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EDITOR'S  PREFACE. 


Ths  Editor  of  this  work  deems  an  extended  preface  to  it  nnnecessarj. 
The  motive  which  induced  its  preparation  was  the  necessity  which  he  himself 
has  often  felt  for  a  book  containing,  in  a  condensed  form,  a  history  of  the 
Dublic  measures  and  other  matters  of  political  importance  which  are  the 
subject  of  discussion  at  the  present  time,  and  are  likely  16  continue  to  be. 
This  necessity  is  apparent  to  every  politician  in  the  country.  The  vast 
aggregate  of  political  history  in  the  shape  of  Congressional  Debates,  &c., 
through  which  the  seeker  for  information  has  to  look  to  reach  the  gist  of  a 
public  question,  endorses  at  once  the  merit  of  a  compilation  like  this. 

It  is  not  for  the  politician  alone  that  this  work  is  prepared.  It  will 
enable  every  citizen  to  acquaint  himself  readily  with  the  true  bearing  of 
each  political  issue  which  is  presented  to  him  for  his  decision,  and  will  relieve 
him  from  too  great  a  dependence  upon  the  partial  statements  of  great 
political  questions,  which  generally  characterize  the  speeches  and  essays  of 
the  politicians  of  the  present  day. 

It  would  be  claiming  for  the  work  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  perfect. 
No  task  is  so  onerous  as  that  involved  in  condensing  the  profuse  history  of 
politics  in  this  country  into  a  concise  and  accessible  form.  The  reader  will 
not  find  in  it  some  things  which  he  may  think  the  book  should  contain.  In 
many  cases  he  may  justly  think  so.  The  Editor,  however,  has  embraced  in 
it  everything  which  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for  the  discussion  of  any 
political  question  which  may  arise  with  reference  to  our  system  of  government. 
He  is  firee  to  admit  that,  in  order  to  bring  the  book  into  a  convenient  shape, 
he  has  left  out  many  things  which  seemed  to  him  would  find  an  appropriate 
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place  in  it ;  though  he  is  not  aware  that  he  has  sacrificed  to  the  demands  of 
limited  space,  anything,  the  omission  of  which  would  materially  depreciate  tl 
character  of  the  work. 

He  makes  no  especial  dedication  of  his  production ;  but  resigns  it  ' 
his  fellow  citizens,  who  take  an  int'^rest  in  such  matters,  for  their  w 
and  convenience. 
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Abolition  Party. 

Rise  axd  Progress  of. 

The  extraordinary  increase  numerioally  of 
the  Abolition  or  Anti-Slavery  party  of  this 
country  cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by 
an  exhibit  of  the  increase  of  its  vote,  each 
eacceeding  election  from  its  initiation  as  a 
national  organization  to  the  present  day. 

It  first  made  its  appearance  in  national 
politics  in  the  Presidential  contest  of  1840, 
when  its  ticket,  with  James  G.  Bimey  of 
Michigan  as  its  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  Francis  J.  Lemoyne  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
its  Vice-Presidential  candidate,  polled  7000 
?otes.  In  1844,  with  Mr.  Bimey  again  as  its 
candidate,  it  polled  62,140  votes.  In  1848, 
with  Martin  Van  Buren  as  the  Presidential 
candidate  of  the  Buffalo  Convention,  and  Gerrit 
Smith  as  that  of  the  more  ultra  anti-slavery 
men,  it  pjolled  296,232  votes.  In  1852,  John 
P.  Hale,  its  nominee,  polled  157.296  votes.  In 
1856,  the  candidate  of  the  Kepnblican  party, 
John  C.  Fremont,  supported  by  the  entire  Abo- 
lition party,  polled  1,541,812  votes. 


Abolition  Petitions. 

Ox  the  11th  of  February,  1790,  Mr.  Fitz- 
simmons  of  Pennsylvania  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  Quakers,  praying  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade. 

Mr.  Lawrence  of  New  York  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  "  Friends"  of  New  York  City 
to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Hartley  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that 
the  first  named  petition  be  referred,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  White  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Stone  of  Maryland  feared  that  action 
indicating  an  interference  with  this  kind  of 
pn>perty  wuuld  .sink  it  in  value,  and  be  inju- 
rioii-j  to  a  groat  number  of  the  citizens,  par- 
ticularlv  of  the  Southern  States.  He  depre- 
cated tlie  disposition  of  religious  sects  to . 
imagine  they  understood  the  rights  of  human  I 


nature  better  than  all  the  world  besides,  and 
that  in  consequence  they  were  found  meddling 
with  concerns  with  which  they  had  nothing 
to  do.  lie  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  petition 
on  the  table.  He  would  never  consent  tc 
refer  petitions,  unless  the  petitioners  were  ex- 
clusively interested. 

Messrs.  Fitzsimmons  and  Hartiey  o^  Penn* 
s^lvania,  Parker,  Madison  and  Page  of  Vir- 
ginia, Lawrence  of  New  York,  Sedgewick  of 
Massachusetts,  Boudinot  of  New  Jersey, 
Sherman  and  Huntington  of  Connecticut, 
favored  a  reference.  Messrs.  Smith,  Tucker, 
and  Burke  of  South  Carolina,  Baldwin  and 
Jackson  of  Georgia  opposed  a  reference,  for 
very  much  the  same  reasons  advanced  by  Mr. 
Stone,  and.  in  favor  of  its  going  to  the  table. 

On  the  next  day  the  following  memorial  was 
presented  and  read : 

"  A  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sockty 
for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery',  the 
relief  of  free  negroes  un lawfully  held  in 
bondage,  and  the  improvement  of  tlie  African 
race. 

**  The  memorial  respectfully  showeth : 

"  That,  from  a  regard  for  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  an  association  was  formea,  several 
years  since,  in  this  state,  by  a  number  of  her 
citizens,  of  various  religious  denominations, 
for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  for 
the  relief  of  those  unlawfully  held  in  bondage. 
A  just  and  acute  conception  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  as  it  spread  through  the 
land,  producc<i  accessions  to  their  numbers, 
many  friends  to  their  cause,  and  a  legislative 
co-operation  with  their  views,  which,  by  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  have  been 
successfully  directed  to  the  relieving  from 
bondage  a  large  number  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, of  the  African  race.  They  have  also 
the  satisfaction  to  observe,  that,  in  consequence 
of  that  spirit  of  philanthropy  and  genuine 
liberty  which  is  generally  diffusing  its  benefi- 
cial influence,  similar  institutions  are  forming 
at  home  and  abroad. 

"  That  mankind  are  all  formed  by  the  same 
Almighty  Being,  alike  objects  of  his  care,  wivi 
equally  designed  for  the  enjoymcnl  oi  Wy\\' 
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ness,  the  Christian  religion  teaches  ns  to  be-  men  woold,  they  would  do  things  which  woi 

lieve,  and  the  political  creed  of  America  fnlly  incur  punishment,,  and  cause  their  owners 

coincides  with  the  position.  use  a  severity  with  them  they  were  not  i 

''  Your  memorialists,  particularly  engaged  customed  to. 

in  attending  to  the  distresses  arising  from  Mr.  Smith  of  S.  C,  amongst  other  thin 

slayery,  believe  it  to  be  their  indispensable  said,  that  the  states  would  have  never  cntei 

duty  to  present  this  subject  to  your  notice,  into  the  confederacy  unless  their  property  h 

They  have  observed,  with  real  satisfaction,  been  ^arantied  to  them,  for  such  is  the  sti 

that  many  important  and  salutary  powers  are  of  agriculture  in  that  country,  that  withe 

vested  in  you,  for  *  promoting  the  welfare  and  slaves  it  must  be  abandoned.    Why  will  tlM 

securing  tiie  blessings  of  liberty  to  the  people  people  then  make  use  of  arguments  to  indi 

of  the  United  States ;'  and,  as  they  conceive  the  slave  to  turn  his  hand  against  his  ra 

that  these  blessings  ought  rightfully  to  be  ter?  A  gentleman  can  hardly  oome  from  tl 

administered  without  distinction  of  color  to  country  with  a  ser^'ant  or  two,  either  to  i 

all  descriptions  of  people,  so  they  indulge  place  or  Philadelphia,  but  there  are  perse 

themselves  in  the  pleasing  expectation  thtit  trving  to  seduce  his  servants  to  leave  him,  a 

nothing  which  can  be  done  for  the  relief  of  when  they  have  done  this,  the  poor  wrctcl 

the  unnappy  objects  of  their  care  will  be  are  obliged  to  rob  their  master,  in  onler 

either  omitted  or  delayed.  obtain  their  subsistence ;  all,  therefore,  who  i 

"  From  a  persuasion  that  equal  liberty  was  concerned  in  this  seduction  are  accessories 

originally  the  portion  and  is  stul  the  birthright  the  robbery.  *  *  Wo  look  upon  this  moa«ure 

of  all  men,  and  influenced  by  the  strong  ties  an  attack  upon  the  palladium  of  the  proi)Q] 

of  humanity,  and  the  principles  of  their  in-  of  our  country ;  it  is,  therefore,  our  duty 

stitutions,  your  memorialists  conceive  them-  oppose  it  by  every  means  in  our  power, 

selves  bound  to  use  all  justifiable  endeavors  Mr.  Pace  of  Ya.,  said  he  lived  in  a  sti 

to  loosen  the  bonds  of  slavery,  and  promote  a  which  had  the  misfortune  of  having  in  1 

general  ex\joTment  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,  bosom  a  great  number  of  slaves  ;  ne  h( 

"  Under  these  impressions,  they  earnestly  many  of  them  himself,  and  was  as  much  in 

entreat  your  serious  attention  to  the  subject  rested  in  the  business  as  any  gentleman, 

of  slavery ;  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  coun-  he  was  to  hold  them  in  eternal  bondage, 

tenance  the  restoration  of  liberty  to  those  un-  would  feel  no  uneoHiness  on  account  of  i 

happy  men,  who  alone  in  this  land  of  freedom  present  menace,  because  he  would  rely  u^ 

are  degraded  into  perpetual  bondage,  and  who,  the  virtue  of  Congress  that  they  would  i 

amidst  the  general  joy  of  surrounding  free-  exercise  any  unconstitutional  authority, 

men,  are  groaning  in  servile  subjection ;  that  xfkQT  a  long  debate,  the  memorial  was  ce 

you  will  Je^se  means  for  removing  this  m-  ^j^^ed,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  43,  nays  11. 

consistency  from  the  character  of  the  Amen-  mu                      xm          w  i  j    •      t    i. 

can  people ;  that  you  will  promote  mercy  and  ^he  nays  were  Messrs^  Badwm,  Jack» 

justice  towards  this  distressed  race ;  and  that  *nd  Matthews  of  Ga. ;  Bland  and  Coles 

you  will  step  to  the  very  verge  of  the  power  Va. ;  Burke,  Hager,  Smith,  and  Tucker  of 

vested  in  you,  for  discouraging  every  species  C. ;  Stone  of  Md. ;  and  Sylvester  of  N.  T. 

of  traffic  in  the  persons  of  our  fellow-men.  The  other  memorials  were  in  like  mom 

Benj.  Franklix,  President  referred 

"  Philadelphia,  February  3,  1790."  The  committee  to  whom  the  memorials  w 

The  debate  was  i^umed  on  the  memorial  referred,  made  a  report,  which  was  refen 

of  the  Friends  presented  the  day  before.  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  whi 

Mr.  Tucker  of  S.  C,  was  sorry  it  had  had  amended  the  report  of  the  select  committ 

a  second  reading,  as  it  contained  an  unconsti-  and  resolved,  amongst  other  things : — 

tutional  request,  for  which  he  wished  it  thrown  «  That  Congress  have  no  authority  to  int 

aside.    He  feared  the  commitment  of  it  would  fere  in  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  or  in  t 

be  a  very  alarming  circumstance  to  the  South-  treatment  of  them  within  any  of  the  stati 

crn  States,  for  if  it  was  to  engage  Congress  m  j^  remaining  with  the  several  states  alone 

an  unconstitutional  measure,  it  would  be  con-  provide  any  regulations  therein  which   I 

sidored  an  interference  with  their  rights,  mak-  manity  and  true  policy  may  require." 
ing  them  uneasy  under  the  government,  and 

causing  them  to  lament  that  they  had  ever  Qn  the  26th  of  Nov.,  1792,  a  memorial 

put  additional  power  into  tiieir  hands.    He  Earner  Mifflin,  one  of  the  people  called  Qi 

was  presented  and  read  to  the  Uoui 
stating  certain  reflections  for  the  considerati> 

thought  it  a  mischievous  attempt  as  it  res-  of  Congress,  and  in  relation  to  the  Afria 

pected  the  persons  in  whose  favor  it  was  in-  slave-trade,  and  to  the  humane  treatment  i 

tended.    It  would  Inioy  them  up  with  hopes  slaves  in  the  United  Sates, 
without  a  foundation,  and  as  they  could  not 

reason  on  Uie  subject,  as  more  enlightened  j^  ^^  ordered  that  the  said  memorial  m 

*  Uvujauiin  Franklin.  representation  du  lie  on  the  table. 
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On  the  28di  of  Nor.,  Mr.  Steele  of  N.  C, 
iiUed  the  mfttentkm  of  the  House  to  the  above 
memorial  of  Earner  Mifflin.  He  was  but- 
priMd  to  find  this  mil^ect  spurted  anew  bj  a 
fkaatic,  who,  not  oontent  with  keeping  his 
own  oonseience,  undertook  to  become  the 
keeper  of  the  consciences  of  other  men ;  and, 
ia  a  maimer  which  he  deemed  not  very  decent, 
lisd  intruded  his  opinions  upon  this  House. 
Had  an  ^iplication  been  made  to  him  to  pre- 
flSBt  such  a  petition,  he  would  have  ayoided  a 
compliance  with  it  (Gentlemen  of  the  North 
do  not  realise  the  mischievous  consequences 
which  have  already  resulted  from  measures 
of  this  kind  i  and,  if  a  stop  were  not  put  to 
it,  the  Southern  States  would  be  compelled  to 
apply  to  the  Qeneral  QoTemment  for  their 
Bitcfrference. 

He  concluded  by  moving,  "  that  the  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  Warner 
Blifflin,  be  returned  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House ;  and  that  the  entry  of  said  petition  be 
ecqmnged  from  the  Journal." 

Mr.  Ames  of  Mass.,  who  had  presented  the 
petition,  defended  his  presentation  of  it  on 
the  groimd  of  the  general  right  of  every  citi- 
ten  to  petition  Congress.  The  petitioner's 
representative  being  absent,  he  had  not,  on 
that  aooount,  felt  at  liberty  to  decline  present- 
ing it.  He  had  no  idea  of  supporting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition ;  but  had  made  up  his 
mind  long  since  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
interfere  with  the  subject. 

That  part  of  the  motion  directing  the  peti- 
tion to  be  returned,  was  agreed  to.  The  re- 
mainder was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Steele,  the 
mover. 

On  the  30th  of  Jan.,  1797,  Mr.  Swanwick 
of  Pa.,  presented  the  petition  of  four  slaves, 
who  had  been  emancipated  as  they  allege, 
representing  that,  under  some  law  enacted  by 
North  Carolina,  they  could  again  be  reduced 
to  slavery ;  that  they  had  escaped  to  Pennsyl- 
vania to  avoid  its  effects ;  and  petitioned  Con- 
gress to  look  into  the  matter,  as  also  to  the 
care  of  a  fellow  black,  who  was  once  manu- 
mitted, and,  under  the  same  law  of  North 
CunJiDa,  was  again  reduce<l  to  slavery;  and 
who,  escaping  therefrom,  was  lying  in  the 
jail  of  Philadelphia,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
a<jt  of  the  General  Government  called  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Swanwick  hoped  the  petition  would  be 
rcf«*rred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Blount  from  N.  C,  hoped  it  would  not 
even  be  received,  lie  said,  under  the  law  of 
North  Carolina  dioy  were  slaves,  and  could 
ue  "teized  as  such. 

Mr.  Thatcher  of  Mass.,  thought  the  petition 


ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  He  believed  them  to  be 
free  people,  and  contended  that  they  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  petition  the  House  and  to 
be  heard. 

Mr.  Swanwick  defended  their  right  to  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Blount  said  the  laws  of  North  Carolina 
did  not  permit  a  man  to  manumit  his  slaves. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  of  Pa.,  defended  the  petition. 

Mr.  Heath  was  clearly  convinced  tlmt  these 
people  were  slaves,  and  that  the  object  of  their 
petition  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  state,  and  not  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison  of  Ya.,  thought  it  a  judicial 
case.  If  they  are  free  by  the  laws  of  North 
Carolina,  they  ought  to  apply  to  those  laws 
and  have  their  privileges  established.  He 
thought  they  could  obtain  their  due  in  a  court 
of  appeals  m  that  state. 

Messrs.  Rutherford  and  Gilbert  defended 
a  reference. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  that  the  petition 
ou^ht  to  be  sealed  up  and  sent  back  to  the 
petitioners. 

Mr.  Christie  was  much  surprised  that  any 

fentieman  would  present  such  a  petition,  and 
oped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
never  hand  in  such  a  one  again. 

Mr.  Holland  contended  that  it  was  a  judicial 
question,  and  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
pretend  to  determine  the  point. 

Mr.  Macon  of  N.  C,  contended  that  justice 
would  be  done  them  in  his  state.  lie  con- 
ceived it  a  delicate  matter  for  the  general 
government  to  act  on,  and  hoped  the  petition 
would  not  be  committed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  alluding  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Thatcher,  that  he  wished  to  draw  these  people 
from  a  state  of  slavery  into  liberty,  did  not 
think  that  they  were  sent  there  to  take  up  the 
subject  of  emancipation. 

Mr.  Yamum  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Kitchell, 
defended  the  rieht  of  the  memorialists  to  peti- 
tion, and  hopea  their  petition  vfould  be  r^ 
ceivcd  and  be  committed. 

The  motion  to  receive  the  petition  was 
negatived.    Yeas  33 ;  Noes  50. 

On  the  30th  of  Nov.,  1797,  Mr.  Gallatin  of 
f^a.,  presented  a  memorial  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Quakers,  relative  to  the  oppressed  state 
of  their  African  orethren,  particularly  tho^e  in 
North  Carolina,  who  had  been  manumitte<l  and 
again  reduced  to  slavery.  It  also  was  directed 
against  every  species  of  extravagance  and  dis- 
sipation, such  as  gaming,  horse-racing,  cock 
fighting,  shows,  plays,  and  other  ixpensive 
diversions  and  entertainments. 

The  reception  of  the  petition  was  debated 
at  great  length.  Finally  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sit* 
greaves  of  Pa.,  Nicholas  of  Ya.,  Dana  of 
Conn.,Schuremanof  N.  J.,  and  Smith  of  Md. 

On  the  29th  of  Jan.,  1798,  Mr.  SitfgraikN«^ 
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from  the  select  oomxnittee,  reported  that  the  breathed  the  general  spirit  of  enumeij^l 
facts  referred  to  in  the  petition  were  excln-  and  though  its  request  began  with  the  Disti 
sively  of  judicial  cognisance ;  that  therefore  it   '^^  ulterior  purpose  went  much  further. 
is  not  competent  for  the  Legiflkture  to  do  any-  opposed  the  prmtmg.  ^^,.     ,  . 

^i.-      •    xiT  L    •  J  J  xt  X  XL         The  motion  to  prmt  was  negfttiTed  b 

thmg  m  the  busmess,  and  recommend  that  the  j^^.  ^  maiority. 

memorialists  have  leaye  to  withdraw  their 

memorial.  On  the  12th  of  December,  1831,  Mr.  J 

On  the  14th  of  Feb.,  1798,  the  House  con-  Quincy  Adams  presented  fifteen  petitions  £ 

curred  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  numerous  inhabitants  of  PennsylTsnia,  pi 

The  same  petitbn  was  presented  in  the  ing  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Distrie 

Senate,  but  withdrawn.  Columbia,  and  the  abolition  of  the  slaye-tr 

therein.    So  far  as  the  latter  desire  was  < 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  21st  of  Jan.,  1805,  cemed,  he  thought  it  a  proper  subject  of  le 

Mr.  Logan  of  Pa.,  presented  the  memorial  of  lation  by  Congress,  and  that  the  petitioai 

the  representatiyes  of  the  Quakers,  pleading  that  account  should  be  referred^  to  the  c 

the  cause  of  their  oppressed  and  degraded  mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.   As  to 

fellow  men  of  the  African  race,  and  praying  otlier  prayer  of  the  petition,  the  abolitiox 

that  Congress  may  adopt  effectual  measures  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  deei 

to  prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  it  his  duty  to  say  that  he  would  not  suppor 

territories  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  his  opinion  of  slavery  in  the 

On  the  question  shall  the  petition  be  re-  stract,  or  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Coli 

ceived,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  bia  might  be,  he  hoped  the  subject  would 

TBA8.—Me8sn.  Adams  of  Ma».,  Bar&nl  of  Del..  Brown  of  be  dlKCUSSed  in  the  HousC.  He  WOuld 
Ky.,  Oondltof  N.  J.,  FrankUn  of  N.  C.,  llillhooiic  of  Conn.,  |.i,„i.  ti._  _,«.„♦  <.„i,,«.««„  w^t^i^i-n^  i«-n^ii1«' 
Hbwland  of  R.  I,  Logan  of  l»a..  Maclay  of  I'a..  JUlchill  of     ^^^  "^^  most  Sttlutary  mcdicmc  unduly 

N.  Y^  oicott  of  N.  u.,  iMckeriug  of  >!»»<,  piuuier  of  N.  u.,   ministered,  wos  the  most  deadly  Doison. 

Bmith  of  0.,  Smith  of  Vt,  Stone  of  N.  C,  Sumter  of  S.  a,         „,.  ^.\.  -         ,    .    •\,^  -, 

White  of  Del.,  and  Worthington  of  0.— 19.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the  oommil 

NatSw— MesarH.  Anderson  of  Tenn^  Baldwin  of  Qeo^  Brad-    ^n  thp  District  of  nolnmhifi.  ' 

l^y  of  Vt.  Cocke  of  Ttnu.,  Jacknon  of  Oeo.,  Moore  of  Va.,    ^^  "^^  l^lSinCl  01  OOlumoia. 

Smith  of  Md^  Smith  of  N.  Y.,  and  Wright  of  Md.— 9.  Mr.  Doddridge,  of  Ya.,  from  the  said  o 

A  like  memorial  was  presented  in  the  Ilouse   mittee,  on  the  19th  of  Deo.  made  a  report,  i 

on  the  same  day,  and  referred.  ing  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  a 

-.     .       ,  ,     -X  ,^-,^  ,    sideration  of  so  much  of  said  petitions, 

Durmg  the  month  of  January,  1817,  several  ^^ed  the  abolition  of  skvery  in  the  Disfc 

petitions  were  presented  agamst  the  slave-  of  Columbia 

trade  between  the  middle  and  southern  states, 

which  were  read  and  referred.  In  the  Senate,  January  7,  1836,  Mr.  "M 

ris  of  Ohio,  presented  several  petitions  fr 
During  the  first  session  of  the  16th  Congress,  citizens  of  Ohio,  one  of  which  was  signed 
sundry  petitions  were  presented  against  the  ladies,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  i 
introduction  of  slavery  into  any  state  there-  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  to  refer  tb 
after  to  be  admitted,  some  of  which  were  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columl 
referred  and  others  merely  read.  ^^  Calhoun  asked  that  the  question  shm 

first  be  taken  on  receiving  the  petition,  i 
On  the  12th  of  February,  1827,  Mr.  Barney  demanded  it  on  the  part  of  the  state  he  rep 
of  Md.,  presented  to  the  House  a  memorial  of  sented,  because  one-half  the  Union  was  deej 
certain  citizens  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  praying  slandered  in  these  petitions.  The  Senate  h 
tliat  a  law  may  be  passed  providing  that  all  refused  to  receive  petitions,  because  they  i 
cliildron  hereafter  born  of  parents  held  to  plicated  members  of  that  body  ^ercthey 
1  •*!.•    xi     Tk-  X  •  i.    rVi  1      1  •      I.  11    put  more  reprobation  on  the  slander  of  an  i 

Blayerj-.withm  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  gj^ij^^i  n,ember,  than  on  the   slander  , 

be  free  at  a  certain  age,  and  moved  that  it  be  Bovereitm  states  ?                         • 

firinted.  He  demanded  the  question,  because  the 

Mr.  McDufRe  of  S.  C,  opposed  the  printing  memorials  aimed  at  a  violation  of  the  cons 

o(  the  memorial.  tution,  and  because  he  was  avcrtse  to  an  agit 

Mr.  Cook  of  111.,  movcil  to  lay  it  on  the  tion  which  would  sunder  the  Union.    It  wi 

table ;  which  motion  the  chair  pronounced  to  agitation  here  tJiat  they  feared,  because 

l>c  out  of  order.  would  compel  the  southern  press  to  disoui 

Mr.  Powell  of  Va..  oppo8cd  the  printing.  the  question  in  the  very  presence  of  the  slave 

Mr.  Banicy  ha<l  made  the  motion  to  print,  who  were  induced  to  believe  that  there  was 

becauHC  the  iiiemoriDlists  had  requested  him  powerful  party  at  the  north,  ready  to  assii 

to  do  so.  He  was  porfoetly  cHmtent  to  acquiesce  them.    As  a  lover  of  the  Union  he  objected  t 

in  the  decision  of  the  House.  receiving  them,  nay,  they  must  cease  or  th 

Mr.  Dorsey  of*  Md.,  conceived  the  memorial  southern  people  never  can  be  ealisfied.    An 
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W  inll  70a  put  a  slop  to  them?   By  receiy- 
h      Vtt  these  petatione  and  laj^in^  them  qn  the 
met  $o,nol  The  Abolitioniets  understood 
this  too  well  ?   Nothing  would  stop  them  but 
ft  itern  refusal,  by  eloemg  the  doors  to  them, 
ttd  refusing  to  receive  them. 
^  Mr.  Moms  of  Ohio,  oontended,  that  the  pe- 
titkms  oontemnlated  no  legislation  by  Con- 
gMB,  not  witnin  its  constitutional   power, 
^c^iilnsiTe  legislation  being,  in  his  opinion, 
T^ted  .in  Goneress,  both  as  to  persons  and 
things  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  this 
view  of  the  case  he  contended  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  petition,  and  warned  the  Senate  to 
he  careful  now  it  tread  on  this  ground,  lest, 
in  its  attempts  to  make  petitions  palatable, 
It  does  not  abridge  the  sacred  right  of  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Porter  of  La.,  opposed  the  reception 
of  the  petition. 

Bfr.  jBuchanan  had  had  in  his  possession 
•ereral  weeks  a  memorial  from  a  meeting  of 
Qoakers,  making  the  same  prayer,  which  he 
had  deferred  presenting,  because  be  believed 
that,  by  private  consultations,  some  resolution 
mi^t  be  devised  upon  this  exciting  subject, 
which  would  obtain  the  unanimous  sanction 
of  the  Senate.  He  felt  it,  however,  to  be  due 
to  the  memorialists,  himself,  and  the  Senate, 
*  respectfully  but  firmly  to  state  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  advocate  their  views,  or 
acquiesce  in  their  conclusions. 

If  any  one  principle  of  constitutional  law 
oan  at  tnis  day  be  considered  as  settled,  it  is 
that  Congress  had  no  right,  no  power,  over  the 
question  of  slavery  in  those  states  where  it 
exists.  The  property  of  the  master  in  his 
slave  existed  m  mil  force  before  the  federal 
constitution  was  adopted.  It  was  a  subject 
that  then  belon^d,  as  it  still  belongs,  to  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Southern  States. 
These  states,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, never  yielded  to  the  general  government 
any  right  to  interfere  with  the  Question.  ^  It 
remains  where  it  was  previous  to  tne  establish- 
ment of  our  confederacy. 

The  constitution  has  in  the  clearest  terms 
reco^ised  the  right  of  property  in  slaves.  It 
prohibits  any  state  into  which  a  slave  may 
nave  fled,  from  passing  any  law  to  discharge 
him  from  slavery,  and  declares  that  he  shall 
be  delivered  up  by  the  authorities  of  such 
state  to  his  master ;  nay,  more,  it  makes  the 
existence  of  slavery  the  foundation  of  politi- 
cal power,  by  givmg  to  those  states  within 
whicn  it  exists  representatives  in  Congress,  not 
only  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
persons,  but  also  in  proportion  to  three-fifths 
of  the  number  of  slaves. 

After  showing  that  Congress,  on  the  23d 
day  of  March,  1790,  had  so  determined,  and 
that  the  Union  would  be  dissolved  at  the  mo- 
ment an  effort  would  be  seriously  made  by  the 
free  states  in  Congress  to  pass  such  laws,  he 
continued: 

**  Whal^  then,  are  the  oiroumstances  under 


which  these  memorials  are  now  presented  f 
A  number  of  fanatics,  led  on  by  loreign  in- 
cendiaries,  have  been  scattering  *  arrows,  fire- 
brands, and  death'  throughout  the  southern 
states ;  the  natural  tendency  of  tiieir  publica- 
tions is  to  produce  dissatisfaction  and  revolt 
among  the  slaves,  and  to  incite  their  wild  pas- 
sions to  vengeance.  All  history,  as  well  as 
the  present  condition  of  the  slaves,  proves  that 
there  can  be  no  danger  of  a  servile  war,  but  in 
the  mean  time  what  dreadful  scenes  may  l<*e 
enacted  before  such  an  insurrection,  which 
would  spare  neitiier  age  nor  sex,  could  be  sup 
pressed;  what  ag^ny  of  mind  must  be  sufferetl, 
especially  by  the  gentier  sex,  in  consequence 
of  these  publications  ?  Many  a  mother  clasps 
her  infant  to  her  bosom  when  she  retires  to 
rest,  under  dreadful  apprehensions  that  she 
may  be  aroused  from  her  slumbers  by  the 
savage  veils  of  the  slaves  by  whom  she  is  sur- 
rounded. These  are  the  works  of  the  aboli- 
tionists. That  their  motives  may  be  honest  I 
do  not  doubt,  but  their  zeal  is  without  know- 
ledge. The  history  of  the  human  race  pre* 
sents  numerous  examples  of  ignorant  entiiu- 
siasts,  the  purity  of  whose  intentions  cannot 
be  doubted,  who  have  spread  devastation  and 
bloodshed  over  the  face  of  the  earth."  *  * 
*****  This  being  a  true  statement  of  the 
case  as  applied  to  the  states  where  slavery 
exists,  what  is  now  asked  by  these  memorial- 
ists 7  That  in  this  district  of  ten  miles  square, 
a  district  carved  out  of  two  slaveholding 
states,  and  surrounded  by  them  on  all  sidet^ 
slavery  should  be  abolished.  What  would  be 
the  effects  of  granting  their  request?  You 
would  thus  erect  a  citadel  in  the  very  heart 
of  these  states,  upon  a  territory  which  they 
have  ceded  to  you  for  a  far  different  purpose, 
from  which  abolitionists  and  incendiaries  could 
securely  attack  the  peace  and  safety  of  their 
citizens ;  you  establish  a  spot  withiu  the  slave- 
holding  states  which  would  be  a  city  of  refuge 
for  runaway  slaves;  you  create,  by  law,  a 
central  point  from  which  trains  of  gunpowder 
may  be  securely  laid,  extending  into  the  sur- 
rounding states,  which  may  at  any  moment 
produce  a  destructive  and  fearful  explosion. 
By  passing  such  a  law  you  introduce  the 
enemy  into  the  very  bosom  of  these  two  states, 
and  afford  them  every  opportunity  of  produc- 
ing a  servile  insurrection.  Is  there  any  rea- 
sonable man  who  can  for  one  moment  suppose 
that  Virg|inia  and  Maryland  would  have  ceded 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  United  States, 
if  they  had  entertained  the  slightest  idea  that 
Congress  would  have  used  it  for  any  such  pur- 
pose? They  ceded  it  for  your  use,  for  your 
convenience,  and  not  for  their  own  destruc- 
tion. When  slavery  ceases  to  exist  under  the 
laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  ought  it  to  be  abolished  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." 

Mr.  Buchanan  continuing  said,  notwith- 
standing  these  were  his  views,  he  could  not 
vote  against  receiving  these  memorials,  but 
moved  that  the  whole  eubjeot  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 
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ill.  Bentoa  oonann»d  in  tli«  Tiewi  of  Ur. 
Buchuum. 

Mr,  Tjler  of  To.,  kdvooated  dieir  nfbr«nc« 
to  the  committM  on  the  IKHtiiot  of  Columbia, 
in  order  that  a  report  from  that  oonuoittee 
might  be  made  whioh  would  dispoM  of  tho 

Mr.  Brown  of  N.  0.,  adrocated  Uying  tiiem 
en  the  table  without  printing. 

Mr.  Lmgh  of  Va.,  advocated  a  diatinct  ex- 
preMiion  of  opinion  b;  CongreeB  aa  to  ita  oon~ 
■titQtional  power  over  the  qaeation. 

Mr.  Preston  of  8.  C,  thanked  the  Senator 
from  Ponnajlvania  (Hr.  Bnchanan]  for  the 
reprobation  he  had  given  the  petition  here 
preeented. 

Hessra.  Calhonn  and  Brown  continued  the 
dioenaaion,  and  the  subject  waa  postponed. 

On  thellthofJanuarj,  Mr.  Buchanan  pre- 
sented the  petition  from  the  Quakers,  which  he 
had  alluded  to  in  his  speech  u  having  been  in 
his  poaaouion  for  some  time.  He  moved  that 
it  be  read  and  ita  prayer  r^ected. 

Mr.  Calhoun  demanded  a  vote  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  petition. 

Daring  tiie  pendency  of  the  long  debate 
on  these  petitions,  Mr.  Swift  of  Tt,  on  the 
2Slh  of  January,  1836,  preeented  another  pe- 
tition to  the  same  effect  from  dliiena  of  Tar- 
mont,  which  he  requested  might  be  read. 

The  petition  was  read,  when  Mr.  Calhonn 
demanded  the  preliminary  question  upon  ita 
reception. 

The  queation  waa  laid  on  the  table  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Buchanan,  to  be  called  up  agun 
when  the  Senate  waa  prepared  to  make  a  final 
disposition  of  it. 

On  the  Oth  of  March,  1836,  the  question 
again  oune  up  on  the  motion  to  receive  the 
petition  presented  bj  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  CalboDD  spcAe  at  length  ag^ont  recMv- 
mg  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Olay  of  Kv.,  did  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Calhoun  as  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  refhae 
ihe  reception  of  a  petitioD.  The  right  of  peti- 
tion corned  with  it  the  right  of  being  heard  on 
any  subject  that  the  bodv  oddreuM  had  the 
power  to  act  on.  As  to  the  right  of  Congroes 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  CtHum- 
bia,  he  waa  inclmed  to  think,  aod  candor 
required  the  avowal,  that  the  right  did  exist, 
though  he  was  opposed  to  the  expediency 
of  eierciaing  that  power.  He  was  oppoaed  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  receive  and 
immediately  reject  the  jKtitinn.  He  did  not 
think  it  a  safe,  Bubxtantial,  and  efficientenjoy- 
ment  of  the  right  of  petition,  to  reject  it  witn- 
ont  its  passing  through  theunual  forms.  That 
right  he  thought  required  of  them  to  examine, 
dwiberate,  and  deciao,  either  to  grant  or  refbee 
the  prayer  of  a  petitioner,  giving  the  rcaaons 
for  Bueh  decision,  &c.,  &u. 

nie  queation  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  peti- 
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tion  be  recMved,  and  it  wai  deoided  ia  i 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  a>  fbllows: — . 

TuL—llHn.BBlofi  <f  Ma,  mvn  gfR-C  SaOm 
of  PL,  OUv  or  K*.  Ovtoatf  Dd.,  OWMdtfc  oM 
DiTtitf  U>M,airtiic?0,lwiDf  «(  U^Oahiabmi 
of  Md.,  OrndV  of  Tbd.  Bnlrfeti  «r  lad,  Vm  «r  N. 
Hobbud  of  N.  U,  Kwt  of  Md,  noaatlto,  Uw 
Ow,  Knltrlit  of  K.  I,  Ubd  of  ttk,  Idikru  ofh.  Ho 
If  Ohk>,  Nimbln  of  DfL,  RUM  ttOam,  PnatlH  of  ' 
taUia,  or  B.  I,  BoUbbb  of  m,  BofdM  at  Ht,  ■! 
]«  Df  »■.,  8aaliud  o(  S.  I,  flsM  oTvL  TklBidn 
N.  T,  tlptim  of  Ind.,  THnllnHio  ot  Ono,  WUI  gf  H. 

.......     --—-lililrfN.Y.-**. 

Tnim^  Olhomi  of  E.  0^  C( 
!>.,  Hoon  nt  AIL,  Htckota  oTI 
1  of  S.  0 ,  WtlkH  of  HlM,  and  Wl 

1  the  11th  of -March,  1836,  the  qnesti 
taken  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Buchaof 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  r^ectf 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirffiative,  jt 
3-1,  nays  6.  Every  Senator  who  voted  on  I 
ibove  vote  waa  present,  except  Measrt.  C 
houn,  Clayton,  Kent,  Moore,  Naudain,  a: 
Southard.  Every  Senator  preaent  voted  a 
on  Mr.  Buchanan's  motion,  except  Mesa 
Davis,  Hendrioka,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Swi 
and  Webster. 

The  large  number  of  petitions,  &o.,  prayti 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  district  wU 
were  presented  to  the  House  during  the  fli 
session  of  24th  Congress,  gave  rise  to  a  vario 
of  resolutiona,  motions,  &e„  with  refereniv 
the  power  of  Congreaa  over  the  subject,  ai 
the  proper  diapoaitiou  which  should  bo  mai 
of  these  petitions.  Finally,  on  the  8th  Fa 
ruary,  1836,  Ur.  H.  L.  Pineknoy,  of  8.  ( 
obtained  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enab 
Itim  to  introduce  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  all  the  memorials  whit 
bave  been  oflered  or  may  hereafter  be  pr 
•ented  to  this  House,  praying  for  the  abolitia 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bb 
also  the  resolutions  offered  by  an  honorabi 
member  from  Maine  (Mr.  Jarvis)  with  Oi 
amendment  thereto  [proposed  hf  an  honorabl 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and  ever 
other  paper  or  pnjpoaition  that  may  be  sat 
tnitted  in  relation  to  that  shiy'eot,  be  refetrs 
select  committee  with  iustruotions  to  n 
port,  that  Congress  possesses  no  constitnti(»ii 
authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  vrith  lb 
institutiona  of  slavery  in  any  of  tne  states  ol 
this  Confederacy;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  ol 
this  House,  Congress  au);ht  not  to  interfere  il 
any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oo 
lumbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  tb 
public  faith,  unwiae,  impolitic,  and  dangennil 
to  the  Union,  assigning  such  rea»ons  for  theal 
conoluaions,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  con> 
mittee,  may  be  beat  calculated  tfl  enlighten 
the  public  mind,  to  repress  agitation,  to  allaj 
eicitemont,  to  sustain  and  prcgervo  the  jutt 
rights  of  the  slaveholdine  states,  and  of  tbi 
people  of  this  district,  and  to  re-eatablish  har- 
mony  and  tranquiUity  among  (he  various  sea 
ti<ms  of  the  Unioa." 
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The  reaolntloii  haringbeeh  adopted,  tlie  fbl- 
Etwing  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  com- 
■nittee:— Heun.  I^ckney,  of  S.  C,  Huner, 
of  Ohio,  Pierce,  of  N.  H.,  Hardin,  of  Kj., 
Jutii,  of  He.,  Oweuj,  of  Oa.,  Dromgoole,  of 
Va^MdTnrriU,  ofN.T. 

On  the  ISth  of  Maj,  1836,  Hr.  Pinokne^- 
preaented  a  nuaDiinouB  report  trom  the  said 
committee,  conclndiog  with  the  tbllowing 
aetntiooa: — 

"Reeolred,  That   Congrew 
mnatitutional  aathoritj  to  interfere 
way  wHh  the  institntion  of  Blarary  in  any  t^ 
the  states  of  this  eonfsdeiacy. 

"  ReoolTed,  That  Consrou  onght  not  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  Blavety  in  the  District 
of  Colombia. 

"And  whereas  it  is  eztremely  important 
and  desirable  that  the  agitation  of  thi^ 
nibjcct  should  be  finally  arrested  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  the  pablin 
mio'l.  your  committee  rarpectfully  reeommenij 
the  adiiptioa  of  the  following  resolution: 

"  Ilc'olTed,  That  all  pedtionn,  memoriaU, 


resulutianii,  pro|>i«itions,  i>r  papers  relating 
any  way  or  to  uny  extent  wnnf 


the 


*ubje;t  of  slaTpfT 

shall,  without  bem;;  cither  printed  or  referred. 


II  the  abolition  of  slavBry. 


Hr.  Hardin,  of  Ky.,  a  member  of  the  com- 
tnitte«,  deemed  it  necessary  to  say,  as  the  re- 
port bad  been  called  a  nnanimous  one,  that 
be  had  attended  none  of  the  meetings  of  the 
eommittee,  and  there  wna  a  part  of  the  report 
from  which  he  entiiely  dissented;  to  wit, 
that  the  abolitionists  were  few.  He  believed 
there  were  a  great  many,  and  that  the  report 
had  been  got  up  to  tappress  that  &ct. 

Hesara.  Wise  and  Bouldb,  of  Va.,  Thomp> 
snn,  of  S.  C.,  and  others,  aesailed  tlw  report. 
Messrs.  Knckncy,  of  8.  C,  Howard,  of  Hd., 
and  others,  defended  it. 

On  the  25th  at  Hay,  1836,  the  first  reaolo- 
tion  was  adopted  by  a  Tote  of  yea*  182,  nays 
9.  The  negative  vote  being  Messrs.  J.  Qoincy 
AdamK,  Clark,  of  Pa.,  Denny,  of  Fa.,  £Tere», 
.>f  Vt.,  Jackeon,  of  Mass.,  Janes,  of  Vt., 
Phillips,  of  Mom.,  Potts,  of  Pa.,  and  Slade, 
•>f  Vi.  Messrs.  Glascock,  of  Oa.,  Piakens,  of 
S.C.,andI{uberteori,o[Va.,askedtobeexonsed 
fruDi  voting  and  did  not  vote.  iix.  Wiae,  of 
^'a..  and  TbompBon,  of  S.  C,  re&iaed  to  vote 
u(i  the  question. 

The  seoond  resolution  was  then  adopted, 
yms  132,  nays  45. 

Tlie  negative  vote  was  as  follows : 


Unndn,  or  Khk;  Mhob,  of  0. ;  He&rtr,  of  IbI;  HiKm. 
n»i.otPii.iM«TU,cirPLi[>iTkn,afN.J.iPUUlHtfl^m 
FoUMif  Pl;  Kwi,  gf  IUh  :  KomU,  of  N.tTa^  or  Vt  i 

The  third  resolution  waa  carried  by  a  vots 
of  117  yeaa  to  68  nays. 

Eveiy  member  who  voted  No  on  the  laat 
vot«  did  io  on  this,  with  iJie  exception  of 
Messrs.  Harrison,  Kilgore,  Lee  and  Parker.' 
Messra.  Harrison  and  Parker  did  not  vote  at 
all  on  this  vote.  Meun.  Kilgore  and  Lea 
voted  Aye.  In  additioa  to  the  negative  vols 
as  above  stated,  Ueean.  Beaiunont  and  A. 
Buchanan,  of  Pa.,  Corwiu  and  Crana,  of  Ohio^ 
Qarland,  of  Ta.,  Qlaacock,  of  Ga.,  Qranser, 
of  N.  T..  Haley,  of  Conn.,  Harper,  of  ft- 
Holsey,  of  Oa.,  Howell,  of  Ohio,  Jndson,  of 
Conn.,  Jouee,  of  Va.,  I«porte,  t^  Pa.,  Iiova^ 
of  N.  T.,  Patton,  of  Va.,  Pearee,  of  R.  I, 
Kokens.  of  S.  C,  Sehenek,  of  N.  J.,  Shinn, 
of  N.  J.,  Steele,  of  Hd.,  Storer,  of  Ohkk 
Thompson,  of  Ohio,  Wardwell,  of  N.  T.,  ami 
fTobster,  of  Ohio,  voted  No  m  the  third 
resolution. 

In  the  Senate  during  the  second  session  of 
*Jie  Twenty-Fifth  Congress,  the  plan  waa  at- 
rariably  pursued  of  laying  the  qnestion  of 
reception  upon  the  table. 

At  this  session  Mr.  Calhoun  introduced  hi* 
celebrated  resolutions,  induced  by  the  aboU- 
peUtions  which  were  being  flocked  in  npoa 
Congress.  These  resolntions  will  be  fbuud  at 
their  appropriate  plaoe  in  this  book,  nndar  the 
of  Mr.  Calhoun's  name. 

In  the  House,  at  this  session,  the  excitement 
produced  by  abolition  petitions,  Ac.,  was  in- 
tense. A  better  description  of  that  excit«- 
ment,  and  tfie  action  to  which  it  brought  tba 
House,  cannot  be  better  written  than  that  from 
ifae  pen  of  Col.  Benton  in  his  valuable  histo- 
rical narrative  of  his  time  in  the  Senate.  I 
give  a  synopsis  of  Col.  Benton's  dMortption  of 
tbe  scene  in  the  House,  on  the  2C}th  of  Decent- 
lea,  1837,  during  the  proceedings  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Hr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  to  refer  two 
uicmorials,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
t^e  District  of  Columbia,  to  a  select  committee. 
"The  immediate  occasion  rf  this  contest," 
siys  Col.  Benton,  "  waa  the  pertinacious  effort 
of  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  to  make  the  pre- 
Hantation  of  abolition  petitions  the  ground  of 
iidtation  and  action  against  the  institution  of 
^^rery  in  the  Southern  States.  Mr.  Slade  had 
moved  to  refer  tiie  resolutions  propent«J  by 
him  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
iport  upon  them.     Upon  making  this  motion. 


he  commenced  a  violent  a 


lult  upt 


.._, ..l^'Jil;^^;   slitution  of  slavery.     Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Ca- 

ii»n<«>.-.riv;Cblldii,of  ■t.y.iCIiiHi,nIPii.:C»A>l'>i.  riilina,  interposed  to  warn  him  of  the  conse- 
;t!SS:5li2;.flWu5vrr:i24rfrilt['SU^o:  -liences  of  soch  an  inflammatorv  baraugue. 
.<!■»:  WwlUDf.af.N.T.i  nndrnoD,  of  ?■  i  UfUlrr.ot]  JMr,  Slade  refused  to  desist,  and  was  inter- 
PL:IIMr.nr)iut.:fiHt.irfH;  V.i  J^iajRinD  e(P>.i  I  mptej  ty  a  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of 
irj5h.i2^rfKx?;!Owr^a,  for  an  adjournment.    TheSv«*WK 
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[an  upright  and  impartial  southern  man]  ruled 
this  motion  out  of  order. 

"  Mr.  Slade  was  proceeding  to  discuss  the 
question,  *  What  was  slavery  ?'  Mr.  Dawson 
again  asked  him  to  give  way  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  refused.  A  visible  commo- 
tion began  to  pervade  the  house — members 
rising,  clustering  together,  and  talking  with 
animation.  Mr.  Slade  continued,  and  was 
about  reading  a  judicial  opinion  of  one  of  the 
southern  States,  defining  a  slave  to  be  a  chat- 
tel, when  Mr.  Wise  called  him  to  order  for 
irrelevancy.  '  The  question  being  upon  the  ab- 
olition of  slavery  in  the  District,  and  the  argu- 
ment upon  the  lenity  of  slave  title  in  a  State.' 
The  Speaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  States. 
Mr.  Slade  eontended  that  he  read  the  decision 
as  he  mi^ht  have  done  that  of  an  English  court 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  Vir^nia,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. The  Speaker  decided  the  motion  out  of 
order,  and  Mr.  Slade  refused  to  yield  the  floor, 
and  continued  his  speech.  Mr.  Slade  pro- 
ceeded at  great  length,  when  Mr.  Petrikin,  of 
Pennsylvania,  called  him  to  order.  The  chair 
did  not  sustain  the  call.  Mr.  Slade  went  on 
quoting  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States,  and 
had  got  to  that  of  Virginia,  when  Mr.  Wise 
called  him  to  order  for  reading  papers  without 
the  leave  of  the  house.  The  speaker  then  said 
tliat  no  paper  objected  to  could  be  read  with- 
out leave  of  the  house. 

"*Mr.  AVise  then  said  that  the  gentleman 
had  wantonly  discussed  the  abstract  question  of 
slavery,  j^ing  back  to  the  very  first  day  of  its 
creation,  instead  of  slavery  as  it  now  existed  in 
tlie  District,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  it.  Ue  was  now  reading  the 
State  constitutions  to  show  that  as  it  existed 
in  the  States  it  was  against  them,  and  against 
the  laws  of  God  and  man.  This  was  out  of 
order.' 

"  Mr.  Slade  explained,  and  argued  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  course ;  he  was  about  to  read  a 
memorial  of  Dr.  Franklin*  and  an  opinion  of 
Mr.  Madison  upon  the  question  or  slavery, 
when  Mr.  Griffin,  of  Soutn  Carolina,  objected 
to  the  rcadinj^.  Mr.  Slade,  without  asking  the 
permission  of  the  Ilouse,  which  he  knew  would 
not  be  granted,  propose<l  that  the  clerk  should 
read  the  document.  To  this  the  Speaker  ol>- 
jected,  that  it  was  equally  out  of  oixler  for  the 
clerk  to  road.  Mr.  Griffin  withdrew  the  ob- 
jection, and  Mr.  Slade  proceeded  to  read  the 
pai)er.i  and  comment  upon  them.  He  was 
ubuut  to  return  to  the  state  of  opinion  in  Vir- 
ginia upon  the  subject  of  slavery  before  Dr. 
Franklin's  memorial.  Mr.  lihett  inquired, 
*AVhat  the  opinions  of  Virginia  fifty  years 
since  had  to  do  with  the  ca*»e  ?'  The  Speaker 
was  about  to  reply  when  Mr.  Wise  rose,  ond, 
with  much  warmth,  said : '  He  has  disousned  the 
whole  abstract  subject  (»f  slavery — f>f  slavery 
In  Virginia— of  slavery  in  my  own  district,  and 
I  now  ask  oil  fl|^y  collen;;uos  to  retire  with 


ntfrom  thip 


Mr.  Sla«le  reminded  the 


*  8eesmge6-6. 


Speaker  that  he  had  not  yielded  the  floor,  hat 
his  progress  was  interrupted  by  the  conditio^ 
of  tne  House,  and  the  exclamations  of  meniF* 
hers.  Amongst  them  Mr.  Holsey,  of  Geor^ia^ 
was  heard  calling  on  the  delegates  from  mat 
State  to  withdraw  with  him;  wnilst  Mr.  Khetf 
was  heard  proclaiming  that  the  members  Tnnxk 
South  Carolina  had  already  consulted  together 
and  appointed  a  meeting  at  three  o'clock,  in 
the  committee-room  of  we  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Here  the  Speaker  succeeded  in  gettin| 
the  floor,  and  stating  the  question  to  be  on 
granting  leave  to  the  member  from  Vermonl 
to  read  certain  papers,  the  reading  of  which 
had  been  objected  to.  Many  members  rose, 
all  addressing  the  chair  at  the  same  time,  and 
the  general  scene  of  noise  and  confusion  oo» 
tinned.  • 

'*  *  Mr.  Rhett  succeeded  in  raisine  bis  yoicc 
above  the  roar  of  the  tempest  which  raged  in 
the  House,  and  invited  the  entire  delegation 
from  all  the  slave  States  to  retire  from  the  haU 
forthwith,  and  meet  in  the  committee-room  d 
the  District  of  Columbia.' 

'*  The  Speaker  rose  to  a  personal  explana' 
tion,  and  succeeded  in  recapitulating  his  de< 
cisions  and  vindicated  their  correctness.  *  Had 
it  been  in  his  power,'  he  said,  '  to  restrain 
the  discussion,  he  should  have  done  so.  Bui 
it  was  not.' 

*'  Mr.  Slade  continuing,  said  the  paper  hf 
was  al>out  to  read  was  one  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  1774.  The  Speaker  was  about  to 
put  the  question  of  leave,  when  Mr.  Cost  John* 
son  inquired  if  it  *  would  be  in  order  to  force 
the  moml)er  from  Vermont  to  stop  V  The  ini< 
partial  chair  said,  in  despair,  that  it  could  nol 
1)0  done.  The  indomitable  Slade  proceeded  in 
triumph.  *  Then  Mr.  McKay,  of  rJorth  Caro- 
lina, a  clear,  cool-headed,  sagacious  man,  in* 
terposcd  the  objection  that  h^ided  Mr.  Slade.' 
The  rule  of  the  Ilouse  required  that  when  8 
member  was  called  to  order,  he  should  take 
his  seat ;  and,  if  decided  to  be  out  of  order, 
he  should  not  be  allowed  to  speak  again  with 
out  the  leave  of  the  House.  Mr.  McKay  stated 
the  point  of  order,  and  said  that  he  now  ob 
jected  to  Mr.  Slade's  proceeding.  'RedoU' 
bled  noise  and  confusion  ensued—^  crowd  ol 
members  rising  and  speaking  at  once,  they  a< 
last  yielded  to  tlie  noise  of  the  Speaker's  ham- 
mer,  and  his  apparent  desire  to  read  somethin| 
from  a  book — ^reco^ised  to  be  the  Manual — 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  at  last  succeeded 
in  reporting  the  rule  referred  to  by  Mr.  Mo 
Kay,  and  sustaining  his  motion.  Mr.  Slade 
endeavored  to  proceed.  The  Speaker  directed 
him  to  take  his  seat  until  the  question  of  leave 
should  be  put.  Then  Mr.  Slade— still  keeping 
on  his  feet — asked  leave  to  procoed  in  order. 
On  that  question  Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont^  asked 
the  ajes  and  nays.  Mr.  Rencher,  of  Nortli 
Carolina,  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Adanu 
and  others  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes  upon 
this  motion.  They  were  called,  and  resulted 
lOG  ayes,  63  noes — some  fifty  or  sixty  mem' 
bers  having  withdrawn." 

The  vote  against  adjournment  fidlows :— > 
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^Im  QalMr  Adaint;  Alexander  of  0.;  Allen,  of 
Tt :  AUen,  of  O. ;  Ajcrln,  of  N.  J. ;  Bell,  of  Tenn. ;  BMdle, 
iTPk:  Bond,  of  O.-.Bonlm,  of  Mbml;  Brine,  of  1Imh.:CU- 
toai,  at  Man.;  Cottn,  of  0.;  Cnnston,  of  R.  L;  Curtie,  of 
S.  T. ;  Cnahing,  of  Mw«. :  Derllngton,  of  Pa. :  PsTles.  of  Pa. ; 
Duao.  of  Ind. ;  Braoa,  of  Ma.;  Krerett,  of  Yt;  Rwing.  of 
lad.;  natekvr.  of  VL;  rUUnore,  of  N.  T.;  Oooda,  ofO.; 
GeMMl],  of  Alaae.;  Halej,  ofOonn.;  Hall,  of  Vt;  Uajitlnn,, 
ef  Slaai.:  Il«>nr7,  of  Pa.;  Herod,  of  Ind.;  Homnan,  of  N.  Y.; 
Lbcoln.  of  ilaai.;  Uarrin,  of  N.  T. ;  Uamn,  of  a :  MaxwelU 
if  N.  J.;  IftrKeanan,  of  Pa.;  lliUlgaa,  of  DeL;  U.  Morria,  of 
Pa.;  C  Morria.  of  0. ;  Najlor,  of  Pa. ;  Noree,  of  He. ;  Ogle,  of 
Pa.;  Pamenter,  of  Maiv. ;  Patterson,  of  N.  Y.;  Peck,  of  N. 
T.;  FIdUlija.  of  Maaa.;  Potta,of  Pa.;  Potfeer.of  Pa.;  Baridau, 
eflnd.:  Randolph,  of  N.  J.,  Bead,  of  Uau.;  Kidgwar.  of  0.; 
BaaaeU.  of  N.  Y. ;  Shaffer,  of  Pa. ;  Sibley,  of  N.  Y. ;  Blade,  of 
▼t:  SCimtton,  of  K.  J.;  TUHnghacC,  of  H.  L;  Toland,  of  Pa.; 
Vktla^  of  Ind.;  WUla»  of  Kj.;  Wblttleaey,  of  0.— 63. 

**  This  opposition  to  adjoamment,">'Bays  the 
kistorian,  "  was  one  of  the  worst  features  in 
tbis  imhappr  day's  work — the  only  eflfect  of 
keeping  the  noose  together  being  to  increase 
irritation,  and  multipiy  the  chances  of  an  out- 
break. From  the  beginning  Southern  members 
kad  voted  to  adjourn,  but  were  preyented  from 
Boeeeeding  by  the  tenacity  with  which  Mr. 
Sbde  kept  possession  of  the  floor ;  and  now,  at 
last,  when  it  was  time  to  adjourn  anv  way — 
when  the  House  was  in  a  condition  in  which 
no  cood  oould  be  expected,  and  great  harm 
mapkt  be  apprehendea — there  were  sixty-three 
Bembers  willing  to  continue  it  in  session. 
When  the  adjournment  passed,  Mr.  Campbell 
stood  up  in  a  chair,  and  calling  for  the  atten- 
tion of  members,  invited  all  of  the  southern 
delegations  to  attend  the  meeting  then  being 
held  in  the  committee-room  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

**  Members  from  the  slaveholding  States 
had  repaired  to  the  appointment,  agitated  by 
various  passions.  We  give  a  report  of  the 
ropositions,  presented  from  a  letter  written 
y  Mr.  Rhett : 

"  *  In  a  private  and  friendly  letter  to  the 
editor  of  tne  Charleston  Mercury,  amongst 
other  events  accompanying  the  memorable 
secession  of  the  southern  members  from  tlie 
hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  stated 
to  him  that  I  had  prepared  two  resolutions, 
drawn  as  amendments  to  the  motion  of  the 
member  from  Vermont,  whilst  he  was  discus- 
sing the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  South, 
'  declaring,  that  the  constitution  having  failed 
to  protect  the  South  in  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion and  enjoyment  of  their  rights  andf  pecu- 
liar institutions,  it  was  expedient  that  the 
Union  should  be  dissolved;  and  the  other, 
appointing  a  committee  of  two  members  from 
each  State,  to  report  upon  the  best  means  of 
peaceably  dissolving  it.'  They  were  intended 
as  amendments  to  a  motion  to  refer  with  in- 
Btractions  to  report  a  billt  abolishing  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Colombia.  I  expected  them 
tn  share  the  fate  which  inevitably  awaited  the 
original  motion  so  soon  as  the  floor  could  have 
been  obtained,  vis. :  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
My  design  in  presenting  them  was,  to  place 
before  Congress  and  the  people  what,  in  my 
opinion,  was  the  true  issue  upon  this  great 
and  vital  onestaon;  and  to  point  out  the 
course  of  poii^  by  whioh  it  should  be  met  by 
the  soathem  mates.' 
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"  *  But  extreme  counsels  did  not  prevail. 
There  were  members  present  who  well  con« 
sidered  that  although  the  provocation  was 
great  and  the  number  voting  for  such  a  fir^ 
brand  motion  was  deplorably  large,  yet  it  was 
but  little  more  than  the  one-fourth  of  ih^ 
House,  and  decidedly  less  than  oneJialf  of 
the  members  from  tne  free  States:  so  that^ 
even  if  left  to  the  free  State  vote  alone,  the 
motion  would  have  been  rejectCKl.  But  thi 
motion  itself,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
supported,  was  most  reprehensible — ^necessa- 
rily leading  to  disorder  in  the  House,  tha 
destruction  of  its  harmony  and  capacity  for 
useful  legislation,  tending  to  a  sectionsl  seere- 
^tion  of  the  members,  the  alienation  of  feel* 
mg  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and 
alarm  to  all  the  slaveholding  States.  The 
evil  required  a  remedy,  but  not  the  remedv 
of  breaaing  up  the  Union ;  but  one  whion 
might  prevent  the  like  in  future,  while  admin- 
istering a  rebuke  upon  the  past  That  remedy 
WAS  found  in  adopting  a  proposition  to  b6 
offered  to  the  House,  which,  if  agreed  to, 
would  close  the  door  against  any  (uscussion 
upon  abolition  petitions  in  future,  and  assimi- 
late  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  in  that 
particular,  to  those  of  the  Senate.  This  pro- 
position was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Patton, 
of  Virginia,  to  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to 
the  rules  at  the  opening  of  the  House  the  next 
morning.    It  was  in  these  words : — 

"  *  Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials, 
and  papers  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
or  the  buying,  seuin^,  or  transferring  of 
slaves,  in  any  State,  District,  or  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  be  laid  on  the  table  without 
being  debated,  printed,  read,  or  xeferred,  and 
that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon.' 

**  Accordingly,  at  the  opening  of  the  House 
Mr.  Patton  asked  leave  to  submit  the  resolu- 
tion— which  was  read  for  information.  Mr. 
Adams  objected  to  the  grant  of  leave.  Mr. 
Patton  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
wliich  motion  required  two-thirds  to  sustain 
it ;  and,  unless  obtained,  this  salutary  remedy 
for  an  alarming  evil  (which  was  already  in 
force  in  the  Senate)  could  not  be  offered.  It 
was  a  test  motion,  and  on  which  the  opponents 
of  abolition  agitation  in  the  House  required 
all  their  strength ;  for,  unless  two  to  one,  they 
were  defeated.  Ilappily  the  two  to  one  were 
ready,  and  on  takin/^  tne  yeas  and  nays,  de- 
manaed  by  an  abolition  member  (to  keep  his 
friends  to  the  track,  and  to  hold  the  free-State 
anti-abolitionists  to  their  responsibility  at 
home),  tlie  result  stood  135  yeas  to  60  nays^ 
the  full  two-thirds,  and  fifteen  over. 

"  This  was  one  of  the  most  important  y^es 
ever  delivered  in  the  House.  Upon  its  issue 
depended  the  quiet  of  the  House  on  one  hand, 
or  on  the  other  the  renewal  and  perpetuation 
of  the  scenes  of  the  dajr  before — ending  in 
breaking  up  all  deliberation  and  all  national 
legislaUon.  It  was  successful,  and  that  cri- 
tical step  being  safely  over,  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  was   secured— the  fte^S^W 
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friendly  vote  being  itself  saffictent  to  carry 
h ;  but,  although  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  secured,  yet  resistance  to  it  continued. 
Mr.  Patton  rose  to  recommend  his  resolution 
as  a  peftce  offering,  and  to  prevent  further 
agitation  by  demanding  the  prerious  question. 

"  Then  Allowed  a  scene  of  disorder,  which 
thus  appears  in  the  Register  of  I>obatee : 

*' '  Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  gentleman  precedes  his  resolution — [Loud 
cries  of  '  Order  I  order  I'  from  all  parts  of  the 
hall.]  Mr.  A.  He  preceded  it  with  remarks 
—p Order!  order!' J 

*' '  The  Chair  reminded  the  sentleman  that 
it  was  out  of  order  to  address  &e  House  after 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
^  "Mr.  Adams.  I  ask  the  House — [Con- 
tinued cries  of  'Order!'  which  compietoly 
drowned  the  honorable  member's  voice.'] 

"Order  having  been  restored,  the  next 
question  was,  *  Is  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  seconded  7'  which  seconding  would 
consist  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  ilouse ; 
which,  on  a  diviHion,  quickly  showed  itself. 
Then  came  the  further  question,  '  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?'  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nuys  were  demanded  und  taken ; 
and  ended  iu  a  repetition  uf  the  vote  of  the 
same  G3  against  it.  The  main  quovtion  was 
then  put  and  carried  ;  but  again,  ou  yeas  and 
nays,  to  hold  free-state  members  to  their  res- 
ponsibility ;  showing  the  same  63  in  the 
negative. 

**  Thus  were  stifled,  and  in  future  prevented 
in  the  House,  the  inflammatory  debates  on 
these  disturbing  petitions.  It  was  the  great 
session  of  their  presentation,  being  offered  by 
hundreds,  and  signed  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  [lersons — many  of  tliom  women,  who 
farcot  their  sex  and  their  duties  to  mingle  in 
such  inflammatory  work ;  some  of  them 
clergymen,  who  forgot  their  mission  of  peace 
to  stir  up  strife  among  those  who  should  be 
brethren.  It  wiw  a  portentous  content.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Slade  was,  not  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  expe<lioncY  of  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  (a  motion  in  it- 
aelf  suflicieutly  inflammatory),  but  to  eet  the 
command  of  the  Ilouse  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
that  purpose — ^whlch  would  be  a  decision  of 
the  question.    His  motion  failed." 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Patton  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  yeas  122,  nays  74.  The  negative 
vote  on  this  resolution  was  the  same  as  ou  the 
a^ournment  previously  recorded,  with  the  ex- 
ceptitm  that  Messrs.  Adams,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  and 
White,  who  voted  against  at^journing,  did  not 
vote  against  the  resolution.  Mr.  White  voted 
for  the  resolution.  The  others  named  did  not 
rote  at  all.  Messrs.  Vronson,  of  N.  Y.,  Chancy 
of  Ohio,  Duncan  of  Ohio,  Flotchcr  of  Mass., 
Foster  of  N.  Y.,  Oruham  of  Ind.,  Ilumer  of 
Ohio,  Ingham  of  Conn..  Kil;:;ore  of  Ohio, 
Leadbetter  of  Ohio,  Shoplor  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Me.,  Toucy  of  Conn.,   Webster  of  Ohio, 


and  Yorke  of  N.  J.,  also  voted  against  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Patton. 

During  the  second  session  of  the  24th  Con* 
gross,  the  Senate  pursued  the  coarse  of  laying 
on  the  table  the  motion  to  receive  all  abolition 
petitions. 

The  House  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ilawes  of  Ky.,  a  resolution  laying  all  aboU 
tion  petitions  upon  the  table,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred: 

During  the  25ih  Congress,  both  Houses  oon* 
tinned  to  pursue  a  like  respective  course  upon 
the  Bulject  of  abolition  petitions. 

The  Senate  has  to  this  day  continued  to  laj 
the  question  of  the  reception  of  abolition  p» 
titions  upon  the  table. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1840,  the  question 
was  taken  in  the  House  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  to  an  amend 
mcnt  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  to  the  rulei 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson  was  carried 
and  was  called  the  21st  liule.  It  is  as  follows: 

**  That  no  petition,  memorial  or  resolution, 
or  otherjnaper,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavei^ 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any  state  od 
territory,  or  the  slave-trade  between  the  stata 
or  territories  of  the  United  States,  in  which  ii 
now  exists,  shall  be  received  by  this  House 
or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever." 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  :— 

Yea8. — yi^nm.  Alfbrd.  of  Qa. ;  Andrew*,  of  K7. ;  Atbcrton 
of  N.  U. ;  Bankm  of  Va. :  B«f rne,  of  Va. ;  BlsckwrJl,  of  Tran. 
Uottfl.  of  Va. ;  B^d,  of  Ky. ;  A.  V.  Browo,  of  TWnn.;  Brows 
of  MiM.,  KurkeofN.  II.,  Hutlerof  Ky.,  Butinrof  S.CBTnm 
of  N.  C.  CainpbfU  of  S.  C,  Campbell  of  Tenn..  Carroll  of  Md 
Chapman,  of  Ala. ;  Colo^  of  Va. ;  Oolqiiltt,  of  Oa. ;  Conner,  o 
X.  (^.  Couper  of  Oa.,  Crabb  of  Aln.,  lYalK  of  Va.,  CrorkctI 
of  Tenn. ;  Crow,  of  Ark. :  BaTli  and  Fornance,  of  Pa. ;  Oai 
land,  of  Va. ;  Garland,  of  La. ;  Clpny,  of  Pa. :  Gofqdn.  of  Va. 
Graham,  of  X.  C. ;  Graven  and  Green,  of  K7.;  GrifliD.  of  S 
C;  llnlMn«bam.  of  On.;  Hawking,  of  N.  C;  llilU  of  Va. 
Hill,  of  N.  C. ;  llollemai),  of  Va. ;  Holmea,  of  8.  G. :  Hnpkhii 
of  Va.;  llnbbard,  of  Ala.;  Jamecon,  of  Mo.;  Jenifrr,  of  Md. 
Johnmn.  of  Va.;  Johnmn,  of  Md.;  Jonea,  uf  N.  Y.;  Juum 
of  Va.;  Kemble,  of  N.  Y. ;  LeadbetUfr,  of  0. ;  LewK  of  Ala. 
Luraa,  of  Va.;  MeCartj:  McClellan.  of  Tenn.;  McCullod 
of  Fa.;  McKar,  of  N.  C;  Medill,  of  0.;  MUler,  of  »Io. 
Montanya.  of  N.  Y. :  Montgomery,  of  N.  C. ;  Xbbet  of  Ga. 
Parrlnh.  of  0. ;  Parrlii,  of  3Ie. ;  PeCriken.  of  Pa. ;  lickenn,  o; 
a.  C:  Pope,  of  Ky.;  Prentliia,  of  N.  Y.;  PioiBt.  of  Ind. 
iUmeey.  of  Pa.;  Kayner,  of  N.  C;  KeynoUlm  of  HI.;  Kbetl 
of  S.  C;  lUveii.  of  Va.;  Rogeni,  of  8.  C;  SaraueK  of  Va. 
Shaw,  of  N.  n.;  Smith,  of  Me.;  Stanley,  of  X.  C;  Steen 
rod.  of  Va.:  Strong,  of  l*a.;  Sumter,  of  S.  C;  SweeoM 
of  O.;  Taliafeiu,  of  Va.;  Taylor,  of  0. ;  V.  Thomaa,  of  Md. 
P.  y.  Thoma*,  of  Md. ;  Thompron,  of  S.  C ;  Thompnm.  oi 
M1j«.;  Triplett.  of  Ky.;  Turner,  of  Tenn.;  Warren,  of  Ga. 
Watteraon,  of  Ti^nn. ;  Weller.  of  0. ;  White,  of  Ky.;  Wllliami 
of  N.  C;  J.  L.  WilHaiPi,  of  Tenn.;  C.  U.  WUIiama,  of  Tenn. 
Williami  of  Kj..  Wiae  of  Va.,  and  Wortblngton  of  Md.- 
114. 

Natb.— MeiBra.  Adamn  of  Mass.*  ABen  of  N.  Y.,  Allen,  o 
O.,  Anderaon  of  Me.,  Anderaou  of  Ky.,  Baker :  Barnard  of  M 
Y.,  Beatty  of  Pa..  Bell  of  Tenn..  Biddle  of  Pa.,  Bond  of  a 
Brewster  of  N.  Yh»  Brlgica  of  Mana.,  Brockaway  of  Cbna. 
Krown.  of  N.  Y. ;  Calhoun,  of  Ky.;  Carr,  of  la.;  Caaey.  ol 
HI..  Chittenden,  Clark  of  N.  IL,  aifford  of  Me.,  Oooper 
of  Pa. ;  Cranaton,  of  R.  J. ;  Crary,  of  Mich. ;  Curtla,  of  N.  Y. 
Cu«hing,  of  Maaa. ;  Dana,  of  X.  Y. ;  Daveo.  of  MaAe :  Dariei 
of  Pa. ;  Doane,  of  0. ;  Davia,  of  N.  Y.;  Duncan,  of  O. ;  U 
warda.  of  Ita. :  Bly  of  N.  Y. ;  Krana,  of  Me. ;  Krereit.  of  Vt 
Fillmore,  of  N.  Y.;  Fletcher,  of  Vt. ;  Floyd,  of  N.  Y. ;  Oatea 
tif  X.  Y. :  Gentry,  of  Tenn. ;  GMdingi  and  Gonde,  of  0. 
Grantrer.  of  N.  Y.;  Grinnell,  of  N.  Y.;  Hall,  of  Vt  :  Hand 
of  N.  v.:  HaNtlnKm  of  .Majia.;  Hantliifra,  of  O.;  Heury,  d 
ihu;  Homaan,  of  N.  Y.;  Book,  of  1>^;  Uowud,  of  U. 
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af  P&:  Ocl*.sf  P>.;  (MonH,i)f  Ooan.;  P«].n.  or  K.  t! 
rii— tii.<<  HIM.;  PajBtv.tf  PK.|F«k,DrH.  Y.iRiD- 
diU.  or  lUi  Budelpli,  of  H.  Ji  ■HUM.ar  II  :  R»d.  c-r 
MuLilUilcwu.sf  di  Hgcfn-of  N.T.i  Rn^alL,  or  N.  V,: 
klMMinU.  etliMM.;  attfui,  or  Fk.:  MataaUn,  or  f^  - 
«taila,iir  rt;  toillhat  TL.BaHUnKOniB^suikiHUiH- 
iCa.MsRi  er  OeaK,  Muait  gf  111,  TllllBthui '.r  H  I 
Tidu4ofPL,TniDlnlli><OoaB,U-'- — ~-  - 
ten«l  or  N.  T^  Wunwr  of  PL,  W 
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The  Slat  rule,  aa  it  iru  called,  -nhich  re&d 
■B  fblloiri :  "  No  petition,  memorial,  reao- 
Intion,  or  Other  paper  prajriag  tbe  abolition 
QUwInctrictorCofoiiibia,  uriui; 
. .  ir  the  elaTfrlrade  between 
the  atalaa  and  the  territoriee  of  the  United 
Slal«s  in  which  it  now  «xi•t^  shall  be  receiv- 
ed hj  this  HooM,  OF  mtwtaiued  iii   anj  nay 


of  tiamrj  in  tl 


i^udever,"  was  rescinded  on  the  3d  of  Doc. 
1M4,  on  motion  of  Ur.  J.  Quinoj  Adaiae,  \<y 
jeaa  and  naji  ■•  follows : 


O. :  Dkiy.  of 
iuili.'fi  S.'Y.i  mmm.~it~K.~J^Vtihi^'Bt  M.  j*^  Hih.  oV 
S.  X.:  rio«B«,af  0.1  Foot,  orTLj  rails,,  of  K.;  Olil 
«H<*.  a(  0. :  aiOTB.  at  K.  T.;  Grlanll.  of  Hui. :  H.I.,  or 
H.  U.:  II«bU%  of  Ha.)  IlMiUB,  of  H.  C;  Biittu.  or  11L. 
tlMrta.  or  IX;  UaBlar.  o(  la.;  Ibntck.  aTMo.;  IlabbelL 
or  X.  r.,  U«ila()>,orMuai  HnnwIbnl.ofK.T.i  Hao^ 
ar  Mlch.1  J.  «■  lanraolL  e(  Pa.)  Inia.  of  Fa.;  Jnclu,  of 
Pa.;  P.  B.  JotantBB,  of  O.:  RniiwdT,  of  la.:  Kmnrdr.  of 
Ht-lUacorilaH:  Klrkpalridi,  of  N.  J. ;  iMunl.  nfN. 
T. :  LjoK.  or  Mich.;  XcChuilMi.  ata;  Moaniand.  of  Mlcb. : 
XeDuaall. ora-,  XcIl'*l<H.sr  rm.-,  Hanh.orvt;  MorriL 
<fPa.;MoRta.ota;  Xnmof  3U.;  Uailj,  or  N.  T . ;  Naa, 
or  Pa,i  Ona.  of  la.;  Panaaatir.  nr  UaM.;  PatUnoL.  at 

-     -■       ~   loltof  .\.  Y.j  PuUntk,  orPa.; 

N.__r.:  PraotiWj  of  SiJ.;  Varij, 

, — l;  lli»nri.orN. 

iljyin.^  O.;  EaiaDla.  or  la.;  fchowk,  or  I).:  Surcr- 
~1.  avjn&oqr,  of  Oaao. ;  Davll  I*-  Atj- 
wour.  IK  -I.  >.;  aiom  teilh,  or .V  T.;Jal]D  T.  Bmltli.  or 
!>>. :  Ttmrnm  gBllh.  la.;  Caleb  fi.  Saiilb.  or  la. ;  gbiLnn.  or 
X.  T.i  AHlnrw  RIanrt.  or  Pa.;  John  SUVart,  orCuun.: 

alM.  Df  S.  V.;Vaan.«r».:  riaisD.nrO.;  WBotwoiih.  or 
.:  WgOoniL  of  Jt'L;  Wbaalon,  of  XiaiL;  Jobn  WhIU.  or 
Kr.;  UaslaBlB  Wlilla.  of  No.:  WUIIamiL  vt  iUm. ;  Wlo- 
lfat«pr>r>IaK.WIUbmWA:U<rS.I,Jo»vh  jL  Wtl«til 
of  U. :  aad  Yoot,  of  Pa.— lu>i. 
Kaia.— Vrtva.  Airintum,  o 
tlorm.  or  Va.;  lUlj.  or  v..; 

of  Pa.;  lUnidJ.flUek.  oru 

■UackBall.otToBB.:  BmllB,DrMii.;  Bcqid,  o 

Bvt,ur8.c.ii>umi.  i>ri 

rfc*|jifc*ii,  of  Ala. ;  Ancutdi  ...  . ,  _  .  _ .  .^ 

af  Cb  (\itib  uf  Ua,  DhiUI  of  a.  C  Uarntt  Darii  a 
JnbaW  DiHlo.afU.;  Uanm.  of  La. :  Dabmr.  of  N.Ci 
tMl>[t.uf  Ala.;Di«av>ul*.orTa.:ncUlB,o([lL;  Wnncb, 
afT>Bii.:<l«dii,tfVi.-,Oiiilat^KT.;  H.inJ«o,  orii.; 
ll'jBat*.  of  STt^Uiwt,  of  ni. ;  DoDkroa,  of  V*. :  Hou.4t<.n. 
(<Al>.:lluliaid,orfk.i  Ila(lH^of  Xa.;Cbarl»  .1.  Innr- 

di>*  Joliidaa.orT»a,i  Gtona  W.  Jrn-^^'Tu..,.  .  ii..,.. 

tea  Klin,  of  X.  T.i  Labnacb*.  o 

taiBpkia.  of  Ga.;  MrCkniud.  i  ~ 

HefCar.  of  V  C ;  HaUxwo,  or  ti. :  luae  e.  .nor^i..  ci  i.l 

■■■nbT.of.'(.T.;!iiwtuB,  oTVil;  Nixri^orN.  II.;  Pbvoi 

0(Ara.;PlTtoa,arTinn.:  Da>M  S.  KaU,  of  .V.  C;  K^ioLi 

er  K.  IMKair^af  No.:  RhiU.  or  I!.  C.  i  Aodctj,  a(  M. 


.    r.iP>uM,(ii     . 

PDtt(T.otK.l.;  Piatl,  ofN. 
or  H.  v.:  Raair         ""      ■ 
Fa.;  >i>MBmi.i 
T.;  H-J-in.'4 


U.;  XcCooD.ll.> 


■MalLufLa.:  ttotint  Emllh.  of  IlUnoli :  Hltirnrad.  of  Tl 
HqiiHna.  uf  tta.  1  gtllaik  of  Oik;  JaoM  W.  Sluno,  <M  K;  : 
AUMP.  eioBa.of  U.:  Tarlor,  of  Va.;  Tbokiawoa.  dT  Ky.; 
Unapau^  of  Nln;  TIbbalu,  or  Tma.;  WoUh-,  of  0.: 


Od  the  let  of  Dee.  1845,  Mr.  OhapEUU  of 
Ala.  made  a  motion  in  effect  to  mviTe  the 
21atnile,  butitwaarejcctAd  by  aroteof  jeaa 
84,  naja  121.    The  following  u  tho  affirmatin 

Tui^Mooan.  fttplMa  Alami,  U  Xkl.:  AUnDK  rf 
Va.;  Barrlaan-.  of  X.  0.:  Bajlar.  of  Va.;  B>dlii(ir.  afVa.; 
tM  III  Kj..  Janm  A.  Hark  irf  S.  C..  Bawllii  nT  Mn.  Bord 
of  Kt.  tmioB  arooB  or  Tmon  WJlUam  O.  Bms  oT 
■fa.;  Biutior  a.  C.;  (kbeJl,  of  Pla.;  Jobs  a.Cba»BaB,or 

OIl;  Cba«,  of  TaDB. ;  Aiipman.  ofsikb. ;  CUrko,  of  "'c; 
ODl>b,o(lla.i  CDekhc«T<Dn.:  OonauUa, of  Md. ;  Cullon, 
ofTniD.;  DaaM,  orN.CKianvttDBTlmorKj.iPabMB, 
of  N.  a ;  DocknT,  or  N.  C :  DmudwK  of  in. ;  DnwcDolo,  «r 
Ta..r>nii.  orO.;  rickllD.  of  UL;  «Un  of  Md.ranluB, 
oTN-C;  l[anlooii,(ifOa.;lIaimaBasD,cfU.:l»lllaHl,gt 
Ala.;  IIoRa,  of  111. ;  laaae  K.  HoUMa.  of  «,  C. ;  Uopklna,  of 
Va.;  OoantoB.  Haanoa,  of  Ala. i  K.  W.  llDbaid.  of  Ta.; 
IlDBltr.  of  Va.1  Charita  J.  Inganiill,tf  Pa.;  Joanb  Joba- 
•DD,  Of  Va.:  AiidnwJubiwHi,amiio.;<IooT|a  W.JeiH8.af 
Tonn.;  Bgaborn  Jonaa,  Of  Oa.;  IboBai  B.  naf,  of  Oa.: 
Laako.of  Va.1  U«oa,orMd.;  Lui|^oriI«.;  lJiBipkio,«/ 
Oa.;  MiCUui,  of  pLi  HeGmnand.  of  111.;  MoCbBDiU,  af 
Ala.:  NelloDiT,  of  Kf.;  HeKar.of  H.C;  Jolm  P.Haitlm, 
ofKT.i  BaBLiTMattlB.orTaBB.;  Nonla, of  H. H. ;  tBTHb 
or  Ala.;  PindLtoa.  of  Vi.;  IWij,  Of  Hd.;  Pitn,  ef  Mo.; 
RddiDf  N,C,i  Balb,  of  H0.1  Bbitt,  of  B.  O.;  Boddoo,  oT 
Va.;  A.  D.  BlBia,of  B.  C. :L.  H.  SliBiBa  oTNol;  BliiaasB,af 
B.G.:  Robart  HBiitbi.of  tlL;  dtantos,  of  Tniik ;  B&^iao, 
ofOa.  Taylor  ofVa.,  Jacob  TbompaoD  of  Mlaa,  Tooab^oT 
"--  TlbbalU  of  K  T.,  Tnadwa*  of  vk,  Tnmta  of  K  j,  WOBOt 
Fa,  Weod*ini  or  a.  C,  Yuov  of  Ala,  YoU  oT  Arfc^-M. 

TbA  following  Southern  RepreaantativM 
voted  in  the  ne^tive, 

Heeara.  Crozier  and  Gentry  of  Tenn^ 
Grider,  Younci  end  Tboma«aon  of  Ky^ 
Houston  of  Del.,  Thibodcaui  of  La. 

The  foUowinf;  is  the  affirmative  vote  in  the 
Ilouee  on  the  llth  of  Deo.  1845,  in  laying  on 
the  table  an  abolition  petition,  presented  bj 
Hr.  Calver  of  N.  T.,  praying  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  the  elave-trade  in  the  Dialriot 
of  Colombia. 

Till.— Uwan.  &  Adama,  of  Mtaa;  AtUarai.  of  Va.: 
lMrriagaT,afN.C.;Dajl*riOfVa.:BidiBtiT,ofVa.:Bi|u 
of  nTC.;  Jamao  Blatk,  of  Fa.;  Jawa  A.  BlMk.  of  S-H.; 
Bojd.orlh,;  Biodhoad,of  Pa.iWmiana.  BnnTB,af  Ta.1 
BoTt,  of  ft  0.;  JoliB  H.  Oampbolt,  of  Fa.;  Aafulm  A. 
CbapBan.  of  Va.;  B.  Chapoan,  of  Ala. ;  Cbipnaa,  of  Mich.; 
Clarki.  of  N.  C. ;  Oocka.  of  IbsB.;  Cmlar,  oT  Todb.  ;  CalloB, 
—  n.iCBDabicbaai.oro.:  DaoU.or S.C;  a.Da>ta,Bt 
Dockarr.of  H.  a;  DoiulaK  of  111.;  Bdiallof  N.J.; 

.IB,  of  Pa.;  Faiaa.  of  0.:  Fiatcr,  of  Pa.;  OoBtir,  of 

Ttnn.:  OUh.  of  Md. :  Oeodnar.  of  N.  T.i  OivhaiB.  of  N.  C. : 
"-'Jar.arKT.;Haial>Da.orUa.;HanBal>»B.DfLa.i  Itai- 
oflDd.;11ILIkud.of  Ala.1  Hoin,Df  Ul.i  I]opklBi,otVa.: 
idW.  lI<>iub>B,ariM.:0.  a.  UoBatoo,ofA3a..  IlBBgtr- 
l.orH.Y.:  HnntoT.orVa.:  CbarlH  J.Ili«at<nll,Bf  Pa.: 
I.  JohBBB,  or.V.  U.i  J.Jabniaii,ofVa.;  Andnw  JohB- 
.  __  of  Taon.  OMria  W.  JoBia  of  TsBB..  gaaboTB  JoBM  of 
Oa.,  BniBodT  of  lod.,  T.  B.  KJnK  of  U>.  I^vmf*  of  N.  T_ 
Laaka  of  Va.,  LtTla  of  Pans.  Utoa  or  Nd,  Lampkin  or  0^ 
N»  la*  of  H.  r.,  MtCUKB  of  Pa,  UeCiata  or  Mb,  UcHcDrr 
or  X;.,  Jobs  P.  Harlla  of  Kjr.,  Bamaj  Najtln  or  Tobil. 
Millar  or  N.  Y.,  Nona  of  IsuMaaa.  Hoalloii  of  N.  II.,  Noi^ 
riiDfH.H.,OinnoflBd.  FariBtaofO..FBTBiof  Ala^  Poo. 
dlXoaarVa,PmUlafO,Poii7<<Hd,Piilt<>fIi>d,Piloa 
of  Mo.,  RathboB  of  H.  Y,  ItoM  of  N.  C.  Brifc  of  No.,  BtCtor 
or  PL,  RobaRa  or  MiiB,  tewjar  of  d,  aaBwn  of  M*., 
SeddoB  of  Va.,  A.  D.  Mnu  of  S.  0.  L,  H.  Bhami  of  No, 
BtmBKiB  of  a.  C.  Ilobort  BmlUi  of  m,,  Slanfaw  of  Tmb. 
BUBbgoi  of  Ita.  Tblbodsaoi  or  !«..  Jaiaaa  IboBpBu  of  Pa., 
■  -  '  TbompiKin  of  KIk,  Tfaamwa  of  O,  Hbbati  of  Kj. 
If  or  Ua..  Tnadwaj  of  Va..  Tnuabo  af  Kr.,  Waataortk 
,  Wick  of  lad-  WUmot  of  Pa„  WoadrnB  Df  If.  T, 
WuodnHd  Df  S.  C,  Woodwonli  of  H.  J..  y»Dotj  or  Ala, 
-  Jl  or  Ark,  Yonnc  of  Ky.,  ud  Yort  or  Pa^lO^ 

On  tho  2ath  of  February,  1850,  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  of  Ohio,  in  the  Uoufio  of  Bepresentatives, 
preaented  two  petitioiu,  one  from  Isaac  Jef- 
fries and  other  citiiens  of  Fenos.,  and  the 
other  from  John  T.  Woodward  and  other  citi- 
of  Del.  and  Pm.    They  were  u  fuUana*. 
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"  Wo,  thb  nnderaigaed  inhalutanti  of  Peiin~ 
■ylmua  ukd  Delaware,  believutK  Uiat  Ihe 
Federal  Conititiitian,  in  pled^ng  tne  itrengtb 
of  tte  whole  nation  to  sapport  lUreiy,  Tiolateg 
the  Divine  law,  makes  wai  upon  human  rights, 
and  is  poedy  mconustent  with  repubUcan 
prinoipleB ;  toat  its  attempt  to  unite  slavery 
in  one  body  politie  has  nrongbt  upon  the 
country  great  and  manifold  evils,  and  has 
ftally  proved  that  no  such  union  can  exist,  but 
hj  the  uwrifice  of  freedom  to  the  supremacy 
Of  alaveij,  reBpectfoUy  aak  you  to  devise  and 
ptOpOH  without  delay,  some  plan  for  the  im- 
meoiate,  peaceful  diaaolution  of  the  American 

Hr.  Giddtngs  moved  to  refer  tlie  petitions 
to  a  seleot  eommittee  with  iiutructiona  to  in- 
First.    Whether  disaffection  vrith  our  Fe- 
deral Union  exists  among  the  peopM  of  these 

Secondly.  If  so,  to  what  extent  does  such 
discontent  exist  t 

Thirdly.     From  what  has  such  disaffection 

Fourthly.  The  proper  means  of  restoring 
oonfidence  among  the  people  T 

Mr.  McClemand  of  111.  objected  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  petiUoDB,  and  it  was  decided 
by  a  vote  of  yeaa  8,  nays  162,  not  to  receive 

The  affirmative  vote  consisted  of  Hessra. 
Allen  of  Mass.,  Durkee  of  Wisconsin,  Gid- 
dings  of  Ohio,  Ooodenow  of  Me.,  Howe  of  Pa., 
Julian  of  Ind.,  Preston  King  of  N.  Y.,  and 
Boot  of  Ohio. 

Upon  the  Ist  of  February,  1850,  the  same 
petitions  praying  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
were  presented  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Ilale  of 
N.  H. 

Hr.  Webster  of  Mass.  suggested  that  there 
should  have  been  a  preamble  to  the  petition 
in  these  words — 

"  Qcntlemon,  members  of  Congress,  whereas 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  you  and 
each  of  you  took  your  solemn  oaths  in  the 
presence  of  God  and  on  the  Holy  £vangcIUts, 
that  you  would  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  U.  S.,  now  therefore  we  pray  yon  to  take 
immediate  steps  te  break  up  the  Union  and 
overthrow  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
as  soon  a«  you  can.  Andaain  duty  bound  we 
will  ever  pray." 

But  three  Senators  voted  for  Ihe  reception 
of  the  petition,  vii.: 

Messrs.  Chase,  Hale,  and  Seward. 

These  petitions  have  since  then  exdted  but 

little  attention.       

AhOUUon  Platrorms. 

The  first  natinnnl  platform  of  the  Abolition 
puty  npon  which  it  went  inte  the  contest  in 
JMi  Adored  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 


IHstrict  of  Colombia  and  Territories;  Uii 
intei^taU  slave-trade,  and  a  general  oppoil 
tioD  to  slavery  to  the  full  extent  of  constiM 
tional  power. 

In  1848,  that  portion  of  the  party  which  (U 
not  support  the  Buffalo  nominees  took  thi 
ground  of  affirming  the  constitutional  autlitf 
rity  and  duty  of  the  General  Government  k 
abolish  slavery  in  the  States. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Buffalo,"  tlie  platfon 
of  the  Free  Soil  party,  which  nominated  Ut 
Van  Buren,  will  be  found. 

In  1852,  the  Independent  Democrats  • 
they  were  called,  who  supported  Jolm  P.  Hal 
fbr   President,  adopted  the  fbllovring  plat 

Having  assembled  in  National  Conventioa 
as  the  Delegates  of  the  Free  Democracy  of  th 
United  States,  nnited  by  a  common  resolve  t 
maintain  right  against  wrongs,  and  freedoi 
against  slavery;  confidin;^  in  the  intelli^enoi 
patriotism,  and  the  discriminating  juntice  o 
the  American  people,  putting  our  trust  in  Go 
fbr  the  triumph  of  our  cause,  and  invokin 
His  guidance  in  our  endeavors  to  advance  i 
we  now  submit  to  the  candid  judgment  of  a 
men  the  following  declaration  of  priociph 
and  measures : 

I.  That  governments,  deriving  their  jn 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  & 
instituted  among  men  to  secure  to  all,  tha 
inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pu 
suit  of  happiness,  with  which  they  are  e: 
dowed  bv  tneir  Creator,  and  of  wliich  noi 
can  be  deprived  by  valid  legislation,  exce 
for  crime. 

II.  That  the  true  mission  of  American  I 
mocracy  is  to  maintain  the  liberties  of  t 
people,  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  t 
ptffpetuity  of  the  Union,  by  the  impartial  ■ 

Slicatinu  tn  publio  affairs,  without  section 
iscri  mi  nations,  of  the  fundamental  principl 
of  etjual  rights,  strict  jnstice,  and  economit 
administration . 

III.  That  the  Federal  Government  is  o 
of  limited  powers,  derived  solely  from  I 
Constitution,  and  the  grants  of  power  there 
ought  to  be  strictly  aonstmed  by  all  the  < 
partments  and  agents  of  the  government,  a 
it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exerc 
doubtful  constitutional  powers. 

IT.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit 
States,  ordained  to  form  a  more  perfect  unit 
to  establish  justice,  and  secure  the  blessir 
of  liberty,  expressly  denies  to  tiie  gene 
government  alt  power  to  deprive  any  per! 
M  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  aue  p 
ceas  of  law ;  and  therefore  the  governme 
having  no  more  power  to  make  a  slave  th 
to  moke  a  king,  and  no  more  power  to  ef 
blish  slavery  than  to  establish  monarcl 
should  at  once  proceed  to  relieve  itself  from 
responsibili^  for  the  existence  oF  slave 
wherever  it  possesses  constitutional  pOKCt 
le^alato  for  its  extinotion. 
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T.  Th&t,  to  the  perwrcring  and  importn' '  in  limited  quuitities,  tree  of  etwt,  to  laod- 
iist«  demands  of   the  BUre  power  for  more    lesa  settlers. 

•Uto  Rtatefl,  new  slaTe  territories,  and  the  i  XIII.  That  a  dne  regard  (or  th«  Federal 
nationalizalionofslaTery,  our  distinul  and  final  CoDstitutinn,  and  sound  administrative  polii'j, 
•ntver  is — no  more  slave  glates,  no  slave  tcr~  i  dpmuid  that  the  fhnds  of  the  general  ^cm- 
ritorr,  no  nationalized  slaverj,  and  no  national  tnent  be  ke|)t  separate  from  banking  institu- 
Icgi-ilittion  for  the  extradition  of  slaves.  |tions;  that  inland  and  ocean  postage  should 

Vl,  That  slaver;  is  a  ein  agaiDot  Ood,  and    be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  pomt ;  tiiat 
"'    "        '  It  man,  which  no  human  enact-  "o  more  revenue  shonid  be  raised  than  is  re- 


quired to  defrav  the  strictly  necessarj  e 
penges  of  the  puolic  service,  and  to  pay  off  the 
public  debt;  and  that  the  power  and  patron- 
nge  of  the  covemment  should  be  diminished 
by  the  Bb<>lition  of  all  unnecessary  ofEces, 
salaries,  and  privileges,  and  by  tho  election, 
by  the  people,  of  sJl  civil  officers  ii      ' 


and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  i 
exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same. 

XV.  That  emierants  and  exiles  from  tfaf 
Old  World  should  End  a  cordial  welcome  to 
homes  of  comfort  uid  fields  of  enterprise  in 
the  New ;  and  every  attempt  to  abridge  tbair 


uipnt  nor  uiuige  can  make  right ;  and  that 
iliriatianity,  humanity,  and  patriotism  alike 
ilemaod  its  abolition. 

VII.  Tliat  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850 
u  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  to  the  prin- 
cinlei  of  the  common  law,  to  the  spirit  of 

r^liristianitv,  andtothe  sentiments  of  the  civil-    v       ,  ■,    t,  ■.     .  t,  ,    ■  , 

iicl  world.  We  therefore  deny  its  binding  viceof  the  United  Slates,  so  far  a*  may  be. 
furce  upon  the  American  people,  and  demand  , ".'»"'''  '"''  the  prompt  and  efficient  tran 
ila  immediate  and  total  ftmai  I  ^'°B.S-l  t^e  public  business. 

VIII.  That  the  doctriuTthat  any  human  |  ,^I^-  Thatriver  and  harbor  improvement.. 
law  is  a  finality,  and  not  subject  to  modifica. ' "'""'  »'^''«s"^  »<•  f"  ?»fety  and  convenience 
tion  or  repeal. 'ii  not  in  accordance  with  the  ."|f  «'>»'n««e'''tb  foreign  nations,  or  among 
cnscd  of  tUTfouuders  of  onr  government,  and  ^* '«'«™,'  .slates  are  o^ectsof  national  con- 
.  .  ..  Ai_  I'l.  _.■  ^  ..L  1  cern  ■  and  it  is  th**  dutv  of  Ikimrrnsfi.  in  th* 
la  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

IX.  That  the  acts  of  Conzrees,  known  as 
the  CompronuHe  Measures  of  1850,  by  making 
the  ftdmission  of  a  sovereign  state  contingent 
up>:>n  the  adoption  of  other  measures  demanded 
by  the  special  intereet  of  slavery ;  by  their 

■MiiiMion  to  guaranty  freedom  in  free  terri-  pri,i|e„  bf  becoming  cititeni  and 
luries;  by  their  attempt  to  unpoeeunconstitu-   fi,^  ^^  ^  „«  ^^  ^^  be  resisted  with 

U.^al   limitations  on  the  power  of  CongWM  |  inflexible  dcterininationT 

and  the  people  to  admit  new  statM ;  by  their  ,  ^VI.  That  every  nation  hui  a  clear  right  to 
pr.,vis."ns  for  the  assumpuon  of  five  millions  ^jj^,  ^^  ^^an  ifb  own  government,  and  to 
■.r  the  »taedeU  of  Texas,  and  forthe  payment  .^^i^igt^  its  own  concerns  in  such  manner 
uf  five  millions  more,  and  the  cession  of  a  targe   ^  ^est  secure  the  right*  and  promote  the 

territory  (o  the  wunoBtate nnder  menace,  aa  an  hanpinesB  of  the  people ;  and  foreign  interfrr- 
in-iuc^-nient  to  the  rclmquishment  of  a  ground-  I  once*^with  that  riSTt  U  a  dangerous  violation 
1.-M  claim,  and  by  their  invasion  of  the  sover- .  „f  j,,^  j^^  ^f  niL^ons.  again  it  which  all  inde- 
.-.Snty  ,.f  the  states  and  the  liberties  of  the  ^j,„t  governments  s&.uld  protest,  and  en- 
|«.-.pfe  through  the  enactment  of  an  unjust,  op-  ^^avor  by  all  proper  means  to  prevent ;  and 
..rr^sire  and  unconstitutional  Fugitive  Slave  especially  is  it  the  duty  of  the  ^erican  go- 
Uw.aijeprovedtobemconsistentwithallthe  ^ei^ent,  representing  the  chief  republic  of 
principle,  and  maxims  of  Democracy  and  the  world,  to  protest  agains^  and  bf  all  pro- 
wh.,lly  inadequate  to  the  se  Uement  of  the  ^,^g^„,,^,^„^^„(  (^^ei„,e„e„,i„^„f  ^f 
,l...>stions  of  which  tliey  are  claimed  to  be  an  ^„j  emperors  against  naUons  seeking  to  esta- 
wljuMment.  dligl,  f^,  themselves  republican  or  constitn- 

X.  That  no  permanent  settlement  of  the   n^nal  covemmcnts. 

slavery  queWion  can  be  looked  for,  except  in  XVII.  That  the  independence  of  Ilnvti 
th«  pmitical  recognition  of  the  truth,  thai  ought  to  be  recognised  bj  our  poveronient 
slavery  M  sectional,  and  freedom  national ;  by  ^nd  our  commercial  relations  with  it  placed 
:  thetotal  separation  of  the  general  government  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations. 
fr..rn  ylavcry,  and  the  exercise  of  Ks  legitimate  XVIII.  That  as,  by  the  Constitution,  "  Ihp 
and  xmstitutional  influence  on  the  side  of  free-  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
d.im  :  and  by  learing  to  the  states  the  whole  privileges  and  immunities  of  citiiens  of  the 
Mitgeotof  aUvery  and  the  extradition  of  fugi-   aevcral    states,"  the  practice  of  imprisoning 

Iiivos  from  service.  |  colored  seamen  of  otfior  states,  while  the  vea- 

.\I.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  right  to  a  I  sels  to  which  they  belong  lie  in  port,  and  re- 
I    |«jpti'>n  of  the  soil ;  and  that,  as  the  use  of  the    fusing  to  exercise  the  right  to  bring  snch  cases 
"iiil   is  indispensable  to  life, -the  right  of  all  '  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
I    men  to  the  soil  is  as  sacred  an  their  right  to    to  test  tho  legality  of  such  proceedings,  is  a 
I    I  fe  itself.  flagrant  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  an 

XII.  That  the  public  lands  of  the  United  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  citiieoa  of  other 
States  lielon"  to  the  people,  and  ghnuld  not  bo  slates,  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  profe*- 
■idd  to  individuals  nor  granted  to  corporations,  '  cions  made  by  the  slaveholders,  that  they  wish  ■ 
b«t  should  be  held  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  .  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  faiukfnllj 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  should  be  granted  { observed  by  every  rtate  in  UkO  Uiuan. 
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XIX.  That  wo  recommend  the  introduction 
into  all  treaties  hereafter  to  be  negotiated  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations, 
of  some  provision  for  the  amicable  settlement 
of  difficulties  by  a  resort  to  decisive  arbitration. 

XX.  That  the  Free  Democratic  party  is  not 
organized  to  aid  either  the  Whig  or  Democratic 
wiug  of  the  great  Slave  Compromise  party  of 
the  nation,  but  to  defeat  them  both ;  and  that 
repudiating  and  renouncing  both,  as  hope- 
lessly corrupt,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  confi- 
dence, the  purpose  of  the  Free  Democracy  is 
to  take  possession  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  administer  it  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  whole  people. 

XXI.  Xhat  we  inscribe  on  our  banner,  Free 
Soil,  Free  Speech,  Free  Labor,  and  Free  Men, 
and  under  it  will  fight  on  and  fight  ever,  until 
a  triumphant  victory  shall  reward  our  exer- 
tions. 

XXII.  That  upon  this  platform  the  Con- 
vention presents  to  the  American  people,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  John  P.  Hale,  of  New  Ilamp- 
«liirc,  and  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  George  W. 
Julian,  of  Indiana,  and  earnestly  commends 
Jjcin  to  the  support  of  all  freemen  and  parties. 

For  the  Anti-Slavery  Platform  of  1852,  see 
"*  Republican  Platform." 

ibolitionists  and  Republicans. 

Extracts  from  Letters,  Speeches,  and  Re- 
solves OF. 

"  TuE  Abolitionists  as  Prophets. — ^Who- 
^pver  has  been  an  attentive  reader  of  anti- 
ilAvery  literature  and  journalism  for  the  last 
ni'teen  or  twenty  years,  cannot  but  have  been 
struck  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy  that  runs 
through  it  all.  To  be  sure,  the  Abolitionists 
may  hQ  said  to  belong  to  that  large  class  of 
prophets  who  help  to  bring  about  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  own  predictions.  But  it  is 
a  proof  that  they  have  known  wliat  they 
wanted,  and  also  how  best  to  bring  it  about. 
They  have  had  a  clear  vision  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  way  in  which  they  were  to  walk, 
and  of  the  wort  which  they  had  to  do.  They 
acted  on  certain  fixed  principles,  basing  their 
measures  on  the  nature  ot  things  and  the 
nature  of  man ;  and,  as  their  principles  were 
eternally  right,  and  their  views  of  man  and 
his  ways  founded  on  reason  and  experience, 
and  as  their  speculations  and  their  practice 
had  no  taint  of  selfishness  in  them,  it  was 
almost  inevitable  that  they  should  see  clearly 
and  act  sagaciously.  Only,  they  have  not  seen 
half  that  was  to  come  to  pass,  and  the  times 
were  hidden  from  them,  so  that  they  are 
astonished  at  the  haste  with  which  the  pro- 
cession of  events  hurries  past,  in  spite  of  the 
second-sight  which  discerned  their  coming 
shadows  m  the  distant  future. 

**  Among  the  many  predictions  which  they 
have  uttered,  or  rather  the  many  statements 
chey  have  made,  as  to  what  must  come  to  pass, 
the  one  which,  five  or  six  years  ago,  seemed 
the  wilde^t^  waa  the  necessary  division  of  the  I 


nation  into  two  parts — ^the  Northern  and  H 
Southern — of  which  the  principles  should  1 
Slavery  and  Anti-Slavery.  Five  years  as 
what  seemed  more  unlikely  than  that  S 
nation  should  be  divided  into  strictly  section 
parties  as  it  is  now  ?  The  Whigs  were  rn 
ning  up  their  bids  for  slaveholding  suppo 
with  a  desperation  which  showed  that  th( 
had  abandoned  any  other  hope  of  succe; 
Daniel  Webster  had  abandoned  all  hope  of 
North,  and  had  flung  himself  and  all  ne  hi 
at  the  feet  of  the  slave-masters,  as  his  last  ai 
only  chance  for  the  eminence  he  sighed  fc 
They  spurned  him  away,  to  be  sure,  and  sei 
him  broken-hearted  into  his  grave ;  but  th( 
appointed  both  the  candidates  and  elected  tJ 
one  they  loved  the  best. 

"  The  idea  of  a  Northern  party,  of  a  par 
which  should  not  extend  its  ramifications  in 
the  Southern  States,  was  regarded  as  som 
thing  worse  than  a  chimera,  as  a  |>ositi^ 
imagining  of  the  death  of  the  republic,  as 

Eositive  misprisionof  treason.  What  a  olian^ 
as  come  over  the  dreams  of  the  people  nhu 
then!  The  Whig  party,  five  years  ago  i 
power,  and  with  a  reasonable  prospect  ( 
maintaining  it,  now  dispersed,  is  domolishc 
and  ground  to  powder.  Their  very  name  hi 
vanished  from  the  face  of  th^  earth— or  ex  is 
only  as  a  mockery  and  a  laughing-stock.  Tl 
Abolitionists  foresaw  that  this  must  come  ' 
pass;  but  they  did  not  dream  of  its  nccon 
plishing  itself  so  soon."  "  That  the  nation) 
parties  should  sooner  or  later  divide  on  tl 
only  real  matter  of  dispute  existing  in  tl 
country,  was  inevitable." 

**  But  the  lines  are  now  drawn,  and  the  hosi 
are  encamped  over  against  each  other.  TL 
attempt  to  keep  up  a  delusive  alliance  wit 
natural  enemies  has  been  abandoned. 

"  The  Abolitionists  have  been  telling  thee 
things  in  the  ears  of  the  people  for  a  quarts 
of  a  century.  They  have  had  a  double  part  i 
what  has  come  to  pass,  both  by  preparing  th 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  North,  and  by  con 
polling  the  people  of  the  South  to  the  very  atr< 
cities  which  have  startled  the  North  into  attei 
tion.  Nothing  but  the  madness  which  usher 
in  destruction  and  the  pride  which  gocti 
before  a  fall,  on  the  part  of  the  slaVcholden 
could  have  roused  the  sluggish  North  from  it 
comfortable  dreams  of  wealth,  and  made  it  pu 
itself  even  into  a  posture  of  resistance." 

"The  North  is  in  a  state  of  excitemcni 
temporary  perhaps,  but  real  for  the  time,  an< 
the  widening  lines  of  division  between  tb 
North  and  South  are  growing  deep  an. 
distinct. 

"  It  is  long  since  this  paper  took  the  grounc 
that  the  first  thing,  though  by  no  means  th< 
only  thing,  needfid  was  tne  formation  of  sec 
tional  parties— of  parties  distinctly  Nor  then 
and  Southern,  and  of  necessity,  slavery  anc 
anti-slavery.  We  rejoice  that  our  eves  beholc 
the  day  of  that  beginning  of  the  end.  Not  thai 
;we  have  any  very  exalted  hopes  from  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Republican  party,  even  if  we  con 
sidered  its  success  a  very  likely  thing.    All 
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tluvt  it  pnipoees  to  itself  is  to  keep  slavery  out 
of  KaoRaa,  provided  the  actual  settlers  there 
do  not  want  to  have  it  in.  This  is  a  very  small 
platform  for  a  great  party  to  stand  upon,  it 
must  })e  owned ;  and  in  rejoicing  to  see  it,  we 
certainly  are  grateful  for  very  moderate  mer- 
cies. But  it  is  not  the  platform  that  is  signi- 
ficant— ^it  is  not  the  point  nominally  at  issue 
that  is  the  material  thing.  The  position  is 
everything.  It  is  the  attitude  that  is  expres- 
sive and  encouraging.  It  is  the  entire  separa- 
titm  of  the  party  from  all  southern  alliance, 
and  from  all  possibility  of  slaveholding  help, 
that  gives  it  its  encouraging  aspect,  and  makes 
it,  with  all  its  shortenings,  a  thing  to  thank 
G*fi\  for. 

*'  We  need  hardly  say  that  we  do  not  look 
nprtn  this  new  party  as  one  that  should  super- 
sede the  anti-slavery  movement.  It  has  sprung 
fn«m  that  movement,  and  whatever  of  strength 
and  hope  it  has  lies  in  the  anti-slavery  feeling  of 
the  Northern  mind.  It  is  vain  that  servile  men- 
p!ea?*ers  seek  to  separate  this  effect  from  its 
anti-slavery  origin.  The  slaveholders  stamp  it 
with  its  real  character,  and  describe  it  better 
than  it  likes  to  do  itself.  It  is  true  that  the 
differing  sagacities  of  the  Slaveholders  and 
the  Aliolitionists  both  discern  that  this  must 
be  the  ultimate  result." — From  the  New  York 
ytifional  AntirSlavery  Standard,  June  21, 185G. 

Debate  in  the  New  England  Anti-Slavery 
Convention,  oo  the  29th  of  May,  1856. 

Mr.  William  Lloyd  Garrison  said : — 

**  I  come  now  to  the  Republican  party ;  and 
while  I  do  not  f<»rget  its  actual  position  under 
the  Constitution  and  within  the  Union,  I  am 
constrained  to  differ  in  judgment  from  some 
of  my  respected  friends  here  about  the  com- 
parative merits  of  that  party.  I  think  that 
they  do  not  always  accord  to  it  all  that  justice 
demands;  that  they  overlook  the  necessary 
fumiation  of  such  a  party  as  the  result  of  our 
moral  agitation ;  and  I  marvel  that  they  do 
not  see  that  to  quarrel  with  it,  to  the  extent 
they  are  doing,  is  to  quarrel  with  cause  and 
effe«'t — with  the  work  of  our  own  hands. 

"Mrs.  Foster. — I  admit  that  the  party  is 
our  own  progeny ;  but,  as  every  child  needs 
a  jrrcat  deal  of  reproof  and  constant  effort  to 
bring  it  up  in  the  way  it  should  go,  this  party, 
which  is  the  necessary  offspring  of  our  efforts, 
net*ds  constant  admonititm  and  rebuke  ;  and, 
(fo<l  giving  me  strength,  I  will  not  spare  it  an 
honr  until  it  is  fully  educated,  reformed,  and 
brought  up  to  the  high  position  of  truth  and 
duty.     [Applause.] 

•*  Mr.  roster. — ^Do  you  believe  they  can  suc- 
cee<l  ? 

*•  Mr.  Garrison.— Certainly  not !  But  that 
IS  not  the  question.  They  believe  that  they 
can.  They  laagh  at  my  incredulity  because 
I  do  not  tielieve  it.  I  think  that,' ere  long, 
they  will  be  satisfied  that  I  am  right,  and  that 
they  have  been  deluded ;  in  which  case,  I 
expect  then  to  hear  them  cry,  *  Excelsior — come 
np  higher!'  and  to  see  many  of  them  take 
their  position  under  the  banner  of  disunion. 


"  I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  with  such  of  our 
friends  here  as  regard  it  as  the  worst  or  most 
dangerous  party  with  which  our  movement 
has  to  contend.  In  its  attitude  toward  the 
slave  power,  in  the  amount  of  conscience  sincl 
humanity  to  be  found  in  it,  in  its  direct  efturt 
to  baffle  the  designs  of  the  slave  olijjjaichy 
respecting  the  territories  of  the  country,  it  U 
a  far  better  party  than  either  of  the  otlier.*i. 
and  to  that  extent  it  is  a  sign  of  progress  which 
we  have  no  cause  to  lament.  I  have  «aid 
again  and  again,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  disunionism  will  be  the  growth  of 
Republicanism  or  Free-Soilism.  I  think  if  you 
will  examine  the  map  of  Massachusetts,  for 
example,  you  will  find  this  to  hold  true,  with 
singular  unifonnity :  that  in  those  places  where 
there  are  the  most  Abolitionists  who  have  dis- 
franchised themselves  for  conscience  and  the 
slave's  sake,  the  heaviest  vote  is  thrown  for 
the  Free-Soil  ticket.  This  is  as  inevitable  as 
the  law  of  gravitation.  The  greater  includes 
the  less.  If  we  should  begin  our  work  over 
again,  and  try  the  same  experiment  ten  thou- 
sand times  over,  we  should  have  the  same 
result  in  the  formation  of  the  same  party. 
Whv,  then,  should  any  one  speak  in  a  tone 
of  despondency,  or  feel  that  our  cause  is  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  wrecked?  Is  this 
to  take  a  philosophical  view  of  the  subject? 
Such  then,  is  my  judgment  of  the  Republican 
party." 

"  Although  I  am  not  one  of  that  class  of 
men  who  cry  for  the  perT>etuation  of  the 
Union,  though  I  am  willing  m  a  certain  state 
of  circumstances  to  led  it  *  slide,'  I  have  no 
fear  for  its  perpetuation.  But  let  me  say,  if 
the  chief  ohjet^t  of  the  people  of  this  country 
be  to  maintain  and  propagate  chattel  pro- 
perty in  man,  in  other  words,  human  slavery, 
this  Union  cannot  and  ought  not  to  stand." — 
Speech  of  Mr.  Speaker  Banks.* 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1855,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Beecher  said,  in  a  lecture  in  New  York,  on  the 
subject  of  cutting  the  North  from  the  South : 

"  All  attempts  at  evasion,  at  adjourning,  at 
concealing  and  compromising,  are  in  vain. 
The  reason  of  our  long  agitation  is,  not  that 
restless  Abolitionists  are  abroad,*that  ministers 
will  meddle  with  ira])roper  themes,  that  par- 
ties are  disregardful  of  their  countrv*^*  interest. 
These  are  symptoms  only,  not  the  disease; 
the  effects,  not  the  causes. 

"Two  great  powers  that  will  not  live  to- 
gether are  in  our  mi<lst,  and  tugging  at  each 
other's  throats.  They  will  search  each  other 
out,  though  you  separate  them  a  hundred 
times.  And  if  by  an  insane  blindness  you 
shall  contrive  to  put  off  the  issue,  an<l  send 
this  unsettled  dispute  down  to  your  children, 
it  will  go  down,  gathering  volume  and  strength 
at  every  step,  to  waste  and  desolate  their  herit- 
age. Let  it  be  settled  now.  Clear  the  place. 
Bring  in  the  champions.    Let  them  put  their 

•  Mx.  Bnakfl  difcUims  thta  irottTOimL 
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lances  in  rest  for  the  cluuree.  Sound  the  tion  in  the  North,  and  he  defended  the  *  new 
trumpet,  and  God  save  the  right  I"  movement,'  which  he  said  was  bom  of  Puritan 

At  a  public  meeting  held  in  his  church,  to  ^^^  ^'^^  "^^T^u  k'^'-P^^'^^v^^J^^ 
*     *^     .      ..     ^  %r  xi-   n      TT  This  new  party  should  be  judged,  hke  Others, 

promote  emigration  to  Kansas  the  Rev.  Henry  ^^ -^^  ^^^^    ^^I^  ^ad  elected  a  champion  of 

Ward  Beecher  made  the  following  remarks,  freedom  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  four 
as  we  find  them  in  the  report  of  the  New  York  years,  to  fill  the  place  of  a  man  who  was  false 
Crening  Post: —  to  freedom,  and  not  true  to  slavery.  For  him- 

•  He  believed  that  the  Sharp  rifle  was  truly  8?lf.  ^^  co^ld  say  that,  so  long  as  Life  dwelt  in 
moral  agency,  and  there  was  more  moral  ^^  bosom,  so  long  would  he  fight  for  liberty 
power  in  one  of  those  instruments,  so  far  as  *"*d  against  slavery.  In  conclusion,  he  cx- 
Mie  slaveholders  of  Kansas  were  concerned,  pressed  the  hope  that  soon  the  time  might 
than  in  a  hundred  Bibles.  You  might  just  as  ooni®  ^^^^  the  sun  should  not  rise  on  a  mas- 
well,  said  he,  read  the  Bible  to  buffaloes  as  to  ter,  nor  sot  on  a  slave."— ifr.  Burlinffame. 
those  fellows  who  follow  Atchison  and  String-  **  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  or  not 
fellow ;  but  they  have  a  supreme  respect  for  the  act  is  constitutional.  If  it  is  not,  it  ought 
the  lo^c  that  is  embodied  m  Sharp's  rifles,  to  be.  I  view  the  act  as  the  faithful  expres- 
The  Bible  is  addressed  to  the  conscience ;  but  sion  of  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
when  jou  address  it  to  them  it  has  no  effect —  Massachusetts." — Mayor  Chopin  oj  norcU' 
there  is  no  conscience  there.    Though  he  was  ier. 

a  peace  man,  he  had  the  greatest  re^rd  for  «i  gincerely  hope  a  civil  war  may  soon 
Sfiarp'snfles.  and  for  that  pluck  that  mduced  burst  upon  the  country.  I  want  to  see  Ame- 
those  New  Enrfand  men  to  use  them.  In  rican  slavery  abolished  in  my  time."  *  ♦  ♦ 
such  iMues,  under  such  circumstances,  he  was  «  xhen  my  most  fervent  prayer  is  that  Eng- 
decidedly  m  favor  of  such  insteument^ities.  land,  France,  and  Spain,  mky  take  this  slavery- 
General  Swtt  had  said  it  was  difficult  to  get  accursed  nation  into  their  special  consideii- 
the  New  England  men  into  a  quarrel,  but  tion;  and  when  the  time  arrives  for  the  streets 
when  they  are  waked  up  and  have  the  law  ^f  ^he  cities  of  this  'land  of  the  free  and  home 
on  tiieir  side,  they  are  the  ugliest  customers  ^f  th^  ^j^ave'  to  run  with  blood  to  the  horses' 
in  the  world.  bridles,  if  the  writer  of  this  be  lirinjc  thero 

"  The  object  to  be  accomplished  is  this :  will  be  one  heart  to  rejoice  at  the  retributive 
That  the  free  states  shall  take  possession  of  justice  of  Heaven." — Mr,  W.  O,  Duval, 
the  government  by  their  united  votes.  Minor  « if  the  Angel  Gabriel  had  done  what  their 
interests  and  old  party  affiliations  and  preju-  fathers  did,  he  would  be  a  scoundrel  for  it. 
dices  must  be  forgotten  We  have  the  power  Their  fathers  placed  within  the  Constitution  a 
in  number ;  our  strength  is  in  union."— Simon  provision  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves, 
Brawn,  MaaaachusetU  Fret-Sod  CandidaUfor  a^d  therein  did  a  wicked  thing.  It  would 
Lieuienani  Governor,  have  been  no  more  wrong  for  George  the 

*'  If  asked  to  state  specially  what  he  would  Third  to  put  chains  on  George  Washington 
do,  he  would  answer :  First,  repeal  the  Ne-  than  it  was  for  George  Washington  to  put 
braska  bill ;  second,  repeal  the  tugitive  slave  chains  on  the  limbs  of  his  slaves.  Theiz 
law ;  third,  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  fathers  had  undoubtedly  believed  that  thev 
Columbia ;  fourth,  abolish  the  inter-state  slave-  had  made  a  government  which  would  work 
trade ;  next,  he  would  declare  that  slavery  beautifully,  and  that  in  a  few  years  slavery 
should  not  spread  to  one  inch  of  the  territory  would  be  extinct.  But  in  that  they  were 
of  the  Union ;  he  would  then  put  the  govern-  deceived.  The  government  was  running  as  i1 
mont  actually  and  perpetually  on  the  side  of  was  made  to  run,  and  it  could  not  be  made  to 
freedom—- by  which  he  meant  that  a  bright-  run  otherwise ;  so  the  Republicans  might  not 
eyed  boy  in  Massachusetts  should  have  as  boast  of  what  they  would  do  if  thev  had  the 
pood  a  chanci  for  promotion  in  the  Navy  as  a  government  as  it  was  in  the  dajs  of  Washing- 
boy  of  one  of  the  first  families  in  Virginia,  ton  and  Jefferson.  It  was  said  in  the  good 
He  would  have  our  foreign  consuls  take  side  book  that  the  Lord  sittcth  on  a  high  throne, 
with  the  noble  Kossuth,  and  against  that  and  that  all  mankind  are  as  grasshoppers  be- 
buteher  Bedini.  He  would  have  judges  who  fore  him.  lie  expected  that  that  included  Con- 
believe  in  a  higher  law,  and  an  anti-slavery  gross  and  the  President,  and  the  Supremo 
constitution,  an  anti-slavery  Bible,  and  an  Court,  and  the  Church.  [Laughter.]  AVhcw 
anti-slavery  God  I  Having  thus  denational-  slavery  and  freedom  are  put  in  the  one  nation 
ized  slavery,  he  would  not  menace  it  in  the  there  must  be  a  fi|^ht — there  must  be  an  ex- 
states  where  it  exists ;  but  would  say  to  the  plosion,  just  as  if  fire  and  powder  were 
states,  It  is  your  local  institution — ^hug  it  to  Drought  together.  There  never  was  an  hour 
your  bosom  until  it  destroys  you.  But  he  when  this  blasphemous  and  infamous  govern- 
would  say,  You  must  let  our  freedom  alone,  ment  should  l)e  made,  and  now  the  hour  was 
[Applause.!  If  you  but  touch  the  hem  of  the  to  be  praved  for  when  that  disgrace  to 
garment  oi  freedom  we  will  trainple  you  to  humani^  shouM  be  dashed  to  pieces  for  ever." 
uie  earth.  ^  [Loud  applause.]  This  is  the  — Rev.  Andrew  T,  Foss  of  N.  H.  at  the  Ame* 
only  condition  of  repose,  and  it  must  come  to  rican  Anti^ Slavery  Society  meeting  €U  New 
ikift    He  WBB  encouraged  by  the  recent  eleo-   York,  May  13, 1857. 
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*  If  Kanf>as  were  raved  from  opnreiiHiori 
while  the  Carolina)!  irere  under  the  hoei 
1^  tb«  slavehulder,  it  would  be  Haiti  '  Gixl  in 
■  lUr.'  They  hafl  to  strike  off  every  chuin 
Iram  ererv  SiiutJiern  sIutq.  To  do  Ih&t  the 
•am  propoeed  to  be  rai.ted  'was  ineijrnificaijt. 
KerertheVwi,  she  hoped  that  Ihoso  persons 
present  would  be  induced  to  double  their  Bub- 
ceriptionB  and  contributions  this  year,  which 
is  the  best  yew:  fur  Ihelr  labor." — Abby  Kelty 
Fatter  al  M<  Atnerican  Antt-SIaBery  Socielb 
awtfuy,  JToy  13,  1857. 

"They  demanded  justice  ibrthc  slave  at  anj 
price — of  constitution,  of  Union,  of  country. 
This  w*a  the  principle  of  the  nnti-slaverj 
•Modation.  Itwns  it  which  ureed  their  next 
demand — the  immediate  etnancipatiun  of  the 
rlave — lor  the  eame  reason  as  the;  would 
demand  of  a  person  pursuing  a  vicious  course 
of   drunkenness,   nmblinjr,    or  debauchery, 


dfffi- 


that  he  should  desist  from 
codt  of  physical  pain.  Immediate 
tion  preiwnted  no  financial  or  political  di 
nilty.  He  believed  that  this  Union  effectually 
prevented  them  from  advancing  in  the  least 
de;7««  the  work  of  the  slave's  rcdcmptiun. 
DtraDiou  is  a  spiritual  process.  It  must  be 
be;i;un.  ended,  and  potenLallT  completed  in  the 
mind  before  it  is  commenced  as  a  fact.  They 
oonld  break  from  it  internally  with  no  greater 
convulsiiin  than  would  arise  from  pafning  from 
one  state  of  temper  to  another.  The  break- 
ing off  from  tiie  savage  idea  of  money-making 
would  be  a  step  leading  to  disunion.  Let 
such  an  internal  disunion  be  effected,  and  the 
diMoluliun  of  the  stal«a  would  follow  as  a 
matter  of  cnurse.  Ood  be  thanked,  said  he, 
this  internal  disnniiiu  already  eiisU.  [Slight 
applauiie.]  The  Northern  people  were  begin- 
ning ti>  see  that  the  South  was  divided  from 
theiii  by  its  system  of  labor  and  by  its  ideas  of 
human  rip;hls.  They  wanted  tu  make  that 
gulf  of  division  deeper.  They  wanted  it  to  be 
uodeniloud  that  there  could  be  no  union  be- 
tween liji^t  and  darknen>.  They  must  cheri?b 
a  omvii-tion  which  could  not  live  anit  breathe 
in  the  Kame  atmosphere  with  tlie  slaveholders,  i 
If  they  would  abolish  the  ignorance  and ' 
lll'Him  in  which  the  crime  of  slavery  shadows  ^ 
il:>elf.  they  must  withdraw  from  it.  In  no 
tem)>er  of  malignity  or  animosity  toward  the 
(>1avi?Ik>1i)cts  need  tuia  be  done.  As  to  the 
xord  '  L'nion'  tliey  all  knew  it  was  butapo- 
liiitiil  i-atchwonl." — Rev.  O.  B.  Frothinqham 
of  .V.  J.  at  the  American  Anil-Slaetri/  SocUtij 
uiKtiay,  Kae  York,  Mai/  13,  1857. 

"  Were  the  same  charf^  made  against  your- 
self, it  could  not  be  more  groundless  than  it  is 
agsiimt  me.     The  p>wer  of  lan^Euagc  does  not 

Krmit  me  to  express  the  utter  loathing  I  have 
■  the  conduct  attributed  to  me.  Far  sooner 
would  I  l>e  the  poor  quivering  wretch  on  the 
road  again  to  the  apiny  of  bondage,  than  a 
Tirlunteer  guard  lu  aid  in  his  return.  He  who 
■nyented  the  charge  er"*"'/  slandered  me ; 
dieywho  repeat  it,or  lielieve  it,donot  knowme. 
"It  is  not  true  that  1  am, orbaveever  been, 


lio  fovor  of  the  fugitive  slave  bill.  I  Denr 
I  voted  for  a  man  who  favored  it,  knowins  sneh 
to  be  his  views,  and  I  must  very  much  change 
before  I  ever  do,  I  never,  by  word,  act,  or 
vote,  fovored  its  passage,  and  1  am  an  advo- 
cate of  its  essential  modification,  or  in  lieu 
thereof,  its  unconditional  repeal.  Ketuming 
from  Canada  last  June,  I  read  in  the  cars  that 
there  was  a  petition  for  its  repeal  at  the  Ex- 
change news  room,  and,  on  xaj  arrival,  before 
even  going  t«  my  place  of  business,  I  hastened 
to  the  Exchange,  and  signed  the  petition."— 
Eon.  SeiiTy  J.  Gardner, 

"  So  lonft  as  this  blood-itained  Union  existed 
there  was  but  little  hope  for  the  slave.  They 
saw  the  work  to  be  done.  Darkness  was  around 
I  them,  but  Ood'a  truth  was  over  them.  He 
,  asked  them  to  bring  Ood's  truth  homo  with 
jthem.  They  were  murderers  if  they  turned 
away  and  refused  to  help  their  brotnor,  and 
said  'Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?'  Thia 
ease  was  their  own.  He  asked  them  to  argue 
it  out  of  theirown  nature.  Let  them  suppose 
the  case  that  on  their  going  home  they  should 
find  their  home  desolate,  their  wife  gone, 
their  children  gone,  and  gone  irrevocixbtj. 
This  was  the  ease  with  the  slaves.  They 
should  make  their  cause  their  own.  It  was  a 
glorious  cauKe.  good  for  lime  and  good  for 
eternity." — Wm.  Uoyd  Garriion al  Amerierm 
I  Anli-S'/ateru  Socielu  metting.  Nob  I'ark,  Ifav 
13,  1857. 
I  William  Lloyd  Garrison  spoke  thus  in  New 
I  York  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1855:— 
I  "  The  issue  is  this  :  Ood  Almighty  has  made 
it  impossible  from  the  beginning  for  liberty 
and  slavery  to  mingle  together,  or  a  union  to 
be  founded  between  abolitionists  and  slaye- 
bolders — between  those  who  oppress  and  those 
who  are  oppreasod.  This  Union  is  a  lie  ;  the 
American  Union  is  a  shnm,  an  imposture,  a 
mvenant  with  death,  an  agreement  with  hell, 
4nd  it  is  our  business  to  call  for  a  dissolution. 
Let  that  Union  be  accursed  wherein  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  slaves  can  be  driven  ta 
Linrequifed  toil  by  their  masters. 

"  I  will  continue  to  experiment  no  longer — 
:t  is  all  madness.  Let  the  slavcbntding  Cnioa 
CO,  and  slavery  will  go  with  the  Union  down 
Into  the  dust.  If  the  Church  h  against  dis- 
union, anil  not  on  the  side  of  fh^  nUve,  then  I 
pronounce  it  as  of  the  devil. 

"  I  say  let  us  cease  striking  hai:iir  witli 
ihieves  and  adulterers,  and  give  to  the  wini» 
ihe  rallying  cry,  '  no  union  with  slaveholders, 
rioeially  or  religiously,  and  up  with  the  flag  jf 
lisunion.'" 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Gidding^ 
"f  the  House  of  Representotivca,  to  an  anti- 
lugitive  slave  law  meeting  held  at  Palmyra, 
Ohio,  inlKSO:— 

"  The  fugitive  slave  law  commands  na  to 
partii'ijiate  in  arresting  and  sending  yictimi 
to  this  Southern  immolation  by  torture  « 
thousand  tuoes  mom  cnul  tb>&  QTdi&Brj  ^ 
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the  Hcourge — to  eink  the  thong  iDtonje  quiver- 
ing flesh,  &nd  to  teu  from  htm  the  life  n-hich 
Oud  has  giv^n  him — as  toeciie  him  and  hand 
him  orer  to  his  tormentors,  with  the  full  know- 
lp(lf;e  and  conviction  that  they  will  do  it.  Nor 
is  the  crime  of  the  slnvo-catcher  losa  in  the 
(liKl't  of  Ood  Hud  good  men  than  is  tlie  giiilt 
cif  him  who  conpunimntes  the  outrage  hj  this 
finnl  sacrifice  of  the  victim. 

"  Yet  we  are  told  we  must  obey  this  law,  and 
perpetuate  those  crimes,  until  a  eiave-riddcn 
Confess  shall  sec  fit  to  reclaim  ds  from  such 
sin  against  Ood  by  repealing  the  law.  '  Whe- 
thw  It  he  right  to  obey  Qod  rather  than  man, 
judiM  ye.' 

'■From  my  innermost  soul,  I  abhor,  detest, 
and  n'pudiato  this  law.  I  de-tpise  the  human 
being  who  would  obey  it,  if  snch  a  bcin^  hua 
eiisience.  I  should  record  such  a  man  as  a 
moral  nuisance,  contaminating  the  air  of  free- 
dom, aiid  would  kick  him  from  my  door  should 
he  attempt  to  enter  my  dwelling. 

"  The  authors  of  this  law  may  take  from  me 
mv  substance,  may  imprixon  me,  or  take  my 
life ;  but  they  have  not  the  power  to  degrade 
me,  by  compelling  me  to  commit  such  tran- 
Ecendont  crimes  against  my  fellow  man  and 
Bgninst  God's  law. 

"  I  rejoice  exceedingly  that  the  people  of 
the  free  states  comprehend  and  apprecinte  this 
insult  to  every  freeman  at  the  North.  Public 
feeling  is  aroused ;  popular  indignation  is 
speaking  tnimpet-tongued  to  those  servants 
of  the  people  who  dared  thus  degrade  the 
American  character  by  constituting  us  the 
calchpoles  of  Southern  slave-hunters," 

The  Columbus  (Ohio)  State  Journal,  Rep., 
cnntiiins  the  following  extract,  taken  from  a 
Washington  letter,  dated  the  5th  of  December, 
1850;— 

■'  On  the  1st  of  December,  at  n  very  full 
meeting  of  the  members  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery,  the  following  resolution  was 
oflercd  b^  Mr.  ii iddings,  and  adopted  without 
»,  dissenting  voice : 

"  Resolved,  That  wo  will  support  no  man 
for  Speaker  who  is  not  pledgoQ  to  carry  out 
the  parliamenlury  law  by  giving  to  each  pro- 
posed measure  ordered  by  tlie  Iloueo  to  he 
committed  a  mniority  of  guch  special  commit- 
tee, and  to  organize  the  standing  committees 
of  the  Ihiuso  by  placing  on  each  a  majority  of 
the  friends  of  freedom,   and   who  are  favor- 


The  Hon.  J.  R.  Giddings,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Ashtabula  {Ohio)  Sentinel,  dated  AVnahington, 
December  C,  IBS.I  (a  letter  which  he  subse- 
<lucntly  admitted  to  be  his  on  the  floor  of  the 
House),  thus  spoke  of  the  above  meeting  and 
hs  resolve ; — 

"  This  unanimity  of  feeling  was  so  strongly 
nhibited  that  my  own  mind  ran  back  to  other 
MMast  and  otbor  liwes,  the  history  of  which 


is  familiar  to  my  readers ;  but  (he  recoHeetian 
is,  perhaps,  more  vividly  impressed  on  mj 
own  mind  than  that  of  any  otlier  man  living, 
I  will  not,  however,  trust  mj  pen  nor  my  lan- 
guage to  express  the  emotions  which  1  then 
experienced. 

"  Our  friends  now  appeared  to  feci  that  in 
had  found  a  common  seutimont  and  a  conimni 
principle  on  which  we  conld  rally.  Hop* 
seemed  to  cheer  them,  and  a  firmer  purpose 
to  unite  appeared  to  pervade  the  miniLi  of  al' 
present."  

"  Why,  sir,  I  never  saw  a  panting  fngitivt 
speeding  his  waj  to  a  land  of  freedom,  thv 
an  involnntary  invocation  did  not  burst  froB 
my  lips,  that  God  would  aid  him  in  his  flight 
Such  ure  the  feelings  of  every  man  in  our  frei 
Htittcs.  whoso  heart  has  not  cecnme  hardenec 
in  iuiijuity.  I  do  not  conSne  this  virtue  to  Re 
publlvans,  nor  to  Anii-Slavory  men ;  I  speal 
of  all  men,  of  all  parties,  in  all  Christian  mm 
niunitics.  Northern  Democrats  feel  it :  th^ 
ordinarily  how  to  this  higher  law  of  their  nil 
tures,  and  thev  only  prove  recreant  to  the  I«t 
of  the  'Most  lligh,'  when  they  regard  tho  in 
teresis  of  the  Democratic  party  as  superior  V 
Chid's  law  and  the  rights  of  mankind. 

"Gentlemen  will  bear  with  me  when  I  u 
sure  them  end  the  President  that  I  have  seei 
as  man;  as  nine  fugiiives  dining  at  one  tim' 
in  my  own  house — fathers,  mothers,  husbands 
wives,  parents,  and  children.  When  theycan» 
to  my  door,  hungry  and  faint,  cold  and  hn 
partially  clad,  I  did  not  turn  rouud  to  consul 
the  Fugitive  Law.  Dor  to  ask  the  Presideni 
what  I  should  do.  I  know  the  constilutior 
of  my  country,  and  would  not  violate  it.  1 
obeveii  the  divine  mandate,  to  feed  the  hnngri 
and  clothe  the  nuked.  I  feil  them.  I  clothec 
them,  gave  tlicin  money  for  tlieir  juuriiev,  an< 
sent  them  on  their  way  rejoicing.  I  ol-eyei 
God  rather  than  the  President.  1  oheyeii  mj 
conscience,  the  dictates  of  my  heart,  the  luK 
of  my  moral  being,  the  commands  of  Heaven 
'  and,  I  will  add,  of  tlie  constitution  of  m] 
country  ;  for  no  man  of  inteliigonce  ever  l» 
licvi^l  that  the  framers  of  tltut  lustruuienl 
intended  to  involve  their  de.-^cendants  of  the 
free  stales  in  any  act  that  Bhonld  violate  the 
teachings  of  the  Most  Hich,  by  seizing  a  feh 
low-being,  and  returning  liim  to  the  hell  of 
slavery.  If  that  bo  treason,  maEe  the  must 
of  it. 

"  Mr.  Renmeit,  of  Mississippi.  I  wont  tt 
know  if  the  gentleman  would  not  have  gone 
one  stop  further? 

Mr.  GmniNGS.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  have 
further.  I  would  have  driven 
■rwho  dared  pursue  them  from 
m J  preniities.  I  would  have  kicked  him  from 
my  dcHir-yard,  if  ho  ha<l  made  his  appearance 
there;  or,  had  he  atleuipleil  to  enter  my  dwell- 
ing. I  would  have  strickcu  him  down  upon 
the  threshold  of  my  door, 

"  I  do  nut  speat  these  things  lo  give  thit 
Presideut  unhappiness.  I  mention  them  to 
■how  tho  people  of  our  free  states  the  right* 
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low  that  forbids  them  to  speak  their  opiniona 
in  regard  to  slavery.  As  already  Btated,  the 
master  hold^  the  power  of  life  aad  death  over 
the  blares :  he  not  only  robs  the  alare  of  his 
earnings,  hia  intelligence,  bis  manhood,  hut 
murdera  him  if  he  Kfusea  to  be  flogged — a 
tjraniiT  revoltii^  to  everj  sema  of  justice,  to 
evurv  >fictate  of  Cbristianitj — a  tTranny  more 
unuittiKated  than  an;  deBpotism  of  the  Old 
IVorld/' — Hon.  J.  B.  Giddinga,  in  Houae  of 
BeyreaeitialictM,  Firii  Stiiion,  34(A  Congrtsa. 

"The  gentleman,  however,  says  that  Aboli- 
tionists look  to  the  iDSQirection  of  the  slaves. 
Sir,  who  does  not  look  to  that  inevitable  reault. 
unless  the  slave  states  remove  the  heavy  bur- 
dens which  now  test  upon  the  down-trodden 
and  degraded  people  whom  thev  oppress  ?  1b 
there  a  slaveholdor  who  can  shut  his  eyes  to 
this  sure  finale  of  slaveryT  And  why  ehould 
we  not  expect  itf  Were  we  thus  oppreaHed. 
ontmged,  and  abused,  would  we  Dot  use  all 
the  means  which  God  and  nature  have  placed 
within  our  powerto  remove  such  evils  f  Would 
not  dutv  to  ourselves,  to  our  offspring,  to  God, 
and  to  Kntnanity,  demand  that  we  should  rise 
with  one  accord  sod  hnrl  our  oppressors  from 
n«T  Can  we  justify  our  fathers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion in  their  patriotio  struggle  for  polilicol 
frecdotn,  and  uien  torn  round  and  condemn 
tfaa  slaves  of  the  South  for  breaking  the 
chains  which  hold  them  in  phvBical  bond- 
age and  ia  intellectual  degradstion  f  Nn, 
■ir:  no  lover  of  justice,  no  unbiassed  mind, 
could  blame  them  for  asserting  and  main- 
taining their  inalienable  rights." — Hon.  J.  11. 
Giddiugs,  in  Houte  of  Itepraealalicei,  April 
25,  I*W. 

"The  people  of  BoBton  did  not  ?eo  fit  to 
interfere  between  the  admininlralion  and  the 
"negroes'  of  that  city.  In  the  name  of  hu- 
manilT  I  thank  them  for  it,  and  assure  them 
and  the  country  that  those  whom  1  rci)rescnt 
i..-.fr  will  interfere  in  such  cose.  The  citizen 
wh"  would  do  so  would  be  driven  from  decent 
5ociety  in  northern  Ohio.  It  is  here,  on  this 
pninC.  that  I  take  iseuc  with  the  supporters 
t>f  this  law.  That  portion  which  commands 
me  to  assist  in  catching  slaves  is  a  flagrant 
asur|iatioD  of  power,  unauthorized  by  the 
nnisiitutioB.  Mj  constituents  hold  that  por- 
ti'in  of  the  law  in  detestation.  They  spurn 
and  abhor  it.  I  sny,  as  I  have  oHcn  said, 
'  >Iy  c<>n>tituents  will  not  help  you  catch  jour 
1. .._. ,    Thev  will  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 


naked,  and  direct  the  wanderer 

and  use  every  peaceful  means  to  ast 

rfpain  his  Goa-given  rights.  If  you  pur? 
v'^ur  slave  there,  they  will  let  you  eaten  hi 
if  yon  can.    If  he  defends  lumsolf  agaii 


joo  in  Belf-defrnce,  why,  sir,  they  will  look  . 
and  submit  with  proper  resignation.  In  such 
CISC!  they  will  carry  out  their  peace  princi- 
ples bj  abstaining  from  all  interference." — 


Hon.  J.  R.  Oiddtngt.    Set  page  453  of  hit 

Book  of  Spucha. 

"  I  would  not  ho  understood  as  desiring  a 
Benilo  insnrrection  ;  but  1  say  to  Southern 
p»ntlemen,  that  there  are  hundreds  of  tliou- 
)-iin<lBof  honest  and  ^triotic  men  who  will 
'  huigh  at  your  calamity,  and  will  mock  when 
yijiir  fear  cometh.'  If  blood  and  massacre 
sh'nild  mark  the  struggle  for  liberty  of  those 
wh<:  for  ages  have  been  oppressed  and  de- 
;;niilBd,  my  prayer  to  the  God  of  heaven  shall 
h*>,  tliat  justice,  stem,  unyielding  justice,  may 
1 11 '  II  warded  to  both  msster  and  slave.  I  de- 
priT  that  every  human  being  may  enjoy  the 
ri<:lits  with  which  the  God  of  nature  Iins  en- 
iLiui^d  him.  If  thot^  rights  can  bo  regained 
by  i,ia  down-trodden  sonB  of  Africa  in  our 
.Si  iviTbcm  States,  by  quiet  and  peaceful  mcaus. 
1  }iiipe  they  will  pursue  such  peaceful  mea- 
■iiriM.  But,  if  they  cannot  re^in  their  God- 
u'biin  rights  by  peaceful  measures,  I  never- 
tIk  !ias  hope  they  will  regain  them;  and,  if 
lit.n.l  be  shed,  I  should  certainly  hope  that  it 
i»i_'lt  be  the  blood  of  those  who  stand  between 
till  jN  aod  freedom,  and  not  the  blood  of  those 
nliii  have  long  been  robbed  of  their  wives  and 
I  hililren,  and  all  they  hold  dear  in  life." — 
[Hun.  J.  R.  Oiddings.  Sapaga  159  and  100 
,  1^'  /ila  Book  of  Speeches. 

I  "  Sir,  I  would  intimidate  noone  ;  but  I  tell 
I  y.Hi  there  is  a  spirit  in  the  North  which  will 
I'.i.'t  at  defiance  all  the  low  and  unworthy 
iiKii'liinations  of  this  Exccntire,  and  of  the 
;  luiiiiiinsof  its  power.  When  the  contest  shall 
'  injury ;  when  tno  thunder  shall  roll,  and  the 
li;:[ilning  flash ;  when  the  slaves  shall  ripe  in 
,  ilii'  South ;  when,  in  imitation  of  the  Oi'ban 
I  buhilmen,  the  southern  slaves  of  the  South 
I  hIiuII  feel  that  they  are  men  ;  when  they  feel 
itiu  stirring  emotions  of  immortality,  and  re- 
fo;;iiise  the  stirring  truth  that  they  are  men, 
and  entitled  to  the  rights  which  God  has  be- 
stowed upon  them ;  when  the  slaves  shall  feet 
Ibat,  and  when  masters  shall  turn  pate  and 
tremble;  when  their  dwellings  shull  smoke, 
and  dismay  sit  on  each  countenance:  then, 
sir,  1  do  not  say,  '  We  will  laugh  at  your  co- 
la mi  ly,  and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh;' 
but  1  do  say,  when  that  time  shall  come,  the 
Invers  of  our  race  will  stand  forth  and  eiert 
the  legitimate  powers  of  this  government  for 
freedom.  We  Hhall  Uien  have  constitutional 
pi  mer  to  act  for  the  good  of  our  country,  and 
d:)  jiistico  to  tho  slave. 

■'  Then  will  wo  «trike  off'  the  shackles  from 
the  limbs  of  the  slaves.  That  will  be  a  period 
when  this  government  will  have  power  to  act 
between  slavery  and  freedom,  and  when  it 
run  make  peace  by  giving  freedom  to  the 
Flnvcs.  And  let  roe  tell  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  that  time  hastens.  It  is  rolling  forward. 
The  President  is  eierting  a  power  that  will 
l>a.st<^  it,  though  not  intendeu  by  him.  I  hail 
it  ns  I  do  the  approaching  dawn  of  that  poli- 
lii  ill  and  moral  millennium  which  I  am  well 
a-sorcd  will  come  upon  the  world." — Hon.  J. 
I!.  Giddingt,  in  Sotue  of  Rep.,  JfarcA  1&,  18&1. 
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''Mr.Halecongratulatediheconventionupon  and  glorious  union  of  our  own/'  &c. — WUUam 

the  spirit  of  unanimity  with  which  it  nad  L,  Garrison. 

done  Its  work.    I  believe,  said  he,  that  this  is  "Mark I    How    stands    Massachusetts   at 

not  so  much  a  convention  to  change  the  ad-  ^his  hour  in  reference  to  the  Union  ?    Just 

ministration  of  the  government,  but  to  say  where  she  ought  to  be— in  an  attitude  of  open 

whether  there  shall  be  any  government  to  be  hostility."— r/^e  Liberati>r,  Garrison's  paper, 

administered.    You  have  assembled,  not  to  ,,  .    xt    ^u        r.     r  j               '^i. 

say  whether  this  Union  shaU  bo  preserved,  .'^^^^I^^i^^"  Confcdenicj,  with  no  mii.n 

but  to  say  whether  it  shall  be  a  blessing  or  a  with  slaveholders.   To  all  this  is  fast  tending, 

scorn  and  hissing  among  the  nations.     Some  ?/».d  ^  this  all  must  soon  come.    Tlie  Ion- r 


men  pretend  to  Be  astonished  and  surprised  J.*  ^8  delayed,  the  worse  for  the  country  ai 

at  the  events  which  are  occurring  around  us ;  f^^  the  cause  of  freedom.   To  this  end  all  who 

but  I  am  not  more  surprised  than  I  shaU  be  ^^^^  ^^^^^^J  ^^^    1*^^^-  -Liberator,   Sept., 

this  autumn  to  see  the  fruits  following  the  I"*^^* 

buds  and  the  blossoms." — Hon,  /.  P.  Hale,  "  But  one  Issue — The  Dissolution  of  thk 

Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  a  delegate  to  Union. — See  what  the  desperate  and  infernal 

the  Republican  Convention  of  the  llih  of  June,  spirit  of  the  South  is,  by  turning  to  the  *Re- 

185(>.  fuge  of  Oppression,'  and  by  reading  the  intel- 

,,  ,Tr    ,.     .       c     J        A        iA  10CC  ligence  from  Kansas  in  subsequent  columns. 

'•  Washington  Sunday.  Aug  10,  1856.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^      ^^  ^^^„,^^  ^^^      ijj^„ 

"Gentlemen: — I  have  received  your  very  ,,  «   .,     «  ^        j  rr          y-  r»            ^  .. 

polite  note  of  the  6th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  at-  ^  ^  SenaU  and  House  of  Representat%ve9 

iend  a  mass  meeting  at  the  Tabernacle  on  the  ^^           ^f^^  ^^^^  ^^^*' 

evening  of  the  2l8t  inst.    I  regret  that  it  is  "  The  undersigned,  citizens  and  inhabitants 

not  in  my  pwer  to  be  present  with  yow.  on  ^^            State  of           respectfully  submit  to 

that  occasion,  but  my  engagements  will  not  Confess : 

permit  me.     I  rejoice  in  your  movement.     I  ."That  as,  in  the  nature  of  things,  antago- 

have  faith  and  hope  in  progress.     I  look  for-  mistical  principles,  interests,  pursuits,  and  in-' 

ward  hopefully  for  the  day  when  the  word  Btitiitions  can  never  unite : 

slave  shall  be  without  practical  meaning  in  "  That  an  experience  of  more  than  threo- 

this,  or  the  Eastern  Continent ;  when  univer-  ^^^^e  years  having  demonstrated  that  there 

sal  man  shall  stand  erect  as  God  intended  he  <^*^  ^^  no  real  union  between  the  North  and 

should,  calling  no  one  lord  or  master  save  the  *^®  South,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ever  increasing 

common  Father  of  us  all,  and  recognising  no  alienation  and  strife,  at  the  ihuninent  hazard 

government  save  that  which  is  founded  on  of  ^^vil  war,  in  consequence  of  their  con- 

the  principles  of  EtemalJustice  and  universal  Aicting  views  in  relation    to    freedom   and 

rights  of  humanity.    If  I  did  not  believe  that  ®^*^^7  *     »      o          »      • 

the  election  of  Fremont  and  Dayton  would  be  "  That  the  South,  having  declared  it  to  be 

a  step  in  that  direction,  the  movement  would  ^o*  o°*y  ^^^  ' ^K^t  and  purpose  to  eternize  hep 

receive  little  sympatliy  from  me.  slave  system  where  it  now  exists,  but  to  ex- 

"  With  much  respect,  gentlemen,  I  am  your  ^^^^  »*^  ^^^^^  all  the  territories  that  now  belong 

friend,                                 John  P.  Hale."  ^^  ™ay  hereafter  be  annexed  to  the  republic, 

come  what  may  ;  and  having  outlawed  from 

"  A  man,  then,  who  has  no  feeling  in  com-  her  soil  the  entire  free  colored  population  of 

mon   with  us,  who  never  felt  the  pulse  of  the  North,  made  it  perilous  for  any  Northern 

hbertj  till  he  set  foot  upon  our  soil,  such  a  white  citizen  to  exercise  his  constitutional  right 

man  is  to  enjoy  the  opportunity  and  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  in  that  section  of  the 

to  vote  amongst  us,  whilst  these  rights  are  to  country,  and  even  in  the  national  capitol,  and 

be  denied  to  the  unfortunate  black  man,  who  proclaimed  her  hostility  to  all  free  institutione 

has  ten  times  more  intelligence,  and  who  has  universally : 

lived  in  the  state  of  Indiana  from  his  birth."—  "  We,  therefore,  believe  that  the  time  has 

David  Kilgore,  in  the  Indiana  Constitutional  come  for  a  new  arrangement  of  elements  so 

Convention  in   1850.     [See  Debates    in  the  hostile,  of  interests  so  irreconcileable,  of  insti- 

Convention,  vol.  1,  p.  253.]  tutions  so  incongruous ;  and  we  earnestly  ro- 

"  Justice  and  liberty,  God  and  man,  demand  ^^®«'  Congress,  at  its  present  session,  to  take 
the  dissolution  of  this  slaveholding  Union  and  ^^^'^^  initiatory  measures  for  the  speedy,  peace- 
the  formation  of  a  Northern  Confederacy,  in  ^"1»  ^^^  equitable  dissolution  of  the  existing 
which  slaveholders  shall  stand  before  the  law  Union  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require- 
as  felons  and  be  treated  as  pirates.  God  and  leaving  the  South  to  depend  upon  her  own 
humanity  demand  a  ballot-box  in  which  the  resources,  and  to  take  all  the  responsibility, 
slaveholders  shall  never  cast  a  ballot.  In  1"  ^^^  maintenance  of  her  slave  system,  and 
this,  what  state  so  prepared  to  lead  as  the  old  ^^^  North  to  organize  an  independent  govern- 
Bay  State?  She  has  already  made  it  a  penal  "P®"*  ^°  accordance  with  her  ovrn  ideas  of 
offence  to  help  to  execute  a  law  of  the  Union.  Justice  and  the  rights  of  man."— Xi6erator, 
I  want  to  see  the  officers  of  the  state  brought  ^^^^  2^»  ^^^^• 
into  collision  with  those  of  the  Union.  "  The  United  States  Constitution  is  a  cove- 

"No  union  with  slaveholders.    Up  with  nant  with  death,  and    an  agreement  with 

the  flag  of  disunion,  that  we  may  have  a  free  hell."— Xi6erator,  June  20, 1856. 
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■ 

T.  That,  to  the  persevering  and  importu-  <  in  limited  quantities,  free  of  cost,  to  land- 

nate  demands  o{  the  slave  power  for  more  Icpb  settlers. 

riave  states,  new  slave    territories,   and  the  XIII.  That  a  due  regard  for  the  Federal 

nationalization  of  slavery,  our  distinct  and  final  Constitution,  and  sound  administrative  policy, 

answer  is — no  more  slave  states,  no  slave  ter-  demand  that  the  funds  of  the  gcnoral  ^)vern- 

ritorv,  no  nationalized  slavery,  and  no  national  ment  be  kept  separate  from  banking  institu- 

legislation  for  the  extradition  of  slaves.  tions ;  that  inland  and  ocean  posta^  should 

VI.  That  shivery  is  a  sin  against  God,  and  he  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  point;  that 
H  crime  against  man,  which  no  human  enact-  no  more  revenue  should  be  raised  than  is  re- 
irient  nor  usage  can  make  right;  and  that  quired  to  defray  the  strictly  necessary  ex- 
Christianity,  humanity,  and  patriotism  alike  ponses  of  the  public  service,  and  to  pay  off  the 
demand  its  abolition.  public  debt ;  and  that  the  power  and  patron- 

VII.  That  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850  ?g«  9^  ^he  government  should  be  diminished 
is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  to  the  prin-  ^J  ™  ab..  ition  of  all  unnecessary  offices, 
ciplei  of  the  common  law,  to  the  spirit  of  salaries,  and  privileges,  and  by  the  election, 

Christianity,  and  to  the  sentiments  of  the  civil-  "^7  "*®  P/^Pj^  ^\  ^"  ^^^"  ^™<^^"  *°  ^^}^  ^^' 
hal  world.  We  therefore  deny  its  binding  vice  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  may  be  con- 
force  upon  the  American  people,  and  demand  "i'tent  with  the  prompt  and  efficient  transao- 
its  immediate  and  total  repeal.  ^^o^.  «/,  the  public  business 

VIII.  That  the  doctrinVThat  any  human  ^^^ '  ^>*"7^^°^  harbor  improvements 
law  is  a  finality,  and  not  subject  to  modifica-  ^^^°  necessary  to  the  safety  and  convenience 
tion  or  repeal,  i;  not  in  accofdance  with  the  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or  among 
creed  of  L  founders  of  our  government,  and  *^^  «^^«"\^  states  are  objects  of  national  con- 
lA  damrerons  to  the  liberties  of  the  neonle  ^^^^  '  ^^  ^^  ^^  **^®  ^"^^  ^^  Congress,  m  the 

?5^r^^.r^  Uie  liberties  ol  the  people.  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  to  pro- 

I\.  That  the  acts  of  Congress,  known  as  ^j^jg  f^^j.  ^j^^  g^^^                     '^ 

the  Compromise  Measures  of  1850,  by  making  XV.  That  emiCTants  and  exiles  from  the 

the  admission  of  a  sovereign  state  contingent  qm  World  should  find  a  cordial  welcome  to 

upon  the  adoption  of  other  measures  demanded  homes  of  comfort  and  fields  of  enterprise  in 

by  the  special  mterest  of  slavery ;  by  their  ^^e  New;  and  every  attempt  to  abridge  their 

omission  to  guaranty  freedom  in  free  tern-  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  and  owiiers  of 

tunes;  by  their  attempt  to  impose  unconsUtu-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^              ^   i^^  ^  ^  resisted  with 

tinna!  limitations  on  the  power  of  Congress  inflexible  deterinination. 

and  the  people  to  admit  new  stat^ ;  b^  their  XVI.  That  every  nation  has  a  clear  right  to 

provLsions  for  the  assumption  of  five  millions  ^^^^  ^^  ^y^      it1»  own  govoniment,  and  to 

(>f  the  state  debt  of  Texas,  and  for  the  j>ayment  administer  its  own  concerns  in  such  manner 

and  promote  the 
foreign  interfcr- 

,  ,       ,    .-.         .        -.,-  v."^w  .wv«  w««.«  .it^ht  is  a  dangerouH  violation 

1.-..  claim,  and  by  their  invasion  of  thesover-  ^f  ^^e  law  of  nations,  against  which  all  indc- 

«M-nty  of  the  states  and  the  liberties  of  the  pendent  govcmments  should  protest,  and  en- 

)H.ople  through  the  enactment  of  an  unjust  op-  J^^,^^.^^^  ^,„  ^^U               ^eans  to  prevent ;  and 

l.rv>sive  and  unconstitutional  Fugitive  Slave  especially  is  it  the  duty  of  the  Amcrirtm  gt^ 

L:iw,  are  proved  to  be  inconsiHtent  with  all  the  veVnment,  representing  the  chief  republic  of 

prim-iples  and   maxims  of  Democracy    and  the  world,  to  protest  against,  and  by  all  pro- 

wliully  madequate  to  the  settlement  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^^  prevent  the  intervention  of  kings 

.piestions  of  which  they  are  claimed  to  be  an  ^^j  emperors  against  nations  seeking  to  esta- 

iyljustuient.  blish  for  themselves  republican  or  constitu- 

X.  That  no  permanent  settlement  of  the  tional  governments. 

f»l.ivery  ((uestion  can  be  looked  for,  except  in  XVII.   That   the   independence  of   Ilnvti 

thf.  practical  recognition  of  the  truth,  that  ought  to  be  recognised  by  our  government! 

f»l:ivery  is  sectional,  and  freedom  national;  by  and  our  commercial  relations  with  it  placed 

the 
all 

i.in:  and  by  leaving  to  the  states  the  whole  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 

:<ahjoot  of  slavery  and  the  extradition  of  fugi-  several    states,"  the  practice  of  imprisoning 

I   tiv»*s  fn»m  service.  colored  seamen  of  other  states,  while  the  ves- 

I       XI.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  right  to  a  sols  to  which  they  belong  lie  in  port,  and  ro- 

l"»rti«»n  of  the  soil ;  and  that,  as  the  use  of  the  fusing  to  exercise  the  right  to  bring  such  ca^es 

Nr»il   is  indispensable  to  life,  the  right  of  all  |  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 


men  t*"*  the  soil  is  as  sacred  as  their  right  to 
'fo  it-elf. 

XII.  That  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
Statf^s  beloiij;  to  the  people,  and  should  not  be 
»ld  V)  individuals  nor  granted  to  corporations, 
but  should  be  held  as  a  Bacred  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  ehould  bo  granted 
2 


to  test  the  legality  of  such  proceedings,  is  a 
fla;;rant  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  an 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  other 
states,  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  profes- 
cions  made  by  the  slaveholders,  that  they  wish 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  faithfully 
observed  by  every  stato  in  tho  Union. 
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offiuial  bueinesa  and  find  Greulheurt  guilty, 
itD<l  I  flhall  seem  to  be  a  true  man  ;  but  if  I 
Ttilun  my  manhood,  I  shall  answer  after  my 
natural  duty  to  love  a  man  and  not  hate  him. 


>t  guilty.' 


I  tbinic  human 
itiilui'o  wiii  justify  the  verdict.       •       ■•       • 

"  The  inau  who  attacks  me  to  reduce  me  to 
sluviTy.  in  that  moment  of  attack  alieuatea 
his  right  to  life,  and  if  1  were  the  fugitive, 
Olid  tuuld  escape  in  no  other  way,  I  would 
kill  him  with  aa  little  compunction  as  I  would 
drive  a  mosquito  from  my  face."<--.^  Sermon, 
hy  lleo.  Tktodore  Parker, 

"  We  confess  that  we  intend  to  trample 
under  foot  the  constitution  of  this  country. 
Daniel  Webstor  says :  '  ¥ou  are  a  law-abiding 
people ;'  tliat  the  plory  of  New  England  ia, 
'  thai  it  ia  a  law-abiding  community.'  Shame 
OD  it,  if  this  1>o  true  ;  if  even  the  religion  of 
Kow  England  sinks  as  low  as  its  statute-book. 
But  I  say  uw  are  not  a  law-abiding  commaniiy. 
G'jd  b«  tlmnked  for  liV'—Wendtll  FhiUipf, 
of  jI/iwJOciti-seMs,  at  a  Free- Soil' mating  in 
Boston,  in  May,  1819. 

Wendell  Phillips  issued  a  pamphlet  in  1850, 
reviewing  Mr.  Webster's  speech  "  on  the  con- 
etitutional  rights  of  the  States,"  in  which  is 
the  following : — 

"  Wo  are  disunionists,  not  from  any  love  of 
separate  confederacies,  or  as  ignorant  of  the 
thousand  evils  that  spring  from  neiKhborine 
and  quarrelsome  States,  but  we  would  get  ria 
of  this  Union."  _ 

"  lie  wished  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
because  he  wanted  Massachusetts  to  be  left 
free  ta  right  her  own  wrongs.  If 'so,  she 
would  have  no  trouble  in  sending  her  ships 
to  Charleston  and  laying  it  in  aahes.  There 
was  no  state  in  the  Union  that  would  not 
contract,  at  a  low  Ggure,  to  whip  South  Caro- 
lina. Mussachuaetts  could  do  it  with  one 
hand  tied  behind  her  back,  lie  did  not  like 
such  a  republic  as  this.  It  was  against  his 
consoience.  lie  hated  and  abhorred  it  In 
order  to  hold  any  office  under  the  government 
uf  tlic  United  btates  n  man  must  swear  to 
support  the  constitution,  and  consequently  to 
Buppcirt  slavery  in  its  various  pliases.  It  was 
aa  uipvitable  that  this  Union  should  bo  dis- 
solved an  that  water  and  oil  must  separate,  no 
aiatlcr  how  much  they  may  be  shaken.  They 
could  not  tell  how  it  was  to  be  done,  but  done 
it  mui"t  be." — Edmuiid  Quiney,  o/"  Mast.,  at ' 
Ameriran  X.  V.  Anti-Slarery  Society  meeting, 
at  Nm  York,  Stay  13,  1857. 

"  The  Nebraska  fraud  is  not  that  burden 
OD  which  I  now  intend  to  speak.  There  is  one  ! 
nearer  liome,  more  immediately  present  and  | 
mure  iunupportable.  Of  what  that  burden  is  i 
I  shall  Kpealc  plainly.  The  obligation  incum- : 
bent  upon  the  free  states  to  deliver  up  fuci- 
tjve  slaves  is  that  burden — and  it  must  be  ob- 
•tftara^d^xtmthatCoaetituliQuaiOYtirjhataxA.  I 


"  And  such  an  obi  ternt  n  can  he  demon 
strated  to  be  as  much  tl  e  ntcrest  of  the  Sciutb 
as  it  is  of  the  North  — Hon  Jojial  Qnincyat 
Boston,  Aug.  18,  lb54 

"  Be.wked,  That  wh  i  we  would  express 
our  deep  gratitude  to  all  those  earnest  mea 
end  women  who  find  t  e  ai  d  strength,  amid 
their  labors  in  behalf  of  Br  t  sh  reform,  to 
study,  understand,  and  protest  against  Ameri- 
can slavery,  to  give  ns  tlieir  sympathy  and  (ud, 
by  muniScent  contributions,  and  by  holding 
our  Union  up  to  the  contempt  of  turope,  w« 
feel  it  would  not  be  invidious  to  mcnticm  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Ilowitt,  Henry  Vincent,  and 
George  Thompson,  aa  those  to  whose  untiring 
advocacy  our  cause  is  especially  indebted  in 
this  countrv,  as  well  as  for  the  hold  it  baa 
gained  on  the  hearts  of  the  British  people. 

"Resolved.  That  the  discriminating  sense  of 
justice,  the  steadfast  devotednesis,  the  generous 
munificence,  the  untiring  zeal,  the  industry, 
skill,  taste,  and  genius,  with  which  British 
abolitionists  have  cooperated  with  ua  for  tho 
extinction  of  alavery,  command  our  jmititude. 

"From  the  aboUttonistsof  England.  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  we  have  received  renewed  and  in- 
creasing assurances  and  proofs  of  their  constant 
andcnli^hlcncdzealinbehalf  of  the  American 
slave.  Lilieral  gifts  from  all  of  these  countries, 
falling  behind  none  of  the  nost  bounteous  of 
former  years,  helped  to  fill  the  scanty  trcosury 
of  the  slave." — Resolutions,  of  the  America* 
Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

A  convention  held  in  Boston  in  lS55,adopted 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  these  resolutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  constitution  which  pro- 
vides for  a  slave  representation  and  a  slave 
oligarchy  in  Congress,  which  legalizes  slave- 
hunting  and  slave-catching  on  every  inch  of 
American  soil,  and  which  pledges  the  military 
and  naval  power  of  the  country  to  keep  four 
millions  of  chattel  slaves  in  their  chains,  is  to 
be  trodden  under  foot  and  pronounced  ao- 
curaod,  however  unexceptionable  or  valuable 
may  be  its  other  provisions. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  one  great  issue  before 
tJie  country  is,  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  in 
comparison  with  which  all  otticr  issues  with 
the  slave  power  arc  as  dust  in  the  balance  ; 
therefore  we  will  give  ourselves  to  the  work  of 
annulling  this  'covenant  with  death,'  as  essen- 
tial to  our  own  innocency,  and  the  speedy  and 
everlosdng  overthrow  of  the  slave  system." 

The  following  resolution  passed  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Ilampshiro,  of  1856: — 

"Resolved,  That  the  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire demand  as  a  right  the  restoraliim  of  said 
Compromise,  anil  the  amendment  of  the  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  bill,  so  called,  so  as  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  said  territories,  and  will 
never  consent  to  the  admission  into  the  Union 
of  any  state  out  of  said  territory  with  a  con- 
stitution tolerating  shivery." 

A  convention  was  held  in  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo in  1843,  at  which  the  following  resolution 
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««a  imuiimoiialj  adopted,  with  SaJmni  P. 
Chase  OS  chiinoan  of  the  rommittee  on  rOBo- 

"  Remlred,  That  we  herebj  ^W  it  to  hv. 
di^tinuily  understood,  by  thia  nstioo  and  thci 
wurlil,  tbat,  as  Abolitionists,  coDsideriog  thai 
the  sireagth  of  our  cause  liea  in  its  righleoos- 
nt's,  auii  our  hopes  fur  it  in  our  conformity  tb 
(lie  Utrs  of  God,  and  our  support  of  the  righte 
of  man.  we  owe  to  the  sovereigii  Ruler  of  the 
L'niTer»e,  u  a  proof  of  our  allegiance  to  Him. 
m  all  OUT  civil  relations  aad  offices,  whether 
aa  friends,  citiiens.  or  as  public  funotionariea, 
Bwi>m  to  support  the  CooBtitution  of  the  Uni- 
te-l  States,  to  regard  and  treat  the  third  ckuB«' 
of  the  instrument,  whenever  applied  in  the 
ca»e  of  %  fagitire  slave,  as  utterly  null  and 
Toid,  and  consequently  as  forming  no  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States,  whenever 
we  aro  called  upon  or  sworn  to  support  it." 

"  Recognising,  therefore,  the  paramount 
iwue.  ]  recognise,  as  the  onlj  practical  mennf 
of  sustaining  our  position  upon  that  issue,  out 
CO-operaUon  with  the  masses  of  our  friends  in 
other  stales  in  the  funuBtion  of  the  Kepubli- 
can  party  of  the  Uaion.— Julius  BoekictlC,Mcu- 
Kukiuelli  IWe-toU  CandidaU  for  Oocernor. 

"  Yes,  with  that  freedom  and  Fremont  and 
DajtoD  emblazoned  on  the  auiple  folds  of  our 
national  banner,  we  will  drive  the  base  min- 
ions of  slavery  from  their  control  of  the  Oov- 
ernroent,  and  wo  will  use  its  powers  to  build 
up  our  new  country  free  from  tlie  taints  of 
■laverv,  and  make  America  worthy  of  being 
the  North  Star  of  freedom,  by  which  the  eve 
of  the  exile  cao  be  guided  with  safety  to  tne 
asylum  of  UbertT."—ifon.  W.  R.Sapp.ofOkio, 
ut  the  HiMut  of'Jiepi.,  Ul  Seai.  34fA  Cvit(j.       I 

Mr.  Seward  declared,  in  a  speech  which  ho 
made  in  Clerelaud,  in  1848 ; 

'•  What,  then,  you  say,  can  nothing  be  done 
for  &e«dom  because  the  public  conscience  is 
inert  ?  Yes ;  much  can  be  done,  everything 
can  be  dune.  

Btti^ud  a  convention  of  the  people  oi^Massa- 
cfausetta  opposed  to  the  furtive  slave  law, 
and  to  •mmmunicate  in  writing  my  opinion 
on  that  statute,  if  I  should  be  unable  to 
atten<l  the  convention,  has  been  received. 

"  While  offering  the  prewiure  of  duties  here 
too  long  deferred  as  an  apology  for  non-attend- 
aoce,  1  pray  you  to  assure  the  committee 
in  whose  l^half  you  act  of  ray  profound 
aense  of  their  courtesy  and  kindness.  It 
w^inld  be  an  honor  to  be  invited  to  address 
the  pe<iiile  of  Ma^sachucetts  on  any  subject, 
but  it  might  well  sati.'ify  a  generous  ambition 
to  be  called  upon  to  speak  to  that  great  and 
en1ii;hiened  Comraouweallh  on  a  question  of 
human  ri^^hts  and  civil  liberty. 

"  I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  eomostly  desir- 
ed not  to  loingle  in  the  popular  discussions 
of  the  meaanres   of  the  last  Coagresa.     The  I 


issue  neccHBarily  involves  the  claims  of  theil 
advocates  and  adversaries  in  the  public  couit- 
cils  to  the  confidence  of  the  country.  Some 
of  those  advocates  have  entered  the  papular 
arena,  criminatin?  those  from  whom  they  Itod 
differed,  while  others  have  endeavored  byci- 
traordlnary  means  either  to  control  discussion 
or  to  suppress  it  altogether,  and  thus  they 
have  shown  themselves  disciualificd,  by  pre> 
judice  or  interest,  for  practising  that  impai* 
tiality  and  candor  which  the  occasion  d9> 
mandod. 

1  "  I  am  unwilling  even  to  seem  to  imply,  by 
reiterating  arguments  already  before  the  pub- 

I  lie,  either  any  distrust  of  the  position  of 
those  with  whom  I  stood  in  Congress   or   imr 

!  patience  fur  that  favorable  popular  verdict 
which  I  believe  to  be  near,  and  know  to  be 
ultimately  certain. 

j  "  Nevertheless,  there  can  be  no  impro* 
priety  in  iny  declaring,  when  thus  questioned, 
the  opinions  which  will  govern  my  TOte  upon 

I  any  occasion  when   the  fugitive   slave   law 

!  shall  oomo  up  for  review  in  the  national  legis- 
lature. 

"  1  think  the  act  signally  unwise,  because 
it  is  an  attempt,  by  a  purely  federative  govern- 
ment,  to  est«nd  the  economy  of  slave  slates 
throughout  states  which  repudiate  slaverv  as 
a  mural,  eocial,  and  political  evil.  Any 
despotic  government  would  awaken  sedition 
from  its  profoundest  slumbers  by  such  an 
altcmnt. 

"  The  attempt  by  the  Govemmeni  hat  arout- 
id    eonitilulioital  raistance,    nhich   will  not 


self-deceived  or  not,  misleads.  I  think,  also, 
that  the  attempt  was  unnecessary ;  that  poli- 
tical ends — merely  political  ends — and  not 
real  evils  resulting  from  the  escape  of  slaves, 
constituted  the  prevailing  motives  to  the 
enactment," — LeUtr  of  the  Hon.  W.  H. 
Seteard. 

"  We  deem  the  principle  of  the  law,  for 
Iho  recajilure  of  furtive  slaves,  unjust,  un- 
constitutional, and  immoral;  and  thus,  white 
patriotism  withholds  its  approbation,  the 
conscience  of  our  people  condemns  it.  You 
will  say  that  these  convictions  of  ours  are  dis- 
loyal. Grant  it,  fur  the  sake  of  argument. 
They  are  nevertheless  honest ;  and  the  law 
is  to  be  executed  among  us,  not  among  you  ; 
not  by  us,  but  by  the  federal  authority. 
lias  any  government  ever  succeeded  m 
changing  the  moral  convictions  of  its  subjects 
by  force?  But  these  convictions  imply  no 
disloyalty.  We  reverence  the  Constitution, 
although  we  perceive  this  defect,  just  as  we 
acknowledge  the  splendor  and  the  power  of 
the  sun,  although  its  surface  is  tarnished  ivith 
here  and  there  an  opaque  spot. 

"  Wo  cannot,  in  our  judgment,  he  cither 
true  Christians  or  real  freemen,  if  wc  impose 
on  another  a  chain  that  we  defy  all  human 
power  to  fasten  on  ourBelves.  You  VicWcto 
ind  think  otherwise,  and  doaLAesAwVAi^Ts^uX 
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lawa  of  action,  can  judge  ua.  Do  we  th(>ii, 
in  this  conflict,  liouiund  of  juu  an  unreawm- 
able  thing,  in  aakiDg  tLuC,  since  you  will 
bafe  property  that  con  and  will  eicruisc 
human  powers  to  effect  its  escape,  you  sh^iU 
b«  yuur  own  police,  and  in  acting  among  us 
aa  Bucb,  you  shall  coufurm  to  nrinciples  ■□- 
dispengable  to  the  security  of  aumitted  rights 
of  freemen  r  If  you  will  have  tliis  liiw 
executed,  you  must  alleviato,  not  increaao  its 

"  The  Constitution  regulates  aur  steward- 
eliip ;  the  ConatUutiou  devotes  the  domain  t<j 
union,  to  juatice,  to  defence,  to  welfare,  aiid 

"  But  there  is  a  higher  law  than  the  Cf.iu- 
slitutioQ,  which  regulates  our  authority  01  cr 
the  domain,  and  devotes  it  Co  the  samo  noMc 
purposes." — ilfr.  Stvard'a  Ilujhtr  Law  SpttrJi. 

"Wherein  do  the  strength  and  security  of 


forbearing. 

and  endure 

and  important  change ;  indeed,  it  is  half  niad« 
already.  The  House  of  Keprcaentatives  iii 
already  yours,  as  it  alwavs  must  be  when  tou 
choose  to  have  it.  The  Senate  uf  the  United 
States  ia  equally  within  your  power,  ii'  you 
only  will  persisleutly  endeavor,  for  two 
yeara,  to  have  it.  Notnithst undine  all  the 
wrong  that  has  been  done,  nut  anotlicr  ^lave 
State  can  now  come  into  the  Union.  Make 
only  one  year's  constant,  decisive  effort,  and 
you  can  determine  what  States  shall  be  ad- 
mitted.      •• ••• 

"  I  do  not  know,  and  ftersonallv  I  do  not 
greatly  care,  that  it  [aboliiion]  shall  work  out 
ita  t^eat  ends  this  year  or  the  next,  or  in  my 
lifetime ;  because  1  know  that  those  ends  are 
ultimately  sure,  and  that  time  and  trial  are 
the  elements  which  make  all  great  reformai- 
tiona  sure  and  lasting." — From  the  Il'in.  IV. 
U.  Seward'*  ipeech  at  Albany,  Oct  12,  1865. 

"  In  the  pase  of  the  alleroative  being  pro- 
sented  of  the  continuance  of  slavery  or  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  I  am  for  dissolution, 
and  I  care  not  how  quick  it  comes." — Judga 
SpaiUding  of  Ohio,  in  the  JteptiUicaH  Coiaxn- 


alavery  lie  f    You  answer  that  they  lie  it 
onnstitution  of  the  United  Stat«s,and  the 
stitutions  and  laws  of  the  slaveholding  at 
Not  at  all.    They  lie  in  the  erroneous  s 
ment  of  the  American  people.     CiinstilutioiiH   t 
«nd  laws  can  no  more  rim  above  the  virtue    '' 
the  people  than  the  limpid  stream  can  clii 
above  its  native  spring.     Inculcate,  then,  tin- 1      Senator   Sumner,   of  Mossachu setts,   in  a 
love   of    freedom   and   the   ooual   riehts    ol  I  l  j  i'         ^  ■     -n         ■>  ti  n   i>  ^ 
™—  ..„  i».  .v.„  .,».„,,.»i  >^f    ..^  .«  ■.  .1.  .    speech  delivered  in  Fnneuil  Hall,  Boston,  on 
man  under  the  paternot  roof    see  to  it  thiii     '    „ ,  .,        ,       loc,      -j 
they  are  taught   in  the  schools  and  in  tl,e   ">«  2d  November,  1855,  said  : 
churches  ;  reform  your  own  code ;  extend  :i        "  Not  that  I  love  tlie  Union  less,  but  free- 
cordial  welcome  to  the  fugitive  who  lays  bi-  '  dom  more,  do  I  now,  in  pleading  this  great 
weary  limba  at  your  door,  and  defend  him  as   cause,  insist  that  freedom,  at  all  haiards,  shall 
you  would  your  patemol  gods.    Correct  your  ''e  preserved.    God  forbid  that  for  the  sake  of 
•tbatslaveryhasanyconstitutioniil    the  Union,  i^"  ">""•'''  "»-"fin->  iho -nour  ihin» 


guarantee  which  may  not  be   released, 
on^t  not  to  bo  relinquished." 

And  he  says  further  on  : 

"  Whenever  the  public  mind  shall  will  1 
abolition  of  slavery,  the  way  will  open  for 
—Mr.  Seward's  Speech  at  Cleedand  in  Ift 

"  Slavery   can    be   limited   to 
bounds  ;  it  can  be  ameliorated, 
and  it  must  be  abolished,  and  jou  and  1 
and  must  do  it, — Speech  of  Mr.  Seward." 

"  The  task  is  as  simple  and  easy  ns  its  1 
summation  will  bo  bcneScent,  and  its  rewarda 
glorious.     It  requires  to  follow  only  tbii 
pie  rule  of  action  ;    To  do  everywhere  and 
every  occasion,  what  we  1       .   . . 

lect  or  refuse  to  do  whot 
because  at  that  precise  ti 
ticular  occasion  we  cannot  do  more.     Ci 
stances  determine  possibilities." — Speech 
Mr.  Seaard. 


Debate  in  the  Senate  on  the  26tii  of  Juno, 
1854. 
"  Mr.  Butter.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Sena- 

■  tor,  if  Congress  repealed  the  Fugitive   Slave 

■  law,  would  MasBochusetls  execute  the  con- 
(  stitutional  requirements,  and  send  Lack  to  th« 

South  the  absconding  slaves  ? 
1        "  Mr,  Sumner.     Do  you  ask  if  I  would  send 
back  a  slave  ! 

"  Mr.  Butler.     Why,  ye?. 
"Mr.  Sumner,     la  thy  servant  a  dog,  that 
'  he  should  do  this  thing? 

"  Mr,  Butler.     Then  you  would  not  obey 
j^         '  I  the  constitution.     Sir,  standing  here  before 
tinip  I  tl"'*  tribunal,  where  you  swore  to  support  it. 
,  .„j  ^„  .i.».  ^~  '   yp"  r'se  and  tell  me  that  von  regard  it  the 
L™,i^     Ii?lr.?;y:   officcofadogtoenforceil.  "You  stand  in  my 
,-  presence  as  a  eo-eqiia!  Scnat<)r,  and   tell  Ttif 
I  that  it  is  a  (log's  ofG<'e  to  execute  the  Ponstitu 
tion  of  the  United  States  ?"     To  which  Mr. 
"  Slavery  is  not,  and  never  can  be,  perr.f!- 1  Sumner  said :     "  1  recognise  no  such  obliga- 
tual.    It  will  be  overthrown  either  peacefully    tion."  ' 

and  lawfullvunder  thi8Conetitution,or  i(  Till ,  t.  w  v  1-  -r  ■!  „  .  i.»  i:..~  ».»  1 
work  the  subversion  of  the  Constitntion  f.  ^^e  New  York  Tribune,  a  leading  s^.l 
gother  with  its  own  overthrow.  Then  the  powerful  press  in  the  North,  whilst  the  Ne- 
•laveholders  would  perish  in  the  struggle,  braska  bill  was  before  Congress,  remarked  :— 
Tb»  chunj^  can  now  bs  made  without  vio-  "Better  that  confusion  should  ensue ;  bcttw 
Jfaen  audbjr  the  agency  ot  the  ballut-boi.  |  that  disurd  should  rctgn  in  the  natioiial  MVI^ 
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rib ;  better  that  CotiKrees  ihould  break  ap  in 
villi  diaorder ;  nar,  better  that  the  Capitol  it- 
vjf  should  blue  ij  the  torch  of  the  Incendia- 
T\;  or  fall  and  bury  ^1  its  inmalea  beneath 
K*  rrainbling  niinH,  than  that  this  perfidy  and 
rrung  ohoula  be  final);  accotnpliBhed." 

-  We  lore  (gm 
I  ve  itfl  principlf  . .  . 

tiunUm  ;  but  we  would  rather  a  thoasand 
limes  vote  fur  Garrisoii  and  Tappan  aa  Presi- 
<!'-ut  and  Vice-Preaidont  than  tame);  eubmil 
f  T  an  hour  to  the  humiliation  which  the  Sen- 
ale  has  put  upon  us  bj  the  repeal  of  the  Mi»~ 
h-.-nri  Compromise. 

"  We  are  willine  [quoted  Biffaiii)  to  consort 
with  the  moet  rabid  Abolitiouista  in  order  to 
restore  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  thue 
nslres*  a  great  wrong." — Oea.  Webb't  Kat 
i'^rt  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Oen.  James  Watson  Webb  was  S  delegat* 
ti>  the  Republican  Convention,  at  Philadelphia, 
luid  delirered  a  speech,  from  which  we  make 
the  following  extract: — 

"  Why,  I  ask,  are  we  here  ?  We  are  here 
because  the  coontry  is  in  danger.  We  are 
here  becanse  a  solenin  compact,  l)y  which  the 
•mrse  of  slavery  was  limited  for  over  to  latitude 
'.i6  deg.  30  min.  has  been  Tiolently  disruptnred, 
t<im  asunder,  and  the  people  of  the  North  told 
■  TIKI  shall  hare  this  matter  forced  upon  you.' 
^<  V,  whatare  the  people  doingT  Onrpeople, 
living  order  and  loving  law,  and  willinK  to 
aliidc  bj  the  ballot-box,  come  together  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union  and  ask  us  to  give  them 
n  nomination  which,  when  fairly  put  before 
the  people,  will  unite  public  sentiment,  and, 
ihroui^  the  ballot-box,  will  restrain  and  repel 
thi*  pro-slavery  extension,  and  this  i^gresaion 
■■f  lh<;  sjaveocracy.  What  else  are  they  doing? 
ThpT  tell  you  that  they  are  wiUing  to  abide 
\.y  die  ballot-box,  and  willing  to  make  that 


Senator  Wade  of  Ohio,  in  a  speech  to  a  mast 
meeting  of  the  Republicans,  held  in  the  Stats 
of  Maine  in  1855,  acoording  to  the  Boston 
Adas  s^d : — 

"There  was  no  freedom  at  the  South  for 
either  white  or  black,  and  he  would  strive  to 
protect  the  free  soil  of  the  North  from  the 
same  blighting  curse.  There  was  really  no 
Union  now  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
and  he  believed  no  two  nations  upon  the  earth 
entertained  feelings  of  more  bitter  raneor  to- 
wards each  other  than  these  two  sections  of 
the  republic.  The  only  salvation  of  the  Union, 
therefore,  was  to  be  found  in  divesting  it  en- 


said  he,  or  let  as  sweep  away  this  remnant 
which  we  call  a  Union.  1  go  for  a  Union 
wberc  all  men  are  equal,  or  for  no  Union  at 
all,  and  I  go  for  right." 

"  Let  us  remember  that  more  than  thrm 
millions  of  bondmen,  groaning  under  name- 
less woes,  demand  that  we  shall  cease  to  re- 
Srove  eai^  other,  and  that  wo  labor  for  their 
sliverance.  ■»*•»• 
"I  tell  yon  here  to-night,  that  the  agitation 
of  this  question  of  human  slavery  will  continue 
while  the  foot  of  a  slave  presses  the  soil  of  the 
American  republic." — Meari)  Wilson,  United 
Staia  Senator. 

Hear  Henry  Wilson,  Senator,  in  the  Phila- 
lelphia  American  Convention,  June  12, 1856 : 


help  me  Uodl  believing  that  to  bo  right,  1 
niu  with  them.  [Loud  cheers,  and  cries  of 
■li.Bid.']  Now,  then,  gentlemen,  on  your 
ii>->i'>n  depends  the  result.  You  may.  with 
I  '•  '\'*  bleHsing.  present  to  this  country  a  name 
ntllving  around  it  all  the  elements  of  the  op- 
[-•■iiiiun,  and  we  will  thus  become  so  strong 
ihai  UiTougli  the  ballot-box  we  shall  save  the 
•xuiiiry.  But,  if  a  name  be  presented  on 
which  we  may  not  rally,  and  the  consequence 
i'  >'ivi]  war — yes,  nothing  more,  nothing  less, 
l.ui  civil  war — I  ask,  then,  what  is  our  first 

'■'he  Uon.  Benjamm  F.  Wade,  now  a  U.  S. 
Senator  from  Ohio,  spoke  thus: — 

*' He  tfaoaght  there  was  but  one  issue  before 
th*  people,  and  that  was  the  question  of 
Ameriean  slavery.  He  sud  the  Whig  party 
is  not  only  dead,  but  stinks.  It  shows  signs 
jcea^onsily  of  convulsive  spasms,  as  is  somc- 
tuaea  exhibited  in  the  dead  snake's  tail  after 
tfaa  head  >nd  body  have  been  buried."  j 


aibility  for.  the  existence  of  slavery.  To 
u  this  object  I  am  in  favor  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  the  Torritories." 

In  October  of  1S55,  Senator  Wilson  of  Mass. 
made  a  spooch  at  the  Tabernacle,  in  New 
Vork,  in  which  he  said  : — 

"  Every  generous  impulse  of  the  human 
lieart  is  with  us — every  affection  of  tlie  human 
conscience  is  with  us ;  the  great  hopes  of  the 
tiuman  race  are  all  with  us,  and  we  shall 
iriumph  in  the  end :  we  shall  overthrow  tin- 
fllare  power  of  the  Tepublic;  we  shall  enthrone 
freedom ;  shall  abolish  slavery  in  the  terri- 
loriea;  we  shall  sever  the  national  government 
from  all  rosponsibilitv  for  slavery,  and  alt 
^nncctionwithit;  and  then,  gentlemen,  then, 
jfben  we  have  put  the  nation,  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Von  Buren,  openly,  actually,  and  per- 
petually on  the  side  of  freedom,  we  shall  have 
rlorious  allies  in  the  South.  Wo  shall  have 
men  like  Cassius  M.  Clay.  [Loud  applause.] 
ffe  shall  have  generous,  brave,  gallant  men 
rise  upon  the  South,  who  will,  in  their  own 
lime.  111  their  own  way,  for  the  interest  of  the 
master  and  bondtimau,  lay  the  foundations  of 
1  policy  of  emancipation  that  shall  give  free- 
dom to  three  and  a  half  millions  of  men,  in 
America.     [EnthutiAstic  ap(il&UBeJ\    1  wjt 
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gentlemen,  thefle  are  our  objectSi  and  these 
are  our  purposes. 

"  We  shall  change  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  place  men  in  that  Court 
who  believe  with  its  pure  and  immaculate 
Chief  Justice,  John  Jay,  that  our  prayers  will 
be  impious  to  Heaven  while  we  sustain  and 
support  human  slavery.  We  shall  free  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from 
Judge  Kane.  [Loud  applause.]  And  here 
let  me  say  there  is  a  public  sentiment  growing 
up  in  this  country  that  regards  Passmore 
Williamson  in  his  prison — ^remendous  ap- 
plause]— in  his  prison  in  Philadelphia,  as  a 
martyr  to  the  holy  cause  of  personal  liberty. 
[Great  applause.]  There  is  a  public  senti- 
ment springing  up  that  will  brand  upon  the 
brow  of  Judge  Kane  a  mark  that  will  make 
him  exclaim,  as  his  namesake,  the  elder  Cain, 
*It  is  too  great  for  me  to  bear.' " 

Hon.  Henry  Wilson  spoke  in  Boston : — 

'*  Mr.  Chairman  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 
This  is  not  the  time  nor  the  place  for  me  to 
utter  a  word.    You  have  listened  to  the  elo- 

?uence  of  my  young  friend,  and  here  to-night 
endorse  every  sentiment  he  has  uttered.  In 
public  or  privato  life,  in  majorities  or  in 
minorities,  at  home  or  abroad,  1  intend  to  live 
and  die  with  unrelenting  hostility  to  slavery  on 
my  lips.  I  make  no  compromises  anywhere, 
at  home  or  abroad ;  I  shall  yield  nothing  of 
my  anti-slavery  sentiments  to  advance  my  own 
personal  interests,  to  advance  party  interest, 
or  to  meet  the  demands  of  any  state  or  section 
of  our  country.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  main- 
tain, on  all  occasions,  tnese  principles,  to  com- 
prehend in  my  affections  the  whole  country — 
and  when  I  say  the  whole  country,  I  want 
everybody  to  understand  that  I  include  in 
that  term  Massachusetts  and  the  North.  This 
is  not  the  time  for  me  to  detain  you.  You 
have  called  on  me,  most  unexpectedly,  to  say 
a  word,  and,  having  done  so,  I  will  retire, 
thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  this  occasion.'' 

"  I  recognise  no  power  under  heaven  that 
can  make  a  man  a  stave.  I  recognise  no  con- 
ptitution — no  law  that  can  deprive  a  man  of 
his  personal  rights  and  liberty  ;  and  I,  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York,  am  ready  to  place  this  state 
in  that  attitude. 

**  Suppose  New  York  takes  that  ground ; 
what  tnen?  Some  talk  of  revolution,  as  if 
that  were  to  be  the  dreaded  result.  Sir,  I  love 
the  word.  W*^hen  this  great  state,  with  her 
three  millions  and  upward  of  freemen,  takes 
tliat  position,  then  I  Know  that  a  deathblow 
Is  struck  aeainst  African  slaverjr. 

"  I  would  not  permit  a  fugitive  from  the 
South  to  be  taken  from  our  limits.  "Wliat 
then  ?  What  power  can  compel  us  to  ac- 
quiesce ?  Will  James  Buchanan  march  troops 
into  New  York  to  coerce  us  into  submission  ? 
We  know  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  thus 
to  coerce  this  state  when  it  takes  this  posi- 
tion."— Speaker  of  iht  N»  T.  House  of  Dele- 
ffcUes,  on  the  Drea  Scott  Case, 


Adams,  John  Qaincr* 

Speech  of,  on  the  Aj)m ission  of  Arkastsa^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  tht 
United  States,  and  bound  by  oath  to  support 
their  Constitution,  I  cannot  object  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave 
state ;  I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a 
condition  of  her  admission  that  a  oonventioo 
of  her  people  shall  expunge  this  article  from 
her  constitution.     She  is  entitled  to  admission 
as  a  slave  state  as  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  and  Missouri  have  been  admit- 
ted, by  virtue  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  fbr 
the  acouisition  of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to 
the  innabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  idl 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  the 
original  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  sti- 
pulates for  their  admission,  conformably  to 
that  principle,  into  the  Union.    Louisiana  was 
purchased  as  a  country  wherein  slavery  was 
the  established  law  of  the  land.   As  Congress 
have  not  power  in  time  of  peace  to  al)olish 
slavery  in  the  original  states  of  \y^Q  Union, 
they  are  equally  destitute  of  the  power  in  those 
parts  of  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States,  by  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
where  slavery  existed  at  the  time  of  the  acqui- 
sition.   Slavery  is  in  this  Union  the  subject  of 
internal  legislation  in  the  states,  and  in  peace 
is  cognizable  by  Congress  only,  as  it  is  tacitly 
tolerated  and  protected  where  it  exists  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  it 
mingles  in  their  intercourse  with  other  na* 
tions.    Arkansas,  therefore,  comes,  and  has 
the  right  to  come,  into  the  Union  with  her 
slaves  and  her  slave  laws.    It  is  written  in  the 
bond,  and  however  I  may  lament  that  it  evei 
was  so  written,  I  must  faithfully  perform  iti 
obligations. 

Aiken,  William. 

Vote  of,  on  last  ballot  for  Speaker  oi 
34tu  Congress.     (See  N.  P.  Banks,  Jr.) 

Letter  of,  containing   his  Answers  tc 
CERTAIN  Interrogatories. 

House  of  Representatives, ) 
Feb.  4,  1856.     j 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  observe  in  the  Globe  of 
this  morning  a  note  appended  by  Mr.  Barola  j 
to  his  remarks  of  Saturday,  in  which  my  rcj»lj 
to  Mr.  A.  K.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  is  intvir- 
rectly  stated.  I  have  this  moment  conferrot 
with  Mr.  Marshall,  and  his  recollection  o<)n< 
curs  with  my  own,  that  the  following  is  the 
substance  of  his  question  and  of  my  ausi;\er: 

Mr.  Marshall's  question:  "Are  you  hostih 
to,  or  have  you  ever  denounced  the  Amcricai 
party  ?" 

My  answer  was — "  It  is  not  my  habit  to  de- 
nounce anything— either  men  or  measures— 
and  I  have  friends  in  the  American  party 
though  not  a  member  of  it  myself.*' 

Let  me  request  you  to  publish  this  note  ir 
the  Globe,  &c.  Resp'y  yours, 

WiLUAM  AlKIN. 

John  C.  Rives,  Esq. 
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constituted  into  a  territory,  called  Ala- 
t>am&.    This  act  was  silent  as  to  slaTcry. 
By  Act  of  March  2,  1819,  the  people  of 


ing  an  election,  or  who  has  resided  in  this 

Bv  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1817,  the  '  state  two  jears  and  six  mouths,  and  declared 

eaatern  portion  of  the  territory  of  Mississippi  ^^»  intention  as  aforesaid  ;  and  every  civilized 

male  inhabitant  of  Indian  descent,  a  native  of 
the  United  States  and  not  a  member  of  any 
tribe,  shall  bo  an  elector  and  entitled  to  vote; 
but  no  citizen  or  inhabitant  shall  be  an  elector, 

Alabama  territory  were  authorized  to  form  a  or  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election,  unless  he 

•tate  government.     This  act  was  also  silent  shall  be  alK>ve  the  a)^e  of  twenty-one  years, 

on  the  question  of  slavery.  a»<l  has  resided  in  this  state  three  months. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1819,  in  the  Senate,  ^l^  '^^  *^e  township  or  ward  in  which  he 
the  b'dl  reported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis-  £?^^^  ^^^^'  ^^'^  ^*^«  ^^^*  preoedmg  mch 
sippi,  from  a  committee  on  the  subject,  admit- 
ting Alabama  as  a  state  into  the  Union,  was  Wisconsin.— Every  male  person  of  the  age 

"   ,  V             •                  ^  X  of  twentv-one  years  or  upwards,  ot  the  tollow- 

pai«|ed  by  unanmious  consent.  ing  cla..8es,  who  shall  Lve  resided  in  this 

On  the  same  day  it  was  passed  by  the  house  gtate  for  one  year  next  preceding  any  election, 

without  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  was  ap-  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  elector  at  such 

proved  by  the  President  on  the  14th  of  De-  election. 

oember,  1819.  White  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

White  persons  of  foreign  birth  who  shall 

Alien  Snflrage.  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citi- 

Qu.iLiriCATioxs  OF  Voters  in  States  and  zens,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United 

Territories,  where  Alien  Suffrage  is  States  on  the  subject  of  naturalization. 

ALLOWED.  Xl^e  Ordinance  of  1787  provided  the  follow- 

IxDiANA.— Sec.  1.   All  elections  shall  be  ing  qualification  of  voters  m  the  N.  W.  Terri- 

free  and  equal.  tory  : 

2.  In  all  elections,  not  otherwise  provided  •»  That  a  freehold  in  fifty  acres  of  land  in 

fur   by  this  constitution,  every  white  male  the  district,  having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of 

citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  the  states  and  being  a  resident  in  the  district, 

twenty-one  years  and  upwards,   who  shall  or  the  like  freehold  and  two  years'  residence 

have  resided    in    the  state  during  the  six  in  the  district,  shall  be  necessary  to  qualify  a 

months  immediately  preceding  such  election ;  man  as  an  elector  of  a  representative." 

and  every  white  male  of  foreign  birth  of  the  .,                  _,                     _,,         .     i.  *     ., 

age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  who  ^  ^I'^S^^'^^^^^  Territory.— The  act  of  April 

bhall  have  resided  in  the  United  States  one  J;  \t^^^  ^'^^^^^i^l *^^  ?^^''^'^  provision  of  the 

year,  and  shall  have  resided  in  this  state  dur-  Ordinance  of  li  87  to  that  territory. 

mg  the  six  months  immediately  preceding  Indiana  Territory. — The  act  of  May  7, 

8uoh  election,  and  shall  have  declared  his  in-  180),  retained  the  above  provision  of  the  Urdi- 

tention  to   become  a  citizen  of  the  United  nance  of  1787,  over  that  portion  of  the  X.  W. 

•States,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  territory  formed  into  Indiana. 

States  on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  shall  j^^^j^.^jg  TERRiTORY.-The  act  of  May    7, 

be  entitled  to  vote  m  the  township  or  precmct  igo^)^  ,^,,,,  retained  the  above  provision  of^  the 

where  he  may  reside.  Ordinance  of  1787,  over  the  Illinois  portion  of 

Illinois. — Sec.  1.  In  all  elections,  every  Indiana  territory, 

white  male  citizen  above  the  age  of  twenty-  MicuiganTerritory.— Actof  Jan.11,1805, 

one  years,  havmg  resided  m  the  state  one  retained  the  above  jprovision  of  the  Ordinnhce 

year  next  preceding  the  election,  shall  bo  en-  of  1787,  over  the  Michigan  portion  of  Indiana 

title«l  to  vote  at  such  election ;  and  every  Territory. 

white  male  inhabitant  of  the  atra  aforesaid,  r\            m                    /-i         -    t          -l* 

whu  may  be  a  resident  of  the  state  at  the  time  Sf^'^1  Territory- Orpan.c  X««,  -Lvery 

of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  have  ^*'«<' «""'« inhabitant  abo^^  the  ugc  of  went  v- 

the  right  of  TOting  as  aforesaid,  but  no  such  «°.«  Jf '^™;  ^^o  shall  have  been  a  resident  of 

citizen  or  inhabitojt  shall  be  entitled  to  rote  f?!**  '""""'J  "l    '«  *'">«  »/''«'  l^f -f.  1 

^^^^^*  ;«  *u^  ^;o*»:^f  ^«  «^,.«*^  ;«  «.i,:«i,  k«  ^h^s  act,  and  shall  possess  the  qualihiations 

except  in  tne  district  or  county  m  which  he  i       '     k                 -i*^  i      u  n   i          ♦•»i^  i   * 

.hall^actuallyresideatthetimeof  suchcleotion.  Jratl" fi?sTdeS,  iS's^U  b" elfibl: 

MicniGAN. — Sec.  1.  In  all  elections,  every  to  any  office  within  the  said  territory  ;  but  the 

white  male  citizen   and    every  white  male  qualifications  of  voters  and  of  holding  oflit'c  at 

inhabitant  residing  in  the  state  on  the  twenty-  all  subsequent  elections  shall  be  such  as  sliidl 

f«>urth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun-  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

dred   and  thirty-five;    every  white  male   in-  Provided  that  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of 

liabitant  residing  in  this  state  on  the  first  holding  office  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citi- 

day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  zens  ot  the  United  States  above  the  age  of 

and   fifty,   who  has    declared  his   intention  twenty-one  years,  and  those  above  that  age 

to  Income  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  pur-  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  inten- 

suant  to  the  laws  thereof,  six  months  preced-  tion  to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an 
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MiNNisoTA   TgRMTORT. — The  orgsnio  law 


The  territorial  Le^Blature  Lave  paaaed  die 
fullowiog  act : — 

"  All  Tree  white  mule  inhabitants  over  the 
nee  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  re- 
Bided  within  this  territorv  nix  months  next 
precedinjr  an  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  election  for  delegates  to  Congresa  and 
for  terriloriol,  county,  and  precinct  officers : 
Proeided,  That  they  shall  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  shall  have  resided  within  the 
United  States  for  a  ^riod  of  two  years  neit 
!!__  gyuj)  election,  and  declarod  on  oath 


nrecedicg  si 
tieforo  any  < 


thereof,  his  intention  to  become  such  ;  and 
stiall  hare  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
utitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  provi- 
■ions  of  an  act  of  Coo^'ess  entitled  '  An  act 
U>  establish  the  temCorial  government  of 
Minnesota,'  approved  March  the  third,  one 
tiiDusand  eight  nundrcd  and  forty-nine  ;  And 
promdcd  aiio,  That  nothing  in  this  chapter 
■hall  ho  BO  construed  as  to  prohibit  all  persons 
iif  miied  white  and  Indian  blood  who  have 
adopted  the  customs  and  habits  of  civilixalion, 
from  voting." 

WisniwQTOif  TiiaiiiTOBr — Organic  Act. — 
Efery  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of 
t  went  v-one  years,whoahallhave  been  a  resident 
of  soiil  territory  attho  time  of  the  pasBoge  of  this 
act,  and  shall  possess  the  qualifications  herein- 
after prescribed,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the 
first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
within  the  said  territory ;  but  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voters  and  of  holding  office  at  all  sub- 
■equent  elections  sholl  be  such  as  shall  be 
(irescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly ;  Pro- 
vided, That  tlie  right  of  sntfrage  and  of  hold- 
ing office  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  those  above  that  age  who  shall 
have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  be- 
i^me  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to 
Kiipport  the  Conatitulion  of  the  United  States 
and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Jjegislatice  Act. — That  any  white  American 
■:itizea  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
iind  all  other  white  male  inhabitants  of  this 
tprritnry  above  that  ago  who  shall  have  de- 
clared on  oath  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
CUB,  and  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uniiecl  States,  at  least  six  months  previous  to 
the  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  resided 
•lix  ni.inths  in  the  territory,  and  twenty  days 
in  the  county,  next  preceding  the  day  of  elec- , 
lion,  and  noue  others,  shall  be  entitled  Xa  hold 
iiffieo  or  vote  at  any  election  in  this  territory. 

Neurasra  a\d  Kansas — Organic  Lavt. — 
Kvery  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an 
outaal  resident  of  stud  territoiy,  and  •ball; 


I  Ipouess  the    aualificationa    hereinaftor    pt*- 

Bcribcd,  shall  De  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first 
I  election,  and  shall  be  eli^ble  to  any  offioe 
,  within  the  said  territory ;  out  the  qaali6c»- 
tions  of  voters,  and  of  holding  office  at  all 
'Subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall 
I  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly: 
I  Provided,  That  the  right  of  BnSroge  and  of 
holding  office  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citi- 
lens  of  the  United  States  and  those  who  shall 
have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  be- 
come such,  and  shall  have  taken  on  oath  to  ' 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statw 
and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  Act  of  May  20,  1812,  extended  th» 
right  of  suffrage  in  Illinois  territory  to  every 
free  white  male  person  of  twenty-one  JMn 
of  age,  who  shall  have  pud  a  county  or  ten- 
torial tax,  and  who  shall  have  resided  ono 
year  in  said  territory  previons  to  any  general 
election,  &c. 

On  the  Ist  of  April,  1836,  the  bill  for  Ihe 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  DDion  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky 
moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting,  after 
that  part  of  it  declaring  that  the  constitution 
of  Michigan  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, the  words  "except  that  provision  of 
said  constitution  by  which  aliens  are  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  right  of  suffrage." 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  tho  follov- 
ing  vote ; — 

Ysu.— Hhrr  Bluk  of  MUa.  CiUidiiii  oT  E.  C.  CbT  dT 
Kj^  Crltunden  or  K;.,  D(tU  at  Hmbl,  Kwini  of  0..  Um- 
drickiaf  Ind..  L^uli  Df  Vs..  NnudliP  of  Del,,  Forur  oT  Ijl. 


I,  Knnlis 


,mn»o(AL 


Tlploi 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1854,  the  Clavton 
amendment  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of 
the  Senate,  which  prohibited  alien  suffrage  in 
the  territories,  was  adopted  by  ycaa  and  uaja 
as  follows : — 
Tcis.— Hmn.  Aduni.  Atrfal»n,  Badter,  Kgl,  A^mfn, 


ii.n^  Fiui«lrlrii,  llooJlnn,  llnntM, 

Tfno,  llmnn,  JforfOB,  mU.  SotailtiD 

NlTI.— MPtan.  ClilM,  Dodn  of  Wl>. 

NorHi.  PelLlL.  fmcard,  Sb1eld^  .%><(^.  B 
«T,  WmU,  Wilker.  *ii<t  Wllll»m.^21. 

JohnB.n,  J«.n  ,t 
Dirt^  Ennit,  Tun- 

Soilors  in  small  caps. 

o  italics.  Free- 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1S54,  tho  vote  on  inseHini;  Mr. 
Richardson's  substitute  for  the  Senate  Kannis 
and  Nebraska  bill  was  as  follows.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson's substitute  was  the  some  as  the  Senate 
bill,  with  the  exception  that  it  allowed  alien 
suffrage,  whilst  the  Senate  bill  did  not:  In 
other  words,  the  bill  of  Mr.  Richarson  omitted 
the  Clayton  amendment. 


ol  N.  a,  D 


a>i^  TlionM  U.  avl«T  <t  V*.,  Bukid^  at  UIk!,  Suit 
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BrB  af  1^u%  Bmom  of  Ta^  Bovea  of  8.  C,  Bni^cmi' 
iU««  of  Kj^  >^ri4ffw  o'  P>^  Brooks  of  S.  a,  Cvkie  of  Va^ 
ChasUio  of  QtL^  Chrlaman  of  Kj^  Chnrcbwdl  of  Tenn^ 
Cterk  «r  MA^  GHoKiimn  of  N.  C,  Oobb  of  Ala^  Colqaitt  of 
Ga«  Chi  of  Ky^  Oraif*  of  N.  C,  Cammljig  of  N.  Y^  CutUnf 
of  K.  Y^  Joho  O.  BatIs  of  IiuL.  Dawson  of  Pa^  Dinoey  of  0., 
Dc«<Ml  of  Ala.,  IHiiiliar  of  La.,  DaDham  of  Ind.«  Edmondaon 
of  Ta.  John  M.  BttoU  of  Ky.  Kngliah  of  Ind.,  Faulkaor  of 
Ta^  riomca  of  Pa^  Fuller  of  Mo.,  Ooode  of  Va.,  Oreen  of  0^ 
liiowiwood  of  Ark.,  Grep  of  Ky.,  Hamilton  of  Md..  8am«m 
W.  Hants  of  Ala..  Hmdricks  of  Ind.,  Borcer  of  Ijl,  Hib- 
bard  of  N.  H.  JaUi  of  Ky.,  BUlyar  of  Oa.,  Houston  of  Ala., 
IscanoQ  of  Conn.,  Georgo  W.  Jones  of  Tenn.,  J.  Olaney 
Joins  of  Pa.,  Bolaad  Jones  of  La.,  K*rr  of  N.  a,  KIdwell  of 
Va^  Kwti  of  Pa.,  Iamb  of  Mo.,  Lane  of  ladn  Latham  of 
CaL.  LsCebcr  of  Ta.,  Ully  of  N.  J..  lAndUy  of  Mo.,  McDonald 
of  Mo.,  McDoocall  of  Cal..  McNair  of  l^a..  Maxwell  of  Fla., 
May  of  Md.,  .Ml  G.  MiOer  of  Mo^  Smith  MUler  of  Ind., 
Olda  of  O.,  Mordeoai  OUeer  of  Mo.,  Orr  of  8.  C,  Packer 
of  Fa^  John  Perkins  of  U.,  Pbelm  of  Mo.,  PbUIpe  of  Ala., 
AmpbII  of  Ta.,  Piatt  of  Oonn.,  lytsloth  of  Ky.,  Jfmdj^  of 
Vma^  Btm  of  Qa^  Rkhardwm  of  111.,  Riddle  of  Del.,  Uob- 
Uoa  of  FlL,  Bowo  of  N.  Y.,  Kuffin  of  N.  C,  Seymonr  of  Conn., 
ShaaaoB  of  O.,  Shaw  of  N.  C,  Shower  of  Md.,  Singleton  of 
IUhl,  flsMasi  ▲.  Smith  of  Tena.,  WlUiam  Smith  of  Va., 
WBttam  R.  Smith  of  Ala.,  George  W.  Smith  of  Texais  Snod- 
paas  of  TOm  Frederick  P.  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Richard  II. 
roaiitim  of  Ky.,  Alemmier  //.  StqihenM  of  Ga.,  Stranb  of 
Pa.,  BaTld  Stuart  of  Mirh.,  Jnhn  J.  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Tweed 
of  N.  T..  TaO  of  N.  J.,  Vansant  of  Md.,  Walbridge  of  N.  Y., 
VPtSket  cH  N.  T.,  Walsh  of  M.  Y.,  Warren  of  Ark.,  Westbrook 
of  S.  T.,  WltU  of  Pa.,  Daniel  Wright  of  Miss.,  Hondrick  B. 
Wright  of  Fa,  ZolUeoffer  of  Tenn.— 116. 

NaTs  Msanii.  BaE  of  0.,  Banks  of  Mssi.,  Belcher  of  Oon., 
Annsft  of  N.  Y.,  Anson  of  Me.,  Ben  ton  of  Ma,  Amm  of  Tenn., 
CliSMftifl  of  O.,  OtnmUr  of  N .  Y .,  ChoMOer  of  Pa.,  Croektr 
of  aiasa,  OOkm  of  Tenn.,  Curtis  of  Pa.,  Thomas  Davis  of  R. 
I .  Daaa  of  N.  T.,  De  WiU  of  Mess.,  Didk  of  Pa.,  i>i«Mjwon  of 
Ifaas.  FsstiBsn  of  Wis.,  Sdgtnrton  of  0.,  EdmandM  of  Bdass.. 
r*onMt  A  JIUott  of  Mass.,  Ellison  of  0.,  Etheridge  of  Tenn  . 
BrfsH^rl  of  Pa^  f\trUy  of  Me.,  Fenton  of  N.  Y.,  FlagUr  of 
N.  T.,  GflOiblo  of  Ptt.,  Qddoiqs  of  O.,  Grow  of  Pa.,  Goodrich 
of  Mass.,  .Aaron  Basiam  of  0.,  Andrew  Haslam  of  Ind.,  Har- 
rUcmviO^  Batftiftat  of  N.  Y..  Haven  of  N.  Y.,  HHsUr  of  Pa., 
//'fwr  of  Pis.,  Hughes  of  N.  Y..  Hwd  of  La.,  Johnson  of  0., 
I«aaM  T.  Jones  of  N.  Y.,  Kittmige  of  N.  H.,  Knom  of  IlL, 
2  Jiklaky  of  O^  Lyon  of  N.  Y.,  McCuWich  of  Pa.,  Mace  of  Ind., 
"  of!l.  Y,"      ■        " 


Maynll  of  Me.,  Jieaeham  of  Tt.,  Middks- 
tmartik  of  Pa,  Mfllson  of  Va.,  Morgan  of  N.  Y.,  Morrinon  of 
N.  U.,  Murray  of  N.  Y.,  Nidiols  of  0.,  Nobl«>  of  Mich,  yorUm 
of  m.,  Andrew  OHrer  of  N.  Y,  Peck  of  N .  Y..  Ftirktr  of  Ind., 
7>mMV<M  of  N-  J-i  Bishop  Porklns  of  N.  Y..  PringU  of  N. 
Y.,  Aoifear  of  N.  C,  David  Ritchie  of  Pa..  Thomas  Kitolr  of 
O.,  if^n  of  N.  C,  Iiut$eU  of  Pa.,  Snbin  of  Tt,  Sage  of  N. 
T.,  Sa^  of  Ol,  Simwums  of  N.  Y.,  Skelton  of  N.  J.,  Gnair 
Sam  of  v.  Y..  Hester  L.  Stevens  of  Mich.,  Stratton  of  N.  J.. 
Aodiov  Stuart  of  0,  John  L.  Tayinr  of  O.,  Xathamel  0. 
TsfUH"  of  TMin..  Thurston  of  R.  I..  Tracy  of  Vt,  Trout  of 
I'a..  QpAoM  of^Mass.,  WaOejf  uf  Mass.,  Wade  of  O.,  Elihu  tt. 
W^Mmnu  of  IlL,  brad  Washbumt  of  Me.,  Welln  of  Win., 
John  Woitwonh  of  III,  2fa/»pen  ITentieorM,  Wheeler  of  N. 
T..r«ktoflIl^-M. 

Democrats  in  roinan — ^Whigs  in  italics — 
Free-Soilers  in  small  caps. 

In  Senate,  May  25,  1854.  The  Nebraaka 
and  Kansas  bill  being  under  consideration, 
51r.  Pearce,  of  Md.,  moved  to  amend  the  fifth 
section  by  striking  oat  the  word^ : 

"  All  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath 
their  intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  provisions  of  this 
act." 

So  that  the  proviso  shall  read : 

"  Provided  tnat  the  right  of  sufirase  and  of 
holdinjT  office  shall  be  exercised  on^  bj  citi- 
Mos  of  the  United  States/' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pearce,  the  same  as 
the  Clayton  amendment,  was  rejected  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 


Tass.— Messrs.  Bayard  d  BeL,  Bdl  of  Tenn..  Brodhead 
flf  Pk.,  Brown  of  Mo.,  Cloj/Um  of  DeL,  Jtenx  of  Md.,  and 
niwjunw  of  Ky.— 7. 

BlAll     Msawa  AlWn  of  B.  L,  Atehlson  of  Mo.,  Bemamin  , 
•riA^Bvtkrof  &a,GlHi«f  MSBh.,GBAn  of  0..  Clay  of  I 
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AJa.,  Jkmmn  of  Oa.,  Dodge  of  Wis.,  Douglass  of  Hi.,  FUh  of 
N.  Y.,  Fltspatrick  of  Ala.,  Fbol  of  Vt,  Gilubrb  of  Oonn, 
Gwin  of  Cal.,  Hunter  of  Va.  James  of  R.  I.,  Johnson  of 
Ark.,  Jones  of  la.,  Jone»  of  Tenn.,  Malloty  of  Fla^  Mason 
of  Va.,  JWcvim*  of  Fla.,  Norris  of  N.  H.,  PetUt  of  Ind.,  PraU 
of  Md.,  Rusk  of  Tex.,  Sebastian  of  Ark.,  Seward  of  N.  Y.. 
Shields  of  HI.,  Slidell  of  La.,  Stuart  of  Mich.,  Sumixa  of 
Mass.,  Thoawon  of  N.  J.,  Tbosiftir  of  Oa.,  Touoey  of  Conn., 
WoMJU  of  C  Walker  of  Wis.,  Weller  of  OsL,  Williams  of  N. 
H.,  Wright  of  N.  J.-41. 

This  vote  cannot  be  considered  a  test  vote, 
as  the  friends  of  the  bill  determined  to  vote 
down  all  amendments,  so  as  not  to  send  it 
back  to  the  House. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1857,  the  bill  of 
the  House  to  authorize  the  people  of  Minne- 
sota to  form  a  state  government,  being  before 
the  Senate,  Mr.  Biggs,  of  N.  C,  moved  the 
following  amendment  to  the  same : 

Provided,  That  only  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election 
provided  for  by  this  act 

The  following  debate  ensued : — 

Mr.  Douglas  said.  The  organic  act,  creat- 
ing the  territory  of  Minnesota  many  years 
since,  provided  that — 

<<ETery  free  white  male  inhabitant  abore  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  hare  been  a  resident  of  the  said 
territory  at  the  time  of  the  parasge  of  this  set,  shall  be 
entitled  to  Tote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  office  in  the  said  territory;  but  the  qualifications  of 
Toters  and  of  holding  office  at  all  subsequent  elections  rbaU 
be  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  LegiPlstire  Aj^sembly : 
Provided,  That  the  right  of  suffra^  and  of  holding  office 
shall  be  exerdsed  only  by  clUzeus  of  the  United  States  and 
those  who  hare  declared  on  oath  their  intonttoa  to  become 
such,  and  shall  haTe  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Coustitih 
tion  of  the  United  States  and  the  prorislons  of  this  act." 

That  was  the  organic  law  of  the  territory. 
Under  that  law  the  territorial  leginlature 
have  prescribed  the  qualifications  ol  voters. 
The  present  bill  provides  that  the  legal  voters 
of  Minnesota  may  assemble  and  elect  delegates 
to  a  convention,  to  form  a  constitution  and 
state  government  for  admission  into  the  Union, . 
leaving  the  (qualifications  of  voters  in  the  ter- 
ritory for  this  purpose,  precisely  what  they 
have  been  ever  since  the  territory  was 
organized,  and  as  they  are  now  fixed  by  law. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  change  the 
existing  law  of  Minnesota  on  that  point  for 
this  one  election,  when  there  is  no  pretence 
that  any  evil  consequences  have  grown  out  of 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  under  tlie 
present  law.  If  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina could  show  me  that  any  iniurious  conse- 
quences had  grown  out  of  the  law  of  Minn^ 
sota  fixing  the  qualifications  of  voters,  there 
would  be  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  change ; 
but  there  is  no  objection  on  that  score:  no 
consideration  of  that  kind  has  been  urc;ed. 
The  amendment,  therefore,  is  only  to  carry  out 
a  theory  of  the  Senator,  and  not  to  remedy  any 
practical  existing  evil  in  the  territory. 

My  friend  from  North  Carolina  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  the  supposition  that  it  has  been 
the  uniform  practice  in  laws  enabling  terri- 
tories to  become  states,  to  restrict  the  rieht  of 
voting  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  1  have  - 
sent  tor  the  laws,  and  will  present  them  if  it 
be  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  diiciis«do]i». 
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to  show  thai  he  is  entirely  mistaken  in  that 
respect.  The  role  is  rather  the  reverse,  if 
there  be  any  rule  on  the  subject.  The  fact  is, 
that  there  has  been  a  variety  of  laws  on  that 
point.  In  some  territories  where  there  was 
no  contest  about  it,  the  right  was  confined  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  in  others,  all 
the  inhabitants  possessing  certain  qualifica- 
tions were  allowed  to  vote.  In  all  the  N.  W. 
Territory,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin,  aliens,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, were  permitted  to  vote,  not  only  while 
those  states  were  territories,  but  when  they 
became  states;  and  this  provision  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  North-Western  States,  as  has 
been  supposed. 

Mr.  Clat.  It  has  not  been  done  at  the 
South. 

Mr.  Douglas.  My  friend  from  Alabama  is 
mistaken  in  saying  that  it  has  not  been  done 
at  tlic  South.  I  remember  well  that  I  served 
some  years  ago  on  the  committee  of  elections 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  when  there 
was  a  contested  seat  between  Mr.  John  W. 
Jones  and  Mr.  John  M.  Botts ;  and  it  turned 
out  that  Mr.  Jones  had  received  some  eighty- 
nine  votes,  I  think,  of  foreigners  unnaturtuized 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  but 
who  were  legal  voters  according  to  the  laws 
of  Virginia.  'There  certainly  was  a  class  of 
persons  in  Virginia,  who,  under  her  laws, 
were  allowed  to  vote,  although  they  were  not 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
tliev  did  vote  in  that  election  between  Jones 
and  Botts  under  the  law  of  Virginia,  authoriz- 
•iig  them  to  become  voters,  although  they  were 
nut  citizens  of  the  United  Sta,tes  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  was  under 
some  special  law.  The  impression  is  on  my 
mind  nrmlj,  because  I  was  on  the  committee 
that  investigated  this  c^ucstion. 

Mr.  liuNTiR.  Virginia,  as  you  well  know, 
Mr.  President,  has  a  naturalization  act  of  her 
own,  making  citizens  of  Virginia,  or  prescrib- 
ing the  qualifications  (m  which  persons  shall 
be  citizens  of  the  state  of  Virginia;  but  the 
provisions  of  tliat  act  are  quite  as  stringent 
a**  those  of  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  Douglas.  There  is  the  very  point. 
Virginia  preseril)es  who  shall  be  citizens  of 
Virginia,  and  in  Home  eases  has  not  confined 
the  right  of  voting  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  just  what  Michigan  did  when 
she  came  into  tlie  Union  with  a  constitution, 
providing  that  all  citizens  of  tlie  United  States 
should  be  permitted  to  vote,  and  also,  all  other 
persons  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  state  at 
the  time  of  the  a<loption  of  the  constitution. 
By  tliat  constitutitm,  Michigan  made  those 
otiier  inhabitants  who  had  not  been  natu- 
ralized, but  pos8es8e<l  certain  specified  qualifi- 
cations, citizens  of  the  state  of  Michigan, 
although  they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  precisely  what  we  did  in  Illi- 
nois under  the  old  ccmstitution.  We  allowed 
an  unnaturalized  foreigner  who  possessed  cer- 
tain Qualifications  to  vote  in  tnat  state,  al- 
ifaon^li  he  had  not  become  a  citizen  of  the 


United  States ;  in  other  words,  we  made  him 
a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  authorised 
him  to  vote  at  our  elections,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  had  not  complied  with  the  law 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  oitixenship.  That  is 
all  Virginia  has  cu>ne,  and  I  believe  it  is  only 
in  limited  cases. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  wish  to  open  a  debate  on 
this  subject.  I  referred  to  the  Vir^nia  case 
only  for  illustration.  The  simple  questioii 
here  is,  shall  we  authorize  the  present  legal 
voters  of  Minnesota  to  vote  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  form  a  state  constitution  ?  I  hop4 
the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Brown..  I  do  not  know  that  I  qoite 
concur  with  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  on 
the  point  that  yon  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  do  this ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
prepared  to  go  quite  so  far  as  he  goes  on  thai 
question ;  but  on  the  point  of  its  expediency, 
in  every  possible  sense  in  which  the  question 
can  be  presented,  my  mind  is  entirely  free 
from  sAl  doubt.  A  man  who  votes  in  reference 
to  the  organization  of  a  state— who  settles  the 
institutions  of  an  infant  state  just  coming  into 
the  Union,  ^ects  not  only  the  rights  ot  thai 
state,  but  the  rights  of  all  the  other  states ;  he 
adds  a  new  member  to  the  confederacy —he  aids 
in  bringing  two  more  vx>tes  on  this  floor.  If 
he  does  not  think  well  enough  of  the  country 
to  have  shown  his  allegiance  to  its  oonstitu* 
tion  and  to  its  laws,  what  business  has  he,  and 
upon  what  principle  ought  he  to  be  allowed 
to  take  an  active  participation  in  moulding  the 
institutions  of  a  new  member  of  the  confe- 
deracy ?  If  he  desire  to  vote,  let  him  make 
himself  a  citizen,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  laws  passed  in  obedience  to  vour  constitu* 
tion.  If  his  heart  is  in  fatherland---if  he  is 
so  much  devoted  to  the  land  of  his  birth  that 
he  will  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
will  not  take  the  preparatory  steps  to  make 
himself  a  citizen  of  the  country,  I  maintain 
that  he  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  government,  the  making  of  its  laws, 
or  the  shaping  of  the  institutions  of  infant 
states. 

Mr.  Mason.  Under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  as 
they  existed  prior  to  1850,  there  was  a  mode 
by  which  alien  friends  might  become  citizens 
of  the  state  of  Virginia.  It  was  a  part  of  her 
domestic  policy.  It  was  an  old  law,  passed 
in  1792,  tne  purpose  of  which  was  to  invite 
emigration  or  valuable  citizens  either  from 
without  or  within  the  United  States  to  reside 
in  Virginia,  and  certain  privileges  were  given 
to  them.  Under  that  law,  according  to  my 
recollection  (and  I  have  recently  looked  at 
it),  it  was  provided  only  that,  in  addition  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  such  as  the 
state  of  Virginia  in  her  own  good  pleasure 
might  deem  proper  to  consider  as  her  citizens 
under  her  laws,  should  be  entitled  to  certain 
privileges,  but  not  to  all  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zens. It  was  provided,  for  instance,  that  any 
alien  friend,  who  could  give  evidence  of  good 
oharaoter,  migrating  into  Virginia  for  the 
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f  r|Mi«6  of  residinff  Uiere,  and  who  woald 
takm  an  o«tli  of  fiddity  to  the  oommonw^th 
of  Vimni%  should  become  a  citisen  of  Vir- 
ginia ror  certain  porpoeefl ;  bat  until  he  had 
resided  ^ve  years  afVer  that  oath,  he  was  de- 
clared ineligible  to  anj  office,  iudicial,  execu- 
tire,  or  otherwise;  nor  could  he  hold  any 
office  vntil  he  had  given  some  CTidence  of 
permanent  attachment  by  intermarrying  with 
ft  cittsen  of  Virginia  or  a  citisen  of  tne  United 
States,  or  parchasing  a  freehold  estate  of  a 
certain  Talne. 

Thai  was  the  law  of  Virginia ;  and  such 
people  were  entitled  to  vote  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  under  the  laws  of  Virginia ;  a  right 
that  I  hold  pertains  to  every  state,  and  which 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  qualify  or  take  from  them  in  any 
way.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
has  reserved  to  the  government  a  power  to 
declare  nniform  rules  of  naturalization ;  and 
the  only  effect  of  that  is,  when  under  those  laws 
of  naturalisation  an  alien  is  made  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  to  entitle  him  to  what  ?  To 
such  privileees  of  citizenship  as  the  Constitu- 
tion confers,  but  no  further ;  nor  does  it  derogate 
in  the  slightest  degree,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, from  the  right  of  every  state  of  its 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure  to  declare  who 
shall  be  citizens,  and  who  shall  not  be  citi- 
zens, within  its  own  limits,  subject,  of  course, 
and  sobject  only,  to  so  much  power  as  the 
state  may  have  parted  with  to  the  Federal 
Gtivemment. 

Upon  the  particular  provision  now  before 
us,  I  shall  vote  certainly  for  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Csrolina,  because  I  deny  absolutely  that  there 
is  an  V  power,  or  ought  to  be  any  jwwer,  dele- 
^teil  to  any  territory,  or  to  the  people  of 
any  territory,  to  declare  who  shall,  as  citizens 
of  the  territory,  vote  to  erect  themselves  into 
an  independent  state,  and  by  association 
with  the  states  in  the  Union,  to  take  their 
t*hare  in  the  administration  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  partition  in 
the  policy  of  the  United  States.  When  the 
territory  become  a  state  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, she  is  placed  upon  the  footing  of  all  the 
states,  and  nas  all  the  power  that  any  other 
state  had ;  and  then,  if  m  the  pleasure  of  the 
state  she  chooses  to  admit  any  persons  to  citi- 
zenship, or  to  vote,  who  are  neither  natural- 
iied  by  the  laws  of  the  states,  nor  the  laws 
•  »f  the  United  States,  well  and  good ;  it  is  her 
jMjwer  and  her  pleasure. 

Mr.  Biggs,  it  will  be  recollected  that  a 
•ii»«cus8ion  took  pUce  here  during  the  first 
>e!«sion  of  the  present  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Kansas  to 
form  a  state  constitution.  On  that  occasion 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Adams,)  differing  in 
f«rm,  but  in  substance  precisely  the  same 
••haracter  as  this.  That  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  allowed  those 
}»«*rsons  who  were  qualified  voters  by  the  or- 
ganic law  passed  for  the  territories  of  Nebras- 


ka and  Kansas  to  vote  fbr  delegates  to  form  a 
state  constitution ;  and  the  organic  act  autho- 
rized persons  who  had  declared  their  intention 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  resided  in  the  territory  for  twelve  months, 
to  vote.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  moved 
to  strike  out  that  provision,  so  as  to  confine 
the  qualifications  of  electors  for  members  of  the 
convention  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
A  discussion  was  had  on  that  amendment, 
and  by  the  vote  which  I  have  before  me  it 
was  adopted.  That  was  the  Ust  bill  adopted 
by  this  body  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  fifteen. 
The  votes  were : 


Ykas. — Menn.  Adams,  Bftyard,  Bell   of  Tenn.,  B\m, 

idOD, 

l^oftar,  Qeyer,  Hunter,  ] 
lompflon  of  Ky^  Ynlee. 
istgler,  Bright,  Oaas,  Dodge,  D 
Us,  Jone«  of  !».,  Pugh,  Seward,  Stuart,  SlldelJ,  Touoej, 


Brodhead,   Brown,   Cla^,   Clinrton,  Oollamer,  Critiendra, 

Uiorv,  "'         "  ■ "  "" 
Natm.— Blewrs.  Allen,  Btgler,  Bright,  Osas,  Dodge,  Doug- 


Fenaenden,  Fltspatrick,  Foot,  Voster,  Qeyer,  Hunter,  lTer> 
son,  Mallory,  Mason,  Held,  Thompson  of  Ky^  Ynlee. 


Weller,  Wilson,  Wright. 

I  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  now, 
whether  there  was  any  authority  by  the  law 
creating  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, or  authorizing  them  to  form  a  state 
constitution,  to  allow  any  but  ciUzens  of  the 
United  States  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.    Clearly. 

Mr.  BiQGS.    I  do  not  so  understand. 

Mr.  DouoLAS.  The  organic  law  of  Indiana 
territory  was  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  the  or- 
ganic law  of  Illinois  territory  was  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787 ;  and  so  with  all  the  north-, 
western  territories.  The  ordinance  of  1787,., 
which  constituted  the  organic  law  of  those 
territories,  expressly  provided  that  citizens 
of  the  different  states  residing  there  and 
having  a  certain  amount  of  jjroperty  should 
vote ;  and  it  expressly  authorized  unnatural- 
ized persons  to  vote,  as  well  as  naturalize<l 
citizens,  provided  they  owned  property.  If 
my  friena  will  look  into  the  matter  he  will 
find  that  there  is  no  question  that,  under  the 
organic  law  of  those  territories,  unnaturalized 
foreigners  could  and  did  vote  while  they  were 
territories;  and  then  the  acts  authorizing 
those  territories  to  form  constitutions  ana 
state  governments,  provide<l  that  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States  could  vote,  and  also,'  all 
such  other  persons  as  were  qualified  to  vote 
in  the  territories  by  existing  laws,  showing 
clearly  that  there  was  an  express  recognition 
of  the  rights  of  unnaturalizcnl  foreigners  to 
vote  who  were  authorized  to  vote  under  the 
territorial  laws.  That  brings  those  oa'cs  ex- 
actly within  the  limits  of  the  bill  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  ToucEY.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  ri.-o  for 
the  purpose  of  debatin;r  thi:*  question :  but  as  I 
differ  from  some  of  my  friends  on  this  point,  I 
wish  to  state  the  grounfls  of  my  own  action. 

That  clause  in  the  Constitution  <  if  the  United 
States  which  prrscriboM  the  hn\y  of  electors 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  • 
Representatives,  refers  it  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  several  states ;  so  that  every 
state  determines  for  itself  its  own  ?\ftc^iA 
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body.  It  is  a  primarj  act  in  ROTeretf^tj. 
Thii  ^OTemment  hu  do  power  to  interfere 
wiUi  It.  We  cauncit  go  into  anj  eUto  of  thii 
Union,  and  undertake  to  define  who  of  the 
jteople  shall  oonetitute  the  body  of  votera  who 
ihaU  exerciae  political  power,  Yim  maj  natu- 
ralise whom  jon  ploaae ;  but  the  power  of 
the  le^glation  of  Congress  in  enacting  a  nata- 
raliiation  law,  confera  no  ijeht  of  voting  in 
anj  state  of  the  Union.  The  subjects  ar« 
entirely  distinct.  That  right  of  j>rDacribing 
the  electoral  body  belongs  eiclusiTelj  to  the 
people  of  every  state,  in  the  formation  of  its 
organio  law.  Thus  it  is  with  regard  to  the 
election  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  Con- 
gress. The  people  of  every  state  tar  who 
shall  TOte  and  who  shall  not  vote ;  and  if  they 
see  fit,  in  the  exercise  of  their  lorereign  power, 
to  confer  the  right  of  suffrage  on  any  class  of 
men,  we  cannot  interpose.  If  they  confer  it 
on  ^ens  who  have  nut  declared  their  inten- 
tions to  become  oitiicnB.  we  have  no  power  to 
interfere  or  prevent  the  exercise  of  that  sove- 
reign right,  Decause,  by  the  arrangement  of 
powers  under  the  Constitution,  that  sovereign 
power  is  left  to  the  states,  and  it  cannot  in 
any  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  be 
interfered  with  by  Congress.  Suppose  Con- 
gress should  undertake  to  say  that  those  in 
the  sererol  states  who  should  vote  for  electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President  should  con- 
sist of  only  one  class  of  voters — men,  if  you 
please,  pOBsessed  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  11000 — can  any  one  imagine  that  that 
legislation  of  Congress  would  have  any  validi- 
ty 7  No.  sir.  It  would  be  an  encroachment 
OD  the  rights  of  the  several  states  that  would 
not  be  tolerated  or  admitted  under  the  Con- ' 
Bt^tution  of  the  United  St«t«9. 

In  1849,  when  yon  oreoniied  the  territory 
of  Minnesota,  vou  flxea  by  the  ornnic  law 
the  right  of  suffrage,  leaving  it  to  ue  people 
of  the  territory,  in  the  exercise  of  the  legisla- 
tive power  recognised  as  in  their  lej^slature, 
to  fix  the  qualification  of  rotem,  nubject  to  a 
restriction  that  no  alien  should  be  admitted 
to  vote  until  after  he  had  declared  hia  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  organic  law.  You  con- 
ferred on  the  people,  or  recogniied  as  in  the 
people  of  the  territory,  all  proper  legislative 
power  under  the  Constitution,  subject  to  that 
urgania  law.  In  the  exercise  of  that  power 
thus  recognised  as  being  in  them,  upon  which 
they  have  acted — upon  which  they  have  passed 
every  law  that  now  governs  tne  territory, 
fixing  all  the  rights  of  persons  and  property 
in  that  territory,  they  have  settled  for  toem- 
jelves  who  shall  be  lawful  voters,  and  the 
power  has  been  exercised  by  them,  subject  to 
the  Constitotion  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  orgonio  taw.  Now,  then,  this  bill  leaves  , 
the  b(My  of  voters  as  fixed  by  the  organic  Inw, 
ftnd  by  the  territorial  law ;  and  the  proposi- 
tion here  is  to  interfere  wi^  that. 

The  anestion  being  taken  by  yMw  and  nays, 
KMillM— jeM  27,  uyi  24 ;  m  Mow*  : 


t.O»TM, 


with 


dplJ.  ThomiwD  of  Ky-  ind  Tlionu™  at  KaB  JwTmtT.-~tI. 

NAT..--)i,«iri   Allen,  mgu,.  Bright.  Oil  teauttr, 

Ttodll*,  IViailu.  Dnrkaa.  VMHDdon.  VlUb.  rortff.  Eld>s 
JoBoof  !».,  Nonrw,  l^h.  f«w»rd,  Slimrt,  Toimlin  »nmj, 
Trnmliiill,  Witt.,  HiUcr,  Wlimn.  (Ud  Wright— M. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Kfr.  PucQ.     I  do  not  intend  to  prolong  tiw 

discussion ;  but  J  wish  to  correct  the  Seuttor 

from  South  Carolina,  and  several  other  8«m> 

tors,  ill  what  I  think  is  a  very  essential  mifl- 

i  take  of  fact.  He  alleges,  if  I  nnderatand  *!■"■, 
that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  the  aot 

'  authoriitng  a  territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government  has  admitted  alien  auf* 
frage.  Sir,  I  can  find  but  two  examples  to 
the  contrary  in  the  whole  history  of  all  tha 
states  that  Jiavo  been  admitted;  and  thoM 
two  ore  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  So  &r  as  I 
have  been  able  to  examine  the  statutes,  ever 
other  state,  without  exception 

Mr.  BuTLsa.  Bid  Alabama  oome  in  in  thai 
way? 

Mr.PcGH.  Yes,  sir, with  alien  suAwe;  and 
I  will  show  it  to  the  Senator.  The  wajnanec 
of  17H7  expressly  allowed  it.  It  required  » 
property  qualification  both  for  cititens  and 
aliens.  After  requiring  thet  citiiens  should 
have  resided  a  certain  period  of  time,  it  went 
on  to  say  that  other  persons  havine  a  eertun 
residence,  and  certain  property  qualificationo, 
should  bo  allowed  to  vote  for  members  of  th4 
Territorial  Legislature.  That  was  the  ordi< 
nance  of  1787.  Under  it,  the  law  anthoriiing 
Ohio  to  bo  admitted,  provided  that  the  quah- 
fication  of  suffrage  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  contention  should  bo  the  same 
Bs  fur  members  of  the  Territorial  LegislatuTC. 
So  in  ludinoa ;  so  in  Illinois.  The  ordinanct 
uf  1787|  except  the  anti-slavery  clause,  was 
extended  over  Tenncsnee,  and  Tennessee  came 

Mr.  Bill,  of  Tenn.    Will  the  honorabl* 

Senator  allow  me  to  ask  him  whether,  in  1787, 
there  vrns  any  question  about  aliens  f  Were 
□ot  all  inhabitiuita  then  regarded  as  citizens  1 

Sir.  I'uCH.     I  do  not  know  whether  then 
it  was  allowed. 
The  question  wa«  not 
mode,  I  think,  until  the  case  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Butler.    Kever. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tenn.  The  honorable  Sena, 
tor  from  Michigan  perhaps  can  correct  me, 
but  I  think  I  recollect  many  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  question  came  ni 
then.  It  was  under  the  very  infiuencea  1 
illuded  to  on  Saturday.  It  was  a  contest  b» 
tween  parties  for  ascendency,  and  so  it  wai 
tt^crwaj^s  in  Illinois  so  lone  as  alien  suSi'agt 
prevailed  there.  It  was  allowed  in  order  tc 
^ive  the  Democratic  party  the  oscondency. 
Never  before  was  any  question  made,  that  1 
know  of,  or  recollect. 

Mr.  PvcH.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  thai 
the  question  was  not  made ;  and  vihat  I  oU 
jeot  to  is  tha  making  of  it  now. 
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Mr.  Bbu.,  of  Tenn.  In  1787  all  were  re- 
gv^i^  ■■  ettiienB,  and  ao  thoj  were  until  we 
iM^e  tlM  eoiutitntioa,  and  pnscribed  a  uui- 
lurm  rule  of  natnialiiatiou. 

Mr.  PiTOB.  Let  lu  see  what  the  ordinance 
of  17^  Mji : 

■■  rrT.»M«d.  Tb«t  at  liw  tn  tllgiW*  < 


If  that  ia  not  alien  iuffrace,  I  confcM  mj- 
mU"  unable  to  underatand  the  English  lan- 
enaga.  He  maj  be  a  cititen  of  the  United 
State*  or  not;  and  in  either  case  the  pro- 
pettj  quitliScatioa  is  superadded  and  a  cer- 
tain reaideuea  roquired — lona  reaidouce  for  a 
citixen  than  an  auen.  That  ia  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  which  I  saj  was  extended  over  Ten- 
neaaee  wbile  she  waa  a  territory ;  and  wh«a 
she  funned  her  couBtttution,  and  apjiliod  for 
ttdtoiaMon,  it  wta  formed  b^  the  qiia)iSe<^ 
electon  mentioiied  in  that  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bill,  of  Tenii.  I  oslc  the  honorable 
Senator  again,  if,  up  to  the  Ume  when  the 
unifum  rule  of  naturaliintion  was  passed  bj 
Con^rras  undar  the  constitution,  aHens  were 
adtoittctl  or  not  at  pleasure  T 

Mr.  Pcan.  There  was  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturaliiation  at  the  time  the  act  constituting 
the  territorial  gorernmcnt  of  TenneHsee  waa 
passed.     There  was  an  express  distinction. 

Mr,  BEL^  of  Tenn.  There  was  no  notice 
taken  of  it.  It  was  a  mere  eztenftion  of  the 
pruvisiuns  of  the  ordinance,  with  nothing  ei- 


there  was  no  question  about  ii 
purpiMn  to  ibow  that  the  question  has  been 
nu«e'I  of  late  jcars.  Tennessee  came  in  with 
it.  The  same  ordinance  of  1787,  with  the 
exception  of  the  anti-slaverj  clause,  was  ex- 
tended over  Louisiana,  and  she  came  in  with 
it.  It  was  extended  over  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  and  thev  came  in  with  IL  It  was 
extended  over  Arkansas  and  Missouri ;  and 
the  famoat  Missouri  compromise  of  1S20  ex- 

C'eMlr  admits  alien  suffrage.  I  hate  it  here, 
ere  »  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1S20, 
to  authoriie  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitotion  and  state  government : 

wbo  vfaHll  hKV«  4TTlf«iJ  %i  the  mt  of  twpnlj^rw  jhth.  anij 
luvr  n*Mvi|  Id  nU  trrrltorf  tlin«  montfai  prvtlon*  lo  tba 
4a7cfvlHtkia,kiida]LAIIiar|wriCH»qa4UaM  to  tdI«  fi^  rop- 
mntailm  in  U»  0«D«nI  AHrmblr,  (tull  bi  qultfled  10  ta 
■IvtftvLiDd  tbaj  ftn  b«nby  qaMllOBd  mnd  ■dtliorltcij   to 

fkU  b*  tpparUoovd  UKni;  ttw  leVBn]  eoiuitk*  u  fuJkm." 
Who  are  authorized  tOTOteT  AU  persons 
mho,  under  the  ordinance  of  17S7,  could  vote. 
That  was  the  only  territorial  law  you  had. 
Toor  whole  territorial  legislation  was  in  ap- 
pijuig  the  general  pnncipios  of  the  ordi- 
■MUM  «f  1787,  excepting  the  anti-slaTerv 
(lanie,  to  all  except  ceotain  territories.    It 


was  applied  with  the  anti-elaver;  clause  to 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan.    It  was  applied, 

excepting  the  anti-slavery  clause,  to  eveij 
other  territory  jou  had,  down,  I  believe,  to 
the  case  of  tUofida ;  aud  I  do  nut  know  but 
that  it  was  extended  to  Florida.  Therefore, 
when  Senators  tav,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  sai<l,  tliat  here  is  a  propoeitioD 
different  from  anything  we  have  heard  of 
before,  I  say  that,  until  the  year  184C,  when 
the  proviso  was  inserted  in  the  Iowa  and  Wis- 
consin bills,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a 
case  in  which  such  a  pn>hiLition  as  that  was 
put  upon  a  new  state.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
say  on  that  point 

Now,  one  word  to  my  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Adams.]  lie  refers  to  the  vote 
taken  la  the  innate  at  the  lost  session  on  the 
Kansas  pacification  bill,  and  says  that  the 
Senate,  by  its  vote,  struck  out  the  permission 
to  aliens  to  vote  in  Kansas.  I  voted  against 
that ;  but  I  think  the  Senator  will  recollect 
the  argument  whi I' h  he  himself  stated.  What 
was  it?  In  the  Kansas-Xcbraska  bill  we  au- 
thorized aliens  to  vote  at  the  first  election  ; 
but  thereafter  they  were  to  vote  or  not  as  the 
territorial  legislature  provided.  The  first  terri- 
torial legiBhiture,  which  is  said  to  have  repre- 
seiited  the  pro-slavery  party,  voted  the  ahens 
out.  That  was  the  action  of  that  branch  of 
the  people.  The  Tupeka  constitution,  which 
was  said  to  represent  the  free-state  bmoch  of 
the  people,  vute<l  them  out,  too,  so  that  it  was 
said  to  be  tlie  unanimous  vote  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  on  both  sides,  that  aliens  should 
not  vote;  and,  therefore,  although  I  voted 
againBt  striking  it  out  in  the  Kansas  pacifica- 
tion bill,  I  did  nut  think  it  of  much  import- 
Mr.  AoiHS.  It  is  the  vote  of  sensibla  men 
evervwhere,  in  all  countries. 

ifr.  Puou.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is.  The 
Senator  mav  think  so.  In  the  state  I  repre- 
sent, undoubtedly  in  the  territorial  organita- 
tion  aliens  were  entitled  to  vote  under  the 
ordinance  of  17tJ7  ;  and  the  first  constitution 
of  the  state,  by  its  proper  language,  would 
have  eximittcd  them,  though,  in  practice,  they 
did  not  vote  to  any  great  extent.  By-and-by 
the  legislature  passed  on  election  act,  and  ex- 
cluded them.  The  present  eiDStitutiim  ex- 
cludes them.  It  is  not  a  question  in  which  I 
have  any  interest,  because  there  has  never 
been  actually  alien  suffrage  in  my  state  since 
it  hos  been  a  state. 

Ilero  is  the  point :  Tou  passed,  in  IS-IO,  a 
law  organizing  a  territorial  government  in 
Minnesota,  and  followed  nine-tenths  of  the 
precedents,  overruling  the  exceptional  I'asea 
of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin ;  and  vou  said  to 
everybody:  "Go  there  and  settle,  and  you 
may  be  a  citiien  of  the  territory."  Tney 
have  ?ona  over,  lived  peaceably,  and  elected 
a  local  legislature.  You  have  hod  no  disturb- 
ance or  trouble  there.  You  have  not  had  lu 
?roclaim  martial  law,  as  in  other  territories. 
ou  have  never  had  any  disturbance.  Still, 
on  an  abetroct  propotitton,  yon  pro^OM  to 
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condemn  these  gentlemon  in  the  lump.  My  tinctl;^  that  thej  intended  to  ezolvde  aliend. 
friend  from  Mississippi  said  they  were  pau-  Thin  i»  the  act  admitting  Alabama^  and  it  is 
pers  and  criminals ;  and  I  belieye  his  col-  the  same  in  ^the  other  cases.  Thej  never 
league  TMr.  Brown],  the  other  day,  said  they  thought  in  that  day  of  allowing  a  eommon- 
were  led  up  in  a  body  to  vote.  I  do  not  find  wealth  to  come  into  the  eonfederacy  under 
it  so  in  my  neighborhood.  I  find  they  are  the  auspices  of  alienaf^e.  I  am  opposed  to 
about  as  much  divided  in  their  votes  and  the  whole  of  the  doctrine  which  would  pro- 
opinions  as  native-bom  citisens.  scribe  the  foreigner ;  I  am  his  friend ;  and  I 

Mr.  Adams.    My  remark  was  not  a  general  say  to  the  foreij^er  who  eomee  here  with  a 

one.    I  said  paupers  and  criminals  came  here,  view  to  adopt  this  as  his  country,  ^  Be  jealous 

and  Congress  refused  to  pass  any  law  to  pro-  of  the  right  which  you  have  to  come  here ;  do 

hibit  them.    I  did  not  say  the  respectable  por-  not  let  every  one  come  to  compete  with  you." 

tion  of  them  were  so,  but  I  said  paupers  and  The  foreigners  that  came  here  twentv  and 

criminals  came  here.  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  came  from  choice ; 

Mr.  PuoH.    The  criminals  will  never  find  they  came  here  on  principle,  understanding 

their  way  to  your  territories.   They  will  never  that  they  were  to  abide  by  the  institutions 

go  there  to  settle.    It  is  peaceable  men  who  and  comply  with  the  laws  of  this  country, 

p)  there.    The  criminal  mfests  your  cities.  They  did  not  come  here  as  upstarts  to  take 

There  is  no  danger  of  his  voting  under  this  their  place  upon  the  political  chess-board  be- 

t>ill.    As  to  a  pauper,  if  gentlemen  mean  by  fore  they  were  invited.   When  my  friend  frrm 

that  term  a  man  wno  has  no  great  amount  of  Ohio  undertakes  to  say  that  these  states  were 

property,  instead  of  considering  him  an  injury  admitted  by  foreigners,  I  say  it  is  not  so— I 

to  the  country,  I  consider  him  a  groat  benefit,  speak  of  the  act  admitting  Alabama,  now. 

and  hope  they  will  all  come.  Mr.  Puoh.    I  use  that  very  act  to  prove 

Mr.  Stuart.    We  are  pretty  near  the  end  jirhat  I  said.    The  gentleman  has  only  to  read 

of  this  day,  and  pretty  near  the  end  of  this  it  to  the  Senate  to  show  that  I  am  right. 

session,  and  therefore,  I  simply  ask  the  Senate  Mr.  Butlxr.    I  have  read  it ;  and  I  ven- 

to  proceed  to  a  vote.   It  seems  to  me  we  ought  ture  to  say  there  are  no  two  men  in  the  Senate, 

to  proceed  to  take  a  vote  on  the  question.  when  you  get  them  in  a  comer,  who  will  deny 

Mr.  Butler.    I  am  not  to  be  called  to  vote  mv  construction.    I  have  no  doubt  that  here, 

suddenly  on  a  matter  of  this  kind  when  other  wnen  you  have  a  big  crowd  with  you,  you  will 

[icople  introduce  it ;  and  if  gentlemen  have  a  be  sustained ;  but  take  them  by  themselves, 

uiind  to  introduce  this  measure  again  ik  is  not  and  ask  them  to  tell  the  truth,  and  every  one 

my  fault.    The  time  of  the  Senate  would  have  will  agree  with  me. 

acfmonished  me  not  to  have  it  taken  up ;  but  — 

K^  they  have  taken  it  up,  the  Senator  from  Feb.  25,  1S57,  Mr.  Green  moved  to  recon- 

Michigan  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  I  will  sider  the  above  vote, 

not  probe  it  to  the  bottom.  Mr.  Biggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 

I  say  my  friend  from  Ohio  is  in  error ;  and  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken,  re- 

when  Senators  undertake  to  force  me  on  a  suited — ^yeas  31,  nays  21 ;  as  follows : 

matter  so  deeply  affecting  us,  I  shall  vote  yea«.— Meww.  Jiu^,  b«1]  of  N.  n.,  Bigkr,  Bripfa,  «r««, 

jurainst  tho  admission  of  Minnesota  if  they  Cou»mfT,Dnd(/e.Dnyf^as.i>arkf,  FenendM,  Fitck,  fbot, 

retuse  to  put  m  this  amendment.    I  intend  to  ^oum^,  /%a,  sdnnHan.  Si'wani,  Shunt,  i>Mmb*,  Tmuxy, 

put  myself  right  before  the  country  in  rela-  Trumbull.  Wnde,  wv/irr,  wiison.  md  rub*— si. 

tion  to  what  1  .aid  for  I  do  not  tike,  as  a  »^'^7S«^"?S,*"^^„i!Sr5i:i^'1f^^ 

lawver,  to  say  anything  that  is  not  maintain-  paMOc,  Gtytr,  Hoiwroit.  Nunttr,  mum,  /v««,  /?•«,  Jtutk, 

able  by  the  statute.    The  act  in  regard  U)  &«wi,aii(iTB0MMo»,ofK7.-2i. 

Ahibama  provides :  Democrats  in  italic,  Republicans  in  roman, 

^  And  be  tt  ftirthcr  enacted,  That  aU  irhita  male  dtlaena  Americans  in  small  caps. 

of  the  tnited  State."-  g^  ^^^  ^^^^  adopting  the  first  amendment 

that  excludes  women—  ^^  reconsidered. 

•»  who  nhnll  bare  arrired  »t  the  age  of  twentyKme  yewra"—  The    presiding    olficer,    [Mr.   Foot    in    the 

that  excludes  minors —  ehair.]   The  question  is  upon  the  amendment 

''and  hare  mridvd  in  the  aaid  territory  three  montha  pre-  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 

Tioufl  to  the  day  of  election — "  BicCfiTS.) 

that  excludes  all  who  did  not  go  there  and  Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 

were  not  there  within  three  monUis —  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and  oeing  taken,  re- 

'•  and  nil  persona  harln^  In  other  reapeeta  the  legal  qnalifl-  Suited — ^yeas  24,  nays  32  ;  aS  follows : 

rations  to  vote  ft>r  members  of  the  General  Awembly  of  the  YEAS.-Mea«ra.  Adams,  Bxyard,  Box  of  Tenn.,  Benjamin, 

aakl  territory,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authoriaed."  ^^^  Brodhead,  Brtrmi,  BtMrr,  Cfay,  CurrrraDFW.  FiFh, 

What  persons  are  excluded?    Indians,  ne-  il^^'^^i**' <*5*!:i^j^'TS^ 

proes,  and  aliens.    If  it  meant  anything,  it  Ky.— 24.^^ 

intended   to  give   the   power  to  vote   only  to  Nats.— Meaara.  JIftn,  Bell  of  V.  H.,  Bfffkr,  BHpht.  ai*t, 

tho«fl  who  hari  thA  rio-hf  tn  votA       I  flnnnoRA  it  <>>"»«»«•,  Xtorf^,  DtrnffhtM,  Ihirfcee,  Fe«<M>nd«a,  FUck,  Fool, 

inose  wno  naa  tne  rigm  lO  VOie.      l  suppose  ll  ^^^^^  ^^^^  „^|p  Harlan,  Jama,  Joh»$m^  Jana  cf  I.K, 

was   intended   to   give  it  to  all  white  persons  MaHmy.  Nonrm,  Pugh,  AA^ulf^,  Reward.  Sft^mi.  7hm»fm, 

who  had  been  there  longer  than  three  months,  »>»«»y'  Trumbull.  Wade,  wwter,  wiiaon,  and  iw«.-3a. 

and  the  fact  that  it  enumerated  white  male  Democrats  in  italic.  Republicans  in  rommn, 

eitizena  twenty-one  years  of  age,  showed  dis-  Americans  in  small  oaps. 
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The  following  speech  of  the  Hon.  John  G. 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  was  delivered  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  April  2, 1836, 
on  the  motion  of  Senator  Porter,  of  Louisiana, 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  establish  the  Northern 
bonndaiy  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union. 

The  speech  will  be  found  in  yol.  2d  of  the 
Works  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  page  496  to  559. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said : 

I  regret  that  my  colleague  has  thought  pro- 
per to  raise  the  question,  whether  a  state  nas 
a  ri^t  to  make  an  alien  a  citisen  of  the  state. 
The  question  is  one  of  great  ma^itude— pre- 
sented for  the  first  time,  and  claiming  a  more 
full  and  deliberate  consideration  than  can  be 
bestowed  on  it  now.  It  is  not  necessarily  in- 
▼oWed  in  the  present  question.  The  point 
now  at  issue  is,  not  whether  a  state  or  terri- 
tory has  a  rieht  to  make  an  alien  a  citizen, 
but  whether  (ingress  has  a  right  to  prescribe 
the  qualifications  of  the  TOters  for  members 
of  the  oonyention  to  form  a  constitution,  pre- 
paratory to  the  admission  of  a  territory  mto 
the  Union.  I  presume  that  even  my  colleague 
will  not  deny  that  Congress  has  the  right. 
The  Constitution  confers  on  Congress  the 
power  to  gOTcm  the  territories,  and,  of  course, 
to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  Toters  within 
them — ^without  any  restriction — ^unless,  in- 
deed, such  as  the  ordinance  and  Constitution 
may  enforce — a  power  that  expires  only  when 
a  territory  becomes  a  state. 

The  practice  of  the  government  has  been  in 
conformity  with  these  views ;  and  there  is  not 
an  instance  of  the  admission  of  a  territory 
into  the  Union,  in  which  Congress  has  not 
prescribed  the  qualifications  of  the  voters  for 
members  of  the  state,  on  its  admission.  The 
power  which  Congress  has  thus  invai*iably 
exercised,  we  claim  to  exercise  on  the  present 
occasion,  by  prescribing  who  shall  oe  the 
voters  to  form  the  constitution  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Michigan,  when  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Michigan  is  not  yet  a  state.  Her 
constitution  is  not  yet  formed.  It  is,  at  best, 
but  in  an  incipient  state,  which  can  only  be 
consummated  by  complying  with  the  consti- 
tution which  we  may  prescribe  for  her  admis- 
sion. A  convention  is  to  be  called,  under 
this  bill,  to  agree  to  these  conditions.  On 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wright),  a  provision  was  introduced  into  the 
bill,  giving  the  right  to  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory at  large — ^without  limitation  or  restric- 
tion, as  to  age,  sex,  color,  or  citizenship— to 
vote  for  the  members  of  the  convention.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay),  while  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
was  pendinj|,  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  people,  and  inserting 
free  white  citizens  of  twenty-one  years  of  ase, 
thus  restricting  the  voters  to  tlie  free  white 
tfitizens  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
with  what  has  been  usual  on  such  occasions, 
that  Congress  had  the  unques- 


tionable right  to  prescribe  the  qualificationii 
of  voters,  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  that  the  exercise  of  such  ri^ht 
does  not  involve,  in  any  degree,  the  question 
whether  a  state  has  a  right  to  confer  on  an 
alien  the  rights  of  citizenship,  I  must  repeat 
the  expression  of  my  regret,  that  my  colleague 
has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  raise  a  question  so 
novel  and  important,  when  we  have  so  little 
leisure  for  bestowine  on  it  the  attention  which 
it  deserves.  But,  since  he  considers  its  deci- 
sion as  necessarily  involved  in  the  question 
before  us,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  the 
reasons  why  I  cannot  concur  with  him  in 
opinion. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  follow  my  col- 
league and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in 
their  attempt  to  define  or  describe  a  citizen. 
Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  the  definition, 
or  even  description,  of  so  complex  an  idea; 
and  hence  all  arguments  resting  on  one  defi- 
nition, in  such  cases,  almost  necessarily  lead 
to  uncertainty  and  doubt.   But  though  we  may 
not  be  able  to  say,  with  precision,  what  a  citi- 
zen is,  we  may  say  with  the  utmost  certainty, 
what  he  is  not.    He  is  not  an  alien.    Alien    . 
and  citizen  are  corrdative  terms,  and  stand    ; 
in  contradistinction  to  each  other.    They,  of    | 
course,  cannot  coexist.    They  are,  in  fact,  so    { 
opposite  in  their  nature,  that  we  conceive  of    , 
the  one  but  in  contradistinction  to  the  other.   ! 
Thus  far  all  must  be  agreed.    My  next  step 
is  not  less  certain. 

The  Constitution  confers  on  Congress  the 
authority  to  pass  uniform  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion. ^Hiis  will  not  be  questioned ;  nor  will 
it  be,  that  the  effect  of  naturalizatioo  is  to  re- 
move alienage.  I  am  not  certain  that  the 
word  is  a  legitimate  one. 

(Mr.  Preston  said,  in  a  low  tone,  it  was,)  ^ 

My  colleague  says  it  is.  His  authority  is 
high  on  such  questions,  and  with  it,  I  feel  my- 
self at  liberty  to  use  the  word.  To  remove 
alienage  is  simply  to  put  the  forei^er  in  the 
condition  of  a  native-]x)m.  To  this  extent  the 
act  of  naturalization  goes,  and  no  further. 

The  next  position  I  assume  is  no  less  cer- 
tain: that  when  Congress  has  exercised  its 
authority,  by  passing  a  uniform  law  of  natu- 
ralization (as  it  has),  it  excludes  the  right  of  i 
exercising  a  similar  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  state.  To  suppose  that  the  states  could 
pass  naturalization  acts  of  their  own,  after 
Congress  had  passed  an  uniform  law  of  natu- 
ralization, would  be  to  make  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  nugatory.  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  dwell  on  this  point,  as  I  under- 
stood my  colleague  as  acquiescing  in  its  cor- 
rectness. 

I  am  now  prepared  to  decide  the  question 
which  my  colleague  has  raised.  I  have  shown 
that  a  citizen  is  not  an  alien,  and  that  alien- 
age is  an  inseparable  barrier,  till  removed,  to 
citizenship ;  and  that  it  can  only  be  removed 
by  complying  with  the  act  of  Congress.  It 
follows,  of  course,  that  a  state  cannot,  of  its 
own  authority,  make  an  alien  a  citizen  with- 
out Buch  compliance.    To  suppose  it  can,  in- 
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ToWeci,  in  my  opinion,  a  confusion  of  idean, 
which  must  lead  to  innumerable  absurdities 
and  contradictions.    I  propose  to  notice  but  a 
few.    In  fact,  the  discussion  has  come  on  so 
unexpectedly,  and  has  been  urged  on  so  pre- 
cipitately, tnrough  the  force  of  pirty  disci- 
plme,  that  little  leisure  has  been  afforded  to 
trace  to  their  consequence  the  many  novel  and 
dangerous  principles  involved  in  the  bill.    I, 
in  particular,  have  not  had  due  time  for  re- 
flection, which  I  exceedingly  regret.    Atten- 
dance on  the  sick-bod  of  a  friend  drew  off  my 
attention  till  yesterday,  when,  for  the  first 
time,  I  turned  my  thoughts  on  its  provisions. 
The  numerous  objections  which  it  presented, 
and  the  many  and   important  ameudmeuts 
which  were  moved  to  correct  them,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, until  a  late  hour  of  the  ni^lit,  allowed 
but  little  tim^for  reflection.    Scemg  that  the 
majority  had  pre^lotermined  to  pass  the  bill, 
with  all  its  faults,  1  retired,  when  1  found  uiy 
presence  could  no  longer  bo  of  any  service, 
and  remained  ignorant  that  the  Senate  liad 
rescinded  the  order  to  adjourn  over  till  Mon- 
day, until  a  short, time  before  its  meeting  this 
morning ;  so  that  I  came  here  wholly  unpre- 
pared to  discuss  this  and  tiic  other  impurtant 
questions  involved  in  the  bill.     Under  such 
circumstances,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that, 
in  pointing  out  the  few  instances  of  what  Q.\y- 
pear  to  me   the  absurdities  and  contradic- 
tions necessarily  resulting  from  the  principle 
against  which  I  contend,  there  are  not  many 
outers  equally  striking.    I  but  suggest  those 
which  first  occurred  to  me. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  may 
be  as  to  what  other  rights  appertain  to  a  citi- 
sen,  all  must  at  least  agree  that  he  has  tlie 
right  to  petition,  and  also  to  claim  the  protec- 
tion of  Ids  government.  These  belong  to  him 
as  a  member  of  the  body  politic,  and  the  pos- 
session of  them  is  what*  separates  oitizens  of 
the  lowest  condition  from  aliens  and  slaves. 
To  suppose  that  a  state  can  make  an  alien  a 
citizen  of  the  state— or,  to  present  the  ques- 
tion more  specially,  can  confer  on  him  the  right 
of  voting — would' involve  the  abnurdity  of  giv- 
ing him  a  <lirect  and  immediate  control  over  the 
action  of  the  general  government,  from  which 
he  has  no  right  to  claim  the  protection,  and  to 
which  he  has  r.r,  right  to  present  a  petition. 
That  the  full  force  of  the  absurdity  may  be  felt, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  department 
of  the  general  government  is  either  directly 
or  indirectly  under  the  control  of  the  voters 
in  tlie  several  states.  The  Constitution  wisely 
provides  that  the  voters  fi>r  the  most  nume- 
rous branch  of  the  legislature  in  the  several 
states,  shall  vtite  for  tlie  members  of  the  House 
of  Koprcsentatives — and,  as  the  members  of 
this  body  are  chosen  by  tlie  legislatures  of 
the  states,  and  the  Presidential  electors  cither 
by  the  legislatures  or  voters  in  the  several 
states,  it  follows,  as  I  have  stated,  that  the 
action  of  the  general  government  is  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  under  the  control  of  Uie 
voters  in  the  several  states.  Now,  admit  that 
/  3  BtBte  may  confer  the  right  of  voting  on  all 
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aliens,  and  it  will  follow,  as  a  necessary  ooiwe*, 
quence,  that  we  might  have  among  our  con- 
stituents persons  who  have  not  the  right  tc  - 
claim  tlie  protection  of  the  government^  or  to 
present  a  petition  to  it.  1  would  ask  my  coI« 
league  if  ne  would  willingly  bear  the  relation 
of  representative  to  those  who  could  not  claim 
his  aid,  as  Senator,  to  protect  them  fnim  op* 
pression,  or  to  present  a  i)etitIon  through  him 
to  the  Senate,  praying  for  a  redress  ot  griev- 
ance ?  And  yet  such  might  be  his  condition 
on  the  prini:i[>le  for  which  he  contends. 

But  a  stiU  greater  difficulty  remains.  Sup- 
pose a  war  should  bo  declared  between  the 
United  States  and  the  country  to  which  the 
alien  belongs— suppose,  for  instance,  that  Souib 
Cariilina  should  confer  the  right  to  vote  ou 
alien  subjects  of  Great  Britain  residing  within 
her  limits,  and  that  war  should  be  declared 
betT\eon  the  two  countries ;  what^,  in  such 
event,  w<mld  be  the  condition  of  that  ^tortion 
of  our  voters  ?  They,  as  alien  enemies,  would 
be  liable  to  be  seized  under  the  laws  cf  Con- 
gress, and  to  have  their  goods  confiscated,  and 
themselves  imprisoned,  or  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try. The  principle  that  leads  to  such  conse- 
((uences  cannot  be  true  ;  and  I  venture  noth- 
ing in  asserting  that  Carolina,  at  least,  will 
never  give  it  her  Sanction.  She  never  will 
assent  to  incorporate,  as  members  of  her  body 
politic,  those  wlio  might  be  placed  in  so  de- 
graded a  con<lition,  and  so  completely  under 
the  control  of  the  general  government.  But 
let  us  pass  .from  these  (as  it  appears  to  me 
conclusive)  views,  and  inquire  what  were  the 
objects  of  the  Constitution  in  conferring  on 
Congress  the  authority  of  passing  unilonn 
laws  of  naturalizatioii--4'r(>m  which,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  arguments  not  less  conclusive  may 
be  drawn  in  support  of  the  position  for  whicn 
I  contend. 

In  conferring  this  power  the  franiers  of  the 
Constitution  must  have  had  two  objects  in 
view:  One  to  prevent  competition  between  the 
states  in  holding  out  inducements  for  the  emi 
grutiim  of  foreigners,  and  the  other  to  prevent 
their  improper  influence  over  the  general  gov- 
ernment, through  such  states  ivs  might  natu- 
ralize foreigncrt),  and  could  confer  on  them 
the  right  of  exercising  an  elective  franchise, 
l>eforo  they  could  be  sufficiently  informed  of 
the  nature  of  our  institutions,  or  were  inter- 
ested in  their  preservation.  Both  of  these 
objects  would  be  defeated,  if  the  states  may 
confer  on  aliens  the  right  of  v(»tiug  and  the 
other  ]»rivileges  belonging  to  citizens.  On  that 
Kuppositiim,  it  would  1)0  almost  impossible  to 
conceive  what  goo^l  could  be  obtained  or  evil 
prevented  by  conferring  the  power  on  Con- 
gress. The  power  wouLl  be  perfectly  nuga- 
tory. A  state  might  hold  out  every  improper 
inducement  to  emigration  as  freely  as  if  the 
power  did  not  exist ;  and  might  confer  on  the 
alien  all  the  political  rights  and  privileges  be- 
longing to  a  native-born  citizen  ;  not  onljr  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  state,  but  to  an  im- 
proper control  of  the  government  of  the  Union. 

1^  illustrate  what  I  have  said^-suppode  tht 
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iommant  pirlj  in  New  York,  finding  politi- 
<ml  power  aboat  to  depart  from  tbem,  should, 
to  maintain  their  ascendancy,  extend  the  right 
of  Bofinge  to  the  thousands  of  aliens  of  eyerr 
langoage  and  from  every  portion  of  the  world, 
that  annually  ^ur  into  her  great  emporium- 
how  deeply  might  the  destiny  of  the  whole 
Union  be  aflected  by  such  a  measure  I  It  might 
in  &ct»  place  the  control  oyer  the  general  gov- 
ernment in  the  hands  of  those  who  know 
nothing  of  our  institutions  and  are  indifferent 
as  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  New  York 
giree  about  one-sixth  of  the  electoral  votes  in 
the  ehoioe  of  President  and  Vice  President ; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  her  political  institu- 
tiona  keep  the  state  nearly  equally  divided  into 
two  great  political  parties.  The  addition  of 
a  few  thousand  votes  cither  way  might  turn 
the  ecale,  and  the  electors  mi^ht,  in  fact,  owe 
their  election,  on  the  supposition,  to  the  votes 
of  unnaturalized  foreigners.  The  Presiden- 
tial election  might  depend  on  the  electoral  vote 
of  the  state,  and  a  President  be  chosen  in 
reality  by  them  ;  that  is,  they  might  give  us 
a  king,  ror,  under  the  usurpations  of  mo  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  the  President  is  in  fact 
a  king.  I  ask  my  colleague  if  we  ought  wil- 
lingly to  y  ield  our  assent  to  a  principle  that 
would  lead  to  such  results,  and  if  there  be  any 
danger  on  the  side  for  which  I  contend,  com- 
imrable  to  those  which  I  have  stated?  I  know 
now  sincere  he  is  in  the  truth  of  the  position 
for  which  ho  contends,  and  that  his  opinion 
was  founded  anterior  to  this  discussion.  We 
have  rarely  differed  in  our  views  on  the  ques- 
tions which  have  come  before  the  Senate  ;  and 
I  deeply  regret,  as  I  am  sure  he  does,  that  we 
should  differ  on  this  highly  important  sub- 
ject. »  «  « 

My  colleague  cites  the  example  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  was  admitted  into  the  Union  with- 
out requiring  the  inhabitants,  at  the  time,  to 
conform  to  the  act  of  naturalization.  I  must 
think  the  instance  is  not  in  point.  That  was 
the  ease  of  the  incorporation  of  a  foreign  com- 
munity, which  had  been  acquired  by  treaty,  as 
a  member  of  our  confederacy.  At  the  time  of 
the  acquisition  they  were  subjects  of  France, 
and  owed  allegiance  to  that  government.  The 
treaty  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  di£Sculty  of  incorporating 
Louisiana  into  the  Union  arose,  not  under  the 
act  of  naturalization,  but  the  right  of  acqui- 
ring foreign  possessions  by  purchase,  and  the 
ri^t  of  incorporating  such  possessions  into 
the  Union.  These  were  felt,  at  the  time,  to 
be  questions  of  great  difficulty.  Mr.  Jefferson 
himself,  under  whose  administration  the  pur- 
chase was  made,  doubted  the  right,  and  sug- 
gested the  necessity  of  an  alteration  of  the 
Constitution  to  meet  the  case ;  and  if  the  ex- 
ample of  the  admission  is  now  to  bo  used  to 
establish  the  principle  that  a  state  may  confer 
citizenship  on  an  alien,  we  may  all  live  to  re- 
gret that  the  Constitution  was  not  amended 
according  to  the  suggestion. 

My  colleague  insists  that  to  deny  the  right 
for  which  he  contends,  would  be  to  confer  on 


Congress  the  right  of  nrescribing  who  should 
or  should  not  1^  entitled  to  vote  in  the  state, 
and  exercise  the  other  privileges  belonging  to 
citizens ;  and  portrayed  in  strong  language 
tlie  danger  to  toe  rights  of  states  from  such 
authority.  If  his  views  are  correct  in  this 
respect,  the  danger  would  indeed  be  imminent^ 
but  I  cannot  concur  in  their  correctness.  Un- 
der the  view  which  I  have  taken,  the  authority 
of  Congress  is  limited  to  the  simple  point  of 

fassing  uniform  laws  of  naturalization,  or,  aa 
have  shown,  simply  to  remove  alienage.  To 
this  extent  it  may  clearly  go  under  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  it  is  no  less  clear  that  it  cannot 
po  an  inch  beyond  without  palpably  transcend- 
ing its  powers,  and  violating  the  Constitution. 
Every  other  privilege,  except  those  which  ne- 
cessarily flow  from  the  removal  of  alienage, 
must  be  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and  me 
authority  of  the  state.  My  remarks  are,  of 
course,  confined  to  the  states ;  for  within  the 
territories  the  authority  of  Congress  is  as  com- 
plete in  this  respect  as  that  of  the  states  within 
their  respective  limits,  with  the  exception  of 
such  limitations  as  the  ordinance  to  which  I 
have  referred  may  impose. 

But  to  pass  to  the  question  immediately  be- 
fore us.  This,  as  I  have  stated,  does  not  involve 
the  question  whether  a  state  can  make  an 
alien  a  citizen ;  but  whether  Congress  has  a 
right  to  prescribe  the  qualifications  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  those  who  shall  vote  for  members  of 
a  convention  to  form  a  constitution  for  Michi« 
gan.  Reason  and  precedent  concur  that  Con« 
gress  has  the  right.  It  has,  as  I  have  stated, 
been  exercised  m  every  similar  case.  If  the 
right  does  not  exist  in  Congress,  it  exists  no- 
where. A  territory,  until  it  becomes  a  state, 
is  a  dependent  community,  and  possesses  no 
political  rights  but  what  are  derived  from  the 
community  on  which  it  depends.  Who  shall 
or  shall  not  exercise  political  power?  and  what 
shall  be  the  qualifications  possessed  by  them? 
and  how  shall  they  be  appointed?  are  all  ques- 
tions to  be  determined  by  the  paramount  com- 
munity ;  and  in  the  case  under  consideration^ 
to  be  determined  by  Congress,  which  has  the 
right  under  the  Constitution,  to  prescribe  all 
necessary  rules  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritories not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  This  very  bill,  in  factt 
admits  the  right.  It  prescribes  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  shall  vote  for  the  convention 
to  form  her  constitution  on  becoming  a  state 
If  it  belongs  to  the  territory  of  Michigan  (she 
is  not  yet  a  state)  to  determine  who  shall  vote 
for  the  members  of  the  convention,  this  at- 
tempt on  our  part  to  designate  who  shall  be 
the  voters  would  be  an  unconstitutional  in- 
terference with  her  right,  and  ought  to  be 
objected  to,  as  such,  by  those  opposed  to  our 
viewB. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  view  I  take 
be  correct,  that  the  right  belongs  to  Congress, 
and  not  to  the  territory,  the  loose,  vague,  and 
indefinite  manner  in  which  the  voters  are  de- 
scribed in  the  bill  affords  a  decisive  reason  fat 
its  recommitment.    I  ask,  who  are  the  people 
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of  Michigan  7  Taken  in  the  ordinary  sense, 
it  means  everybody,  of  every  age,  of  every 
sex,  of  every  complexion,  white,  black,  or  red, 
aliens  as  well  as  citizens.  Regarded  in  this 
light,  to  pass  this  bill  would  sanction  the  prin- 
ciple that  Congress  may  authorize  an  alien  to 
vote,  or  confer  that  high  privilege  on  the  run- 
away slaves  from  Kentucty,  Virginia,  or  else- 
where ;  and  thus  elevate  them  to  the  condition 
of  citizens,  enjoyine  under  the  constitution  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  in  the  states  of  the 
Union  which  appertain  to  citizenship.  But 
my  colleague  says  that  this  must  be  acqui- 
esced in,  if  such  should  be  the  case,  as  it 
results  from  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 
I  know  we  are  bound  to  submit  to  whatever 
are  the  provisions  of  that  instrument;  but 
surely  my  colleague  will  agree  with  me,  that 
the  danger  of  sucn  a  precedent  would  be  great ; 
that  the  principles  on  which  it  is  justified 
ought  to  be  clear  and  free  from  all  doubt ;  and 
I  trust  I  have,  at  least,  shown  that  such  is  not 
the  fact  in  this  case. 

But,  we  are  told  that  the  people  of  Michi- 
^n  means,  iu  this  case,  the  qualified  voters. 
Why,  then,  was  it  not  so  expressed?  Why 
was  vague  and  general  language  used,  when 
more  certain  and  precise  terms  might  have 
been  employed  ?  out,  I  would  ask,  who  are 
the  qualified  voters?  Are  they  those  autho- 
rized to  vote  under  the  existing  laws  estab- 
lished for  the  government  of  the  territory,  or 
are  they  those  who,  under  the  instrument 
called  the  constitution,  are  authorized  to  vote  ? 
Why  leave  so  essential  a  point  in  so  uncertain 
a  condition,  when  we  have  the  power  to  re- 
move the  uncertainty  ?  If  it  be  meant  by  the 
Eeople  of  Michigan,  the  qualified  voters  under 
er  incipient  constitution  (as  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York),  then  are  we  sanc- 
tioning the  rights  of  aliens  to  vote.  Michi- 
gan has  attempted  to  confer  this  right  on  that 
portion  of  her  inhabitants.  She  has  no  au- 
thority to  confer  such  right  under  the  consti- 
tution. I  have  conclusively  shown  that  a  state 
does  not  possess  it — much  less  a  territory, 
which  possesses  no  power  except  such  as  is 
conferred  by  Congress.  Congress  has  con- 
ferred no  such  p)wer  on  Michigan — nor,  in^^ 
deed,  could  confer  it — as  it  has  no  authority, 
under  the  Constitution,  over  the  subject,  ex- 
cept to  pass  uniform  laws  of  naturalization. 


Debate  in  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
May  6th  and  11th,  1858,  on  the  Question 
of  Alien  Suffrage,  as  allowed  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Stafe  or  Minne- 
sota. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said: — 
What  is  requisite  to  give  a  foreigner  the  right 
of  Bufira^  ?  lie  must  make  his  declaration  ; 
he  must  be  five  years  in  the  country,  and  that 
must  be  proved  by  two  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  he  must  show  himself  to  be  a  man  of 


probity  and  good  demeanor,  and  to  have  borne 
an  unquestionable  character ;  he  must  show 
that  he  is  acquainted  with  our  institutions,  and 
attached  to  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
Suppose  that  the  foreigner  should  ask  to  be 
naturalized,  and  should  fail  in  any  of  these 
requisites,  can  he  acquire  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship ?  Suppose  that  he  turns  out  to  be  a  man 
of  bad  character ;  suppose  it  is  notorious  that 
he  is  anything  but  friendly  to  our  free  institu- 
tions ;  suppose,  instead  of  showing  he  is  at^ 
tached  to  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
that  it  is  shown  that  he  is  still  a  monarchist : 
he  cannot  acquire  the  rights  of  naturalization ; 
and  thus  it  is,  sir,  he  may  be  rejected  in  the 
very  last  moment,  after  having  been  five  years 
in  the  country,  and  when  he  appears  in  court 
to  perfect  his  right  to  citizenship.  Congress, 
then,  does  not  lose  its  hold  of  him  until  the  last 
hour :  and,  until  he  becomes  an  American  citi- 
zen, the  State  has  no  power  to  confer  upon  him 
the  rielits  of  suffrage  in  any  Federal  election. 
I  think  that  this  is  one  of  those  propositions 
which  cannot  be  controverted ;  and  1  think  that, 
as  Congress  controls  him  until  all  the  condi- 
tions required  by  the  naturalization  laws  are 
fully  complied  with,  it  is  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  State  has  no  power  to  confer  upon  him 
any  political  right  under  the  Federal  Cfonstita- 
tion  whatever. 

It  is  said,  in  this  connection,  that  the  States 
have  always  exercised  this  power.  That  was 
said  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  this  debate.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  I  think 
that  is  a  great  mistake.  You  know  that  this 
subject  anxiously  engaged  the  attention  of 
those  who  preceded  us ;  and  without  dwelling 
upon  it,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  what,  in  debating  the  naturalization 
laws  in  1795,  Mr.  Gallatin  said.  The  question 
came  up  in  connection  with  the  right  of  suffrage 
in  his  own  State.  There  were  many  persons 
naturalized  under  the  State  law  who  were  ex- 
cluded from  all  the  rights  of  United  States  citi- 
zenship. I  get  what  I  extract  from  Gales  & 
Seaton's  Annals : 

"  Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  know  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  intended  to  extend  to 
persons  who  were  in  the  country  previous  to 
the  passing  of  the  law  of  January,  1795,  which 
requires  a  residence  of  five  years  before  an 
alien  can  become  a  citizen,  but  who  have  ne- 
glected to  become  citizens,  as  well  as  to  all  those 
aliens  who  have  come  to  this  country  since 
January,  1795  ? 

"  Again,  he  said,  one  reason  which  led  him 
to  mention  this  circumstance  was,  that  there 
are  a  great  number  of  persons  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  many  in  the  district  from 
whence  he  came,  who,  though  they  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  really  believe 
they  are.  This  mistake  has  arisen  from  (an 
error  common  to  most  of  the  districts  of  the 
United  States)  a  belief  that  an  alien's  being 
naturalized  by  the  laws  of  a  state  government, 
since  the  act  of  1790,  made  him  a  oitiEen  of 
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Che  tJnited  States.  He  always  thought  that 
eonstmction  to  be  wroo^  Congress  having  the 
power  to  pass,  and  having  passed,  a  uniform 
oatoraliiation  law,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ex- 
claded  the  idea  of  admission  to  citizenship  on 
different  terms  by  the  individual  states.  But 
he  knew  the  contrary  opinion,  till  lately,  gene- 
rally prevailed.  Indeed,  ho  knew  that  at  the 
late  election  in  that  city,  the  votes  of  respecta- 
ble merchants,  who  had  obtained  American 
registers  for  their  vessels,  on  a  presumption 
of  their  being  citizens,  were  refused  on  this 
ground.  The  same  mistake  had  extended  to 
other  parts  of  the  Union. 

**  Hr.  0.  supposed  that  since  the  year  1790, 
from  ten  to  nueen  thousand  emigrants  had 
eome  into  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  two- 
thirds  of  whom  believed,  till  lately,  that  they 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  their 
having  been  naturalized  by  the  laws  of  that 
state.  It  has  now  been  discovered  that  they 
are  not  citizens ;  but  since  that  discovery  was 
made,  they  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
bung  admitted  according  to  the  law  of  the 
United  States." 

Here  you  see,  in  reference  to  naturalization 
vnder  State  laws,  Mr.  Qallatin  concedes  that 
those  thus  naturalized  were  not  citizens,  and 
that  consequently  the  ri^ht  of  suffrage  should 
be  denied  them.  He  himself  was  of  foreign 
birth,  and  of  course  interested  in  the  question, 
and  would  not  hastily  have  decided  as  ho  did. 

Mr.  Buss.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me 
for  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.    Certainly. 

Mr.  Bliss.  I  rise  simply  for  the  i)urpose  of 
msking  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  give 
OS,  if  be  has  the  act  before  him,  the  language 
of  the  Pennsylvania  statute  upon  that  sud- 
ject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  I  have  it  not.  I  have 
read  from  the  debate  of  1795. 

Mr.  Bliss.  I  asked  the  question  because  I 
did  not  know  exactly  what  that  statute  was. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  The  debate  was 
upon  the  subject  of  naturalization. 

Mr.  Bliss.  The  question  is  this :  whether 
ttie  Pennsylvania  statute,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man refers,  conferred  the  elective  franchise,  or 
i.ndert<>ok  to  naturalize  generally  ? 

Mr  Reagan.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon 
the  point  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
interrupted  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  the  fact  that,  by  an  early  decision 
ef  the  courts  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  held  that 
a  State  had  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  matter  of  the  natu- 
ralisation of  foreigners;  and  to  the  debate  grow- 
ing out  of  that  matter,  I  apprehend  that  the 
clause  which  the  gentleman  read  referred.  It 
did  not  relate  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  a 
^tizen  to  vote,  but  related  alone  to  the  power 
to  naturalize. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  What  is  naturali- 
f    It  is  the  giving  to  foreigners  rights 


which  they  did  not  previously  possess,  and 
among  them  the  right  to  vote.  Did  the  Penn- 
sylvania law  confer  that  right?  If  it  be  the 
decision  of  a  statute,  I  care  not ;  but  did  the 
Pennsylvania  law  give  that  right.  The  answer 
is  at  hand.    Says  Mr.  Gallatin : 

"  Indeed,  we  know  that,  in  the  late  election 
in  this  city,  the  votes  of  respectable  merchants, 
who  had  obtained  American  registers  for  their 
vessels  on  a  presumption  of  tneir  being  citi- 
zens, were  refused  on  this  ground.  The  same 
mistake  had  extended  to  other  parts  of  the 
Union." 

On  what  ground  were  they  refused  the  right 
of  suffrage  ?  Gentlemen  talk  about  this  Penn- 
sylvania law  not  conferring  the  right  of  suff- 
rage ;  and  yet  here  it  is  expressly  said  that  it 
did  confer  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  these  men 
sought  to  exercise  that  right  under  the  Penn- 
sylvania naturalization  law.  I  may  not  under- 
stand it ;  but  here  it  is,  and  "  he  who  runs  may 
read.''  If  a  man  who  came  forward  to  vote 
under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  was  excluded, 
he  was  excluded  upon  the  ground  that  he  was 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  if  he 
was  permitted  to  vote,  it  would  be  upon  the 
presumption  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States ;  and  I  undertake  to  say,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  such  will  be  the  fact,  that  this  Pennsyl- 
vania law  was  passed  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  old 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  regulating  this  ques- 
tion, which  was  superseded,  as  was  decided  in 
a  case  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution.  That  will  no 
doubt  be  found  to  be  the  state  of  thin^,  and 
those  respectable  merchants  were  denied  the 
right  of  suffrage,  though  located  permanently 
in  the  country,  because  they  were  not  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  because  of  any 
other  provision,  citizenship  being  the  funda- 
mental condition  to  the  exercise  of  this  high 
attribute  of  popular  sovereignty.  I  think  it 
will  be  founa  that  this  is  the  clew  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

But  without  dwelling  at  large  upon  this  sub- 
ject, let  me  proceed.  In  a  case  which  came 
directly  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  as  reported  m  second  Wheaton,  the 
court  went  into  a  discussion  of  the  question  of 
property,  and  they  superseded  the  law  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  gave  the  property  a 
different  direction  from  what  it  would  have 
taken  if  the  party  claiming  it  had  been  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  And  why  ?  Because 
it  was  the  purpose  of  the  founders  of  the  Re- 
public to  confine  the  right  of  suffrage,  that  great 
tundamental  political  right  of  ponular  liberty, 
to  those  who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whether  native  or  foreign  born. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  sentiments  of  our  fathers. — 
Gentlemen  have  extraordinary  notions  upon 
this  subject.  They  have  the  notion  that  any- 
body who  comes  here  is  at  once  entitled  to  par- 
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HiNHKsOTi  Tebmtort.— The  organic  law 
puBod  and  apjirovod  by  Concress,  contained 
a  Kimiliir  proviaion  to  that  of  the  Oregon  bill. 

The  territorial  LegiglatnTe  liavo  paaaed  the 
fullowing  act ; — 

"  All  free  white  male  inhnbitants  over  the 
nM  of  twenty-one  yearn,  who  shall  have  re- 
Mded  within  thia  torritory  six  months  neit 
precedini;  an  election,  ahall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  election  for  delegates  to  Congress  and 
for  territorial,  county,  and  precinct  otGcera  : 
Provided,  That  they  shall  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  shall  have  resided  within  the 
United  States  for  a  period  of  two  years  next 
precediug  such  election,  and  declared  on  oath 
l>efore  any  court  of  record  having  a  seal  and 
elerk,  or  in  time  of  Tacation  before  the  clerk 
thereof,  his  intention  to  become  such ;  and 
HBall  have  taken  an  oa*Ch  to  support  the  Con- 
Htitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '  An  act 
to  establish  the  territorial  government  of 
Minnesota,'  approved  March  the  third,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine ;  And 
provided  aHo,  That  nothing  in  this  chapter 
■hall  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  all  persona 
iif  mixed  white  and  indiou  blood  who  have 
adopted  the  customs  and  habits  of  civilization, 
from  voting." 

WAanwoTOS  Territort — Organic  Ael.— 
Every  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of 
twentv-oneyears.wliosballhaTe  been  a  reside  n  t 
of  said  territory  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and  shall  posseBs  the  qualifications  herein- 
after preacriljed,  shall  bo  entitled  to  voto  at  the 
first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
vrithin  the  said  territorv;  but  the  qualifica- 
tions of  TOtcrs  and  of  holding  office  at  all  sub- 
sequent elections  sliall  be  such  oa  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly:  i>o- 
Fufad,  That  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  hold- 
ing office  shall  be  exorcised  only  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of  twonfy- 
ime  years,  and  those  above  that  ngo  who  shell 
have  declared  on  oath  their  inteotion  to  be- 
i«me  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  Conatitution  of  the  United  Stutoa 
and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Legialalice  Act. — That  ajiy  white  American 
citizen  olmvo  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  all  other  white  male  inhabitants  of  this 
tiirritory  above  that  age  who  shall  have  de- 
clared »D  oath  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
A-'iis,  and  t«  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
I'nileJ  Staten,  at  least  six  months  previous  to 
I  he  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  resided 
-ix  ni.intlia  in  the  territory,  and  twenty  days 
in  the  county,  noit  preceding  the  day  of  oloc- 
li<>n.  and  none  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  hold 
"Bioe  or  vote  at  any  election  in  thia  territory, 

Nebraska  asd  Kansas — Organic  Law. — 
Every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an 
outaal  resident  of  said  t«rritOTv,  and  shall 


election,  end  ahall  be  eligible  to  any  offioa 
within  the  said  territory ;  but  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voters,  and  of  holding  office  at  all 
I  subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall 
I  be  presoiibed  hj  the  Legislative  Assembly: 
I  Prm^idfd,  That  the  right  of  suffraee  and  of 
holding  office  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  those  who  shall 
have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  be- 
come such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  ' 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stat«»  ' 
and  the  provisions  of  thia  act. 

The  Act  of  May  20,  1812,  extended  ths 
right  of  auffroce  in  Ulinoia  territory  to  evnj 
free  white  mole  person  of  twenty-one  year* 
of  age,  who  shall  nave  paid  a  county  or  tCTri- 
torial  tax,  and  who  shell  have  resided  ono 
year  in  said  territory  previous  to  any  gencrd 
election,  4c. 

On  the  lat  of  April,  1836,  the  bill  for  tlia 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  b^g 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky 
moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting,  after 
that  part  of  it  declaring  that  the  constitution 
of  Michigan  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, the  words  "except  that  provision  of 
said  constitution  by  which  aliens  ore  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  right  of  suflrage." 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing rote  :— 

YIJU.— Umm.  Bbck  6t  HlA.  Cllhonn  of  IL  C,  Cbr  of 
Kt,  Crftlandsn  of  Kf..  Dl>l>  of  Mui.,  Kvloi  at  0..  II»- 
dricki  of  Ind..  Lallti  of  Vs..  NtDdaJn  of  DsL.  PorWr  of  Ia, 
Houtluuil  or  N.  J.,  Sulft  of  Vt,  Tumllniali  of  Cuun,  uil 

Niii.— Miuii.  Benton  of  Mo..  Rmwn  of  H.  C^  Dorbinn 
ofpiu,  OnHihwtofU«.,Eiilaiorill..nran(ly(ifToiiii-HiII 
ofN.  II„  UubbardoTN.  11,.  KiDKof  AlL.KIiiEofOl.,LdnB 
0[M0.,HorT4iof0..  NlchDluofLL,]UTnofta.,  naklDiDD 
of  111..  HaenEia  of  H«.,  Sb^pLr^  of  III..  Tilmidita  of  S.  Y, 
TiptoQ  of  lod.  Walker  of  ti\m.,  and  Wright  of  N.  T.— 2£ 


the  Senate,  wliich  prohibited  alien  eoffrage  ia 
the  territories,  was  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays 

aa  follows ; — 


Tenn,, 


JMurlan,  Prvlt,  SfUilbin.  and  SlUill.- 
n.  Cliue,  Dod^  of  Win.,  Dulg*  of  Ii 
n,  FM,  ni*.  O-  ■       ■■   -■■       


Democrats  in  roma 
Soilors  in  small  caps. 


Whigs  in  italics,  Fr«»- 


In  the  House  of  RcpreBenfativeSj  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1854,  the  vote  on  insertinj;  Mr. 
Richardson's  substitute  for  the  Senate  hansan 
and  Nebraska  bill  woa  aa  follows.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson's sobstiluto  was  the  same  as  the  Sennt<' 
bill,  with  the  exception  that  it  allowed  alien 
suffrage,  whilst  the  Senate  bill  did  not:  in 
Qthcr  words,  the  bill  of  Mr.  Richarson  omitted 
the  Clayton  amendment. 

Yfik  — Mron.  Abrmwnblg  af  Al*.,  Junrt  C.  Allni  of 
ni.,  WiUli  Alien  of  111.  A>k«  of  N.  C,  DiTid  J.  BalW  of 
Bk.,  I^UBH  U.  Bu^ej  of  Vh,  BuiuOil*  at  UlK,  Dtnt  •< 
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Bril  «r  TuxaMt  Hmosk  of  Ta^  Bojc*  of  8.  C  Brackmi- 
iMc»of  Kj^  Brids^  ot  Pn,  Bnwka  of  S.  C,  Cvkio  of  Va^ 
OuttalB  of  QtL,  Chrfmukn  of  Ky^  Chnrehwell  of  Tenn^ 
Cluk  «r  UUk^  aingnu  of  N.  0^  Oobb  of  AUl,  Colquitt  of 
tia^  CbmatE.f^  Onlg*  of  N.  C,  Canunlog  of  N.  Y^  CutUng 
of  X.  X^  JoliQ  O.  Davb  of  Ind.,  Dawson  of  Pa.,  ]>SiiDe7  of  0., 
DrwdaO  of  Ala.,  Danbar  of  Jal^  Dooham  of  Ind.,  Edmondaon 
of  Ta.  Jokn  M.  lOUott  of  Kj«  EngUab  of  Ind.,  Faulkner  of 
Ta^  rionooaof  Pa^  Fuller  of  He.,  Ooode  of  Ya.,  Oreen  of  0., 
««reeowood  of  Ark.,  Grtjf  of  Ky.,  Hamilton  of  Md.,  Samson 
W.  Hania  of  Ala..  Headrlekt  of  Ind.,  Homer  of  la.,  Ilib- 
bai4  of  N.  H.  JKS  of  Ky.,  BUlyer  of  Qa.,  Houaton  of  Ala., 
iBgwsoU  of  Goon.,  George  W.  Jones  of  Tenn.,  J.  Qlaney 
JooM  of  Pa.,  Roiland  Jonea  of  lat,  Kfrr  of  N.  C,  Kidwell  of 
Va^  Karta  af  Pa.,  Lamb  of  Mo.,  Lane  of  lad.,  Latham  of 
CaL.  LsUher  of  Ya.,  LiUy  of  N.  J..  LindUif  of  Mo.,  BIcDonald 
er  Bias  McDongall  of  CaL.  McNair  of  Pa.,  Maxwell  of  Fla., 
May  of  Md.,  Mm  G.  Milter  of  Mo.,  Smith  Miller  of  Ind., 
Olda  of  O.,  Mardeeai  OUeer  of  Ho.,  Orr  of  S.  O,  Packer 
oC  Pa^  John  Perking  of  Ia.,  Pbelm  of  Mo..  PhiUpe  of  Ala., 
FawaD  of  Ta.,  Pratt  of  Oonn.,  Prrsiork  of  Ky.,  Jf«ady  of 
~  ~  of  Qa.,  RlebardflOD  of  111.,  Biddle  of  Del.,  Uob- 
i  of  Fa.,  Sowe  of  N.  Y.,  KulHn  of  N.  C,  Seymour  of  CouUm 
of  O.,  Shaw  of  N.  C  Shower  of  Md.,  fflngleton  of 
lud  A.  Smith  of  Tena.,  WiUtam  Smith  of  Ya., 
B.  Saitth  of  Ala.,  George  W.  Smith  of  Tezai,  Snod- 

of  Ya»  Frederick  P.  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Richard  IL 
«f  Ky..  Alaoamler  If.  SUpUnt  oT  Oa.,  Straub  of 
Pa^  DaTM  Stuart  of  Mich.,  John  J.  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Twe«>d 
of  K.  Y..  Yafl  of  N.  J.,  Yanaant  of  Md.,  Walbridge  of  N.  Y., 
Wlalkar  of  N.  Y.,  Walsh  of  N.  Y.,  Warren  of  Ark.,  Westbrook 
af  v.  T.,  WitU  of  Pa.,  Dankl  Wright  of  Miaa.,  Hendrick  B. 
Wt^t  of  Pa.,  ZoUkmffer  of  Tenn.— 116. 
WATa.— Messra  BaB  of  0.,  Banks  of  Mass.,  Belcher  of  Om., 

r  of  If .  Y.,  AnssM  of  Me.,  Benton  of  Mo.,  J9iM(r  of  Tann., 

~1  of  a,  Chrmfsr  of  N.  Y.,  CAoMdfer  of  Pa.,  Occker 
of  Maaa,  Qdkm  of  Tenn.,  Curtis  of  Pa.,  Thomas  Daris  of  R. 
I ,  Daan  of  N.  Y.,  Ik  Wm  of  Haas.,  DiOc  of  Pa.,  i>»cMM«m  of 
Maaa.  Kaataaan  of  WU.,  Xdgrrton  of  O.,  Bimemdi  of  Bfaaa, 
rAoaMW  D,  JOUott  of  Masa^  Elliaon  of  0^  Btheridgt  of  Tenn .. 
BixTkaH  of  Pa^  Ihrky  of  Me.,  Fenton  of  N.  Y.,  Flagler  of 
N .  Y..  OnnUe  of  Pa,  Qmxtma  of  O..  Grow  of  Pa.,  Ooodrich 
of  Maaa,  Janm  Hadam  of  O.,  Andrew  llaalam  of  Ind.,  Air- 
ruonof  0.,  BaMinoi  of  N.  Y..  Haven  of  N.  Y.,  Hnder  of  Pa., 
ifnme  of  Fa,  Unghea  of  N.  Y.,  ifant  of  La.,  Jchnaon  of  0., 
l»aaial  T.  Jonea  of  N.  Y.,  KiUredge  of  N.  IL,  Xnoa  of  IlL, 
LiudaAsy  of  0.,  Lyon  of  N.  Y..  JlcCuUneh  of  Pa.,  Mace  of  Ind., 
of  5.  Y..  Mayall  of  Me.,  Meaeham  of  Yt.,  BMittes- 


worth  of  Pa^  Millson  of  Va.,  Umrgan  of  N.  Y.,  Morrison  of 
K-  IL,  Murray  of  N.  Y.,  Xidwls  ofO.,  Nobl*  of  Mich.,  Nmion 
cf  lU.,  Andrew  Oiirer  of  N.  Y.,  Perk  of  N.  Y.,  Parkrr  of  Ind., 
itMtiivten  of  N.  J.,  Blabm  Perkins  of  N.  Y.  Pringle  of  N. 
Y.,  Pkrftar  of  N.  C,  David  Jiitchie  of  Pa..  Thomas  Kltelr  of 
0^  fftiert  of  N.  C,  liutidl  of  Pa.,  ;Sfi^n  of  Yt,  Sage  of  N. 
T..  JfopP  of  a,  Simmons  of  N.  Y.,  i^kelton  of  N.  J.,  Gesiut 
6«m  of  H.  Y.,  Heater  L.  St^ens  of  Mich.,  Stratton  of  N.  J., 
Andraw  Stuart  of  O.,  John  L,  Taylor  of  0.,  NatManiel  G. 
Titfiar  of  TMin..  Thnrston  of  R.  I.,  Treep  of  Yt,  Trout  of 
Pa^  l^bm  of^Haaa,  Walley  uf  Mass.,  Wade  of  0.,  Elihu  B. 
Waekbttme  ct  IlL,  brad  Waslibumt  of  Me.,  W«lls  of  Win.. 
JfAn  Wentworth  of  111.,  Tappen  Wentwcrtk,  Wheeler  of  N. 
T..r«iaofllL-06. 

Democrats  in  roman — ^Whigs  in  italicB — 
Free-Soilers  in  small  caps. 

In  Senate,  May  25.  1854.  The  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  bill  being  under  consideration, 
^Ir.  Pearce,  of  Md.,  moved  to  amend  the  fifth 
section  bY  striking  out  the  worda : 

''  All  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath 
their  intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  provisions  of  this 
act." 

So  thai  the  proviso  shall  read : 

**  Provided  that  the  right  of  suffrace  and  of 
holdine  office  shall  be  exercised  onlv  by  citi- 
MQS  of  the  United  States.*' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pearce,  the  same  as 
the  Clayton  amendment,  was  rejected  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yiaa — Maaara  Bayard  of  Del.,  BeU  of  Tenn.,  Brodhead 
of  FkL,  Brown  of  Mo.,  Clayton  of  DeL,  I\arct  of  Md.,  and 
~  of  Ky.— 7. 

Utmn,  Allan  of  B.  L,  Atehlion  of  Mo.,  Bmkmin 
of  S.  G,  Om  «f  Mkfa.,  Oiua  of  0.,  Clay  of 
8 


Mai 


Ala.,  Dammm  of  Oa.,  Dodge  of  Wla.,  DoqglsM  of  HI.,  Fiah  of 
N.  Y.,  Fitspatrick  of  Ala..  Arrf  of  Yt,  OiLLnra  of  Conn, 
Owin  of  CaL,  Hunter  of  Ya..  James  of  R.  I.,  Johnson  m 
Ark.,  Jonea  of  la.,  Jona  of  Tenn.,  Malloty  of  Fla.,  Mason 
of  Ya.,  Morim  of  Fla.,  Norria  of  N.  H.,  Pettit  of  Ind.,  PraU 
of  Md.,  Knak  of  Tax.,  Sebastian  of  Ark^  Sewxrd  of  N.  Y.. 
Shields  of  III.,  Slidell  of  La.,  Stuart  of  Mich.,  SoiucaB  of 
Mass.,  TlKnuson  of  N.  J..  7bost6«  of  Oa.,  Tonoey  of  Conn^ 
Wade  of  0.,  Walker  of  Wla.,  Weller  of  CaL,  WiUiama  of  N. 
H.,  Wright  of  N.  J.— 41. 

This  vote  cannot  be  considered  a  test  vote, 
as  the  friends  of  the  b^ll  determined  to  vote 
down  all  amendments,  so  as  not  to  send  it 
back  to  the  House. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1857,  the  bill  of 
the  House  to  authorize  the  people  of  Minne- 
sota to  form  a  state  government,  being  before 
the  Senate,  Mr.  Biggs,  of  N.  C,  moved  the 
following  amendment  to  the  same : 

Provided,  That  only  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election, 
provided  for  by  this  act. 

The  following  debate  ensued : — 

Mr.  Douglas  said.  The  organic  act,  creat- 
ing the  territory  of  Minnesota  many  years 
since,  provided  that — 

*' Every  free  white  mule  inhabitant  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  yeara,  who  ahall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  aald 
tnrritory  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  ihall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  office  in  the  said  territory;  but  the  qnaliflcations  of 
voters  and  of  holding  oflloe  at  all  subsequent  electiona  shall 
be  anch  aa  ahall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  AMembly : 
Provided,  That  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  offlca 
shall  be  exercised  only  by  eitlzeus  of  the  United  States  and 
those  who  have  declared  on  oath  their  inUmtloo  to  become 
such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  provislcma  of  thia  act.** 

That  was  the  organic  law  of  the  territory. 
Under  that  law  the  territorial  legislature 
have  prescribed  the  Qualifications  oi  voters. 
The  present  bill  provides  that  the  legal  vtjfers 
of  Minnesota  may  assemble  and  elect  delegates 
to  a  convention,  to  form  a  constitution  and. 
state  government  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
leaving  the  <jualification8  of  voters  in  the  ter-^ 
ritory  for  this  purpose,  precisely  what  they 
have  been  over  since  the  territory  was 
organized,  and  as  they  are  now  fixed  by  law. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  change  the 
existing  law  of  Minnesota  on  that  point  for 
this  one  election,  when  there  is  no  pretence 
that  any  evil  consequences  have  px)wn  out  of 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  under  the 

f)re8ent  law.  If  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
ina  could  show  me  that  any  iniurious  conse- 
quences had  grown  out  of  the  law  of  Minne- 
sota fixing  the  qualifications  of  voterf,  there 
would  be  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  change ; 
but  there  is  no  oljjection  on  that  score:  no 
consideration  of  that  kind  has  been  ur^^ed. 
The  amendment,  therefore,  is  only  to  carry  out 
a  theory  of  the  Senator,  and  not  to  remedy  any 
practical  existing  evil  in  the  territory. 

M^  friend  from  North  Carolina  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  the  supposition  that  it  has  been 
the  uniform  practice  in  laws  enabling  terri- 
tories to  become  states,  to  restrict  the  rieht  of 
voting  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  have  • 
sent  for  the  laws,  and  will  present  them  if  it 
bA  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  diacns«fioD». 
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to  show  thai  he  is  entirely  mistaken  in  that 
respect.  The  rale  is  rather  the  reverse,  if 
there  be  any  rule  on  the  subject.  Tlie  fact  is, 
that  there  has  been  a  variety  of  laws  on  that 
point.  In  some  territories  vrhere  there  was 
no  contest  about  it,  the  right  was  confined  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  in  others,  all 
the  inhabitants  possessing  certain  qualifica- 
tions were  allowed  to  vote.  In  all  the  N.  W. 
Territory,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin,  aliens,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, were  permitted  to  vote,  not  only  while 
those  states  were  territories,  but  when  they 
became  states;  and  this  provision  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  North-Western  States,  as  has 
been  supposed. 

Mr.  Clat.  It  has  not  been  done  at  the 
South. 

Mr.  Douglas.  My  friend  from  Alabama  is 
mistaken  in  saying  that  it  has  not  been  done 
at  the  South.  I  remember  well  that  I  served 
some  years  ago  on  the  committee  of  elections 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  when  there 
was  a  contested  seat  between  Mr.  John  W. 
Jones  and  Mr.  John  M.  Botts ;  and  it  turned 
out  that  Mr.  Jones  had  received  some  eighty- 
nine  votes,  I  think,  of  foreigners  unnaturcuized 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  but 
who  were  legal  voters  according  to  the  laws 
of  Virginia.  'There  certainly  was  a  class  of 
persons  in  Virginia,  who,  under  her  laws, 
were  allowed  to  vote,  although  they  were  not 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  did  vote  in  that  election  between  Jones 
and  Botts  under  the  law  of  Virginia,  authoriz- 
'iig  them  to  become  voters,  although  they  were 
not  citizens  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  was  under 
some  special  law.  The  impression  is  on  my 
mind  nrmlv,  because  I  was  on  the  committee 
that  investigated  this  (juestion. 

Mr.  Hunter.  Virgmia,  as  you  well  know, 
Mr.  President,  has  a  naturalization  act  of  her 
own,  making  citizens  of  Virginia,  or  prescrib- 
ing the  qualifications  on  which  persons  shall 
be  citizens  nf  the  state  of  Virginia;  but  the 
pnivisions  of  that  act  are  quite  as  stringent 
a**  those  of  the  Unite«l  Slates. 

Mr.  Doi-GLA.s.  There  is  the  very  point. 
Virginia  prescribeM  who  nhall  be  citizens  of 
Virginia,  and  in  some  cases  has  not  confined 
the  right  of  voting  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  just  what  Michigan  did  when 
she  came  into  the  Unitm  with  a  constitution, 
providing  Uiat  all  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  be  pennittecl  to  vote,  and  also,  all  other 
persons  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  state  at 
the  time  of  the  a<loption  of  the  constitution. 
By  that  constitution,  Michigan  made  those 
otiicr  inhabitants  who  had  not  been  natu- 
ralized, but  possessed  certain  specified  qualifi- 
cations, citizens  of  the  state  of  Mictiigan, 
although  they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  precisely  what  we  did  in  Illi- 
nois under  the  old  constitution.  We  allowed 
an  unnaturalized  foreigner  who  possessed  cer- 
tain Qualifications  to  vote  in  ttiat  state,  al- 
Ibon^h  he  had  not  become  a  citizen  of  the 


United  States ;  in  other  words,  we  made  him 
a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  authorised 
him  to  vote  at  our  elections,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  had  not  complied  with  the  law 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  citizenship.  That  is 
all  Virginia  has  £>ne,  and  I  believe  it  is  only 
in  limited  cases. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  wish  to  open  a  debate  on 
this  subject.  I  referred  to  the  Virginia  case 
only  for  illustration.  The  simple  question 
here  is,  shall  we  authorize  the  present  legal 
voters  of  Minnesota  to  vote  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  form  a  state  constitution  ?  I  hop^ 
the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Brown..  I  do  not  know  that  I  quittt 
concur  with  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  on 
the  point  that  you  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  do  this ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
prepared  to  go  quite  so  far  as  he  goes  on  thai 
question ;  but  on  the  point  of  its  expediency, 
in  every  possible  sense  in  which  the  question 
can  be  presented,  my  mind  is  entirely  fre« 
from  fUl  doubt.  A  man  who  votes  in  reference 
to  the  organization  of  a  state — ^who  settles  the 
institutions  of  an  infant  state  just  coming  into 
the  Union,  afifects  not  only  the  rights  of  that 
state,  but  the  rights  of  all  the  other  states ;  he 
adds  a  new  member  to  the  confederacy —he  aids 
in  bringing  two  more  votes  on  this  floor.  If 
he  does  not  think  well  enough  of  the  country 
to  have  shown  his  allegiance  to  its  constitu* 
tion  and  to  its  laws,  what  business  has  he,  and 
upon  what  principle  ought  he  to  be  allowed 
to  take  an  active  participation  in  moulding  the 
institutions  of  a  new  member  of  the  confe- 
deracy 7  If  he  desire  to  vote,  let  him  make 
himself  a  citizen,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  laws  passed  in  obedience  to  your  constitu* 
tion.  If  liis  heart  is  in  fatherland---if  he  is 
so  much  devoted  to  the  land  of  his  birth  thai 
he  will  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
will  not  take  the  preparatory  steps  to  make 
himself  a  citizen  of  the  country,  I  maintain 
that  he  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  government,  the  making  of  its  laws, 
or  the  shaping  of  the  institutions  of  infant 
states. 

Mr.  Mason.  Under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  as 
they  existed  prior  to  1850,  there  was  a  mode 
by  which  alien  friends  might  become  citizens 
of  the  state  of  Virginia.  It  was  a  part  of  her 
domestic  policy.  It  was  an  old  law,  passed 
in  1792,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  invite 
emigration  of  valuable  citizens  either  from 
without  or  within  the  United  States  to  reside 
in  Virginia,  and  certain  privileges  were  given 
to  them.  Under  that  law,  according  to  my 
recollection  (and  I  have  recently  looked  at 
it),  it  was  provided  onlv  that,  in  addition  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  such  as  the 
state  of  Virginia  in  her  own  good  pleasure 
might  deem  proper  to  consider  as  her  citizens 
under  her  laws,  should  be  entitled  to  certain 
privileges,  but  not  to  all  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zens. It  was  provided,  for  instance,  that  any 
alien  friend,  who  could  give  evidence  of  good 
oharacter,  migrating  into  Virginia  for  the 
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fTpoo  of  reskliiiff  there,  and  who  would 
lake  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  oommonw^th 
of  yimnia,  should  become  a  citisen  of  Viiv 
ginia  ror  certain  parpofles  ;  but  until  he  had 
resided  five  yean  after  that  oath,  he  was  de- 
dared  ineligible  to  anj  office,  iudicial,  execu- 
tive, or  otherwise;  nor  could  he  hold  any 
office  antil  he  had  given  some  evidence  of 
permanent  attachment  by  intermanring  with 
a  citisen  of  Virginia  or  a  citizen  of  tne  united 
States,  or  pon^asing  a  freehold  estate  of  a 
certain  value. 

That  was  the  law  of  Virginia ;  and  such 
people  were  entitled  to  vote  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  under  the  laws  of  Virginia ;  a  right 
that  I  hold  pertains  to  every  state,  and  which 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Federal  Qovern- 
ment  to  qualify  or  take  from  them  in  any 
way.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
has  reserved  to  the  government  a  power  to 
declare  uniform  rules  of  naturalization ;  and 
the  only  effect  of  that  is,  when  under  those  laws 
of  naturalisation  an  alien  is  made  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  to  entitle  him  to  what  ?  To 
such  privil^es  of  citizenship  as  the  Constitu- 
tion confers,  but  no  further;  nor  does  it  derogate 
in  the  slightest  degree,  in  my  humble  judg- 
menty  from  the  right  of  every  state  of  its 
s«>vcreign  will  and  pleasure  to  declare  who 
shall  be  citizens,  and  who  shall  not  be  citi- 
zens, within  its  own  limits,  subject,  of  course, 
and  snhject  only,  to  so  much  power  as  the 
■ute  may  have  parted  with  to  the  Federal 
Goremment. 

Upon  the  particular  provision  now  before 
u^  I  shall  vote  certainly  for  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  fn>in  North 
Carolina,  because  I  deny  absolutely  that  there 
h^  anr  power,  or  ought  to  be  any  jwwer,  dele- 
gated to  any  territory,  or  to  the  people  of 
any  territory,  to  declare  who  shall,  as  citizens 
of  the  territory,  vote  to  erect  themselves  into 
an  independent  state,  and  by  association 
with  the  states  in  the  Union,  to  take  their 
f»hare  in  the  administration  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  partition  in 
the  pi>licy  of  the  United  States.  When  the 
territory  become  a  state  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, she  is  place<l  upon  the  footing  of  all  the 
^tates,  and  nas  all  the  power  that  any  other 
»tate  has ;  and  then,  if  in  the  pleasure  of  the 
Ktate  she  chooses  to  admit  any  persons  to  citi- 
z^uship,  or  to  vote,  who  are  neither  natural- 
ised by  the  laws  of  the  states,  nor  the  laws 
'.f  the  United  States,  well  and  good ;  it  is  her 
|iower  and  her  pleasure. 

Mr.  BiGQS.  it  will  be  recollected  that  a 
•liM*us8ion  took  place  here  during  the  first 
^«sion  of  the  present  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Kansas  to 
f<»rra  a  state  constitution.  On  that  occasion 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Adams,]  differing  in 
f»rm,  but  in  substance  precisely  the  same 
t.haracter  as  this.  That  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  allowed  those 
|>4*rwns  who  were  qualified  voters  by  the  or- 
ganic law  passed  for  the  territories  of  Nebras- 


ka and  Kansas  to  vote  fbr  delegates  to  form  a 
state  constitution ;  and  the  organic  act  autho- 
rized persons  who  had  declared  their  intention 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  resided  in  the  territory  for  twelve  months, 
to  vote.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  moved 
to  strike  out  that  provision,  so  as  to  confine 
the  qualifications  ofelectors  for  members  of  the 
convention  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
A  discussion  was  had  on  that  amendment, 
and  by  the  yote  which  I  have  before  me  it 
was  adopted.  That  was  the  last  bill  adopted 
by  this  body  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  fifteen. 
The  votes  were : 

Yeas. — MeMn.  Adftmi,  Bayard,  Bell  of  Tenn.,  BlgKti 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Clay,  Clayton,  Oollamor,  Crittenden, 
PeMienden,  Fitipatrick,  Foot,  Voiter,  Geyer,  Hunter,  Irer* 
•on,  Mallorv,  Maaon,  Held,  Tbompion  of  Ky^  Ynlee. 

Nath.— MeMrs.  Allen,  fitgler.  Bright,  Caw,  Dodge,  Doug- 
laa,  Jonesi  of  la.,  Pugh,  Seward,  Stoart,  SUdell,  Toaoey, 
Weller,  Wilson,  Wright 

I  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  now, 
whether  there  was  any  authority  by  the  law 
creating  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, or  authorizing  them  to  form  a  state 
constitution,  to  allow  any  but  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.    Clearly. 

Mr.  Bioos.    I  do  not  so  understand. 

Mr.  Douglas.  The  organic  law  of  Indiana 
territory  was  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  the  or- 
ganic law  of  Illinois  territory  was  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  ;  and  so  with  all  the  north-, 
western  territories.  The  ordinance  of  1787,., 
which  constituted  the  organic  law  of  those 
territories,  expressly  provided  that  citizens 
of  the  different  states  residing  there  and 
having  a  certain  amount  of  property  should 
vote ;  and  it  expressly  authorized  unnatural- 
ized persons  to  vote,  as  well  as  naturalizetl 
citizens,  provided  they  owned  property.  If 
my  friena  will  look  into  the  matter  he  will 
find  that  there  is  no  question  that,  under  the 
organic  law  of  those  territories,  unnaturalized 
foreigners  could  and  did  vote  while  they  were 
territories;  and  then  the  acts  authorizing 
those  territories  to  form  constitutions  ana 
state  governments,  provided  that  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States  could  vote,  and  also,"  all 
such  other  persona  as  were  qualified  to  vote 
in  the  territories  by  existing  laws,  showing 
clearly  that  there  was  an  express  recof;nition 
of  the  rights  of  unnaturalized  foreigners  to 
vote  who  were  authorized  to  vote  under  the 
territorial  laws.  That  brinp^s  those  rases  ex- 
actly within  the  limits  of  the  bill  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  ToucEY.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  ri.-e  for 
the  purpose  of  debating  this  question :  but  as  I 
differ  from  some  of  my  friends  on  this  point,  I 
wish  to  state  the  groun<ls  of  my  own  action. 

That  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  pn'scribos  the  ))ody  of  dectors 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representative-',  refers  it  to  the  constitution 
ana  laws  of  the  i?evcral  states ;  so  that  every 
state  determines  for  itself  its  own  e\ec\OTi\ 
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body.  It  i«  ft  primary  act  in  sorereignly. 
Thi*  ^DTernment  hai  uo  power  to  iaterfert 
vith.  it.  We  cuiQot  go  into  any  itats  of  thU 
Union,  and  undertake  to  define  who  of  the 

people  shall  constitute  the  body  of  TOtera  who 
ahall  ezercise  political  power.  Yon  may  natu- 
raliie  whom  you  please  ;  hut  the  power  of 
the  le^slation  of  CongreeB  in  enacting  a  Datu~ 
raUzation  law,  confera  no  right  of  voting  in 
any  stale  of  the  Union.  The  subjeeta  are 
entirely  distinct.  That  right  of  prescribing 
the  electoral  body  belongs  eiclusively  to  the 
people  of  every  state,  in  the  formation  of  its 
organic  law.  Thos  it  ia  with  regard  to  Uie 
election  of  die  most  tmrnerODs  branch  of  Con- 
gross.  The  people  of  every  state  say  who 
shall  vote  and  who  eball  not  vote ;  and  if  they 
see  fit,  in  the  exercise  of  their  aovereign  power, 
to  confer  the  right  of  suffrage  on  any  class  of 
men,  wo  cannot  interpose.  If  they  confer  it 
on  aliens  who  have  not  declared  their  inten- 
tions to  become  oitiiens,  wo  have  no  power  to 
interfere  or  prevent  the  exercise  of  that  sove- 
reign right,  Decause,  by  the  arrangement  of 
powers  under  tlie  Constitution,  that  sovereign 
power  is  left  to  the  states,  end  it  cannot  in 
«nj  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  be 
interfered  with  by  Congress.  Suppose  Con- 
gress should  nndertake  to  say  that  tho«e  in  | 
the  several  states  who  should  vote  for  electors  ' 
for  President  and  Vice  President  should  con- 
sist of  only  one  class  of  voters — men,  if  vou 
please,  pOBseased  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  (1000 — can  any  one  imagine  that  that 
legislation  of  Congress  would  have  any  validi- 
ty T  No,  sir.  It  would  be  an  encroachment 
on  the  riehts  of  the  several  states  that  wotild 
not  be  tolerated  or  admittod  under  the  Con- ' 
stjtution  of  the  United  States. 

In  1849,  wh 
of  Minnesota,  von  flieirby  the  o  , 
the  right  of  suffrage,  leaving  it  to  t'^e  people 
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of  the  territory,  iiTthe  exercise  of  the  legisla- 
tive power  TCCORiised  a«  in  their  legislature, 
to  fix  the  qnalification  of  voters,  subject  to  a 
restriction  that  no  alien  ehonid  be  admitted 
to  vote  until  after  be  had  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citjien  of  the  United  States,  ! 
and  sworn  to  Bupport  the  Constitution  of  the  | 
United  States  and  the  organic  law.  You  con- : 
ferred  on  the  people,  or  recognized  bb  in  the 
people  of  the  territory,  all  proper  legislative 
power  under  the  Constitution,  subject  to  that 
organic  law.  In  the  exercise  of  that  power 
thus  recognised  as  being  in  them,  upon  which 
they  have  acted — upon  which  they  have  passed 
every  law  that  now  governs  the  territory, 
filing  all  the  righto  of  persons  and  property 
in  that  territory,  they  have  settled  for  them- 
selves who  shall  be  lawful  voters,  and  the 
power  has  been  exercised  by  them,  subject  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stotee  and  to 
the  organic  taw.  Now,  then,  this  bill  leaves 
the  body  of  voten  aa  fixed  by  the  organic  law, 
and  by  the  territorial  law ;  and  the  proposi- 
iaoa  here  is  to  interfere  with  that 

The  qnMtion  being  taken  bj  yeas  and  nays, 
AMc/Mifr-jreM  27,  U71 24 ;  m  fblknra :         j 
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Blot,  Bndlmii,  hi 

Fl^,   Flllpilrbk,   1 

Jonemflfc.Nonnifcl'ii^h.fWMni 

Trumliull,  Wide,  Welln,  Wllmi,  tod  Wright— W. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pucn.  I  do  not  intend  to  prolong  the 
discussion ;  but  I  wish  to  correct  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  several  other  Sena- 
tors, in  what  I  think  is  a  very  essenUal  mis- 
take uf  fact.  Ue  alleges,  if  I  understand  him, 
that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  the  aet 
authorizing  a  territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  etato  government  has  admitted  alien  suf- 
frage. Sir,  I  can  find  but  two  examples  to 
the  coutraiy  in  the  whole  history  of  all  tbe 
states  that  Jiaie  been  admitted;  and  tboee 
two  are  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  So  br  as  I 
have  been  able  to  examine  tbe  stotutes,  eveir 
other  state,  without  exception,  came  in  witn 
it. 

Mr.  BuTLiB.  Did  Alabama  come  in  in  that 
wav! 

Mr.PuoH.  Yea,  sir, with  alien  snSl«ge ;  and 
I  will  Hhow  it  to  the  Senator.  The  ordjnance 
of  1787  eipresflly  allowed  it.  It  required  a 
property  qualification  both  for  citizens  and 
aliens.  After  requiring  that  citizens  should 
bare  resided  a  certain  period  of  time,  it  went 
on  to  say  that  other  persons  havinz  a  eerlun 
residence,  and  certain  property  qualiGcations, 
Bhonld  be  allowed  to  vote  for  members  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature.  That  was  the  ordi- 
nance of  IT8T.  Under  it,  the  law  authoriiinE 
Ohio  to  be  admitted,  provided  that  the  quali- 
Bcation  of  suffrage  for  the  election  of  mem-' 
bers  of  the  convention  should  bo  the  same 
as  for  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature. 
So  in  Indiana ;  so  in  Illinois.  The  ordinance 
L>f  1787,  except  the  anti-elavery  clause,  was 
extended  over  Tennessee,  and  Tennessee  came 
in  with  it. 

Mr,  BeLt,  of  Tenn.  Will  the  honorable 
Senator  allow  me  to  ask  him  whether,  in  1787, 
there  was  any  question  about  aliensT  Were 
not  all  inhabitants  then  regarded  as  citizens  f 

Mr.  Fuon.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
was  any  question  ;  but  it  was  allowed. 

3Ir.  IIeli.,  of  Tenn.  The  question  wns  not 
made,  I  think,  until  the  cose  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  BtTLER.     Never, 

Mr.  Bill,  of  Tenn.  The  honorable  Sen» 
tor  from  Michigan  perhaps  can  correct  me, 
but  I  think  I  recollect  many  of  the  circum- 
itonces  under  which  the  question  came  up 
ihen.  It  was  nndor  the  very  influences  I 
alluded  to  on  Saturday.  It  was  a  conteet  be- 
nveen  parties  for  ascendency,  and  so  it  waa 
ifterwards  in  Illinois  so  long  as  alien  suffragt 
prevailed  there.  It  was  alfowed  in  order  to 
jCLve  the  Democratic  party  the  ascendenoy. 
\ever  before  was  any  questjon  made,  that  I 
know  of,  or  recollect. 

Mr.  Peon.  I  agree  witit  the  Senator  that 
the  question  was  not  made;  and  what  I  o^ 
j«et  to  is  the  making  of  it  now. 


ALI£N  eUFFOAQE. 


iitinIlHdliIrlrt,cir 


Mr.  Bkll,  of  Tenn,  In  1787  »U  wore  re- 1 
Itrded  as  eitiimis.  and  N  thej  vers  until  we  ' 
m^e  Um  eonatibition,  and  prascribed  ft  uni- . 
fiinn  rul«  of  uattmliiation. 

Mr.  Pco*.  Let  lu  se«  what  the  ordinance 
(.f  ITttTnyi: 

-  rnKtil^  That  Bd  p«BB  b*  (1lg!hls  er  qoiUflnl  to  *ct 
H  m  iiriK»rBba>B  BBlM*  In  ihill  bin  bean  i  elll»n  oT 
IH  c^Ika  Culldl  8Ui™  Uine  JMTH  »nd  h"  •  rwldpnl  In 

•WBlJ(^rr<ilWdmpli.tn>tiIIu(lnilMCTa  of  linj  wLIhln 
Uwaam:  PruTtilrd.  •;«,  Tlut  b  CmbDld  of  O/lj  iirrrt  or 
iMirdlnlba  dMrict,btili      '  " '  "■- 

If  that  i*  not  aliea  suffrage,  I  canfees  mj- 
iclf  unable  to  nnderatand  the  GnglUh  l&c- 
enage.  lie  maj  be  a  citiien  of  the  United 
State*  or  not;  and  in  either  case  the  pro- 
[wrtj  quoliScation  is  superadded  and  a  cer- 
tain KsideihM  required — less  residence  fur  a 
citiien  than  an  audn.  That  is  the  ordinance 
iif  ITifT,  which  I  say  was  extended  over  Ton- 
ncKsee  while  she  was  n  territory ;  and  when 
she  formed  her  oonstitation,  and  applied  fur 
MJniisinn,  it  wos  formed  bf  the  qualiGei^ 
electors  mentionetl  in  that  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bill,  of  leun.  I  osk  the  honorable 
Senator  s^ain,  if,  up  to  the  time  when  the 
uoiibra  rule  of  naturaliiation  was  passed  hj 
CiHi^ms  under  the  oonsUtution,  aBens  irere 
admitted  or  not  at  pleasure? 

Mr.  Pran.  There  was  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  at  the  time  the  act  constituting 
the  territorial  government  of  Tennessee 


IS  distinction. 

n  of  the 
t,  with  nothing  ci- 

right  in  snjing 


[assed.     There 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenn.  Tl 
taken  of  it.  It  was  a  mr 
proTlsions  of  the  ordioanc 
cepted  but  a  single  clause. 

Mr.  Proa.  The  Senate 
there  was  no  question  about  it;  but  it 
purpiiso  to  show  that  the  question  bos  been 
raiseil  of  late  jeors.  Tennessee  came  in  with 
it.  The  same  ordinance  of  1T8T,  with  the 
ezcirptioa  of  tha  anti-slaverj  clause,  was  ex.- 
leoded  over  Louisiana,  and  she  came  in  with 
k.  It  was  extended  over  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  and  they  came  in  with  it.  It  wo-i 
mended  over  Artansaa  and  Missouri ;  and 
(he  famnos  Missouri  compromise  of  1X20  ei- 

tresslv  admits  alien  suffrage.  I  have  it  here, 
lerv  IS  tha  third  section  of  the  act  of  1S20, 
to  aathoriie  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
ciiiutitation  and  state  government : 

-  nat  aO  rm  *hU>  aiala  dUtOU  of  tlw  Uallld  StatH. 
^Bo  ^u]|  hava  arrlvad  at  tbt  agf  of  t«'Dtj4iu  jcara.  and 

fc. — ^. — u_j  ■ .1  . — 1. —  -fc_- — BDtha  prat loM  to  tba 

•allMtanit  ' 


Wbo  are  anthoriied  ta  vote  T  All  persons 
irbo,  muter  the  urdinaoce  of  176T,  could  vote. 
That  wa*  the  only  territorial  law  you  hod. 
Tonr  whole  territorial  legislation  woe  in  ap- 
pijing  the  f^eneral  prinoiples  of  the  ordi- 
■Hue  of  1787,  excepting  the  anti-slavey 
daam,  to  aU  axeept  cattain  tmitoriea.    It 


excepting  the  anti-slavery  clause,  to  ( 
other  territory  you  boil,  down,  I  believe,  to 
the  case  of  lloridn;  aud  I  du  not  know  but 
that  it  was  extended  to  Florida.  Therefore, 
when  Senators  fuj,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  said,  tlmt  here  is  a  proposition 
different  from  anything  we  have  heard  of 
before,  I  say  that,  until  the  year  184Q,  when 
the  proviso  was  inserted  in  the  Iowa  aud  Wis- 
in  bills,  I  have  Dot  been  nble  to  find  a 
in  which  such  a  pniliibitiun  as  that  was 
put  upon  a  new  state.  That  is  all  1  have  to 
say  on  that  point 

Now,  one  word  to  my  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Adams.]  Ho  refers  to  the  vote 
tAen  in  the  Senate  at  Uie  butt  session  on  the 
Kansas  pacification  bill,  and  says  that  the 
Senate,  by  its  vote,  struck  out  the  permission 
to  aliens  to  vote  in  Kansas.  I  voted  against 
that;  but  1  think  the  Senator  will  recollect 
the  argument  which  be  hiniHelf  stated .  What 
was  iti  In  the  Kansas- Xcbroska  bill  we  au- 
thorized aliens  to  vole  at  the  first  election ; 
but  thercafYer  they  were  to  vole  or  not  as  the 
territorial  legislature  provided.  The  first  terri- 
torial leKislaturc,  which  is  said  to  have  repre- 
sented the  pro-slavery  party,  voted  the  aliens 
nut.  That  wiut  the  action  of  that  branch  of 
the  pciiple.  The  Tupeka  constitution,  which 
was  said  to  represent  the  free-state  branch  of 
the  people,  voted  tliem  out,  too,  so  that  it  was 
said  to  be  the  UDaiiiinous  vote  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  on  both  siiles,  tliat  aliens  should 
not  vote;  and,  therefore,  olthnugh  I  voted 
against  striking  it  out  in  the  Kansas  {kociflco' 
tiun  bill,  1  did  not  tbinlt  it  of  much  im[>ort- 

Mr.  Adihs.  It  is  the  vote  of  sensible  men 
everywhere,  in  all  countries. 

Mr.  PuiiH.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is.  The 
Senator  may  think  so.  In  the  state  1  repre- 
scut,  undoulitcilly  in  the  territorial  organiza- 
tion aliens  were  entitled  to  vote  under  the 
ordinance  of  l/HT  :  and  tlie  first  constitution 
of  the  state,  by  its  proper  language,  would 
have  otlmitled  thran,  though,  in  practice,  they 
did  not  vote  to  any  great  extent.  By-and-by 
the  legislature  passed  an  election  act,  ond  ex- 
cluded tliem.  The  prCHCnt  constitution  ex- 
cludes tliem.  It  is  nut  a  question  in  which  1 
have  any  interest,  because  there  ho-i  never 
been  actually  alien  suffrage  in  my  state  since 
it  has  been  a  state. 

Here  is  tho  point:  You  passed,  b  ISJO,  a 
law  organizing  a  territorial  govemnient  hi 
Minnesota,  and  followed  nine-tenths  of  the 
precedents,  overruling  the  exceptional  cases 
of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  ;  and  you  said  to 
everybody:  "Go  there  and  settle,  and  you 
may  be  a  citizen  of  tho  territory."  They 
have  gone  over,  lived  peaceably,  and  elected 
a  local  legislature.  You  have  hod  no  disturb- 
ance or  trouble  there.  You  have  not  hod  tu 
proclaim  martial  law,  as  in  other  territories. 
Vou  have  never  had  any  disturbance.  Still, 
on  an  abstract  preposiUon,  you  igiOfON  ta 
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highest  functions  of  ^vemment,  therefore 
that  foreigners  have  a  right  to  them.  Foreign- 
ers have  no  riehts  except  what  are  granted  to 
them.  They  have  no  ri^ht  even  to  hold  land 
in  the  United  States,  or  m  the  States  thereof, 
vrithout  the  power  is  conferred.  They  are 
aliens  outside  of  our  system,  and  are  as  utterly 
destitute  of  power  as  the  man  in  the  moon. 
Instead  of  showing  that  there  is  nothing 
against  it,  you  have  to  show  that  the  power 
exists  and  is  eranted.  I  lay  it  down  that  the 
Federal  Constitution  gives  to  this  government 
the  exclusive  power  of  saying  who  of  the 
foreign-horn  shall  be  citizens,  and  having  ex- 
ercised that  authority  and  said  who  shall  be 
citizens,  the  exclusive  power  is  in  the  state 
government  to  say  who  of  her  citizens  shall 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage.  I  might  pro- 
duce authorities  if  I  had  time.  I  might  refer 
to  Chancellor  Kent,  who  assumes,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  nobody  but  a  citizen  has  a 
right  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage.  It  is  a 
political  postulate  which  he  does  not  consider 
It  worth  while  to  argue. 

Having  stated  the  principles — all  that  I  can 
do  in  the  present  exigency,  my  time  being 
nearly  exhausted — I  now  apply  them.  Let  us 
look  at  the  evils  which  this  system  is  to  mau- 
gurate.  A  majority  of  foreigners  settle  one 
of  the  states  of  the  American  Kepublic.  They 
give  form  to  the  fundamental  organization  of 
that  state.  That  is  not  all ;  they  say  who 
shall  vote.  Hero  is  the  section  of  tnis  Minne- 
sota constitution  upon  the  subject  of  suffrage : 

"  Sec.  1.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  or  upwards,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  following  classes,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  United  States  one  year,  and  in 
this  state  for  four  months  next  preceding  any 
election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  elec- 
tion, in  the  election  district  of  which  he  shall 
at  the  time  have  been  for  ten  days  a  resident, 
for  all  officers  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  elective  by  the  people : 

"  1.  White  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

**2.  White  persons  of  foreign  birth,  who 
shall  have  declared  their  intentions  to  become 
citizens,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  subject  of  naturalization. 

''  3.  Personsof  mixed  whiteand  Indian  blood, 
who  have  adopted  the  customs  and  habits  of 
civilization. 

*'  4.  Persons  of  Indian  blood  residing  in  this 
state,  who  have  adopted  the  language,  customs, 
and  habits  of  civilization,  after  an  examinati(m 
before  any  district  court  of  the  state,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  provided  b^  law,  and  shall 
have  been  pronounced  by  said  court  capable 
Df  enjoying  the  rights  of  citizenship  within 
the  state." 

Now,  for  whom  are  they  to  vote?  They 
are  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  comes  here,  and  wo 
have  a  right  to  look  into  the  qualifications  of 


the  voters  who  sent  him  here,  and  we  have  A 
direct  right  to  ascertain  whether  he  has  beoo 
duly  elected  by  citizens  of  the  United  Statet, 
That  is  not  all,  sir.  By  their  votes  the  leg» 
lature  of  the  state  is  elected,  which  elects  Uiu» 
ted  States  Senators,  and  we  have  a  right  to 
ascertain  whether  Uiose  Senators  have  been 
elected  by  proper  persons.  But  that  is  nol 
all.  These  same  persons  have  a  right,  it  m 
contended,  to  cast  their  suffrages  for  electoi* 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Thegf 
may  decide  a  presidential  election.  And  thM 
is  not  all.  The  election  of  President  m^ 
come  into  thb  House,  and  may  turn  upon  tot 
vote  of  a  single  state,  and  the  election  in  thii 
state  may  have  depended  on  the  vote  of  oiift 
individual,  and  that  an  unnaturalized  foreiA* 
er  just  landed.  Will  any  gentleman  say  thttl 
the  introduction  of  such  a  system,  affecting  m 
it  does  the  House  of  Representatives,  tibft 
Senate,  and  the  Presidency  of  the  UnitaA 
States,  would  not  lead  to  a  frightful  mass  of 
evils  to  the  Federal  organization  ?  If  such  an. 
idea  could  have  been  thought  of,  dreamed  oC 
or  imagined  by  those  who  framed  the  Federal 
Constitution,  when  they  were  seeking  to  secorf 
uniformity  in  social  mtercourse  among  ths 
states,  is  it  to  be  supposed  for  an  instant  thai 
they  would  not  have  provided  against  it  ?  Ba| 
no  man  ever  dreamed  that  voters  were  to  bt . 
made  out  of  any  but  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  that  the  law  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners  was  itself  to  be  practically  repealeda 
and  that  foreigners,  before  they  had  remained 
here  five  years,  and  had  acquired  the  moral 
and  intellectual  qualifications  required,  were 
to  be  put  into  full  fellowship  with  our  native- 
born  citizens,  and  allowed  to  wield  as  large  a 
mass  of  political  power. 

Look  at  the  consequences  of  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things.  From  three  to  five  hundred 
thousand  foreigners — many  of  them,  I  admiti 
very  meritorious  and  unexoeptionable  per- 
sons— come  into  this  country  every  year,  and 
settle  in  our  new  states  and  territorien ;  a.di 
under  this  system  they  are  to  be  permitted  lU 
once  to  organize  themselves  into  states,  to  send 
representatives  to  this  House  and  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  participate  in  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  without  ever  havinjj; 
conformed  to  the  requisition  of  the  naturali- 
zation laws.  In  the  name  of  God  I  is  it 
not  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  this  state  of 
things?  We  are  running  downwards  with 
hot  haste.  We  are  disregarding  our  ancestors 
and  their  wise  and  patriotic  example.  A  new 
element  of  progress  has  been  introduced,  bu( 
all  progress  is  not  improvement— ^/oct/i^  cU 
scensus  Avemiy  sed  revocare  ffradum,  &c, 
insist  upon  it,  then,  that  in  view  of  the  princi 
pies  and  doctrines  of  the  Constitution,  wc 
ought  not  to  tolerate  the  introduction  of  a 
system  of  franchise  that  must  be  productive 
of  such  consequences,  and  which  admits  to 
the  ballot-box  men  who,  it  may  be,  are  unable 
to  speak  our  language,  unacquainted  with  our 
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hivtitutioiis,  and  anfriendljr  to  tbe  principles 
of  our  gOTemment.  My  time  will  not  allow 
me  to  expand  this  sabject,  and  give  other 
▼lews  which  I  would  be  glad  to  lay  oefore  £be 
eonntry. 

Mr.  MiLLSON.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
nake  a  few  remarks  suggested  by  the  remarks 
of  my  oollea^e  (Mr.  Smith),  in  regard  to  what 
he  characterues  as  alien  suffrage.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  I  supposed  that  it  was  at  all  compe- 
tent for  Congress  to  pass  upon  the  constitution 
of  a  state  applying  for  admission  into  the  Union 
to  tbe  extent  'of  approving  or  disapproving  any 
piOTisions  that  might  be  contained  in  that  con- 
•titation,  I  should  see  more  direct  application 
tkui  I  now  suppose  there  is  in  my  c<»lleague's 


In  what  I  am  about  to  say  I  do  not  wish  to 
bo  understood  as  approving  of  the  extension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  w  unnaturalized  for- 
oilers ;  for  many  in  the  House  may  remember 
that  it  was  on  my  motion  in  the  last  Congress 
tribat  the  House  adopted  an  amendment  to  the 
Oregon  bill,  restricting  the  suffrage  to  the  citi- 
aeos  of  the  United  States.  But  if  my  colleague 
objects  to  the  admission  of  a  state  into  the 
Union  because  of  an  objection  of  that  character 
Id  her  constitution,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that 
wo  are  travelling  far  beyond  our  appropriate 

Shere ;  and  I  would  suggest  to  him,  further, 
at  in  making  animadversions  on  the  Consti- 
tution of  Minnesota,  he  is  animadverting  upon 
the  constitution  of  his  own  state.  I  ask  my 
eolleague  whether  he  did  not  vote  for  the  con- 
ititntion  of  Virginia,  adopted  in  1831  ?  I  would 
ask  him  whether  he  did  not  vote  for  the  con- 
•titntion  of  Virginia  adopted  four  or  five  years 
agof  and  now  I  beg  leave  to  remind  him  that 
firom  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia  alien  votes  have 
been  taken  at  all  of  the  elections,  and  are  still 
taken.    Does  not  the  ^ntleman  know  that  ? 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  I  do  not,  nor  do  I 
admit  it. 

Mr.  MiLLSON.  I  am  stirprised  that  my  col- 
leajzue  does  not  admit  that  to  be  so ;  for  if  he 
will  look  to  the  old  constitution  of  Virginia,  he 
will  find  that  it  expressly  admits  to  the  right 
of  suffrage  citizens  of  Virginia.  If  he  will 
look  to  the  constitution  of  1831,  he  will  find 
that  the  satne  provision  is  made  there — "  citi- 
sens  of  this  commonwealth.''  And  if  he  will 
look  to  the  very  last  constitution,  he  will  find 
the  Tery  same  phraseology  is  preserved,  and 
all  are  entitled  to  vote  who  are  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  Of  course,  that  is 
proper  phraseology ;  but,  sir,  citizens  of  Vir- 
^nia  are  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MiLLsoN.  And  now,  sir,  to  deprive  my 
eolleague  of  the  benefit  bethinks  he  has  secured 
by  the  last  explanation,  I  will  tell  him  that  if 
ho  will  look  at  the  statutes  of  Virginia,  he  will 
find  a  law  coeval  with  the  earliest  history  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  and  existing  in 
the  statate-book  until  four  or  five  years  ago,  in 


which  the  mode  is  pointed  out  for  admitting 
aliens  to  be  citizens  of  tbe  state  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  I  wish  to  ask  my 
colleague  whether  he  does  not  know  that  the 
act  to  which  he  refers  was  ante-revolutionary, 
and  passed  before  the  adoption  of  the  constn 
tution,  and  whether  it  is  not  unrecognised  in 
the  revised  code  of  Virginia  f 

Mr.  MiLLSOX.  So  far  from  it,  I  will  tell  my 
colleague  that  itwas  enacted  in  1702,  reenacted 
and  continued  in  the  revisal  of  1819,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  constitution  of  1831,  and  it 
was  only  dropped  from  the  revised  code  under 
the  revision  of  Messrs.  Patten  and  Robertson, 
some  four  or  five  years  ago.  That  law,  I  will 
tell  my  colleague,  has  never  been  repealed  to 
this  day,  although  omitted  in  that  coae. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  only  this — as  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House,  having  promised  to  occupy 
its  attention  for  a  few  moments  only — ^that  1 
have  myself,  in  my  capacity  as  attorney  and 
counsellor  at  law,  assisted  in  the  conferrmg  of 
citizenship  upon  many  foreign  voters ;  and 
that  nothing  was  more  common,  before  a 
warmly-contested  election  in  Virginia,  than 
for  the  county  court  to  meet  two  or  three  days 
before  the  opening  of  election,  and  sometimes 
an  hour  or  two  before  the  election,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  admitting  aliens  to  the  right 
of  voting,  who  never  had  been  naturalized 
under  any  act  of  the  United  States.  And, 
again,  I  will  tell  my  colleague  that  I  do  not 
know  that  this  right  was  ever  questioned  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  else- 
where, but  once.  It  was  once  (questioned  in  a 
contested  election,  originating  m  the  district 
which  I  now  represent — the  contested  election 
between  Newton  and  Lawyer.  The  sitting 
member,  Mr.  Newton,  contested  a  number  ot 
votes  in  the  poll  of  Mr.  Lawyer,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  voters  were  not  entitled  to 
vote,  not  having  been  naturalized  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  The  case  turned 
upon  that  question.  I  well  remember  it,  sir, 
for  it  was  about  the  earliost  political  election 
I  ever  remember  to  have  witnessed.  I  remem- 
ber that  the  majority  of  Mr.  Newton  was  about 
eleven  or  thirteen,  and  that  about  forty  or  fifty 
votes  of  the  character  I  have  referred  to  were 
given  for  Mr.  Lawyer.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  that  case  determined  that  these 
votes  were  valid  and  legal,  and  Mr.  Lawyer 
took  his  seat,  ousting  Mr.  Newton. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  I  will  ask  my  ci»l- 
league  if  he  knows  of  any  other  district  ?  I 
will  ask  my  other  colleagues  if  they  know  of 
a  single  case  in  which  any  foreigner  but  a 
naturalized  foreigner  has  exercised  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  Virginia,  except  in  the  Norfolk 
district  ?  If  there  is  one,  let  us  hear  it.  I 
cannot  be  accountable  for  what  my  colleague 
may  do  as  Commonwealth's  attorney,  but  I  bt^g 
him  to  look  to  the  law  and  the  authorities  which 
I  have  quoted. 

Mr.  MiLLSoN.  In  reply,  I  can  only  say  that 
as  I  have  never  been  a  resident  of  any  district 
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in  Virginia,  or  in  the  United  Stated,  except  the 
district  which  I  now  represent,  I  cannot,  of 
course,  give  my  colleague  any  personal  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  practice  at  elections  in 
other  districts.  But  I  give  him  the  law  and  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  show 
him  that  these  constitutions  have  always  ad- 
mitted to  the  right  of  voting  citizens  of  the 
Cnnmonwealth  of  Virginia ;  and  I  point  him 
X*y  the  law  under  whicn  these  aliens  may  be 
admitted  to  citizenship  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia.  What  more  could  my  colleague 
reasonably  demand? 

I  have  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  suggest- 
ing to  my  colleague  that  however  strong  may 
be  his  objections,  (and  I  aflmit  their  force,) 
when  he  undertakes  to  exclude  a  state  from 
this  Union  because  of  the  exercise  of  a  right 
which  his  own  state  constantly  exercised  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Union  to  the  present  day, 
it  strikes  me  that  he  is  taking  a  position  not  m 
accordance  with  the  doctrine  or  state  rights, 
which  has  heretofore  been  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics. 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  will  do  no 
more  than  refer  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  assert  what  I  believe  to  be  the  right 
of  my  state — a  state  which,  though  she  has  not 
paid  as  much  about  state  rights  as  the  state  of 
Virginia,  will  stand  up  equally  firmly  in  re- 
sistance to  Federal  usurpation.  The  gentle- 
man says  that  tlie  powers  reserved  to  the  states 
are  enumerated  powers.  I  insist  that  those 
given  up  to  the  general  government  are  the 
enumerated  powers,  and  all  others  are  ex- 
pressly reserved  and  retained.  It  cannot  be 
sustained  that  a  state  can  exercise  only  enu- 
merated powers.  Sovereignty  includes  all 
power ;  and  such  part  of  a  state's  sovereignty 
only  as  she  has  contributed  to  the  national 
stock  is  lost  to  her.  If  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  shows  no  delegation  of 
authority  to  Congress  to  regulate  the  qualifica- 
tions of  electors  in  the  states,  it  cannot  be 
seriously  argued  that  Congress  can  exercise 
Muoh  right. 

I  want  the  gentleman  to  tell  me  where  such 
A  right  exists.  I  ask  him  to  show  me  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  he  can, 
where  any  state  of  this  Union  has  surrendered 
to  the  Fedenil  Government  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualifioatious  of  electors ;  for  such 
ought  to  be  hU  task.  Kut  I  will  take  the 
lnl>our  on  myself,  and  save  the  gentleman  the 
trouble,  and  show  him  the  contrary  thereof. 
I  will  show  him  that,  by  that  very  Constitu- 
tion, there  are  recognisoil,  as  among  the  people 
♦»f  the  United  States,  the  **people''  of  the  Uni- 
tM  States,  and  also  **  eifizens'*  of  the  United 
i^fates ;  and  it  is  not  asking  too  much  to  sup- 
pose that  those  who  made  the  Constitution, 
who  studied  it  for  hours,  days,  weeks,  and 
months,  did  not  put  into  it  words  which  were 
not  well  studied  and  thought  over,  and  that 
they  had  not  as  much  intelligence,  and  did  not 
as  well  understand  the  meaning  and  bearing 
of  them,  as  ourselves. 


I  ask  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  verr 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  he  will 
find  that  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  two 
years  by  the  people  of  the  several  states.  And 
must  the  electors  have  the  qualifications  of 
being  citizens  of  the  United  States  7  No :  they 
shall  only  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for 
electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
state  legislature.  That  is  to  say,  recognising 
that  each  state  will  have  a  legislature,  as  being 
the  republican  form  of  government,  whosoever 
you,  gentlemen,  who  govern  the  State  of  Vir- 

finia,  or  we,  who  help  to  govern  tlie  State  of 
'ennsylvania,  shall  consider  entitled  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Renrcsentatives 
of  our  several  states,  may  vote  for  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States.  There  are  no  words  of  exclusion  there. 
And  now,  if  the  gentleman  will  look  at  tlie 
next  section,  he  will  find  that  no  person  shall 
be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven 
years  a  citizen  ofiJie  United  States — not  of  the 
state,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  of  the  United  States, 
Those  who  made  that  Constitution  recognised 
the  difference. 


Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  [May  II,  1858.] 
I  now  come  to  the  main  question  in  this  de- 
bate— the  alien  suffrage  clause,  as  it  is  called, 
in  this  constitution.  I  have  said  that  it  was 
no  new  (question.  It  is  a  grave  and  important 
one,  but  it  is  coeval  with  the  government.  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  there  was  any  subject  which  was 
seriously  watched  and  guarded,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutea, 
above  all  others,  it  was  that  the  Federal 
Government  should  not  touch  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  the  states.  The  question  of  who 
should  vote  in  tlie  several  states  was  left  for 
each  state  to  settle  for  itself.  And  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  say  for  myself  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  doctrine  of'^state  rights  that  I 
would  defend  and  stand  by  longer,  and  fight 
for  harder,  than  that  which  denies  the  right 
of  the  Federal  Government,  hy  its  encroach- 
ments, to  interfere  with  the  right  of  suff^rage 
in  my  state.  The  ballot-box — that  is  what 
each  state  must  guard  and  protect  for  its(flf — 
that  is  what  the  people  of  the  several  states 
never  delegated  to  this  government,  and  of 
course  it  was  expressly,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, reserved  to  the  people  of  the  states. 
Upon  the  subject  of  alien  suffrage.  a1»ut  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  lately,  I  wish  in  tliis 
connection  to  give  a  brief  history.  I  state  t<» 
this  House  that  the  principle  was  recogniseil 
by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  was  before 
tne  g|[)vernment  was  formed. 

f  Mr.  Stephens  after  referring  to  tlie  varioiu 
acts  of  Congrcjis  recognising  alien  suff'rage 
which  have  oeen  previously  quoted  in  thii 
book,  continued,] 

Of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  who, 
iu  some  form  or  other,  gave  the  principle  their 
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n  Mtbn  ia  the  temtoriu  or  atalM,  mftj 
be  neotioned  Washington,  the  elder  Ademi, 
Jtftnoa,  Madison,  Jeckwn,  Polk,  Fillmore, 
■nd  I^etce. 

RefeTBnee,  air,  haa  been  made  in  this  debate 
to  A  speech  made  bj  Hr.  Calhoun  on  this  nib- 
ject,  in  the  Senate,  in  1836,  on  the  act  provid- 
ing  for  the  admiMion  of  Michigan,  upon  nhich 
comments  have  been  made  b^  seTenl  geotle- 
nien.  The  views  of  that  digtmeuished  staCes- 
man  have  been  presented  as  authoritv  oo  their 
side.  I  bava  simpl;  this  to  sar  about  that 
•peech :  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  Globe.  I  can- 
nut  find  it  in  the  dehntca  of  the  daj. 

*Hr.  RicAUD.  I  think  it  is  iu  bts  published 
•paeehea. 

Hr.  Stiphxits,  of  Qeorgia.  I  have  seen  it 
in  his  published  works,  but  I  cannot  find  it 
ia  the  poblished  reports  of  Congress.  It  is 
stated  to  have  been  made  in  1836,  oa  the  bill 
aathoriiing  Michigan  to  form 


Mr.  Calhonn  does  not  ap^r  to  have  made 
any  objeetion  to  her  admission  on  that  ground.  ! 
I  Ind  speeches  made  by  him  npon  that  bill, 
bat  none  objecting  to  this  clause.  I  find  be  . 
oBeredasabstitnteforthe  bill  admitting  Uichi- 1 
gan  without  objection  to  the  alien  suffrage  , 
clause  in  her  constitution.  Still,  it  is  stated 
that  this  speech  of  his  was  made  the  year  ! 
befora,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  1  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  questioning  it. 
That  was  on  Congrera  conferring  the  right. ' 
He  did  not  raiMi  anj  objection  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  stale  as  far  as  I  can  find,  because 
of  alien  suffrage  being  allowed  in  her  consti- 

A^^n:  on  the  26th  of  July,  184S,  the 
C'lavton  compromise  bill  for  the  oi^nization 
uf  certain  territorial  gi)vernmonts  passed  the 
Senate.    The  fiflh  section  of  the  act  provides — 

"That  every  free  white  male  inhabitant, 
ahote  the  age  of  tweoty-one  years,  who  shall 
liare  been  a  resident  of  said  Territory  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  eii^i- 
tled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be 
eligible  to  any  office  in  said  Territory ;  but  the 
qualification  of  Taleri>.  and  of  holding  office, 
at  ail  subsequent  electlim!',  shall  be  such  ns 
shall  be  prescriheii  by  the  Iz-gwiative  Agaem- 
bW:  I^rided,  That  the  right  uf  suffrage,  and 
01  hoIdJDC  office,  elmll  he  exercised  only  bj 
citbens  of  the  I'nilcil  Slntcn,  and  those  viha 
t4aU  hare  deelared  on  oalh  Ihdr  iniealum  to 
beeomt  tuek,  and  shall  hare  taken  an  oalh  lo 
npooTi  the  Con*iilH(ii,H  of  flic  Uailtd  Sfala 
aid  iht pnxiaioiui  nf  this  act" 

On  the  engrusfiuerit  of  this   bill,  the  vote 


^ppl,  DkUiuoB,  IMdkIu,  Ito>iia,  Y< 


lu,  Hooftim,  HDBlar,  lohDBa  sf  Hwvlud,  Ji 
UnlMiiu,  Jokum  -' " — '-     —  -    ■  -■- 
HuoD.  nidpo,  Bulk 

DflT,  WHtCOtt,  Ud  Vol 

•'  NiTS^Mawn.  Alb 
Cluk,  CkirviD,  DiTli  ol 

NllM,'UBdwwogd)  Upbui,  ud  Wnlka^-U.' 

Mr.  Calhonn  woe  on  the  oommittee  which 
reported  this  provision,  and  he  does  not  appear 
as  having  objected  to  it.  And  though  he  may 
have  mode  that  speech  in  1836,  yet  it  is  equally 
certain  and  true  that  twelve  years  afterwanui 
he  voted  for  the  very  principle  he  had  pre- 
viously opposed.  His  vote  for  the  principle  in 
1848,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
bis  SMecb  against  it  in  1836.  This  is,  there- 
fore. Mr.  Speaker,  no  new  question. 

The  same  principle,  as  I  have  said,  was  in- 
corpoiuted  in  the  same  words,  I  think,  in  the 
bill  for  the  organisation  of  Washington  Terri- 
tory in  1853,  and  in  the  Kansae-Nebraeka  bill 
in  1854. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Mat- 
masd]  put  this  question  to  some  gentleman  (he 
other  day ;  whether,  if  this  bill  shonld  paea, 
Minnesota  might  not  confer  the  right  of  voting 
upon  an  alien  enemy !  By  no  means,  sir ;  the 
person  of  foreign  birth,  who  is  entitled  to  vote 
under  this  constitution,  has  first  to  purge  him- 
telf  of  hii  aUeffianee  to  other  ^van.  Hemuat 
have  declared  his  intention  to  became  a  citisen 
of  the  United  States,  and  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  same.  This  is  tne  condi- 
tion precedent.  By  no  poseibility,  therefore, 
could  an  alien  enemy  legally  vote  in  Minnesota. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  has  beeii 
read  and  commented  on  by  the  gentleman  froik 
Maryland  [Mr.  Davis],  who  led  off  in  this  di» 
cussion,  and  whose  speech  I  listened  to  witi)  i>. 
great  deal  of  interest— an  argument  as  well  gal 
up  and  made  on  that  aide  of  the  (question  as  I 
think  it  possible  for  ingenuity,  ability  and  lal 
ent,  united  with  eloquence,  to  present.  W^■■ 
rested  his  argument  mainly  on  toe  deolnon  oti 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Dred  SeoCt  caaa.- 
where  Judge  Tnney  says  that  the  word* 
"people  of  the  United  States,"  in  Um  Coosti 
tution,  are  synonymous  with  ■  cicikens."  Aftei 
reading  that  part  of  the  deji^ion,  the  gentl*- 
man  quoted  an  article  in  the  Constitution  wbick 
says  that  "theliouseoi  Ibepiesentatives  shall 
be  composed  of  membii'  >  chosen  every  second 

J  ear  by  the  people  of  U  d  several  states ;"  and 
is  argument  was,  thac  ns  the  Supreme  Court 
had  defined  that  the  a«rd  "people  "was  synon- 
vmouB,  in  the  CciiJtitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  '  citit^Tjt,"  therefore  members  of 
this  House  could  Ui  elected  by  none  but "  citi 
sens  of  the  United  Stales."  That  was  the  gen- 
tleman's arguine-it;  but  1  am  far  from  con- 
curring with  hiu)  in  it.  His  argument  reels 
upon  the  aiuubiption  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  l^.ates,  in  the  clause  qnot«d,  in- 
tended to  Jv&ne  the  class  of  voters  in  the  sev^ 
ral  statu,  and  to  limit  suffrage.    I  think  that 
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in  Virginia,  or  in  the  United  States,  except  the 
district  which  I  now  represent,  I  cannot,  of 
course,  give  my  colleague  any  personal  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  practice  at  elections  in 
other  diRtricts.  But  I  give  him  the  law  and  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  show 
him  that  these  constitutions  have  always  ad- 
mitted to  the  right  of  voting  citizens  of  the 
Cnnmon wealth  of  Virginia ;  and  I  point  him 
t^>  the  law  under  which  these  aliens  may  be 
admitted  to  citizenship  in  the  Commonwealth 
t»f  Virginia.  What  more  could  my  colleague 
reasonably  demand  ? 

I  have  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  suggest- 
ing to  my  colleague  that  however  strong  may 
be  his  objections,  (and  I  admit  their  force,) 
when  he  undertakes  to  exclude  a  state  from 
this  Union  because  of  the  exercise  of  a  right 
which  his  own  state  constantly  exercised  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Union  to  the  present  day, 
it  strikes  me  that  he  is  taking  a  position  not  in 
accordance  with  the  doctrine  or  state  rights, 
which  has  heretofore  been  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics. 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  will  do  no 
more  than  refer  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  assert  what  I  believe  to  be  the  right 
of  my  state — a  state  which,  though  she  has  not 
paid  as  much  about  state  rights  as  the  state  of 
Virginia,  will  stand  up  equally  firmly  in  re- 
sistance to  Federal  usurpation.  The  gentle- 
man says  that  the  powers  reserved  to  the  states 
are  enumerated  powers.  I  insist  that  those 
given  up  to  the  general  government  are  the 
cfwmfrated  powers,  and  all  others  are  ex- 
pressly reserved  and  retained.  It  cannot  be 
sustained  that  a  state  can  exercise  only  enu" 
merated  powers.  Sovereignty  includes  all 
power ;  and  such  part  of  a  state's  sovereignty 
only  as  she  has  contributed  to  the  national 
stock  is  lost  to  her.  If  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  shows  no  delegation  of 
authority  to  Congress  to  regulate  the  qualifica- 
tions of  electors  in  the  states,  it  cannot  be 
seriously  argued  that  Congress  can  exercise 
Huoh  right. 

I  want  the  gentleman  to  tell  me  where  such 
a  right  exists.  I  ask  him  to  show  me  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stiites,  if  he  can, 
where  any  stAte  of  this  Union  has  surrendered 
t^>  the  Federal  Government  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualificatlous  of  electors ;  for  such 
ought  to  be  hu  task.  Rut  I  will  take  the 
labour  on  myself,  and  save  the  gentleman  the 
trouble,  and  show  him  the  contrary  thereof. 
1  will  show  him  that,  bv  that  very  Constitu- 
tion, there  are  rocognisecl,  as  among  the  people 
«>f  the  United  States,  the  **pfr,pW*  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  also  "  citizens**  of  the  United 
Slates ;  and  it  is  not  asking  too  much  to  sup- 
pose that  those  who  made  the  Constitution, 
who  studied  it  f(>r  hours,  days,  weeks,  and 
months,  did  not  put  into  it  words  which  were 
not  well  studied  and  thought  over,  and  that 
they  had  not  as  much  intelligence,  and  did  not 
M  well  understand  the  meaning  and  bearing 
of  them,  as  ourselves. 


I  ask  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  verr 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  he  will 
find  that  the  Uouse  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  two 
years  by  the  people  of  the  several  states.  And 
must  the  electors  have  the  qualifications  of 
being  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  No :  they 
shall  only  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for 
electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
state  legislature.  That  is  to  say,  recognising 
that  eacli  state  will  have  a  legislature,  as  being 
the  republican  form  of  government,  whosoever 
you,  gentlemen,  who  govern  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  we,  who  help  to  govern  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  shall  consider  entitled  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Ueprcsentatives 
of  our  several  states,  may  vote  for  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uuited 
States.    There  are  no  words  of  exclusion  there. 

And  now,  if  the  gentleman  will  look  at  tlie 
next  section,  he  will  find  that  no  person  shall 
be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States — not  of  the 
state,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  of  the  United  States. 
Those  who  made  that  Constitution  recognised 
the  difference. 


Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  [May  11, 1858.] 
I  now  come  to  the  main  question  in  this  de- 
bate—-the  alien  suffrage  clause,  as  it  is  called, 
in  this  constitution.  1  have  said  that  it  was 
no  new  c^uestion.  It  is  a  grave  and  important 
one,  but  it  is  coeval  with  the  government.  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  there  was  any  subiect  which  was 
seriously  watched  and  guarded,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
al>ove  all  others,  it  was  that  the  Federal 
Government  should  not  touch  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  the  states.  The  question  of  who 
should  vote  in  the  several  states  was  left  for 
each  state  to  settle  for  itself.  And  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  say  for  myself  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  doctrine  of  state  rights  that  I 
would  defend  and  stand  by  longer,  and  fight 
for  harder,  than  that  which  denies  the  right 
of  the  Federal  Government,  bj  its  encroach- 
ments, to  interfere  with  the  right  of  suffrage 
in  my  state.  The  ballot-box — that  is  what 
each  state  must  guard  and  protect  for  itself — 
that  is  what  the  people  of  the  several  states 
never  delegated  to  this  government,  and  of 
course  it  was  expressly,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, reserved  to  the  people  of  the  states. 
Upon  the  subject  of  alien  suffrage,  alxmt  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  lately,  I  wish  in  tliis 
connection  to  give  a  brief  hist<^)ry.  I  state  U> 
this  House  that  the  principle  was  recogniseti 
by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  was  before 
the  government  was  formed. 

[Mr.  Stephens  after  referring  to  the  various 
acts  of  Congress  recof^nising  alien  suffrage 
which  have  l)een  previously  quoted  in  thb 
book,  continued,] 

Of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  who, 
in  some  form  or  other,  gave  the  principle  tlieir 
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naotion  either  in  the  territories  or  states,  may  f»n.  Hoiutoii,  Hanter,  John«m  of  Mtjyiand,  Johmon  ¥ 

ta  mentioned  Washington,  the  elder  Adam..  K'ft.£?°R'3i.."wSK:  SplSJ^SSniSSI^S: 

Jtffersoii,  Madison,  Jackson,  Polk,  Fillmore,  ney,  Wastoott,  and  Tniee-ss. 

mnA  Pi«n»«  "  Nat8<— Mesmra.  Allan,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bradlmry, 

^^  V                 •     t.       V               J     •     xi-«     J  1-  X  Clark,  Ooi^in.  DaTte  of  MaMachoiietta,  Diijton,  IMx,  DodgB, 

Beferenoe,  sir,  has  been  made  in  this  debate  reieh,  ntagvimid,  Onene,  Hale,  namiin/ Meteaib,  mSS^ 

to  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Calhoun  on  this  sub-  Nn«,  Undwwood,  Upbam,  and  Waikww-22.'' 

ject,  in  the  Senate,  in  1836,  on  the  act  provid-  ,,     ^  ,, 

ing  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  upon  which  Mr.  Calhoun  was  on  the  committee  which 
comments  have  been  made  by  several  gentle-  reported  this  provision,  and  he  does  not  appear 
men.  The  views  of  that  distinguished  states-  ^  havioff  objected  to  it.  And  though  he  may 
man  have  been  presented  as  authority  on  their  ^*^®  ™*"®  "^^^  speech  m  1836,  yet  it  is  equally 
aide.  I  have  simply  this  to  say  about  that  certain  and  true  that  twelve  years  aflerwardii 
speech:  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  Globe.  I  can-  *»?  ^^^^  ^^  ^e  v«fy  principle  he  had  pre- 
not  find  it  in  the  debates  of  the  day.  viously  opposed.  His  vote  for  the  principle  in 
♦Mr.  RiCAUD.  I  think  it  is  in  his  published  1^48,  m  my  opinion,  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
gp^echee.  ^^  speech  against  it  in  1836.  This  is,  there- 
Mr.  Stbphiks,  of  Georgia.  I  have  seen  it  ^'^'Sv^'-  Speaker,  no  new  question. 
in  his  published  works,  but  I  cannot  find  it  The  same  prmciple,  as  I  have  said,  was  in- 
in  the  published  reports  of  Congress.  It  is  con>o»ted  m  the  same  words,  I  think,  in  the 
stated  to  have  been  made  in  1836,  on  the  bill  ^»11  ^^  J^e  organisation  of  Washington  Terri- 
authoriaing  Michigan  to  form  a  constitution.  *o^  "\  l^^^,  and  m  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill 
Michigan  was  admitted  with  alien  suffrage  in  "*  J^?^***  ,  -  -,  r 
her  constitution,  on  the  3d  March,  1837 ;  and  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Mat- 
Mr.  Calhoun  does  not  appear  to  have  made  *f  abd]  put  this  question  to  some  gentleman  the 
any  objection  to  her  admission  on  that  ground,  other  day:  whether,  if  this  bill  should  pass. 


admitting _ 

ran  without  objection  to  the  alien  suffrage  under  Uiis  constitution,  has  first  to  Tpurat  Umr 

clause  in  her  constitution.    Still,  it  is  stated  f«?Ao/ Aw  aZ^aii«!  to  other  powers.  He  must 

that  this  speech  of  his  was  made  the  year  have  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citiien 

before,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  1  do  ^^  ^^  United  States,  and  sworn  to  support  the 

not  wish  to  be  understood  as  questioning  it.  Constitution  of  the  same.    This  is  the  oondi- 

That  was  on  Congress  conferring  the  right,  ^o^  precedent.    By  no  possibility,  therefore, 

He  did  not  raiHC  any  objection  to  the  admis-  could  an^ten  enemy  legaUy  vote  in  Minnesota, 
sion  of  the  state  as  far  as  I  can  find,  because       ^^^»  ^^'-  Speaker,  the  decision  of  the  8u- 

of  alien  suffrage  being  allowed  in  her  consti-  preme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  beet* 

tutioD.  ^^^^  ^°^  commented  on  by  the  gentleman  froik 

Agdn:  on   the  26th  of  July,   1848,   the  Maryland  FMr.  Davis],  who  led  off  in  this  dia 

«:iavton  compromise  bill  for  the  organization  cussion,  and  whose  speech  I  listened  to  witli  a, 

of  «rtain  territorial  governments  passed  the  great  deal  of  interestr-an  argument  as  well  got 

Senate.    The  fifth  section  of  the  act  provides—  "P  ^^  ™^«  ^n  that  side  of  the  question  as  I 

-That  every  free  white  male  inhabitant.  en\   un^KTiridi  eS^^ 

al»0Te  the  age  of  twenty^ne  years  who  shall  ^^^^^^  ^^^  argument  mainly  on  the  decliiion  oi. 

have  been  a  resident  of  said  Territory  at  the  .u^  Sanr«m«  Cnnrt.  in  thl  T^r^  SmLt  «^. 


^i-i    A-      "^  c      I  J    r  u  ij"^     — i  luiion,  are  synonymous  With  ••  citi^eiis."  Attei 

qn.lrfict.on  of  voters    and  of  holding  office.  ^^^^    ^^    J^  „f  tl,^  ^^i^j^,„  ^^^        j, 

■*  a^l  «ub«quent  elecuons    8hal    be  such  as  nian  quoted  an  article  in  the  Custitutionwbick 
w      be  prescr-hed  by  the  LcK.Hlat.vo  Assem-  ;\,^j  ..  ^^^  „„„,^  „,-  Up.esentativea  shall 

S^K  1^      d  '.  l'°         •"  r^i  "f  be  composed  of  memUi .  chosen  every  second 

V  !^  ^  r^    r  '•.'  I    ^f  ;««='f  ^  °n'y  by  bfZpeopUot  U^  several  stat/s;"  and 

,^L^}  I  ^T      S'f'«;;  »"d  those  wAo  fcu  argume^t^  tU.  as  the  Supreme  Court 

shall  hare  declared  on  oath  their  internum  to  k«^^Jfi,,^AU-.*TKL  ^^v^i  ««^.«i-»  ?»«,—  — «^« 

J _   .       J    1  f/  1       J  f  jt  J  naa  aelinea  tnat  the  <^ra  "  people    was  synon- 

5!^^^?'    ./w  •*""/• 'f/^VvJ^^*"  i„   y,,  Cr^^titutU  of  the  Suited 

wpor<  fie  pontUluUnn  oj  the  UnUed  Statea  gt^j^     ^^  "•oiti«.M,"  therefore  members  of 

Mdlhej^isioM  of  lh,3  a(^  this  House  could  U  elected  by  none  but  "oiti 

On  the  engrossment  of  th.8  b.ll,  the  vote  ,p„g„f  the  UniUd  States."    f  hat  was  the  gen- 

tleman's  argumejt;  but  I  am  far  from  con- 

T«..-M-«.  *:-^}^i-t*:'''tS::J^X''^\J^':,:  ourringwith  l.i«i  in  it.     His  argument  reew 


.....i..^   BriKbt,   Butler.  (^Ihtion,  Clajton.  Darls  .  w-  .         .l    ^  ^u     n "     a»^  x»  * 

ppi,  DieUnMD,  DongiM,  Dowas,  Fuuto,  lUuou-  upon  the  asjTiftiption  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  S'.ates,  in  the  clause  quoted,  in- 
tended to  i\;flue  the  class  of  voters  in  the  seve- 
•  Tbia  spetdi  wiu  bt  foand  on  p«g«  30  of  thia  work.        ral  Stat jj,  and  to  limit  suffrage.    I  think  that 
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it  will  take  me  but  a  moment,  by  recarring  to 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  comparing 
it  with  others,  to  show  that  the  object  of  that 
clause  was  simply  to  point  out  the  mode  of  the 
flection  of  the  members  of  this  House  in  con- 
tradistinction from  the  mode  of  electing  Sena- 
tors, and  not  the  class  of  voters.  The  House 
was  to  be  elected  by  the  people  by  a  popular 
vote,  by  the  masses ;  while  the  Senate  was  to 
be  elected  by  the  State  Legislatures.  That  is 
all  that  is  meant  in  that  clause.  The  Consti- 
tution is  in  these  words : 

"The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  chosen  every  second 
year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States," — 

There  the  gentleman  stopped.  What  follows  ? 

— "  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture." 

There,  cou[)led  with  what  the  gentleman 
read,  is  the  right  which  I  say  that  the  people 
insisted  upon  beyond  all  others — the  reserved 
right  that  the  General  Government  should 
never  interfere  with  suffrage  in  the  States ;  not 
even  for  members  of  this  House.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  words  he  read,  sir,  without  a 
semicolon  separating  them,  is  the  express  decla- 
ration that  the  states  shall  fix  the  qualification 
of  electors  or  voters.  Who  shall  say  to  each 
state  in  this  particular,  thus  far  mayest  thou 
go,  and  no  further?  Who  shall  say  to  the 
sovereignties  whore  they  shall  stop?  The 
stat'Os,  over  this  subject,  have  never  parted 
with  any  of  their  sovereignty.  It  is  their  right, 
therefore,  to  fix  the  qualifications  of  voters  un- 
restrictedly and  absolutely.  If  they  say  an 
alien  may  vote,  it  is  their  right  to  do  so. 

The  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  which 
I  referred,  showing  what  was  meant  in  the  first 
part  of  the  one  read  by  the  gentleman,  is  in 
these  words : 

"  The  Senate  of 'the  United  States  shall  be 
composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
ohosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof." 

The  first  clause  the  gentleman  read  the  other 
day  refers  simplv,  as  it  clearly  appears,  to  the 
manner  of  the  election,  the  mode  of  the  elec- 
tion, the  constituency  of  those  elected — ^to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  constituency  of  the 
Senators.  The  one  was  to  be  the  people,  oon- 
tra-distinguished  from  the  legislatures  of  the 
states;  this  was  one  of  the  points  of  difficulty 
in  forming  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  was 
finally  determined  that  the  House  should  repre- 
sent the  people,  and  the  Senate  sitould  repre- 
(jent  the  states. 

I  will  refer  briefly  to  the  same  authority  on 
that  point.  I  read  from  Yates's  Minutes  of 
the  Debates  in  the  Federal  Convention,  the 
fourth  resolve : 

"  That  the  members  of  the  first  branch  of 
the  national  Legislature  oueht  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  was  op- 
posed ;  and,  strange  to  tell,  by  Massachusetts 


and  Connecticut,  who  supposed  they  ought  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Legislatures ;  and  Virginia 
supported  the  resolve,  alleging  that  this  ought 
to  be  the  democratic  branch  of  the  govern-^ 
ment,  and,  as  such,  immediately  vested  in  the 
people." 

Again,  Mr.  Pinckney  moved : 

"  That  the  members  of  the  first  branch  (that 
is,  this  House,)  be  appointed  In  such  manner 
as  the  several  State  legislatures  shall  direct" 

Mr.  Madison  said : 

**  I  oppose  the  motion." 

Mr.  Mason  said : 

*'  I  am  for  preserving  inviolably  the  demo- 
cratic branch  of  the  gvivemment.  True,  we 
have  found  inoimveniences  from  pure  demo- 
cracies ;  but  if  we  mean  to  preserve  peace  and 
real  freedom,  they  must  necessarily  neoome  a 
component  part  of  a  national  government. 
Change  this  necessary  principle,  and  if  the 
government  proceeds  to  taxation  the  States 
will  oppose  your  power." 

The  idea  that  prevailed  at  the  formation  of 
our  constitution  was,  that  representation  and 
taxation  should  go  together.  It  was  mainly 
upon  that  ground  that  the  men  of  that  day  went 
to  the  war  with  the  mother  country ;  it  was 
because  the  colonies  were  taxed  and  not  allowed 
representation ;  and  if  you  trace  the  history 
of  this  government  down,  you  will  find  this 
great  American  idea  running  throughout — 
that  taxation  and  representation  should  go  to- 
gether. Whoever  pays  taxes  should  vote — that 
is  the  idea. 

Great  confusion  seems  to  exist  in  the  minds 
of  gentlemen  from  the  association  of  the  words 
citizen  and  suffrage.  Some  seem  to  think  that 
rights  of  citizenship  and  rights  of  suffrage 
necessarily  go  together ;  that  one  is  dependent 
upon  the  other.  There  never  was  a  greater 
mistake.  Suffrage,  or  the  right  to  vote,  is  the 
creature  of  law.  There  are  citizens  in  every 
state  of  this  Union,  I  doubt  not,  who  are  not 
enUtled  to  vote.  So,  in  several  of  the  states 
there  are  persons  who  by  law  are  entitled  to 
vote,  though  they  be  not  citizens.  If  there  be 
citizens  wlio  cannot  vote,  why  may  there  not 
be  individuals,  who  are  not  citizens,  who  may 
nevertheless  be  allowed  to  vote,  if  the  soven^ign 
will  of  the  state  shall  k>  determine?  In  all 
the  states  nearly  there  ai^  other  qnalificatitms 
for  voting,  even  with  the  n.itive-bom,  besides 
citizenship.  Residence  for  a  certain  Icngtli  of 
time.  Virginia,  for  instahce,  requires  of  all 
citizens  of  other  states,  native-born  citizens  of 
Maryland  or  North  Carr>lina,  a  certain  term 
of  residence.  They  shall  not  vote  in  Virginia 
unless  they  have  been  there  twe/ve  months.  In 
Alabama,  I  think,  the  provisitm  is  the  same. 

Why,  sir,  in  ,my  own  state,  where  we  have 
universal  suffrage,  as  it  is  called,  no  man  can 
vote  unless  ho  has  paid  his  taxes,  and  resided 
in  the  cuuntv  six  months.  There  are  thousands 
of  citizens  m  Georgia,  and  I  suppose  in  every 
other  state,  who  are  not  ci titled  to  the  right 
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^  floftra^  under  nar  constitution  and  laws,  and  could  not,  by  state  laws,  incorporated  into 

Citiienship  and  suffrage  bj  no  means  go  toge-  that  body-politic.     But  now  mark  what  imme- 

ther  in  all  cases.     M^  time  will  not  allow  me  diately  follows  that  part  of  his  decision : 
to  ealftrge  on  that  idea.    I  will  only  refer 


u^^a. .::.-    i.      u  *  -1  •    xu    fr  J      1       "  In  discussing  this  question,  we  must  not 

^^JL^    *^k'"'*J1  Ti  "'**'l*       .  "^^   confound  the  rfghts  o^  citizenship  which  a 
t^Zf^^Z  Z!^l  1  ■Ik  '  "f '.'"•*«''«»  '•^'"-  state  may  confer  within  its  own  limfts,  and  the 

s^^trr4rn^?th?rrwi'hete  "«^^ 

fuarded  by  the  state-right«  men.    Gouvcrneur  Here  is  the  distinction.    By  naturalization, 

lurris  had  proposed  to  restrain  the  right  of  Congress  can  confer  citizenship   throu;;hout 

miffrage  to  freeholders.     This  gave  rise  to  a  the  Union.    What  are  the  rights  created  by 

lung  debate.     Mr.  Ellsworth  said :  that  ?     Three  in  all.     The  right  to  hold  land 

The  qualification  of  electors  stood  on  the   !«  «"«,;  ^^^  ^'^}\^  »°1  j^  *^f  F^^.f  ^^  ^^'"^'^ 

t  proper  fo<»ting.    The  right  of  suffrage   |?«^n»ther;  and  the  right  to  claim  the  protec- 

-_  a  tender  point,  and  strongly  guarded  by   tion  of  this  ^vernment,  or  the  right  of  piws- 

moat  of  the  sUite  constitutions.^  lUhe  peopfc   f"^*  ^^F^??'  [«  *^«  "l^^r.v?^^!?^?*®  T  f "  ""k 
will  not  readily  subscribe  to  the  national  cin-   ^^^  "S^^  throughout  the  Union ;  but  each 

atitation  if  it  should  subject  them  to  be  dis-  ?J**t   !E°?^  '^"^^'^  r^^""  "^'^^'^  ^^\    "?  i?: 

fxmiiehiwsd.    The  states  aJe  the  best  judges  of  Each  stae  may  confer  upon  an  alien  the  right 

the  eireumstances  and  temper  of  thei?  own  to  hold  lands.    No  man  can  question  that; 

p^^jpjg  *>  '^  but  if  Indiana  or  Georgia  confers  this  right 

^^^   '.     ,  ,_        ,  _         ,     ^r  ,.  »^poD  an  alien,  he  cannot  go  into  South  Caro- 

Again,  he  says,  (I  read  from  the  Madison  ij^a  ^nd  hold  land  there  by  virtue  of  that.    If 

Fapers) :  Jjq  ^^j.^  naturalized  he  could.    So  each  state 

'*  Ought  not  every  man  who  pays  a  tax  to  may  give  the  right  to  an  alien  to  sue  in  its 

Tote  fur  the  representative  who  is  to  levy  and  own  courts ;  but,  therefore,  he  does  not  acquire 

dispose  of  his  money  ?    Taxation  and  repre-  a  right  to  sue  in  any  other  state  court  or  the 

•entation  ought  to  go  together."  Federal  courts.    Each  state  may  guaranty  her 

I  barely  refer  to  this  to  show  that  I  am  sus-  Protection  within  her  limits,  but  not  through- 

tained  in  my  view  by  the  highest  authority,  ^"t  the  Union.    She  cannot  pledge  the  proteo- 

This  subject  of  die  qualification  of  electors,  t>on  of  the  common  government. 
and  who  should  determine  it,  was  mooted  at       ^"t  the  court  goes  right  on  with  this  lan- 

the  settlement  of  the  government ;  and  it  was  fi^^ge : 

left  to  the  state  legislatures,  under  state  con-       .i  jt  does  not  by  any  means  follow,  because 

stitutions.  ,      .    .  .  be  has  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen 

>ow,  sir,  a  few  moments  on  the  decision  of  of  a  Btate,  that  he  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 

the    Supreme  Court  of   the   United    States,  ted  States.     He  may  have  all  the  rights  and 

Judge  Tanev,  in  my  judgment,  fully  confirms  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  a  state,  and  yet  not 

everything  I  have  said.     He  says :  [,e  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 

"  The  words  *  people  of  the  United  States,*  citizen  in  any  other  state ;  for,  previous  to  the 

and  'citizens,'  are   synonymous   terms,  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the   United 

mean  the  same  thing.     They  both  describe  the  States,  every  state  had  the  undoubted  right  to 

political  body,  who,  according  to  our  republi-  confer  on  wnomsoever  it  pleased  the  character 

can  institutions,  furm  the  sovereignty,  and  who  of  citizen,  and  to  endow  him  with  all  its  rights ; 

hold  the  power  and  conduct  the  government  but  this  character,  of  course,  was  confined  to 

through  their  repreHontatives.    They  are  what  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  and  gave  him  no 

are  familiarly  called  the  sovereign  people ;  and  rights  or  privileges  in  other  states  beyond  those 

every  citizen  is  one  of  this  people,  and  a  con-  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 

stitnent  member  of  this  sovereignty.  Theques-  comity  of  states.     Nor  have  the  several  states 

tion  before  us  is,  whether  the  class  of  persons  surrendered  the  power    of  conferring  these 

described  in  the  plea  in  abatement  [Dred  Scott  rights  and  privileges  by  adopting  the  Consti- 

was  a  negro]  compose  a  portion  of  this  people,  tution  of  the  United  States.     Each  state  ma^' 

and  are  constituent  members  of  this  sovereign-  still  confer  them  upon  an  alien,  or  any  one  it 

ty.    We  think  they  are  not ;  and  were  not  in-  thinks  proper,  or  u[»on  any  class  or  description 

tended  to  be  included  under  the  word 'citizens'  of  persons;  yet  he  wouM  not  be  a  citizen  in 

in  tbeoonstitution,  and  can  therefore  claim  none  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used  in  the 

of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  that  instru-  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  entitled 

meat  provides  for,  and  secures  to  citizens  of  to  sue  as  such  in  one  of  its  courts,  nor  to  the 

the  United  States."  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen  in  the 

It  was  the  first  words  of  this  clause  of  the  °**'*"t!f''-  '^.''"/^'''f  ^'j'*''' l^ffr"!.!'!!^™;! 

decision  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  relied  7»1'^„  ^  w^tncted  to  the  state  which  gave 

on,  but  he  did  not  pursue  the  argument  far  tnem. 

enough.  I  ask,  then,  if  the  constitution  of  Minne* 

The  object  of  the  Chief  Justice  was  to  show  sota,  according  to  this  Dred  Scott  decision,  has. 

that  persons  of  the  African  race  descended  an  iota,  or  a  single  clause  in  it,  so  far  as  alien 

frwm   those  who  were  bought  and    sold   a««  suffrage   is   concerned,   which   Chief  Justice 

slaves,  were  not  in  the  original  body-politic,  Taney  lias  not  said  she  has  a  right  uudet  \h.V 
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H  will  take  me  but  a  moment,  by  recarring  to 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  comparing 
it  with  others,  to  show  that  the  objeot  of  that 
clause  was  simply  to  point  out  the  mode  of  the 
flection  of  the  members  of  this  House  in  con- 
tradistinction from  the  mode  of  electing  Sena- 
tors, and  not  the  class  of  voters.  The  Ilouse 
was  to  be  elected  by  the  people  by  a  popular 
vote,  by  the  masses ;  while  the  Senate  was  to 
be  elected  by  the  State  Legislatures.  That  is 
all  that  is  meant  in  that  clause.  The  Consti- 
tution is  in  these  words : 

'*The  House  of  Reprosentatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  chosen  every  second 
year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States," — 

There  the  gentleman  stopped.  What  follows  ? 

— **  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture." 

There,  coupled  with  what  the  gentleman 
read,  is  the  right  which  I  say  that  the  people 
insisted  upon  beyond  all  others — the  reserved 
right  that  the  General  Government  should 
never  interfere  with  suffrage  in  the  States ;  not 
even  for  members  of  this  House.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  words  he  read,  sir,  without  a 
semicolon  separating  them,  is  the  express  decla- 
ration that  the  states  shall  fix  the  qualification 
of  electors  or  voters.  Who  shall  say  to  each 
state  in  this  particular,  thus  far  mayest  thou 
go,  and  no  further?  Who  shall  say  to  the 
sovereignties  whore  they  shall  stop?  The 
states,  over  this  subject,  have  never  parted 
with  any  of  their  sovereignty.  It  is  their  right, 
therefore,  to  fix  the  qualifications  of  voters  un- 
restrictedly and  absolutely.  If  they  say  an 
alien  may  vote,  it  is  their  right  to  do  so. 

The  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  which 
I  referred,  showing  what  was  meant  in  the  first 
part  of  the  one  read  by  the  gentleman,  is  in 
these  words : 

"The  Senate  of 'the  United  States  shall  be 
composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof." 

The  first  clause  the  gentleman  read  the  other 
day  refers  simply,  as  it  clearly  appears,  to  the 
manner  of  the  election,  the  mode  of  the  elec- 
tion, the  constituency  of  those  elected — ^to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  constituency  of  the 
Senators.  The  one  was  to  be  the  people,  con- 
trardistinguished  from  the  legislatures  of  the 
states ;  this  was  one  of  the  points  of  difficulty 
in  forming  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  was 
finally  determined  that  the  House  should  repre- 
sent the  people,  and  the  Senate  sitould  repre- 
(jent  the  states. 

I  will  refer  briefly  to  the  same  authority  on 
that  point.  I  read  from  Yates's  Minutes  of 
the  Debates  in  the  Federal  Convention,  the 
fourth  resolve : 

"  That  the  members  of  the  first  branch  of 
tho  national  Legislature  ought  to  bo  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  was  op- 
posed ;  and,  strange  to  tell,  by  Massachusetts 


and  Connecticut,  who  supposed  they  ought  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Legislatures ;  and  Virginia 
supported  the  resolve,  alleging  that  this  ought 
to  be  the  democratic  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, and,  as  such,  immediately  vested  in  tho 
people." 

Again,  Mr.  Pinckney  moved : 

"  That  the  members  of  the  first  branch  (that 
is,  this  House,)  be  appointed  In  such  manner 
as  the  several  State  legislatures  shall  direct" 

Mr.  Madison  said : 

"  I  oppose  the  motion." 

Mr.  Mason  said : 

•*  I  am  for  preserving  inviolably  the  demo- 
cratic branch  of  the  government.  True,  we 
have  found  inconveniences  from  pure  demo- 
cracies ;  but  if  wo  mean  to  preserve  peace  and 
real  freedom,  they  must  necessarily  necome  a 
component  part  of  a  national  government. 
Change  this  necessary  principle,  and  if  the 
government  proceeds  to  taxation  the  States 
will  oppose  your  power." 

The  idea  that  prevailed  at  the  formation  of 
our  constitution  was,  that  representation  and 
taxation  should  go  together.  It  was  mainly 
upon  that  ground  that  the  men  of  that  day  went 
to  the  war  with  the  mother  country ;  it  was 
because  thecolonies  were  taxed  and  not  allowed 
representation ;  and  if  you  trace  the  history 
of  this  government  down,  you  will  find  this 
great  American  idea  running  throughout — 
that  taxation  and  representation  should  go  to- 
gether. Whoever  pays  taxes  should  vote — that 
is  the  idea. 

Great  confusion  seems  to  exist  in  the  minds 
of  j^entlemen  from  the  association  of  the  words 
citizen  and  suffrage.  Some  seem  to  think  that 
rights  of  citizenship  and  rights  of  suffrage 
necessarily  go  together ;  that  one  is  dependent 
upon  the  other.  There  never  was  a  greater 
mistake.  Suffrage,  or  the  right  to  vote,  is  the 
creature  of  law.  There  are  citizens  in  every 
state  of  this  Union,  I  doubt  not,  who  are  not 
enUtled  to  vote.  So,  in  several  of  the  states 
there  are  persons  who  by  law  are  entitled  to 
vote,  though  they  be  not  citizens.  If  there  be 
citizens  who  cannot  vote,  why  may  there  not 
be  individuals,  who  are  not  citizens,  who  may 
neverthelc-^s  be  allowed  to  vote,  if  the  suvert'ign 
will  of  the  state  shall  t^o  determine?  In  all 
the  states  nearly  there  ar^  other  qualifications 
for  voting,  eveu  with  the  n.itive-horn,  besides 
citizenship.  Residence  for  a  certain  length  of 
time.  Virginia,  fi)r  instahce,  requires  of  all 
citizens  of  other  states,  native-born  citizens  of 
Maryland  or  North  Carolina,  a  certain  term 
of  residence.  They  shall  not  vote  in  Virginia 
unless  they  have  been  there  twe/ve  months.  In 
Alabama,  I  think,  the  provision  is  the  s;vme. 

Why,  sir,  in  ,my  own  state,  where  we  have 
universal  suffrage,  as  it  is  called,  no  man  can 
vote  unless  ho  has  paid  his  taxes,  and  resided 
in  tho  cuuntv  six  months.  There  are  thousands 
of  citizens  m  Georgia,  and  I  sunjwsc  in  every 
other  state,  who  are  not  cti titled  to  the  riglit 
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^  floftra^  under  nar  constitution  and  laws,  and  could  not,  by  state  laws,  incorporated  into 

Citixensliip  and  suffi'age  bj  no  means  go  toge-  that  body-politic.    But  now  mark  what  imme- 

ther  in  all  cases.     M^  time  wilt  not  allow  me  diately  follows  that  part  of  his  decision : 

J^^!*r^-  "^  *!!'  »"^'*-    ^- 1''-'"*^'^  T**"*!  "  In  discussing  this  qnestion,  we  must  not 

^!?I»!S^"  ^kT  *\^1  said  in  the  federal  ^„f„„„j  j^^  ,f  hj,  ohitizenship  which  a 

^rfh«  ^  .1            -11    ''^'.•'«  •*''•*«  '•^'"-  state  may  confer  within  its  own  limfts,  and  the 

Sl'^Ji.lT^      •  7«' ,*•'«?"*«''<"  °f  •"**'5«i  rights  of  citizenship  as  a  member  of  the  Union." 

showine  how  vigilantly  this  was  watched  and  *                      ... 

euanied  by  the  state-rights  men.    Gouvcrneur  Here  is  the  distinction.    By  naturalization, 

Murris  had  proposed  to  restrain  the  right  of  Congress  can  confer  citizenship   throu;;h(>ut 

pafTrage  to  freeholders.     This  gave  rise  to  a  the  Union.    What  are  the  rights  created  by 

long  debate.    Mr.  Ellsworth  said:  that?     Three  in  all.     The  right  to  hold  land 

"The  qualification  of  electors  stood  on  the  !«  ^"^j,  ^^«  "^J^*  *^  «?ti^  *^f  F^^.f  **  ^""^"^ 

most  proper  fo<»ting.    The  right  of  suffrage  [?  another  I  and  the  right  to  claim  the  protec- 

wa«  a  ten^der  point,  and  strongly  guarded  by  ^^^'^^  ""{^^'^  p)Yemment,  or  the  nght  of  pa**- 

most  of  the  state  constitutions.^  ^he  peopli  P^^*  ^^P??'  1«*^^  ''^''I'.i^V^^''  T  T    ""l 

wUl  not  readily  suWribe  to  the  national  cin-  *^«f  "^^^  throughout  the  Union ;  but  each 

•titotion  if  it  should  subject  them  to  be  dis-  !f**?    ™y  confer  them  withm    her  limits 

frmochised.    The  states  are  the  best  judges  of  Each  stae  may  confer  upon  an  alien  the  right 

the  circumsUnces  and  temper  of  thei?  own  ^^  ,^?i^,  >??*^«-    No  man  can  question  that; 

p^^jplg  r9                                 ^  but  if  Indiana  or  Georgia  confers  this  right 

^^^   \                                           ,     >,  ,.  vLiao^  an  alien,  he  cannot  go  into  South  Caro- 

Again,  he  says,  (I  read  from  the  Madison  ^^^  ^nd  hold  land  there  by  virtue  of  that.    If 

Fapers) :  jj^  were  naturalized  he  could.    So  each  state 

'*  Ongbt  not  every  man  who  pays  a  tax  to  may  give  the  right  to  an  alien  to  sue  in  its 

Tote  for  the  representative  who  is  to  levy  and  own  courts ;  but,  therefore,  he  does  not  acquire 

dispoee  of  his  money  ?    Taxation  and  repre-  a  right  to  sue  in  any  other  state  court  or  the 

•etitatkm  ought  to  go  together."  Federal  courts.    Each  state  may  guaranty  her 

I  barely  refer  to  this  to  show  that  I  am  sus-  Protection  within  her  limits,  but  not  through- 

tained  in  my  view  by  the  highest  authority.  <>"*  ^^e  Union.     She  cannot  pledge  the  proteo- 

This  subject  of  Uie  qualification  of  electors,  t>o^  ^f  the  common  government. 

and  who  should  determine  it,  was  mooted  at  ^"^  the  court  goes  right  on  with  this  Ian- 

the  settlement  of  the  government ;  and  it  was  g^^S®  • 

left  to  the  state  legislatures,  under  state  con-  « it  does  not  by  any  means  follow,  l)ecau8e 

stitutions.                                     ,      ,    .  .         -  he  has  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen 

^ow,  sir,  a  few  moments  on  the  decision  of  of  ^  ^tate.  that  he  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 

the    Supreme  Court  of   the   United    States,  ted  States.     He  may  have  all  the  rights  and 

Judge  Tanev.  in  my  judgment,  fully  confirms  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  a  state,  and  yet  not 

everything  I  have  said.     He  says:  l^e  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 

"  The  words  *  people  of  the  United  States,'  citizen  in  any  other  state ;  for,  previous  to  the 

and  'citizens,'  are   synonymous   terms,  and  adoption   of  the  Constitution  of  the   United 

mean  the  same  thing.     They  both  describe  the  States,  every  state  had  the  undoubted  right  to 

}K>litical  body,  who,  according  to  our  republi-  confer  on  whomsoever  it  pleased  the  character 

can  institutions,  form  the  sovereignty,  and  who  of  citizen,  and  to  endow  him  with  all  its  rights ; 

hold  the  power  and  c^>nduct  the  government  but  this  character,  of  course,  was  confined  to 

through  their  representatives.    They  are  what  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  and  gave  him  no 

are  familiarly  called  the  sovereign  people ;  and  rights  or  privileges  in  other  states  beyond  those 

every  citizen  is  one  of  this  people,  and  a  con-  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 

stituent  member  of  this  sovereignty.  Theques-  comity  of  states.     Nor  have  the  several  states 

tion  before  us  is,  whether  the  cla-ns  of  persons  surrendered   the  power    of  conferring  these 

described  in  the  plea  in  abatement  |Dred  Scott  rights  and  privileges  by  adopting  the  Consti- 

was  a  negro]  compose  a  portion  of  this  people,  tution  of  the  United  States.     Each  state  majr 

and  are  constituent  members  of  this  sovereign-  still  confer  them  upon  an  alien,  or  any  one  it 

ty.    We  think  they  are  not ;  and  were  not  in-  thinks  proper,  or  upon  any  class  or  description 

tended  to  be  included  under  the  word 'citizens'  of  persons;  yet  he  would  not  be  a  citizen  in 

in  theoonstitution,  and  can  therefore  claim  none  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used  in  the 

of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  that  instm-  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  entitled 

meot  |)royides  for,  and  secures  to  citizens  of  to  sue  as  such  in  one  of  its  courts,  nor  to  the 

the  United  States."  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen  in  the 

It  was  the  first  words  of  this  clause  of  the  otherstates.  Thorights  which  he  would  a^Kjin^ 

decision  the  eenUeman  from  Maryland  relied  T""'"*,,  ^  "^t"*'*"!  ^  "'«  »*"'«  ^'»'<=»'  g*'* 

on,  bnt  he  did  not  pursue  the  argument  far  *^®™' 

enough.  I  ask,  then,  if  the  constitution  of  Minne- 

The  object  of  the  Chief  Justice  was  to  show  sota,  according  to  this  Dred  Scott  decision,  has. 

that  persons  of  the  African  race  descended  an  iota,  or  a  single  clause  in  it,  so  far  as  alien 

from   those  who  were  b<juglit  and    sold   as  suffrage   is   concerned,   which   Chief  Justice 

sieves,  were  not  in  the  original  body-politic,  Taney  has  not  said  she  has  a  right  uudet  Xhc* 
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Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  put  in  it? 
This  is  a  right  none  of  the  states  nave  ever 
surrendered.  Every  state  in  tliis  Union  has 
the  right  of  fixine  the  status  of  all  its  consti- 
tuent elements  aosolutelj,  as  each  state  may 
determine  for  itself,  and  also  the  right  of  de- 
termining who  may  and  who  may  not  vote  at 
elections  for  public  officers  under  her  autho- 
rity. What  part  of  the  constitution  of  Min- 
nesota, then,  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  ?  Why,  then,  should 
she  not  be  admitted  ? 

Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  consti- 
tution of  Illinois  has  such  a  clause.  Is  not 
she  an  equal  in  this  Union  ?  Why  not  rule 
her  out?  Indiana  has  such  a  clause.  Why 
not  rule  her  out  ?  Michiean  has  such  a  clause. 
Why  not  rule  her  out?  Wisconsin  has  such  a 
clause.  I  have  the  Journal  here.  When  Wis- 
consin was  admitted,  in  1848,  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  in  his  seat  and  he  did  not  even  call  the 
yeas  aiid  nays  on  it.  And  yet  we  are  told 
that  this  is  a  great  and  dangerous  example  we 
are  setting,  if  we  admit  Minnesota  on  an  eoual 
footing  with  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  all  of  the  states.  Deprive  her  of 
this  ffreat  right,  would  she  be  their  equal  ? 
Are  Illinois  and  South  Carolina  now  equal  ? 
Are  Indiana  and  Massachusetts  now  equal? 
Why,  then,  if  you  denj  Minnesota  the  power 
that  Illinois  and  Indiana  have,  will  sue  be 
equal  to  them  ?  Things  equal  to  one  another 
are  equal  to  each  other.  If  those  in  the  Union 
now  are  equal,  will  not  Minnesota  be  unequal 
if  you  deprive  her  of  this  right  ?  If  you  put 
upon  her  a  condition  you  have  never  put  upon 
these  others,  will  not  you  make  her  unequid  ? 
and  if  you  brin^  her  in,  would  she  be  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  her  sister  states  ?  If  she 
oonfers  suffrage  upon  those  bom  abroad,  who 
purge  themselves  of  their  foreign  allegiance 
and  swear  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  she  has  the  right  to  do  so.  Any 
state  in  the  Union  now  has  the  same  right,  if 
any  see  fit  to  exercise  it.  The  several  states 
cannot  confer  citizenship  of  the  United  States 
upon  any  body  or  class  of  persons ;  but  every 
state,  in  her  sovereign  capacity,  has  a  right  to 
say  who  shall  vote  at  elections  in  that  state. 
Let  us,  then,  drop  this  objection ;  let  us  admit 
Minnesota,  and  let  her  come  in  clothed  vnth 
all  the  sovereignty  that  the  other  states  possess. 


Alien  and  Sedition  Laws* 

An  Act  concernino  Aliens. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
at  any  time  durine  the  oontinuance  of  this 
act,  to  ord^r  all  sucn  aliens  as  he  shall  iudgo 
dangerous  to  the  neace  and  safety  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  nave  reasonable  grounds  to 
inspect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
iecret  machinations  against  the  ^vemment 
thereof,  to  depart  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States^  within  such  time  as  shall  be 
txpressed  in  such  order ;  which  order  shall  be 
jMrwed  OD  raoh  alien  by  deliToring  him  a  oopy 


thereof,  or  leaimig  the  same  at  his  usual  abode, 
and  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  marsHal  or  other  person  to  whom 
the  same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any 
alien,  so  ordered  to  deport,  shall  be  found  at 
lar^  vrithin  the  Unitea  States,  after  the  time 
limited  in  such  order  for  his  departure,  and 
not  having  obtained  a  license  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  reside  therein,  or,  having  obtained 
such  license,  shall  not  have  conformed  thereto, 
every  such  alien  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceedinj;  three 
years,  and  shall  never  after  be  admitted  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States :  Pro- 
vided always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
if  any  alien,  so  ordered  to  depart,  shall  prove, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President,  by  evi- 
dence to  be  taken  before  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  President  shall  direct,  who  are  for 
that  purpose  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
oaths,  that  no  injury  or  danecr  to  the  United 
States  shall  arise  from  suffering  such  alien 
to  reside  therein,  the  President  ma;^  grant  a 
license  to  such  alien  to  remun  within  the 
United  States,  for  such  time  as  he  shall  judge 
proper,  and  at  such  place  as  he  shall  designate. 
And  the  President  may  also  require  of  such 
alien  to  enter  into  a  bond  to  the  United  States, 
in  such  penal  sum  as  ho  may  direct,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  person  authorized  by  the  President  to 
take  the  same,  conditioned  for  the  eood  be- 
havior of  such  alien  during  his  residence  in 
the  United  States,  and  not  violating  his  license, 
which  license  the  President  may  revoke  when- 
ever he  shall  think  proper. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  U> 
order  to  be  removed  out  of  the  territory  thereof 
any  alien  who  may  or  shall  be  in  prison  in 
pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  to  cause  to  be  ar- 
rested, and  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  such 
of  those  aliens  as  shall  have  been  ordered  to 
depart  therefrom,  and  shall  not  have  obtained 
a  license  as  aforesaid,  in  all  cases  where,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  safety 
requires  a  speedy  removal.  And  if  any  alien, 
so  removed  or  sent  out  of  the  United  States 
by  the  President,  shall  voluntarily  return 
thereto,  unless  by  permission  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  such  alien,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned  so  long  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  safety  may 
require. 

sec.  3.  That  every  master  or  commander  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  come  into  any 
port  of  the  United  States  after  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  shall,  immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival, make  report,  in  writing,  to  the  collector 
or  other  chief^  officer  of  the  customs  of  such 
port,  of  all  aliens,  if  any,  on  board  his  vessel, 
specifying  their  names,  ace,  the  place  of  na* 
tivity,  the  country  from  which  they  shall  hays 
come,  the  nation  to  which  they  belong  and 
owe  allegiance,  their  occupation,  and  a  de- 
scription of  their  persons,  as  far  as  he  shall 
be  informed  thereof;  and,  on  failoret  eveiy 
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wmc\k  roaster  and  commander  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  three  handred  dollars ;  for  the  payment 
where«>i^  on  default  of  such  master  or  com- 
mander, saeh  Tessel  shall  also  be  holden,  and 
may,  by  such  collector  or  other  officer  of  the 
eoatoma,  be  detained.  And  it  shall  be  the 
daty  of  such  collector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
customs,  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  office  of 
the  Department  of  State  true  copies  of  all 
roch  retama. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States  shall,  respectively,  have 
ooipisanoe  of  all  crimes  and  offences  aeainst 
this  act.  And  all  marshals  and  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  are  required  to  execute 
all  precepts  and  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  issued  in  pursuance  or  by  virtue 
of  this  act. 

Sec  5.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  alieii 
who  may  be  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  take 
with  him  such  part  of  his  goods,  chattels,  or 
other  property,  as  he  may  find  convenient; 
and  all  property  left  in  the  United  States,  by 
any  alien  who  may  be  removed  as  aforesaid:, 
shall  be  and  remain  subject  to  his  order  and 
dispoeaU  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

Sec.  6.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be 
in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years 
from  the  passing  thereof. 

[Approved :  June  25,  1798.] 

The  legislative  history  of  the  above  act  is 
this:— 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1798,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  liillhouse,  a  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  offered  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  what  provision  of  law 
ought  to  be  made,  &c.,  aa  to  the  removal  of 
such  aliens  as  may  be  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  the  country,  4c.  Tliis  resolution  was 
adopted  the  next  day,  and  Messrs.  Livermore 
of  N.  IL,  liillhouse' of  Conn.,  Read  of  S.  C, 
Sedgewick  of  Mass.,  and  Lawrence  of  N.  Y., 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1798,  Mr.  Livermore, 
from  said  committee,  reported  a  bill  concern- 
ing aliens.  It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  8th 
of  June.  1798,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : — 

TkjUI  — M»^«r«.  Rlnirbani  of  Va.,  Chfpman  of  Vt^  ClAjton 
of  IVL.  Fftntfr  n{  K.  I.,  Oooilhn**  of  Maim..  IliUboitiie  Of  Conn.. 
lAtim«r  of  IM..  iMWT^we  of  N.  T..  LiTennore  of  N.  II., 
IJa>4  of  Md.,  Martin  of  N.  C.  North  of  N.  Y.,  I^ne  of  Vt., 
RcmI  of  S.  r..  Stork  Con  of  N.  J.,  and  Tracy  of  Oonn/— 16. 

Nat*.— M'aar*.  And^raon  of  Tenn..  Blood  worth  of  N.  C. 
RrovB  of  Kj..  Marabnll  of  Ky.,  >laaon  of  Va.,  Tattnal  of 
Ite.,  sod  TaMvcU  of  Va.— 7. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  Senate  bill 
passed  that  body,  a  bill  to  the  same  effect  was 
reported  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Sewall  of  Mass., 
from  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
BMTce,  tc.  Both  it  and  the  Senate  bill  were 
debated  in  the  House.  Messrs.  Gallatin  of 
Pk..  Baldwin  of  Geo.,  Williams  of  N.  C, 


Livingston  of  N.  Y.,  McDowell  of  N.  0.,  J. 
Smith  of  Md.,  spoke  against  the  principle 
of  the  1)ill8.  Messrs.  Otis  of  Mass.,  Sev^idl 
of  N.  T.,  Harper  of  S.  C,  Gordon  of  N.  H., 
Dayton  of  N.  J.,  and  Kittera  of  N.  H., 
defended  it. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  eventually  passed 
the  House  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  1798,  with 
some  few  amendments  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate,  and  became  a  law.  The 
vote  on  it  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  House  was 
as  follows : 


Teas.— Meant.  Allaii  of  Omn.,  Bmt  of  Ind.,  Bartlatt  at 
Maaa.,  Bayard  of  DeL,  Brooka  of  N.  T^  Bullock  of  Mam., 
CbampUn  of  Oodd.,  Chapman  of  PEm  Cochran  of  N.  T.,  OoK 
of  Conn.,  Craik  of  Md.,  Dana  of  Vt,  Edmood  of  Oonn.,  Krum 
of  Va.,  Vbator  of  Miaa.,  Foater  of  N.  H^  Freeman  of  MaM^ 
Glen  of  N.  T.,  Goodrich  of  Vt,  Gordon  of  N.  H.,  Greawonld 
of  Conn.,  QroTe  of  N.  C,  Harper  of  S.  C,  Hlndman  of  Md^ 
Hoemer  of  N.  Y.,  Imlay  of  N.  J..  Kittera  of  Pa.,  Lyman  of 
ICaaa^  Mattbewa  of  Ind.,  Morris  of  N.  Y.,  Otia  of  Maaa., 
Parker  of  Maw.,  Reed  of  Mau.,  Rutledge  of  8.  C,  8chura> 
man  of  N.  J.,  Sewall  of  Maaa.,  William  Sbepard  of  MaM., 
SInnickaon  of  N.  J.,  SitgroaTea  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Thatcher  of  Maaa.,  Thomaa  of  Pa.,  Thomaon  of  Del.,  Tilling- 
hast  of  K.  T.,  Van  Alen  of  N.  Y.,  Wadaworth  of  Maas.— 4S. 

Nats.— Baldwin  of  Qa.,  Bard  of  Pa.,  Benton  of  8.  C, 
Blount  of  N.  C,  Brant  of  Va.,  Burges  of  N.  O.  Claiborne  of 
Va.,  William  Claiborne  of  Tenn.,  Clopton  of  Va.,  DrtIs  of 
Ky.,  Dawwm  of  Va.,  Dent  of  Ind.,  Fowler  of  Ky.,  Qallatla 
of  Pa..  Gillespie  of  N.  C,  Gregg  of  Ky.,  Uana  of  Pa.,  llanrl»> 
Ron  of  Va.,  Ilarens  of  N.  Y.,  Uuatar  of  Pa.,  Holmea  of  Va. 
Jones  of  Va.,  Leringston  of  N.  Y.,  Locke  of  N.  C  Lyun  of 
Vt.  Maeon  of  N.  C,  MdClennaehan  of  Pa.,  McDowell  of  N.  C, 
Milledge  of  Ga.,  New  of  Va.,  S.  Smith  of  Md.,  William  Smith 


of  S.  C.,  Spreffg  of  Md.,  Stanford  of  N.  C,  Sampler  of  S.  C^ 
A.  Trigg  of  Va.,  I.  Trlptg  of  Vj 
of  Va.,  WilUama  of  N.  Y.— 40. 


Trin  of  Va.,  Vamum  of  Maas.,  Tenabto 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act,  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

crimes  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  StaTES." 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  if  any  per- 
sons shall  unlawfully  combine  or  conspire  to- 
gether with  intent  to  oppose  any  measure  or 
measures  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  pro- 
per authority,  or  to  impede  the  operation  of 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intimidate 
or  prevent  any  person,  holding  a  place  or  office 
in  or  under  the  government  ot  the  United 
States,  from  undertaking,  performing,  or  exe- 
cuting his  trust  or  duty,  and  if  any  person  or 
persons,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  shall  coun- 
sel, advise,  or  attempt  to  procure,  any  insur- 
rection, riot,  unlawful  assembly,  or  combina- 
tion, whether  such  conspiracy,  threatening, 
counsel,  advice,  or  attempt,  shall  have  the  pro- 
posed effect  or  not,  ho  or  they  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and,  on  convic- 
tion before  any  court  of  the  United  Sratos 
having  jurisdiction  thereof  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  by  imprisonment  during  a  term  not  lens 
than  SIX  months,  nor  exceeding  five  years :  and 
further,  at  the  discretitm  of  the  court,  may  \>e 
holden  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behavior, 
in  such  sum  and  for  such  time  as  tlie  «aid 
court  may  direct. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print, 
utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  cause  or  pnKuire  ti» 
be  written,  printed,  uttered,  or  published,  ur 
shall,  knowingly  and  w'dlinj^y,  aesiat  or  aid 
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Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  put  in  it? 
Tbi^  is  a  right  none  of  the  states  nave  ever 
sorrendered.  Eyerv  state  in  this  Union  has 
the  right  of  fixine  the  status  of  all  its  consti- 
taent  elements  aosolately,  as  each  state  may 
determine  for  itself,  and  also  the  right  of  de- 
termining who  may  and  who  may  not  vote  at 
elections  for  public  officers  under  her  autho- 
rity. What  part  of  the  constitution  of  Min- 
nesota, then,  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  ?  Why,  then,  should 
she  not  be  admitted  ? 

Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  consti- 
tution of  Illmois  has  such  a  clause.  Is  not 
she  an  equal  in  this  Union  ?  Why  not  rule 
her  out?  Indiana  has  such  a  clause.  Why 
not  rule  her  out  ?  Michiean  has  such  a  clause. 
Why  not  rule  her  out?  Wisconsin  hiM  such  a 
clause.  I  have  the  Journal  here.  When  Wis- 
consin was  admitted,  in  1848,  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  in  his  seat  and  he  did  not  even  call  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  it.  And  yet  we  are  told 
that  this  is  a  great  and  dangerous  example  we 
are  setting,  if  we  admit  Minnesota  on  an  eoual 
footing  with  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  all  of  the  states.  Deprive  her  of 
this  ffreat  right,  would  she  be  their  equal? 
Are  Illinois  and  South  Carolina  now  equal  ? 
Are  Indiana  and  Massachusetts  now  equal? 
Why,  then,  if  you  denj  Minnesota  the  power 
that  Illinois  and  Indiana  have,  will  she  be 
equal  to  them  ?  Things  equal  to  one  another 
are  equal  to  each  other.  If  those  in  the  Union 
now  are  equal,  will  not  Minnesota  be  unequal 
if  you  deprive  her  of  this  right?  If  you  put 
upon  her  a  condition  you  have  never  put  upon 
these  others,  will  not  you  make  her  unequal  ? 
and  if  you  brin^  her  in,  would  she  be  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  her  sister  states?  If  she 
confers  suffraee  upon  those  bom  abroad,  who 
purge  themselves  of  their  foreign  allegiance 
and  swear  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  she  has  the  right  to  do  so.  Any 
state  in  the  Union  now  has  the  same  right,  if 
any  see  fit  to  exercise  it.  The  several  states 
cannot  confer  citizenship  of  the  United  States 
upon  any  body  or  class  of  persons ;  but  every 
state,  in  her  sovereign  capacity,  has  a  right  to 
say  who  shall  vote  at  elections  in  that  state. 
Let  us,  then,  drop  this  objection ;  let  us  admit 
Minnesota,  and  let  her  come  in  clothed  with 
all  the  sovereignty  that  the  other  states  possess. 


Alien  and  Sedition  Laws* 

An  Act  concernino  Aliens. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
at  any  time  durine  the  continuance  of  this 
act,  to  ord^r  all  sucn  aliens  as  he  shall  iudgo 
dangerous  to  the  neace  and  safety  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  nave  reasonable  grounds  to 
inspect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
iecret  machinations  against  the  ^vemment 
thereof,  to  depart  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States^  within  such  time  as  shall  be 
txpressed  in  such  order ;  which  order  shall  be 
s»wed  on  raoh  aliea  by  deUTcring  him  a  copy 


thereof,  or  leaving  the  same  at  his  usual  abode, 
and  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  marsHal  or  other  person  to  whom 
the  same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any 
alien,  so  ordered  to  deport,  shall  be  found  at 
lar^  within  the  Unitea  States,  after  the  time 
limited  in  such  order  for  his  departure,  and 
not  having  obtained  a  license  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  reside  therein,  or,  having  obtained 
such  license,  shall  not  have  conformed  thereto, 
every  such  alien  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceedinj;  three 
vears,  and  shall  never  after  be  admitted  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States :  Pro- 
vided always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
if  any  alien,  so  ordered  to  depart,  shall  prove, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President,  by  evi- 
dence to  be  taken  before  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  President  shall  direct,  who  are  for 
that  purpose  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
oaths,  that  no  injury  or  danger  to  the  United 
States  shall  arise  from  sn£&ring  such  alien 
to  reside  therein,  the  President  ma;^  srant  a 
license  to  such  alien  to  remain  witmn  the 
United  States,  for  such  time  as  he  shall  judge 
proper,  and  at  such  place  as  he  shall  designate. 
And  the  President  may  also  require  of  such 
alien  to  enter  into  abend  to  the  United  States, 
in  such  penal  sum  as  he  may  direct,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  person  authorized  by  the  President  to 
take  the  same,  conditioned  for  the  eood  be- 
havior of  such  alien  during  his  residence  in 
the  United  States,  and  not  violating  his  license, 
which  license  the  President  may  revoke  when- 
ever he  shall  think  proper. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  U> 
order  to  be  removed  out  of  the  territory  thereof 
any  alien  who  may  or  shall  be  in  prison  in 
pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  to  cause  to  be  ar- 
rested, and  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  such 
of  those  aliens  as  shall  have  been  ordered  to 
depart  therefrom,  and  shall  not  have  obtained 
a  license  as  aforesaid,  in  all  cases  where,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  safety 
requires  a  speedy  removal.  And  if  any  alien, 
so  removed  or  sent  out  of  the  United  States 
by  the  President,  shall  voluntarily  return 
thereto,  unless  by  permission  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  such  alien,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned  so  long  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  safety  may 
require. 

sec.  3.  That  every  master  or  commander  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  come  into  any 
port  of  the  United  States  after  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  shall,  immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival, make  report,  in  writing,  to  the  collector 
or  other  chief^  officer  of  Uie  customs  of  such 
port,  of  all  aliens,  if  any,  on  board  his  vessel, 
specifying  their  names,  a^o,  the  place  of  na- 
tivity, the  country  from  which  they  shall  have 
come,  the  nation  to  which  they  belong  and 
owe  allegiance,  their  occupation,  and  a  de- 
scription of  their  persons,  as  far  as  he  shall 
be  informed  thereof;  and,  on  &iiare^  emrj 
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wach  nimater  and  commander  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  three  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  payment 
wbereof^  on  default  of  such  master  or  com- 
mander, such  Tessel  shall  also  be  holden,  and 
may,  by  such  collector  or  other  officer  of  the 
eiutoms,  be  detiuned.  And  it  shall  be  the 
daty  of  such  collector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
customs,  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  office  of 
ih»  Department  of  State  true  copies  of  all 
WQch  returns. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States  shall,  respectively,  have 
ooi^isanoe  of  all  crimes  and  offences  aeainst 
this  act.  And  all  marshals  and  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  are  required  to  execute 
all  precepts  and  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  issued  in  pursuance  or  by  virtue 
of  this  act. 

Sec  5.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  alieii 
who  mav  be  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  take 
with  him  such  part  of  his  goods,  chattels,  or 
other  property,  as  he  may  find  convenient ; 
and  all  property  left  in  the  United  States,  by 
any  alien  who  may  be  removed  as  aforesaid:, 
shall  be  and  remain  subject  to  his  order  and 
dispoeaU  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

Sec.  6.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be 
in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years 
from  the  passing  therei^f. 

[Approved :  June  25,  1798.] 

The  legislative  history  of  the  above  act  is 
this:— 

On  the  25th  of  April.  179«.  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  liillliouse,  a  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  offered  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  what  provision  of  law 
ought  to  be  made,  Sx.,  as  to  the  removal  of 
such  aliens  as  may  be  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  the  country,  4c.  This  resolution  was 
adopted  the  next  day,  and  Messrs.  Livermore 
of  N.  H.,  Hill  house  of  Conn.,  Rend  of  S.  C, 
Sedgewick  of  Mass.,  and  Lawrence  of  N.  Y., 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1798,  Mr.  Livermore, 
from  said  committee,  reivortcd  a  bill  concern- 
ing aliens.  It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  8th 
of  June,  1798.  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : — 

Tt*f  — MtMMm.  Rlnirbani  of  Pii.,  Chlpmnn  of  Vt^  dnytoii 
of  DrL.  Fn«t«*r  of  K.  I^  Goodhnf  of  Mbks..  ilillbouM  of  Ooon.. 
lAUm«T  of  IM..  iMwrrrtee  of  N.  Y..  LiTnnnore  of  N.  U., 
Uovd  of  Md..  Martin  of  N.  C,  North  of  N.  Y.,  I^ne  of  Vt., 
B«wl  of  S  r.,  Slnrkton  of  N.  J.,  nnd  Tnury  of  Conn.— IS. 

N*T«. — Mi«r«.  An4<*raoB  of  Tenn..  Blood  worth  of  N.  C. 
lirovB  of  Kj.,  MnrKhAll  of  Ky.,  MaAon  of  Va.,  Tattnal  of 
Ite.,  and  TaMvcU  of  Va.— 7. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  Senate  bill 
passoil  that  liody,  a  bill  to  the  same  effect  was 
reported  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Sewall  of  Mass., 
from  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
SMTce,  ke.  Both  it  and  the  Senate  bill  were 
debated  in  the  House.  Messrs.  Gallatin  of 
Pk^  Baldwin  of  Geo.^  Williams  of  N.  C, 


Livingston  of  N.  Y.,  McDowell  of  N.  0.,  J. 
Smith  of  Md.,  spoke  against  the  principle 
of  the  1)ills.  Messrs.  Otis  of  Mass.,  Sewall 
of  N.  T.,  Harper  of  S.  C,  Gordon  of  N.  H., 
Dayton  of  N.  J.,  and  Kittera  of  N.  H., 
defended  it. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  eventually  passed 
the  House  on  the  21st  of  June,  1798,  with 
some  few  amendments  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate,  and  became  a  law.  The 
vote  on  it  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  House  was 
as  follows : 


TiAS.— Meant.  Altan  of  OMib.,  Bmt  of  Ind.,  Bartlctt  o€ 
Maaa.,  Bayard  of  DeL,  Brooki  of  N.  Y^  Bullock  of  Mam., 
Champlin  of  Oonn.,  Chapman  of  PEm  Ooehran  of  N.  Y.,  OoK 
of  Oonn.,  Craik  of  Md.,  Dana  of  V t,  Edmond  of  Oonn.,  Kwum 
of  Va.,  Vbitor  of  Miai.,  Foater  of  N.  U.,  FroeuMn  of  MaM- 
Glen  of  N.  Y.,  Goodrich  of  Vt,  Gordon  of  N.  H.,  Grrawonld 
of  Oonn.,  QroTe  of  N.  C,  IIarp<nr  of  S.  C,  Hlndman  of  Md^ 
Homner  of  N.  Y.,  Imlay  of  N.  J.,  Kittera  of  Pa.,  Lyman  of 
Maaa.,  Matthewa  of  Ind.,  Morris  of  N.  Y.,  Otis  of  hlu^ 
Parker  of  Mans.,  Reed  of  Matn.,  Rutledge  of  S.  C,  8chura> 
man  of  N.  J.,  Bewail  of  Masa.,  William  Shepard  of  Maf&, 
ainnickaon  of  N.  J.,  SitgruaTea  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Thatcher  of  Maw.,  Thomas  of  Pa.,  Thomson  of  Del.,  Tilling- 
hast  of  K.  T..  Van  Alen  of  N*.  Y.,  Wadsworth  of  Maait.-^0. 

Nats.— Baldwin  of  Qa.,  Bard  of  Pa.,  Benton  of  8.  C, 
Blount  of  N.  Cm  Brent  of  Va.,  Burses  of  N.  C.  Claiborne  of 
Va.,  William  Claiborne  of  Tenn.,  Clopton  of  Va.,  DnTis  of 
Ky.,  Dawwm  of  Va.,  Dent  of  Ind.,  Fowler  of  Ky.,  Gallatia 
of  Pa..  Gillespie  of  N.  C  Gregg  of  Ky.,  Hana  of  Pa^  llanrl»> 
non  of  Va.,  llaTens  of  N.  Y.,  Uuatar  of  Pa^  Holmea  of  Va. 
Jon«>s  of  Va..  Lerinsaton  of  N.  Y.,  Lorke  of  N.  C.  Lyon  of 
Vt.  Maeon  of  N.  C,  McClennaehan  of  Pa.,  McDowell  of  N.  0., 
Milledge  of  Ga.,  New  of  Va.,  S.  Smith  of  Bid.,  William  Smith 
of  S.  C.,  Fpregg  of  Md.,  Stanfbrd  of  N.  C,  Sumpter  of  S.  C, 
A.  Trigg  of  Va.,  I.  Trigg  of  Va.,  Vamum  of  Maas.,  Vmabto 
of  Va.,  Williams  of  N.  Y.— 40. 

An  Act  ik  addition  to  the  Act,  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

CRIMES  AGAINST  THE  UnITED  StaTES." 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  if  any  per- 
sons shall  unlawfully  combine  or  conspire  to- 
gether with  intent  to  oppose  any  measure  or 
measures  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  pro- 
per authority,  or  to  impede  the  operation  of 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intimidate 
or  prevent  any  person,  holding  a  place  or  office 
in  or  under  the  government  ot  the  United 
States,  from  undertaking,  performing,  or  exe- 
cuting his  trust  or  duty,  and  if  any  person  or 
persons,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  shall  coun- 
sel, advise,  or  attempt  to  procure,  any  insur- 
rection, riot,  unlawful  assembly,  or  combina- 
tion, whether  such  conspiracy,  threatening, 
counsel,  advice,  or  attempt,  shall  have  the  pro- 
posed effect  or  not,  ho  or  they  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and,  on  convic- 
tion before  any  court  of  the  United  States 
having  jurisdiction  tliereof,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  by  imprisonment  during  a  term  not  Iohs 
than  SIX  months,  nor  exceeding  five  years ;  and 
further,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  may  \te 
holden  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behavior. 
in  such  sum  and  for  such  time  as  the  «aid 
court  may  direct. 

Sec.  2. 'That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print, 
utter,  or  publish,  or  snail  cause  or  prmiure  to 
be  written,  printed,  uttered,  or  published,  or 
shall,  knowingly  and  willini^y,  assuit  or  aul 
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in  writing,  printing,  uttering,  or  publishing, 
any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  writing 
or  writings  against  the  soyernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  either  Ilouse  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  President  ot  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  defame  the  said 
gOFernment,  or  either  House  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, or  the  said  President,  or  to  bring  them, 
or  either  of  them,  into  contempt  or  disrepute ; 
or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  any  of 
them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States ;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  com- 
binations therein,  fur  oppobiug  or  resisting 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any  act  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  done  in  pur- 
suance of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in 
him  vested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  or  to  resist,  oppose,  or  defeat,  any 
such  law  or  act;  or  to  aiu,  encourage,  or  al)et, 
any  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  nation 
against  the  United  States,  their  people  or 
government;  then  such  person,  being  there- 
of convicted  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall   bo 

Sunished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
oUars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
two  years. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  any  person  shall  be  prose- 
cuted, under  this  act,  tor  the  writing  or  pub- 
lishing any  libel,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  his  defence,  the 
truth  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  publica- 
tion charged  as  a  libel ;  and  the  jury  who  shall 
try  the  cause,  shall  have  a  right  to  determine 
tlic  law  and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of 
the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be 
in  force  until  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  ei;;ht  hundred  and  one,  and  no 
longer :  Pronded,  That  the  expiration  of  the 
act  shall  not  prevent  or  defeat  a  prosecution 
and  punishment  of  any  offence  against  the 
law  uuring  the  time  it  shall  be  in  force. 
[Approved :  July  14,  171)8.J 

The  history  of  this  act  is  as  follows — It 
originated  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
A  bill  having  l>eeu  introduced  on  leave,  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  it  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  that  gentleman,  Messrs. 
Tracy  of  Conn.,  Stockton  of  N.  J.,  Chipman 
of  Vt.,  and  Read  of  S.  C. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  ITOS,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

Ykam, — Me«8ra..C}ilpinan  of  Vt,  Clajton  of  I>»1.,  Foster  of 
R.  I..  Ooodhue  of  >!&•«.,  Qrrvneof  R.  I..  Hillhoam  of  Cunn., 
I^tiDiiT  of  Dtrl..  liAirrenco  of  N.  Y.,  Llv«.rmore  of  N.  H^ 
Lloyd  of  MU..  Martin  of  N.  C,  North  of  N.  Y..  Paine  of  Vt., 
Rra.1  of  S.  C,  Uutherford  of  N.  J..  Sedgewick  of  MaM., 
Stockton  of  N.  J.,  Tmry  of  Conn.— 18. 

Nata.—  MomrK.  Anilernon  of  Tenn.,  Brown  of  Ky..  Iloinutl, 
Laoi^don  of  N.  II..  Mokoq  of  Va.,  Taiewell  of  V». — 6. 

The  bill  was  opposed  in  the  Ilouse  by 

Messrs.  Nicholas  of  Va.,  Livingston  of  N.  Y., 

MscQD  of  .N.  G.,  McDowell  of  N.  C,  Gallatin 


of  Pa.,  Craik  of  Md.,  Claiborne  of  Va.,  ai  d 
Smith  pi  Md.,  and  defended  by  Messrs.  Allen 
of  Conn.,  Harper  of  S.  C,  Otis  of  Mass., 
Dana  of  Yt,  and  Kittera  of  Pa. 

It  finally  passed  the  House  with  amend- 
ments on  the  10th  of  July,  1798,  which  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in,  and  it  became  a  law. 

The  vote  on  it  in  the  House  was  as  follows : — 

Ykas. — MpiOTS.  Allen  of  Coon..  Raer  Jr  of  Iml.,  It&rtlottof 
Mass..  Bayard  of  [K>1.,  Brooks  of  N.  Y..  thainplln  of  Tonn.. 
Chapman  of  Pa.,  Cot'hmn  of  N.  Y.,  Coit  of  Conn.,  Dana  of 
vt.,  Edmond  of  Conn.,  Kvausof  Va.,  Foftvr  of  .Mast..  V«>:<»r 
of  N.  II.,  Frettman  of  .Mass .  tilen  of  N.  Y.,  (looilricb  of  Vt^ 
Uordon  of  N.  li.,  Grbwold  of  Conn.,  GroTe  of  N.  C.  llarp«»r 
of  8.  C,  Hartley  of  I'a.,  inndmao  of  .Mii.,  Urrmt^rof  S.  V.. 
Iniby  of  N.  J.,  Kitt4»ra  of  I'a.,  Lymati.  Otb  nf  !Ma.<M.  Park(*r 
of  Masjt..  Reed  of  Msms.,  Rut]e«{;;e  of  I'n.,  Si'haiv>imii  of  N 
J ,  Sewall  of  Mails.,  i>bepnrd  of  Ma><8.,  Shinifkson  of  N.  J., 
SItgreaves  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  Conn..  Sprague  <.f  .\.  H . 
Tliatcber  of  Mass.,  Thomas*  of  Pa.,  ThouiiMM)  of  D«^l..  Ill- 
lint^bast  of  R.  L,  Van  Alun  of  N.  Y.,  Wadi>worthuf  Mass. — 

Nats. — Messrs.  Baldwin  of  Oa..  Bard  of  Pa.,  Benton. 
Blount  of  N.  J.,  Brrnt  of  Va..  Bullock  of  Mhsk^  Biir^res  of 
N.  C,  Thomas  Claiborne  of  Va..  Win.  Clnltiorne  of  IVnn., 
Clopton  of  Va.,  Dawson  of  Va.,  I)cut  of  Ind..  Fo\iK«r  of  K\\, 
Gallatin  of  Pa..  Gilll>^(•il•  of  N.  C,  Gn'k^cof  Ky..  liana  of 
I'a.,  liarriwnof  Vs.,  liavensof  N.  Y..  lleister  of  I'a..  Uulmea 
of  Va.,  Jones  of  Va.,  J#ivinu»t(tn  of  N.  V^  Li>ckt>  of  N.  (\ 
Lyou  of  Vt,  Mamn  of  N.  C  .Maltlieus  of  Ind..  Mc<  lena- 
chun  of  Pa.,  McDowell  of  N.  C.  New  of  Va.,  Nirhnlns  of  Va.^ 
Smith  of  S.  C.  Smith  of  Ind..  S]>rii;i(<i  Jr  of  Md.,  Sttinfopl  of 
N.  C„  Sumtur  of  S.  C,  J.  Trljrg  of  Va.,  Van  CortlanUt  of  N. 
Y.,  Varnam  of  Mass^  Venable  of  Va.,  Willlazua  of  N.  Y.— 
41. 


AIIcDy  James  C.^  of  Illinois* 

Mr.  Allen  was  returned  as  a  member  of  the 
34th  Congress  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  elected 
by  one  vote.  Mr.  W.  B.  Archer,  his  opiK)nent, 
contested  his  scat  on  the  ground  that  two  votes 
cast  for  him  were  improperly  rejected.  The 
case  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Washbume  of  Mo.,  Watson  of  Ohio,  Spinner 
of  N.  Y.,  Colfax  of  Indiana,  and  Bingham  of 
Ohio,  Republicans :  Sti^phcns  of  Geo.,  Savage 
of  Tennessee,  and  liit^kman  of  Pa.,  Democrats; 
and  Smith  of  Ala.,  American. 

Mr.  Washburne,on  behalf  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  that  is,  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  it,  reported  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved,  that  Jas.  C.  Allen  was  not  elected 
and  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house. 

Resolve^l,  that  W.  B.  iVcher  was  elected 
and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  question  was  decided  on  the  18th  of 
July,  1856,  by  the  adoption  of  the  first  reso- 
lution and  the  rejection  of  the  second. 

As  the  ejection  of  Mr.  Allen  from  his  seat 
is  claimed  to  have  been  done  by  a  party  vote, 
Mr.  Allen  being  a  Democrat  and  Mr.  Archer 
a  Republican,  the  vote  is  given,  on  the  first  re- 
solution as  follows : — 

Ybas.— Mepura.  Albright  of  O.,  Alllwn  of  Pa..  Ball  of  0„ 
Barbour  of  Ind..  Ilenrv  Bennftt  of  N.  Y.,  Bvn'onof  Me., 
IJllllnnharnt  of  Win.,  Blnu'hnm  of  O,.  Bllmof  O..  rrad^hnw 
r.f  Pa..  Brenton  of  Ind.,  Buittncton  <»f  .Mhks.,  Bui  iioRauM 
f.f  Mac*.,  Juin.w  II.  CamplN'll  of  W.  Ix-wia  D.  CamplMfll  of 
O-Chaffi-eof  .Ma«i.,  Kzra  Clark  ofConn,.Clawnonof  .N.  J.,Oe* 
lax  of  aid,yComkna  vf  Mawk,  Crai^lnof  N.IL,  CttmUok  of  Imta 
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Bmnrril  of  Umm^  Timothy  DaTto  of  1Im»,  Dny  of  0^  Dean 
of  OMin^  DewiU  of  Maas^  Dickson  of  N.  T.,  Dudd  of  N.  Y., 
I*inni  of  Ind^  DorfM  of  R.  L,  EoWAmoe  of  N.  T^  Kmrie  of 
O,  Olddio(t  of  iK  QtlbiHt  of  N.  T^  Granger  of  N.  Y..  Orow 
of  Pa.,  Robert  B.  Ilall  of  Maaa.,  Harlan  of  0.,  HARaL<80N  ot  O., 
Hatett  of  N.  Y^  Holloway  of  Ind^  Thomas  K.  llorton  of  N. 
H^  V.  B.  Horton  of  0^  Ilnghston  of  N.  Y^  Kelney  of  N.  Y., 
Miug  of  N.  Y^  Knappof  Muss.,  Kniicht  of  Pa^  Knowlton  of 
Xa^  Knox  of  IlL,  Letter  of  0^  MatteMm  of  N.  Y.»  McCarty  of 
N.  Y^  Meaeham  of  Vt,  Klllian  MiUer  of  N.  Y..  MooRcof  O., 
MorsMi  of  N.Y.,  MorrUl  of  Vt^  Murray  of  N.Y.,  Norton  of  lU^ 
PariLer  of  N.  Y^  I*elton  of  N.  Y.,  Pennington  of  N.  J..  Perry 
flf  Me.,  Pettit  of  Ind.,  Pike  of  N.  H.,  Prmgle  of  N.  Y..  Pur- 
-nanea  of  Pa»  Ritchie  of  Pa..  Robbins  of  N.  J.,  RoberU  of 
PW.  Sabin  of  Tt,  Sapp  of  0..  Beott  of  Ind^  Sherman  of  0.. 
j^iminone  of  N.  Y.,  8pinner  of  N.  Y^  Stanton  of  0..  Strana- 
baa  «if  N.  Y.,TappMi  of  N.  H.,  Tborington  of  la.,  Thuntou 
of  R.  t-  Toda  of  Pa^  Trafton  of  Mass.,  Tyson*  of  Pa .  Wade 
mf  Ohio.  Wakeman  of  N.  Y^  Waldridge  of  Mich^  Waldron 
of  Mirh^  KUba  B.  WaKhbnme  of  111.,  Israel  Washburne  of 
Mis  Walrh  of  Oonn..  and  Wood  of  Ma.— M. 

Nats.— M««rs.  Aikett  of  8. 0,  BarktdaU  of  Miss.,  Bdl  of 
T«z^  Bmmit  ot  Mbis.,  B&oom  of  Pa^  BumeU  of  Ky.,  Cbd- 
w  ikfUr  (rf^  Pa~  JoH5  P.  Gampbhx  of  Ky.,  Garluu  of  Vs., 
OirvUkrt  of  Mo..  Qukie  of  Ya:^  Bayard  Clark  of  N.  Y., 
CUmtfman  of  N.  C,  Oibb  of  Oa.,  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Oox,  of  Ky., 
Crcdge  of  N.  C  Crawford  of  Ga.,  Cullki*  of  Del.,  Davidmm 
of  La^  Dmvrr  of  Cal.,  Dotoddl  of  Ala.,  BiiMMd*on  of  Va., 
SlibU  of  Ky.,  Ehglitk  of  Ind.,  Ethkudob  oi  Tenn..  Fkntnce 
or  Pa..  Fortitr  of  Oa.,  Fuller  of  Me.,  OnoiU  of  Va.,  GrtenwHAi 
(if  Ark..  AiU  of  la.,  Harrit  of  Ala.,  Harru  of  111.,  Horni an 
ol  Md.,  Jfnutim  of  Ala..  JevoeU  of  Ky.,  Jtme*  of  Tenn.,  Jmut 
of  I'a ,  A'«tfy  of  N.  Y.,  Kknnett  of  Mo.,  KidtotU  of  Va.,  Lakb 
of  MiML.  Ltlditr  of  Ta.,  Lumpkin  of  Oa.,  BIarshall  of  Ky., 
Martkan  of  IIL,  MaxwM  of  yU.,  McMullin  of  Va.,  McQut:en 
of  S.  C  MaUr  of  Ind.,  MiUnn  of  Va.,  l\teker  of  Pa.,  Fkek 
of  Mich..  PMpt  of  Mo.,  PoRTia  of  Ma,  BivHtU  of  Va.,  Pur- 
TKAR  of  N.  a,  iiuUman  of  MUs..  Reads  of  N.  C  Rkadt  of 
Tenou  Ricaoo  (tf  Md.,  Rivers  of  Tenn.,  Ruffin  of  N.  C,  Rust 
of  Ark .  &iraffK  of  Tenn.,  Seward  of  Ga..  Shorter  of  Ala., 
Sndh  of  T«au..  Smith  of  Va.,  Ssfun  of  Tenn.,  Stepfteru  of 
Gik..  .y^.taarl  of  Md.,  Swops  of  Ky.,  3Ui6(i<  of  Ky.,  TayUrr  of 
La..  Trji'i'.:  of  Oa.,  UffosawooD  of  Ky.,  Vail  oi  N.  J.,  Valk 
of  N.  v.,  liTim/r  of  Oa.,  Wiakins  of  Tenn.,  Weils  of  WL«., 
irVfi-r  of  N.  Y.,  Whitney  of  N.  Y.,  WiUiams  of  N.  Y.,  I>.  B. 
Wrijfht  of  Miss.,  J.  F.  IFr^A/ of  Tenn.,  ZouicOFFKa  of  Tenn. 

Democrats  in  italics;  Republicans  in  ro- 
man  ;  Fillmore  Americans  in  small  caps. 

The  vote  on  the  second  resolution  rejecting 
it  was  yeas  89,  nays  91.  Messrs.  Day,  Haven, 
Moore,  and  Tyson,  who  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  voted  against  this.  Mr.  Giddings, 
who  voted  on  the  first  resolution,  did  not  vote 
on  this. 


American  Platforms* 

Platform  of  1855. 

1.  The  acknowledgment  of  that  Almighty  Be- 
ing who  ruici  over  tne  universe — who  presides 
over  the  Councils  of  Nations — who  conducts 
the  affairs  of  men,  and  who,  in  every  step  by 
which  we  have  advanced  to  the  character  of 
an  independent  nation,  has  distinguished  us 
by  some  token  of  Providential  agency. 

2.  The  cultivation  and  developmeut  of  a 
sentiment  of  profoundly  intense  American 
feeling  ;^of  passionate  attachment  to  our 
country,  its  history  and  its  institutions ;  of 
adnkinition  for  the  purer  days  of  our  national 
existence  ;  of  veneration  for  the  heroism  that 
precipitated  our  Revolution,  and  of  emulation 
of  the  virtue,  wisdom,  and  patriotism  that 
framed  our  Constitution,  and  first  successfully 
applied  its  provisions. 

o.  The  maintenance  of  the  union  of  these 
Uidted  States,  as  the  paramount  political 
good  ;  or,  to  use  the  language  of  Washington, 

•Mr.  lyioB  liM  duet  lopporUd  Mr.  Buchanan. 


it 


the  primary  object  of  patriotic  desire." 
And  hence — 

First.  Opposition  to  all  attempts  to  weaken 
or  subvert  it. 

Second.  Uncompromising  antagonism  to 
every  principal  of  policy  that  endangers  it. 

Third.  The  advocacy  of  an  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  all  political  differences  which  threaten 
its  integrity  or  perpetuity. 

Fourth.  The  suppression  of  all  tendencies 
to  political  division,  founded  on  **  geographical 
discriminations,  or  on  the  belief  that  there  is 
a  real  difference  of  interests  and  views"  be- 
tween the  various  sections  of  the  Union. 

Fifth.  The  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
the  several  states,  as  expressed  and  reserved 
in  the  Constitution  ;  and  a  -care  fulavoidance 
by  the  general  government,  of  all  interference 
with  their  rights  by  legislative  or  executive 
action. 

4.  Obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  these 
United  States  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
sacredly  obligatory  upon  all  its  parts  and 
members;  and  steadfast  resistance  to  the  spirit 
of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however 
specious  tlie  pretexts.  Avowing  that  in  all 
doubtful  or  disputed  points  it  may  only  be 
legally  ascertained  and  expounded  by  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States. 

First.  A  habit  of  reverential  obedience  to 
the  laws,  whether  national,  state,  or  munici- 
pal, until  they  are  repealed  or  declared  un- 
constitutional by  the  proper  authority. 

Second.  A  tender  and  sacred  regard  for 
those  acts  of  statesmanship,  which  are  to  be 
contradistinguished  from  acts  of  ordinary 
legislation,  by  the  fact  of  their  being  of  the 
nature  of  compacts  and  agreements ;  and  so, 
to  be  considered  a  fixed  and  settled  national 
policy. 

5.  A  radical  revision  and  modification  of 
the  laws  regulating  immigration,  and  the  set- 
tlement of  immigrants — offering  the  honest 
immigrant,  who,  from  love  of  liberty  or  hatred 
of  oppression,  seeks  an  asylum  in  the  United 
States,  a  friendly  reception  and  protection, 
but  unqualifiedly  condemning  the  transmis- 
sion to  our  shores  of  felons  and  paupers. 

6.  The  essential  modification  of  the  naturali- 
zation laws. 

The  repeal  by  the  legislatures  of  the  re- 
spective states,  of  all  state  laws  allowing  for- 
eigners not  naturalized  to  vote.  The  repeal, 
without  retrospective  operation,  of  all  acts  of 
Congress  making  grants  of  land  to  unnatu- 
ralized foreigners,  and  allowing  them  to  vote 
in  the  territories. 

7.  Hostility  to  the  corrupt  means  by  which 
the  leaders  of  party  have  hitherto  forced  upon 
us  our  rulers  and  our  political  creeds. 

Implacable  enmity  against  the  present  de- 
moralizing system  of  rewards  for  political 
subserviency,  and  of  punishments  for  political 
independence. 

Disgust  for  the  wild  hunt  after  office  which 
characterizes  the  age. 

These  on  the  one  hand.    On  the  other — 

Imitation  of  the  practice  of  the  purer  da^t 
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in  writing,  printing,  uttering,  or  publbhing, 
4nj  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  writing 
or  writings  against  the  soyernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  either  Ilouse  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  defame  the  said 
gOFernment,  or  either  House  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, or  the  said  President,  or  to  bring  them, 
or  eitiier  of  them,  into  contempt  or  disrepute ; 
or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  any  of 
them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States ;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  com- 
binations therein,  for  opposing  or  resisting 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any  act  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  done  in  pur- 
suance of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in 
him  yosted  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  or  to  resist,  oppose,  or  defeat,  any 
such  law  or  act;  or  to  aia,  encourage,  or  abet, 
any  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  nation 
against  the  United  States,  their  people  or 
goycrnment;  then  such  person,  being  there- 
of conyicted  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  haying  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall   bo 

Sunished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
ollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
two  years. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  any  person  shall  be  prose- 
cuted, under  this  act,  tor  the  writing  or  pub- 
lishing any  libel,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  to  giye  in  evidence,  in  his  defence,  the 
truth  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  publica- 
tion charged  as  a  libel ;  and  the  jury  who  shall 
try  the  cause,  shall  have  a  right  to  determine 
tlie  law  and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of 
the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be 
in  force  until  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  no 
longer :  Provided,  That  the  expiration  of  the 
act  shall  not  prevent  or  defeat  a  pn)8ecution 
and  punishment  of  any  offence  against  the 
law  during  the  time  it  shall  be  in  force. 
[Approved :  July  14,  1798.] 

The  historj'  of  this  act  is  as  follows — It 
originate<i  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
A  bill  having  l>een  introduced  on  leave,  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  it  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  that  gentleman,  Messrs. 
Tracy  of  Conn.,  Stockton  of  N.  J.,  Chipman 
of  Vt.,  and  Kead  of  S.  C. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  1798,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

Ykak. — M6«sni. .Chipman  vif  Vt.  Clarton  of  Del.»  Fonter  of 
R.  I..  (}()odhueof  Ma<fl.,  Qre«neof  K.  I.,  Uillhoaw  of  Conn., 
lAtiDiff  of  Dfl..  liawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Llrtrmure  of  N.  11^ 
Lloyd  of  MU..  Martin  of  N.  C,  North  of  N.  Y.,  Paine  of  Vt., 
Kra.1  of  S.  C,  llulherfbrd  of  N.  J..  Sedgewick  uf  Maas., 
Stockton  of  N.  J.,  Trary  of  Conn. — 18. 

Nata.—  Momrii.  Andemon  of  Tenn.,  Brown  of  Ky.,  Howard, 
Laoi^don  of  N.  II.,  Mawa  of  Va.,  Taiewell  of  Va.— <i. 

The  bill  was  opposed  in  the  Ilouse  by 

Messrs.  Nicholas  of  Va.,  Livingston  of  N.  Y., 

MacQD  of  N.  C,  McDowell  of  N.  C,  Gallatin 


of  Pa.,  Craik  of  Md.,  Claiborne  of  Va.,  ai  d 
Smith  pi  Md.,  and  defended  by  Messrs.  Allen 
of  Conn.,  Harper  of  S.  C,  Otis  of  Mass., 
Dana  of  Vt.,  and  Kittera  of  Pa. 

It  finally  passed  the  House  with  ameml- 
ments  on  the  lOth  of  July,  1798,  which  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in,  and  it  became  a  law. 

The  vote  on  it  in  the  House  was  as  follows : — 

Ykas. — MeftTS.  Allen  of  Coon..  Baer  Jr  of  Intl.,  Rartlctt  of 
Mass..  Bayard  of  [K>1.,  Hrooks  of  N.  Y..  Chaiiiplin  of  Ttmn.. 
Chapman  of  Pa.,  Cothnin  of  N.  Y.,  Coit  of  Conn.,  i^na  (>f 
vt,  iidmond  of  Conn.,  Kvansof  Va.,  Ftxiter  of  Man"..  Vo^:«T 
of  N.  IL,  Freeman  of  .Mass .  Glen  of  N.  Y.,  Oooilriob  of  Vt. 
Gordon  of  N.  II.,  Grbiwold  uf  Conn..  Grove  of  N.  C  IlarpM* 
of  8.  C,  Hartley  of  Pa.,  inndmao  of  M<t..  llermernf  N.  V.. 
Inibv  of  N.  J.,  Kitt4»ra  of  Pa .  Lyman.  Otln  of  MaAs.  Park*-r 
of  Masjt..  Keed  of  Mmms.,  Kutle4{<;e  of  Pn..  St'harftiiaii  of  N 
J ,  Sewall  of  MaM.,  Sh«i|>ord  of  HtkSB.,  Shini«>kaun  of  M.  J., 
Sltf^rfaves  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Sprague  t.f  X.  K . 
Tliatober  of  Maa^.,  Thomas  of  1^.,  TbotuRfMi  of  DH..  Til- 
linghast  of  R.  I.,  Van  Alun  of  N.  Y.,  >Vnd»worthof  3Ia^a. — 
•U. 

Nats.— 3feasra.  Baldwin  of  Ga..  Dard  of  Pa..  Denton. 
Blount  of  N.  J.,  Bront  of  Va..  Bullnck  of  Mhks..  UiirtrifK  of 
N.  C,  Thomns  Claiborne  of  Vn..  Win.  Ci.'iiborne  of  'JVnn., 
Clopton  of  Va.,  Dnwaoii  of  Va..  Dent  of  Ind..  FtivkT  of  Kv., 
Gallatin  of  Pa..  Gllli-.<(.ii>  of  N.  C.  iin-gtc  of  Ky..  liana  of 
Va.,  Harriwnof  Va.,  liawnsof  N.  Y..  IlelKter  of  Pn..  Uolmce 
of  Va.,  Jones  of  Va.,  Ijivhi^ftton  <if  N.  V..  LoHl»'  of  N.  C, 
Lyou  of  Vt,  Maron  of  N.  C  MaltlkeuM  of  Ind..  Mc^  k>na- 
cban  of  Pa.,  SlcDowellof  N.  C  Nhw  of  Va.,  Nichobis  of  Va.^ 
Smitii  of  8.  C.  Smith  of  Ind..  Sprii;2<(  Jr  of  Md.,  Sttin£>pl  of 
N.  C.  Samter  of  S.  C,  J.  lYljrx  of  Va.,  Van  CortlanUt  of  N. 
Y.,  Varuam  of  Mas.^^  Venable  of  Va.,  Williams  uf  N.  Y. — 
41. 


Alleoy  James  C,  of  Illinois* 

Mr.  Allen  was  returned  as  a  member  of  the 
34th  Congress  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  elected 
by  one  vote.  3Ir.  W.  B.  Archer,  his  opponent, 
contested  his  scat  on  the  ground  that  two  votes 
cast  for  him  wore  improperly  rejected.  The 
case  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Eleo- 
tions  of  the  House,  cimsisting  of  Messrs. 
Washbume  of  Me.,  Watson  of  Ohio,  Spinner 
of  N.  Y.,  C«»lfax  of  Indiana,  and  Bingham  of 
Ohio,  Republicans :  Stephens  of  Geo.,  Savage 
of  Tennessee,  and  Hickman  of  Pa.,  Damocratd; 
and  Smith  of  Ala.,  American. 

Mr.  Washburne,on  behalf  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  that  is,  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  it,  reported  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved,  that  Jas.  C.  Allen  was  not  elected 
and  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  house. 

Resolved,  that  W.  B.  A^^^^^  ^^  elected 
and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  question  was  decided  on  the  18th  of 
July,  1856,  by  the  adoption  of  the  first  reso- 
lution and  the  rejection  of  the  second. 

As  the  ejection  of  Mr.  Allen  from  his  seat 
is  claimed  to  have  been  done  by  a  party  vote, 
Mr.  Allen  being  a  Democrat  and  Mr.  Archer 
a  Republican,  the  vote  is  given,  on  the  first  re- 
solution as  follows : — 

Yr..w.— MeJ»iiT«.  Albright  of  0..  Allioon  of  Pa.,  Ball  of  O.. 
Barbour  of  Ind..  llenr^-  Henni'tt  of  N.  Y..  Ben^m  of  Me., 
liillinKharst  of  Win.,  Binchnm  of  O..  Bllmof  O.,  Braddhaw 
of  Pa.,  Brentnn  of  Ind..  Butnu^ton  of  .M««..,  Uui  lioKauM 
of  Ma!«n.,  Jum«*  II.  CampMl  of  Pa..  L«wi»  D.  CaiupWll  uf 
O..  ClinfTi'*'  of  .Ma«i..  Krra  Clark  of  Conn..  CInwwn  of  .N .  J.,  O* 
laxof  Iud.,Oomkna  wf  Maas.,Cr«iilaaf  NOLiCttmbaok  Of  Imta 
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Bmnrtll  of  llaM^  Timothy  DaTto of  Mam,  Dny  of  0^  Dean 
of  Oonn^  Dewitt  of  Mms^  IHcksoa  of  N.  T.,  Dodd  of  N.  Y., 
nim  of  Ind^  Darfee  of  R.  I..  KBWAmoe  of  N.  T^  Emrle  of 
ik,  aiddlncB  of  O,  QUbiHt  of  N.  T^  Gmnger  of  N.  Y.. Grow 
•€  Pa»,  Robert  B.  Hall  of  MaM.,  Harlan  of  0.,  Harrlsson  ot  0., 
HjLTJc?r  of  N.  Y.,  Hollo  way  of  Ind.,  Tboinas  K.  Uorton  of  X. 
Y.,  V.  B.  Hortoo  of  0^  Hoi^toD  of  N.  Y^  Keliiey  of  N.  Y., 
KUtic  of  N.  Y^  Knappof  Maaa.,  Knight  of  Pa.,  Knowlton  of 
Xa..  &O0IZ  of  Um  Leitar  of  0^  Mattamn  of  N.  Y.,  McCarty  of 
31.  T.  Mcacham  of  Vt,  Klllian  Miller  of  N.  Y..  Moors  of  O., 
MorsMi  of  N.Y.,  MorrUl  of  Vt^  Murray  of  N.Y^  Norton  of  IlL, 
Parker  of  N.  Y^  Pdton  of  N.  Y.,  Pennington  of  N.  J.,  i'errj 
flf  Me..  Pettjt  of  Ind..  Pike  of  N.  Hm  Pringle  of  N.  Y..  Pur- 
^nanca  of  Pa»  Ritchie  of  Pa.,  Robbinii  of  N.  J.,  Roberts  of 
Pik.  Sablo  of  Vt^  Sapp  of  0.,  8eoU  of  Ind^  Sherman  of  0.. 
Siaxmona  of  N.  Y.,  i<pinner  of  N.  Y^  Stanton  of  O-  Strana- 
kaa  of  N.  Y.,T!appMi  of  N.  H.,  Ttaorington  of  la.,  Thurston 
Cif  R.  t-  Todd  of  Pa.^  Trafton  of  Mara.,  Tyson*  of  Pa..  Wade 
flf  Ohio.  Wakeman  of  N.  Y.,  Waldridge  of  Mich..  Waldron 
of  Mirfa^  KUba  B.  WaKhbume  of  111.,  Israel  Wanhbnme  of 
Me,  Walrh  of  Oonn^  and  Wood  of  Ma.-M. 

NATa.— MasvsL  Aiktn  of  S.  C,  BarktdaU  of  Mim.,  BeU  of 
Tex^  BrMtii  of  MImi,  Broom  of  Pa^  BunuU  of  Ky.,  dad- 
V  iI.m'Ut  of  Pa«  JoH?r  P.  Caxpbill  of  Ky.,  Oaruslk  of  Va., 
nirmtMert  of  Uo^  Qukie  of  Ya.,  Bayard  Clark  of  N.  Y., 
Clisiffmnn  of  N.  C,  Oitb  of  Ga^  Cobb  of  AU.,  Cox.  of  Ky., 
Cratge  of  N.  C,  Crawford  of  Ga.,  Cuixur  of  Del.,  Davidton 
of  Lr^  Dmrer  of  Cal.,  Dovddl  of  Ala.,  Bimundtan  of  Va., 
SlitM  of  Ky^  Englith  ot  Ind.,  £THmDOB  of  Tenn..  Florence 
of  Pa..  Fontfir  of  Ga.,  I\JUr  of  Me.,  Onode  of  Va..  Grfenwocd 
of  Ark..  HaU  ot  ItL,  Hcarrit  of  Ala.,  Harri*  of  111.,  Uorni an 
of  Md.,  H'MUtim  of  Ala..  Jeweti  of  Ky.,  Jmtes  ot  Tenn.,  Jtmci 
of  I'a ,  KeUjf  ot  N.  Y.,  Kkn.xett  of  uo.,  Kidweli  ot  Va.,  Lakk 
of  Miu..  LetcMrr  ot  Ya..  iMmpkin  ot  Oa.,  Marmball  of  Ky.. 
Mar  Aon  of  IIL,  MaxwM  of  PU.,  McMulUn  of  Va.,  Mc(^iu>m 
of  8.  C.  MOkr  ot  Ind.,  Miltm  of  Va.,  I^tdcer  of  Pa.,  l\Kk 
4if  Mirh..  PMpt  of  Mo.,  PoRTBR  of  Ma,  FttwtU  of  Vs.,  PuR- 
TZ\R  of  N.  C  Quitman  of  Misa,  Rbaob  of  N.  C,  Rkadt  of 
Teno.  RiciODof  Md.,  ihnert  of  Tenn.,  Ruffin  of  N.  C,  Rusl 
of  Ark ,  Strafft;  of  Tenn..  Seward  of  Ga.,  Shorter  ot  Ala., 
S-H'th  of  Tenn..  Snu'th  of  Va.,  S.xbkd  of  Tenn.,  Strpftem  of 
iii%.,  .S^toar<  of  Md.,  SwopR  of  Ky.,  TUlbot  ot  Ky.,  TuyUrr  of 
l.m.  TiMPp::  of  Oa.,  Uvdkrwooo  of  Kr.,  Vail  of  N.  J.,  Valk 
cf  N.  Y.,  irim/r  of  Oa-,  Watkim  of  Tenn.,  IFJ-Zi*  of  Wii«., 
Whfrl^r  ot  N.  Y.,  Whitnfy  ot  N.  Y.,  WiUiams  of  N.  Y..  D.  B. 
WrigfUof  Miss.,  J.  V.  Wright  of  Tenn.,  ZoLUCorrER  of  Tenn. 
— «. 

Democrats  in  Holies;  Republicans  in  ro- 
man  ;  Fillmore  Americans  in  small  caps. 

The  vote  on  the  second  resolution  rejecting 
it  was  yeas  89,  nays  91.  Messrs.  Day,  Haven, 
Moore,  and  Tyson,  who  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  voted  against  this.  Mr.  Giddings, 
who  voted  on  the  first  resolution,  did  not  vote 
on  this. 


American  Platforms* 

Platform  of  1855. 

1.  Theacknowlcd^ent  of  that  Almighty  Be- 
ing who  rules  over  tne  universe — who  presides 
over  the  Councils  of  Nations — ^who  conducts 
the  affairs  of  men,  and  who,  in  every  step  by 
which  we  have  advanced  to  the  character  of 
an  independent  nation,  has  distinguished  us 
by  some  token  of  Providential  agency. 

2.  The  cultivation  and  development  of  a 
sentiment  of  profoundly  intense  American 
feeling  ;^of  passionate  attachment  to  our 
country,  its  history  and  its  institutions ;  of 
admiration  for  the  purer  days  of  our  national 
existence  ;  of  veneration  fur  the  heroism  that 
precipitated  our  Revolution,  and  of  emulation 
of  the  virtue,  wisdom,  and  patriotism  that 
framed  our  Constitution,  and  first  successfully 
applied  its  provinions. 

o.  The  maintenance  of  the  union  of  these 
Uidted  States,  as  the  paramount  political 
good  ;  OP,  to  use  the  language  of  Washington, 

*  Mr.  lyioB  has  dam  iupportad  Mr.  Buchanan. 


"  the  primary  object  of  patriotic  desire." 
And  hence — 

First.  Opposition  to  all  attempts  to  weaken 
or  subvert  it. 

Second.  Uncompromising  antagonism  to 
every  principal  of  policy  that  endangers  it. 

Third.  The  advocacy  of  an  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  all  political  differences  which  threaten 
its  integrity  or  perpetuity. 

Fourth.  The  suppression  of  aU  tendencies 
to  political  division,  founded  on  *' geographical 
discriminations,  or  on  the  belief  that  there  is 
a  real  difference  of  interests  and  views"  be- 
tween the  various  sections  of  the  Union. 

Fifth.  The  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
the  several  states,  as  expressed  and  reserved 
in  the  Constitution  ;  ana  a  -care  fulavoidanoe 
by  the  general  government,  of  all  interference 
with  their  rights  by  legislative  or  executive 
action. 

4.  Obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  these 
United  States  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
sacredly  obligatory  upon  all  its  parts  and 
members ;  and  steadfast  resistance  to  the  spirit 
of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however 
specious  the  pretexts.  Avowing  that  in  all 
doubtful  or  cusputed  points  it  may  only  be 
legally  ascertained  and  expounded  by  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States. 

First.  A  habit  of  reverential  obedience  to 
the  laws,  whether  national,  state,  or  munici- 
pal, until  they  are  repealed  or  declared  un- 
constitutional by  the  proper  authority. 

Second.  A  tender  and  sacred  regard  for 
those  acts  of  statesmanship,  which  are  to  be 
contradistinguished  from  acts  of  ordinary 
legislation,  by  the  fact  of  their  being  of  the 
nature  of  compacts  and  agreements ;  and  so, 
to  be  considered  a  fixed  and  settled  national 
policy. 

5.  A  radical  revision  and  modification  of 
the  laws  regulating  immigration,  and  the  set- 
tlement of  immigrants — offering  the  honest 
immigrant,  who,  from  love  of  liberty  or  hatred 
of  oppression,  seeks  an  asylum  in  the  United 
States,  a  friendly  reception  and  protection, 
but  unqualifiedly  condemning  the  transmis- 
sion to  our  shores  of  felons  and  paupers. 

6.  The  essential  modification  of  the  naturali- 
zation laws. 

The  repeal  by  the  legislatures  of  the  re- 
spective states,  of  all  state  laws  allowing  for- 
ei^ers  not  naturalized  to  vote.  The  repeal, 
without  retrospective  operation,  of  all  acts  of 
Congress  making  grants  of  land  to  unnatu- 
ralized foreigners,  and  allowing  them  to  vote 
in  the  territories. 

7.  Hostility  to  the  corrupt  means  by  which 
the  leaders  of  party  have  hitherto  forced  upon 
us  our  rulers  and  our  political  creeds. 

Implacable  enmity  against  the  present  de- 
moralizing system  of  rewards  for  political 
subserviency,  and  of  punishments  for  political 
independence. 

Disgust  for  the  wild  hunt  after  office  which 
characterizes  the  age. 

These  on  the  one  hand.    On  the  other — 

Imitation  of  the  practice  of  the  purer  d&^t 
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of  the  republic ;  and  admiration  of  the  maxim 
that  '*  office  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  man 
the  office/'  and  of  the  rule  that  the  just  mode 
of  ascertaining  fitness  for  office  is  the  capa- 
bility, the  faithfulness,  and  the  honesty  of 
the  incumbent  candidate. 

8.  Resistance  to  the  a^easive  policy  and 
corrupting  tendencies  ofuie  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  our  country  by  the  advancement  to 
all  political  stations — executive,  legislative, 
judicial,  or  diplomatic— of  those  only  who  do 
not  hold  civil  allegiance,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  any  foreign  power,  whether  civil  or  eccle- 
siastical, and  who  are  Americans  by  birth, 
education,  and  training — thus  fulfimne  the 

nca." 

The  protection  of  all  citizens  in  the  legal 
and  proper  exercise  of  their  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  privileges ;  the  maintenance  of  the 
right  of  every  man  to  the  full,  unrestnuned, 
and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  own  religious 
opinions  and  worship,  and  a  jealous  resistance 
01  all  attempts  by  any  sect,  denomination,  or 
church,  to  obtain  an  ascendancy  over  any 
other  in  the  state,  by  means  of  any  special 
privilege  or  exemptioa,  by  any  political  com- 
bination of  Its  members,  or  by  a  division  of 
their  civil  allegiance  with  any  Ibreign  power, 
potentate,  or  ecclesiastic. 

9.  The  reformation  of  the  character  of  our 
National  Legislature,  by  elevating  to  that 
dignified  and  responsible  position  men  of 
higher  qualifications,  purer  morals,  and  more 
unselfish  patriotism. 

10.  The  restriction  of  executive  patronage— 
especially  in  the  matter  of  appointments  to 
office— so  far  as  it  may  be  permitted  by  the 
Constitution,  and  consistent  with  the  public 
good. 

11.  The  education  of  the  youth  of  our  coun- 
try in  schools  provided  by  the  state ;  which 
schools  shall  be  common  to  fdl,  without  dis- 
tinction of  creed  or  party,  and  free  from  any 
influence  or  direction  of  a  denominationid  or 
partisan  character. 

And,  inasmuch  as  Christianity,  by  the  con- 
stitutions of  nearly  all  the  states :  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  most  eminent  judicial  authori- 
ties, and  by  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
America,  is  considered  an  clement  of  our 
political  system,  and  as  the  Holy  Bible  is  at 
once  the  source  of  Christianity,  and  the  depo- 
sitory and  fountain  of  all  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  wo  oprxise  every  attempt  to  exclude 
it  from  the  schools  thus  established  in  the 
states. 

12.  The  American  party,  having  arisen 
upon  the  ruins,  and  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
or  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties,  cannot 
be  held  in  any  manner  re8p<m8ible  for  the 
obnoxious  acts  or  violated  pledges  of  either. 
And  the  systematic  agitation  of  the  slavery 
(question  by  those  parties  having  elevat€Kl  sec- 
tional hostility  into  a  positive  element  of 
political  power,  and  brought  our  inrftitutions 
mto  peril,  it  hai«,  tlicrcfore,  become  the  im-  j 

pentive  duty  *^^  tlie  American  party  to  inter- . 


pose,  for  the  purpose  of  giring  peace  to  tlm 
country  and  perpetuity  to  the  Union.  And 
as  experience  has  shovm  it  impossible  to  re* 
concile  opinions  so  extreme  as  those  which 
separate  the  disputants,  and  as  there  can  be 
no  dishonor  in  submitting  to  the  laws,  the 
National  Council  has  deemed  it  the  best  guar- 
antee of  common  justice  and  of  future  peace, 
to  abide  by  and  maintain  the  existing  laws 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  a  final  and 
conclusive  settlement  of  that  subject,  in  fact 
and  in  substance. 

And,  regarding  it  the  highest  duty  to  avow 
their  opinions  upon  a  subject  so  important  in 
distinct  and  unequivocal  terms,  it  is  hereby 
declared  as  the  sense  of  this  National  Council, 
that  Confess  possesses  no  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  l^slate  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  tlie  states,  where  it  does  or  may 
exist,  or  to  exclude  any  state  from  admission 
into  the  Union  because  its  constitution  does  or 
does  not  recognise  the  institution  of  slavery 
as  a  part  of  its  social  system :  and  expressly 
pretermitting  any  expression  of  opinion  upon 
the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  or  prohibit 
slavery  in  any  territory,  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
National  Council  that  Congress  ought  not  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
any  interference  by  Congress  with  slavery  as 
it  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
compact  by  which  the  state  of  Maryland  ceded 
the  District  to  the  United  States,  and  a  breach 
of  the  national  faith. 

13.  The  policy  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  relations  with  foreign  go- 
vernments, is  to  exact  justice  from  the  strong- 
est, and  do  justice  to  the  weakest;  restraining, 
by  all  the  power  of  the  government,  all  its 
citizens  from  interference  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  nations  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace. 

14.  This  National  Council  declares  that  all 
the  principles  of  the  order  shall  be  henceforth 
everywhere  openly  avowed ;  and  that  each 
member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  known 
the  existence  of  the  order,  and  the  fact  thai 
he  himself  is  a  member ;  and  it  recommends 
that  there  be  no  concealment  of  the  places  of 
meeting  of  subordinate  councils. 

E.  B.  Bartlett  of  Ky. 

President  of  National  Council. 
C.  D.  DXSHLER  of  N.  J., 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
James  M.  Stephens  of  Md., 

Recording  Secretary; 

Platform  of  the  American  Party,  adopted 

AT  THE  session  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CoUNCIL, 

February  21,  1856. 

An  humble  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  for  his  protecting  care  vouchsafed  to  our 
fathers  in  their  successful  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  hitherto  manifcHte<l  t<»  uh,  their  dett- 
ccndants,  in  the  preservation  of  the  liberties,  the 
independence,  and  the  union  of  these  states. 
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2cL  The  papetaatioQ  of  the  Federal  Union, 
u  the  palladium  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties,  and  the  only  sure  bulwark  of  Ameri- 
«a  independence. 

V^.  Americans  must  rule  America,  and  to 
thia  end,natiTe-bom  citizens  should  be  selected 
for  mil  state,  federal,  and  municipal  offices,  or 
government  employment,  in  preference  to  all 
ociiers:  neTertheless 

4th.  Persons  bom  of  American  parents 
residing  temporarily  abroad,  should  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  rights  of  native-bom  citixenB ; 
but 

/5tfa.  No  person  should  be  selected  for  poli- 
tical station  (whether  of  native  or  foreign 
birth),  who  recognises  any  allegiance  or  od- 
li^ation  of  any  description  to  any  foreign 
pnnoe,  potentate  or  power,  or  who  refuses  to 
reeoffnise  the  federal  and  state  constitutions 
(eaeh  within  its  sphere)  as  paramount  to  all 
other  laws  as  issues  of  political  action. 
/iSth.  The  unqualified  recognition  and  main- 
tenance of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  several 
states,  and  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and 
fraternal  good  will,  between  the  citizens  of  the 
several  states,  and  to  this  end,  non-interference 
by  Congress  with  questions  appertaining  sole- 
ly to  the  individual  states,  and  non-inter- 
vention by  each  state  with  the  affairs  of  any 
other  state. 

«/Vth.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
native-bom  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  permanently  residing  in  any 
territory  thereof,  to  frame  their  constitution 
and  laws,  and  to  regulate  their  domestic  and 
social  aflkirs  in  their  own  mode,  subject  only 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
with  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the  Union 
whenever  they  have  the  requisite  population 
for  one  representative  in  Congress.  Provided 
always,  that  none  but  those  who  are  citizens 
of  tfcie  United  States,  under  the  Constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  and  who  have  a  fixed  resi- 
dence in  any  such  territory,  ought  to  partici- 
pate in  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  or 
m  the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  territory  or 
states. 

Sth.  An  enforcement  of  the  principle  that 
no  state  or  territonr  ou^ht  to  admit  others 
than  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  right 
of  suffrage,  or  of  holding  political  office. 
Y^th.  A  change  in  the  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion, making  a  continued  residence  of  twenty- 
one  years,  of  all  not  hereinbefore  provided 
for,  an  indispensable  requisite  for  citizenship 
hereafter,  and  excluding  all  paupers,  and  per- 
sons convicted  of  crime,  from  landing  upon 
our  shores ;  but  no  interference  wiUi  the 
vested  rights  of  foreigners. 
^lOth.  Opposition  to  any  union  between 
Church  and  State ;  no  interference  with  religi- 
ons faith,  or  worship,  and  no  test  oaths  K>r 
office. 

llth.   Free  and  thorough  investigation  into 
any  and  all  alleged  abuses  of  public  func- 
tionaries, and  a  strict  economy  in  public  ex- 
penditures. 
/'ISth.  The  maintenance  and  enforcement 


of  all  laws  constitutionally  enacted,  until  sud 
laws  shall  be  repealed,  or  shall  be  declared 
null  and  void  by  competent  judicial  authority. 
13th.  Opposition  to  the  reckless  and  unwise 
policy  of  the  present  administration  in  the 
general  management  of  our  national  affairs, 
and  more  especially  as  shovm  in  removing 
<*  Americans''  b^  designation  and  conser- 
vatives in  principle,  from  office,  and  placing 
foreigners  and  ultraists  in  their  places ;  as 
shovm  in  a  truckling  subserviency  to  the 
stronger,  and  an  insolent  and  cowu^ly  bra- 
vado towards  the  weaker  powers ;  as  shown 
in  re-opening  sectional  agitation,  by  the 
repeiU  of  the  Missouri  Compromise ;  as  shown 
in  granting  to  unnaturalized  foreigners  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  Kansas  *and  Nebraska ; 
as  shown  in  its  vacillating  course  on  the  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  question ;  as  shown  in  the 
corruptions  which  pervade  some  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government ;  as  shown  in  dis* 
gracing  meritorious  naval    officers   through 

Prejudice  or  caprice ;    and  as  shown  in  the 
lundering  mismanagement  of  our  foreign 
relations. 

14th.  Therefore,  to  remedy  existing  evils, 
and  prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  other- 
wise resulting  therefrom,  we  would  build  up 
the  "American  party"  upon  the  principle 
hereinbefore  stated. 

15th.  That  each  state  council  shall  have 
authority  to  amend  their  several  constitutions, 
so  as  to  abolish  the  several  degrees,  and  in- 
stitute a  pledge  of  honor,  instead  of  other  obh 
ligations  for  fellowship  and  admission  into 
the  party. 

loth.  A  free  and  open  discussion  of  all 
political  principles  embraced  in  our  platform, 


American  Ritual* 

Constitution  op  the  National  Council  of 
THE  United  States  op  North  America. 

Art.  Ist.  This  organization  shall  be  known 
by  the  name  and  title  of  The  National 
Council  op  the  United  States  op  North 
America,  and  its  jurisdiction  and  power 
shall  extend  to  all  the  states,  districts,  and  ^ 
territories  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

Art.  2d.  The  object  of  this  organization 
shall  be  to  protect  every  American  citizen  in 
the  legal  and  proper  exercise  of  all  his  civil 
and  religious  rights  and  privileges ;  to  resist 
the  insidious  policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  all  other  foreign  influence  against  our  re- 
publican institutions  in  all  lawful  ways ;  to 
place  in  all  offices  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  or  by  appointment^ 
none  but  native-born  Protestant  citizens,  and 
to  protect,  preserve,  and  upholdt  he  union 
of  those  states  and  the  constitution  of  the 
same. 

Art.  3d.  Sec.  1. — A  person  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  any  subordinate  council  must  be  twen^- 
one  years  of  age;  he  must  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  as  the  Creatof 
and  preserver  of  me  universe.    Ho  must  be  % 
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of  the  republic ;  and  admiration  of  the  maxim 
that  "  omce  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  man 
the  office/'  and  of  the  rule  that  the  just  mode 
of  ascertaining  fitness  for  office  is  the  capa- 
bilit^y  the  faithfulness,  and  the  honesty  of 
the  mcumbent  candidate. 

8.  Resistance  to  the  aggressive  policy  and 
corrupting  tendencies  of  Uie  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  our  country  by  the  advancement  to 
all  political  stations — executive,  legislative, 
judicial,  or  diplomatic— of  those  only  who  do 
not  hold  civil  allegiance,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  any  foreign  power,  whether  civil  or  eccle- 
siastical, and  who  are  Americans  by  birth, 
education,  and  training — thus  fulfilung  the 
m«im.  "  Ai„eric«.s  only  shaU  govern  Ame- 
ncA. 

The  protection  of  all  citizens  in  the  legal 
and  proper  exercise  of  their  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  privileges ;  the  maintenance  of  the 
right  of  every  man  to  the  full,  unrestndned, 
and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  own  religious 
opinions  and  worship,  and  a  jealous  resistance 
01  all  attempts  by  any  sect,  denomination,  or 
church,  to  obtain  an  ascendancy  over  any 
other  in  the  state,  by  means  of  any  special 
privilege  or  exemptioa,  by  any  political  com- 
bination of  Its  members,  or  by  a  division  of 
tlieir'  civil  allegiance  with  any  Ibreign  power, 
potentate,  or  ecclesiastic. 

9.  The  reformation  of  the  character  of  our 
National  Legislature,  by  elevating  to  that 
dignified  and  responsible  position  men  of 
higher  qualifications,  purer  morals,  and  more 
unselfish  patriotism. 

10.  The  restriction  of  executive  patronage — 
especially  in  the  matter  of  appointments  to 
office— so  far  as  it  may  be  permitted  by  the 
Constitution,  and  consistent  with  the  public 
good. 

11.  The  education  of  the  youth  of  our  coun- 
try in  schools  provided  by  the  state ;  which 
scihools  shall  be  common  to  all,  without  dis- 
tinction of  creed  or  party,  and  free  from  any 
influence  or  direction  of  a  denominational  or 
partisan  character. 

And,  inasmuch  as  Christianity,  by  the  con- 
stitutions of  nearly  all  the  states :  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  most  eminent  judicial  authori- 
ties, and  by  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
America,  is  considered  an  element  of  our 
political  system,  and  as  the  Holy  Bible  is  at 
once  the  source  of  Christianity,  and  the  depo- 
sitory and  fountain  of  all  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  we  oppose  every  attempt  to  exclude 
it  from  the  schools  thus  established  in  the 
states. 

12.  The  American  party,  having  arisen 
upon  the  ruins,  and  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
or  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties,  cannot 
be  held  in  any  manner  responsible  for  the 
obnoxious  acts  or  violated  pledges  of  either. 
And  the  systematic  acitation  of  the  slavery 
(question  by  those  parties  having  elevated  sec- 
tional hostility  into  a  positive  clement  of 
political  power,  and  broup^ht  our  institutions 
mto  peril,  it  has,  therefore,  becximo  the  im-  j 

/mrsttre  duty  *^^  tlie  American  party  to  inter- : 


pose,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  peace  to  thu 
country  and  perpetidty  to  the  Union.  And 
as  experience  has  shown  it  impossible  to  re* 
ooncile  opinions  so  extreme  as  those  which 
separate  the  disputants,  and  as  there  can  be 
no  dishonor  in  submitting  to  the  laws,  the 
National  Council  has  deemed  it  the  best  guar- 
antee of  common  justice  and  of  future  peace, 
to  abide  by  and  maintain  the  existing  laws 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  a  final  and 
conclusive  settlement  of  that  subject,  in  fact 
and  in  substance. 

And,  regarding  it  the  highest  duty  to  avow 
their  opinions  upon  a  subject  so  important  in 
distinct  and  unequivocal  terms,  it  is  hereby 
declared  as  the  sense  of  this  National  Council, 
that  Congress  possesses  no  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  l^slate  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  states,  where  it  does  or  may 
exist,  or  to  exclude  any  state  from  admission 
into  the  Union  because  its  constitution  does  or 
does  not  recognise  the  institution  of  slavery 
as  a  part  of  its  social  system :  and  expressly 
pretermitting  any  expression  of  opinion  upon 
the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  or  prohibit 
slavery  in  any  territory,  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
National  Council  that  Congress  ought  not  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
any  interference  by  Congress  with  slavery  as 
it  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
compact  by  which  the  state  of  Maryland  ceded 
the  District  to  the  United  States,  and  a  breach 
of  the  national  faith. 

13.  The  policy  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  relations  with  foreign  go- 
vernments, is  to  exact  justice  from  the  strong- 
est, and  do  justice  to  the  weakest;  restraining, 
by  all  the  power  of  the  government,  all  its 
citizens  from  interference  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  nations  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace. 

14.  This  National  Council  declares  that  all 
the  principles  of  the  order  shall  be  henceforth 
everywhere  openly  avowed ;  and  that  each 
member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  known 
the  existence  of  the  order,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  a  member ;  and  it  recommends 
that  there  be  no  concealment  of  the  places  of 
meeting  of  subordinate  councils. 

E.  B.  Bartuett  of  Ky. 

President  of  National  Council. 
C.  D.  Deshler  of  N.  J., 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
James  M.  Stephens  of  Md., 

Recording  Secretary; 

Platform  or  the  American  Party,  adopted 

AT  THE  session  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CoUNClL, 

February  21,  1856. 

An  humble  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  for  his  protecting  care  vouchsafed  to  our 
fathers  in  their  successful  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  hitherto  manifested  to  us,  their  des- 
ccndants,  in  the  preservation  of  the  liberties,  the 
independence,  and  the  union  of  these  stateiu 


AMEBICAN  PLATFORMS.— AMERICAN  RITUAL. 


6T 


2cL  The  papetaatioQ  of  the  Federal  Union, 
u  the  palhulium  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties,  and  the  only  sure  bulwark  of  Ameri- 
«n  independence. 

Vsd.  Americans  must  rule  America,  and  to 
this  end,  natiye-bom  citizens  should  be  selected 
for  mil  state,  federal,  and  municipal  offices,  or 
government  employment,  in  preference  to  all 
others:  nevertheless 

4th.  Persons  bom  of  American  parents 
residing  temponuily  abroad,  should  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  rights  of  native-bom  citizens ; 
but 

/5tfa.  No  person  should  be  selected  for  poli- 
tical station  (whether  of  native  or  foreign 
birth),  who  recognises  any  allegiance  or  oo- 
li^Uion  of  any  description  to  any  foreign 
pnnoe,  potentate  or  power,  or  who  refuses  to 
reeoffnise  the  federal  and  state  oonstitutions 
(eaeh  vrithin  its  sphere)  as  paramount  to  all 
other  laws  as  issues  of  political  action. 
/iSth.  The  unqualified  recognition  and  main- 
tenance of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  several 
states,  and  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and 
fraternal  good  will,  between  the  citizens  of  the 
several  states,  and  to  this  end,  non4nterference 
by  Congress  with  questions  appertaining  sole- 
ly to  the  individual  states,  and  non-inter- 
vention by  each  state  with  the  affairs  of  any 
other  state. 

«/Vth.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
nalive-bom  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  permanently  residing  in  any 
territory  thereof,  to  frame  their  constitution 
and  laws,  and  to  regulate  their  domestic  and 
sodal  affairs  in  their  own  mode,  subject  only 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
with  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the  Union 
whenever  they  have  the  requisite  population 
for  one  representative  in  Congress.  Provided 
always,  that  none  but  those  who  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  Constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  and  who  have  a  fixed  resi- 
dence in  any  such  territory,  ought  to  partici- 
pate in  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  or 
in  the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  territory  or 
states. 

8th.  An  enforcement  of  the  principle  that 
no  state  or  territonr  ought  to  admit  others 
than  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  right 
of  suffra^,  or  of  holdiug  political  office. 
/9th.  A  change  in  the  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion, making  a  continued  residence  of  twenty- 
one  years,  of  all  not  hereinbefore  provided 
for,  an  indispensable  requisite  for  citizenship 
hereafter,  and  excluding  all  paupers,  and  per- 
sons convicted  of  crime,  from  landing  upon 
our  shores ;  but  no  interference  with  the 
vested  rights  of  foreigners. 
^Oth.  Opposition  to  any  union  between 
Church  and  State ;  no  interference  with  religi- 
ons faith,  or  worship,  and  no  test  oaths  for 
office. 

llth.   Free  and  thorough  investigation  into 
any  and  all  alleged  abuses  of  public  func- 
tionaries, and  a  strict  economy  in  public  ex- 
penditures. 
^12th«  The  maintenance  and  enforcement 


of  all  laws  constitutionally  enacted,  until  said 
laws  shall  be  repealed,  or  shall  be  declared 
null  and  void  by  competent  judicial  authority. 

13th.  Opposition  to  the  reckless  and  unwise 
policy  of  the  present  administration  in  the 
general  management  of  our  national  affairs, 
and  more  especially  as  shown  in  removing 
"Americans"  b^  designation  and  conser- 
vatives in  principle,  from  office,  and  placing 
foreigners  and  ultraists  in  their  places ;  as 
shovm  in  a  truckling  subserviency  to  the 
stronger,  and  an  insolent  and  cowardly  bra- 
vado towards  the  weaker  powers ;  as  shown 
in  re-opening  sectional  agitation,  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise ;  as  shown 
in  granting  to  unnaturalized  foreigners  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  Kansas  'and  Nebraska ; 
as  shown  in  its  vacillating  course  on  the  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  question ;  as  shown  in  the 
corruptions  which  pervade  some  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government ;  as  shown  in  dis- 
gracing meritorious  naval  officers  through 
Prejudice  or  caprice ;  and  as  shown  in  the 
lundering  mismanagement  of  our  foreign 
relations. 

14th.  Therefore,  to  remedy  existing  evils, 
and  prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  other- 
wise resulting  therefrom,  we  would  build  up 
the  "American  party"  upon  the  principle 
hereinbefore  stated. 

15th.  That  each  state  council  shall  have 
authority  to  amend  their  several  constitutions, 
so  as  to  abolish  the  several  degrees,  and  in- 
stitute a  pledge  of  honor,  instead  of  other  ob' 
ligations  for  fellowship  and  admission  into 
the  party. 

loth.  A  free  and  open  discussion  of  all 
political  principles  embraced  in  our  platform, 
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Constitution  op  the  National  Council  of 
THE  United  States  of  North  America. 

Art.  1st.  This  organization  shall  be  known 
by  the  name  and  title  of  The  National 
Council  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  its  jurisdiction  and  ]X)wer 
shall  extend  to  all  the  states,  districts,  and  %/ 
territories  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

Art.  2d.  The  object  of  this  organization 
shall  be  to  protect  every  American  citizen  in 
the  legal  and  proper  exercise  of  all  his  civil 
and  religious  rights  and  privileges ;  to  resist 
the  insidious  policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  all  other  foreign  influence  against  our  re- 
publican institutions  in  all  lawful  ways  ;  to 
place  in  all  offices  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  or  by  apijomtment^ 
none  but  native-born  Protestant  citizens,  and 
to  protect,  preserve,  and  uphold t  he  union 
of  these  states  and  the  constitution  of  the 
same. 

Art.  3d.  Sec.  1. — A  person  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  any  subordinate  council  must  be  twen^- 
one  years  of  age;  he  must  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  as  the  Creator 
and  preserver  of  me  universe.    He  muHt  be  % 
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native-born  citizen ;  a  Protestant,  either  born 
of  Protestant  parents,  or  reared  under  Pro- 
testant iniiuonce  ;  and  not  united  in  marriage 
with  a  Roman  Catholic ;  provided,  neverthe- 
less, that  in  this  last  respect,  the  state,  district, 
or  territorial  councils^ shall  be  authorized  to 
80  construct  their  respective  constitutions  as 
shall  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause  in  their  several  jurisdictions  ;  and 
Erovided,  moreover,  that  no  member  who  may 
avc  a  Koman  Cutholie  wife  shall  be  eligible 
to  office  in  this  order  ;  and  provided,  further, 
should  any  state,  district,  or  territorial  council 
preftjr  the  words  "  Roman  Catholic"  as  a  dis- 
qualification to  membership,  in  place  of  "  Pro- 
testant'' as  a  (qualification,  they  may  so  con- 
sider this  constitution  and  govern  their  action 
accordingly. 

Sec.  2. — There  shall  be  an  interval  of  three 
weeks  between  the  conferring  of  the  first  and 
second  degrees ;  and  of  three  months  between 
the  conferring  of  the  second  and  third  degrees 
— provided,  that  this  restriction  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  those  who  may  have  received  the  second 
degree  previous  to  tne  first  day  of  December 
next ;  and  provided,  further,  that  the  presi- 
dents of  state,  district,  and  territorial  councils 
may  grant  dispensations  for  initiating  in  all 
tlie  degrees,  officers  of  new  councils. 

Sec.  3. — The  national  council  shall  hold  its 
annual  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the 
month  of  June,  at  such  place  as  may  be  de- 
signated by  the  national  council  at  the  pre- 
vious annual  meeting,  and  it  may  adjourn 
from  time  to  time.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President,  on  the  written  request 
of  five  delegations  representing  five  state  coun- 
cils ;  provided,  that  sixty  days^  notice  shall  be 
given  to  the  state  councils  previous  to  said 
meeting. 

Sec.  4. — The  national  council  shall  be  com- 
posed of  seven  delegates  from  each  state,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  state  councils ;  and  each  dis- 
trict or  territory  where  a  district  or  territorial 
council  shall  exist,  shall  be  entitled  to  send 
two  delegates,  to  be  chosen  from  said  council 
— provided,  that  in  the  nomination  of  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  each  state  shall  be  entitled 
to  cast  the  same' number  of  votes  as  they  shall 
have  members  in  both  houses  of  Congress.  In 
all  sessions  of  the  national  council,  thirty-two 
delegates,  representing  thirteen  states,  terri- 
tories, or  districts,  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  5. — The  national  council  shall  be  vested 
with  the  following  powers  and  privileges : 

It  shall  be  the  head  of  the  organization  for 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  shall 
fix  and  esta])lish  all  signs,  grips,  passwords, 
and  such  other  secret  work,  as  may  seem  to 
it  necessary. 

It  shall  nave  the  power  to  decide  all  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  national  politics. 

It  snail  have  the  power  to  exact  ^m  the 
state  councils,  quarterly  or  annual  statemente 
M  to  the  number  of  members  under  their  ju- 


risdictions, and  in  relation  to  all  other  matters 
necessary  for  its  information. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  form  state,  territo- 
rial, or  district  councils,  and  to  grant  dispensa- 
tions for  the  formation  of  such  bSdies,  when  fiv« 
subordinate  councils  shall  have  been  put  in 
operation  in  any  state,  territory,  or  district, 
and  application  made. 

It  snail  have  the  power  to  determine  upon  a 
mode  of  punishment  in  case  of  any  dereliction 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  its  members  or  <.)ffi('crs. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  cabalistic 
characters  for  the  purpose  of  writing  or  tele- 
graphing. Said  characters  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  presidents  of  the  state  councils, 
and  by  them  to  the  presidents  of  tlie  subordi- 
nate councils. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  any  and 
every  measure  it  may  deem  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  success  of  the  organization  ;  provided, 
that  nothing  shall  be  done  by  the  said  national 
council  in  violation  of  the  constitution ;  and 
provided  further,  that  in  all  political  matters, 
its  members  may  be  instructed  by  the  state 
councils,  and  if  so  instructed,  shall  carry  out 
such  instructions  of  the  state  councils  which 
they  represent  until  overruled  by  a  miyority 
of  the  national  council. 

Art.  4. — The  President  shall  always  preside 
over  the  national  council  when  present,  and 
in  his  absence  the  Vice  President  shall  pre- 
side, and  in  the  absence  of  both  the  national 
council  shall  appoint  a  preaideut  jnv  tempore; 
and  the  presiding  officers  may  at  all  times  call 
a  member  to  the  chair,  but  such  appointment 
shall  not  extend  beyond  one  sitting  of  the  na- 
tional council. 

Art.  5,  Sec  1. — The  officers  of  the  National 
Council  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  President, 
Chaplain,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  two  Sentinels,  witli 
such  other  officers  as  tlie  national  council  may 
see  fit  to  appoint  from  time  to  time  ;  and  the 
secretaries  and  sentinels  may  receive  such 
compensation  as  the  national  council  shall  de- 
termine. 

Sec.  2. — The  duties  of  the  several  officers 
created  by  this  constitution  shall  be  such  as 
the  work  of  this  organiiiation  prescril)eB. 

Art.  6,  Sec.  1. — All  officers  provided  for  by 
this  constitution,  except  the  sentinels,  shall  be 
elected  annually  by  ballot.  The  president 
may  appoint  sentinels  from  time  to  time. 

oec.  2. — A  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast 
shall  be  requisite  to  an  election  for  an  office. 

Sec.  3. — All  officers  and  delegates  of  this 
council,  and  of  all  stete,  district-,  territorial, 
and  subordinate  councils,  must  be  invested 
with  all  the  degrees  of  this  order. 

Sec.  4. — All  vacancies  in  the  elective  offices 
shall  be  filled  by  a  vote  of  the  national  coun- 
cil, and  only  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the 
said  vacancy. 

Art  7,  Sec.  1.— The  national  council  shall 
entertain  and  decide  all  cases  of  appeal,  and 
it  shall  establish  a  form  of  appeal. 

Sec.  2. — The  national  council  shall  levy  a 
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rt  of  the  Dftdonal  oonncil,  to 
it  Buoh  timea  as 
Uw'nstional  oiUQcil  shall  determine. 

Art.  8. — This  nBtiaiml  councK  ma;  alter 
toil  amend  thin  constitution  at  its  regular  an- 
nual meetine  in  June  next,  hy  a  vote  of  the 
nujuritr  of  the  whole  number  of  the  members 
|ire«nt:     (Cincinnati,  Nov.  24,  1854.) 

/KuLU  and  lUaOLATIOSS. 

Rale  1. — Each  slate,  district,  or  territory,  in 
ifhii'h  there  may  exist  five  or  more  suhvrdi- 
niile  muDcils  working  nnder  dispensations 
fmiD  the  National  Council  of  the  United 
Stales  (^  North  America,  or  under  regular 
/  ili»prniioti<ins  from  some  state,  district,  or  ter- 
'  ritory.  are  duly  emwiwered  to  establish  them- 
Mlvm  into  a  state,  district,  or  territorial  coun- 
cil, and  when  so  established,  to  form  for 
themiwlves  constitutions  and  by-laws  for 
their  gnvemmcnt,  in  pursuance  of,  and  in  con- 
HonanM  with  the  Constitution  of  the  National 
Council  of  tlie  Cnited  States;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  all  state,  district  or  territorial  conati- 
tatinns  sball  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  United  States.  (Jane, 
1M4.) 

Rule  2.— All  state,  district,  or  territorial 
councils,  when  established,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  establish  all  subordi- 
nate counciU  within  tbeir  respective  limita  ; 
and  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  of  all  such 
■abordinate  councils  must  be  approved  by 
their  respective  state,  district,  or  territorial 
oounclU.     (June,  1864.) 

Rule  3. — All  state,  district,  or  territorial 
oounoils,  when  established  and  until  the  for- 
mation of  constitutions,  shall  work  under  the 
cnoKtitution  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
United  States.     (June,  1854.) 

Rule  4.— In  all  cases  where,  for  the  oon- 
venience  of  the  organiiation,  two  state  or  ter- 
ritorial councils  may  be  established,  the  two 
councils  together  sholl  bo  entitled  to  but  thir- 
teen delectus*  in  the  National  Council  of  the 
United  States — the  proportioned  number  of 
delegates  to  depend  on  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  the  orfraJiizations ;  provided,  that  no 
stats  shall  be  allowed  to  have  more  than  one 
stale  c<iuncil,  without  the  consent  of  the  Na- 
linnal  Council  of  the  United  States.     (June, 

ie54.) 

Rale  5. — In  any  state,  district,  or  territory, 
where  there  may  be  more  than  one  organiia- 
tion  workinjr  on  the  some  basis,  (to  wit,  the 
loilireTiand  "councils"),  the  same  shall  be  re- 
quired tuoombine  ;  the  officers  of  each  organi- 
lation  shall  resign  and  new  officers  be  elected ; 
kihI  thereafter  these  bodies  shall  be  known  as 
state  eoancils,  and  eabotdinate  councils,  and 
Tiew  charters  shall  be  granted  to  tiiem  by  the 
national  council.     (June.  IS54.) 

Rule  6. — It  shall  be  considered  a  penal 
offence  for  any  brother  not  an  officer  of  a 
•abordinate  council,  to  make  use  of  the  sign 
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than  from  midnight  to  one  hour  M^ 
fore  daybreak,  and  this  rule  shall  be  incorpo 
rated  into  the  by-laws  of  the  state,  district 
and  territorial  councils.     (June,  1854.) 

Rule  T. — The  determination  of  the  necessity 
and  mode  of  issuing  the  posters  for  public  no- 
tification shall  be  intrusted  to  the  state,  dis- 
trict, or  territorial  councils.     (June,  1S54.) 

Rule  8. — The  respective  state,  district,  or 
territoriri  councils  shall  be  required  to  make 
statements  of  the  number  of  members  within 
their  respective  limits,  at  the  next  meeting  of 
this  national  council,  and  annually  thereafter, 
at  the  regular  annual  meeting.   (June,  1854.) 

Rule  19.— The  delegates  to  Uie  National 
Council  of  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica shall  be  entitled  to  three  dollars  per  dsT 
for  their  attendance  upon  the  national  council, 
and  for  each  day  that  may  be  necessary  in 
going  and  returning  from  the  same ;  and  five 
cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  they  may  neces- 
sarily travel  in  going  to,  and  returning  from 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  natioiiai  council ; 
to  be  computed  b^  the  nearest  mail  ront« : 
which  shall  be  paid  ont  of  the  treasury  of  the 
national  council.    (November.  1854.) 

Rule  10.— Each  state,  district,  or  territorial 
council  shall  be  taxed  four  cents  per  annum 
for  every  member  in  good  standing  belonging 
to  each  subordinate  council  nnder  its  jnrisdio- 
tion  on  the  fint  day  of  April,  which  shall  be 
reported  to  the  national  council,  and  paid  into 
the  national  treasury,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  the  annual  session,  to  be  held  in  June; 
and  on  the  same  day  in  each  succeediog  year. 
And  the  first  fiscal  year  shall  be  considered  aa 
commencing  on  the  first  day  of  December, 

1854,  and  ending  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May, 

1855.  (November,  1854.) 

Rule  11,— The  following  shall  be  the  key  to 
determine  and  ascertain  the  purport  of  any 
communication  that  may  be  addressed  to  the 
president  of  a  state,  district,  or  territorial 
council  b^  the  president  of  the  national « 
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Rule  12.— The  olause  of  the  article  of  the 
oonstitution  relative  to  belief  in  the  Supreme 
Being  is  obligatory  upon  every  slate  and  sub- 
ordinate oouncil,  OS  well  as  upon  each  indi- 
vidual member.     (June,  1854.) 

Rule  13.— The  following  shaU  be  the  com 
pensation  of  the  officers  of  this  council : — 

1st.  The  corresponding  secretary  shall  be 
p^d  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  from 
the  17th  day  of  June,  1864. 

2d.  The  treasurer  shall  be  paid  fire  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  from  the  l7th  dav  of  June, 
1854. 

3d.  The  aentinek  aball  be  paid  &n  dalUn 
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for  every  day  they  may  be  in  attendaoce  on  Vote  8th. — MeBsra.  Gifford  of  Pa.,  Barker 
the  sittings  of  the  national  conncil.  of  N.  Y.,  Deshler  of  N.  J.,  Williamson  of  Ya., 

4th.  The  chaplain  shall  be  paid  one  hun-  and  Stephens  of  Md.,  are  appointed  a  com- 
dred  dollars  per  annum,  from  the  I7th  day  of  mittee  to  confer  with  similar  committees  that 
June,  1854.  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpone  of  oun> 

5th.  The  recording  secretary  shall  be  paid  solidating  the  Tarious  American  orders,  with 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  from  the  17 th  power  to  make  the  necessary  arraDgemontH 
day  of  June,  1854.  tor  such  consolidation — subject  to  the  approval 

oth.  The  assistant  secretary  shall  be  paid  of  this  national  council,  at  its  next  session, 
five  dollars  per  day,  for  every  day  he  may  be   (November,  1854.) 

in  attendance  on  the  sitting  of  the  national  Yote  Oth. — On  the  receipt  of  the  new  ritual 
council.  All  of  which  is  to  oe  paid  out  of  the  by  the  members  of  this  national  council  who 
national  treasury,  on  the  draft  ot  the  freeident  have  recei  /ed  the  third  degree,  they  or  any  of 
(November,  1854.)  them  may,  and  they  are  hereby  empowerod  to, 

Special  Voting  confer  the  third  degree  upon  members  of  this 

tr  X     ^  .     m,^.         X.      1    '        -1    I-      t     body  in  their  respeotive  states,  districtn,  nnd 

Vote  Ist— This  national  wuncd  hereby  territories,  and  upon  the  presidents  and  other 
mnts  to  the  state  of  Virginia  two  sUte  comi-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^^ct,  and  territ(»rial 
oils,  the  one  to  be  located  in  Eastern  a^  the  councils.  And  further,  the  presidents  of  the 
other  in  Western  Virginia,  the  Blue  Ridge  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  territorial  councils  shall  in 
Mountains  being  the  geographical  line  bo-  ^^  g^^  instance  confer  the  third  degree  upon 
tween  the  two  lunsdictions.    (June,  1854.)       ^  ^       ^f  ^^  presidents  and  oflficers  of  their 

Vote  2d.--The  president  shall  have  power,  gui^ojdfnate  councils  as  can  be  assembled  to- 
tiU  the  next  session  of  the  naUonal  council  ^^^  j^  ^^-^^  respective  localities ;  and  after- 
to  grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  *ards  the  same  may  be  conferred  upon  officers 
state,  district,  or  temt»rial  councils,  in  form  ^^  ^^^^  subordinate  councils,  by  any  presid- 
most  agreeable  to  his  own  discretion,  upon  >  ^^^^  ^^  ^  council  who  sliill  have  pre- 
proner  apDhcation  being  made    (June,  1854.J    ^^^  ,    ^^^^j^^^  it  ^^^^^  ^^^  provisions  oAhe 

u        r.u'''  "^^  ?^  ""}'  ^^,^^S***«.^  i^^^S  constitution.     (November,  1854.) 

members  of  the  present  national  council  shall  y^^^  lOth.-To  entitle  any  delegate  to  a 

be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  m  Juno,  1855  ^^  .^  ^^  nfiiiojMd  council,  at  its  annual  sea- 

^  the  hour  of  SIX  o  clock  m  the  forenoon ;  and  ^j^^  j^  j^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^    ^^^^^^  ^  properly- 

the  naUonal  council  convemng  in  annual  ses-  authenticated    certificate  tW  he  4as  duly 

sion  upon  that  day,  shall  be  composed  exclu-  ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^      ^^  ^  ^^  ^       ^^  appointei 

Bively  of  dele^tes  elected  under  and  m  ac-  ^  ^^ibstitute  in  Accordance  with  the  require- 

oprdance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitu-  ^^„^  ^^  ^^  constitutions  of  state,  territorial, 

tion,  as  amended  at  the  present  session  of  this  ^^  ^j^^^^^  councils.  And  no  delegate  shall  be 

national  council :  provided,  that  this  resolu-  ^^^j^^  ^^^         ^^^     ^j^^^ct,  or  territorial 

tion  shaU  not  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  na-  ^^^^-^  ^^^^^  y^^  ^^^  ^^.^  ^^e  constitution 

Uonal  council.     (November,  18o4.)  ^^^  ^j^^^l  ^^  ^l^j^  national  council.     (Novem- 

Yote  4th. — The  corresponding  secretary  of  j^^^.  jg^^  \  ^ 
this  council  is  authorized  to  have  printed  the  ^r^^^  lith.-The  committee  on  printing  the 
names  of  the  delegates  to  this  national  coun-  eonstitution  and  ritual  is  authorized  to  have  a 
cil;  also,  those  of  the  presidents  of  the  several  ^^^ffieiont  number  of  the  same  printed  for  the 
state,  district  and  territorial  co^^^^  use  of  the  order.  And  no  state,  district,  or 
with  their  address,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  territorial  council  shall  l>e  allowed  to  reprini 
thesametoeaxjhporsonnamed;  and  further,  ^h^  same.  (November,  1854.) 
^e  corresponding  secretaries  of  each  state  y^^^  12th.-The  right  to  establish  all  sub- 
district,  and  tcrritot-  are  requested  to  forward  ^^j^^^^  ^^^^^jj^  j^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  districta. 
a  copy  of  their  several  constituUons  to  each  ^^^  territories  represented  in  tliis  national 

vl    i.u      T    .u'       ,r^   r        r*i,  *•     Council,  shall  bc  confined  to  the  state,  district, 

Vote  5th.-.In  the  nubhcation  of  the  consti-   ^^  territorial  cc^uncUs  which  they  represent, 
tution  and  tlie  ritual,  under  the  direction  of    (Xoygmber  1854) 
the    committee — brothers   Deshler,  Damrell,    ^^  *         ') 

and  Stephens — the  name,  signs,  grips,  and 
passworos  of  the  order  shall  be  indicated  by 
[***],  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  each  state,  district,  and  territorial 
council,  and  to  each  member  of  that  body. 
(November,  1854.) 

Vote  Gth. — ^A  copy  of  the  constitution  of 
each  state,  district,  and  territorial  council, 
shall  be  submitted  to  this  council  for  examinar 
tion.     (November,  1854.) 

Vote  7th. — It  shall  be  the  dutjr  of  the  trear 
surer,  at  each  annual  meeting  of  this  body,  to 
make  a  report  of  all  moneys  received  or  ex- 
pended  in  the  interval.    (November,  1854.) 


Constitution  for  the  Governkent  op  Sub- 
ordinate Councils. 

Art.  I.  Sec.  1. — Each  subordinate  council 
shall  be  composed  of  not  less  than  thirteen 
mcnil>ers,  all  of  whom  shall  have  received  all 
the  degrees  of  the  order,  and  shall  be  known 

and  recognised  a?  Council,  No. ^ 

of  the  of  the  county  of ,  and 

State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2. — No  person  shall  be  a  member  of 
any  subordinate  council  in  this  stat^),  unless 
he  possesses  all  the  qualifications,  and  comet 
up  to  all  the  requiremento  laid  down  in  th# 
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eratttitatkm  of  the  national  oonncil,  and  whose 
wife  (if  he  has  one),  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic. 
Sec.  3.  No  application  for  membership 
fihall  be  receiyed  and  acted  on  from  a  person 
residing  oat  of  the  state,  or  resides  in  a  oonnty 
trhere  there  is  a  council  in  existence,  unless 
apoo  special  caose  to  be  stated  to  the  council, 
to  be  judged  of  by  the  same ;  and  such  person* 
if  the  reasons  be  considered  sufficient,  may  be 
ini^ted  the  same  night  he  is  proposed,  pro- 
vided he  resides  ^xe  miles  or  more  from  the 
place  where  the  council  is  located.  But  no 
periion  can  Tote  in  any  council,  except  the  one 
<)f  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sec  4.  Every  person  applying  for  member- 
ship, shall  be  voted  for  oy  ballot,  in  open 
coiin<nl,  if  a  ballot  is  reauested  by  a  single 
member.  If  one-third  ot  the  votes  cast  i)e 
a«rainst  the  applicant,  he  shall  be  rejected.  If 
any  applicant  be  rejected,  he  shall  not  be 
a^n  proposed  withm  six  months  thereafter. 
Nothing  nerein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  initiation  of  applicants  pri- 
vately, by  those  empowered  to  do  so,  in  loc€di- 
ties  where  there  are  no  councils  within  a 
convenient  distance. 

Sec.  5.  Any  member  of  one  subordinate 
ccMincil  wishine  to  change  his  membership  to 
another  councu,  shall  apply  to  the  councu  to 
which  he  belongs,  either  in  writing  or  orally 
throQgh  another  member,  and  the  question 
shall  be  decided  by  the  council.  If  a  majority 
are  in  favor  of  granting  him  an  honorable 
ili^mission,  he  sh^l  receive  the  same  in  writ- 
ing, to  be  signed  by  the  president  and  counter- 
t<!:^ed  by  the  secretary.  But  until  a  member 
thus  receiving  an  honorable  dismission  has 
actually  been  admitted  to  membership  in 
aniither  council,  he  shall  be  held  subject  to  the 
•liiwripline  of  the  council  from  which  he  has 
received  the  dismission,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  ?«ame,  for  any  violation  of  the  requirements 
•»f  the  order.  Before  being  received  in  the 
i.ftuncil,  to  which  he  wishes  to  transfer  his 
membership,  he  shall  present  said  certificate 
•tf  honorable  dismission,  and  shall  be  received 
as  new  members  are. 

Sec.  6.  Applications  for  the  second  degree 
9hall  not  be  received  except  in  second  degree 
rininciis,  and  voted  on  by  second  and  third 
•i^-cree  members  only,  and  applications  for  the 
thinl  degree  shall  be  receivca  in  third  degree 
«:•  lUDcils,  and  voted  on  by  third  degree  mem- 
IxTH  only. 

Art.  II. — ^Each  subordinate  council  shall  fix 
uo  its  own  time  and  place  for  meeting :  and 
Hliall  meet  at  lea^t  once  a  month,  but  where 
II' >t  very  inconvenient,  it  is  recommended  that 
they  meet  once  a  week.  Thirteen  members 
{■hall  form  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
bujtiness.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  president,  at  any  time,  at  the  request  of 
four  members  of  the  order. 

Art.  III. — Sec.  1.  The  members  of  each  sub- 
ordinate council  shall  consist  of  a  president, 
vice  president,  instructor,  secretary,  treasurer, 
marsnal,  inside  and  outside  sentinel,  and  shall 
hold  theb  offices  for  the  term  of  six  months, 


or  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  in- 
stalled. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  each  subordinate 
council  (except  the  sentinels,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  president),  shall  be  elected 
at  the  first  regular  meetings  in  January  and 
July,  separately,  and  by  ballot;  and  each 
shall  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to 
entitle  him  to  an  election.  No  member  shall 
be  elected  to  any  office,  unless  he  be  present 
and  signify  his  assent  thereto  at  the  time  of 
his  election.  Ajiy  vacancy  which  may  occur 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shidl  be 
filled  at  tke  next  meeting  thereafter,  in  the 
manner  and  form  above  described. 

Sec.  3.  The  President. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  of  each  subordinate 
council,  to  preside  in  the  council,  and  enforce 
a  due  observance  of  the  constitution  and  rules 
of  the  order,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  state 
council  and  the  national  council ;  to  have  sole 
and  exclusive  charge  of  the  charter  and  the 
constitution  and  ritual  of  the  order,  which  he 
must  always  have  with  him  when  his  council 
is  in  session,  to  see  that  all  officers  perform 
their  respective  duties ;  to  announce  all  bal- 
lotings  to  the  council ;  to  decide  all  questions 
of  oraer ;  to  give  the  casting  vote  in  all  casee 
of  a  tie ;  to  convene  special  meetings  when 
deemed  expedient ;  to  araw  warrants  on  the 
treasurer  for  all  sums,  the  payment  of  which 
is'  ordered  by  the  council ;  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  are  demanded  of  nim  by 
the  constitutions  and  ritual  of  the  order. 

Sec.  4.  The  vice  president  of  each  sub- 
ordinate council  shall  assist  the  president  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  whilst  his  council 
is  in  session ;  and  in  his  absence,  shall  peiv 
form  all  the  duties  of  the  president. 

Sec.  6.  The  instructor  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  the  president,  in  the  absence  of  the 
president  and  vice  president,  and  shall,  under 
the  direction  of  the  president,  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
ritual. 

Sec.  6.  The  secretary  shall  keep  an  accu- 
rate record  of  the  proceedings  of  tne  council. 
He  shall  write  all  communications,  fill  all 
notices,  attest  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  pre- 
sident for  the  payment  of  money ;  he  snail 
keep  a  correct  roll  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  together  with  their  age,  residence,  and 
occupation,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have 
been  admitted ;  he  shall,  at  the  expiration  of 
every  three  months,  make  out  a  report  of  all 
work  done  during  that  time,  which  report  he 
shall  forward  to  the  secretary  of  the  state  coun- 
cil ;  and  when  superseded  in  his  office  shall 
deliver  all  books,  papers,  &c.,  in  his  hands,  to 
his  successor. 

S^.  7.  The  treasurer  shall  hold  all  moneys 
raised  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  state 
council,  which  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  state  council  at  its  regular  sessions, 
or  whenever  called  upon  by  the  president  of 
the  state  council.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys 
for  the  use  of  the  subordinate  council,  and  pay 
fdl  amounts  drawn  for  on  him,  by  thfi  preo* 
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for  every  day  they  may  be  in  attendance  on  Vote  8th. — ^MeBsrs.  Gifford  of  Pa.,  Barker 

the  sittings  of  the  national  ooancil.  of  N.  Y.,  Deshler  of  N.  J.,  Williamson  of  Ya., 

4th.  The  chaplain  shall  be  paid  one  hun-  and  Stephens  of  Md.,  are  appointed  a  com- 

dred  dollars  per  annum,  fix>m  the  I7th  day  of  mittee  to  confer  with  similar  committees  that 

June,  1854.  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  oc>n> 

5th.  The  recording  secretary  shall  be  paid  solidating  the  various  American  orders,  with 

five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  from  the  17 th  power  to  make  the  necessary  arraDgeuionts 

day  of  June,  1854.  tor  such  consolidation — subject  to  the  approval 

oth.  The  assistant  secretary  shall  be  paid  of  this  national  council,  at  its  next  session, 

five  dollars  per  day,  for  every  day  he  may  be  (November,  1854.) 

in  attendance  on  the  sitting  of  the  national  Yote  Oth. — On  the  receipt  of  the  new  ritual 

council.     All  of  which  is  to  oe  paid  out  of  the  by  the  members  of  this  national  council  who 

national  treasury,  on  the  draft  ot  the^esident  have  recei  zed  the  third  degree,  they  or  any  of 

(November,  1854.)  them  may,  and  they  are  hereby  empoAveroa  to. 

Special  Voting  confer  the  third  degree  upon  memberH  of  this 

-^  ,     -  ,     ^, .         ,.      ,    '        M    1-      V  body  in  their  respective  states,  districts,  nnd 

Vote  Ist— This   national  council    hereby  territories,  and  upon  the  presidents  and  other 

g^ts  to  the  state  of  Virginia  two  state  coun-  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^jg^^ct,  and  territorial 

oils,  the  one  to  be  located  in  Eastern  a^  the  councils.    And  further,  the  presidents  of  the 

oUier  in  Western  Virginia,  the  Blue  Ridge  ^^ate,  district,  and  territorial  councils  shall  in 

Mountains   being  the  geographical  line  be-  ^j^^  g^^.  instance  confer  the  third  degree  unon 

tween  the  two  mnsdictions.    (June,  1854.)  ^  ^       ^^  ^^  presidents  and  officers  of  tfieir 

Vote  2d.--The  president  shdl  have  power,  g„,3ordf„ate  councils  as  can  be  assembled  to- 

tiU  the  next  session  of  the  national  wuncil,  ^j^^,  ^  ^^j^  respective  localities ;  and  after- 

to  grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  *ards  the  same  may  be  conferred  upon  officers 

state,  district   or  territorial  councils,  in  form  ^^  ^^^^  subordinate  councils,  by  any  presid- 

most  agreeable  to  his  own  discretion,  upon  j       ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^„^il  ^l^^  ^i^l  l4^^ 

proner  apphcation  being  made.   (June,  1854.J  ^^^^.    received  it  under  the  provisions  oAhe 

Vote  M.--The  seats  of  all  delegates  to  and  constitution.    (November,  18&4.) 

members  of  the  present  national  council  shall  y^^  10Ui.--.T(,  entitle  any  delegate  to  a 

be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  m  Juno,  1855  ^^  j^  ^j^  ^^^j^^^  ^^^^j,  /^  j^^  ^^„„^|  ^^ 

at  tiie  hour  of  six  o  clock  in  tiie  forenoon ;  and  ^j^^  j^  j^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^    ^^,^„^  ^  properly- 

the  national  council  oonvenmg  in  annual  ses-  auUienticated    certificate  tW  he  was  duly 

sion  upon  that  duy,  shall  be  composed  exclu-  ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^^|^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^    ^^  appointei 

sively  of  delegates  elected  under  and  in  ac-  ^  substitute  in  Accordance  with  the  require- 

oprdance  witii  the  provisions  of  tiie  constitu-  ^^„^  ^^  ^^  constitutions  of  state,  territorial, 

tion,  as  amended  at  tiie  present  session  of  this  or  district  councils.  And  no  delegate  shall  bo 


national  council :  proviM  tiiat  tiiis  resolu-  ^^j^^  ^^^         ^tate.  district,  or  territorial 

Uon  shaU  not  app^v  to  tiio  officers  of  tiie  nar  ^^^^^  ^^j^j^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  .^  ^^  constitution 

Uonal  council.     (November,  1854.)  ^^^  ^tual  of  this  national  council.     (Novem- 

Yote  4th. — The  corresponding  secretary  of  ^^  ^^^  \                                           ^ 

this  council  is  autiiorized  to  have  printed  the  ^^^^  lith.-The  committee  on  printin-  the 

names  of  the  delegates  to  this  national  coun-  constitution  and  ritual  is  authorized  to  have  a 

cil ;  also,  those  of  the  presidents  of  the  several  sufficient  number  of  the  same  printed  for  the 

state,  district^  and  territorial  councds,  togetiicr  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^     j^^^  ^^  ^J     ^^^^j^^  ^^ 

witii  tiieir  address,  and  to  fonrard  a  copy  of  tc^jt^^al  council  shall  lie  allowed  to  reprini 
thesametoeiwhpersonnamed;  and  further,  ^hc  ^ame.  (November,  1854.) 
the  corresponding  secretaries  of  each  state  y^^^  12th.-The  right  to  establish  all  sub- 
district,  and  territot-  are  requested  to  forward  ^^j^^^^  ^^^^^jj^  j^  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^  districts, 
a  copy  of  their  seve/al  constitutions  to  each  ^^^  territories  represented  in  tiiis  national 
other  (November,  1854.)  council,  shall  be  confined  to  the  state,  district. 
Vote  5th.--In  the  nubhcation  of  tiie  consti-  ^^^  territorial  councils  which  tiiey  represent 
tution  and  the  ritual,  under  the  direction  of  ^Vnvof«Kai.  i«fi4  ^ 
the    committee — brothers   Deshler,  DamrcU, 


and  Stephens — the  name,  signs,  grips,  and 
passwords  of  the  order  shall  be  indicated  by 
[***],  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  each  state,  district,  and  territorial 
council,  and  to  each  member  of  that  body. 
(November,  1854.) 

Vote  6th. — A  copy  of  the  constitution  of 
each  state,  district,  and  territorial  council, 
shall  be  submitted  to  this  council  for  examinor 
tion.     (November,  1854.) 

Vote  7th. — It  shall  be  the  dutjr  of  the  trear 
surer,  at  each  annual  meeting  ot  this  body,  to 
make  a  report  of  all  moneys  received  or  ex- 
peadad  in  the  interval.    (November,  1854.) 


(November,  1854.) 


Constitution  for  the  Governkent  op  Sub- 
ordinate Councils. 

Art.  I.  Sec.  1. — Each  subordinate  council 
shall  be  composed  of  not  less  than  thirteen 
members,  all  of  whom  shall  have  received  all 
tiie  degrees  of  the  order,  and  shall  be  known 

and  recognised  as  Council,  No. , 

of  the  of  the  county  of ,  and 

State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2. — No  person  shall  be  a  member  of 
any  subordinate  council  in  this  state,  unless 
ho  possesses  all  the  qualifications,  and  comet 
up  to  all  the  requiremento  laid  down  in  th# 
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eonstitotioii  of  the  national  council,  and  whose 
wife  (if  he  has  one),  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic. 
Sec.  3.  No  application  for  membership 
•(hall  be  received  and  acted  on  from  a  person 
rmding  oot  of  the  state,  or  resides  in  a  county 
trhere  there  is  a  council  in  existence,  unless 
apoQ  special  cause  to  be  stated  to  the  oouncil, 
M  be  judged  of  by  the  same ;  and  such  person, 
if  the  reasons  be  considered  sufficient,  may  be 
initiated  die  same  night  he  is  proposed,  pro- 
riiled  he  resides  five  miles  or  more  from  the 
place  where  the  council  is  located.  But  no 
person  can  vote  in  anv  council,  except  the  one 
cvf  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sec.  4.  Every  person  applying  for  member- 
ship, shall  be  voted  for  by  ballot,  in  open 
council,  if  a  ballot  is  reauested  by  a  sinsle 
member.  If  one-third  of  the  votes  cast  be 
a«^nst  the  applicant,  he  shall  be  rejected.  If 
nny  applicant  be  rejected,  he  shall  not  be 
a^iaiD  proposed  within  six  months  thereafter. 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  initiation  of  applicants  pri- 
vately, by  those  empowered  to  do  so,  in  locali- 
ties where  there  are  no  councils  within  a 
convenient  distance. 

Sec.  5.  Any  member  of  one  subordinate 
council  wishing  to  change  his  membership  to 
another  councu,  shall  apply  to  the  council  to 
which  he  belongs,  either  in  writing  or  orally 
through  another  member,  and  the  question 
shall  be  decided  by  the  council.  If  a  majority 
are  in  favor  of  granting  him  an  honorable 
dinnission,  he  sh^l  receive  the  same  in  writ- 
in  jT.  to  be  signed  by  the  president  and  counter- 
^!c;ned  by  the  secretary.  But  until  a  member 
thus  receiving  an  honorable  dismission  has 
actually  been  admitted  to  membership  in 
another  council,  he  shall  be  held  subject  to  the 
ilirtvipline  of  the  council  from  which  he  has 
rec-eived  the  dismission,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  same,  for  anv  violation  of  the  requirements 
•»f  the  order.  Before  being  received  in  the 
ci^uncil,  to  which  he  wishes  to  transfer  his 
membership,  he  shall  present  said  certificate 
'>f  honorable  dismission,  and  shall  be  received 
as  new  members  are. 

S<*c.  6.  Applications  for  the  second  degree 
•vhall  not  be  received  except  in  second  degree 
oiuncils,  and  voted  on  by  second  and  third 
(l4*$niee  members  only,  and  applications  for  the 
t!iinl  degree  shall  be  received  in  third  degree 
«:>>uncil«,  and  voted  on  by  third  degree  mem- 
l>er»  only. 

Art.  11. — ^Each  subordinate  council  shall  fix 
uo  its  own  time  and  place  for  meeting :  and 
siiall  meet  at  least  once  a  month,  but  where 
IV  it  very  inconvenient,  it  is  recommended  that 
they  meet  once  a  week.  Thirteen  members 
iihall  form  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
bufiiness.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  president,  at  any  time,  at  the  request  of 
fuur  members  of  the  order. 

Art.  III. — Sec.  1.  The  members  of  each  sub- 
ordinate council  shall  consist  of  a  president, 
vice  president,  instructor,  secretary,  treasurer, 
mantnal,  inside  and  outside  sentinel,  and  shall 
hold  thfiir  offices  for  the  term  of  six  months. 


or  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  in- 
stalled. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  each  subordinate 
council  (except  the  sentinels,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  president),  shall  be  elected 
at  the  first  regular  meetings  in  January  and 
Julv,  separately,  and  by  ballot;  and  each 
shall  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to 
entitle  him  to  an  election.  No  member  shall 
be  elected  to  any  office,  unless  he  be  present 
and  signify  his  assent  thereto  at  the  time  of 
his  election.  Any  vacancy  which  mav  occur 
by  death,  resignation,  or  othem^ise,  shall  be 
filled  at  tiM  next  meeting  thereafter,  in  the 
manner  and  form  above  described. 

Sec.  3.  The  President. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  of  each  subordinate 
council,  to  preside  in  the  council,  and  enforce 
a  due  observance  of  the  constitution  and  rules 
of  the  order,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  state 
council  and  the  national  council ;  to  have  sole 
and  exclusive  charge  of  the  charter  and  the 
constitution  and  ritual  of  the  order,  which  he 
must  always  have  with  him  when  his  council 
is  in  session,  to  see  that  all  officers  perform 
their  respective  duties ;  to  announce  all  bal- 
lotings  to  the  council ;  to  decide  all  questions 
of  order ;  to  give  the  casting  vote  in  all  cases 
of  a  tie ;  to  convene  special  meetings  when 
deemed  expedient ;  to  araw  warrants  on  the 
treasurer  for  all  sums,  the  payment  of  which 
is'  ordered  by  the  council ;  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  are  demanded  of  nim  by 
the  constitutions  and  ritual  of  the  order. 

Sec.  4.  The  vice  president  of  each  sub- 
ordinate council  shall  assist  the  president  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  whilst  his  council 
is  in  session ;  and  in  his  absence,  shall  peiv 
form  all  the  duties  of  the  president. 

Sec.  5.  The  instructor  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  the  president,  in  the  absence  of  the 
president  and  vice  president,  and  shall,  under 
the  direction  of  the  president,  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
ritual. 

Sec.  6.  The  secretary  shall  keep  an  accu- 
rate record  of  the  proceedings  of  tne  council. 
lie  shall  write  all  communications,  fill  all 
notices,  attest  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  pre- 
sident for  the  payment  of  money ;  he  snail 
keep  a  correct  roll  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  together  with  their  age,  residence,  and 
occupation,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have 
been  admitted ;  he  shall,  at  the  expiration  of 
every  three  months,  make  out  a  report  of  all 
work  done  during  that  time,  which  report  he 
shall  forward  to  the  secretary  of  the  state  coun- 
cil ;  and  when  superseded  in  his  office  shall 
deliver  all  books,  papers,  &c.,  in  his  hands,  to 
his  successor. 

S^.  7.  The  treasurer  shall  hold  all  moneys 
raised  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  state 
council,  which  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  state  council  at  its  regular  sessions, 
or  whenever  called  upon  by  the  president  of 
the  state  council.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys 
for  the  use  of  the  subordinate  council,  and  paj 
all  amounts  drawn  for  on  him,  by  the  preei^ 
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dent  of  the  subordinaM  couaoil,  if  attested  by 

Sei-.  S. — The  DiUBhat  shall  perform  such 
lulic?(,  uudcr  the  direction  of  the  president,  as 
may  bo  required  uf  him  bj  the  ritual. 

boc.  9. — The  inside  sentinel  Bhall  have 
diarge  of  the  inner  door,  and  act  under  the 
dircc'.iiona  of  the  preHideut.  lie  sball  admit 
no  pprsi)n,  nnlose  he  can  prove  himself  a  i 
bcr  uf  ihis  order,  and  oi  the 
which  the  council  is  opened, 
the  president,  or  is  satisfactorilj  vouched  for. 

Soc.  10. — The  outside  sentinel  shall  have 
charge  of  the  outer  door,  and  act  in  •ccordaoce 
with  the  orders  of  the  president.    He  shall 

Krmit  no  person  to  enter  the  outer  door  un- 
IS  he  give  the  password  of  the  degree  in 
vhioh  the  council  is  at  work,  or  is  properly 
Touched  for. 

Sec.  11. — The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  sen- 
tinels, sbnll  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
eubiirdinate   councils  may  each  conclude  to 

Sec.  12.' — ^Kach  subordinate  council  may 
levy  its  own  fees  for  initiation,  to  raise  a  fund 
to  pay  its  dues  to  the  state  council,  and  to 
defray  its  own  expenses.  Each  council  may, 
also,  at  its  discretion,  initiate  without  charg- 
ing tlie  usaal  fee,  those  it  considers  unable  to 

Sec.  13.--'IhB  president  shall  keep  in  his 
posaession  the  constitution  and  ritual  of  the 
onler.  lie  shall  not  suffer  the  same  to  go  ont 
of  his  possession  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever, unless  in  case  of  absence,  when  he  may 
put  theiu  in  the  bands  of  the  vice  president  or 
instructor,  or  whilst  the  council  is  in  session, 
for  ihe  information  of  a  member  wishing  to 
see  it,  fur  the  purpose  of  initiation,  or  con- 
ferring of  degrees. 

Art.  IV. — Each  subordinate  council  shall 
have  power  to  adopt  such  by-laws,  rules,  and 
repilutioDS,  for  its  own  ^vemment,  as  it  ma^ 
think  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  the  consti- 
tutiond  of  the  national  and  state  councils. 


Form  of  Application  roa  a  Chartek  to 
Oroanizb  a  nbw  Council. 

Post  Office county. 

Date . 

To 

President  of  the  State  Couni^  of  North 
Carolina:— 

We,  the  undersij^ed,  members  of  the  Third 
Degree,  being  desirous  of  extending  the  influ- 
ence and  usefulness  of  our  organisation,  do 
hereby  ask  for  a  warrant  of  dispensation, 
institutiug  and  organiiingusas  a  subordinate 
bronch  of  the  order,  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  State  Council  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  known  and  hailed  as  Council  No. 

^— ,  and  to  be  located  at ,  in  the  county 

of ,  State  of  North  Carolina. 

And  we  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  be 
ffOTOmcd  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Slate 
Council  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of 
the  Omnd  CoimcU  of  the  U.  S.  N.  A.,  nnd 


that  we  will,  in  all  things,  oonform  to  the  rules 
and  usages  of  the  order. 

Namu.  Besidences. 

Form  or  DtsMtsstoH  noK  onb  Codkcil  to 


This  IS  to  certify  that  Brother ,  a  mem- 
ber of Council  No.  — ,  having  madr 

an  application  to  change  his  membemhip  from 

this  council  to  that  of Council,  No. . 

ot ,  in  the  county  of ,  I  do  hereby 

declare,  that  said  brother  has  received  an 
honorable  dismission  from  this  council,  and 
is  hereby  reconunended  for  membership  in 

Council,  No. ,  in  the  eountrof . 

N,  C, ;  provided,  however,  that  until  Brother 

has  been  admitted  to  membership  in  said 

oouncil,  he  is  to  be  considered  subject  to  the 
discipline  of  this  council,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  some  for  any  violation  of  the  requiremcDtn 

of  the   order.     This   the  day  of , 

185 — ,  and  the yeor  of  American  Indo- 

President, Council, 


Secretary. 

FoRH  o: 


No. - 


Cbrtificatb  roK  Dilboatib  to  ma 
State  Council. 

Council,  No. , 

county  of ,  N.  C. 

This  is  to  certify  that and were 

at  the  regular  meeting  of  this  council,  held  iiu 
the ,  185 — ,  duly  elected  delegates  to  re- 
present this  council  in  the  next  annual  mcetii'j: 

of  the  state  council,  to  be  held  in ,  on  iI.p 

3d  Monday  in  November  next.  And  by  virtiii' 
of  the  authority  in  me  reposed,  I  do  hcrcI'V 

declare  the  said and to  bo  invested 

with  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  priTilc;!es  of 
the  delegates   as   aforesaid.     Tlus  being  t1i<' 

day  of ,  185—,  and  the year  irf 

OUT  national  independence. 

President  of 

Council,  No. 

■ Secretary. 

FoaMOF  NcTICE  FROH  TQE  SCBDRBINATK  Cl>rN- 

ciLS  to  THE  State  Council,  wuenevis  ^sr 
Mbmer  or  A  Subordinate  Council  is  ex- 

Council,  No. , 

county  of .  N.  C. 

To  the  President  of  the  State  Counuil  'if 
North  Carolina: 

Sir : — This  is  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meet- 
ing of  this  council,  held  on  the  day  of 

,   185 — , was   duly  expelleil 

from  membership  in  said  council,  and  tlum 
deprived  of  all  the  privileges,  rights,  and 
benefits  of  this  organiintion. 

In  accordance  witli  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  state  council,  you  are  hcrc- 
by  duly  notified  of  the  same,  that  you  may 
omcially  notify  all  the  subordinate  councils 
of  the  state  to  be  upon  their  guard  af^inst  the 
sud ,  as  one  nnworthy  to  a»ocial«  with 
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ffttriotic  and  ;;ood  men,  and  {if  expelled  for  Marshal, — ^Where  is  your  permanent  resi* 

violating  his  obligation)  as  a  pegurer  to  God  dence? 

und  his  country.     The  said is  about {If  bom  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uuited 

jeans  of  age,  and  is  by  livelihood  a .  States,  the  answer  shall  be  written,  the  can- 
Duly  certified,  this  the  day  of didate  dismissed  with  an  admonition  of  se- 

185 — ,  and  in  the  year  of  our  national  crecy,  and  the  brother  vouching  for  him  sus- 

independenoe.  pended  from  all  the  privileges  of  the  order, 

President  of  unless  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  he  has 

Council,  No. .  been  mism formed.) 

■  Secretary.  Marshal, — Are  you  twenty-one  years  of  age? 

Ans. — "  I  am." 

Fi«ST  DiOB«  Cotwcii.  MaM-Were  you    bom  of  Protestant 

.....  parents,  or  were  you  reared  under  Protestant 

To  be  admitted  to  membership  m  this  order,  influence  ? 

the  applicant  shall  be —  ji^s, **  Yes." 

1st.  Proposed  and  found  acceptable.  Marshal, — If  married,  is  your  wife  a  Ro- 

2d.  Introduced  and  examineid  under  the  man  Catholic  ? 

gnarantee  of  secrecy.  {"  No"  or  "  Yes" — the  answer  to  be  valued 

3d.  Placed  under  the  obligation  which  the  as  tlie  Constitution  of  the  State  Council  shall 

order  imposes.  provide.) 

4th.  Required  to  enroll  his  name  and  place  Marshal. — Are  you  willing  to  use  your  in- 

of  residence.  fluence  and  vote  only  for  native-born  Ameri- 

5th.  Instructed  in  the  forms  and  usages  can  citizens  for  all  offices  of  honor,  trust,  or 

and  ceremonies  of  the  order.                  ^  profit  in  tlie  gift  of  the  people,  to  the  exclu- 

6th.  Solemnly  charged  as  to  the  objects  to  sion  of  all  foreigners  and  aliens,  and  Roman 

be  obtained,  and  his  duties.  Catholics  in  particular,  and  without  regard  to 

J  A  recommendation  of  a  candidate  to  this  party  predilections  ? 

or  shall  be  received  only  from  a  brother  of  -^'**' — "  1  am." 

appnjved  integrity.    It  shall  be  accompanied  inside 

by  minute  particulars  as  to  name  age,  calling,  (T^e  marshal  shall  then  repair  to  the  coun- 

and  residence,  and  by  an  explicit  voucher  for  ^^^j^  ^^^^^       ^^j     ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^j^^^^  U^^  ^^ 

bis  qualifications,  and  a  personal  pledge  for  ^           vouchers,  and  answers  to  the  presi- 

his  fidelity.    These  particulars  shall  be  re-  ^^„^  ^^o  shall  cause  tliem  to  l>e  read  aloud, 

cj^rded  by  the  secretary  m  a  book  kept  for  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^„^^il  ^  y^^  ^^^^^  ^„  ^^y^ 

that  purpose.    The  rewmmendation  may  be  ^^          j^  ^^^^  ^3^^^^^^  ^^  prescribed   by  its 

referred,  and  the  ballot  taken  at  such  time  ^.^.i^ws.     If  doubts  arise  in  the  ante-room, 

and  m  such  a  manner  as  the  state  counci  ^^      ^^^^^  ^^  referred  to  the  council.    If  a 

may  prescribe;  but  no  communication  shall  candidate  be  dismissed,  he  shall  be  admon- 

be  made  to  the  candidate  unbl  the  ballot  has  ;^^^^  ^o  secrecy.     The  candidates  declared 

been  declared  in  his  favor.     Candidates  shal  ^^^^^^^  gj^^^  ^  Conducted  to  seats  within  the 

1^  received  in  the  ante-room  by  the  marshal  ^„^^jj^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  brethren.     When  all 

and  the  secretary.]  ^^^  present  the  president,  bv  one  blow  of  the 

gavel,  shall  call  to  order  and  say :) 

OUTSIDB.  President, — Brother  marshal,  introduce  the 

Marshal— Do  you  believe  in  a  Supreme  candidates  to  the  vice  president. 

Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  uni-  J/crr^Aa/.— Worthy  Vice  President,  I  present 

serhe.  ^  J^^  these  candidates,  wlio  have  duly  an- 

^n^, I  (Jo^  swered  all  questions. 

Marshal Before   proceeding  further,   we  ^^  President,  rising  in  his  place.— Gentle- 

rerjuire  a  solemn  obligation  of  secrecy  and  men,  it  is  my  office  to  welcome  vou  as  friends, 

truth.     If  you  will  take  such  an  obligation,  When  you  shall  have  assumed  the  patriotic 

vou  will  lay  your  right  hand  upon  the  Holy  vow  by  which  we  are  all  Ijound,  we  will  em- 

iiible  and  cross.  brace  you  as  ])rothcr8.     I  am  authorized^  to 

/TO-u      -x  •    1—         xr.  X  XV,          V       X  '  declare  that  our  obligations  enjoin   nothing 

(When  It  18  known  that  the  applicant  is  a  j^;  ,,   .    i„c„n8i,tent\.ith  the  duty  whicE 

Pn^testant,  the   cross    may  he   omitted,  or  evcrygoodmanowe,tohisCreator,hi8country, 

affirmation  may  be  aUowed.)  his  family,  or  himself.   We  do  not  compel  yo«. 

against  your  convictions,  to  act  with  us  in  our 

OBUGATION.  good  work ;  but  should  you  at  any  time  wish 

You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  to  withdraw,  it  will  be  our  duty  to  grant  yon 

will  never  reveal  anything  said  or  done  in  this  a  dismissal  in  good  faith.    If  satisfied  with 

room,  the  names  of  any  persons  present,  nor  this  assurance,  you  will  rise  upon  your  feet 

tlie  existence  of  this  society,  whether  found  (pausing  till  they  do  so) ,  place  the  left  hand 

worthy  to  proceed  or  not,  and  that  all  your  upon  the  breast,  and  raise  the  right  hand  to- 

declarations  ^hall  be  true,  so  help  you  God  ?  wards  heaven. 

Ans. — **  I  do."  (The  brethren  to  remain  seated  till  called 

iforir^l.-^ Where  were  you  born  ?  up.) 
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OBUGATION.  Ifutrudor, — ^Brothers:    the  practices  and 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  these  P>^®e<}ing8  in  our  order  are  as  follows : 

witnesses,  you  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,  ,  ^?  have  pass^words  necessary  to  be  used 

that  you  will  never  betray  any  of  the  secrets  ^  ^^^?  admission  to  our  counciU ;  forms  for 

of  this  society,  nor  communi<ite  them  even  our  conduct  while  there ;  means  of  rewgnismff 

to  proper  candidates,  except  within  a  lawful  ^  ^*^«^  ^*\«^  ^}j^J  ™^^  ^^  "^""^^ 

council  of  the  order ;  that  you  never  will  per-  Protection  ;  and  methods  for  giving  notices  to 

mit  any  of  the  secrets  of  this  society  to  be  °^®?1  ,5*'     ^      ,                  .„*  /      » 

written,  or  in  any  other  manner  made  legible,  ,>*^  *^«  ^^^l  ^^'  you  will*  (make  any  or- 

except  for  the  purpose  o£  official  instruction  ;  ^.^^'^  ^^'^^  ^  »*^^t  ^^®  '^o^^®  ^^  ^®  out- 

that  you  will  not  vote,  nor  give  your  influ-  w<l«  fenUuel). 

ence  for  any  man,  for  any  office  in  the  gift  of  When  the  wicket  is  opened  you  wiU  pro- 
the  people,  unless  he  bo  an  American  bom  ^^J?"^  ^^^  ('^<^r^^J \^.,J^^*}^  ,'%^ 
citizen,  in  favor  of  Americans  ruUng  America,  ^J^«Per.  The  outside  sentinel  will  reply  ( G^re 
nor  if  he  be  a  Roman  Catholic ;  that  you  vnll  '^k'^^^'^J'^:^  T"?  g^^  *?®  *®™  pass-word 
in  all  political  matters,  so  far  as  this  order  is  ?"^  ^  admitted  to  the  ante-room.  You  will 
Donceraed,  comply  with  the  will  of  the  majo-  ^®^  P^JJf^  *?  t^e  inner  door  and  give  (one 
ri^,  though  it  may  conflict  with  your  personal  ~P)-  }^  ^^"^  *\«  ^»*^>®^  «  T"?*'  «*"?  y^"**' 
priferenc?,  so  long  as  it  does  not  condict  with  name,  the  number  of,  and  focation  of  your 
the  ConsUtution  of  the  United  States  of  Ame-  <?^"f  ^'  ^®  explanation  of  the  term  pass,  and 
rica,  or  that  of  the  state  in  which  you  reside ;  the  degree  pass-wopd.  .„  v  ^ 
that  you  will  not,  under  any  circumstances  .if  ^®??  ^,  ^^"°^  correct,  you  will  be  ad- 
whatever,  knowingly  recommend  an  unworthy  ™***®4  J  "  not,  your  name  will  be  reported  to 
person  for  initiaUon,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done,  ^^  vice  president,  and  must  be  properly 
if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it;  that  you  will  J^?"^^^  ^^F  ^^*?^  ^""V^  ^"  admission  to 
not.  underlay  circuiistancee,  expose  the  name  the  council.  You  wiU  then  proce«i  to  the 
of  any  mem&er  of  this  order,  nbr  reveal  the  ^°*'®,J^  ^^  '^"^  ^^^^  *<^^5?«?  ^^  (P^ident) 
existence  of  such  an  association ;  that  you  Yu  /  ,  ?>"?*«"l«?:  ^^*^«5.  ^  P^ormed 
will  answer  an  imperaiwe  notice  issued  by  the  J?*"  ^P^^^ijf  right  har^  diagonally  aerosM 
proper  authority  ;Tbey  the  command  of  the  ^  7^^^)-  .,y^*?,,^f  salutaUon  u  recog- 
stato  council,  pfesident,  or  his  deputy,  while  '^J?^!  y^«  ^.^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^V^i  "®**- 
assembled  by  such  notice,  and  respond  to  the  ^^^\  "P  "  peculiar  to  tlus  degree, 
claim  of  a  sign  or  a  cry  of  the  orde^v  unless  it  "over  to  be  used  outside  of  the  comicil 
be  physically  impossible ;  and  that  you  will  S2F  **""°J5.  ^^  conferring  of  this  deeree. 

acknowledge  the  StateCouncil  of l-asthe  1^^®?, ''®^f  ">ft  ^^^^  ^^^  address  the   fFice 

legislative  head,  the  ruling  authority,  and  the  ^«J^0  ^  t«^o  «^e  manner,  and  also  give 

supreme  tribunal  of  the  oider  in  the  state  of  *^^^®^f  pass-word  to  the  inside  sentinel. 

— ,  acting  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ^J?®     *«™  pass-woni"  is  ( We  art). 

National  CouncU  of  the  United  States  of  North  j^he  pass-word  and  explanation  is  to  be 
America  established  by  each  State  Council  for  its  re- 
Binding  yourself  in  the  penalty  of  excom-  "P2S?^f,  sul^rdinates.) 
munication  from  the  order,  the  forfeiture  of  ^  The  "  expiration"  of  the  "  term-pass,'  to 
all  intercourse  with  its  members,  and  being  ^  "^^  **  ^^  ^^^^  <*^'»  »  (^''  "^"^^f  * 
denounced  in  all  the  societies  of  the  same,  as  ^C?*'  ,,  ,  jn  •  /  »i-  ^.  > 
a  wilful  traitor  to  your  God  and  your  country.  J?®     degree  pass-word    is  (i^aj«w). 

(The  president  shall  call  up  every  person  /^^  "  travelling  pass-word    is  {The  memory 

present,  by  three  blows  of  the  gavel,  when  the  of  our  jnlgnm /others).             „   ,     ,,    „ 

candidates    shall  all  repeat  after   the  vice  .i^^'%^J^T!f  ??*°?^  ^"!^^"7l'7*^?^,^ 

president  in  concert :)  "<^®,°t  ^^  **»?  NataonaT  Council  of  the  United 

All  this  I  voluntarily  and  sincerely  promise.  States,  and  is  to  be  made  and  used  only  w^^^^ 
with  a  fuU  understanding  of  the  soloin  sane-  ^^  ^?t^«'  »«  travelling  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tions and  penalties,  tion  of  his  own  state,  district,  or  territory.   It 

rice  Pr<iwifn<.-You  have  nowtaken  solemn  and  all  other  pass-words  must  be  communi- 

oaths,  and  made  as  sacred  promises  as  man  ^^  "^  »  whisper  and  no  brother  is  entitled 

ran  make,  that  youwiU  keip  all  our  secrets  to  oommunicate  them   to    another,  without 

inviolate ;  and  we  wish  you  SistincUy  to  un-  authonty  from  the  presidmg  officer.) 

derstand  that  he  that  tikes  these  oaths  and  . "  ^^^  sign  of  recognition'    is  (ffrasping  the 

makes  tl^^cse  promises,  and  then  violates  them,  right  lappH  of  the  ^twUh  the  nghi  hand,  the 

leaves  the  foul,  the  deep  and  blighting  stain  J<^fi^9^  o^^g  exUnded  inwards.) 

of  perjury  resting  on  his  soul.  ■ 

IWsident. — (Having  seated  all  by  one  blow  *  in  the  Blhul  the  words  in  parentheeee  ere  omitted.    In 

of  the  iPftvpl  ^ ^Rrothftr  Instrnrtor   thftsft  ii«w  ***•  ^^^  *®  ***•  Ritu*l,  they  ere  written  In  lliroree— the 

oi  ine  gavei.^— iJroiner  insixucior,  inese  new  alphabet  need  being  the  eame  m  printed  below,  fio  thnm^b- 

brothers  having  complied  with  the  demands  out. 

of  the  order,  are  entitled  to  the  secrets  and  ^3f  ^  TirUxk  Cbmmunimhofu. 

privileges  of  the  same.    You  will,  therefore,  abodbpohijjklm 

inirest  them  with  everything  appertaining  to  .       },  J  p  q  r  s   T  u  v  w  x  Y  " 

the  first  degree.  21  4  lo  m  u  6  u  n  »  o  u  u  m 


and  is 
room. 
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Th«  "  usweT"  is  giTen  liy  (a  tintilar  action 
KiJititltft  Jumd). 

The  "  pip"  ii  given  by  {on  ordinary  ihake 

The  p«TBOD  chellsnging  ahall  ((Am  draw  the 
farefinge.-  along  the  palm  of  tU  hand).  The  I 
Misir«r  will  be  giten  by  (a  timilar  action  ' 
forming  a  tinlc  try  booking  together  the  end»  of 
the  fan  finger);  when  the  following  converBO' 
tioo  enaues— the  challenpng  party  first  Bay- 
ing {it  thai  yoitrsT)  The  answer,  [it  it.) 
Then  the  reaponse  Oioa  did  yoa  get  ilf),  fol- 
bnred  hy  the  rejoinaer  {it  u  my  birthright). 

Pnblio  notice  for  n  meeting  ia  eiven  by 
aeaiM  of  ft  {pitee  of  uihiU  paper  the  shape  of  a 
heart). 

(In  dties*  the  •••  of  the  •■*  where  the 
McMine  ia  to  be  held,  will  be  written  legibly 
■pOB  t&B  hotiee ;  and  upon  the  election  day 
waiA  **•  will  denote  the  •••  where  your  pre- 
sence ia  needed.  This  notice  will  never  be 
paaMd,  but  will  be  ***  or  thrown  upon  the 
■idewilk  with  b  ■**  in  the  centre.) 

If  inftrmation  is  wanting  of  the  object  of 
the  gathering,  or  of  the  place,  ta.,  the  in- 
(jDiroT  will  ask  of  an  undoubted  brother 
(Kiov'f  wAenf]  The  brother  will  ^re  the 
infimnationif  poeaessedof  it;  if  not,  it  will  bo 
jMna  and  hia  duty  to  continae  the  inqui^, 
and  tfana  disBeminate  the  call  thronghout  the 
btotherhoodL 

If  the  color  of  the  paper  (be  red),  it  will  de- 
nuia  actnal  trouble,  which  reqnirea  that  you 
(«ine  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  "cry  of  distresB" — to  he  naed  only  in 
time  of  danger,  or  where  the  American  in- 
terest requirea  an  immediate  awemblage  of 
x'.ie  brethren — ia  loh,  oh,  oh.)  The  response 
U  (Ato,  hio,  h-i-o.) 

'ihe  "  sign  of  caution"— to  be  given  when  a 
brother  is  speaking  unguardedly  before  a 
Ktranger — is  [draio ng  the  fore  finger  and  | 
liittwU)  together  acroii  ihe  eyei,  the  real  of  the 
hand   being  eloeed),   which    signifies   "  keep 

Brothers,  yon  are  now  initiated  into  and 
made  acquainted  wilh  the  work  and  organiza- 
tion of  a  council  of  this  degree  of  the  order ; 
and  the  marshal  will  present  you  to  the 
worthy  preaident  for  admonition. 

Fretidenf. — It  has,  no  doubt,  been  long  ap- 
parent to  you,  brothers,  that  foreign  influence 
and  Roman  Catholicism  have  been  making 
■teady  and  alarmin?  progress  in  oar  country. 
yoD  cannot  havo  failed  to  observe  the  signifi- 
cant transition  of  the  foreigner  and  Romanist 
from  a  character  aniet,  retiring,  and  even 
algeet,  to  one  bold,  threatening,  turbulent, 
and  deapotie  in  its  appearance  and  asaump' 
tiooa.  Xon  must  bate  become  alarmed  at  the 
systematic  and  rapidly  augmenting  power  of 
tbaae  dangerous  and  unnatural  elemenla  of 
Mr  national  condition.  So  it  is,  brothers, 
with  others  beside  yourselrea  in  e' 


^■!* CcntUind BBBW— ij  ta lUclfhir  whmt  it  uJa  1 


i>f  the  Dnion.  A  sense  of  danger  has  atmok 
ihe  great  heart  of  the  nation,  in  every  oity. 
town,  and  hamlet,  the  danger  has  been  seen 
Uid  ihe  alarm  sounded.  And  hence  true  men 
Iiave  devised  this  order  as  a  meana  of  diasemi- 
uatiog  patriotic  principlea,  of  keeping  alive 
:he  fire  of  national  virtue,  of  fostering  tne  na- 
'ional  intelligence,  and  of  advancing  America 
(uid  the  American  interest  on  the  one  side, 
ind  on  the  other  of_  checking  the  strides  of 
:he  foreigner  or  alien,  or  thwarting  the  mar- 
jhinations  and  subverting  the  deadly  plans  of 
Jie  papist  and  JcsuiL 

Note. — The  President  shall  impreaa  npon 
the  initiatee  the  importance  of  secrecy,  the 
manner  of  proceeding  in  recommending  can* 
iidates  for  initiation,  and  the  reaponaibility 
i!  the  duties  which  they  have  assumed. 
SicoKD  DaoitEB  Council. 

Manhal. — Worthy  President:  These  bro- 
thers have  been  duly  elected  to  the  aeoond 
legree  of  this  order.  I  present  them  to  yon 
for  obligation. 

Frendent. — Brothers :  Ton  will  place  yonr 
left  hand  npon  yonr  richt  breaet,  and  extend 
your  right  hand  towards  the  fing  of  onr  coun- 
try, preparatory  to  obligation.  (Each  coan<ul 
room  should  have  a  neat  American  flag  fe*- 
tooned  over  the  platform  of  the  President.) 

OBUOATIOIC. 

You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will 
and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God 
and  these  witnesses,  your  left  hand  restioe 
upon  your  right  breast,  and  your  right  hand 
extended  to  the  flag  of  your  country,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  that  you  vrill 
net  under  any  circumBlances  disclose  in  any 
manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others,  if 
in  your  nower  to  prevent  it,  the  name,  signs, 
paasn-orax,  or  other  secrete  of  thia  degree,  ex- 
cept in  open  council  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
struction ;  that  yon  will  in  all  things  conform 
to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  order, 
and  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  or 
any  other  council  to  which  you  may  be  at- 
tached, so  long  ae  they  do  not  conflict  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  northat 
of  the  state  in  which  you  reside ;  that  you 
will  under  all  circumstances,  if  in  your  power 
so  to  do,  attend  to  all  regular  signs  or  sum- 
mons that  may  be  thrown  or  sent  to  yon  by  a 
brotiier  of  this  or  or  any  other  degree  of  ihia 
order;  that  yoii  will  support  in  all  political 
matters,  for  all  political  offices,  members  of 
this  order  in  preference  to  other  persona;!  that 
if  it  may  be  done  legally,  you  will,  when 
elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  station 
conferring  on  you  the  power  to  do  so,  remove 
aU  foreigners,  aliens,  or  Roman  Catholic* 
I  from  office  or  p'Kce,  and  that  you  will  in  no 
I  case  appoint  such  to  any  ofllce  or  place  in 
I  your  ;;in.  \  You  do  also  promise  and  swear 
I  that  this  and  all  other  obli^tionB  which  joa 
j  have  previously  taken  in  this  order,  shall  ever 
I  bo  kept  through  life  sacred  and  inviolate. 
All  this  you  promise  and  declare,  as  Ameri- 
I  CODS,  to  anatain  and  abide  by,  irithont  any 
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hesitation  or  mental   reservation  wbatever. 
So  help  you  Gbd  and  keep  you  steadfast. 

iEach  will  answer  "  I  do.") 
\esiderU, — Brother  Marshal,  you  will  now 
present  the  brothers  to  the  instructor  for  in- 
structions in  the  second  degree  of  the  order. 

Marshal, — Brother  Instructor,  by  direction 
of  our  worthy  president,  I  present  these 
brothers  before  you  that  you  may  instruct 
them  in  the  secrets  and  mysteries  oif  the 
•econd  degree  of  the  order. 

Instructor, — ^Brothers,  in  this  degree  we 
have  an  entering  sign  and  a  countersign. 
At  the  outer  door  proceed  {as  in  the  Jirst 
degree).  At  the  inner  door  you  will  make 
(two  raps)y  and  proceed  as  in  the  first  degree, 
giving  the  second  degree  pass-word,  whicn  is 
American^  instead  of  that  of  the  first  degree. 
If  found  to  be  correct,  you  will  then  be  ad- 
mitted, and  proceed  (to  Uie  centre  of  the  room), 
giving  the  countersign,  which  is  made  thus 
(extetuiing  the  right  arm  to  the  nationcd  flag 
over  the  pYesident,  the  palm  of  the  hand  being 
ujnoards),  ^ 

The  sign  of  recognition  in  this  degree  is 
the  same  as  in  the  first  degree,  with  the 
addition  of  (the  middle  Jingej'),  and  the 
response  to  be  made  in  a  (similar  manner). 

Marshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers 
to  the  worthy  president  for  admonition. 

Marshal. — Worthy  President,  I  now  present 
the8c  candidates  to  you  for  admonition. 

President, — Brothers,  you  are  now  duly 
initiated  into  the  second  de^ee  of  this  order. 
Renewing  the  congratulations  which  we  ex- 
tended to  you  upon  your  admission  to  the 
first  degree,  we  admonish  you  by  every  tie 
that  may  nerve  patriots,  to  aid  us  in  our 
efforts  to  restore  the  political  institutions  of 
our  country  to  their  original  purity.  Begin 
with  the  youth  of  our  land.  Instil  into  their 
minds  the  lessons  of  our  country's  history — 
the  glorious  battles  and  the  brilliant  deeds 
of  patriotism  of  our  fathers,  through  which 
we  received  the  inestimable  blessings  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  Point  them  to  the 
example  of  the  sages  and  the  statesmen  who 
founded  our  government.  Implant  in  their 
bosoms  an  ardent  love  for  the  Union.  Above 
all  else,  keep  alive  in  their  bosoms  the 
memory,  the  maxims,  and  the  deathless 
example  of  our  illustrious  Washington. 

Brothers,  recalling  to  your  minds  the  solemn 
obligations  which  you  have  severally  taken 
in  this  and  the  first  degree,  I  now  pronounce 
you  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  or  member- 
ship in  this  the  second  degree  of  our  order. 

Third  Degree  Council. 

Marshal, — ^Worthy  President,  these  brothers 
having  been  duly  elected  to  the  third  degree 
of  this  order,  I  present  them  before  you  for 
obligation. 

President, — ^Brothers,  you  will  place  your- 
selves in  a  circle  around  me,  each  one  crossing 
your  arms  upon  your  breasts,  and  grasping 
irmly  each  other^s  hands,  holding  £e  right 
hand  of  the  brother  on  the  right,  and  the  left 


hand  of  the  brother  on  the  left,  so  as  to  form 
a  circle,  symbolical  of  the  links  of  an  un- 
broken chain,  and  of  a  ring  which  has  nc 
end. 

Note. — This  degree  is  to  be  conferred  with 
the  national  flag  elevated  in  the  centre  of  the 
circle,  by  the  side  of  the  president  or  instructor, 
and  not  on  less  than  five  at  any  one  time,  in 
order  to  give  it  solemnity,  and  also  for  the 
formation  of  the  circle— except  in  the  first  in- 
stance of  conferring  it  on  the  officers  of  the 
state  and  subordinate  councils,  that  they  may 
be  empowered  to  progress  with  the  work. 

The  obligation  and  charge  in  this  degree 
may  be  given  by  the  presioent  or  instructor, 
as  the  president  may  prefer. 

OBLIGATION. 

You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will 
and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Qod 
and  these  witnesses,  with  your  hands  joined 
in  token  of  that  fraternal  affection  which 
should  ever  bind  to|;ether  the  states  of  this 
Union — forming  a  ring,  in  token  of  your  de- 
termination that,  so  far  as  your  efforts  can 
avail,  this  Union  shall  have  no  end— do  so- 
lemnly and  sincerely  swear  [or  affirm]  that 
you  will  not  under  any  circumstances  disclose 
m  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by 
others  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name, 
signs,  pass-words,  or  other  secrets  of  this  de- 
gree, except  to  those  to  whom  you  may  prove 
on  trial  to  be  brothers  of  the  same  degree,  or 
in  open  council,  for  the  purpose  of  instruction ; 
that  you  do  hereby  solemnly  declare  your  de- 
votion to  the  Union  of  these  states ;  that  in  the 
discharge  of  your  duties  as  American  citizens, 
you  will  uphold,  maintain,  and  defend  it ;  that 
you  will  discourage  and  discountenance  any 
and  every  attempt,  coming  from  any  and  every 
quarter,  which  you  believe  to  be  designed  or 
calculated  to  destroy  or  subvert  it,  or  to  weak- 
en its  bonds ;  and  that  you  will  use  your  influ- 
ence, so  far  as  in  your  power,  in  endeavoring 
to  procure  an  amicable  and  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  all  political  discontents  or  differences 
which  may  tlireaten  its  injury  or  overthrow. 
You  further  premise  and  swear  [or  affimij 
that  you  will  not  vote  for  any  one  to  fill  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  of  a  politic^il 
character,  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  in 
favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  of  those 
states,  or  who  is  endeavoring  to  produce  that 
result ;  that  you  will  vote  for  and  supjwrt  for 
all  political  offices,  third  or  union  degree  mem- 
bers of  this  order  in  preference  to  all  others  ; 
that  if  it  may  bo  done  consistently  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  tlie  land,  vou  will, 
when  elected  or  appointed  to  any  o^cial  sta- 
tion which  may  confer  on  you  the  power  to  do 
so,  remove  from  office  or  place  all  persons 
whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  in  favr'r  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  or  who  are  endeavor- 
ing to  produce  that  result ;  and  that  you  will 
in  no  case  appoint  such  persons  to  any  politi- 
cal office  or  place  whatever.  All  this  you  pro- 
mise and  swear  [or  affirm!  upon  your  honor 
as  American  citizens  and  friends  of  the  Ahm^ 
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riean  Union,  to  sustain  and  abide  by  without 
any  hesitation  or  mental  reservation  whatever. 
You  also  promise  and  swear  [or  affirm]  that 
this  and  aU  other  obligations  which  you  have 
previously  taken  in  this  order,  shall  ever  be 
Kept  sacred  and  inviolate.  To  all  this  you 
pledge  your  lives,  your  fortunes,  and  your  ssr 
cred  honors.  So  help  you  GKxl  and  keep  you 
steadfast. 

(Each  one  shall  answer,  "  I  do.") 

i^rtsidenH. — Brother  Marshal,  you  will  now 
pre$«ent  the  brothers  to  the  instructor  for  final 
instruction  in  this  the  third  degree  of  the 
order. 

Marshal. — Instructor,  by  direction  of  our 
worthy  president,  I  present  these  brothers  be- 
fore you  that  you  may  instruct  them  in  the 
^ecre'ts  and  mysteries  of  this  the  third  degree 
of  our  order. 

Itutrmdor. — Brothers,  in  this  degree  as  in 
the  second,  we  have  an  entering  password,  a 
degree  password,  and  a  token  of  salutation. 
At  the  outer  door  (make  any  ordinary  alarm. 
The  outside  sentinel  will  say  U;  you  say  ni  ; 
the  sentinel  will  rejoin  on).  This  will  admit 
you  to  the  inner  door.  At  the  inner  door  you 
will  make  (three)  distinct  (raps).  Then  an- 
nounce your  name,  with  the  number  (or  name) 
and  location  of  the  council  to  which  you  be- 
long, living  the  explanation  to  the  password, 
which  is  (safe).  If  round  correct,  you  will  then 
be  admitted,  when  you  will  proceed  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  room,  and  placing  the  (hands  on  the 
breast  with  the  fingers  interlocked)  ^  give  the  to- 
ken of  salutation,  which  is  (by  bowing  to  the 
president).  You  will  then  quietly  take  your 
beat. 

The  sign  of  recognition  is  made  by  the  same 
action  as  in  the  second  degree,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  (the  third Jinger'j,  and  the  response  is 
made  by  (a  similar  action  with  the  left  hand). 

(The  grip  is  given  by  taking  hold  of  the 
hand  in  the  usual  wayj  and  then  by  slipping 
the  fingers  around  on  the  top  of  the  thumb  ; 
then  extending  the  little  finger  and  pressing 
the  inside  of  the  wrist.  The  person  challeng- 
ing shall  say,  do  you  know  what  thai  isf  The 
answer  is  yes.  The  challenging  party  shall 
Fay,  further,  what  is  it?  The  answer  is, 
Cnion.) 

[The  instructor  will  here  give  the  grip  of  this 
degree,  with  explanations,  and  also  tne  true 
password  of  this  degree,  which  is  (Union.)] 

CHARGE. 

To  be  given  by  the  president. 

Brothers,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
congratulate  you  upon  your  advancement  to 
the  third  degree  of  our  order.  The  responsi- 
bilities you  have  now  assumed,  are  more  seri- 
ou«  and  weighty  than  those  which  preceded, 
and  are  committed  to.such  only  as  have  been 
cried  and  found  worthy.  Our  obligations  are 
intended  as  solemn  avowals  of  our  duty  to  the 
land  that  gave  us  birth ;  to  the  memories  of 
our  fathers ;  and  to  the  happiness  and  wel- 
&re  of  our  children.  Consecrating  to  your 
ymntrj  a  spirit  unselfish  and  a  fidelity  like 


that  which  distinguished  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution,  you  have  pledged  your  aid  in  ce- 
menting the  bonds  of  a  Union  which  we  trust 
will  endure  for  ever.  Your  deportment  since 
your  initiation  has  attested  your  devotion  to 
the  principles  we  desire  to  establish,  and  ha« 
inspired  a  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  of 
which  we  can  give  no  higher  proof  than  your 
reception  here. 

The  dangers  which  threaten  American 
liberty  arise  from  foes  without  and  from 
enemies  within.  The  first  degree  pointed  out 
the  source  and  nature  of  our  most  imminent 
peril,  and  indicated  the  first  measure  of  safety. 
The  second  de^ee  defined  the  next  means  by 
which,  in  coming  time,  such  assaults  may  l>e 
rendered  harmless.  The  third  degree,  which 
you  have  just  received,  not  only  reiterates  the 
lessons  of  the  other  two,  but  it  is  intended  to 
avoid  and  provide  for  a  more  remote,  but  no 
less  terrible  danger,  from  domestic  enemies  to 
our  free  institutions. 

Our  object  is  briefly  this: — to  perfect  an  or- 
ganization modelled  after  that  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  co-extensive  with 
the  confederacy.  Its  object  and  principles, 
in  all  matters  of  national  concern,  to  be  uni- 
form and  identical,  whilst  in  all  local  matters 
the  component  parts  shall  remain  independent 
and  sovereign  within  their  respective  limits. 

The  great  result  to  bo  attained — the  only 
one  which  can  secure  a  perfect  guarantee  as 
to  our  future — is  union;  permanent,  endur- 
ing, fVaternal  union  I  Allow,  me,  then,  to 
impress  upon  your  minds  and  memories  the 
touching  sentiments  of  the  Father  of  his 
Country,  in  his  Farewell  Address : — 

"  The  unity  of  government  which  consti- 
tutes you  one  people,"  says  Washington,  **  is 
justly  dear  to  you,  for  it  is  the  main  pillar  in 
the  edifice  of  your  real  independence,  the 
support  of  your  tranquillity  at  nomo,  of  your 
peace  abroad,  of  your  safety,  your  prosperity 
— even  that  liberty  you  so  justly  prize. 

"  *  *  It  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you 
should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value 
of  your  KaiiojuU  Union^  to  your  collective  and 
individual  happiness.  You  should  cherish  a 
cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment 
to  it ;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think  and 
speak  of  it,  as  the  palladium  of  your  political 
safety  and  prosperity;  watching  for  its  pre- 
servation with  jealous  anxiety ;  discounte- 
nancing whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspi- 
cion that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned  ; 
and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  dawning 
of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of 
our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the 
sacred  ties  which  now  bind  together  the  vari- 
ous parts." 

Let  these  words  of  paternal  advice  and 
warning,  from  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  sink  deep  into  your  hearts.  Cherish 
them,  and  teach  your  children  to  reverence 
them, asyou cherish  and  reverence  the  memo- 
ry of  "Washington  himself.  The  Union  of 
tnese  states  is  the  great  conservator  of  that 
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liberty  bo  dew  to  the  AmericMi  beart.  With- 
out it,  our  greatneea  u  a  nation  -would  disap- 
pear, and  our  boosted  self'-govermnent^  prove 
m  Hgnal  failure.  The  very  name  of  liberty. 
and  the  hopes  of  Btraggline  freedom  through- 
(int  the  world,  mast  perish  in  the  wreck  of 
this  Union.  Devote  yourselves,  then,  to  iti- 
maintmiance,  as  our  uthers  did  to  the  causi' 
of  independeoce  ;  consecrating  to  its  support, 
as  jou  have  sworn  to  do,  your  lives,  your  for- 
tunes, and  yonr  sacred  honors. 

Brothers :  Recalling  to  your  minds  the 
Mlomn  obli^tionH  whieh  you  have  severallj 
taken  in  this  and  the  precedinE  degrees,  I 
DOW  pronounce  you  entitled  to  2.1  the  privi~ 


Til,  BHbonr  of  Tk  BwtU  of  \t^  Otjlti  of  Md.,  Bwlwr 
of  O^  BloomAeld  of  N.  J..  Bloant  of  Tbdd.,  Btvui  ot  N.  I'., 
Bumll  of  Tt.  BuU>r  of  U.,  Cobh  of  0« ,  Coo*  of  0™.. 
Cnwtinl  DfOsa..  Cnlbnth  of  Ud.,  Dwfai  of  K;..  Kirl  ol  » 
C„  Rdwirdi  of  N.  C^  Oanwlt  of  Vl.  Hall  Bf  N.  C..  Harrlni 
of  O.,  Ilot^  ol  Tcnti„  IlDlmx  Df  Mim^  Jahucm  of  Viu 

Viu,  JJtlla  of  Md^  lAWDdsi  of  S.  C.  UuOaj  ol  T^  Uurof 


I.,  RohcrtHD  of  Kr-  BlWTir  ( 


now  members  of  the  order  of  (tte  Anttritan 
Unicn). 

OfficeriofiheNcaiotud  CmttieU. — President, 
James  W,  Barker,  of  New  York,  N.  T.  Vice 
Preaident,  W.  W.  WiUiamson,  of  Aleiandria, 
Va.  Correspondiug  Secretary,  C.  D.  Deshler, 
of  New-  Brunswick,  N.  J,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, James  M.  Stephens,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
Treasurer,  Henrr  Crane,  of  Cincinnnti,  Ohio. 
Inaide  Sentinel,  John  P.  Hilton,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 


At  the  second  sesMon  of  the  15th  Con- 
gress, the  subject  of  erecting  the  southern 
part  of  Missouri  territory  into  a  new  terri- 
tory, to  be  called  Arkansas,  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  Congress.  A  bill  to  that  effect  was 
reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  on  the  18th  of  Feb., 
1S19,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting 
the  following  proviso  therein ; — 

"That  the  further  iutroduction  of  slavery. 
or  involuntary  servitade,  be  prohibited,  except 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

"And  that  all  children  bom  within  the 
■lud  stato,  aftor  the  admission  thereof  into 
the  Union,  shall  be  free  at  the  age  of  25 

The  question  was  divided  and  token  on  the 
first  branch  first,  with  the  following  reBuU  ;^ 

Tui.— Maun.  Aduu  and  Alton  of  Han,,  Andcnon  of 
PL,  Barter  of  Oblo.  BataDUn  of  H.  J_  Bannall  of  N.  J.. 
Budan  of  Pa.,  Bnai  of  B.  L,  Onulook  of  N.  V.,  Cnftl  of  Vl, 
CuthinaaDf  N,  T„  DaTllDcton  otPL^Draka  of  N.  Y.,  Folgn 

v.,  Uandili^ki  Df  Init.  Ha^K  of  0,  Uriltar  of  Pa.,  Mlttt-  ' 

I,l™ln''of°Ma«,  Linn  o'f  N.  J*  Wmun  '/%.  II ,'  W. 
Mtclaj  of  Pi..  W.  P.  MidiT  of  Fl,  Mairbaul  of  Fa..  Mann 
of  R.  I..  MorrlU  of  VL,  Rotwrt  Moore  of  Pa..  Samui^l  Mam 
Df  Pa..  Morton  of  MaM.,  Hoaalaj  o(  Conn.,  Hnmy  of  P*., 
J.  Halain  of  Hui,  Qgl*  ot  PL,  Orr  of  Mao.  Palmer  of  N.  | 
Y.,  VallwiDn  of  Pl,  HollDt  of  h,  Rka  of  tiaia..  Rlrli  of  I 
TL,  BUiardi  of  Tt.,  Bonn  of  Pl,  Rnnlta  of  Mm,  t^mp- 
*BBOr  MaH.,gaTaKBor  tt.  T.,Seiidd(rof  N.r.,  Bijbart  of 
F>^  UHnrood,  Boatliard  tt  H.  J,  Spnw  of  H.  X.  Tall- 1 
■udf*  of  N.  T,  Tan  of  Pl,  n^lor  oFk.  r.,  Ttrrr  orCoDD., ' 
ttapklni  ofH.  T-1«wiu«darH.T..W>Uuiid'PL.  Woo- 1 
tnt  of  H.  1,  VUlMMa  «f  Pik,  WlUUn  if  Cddd,  nu- 1 
Ubm  of  N.  T,  utd  WlUn  of  PL— m 
'"n    Jfai  .ladsnea  tt  Xj,  Asslk  af  Ta,  Bd  K 


of  K., : 

BTOf  N.  < 


WUllaou  of  H.  O^TL 

So  the  first  part  of  the  proviso  was  lost. 

The  second  part  of  it  was  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  75.  nays  73. 

All  who  voted  for  the  first  amendment  voteil 
for  this,  except  Mr.  Allen  of  Mass.,  who  was 
absent  and  not  voting. 

In  addition  thereto.  Messrs.  Ellioott  of  K, 
Y.,  Gilbert  of  Conn.,  Kirtland  of  N.  Y.,  Mills 
of  Mass.,  Schuyler  of  N.  Y..  Westerlo  of  N. 
Y.,  Williams  of  N.  C,  voted  in  the  affirmative 
on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams  of  N.  C.  had  voted  in  the 
affirmative  for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  re- 
consideration, which  he  did ;  but  which  was 
lost  by  a  vote  of  yeas  77,  najs  79. 

On  the  19th  of  Feb.,  1819.  Mr.  Robertson 
niOTed  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  eelect  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  strike  out  the 
amendment  freeing  bIhto  children  bom  iu 
said  territory,  after  they  had  reached  the  age 
or  25  ye,,..  '^ 

The  vote  on  Mr.  Roberteon's  motion  was 
yeas  88.  nays  88. 

The  Speuter  %'oted  in  tlie  nffinnative,  so  the 
motion  was  carried. 

The  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Speak- 
er, and  thoy  amended  tliu  bill  according  to  iu- 
Btructions,  and  struck  out  the  amcndmeitl 
before  referred  to. 

Upon  the  motion  to  concur  with  the  select 
committee  in  etrikine  out,  the  vole  was  yeas 
89,  nays  87  ;  so  the  liouse  resolved  to  strike 
out  the  said  amendment. 

But  one  Southern  man,  Mr.  Hale  of  Dela- 
ware, voting  no. 

Tho  entire  North,  with  the  exception  of 
MoHsrs.  Baldwin  of  Pa.,  Beerlier  nf  Ohiii, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cruger  of  N.  Y.,  Harrison 
(if  Ohio,  Holmes  of  Mass..  Kinsey  of  N.  Y., 
Mason  of  Mass.,  Ogden  of  N.  Y.,  I'arrott  of 
ti,  II.,  Sbaw  of  SIuss,,  and  ijturm  of  N.  Y., 
n-ho  voted  ejc,  vuUd  iu  the  negative  on  thiE 

Mr.  Taylor  of  N.  Y.  then  moved  an  amend- 
aient  "that  during  tho  existence  of  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Arknniin!!.  no  slaves  shall 
DC  brougbt  into  the  said  territory  to  remain 
ior  a  longer  time  than  nine  months  from  the 
date  of  their  arrival." 

Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  was  lost  by  yeas 
S6,  nays  90. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessair  to  gtre  this  vote, 
its  character  being  so  similar  to  tbe  prrrious 
one. 


ABEAN8AS.— ASnCLES  OF  COH FEDERATION. 


Mr.  Tajlor  Qien  mawtA  an  amendment  in 
tbe  ahape  of  what  was  afterwards  known  as 
tlw  Uiaaoari  Compromise,  which  amendment 
ie  afl«nrsrdB  withdrew. 

TiM  bill  passed  the  house  on  the  ZOth  of 
February,  1819. 

Id  the  Senate,  on  the  1st  of  March.  1819, 
Mr.  Burrill  of  R.  I.  moved  to  recommit  the 
bUl  with  instractions  to  amend  the  same,  ao 
aa  to  prohibit  slaverj  in  the  said  territorj. 

The  ayea  and  noes  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Bnrrill's  amendment  were  as  followe : — 
Yus— M«H  aaRUI  sf  R.  I.,  DwkM  of  Cdbd..  Dhu. 

P».,UijKiiorMw.,Nobi«of 

^.   of  0- S^iitord  of  N.  I,  BMm 

of  Tl,  WUm  of  N.  J— 14. 

-  -" ^  v.,  Critmim  of  Kj.,  Ellon 

EppM  of  V*..  PcamniUD  of  LtL, 

iih  DfMJ..  JobiuoD  of  U..  Lciks 

of  O.,  SCokM  sf  N.  C,  Till 

of  ^Dn. — 10. 

The  bill  waa  then  passed  and  approved  bj 
the  President  on  the  2d  of  March.  1819. 

Oo  the  22d  of  March.  183S,  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  was  re- 
ported in  tbe  Senats  by  Mr.  Buchanan  from  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas  on 
thembject 

On  the  4tk  of  April,  133G,  the  biU  was 
l«iMind  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : — 

of  PL.  Cdkou  of  a.  C,  CllTUB  of  Ikl-  r^nlbtwrt  of  Ul. 
BKinf  of  IIL.  Evln^  of  0.,  Ur 


._  ..  _]L.  E1.I11E  of 
L.  Bin  <f  N.  Il.llub 


'..  neplrr  of  H<,  Ti 


KAn— Uawi  ClajofKr^KnlitlitofK.  t..Pr>[torofU., 
Ptnttaa  of  TL,  Bobbuu  of  R.  I.,  Swlfl  of  Vt— e. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1836,  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  admiaaion  of  Arkansas  into  tlio 
I'nion  being  under  consi'leration  in  the  corn- 


bill  by  introducing  a  clause,  "that  nothing  in  ' 
the  act  (hall  be  construed  as  to  an  assent  by  j 
Congress  tn  the  article  in  tbe  constitution  of  ; 
said  stitte  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  eman- 
cipatJ'fD  of  slaves." 

Mr.  Cnshing  of  Mass.  addressed  the  com- 
mittee against  the  admisBion  of  Arkansas  with 
her  pro-slavery  constitution,  aa  did  also  Mr. 
Briggs  of  the  same  state.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  it  was  r^ect^  by  a  vote  of  yeas  98.  nays 
32.  There  were  no  yeas  and  nays  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  so  this  vote  was  not  taken  in 
thatway- 

Hr.  Adams  endeavored  to  bring  his  omeod- 
vient  before  tbe  House  when  the  bill  was  taken 
<Hit  of  committee,  but  failed  to  get  the  floor  for 
Ibat  purpose. 

Tbe  bill  was  passed  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1336,  bj  a  vote  of  yeaa  143,  uajs  50. 


The  negative  vote  w 


It  of  VL,  !•.  c  FuU. 
"l.,  lUrd  of  N.  ¥„ 

IK..  Lit.  or  N.'y_  LincolD  of  UhL.'loV«5 
K.  Y_  Huon  of  Ohio,  McCsfll  of  Ind.,  McKonnm  of  Piu, 
Morrli  of  Vm^  Parker  of  N.  J„  faur*  Dt  Ud.,  Ptll]ll|H  of 
Mu^  POIU  of  PL.  RoMl  of  »•■>..  RuuelJ  of  N,  Y..  Ebinu 

Kft,  VlotODOfO..  WtaltllBC7D(0.,uid  Wli'jluiiof  N.C. 

On  the  16th  of  June  the  act  was  approved 
by  the  President,  and  became  a  law. 

Articles  of  Confederation,  Ac. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come. 

Wo,  the  undersif^ed,  delegates  of  the  Statu 

affixed  t«  our  names,  send  greeting : — 

Whereas,  the  Delegates  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  did,  on  Uie 

fifteenth  day  of  November,   in   the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and 

seventy-seven,  and  in  the  second  year  of  the 

independence   of  America,   agree   to   certain 

articles  of  confedcratiim  and  perpetual  union 

between  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 


Jersey,  Pennsvlvonia,  Deloware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina.  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  in  the  words  following,  vis. : — 
Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between   tlia    States    of   New   Ilampshira, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaviarc,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia. 

Article  1.  The  stvle  of  this  confedersoj 
shall  bo  "  The  United  States  of  America." 

Art.  2.    Each  state  retains  its  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  and  every  power, 
jurisdiction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  tbia    . 
confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Art.  3.  Tlie  said  states  hereby  severally 
enter  into  a  firm  league  of  friendship  wilA 
each  other  for  their  common  defence,  the 
security  of  their  liberties,  and  their  mutual 
and  general  welfare ;  binding  themsclTCS  to 
assist  each  other  against  all  force  offered  to, 
or  attacks  mode  upon  them,  or  any  of  them, 
on  account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  or 
any  other  pretext  whatever. 

Art.  4.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate 
mutwil  friendship  and  intercourse  among  the 
people  of  the  dinorent  states  in  this  Union, 
tbe  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  elate*, 
paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  jnsUce 
excepted,  shall  bo  entitled  (o  all  privilege* 
and  immnnitieB  of  free  citixens  in  the  several 
I  states ;  and  the  people  of  each  state  shall  hav* 
I  free  ingress  and  regress  to  and  from  any  other 
state,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privilege* 
I  of  trade  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same 
.  duties,  impositions,  and  resb'ictioiis,  as  the  in- 
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habitants  thereof  respeotiTely,  provided  that 
such  restrictions  shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to 
prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  into 
any  state  to  any  other  state,  of  which  the 
owner  is  an  inmtbitant;  provided,  also,  that 
no  imposition,  duties,  or  restriction,  shall  bo 
laid  by  any  state  on  the  property  of  the 
I'nited  States,  or  either  of  them. 

If  any  person  guilty  of  or  charged  with 
treason,  felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanor,  in 
any  state,  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall,  upon 
demand  of  the  governor,  or  executive  power 
of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered 
up,  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  his  offence. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
of  these  states  to  the  records,  acts,  and  judi- 
cial proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates 
of  every  other  state. 

Art.  5.  For  the  more  convenient  manage- 
ment of  the  general  interests  of  the  United 
States,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed 
in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each 
state  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  in  every  year, 
with  a  power  reserved  to  each  state  to  recall 
its  delegates  or  any  of  them,  at  an^  time, 
within  the  year,  and  to  send  others  in  their 
stead  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  state  shall  be  represented  in  Congress 
by  less  than  two  nor  more  than  seven  mem- 
bers ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
a  delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any 
term  ot  six  years;  nor  shall  anv  person,  being 
a  delegate,  be  capable  of  holdinj^  an  office 
under  the  United  States,  for  which  he,  or 
another  for  his  benefit,  receives  any  salary, 
fees,  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

£ach  state  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates 
in  a  meeting  of  the  states,  and  while  they  act 
as  mem))ers  of  the  committee  of  the  states. 

In  determining  questions  in  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  each  state  shall 
have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress 
shall  not  be  impeached  or  questioned  in  any 
court  or  place  out  of  Congress;  and  the 
members  of  Congress  shall  be  protected  in 
their  persons  from  arrests  and  imprisonments, 
during  the  time  of  their  going  to  and  from, 
and  attendance  on  Congress,  except  for  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Art.  6.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
send  an  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy 
from,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement, 
alliance,  or  treaty,  with  any  king,  prince,  or 
state :  nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office 
of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolu- 
ment, office,  or  , title  of  any  Kind  whatever, 
from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state ;  nor 
shall  the  Unit^  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
or  any  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any 
treaty,  confederation,  or  alliance  whatever  U^ , 
^tfcen  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  I 


I  States  in  Congress  assembled,  specifying  ao- 
'  curatcly  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  in 
to  be  entered  mto,  and  how  long  it  shall  con- 
tinue. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties, 
which  may  interfere  with  any  stipulations  in 
treaties  entered  into  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  with  any  king,  prince, 
or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any  treaties  already 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts  of  France 
and  Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time 
of  peace,  by  any  state,  except  such  numl)er 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  defence 
of  such  state  or  its  trade ;  nor  shall  any  body 
of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state  in  time  of 
peace,  except  such  number  only  as,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  be  deemed  requisite  to  garri- 
son the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence  of  such 
state;  but  every  state  shall  always  keep  up 
a  well-regulated  and  disciplined  militia,  suffi- 
ciently armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  provide 
and  have  constantly  ready  for  use,  m  public 
stores,  a  number  of  field-pieces  and  tents,  and 
a  proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and 
camp  equipage. 

No  state  shall  enga^^  in  any  war  without 
the  conFont  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  unless  such  state  be  actually  in- 
vaded by  enemies,  or  shall  have  received  cer- 
tain advice  of  a  resolution  IxHng  formed  by 
some  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  such  states 
and  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  not  to  admit 
of  a  delay  till  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  can  be  consulted ;  nor  shall  any 
state  grant  commissions  to  any  ships  or  vessehi 
of  war,  or  letters  of  marque  or  reprisal,  except 
it  l>e  afler  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
States  in  Cun|!;re8s  as^icmbled,  and  then  only 
against  the  kingdom  or  state,  and  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  against  which  war  has  been  so 
declared,  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall 
be  established  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembloil,  unless  such  state  be  infested 
by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels  of  war  may 
be  fitted  out  for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so 
long  as  the  dangler  shall  continue,  or  until 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall 
determine  otherwise. 

Art.  7.  When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any 
state  for  the  common  defence,  all  officers  of 
or  under  the  rank  of  cohmel,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  legislature  of  each  state  respectively, 
by  whom  such  forces  shall  bo  raised,  or  in 
such  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct ;  and 
all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  state 
which  first  made  the  appointment. 

Art.  8.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other 
expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  com- 
mon defence  or  genoral  welfare,  and  allowed 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
shall  bo  defrayed  out  of  a  common  trea.'<ury, 
which  shall  l>e  supplied  by  the  several  Htates 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within 
each  state  grunted  to  or  survevecl  for  any  pei^ 
son,  us  such  laud  and  the  bulldin^^s  and  ixa 
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pmrements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  ac- 
eordiog  to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct  and  appoint. 

The  taxes  for  payine  that  proportion  shall 
be  laid  and  levied  by  we  anthoritj  and  direc- 
tion of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
Slates  in  Congress  assembled. 

Art.  9.  The  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the 
sixth  article :  of  sending  and  receiving  am- 
bassadors: entering  into  treaties  and  alli- 
ances :  provided  that  no  treaty  of  commerce 
shall  be  made  whereby  the  legislative  power 
of  the  respective  states  shall  be  restrained 
from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on 
foreigners  as  uieir  own  people  are  subjected 
to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  im- 
portation of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodi- 
ties whatsoever :  of  establishing  rules  for  de- 
ciding, in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or 
water  shall  be  legal,  and  m  what  manner 
prises  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided 
or  appropriated :  of  granting  letters  of  marc[ue 
and  reprisal,  in  times  of  peace:  appointing 
•oarts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies 
committed  on  the  high  seas  and  establishing 
eourts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally 
appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures;  provided, 
that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  any  of  the  said  courts. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
shall  also  be  the  last  resort  on  appeal  in  all 
disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting,  or 
that  hereafter  may  arise  l^etween  two  or  more 
states  concerning  boundary,  jurisdiction,  or 
any  other  cause  whatever;  which  authority 
shall  always  be  exercised  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing :  whenever  the  legislative  or  executive 
authority  or  lawful  agent  of  any  state  in  con- 
troversy with  another  shall  present  a  petition 
to  Congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question, 
and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  shall 
be  given  by  order  of  Congress  to  the  legisla- 
tive or  executive  authority  of  the  other  state 
in  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for  the 
appearance  of  the  parties,  by  their  lawful 
agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed  to  appoint 
by  joint  consent  commissioners  or  judges  to 
constitute  a  court  for  Jiearing  and  determin- 
ing the  matter  in  question ;  but  if  they  cannot 
agree.  Congress  shall  name  three  persons  out 
of  each  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the 
list  of  such  persons  each  party  shall  alternately 
strike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning, 
until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  thirteen ; 
and  from  that  number  not  less  than  seven  nor 
more  than  nine  names,  as  Congress  shall 
direct,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  Congress,  be 
drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the  persons  whose 
names  shall  l>e  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them, 
shall  be  commissioners  or  judges,  to  hear  and 
ftnally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always 
M  a  nugor  part  of  the  judges,  who  shall  hear 


the  cause,  shall  agree  in  the  determination  ; 
and  if  either  party  shall  neglect  to  attend  at 
the  day  appointed,  without  showing  reasons 
which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or  being 
present  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  Congress 
shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons 'out 
of  eacn  state,  and  the  secretary  of  Congress 
shall  strike  in  behalf  of  such  party  absent  or 
refusing ;  and  the  judgment  and  sentence  of 
the  court  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  be- 
fore prescribed,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive ; 
and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  sub- 
mit to  the  authority  of  such  court,  or  to  ap- 
pear, or  defend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court 
shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence or  judmnen{,  which  shall  in  like  manner 
be  final  and  decisive,  the  judgment  or  sen- 
tence, and  other  proceedings,  being  in  either 
case  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged 
among  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  security 
of  the  parties  concerned :  provided,  that  every 
commissioner,  before  he  sits  in  judgment, 
shall  take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court 
of  the  state,  where  the  cause  shall  be  tried, 
*'  well  and  truly  to.  hear  and  determine  the 
matter  in  question,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment,  without  favor,  affection,  or  hope 
of  reward  :*'  provided  also,  that  no  state  shall 
be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private 
right  of  soil,  claimed  under  different  grants 
ot  two  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdiction  as 
they  may  respect  such  lands  and  the  states 
which  passed  such  grants  are  adjusted,  the 
said  grants  or  either  oi  them  being  at  the  same 
time  claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent  to 
such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall,  on  the 
petition  of  either  party  to  the  Congress  of  the 
tf  nited  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  near  as 
may  be,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  pre- 
scribed for  deciding  disputes  respecting  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  between  different  states. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
shall  also  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right 
and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value 
of  coin  struck  by  their  own  authority,  or  by 
that  of  the  respective  states  ;  fixing  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the 
United  States :  regulating  the  trade  and  ma- 
naging all  affairs  with  Indians  not  members 
of  any  of  the  states  ;  provided,  that  the  legis- 
lative right  of  any  state  within  its  own  limits 
be  not  infringed  or  violated  ;  establishing  and 
regulating  postK)ffices  from  one  state  to  anoth- 
er, throughout  all  the  United  States,  and  exact- 
ing such  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through 
the  same  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  said  office:  appointing  all  offi- 
cers of  the  land  forces  in  the  service  of  tlie 
United  States,  excepting  regimental  officers : 
appointing  all  the  officers  of  tho  naval  forces, 
and  commissioning  all  officers  whatever  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States ;  making  rulca 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  said 
land  and  naval  forces,  and  directing  their 
operations. 
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The  United  States  in  Oon^ress  assembled 
iihall  have  authority  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denomi- 
nated "  a  committee  of  the  states ;''  and  to 
oonsist  of  one  delegate  from  each  state,  and  to 
appoint  such  other  committees  and  civil  offi- 
cers as  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the 
Sineral  afiairs  of  the  United  States,  under 
eir  direction:  to  appoint  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  preside,  provided  that  no  j>er8on  be 
allowed  to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more 
than  one  year  in  any  term  of  tnree  years :  to 
aeoertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be 
raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  appropriate  and  apply  the  same  for  defray- 
ing the  public  expenses :  to  borrow  money  or 
eout  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  every  half  year  to  the  respective 
states  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  so 
borrowed  or  emitted ;  to  build  and  eauip  a 
navy:  to  agree  upon  the  number  or  land 
forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  from  each 
state  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  white  inhabitants  m  each  state ;  which  re- 
quisition shall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the 
legislature  of  each  state  shall  appoint  the  re- 
gimental officers,  raise  the  men,  and  clothe, 
arm,  and  equip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
officers  and  men  so  clothed,  armed,  and  equip- 
ped, shall  march  to  the  place  appointed,  and 
within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled;  But  if  the 
United  States  m  Congress  assembled,  shall, 
on  consideration  of  circumstances,  judge  pro- 
per that  any  state  should  not  raise  men,  or 
should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  its  quota, 
and  that  any  other  state  should  raise  a  great- 
er number  of  men  than  the  (juota  thereof, 
taoh  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered, 
clothed,  armed,  and  equipped,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  quota  of  such  state,  unless  the 
legislature  of  such  state  shall  judge  that  such 
extra  number  cannot  safely  be  spared  out  of 
the  same ;  In  which  case  they  shall  raise,  offi- 
cer, clothe,  arm,  and  equip,  as  many  of  such 
extra  number  as  they  judge  can  safely  be 
spared.  And  the  officers  and  men  so  clothed, 
armed,  and  equipped,  shall  march  to  the  place 
appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
shall  never  engage  in  a  war,  nor  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace,  nor 
enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances^  nor  coin 
money,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereof,  nor  as- 
certain the  sums  and  expenses  necessary  for 
the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  United  ^tes 
or  any  of  them,  nor  emit  bills,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor 
appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  num- 
l)er  or  vessels  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchased, 
or  the  number  of  land  or  sea  forces  to  be 
raised,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army  or  navy,  unless  nine  states  assent 
to  the  same ;  nor  shall  a  Question  on  any  other 
point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day, 
be  determined  unless  by  the  votes  of  a  msgo- 


rity  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  aisem' 
bled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  power  to  adjourn  to  any  time  within  the 
year,  and  to  any  place  within  the  United 
States,  so  that  no  period  of  adjournment  be 
for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  of  six 
months ;  and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their 
proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts  thereof 
relating  to  treaties,  alliances,  or  military  ope- 
rations, as  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each 
state  on  any  question  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  when  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate ; 
and  the  delegates  of  a  state,  or  any  of  them,  at 
his  or  their  request,  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
transcript  of  the  said  journal,  except  suob 
parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  states. 

Art.  10.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or 
any  nine  of  them,  shall  be  authorized  to  exe- 
cute in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  as  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  by  the  consent  of  nine 
states,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  think  expe- 
dient to  vest  them  with;  provided  that  no 
power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee,  for 
the  exercise  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration ,  the  voice  of  nine  states  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  assembled  is  requisite. 

Art.  II.  Canada,  acceding  to  this  confedera- 
tion, and  joining  in  the  measures  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and  entitled  to, 
all  the  advantages  of  this  Union,  but  no  other 
colony  shall  be  admitted  into  the  same  unless 
such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

Art.  12.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  moneys 
borrowed,  debts  contracted,  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  Congress,  before  the  assembling 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  pre- 
sent confederation,  shall  be  deemed  and  con- 
sidered OS  a  charge  against  the  United  States, 
for  payment  and  satisfaction  whereof  the  said 
United  States  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby 
solemnly  pledged. 

Art.  13.  Every  state  shall  abide  by  the 
determination  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  on  all  questions  which,  by  this 
confederation,  are  submitted  to  them.  And 
the  articles  of  this  confederation  shall  ]}e 
inviolably  observed  by  every  state,  and  the 
union  shall  be  perpetual ;  nor  shall  any  altera- 
tion at  any  time  bereafler  be  made  in  any  uf 
them,  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  after- 
wards confirmed  by  the  legislature  of  every 
state. 

And  whereas  it  has  pleased  the  Qreat  Gover- 
nor of  the  world  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the 
legislatures  we  respectively  represent  in  Con- 
gress, to  approve  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify 
tne  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpe- 
tual union:  Know  ye.  That  we,  the  under- 
signed  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and 
authority  to  us  given  for  that  purpose,  do,  by 
those  presents,  m  the  name  and  in  behalf  of 
our  respective  constituents,  fully  and  entirely 
ratify  and  confirm  each  and  every  of  the  saia 
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Mtiaks  ofoonfederkUoD  aad  perpetokl 
■nd  mil  and  HinKular  the  m&tUrs  and  thini 
dMrein  oontunea ;  and  we  do  furthet  eolemnl 
plight  ftod  mKage  the  faith  of  our  reapectivt 
eofudnienti,  Qiat  thej  ihall  abide  bj  thi:^ 
dotarminationa  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
noM  astetnbled,  on  all  queatiooH  which,  bv 
UM  Mid  oonfederation,  are  submitted  to  them ; 
and  that  the  articles  thereof  shall  be  inTiolabl,v 
obaerred  by  the  itatea  wa  reapeotivelj  repr«- 
■mt;  and  that  the  union  shall  be  perpetual. 
In  wibiosa  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  eet 
IT  lianda  in  Congresa.    Done  at  Philsdelphii 


r  Lord  one  thouBand 
mm  bnodred  and  soTenty-eight,  and  in  th>' 
tUid  jear  of  tlie  independence  of  America. 
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Hr.  Cuahine,  of  Haaa.,  objected  to  their 
introduction.  Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.WigeafVa..repudiatedthemBa  Sonthem 
resolutions,  denounced  them  as  a  piut  sprung 
ipon  tbo  South,  and  said  as  a  SouUieni  repr*- 
gentatire  he  was  not  there  on  the  enbjeot  of 
ibolition. 

Mr.  Biddle  of  Pa.,  declined  to  vote  dm» 
die  second  resolution,  as  it  designed  to  puod 
liim  in  a  false  light  for  the  mere  transient  pur- 
tioaes  of  party. 

Mr.  Wise  refused  to  vote  on  anj  of  the  reao- 
lutioDs,  and  said  the  fifth  resolution  admittMl 
ibe  right  to  petition  on  the  subjeet. 

Mr.  Kennedy  of  Md.,  endeavored  to  correol 
the  bad  grammar  of  the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordi 
"  iBilh  the  views  afaruaid,"  in  the  fifth  resolu- 
tion ;  but  the  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order, 

Mr,  Wise  then  remarked  that  "  these  aM 
die  words  that  sold  the  South." 

Mr.  Dawson  of  Ga.,  said,  that  in  voting  for 
the  fifth  resolution,  be  would  do  so  omitting 
(hewurda  "mthtiuviaBaafoitsaid."  Congress 
had  no  constitutional  power  for  any  "vietot," 
"T  for  any  purposes  whatever,  to  interfere  with 
the  question. 

Messrs.  Pope  and  Chambers  of  Ky.,  da- 
I  lined  voting  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
I&st  resolution,  for  the  reason  that  they  did  not  ' 


lb*  DbIIM  DUM  b»k  DSart.) 

Alherton,  Charles  G. 

ClLEBR.iTED  EeSOLCTIONS  OF. 

In  the  ILiuso  of  liepreseotatires,  on  the 
lllh  Dec.,  1838,  Mr.  Atherton,  a  Democratic 
uMmber  from  New  Ilampshire,  asked  leave  to 
iafaodnca  the  ii>UoiriDg  resolutions : — 


uroposit 
■   llhat 


already  adopted, 
'hat  part  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  reao- 
liitions  Halicutd  being  the  fir«t  branch,  and 
that  part  not  ifa^icued  being  the  second  branch 
uf  each. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  vote  adopt- 
i  ig  the  first  and  second,  and  each  branch  fi 
the  remaining  rosoLutioua: — 
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AdanM  of  Ma-on. 
Afoxmi'ler  of  Ohio 
lUeii  of-  Vt. 
.Allen  of  Ohio 
And>'r<uin  of  Ma. 
Audrriw.-«  of  N,  Y. 
AthiTton  of  N.  11. 

Aycri;;^  •>*  ^*'  J- 
Baukii  uf  \  It. 
BrnUj  of  I'a. 
Beers  of  N.  Y. 
Beirnu  of  Ve. 
Bell  of  Tvna. 
Rleknell  of  X.  T. 
Blddle  of  Pa. 
BinlMll  of  N.  Y. 
Bond  of  Ohio 
Bordnn  of  >!&.«•. 
BouldlQ  of  Va. 
Brltfgt  of  Mass. 
Boon  of  Ind. 
Brodhead  of  N.  Y. 
BrODKon  of  N.  Y. 
Buchanan  of  Pa. 
Bjoam  of  N.  C 
Galboon  of  Ky. 
Calhoun  of  Masa. 
GambrelintcofN.Y. 
Campbell  of  Teun. 
Campbell  of  S.  a 
Carter  of  Tenn. 
Oaeey  of  III. 
Chamber*  of  Ky. 
Ohaney  ofO'iio 
Chapm.-in  of  Ala. 
Cheatham  of  Tonn. 
Childa  of  N.  Y. 
Clarke  of  N.  Y. 
Cleveland  of  Geo. 
Glowney  of  S.  C. 
Ooffln  of  Ohio 
Colos  of  Va. 
Conner  of  N.  C. 
Oorwin  of  Ohio 
Crabb  of  Ala. 
CralfCofVa. 
Orary  of  Mich. 
Cmnnton  of  K.  T. 
Crockett  of  Tonn. 
CurtiM  of  N.  Y. 
Cashing  of  .Miuiit. 
Ottuhman  of  M»»a. 
Dftrllnicton  of  l*a. 
DiawKOaofGeo. 
DaToe  of  .Maine 
Davie*  of  Pa. 
Deberry  of  .\.  C. 
DeUraffof  N.  Y. 
Dennln  of  M<l. 
Dromifuole  of  Va. 
Danoan  of  Ohio 
Dunn  of  Ind. 
Kdward^  of  \.  Y. 
Klmore  of  8.  a 
Brans  of  Maine 
SrereU  of  Vi. 
Swing  of  Ind. 
Varrlnitton  of  X.  II. 
lalrfleM  of  Maine 
Fletcher  of  Vt. 
Vietrher  of  Mas.«. 
Fillmore  of  N.  Y. 
Foeter  of  N.  Y. 
Fry  of  Pa, 
Qallup  of  N.  Y. 
Oarlan  I  of  Va. 
Garland  of  Li. 
Gkldin;ri(ofobio 
01a«(<<K-k  of  (kvL 
GoodHof  Ohio 
Uraham  of  S.  C. 
Orah.nm  of  Ind. 
Srantland  of  Oeo. 
Grant  of  .\.  Y. 
Gravei  of  Ky. 
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Gray  of  N,  Y. 
(Jmnnell  of  Mans. 
Griffin  of  S.C. 
Haley  of  Conn. 
HHllofVt. 
llalsteadofN.  J. 
Hammond  of  Pa. 
Ilanier  of  Ohio 
Harlan  of  Ky. 
Ilnrriton  of  Mo. 
Harper  of  Ohio 
liaittingii  of  Maas. 
Ilawea  of  Ky. 
Haw  kin*  of  N.  0. 
llaynesofOa. 
Henry  of  Pa. 
Herod  of  Ind. 
Hoffman  of  N.  T. 
Holt  of  Conn. 
Hopklna  of  Va. 
Howard  of  Md. 
Ilubley  of  Pa. 
Hunter  of  Ohio 
Hunter  of  Va. 
InjrenDll  of  F*. 
Ingham  of  Conn. 
Jacknon  of  N.  Y. 
Jenlfrr  of  Md. 
Jarknonof  Geo. 
Johnson  of  Ia. 
Johnson  of  Md. 
Johnson  of  Va. 
Jones  of  N.  Y. 
Jonea  of  Va. 
Kelm  of  Pa. 
KembleofN.T. 
Kennedy  of  Md. 
Kllngencmith,  Pa. 
Lege  re  of  21.  C. 
LeailbetterofOhIo 
Lewis  of  Ala. 
Lincoln  of  Mass. 
Logan  of  I*a. 
Looml^  of  N.  Y. 
Lyon  of  Ala. 
Mallory  of  Va. 
Marvin  of  N.  Y. 
Mason  of  Va. 
Mamn  of  Ohio 
.Martin  of  Ala. 
.Maury  of  Tenn. 
May  of  Illinois 
Maxwell  of  N.J. 
McKay  of  N.  a 
McOlellanofTenn. 
McOlellan  of  N.  Y. 
McClure  of  Pa. 
McKennan  of  Pa. 
Menefee  of  Ky. 
Mercer  of  Va. 
Miller  of  Mo. 
Milllgan  of  Del. 
Mitchell  of  N.  Y. 
Montgomery,  N.C. 
Moore  of  X.  Y. 
Morgan  of  Va. 
Morris  of  Ohio 
M.  Morris  of  P*. 
a.  W.  Morrill  of  Pa. 
Murray  of  Ky. 
Xavlor  of  Pa, 
SoUtt  of  Me. 
Noyea  of  Me. 
Oule  of  Pa. 
Owens  of  Ga. 
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Parker  of  N.  Y. 
Parmenter.  Mass. 
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Bask  of  tke  United  8t«t««. 

Tbb  first  act  to  incorporate  the  BubBcribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  UoiCed  States,  was  ap- 
prored  Feb.  25,  1791,  bj  President  Washing- 
ten ;  iU  term  of  incorporation  to  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1311,  and  no  other  bank 
to  be  incorporated  bj  the  Uoited  States  dur- 
ing the  continuaDue  of  the  charter  herebj 

This  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  20th  of 
Jan..  ITQl.  In  that  bod;  on  that  day  a  mo- 
tion to  limit  die  charter  to  1801,  was  lost  by 
joas  and  uaja  as  follova : — 

atliir  of  9.  O.  Few  M  Oil.  (Iudd  of  Oa, 


Mof-i,  C.  Ii»rd 


ofM,.  DJlooof  Mmm,  k1 


orCona 


Hut.  !irbayl<r  of  N 


U  sums  «!  Haw., 


A  vote  to  etriko  out  from  the  bill  the  pledge 
that  the  United  States  would  not  estabiish 
f  another  bank  during  the  existence  of  this 
charter  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  18. 

The  vote  in  the  affirmadTe  was  the  same  as 
on  the  previouK  vote  with  the  ciceptian  of  Mr. 
Gunn,  who  voted  in  the  negative  on  this  mo- 
tion, as  did  all  who  voted  "  Nu"  on  the  for- 
mer vole,  and  also  Mr.  Johnston  of  N.  C, 
vho  did  not  vote  on  the  furmer  rote. 

The  hill  was  opposed  in  the  House  by 
Hestrs.  Jackson  of  Ga.,  Lee  of  Va.,  Madison 
of  Ta.,  and  Tucker  of  S.  C,  and  defondod  by 
Hewrt.  Lawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Sherman  of  Conn., 
Gain;  of  Mass.,  Ames  and  Sedge  wick  of  Maas., 


Boudinot  of  N.  J.,  Smith  of  S.  C,  and  Tinrng 
of  Del. ;  but  finally  passed  that  body  on  the 
8th  of  Feb.,  1791,  by  yeas  uid  naya  as  fol- 

Till.— MfMn.AinnDf  Man.  BmKmotN.T..BoiidlDat 
of  \.  J..  nourneDf  K.  UOidiialularofN.J^CIyilinDfPa, 
Ftmlonnnnn  of  l-a.,  I'lnyd  of  N,  V,  Vo«l«r  of  N.  Il„  Omrr 
of  tlKK.  Oilinan  of  N,  II.  aaadhiM  of  Man..  lUnln  of  h, 
Halliom  of  .\.  T.,  IMArr  of  Pa.  Hantinfrtw  of  Oom., 


LI.«ino»orN.H, 

Sylwter  of  N.  T„  aiBulrHnpB 

TrDmbnll 

fadiworth  of  emm. 

'VXTi 

Va-.  f^'f  t 

rf  v..  Stone  of  H 

.llu 

On  the  5th  of  Feb.,  1811,  Mr.  Crawford  of 
Ga.,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stntes,  from 
a  committee  conBiatinj;  of  himself,  Messrs. 
Leib  of  Pa.,  Llojd  of  Md.,  Pupe  of  Ky.,  and 
Anderson  of  Tenn.,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
and  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  25th  of 
Feb..  1791. 

This  bill  vraa  warmly  assailed  by  Messrs. 
Anderson  of  Tenn.,  Giles  of  Va.,  Henry  CUy 
of  Ky.,  and  Smith  of  Md.,  sjid  was  defended 
by  Messrs.  Crawford  of  Ga.,  Lloyd  of  Mass., 
Pope  of  Ky.,  Brent  of  Va.,  and  Taylor  of 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Tenn.  moved  to  strike  out  ' 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which,  if  adopted, 


re 
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TTOuld  bo  equivalent  to  its  rejection,  when  it 
appeared  there  was  a  tie  vote  as  follows : — 

Tka8.— MeKtra.  Anderson  of  Tenn^  Campbell  of  0.,  Clay 
of  Ky.,  Cutis  of  N.  H..  Franklin  of  N.  C«  Qaillard  of  8.  C, 
(rerman  of  N.  Y.,  Oileo  of  Va..  On* gg  of  Pa..  Lambert  of  N. 
Jm  Lelb  of  Pa.,  MattbewHon  of  K.  I..  Reed  of  Md.,  Roblnmn 
of  Yt,  Smith  of  Md.,  Whiteside  of  Tenn.,  Worthingtoa  of 
O.— 17. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard  of  Del^  Bradley  of  Vt,  Brent  of 
Tft^  Chaplin  of  K.  I.,  Condit  of  N.  J.,  Crawford  of  Oa.,  Dana 
of  Conn.,  Oilman  of  N.  H.,  Goodrich  of  Conn.,  Hersey  of  Del., 
IJoyd  of  Masji.,  Pickering  of  Mass..  Pope  of  Ky.,  Smith  of 
M.  I.,  Tait  of  Oa.,  Taylor  of  S.  C.,  Turner  of  N.  C— 17. 

The  Vice  President,  Mr.  Clinton,  gave  the 
casting  vote  in  the  affirmative,  so  tiie  bill  was 
yirtualiy  rejected. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  4th 
of  January,  1811,  Mr.  Burwell  of  Vir^nia, 
from  a  select  committee,  reported  a  bill  to 

continue  in  force  for  the  term  of years, 

''An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  therein  mentioned. 

This  bill  was  opposed  in  the  house  by 
Messrs.  Bassett  of  Va.,  Macon  of  N.  C,  Bacon 
of  Mass.,  Seybert  of  Pa.,  Porter  of  N.  Y.,  De- 
sha of  Ky.,  Newton  of  Va.,  Wright  of  Md., 
Boyd  of  N.  J.,  Barry  of  Ky.,  Johnson  of  Ky., 
Crawford  of  Pa.,  and  £ppe8  of  Va.  It  was 
defended  by  Messrs.  Fist  of  N.  Y.,  Pickman 
of  Mass.,  Alston  of  N.  C,  Findley  of  Pa.,  Mc- 
Kim  of  Md.,  Sheffey  of  Va,,  Nicholson  of  N. 
Y.,  Talmadge  of  Conn.,  and  Stanley  of  N.  C. 

Mr.  Burwell,  who  reported  it  from  the  com- 
mittee, was  opposed  to  it ;  but  merely  reported 
it,  following  the  instructions  of  tlie  committee. 
lie  moved  to  strike  out  tlie  first  section  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Newton  of  Va.  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely,  and  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Teas. — Mesnm.  L.  J.  Alston  of  N.  C,  Wm.  Anderson  of 
Pem  £.  Itaoun  of  Mass.,  Bard  of  Pa.,  Barry  of  Ky.,  Burwell 
of  Ta.,  Baiviett  of  Va..  Bibb  of  Oa.,  Boyd  of  N.  J..  Brown 
of  Pa^  Bailer  of  8.  G.«  Calhoun  of  8.  C,  Chotes  of  8.  C, 
Clay  of  Va.,  Cochran  of  N.  C,  Crawford  of  Pa.,  Cutts  of 
Mass.,  Dawson  of  Va.,  Desha  of  Ky.,  Eppes  of  Va.,  Frank- 
Ita  of  N.  C  Gannett  of  Mas^.,  Gardner  of  Mass.,  Gholson 
of  Ta.,  Goodwyn  of  Va.,  Gray  of  Va.,  Holland  of  N.  C. 
Johnson  of  Ky..  Jonen  of  Va.,  Kenan  of  N.  C,  Kennedy  of 
N.  0.,  Lore  of  Va.,  Lyle  of  Pa.,  Maoon  of  N.  C,  McKim  of 
Md.,  McKinley  of  AU.,  Mitchell  of  N.  Y.,  MontRomery  of 
Md.,  Moore  of  S.  C»  Moore  of  Ind.,  Morrow  of  Tenn.,  Mum- 
ferd  of  N.  Y.,  Newton  of  Va..  Porter  of  N.  Y.,  John  Kea  of 
Pa.,  John  Itbea  of  Tonn..  Richards  of  Pa.,  Rininrold  of  Md., 
Roane  of  Va.,  SHjre  of  N.  Y..  Sawyer  of  N.  C„  Seaver  of  Mmsa., 
Seybert  of  l>a..  Smilie  of  l>a.,  Smith  of  Va.,  Smith  of  l*a., 
Sontbard  of  N.  J.,  Troup  of  Ga.,  Turner  Jr.,  Van  Horn  of  Md., 
Weakley  of  Tenn.,  Wbitehill  of  Pa.,  Wlnuof  S.  C,  WiUier- 
•poon  of  8.  C  Wrisht  of  Md,— <». 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Alston  of  P.  C~  Bljrelow  of 
Man..  BlalMlell  of  N.  H.,  Breclcenridico  of  Va.,  Cempbell  of 
Md.,  Chamberlain  of  N.  II.,  Chamberlain  of  Mass.,  Champion 
of  Conn.,  Chittenden  of  Vt,  Davenport  of  Conn..  Kly  of 
MaML,  Kmott  of  N.  Y.,  Flndly  of  Pa.,  Flsk  of  N.  Y..  Gardi- 
ner of  N.  Y.,  Garland  of  Va.,  Goldoborouffh  of  .Md.,  Gold  of 
N.  Y.,  Hale  of  N.  lU  HaTen  of  N.  U.,  Ileistcr  of  Pa..  Helms 
of  N.  J.,  Hubbard  of  Vt^  Uufty  of  N.  J.,  Huntinirton  of 
Conn.,  Jackson  of  R.  I.,  Jenkins  of  Pa.,  Key  of  Ind.,  Knicker- 
bocker of  N.  Y..  liewia  of  Va.,  LiTlnifston  of  N.  V.,  Matthews 
of  N.  Y.,  McBryde  of  N.  C,  McKee  of  Kr.,  .Miller  of  Teun., 
Milnor  of  l*a..  .Mosely  of  Conn..  Newbold  of  X.  J.,  Nichol- 
son of  N.  Y.,  Peartion  of  N.  C,  Pickman  of  Ma**..  Pitkin  of 
COno.,  Potter  of  R.  I.,  Qulocy  of  Mass.,  Ranlulph  of  Va.. 
Sammons  of  N.  Y.,  Scudder  of  N.  J.,  Shaw  of  Vt.,  Sheffev  of 
Va.,  Bmelt  of  Oa.,  Smith  of  Md.,  Stanford  of  N,  C,  Stanley 
of  N.C..  Stephenson  of  Va.,  SturRcsuf  Conn.,  Swoopeof  Vs., 
Taggart  of  Mshb..  Talmad^e  of  Conn..  Thompson  of  N.  Y., 
Tan  Dyke  of  Del.,  Van  ReniMilaer  of  N.  Y.,  Whcaliu  of  Mass., 
Hilton  of  N.U.—«3. 


Act  approved  April  10, 1816,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  tlie  Bank 
of  the  United  States."  The  bill  from  which 
this  act  originated  was  reported  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1816,  by  Mr.  Calhoun  of  South  Can)linn,  from 
a  committee.  The  bill  was  defended  1a-  Mess. 
Calhoun,  Smith  of  Md.,  Wright  of  Md.",  Tuck- 
er of  Va.,  Sharpe  of  Ky.,  Clay  of  Ky..  and 
others,  and  assailed  by  Messrs.  Ward  of  Mass., 
Webster  of  N.  H.,  Cady  of  N.  Y.,  Cloptmi  of 
Va.,  Stanford  of  N.  C,  Hanson  of  Md.,  Pick- 
ering of  Mass.,  and  others.  It  finally  pa.s«e<l 
the  house  on  the  14th  of  March,  1816,  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Yjcas.— Mesars.  Adgate  of  N.  Y.,  Alexander  of  0..  A  tborton 
of  N.  H.,  Baer  of  Va.,  Betts  of  N.  Y.,  Bwa  of  R.  I.,  Bradbury 
of  Mass.,  Brown  of  Mats.,  Calhoun  of  S.  a.  Cannon  of  Tenn., 
Champion  of  Conn.,  Chappell  of  S.  C,  Clark  of  N.  C,  Clark 
of  Ky.,  Clendennin  of  0..  Comstock  of  N.  Y.,  Condit  of  N. 
J.,  Conner  of  5Iass.,  Crelgbton  of  O.,  CrocheMn  of  N.  Y., 
Cuthbert  of  Oa.,  Edwards  of  N.  a,  Forney  of  N.  C,  >'orsyth 
of  Qa.,  Uholson  of  Va,,  Griflln  of  Pa.,  Orosvenor  of  N.  Y., 
Hawes  of  Va.,  Uendenon  of  Tenn»  IIuRer  of  S.  C  Ilulbert 
of  Mass.,  Hungerford  of  Va..  Ingham  of  Pa.,  Irving  of  N.  Y., 
Jackson  of  Va^  Jewett  of  Vt,  Kerr  of  Va.,  Kinj?  of  N.  C, 
Love  of  N.  C,  Lowndes  of  S.  C,  Lumpkin  of  Ga..  Msclny  ct 
Pa.,  Mason  of  K.  I.,  McCoy  of  Va.,  McKee  of  Ky.,  Midilicton 
of  8.  C,  Moore  of  8.  C,  Moseley  of  Conn.,  Murfree  of  N.  C, 
Nelson  of  Masa.,  Parris  of  Mass.,  Pickens  of  N.  C,  Pinkney 
of  Md.,  Piper  of  Pa.,  Robertson  of  La ,  Sharp  of  Ky..  Smith 
of  Md.,  Smith  of  Va.,  Southard  of  N.  J.,  Taul  of  Ky ..  Taylor 
of  N.  Y.,  Taylor  of  8.  C,  Telfair  of  Qa..  Thomas  of  Tenn.. 
Throop  of  ^f.  Y.,  Towniend  of  N.  Y.,  Tucker  of  Va..  Ward 
of  N.  J..  Wendover  of  N.  Y.,  Wheaton  of  Mass.,  Wiide  i  f  Ga., 
Wilkin  of  N.  Y.,  Williams  of  N.  C,  Wlllouphby  of  N.  Y..  T. 
Wilson  of  Pa.,  W.  Wilson  of  Pa.,  Woodward  of  S.  C«  W  right 
of  Md.,  Yancey  of  N.  C.  Yates  of  N.  Yw— 80. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Baker  of  N.  J.,  Barbour  of  Va..  Bnswtt  of 
Va.,  Bennett  of  N.  J.,  Binlall  of  N.  Y.,  Blount  of  Tenn., 
Brcckenridge  of  Va.,  Bumoide  of  Pa.,  BurwfU  of  Va.,  Cindy 
of  N.  Y.,  Caldwell  of  0.,  alley  of  N.  II.,  Clayton  ..f  Del., 
Clopton  of  Va.,  Cooper  of  Del.,  Crawthrd  of  Pa..  Culpepper 
of  N.  C,  Darlington  of  Pa.,  DaTen|>ort  of  Conn..  I>i>tha  of 
Ky.,  Gaston  of  N.  C,  Gold  of  N.  Y.,  Gold8hon)nirh  t-f  Md., 
Goodwyn  of  Va.,  Hahn  of  l»a..  Hale  of  N.  IL.  Hall  of  Ga., 
Hanson  of  Md.,  Hardin  of  Ky..  Herbert  of  Md.,  liopklnson 
of  Pa.,  Johnson  of  Va.,  Kent  of  Md.,  lAu^^lon  of  '\  t..  Law 
of  Conn.,  Lewis  of  Va.,  I^vett  of  N.  Y.,  Lyle  <»f  Pa .  Lron 
of  Vt,  Riarsh  of  Vt,  Mayrant  of  8.  C^  McLean  c  f  Ky«  Hv 
Lean  of  0^  Milnerof  Pa.,  Newton  of  Va^  Noyes  of  Vu.  Orms- 
by  of  Ky.,  Pirlcering  of  Mass..  Pitkin  of  Coun..  Rnndolph  of 
Va.,  Roed  of  Mass.,  Root  of  N.  Y.,  Ross  of  Pn..  Puii^les  of 
Mass.,  Sergeant  of  Pa.,  Savage  of  N.  Y.,  Fhcffcy  of  Va., 
Smith  of  Pa..  Stanford  of  N.  C,  Steams  of  Mbps.,  Strong  of 
.Mass.,  St  urges  of  Conn.,  Tasgart  of  Mass..  TalmmJgc  of  Conn., 
Vo^e  of  X.  II.,  Wallace  of  I'a..  Wade  of  Ma^s..  Ward  of  X.  Y, 
Webster  of  Mafs.,  Whiteside  of  Pa.,  Wilcox  of  X.  U.— 71. 

The  bill  was  supported  in  the  Senate  by 
Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Barbour  of  Va.,  and 
Taylor  of  S.  C,  and  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Mason 
of  >^.  IL,  Kin^  of  N.  Y.,  and  Veils  of  Del.  It 
was  amended  in  the  Senate,  and  passed  that 
body  on  the  3d  of  April,  181G,  ])y  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour  of  Vs.,  Banr  of  Ky..  Brown  of 
lia.,  Campbt>ll  of  Tenn.,  Chace  of  Vt.,  Condit  of  N.  J..  Dag- 
gett of  Ct>nn..  Fromentin  of  La..  Harper  of  Md..  Horsey  of 
Del.,  Howell  of  R.  I.,  Hunter  of  R.  I.,  Lscock  of  Pa.,  Mason 
of  Va..  Morrow  of  0.,  Roberts  of  I»a.,  Tait  of  Ga.,  Taylor  of 
S.  C,  Turner  of  N.  C,  Vamum  of  Masc.,  Williams  of  Tenn. 
—22. 

NATS.—Messrs.  Dana  of  Conn..  GaiUard  of  S.  C,  GoliUbo- 
rongh  of  Md..  Gore  of  Mass.,  King  of  N.  Y.,  Maco»i  f  N.  C. 
M.iKon  of  N.  H..  Ruirgles  of  0..  Sanfonl  of  N.  Y.,  Ticheuer  of 
Vt,  Wells  of  Del.,  Wilson  of  N.  J.— 12. 

The  amondmonts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  on  the  5th  of 
April,  181G,  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Daniel  Webster  of  N.  U.,  John  liandolph  of 
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Ta^,  snd  Ben  Hardin  of  Ky.,  opposed  the  bill, 
and  Messn.  Calhoun  of  S.  C,  Grosvenor  of  N. 
Y^  Holbert  of  Mara.,  and  others,  defended  it. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  1831,  Mr.  Benton 
of  Biiflaoari,  asked  leave  of  the  Senate  to  in- 
trodnoe  the  following  resolution : — 

Reeolved  bj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kep- 
resentatiyes  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be 
renewed. 

Mr.  Benton  supported  the  resolution  in  an 
elaborftte  and  able  speech. 

No  Senator  replied. 

Mr.  Webster  of  Mass.  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  that  leave  be  granted, 
wbeo  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
low*:— 


Bkniud  of  Pa.,  Benton  of  Mo.,  Bibb  of 
Kj^  Brown  of  N.  O,  Dickeraon  of  N.  J.,  Ihidlej  of  N.  Y., 
Fonjth  of  Oa.,  Grand/  of  Tenn^  Uayne  of  8.  C,  Iredell  of 
5.  CC,  King  of  Alm^  McKinley  of  Ala.,  Polndexter  of  Mla^^ 
SaoflMtl  of  K.  T.,  Bmlth  of  8.  C,  Tasewell  of  Va.,  Troop  of 
On.,  Tjrkr  of  Yn.,  White  of  Tenn.,  and  Woodbury  of  H.  U. 
— ». 

N Am— Meavt.  Barton  of  Mo,  Bell  of  N.  H.,  Burnett  of 
Oi^  Chaae  of  YL,  Clayton  of  Del.,  JToot  of  Ooun.,  Frelingbuy- 
mtm  of  If .  J.,  Hendrielu  of  Ind.,  Uolmes  of  He.,  John«ton 
of  I^L,  Knif  ht  of  R.  I.,  Urlngiton  of  La.,  MarHt  of  Pa.,  No- 
ble, BobMna  of  R.  I.,  RoUnson  of  III.,  Buggies  of  0.,  Sey- 
aoor  of  Yt,  Sllabee  of  Maas.,  Smith  of  Md.,  Spragoe  of  Me., 
Weteter  ofMaaa.,  Willey  of  Oonn.— 23. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1831,  in  the  Senate 
(the  same  daY  on  which  a  like  petition  was 
presented  to  the  House),  Mr.  Dallas  presented 
the  petition  of  the  United  States  Bank  for  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Dallas  of  Pa.,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Weoster  of  Mass.,  Hayne  of  S.  C,  and 
Johnston  of  La. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1831,  Mr.  Dallas  re- 
ported a  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  its  expira- 
tion. 

Messrs.  Dallas,  Webster,  Clayton,  and  others, 
defended  the  bill  Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb, 
White,  Hill,  and  others,  opposed  it. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  18^2,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : — 

Tkajl — Messrs.  Bell  of  N.  H^  Buckner  of  Mo.,  Chambers  of 
Md.,  Gay  of  Ky.,  Clayton  of  DeL,  Dallas  of  Pa.,  Kwing  of  0., 
Fijot  of  Conn.,  Frellnghuysen  of  N.  J.,  Hendricks  of  Ind., 
IMaea  of  Me.,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  La.,  Koight  of  K.  I.,  Nau- 
daln  of  DeL,  Polndexter  of  Miss.,  Prentiss  of  Vt.  Robblus  of 
U.  ].,  Robinson  of  111.,  Rngxlm  of  0.,  Seymour  of  Vt,  Silsbee 
i4  Maaa,  SamL  Smith  of  Md.,  Sprague  of  Me.,  Tipton  of  Ind., 
Toallnson  of  Cbnn.,  Waggaman  of  La.,  Webster  of  .Mass., 
and  WUkina  of  Pa.— 28. 

Sf  ATaL^Messrs.  Benton  of  Mo.,  Bibb  of  Ky.,  Brown  of  X.  C, 
DielEenon  of  N.  J.,  Dudley  of  N.  ¥.,  Ellis  of  Miss.,  Forsyth  of 
ilm^Qnndj  of  Tenn.,  Ilayne  of  S.  C,  llill  of  N.  IL,  Kane  of 
IlL,  King  of  Ala.,  Mangum  of  N.  C,  >Iarcy  of  N.  Y.,  Miller  of 
5.  C,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Tasewell  of  Va.,  Troupe  of  Ga.,  Tyler  of 
Ta,,  Hugh  L.  White  of  Tenn.— 20. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  was  passed  by  the  llouse  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1832,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
followiB : — 


Adams  of  Mass.,  C.  Allen  of  Ky.,  11.  Allen 
•f  Tt,  Amaon  ci  Pa.,  Appleton  of  Mass..  Armstrong  of  Vs., 
' '  Of  Smb.,  AaUij  of  Mo,  Bab«oek  of  N.  Y.,  Banlu  of 


Pa.,  N.  Barlier  of  Conn..  J.  S.  Barhonr  of  V«-,  Barrinper  of 
N.  C,  B«r?t<)w  of  N.  Y,.  J.  C.  Bntun  of  Mmi«s..  HriggM  of  Mass , 
Itueher  of  i'a.,  llullard  of  La.,  Bard  of  I'a..  iJurcoHs  of  R.  L, 
Choatc  of  Mawi.,  Collier  of  N.  V.,  .1.  (\.utlit  of  N,  J.,  8.  Corv 
dit  of  N.  J.,  K.  Coi.ke  of  O.,  B.  Cooko  of  N.  Y.,  C«x>p«-r  of  N. 
J.,  Corwio  of  O.,  Coulter  of  Pa.,  Craig  of  Vn..  Cralne  t»f  0., 
Crawford  of  Pn.,  Creighton  of  0.,  Daiiiul  of  Ky..  J.  Davis  of 
3Ia«SM  Dearborn  of  Mas.*.,  Denny  of  I'a..  D«'W«rt  of  I'a^  Dod- 
dridge of  Va.,  Dmyton  of  8.C.,  Ulsworth  of  Conn,.  0.  Evans 
of  Me.,  J.  Kvans  of  Ps^  E.  Kverett  of  Mawt..  H.  Kverelt  of 
Tt.,  Ford  of  Pa.,  Gilmore  of  Pa.,  Urennell  of  .Mtw*.*.,  Hodges 
of  Mass.,  Heinter  of  Ps^  Horn  of  Pa.,  Ha<rhe8  of  N.  J.,  Hunt- 
ingt})n  of  Conn..  Ihrle  of  Pa^  Ingersoll  of  Conn..  Irvin  of  0.* 
Isacks  of  Tenn.,  Jenifer  of  Md.,  K«ndaU  of  Mmmi..  H.  King  of 
Pa.,  Kerr  of  Md.,  Letcher  of  Ky.,  Mann  of  Pa..  Marshall  of 
Ky.,  Maxwell  of  Va.,  McCoy  of  l»a..  MrDnffle  of  S.  C  McKen- 
nan  of  l*n^  fiercer  of  Va.,  Millitran  of  Del..  N«wUu,  Pcarro 
of  R.  I..  Pendleton  of  N.  Y.,  Piicber  of  N.  Y..  Potts  of  Pa., 
Kandolph  of  N.  J.,  J.  Reed  of  Mass..  Koot  of  N.  Y..  Kussel  of 
0.,  Scmmes  of  Md.,  W.  B*  Shepard  of  N.  C.  A.  H.  Shepperd 
of  N.  C  Slade  of  Vt..  Smith  of  Pa.,  Southard  of  N.  .1.,  8peuro 
of  Md.,  Stanberry  of  0„  Stephens  of  Pa.,  Stewart  of  i'a., 
Storrs  of  Conn..  Sutherland  of  Pa.,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  P.  Thomas 
of  La.,  Tompkins  of  Ky.,  Tracy  of  N.  Y«  Vance  of  O.,  Ver- 
plaDck  of  N.  Y.,  Vinton  of  ().,  Washington  of  Md.,  Watmongh 
of  Pa.,  E.  Whltt«iley  of  0.,  F.  Whitlesly  of  N.  Y.,  K.  D.  While 
of  La.,  Wickliffe  of  Ky.,  Williams  of  N.  C,  and  Young  of 
Conn.— lOfl. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adnir  of  Ky.,  Alexander  of  Va.,  Anderson 
of  Md.,  Archer  of  Va.,  Batei<  of  .Mo.,  Beardsly  of  N.  Y- 
Bell  of  Tenn.,  Ber»{en  of  N.  Y..  Betlinneof  N.C.,  Jamet*  Blair 
of  S.  C,  Bouck  of  N.  Y.,  Bonldin  of  Va.,  Bram  h  of  N.  C, 
Cambreling of  N.  Y.,  Carrof  Ind.,  Chandlierof  N.H.,  Chinn 
of  Va.,  Claiborne  of  Va..  Clav  of  Ala..  Clavton  of  Oa.,  Coke 
of  Va.,  Conner  of  N.  C  W.  K.  Davis  of  S.  C.,  Dayan  of  N.  Y., 
Doubledny  of  N.  Y.,  Folder  of  S.  C.  Fitsgerald  of  Tenn., 
Foster  of  fla.,  Oaither  of  Kv.,  Oordon  of  Va..  Qrlffln  of  S.C, 
T.  II.  Hsll  of  N.  C.  W.  Hall  of  Tenn.,  Homuions  of  N.  H., 
Harper  of  N.  IL,  Hawe<i  of  Ky.,  Hawkins  of  N.  C,  Hoffman 
of  N.  Y.,  Hogan  of  N.  Y.,  Hollantl  of  Md.,  Howard  of  Md., 
Hubbard  of  N.  H.,  Jarvi.«  of  Md.,  C.  Jolinsoa  of  Va.,  Kavi^ 
naugh  of  Md^  Kennon  of  0.,  A.  King  of  Pa.,  J.  King  of  N. 
Y.,  Lamar  of  Ua.,  Leavitt  uf  0.,  Lecompte  of  Ky.,  Lewis  of 
Ala.,  Lyon  of  Ky.,  Mardis  of  Ala.,  Maiwn  of  Va.,  McCerty 
of  Ind.,  McInUre  of  Mo.,  McKay  of  N.  C,  Mitchell  of  .Md., 
Newman  of  Ga.,  Nuckolls  of  S.  C,  Patton  of  Va.,  IMerson 
of  N.  Y.,  Polk  of  Tenn.,  B.C.  Reed  of  N.  Y.,  Uencherof  N.C., 
Roane  of  Va.,  Soule  of  N.  Y.,  Speight  Standifer,  F. 
Thomas  of  Md.,  W.  Tliompson  of  Ga.,  J.  Thomwu  of  O.. 
Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Wanlell  of  N.  Y.,  Wayne  of  Ga..  We^ksof  N. 
H.,  Wheeler  of  N.  Y.,  C.  P.  White  of  N.  Y.,  Wiidc  of  Ga., 
Worthington  of  Ind. — 84. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1832,  President  Jack- 
son communicated  to  the  Senate,  in  which  the 
bill  originated,  the  act  to  modify  and  continue 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  with  his  objections  to  the 
same.  Messrs.  Webster  of  ^lass.,  Holmes  of 
Mass.,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Clayton  of  Del.,  and 
Clay  of  Ky.,  opposed  the  veto.  Me.*»8r8.  White 
of  Tenn.,  and  Benton  of  Missouri,  defended  it. 

The  question  was  then  put — **  Shall  the  bill 
become  a  law,  the  President's  objecticms  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  ?"  (a  two-third  vote 
being  necessary  to  carry  it),  and  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative. 

All  the  Senators  who  voted  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill  originally,  voted  for  it  notwithstanding 
the  veto,  except  Messrs.  Bell,  Ewing,  Knight, 
Naudain,  Smith  and  Waggaman,  who  were 
absent.  The  negative  vote  was  identical,  with 
the  exception  that  Mr.  Dickorson  was  absent 
and  did  not  vote  on  it  after  the  veto. 

The  removal  of  the  government  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
summated on  the  22d  of  September,  1833. 
Mr.  William  J.  Duane  of  Pa.,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  having  declined  to  make  the 
removal.  President  Jackson  removed  him  and 
appointed  Roger  B.  Taney  of  Maryland  (th« 
present  Chief  Justice)  Secretary  of  the  Trear 
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At  the  beginntDg  of  the  first  scsBion  of  the 
23d  Ctiiigresh,  ahortly  after  the  remoTal  of  the 
depiHiiiex,  President  Joe IcBon  nominated  H.  D. 
Gilpin,  J.  T.  Sullivati,  P.  Wager,  and  R.  Mc- 
Elderj'  as  the  five  directora  in  the  United  States 
Bank  to  represent  the  government.  Theae 
gentlemen  were  the  same  who  hod  served  du- 
ring the  previous  year,  and  had  the  year  before 
been  ciiufirmed  by  the  Senate.  Thej  vrere 
suppoticd  to  be  oppMed  to  the  Bank,  haTiug 
made  the  report  upon  which  the  order  for  the 
removal  of  too  dcpoeilea  was  main  It  justified. 
Their  uuminatbn  was  rejected  bj  the  Senate, 
bj  yens  Hiid  nays  ns  follows : — 

Till.— Mown.  Brntoti  of  Ho.,  Blmik  of  MbK.  BrDini  at 
N.  C.  I^inrlh  oi  lit.,  Umndr  ot  T.dd..  llindrtcki  of  Idi].. 


U(  of  July.  1834,  be  deposited  with  the  Bank 
'  of  the  United  Slates,  in  purauaDco  of  the  Act 

of  the  10th  of  April,  1816." 
I      These  joint  resolutions  of  the  Senate  were 
\  adopted  on  the  3d  of  June,  1834.    The  firoi 
I  reeolutioD,  being  one  condemnatory  uf  the  ae- 
1  tion  of  the   Secretary  of  the  TreaKury,  \Ta* 

adopted  by  a  vote  of  yeas  29,  and  nays  16. 

The  second  resolution,  requiring  the  rniblic 
'  moneys  to  be  deposited  in  the  United  State* 
.  Bank,  the  1st  of  July,  1834,  was  adupted  by 

yeas  and  naye  as  follows : 
I      They  gave  rise  to  Oeaeral  Jackson's  cele- 
!brat«a  protest. 
<     TuL—MMmBlbbofKi.,  Bril  or  N.IU  Black  arKuK, 

rUhnnn  nf  8  f..   rn>r  nf  Kj.,  Claftan  at  l)rl..  KvlDgofO., 

Im..  Pnrltr  or  U^  l4«DtiH  o( 


Le^b  of  Vl 
of  C^..  Pol 


.-_ ,S.  U.,  Bibb  of  Ky,  1 

O,  Chuibmof  )I<1„  CIu  o(  Kr.  IJwlnz  ol 
buTMU  ur  N.  J.,  Kml  oTHJ.,  KD^bt  of  R.I. 


..,  T>lor  tff  Va.,  WjiKguua  of  Ll.  W«bitar  ol 


President  Jackson  addressed  a 
tion  U>  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  thcne  nominations,  on  which  he  dis- 
claimed all  intention  to  call  in  question  the 
act  of  the  body  rejecting  them,  but  commuDi- 
catcd  his  views  of  its  consequences  if  it  were 
not  reconsidered. 

This  messapiof  the  President  was  referred 
to  tbo  Committee  on  Finance,  of  which  Mr. 
Tyler  was  the  chairman,  who  made  a  report 
commenting  upon  the  mossa^  of  the  Presi- 
dent, adverse  to  the  renominatiuns  and  recom- 
mend in  g  their  rejection. 

The  four  gentlemen  named  were  accordingly 
again  rejected. 


effect,  (hat  the  President  in  his  late 

proceedings,  in  relative  to  the  public  rcronue. 
Lad    OHsuued   upon    himself   authority   and 

Kwer  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
i-s,  and  in  derogation  of  both  ;  and  that 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  fur  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posiies  trvm  the  Bunk  of  the  United  States, 
are  insufficient  and  unsatisfiictory. 

The  latter  of  these  resolutions,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary,  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Fmance,  was  the 
snbject  of  an  elaborate  report  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster from  that  Committee,  reviewing  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  and  recommending  that 
the  resolution  1>o  adopted. 

The  resolutions  were  ad 
on  the  2Sth  of  March,  1S3- 

Mr.  Clay  on  the  28lh  of  May.  1834,  intro- 
4uced  ru.-iolulions  similar  to  those  which  had 
pancd  the  Senate  on  the  28ih  of  March, 
giving   to  then]   tho  chariwtcr   of  joint  ro- 


The  votes  on  both  of  the  resolutions  were 
identical,  with  the  eiception  that  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, of  Ind.,  who  voted  for  the  first  one,  wa.^ 
not  present  on  the  vote  of  which  the  preceding 
is  B  record. 

Those  resolutions,  however,  were  never  acted 
upon  by  the  Ilouse. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  4, 
1834,  the  question  was  ttiken  on  four  rnnilii- 
tions  reported  by  Mr.  Polk,  from  the  Coinniii- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

I  The  Grst  one  of  tnese  resolutions  waii  to  ttio 
effect  that  the  Bank  of  tho  United  Stales  uu^ht 
not  to  be  rechartered. 

;  The  second  one  wan  to  tho  effect  that  ti'i< 
depositee  ought  not  to  be  restored  to  (he  Bunk 
of  the  United  States. 

The  third  one  was  to  (he  effect  tha(  ti.e 
State  Banks  ought  to  be  continued  us  (he  dc 
positories  of  tlie  public  money's,  and  that  it  i^ 
expedient  that  further  provision  should  \-v 
mode  prescribing;  the  mode  of  Heleetii>ii,  th'> 
securities  to  be  taken,  and  tho  manner  unrl 
terms  upon  whiuh  they  are  to  be  employed. 

Tho  fourth  resolution  provideii  fur  the  ajv 
pointinent  of  a  committee  to  invcsti)^iie  ll^i- 
affairs  of  the  United  Slates  Bunk,  and  to  re- 
port upon  its  various  molpraciii'ci",  violaliuKs 
of  its  charter,  4c.,  to  report  to  the  Iloiiwe. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

Xiu.— Han.  Aduat  of  V.  Y.,  Al)«  nt  O..  AnlliniT  -I 
Vm..  B«1b  of  Ji,  U™  of  .V  11.,  Ikmrcblj 


i.  I,  B> 


If  Ph..  Dell  of  T<ic 


S.V. 


(rf  N.  C ,  Crmmet  at  ^.  Y..  Ilsita  at  ».&,  Daimpurt  d(  V... 
Pit  of  N.  y.,  DIrKpnin  uf  N.  J.,  IHrkenKn  of  ttna,.  Dud- 
Kp  ol  luuk,  FiUw  of  S.  a,  nnatot  «I  Tmd,  fMbc « 
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0a«  W.  K.  Fuller  of  N.  T.,  Falton  of  Ta.,  Qallbrafth  of  Pa., 
fibtdacm  of  Va^  UiU«t  of  N.  Y^  Gilmer  of  Oa.,  Gordon  of  Ta., 
Qravsim  rif  8.  C.  GrifflD  of  S.  Cm  Joseph  Hall  of  Me.,  T.  H. 
Ilall  of  N.  C  Halsey  of  N.  Y.,  Uamer  of  O.,  Ilannefran  of 
lad-  Jottpfh  M.  Ilarpor  of  N.  H^  Haniaon  of  Pa.,  Uathaway 
if  N.  Y..  UawUna  of  N.  O,  Uaw«i  of  Kj^  Heath  of  MU., 
Beodcrmo  of  Ha^  Howell  of  N.  Y.,  Hubbard  of  N.  H^  Uunt- 
iagton  of  N.  Y.,  Inn  of  TooDm  Jarris  of  Me.,  Johnson  of 
Ktm  Johneoo  of  N.  Y.,  Jofanaon  of  Tenn.,  Jonet  of  Ga.,  Jones 
of  O.,  Kavaoash  of  Me^  Kinnard  of  Ind.,  Lane  of  Ind., 
Lanfiog  of  N.  Y.,  Laporte  of  Ra.,  Lawrence  of  N.  Y..  Lay  of 
N.  Y^  Ln  of  Teon.,  Lee  of  N.  J.,  LeaTitt  of  0.,  Loyall  of  Va^ 
Lacm  of  Ta.,  I^on  of  Ky.,  Lytle  of  0.,  Mann  of  N.  Y.,  Mann 
of  Pa.,  Mardiii  of  Ala^  Mamn  of  Va.,  Mason  of  Me.,  Mclntire 
of  Me..  McKmj  of  N.  C,  MeKlnley  of  Ala.,  Mclxjan  of  0., 
MeYeaa  of  N.  Y.,  MUler  of  Pa.,  Mitchell  of  N.  Y.,  Mitchell 
of  O^  Mutaloaberg  of  Psu  Murphy  of  Ala.,  0^;ood  of  Man., 
Pafpa  of  N.  Y.,  Parks  of  Me^  Parker  of  N.  J.,  Patterson  of  O., 
D.  J.  I^Baroe  of  R.  I.,  Peyton  of  Tenn.,  Pierce  of  N.  U.,  Mer- 
•rm  of  N.  Ym  PInckney  of  &  a,  Plumer  of  Mine.,  Polk  of 
Teon.,  Renefaer  of  N.  C  Scfaenck  of  N.  J^  Schley  of  Ga., 
ekinn  of  N.  J.,  Smith  of  Me..  Speight  of  N.  a,  Standifer, 
if  Trtin..  Stoddart  of  Md.,  Sutherland  of  Pa^  Taylor  of  N. 
Y.,  Taylor  of  Pa..  Thomas  of  Md.,  Thompmn  of  0.,  Turner  of 
Kd.  TorrQl  of  N.  Y..  Tanderpoel  of  N.  Y.,  Wegener  of  Pa., 
Waid  of  N.  Y.,  Wardwell  of  N.  Y.,  Wayne  of  Ga.,  Webster 
•f  O..  Wbalkm  of  N.  Y.— 134. 

Nats. — MesMTS.  J<^n  Quiney  Adami  of  Mass.,  John  J. 
Allen  of  Ya.,  Heman  Allen  of  Yt,  Chilton  Allan  of  Ky., 
Afk\fj  ct  Moh  Bankfi  of  Ya.,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Baruitz  of  l*a., 
Barrlnger  of  N.  C  Baylies  of  Masi^..  Beaty  of  Ky.,  B«*ll  of  0., 
Btaney  of  Pa.,  Briggs  of  Maas^  Ball  of  Mo.,  Burges  of  R.  I., 
Gsge  of  MUm.,  Chambers  of  Pa^  Chilton  of  Ky.,  Choate  of 
Maea.  Clark  of  Pa.,  Corwin  of  0.,  Coulter  of  Pa.,  Crane  of 
O.,  Crockett  of  Tenn.,  Darlington  of  Pa.,  Amos  Davis  of  Ky., 
Deberry  of  N.  C^  Deming  of  YL,  Denny  of  Pa.,  Dennis  of 
MtL,  DickMm  of  N.  Y..  Duncan  of  III.,  Ellsworth  of  Conn., 
■▼aos  of  Me.,  Krerett  of  Mara^  KTerett  of  Vt,  Fillmore  of 
N.  Y.,  Foote  of  Conn.,  Fuller  of  N.  Y.,  Graham  of  N.  C, 
OreBoel  of  Mass.,  Hall  of  Vt,  Hard  of  N.  Y.,  Hardin  of  Ky., 
Harper  of  Pa.,  Haarltlne  of  N.  Y.,  Huntington  of  Conn., 
Jacksoa,  Johnson  of  Md^  Lincoln,  3Iartindale,  Marshall 
of  Ky..  McCarty  of  Ind.,  McComas  of  Va.,  McDuffle  of  S. 
C  MrKennan  of  Pa.^  Mercer  of  Va.,  Mllligan  of  Del.,  Moore 
of  Ya^  Pope  of  Ky.,  Potts  of  Pa.,  Reed  of  Mass..  William  B. 
Bbepberd  of  N.  C,  Angnstas  II.  Shepperd  of  N.  C,  William 
Hade  of  Vt,  Charlea  Blade  of  111^  Sloane  of  0.,  Spangler  of 
O..  Tb<Mnaa  of  La.,  Tompkins  of  Ky.,  Tweedy  of  Conn., 
Vance  of  O.,  Vinton  of  0.,  Watmongh  of  Pa.,  Edward  D. 
White  of  La.,  Whittlesey  of  N.  Y..  Ellsha  Whittle«ey  of  O.. 
Wflde  of  Ga^  Williams,  Wilton  of  Va.,  Young  of  Conn.— 82. 

The  remaining  resolutions  were  also  adopted. 

On  the  11th  of  Dec,  1833,  the  Senate,  bv  a 
vote  of  23  to  17,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  passed 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  a  copy 
of  the  Pftper  read  by  him  to  his  Cabinet  on  the 
18th  of  Sept.,  183o,  justifying  his  intended 
course  in  reference  to  removing  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Gen.  Jackson  responded  the  next  day,  denying 
the  right  of  the  Senate  to  make  such  a  call, 
and  declining  to  comply  with  its  request. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  4th  resolution  of  Mr.  Polk,  a<lopted  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1834,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Francis  Thomas  of  Md.,  Edward  Everett  of 
Mass.,  Muhlenberg  of  Pa.,  Mason  of  Va., 
Ellsworth  of  Conn.,  Mann  of  N.  Y.,  and  Lylc 
of  Ohio,  reported  their  inability  to  make  the 
necessary  mvestigation,  on  account  of  the  im- 
pediments thrown  in  their  way  by  the  Bank, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  oflBcers  and  llircctors  of 
the  l»ank  to  produce  the  books  or  testify. 

The  committee  moved  a  resolution  to  the 
nou.<e  to  bring  the  president  and  directors 
before  the  bar  of  the  House  for  contempt,  but 
the  pame  was  never  acted  unon. 

Mr.  Taney,  the  Secretarj"  of  the  Treasury, 
who  had  carried  out  the  instructions  of  tne 
Pfwdeiit,  and  removed  the  deposites,  was 


rejected  by  the  Senate,  when  his  nomination 
as  Secretary  came  up  before  it  for  confirmation. 

On  the  od  of  March,  183G,  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  expired.  It 
continued  to  work,  however,  under  a  charter 
from  Pennsylvania,  under  the  title  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  the 
bank  under  the  United  States  charter  having, 
one  day  before  its  expiration,  transferred  to 
the  bank  under  the  state  charter  all  of  its 
property. 

On  the  9th  of  Oct.,  1839,  even  under  its 
state  sanction,  it  ceased  to  exist,  and  stopped. 

On  the  2l8t  of  June.  1841,  a  United  States 
Bank  was  attempted  to  be  re-established,  under 
a  new  name.  Mr.  Clay  introduced  a  bill  in 
the  Senate,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
currency,  to  establish  a  '*  Fiscal  Bank  of  the 
United  States.''  It  passed  the  Senate  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1841,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  26,  nays 
23.  Every  senator  who  voted  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Independent  Treasury  law  voted  for 
this  bill,  with  the  exception  of'^Messrs.  Archer, 
Rives,  and  Clayton.  Messrs.  Archer  and 
Rives  voted  against  this  bill.  Mr.  Clayton 
did  not  vote  at  all. 

The  negative  vote  was  the  same  as  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  [see 
Independent  Treasury]  with  the  addition  of 
Messrs.  Archer  and  Rives,  who  voted  for  that, 
and  against  this,  and  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Linn, 
and  ^louton,  who  did  not  vote  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Independent  Treasury  law. 

It  passed  the  House  on  the  Cth  of  August, 
1841,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

yF.\8. — M«»8rs.  Alford  of  Oa.,  Allen  of  .Me.,  Andrews  of  Ky., 
Andrews  of  0.,  Arnold  of  Tenn.,  Aycrigg  of  N.  J..  Uabcock  of 
N.  v..  Baker  of  Mass.,  Barnard  of  N.  Y.,  Bnrlon  of  Ya., 
Birdseye  of  N.  Y.,  Black  of  Pa.,  Blair  of  N.  Y.,  Boardman  of 
Conn.,  Borden  of  Mass.,  Bottsof  Va.,  Briggs  of  Mara.,  Broek> 
way  of  Conn..  Bronson  of  N.  Y..  Brown  of  Tenn.,  Brown  of  Pa., 
Bumell  of  MaAS.,  Bntlrr  of  Ky.,  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  W.  B. 
Campbell  of  Tenn.,  T.  J.  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  Caruthers  of 
Tenn..  ChUd«i  of  N.  Y.,  J.  C.  Clark  of  N.  Y..  8.  N.  Clark  of  N. 
Y.,  Cowen  of  0,,  Cran8ton  of  U.  I.,  Crarens  of  Ind.,  Cusbing 
of  .Mai's.,  Davis  of  Ky.,  Dawson  of  Ga.,  Debeny  of  N.  C,  John 
Edwards  of  Pa.,  Everett  of  Vt..  FV^sentlen  of  Me.,  Fillmore  of 
N.  Y.,  A.  L.  Foster  of  N.  Y.,  Gamble  of  Ga.,  Gentry  of  Tenn., 
Glddiogs  of  0.,  Goicgin  of  Va.,  G<K)dH  of  0.,  Graham  of  N.  C, 
Orecn  of  Ky.,  Qraig  of  N.  Y.,  HalM'rFh.nm  of  Ga.,  Ilnnt  of 
N.  Y.,  Uali  of  Vt,  Halstead  of  N.  .1.,  Wm.  S.  HastinRS  of 
Mass.,  Henry  of  Pa..  Iloward  of  Mich.,  Iludmn  of  Mass., 
James  Irvln  of  Pa.,  Jamrs  of  Tuiin.,  JobnMtn  of  Md..  I.  D. 
Jonee  of  Md.,  Kennedy  of  Md..  Kin<;  of  Ga,  Lane  of  Ind., 
Lawrence  of  Pa.,  Linn  of  N.  Y.,  Mnsf>n  of  O.,  Mathiot  of  O., 
.Mattocks  of  Vt..  Maxwell  of  N.  J.,  Maynnnl  of  N.  Y.,  Meri- 
wether of  Oa.,  Sloore  of  La.,  Morjran  of  N.  Y.,  M<»rrls  of  0., 
Morrow  of  0..  Nisbet  of  Ga.,  O^U»rne  of  Conn.,  Owpley  of 
Ky..  Pearce  of  .Md.,  Pendleton  of  ().,  Pt.pe  of  Ky..  Powell 
of  Va.,  Proffit  of  Ind.,  R«m.'*4»y  of  P*-'  Randall  of  Me.,  Ran- 
dall of  Md.,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  Rayner  of  N.  C  Rencher 
of  N.  C,  HldRway  of  O.,  Rodney  of  Del.,  Ruswll  of  0.,  Sal- 
tomitall  of  Mai*.*..  Sericeant  of  Pa.,  ^heppard  of  N.  C,  Simon- 
U.n  of  l»a..  Smith  of  Conn.,  SpripcK  «'f  Ky.,  Stanley  of  N.  C, 
Stokely  of  Ohio,  Htmtton  of  N.  J.,  Stewart  of  Va..  Summers 
of  Va.!  Taliaferro  of  Va.,  Thompson  of  Ky.,  Thompson  of 
Ind..  Tillinjrhast  of  R.  L.  Tolnud  of  Pa.,  Tomlluron  of  N.  Y., 
Triplett  of  N.  Y.,  Trumbull  of  Conn..  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Van 
Rentswlaer  of  N.  Y.,  Wallace  of  Ind.,  Warren  of  Oa..  Wash. 
injtton  of  .\.  C,  White  of  La.,  Whit*^  of  Ind.,  T.  W.  Williaais 
of  Conn..  Lewis  Williams  of  N.  C,  C.  11.  Williams  of  Tenn., 
J.  L.  William;!  of  Tenn.,  Winthrop  of  Mass.,  Yorke  of  N.  J., 
A  UK.  YounK  of  Vt..  John  Youn?  of  N.  Y.— 128. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams  of  Mass.,  ArrinKton  of  N.  C,  Ather- 
ton  of  N.  n..  Banksof  Va.,  Beeson  of  Pa.,  Bidlark  of  Pa.,  Bowne 
of  N.  Y.,  Boyd  of  Ky..  Browne  of  Tenn.,  Brown  of  Pa.,  Burke 
of  N.  H..  S.  U.  Butler  of  S.  C.  Butler  of  Kv.,  Caldwell  of  N. 
C,  Caldwell  of  S.  C,  Campbell  of  S.  C,  Carey  of  Va..  Chap, 
man  of  Ala.,  Cliflbnl  of  Me.,  Clinton  of  M.  Y.,  Coles  of  Va., 
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ItQjd  ot  N.  V.  l^ruuin  of  I'm  VmUi  of  Dl.  (JUmer  of  % 
Uoaitvl  Vs.. Gordon  of  N.  V^  Guitlo  of  I'il.  Ilarrii  nr  I 
IlHtlBgt  oC  0,  Uhii  Of  Vl.  nalmu  of  a.  C.  Unpklm 

Y«.,  HoP'lL  Af  N.  Vl  Tlnnaum  nf  Ala  .  Huhiinl  at  Vl.  Id 
tacirf  >'• 

■n(KT 

J*»tao1    _...,_ 

nf  N.  y.  SlcCldlan  of  TsnB,  Hcl^VOI  K.  C^  Ucheoo 

NlU'dUU  ^t-, £mvi  HiL, SUUhewi  «r U,  HntlH  ^ 
Hut^MlllHorUo^Xnlunliir  h.,Ollniof  N.  Y..Pir 
--■    «.,  PilriOwofN.  Y.,  I'mjnoof 


SB", 


oTT.  Y,,  SMndrn  < 


PresiUent  Tylor  vewcd  Uiia  bill.  The  ques- 
tion was  tnken,  in  tha  ijennte,  Sboll  the  bill 
pw»  notwithstanding  tlio  vewi  of  the  Presi- 
(lont.  And  it  wns  dclcrmincd  in  the  nega- 
tive, jeafl  24,  nays  24. 

The  bill  wns  revived  in  the  Ilnuno  in  an- 
other ehapc,  and  entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide 
for  the  better  collei^llon,  &c.,  hj  means  of  a 
corporation,  to  he  slyloJ  the  Fiscal  Corporation 
of  uie  United  Stato«."  It  was  brought  to  a 
Tote  on  the  23d  of  Augnst,  lt<41,  and  was 
passed,  by  yeas  125,  nays  'J4, 

The  vote  on  thiit  bill  was  the  earae  as  that 
on  the  Fiscal  Bank  bill,  with  the  exception 
that  Mossrs,  Adams  of  Mass.,  and  Marshall 
of  Ky.,  who  voted  against  that,  voted  for  this, 
HeBsra.  Cooper,  Gates,  and  Slade,  who  did  not 
voteon  that,  voteilforthis  bill.  Messrs. Cross, 
Dawson  of  La.,  KaHtman,  Mallory,  Mason,  and 
Sumter,  who  did  nut  vote  on  that,  voted  against 
thia  bill.  Messrs.  Alford,  Childs,  Cowen, 
Davis,  Olddings,  3Icrriwetber,  Pruffit,  Sprigg, 
wul  Van  ItvnH^elucr,  who  volcil  fur  that,  and 
Messrs.  Cravens,  Dimmook,  Lowell,  Marshall 
of  Me.,  Oliver,  and  Fatridge,  who  voted  against 
that,  were  alntcnt  and  not  voting  on  this  bill. 

It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  JuQuarj. 
1841,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fiillo<iVS : — 


Sixtat  of  Ark..  i>nllh  iT  Or>iiD_  Slnifynn  nf  fa..  Tanpui  Kf  I 
».,  Wdkor  nf  MIXL,  Woulbun  of  S.  11 ,  Wrlxtat  of  N.  Y., 
IDd  YuBiiK  of  UI.-». 

On  the  9th  nf  Sept.,  1S41.  President  Tyler  | 
■■nmmuniunled  to  the  House  his  metisage  voto- , 
iiig  the  same,  anil  on  the  noit  day  Uievote 


President  Tyler 
fiscal  agent,  called  the  Eiuhequur  Board ;  but 
it  was  not  acted  upon  by  eitliur  Iluu^e,  otiicr 
than  to  be  reported  in  favor  of.  in  the  Senate, 
b^  Mr.  Talmadge  of  N.  Y.,  fmui  a  select  om- 
mittee,  and  by  Mr.  Cushtug,  in  the  llou^e, 
from  a  like  committee. 

BankmpI  Act, 

On  the  2-ltli  of  Jnly,  1841,  the  Bankrupt 
Bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Henderson  of  Miss., 
passed  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 

YMim—XtKn.  Bumw  of  L*..  BiIm  of  Mm..  Chmlr  Pf 
Mu^CUtdT  K7..CIa;lonof  Del.,  DIxoDof  K.  I.KiKHi.r 
Mn.,  UfndnnD  of  Hlw.,  JlanllaElnn  of  (Vmu.,  Korr  snj 
Morrlek  of  Md.,  Mmor  of  N,  J..  Morrlu^ul  nf  Kv..  Monlori 
ol  Ll,  Phrlpi  tt  Vt,  toctar  I 

Walkar  of  MtM.,  WbJt>  of  T« 
briditiot  Mlcli.,  YouDROf  III— HI. 

NiTa.— Mmif.  AllaD  efa.  AnhtT  or  Vit..  BsTud  of  TWU 
BintoD  of  Mo.,  BDFlmmn  of  IM..  ClilboDii  of  S.  C,  Olij  at 
Alii.,Giitfal>rnDtUm-FultoBorArk^(inliiimnf  K.O-kiM 

Horrtof  S.  H.,Pr.nlh.o(Vulllv«r^'T«..a>vl»rofArk^ 
Smltfa  of  Ooiim  StvnuDD  of  Pa.,  TAbpau  of  0.,  Woodbtinr 
nf  N.  n.,  U  liftll  or  N.  V^23. 

This  bill  passed  the  Mouse  on  the  18th  of 
Aug.,  1841,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  ;-- 
YSAi.— Hmn,  Adini  of  Muv.  Allni  of  Mr..  Aodroiri 

B.kioru.M,H.rn»rfot  N.^,  Buirk'nT  1"«.,  Bl»lt  oit -v! 
Y.,  Boudmui  of  Codkh  Borlen  of  Mm.  Btlun  of  Mi»., 

Hnmoll  of  MiM..  (Ubomi  Df  .Mwu  T  J.  (VmptKll  of  Tnn!! 
Ciinillwii  of  Tddh.,  ChUdsnf  n.  Yh  Cbtttcudm  of  N.  Y, 


r  Kt-,  Dtir* 


:..  Cnren  of  Ind.,  Cud 


MadaDDaf  Hiin..I[iint  of  N.Y_'J.lniii 

nidj  «f  Sill.  Kins  of  Ol,  Lorn  uf  lu.l.'. 
liiD  or  N.  Y.  Uuxffl  of  I).,  Mitklol  (,r  (I.. 
Msjurd  of  N.  I,  U<ttTinUi«  of  m . 
^n  or  N.  Y..  UorriK  ar  U..  Morrow  of  O. 
imeof  Ooon.,  Pnmi.f  Md.  I^midlch-ii 
k.  B.  KuiU.!  or  Mk.  a.  Kkiutall  oT  Md.. 


f  N,  Y„  RniB 


r  Tbiid..  wiBUitop  or 


.  BlrdiiTeaf  .        .        . 

)C<..A.V.BnmBorTnon..C.Br.    ... 

rk>  or  H.  II.,  DDllar  or  S.O..  nullnoT  K 
C,  Cildwall  or  >L  0..  Camphril  of  S.  O,  1 


,     _Jlrrtl<.f 


President,  and  it  resulted,  yeas  in.l,  nays  71. 
Two-thirds,  as  rei|u'red  by  the  Constitution,! 
not  having  voted  i:i  the  affirmative,  the  bill  i 
was  lost. 


iininton  of  S.  v.,  Col«i  or  V«_  Cnm  of  A 

1,  IMitii  ot  N.  Y,  Bmb  of  0.,  Doul  or    ......  .     .  . 

>f  N.  Y.,  J.  fl.  Floyd  of  ?j.  Y.,  CA.  norjof  X.Y..  FomuHV 
:f  P>..  FoiUr  orn*..  (iBDlrr  or  TdBD.  firm  at  1^  flUnRT 
>f  Vi.,aoK()B  or  ¥•_  ODOdr  of  Vn.  flnnlon  ••f  N.  r,  On)i»m 
If  N,  C  Ouitln*  of  1^,  HutIi  of  V*..  IIhiIhk*  or  ».,  II»> 
>f  Til,  HoIbih  of  S.  C.  II«plilD(af  Va.,  Ilnark  nf  N.  \. 
lonrhiB  of  AlL,  lluhardorVL,  ttaBter<dVB.,lBCHw;li« 
X  Jick  or  Ph..  Jobnaon  or  Tino..  Jodh  nf  Vi.,  R>ln  •* 
-     lodT  of  IdJ..  I:wla  of  AIb..  Utiltltid  of  Hi., 

.....  ^     ,.  ~  ., _  ^^^  sirKnY  of  JJ.  C . 

iftllcfKr,  Mattbm 
Iprof  Mn.,Nn'hsnl 


Ki-n«lllBd  of  N.  Y..  UoCMli 

lInllarTof 

"f  0.  ^Bt 


.  .  .,  ,  ,  ,      ,-.,.    ~  ,  Plomnof  P»..  Pnpoof  KT..Pn>l»tor  ImU  ll»»Mj  of  N., 

wit  tbn  second  aeasiuu  of  the  27th  CongreM,  [  i«UBiarH  u-.tUBdiscBf  n.c,  BbMiof&cli^'i 
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V.  T.  Boc*nof  8.  OL,  ftnmd«n  of  N.  C^  Sbaw  of  N.  H^ 
■Mil a  of  H. a,  BhMdi of  Ala.,  Snyder  of  Pa.,  Sprim of 
Kj^  StacBfod  of  "VtL^  Bwenej  of  0..  Thompson  of  Kjr.,  Mp* 
mt  of  Ky^  Tvn«7  of  Tnin.,  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Tan 
BvM  of  N.  T«  Ward  of  N.  Y^  WatterMO  of  Tonn.,  Welter 
•f  Ol,  W««bnok  of  Pa^  WiUlama  cttf.O^  WIm  of  Va.— 

The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  House,  contained 
an  amendment  extending  the  time  at  which 
It  was  to  tiJce  effect.  The  amendment  was 
roocorred  in  by  the  Senate,  and  the  bill  be- 
came a  law  by  the  approval  of  John  Tyler, 
President. 

The  repeal  of  the  Bankrupt  Act  was  effected 
by  the  very  Congress  which  nad  passed  it.  The 
bill  repealing  it  passed  the  House  on  the  17  th 
of  January,  by  a  Tote  of  yeas  140,  nays  71c 

Meaara.  Bronson  of  N.  Y.,  T.  J.  Campbell 
of  Tenn.,  Caruthers  of  Tenn.,  Davis  of  iCy., 
Deberry  of  N.  C,  Everett  of  Vt.,  Goode  of  0., 
Hudson  of  Mass.,  Morris  of  0.,  Osborne  of 
Conn.,  Rayner  of  N.  C,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Stanley  of  *N.  C,  Stokely  of  0.,  Stuart  of  III., 
Talimferro  of  Va.,  Tillinghast  of  R.  I.,  Wt)od 
of  N.  Y.,  and  Young  of  Vt.,  who  voted  in  the 
House  for  the  act,  voted  for  its  repeal. 

The  Repeal  Bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the 
25th  of  February,  1&43,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  32, 
nays  13. 

Senators  Huntington  of  Conn.,  Morehead 
«.f  Ky.,  Phelps  of  Vt.,  Walker  of  Miss.,  Wil- 
liams of  Me.,  and  Young  of  HI.,  who  had 
voted  for  the  act,  voted  for  its  repeal. 

President  Tyler  approved  the  act,  and  the 
repeal  became  a  law. 

Bnnks,  Ifalkaniel  P.,  Jr. 

Answir  of,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, TO  Interrogatories  propounded  to 
BIX  IN  Januart,  1856. 

Mr.  Banks.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  voted  for  the  reso- 
lution presented  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Jlr.  2iollicoffer]  yesterday, 
with  pleasure.  It  embodies  a  principle  which 
1  think  sound.  As  understood  by  me,  when 
reported  at  the  clerk's  desk,  it  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  simply  this :  that  any  gen- 
tleman who  votes  for  a  candidate  for  any  office 
ought  to  know  the  opinions  of  that  candidate. 
I  recognise  the  right  of  every  gentleman  in 
this  House  who  has  been  voting  for  Speaker 
during  this  protracted  content,  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  of  any  man  for  whom  he  casts  his 
vole.  Sir,  I  should  claim  it  as  my  right  to 
know  the  opinions  of  my  candidate  to  such  an 
extent  as  snould  be  satisfactory  to  myself,  at 
least. 

But,  sir,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  I  have 
other  rights.  I  offer  myself  as  a  candidate  for 
no  oAoe ;  I  solicit  no  man's  suffrage ;  and  I 
am  not,  therefore,  called  upon  as  a  candidate 
to  aolve  such  difficulties  as  gentlemen  support- 
ioi^  other  persons  may  find  in  the  existing  con- 
dtion  of  public  affairs.  Those  who  have  ho- 
nored me  by  their  confidence  and  votes  are 
themaelvefl  responsible  for  the  course  they 
have  chosen,  and,  I  doubt  not,  they  are  able 
to  Meet  tiiat  responsibility.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  ptvyide  for  their  defence.  I  can  only  say,  as 
6 


Othello  said  of  his  wife,  they  *'  had  eyes,  and 
^chose  me." 

I  have  convictions— convictions  of  duty,  con- 
victions of  principle — ^upon  the  great  matters 
in  which  the  country  is  interested  ;  and,  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  representing  a  district 
in  the  commonwealth  of  >ia88achusetts,  I  ha\  e 
no  hesitation  in  renponding  to  any  of  the  in- 
quiries propounded  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  the  honorable  gentle> 
man  irom  Illinois.  I  ask  the  clerk  to  read 
the  first  question. 
'The  clerk  read  as  follows : — 

4 

"  Am  I  right  in  rapposini;  that  the  gentleman  from  Till- 
Doifl  regards  the  Kanrat-Nebraska  bill  as  promotire  of  iht 
formation  of  free  atates  in  the  territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  7** 

Mr.  Banks.  It  will  be  understood,  of  course, 
that  the  phraseology  of  this  inquiry  applies  ra- 
ther to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] than  to  myself.  I  answer,  distinctly, 
th^t  I  do  not  regard  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill 
as  promotive  of  the  formation  of  free  states, 
inasmuch  as  it  repeals  the  prohibition  of  the 
institution  of  slavery  over  tlie  section  of  coun- 
try to  which  that  statute  applies.  I  think  it 
does  not  tend  to  the  formation  of  free  states. 
That  is  my  answer. 

The  clerk  read  as  follows : — 

**  Am  I  right  in  sopporing  he  advocatefl  the  oonntltntioD- 
ality  of  the  Wilmot  proTiao;  that  in  1860  he  opposed  its 
application  to  the  tenitories  acquired  from  Mexico,  only 
njx>n  the  ground  that  it  was  unneresivry,  ina»much  a*  the 
Mexican  local  laws  in  thoee  territories  already  abolished 
ulaverj — which  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  all  Free-Soil  men; 
and  that  he  committed  himiwlf  to  the  position,  that  if  terrK 
torial  bills  (rilent  upon  the  subject  of  iilaTerv,  and  leariog 
the  Mexican  Inw  to  operate)  were  defeated,  he  would  T0t4* 
for  bills  with  the  WUmot  proTiso  In  Uiem?" 

Mr.  Banks.  I  could  give  a  general  answer 
in  the  affirmative  to  that  interrogatory.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  constitutionalitv  of  that  act  which 
is  known  and  generally  untlerstood  as  the  Wil- 
mot proviso.  I  believe  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  a  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  Whether  I  would  advocate  tlie  pas- 
sage of  such  an  act  in  regard  to  a  territory 
where  it  was  clearly  unnecessary,  where  by 
local,  pre-existing  laws  it  had  been  prohibited, 
or,  in  other  woros,  whether  I  would  advocate 
a  double  inhibition,  I  have  only  to  say,  that, 
if  a  doubt  existed  as  to  its  exclusion  by  valid 
municipal  law,  I  should  sustain  an  act  which 
embodied  the  prohibition  known  as  the  WU- 
mot  or  Jefferson  proviso.  In  regard  to  the 
measures  of  1850, 1  can  only  say,  that^  being 
called  upon  here  or  elsewhere,  I  should  have 
voted  for  the  prohibition  in  the  territories  co- 
vered by  those  measures,  if  I  had  entertained 
a  doubt  as  to  the  exclusion  of  slavery  by  exist- 
ing municipal  law.    That  is  my  answer. 

The  clert  read  as  follows : — 

*'  Am  I  right  In  supposing  that  his  theory  is,  that  the  Oo»> 
stitution  of  the  United  States  does  not  carnr  slaTerr  to,  and 
protect  it  in,  the  territories  of  the  United  States?' 

Mr,  Banks.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  carries  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  to  the  territories  of  the  Unitdl 
States.  My  understanding  is  based  on  the  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Webster,  that  even  the  Coa% 
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I  of  ultimate  and  nniTeival  freedom.    It  maw 

I    coutompUMd  b;  the  great  men  who  fr&miwl 

'   ;  and  die  world   has  so  regarded  it.     Tlis 

Ltional  flag,  that  is  its  aymbol,  that  Duke* 

tlie   land   over  which   it  Qoate,  in  whatever 

'    quarter  of  the  globe,  bo  long  as  it  covers  m) 

'■'   an,  American  territorj,  is  the 


(titution  of  th«  United  Statei  itMlf  does  not  gn  ( 
tu  the  terriloriee  until  it  in  carried  there  bv  au 
•ct  of  Cougreea.  Stauding  on  the  principle  ol^ 
(he  KngliBD  law  govarniug  the  same  intereatfi, 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Constitution  of  thi' 
United  States  carries  to  anj  territory  of  thi.' 
United  States  any  right  to  hold  slaves  there.     | 

Id  order,  sir,  tnat  mj  answer  should  be  full  i  banner  of  ultimate  and  uniierwU  liberty — us 
and  KAtisfaclory,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  put  th<'  '  white  and  red  folds  symbols  of  revolutionarj 
negative  of  the  proposition  of  the  distinguished  ,  trials,  of  the  crests  of  victory,  and  the  blood  of 
soatloman  who  leads  the  government  party  on  sacrifice.  May  its  starry  union  fur  ever  stand 
thi.4  fliior,  and  in  this  crisis.  I  recognine  thr  as  luatruus  and  imperishable  as  the  f^lden 
rii;lil,  sir,  to  protection  of  property  on  the  pan  fires  of  Oud's  firmament  I  [Ureat  applause.] 
iif  the  South,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  thr  Thnt  is  my  answer  to  that  question. 
North,  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States ;  The  clerk  read  as  follows : — 
and  when  I  speak  of  property  I  mean  that  "  Th.i  in  ih.  Brritorr  »«iiilr«l  fran  KmWo  wid  Fmwt 
which  is  considered  property  by  universal  law:  ■  (tmluilliiK  Khuiu  and  Nebruk*)  tin  MkHunrl  rMtrUloi 
I  ilo  not  mean  that  which  is  property  only  be-  r".i^"XI?o^i^F^™  H'a^li^'^^^t^ 
caufic  it  is  held  as  such  under  the  laws  of  s.  but  thst  Ui<  Kaniwasil  Nehruk*  Mil,  ulikh  nrisli  that 
piirtipiilar  state,  and  which  loses  its  character  i '  '         '  '  ' 


if  projicrty  so  soon  as  it  eitends  beyond  tbt  ! 
liuiit.t  iif  that  state,  eiccpt  under  certain  re- 1 1 
servations  covered  by  the  Coostitutiou  of  tht  i  ] 
li  States.     When  I  speak  of  property,  1 


Mr.  Banks.     I  did  not  s 


,1.,  „«  nfer  to  Ih.l  .pwio..    I  (ta«„1»  ttu  |  „;  ,i,^  ^  „  ,  j,       ^    „  ^    ^ 


1.  and  not  that  which  is  property 
9  mode  such  by  local  laws  ol 
s  of  the  country.    I  have 


s:  Ik. 


repetition 

of  the  Srst  interrogatory,  with  the  addition  of 
a  statement  of  fact.  In  regard  to  that  state- 
ment, 1  will  say  that  it  is  doubted  whether 


of  filavery  existed  in  these  ter- 
»-k,..„.ledgo  >ll  lu  rigbt.  then,  ^cpling  (bi  '^Z^^^  "  *?  f^  thi' mSntlS; 
tl-tl  p.,rp.«.  the  ch«rt.  l»tabli,hd  bj  South-    j.  j|°^f  j^^^,  ^  ^„   .bolkhod  U 

ero  ,t.i„m„  ;  but  I  d»j  th.t  ,1  u  .uob  pro- 1 ,,,       ,'  ^J,        ,j      „  j,  ,,„  ;„„„^  ,h„, 

,,op.l  oojjtmoot   „  pretocb,!  bj  th,  CooMi-        j,     -f-    ^       „„i,„,ie.  in  onier  to  o.„k. 
uijob  m  tbo  tomtono.  of  Iho  Bnttod  Stat...     ^      ,       ,  ^  j     „„  .^  , 

I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on  this  very  '  .  ■        ■.      ir  -, «^«      „,   :„  „  v.     . 

,.,..*  ..  ,  .  ■",.  .,  .  .,■'  dome  it.  11  it  were  necessary,  in  onler  to 
m.o  and  delicate  question.  I  believe  that  the  p„^to  the  S-rath  the  right  to  carry  slavery 
L,ms..tutLon  of  the  United  States  was  intended  j^  ^^^^^  the  interdict^f  1820  should  li 
.  do  justice  to  all  sections  of  the  «>untrr-.to  ,^^^;^  j  y^j^^  j,,^^  ^j^^  p^  ^^  1^53 
l!ie  Suuth  equally  with  the  North.    I  am  for   „_  , — '     . ,  -  „  ... ,^ .  „„,  ,  „ 


h  equally 
that  to-day;  and  I  adopt  the  language  of  my 
friend  [.Mr.  Biohordson],  who  has  always 
treated  ine  with  distinguished  courtesy  in  all 
discuHsiona  on  this  subject,  that  we  should  do 
justice  tu  the  South  as  welt  as  to  the  North. 
)u  uu  epooch  or  declaration  that  has  fallen 
from  my  lips,  so  far  as  I  con  remember  it, 
liave  I  over  expressed  a  different  sentiment ; 
but,  sir.  I  cannot  shut  out  from  my  meinorj 
the  great  fact  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  an  instrument  of  freedom, 
contemplated  as  such  by  its  framers,  and  inter- 
preted as  such  by  all  men  of  the  South  and 
the  North  until  within  the  last  few  years.  It 
is  a  chart  of  freedom,  established  to  secure  Uie 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 


c,  but  say,  1 
to  me  upon  this  question,  that  the  interdict  01 
1820  forbade  and  abolished  slavery,  if  it 
existed  there ;  that  the  repeal  of  thnt  prohibi- 
tion in  1853,  inasmuch  a.'i  it  allowed  slaverj 
to  go  there  under  certain  ponsible  circuni- 
jtauces,  was  an  act  not  promotive  of  the  fur- 
cation of  free  states.  That,  sir,  is  my  answer 
to  that  question. 

The  following  is  his  response  to  Mr.  Barkis 
iaie's  interrogatories: — 

Mr.  Banks.    I  repeat,  Mr.  Clerk,  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  I  answer  interrogatories  fmin 

„.. __,  __ ^__     iny  quarter,  and  it  is,  thot  I  speak  ae  a  locu^ 

terity,  giving  liberty  to  the  states  to  do  what '  uer  of  tliis  House  for  one  of  the  districts  of  the 
they  shall  think  to  be  proper  within  their  own    «(ate  of  Massachusetts. 

localities,  under  such  circumstances  as  to  In  reeard  tu  my  position  as  connected  with 
them .  shall  seem  to  be  right  and  just,  but  the  parties  of  the  country,  I  wish  to  moke  m^ 
claiming  no  right  and  conceding  no  right  to  statement  in  my  own  way,  inasmuch  as  it  w 
tliem  to  carry  their  own  peculiar  institutjons  t  matter  which  parlieularly  concerns  mysdf. 
beyond  the  limitations  conferred  by  the  doc-  I  will  state  the  facts,  and  tlie  gentleman  from 
trine  of  the  sovereignty  of  states.  ■      .tfississippi  [Mr.  Borksdalol,  and  other  gentle- 

No,  sir!    The  Constitution   of  the  United    men,  will  draw  their  own  infereacee.     What 
States  is  an  iiiitnimeDt,  not  of  iiniiiediate,  bnt  1  the;  may  be,  it  is  not  for  ma  to  say.    Wbao 
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I WS8  elected  to  this  Hoiite  as  a  member  from  manner  it  shall  be  done ;  whether  there  be  a 

the  state  of  MassachusettR,  I  was  ^elected  on  restoration  of  the  technical  and  arbitrary  line, 

liie  nomination  of  the  re^lar  Democratic  or  bj  some  other  methods,  or  appliances,  or 

Srty  and  of  the  American  party  of  that  principles,  there  shall  be  made  sood  to  the 

trid.  The  American  party  was  very  largely  people  of  the  United  States  the  prohibition  for 

IB  the  majority.    I  avowed  my  sentiments  which  the  Southern  States  contracted  and  re- 

freeW  and  fully  on  the  questions  which  are  ceived  a  consideration.    I  am  for  the  substiiK- 

iDTofved  in  the  issae  presented  by  that  party,  tial  restoration  of  the  prohibition  as  it  has 

before  there  was  any  especial  cause  for  me  to  existed  since  1820. 

do  eo,  and  before  it  haa  attracted  the  atten-  Here  are  several  questions  in  re<]card  to  si  a - 

tioa  of  the  eoontry;  and  as  an  answer  to  very  in  the  district  of  Columbia  and  the  modi- 

the  fbuiih  interrogatory  put  to  me  by  the  fication  of  the  tariff  laws  as  they  now  exint.   I 

geBtleman  from  Mississippi,  after  it  had  been  stand  here  ready  and  desirous  and  determined 

submitted  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  I  toco-opcratewiththemenof  the  United  Stat  en, 

have  only  to  say  that,  in  the  speech  which  I  who  are  for  the  substantial  restoration  of  the 

delivered  to  this  body  daring  the  last  Congress,  prohibition  of  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 

I  exprcsBsed  freely  and  fulbv  all  my  opinions  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.     I  am 

on  toe  Bobjeci.    The  record  is  there,  and  to  ready  to  act  with  men  of  any  party  and  of  any 

it  I  refer  tibe  gentlemen  for  information.    Let  views  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 

the  record  speak.    I  have  adopted  the  maxim  end.    I  shall  ask  no  man  with  whom  I  shall 

of  Junius,  tnat  it  is  an  unfortunate  waste  of  co-operate  in  this  matter  what  he  thinks  of  the 

time  for  a  man  to  spend  any  considerable  por-  abontion  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

tion  of  his  life  in  commentaries  on  his  own  bia,  or  what  he  thinks,  or  shall  do  on  the 

works.     [Laughter.]  tariff  question. 

I  come  now  to  speak  to  the  interrogatory  in  In  my  view  of  the  politics  of  this  country, 

reference  to  the  equality  of  the  white  and  these  questions  are  not  in  issue;   and,  sir, 

black  races.  inasmuch  as  I  propose  to  ask  no  opinions  of 

Mr.  Barksdals.    Take  the  next  one  before  those  with  whom  I  co-operate,  upon  such  ques- 

that.  tions  apart  from  the  great  political  issues  of 

Mr.  Banks.    Please  allow  me  to  speak  to  this  coming  year,  so,  sir,  I  say,  that  I  have  no 

the  interrogatories  in  my  own  order.  opinions  myself   to   pronounce.    That,   Mr. 

I  have  to  say,  in  this  matter,  that  I  accept  Cflerk,  is  my  answer. 

the  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen-  — 

dence,  that  all  men  are  created  equal.    In  Election  op  N.  P.  Banks,  as  Speaker  of  the 

regard  to  the  superiority  of  races,  I  am  im-  House  of  Representatives. 

preyed  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  to  be  Qn  the  2d  of  Feb.  1856,  the  plurality  rule 

determined  ultimately  by  capacity  for  endur-  ^^s  proposed  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  (Dem.), 

ance.    So  far  as  I  have  studied  the  subject,  it   ^  follows  • 

seems  to  me  to  be  the  general  law  that  the  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  proceed  im- 

weakcr  is  absorbed  or  disappears  altogether,  mediately  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  viva 

Whether  the  black  race  of  this  continent  or  ^^     If,  after  the  roll  shall  have  been  called 

nny  other  part  of  the  world,  is  equal  to  the  ^^^  ^j^^^g^  „^  member  shall  have  received  a 

white  wee,  can  only  be  determmed  by  the  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  the  roU  shall 

absorption  or  disappearance  of  one  or  the  j^  y^  ^.^Ued,  and  the  member  who  shall 

other ;  and  I  propose  to  wait  until  the  respect-  ^^^^  ^^j^^  ^y^^  1        g^.  ^^^^  provided  it  be  a 

^V:,'***?.^  ^  properly  subjected  to  this  majority  of  a  quorum,  shall  be  declared  duly 

philoBophical    test  before  I  give  a  decisive  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representi 

answer.     [R^rs  of  laughter.]  ^     ^      ^     ^^  tives  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress. 

As  the  other  quesUon  is  the  key  to  the  The  vote  on  this  resolution  was  as  follows :— 
pobtics  of  the  country,  I  will  now  give  it  my 

tfttAnfi^n                                                        o                 V  YiAS.— Menwg.  Albright,  Alliion,  Ball,  Banks,  Barboar, 

»ii«uuuu.  Barclay,   Henry  Bennett,  Bennon,  BUlinRharst,  Bingham, 

^  Are  yon  in  tkroe  of  restoring  the  Miosoari  restriction ;  Binhop,  BlisH,  Brad.4haw,  Brenton,  Bufflnton,  Bnrlingnme^ 

<v  do  TOO  fo  for  the  entire  prohibition  of  ti^rerj  in  all  the  James  U.  Campbell,  Chaflee.  Bayard.  Clarke,  Bsra  Clark, 

tMTitorln  of  the  United  States?"  Clawson,  Ciinffman,  Colfax,  Comius,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cum- 

mv     A ix     •   1            i»          i»AU»     J            r        A  back.  Damrell,  Timothy  DnTis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt  Dick, 

The  temtonal  question  Ot  this  day  reters  to  Wckaon,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edle,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Qiddlngi^ 

the   territories  of  Kansas   and    Nebraska.      I  Gilbert  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Ilall,  Ilarlan,  Herbert, 

LimvA  tkA  «MminrMui  wliii«h   nrtk  in  «ftm«  ht^rt^  Hickman,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Jetoett, 

leave  me  ternton^  wnicn  are  to  come  nere-  j^^^  Keisey,  King,  Knapp.  Knight  Knowiton.  Knox, 

tner  to  ttbe  hereafter ;  but  I  say,  at  the  same  KunkeU  Leiter,  Mace,  Mattemn,  MoCarty,  Meacham,  KlU- 

time,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  prohibition  of  »•»   Miliar,  Morpn,  Morrill,  Mott  Mnrray.  NichoK  Noiw 

, •      ¥r                    J   -ar  1.       f         mi.          •  ton,  Andrew  Oliver.  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington, 

aUverr  m  AJinsas  and  JNebraska.      Inen,   in  perry.  Pettit  Pike,  Pringle,  PurvUnce,   Ritchie,  Robblns, 

ftra  to  the  first  clause  of  the  interrogatory  Roberts,  RoUnson,  Sabln,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 

»  vnn  in  fittmr  nf  rMifrki^^ncr  IHa    Miafiniiri  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 

e  yon  m  layor  Ol   restoring  tne   jniSSOUri  xhorington,  Thnniton.  Todd,  Traflon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wal- 

restnetion  ? — ^I  have  to  say  that  I  desire  that  bridge,  Waldron,  C.   C.  Wa^hbume,  K.    B.  Washbume, 

Ae  prohibition  made  bv  Southern  men  and  ^^V^^JI^nj^jy^JJ^JS-m^  "'"''''  ^^^°^^**  ^~^ 

Southern  States — the  inhibitions  of  the  insti-  Nats!— mJsws.  AiJkm,  Alien,  BarlctdaU^  BeO,  HendUy  & 

VatiOD  of  slavery  in  the  territories  of  Kansas  Bennett,  BococJc,  Bnune,  Unyee.,  Branch,  Brooki,  Broom,  Bm^ 

.-,j    TU'i»W-o-V-__*k«ll    W«   TTiA/la    t^TLTiA    frt  *\ta  1**^  Oidwalader.  Jonn  P.  Caxpbkli,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 

and  Nebrasksr-ehall  be  made  good  to  the  caruslb,  cbnrtAi^*,  own-tv,  Hmodi  Cbbb,  w.  R.  w:  (Mb, 

people  of  the  country.     I  care  not  in  what  Coz,  Craw/anl,  David^ouj  U.  Wcttik  Dans,  Doner,  Dot^ 
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Orr,  Pum,  PiA,  FMr*.  Po*™.  AwO.  Piniiu.  Hot- 
MOH,  Bun,  BnijiDii,  Kinu.  Ay)!*,  SuM,  amUilet,  iSbv 
aw.  Scon,  raortp,  Wmiam  SMA,  Willum  B.  Suth,  Bgat, 
Scpliau.  Bantrt.  Bwon,  nibau,  Turn,  Ditduiiud,  Fail, 
Vui.  Walue.  IKtmir,  IRiltiiu.  tTARter,  WannT,  Ifuu- 
Iwi  A  a  H'rv'U,  J-  r,  WriglU,  and  Zoiucana — UH. 

The  third  ballot  regnlted  in  the  choice  of 
Hr.  Banks.     It  iras  aa  foUowa  :— 

Fam  Ml  Biiru^H«an.  Albtigbt,  AIUbb,  Ball.  BirboDr, 
HniT  fiaoDatt,  BauoD,  fiUllsthiint,  Bloihiuii,  BliliDp. 
HUH,  BnUiaw,  Bnntuo,  Biiaiitai),  Burlliiaia*.  Juuh  H. 
OwnpMI,  Lasli  D.  QuniiMI,  Cbullaa,  RimCUrk.  CUwanii, 
OoUu,  OomlD^  Cond*,  CnclB,  Omback,  Duinll,  nnoltiT 
B.^  .w.  .w.   n«  WIU,  Dtek,  DUuoa,  Do41,  l>iirfa<, 


ilDKHil,  KtlMj.Sb^Kotn,  Knteht,  KunrlUA,  Kboi, 
Kuko.  LittB,  IbeOiMHin,  HcSr^,  Hflidiui,  KUUu 
HtDn,  Hamuli  MmlU,  HM^  Honw,  Ni^oli,  HorloB, 
Aadn«  Wnr.  Puktr,  ?<■»•,  FaUon.  FtBDhictDn,  Prti, 
FMMt.  Flkt,  Prin^  Pnnlu^  BltcUe,  RabMiu,  BobnU, 
BoUhoo,  84Ub,  8k  tepfi,  gbtmu,  Slmmoni,  SptniHr, 
MmiMd,  8tfniabH,^)ipi>Mh  Tbocliwlen,  Thontm,  Todd, 
TnAoD,  I^n^Widi,  WdbridH,  WiUnii,  Cwlnlidar, 
<X  WHhnnui,  KUhn  B,  WuhburiH,  Imol  Wubbnm, 
WitBD,  Wdcb,  Wind,  Woodro^  nd  WooiloortlL— 103. 

Ka  Uk.  Ann.— Mikk  J0«,  Atrilwftik,  &1I,  Uai^eg 
'   ~       "'    ~     ■     ~     ■«,  BVBL  AuikA,  Bnate,  AmulE, 
^ iFi»u,Cjmii~   " — ""  '^-■^- 

AnffM , ,  — 

(M,  BmuMfc^EiRiL  Ktjuii, ._  . 

nniwi  J,  D.  nBtr,  Aak,  Brtaiwetd,  Aagmlia  BaO,  1. 
MouuiHi  HuuL,  aiiMW  W.  Barrii,  Wamot  ^  Kiri ' 
OerttH,  BonHAli,  ibukoi,  JtnK,  Oww  W.  Joma, 
aimer  Joim,  XiCf,  XiBf,  KBimt,  Xtbedl,  Liu.  £(<e« 


MuSRiu.  ftamxl  fi  JkmtoU,  JfaxiHll,  Jfeirndjii,  Jfeew", 
JMCIA  JTiHir,  ViBn^  IknUeai  OUver,  Orr,  Pun,  iMc, 
i'MjH,  PnTa,  Amfl,  FtnniLK,  QnAwn,  RuH,  Hun, 
XioiDD,  Hirn,  Atuflit,  AkA  Bnildgi,  anagt,  .Storfcr, 


^^TilkHu,  iSbuirl,  Svori,  lUMl,  Turn.  Unn«oon,  Tud. 
Wiuu,*  tHiriKr,  IKiaibu,  Htlli,  IfAiibr,  mJUoiu,  mni- 
la*,  amid  BL  trrifltLJiJM  F.  WrigU,  ud  ZoLuooinB.— 100. 

T«  Hl  Fuu.n.--H«in.  Bkooh,  Biiud  Cu»>,t  Cvir 
UN,  B,  Wnran  Djito,  UiLLiti>D,f  uid  Wamiii.— «. 

■■n  Hl  CitiHi1.>--IIiwti.  Don,  UtunoH,  Uoou,  uid 
Spon-t-t. 

totlla.  WtLU.— Hr.  iKctaun,— 1. 

RepaUioana  in  roBiaii ;  Nation^  Amerioaiu 
in  SHALL  CAP* :  and  Democrata  in  Ualict. 

HeMTB.  Broom,  Bayard  Clarke,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Whitney,  and  RiohardBon,  who  TOtad 
for  Mr.  Aiken  Die  day  before,  did  not  Tote  for 
him  on  the  last  ballot.  Mesan.  Broom, 
Bayard  Clarke,  and  Whitney  voted  for  Mr. 
Henry  M.  Fnller.  Mr.  Uenry  M.  FuUer  wae 
in  the  hall,  and  did  not  rote.     It  waa  stated 


Alexander  K.  Marshall,  and  Keitt,  who 
not  present  the  day  before,  voted  for  Mr. 
Aiken  then.  Mr.  Riohardaon  had  to  resume 
a  pair  with  Mr.  EmrJe,  which  Mr.  Faulkner 
baa  temporarily  taken  off  hia  banda. 

Bargain  nm4  IntrlfHe. 

(See    BucBANAN,  Jahbs,  and   Williams, 

■  HiaBS.  Ttbd  ud  WillwT  don  lappsrt^  Hr.  Baeh- 


Beanettf  Jame*  Gordon. 

Bepcblican  Motbhent  fob  1860. 

The  following  editorial  "  Notice  to  the  po- 
litical friends  of  Fremont"  appeared  in  the 
New  York  Herald  of  the  I5th  instant  :— 

Notice  to  tee  Political  FiiKNns  ov 
Fbekont. — The  honest  and  outspoken  politi- 
cal supporters  of  John  C.  Fremont  aie  airii- 
eatly  edvised  to  form,  aa  soon  aa  poBaiblc, 
standing  committees  and  clubs  in  every  town, 

Srecinct,  diatrict,  city,  or  county  of  the  United 
tates,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  properly  ti> 
enter  the  field  for  the  Presidenc:;r  in  ISC(). 
Unleaa  the  friends  of  Fremont  begin  at  obcc 
to  act  in  this  way,  he  and  his  supporters  will 
be  cheated  by  the  corrupt  poUticiana  who  arc 
now  seeking  the  management  and  control  of 
the  Repubhcan  masses  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Now  is  the  time  to  becin  the  greet 
movement  for  1860  by  forming  honest  centres 
of  union  and  intelligence  against  corruption, 
fraud  and  indpient  revolution. 

BroBSOB,  Greene  C. 

Letter  of,  dated  Jdlt  IS,  184S. 

After  declining  an  invitation  to  attend  a 

political  meeting,  he  says ; — 

"  Slavery  cannot  oust  where  there  ia  no 
positive  law  to  uphold  it.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  it  should  be  forbidden ;  it  is  enough  that 
it  is  not  speoioUy  authorised.  If  the  owner 
of  slaves  removes  with  or  sends  them  into  any 
oountry,  state,  or  territory,  where  slavery 
does  not  exist  by  law,  they  will  frcwa  that 
moment  become  free  men,  and  will  have  att 
good  a  right  to  command  the  master,  as  he 
will  have  to  command  them.  State  laws  have 
no  extraterritorial  authority  ;  and  a  law  of 
Virginia  which  makee  a  man  a  slave  there, 
cannot  make  him  a  slave  in  New  York,  nur 
beyond  the  Rooky  Mountains. 

"  Entertaining  no  doubt  upon  that  question, 
I  can  see  no  occasion  for  asking  Congress  to 
legialate  against  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
free  territory,  and.  aa  a  question  of  policy,  I 
think  it  had  better  be  lot  alone.  If  our 
Southern  brethren  wish  to  carry  their  alavea 
to  Oregon.  New  Mexico,  or  California,  they 
will  be  under  the  necessity  of  asking  a  law  tu 
warrant  it ;  and  it  will  then  be  in  lime  for  the 
free  states  to  resist  the  measure,  as  I  cannot 


not  needlessly  move  this  question, 
as  it  ia  one  of  an  eicitine  nature,  which  tend* 
to  sectional  division,  and  may  do  ua  harm  as 
a  people.  I  would  leave  it  io  the  slavoholding 
states  to  decide  for  thenuelvc,  and  on  their 
own  responsibility,  when,  if  ever,  the  matter 
shall  be  agitated  in  Congress.  It  may  be,  that 
they  will  act  wisely,  and  never  move  at  all,  es- 
pecially as  it  pecmsprettv  generally  a^^eed  that 
neither  Oregon,  Now  ftfexioo,  nor  Califomia, 
are  well  adapted  to  slave  labor.  But  if  our 
southern  brethren  should  mako  the  question, 
we  shall  havo  no  choice  but  to  meet  it,  and 
then,  whatever  oonsequenoea  nu,j  follow.  I 
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trast  the  people  of  the  free  states  will  give  a 
inited  voice  a^^inst  allowing  slavery  on  a 
tingle  foot  of  soil  where  it  is  not  now  autho- 
rized bj  law. 
"  I   am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


Greene  C.  Bronson. 
^  To  Messrs.  J.  Cochran,  and  others,  com- 
mittee." 


Brooluy  Preston  S. 

Synopsis  of  Speech  of,  on  the  29th  of 
Aug.  18o6,  at  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Mr.  Brooks  thanked  the  citisens  for  the 
emnpliment  paid  him  on  this  occasion,  and  for 
the  sympathy  which  his  course  had  received. 
It  was  the  spirit  which  actiiated  him  to  do 
the  deed,  more  than  the  deed  itself,  which  de- 
served their  commendation.  It  was  a  deed 
wfaiob  was  the  result  of  a  high  sense  of  duty ; 
and  any  man  who  held  his  honor  above  re- 
proach would  have  acted,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, precisely  as  he  did. 

An  ordinary  castigation  was  nothing  to 
excite  a  people  as  had  this  act  of  his  excited 
the  North.  Abolitionists,  seeking  excuses 
fir  their  vile  slanders,  had  made  it  a  pretext 
for  more  fanaticism.  It  was  curious  tnat  the 
fasdgation  of  a  Black  Republican  should  be- 
get to  extraordinary  an  excitement.  But  they 
had  used  this  act  of  his— executed  under  the 
highest  sense  of  duty — as  an  instrument  to 
kindle  more  6re8  of  fanaticism.  Their  motive 
was  political  power ;  they  wished  to  enjoy 
the  patronage  and  the  emoluments  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Every  fixjt  of  the  way  from  Washington  to 
this  city  he  had  met  with  kindness  from  the 
pecjple  of  the  South ;  and  it  gratified  him  to 
believe  that,  were  he  to  travel  to  the  extremest 
verge  of  the  South,  he  should  meet  with  the 
same  hearty  welcome  that  he  had  experienced 
here  and  elsewhere. 

He  would  not  say  there  was  no  honor  nor 
moral  courage  at  the  North ;  he  knew  there 
were  some  men  of  as  true  courage  at  the  North 
as  elsewhere.  But  what  he  wished  to  say, 
was,  that  the  moral  tone  of  mind  which  would 
lead  a  man  to  become  a  Black  liepublican 
w«mld  make  him  incapable  of  courage,  and 
would  involve  a  loss  of  all  honor  and  moral 
principle  whatever. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defeat  of  the  army  bill 
was  the  act  of  the  Black  Kepublican  majority 
io  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  was 
almo^  glad  of  it ;  though  he  had  voted  for  the 
original  bill,  he  was  of  opinion  it  ought  to 
fail.  He  voted  for  it  from  a  sense  of  duty,  not 
liking  to  do  evil  that  good  might  follow.  Tiie 
losn  of  the  army  appropriation  would  not 
injure  the  S«>uth,  because  all  tlie  money  near- 
ly was  expended  at  the  North. 

He  rather  wished  the  army  appropriation 
bill  would  not  pass,  because  it  would  etfect 
the  removal  of  the  United  States  soldiers  from 
VVe  know  the  Black  Republican 


platform  :  it  is  our  duty  either  to  counteract 
them  or  meet  them  boldly,  face  to  face,  and 
battle  for  our  rights. 

Their  principles  were,  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  inter-state  slave  trade,  no  more 
slave  territory,  &c.  Will  they  carry  out  these 
principles  ?  the  election  of  Banks  as  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  de- 
feat of  the  army  bill,  teach  us  that  we  should 
meet  and  prepare  to  defend  ourselves.  '  With 
right  upon  our  side,  we  could  meet  and  con- 
quer them. 

All  of  us  agreed  that  if  we  could  not  live  in 
ec[ual]ty  in  the  Union,  our  only  course  was  to 
dissolve  it.  He  was  a  co-operation  disunion- 
ist — ^the  same  as  he  was  in  1851.  He  felt  con- 
vinced that  South  Carolina  would  respond  to 
his  position. 

When  he  said  lately  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives that  he  haa  it  in  his  power  to  raise 
a  revolution,  it  was  no  egotistic  boast.  He 
felt  that  he  had  done  as  much  as  any  one  man 
to  concentrate  the  feeling  of  the  South ;  and 
when  he  spoke  of  revolution,  he  knew  that 
had  he  stepped  forward  and  smote  one  of  their 
abolition  crew  in  the  house,  their  enmity  to 
him,  would  have  precipitated  them  against 
him,  and  caused  a  revolution  on  that  floor. 

He  now  came  to  a  delicate  question — the 
Presidency.  The  only  hope  for  the  South 
was  to  support  Mr.  Buchanan.  His  oppo- 
nents were  Fremont  and  Fillmore — the  former 
a  soldier  who  had  never  won  a  battle,  a  poli- 
tician who  had  never  made  a  speech;  his 
birth-place,  too,  was  as  hard  to  fix  upon  satisfac- 
torily as  was  the  identity  of  his  father.  Fill- 
more was  a  man  of  unexceptionable  moral 
virtue ;  but  between  Fremont  and  Fillmore  he 
would  prefer  the  former,  because  the  great 
issue  would  be  precipitated,  although  the  lat- 
ter was  as  much  an  Abolitionist,  having  voted 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
against  the  admission  of  Texas,  and  had  oyi- 
posed  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce 
for  his  course  (m  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Buchanan,  the  speaker  frankly  admitted, 
was  not  his  first,  second,  or  third  choice,  but 
his  last.  Ilis  first  choice  was  Franklin  Pierce, 
because  he  had  manifested  a  disposition  to 
give  the  South  herccmstitutional  rights.  After 
Pierce  he  was  in  favor  of  Douglas — a  true 
friend,  who  had  perilled  his  life  by  his  position 
on  the  Nebranka  bill,  and  who  had  the  smoke 
and  scars  of  the  battle  upon  him. 

There  must  be  compromise  everywhere — in 
society,  in  law,  and  in  politics.  Buchanan 
was  the  standard  bearer  in  the  coming?  con- 
test, and  the  platform  upon  which  he  st()od 
WHS  the  T\f^\\t  one  for  the  South.  If  its  prin- 
ciples wor«  (!nrried  out,  the  ^)vernment  would 
be  restored  to  the  condition  of  a  constitutiimal 
atlministration.  Why  should  we  refuse  to 
take  a  part  in  the  battle  ?  If  we  are  lK)und  to 
have  civil  war,  and  if  we  must  dissolve  the 
Union,  we  must  do  it  with  a  full  appreciation 
of  the  consequences.    He  thought  there  would 
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be  no  child's  play  when  the  conflict  did 
come. 

On  the  first  Tnesday  in  November  next  the 
great  Question  would  be  decided.  For  his 
part,  it  Fremont,  the  traitor  to  his  section, 
should  be  successful,  it  was  his  deliberate 
opinion  that,  on  the  fourth  of  March  next,  the 
people  of  tibe  South  should  rise  in  their  mi^ht, 
march  to  Washington,  and  seise  the  archives 
and  the  treasury  of  the  government.  We 
should  anticipate  them,  and  force  them  to 
attack  us. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Brooks  said  he  felt  it  to 
be  an  obligation  upon  him  to  devote  all  the 
energies  ofnis  life  to  repay  the  generous  sym- 
pathy with  which  he  haa  been  met  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  the  South  and  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  that  whenever  an  occasion  of- 
fered he  would  be  ready  to  stand  up  in  de- 
fence of  his  State.  In  the  language  of  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  our  State,  he  would  say 
that,  through  good  and  evil  report,  for  weal 
or  for  woe,  he  would  stand  by  South  Carolina. 


Bnchanaiiy  James* 

Bargain  and  Intrigui  Letter  of. 

Tb  the  Biiior  of  tht  LatteasUr  Journal. 

The  Cincinnati  Advertiser  was  last  night 
placed  in  my  hands  by  a  friend,  containing  an 
address  from  General  Jackson  to  the  public, 
dated  on  the  18th  ultimo,  in  which  he  announces 
me  to  be  the  member  of  Congress  to  whom  he 
had  referred,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Beverly  of 
the  5th  of  June  last.  The  duty  which  I  owe 
to  the  public  and  to  myself,  now  compels  me 
to  publish  to  the  world  the  only  conversation 
which  I  ever  held  with  General  Jackson  on 
the  subject  of  the  last  presidental  election, 
prior  to  its  termination. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1824,  a  short 
time  after  the  commencement  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  I  heard,  among  other  rumors  then 
in  circulation,  that  General  Jackson  had  de- 
termined, should  he  be  elected  President,  to 
continue  Mr.  Adams  in  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State.  Although  I  felt  certain  he  had  never 
intimated  such  an  intention,  yet  I  was  sensible 
that  nothing  could  be  better  calculated  both 
to  cool  the  ardor  of  his  friends,  and  to  inspire 
his  enemies  with  confidence,  than  the  belief 
that  he  had  already  selected  his  chief  competi- 
for  for  the  highest  office  within  his  gift.  I 
thought  General  Jackson  owed  it  to  himself 
and  to  the  cause,  in  which  his  political  friends 
were  engaged,  to  contradict  this  report ;  and 
to  declare  that  he  would  not  appoint  to  that 
office  the  man,  however  worthy  he  might  be, 
who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  most  formidable 
party  of  his  political  enemies.  These  being 
my  impressions,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  a  con- 
ddential  friend  in  Pennsylvania,  then  and  still 
high  in  office,  and  exalted  in  character,  and 
one  who  had  ever  been  the  decided  advocate 
of  General  Jackson's  election,  requesting  his 
opinion  and  advice  upon  the  subject.  I  n^ 
coived  his  answer,  dated  the  27th  Dec.  1824, 1 
upon  the  29  th,  which  is  now  before  me,  and : 


which  strengthened  and  confirmed  my  previous 
opinion. 

I  then  finally  determined,  cither  that  1 
would  ask  General  Jackson  myself,  or  ^et 
another  of  his  friends  to  ask  him — ^whether  lie 
had  ever  declared  he  would  appoint  Mr. 
Adams  his  Secretary  of  State.  In  this  man- 
ner I  hoped  a  contradiction  of  the  report  nii;j;lu 
be  obtained  from  himself,  and  that  Ue  nii^lit 
probably  declare  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
appoint  Mr.  Adams. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  receipt  of  \\w 
letter  to  which  I  have  referred,  my  friend  Mr. 
Markley  and  myself  ^ot  into  conversation,  us 
we  very  often  did,  boUi  before  and  after,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  presidential  election,  and 
concerning  the  perscm  who  would  probably  be 
selected  by  General  Jackson  to  fill  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State.  I  feel  sincerely  sorry  that 
I  am  compelled  thus  to  introduce  his  name ; 
but  I  do  so  with  the  less  reluctance,  because  it 
has  already,  without  any  agency  of  niino, 
found  its  way  into  the  newspapers,  in  con- 
nexion with  tnis  transaction. 

Mr.  Markley  adverted  to  the  rumor  which 
I  have  mentioned,  and  said  it  was  calculated 
to  injure  the  general.  lie  observed  that  Mr. 
Clay's  friends  were  warmly  attached  to  him, 
and  that  he  thought  they  would  endeavor  to 
act  in  concert  at  the  election.  That  if  thev 
did  so,  they  could  either  elect  Mr.  Adams  or 
General  Jackson  at  their  pleasure ;  but  that 
many  of  them  would  never  agree  to  vote  for 
the  latter,  if  they  knew' he  had  predetermined 
to  prefer  another  to  Mr.  Clay,  for  tlie  first 
office  in  his  gift.  And  that  some  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Adams  had  already  been  holding  out 
the  idea  that,  in  case  ho  were  olcctetl,  Mr. 
Clay  might  probably  be  offered  the  situation 
of  Secretary  of  State. 

I  told  Mr.  Marklev,  that  I  felt  confident 
General  Jackson  had  never  said  he  would  ap- 

Eoint  Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of  State ;  because 
e  was  not  in  the  lmV)it  of  conversing  ufH)u 
the  subject  of  the  election ;  and  if  he  wero, 
whatever  might  be  his  secret  intention,  he  had 
more  prudence  than  to  make  such  a  dcclani- 
tion.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  been 
thinking,  either  that  I  would  call  upon  the 
General  myself,  or  get  some  one  of  his  other 
friends  to  so,  and  thus  endeavor  to  obtain 
from  him  a  contradiction  of  the  report ;  al- 
though I  doubted  whether  he  would  nold  any 
conversation  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Markley  urged  me  to  do  so ;  and  ob- 
served, if  General  Jackson  had  not  determined 
whom  he  would  appoint  Secretary  of  State,  and 
should  say  that  it  would  not  be  Mr.  Adams, 
it  might  be  a  great  advantage  to  our  cause, 
for  us  so  to  declare,  upon  his  own  autho- 
rity ;  we  should  then  be  placed  upon  the  same 
f(M)ting  with  the  Adams  men,  and  might  fight 
them  with  their  own  weapons.  Tliat  the 
Western  members  would  naturnlly  prefer  vo- 
ting for  a  Western  man,  if  there  were  a  pn>- 
bability  that  the  claims  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the 
second  office  in  the  government  should  be 
fairly  estimated ;  and  that  if  they  thought 


BUCHANAN,  JAMES. 


87 


pmper  to  vote  for  GeDeral  Jackson,  they  could 
ffijon  decide  the  contest  in  his  favor. 

A  short  time  after  this  conversation,  on  the 
.^Hh  Dec.  1824  (I  am  enahled  to  fix  the  time 
Diifc  only  from  my  own  recollection,  but  from 
letters  which  I  wrote  on  that  day,  on  the  day 
fallowing,  and  on  the  2d  Jan.  1825),  I  called 
ap^>n  (xeneral  Jackson.  After  the  company 
had  left  uim,  by  which  I  found  him  sur- 
rounded, he  asked  me  to  take  a  walk  with 
him;  and  whilst  we  were  walking  together 
upon  the  street,  I  introduced  the  subject.  I 
told  him  I  wished  to  ask  him  a  question  in 
relation  to  the  presidential  election;  that  I 
knew  he  was  unwilling  to  converse  upon  the 
subject ;  that  therefore  if  he  deemed  the  ques- 
tion improper,  ho  might  refuse  to  give  it  an 
answer.  That  my  only  motive  in  asking  it 
was  friendship  for  him,  and  I  trusted  he  would 
excuse  me  for  thus  introducing  a  subject  about 
which  I  knew  he  wished  to  be  silent. 

Ills  reply  was  complimentary  to  myself,  and 
accompanied  with  a  request  that  I  should 
proceed.  I  then  stated  to  him  there  was  a 
report  in  circulation,  that  he  had  determined 
he  would  appoint  Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of 
State,  in  case  he  were  elected  President :  and 
that  I  wished  to  ascertain  from  him  whether 
be  bad  ever  intimated  such  an  intention.  That 
he  must  at  once  perceive  how  injurious  to  his 
election  such  a  report  might  be.  That  no 
doubt«  there  were  several  able  and  ambitious 
men  in  the  country,  among  whom  I  thought 
Mr.  Clay  might  be  included,  who  were  aspir- 
ing to  that  office ;  and  if  it  were  believed  he 
had  already  determined  to  appoint  his  chief 
Cfjmpefiior,  it  might  have  a  most  unhappy 
effect  upon  their  exertions,  and  those  of  their 
friends.  That  unless  he  had  so  determined,  I 
thought  this  report  should  be  promptly  con- 
tradicted under  his  own  authority. 

I  mentioned,  it  had  already  probably  done 
him  some  injury,  and  proceeded  to  relate  to 
him  the  substance  of  tne  conversation  which 
I  had  held  with  Mr.  Markley.  I  do  not  re- 
member whether  I  mentioned  his  name,  or 
merely  described  him  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clay. 

After  I  had  finished,  the  general  declared 
he  had  not  the  least  objection  to  answer  my 
question.  That  he  thought  well  of  Mr.  Adams ; 
but  had  never  said  or  intimated,  that  he  would, 
or  that  he  would  not,  appoint  him  Secretary 
of  State.  That  these  tnings  were  secrets  he 
would  keep  to  himself — he  would  conceal 
them  from  the  very  hairs  of  his  head.  That 
if  he  believed  his  right  hand  then  knew  what 
his  left  would  do  upon  the  subject  of  appoint- 
ments to  office,  he  would  cut  it  off  and  cast  it 
into  the  fire.  That  if  he  should  ever  be 
elected  President,  it  would  be  without  solicitar 
lion  and  without  intrigue  on  his  part — that  he 
would  then  go  into  office  perfectly  free  and 
untrammelled,  and  would  oe  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  fill  the  offices  of  government  with 
the  men  whom  at  the  time  he  believed  to  be 
the  ablest  and  the  best  in  the  country. 

I  told  him  that  his  answer  to  my  question 
sooh  an  one  as  I  had  expected  to  receive, 


if  he  answered  it  at  all ;  and  that  I  had  not 
sought  to  obtain  it  for  my  own  satisfaction. 
I  then  asked  him  if  1  were  at  liberty  to  repeat 
his  answer.  lie  said  I  was  perfectly  at  libertv 
to  do  so  to  any  person  1  thought  proper.  1 
need  scarcely  remark  that  I  afterwards  availed 
myself  of  the  privilege.  The  conversation 
upon  this  topic  here  ended — and  in  all  our  in- 
tercourse since,  whether  personally  or  in  the 
course  of  our  corresponaence,  General  Jack- 
son never  once  adverted  to  the  subject,  prior 
to  the  date  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Beverly. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  General  Jackson  told 
me  I  might  repeat  his  answer  to  Mr.  Clay  and 
his  friends ;  though  I  should  be  sorry  to  say 
he  did  not.  The  whole  conversation  being 
upon  the  public  street,  it  might  have  escaped 
my  observation. 

A  few  remarks  more,  and  I  trust  I  shall 
have  done  with  this  disagreeable  business  for 
ever. 

I  called  upon  General  Jackson  on  the  occa- 
sion which  1  have  mentioned,  solely  as  lus 
friend,  upon  my  individual  responsibility,  and 
not  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Clay,  or  any  other 
person.  I  never  have  been  the  political  friend 
of  Mr.  Clay  since  he  became  a  candidate  for 
the  office  oi  President,  as  you  very  well  know. 
Until  I  saw  General  Jackson's  letter  to  Mr. 
Beverly  of  the  5th  ult.,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  informed  by  letter  from  the  editor  of  the 
United  States  Telegraph,  that  I  was  the  per- 
son to  whom  he  alluded,  the  conception  never 
once  entered  my  mind,  that  he  deemed  me  to 
have  been  the  agent  of  Mr.  Clay,  or  of  his 
friends,  or  that  I  had  intended  to  propose  to 
him  terms  of  any  kind  from  them,  or  that  he 
could  have  supposed  me  to  be  capable  of  ex- 
pressing the  "opinion  that  it  was  right  to 
fight  such  intriguers  with  their  own  weapons." 
Such  a  supposition,  had  I  entertained  it, 
would  have  rendered  me  exceedingly  unhappy ; 
as  there  is  no  man  upon  earth  whose  good 
opinion  I  more  value  than  that  of  General 
Jackson.  lie  could  not,  I  think,  have  received 
this  impression  until  after  Mr.  Clay  and  his 
friends  had  actually  elected  Mr.  Adams  Presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  Adams  had  appointed  Mr.  Clay 
Secretary  of  State.  After  these  events  had 
transpired,  it  may  be  readily  conjectured  in 
what  manner  my  communication  might  have 
led  him  into  the  mistake.  I  deeply  deplore 
that  such  has  been  its  effect. 

I  owe  it  to  my  own  character  to  make  an- 
other observation.  Had  I  ever  known,  or 
even  suspected  that  General  Jackson  believed 
I  had  been  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Clay  or  his 
friends,  I  should  have  immediately  correcte<l 
his  ernmeous  impression ;  and  thus  prevented 
the  necessity  for  this  most  unpleasant  expla- 
nation. When  the  editor  of  the  United  States 
Telegraph,  on  the  12th  of  October  last,  asked 
me  by  letter  for  information  upon  the  subject, 
I  promptly  informed  him  by  the  returning 
mail  on  the  16th  of  that  month,  that  I  had  no 
authority  from  Mr.  C.  or  his  friends,  to  pn>- 
pose  any  terms  to  General  Jackson  in  relation 
to  their  Totes,  nor  did  I  ever  make  any  such 
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propoiritiofi ;  and  that  I  tmsied  I  wcmM  be  aa 
incapable  of  beooming  a  messenger,  upon 
suob  an  occasion,  as  it  was  known  General 
Jackson  would  be  to  receive  such  a  message. 
I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  this  state- 
ment, in  order  to  remove  any  misconception 
which  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  pub- 
lication, in  the  Telegraph,  of  my  letter  to  the 
editor,  dated  the  llw  ultimo. 

With  another  remark,  I  shall  close  this 
ocMnmunication.  Before  I  held  the  conversa- 
tion with  General  Jackson,  which  I  have  de- 
tailed, I  called  upon  M^or  Eaton,  and  re- 
quested him  to  ask  General  Jackson,  whether 
he  had  ever  declared  or  intimated,  that  he 
would  appoint  Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of  State, 
and  expressed  a  desire  that  the  general  should 
say,  if  consistent  with  truth,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  appoint  him  to  that  office.  I  be- 
lieved that  such  a  declaration  would  have  a 
happy  influence  upon  the  election,  and  I  en- 
deavored to  convince  him  that  such  would  be 
its  effect.  The  conversation  between  us  was 
not  so  full  as  that  with  General  Jackson.  The 
miyor  politely  declined  to  comply  with  my  re- 
<][nest,  and  advised  me  to  propound  the  ques- 
tion to  the  general  myself,  as  I  possessed  a 
full  share  of  his  confidence. 

Jamks  Buchanan. 

Lancaster,  8th  August,  1827. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Buchanan's  speech  on  the 
Independent  Treasury,  Jan.  22,  1840,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  "  ten  cent''  charge : — 

"We  are  also  char^  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  with  a  desire  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  the  poor  man's  labor.  We  have  often  been 
termed  agrarians  on  our  side  of  the  House. 
It  is  something  new  under  the  sun,  to  hear 
the  Senator  and  his  friends  attribute  to  us  a 
desire  to  elevate  the  wealthy  manufacturer, 
at  the  expense  of  the  laboring  man  and  the 
mechanic.  From  my  soul,  I  respect  the 
laboring  man.  Labor  is  the  founoation  of 
the  wealth  of  every  country;  and  the  free 
laborers  of  the  North  deserve  respect,  both 
for  their  nrobity  and  their  intelligence.  Hea- 
ven forbia  that  1  should  do  them  wrong  I  Of 
all  the  countries  on  the  earth,  we  ought  to 
have  the  most  consideration  for  the  laboring 
man.  From  the  very  nature  of  our  institu- 
tions, the  wheel  of  £)rtune  is  constantly  re- 
volving, and  nroducing  such  mutations  in  pro- 
perty, that  the  wealthy  man  of  to-day  may 
become  the  poor  laborer  of  to-morrow.  Truly, 
wealth  often  takes  to  itself  wings  and  flies 
away.  A  large  fortune  rarely  lasts  beyond 
the  third  generation,  even  if  it  endure  so  long. 
We  must  all  know  instances  of  individuals 
obliged  to  labor  for  their  daily  bread,  whose 
grandfathers  were  men  of  fortune.  The  regu- 
lar process  of  society  would  almost  seem  to 
(H)nsiRt  of  the  efforts  of  one  class  to  dissipate 
the  fortunes  which  they  have  inherited,  whilst 
another  class,  by  their  industry  and  economy, 
are  regularly  rising  to  wealth.  We  have  all, 
therefore,  a  common  interest^  as  it  is  our  com- 


mon duty,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  laboring 
man :  and  it  I  believed  for  a  moment  that 
this  bill  would  prove  injurious  to  him,  it 
should  meet  my  unqualified  opposition. 

"Although  this  bill  will  not  have  as  great 
an  influence  as  I  could  desire,  yet,  as  far  a«  it 
goes,  it  will  benefit  the  laboring  man  as  much, 
and  probably  more  than  any  other  class  of 
society.  What  is  it  he  ought  most  to  desire  ? 
Constant  employment,  regular  wages,  and  uni- 
form reasonable  prices  for  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life  which  he  refjuircs.  Now,  sir, 
what  has  been  his  condition  under  our  system 
of  expansions  and  contractions  7  He  has  suf- 
fered more  by  them  than  any  other  class  of 
society.  The  rate  of  his  wages  is  fixed  and 
known ;  and  th6y  are  the  last  to  rise  with  the 
increasing  expansion  and  the  first  to  fall  when 
the  corresponding;  revulsion  occurs.  He  still 
continues  to  receive  his  dollar  per  day,  whilst 
the  price  of  every  article  which  ho  consumes 
is  rapidly  rising.  He  is  at  length  mode  to 
feel  that,  although  he  nominally  earns  aa 
much,  or  even  more  than  he  did  formerly,  yet, 
from  the  increased  price  of  all  the  necessarieei 
of  life,  he  cannot  support  his  family.  Henca 
the  strikes  for  higher  waces,  and  the  uneasy 
and  excited  feelings  which  have  at  different 
periods,  existed  amimg  the  laboring  classes. 
But  the  expansion  at  length  reaches  the  ex- 
ploding point,  and  what  does  the  laboring 
man  now  sufi'er?  He  is  for  a  season  thn>wn 
out  of  employment  altogether.  Our  manu- 
factures arc  suspended  ;  our  public  works  are 
stopped ;  our  private  enterprises  of  different 
kinds  are  abandoned ;  and,  whilst  others  are 
able  to  weather  the  storm,  he  can  scarcely  pro- 
cure the  means  of  bare  subsistence. 

"  Again,  sir ;  who,  do  vou  8up]K»se,  held  the 
greater  part  of  the  worthless  paper  of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  broken  banks  to  which 
I  have  referred?  Certainly  it  was  not  the 
keen  and  wary  speculator,  who  snuffs  danger 
from  afar.  If  you  were  to  make  the  search, 
you  would  find  more  broken  bank  notes  in 
the  cottages  of  the  laboring  poor  than  any- 
where else.  And  these  miserable  shinplas- 
ters,  where  are  they  ?  After  the  revulsion  of 
1837,  lalx)rer8  were  glad  to  obtain  employ- 
ment on  any  terms ;  and  they  often  received 
it  upon  the  express  condition  that  they  should 
accept  this  worthless  tra^h  in  payment  Sir, 
an  entire  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  of  a 
lower  denomination  than  the  value  of  one 
week's  wages  of  the  laboring  man  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  his  protection.  He  ought 
always  to  receive  his  wages  in  gold  and  silver. 
Of  all  men  on  the  earth,  the  laborer  is  mo^ 
interested  in  having  a  sound  and  stable  cur- 
rency. 

"  All  other  circumstances  being  equal,  I  agree 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  that 
country  is  most  prosperous  where  labor  com 
mands  the  highest  wages.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, mean  b^  the  terms  *  highest  wages/  the 
grestest  nommal  amount.  During  the  Kevo- 
mtionary  war,  one  day's  work  commanded  a 
hundred  dollars  of  continental  paper;   but. 
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Mi  iroold  haTe  scaroel j  pmrohased  a  break- 
tel.  The  more  proper  expression  would  be, 
io  say  that  tiiat  oountry  id  most  prosperous 
where  labor  commands  the  greatest  reward ; 
where  one  day's  labor  will  procure  not  the 
^[reatest  nominal  amount  of  a  depreciated  cur- 
reney,  bat  most  of  the  necessaries  and  com- 
f«yrt8  of  life.  If,  therefore,  you  should,  in  some 
degree,  reduce  the  nominal  price  paid  for 
labor,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  your  bank 
issues  within  reasonable  and  safe  Imiits,  and 
establishing  a  metallic  basis  for  your  paper 
circulation,  would  this  injure  the  laborer? 
Certainly  not ;  because  the  price  of  all  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  ufe  are  reduced 
in  the  same  proportion,  and  he  will  be  able  to 
purchase  more  of  them  for  one  dollar  in  a 
sound. state  of  the  currency,  than  he  could 
hare  done,  in  the  days  of  extravagant  expan- 
sion, for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  So  far  rrom 
injurine,  it  will  greatly  benefit  the  laboring 
man.  It  will  insure  to  him  constant  employ- 
ment and  regular  prices,  paid  in  a  souna  cur- 
rency, which,  of  all  things,  he  ought  most 
to  desire ;  and  it  will  save  him  from  being 
inTolred  in  ruin  by  a  recurrence  of  those 
jieriodical  expansions  and  contractions  of  the 
currency,  which  have  hitherto  convubed  the 
country. 

"This  sound  state  of  the  currency  will  have 
another  most  happy  effect  upon  the  laboring 
man.  lie  will  receive  his  wages  in  gold  and 
silver ;  and  this  will  induce  him  to  lay  up,  for 
future  use,  such  a  portion  of  them  as  he  can 
spare,  after  satisfying  his  immediato  wants. 
This  he  will  not  do  at  present,  because  he 
knows  not  whether  the  trash  which  he  is  now 
compelled  to  receive  as  money,  will  continue 
to  be  of  any  value  a  week  or  a  month  here- 
after. A  uiowledge  of  this  fact  tends  to 
lianish  economy  from  his  dwelling,  and  in- 
duces him  to  expend  all  his  wages  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  lest  they  may  become  worthless  on 
his  hands. 

"  Sir,  the  laboring  classes  understand  this 
subject  perfectly.  It  is  the  hard-handed  and 
firm-fisted  men  of  the  country  on  whom  we 
must  rely  in  the  day  of  danger,  who  are  the 
most  friendly  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It 
is  they  who  are  the  most  ardently  in  favor  of 
infusing  into  the  currency  of  the  country  a 
very  large  amount  of  the  precious  metals.'' 

Extract  from  Mr.  Buchanan's  speech  on 
the  Annexation  of  Texas,  delivered  in  the 
Senate  on  the  8th  of  June,  1844 : — 

*'  In  arriving  at  the  conclusion  to  support 
this  treaty  (the  annexation  of  Texas)  I  nad 
to  encounter  but  one  serious  obstacle,  and  this 
was  the  question  of  slavery.  Whilst  I  ever 
maintained,  and  ever  shall  maintain,  in  their 
iull  force  and  vigor,  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  Southern  States  over  their  slave  pro- 
|ierty,  I  yet  feel  a  strong  repugnance,  by  any 
act  of  mine,  to  extend  the  present  limits  of 
the  Union  over  a  new  slaveholding  territory. 
After  mature  r^ection,  however,  I  overcame 


these  scruples,  and  now  believe  that  the  a<y 
quisition  of  Texas  will  be  the  means  of  limit- 
ing, and  not  enlarging,  the  dominion  of  slavery. 
In  the  government  of  the  world.  Providence 
generally  produces  great  changes  by  gradual 
means.  There  is  nothing  rash  in  the  counsel 
of  the  Almighty.  May  not,  then,  the  acqui- 
sition of  Texas  be  the  means  of  gradually 
drawing  the  slaves  far  to  the  south,  to  a  cli- 
mate more  congenial  to  their  nature,  and  may 
they  not  finally  pass  off  into  Mexico,  and  there 
mingle  with  a  race  where  no  prejudice  exists 
against  their  color  ?  The  Mexican  nation  is 
composed  of  Spaniards,  Indians,  and  negroes, 
blended  together  in  every  variety,  who  would 
receive  our  slaves  on  terms  of  perfect  social 
equality.  To  this  condition  they  never  can 
be  admitted  in  the  United  States.  That  the 
acquisition  of  Texas  would,  ere  long,  convert 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
and  probably  others  of  the  more  iforthem 
slave  states  into  free  states,  I  entertain  not  a 
doubt.  In  fact,  public  opinion  was  gradually 
accomplishing  this  happy  result,  when  the 
process  was  arrested  by  the  mad  interference 
of  the  Abolitionists.  A  measure  having  di- 
rectly in  view  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
came  within  one  vote,  if  my  memory  serves 
me,  of  passing  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia shortly  before  the  abolition  excitement 
commenced.  There  was  then  in  that  state  a 
powerful,  influential  and  growing  party  in 
favor  of  gradual  emancipation,  and  they  were 
animated  to  exertion  by  the  brightest  ho{)es 
of  success ;  but  the  interference  of  fanatics 
from  abroad  has  so  effectually  turned  back 
the  tide  of  public  opinion,  that  no  individual 
would  now  venture  to  offer  such  a  proposition 
in  the  Virginia  legislature.  The  efforts  of  the 
Abolitionists,  whether  so  intended  or  not,  have 
long  postponed  the  day  of  emancipation." 

Mr.  Buchanan's  Sanford  Letter. 

Washington,  August  21,  1848. 

T.  Sanford,  Esq. — Dear  Sir:  I  have  just 
received  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which 
you  submit  to  me  the  following  paragraph, 
and  ask  whether  it  contains  an  accurate  ver- 
sion of  the  conversation  between  us,  concern- 
ing my  Berks  county  letter,  on  the  occasion 
to  which  you  refer : 

"  Happening  to  meet  Mr.  Buchanan  at  the 
President's  levee  on  Friday  evening,  I  called 
his  attention  to  this  letter,  and  asked  him  if 
he  intended  to  be  understood  as  claiming  thai 
the  population  of  a  territory,  in  an  unorgan- 
ized  capacity,  had  the  right  to  control  the 
question  of  slavery  in  such  territory.  He  de- 
clared that  no  such  idea  had  ever  been  main* 
tained  by  him ;  that  the  construction  put 
upon  his  language  by  Mr.  Yancey  was  a 
perversion  of  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning ; 
that  in  his  opinion  the  inhabitants  of  a  terri- 
tory, as  such,  had  no  political  right  [although 
they  possessed  all  the  private  rignts  of  Ameri- 
can citizens]  ;  that  they  had  no  power  what* 
ever  over  tne  object  of  slavery;  and  thcT 
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oovld  Delther  interdict' nor  eatabliRh  it,  ercept 
when  axHeuibled  in  conventiun  to  fonn  a  utato 
lie  furthor  nuthorizcd  aDii  re- 


SI _,    
ecknitionfl  tliat  1  miEht  think  pruper,  to 
reot  all)'  impreHHiou  which  Mr.  YancC3''it  con- 
•truutiiiD  of  iiis  language  in  the  BcrlLs  lettei 
in!f!l)t  have  made." 

Willi  tlio  addition  which  I  have  inserted 
bntwoen  liruckcts,  this  statement  in  snbrtan- 
tittllv,  uln);i8t  literaDj,  correct,  according  to  m; 
ncullcutiuii." 

In  my  letter  to  Borka  count;  of  25th 
Angust,  1  had  Haid,  "  Under  the  Missouri  com- 
promise  Eiliivcr;  was  for  ever  prohibited  north 
□f  the  parallel  of  3G  deg.  30  min.,  and  south 
of  thin  parallel  the  queKtion  was  left  to  be 
decideil  by  the  people.  What  people  T  Uu- 
doubledlj  the  people  of  the  territory  asiiem- 
bled  in  conTeotion  to  form  a  atato  constitution, 
•ad  ask  admiBxioD  into  the  Union,  and  not 
[fimt]  odTenturers  or  'first  comers'  who 
might  hftjipen  to  arrive  in  the  territory,  aa- 
■eiabled  m  |_primarj]  meeting."  If  a  doubt 
on  this  subject  could  possihty  exist,  it  is 
removed  by  the  next  succeeding  sentence  of 
my  letter.  I  proceed  to  state  that  "  Congress, 
in  the  admission  of  Teias,  adapted  the  same 
rule,"  *o.  And  what  was  this  ruieT  The 
joint  resolution  fur  annexing  Toioa  to  the 
United  States,  approved  March  1,  1846,  an- 
vwers  the  question  in  the  following  words : 
"  And  such  states  as  may  be  formed  out  of 
that  portion  of  said  territory  lying  south  of 
36  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  commonlv 
known  as  the  Missouri  oompromiKe  line,  shall 
b«  admitted  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
■tavory,  as  the  people  of  eocb  state  asking 
admission  may  desire."  Such  was  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  people  to  whom  I  referred  in  my 
Berks  cOunty  letter. 

Any  other  construction  of  the  letter  would 
render  it  csseotially  inconsiHtent  with  itself. 
Having  ur^^d  the  adoption  of  the  Missuun 
compromise,  the  inference  is  irresistible  that 
Congress,  iu  my  opinion,  possesses  the  power 
to  legislate  upon  toe  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
territiiries.  What  an  absurdity  would  it  then 
be,  if,  whilst  asserting  this  sovereign  power 
in  Congress,  wbich  power  from  its  nature 
must  bo  oiclusive,  I  snouid  in  the  very  same 
breath  also  claim  this  identical  power  "for 
the  population  of  a  territory  in  on  unorganised 


sentativea,  during  the  first  KMion  of  the  34tb 
Congrcxi,  said,  that  in  1819  Mr.  Buchanan 
acted  as  the  ohairman  of  a,  committee  at  a 
meeting  held  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  certain  resolutions  were  adopted  de 
nouncing  the  Missouri  Compromise.  Those 
resolutions  are  as  follows: — 


"  Resolved,  That  the  Renre 
Congress  from  tliis  district  be,  and  ihey  ar« 
hereby,  most  earnestly  roquosied  lo  use  theii' 
utmost  endeavors,  as  memberii  of  the  Xiitional 
Legislature,  to  prevent  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  any  of  the  territories  or  states  which  may  bo 
erected  by  CongresB. 

.  "  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  mee*- 
ing,  Che  members  of  Congress  who.  at  Ibe  laat 
session,  sustained  the  cause  of  justice,  human- 
ity, and  patriotism,  in  opposing  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  the  stat«s  then  endeavonvd 
to  be  formea  out  of  the  Missouri  territory, 
are  entitled  to  the  warmest  tiianka  of  every 
friend  of  humanity." 

The  Hon.  J.  Olaacy  Jones  replied  to  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Fuller,  a  fow  days  afterwards, 
as  follows ; — 

"Now,  NT,  I  am  enabled  to  state,  on  un- 

ristioned  authority,  that  the  declaration, 
t  James  Buchanan  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  framed  those  resolutions,  is 
unfounded  and  untrue.  I  undertake  here,  in 
my  place,  to  say  to  the  House  and  the  country 
that  Mr.  Buchanan  did  not  report  the  rcsolu' 
tiona  referred  to ;  that  he  was  not  the  chaii^ 
man  of  the  committee  by  which  thay  were 
reported ;  and  that  he  never  saw  them  until 
they  appeared  in  print.  But,  suppose  he  had 
reported  them ;  suppone  ho  had  been  chairwun 
of  the  committee  which  reported  Iheni^l  b]i- 
pcal  to  the  South  to  answer  whether  this  fui-t 
should  stand  against  him  with  the  long  eijio- 
ricnce  of  his  life  before  the  countnr  t 

"  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  accusation  belongs 
to  the  class  of  idle  reports  invented,  and  uuw 
circulated,  to  damage  him  in  the  estimation 
of  the  American  people.  Sir,  all  these  ao 
ousations,  whether  asserted  anonymously  or 
publicly,  are  triumph antly-nnsworod  by  the 
record  of  his  publio  life." 

Ihavodbal  Avoriss  or  Me.  Bdchaniv, 

Fellow-citiions — I  appear  before  you  this 
day  to  take  the  solemn  oath  "  that  I  will  faitli- 
fufly  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  Stalea,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my 
ibility,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States." 

In  entering  upon  this  great  office,  I  must 
humbly  invoke  the  God  of  our  fathers  for  wis- 
dom and  firmness  to  execute  it*  high  and 
responsible  duties  in  such  a  manner  tu  to 
restore  harmony  and  ancient  friendship  among  ' 
the  people  of  the  several  states,  and  to  pre- 
serve our  free  institutions  throughout  many 
venerations.  Convinced  that  I  owe  my  elec- 
Mr.  FnUer  of  Fa.,  in  the  Hooae  of  Bepre-j  tion  to  the  inherent  love  for  the  ConeUtutioa 


in  conclusion,  I  desire  to  reiterate  and 
reaffirm  every  sentiment  contained  in  my 
Berks  county  letter.  I  cling  to  the  Missouri 
compromise  with  greater  tenacity  than  ever, 
and  yet  firmly  believe  that  it  wiU  be  adopted 
by  Congress. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JaHIS  BCCHINAM, 

T.  Sandford,  Esq. 
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and  the  Union,  which  sUll  animates  the  hearts 
of  the  American  people,  let  me  earnestly  ask 
their  powerful  support  in  sustaining  all  just 
measaree  calculated  to  perpetuate  these,  the 
nrhest  political  hlessings,  which  Heaven  has 
•rer  bestowed  upon  any  nation.  Having  de- 
termined not  to  become  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, I  shall  have  no  motive  to  influence 
mv  ctmduct  in  administering  the  government 
except  the  desire  ably  and  faithfully  to  serve 
my  country,  and  to  live  in  the  grateful  memory 
of  niy  countrymen. 

W  e  have  recently  passed  through  a  Presi- 
dential contest  in  which  the  passions  of  our 
fellow-citizens  were  excited  to  the  highest 
degree  by  questions  of  deep  and  vital  import- 
ance ;  bat  when  the  people  proclaimed  their 
will  the  tempest  at  once  subsided,  and  all  was 
cahn.  The  voice  of  the  majority,  speaking  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
was  heard,  and  instant  submission  followed. 
Oar  own  country  could  alone  have  exhibited  so 
grand  and  striking  a  spectacle  of  the  capacity 
of  man  for  self-government. 

What  a  happy  conception,  then,  was  it  for 
Congress  to  apply  this  simple  rule — ^that  the 
will  of  the  majority  shall  govern — to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question  of  domestic  slavery  in 
the  territories !  Congress  is  neither  **  to 
legislate  slavery  into  any  territory  or  state, 
nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom  ;  but  to  leave  the 
people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regu- 
late their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own 
wav,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States."  As  a  natural  consequence, 
Congress  has  also  prescribed  that  when  the 
ttfnrritory  of  Kansas  shall  be  admitted  as  a 
state,  it  "shall  be  received  into  the  Union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  their  constitution 
may  prewribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission." 

A  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  in  regard 
to  the  point  of  time  when  the  people  of  a 
territory  shall  decide  this  question  for  them- 
selves. 

Tliis  is,  happily,  a  matter  of  but  little  prac- 
tieal  importance.  Besides,  it  is  a  judicial 
question  which  legitimately  belongs  to  the 
supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  before 
whom  it  is  now  pending,  and  will,  it  is  undei^ 
st'xid,  be  speedily  and  finally  settled.  To  their 
decision,  in  common  with  all  good  citizens,  I 
shall  cheerfully  submit,  whatever  this  may  be, 
though  it  has  ever  been  my  individual  opinion 
that  under  the  Nebraska-Kansas  act  the  ap- 
propriate period  will  be  when  the  number  of 
actual  residents  in  the  territory  shall  justify 
the  formation  of  a  constitution  with  a  view  to 
its  admission  as  a  state  into  the  Union.  But, 
be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  the  imperative  and  in- 
dispensable duty  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  secure  to  every  resident 
inhabitant  tlie  free  and  independent  expres- 
non  of  his  opinion  by  his  vote.  This  sacred 
right  of  each  individual  must  be  preserved. 
That  being  accomplished,  nothing  can  be  fairer 
than  to  leave  the  people  of  a  territory  free 
from  all  foreign  interference  to  decide  their 


own  destiny  for  themselves,  subject  only  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  whole  territorial  question  being  thus 
settled  upon  the  principle  of  popular  sove- 
reignty— a  principle  as  ancient  as  n*ee  govern- 
ment itself — everything  of  a  practical  nature 
has  been  decided.  No  other  question  remains 
for  adjustment ;  because  all  agree  that  under 
the  Constitution  slavery  in  the  states  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  human  power  except  that  of  the 
respective  states  themselves  wherein  it  exists. 
May  we  not,  then,  hope  that  the  long  agitation 
on  this  subject  is  approaching  its  end,  and 
that  the  geographical  parties  to  which  it  has 
given  birth,  so  much  dreaded  by  the  Father 
\)f  his  Country,  will  speedily  become  extinct? 
Most  happy  will  it  be  for  the  country  when 
the  public  mind  shall  be  diverted  from  this 
question  to  others  of  more  pressing  and  prac- 
tical importance.  Throughout  the  whole  pro- 
gress of  this  agitation,  which  has  scarcely 
known  an  intermission  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  while  it  has  been  productive  of  no 
positive  good  to  any  human  being,  it  has  been 
the  prolific  source  of  great  evils  to  the  master, 
to  the  slave,  and  to  the  whole  country.  It 
has  alienated  and  estranged  the  people  of  the 
sister  states  from  each  other,  and  has  even 
seriously  endangered  the  very  existence  of 
the  Union.  Nor  has  the  danger  yet  entirely 
ceased.  Under  our  system  there  is  a  remedy 
for  all  mere  political  evils  in  the  sound  sense 
and  sober  jud^ent  of  the  people.  Time  is 
a  great  corrective.  Political  subjects  which, 
but  a  few  years  ago,  excited  and  exasperated 
the  public  mind,  have  passed  away,  and  are 
now  nearly  forgotten.  But  this  question  of 
domestic  slavery  is  of  far  graver  importance 
than  any  mere  political  question,  because, 
should  the  agitation  continue,  it  may  eventu- 
ally endanger  the  personal  safety  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  countrymen  where  the  institu- 
tion exists.  In  that  event,  no  form  of  govern- 
ment, however  admirable  in  itself,  and  however 
productive  of  material  benefits,  can  compensate 
tor  the  loss  of  peace  and  domestic  security 
around  the  family  altar.  Let  every  Union- 
loving  man,  therefore,  exert  his  best  influence 
to  suppress  this  agitation,  which,  since  the 
recent  legislation  of  Congress,  is  without  any 
legitimate  object. 

It  is  an  evil  omen  of  the  times  that  men 
have  undertaken  to  calculate  the  mere  mate- 
rial value  of  the  Union.  Reasoned  estimates 
have  been  presented  of  the  pecuniary  profits 
and  local  advantages  which  would  result  to 
different  states  and  sections  from  its  dissolu- 
tion, and  of  the  comparative  injuries  which 
such  an  event  would  inflict  on  other  states  and 
sections.  Even  descending  to  this  low  and 
narrow  view  of  the  mighty  question,  all  such 
calculations  are  at  fault.  The  bare  reference 
to  a  single  consideration  will  be  conclusive  or 
this  point.  We  at  present  enjoy  a  free  trade 
throughout  our  extensive  and  expanding  coun- 
try such  as  the  world  has  never  witnessed. 
This  trade  ia  conducted  on  railroads  and  cands, 
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oa  noble  rivers  and  arms  of  the  sea,  which 
hind  together  the  north  and  the  south,  the 
east  and  the  west  of  our  confederacy.  Anni> 
hilate  this  trade,  arrest  its  free  progress  by 
the  geographical  lines  of  jealous  and  hostile 
states,  and  you  destroy  the  prosperity  and 
Dnward  march  of  the  whole  and  every  part, 
and  involve  all  in  one  common  ruin.  But  such 
considerations,  important  as  they  are  in  them- 
selves, sink  into  insignificance  when  we  reflect 
on  the  terrific  evils  which  would  result  from 
disunion  to  every  portion  of  the  confederacy — 
to  the  north  not  more  than  to  the  south ;  to  the 
east  not  more  than  to  the  west.  These  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  portray,  because  I  feel  an  hum- 
ble confidence  that  the  kind  Providence  which 
inspired  our  fathers  with  wisdom  to  frame  the 
most  perfect  form  of  f^vernment  and  union 
ever  devised  by  man  will  not  suffer  it  to  perish 
until  it  shall  faiave  been  peacefully  instrumen- 
tal, by  its  example,  in  the  extension  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  throughout  the  world. 

Next  m  importance  to  we  maintenance  of 
the  CouHtitution  and  the  Union,  is  the  duty  of 
preserving  the  government  free  from  the  taint, 
or  even  the  suspicion  of  corruption.  Public 
virtue  is  the  vital  spirit  of  republics ;  and  his- 
tory proves  that  when  this  has  decayed,  and  the 
l(»ve  of  money  has  usurped  its  place,  although 
the  forms  of  free  government  may  remain  tor 
a  season,  the  substance  has  departed  for  ever. 

Our  present  financial  condition  is  without  a 
parallel  in  history.  No  nation  has  ever  before 
been  embarrassed  from  too  large  a  surplus  in 
its  treasury.  This  almost  necessarily  gives 
birth  to  extravagant  legislation.  It  produces 
wild  schemes  of  expenditure,  and  begets  a  race 
of  speculators  and  jobbers,  whose  ingenuity  is 
exerted  in  contriving  and  promoting  expedi- 
ents to  obtain  public  money.  The  purity  of 
official  agents,  whether  rightfully  or  wrong- 
fully, is  suspected,  and  the  character  of  the 
government  suffers  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people.    This  is  in  itself  a  very  great  evil. 

The  natural  mode  of  relief  from  this  embar- 
rassment is  to  appropriate  the  surplus  in  the 
treasury  to  great  national  objects  tor  which  a 
clear  warrant  can  be  found  in  the  Constitution. 
Among  these  I  might  mention  the  extiuguish- 
meot  of  the  public  debt ;  a  reasonable  increase 
of  the  navy,  which  is  at  present  inadequate  to 
the  protection  of  our  vast  tonnage  afloat,  now 
gniat4}r  than  that  of  any  other  nation,  as  well 
as  to  the  defence  of  our  extended  seacoast. 

It  is  beyond  all  question  the  true  principle 
that -no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  collected 
from  the  people  than  the  amount  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  a  wise,  economical,  and 
efficient  administration  of  the  government.  To 
reach  this  point  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  a 
modification  of  the  tariff;  and  this  has,  I  trust, 
been  accomplished  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do 
as  little  injury  as  may  have  been  practicable 
to  our  domestic  manufactures,  especially  those 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Any 
discrimination  against  a  particular  branch,  fur 
the  purpose  of  benefiting  favored  corporations, 
individuals,  or  interests,  would  have  been  un- 


just to  the  rest  of  the  oommonity,  and  incoit-- 
sistent  with  that  spirit  of  fairness  and  equality 
which  ought  to  govern  in  the  adjustment  of  a 
revenue  tariff. 

But  the  squandering  of  the  public  money 
sinks  into  comparative  insignificance  as  a  temp- 
tation to  corruption  when  compared  with  the 
squandering  ot  the  public  lauds.  No  nation 
in  the  tide  of  time  has  ever  been  blessed  with 
so  rich  and  noble  an  inheritance  as  we  enjuy 
in  the  public  lands.  In  administering  this 
important  trust,  whilst  it  may  be  wise  to  grant 
portions  of  them  for  the  improvement  of  the 
remainder,  jet  we  should  never  forget  that  it 
is  our  cardinal  policy  to  reserve  these  lands 
as  much  as  may  be  for  actual  settlers,  and 
this  at  moderate  prices.  We  shall  thus  not 
only  best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  new 
states  and  territories,  by  furnishing  them  a 
hardy  and  independent  race  of  honest  and 
industrious  citizens,  but  shall  secure  homes 
for  our  children  and  our  children's  children, 
as  well  as  for  those  exiles  from  foreign  shores 
who  may  seek  in  this  country  to  improve 
their  condition  and  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  Such  emigrants 
have  done  much  to  promote  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  They  have  proved 
faithful  both  in  peace  and  in  war.  After  be- 
coming citizens  they  are  entitled,  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  to  be  placed  on  a  per- 
fect equality  with  native-born  citizens,  and  in 
this  character  they  should  ever  be  kindly  re 
cognised. 

The  Federal  Constitution  is  a  ^ant  from 
the  states  to  Congress  of  certain  specific 
powers ;  and  the  question  whether  this  graut 
should  be  liberally  or  strictly  cunstrueJ  has 
more  or  less  divided  political  parties  from  the 
beginning.  Without  entering  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  desire  to  state,  at  the  coinmouceinent 
of  my  administration,  that  long  experience 
and  observation  have  convinced  me  that  a 
strict  construction  of  the  ))owers  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  the  only  true,  as  well  as  the  only 
safe,  theory  of  the  Constitution.  Whenever, 
in  our  past  history,  doubtful  powers  have 
been  exercised  by  Congress,  these  have  never 
failed  to  produce  injurious  and  unhappy  con- 
sequences. Many  such  instances  might  be 
adduced  if  this  were  the  proper  occasion. 
Neither  is  it  necessary  for  the  public  service 
to  strain  the  language  of  the  Constitution ; 
because  all  the  great  and  useful  powers  re- 
quired for  a  successful  administration  of  the 
government,  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  lia\e 
been  granted,  either  m  express  terms  or  by 
the  plainest  implication. 

whilst  deeply  convinced  of  these  tmtha  I 
yet  consider  it  clear  that,  under  the  war- 
making  power.  Congress  may  appropriate 
money  towards  the  constructi(m  of  a  militury 
road,  when  this  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  any  state  or  territory  of  the 
Union  a^jainst  foreign  invasion.  Under  the 
Constitution  Congress  has  power  **  to  declare 
war,''  **  to  raise  and  support  armies,"  *'  to  pro* 
vide  and  maintain  a  navy,"  and  to  call  forth 
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tlie  nulitia  to  "repel  inTasioDs."  Thus  en- 
«i(yw«df  in  an  amfue  manner,  with  the  war- 
making  power,  the  correBpondine  duty  is  re- 
quired that "  the  United  States  snail  protect 
each  of  them  (the  states)  against  invasion." 
Now,  how  is  it  possible  to  afford  this  protec- 
tion to  Caliibmia  and  our  Pacific  possessions, 
except  bj  means  of  a  military  road  through 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  over  which 
men  and  munitions  6f  war  mar  be  speedily 
transported  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  meet 
and  to  repel  the  invader  ?  In  the  event  of  a 
war  with  a  naval  power  much  stronger  than 
oar  own,  we  should  then  have  no  other  availa- 
ble access  to  the  Pacific  coast ;  because  such 
a  power  would  instantly  close  the  route  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Central  America.  It  is  im- 
ponible  to  conceive  that,  whilst  the  Constitu- 
tion has  expressly  required  Congress  to  defend 
all  the  states,  it*  should  yet  deny  to.  them,  by 
an  J  fair  construction,  the  only  possible  means 
by  which  one  of  these  states  can  be  defended. 
Besides,  the  government,  ever  since  its  origin, 
has  been  in  ue  constant  practice  of  construct- 
ing military  roads.  It  might  also  be  wise  to 
consider  whether  the  love  for  the  Union  which 
now  animates  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  Pacific 
co^t  may  not  be  impaired  by  our  neglect  or 
refusal  to  provide  for  them,  m  their  remote 
and  isolated  condition,  the  only  means  by 
which  the  power  of  the  states,  on  this  side  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  can  reach  them  in  suf- 
ficient time  to  '*  protect"  them  "  against  inva- 
sion." I  forbear  for  the  present  from  express- 
ing an  opinion  as  to  the  wisest  and  most 
economical  mode  in  which  the  government 
can  lend  its  aid  in  accomplishing  this  great 
and  necessary  work.  I  believe  that  many  of 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  which  now  appear 
formidable  will,  in  a  great  degree,  vanish  as 
soon  as  the  nearest  and  best  route  shall  have 
been  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

It  may  be  proper  that,  on  this  occasion,  I 
should  make  some  brief  remarks  in  regard 
to  our  rights  and  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  In  our  intercourse 
with  them  there  are  some  plain  principles, 
approved  by  our  own  experience,  from  wnich 
we  should  never  depart.  We  ought  to  culti- 
\ate  peace,  commerce,  and  friendsnip  with  all 
nations,  and  this  not  merely  as  the  best  means 
uf  promoting  our  own  material  interests,  but 
in  a  spirit  of  Christian  benevolence  towards 
«»ur  fellow  men,  wherever  their  lot  may  be 
«*ast.  Our  diplomacy  should  be  direct  and 
frank,  neither  seeking  to  obtain  more  nor 
accepting  less  than  is  our  due.  We  ought 
to  cherisn  a  sacred  regard  for  the  independ- 
ence of  all  nations,  and  never  attempt  to  in- 
terfere in  the  domestic  concerns  of  any,  un- 
less this  shall  be  imperatively  required  by 
the  great  law  of  self-preservation.  To  avoia 
entangling  alliances  has  been  a  maxim  of  our 
policy  ever  since  the  days  of  Washington,  and 
Its  wisdom  no  one  will  attempt  to  dispute.  In 
■horty  we  ought  to  do  justice,  in  a  kindly  spirit, 
to  all  nations,  and  require  justice  from  them  in 


It  is  our  glory  that,  whilst  otiier  nations 
have  extended  their  dominions  by  the  sword, 
we  have  never  acquired  any  territory  except 
by  fair  purcha^ie,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  Texas, 
by  the  voluntary  determination  of  a  brave, 
kindred,  and  independent  people  to  blend 
their  destinies  with  our  own.  Even  our  ac- 
quinitions  from  Mexico  form  no  exception. 
Unwilling  to  take  advantage  of  the  fortune 
of  war  against  a  sister  republic,  we  pur- 
chased these  possessions,  under  the  treaty  of 
peace,  for  a  sum  which  was  considered  at  the 
time  a  fair  equivalent.  Our  past  history  for- 
bids that  we  shall  in  the  future  acquire  terri- 
tory unless  this  be  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of 
justice  and  honor.  Acting  on  this  principle, 
no  nation  will  have  a  right  to  interfere  or  to 
complain  if,  in  the  progress  of  events,  we 
shall  still  further  extend  our  -possessions. 
Hitherto,  in  all  our  acquisitions,  the  people, 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag, 
have  enjoyed  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as 
well  as  equal  and  just  laws,  and  have  beeu 
contented,  prosperous,  and  happy.  Their 
trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world  has  rapidly 
increased  ;  and  thus  every  commercial  nation 
has  shared  largely  in  their  successful  pro- 
gress. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  take  the  oath  pro- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  whilst  humbly 
invoking  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence 
on  this  great  people. 


BnflTalo  and  Utica  Conventions  of  1848. 

The  Utica  Convention  met  on  the  28th  of 
June,  1848,  the  Hon.  Sara.  Young,  president, 
Gilbert  Dean,  Esq.,  of  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 
secretary.  The  credentials  of  the  Barnburner 
delegation  were  returned.  Messrs.  Martin 
Grover,  Preston  King,  B.  F.  Butler,  and  John 
Van  Burcn  spoke.  JL).  D.  Field,  Esq.,  read  a 
letter  from  Martin  Van  Buron,  taking  ground 
against  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion. 

Simeon  B.  Jewott,  Esq.,  of  Monroe  Co.,  moved 
the  unanimous  nomination  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  by  acclamation  for  President,  which 
was  carried  with  cheering.  Henry  Dodge  of 
Wisconsin,  was  nominatea  for  Vice  President. 
Speeches  were  then  made  bv  Messrs.  Rath- 
bun,  Nye,  and  Young,  'fhe  resolutions 
adopted,  assumed  it  to  be  the  right  and  duty 
of  Congress  to  expel  slavery  from  the  terri- 
tories, and  declarea  "  domestic  slavery  a  great 
moral,  social,  and  political  evil,"  and  a  "  relic 
of  barbarism." 

The  address  reported  by  Mr.  Butler  was  a 
strong  Free-Soil  one. 

Senator  Dodge  wrote  an  immediate  letter, 
declining  the  candidacy  of  Vice  President.  In 
order  to  fill  this  vacancy  on  their  ticket,  and 
extend  the  Free-Soil  movement  in  other  states, 
a  "  Convention  of  Free  States"  was  called  to 
meet  at  Buffalo  on  the  9th  of  August,  1848. 

The  Buffalo  Convention  met,  all  the  non 
slaveholding  states  being  represented,  that  ia, 
having  citizens  upon  the  ground.     Gharlei 
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Francis  Adams  of  Mass.  was  its  presiding 
officer.  A  committee  of  fifty-five,  B.  F.  Butler, 
chairman,  was  appointed  on  resolutions.  £. 
D.  Culver  and  tfohn  \V.  Nye  of  N.  Y.,  and 
J.  R.  Giddings  of  Ohio,  adfdrossed  the  con- 
vention. The  famous  Buffalo  Platform  was 
reported  on  the  second  day,  as  follows : — 

"  Whereas,  We  have  assembled  in  conven- 
tion, as  a  union  of  freemen,  for  the  sake  of 
freedom,  forgetting  all  past  political  differences 
in  a  common  resolve  to  mamtain  the  rights  of 
free  labor  against  the  aggressions  of  the  slave 
power,  and  to  secure  free  soil  for  a  free  people ; 
and 

"Whereas,  The  political  conventions  re- 
cently assembled  at  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, the  one  stifling  the  voice  of  a  great 
constituency  entitled  to  be  heard  in  its  delibe- 
rations, and  the  other  abandoning  its  dis- 
tinctive principles  for  mere  availability,  have 
dissolved  the  national  party  organization 
heretofore  existing,  by  nommating  for  the 
chief  magistracy  of  the  United  States,  under 
slaveholding  dictation,  candidates,  neither  of 
whom  can  be  supported  by  the  opponents  of 
slavery  extension  without  a  sacrifice  of  con- 
sistency, duty,  and  self-respect ;  and 

"Whereas,  These  nominations,  so  made, 
furnish  the  occasion  and  demonstrate  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  union  of  the  people  under  the 
banner  of  free  Democracy,  m  a  solemn  and 
fjrmal  declaration  of  their  independence  of 
the  slave  power,  and  of  their  fixea  determinar 
tiou  to  rescue  the  federal  government  from  its 
control : 

"  Resolved,  Therefore,  that  we,  the  people 
here  assembled,  remembering  the  example  of 
our  fathers  in  the  days  of  the  first  Declaration 
of  Independence,  putting  our  trust  in  God  for 
the  triumph  of  our.  cause,  and  invoking  his 
guidance  m  our  endeavors  to  advance  it,  do 
now  plant  ourselves  upon  the  national  plat- 
form of  freedom,  in  opposition  to  the  sectional 
platform  of  slavery. 

"Resolved,  That  slavery  in  the  several 
states  of  this  Union,  which  recognise  its  exist- 
ence, depends  upon  state  laws  alone,  which 
cannot  be  repealed  or  modified  by  the  federal 
government,  and  for  which  laws  that  govern- 
ment is  not  responsible.  We,  tlierefore,  pro- 
pose no  interference  by  Congress  with  slavery 
within  the  limits  of  any  state. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proviso  of  Jefferson, 
to  prohibit  the  existence  of  slavery  after  1800, 
in  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
southern  and  northern ;  the  votes  of  six  states 
and  sixteen  delegates,  in  Congress  of  1784,  for 
the  proviso,  to  tm'ce  states  ana  seven  delegates 
against  it;  the  actual  exclusion  of  slavery 
from  the  Northwestern  Territory,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
states  in  Congress,  and  the  entire  history  of 
that  period,  clearly  show  that  it  was  the 
settled  policy  of  the  nation,  not  to  extend, 
nationalize,  or  encourage,  but  to  limit,  localize, 
and  discourage  slavery ;  and  to  this  policy, 
which  should  never  have  been  departcu  from, 
the  government  ought  to  return. 


"Resolved,  That  oar  fathers  ordained  the 
Constitution  of  the  Itnited  States,  in  order, 
amon^  other  great  national  objects,  to  esta- 
blish justice,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty ;  but  expressly 
denied  to  the  federal  government,  which  they 
created,  all  constitutional  power  to  deprive 
any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  witli- 
out  due  legal  process. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
convention.  Congress  has  no  more  power  to 
make  a  slave  than  to  make  a  king ;  no  more 
power  to  institute  or  establish  slavery  than  to 
institute  or  establish  a  monarchy;  no  such 
power  can  be  found  among  those  specifically 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  or  derived  by 
just  implication  from  them. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal 
government  to  relieve  itself  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  the  existence  or  continuance  of 
slavery,  wherever  that  government  possesses 
constitutional  authority  to  legislate  on  that 
subject,  and  is  thus  responsible  for  its  exist- 
ence. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  true,  and,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  convention,  the  only  safe  means 
of  preventing  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
territory  now  free,  is  to  prohibit  its  existence 
in  all  such  territory  by  an  act  of  Congresft. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  issue  which 
the  slave  power  has  forced  upon  us ;  and,  to 
their  demand  for  more  slave  states  and  more 
slave  territories,  our  calm  but  final  answer  is 
— ^no  more  slave  states  and  no  slave  territory 
Let  the  soil  of  our  extensive  dominions  f)Q 
ever  kept  free  for  the  hardy  pioneers  of  our 
own  land,  and  the  oppressed  and  banished  df 
other  lands,  seeking  homes  of  comfort  and 
fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new  world. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  bill  lately  reported  >»y 
the  committee  of  eight  in  the  Senate  of  tho 
United  States  was  no  compromise,  but  an  ab>(.»- 
lute  surrender  of  the  rignta  of  the  non-slav«^ 
holders  of  all  the  states;  and  while  we  rojoiro 
to  know  that  a  measure  which,  while  opeiiiiii; 
the  door  for  the  introduction  of  slavery  into 
territories  now  free,  would  also  have  openo<| 
the  door  to  litigation  and  strife  among  the 
future  inhabitants  thereof,  to  the  ruin  of  thotr 
peace  and  prosperity,  was  defeate<i  in  the 
Ilouse  of  Representatives,  its  passa^re  in  hot 
haste,  by  a  majority  embnunng  several  Sonn- 
tors  who  voted  in  open  violation  of  the  known 
will  of  their  constituents,  should  warn  the 

Eeople  to  see  to  it,  that  their  representatives 
e  not  suffered  to  betray  them.  There  must 
be  no  more  compromises  with  slavery ;  if 
made,  they  must  bo  repealed. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  demand  freedom  ana 
established  institutions  for  our  brethren  in 
Oregon,  now  exposed  to  hardships,  perils,  and 
massacre,  by  the  reckless  hostility  of  the  slave 
power  to  the  establishment  of  free  government 
for  free  territories ;  and  not  only  for  thenv 
but  for  our  new  brethren  in  California  and 
New  Mexico.    Arid 

"  Whereas,  It  is  due,  not  only  to  this  occ^i- 
sion,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  the  UnitiHl 


CALHOOB,  JOHN  C. 


Ststea,  ibkt  we  should  also  declare  oursekeii 
OD  certain  other  questions  of  national  policy ; 
therefore, 

"  ReMlred,  That  we  demand  cheap  postagD 
Ibr  the  people  j  a  retrenchment  of  the  expenneii 
»nd  jMbonaee  of  the  federal  government ;  the 
abolition  of  all  unneccBeary  offices  and  Halarief  ^ 
and  the  eleetion  by  the  people  of  oJl  ciril  offi- 
ecni  in  the  serrioe  of  the  goremmeut,  so  far 
as  the  tame  mav  be  practicable. 

"ReBoWed,  "niat  nver  and  harbor  improve- 
mentB,  whenever  demanded  bj  the  safety  or 
cxKiTenienee  of  coDunerce  with  foreign  natuiua, 
or  unong  the  several  states,  are  objects  of 
national  concern;  and  that  it  h  the  duty  of 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  constitutional 
power,  to  provide  therefor. 

"  Resohed,  That  the  free  grant  to  actual 
settlers,  in  consideratiou  of  the  eipenscn  they 
incur  in  making  settlements  in  the  wildernees, 
which  are  usually  fully  equal  to  their  actual 
ouvt,  and  of  the  public  benefits  resulting  there- 
from, of  reasonable  portions  of  the  public 
lands  under  suitable  limitations,  is  a  wise  and 
just  measure  of  public  policy,  which  will  pro- 
mote, in  various  ways,  the  interests  of  all  the 
states  of  this  Union  -,  and  wc,  therefore,  rc- 
oommend  it  to  the  favorable  judgment  of  the 
American  people. 

''  Resolved,  that  the  ob1i;;ations  of  honor 
and  patriotism  rc<iuire  the  earliegt  pmctictLble 
payment  of  the  national  debt ;  and  wo  ore, . 
therefore,  in  favor  of  such  a  tariff  of  duties 
as  will  raise  revenue  adequate  to  defray  the 
necessary  CKpenses  of  the  federal  government, 
and  to  pay  annual  instalments  of  our  debt 
and  the  mterest  thereon. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  inscribe  on  our  banner 
'fne  soil,  free  speech,  free  labor,  and  free 
men ;'  and  under  it  will  fight  on  and  fight 
ever,  until  a  triumphant  victory  shall  reward 
our  eiertious." 

A  committee  of  conference,  Salmon  P. 
Chase  of  0.,  chairman,  wiu  appointed.  Mr. 
Batler  produced  ia  this  committee  a  letter 
from  Martin  Van  Buren,  which  was  satisfac- 
tory; and  the  nomination  of  Von  Buren  fur 
President  was  unanimously  reported  to  the 
eoDventioa  by  Joshua  Leavitt  of  Muss.  I 
Charles  Francis  Adorns  was  nominated  for  I 
Tim  President  I 

CaUoaD,  John  C. 

FoBT  Hill  Address  of-^ult  2G,  1S3I. 

Tub  qnestion  of  the  relation  which  the 
states  and  general  government  bear  to  ea-'.h 
other,  is  not  one  of  recent  origin.  From  the 
oommencement  of  our  system,  it  has  divided  | 
public  sentiment.  Even  in  the  convention,  I 
while  the  Constitution  was  struggling  into 
existence,  there  were  two  parties,  as  to  what  I 
this  relation  should  be,  whose  different  seiiti- 
■nents  constituted  no  small  impediment  in 
Ibrmlng  that  instrument.  After  the  general 
fjovernmeat  went  into  operation,  experience 
toon  proved  that  the  question  had  not  tcrmi- 
twtea  with  the  labors  of  the  convention.     The 


great  struggle  that  preceded  the  political 
revolution  of  IROl,  which  brongbt  Mr.  Jeffer. 
son  into  power,  turned  essentially  on  it ;  and 
the  doctrinea  and  arguments   on   both  sides 


and  the  report  to  the  Virginia  'len;i»lature ; 
and  on  the  other,  in  the  rejilies  of  the  legislb- 
lure  of  MassnchuNctts  and  some  of  the  other 
states.  These  resolutions  a'lid  this  report, 
with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  alKiut  the  sumo  time  (particu- 
larly in  the  ease  of  Cobbett,  delivered  by 
Cbicf  Justice  McKean,  and  cuncurred  in  by 
the  whole  bench),  contain  what  I  believe  to 
bo  the  true  doctrine  on  this  important  subject. 
I  refer  to  them  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity 
i)f  presenting  my  views,  with  (he  reasons  in 
support  of  them  in  detail. 

As  my  object  is  simply  to  slate  my  opinions, 
I  might  pause  with  this  reference  to  docU' 
mente  that  so  fully  and  ably  state  all  the 
points  immediately  connected  with  this  deeply 
unportant  subject ;  but  as  there  are  many 
who  may  not  have  rtio  o_pportunity  or  leisure 
to  refer  to  them,  and,  as  it  is  possible,  however 
clear  they  may  be,  that  different  jicrsons  may 
place  different  interpretations  on  their  mean- 
ing, I  will,  in  order  that  my  sentiments  may 
be  fully  known,  and  to  avoid  all  ambiguity. 
proceed  to  stale,  summarily,  the  doctrines 
which  I  conceive  they  embrace. 

The  great  and  leaaing  principle  is,  that  the 
general  government  emanated  from  the  people 
uf  the  several  states,  forming  distinct  political 
communities,  and  acting  in  their  separate  and 
Bovereign  capacity,  and  not  from  all  of  the 
people  forming  one  aggregate  political  com- 
munity ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  in  fact  a  compact,  to  which  eaiJi 
',  in  the  character  already  do- 
lat  the  several  states,  or  parties, 
have  a  right  to  judge  of  its  infractions,  and  in 
;iu<c  of  a  deli  berate,  .pal  liable,  nud  dangerous 
sxeroise  of  power  not  delegated,  they  have  the 
right,  in  the  last  resort,  to  use  the  language 
at  tlio  Virginia  resolutions,  '■  to  interpose  for 
iirresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  for 
maintaining,  within  their  respei^tive  limits,  the 
luthorities,  rights,  and  liberties  appertaining 
'jj  them."  This  right  of  interposition  thus 
■olfmnly  asserted  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  be 
t  called  what  it  may — state  right,  veto,  nullifi- 
fation,  or  by  any  other  name — I  conceive  to 
lie  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  system, 
historically  as  certain  as  our 
itaelf,  and  deductions  aa  pimple 
»id  demon strettve  aa  that  of  any  political 
or  moral  truth  whatever ;  and  !  firmly  believe 
that  on  its  recognition  depends  the  stability 
iiid  safety  of  our  political  institutions. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  those  opposed  to  the 
doctrine  have  always,  now  and  formerly,  re- 
j^rded  it  in  a  very  different  light,  as  anarohicsl 
iind  revolutionary.  Could  I  believe  such  in 
fiict  to  be  its  tendency,  to  me  it  would  be  no 
recommendation.  I  yield  to  none,  I  trust,  in 
A  deep  and  sincere  attachment  to  our  nolitjcal 
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institutions,  and  the  union  of  these  states.  I 
never  breathed  an  opposite  sentiment ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  ever  considered  them 
the  great  instruments  of  preserving  our  liberty, 
and  promoting  the  happiness  of  ourselves  and 
uur  posterity ;  and  next  to  these,  I  have  ever 
held  them  most  dear.  Nearly  half  my  life 
lias  passed  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  and 
whatever  public  reputation  I  have  acquired,  is 
indissolubly  identified  with  it.  To  be  too  na- 
tional has,  indeed,  been  considered,  by  many, 
even  of  my  friends,  to  be  my  greatest  political 
fault.  With  these  strong  feelings  of  attach- 
ment, I  have  examined,  w^ith  the  utmost  care, 
the  bearing  of  the  doctrine  in  question ;  and 
so  far  from  anarchical  or  revolutionary,  I 
solemnly  believe  it  to  be  the  only  solid  foun- 
dation of  our  system,  and  of  the  Union  itself, 
and  that  the  opposite  doctrine,  which  denies 
to  the  states  the  right  of  protecting  their  re- 
served powers,  and  which  would  vest  in  the 
general  government  (it  matters  not  through 
what  department)  the  right  of  determining 
exclusively  and  finally  the  powers  delegated 
to  it,  is  incompatible  with  the  sovereignty  of 
the  states,  and  of  the  Constitution  itself,  con- 
sidered as  the  basis  of  a  Federal  Union.  As 
strong  as  this  language  is,  it-  is  not  stronger 
than  that  used  by  the  illustrious  Jefferson, 
who  said,  to  eive  to  the  general  government  the 
final  and  exclusive  right  to  judge  of  its  powers, 
is  to  make  "  its  discretion  and  not  the  ConsU- 
liition  the  measure  of  its  powers ;"  and  that 
**  in  all  cases  of  compact  between  parties 
having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has  an 
equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  the 
<»peration,  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  re- 
dress.'' Language  cannot  be  more  explicit ; 
nor  can  higher  authority  be  adduced. 

That  different  opinions  are  entertained  on 
this  subject,  I  consider  but  as  an  additional 
evidence  of  the  great  diversity  of  the  human 
intellect.  Had  not  able,  experienced,  and 
patriotic  individuals,  for  whom  I  have  tlie 
highest  respect,  taken  different  views,  I  would 
have  thought  the  right  too  clear  to  admit  of 
dou))t ;  but  I  am  taught  by  this,  as  well  as 
by  many  similar  instances,  to  treat  with  defer- 
ence opinions  differing  from  my  own.  The 
error  may  possibly  be  with  me  ;  but,  if  so,  I 
can  only  say,  that  after  the  most  mature  and 
conscienti()usexamination,I  havenot  been  able 
ti>  detect  it.  But  with  all  proper  deference,  I 
must  think  that  theirs  is  the  error,  who  deny 
what  seems  to  be  an  essential  attribute  of  the 
<H>nceded  sovereignty  of  the  states  ;  and  who 
attribute  to  the  general  government  a  right 
utterly  incompatible  with  what  all  acknow- 
leiige  to  be  its  limited  and  restricted  character; 
an  error  originating  principally,  as  I  must 
think,  in  not  duly  reflecting  on  the  nature  of 
our  institutions,  and  on  what  constitutes  the 
only  rational  object  of  all  political  constitu- 
tions. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  one  of  the  most 
sagacious  men  of  antiquity,  that  the  object  of 
a  constitution  is  to  restrain  the  government, 
s^  that  ofl&WB  is  to  restrain  individuals.  The 


remark  is  correct,  nor  10  it  less  true  where  the 
government  is  vested  in  a  majority,  than 
where  it  is  in  a  single  or  a  few  individuals ; 
in  a  republic,  than  a  monarchy  or  aristocracy. 
No  one  can  have  a  higher  respect  for  the 
maxim  that  the  majority  ought  to  govern  than 
I  have,  taken  in  its  proper  sense,  subject  to 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  confined  to  subjects  in  which  every  por- 
tion of  the  community  have  similar  interests ; 
but  it  is  a  ^eat  error  to  suppose,  as  many  do, 
that  the  right  of  a  majority  to  govern  is  a 
natural  and  not  a  conventional  right;  and, 
therefore,  absolute  and  unlimited.  By  nature 
every  individual  has  the  right  to  govern  him- 
self; and  governments,  whether  founded  on 
majorities  or  minorities,  must  derive  their 
right  from  the  assent,  expressed  or  implie<I, 
of  the  governed,  and  be  subject  to  such  limit- 
ations as  they  may  impose.  Where  the  int^ 
rests  are  the  same,  that  is,  where  the  laws 
that  may  benefit  one  will  benefit  all,  or  the 
reverse,  it  is  just  and  proper  to  place  them 
under  the  control  of  the  majority ;  but  where 
they  are  dissimilar,  so  that  the  law  that  may 
benefit  one  portion  may  be  ruinous  to  another, 
it  would  be,  on  the  contrary,  unjust  and  ab- 
surd to  subject  them  to  its  will :  and  such  I 
conceive  to  be  the  theory  on  which  our  Con- 
stitution rests. 

That  such  dissimilarity  of  interests  may 
exist  it  is  impossible  to  doubt.  They  are  tu 
be  found  in  every  community,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  however  small  or  homogeneous, 
and  they  constitute,  everywhere,  the  great 
difficulty  of  forming  and  preserving  free  insti- 
tutions. To  guard  against  the  uncrjual  action 
of  the  laws,  when  applied  to  dissimilar  and 
opposing  interests,  is  in  fact  what  mainly 
renders  a  constitution  indispensable ;  to  over- 
look which  in  reasoning  on  our  Constitution, 
would  be  to  omit  the  principal  element  by 
which  to  determine  its  cnaracter.  Were  there 
no  contrariety  of  interests,  nothing  would  be 
more  simple  and  easy  than  to  form  and  pre- 
serve free  institutions.  The  right  of  suffrage 
alone  would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee.  It  ii 
the  conflict  of  opposing  interests  which  ren- 
ders it  the  most  aimcult  work  of  man. 

Where  the  diversity  of  interests  exists  in 
separate  and  distinct  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  is.  the  case  in  England,  and  was  for- 
merly the  case  in  Sparta,  Rome,  and  most  of 
the  free  states  of  antiquity,  the  rational  con- 
stitutional provision  is,  that  each  should  be 
represented  in  the  government  as  a  separate 
estate,  with  a  distinct  voice,  and  a  negative 
on  the  acts  of  its  co-estates,  in  order  to  check 
their  encroachments.  In  England  the  consti- 
tution has  assumed  expressly  this  form,  while 
in  the  governments  of  Sparta  and  Rome  the 
same  thing  was  effected,  under  different  but 
not  much  less-  efficacious  forms.  The  perfec- 
tion of  their  organization,  in  this  particular, 
was  that  which  gave  to  the  constitutions  of 
these  renowned  states  all  of  their  celebrity, 
which  secure<l  their  liberty  for  so  maay  cen- 
turies, and  raised  them  to  so  ffttX  a  heii^l 
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ff  power  and  proiiperity.  Indeed,  a  oonstitu- 
QMud  proTisian  giving  to  the  great  and  sepa- 
late  interests  of  the  community  the  right  of 
wetf^krotectiony  most  appear  to  those  who  will 
dolT  reflect  on  the  samect,  not  less  essential 
to  UM  preservation  of  liberty  than  the  right 
4f  suffrage  itself.  They  in  fact  have  a  com- 
mon ol^jecty  to  effect  which  the  one  is  as  neces- 
sary as  the  other— to  secure  responsibilitv ; 
that  IB,  that  those  who  make  and  execute  the 
laws  should  be  accountable  to  those  on  whom 
the  laws  in  reality  operate:  the  only  solid 
and  dorable  foundation  of  liberty.  If  with- 
out the  right  of  suffrage  our  rulers  would  op- 
press us,  so  without  the  right  of  self-protection, 
the  nujor  would  equally  oppress  the  minor 
interests  of  the  conmiunity.  The  absence  of 
the  Ibrmer  would  make  the  governed  the 
slavee  of  the  rulers,  and  of  the  latter  the 
feebler  interests  the  victim  of  the  stronger. 

Happily  for  us  we  have  no  artificifd  and 
wpnrate  classes  of  society.  We  have  wisely 
exploded  all  such  distinctions;  but  we  are 
not,  on  that  acooubt,  exempt  from  all  contra- 
riety of  interests,  as  the  present  distracted 
^nd  dangerous  condition  of  our  country  un- 
furtunatdy  but  too  clearly  proves.  With  us 
thejr  are  almost  exclusively  geographical,  re- 
»ultin^  mainly  from  difference  ofclimate,  soil, 
ititnation,  industry,  and  production,  but  are 
not,  therefore,  less  necessary  to  be  protected 
by  an  adequate  constitutional  provision  than 
where  the  distinct  interests  exist  in  separate 
classes.  The  necessity  is,  in  truth,  greater, 
a^  such  separate  and  dissimilar  geographical 
i'lterests  are  more  liable  to  come  into  conflict, 
and  more  dangerous  when  in  that  state  than 
those  of  any  other  description ;  so  much  so, 
that  fmrs  is  the  first  instance  on  record  where 
tiiey  have  not  formed  in  on  extensive  territory 
M^parate  and  independent  communities,  or 
Mibjected  the  whole  to  despotic  sway.  That 
■a<*a  may  not  be  our  unhappy  fate  also,  must 
1>*!  the  sincere  prayer  of  every  lover  of  his 
mnntry. 

Su  numerous  and  diversified  are  the  inte- 
rests of  our  country,  that  they  could  not  l)e 
t'oirlj  represented  m  a  single  government, 
•>rganixca  so  as  to  give  to  each  great  and  lead- 
ing interest  a  separate  and  distinct  voice,  as 
in  governments  to  which  I  have  referred.  A 
plan  was  adopted  better  suited  to  our  situo- 
tiun,  but  perfectly  novel  in  its  character. 
The  powers  of  the  government  were  divided, 
Hut  as  heretofore,  in  reference  to  classes,  but 
:;e(jgraphically.  One  general  government  was 
fonned  for  the  whole,  to  which  was  delegated 
all  of  the  powers  supposed  tp  be  necessary  to 
regulate  toe  interests  common  to  all  of  the 
Atatcs,  leaving  others  subject  to  the  separate 
control  of  the  states,  being  from  their  local  i 
»nd  p.culiar  character  such  that  they  could 
n.it  he  subject  to  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
the  whole  Union,  without  the  certain  hazard 
t>r  injustice  and  oppre)<sion.  It  was  thus  that 
the  interests  of  the  whole  were  subjected,  as 
Uisjf  ought  to  be,  to  the  will  of  the  whole, 
while  the  peculiar  and  local  interests  were 
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left  imder  the  control  of  the  states  separatelT, 
to  whose  custody  only  they  could  be  safely 
confided.  This  distribution  of  power,  settled 
solemnly  by  a  constitutional  compact,  to 
which  all  of  the  states  are  parties,  consti- 
tutes the  peculiar  character  and  excellence 
of  our  political  system.  It  is  truly  and  em- 
phatically American,  without  example  or 
parallel. 

To  realize  its  perfection,  we-must  view  the 
general  p)veniment  and  the  states  as  a  whole, 
each  in  its  proper  sphere,  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ;  each  pcrtcctly  adapted  to  their  re- 
spective objects ;  the  states  acting  separately, 
representing  and  protecting  tlie  local  and  pe- 
culiar interests ;  acting  jointly,  through  one 
^ncral  government,  with  the  weight  respect- 
ively assigned  to  each  b^  the  Constitution, 
representing  and  protecting  the  interest  of 
the  whole,  and  thus  perfecting,  by  an  admi- 
rable but  simple  arrangement,  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  representation  and  responsibility, 
without  which  no  government  can  be  free  or 
just  To  preserve  this  sacred  distribution  as 
originally  settled,  by  coercing  each  to  move  in 
its  pre8cri))ed  orb,  is  the  great  and  difficult 
problem,  on  the  solution  of  which  the  dura- 
tion of  our  Constitution,  of  our  Union,  and, 
in  all  probability  our  liberty,  depends.  How 
b  this  to  be  effected  ? 

The  question  is  new  when  applied  to  our  pecu- 
liar political  organization,  wncre  the  separate 
and  conflicting  interests  of  society  are  repre- 
sented by  distinct  but  connected  governments ; 
but  is  in  reality  an  old  question  under  a  new 
form,  long  since  perfectly  solved.  Whenever 
separate  and  dissimilar  interests  have  been 
separately  represented  in  any  government; 
whenever  the  sovereign  power  has  been  divided 
in  its  exercise,  the  experience  and  wisdom  of 
ages  have  devised  but  one  mode  by  which 
such  political  organization  can  be  preserved ; 
the  mode  adopted  in  England,  and  by  all  ^ 
vernnients,  ancient  or  modem,  blessed  with 
constitutions  deserving  to  be  called  free;  to 
give  to  each  co-estate  the  right  to  judge  of  its 
powers,  with  a  negative  or  veto  on  the  acts  of 
the  others,  in  order  to  protect  against  en- 
croachments the  interests  it  particularly  repre- 
sents ;  a  principle  which  all  of  our  constitu- 
tions recognise  in  the  distribution  of  power 
among  thoir  respective  departments,  as  essen- 
tial to  maintain  the  independence  of  each,  but 
which,  to  all  who  will  duly  reflect  on  the  sul»- 
ject,  must  appear  far  more  essential,  for  the 
l^me  object,  in  that  great  and  fundamental 
distribution  of  powers  between  the  states  and 
general  government.  So  essential  is  the  prin- 
ciple, that  to  withhold  the  right  from  either,, 
wnere  the  sovereign  power  is  divideil,  is,  in 
fact,  to  annul  the  division  itself,  and  to  con- 
solidate in  the  one  left  in  the  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  right,  all  of  the  powers  of  Uie 
government ;  for  it  is  not  possible  to  distin- 
guish practically  between  a  government  hav- 
ing all  power,  and  one  having  the  right  to 
take  what  powers  it  pleases.  Nor  does  it  in 
the  least  vary  the  principle,  whether  the  die- 
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tribution  of  powor  be  between  oo-eetates,  as 
in  England,  or  between  distinctly  organized 
bnt  connected  govemments,  as  with  us.  The 
reason  is  the  same  in  both  cases,  while  the 
necessity  is  greater  in  our  case,  as  the  danger 
of  conflict  is  ^eater  where  the  interests  of  a 
society  are  divided  geographically  than  in  any 
other,  as  has  already  been  shown. 

These  truths  dg  seem  to  me  to  be  incontro- 
vertible; and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  any  one,  who  has  maturely  reflected  on 
the  nature  of  our  institutions,  or  who  has  read 
history  or  studied  the  principles  of  free  go- 
vernment to  any  purpose,  can  call  them  in 
question.  The  explanation  must,  it  appears 
to  me,  be  sought  in  the  fact,  that  in  every  free 
state,  there  are  those  who  look  more  to  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  power,  than  guarding 
against  its  abuses.  I  do  not  intend  reproach, 
but  simply  to  state  a  fact  apparently  neces- 
sary to  explain  Xhe  contrariety  of  opinions, 
among  the  intelligent,  where  the  abstract  con- 
i^ideration  of  the  subject  would  seem  scarcely 
to  admit  of  doubt.  If  such  be  the  true  cause, 
I  must  think  the  fear  of  weakening  the  go- 
vernment too  much  in  this  case  to  be  in  a 
great  measure  unfounded,  or  at  least  that  the 
danger  is  much  less  from  that  than  the  oppo< 
nte  side.  I  do  not  deny  that  a  power  of  so 
high  a  nature  may  be  abused  by  a  state,  but 
when  I  reflect  that  the  states  unanimously 
called  the  general  government  into  existence 
witli  all  of  its  powers,  which  they  freely  sur- 
rendered on  their  part,  under  the  oonviction 
that  their  common  peace,  safety,  and  pros- 
perity required  it ;  that  they  are  bound  toge- 
ther by  a  common  origin,  and  the  recollection 
of  common  suffering  and  common  triumph  in 
the  great  and  splendid  achievement  of  their 
independence ;  and  the  strongest  feelinn  of 
our  nature,  and  amon^  them,  the  love  of  na- 
tional power  and  distinction,  are  on  the  side 
of  the  Union ;  it  does  seem  to  me,  that  the 
fear  which  would  strip  the  states  of  their 
sovereignty,  and  degrade  them,  in  fact,  to 
mere  dependent  corporations,  lest  they  should 
abuse  a  right  indispensable  to  the  peaceable 
protection  of  those  interests  which  they  re- 
served under  their  own  peculiar  guardianship 
when  they  created  the  general  government, 
is  unnatural  and  unreasonable.  If  those  who 
voluntarily  created  the  system,  cannot  be 
truHted  to  preserve  it,  what  power  can  ? 

So  far  trom  extreme  danger,  I  hold  that 
there  never  was  a  free  state,  in  which  this 
great  conservative  principle,  indispensable  in 
all.  was  ever  so  safely  lodged.  In  others, 
when  the  co-estates,  representing  the  dis- 
similar and  conflicting  interests  of  the  oom- 
munity,  came  into  contact,  the  only  alternative 
was  compromise,  submission,  or  force.  Not 
^o  in  ours.  Should  the  general  government 
and  a  state  come  into  conflict,  we  have  a 
higher  remedy ;  the  power  which  called  the 
|];enenil  government  into  existence,  which  gave 
it  uf  all  its  authority,  and  can  enlarge,  contract, 
or  abolish  its  powers  at  its  pleasure,  may  be 
invoked.    The  states  thenumTes  may  be  ap- 


pealed to,  three-fourths  of  which,  in  fact,  form 
a  power,  whose  decrees  are  the  constitution 
itself,  and  whose  voice  can  silence  all  discon- 
tent.  The  utmost  extent  then  of  the  power 
is,  that  a  state  acting  in  its  sovereign  capacity, 
as  one  of  the  parties  to  the  constitutional 
compact,  may  compel  the  j^vernment,  created 
by  tnat  compact,  to  submit  a  question  touch- 
ing its  infraction  to  the  parties  who  created 
it ;  to  avoid  the  supposed  dangers  of  which,  it 
is  proposed  to  resort  to  the  novel,  the  haxard- 
ous,  and,  I  must  add,  fatal  project  of  giving 
to  the  general  government  tne  sole  and  finfd 
right  of  interpreting  the  Constitution,  thereby 
reversing  the  whole  system,  making  that  in- 
strument the  creature  of  its  will,  instead  of  a 
rule  of  action  impressed  on  it  at  its  creation, 
and  annihilating  in  fact  the  authority  which 
imposed  it,  and  from  which  the  government 
itself  derives  its  existence.  • 

That  such  would  be  the  result,  were  the 
right  in  question  vested  in  the  legislative  or 
executive  branch  of  the  government,  is  con- 
ceded by  all.  No  one  has  been  so  hardy  as  to 
assert  that  Congress  or  the  President  <)ught 
to  have  the  right,  or  to  dcn^  that,  if  vested 
finally  and  exclusively  in  either,  the  conse- 
quences which  I  have  stated  would  not  neces- 
sarily follow;  but  its  advocates  have  been 
reconciled  to  the  doctrine,  on  the  supposition 
that  there  is  one  department  of  the  general 
government,  which,  m>m  its  peculiar  organi- 
sation, affords  an  independent  tribunal  through 
which  the  government  may  exercise  the  high 
authority  which  is  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion, with  perfect  safety  to  all. 

I  yield,  I  trust,  to  few  in  iny  attachment  to 
the  judiciary  department.  I  am  fully  sen- 
sible'of  its  importance,  and  would  maintain  it 
to  the  fullest  extent  in  its  constitutional  powers 
and  independence;  but  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  believe  that  it  was  ever  intended  by  the 
Constitution,  that  it  should  exercise  the  pnowcr 
in  question,  or  that  it  is .  competent  to  do  so, 
and,  if  it  were,  that  it  would  be  a  safe  depo- 
sitory of  the  power. 

Its  powers  are  judicial  and  not  political, 
and  are  expressly  confined  by  the  Constitution 
**  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under 
this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  UnitedStatcs, 
and  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  its  authority ;''  and  which  I  have  higii 
authority  in  asserting,  excludes  political 
questions,  and  comprehends  those  only  where 
there  are  parties  amenable  to  tlie  process  of 
the  court.*  Nor  is  its  incompetency  Iohs 
clear,  than  its  want  of  constitutional  au- 
thority. There  may  be  many  and  the  uiubt 
dangerous  infractions  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
of  which,  it  is  conceded  by  all,  the  court,  as  a 
judicial  tribunal,  cannot  from  its  nature  take 
cognisance.  The  tariff  itself  is  a  stntng  ca^e 
in  point;  and  the  reason  applies  equally  to 
all  others,  where  Congress  perverts  a  power 
from  an  olject  intended  to  one  not  inteudeil, 

*  I  refer  to  the  authority  of  Chief  Justice  MamhaH  in  tb« 
eaae  of  Jonatben  Rnbhlo^.  I  bare  not  bueu  able  to  rreutx  lo 
tte  ipwBli,  and  ipeak  ftom  id«dm>c^. 
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Ike  most  insidious  and  dangerous  of  all  the 
infimctions;  and  wbieh  may  be  extended  to 
all  of  its  powers,  more  especially  to  the  taxing 
and  appropriating.  Bat  supposing  it  compe- 
tent to  taae  cognisance  of  all  infractions  of 
every  deeeription,  the  insuperable  objection 
soli  remains,  that  it  would  not  be  a  safe  tri- 
bunal to  exercise  the  power  in  question. 

It  is  an  uniyersal  and  fundamental  political 
principle,  that  the  pr^wer  to  protect,  can 
■afely  be  confided  only  to  those  interested  in 
protecting,  or  their  responsible  agents — a 
maxim  not  less  true  in  private  than  in  public 
■ffurs.  The  danger  in  our  system  is,  that 
the  general  government,  which  represents  the 
interests  of  the  whole,  may  encroach  on  the 
states,  which  represent  the  peculiar  and  local 
interests,  or  that  the  latter  may  encroach  on 
the  former. 

In  examining  this  point,  we  ought  not  to 
ibrget  that  the  government,  through  all  of  its 
departments,  judicial  as  well  as  others,  is 
Mlministered  by  delegated  and  responsible 
agents ;  and  that  the  power  which  really  con- 
trols ultimately  all  the  movements,  is  not  in 
the  agents,  but  those  who  elect  or  appoint 
them.  To  understand  then  its  real  character, 
and  what  would  be  the  action  of  the  system 
in  auT  supposable  case,  we  must  raise  our 
view  from  tne  mere'  agents,  to  this  high  con- 
trolling power  which  finally  impels  every 
movement  of  the  machine.  By  doing  so,  we 
shall  find  all  under  the  control  of  the  will  of 
a  majority,  compounded'  of  the  majority  of 
the  states^  taken  as  corporate  bodies,  and  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  states  estimated 
in  ftNleral  numbers.  These  united  constitute 
the  real  and  final  power,  which  impels  and 
directs  the  movements  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  majority  of  the  states  elect  the 
majority  of  the  Senate ;  of  the  people  of  the 
states,  that  of  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
the  two  united,  the  President ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  a  majority  of  the  Senate  appoint  the 
judges,  a  majority  of  whom  and  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  and  tne  House  with  the  President, 
really  exercise  all  of  the  powers  of  the  go- 
vernment with  the  exception  of  the  cases  where 
the  Constitution  requires  a  greater  number 
than  a  majority.  The  judges  are,  in  fact,  as 
truly  the  judicial  representatives  of  this  united 
majority,  as  the  majority  of  Congress  itself,  or 
the  President,  is  its  legislative  or  executive 
representative;  and  to  confide  the  power  to 
the  judiciary  to  determine  finally  and  conclu- 
sively what  powers  are  delegated,  and  what 
reserved,  would  be  in  reality  to  confide  it  to 
the  majority,  whose  agents  they  are,  and  by 
whom  they  can  be  oontrolled  in  various  ways ; 
and,  of  course,  to  subject  (against  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  system,  and  all  sound 
|if>litical  reasoning)  the  reser\'ed  powers  of 
the  states,  with  all  of  the  local  and  peculiar 
interests  they  were  intended  to  protect,  to  the 
will  of  the  very  majority  against  which  the 
jirote^rtion  was  intended.  Nor  will  the  tenure 
by  which  the  jud^s  hold  their  ofiico,  however 
raloable  the  nrovisloa  in  many  other  respects, 


materially  vary  the  case.  Its  highest  possible 
effect  would  l>e  to  retard,  and  not  finally  to 
resist,  the  will  of  a  dominant  majority. 

But  it  is  useless  to  multiply  arguments. 
Were  it  possible  that  reason  could  settle  a 
question  where  the  passions  and  interests  of 
men  are  concerned,  this  point  would  have  been 
long  since  settled  for  ever,  by  the  state  of  Vir- 

finia.  The  report  of  her  legislature,  to  which 
have  already  referred,  has  really,  in  n»y 
opinion,  placea  it  beyond  controversy.  Speak- 
ing in  reference  to  this  subject,  it  says,  "It 
has  been  objected"  (to  the  right  of  a  state  to 
interpose  for  the  protection  of  her  reserved 
rights),  "that  the  judicial  authority  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  sole  expositor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  on  this  subject  it  might  be  observed, 
first,  that  there  may  be  instances  of  usurped 
powers  which  the  forms  of  the  Constitution 
could  never  draw  within  the  control  of  the 
judicial  department ;  secondly,  that  if  the  de- 
cision of  tne  judiciary  be  raised  above  the 
sovereign  parties  to  the  Constitution,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  other  departments,  not  carried 
by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  befi)re  the 
judiciary,  must  be  equally  authoritative  and 
final  with  the  decision  of  that  department. 
But  the  proper  answer  to  the  objection  is,  that 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  relates 
to  those  great  and  extraor<iinary  cases,  in 
which  all  of  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  may 
prove  ineffectual  against  infraction  dangerous 
to  the  essential  rights  of  the  parties  to  it.  The 
resolution  supposes  that  dangerous  powers  not 
delegated,  may  not  only  be  usurped  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  other  departments,  but  that  the 
judicial  department  may  also  exercise  or 
sanction  dangerous  powers,  beyond  the  grant 
of  the  Constitution,  and  conse<iuently  that  the 
ultimate  right  of  the  parties  to  the  Constitu- 
tion to  judge  whether  the  compact  has  been 
dangerously  violated,  must  extend  to  violations 
by  one  delegated  authority,  as  well  as  by 
another — ^by  the  judiciary,  as  well  as  by  the 
executive  or  legislative." 

Against  these  conclusive  arguments,  as 
they  seem  to  me,  it  is  objected,  that  if  one  of 
the  parties  has  the  right  to  judge  of  infractions 
of  the  Constitution,  so  has  the  other,  and  that 
consequently  in  cases  of  contested  powers  be- 
tween a  state  and  the  general  government, 
each  would  have  a  right  to  maintain  its  opi- 
nion, as  is  the  case  when  sovereign  powers 
differ  in  the  construction  of  treaties  or  com- 
pacts, ai\d  that  of  course  it  would  come  to  be 
a  mere  question  of  force.  The  error  is  in  the 
assumption  that  the  general  government  is  a 
party  to  the  constitutional  compact.  The 
states,  as  has  been  shown,  formed  the  com- 
pact, acting  as  sovereign  and  independent 
communities.  The  general  government  is  but 
its  creature ;  and  though  in  reality  a  govern- 
ment with  all  the  rights  and  authority  which 
belong  to  any  other  government,  within  the 
orb  of  its  powers,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  govern- 
ment emanating  from  a  compact  between 
sovereigns,  and  partaking,  in  its  nature  and 
ol^c^t,  of  the  character  of  a  joint  commission, 
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appointfod  to  euperintend  and  administer  the 
intereste  in  which  all  are  jointly  concerned, 
but  having,  beyond  its  proper  sphere,  no  more 
power  than  if  it  did  not  exist.  To  deny  this 
would  be  to  deny  the  most  incontestible  facts, 
and  the  clearest  conclusions ;  while  to  acknow- 
ledge its  truth,  is  to  destroy  utterly  the  objec- 
tion that  the  appeal  would  be  to  force,  in  the 
case  supposed.  Tor  if  each  party  has  a  right 
to  judge,  then,  under  our  system  of  govern- 
luent,  the  final  cognisance  of  a  question  of 
contested  power  would  be  in  the  states,  and 
not  in  the  general  government.  It  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  latter,  as  in  all  similar  cases 
of  a  contest  between  one  or  more  of  the  prin- 
cipals and  a  joint  commission  or  agency,  to 
refer  the  contest  to  the  principals  themselves. 
Such  are  the  jpkun  dictates  of  reason  and  ana- 
logy both.  On  no  sound  principle  can  the 
agents  have  a  right  to  final  cognisance,  as 
against  the  principals,  much  less  to  use  force 
azainst  them,  to  maintain  their  constructiun 
of  their  powers.  Such  a  right  would  be  mon- 
strous ;  and  has  never,  heretofore,  been  claimed 
in  similar  cases. 

That  the  doctrine  is  applicable  to  the  case 
of  a  contested  power  between  the  states  and 
the  general  government,  we  have  the  autho- 
rity not  only  of  reason  and  analogy,  but  of  the 
distinguished  statesman  already  referred  to. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  a  late  period  of  his  life,  after 
long  experience  and  mature  reflection,  says, 
"  With  respect  to  our  state  and  federal  gov- 
ernments, I  do  not  think  their  relations  are 
correctly  understood  by  foreigners.  Thev  sup- 
pose the  former  subordinate  to  the  latter. 
This  is  not  the  case.  They  are  co-ordinate 
departments  of  one  simple  and  integral  whole. 
But  you  may  ask  if  the  two  departments 
should  claim  each  the  same  subject  of  power, 
where  is  the  umpire  to  decide  between  them  ? 
In  cases  of  little  urgency  or  importance,  the 
prudence  of  both  parties  will  keep  them  aloof 
nrom  the  questionable  ground ;  but  if  it  can 
neither  be  avoided  nor  compromised,  a  con- 
vention of  the  states  must  be  called  to  ascribe 
the  doubtful  power  to  that  department  which 
they  may  think  best." — It  is  thus  that  our 
Oonstitution,  by  authorizing  amendments,  and 
by  prescribing  the  authority  and  mode  of 
making  them,  has  by  a  simple  contrivance, 
with  its  characteristic  wisdom,  provided  a 
power  which,  in  the  last  resort,  supersedes 
efibctually  the  necessity  and  even  the  pretext 
for  force ;  a  power  to  which  none  can  fairly 
object;  with  which  the  interests  of^  all  are 
safe ;  which  can  definitely  close  all  controver- 
sies in  the  only  effectual  mode,  by  freeing  the 
compact  of  every  defect  and  uncertainty,  by 
an  amendment  of  the  instrument  itself.  It  is 
impossible  for  human  wisdom,  in  a  system  like 
oars,  to  devise  another  mode  which  shall  be 
safe  and  effectual,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
•istent  with  what  are  the  relations  and  ac- 
knowledged powers  of  the  two  ^reat  depart- 
ments 01  our  government.  It  gives  a  beauty 
and  security  peculiar  to  our  system,  which,  if 
duly  appreciated,  will  traDsmit  its  blessings 


to  the  remotest  generations ;  but,  if  not,  our 
splendid  anticipations  of  the  future  will  prove 
but  an  empty  dream.  Stripped  of  all  its 
covering,  and  the  naked  (j^uestion  is,  whether 
ours  is  a  federal  or  a  consohdated  government  r 
a  constitutional  or  absolute  one ;  a  government 
resting  ultimately  on  the  solid  basis  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  states,  or  on  the  unrestraine<l 
will  of  a  majority ;  a  form  of  government,  as 
in  all  other  unlimited  ones,  in  which  injustice 
and  violence,  and  force,  must  finally  prevail. 
Let  it  never  be  for^ttcn,  that  where  the  ma- 
jority rules,  the  minority  is  the  subject ;  and 
that  if  we  should  absurdly  attribute  to  the 
former  the  exclusive  right  of  construing  the 
Constitution,  there  would  be  in  fact  between 
the  sovereign  and  subject,  under  such  a  ^v- 
ernment,  no  oonstitution ;  or  at  least  nothmg 
deserving  the  name,  or  serving  the  legitimate 
object  otso  sacred  an  instrument 

How  the  states  are  to  exercise  this  high 
power  of  interposition  which  constitutes  so 
essential  a  portion  of  their  reserved  rights  that 
it  cannot  he  delegated  without  an  entire  sur- 
render of  their  sovereignty,  and  oonvefting 
our  system  from  a  federal  into  a  consolidated 
government,  is  a  question  that  the  states  only 
are  competent  to  determine.  The  arguments 
which  prove  that  they  possess  the  power, 
equallv  prove  that  they  afe,  in  the  language 
of  Jefierson,  "the  rightful  judges  of  the  mode 
and  measure  of  redress."  But  the  spirit  of 
forbearance,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  right 
itself,  forbids  a  recourse  to  it,  except  in  cases 
of  dangerous  infractions  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  then  only  in  the  last  resort,  when  all  rea- 
sonable hope  of  relief  from  the  ordinary  action 
of  the  ^vemment  has  failed ;  when,  if  the 
right  to  interpose  did  not  exist,  the  alternative 
would  be  submission  and  oppression  on  one 
side,  or  resistance  by  force  on  the  other.  That 
our  system  should  afford,  in  such  extreme 
cases,  an  intermediate  point  between  these 
dire  alternatives,  by  which  the  government 
may  be  brought  to  a  pause,  and  thereby  an 
interval  obtained  to  compromise  difference*:, 
or,  if  impracticable,  be  compelled  to  submit 
the  question  to  a  constitutional  adjustment, 
through  an  appeal  to  the  states  themselves,  is 
an  evidence  oi  its  high  wisdom ;  an  element 
not,  as  is  supposed  by  some,  of  weakness,  but 
of  strength  ;  not  of  anarchy  or  revolution,  but 
of  peace  and  safety.  Its  general  recognition 
would  of  itself,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  alto- 
gether, supersede  the  necessity  of  its  exercise, 
by  impressing  on  the  movements  of  the  gov- 
ernment that  moderation  and  Justice  so  essen- 
tial to  harmony  and  peace,  in  a  country  of 
such  vast  extent  and  diversity  of  interests  as 
ours ;  and  would,  if  controversy  should  oome, 
turn  the  resentment  of  the  aggrieved  from  the 
system  to  those  who  had  abused  its  powers  (a 
point  all  important),  and  cause  them  to  seek 
redress,  not  m  revolution  or  overthrow,  but  in 
reformation.  It  is,  in  fact,  properly  under- 
stood, a  substitute  where  the  alternative  would 
be  force,  tending  to  prevent,  and  if  that  fails, 
to  correct  peaceably  the  aberrations  to  which 
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in  political  Bjstems  are  liable,  and  which,  if  formed  the  Union,  and  as  such  is  a  manifest 

permitted  to  accumulate,  without  correction,  breach  of  faith,  and  a  violation  of  the  most 

must  finally  end  in  a  general  catastrophe.  solemn  obligations. 

/v_     .      «--  V     1.  Tx      "T««^    mr     r^   ii  (^®  PROPOSED  BY  Mr.  CaLHOUN.) 

Onthe27tliof  Dec.,  1837  Mr.  Calhoun  sul^  5     Resolved,    That  the  intermeddling  of 

miued  to  the  Senate  the  followmg  celebrated  any  state,  or  states,  or  their  citizens,  to  abo- 

Mnes  of  re^lutions :—  list  slavery  in  this  District,  or  in  any  of  the 

pi  ^^""^K  ^e**  ^l.  *^^,  adoption  of  the  territories,  on  the  ground,  or  under  the  pre- 

Federal  ConsUtution,  the  states  adopting  the  text,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  the  pas- 

same,  acted  severally  as  free,  independent,  and  e  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress  with 

siivereim  states,  and  that  each  for  itself,  by  ite  ^i,^^  view,  Vould  be  a  direct  and  dangerous 

own  voluntary  assent,  entered  Uie  Union  with  attack  on  the  institutions  of  all  the  slavchold- 

a  view  to  its  mcreased  security  against  all  i^gr  states 

^Srf^'!?t!?H  Z«^l^,.^^E''Jlt  ^A  (As  AMENDED  ON  MOTION  OF  Mk.  CtAV  OT  Kt.) 

more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of  its  ad-  r     „      i     i     mt    .      i         i      »a.     .        / 

vantages,  natural,  political,  and  social.  ^  ^    Resolved,    That  when   the   District  of 

eTBesulved,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  Columbia  was  ceded  by  the  states  of  Virginia 

of  their  powers  to  be  exercisSi  by  the  federal  ^^  Maryland  to  the  Inited  btates,  domestic 

government,  the   states   retained,  severally,  ?^^«,7  «^»»^*^/  i*^  *>?^^  ^^  **^T  ?^^^*'  '•"''^"m: 

tne  exclusive  and  sole  right  over  their  own  ^°g  ^^^  ^^1^*^,  territory ;  and  that  as  it  stiU 

domestic  institutions  and  twlice,  and  are  alone  contpues  m  both  of  them,  it  could  not  be 

responsible  for  them,  andthat  any  inter  med-  abohshed  within  the  District  without  a  viola- 

dling  of  any  one  or  more  states,  or  a  combina-  *!<>"  ^^  .*^»^^  «^^^!^  ^^»^^  ^^"^'^  ^*«  l™pl»ed  in 

tion  ©f  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institu-  ^«  cession,  and  in  the  acceptance  of  the  terri- 

tionj.  and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground,  *?^y»  "^^''  ""H***«  compensation  i^;ere  made  for 

or  underany  pretext  whatever,  politicalTmoral,  ^^J>  «1»^^'^«'  ^^^^*>"^  J  manifest  infringement 

or  religioui  with  a  view  to  their  alteration  or  if  an  amondment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

mbver.^ion,  is  an  assumption  of  superiority  U'lited  States ;  nor  without  exciting  a  degree 

not  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  insulting  ^^  J"«^  alarm  and  apprehension  in  the  states 

to  the  states  interfered  with,  tending  to  en-  recognising  slavery,  far  transcending  inmis- 

danger  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity,  chieyous  tendemty  any  nossible  benefit  which 

Nibvcrsive  to  the  objects  for  which  the  Coii-  ^^"^'^  ^«  accomplished  by  the  abolition, 

rtitution  was  formei  and,  by  necessary  ccm-  ,   ^"^ »  resolved,  that  any  attempt  of  Congress 

sequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  o  abolish  slavery  m  any  territory  of  the  Uni- 

Union  it<elf  ^^  States  in  which  it  exists,  would  create  se- 

3.   Resoh^d,    That    this  government  was  riousalarmandjustapprehension  in  the  states 

instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several  states  ju»taming  that  domestic  institution,   would 

of  this  Union,  as  a  common  agent,  in  order  to  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  towards  the  m- 

carry  into  effect  the  power  which  they  had  habitants  of  such   territory  who  have   been 


^.  — „  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  government  ^'^^^  lui  _mv  umuinuii  ui  oiuv^i  j  tuci^ 

is  bound  to  to  exercise  its  powers  ^  to  give,  as  because  that,  when  any  such  territory  shall  be 

tar  as  may  be  practicable  increased  stability  ffi»n>tted  into  the  union  as  a  state,  the  people 

and  security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  *^<^«l^^  ^^^^  ^>«,  «"t*^l^^  ^  ^««^^«  *^^  ^''''^ 

the  sutes  that  compose  the  Union,  and  that  it  ^»*^"  ^^^  themselves. 

is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  government  to  resist  %,     ^r      .     i.^i.              i  ^     ^  -i         ^  ^^ 

all  attempts,  by  bne  portion  of  the  Union,  to  ^V*  ^?«""»«  ,^^  ^^>^  moved  to  strike  out  the 

use  it  as  L  instnime^  to  attack  the  domestic  ^^''J.^     ""^^L  ^""^  religious     in  the  first  re- 

institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  des-  «oi"tion.  which  motion  was  rejected  by 

truv  such  institutions.  «^i?*'"  m*^*    J*^'*?*'   p  M*f  °"p  ^'f^*'^'  «.^^*> 

Kesolved,    That    domestic    slavery,  as  it  inJ  ,  Jkiuthnnl,  Swin.  Tipton,  aud  WebsUr— u. 

exists  in  the  Southern  and  Western  states  of  natb— Miwrs.  Alien,  Bi«ok.  Brt>wn.  Caiboun,  ci«t  of 

♦1.:-    I^«:««.     ^^.^.^  v«^„   ««    l^^^^^^t^   -.«-*    ^c  Al*.,  Cliiy  of  Ky.,Cuthbert  Fulton,  Hubbard,  KlnfcKnljrht, 

this  Lmon,  composes  an  impyortant  part  of  ,^|„„^  Limpkin;  Lvou,  Nichoiam  Niieis  Norreii,  Pierw. 

their     domestic     institutions,    inherited    from  Pre»«ton,  IUvt*»i.  nonno.  RoWnson,  Jy'vler,  Smith  of  Ouno^ 

their  ancestors,  and  existing  at  the  adoption  atning«^\Vaiker.  Waiu  White,  wiiiianus  Wright,  and 

of  the  Constitution,  by  whicSi  it  is  recognised  ^ij^  ^^^  resolution  was  finally  adopted  by 

as  constituting  an  essential  element  m  the  i  follows  • j        f-         • 

distribution  of  ite  powers  among  the  states,  ^                  ^  „      .^  «.  '     ,„.     «         ,„  r^ 

m^A  4U^*  «rv  «k*«««^  «^;..:^.»  «- r«Ai:««    ^Ji  YiA8.—Me«mL  Allen  of  0..  Black  of  Mkw..  Brown  of  N.C^ 

^d  that  no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  Buchanan  of  Pa..  OUhoun  of  S.  C,  Clay  of  Ala.,  aay  of  Ky, 


the  view  to  ite  overthrow,  and  that  all  such  RoWn^wi  of  in.,  Rnggie*  cf  m©..  Seji^  of  ^ju  teuth  or 

.M.^V.  «.^  :«  ».«»:r^o«^  «;  J„*:^«  ^r  *V,«  »«.,4..,»1  Conn.,  StrauKe  of  N.  C,  Walker  of  MIm.,  White  of  Ind, 

attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual  winuint  of  M^  Wright  of  n.  y.,  and  Young  of  111.-31. 

and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  natb.— Mesuw.  Bajard  of  Del.,  Oayton  of  Del.,  Davi*  of 

tMkkmr  irivfkn   Viv  thfl  Hfiifi>fi  rPannnfivAlv    on  <»n-  ^ana..  Knight  of  R,  I.,  Morris  of  0.,  PrenUaof  VU  Robbinf 

aiCMr  ^\en  ny  tne  states  respectively,  on  en-  ^^  ^  j^  g^,^^  „^  j,^^  soothani  of  n.  j,  SwMt  of  vi.  Tip 

unng  into  the  constitutional  compact,  which  ton  ot  ind.,  WaU  of  N.  J^  sad  WcMar  or  ~ 
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All  the  senators  wao  voted  for  the  first 
Tesolation  voted  for  the  second,  except  Messrs. 
MciCean,  Robinson  and  lluggles.  Messrs. 
Clayton  and  Spence,  who  did  not  vote  for  the 
first  resolution,  voted  for  the  second. 

The  negative  vote  on  the  second  resolution 
was  as  follows : — 

Mf  flsn.  DariH,  Morria.  Prentit^,  Smith  of  Iim].,  Southard, 
B«m,  TiptoD,  Wall,  and  W«h«ter.--0. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  third  reso- 
lution was  as  follows : — 

Yka8— Me»n.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brovn,  Bnrhanan, 
Oalboun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Ciithlxtrt,  Fulttm,  Hubbard.  Klntr. 
linn,  Lnmpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nlohulat.  Mlea,  Nonrell, 
IMaroe,  Preston,  RircH,  Ttoane.  UobinAon,  HeTier,  Smith  of 
Conn.,  Strange,  Walker,  White,  Williama,  Wright,  and 
Toung.— 31. 

Nats. — Meaiirs.  Bayard,  Clnyton.  DaTifi,  McKean,  Morris. 
Prpntlsa,  Rugjsles,  Bmith  of  ImU  Swill,  Tipton,  and  Webeter. 
—11. 

The  affirmative  vote  on  the  fourth  resolution 
was  the  same  as  on  the  third,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Messrs.  Linn  and  Merrick,  who  did 
not  vote  on  this,  and  with  the  addition  of 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Critton- 
den«  and  Qrundy. 

The  negative  vote  was  as  follows : — 

HeMTt.  McKean,  Morris,  Prentiw,  Smith  of  Ind.,  and 
Swift.— 6. 

The  affirmative  vote  on  the  final  adoption  of 
the  fifth  resolution,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Clay, 
was  the  same  as  that  on  the  fourth  resolution, 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Talmiidge  and 
Tipton. 

The  negative  vote  was  as  follows : — 

Mean's.  DavU,  Knifcht.  McKean,  Morri.i,  I?rentiM,  Smith 
of  Ind.,  Swift,  and  Wehcter.— 8. 

The  vote  in  favor  of  the  last  resolution 
drawn  up  by  Clay,  was  the  same  as  that  in 
favor  of  tne  fifth,  with  the  exception  of  Messrs. 
Clayton  and  Talmadge,  and  the  addition  of 
Mr.  Merrick. 

Nats.— Memrs.  Clayton.  Darin,  Knifrbt,  McKean,  Prentiss, 
Sobbins,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Swin,  sud  Webster.— 9. 

Extract  from  Calhoun's  Discourse  on  the 
co.vstitution  and  government  of  the 
United  States. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  impression,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  is  a  govern- 
ment based  simply  <m  population ;  that  num- 
bers are  its  only  element,  and  a  numerical 
majority  its  only  controlling  power.  In  brief, 
that  it  IS  an  absolute  democracv.  No  opinion 
can  be  more  erroneous.  So  far  from  being 
true,  it  isy  in  all  the  aspects  in  which  it  can  be 
regarded,  pre-eminently  a  government  of  the 
concurrent  majority ;  with  an  organization 
more  complex  and  rofinod,  indeed,  but  far 
better  calculated  to  express  the  sense  of  the 
whole,  (in  the  only  mode  by  which  this  can  be 
fully  and  truly  done — to  wit,  by  ascertaining 
the  sense  of  all  its  parts)  than  any  government 
ever  formed,  ancient  or  modern.  Instead  of 
population,  mere  numl>ers  being  the  sole  ele- 
ment, the  numerical  majority  is,  strictly  spoak- 
ing,  excluded,  even  as  one  of  its  olements ;  as 
I  shall  pn>ceed  to  estalilinh,  by  an  appeal  to 
figures;  })Oginning  with  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  regarded  as  the  fundamental  law 
wJuob  ordaiued  and  established  the  govern- 


ment ;  and  closing  with  the  organization  of 
the  government  itself,  regarded  as  the  agent  rtr 
trustee  to  carry  its  powers  into  effect. 

I  shall  pass  by  the  Annapolis  convention,  on 
whose  application  the  convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  was  called ;  because  it  was  a 
partial  and  informal  meeting  of  delegates  {nnw 
a  few  states  ;  and  commence  with  the  Congre>s 
of  the  Confederation,  by  whom  it  was  autliori- 
tatively  called.  That  Congress  derived  its 
authority  from  the  Articles  of  Confederation  : 
and  these,  from  the  unanimous  agreement  of 
all  the  states;— and  not  from  the  numerienl 
majority,  either  of  the  several  states,  or  of  their 
population.  It  voted,  as  has  been  stated,  by 
delegations ;  each  counting  one.  A  majority 
of  each  delegation,  with  a  few  important  ex- 
ceptions, decided  the  vote  of  its  respective 
state.  Each  state,  without  reg:ard  to  popula- 
tion, had  thus  an  equal  vote.  The  confederacy 
consisted  of  thirteen  states ;  and,  of  course,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  seven  of  the  smallest, 
as  well  as  the  largest,  to  defeat  the  call  of  the 
convention  ;  and,  by  consequence,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution. 

But  by  the  first  cenuus  taken  in  1790 — three 
years  after  the  call — the  nopulation  of  the 
United  States  amounted  to  3,^94,563,  estimated 
in  federal  numbers.  Assuming  this  to  have 
been  the  whole  amount  of  its  population  at 
the  time  of  the  call,  (which  can  cause  no  mate- 
rial error,)  the  population  of  the  seven  small- 
est states  was  959,801 ;  or  less  than  one-third 
of  the  whole ;  so  that,  loss  than  one-third  of 
the  population  could  have  defeated  the  call  of 
the  convention. 

The  convention  voted,  in  like  manner,  by 
states  ;  and  it  requiretl  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  the  delegations  present,  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure. There  were  twelve  states  represented, — 
Rhode  Island  being  absent ; — so  that  the  votes 
of  seven  delegations  were  required ;  and,  of 
course,  less  than  one-third  of  the  population 
of  the  whole  could  have  defeated  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution. 

The  plan,  when  adopted  by  the  convention, 
had  again  to  be  submitted  to  Congress, — and  to 
receive  its  sanction,  before  it  could  be  submitted 
to  the  several  states  for  their  approval, — a  n<v. 
cessary  preliminary  to  its  final  reference  to  the 
conventions  (»f  the  people  of  the  several  states 
for  their  ratification.  It  had  thus,  of  course,  to 
pass  again  the  ordeal  of  Congress ;  when  the 
delegations  of  seven  of  the  smallest  states,  repre- 
senting less  than  one-third  of  the  population, 
could  again  have  defeated,  by  refusing  to  sub- 
mit it  for  their  consideration.  And,  stronger 
still ; — when  submitted,  it  required  by  an  ex- 
press provision,  tho  concurrence  of  nine  of  the 
thirteen,  to  establish  it  l>ctween  the  States  rati- 
fying it ;  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  four 
strttes,  the  sniallest  as  well  as  the  larjje.st,  to 
rejei^t  it.  Tlie  four  smallest,  to  wit.  Dela- 
ware. Rhode  lslun«l,  Oe^)r;ria  and  New  Hamp- 
sliire.  conlJiifHMl.  by  the  renKus  of  1790,  a  fede- 
ral-popuh\ti<.»n  of  only  ;U0/.)4S :  but  a  little 
more  than  one-ele\«»ntii  of  tin*  whole ;  but  as 
incimsiderablo  as  was  their  population,  thejr 
could  have  defeated  it,  by  preventing  its  rau- 
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lettion.  It  thus  appears,  that  the  numerical 
ouyority  of  the  population  had  no  agency  what- 
erer  in  the  process  of  forming  and  adopting 
she  Constitution  ;  and  that  neither  this,  nor  a 
maiority  of  the  states,  constituted  an  element 
in  Its  ratification  and  adoption. 

In  the  provision  for  its  amendment,  it  pre- 
KTibes,  as  has  been  stated,  two  modes  ;-— one, 
hy  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress ; 
and  tbe  other,  by  a  convention  of  delegates 
from  the  states,  called  by  Congress,  on  the 
ap|>lication  of  two-thirds  of  their  rosnective 
l^islatures.  But,  in  neither  case  can  tne  pro- 
posed amendment  become  a  part  of  the  Con- 
•titotion,  unless  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of 
three-fuarths  of  the  states,  or  by  conventions 
of  the  people  of  three-fourths, — as  Congress 
may  prescribe  ;  so  that,  in  the  one,  it  requires 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  states  to  pro- 
pose amendments, — and,  in  both  cases,  of  three- 
fourths  to  adopt  and  ratify  them,  before  they 
can  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

As  there  are,  at  present,  thirty  states  in  the 
Unipn,  it  will  take  twenty  to  propose,  and,  of 
coarse,  would  require  but  eleven  to  defeat,  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  ;  or, 
nineteen  votes  in  the  Senate, — if  it  should  origi- 
nate in  Confess — and  the  votes  of  eleven  legis- 
latures, if  it  should  be  to  call  a  convention. 
By  the  census  of  1840,  the  federal  population 
of  all  the  states, — includiitg  the  three  which 
were  then  territories,  but  which  have  since 
become  states, — was  1G,Q77,604.  To  this, 
add  Texas,  since  admitted,  say  110,000 ; — 
making  the  aggregate  16,187,604.  Of  this 
amount,  the  eleven  smallest  states  (Vermont 
being  the  largest  of  the  number)  contained  a 
federal  population  of  but  1,638,521 ;  and  yet 
ther  can  prevent  tlie  other  nineteen  states, 
with  a  federal  population  of  14,540,082,  from 
even  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion: while  the  twenty  smallest,  (of  which 
Uaine  is  the  largest),  with  a  federal  population 
of  3,526,811,  can  compel  Congress  to  call  a 
convention  to  propose  amendments,  against 
the  united  votes  of  the  other  ten,  with  a  fede- 
ral population  of  12,660,793.  Thus,  while 
less  than  one-eighth  of  the  population  may, 
in  the  one  case,  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  constitution, — loss  than 
one-fourth  can,  in  the  other,  adopt  it. 

But^  striking  as  are  these  results,  the  pro- 
teaSf  when  examined  with  reference  to  the  rati- 
fication of  proposals  to  amend,  will  present 
others  still  more  so.  Here  the  consent  ot  three- 
fourths  of  the  states  is  required ;  wliich,  with 
the  present  number,  would  make  the  concur- 
rence of  twenty-three  states  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  act  of  ratification  ;  and,  of  course, 
puts  it  in  the  power  of  any  eight  states  to  de- 
feat a  proposal  to  amend.  The  federal  popular 
tion  of  the  eight  smallest  is  but  776,909 ;  and  yet, 
■mall  as  this  is,  tiiey  can  prevent  amendments, 
against  the  united  votes  of  the  other  twenty- two, 
with  a  federal  population  of  15,410,635,  or 
nearly  twenty  times  their  number.  But 
while  so  small  a  portion  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion can  prevent  an  amendment,  twenty-tnree  of 
the  amaljatt  states,  with  a  federal  nonulation 


of  only  7,254,400— can  amend  the  Constitu 
tion,  against  the  united  votes  of  the  other  seven, 
with  a  federal  nopulation  of  8.933,204.  So 
that  a  numerical  minority  of  the  population 
can  amend  the  Constitution,  against  a  decided 
numerical  majority ;  when,  at  the  same  time, 
one-nineteenth  of  the  population  can  prevent 
the  other  eighteenpnineteonths  from  amending 
it.  And  more  than  this :  any  one  state,  Dela- 
ware for  instance,  with  a  federal  population 
of  only  77,043, — can  prevent  the  other  twenty- 
nine  states,  with  a  federal  population  of 
16,110,561,  from  so  amending  the  Constitution 
as  to  deprive  the  states  of  an  equality  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate. 

To  complete  the  picture : — sixteen  of  the 
smallest  states, — that  is,  a  majority  of  them 
with  a  population  of  only  3,411,672, — a  littie 
more  than  one-fifth  of  tlie  whole, — can,  in 
effect,  destroy  the  government  and  dissolve 
the  Union,  hy  simply  declining  to  appoint 
senators ;  against  the  united  voice  of  the 
other  fourteen  states,  with  a  population  of 
12,775,932 ;— being  but  little  less  than  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole. 

These  results,  resting  on  calculations  which 
exclude  dou))t,  incontcitably  prove,  not  only 
that  the  authority  which  formed,  ratified,  and 
even  amended  the  Constitution,  regulates  en- 
tirely the  numerical  majority,  as  one  of  its 
elements, — but  furnish  additional  and  conclu- 
sive proof,  if  additional  were  needed,  that  ours 
is  a  federal  government ; — a  government  made 
by  the  several  states  ;  and  that  states,  and  not 
individuals,  are  its  constituents.  The  states, 
throughout  in  forming,  ratifying,  and  amend- 
ing the  constitution,  act  as  equals,  without 
reference  to  population. 


California. 

Admission  of.    Sec  Compromise  Measures. 


Camthers,  Samuel^  of  Mlssonri. 

Extracts  from  Letter  of. 

*  *  *  To  my  Constituents :  I  said  then, 
speaking  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  that — 

"  I  will  not  paoKe  long  to  dwell  upon  its  party  effect;  for. 
in  my  Judgment,  the  qutwtlonH  itivolve^i  oTcrride  all  party 
consideratibiiR.  It  \»  true,  thiit  bill  U  prcHnnt^d  to  uh  aa  an 
administration  meairarc.  It  U  true  that  I  am  here  a*  a 
Whig;  bat  I  am  not  here  to  give  this  administration  a 
lHctiou«  oppofiition.  I  am  not  here  to  oppose  any  mi'ai'ur* 
brought  forward  by  it,  merely  biHjan'>e  it  in  broncht  forwanJ 
by  it  I  am  here,  ancommitted  to  a  blind  oppo^iition  or  a 
blind  support  to  follow  to  the  end  the  Oictat4>s  of  my  own 
Jndinnent  and  oonwience,  and  the  will  of  tho»«f  who  sent  mv. 

**ln  this  Instance  I  beliere  the  atlniinistnition  hat  talieu 
high  national  ground :  that  it  has  planted  its«>1f  u|)on  a  great 
American  principle — ^tbo  principle  of  self-!rovornment :  n 
principle  inrolred  in  none  of  our  party  iwuex ;  a  priiiHp'e 
dearer  than  any  party  considerations:  a  principle  upon  which 
all  sound,  nati(»na]  men  of  all  partie<i  may  meet  and  stand, 
as  upon  ground  alike  cherished  and  alike  dear.  It  waM  Ibis 
principle  ingrafted  in  the  compromises  of  18M,  that  com* 
mended  them  so  warmly  to  the  American  heart ;  it  was  this 
principle  which  was  ratified  by  both  parties  in  their  conven- 
Uons  at  Baltimore,  and  it  Is  for  thin  principle  T  speak  to-day. 

**  Sir,  this  is  no  war  between  the  administration  and  its 
opponents — no  war  between  >Vhlg>(  and  Democrats  as  such ; 
but.  disguiw  it  as  you  may.  it  is  a  war  between  fn>c-so{li«m 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  self^rem- 
ment  on  the  other.** 

Upon  these  declarations  I  went  into  the  can- 
vaas.    I  was  elected  then,  deolaria^  tbfti  th* 
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priiKnples  of  the  Kaaaafr-Nebraska  bill  "were 
dearer  than  any  jMurty  considerations" — "  a 
principle  upon  which  all  eood  men  of  all 
parties  mi^ht  meet  and  stand,  as  upon  ground 
alike  cherished  and  alike  dear;"  that  they 
''overrode  all  party  considerations."  Being 
thus  elected,  when  I  came  to  cast  my  first  vote 
for  Speller,  I  found  that  nei^er  the  "South 
Americans/'  nor  the  Black  Republicans,  had 
laid  down  any  platform — ^they  were  fighting 
shy,  running  witn  a  margin.  The  Democrats 
had  a  platform,  and  it  was  this : — 

**  Rewired.  That  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Hoam 
of  Representatirea,  tbougli  In  a  temporary  miooritT  in  thia 
bodj,  deem  this  a  fit  occasion  to  tender  to  their  fi;lk>w<citi- 
W6UB  of  the  whole  Union  their  heart-felt  oongratulationa  on 
the  triumph  in  the  recent  elections  in  seTeriu  of  ttie  North- 
am,  Eastern,  and  Weatem,  aa  well  aa  Southern  Statea,  of 
tba  principles  of  the  Kansaa-Nehraaka  bill,  and  the  doctrinek 
of  df  il  and  religioua  lihertr.  which  have  been  so  violently 
aasaOed  by  a  secret  political  onler  known  aa  the  Know  No- 
thlof  party.  And,  though  in  a  minority,  we  hold  it  to  be 
our  highest  duty  to  preserve  our  organisation,  and  continue 
our  efforts  in  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  thoae  prind- 
plan,  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  every  section  and  every 
dasB  of  dtisens,  against  their  opponents  of  everv  descrip- 
tion, whether  the  so-called  Republicans,  Know-Nothiugs, 
or  FutumitU ;  and  to  this  end  we  look  with  ooulidonoe  to 
the  support  and  approbation  of  all  good  and  true  men — 
ftiends  of  the  Constitution  and  Union  throughout  thepoun- 
t»y» 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  only  two 
planks  in  this  platform.  The  one,  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill — 
the  very  principles  upon  which  I  was  re-elect- 
ed— and  the  other  against  the  proscriptiveness 
of  Know  Nothingism.  Bear  in  mina  the  fact, 
that,  when  I  was  elected,  there  were  no  Know 
Nothings  in  my  district — that  I  was  not  one. 
And  now,  may  I  not  ask,  if  there  is  a  single 
honest  and  intelligent  man  in  my  district 
who  believes  that  I  have  "abandoned  the 
principles  upon  which  I  was  elected  ?"  Or  if, 
in  view  of  these  facts,  there  is  anv  one,  but  an 
intentional  calumniator,  who  will  ever  again 
assert  it  ? 

Again :  It  is  said  that  I  should  have  voted 
for  Henry  M.  Fuller  for  Speaker — that  he  was 
a  good  enough  pro-slavery  man  (for  Kennett, 
Lindlcy,  and  Porter,  voted  for  him);  and, 
therefore,  "some  wise  political  teachers"  argue 
that  he  is  sound  enough  for  me  I  It  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  this  argument,  if  argument  it 
may  be  called,  that  Bennett,  Linaley,  and 
Porter,  act  upon  their  own  judgments,  under 
their  own  responsibilities.  I  act  upon  my 
judgment,  under  my  responsibility. 

In  a  speech  delivered  by  me,  on  the  9th  day 
of  January  last,  in  the  Ilouse,  I  took  up  the 
record  of  this  Mr.  Fuller.  I  showed  that  he 
had  voted  for  Mr.  Pennington,  who  had  favor- 
ed a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  House, 
to  allow  Mr.  Elliott  to  introduce  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  who  had  voted 
tor  both  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Banks 
of  MaHs.,  for  Speaker  of  the  present  Congress. 
I  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had,  in 
reply  to  a  question  put  hj  Mr.  Sage  of  N.  Y., 
said  that,  "if  the  Missouri  compromise  can  be 
restored,  I  would  most  certainlv  be  in  favor  of 
its  restoration ;  but,  in  view  oi  the  difficulties 
which  surround  that  question,  and  must  defeat 


your  efforts,  I  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  the 
agitation  of  that  question." 

It  was  upon  this  declaration  he  stood  when 
I  made  that  speech.  I  give  you  the  extract 
in  his  own  words,  to  show  that  I  did  him  no 
injubtice.  On  the  17th  day  of  Jan.  he  had 
occasion  to  define  his  position  again  ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  his  "  back-bone"  having  been 
strengthened  by  the  influence  of  some  of  his 
southern  supporters,  he  was  worked  up  to  the 
point  of  declaring  that  "  0on?re8s  has  nc  con- 
stitutional power  either  to  legislate  slavery 
into,  or  exclude  it  from,  a  territory." 

On  one  day,  during  the  present  session,  he 
tells  us  "if  tlie  Missouri  compromise  line  can 
be  restored,  he  would  most  certfdnly  be  in 
favor  of  its  restoration ;  and  on  another  day, 
during  the  same  session,  he  tells  us  that  the 
whole  thing  is  unconstitutional  I — ^that  Con- 
gress has  "no  power  to  exclude  slavery!" 
Still,  if  he  could,  he  would  restore  this  un- 
constitutional restriction  I  I  leave  it  to  his 
admirers  and  supporters  to  reconcile  and 
harmonize  these  declarations ;  I  freely  admit 
my  incapacity. 

But  he  gets  further  down  South  than  I  go— 
for  he  is  a  fast  traveller  when  he  does  start. 
He  says,  "  neither  has  the  Territorial  Lepsla^ 
ture,  in  my  judgment,  any  right  to  legislate 
upon  that  subject,  except  so  for  as  may  be 
necessary  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  terri- 
tory in  the  enjoyment  of  their  property."  This 
is  the  extreme  ground  of  the  nre-eaters.  I 
believe  that,  under  the  powers  conferred  by 
the  organic  act  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska^  "  to 
regulate  their  own  domestic  concerns,"  they 
may  either  establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  just 
as  they  think  proper. 

Again :  he  says  in  his  last  speech,  in  answer 
to  the  interrogatory,  whether  he  believed  the 
Wilmot  proviso  constitutional  ? — 

**  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Congreaa  of  18S0,  and  hara 
noTer  been  called  on  to  either  aflirm  or  deny  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Wilmot  proviso."  ♦  •  •  •*  My  potitlral 
existence  oommenoMl  since  that  flood;  and  havinjc  oeTur 
taken  any  public  position,  I  am  willing,  in  all  firankneaa 
and  candor,  to  do  so  now.'' 

I  will  show  you  that  his  memory  is  as  obli- 
vious as  his  sudden  conversion  is  marvelous. 
This  same  Henry  M.  Fuller,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1849,  wrote  a  letter  to  B.  F.  Saxton-  - 
a  letter  from  which  the  following  are  extracts : 


**  You  state  in  your  letter,  that  the  Free-SoUers  will  hold 
a  convention  at  Hyde-Parke,  on  thp  30th  inst.  There  Is  a 
nretty  strong  probability  that  I  will  be  in  the  field  Ibr  Osoal 
Com 


immissioner,  and  it  would  certainly  aid  my  prospects  Tery 
materially  to  receive  a  nominaUou  from  your  party."* 

*  It  is  due'to  Mr.  Fuller  to  publ'iih  the  followinir,  which 
he  alleges  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  of  which  tha  abova 
purports  to  be  an  extract : — 

"Wilkesbarre,  August  18, 1840. 

**yiy  Dear  Sir:— Tour  fkvor  of  16th  Instant  was  duly 
reeelved.  aAd  the  matter  of  Mr.  Hackley  shall  have  imme- 
diate attention.  I  will  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days.  Let 
us  have  a  little  private  talk  on  the  subject  of  our  State 
elecUon.  You  state  that  a  Freesoll  convention  will  meet  at 
Hyde  I^rk  on  the  SOth  instant,  and  that  yon  will  attend  as 
a  delegate.  The  Whig  convention  met  at  Harrisburg  dav 
before  yesterday.  We  have  received  no  intelligence  yet, 
but  will  this  evening  or  in  the  morning.  My  Arleuds  lierv 
are  confident  of  my  nomination.  I  bave  nwlly  very  littla 
filling  nn  the  sulitjcct  The  offlre  In  not  to  my  liking— still, 
if  iiomiuated,  I  shnli  d«>.«lr»  an  eU^tion.  If  your  friends 
should  perHist  in  maintaining  a  distinct  wganisatJon,  aiul 
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He  had  not  th«a  this  holy  horror  of  a  '*  wild  Aj,  "  the  earliest  practical  aholition  of  sh^ 

hunt  after  ofBce"  denounced  by  his  brethren  very."    Look  at  it  I    For  **  free  soil ;"  "  op- 

in  Philadelphia.    Oh,  no  I    It  would  "  very  posed  to  tlie  extension  of  slavery ;"  in  favor 

materially  aid  his  prospects"  to  get  a  noniina-  of  its  '*  earliest  practical  abolition  ;"  intriguinji; 

tion  from  a  regular  free-soil  convention  ;  and  for  the  nomination  of  a  Free-Soil  convention ; 

as  it  would  aid  those  prospects,  he  wanted  it ;  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  when  the  final  vote 

and  had  good  reasons  to  give  why  he  should  for  Speaker  came — ^the  last  vote — ^the  vote 

have  it.     Hear  him :  which  "  tried  the  souls  of  men,"  the  vote  wliich 

•^  I  an  In  feror  of  free  MO,  free  upeeeh,  free  labor,  and  was  to  determine  whether  Banks,  the  political 

ihw  mm ;  being  a  Wiimot  ProTiao  man  up  to  Um  hub,  and  Abolitionist,  the  Black  Republican,  the  North- 

-tt^ly  oppoeed  to  the  extenakm  of  .UTery."  ^^  j^now  Nothing,  the  "  Union-sliding,"  the 

He  was  up  to  the  hub  in  free-soil  when  he  "absorption"  Banks,  should  be  elected  Speaker 

wanted  a  free-eoil  nomination ;   and  I  have  of  the  American  Ilouse  of  Representatives,  or 

oever  heard  of  his  prixing  out  until  he  wanted  that  accomplished  gentleman  and  sound,  na- 

the  votes  of  sound  national  men  for  the  speak-  tional,  and  conservative  man.  Governor  Wil- 

ership.    He  goes  on :  Mean.  Aiken ;  he,  under  the  flimsy  and  miser- 

"The  mattiT  will  require  prudent  Bunagement,  and  I  able  pretext  of  having  paired  of  with  a  man 

kixnrof  no  man  who  can  acoompU^h  it  better  than  your-  ...u^    ^«,«»     w.^a^n^.     lwL:»<.    «.««««««'     u:,»<.»ii> 

•.If.    U  would  be  bad  policy  to ^Iltempt  It  without kcer-  Y,      Y^    f\^.^^^    °^^^S    present    himSclf, 

tainty  of  socrees.    Consult  with  our  mutual  frienda,  Hack-  dodged,  and  did  not  VOte  at  all  I 

ley  aad  Johni«n.  and  write  me  loon.  And  now  with  his  reoord  fairly  before  you, 

**  loors  truly,                   HsmT  BL  fcllie.''  ixj                .1.          ••!             "^i'i^t*^ 

-.       .,                 V,    ^        XI.     loxi-  J        i>  elected  upon  the  principles  on  which  I  was 

a  Thus  It  appears,  that  on  the  18th  day  of  elected,  I  submit  it  to  your  candor,  if  I  would 

Aug.,  1849,  he  was  a     Wdmot  proviso  man  j,^^  y.^^^  exposed  myself  to  the  just  scorn  and 

np  to  the  hub,    and  on  the  1  <  th  day  of  Jan.,  contempt  of  every  good  man  of  my  district,  of 

IJ^,  he  declares  "  that  he  never  took  any  J^     jf  I  ^^  ^^^^d  for  Henry  M.  Ful- 

imblic  position  on  the  subject  of  slavery^'-that  ie/?^i  ^oted  for  William  A.  Richirdson  of 

his  "pobtical  existence  commenc^smce  that  mi^^^^^    j  y^^^  j^j^     I  ^^^  g^^ved  with 

flood  !^      I  wdl  comment  no  further  on  this  him  in  the  last  Congress.    I  knew  him  to  be 

^f*^*       ,1      ,                        J.J  X     /•              1  the  very  soul  of  honor.    A  man  whose  **  word 

Mr.  Fuller  became  a  candidate  for  canal  ^^s  as  good  as  his  bond ;"  a  man  whose  large 

ximmissioner,  and,  while  a  caiididate,  made  ^eart  could  take  all  the  Union  into  its  affiSh 

speeches;  among  others  one  m  Allegheny  city,  tions ;  a  man  who  was  all  seamed  with  scars 

reported  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette,  then  a  received  in  battles  for  the  rights  of  the  South  ; 

VThig  paper,  and  then  supporting  Mr.  FuUer.  „  „«„  who  had  been  nasaSd  around  bv  the 


B*  m  oarK  »Du  damning  Htain  upon  meir  e^cuicoeoa/     "    "^         u"!  xj  "^        ilm  i/»a*    • 

Lrt  us  My  to  th«  proud  wares  of  sUvery,  as  they  beat    WnO  nas  StOOO  UnmOVed  While  mau  tanatlClSm 

afriust  the  )4irrk>rs  of  freedom,  'Thus  far  »hait  thou  go,   poured  its  vials  of  wrath  upon  luH  hcad ;  a  maik 


no  further.'    L*«t  w  give  our  Unds  free,  In  every  sense        u^  hrPMt^d  thp  «torm  in  "  its  wildojit  rapinou'' 

of  Uie  word,  to  our  citirens  and  to  the  poor  and  oppressed  V     ^\®***^^  "*®  Siorm  in     118  WUacsiragingS 

of  other  nati<>o*i."   •  •   •   **  As  lords  of  freedom,  we  bad  after  the  passago  of  the  Kansas-^  ebraska  bill ; 

a  duly  to  perfynn  t»  the  South.   If  *  Of  do  it  with  a  proper  the  man  who  bid  them  a  proud  and  bold  defi- 

recmnl  to  our  friends  there,  but  let  us  insist  on  the  earliest  xi.        ^   ^  1  ^  i_  * 

practical  abolition  of  sUrery."*  SLiice  ;  the  statesman  wbo  was  our  champion 
and  leader  through  all  the  great  struggle  upon 

make  a  separate  nomination,  as  has  been  suggested.  It  will  that  bill ;  the  Statesman  who  had  counselled 

tZiiil'^i  l^l^U^l^J^lS^LS^A.i'^^^^^  ^«  ^^•ie'^ds  in  tl^e  North  to  " stand  and  brave 

election.    I  beHeve  you  are  so,  ana  would  suggest  therefore  .,      «  ...        .  n'      i  •         »j  al  1.      /•  11 

that  yon  prerail  upon  your  friends  to  make  no  nomination,  tlie  lire  WltnOUt  flinching  ;     the  man  WhO,  lUU 

Bow  this  Is  to  be  acoompllnhed  you  will  h»t  understand —  

Bsrhapa  by  reeolution;  consult  witti  our  mutual  friends,  gainst  me,  which  is,  that  on  the  29th  day  of  September, 

yamham  and  Hackley— they  are  both  subsUnUal,  seorible  i§49,  i  made  a  speech  in  Allegheny  Cil  v.  In  which  T  declared 

men.  and  competent  to  adrlse  In  the  matter.  Onthesul^ert  that  It  was  the  duty  of  Northern  m^n  "to  Insist  on  the 

of  FreeimO.  I  bdlere  nnr  people  here  and  everywhere  are  In  earliest  practicml  abolition  of  slarery."    I  deny  the  utter- 

Caror  of  fn^  labor  and  free  men.    I  certainly  am  opposed  j^jce  of  any  such  sentiment    The  tacts  are  these :  I  wag 

to  extending  idarery,  and  desire  whatever  can  rightly  be  then  a  candidatt:  for  canal  commii**.|oi»er,  and  did  addrev  a 

done  to  re.*train  or  ameltorate  it  should  be  done.  meeUng  In  that  dty  at  the  time  Htated.    I  remember  it  wett. 

-  It  b>  an  exciting  question.  calcnUted  to  produce  much  u  was  at  night,  in  the  market-house.    There  was  a  Urgn 

faiflammation  and  extreme  opinions.    I  would  avoid  undue  crowd  and  much  shouting.    Some  lovers  of  mi«;hief  sprung 

rxHtement.  but  at  the  same  time  insist  upon  the  rights  and  »  sudden  crV  of  "fire,"  which  disturbed  and  came  near 

interests  of  my  tetficn,  doing  no  inJusUce  to  any  other.    But  breaking  up  the  meeUng.    The  good  people,  with  that  hh 

enoagh  of  thli»-ours  isa  sUte  canvass,  and  this  question  gtlncUve  preservaUon  of  self  and  property  natural  to  us  all, 


hardly  be  comddered  an  issue.    If  I  should  be  nomi-  began  to  separate ;  the  alarm,  however,  proved  to  be  a  falsa 

nab^  by  the  llarriiburg  convention,  my  chief  desire  in  one,  order  was  restored,  and  I  proceeded  to  the  end  of  mf 

securing  the  election  will  be,  to  obUln  a  popular  endorse-  roeech.    There  wer«  no  reporters  present,  nor  any  accoa 

vimc  of  the  measure  I  advocated  In  the  legmlature  last  niodaUon  for  them,  so  far  as  I  saw.    The  following  day,  I 


vlBter.  and  about  which  we  had  so  much  trouble— the  com-    remember  to  have  seen  what  purported  to  have  been  a  ra- 
-•^  ..n  of  ihe  North  Branch  Canal ;  Its  completion,  in  my    port  of  my  speech,  but  In  Uiignage  and  senUment  ao  modi 


Jodgment.  will  not  only  be  of  large  benefit  to  us  here,  but  ^ronjcer  than  any  I  bad  uttorwl,  that  I  really  did  not  ra- 

*«T  mat-Tially  increase  the  State  revenue.    It  is  destined  co»nib«e  it  as  my  own  production :  and  remarked,  as  I  well 

lo  do  a  larwv  business.    Its  meriU  are  not  understood.    I  remembw,  this  Ikct  to  the  publisher  of  one  of  the  Journals 

riiall  atump  the  state,  proUbly,  and  talk  to  the  people  on  in  which  the  report  appeared.    He  inlbrmed  me  that  it  had 

that  aubject.         been  written  out  from  memory,  and  not  from  notes  taken 

-L«t  MM  hear  from  yon  soon.  at  the  meeting.   If  I  know  myself.  I  have  never  entertained 

**  Youra.  respectfully,  "  H.  M.  Fcllbr."  or  exprei-sed  anv  senUment  In  tavor  of  Northern  interfen 

•  Mr.  Tuller.  In  his  speech  of  May  10, 1856,  thus  alludes  ence  to  secure  the  abolition  of  (ilavery,  and  feel  quite  certain 

V»  tha  above  extract :  that  I  could  not  have  uttered  the  sentiment  attributed  ts 


I  cooM  ngfw  to  tbo  nasi  charfa  in  tba  1411  of  Indictment 
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of  couraee  and  patriotism,  dares  to  do  what- 
lYver  his  large  heart  approves  and  his  compre- 
hensive mind  suggests ;  and  a  man,  too,  who  is 
of  the  West,  western — who  is  of  us  and  with 
us.  I  would  not,  I  should  not,  I  could  not,  I  did 
not  hesitate  for  a  moment  which  to  clioose — 
this  man,  or  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Was  I  not  right? 

I  had  seen  Jud^e  Douglas  of  Illinois,  after 
fuixious  deliberation,  introduce  that  bill,  and 
stake  his  political  life  upon  the  justice  of  its 
priuoinles.  I  had  seen  the  administration 
commit  its  fortunes  to  it ;  I  had  seen  the  great 
body  of  the  national  Whigs  in  the  Senate,  in 
the  House,  in  the  country,  come  up  to  its  sup- 
port ;  I  had  seen  the  Democracy  adopt  it  as 
an  article  in  their  creed  of  faitli ;  I  had  seen 
the  people  of  my  district,  as  almost  one  man, 
endorse  the  principles  of  that  bill ;  and  was  I 
to  desert  the  gallant  ship,  with  her  tried  and 
trusted  crew,  as  she  ploughed  her  majestic 
wa}',  unmoved  by  the  storm  and  unshaken  by 
the  billows,  to  go  out  in  a  miserable  yawl, 
under  the  command  of  such  a  "  straggler^'  of  a 
captain ;  such  a  "  latter-day  saint''  as  this 
IIonryM.  Fuller? 

But,  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  Know 
Nothing,  and  therefore  I  should  have  given 
him  my  vote.  The  contest  for  the  Speaker- 
ship developed  the  fact  that  there  are  now 
three  parties  in  the  country.  The  Northern 
Know  Nothing  and  Abolition  party,  fused 
under  the  name  of  Black  Republican,  the  (so- 
called)  "  National  American,"  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  This  Know  Nothing  party  was 
born  amidst  the  factitious  excitement  manu- 
factured by  Abolitionists  and  disunionists  out 
of  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill. 
It  sprung  at  once,  "like  Minerva  from  the 
brain  of  Jove,"  full  armed,  and  entered  the 
political  arena.  In  the  morning  of  its  exist- 
ence, it  was  full  of  promise.  It  declared  that 
it  would  say  to  the  angry  waves,  "  peace— be 
still !"  that  it  was  the  only  broad,  national, 
conservative  party ;  that  its  great,  paramount 
mission  was  to  save  the  Union,  which  was 
imperilled  by  agitation.  Relying  upon  these 
promises,  confiding  in  these  assurances,  many 
good  men  everywhere— many  in  my  district- 
went  into  this  organization.  I  went  twice 
(and  but  twice)  into  their  councils.  I  **  saw 
Sam."  It  took  two  visits  to  see  him  all  over. 
I  made  them ;  I  saw  enough,  and  determined 
to  never  look  on  his  face  again  I 

In  dealing  frankly  with  you,  it  is  due  that 
I  should  make  this  acknowledgment.  I  would 
not  have  the  vote  of  an  Anti-Know  Nothing 
in  my  district  without  his  knowledge  that  I  had 
been  in  their  councils ;  nor  would  I  have  the  vote 
of  a  Know  Nothing  without  his  knowing  that  I 
am  not  of  his  order.  I  may  prove  wanting  in 
ability  to  serve ;  I  shall  never  prove  wanting 
in  candor  towards  you.  It  has  been  the  habit 
of  my  life  to  defend  my  course  against  all 
odds  when  I  believe  it  is  right,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge my  errors  when  I  believe  I  have  done 
wrong.  I  freely  admit  to  you,  that  I  ought 
never  to  have  ^ne  into  a  secret  political 
iociety  of  any  kmd  whatever ;  that  they  are 


wrong  in  principle,  against  the  very  genius 
of  our  institutions,  dangerous  in  practice,  and 
should  be  avoided  by  all  men,  or  all  parties. 
I  objected  then,  and  object  now,  to  the  whole 
machinery  of  its  organization ;  I  olvjccted 
then,  and  I  object  now,  to  an  indiscriminate 
proscription  of  naturalized  citizens  from  office ; 
1  objected  then,  and  object  now,  to  anything 
that  even  looks  like  making  a  religious  test. 
A  Protestant  by  birth,  a  Protestant  l>y  c<luca- 
tion,  by  prejudice,  by  reason,  by  faith ;  a 
Protestant  in  all  (I  regret  to  say  except  the 
practice),  was  a  Catholic  organization  fitrmed, 
to  brand  me  as  unworthy  of  public  trust  Iny 
cause  of  my  religious  opinions,  I  would  call 
upon  every  nonest  Catholic  in  the  land  to  aid 
me  in  striking  it  down.  As  I  would  **  have 
them  do  unto  me,  I  will  do  unto  them." 

The  Catholic  and  Protestant  have  fought  side 
bj^  side  on  those  battle-fields  where  our  liber- 
ties were  won ;  and  when  **  pestilence  has 
stalked  at  noon-day"  through  our  cities,  leav- 
ing a  track  of  desolation  and  death,  we  have 
seen  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  ministry 
again  laboring  side  by  side  to  stay  its  awful 
ravages ;  to  administer  balm  to  the  sick,  con- 
solation to  the  dying,  and  decent  interment 
to  the  dead  I  If  we  kneel  not  at  the  same 
altars,  under  the  same  forms,  we  worship  the 
same  Qod ;  we  are  pointed  to  the  same  account- 
ability for  sin,  ana  to  the  same  Heaven  as  a 
reward  for  piety  I  Why  should  not  we  leave 
controverted  points  of  tneology  to  the  ministry 
of  the  churches  ?  Why  should  not  we  laymen 
go  on — as  we  should  go  on — ^in  brotherly  love 
and  confidence?  As  I  have  opposed  the 
dragging  of  politics  up  into  the  pulpit,  I 
oppose  drawing  religion  down  into  politic;'. 
All  thinking  men  agree  that  the  only  real 
danger  to  our  institutions  arises  from  making 
the  subject  of  slavery  a  sectional  question. 
May  I  not  respectfully  ask  the  Protestant  mi- 
nistry of  the  South  to  pause  and  reflect,  that  if 
they  bring  the  doings  of  churches  into  political 
discussion,  they  might  injure  Protestantism  ? 
May  not  the  Catholic  turn  upon  you  with  the 
fact,  that  of  three  thousana  preachers  who 
denounced  the  judgments  of  Grod  upon  our 
devoted  heads  who  voted  for  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  there  was  not  upon  the  paper 
the  name  of  a  single  Catholic  minister  ?  May 
he  not  show  that  none  of  his  clergymen  are  in 
the  Halls  of  Congress,  while  we  have  twenty 
odd  preachers?  May  he  not  show  that  he  hns 
never  refused  to  take  the  "  holy  communion" 
with  a  slaveholder;  that  his  church  in  the 
North  are  not  stirring  the  waters  of  sectional 
strife ;  that  they  never  do,  and  never  have,  in- 
terfered with  the  delicate  question  of  slavery  ? 
and  by  showing  these  things,  drawing  these 
contrasts,  may  tney  not  commend  their  church 
to  the  South,  and  weaken  yours  ?  These  are 
questions  for  you  to  consider.  It  is  but  just 
to  a  large  and  respectable  Protestant  deno- 
mination— I  allude  to  the  regular  old  Baptists 
— to  say  that  they  have  never,  anywhere,  at 
any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  either 
North  or  South    uteiicred  in  politioal  affainu 
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Why  should  Protestants  airitate  this  sub-  exfirtfajriawinpontiieniijjectofrtftTOTyaitfliuiinndcoo- 

ject?    Why  should  they  en&avor  to  build  STS:!  "***«"*"*  ^'  ^^  ~*^***  ^  •*"*  •»*  ***  "^ 

Qp  a  political  party  upon  a  subject  on  which  **  And  regarding  it  the  hlghert  dnty  to  ATow  their  opi- 

tV^v  i^rtfi  harp  nt\  rtnlifinftl   aotion  ?     Yon   nro  n*on*  upon  a  tulject  to  importont  In  distinct  and  nn«?qulTo. 

tLev  can  nave  no  political  acuon  r      X  OU  are  ^^j  ^^^^  j^  j^  j^^^^^^  declared,  a«  the  sense  of  thi«  NaUonal 

turbldden    to   act   by  the  Constitution   01   the  Coundl,  that  Conptrew  pomeMes  no  power,  under  the  Con- 

United    States.      The    Constitution   says,   that  «tlt«tion.  to  legislate  upon  the  lubjert  of  ulavery  in  the 

.   ri                    u   11 u^  .,«  i«—  .o.o.x».>*:«.~  *i,«  «tatee  where  It  doea  or  may  exist,  or  to  exclude  any  state 

0>n^S8  shall   make  no  law  respecting  the  from  admi«lon  into  the  Union,  because  its  constitution 

e'ttabllsKhment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  does  or  does  not  recognise  the  institution  of  slarery  as  a 

fr*^  «>TPrpiAA  thPWHjf  °     Take  this  case-    Sun-  Pa'lof  *ts  social  system;  and  expressly  pretennitUng  any 

iree  exercise  inereoi.         xase  uiis  cahe  •    oup  ..xp^s^ion  of  opinion  upon  the  power  of  Congress  to  esUb 

piae    a    President,    having    sworn    m     Know  llsh  or  prohibit  slavery  in  any  territory,  it  is  the  sense  of 

S'othinz  councils  that  he  will  appoint  no  Ro-  ^^e  National  Council  that  Congress  ought  not  to  leglsUto 

g-S*.,    T      X       iE  ^    •     ^i^^i.Jr      11^  4.^i,««  "Po°  ^«  sulyect  of  slarery  within  the  territory  of  the 

man  Catholic  to  office,  is  elected.      He  takes  united  states,  and  that  any  interference  by  Congress  with 

an    oath    to   support    the    Constitution    of   the  slaxery  as  it  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  a 

I'nWMl    ^fofA«       TKftt  Pnnatitnfmn  anvs     thnt  ▼iolationof  the  spirit  and  InUnUon  of  the  compact  by  which 

Cnitea   states.      inat  l^OnsUtUllOn  says,   tnai  ^j,^  ^^^^^  ^^  Maryland  ceded  the    District  to  the  United 

**  no  rell^OUS  test  shall  ever  be  requiroil  as  a  states,  and  a  breach  of  the  naUonal  faith." 

qualification    to   any  office   or   public  trust  There  is  a  platform  on  the  subject  of  sla- 

under  the  Lnited  States.      Suppose,  then,  a  ^^j^^  the  exception  of  a  little  pretermitr 

man  is  presented  for  office :  docs  he  not  hare  ^j^^j  \ound-one  upon  which  the  South  could 

to  inquire,  under  his  first  oath  if  the  man  is  ^^^^J^     ^hcy  were  ^nservative  and  just ;  but 

a  Catholic?    If  he  is,  then  he  must  refuse  ^hat  did  the  northern  and  the  largest  portion 

him  on  Uiat  account.    If  ho  does  so  refuse  ^^  ^j^j^  ^^,  eminently  national  partf  do  f  They 

him,  he  Tiolates  his  last  oath  because  he  hen  repudiated  this  section;  they  spit  upon  it; 

•wore  he  would  make     no  religious  test.      Is  ^tey  met  together  in  their  stite  Councils,  and 

comment  necessary  7  ^Ij^re  these  conservative  Union-savers  wore 

But  I  have  been  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  a  ^^^  ^a^^^a  with  a  simple  repudiation  of  this 

ffiyjl       who      owes       ♦"'"~^-«'       «llft*»inn/»A       *f\     a  MT  ir 

ibreign  power  ? 

TOie  for  any  man,  „«                            .^ 

office,  who  b  bound  by  8u6h  an  allegiance  m;!  Cla7( w^en  V^a^^g^of  rffism^^^ 

As  to  a  spiritual  allegiance,  my  under-  ^j^  ^  state  because  of  a  constitution  tolerating 

rtandrngisthatweallowethatallegiancoto  ,1          )     .^   a   dissolution   of  tiie   Union 

a  Power  whose  Throne  is  outside  of  the  United  ^^^^^^  a  bloody  and  perUous  road." 

Stat«i--to  Gud  in  Heaven !  j    ^^         ^  resolution  passed  by  a  Know 

But  m  all  these  views,  perhaps,  no  Catho-  Nothing  convention  at  Cincinnati  iu  Novem- 

^1.'''  P'?*^^'^*  disagrees  with  me,  and   I  ber  last.composed  of  delegates  from  seven  of 

will  not  eaborate  them  further.  the  Northern  and  NorUiwestem  States.  They 

I  stated  to  you,  that  the  great  reason  for   ^g^.ij^re 

my  having  ever  gone  into  a  council  was,  I      ,  ^  ^  ^.  ,    ,  *v    «.      _i  n »    -  -  .« 

•'                **  1     au  ?   i.u                ^        A'          ^c    lu^  ♦•That  the  repeal  of  the  Misaourl  OompromlM  waa  an 

was    assured    that    the    preservatum     Ot    the  infraction  of  the  plighted  felth  of  the  nation,  and  that  u 

Union    was    the    "rock   on    which    they    built  should  be  regtored ;  and  if  effort*  to  that  end  should  fldU 

thpir  ohun>h'* ^that  mpn  who    ioined    in  the  Couprewi  should  refuw  to  admit  Into  the  Union  any  atat* 

ineir  cnurcn         ^inai  men  wno  joiueu    in   mt  ^^^.^1,0^^  »IavHry  which  shall  be  formed  out  of  any  portion 

Aortb,  as  well  as  the   South,  made   a      burnt  of  the  territory  from  which  that  IniUtution  waa  excluded 

offering"  of  their  prejudices,  and  joined  with  by  that  compromiae." 

hands   locked    in    hands  in  a  living  chain  Yes,  they  will  not  admit  Kansas  if  she  ap- 

aruund  the  Constitution,  in  a  common  brother-  pijeg  for  admission  as  a  slave  state  ;  thus. 


by 

jects  of  the  American  order  ?    Then  I  ask  Know  Nothings  in  the  Northwestern  States 

uiem  to  lav  aside  their  partialities  and  prcju-  stand.     I  will  show  you  how  they  stand  in 

dices,  and,  thinkingly,  as  patriots,   to  look  the  Middle  States.   In  the  legislature  of  Penn- 

back  at  its  history.  sylvania,  the  Know  Nothings  and  the  Black 

It  met  in  convention   at  Philadelphia  in  Republicans,  true  to  their  instincts  and  actions, 

June  last — ^it  laid  down  a  platform — it  piit  fused,  and  they  declared,  on  the  12th  day  of 

forth  the  celebrated  twelfth  section.    Here  it  January,  1856,  in  the  folloVv-ing  form,  to  wit : 

^  •~~'  "  ResoWed,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  admission  of  any 

**  Resolved,  That  the  American  party,  having  rlwn  upon  more  silaTe  i^tates  Into  this  Union ;  therefore, 

tW  rutna.  and  In  spite  of  the  opposition,  of  the  Whig  and  "  Kesolred,  That  Kansas  and  Nebrajska  should  only  b« 

DenorraUc  parties,  cannot  be  held  In  any  manner  responsi-  admitted  into  the  sisterhood  as  free  states." 

hlefcrtheobnojLioas  acts  or  violated  plMlges  of  either;  that  ■«    .      xi  1     •     •         ^c ^^-^ 

the  systematic  aidUtlon  of  the  slavery  question  br  those  "  Opposed    to   the   admission  01    any   more 

fartiea  has  elevated  sectional  hoaUiity  into  a  positive  eie-  gj^ve  states  iiito  this  Union :"  the  rankest  and 

P5':1iC^«'£;T\:Jir^''top."  tt\1''^^^^^^^^^  the  most  damnable  Free-Soilism,  as  ^ell  as 

Aowrkaa  party  to  Interpose  Ibrthe  purpose  of  irlTlng  peace  the  mOSt  diroct  road  tO  dissolution  I 

to  tk»  eoaotnr  and  perpetuity  to  the  Union ;  that,  as  expe-  j    New  York— in  the  Empire  State— the  state 

I  shown  it  ImposnUe  to  reconcile  opinions  so  ,  .  ,         ■^^*."'             ^           ^    .i.                             r 

s  those  that  separate  the  dispuunta,  and  as  which  owcs  its  greatness  to  the  commerce  ot 

be  DO  dishonor  In  anbmlttlng  to  the  laws,  the  ^^  Union  aS  it  18 — in  that  state  SO  bouud  tO 

J12IjSl£riS?iS^^  us  and  80  dependent  upon  us  by  commercial 
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tio8,  the  Know  Nothiage  met  there  in  state 
<;onvention,  at  Binghaniton,  and  thej,  too, 
join  in  the  swelling  chorus  of  abolitionism, 
and  resolve  as  follows : — 

**  Renulved,  That  the  National  Admini!>tration,  by  it*  ge- 
neral course  of  ofllrial  conduct,  tof^ether  with  an  attempt  to 
dwiitroy  the  repom,  harmony,  and  fraternal  rolatlona  of  the 
country  in  the  lepeal  of  the  Miitsouri  Oompromiw.  and  the 
enoouragemuut  nf  ain?i'est*lon8  u|)od  the  government  of  the 
territorial  inhabitantu  of  KauMus  denenres  and  should  re- 
r<4?e,  the  united  oondemnatiou  of  the  American  people, 
and  that  the  inMtitutioa  of  slavery  should  ruceiTe  no  exten- 
aion  firom  auch  repeal/' 

The  meaning  of  which  is,  that  Kansas,  if 
applying  as  a  slave  state,  should  be  rejected. 
Tnis  is  the  platform  upon  which  they  went 
into  their  last  fight!  This  is  the  platform 
upon  which  they  gained  their  victory?  A 
victory  which  has  been  so  much  rejoiced  over  I 
A  victory  which  would  lead  to  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union  I  Thus  stand  the'Know  Nothings 
of  New  York !  Let  us  go  to  the  Northeastern 
— ^the  New  England  states.  Maine,  Connec- 
tiout,  New  Ilampshire,  Massachusetts,  all  de- 
clare that — 

**  Whereaa  theaggrewdve  poliry  wlxich  has  been  uniformly 
pursued  by  the  slave  power,  frcm  the  commencement  of 
our  national  existence  down  to  the  abrogation  of  the  Mis- 
aouri  compact,  evinces  a  detf  rmination  *  to  cruah  out'  the 
spirit  as  well  as  the  forms  of  liberty  from  among  us,  and  to 
sul^t  the  free  states  to  a  relentless  despotixm ;  and  whereas 
the  suon^M  of  tlie  Southern  delegates  to  the  National  Coun- 
cil recently  held  in  l^hilodelphla,  in  making  abject  and 
uncomplaining  submisKion  to  pro-slavery  legislation  a  fun- 
damental article  In  the  creed  of  the  National  American  pftr> 
ty.  renders  it  Imperative  on  us  to  express  our  views  upon 
the  great  question  of  the  country  and  the  age :  Therefore, 
we  declare  . 

**  That  the  great  barrier  to  slavery,  mthleaply  broken  by 
tlie  repeal  of  the  MiM)Ourl  prohibition,  ought  to  be  speedily 
restored:  and  that,  in  any  event,  no  state  erected  from  any 
part  of  the  territory  covered  by  that  compromise  ought  ever 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  state." 

Though  I  have  them  at  hand,  I  will  not 
weary  and  disgust  you  with  any  more  of  these 
Nortuern  Know  Nothing  platforms.  I  have 
taken  the  northwest,  the  centre,  and  the 
northeast.  I  have  shown  you,  so  that  no 
honest  man  will  ever  deny  it  who  reads  these 
platforms,  that  they  have  gone,  utterly  gone, 
into  practical  abolitionism  ;  that  no  represen- 
tative— no  man  who  values  the  rights  of  tlie 
South — can  act  with  them. 

Do  you  want  more  proof?  I  refer  you  to 
the  record  of  the  present  Congress.  I  assert 
to  you  that  three-fourths  of  the  men  who 
elected  Bunks  were  Know  Nothings.  I  assert 
to  you  that  not  a  single  northern  member  of 
that  party  voted  for  Oovernor  Aiken  for 
Speaker!  That  after  all  their  "  loud-mouthed" 
profovssions  of  nationality.  Fuller  dodged  ;  his 
precious  little  band  of  six  threw  away  their 
votes  upon  their  immortal  leader,  and  thus 
allowed  Banks,  who  was  only  elected  by  three 
votes — ^who  would  sink  the  Lnion — who  would 
"  absorb  with  the  negroes" — who  has  not  yet 
determined  whether  he  is  better  than  a  negro 
or  not — ^yes,  these  northern  Know  Nothings 
threw  away  their  votes,  and  allowed  tliis  man 
Banks  to  be  elected  Speaker  1 

Will  any  man  of  common  decency — ^will 
any  man  in  Missouri,  of  ordinary  self-respect, 
ever  again  abuse  me  for  not  having  acted  with 
the  nortlicrn  Fuller  party  ? 


Instead  of  getting  national  Know  Nothings 
from  the  Norui  for  our  national  man  (Gover- 
nor Aiken),  we  really  lost  two  "  South  Ameri- 
cans"— Mr.  Cullen,  of  Delaware,  and  Mr, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  from  Maryland !  So 
you  will  see  that,  instead  of  the  tendencies  of 
the  American  order  being  to  liberalizf^  tlie 
North,  its  practical  operation  is  to  free-^oilizo 
the  South  r 

Do  you  want  more  proof?  I  will  give  it. 
The  Know  Nothing  convention,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  22d  of  February,  1856,  (the 
birthday  of  Washington — what  a  desecra- 
tion !)  repudiate  and  abolish  this  twelfth  sec- 
tion, on  a  separate  and  distinct  vote,  and  by 
an  overwhelming  majority ;  and  in  its  stead 
place  a  plank  which  means  all  things  to  all 
men,  and  of  which  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion, from  Indiana,  and  a  supporter  of  it  (Mr. 
Sheets),  said  in  that  convention — 

**He  would  assure  the  South  that  the  twelfth  section 
must  be  got  rid  of.  He  was  willing  to  accept  a  compn^mi.'*e. 
but  the  section  muxt  b«>  got  rid  of:  he  was  willing  to  accept 
the  Washington  plaUbrm;  for,  if  there  was  anything  In  11, 
it  was  so  covtired  up  with  verMage  that  a  i'resident  would 
be  elected  before  the  pt^iple  would  find  out  what  it  was  all 
about.    [Tumultuous  laughter.]" 

Yes,  this  infamous  sentiment,  instead  of 
being  received  with  patriotic  indignation,  was 
received  with  "tumultuous  laughter!"  and 
the  "  Washington  platform,"  presented  bv  one 
Parson  French  S.  Evans — the  defeated  filack 
Republican  candidate  for  Sergeant-at-Arms  of 
the  present  Ilouse — ^was  adopted  by  that  con- 
vention ! 

Do  you  want  more  proof?  I  think  every 
intelligent,  honest  man  in  my  district,  who  fs 
not  an  aspirant  for  office,  will  exclaim — **  Hold, 
enough !"  But  for  the  benefit  of  the  Know 
Nothing  aspirants  for  my  place  in  the  district, 
I  will  give  two  more  facts.  That  the  northern 
portion  of  that  convention  telegraph  to  the 
Black  Republican  Pittsburgh  convention,  sit- 
ting at  the  same  time,  that  th< 


"  American  party  Is  no  longer  united.  Raiice  th^  Rcpn1»* 
lioan  banner.  Let  there  he  n«>  further  extentkion  of  slavery. 
The  Americans  are  with  you.** 

And  the  still  further  significant  fact,  that 
after  the  express  repudiation  of  the  twelfth 
section,  they  denounce  in  their  platform  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  coiiipn)miH0  line. 

And  now — I  do  not  ask  the  aspirants  for 
my  place — I  do  not  a.sk  those  who  want  to  go 
as  Know  Nothings  to  the  legislature — thiwe 
who  want  to  be  8heriff8,county  judges,  squires, 
or  constables,  &c. — but  I  ask  the  true  men  of 
my  district — ^the  real  people,  where  I  have 
always  found  my  friends — tlie  men  who  have 
no  object  but  the  good  of  their  country  at 
heart,  to  do  as  I  have  done— abandon  thia 
organization  ! — if  it  has  not  failed — utterly, 
completely,  entirely  failed,  as  a  sound,  na- 
tional, conservative  party? — if  every  intelli- 
gent man  does  not  know  that  it  has  so  failed  ? 
and  if  every  honest  man  will  not  acknowledge 
the  fact? 

As  to  the  great  catch-words,  *' Americans 
shall  rule  America  1" — I  am  in  favor  of  Amer- 
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icuB  mlinff  America.    They  do,  they  always 
hAf«,  and  uiey  always  will  rule  America. 

Bot  who  are  Americans  ?  Your  laws  declare 
that,  when  a  man  has  been  here  five  years — 
when  he  will,  under  oath,  renounce  all  allegi- 
anee  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  or 
power — ^when  he  wiU  prove  that  he  is  of  ^ood 
maral  character — attached  to  the  institutions 
•if  the  United  States — ^he  may  be  declared  an 
American,  and  your  law  makes  him  a  citizen. 
Jt  18  a  fraud  upon  him,  if  you  do  not  give  him 
all  the  rights  of  citizenship ! 

Think  of  it  1  The  poor  old  Pope  of  Rome, 
unaUe  eren  to  defend  nis  life — to  protect  him- 
self— has  his  throne  supported  ana  upheld  by 
French  bayonets  I  We  have  twelve  native  to 
«ine  foreign  veto  in  the  United  States !  Why 
should  we  fear  the  Pope  ?  And  cannot  twelve 
Americana  manage  one  Irishman?  In  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  there  is  but 
one  foreigner  I  In  the  last  legislature  of  our 
fftate— elected,  as  the  members  were,  l)efore 
the  Know  Nothine  flood — there  was  but  one  ; 
and  he  was  a  leading — I  might  say,  without 
being  inridioos,  the  leading  member  of  the 
Senate  !  I  allude  to  Colonel  C.  Zeigler,  who 
i-ame,  or  was  brought  to  this  country  when 
an  infant  eighteen  months  old  I  He  is  one  of 
the  first  intellects  of  our  state,  or  any  state. 
He  has  been  my  political  friend — mj  personal 
friend — ^my  supporter  in  every  aspiration.  I 
imbmit  it  to  you,  if  there  is  not  something 
radically  wrong  in  an  organization  which 
would  prohibit  me  from  voting  for  him,  merely 
because  he  was  bom  outside  of  the'  United 
States,  though  brought  here  when  a  mere  child ! 
1  have  used  his  name  without  his  authority.  I 
know  he  will  pardon  me,  when  he  sees  that  I 
have  only  used  it  to  illustrate  more  strongly 
to  our  people,  than  I  could  by  a  hundred  argu- 
ments, the  absurdity  of  this  indiscriminate 
]*ru0cription  of  foreign-bom  men  from  office. 

If  the  despotisms  of  the  Old  World  should 
fver  attempt  to  destroy  our  government  by 
spending  their  population  here,  I  will  not,  as 
\\Hir  representative,  pause  to  talk  or  argue 
ivboat  our  naturalization  laws.  I  shall  speak 
and  vote  for  prohibiting  any  foreigner  from 
treading  his  foot  upon  our  soil !  I  shall  strike 
at  the  root — not  waste  my  time  and  energies 
in  lopping  off  the  branches. 

I  nave  always  understood  that  three  grand 
leading  ideas  run  through  our  institutions, 
^ivinz  them  all  of  their  vitality,  their  beauty, 
And  uieir  power.  First,  that  the  people  are 
•.-apable  of  self-government.  This  is  trie  doc- 
trme  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  Second, 
that  we  had  made  an  asylum  to  which  the  op- 
pressed of  every  land  might  come  as  a  refuge ; 
that  here  they  might  worship  as  equals  at  the 
altar  of  our  fiberty ;  that  here  they  might  lift 
up  their  hearts  to  their  God,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  consciences,  and  there  should 
lie  none  to  molest  them.  Third,  that  there 
shoaM  be  no  aristocracy  of  birth.  I  have  re- 
garded, and  do  regard,  these  as  the  peculiar 
pride  and  boast  of  my  country.  I  regard  them 
M  the  thzee  grand  and  massive  piUars  upon  I 


which  the  whole  magnificent  structure  of  our 
government  rests.  I  will  not,  by  any  action  of 
mine,  deface  or  mar  these  pillars. 

I  have  been  often  asked  if  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  reorganizing*  the  Whig  party  ?  I  answer 
that,  in  the  present  condition  of  parties  and 
the  country,  in  my  judgment,  sucii  an  effort 
can  do  no  good,  and  might  do  great  harm. 

I  say  to  you,  that  we  have  no  sound  ma- 
terial North  out  of  which  to  reconstruct  that 
party.  Look  back  at  the  past.  Every  Whig 
Representative  from  the  North,  in  1849,  voted 
for  the  Wilmot  proviso.  But  three  of  them 
out  of  seventy-three  voted  for  the  fugitive 
slave  law — that  law  which  does  but  common 
justice  to  the  South,  and  which  is  commanded 
by  the  Constitution  itself!  Not  one  Whig 
north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  voted  for 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  1854!  On  all 
these  measures  a  majority  of  the  Northern 
Democrats  voted  with  the  South.  Have  we, 
then,  not  reached  that  point,  in  the  North, 
presupposed  by  Mr.  Clay  when  he  said,  "  If 
the  whig  party  ever  becomes  merged  into  a 
contemptible  Abolition  party,  I  will  abandon 
it  in  disgust  ?''  and  should  not  we,  his  old  fol- 
lowers, take  his  implied  counsel  and  his  pro- 
posed example,  when  he  says,  **I  will  act  with 
that  party,  whatever  its  name  may  be,  that 
stands  by  the  Constitution  and  the  Union?"  To 
endeavor  now  to  reorganize  the  Whig  party, 
would  be  but  to  divide  and  distract  the  sound 
national  men  of  the  South. 

Where  have  we  an  ally  in  the  North,  out- 
side of  the  Democratic  organizaticm  ?  These 
allies  have  been  true  to  us  in  the  past.  With 
a  patriotic  devotion  to  the  union  of  the  states, 
and  a  patriotic  regard  to  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  South,  they  have  bared  their 
bosoms  to  the  raging  of  the  storm — they  have 
stood  unmoved,  while  malignity  and  fanati- 
cism have  poured  their  fiery  torrents  upon 
them.  I  take  them  to  my  heart  as  political 
brothers,  and  wear  and  cherish  them  tliere. 

IIow  stands  the  Democratic  party  ?  I  have 
given  vou  the  resolution  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

Listen  to  Ohio !  Steeped  as  she  has  been 
in  Free-Soilism ;  in  state  convention  assem- 
bled, with  the  boldness  of  right — with  the 
candor  of  manhood,  they  declare,  on  the  8th 
day  of  January  last,  as  follows : — 

"1.  Resolved,  That  slarery  (boinR  the  crealnre  of  poritke 
law,  cannot  exi«t  without  It)-i8  a  domeittic  inittilulion,  an<l 
that  Gongresfl  has  neither  the  power  to  lef^riate  it  into  any 
territory  or  Htate,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave 
the  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  tbtir 
domestic  inntitutionft  in  their  own  way,  sulgect  ouiy  to  the 
Conntltution  of  the  United  States." 

"  2.  Reoolved,  That  the  right  of  the  people  of  each  par- 
ticular  state  and  territory  to  establish  their  own  consUtn- 
tion  or  form  of  goyernmcnt.  to  choose  and  regulate  their 
own  domestie  instituUon^  of  every  kind,  and  to  legislate 
for  themselves,  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  all  free  govern- 
ment; and  that  It  is  the  self-same  right  to  secure  which  our 
ancestors  waged  the  war  of  the  Revolution— a  right  lying 
at  the  very  fonndaUon  of  all  our  flree  in^Ututions,  reeogniaod 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  established  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  we  hereby  endoiM 
and  reaffirm  this  now  disputed  principle.*' 

Contrast  this  with  the  resolves  of  the  Know 
Nothing  convention  at  Cincinnati. 
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Listen  to  Indiana,  as  she,  too,  speaks  in  her  proud  position,  I  am  with  them  and  of  them  1 

Democratic  state  convention.     She  sajs :  Under  God,  I  believe  that  the  Democratic  is 

"  ReiwWed,  That  we  approve  the  principles  of  the  com-  the  Only  political  orsanization  with  which  we 

firomiaemeMum  of  l8fto,  and  their  appiir«tion,ui  embodied  can  beat  oack  this  Abolition  horde  from  the 

^e^KanaaiHNebraaka  bfll,  and  wMfeithftilly  maintain  ^^j^^j      ^j^^^   j  ^^^   believe,  I  shall   OOn- 

Hear  thopemocracv  of  New  York.  «  they.  J-  ^^f^  ^t^^^^T^^i^^Xtli 

too.  m  convention  declare:  j,^^  ^,^  ^.     j^  ^j^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^, 

in"^Kll2J5l^b;i:k.*K*il?«r,SS^,XT:2  "hine  and  upon  quiet  seas.  I  shall  turn  round 

oonnciit  the  subject  of  iiavery  in  the  territories,  and  to  to  mj  Democratic  brethren,  and,  if  I  have  any 

l«Te  the  people  thereof  free  to  relate  their  domertic  In-  unacljusted  quarrels,  I  wiU  settle  them  then. 

ftltntionB  in  their  own  way.  suqiect  only  to  the  ConstJtotion  a     j             r  ^^          -x-             r       i      '^  'r  t  i. 

of  the  United  States,  to  one  that  accords  with  the  sentiments  And  now,  lellOW-CltlzenS,  1  submit  it  1  hav6 

of  the  Democracy  of  the  state,  and  with  the  traditional  Qot   redeemed  my  pledge,    that   I   WOUld   set 

r^T4h2'"iJl5«'iry!^^S^rt.SJ!:rt^  my«>lf  faWy.  fully,  frtakly  before  you.    I 

tended  Uie  domain  of  popular  righto  and  limited  the  range  trust  that  my  position  Will  meet  With  yOUr  ap- 

of  Congresrfonalactton;  and  that  we  believe  thtodtopoeition  proyaL     If  it  should  not,  I  have  Only  to  say 

of  the  question  will  result  most  ausiriciooxly  to  the  peace  S.    ^  «^  i        «           ^  i_           a*       j         j   i*L        x'   ^ 

at  Union  and  the  cause  of  good  government^'  that  it  has  been  taken  alter  QUO  aelioeratioii 

AU,  everywhere,  from  Maine    to  Texas,  — ^^®°  '^^^^''  *  ^}?^  ?®?*®  ^^  ^"^^  J^  ^^^^ 


solves  with  the  fact,  Uiat  the  Know  Nothmg  ^  throw  myself  upon  a  generosity  and  kind- 
party,  but  two  years  old,  has  managed,  even  ^^  ^^'^j^  ^"^^  °^®  ^J  **i®  |!!^^  ^^®"  ^\^^ 
m  that  short  time,  to  be  in  favor  of  secrecy  »cure  and  unknown,  and  li/t^  me  up  to  a 
against  secrecy,  in  favor  of  test  oaths  against  ^  V*  ^  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
test  o:itli*--in  some  states  for  the  cSholic  which,  when  slandered  and  abused  in  my  last 
test,  in  others  against  the  Catholic  test— on  canvass,  during  my  absence,  sustamed  me 
one  side  of  the  Union  for  the  twelfth  section,  ^^^  ^^,  emphatic  endorsement.  I  submit  it 
on  the  other  side  against  the  twelfth  section ;  wa^lcssly,  confidently  to  you,  whether  I  shall 
and  in  their  late  convention,  at  one  time  the  '^^'^'^  ^  *?y  ^^™o  V'^der  the  frown  of  your 
Southern  chivalry  bolt,  at  another  the  North-  condemnation,  or  whether  I  will  again  lie 
em  Free-Soilers  bolt,— and  tell  me  if  you  can  «^f  *ed  with  that  plaudit  ever  so  dear  to  a 
support  such  a  party,  even  though  MUlard  P/>^*<5  ^^\l  ^^^^^  ^<^°^'  ^^^  &^  ^"^"^  ^'^^' 
Fillmore  is  its  candidate  for  the  presidency  I  ""  servant . 

As  to  the  Black  Republican  party,  it  now  ^^  ^"J  ®^^'^*»  ^  am  truly  yours, 

has  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa-  „           ^  „                 Samuel  Caruthers. 

tives.    Encouraged  by  past  successes,  it  has  House  of  Representatives, 

become  insolentlv  bold,  and  grasps  with  an  ^^  ashington,  February  28, 1856. 

eager  hand  for  tne  reins  of  government.    If  

it  succeeds,  if  it  elects  a  president,  and  gets  ^^^     Bayard,  of  N.  Y. 

possession  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  it  will  ™'''^»  ««y«mi*,  «*   ^    * 

carry  out  its  infamous  circle  of  measures :  the  Extract  from  Speech  of.  delivered  in  House 

repeal  of  the  fo^tive  skye  law,  the  abolish-  <>^  Representatives,  July  24,  1856. 

ment  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  has  been  a  popular  idea,  not  only  in  our 

interdict  the  mter-slave  trade  between  the  own  country,  but  in  Europe  also,  amoiig  ihin-v 

states,  restore  the  Missouri  restriction,  and  who  appreciate  and  admire  our  institulionM. 

refuse  to  admit  any  more  slave  states  1     Who  that  this  republic  was  designed  l>y  Providence 

is  it  that  does  not  know  the  Union  would  not  to  extend  tne  area  of  human  freedom.     But 

survive  an  hour  ?    Our  danger  is  not  from  the  this,  according  to  the  interpretation  of  the 

Pope,  not  from  foreigners,  but  is  from  the  slavery-propagandists,  is  an  entire  mistake,  u 

Abolitionists.    What,  then,  is  our  first  solemn,  false  reading  of  the  commission  given  us  by 

patriotic  duty  ?  It  is  that  we  should  band  to-  the  Power  which  planted  and  which  sustain.^ 

gether  as  one  man.    It  is  that  we  should  each  us  here.     These  new  interpreters  of  our  duty 

bring  his  former  prejudices  and  lay  them  have  discovered  that  the  r<^public.  estnblisLt^l 

down  upon  the  altar  of  our  country — ^that  we  by  our  fathers  at  such  a  cost  of  treasure  and 

should  leave  the  past  to  **  bury  its  own  dead,''  of  blood,  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 

and  look  to  and  nght  alone  for  the  preserva-  extending  the  area  of  human  bondage.    There 

tion  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  I  appears  to  me  something  so  impious  in  this 

I  have  seen  the  Democracy  come  down  from  assumption,  that  it  might  make  good  men 

the  North  and  up  from  the  South,  and  gather-  weep,  were  not  the  manner  in  winch  it  ha:^ 

ing  in  solid  column  around  the  Constitution,  been  practically  illustrated  so  well  calculated 

declare  that  the  rights  of  the  South,  the  just  to  excite  resentful  and  indignant  emotions  in 

equality  of  the  states,  the  capacity  of  man  for  the  meekest  Iwsom.     They  began  it  us  a  trick ; 

self-government,  are  their  bonds  of  brother-  it  has  already  turned  to  a  tragedy ;  but  we, 

hood  ;  that  they  will  protect  that  Constitution  sir,  will  endeavor  to  wind  it  up  with  a  poetic 

against  all  the  assaults  of  all  the  isms  in  tlie  and  historic  justice  to  the  principal  actors  in 

land.    While  they  continue  to  occupy   this  the  drama. 
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Ill 


I  speak  as  a  member  of  the  great  American 
partT — a  partj  which  has  accomplished  what 
BO  f»ther  party  erer  did. 

Within  a  few  short  months,  not  years,  after 
its  establishment,  it  traversed  this  whole 
Union,  and  defeated  its  enemies  at  the  ballot- 
box,  so  silently,  so  certainly,  so  overwhclm- 
infrly,  that  faction  stood  aghast  at  such  a  reve- 
lati<»n  of  undreamed  of  power. 

\o  matter  what  combmations  were  arrayed 
in  opposition — no  matter  what  intrigues  were 
entered  into  to  arrest  its  progress — no  matter 
what  anathemas  were  hurled  against  its 
friends — the  result  was  still  the  same.  With 
the  Constitution  in  one  hand  and  the  Protest- 
ant principle  in  the  other,  it  went  forth  to 
aiv>use  our  slumbering  nationality,  and  in  the 
name  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  conquering 
and  to  conquer.  It  has  rebuked  the  spirit  of 
nullification  so  rampant  at  the  South,  and  of 
political  sycophancy  at  the  North,  so  potent  as 
an  instrument  of  demagogueism ;  whether  it 
seeks  to  barter  our  civil  riphts  to  pnjpitiate 
the  slave-power,  or  our  religious  rights  to  pur- 
chase the  alliance  of  a  despotic  hierarchy, 
which  never  serves  another  except  to  attain 
it«  own  ends,  and  is  no  less  the  foe  of  repub- 
licanism than  of  religiousi  liberty. 

I  pn>pose  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
principles,  progress,  and  purposes  of  this 
American  party,  as  I  understand  them. 

I  presume,  sir,  no  apology  can  be  necesRary, 
in  this  chamber,  for  saying,  I  am  an  American. 
I  have  none  to  offer,  for  it  is  my  pride  and 
boast.  I  was  bom  here,  as  were  my  ancestors 
fur  several  generations  before  me.  Nor  shall 
I  offer  an  apology  for  that  other  boast  which 
I  shall  maxe,  however  presumptuous  it  may 
seem.  I  am  also  a  Protestant,  receiving  my 
faith  from  God's  holy  word,  instead  of  resort- 
ing for  it  to  the  traditions  of  priestcraft  and 
Popery,  which  would  hide  that  fountain  of 
pure  inspiration  from  the  people.  And  being 
DOth  an  American  and  a  Protestant,  my  devo- 
tion to  freedom,  civil  and  religious,  in  every 
pure  form,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as 
a  matter  for  wonder ;  nor  will  my  resistance 
to  pragmatical  dogmas,  whether  issuing  from 
the  Vatican  or  from  the  plantation,  be  regarded 
with  astonishment.  In  the  presence  of  those 
great  memories  which  cluster  round  the  names 
of  Washington  and  LaFayette,  whose  p>rtraits 
look  down  upon  us  in  this  hall,  as  their  spirits 
may  be  pr^umed  to  do  from  above,  I  am 
a^in  proud  to  proclaim  myself  an  American ! 
They  fought  for  American  liberty ;  an<l  I  trust 
that  I,  too,  am  willing  to  labor,  and.  if  it  need 
be,  to  die  in  the  same  holy  cause. 

The  Aimerican  party,  sir,  sprang  from  the 
exigencies  of  the  times.  Foreignism  and 
dcmagopieism,  in  unholy  alliance,  were  fast 
corrupting  all  the  channels  of  government ; 
making  innovations  upon  our  established  po- 
licy, and  striking  at  the  very  foundation  of 
onr  TQftst  sacred  institutions.  I  need  scarcely 
tell  you,  sir,  what  was  our  experience  in  Now 
York,  the  great  Empire  State  of  the  Union. 
There  the  tenure  or  property  was  sought  to 


b§  changed ;  the  principles  of  the  statute  of 
mortmain^  enacted  more  than  three  hundred 
years  ago,  by  our  English  ancestors,  to  curb  * 
the  inordinate  power  aud  aggressive  policy  of 
priestcraft,  were  to  be  violate<l,  and  tlie  whole 
vast  property  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
in  that  state,  was  to  be  invested  in  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese  and  his  successor  in  ofBce  for 
ever,  as  a  corporation  sole !  It  needs  no  com- 
mentary to  exhibit  the  enormity  of  this  pro- 
ject, while  its  boldness  must  challenge  the 
amazement  of  the  most  apathetic. 

The  Jesuit  mind,  ever  alive  to  schemes  for  the 
temporal  aggrandizement  of  Rome,  had  seized 
eagerly  the  occasion  to  obtain  a  strong  foothold 
in  America,  and  so  well  had  it  played  the 
balance  of  power,  which  through  the  foreign 
Catholic  vote  it  undoubte<lly  held,  and  so  C4>r- 
rupt  had  party  politics  grown,  that  this  infa- 
mous act  was  well  nigh  becoming  a  law  of 
the  state.  Nor  was  this  the  beginning  of 
aggressij  )n .  The  history  of  the  Catholic  priests' 
Tvar  upon  the  Bible,  in  our  public  schools,  is 
well  known,  and  affords  a  striking  instance 
of  the  daring  and  determined  character  of  that 
priesthowl.  Nor  yet  was  this  all ;  political 
societies  of  foreigners  were  multiplying  all 
over  the  land,  wiui  the  avowed  object  of  con- 
trolling local,  state,  and  even  general  elec- 
tions, and  of  thus  impressing  upon  our  legis- 
lati(m  a  policy  foreign  to  our  institutions,  and 
detrimental  to  the  continued  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  nation.  Bound  by  no  ties  of  af- 
fection and  traditionary  veneration  for  the 
government,  acknowledging  no  principle,  save 
that  of  self-interest,  or  the  scarcely  broad- 
er interest  of  clanship,  ready  for  the  shambles 
whenever  the  purchase-money  was  counted 
down,  they  exhibited,  indeed,  a  frightful  ele- 
ment of  political  corruption.  Scarcely  ap- 
preciating, if  at  all,  the  change  from  despotism 
to  republicanism,  without  any  true  apprehen- 
sion of  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship,  their 
best  idea  of  law,  the  absence  of  restraint,  they 
exhibited  a  natural  inclination  to  disregard 
all  regulations  which  curtailed  any  coveted 
privilege.  They  had  been  flattered  by  base 
demagogues  to  believe  that  they  were  better 
citizens  than  the  natives  them.«elves,  citizens 
by  choice  and  not  by  the  aircident  of  birth ; 
aud  hence  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  paid  little  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  the 
ballot  1k)X  and  perpetrated  the  most  gross  and 
daring  frauds.  And  at  this  time  where  were 
tlie  American  people — tlie  children  of  the  soil  ? 
Absorbed  in  selfish  paity  schemes,  they  ha*i 
no  time  to  spare  even  for  the  contemplation, 
mu(;h  less  for  the  reformation,  of  these  crying 
abuses.  Nay,  the  very  evil  which  threatened 
to  shake  the  foundations  of  our  government 
was,  upon  occasions,  to  them  a  boon  ;  and  often 
in  the  closely  contesteil  election,  the  mercenary 
foreign. cohort  was  brought  over  to  decide  the 
i^sue.  Unmindful  of  the  teachings  of  history, 
they  never  seemed  to  contemplate  the  danger 
which  threatened  at  last  to  whelm  their  fac- 
tions beneath  the  despotic  rule  of  these  un- 
natural allies. 
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Well,  8ir,  such  was  tho  melancholy  state  of 
affairs,  at  least  within  the  purview  of  my  polili- 
*  cal  horizon.  Catholic  priest«  and  foreigners 
held  the  balance  of  power,  and  dcinagopies  pan- 
dered shamelessly  to  their  demands.  The  word 
'*  American,''  had  almost  become  a  term  of  con- 
tempt, and  tlie  insolence  of  the  forei^er  would 
have  been  unendurable,  but  that  a  little  native 
spirit  and  a  little  native  muscle,  which  was  apt 
to  contract  and  expand  suddenly  on  occasions, 
were  yet  left.  This  condition  of  affairs  was 
indeed  one  over  which  patriotism  might  justly 
mourn ;  but  it  was  also  one  for  patriotism  to 
reform ;  and  this  idea  of  the  necessity  for  re- 
form seems  to  have  occurred  spontaneously, 
and  almost  simultaneous,  over  the  whole  Union. 
In  New  York,  the  order  of  "  United  Ameri- 
cans," though  but  few  in  numbers,  put  forth 
their  energies,  and  by  the  force  of  strong  re- 
monstrance and  eloquent  denunciation,  de- 
feated the  bishop's  property  bill.  Very  soon 
the  arrogant  tones  of  the  foreign  and  Catholic 
organs  drove  men  together  to  consult  and  act. 
They  met  at  such  times  and  in  such  places  as 
their  judgment  approved — say  at  ni^ht  and  in 
secrecy,  if  you  please — I  scorn  puerile  denun- 
ciation ;  their  numbers  increased,  their  plans 
were  matured,  and  soon  the  nation,  from  Maine 
to  California,  was  startled  by  a  series  of  un- 
looked  for  political  results,  which  developed 
the  strange  fact  that  there  was  an  American 
people. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  birth  of  the  American 
party — its  progress,  so  far,  is  before  us  ;  but  I 
protest  that  its  history  shall  not  be  written 
until  calm  deliberation  shall  have  restored 
harmony  to  its  councils,  and  effected  once  more 
order  and  unity  in  its  purposes  and  action — 
till  opportunity  shall  have  been  afforded  to  de- 
velope  and  perfect  its  policy.  I  have  said,  sir, 
that  I  am  a  Protestant ;  I  love  the  word,  for  it 
is  significant  of  all  that  contributes  to  the  ele- 
vation, the  progress,  and  the  freedom  of  our 
nice.  Martin  Luther,  from  whose  cell  burst 
the  fires  of  the  Reformation  which  have  filled 
the  world  with  light,  was  a  Pn^teatant :  John 
Hampden,  the  compeer  of  Milton,  as  illustri- 
ous as  he  for  his  bold  advocacy  of  the  rights  of 
man,  was  also  a  Protestant — ^not  only  against 
the  desjioiic  sway  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  but 
against  kingly  misrule  no  less.  Indeed,  as 
Luther  illustrated  the  religious,  so  Hampden 
illustrated  the  political  phase  of  Protestantism, 
for  the  latter  is  an  inevitable  sequence  of  the 
former.  The  liberty  of  conscience,  the  rights 
of  individuality,  which  Protestantism  affirms, 
iintagonize  no  less  with  civil  than  they  do  with 
«M;clesiastical  despotism.  No  demonstration 
of  history  has  been  wrought  out  more  clearly 
than  this,  that  where  the  conscience  is  enslaved 
by  the  priest,  the  civil  rights  of  the  subject 
are  abridged  by  the  despot ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  the  conscience  is  free  in  matters 
of  religion,  political  freedom  prevails.  In  other 
words,  Protestantism  results  in  civil  enfran- 
chisement ;  Jesuitism,  on  the  contrary,  affili- 
atea  with,  and  tends  to  political  despotism.  As 
in  the  empires  of  the  old  world  Jesuitism 


allies  itself  with  kingcrafl,  so  in  the  new  it 
strikes  hands  with  slavery.  In  either  case  the 
lawof  affinity  vindicates  its  authority — the  alli- 
'  ance  is  natural.  That  is  but  a  bustard  Pnn 
testantism  which  fraternizes  with  any  form  of 
despotism,  civil  or  ecclesiastical.  Some  have 
wondered  thata  certain  classof  our  naturalise<l 
citizens  should  be  found  sustaining  the  Cin- 
cinnati platform,  and  the  Presidential  candi- 
date who  has  merged  his  individuality  in  that 
platform,  while  another  class  sustain  the  plat- 
form of  freedom  in  opposition  to  the  aggres- 
sions of  slavery.  But  to  me  there  is  no  mys- 
tery in  all  this.  It  only  illustrates  the  natural 
affinity  of  Jesuitism  with  slavery.  That  part 
of  our  foreign-bom  f>onuIation  who  support 
Mr.  Buchanan  are,  witti  rare  exceptions,  the 
subjects  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  and  conse- 
quently friendly  to  the  despotic  jprinctpUy  of 
which  slavery  is  a  logical  necessity.  On  the 
contrary,  the  foreign-born  voters  who  oppose 
the  extension  of  slavery,  with  the  platform  and 
candidate  of  the  Cincinnati  convention,  are 
generally  a  more  iniclligent  class  of  citizens, 
owing  no  allegiance  to  Rome,  and  disdaining 
all  alliance  with  the  slave  power,  which  de- 
grades labor  and  despises  the  laborer.  The 
former  are  Catholics ;  the  latter  Protestants. 
Of  course  there  are  exceptions  in  both  cases, 
but  this  classification  will  be  found  generally 
correct,  and  the  explanation  of  the  fact  will 
also  be  found  in  the  natural  affinity  of  one  do- 

rtic  system  with  another.  Said  1  not  rightly 
t  Protestantism  is  significant  of  all  that 
contributes  to  the  elevation,  the  progress,  and 
freedom  of  our  race  ?  As  a  Protestant  I  can 
do  no  less,  then,  than  oppose  the  aggressions 
of  the  slave-power ;  and  when  I  find  Jesuitism 
allying  itself  with  that  power,  and  striving  to 
secure  the  success  of  its  platform  and  its  Can- 
didate, I  cannot  fail  to  remark,  that  con8i»- 
tency  demands  from  all  who  love  the  Protestant 
principle,  opposition  to  the  usur])ation8  of 
slavery,  no  less  than  relentless  hostility  to  tho 
aggressions  of  Popery.  They  are  twin  d'emoop ; 
and,  Gtjd  helping  me,  I  am  re«olved,  within 
the  limits  of  constitutional  action,  to  give  no 
quarter  to  either. 

Clayton  Compromise. 

Mr.  Clayton,  in  a  speech  in  the  Senate, 
on  the  1st  of  March,  18r)4,  thus  gave  a  his- 
tory of  the  measure  which  l)orc  his  name. 

In  1848,  shortly  after  the  acquisition  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  *  *  ♦  a  debate 
raged  in  tho  Senate  until  the  12th  July,  ♦  ♦  * 
when  I  came  forward  and  proposed  to  my 
brother  Senators  to  arrest  the  debate,  and  t<» 
appoint  a  committee  of  eight  nicinbers — ^four 
from  the  North,  and  four  from  the  South : 
two  Whigs  from  the  North,  two  Democrats 
from  the  North ;  two  Democrats  from  the 
South,  and  two  Whigs  fr«im  the  S<mth — t<i 
take  into  consideration  the  ineasui'cs  then 
proposed  for  tho  orgauizaltou  of  lerrlujrtal 
governments  in  Oregon,  Ctililoniia,  and  New 
Mexico.    The  motion  was  adopted,  and  iht 


CLATTON  C0MPB0MI8K 


M«ta  in  tlM  Senmte  wu  UTwted.  Od  the 
Kit  daj  the  Senate  proceeded  to  appoint  the 
eommittM  bj  ballot.  Thej  did  me  the  honor 
to  Mleet  me  a«  ita  chairmaJi,  and  alao  elected 
M  memben  of  the  committee  with  me,  Mr. 
Calhoun ;  the  S«nalor  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
Bright) ;  Mr.  Clark  of  Rhode  Island  ;  the 
pveaent  Fneidentof  the  Senate  (Mr.  Atchi- 
•on) ;  mj  fHend  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Phelps) ; 
Mr.  Dickinwn  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Under- 
wood of  Kentnck^. 

The  cominittee  unmediatelj  entered  actively 
apon  the  diacharge  of  its  dntj.  Both  northern 
and  lonthen]  men  expressed  a  desire  for  the 
■uocesa  of  this  effort  to  settle  the  controversj, 
J  worda  passed  until  the 


"TbipRiHwliif  tb>  ftntfa  to  ruB  (ba  IbM  Of  M°  SO- to 
tbm  Pmnk  would  bmn  nuda  una  million  rii  bundnd  tbou- 
■UHl  atun  mlla  or  th>  Urrltorj,  Irlnt  tejaud  Um  iUU*. 


Now,  «ir,  r am  compelled,  in  justice  ta  both 
MctioDa  of  the  Union,  to  relate  in  vour  pre- 
•enoe,  joa  baring  been  a  member  of  the  oom- 
nittee,  and  knowing  the  truth  of  the  facta 
whkh  I  am  about  to  state,  what  occurred  in 
that  eommittee.  As  soon  as  we  assembled. 
It  pmpoaition  was  made  bj  a  member  from 
the  South  to  exteod  the  Missouri  compromise 
line  to  the  Padfic.  You,  sir,  remember  it 
well.  The  Tote  npon  it  stood  four  northern 
members  against  it,  and  four  southern  mem- 
ben for  it.  The  proposition  was  renewed  in 
ererr  form  in  wnich  we  could  conceive  it 
woold  be  proper;  bat  our  northern  friends 
njectcd  it  as  often  as  it  was  proposed.  We 
difcossed  it ;  we  entreated  them  to  adopt  it. 
We  did  not  pretend  that  it  was  a  constitu- 
tiimal  measure,  but  it  hod  been  held  by  many 
af  a  compact  between  the  North  and  the 
t^.uth,  and  in  such  an  emergency  as  that 
itiCB  existing,  it  bad  been  justified  by  the 
pc'iple  as  a  measure  of  peace.  We  argued 
lh«  question  to  show  onr  northern  friends  the 
justice,  not  the  constitutionality,  of  eitcnding 
■uch  a  line  to  the  Pacific.  I  remember  well 
thai  I  obtained  a  statement  from  the  Land 
OSce  which  showed  the  effect  of  it ;  and  1 
tlioogfat  it  ouKht  to  satisfy  northern  gentle- 
men.  From  that  statement  it  appeared  that 
if  the  line  were  extended  to  the  Pacific,  the 
free  labor  of  the  North  would  have  the  exclu* 
■Ive  occupation  of  one  million  six  hundred 
thousand  square  miles  of  land  in  the  tcrr'to- 
rie«  outside  of  the  states,  and  the  South  but 
twt>  hundred  and  sixty-two  thouinand,  in 
which,  observe,  slavery  couid  only  be  tole- 
rated in  case  the  people  residine  there  should 
allow  it.  The  debates  which  fallowed  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  fully  sustain  all  these 
statamenta  of  mine.  Among  other  things  I 
said  in  a  speech,  delivered  in  the  Senate, 
after  the  report,  on  the  3d  of  Augnst.  184S, 
which  will  be  found  on  page  1207  cif  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Congressional  Globe  for  that 


wtUfl  lit  jDdkU  qiiHU0D>-'to  nst  the  pnHDt  hopm  «r 
HlUtmant  on  thli  u  lbs  uk  of  our  HibtT.  Iwo-tblrdl  of 
tilt  eominlttM  Jojouhl;  otncumd  in  tbo  prt)poflltlDD.'' 

We  came  into  the  Senate  with  three-fourths 
of  the  oommittee  decidedly  in  favor  of  this  last 
proposition,  and  one-fourth  hesitating,  but  not 
fixed  against  us  at  the  time  when  we  made  the 
report.  Now,  air,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  tho  Senate  for  a  few  moments  to  the  history 
of  what  occurred  in  the  Senate  aner  the  report 
was  made. 

Mr.  Atcbison,  the  Preaident,  (in  the  tdiair,] 
here  ruse,  and  said:  If  the  Senate  will  permit 
me,  I  will  here  state  that  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  has,  according  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
coUecUon,  substantially  stated  what  did  taka 
place  while  that  committee  was  in  session. 

Mr.  Clayton.  In  obedience  to  the  decision 
of  the  committee,  I  drafted  the  Compromise 
Bill  of  1848 ;  and  bv  reference  to  page  477 
of  the  Journal  for  that  year,  it  will  be  acen 
that,  as  chairman,  I  reported  it  as  a  bill  "to  . 
eatabliah  the  territorial  governments  of  Or^ 
gon,  California,  and  New  Mexico :  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading."  The 
opinions  of  the  Senate  on  the  suhiect  of  the 
reatriotion  of  alavery  in  the  territories,  as  col- 
lected from  their  vutca  while  this  bill  was 
pending,  may  be  now  briefiy  stated. 

By  reference  to  page  490  uf  the  same  Jour- 
nal,  it  will  be  found  that  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  all  the  sections  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding territiTJa!  governments  for  California 
and  New  Mexico.  A  protracted  debate  en- 
sued, and  on  that  motion  the  veas  were : 


■.   BlKlwlii.  Bnil1>D> 


,  MLpft,  rpbun,  WkLk^r. 


tf  ott  Ult  wttmbm  ^  CV  trrmini^trK,  aurtbal 

coaanmlia  tn  Rtlrtl  Aod  alTfct;  ttu 

:h  •/3V>  Vf  sbinlld  bi  (nm.  ind   i 

~!io  pvpl*  lb«n  ■honld  w] 


ReiTten.  norl*nd.  BraiH.  Biinbl.  BuUir.  Colbona,  CiijtDD, 
Daibot  Ula«.  DlcUlUDII.  Douglu.  Downi,  Voolo,  Uunogui, 
llcnuton.  Jobnnn  of  Nd..  JotaDKnor  Ls..  Johnioii  of  0>^ 
Khiit.  Liwta,  Muipun,    tAtroa,   MslisU,    Veua,   ytAft, 

From  page  500  of  the  Journal  of  the  Senate 
fur  that  year  it  appears  that  on  the  26th  of 
July,  Mr.  Cljrke  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  section  in  rela- 
tion to  the  territory  of  Oreeon,  where  slavery 
had  been  prohibited  by  flie  provisional  go- 
vernment, these  words ; 
"/VnrMf^hKuHr,  Tb>t no liirnpHllBC Ibg  xtof Uw 
nmiut  of  nid  Iflrllarrpniblbltlu  ■Iinrj 
tT'ltnla  IbuKn.  Aijl  1»  tiUiI,  dbUI  Uw 


On  this  amendment,  whidi  ms  a  pn^on> 
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tion  to  reBtriot  slaTerr  by  act  of  Congress  in 
territory  acquired,  and  then  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  the  yeas  were : — 

*<MeMrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Bradbury,  Clarke,  Cor* 
vtn,  DatIi  of  Maee^  BaTton,  Dix,  Bodipe,  Felch,  Fitiererald, 
Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Ifillar,  NUea,  Upham,  Walker." 


The  nays  were : — 

<*M«mrs.  Atchison,  Atberton.  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien.  Bor^ 
laod,  Breeiie,  Bright,  Batter,  Galhonn,  Clayton,  BaTia  of 
lliea^  Dicklnaon,  Ikooglaa,  Downs,  Foot,  Uannegnn,  Hooeton, 
Hunter,  Jclinaon  of  Bld^  Johnson  of  Ga.,  King,  Lewie, 
Maaoo,  Metcalfe,  Phelpe,  Ru»k,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Tomey, 
Underwood,  Westeott,  Yulee." 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Davis  of  Mass.  moved 
to  strike  oat  the  twelfth  section  relating  to 
Ore^n,  and  to  insert  in  liei^  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing :— 

*<8ce.  13.  And  he  it  further  enadeeU  That  so  much  of  the 
sixth  section  ol  the  ordinance  of  the  18th  of  July,  1787,  as 
is  eontainnd  in  (he  following  words,  to  wit :  '  There  shall  be 
neither  sluTery  nor  iuToluntary  serritnde  in  the  said  tesri- 
tory  other  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 

tarties  shall  hare  been  duly  oonvieted,'  thaXi  be  and  remain 
II  Ibrce  within  the  territory  of  Oregon.'' 

This  was  a  direct  issue  on  the  principle  of 
restriction,  and  is  commonly  designated  as 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  This  amendment  was 
^oted  down  oy  a  vote  of  yeas  21,  nays  33. 
The  yeas  were: — 

*- Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Clarke, 
Oorwin,  Bavia  of  Uasa.,  Dayton,  Diz,  Dodge,  Feloh,  Fits* 
gerald,  Greene,  Uale,  Uamlln,  MUler,  Nlles,  Spruanoe,  Up- 
ham.  Walker." 

The  nays  were: — 

**  Mesmrs.  Atdiison,  Badger,  Bdl,  Berrien,  Borland,  Breese, 
Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  ClaytoD,  Darisof  Miss.,  Dickinson, 
Douglas.  Downs,  Foots,  Hannegan,  UoustoQ,  Hunter,  John- 
son of  Md.,  Johnson  of  La.,  Johnson  of  Qa.,  King,  Lswis, 
Maogum.  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Tur* 
n^,  Underwood,  Westeott,  Tnlee." 

On  the  same  day— the  26th  of  July,  1848— 
when  we  had  that  memorable  session  of 
twenty-two  hours,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  and  "  It 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^nays  33, 
nays  22."    The  yeas  were: — 

**  Messn*.  Alehiton^  Atherton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Bree«e,  Bright^  Butler^  Calhoun,  CTajf^m,  DstIb  of  Miiw., 
Dickinson,  DtrngUu^  Downs,  Foots,  Ilannegan,  HbviCcm, 
Ihuder,  Johnson  of  Md.,  Johnson  of  Lsl,  Johnson  of  Oa., 
King,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Ma$(m^  Phdpt^  Ru$k,  SibatUan, 
Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Tumey,  Westeott,  Tulee." 

The  nays  were : — 

**  Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell.  Bradbnrr,  Clarke, 
Gorwin,  Davis  of  Mass.,  Davton,  Dix,  Dodge,  Feldh,  Fit>> 
nrald,  Greene.  Hale,  Hamlin,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Nileo,  Un> 
derwood,  Upham,  Walker.** 

**  The  Senate  adioumed  at  fifly-thrce  min- 
utes after  seven  o^clock,  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday,  July  27th,"  having  been  in  ses- 
sion twenty-two  hours. — See  page  603  of  the 
Journal. 

Well,  sir,  what  were  the  principles  con- 
tained in  that  bill?  There  are  now  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  if  I  count  them  rieht, 
eleven  members  who  voted  for  it.  The  Dill 
made  provision  for  the  organization  of  terri- 
tories in  Ore^n,  California,  and  New  Mexico. 
In  New  Mexico— I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  that,  as  the  organieation  of  Utah 
was  on  the  same  principle— provision  was 
made  for  the  territorial  government  by  di- 


recting the  appointment  of  a  Governor,  and 
Secretary,  and  three  Judges,  who»  besides  per- 
forming the  appropriate  duties  incident  to 
their  own  offices,  were  to  constitute  a  Legisla 
tive  Council  for  that  territory.  The  twenty 
sixth  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  this 
Le^slative  Council  should  have  power  to 
legislate  upon  all  subjects  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
but  no  power  to  prohibit  or  establish  African 
slavery  oy  law.  An  appeal  was  provided  from 
all  decisions  of  the  territorial  judges  in  cases 
of  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  or  other  cases 
where  the  issue  of  personal  freedom  should 
be  presented  to  the  court. 

This  was  indeed  a  non-intervention  bill. 
By  these  means  the  parties  in  a  controversy 
relating  to  personal  freedom  were  necessarily 
driven  into  the  courts.  I  shall,  by-and-by« 
compare  this  measure  with  those  which  fol- 
lowed it,  professing  to  be  bills  for  non-in- 
tervention, and  shul  endeavor  to  show  its 
superiority  over  them ;  but  for  the  present  I 
must  proceed  with  the  history  of  the  struggla 
between  the  North  and  the  oouth  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  territories. 

Why  was  it  that  the  committee  and  men»- 
bers  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  compromise  upon 
a  principle  like  that?  Northern  gentlemen 
had  been  contending  in  debate,  before  ihn 
committee  reported,  that  the  SoutJi  had  no 
right  to  take  slaves  within  the  limits  of  Call* 
fomia  and  New  Mexico.  They  claimed  that 
by  the  decree  of  Guerrero,  the  Dictator,  and 
the  constitution  of  Mexico,  slavery  did  not 
exist  in  those  territories  at  the  time  of  their 
annexation.  They  therefore  denied  the  right 
asserted  by  the  &>uth  to  hold  slaves  in  tho8« 
territories,  and  insisted  that  the  whole  of 
them  should  be  dedicated  to  free  labor.  The 
South  contended  that  by  the  inevitable  exten- 
sion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  those  territories,  the  southern  slaveholder 
had  the  right  to  hold  his  slaves  in  them,  and 
denied  that  any  Mexican  law  prohibiting  him 
from  doing  so  could  remain  in  force  afler  their 
acijuisition.  Thus  one  of  those  very  geognk 
phical  (question R  so  much  deprecated  by  Wash- 
ington m  his  Farewell  Address  had  arisen; 
and  I  felt  called  upon  on  the  12th  of  July,  1848, 
to  redeem  the  pledge  which  I  had  previously 
given  to  compromise  that  question,  if  I  could^ 
**  on  terms  equally  fair  and  honorable  for  the 
North  and  South."  Hence  it  was,  I  repeat, 
that  I  moved  for  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  South  ajzreed  with  extraordinary  unan- 
imity to  submit  the  validity  of  their  claim  to 
the  Supremo  Court.  Many  Northern  gentle- 
men agreed  to  the  pamc  thing;  but  there  was, 
by  no  means,  the  same  unanimity  in  regard  to 
it  at  the  North  which  existed  at  the  South, 
Still  there  was,  as  I  have  shown  from  the  vote, 
an  overwhelming;  majority  of  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  bill  of  1848,  which  carried  out 
this  principle.  The  bill  having  passed  the 
Senate,  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.   It  is  not  neoessary  for  me  to  state  its 
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Tiue  theri*.  It  wm  defeated  by  an  indirect 
vote  of  110  tu  97,  laying  it  on  the  table;  and 
bj  looking  at  the  Journal,  you  will  ascertain 
that  three-fourths,  perhaps  five-sixths,  of  those 
who  opposed  the  bill,  and  destroyed  it  by  lay- 
ing it  on  the  table,  consisted  of  Northern 
gjntlemen. 

In  the  House  on  the  28th  of  July,  1848, 
Mr.  Stephens  of  Geo.,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  which  was  carried  by  tue  foUow- 
bg  vote : — 


YBA«.~M«Mr^  Abbott  of  MaM^  Adami  of  Kj^  Aafamnn 
«r  Sfauv..  Belchf«r  of  Me.,  Bingham  of  Hlch^  Blanehard  of 
IV,  BoydoQ  of  N.  C  Budtner  of  K7.,  Butler  of  Pa^  Gtobj 
of  O,  Clapp  of  M«^ Ooilamer  of  VU OoUinsof  N.  T^  Oongcr 
of  N.  Y^  Cnmston  of  K.  L,  Crowell  of  0^  CrniiMr  of  Tenn., 
Darilnie  of  Wlt^  Diokry  of  Pa..  IMzon  of  Conn.,  Donnell  of 
3r.  C  D»er  of  N.  Y^  Daaeaa  of  0.,  Dunn  of  lad.,  Ei&ert  of 
Fa^  EdwmHlM  of  0.,  IBnibrea  of  Ind.,  Evmoa  of  0..  Faran  of 
0.,  Fardlj  of  Pa.,  Flaher  of  0.,  Fivedlj  of  Pa^  FriM  of  0., 
tiUdlnipi  of  a,  Oott  of  N.  Y^  GreKorr  of  N.  J^  Orinnell  of 
Maaa,  Hala  of  MaM..  Kail  of  N.  Y..  itammonof  Me.,  Uamp- 
too  of  N.  J^  Hampton  of  Pa^  Henley  of  Ind.,  Henry  of  Vt., 
Holmes  of  N.  Y.,  Hnbbanl  of  Oonn.,  Hndmn  of  Maan.,  Jon. 
ft.  In|{emll  of  Pa..  Irrln  of  Pa..  Jeaklneof  N.  Y.,  Kelloni;  of 
ST.  Y«  King  of  Mass.,  Uhm  of  0.,  Wm.  T.  Lawreneeof  N.  Y., 
Stdney  Lawrence  of  N.Y.,  Lincoln  of  IlL,  Lord  of  N.  Y,,  Lynde 
of  Wbu.  Maday  of  N.  Y.,  McOelland  of  Mich.,  Mdlvalne  of 
Pa-  Mana  of  Mans  Marsh  of  Vt,  Marrin  of  N.  Y.,  Morrle 
of  0.,  Mullln  of  N.  Y..  Nelson  of  N.  Y^  Nes  of  Pa.,  Newell 
of  N.  J.,  NksoU  of  N.  Y.,  Palflrey  ef  .Mann.,  Peariiw  of  N.  H., 
IVekflf  VL.  Pendleton  of  Va.,  Petrie  ef  N.  Y.,  Pollock  of  Pa., 
Putnam  of  N.  Y.,  Ueynolds  of  N.  Y.,  KockweU  of  Mass.,  Rock- 
weU  of  Oonn.,  Rose  of  N.  Y.,  Romwy  of  N.Y.,  St  John  of  N'.Y., 
flebenck  of  a,  Sherrell  of  N.  Y.,  SIlTenter  of  N.  Y.,  SHngel^ 
land  ut  N.Y.,  8mait  of  Me.,  Smith  of  Ind..  Smith  of  IlL,  Smith 
«f  Coan^  Stvk  weather  of  N.  Y.,  Stephens  of  Os^  Stewart  of 
PIL,  Stnart  of  Mlrh.,  Stnihm  of  Pa.,  Strong  of  Pa.,  Tall- 
■Mdge  of  N.  Y.,  Taylor  of  0.,  Thompson  of  Pa.,  Thompeoa 
of  Ind.,  Thompson  of  Ky.,  Thompson  of  la.,  Thurston  of 
K.  I.,  Tack  of  N.  H.,  Van  Dyke  of  N.  J.,  Vinton  of  0.,  Warrra 
of  N.  Y.,  Wentworth  of  111.,  White  of  N.  Y.,  WUqr  of  Me., 
WUmot  of  Pa.— 112L 

NaT)*.— Memrs.  Atkinson  of  Va.,  Barrlnger  of  N.  C,  Bar- 
raw  of  Tenn.,  Bayly  of  Va.,  Beale  of  Va.,  Bedinger  of  Va., 
MniMall  of  N.  Y^  Bocock  of  Va.,  Botts  of  Va.,  Bowdon  of  Ala., 
Bowlin  of  Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Brodhead  of  Pa.,  Brown  of 
Va.,  Bart  of  S.  C,  Cabell  of  Fla..  Cathcart  of  Ind.,  Chapman 
of  Md  .  Franklin  Clark  of  Me.,  Clarke  of  Ky..  aininnaD  of 
N.  C  Cobb  of  Qa.,  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Cocke  of  Tenn.,  CrisflAld 
of  Md^  Daniel  of  N.  C,  Dickinmn  of  0.,  EranB  of  Md., 
F^thentonof  Mim..  FIrklin  of  III.,  Flovmoy  of  Va.,  French 
vt  Ky.,  Folton  of  Va.,  Gayle  of  Ala.,  lh>nti-y  uf  Tenn.,  Oog- 
idn  of  Va.,  tireen  of  Mo.,  Hall  of  Mo.,  Ilaimlmn  of  Ga., 
If  uia'infrtn  of  La..  Uarri^of  Ala.,  mil  of  Tenn.,  Hilllard  of 
Ala^  Holmes  of  S.  C,  Houston  of  Ala.,  Hoiuton  of  l>cl., 
Tttipe  of  Ai&.,  Quuiefl  J.  Inguraoll  of  Pa.,  Ivenv^n  of  Ua., 
JameMn  of  Ma.  Jobnmn  of  Tenn.,  Juhmnn  of  Ark.,  Jones  uf 
Tenn..  Jones  of  Ga.,  Kaufman  of  Tex..  Kennon  of  0.,  Kintc  of 
Oa..  La  Sere  of  La..  Lieon  of  Md.,  Lumpkin  of  Md.,  McCler- 
nand  of  III..  McDowell  of  Va..  McKay  of  .N.C.,  McLane  of  Md., 
Job  Mann  of  Pa.,  Meado  of  Va..  Miller  of  0.,  Morehead  of 
Ky.,  CHitlaw  of  N.  C,  Pettlt  of  Ind.,  Peyton  of  Ky..  Wll*. 
t  ary  of  Tex.,  I'reetDn  of  Va.,  Khett  of  S.  C,  Kicfaarddon  of 
IlL.  RIehey  of  0.,  RoUniion  of  Ind.,  Kockliill  of  Ind.,  8awyor 
of  O..  Sbf^pard  of  N.  C,  SJmpnon  of  S.  C,  Wmi  of  S.  C, 
Stanton  of  Tenn.,  ThitxMleauz  of  Ia.,  Thomai  of  Tenn., 
Thompson  of  MImi.,  Thooipmn  of  Vii.,  Tompklnn  of  Mint.. 
T-r-nibfi  fit  Ga.,  Tamer  of  III.,  Venable  of  N.  C.  Wallace  of 
ti  C,  Wick  of  Ind.,  William*  of  .Me..  Wood  ward  of  S.  C— 07. 


ClaytoB-BBlwei  Treaty. 

Tue  UDited  States  of  America  ana  Her 
Hritiinnic  Majesty,  being  dettirous  of  consoli- 
'.Hting  the  relatiouH  of  amity  which  bo  happily 
-ul*si?t  between  them,  l>y  setting  forth  and 
;..ving  in  a  convention  their  views  and  inten- 
■uv.i^  with  reference  to  any  means  of  coni- 
;nuiiIi.'auon  by  sliip  canal,  which  may  be 
•  'ii^iructcd  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
* »  eansi,  by  the  way  of  the  rivor  San  Juan  de 
N-'.'unigua,  and  cither  or  l>oth  of  the  hikes  of 
Nicaragua  or  Managua,  to  any  port  or  place 
^fu  tlie  Pacific  Ocean:    th«   President  of  the 


United  States  has  conferred  full  powers  on 
John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State  of  tlic 
United  States ;  and  Iler  Britannic  Mujestv  on 
the  Kight  Honorable  Sir  Henry  Lytton  Ijul- 
wer,  a  member  of  Iler  Majesty's  Mont  IIon«r- 
able  Privy  Council,  Knight  Commander  of  tlu* 
Most  Honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  Envi.y 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipiitentitiry 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  United 
States,  for  the  aforesaid  purpose;  and  tiie 
said  plenipotentiaries  having  exchanged  their 
full  pwwors,  which  were  found  to  be  in  prop<;r 
form,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles : — 

Artici^  I.  l^e  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  hereby  declare,  that 
neither  the  one  or  the  other  will  ever  obtain 
or  maintain  for  itself  any  exclusive  control 
over  the  said  ship  canal ;  af^reeing  that  neither 
will  ever  erect  or  maintain  any  fortifications 
commanding  the  same  or  in  the  vicinity  there- 
of, or  occupy  or  fortify,  or  colonize,  or  assume 
or  exercise  any  dominion  over  Nicaragua, 
Costa  liica,  the  Musquito  Coast,  or  any  part 
of  Central  America ;  nor  will  cither  make 
use  of  any  protection  which  either  affords,  or 
may  afford,  or  any  alliance  which  either  has, 
or  may  have,  to  or  with  any  state  or  people 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  or  maintaining  any 
such  fortifications,  or  of  occupying,  fortifying, 
or  colonizing  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rico,  the  Mus- 
quito Coast,  or  any  part  of  Central  America, 
or  of  assuming  or  exercising  dominion  over 
the  same ;  nor  will  the  United  States  or  Great 
Britain  take  advantage  of  any  intimacy,  or  use 
any  alliance,  connection,  or  influence  that 
either  may  possess,  with  any  state  or  govern- 
ment through  whose  territory  the  said  canal 
may  pass,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  or 
holding,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  one,  any  rights  or  advan- 
tages m  regard  to  commerce  or  navigation  • 
through  the  said  canal  which  shall  not  be 
offered  on  the  same  terms  to  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  the  other. 

Article  H.  Vessels  of  the  United  States  or 
Groat  Britain  traversing  the  said  canal  shall, 
in  case  of  war  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties, be  exempted  from  blockade,  detention,  or 
capture  by  either  of  the  belligerents ;  and  this 
provision  shall  extend  to  such  distance  from 
the  two  ends  of  the  said  (uinal  as  may  hereaf- 
ter be  found  expedient  Ut  establish. 

[Article  3d  obligates  the  contracting  parties 
to  protect  such  persons  as  may  be  employed  in 
making  said  canal. 

Article  4th  further  obligates  the  contracting 
parties  to  use  their  influence  with  the  govern- 
ment possessing  jurisdiction  to  facilitate  the 
construction  of  said  canal,  and  to  establish  two 
free  portii,  one  at  each  end  of  the  same.J 

Article  V.  The  oxmtracting  parties  further 
engage  that,  when  the  said  canal  shall  have 
been  completed,  they  will  protect  it  from  in- 
terruption, seizure,  or  unjust  confiscation,  and 
that  they  will  guarantee  the  neutrality  there- 
of, so  that  the  said  canal  may  forever  bf 
open  and  free,  and  the  capital  invested  there 
in  secure.     Nevertheless,  the  governments  of 
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the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  ac- 
cording their  protection  to  the  construction  of 
the  said  canal,  and  guaranteeing  its  neutrality 
and  security  when  completed,  always  under- 
stand that  this  protection  and  guarantee  are 
granted  conditionally,  and  may  be  withdrawn 
by  both  governments,  or  either  government, 
if  both  governments,  or  either  government 
should  deem  that  the  persons  or  company  un- 
dertaking or  managing  the  same  adopt  or 
establish  such  regulations  concerning  the  traf- 
iio  thereupon  as  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  this  convention,  either  by  making 
unfair  discriminations  in  favor  of  the  com- 
merce of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  over 
the  commerce  of  the  other,  or  by  imposing 
oppressive  exactions  or  unreasonable  tolls 
upon  passengers,  vessels,  goods,  wares, .  mer- 
chandise, or  other  articles.  Neither  party, 
however,  shall  withdraw  the  aforesaid  protec- 
tion or  guarantee  without  first  giving  six 
months'  notice  to  the  other. 

Article  VI.  The  contracting  parties  in  this 
convention  engaee  to  invite  every  state  with 
which  both  or  either  have  friendly  intercourse, 
to  enter  into  stipulations  with  them  similar  to 
those  which  they  have  entered  into  with  each 
other,  to  the  end  that  all  other  states  may 
shore  in  the  honor  and  advantage  of  having 
contributed  to  a  work  of  such  eeneral  interest 
and  importance  as  the  canal  herein  contem- 
plated. And  the  contracting  parties  likewise 
agree  that  each  shall  enter  into  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  such  of  the  Central  American  States 
as  they  may  deem  advisable,  for  the  purpose 
of  more  effectually  carrying  out  the  great 
design  of  this  convention,  namely,  that  of 
constructing  and  maintaining  the  said  canal 
as  a  ship  communication  between  the  two 
oceans  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  on  equal 
f  terms  to  all,  and  of  protecting  the  same ;  and 
they  also  agree  that  the  good  offices  of  either 
shall  be  employed,  when  requested  by  the 
other,  in  aiding  and  assisting  the  negotiation 
of  such  treaty  stipulations ;  and,  should  any 
differences  arise  as  to  right  or  property  over 
the  territory  through  which  the  said  canal 
shall  pass, — between  the  states  or  governments 
of  Central  America, — and  such  differences 
should,  in  any  way,  impede  or  obstruct  the 
execution  of  tne  said  canal*  the  governments 
of  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  will 
use  their  good  offices  to  settle  such  differences 
in  the  manner  best  suited  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  said  canal,  and  to  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  friendship  and  alliance  which 
exist  between  the  contracting  parties. 

Articlb  VII.  It  being  desirable  that  no 
time  should  be  unnecessarily  lost  in  com- 
mencing and  constructing  the  said  canal,  the 
governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  determine  to  give  their  support  and 
encouragement  to  such  persons  or  company  as 
may  first  offer  to  commence  the  same,  with 
the  necessary  capital,  the  consent  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  on  such  principles  as  accord 
with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  this  conven- 
tion ;  and  if  any  persons  or  company  should 


already  have,  with  any  state  through  which 
the  proposed  ship  canal  may  pass,  a  contract 
for  we  construction  of  such  a  canal  as  that 
specified  in  this  convention,  to  the  stipulations 
of  which  contract  neither  of  the  contracting 
parties  in  this  convention  have  any  just  cause 
to  object,  and  the  said  persons  or  company 
shall,  moreover,  have  made  preparations,  and 
expended  time,  money,  and  trouble,  on  tiia 
faith  of  such  contract,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that 
such  persons  or  company  shall  have  a  priority 
of  daim,  over  every  other  person,  persons,  or 
company,  to  the  protection  of  the  governments 
of  the  United  States  and  Groat  Britain,  and 
be  allowed  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention 
for  concluding  their  arrangements,  and  pr^ 
sentine  evidence  of  sufficient^  capital  sub- 
scribed to  accomplish  the  contemplated  under- 
taking; it  being  understood  that  if,  at  th« 
expiration  of  the  aforesaid  period,  such  persons 
or  company  be  not  able  to  commence  and  carry 
out  the  proposed  enterprise,  then  the  govern- 
ments or  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
shall  be  free  to  afford  their  protection  to  any 
other  persons  or  company  that  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  commence  and  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal  in  question. 

Article  YIII.  The  governments  of  the  Unl* 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  having  not  only 
desired,  in  entering  into  this  oonvention,  to  ac- 
complish a  particular  object,  but  also  to  estab- 
lish a  general  principle,  they  hereby  agree  to 
extendtheir  protection,  by  treaty  stipulations, 
to  any  other  practicable  communications,  whe- 
ther by  canal  or  railway,  across  the  isthmus 
which  connects  North  and  South  America, 
and 'especially  to  the  inter-oceanic  communi- 
cations, should  the  same  prove  to  be  practica- 
ble, whether  by  canal  or  railway,  wnich  ore 
now  proposed  to  be  established  by  the  way  of 
Tehuantepec  or  Panama.  In  granting,  liow- 
ever,  their  joint  protection  to  any  such  canals 
or  railways  as  are  by  this  article  specified,  it 
is  always  understood  by  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  that  the  parties  constructing  or 
owning  the  same  shall  impose  no  otoer 
charges  or  conditions  of  traffic  thereupon  than 
the  aforesaid  governments  shall  approve  of  as 
just  and  equitable  ;  and  that  the  same  oanals 
or  railways,  being  open  to  the  citixens  and 
subjects  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain on  equal  terms,  shall  also  be  open,  on  like 
terms,  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  every 
other  state,  which  is  willing  to  grant  thereto 
such  protection  as  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  engage  to  afford. 

Article  IX.  The  ratifications  of  this  con- 
vention shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington 
within  six  mouths  from  this  day,  or  sooner,  if 
possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  pleni- 
potentiaries, have  signed  this  convention,  and 
nave  hereunto  affixed  our  seals. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  nan 
dred  and  fifty. 

John  M.  Clatton,  [l.  8.1 
Henrt  Ltttok  Bulwxb.  \l,  s.] 


COBB,  HOWELL.--COMPBOMISES  OF  1850. 
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Ob  the  6th  of  May,1858,  the  Hoase  oonsider- 
eltbe  folio  wing  reeolution  from  the  Commiittee 
Fnreien  Relatione,  reported  by  Mr.  Oling- 
~   of  North  Carolina: 


TIm  tTMty  betwMn  the  United  Statee  tnd  Qrest 
MWn,  deirljciiatpd  as  the  CUyton-Unlver  Treaty,  le,  onder 
tti  iBtorpnUtion  plaaed  upon  It  bj  Uroat  Britain,  a  aur- 
iffaABT  of  the  rights  of  tliiii  cwnntry,  and,  upon  the  Amerl- 
etn  caii*CnvU>o'.  an  entaneling  allianoe  withoat  matuality, 
Mbfr  la  its  beneflta  or  rvKtrtelioafl,  and  liaTlng  hitherto 
W«a  praducUVi*  only  of  mianndiTstaiidinKa  and  oontroTer- 
4ai  Mtwvm  the  two  KOT«>miii*!ntn;  theni'itre, 

BnolT«d  by  the  ^natr  and  Ilouie  of  RepraiwntatiTea  of 
tht  Uiiil«4  i^tati!*  of  Auii'rint  In  (V>ngrem  aa^iinibled.  That 
tt«  J^rpMdeatnf  the  Unit«-d  Stale*  be  niqaeiited  to  take  such 
MfN  iM  may  he  In  Ma  jiiilgment,  betft  calculated  to  effect  a 
qpwiiy  abnicatioo  of  aoid  tmty. 

The  quc>t:on  being  uf>on  the  engrossment 
of  the  re9')lution,  it  wa8  decided  in  tiic  affirm- 
auve — 'yea^Ol,  nays 80  ;  oh  follows: 


Tea! — Mi«i-«.  Admin,  AxtiRRSox.  Alkina,  Arory,  Barka- 
dale,  BiahofK  Blair^  B'.^'ock.  Bryan,  Burnett,  liuma,  Oaakie, 
JbhD  K  CUrk.  (HNf,  aemens  Cniofeman.  Oobb,  John  Coch- 
HBPV'^ocherlU.  Jauea  Crali;.  Burt^m  C>al;:»>,  Crawford.  Cnrrr, 
OavMauB,  Dvwart,  Duwdell.  Kdmundifin,  Uliott,  EngU-th, 
RrffU.  FlorciMv,  Fol<>y.  Uartrell,  Uillia,  Uilmeb,  Goode, 
QfitvBwa>d,  Qregg.  6r('wb«vk,  Lnwrence  W.  Hall,  J.  Moa- 
ims  li%ftBi<s  Thitmai*  L.  HarrlH,  llaMkiu,  Ilatdi,  Uawkine, 
Hrknan,  lluyler,  Jackiion,  Jenkins  Jewett,  J.  Olaney 
iaaaL  Ova«  jQP'a.  KtUagg,  Jantb  )I.  Kuokel,  Lnndy,  Law> 
mawf  Lridy.  McKlbbin.  MoQuven,  IIumprret  Marshall, 
lanael  &  Uanhall,  >laMm,  Matn ard,  31ill(!r,  Moore,  Isaac 
31.  MoffTfa.  Mall,  Niblack,  Pctidieton.  Peyton,  Fhelpa,  Phil- 
ips Bcagan,  Beiliy,  Bicxud,  Buffln,  Ru)«ell,  Sandklge, 
Clewaid,  Aaron  Shaw,  Shorter,  Singleton,  Robert 
ViiUui  Smith.  Stall  worth.  Stephenn,  SteTenmn, 
A.  Slmrart,  Mile*  Taylor.  Watkina,  White.  Woodson. 
Wectmdyka,  Aocuatus  K.  Wright,  John  T.  Wright,  and 


Jthottt  Andremij  BfnndL,  BiBimgkunU 
BUM,  Branch,  Braytont  BaffiiUony  BuHingame, 
Cmu,  Chaffee,  Horace  F.  Gark,  Cfatetm^  Coi/ax, 
(hill II I,  Cbtede.  Cragin^  Damnll,  Datm  of  Maryland.  Darin 
•r  f-'if— n  Itaris  of  MlMli^iiippl.  DavtM  of  Maaeachoaetts, 
Aieie  of  Iowa,  Dean,  Dick,  Dvhi,  Durftt^  FiimswnrViy 
Paalkner,  fhdim.  Foder.  Oarnett,  (lidtH»gM,  GO  man,  Qond- 
«r«a,  Gmngtr.  Grmft,  Rnlieri  B.  IfalL  ilurlan,  Hottrti.  Hor- 
(«,  MvwardL  Ilughea,  George  W.  Joues.  Kdfcy^  Kilgtrrt^ 
Ksiapp^  Lamar.  L^teh,  Ltiirr,  Letcher.  IjTirrjiHf,  Mattrton. 
MPmi.  JHorpdn,  Erineard  Jnif  Morris^  fWfJMn  H.  Mtiru. 
Oh'n.  iVawr,  l^trktr,  I^it,  Pike,  PtttTtanc^^  Kradt.  Ritchie. 
MrMitu.  Jnim  Sherman.  Judf*m  W.  Sh<rmnn,  Slrkle^.  Spin- 
■T.  JVanlaM.  Wiliiaoi  SUtoart.  Tupfntn,  Tumpkin*.  Uxder- 
«00|»,  Wade.  Wdiiriii^fe,  Waltlirfti,  Wultim.  CadvuiUailer  C. 
IRuft6wnM.  BtMu  B.  \VaMhburnej  Jsrad  }yafhbume»  WLlteley, 
aad  Wineluir— M. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrussed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Democrata  in  roman.  Republicans  in  UalicSy 
Americans  in  small  caps. 

At  this  point,  Mr.  Daniel  E.  Siijkles,  of  New 
Sfork,  moTing  to  prix*eed  to  the  cunsideration 
of  the  basiness  on  the  S^K^aker's  table,  his 
motion  was  adopte*!,  and  the  resolution  has 
nerer  since  been  disposed  of. 


CoVby  UowelU 

rpoy    THE    RELATIONS    OF    A    GoVEENHENT 
EllPLOTXS  TO  HIS  PUBLIC  DUTIES. 

March  30, 1857. 
Dear  Sir:  I  reply  to  your  letter  at  once, 
that  yoa  mar  not  misinterpret  my  silence  into 
an  approyalof  your  saggestions.  I  do  not 
think  that  a  citizen  loses  ms  political  identity 
or  independence  by  accepting  office  under  the 
foremment.  He  does,  howoTer,  commit  him- 
self to  the  service  of  the  country,  to  the  utmost 
extent  required  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 


duties  of  his  position.  His  political  associates 
ought  not  to  expect  of  him  any  service  to  his 
party  at  the  expense  of  his  duty  to  the  eovem- 
ment.  Holding,  as  you  do,  an  office  of  ^reat 
peoimiary  responsibility,  and  one  requiring 
your  constant  personal  attention,  I  cannot 
sanction  the  propriety  of  your  absence  from 
your  post  for  the  purpose  of  an  active  engage- 
ment in  the  approaching  election  of  your 
state. 

No  one  regards  with  more  interest  than  I 
do  the  success  of  the  national  Democratic 
^irty  at  this  important  period  in  our  history, 
but  that  success  must  not  be  purchased  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  interest,  which  might 
be  the  case  if  those  holding  high  and  impor- 
tant offices  should  absent  themselves  from 
their  posts  to  conduct  the  canvass.  Regard- 
ing your  letter  in  the  light  of  an  application 
for  leave  of  absence,  I  have  withhela  my  ap- 
proval for  the  foregoing  reasons. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  Oobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Compromises  of  1850. 

Early  in  February,  1850,*  Mr.  Clay  present- 
ed to  the  Senate  a  series  of  resolutions,  which, 
after  premising  the  desirableness  for  the  peace, 
concord,  and  harmony  of  the  Union,  anda  set- 
tlement of  all  questions  relating  to  slavery, 
proposed  the  following  compromise : — 

1.  That  California  with  suitable  boundaries, 
ought,  upon  her  application,  to  be  admitted  as 
one  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  without  the 
imposition  of  any  restriction  by  Congress,  in 
respect  to  the  exclusion  or  introduction  of 
slavery  within  those  boundaries. 

2.  That,  as  slavery  does  not  exist  by  law, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  introduced  into  any  ter- 
ritory acquired  by  the  United  States  from  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  it  is  inexpedient  for  Con- 
gress to  provide  by  law,  either  for  its  introduc- 
tion or  exclusion  from  any  part  of  said  terri- 
tory ;  and  that  appropriate  territorial  govern- 
ments ought  to  be  established  by  Congress  in 
all  the  said  territory  not  assiencd  as  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  state  of  Cali- 
fornia, without  the  adoption  of  any  restriction 
or  condition  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

3.  That  the  western  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Texas  ought  to  be  fixed  on  the  Kio  del  Norte. 
Commencing  one  marine  league  from  its 
mouth,  ana  running  up  that  river  to  the 
southern  line  of  New  Mexico;  thence  with 
that  line  eastwardly,  and  so  continuing  in  the 
same  direction  to  the  line  as  established  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  excluding 
any  portion  of  New  Mexico,  whether  lying  on 
the  east  or  west  of  that  river. 

4.  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  state  of  Texa^, 
that  the  United  States  will  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  legitimate  and 
bona  fide  public  debt  of  that  state,  contra/rted 


^  The  flnt  part  of  this  hlrtory  Is  taken  from  a  pamphlet 
pabllahed  bv  Radfleld  ik  Co.  of  New  York 
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prior  to  its  annexation  to  the  United  States, 
and  for  which  the  duties  on  foreign  imports 
were  pledged  by  the  said  state  to  its  creditors, 
not  ezcee&iff  the  sum  of  $— ,  in  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  said  duties  so  pledged  having  been 
no  longer  applicable  to  tnat  object  after  the 
said  annexation,  but  having  thenceforward  be- 
eome  payable  to  the  United  Sfaies ;  and  upon 
the  oon(ntion  also,  that  the  said  state  of  Texas 
shall,  by  some  solemn  and  authentic  act  of  her 
legislature  or  of  a  convention,  relinquish  to 
the  United  States  any  claim  whioh  it  has  to 
any  part  of  New  Mexico. 

5.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  slavei^ 
in  die  District  of  Columbia,  whilst  that  insti- 
tution continues  to  exist  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, without  the  consent  of  that  state,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  District, 
and  without  ^ust  compensation  to  the  owners 
wiUiin  the  District. 

6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  within 
the  Distrieti  the  slave  trade,  in  slaves  brought 
into  it  from  states  or  places  beyond  the  Dis- 
trict, either  to  be  sold  therein  as  merchandise, 
or  to  be  tranmported  to  other  markets  without 
the  District  or  Columbia. 

7.  That  some  effectual  provision  ou^ht  to  be 
made  by  law,  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Constitution,  for  the  restitution  and  de- 
livery of  persons  bound  to  service  or  labor  in 
any  state  who  may  escape  into  any  other  state 
or  territory  in  the  Union. 

8.  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  obstruct 
or  prohibit  the  trade  of  slaves  between  the 
slavdbolding  states ;  but  that  the  admission  or 
exclusion  of  slaves,  brought  from  one  into  an- 
other of  them,  depends  exclusively  upon  their 
own  particular  laws. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  debate  on  these 
resolutions  commenced  with  a  powerful  speech 
from  Mr.  Clay,  and  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Webster,  Cass,  Seward, Walker,  Douglas,  Bald- 
win, Berrien,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Badger,  Mason, 
Hunter,  and  others. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  General  Taylor, 
President,  transmitted  to  Congress  a  message, 
apprising  that  body  of  the  organisation  of  uie 
state  of  Ualifomia,  with  an  application  through 
her  Senators  and  Representatives,  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  It  was  under  a  motion  to 
refer  this  message  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, that  Mr.  Calhoun,  at  that  time  prostrate 
with  his  last  illness,  prepared  a  speech  which 
was  read  to  the  Senate  on  the  4tn  of  March, 
by  Mr.  Mason  of  Virginia. 

Some  days  after,  viz.,  the  7th  of  March, 
while  the  same  motion  was  pending,  Mr.  Web- 
ster addressed  the  Senate,  at  great  length. 

Mr.  Webster  was  followed  oy  Mr.  Seward, 
on  tlie  11th,  in  a  speech  favoring  the  immedi- 
ate admission  of  Cfalifomia. 

On  tlie  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, moved  that  a  series  of  resolutions 
presented  by  Mr.  Boll,  of  Tennessee,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  thirteen,  six  from  the 
North,  six  from  the  South,  and  one  to'  be  by 
tliem  chosen. 

Gen.  Cuss  spoke  at  great  length  upon  this 


motion,  reviewing  the  whole  series  of  subjects 
in  controversy. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Col.  Benton  took  pari 
in  the  debate,  strenuously  opposing  the  plan 
of  commingling  so  many  important  and  variou-i 
matters  in  one  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  Mr.  Benton  with  great 
earnestness. 

Mr.  Foote's  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to 
embrace  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions,  and  passed  on 
the  18th  of  April  :— 

TiAs^UeMn.  Atehisoo,  BadRW,  Bell,  Borlaod,  Bri^t. 
Butler,  Cub,  Claj,  Cleineni,  Darig  of  HIm.,  Dlok^nfofi. 
Dodge  of  1a..  Downe,  Foote,  Hanter,  King,  Jonee,  Meikf^ovt. 
Maaon,  Morton,  Peeree,  Kosk,  Sebeatiao,  Sonle,  8priiaai% 
Sturgeon,  Tmmey.  Underwood.  Whitoomb,  Tuleed— 30. 

Natb^— Baldwin.  Benten.  Bradbury,  Cbaae,  Clarke,  Oorwiu, 
Davln  of  Maaa.,  Dayton,  Dodge  of  Wis.,  Donglat,  Feleh, 
Oroone,  Hale,  Hamlin,  MDIer,  Korria,  Pbtflpa,  8ewa»i 
Shields,  Smith,  Walker,  Webater.~21 

On  the  following  day,  the  compromise  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  was  elected  by  ballot,  viz. : 
Clay,  Cass,  Dickinson,  Bright,  Webster,  Phelps* 
Cooper,  King,  Mason,  Downs,  Mangum,  Bell, 
and  Berrien:  seven  from  slave  states — six 
from  free  states. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1850,  Mr.  Clay  presented 
tc  report  from  the  committee,  which  embraced 
substantially  the  following  provisions : — 

1.  The  admission  of  any  new  state  or  states, 
formed  out  of  Texas,  to  be  pos^ned  until 
they  shall  hereafter  present  tnemselves  to  be 
received  into  the  Union,  when  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  fairly  and  faithfully  to  exe- 
cute the  compact  with  Texas  by  admitting 
such  new  state  or  states. 

2.  The  admission  forthwith  of  California 
into  the  Union,  with  the  boundaries  which  she 
has  proposed. 

3.  The  establishment  of  territorial  govern- 
ments, without  the  Wilmot  proviso,  for  New 
Mexico  and  Utah,  embracing  all  the  territory 
recently  acquired  by  the  United  States  from 
Mexico,  not  contained  in  the  boundaries  of 
California. 

4.  The  combination  of  these  last  two  men- 
tioned measures  in  the  same  bill. 

5.  The  establishment  of  the  western  and 
northern  boundary  of  Texas,  and  the  exclusion 
from  her  jurisdiction  of  all  New  Mexico,  vrith 
the  grant  to  Texas  of  a  pecuniary  equivalent. 
Ana  the  section  for  that  purpose  to  be  incor- 
porated in  the  bill  admitting  California,  and 
establishing  territorial  governments,  for  Utah 
and  New  Mexico. 

6.  More  effectual  enactments  of  law,  to  se- 
cure the  prompt  delivery  of  persons  bound  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another  state. 

7.  Abstaining  from  abolishing  slavery:  but» 
under  a  heavy  .penalty,  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  Clemens,  Mr. 
Yulee,  and  others  opposed  the  report^  at  firsts 
while  Messrs.  Bright,  Downs, Cass,  Dickinson, 
and  others  sustained  it.  During  the  debate 
which  followcKl,  it  was  vigorously  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Benton,  Seward,  Davis,  Smith,  Day* 
ton.  Halo,  and  others,  and  powerfully  suyn 
ported  by  Clay,  Cass,  Dickmson,  Webster, 
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:,  Toote,  Donglfta,  and  otli«n.     On 

t  dkj  of  July,  it  had  bMome,  bj  a  Be- 

imendiamts,  divested  of  all  ita  original 

I,  Axeept  tha  portion  reUttug  to  iJtah, 

■>  that  Mr.  Broton  created  congiderable  mer- 


T^ed  wliftt  she  had  wove  during  the  d&j. 
•iMta  Irilla,  however,  irere  autMequenelv 
I,  ia  k  disconnected  ^Kpe,  embod  jing  all 
iDQ  mftin  fekturea  of  the  comprgmiHe. 

Briit  monlbi  having  thus  been  pasBed,  prin- 
^■1^  in  the  diKoBsioa  of  these  bills,  ^e  two 
Hwiwi  were  at  last  bronght  t«  a  vote  on  each 
tall  1)7  Unit 

flke  Utah  territorial  bill  passed  the  Senate 
Annat  10,  1850,  bj  a  vote  of  jeas  32,  navs 


The  Texas  bonndarr  tnll  passed  the  Senate 
August  10,  1S50,  hj  a  Tote  of  jeas  30,  nays 


The  bin  for  the  admiswon  of  California 
passed  the  Seoate,  Aug.  13, 1850,  bv  a  vote 
of34tol8. 

The  New  Mexioo  terribmal  bill  poised  th* 
Senate,  Aug.  1^  1850,  by  a  Tot«  of  27  to  10. 


The  bill  abolishing  the  slave  trade  in  th* 
District  of  Columbia  passed  the  Senate,  Sept. 
14, 1850,  by  a  vote  of  33  to  19. 
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In  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boyd  of  Ky., 
the  New  Mexico  territorial  bill  was  added  to 
the  Teian  boundary  bill,  and  thus  united 
they  passed  together  on  the  6th  of  Sept.  1860. 

1  ha  bill  admitting  Catifomia  passed  the 
House  on  the  Tth  of  Sept.,  1850. 

The  Utah  bill  passed  the  Ilouse  on  the 
Mnedar- 


The  fugiUve  slave  bill  passed  the  I 
on  the  12A  of  Sept,  1850. 

The  bill  aboUahing  the  Hlave  trade  ii 
District  of  Columbia  passed  the  L7tb  of  I 
1850. 
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The  Bererol  acts  of  CougresB  embraced  in 
thia  wriee  of  meMurOB  were  five  in  number. 

1.  An  act  proposing  to  the  state  of  Teiaa 
the  establ'iBhrnent  of  her  northern  and  westera 
boundaries,  the  relinquishment  b;  the  said 
Mate  of  all  territorj  cla,imod  bj  her  exterior  to 
uid  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claim  upon  tbe 
Dniled  States,  and  to  establish  a  territorial 
covemmeiit  for  New  Mexico.  [Sept.  9, 1850.] 
Ib  th«  finh  clause  of  the  first  section  of  said 


"  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  oonstmed  to  impair  or  qualif j  anj 
thing  coDtuned  in  the  third  artiule  of  the 
MOOnd  section  of  Uie  'joint  resolution  for  an- 
nniiw  Texas  to  the  Dnited  States,'  approved 
Maicb  1,  1845,  either  as  regards  the  number 
of  gtmitm  that  mav  hereafter  may  be  formed 
ont  of  the  state  of  Texas,  or  otherwise." 

In  the  eeoond  section,  establishing  the  tcr- 
ritorj  of  Now  Mexico,  is  the  following  pro- 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eoaeted.  That  all 
that  portion  of  tbe  territory  of  the  United 
States,  bounded  ae  follows,"  Ac.  &c.  £o., 
"  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv  erected  into  a 
temporary  Koveniment,  brthe  name  of  the 
Tenitor;  ofNew  Mexico:  ProYided,"  4c.,  Ac. ; 
'"Asdproridedfiuthar,  That  when  admitted 


as  a  state,  the  said  territory,  or  aoy  portion  of 
the  same,  shall  be  received  into  the  Union, 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  their  constitution 
may  prescribe  at  the  tmie  of  admission." 

"  Seo.  7,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai 
the  legislative  power  of  the  territorv  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  rightful  subjecta  of  legislation  con- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act" 

"  Sec.  IT.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  havv 
the  some  force  and  effect  within  the  said  terri- 
tory of  New  Mexico  as  elsewhere  within  the 
Umted  States." 

2.  An  act  to  establish  a  territorial  jgoverD- 
ment  for  Utah.— [September  9,  1850.]  This 
act  contains  the  same  provision  in  regard  Ut 
slavery  as  the  preceding. 

3.  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of 
California.  This  has  no  reference  whater^ 
to  slavery ;  the  coDstitutioo  of  the  state,  how- 
ever, prohibited  it, 

4.  An  act  to  amend,  and  eupplemenlary  to 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fag^tivee 
from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  tlM 
service  of  their  masters,"  appsoved  FebnuiT 
12,  1793.— [September  16,  1B50.] 

For  this  act  in  full  see  uoder  head  of  Fuut- 
TIYS  Slavbs, 

fi.  An  act  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  in  the 
DiBtrictofColumbia,rSept.20, 1850,1  abolished 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  District  tot 
the  purpose  of  traffic. 
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of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or 
o£Bcer  thereof. 

Sec.  IX. — 1.  The  migration  or  importation 
of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  states  now  ex- 
isting shall  think  proper  to  admits  shall  not 
bo  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundrea  and  eight, 
but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
importation,  not  exceedmg  ten  aollars  for  each 
person. 

2.  The  pr'jvilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when,  in 
case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
mar  require  it. 

3.  No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto  law, 
shall  be  passed. 

4.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be 
laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or 
enumeration  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken. 

5.  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
exported  from  any  state.  No  preference  shall 
be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or 
revenue  to  tlie  ports  of  one  state  over  those  of 
another  ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from 
one  state  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  du- 
ties in  another. 

6.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  trear 
surv  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
maiie  by  law ;  and  a  regular  statement  and 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
public  money  shall  be  published  from  time  to 
time. 

7.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by 
the  United  States,  and  no  person  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them  shall,  with- 
out tlio  consent  of  Congress,  accept  of  any 
present,  emolument,  office,  or  title  ot  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign 
state. 

Sec.  X. — 1.  No  state  shall  enter  into  any 
treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation ;  grant  let- 
ters of  mar(|[ue  and  reprisal ;  coin  money ;  emit 
bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  pass 
any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts ;  or  grant 
anv  title  of  nobility. 

§.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  im- 
ports or  exports,  except  what  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  executing  its  inspection 
laws ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and 
imposts  laid  by  any  state  on  imports  or  ex- 
ports shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  such  laws  shall  be 
subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  Con- 
gress. No  state  shall,  without  the  consent 
af  Congress,  lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep 
troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter 
into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another 
state,  or  with  a  forei^  power,  or  engage  in 
war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  im- 
minent danger  as  will  not  adiinit  of  delay. 

Art.  II. — Of  the  Executive. 

Sec,  I. — 1.  The  executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America.    lie  shall  hold  his  office  during  the 


term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the 
Vice  President,  chosen  for  the  same  term,  be 
elected  as  follows : — 

2.  Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  num^ 
ber  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the 
state  may  be  entitled  in  Congress;  but  no 
Senator  or  Representative,  or  person  holdine 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

3.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respect 
tive  states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons, 
of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  inliabi- 
tant  of  the  same  state  with  themselves.  Ahd 
they  shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons  voted 
for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each ; 
which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and 
transmit  sealed  to  tlie  seat  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate.  The  President  of  ^c  Senate 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  tue  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
migority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who 
nave  such  a  majority,  and  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then  tlie  Ilouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  immediately  choose  by  ballot 
one  of  them  for  President ;  and  if  no  person 
have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five  highest 
on  the  list,  the  said  House  shall  in  like  man* 
ner  choose  the  President.  But  in  choosing 
the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by 
states;  the  representation  from  each*  state 
having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose 
shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  m)m 
two-thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of  all 
the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  In 
every  case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President, 
the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  Vice  I'resident. 
But  if  there  should  remain  two  or  more  who 
have  equal  votes,  the  Senate  shall  choose  from 
them  by  ballot  the  Vice  President. 

4.  Tne  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  the  electors  and  the  day  on  which 
they  shall  give  their  votes,  which  day  shall  be 
the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

5.  No  person  except  a  natural-born  citizen, 
or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  President ;  neither  shall 
any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall 
not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
and  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  within  tlie 
United  States. 

6.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President 
from  office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  or 
inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on 
the  Vice  President ;  and  the  Congress  may  by 
law  provide  for  the  cojie  of  removal,  death, 
resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Preai- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  offi* 
cer  shall  then  act  as  President;  and  suob 
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oficer  Bh&H  ftot  ftccordinffW,  nntil  the  di«a- 
bilitj  b«  TemOT«d  or  k  FVeaident  sball  be 
deei«d. 

T.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  timea,  re- 
^Te  for  hii  Berrices  a  oompeneation,  which 
■hall   neither    be   increased  nor   diminitfaed 


that  period   anj  other  emolument  &om   the 
(TtiitM  States,  or  anj  of  them. 

8.  Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his 
office,  he  shall  take  the  fbllowing  oath  or 


"  I  do  aolemnlj  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 
will  faithfblly  execnte  Ihe  office  of  Prendent 
vf  the  United  States,  and  will,  to  the  best  of 
my  abili^,  preeerre,  protect,  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates." 

Sec.  n.— 1.  The  President  shall  be  com- 
maiider-in.«hief  of  the  armv  and  navy  of  tJie 
United  States  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
(tmtes,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States ;  he  ma;  require  the  opinion 
in  writing  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of 
the  esecntire  depsirtments,  upon  an;  subject 
relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices ; 
and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons  for  offences  against  the  United 
Stntes,  except  in  coses  of  impeachment. 

2.  He  shall  hare  power,  d;  and  with  the 
adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
preaent  cmicnr:  and  he  shall  nominate,  and 
tiT  and  with  Uie  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lic ministers  and  cDnsuls,  judges  of  the  Su- 
tweme   Court,   and   all   other  officers   of  the 


be  established  bj  law.  But  the  Congress  may 
l^  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
(^c«r8  as  thej  think  proper  in  the  President 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
departments. 

3.  The  President  shall  have  pon-er  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granUng  commiesions, 
which  shall  expire  at  uie  ena  of  their  next 

Sec.  ITT. — I.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  conaidera- 
tkin  such  measares  as  he  shall  judge  neces- 
sary and  expedient ;  he  may,  on  eitrBordinary 
octasioDS,  convene  both  itousee,  or  either  of 
them ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
them,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment, 
he  may  oc^oum  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall 
think  proper ;  he  shall  receive  ambassadors 
and  other  public  ministers ;  he  shall  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed ;  and  shall 
oomunissiou  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  IV.— 1.  The  President,  Vice  President, 
■od  all  eiril  officers  of  the  United  States, 
wbmU  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
Arand  conrietlon  of  treason,  bribe^,  or  other 
^1^  ofaMfl  Bad  mbdeateMKas. 


[  Art.  in. — Of  the  JuAiaary. 

8ec.l.— 1,  ThejndicialpoweroftheUnited 
I  States  shall  be  rested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  establish.  The 
judges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior 
courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior ;  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 

Sec.  n. — 1.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend 
to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under 
this  Constitution,  the  lavrs  of  the  United  States, 
and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  their  authority ;  to  all  dutes  affecting 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and  cod- 
iix\n;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction ;  to  controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  party ;  to  controver- 
sies between  two  or  more  states ;  between  a 
state  and  citizens  of  another  state ;  between 
citizens  of  different  states  ;  between  citicens 
of  the  same  state  claiming  lands  under  grante 
of  different  states ;  and  Ijotween  a  state,  or 
the  citiiens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citiiens, 
or  subjects. 

2.  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministors,  and  consuls,  and  those  in 
which  a  state  shall  be  a  porty,  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  original  jurisiliction.  In  all 
the  other  cases  before  mentioned,  tiie  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both 
u  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions, 
lad  under  such  regulations  as  Congress  shall 

3.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases 
af  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury,  and  such 
trial  sball  be  held  in  the  state  where  the  said 
crimes  shall  have  been  committed ;  but  when 
not  committed  within  any  state,  the  trial  shall 
bo  at  such  place  or  places  as  Congress  may  by 
law  have  directed. 

Sec.  III.— 1.  Treason  against  the  United 
States  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  No  pernon  shall  be 
sonvicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony 
witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  coa- 


2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the 
punishment  of  treason ;  but  no  attainder  of 
treason  shall  wiirlc  corruption  of  blood  or  for 
ieiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  person 
attainted. 

Art,  IV. — MiieeUaneottt. 

Sect.  I.— 1.  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be 
[;iven  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts,  records, 
md  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  stat«. 
And  Congress  may,  by  general  laws,  prescribe 
the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  records,  and 
proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  e&ot 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.— 1.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  im: 
tiea  of  utisens  in  the  several  atalee. 


THE  POLinCAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


■on,  felony, 

justice  Bad  be  found  Ui  another  et«te,  shall^ 
on  demand  of  the  eiecutive  authority  of  the 
■lat«  from  which  he  Bed,  be  deliTOred  up,  ta 
he  removed  to  die  state  having  juiisdiction  of 
the  crime. 

3.  No  person  held  to  serrice  or  Iftbor  in  one 
state,  uuder  the  lavrs  thereof,  escaping  into 
another,  ehall,  in  conBOquonce  of  anj  lair  or 
regulation  therein,  be  diachareed  from  suoh 
service  or  labor ;  bat  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  partj  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due. 

Sec.  III. — 1.  New  states  may  be  admitted  by 
Congress  into  tliis  Union ;  but  no  new  state 
^alT  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  j  urisdic- 
tion  of  any  other  state,  nor  any  state  be  formed 
bj  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts 
of  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states  concerned,  as  well  as  of 
Congress. 

2,  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  ;  and  nothing  in 
this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or 
of  any  particular  state. 

Sec.  IV.— 1.  The  United  States  shall  guaran- 
tee to  every  state  in  this  Union  a  republican 
form  of  govemioeut,  and  ehaU  protect  each 
of  them  against  invasion :  and,  on  application 
of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive  [when 
the  legislature  cannot  be  convened),  against 


Abi.  T. —  Of  Amtadmeni*. 
1.  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses  shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose 
amendments  to  this  Constitution ;  or,  on  the 
application  of  the  lezialatures  of  two-thirds  of 
the  several  slates,  shall  call  a  convention  for 
proposing  amendmeuts,  which,  in  either  case, 
ahall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the 
ieffislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several 
•tales,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths 
thereof,  as  the  one  or  tiie  other  mode  of  ratifi- 


, J)  the  vear  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred 

and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first 
and  fourth  clanses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article;   and  that  no  state,  without  its 


Art.  VI. — IRteellaneons. 

1.  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements 
entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United 
States  nndcr  this  Constitution,  as  under  the 
confederation. 

2.  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  which  ohall  he  made  in  pur- 
■nanco  thereof  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which 


■hall  be  nude,  under  the  anthorilj  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  Ae 
land ;  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  bs 
bound  thereby,  anythint;  in  the  eonsUtation 
or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwUb- 
Btanding, 


slate  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judi- 
cial officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  several  states,  shali  be  bound  by  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution ;  but 
no  religions  test  shall  ever  be  required  aa  a 
qualification  to  any  office,  or  public  trust, 
under  the  United  States. 

AsT.  TIL— 0/  iKe  Raiifieation, 
1.  The  ratification  of  the  conventions  t( 
nine  states  shall  be  sufficientforthe  establish- 
ment of  this  Constitution  between  the  stmtaa 
so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  oon- 
sent  of  the  states  present,  the  seventeenth 
day  of  September,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty- 
seven,  and  of  the  Independence  of  theXni- 
ted  States  of  America  the  twelfUi.  In  wi^ 
neas  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed 

■    Georoi  Washikoton, 
President,  and  deputy  from  Virginia. 


Jmam  Vllf  nrv, 

DulalCtuTolL 


BnluBln  FrukllD, 
Kobfrt  llorrii. 


AOal,  WILUASi  JACK8UN,  .Ittnteiy. 

AnNDlHNTS  TO  THS  CoSSTlTCtlOK, 

Art.  I,  Congress  shall  make  no  law  reB[iei.-l- 
mg  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibit- 
ing the  free  eierciso  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedomof  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  tlie  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  t» 
petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  griev- 

Art.  2.  A  well  regulated  militia  being  niv 
eessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  state,  the  right 
of  the  people  to  keep  and  boar  arms  shall  nut 
be  infringed. 

Art.  3.  No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peare  bs 
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nfSeer  §ball  tot  ucordinrij,  nntil  the  dito^ 
tilitj  be  remored  or  a  PrMident  ihall  be 
elected. 

7.  The  Preiident  sliall,  at  stated  timei,  re- 
■■mtB  fbr  his  serriccB  a  compenmtion,  whicb 
tball  neither  be  iacreaaed  nor  diminiahed 
duinz  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  eleeted,  aod  be  shall  not  recei^'e  within 


ofGce,  he  shall  take  the  following  oath  ot 
ifinnation : — 

"I  do  aolemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 
will  faithJhllT  eiecute  the  office  of  nesident 
uf  the  United  Stales,  and  will,  to  the  beet  of 
mj  sbili^,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

See.  II.—1.  The  President  shall  be  oom- 


statea,  vbea  called  into  the  actual  Berrice  of 
thft  United  States ;  he  may  require  the  opinion 
in  writing  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of 
the  execntiTe  departnients,  upon  anj  subject 
relating  t«  the  duties  of  their  respcctire  offices ; 
and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprioTes 
utd  pArdons  for  offences  ^unst  tiie  United 
States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

2,  He  eliall  have  power,  bj  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make 


mr  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lic ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States,  whose  appointmenls  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  vrhich  shall 
Ije  established  bj  law.  But  the  Conip^  ma; 
bv  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  ioferior 
"Seers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
departments. 

3.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up 
I  that  tna;  happen   duriu);   the 


Sec.  III. — 1.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 
liie  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
ti<>D  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necea- 
D.try  and  expedient ;  he  may,  on  eitrtiordinurv 
irK^asions,  convene  both  Houeex,  or  either  of 
them  ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
them,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment, 
iic  mnj  adjourn  them  to  each  time  as  he  shall 
think  proper;  he  shall  receive  ambassadors 
and  other  public  ministers ;  he  shall  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed ;  and  shall 
cnumission  all  tbe  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  IV.— 1.  The  President,  Vice  President, 
and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
■hall  bo  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
for  and  conviotion  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
hifja  crimes  «nd  miademeanors. 


Art.  III.— 0/  the  Judiekir>j. 
Sec.  I.— 1.  Thejudiciol  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  such  inferior  cour(«  as  Cungreds  may, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  establish.  The 
judges,  botii  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior 
courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  gnud 
behavior ;  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 

Sec.  II. — 1.  The  judicial  power  shnll  extend 
to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  anHing  under 
this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  their  authority :  to  all  coses  affecting 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and  con- 
suls; to  alt  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction ;  to  controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  party ;  to  controver- 
siea  between  two  or  more  states ;  between  a 
state  and  citizens  of  another  state ;  between 
citizens  of  different  states ;  between  citizens 
of  the  samo  state  claiming  lands  under  grants 
of  different  stales ;  and  between  a  state,  or 
the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citicens, 
or  subjects. 

2.  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and  those  in 
which  a  state  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  bave  original  jurisdiction.  In  oil 
the  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both 
OS  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions, 
and  under  such  regulations  aa  Coigress  shall 

3.  The  triol  of  all  crimes,  except  in 


crimes  sholl  have  been  committeil ;  but  when 
not  comioitlcd  within  any  state,  the  trial  shall 
be  at  such  place  or  pl.ices  as  Congress  may  by 
low  hove  directed. 

Sec.  III. — 1.  Treason  against  the  United 
Stales  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  eni>mies,  giving 
tbera  aid  and  comfort.  No  jierson  shall  be 
convicted  of  treawn,  unless  on  the  testimony 
of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  coi*- 
fossion  in  open  court, 

2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the 
punishment  of  trcnMin ;  but  no  attainder  of 
treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blinxl  or  for 
feiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  [icrson 
attainted. 

Art.  IV. — XisceUaneons. 

Sect.  I.— 1.  Full  ftuth  and  credit  shall  be 
^iven  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts,  records, 
md  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  state. 
And  Congress  mar,  by  general  laws,  prescribe 
the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  records,  and 
proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effeot 
thereof. 

Sec,  2. — 1.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  u 
ties  of  citiiens  in  the  several  states. 


TBB  FOUnCAI.  TBZT-BOCS. 


Bon,  feluny,  or  othei 
jiutioe  Bad  be  found  in  another  state,  shall, 
on  demftod  of  the  executive  authority  of  the- 
elate  from  which  he  flod,  be  delivered  up.  Us 
be  removed  to  the  state  having  juiiadlction  of 
the  orimo. 

3.  No  person  held  to  mrvice  or  labor  in  one 
state,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into 
another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  anj  law  or 
regulation  therein,  be  dischareed  from  such 
service  or  labor ;  but  shall  he  delivered  up  on 
oUim  of  the  Durty  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  aue. 

Sec.  III. — 1.  Newstntes  maybe  admitted  by 
Congress  into  this  Union;  but  no  new  state 
^alTbc  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdio- 
UoD  of  any  other  state,  aor  any  state  be  farmed 
bv  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts 
01  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states  concerned,  ss  well  as  of 


2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  Stales ;  ana  nothing  in 
this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or 
of  any  particular  state. 

Sec.  IV.— 1.  The  United  State*  shall  guaran- 
tee to  every  state  in  this  Union  a  republican 
C)rm  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each 
of  them  against  invasion :  and,  on  application 
of  the  lezislatnre,  or  of  the  executive  (when 
the  le^slature  cannot  be  convened),  against 
domestio  violence. 

Art.  V.^ — 0/  Amendment*. 
1.  ConneM,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses  shall  deem  it  necesBary,  shall  propose 
Amendments  to  this  Constitution ;  or,  on  the 
application  of  the  leeialatures  of  two-thirds  of 
the  several  states,  shall  call  a  convention  for 
proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case, 
ihall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several 
stal«s,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths 
thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifi-  ^^^^ 
cation  may  be  proposed  by  Congress ;  pro-  Bomne 
vided,  that  no  ameDdntent  which  may  be  aiade  JJ^ ' 
prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  j,n,m 
and  eight,  shall  in  anv  manner  affect  the  Sret   Ooutr 


■hall  be  made,  under  the  anthority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  tball  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land ;  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  any  state  to  3m  contrary  notwUh- 
Btauding. 

3.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  befiira 
mentioned,  and  the  members  of  the  MvenI 
state  legislatures,  and  all  ezeeutive  and  judi- 
cial officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  several  states,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution ;  but 
no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  aa  a 
qualification  to  any  office,  or  pu\>Ua  tmst, 
under  the  United  Siat«s, 

Abt.  VII.— 0/  the  Raa^eatioji. 
1.  The  ratification  of  the  conveations  of 

nine  stales  shall  be  sufficient forthe  establinb- 

ment  of  this  Constitution  between  the  states 

so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  states  present,  the  seventeenth 


day  of  September,  m  the  res 

one  thousand  seven  hundrei 

,  and  of  the  Independer 


■Lord 


and  eighty- 
of  the  Uni- 


Bufai  Klag, 
WUIbm  gun  lit]  ic 


Sulil  ChtcIL 


d  eight, 

and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article :  and  that  no  state,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage 
in  tiie  Senate. 

Art.  Vl.—Jli*eeUaneout. 

1.  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements 
entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  be  as  valid  a^nst  the  United 
States  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the 
oonfederation. 

2.  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  which  shall  be  maile  in  pur- 
foanoo  Uiereo(  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which 


WILLUM  JACKSON,  Secniawy. 
AhINDHENTS  to  TBB  CoNSTITrTIOB. 

Art.  1.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respe":*- 
ing  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibit- 
ing the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right 
nf  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  Ui 
petition  tiie  government  for  a  redress  of  griev- 

Art.  2.  A  well  regulated  militia  being  n(^ 
ccBsory  to  the  security  of  a  free  state,  the  right 
of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  net 
be  infnnged. 

Alt.  3.  No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peace  ba 
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quartered  in  tsaj  boase  without  the  consent  of 
Ike  owner ;  nor  m  time  of  war,  bat  in  a  man- 
ner to  be  pfeecribed  by  law. 

Art.  4.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secare 
in  th«r  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effect^ 
against  nnreaaonable  searches  and  seizures, 
riiaU  not  be  yiolated ;  and  no  warrants  shall 
israe  bat  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by 
oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  aescribing 
the  plaoe  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or 
things  to  be  seized. 

■  Art.  5.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer 
ftr  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  un- 
km  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand 
jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or 
naT«l  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
serrice  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger ;  nor 
■hall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence, 
to  be  pat  twice  in  ieopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor 
■hall  DO  compelled,  in  any  criminal  case,  to  be 
witness  agamst  himself ;  nor  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process 
of  law ;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken 
lor  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

Art.  6.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  ac- 
emed  shall  enjoy  the  rij^t  to  a  speedy  and 
public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  ot  the  state 
and  district  wherein  tne  crime  shall  have  been 
enmmitted,  which  district  shall  have  been  pre- 
▼ionsly  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to 
be  oonfronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him ; 
to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  his  favor ;  and  to  have  the  assistance 
of  counsel  for  his  defence. 

Art  7.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the 
value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lars, the  ridht  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre- 
served ;  and  no  fact  tried  by  jury  shall  be  oth- 
erwise re-examined  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law. 

Art.  8.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required, 
nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and 
onusoal  punishments  iimicted. 

Art.  9.  The  enumeration  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  construed 
to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people. 

Art.  10.  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohi- 
bited by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

Art.  11.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
Stales  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
suit  in  law  or  equity  commenced  or  prose- 
cuted against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citi- 
lena  of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjectfl 
of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  foreisn  state. 

Art  l£  Sec.  1.  The  electors  shall  meet  in 
their  respective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for 
President  and  Vice  President,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
state  with  themselves;  they  shall  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President, 
and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person. voted  for  as 
Vice  President ;  and  they  shall  make  distinct 


lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and 
of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice  President,  and 
of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  list 
they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  seal- 
ed to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  me  President  of  the  Senate: 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentar 
tives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted ;  the  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall 
be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majo- 
rity of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appoint- 
ed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  a  majority, 
then  from  the  persons  having  the  highest 
numbers,  not  exceeding  throe,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of  Ke- 
presentatives  shall  choose  immediately  by  bal- 
lot the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  Presi- 
dent, the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the 
representation  from  each  state  having  one 
vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist 
of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of 
the  states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  cnoice.  And  if  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a 
President  whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall 
devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next  following,  then  the  Vice  President 
shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the 
President 

Sec.  2.  The  person  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the 
Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed; 
and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then  from 
the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Se- 
nate shall  choose  the  Vice  President :  a  o|U(v 
rum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majo- 
rity of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary 
to  a  choice. 

Sec.  3.  But  no  person  constitutionally  in- 
eligible to  the  oflBce  of  President  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  that  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

NoTi. — At  the  fbnrth  Presfdential  election,  Thomas  Jettft* 
■on  and  Aaron  Burr  were  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Pre* 
gident  and  Vice  President.  By  the  electoral  returns  they 
had  an  eren  number  of  Totes.  In  the  IIouw  of  RepresenV 
atiTes,  Burr,  by  intriirue,  got  up  a  party  to  vote  for  him  for 
President :  and  the  House  was  so  divided  that  there  was  a 
tie.  A  contest  was  carried  on  for  several  dayn,  and  so 
warmly  that  eren  siclc  members  were  brought  to  the  Houaa 
on  their  beds.  Finally  one  of  Burr's  adherents  withdrew, 
and  Jefferron  was  elected  by  one  majority — which  was  th* 
occasion  of  this  twelfth  article. 


Conventions)  History  of. 

The  contents  under  this  headm^  constitute 
a  synopsis  of  a  like  history  contained  in  the 
columns  of  the  New  York  Herald  during  the 
year  1856. 

The  origin  of  the  present  application  of  the 
word  caucus  is  unknown.  The  first  regular 
caucuses  in  this  country  were  of  members  of 
Congress,  who  borrowed  the  idea  from  the 
Whig  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
who,  as  early  as  1696,  introduced  the  system 
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b  J  holding  meetings  at  various  taverns  to  per- 
fect the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
party. 

Irregular  caucuses,  both  of  Whigs  and  To- 
ries, were  held  here  anterior  to  the  Kevolution, 
and  the  Green  Dragon  tavern  in  Boston  has 
an  historic  fame  as  the  place  of  meeting  of 
the  Otises,  Warrens,  Hancocks,  Prescotts, 
Pickerings,  and  other  leaders  of  the  popular 
cause.  From  this  time  until  after  the  Kevo- 
lution,  we  hardly  hear  the  name  of  caucus. 

The  last  administration  of  President  Wash- 
ington was  an  exceedingly  stormy  one.  He 
was,  during  his  second  term,  in  a  continual 
war  with  the  Democratic  or  Republican  party 
in  Congress,  and  the  most  important  adminis- 
tration measures  were  only  carried  through 
Con^ss  bv  bare  majorities.  For  the  third 
election  of  President  it  does  not  appear  that 
there  was  any  set  caucasing  to  put  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Jefferson  before  the  people.  Mr. 
Adams  was  recognised  as  the  great  leader  of 
the  Federalists,  and  although  the  South  did 
prefer  Mr.  Pincknej,  there  seems  to  have  been 
no  great  difficulty  in  combining  the  strength 
of  uie  party  by  giving  the  last-named  gentle- 
man the  second  place  on  the  ticket.  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  beaten  for  the  first  place,  but 
obtained  the  second.  The  usual  process  of 
naming  candidates  at  that  time  was  a  trial  of 
votes  in  the  state  legislatures. 

The  first  Congressional  caucus  to  nominate 
oandidatcs  for  President  and  Vice  President 
that  we  have  any  account  of,  was  said  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1800.  We 
quote  from  a  newspaper  of  that  day,  which 
states  that  thirty-seven  representatives  and 
nine  senators  were  present,  and  nominated 
Messrs.  Jefferson  and  Burr.  It  is  important 
to  note  here  that  the  system,  which  is  so  in- 
tensely exclusive  and  aristocratic,  was  origi- 
nated by  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic,  then 
called  the  Republican  party.  It  is  also  proper 
to  say  that  the  first  caucuses  were  more  like 
informal  meetings  of  a  certain  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  express  their  preferences  for  a 
candidate. 

The  first  regular  caucus  on  record  was  held 
at  Washington,  on  tlie  19th  of  January,  1808. 
The  chief  cause  of  this  meeting  was  a  dispute 
in  Virginia  as  to  the  succession.  The  legis- 
lature of  that  state  was  divided  between  Mr. 
Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr. 
Monr(»e,  then  Minister  to  England.  Our  read- 
ers will  notice  that  these  were  the  "  good  old 
times''  when  the  Old  Dominion  furnished  all 
the  high  officers  of  state.  The  caucus  then 
mot  to  decide  which  Virginian  should  be 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  Mr.  Jeffer^ 
son  went  out  of  office  in  such  a  blaze  of  glory 
that  the  nomination  of  his  party  was  equiva- 
lent to  election.  At  this  time  the  whole  num- 
ber of  members  of  Congress  was  176,  and  of 
these  only  about  40  were  Federalists.  The 
Republicans  (Democrats  now)  numbered  13C. 
Of  these  94,  beins  a  majority  of  the  two 
Hoosoe,  attended  tno  caucus.    Mr.  Madison 


was  the  chcice  of  the  caucus,  receiving  83 
votes,  the  r^unainder  being  given  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe and  Mr.  George  Clinton.  The  people  also 
chose  Mr.  Madison,  whose  administration  wai? 
popular,  although  when  his  term  had  nearly 
expired  the  North  declared  against  him  anUl 
in  favor  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  legislature  of  New  York. 

The  administration  members  of  Congress), 
still  largely  in  the  majority,  were  called  to 
meet  in  caucus  at  Washington  on  the  18th 
May,  1812.  The  whole  number  of  members 
was  176 — Democrats,  133.  Present  at  the 
caucus,  83,  all  of  whom  named  Mr.  Madison 
for  re-election.  One  or  two  Democratic  mem- 
bers from  Maryland,  and  the  majority  of  the 
New  York  and  Massachusetts  memllers,  did 
not  give  in  their  adhesion  to  the  nomination. 
In  September  of  the  same  year,  the  first  con- 
vention of  the  opposition  or  Federalist  party 
was  held  in  New  York,  when  seventy  mem- 
bers from  eleven  states  appeared  and  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Clinton.  The  opposition  excited 
by  the  anti-war  sentiment  proved  very  strtni^, 
but  Mr.  Madis(m  was  re-elected,  receiving  128 
votes  in  the  electoral  colleges,  to  89  for  Mr. 
Clinton. 

After  Mr.  Madison's  second  success  there 
was  a  growing  prejudice  against  these  caucuses 
in  the  mass  of  the  party,  and  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  in  the  first  caucus  held 
thereafter  to  declare  that  Presidential  nominar 
tions  by  members  of  Congress  were  inexpedi- 
ent. Tliis  was  defeated  by  the  friimds  ot  Mr. 
Monroe.  He  had  been  in  Madison's  Cabinet 
during  the  whole  of  his  admin istrati^m.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  denounced  by  a  large  number  of 
the  Democratic  leaders  as  incompetent,  and 
the  caucus  system  was  declared  exceptionable. 
Colonel  Burr  desired  General  Andrew  Jackson 
to  l>e  brought  forward  at  that  time,  and  said 
that  if  he  had  had  a  respectable  nomination 
the  Virginia  caucus  would  have  been  beaten. 
D.  D.  Tompkins  of  N.  Y.  was  also  proposed. 

The  members  of  Congress  now  numbered 
213,  of  which  number  138  wore  Re]»ublicana. 
The  whole  power  of  die  administration  was 
used  to  carry  the  caucus  for  Monroe,  and  no 
means  were  spared  to  prt>curc  that  end.  The 
opposition  had  united  upon  William  H.  Craw- 
ford of  Qa.,  a  sort  of  compromise  candidata. 
He  had  sat  in  the  Senate,  was  a  Republican, 
but  favored  a  bank,  and  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
Madison.  He  had  been  Minister  to  Fraii«'se 
and  Secretary  at  War,  and  was  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  a  man  of  much  more  ability  thau 
Mr.  Monroe. 

The  caucus  met  on  the  11th  of  March,  1814, 
and  119  Republican  members  answered  to 
their  names.  The  19  absentees  refused  to 
attend,  because  they  were  opposed  to  tliis 
method  of  making  nominations.  Mr.  Monroe 
received  65  votes,  and  Mr.  Crawford  54.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  chosen  by  the  people,  and  Mr. 
Crawford  accepted  the  post  or  Secretary  of  tht 
Treasury.  Mr.  Monroe's  firm,  prudent,  and 
altogether  respectable  administration  ooooip 
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•U  parties,  and  there  wms  no  one  to 
O|ipo0e  him  for  his  second  term,  when  he  re- 
Mnred  all  the  electoral  votes  bat  one. 

This  brings  us  down  to  the  memorable 
CMciu  of  the  14th  of  Feb.,  1824,  which  was 
ianated  upon  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  other 
{riends  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  which  brought 
iboi&t  several  changes.  First,  it  killed  off 
CrawCwd  and  nearly  all  his  friends ;  second, 
it  killed  the  cancus  system,  which  had  ^own 
to  be  an  intolerable  despotism ;  and  third,  it 
broke  the  back  of  the  Republican  party,  which 
did  not  rise  again  until  resuscitated  by  the 
naoM  of  Jackson.  This  caucus,  so  interesting, 
ii  worth  attention. 

Conffress  now  had  261  members,  of  which 
216  hud  affinity  with  the  Republican  Demo- 
eratie  party.  These  were  not  all  Crawford 
men,  however,  and  were  divided  in  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  making  a  Congressional 
nomination.  It  was  then  stated  on  the  other 
side  that  180  Republican  members  were  op- 
poeed  to  a  caucus  nomination. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  warnings,  com- 
bined with  a  strong  popular  clamor  against 
the  measure,  a  meeting  of  the  Democratic 
members  of  the  Legislature  was  called  on  the 
date  above  mentioned.  Only  66  out  of  216 
attended,  and  Kin^  Caucus  was  dead  at  last. 
Mr.  Crawford  received  64  votes.  The  great 
muorit^  of  the  party  throughout  the  country 
in<Henantly  repudiated  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Crawford  had  lost  much  of  his  popu- 
larity, and  he  was  in  such  bad  health  tnat  it 
was  doubtful  whether,  if  elected,  he  would 
live  to  take  his  seat.  But  Virginia  insisted 
ujunti  having  him.  The  members  of  the  caucus 
were  nearly  all  senators,  and  one  paper  says 
tbat  only  eight  members  of  the  popular  branch 
•  »f  the  Congress  were  in  attendance  from  twenty 
states  out  of  the  twenty-four. 

Of  the  electoral  votes,  Jackson  had  99 ;  J. 
*^.  Adams  (Federalist),  84 ;  Crawford,  41 ; 
<  lav  (then  adting  with  the  Republicans),  41. 

The  election  going  to  the  House,  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay  voted  ror  Adams  to  defeat  Jack- 
s'jo,  and  succeeded  in  their  efforts.  Thus  was 
the  Republican  par^  broken  up  after  an  un- 
interrupted sway  of  twenty-four  years.  It 
was  killed  by  its  friends,  and  died  from  tlie 
effeeta  of  too  much  prosperity. 

General  Jackson  was  placed  early  in  the 
fiehi  by  the  legislature  of^Ms  own  state,  and 
found  it  easy  to  organize  a  strong  opposition 
to  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  only  a  minority  Pre- 
sident, after  all.  There  was  no  more  caucus- 
ing, and  General  Jackson  received  a  lar^e  ma- 
jority of  electoral  votes.  He  was  again  put 
m  nomination  bv  the  legislatures  of  Pennsyl- 
vanta  and  New  York,  and  again  elected,  and 
his  administration  brings  us  to  a  consideration 
of  the 

CONVENTION   SYSTEM. 

The  first  convention  for  the  nomination  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  was  the  anti- 
Maaonic  meeting  held  at  Baltimore,  in  Sep- 
r,  1831.    This  party  or  faction  is  an 
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interesting  one,  inasmuch  as  it  bronght  Mr. 
Seward  and  Mr.  Fillmore  into  public  lite.  The 
party  originated  in  the  western  part  of  New 
X  ork,  and  grew  out  of  a  great  and  skilfully- 
managed  popular  excitement.  A  man  of  the 
name  of  W  illiam  Morgan  had  published  what 
purported  to  be  an  expose  of  the  three  first  de- 

frees  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  suddenly 
isappeared,  and  some  ridiculous  story  was 
circulated  about  his  being  murdered  hj  the 
Free  Masons.  The  politicians  went  so  Uir  as 
to  trump  up  somethmg  resembling  a  human 
body,  which  was  asserted  to  be  that  of  Morgan, 
and  from  this  shallow  imposture  arose  a  storm 
of  anti-Masonic  excitement  which  inflicted  a 
blow  upon  the  order  from  which  it  has  never 
entirely  recovered.  The  humbug  body  was 
said  by  Thurlow  Weed  to  be  '^  a  good  enough 
Morgan  until  after  election." 

So  it  proved  to  be.  The  anti-Masonic  party, 
thus  originating  in  this  state  in  1826,  achieved 
partial  successes  in  several  of  the  Northern 
states  in  the  local  elections  of  the  next  two  or 
three  years,  and  held  a  so-called  National  Con- 
vention at  Philadelphia  in  September,  1830, 
at  which  delegates  were  present  from  eleven 
states.  After  adopting  an  anti-Masonic  plat- 
form and  oalling  a  convention,  to  meet  at  Bal- 
timore in  September,  1831,  the  Philadelphia 
meeting  dissolved. 

At  this  time  the  opposition  looked  to  Mr. 
Clay  as  their  leader  in  the  contest  so  soon  to 
be  commenced.  Ho  was  the  only  man  in  the 
Whig  party  who  was  thought  to  be  strong, 
enough  to  cope  with  Old  Uickorv ;  but  Mr. 
Clay  l)eing  an  ardent  supporter  o^  and  an  af- 
filiated member  of  the  Masonic  order,  his  no- 
mination, by  that  section  of  the  opposition 
which  was  organized  on  the  basis  of  hostility 
to  that  Fraternity,  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  thus  the  enemies  of  General  Jackson  were 
divided  at  the  start. 

The  opposition  had  now  assumed  the  name- 
of  National  Republicans,  and  the  Baltimore 
Convention  was  called  to  concentrate  all  the 
factions  against  the  Democracy.  John  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  lately  a  prominent  Know  No- 
thing candidate,  and  since  talked  of  by  the 
Kepublicans,  was  the  favorite  of  the  anti- 
Masons,  but  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  Na- 
tional Kepublicans.  He  declined;  and  the 
Anti-Masonic  Convention  nominated  William 
Wirt  of  Maryland,  formerly  Attorney  General, 
for  President,  and  Amos  Ellmaker  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  Vice  President. 

Here  we  may  be  pardoned  for  digressing  so 
fi&r  as  to  point  out  a  curious  fact :  Millard  Fill- 
more, last  year  the  candidate  of  a  secret  poli- 
tical order,  was  brought  into  public  life  on  the- 
basis  of  bitter  hostihty  to  secret  orders  of  aH 
kinds,  political  and  social,  while .  Judge  Mo- 
Lean,  tne  choice  of  the  North  Americans,  nar- 
rowly escaped  the  nomination  given  to  Wil-- 
liam  Wirt. 

In  December,  18S1,  the  first  National  Re» 
publican  Convention  was  held  at  Baltimore,- 
and  nominated  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky  for* 
President^and  John.  Sergeant  of  Pennsylvar- 
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ni&  for  Vice  President.  Thus  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Wirt  were  placed  in  the  field  to  lead  the 
opposition,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  election 
would  be  thrown  into  the  House. 

General  Jackson's  position  was  a  strong 
one,  and  the  administration  party  thought  of 
no  one  else  for  the  succession.  Mr.  Calhoun, 
then  Vice  President,  had  quarrelled  with  the 
President,  and  it  was  important  to  select  some 
strong  man  for  the  second  place  on  the  ticket 
f^r  the  succession.  Jackson  was  accordingly 
nominated  by  the  administration  members  of 
the  New  York  legislature,  and  the  state  of 
New  Ilampshire  has,  in  addition  to  the  glory 
of  presenting  a  President  in  the  person  of  the 
late  incumbent,  the  further  gem  in  her 
political  crown  of  having  originated  the  sys- 
tem of  National  Conventions.  The  legisla- 
ture of  New  Ilampshire  sent  out  the  first  call 
for  a  Democratic  National  Convention,  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  Vice  President  No 
number  of  delegates  being  mentioned,  each 
state  sent  as  many  as  could  afford  the  time, 
and  on  the  2l8t  of  May,  1832,  the  Democracy 
muRtered  in  great  force  at  Baltimore,  and  this 
may  be  called  the  first  National  Convention 
W(»rthy  of  the  name  that  was  ever  held,  (jene- 
ral  Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  body,  wnich  adopted  the 
celebrated  two-thirds  rule,  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  as  follows : — 

ReK>lTed,  That  rach  state  be  entitled,  In  the  nomination 
to  be  made  of  a  candidate  Ibr  the  Vice  Preddeney,  to  a  num- 
ber of  Totcs  equal  to  the  number  that  they  will  be  entitled 
Ui  In  Uie  Electoral  GollMeA  under  the  new  apportionment  In 
mtlni;  for  I*reHident  and  Viee  Preeident,  and  that  two-thlrda 
of  the  whole  number  of  Totee  in  the  conTention  aball  be 
necessary  to  constitute  a  choice. 

This  is  the  celebrated  machine  which  has 
been  used  to  execute  all  the  best  men  in  the 
party,  and  which  has  killed  off  Mr.  Cass. 

The  total  number  of  electoral  votes  at  that 
time  was  288,  of  which  283  were  represented. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  received  203 ;  Mr.  Barbour, 
of  Vir^ioia,  49  (both  had  assisted  in  the 
obsequies  of  King  Caucus,  and  both  were 
sincere  mourners) ;  Richard  M.  Johnson,  26. 
The  Convention  then  adopted  a  i^atform,  which 
in  point  of  brevity  is  a  model.  This  ticket  was 
chosen,  receiving  219  electoral  votes  to  49  for 
Mr.  Clay.  The  anti-Masonic  ticket  received 
the  electoral  vote  of  Vermont  (7).  South 
Carolina  voted  for  John  Floyd.  Pennsylvania 
gave  its  vote  for  William  Wilkins.  In  this 
election,  pledged  electoral  tickets  became 
more  firmly  established.  When  the  time 
approached  for  the  next  National  Convention, 
which  was  to  nominate  for  the  succession,  the 
Democratic  party  was  united,  while  the  oppo- 
sition, though  numerically  powerful,  was  noli- 
.tically  weak,  being  sput  up  into  various 
factions.  The  soutnem  anti-Jackson  candi- 
:late  was  Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennessee, 
nominated  by  the  Alabama  legislature.  He 
was  also  supported  by  the  Tennessee  legisla- 
ture, and  by  the  delegation  from  that  state  in 
Congress,  except  Messrs.  Polk  and  Johnson. 
An  opposition  meeting  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  put 
General  W.  H.  Harrison,  of  Ohio^  in  nomina- 


laon.  The  Whigs  in  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature nominate  Daniel  Webster,  and  John 
McLean  was  brought  forward  in  the  Bune 
manner  in  Ohio. 

The  Convention  question  serioasly  agitated 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
his  friends  were  strongly  in  favor  of  a  Conven* 
tion.  General  Jackson,  in  February,  1885, 
came  out  in  favor  of  a  National  Conventian 
to  nominate  candidates  for  President  and  Vioe 
President.  None  but  the  friends  of  Van 
Buren  favored  a  National  Convention,  and 
none  but  his  friends  appeared  in  the  body 
which  met  at  Baltimore  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1835.  More  than  six  hundred  delegates  were 
present,  representing  twenty-two  states.  Mt. 
Van  Buren  was  unanimously  nominated, 
receiving  all  the  votes,  and  hemf  the  first 
Presidential  nominee  of  a  Democratic  National 
Convention,  properly  speaking.  There  was 
some  difficulty  in  getting  the  second  plaoe  on 
the  ticket  for  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Virginia  desired  Mr.  Rives,  and  boiled 
from  Johnson,  who  lost  his  election  by  the 
people,  but  was  chosen  by  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  elected  by  rather  a  tight 
squeeze. 

The  Democratic  National  Convention  had 
now  come  to  be  considered  a  regular  instita- 
tion  as  much  as  Congress,  and  the  third  of 
these  bodies  was  proclaimed  from  W9shing> 
ton  to  be  held  at  Baltimore,  on  the  fifth  m 
May,  1840.  During  the  three  years  previom 
the  opposition  had  gradually  been  gainmg 
tremendous  strength  m  Congress.  The  Whigs 
gained  great  advantages  in  l837-'38,  and  the 
voice  of  the  best  portion  of  the  psxtj  pointed 
to  Mr.  Clay  as  the  man  to  be  pitted  against 
Van  Buren,  who  was  determmed  to  plaoe 
himself  before  the  people. 

The  Abolitionists  began  their  national  po- 
litical organization  in  1839.  The  New  York 
Anti-Slavery  Society  met  in  Warsaw,  N.  Y., 
in  November  of  that  year,  and  formed  itself 
into  a  nominating  convention,  and  nominated 
James  G.  Bimey,  of  Michigan,  for  President, 
and  Francis  J.  Lemoyne,  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
Vice  President.  They  polled  7000  votes  at 
the  ensuing  election,  receiving  votes  in  every 
free  state  but  Indiana. 

The  first  National  Convention  of  the  Whig 

?arty  was  held  at  Harrisburg,  Dec.  4,  1839. 
'wenty-two  states  were  represented  by  abont 
four  hundred  delegates.  On  an  informal  bal- 
lot, per  eapila,  Mr.  Clay  had  a  plurality,  but 
no  majority. 

Imitating  the  example  of  the  Democracy,  the 
"Whigs  desired  to  put  lorward  General  Harriscm 
or  General  Scot^  In  a  speech  at  Buffalo,  Mr. 
Clay  came  out  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
and  told  his  party  to  put  his  name  away,  if  it 
was  considered  the  slightest  obstacle  to  har- 
mony. Small  politicians  were  afraid  that  they 
could  not  lead  him  by  the  nose,  and  therefore 
said  that  the  anti-Masons,  the  anti-tariff 
Whigs,  &c.,  would  not  vote  for  him,  and  they 
spar^  no  means  to  prevent  his  nomination. 
They  also  succeeded  in  killing  off  General 
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Scott;  and  General  Harrison,  in  a  vote  by 
rittei^  after  the  manner  of  the  Democratic 
:MBTention8,  received  148,  Clay  90,  and  Scott 
16.  John  Tyler,  of  Va.,  was  nominated  for 
Tiee  President. 

The  Bemocratio  National  Convention  met 
■t  Baltimore,  May  5, 1840.  Twenty-one  states 
•eat  delegates.  Goyernor  William  Carroll,  of 
Tenn^  presided.  In  order  to  simplify  busi- 
ness, *  eommittee  was  appointed  to  report 
the  names  of  candidates.  They  reported  the 
name  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren  for  President,  but 
Made  no  report  on  the  subject  of  a  candidate 
kr  the  Vice  Presidency.  R.  M.  Johnson,  re- 
eeiTed,  however,  the  Democratic  vote.  In 
this  convention  there  were  about  250  dele- 
gstea,  representing  twenty-one  states. 

The  issoe  of  this  struggle  is  well  known. 
Harrison  and  Tyler  were  carried  into  power 

S  popular  majorities,  unprecedented  since 
mzoe'a  second  term.  But,  in  1844,  the 
I>emocratio  par^  rallied  stronger  than  ever, 
■nd  the  fourth  National  Convention,  held  at 
Baltimore,  May  27,  1844,  was  a  curious,  ex- 
eiting,  interesting,  and  extraordinary  body. 
Evenr  state,  except  S.  Carolina,  was  represent- 
ed. The  number  of  delegates  was  325,  entitled 
to  266  votes.  The  Hon.  U.  B.  Wright,  of  Pa., 
was  chosen  chairman.  Mr.  Saunders  laid  on 
the  two-thirds  rule  of  1832.  After  a  long  de- 
bate it  wascmrried:  148  to  118.  Mr  .Van  Buren 
had  a  nuuority  on  the  first  vote,  but  not  two- 
thirds.  Ue  fell  off  on  the  fourth  ballot,  and 
Mr.  Cass  had  a  maiority.  On  the  ninth  bal- 
lot James  K.  Polk,  of  Tenn.,  received  44 
vmes,  and  on  the  tenth  he  was  unanimously 
nominated.  The  question  of  "  Who  is  James 
K.  Polkf  was  immediately  asked  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  except  Tennessee.  It  was 
answered  on  the  ensuing  4th  of  March  by  the 
Qiief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion was  held  in  Baltimore,  a  Tyler  conven- 
tion was  held  in  that  city,  and  Mr.  Tyler  was 
not  in  nomination ;  but  the  struggle  being  a 
tnpeless  one,  he  retired  from  the  field  in 
Avurast. 

Tlw  Whig  National  Convention  was  held  at 
Bahimore,  May  1.  It  was  more  like  a  mass 
meeting,  and  the  Whigs  came  up  resolved  to 
give  s£r.  Clay  a  chance.  Ambrose  Spen- 
eer,  of  N.  Y.,  presided,  and  every  state  in  the 
Union  was  represented.  There  were  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  delegates.  Mr.  Clay  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  for  President,  and 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J.,  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  Texas  question  was  the  great 
isaae  in  this  canvass.  Mr.  Clay  wrote  a  letter 
opposinc  the  annexation  of  that  republic,  and 
that  kiUed  him,  while  Mr.  Polk  was  under- 
stood to  stand  on  the  platform  of  the  "  re- 
annexation  of  Texas  at  tne  earliest  practicable 
moment,"  and  to  go  for  the  whole  of  Oregon. 

The  Abolitionists  took  up  the  Texas  ques^ 
tiony  and  nominated  James  G.  Bimey  for 
th0  campaign  of  1844.    He  received  62,140 


We  come  now  to  1848,  a  memorable  year  in 
the  history  of  conventions  and  party  nominal 
tions.  The  war  with  Mexico  had  given  the 
Whigs  and  the  Democrats  several  heroes,  but 
none  appealed  so  forcibly  to  the  public  heart 
as  General  Taylor,  whose  proclivities  were 
believed  to  be  "Whig,  but  wno  was  innocent 
on  the  subject  of  politics.  On  the  other  hand, 
stood  Clay  and  Webster,  the  lights  of  the 
great  Whig  party,  with  their  thousands  of 
worshippers.  The  Whig  leaders  resolved  oc 
the  final  slaughter  of  Cuiy,  and,  on  the  27th 
January,  1848,  a  meeting  of  the  Whig  members 
of  Congress  was  held  in  Washington.  This 
meeting  called  a  National  Nominating  Con- 
vention, to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  7th 
of  June.  The  Democrate  were  called  to  meet 
in  May,  as  usual,  at  Baltimore.  It  assembled 
on  the  22d,  Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Va.,  in  the 
chair.  The  New  York  difficulties  were  then 
for  the  first  time  introduced  into  the  councils 
of  the  party.    The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 

4 now  called  Softs)  were  then  denominated 
barnburners,  and  tne  friends  of  Mr.  Cass  (now 
transferred  to  Dickinson,  and  called  Hards), 
were  termed  Hunkers.  The  Convention  voted 
to  admit  both  delegations,  but  both  declined 
to  take  part  in  the  discussions  or  the  votes. 
The  two-thirds  rule  (263  whole  vote)  was 
adopted,  and  Mr.  Cass  was  nominated  on  the 
fourth  ballot.  General  W.  0.  Butler,  of  Tenn., 
for  Vice  President. 

The  Convention  failed  to  restore  harmony 
to  the  party  in  New  York,  and  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's  friends  took  ground  in  favor  of  prohibit- 
ing slavery  in  territory  to  be  acquired  here- 
after. A  Convention  was  held  at  Utica,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  June,  when  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  nominated  for  President,  and 
Henry  Dodge  for  Vice  Pre«ident.  Mr.  Dodge 
subsequently  (June  29)  declined,  and  a  na- 
tional convention  was  held  at  Buffalo  in  1848 
(August  9),  when  nearly  all  the  free  states 
were  represented.  A  strong  anti-slavery  plat- 
form was  adopted,  and  the  Convention  then 
put  in  nomination  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr. 
Adams,  (son  of  President  J.  Q.  Adams).  This 
divided  the  vote  in  New  York,  and  defeated 
the  Democratic  party. 

The  Whigs  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  7th 
June,  1848,  and  held  what  is  called  the 
"  Slaughterhouse  Convention."  The  political 
death  of  Clav,  Webster,  and  Scott  had  long 
been  resolvedf  upon — at  least  they  were  to  be 
put  out  of  the  way  for  that  campaign.  Cren- 
eral  Taylor  was  the  man,  and  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  a  majority  vote  on  the  third  Imllot 

The  second  place  on  the  ticket  was  gi?en  to 
Mr.  Fillmore.* 

The  Democracy  were  early  in  the  field  in 
1852,  and  the  central  committee  called  a  Con- 
vention to  meet  at  Baltimore  on  the  first  of 
June.  Hon.  John  W.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  pre- 
sided. There  was  a  tremendous  crowd  of  dele- 
gates, and  the  old  two-thirds  rule  was  put  on 

*  Qerritt  Bmith  wai  alto  Toted  for  in  1848. 
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hj  a  large  TOie.  Every  state,  except  South 
Cfarolina,  was  representedt  and  the  number  of 
delegates  was  2e8. 

The  Convention  sat  five  davs,  most  of  which 
time  was  spent  in  ineffectual  ballotings.  On 
the  30th  Virginia  changed  from  Buchanan, 
and  gave  15  votes  to  Pierce.  On  the  49th  bal> 
lot,  Mr.  Pierce  received  all  the  votes  but  six, 
and  was  nominated.  W.  R.  King  of  Ala.  was 
named  second  on  the  ticket.  In  order  to  pre- 
serve peace  at  future  conventions,  the  follow- 
ing was  adopted : — 

Voted,  Ttuit  the  iMxt  Democratic  National  ConTontion  be 
iMld  at  CincinDatt.  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Voted,  That  in  eonstitutlng  the  future  National  ConTen- 
tfoo.  In  order  to  ieeore  the  reepectire  rights  of  the  atjites, 
•aeh  state  shall  be  entitled  to  twice  the  number  of  delegates 
it  has  in  the  Electoral  CSoUege,  and  no  more ;  and  the  I)emo- 
eratie  Oommittee,  in  making  arrangements  for  tlie  next 
I>emocratie  CSonvention,  proTide  such  nombcr  of  seats  and 
aecnrs  them  for  the  dele0ites  elect. 

This  is  the  rule  for  the  Convention  which 
was  held  in  Cincinnati  on  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1856. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  say,  that  although 
South  Carolina  has  generally  omitted  to  send 
delegations  to  the  I)emocratio  Conventions, 
she  has,  with  the  exception  above  noted,  given 
her  electoral  vote  to  the  nominees  of  that 
party. 

The  last  Convention  of  the  Whig  paiihr  met 
at  Baltimore  on  the  10th  June,  1852.  George 
Evans  of  Me.  presided.  On  the  fifty-third 
ballot  General  Scott  was  nominated.  This 
Convention  was  full — 296  delegates  from  all 
the  states.  General  Scott,  being  supported  by 
the  Sewardites,  was  deserted  by  the  National 
Vhigs. 

In  July,  1852,  a  Native  American  Conven- 
tion was  held  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  by  which 
Jacob  Broom  of  Pa.,  late  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, was  nominated  for  President  on  a  sort 
of  Know  Nothing  platform.  He  received 
2485  votes  in  all. 

An  Abolition  Convention  (called  national) 
was  held  at  Buffalo,  Sept.  1,  1852,  under  the 
call  of  James  G.  Birney,  Gerritt  SmiUi,  and 
William  Godell.  The  lost  named  person  was 
nominated  for  President,  and  received  72 
votes  in  New  York  state. 

At  a  Convention  held  in  Georgia  in  the 
summer  of  1852,  G.  M.  Troup  was  nominated 
as  a  Southern  States  Rights  candidate  for  Pre- 
sident He  received  a^ut  100  votes  in  Geor^ 
gia,  and  2000  in  Alabama. 

The  remnants  of  various  parties  met  in 
National  Convention  at  Pittsburgh,  August  11. 
The  New  York  Democracy  being  united  on 
Pierce,  this  Convention  excited  no  attention. 
It  put  in  nomination  John  P.  Hale  of  N.  H., 
and  George  W.  Julian  of  Ind.  They  did  not 
carry  the  electoral  vote  of  any  state,  but  re- 
ceived about  155,000  popular  votes. 

Since  1852  tiiere  have  been  several  national 
conventions  so  called.  A  great  party  based 
upon  the  Know  Nothing  or  Native  American 
iaea  sprung  up,  and  was  successful.  It  held 
a  National  Convention  which  met  in  Philadel- 
phia in  June,  1855.    It  adopted  a  platform 


which  was  not  satisfactory  to  either  section, 
and  which  caused  the  North  to  bolt  and  hold 
a  Convention  at  Cincinnati  in  November  of 
the  same  year.  Another  Convention  met  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  18tii  of  February,  1856, 
where  the  Know  Nothings  east  off  ithe  old  plat- 
form altogether,  and  adopted  a  new  one.  On 
that  they  nominated  for  President  Millard 
Fillmore  (Whig),  for  Vice  President  A.  J.  Don- 
elson.  Tnis  ticket  only  received  the  electoral 
vote  of  Maryland. 

The  Democratic  Convention  nominated 
Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Breckenridge,  who 
received  the  vote  of  all  the  other  states,  and 
were  elected. 

The  old  Free-Soilers,  with  some  aoeesdovft 
from  the  Seward  Whigs,  held  a  Contention  at 
Pittsburgh,  February  22,  and  called  a  Nomi- 
nating (invention  to  meet  at  Philadelphia, 
June  17,  1856. 

The  Republican  Convention  whidi  met  at 
Philadelphia  in  June,  1856,  nominated  John 
C.  Fremont  for  President,  and  William  L.  Day- 
ton for  Vice  President.  This  ticket  received 
the  vote  of  all  the  free  states  except  lUinoiSy 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jeney,  and  Cali- 
fornia. 


Creole  Case. 

This  case  was  presented  to  Congress  March 
21,  1842. 

The  brig  Creole,  bound  from  Richmond, 
Ya.,  to  New  Orleans,  was  freighted,  among 
other  things,  with  a  laree  lot  of  negroes,  who 
mutinied  in  a  storm,  killed  the  captain,  seve- 
ral of  the  crew  and  passengers,  ana  compelled 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  vessel  to  take  her 
into  Nassau,  N.  P.,  one  of  the  British  West 
India  islands,  where  the  negroes  were  taken 
care  of  and  set  free  by  the  authorities  of  the 
island.  This  case  was  the  sulject  of  Con- 
gressional action  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  of  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  The 
most  intense  feeling  was  manifested  all  over 
the  Union,  and  particularly  in  the  South. 

During  the  pendency  of  the  excitement^ 
Mr.  Gid€ungs  offered  a  set  of  resolutions  jus- 
tifying the  negroes  in  their  mutiny  and  mur- 
der, and  approving  of  their  course,  denying 
that  the  said  negroes  had  violated  any  law  of 
the  United  States ;  stating  that  tliey  had  in- 
curred no  legal  penalty,  and  are  justiy  liable 
to  no  punishment;  and  that  all  attempts  to 
regain  possession  of,  or  to  re-enslave  said  per- 
sons, are  unauthorised  by  the  Constitution, 
andprejudioial  to  the  national  honor. 

We  annex  them,  omitting  the  first  three  :— 

*'  Resolved,  That  slavery,  being  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  natural  rights  of  man,  can  exist 
only  bj(  force  of  positive  municipal  law,  and 
is  necessarily  confined  to  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  tiie  power  creating  it. 

*'  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  the  citi- 
lens  of  any  state  or  this  Lnion  leaves  the 
waters  and  territory  of  such  state,  and  enters 
upon  the  high  seas,  the  persons  (slaves)  on 
board  cease  to  be  sul^ect  to  the  laws  of 


CREOLE  CASE.— CUBA. 


188r 


■tote.  Mad  thenceforth  are  governed  in 
tkeir  relatiooB  to  each  other  by,  and  are  ame- 
oable  to,  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

"6.  That  when  the  brig  Creole,  on  her  late 
gtssaflEe  to  New  Orleans,  left  the  territorial 
jnriwliction  of  Virginia,  the  slave  laws  of 
tbat  Btate  ceased  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the 
persona  (slaves)  on  board  said  brig,  and  such 
persons  became  amenable  only  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

^  7.  That  the  persons  (slaves)  on  board  said 
brif,  in  resuming  their  natural  rights  of  pcr^ 
•ooal  liberty,  viohited  no  law  of  the  United 
States,  incurred  no  legal  penalty,  and  are 
josdj  liable  to  no  punishment. 

"  8.  Tl^  all  attempts  to  regain  possession 
of«  or  to  re-enslave  said  persons,  are  unau- 
thorised by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  incompatible  with  our 
national  honor. 

**  9.  That  all  attempts  to  exert  our  national 
inflnenoe  in  favor  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade, 
or  to  place  thb  nation  in  the  attitude  of  main- 
taining a  commerce  in  human  beings,  are  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  injurious  to  the  feel- 
ings and  the  interests  of  the  free  states,  are 
unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  preju- 
dicial to  our  national  character.^' 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  resolutions  do 
lie  on  the  table— yeas  52,  nays  125.  This 
could  not  be  considered  a  test  vote;  many 
members  who  were  opposed  to  the  resolutions 
fvted  against  the  motion,  in  order  to  kill  them 
by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  John  Minor  ?otts,  on  the  same  (Liy, 
offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion:— 

"Whereas,  the  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings 
has  this  day  presented  to  this  House  a  scries 
fff  resolutions  touching  the  most  important 
interests  connected  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
Union,  now  a  subject  of  negotiation  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the 
most  delicate  nature,  the  result  of  which  may 
eTentoally  involve  those  nations  in  war ;  and 
whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  dsvery  good  citizen 
to  discoantenance  all  efforts  to  create  excite- 
ment, dissatisfaction,  and  division  among  the 
peimie  of  the  United  States  at  such  a  time, 
onoer  sach  circumstances ;  and  whereas,  mu- 
tmy  and  murder  are  therein  justified  and  ap- 
proved in  terms  shocking  to  all  sense  of  law, 
order,  and  humanity ;  therefore, 

**  Resol^Rsd,  That  this  House  holds  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  member  as  altogether  unwar- 
ranted and  unwarrantable,  and  deserving  the 
severe  condemnation  of  the  people  of  this 
ooantrv,  and  of  this  body  in  particular." 

On  these  resolutions  a  motion  was  made  to 
suspend  the  rules — ^yeas  128,  nays  68.  Two- 
thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  call  tor  resolutions  still  resting  with 
the  state  of  Ohio,  Mr.  WeUer  offered  Mr. 
Botts's  resolution  as  his  own. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
ralject  on  the  table — ^yeas  70,  nays  125.  The 
'^'      "  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 


censuring  Mr.  Giddings— yeas  125,.  nays  69^ 
as  follows : — 

YxAA.— Mettn.  L.  W.  Andrewi  of  Kr^  Arnold  of  Tten., 
Arrington  of  N.  C^  Atherton  of  N.  IL,  Barton  of  Va.,  Bcefoa 
of  PiL,  Bidlack  of  Pft.,  Blmek  of  Ga^  Bottm  of  Va.,  Boyd  of 
Ky^  Brewater  of  N.  T.,  A.  V.  Brown  of  T«nn^  M.  Brown  of 
Tenn.,  C  Brown  of  Pa.,  Burke  of  N.  II.,  8.  U.  Butl«r  of  8. 
a,  Wm.  BnUer  of  Ky.,  Wm.  0.  Butler  of  Ky.,  O.  W.  Cald- 
well of  N.  C,  John  Gamnhell  of  8.  C,  Wm.  B.  Oampbell  of 
Tenn.,  Thomas  J.  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  Gamthera  of  Tenn., 
Cary  of  Va.,  Casey  of  111..  Chapman  of  Afai.,  CliffoTd  of  Me., 
ainton  of  N.  Y..  Coles  of  Va.,  Colquit  of  Qa.,  M.  A.  Cocmtr 
of  Oa.,  Daniel  of  N.  C,  O.  Davis  of  Ky.,  Dawson  of  Ua., 
Dean  of  0«  Deberry  of  N.  C,  Doan  of  0.»  Eastman  of  N.  H.,  . 
John  C.  Edwanis  of  l>a.,  C.  A.  Floyd  of  N.  Y.,  Fomanoe  of 
Pa.,  Thomas  F.  Fo<iter  uf  Ga.,  Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Gerry  of  Pa., 
Gilmer  of  Va.,  Gogidn  of  Va.,  W.  O.  Goode  of  Va.,  Graham 
of  N.  C  Green  of  Ky.,  Owin  of  Mias.,  Ilabertham  of  Ga., 
Harris  of  Va.,  John  Hastings  of  0.,  Haya  of  Va.,  Holmee  of 
S.  C,  Hopkins  of  Va.,  Hooek  of  N.  Y.,  Uonston  of  Ala., 
Hubard  of  Va..  Hunter  cif  Va..  C.  J.  InKeivnll  of  Pa^  J.  K. 
IntnTKll  of  Pa.,  Jack  of  l*a..  Care  Johnson  of  Tenn.,  Keln 
of  Pa.,  J.  P.  Kennedy  of  Md.,  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Jnd., 
Lane  of  Ind..  Lewis  of  Ala..  Uttlefield  of  He..  A.McClrllaa 
of  Tenn.,  K.  McCIellan  of  N.  Y.,  McKar  of  N.  C,  Malleiy, 
Marchand  of  Pa.,  Alfh^d  Marshall  of  Me.,  John  T.  Mamn 
of  Md..   Mathewa  of  0.,   Medill  of  Mass.,  Miller  of  Mo., 
Moore  of  La.,  Newhard  of  Pa.,  Olirer  of  N.  Y.,  Onsley  of 
Ky.,  PickeiiH  of  S.  C,  Plumer  of  Pa.,  Powell  of  Va.,  Alex. 
Randall  of  Md..  liayner  «f  N.  C,  Reding  of  N.  H.,  Bencher 
of  N.  C.,  ReyiioldK.  Rbett  of  8.  C,  Riggs  of  N.  Y.,  Kogera 
of  S.  C.  8baw  uf  N.  II.,  8hepp*>rd  of  N.  C,  Shields  of  Ala^ 
Wm.  Smith  of  Va.,  Snrder  of  I'a.,  Sollers  of  Md.,  Sprigg  <n 
Ky.,  8tnnlcy  of  N.  C.  tfteenrod  of  Va.,  Stratton  of  K.  J., 
Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart  uf  Va.,  John  T.  Stuart  of  111.,  8nmmert 
of  Va..  Swcuev  of  0.,  Tnliaforro  of  Va..  John  B.  Iliompfion 
of  Ky..  Rich.  W.  Thompson  of  Ind^  Jacob  Thompson  of 
Miw.,  Triplett  of  Ky.,  Tumey  of  Tenn.,  \rallace  of  Ind., 
Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Wsm-n  of  Ga.,  Washington  of  N.  C,  Wat- 
t«T»!«m  of  Tenn..  Wt»ller  of  O..  Wwttbrooke  of  Pa.,  E.  D. 
Whiti'of  La..  Ch.  H.  WiUiams  of  Tenn.,  Joaeph  L.  Williams 
of  Tfon.— 125. 

NAT.s.t— ,\i««irs.  Adnms  of  Mao*.,  Allen  of  Me.,  8.  J.  An- 
drewR  of  0.,  Aycrljrg  of  .N.  J.,  Raker  of  Maas.,  BIrdseye  of 
N.  Y.,  itlair  of  N.  Y..  Boardman  of  Conn.,  BonJen  of  MasH^ 
Brrtckway  of  Conn.,  RronKon  of  Me.,  J.  Brown  of  Pa.,  Cal* 
hnun  of  .Maw.,  niJlds  of  N.  Y.,  CblUenden  of  N.  Y.,  J.  a 
Clark  of  N.  Y..  Ctiwfu  of  ().,  Cranston  of  K.  I.,  CrareuK  of 
iDd..  Cu^liiiii;  of  MaM..  K.  D.  DavU  of  X.  Y.,  Doig  of  N.  Y., 
J.  Edwanis  of  .Mo..  KjrU'rt  of  N.  Y.,  Even«ttof  Vt.,  Ferriii 
of  X.  Y..  FfS?«'nden  of  Me.,  Fillmore  of  N.  Y.,  Gates  of  N.  Y., 
P.  (J.  CiwkIp  of  O.,  Gorden  of  N.  Y.,  Granger  of  N.  Y.,  Hal 
of  Vl.  Wm.  S.  Ila^UntiHof  Ma«i.,  Henry  of  I*a.,  Howanl  of 
Mich..  Heed<^n  <ir.Ma<ii.,  Wm.  W.  Irwfn  of  I*a.,  James  Li ns 
of  N.  Y.,  McKeon  of  .\.  Y.,  8.  Mason  of  0.,  Siathiot  of  O., 
Mattocks  of  Vl,  Maxw«U  of  N.  J.,  Hsynard  of  N.  J.,  Mor* 
gan  of  N.  Y^..  Morris  of  0.,  Morrow  of  0.,  Osborne  of  Conn., 
I'armenter  of  Mmm..  i'endleton  of  O.,  Pope  of  Ky.,  Benj. 
Randall  of  Me.,  Ridgwar  of  O.,  RooaeTelt  of  N.  Y.,  J.  M. 
RatsoU  of  O.,  Saltonstall  of  Mass.,  Simonton  of  Pa.,  T. 
Smith,  Slokcly  of  O..  Tomllnson  of  N.  Y.,  Trumbull  of 
Conn.,  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Van  Rensselaer  ot  N.  Y.,  Jos.  L. 
White  of  Ky..  Thomas  W.  Williams  of  Coon.,  Wlnthrop  of 
]!blaf!s.,  Augustus  Young  of  Vt — 09. ' 


Cuba. 

Proclamation  respecting  an  apprehendeb 
invasion  of. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  iff 
America : — 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
military  expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted  out  in 
the  United  States  with  intention  to  invade  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  a  colony  of  Spain,  with  which 
this  country  is  at  peace;  and  whereas  it  is 
believed  that  this  expedition  is  instigated  and 
net  on  foot  chiefly  by  foreigners  who  dare  to 
make  our  shores  the  scene  of  tlieir  guilty  and 
hostile  preparations  against  a  friendly  power ; 
and  seeiL  by  falsehood  and  misrepresentation 
to  seduce  our  own  citizens,  especial Ijr  the 
young  and  inconsiderate,  into  their  wicked 
schemes, — an  ungrateful  return  for  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  them  by  this  people,  in  per* 
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mitdng  them  to  make  our  country  an  asylnm 
from  oppression, — and  in  flagrant  abuse  of  the 
hospitauty  thus  extended  to  them : 

And  whereas  such  expeditions  can  only  be 
regarded  as  adventures  for  plunder  and  rob- 
bery, and  must  meet  the  condemnation  of  the 
ciyilized  world,  whilst  they  are  derogatory  to 
the  character  of  our  country, — in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations, — and  expressly  prohibited 
by  our  own.  Our  statutes  declare  "  that  if 
any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  begin  or  set  on 
foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for,  any 
military  expedition  or  enterprise,  to  be  carried 
on  from  thence  against  the  territory  or  do- 
minions of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of 
any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  at  peace,  every  person,  so 
offending,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceed- 
ing three  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned 
not  more  than  three  years :" 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  my  Procla- 
mation, warning  all  persons  who  shall  connect 
themselves  with  any  such  enterprise  or  expedi- 
tion in  violation  of  our  laws  and  national  obli- 
gations that  they  will  thereby  subject  them- 
selves to  the  heavy  penalties  denounced  against 
such  offences,  and  will  forfeit  their  clami  to 
the  protection  of  this  government,  or  any 
interference  in  their  behtuf,  no  matter  to  what 
extremities  they  may  be  reduced  in  conse- 
quence of  their  illegal  conduct.  And  there- 
tOTQ  1  exhort  all  good  citizens,  as  they  regard 
cur  national  reputation,  as  they  respect  their 
own  laws  and  the  laws  of  nations,  as  they 
value  the  blessings  of  peace  and  the  welfare 
of  their  country,  to  discountenance,  and,  by 
all  lawful  means,  prevent  any  such  enterprise ; 
and  I  call  upon  every  officer  of  this  govern- 
ment, civil  or  military,  to  use  all  efforts  in  his 
power,  to  arrest  for  trial  and  punishment 
every  such  offender  against  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

Qiven  under  my  hand,  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
[l.  8.]  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  and  the  seventy-fifth  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States. 

Millard  Fillxore. 
By  the  President : 

W.  S.  Derrick,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Davis,  H.  Winter,  of  Maryland. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Davis's  speech  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  6th  of  Jan., 
1857,  on  the  results  of  the  recent  Presidential 
election :— • 

'*  Still  more,  sir,  it  dissipates  the  sweet  de- 
lusion of  the  dead  heroes  or  the  Nebraska  act, 
that  there  was  a  day  of  resurrection  for  them. 
It  demonstrates  that  the  blast  which  prostror 
ted  its  friends  in  the  North  was  no  passing 
N)uall;  that  no  sober  second  thought  has 
changed  their  first  thoujjht ;  but  that  a  settled 
and  unchangeable  hostility  through  all  the 


North  condemns  them  to  a  hopeless  and 
pitiable  minority.  The  death-wound,  1  rather 
think,  has  been  dealt  to  that  party  which  in- 
solently boasted  itself  a  perpetual  plague  to  the 
republic,  but  now — worse  than  the  scotched 
snake — staggers  to  its  grave,  like  a  wounded 
gladiator,  whose  fall,  even  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory, ¥rins  for  him  neither  pity  nor  a  crown. 

**  These  are  some  of  the  lessons  about  which 
I  think  there  can  be  very  little  difference  of 
opinion.  They  need  only  the  teaching  of 
numbers.  They  need  only  to  count  the  re- 
sults of  the  ballot-box.  They  depend  on  no 
adjustment  of  the  difference  of  principle  be- 
tween the  different  portions  or  the  party. 
They  are  irrespective  of  the  question,  whether 
the  approval  or  President  Pierce's  administra- 
tion was  made  or  evaded  north  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line.  They  still  stand,  no  matter 
what  meaning  was  assigned  to  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  anywhere.  On  a  simple  count 
of  the  voices  of  the  judges — even  admitting  a 
northern  and  a  southern  Democrat  to  mean 
the  same  thing — it  appears  that  tho  great 
majority  of  the  country  are  tired  of  its  men, 
are  hostile  to  its  principles,  condemn  its  mea- 
sures, mock  at  its  blunders,  are  weary  of  its 
agitations,  abhor  its  sectional  warfare,  and 
have  ordered  hue  and  cry  to  be  made  against 
everything  bearing  the  name  of  Democrat  as 
a  disturber  of  the  public  peace.  Instead  of 
repentance  and  reform  under  the  discipline 
administered  two  years  age,  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  country  have  beheld  with 
alarm  every  element  of  electioneering  torture 
applied  to  wring  from  the  terrors  of  the 
country  an  approval,  real  or  apparent,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  administration  ;  and  .they  have 
by  this  great  vote  indicated  their  abiding  hos- 
tility to  a  policy  which  has  brought  the  re- 
public to  the  verge  of  ruin.  This,  I  take  it, 
IS  the  judgment  of  the  American  people— only 
they  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  as  to  the 
measures  of  redress ;  and  the  penalty  of  this 
blunder  is  the  continuance  of  tnat  domination 
in  the  executive  chair  for  four  years  more. 

**  The  great  lesson  is  taught  by  this  election 
that  both  the  parties  which  rested  their  hopes 
on  sectional  hostility,  stand  at  this  day  con- 
demned by  the  great  majority  of  the  country, 
as  common  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  of 
the  country. 

"  The  Blepublican  party  was  a  hasty  levy, 
en  masse,  or  the  Northern  people  to  repel  or 
revenge  an  intrusion  by  Northern  votes  alone. 
With  its  occasion  it  must  jmss  away.  The 
eentlemen  of  the  Republican  side  of  the 
House  can  now  do  nothing.  They  can  pass 
no  law  excluding  slavery  from  Kansas  in  the 
next  Congress — for  they  are  in  a  minority. 
Within  two  years  Kansas  must  be  a  state  of 
the  Union.  She  will  be  admitted  with  or 
without  slavery,  as  hor  people  prefer.  Beyond 
Kansas  there  is  no  question  that  is  practically 
open.  I  speak  to  practical  men.  Slavery 
doos  not  exist  in  any  other  territory,- —it  is 
excluded  by  law  from  several,  and  not  likely 
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to  exist  mnywhere ;  and  the  Republican  parW 
ku  nothing  to  do,  and  can  do  nothing.  It 
kas  no  future.    Why  cumbers  it  the  ground  ? 

**  Between  these  two  stand  the  firm  ranks 
of  the  American  party,  thinned  by  desertions, 
bat  still  unshaken.  To  them  the  eye  of  the 
eoontrj  turns  in  hope.  The  eentleman  from 
Geor^a  saluted  the  l^orthem  Democrats  with 
tbe  title  of  heroes — ^who  swam  vigorously  down 
the  current.  The  men  of  the  American  party 
hced^  in  each  section,  the  sectional  madness. 
They  would  cry  neither  free  nor  slave  Kansas; 
but  proposed  a  safe  adminbtration  of  the  laws, 
be£6re  which  every  right  would  find  protec- 
tion. Their  voice  was  drowned  amid  the  din 
of  factions.  The  men  of  the  North  would 
hare  no  moderation,  and  they  have  paid  the 
penalty.  The  American  party  elected  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House :  had  they  of  the  North 
held  fast  to  the  great  American  principle  of 
silence  on  the  ne2;ro  question,  and,  firmly 
refosing  to  join  either  agitation,  stood  by  the 
American  candidate,  they  would  not  now  be 
writhing,  crushed  beneath  an  utter  overthrow. 
If  they  would  now  destroy  the  Democrats, 
tiiey  can  do  it  only  by  returning  to  the  Ameri- 
can party.  By  it  alone  can  a  party  be  created 
strong  at  the  South  as  well  as  at  the  North. 
To  it  alone  belongs  a  principle  accepted 
wherever  the  American  name  is  heard — the 
same  at  the  NorUi  as  at  the  South,  on  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Pacific  shore.  It  alone  is  free 
from  sectional  affiliations  at  either  end  of  the 
Union  which  would  cripple  it  at  the  other. 
Its  principle  is  silence,  peace,  and  compro- 
mise. It  abides  by  the  existing  law.  It 
allows  no  fetation.  It  maintains  the  present 
condition  of  afiairs.  It  asks  no  change  in  any 
territory,  and  it  will  countenance  no  agitation 
for  the  aggrandizement  of  either  section. 
Tbou^  thousands  fell  off  in  the  day  of  trial 
—allured  by  ambition,  or  terrified  by  fear — at 
the  North  and  at  the  South,  carried  away  by 
the  torrent  of  fanaticism  in  one  part  of  the 
Union,  or  driven  by  the  fierce  onset  of  the 
Democrats  in  another,  who  shook  Southern 
institutions  by  the  violence  of  their  attack, 
and  half  waked  the  sleeping  negro  by  paint- 
inz  the  Republican  as  his  liberator,  still  a 
mulion  of  men,  on  the  great  day,  in  the  face 
cif  both  factions,  heroically  refused  to  bow  the 
knee  to  either  Baal.  They  knew  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  times,  and  they  set  the  example  of 
•acrifice,  that  others  might  profit  hj  it.  They 
.now  stand  the  hope  of  tne  nation,  around 
whose  firm  ranks  the  shattered  elements  of 
the'  ^reat  majority  may  rally  and  vindicate 
the  right  of  the  majority  to  rule,  and  of  the 
native  of  the  land  to  make  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  recent  election  has  developed,  in  an 
aggravated  form,  every  evil  against  which  the 
American  party  protested.  Again  in  the  war 
of  domestic  parties,  Republican  and  Democrat 
have  rivallcNl  each  other  in  bidding  for  the 
forei^  vote  to  turn  the  balance  of  a  domestic 
deetKnu     Foreign  allies  have  decided  the 


^vemment  of  the  country — men  naturalized 
m  thousands  on  the  eve  of  the  election — 
eagerly  struggled  for  by  competing  parties, 
mad  with  sectional  fury,  and  grasping  any 
instrument  which  would  prostrate  their  oppo- 
nents. Again,  in  the  fierce  struggle  for 
supremacy,  men  have  forgotten  the  ban  which 
the  Republic  puts  on  the  intrusion  of  religious 
influence  on  the  political  arena.  These  in- 
fluences have  brought  vast  multitudes  of 
foroign-bom  citizens  to  the  polls,  ignorant  of 
American  interests,  without  American  feel- 
ings, influenced  by  foreign  sympathies,  to  vote 
on  American  affairs;  and  thos^  votes  have, 
in  point  of  fact,  accomplished  the  present 
result. 

The  high  mission  of  the  American  is  to 
restore  the  influence  of  the  interests  of  the 
people  in  the  conduct  of  affairs ;  to  exclude 
appeals  to  foreign  birth  or  religious  feeling  as 
elements  of  power  in  politics ;  to  silence  the 
voice  of  sectional  strife — not  by  joining  either 
section,  but  by  recalling  the  people  from  a 
profitless  and  maddening  controversy  which 
aids  no  interest,  and  shakes  the  foundation  not 
only  of  the  common  industry  of  the  people, 
but  of  the  Republic  itself;  to  lay  a  storm  amid 
whose  fury  no  voice  can  be  heard  in  behalf 
of  the  industrial  interests  of  the  country,  no 
eye  can  watch  and  ^ard  the  foreign  policy 
01  the  government,  till  our  ears  may  bo  openecl 
by  the  crash  of  foreign  war  waged  for  pur- 
poses of  political  and  party  ambition,  in  the 
name,  but  not  by  the  authority  nor  for  the 
interests,  of  the  American  people. 

Return,  then,  Americans  of  the  North,  from 
the  paths  of  error  to  which  in  an  evil  hour 
fierce  passions  and  indignation  have  seduced 
you,  to  the  sound  position  of  the  American 
party — silence  on  the  slavery  agitation.  Leave 
the  territories  as  they  are — to  the  operation 
of  natural  causes.  Prevent  aggression  by  ex- 
cluding from  power  the  aggressors,  and  there 
will  be  no  more  wrong  to  redress.  Awake 
the  national  spirit  to  the  danger  and  degrada- 
tion of  baring  the  balance  of  power  held  by 
foreigners.  Recall  the  wal-nings  of  Washing- 
ton against  foreign  influence — here  in  our 
midst — wielding  part  of  our  sovereignty  ;  and 
with  these  sound  words  of  wisdom  let  us  recall 
the  people  from  paths  of  strife  and  error  to 
guard  their  peace  and  power  ;  and  when  once 
3ie  mind  of  the  people  is  turned  from  the  sin- 
very  agitation,  that  party  which  waked  the 
agitation  will  cease  to  have  power  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  land. 

Tnis  is  the  great  mission  of  the  American 
party.  The  first  condition  of  success  is  to 
prevent  the  administration  from  having  a 
majority  in  the  next  Congress ;  for,  with  that, 
the  agitation  will  be  resumed  for  very  different 
objects.  The  Ostend  manifesto  is  fuU  of  warn- 
ing ;  and  they  who  struggle  over  Kansas  may 
awake  and  find  themselves  in  the  midst  of  an 
agitation  compared  to  which  that  of  Kansas 
was  a  summer's  sea ;  whose  instruments  will 
be,  not  words,  but  the  sword. 
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DeelaratioB  sad  Pledge. 

Thi  undeniened,  members  of  the  thirtj- 
ftrst  (Congress  of  the  United  Statet,  believing 
that  a  renewal  of  sectional  oontroversj  upon 
the  subieot  of  slavery  would  be  both  danger- 
ouBioihe  llnion  and  dutrucHve  to  Ua  oi^ectB, 
and  seeing  no  mode  by  which  such  controver- 
siee  can  be  avoided,  except  by  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  the  settlement  thereof,  effected  by  the 
compromise  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, do  hereby  declare  their  intention  to 
maintain  the  same  settlement  inviolate,  and 
to  resist  idl  attempts  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
acts  aforesaid,  unless  by  general  consent  of 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  and  to  remedy  such 
evils,  if  any,  as  time  and  experience  may  de- 
velop. And  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
resolution  effective,  they  further  declare  that 
they  will  not  support  for  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent or  Vice  President,  or  of  Senator  or  of 
Representative  in  Congress,  or  as  mem1>er  of 
a  state  le^slature,  any  man,  of  whatever 
party,  who  is  not  known  to  be  opposed  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  sentiment  aforesaid,  and  to 
tiie  renewal,  in  any  form,  of  agitation  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery  hereafter. 

ntfWftt  Oihb  of  0«a,* 

WUlUmDocrofN^ 
Jamea  Brooks  of  N.  T^ 

A.  H.  8t«ph(tQii  of  G«o^ 

B.  Tbombs  of  Oeo., 
M.  P.  Oentry  of  Ttonn^ 
H.  W.  Ililllardof  AU., 
V.  K.  McLean  of  Kr., 
A.  Q.  Watkins  of  Taoii., 
II.  A.  Rullard  of  La., 
T.  S.  Ilaymond  of  Va., 
A.  II.  Shenpard  of  N.  C 
Edmund  Itebernr  of 

John  R.  Thurman  of  N.  T.,  H.  Marshall  of  Kr., 

D.  A.  Bokee  of  N.  Y.,  Daniel  Breck  of  Ky., 

George  R.  Andrews  of  N.  T.,  James  L.  Johnson  of  Ky^ 

W.  P.  Mant;um  of  N.  C,  J.  B.  Thompson  of  Ky., 

Jeremiah  Morton  of  Va^  J.  M.  Anderson  of  Tenn., 

R.  I.  Bowie  of  Md.,  John  B.  Kerr  of  N.  C, 

JB.  C.  Qibell  of  FUl,  J.  P.  Caldwell  of  N.  C, 

Alexander  Evans  of  Md.,  Allen  F.  Owen  of  Geo. 

Those  in  italics  Democrats ;  those  in  roman 
Whigs. 

Declaration  of  Independence* 

Whkx,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  one  people  to  dissolve 
the  political  bands  which  have  connected 
them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the 
powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal 
station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  otna- 
ture's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to 
the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they 
shoula  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them 
to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-endcnt : 
that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
alienable rights;  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That 
to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  insti- 
tuted among  men,  deriving  their  lust  powers 
fn)m  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  and  that, 
whenever  any  form  of  g«)vernment  becomes 
destructive  of  these  cndH,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute 
jjew  j^overnmejii,  laying  its  foundations  on 


HeoTT  Clay  of  Ky., 

C  8.  Morehead  of  Ky^ 

Robert  L.  Rose,  of  N.  Y., 

William  C.  I>awK>n  of  Geo, 

Thomaa  J.  Xtttk  of  Texas, 

Jtremiah  Clemens  of  Ala., 

James  Cooper  of  Pa., 

Tliomaa  G.  Pratt  of  Md^ 

Waiiam  M.  Owiim  of  Cal., 

Samuel  A.  Elliott  of  Mass., 

DaTid  Outlaw  of  N.  C, 

0.  H.  Williams  of  1\»nn., 

J.  Philips  Phoenix  of  N.T., 

A.  U.  Schermerhom  of  N.  T.,         Edmund  Iteberrr  of  N.  C, 
-  -----  ^^^ 

Daniel  Breck  of  Ky, 


snoh  principles,  and  ornninng  Hi  powers  in 
such  form,  as  to  them  diall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  PnU 
dence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments 
long  established,  should  not  be  changed  for 
light  and  transient  causes ;  and,  acconiiBgly, 
au  experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are 
more  disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufler* 
able,  than  to  ri^ht  themselves  by  abolishing 
the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  Bat, 
when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations* 
pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces 
a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  des- 
potism, it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide 
new  guards  for  tiieir  future  security.  Such 
has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  the  coloniea, 
and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains 
them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  ^vem- 
ment.  The  history  of  the  present  king  of 
Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  ii^uries 
and  usurpations,  all  having,  in  direct  object, 
the  establishment  of  an  abMlnte  tyranny  over 
these  states.  To  prove  this,  let  nets  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  candid  world : 

lie  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most 
wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws 
of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,  unless 
suspended  in  their  operations  till  his  assent 
should  be  obtained ;  and,  when  so  suspended, 
he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  tnem. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the 
accommodation  of  large  districts  of  people, 
unless  those  people  would  relinquish  the  nght 
of  representation  in  the  legislature — a  right 
inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants 
only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at 
places  unusual,  uncomfortable,  and  distant 
from  tiie  repository  of  their  public  records, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into 
compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  re- 
peatedly, for  opposing  with  manly  firmness  his 
mvasions  on  the  ri^ts  of  the  people. 

lie  has  refused,  for  a  long  time  aAer  such 
dissolutions,  to  cause  others  to  be  elected ; 
whereby  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at 
large  for  their  exercise ;  the  state  remaining, 
in  the  mean  time,  exposed  to  all  the  dan^rs 
of  invasion  from  without,  and  convulsions 
within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population 
of  these  states ;  for  that  purpose,  oostructing 
the  laws  of  naturalisation  of  forei^ers,  re- 
fusing to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migrar 
tion  thither,  and  raijiing  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  lands. 

lie  has  obstructed  the  administration  of 
justice,  by  refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for 
establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will 

ahmo  for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the 

amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

I      He  has  oreotcd  a  multitude  of  new  offices, 

I  and  sent  hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass 

I  our  people,  and  oat  out  their  substance. 


DBCLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENGE. 


1S7 


IIa  has  kept  among  ub,  in  time  of  peace, 
lUuding  armies,  without  the  consent  of  our 


[e  has  affected  to  render  the  military  inde- 
pendent oC  and  superior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  subject  us 
to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  our  constitution, 
tad  unacknowledged  b j  our  laws :  ^ving  his 
assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops 
•Bongus: 

For  protecting  them,  bj  a  mock  trial,  from 
punishment  for  any  murders  which  they 
thoold  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these 


For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of 
the  world : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our 
consent : 

For  depriTing  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the 
benefit  of  trial  by  jury : 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas,  to  be  tried 
forpretended  offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English 
laws  in  a  neighboring  proTince,  establishing 
thM«in  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg- 
ing its  boundaries  so  as  to  render  it  at  once 
an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing 
the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing 
our  most  valuable  laws,  and  altering,  funda- 
mentally, the  forms  of  our  governments: 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and 
declaring  themselves  invested  with  power  to 
legislate  for  us  in  all  oases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  de- 
claring us  out  of  his  protection,  and  waging 
war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our 
eoasia,  burnt  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the 
lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large 
armies  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  complete  the 
works  of  deaui,  desolation,  and  tyranny, 
already  begun,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most 
barbarous  a^,  and  totally  unworthy  the 
head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens, 
taken  captive  on  the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms 
aji^nst  their  country,  to  become  the  execu- 
tioners of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall 
themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections 
amongst  us,  and  has  endeavored  to  brin^  on 
the  ii^bitants  of  our  frontiers  the  merciless 
Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare 
is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages, 
sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we 
have  petitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  humble 
terms.  Our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
answered  only  by  repeated  injuries.  A  prince, 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act 
which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  bcMsn  wanting  in  attention  to 
our  British  brethren.  We  have  warned  them, 
from  tim«  to  time,  of  the  attempts  by  their 


legislature  to  extend  an  nnwarrantaUe  juria* 
diction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of 
the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and 
settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their 
native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have 
conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common 
kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which 
would  inevitably  intorrupt  our  connexions  and 
correspondence.  They,  too,  have  been  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  Justice  and  of  consanguinity. 
We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity 
which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold 
them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind — enemiea 
in  war,  in  peace,  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  General  Con- 

fress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
udge  of  the  worla  for  the  rectitude  of  our 
intontions,  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  people  of  these  coloniest 
solemnly  pubush  and  declare  that  Uiese  United 
Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  fre^ 
and  independent  States;  that  they  are  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them 
and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  totally  dissolved ;  and  that,  as  free  and 
independent  States,  they  have  fiill  power  to 
levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances, 
establish  commerce,  and  do  all  other  acts  and 
things  which  independent  States  may  of  right 
do.  And,  for  the  support  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of 
Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to 
each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honor. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was,  by  order  of 
Congress,  engrossed,  and  signed  by  the  follow- 
ing members : — 

JOHN  HANOOCK. 


NEW  HAMP8HIRB. 

Joeiah  Bartlett, 
William  Whipple, 
Matthew  Thornton. 

MASSACHUSKTTS  BAT. 

Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine^ 
Klbridge  Uerry. 

KHODR  raLAKD. 

Stephen  Uopkia«, 
William  Ellery. 

OOWNECnCUT. 

Roger  Sherman, 
Samuel  Huntington, 
WUlUm  WlUiama, 
Oliver  Woloott. 

NEW  TOSK. 

WUllam  Floyd, 
Philip  LivingHton, 
FraneiB  li^Wig, 
Lewis  Morris. 

KEW  JER8KT. 

Richard  Stockton, 
John  Withenipoon, 
Francis  llopkinson, 
John  Hart. 
Abraham  Clark. 

PETfNSTLTAiriA. 

Robert  Morris, 
Benjamin  Rush, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Morton, 
<4«orge  Clymer, 


James  Smith, 
George  Taylor, 
James  Wilson, 
George  Roes. 

DXLAWA&S. 

Caesar  Rodney, 
George  Read, 
Thomas  M'Kean. 

M\IlTLAlfO. 

Samuel  Chase, 

William  Paca, 

Thomua  ^tone, 

Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrolltoa» 

naoiMiA. 
George  Wythe. 
Richard  llenry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferoon, 
Benjamin  Uarriiton, 
Thomas  Neimn,  Jr., 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lea, 
Carter  Braxton. 

NORTH  CAROUNA. 

William  Hooper, 
Jo8eph  Ilewes, 
John  Penn. 

SOirrR  OAftOLINA. 

Edward  Rutledge, 
Thomas  Heyward,  Jr., 
Thomas  Lynch,  Jr., 
Arthur  Middleton. 

OBOKOIA. 

Button  Gwinhett, 
Lyman  Hall, 
a«>rg«  Walton. 
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DemocTatic  Cancns,  34th  Congress. 

Resolotions  of. — See  Letter  of  Sahuel 
Oabuthsrs. 


Democratic  Platforms* 

The  following  platform,  adopted  by  the  Cin- 
cinnati Convention  of  1856,  contains,  besides 
the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  upon  new 
Issues,  tlie  material  portions  of  all  its  previous 
platforms ;  which  renders  a  repetition  of  them 
useless. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Democracy 
place  their  trust  in  the  intelligence,  the  pa- 
triotism, and  the  discriminating  justice  of  the 
American  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  re^rd  this  as  a  distinc- 
dve  feature  of  our  political  creed,  which  we 
are  proud  to  maintam  before  the  world,  as  the 
great  moral  element  in  a  form  of  government 
springing  from  and  upheld  by  the  popular 
will ;  and  we  contrast  it  with  the  creed  and 
practice  of  Federalism,  under  whatever  name 
or  form,  which  seeks  to  palsy  the  will  of  the 
constituent,  and  which  conceives  no  imposture 
too  monstrous  for  the  popular  credulity. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That,  entertaining  these 
views,  the  Democratic  party  of  this  Union, 
tlirough  their  delegates  assembled  in  a  gene- 
ral Convention,  coming  together  in  a  spirit  of 
concord,  of  devotion  to  the  doctrines  and  faith 
of  a  free  representative  ^vemment,  and  ap- 
pealing to  their  fellow  citizens  for  the  recti- 
tude of  their  intentions,  renew  and  re-assert 
before  the  American  people,  the  declarations 
of  principles  avowed  by  them  when,  on  former 
occasions  in  general  Convention,  they  have 
presented  their  candidates  for  the  popular 
suffrs^es. 

1.  That  the  federal  government  is  one  of 
limited  power,  derived  solely  from  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and  the  grants  of  power  made  therein 
ought  to  be  strictly  construed  by  all  the  de- 
partments and  agents  of  the  government ;  and 
that  it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exer- 
oii>e  doubtful  constitutional  powers. 

2.  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer 
upon  the  general  government  the  power  to 
commence  and  carry  on  a  general  system  of 
aitemal  improvements. 

3.  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer 
authority  upon  the  federal  government,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
several  states,  contracted  for  local  and  inters 
nal  improvements,  or  other  state  purposes; 
nor  would  such  assumption  be  just  or  expe- 
dient. 

4.  That  justice  and  sound  policy  forbid  the 
federal  government  to  foster*^  one  branch  of 
industry  to  the  detriment  of  any  other,  or 
to  cherish  the  interests  of  one  portion  to  the 
injury  of  another  portion  of  our  common 
country ;  that  every  citizen  and  every  section 
of  the  country  has  a  right  to  demand  and  in- 
■bt  upon  an  equality  of  rights  and  privileges, 
and  to  complete  an  ample  protection  of  persons 


and  property  from  domestic  violence  or  foreign 
aggression. 

5.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the 
government  to  enforce  and  practise  the  most 
rigid  economy  in  conducting  our  public  affairs, 
and  that  no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised 
than  is  required  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 

Eenses  of  the  government,  and  for  the  gradual, 
ut  certain  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 

6.  That  the  proceeds  of  tne  public  lands 
ought  to  be  sacrediv  applied  to  the  national 
objects  specified  in  the  Constitution ;  and  that 
we  are  opposed  to  any  law  for  the  distribution 
of  such  proceeds  among  the  states,  as  alike 
inexpedient  in  policy  and  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution. 

7.  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter  a 
national  bank ;  tliat  we  beli.eve  such  an  insti- 
tution one  of  deadly  hostility  to  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  dangerous  to  our  republi- 
can institutions  and  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  the 
country  within  the  control  of  a  concentrated 
money  power,  and  above  the  laws  and  the 
will  of  the  people ;  and  that  the  results  of 
Democratic  legislation  in  this  and  all  other 
financial  measures  upon  which  issues  have 
been  made  between  the  two  political  parties 
of  the  country,  have  demonstrated  to  candid 
and  practical  men  of  all  parties,  their  sound- 
ness, safety,  and  utility,  m  all  business  pur- 
suits. 

8.  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  Uie 
eovemment  from  banking  institutions  is  in- 
dispensable for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the 
government,  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  ^ 

9.  That  we  are  decidedly  opnosed  to  taking 
from  the  President  the  qualined  veto  power, 
by  which  he  is  enabled,  under  restrictions  and 
responsibilities  amply  sufiicient  to  guard  the 

Eublic  interests,  to  suspend  the  passage  of  a 
ill  whose  merits  cannot  secure  the  apprm-al 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, until  the  judgment  of  the  people 
can  be  obtained  thereon,  and  which  has  saved 
the  American  people  from  the  corrupt  and 
tyrannical  domination  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  from  a  corrupting  system 
of  general  internal  improvements. 

10.  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied 
by  Jefferson  in  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  sanctioned  in  the  Constitution, 
which  makes  ours  the  land  of  liberty,  and 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every  nation, 
have  ever  been  cardinal  principles  in  the 
Democratic  faith,  and  every  attempt  to  abridee 
the  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  and  the 
owners  of  soil  among  us,  ouglit  to  be  resisted 
with  the  same  spirit  which  swept  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  from  our  statute  books. 

And,  Whereas,  Since  the  foregoing  declara- 
tion was  uniformly  adopted  by  our  predeces- 
sors in  National  Conventions,  an  adverse  poli- 
tical and  religious  test  has  been  secretly  or- 
ganized by  a  party  claiming  to  be  exclusively 
American,  it  is  proper  that  the  American 
Democracy  shoula  clearly  define  its  relation 
thereto,  and  declare  its  determined  oppoeifeiou 
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to  all  secret  political  societies,  by  whatever 
name  ihej  may  be  caUed. 

ResoWed,  Tnat  the  foundation  of  this  union 
af  states  having  been  laid  in,  and  its  pros- 
perity, expansion,  and  pre-eminent  example 
m  free  government  built  upon  entire  freedom 
ID  matters  of  religious  concernment,  and  no 
re.<^pec^  of  person  in  re^rd  to  rank  or  place 
of  birth ;  no  party  can  justly  be  deemea  na- 
uooal,  constitutional,  or  in  accordance  with 
American  principles,  which  bases  its  exclusive 
organiiAtion  upon  religious  opinions  and  ac- 
oidental  birth-place.  And  hence  a  political 
oni&ade  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  against  Catholic 
and  foreign-bom,  is  neither  justified  by  the 
past  history  or  the  future  prospects  of  the 
country,  nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  toler- 
ation and  enlarged  freedom  which  peculiarly 
lOatinguishee  the  American  system  of  popular 
government. 

Resolved,  That  we  reiterate  with  renewed 
energy  of  purpose,  the  well  considered  de- 
clarations of  lormer  Conventions  upon  the 
•ectional  issue  of  domestic  slavery,  and  con- 
cerning the  reserved  rights  of  the  states. 

1.  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the 
Constitution,  to  interfere  witn  or  control  the 
domestio  institutions  of  the  several  states,  and 
that  such  states  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges 
of  everything  appertainiog  to  their  own  afiairs, 
not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution;  that  all 
efforts  of  the  abolitionists,  or  others,  made  to 
induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of 
slavery,  or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation 
thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most 
alarming  and  dangerous  consequences ;  and 
that  all  such  efforts  have  an  inevitable  tend- 
ency to  diminish  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
and  endanger  the  stability  and  pcrmauency  of 
the  Union,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced 
by  any  friend  of  our  political  institutions. 

2.  That  the  foregoine  proposition  covers, 
and  was  intended  to  embrace,  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  slavery  agitation  in  Congress ;  and 
therefore,  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Union, 
Btsjading  on  this  national  platu)rm,  will  abide 
by  and  adhere  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the 
acts  known  as  the  Compromise  Measures,  set- 
tied  by  the  Congress  of  1850 ;  "  the  act  for 
reclaiming  fugitives  from  service  or  labor,'' 
included  ;  which  act  being  designed  to  carry 
oat  an  express  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
cannot,  with  fidelity  thereto,  be  repealed,  or 
80  changed  as  to  destroy  or  impair  its  effi- 
ciency. 

3.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  resist  all 
attempts  at  renewing,  in  Congress  or  out  of 
it,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  under 
whatever  shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be 
made. 

4.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  faithfully 
abide  by  and  uphold  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of 
1798,  and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the 
Virgima  le^slature,  in  1799 ;  that  it  adopts 
^^  "     nrinoiples  as  constituting  one  of  uie 

roundatbns  of  its  politicalcreed,  and  is 


resolved  to  carry  them  out  in  their  obvions 
meaning  and  import. 

And  that  we  may  more  distinctly  meet  the 
issue  on  which  a  sectional  party,  subsisting 
exclusively  on  slavery  agitation,  now  relies  to 
test  the  fidelity  of  the  people,  north  and  south, 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union — 

1.  Resolved,  That  claiming  fellowship  with, 
and  desiring  the  co-operation  of,  all  who  re- 
gard the  preservation  of  the  Union  under  the 
Constitution  as  the  paramount  issue — and  re- 
pudiating all  sectional  parties  and  platforms 
concerning  domestic  slavery,  which  seek  to 
embroil  the  states  and  incite  to  treason  and 
armed  resistance  to  law  in  the  territories ;  and 
whose  avowed  purposes,  if  consummated,  must 
end  in  civil  war  and  disunion  ;  the  American 
Democrac;^  recognise  and  adopt  the  principles 
contained  m  the  organic  laws  establishing  the 
territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  as  embo- 
dying the  only  sound  and  safe  solution  of  the 
"slavery  question"  upon  which  the  great 
national  idea  of  the  people  of  this  whole 
country  can  repose  in  its  aetermined  conser- 
vatism of  the  Union — ^Non-interference  by 
Congress  with  slavery  in  state  and  territory, 
or  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

2.  That  this  was  the  basis  of  the  compro- 
mises of  1850— confirmed  by  both  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Whig  parties  in  national  Conven- 
tions— ratified  by  the  people  in  the  election  of 
1852 — and  rightly  appliea  to  the  organization 
of  territories  m  185f. 

3.  That  by  the  uniform  application  of  this 
Dem(x:ratic  principle  to  the  organization  of 
territories,  and  to  the  admission  of  new  states, 
with  or  without  domestic  slavery,  as  they  may 
elect — the  equal  rights  of  all  the  states  will 
be  preserved  intact — the  original  compacts  of 
the  Constitution  maintained  inviolate — and 
the  perpetuity  and  expansion  of  this  Union 
insured  to  its  utmost  capacity  of  embracing, 
in  peace  and  harmony,  every  future  American 
state  that  may  be  constituted  or  annexed,  with 
a  republican  form  of  government. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognise  the  right  of 
the  people  of  all  the  territories,  including 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  acting  through  the 
legally  and  fairly  expressed  will  of  a  majority 
of  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the  number 
of  their  inhabitants  justifies  it,  to  form  a 
Constitution,  with  or  without  domestic  slavery, 
and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  terms 
of  perfect  equality  with  the  other  states. 

Resolved,  finally,  That  in  the  view  of  the 
condition  of  popular  institutions  in  the  Old 
World  (and  the  danserous  tendencies  of  sec- 
tional agitation,  combined  with  the  attempt  to 
enforce  civil  and  religious  disabilities  against 
the  rights  of  acquiring  and  enjoying  citizen- 
ship, m  our  own  land),  a  high  and  sacred  duty 
is  devolved  with  increased  responsibility  upon 
the  Democratic  party  of  this  country,  as  the 
party  of  the  Union,  to  uphold  and  maintain 
the  rights  of  every  state,  and  thereby  the 
union  of  the  states ;  and  to  sustain  and  ad- 
vance among  us  constitutional  liberty,  by  con- 
^uing  to  resist  all  monopolies  and  exciusiye 
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legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and 
constant  adherence  to  those  principles  and 
compromises  of  tlie  Constitution,  wnich  are 
brofid  enough  and  strohg  enough  to  embrace 
and  liphold  the  Union  as  it  was,  the  Union  as 
It  is,  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be,  in  the  full 
expansion  of  the  energies  and  capacity  of  this 
great  and  progressive  people. 

1.  Resolved,  That  there  are  Questions  con- 
nected with  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country, 
which  are  inferior  to  no  domestic  question 
whatever.  The  time  has  come  for  the  people 
of  tihe  United  States  to  declare  themselves  in 
favor  of  free  seas  and  progressive  free  trade 
throughout  the  world,  and,  hj  solemn  mani- 
festations, to  place  their  moral  influence  at  the 
side  of  their  successful  example. 

2.  Resolved,  That  our  geographical  and 
political  position  with  reference  to  the  other 
states  of  this  continent,  no  less  than  the  in- 
terest of  our  commerce  and  the  development 
of  our  growing  power,  requires  that  we  should 
hold  as  sacred  the  principles  involved  in  the 
Monroe  doctrine:  uieir  bearing  and  import 
admit  of  no  misconstruction ;  they  should  be 
apifliod  with  unbending  rigidity. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  great  highway  which 
nature,  as  well  as  the  assent  of  the  states 
most  immediately  interested  in  its  mainte- 
nance, has  marked  out  for  a  free  communication 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  Oceans, 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  achieve- 
ments realized  by  the  spirit  of  modern  times 
and  the  unconquerable  energy  of  our  people. 
That  result  should  be  secured  by  a  timely  and 
efficient  exertion  of  the  control  which  wo  have 
the  right  to  claim  over  it,  and  no  power  on 
earth  should  be  suffered  to  impede  or  clo<^  its 
progress  bv  any  interference  with  the  relations 
It  may  suit  our  policy  to  establish  between 
our  governments  and  the  governments  of  the 
states  within  whose  dominions  it  lies.  We 
can,  under  no  circumstance,  surrender  our 
preponderance  in  the  adjustment  of  all  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  it. 

4.  Res»>lved,  That  in  view  of  so  command- 
ing an  interest,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
cannot  but  sympathize  with  the  efforts  which 
are  lieing  made  by  the  people  of  Central 
America  to  regenerate  that  portion  of  the 
continent  which  covers  the  passage  across  the 
Interoceanic  Isthmus. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  will 
expect  of  the  next  administration  tnat  every 
proper  effort  be  made  to  insure  our  ascendancy 
m  tne  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  maintain  a  per- 
manent protection  to  the  great  outlets  through 
which  are  emptied  into  its  waters  the  products 
raised  out  ot  the  soil,  and  the  commodities 
created  by  the  industry  of  the  people  of  our 
Western  valleys,  and  of  the  union  at  large. 

6.  Resolvea,  That  the  administration  of 
Franklin  Pierce  has  been  true  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  country.  In  the  face  of  the 
most  determined  opposition  it  has  maintained 
the  laws,  enforced  economy,  fostered  progress, 
and  infused  integrity  and  vigor  into  every  de- 


partment of  the  government  at  home.  It  bus 
signally  improved  our  treaty  relations,  ex- 
tended the  field  of  commercial  enterprise,  and 
vindicated  the  rights  of  American  citizens 
abroad.  It  has  asserted  with  eminent  impar- 
tiality the  just  claims  of  every  section,  an<l  has 
at  al!  times  been  faithful  to  the  Constitution. 
We  therefore  proclaim  our  unqualified  appro-, 
bation  of  its  measures  and  its  policy. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  partv  re- 
cognises the  ^eat  importance,  in  a  polftical 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  of  a  safe  and 
speedy  communication  through  our  own  terri- 
tory between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  c^^ista 
of  the  Union,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
federal  government  to  exercise  all  its  consti- 
tutional power  to  the  attainment  of  that 
object,  thereby  binding  the  Union  of  these 
states  in  indissoluble  bonds,  and  opening  to 
the  rich  commerce  of  Asia  an  overland  transit 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  great  lakes  of  the  North. 


Deposite  Bill. 

Copy  of  that  part  of  Act  of  June  23, 1836, 
providing  for  a  deposite  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue with  the  states. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  money  which  nhall  he  io  tbe 
TrMuiury  of  the  United  States  on  the  fliyt  day  of  January, 
1837  (reaerrinfi:  tbe  turn  of  five  oiilliona  of  dollara),  aiiall  lie 
depoHltpd  with  such  of  tbe  aeveral  statea.  in  proportioik  to 
their  rMip«>rtive  representation  in  the  Senate  and  Ilouae  of 
KepresentatiTea  of  the  United  SUte«,  aa  nhall,  by  law.  autho- 
riie  their  treaauren  or  other  competent  autltoritif^  to 
reoeire  tlie  nune,  on  the  terma  hereinafter  apedfied ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treanary  atiall  deliver  tlie  aame  to  auch 
treaKDrent  or  other  competent  authoritiee,  on  rereivinfr  eer- 
tiflcatea  of  depoait  therefor,  aigned  by  auch  oompctedt  autho* 
ritiea.  in  gurh  form  aa  may  be  prescribed  hy  the  Secretary 
aforeratd,  which  certiflcatee  ahall  exprciw  the  twual  and  lejral 
oljliications.  and  pledge  the  laith  of  the  states  for  the  aafo> 
keeping  and  repayment  thereof,  and  shall  pledge  tbe  fidth 
of  the  states  receiving  the  same  to  pay  the  said  moneys.  anU 
every  port  thifreof.  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purpniee  of  defraying  any  wants  of  the  public  treasury, 
bevnnd  the  amount  of  the  five  milllooa  aforesaid:  l^mviUed, 
Tliat  if  any  slate  declines  to  receive  its  proportion  of  tho 
surplus  aforesaid,  on  the  terms  before  named,  the  sam**  «hall 
be  df|)oslu»d  with  the  other  states  agreeing  to  acrvpt  the 
same  on  de|K)«it  in  the  proportion  aforesaid:  And  pntvid*^! 
further.  That  when  aaid  money,  or  any  part  thereof,  sbail 
be  wanted  by  the  said  Secretary,  to  meet  approprUtious  by 
law.  the  aame  shall  be  called  for,  in  rateable  pmjiortlon, 
within  one  year,  aa  nearly  as  conveniently  may  be,  fmui  the 
different  stAtes  with  which  the  same  is  de|ww{ted,  and  "liall 
not  be  called  for  in  sums  exceeding  ton  thousand  dullnra 
from  any  one  state  in  any  one  montti.  wiDiuut  previoua 
notice  of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  which  may  at  any  time  be  required. 

On  the  16th  of  Juno,  1836,  the  bill  contain- 
ing this  provision,  which  was  originate<l  }»y 
Mr.  Calhoun,  being  l)efore  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Black  of  Miss,  moved  to  strike  out  the  part 
above  quoted. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows : — 

TK^8._Messrs.  Benton  of  Mo.,  Black  of  Miss.,  Cnthbert  of 
Ga..  Grundy  of  Tenn.,  Nilee  of  Conn.,  Walker  of  Miss.,  Wright 
of  N.  Y.— 7. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Buchanan  of  Pa.,  Calhoun  of  8.  C,  Clay 
and  Crittenden  of  Ky..  Davia  of  Mass..  Kwing  of  (>..  Kwlng 
of  111..  Goldfiborough  of  Md.,  Hendricks  of  Ind.,  Ilubiiarl 
of  N.  n.,  Ivont  of  Md.,  King  of  Ala.,  King  of  Oa.,  Knight 
of  R.  I..  Leitrh  of  Va.,  Linn  of  .Mo.,  McKean  of  Pa.,  Mangum 
of  N.  C,  .MfMire  of  Ala^  Morris  of  0.,  Xaudain  of  DeU 
N'icholas  of  fji..  Page  of  N.  II.,  Porter  of  La.,  Prentiaa  of 
Vt.,  i'reston  of  8.  C,  Rives  of  Va..  Robblns  of  R.  T.,  Rohiaso* 
of  111.,  Kugglea  of  Me.,  Shepley  of  Me.,  Soatbard  of  M.  J« 
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On  the  18th  of  Jan,  1836,  the  vote  was 
Ukea  on  the  fin^l  paBBOge  of  the  biil^it  was 
ouried  by  jeu  and  najs  as  fullows : 

The  jeaa  were  tb«  wme  as  the  nerative 
role  last  recorded,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Xaodain  of  Del.,  and  the  addition  of  Mr.  Nilee 
of  Conn. 

The  naji  were  the  same  as  the  affirmative 
tote  iMt  recorded,  with  the  eiception  of  Mr. 
Mies  <^  Conn, 

Tbe  HoDse  passed  the  bill  on  the  22d  of 
June,  1S36,  bj  jeas  and  nays  as  follows: — 

ru*^-M«n.  John  QiiiDF7  Adunl.  AUu  oT  Kj^  AUm 
tt  Vt,  ABtbniT  of  P*.,  Aihlej  of  Ho,  B*U<r  at  Ha..  BM  at 
T>u.,  Book**  of  M.  r.  Bowl  of  o..  BooD  of  lod.,  Borden  of 
M^  km  of  H.  I-  BOTd  of  Kf,  Bilsgi  of  Mul,  BucIi 
of  Tiam,  i^Bam  of  N.  C,  CUhooD  of  Kj..  Cdliciiin  of  HuL, 
ChiT  tf  IikC  Cut*r  of  T«B.  Cwj  of  ni.,  ChuBbui  of  PL, 
rfciiiij  or  O,  Ommta  ut  U*.,  Cbnla  of  N.  I.,  CUIAl  of 
N .  T.,  Ctaibonaof  T*,  Ctuk  of  F^  diToIud  gf  a£,  Coonar 
of  !f .  C  Osrwla  of  Os  Oi^  of  Tl,  Cnnur  of  N.  T.,  Cno* 
of  O,  Cmrtdoi  of  Mu*^  Dn^BfCOB  or  PL,  DtbirTT  of  N .  C, 
Dnnr  of  PL,  Dkkanon  of  N.  J,  Do^4>dn  of  IJ.T_  Bnoa 
<<  Ik.  Knrttl  of  TL,  ronrtar  of  T*nn,  Fowlar  of  N,  J- 
FrHcta  of  Xt,  rrr  of  PL,  FnUar  of  N.  I.,  Oilbnith  of  Pl, 
"    '     'efTi.,auiularLL,GnngtrafN.  r^Onntluil 


a>  irf  Kt, 
orP*.,He 


U'kiu  or  I 


of  Cna.,  jaekioa  of  ti*m^  Jftckno  of  i 
JnllV  irf  IM^  jBlllUDn  of  Tl,  Jontm  ol 
JbOhb  of  OoiL,  Kllcon  of  a,  KinDinl 
lBd,iu«UorPL,La«laTof  AlL.  U>r 
•  ifS.T,  UaotN.  J.;lKafTiiiiL,  1.,-r>ns 
UH^BOf  llaB,LosuofpL,LoTt'i>r  N 


^  .  . .   ),  Spalf  bl  of  N.  C  DUDdtlhr  of  T.nii_ 

iulbarUBd  of  Pl,  Tiltihm  of 
«  8.  u.  Tooaai  of  Oobd.,  DDdM-wtBd  of  K»..  tinioD  or  u., 
WH«at  of  Pl,  WaiUBglDD  of  Md,  WaboUr  of  O.,  Wlilu 
of  Kf.  Whlttlna/  of  OniB,  WhlUliaii^  of  0.,  WIUImiui  of 
\.  C  WUUuaa  rfKT^lM. 
NiTC.— Haan.  aA  of  Pl,  B«la  of  Vl.  Bau  of  N.  R., 

MrBaM  of  Ml,  Fnifcr  of  n""  OUJetl  of  N.  tTSsI?  of  H^\ 
tlHM*  of  O-  Ju^  of  Mt,  JohnjDD  0(  Rt-  1-nilnK  of  .N, 
T,  G-  !«■  of  N.  y.,  LdtkII  of  Vl,  MkOD  of  N.  V^  Muon  of 
\-\,  MrfUT  of  K.  C,  McKau  of  •!.  V„  MeKIm  of  Hdl 
llrka  of  Ma.,  Ptam  of  N,  U„  PlnckDir  of  S.  C.  Rmos  ^ 
Vl.  Bonen  of  a.  a,  Mcklaa  of  N.  Y..  Taylor  of  >j.  v.,  Tboau 
■J  Kd.,  lorHU  of  H.  T.,  TuHaipoal  of  S.  Y,  Wud  of  N.  Y- 
Wai^nU  of  N.  T.,  WIm  of  Vl— SB. 

Extract  from  speech  of  Mr.  Benton  on  the 
llepoaite  Bai.  June  17,  1830  ;— 

Mr,  Benton  said — The  bad  oonscquonces  of 
this  distribntion  of  money  to  the  states  are 
palpable  and  frightful.  It  is  complicating  the 
federal  and  state  syetems,  and  multiplying 
their  points  of  oontact  and  haiards  of  colli- 1 
sioD.  Take  it  as  ostensibly  presented,  that 
of  a  decile,  or  loan,  to  be  repaid  at  some  j 
futare  time ;  then  it  is  establishing  the  reia- 
tion  of  debtor  and  crodilor  between  them  ;  a  I 
relalMii  critical  between  friends,  embarrass- 
im  bahrera  &  state  sod  its  ci(ueiu,.aad  erai- 1 


ipntlv  ilnugeroDS  between  confederate  states 
nil  llieir  common  head.  It  is  a  relation  al- 
\-a.yA  ilcprecatod  in  our  federal  sjetem.  The 
mid  oreilit  system  was  abolished  by  Congress 
L('tt;eii  yiL'ira  ago,  to  get  rid  of  the  relation  of 
(■hi.^r  "iiiid  creditor  between  the  federal  go- 
friiiiiipnt  and  the  citizens  of  the  states ;  jind 


of  0.  liirge  debt  from  numerous  individual 
di!l>Uin<  iras  found  to  be  almost  imposeible. 
How  Diuiih  worse  if  the  state  ilxetf  Moofues 
the  iklitor  1  uid  more,  if  all  the  states  become 
ill  Jellied  together  I  An  attempt  to  collect  the 
iVIit  w^»i]d  DC  attended,  first,  with  ill  blood, 
then  with  cancellation.  It  must  be  the  repre- 
fiBQtativui  of  the  states  who  are  to  enforce  the 
cullei^tiiin  of  the  debt.  This  they  would  not 
do.  'I'ht'j  would  stand  together  against  credi- 
tor. Kii  member  of  CongresH  would  vote  to 
tax  hif  Kiate  to  raise  money  for  the  general 
piirposcti  of  the  confederacy.  No  one  could 
vole  au  Hppropriation  which  was  to  become  a 
clini-);e  'in  his  own  state  treasury.  Taxation 
would  fir4t  be  resorted  1«,  and  the  tariff  and 
the  putilis  lands  would  becomo  the  fountain 
of  KUTijily  to  the  federal  government. 

Tiiki'ii  OB  a  real  transaction,  as  a  deposits 
with  thit  states,  or  a  toon  to  the  states,  as  this 
measure  professes  to  be,  and  it  is  fraught  with 
conseiiucQces  adverse  to  the  harmony  of  tlie 
federal  Hvstem,  and  fraught  with  new  DurdnDi 
upoD  thtT customs  and  upon  the  lands ;  taken 
as  a  fictioD  to  avoid  the  Constitution,  as  a 
John  Doe  and  Kichard  Roe  invention  to  coft- 
vcy  a  gill  under  the  name  of  a  deposite,  and 
to  effect  V.  distribution  under  the  disguise  of  a 
liiae,  and  it  is  an  artifice  which  makes  deri- 
siiiu  of  the  Constitution,  lets  down  the  Senate 
fruni  its  lofty  station,  and  providee  a  facile 
wiiy  Tiir  doing  anything  that  any  Congress 
uiay  ohiuae'tu  do  in  all  time  to  come.  It  is 
only  bi  dapoae  one  word  and  instal  another — 
it  is  iiiereljf  to  change  a  name — and  tbe  frown- 
ing CooiititDtion  immediately  smiles  on  the 
latii  forbidden  attempt. 

To    t1:e    federal    government    the    conne- 
qucticos  r)f  these  distributions  must  be  deplo- 
nililtt  iinil  destructive.     It  must  bo  remitted 
1')  (tio  helpless  condition  of  the  old  coufede' 
rooy,  (iciiending  for  ita  Rupplies  upon  the  vo- 
luatury  iMntributions  of  tlie  states.     Worse 
than   depending  on  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, Id  will  be  left  to  the  gratuitous  leavinjrs, 
to   the  eleemosynary  crumbs  which  remaih 
upnn  the  table  after  the  feast  of  the  states  is 
over.    God  grant  they  may  not  prove  U>  be 
thp  Tca.^'tK  of  the  I«pitha  and  Centaurs  I    But 
the  (italcfl  will  be  served  first;  and  what  re- 
maiuM   may  go  to  the  objects  of  common  d»- 
tii-c  and  national  ooncem  for  which  tbe  oou- 
ilpDi^'v  woe  framed,  and  for  which  the  power 
rui-hi^  money  woe  oonGded  to  Congress. 
}it'  di.-mbution  bills  will  be  passed  first,  and 
ii?  npjiriipriation  bills  afterwards ;  and  every 
TTirupriiLtion  will  be  cut  down  to  the  lowest 
iLiit  iitiil  kept  off  to  the  last  moment.    To 
ave  off  as  Iraig  •■  poasibte,  to  reduoe  ai  lew 
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88  possible,  to  defeat  whenever  possible,  will 
be  tlie  tactics  of  federal  legislation ;  aiid  when 
at  last  some  object  of  national  expenditure  has 
miraculously  run  the  gauntlet  oi  all  these  as- 
saults, and  escaped  the  perils  of  these  multi- 
plied dangers,  behold  the  enemy  still  ahead, 
and  the  recapture  which  awaits  the  devoted 
appropriation  in  the  shape  of  unexpended  ba- 
limoes,  on  the  first  day  of  January  then  next 
ensuing. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Buchanan 
in  the  Senate,  June  17,  1836 : — 

"  What,  then,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  Senate  ?  It  is  a  deposite 
with  the  states  in  form,  and  a  deposite  in  effect. 
It  is  no  distribution — no  gift  of  the  public 
money.  The  bill  requires  the  states  receiving 
the  money  to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  certificates  of  deposit  for  such 
amount8,  and  in  such  form  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe— payable  to  the  United  States  or  their 
assigns ;  and,  without  any  direction  from  Con- 
gress, he  is  authorized  to  sell  and  assign  these 
certificates,  rateably,  in  proportion  to  tine  sums 
received,  and  thus  convert  them  into  money 
whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  any  of  the  appropriations  made 
uy  Congress,  tlow  anj  constitutional  objec- 
tion can  arise  to  this  disposition  of  the  public 
money,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  In 
order  to  maintain  such  an  objection,  gentle- 
men must  establish  the  position  that  Congress 
do  not  possess  the  power  of  depositing  the 
public  money  where  they  think  proper.  This 
would,  indeed,  be  a  Herculean  task. 

"  Tills  bill  provides  merely  for  a  deposit  of 
the  public  monev  with  the  states ;  not  tor  a  do- 
nation of  it  to  them.  In  its  terms  and  in  its 
spirit,  it  proposes  nothing  more  than  to  make 
the  state  treasuries  the  depositories  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  money,  instead  of  the  depo- 
site banks.  If  the  states  should  derive  inci- 
dental advantages  from  the  use  of  this  money, 
without  interest,  the  deposite  banks  have  here- 
tofore used  it,  and,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  will  continue  to  use  it,  upon  the  ver^ 
same  terms,  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  of  their 
capitals.  Surely  no  Senator  upon  this  floor 
can  complain  of  the  benefits  which  may  bo 
cunferrea  upon  the  states  by  the  adoption  of 
this  measure.'' 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 

May  27,  1836  :— 

**  But  the  plan  proposed  is  supported  by  its 
justice,  as  well  as  these  high  considerations  of 
political  expediency.  The  surplus  money  in 
tl.e  treasury  is  not  ours.  It  properly  belongs  to 
those  who  made  it,  from  whom  it  has  been  un- 
justly taken.  I  hold  it  an  unquestionable 
principle  that  the  government  has  no  right  to 
take  a  cent  from  the  people  beyond  what  is 
necessary  to  meet  its  legitimate  and  constitu- 
tional wants.  To  take  more  intentionally 
would  be  robbery ;  and  if  the  government  has  * 
Bot  incurred  the  guilt  in  the  present  case,  its , 


exemption  can  only  be  found  in  its^  folly — the 
folly  of  not  seeing  and  g;uarding  against  a  vast 
excess  of  revenue,  which  the  most  ordinary 
understanding  ought  to  hav^  foreseen  a)Fid  pre- 
vented. If  it  were  in  our  power — if  we  could 
ascertain  from  whom  the  vast  amount  now  in 
the  treasury  was  improperly  taken,  justice 
would  demand  that  it  should  be  returned  to 
its  lawful  owners.  But,  as  that  is  impossible, 
the  measure  next  best,  as  approaching  nearest 
to  restitution,  is  that  which  is  proposed,  to  de- 
posit it  in  the  treasuries  of  the  several  states, 
which  will  place  it  under  the  disposition  of 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
to  be  used  by  them  as  they  may  think  fit,  till 
the  wants  of  the  government  may  require  ita 
return." 

Mr.  Calhoun,  six  years  afterwards,  ii^  Ja- 
nuary, 1841,  made  the  following  reference  to 
the  deposite  bill  of  1836  : — 

''  I  regarded  it  then,  and  still  do,  as  simply 
a  deposite.  But  while  I  regarded  it  as  a  depo- 
site, 1  did  then  and  now  do  &lieve  that  it  should 
never  be  withdrawn  but  in  the  event  of  war, 
when  it  would  be  found  a  valuable  resource. 
The  surplus  was  not  lavrfully  collected.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  take  a  cent  from  the  pecH 
pie  but  for  the  just  and  constitutional  wants 
of  the  country.    To  take  more,  or  for  other 

Eurposes,  is  neither  more  n'or  less  than  rob- 
ing— more  criminal  for  beinz  perpetrated  by 
a  trustee  appointed  to  guard  their  interest. 
It,  in  fact,  belonged  to  those  foom  whom  it 
was  unjustly  plundered ;  and  if  the  individual 
and  the  share  of  each  could  have  been  ascei^ 
tained,  it  ought,  upon  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice, to  have  been  returned  to  them.  But  as 
that  was  impossible,  the  nearest  practicable 
approach  to  justice  was  to  return  it  propor- 
tionately to  the  states  as  a  deposit  till  want  cm! 
for  the  use  of  the  people  from  whom  it  wu<« 
unjustly  taken,  instead  of  leaving  it  wiUi  tho 
banks  wr  the  benefit  of  speculators  and  stoc- it- 
jobbers.  So  far  from  this  (being  distribution ;. 
the  deposite  act,  whether  viewed  in  the  causM.*^ 
which  led  to  it,  or  its  object  and  effects,  staniin 
in  direct  contrast  with  it." 

Extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Walker  of 
Mississippi,  May  30,  1836 : — 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  other  objections  to 
this  bill.  It  was  a  dangerous  and  untried  ex- 
periment It  would  greatly  complicate  and 
embarrass  the  relations  between  the  states  and 
the  general  government.  It  would  make  all 
the  states  debtors  of  the  general  govemmont, 
and  create  a  new  and  strong  pecuniary  in- 
terest in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
as  a  means  of  absolving  themselves  from  the 
heavy  debts  they  may  incur  to  the  general 
government  under  this  law.  The  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor  was  not  generally  one  of 
long-continued  friendship.  It  was  an  old,  but 
true  remark,  if  you  wish  to  make  a  friend 
your  enemy,  loan  him  money  beyond^  his 
means  of  convenient  payment.    It  is  admitted 
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diat  the  states  will  expend  this  money,  and 
when  we  call  upon  ihem  for  payment,  will  it 
be  made  ?  Sup{v>8e  a  minority  of  states  re- 
fuse payment,  or  that  a  single  state  refuses, 
how  will  we  collect  the  money?  A  suit  is 
iBpracticable.  Will  we  then  collect  it  by 
fiirce,  or  leaire  it  uncollected,  to  the  injury  of 
idl  the  states  that  make  payment  ?  But  if  the 

Sfueral  goyemment  must  loan  the  money,  and 
e  states  must  make  good  the  loan,  how  will 
they  do  it?  Will  the  state  legislatures  dare 
to  impose  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people  of  each 
state  to  refund  these  uncounted  millions? 
Ko,  they  will  instruct  their  representatives  in 
Congress  to  collect  the  money  required  by  the 
general  goyemment  by  increasing  the  tariff 
and  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  If  the  loan  bo 
not  a  gift  in  disguise,  an  increase  of  the  tariff 
and  the  price  of  toe  public  lands  is  the  inevitable 
result  of  this  measure.  If  it  be  a  gift  in  dis- 
guise, it  is  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calhouni  has  denounced  as  a  gross  vio- 
laiion  of  the  Constitution. 

The  effect  upon  the  deposite  banks  of  the 
delivery  of  the  first  and  second  instalments  to 
the  states,  draining,  as  it  did,  from  them  so 
Bwny  millions  each  quarter,  was  such  as  to 
fiirce  them  to  close  their  doors. 

The  first  instalment,  says  Col.  Benton,  in 
his  Thirty  Years'  View,  was  paid  to  the  states 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent ;  the  second  also 
in  yaiid  money,  the  third  one  was  accepted  in 
depreciated  paper,  and  the  fourth  they  were 
yenr  willing  to  take  in  the  same  way. 

Before  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, the  feoeral  government  needed  the 
money  itself,  even  more  than  the  amount 
already  deposited. 

To  remedy  the  difficulty  a  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
foorth  instalment  of  the  deposite. 

The  Finance  Committee  brought  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  obligation  to  deposit  that  instal- 
ment. 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McDuffie 
and  Crittenden,  on  the  ground  that  the  states 
had  anticipated  the  fourth  instalment  by  con- 
tracts for  public  works,  and  that  they  would 
suffer  more  from  not  receiving  it  tnan  the 
federal  treasury  otherwise  would  from  sup- 
plying its  place. 

Other  Senators,  says  Col.  Benton,  treated 
the  deposit  act  as  a  contract  which  the  United 
States  was  bound  to  comply  with,  by  deliver- 
ing  all  the  instalments. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Buchanan 
proposed  an  amendment  to  release  the  Secre- 
tary from  the  duty  of  calling  upon  the  states 
f. >r*a  return  of  the  deposit  when  needed  by 
the  federal  treasury,  and  to  enact  that  the  in- 
flitalm<*nts  already  (lelivered  should  remain  in 
depn(>ite  with  the  states  until  called  for  by 

OonsT«*^J'. 

Mr.  Niles  of  Conn.,  opposing  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Buchanan,  remarked : — 


"  He  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had  been  offered. 
If  it  was  to  be  fully  considered,  it  would  renew 
the  debate  on  the  deposite  act,  as  it  went  to 
change  the  essential  principles  and  terms  of 
that  act.  A  majority  of  those  who  voted  for 
that  act,  about  which  there  had  been  so  much 
said,  and  so  much  misrepresentation,  had  pro- 
fessed to  re^rd  it — and  he  could  not  doubt 
that  at  the  time  they  did  so  regard  it — ^as  sim- 
ply a  deposit  law ;  as  merely  changing  the 
place  of  deposite  from  the  banks  to  the  states, 
so  fur  as  related  to  the  surplus.  The  money 
was  still  to  be  in  the  treasury,  and  liable  to  be 
drawn  out,  with  certain  limitations  and  restrie- 
tions,  by  the  ordinary  appropriation  laws,  with- 
out the  direct  action  of  Congress.  The  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  will  change  the  principles  of 
the  deposite  act,  and  the  condition  of  the  money 
deposite<l  with  the  states  under  it.  It  will  no 
longer  be  a  deposite ;  it  will  not  be  in  the  trea- 
sury, even  in  point  of  legal  effect  or  form :  the 
deposite  will  be  changed  to  a  loan,  or,  perhaps 
more  properly,  a  grant  to  the  states.  The  rights 
of  the  United  States  will  be  changed  to  a  mere 
claim,  like  that  against  the  late^ank  of  the 
United  States ;  and  a  claim  without  any  means 
to  enforce  it.  We  were  charged,  at  the  time, 
with  makingadistribution  of  the  public  revenue 
to  the  states,  in  the  disguise  ana  form  of  a  de- 
posite ;  and  this  amendment,  it  appeared  to  him, 
would  be  a  very  bold  step  towards  confirming 
the  truth  of  that  charge.  He  deemed  the 
amendment  an  important  one,  and  highly  ob- 
jectionable ;  but  ho  saw  that  the  Senate  were 
prepared  to  adopt  it,  and  he  would  not  pursue 
the  discussion,  but  content  himself  with  re- 
peating his  request  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question." 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  car- 
ried by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Yb\8l — MeweiK.  Allen  of  0^  Bajmrd  of  Del.,  Black  of  M\ns.. 
Brown  of  N.  C,  Bnebanan  of  Pa.,  Calhoun  of  8.  C  Clayton  of 
Del.,  Crittenden  of  Ky.,  Fulton  of  Ark^.,  Onindy  of  Tenn.. 
Kent  of  Md.,  Kinur  of  Ala^  King  of  Geo..  Knight  of  R.  T.,  Linn 
of  Mo^  Lyon  of  Mich.,  Morria  of  0.,  Nicholas  of  La.,  NorTell 
of  Mich.,  Pre«ton  of  S.  C  Bobbins  of  R.  L,  Robinson  of  111.. 
Sevier  of  Ark«u  Smith  of  Ind.,  Southard  of  N.  J.,  Strange  of 
N.  C  Swift  of  Vt.,  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.,  Wall  of  N.  .J.,  Web- 
ster of  yi*M^  White  of  Tenn.,  Williams  of  Me.,  and  Yonng 
of  111.— 33. 

Nats.— MeasTS.  Benton  of  Mo.,  Oay  of  Ala..  Ilnbbard  of 
N.  U.,  Niles  of  Conn.,  Pierce  of  N.  U.,  Hires  of  Va.,  Roan»«  of 
Va..  Ruggles  of  Me..  Smith  of  Conn.,  Tipton  of  Tnd.,  Walker 
of  Miss.,  and  Wright  of  N.  Y.— 12. 

In  the  House  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  119  to  117. 

Mr.  Pickens  of  S.  C.  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  passed. 

He  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment 
of  the  deposite,  until  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1839. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Heman  Allen  of  Yt,  Jna  W.  Allen  of  0.. 
Anderson  of  Mo.,  Andrews,  Atherton  of  N.  n.,Beatty  of 
Pa.,  Bicknell  of  N.  Y.,  Borden  of  Mass..  Brtggs  of  Biasa., 
Bronson  of  N.  Y.,  Bruyn  of  N.  Y.,  Buchanan  of  Pa.,  Wm. 
H.  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  Jno.  Calhoon  of  Ky.,  Cambreleng  of 
N.  Y.,  Wm.  B.  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  .Tno.  Campbell  of  8.  C , 
l^molhy  J.  Cart<>r  of  Mr,,  Wm.  B.  Garter  of  Tvnn.,  Carey  of 
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a.,  CbaithiB  of  Tenn.  Clllij  ef  !!■«  Clal-  -  , 

Clirk  of  M.  V,  Clslrtind  of  (Irm^CUiwmJ  nl     , 
rii.C.CorwlD  at  0,CrtJ(  of  v«,CrockMl  , ' 


finally  relinqaiihed  ;  the  itmtea  nhunmg 


SacnB  of  ».  1\,  Drniwi  CO,  Ubo 


Ik.  UI» 


•J^       At  the  third  s 


ckofatcCfinntiEBdDfOHHnnni    Mr<  Campbell  of  O.,  frum  the  Ci 


a  of  the  34th  Oungres^ 


_  N.  v..  On;  rf  N.  Y..  uriBm  of  8.  G,  luii  of  *  t,  uui-  Ways   aud   Meaas,  reported   the  fulluwiDe 

N.  C  Ilmn  of  1^  llnod  of  loU-  Hol-r  of  U«,  tlowurd     "'"  ■ — 


of  Vl,  Inghun  of  Oai 


KeH. 

Jmukn  of  Oao,  JmL. 
JoOM  Johnion  o(  Vs.,  NiUiiinIr 
JoHitf  Va^KQionofOH  L»ni 

IfWkof  Alll.,  I^WKnOf  !*■-,  AekLitw  ir.  j^fuvv  u.  ^t.  <., 
LJDB  Of  AIl,  MvtiD  of  Al^  Miurr  of  Ti'Ilii..  Msiwrll  of 
IT.  J.Robt.  UcCltltuof  N.  Y,  McCluroof  Pl,  UrKIm  of 
ML,  HfniifM  of  K J-  Monlipraiorv  of  N.  C  MOIKM  of  V., 

«.-»..  .  >, — ..  ..  n.     D ,]  ^fr    MoTTli  of  I'..,  MurriT, 

[)wani  of  Ufo.,  PalQur  of  K, 
on  of  Pl_ 

.-, - t  of  8.(1, 

Icbmdm  of  B.  C.,  Kldnar  of  Ohio,  Rubm^  of  Ky,  Mu- 
_ill  of  N.  y,  Siwjw  ofS.  C,  Bmtf-nl  ol  l-fc.  Ehi^M  of  !■»., 
Aiallu  IL  Shrahcrd  of  It.  C,  Cbu.  Shi'iipuit  of  H.  C, 
Bhlphr  of  0-  NUda  of  VL,  SuHta  of  U«_  Rpmcer  nf  N.  ¥.. 
Twior  of  N.  T,  Thniitu  of  Mi,  ThDUMou  of  8.  C,  Tfliw  of 


Hlllw  of  Mo.,  Mixiin  of  N.  y,  Ca]»n  Ufll 

boniof  l^~No}MofMo-OEloof  t*.,  I-- — -- 

PiTiitnrot  Pa„  tw»  of  UiC  pHk  of  N.  Y,  WiinytiKkn 
of  Vl,  PhUllu  of  Mum  RHd  of  Mm.  tMI«  of  Pl.  Ren 
rhgr  of  N.  C.  KlfM  nf  Va,  BotMrtmn  of  V*..  Hkl-ldi  ol 
Tmid-  Bonlheito  of  Kj.,  Sluby  otN.  C.  Hlusrt.  Tillattm 
of  Tk,  Tllllnghut  of  R.  I,  S1U«  of  N.  y,  Ittijidw  of  III, 
T<4v«il  of  1'l.  ToarwT  of  Cbnn.,  Tam^T  of  Tinn.,  Vodvr 
mm  nf  Kt..  John  MhlU  of  K*..  Lewli  Wlllluni  nf  N.  G 
Jmd  W.  WlllluH  of  N.  II..  JoHoh  L.  H'lllluiu  of  Taiin. 
"  WlUUau  of  Taon,  mH  of  Vn.,  York*  <it  N 


Mr.  Orr  mllod  fur  the  jce 
pawia|;e  of  the  bill. 

The  jcas  and  naj^  n-ero  oidorcd. 

The  quention  wat*  takon  :  and  it  wti^  deoidM 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  lit),  naya  79 ;  u  ful- 


Col.  Bonton  BayR ;  "The  three  inBtnliacntfl 
already  deli vcrc<l' were  not  to  lie  recallcil  xiati} 
r<iDfpvM  xhuuld  BO  order,  and  it  traa  quite  eer- 
tain  it  would  never  so  nnler.  At  the  same  timft 
the  nominal  dixcrotion  of  ConcrcfB  over  the 
depositc  of  the  remainder  van  denicil.  ntid  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  made  peroiiiptory  to  de- 
liter  it  in  the  brief  space  of  uno  yt-nr  and  a 
iiuartcr  from  that  time.  But  events  frustrated 
IhM  or>(or.  TJio  treastiry  van  in  no  coudition 
on  the  Ut  day  of  .Taauury,  1B39,  to  deliver  tbnl 
amount  of  money.  It  wa»  pennileBa  itself, 
Ttie  eompromiiK)  act  of  1B33,  making  pcriodi- 
i-al  reductions  in  the  tariff,  until  (he  whol& 
duty  was  reduced  to  an  ad  valorem  (if  twenty 
])cr  eent.,  had  nearly  run  its  course,  and  left 
the  treamirr  in  the'eondition  of  a  iKirniwer 
iiintead  of  that  of  a  donor  or  lender  of  money. 
The  fourth  instalment  could  not  be  delivcml 
at  the  time  appointed,  nor8ubsequent1y,.and 


liuiihrnni,  Urbop.  Jimcl;. 
a.  IMnnM.  DurllnininT.  J. 


••  II.  Vt 


CUwBa,  CliUfmaii.  Cvlhi.  IVioili,.  Oil.  Cnirtii.  (Vnvt, 
CciU!!.  Conibnrk,  IIiiskt  Winns  Datii,  Tliulhj'  IMa. 
Dun,  Dirk,  Dlrkinn.  Dndd.  Hi'iis,  Dorftv.  Kdla,  AnUwr. 
Klichr,  Ilmi  ».  n-ua.O(nnnr,  HhImi,  J.  Mnun* 
Hums,  IUmuhhi.  IUtu,  IIi^m,  IIl«rlul^  llullmiv, 
Thnmu  R.  Ilorton.  VilnllnoD,  Ifivlaih  Ib.vsnL  tt-anhrum. 
Krili,  Kilin.  KrnRT,  KIdi,  Kupp.  Knlcht.  KanwllxB. 
Knoi.  Knnkfl,  ALuitiiiiat  K.  M.imiui,  IliaraKT  »«■- 
KHALI,  MrCir^,  HfMullin,  KlUten  MUIm,  JAUihi.  UaiwaM. 
Moon.  Xorgu,  MDnill.  Mumj.  Nortoi,  l<i|ni^  tltriw. 
PniDlnfrtoD.  lianT,  miTn.  PtInEK  Piotiaih-i.  Pnnia. 
Riun,  KicADD.  RlkUa,  KobUo*.  KnWrlii.  RoUaino.  «■■«. 
Miln,  Swh  Supp.  SmlL  Shrraiiin.  Slstiuu.  Il'inibiii  .■teJH. 
fJitOh  muilon,  ftrvart.  Plnuhnn.  Sviipt,  Tupiaii.  Thrv. 
Inirton.  niDMoD.  r^*,!..'  Vhshwook.  Vhk.  Vl^lt.  Wikr 

n.thbunio,  WnJeh,  HiUinu,  Wituiim,  Hiod,  WoodrulL 

NlIL-Maia*.  JAn.  JUm.  Barhoor.  narrln.  ItnHOn  S. 
SwU,  BUIiDfbnnl,  »r<%  llofflnirtoB.  B-rwa,  (Mmia 
<f<T.  Cuuii.  IbnOhrn,  Chifhf.  H'lHiitiuni  K.  HT  fUli 
Cninlpi,  Crw/bnf.  DkBrall,  Dariitmm^  JanJt  f\  ftarfi.  Ihv. 
JVnrrr.  BmedM.  EIIhO.  Kcmii,  Rvam 


h.  Hnrli,  /Arhrt  Au- 
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r,  X«mUr.  1U«0,  Bmmd  &  Manhatt,  M§a»- 
MB,  Jfe^Mcm  SmOk  UaUr,  Morruony  UoiU  Nichols.  An- 
inm  OUtw,  Orr,  Bieibcr,  Aesir,  Petttt,  BjweU,  Qutttnttn, 
fkuiiilit.  iStmve,  Stwmd^  SMnrUr,  Samud  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
UiM  K.  Slim,  flpliiner,  AXbott,  l^ylor,  TrafUm,  Katl,  TTo^ 
Icr,  IVfviwr,  Ckdwalader  C.  Waubbunie,  Watron,  WtlU, 
%W<Kamogih,lkmidRWfightfJolMr.WrighL--'I9. 


mimore  Americans  in  small  caps ;  Repub- 
licans in  Toman ;  Democrats  in  italics. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell  of  0.  moved  to  reconsider 
the  TOte  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
abo  mored  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table ;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ptadin^  the  vote, 

Ifr.  Smith  of  Ya.  said :  Protesting  against 
the  poUcy  which  creates  the  necessity  of  this 
aet»  and  compels  me  to  vote  for  it,  I  vote  "  ay." 

Mr.  Ethendee  stated  that  if  he  had  been 
present  when  his  name  was  called,  he  would 
haTeTOted'^ay." 

The  bill  was  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate. 

Distritation  of  Proceeds  of  Pablic  Lands. 
See  PvBUc  Lands. 


DmmglmMf  Stephen  A. 

(See  Nebraska,  &c.    Tonnage  Duties.) 

Chigaoo  Resolutions  or. 

(hr  the  23d  of  October,  1850,  Judee  Douglas 
deU:vered  a  speech  at  the  City  Hall,  Chica^, 
in  defence  or  his  support  of  the  Compromise 
measuree  of  1850. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  he  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  passed 
without  a  dissenting  voice : — 

Rii«olT«L  That  It  is  the  aacred  duty  of  erery  friend  of  tbe 
I'aMB  to  maintain,  and  prcaerre  iD?iolate,  eTerjr  proviifion 
of  <wr  Vedaral  Oonatltation. 

K«aolT«L  Tliat  any  law  enacted  by  CongreM,  In  pnrraance 
<  f  tb«  Ooottitatlon,  ihonM  be  rerpected  a«  ra<*h  by  all  Kiiod 
*Hd  lav-abidlDK  dtlaant;  and  sbonld  be  fkltbfViIiy  carried 
into  aSMt  faj  the  oflleara  charged  with  it«  execution. 

KeanJxM^iaMt  so  long  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit4>d 
:*tam  imifMsa^  that  all  persons  held  to  serrlce  or  labor  in 
•tir  ttata.  aarajilng  Into  another  state,  **  shall  Im  delivenHl 
b|»  Oft  tbt  daim  of  the  party  to  whom  the  service  or  labor 
niM  be  dvaf"  and  so  long  as  members  of  Cbn^rrem  are  re- 
^«h«d  to  taka  an  oatti  to  support  the  Constitution,  it  Is 
tiwlr  etilMnn  and  religious  duty  to  paM  all  laws  necessary 
b>  tmrrr  that  prorlsion  of  the  Constitution  into  effect 

asaoiTad,  tnat  If  wa  desire  to  preecrre  the  Union,  and 
i««dflr  oar  gnat  npabllc  Inseparable  and  perpetual,  we 
HOTt  pailbim  aO  oar  obUgatlons  under  the  Coustitution.  at 
Ilia  maam  tlaa  that  we  call  npon  our  brethren  in  other 
■tatw  to  jMd  impHdt  obedience  to  it 

n—nlfail.  That  as  the  lires,  property,  and  safety  of  our- 
■HvM  and  our  fkmiliea  depend  upon  the  obMrrance  and 
yiutortion  of  Iha  laws,  arrry  effort  to  excite  any  portion  of 
(v«r  popolatioD  to  make  resistanoe  to  the  doe  execution  of 
thm  Kw*  of  the  land,  should  be  promptly  and  emphatically 
osaABMBed  W  erary  good  dtiaen. 

iaoolied,  That  we  will  stand  or  lUl  by  the  American 
I'oiaB  aad  its  CoostitiitSon,  with  all  its  compromises;  with 
lii  gloifcma  mmnnrim  of  the  past  and  pradous  hopes  of  the 


[The  following  was  offered  in  addition  by 
B.  S.  Morris,  and  also  adopted :] 

ivad.  That  we,  the  people  of  Chicago,  repudiate  the 
by  the  oommon  eoonrll  of  Chicago,  upon 


ttiS  ssllloet  of  the  fugitive  slaTe  law  passed  by  Congrees  at 

The  resolutions  of  the  council  referred  to 
were  as  follows : — 


Whereas,  The  late  act  of  Congress,  purporting  to  be  for  tho 
ncoverj  of  fugftire  slares,  virtually  suspends  the  habeas 
corpus  and  abollnbes  the  right  of  triKl  by  jury,  and  by  Its 
proTislons,  not  only  fOgitire  slaves,  but  white  men,  *' owing 
senrice"  to  another  in  another  state,  ria.,  the  apprentlos,  tlie 
mechanic,  the  flumer,  the  laborer  engaged  on  contract  or 
otherwise,  whose  terms  of  serrice  are  unexpired,  may  he 
captured  and  carried  off  sumnuirily,  and  without  legal  re- 
source of  any  kind ;  and. 

Whersas,  No  law  can  be  legally  or  morally  binding  on  us 
which  violates  the  provisions  of  the  ConstHntion ;  and. 

Whereas,  Above  all,  in  the  responribillties  of  human  life, 
and  the  practice  and  propagation  of  Christianity,  the  laws 
of  God  should  be  held  paramount  to  all  human  eompaets 
and  statutes:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and*  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  the  free  states,  who  aided  and  assisted  In  the 
passage  of  this  infiimous  law,  and  tliose  who  so  basely 
sneaked  away  from  their  seats,  and  thereby  evaded  the 
question,  richlv  merit  the  reproach  of  sll  lovers  of  freedom, 
and  are  fit  only  to  be  ranked  with  the  traitors.  Benedict 
Arnold  and  Judas  Iscariot  who  betrayed  his  Lord  and 
Master  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

And  Resolved,  That  the  citlsens.  ofRoers,  and  police  of  the 
dty  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  abstain  from  any 
and  all  Interfbrence  in  the  rapture  and  delivering  up  of  the 
fugitive  from  unrighteous  oppression,  of  whatever  nation, 
name,  or  color. 

Resolved,  That  the  frigltive  slave  law  lately  passed  by 
Congress  Is  a  cruel  and  unjust  law,  and  ought  not  to  be 
respected  by  any  intelligent  community,  and  that  this 
ooundl  will  not  require  the  dty  police  to  render  any  assist* 
anoe  for  the  arrert  of  fugitive  slaves. 

Ykas.— Aid.  Milliken,  lioyd,  Sherwood,  R»^-Throop»  Shop- 
man, Richards,  Brady,  and  Dodge. 

Nats.— Aid.  Page  and  Williams. 

On  the  succeeding  night  the  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  repe^cd  their  nullifying  reso- 
lution by  a  vote  of  12  to  1. 


.  The  CoDstltutkm  of  the  United  States  provid<*s 
dM  ptffllsgo  of  the  writ  of  habeas  eorpus  shall  not  be 
nolsas  whsa.  In  casss  of  robellioD  or  lavaston, 
^  _  BiyxoqainitiaiKW 


Drayton  and  Sayres  Pardon* 

In  the  year  1848  the  city  of  Washington* 
was  startled  by  the  announcement  that  a  very 
large  number  of   its  slave  population  had 
absconded  upon  the  same  ni^ht.    Suspicion- 
was  directed  against  a  particular  vessel  which 
had  left  tlie  port  of  Washington  ;  it  was  pur-- 
sued    and  overtaken,   and    concealed  under 
hatches  were  found  seventj-three  slaves  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  District  of  Oolumbia. 
and  of  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. . 
The  vessel  was  in  charge  of  three  white  men 
from  the  North.    The  slaves  and  the  kidnap-  - 
pers  were  brought  back  to  the  city  and  placed- 
m  prison. 

The  following  record  shows  the  action  of 
the  Criminal  Court  in  the  case : — 

Criminal  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,. 

for  the   county  of   Washington.      March. 

term,  1849. 

United  States    ]      May  8.      Convicted    of 
r.  >- transporting  slaves  in  73^' 

Daniel  Drayton. )  cases,  and  sentenced  by  the  - 
court  in  each  case  to  pay  a  fine  of  $140  and 
costs,  one  half  of  the  nne  to  the  owner  of  the 
slaves,  according  to  the  act  of  Md.  of  1796, 
ch.  67. 

Ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  jail  of 
Washington  county  till  fines  and  costs  are 
paid. 

Same  number  of  cases  ».  Edward  Sayres, . 
and  fined  $100  and  costs  in  each,  and  com- 
mitted as  above. 

Test:  JoHK  A.  Svitr,  Clerk. 

Under  the  law  of  Maryland,  in  force  in  the* 
District  of  Columbia,  the  penalty  is  a  fine  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dotlan,  with  imprisoi?* 
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xnent  in  tho  oountj  jail  as  the  alternatiye  of 
non-payment.  This  act  was  passed  in  1796. 
The  court  did  not  impose  the  maximum  fine 
in  either  case,  one-half  of  which,  under  the 
terms  of  the  law,  enured  to  the  owners  of  the 
slaves,  and  the  other  to  the  *'  commissioners 
of  the  county."  The  costs  belonged  to  the 
United  States,  by  whom  all  the  expenses  of 
the  prosecution  had  been  paid. 

Tney  remained  in  jail  four  years,  whpn  Mr. 
Fillmore  pardoned  them. 

Record  of  pardon. — Criminal  Court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  the  county  ol  Wash- 
ington:— United  States  c.  Daniel  Drayton. 
August  12,  1852. — Discharged  from  jail  by 
the  President  of  the  Unit^  States,  Millard 
Fillmore. 

Same  v,  Edward  Sayres. — Also  discharged, 
at  tho  same  time,  by  the  President. 

Test:  John  A.  SiiiTn,  Clerk. 

In  the  speeches  and  addresses  of  Mr.  Sumner 
of  Mass.,  will  be  found  an  argument  which  he 
laid  before  Mr.  Fillmore,  and  to  which  is 
credited  their  pardon. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1852,  Mr.  Crittenden, 
the  Attorney-General,  submitted  an  opinion 
on  the  right  of  the  President  to  pardon  the 
prisoners,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

Under  these  statutes,  Daniel  Drayton  and 
Edward  Sivyros  were  severally  indicted,  in  the 
Criminal  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  county  of  Washington,  in  many  cases,  for 
transporting  various  slaves,  the  property  of 
perMons  residing  in  the  city  of  Wasnington, 
Georgetown,  and  the  county  of  Washington, 
to  tho  number  of  fifty  or  sixty  slaves  or  more. 
The  slaves  were  transported  in  a  vessel  which 
was  pursued  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District,  overtaken  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  the  vessel,  slaves,  and  the  offenders, 
wore  brought  back  to  the  city  of  Washington. 
Upon  the  convictions  on  the  several  indict- 
ments, the  court  pronounced  judgments  for 
fines  in  various  sums,  under  two  hundred 
doliars  each  and  costs ;  amounting  in  all  the 
8everal  convictions  of  the  two  ofi*enders  to  up- 
wards of  $18,000. 

The  cases  of  Daniel  Drayton  and  Edward 
Sayres  are  convictions  under  a  law,  which 
gave  one  half  of  the  penalties  fur  its  violation 
to  the  parties  aggrieved,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  use  of  the  county.  The  judgments  are  so 
given  and  recorded.  According  to  the  uni- 
form and  unbroken  current  of  opinions  pro- 
nounced by  the  sages  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  the  prerogative  power  of  pardon, 
vested  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  ex- 
ercised from  time  immemorial,  does  not  com- 
Srehend  such  cases  as  those  of  Drayton  and 
avres. 

I  have  given  you  a  citation  of  the  decisions 
in  the  ooarta  of  the  United  States,  bearing 
upon  the  power  of  granting  pardons,  as  vested 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Proaident. 


I     I  cannot  adviae  that  this  power  is  of  greater 

j  scope  and  extent  than  that  vested  in  the  King 

I  of  Great  Britain,  as  a  branch  of  the  royal  pro- 

rogative,  and  as  understood  and  exercisea  in 

that  country  from  time  immemorial. 

I  cannot  advise  that  your  power  of  pardon, 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  extenda  to 
any  portion  of  the  several  fines  imposed  by 
the  judgments  against  Drayton  ana  Sayres. 
The  imprisonment  is  to  compel  payment  of 
the  fines,  and  not  to  be  released  by  the  power 
of  granting  pardons,  any  more  than  the  fines 
themselves. 

If  the  power  of  granting  pardons  had  been, 
in  practice,  applied  to  the  release  of  the  por^ 
tion  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which, 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  are  directed 
to  be  distributed  to  individuals,  the  question 
of  such  a  power  would  have  been  brought 
before  the  judiciary,  and  into  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  for  final  adjudica- 
tion :  the  individuals,  deprived  of  their  interests 
by  such  pardons,  would  not  have  sufiered  their 


Federal  Constitution  has  been  in  operation, 
that  no  such  question  has  been  brought  into 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  leads 
rationally  to  the  conclusion  that  no  one  of 
your  predecessors  in  office  (twelve  in  number), 
during  the  whole  operations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  has  exer- 
cised the  power  of  pardon,  by  way  of  remit* 
ting  or  releasing  a  private  ri^ht  or  interest 
in  a  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  accrued 
under  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  consum- 
mated by  judgment  or  condemnation.  The 
non-user  of  such  a  power  in  any  instance, 
during  such  a  great  Icng^th  of  time,  and  under 
such  multiplied  prosecutions,  lays  the  founda- 
tion for  rational  belief  that  your  predecessors 
in  office  have  construed  the  Constitution  as 
not  conferring  such  a  power  ;  as  limiting  and 
confining  the  prerogative  power  of  pardon  by 
the  principles  of  the  common  law ;  and  as  not 
conferring  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  more  extensive  power  than  the  pre- 
rogative of  granting  pardons,  vested  in  tlie 
king  by  tho  British  constitution. 

Having  given  my  advice  and  opinion  on  the 
question  as  propounded  to  me,  with  the  rea- 
sons and  authorities  on  which  my  opiniim  has 
been  formed,  it  remains  for  you,  m  your  high- 
est trust  and  better  judgment,  to  decide  fur 
yourself  this  very  important  question  of  con- 
stitutional law. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  renpectfully, 

J.  J.  Critte.vden. 

To  the  President. 

On  the  4th  of  Aufj;.,  1852,  Mr.  Crittenden 
submitted  another  opinion,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract : — 

I  shall  trouble  the  President  with  no  fur^ 
ther  authorities  or  remarks  on  the  ouestion 
he  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  me.    I  regret 
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fke  Teegth  to  which  they  hare  been  already 
extended;  and  will  cloee  by  a  simple  and 
brief  stAtement  of  the  conclusions  to  which 
my  mind  has  been  brought,  and  which  seem 
to  me  to  be  sustained  by  the  remarks  and 
aotborities  i  have  herembefore  presented. 
Thejf  are: — 

fint — ^That  the  pardoning  power  of  the 
President  extends  over  the  whole  case  of 
I>rayton  and  Sayres;  and  that,  by  his  par- 
don, he  may  discharge  them  from  prison,  and 
remit  the  nnes  for  which  they  were  impri- 
soned. 

Second — ^That  if  the  President  cannot  re- 
mit the  fines  in  this  case,  because  they  have 
become  private  property,  he  can  still  pardon 
and  release  the  offending  parties  from  impri- 
•onment,  because  that  is  part  of  the  proceed- 
iBgB  against  them,  as  criminals,  ana  at  the 
instance  of  the  United  States,  and  is  a  thing 
distinct  from  any  individual  right  of  property 
in  the  fines. 

Tlird — That  the  President  may  pardon  the 
offence  and  imprisonment,  with  an  exception 
or  saying  as  to  the  fines ;  in  which  case,  as  I 
suppose,  the  fines  would  remain  as  a  debt  to 
the  United  States,  or  to  those  to  whom  the 
United  States  had  granted  or  transferred  it ; 
and  would  be  recoverable  accordingly  by  the 
apprn»riate  legal  remedies.  And  such  reme- 
dies i  suppose,  the  distributees  of  the  fines,  in 
this  case,  will  have,  if  they  arc  entitled  to  any 
absolate  right  or  property  in  said  fines. 

It  has  been  my  intention  to  confine  my  re- 
marks exclusively  to  the  question  of  your  con- 
stitntional  power  to  pardon,  a  question  of 
much  pttiier  or  graver  consequence  than  the 
disposition  to  be  made  of  this  particular  cose. 

Whether  that  power  should  be  exercised,  in 
this  instance,  is  another  and  very  different 
^estkm,  not  referred  to  me,  and  on  which  it 
18  not  my  intention  or  province  to  pronounce 
here  any  opinion,  though  I  shall  be  quite 
ready  to  express  my  sentiments  on  that  sub- 
ject also,  whenever  it  may  be  proper  for  me 
to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
J.  J.  Crittenden. 

To  the  President. 


Died  SeoCt  Case. 

OrnnoNs  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreste 
Court  of  tde  United  States  thereon. 

Drai  Aott,  PtahUif  in  Error,  r.  John  F.  A.  Sa^fortL— 
Tlito  caw  WM  brought  up,  br  writ  of  error,  fW>ra  the  Circuit 
Goort  ot  the  United  States  t>r  the  diatrirt  of  MImourL 

It  wae  an  aetioa  of  trcspaas  r«  d  armis  instituted  in  the 
arrolt  Oonrt  hy  Scott  against  Sandford. 

Prior  to  tha  iBstltatfcm  of  the  present  suit,  an  action  was 
broagfat  hj  8oott  for  his  freedom  ia  the  Qrenit  Court  of  St 
I»iifs  countj  (State  Court),  where  there  was  a  Terdlct  and 
Jodgnent  la  his  ftTor.  On  a  writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme 
UoorC  of  tibe  State,  the  Judonment  below  was  reTersed,  and 
Ump  tarn  renuuidcd  to  the  Circuit  Court,  where  it  was  cod- 
tiaaad  to  await  the  decision  of  the  esse  now  in  question. 

The  declaration  of  to>tt  cnntaine<l  three  counts :  one, 
tbmt  Saiidfwtl  bad  assaulted  the  plaintiff;  one,  that  he  had 
sasaalted  Harriet  Soott,  his  wife;  and  one,  that  he  had 
aasaolted  BUxa  Scott  and  LIstte  Scott.  Itto  children. 
i  apfaanid,  aad  fllad  the  fbliowlsg  plea: 


SbidSoor         ) 

«.  yPlea  to  OujuristUetum  qf  the  Oourt 

John  F.  A.  Saitdpobd.  j 

April  Tbex,  1854. 
And  the  said  John  F.  A.  flandford,  in  liis  own  proper  per^ 
son,  comes  and  says,  that  this  court  ought  not  to  hate  or 
talce  further  cognisance  of  the  action  aforesaid,  because  he 
says  that  said  cause  of  action,  and  each  and  everv  of  them 
(if  any  such  have  aeorued  to  the  said  Orcd  Scott),  accrufd  to 
the  said  Dred  Scott  out  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  court  and 
exclusively  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  for  that,  to  wit:  the  said  plaintiff.  Dred 
Scott,  is  not  a  eitisen  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  an  slleired  in 
his  declaration,  because  he  is  a  neirro  of  African  descent ; 
his  ancestors  were  of  pure  African  blood,  and  were  brouicltt 
Into  this  country  and  sold  am  negro  slavM,  and  this  the  siiid 
Sandford  is  ready  to  Terify.  Wherefore  he  prays  Judirntent 
whether  this  court  can  or  wUl  take  further  cogniranre  of 
the  action  aforesaid.  Jouk  F.  A.  &ANDroRi>. 

To  this  plea  there  was  a  demurrer  ia  the  usunl  form, 
which  was  argued  in  April,  18A4,  when  the  oourt  gave  Judg- 
ment that  the  demurrer  should  be  sustained. 

In  May.  1854,  the  defendant  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
ment between  counsel,  and  with  the  leaye  of  the  court, 
pleaded  in  bar  of  the  action : 

1.  Not  guilty. 

2.  That  the  plaintiff  was  a  negro  sIsts,  the  lawful  pro- 

CTty  of  the  defendant,  and,  as  such,  the  defendant  gently 
id  his  hands  upon  him,  and  tberf>l)y  had  only  restrained 
him,  as  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  do. 

3.  That  with  rt-epect  to  the  wife  and  daughters  of  the 
pisintlff,  in  the  sec<->nd  and  third  counts  of  the  declaration 
mentioned,  the  defendant  had,  as  to  them,  only  acted  in 
tlie  same  manner,  and  In  virtue  of  the  same  legal  right. 

In  the  first  of  thew  pleas,  the  plaintiff  Joined  issue;  and 
to  the  second  and  third,  filed  replications  slleging  that  the 
dcfifndant  of  hia  own  wrong  and  without  the  canso  in  his 
second  and  third  pleas  alleged,  committed  the  trespasses,  Ac. 

The  counsel  then  filed  the  following  agreed  statement  of 
lacts.  viz.  :— 

In  the  year  1834.  the  plaintiff  was  a  netn^  slave  belong- 
ing to  Dr.  Emerson,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  tM 
United  States.  In  that  year,  1 834.  said  Dr.  Emerson  took 
the  plaintiff  from  the  state  of  Missouri  to  the  military  post 
at  Rock  Island.  In  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  held  him  there 
as  a  slave  until  the  month  of  April  or  May.  1836w  At  the 
time  last  mentioned,  said  Dr.  Emepion  removed  the  plaintiff 
from  said  military  post  at  Uock  Island  to  the  military  p(>st 
at  Fort  Snelling.  situate  on  the  went  bank  of  the  MissisitippI 
river,  in  the  territory  known  as  Upper  Louisiana,  acquind 
by  the  United  States  of  France,  and  situated  north  of  the 
latitude  of  thirty-idx  degrees  thirty  minutes  north,  and 
north  of  the  state  of  Mlsaouri.  Said  Dr.  Emerson  held  the 
plaintiff  in  alavery  at  Furt  Snelling,  from  said  last-mentioned 
date  until  the  year  1838. 

In  the  year  1836,  Harriet,  who  Is  named  in  the  second 
eount  of  the  plaintiff's  declaration,  was  the  negro  slave  of 
Major  Taliaferro,  who  belonged  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  In  that  year,  183.'),  said  Msjor  Taliaferro  took  said 
Harriet  to  said  Fort  Snelling.  a  military  post,  sitoated  as  hera* 
in  before  stated,  and  kept  hor  there  as  a  slave  until  the  year 
1836.  and  then  sold  and  delivered  her  as  a  slave  at  said  Fort 
Snelling  unto  the  said  Dr.  Kmerson  hereinbefore  named. 
Said  Dr.  Kmerson  held  said  Harriet  in  slavery  at  said  Fort 
Snelling  until  the  year  lS.'i8. 

In  the  year  1836,  the  plaintiff  and  said  Harriet,  at  said 
Fort  Snelling,  with  the  consent  of  said  Dr.  Emerson,  who 
then  claimed  to  be  their  master  and  owner,  intermarried, 
and  took  each  other  for  husbsnd  and  wife.  Elisa  and  Lix- 
sie,  named  in  the  third  count  of  the  plaintiff's  declaration, 
are  the  fruit  of  that  marriage.  Klixa  is  about  fourteen 
years  old,  and  was  bom  on  board  the  steamboat  Oipsey, 
north  of  the  north  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  upon 
the  river  MisrissippL  Lissie  is  about  seven  years  old,  and 
was  bom  in  the  state  of  MisMuri,  at  the  military  post 
called  Jefferson  Barracks. 

In  the  year  18.38,  said  Dr.  Emerson  removed  the  plain  Uff 
and  said  Harriet,  and  their  said  daujchter  Eliza,  from  saiil 
Fort  Snelling  to  the  state  of  Missouri,  where  they  have  ever 
since  resided. 

Before  the  commencement  of  this  suit  sakl  Dr.  Emerson 
sold  and  conveyed  the  plaintiff,  said  llarriet,  Eliza,  and 
Lisste,  to  the  defendant  as  slaves,  and  the  dufendant  has 
ever  since  claimed  to  hold  them,  and  eadi  of  them,  as 
slaves. 

At  the  times  mentioned  in  the  plaintiff's  declaration,  the 
defendant,  claiming  to  be  oyner  aa  aforesaid,  laid  his  handl 
upon  said  plaintiff,  Harriet  Eliza,  and  Lixsie,  and  impri- 
soned them,  doing  in  this  respect,  however,  no  more  than 
what  he  might  lawfully  do,  If  they  were  of  right  his  slaves 
at  such  times. 

Further  proof  may  be  given  on  the  trial  for  either  party 

It  is  agreed  that  Dreii  Scott  brought  suit  tor  his  freedom 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  8t  Louis  ooonty;  that  there  wat  • 
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▼erdictuidjadgiiwDtiBbUi  ikTor;  that  on  •  writ  of  error  not  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  as  al- 

'^:^'i:^1o*^i'^^'^^:i:^'itiSiiS^  lege<l  i«»  Ws  declaration,  being  a  negro  of  Afri- 

eoatiniie(y  to  await  tiM  daeWoo  of  this  oam.  can  descent,  whose  ancestors  were  of  pure 

thS°*,5S;'C^rt£t"»S":  -r to't?r«'™\"5;u:'io.„'Sl2  ^"««  wood,  and  who  were  brought  into  thi. 

thii  oaaa,  wo  of  the  Jnir  And  the  defendant  not  guilty :  and  COUntrv  and  SOld  as  Slaves. 

ai  to  the  iMue  eeoondiy  abore  joined,  we  of  the  jury  find         Xo  tnis  plea  the  plaintiff  demurred,  and  tlie 

that,  bet>re  and  at  the  thne  when,  Ac^  In  the  flivt  count  j«.a._j„_.i.^  '-.^vrl  :«\l «•««••«»    TUa  j^m'^m^  ^^^^. 

mentioned;  the  laid  Died  Seott  wa?  a  nSgro  siaye,  the  law-  defendant  joined  in  demurrer.  The  court  over- 

foi  property  of  the  defendant;  andae  to  the  iaeue  thirdly  ruled  the  plea,  and  gave  judgment  that  tliO 

:!Kr»,«;T&^T«rth'£?'.^S;  r.tloi!S.*'S:  defendant,8ho«ld  answer  ojer    And  he  thon|- 

•aid  ilarrlet,  wife  of  said  Dred  8eott»  and  Elisa  and  Liisle,  upon  put  in  SUndrj  ploas  in  bar,  upon  whlch 

the  daoghtera  of  the  laid  Dred  Scott,  were  negro  ilarea,  the  isaues  were  joined  ;  and  at  the  trial  the  VCrdlOt. 

^  Whlw'SSj'i^  «iiS;?jSdte»ent  for  the  defendant  and  judgment  were  in  his  favor.    Whereupon 

Alter  an  ineffeetoal  motion  for  a  new  trial,  the  plaintiff  the  plaintiff  brought  this  writ  of  error. 

maintain  the  iwins  on  Mi  part  read  to  the  JDr>  the  follow-  be  prOfjer  tO  dispose  Of  the  questions  WhlCll 

ing  agreed  itatement  of  fecU  (eee  agreemeut  above;.    No  bavo  arisen  On  the  plea  in  abatement. 

T£XJ?S:"S:in"«S^^'S»^iSi'I.  J^^^^^  That  plea  deniee  the  right  of  the  pkintiff  to 

the  following  instruction,  Tb. :  Bue  in  a  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  rea- 

teflS'£rX",5^'l^T^«rJLVSa'£%*^^^^  sons  therein  stated. 

to  flnd  for  tne  piafnuS.    Tbe  court  reiueeu  to  give  eurn  in-         t/*  ^i  j.*  •     j  v     'x  •    i        11     i.   ^ 

•truetion  to  the  Jury,  and  the  plain tIS,  to  such  refuaal,  Uwn         it  the  question  raised  bj  it  18  le^lj  before 

and  there  duly  excepted"  ,  „    ^  .   _    ,.    ,  ^^  ,  us,  and  the  court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 

J^SS'ifthSSJSSSt?'''*''"'*"''*''' •""*'"■''  facts  stated  in  itdisquaUfythe  plaintifffrom  be- 

*<  The  jury  are  instructed,  that  vpon  the  fects  In  thta  case,  coming  a  citizen,  in  the  sense  in  which  that 

£Si  uStSlirti^****  defendant"  The  plaintiff  eaeepted  u>  ^^^^  ig  „g^  j^  ^^  Constitution  of  the  United 

Upon  theee  exeeptlona,  the  caae  came  up  to  thie  court  States,  then  the  judgment  of  the  C5rcuit  Court 

It  was  argued  at  December  term,  1866,  and  ordered  to  be  ig  erroneous,  and  must  be  reversed. 

'^?K!?nowiJSd°by  M?Biairand  Mr.  o.  F.  Curtiii  for       It  is  suggested,  howevcr,  that  this  plea  is 

the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  by  Mr.  Oeyer  and  Mr.  Johueon  not  before  US  ;  and  that  as  the  judgment  in  the 

for  1^  defendant  in  error.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  this  plea  was  in  favor  of  the 

Mr.  Chief  Justice  Taney  delivered  tbe  opin-  plaintiff,  he  does  not  seek  to  reverse  it,,  or  bring 

ion  of  the  court  it  before  the  court  for  revision  by  his  writ  of 

This  case  has  been  twice  argued.  After  the  error ;  and  also  that  the  defendant  wuved  this 

argument  at  the  last  term,  differences  of  opin-  defence  by  pleadmg  over,and  thereby  admitted 

ion  were  found  to  exist  among  the  members  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
the  court ;  and  as  the  questions  in  controversy       But,  in  making  this  ol^ection,  we  think  the 

are  of  the  highest  importance,  and  the  court  peculiar  and  limited  jurisdiction  of  courts  of 

was  at  that  time  much  pressed  by  the  ordinary  the  United  States  has  not  been  adverted  to. 

business  of  the  term,  it  was  deemed  advisable  This  peculiar  and  limited  jurisdiction  has 

to  continue  the  case,  and  direct  a  re-argument  made  it  necessary,  in  these  courts^  to  adopt 

on  some  of  the  points,  in  order  that  we  might  different  rules  and  principles  of  pleading,  so 

have  an  opportunity  of  giving  to  the  whole  far  as  jurisdiction  is  concerned,  from  those 

subject  a  more  deliberate  consideration.  It  has  which  regulate  courts  of  common  law  in  Eng* 

accordingly  been  again  argued  by  counsel,  and  land,  and  in  the  different  states  of  the  Union 

consider^  by  the  court ;  and  I  now  proceed  to  which  have  adopted  the  common  law  rules, 
deliver  its  opinion.  In  these  last-mentioned  courts,  where  their 

There  are  two  leading  questions  presented  character  and  rank  are  analogous  to  that  of  a 

by  the  record :  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States ;  in  other 

I..  Had  the  Circuit  Court  oftlie  United  States  words,  where  they  are  what  the  law  terms 

jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  the  case  courts  of  general  jurisdiction ;  they  are  pre- 

Detween  these  parties  ?    And  sumed  to  have  jurisdiction,  unless  the  con- 

2.  If  it  had  jurisdiction,  is  the  judgment  it  trary  appears.    No  averment  in  the  pleadings 

has  given  erroneous  or  not  ?  of  the  plaintiff  is  necessary,  in  order  to  give 

The  plaintiff  in  error,  who  was  also  the  iurisdiction.    If  the  defendant  oljeots  to  it^ 

plaintiff  in  the  court  below,  was,  with  his  wife  he  must  plead  it  specially,  and  unless  the  fact 

and  children,  held  as  slaves  by  the  defendant,  on  which  he  relies  is  found  to  be  true  by  a 

in  the  state  of  Missouri ;  and  he  brought  this  jury,  or  admitted  to  be  true  by  the  pl^tiff, 

action  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  Uie  jurisdiction  cannot  be  disputed  in  an  ap- 

for  that  district,  to  assert  the  title  of  himself  peltate  court, 
and  his  family  to  freedom.  Now,  it  is  not  necessary  to  inqmre' whether 

The  declaration  is  in  the  form*  usually  adopt-  in  courts  of  that  description  a  party  who 

ed  in  that  state  to  try  questions  of  this  descrip-  pleads  over  in  bar,  when  a  plea  to  the  jnris- 

tion,  and  contains  the- averment  necessary  to  diction  has  been  ruled  agamst  him,  does  or 

5ive  the  court  jurisdiction  ;  that  he  and  the  does  not  waive  his  plea ;  nor  whether  upon  a 

^  efendant  are  citizens  of  different  states ;  Uiat  judgment  in  his  favor  on  the  pleas  in  bar, 

is,  he  is  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  and  the  defend-  and  a  writ  of  error  brought  by  the  plainUff, 

ant  a  citizen  of  New  York.  the   Question    upon    the  plea  in  abatement 

The  defendsAt  pleaded  in  abatement  to  the  would  be  open  for  revision  in  the  appellate 

jurifldiotion  of  the  oourti  that  the  pUdntiff  was  court.   Cases  that  may  have  been  decided  in 
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ndi  ooarts,  or  rules  that  may  have  been  laid 
down  bj  common-law  pleaders,  can  have  no  in- 
ioanoe  in  the  decision  in  this  court.  Because, 
nder  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  rules  which  govern  the  pleadings 
in  its  courts,  in  questions  of  jurisdiction,  stand 
on  dilTerent  principles  and  are  regulated  by 
diflerent  laws. 

This  difference  arises,  as  we  have  said,  from 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  For  although  it  is  sovereign 
tnd  supreme  in  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ao- 
tkm,  yet  it  does  not  possess  all  the  powers 
which  usually  belong  to  the  sovereignty  of  a 
nation.  Certain  specified  powers,  enumerated 
in  the  Constitution,  have  been  coiiferred  upon 
it ;  and  neither  the  legislative,  executive,  nor 
indicial  departments  of  the  ^vernment  can 
iawfullj  exercise  any  authority  beyond  the 
limits  marked  out  by  the  Constitution.  And 
in  re^Iatine  the  judicial  department,  the 
cases  in  which  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
•hall  have  jurisdiction  are  particularly  and 
specifically  enumerated  and  defined ;  and  they 
are  not  authorized  to  take  cognisance  of  any 
case  which  does  not  come  within  the  descrip- 
tion theiein  specified.  Hence,  when  a  plain- 
tiff goes  in  a  court  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
necessary  that  he  should  show«  in  his  plead- 
ing that  the  suit  he  brings  is  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to 
foe  there.  And  if  he  omits  to  do  this,  and 
thoold,  b^  any  oversight  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
obtain  a  judgment  in  his  favor,  tlie  judgment 
would  be  reversed  in  the  appellate  court  for 
want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court  below.  The 
jurisdiction  would  not  be  presumed,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  common-law  English  or  state  court. 


in  the  declaration,  and  the  defendant  does  not 
deny  it,  and  put  it  in  issue  by  plea  in  abate- 
ment, he  cannot  offer  evidence  at  the  trial  to 
disprove  it,  and  consequently  cannot  avail  him- 
sell  of  the  objection  in  the  appellate  courts 
unless  the  defect  should  be  apparent  in  some 
other  part  of  the  record.  For  if  there  is  no 
plea  in  abatement,  and  the  want  of  jurisdio- 
tion  does  not  appear  in  any  other  part  of  tlie 
transcript  brought  up  by  the  writ  of  error,  the 
undisputed  averment  of  citizenship  in  the 
declaration  must  be  taken  in  this  court  to  be 
true.  In  this  case,  the  citizenship  is  averred, 
but  it  is  denied  bv  the  defendant  in  the  man- 
ner required  hy  the  rules  of  pleading,  and  the 
fact  upon  which  the  denial  is  baaed  is  admit- 
ted by  the  demurrer.  And,  if  tlie  plea  and 
demurrer,  and  judgment  of  the  court  below 
upon  it,  are  before  us  upon  this  record,  the 
question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  facts 
stated  in  the  plea  are  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  sue  as  a  citizen 
in  a  court  of  the  United  States. 

We  think  thev  -arc  before  us.  The  plea  in 
abatement  and  (he  judji^ment  of  the  court  upon 
it,  are  a  part  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in 
the  Circuit  Court,  and  are  tl^re  recorded  as 
such ;  and  a  writ  of  error  always  brings  up 
to  tlw  superior  court  the  whole  record  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  court  below.  And  in  the 
cane  of  the  United  States  r.  Smith,  (11  Wheat., 
172,)  this  court  said,  that  the  case  being 
brought  up  by  writ  of  error,  tlie  whole  record 
was  under  tlie  consideration  of  this  court. 
And  this  being  the  case  in  the  present  in^ 
stance,  the  plea  in  abatement  is  necessarily 
under  condiidoration ;  and  it  becomes,  there- 
•  fore,  our  duty  to  decide  whether  the  facts 


iHilesa  the  contrary  appeared.  But  the  record,  i  stated  in  tlK^  plea  are  or  are  not  sufficient  to 
when  it  comes  before  the  appellate  court,  must  '  ...  .  •  •'«• 
fbow,  affirmatively,  that  the  inferior  court  had 
aathority«  under  the  Constitution,  to  hear  and 
determine  the  case.  And  if  the  plaintiff  claims 
a  right  to  sue  in  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  under  that  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  ffives  jurisdiction  in  controversies 
between  citiaens  of  different  states,  he  must 
distinctly  aver  in  his  pleading  that  they  are 
eitizens  of  different  states ;  and  he  cannot 
maintain  hia  suit  without  showing  that  fact  in 
the  pleadings. 

This  point  was  decided  in  the  case  of  Bing- 
ham V.  Cabot,  (in  S  Dall.,  382,)  and  ever  since 
adhered  to  by  the  court  And  in  Jackson  v. 
AshtoD,  (8  Pet,  148,)  it  was  held  tliat  the  ob- 
jection to  which  it  was  open  could  not  be 
~  by  the  opposite  party,  because  consent 


of  parties  could  not  give  jurisdiction. 

It  18  needless  to  accumulate  cases  on  this 
subject  Those  already  referred  to,  and  the 
eases  of  Capron  e.  Van  Noorden,  (in  2  Cr«, 
126,)  and  Montalet  r.  Munsay,  (4  Cr.,  4C,^  are 
sufficient  to  show  the  rule  of  which  we  nave 
spoken.  The  case  of  Capron  r.  Van  Noorden 
strikingly  illustrates  the  difference  between  a 
eommon-law  court  and  a  court  of  the  United 
States. 


show  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  sue 
a  citizen  in  a  court  of  the  United  "States. 

This  \A  certainly  a  very  serious  question, 
and  one  that  now  for  the  first  time  has  been 
brought  for  decision  l^efore  this  court.  But 
it  is  brought  here  by  those  who  have  a  right 
to  bring  it,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  uMet  it  and 
decide  it. 

The  question  is  simply  this:  Can  a  negro, 
whose  ancestors  wese  imported  into  this  coun- 
try, and  sold  as  slaves,  become  a  member  of 
toB  political  community  formed  and  -brought 
into  existence  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  such  become  entitled  to 
all  the  rights,  and  privileges,  .and  immunities, 

Siarantied  by  tliat  instrument  to  the  citizen  ? 
ne  of  which  rights  is  the  privilege  of  suing 
in  a  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  cases 
specified  in  the  Constitution. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  plea  applies  to 
that  class  of  persons  only  whose  ancestors 
were  negroes  of  the  African  race,  and  im- 
ported into  this  country^  and  sold  and  held  as 
slaves.  The  only  matter  in  issue  before  the 
court,  therefore,  is,  whether  the  desoendanta 
of  such  slaves,  when  they  shall  be  emanci- 
pated, or  who  are  born  of  parents  who  had 
become  free  before  their  birtn,  are  citizens  of 


H  howavsr^the  &ct  of  citizenship  is  Avemed  I  a  state,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  «itiieii 
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is  used  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  And  this  being  the  only  matter  in 
dispute  on  the  pleading,  the  court  must  be 
understood  as  speakine  m  this  opinion  of  that 
olass  only.  That  is,  of  those  persons  who  are 
the  descendants  of  Africans  who  were  im- 
ported into  this  country,  and  sold  as  slaves. 

The  situation  of  this  population  was  alto- 
gether unlike  that  of  the  Indian  race.  The 
latter^  it  is  true,  formed  no  part  of  the  colonial 
communities,  and  never  amalgamated  with 
them  in  social  connexions  or  in  government. 
But  although  they  were  uncivilized,  they 
were  yet  a  nree  and  independent  people,  as- 
sociated together  in  nations  or  &ibes,  and 
governed  by  their  own  laws.  Many  of  these 
political  communities  were  situated  in  terri- 
tories to  which  the  white  race  claimed  the 
ultimate  right  of  dominion.  But  that  claim 
was  acknowledged  to  be  subject  to  the  right 
of  the  Indians  to  occupy  it  as  long  as  they 
thought  proper,  and  neither  the  English  nor 
colonial  governments  claimed  or  exercised  any 
dominion  over  the  tribe  or  nation  by  whom  it 
was  occupied,  nor  claimed  the  right  to  the 
possession  of  the  territory,  until  the  tribe 
or  nation  consented  to  cede  it.  These  Indian 
governments  were  regarded  and  treated  as 
roreign  governments,  as  much  so  as  if  an 
ocean  had  separated  the  red  man  from  the 
white ;  and  their  freedom  has  constantly  been 
acknowledged,  from  the  time  of  the  .first 
emigration  to  the  English  colonies  to  the 
present  day,  by  the  different  governments 
which  biicceedod  each  other.  Treaties  have 
been  nesj^tiated  with  them,  and  their  alliance 
sought  for  in  war ;  and  the  people  who  com- 
pose these  Indian  political  communities  have 
always  been  treated  as  forei^ers  not  living 
under  our  government.  It  is  true  that  the 
course  of  events  has  brought  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  under 
subjection  to  the  white  race ;  and  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  for  their  sake  as  well  as  our 
own,  to  regard  them  as  in  a  state  of  pupilage, 
and  to  legislate  to  a  certain  extent  over  them 
and  the  territory  they  occupy.  But  they  may, 
without  doubt,  like  the  suojects  of  any  other 
foreign  government,  be  naturalized  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  and  become  citizens  of 
a  state,  and  of  the  United  States  ;  and  if  an 
individual  should  leave  his  nation  or  tribe, 
and  take  up  his  abode  among  the  white  ^pu- 
lation,  he  would  be  entitled  to  all  the  rignts 
and  privileges  which  would  belong  to  an  emi- 
grant from  any  other  foreign  people. 

We  proceed  to  examine  the  case  as  pre- 
sented by  the  pleadings. 

The  words  "  people  of  the  United  States" 
and  "  citizens"  are  synonymous  terms,  and 
mean  the  same  thing.  They  both  describe 
the  political  body  who,  according  to  our  re- 
publican institutions,  form  the  sovereignty, 
and  who  hold  the  power  and  conduct  tlic  go- 
vernment through  their  representatives.  They 
are  what  we  familiarly  call  the  "  sovereign 
j>eople,"  and  every  citizen  is  one  of  thisj 
people,  and  a  constituent  member  of  this  sove-  j 
reJjgatj,     The  question  before  us  is,  whether  | 


the  class  of  persons  described  in  the  plea  in 
abatement  compose  a  portion  of  this  peofile, 
and  are  constituent  members  of  this  8i>ver- 
eignty?  AVe  think  they  are  not,  and  that 
they  are  not  included,  and  were  not  intendo.1 
to  be  included,  under  the  word  "  citizens*'  in 
the  Constitution,  and  can  therefore  claim  noiie 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  that  instru- 
ment provides  for  and  secures  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  tbov 
were  at  that  time  considered  as  a  subordinute 
and  inferior  class  of  beings,  who  had  beeii 
subjugated  by  the  dominant  race,  and  whether 
emancipated  or  not,  yet  remained  subject  to 
their  authority,  and  had  no  rights  or  privi- 
leges but  such  as  those  wlio  held  the  power 
and  the  government  might  choose  to  grant 
them. 

It  is  not  the  prorince  of  the  court  to  decide 
upon  the  justice  or  injustice,  the  policy  <»r  im- 
policy, of  these  laws.  The  decision  of  that 
question  belonged  to  the  political  or  kkw-mnk- 
ing  power ;  to  those  who  formed  the  sove- 
reignty and  framed  the  Constitution.  The 
duty  of  the  court  is,  to  interpret  the  instru- 
ment they  have  framed,  with  the  best  lights 
we  can  obtain  on  the  subject,  and  to  admin- 
ister it  as  we  find  it,  according  to  its  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  when  it  was  adopted. 

In  discussing  this  question,  we  must  not 
confound  the  rights  of  citizenship  which  a 
state  may  confer  within  its  own  limits^  and  the 
rights  of  citizenship  as  a  member  of  the  Union. 
It  does  not  by  any  means  follow,  because  he 
has  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen 
of  a  state,  that  he  must  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  He  may  have  all  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  citizen  of  a  state,  and 
yet  not  be  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  a  citizen  in  any  other  state.  For,  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  every  state  had  the  undoubted 
right  to  confer  on  whomsoever  it  please<l  the 
character  of  citizen,  and  to  endow  him  with  all 
its  rights.  But  this  character  of  course  was 
confined  to  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  and 
gave  him  no  rights  or  privileges  in  other  states 
beyond  those  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of 
nations  and  the  comity  of  states.  Nor  have 
the  several  states  surrendered  the  power  of 
conferring  these  rights  and  privile^  by  adopt- 
ing the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States. 
£a<^h  state  may  still  confer  them  upon  an 
alien,  or  any  one  it  thinks  proper,  or  upon 
any  class  or  description  of  persons ;  yet  he 
would  not  be  a  citizen  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  word  is  used  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  nor  entitled  to  sue  as  such  in 
one  of  its  courts,  nor  to  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  a  citizen  in  the  other  stateii.  The 
rights  which  he  would  acquire  would  be  re- 
stricted to  the  state  which  gave  them.  The 
Constitution  has  conferred  on  Congress  the 
right  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  this  right  is  evidently  excluj»ivo, 
and  has  always  been  held  by  this  court  to  I  hi 
so.  Consequently,  no  state,  since  the  wloption 
of  the  Constitution^  can  by  naturalising  an 
alien  invest  him  with  the  rights  and  pririr 
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SOB  Mcnred  to  a  citisen  of  a  state  under  the 
eral  gorenmient,  although,  bo  far  as  the 
stale  alone  was  concerned,  he  wonld  undoubt- 
edly be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  and 
eloUied  with  all  the  rights  and  immunities 
which  the  oonstitution  and  laws  of  the  state 
attached  to  that  character. 

It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  no  state  can, 
bj  moj  act  or  law  of  its  own,  passed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  introduce  a  new 
member  into  the  political  community  created 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It 
camiot  make  him  a  member  of  this  commu- 
nity by  making  him  a  member  of  its  own. 
And  for  the  same  reason  it  cannot  introduce 
any  person,  or  description  of  persons,  who 
we(re  not  intended  to  be  embracea  in  this  new 
political  fisLmily,  which  the  Constitution  brought 
into  existence,  bat  were  intended  to  be  exclud- 
ed from  it. 

^  The  question  then  arises,  whether  the  pro- 
Tiaions  of  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
iwraonal  rights  and  privileges  to  which  the 
eitixen  of  a  state  should  be  entitled,  embraced 
tibe  negro  African  race,  at  that  time  in  this 
eonntry,  or  who  mieht  afterwards  be  imported, 
who  had  then  or  should  afterwards  be  made 
free  in  any  state ;  and  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  a  sinele  state  to  make  him  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  endue  him  with  the  full 
rights  of  citizenship  in  every  other  state  with- 
oot  their  consent  ?  Does  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  act  upon  him  whenever  he 
duJl  be  made  free  under  the  laws  of  a  state, 
and  raised  there  to  the  rank  of  a  citizen,  and 
immediately  clothe  him  with  all  the  privileges 
of  a  citizen  in  every  other  state,  and  in  its 
own  courtof 

The  court  think  the  affirmative  of  these  pro- 
positions cannot  be  maintained.  And  if  it 
cannot,  the  plaintiff  in  error  could  not  be  a 
citizen  of  ttie  state  of  Missouri,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and,  consequently,  was  not  entitled  to 
•ne  in  its  courts. 

It  is  trne,  every  person,  and  every  class  and 
deecription  of  persons,  who  were  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  recognised 
as  citisens  in  the  several  states,  became  also 
citizens  of  this  new  political  body ;  but  none 
other ;  it  was  formed  by  them,  and  for  them 
and  their  posterity,  but  for  no  one  else.  And 
the  personal  righto  and  privileges  guarantied 
to  citizens  of  this  new  sovereignty  were  in- 
tended to  embrace  those  only  who  were  then 
members  of  the  several  state  communities,  or 
who  should  afterwards  by  birthright  or  other- 
wise become  members,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  founded.  It  was  the  union 
of  those  who  were  at  that  time  members  of 
distinct  and  separate  political  communities 
into  one  political  family,  whose  power,  for  cer- 
tain specified  purposes,  was  to  extend  over 
the  whole  territory  of  the  U  nited  States.  And 
1^  gave  to  each  citizen  righto  and  privileges 
oa»de  of  his  state  which  he  did  not  before 
and  placed  him  in  erexy  other  state 


upon  a  perfect  equality  with  its  own  citizens 
as  to  rightd  of  person  and  rights  of  property  ; 
it  made  him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  deter- 
mine who  were  citizens  of  the  several  states^ 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted.  And  in 
order  to  do  this,  we  must  reour  to  the  govem- 
mento  and  institutions  of  the  thirteen  colo- 
nies, when  they  separated  from  Great  Britoin 
and  formed  new  soverei^ties,  and  took  their 
places  in  the  familv  of  independent  nations. 
We  must  inquire  wno,  at  that  time,  were  re- 
cognised as  tne  people  or  citizens  of  a  state, 
whose  rights  and  liberties  had  been  outraged 
by  the  English  government;  and  who  declared 
their  independence,  and  assumed  the  powers 
of  government  to  defend  their  righto  by  force 
of  arms. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  legislation 
and  histories  of  the  times,  and  the  language 
used  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  show 
that  neither  the  class  of  persons  who  had  been 
imported  as  slaves,  nor  their  descendanto, 
whether  they  had  become  free  or  not,  were 
then  acknowledged  as  a  part  of  the  people, 
nor  intended  to  be  included  in  the  general 
words  used  in  that  memorable  instrument. 

It  is  difficult  at  this  day  to  realize  the  stote 
of  public  opinion  in  relation  to  that  unfortu- 
nate race,  which  prevailed  in  the  civilized  and 
enlightened  portions  of  the  world  at  the  time 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  when 
the  Constitution  of  the  united  States  was 
framed  and  adopted.  But  the  public  history 
of  every  European  nation  displays  it  in  a 
manner  too  plain  to  be  mistaken. 

They  had,  for  more  than  a  century  before, 
been  regarded  as  beings  of  an  inferior  order, 
and  altogether  unfit  to  associate  with  the  white 
race,  either  in  social  or  political  relations; 
and  so  far  inferior,  that  Uiey  had  no  rights 
which  the  white  man  was  bound  to  respect ; 
and  that  the  negro  might  justly  and  lawfully 
be  reduced  to  slavery  for  his  benefit.  He 
was  bought  and  sold,  and  treated  as  an  ordi- 
nary article  of  merchandise  and  traffic,  when- 
ever a  profit  could  be  made  by  it.  This  opinion 
was  at  that  time  fixed  and  universal  in  the 
civilized  portion  of  the  white  race.  It  wrm 
regarded  as  an  axiom  in  morals  as  well  as  in 
poTitlcs,  which  no  one  thought  of  disputing, 
or  supposed  to  be  open  to  dispute ;  and  men 
in  every  grade  and  position  in  society  daily 
and  habitually  acted  upon  it  in  their  private 
pursUito,  as  well  as  in  matters  of  pubnc  con- 
cern, without  doubting  for  a  moment  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  opinion. 

And  in  no  nation  was  this  opinion  more 
firmly  fixed,  or  more  uniformly  acted  upon, 
than  by  the  English  government  and  English 
people.  They  not  only  seized  them  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  sold  them,  or  held  them 
in  slavery  for  their  own  use ;  but  they  took 
them  as  ordinary  articles  of  merchanaise  to 
every  country  wnere  they  could  make  a  profit 
on  them,  and  were  far  more  extensively  en- 
gaged in  this  commerce  than  any  other  nation 
m  the  world* 
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The^  opkiioii  tlms  «ntertaiD6d  and  acted 
apon  in  Eneland,  was  naturally  im{)ree8ed 
apon  the  comnies  they  founded  on  this  side 
or  the  Atlantic.  And,  accordingly,  a  negro  of 
the  African  race  was  regarded  oy  them  as  an 
article  of  property,  and  held,  and  bought, 
and  sold  as  such,  in  every  one  of  the  thirteen 
colonies  which  united  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  afterwards  formed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  slaves 
were  more  or  less  numerous  in  the  different 
colonies,  as  slave  labor  was  found  more  or 
less  profitable.  But  no  one  seems  to  have 
donbted  the  correctness  of  the  prevailing  opi- 
nion of  the  time. 

The  legislation  of  the  different  colonies  fur- 
nishes positive  and  indisputable  proof  of  this 
fact. 

It  would  be  tedious,  in  this  opinion,  to  enu- 
merate the  various  laws  they  pMsed  upon  this 
subject.  It  will  be  suificient,  as  a  sample  of 
the  legislation  which  then  generally  prevailed 
throughout  the  British  colonies,  to  give  the 
laws  of  two  of  them ;  one  beine  still  a  large 
slaveholdin^  state,  and  the  other  the  first 
state  in  which  slavery  ceased  to  exist. 

The  province  of  Maryland,  in  1717  (ch.  13, 
s.  5),  passed  a  law  declaring  **  that  if  any 
free  negro  or  mulatto  intermarry  with  any 
white  woman,  or  if  any  white  man  shall  in- 
termarry with  any  negro  or  mulatto  woman, 
such  nejpx)  or  mulatto  shall  become  a  slave 
during  life,  excepting  mulattoes  bom  of  white 
women,  who,  for  such  intermarriage,  shall 
only,  become  servants  for  seven  years,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  the  justices  of  the  countv 
court,  where  such  marriage  so  happens,  shall 
think  fit ;  to  be  applied  by  them  towards  the 
Rupport  of  a  public  school  within  the  said 
county.  And  any  white  man  or  white  woman 
who  shall  intermarry  as  aforesaid,  with  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  such  white  man  or  white 
woman  shall  become  servants  during  the  term 
of  seven  years,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  by 
the  justices  as  afoMsaid,  and  be  applied  to 
the  uses  aforesaid." 

The  other  colonial  law  to  which  we  refer 
was  passed  by  Massachusetts,  in  1705  (chap. 
<>.)  It  is  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  better  pre- 
venting of  a  spurious  and  mixed  issue,''  ic, ; 
and  it  provides  that  **  if  any  negro  or  mulatto 
shall  presume  to  smite  or  strike  any  person 
of  the  English  or  other  Christian  nation,  such 
negro  or  mulatto  shall  be  severely  whipped,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  justices  before  whom  the 
offender  shall  be  convicted." 

And  "  that  none  of  her  Majesty's  English 
or  Scottish  subjects,  nor  of  any  other  Christian 
nation,  within  this  province,  shall  contract 
matrimony  with  any  negro  or  mulatto;  nor 
nhall  any  person,  duly  authorised  to  solemnise 
marriage,  presume  to  join  any  such  in  mar- 
riage, on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  her  Majesty, 
for  and  towards  the  support  of  the  government 
within  this  province,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
him  or  them  that  shall  inform  and  sue  for  the 
same,  in  any  of  her  Migesty's  courts  of  record 


within  the  province,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  infomuk^ 
tion." 

We  give  both  of  these  laws  in  the  worda 
used  by  the  respective  le^slative  bodies,  be- 
cause the  language  in  which  they  are  framed, 
as  well  as  the  provisions  contained  in  them, 
show,  too  plainly  to  be  misunderstood,  the 
degraded  condition  of  this  unhappy  race. 
They  were  still  in  force  when  the  Kevolution 
began,  and  are  a  faithful  index  to  the  state 
of  feeling  towards  the  class  of  persons  of  whom 
they  speak,  and  of  the  position  they  occupied 
throufimout  the  thirteen  colonies,  in  the  eyes 
and  Noughts  of  the  men  who  framed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  established 
the  state  constitutions  and  eovemmentB. 
The^  show  that  a  perpetual  and  impassable 
barrier  was  intended  to  be  erected  oetween 
the  white  race  and.  the  one  which  they  had  re- 
duced to  slavery,  and  governed  as  subjects 
with  absolute  and  despotic  power,  and  which 
they  then  looked  upon  as  so  far  below  them 
in  the  scale  of  created  beings,  that  intermar- 
riages between  white  persons  and  negroes  or 
mulattoes  were  regarded  as  unnatural  and 
immoral,  and  punished  as  crimes,  not  only  in 
the  parties,  but  in  the  person  who  joined  them 
in  marriage.  And  no  distinction  in  this  re- 
spect was  made  between  the  free  negro  or 
mulatto  and  the  slave,  but  this  stigma,  of  the 
deepest  degradation,  was  fixed  upon  the  whole 
race. 

We  refer  to  these  historical  facts  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  fixed  opinions  con- 
cerning that  race,  upon  which  the  statesmen 
of  that  day  spoke  and  acted.  It  is  necessary 
to  do  this,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the 
general  terms  used  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  rights  of  man  and  the 
rights  of  the  people,  was  mtended  to  include 
them,  or  to  give  to  them  or  their  posterity  the 
benefit  of  any  of  its  provisions. 

The  language  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence is  equally  conclusive : 

It  begins  by  declaring  that,  "  when  in  the 
course  of  human  events  it  becomes  necessary 
for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bandcT 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and 
to  assume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the 
separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a 
decent  I'espect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind 
requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes 
which  impel  them  to  the  separation." 

It  then  proceeds  to  say:  "We  hold  these 
truths  to  be  self-evident:  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that 
among  them  is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness;  that  to  secure  these  rights, 
governments  are  instituted,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed." 

The  general  words   above  quoted  would 
seem  to  embrace  the  whole  human  family, 
and  if  they  were  used  in  a  similar  instrument 
at  this  day  would  be  so  understood.    But  it  is^ 
too  clvAT  U)T  dispute,  that  the  enslaved  African' 
race  were  nut  mtended  to  be  included,  and 
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fivmed  DO  pari  of  the  people  who  framed  and 
adopted  this  declaration ;  for  if  the  language, 
u  understood  in  that  day,  would  embrace 
tbem,  the  conduct  of  the  distinguished  men 
irho  framed  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
would  haTC  been  utterly  and  flagrantly  incon- 
listant  with  the  principles  they  asserted ;  and 
hifltead  of  the  sympathy  of  mankind,  to  which 
they  BO  confidently  appealed,  they  would  have 
dwerrod  and  receivea  universal  rebuke  and 
reprobation. 

let  the  men  who  framed  this  declaration 
were  great  men — high  in  literary  acquire- 
ments— hieh  in  their  sense  of  honor,  and  in- 
capable of  asserting  principles  indonsistent 
with  thoee  on  which  they  were  acting.  They 
perfeetlT  understood  the  meaning  of  the  lan- 
guage they  used,  and  how  it  would  be  under- 
stood by  others ;  and  they  knew  that  it  would 
not  in  any  part  of  the  civilized  world  be  sup- 
posed to  embrace  the  negro  race,  which,  by 
common  consent,  had  been  excluded  from 
civiliied  governments  and  the  family  of  na- 
tions, and  doomed  to  slavery.  They  spoke 
and  acted  according  to  the  tnen  established 
doctrines  and  principles,  and  in  the  ordinary 
langnaee  of  the  day,  and  no  one  misunder- 
stood them.  The  unhappy  black  race  were 
separated  from  the  white  by  indelible  marks, 
and  laws  long  before  established,  and  were 
never  thought  of  or  spoken  of  except  as  pro- 
{lerty,  and  when  the  claims  of  the  owner  or 
the  profit  of  the  trader  were  supposed  to  need 
protection. 

This  state  of  public  opinion  had  undergone 
no  change  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
&9  is  equally  evident  from  its  provisions  and 
laniniftgo. 

The  Inrief  nreamble  sets  forth  by  whom  it 
was  formed,  for  what  purposes,  and  for  whose 
benefit  and  protection.  It  declares  that  it  is 
f«>rmed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  those  who  were  members 
^f  the  different  political  communities  in  the 
several  states ;  and  its  ereat  object  is  declared 
to  be  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
themselves  and  their  posterity.  It  speaks  in 
general  terms  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  citizens  of  the  several  states, 
when  it  is  providing  for  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  granted  or  me  privileges  secured  to 
the  citizen.  It  does  not  define  what  descrip- 
tion of  persons  are  intended  to  be  included 
under  these  terms,  or  who  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  citizen  and  one  of  the  people.  It  uses 
them  as  terms  so  well  understood,  that  no 
further  description  or  definition  was  neces- 
sary. 

6ot  there  are  two  clauses  in  the  constitu- 
tion which  point  directly  and  specifically  to 
the  negro  race  as  a  separate  class  of  persons, 
and  show  clearly  that  they  were  not  regarded 
as  a  portion  of  the  people  or  citizens  of  the 
government  then  formed. 

One  of  these  clauses  reserves  to  each  of  the 
thirteen  states  the  right  to  import  slaves  until 
the  jeor  1808,  if  it  Uiinks  proper.  And  the 
importation  which  it  thus  sanctions  was  nn* 


questionably  of  persons  of  the  race  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  as  a  traffic  in  slaves  in  the 
United  States  had  always  been  confined  to 
them.  And  by  the  other  provision  the  states 
pled^  themselves  to  each  other  to  maintain 
the  right  of  property  of  the  master,  by  deliver- 
ing up  to  him  any  slave  who  may  have  ea- 
caped  from  his  serrice,  and  be  found  vrithin 
their  respective  territories.  By  the  first  above- 
mentioned  clause,  therefore,  the  right  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  this  property  is  directly  sano- 
tiond  and  authorized  for  twenty  years  by  the 
people  who  framed  the  Constitution.  And  by 
the  second,  they  pledge  themselves  to  maintain 
and  uphold  the  right  of  the  master  in  the 
manner  specified,  as  long  as  the  government 
they  then  formed  should  endure.  And  these 
two  provisions  show,  conclusively,  that  neither 
the  aescription  of  persons  therein  referred  to, 
nor  their  aescendants,  were  embraced  in  any 
of  the  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution; 
for  certainly  these  two  clauses  were  not  in- 
tended to  confer  on  them  or  their  posterity 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  or  any  of  the  per- 
sonal rights  so  carefully  provided  for  the 
citizen. 

No  one  of  that  race  had  ever  migrated  to 
the  United  States  voluntarily ;  all  of  them  had 
been  brought  here  as  articles  of  merchandise. 
The  number  that  had  been  emancipated  at 
that  time  were  but  few  in  comparison  with 
those  held  in  slavery ;  and  they  were  identi- 
fied in  the  public  mind  with  the  race  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
slave  population  rather  than  the  tree.  It  is 
obvious  uiat  they  were  not  even  in  the  minds 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  when  they 
were  conferring  special  rights  and  privileges 
upon  the  citizens  of  a  state  in  every  other  part 
ot  the  Union. 

Indeed,  when  we  look  to  the  condition  of  this 
race  in  the  several  states  at  the  time,  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  these  rights  and 
privileges  were  intended  to  be  extended  to 
them. 

It  is  very  true,  that  in  that  portion  of  the 
Union  where  the  labor  bf  the  negro  race  was 
found  to  be  unsuited  to  the  climate  and  un- 

Erofitable  to  the  master,  but  few  slaves  were 
eld  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence; and  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  it  had  entirely  worn  out  in  one  of 
them,  and  measures  had  been  taken  for  its 
gradual  abolition  in  several  others.  But  this 
change  had  not  been  produced  by  any  change 
of  opinion  in  relation  to  this  race ;  Imt  because 
it  was  discovered,  from  experience,  that  slave 
labor  was  unsuited  to  the  climate  and  pro- 
ductions of  these  states:  for  some  of  the 
states,  where  it  had  ceased  or  nearly  ceased 
to  exist,  were  actively  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  procuring  cargoes  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  transporting  them  for  sale  to  those  parts 
of  the  Union  where  their  labor  was  found  to 
be  profitable,  and  suited  to  the  climate  and 
productions.  And  this  traffic  was  openly  cajv 
ried  on,  and  fortunes  accumulated  by  it,  with- 
out  reproach  from  the  people  of  the  statoi 
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where  they  resided.  And  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  that,  in  the  states  where  it  was  then 
countenanced  in  its  worst  form — that  is,  in 
the  seizure  and  transportation — ^the  people 
could  have  regarded  those  who  were  emanci- 
pated as  entitled  to  equal  rights  with  them- 
selves. 

And  we  may  here  aeain  refer,  in  support 
of  this  proposition,  to  the  plain  and  unequi- 
vocal language  of  the  laws  of  the  several 
states,  some  passed  after  the  Declaration  of 
IndcpcDdence  and  before  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  and  some  since  the  government  went 
into  operation. 

We  need  not  refer,  on  this  point,  parti- 
cularly to  the  laws  of  the  present  slaveholdin^ 
states.  Their  statute  books  are  full  of  provi- 
sions in  relation  to  this  class,  in  the  same 
spirit  with  the  Maryland  law  which  we  have 
before  quoted.  They  have  continued  to  treat 
them  as  an  inferior  class,  and  to  subject  them 
to  strict  police  regulations,  drawing  a  broad 
line  of  distinction  between  the  citizen  and  the 
slave  races,  and  le^slating  in  relation  to  them 
upon  the  same  prmciple  which  prevailed  at 
the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
As  relates  to  these  states,  it  is  too  plain  for 
argument,  that  they  have  never  been  regarded 
as  a  part  of  the  people  or  citizens  of  the  state, 
nor  supposed  to  possess  anj  political  rights 
which  tlie  dominant  race  might  not  withhold 
or  grant  at  their  pleasure.  And  as  long  ago 
as  1822,  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Kentucky 
decided  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were 
not  citizens  within  the  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  decision  is  recognised,  and  the 
same  doctrine  affirmed,  in  1  Meigs's  Tenn. 
Reports,  331. 

And  if  we  turn  to  the  legislation  of  the 
states  where  slavery  had  worn  out,  or  mea- 
sures taken  for  its  speedy  abolition,  we  shall 
find  the  same  opinions  and  principles  equally 
fixed  and  equally  acted  upon. 

Thus,  Massachusetts,  in  1786,  passed  a  law 
similar  to  the  colonial  one  of  which  we  have 
spoken.  The  law  of  1786,  like  the  law  of 
1705,  forbids  the  marriage  of  any  white  per- 
son with  any  negro,  Indian,  or  mulatto,  and 
inflicts  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  upon  any  one 
who  shall  join  tnem  in  marriage ;  and  declares 
all  such  marriages  absolutely  null  and  void, 
and  degrades  thus  the  unhappy  issue  of  the 
marriage  by  fixing  upon  it  tiie  stain  of  bas- 
tardy. And  this  mark  of  degradation  was 
renewed,  and  again  impressed  upon  the  race, 
in  the  careful  and  delioerate  preparation  of 
their  revised  code  published  in  1836.  This 
code  forbids  any  person  from  joining  in  mar- 
riage any  white  person  with  any  Indian,  ne- 
gro, or  mulatto,  and  subjects  the  party  who 
shall  offend  in  this  respect,  to  imprisonment, 
not  exceeding  six  months,  in  tne  common 
jail,  or  to  ham  labor,  and  to  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  fifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars ; 
and,  like  the  law  of  1786,  it  declares  the  mar- 
riage to  be  absolutely  null  and  void.  It  will 
bo  seen  that  the  punishment  is  increased  by 


the  code  upon  the  person  who  shall  marrj 
them,  by  adding  imprisonment  to  a  pecuniary 
penalty. 

So,  too,  in  Connecticut.  We  refer  more 
particularly  to  the  legislation  of  this  state, 
because  it  was  not  only  among  the  first  to  put 
an  end  to  slavery  within  its  own  territory, 
but  was  the  first  to  fix  a  mark  of  reprobation 
upon  the  African  slave  trade.  The  law  last 
mentioned  was  passed  in  October,  1788,  about 
nine  months  after  the  state  had  ratified  and 
adopted  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  by  that  law  it  prohibited  its  own 
citizens,  under  severe  penalties,  from'  engag- 
ing in  the  trade,  and  declared  all  policies  of 
insurance  on  the  vessel  or  cargo  made  in  the 
state  to  be  null  and  void.  But,  up  to  the  tiine 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  legislation  of  the  state  indicat- 
ing any  change  of  opinion  as  to  the  relative 
rights  and  position  of  the  white  and  black 
races  in  this  country,  or  indicating  that  it 
meant  to  place  the  latter,  when  free,  upon  a 
level  with  its  citizens.  And  certainly  nothing 
which  would  have  led  the  slaveholding  states 
to  suppose,  that  Connecticut  designed  to  claim 
for  them,  under  the  new  Constitution,  the 
equal  rights  and  privileges  and  rank  of  citi- 
zens in  every  other  state. 

The  first  step  taken  by  Connecticut  upon 
this  subject  was  as  early  as  1774,  when  it 
passed  an  act  forbidding  the  further  import^  < 
tion  of  slaves  into  the  state.  But  the  8<^.Ion 
containing  the  prohibition  is  introduced  by 
the  foUowmg  preamble : — 

"And  whereas  the  increase  of  slaves  in 
this  state  is  injurious  to  the  poor,  and  incon- 
venient." 

This  recital  would  appear  to  have  been 
carefully  introduced,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
misunderstanding  of  the  motive  which  in- 
duced the  legislature  to  pass  the  law,  and 
places  it  distinctly  upon  the  interest  and  con- 
venience of  the  white  population — excluding 
the  inference  that  it  might  have  been  in- 
tended in  any  degree  for  the  benefit  of  the 
other. 

And  in  the  act  of  1784,  by  which  the  issue 
of  slaves,  born  after  the  time  therein  men- 
tioned, were  to  be  free  at  a  certain  age,  the 
section  is  aj^in  introduced  by  a  preamble  as- 
signing a  similar  motive  for  the  act.  It  is  in 
these  words: — 

"Whereas  sound  policy  requires  that  the 
abolition  of  slavery  should  be  efiected  as  soon 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  public  safety  and  welfare" — 
showing  that  the  right  of  property  in  the 
master  was  to  be  protected,  and  that  the  mea- 
sure was  one  of  policy,  and  to  prevent  the  in- 
jury and  inconvenience,  to  the  whites,  of  a 
slave  population  in  the  state. 

Ana  still  further  pursuing  its  legislation, 
we  find  that  in  the  same  statute  passed  in 
1774,  which  prohibited  the  further  importa- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  state,  there  is  also  a 
provinion  by  which  any  negro,  Indian,  or 
mulatto  servant,  who  was  found  wandering 
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out  of  the  town  or  place  to  wliich  he  belonged, 
without  a  written  pass  such  as  therein  de- 
Mribed,  was  made  hable  to  be  seized  bj  any 
one,  and  taken  before  the  next  authority  to 
.  be  examined  and  delivered  up  to  his  master — 
who  was  required  to  pay  the  charge  which 
hmd  accrued  thereby.  And  a  subsequent  sec- 
tion of  the  same  law  provides,  that  if  any  free 
negro  shall  travel  without  such  pass,  and 
'•ball  be  stopped,  seized,  or  taken  up,  he  shall 

Cij  all  charges  arising  thereby.  And  this 
w  was  in  fi:Ql  operation  when  the  Constitu* 
tiaa  of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  and 
warn  not  repealed  till  1797.  So  that  up  to  that 
tfane  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  associ- 
■bed  with  servants  and  slaves  in  the  police 
regnlalions  established  by  the  laws  of  the 
StBte. 

And  again,  in  1833,  Connecticut  pasted  an- 
other law,  which  made  it  penal  to  set  up  or 
establish  any  school  in  that  state  for  the  in- 
atmction  of  persons  of  the  African  race  not 
inhabitants  of  the  state,  or  to  instruct  or  teach 
in  any  such  school  or  institution,  or  board  or 
barbor  for  that  purpose,  any  such  person, 
without  the  previous  consent  in  writing  of  the 
eiTil  anthont^  of  the  town  in  which  such 
school  or  institution  might  be. 

And  it  appears  by  the  case  of  Crandall  t^. 
The  State,  reported  in  10  Conn.  Rep.  340, 
that  upon  an  information  filed  against  Pru- 
dence Crandall  for  a  violation  of  this  law,  one 
of  the  points  raised  in  the  defence  was,  that 
the  law  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  persons 
instructed,  although  of  the  African  race,  were 
citizens  of  other  states,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut.  But  Chief  Justice  Da^- 
get,  before  whom  the  case  was  tried,  held, 
that  persons  of  that  description  were  not  citi- 
sens  of  a  state,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
•  word  citizen  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  were  not  therefore  entitled  to  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  other 
states. 

The  case  was  carried  up  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors  of  the  state,  and  the  question 
fully  argued  there.  But  the  case  went  off 
upon  another  point,  and  no  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed on  this  question. 

We  have  made  this  particular  examination 
into  the  legislative  and  judicial  action  of  Con- 
necticut, because,  from  the  early  hostility  it 
displayed  to  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  we  may  expect  to  find  the  laws  of  that 
state  as  lenient  and  favorable  to  the  subject 
race  as  those  of  any  other  state  in  the  Union  ; 
and  if  we  find  that  at  the  time  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  they  were  not  even  there 
raised  to  the  rank  of  citizens,  but  were  still 
held  and  treated  as  property,  and  the  laws 
rriating  to  them  passed  with  reference  alto- 
gether to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the 
white  race,  we  shall  hardly  find  them  elevated 
to  a  higher  rank  anywhere  else. 

▲  bnef  notice  of  the  laws  of  two  other 


states,  and  we  shall  pass  on  to  other  conside- 
rations. 

By  the  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  collected 
and  finally  passed  in  1815,  no  one  was  per- 
mitted to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the 
state,  but  free  white  citizens ;  and  the  same 
provision  is  fuund  in  a  subsequent  collection 
of  the  laws,  made  in  1855.  Nothing,  could 
more  strongly  mark  the  entire  repudiation  of 
the  African  race.  The  alien  is  excluded,  be- 
cause, being  born  in  a  foreign  country,  he 
cannot  be  a  member  of  the  community  until 
he  is  naturalized.  But  why  are  the  African 
race,  born  in  the  state,  not  permitted  to  share 
in  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  citizen? 
The  answer  is  obvious ;  he  is  not,  by  the  in- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  state,  numbered 
amon^  its  people.  He  forms  no  part  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  is  not  therefore 
called  on  to  uphold  and  defend  it. 

Again,  in  1822,  Rhode  Island,  in  its  revised 
code,  passed  a  law*  forbidding  persons  who 
were  authorized  to  join  persons  m  marriage, 
from  joining  in  marriage  any  white  person 
with  any  negro,  Indian,  or  mulatto,  under  the 
penalty  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  declaring 
all  such  marriages  absolutely  null  and  void ; 
and  the  same  law  was  again  re-enacted  in  its 
revised  code  of  1844.  So  that,  down  to  the 
last-mentioned  period,  the  strongest  mark  of 
ii^feriority  and  oegradation  was  fastened  upon 
the  African  race  in  that  state. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  and 
compress  in  the  space  usually  allotted  to  an 
opinion  of  a  court,  the  various  laws,  marking 
the  condition  of  this  race,  which  were  passed 
from  time  to  time  after  the  Revolution,  and 
before  and  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  those 
already  referred  to,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  th^t 
Chancellor  Kent,  whose  accuracy  and  research 
no  one  will  question,  states  in  the  sixth  edition 
of  his  Commentaries,  (published  in  1848,  2 
vol.,  258,  note  6),  that  in  no  part  of  the  country 
except  Maine,  did  the  African  race,  in  point 
of  fact,  participate  equally  with  the  whites  in 
the  exercise  of  civil  and  political  rights. 

The  legislation  of  the  states  therefore  shows, 
in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken,  the  inferior 
and  subject  condition  of  that  race  at  the  time 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  long  after- 
wards, throughout  the  thirteen  states  by  which 
that  instrument  was  framed ;  and  it  is  hardly 
consistent  with  the  respect  due  to  these  states, 
to  suppose  that  they  regarded  at  that  time,  as 
fellow  citizens  and  members  of  the  sovereignty, 
a  class  of  beings  whom  they  had  thus  stigma- 
tized ;  whom,  as  we  are  bound,  out  of  respect 
to  the  state  sovereignties,  to  assume  they  had 
deemed  it  just  and  necessary  thus  to  stigma- 
tize, and  upon  whom  they  had  impressed  such 
deep  and  enduring  marks  of  inferiority  and 
degradation ;  or,  that  when  they  met  in  con- 
vention to  form  the  Constitution,  they  looked 
upon  them  as  a  portion  of  their  constituents, 
or  designed  to  include  them  in  the  provisions 
80  caremlly  inserted  for  the  security  and  pre* 
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tection  of  the  libertios  and  rights  of  their  citi- 
Kens.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  in- 
tended to  secure  t^  them  rights,  and  privi- 
leges, and  rank,  in  the  new  political  body 
throughout  the  Union,  which  every  one  of 
them  denied  within  tlie  limits  of  its  own 
dominion.  More  especially,  it  cannot  be  be- 
lieved that  the  large  slaveholding  states  re- 
garded them  as  included  in  the  word  citizens, 
or  would  have  consented  to  a  Constitution 
which  might  compel  them  to  receive  them  in 
that  character  from  another  state.  For  if  they 
were  so  received,  and  entitled  to  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens,  it  would  exempt 
them  from  the  operation  of  the  special  laws 
and  from  the  p<uice  regulations  which  they 
considered  to  be  necessary  for  their  own 
safety.  It  would  give  to  persons  of  the  negro 
race,  who  were  recognised  as  citizens  in  any 
one  state  of  the  Union,  the  right  to  enter  every 
other  state  whenever  they  [leased,  singly  or 
in  companies,  without  pass  or  passport,  and 
without  obstruction,  to  sojourn  tnere  as  long 
as  they  pleased,  to  go  where  they  pleased  at 
every  hour  of  the  day  or  night  without  moles- 
tation, unless  they  committed  some  violation 
of  law  for  whicn  a  white  man  would  be 

Iiunished;  and  it  would  give  them  the  full 
iberty  of  speech  in  pubUc  and  in  private 
upon  all  subjects  upon  which  its  own  citizens 
mijy^ht  speak;  to  hold  public  meetings  upon 
l)olitical  affairs,  and  to  keep  and  carry  arms 
wherever  they  went.  And  all  of  this  would 
be  done  in  the  face  of  tlie  subject  ra<;e  of  the 
same  color,  both  free  and  slaves,  and  incvit^ 
bly  producing  discontent  and  insubordination 
among  them,  and  endangering  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  state. 

It  is  impossible,  it  would  seem,  to  believe 
that  the  great  men  of  the  slaveholding  states, 
who  took  so  large  a  share  in  framing  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  exercised 
so  much  influence  in  procuring  its  adoption, 
could  have  been  so  forgetful  or  regardless  of 
their  own  safety  and  the  safety  of  those  wh9 
trusted  and  confided  in  them. 

Besides,  this  want  of  foresight  and  care 
would  have  been  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
cauticm  displayed  in  providing  for  the  admis- 
sion of  new  members  into  this  political  family. 
For,  when  they  gave  to  the  citizens  of  each 
state  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  states,  they  at  the  same  time 
tiKik  from  the  several  states  the  power  of  natu- 
ralization, and  confined  that  power  exclusively 
to  the  Federal  Government.  No  state  was 
willing  to  permit  another  state  to  determine 
who  should  or  should  not  be  admitted  as  one 
of  its  citizens,  and  entitled  to  demand  equal 
rights  and  privileges  with  their  own  people, 
within  their  own  territories.  The  right  of 
naturalization  was  therefore,  with  one  accord, 
mrrendered  by  the  states,  and  confided  to  the 
federal  government.  And  this  power  granted 
to  Congress  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  is,  by  the  well-understood  mcan- 
ing^of  the  word,  confined  to  persons  born  in  a 
foreign  country,  under  a  foreign  government. 


It  is  not  a  power  to  raise  to  the  rank  of  a  citi- 
zen any  one  bom  in  the  United  States,  who, 
from  birth  or  parentage,  by  the  laws  of  the 
country,  belongs  to  an  inferior  and  subordi- 
nate class.  And  when  we  find  the  states 
yarding  themselves  from  the  indiscreet  or 
improper  admission  by  other  states  of  emi- 
grants from  other  countries,  by  giving  the 
power  exclusively  to  Congress,  we  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  they  could  never  have  left  witii  the 
states  a  much  more  important  power — that  is, 
the  power  of  transforming  into  citizens  a  nu- 
merous class  of  persons,  who  in  that  character 
would  be  much  more  dangerous  to  tl\e  peace 
and  safety  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union, 
than  the  few  foreigners  one  of  the  states  might 
improperly  natur^ize.  The  Constitution  upon 
its  adoption  obviously  took  from  the  states  all 

Sower  Dy  any  subsequent  legislation  to  intro- 
uce  as  a  citizen  into  the  political  family  of 
the  United  States  any  one,  no  matter  wnere 
he  was  born,  or  what  might  be  his  character 
or  condition;  and  it  gave  to  Congress  tiie' 
power  to  confer  this  character  upon  Uiose  only 
who  were  born  outside  of  the  dominions  of 
the  United  States.  And  no  law  of  a  state, 
therefore,  passed  since  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  can  give  any  right  of  citizenship  out- 
side of  its  own  territory. 

A  clause  similar  to  the  one  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  rights  and  immunities 
of  citizens  of  one  state  in  the  other  states,  was 
contained  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
But  there  is  a  difiference  c€  language,  which 
is  worthy  of  note.  The  provision  in  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  was,  "  that  the  free 
inhabiianti  of  each  of  tlie  states,  paupers, 
vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice  ex- 
cepted, should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  tlie  several 
states." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  this  Confed- 
eration, each  state  had  the  right  to  decide  for 
itself,  and  in  its  own  tribunals,  whom  it  would 
acknowledge  as  a  free  inhabitant  of  another 
state.  The  term  free  iaJiabitaitt^  in  the  gen- 
erality of  its  terms,  would  certainly  include 
one  of  the  African  race  who  had  been  manu- 
mitted. But  no  example,  we  think,  can  be 
found  of  his  admission  to  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship  in  any  state  of  the  Union  after 
these  Articles  were  formed,  and  while  they 
continued  in  force.  And,  notwithstanding  the 
generality  of  the  words  **  free  inlmbitants,"  it 
is  very  clear  that,  according  to  their  accepted 
meaning  in  that  day,  they  did  not  include  tlie 
African  race,  whether  free  or  not:  for  the 
fiflh  section  of  the  ninth  article  provides  thai 
Congress  should  have  the  power  "  to  agree 
u|K)u  the  number  of  land  forces  to  be  raided, 
and  to  make  requisitions  from  each  state  for 
its  quota  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white 
inhabitants  in  such  state,  which  requisition 
should  be  binding." 

Words  could  liardly  have  been  used  which 
more  strongly  mark  the  line  of  distinction 
between  tlie  citizen  and  the  subject ;  the  free 
and  the  subjugated  races.    The  latter  were 
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not  eren  oonnted  when  the  inhabitants  of  a 
•tete  were  to  be  embodied  in  proportion  to  its 
numbers  for  the  gener&l  defence.  And  it 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  that  a  class 
of  persons  thus  separated  and  rejected  from 
those  who  formed  the  sovereignty  of  the 
fftates,  were  yet  intended  to  be  included  under 
the  words  "  free  inhabitants,"  in  the  preced- 
ing article,  to  whom  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties were  so  carefully  secured  in  every  state. 

Bat  although  this  clause  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  is  the  same  in  principle  with 
that  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  yet  uie  com- 
prehensive word  inhabitant,  which  might  be 
coastmed  to  include  an  emancipated  slave,  is 
umitted ;  and  the  privilege  is  confined  to 
citiiens  of  the  state.  And  this  alteration  in 
words  would  hardly  have  been  made,  unless  a 
different  meaning  was  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed, or  a  possible  doubt  removed.  The  just 
and  fiur  inference  is,  that  as  this  privilege  was 
aboat  to  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the 
ffpaenl  ^vemment,  and  the  words  expounded 
by  Its  tnbonals,  and  all  power  in  relation  to 
it  taken  firom  the  state  and  its  courts,  it  v^as 
deemed  prudent  to  describe  with  precision  and 
«*aution  the  persons  to  whom  this  high  privi- 
lege was  given — and  the  word  citizen  was  on 
thai  account  substituted  for  the  words  free 
inhabitant.  The  word  citizen  excluded,  and 
no  donbt  intended  to  exclude,  fbreigners  who 
had  not  become  citizens  of  some  one  of  the 
states  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted; 
Hnd  also  every  description  of  persons  who 
were  not  fully  recognised  as  citizens  in  the 
several  states.  This,  upon  any  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  instruments  to  which  we  have  re- 
iirrred,  was  evidently  the  object  and  purpose 
of  thb  change  of  words. 

To  all  this  mass  of  proof  we  have  still  to 
:uld,  that  Congress  has  repeatedly  legislated 
upon  the  same  construction  of  the  Cimstitution 
that  we  have  given.  Three  laws,  two  of  which 
were  passed  almost  immediately  after  the 
>;ijvemment  went  into  operation,  will  be  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  show  this.  The  two  first 
are  porticularly  worthy  of  notice,  because 
many  of  the  men  who  assisted  in  framing  the 
<*bnsUtQtion,  and  took  an  active  part  in  pro- 
curing its  adoption,  were  thei^  in  the  halls  of 
Utgislation,  ana  certainly  understood  what  they 
ufteaoi  when  they  used  the  words  **  people  of 
ilie  United  States''  and  "citizen"  in  that  well- 
oKisidered  instrument. 

The  first  of  these  acts  is  the  naturalization 
law,  which  vras  passed  at  the  second  session 
•»f  the  first  Congress,  March  26,  1790,  and 
conftnee  the  right  of  becoming  citizens  **  to 
aliens  being  free  white  persons." 

Xow,  the  Constitution  does  not  limit  the 
power  of  Congress  in  this  respect  to  white 
persons.  And  they  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
aLthorize  the  naturalization  of  any  one,  of  any 
rolor,  who  was  bom  under  allegiance  to  ano- 
ther government.  But  the  lan^age  of  the 
law  above  quoted,  shows  that  citizenship  at 
that  time  was  perfectly  understood  to  be  con- 
'^     *  to  the whiit  raot;  and  that  they  alone 


consdtuted  the  sovereignty  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Confess  might,  as  we  before  said,  have 
authorized  the  naturalization  of  Indians,  be- 
cause they  were  aliens  and  foreigners.  But, 
in  their  then  untutored  and  savage  state,  no 
one  would  have  thought  of  admitting  them  as 
citizens  in  a  civilized  community.  And,  more- 
over, the  atrocities  they  had  but  recently  com- 
mitted, when  they  were  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  were  yat 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  were  even  then  guard- 
ing themselves  a^inst  the  threatened  renewal 
of  Indian  hostilities.  No  one  supposed  then 
that  any  Indian  would  ask  for,  or  was  capable 
of  enjoying,  the  privileges  of  an  American 
citizen,  and  the  word  white  was  not  used  with 
any  particular  reference  to  them. 

Neither  was  it  used  with  any  reference  to 
the  African  race  iinportcd  into  or  bom  in  this 
country  ;  because  Congress  had  no  power  to 
naturalize  them,  and  therefore  there  was  no 
necessity  for  using  particular  words  to  exclude 
them. 

It  would  seem  to  have  been  used  merely  be- 
cause it  followed  out  the  line  of  division  which 
the  Constitution  has  drawn  l^tween  the  citizen 
race,  who  formed  and  held  the  government, 
and  the  African  race,  which  they  neld  in  sub- 
jection and  slavery,  and  governea  at  their  own 
pleasure. 

Another  of  the  early  laws  of  which  we  have 
spoken,  is  the  first  militia  law,  which  was 
passed  in  1792,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
second  Congress.  The  language  of  this  law  is 
equally  plain  and  significant  with  the  one  jusi 
mentioned.  It  directs  that  every  "  free  able- 
bodied  white  male  citizen"  shall  be  enrolled 
in  the  militia.  The  word  white  is  evidently 
used  to  exclude  the  African  race,  and  the 
word  "citizen"  to  exclude  unnaturalized 
foreigners ;  the  latter  forming  no  part  of  the 
sovereignty,  owing  it  no  allegiance,  and  there- 
fore under  no  obligation  to  defend  it.  The 
African  race,  however,  bom  in  the  country, 
did  owe  allegiance  to  the  government,  whether 
they  were  slave  or  free ;  but  it  is  repudiated 
ana  rejected  from  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  citizenship  in  marked  language. 

The  third  act  to  which  we  have  alluded  is 
even  still  more  decisive ;  it  was  passed  as  late 
as  1813  (2  Stat.,  8()9),  and  it  provides :  "  That 
from  and  after  the  termination  of  the  war  in 
which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with 
Great  Britain,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  em- 
ploy, on  board  of  any  public  or  private  vessels 
of  'the  United  States,  any  per8<m  or  persons 
except  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  per- 
sons of  color,  natives  of  the  United  States.'* 

Here  the  line  of  distinction  is  drawn  in  ex- 
press words.  Persons  of  color,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  Congress,  were  not  included  in  the 
word  citizens,  and  they  are  described  as  another 
and  different  class  of  persons,  and  authorised 
to  be  employed,  if  bom  in  the  United  States. 

And  even  as  late  as  1820,  (chap.  104,  see. 
8,)  in  the  charter  to  the  city  of  naahingtoPi 
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the  corporation  is  authorized  "to  restrain  and 
prohibit  the  nightly  and  other  disorderly  meet- 
ings of  slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mulattoes/' 
thus  associating  them  together  in  its  legisla- 
tion; and  after  prescribing  the  punishment 
that  may  be  inflicted  on  the  slaves,  proceeds 
in  the  following  words :  '*  And  to  punish  such 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  by  penalties  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  any  one  offence ; 
and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such  free 
negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and 
costs  thereon,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined 
to  labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calen- 
dar months/'  And  in  a  subsequent  part  of 
the  same  section,  the  act  authorizes  tne  cor- 
poration **  to  prescribe  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions upon  which  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
may  reside  in  the  city/' 

This  law,  like  the  laws  of  the  states,  shows 
that  this  class  of  persons  were  governed  by 
special  legislation  directed  expressly  to  them, 
and  always  connected  with  provisions  for  the 
government  of  slaves,  and  not  with  those  for 
the  government  of  free  white  citizens.  And 
after  such  an  uniform  course  of  Icgisladon  as 
we  have  stated,  by  the  colonies,  by  the  states, 
and  by  Congress,  running  through  a  period  of 
more  than  a  century,  it  would  seem  that  to 
call  persons  thus  marked  and  stigmatized, 
"  citizens"  of  the  United  States,  "  fellow- 
citizens,''  a  constituent  part  of  the  sovereign- 
ty, would  be  an  abuse  of  terms,  and  not  cal- 
culated to  exalt  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations. 

The  conduct  of  the  executive  department 
of  the  government  has  been  in  perfect  har- 
mony upon  this  subject  with  this  course  of 
ieeisiation.  The  nuestion  was  brought  officially 
before  the  late  William  Wirt,  when  he  was 
the  Attorney  Gene^:al  of  the  United  States,  in 
1821,  and  he  decided  that  the  words  "  citizens 
of  the  United  States"  were  used  in  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  the  same  sense  as  in  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and  that  free  persons  of  color  were 
not  citizens,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws ;  and  this  opinion  has  been 
confirmed  by  that  of  the  late  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, Caleb  Cushing,  in  a  recent  cia^o,  and 
acted  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
refused  to  grant  passports  to  tlicm  as  **  citizens 
of  the  United  States.^' 

But  it  is  said  that  a  person  may  be  a  citizen, 
and  entitled  to  that  character,  although  he 
does  not  possess  all  the  rights  which  may  be- 
long to  other  citizens;  as,  for  example,  the 
rignt  to  vote,  or  to  hold  particular  offices ;  and 
that  yet,  when  he  goes  into  another  state,  he 
is  entitled  to  be  recognised  there  as  a  citizen, 
although  the  state  may  measure  his  rights  by 
the  rights  which  it  allows  to  persons  of  a  like 
character  or  class  resident  in  the  state,  and 
refuse  to  him  the  full  rights  of  citizenship. 

This  agrument  overlooks  the  language  of 
the  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  which  we 
are  speaking. 

Undoubt^ly,  a  person  may  be  a  citizen, 
that  is,  a  member  of  the  community  who  form 
the  sovereignty,  although  he  exercises  no  share 


of  the  political  power,  and  is  incapacitated 
from  holding  particular  offices.  Women  and 
minors,  who  form  a  part  of  the  political  family, 
cannot  vote ;  and  when  a  property  qualifica- 
tion is  required  to  vote  or  nold  a  particular 
office,  those  who  have  not  the  necessary  quali- 
fication cannot  vote  or  hold  the  office,  yet  they 
are  citizens. 

So,  too,  a  person  may  be  entitled  to  vote  by 
the  law  of  the  state,  who  is  not  a  citizen  even 
of  the  state  itself.  And  in  some  of  the  states 
of  the  union  foreigners  not  naturalized  are 
allowed  to  vote.  And  the  state  may  give  tht* 
right  to  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  but  thai 
does  not  make  mem  citizens  of  the  state,  and 
still  less  of  the  United  States.  And  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  giving  privileges 
and  immunities  in  other  states,  does  not  apply 
to  them. 

Neither  does  it  apply  to  a  person  who,  being 
the  citizen  of  a  state,  migi:ates  to  another 
state.  For  then  he  becomes  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives,  and  he  is 
no  longer  a  citizen  of  the  state  from  which  be 
removed.  And  the  state  in  which  he  resides 
may  then,  unquestionably,  determine  his  status 
or  condition,  and  place  nim  among  the  class 
of  persons  who  are  not  recognised  as  citizens, 
but  belong  to  an  inferior  and  subject  race ; 
and  may  deny  him  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties enjoyed  by  its  citizens. 

But  80  far  as  mere  rights  of  person  arc  con- 
cerned, the  provision  in  question  is  C(.»nfine<l 
to  citizens  of  a  state  who  are  temporarily  in 
another  state  without  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence there.  It  gives  them  no  political  rightf 
in  the  state,  as  to  voting  or  holding  office,  t»r 
in  any  other  respect.  For  a  citizen  of  one 
state  has  no  right  to  participate  in  the  govern- 
ment of  another.  But  if  he  ranks  as  a  citizen 
in  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite*! 
States,  then,  whenever  he  goes  into  another 
state,  the  Constitution  clothes  him,  as  to  tr<> 
rights  of  person,  with  all  the  privileges  iiiul 
immunities  which  belong  to  citizens  of  the 
state.  And  if  persons  of  the  African  race  are 
citizens  of  a  state,  and  of  the  United  State**, 
they  would  be  entitled  to  all  of  thene  privile^res 
and.  immunities  in  every  state,  and  the  8tat<* 
could  not  restrict  them  ;  for  they  would  hold 
these  privileges  and  immunities  under  the 
paramount  authority  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  its  courts  would  be  bound  to  main- 
tain and  enforce  them,  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. And  if  the  states  could  limit  or  restrirt 
them,  or  place  the  party  in  an  inferior  graile, 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution  would  be  uii- 
meaning,  and  could  have  no  operation :  aiid 
would  give  no  rights  to  the  citizen  when  in 
another  state.  He  would  have  none  but  what 
the  state  itself  chose  to  allow  him.  This  im 
evidently  not  Uie  constiniction  or  meaning  «»f 
the  clause  in  question.  It  guaranties  rights 
to  the  citizen,  and  Uie  state  cannot  withhold 
them.  And  these  rights  are  of  a  character 
and  would  lead  to  consequences  which  ma]|« 
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it  abflolntely  certain  tiiat  the  African  race 
irere  not  incladed  under  the  name  of  citizens 
of  a  Btate,  and  were  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  when  these 
priTilegee  and  immunities  were  provided  for 
the  protection  of  the  citizen  in  other  states. 

Tne  case  of  Legrand  v.  Damall  (2  Peters, 
664)  has  been  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of 
showinz  that  this  court  has  decided  that  the 
descen&nt  of  a  slave  may  sue  as  a  citizen  in 
a  court  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  case 
itMlf  shows  that  the  question  did  not  arise 
tad  could  not  have  arisen  in  the  case. 

It  appears  from  the  report,  that  Damall 
was  bom  in  Maryland,  and  was  the  son  of  a 
white  man  by  one  of  his  slaves,  and  his  father 
executed  certain  instruments  to  manumit  him, 
and  devised  to  him  some  landed  property  in 
the  state.  This  property  Damall  afterwards 
sold  to  Legrand,  the  appellant,  who  gave  his 
notes  ibr  the  purchase-money.  But  becoming 
afterwards  apprehensive  that  the  appellee  had 
not  been  emancipated  according  to  the  laws 
of  Marrland,  he  refused  to  pay  the  notes  until 
be  could  be  better  satisfied  as  to  DarualPs 
right  to  convey.  Damall,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  taken  up  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  brought  suit  on  the  notes,  and  recovered 
judnnent  in  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  district 
of  Maryland. 

The  whole  proceeding,  as  appears  by  the 
report,  was  an  amicable  one ;  Legrand  being 
perfectly  willing  to  pay  the  monej,  if  he  could 
obtain  a  title,  and  Darnall  not  wishing  him  to 
paj  unless  he  could  make  him  a  good  one.  In 
point  of  fact,  the  whole  proceeding  was  under 
the  direction  of  the  counsel  who  argued  the 
case  for  the  appellee,  who  was  the  mutual 
friend  of  the  parties,  and  confided  in  by  both 
of  them,  and  whose  only  object  was  to  have 
the  riehts  of  both  parties  established  by  judi- 
cial decision  in  tne  most  speedy  and  least 
expensive  manner. 

Legrand,  therefore,  raised  no  objection  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  the  suit  at  law, 
because  he  was  himself  anxious  to  obtain  the 
judgment  of  the  court  upon  his  title.  Conse- 
quently, there  was  nothing  in  the  record 
before  the  court  to  show  that  Damall  was  of 
African  descent,  and  the  usual  judgment  and 
award  of  execution  was  entered.  And  Le- 
gjrand  thereupon  filed  his  bill  on  the  equity 
side  of  the  Circuit  Court,  stating  that  Darnall 
was  bom  a  slave,  and  had  not  been  legally 
emancipated,  and  could  not  therefore  take  the 
laud  devised  to  him,  nor  make  Legrand  a 
good  title ;  and  praying  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain Damall  from  proceeding  to  execution 
on  the  judgment,  which  was  granted.  Dar- 
nall answered,  averring  in  his  answer  that  he  j 
was  a  free  man,  and  capable  of  conveyine  a 
good  title.  Testimony  was  taken  on  tliis 
point,  •  I  at  the  hearing  the  Circuit  Court 
was  vi'  opinion  that  Darnall  was  a  free  roan 
and  his  title  good,  and  dissolved  the  injunc- 
tion and  dismissed  the  bill ;  and  that  decree 
was  aRinned  here,  upon  the  appeal  of  Le- 
tCraniL 


Now,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  any 
question  about  the  citizenship  of  Darnall,  or 
his  right  to  sue  in  that  character,  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  arisen  or  been  decided  in  that 
case.  The  fact  that  he  was  of  African  de- 
scent was  first  brought  before  the  court  upon 
the  bill  in  equity.  The  suit  at  law  had  tnen 
passed  into  judgment  and  award  of  execution, 
and  the  Circuit  Court,  as  a  court  of  law,  had 
no  longer  any  authority  over  it.  It  was  a 
valid  and  legal  judgment,  which  the  court 
tliat  rendered  it  had  not  the  power  to  reverse 
or  set  aside.  And  unless  it  nad  jurisdiction 
as  a  coui*t  of  equity  to  restrain  him  from 
using  its  process  as  a  court  of  law,  Darnall, 
if  he  thought  proper,  would  have  been  at 
liberty  to  proceed  on  his  judgment,  and  com- 
pel the  payment  of  the  money,  although  the 
allegations  in  the  bill  were  true,  and  he  was 
incapable  of  making  a  title.  No  other  court 
could  have  enjoined  him,  for  certainly  no 
state  equity  court  could  interfere  in  that  way 
with  the  judgment  of  a  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

But  the  Circuit  Court  as  a  court  of  equity 
certainly  had  equity  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
judgment  as  a  court  of  law,  without  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  parties ;  and  had  not 
only  the  right,  but  it  was  its  dut^ — no  matter 
who  were  the  parties  in  the  judgment — to 
prevent  them  from  proceeding  to  enforce  it  by 
execution,  if  the  court  was  satisfied  that  the 
money  was  not  justly  and  equitably  due. 
The  ability  of  Damall  to  convey  did  not  de- 
pend upon  his  citizenship,  but  upon  his  title 
to  freedom.  And  if  he  was  free,  ho  could 
hold  and  convey  property,  by  the  laws  of 
Maryland,  although  he  was  not  a  citizen. 
But  if  he  was  by  law  still  a  slave,  he  could 
not.  It  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  court, 
sitting  as  a  court  of  equity  in  the  latter  case, 
to  prevent  him  from  using  its  process,  as  a 
court  of  common  law,  to  compel  the  payment 
of  the  purchase-money,  when  it  was  evident 
that  the  purchaser  must  lose  the  land.  But 
if  he  was  free,  and  could  make  a  title,  it  was 
equally  the  duty  of  the  court  not  to  suffer  Le- 
grand to  keep  the  land,  and  refuse  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  upon  the  ground  that 
Damall  was  incapable  of  suing  or  being  sued 
as  a  citizen  in  a  court  of  the  United  States. 
The  character  or  citizenship  of  the  parties 
had  no  connexion  with  the  question  of  juris- 
diction, and  the  matter  in  dispute  had  no  rela- 
tion to  the  citizenship  of  Darnall.  Nor  is 
such  a  question  alluded  to  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court. 

Besides,  we  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  say 
that  there  are  not  many  cases,  civil  as  well  as 
criminal,  in  which  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  exercise  iurisdiction,  although 
one  of  the  African  race  is  a  party ;  that  br(KMl 
question  is  not  before  the  court.  The  question 
with  which  we  are  now  dealing  is,  whether  a 
person  of  the  African  race  can  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  become  thereby  entitled 
to  a  special  privile«),  by  virtue  of  his  title  to 
that  diaracter,  and  wMch,  under  the  Consti- 
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tution,  no  one  but  a  citizen  can  claim.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  case  of  Legrand  and  Dar- 
nall  has  no  bearing  on  that  question,  and  can 
have  no  application  to  the  case  now  before  the 
court. 

This  case,  however,  strikingly  illustrates 
the  consequences  that  would  follow  the  con- 
Htruction  of  the  Constitution  which  would 
give  the  power  contended  for  to  a  state.  It 
would  in  effect  give  it  also  to  an  individual. 
For  if  the  father  of  young  Damall  had  manu- 
mitted him  in  his  lifetime,  and  sent  him  to 
reside  in  a  state  which  recognised  him  as  a 
citizen,  he  might  have  visited  and  sojourned 
in  Maryland  when  he  pleased,  and  as  long  as 
he  pleased,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  state  officers  and  tribunals  would  bo 
compelled,  by  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
Constitution,  to  receive  him  and  treat  him  as 
one  of  its  citizens,  exempt  from  the  laws  and 
police  of  the  state  in  relation  to  a  person  of 
that  description,  and  allow  him  to  enjoy  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship,  with- 
out respect  to  tne  laws  of  Maryland,  although 
Buch  laws  were  deemed  by  it  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  its  own  safety. 

The  only  two  pro^dsions  which  point  to 
them  and  include  them,  treat  them  as  pro- 
)>erty,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  the  government 
to  protect  it ;  no  other  power,  in  relation  to 
this  race,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution ; 
and  as  it  is  a  government  of  special  delegated 
powers,  no  authority  beyond  these  two  provi- 
Hions  can  be  constitutionally  exercised.  The 
government  of  the  United  ^ates  had  no  right 
to  interfere  for  any  other  purpose  but  that  of 
protecting  the  rights  of  tne  owner,  leaving  it 
altogetlicr  with  the  several  states  to  deal  with 
til  is  race,  whether  emancipated  or  not,  as  each 
state  may  think  justice,  humanity,  and  the 
interests  and  safety  of  society,  require.  The 
states  evidently  intended  to  reserve  this  power 
exclusively  to  tliemselves. 

No  one,  we  presume,  supposes  that  any 
change  in  public  opinion  or  feeling,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  unfortunate  race,  in  the  civilized 
nations  of  Europe  or  in  this  country,  should 
induce  tlie  court  to  give  to  the  words  of  the 
<  V>nstitution  a  more  liberal  construction  in 
their  favor  than  they  were  intended  to  bear 
when  the  instrument  was  frame<l  and  adopted. 
Such  an  argument  would  be  altogether  mad- 
iiiisHible  in  any  tribunal  called  on  to  interpret 
it.  If  any  of  its  provisions  are  deemed  unjust, 
there  is  a  mode  prescribed  in  the  instrument 
itself  hj  which  it  may  be  amended;  but  while 
it  remains  unaltered,  it  must  be  construed  now 
ON  it  was  understood  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
It  is  not  only  the  same  in  words,  but  the  same 
in  meaning,  und  delegates  the  same  powers  to 
the  government,  and  reserves  and  secures  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  to  the  citizen ;  and 
as  lonj;  as  it  ccmtinues  to  exbt  in  its  present 
form,  it  speaks  not  imly  in  the  same  words, 
but  with  the  same  meaning  and  intent  with 
which  it  s|H)ko  when  it  came  from  the  hands 
of  its  framers,  and  was  voted  on  and  adopted 
bj  the  people  of  the  United  States.    Any 


other  rule  of  construction  would  abrogate  the 
judical  character  of  this  court,  and  make  it 
the  mere  reflex  of  the  popular  opinion  or  pn^'- 
sion  of  the  day.  This  court  was  not  created 
by  the  Constitution  for  such  purposes.  Higher 
and  graver  trusts  have  been  confided  to  it, 
and  it  must  not  falter  in  the  path  of  duty. 

What  the  construction  was  at  that  time,  we 
think  can  hardly  admit  of  doubt.  We  have 
the  language  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence and  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  in 
addition  to  the  plain  words  of  the  Constitution 
itself;  we  have  the  legislation  of  the  different 
states,  before,  about  the  time,  and  since,  the 
Constitution  was  adopted :  we  have  the  legir*> 
lation  of  Congress,  from  the  time  of  its  aUoi>- 
tion  to  a  recent  period ;  and  we  have  the  con- 
stant and  uniform  action  of  the  executive 
department,  all  concurring  together,  and  lead- 
ing to  the  same  result.  And  if  anything  in 
remtion  to  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion can  be  regarded  as  settled,  it  is  that 
which  we  now  give  to- the  word  "citizen"  and 
the  word  "  people." 

And  upon  a  full  and  careful  consideration 
of  the  subject,  the  court  is  of  ^opinion,  that, 
upon  the  facts  stated  in  the  plea  in  abate- 
ment, Dred  Scott  was  not  a  citizen  of  Missouri 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  entitled  as  such  to  sue 
in  its  courts ;  and,  oonsequcntly,  that  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and 
that  the  judgment  on  the  plea  in  abatement  la 
ernmeous. 

We  are  aware  that  doubts  are  entertained 
by  some  of  tlie  members  of  the  court,  whether 
the  plea  in  abatement  is  legally  Wfore  the 
court  upon  this  writ  of  error ;  but  if  that  plea  is 
regarded  as  waived,  or  out  of  the  ease  upon  any 
other  ground,  yet  the  question  as  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Circuit  Court  is  prenentcd  on  the 
face  of  the  bill  of  exception  itself,  taken  by 
the  plaintiff  at  the  trial;  for  he  admits  that 
he  and  his  wife  were  l)orn  slaves,  but  endea- 
vors to  make  out  his  title  to  freedom  and  citi- 
zenship by  showing  that  they  were  taken  by 
their  owner  to  certain  places,  hereinafter  meii- 
tioned,  where  slavery  could  not  by  law  exist, 
and  that  they  thereby  became  free,  and  upon 
their  return  to  Missouri  became  citizens  of 
that  state. 

Now,  if  the  removal  of  which  ho  speaks  di<I 
not  give  them  their  freedom,  then  by  his  own 
admission  he  is  still  a  slave ;  and  whatever 
opinions  may  be  entertained  in  favor  of  the 
citizenship  of  a  free  person  of  the  Afrieuii 
race,  no  one  supposes  that  a  slave  is  a  citizen 
of  the  state  or  of  the  United  States.  If,  there- 
fore, the  acts  dune  by  his  owner  did  not  make 
them  free  persons,  he  is  still  a  slave,  and  cer- 
tainly incapable  of  suing  in  the  character  of 
a  citizen. 

The  principle  ot  law  is  too  well  settled  to 
be  disputed,  that  a  court  can  give  no  judgment 
for  eitner  party,  where  it  has  no  jurisdiction ; 
and  if,  upon  the  showing  of  Scott  himself,  it 
appeared  that  he  was  still  a  slave,  the  caae 
ought  to  have  been  diamiseedi  and  the  judf  • 
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it  ftgunst  him  and  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ant f  jr  costs,  is,  like  that  on  the  plea  in  abate- 
menty  erroneons,  and  the  suit  ought  to  have 
been  dismissed  by  the  Circuit  Court  for  want 
of  jurisdiction  in  that  court. 

But,  before  we  proceed  to  examine  this  part 
of  the  case,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  an  ob- 
jection taken  to  the  judicial  authority  of  this 
flomrt  to  decide  it ;  and  it  has  been  said,  that 
as  this  court  has  decided  against  the  jurisdic- 
tii  V  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  the  plea  in  abate- 
ment, it  has  no  right  to  examine  any  question 
pwented  by  the  exception ;  and  that  anything 
it  majr  say  upon  that  part  of  the  case  will  be 
extra  jndiciai,  and  mere  obiter  dicta. 

This  is  a  manifest  mistake ;  there  can  be  no 
doabt  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  to  ro- 
Tise  the  judgment  of  a  Circuit  Court,  and  to 
reyerse  it  for  any  error  apparent  on  the  record, 
wfaeCfaer  it  be  the  error  of  giving  judgment  in 
a  ease  over  which  it  had  no  jurisdiction,  or 
any  other  material  error ;  and  this  too  whether 
there  is  a  plea  in  abateibent  or  not. 

The  objection  appears  to  have  arisen  from 
oontbanding  writs  of  error  to  a  state  court, 
with  writs  of  error  to  a  Circuit  Court  of  the 
Uiuted  States.  Undoubtedly,  upon  a  writ  of 
error  to  a  state  court,  unless  the  record  shows 
•  case  that  gives  jurisdiction,  the  case  must  be 
(fiMmisaed  for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  Viis  court. 
And  if  it  is  dismissed  on  that  ground,  we  have 
03  right  to  examine  and  decide  upon  any  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  bill  of  exceptions,  or  any 
Mber  part  of  tho  record.  But  writs  of  error 
t'l  a  state  court,  and  to  a  Cir(;uit  Court  of  the 
I'oited  States,  are  regulated  by  different  laws, 
and  stand  upon  entirely  different  principIcH. 
ind  in  a  writ  of  error  to  a  Circuit  Court  or  the 
Tnited  States,  the  whole  record  is  before  this 
t^>urt  for  examination  and  decision ;  and  if  the 
9um  in  controversy  is  large  enough  to  give 
jurisdiction,  it  is  not  only  tho  right,  but  it  is 
the  jadicial  duty  of  tho  court,  to  examine  the 
whole  case  as  presented  by  the  record ;  and  if 
ir  appears  upon  its  face  that  any  material  error 
ur  errors  have  been  committed  by  the  court 
below,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  court  to  reverse 
the  judgment  and  remand  the  case.  And  cer- 
fauiuy  an  error  in  passing  a  judgment  upon 
the  merits  in  favor  of  either  party,  in  a  case 
which  it  was  not  authorized  to  try,  and  over 
which  it  had  no  jurisdiction,  is  as  grave  an 
i*rror  na  a  court  can  commit. 

The  plea  in  abatement  is  not  a  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  court,  but  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Circuit  Court.  And  it  appears  by 
the  record  before  us,  that  the  Circuit  Court 
conmitted  an  error  in  deciding  that  ithud  ju* 
rivliction  upon  the  facts  in  tlio  ciino,  ndiaittod  | 
by  tfab  pleaaings.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  uppel- 
Lite  triDunal  to  correct  this  ern»r :  l)ut  that 
I'a^uld  not  be  done  bv  disniissin;^  tho  en  so  for 
want  of  jurisdiction  here — ^for  that  wimhl  loave 
the  «rroneons  judgment  in  full  fumo,  and  tho 
ii^ared  party  without  remedy.  And  the  ap- 
pelate court  therefore  exercises  tlio  iK)wer  for 
which  alone  appellate  courts  are  constituted, 
hj  rayvrafaig  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 


for  this  error.  It  exercises  its  proper  and  ap- 
propriate jurisdiction  over  the  judgment  and 
proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court,  as  they  appear 
upon  the  record  brought  up  by  the  writ  of  error. 

The  correction  of  one  error  in  the  court 
below  does  not  deprive  the  appellate  court  of 
the  power  of  examining  further  into  the  record, 
and  correcting  any  other  material  errors  which 
may  have  been  committed  by  the  inferior  court. 
There  is  certainly  no  rule  of  law — nor  any 
practice — nor  any  decision  of  a  court-^which 
even  questions  this  power  in  the  appellate  tri- 
bunal. On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  daily  prac- 
tice of  this  court,  and  of  all  appellate  courts 
where  they  reverse  the  judgment  of  an  infe- 
rior court  for  error,  to  correct  by  its  opinions 
whatever  errors  may  appear  on  the  record  ma- 
terial to  the  case ;  and  they  have  always  held 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  do  so  where  the  silence 
of  the  court  might  lead  to  misconstruction  or 
future  controversy,  and  the  point  has  been 
relied  on  by  either  side,  and  argued  before  the 
court. 

In  the  case  before  us,  we  have  already  de- 
cided that  the  Circuit  Court  erred  in  decidine 
that  it  had  iurisdiction  upon  the  facts  af 
mitted  by  the  pleadings.  And  it  appears 
that,  in  the  further  progress  of  the  case,  it 
acted  upon  the  erroneous  principle  it  had  de- 
cided on  the  pleadings,  and  gave  judgment 
for  the  defendant,  where,  upon  the  facts  ad- 
mitted in  the  exception,  it  had  no  jurisdiction. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  upon  what 

Srinciple  of  law,  applicable  to  appellate  juris- 
iction,  it  can  be  supposed  that  tliis  court  has 
not  judicial  authority  to  correct  the  last- 
mentioned  error,  because  thev  had  before 
corrected  tho  former ;  or  by  what  process  of 
reasoning  it  can  be  made  out,  that  the  error 
of  an  inferior  court  in  actually  pronouncing 
judgment  for  one  of  the  parties,  in  a  case  in 
which  it  had  no  jurisdiction,  cannot  be  looked 
into  or  corrected  by  this  court,  because  we- 
have  decided  a  similar  question  presented  in 
the  pleadings.  The  last  pj)int  is  distinctly 
presented  by  the  facts  contained  in  the  plain- 
tiff's own  bill  of  exceptions,  which  he  himself 
brings  here  by  this  writ  of  error.  It  was  the 
point  which  chiefly  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  counsel  on  both  sides  in  the  argument — 
and  the  judgment  which  this  court  must  ren- 
der up<m  both  errors  is  preciseljr  the  same. 
It  must,  in  each  of  them,  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  the  judgment,  and  reverse  it  for  the 
errors  committed  by  the  court  below ;  and 
issue  a  mandate  to  the  Circuit  Court  to  con- 
form its  judgment  to  the  opinion  pronounced 
bv  this  court,  by  dismissing  the  case  for  want 
of  jurisdiction  in  the  Circuit  Court.  This  is 
the  constant  and  invariable  practice  of  this 
court,  where  it  reverses  a  judgment  for  want 
of  jurisdiction  in  the  Circuit  Court. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  pursue  such  ■ 
a  quostion  further.     The  want  of  jurisdiction 
in  tho  c^jurt  below  may  appear  on  the  record  - 
without    any  plea    in    aoatcment.     This  is 
familiarly  the  case  where  a  court  of  chancery 
has  exercised  joriadiotion  in  a  case  whore  thar 
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eintiff  had  a  plain  ani  adequate  remedy  at 
\  and  it  so  appears  br  the  transcript  when 
brought  here  by  appeal.  So  also  where  it 
appears  that  a  court  of  admiralty  has  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  in  a  case  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  a  court  of  common  law.  In  these 
eases  there  is  no  plea  in  abatement.  And  for 
the  same  reason,  and  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples, where  the  defect  of  jurisdiction  is  patent 
on  the  record,  this  court  is  bound  to  reverse 
the  judgment,  although  the  defendant  has 
not  pleaded  in  abatement  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  inferior  court. 

The  cases  of  Jackson  v.  Ashton  and  of 
Capron  v.  Van  Noorden,  to  which  we  have 
referred  in  a  previous  part  of  this  opinion, 
are  directly  in  point.  In  the  last-mentioned 
case,  Capron  brought  an  action  acainst  Van 
Noorden  in  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  without  showing,  by  the  usual  aver- 
ments of  citizenship,  that  the  court  had  juris- 
diction. There  was  no  plea  in  abatement  put 
in,  and  the  parties  went  to  trial  upon  the 
merits.  The  court  gave  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  defendant  with  costs.  The  plaintiff 
thereupon  brought  his  writ  of  error,  and  this 
c<mrt  reversed  uie  judgment  given  in  favor  of 
t]ie  defendant,  and  remanded  the  case  with 
directions  to  dismiss  it,  because  it  did  not  ap- 

f)ear  by  the  transcript  that  the  Circuit  Court 
lad  jurisdiction. 

The  case  before  us  still  more  strongly  im- 
poses upon  tliis  court  the  duty  of  examming 
whether  the  court  below  has  not  committed 
an  error,  in  taking  jurisdiction  and  giving  a 
judu;ment  for  costs  in  favor  of  the  defendant ; 
for  m  Capron  v.  Van  Noorden  tlie  judgment 
was  reversed,  because  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  parties  were  citizens  of  different  states. 
They  might  or  might  not  be.  But  in  this 
case  it  d4)es  appear  that  the  plaintiff  was  bom 
a  slave  ;  and  if  the  facts  upon  which  he  relies 
have  not  made  him  free,  then  it  appears  affirm- 
atively on  the  record  that  he  is  not  a  citizen, 
and  consequently  his  suit  against  Sandford 
was  not  a  suit  between  citizens  of  different 
states,  and  the  court  had  no  authority  to  pass 
any  judgment  between  the  parties.  The  suit 
ought,  m  this  view  of  it,  to  have  been  dis- 
missed by  the  Circuit  Court,  and  its  judgment 
in  favor  of  Sandford  is  erroneous,  and  must 
be  reversed. 

It  is  true  that  the  result  either  way,  by 
dismissal  or  ])y  a  judgment  for  the  defendant, 
makes  very  little,  if  any,  difference  in  a  pecu- 
niary or  personal  point  of  view  to  either  party. 
But  the  fact  that  the  result  would  be  very 
nearly  the  same  to  the  parties  in  either  form 
of  judgment,  would  not  justify  this  court  in 
sanctioning  an  error  in  the  iudgment  which 
is  patent  on  the  record,  and  which,  if  sanc- 
tioned, might  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and 
lead  to  serious  mischief  and  injustice  in  some 
future  suit 

We  proceed,  therefore,  to  inciuire  whether 
the  facts  relied  on  by  the  plamtiff  entitled 
him  to  his  freedom. 

Tba  case^  m  he  himself  states  it»  on  the 


record  bronght  here  by  his  writ  of  error,  ii 
this: 

The  plaintiff  was  a  negro  slave,  belonging 
to  Dr.  Emerson,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1834, 
he  took  the  plaintiff  from  the  state  of  Missouri 
to  the  military  post  at  Rock  Island,  in  the  state 
of  llinois,  and  held  him  there  as  a  slave  until 
the  month  of  April  or  Mar,  183C.  At  the  time 
last  mentioned,  said  Dr.  l!merson  removed  the 
plaintiff  from  said  militarr  post  at  Rock  Island 
to  the  military  post  at  Fort  Snelling,  situate 
on  the  west  baniL  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in 
the  territory  known  as  Upper  Louisiana,  ac> 
quired  by  the  United  States  of  France,  and 
situate  north  of  the  latitude  of  tbirtv-six  de- 
grees thirty  minutes  north,  and  north  of  the 
state  of  Missouri.  Said  Dr.  Emerson  held  the 
plaintiff  in  slavery  at  said  Fort  Snelling,  from 
said  last-mentioned  date  until  the  year  1838. 

In  the  year  1835,  Ilorriet,  who  is  named  in 
the  second  count  of  the  plaintiff's  declaration^ 
was  the  negro  slave  of  Major  Taliaferro,  who 
belonged  to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
In  that  year,  1835,  said  Major  Taliaferro  took 
said  Harriet  to  said  Fort  Snelling,  a  military 
post,  situated  as  hereinbefore  stat^,  and  kept 
ner  there  as  a  slave  until  the  year  183G,  and 
then  sold  and  delivered  her  as  a  slave,  at  sud 
Fort  Snelling,  unto  the  said  Dr.  Emerson 
hereinbefore  named.  Said  Dr.  Emerson  hold 
said  Harriet  in  slavery  at  said  Fort  Snelling 
until  the  year  1838. 

In  the  year  183G,  the  plaintiff  and  Harriet 
intermarried  at  Fort  Snelling,  with  the  con- 
sent of  Dr.  Emerson,  who  then  claimed  to  lie 
their  master  and  owner.  Eliza  and  Lizzie, 
named  in  the  third  count  of  the  plaintiff's  decla- 
ration, are  the  fruit  of  that  marriage.  Eliza 
is  about  fourteen  years  old,  and  was  bom  on 
board  the  steamboat  Gipsey,  north  of  tlie 
north  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  upon 
the  river  Mississippi.  Lizzie  is  about  seven 
years  old,  and  was  oom  in  the  state  of  Mis* 
souri,  at  the  military  post  called  Jefferson 
Barracks. 

In  the  year  1838,  said  Dr.  Emerson  re» 
moved  the  plaintiff  and  said  Harriet,  and  their 
said  daughter  Eliza,  from  said  Fort  Snelling 
to  the  state  of  Missouri,  where  they  have  ever 
since  resided. 

Before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  said 
Dr.  Emerson  sold  and  conveyed  the  plaintiff, 
and  Harriet,  Eliza,  and  Lizzie,  to  the  defend- 
ant, OS  slaves,  and  the  defendant  hns  ever 
since  claimed  to  hold  them,  and  each  of 
them,  as  slaves. 

In  considering  this  part  of  the  controversy, 
two  questions  arise :  1.  Was  he,  together  with 
his  family,  free  in  Missouri  by  reason  of  the 
stay  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
hereinbefore  mentioned  ?  And  2.  If  they 
were  not,  is  Scott  himself  free  by  reason  of 
his  removal  to  Rock  Island,  in  tlie  state  of 
Illinois,  OS  stated  in  the  above  admissions  7 

We  proceed  to  examine  the  first  question. 

^  The  act  of  Congress,  upcm  which  tlie  plain 

tiff  relies,  declares  that  slavery  and  involua 
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tsTj  servltnde,  except  as  a  pQnisbment  for 
crime,  shall  be  for  ever  prohibited  in  all  that 
part  dTthe  territory  cedea  by  France,  under  the 
name  of  Louidiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty- 
siz  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  and 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  Missouri. 
And  the  difficulty  which  meets  us  at  the 
threshold  of  this  part  of  the  inquiry  is,  whether 
Congress  was  authorized  to  pass  this  law 
trader  any  of  the  powers  granted  to  it  by  the 
Constitation ;  for  if  the  authority  is  not  given 
bj  that  instrument,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
wait  to  declare  it  void  and  inoperative,  and 
inealMible  of  conferring  freedom  upon  any  one 
who  ia  held  as  a  slave  under  the  laws  of  any 
one  of  the  states. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  has  laid  much 
stress  upon  that  article  in  the  Constitution 
which  confers  on  Congress  the  power  to  "  dis- 
pose of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ;**  but,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  that  provision  has  no 
bearing  on  the  present  controversy,  and  the 
power  there  given,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
eonfined,  and  was  intended  to  be  confined,  to 
the  territory  which  at  that  time  belonged  to, 
or  was  claimed  by,  the  United  States,  and 
was  within  their  boundaries  as  settled  by  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  can  have  no 
influence  upon  a  territory  afterwards  acquired 
fipom  a  foreign  government.  It  was  a  special 
proTision  for  a  known  and  particular  territory, 
and  to  meet  a  present  emergency,  and  nothing 
more. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  history  of  the  times, 
11^  well  as  the  careful  and  measured  terms  in 
which  the  article  is  framed,  will  show  the 
correctness  of  this  proposition. 

It  irill  be  remembered  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  war,  serious 
difficulties  existed  between  the  states,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  disposition  of  large  and  unsettled 
territories  which  were  included  in  the  char- 
tered limits  of  some  of  the  states.  And  some 
of  the  other  states,  and  more  especially  Mary- 
land, which  had  no  unsettled  lands,  insisted 
thai  as  the  unoccupied  lands,  if  wrested  from 
Great  Britain,  would  owe  their  preservation 
to  the  common  purse  and  the  common  sword, 
the  money  arising  from  them  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied in  just  proportion  among  the  several 
states  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
oni^t  not  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
state  in  whose  cmirtered  limits  they  might 
happen  to  lie,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
stixes,  by  whose  combined  efforts  and  common 
expense  the  territory  was  defended  and  pre- 
serred  against  the  claim  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

These  difficulties  caused  much  uneasiness 
daring  the  war,  while  the  issue  was  in  some 
degree  doubtful,  and  the  future  boundaries 
<if  the  United  States  yet  to  be  defined  by 
treaty,  if  we  achieved  our  independence. 

The  majority  of  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation obTiousIy  concurred  in  opinion 
wHh  the  state   li  Maryland,  and  desired  to 


obtun  from  the  states  which  claimed  it  a  ces- 
sion of  this  territory,  in  order  that  Congress 
might  raise  money  on  this  security  to  carry 
on  the  war.  This  appears  by  the  resolution 
passed  on  the  6th  of  l^ptember,  1780,  strongly 
urging  the  states  to  cede  these  lands  to  the 
United  States,  both  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
union  among  themselves,  and  to  maintain  tlie 
public  credit ;  and  this  was  followed  by  the 
resolution  of  October  10th,  1780,  by  which  Con- 
gress pledged  itself,  that  if  the  lands  were  ceded, 
as  recommended  by  the  resolution  above  men- 
tioned, they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
settled  and  formed  into  distinct  republican 
states,  which  should  become  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  and  freedom,  and  independence, 
as  other  states. 

But  these  difficulties  became  much  more 
serious  after  peace  took  place,  and  the  boun- 
daries of  the  United  States  were  established. 
Every  state,  at  that  time,  felt  severely  the 
pressure  of  its  war  debt ;  but  in  Virginia,  and 
some  other  states,  there  were  large  territories 
of  unsettled  lands,  the  sale  of  which  would 
enable  them  to  discharge  their  obligations 
without  much  inconvenience;  while  other 
I  states,  which  had  no  such  resource,  saw  be- 
fore them  many  years  of  heavy  and  burden- 
some taxation ;  and  the  latter  insisted,  for  the 
reasons  before  stated,  that  these  unsettled 
lands  should  be  treated  as  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  stetes,  and  the  proceeds  applied 
to  their  common  benefit. 

The  letters  from  the  statesmen  of  that  day 
will  show  how  much  this  controversy  occupied 
their  thoughts,  and  the  dangers  that  were 
apprehended  from  it.  It  was  the  disturbing 
element  of  the  time,  and  fears  were  enter- 
tained that  it  might  dissolve  the  Confedera- 
tion by  which  the  states  were  then  united. 

These  fears  and  dangers  were,  however,  at 
once  removed,  when  the  state  of  Virginia,  in 
1784,  voluntarily  ceded  to  tlie  United  States 
the  immense  tract  of  country  lying  north-west 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  which  was  within  the 
acknowlcdf^ed  limits  of  the  state.  The  only 
object  of  tlie  state,  in  making  this  cession, 
was  to  put  an  end  to  the  threatening  and  ex- 
citing controversy,  and  to  enal)le  the  Congress 
of  that  time  to  dispose  of  the  lands,  and  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  as  a  common  fund  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  states.  It  was  not 
ceded,  because  it  was  inconvenient  to  the 
state  to  hold  and  govern  it,  nor  from  any 
expectation  that  it  could  be  better  or  more 
conveniently  governed  by  the  United  States. 

The  example  of  Virginia  was  soon  after- 
wards followed  by  other  states,  and,  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  all  of  the 
states,  similarly  situated,  had  ceded  their  un- 
appropriated (ands,  except  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  The  main  object  for  which 
these  cessions  were  desired  and  made,  was  on 
account  of  their  money  value,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  a  dangerous  controversy,  as  to  who 
was  justly  entitled  to  the  proceeds  when  tbo-i 
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lands  should  be  8old«  It  is  necessarj  to  bring 
this  part  of  the  history  of  these  cessions  thus 
distinctlj  into  view,  because  it  will  enable  us 
the  better  to  comprehend  the  phraseology  of 
the  article  in  the  Constitution,  so  often  re- 
ferred to  in  the  argument. 

Undoubtedly  the  powers  of  sovereignty  and 
the  eminent  domain  were  ceded  with  the 
land.  This  was  essential,  in  order  to  make  it 
(effectual,  and  to  accomplish  its  objects.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that,  at  that  time, 
there  was  no  government  of  the  United  States 
in  existence  with  enumerated  and  limited 
lowers;  what  was  then  called  the  United 
States,  were  thirteen  separate,  soverei^,  in- 
dependent states,  which  had  entered  into  a 
lea^e  or  confederation  for  their  mutual  pro- 
teotion  and  advantage,  and  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  was  composed  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  these  separate  sovereignties, 
meeting  together,  as  equals,  to  discuss  and 
decide  on  certain  measures  which  the  states, 
by  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  had  agreed 
to  submit  to  their  decision.  But  this  con- 
federation had  none  of  the  attributes  of  sove- 
reignty in  legislative,  executive,  or  judicial 
power.  It  was  little  more  than  a  congress  of 
ambassadors,  authorised  to  represent  separate 
nations,  in  matters  in  which  they  had  a  com- 
mon concern. 

^  It  was  this  Conj^ess  that  accepted  the  ces- 
sion from  Virginia.    They  had  no  power  to 
aooept  it  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
But  they  had  an  undoubted  right,  as  indepen- 
dent sovereignties,  to  accept  any  cession  of 
territory  for  their  common  benefit,  which  all 
of  them  assented  to ;  and  it  b  equally  clear, 
that  as  their  common  property,  and  having 
no  superior  to  control  them,  they  had  the 
right  to  exercise  absolute  domiuiun  over  it, 
siUMOct  only  to  the  restrictions  which  Virginia 
had  imposed  in  her  act  t)f  cension.    There 
was,  as  we  have  said,  no  government  of  tlie 
United  States  then  in  exbteuco  with  special 
enumerated  and  limited  powers.    The  terri- 
tory belonged  to  sovereignties,  who,  subject 
to  the  limitations  above  mentioned,  had  a 
right  to  establish  any  form  of  government 
they  pleased,  by  compact  or  treaty  among 
themselves,  and  to  reflate  rights  of  person 
and  rights  of  property  m  the  territory,  as  they 
might  deem  proper.    It  was  by  a  congress, 
representing  the  authority  of  these  several 
and  separate  sovereignties,  and  acting  under 
their  authority  and  command  (but  not  from 
any  authority  derived  from  the  Articles  of 
Confederation],  that  the  instrument  usually 
called  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  adopted; 
regulating  in  much  detail  the  principles  and 
the  Laws  by  which  this  territory  should  be  go- 
verned ;  and  among  other  provisions,  slavery 
is  prohibited  in  it.    We  do  "not  question  the 
power  of  the  states,  by  agreement  among 
themselves,  to  pass  this  orainance,  nor  its 
obligatory  force  in  the  territory,  while  Uie 
eontederation  or  league  of  the  states  in  their 
■tpffAte  Boveteign  character  oontinuea   to 


This  was  the  state  of  things  when  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  formed. 
The  territory  ceded  by  Virginia  belonged  tu 
several  confederated  states  as  common  pro- 
perty, and  they  had  united  in  establishing  in 
it  a  system  of  government  and  jurisprudenoe, 
in  order  to  prepare  it  for  admission  as  states, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  cession.    They 
were  about  to  dissolve  this  federative  Unioii, 
and  to  surrender  a  portion  of  their  independ- 
ent sovereignty  to  a  new  government,  wnich* 
for  certain  purposes,  wouM  make  the  people 
of  the  several  states  one  people,  and  which 
was  to  be  supreme  and  controlling;  within  its 
sphere  of  action  throughout  the  United  States; 
but  this   government  was  to    be   carefully 
limited  in  its  powers,  and  to  exercise  no 
authority  beyond  those  expressly  granted  by 
the  Constitution,  or  necessarily  to  be  implied 
from  the  language  of  the  instrument,  ana  the 
objects  it  was  intended  to  accomplish ;  and  as 
this  league  of  states  would,  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  new  government,  cease  to  have  any 
power  over  the  territory,  and  the  ordinance 
they  had  agreed  upon  be  incapable  of  execu- 
tion, and  a  mere  nullity,  it  was  obvious  that 
some  provision  was  necessary  to  give  the  new 
government  sufficient  power  to  enable  it  to 
carry  into  effect  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
ceded,  and   the    compacts    and  agreements 
which  the  states  had  made  with  each  other  in 
the  exercise  of  their  powers  of  sovereigntr. 
It  was  necessary  that  tne  lands  should  be  sold 
to  pay  the  war  debt ;  that  a  government  and 
system  of  jurisprudence  should  be  maintained 
in  it,  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  should  migrate  to  the  territory,  ia 
their  rights  of  person  and  of  property.  It  was 
also  necessary  that  the  new  government,  about 
to  be  adopted,  should  be  authorized  to  main- 
tain the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  un- 
appropriated lands  in  North  Carolina  awl 
Georgia,  which  had  not  then  been  ceded,  but 
the  cession  of  which  was  confidently  antici- 
pated upon  some  terms  that  would  be  arranged 
between  the  general  government  and  Umss 
two  states.    And,  moreover,  there  were  many 
articles  of  value  besides  this  property  in  lano. 
such  as  arms,  military  stores,  munitions,  and 
ships  of  war,  which  were  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  states,  when  acting  in  their  in- 
dependent characters  as  confederates,  which 
neither  the  new  government  nor  an;^  one  else 
would  have  a  right  to  take  possession  of,  or 
control,  without  authority  from  them ;  and  it 
was  to  place  these  things  under  the  guardian- 
ship and  protection  of  the  new  government, 
and  to  clothe  it  with  the  necessary  powers, 
that  the  clause  was  inserted  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  gives  Congress  the  power  to  "  dis- 
f>0He  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
ations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  Uie  United  States."    It 
was  int<^nded  for  a  specific  purpose,  to  provids 
for  the  things  we  have  mentioned.    It  was  to 
transfer  to  the  new  government  the  property 
then  held  in  common  by  the  states,  and  to 
give  to  that  government  power  to  f^  il  As 


DBRD  SCOTT  CA8B— GEIEF  JUSTICE  TAXEFS  OPINION. 


16ft 


te  olijects  fnt  which  it  had  been  destined  by  | 
■mtnal  agreement  among  the  states  before 
their  league  waa  diMsolved.  It  applied  only 
u>  the  property  which  the  states  held  in  com- 
mon at  that  time,  and  has  no  reference  what- 
erer  ti»  any  territory  or  other  property  which 
the  new  torereignty  might  afterwards  itself 
aeqaire. 

The  language  used  in  the  clause,  the  ar- 
nngement  and  combination  of  the  nowers, 
and  the  somewhat  unusual  phraseology  it 
una,  when  it  speaks  of  the  political  power  to 
lie  exercised  in  the  government  of  the  terri- 
cory,-al]  indicate  the  design  and  meaning  of 
tlie  elaa^te  to  be  such  as  we  have  mentioned. 
It  doe«  nut  speak  of  any  territory,  nor  of  ter- 
ritorieM,  but  uses  language  which,  according 
to  ita  legitimate  meaning,  points  to  a  particu- 
lar thing.  The  power  is  given  in  relation 
only  to  ttie  territory  of  the  United  States ;  that 
is,  to  a  territory  then  in  existence,  and  then 
known  or  claimed  as  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  begins  its  enumeration  of 
powers  by  that  of  disposing,  in  other  words, 
nakin*^  sale  of  the  landiii,  or  raising  mtmey 
from  them,  which,  as  we  have  already  saiX 
waa  the  main  object  of  the  cession,  and  which 
is  aoi*ordingly  the  first  thing  provided  for  in 
the  arti«*le.  It  then  gives  the  power  which 
was  necessarily  associated  with  the  disposi- 
tion an«l  sale  ot  the  lauds ;  tliat  is,  the  power 
of  making  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory.  And  whatever  con- 
stmctioa  may  now  \>e  given  to  these  words, 
every  one,  we  think,  must  admit  that  they  are 
mit  the  wortls  usually  employed  by  statosmon 
in  giving  supreme  pt»wer  of  legislation.  They 
are  certainly  very  unlike  the  words  used  in 
the  pi»wer  granted  to  legislate  over  territorv 
which  the  new  government  might  afterwanfs 
itself  obtain  by  cession  from  a  state,  either  for 
its  seat  of  government,  or  for  forts,  magszines, 
arsenals,  duck  yards,  and  oilier  needful  l^uild- 
ing«. 

And  the  same  power  of  making  needful 
rules  respecting  the  territory  is,  in  prei;isely 
the  same  language,  applie<l  to  the  other  pro- 
per^ belonging  to  the  United  States — asso- 
ciating the  p<iwer  over  the  territory  in  this 
reiipect  with  the  power  over  movable  or  per- 
gonal property — that  is,  the  ships,  urms,  and 
monitions  of  war,  which  then  belonged  in 
common  to  the  state  sovereignties.  And  it 
will  hardly  be  laid  that  this  power,  in  relar 
tioD  to  the  last-mentioned  objects,  was  deemed 
naoewiary  to  be  thus  snecially  given  to  the 
new  government,  in  order  to  authorize  it  to 
make  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  ships  it  might  itself  build,  or  arms  and 
mauitions  of  war  it  mij^ht  itself  manufacture 
or  provide  for  the  public  service. 

No  one,  it  is  believed,  would  think  a  mo- 
ment of  deriving  the  power  of  Congress  to 
make  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  rela- 
tioD  to  property  of  this  kind  from  this  clause 
«f  the  Constitution.  Nor  can  it,  upon  any 
fiur  oonstruction,  be  applied  to  any  property 
baft  that  which  the  new  government  was  about 


to  receive  from  the  confederated  states.  And 
if  this  be  true  as  to  this  property,  it  must  be 
eoually  true  and  limited  as  to  the  territory, 
which  is  so  carefully  and  precisely  coupled 
with  it — and  like  it,  referred  to  as  proper^ 
in  the  power  granted.  The  concluding  wordfs 
of  the  clause  appear  to  render  this  construc- 
tion irresistible ;  for,  after  the  provisions  we 
have  mentioned,  it  proceeds  to  say,  "that 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  shall  be  so  oDn- 
strued  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  of^  any  particular  state." 

Now,  as  we  have  before  said,  all  of  the 
states,  except  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
had  made  the  cession  before  the  Constitution 
was  adopted,  acci)rding  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  Octol>er  10,  1780.  The  claims  of 
other  states,  that  the  unappropriated  lands  in 
these  two  states  should  l>e  applied  to  the  com- 
mon benefit,  in  like  manner  was  still  insisted 
on,  but  refused  by  the  states.  And  this  mem- 
ber of  the  clause  in  question  evidently  applies 
to  them,  and  can  apply  to  nothing  else.  It 
was  to  exclude  the  conclusion  that  either 
party,  liy  adopting  the  Constitution,  would 
surrender  what  they  deemed  their  rights. 
And  when  the  latter  provision  relates  so  ob- 
viously to  the  unappropriated  lands  not  yet 
ceded  by  the  states,  and  the  first  clause  makee 
provision  for  those  then  actually  ceded,  it  is 
impossible,  by  any  just  rule  of  construction, 
to  make  tlie  first  provision  general,  and  ex- 
tend to  all  territories  which  uie  federal  gor- 
erument  might  in  any  way  afterwards  ac- 
quire, when  the  latter  is  plainly  and  unequi- 
vocally confined  to  a  particular  territory  ; 
which  was  a  part  of  the  same  controversy, 
and  involved  m  the  same  dispute,  and  de- 
pended ui)on  the  same  principles.  The  union 
of  the  two  provisions  in  the  same  clause  showf 
that  they  were  kindred  subjects ;  and  that  the 
whole  cmuse  is  local,  nnd  relates  only  to  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  which 
had  l)een  or  then  were  claimed  by  a  state ; 
and  that  no  other  territory  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  or  intended 
to  be  embraced  in  it.  Upon  any  other  con- 
struction it  would  be  impossible  to  account 
for  the  insertion  of  the  last  provision  in  the 
place  where  it  is  found,  or  to  comprehend  why 
or  for  what  object  it  was  associated  with  the 
previous  provision. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  confirmed  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  present  g«)vernment  of 
the  United  States  dealt  with  the  subjei^t  as 
soon  as  it  came  into  existence.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  same  states  that 
formed  the  Cimfederation  also  formed  and 
adopted  the  new  government,  to  which  so 
large  a  portion  of  their  former  sovereign  pow- 
ers were  surrendere<l.  It  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  all, of  these  same  states  which 
had  then  ratified  the  new  Constitution  were 
represented  in  the  Congress  which  passed  the 
first  law  for  the  government  of  this  territory ; 
and  many  of  the  members  of  that  legislative 
body  had  been  deputies  from  the  states  under 
the  Confederation — ^had  united  in  adopting  the 
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ordinance  of  1787,  and  assisted  in  forming 
the  new  gOTemment  under  which  they  were 
then  acting,  and  whose  powers  they  were  then 
exercising.  And  it  is  obvious,  from  the  law 
they  pas^  to  carry  into  effect  the  principles 
and  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  that  they  re- 
garded it  as  the  act  of  the  states  done  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers  at  the  time. 
The  new  government  took  the  territory  as  it 
found  it,  and  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was 
transferred,  and  did  not  attempt  to  undo  any- 
thing that  had  been  done.  And,  among  the 
earliest  laws  passed  under  the  now  sovern- 
mcnt,  is  one  reviving  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  had  become  inoperative,  and  a  nullity 
upon  the  adoption  of  tne  Constitution.  This 
law  introduces  no  new  form  or  principles  for 
its  government,  but  recites,  in  tne  preamble, 
that  it  is  passed  in  order  that  this  ordinance 
may  continue  to  have  full  effect,  and  proceeds 
to  make  only  those  rules  and  regulations 
which  were  needful  to  adapt  it  to  the  new 
government,  into  whose  hands  the  power  had 
mllen.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  this  Con- 
ftesB  regarded  the  purposes  to  which  the  land 
in  this  territory  .was  to  be  applied,  and  the 
form  of  government  and  principles  of  juris- 
prudence which  were  to  prevail  there,  while 
it  remained  in  the  territorial  state,  as  already 
determined  on  by  the  states  when  they  had 
full  power  and  right  to  make  the  decision; 
and  that  the  new  jgovemment,  having  received 
it  in  this  condition,  ought  to  carry  substan- 
tially into  effect  the  plans  and  principles 
which  had  been  previously  adopted  by  the 
states,  and  which  no  doubt  the  states  antici- 
pated when  they  surrendered  their  power  to 
tlie  new  government.  And  if  we  regard  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  as  pointing  to  this 
territory,  with  a  territorial  government  already 
established  in  it,  which  had  been  ceded  to  tlie 
states  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  mention- 
ed— every  woid  in  it  is  perfectly  appropriate, 
and  easily  understood,  and  the  provisions  it 
contains  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  ob- 
jects f(>r  which  it  was  ceded,  and  with  the 
condition  of  its  government  as  a  territory  at 
the  time.  We  can,  then,  easily  account  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  first  Congress  legis- 
lated on  the  subject — and  can  also  understand 
why  this  powfer  over  the  territory  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  same  clause  with  the  other  pro- 
nof  the  United  States,  and  subjoctea  to 
ike  power  of  making  needful  rules  and 
regulations.  But  if  the  clause  is  construed 
in  the  expanded  sense  contended  for,  so  as  to 
embrace  any  territory  acquired  from  a  foreign 
nation  by  the  present  government,  and  to  ^ve 
it  in  such  territory  a  despotic  and  unlimited 
power  over  persons  and  property,  such  as  the 
confederatea  states  mignt  exercise  in  their 
common  property,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  the  phraseology  used,  when  com- 
pared with  other  grants  of  power — and  also 
for  its  association  with  the  otnor  provisions  in 
the  some  clause. 

The  Constitution  has  always  been  remarka- 
ble for  Uie  felicity  of  its  arrangement  of  dif- 


ferent subjects,  and  the  perspicnity  and  ap- 
propriateness of  the  language  it  usos.  But  it 
this  clause  is  construed  to  extend  to  territory 
acquired  by  the  present  government  from  a 
foreign  nation,  outside  of  the  limits  c»f  any 
charter  from  the  British  government  to  a  c«  ^- 
lony,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  why  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  give  the  government  tlie 
power  to  sell  any  vacant  lands  belongin*;  ut 
the  sovereignty  which  might  be  found  within 
it ;  and  if  this  was  necessary,  why  the  grant 
of  this  power  should  precede  the  pr»wer  to  le- 

gislote  over  it  and  establish  a  government 
lere ;  and  still  more  difficult  to  say,  wliy  it 
was  deemed  necessary  so  specially  and  par- 
ticularly to  grant  the  power  to  make  needful 
rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  any  per- 
sonal or  movable  property  it  might  acquire 
there.  For  the  words  other  prcpaiy,  neces- 
sarily, by  every  known  rule  of  inteqiretation, 
must  mean  property  of  a  different  description 
from  territory  or  land.  And  the  difficulty 
would  perhaps  be  insurmountable  in  endea- 
voring to  account  for  the  last  member  of  the 
sentence,  which  provides  that  **  nothing  in  this 
Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  preju- 
dice any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  any 
particular  state,"  or  to  sajr  how  any  particu- 
lar state  could  have  claims  in  (ht  to  a  territory 
ceded  by  a  foreign  government*  or  to  account 
for  associating  this  provision  with  the  preced- 
ing provisions  of  the  clause^  with  wnich  it 
woula  appear  to  have  no  connexion. 

The  words  "  needful  rules  and  regulations'* 
would  seem,  also,  to  have  been  cautiously  used 
for  some  definite  object.  They  are  not  the 
words  usually  employed  by  statesmen,  when 
thoy  mean  to  give  the  powers  of  sovereignty, 
or  to  establish  a  government,  or  to  authorize 
its  cstabliRhment.  Thus,  in  the  law  to  renew 
and  keep  alive  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  to 
re-establish  the  government,  the  title  of  the 
law  is :  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio."  And  in  the  Constitution,  when  grant- 
ing the  power  to  legislate  over  the  territory  that 
may  be  selected  for  the  seat  of  government  in- 
dependently of  a  state,  it  does  not  say  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  **•  to  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  reH|)ecting  the  torrittn 
ry ;"  but  it»declares  that  *'  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever  over  such  District  (not  ex- 
ceeding ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession 
of  particular  states  and  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, become  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

The  words  "rules  and  regulations"  are 
usually  employed  in  the  Constitution  in  speak- 
ing of  some  particular  specified  power  which 
it  means  to  confer  on  the  government,  and  not, 
as  we  have  seen,  when  granting  general  pow- 
ers of  legislation.  As.  for  example,  in  the 
particular  power  to  Congress  **  to  make  rule^ 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces,  or  the  particular  and  specific 
power  to  regulate  commerce ;"  **  to  establiKh 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalisatioii '"  **  to  oqib 
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and  regulate  the  yalue  thereof."  And 
to  oonstrue  the  words  of  which  we  are  speak- 
ing as  a  general  and  unlimited  grant  of  sove- 
raignty  over  territories  which  the  government 
might  afterwards  acquire,  is  to  use  them  in  a 
senile  and  for  a  purpose  for  which  they  were 
Dol  used  in  any  other  part  of  the  instrument. 
Bat  if  confined  to  a  particular  territory,  in 
which  a  government  and  laws  had  already 
been  established,  but  which  would  require 
•ome  alterations  to  adapt  it  to  the  new  govorn- 
ment^  the  words  are  peculiarly  applicable  and 
apjMopriate  for  that  purpose. 

The  necessity  of  this  special  provision  in 
nlation  to  property  and  the  rights  or  propertj 
held  in  oonunon  by  the  confederated  states,  is 
illostrated  by  the  first  clause  of  the  sixth 
article.  This  clause  provides  that  '*  all  debts, 
contracts,  and  engagements  entered  into  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
as  valid  agunst  the  United  States  under  this 
government  as  under  the  Confederation/'  This 
prorision,  like  the  one  under  consideration, 
was  indispen<uible  if  the  new  Constitution  was 
adopted.  The  new  government  was  not  a 
mere  change  in  a  dynasty,  or  in  a  form  of 

Svemment,  leaving  the  nation  or  sovereignty 
a  same,  and  clothed  with  all  the  rights),  and 
bound  by  all  the  obligations,  of  the  preceding 
one.  But,  when  the  present  United  States 
came  into  existence  under  the  new  govern- 
ment, it  was  a  new  political  body,  a  new  na- 
tion, then  for  the  first  time  taking  its  place  in 
the  family  of  nations.  It  took  nothing  by 
iaecesaion  from  the  Confederation.  It  h^  no 
rizht,  aa  its  successor,  to  any  property  or  rights 
01  property  which  it  had  acquired,  and  was 
not  liable  for  any  of  its  obligations.  It  was 
•vidently  viewed  in  this  light  by  the  framers 
uf  the  Constitution.  And  as  the  several  states 
would  cease  to  exist  in  their  former  confeder- 
ated character  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  could  not,  in  that  character, 
again  assemble  together,  special  provisions 
were  indispensable  to  transfer  to  the  new  gov- 
ernment the  property  and  rights  which  at  that 
time  they  held  m  common ;  and  at  the  same 
time  to  authorize  it  to  lay  taxes  and  appro- 
priate money  to  pay  the  common  debt  which 
they  had  contracted;  and  this  power  could 
only  be  given  to  it  by  special  provisions  in  the 
Constitution.  The  clause  in  relation  to  the 
territory  end  other  property  of  the  United 
States  provided  for  tne  first,  and  the  clause 
last  quoted  provided  for  the  other.  They  have 
no  annexion  with  the  general  -  powers  and 
rights  of  sovereignty  delegated  to  uie  new  gov- 
ernment, and  can  neither  enlarge  nor  diminish 
them.  They  were  inserted  to  meet  a  present 
emergency,  and  not  to  regulate  its  powers  as 
a  flpovemment. 

indeed,  a  similar  provision  was  deemed  ne- 
eessary,  in  relation  to  treaties  made  by  the  Con- 
federation ;  and  when  in  the  clause  next  suc- 
ceeding the  one  of  which  we  have  last  spoken, 
H  b  declared  that  treaties  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  care  is  taken  to  include,  by 
•Kpms  word%  the  treaties  made  by  the  con- 


federated states.  The  language  is :  "  and  all 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  l)e  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land." 

Whether,  therefore,  we  take. the  particular 
clause  in  question,  by  itself,  or  in  connexion 
with  the  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
we  think  it  clear,  that  it  applies  only  to  the 
particular  territory  of  which  we  have  spoken, 
and  cannot,  by  any  just  rule  of  interpretation, 
be  extended  to  territory  which  the  new  gov- 
vemment  might  afterwards  obtain  from  a 
foreign  nation.  Consequently,  the  power 
which  Congress  may  have  lawfully  exercised 
in  this  territory,  while  it  remained  under  a 
territorial  ^vemment,  and  which  may  have 
been  sanctioned  by  judicial  decision,  can 
furnish  no  justification  and  no  argument  to 
support  a  similar  exercine  of  power  over  terri- 
tory afterwards  acquired  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. We  put  aside,  therefore,  any  argu- 
ment, drawn  from  precedents,  showing  the 
extent  of  the  power  which  the  general  gov- 
emment  exercised  over  slavery  in  this  terri- 
tory, as  altogether  inapplicable  to  the  case 
before  us. 

But  the  case  of  the  American  and  Ocean 
Insurance  Companies  v.  Canter  (1  Pet,  511) 
has  been  quoted  as  establishing  a  different 
construction  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution. 
There  is,  however,  not  the  slightest  conflict 
between  the  opinion  now  given  and  tlie  one 
referred  to ;  and  it  is  only  by  taking  a  single 
sentence  out  of  the  latter  and  separating  it 
from  the  context,  that  even  an  appearance  of 
conflict  can  be  shown.  We  need  not  comment 
on  such  a  mode  of  expounding  an  opinion  of 
the  court.  Indeed  it  most  commonly  misre- 
presents instead  of  expounding  it.  And  this 
is  fully  exemplified  in  the  case  referred  to, 
where,  if  one  sentence  is  taken  by  itself,  the 
opinion  would  appear  to  be  in  direct  conflict 
with  that  now  given ;  but  the  words  which 
immediately  follow  that  sentence  show  that 
the  court  did  not  mean  to  decide  the  point, 
but  merely  affirmed  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  a  government  in  the  territory,  leav- 
ing it  an  open  question,  whether  that  power 
was  derived  from  this  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  was  to  be  necessarily  inferred  from  a 
power  to  acquire  territory  by  cession  from  a 
loreign  government.  The  opinion  on  this  part 
of  the  case  is  short,  and  we  give  the  whole  of 
it  to  show  how  well  the  selection  of  a  single 
sentence  is  calculated  to  mislead. 

The  passage  referred  to  is  in  page  542,  in 
which  the  courts  in  speaking  of  tlie  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  a  territorial  government 
in  Florida  until  it  should  become  a  state,  uses 
the  following  language : — 

"  In  the  mean  time  Florida  continues  to  be 
a  territory  of  the  United  States,  governed  by 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  evnh 
powers  Congress  to  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  Perhaps 
the  power  of  governing  a  territory  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  which  has  not,  by  b^ 
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flomiiig  a  state,  acquired  the  means  of  self- 
gOTemment,  may  result,  nocessarilj,  from  the 
facts  that  it  is  not  within. the  jurisdiction  of 
any  particular  state,  and  is  witliin  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The 
right  to  govern  may  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  right  to  acquire  territory. 
whichever  may  he  tJie  source  from  ithich  ike 
pnwer  is  derived,  the  possession  of  it  is  ungues- 
tionabie." 

It  IB  thus  clear,  from  the  whole  opinion  on 
this  point,  that  the  court  did  not  mean  to  de- 
cide whether  the  power  was  derived  from  the 
clause  ill  the  Constitution,  or  was  the  neces- 
sary or)nso<(uon(:e  of  the  ri^ht  to  acquire. 
They  do  decide  that  tlic  power  in  Congress  is 
unquestionable,  and  in  this  we  entirely  concur, 
and  nothing  will  be  found  in  this  opinion  to 
the  contrary.  The  |)owor  stands  firmly  on  the 
latter  alternative  put  by  tlie  court — that  is,  as 
"  the  inevitable  conseciuonce  of  the  right  to 
acquire  territ<.)ry." 

And  what  still  more  clearly  demonstrates 
that  the  court  did  not  mean  to  decide  the 
question,  but  leave  it  oj)on  for  future  cr)nside- 
ration,  is  the  fact  that  tiio  case  was  decided  in 
the  Circuit  Court  by  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  and 
his  decision  was  afHrinod  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  liis  opinion  at  the  circuit  is  given  in 
full  in  a  note  to  the  case,  and  in  that  opinion 
he  states,  in  explicit  terms,  that  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution  ap)>lies  only  to  the  territory 
then  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  Fi<»rida,  which  had  been  acquired 
by  cession  from  Spain.  This  part  of  his  opin- 
ion will  bo  found  in  the  note  in  page  51/  of 
the  report.  Uut  he  does  not  dissent  from  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  thereby  show- 
ing that,  in  his  judgment,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  court,  the  ciiso  before  tliein  did  not  call  for 
a  decision  on  that  particular  point,  and  the 
court  abstainetl  from  deciding  it.  And  in  a 
part  of  its  opinion  subsequent  to  the  passage 
we  have  quoted,  where  the  court  si>eak  of  the 
legislative  power  of  Congress  in  Florida,  they 
stul  speak  with  the  same  reserve.  And  in 
page  540,  speaking  of  tlie  power  of  Congress 
to  authorize  the  territorial  legislature  to  esta- 
blish courts  there,  the  court  say :  **  They  are 
legislative  courts,  created  in  virtue  of  the  ge- 
neral right  of  sovereignty  which  exists  in  the 
government,  or  in  \'irtue  of  that  clause  which 
enables  Con  gross  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  belonging 
to  the  Unito^l  Suites." 

It  has  been  said  that  the  construction  given 
to  this  clause  is  new,  and  now  for  the  first 
time  brought  forward.  The  case  of  which  we 
are  speaking,  and  which  has  been  so  much 
discussed,  shows  that  the  fact  is  otherwise.  It 
Hhows  that  precisely  the  same  question  came 
before  Mr.  Justice  Johnsoiu  at  his  circuit, 
fhirty  years  ago — was  fully  considercMl  by  him, 
and  the  same  construction  given  to  the  clause 
in  the  CoUHtitution  which  is  now  given  by  this 
court.  And  that  upon  an  appeal  from  his  de- 
cision the  same  ({ucstit)n  was  brought  before 
this  court,  but  was  not  decided  because  a  de- 


cision upon  it  woB  not  required  by  tibe  oeea 
before  the  court. 

There  is  another  sentenoe  in  the  opini4in 
which  has  been  commented  on,  which  even  in 
a  still  more  striking  manner  shows  bow  one 
may  mislead  or  be  misled  by  taking  out  a  sin- 
gle sentence  from  the  opinion  of  a  court,  and 
leaving  out  of  view  what  precedes  and  follows. 
It  is  in  page  546,  near  the  close  of  the  opinion, 
in  which  the  court  say :  *'  In  legislating  for 
tliem"  (the  territories  of  the  United  States). 
*'  Congress  exercises  the  combined  powers  of 
the  general  and  of  a  state  government."  And 
it  is  said,  that  as  a  state  may  unqttesticual»ly 
prohibit  slavery  within  its  territory,  this  sen- 
t<^nce  decides  in  effect  that  Congress  may  du 
the  same  in  a  territory  of  the  United  States, 
exercising  there  the  powers  of  a  state,  as  well 
as  the  fxiwer  of  the  general  government. 

The  examinatiim  of  this  passage  in  the  case 
referred  to,  would  be  more  appropriate  when 
wo  come  to  consider  in  another  part  of  this 
opinion  what  power  Congress  can  constitution- 
ally exercise  m  a  territory,  over  the  rights  of 
l)erson  or  rights  of  propt»rty  of  a  citizen.  But, 
as  it  is  ill  the  same  case  with  the  passage  wo 
have  before  commented  on,  we  dispose  of  it 
now,  as  it  will  save  the  court  from  the  neces- 
sity of  referring  again  to  the  case.  And  it 
will  Ix^  seen  up<m  reading  the  page  in  which 
this  sentence  is  found,  that  it  has  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  i^ower  of  Congress  over  rights 
of  person  or  riguts  of  property — ^but  relates 
altogether  to  the  power  of  establishing  judi- 
cial tribunals  to  administer  the  laws  o^mstitu- 
tionally  passed,  and  defining  the  juri»dictioii 
they  nmy  exercise. 

1*110  law  of  Congress  establishing  a  territo- 
rial government  in  Florida,  provided  that  the 
legislature  of  the  territory  should  have  legis- 
lative powers  over  "  all  rightful  objects  of  le- 
gislation ;  but  no  law  should  be  valid  which 
was  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.'' 

Under  the  power  thus  conferred,  the  legis- 
lature of  Florida  passed  an  act,  erecting  a  tri- 
bunal at  Key  West  to  decide  cases  of  salvage. 
And  in  the  case  of  which  we  are  speaking,  the 
question  arose  whether  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture could  be  authorized  by  Congress  U>  esta- 
blish such  a  tribunal,  with  such  iK)wors ;  and 
(me  of  the  parties,  among  other  objections,  in- 
sisted tliat  Congress  could  not  under  tiie  Ctm- 
stitution  authorize  the  legislature  of  the  ter- 
ritory to  establish  such  a  tribunal  with  such 
powers,  but  that  it  must  be  established  by 
Congress  itself ;  and  that  a  sale  of  cargo  made 
under  its  order,  to  pay  salvors,  was  void,  as 
made  without  legal  authority,  and  passed  no 
property  to  the  purchaser. 

It  is  in  dis})osing  of  this  objection  that  the 
sentence  relied  on  occurs,  and  the  court  begin 
that  |)art  of  the  opinion  by  stating  with  great 
precision  the  point  which  they  are  about  to 
decide. 

They  say :  "  It  has  been  conten<le<l  that  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
judicial  power  of  tiio  Uuited  States  extends 
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l»  an  e«B6B  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
diction ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  judicial 
power  must  be  vested  *  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  sach  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall 
from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.' 
Uance  it  has  been  argued  that  Congress 
cannot  Test  admiralty  jurisdiction  in  courts 
eremted  by  the  territorial  legislature." 

And  aher  thus  clearly  stating  the  point 
befinre  them,  and  which  they  were  about  to 
deride,  they  proceed  to  show  that  these  ter^ 
ritorial  tnbunals  were  not  constitutional 
oouts,  but  merely  legislative,  and  that  Con- 
mm  mi^ht,  therefore,  delegate  the  power  to 
UM  territorial  government  to  establish  the 
coort  in  question;  and  they  conclude  that 
part  of  the  opinion  in  the  following  words : 
**  Although  admiralty  jurisdiction  con  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  states  in  those  courts  only 
whieh  are  established  in  pursuance  of  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  same 
limitation  does  not  extend  to  the  territories. 
Inle^fllatine  for  them,  Congress  exercises 
the  combined  powers  of  the  general  and  state 
governments.'' 

Thoa  it  will  be  seen  by  these  quotations 
from  the  opinion,  that  the  court,  after  stating 
the  question  it  was  about  to  decide  in  a  man- 
ner too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  proceeded 
to  decide  it,  and  announced,  as  the  opinion  of 
the  tribunal,  that  in  organizing  the  judicial 
department  of  the  government  m  a  territory 
of  the  United  States,  Congress  does  not  act 
under,  and  is  not  restricted  by,  the  third  arti- 
cle in  the  Constitution,  and  is  not  bound,  in  a 
territory,  to  ordain  and  establish  courts  in 
which  the  Judges  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behavior,  but  may  exercise  the  discre- 
ti«mary  power  which  a  state  exercises  in  esta- 
blishing its  judicial  department,  and  regula- 
ting the  jurisdiction  ot  its  courts,  and  may 
an&orize  the  territorial  fpvemmont  to  esta- 
blish, or  may  itself  establish,  courts  in  which 
the  judges  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  of  years 
only ;  and  may  vest  in  them  judicial  power 
upon  subjects  confided  to  the  judiciary  of  the 
United  States.  And  in  doing  this,  Congress 
undoubtedly  exercises  the  combined  power  of 
the  general  and  a  state  government.  It  exer- 
cises the  discretionary  power  of  a  state  govern- 
ment in  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 
oourt  in  which  the  judges  hold  their  appoint- 
ments for  a  term  of  years  only,  and  not  during 
good  behavior ;  and  it  exercises  the  power  o? 
Uie  general  government  in  investing  tnat  court 
with  admiralty  jurisdiction,  over  which  the 
pmeral  government  had  exclusive  jurisdio- 
tiun  in  the  territory. 

No  one,  we  presume,  will  question  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  opinion ;  nor  is  there  anything 
in  conflict  with  it  in  the  opinion  now  given. 
The  point  decided  in  the  case  cited  has  no  re- 
Uti<m  to  the  question  now  before  the  court. 
That  depended  on  the  construction  of  the  third 
article  of  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
judiciary  of  the  United  States,  and  the  power 
which  donp^ss  mi^ht  exercise  in  a  territory 
in  org^r*xing  the  judicial  department  of  the 


government.  The  case  before  us  depends  upoa 
other  and  different  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, altogether  separate  and  apart  from  Uie 
one  above  mentioned.  Tlie  question  as  to 
what  courts  Congress  may  ordain  or  establish 
in  a  territory  to  administer  laws  which  the 
Constitution  authorizes  it  to  pass,  and  whax 
laws  it  is  or  is  not  authorized  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  pass,  are  widely  different — are  regu- 
lated by  different  and  separate  articles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  stand  upon  different  princi- 
ples. And  we  are  satisfied  that  no  one  who 
reads  attentively  the  page  in  Peters'  Reports 
to  which  we  have  reterrod,  can  suppose  that 
the  attention  of  the  court  was  drawn  for  a 
moment  to  the  question  now  before  this  court, 
or  that  it  meant  in  that  case  to  say  that  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  prohibit  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  from  taking  any  property  which 
ho  lawfully  held  into  a  territory  ot  the  United 
States. 

This  brings  us  to  examine  by  what  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution  the  present  federal 
government,  under  its  delegated  and  restricted 
powers,  is  authorized  to  acquire  territory  out- 
side of  the  original  limits  of^the  United  States, 
and  what  powers  it  may  exercise  therein  over 
the  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  while  it  remains  a  territory, 
and  until  it  shall  be  admitted  as  one  of  the 
states  of  the  Union. 

There  is  certainly  no  power  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  .  the  federal  government  to 
establish  or  maintain  colonies  bordering  on 
the  United  States  or  at  a  distance,  to  be  ruled 
and  governed  at  its  own  pleasure ;  nor  to  en- 
large its  territorial  limits  in  any  way,  except 
by  the  admission  of  new  states.  That  power 
is  plainly  given ;  and  if  a  new  state  is  ad- 
mitted, it  needs  no  further  legislati(m  by  Con- 
gress, because  the  Constitution  itself  defines 
the  relative  rights  and  powers,  and  duties  of 
the  state,  and  the  citizens  of  the  state,  and 
the  federal  government.  But  no  power  is 
given  to  acquire  a  territory  to  be  held  and 
governed  permanently  in  that  character. 

And  indeed  the  power  exercised  by  Con- 
gress to  acquire  territory  and  establish  a 
^)vernment  there,  according  to  its  own  un- 
limited discretion,  was  viewed  with  great 
jealousy  by  the  leading  statesmen  of  the  day. 
And  in  the  Federalist,  (No.  38),  written  by 
Mr.  Madison,  ho  speaks  of  the  acquisition  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  by  the  confede- 
rated states,  by  the  cession  from  Virginia, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  government  there, 
as  an  exercise  of  power  not  warranted  by  the 
Articles  of  Confeaeration,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  And  he  urges  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  as  a  so(nirity  and 
safeguard  against  such  an  exercise  of  power. 

We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  question  the 
power  of  Congress  in  this  respect.  The  power 
to  expand  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
bv  the  admission  of  new  states,  is  plainly 
given ;  and  in  the  construction  of  this  power 
by  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  it 
has  been  held  to  authorize  the  acquisition  ot 
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territOTT,  not  fiu  for  admission  at  the  time,  but 
to  bo  admitted  as  soon  as  its  population  and 
situation  would  entitle  it  to  aamission.  It  is 
acquired  to  become  a  state,  and  not  to  be  held 
as  a  colony  and  governed  bj  Congress  with 
absolute  authority ;  and  as  the  propriety  of 
admitting  a  new  state  is  committed  to  the 
«?und  discretion  of  Congress,  the  power  to 
acquire  tcrriturv  for  that  purpose,  to  be  held 
by  tlie  L-nitod  States  until  it  is  in  a  suitable 
condition  to  become  a  state  upon  an  equal 
footing  wiih  the  other  states,  must  rest  upon 
the  same  discretion.  It  is  a  question  for  the 
political  department  of  the  government,  and 
not  the  judicial ;  and  whatever  the  political 
department  of  the  government  shall  recognise 
as  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  the 
judicial  de[)artment  is  also  bound  to  recognise, 
and  to  administer  in  it  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  80  far  as  they  apply,  and  to  maintain 
in  the  territory  the  authority  and  rights  of  the 
gpvernment,  and  also  the  personal  rights  and 
rights  of  property  of  individual  citizens,  as 
secured  by  the  Constitution.  All  we  mean  to 
say  on  this  pviint  is,  that,  as  there  is  no  ex- 
press regulation  in  the  Constitution  defining 
the  power  which  the  general  government  may 
exercise  over  the  person  or  property  of  a  citi- 
len  in  a  territory  thus  acquired,  the  court 
must  necessarily  look  to  the  provisions  and 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  distribu- 
tion or  powers,  for  the  rules  and  principles  by 
which  its  decision  must  be  governed. 

Taking  this  rule  to  guide  us,  it  may  be  safely 
assumed  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
migrate  to  a  territory  belonging  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  ruled  as  more 
colonists,  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  and  to  be  governed  by  any 
laws  it  may  think  proper  to  impose.  The 
principle  upon  which  our  governments  rest, 
and  upon  which  alone  they  continue  to  exist, 
is  the  union  of  states,  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent within  their  own  limits  in  their  internal 
and  domestic  concerns,  and  bound  together  as 
one  people  by  a  general  government,  possess- 
ing certain  enumerated  and  restricted  powers, 
delegated  to  it  by  the  the  people  of  the  several 
states,  and  exercising  supreme  authority  with- 
in (he  scope  of  the  powers  granted  to  it 
throughout  the  dominion  of  the  United  States. 
A  powor,  therefore,  in  the  j^neral  government 
to  obtain  and  hold  colonies  and  dependent 
territories,  over  which  they  might  legislate 
without  restriction,  would  be  inconsistent  with 
its  own  existence  in  its  present  form.  What- 
ever it  acquires,  it  acquires  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  the  several  states  who  created  it 
It  is  their  trustee  acting  for  them,  and  charged 
with  the  duty  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  whole  people  or  the  Union  in  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  specifically  granted. 

At  tne  time  when  the  territory  in  question 
was  obtained  by  cession  from  France,  it  con- 
tained no  population  fit  to  be  associated  to- 
gether and  admitted  as  a  state ;  and  it  there- 
K>re  was  absolutely  necessary  to  hold  posses- 
sion of  it,  as  a  territory  belonging  to  the  Uni-j 


ted  States,  until  it  was  settled  and  inhabited 
by  a  civilized  community  capable  of  self-go- 
vernment, and  in  a  condition  to  l)e  admitted 
on  equal  terms  with  the  other  states  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union.  But,  as  we  have  before 
said,  it  was  acquired  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  the  representative  and  trustee  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  it  must  there- 
lore  be  held  in  that  character  for  tlioir  common 
and  equal  benefit ;  for  it  was  the  people  of  the 
several  states,  acting  through  their  agent  and 
representative,  the  federal  government^  who 
in  fact  acquired  the  territory  in  question,  and 
the  government  holds  it  for  their  common  use 
until  it  shall  be  associated  with  the  otlier 
states  as  a  member  of  the  Union. 

But  until  that  time  arrives,  it  is  undoubt- 
edly necessary  that  some  government  should 
be  established,  in  order  to  organize  society,  and 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  in  their  persons  and 

groperty;  and  as  the  people  of  the  Unit^ 
tates  could  act  in  this  matter  only  through 
the  govemmeAt  which  represented  them,  and 
through  which  they  spoke  and  acted  when  the 
territory  was  obtained,  it  was  not  only  within 
the  scope  of  its  powers,  but  it  was  its  duty  to 
pass  such  laws  and  establish  such  a  govern* 
ment  as  would  enable  those,  by  whose  authority 
they  acted,  to  reap  the  advantages  anticipated 
from  its  acquisition,  and  to  gather  there  a 
population  which  would  enable  it  to  assume 
the  position  to  which  it  was  destined  among 
the  states  of  the  Union.    The  power  to  acqnire 
necessarily  carries  with  it  the  power  to  pre- 
serve and  apply  to  the  purposes  for  whion  it 
was  acauiroa.    The  form  of  government  to  be 
established  necessarily  rested  in  the  discretion 
of   Congress.     It  was  their  duty  to  establish 
the  one  that  would  be  best  snited  for  the  pro- 
tection  and  security  of  the  citizens  of  th«j 
United    Stato.^),  and    other  inhabitants  who 
might  be  authorized  to  take  up  their  abo<le 
there,  and  that  must  always  depend  upon  the 
existing  condition  of  the  territory,  as  to  tho 
number  and  character  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
their  situation  in  the  territory.    In  some  cases 
a  government,  consisting  of  persons  appointed 
by  the  federal  government,  would  best  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  territory,  when  the 
inhabitants  were  few  and  scattered,  and  new 
to  one  another.     In  other  instances,  it  would 
be  more  advisable  to  commit  the  powers  of 
self-government  to  the  people  who  had  settled 
in  the  territory,  as  being  tlie  most  competent 
to  determine  what  was  best  for  their  own 
interests.    But  some  form  of  civil  authority 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  organize  and 
preserve  civilized  society,  and  prepare  it  to 
become  a  state ;  and  what  is  tne  nest  form 
must  always  depend  on  the  condition  of  the 
territory  at  the  time,  and  the  choice  of  the 
mode  must  depend  upon  the  exercise  of  a  dis- 
cretionary power  by  Congress,  acting  with- 
in the  scope  of  its  constitutional  authority, 
and  not  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  person 
or  rights  of  property  of  the  citizen  who  might 
go  there  to  resiae,  or  for  any  other  lawful  pur- 
pose.   It  was  acquired  by  the  exercise  of 
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diseredon,  and  it  must  be  held  and  governed 
in  like  manner,  until  it  is  fitted  to  be  a  state. 

But  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  person 
or  property  of  a  citizen  can  never  be  a  mere 
discretionary  power  under  our  Constitution 
and  form  of  government.  The  powers  of  the 
go\'ernment  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
tho  citizen  are  regulated  and  plainly  defined 
by  the  Constitution  itself.  And  when  the 
territory  becomes  a  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  federal  government  enters  into  posses- 
sion in  the  character  impressed  upon  it  by 
those  who  created  it.  It  enters  upon  it  with 
Its  powers  over  the  citizen  strictly  defined, 
and  limfted  by  the  Constitution,  from  which 
it  derives  its  own  existence,  and  by  virtue  of 
which  alone  it  continues  to  exist  and  act  as  a 
government  and  sovereignty.  It  has  no  power 
of  any  kind  beyond  it ;  andf  it  cannot,  when  it 
enters  a  territory  of  the  United  States,  put  off 
its  character,  and  assume  discretionary  or 
despotic  powers  which  the  Constitution  has 
denied  to  it.  It  cannot  create  for  itself  a  new 
character  separated  from  the  citizens  of  the 
Unified  States,  and  the  duties  it  owes  them 
■nder  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The 
territory  being  a  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
guremment  and  the  citizen  both  enter  it 
onder  the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  with 
their  respective  rights  defined  and  marked 
oot;  and  the  federal  government  can  exer- 
eiae  no  power  over  his  person  or  property, 
bevond  what  that  instrument  confers,  nor  law- 
fully deny  any  right  which  it  has  reserved. 

A  reference  to  a  few  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  will  illustrate  this  proposition. 

Fur  example,  no  one,  we  presume,  will  con- 
tend that  Congress  can  make  any  law  in  a 
territory  respecting  the  establishment  of  reli- 
gion, or  the  tree  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the 
right  of  tlie  people  of  the  territf)ry  peaceably 
to  assemble,  ana  to  petition  the  gDvernmcut 
fur  the  redress  of  grievances. 

Nor  can  Congress  deny  to  the  people  the 
ri^ht  to  keep  and  bear  arms,  nor  the  right  to 
Inal  by  jury,  nor  compel  any  one  to  be  a  wit- 
new  against  himself  in  a  criminal  proceeding. 

These  powers,  and  others,  in  relation  to 
rights  of  person,  which  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  enumerate,  arc,  in  express  and  posi- 
tive terms,  denied  to  the  general  government ; 
•od  the  rights  of  private  property  have  been 
guarded  with  equal  care.  Thus  the  rights  of 
property  are  united  with  the  rights  of  person, 
and  placed  on  the  same  ^ound  by  the  fifth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  pro- 
Tides  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  without  due  process  of 
law.  And  an  act  of  Congress  which  deprives 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  his  liberty  or 
property,  merely  because  he  came  himself  or 
Drought  his  property  into  a  particular  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  ana  who  had  com- 
miUed  no  offence  against  the  laws,  could 
hardly  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  due 
|«oeeM  of  law. 

8o»  feoo,  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 


Congress  could  by  law  quarter  a  soldier  in  a 
house  in  a  territory  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  in  time  of  peace ;  nor  in  time  of 
war,  but  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  law.  Nor 
could  they  by  law  forfeit  the  property  of  a 
citizen  in  a  territory  who  was  convicted  of 
treason,  for  a  longer  period  than  the  life  of 
the  person  convicted  ;  nor  take  private  prop- 
erty for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

The  powers  over  person  and  property  of 
which  we  speak  are  not  only  not  grunted  to 
Congress,  but  are  in  express  terms  denied, 
and  they  are  forbidden  to  exercise  tlieni. 
And  this  prohibition  is  not  confined  to  the 
states,  but  the  words  are  general,  and  extend 
to  the  whole  territory  over  which  the  Consti- 
tution gives  it  power  to  legislate,  including 
those  portions  of  it  remaining  under  territo- 
rial government,  as  well  as  that  covered  by 
states.  It  is  a  total  absence  of  power  every- 
where within  the  dominion  or  the  United 
States,  and  places  the  citizens  of  a  territory, 
so  far  as  these  rights  are  concerned,  on  the 
same  footing  with  citizens  of  the  states,  and 
piards  them  as  firmly  and  plainly  against  any 
mrt^ads  which  the  general  government  might 
attempt,  under  the  plea  of  implied  or  inci- 
dental powers.  And  if  Congress  itself  cannot 
do  this — if  it  is  beyond  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  federal  government — it  will  be  ad- 
mitted, we  presume,  that  it  could  not  author- 
ize a  territorial  government  to  exercise  them. 
It  could  confer  no  power  on  any  local  govern- 
ment, established  oy  its  authority,  to  violate 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

It  seems,  however,  to  be  supposed,  that 
there  is  a  difference  between  property  in  a 
slave  and  other  property,  and  that  different 
rules  may  be  applied  to  it  in  expounding  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
laws  and  usages  of  nations,  and  the  writings 
of  eminent  jurists  upon  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave  and  their  mutual  rights  and  duties, 
and  the  powers  which  governments  may  exer- 
cise over  it,  have  been  dwelt  upon  in  the  ar- 
gument. 

But  in  considering  the  question  before  us, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  no  law 
of  nations  standing  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  their  government,  and  in- 
terfering with  their  relation  to  each  other. 
The  powers  of  the  government,  and  the  rights 
of  the  citizen  under  it,  are  positive  and  prac- 
tical regulations  plainly  written  down.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  delegated  U* 
it  certain  enumerated  powers,  and  forbidden 
it  to  exercise  others.  It  has  no  power  over 
the  pnerson  or  property  of  a  citizen  but  what 
the  citizens  of  the  united  States  have  granted. 
And  no  laws  or  usages  of  other  nations,  or 
reasoning  of  statesmen  or  jurists  upon  the  re- 
lations of  master  and  slave,  can  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  government,  or  take  from  the 
citizens  the  rights  they  have  reserved.  And 
if  the  Constitution  recognises  the  right  of  pro* 
perty  of  the  master  in  a  slave,  and  makes  no 
distmction  between  that  description  of  pro- 
perty and  other  property  owned  by  a  citiieDy 
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no  tribunal,  acting  under  tlie  authority  of  the 
United  States,  whether  it  \)0  legislative,  exe- 
cutive, or  judicial,  has  a  right  to  draw  such  a 
dis»tinction,  or  deny  to  it  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions and  guarantees  which  have  been  pro- 
vided fur  the  protection  of  private  property 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Now,  as  we  have  already  said  in  an  earlier 
part  of  this  opinion,  up(»n  a  different  point, 
the  right  of  property  in  a  slave  is  distmctly 
and  expressly  affirmed  in  the  Constitution. 
The  right  to  traffic  in  it,  like  an  ordinary 
article  of  merchandise  and  property,  was  gua- 
rantied to  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  in 
every  state  that  might  desire* it,  for  twenty 
years.  And  the  government  in  express  terms 
18  pledged  to  protect  it  in  all  future  time,  if 
the  slave  escapes  from  his  owner.  This  is 
done  in  plain  words — ^too  plain  to  be  misun- 
derstood. And  no  word  can  be  found  in  the 
Constitution  which  gives  Congress  a  greater 
power  over  slave  proi>ertY»  or  which  entitles 
property  of  that  kind  to  let^s  protection  than 
property  of  any  other  description.  The  only 
power  confcrreii  is  the  power  coupled  with  the 
duty  of  guarding  and  protecting  the  owner  in 
his  rights. 

Ui)un  these  considerations,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  tnc  court  that  the  act  of  Congress  which 
prohibited  a  citizen  from  holding  and  owning 

eroperty  of  this  kind  in  the  territory  of  the 
nited  States  north  of  the  line  therein  men- 
tioned, is  not  warranted  by  tlie  Constitution, 
and  is  therefore  void ;  and  that  neither  Dred 
Scott  himself,  nor  any  of  his  family,  were 
made  free  by  beincr  carried  into  this  territory  ; 
even  if  they  had  been  carried  there  by  the 
owner,  witli  tlie  intention  of  becoming  a  per- 
manent resident. 

We  have  so  far  examined  the  ease,  as  it 
stands  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  powers  tliercby  delegated  to 
the  federal  government. 

But  there  is  another  point  in  the  case  which 
depends  on  state  power  and  state  law.  And 
it  IS  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
that  he  is  made  free  by  being  taken  to  Rock 
Island,  in  the  stiite  of  Illinois,  indei)endently 
of  his  residence  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  and  being  so  mode  free,  he  was  not 
again  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery  by  being 
bnmght  back  to  Missouri. 

Our  notice  of  this  part  of  the  case  will  be 
very  brief;  for  the  principle  on  wliich  it  de- 
pends was  decided  m  this  court,  upon  much 
consideratitm,  in  the  case  of  Stradcr  et  al.  v. 
Graham,  rei>orted  in  10th  Howard,  82.  In 
that  ca^e,  the  slaves  had  ]>een  taken  from 
Kentucky  to  Ohio,  with  the  ccmsent  of  the 
owner,  and  afterwards  brought  back  to  Ken- 
tucky. And  this  court  held  that  their  gialiis 
or  conditi(m,  as  free  or  slave,  de{)ended  upon 
the  laws  of  Kentucky,  when  thev  were  brought 
back  into  that  state,  and  not  of  Ohio ;  and  that 
this  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  revise  the 
judgment  of  a  state  court  upon  its  own  laws. 
Tliifl  was  the  point  directly  before  the  court, 


and  the  decision  that  this  court  had  not  juris* 
diction  turned  upon  it,  as  will  bo  seen  by  the 
report  of  the  case. 

So  in  this  case.  As  Soott  was  a  slave  when 
taken  into  the  state  of  Illinois  by  his  owner, 
and  was  there  held  as  such,  and  brought  hac^ 
in  that  character,  his  status^  as  free  or  slave, 
depended  on  the  laws  of  Missouri,  and  not  uf 
Illmois. 

It  has,  however,  been  urged  in  the  argu* 
ment,  that  by  the  laws  of  Missouri  he  was  free 
on  his  return,  and  that  this  case,  therefore, 
cannot  be  governed  by  the  case  of  Strader  et 
al.  0.  Graham,  where  it  appeared,  by  the  laws  ■ 
of  Kentucky,  that  the  plaintiffs  continued  to 
be  slaves  on  their  return  from  Ohio.  But 
whatever  doubts  or  opinions  may,  at  one  time, 
have  been  entertained  upon  this  subject,  we 
are  satisfied,  upon  a  careful  examination  of 
all  the  cases  aecided  in  the  state  courts  of 
Missouri  referred  to,  that  it  is  now  firmly 
settled  by  the  .decisions  of  the  highest  court 
in  the  state,  that  Scott  and  his  family  upon 
their  return  wore  not  free,  but  were,  by  the 
laws  of  Missouri,  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  had  no  jurisdiction,  when,  by  the  la^'s 
of  the  state,  the  plaintiff  was  a  slave,  and  not 
a  citizen. 

Moreover,  the  plaintiff,  it  appears,  brought 
a  similar  action  against  the  ctefendant  in  the 
state  court  of  Missouri,  claiming  the  freedom  ' 
of  himself  and  his  family  upon  the  same 
grounds  and  the  same  evidence  up<m  which 
he  relics  in  the  case  before  the  court.  The 
cose  was  carrieti  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  state ;  was  fully  argued  ttiere ;  and  that  . 
ctnirt  decided  that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  his 
familv  were  entitled  to  freedom,  and  were 
still  tlie  slaves  of  the  defendant ;  and  reversed 
the  judgment  of  the  inferior  state  court,  which 
had  given  a  different  decision.  If  the  plaintiff 
supposed  that  this  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  state  was  erroneous,  and  that  this 
court  had  jurisdiction  to  revise  and  reverse  it, 
the  only  mode  by  which  he  could  legally 
bring  it  before  this  court  was  by  writ  of  error 
directed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  re- 
quiring it  t4)  transmit  the  re<K)rd  to  this  court, 
if  this  had  been  done,  it  is  too  plain  for  argu- 
ment that  the  writ  must  have  lieen  dismissed 
for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  this  court. .  The 
case  of  Strmler  and  others  v,  Graham  is  di- 
rectly in  point ;  and,  indeed,  independent  of 
any  decision,  the  language  of  the  2r>th  section 
of  the  act  of  1789  is  too  clear  and  precise  to 
admit  of  controversy. 

But  the  plaintiff  did  not  pursue  the  mode 
prescribed  by  law  for  bringing  the  judgment 
of  a  state  court  before  this  court  f<»r  revision, 
but  suffered  the  case  to  be  remanded  to  the 
inferior  state  court,  where  it  is  still  continued, 
and  is,  by  agreement  of  parties,  to  await  the 
judgment  of  this  court  on  the  )>oint.  All  uf 
this  appears  on  the  record  before  us,  and  by 
the  printed  report  of  the  case. 

And  while  the  case  is  yet  open  and  pending 
in  the  inferior  state  court,  tlie  plaintiff  goes 
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JDto  the  Gireait  Guart  of  tbe  United  States, 
ipoo  the  Mune  case  and  the  same  evidence, 
•H  against  the  same  party,  and  proceeds  to 
jodgment,  and  then  brings  here  the  same  case 
froiB  the  Circuit  Court  which  the  law  would 
Dot  hare  permitted  him  to  bring  directly  from 
the  state  court.  And  if  this  court  takes  juris- 
'lii^tioa  in  this  form,  the  result,  so  far  as  the 
ri^ts  of  the  respective  parties  are  concerned, 
i<*  ie  erer^  respect  substantially  the  same  as 
if  k  had  in  open  violation  of  law  entertained 
jurisdiction  over  the  judgment  of  the  state 
OMnt  upon  a  writ  of  error,  and  revised  and 
leteiieQ  its  judgment  upon  the  ground  that 
its  opinion  upon  the  question  of  law  was 
enoneopa.  It  would  ill  become  this  court  to 
mnction  such  an  attempt  to  evade  the  law,  or 
to  azereise  an  appellate  power  in  this  cir- 
cuitous way,  which  it  is  forbidden  to  exercise 
in  tbe  direct  and  regular  and  invariable  forms 
of  judicial  proceedings. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  the  judg- 
iieat  of  this  court,  that  it  appears  by  the 
reeord  before  us  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  is 
not  a  oitixen  of  Missouri,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  in  the  Constitution  ; 
sod  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States^  lor  that  reason,  had  na  jurisdiction  in 
tbe  case,  and  could  give  no  jndgment  in  it. 
Its  judgment  for  the  defendant  must,  conse- 
noeiitiT,  be  reversed,  and  a  mandate  issued, 
directing  the  suit  to  be  dismissed  for  want  of 
jurisdiction. 


It  19  not  deemed  necessary  to  burden  the 
9fcond  edition  of  this  work  with  all  of  the  de- 
cUions  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Dred  Scott 
CUM.  The  compiler  being  a  Southern  man, 
might  subject  himself  to  a  charge  of  partiality 
if  he  did  not  present  the  opinion  of  at  least 
••ne  of  the  dissenting  judges.  lie  is  free  to 
omfess  that  he  has  had  some  difficulty  in  de- 
termining whether  to  embrace  in  this  volume 
thalof  Judge  Curtis  or  that  of  Judge  McLean. 
Tbe  ability  of  both  of  them  is  generally  con- 
••^dwi.  It  would  l)e  presuming  too  much  to 
•lecide  the  point  as  to  which  is  the  most  able. 
A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  sentiment  of  those 
wlirt  oppose  the  decision  of  the  court  has  estnb- 
li^'hed  the  fact  that  they  regard  the  opinion  of 
•Judge  Curtis  as  the  most  satisfactory  vindica- 
tion of  their  views,  and  has  determined  its 
insertion  instea<l  of  that  of  Judge  McLean. 

The  first  edition  of  this  work  contained  the 
decisions  of  all  of  the  judges ;  and  in  publish- 
ing now  only  that  of  the  court  and  Mr.  Justice 
Curtis,  no  want  of  respect  for  the  ability  of  the 
others  is  intended.    The  demand  of  other  and 


more  interesting  matter  upon  the  space  of  this 
work  must  be  the  compiler's  apology  for  thin 
omission.  The  Dred  Scott  decision  cannot 
long  continue,  even  if  it  is  now,  a  political 
issue.  Other  and  more  exciting  questions 
which  have  sprung  up  connected  with  Kan- 
sas, must  necessarily  absorb  the  public  atten- 
tion to  the  exclusion  of  it. 

The  late  Col.  Benton,  and  Judge  Robertson 
of  Kentucky,  have  published  reviews  of  this 
decision  adverse  to  it. 

During  this  session  the  court  has  been  made 
the  theme  of  many  oratorical  efforts  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  Nearly  every  speech 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Republican 
party  on  the  Kansas  question,  has  contained 
an  assault  upon  this  decision.  Whilst,  on  the 
other  hand.  Senator  Benjamin  and  others  have 
ably  vindicated  it. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  state  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  court  who  made  the  decision 
consisted  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Taney  of  Ma- 
ryland ;  Associate  Justices  Wayne  of  Georgia, 
Campbell  of  Virginia,  John  Catron  of  Ten- 
nessee, Nelson  of  New  York  and  Grier  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  dissenters  were  Associate 
Justices  McLean  of  Ohio  and  Curtis  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  Justice  Curtis  dissenting. 

I  dissent  from  the  opinion  pronounced  by 
the  Chief  Justice  and  from  the  judgment 
which  the  majority  of  the  court  think  it  proper 
to  render  in  this  case.  The  plaintiff  alleged, 
in  his  declaration,  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  that  the  defendant  was 
a  citizen  of  the  state  of  New  York.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  each 
of  these  allegations,  to  sustain  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Circuit  Ct)urt.  The  defendant  denied, 
by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction,  cither  sufficient 
or  insufficient,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  citizen 
of  the  state  of  Missouri.  The  plaintiff  demur- 
red to  that  plea.  The  Circuit  Court  adjudged 
the  plea.insuffiriont,  and  the  first  question  for 
our  consideration  is,  whether  the  sufficiency 
of  that  plea  is  licfore  this  court  for  judgment, 
upon  this  writ  of  ernir.  The  part  of  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States,  conferrcSd  by 
Congress  on  the  Circuit  Courts,  being  limitecl 
to  certain  described  cases  and  controversies, 
the  question  whether  a  particular  case  is 
within  the  cognisance  of  a  Circuit  Court,  mar 
be  raised  by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  such 
court.  When  that  question  has  been  raised, 
the  Circuit  Court  must,  in  the  first  instanee, 
pass  upon  and  determine  it.  Whether  its 
determination  be  final,  or  subject  to  review  by 
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this  appellate  court,  must  depend  opon  the 
will  of  Congress ;  upon  which  body  the  Con- 
stitution has  conferred  the  power,  with  certain 
restrictions,  to  establish  interior  courts,  to  de- 
termine their  jurisdiction,  and  to  regulate  the 
api)ellate  power  of  this  court.  The  twenty- 
second  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789, 
which  allows  a  writ  of  error  from  final  judg- 
ments of  Circuit  Courts,  provides  that  there  shall 
be  no  reversal  in  this  court,  on  such  writ  of 
error,  for  errur  in  ruling  any  plea  in  abatement, 
other  Uiaa  a  plea  to  the  jurisaiction  of  the  court. 
Accordingly  it  has  been  held,  from  the  origin 
of  the  court  to  the  present  day,  that  Circuit 
Courts  have  not  been  made  by  Congress  the 
final  judges  of  their  own  jurisdiction  in  civil 
cases.  And  that  when  a  record  comes  here 
upon  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  and,  on  its 
inspection,  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the 
Circuit  Court  had  not  jurisdiction,  its  judg- 
ment must  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded, to  be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  defendant  in  error,  in 
this  case,  that  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  «<as 
a  sufficient  plea ;  that  it  shows,  on  inspection 
of  its  alleviations,  confessed  by  the  demurrer, 
that  the  pTaintiiT  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  state 
of  Missouri ;  that,  upon  this  record,  it  must 
appear  to  this  court  that  the  case  was  not 
witliin  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States, 
OS  defined  and  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
because  it  was  not  a  suit  by  a  citizen  of  one 
state  against  a  citizen  of  another  state. 

To  this  it  is  answered  first,  that  the  defend- 
ant, by  pleading  over,  after  the  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction  was  adjudge  dinsufficient,  finally 
waived  all  benefit  of  that  plea. 

When  that  plea  was  adjudged  insufficient, 
the  defendant  was  obliged  to  answer  over. 
He  held  no  alternative.  He  could  not  stop 
the  furtlier  progress  of  the  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  by  a  writ  of  error,  on  which  the  suffi- 
ciency of  his  ])lea  to  the  jurisdiction  could  be 
tried  in  this  court,  because  the  judgment  on 
that  plea  was  not  final,  and  no  writ  of  error 
would  lie.  He  was  forced  to  plead  to  the 
merits.  It  cannot  be  true,  then,  that  he 
waived  the  benefit  of  his  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
Vion  by  answering  over.  Waiver  includes  con- 
sent. Here  there  was  no  consent.  And  if 
tlie  benefit  of  the  plea  was  finally  lost,  it  must 
be,  not  by  any  waiver,  but  because  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  not  provided  nnv 
mode  of  reviewing  the  decision  of  the  Circuit 
Court  on  such  a  plea,  when  that  decision  is 
against  the  defendant  This  is  not  the  law. 
Whether  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  a 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  be  against  the  plaintifif, 
or  against  the  defendant,  the  losing  party  may 
have  any  alleged  error  in  law,  in  ruling  such 
a  plea,  examined  in  this  court  on  a  writ  of 
error,  when  tiie  matter  in  controversy  exceeds 
tlie  sum  or  value  of  two  thousand  dollars.  If 
the  decision  be  against  the  plaintiff*,  and  his 
Buit  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the 
judgment  is  technically  final,  and  he  may  at 
once  Bue  out  his  writ  of  error.    (Mollan  r. 


Torrance,  9  Wheat.  537).    If  the  deciMon 
against  the  defendant,  though  ho  must  «di 
over,  and  wait  for  a  final  •judgment  in 
cause,  he  may  then  have  his  writ  of  error, 
upon  it  obtain  the  judgment  of  this  oouvl 
any  question  of  law  apparent  on  the  reoQ 
touching  the  jurisdiction.    The  fact  thai 
pleaded  over  to  the  merits,  under  compolfl 
can  have  no  efi*ect  on  his  right  to  object  to 
jurisdiction.    If  this  were  not  so,  the  oa 
tion  of  the  two  parties  would  be  jip'OBsly 
equal.    For  if  a  plea  to  the  jurisdictioa 
ruled  against  the  plaintifi',  he  could  at 
take  his  writ  of  error,  and  have  the  ruling 
viewed  here ;  while,  if  the  same  plea 
ruled  against  the  defendant,  he  must  not 
wait  for  a  final  judgment,  but  could  in 
event  have  the  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court  i^ 
the  plea  reviewed  by  this  court.    I  know 
no  ground  for  saying  that  tlie  laws  of 
United  States  have  thus  discriminated  b€ 
the  parties  to  a  suit  in  its  courts. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  as  the  judi 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was  in  favor  of  the  ^ 
fendant,  and  the  writ  of  error  in  this  canfS 
was  sued  out  by  the  plaintiff,  the  defendantii 
not  in  a  condition  to  assign  any  error  in  thif 
record,  and  therefore  this  court  is  precludijfe 
from  considering  the  question  whether  ud^ 
Circuit  Court  had  jurisdiction. 

The  practice  of  this  court  does  not  requift 
a  technical  assignment  of  errors.  (See  tlie 
rule.)  Upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  whole  record 
is  open  for  inspection  ;  and  if  any  error  be 
found  in  it,  the  judgment  is  reversed.  (Bank 
of  U.  S.  V,  Smith,  II  Wheat.  171.) 

It  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  CAiort 
will  not  allow  a  party  to  rely  on  anything  a9 
cause  for  reversing  a  judgment,  which  was  for 
his  advantage.  In  tliis,  we  follow  an  ancient 
rule  of  the  common  law.  But  so  careful  was 
that  law  of  the  preservation  of  the  cour.««e  of 
its  courts,  that  it  made  an  exception  out  <»r 
that  general  rule,  and  allowed  a  party  to  ay 
sign  \ov  error  that  which  was  for  his  advan- 
tage, if  it  were  i  departure  by  the  court  itself 
from  its  settled  course  of  procedure.  The 
cases  on  this  subject  are  collected  in  Bac.  Ab., 
Error  II.  4.  And  this  court  followed  thi* 
practice  in  Capron  p.  Van  Noorden  (2  Cranch, 
12G),  where  tlie  plaintiff  below  procured  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  for  the  ucfendnnt,  on 
the  ground  that  the  plaintiff's  allegations  of 
citizenship  had  not  shown  jurisdiction. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  whether 
the  defendant  can  be  allowed  to  assign  want 
of  jurisdiction  as  an  error  in  a  judgment  in 
his  own  favor.  The  true  question  is,  not  what 
either  of  the  parties  may  be  oUowod  to  do, 
but  whether  this  court  vill  affirm  or  reverse 
a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  the  merits, 
when  it  appears  on  tlie  record,  by  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction,  that  it  is  a  case  to  whirh  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  «U>ci<  not 
extend.  The  course  of  the  court  is,  where  no 
motion  is  made  by  citlier  party,  on  its  own 
motion  to  reverse  such  a  judgment  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  not  only  in  cases  where  itk 
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riwim,  negatively,  by  a  plea  to  the  lurisdic- 
fioo,  that  jurisdiction  does  not  exist,  but  even 
vfaore  it  doca  not  appear,  affirmatively,  that 
El  does  esist.  (Pequignot  v.  The  Pennsylva- 
nia R.  R.  Co.,  16  How.  104.)  It  acts  upon 
Ihe  principle  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  must  not  be  exerted  in  a  cai?e 
ko  which  it  does  not  extend,  even  if  both  par- 
ties desire  to  have  it  exerted.  (Cutler  v.  Rae, 
T  How.  729.)  I  consider,  therefore,  that  when 
ilhere  was  a  pl^  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cii^ 
Mit  Coart  in  a  case  brought  here  by  a  writ 
ti  error,  the  first  duty  of  this  court  is,  sua 
Jipontf^  if  not  moved  to  it  by  either  party,  to 
'■samine  the  sufficiency  of  that  pica ;  and  \hu.s 
Id  take  care  that  neither  the  Circuit  Court  nor 
fliis  court  shall  use  the  judicial  power  of  the 
ITnited  States  in  a  case  to  which  the  ConHti- 
tntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  have 
not  extended  that  power. 

I  pnjceed,  theretore,  to  examine  the  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction. 

I  do  n<it  perceive  any  sound  reason  why  it 
b  not  to  be  judged  by  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mm  law  applicable  to  such  pleas.  It  is  true, 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court 
depends  on  the  citizenship  of  the  parties,  it  is 
faeumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  allc^  on  the 
record  the  necessary  citizenship;  but  when 
he  has  done  so,  the  defendant  must  interpr)sc 
a  plea  in  abatement,  the  allegations  whereof 
Aow  that  the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  ;  and 
it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  plea. 

In  Sheppard  r.  Graves  (14  How.  27),  the 
rales  on  this  subject  are  thus  stated  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court :  "  That  although,  in  the 
eoarts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary  to 
Mt  forth  the  grounds  of  their  cognisance  as 
eonrts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  yet  wherever 
jurisdiction  shall  bo  averred  in  the  pleadings, 
m  conformity  with  the  laws  creating  those 
eonrts,  it  must  be  taken,  prima  facie,  as  exist- 
ing ;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  him  who  would 
impeach  that  jurisdiction  for  causes  dehors 
the  pleading,  to  allege  and  prove  such  causes : 
tint  the  necessity  fur  the  allegation,  and  the 
harden  of  sustaining  it  by  proof,  l)otli  rest 
■pon  the  party  taking  the  exception.''  These 
positions  are  sustained  by  the  authorities  there 
cited,  as  well  as  by  Wickliffe  r.  Owings  (14 
How.  47). 

When,  therefore,  as  in  this  case,  the  neces- 
nry  averments  as  to  citizenship  are  made  on 
the  record,  and  jurisdiction  is  assumed  to 
nrist.  and  the  defendant  comes  by  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction  to  displace  that  presumption, 
he  occupies,  in  my  judgment,  precisely  the 
[Kisition  described  in  Bacon  Ab.,  Abatement: 
"Aliatement,  in  the  general  acceptation  of 
the  wonJ,  signifies  a  plea,  put  in  by  the  de- 
rendaiit,  in  which  he  shows  cause  to  the  court 
irhy  he  should  not  be  impleaded ;  or,  if  at 
ftlL'nt^t  in  the  manner  and  form  he  now  is." 

This  being,  then,  a  plea  in  abatement,  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  I  must  judge  of 
Tta  sufficiency  by  those  rules  of  the  common 
taw  r\»plica£le  to  such  pleas. 


The  plea  was  as  follows:  "And  the  said 
John  F.  A.  Sandford,  in  his  own  proper  per- 
son, comes  and  says  that  this  court  ought  not 
to  have  or  take  further  cognisance  of  the 
action  aforesaid,  because  he  says  that  said 
cause  of*  action,  and  each  and  every  of  them 
(if  any  such  have  accrued  to  the  said  Dred 
Scott),  accrued  to  the  said  Dred  Scott  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  and  exclusively 
within  the  jurisdicti«)n  of  the  courts  of  the 
state  of  Missouri ;  for  that,  to  wit,  the  said 
plaintiff,  Dred  Scott,  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  as  alleged  in  his  declaration, 
because  he  is  a  negro  of  African  descent ;  his 
ancestors  wore  of  pure  African  blood,  and 
were  brought  into  this  country  and  sold  as 
negro  slaves,  and  this  the  said  Sandford  is 
ready  to  verify.  Wherefore,  he  prays  judg- 
ment whether  "this  court  can  or  will  take  fur- 
ther cognisance  of  the  action  aforesaid." 

The  plaintiff  demurred,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was,  that  the  plea  was 
insufficient. 

I  cannot  treat  this  plea  as  a  general  traverse 
of  the  citizenship  alleged  by  the  plaintiff. 
Indeed,  if  it  were  so  treat  on,  the  plea  was 
clearly  bad,  for  it  concludes  with  a  verification, 
and  not  to  the  country,  at  a  general  traverse 
should.  And  though  this  defect  in  a  plea  in 
bar  must  be  pointed  out  by  a  special  demurrer, 
it  is  never  necessary  to  demur  specially  to  a 
plea  in  abatement ;  all  matters,  though  of 
form  only,  may  be  taken  advantage  of  upon  a 
general  demurrer  to  such  a  plea.  (Chitty  on 
PI.  4G5.) 

The  truth  is,  that  though  not  drawn  with 
the  utmost  technical  accuracy,  it  is  a  special 
traverse  of  tlie  plaintift'^s  allegation  of  citizen- 
ship, and  was  a  suitable  and  proper  mode  of 
traverse  under  the  circumstances.  By  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Stephen's  description  of  the  uses 
of  such  a  traverse,  contained  in  his  excellent 
analv^is  of  pleadings  (Steph.  on  PI.  176),  it 
will  be  seen  now  precisely  this  plea  meets  one 
of  his  descriptions.  No  doubt  the  defendant 
might  have  traversed,  !>v  a  common  or  gene- 
ral traverse,  the  plaintiff's  allegation  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  con- 
cluding to  the  country.  The  issue  thus  pre- 
sented being  joined,  would  have  involve<l 
matter  of  law,  on  which  tlie  jury  must  have 
passed,  under  the  direction  of  the  court.  But 
b^  traversing  the  plaintiff's  citizenship  spe- 
(nallv — that  is,  averring  those  facts  on  which 
the  defendant  relied  to  show  that  in  point  of 
law  the  plaintiff  was  not  a  citizen,  ana  basing 
the  traverse  on  those  facts  as  a  deduction 
therefrom — opportunity  was  given  to  do,  what 
was  done ;  that  is,  to  present,  directly  to  the 
court,  by  a  demurrer,  the  sufficiency  of  those 
facts  to  negative,  in  point  of  law,  the  plain- 
tiff's allegation  of  citizenship.  This,  then, 
being  a  special,  and  not  a  general  or  common 
traverse,  the  rule  is  settled,  that  the  facts  thus 
set  out  in  the  plea,  as  the  reason  or  ground 
of  the  traverse,  must  of  themselves  constitute, 
in  point  of  law,  a  negative  of  the  allegation 
Uius  traversed.    (Stephen  on  PI.  183 ;  Ch.  on 


176 


THE  POUnCAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


PI.  620.)  And  npon  a  demurrer  to  this  plea, 
the  question  which  arises  is,  whether  the  tacts, 
that  the  plaintiff  is  a  ne;^,  of  African  do- 
Boent,  whose  ancestors  were  of  pure  African 
blood,  and  were  brought  into  this  country  and 
sold  as  negro  slaves,  may  all  be  irue^  and  yel 
the  plaintiif  1h>  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  confer 
on  citizens  of  one  state  the  right  to  sue  citi- 
xens  of  another  state  in  the  Circuit  Courts, 
irndoubtedlj,  if  these  facts,  taken  toother, 
amount  to  an  allegation  that,  at  the  time  of 
action  brought,  the  plaintiff  was  himself  a 
slave,  the  pica  is  sufficient.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  plea,  in  legal  effect,  does  so 
aver,  because,  if  his  ancestors  were  sold  as 
slaves,  the  presumption  is  they  continued 
slaves;  and  if  so,  the  presumption  is,  the 
plaintiff  was  born  a  slave;  and  if  so,  the  pre- 
sumption is,  he  continued  to  be  a  slave  to  the 
time  of  action  brought. 

I  cannot  think  such  presumptions  can  be 
resorted  to,  to  help  out  defective  averments  in 
pleading;  especially,  in  pleading  in  abate- 
ment, where  the  utmost  certainty  and  preci- 
sion are  required.  (Chitty  on  PI.  457.)  That 
the  plaintiff  himself  was  a  slave  at  the  time  of 
action  brought,  is  a  substantive  fact,  having  no 
necessary  connexion  with  the  fact  lliat  his  par 
rents  were  sold  as  slaves.  For  they  might 
have  been  sold  after  he  was  bom ;  or  the 

f plaintiff  himself,  if  once  a  slave,  might  have 
>ecome  a  freeman  before  action  brought.  To 
aver  tliat  his  ancestors  were  sold  as  slaves,  is 
not  equivalent,  in  point  of  law,  to  an  aver- 
ment that  ho  was  a  slave.  If  it  were,  he 
could  not  even  confess  and  avoid  the  averment 
of  the  slavery  of  his  ancestors,  which  would 
be  monstrous ;  and  if  it  be  not  equivalent  in 
iH>int  of  law,  it  cannot  be  treated  as  amount- 
ing thereto  when  demurred  to  ;  for  a  demur- 
rer confesses  only  those  substantive  facts 
which  are  well  pleaded,  and  not  other  distinct 
substantive  facts  which  might  be  inferred 
therefrom  by  a  j»iry.  To  treat  an  averment 
that  the  plaintiff's  ancestors  were  Africans, 
bnraght  to  this  country  and  sold  as  slaves,  as 
amounting  to  an  averment  on  the  re(K)rd  that 
ho  was  a  slave,  because  it  may  lay  some  foun- 
dation for  presuming  so,  is  to  hold  tliat  the 
facts  actually  alleged  may  be  treated  as  in- 
tended as  evfdcnce  of  another  distinct  fact  not 
alleged.  But  it  is  a  cardinal  rule  of  pleading, 
laid  down  in  Dowman's  case  (9  Rep.  9  b),  and 
in  even  earlier  authorities  therein  referred  to, 
"  that  evidence  shall  never  be  pleaded,  for  it 
only  tends  to  prove  matter  of  fact ;  and  there- 
fore the  matter  of  fact  shall  be  pleaded."  Or, 
an  the  rule  is  sometimes  stated,  pleadings  must 
not  be  argumentative.  (Stephen  on  Pleading, 
384,  and  authorities  cited  hy  him.)  In  Com. 
Dig.,  Pleader  E.  3,  and  Bac.  Abridgment, 
Ploa<)  I,  5,  and  Stephen  on  PL,  many  decisions 
under  this  rule  are  collected.  In  trover,  for 
an  indenture  whereby  A  granted  a  manor,  it 
ia  no  plea  that  A  did  not  grant  the  manor,  for 


it  does  not  answer  the  declaration  except  by 
argument.     (Yel v.  223.) 

So  in  trespass  for  taking  and  carrying  away 
the  plaintiff's  goods,  the  defendant  pleaded 
that  the  plaintiff  never  had  any  goodH.  The 
court  saia,  "  this  is  an  infallible  argument  that 
the  defendant  is  not  guilty,  but  it  is  no  plea." 
(Dyer,  a  43.) 

In  ejectment,  the  defendant  pleaded  a  sur- 
render of  a  copyhold  hy  the  hanu  of  Fosset,  the 
steward.  The  plaintiff  replied,  that  Fosset 
was  not  steward.  The  court  held  this  no  is- 
sue, for  it  traversed  the  surrender  only  argn- 
mentatively.     (Cro.  Eliz.  260.) 

In  these  cases,  and  many  others  reported  in 
the  books,  the  inferences  from  the  facts  stated 
were  irresistible.  But  the  court  held  they  did 
not,  when  demurred  to,  amount  to  such  infer- 
able facts.  In  the  case  at  bar,  the  inference 
that  the  defendant  was  a  slave  at  the  time  of 
action  brought,  even  if  it  can  be  made  at  all, 
from  the  fact  that  his  parents  were  slaves,  is 
certainly  not  a  necessary  inference.  This 
case,  therefore,  is  like  that  of  Digby  v.  Alex- 
ander (8  Bing.  116).  In  that  case,  the  de- 
fendant pleaded  many  facts  strongly  tending 
to  show  that  he  was  once  Earl  of  Stirling ; 
but  as  there  was  no  positive  allegation  that  he 
was  BO  at  the  time  of  action  brought,  and  as 
every  fact  averred  might  be  true,  and  yet  the 
defendant  not  have  been  Earl  of  Stirling  at 
the  time  of  action  brought,  the  plea  was  held 
to  be  insufficient. 

A  lawful  seizin  of  land  is  presumed  to  con- 
tinue. But  if,  in  an  action  of  trespass  quart 
dawtum^  the  defendant  were  to  plead  that  he 
was  lawfully  seized  of  the  loru3  in  quo,  one 
month  before  the  time  of  the  alleged  trespass, 
I  should  have  no  dou})t  it  would  be  a  bad  plea. 
(See  Mollan  r.  Torrance,  9  Wheat.  537.)  So 
if  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction,  instead  of  alleging 
that  the  plaintiff  was  a  citizen  of  the  same 
state  as  the  defendant,  were  to  allege  that  the 
plaintiff's  ancc2»tors  were  citizens  of  that  state, 
I  think  the  plea  could  not  )>o  supported.  My 
judgment  w(mld  be,  as  it  is  in  this  case,  that 
if  the  defendant  meant  to  aver  a  partieular 
substantive  fact,  as  existing  at  the  time  of 
action  brought,  he  must  do  it  directly  and 
explicitly,  and  not  by  way  of  inference  from 
certain  other  averments,  which  are  quite  con- 
sistent with  the  contrary  hypothesis.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  treat  this  plea  as  containing  an 
averment  that  the  plaintiff  himself  was  a  slave 
at  the  time  of  action  brought ;  and  the  inquiry 
recurs,  whether  the  facts,  that  he  is  of  African 
descent,  and  that  his  parents  were  once  slaves, 
are  necessarily  inconsistent  with  his  own 
citizenship  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

In  Gassies  e.  Ballon  (6  Pet  761),  the  de- 
fendant was  described  on  the  record  as  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  rend- 
ing in  Louisiana.  The  court  held  this  eqaiy»- 
lent  to  an  averment  that  the  defendant  was  a 
citizen  of  Louisiana ;  becaoae  a  citizen  ef  the 
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Staiet,  residing  in  an^  state  of  the 
Union,  is,  for  parposes  of  jurisdiction,  a  citizen 
if  thai  ttate.  Now,  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction 
k  Uus  case  does  not  eontrovert  the  fact  that 
die  plaintiff  resided  in  Missouri  at  the  date  of 
the  writ.  If  he  did  then  reside  there,  and  was 
•bo  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  no  provi- 
ooDS  contained  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
3IiMoari  can  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  right 
to  aae  citizens  of  states  other  than  Missouri, 
in  the  ooarte  of  the  United  States. 

So  that,  under  the  allegations  contained  in 
thii  plea,  and  admitted  by  the  demurrer,  the 
attention  is,  whether  any  person  of  African 
deeeent,  whose  ancestors  were  sold  as  slaves 
in  the  United  States,  can  be  a  citizen  of  the 
Uailed  States.  If  any  such  person  can  be  a 
ciliuD,  this  plaintiff  has  the  right  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  that  he  is  so ;  for  no  cause 
ii  ihown  by  the  plea  why  he  is  not  so,  except 
his  deeeent  and  tne  slavery  of  his  ancestors. 

The  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Cuofldtution  uses  the  language,  "  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
«f  the  Constitution."  One  mode  of  approach- 
ing thie  question  is,  to  inquire  who  were  citi- 
wns  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
•dujption  of  the  Constitution. 

Gitiaens  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  can  have  been 
no  other  than  citizens  of  the  United  States 
under  the  Confederation.  By  the  Articles  of 
C^mfederation,  a  government  was  organized, 
the  etyle  whereof  was,  *'  The  Uuited  States  of 
Aaenca."  This  government  was  in  existence 
when  the  Constitution  was  framed  and  pro- 
fi'i«od  for  adoption,  and  was  to  be  superseded 
Hr  the  new  government  of  the  United  States 
■»f  America,  organized  under  the  Constitution. 
When,  therefore,  the  Constitution  speaks  of 
1-iusenship  of  the  United  States,  existing  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  tlie  Constitution,  it 
oiuet  necessarily  refer  to  citizenship  under 
the  ^Temment  which  existed  prior  to  and  at 
the  tune  of  such  adoption. 

Without  going  into  any  question  concerning 
the  povers  of  the  Confedferation  to  govern  the 
temtory  of  the  United  States  out  ot  the  limits 
uf  the  states,  and  consequently  to  sustain  the 
relatioii  of  government  and  citizen  in  respect 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  territory,  it  may 
nfelj  be  said  that  the  citizens  of  the  several 
ecetee  were  citizens  of  the  United  States  under 
the  Ccmfederation. 

That  government  was  simply  a  confederacy 
of  the  several  states,  possessing  a  few  defined 
powers  over  subjects  of  generu  concern,  each 
state  retaining  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and 
rights  not  expressly  aelegated  to  the  United 
litstnn  in  Congress  assembled.  And  no  power 
was  thus  delegated  to  the  government  of  the 
OonfiMieration,  to  act  on  any  question  of  citi- 
lenahip,  or  to  make  any  rules  in  respect 
thearalo.  The  whole  matter  was  left  to  stand 
npoo  the  action  of  the  several  states,  and  to 
the  nataral  consequence  of  such  action,  that 
the  eitisens  of  each  state  should  be  citizens  of 
thai  Oonfederacy  into  which  that  state  had 
12 


entered,  the  style  whereof  was,.  "The  United 
States  of  America." 

To  determine  whether  any  free  persons,  de> 
scended  from  Africans  held  in  slavery,  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  tne  Con- 
federation, and  consequently  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  It  is  only  necessary  to  know  whether 
any  such  persons  were^itizens  of  either  of  the 
states  under  the  Confederation,  at  the  time  of 
the  adaption  of  the  Constitution. 

Of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt.  At  the  time 
of  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration, all  free  native-bom  inhabitants  of  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Carolina, 
though  descended  from  African  slaves,  were 
not  only  citizens  of  those  states,  but  such  of 
them  as  had  the  other  necessary  qnalifications 
possessed  the  franchise  of  electors,  on  equal 
terms  with  other  citizens. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  in 
the  case  of  The  State  r.  Manuel  (4  Dev.  and 
Bat.  20),  has  declared  the  law  of  that  state  on 
this  subject,  in  terms  which  I  )>elieve  to  be  as 
sound  law  in  tlie  other  states  I  have  enume- 
rated, as  it  was  in  North  Carolina. 

"  According  to  the  laws  of  this  state,"  says 
Judge  Gaston  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  "  all  human  beings  within  it,  who  are 
not  slaves,  fall  within  one  of  two  classes. 
Whatever  distinctions  may  have  existed  in 
the  lloman  laws  between  citizens  and  free  in- 
habitants, they  are  unknown  to  our  institu- 
tions. Before  our  Revolution,  all  free  persons 
born  within  the  dominions  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  whatever  their  color  or  com- 
plexion, were  native-born  British  subjects — 
those  bom  out  of  his  allc^riance  were  aliens. 
Slavery  did  not  exist  in  Eiigland,  but  it  did 
in  the  British  colonics.  Slaves  were  not  in 
legal  parlance  persons,  but  property.  The* 
moment  the  incapacity,  the  disqualification 
of  slavery,  was  removecf,  they  l)ecame  persons,, 
and  were  then  either  British  subjects,  or  not 
British  subjects,  according  as  they  were  or 
wore  not  born  within  the  allegiance  of  the- 
British  king.  Upon  the  Revolution,  no  other 
change  took  place  in  the  laws  of  North  Caro- 
lina, than  was  consequent  on  the  transition 
from  a  colony  dependent  on  a  European  king, 
to  a  free  and  sovereign  state.  Slaves  re- 
mained slaves.  British  subjects  in  North 
Carolina  became  North  Carolina  freemen. 
Foreij^ers,  until  made  members  of  the  state, 
remained  aliens.  Slaves,  manumitted  hero, 
became  freemen,  and  therefore,  if  bom  within 
North  Carolina,  are  citizens  of  North  Carolina, 
and  all  free  persons  born  within  the  state  are  * 
born  citizens  of  the  state.  The  Constitution 
extended  the  elective  franchise  to  every  free- 
man who  had  arrived  at  the  aj^e  of  twenty-one, 
and  paid  a  public  tax  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
universal  notoriety,  that,  under  it,  free  per- 
sons, without  regard  to  color,  claimed  and 
exercised  the  franchise,  until  it  was  taken 
from  free  men  of  color  a  few  years  since  bj. 
oar  amended  Constitation.^' 
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Iif  The  State  v.  Newoomb  (5  Iredell's  R. 

253^,  decided  in  1844,  the  some  court  referred 
to  this  case  of  The  State  o.  Manuel,  and  said : 
*'  That  case  underwent  a  very  laborious  inves- 
tigation, both  by  the  bar  and  the  bench.  The 
case  was  brought  here  by  appeal,  and  was 
felt  to  be  one  oi  great  importance  in  principle. 
It  was  considorcNl  with  an  anxiety  and  care 
worthy  of  the  principle  invoWed,  and  which 
gave  it  a  controlling  influence  and  authority 
on  all  questions  of  a  similar  character," 

An  argument  from  speculat'^ye  premises, 
however  well  chosen,  that  the  then  state  of 
opinion  in  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts was  not  consistent  with  the  natural 
rights  of  people  of  color  who  were  born  on 
that  soil,  and  that  they  were  not,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  1780  of  that  state,  admitted  to  the 
oondition  of  citiEcns,  would  be  received  with 
surprise  by  the  people  of  that  state,  who  know 
their  own  politicid  history.  It  is  true,  beyond 
all  controversy,  tliat  persons  of  color,  de- 
scended from  African  slaves,  were  by  that 
constitution  made  citizens  of  the  state ;  and 
such  of  them  as  have  had  the  necessary  quali- 
iications,  have  held  and  exercised  the  elective 
franchise,  as  citizens,  from  that  time  to  the 
prcHent.    (See  Com.  v,  Aves,  18  Pick,  R.  210.) 

The  constitution  of  New  Ilampshire  con- 
ferred the  elective  franchise  upon  "  every  in- 
liabitant  of  the  state  having  the  necessary 
qualifications,"  of  which  color  or  descent  was 
not  one. 

The  constitution  of  New  York  gave  the 
right  to  vote  to  ''  every  male  inhabitant  who 
shall  have  resided,"  &c. ;  making  no  discrimi- 
nation }>etwcen  free  colored  persons  and 
others.  (See  Con.  of  N.  Y.,  Art.  2,  Rev. 
Stats,  of  N.  Y.,  vol.  1,  p.  126.) 

That  of  New  Jersey,  to  *'  all  inhabitants  of 
this  colony,  of  full  age,  who  are  worth  £50 
proclamation  money,  clear  estate." 

New  York,  by  its  constitution  of  1820,  re- 
i^uired  colored  persons  to  have  some  qualifica- 
tions as  prerequisites  for  votine,  which  white 
persons  need  not  possess.  And  New  Jersey, 
uy  its  present  constitution,  restricts  the  right 
to  vote  to  white  male  citizens.  But  these 
changes  can  have  no  other  effect  upon  the 
present  inquiry,  except  to  show,  that  before 
they  were  mode,  no  such  restrictions  existed ; 
and  oolorcil  in  common  with  white  persons, 
were  not  only  citizens  of  those  states,  but  en- 
titled to  the  elective  franchise  on  the  same 
qualifications  as  white  persons,  as  they  now 
are  in  New  Ilampshire  and  Massachusetts.  I 
shall  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
existing  opinions  of  that  period  respecting  the 
African  race,  nor  into  any  discussion  concern- 
ing the  meaning  of  those  who  asserted,  in 
tlie  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all 
men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalien- 
able rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  lil^rty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  nappiness.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  a  calm  comparison  of  tliese 
assertions  of  universal  abstract  truths,  and  of 
their  own  individual  opinions  and  acts,  would 


not  leave  these  men  under  any.reproaoh  of 
inoonsistencY ;  that  the  great  truths  thej  as» 
sorted  on  that  solemn  occasion,  they  were 
ready  and  anxious  to  make  effectual,  wherever 
a  necessary  regard  to  circumstances,  whieh 
no  statesman  can  disregard  without  producing 
more  evil  than  good,  would  allow ;  and  thai 
it  would  not  be  just  to  them,  nor  true  in  itself, 
to  allege  that  they  intended  to  say  that  the 
Creator  of  all  men  had  endowed  the  whitt 
race,  exclusively,  with  the  great  natural  rightt 
which  the  Declaration  oi  Independence  as- 
serts. But  this  is  not  the  place  to  vindioat* 
their  memory.  As  I  conceive,  we  should  deal 
hero,  not  with  such  disputes,  if  there  can  ba 
a  dispute  concerning  tnis  subject,  but  with 
those  substantial  facts  evinced  by  the  written 
constitutions  of  states,  and  bv  uie  notorious 
practice  under  them.  And  they  show,  in  a 
manner  which  no  ar^ment  can  obscure,  thai 
in  some  of  the  original  thirteen  states,  fnm 
colored  persons,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  were  citiiena 
of  those  states. 

The  fourth  of  the  fundamental  Articles  of 
the  Confederation  was  as  follows :  **  The  free 
inhabitants  of  each  of  these  states,  paupers, 
vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice,  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several 
states." 

The  fact  that  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens  of  some  of  the  several  states,  and  the 
consequence,  that  this  fourth  Article  of  the 
Confederation  would  have  the  effect  to  conf^ 
on  such  persons  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  general  citizenship,  were  not  only 
known  to  those  who  framed  and  adopted 
those  articles,  but  the  evidence  is  decisive, 
that  the  fourth  aKicle  was  intended  to  have 
that  effect,  and  that  more  restricted  language, 
which  would  have  excluded  such  persons,  was 
deliberately  and  purposely  rejected. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1778,  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  being  under  consideration  by 
the  Congress,  the  delegates  from  South  Caro- 
lina moved  to  amend  this  fourth  article,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  **  free,"  and  before 
the  word  "  inhabitant*,"  the  word  "  white," 
so  that  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  gene- 
ral citizenship  would  ]>e  secured  only  to  white 
persons.  Two  states  voted  for  the  amendment, 
eight  states  against  it,  and  the  vote  of  one 
state  was  divided.  The  language  of  the  arti- 
cle stood  unchanged,  and  lioth  by  its  terras 
of  inclusion,  "free  inhabitants,"  and  the 
strong  implication  from  its  terms  of  exclu- 
sion, '*  paupers,  vagalfonds,  and  fugitives  from 
justice,  wno  alone  were  excepted,  it  is  clear, 
that  under  tlie  Confederation,  and  at  the  time 
*of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  free  colored 
persons  or  African  descent  might  be,  and,  by 
reason  of  their  citizenship  in  certain  states, 
were,  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  ininiunities 
of  general  citizenship  of  the  United  States. 

Did  the  Constitution  of  the  United,  States  de- 
prive them  or  their  descendants  of  citizenship  T 

That  Constitution  was  ordained  and  esta- 
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Uiriaad  bj  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
thfoagh  the  aotiOD,  in  each  state,  of  those 
ftnQum  who  wore  qualified  by  its  laws  to  act 
theraon,  in  behalf  of  thomselyes  and  all  other 
tsitiBene  of  that  state.  In  some  of  the  states, 
M  we  hare  seen,  colored  persons  were  among 
ifaoae  qualified  by  law  to  act  on  this  subject. 
These  colored  persons  were  not  only  included 
in  the  body  of  "the  people  of  tne  United 
•  fitaies,''  by  whom  the  Constitution  was  or- 
>4«ned  and  established,  but  in  at  least  five  of 
the  etates  they  had  the  power  to  act,  and 
4Mibiles6  did  act,  by  their  suffrages,  upon  the 
fnertioii  of  its  adoption.  It  would  be  strange, 
u  we  were  to  find  in  that  instrument  anything 
which  deprived  of  their  citizenship  any  part 
cf  the  people  of  the  United  States  who  were 
aBKMig  those  by  whom  it  was  established. 

I  can  find  nothing  in  the  Constitution 
which,  propria  vigare,  deprives  of  their  citi- 
aenship  any  class  of  persons  who  were  citizens 
«£  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion, or  who  should  be  native-born  citizens  of 
any  state  after  its  adoption ;  nor  any  power 
caaUing  Congress  to  disfranchise  persons 
bom  on  the  soil  of  any  state,  and  entitled  to 
dtisenship  of  such  state  by  its  Constitution 
and  lawa.  And  my  opinion  is,  that,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  every 
free  person  )x)m  on  the  soil  of  a  state,  who  is 
a  citizen  of  that  state  by  force  of  its  Constitu- 
tion or  laws,  is  also  a  citizen  of  the  United 
StatesL 

I  wiU  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  that 
opinion. 

The  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution  uses  the  language,  "  a  natural- 
bom  citizen.''  It  thus  asnumes  that  citizen- 
ship may  he  acquired  by  birth.  Undoubtedly, 
this  language  of  the  Constitution  was  used  m 
reference  tu  that  principle  of  public  law,  well 
understood  in  this  country  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  referred 
cttizenship  to  the  place  of  birth.  At  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  and  ever  since,  the 
feeeived  general  doctrine  has  been,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  common  law,  that  free  persons 
bom  within  either  of  the  colonies  were  sub- 
iects  of  the  king ;  that  by  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  the  consequent  acquisition 
I  of  sovereignty  by  the  several  states,  all  such 
persons  ceased  to  be  subjects,  and  became 
citiiens  of  the  several  states,  except  so  far  as 
MBie  of  them  were  disfranchised  by  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  states,  or  availed  them- 
selvea,  seasonably,  of  the  ri^ht  to  adhere  to 
the  British  Crown  in  the  civil  contest,  and 
thus  to  continue  British  subjects.  (Mcllvain 
9.  Coxe's  Lessee,  4  Cranch,  209;  Inglis  o. 
Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  3  Peters,  p.  99 ;  Shanks 
p.  Dupont,  Ibid.  p.  242.) 

The  Constitution  having  recognised  the  rule 
that  persons  l)orn  within  uie  several  states  are 
intizens  of  the  United  States,  one  of  four  things 
must  be  true : — 

First.  That  the  Constitution  itself  has  de- 
scribed what  native-bom  persons  shall  or  shall 
not  be  citiaens  of  the  United  States ;  or, 


I  Second,  That  it  has  empowered  Congress  to 
do  so ;  or, 

Third,  That  all  free  persons,  bom  witliin 
the  several  states,  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  or. 

Fourth,  That  it  is  left  to  each  state  to  deter- 
mine what  free  persons,  bom  within  it»  liinitjt, 
shall  be  citizens  of  such  state,  and  thereby  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

•If  there  be  such  a  thing  as  citizensliip  of  the 
United  States  acquired  by  birth  within  tlio 
states,  which  the  Constitution  expressly  recot;- 
nises,  and  no  one  denies,  then  these  four  niter- 
natives  embrace  the  entire  subject,  and  it  only 
remains  to  select  that  one  which  is  true. 

That  the  Constitution  itself  has  defined 
citizenship  of  the  United  States  by  declaring 
what  persons,  bom  within  the  several  states, 
shall  or  shall  not  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  will  not  be  pretended.  It  contains  no 
such  declaration.  We  may  dismiss  the  first 
alternative,  as  without  doubt  unfounded. 

Has  it  cm])owerod  Congress  to  enact  what 
free  persons,  born  within  the  several  states, 
shall  or  shsdl  not  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States? 

Bef<»re  examining  the  various  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  which  may  relate  to  this 
question,  it  is  important  to  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment the  substantial  nature  of  this  inquiry. 
It  is,  in  effect,  whether  the  Constitution  has 
empowered  Congress  to  create  privileged 
classes  within  the  states,  who  alone  can  be 
entitled  to  the  franchises  and  powers  of  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States.  If  it  be  admitted 
that  the  Constitution  has  enabled  Congress  to 
declare  what  free  persons,  born  within  the 
several  states,  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  it  must  at  the  same  time  be  admitted 
that  it  is  an  unlimited  power.  If  this  subject 
is  within  the  control  of  Congress,  it  must  de- 
pend wholly  on  its  discretion.  For,  certainly, 
no  limits  of  that  discretion  con  be  found  in 
the  Constitution,  which  is  wholly  silent  con- 
cerning it ;  and  the  necessary  consequence  is, 
that  the  federal  government  may  select  classes 
of  persons  within  the  several  states  who  alone 
can  be  entitled  to  the  political  privileges  of 
citizenship  of  the  United  States,  if  this  power 
exists,  what  persons  born  within  the  states  may 
be  President  or  Vice  iVesident  of  the  United 
States,  or  members  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, or  hold  any  office  or  enjoy  any  privilege 
whereof  citizenship  of  the  United  States  is  a 
necessary  qualification,  must  depend  solely  on 
the  will  of  Congress.  By  virtue  of  it,  though 
Congress  can  grant  no  title  of  nobility,  they 
may  create  an  oligarchy,  in  whose  hands 
would  be  concentrated  the  entire  power  of  the 
federal  governments 

It  is  a  substantive  power,  distinct  in  its 
nature  fn)m  all  others ;  capable  of  affecting 
not  only  the  relations  of  the  states  to  the  gen- 
eral government,  but  of  controlling  the  politi- 
cal condition  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statet*. 
Certainly  we  ought  to  find  this  power  granted 
by  the  Constitution,  at  least  by  some  necessary 
I  inference,  before  we  can  say  it  does  not  remain 
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to  the  states  or  the  people.  I  proceed  there- 
fore to  examine  all  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  may  have  some  bearing  on  this 
subject. 

Among  the  powers  expressly  granted  to 
Congress  is  "  the  power  to  estabush  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization.''  It  is  not  doubted  that 
this  is  a  power  to  prescribe  a  rule  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  disabilities  consequent  on  foreign 
birth.  To  hold  that  it  extends  further  than 
this,  would  do  violence  to  the  meaning  of  the 
term  naturalization,  fixed  in  the  common  law 
(Co.  lit  8  a,  129  a;  2  Yes.  sen.  2^;  2  Bl. 
Com.  293),  and  in  the  minds  of  those  who  con- 
curred in  framing  and  adopting  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  in  this  sense  of  conferring  on  an 
alien  and  his  issue  the  rights  and  powers  of  a 
native-bom  citizen,  that  it  was  employed  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  was  in 
this  sense  it  was  expounded  in  the  Federalist 
(No.  42),  has  been  understood  by  Congress, 
by  the  judiciary  (2  Wheat  259,  209 ;  3  Wash. 
R.  313,  322 ;  12  Wheat  277),  and  by  com- 
mentators on  the  Constitution.  (3  Story's 
Com.  on  Con.  I-^ ;  I  Rawle  on  Con.  84r-8d ;  1 
Tucker's  Bl.  Com.  App.  255-259.) 

It  appears,  then,  ttiat  the  only  power  ex- 
pressly granted  to  Congress  to  legislate  con- 
cerning citizenship,  is  confined  to  uie  removal 
of  the  disabilities  of  foreign  birtli. 

Whether  there  be  any  wing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion from  which  a  broader  power  may  be 
implied,  will  best  bo  seen  when  we  como  to 
examine  the  two  other  alternatives,  which  are, 
whether  all  free  persons,  bom  on  the  soil  of 
the  several  states,  or  only  such  of  them  as 
may  be  citizens  of  each  state,  respectively, 
are  thereby  citizens  of  tlie  United  States. 
The  last  of  these  alternatives,  in  my  judgment, 
contains  the  truth. 

UudoubtedJT,  as  has  already  been  said,  it  is 
a  principle  of  public  law,  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  itself,  that  birth  on  the  soil  of  a 
country  both  creates  the  duties  and  confers 
the  rights  of  citizenship.  But  it  must  be  re- 
meml^red,  that  though  the  Constitution  was 
to  form  a  government,  and  under  it  tlie  United 
States  of  America  were  to  l>e  one  united  sov- 
ereign nation,  to  which  loyalty  and  obedience 
on  tno  one  side,  and  from  which  protection 
and  privileges  on  the  other,  would  be  due,  yet 
the  several  sovereign  states,  whose  people 
were  then  citizens,  were  not  only  to  continue 
in  existence,  but  with  powers  unimpaired,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  wore  granted  by  the  people 
to  the  national  government. 

Among  the  powers  unquestionably  pos- 
sessed by  the  several  states,  was  that  or  de- 
termining what  persons  should  and  what 
f>er8ons  should  not  be  citizens.  It  was  prac- 
ticable to  confer  on  the  government  or  the 
Union  this  entire  power.  It  embraced  what 
may,  well  enough  for  the  purpose  now  in 
view,  be  divided  into  three  parts.  First: 
The  power  to  remove  the  aisabilitics  of 
•lienaj^,  either  by  special  acts  in  reference  to 
each  individual  case,  or  by  establishing  a 
rule  of  natunUiiatioii  to  be  •dministered  md 


applied  by  the  courts.  Second :  Determining 
what  persons  should  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
citizenship,  in  respect  to  the  internal  afiairs 
of  the  several  states.  Third:  What  native 
bom  persons  should  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

The  first-named  power,  that  of  establishins; 
a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  was  granted : 
and  here  the  grant,  according  to  its  terms, 
stopped.  Construing  a  Constitution  contain- 
ing only  limited  and  dofined  powers  of  govern- 
ment, the  argument  derived  from  this  definite 
and  restricted  power  to  establish  a  rule  of 
naturalization,  must  be  admitted  to  be  exceed- 
ingly stronj;.  I  do  not  say  it  is  necessarily 
deoinive.  It  might  be  controlled  by  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution.  But  when  thia 
particular  subject  of  citizenship  was  under 
consideration,  and,  in  the  clause  specially  in- 
tended to  define  the  extent  of  power  concern- 
ing it,  we  find  a  particular  part  of  this  entire 
power  separated  from  the  residue,  and  con- 
ferred on  the  general  government,  there  arisee 
a  strong  presumption  that  this  is  all  which  is 
granted,  and  that  the  residue  is  left  to  the 
states  and  to  the  people.  And  this  presump- 
tion is,  in  my  opmion,  converted  into  a  cer- 
tainty, by  an  examination  of  all  such  other 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  as  touch  this 
subject 

I  will  examine  each  which  can  have  any 
possible  bearing  on  this  question. 

The  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitution  is,  "The 
judicial  power  shall  extend  to  controversies 
between  a  state  and  citizens  of  another  state ; 
between  citizens  of  different  states ;  between 
citizens  of  the  same  state,  claiming  lands  wi- 
der grants  of  different  states ;  and  between 
states,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
states,  citizens,  or  subjects.''  I  do  not  think 
this  clause  has  any  considerable  bearing  upon 
the  particular  inquiry  now  under  considera- 
tion. Its  purpose  was,  to  extend  the  judicial 
power  to  those  controversies  into  which  local 
feelings  or  interests  might  so  enter  as  to  dis- 
turb the  course  of  justice,  or  give  rise  to 
suspicions  that  they  had  done  so,  and  thus 
possibly  ^ve  occasion  to  jealousy  or  ill  will 
between  different  states,  or  a  particular  state 
and  a  foreign  nation.  At  the  same  time,  I 
would  remark,  in  passing,  that  it  has  never 
Ix^cn  held,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever 
been  supposed,  that  any  citizen  of  a  state 
could  bring  himself  under  this  clause  and  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1789,  passed  in  pursuance  of  it,  who 
was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  But 
I  have  referred  to  the  clause,  only  because  it 
is  one  of  the  places  where  citizenship  is  men- 
tioned by  the  Constitution.  Whetncr  it  is 
entitled  to  any  weight  in  this  inquiry  or  not, 
it  refers  only  to  citizenship  of  the  pcvernl 
states ;  it  recognises  that ;  but  it  does  not  re- 
cognise citizenship  of  the  United  States  as 
something  distinct  therefrom. 

As  has  l>een  said,  the  purpose  of  this  clnu««) 
did  not  neoessarUy  oonneot  it  with  eitisenship 
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i  tlie  United  States,  even  if  that  were  some- 
iing  distinct  from  citizenship  of  the  several 
ffateri,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Constitu- 
ML  This  cannot  he  said  of  other  clauses  of 
ibe  Constitution,  which  I  now  proceed  to  re- 
fier  to. 

"  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  he  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
')f  the  several  states."  Nowhere  else  in  the 
Constitution  is  there  anything;  concerning  a 
l^eneral  citizenship ;  but  here,  privileges  and 
inununities  to  be  enjoyed  throughout  the 
roiled  States,  under  and  by  force  of  the  na- 
tiunal  compact,  are  granted  and  secured.  In 
«elecuDg  those  who  are  to  enjoy  these  national 
rights  of  citizenship,  how  are  tliey  described? 
.is  citizens  of  each  state.  It  is  to  them  these 
national  rights  are  secured.  The  qualifica- 
tiijn  fur  them  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  any 
pniriaiooi  of  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the 
t nited  States.  They  are  to  be  citizens  of  the 
!<everal  states,  and,  as  such,  the  privileges 
aocl  imiaunities  of  general  citizenship,  derived 
frum  and  guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  are 
Vi  be  enjoyed  by  them.  It  would  seem  that 
if  it  hail  h^n  intended  to  constitute  a  class  of 
Dative  born  persons  within  the  states,  who 
•hould  derive  their  citizoriMhip  of  the  United 
State'*  from  the  ai^tion  of  the  Federal  Govcrn- 
ment,  this  was  an  occasion  for  referring  to 
ihem.  It  cannot  be  suppotsod  that  it  was  the 
purpose  of  this  article  to  confer  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  all  tlie  states 
upon  persons  not  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

And  if  it  was  intended  to  secure  these 
rights  only  to  citizens  of  the  United  State<«, 
how  has  the  Constitution  here  described  such 
persons  f     Simply  as  citizens  of  each  state. 

But,  further:  though,  as  I  shall  presently 
more  fully  state,  I  do  not  think  the  enjovment 
uf  the  elective  franchise  essential  to  cuizen- 
ship,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  is  one  of  the 
chiefest  attributes  of  citizenship  under  the 
American  constitutions  ;  and  the  just  and 
constitutional  possession  of  this  right  is  de- 
risive evidence  of  citizenship.  The  provisions 
made  by  a  constitution  on  this  subject  must 
therefore  be  looked  to  as  bearing  directly  on 
the  question  what  persons  are  citizens  under 
that  constitution;  and  as  being  decisive,  to 
this  extent,  that  nil  such  persons  as  are  allowed 
by  the  Constitution  to  exercise  the  elective 
fraochise,  and  thus  t4)  participate  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  must  be  deemed 
citiacns  of  the  United  States. 

llere,  asain,  the  consideration  presses  itself 
upon  us,  that  if  there  was  designed  to  be  a 
particuh&r  class  of  native  bom  persons  within 
the  states,  deriving  their  citizenship  fn^n  the 
Constitution  and  Taws  of  the  United  States, 
they  should  at  least  have  been  referred  to  as 
those  by  whom  the  President  and  House  of 
Representatives  were  to  be  elected,  and  to 
vhom  they  should  be  responsible. 

Instead  of  that,  we  again  find  this  subject 
referred  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states.  The 
electora  of  President '  are  to  be  appointed  in 
Aieh  manner  as  the  legislaiuxo  or  each  state 


may  direct,  and  the  qualifications  of  electora 
of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  the  same  as  for  electors  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  state  legislature. 

Laying  aside,  then,  the  case  of  aliens,  con- 
cerning which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  nas  provided,  and  c-onfining  our  view  to 

I  free  persons  born  within  tlie  several  states,  we 
find  that  the  Constitution  has  recognised  tlie 
general  principle  of  public  law,  that  allegiance 
and  citizenship  depend  on  the  place  of  birth ; 
that  it  has  not  attempted  practically  to  apply 
this  principle  by  designating  the  particular 
classes  of  persons  who  should  or  snould  not 
come  under  it ;  that  when  we  turn  to  the  Con- 
stitution for  an  answer  to  the  question,  what 
free  pcrsonn,  born  within  the  several  states, 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  only 
answer  we  can  receive  from  any  of  its  express 
provisions  is,  the  citizens  of  tlie  several  states 
arc  to  enjoy  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 

'  citizens  in  every  state,  and  their  franchise  as 
electors  under  the  Constitution  depends  on 
their  citizenship  in  the  several  states.     Add 

;  to  this,  that  the  Constitution  was  ordnine<l  by 

i  the  citizens  of  the  several  states ;  that  they 
were  "  the  people  of  the  United  States,"  for 
whom  and  whose  posterity  the  government 
was  declare<l  in  the  preamble  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  })e  made ;  that  each  of  them  was  "  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,''  within  the 
meaning  of  those  words  in  that  instrument ; 
that  by  them  the  government  was  to  be  and 
was  in  fact  or;ranize<l ;  and  that  no  power  if 
conferred  <in  the  government  of  the  Union  to 
discriminate  botwcon  them,  or  to  disfranchise 
any  of  them — the  necessary  conclusion  is,  that 
those  persons  lx)rn  within  the  several  states, 
who,  by  fon*e  of  their  respective  constitu- 
tions and  laws,  are  citizens  of  the  state,  are 
thereby  citizens  of  the  Unite<l  States. 

It  limy  be  proper  here  to  notice  some  sup- 
posed objet*tions  to  this  view  of  the  subject. 

It  lias  been  often  asserted  that  the  Consti- 
tution was  made  exclusively  by  and  for  the 
white  rn<;e.  It  has  already  l>een  shown  that 
in  five  of  the  thirteen  original  states,  colored 
persons  then  possessed  the  elective  franchise, 
and  were  among  those  by  wliom  the  Constitu- 
tion was  ordained  and  established.  If  so,  it 
is  not  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  Consti- 
tution was  made  exclusively  by  the  white 
race.  And  that  it  was  made  exclusively  for 
the  white  race  is,  in  my  o]iinion,  not  onfy  an 
assumption  not  warranted  by  anything  in  the 
Constitution,  but  contradictetl  by  its  opening 
declaration,  that  it  was  ordained  and  estaS- 
lishetl  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for 
themselves  and  tlieir  posterity.  And  as  free 
colored  persons  were  tnon  citizens  of  at  least 
five  states,  and  so  in  every  sense  part  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  tliey  were  among 
those  for  whom  and  whose  posterity  the  Con- 
stitution was  ordained  and  established. 

Agaiiif  it  has  been  objected  that  if  the  Con- 
stitution has  left  to  the  several  states  the 
netful  power  to  determine  who  of  their  iop 
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no  tribunal,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  whether  it  be  legislative,  exe- 
cutive, or  judicial,  has  a  right  to  draw  8uch  a 
distinction,  or  deny  to  it  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions and  guarantees  which  have  been  pro- 
vided for  the  protection  of  private  property 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Now,  as  we  have  already  said  in  an  earlier 
part  of  this  opinion,  up(»n  a  different  point, 
the  right  of  property  in  a  slave  is  distmctly 
and  expressly  affirmed  in  the  Constitution. 
The  right  to  traffic  in  it,  like  an  ordinary 
article  of  merchandise  and  property,  was  gua- 
rantied to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
every  state  that  might  desire* it,  for  twenty 
years.  And  the  government  in  express  terms 
IS  pledged  to  protect  it  in  all  future  time,  if 
the  slave  escapes  from  his  owner.  This  is 
done  in  plain  words — ^too  plain  to  be  misun- 
derstood. And  no  word  can  be  found  in  the 
Constitution  which  gives  Congress  a  greater 
power  over  slave  |)roperty,  or  which  entitles 
property  of  that  kind  to  less  protection  than 
property  of  any  other  description.  The  only 
power  conferred  is  the  power  coupled  with  the 
duty  of  guarding  and  protecting  the  owner  in 
his  rights. 

Upon  these  considerations,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  tne  court  that  the  act  of  Congress  which 
prohibited  a  citizen  from  holding  and  owning 

Eroperty  of  this  kind  in  the  territory  of  the 
nitcd  States  north  of  the  line  therein  men- 
tioned, is  not  warranted  by  tlie  Constitution, 
and  is  therefore  void ;  and  that  neither  Dred 
Scott  hiuiHolf,  nor  any  of  his  family,  were 
made  free  by  being  carried  into  this  territory ; 
even  if  they  had  been  carried  there  by  the 
owner,  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a  per- 
manent resident. 

We  have  so  far  examined  the  case,  as  it 
stands  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  powers  thereby  delegated  to 
the  federal  government. 

But  there  is  another  point  in  the  case  which 
depends  on  state  power  and  state  law.  And 
it  18  contende<l,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
that  he  is  made  free  by  being  taken  to  Rock 
Island,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  independently 
of  his  residence  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  and  being  so  made  free,  he  was  not 
again  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery  by  being 
brought  back  to  Missouri. 

Our  notice  of  this  part  of  the  case  will  be 
very  brief;  for  the  principle  on  which  it  de- 
pends was  decided  m  this  court,  upon  much 
consideration,  in  tlie  case  of  Strader  et  al.  v, 
Graham,  reported  in  10th  Howard,  82.  In 
that  case,  the  slaves  had  been  taken  from 
Kentucky  to  Ohio,  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  and  afterwards  brought  back  to  Ken- 
tuokv.  And  this  court  held  tliat  their  sicUvs 
or  condition,  as  free  or  slave,  de})ended  upon 
the  laws  of  Kentucky,  when  they  were  brought 
back  into  that  state,  and  not  of  Ohio ;  and  that 
this  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  revise  the 
judgment  of  a  state  court  upon  its  own  laws. 
This  was  the  point  directly  before  the  court, 


and  the  decision  that  iiiis  court  had  not  juris- 
diction turned  upon  it,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
report  of  the  case. 

So  in  this  case.  As  Scott  was  a  slave  when 
taken  into  the  state  of  Illinois  by  his  ownt^r, 
and  was  there  held  as  such,  and  brought  bac^ 
in  that  character,  his  status,  as  free  or  slave, 
depended  on  the  laws  of  Missouri,  and  not  uf 
Illinois. 

It  has,  however,  been  urged  in  the  argu- 
ment, that  by  the  laws  of  Missouri  he  was  fret 
on  his  return,  and  that  this  case,  therefore, 
cannot  be  governed  by  the  case  of  Strader  et 
al.  V,  Graham,  where  it  appeared,  by  the  laws 
of  Kentucky,  that  the  plaintiffs  continued  to 
be  slaves  on  their  return  from  Ohio.  But 
whatever  doubts  or  opinions  may,  at  one  time, 
have  been  entertiuned  upon  this  subject,  we 
are  satisfied,  upon  a  careful  examination  of 
all  the  cases  decided  in  the  state  courts  of 
Missouri  referred  to,  that  it  is  now  firmly 
settled  by  the  xiecisions  of  the  highest  court 
in  the  state,  that  Scott  and  his  family  upon 
their  return  were  not  free,  but  were,  by  the 
laws  of  Missouri,  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  had  no  jurisdiction,  when,  by  the  laws 
of  the  state,  the  plaintiff*  was  a  slave,  and  not 
a  citizen. 

Moreover,  the  plaintiff",  it  appears,  brought 
a  similar  action  against  the  aefendant  in  the 
state  court  of  Missouri,  claiming  the  freedom 
of  himself  and  his  family  upon  the  same 
grounds  and  the  same  evidence  upon  which 
he  relies  in  the  case  before  the  court.  The 
case  was  carried  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  state ;  was  fully  argued  there ;  and  that 
cf)urt  decided  that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  his 
family  were  entitled  to  freedom,  and  were 
still  the  slaves  of  the  defendant ;  and  reversed 
the  judgment  of  the  inferior  state  court,  which 
had  given  a  different  decision.  If  the  plaintiff* 
supposed  that  this  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  state  was  erroneous,  and  that  this 
court  had  jurisdiction  to  revise  and  reverse  it, 
tlie  only  mode  by  which  he  could  legally 
bring  it  before  this  court  was  by  writ  of  error 
directed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  re- 

?uiring  it  to  transmit  the  record  to  this  court, 
f  this  had  been  done,  it  is  too  plain  for  argu- 
ment that  the  writ  must  have  l>een  dismissed 
for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  this  court..  The 
case  of  Strader  and  others  v,  Graham  is  di- 
rectly in  point ;  and,  indeed,  independent  of 
any  decision,  the  language  of  the  25th  section 
of  the  act  of  1789  is  too  clear  and  precise  to 
admit  of  controversy. 

But  the  plaintiff*  did  not  pursue  the  mode 
prescribed  by  law  for  bringing  tlie  judgment 
of  a  stale  court  before  this  court  for  revision, 
but  suffered  the  case  to  be  remanded  U)  the 
inferior  state  court,  where  it  is  still  continued, 
and  is,  by  agreement  of  parties,  to  await  tlio 
judgment  of  this  court  on  the  point.  All  of 
this  appears  on  the  record  before  us,  and  by 
the  printed  report  of  the  case. 

And  while  tne  case  is  yet  open  and  pending 
in  the  inferior  state  court,  tne  plaintiff  goes 
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into  the  Gireoit  Goart  of  tbe  United  States, 
upon  the  same  case  and  the  same  evidence, 
and  against  the  same  party,  and  proceeds  to 
judgment,  and  then  brings  here  the  same  case 
^m  the  Circuit  Court  which  the  law  would 
not  hate  permitted  him  to  bring  directly  from 
the  state  court.  And  if  this  court  takes  juris- 
diction in  this  form,  the  result,  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  the  respective  parties  are  concerned, 
i<4  Id  every  respect  substantially  the  same  as 
if  it  had  in  open  violation  of  law  entertained 
joriadiction  over  the  judgment  of  the  state 
coart  upon  a  writ  of  error,  and  revised  and 
reverted  its  judgment  upon  the  ground  that 
its  opinion  upon  the  question  of  law  was 
erroneous.  It  vrould  ill  become  this  court  to 
sanction  such  an  attempt  to  evade  the  law,  or 
to  exercise  an  appellate  power  in  this  cir- 
cuitous way,  which  it  is  forbidden  to  exercise 
in  the  direct  and  regular  and  invariable  forms 
of  jodieial  proceedings. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  the  judg- 
ment of  this  court,  that  it  appears  by  the 
reeord  before  us  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  is 
not  a  oitisen  of  Missouri,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  in  the  Constitution  ; 
and  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  that  reason,  had  na  jurisdiction  in 
the  case,  and  could  give  no  jndgment  in  it. 
Its  judgment  for  the  defendant  must,  conse- 
quently, be  reversed,  and  a  mandate  issued, 
divecUng  the  suit  to  be  dismissed  for  want  of 
jurisdiction. 


It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  burden  the 
second  edition  of  this  work  with  all  of  the  de- 
t'Lsions  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Dred  Scott 
case.  The  compiler  being  a  Southern  man, 
might  subject  himself  to  a  charge  of  partiality 
if  he  did  not  present  the  opinion  of  at  least 
one  of  the  dissenting  judges.  lie  is  free  to 
confess  that  he  has  had  some  difficulty  in  de- 
termining whether  to  embrace  in  this  volume 
that  of  Judge  Curtis  or  that  of  Judge  McLean. 
Tbe  ability  of  both  of  them  is  generally  con- 
«*oded.  It  would  he  presuming  too  much  to 
decide  the  point  as  to  which  is  the  most  able. 
A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  sentiment  of  those 
who  oppose  the  decision  of  the  court  has  estab- 
la\<hed  the  fact  that  they  regard  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Curtis  as  the  most  satisfactory  vindica- 
titm  of  their  views,  and  has  determined  its 
insertion  instead  of  that  of  Judge  McLean. 

The  first  edition  of  this  work  contained  the 
decisions  of  all  of  the  judges ;  and  in  publish- 
ing now  only  that  of  the  court  and  Mr.  Justice 
Curtis,  no  want  of  respect  for  the  ability  of  the 
others  is  intended.    The  demand  of  other  and 


more  interesting  matter  upon  the  space  of  this 
work  must  be  the  compiler's  apology  for  thin 
omission.  The  Dred  Scott  decision  cannot 
long  continue,  even  if  it  is  now,  a  political 
issue.  Other  and  more  exciting  questions 
which  have  sprung  up  connected  with  Kan- 
sas, must  necessarily  absorb  the  public  atten- 
tion to  the  exclusion  of  it. 

The  late  Col.  Benton,  and  Judge  Robertson 
of  Kentucky,  have  published  reviews  of  this 
decision  adverse  to  it. 

During  this  session  the  court  has  been  made 
the  theme  of  many  oratorical  efforts  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  Nearly  every  speech 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Republican 
party  on  the  Kansas  question,  has  contained 
an  assault  upon  this  decision.  Whilst,  on  the 
other  hand.  Senator  Benjamin  and  others  have 
ably  vindicated  it. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  state  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  cobrt  who  made  the  decision 
consisted  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Taney  of  Ma- 
ryland ;  Associate  Justices  Wayne  of  Georgia, 
Campbell  of  Virginia,  John  Catron  of  Ten- 
nessee, Nelson  of  New  York  and  Grier  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  dissenters  were  Associate 
Justices  McLean  of  Ohio  and  Curtis  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  Justice  Curtis  dissenting. 

I  dissent  from  the  opinion  pronounced  by 
the  Chief  Justice  and  from  the  judgment 
which  the  majority  of  the  court  think  it  proper 
to  render  in  this  case.  The  plaintiff  alleged, 
in  his  declaration,  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  that  the  defendant  was 
a  citizen  of  the  state  of  New  York.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  eaeh 
of  these  allegations,  to  sustain  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Circuit  Court.  The  defendant  denied, 
by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction,  cither  sufficient 
or  insufficient,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  citizen 
of  the  state  of  Missonri.  The  plaintiff  demur- 
red to  that  plea.  The  Circuit  Court  adjudged 
the  plea. insufficient,  and  the  first  question  for 
our  consideration  is,  whether  the  sufficiency 
of  that  plea  is  before  this  court  for  judgment, 
upon  this  writ  of  error.  The  part  of  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States,  conferred  by 
Congress  on  the  Circuit  Courts,  being  limited 
to  certain  described  cases  and  controversies, 
the  question  whether  a  particular  case  is 
within  the  cognisance  of  a  Circuit  Court,  raaT 
be  raised  by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  such 
court.  When  that  question  has  been  raised, 
the  Circuit  Court  must,  in  the  first  instanee, 
pass  upon  and  determine  it.  Whether  its 
determmation  be  final,  or  subject  to  review  by 
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this  appellate  court,  must  depend  upon  the 
will  ot  Congress ;  upon  which  body  the  Con- 
stitution has  conferred  the  power,  with  certain 
restrictions,  to  establish  interior  courts,  to  de- 
termine their  jurisdiction,  and  to  regulate  the 
appellate  power  of  this  court.  The  twenty- 
second  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789, 
which  allows  a  writ  of  error  from  final  judg- 
ments of  C  ircuit  Courts,  provides  that  there  shsJl 
be  no  reversal  in  this  court,  on  such  writ  of 
error,  for  error  in  ruling  any  plea  in  abatement, 
other  thwi  a  plea  to  the  jurisaiction  of  the  court. 
Accordingly  it  has  been  held,  from  the  origin 
of  the  court  to  the  present  day,  that  Circuit 
Courts  have  not  been  made  by  Congress  the 
final  judges  of  their  own  jurisdiction  in  civil 
cases.  And  that  when  a  record  comes  here 
upon  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  and,  on  its 
inspection,  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the 
Circuit  Court  had  not  jurisdiction,  its  judg- 
ment must  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded, to  be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  defendant  in  error,  in 
this  ease,  that  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  was 
a  sufficient  plea ;  tnat  it  shows,  on  inspection 
of  its  alleviations,  confessed  by  the  demurrer, 
that  the  plaintiiT  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  state 
of  Missouri ;  that,  upon  this  record,  it  must 
appear  to  this  court  that  the  case  was  not 
within  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States, 
OS  defined  and  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
because  it  was  not  a  suit  by  a  citizen  of  one 
state  against  a  citizen  of  another  state. 

To  this  it  is  answered  first,  that  the  defend- 
ant, hj  pleading  over,  after  the  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction  was  adjudge  dinsufficient,  finally 
waived  all  benefit  of  that  plea. 

When  that  plea  was  adjudged  insufficient, 
the  defendant  was  obliged  to  answer  over. 
He  held  no  alternative.  He  could  not  stop 
the  further  progress  of  the  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  by  a  writ  of  error,  on  which  the  suffi- 
ciency of  his  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  could  be 
tried  in  this  court,  because  the  judgment  on 
that  plea  was  not  final,  and  no  writ  of  error 
would  lie.  He  was  forced  to  plead  to  the 
merits.  It  cannot  be  true,  then,  that  he 
waived  tlie  benefit  of  his  plea  to  the  jurisdio- 
Vion  by  answering  over.  Waiver  includes  con- 
tient.  Here  there  was  no  consent.  And  if 
the  benefit  of  the  plea  was  finally  lost,  it  must 
be,  not  by  any  waiver,  but  because  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  not  provided  anj 
mode  of  reviewing  the  decision  of  the  Circuit 
Court  on  such  a  plea,  when  that  decision  is 
against  the  defendant  This  is  not  the  law. 
Whether  tlie  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  a 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  be  against  the  plaintiff*, 
or  against  the  defendant,  the  losing  party  mav 
have  any  alleged  error  in  law,  in  ruling  such 
a  plea,  examined  in  this  court  on  a  writ  of 
error,  when  the  matter  in  controversy  exceeds 
the  sum  or  value  of  two  thousand  dollars.  If 
the  decision  be  against  the  plaintifi*,  and  his 
suit  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the 
judgment  is  technically  final,  and  ho  may  at 
once  sue  out  his  writ  of  error.    (Mollau  r. 


Torrance,  9  Wheat.  537).    If  ilie  decinon  W 
against  the  defendant,  though  he  mast  aiit«i» 
over,  and  wait  for  a  final*  judgment  in  ^m. 
cause,  he  may  then  have  his  writ  of  error,  afi 
upon  it  obtain  the  judgment  of  this  couxtjMr 
any  (question  of  law  apparent  on  the  reooiA 
touching  the  jurisdiction.    The  fact  th«k  m 
pleaded  over  to  the  merits,  under  compuliM . 
can  have  no  effect  on  his  right  to  object  tottt 
jurisdiction.    If  this  were  not  so,  the  0000* 
tion  of  the  two  parties  would  be  jip'OBsly  aih. 
equal.    For  if  a  plea  to  the  jurisdmtioR  mn^ 
ruled  against  the  plaintiff,  he  could  at  o^tl 
take  his  writ  of  error,  and  have  the  rtfling  m^ 
viewed  here ;  while,  if  the  same  plea  "wm 
ruled  against  the  defendant,  he  must  not  atj^ 
wait  for  a  final  judgment,  but  could  in  at 
event  have  the  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court  npii 
the  plea  reviewed  by  this  court.    I  know  ^ 
no  ground  for  saying  that  the  laws  of  t^t 
United  States  have  thus  discriminated  betwen 
the  parties  to  a  suit  in  its  courts.  « 

It  is  further  objected,  that  as  the  judsmoBl 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was  in  favor  of  me  dft* 
fendant,  and  the  writ  of  error  in  this  cam 
was  sued  out  b^  the  plaintiff,  the  defendantit 
not  in  a  condition  to  assign  any  error  in  tilt 
record,  and  therefore  this  court  is  precluded, 
from  considering-  the  question  whether  tbe 
Circuit  Court  had  jurisdiction. 

The  practice  of  this  court  does  not  require 
a  technical  assignment  of  errors.  (See  tlie 
rule.)  Upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  whole  record 
is  open  for  inspecti(m  ;  and  if  any  error  be 
found  in  it,  the  ludgment  is  reversed.  (Bank 
of  U.  S.  V.  Smith,  II  Wheat,  171.) 

It  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  court 
will  not  allow  a  party  to  rely  on  anything  as 
cause  for  reversing  a  judgment,  wliioh  was  fur 
his  advantage,  in  this,  we  follow  an  anciont 
rule  of  the  common  law.  But  so  cnroful  was 
that  law  of  the  preservation  of  the  cour.-e  of 
its  courts,  that  it  made  an  exception  out  of 
that  general  rule,  and  allowed  a  party  to  as- 
sign lor  error  that  which  was  for  his  acivjui- 
tage,  if  it  were  si  departure  by  the  court  its*'lf 
from  its  settled  course  of  procedure.  The 
cases  on  this  subject  are  collected  in  liac.  Ah., 
Error  II.  4.  And  this  court  followed  this 
practice  in  Capron  v.  Van  Noorden  (2  Cran<'h, 
126),  where  tne  plaintiff  below  procured  th».» 
reversal  of  a  judgment  for  the  uofendant,  (»n 
the  ground  that  the  plaintiff's  alle;2:ation8  of 
citizenship  had  not  shown  jurisdiction. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  whether 
the  defendant  can  be  allowed  to  assign  want 
of  jurisdiction  as  an  error  in  a  jud;:mcnt  in 
his  own  favor.  The  true  question  is,  not  what 
either  of  the  parties  may  be  allowo<i  to  do, 
but  whether  tnis  court  will  affirm  or  reverse 
a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  the  mrriis, 
when  it  appears  on  the  record,  ]>y  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction,  that  it  is  a  case  to  which  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  docs  not 
extend.  The  course  of  the  court  is,  where  no 
motion  is  made  by  either  party,  on  its  own 
motion  to  reverse  such  a  judgment  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  not  only  in  cases  where  itii 
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flhown,  negatively,  by  a  plea  to  the  mrisdic- 
tiun,  that  jurisdiction  does  not  exist,  but  even 
irbt»re  it  does  not  appear,  affirmatively,  that 
It  does  exist.  (Peouignot  p.  The  Pennsylvar 
nia  R.  R.  Co.,  16  How.  104.)  It  acts  upon 
the  principle  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  must  not  be  exerted  in  a  case 
U>  which  it  does  not  extend,  even  if  both  par- 
ties desire  to  have  it  exerted.  (Cutler  p.  Rao, 
7  How.  729.)  I  consider,  therefore,  that  when 
tfcerc  was  a  plda  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cii^ 
cait  Court  in  a  case  brought  here  by  a  writ 
€f  error,  the  first  duty  of  this  court  is,  sua 
wponie,  if  not  moved  to  it  by  either  party,  to 
txiimine  the  sufficiency  of  that  plea ;  and  thus 
to  take  care  that  neither  the  Circuit  Court  nor 
this  court  shall  use  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  in  a  case  to  which  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States  have 
not  extended  that  power. 

I  pnxreed,  theretore,  to  examine  the  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction. 

I  do  not  perceive  any  sound  reason  why  it 
b  not  to  be  judged  by  the  rules  of  the  com- 
non  law  applicable  to  such  pleas.  It  is  true, 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court 
depends  on  the  citizenship  of  the  parties,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  allege  on  the 
record  the  necessary  citizenship;  but  when 
he  has  done  so,  the  defendant  must  interpose 
%  plea  in  abatement,  the  allegations  whereof 
sliow  that  the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  ;  and 
it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  plea. 

In  Sheppard  p.  Graves  (14  How.  27),  the 
rules  on  this  subject  are  thus  stated  in  the 
0|»inion  of  the  court :  *'  That  although,  in  the 
ooorts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary  to 
set  forth  the  grounds  of  their  cognisance  as 
oonrts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  yet  wherever 
hirisdiction  shall  be  averred  in  the  pleadings, 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  creating  those 
eourts,  it  must  be  taken,  prima  faciei  as  exist- 
ing; and  it  is  incumbent  on  him  who  would 
impeach  that  jurisdiction  for  causes  dehors 
tbe  pleading,  to  allege  and  prove  such  causes ; 
that  the  necessity  for  the  allegation,  and  the 
burden  of  sustaining  it  by  proof,  J>oth  rest 
npon  the  party  taking  the  exceptitm."  These 
positions  are  sustained  by  the  authorities  there 
cited,  as  well  as  by  Wickliffe  p.  Owings  (14 
IIow.  47). 

When,  therefore,  as  in  this  case,  the  neces- 
sary averments  as  to  citizenship  arc  made  on 
the  record,  and  jurisdiction  is  assumed  to 
exist,  and  the  defendant  comes  by  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction  to  displace  that  presumption, 
he  occupies,  in  my  judgment,  precisely  the 
position  described  m  Bacon  Ab.,  Abatement: 
**Aliateraent,  in  the  general  acceptation  of 
the  woni,  signifies  a  plea,  put  in  by  the  de- 
fendant, in  which  he  shows  cause  to  the  court 
why  he  should  not  be  impleaded ;  or,  if  at 
ail,  not  in  the  manner  and  rorm  ho  now  is.'' 

This  bein^,  then,  a  plea  in  abatement,  to 
the  jnrisdietion  of  the  court,  I  must  judge  of 
it«  sufficiency  by  those  rules  of  the  common 
law  r\»plica£le  to  such  pleas. 


The  plea  was  as  follows :  "  And  the  said 
John  F.  A.  Sandford,  in  his  own  proper  per- 
son, comes  and  says  that  this  court  ought  not 
to  have  or  take  further  cognisance  of  the 
action  aforesaid,  because  he  says  that  said 
cause  of  action,  and  each  and  every  of  them 
(if  any  such  have  accrued  to  the  said  Dred 
Scott),  accrued  to  the  said  Dred  Scott  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  and  exclusively 
within  the  jurifldicti<m  of  the  courts  of  the 
state  of  Missouri ;  for  that,  to  wit,  the  said 
plaintiff,  Dred  Scott,  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  as  alleged  in  his  declaration, 
because  ho  is  a  negro  of  African  descent ;  his 
ancestors  were  of  pure  African  blood,  and 
were  brought  into  this  country  and  sold  as 
negro  slaves,  and  this  the  said  Sandford  is 
ready  to  verify.  Wherefore,  he  prays  judg> 
ment  whether  this  court  can  or  will  take  fur- 
ther cognisance  of  the  action  aforesaid." 

The  plaintiff  demurred,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was,  th»it  the  plea  was 
insufficient. 

I  cannot  treat  this  plea  as  a  general  traverse 
of  the  citizenship  allege<i  by  the  plaintiff. 
Indeed,  if  it  were  so  treatod,  the  plea  was 
clearly  bad,  for  it  concludes  with  a  verification, 
and  not  to  the  country,  at  a  general  traverse 
should.  And  though  this  detect  in  a  plea  in 
bar  must  be  pointed  out  by  a  special  demurrer, 
it  is  never  necessary  to  demur  specially  to  a 
plea  in  abatement ;  all  matters,  though  of 
form  only,  may  be  taken  advantage  of  upon  a 
general  demurrer  to  such  a  plea.     (Chitty  on 

JL  1.  400. 1 

The  truth  is,  that  though  not  drawn  with 
the  utmost  technical  accuracy,  it  is  a  special 
traverse  of  the  plaintiff's  allegation  of  citizen- 
ship, and  was  a  suitable  and  proper  mode  of 
traverse  under  the  circumstances.  By  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Stephen's  description  of  the  uses 
of  such  a  traverse,  containe<l  in  his  excellent 
analysis  of  pleadings  (Steph.  on  PI.  176),  it 
will  i)e  seen  now  precisely  tliis  plea  meets  one 
of  his  descriptions.  No  doubt  the  defendant 
might  have  traversccl,  !>y  a  ccnnraon  or  gene- 
ral traverse,  the  plaintiff's  allegation  that  he 
was  a  citizen  oi  the  state  of  Missouri,  ocm- 
cluding  to  the  country.  The  issue  thus  pre- 
sented being  joined,  would  have  involved 
matter  of  law,  on  which  the  jury  must  have 
passed,  under  the  direction  of  the  court.  But 
by  traversing  the  plaintiff's  citizenship  spe- 
cially— that  IS,  averring  those  facts  on  which 
the  defendant  relied  to  show  that  in  point  of 
law  the  plaintiff  was  not  a  citizen,  ana  basing 
the  traverse  on  those  facts  as  a  deduction 
therefnmi — opportunity  was  given  to  do,  what 
was  done ;  that  is,  to  present,  directly  to  the 
court,  by  a  demurrer,  the  sufficiency  of  those 
facts  to  negative,  in  point  of  law,  the  plain- 
tiff's allegation  of  citizenship.  This,  then, 
being  a  special,  and  not  a  general  or  common 
traverse,  the  rule  is  settled,  that  the  facts  thus 
set  out  in  the  plea,  as  the  reason  or  ground 
of  the  traverse,  must  of  themselves  constitute, 
in  point  of  law,  a  negative  of  the  allegation 
thus  traversed.    (Stephen  on  PL  183 ;  Ch.  on 
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this  appellate  court,  must  depend  upon  the 
will  of  Congress ;  upon  which  body  the  Con- 
stitution has  conferred  the  power,  with  certain 
restrictions,  to  establish  interior  courts,  to  de- 
termine their  jurisdiction,  and  to  regulate  the 
appellate  power  of  this  court.  The  twenty- 
second  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789, 
which  allows  a  writ  of  error  from  final  judg- 
ments of  Circuit  Courts,  proyides  that  there  shsill 
be  no  reversal  in  this  court,  on  such  writ  of 
error,  for  error  in  ruling  any  plea  in  abatement, 
otJier  ifian  a  plea  to  the  junsaiction  of  the  court. 
Accordingly  it  has  been  held,  from  the  origin 
of  the  court  to  the  present  day,  that  Circuit 
Courts  have  not  been  made  by  Congress  the 
final  judges  of  their  own  jurisdiction  in  civil 
cases.  And  that  when  a  record  comes  here 
upon  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  and,  on  its 
inspection,  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the 
Circuit  Court  had  not  jurisdiction,  its  judg- 
ment must  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded, to  be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  defendant  in  error,  in 
this  case,  that  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  «<as 
a  sufficient  plea ;  tnat  it  shows,  on  inspection 
of  its  allegations,  confessed  by  the  demurrer, 
that  the  plaintifi*  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  state 
of  Missouri ;  that,  upon  this  record,  it  must 
appear  to  this  court  that  the  case  was  not 
within  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States, 
as  defined  and  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
because  it  was  not  a  suit  by  a  citizen  of  one 
state  against  a  citizen  of  another  state. 

To  this  it  is  answered  first,  that  the  defend- 
ant, hj  pleading  over,  after  the  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction  was  adjudge  dinsufficient,  finally 
waived  all  benefit  of  that  plea. 

When  that  plea  was  adjudged  insufficient, 
the  defendant  was  obliged  to  answer  over. 
He  held  no  alternative.  He  could  not  stop 
the  furtiier  progress  of  the  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  by  a  writ  of  error,  on  which  the  suffi- 
ciency of  his  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  could  be 
tried  in  this  court,  because  the  judgment  on 
that  plea  was  not  final,  and  no  writ  of  error 
would  lie.  He  was  forced  to  plead  to  the 
merits.  It  cannot  be  true,  then,  that  he 
waived  the  benefit  of  his  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
Mon  by  answering  over.  Waiver  includes  con- 
sent. Here  there  was  no  consent.  And  if 
the  benefit  of  the  plea  was  finally  lost,  it  must 
be,  not  by  any  waiver,  but  because  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  not  provided  an^ 
mode  of  reviewing  the  decision  of  the  Circuit 
Court  on  such  a  plea,  when  that  decision  is 
furainst  the  defendant  This  is  not  the  law. 
Whether  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  a 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  be  against  the  plaintifi', 
or  against  the  defendant,  the  losing  party  may 
have  any  alleged  error  in  law,  in  ruling  sucn 
a  plea,  examined  in  this  oourt  on  a  writ  of 
error,  when  the  matter  in  controversy  exceeds 
tlie  sum  or  value  of  two  thousand  dollars.  If 
the  decision  be  against  the  plaintiff,  and  his 
suit  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the 
judgment  is  technically  final,  and  he  may  at 
once  sue  out  his  writ  of  error.    (Mollan  r. 


Torrance,  9  Wheat  537).  If  the  decision  W 
against  the  defendant,  though  ho  must  answv 
over,  and  wait  for  a  final*  judgment  in  Aa 
cause,  he  may  then  have  his  writ  of  error,  ai^, 
upon  it  obtain  the  judgment  of  this  couit« 
any  (juestion  of  law  apparent  on  the  TWXHtA, 
touching  the  jurisdiction.  The  fact  thai  W' 
pleaded  over  to  the  merits,  under  compulski, 
can  have  no  effect  on  his  right  to  object  to  tU 
jurisdiction.  If  this  were  not  so,  the  oono* 
tion  of  the  two  parties  would  be  jip'OBsly  wh 
equal.  For  if  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  weit  i 
ruled  against  the  plaintiff,  ne  could  at  oi^ct 
take  his  writ  of  error,  and  have  the  rilling  q^ 
viewed  here ;  while,  if  the  same  plea  wm 
ruled  against  the  defendant,  he  must  not  oioilf 
wait  for  a  final  judgment,  but  could  in  m^ 
event  have  the  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court  upfs 
the  plea  reviewed  by  this  court.  I  know  «l 
no  ground  for  saying  that  the  laws  of  tbt 
United  States  have  thus  discriminated  between 
the  parties  to  a  suit  in  its  courts. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  as  the  juderoeot 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was  in  favor  of  the  de* 
fendant,  and  the  writ  of  error  in  this  cauft 
was  sued  out  hj  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  ir 
not  in  a  condition  to  assign  any  error  in  thir 
record,  and  therefore  this  court  is  precluded, 
from  considering  the  Cjuestion  whether  the 
Circuit  Court  had  jurisdiction. 

The  practice  of  this  court  does  not  require 
a  technical  assignment  of  errors.  (See  the 
rule.)  Upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  whole  record 
is  open  for  inspection  ;  and  if  any  error  be 
found  in  it^  the  ludgmcnt  is  reversed.  (Bank 
of  U.  S.  V.  Smith,  11  Wheat  171.) 

It  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  court 
will  not  allow  a  party  to  rely  on  anything  as 
cause  for  reversing  a  judgment  which  was  for 
his  advantage.  In  tliis,  we  follow  an  ancient 
rule  of  the  common  law.  But  so  careful  was 
that  law  of  the  preservation  of  the  oour?***  nf 
its  courts,  that  it  made  an  exception  out  of 
that  general  rule,  and  allowed  a  party  to  a!<- 
sign  lor  error  that  which  was  for  his  advan- 
tage, if  it  were  al  departure  by  tlio  court  itsolf 
from  its  settled  course  of  procedure.  TUe 
cases  on  this  subject  are  collected  in  Bac.  Ah., 
Error  H.  4.  And  this  court  followed  this 
practice  in  Capron  v.  Van  Noorden  (2  Cranrh, 
126),  where  tiie  plaintiff  below  procured  th»; 
reversal  of  a  judgment  for  the  Jcfondant,  i»n 
the  ground  that  the  plaintiff's  allegations  of 
citizenship  had  not  shown  jurisdiction. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  whether 
the  defendant  can  be  allowed  to  usnign  want 
of  jurisdiction  as  an  error  in  a  judgment  in 
his  own  favor.  The  true  question  is,  not  what 
either  of  tlie  parties  may  be  allowed  to  do, 
but  whether  tnis  court  vill  affirm  or  reverse 
a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Ccmrt  on  the  merits, 
when  it  appears  on  the  record,  by  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction,  that  it  is  a  ea#o  to  whioh  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  nol 
extend.  The  course  of  the  court  is,  where  no 
motion  is  made  by  either  party,  on  its  ovim 
motion  to  reverse  such  a  judgment  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  not  only  in  cases  where  it  it 
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diown,  negatively,  by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion, that  jurisdiction  does  not  exist,  but  even 
irht«re  it  docs  not  appear,  aflirmatively,  that 
ft  does  exist.  (Pequignot  r.  The  Pennsylva- 
nia R.  R.  Co.,  16  How.  104.)  It  acts  upon 
tiie  principle  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
CFnited  States  must  not  be  exerted  in  a  ca<ie 
to  which  it  does  not  extend,  even  if  bothpar- 
'tiCB  desire  to  have  it  exerted.  (Cutler  r.  Kae, 
7  How.  729.)  I  consider,  therefore,  that  when 
Aere  was  a  pl^  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cii^ 
floit  Court  in  a  case  brought  here  by  a  writ 
"of  error,  the  first  duty  of  this  court  is,  sua 
iponify  if  not  moved  to  it  by  either  party,  io 
tx&mine  the  sufficiency  of  that  plea ;  and  thus 
(d  take  care  that  neither  the  Circuit  Court  nor 
this  court  shall  use  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  in  a  case  to  which  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States  have 
'not  extended  that  power. 

I  pn)cecd,  theretbre,  to  examine  the  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction. 

I  do  not  perceive  any  sound  reason  why  it 
is  not  to  be  judged  by  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law  applicable  to  such  pleas.  It  is  true, 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  tne  Circuit  Court 
depends  on  the  citizenship  of  the  parties,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  allege  on  the 
record  the  necessary  citizenship;  but  when 
he  has  done  so,  the  defendant  must  interpose 
a  plea  in  abatement,  the  allegations  whereof 
show  that  the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  ;  and 
it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  plea. 

In  Sheppard  v.  Graves  (14  How.  27),  the 
rules  on  this  subject  are  thus  stated  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court :  **  That  although,  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary  to 
set  forth  the  grounds  of  their  cognisance  as 
oourts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  yet  wherever 
jurisdiction  shall  be  averred  in  the  pleadings, 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  creating  those 
eourts,  it  must  be  taken,  prima  facie,  as  exist- 
ing ;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  him  who  would 
impeach  that  jurisdiction  for  causes  dehors 
the  pleading,  to  allege  and  prove  such  causes ; 
that  the  necessity  for  the  allegation,  and  the 
burden  of  sustaining  it  by  proof,  l)oth  rest 
opon  the  party  taking  the  exception."  These 
positions  are  sustained  by  the  authorities  there 
cited,  as  well  as  by  Wickliffe  p.  Owings  (14 
How.  47). 

When,  therefore,  as  in  this  case,  the  neces- 
sary averments  as  to  citizenship  are  made  on 
the  record,  and  jurisdiction  is  assumed  to 
exist,  and  the  defendant  comes  by  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction  to  displace  that  presumption, 
he  occupies,  in  my  judgment,  precisely  the 
position  described  m  Bacon  Ab.,  Abatement : 
**  Abatement,  in  the  general  acceptation  of 
the  word,  signifies  a  plea,  put  in  by  the  de- 
fendant, in  which  he  shows  cause  to  the  court 
why  he  should  not  be  impleaded ;  or,  if  at 
all,  not  in  the  manner  and  form  he  now  is." 

This  being,  then,  a  plea  in  abatement,  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  I  must  judge  of 
its  sufficiency  by  those  rules  of  the  common 
law  r\»plical)le  to  such  pleas. 


The  plea  was  as  follows:  "And  the  sfdd 
John  F.  A.  Sandford,  in  his  own  proper  per- 
son, comes  and  says  that  this  court  ought  not 
to  have  or  take  further  cognisance  of  the 
action  aforesaid,  because  he  says  that  said 
cause  of  action,  and  each  and  every  of  them 
(if  any  such  have  accrued  to  the  said  Dred 
Scott),  accrued  to  the  said  Dred  Scott  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  and  exclusively 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
state  of  Missouri ;  for  that,  to  wit,  the  said 
plaintiff,  Dred  Scott,  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  as  alleged  in  his  declaration, 
because  he  is  a  negro  of  African  descent ;  his 
ancestors  were  of  pure  African  blood,  and 
were  brought  into  this  country  and  sold  as 
negro  slaves,  and  this  the  said  Sandford  is 
ready  to  verify.  Wherefore,  he  prays  judg- 
ment whether  this  court  can  or  will  fake  fur- 
ther cognisance  of  the  action  aforesaid." 

The  plaintiff  demurred,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  was,  that  the  plea  was 
insufficient. 

I  cannot  treat  this  plea  as  a  general  traverse 
of  the  citizenship  alleged  by  the  plaintiff. 
Indeed,  if  it  were  so  treated,  the  plea  was 
clearly  bad,  for  it  concludes  with  a  verification, 
and  not  to  the  country,  at  a  general  traverse 
should.  And  though  this  defect  in  a  plea  in 
bar  must  be  pointed  out  by  a  special  demurrer, 
it  is  never  necessary  to  demur  specially  to  a 
plea  in  abatement ;  all  matters,  though  of 
form  only,  may  be  taken  advantage  of  upon  a 
general  demurrer  to  such  a  plea.     (Chitty  on 

M.  I.   40t).  ) 

The  truth  is,  that  though  not  drawn  with 
the  utmost  technical  accuracy,  it  is  a  special 
traverse  of  the  plaintiff's  allegation  of  citizen- 
ship, and  was  a  suitable  and  proper  mode  of 
traverse  under  the  circumstances.  By  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Stephen's  description  of  the  uses 
of  such  a  traverse,  containe<l  in  his  excellent 
analysis  of  pleadings  (Steph.  on  PI.  176),  it 
will  be  seen  how  precisely  this  plea  meets  one 
of  his  descriptions.  No  doubt  the  defendant 
might  have  traversed,  Irv  a  common  or  gene- 
ral traverse,  the  plaintiff's  allegation  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  o<m- 
cluding  to  the  country.  The  issue  thus  pre- 
sented being  joined,  would  have  involved 
matter  of  law,  on  which  the  jury  must  have 
passed,  under  the  direction  of  the  court.  But 
by  traversing  the  plaintiff's  citizenship  spe- 
cially— that  IS,  averring  those  facts  on  which 
the  aefendant  relied  to  show  that  in  point  of 
law  the  plaintiff  was  not  a  citizen,  ana  basing 
the  traverse  on  those  facts  as  a  deduction 
therefrom — opportunity  was  given  to  do,  what 
was  done ;  that  is,  to  present,  directly  to  the 
court,  by  a  demurrer,  the  sufficiency  of  those 
fact«  to  negative,  in  point  of  law,  the  plain- 
tiff's allegation  of  citizenship.  This,  then, 
being  a  special,  and  not  a  general  or  common 
traverse,  the  rule  is  settled,  that  the  facts  thus 
set  out  in  the  plea,  as  the  reason  or  ground 
of  the  traverse,  must  of  themselves  constitute, 
in  point  of  law,  a  negative  of  the  allegatioD 
thus  traversed.    (Stephen  on  PL  183 ;  Ch.  en 
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ritory  of  Wisconsin  upon  the  status  of  the 
plaintiff  was  or  was  not  such  an  operation  as 
these  principles  of  international  law  require 
other  states  to  recognise  and  allow  effect  to. 

And  this  renders  it  needful  to  attend  to 
the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  of  this 
case. 

It  appears  that  this  case  came  on  for  trial 
lieibre  the  Circuit  Court  and  a  jury,  upjon  an 
issue,  in  substance,  whether  the  plaintiff,  to- 
gether with  his  wife  and  children,  were  the 
slaves  of  the  defendant. 

The  court  instructed  the  jury  that,  ''  upon 
the  facts  in  this  case,  the  law  is  with  the  de- 
fendant." This  withdrew  from  the  jury  the 
consideration  and  decision  of  every  matter  of 
fact  The  evidence  in  the  case  consisted  of 
written  admissions,  signed  by  the  counsel  of 
the  parties.  If  the  case  had  been  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  court,  upon  an  agreed 
statement  of  facts,  entered  of  record,  in  place 
of  a  special  verdict,  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary tor  the  court  below,  and  for  this  court,  to 
pronounce  its  judgment  solely  on  those  facts, 
thus  agreed,  without  inferring  any  other  facts 
therefrom.  By  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
applicable  to  such  a  case,  and  by  force  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution, this  court  is  precluded  from  finding 
any  fact  not  agreed  to  by  the  parties  on  the 
record.  No  submission  to  the  court  on  a 
statement  of  facts  was  made.  It  was  a  trial 
by  iury,  in  which  certain  admissions,  made  by 
the  parties,  were  the  evidence.  The  jury  were 
not  only  competent,  but  were  bound  to  draw 
from  tiiat  evidence  every  inference  which,  in 
their  judgment,  exercised  according  to  the 
rules  of  law,  it  would  warrant.  The  Circuit 
Court  t<Kik  from  the  Jury  the  power  to  draw 
any  inferences  from  the  admissions  made  by 
the  parties,  and  decided  the  case  for  the  de- 
fendant. This  course  can  be  justified  here,  if 
at  all,  only  by  its  appearing  that  upon  the 
facts  agreed,  and  all  such  inferences  of  fact 
favorable  to  the  plaintiff's  case,  as  the  jury 
might  have  been  warranted  in  drawing  from 
those  admissions,  the  law  was  with  the  defend- 
ant. Otherwise,  the  plaintiff  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  his  trial  by  jurj,  by 
whom,  for  aught  we  can  know,  those  infer- 
ences favorable  to  his  case  would  have  been 
drawn. 

The  material  facts  agreed,  bearing  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  are,  that  Dr.  Emerson,  the 
plaintiffs  master,  resided  alx)ut  two  years  at 
the  military  post  of  Fort  Snelling,  beius  a 
surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  his 
domicil  of  origin  being  unknown ;  and  what, 
if  anything,  he  had  done,  to  preserve  or 
change  his  domicil  prior  to  his  residence  at 
Kock  Island,  being  also  unknown. 

Now,  it  is  true,  that  under  some  circum- 
stances the  residence  of  a  military  officer  at  a 
Particular  place  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
uticH,  does  not  amount  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
technical  domicil.  But  it  cannot  be  affirmed, 
with  correctness,  that  it  never  docs.  There 
being  actual  residence,  and  this  being  pre- 


sumptive evidence  of  domicil,  all  the  circmn- 
stances  of  the  case  must  be  considered,  before 
a  legal  conclusion  can  be  reached,  that  his 
place  of  residence  is  not  his  domicil.  If  a 
military  officer  stationed  at  a  particular  post 
should  entertain  an  expectation  that  his  resi- 
dence there  would  be  mdefinitely  protracted, 
and  in  consequence  should  remove  his  family 
to  the  place  where  his  duties  were  to  be  dis- 
chargeo,  form  a  permanent  domestic  establish- 
ment there,  exercise  there  the  civil  rights  and 
discharge  the  civil  duties  of  an  inhabitant, 
while  he  did  no  act  and  manifested  no  intent 
to  have  a  domicil  elsewhere,  I  think  no  one 
would  say  that  the  mere  fact  that  he  was  him- 
self liable  to  be  called  away  by  the  orders  of 
the  government  would  prevent  his  acquisition 
of  a  technical  domicil  at  the  place  of  the  resi- 
dence of  himself  and  his  family.  In  other 
words,  I  do  not  think  a  military  officer  incar 

Eable  of  acquiring  a  domicil.  (Bruce  r.  Bruce, 
Bos.  and  Pul.  230 ;  Munroe  v,  Douglass,  5 
Mad.  Ch.  R.  232.)  This  being  so,  this  case 
stands  thus:  there  was  evidence  before  the 
jury  that  Emerson  resided  about  two  years  at 
Fort  Snelling,  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 
This  may  or  may  not  have  oeen  with  such 
intent  as  to  make  it  his  technical  domicil. 
The  presumption  is  that  it  was.  It  is  so  laid 
down  by  this  court,  in  Ennis  o.  Sinith  (14 
How.],  and  the  autiiorities  in  suppjort  of  the 
position  are  there  referred  to.  His  intent  was 
a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.  (Fitch burg  v, 
Winchendon,  4  Cush.  190.) 

The  case  was  taken  from  the  jury.  If  they 
had  power  to  find  that  the  presumption  of  the 
necessary  intent  had  not  been  reuutted,  we 
cannot  say,  on  this  record,  that  Emerson  had 
not  his  technical  domicil  at  Fort  Snelling. 
But,  for  reasons  which  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
give,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  in  this  case 
to  determine  the  question  of  the  technical 
domicil  of  Dr.  Emerson. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  injury  whether 
the  law  of  a  particular  country  has  rightfully 
fixed  the  status  of  a  person,  so  that  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  international  law 
that  stutus  should  be  recognised  in  other  juris- 
dictions, ordinarily  depends  on  the  question 
whether  the  person  was  domiciled  in  the 
cx)untry  whose  laws  are  asserted  to  have  fixed 
his  status.  But,  in  the  United  States,  ([ues- 
tions  of  this  kind  may  arise,  where  an  attempt 
to  decide  «)leiy  with  reference  to  technical 
domicil,  tested  by  the  rules  which  are  appli- 
cable to  changes  of  places  of  abode  from  one 
country  to  another,  would  not  be  consistent 
witli  sound  principles.  And,  in  my  judgment, 
this  is  one  of  those  cases. 

The  residence  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was  taken 
by  his  master,  Dr.  Emerson,  as  a  slave,  from 
Missouri  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  thence  to 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  must  be  deemed  to 
have  been  for  the  time  being,  and  until  he 
asserted  his  own  separate  intention,  the  same 
as  the  residence  of  his  master;  and  the  inquiry, 
whether  the  personal  statutes  of  the  territory 
were  rightfully  extended  over  the  plain Uf^ 
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mod  ought,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
international  law,  to  be  allowed  to  fix  his 
ttaius,  must  depend  upon  the  circumstances 
under  which  Dr.  Emerson  went  into  that  ter- 
ritory, and  remained  there ;  and  upon  the 
further  question,  whether  anything  was  there 
rightfully  done  by  the  plaintiff  to  cause  those 
personal  statutes  to  operate  on  him. 

Dr.  Emerson  was  an  officer  in  the  armj  of 
the  United  States.  lie  went  into  the  territory 
to  discharge  bis  duty  to  the  United  States. 
The  place  was  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
particular  state,  and  within  the  ezclusiye 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  does  not 
appear  where  the  domicil  of  oriein  of  Dr. 
Emerson  was,  nor  whether  or  not  he  had  lost 
it,  and  gained  another  domicil,  nor  of  what 
particular  state,  if  any,  he  was  a  citizen. 

On  what  nound  can  it  be  denied  that  all 
valid  laws  m  the  United  States,  constitution- 
ally enacted  by  Congress  for  the  goyemment 
of  the  territory,  rightfully  extended  oyer  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  and  his  servant 
who  went  into  the  territory  to  remain  there 
for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  to  take  part 
in  its  ciyil  or  military  affairs  ?  They  were  not 
foreigners,  coming  m)m  abroad.  Dr.  Emer- 
soa  was  a  citizen  of  the  country  which  had 
ezclusiye  jurisdiction  oyer  the  territory ;  and 
not  only  a  citizen,  but  he  went  there  in  a 
public  capacity,  in  the  service  of  the  same 
bovereignty  which  made  the  laws.  Whatever 
those  laws  might  be,  whether  of  the  kind  de- 
nominated p<)rsonal  statutes,  or  not,  so  far  as 
they  were  lutended  by  the  legislative  will, 
constitutionally  expressed,  to  operate  on  him 
and  his  servant,  and  on  the  relations  between 
them,  they  had  a  rightful  operation,  and  no 
father  state  or  country  can  refuse  to  allow  that 
those  laws  might  rightfully  operate  on  the 
)>laintiff  and  his  servant,  because  such  a  refu- 
sal would  be  a  denial  that  the  United  States 
could,  by  laws  constitutionally  enacted,  govern 
their  own  servants,  residing  on  their  own  ter- 
ritory, over  which  the  United  States  had  the 
ezclusiye  control,  and  in  respect  to  which  they 
are  an  independent  sovereign  power.  Whe- 
ther the  laws  now  in  question  were  constitu- 
tionally enacted,  I  repeat  once  more,  is  a 
•separate  question.  But,  assuming  that  they 
were,  and  that  they  operated  directly  on  the 
tfUitus  of  the  plaintin,  I  consider  that  no  other 
state  or  country  could  question  the  rightful 
power  of  the  United  States  so  to  legislate,  or, 
<r< insistently  with  the  settled  rules  of  interna- 
tional law,  could  refuse  to  recognise  the  effects 
of  such  legislation  upon  the  status  of  their 
officers  and  servants,  as  valid  everywhere. 

This  alone  would,  in  my  apprehension,  be 
sufficient  to  decide  this  question. 

But  there  are  other  facts  stated  on  the  re- 
cord which  should  not  be  passed  over.  It  is 
asreed  that,  in  the  year  1836,  the  plaintiff,, 
while  residing  in  the  territory,  was  married, 
with  the  consent  of  Dr.  Emerson,  to  Harriet, 
naaaed  in  the  declaration  as  his  wife,  and  that 
Klisa  and  Lizzie  were  the  children  of  that 
OMHTtagiB^ths  first  named  having  been  bora 


on  the  Mississippi  river,  north  of  the  line  of 
Missouri,  and  tne  other  having  been  born  after 
their  return  to  Missouri.  And  the  inquiry  is, 
whether,  after  the  marriage  of  the  plaintiff  in 
the  territory,  with  the  consent  of  Dr.  Emerson, 
any  other  state  or  country  can,  consistently 
with  the  settled  rules  of  international  law, 
refuse  to  reco^ise  and  treat  him  as  a  frcie 
man,  when  suing  for  the  liberty  of  himself, 
his  wife,  and  the  children  of  that  marriage.  It 
is  in  reference  to  his  status,  as  viewed  in  other 
states  and  countries,  that  the  contract  of  mar- 
riage and  the  birth  of  children  becomes  strictly 
material.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  the  female  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried having  been  taken  to  the  same  military 
post  of  Fort  Snelling  as  a  slave,  and  Dr.  Em- 
erson claiming  also  to  be  her  master  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  her  status,  and  that  of 
the  children  of  the  marriage,  are  also  affected 
by  the  same  considerations. 

If  the  laws  of  Congress  governing  the  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin  were  constitutional  and 
valid  laws,  there  can  be  no  doubt  these  partief 
were  capable  of  contracting  a  lawful  marriage, 
attended  with  all  the  usual  civil  rights  and  ob- 
ligations of  that  condition.  In  that  territory 
they  were  absolutely  free  persons,  having  ftiu 
capacity  to  enter  into  the  civil  contract  of  mar- 
riage. 

it  is  a  principle  of  international  law,  settled 
beyond  controversy  in  England  and  America, 
that  a  marriage,  valid  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  it  was  contracted,  and  not  in  fraud  of 
the  law  of  any  other  place,  is  valid  every- 
where ;  and  that  no  technical  domicil  at  the 
place  of  the  contract  is  necessary  to  make  it 
so.  (See  Bishop  on  Mar.  and  Div.  125 — 129, 
where  the  cases  are  collected^ 

If,  in  Missouri,  the  plaintiff  were  held  to  be 
a  slave,  the  validity  and  operation  of  his  con- 
tract of  marriage  must  be  denied.  lie  can 
have  no  legal  rights  ;  of  course,  not  those  of 
a  husband  and  father.  And  the  same  is  true 
of  his  wife  and  children.  The  denial  of  his 
rights  is  the  denial  of  theirs.  So  that,  though 
lawfully  married  in  the  territory,  when  they 
came  out  of  it,  into  the  state  of  Inissouri,  they 
were  no  longer  husband  and  wife ;  and  a  child 
of  that  lawful  marriage,  though  bom  under 
the  same  dominion  where  its  parents  con- 
tracted a  lawful  marriage,  is  not  the  fruit  of 
that  marriage,  nor  the  child  of  its  father,  but 
subject  to  the  maxim,  partus  sequitur  venitrem. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  this  case 
there  is  no  ground  for  the  inquiry,  whether  it 
be  the  will  of  the  state  of  Missouri  not  to  r^ 
cognise  the  validity  of  the  marriage  of  a  fugi- 
tive slave,  who  escapes  into  a  state  or  country 
where  slavery  is  not  allowed,  and  there  oon- 
tracts  a  marriage ;  or  the  validity  of  such  ,a 
marriage,  where  the  master,  beine  a  citizen  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  voluntarily  goes  with 
his  slave,  in  itinere,  into  a  state  or  country 
which  does  not  permit  slavery  to  exist,  and  the 
slave  there  contracts  marriage  without  the 
consent  of  his  master ;  for  in  this  case,  it  ir 
agreed,  Dr.  Emerson  did  ooBsent;  and  no  fur- 
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ther  question  can  arise  concerning  his  rights, 
so  far  as  their  assertion  is  inconsistent  with 
the  validity  of  the  marriage.  Nor  do  I  know 
of  any  ground  for  the  assertion  that  this  mar- 
riage was  in  fraud  of  any  law  of  Missouri.  It 
has  been  held  by  this  court,  that  a  bequest  of 
property  by  a  master  to  his  slave,  by  neces- 
sary implication  entitles  the  slave  to  his  free- 
dom ;  l>ecause,  only  as  a  freeman  could  he  take 
and  hold  the  bequest.  (Legrand  v,  Darnall, 
2  Pet.  R.  664.)  It  has  also  been  held,  that 
when  a  master  goes  with  his  slave  to  reside  for 
an  indefinite  period  in  a  state  where  slavery  is 
not  tolerated,  this  operates  as  an  act  of  manu- 
mission ;  because  it  is  safficiently  expressive 
of  the  consent  of  the  master  that  the  slave 
should  be  free.  (2  Marshall's  Ken.  R.  470 ; 
14  Martin's  Louis.  R.  401). 

What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  the  consent  of 
the  master,  that  the  slave  may  contract  a  law- 
ful marriage,  attended  with  ail  the  civil  rights 
and  duties  which  belong  to  that  relation ;  that 
he  may  enter  into  a  relation  which  none  but  a 
free  man  can  assume — a  relation,  which  in- 
volves not  only  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
slave,  but  those  of  the  other  party  to  the  con- 
tract, and  of  their  descendants  to  the  remotest 
generation  ?  In  my  judgment,  there  can  be 
no  more  effectual  abandonment  of  the  leeal 
rights  of  a  master  over  his  slave,  than  by  tne 
consent  of  the  master  that  the  slave  should 
enter  into  a  contract  of  marriage,  in  a  free 
state,  attended  by  all  the  civil  rights  and  obli- 
gations which  belong  to  that  condition. 

And  any  claim  by  Dr.  Emerson,  or  any  one 
claiming  under  him,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
deny  the  validity  of  thb  marriage,  and  the 
lawful  paternity  of  the  children  born  from  it, 
wherever  asserted,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  claim 
inconsistent  with  good  faith  and  sound  reason, 
as  well  as  with  the  rules  of  international  law. 
And  I  go  further :  in  my  opinion,  a  law  of  the 
state  of  Missouri,  which  should  thus  annul  a 
marriage,  lawfully  contracted  by  these  parties 
while  resident  in  Wisconsin,  not  in  fraud  of 
any  law  of  Missouri,  or  of  any  right  of  Dr. 
Emerson,  who  consented  thereto,  would  be  a 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  and 
within  the  prohibition  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  (See  4  Wheat.  629,  695, 
696.) 

To  avoid  misapprehension  on  this  important 
and  difficult  subject,  I  will  state,  distinctly, 
the  conclusions  at  which  I  have  arrived.  They 
are: — 

First  The  rules  of  international  law  res- 
pecting the  emancipation  of  slaves,  by  the 
rightful  operation  of  the  laws  of  another  state 
or  country  upon  the  sUUu^  of  the  slave,  while 
resident  in  such  foreign  state  or  county,  are 
part  of  the  common  law  of  Missouri,  and  have 
not  been  abrogated  by  any  statute  law  of  that 
ttaM. 

Sftcond,  The  laws  of  the  United  States,  con- 
Btrtutionally  enacted,  which  operated  directly 
on  and  changed  the  status  of  a  slave  coming 
into  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  with  his  mas- 
ter who  went  thither  to  reside  for  an  indefinite 


length  of  time,  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  had 
a  rightful  operation  on  the  status  of  the  slave, 
and  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  inter- 
national law  that  this  change  of  status  should 
be  recognised  everywhere.  ^ 

Third.  The  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
operation  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  at  the 
time  of  the  plaintiff's  residence  there,  did  act 
directly  on  the  status  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
change  his  status  to  that  of  a  free  man. 

Fourth.  The  plaintiff  and  his  wife  were 
capable  of  contracting,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  Dr.  Emerson,  did  contract  a  marriaee  in 
that  territory,  valid  under  its  laws;  and  the 
validity  of  this  marriage  cannot  be  questioned 
hi  Missouri,  save  hy  showing  that  it  was  in 
fraud  of  the  laws  of  that  state,  or  of  some 
right  derived  from  them;  which  cannot  be 
shown  in  this  case,  because  the  master  con- 
sented to  it. 

Fifth.  That  the  consent  of  the  master  that 
his  slave,  residing  in  a  country  which  does 
not  tolerate  slavery,  may  enter  into  a  lawful 
contract  of  marriage,  attended  with  the  civil 
rights  and  duties  which  belong  to  that  condi- 
tion, is  an  effectual  act  of  emancipation.  And 
the  law  does  not  enable  Dr.  Emerson,  or  any 
one  claiming  under  him,  to  assert  a  title  to  the 
married  persons  as  slaves,  and  thus  destroy 
the  obligation  of  the  contract  of  marriage,  anil 
bastardize  their  issue,  and  reduce  them  to  sla- 
very. 

int  it  is  insbted  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri  has  settled  this  case  by  its  decision 
in  Scott  V.  Emerson  (15  Missouri  Reports, 
576);  and  that  this  decision  is  in  conformity 
with  the  weight  of  authority  elRewhere,  and 
with  sound  principles.  If  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Missouri  had  placed  its  decision  on  tiic 
ground  that  it  appeared  Dr.  Emerson  nevtT 
became  domiciled  in  the  territory,  and  ho  it^ 
laws  could  not  rightfully  operate  on  him  and 
his  slave ;  and  the  facts  that  ho  wont  tliore  to 
reside  indefinitely,  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  lawfully 
married  there,  with  Dr.  Emerson's  consent. 
were  left  out  of  view,  the  decision  would  find 
support  in  other  cases,  and  I  might  not  be  pre- 
pared to  deny  its  correctness.  But  the  deci- 
sion is  not  rested  on  this  ground.  The  d<tmicil 
of  Dr.  Emerson  in  that  territory  is  not  ques- 
tioned in  that  decision ;  and  it  is  placed  on  a 
broad  denial  of  the  operation,  in  Missouri,  of 
the  law  of  any  foreign  state  or  country  upon 
the  status  of  a  slave,  going  with  his  master 
from  Missouri  into  suc^h  foreign  state  or  coun- 
try, even  though  they  went  thither  to  become, 
and  actually  became,  permanent  iuhabitant^ 
of  suchforeign  state  or  country,  the  laws  where- 
of acted  directly  on  the  status  of  the  slave,  and 
changed  his  status  to  that  of  a  freeman. 

To  the  correctness  of  such  a  decision  I  can- 
not assent.  In  my  judgment,  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  court  in  that  case  is  in 
conflict  with  its  previous  decisions,  with  a 
great  weight  of  judicial  authority  in  other 
slavcholdi^g   states,  and  with  fundamental 
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minciples  of  priyate  international  law.  Mr. 
Chief  Justice  Gamble,  in  his  dissenting  opin- 
ion in  that  case,  said : — 

**  I  regard  the  question  as  conclasively  set- 
tled by  repeated  iidjudications  of  this  court ; 
and  if  I  aoubted  or  denied  the  propriety  of 
those  decisions,  I  would  not  feel  myself  any 
more  at  liberty  to  ovortum  them,  than  I  would 
any  other  series  of  decisions  by  which  the  law 
upon  any  other  question  had  been  settled. 
Tnere  is  with  me  nothing  in  the  law  of  slavery 
which  distinguishes  it  from  the  law  on  any 
other  subject,  or  allows  any  more  accommoda- 
tion tp  the  temporary  excitements  which  have 
sath^ed  around  it.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  But 
m  the  midst  of  all  such  excitement,  it  is  piy>- 
per  that  the  judicial  mind,  calm  and  self- 
balanced,  should  adhere  to  principles  estab- 
blished  when  there  was  no  feeling  to  disturb 
th^  view  of  the  legal  questions  upon  which 
the  rights  of  parties  depend." 

"  In  this  state,  it  has  been  recognised  from 
the  beginning  of  the  government  as  a  correct 
position  in  law,  that  the  master  who  takes  his 
slave  to  reside  in  a  state  or  territory  where 
Blavery  is  prohibited,  thereby  emancipates  his 
slave.''  ( Winney  c.  Whitesides,  1  Mo.  473 ; 
Le  Grange  ».  Chouteau,  2  Mo.  20 ;  Milley  v. 
Smith,  lb.  36 ;  Ralph  r.  Duncan,  3  Mo.  194 ; 
Julia  9.  McKinney,  lb.  270 ;  Nat  v.  Ruddle, 
lb.  400 ;  Rachel  t.  Walker,  4  Mo.  350 ;  Wilson 
9,  Melvin,  592.) 

Chief  Justice  Gamble  has  also  examined 
the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  other  states  in 
which  slavery  is  established,  and  finds  them 
in  accordance  with  these  preceding  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri  to  which 
he  refers. 

It  would  be  a  useless  parade  of  learning 
for  me  to  go  over  the  ground  which  he  has  so 
fully  and  ably  occupied. 

But  it  is  nirther  insisted  we  are  bound  to 
follow  this  decision.  I  do  not  think  so.  In 
this  case,  it  is  to  be  determined  what  laws  of 
the  United  States  were  in  operation  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  what  was  their 
effect  on  the  stattis  of  the  plaintiff.  Could 
the  plaintiff  contract  a  lawful  marriage  there  ? 
Does  any  law  of  the  state  of  Missouri  impair 
the  obligation  of  that  contract  of  marriage, 
destroy  his  rights  as  a  husband,  bastardize  the 
issue  of  the  marriage,  and  reduce  them  to  a 
state  of  slavery  ? 

These  questions,  which  arise  exclusively 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  this  court,  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  has  the  rightful 
authority  finally  to  decide.  And  if  we  look 
beyond  these  questions,  we  come  to  the  con- 
sideration whether  the  rules  of  international 
law,  which  are  part  of  the  laws  of  Missouri 
until  displaced  by  some  statute  not  alleged  to 
exiKt,  do  or  do  not  require  the  status  of  the 
plaintiff,  as  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin,  to  be  recognised  in  Missouri. 
Upon  such  a  question,  not  depending  on  any 
statute  or  local  usage,  but  on  principles  of 
uniyersal  jurisprudence,  this  court  has  re- 


peatedly asserted  it  could  not  hold  itself  bound 
Dy  the  decisions  of  state  courts,  however  great 
respect  might  be  felt  for  their  learning,  ability, 
ana  impartialitv.  (See  Swifl  v,  ^son,  16 
Peters's  R.  1;  Carpenter  r.  The  Providence 
Ins.  Co.,  lb.  495  ;  Foxcroft  r.  Mallet,  4  How 
353  ;  Rowan  o.  Runnels,  5  IIow.  134.) 

Some  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the  fact 
that  the  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri  was  between  these  parties,  and  the 
suit  there  was  abandoned  to  obtain  another 
trial  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

In  Homer  r.  Brown  (16  IIow.  354),  this 
court  made  a  decision  upon  the  construction 
of  a  devise  of  lands,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Massachusetts,  between  the  same  parties, 
respecting  the  same  subject-matter — the  claim- 
ant having  become  nonsuit  in  the  state  court, 
in  order  to  bring  his  action  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States.  I  did  not  sit  in 
that  case,  having  been  of  counsel  for  one  of 
the  parties  while  at  the  bar ;  but,  on  examin- 
ing the  report  of  the  argument  of  the  counsel 
for  the  plamtiff  in  error,  I  find  they  made  the 
point,  tiiat  this  court  ought  to  give  effect  to 
the  construction  put  upon  the  will  by  the  state 
court,  to  the  end  that  rights  respecting  lands 
may  be  governed  by  one  law,  and  that  the 
law  of  the  place  where  the  lands  are  situated ; 
that  they  referred  to  the  state  decision  of  the 
case,  reported  in  3  Cushing,  390,  and  to  many 
decisions  of  this  court.  But  this  court  does 
not  seem  to  have  considered  the  point  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  notice  it  in  their  opinions. 
In  Millar  r.  Austin  (13  How.  218),  an  action 
was  brought  by  the  endorsee  of  a  written 
promise.  The  question  was,  whether  it  was 
negotiable  under  a  statute  of  Ohio.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  that  state  having  decided 
it  was  not  negotiable,  the  plaintiff  became 
nonsuit,  and  brought  his  action  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  UnitSi  States.  The  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  reported  in  4 
Ves.,  L.  J.  527,  was  relied  on.  This  court 
unanimously  held  the  paper  to  be  negotiable. 

When  the  decisions  of  the  highest  court  of  a 
state  are  directly  in  conflict  with  each  other, 
it  has  been  repeatedly  held,  here,  that  the  last 
decision  is  not  necessarily  to  be  taken  as  the 
rule.  (State  Bank  v,  Knoop,  16  How.  369 ; 
Pease  r.  Peck,  18  IIow.  599.| 

To  these  considerations  I  desire  to  add,  that 
it  was  not  made  known  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Missouri,  so  far  as  appears,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  married  in  Wisconsin  with  the  con- 
sent of  Dr.  Emerson,  and  it  is  not  made 
known  to  us  that  Dr.  Emerson  was  a  citizen 
of  Missouri,  a  fact  to  which  that  court  seem 
to  have  attached  much  importance. 

Sitting  here  to  administer  the  law  between 
these  parties,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  sui^ 
render  my  own  convictions  of  what  the  law 
requires,  to  the  authority  of  the  decision  in  15 
Missouri  Reports. 

I  have  thus  far  assumed,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  the  argument,  uiat  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  slavery  in  this  terri- 
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tory,  were  oonstitutionallj  enacted  by  Con- 
gress. It  remains  to  inquire  whether  they 
are  constitutional  and  binding  laws. 

In  the  argument  of  this  pa?t  of  the  case  at 
bar,  it  was  justly  considered  by  all  the  coun- 
sel to  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  source  of 
the  power  of  Cong^ress  over  the  territory  be- 
longmg  to  the  United  States.  Until  t&is  is 
ascertained,  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  the 
extent  of  that  power.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
maintained  that  the  Constitution  contains  no 
express  grant  of  power  to  organize  and  govern 
what  is  now  known  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  a  territory.  That  whatever  power 
of  this  kind  exists,  is  derived  by  implication 
from  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  hold 
and  acquire  territory  out  of  the  limits  of  any 
state,  and  the  necessity  for  its  having  some 
government. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  insisted  that  the 
Constitution  has  not  failed  to  make  an  ex- 
press provision  for  this  end,  and  that  it  is 
found  m  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
ele  of  the  Constitution. 

To  determine  which  of  these  is  the  correct 
view,  it  is  needful  to  advert  to  some  facts  re- 
specting this  subject,  which  existed  when  the 
Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted.  It  will 
be  found  that  these  facts  not  only  shed  much 
light  on  the  question,  whether  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  omitted  to  make  a  provision 
concerning  the  power  of  Congress  to  organize 
and  govern  territories,  but  they  will  abo  aid 
in  the  construction  of  any  provision  which 
may  have  been  made  respecting  this  subject. 

Under  the  Confederation,  the  unsettled  ter- 
ritory within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
had  been  a  subject  of  deep  interest.  Some  of 
the  states  insisted  that  these  lands  were  within 
their  chartered  boundaries,  and  that  they  had 
succeeded  to  the  title  of  the  Crown  to  the  soil. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  that  the 
vacant  lands  had  been  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  by  the  war  carried  on  by  them  under 
a  common  government  and  for  the  common 
interest. 

This  dispute  was  further  complicated  by 
unsettled  questions  of  boundary  among  seve- 
ral states.  It  not  only  delayed  the  accession 
of  Maryland  to  the  Confederation,  but  at  one 
time  seriously  threatened  its  existence.  (5 
Jour,  of  Cong.  208,  442.)  Under  the  pressure 
of  these  circumstances.  Congress  earnestly  re- 
oommended  to  the  several  states  a  cession  of 
their  claims  and  rights  to  the  United  States. 
(5  Jour,  of  Cong.  442.)  And  before  the  Con- 
stitution was  rramcd,  it  had  been  begun. 
That  by  New  York  had  been  made  on  the  Ist 
day  of  March,  1781 ;  that  of  Virginia  on  the 
Itft  day  of  March,  1784 ;  that  of  Massachu- 
setts on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1785 ;  that  of 
Connecticut  on  the  14th  aay  of  September, 
1786 ;  that  of  South  Carolina  on  the  8th  day 
of  August,  1787,  while  the  Convention  for 
framing  the  Constitution  was  in  session. 

It  is  very  material  to  observe,  in  this  con- 
Dtxion,  that  each  of  these  aott  cedes,  in  terms, 


to  the  United  States,  as  well  the  jurisdiction 
as  the  soil. 

It  is  also  equally  important  to  note  that, 
when  the  Constitution  was  framed  and 
adopted,  this  plan  of  vesting  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  common  good,  the  great  tracts 
of  ungranted  lands  claimed  by  the  several 
states,  in  which  so  deep  an  interest  was  felt, 
was  yet  incomplete.  It  remained  for  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia  to  cede  tbcir  extensive 
and  valuable  claims.  These  were  made,  by 
North  Carolina  on  the  25th  day  of  Fehruarj-, 
1790,  and  by  Georgia  on  the  24th  day  of  April, 
1802.  The  terms  of  these  last-mentioned  fo*»- 
sions  will  hereafter  be  noticed  in  another  con- 
nexion ;  but  I  observe  here  that  each  of  them 
distinctly  shows,  upon  its  face,  that  they  were 
not  only  in  execution  of  the  general  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation, 
out  of  a  formed  purpose  of  each  of  these 
states,  existing  when  the  assent  of  their  re- 
spective people  was  given  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  then,  that  when  the  Federal 
Constitution  was  framed,  and  presented  to 
tJie  people  of  the  several  states  tor  their  con- 
sideration, the  unsettled  territory  was  viewed 
as  justly  applicable  to  the  common  benefit,  so 
far  as  it  then  had  or  might  attain  thereafter  a 
pecuniary  value ;  and  so  far  as  it  might  be- 
come the  seat  of  new  states,  to  l>e  adinitted 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  states.  And  also  that  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  to  that  unsettled  territory 
were  of  different  kinds.  The  titles  of  the  states 
of  New  York,  Virginia,  MaseaohuHotts,  Con- 
necticut, and  South  Carolina,  as  well  of  soil 
as  of  jurisdiction,  had  been  transferred  to  the 
United  States.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
had  not  actually  made  transfers,  but  a  confi- 
dent expectation,  founded  on  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  justice  of  the  general  claim,  and 
fully  justified  by  the  results,  was  entertainetl, 
that  these  cessions  would  be  made.  The  ordi- 
nance of  1787  had  made  provision  for  the 
temporary  government  of  so  much  of  the  ter- 
ritory actuuly  ceded  as  lay  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

But  it  must  have  been  apparent,  both  to  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  and  the  people  of 
the  several  states  who  were  to  act  upon  it,  thai 
the  government  thus  provided  for  could  ntit 
continue,  unless  the  Constitution  should  con- 
fer on  the  United  States  the  necessary  powers 
to  continue  it.  That  temporary  government, 
under  the  ordinance,  was  to  consist  of  certain 
officers,  to  be  appointed  by  and  responsible' 
to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation ;  their 
powers  had  been  conferred  and  defined  by 
the  ordinance.  So  far  as  it  provided  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  territory,  it  was 
an  ordinary  act  of  lepslation,  deriving  its 
force  from  the  legislative  power  of  Congress, 
and  depending  for  its  vitality  upon  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  legislative  power.  But  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  for  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  after  the  adoption  of  the  ConitiUi- 


DRED  SCOTT  CASB-JUSTICE  GURTIS'S  OPINION. 


IM 


turn,  most  necessarily  be  officers  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confe- 
deration ;  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the 
President,  and  exercising  powers  derived  from 
the  United  States  under  the  Constitution. 

Such  was  the  relation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Northwestern  Territory,  which 
all  reflecting  men  must  have  foreseen  would 
exist,  when  the  government  created  by  the 
Constitution  should  supersede  that  of  the  Con- 
federation. That  if  the  new  government  should 
be  without  power  to  govern  this  territory,  it 
oould  not  appoint  and  commission  officers,  and 
send  them  into  the  territory,  to  exercise  there 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  power ;  and 
that  this  territory,  which  was  even  then  for^ 
seen  to  be  so  important,  both  politically  and 
financially,  to  all  the  existing  states,  must  be 
left  not  only  without  the  control  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  in  respect  to  its  future  politi- 
<uil  relations  to  the  rest  of  the  states,  but  ab- 
solutely without  any  government,  save  what  its 
inhabitants,  acting  in  their  primary  capacity, 
might  from  time  to  time  create  for  themselves. 

But  this  Northwestern  Territory  was  not  the 
only  territory,  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  where- 
of were  then  understood  to  have  been  ceded  to 
the  United  States.  The  cession  by  South 
Carolina,  made  in  August,  1787,  was  of  '*  all 
the  territory  included  within  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, and  a  line  beginning  at  that  part  of 
the  said  river  which  is  intersected  oy  the 
southern  boundary  of  North  Carolina,  and 
continuing  along  the  said  boundary  line  until 
it  intersects  the  ridge  or  chain  of  mountains 
which  divides  the  eastern  from  the  western 
waters  ;  then  to  be  continued  alonjg  the  top  of 
Aaid  ridge  of  mountains,  until  it  mtersects  a 
line  to  be  drawn  due  west  from  the  head  of 
tlie  southern  branch  of  the  Tugaloo  river,  to 
the  said  mountains  ;  and  thence  to  run  a  due 
west  course  to  the  river  Mississippi." 

It  is  true  that  by  subsequent  explorations  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  source  of  the  Tugaloo 
river,  upon  which  the  title  of  South  Carolina 
depended,  was  so  far  to  the  northward,  that 
the  transfer  conveyed  only  a  narrow  slip  of 
land,  about  twelve  miles  wide,  lying  on  the 
t«>p  of  the  ridge  of  mountains,  and  extending 
from  the  northern  boundary  of  Georf^ia  to  the 
iKMithern  boundary  of  North  Caroima.  But 
this  was  a  discovery  made  long  after  the  ces- 
sion, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,  in  making  the  cession,  and 
the  Congress  in  ac<;epting  it,  viewed  it  as  a 
tnmsfer  to  the  United  States  of  the  soil  and 
jarifidiction  of  an  extensive  and  important 
part  of  the  unsettled  territory  ceded  by  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
ihoogh  its  quantity  or  extent  then  remained 
to  be  ascertained.* 

It  must  be  remembered  also,  as  has  been 

*  Nfiie  by  Mr.  Juftiee  C^trUs.    This  statement  that  tcme 

f  did  actiuUIy  pa«8  by  this  cewioa,  is  \Mkwx  from  the 

of  the  coart.  deil? end  by  Mr.  Joctice  Wayne,  in  the 

of  Howard  r.  IngPTMU.  reported  in  13  Uow.  405.    It  it 

re  matter,  and,  on  Home  examinatioo  of  it,  I  hare 

to  doabt  whether  any  territory  actoally  Muaed  by 

But  as  the  Hict  li  not  itapoftaat  to  th*  tnw 
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already  stated,  that  not  on|jr  was  there  a  con- 
fident expectatk/n  entertained  by  the  other 
states,  that  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  wouLl 
complete  the  plan  already  so  far  executed  by 
New  York,  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, and  South  Carolina,  but  that  the  opinion 
was  in  no  small  degree  prevalent,  that  the 
just  title  to  this  '*  back  country/'  as  it  wai* 
termed,  had  vested  in  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  and  could  not  rightfully 
be  claimed  by  any  individual  state. 

There  is  another  consideration  applicable  to 
this  part  of  Uie  subject,  and  entitled,  in  my 
judgment,  to  great  weight. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  as- 
sumed the  power  not  only  to  dispose  of  the 
lands  ced^  but  to  institute  governments 
and  make  laws  for  their  inhabituits.  In 
other  words,  they  had  proceeded  to  act  under 
the  cession,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  as 
well  of  the  jurisdiction  as  of  the  soil.  This 
ordinance  was  passed  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1787.  The  convention  for  framing  the  Constitu- 
tion was  then  in  session  at  Philadelphia.  The 
proof  is  direct  and  decisive,  that  it  was  known 
to  the  convention.*  It  is  equally  clear  that  it 
was  admitted  and  understood  not  to  be  withiik 
the  legitimate  powers  of  the  Confederation  to 
pass  this  ordinance.  (Jefferson's  Works,  voL. 
9,  pp.  251,  276;  Federalist,  Nos.  38,  43.) 

Tne  importance  of  conferring  on  the  new 
government  regular  powers  commensurate 
with  the  objects  to  be  attained,  and  thus 
avoiding  the  alternative  of  a  failure  to  execute 
the  trust  assumed  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
cessions  made  and  expected,  or  its  execution 
by  usurpation,  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  per-- 
ceived.  That  it  was  in  fact  perceived,  is 
clearly  shown  by  the  Federalist  (No.  38),. 
where  this  very  argument  is  made  use  of  in 
commendation  of  the  Constitution. 

Keeping  these  facts  in  view,  it  may  confir- 
dently  be  asserted  that  there  is  very  strong 
reason  to  believe,  before  we  examine  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  that  the  necessity  for  a  compe^ 
tent  grant  of  power  to  hold,  dispose  of,  and 
govern  territory,  ceded  and  expected  to  be 
ceded,  could  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
those  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Constitution ; 
and  tbat  if  it  did  not  escape  their  attention,  it 
could  not  fail  to  be  adequately  provided  for. 

Any  other  conclusion  would  involve  the 
assumption  that  a  subject  of  the  gravest  na* 
tional  concern,  respecting  which  the  small 
states  felt  so  much  jealousy  that  it  had  been 
almost  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  for-- 
mation  of  the  Confederation,  and  as  to  which 
all  the  states  had  deep  pecuniary  and  political 
interests,  and  which  nad  been  so  recently  and 
constantly  agitated,  was  nevertheless  over-- 
looked  ;  or  that  such  a  subject  was  not  over- 
looked, but  designedly  left  unprovided  for,. 


ment,  I  have  not  thonght  it  neeessary  further  to  iiivei*tl> 
gate  it 

*  It  waa  pabliehed  in  a  newepaper  at  Philadelphia,  in 
May,  and  a  eopj  of  It  waa  aent  by  R.  H.  Lee  to  0«*n.  Waah 
ingtoa,  on  the  16th  of  Jnly.  (Bee  p.  S61,  Oor.  of  Am.  Eevv 
v«l  4v  Md  Writii«f^  VwMqsl«Pt»  T0k  9,^  »4> 
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though  it  was  manifestly  a  subieot  of  common 
concern,  which  belonged  to  the  care  of  the 

reral  gOTernment,  and  adequate  proTision 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  deemed  neces- 
aary  and  proper. 

The  admission  of  new  states;  to  be  framed 
out  of  the  ceded  territory,  early  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  oonyention.  Among  the  reso- 
lutions introduced  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the 
29th  of  May,  was  one  on  this  subject  (Res. 
No.  10,  5  Elliot,  128),  which  having  been 
affirmed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
5th  of  June  (5  £lliot,  156),  and  reported  to 
the  convention  on  the  13th  of  June  (5  Elliot, 
190),  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Detail, 
to  prepare  the  Constitution,  on  the  26th  of 
July  (o  Elliot,  376).  This  committee  reported 
an  article  for  the  admission  of  new  states 
"  lawfully  constituted  or  established/'  Noth- 
ing was  said  concerning  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prepare  or  form  such  states.  This  omission 
struck  Mr.  Madison,  who,  on  the  18th  of 
August  (5  Elliot,  439),  moved  for  the  inser- 
tion of  power  to  dispose  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  institute 
temporary  governments  for  new  states  arising 
therein. 

On  the  29th  of  August  (5  Elliot,  492),  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  taken  up,  and 
after  debate,  which  exhibited  great  diversity 
of  views  concerning  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
viding for  the  subject,  arising  out  of  the  sup- 
posed diversity  oi  interests  of  the  large  and 
small  states,  and  between  those  which  had  and 
those  which  had  not  unsettled  territory,  but 
no  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  some  adequate  provision 
tor  the  subject,  Gouvemeur  Morris  moved  the 
clause  as  it  stands  in  the  Constitution.  This 
met  with  general  approbation,  and  was  at  once 
adopted.    The  whole  section  is  as  follows : — 

**  New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union ;  but  no  new  state  shall 
be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  other  state,  nor  any  state  be  formed  by 
the  junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts 
of  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states  concerned,  as  well  as  of 
Congress. 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in 
this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or 
any  particular  state." 

That  Congress  has  some  power  to  institute 
temporary  governments  over  the  territory,  I 
believe  aU  agree ;  and,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
the  necessity  of  some  power  to  govern  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  oouM  net  and 
did  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  convention 
and  the  people,  and  that  the  necessity  is  so 
great,  that,  in  Uie  absence  of  any  express 
grant,  it  is  strong  enoueh  to  raise  an  implica- 
tion of  the  existence  of  that  power,  it  would 
seem  to  follow  that  it  is  also  strong  enough  to 
afford  material  aid  in  odnstraing  an  express 


grant  of  power  respecting  that  territory ;  abd 
uiat  they  who  maintain  the  existence  of  the 
power,  without  finding  any  words  at  all  in 
which  it  is  conveyed,  should  be  willing  to 
receive  a  reasonable  interpretation  of  langnag* 
of  the  Constitution,  manifestly  intended  to 
relate  to  the  territory,  and  to  convex  to  Con- 
gress some  authority  concerning  it. 

It  would  seem,  also,  that  when  we  find  the 
subject-matter  of  the  grovrth  and  formation 
and  admission  of  new  states,  and  the  disposal 
of  the  territory  for  these  ends,  were  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  some  provision  therefore 
was  expressly  made,  it  is  improbable  that  it 
would  be,  in  its  terms,  a  grossly  inadequate 
provision;  and  that  an  indispensably  neces- 
sary power  to  institute  temporary  govem- 
mente,  and  to  legislate  for  the  inhaoitante  of 
the  territory,  was  passed  silently  by,  and 
left  to  be  deduced  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case. 

In  the  argument  at  the  bar,  great  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  territory." 

Ordinarily,  when  the  territory  of  a  sovereign 
power  is  spoken  of,  it  refers  to  that  tract  of 
country  which  is  under  the  political  jurisdio- 
tion  of  that  sovereign  power.  Thus  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  (in  United  States  v.  Bevans, 
3  Wheat.  386)  says:  "What,  then,  is  the 
extent  of  jurisdiction  which  a  state  possesses  t 
We  answer,  without  hesitation,  the  ^urisdio- 
tion  of  a  state  is  coextensive  with  its  terri- 
tory." Examples  might  easily  be  multiplied 
of  this  use  of  tne  word,  but  they  are  unneces- 
sary, because  it  is  familiar.  But  the  word 
"territory"  is  not  used  in  this  broad  and 
general  sense  in  this  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  United  States  held  a  great  tract  of 
country  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  another  tract, 
then  of  unknown  extent,  ceded  by  South 
Carolina;  and  a  confident  expectation  was 
then  entertained,  and  afterwards  realized, 
that  they  then  were  or  would  become  tlie 
owners  of  other  great  tracts,  claimed  by  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  These  coded  tracts 
lay  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  out  of  the  limits  of  any  particular  state ; 
and  the  cessions  embraced  the  civil  and  poli- 
tical jurisdiction,  and  so  much  of  the  soil  a? 
had  not  previously  been  granted  to  indivi- 
duals. 

These  words,  "territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,"  were  not  used  in  the  Consti- 
tution to  describe  an  abstraction,  but  to  iden- 
tify and  apply  to  these  actual  subjects  matter 
then  existing  and  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  other  similar  subjects  which  might 
afterwards  be  acc^uired ;  and  this  being  so,  all 
the  essential  qualities  and  incidents  attending 
such  actual  subjecte  are  embraced  within  the 
words  "territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States,"  as  fully  as  If  each  of  those  essential 

Sualities  and  incidonte  had  been  spocificallv 
escribed. 
I  say,  the  essential  qualities  and  incidents. 
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Bat  in  determining  what  were  the  essential 
4|BalitieB  and  incidents  of  the  subject  with 
which  ihej  were  dealing,  we  must  take  into 
•onaideration  not  only  aU  the  particular  facts 
wbieh  were  immediately  before  them,  but  the 
great  oonsideration,  ever  present  to  the  minds 
of  those  who  framed  and  adopted  the  Const!- 
tution,  that  they  were  making  a  frame  of  go- 
^?temment  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
mnd  their  posterity,  under  which  they  hoped 
the  United  States  might  be,  what  they  have 
now  beoome,  a  great  and  powerful  nation,  pos- 
mmmng  the  nower  to  make  war  and  to  conclude 
treaties,  ana  thus  to  acquire  territory.  (See 
C«rr6  9.  Pitot,  6  Cr.  336 ;  Am.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Can- 
ter, 1  Pet.  542.)  With  these  in  view,  I  turn 
Co  examine  the  clause  of  the  article  now  in 
qnestaon. 

It  is  said  this  provision  has  no  application 
to  any  territory  save  that  then  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  I  have  already  shown 
that,  when  the  Constitution  was  framed,  a  con- 
fident expectation  was  entertained,  which  was 
speedily  realized,  that  North  Carolina  and 
ueorgia  would  cede  their  claims  to  that  great 
territory  which  lay  west  of  those  states.  No 
donbt  has  been  suggested  that  the  first  clause 
of  this  same  article,  which  enabled  Congress 
lo  admit  new  states,  refers  to  and  includes  new 
states  to  be  formed  out  of  this  territory,  ex- 
pected to  be  thereafter  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  as  well  as  new  states  to  be 
formed  out  of  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
which  then  had  been  ceded  by  Virginia.  It 
must  have  been  seen,  therefore,  that  the  same 
necessity  would  exist  for  an  authority  to  dis- 
pose of  and  make  all  needful  regulations  re- 
specting this  territory,  when  ceded,  as  existed 
WT  a  like  authority  respecting  territory  which 
Had  been  ceded. 

No  reason  has  been  suggested  why  any  re- 
luctance should  have  been  felt,  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  to  apply  this  provision  to 
all  the  territory  which  might  belong  to  the 
United  States,  or  why  any  distinction  should 
have  been  made,  founded  on  the  accidental 
circumstance  of  the  dates  of  the  cessions  ;  a 
circumstance  in  no  way  material  as  respects 
the  necessi^  for  rules  and  regulations,  or  the 
propriety  of  conferring  on  the  Congress  power 
to  make  them.  And  if  we  look  at  the  course 
of  the  debates  in  the  Convention  on  this  arti- 
cle, we  shall  find  that  the  then  unceded  lands, 
90  far  from  having  been  left  out  of  view  in 
adopting  this  article,  constituted,  in  the  minds 
of  members,  a  subject  of  even  paramount  im- 
portance. 

Aeain,  in  what  an  extraordinary  position 
would  the  limitation  of  this  clause  to  territory 
then  belonging  to  the  United  States,  place  the 
territory  which  lay  within  the  chartered  limits 
of  Nortn  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The  title  to 
that  territory  was  then  claim^  by  those  states, 
and  by  the  United  States;  their  respective 
elaims  are  purposely  left  unsettled  by  the  ex- 
press words  of  this  clause ;  and  when  cessions 
were  made  by  those  states,  they  were  merely 
of  their  claims  to  this  territory,  the  United 


States  neither  admitting  nor  denying  the  vali- 
dity of  those  claims ;  so  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble then,  and  has  ever  since  remained  impos- 
sible, to  know  whether  this  territory  did  or  did 
not  then  belong  to  the  United  States;  and, 
consequently,  to  know  whether  it  was  within 
or  without  the  authority  conferred  by  this 
clause,  to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  This  attributes  to  the  eminent  men 
who  acted  on  this  subject  a  want  of  ability 
and  forecast,  or  a  want  of  attention  to  tliu 
known  fiicts  upon  which  they  were  acting,  in 
which  I  cannot  concur. 

There  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  anything  in 
the  language,  the  history,  or  the  subject-matter 
of  this  article,  which  restricts  its  operation  to 
territory  owned  by  the  United  States  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted. 

But  it  is  also  insisted  that  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  respecting  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States  do  not  apply  to  territory  ac- 
quired by  treaty  from  a  foreign  nation.  This 
objection  must  rest  upon  the  position  that  the 
Constitution  did  not  authorize  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  acquire  foreign  territory,  and  con- 
sequently has  made  no  provision  for  its  govern- 
ment wnen  acquired;  or,  that  though  the 
acquisition  of  foreign  territory  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution,  its  provisions  con- 
cerning the  admission  of  new  states,  and  the 
making  of  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  were  not  designed  to  be  applicable  to 
territory  acquired  from  foreign  nations. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  1803,  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  it 
was  made  a  question,  whether  the  Constitution 
had  conferred  on  the  executive  department  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  power  to 
acquire  foreign  territory  by  a  treaty. 

There  is  evidence  that  very  grave  doubts 
were  then  entertained  concerning  the  exist- 
ence of  this  power.  But  that  there  was  then 
a  settled  opinion  in  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive branches  of  the  government,  that  this 
power  did  not  exist,  cannot  be  admitted,  with- 
out at  the  same  time  imputing  to  those  who 
negotiated  and  ratified  the  treaty,  and  passed 
the  laws  necessary  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
a  deliberate  and  known  violation  of  their 
oaths  to  support  the  Constitution ;  and  what- 
ever doubts  may  then  have  existed,  the  ques- 
tion must  now  be  taken  to  have  been  settled. 
Four  distinct  acquisitions  of  foreign  territory 
have  been  made  by  as  many  different  treaties, 
under  as  many  different  administrations.  Six 
states,  formed  on  such  territory,  are  now  in 
the  Union.  Every  branch  of  this  government, 
during  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years,  has 
participated  in  these  transactions.  To  ques- 
tion their  validity  now,  is  vain.  Aa  was  said 
by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshal],  in  the  Ameri- 
can Insurance  Company  ».  Canter  (1  Peters, 
542),  **  the  Constitution  confers  absolutely  on 
the  government  of  the  Union  the  powers  of 
making  war  and  of  making  treatiee;  oonse* 
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qii«nt]T,  that  government  poeeeaeee  the  power 
of  ftcqoiring  tenritorj,  either  bv  oonquest  or 
tireirtT."  (^Oerr6v.  Pitot,6Cr.336.)  And 
I  add,  it  also  poBseseeB  the  power  of  govern- 
ing it,  when  acquired,  not  by  resorting  to  sup- 
poeititiooa  pnowers,  nowhere  found  described 
in  the  Constitution,  but  expressly  granted  in 
the  authority  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

There  was  to  be  established  by  the  Consti- 
tution a  frame  of  government,  under  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  and  their  pos- 
terity were  to  continue  indefinitely.  To  take 
one  of  its  provisions,  the  language  of  which  is 
broad  enough  to  extend  throughout  the  exist- 
ence of  the  0>vemment,  and  embrace  all  ter- 
ritory bdongmg  to  the  United  Slates  through- 
out all  time,  aiKl  the  purposes  and  objects  of 
which  apply  to  all  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  narrow  it  down  to  territory  be- 
ion^g  to  the  United  States  when  the  Consti- 
tution was  framed,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
is  admitted  that  the  Constitution  contem- 
plated and  authorized  the  acquisition,  from 
time  to  time,  of  other  and  forei^  territory, 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  interpretation  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  nature  and  purposes  of  the 
instrument,  as  it  is  with  its  language,  and  I 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  it. 

I  oonstrue  this  clause,  therefore,  as  if  it  had 
read.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  those 
tracts  of  country,  out  of  the  limits  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  which  the  United  States  have  ac- 
quired, or  may  hereafler  acquire,  by  cessions, 
as  well  of  the  jurisdiction  as  of  the  soil,  so  far 
as  the  soil  may  be  the  property  of  the  party 
making  the  cession,  at  tne  time  of  making  it. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  words  "rules 
and  regulations"  are  not  appropriate  terms  in 
which  to  convey  authority  to  make  laws  for 
the  government  of  the  territory. 

But  it  mujBt  be  remembered  that  this  is  a 

Snt  of  power  to  the  Congress — that  it  is 
refore  necessarily  a  erant  of  power  to  legis- 
late—and, certainly,  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting a  particular  subject,  made  by  the 
legislative  power  of  a  countrv,  can  be  nothing 
but  laws.  Nor  do  the  particular  terms  em- 
ployed, in  my  judgment,  tend  in  any  degree 
to,  restrict  this  legislative  power.  Power 
pwted  to  a  legislature  to  make  all  needful 
roles  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory, 
is  a  power  to  pass  all  needful  laws  respect- 
ing it. 

^  The  word  reeulate,  or  reflation,  is  several 
times  used  in  Uie  Constitution.  It  is  used  in 
the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  to  de- 
scribe those  laws  of  the  states  which  prescribe 
the  times,  places,  and  manner,  of  choosing  Se- 
nators ana  Representatives;  in  the  second 
eeotion  of  the  fourth  article,  to  designate  the 
legislative  action  of  a  state  on  the  subiect  of 
fu^tives  firom  service,  having  a  very  close  re- 
lation to  the  matter  of  oar  present  inquiry ;  in 
tha  seoond  Motion  of  tha  toiid  artiele,  to  em- 


e>wer  Congress  to  fix  the  extent  of  the  ai^l- 
te  jurisdiction  of  this  court ;  and,  finally,  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  are  the 
words,  *'  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regu- 
late commerce." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  the  body  of 
legislation  which  has  been  enacted  under  this 
grant  of  power;  its  variety  and  extent  are 
well  known.  But  it  may  be  mentdobed,  in 
passing,  that  under  this  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  Congress  has  enacted  a  great  sys- 
tem of  municipal  laws,  and  extended  it  over 
the  vessels  and  crews  of  the  United  States  on 
the  hi^h  seas  and  in  foreign  ports,  and  even 
over  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  in 
China ;  and  has  established  judicatures,  with 
power  to  inflict  even  capital  punishment 
within  that  country. 

If,  then,  this  clause  does  contain  a  power 
to  Icj^late  respecting  the  territory,  what  are 
the  limits  of  that  power  ? 

To  this  I  answer,  that,  in  common  with  all 
the  other  legislative  powers  of  Conferees,  it 
finds  Kmits  in  the  express  prohibitions  on 
Congress  not  to  do  certain  tnings;  that,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  legislative  power,  Conness 
cannot  pass  an  ex  post  facto  law  or  bill  of 
attainder ;  and  so  in  respect  to  each  of  the 
other  prohibitions  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Besides  this,  the  rules  and  regulations  must 
be  needful.  But  undoubtedly  the  question 
whether  a  particular  rule  or  regulation  be 
needful,  must  be  finally  determined  by  Con- 
gress itself.  Whether  a  law  be  needful,  is  a 
legislative  or  political,  not  a  judicial,  ques- 
tion. Whatever  Congress  deems  needful  is 
so,  under  the  grant  of  power. 

Nor  am  I  aware  that  it  has  ever  been  ques- 
tioned that  laws  providing  for  the  temporarv 
government  of  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
are  needful,  not  only  to  prepare  them  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Union  as  states,  but  even  to  en- 
able tho  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  lands. 

Without  government  and  social  order,  there 
can  be  no  property ;  for  without  law,  its  owner- 
ship, its  use,  and  the  power  of  disposing  of  it, 
cease  to  exist,  in  the  sense  in  which  those 
words  are  used  and  understood  in  all  civilised 
states. 

Since,  then,  this  power  was  manifestly  con- 
ferred to  enable  the  United  States  to  dispose  of 
its  public  lands  to  settlers,  and  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union  as.  states,  when  in  the  judg- 
ment of  Congress  they  should  be  fitted  tnere- 
for,  since  these  were  the  needs  provided  for, 
since  it  is  confessed  that  govcmmont  is  indis- 
pensable to  provide  for  those  needs,  and  the 
power  is,  to  make  aU  needfkU  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territory,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  this  IS  a  power  to  govern  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory,  by  such  laws  as  Congress 
deems  needful  until  they  obtain  admission  as 
states. 

Whether  they  should  be  thus  governed  solely 
by  laws  enacted  by  Congress,  or  partly  by 
lawa  enacted  by  legislative  power  onferred 
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by  Congress,  is  one  of  those  questions  which  I 
depend  on  the  judgment  of  Congress — a  ques- 
tion which  of  these  is  needful. 

But  it  is  insisted,  that  whatever  other  powers 
Congress  may  have  respecting  the  territory  of 
the  united  States,  the  subject  of  negro  slavery 
forms  an  exception. 

The  .Constitution  declares  that  Congress 
■hall  have  power  to  make  '*  all  needful  rules 
ftnd  regulations''  respecting  the  territory  be- 
longing to  the  United  States. 

Tne  assertion  is,  though  the  Constitution 
says  all,  it  does  not  mean  all — though  it  says 
all,  without  qualification,  it  means  all  except 
each  as  allow  or  prohibit  slavery.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  it  is  incumbent  on  tbose  who 
would  thus  introduce  an  exception  not  found 
in  the  language  of  the  instrument,  to  exhibit 
some  solid  and  satisfactory  reason,  drawn  from 
the  subject-matter  or  the  purposes  and  objects 
of  the  clause,  the  context,  or  from  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  showing  that  the 
words  employed  in  this  clause  are  not  to  be 
understooa  according  to  their  clear,  plain^  and 
natural  signification. 

The  subject-matter  is  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  out  of  the  limits  of  every  state, 
and  consequently  under  the  exclusive  power 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Their  will 
respecting  it,  manifested  in  the  Constitution, 
ctLU  be  subject  to  no  restriction.  The  pur- 
poses and  objects  of  the  clause  were  the  en- 
actment of  laws  concerning  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  temporary  government 
of  the  settlers  thereon  until  new  states  should 
be  formed.  It  will  not  be  questioned  that, 
when  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  framed  and  adopted,  the  allowance  and  the 
prohibition  of  negro  slavery  were  recognised 
subjects  of  municipal  legislation ;  every  state 
hod  in  some  measure  acted  thereon  ;  and  the 
only  legislative  act  concerning  the  territory — 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  had  then  so  re- 
cently been  msscd — contained  a  prohibition 
of  slav-erv.  The  purpose  and  object  of  the 
clause  l)emg  to  enable  Congress  to  provide  a 
body  of  municipal  law  for  the  government  of 
the  settlers,  the  allowance  or  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  comes  within  the  known  and  recog- 
nised scope  of  that  purpose  and  object. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  context  which  quali- 
fies the  grant  of  power.  The  regulations  must 
be  *'  respecting  tne  territory."  An  enactment 
that  slavery  may  or  may  not  exist  there,  is  a 
regulation  respecting  the  territory.  Regula- 
tions must  be  needful;  but  it  is  necessarily 
left  to  the  legislative  discretion  to  determine 
whether  a  law  be  needful.  No  other  clause 
of  the  Constitution  has  been  referred  to  at  the 
bar,  or  has  been  seen  by  me,  which  imposes 
any  restriction  or  makes  any  exception  con- 
cerning the  power  of  Congress  to  allow  or  pro- 
hibit shivery  in  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

A  practical  construction,  nearly  contempo- 
raneous with  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
and  eontiaued  by  repeated  instances  through 
ft  long  series  of  years,  may  always  influence. 


and  in  doubtful  cates  dioald  determine,  the 
judicial  mind,  on  a  question  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution.  (Stuart  v.  Laira,  I 
Cranch,  269 ;  Martin  v.  Hunter,  1  Wheat  304; 
Cohens  t;.  Virginia,  6  Wheat.  264;  Prigg  «. 
Pennsylvania,  16  Pet.  621;  Cooley  t;.  Port 
Wardens,  12  How.  316.) 

In  this  view,  I  proceed  bri^y  to  examine 
the  practical  construction  placed  on  the  clause 
now  in  Question,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  in- 
clusion therein  of  power  to  permit  or  prohibit 
slavery  in  the  territories. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  thatafber  the  ^v- 
emment  of  the  United  States  was  organised 
under  the  Constitution,  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  northwestof  the  river  Ohio 
could  no  longer  exist,  save  under  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution. 
Whatever  legislative,  judicial,  or  executive  au- 
thority should  be  exercised  therein  could  be  de- 
rived only  from  the  people  of  the  United  States 
under  the  Constitution.  And,  accordingly,  an 
act  was  passed  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1789 
(1  Stat. at  Large, 50), which  recites:  '"Whereas^ 
in  order  that  the  ordinance  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  ^vernment  of 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  may 
continue  to  have  full  effect,  it  is  required  that 
certain  provisions  should  be  made,  so  as  to 
adapt  the  same  to  the  present  Constitution  of 
the  United  States."  It  th«n  provides  for  the 
appointment  by  the  President  of  all  officers, 
who,  by  force  of  the  ordinance,  were  to  have 
been  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, and  their  commission  in  the  man- 
ner required  by  the  Constitution:  and  em- 
powers the  secretary  of  the  territory  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  the  governor  in  case  of  the  death 
or  necessary  absence  of  the  latter. 

Here  is  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  will 
of  the  first  Congress,  of  which  fourteen  mcmr 
hers,  including  Mr.  I^Iadison,  had  been  memr 
l)ers  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  that  *  the  ordinance,  one  article 
of  which  prohibited  slavery,  '*  should  continue 
to  have  lull  effect.''  General  Wash ington« 
who  signed  this  bill,  as  President,  was  the  pre- 
sident of  that  Convention. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  important,  in 
this  connexion,  that  that  clause  in  the  ordi- 
nance which  prohibited  slavery  was  one  of  a 
series  of  articles  of  what  is  therein  termed  .a 
compact.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederation 
had  no  power  to  make  such  a  oompact,  nor  to 
act  at  all  on  the  subject ;  and  after  what  had 
been  so  recently  said  by  Mr.  Madison  on  this 
subject,  in  the  thirty-eighth  number  of  the 
FederalUt,  I  cannot  suppose  that  he,, or  any 
others  who  voted  for  this  bill,  attributed  any 
intrinsic  effect  to  what  was  denominated  in 
the  ordinance  a  compact  between  **  the  originid 
states  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  new 
territory  ;"  there  being  no  new  states  then  in 
existenoe  in  the  territory,  with  whom  a  com- 
pact could  be  made,  and  the  few  scattered 
inhabitants,  unorganised  into  a  political  body« 
not  being  oapable  of  becoming  a  pertv  to  a 
treaty^  ^ven  if  the  Oongseas  of  the  Con&deca 
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ticn  had  had  power  to  make  one  toaching  the 
gOTemment  of  that  territorr. 

I  consider  the  passage  of  this  law  to  have 
been  an  assertion  by  the  first  Con^ss  of  the 
power  of  the  United  States  to  prohibit  siaTery 
within  this  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  ;  for  it  clearly  shows  that  slavery  was 
thereafter  to  be  prohibited  there,  and  it  could 
be  prohibited  only  by  an  exertion  of  the  power 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  Constitution ; 
DO  other  power  being  capable  of  operating 
within  that  territory  after  the  Constitution 
took  effect. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1700  (1  Stat,  at  Large, 
106),  the  first  Congress  passed  an  act  accept- 
ing a  deed  of  cession  br  North  Carolina  of 
that  territory  afterwards  erected  into  the 
state  of  Tennessee.  The  fourth  express  con- 
dition contained  in  this  deed  of  cession,  after 
providing  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory 
shall  be  temporarily  n)vemed  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  beyond  the  Ohio,  is  followed 
by  these  words :  "  Provided,  always,  that  no 
regulations  made  or  to  be  made  by  Congress 
shall  tend  to  emancipate  slaves." 

This  provision  shows  that  it  vras  then  under- 
stood Congress  might  make  a  regulation  pro- 
hibiting slavery,  and  that  Confess  might  also 
allow  it  to  continue  to  exist  m  the  territory ; 
and  accordingly,  when,  a  few  days  later,  Con- 
gress passed  the  act  of  May  20th,  1790  (1  Stat, 
at  Large,  123),  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory south  of  thfe  river  Ohio,  it  provided, 
**  and  the  government  of  the  territory  south 
of  the  Ohio  shall  be  similar  to  that  now  exer- 
cised in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
except  so  far  as  is  otherwise  provided  in  the 
conditions  expressed  in  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  present  session,  entitled,  *  An  act  to  accept 
a  cession  of  the  claims  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  to  a  certain  district  of  Western  toi> 
ritory.' "  Under  the  government  thus  estab- 
lished, slavery  existed  until  the  territory  be- 
came the  state  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1798  (1  Stat,  at  Large, 
649),  an  act  was  passed  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment in  the  Mississippi  territory  in  all  respects 
like  that  exercised  m  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  '*  excepting  and  excluding  the 
last  article  of  the  ordinance  made  for  the  gov- 
ernment thereof  by  the  late  Congress,  on  the 
13th  dajr  of  July,  1787."  When  the  limits  of 
this  territory  had  been  amicably  settled  with 
Georgia,  and  the  latter  ceded  all  its  claim 
thereto,  it  was  one  stipulation  in  the  compact 
of  cession,  that  the  ordinance  of  July  13th, 
1787,  *'  shall  in  all  its  parts  extend  to  the  ter- 
ritory contained  in  the  present  act  of  cession, 
that  article  only  excepted  which  forbids  sla- 
very." The  government  of  this  territory  was 
subsequently  established  and  organized  under 
the  act  of  May  10th,  1800 ;  but  so  much  of  the 
ordinance  as  prohibited  slavery  was  not  put 
in  operation  there. 

Without  going  minutely  into  the  details  of 
each  case,  1  wiU  now  give  reference  to  two 
classes  of  acts,  in  one  of  which  Congress  has 
axtended  the  ordinance  of  1787,  including  the 


article  prohibiting  slavery,  over  different  ter- 
ritories, and  thus  exerted  its  power  to  prohibit 
it ;  in  the  other.  Congress  has  erected  govern- 
ments over  territories  acquired  from  France, 
and  Spain,  in  which  slavery  already  existed, 
but  reiused  to  apply  to  them  that  part  of  tlie 
government  under  the  ordinance  which  ex- 
cluded slavery. 

Of  the  first  class  are  the  act  of  May  7th, 
1800  (2  Stat,  at  Large,  58),  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Indiana  territory ;  the  act  of 
January  11th,  1805  (2  Stat,  at  Large,  309), 
for  the  government  of  Michigan  territory ;  the 
act  of  May  3d,  1809  (2  Stat,  at  Large,  514), 
for  the  government  ot  the  Illinois  territorv  ; 
the  act  of  April  20th,  1836  (5  Stat,  at  Largo, 
10),  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin ;  the  act  of  June  12th,  1838,  (or  the 
government  of  the  territory  of  Iowa ;  the  act 
of  August  14th,  1848,  for  the  government  of 
the  territory  of  Oregon.  To  these  instances 
should  be  added  the  act  of  March  Gth,  1820 
(3  Stat,  at  Large,  548),  prohibiting  slavery  in 
the  territorv  acquired  from  France,  being 
northwest  or  Missouri,  and  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude. 

Of  the  second  class,  in  which  Congress  re- 
fused to  interfere  with  slavery  already  exist- 
ing under  the  municipal  law  of  France  or 
Spain,  and  established  governments  by  which 
slavery  was  recognised  and  allowed,  are:  the 
act  of  March  26th,  1804  (2  Stat,  at  Large, 
283),  for  the  government  of  Louisiana;  the 
act  of  March  2d,  1805  (2  Stat,  at  Large,  322), 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  Orleans ; 
the  act  of  June  4th,  1812  (2  Stat,  at  Large. 
743),  for  the  government  of  the  Missouri  ter- 
ritory; the  act  of  March  30th,  18*22  (3  Stat. 
at  Large,  654),  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Florida.  Here  are  eight  distinct 
instances,  beginning  with  the  first  Congress, 
and  coming  doym  to  the  year  1848,  in  which 
Congress  has  excluded  slavery  from  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States;  and  six  distinct 
instances  in  which  Congress  organized  govern- 
ments of  territories  by  which  slavery  was 
recognised  and  continued,  beginning  also  with 
the  first  Congress,  and  commg  down  to  the 
year  1822.  These  acts  were  severally  signed 
by  seven  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  be- 
ginning with  General  Washington,  and  coming 
regularly  down  as  far  as  Mr.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  thus  including  all  who  were  in  public 
life  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted. 

If  the  practical  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution contemporaneously  with  its  going  into 
effect,  by  men  intimately  acquainted  with  its 
histojT^  from  their  personal  participation  in 
framing  and  adopting  it,  and  continued  by 
them  wrough  a  long  series  of  acts  of  the 
gravest  importance,  be  entitled  to  weight  in 
the  judicial  mind  on  a  question  of  construc- 
tion, it  would  seem  to  be  difficult  to  resist  the 
force  of  the  acts  above  adverted  to. 
It  appears,  however,  from  what  has  taken 

f)lace  at  the  bar,  that  notwithstanding  the 
anguage  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  long 
line  of  legislative  and  executive  precedent^) 
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ttodor  it,  three  different  and  opposite  views 
are  taken  of  the  power  of  Congress  respecting 
elavery  in  the  territories. 

One  is,  that  though  Congress  can  make  a 
regulation  proliibiting  slavery  in  a  territory, 
thej  cannot  make  a  regulation  allowing  it; 
another  is  that  it  can  neither  be  established 
nor  prohibited  bj  Congress,  but  that  the 
people  of  a  territory,  when  organized  by  Con- 

gress,  can  establish  or  prohibit  slavery;  while 
le  third  is,  that  the  Constitution  itself  secures 
to  everv  citisen  who  holds  slaves,  under  the 
laws  of  any  state,  the  indefeasible  right  to 
carry  them  into  any  territory,  and  there  hold 
them  as  property. 

No  particular  clause  of  the  Constitution  has 
been  referred  to  at  the  bar  in  support  of  either 
of  these  views.  The  first  seems  to  be  rested 
upon  general  considerations  concerning  the 
social  and  moral  evils  of  slavery,  its  relations 
to  republican  governments,  its  inconsistency 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
with  natural  ri^ht. 

The  second  is  drawn  from  considerations 
equally  general,  concerning  the  right  of  self- 
pjvernment,  and  the  nature  of  the  political 
institutions  which  have  been  established  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  third  is  said  to  rest  upon  the 
equal  right  of  all  citizens  to  go  with  their 
property  upon  the  public  domain,  and  the 
inequality  of  a  regulation  which  would  admit 
the  property  of  some  and  exclude  the  property 
of  other  citizens  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  slaves  are 
chiefly  held  by  citizens  of  those  particular 
states  where  slavery  is  established,  it  is  in- 
sisted that  a  regulation  excluiing  slavery 
from  a  territory  operates,  practically,  to  make 
an  unjust  discrimination  between  citizens  of 
different  states,  in  respect  to  their  use  and 
ex^jovuic'^^  <^f  the  territt>ry  of  the  United  States. 
W^ith  the  weight  of  either  of  these  consid- 
erations, when  presented  to  Congress  to  influ- 
ence its  action,  this  court  has  no  concern. 
One  or  the  other  may  be  justly  entitled  to 
guide  or  control  the  legislative  judgment  upon 
what  is  a  needful  regulation.  The  question 
here  is,  whether  they  are  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize this  court  to  insert  into  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  an  exception  of  the  exclu- 
sion or  allowance  of  slavery,  not  found  therein, 
nor  in  any  other  part  of  that  instrument.  To 
engraft  on  any  instrument  a  substantive  ex- 
ception not  found  in  it,  must  be  admitted  to 
l>e  a  matter  attended  with  great  difficulty. 
And  the  difficulty  increases  with  the  impor- 
tance of  the  instrument,  and  the  magnitude 
and  complexity  of  the  interests  involved  in 
\tA  construction.  To  allow  this  to  be  done 
with  the  Constitution,  upon  reasons  purely 
political,  renders  its  iuuicial  interpretation 
impossible — because  judicial  tribunals,  as 
such,  cannot  decide  upon  political  considera- 
tions. Political  reasons  have  not  the  requisite 
certainty  to  afford  rules  of  juridical  interpre- 
tation. They  are  different  in  different  men. 
They  are  dlfi(erent  in  the  same  men  at  different 
times.    And  when  a  strict  interpretation  of 


the  Constitution,  according  to  the  fixed  rules 
which  govern  the  interpretation  of  laws,  is 
abandoned,  and  the  theoretical  opinions  of 
individuals  are  allowed  to  control  its  meaning, 
we  have  no  longer  a  Constitution;  we  are 
under  the  government  of  individual  men,  who 
for  the  time  being  have  power  to  declare  what 
the  Constitution  is,  according  to  their  own 
views  of  what  it  ought  to  mean.  When  such 
a  method  of  interpretation  of  the  Constitution 
obtains,  in  place  of  a  republican  government, 
with  limited  and  defined  powers,  we  have  a 
government  which  is  merely  an  exponent  of 
the  will  of  Congress ;  or  what,  in  my  opinion, 
would  not  be  preferable,  an  exponent  of  the 
individual  political  opinions  of  the  members 
of  this  court. 

If  it  can  be  shown,  by  anything  in  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  that  when  it  confers  on  Con- 
gress the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  the  exclusion  or  the  af 
lowance  of  slavery  was  excepted  ;  or  if  any- 
thing in  the  history  of  this  provision  tends  to 
show  that  such  an  exception  was  intended  by 
those  who  framed  and  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  introduced  into  it,  I  hold  it  to  be  my 
duty  carefully  to  consider,  and  to  allow  just 
weight  to  such  considerations  in  interpreting 
the  positive  text  of  the  Constitution.  But 
where  the  Constitution  has  said  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations,  I  must  find  something 
more  than  theoretical  reasoning  to  induce  me 
to  say  it  did  not  mean  all. 

There  have  been  eminent  instances  in  this 
court  closely  analogous  to  this  one,  in  which 
such  an  attempt  to  introduce  an  exception,  not 
found  in  the  Constitution  itself,  has  failed  of 
success. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article.  Con- 
gress has  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  in 
all  cases  whatsoever  within  this  District. 

In  the  cose  of  Loughborough  r.  Blake  (5 
Whea.  324),  the  question  arose,  whether  Con- 
gress has  power  to  impose  direct  taxes  on  per- 
sons and  property  in  this  District.  It  was  in- 
sisted, that  though  the  grant  of  power  was  in 
its  terms  broad  enough  to  include  direct  taxa- 
tion, it  must  bo  limited  by  the  principle,  that 
taxation  and  representation  are  inseparable. 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  fix  on  any  political 
truth,  better  established  or  more  fully  admit- 
ted in  our  country,  than  that  taxation  and  rep- 
resentation must  exist  together.  We  went  into 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  assert  it,  and  it 
is  incorporated  as  fundamental  into  all  Ameii- 
can  governments.  But  however  true  and  im- 
portant this  maxim  may  be,  it  is  not  necessa- 
rily of  universal  application.  It  was  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  who  ordained  the 
uonstitution,  to  decide  whether  it  should  or 
should  not  be  permitted  to  operate  within  this 
District.  Their  decision  was  embodied  in  the 
words  of  the  Constitution ;  and  as  that  con- 
tained no  such  exception  as  would  permit  the 
maxim  to  operate  in  this  District,  this  court, 
interpreting  that  language,  held  that  the  ex- 
ception did  not  exist.  » 
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Agaiiit  the  Confltitation  oonfen  on  Congress 
f>ower  to  regulate  oommeroe  with  foreign  na- 
tions. Under  this.  Congress  passed  an  act  on 
the  22d  of  December,  1^,  unlimited  in  dura- 
tion, laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  yes- 
sels  in  the  ports  or  within  the  limits  and  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  No  law  of  the 
United  States  ever  pressed  so  severely  upon 
particular  states.  Though  the  constitutionality 
o{  the  law  was  contested  with  an  earnestness 
and  zeal  proportioned  to  the  ruinous  effects 
which  were  felt  from  it,  and  though,  as  Mr. 
Chief  Justice  Marshall  has  said  (9  Wheat. 
192),  '*  a  want  of  acuteness  in  discovering  ob- 
jections to  a  measure  to  which  they  felt  the 
most  deep-rooted  hostility  will  not  be  imputed 
to  those  who  were  arrayed  in  opposition  to 
this,"  I  am  not  aware  that  the  fact  that  it  pro- 
hibited the  use  of  a  particular  species  of  pro- 
perty, belonging  almost  exclusively  to  citizens 
of  a  few  states,  and  this  indefinitely,  was  ever 
supposed  to  show  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
Something  much  more  stringent,  as  a  ground 
of  legal  judgment,  was  relied  on — that  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  did  not  include 
the  power  to  annihilate  commerce. 

But  the  decision  was,  that  under  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  subject  was  restricted  only  by  those 
exoeptions  and.  limitations  contained  in  the 
Constitution ;  and  as  neither  the  clause  in 
question,  which  was  a  general  grant  of  power 
to  renilate  commerce,  nor  any  other  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  imposed  *any  restrictions  as 
to  the  duration  of  an  embargo,  an  unlimited 
prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  shipping  of  the 
country  was  within  the  power  ot  Congress. 
On  this  subject,  Mr.  Justioe  Daniel,  speaking 
for  the  court  in  the  case  of  United  States  r. 
Marigold  (9  IIow.  560),  says :  "  Congress  are, 
by  the  Constitution,  vested  with  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  ;  and 
however,  at  periods  of  high  excitement,  an 
application  of  the  terms  *to  regulate  com- 
merce,' such  as  would  embrace  absolute  pro- 
hibition, may  have  been  questioned,  yet,  since 
the  passage  of  the  embargo  and  non-inter- 
course laws,  and  the  repeated  judicial  sanctions 
these  statutes  have  received,  it  can  scarcely  at 
this  day  be  open  to  doubt,  that  every  subject 
falling  legitimately  within  the  sphere  of  com- 
mercial regulation  may  be  partially  or  wholly 
excluded,  when  either  measure  shall  be  de- 
manded by  the  safety  or  the  important  inte- 
rests of  the  entire  nation.  The  power  once 
conceded,  it  may  operate  on  any  and  every 
subject  of  commerce  to  which  the  legislative 
discretion  may  apply  it." 

If  power  to  regulate  commerce  extends  to 
an  indefinite  prohibition  of  the  use  of  all 
vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  several 
states,  and  may  operate,  without  exception, 
upon  every  subject  of  commerce  to  which  the 
legislative  discretion  may  apply  it,  upon  what 
grounds  can  I  say  that  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  u  subject  to  an 


I  exception  of  the  allowance  or  prohibitioiK  ol 
slavery  therein  ? 

While  the  regulation  is  one  "  respecting  the 
territory,"  while  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  Con- 
gress, "a  needful  regulation,"  and  is  thus 
completely  within  the  words  of  the  grant* 
while  no  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  caa 
be  shown,  which  requires  the  insertion  of  an 
exception  respecting  slavery,  and  while  the 
practical  construction  for  a  period  of  upwards 
of  fifty  years  forbids  such  an  exception,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  violate  every  sound 
rule  of  interpretation  to  force  that  exception 
into  the  Constitution  upon  the  streugtn  of 
abstract  political  reasoning,  which  we  are 
lx>und  to  believe  the  people  of  the  United 
States  thought  insufficient  to  induce  them  to 
limit  the  power  of  Congress,  because  what 
they  have  said  eontains  no  such  limitation. 

Before  I  proceed  further  to  notice  some 
other  grounas  of  supposed  objection  to  this 
power  of  Congress,  I  desire  to  say,  that  if  it 
were  not  for  my  anxiety  to  insist  upon  what  I 
deem  a  correct  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
if  I  looked  only  to  the  purposes  of  the  argu- 
ment, the  source  of  the  power  of  Congress 
asserted  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  Uie 
court  would  answer  those  purposes  equally 
well.  For  they  admit  that  Congress  has 
power  to  organize  and  govern  the  territoriee 
until  they  arrive  at  a  suitable  conditioD  for 
admission  to  the  Union ;  they  admit,  also,  that 
the  kind  of  government  which  shall  thus  exist 
should  be  regulated  by  the  condition  and 
wants  of  each  territf)ry,  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sarily committed  to  the  discretion  of  Congress 
to  enact  such  laws  for  that  purpose  as  that 
discretion  may  dictate ;  and  no  limit  to  that 
discretion  has  been  shown,  or  even  suggested, 
save  those  positive  prohibitions  to  legislate, 
which  are  found  in  the  Constitution. 

I  confess  myself  unable  to  perceive  any 
difference  whatever  between  my  own  opinion 
of  the  general  extent  of  the  power  of  Congress 
and  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  courts 
save  that  I  consider  it  derivable  from  the 
express  language  of  the  Constitution,  while 
they  hold  it  to  be  silently  implied  from  the 
power  to  acquire  territory.  Looking  at  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  territories  as  of 
the  extent  just  doscril>ed,  what  positive  pro- 
hibition exists  in  the  Constitution,  which  re- 
strained Congress  from  enacting  a  law  in  1820 
to  prohibit  slavery  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude  ? 

The  only  one  suggested  is  that  clause  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  declares  that  no  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  T>roperty,  with- 
out due  process  of  law.  I  will  now  proceed 
to  examine  the  question,  whether  this  clausi 
is  entitled  to  the  effect  thus  attributed  to  it. 
It  is  necessary,  first,  to  have  a  clear  view  of 
the  nature  and  incidents  of  that  particulai 
species  of  property  which  is  now  in  question , 

Slavery,  being  contrary  tt)  natural  right,  it 
created  only  by  muuicipal  law.    This  is  n'>! 
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oiilj  pldn  hi  itself,  and  agreed  by  all  writers 
on  the  subject,  but  is  inferable  from  the  Gon- 
fltnation,  and  has  been  explicitly  declared  by 
this  oonrt  The  Constitution  refers  to  slaves 
M  "  persons  held  to  service  in  one  state,  under 
the  laws  thereof."  Nothing  can  more  clearly 
deecribe  a  gfatus  created  by  municipal  law. 
In  Prigg  V,  Pennsylvania  (10  Pet.  611),  this 
oonrt  said :  **  The  state  of  slavery  is  deemed 
to  be  a  mere  municipal  regulation,  founded  on 
and  limited  to  the  range  of  territorial  laws." 
In  Rankin  v.  Lydia  (2  Marsh.  12,  470),  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  of  Kentucky  said : 
"olavery  is  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  this 
state,  and  the  right  to  hold  them  under  our 
municipal  regulations  is  unquestionable.  But 
we  view  this  as  a  right  existing  by  positive 
law  of  a  municipal  character,  without  found- 
ation in  the  law  of  nature  or  the  unwritten 
common  law.''  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any 
case  or  writer  questioning  the  correctness  of 
this  doctrine.  (See  also  1  Burge,  Col.  and 
For.  Laws,  738,  741,  where  the  authorities 
are  collected.) 

The  status  of  slavery  is  not  necessarily 
always  attended  with  the  same  powers  on  the 
part  of  the  master.  The  master  is  subject  to 
the  supreme  power  of  the  state,  whose  will 
controls  his  action  towards  his  slave,  and  this 
control  must  be  defined  and  regulated  by  the 
municipal  law.  In  one  state,  as  at  one  period 
of  the  Roman  law,  it  may  put  the  life  of  the 
slave  into  the  hand  of  the  master ;  others,  as 
those  of  the  United  States,  which  tolerate 
slavery,  may  treat  the  slave  as  a  person,  when 
the  master  takes  his  life ;  while  m  others,  the 
law  may  recognise  a  right  of  the  slave  to  be 
pr(»tected  from  cruel  treatment.  In  other 
words,  the  stattis  of  slavery  embraces  every 
condition,  from  that  in  which  the  slave  is 
known  to  the  law  simply  as  a  chattel,  with  no 
civil  rights,  to  that  in  which  he  is  recognised 
as  a  person  for  all  purposes,  save  the  compul- 
sory power  of  directing  and  receiving  the 
fruits  of  his  labor.  Which  of  these  conditions 
shall  Pltend  the  status  of  slavery,  must  depend 
on  the  municipal  law  which  creates  and 
upholds  it. 

And  not  only  must  the  status  of  slavery  be 
created  and  measured  by  municipal  law,  but 
the  rights,  powers,  ana  obligations,  which 
grow  out  of  that  status,  must  be  defined,  pro- 
tected, and  enforced,  by  such  laws.  The  li- 
ability of  the  master  for  the  torts  and  crimes 
of  his  slave,  and  of  third  persons  for  assault- 
ing or  injuring  or  harboring  or  kidnapping 
him,  the  forms  and  modes  of  emancipation 
and  sale,  their  subjection  to  the  debts  of  the 
master,  succession  by  death  of  the  master, 
suits  for  freedom,  the  capacity  of  the  slave  to 
be  party  to  a  suit,  or  to  be  a  witness,  with 
such  police  regulations  as  have  existed  in  all 
civilized  states  where  slavery  has  been  tole- 
rated, are  among  the  subjects  upon  which 
municipal  legislation  becomes  necessary  when 
slavery  is  introduced. 

is  it  conceivable  that  the  Constitution  has 
^nferrH  the  right  on  every  citizen  to  become , 


a  resident  on  the  territory  of  the  United  StetM 
with  his  slaves,  and  there  to  hold  them  as 
such,  but  has  neither  made  nor  provided  fbr 
any  municipal  regulations  which  are  essential 
to  the  existence  of  slavery  ? 

Is  it  nut  more  rational  to  conclude  that  they 
who  framed  and  adopted  the  Constitution  were 
aware  that  persons  neld  to  service  under  tb» 
laws  of  a  state  are  property  only  to  the  extent 
and  under  the  conmtions  fixed  by  those  laws ; 
that  they  must  cease  to  be  available  as  pro- 
perty, when  their  owners  voluntarily  plaoo 
them  permanently  within  another  jurisdio- 
tion,  wnere  no  municipal  laws  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  exist;  and  that,  being  aware  of 
these  principles,  and  having  said  nothing  to 
interfere  with  or  displace  them,  or  to  compel 
Congress  to  legislate  in  any  particular  mazH 
ner  on  the  subject,  and  having  empowered 
Congress  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  reguli^ 
tions  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  their  intention  to  leave  to  the 
discretion  of  Congress  what  regulations,  if 
any,  should  be  made  concerning  slavery  there- 
in? Moreover,  if  the  right  exists,  what  are 
its  limits,  and  what  are  its  conditions?  If 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have  the  right  to 
take  their  slaves  to  a  territory,  and  hold  them 
there  as  slaves,  without  regard  to  the  lawe  of 
the  territory,  I  suppose  this  right  is  not  to  be 
restricted  to  the  citizens  of  slaveholding  states. 
A  citizen  of  a  state  which  does  not  tolerate 
slavery  can  hardly  be  denied  the  power  of  do- 
ing the  same  thing.  And  what  law  of  slavery 
does  either  take  with  him  to  the  territory  T 
If  it  be  said  to  be  those  laws  respecting  slavery 
which  existed  in  the  particular  state  from 
which  each  slave  last  came,  what  an  anomaly  it 
this  ?  Where  else  can  we  find,  under  the  law 
of  any  civilized  country,  the  power  to  intro- 
duce and  permanently  continue  diverse  sye- 
tems  of  foreign  municipal  law,  for  holding 
persons  in  slavery  ?  I  say,  not  merely  to  in- 
troduce, but  permanently  to  continue,  these 
anomalies.  For  the  offspring  of  the  female 
must  be  governed  by  the  foreign  municipal 
laws  to  which  the  mother  was  subject ;  and 
when  any  slave  is  sold,  or  passes  by  succee- 
sion  on  the  death  of  the  owner,  there  must 
pass  with  him,  by  a  species  of  subrogation^ 
and  as  a  kind  of  unknown  ^'u^  in  re,  the  foreign 
municipal  laws  which  constituted,  regulated, 
and  preserved,  the  status  of  the  slave  before 
his  exportation.  Whatever  theoretical  impoi»» 
tance  may  be  now  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
maintenance  of  such  a  ri^ht,  I  feel  a  perfect 
conriction  that  it  would,  if  ever  tried,  prove 
to  be  as  impracticable  in  fact,  as  it  is,  in  mj 
judgment,  monstrous  in  theory. 

I  consider  the  assumption  which  lies  at  the 
basis  of  this  theory  to  be  unsound ;  not  in  its 
just  sense,  and  when  properly  understood,  bpt 
in  the  sense  which  has  oeen  attached  to  it. 
That  assumption  is,  that  the  territory  ceded 
by  France  was  acquired  for  the  equal  benefit 
of  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I 
agree  to  the  position.  But  it  was  acquired 
for  their  benefit  in  their  ooUective,  not  their 
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individaal.  capacities.  It. was  acquired  for 
their  benefit  as  an  organised  political  society, 
subsisting  as  "the  people  of  the  United 
States,"  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  to  be  administered  justly  and  impar- 
tially, and  as  nearly  as  possible  for  the  equal 
benefit  of  every  individual  citizen,  according 
to  the  best  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  Con- 

Sess ;  to  whose  power,  as  the  Legislature  of 
e  nation  which  acquired  it,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  committed  its  aaministrar 
tion.  Whatever  individual  claims  may  be 
founded  on  local  circumstances,  or  sectnnal 
differences  of  condition,  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
be  recognised  in  this  court,  vrithout  arrogating 
to  the  judicial  branch  of  the  government  pow- 
ers not  committed  to  it ;  and  which,  with  all 
the  unaffected  respect  I  feel  for  it,  when  act- 
ing in  its  proper  sphere,  I  do  not  think  it 
fitted  to  wield. 

Nor,  in  my  judgment,  will  the  position,  that 
a  prohibition  to  brin^  slaves  into  a  territory 
deprives  any  one  of  his  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  bear  examination. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  restriction 
on  the  legislative  power  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  it  was  bor- 
rowed from  Magna  Charia;  was  brought  to 
America  by  our  ancestors,  as  part  of  their  in- 
herited liberties,  and  has  existed  in  all  the 
states,  usually  in  the  very  words  of  the  great 
charter.  It  existed  in  every  political  com- 
munity in  America  in  1787,  wnen  the  ordi- 
nance prohibiting  slavery  north  and  west  of 
the  Ohio  was  passed. 

And  if  a  prohibition  of  slavery  in  a  territory 
in  1820  violated  this  principle  of  Magna 
Charta,  the  ordinance  of  178/  also  violated 
k ;  and  what  power  had,  I  do  not  say  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation  alone,  but  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  or  the  legislature  of  any 
or  all  the  states  of  the  Confederacy,  to  consent 
to  such  a  violation  ?  The  people  of  the  states 
had  conferred  no  such  power.  I  think  I  may 
at  least  say,  if  the  Congress  did  then  violate 
Magna  Charia  by  the  ordinance,  no  one  dis- 
covered that  violation.  Besides,  if  the  pro- 
hibition upon  all  persons,  citizens  as  well  as 
Others,  to  bring  slaves  into  a  territory,  and  a 
declaration  that  if  brought  they  shall  be  free, 
deprives  citizens  of  their  property  without 
due  process  of  law,  what  shall  we  say  of  the 
legislation  of  many  of  the  slaveholdine  states 
which  have  enacted  the  same  prohibition? 
As  early  as  October,  1778,  a  law  was  passed 
in  Virginia,  that  thereafter  no  slave  should 
be  imported  into  that  commonwealth  by  sea 
or  by  land,  and  that  every  slave  who  should 
be  imported  should  become  free.  A  citizen 
of  Virginia  purchased  in  Maryland  a  slave 
who  belongea  to  another  citizen  of  Virginia, 
and  removed  with  the  slave  to  Virginia.  The 
Blave  sued  for  her  freedom,  and  recovered  it ; 
as  may  be  seen  in  Wilson  p.  Isabel  (5  Call's  R. 
425^.  See  also  Hunter  o.  Ilulsher  (1  Leigh, 
172),  and  a  similar  law  has  been  recognised  as 
ralid  in  Maryland,  in  Stewart  v.  Oaks  (5  Ilar. 
and  John.  10/ ).  I  am  not  aware  that  sucn  laws, 


though  they  exist  in  many  states,  were  ever 
supposed  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  principle 
of  Magna  Charia  incorporated  into  the  state 
constitutions.  It  was  certainly  understood  by 
the  convention  which  framed  the  Constitution, 
and  has  been  so  understood  ever  since,  that, 
under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  Coiv- 
gress  coula  prohibit  the  importation  uf  slaves ; 
and  the  exercise  of  the  power  was  restrained 
till  1808.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  owns 
slaves  in  Cuba,  and  brings  them  to  tlie  United 
States,  where  they  are  set  free  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress.  Does  this  legislation  de- 
prive him  of  his  property  without  due  process 
of  law  ?  If  so,  what  becomes  of  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  slave  trade  ?  If  not,  how  can  a 
similar  regulation  respecting  a  territory  vio- 
late the  fifth  amendment  of  we  Constitution  ? 

Some  reliance  was  placed  by  the  defendant's 
counsel  upon  the  fact  that  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  in  this  territory  was  in  the  words, 
"  that  slavery,  ^.,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
farectr  prohibited."  But  the  insertion  of  the 
word  forever  can  have  no  legal  effect.  Every 
enactment  not  expressly  limited  in  its  dura- 
tion continues  in  torce  until  repealed  or  abro- 
gated by  some  competent  power,  and  the  use 
of  the  word  "  forever"  can  give  to  the  law  no 
more  durable  operation.  The  argument  is, 
that  Congress  cannot  so  legislate  as  to  bind 
the  future  states  formed  out  of  the  territory, 
and  that  in  this  instance  it  has  attempted  to 
do  so.  Of  the  political  reasons  which  may 
have  induced  the  Congress  to  use  these  words, 
and  which  caused  them  to  expect  that  subse- 
quent legislatures  would  conform  their  action 
to  the  then  general  opinion  of  the  country 
that  it  ought  to  be  permanent,  this  court  can 
take  no  cognisance. 

However  fit  such  considerations  are  to  con- 
trol the  action  of  Congress,  and  however  re- 
luctant a  statesman  may  be  to  disturb  what 
has  been  settled,  every  law  made  by  Congress 
may  be  repealed,  and  saving  private  rights, 
ana  public  rights  gained  by  states,  its  repeal 
is  subject  to  the  absolute  will  of  the  same 
power  which  enacted  it.  If  Congress  had  en- 
acted that  the  crime  of  murder,  committed  in 
this  Indian  territory,  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees thirty  minutes,  by  or  on  any  white  man, 
should  forever  be  punishable  with  death,  it 
would  seem  to  me  an  insufficient  objection  to 
an  indictment,  found  while  it  was  a  territory, 
that  at  some  future  day  states  might  exist 
there,  and  so  the  law  was  invalid,  because, 
by  its  terms,  it  was  to  continue  in  force  for 
ever.  Such  an  objection  rests  upon  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  province  and  power  of  courts 
respecting  the  constitutionality  of  laws  en- 
acted by  the  legislature. 

If  the  Constitution  prescribe  one  rule,  and 
the  law  another  and  different  rule,  it  is  tlie 
duty  of  courts  to  declare  that  the  Constitution, 
and  not  the  law,  governs  the  case  before  them 
for  judgment.  If  the  law  include  no  case 
save  those  for  which  the  Constitution  has  fur- 
nished a  different  rule,  or  no  case  which  the 
legislature  has  the  powor  to  govern,  then  the 
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Utvr  can  have  no  operation.  If  it  includes 
cases  which  the  legislature  has  power  to  go- 
vern, and  concerning  which  the  Constitution 
docs  not  prescribe  a  different  rule,  the  law 
goyerns  those  cases,  though  it  may,  in  its 
terms,  attempt  to  include  others,  on  which  it 
oaiinot  operate.  In  other  words,  this  court 
cannot  declare  void  an  act  of  Congress  which 
oon.stitutionallj  embraces  some  cases,  though 
otlier  cases,  within  its  terms,  are  beyond  the 
control  of  Congress,  or  beyond  the  reach  of 
that  particular  law.  If,  therefore.  Congress 
had  power  to  make  a  law  excluding  slavery 
from  this  territory  while  under  the  exclusive 
power  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of  the 
word  "  forever"  does  not  invalidate  the  law, 
80  long  as  ConCTess  has  the  exclusive  legisla- 
tive power  in  the  territory. 

But  it  is  further  insisted  that  the  treaty  of 
1803,  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
by  which  this  territory  was  acquired,  has  so 
restrained  the  constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gres!^,  that  it  cannot,  by  law,  prohibit  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  that  part  of  this 
territory  north  and  west  of  Missouri,  and 
north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude. 

By  a  treaty  with  ^  foreign  nation,  the 
United  States  may  rightfully  stipulate  that 
tlie  Congress  will  or  will  not  exercise  its  legis- 
lative power  in  some  particular  manner,  on 
some  particular  subject.  Such  promises,  when 
made,  should  be  voluntarily  kept,  with  the 
inost  scrupulous  good  faith.  But  that  a  treaty 
with  a  foreign  nation  can  deprive  the  Con- 
gress of  any  part  of  the  legislative  power 
conferred  by  the  people,  so  that  it  no  longer 
can  legislate  as  it  was  empowered  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  do,  I  more  than  doubt. 

The  powers  of  the  government  do  and  must 
remain  unimpaired.  The  responsibility  of  the 
government  to  a  foreign  nation,  for  the  exer- 
ci;$e  of  those  powers,  is  quite  another  matter. 
That  responsioility  is  to  be  met,  and  justified 
to  the  foreign^nation.  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  rules  of  public  Taw ;  but  never 
upon  the  a.s8umption  that  the  United  States 
had  parted  with  or  restricted  any  power  of 
acting  according  to  its  own  free  will,  governed 
solely  by  its  own  appreciation  of  its  duty. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  is, 
"This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  or  which  shall 
be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land." 
This  has  made  treaties  part  of  our  municipal 
law ;  but  it  has  not  assigned  to  them  any  par- 
ticular degree  of  authority,  nor  declared  that 
laws  so  enacted  shall  be  irrepealable.  No 
supremacy  is  assigned  to  treaties  over  acts  of 
Congress.  That  tney  are  not  perpetual,  and 
must  be  in  some  way  repeautble,  all  will 
agree. 

If  the  President  and  the  Senate  alone  pos- 
■ess  the  power  to  repeal  or  modify  a  law  found 
in  a  treaty,  inasmuch  as  they  can  change  or 
Abrogate  one  treaty  only  by  making  another 


inconsistent  with  the  first,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  could  not  act  at  all,  to 
that  e£fbct,  without  the  consent  of  some  foreign 
government  I  do  not  consider,  1  am  not 
aware  it  has  ever  been  considered,  that  the 
Constitution  has  placed  our  country  in  thici 
helpless  condition.  The  action  of  Congress  in 
repealing  the  treaties  with  France  by  the  act 
of  July  7th,  1798  (1  Stat,  at  Large,  578),  was 
in  conformity  with  these  views.  In  the  case 
of  Taylor  et  al.  p.  Morton  (2  Curtis's  Cir.  Ct 
R.  454),  I  had  occasion  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  adhere  to  the  views  there  ex- 
pressed. 

If,  therefore,  it  were  admitted  that  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  France 
did  contain  an  express  stipulation  that  the 
United  States  woula  not  exclude  slavery  from 
so  much  of  the  ceded  territory  as  is  now  in 
question,  this  court  could  not  declare  that  an 
act  of  Congress  excluding  it  was  void  by  force 
of  the  treaty.  Whether  or  no  a  case  existed 
sufficient  to  justify  a  refusal  to  execute  such 
a  stipulation,  would  not  be  a  judicial,  but  a 
political  and  legislative  question,  wholly  be- 
yond the  authority  of  this  court  to  try  and 
determine.  It  would  belong  to  diplomacy 
and  legislation,  and  not  to  the  administration 
of  existing  laws.  Such  a  stipulation  in  a 
treaty,  to  legislate  or  not  to  legislate  in  a  par- 
ticular way,  has  been  repeatemy  held  in  this 
court  to  address  itself  to  the  political  or  the 
legislative  power,  by  whose  action  thereon  this 
court  is  bound.  (Foster  r.  Nicholson,  2  Peters, 
314 ;  Garcia  v,  Lee,  12  Peters,  519.) 

But,  in  my  judgment,  this  treaty  contains 
no  stipulation  in  any  manner  affecting  the 
action  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory in  question.  Before  examining  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty,  it  is  material  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  part  of  the  ceded  territory  lyinsf 
north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and 
west  and  north  of  the  present  state  of  Mis- 
souri, was  then  a  wilderness,  uninhabited 
save  by  savages,  whose  possessory  title  had 
not  then  been  extinguished. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  on  what 
ground  France  could  have  advanced  a  claim« 
or  could  have  desired  to  advance  a  claim,  to 
restrain  the  United  States  from  making  any 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  this  territory, 
which  the  United  States  might  think  fit  to 
make;  and  still  less  can  I  conceive  of  any 
reason  which  would  have  induced  the  Unitea 
States  to  yield  to  such  a  claim.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  France  would  desire  to  make 
the  change  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  as 
little  burdensome  as  possible  to  the  then  in- 
habitants of  Louisiana,  and  might  well  exhibit 
even  an  anxious  solicitude  to  protect  their 
property  and  persons,  and  secure  to  them 
and  their  posterity  their  religious  and  polit^ 
cal  rights ;  and  the  United  States,  as  a  jost 
government,  might  readily  accede  to  all  proper 
stipulations  respecting  those  who  were  about 
to  nave  their  allegiance  transferred.  But  what 
interest  Fiance  could  have  in  uninhabited  terri- 
tory, which,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty,  waa 
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to  be  transferred  **  foreTer,  and  in  full  soye- 
rei^niy/'  U>  the  United  States,  or  how  the 
United  States  could  consent  to  allow  a  foreign 
nation  to  interfere  in  its  purely  Internal 
afifaim,  in  which  that  foreign  nation  had  no 
concern  whatever,  is  difficult  for  me  to  conjec- 
ture. In  mv  judgment,  this  treaty  contains 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  third  article  is  supposed  to  have  a  bear- 
ing on  the  question.  It  is  as  follows :  "  The 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territorr  shall  be  in- 
corporated in  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
ana  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advanta^, 
and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjo^ent  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  they 
profess.'' 

There  are  two  views  of  this  article,  each  of 
which,  I  think,  decisively  shows  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  restrain  the  Congress  from  ex- 
cluding slavery  from  tliat  part  of  the  ceded 
territory  then  uninhabited.  The  first  is,  that, 
manifestly,  its  sole  object  was  to  protect  indi- 
vidual rights  of  the  then  inhabitants  of  the 
territory.  They  are  to  be  "  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liber- 
ty, property,  and  the  religion  they  profess." 
But  this  article  does  not  secure  to  tnem  the 
right  to  go  upon  the  public  domain  ceded  by 
the  treaty,  either  with  or  without  their  slaves. 
The  right  or  power  of  doing  this  did  not  exist 
before  or  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made. 
The  French  and  Spanish  governments  while 
they  held  the  country,  as  well  as  the  United 
States  when  they  acquired  it,  always  exercised 
the  undoubted  right  of  excluding  inhabitants 
from  the  Indian  country,  and  of  determining 
when  and  on  what  conditions  it  should  be 
opened  to  settlers.  And  a  stipulation,  that 
the  then  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  should  be 
protected  in  tlieir  property,  can  have  no  refe- 
rence to  their  use  of  that  property,  where  they 
had  no  right,  under  the  treaty,  to  go  with  it, 
save  at  the  will  of  the  United  States.  If  one 
who  was  an  inhabitant  ol  Louisiana  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  had  afterwards  taken  pro- 
perty then  owned  by  him,  consisting  of  nre- 
arms,  ammunition,  and  spirits,  and  had  gone 
into  the  Indian  country  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
ffrees  thirty  minutes,  to  sell  them  to  the  In- 
dians, all  must  agree  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  would  not  have  protected  him  from  in- 
dictment under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March 
30,  18(^2  (2  Stat,  at  Large,  139),  adopted  and 
extended  to  this  territory  by  the  act  of  March 
26,  1804  (2  Stat,  at  Large, '283). 

Besides,  whatever  rights  were  secured  were 
individual  rights.  If  Congress  should  pass 
any  law  whicn  violated  such  rights  of  tmy  in- 
dividual, and  those  rights  were  of  such  a  cha- 
racter as  not  to  be  within  the  lawful  control 
of  Congress  under  the  Constitution,  that  indi- 
vidual could  complain,  and  the  act  of  Congress, 
M  to  such  rights  of  his,  would  be  inoperative; 
ta^  it  would  be  valid  and  operative  aa  to  all  | 


other  persona,  whose  individual  rights  did  nc# 
come  under  the  protection  of  the  treaty.  And 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  appear  that  any  inha- 
bitant of  Louisiana,  whose  rights  were  secured 
by  treaty,  had  been  injured,  it  would  be  wholly 
inadmissible  for  this  court  to  assume,  first, 
that  one  or  more  such  cases  may  have  existed ; 
and,  second,  that  if  any  did  exist,  the  entire 
law  was  void — not  only  as  to  those  cases,  if 
any,  in  which  it  could  not  rightfully  operate, 
but  as  to  all  others,  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  treaty,  in  which  such  law  could  rightlully 
operate. 

But  it  is  quite  unnecessary,  in  my  opinion, 
to  pursue  this  inquiry  further,  because  it 
clearly  appeavs  from  the  language  of  the  ar- 
ticle, and  it  has  been  decided  by  this  court^ 
that  the  stipulation  was  temporary,  and  ceasea 
to  have  any  effect  when  the  then  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  in  whose  behalf 
the  stipulation  was  made,  were  incorporated 
into  the  Union. 

In  the  cases  of  New  Orleans  r.  De  Armaa 
et  al.  (9  Peters,  223),  the  question  was,  whe- 
ther a  title  to  property,  which  existed  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  continued  to  be  protected 
by  the  treaty  afler  the  state  of  Louisiana  waa 
admitted  to  the  Union.  The  third  article  of 
the  treaty  was  relied  on.  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  said :  **  This  article  obviously  con- 
tem plates  two  objects.  One,  that  Louisiana 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  aa 
possible,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
states ;  and  the  other,  that,  till  such  admis- 
sion, the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory 
shall  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  Had  any 
one  of  these  rights  been  violated  while  these 
stipulations  continued  in  force,  the  individual 
supposing  himself  to  be  injured  might  have 
brought  his  case  into  this  court,  under  the 
twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judicial  act."  But 
this  stipulation  ceased  to  operate  when  Lou- 
isiana became  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  ita 
inhabitants  were  "admitted  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States.'' 

The  cases  of  Chouteau  v.  Miirguerita  (12 
Peters,  507),  and  Permoli  v.  New  Orleans  (3 
How.  589),  are  in  conformity  with  this  view 
of  the  treaty. 

To  convert  this  temporary  stipulation  of  the 
treaty,  in  behalf  of  French  subjects  who  then 
inhabited  a  small  portion  of  Louisiana,  into  a 
permanent  restriction  upon  the  p^)wer  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  territory  then  uninhabited, 
and  to  assert  that  it  not  only  restrains  Con- 
gress from  affecting  the  rights  of  property  of 
the  then  inhabitants,  but  enabled  tnem  and  all 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  go  into 
any  part  of  the  ceded  lerritory  with  their 
slaves,  and  hold  them  there,  is  a  construction 
of  this  treaty  so  opposed  to  its  natural  mean- 
ing, and  so  mr  beyond  its  subject-matter  and 
the  evident  design  of  the  parties,  that  I  can- 
not assent  to  it  In  my  opinicm,  this  treaty  ha« 
no  bearing  on  the  prerent  question. 

For  these  reasons,  I  am  of  opinion  that  to 
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nrach  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  as  pro- 
hibited slavery  and  involuntary  servitude  with- 
in that  part  of  the  territory  of  AVisconsin  ly- 
ing north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  river  Missis- 
mnpi,  were  constitutional  and  valid  laws. 

ihave expressed  my  opinion, and  the  reasons 
therefor,  at  tar  greater  length,  than  I  could  have 
wished,  upon  the  different  questions  on  which 
I  have  found  it  necessary  to  pass,  t^)  arrive  at 
a  judgment  on  tiie  case  at  bar.  These  ques- 
tions are  numerous,  and  the  grave  importance 
of  some  of  them  required  me  to  exhibit  fully 
the  grounds  of  my  opinion.  I  have  touched 
no  question  which,  in  the  view  I  have  taken, 
it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  pass 
npon,  to  ascertain  whether  the  judgment  oi  the 
Circuit  Court  should  stand  or  be  reversed.  I 
have  avoided  no  question  on  which  the  validity 
of  that  judgment  depends.  To  have  done 
either  more  or  less,  would  have  been  inconsist- 
ent with  my  views  of  my  duty. 

In  my  opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  Circuit 
Court  should  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded for  a  new  trial. 


In  the  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1858, 
Mr.  Skward  thus  spoke  of  this  decision  : — 

At  this  juncture,  the  new  Federal  Adminis- 
tration came  in,  under  a  President  who  had  ob- 
tained success  by  the  intervention  at  the  polls 
of  a  third  party — an  ephemeral  organization, 
built  upon  a  foreign  and  frivolous  issue,  which 
had  just  strength  enough  and  life  enough  to 
give  to  a  pro-slavery  party  the  aid  required  to 
produce  that  untoward  result.  The  new  Pre- 
sident, under  a  show  of  moderation,  masked  a 
more  effectual  intervention  than  that  of  his 
]>redecc88or,  in  favor  of  slave  lalx)r  and  a  slave 
state.  6ef)re  coming  into  office,  he  approached 
i)r  was  approached  by  the  Supreine  Court  of 
the  United  States.  On  their  docket  was, 
through  some  chance  or  design,  an  action 
which  an  obscure  negro  man  in  Missouri  had 
brought  for  his  freedom  a<;ninst  his-  reputed 
master.  The  court  had  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
nion,  on  s^>lemn  argument,  that  insomuch  as 
this  unfortunate  negro  had,  through  some 
i;»norance  or  chicane  in  spociiil  pleading,  ad- 
mitted what  could  not  have  been  proved,  that 
he  had  descended  from  ^*ol^c  African  who  had 
iince  been  held  in  bondaj^e,  that  therefore  he 
w:i8  not,  in  view  of  the  Constitution,  a  citizen 
iff  the  United  States,  and  therefore  could  not 
implead  the  reputed  master  in  the  Federal 
(tiurts ;  and  on  this  ground  the  Supreme  Court 
were  prepared  to  dismiss  the  action,  for  want 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  suitor's  person.  This 
decision,  certainly  as  repu;;nant  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  and  to  I  he  spirit  of  the 
CoDBtitudon,  as  to  the  instincts  of  humanity, 
nevertheless  would  be  one  wliich  would  ex- 
haust all  the  power  of  the  tribunal,  and  ex- 
clude consideration  of  all  other  questions  that 
had  been  raised  up<m  the  record.  The  c(»unsel 
who  bad  appeared  for  the  negro  had  volun- 
totrtd  from^  motives  of  oharity,  and,,  ignorant 


of  course  of  the  disposition  which  was  to  bii 
made  of  the  cause,  had  argued  that  his  clienl 
had  been  freed  fr.)m  slavery  by  operation  of 
the  Missouri  prohibition  of  1820.  The  oppo^ 
ing  counsel,  paid  by  the  defending  slaveholder, 
had  insisted,  in  reply,  that  that  famous  statute 
was  unconstitutional.  The  mock  debate  hod 
been  heard  in  the  chamber  of  the  court  in  the 
basement  of  the  capitol,  in  the  presence  of  the 
curious  visitors  at  the  seat  of  government^ 
whom  the  dullness  of  a  judicial  investigation 
could  not  disgust.  The  court  did  not  heeitate 
to  please  the  incoming  President,  by  seising 
this  extraneous  and  idle  forensic  discussion, 
and  converting  it  into  an  occasion  for  pro- 
nouncing an  opinion  that  the  Missouri  prphi- 
bition  was  void,  and  that,  by  force  of  the 
Constitution,  slavery  existed,  with  all  the  el^ 
ments  of  property  in  man  over  man,  in  all  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  paramount  to 
any  popular  sovereignty  within  the  territories, 
and  even  to  the  authority  of  Congress  itself. 

In  this  ill-omened  act,  the  Supreme  Courl 
forgot  its  own  dignity,  which  had  always  been 
maintained  with  just  judicial  jealousy.  They 
forgot  that  the  province  of  a  court  is  simply 
*'ju8  dicertf**  ana  not  at  all  ^'jns  dare.'*  Tney 
forgot,  also,  that  one  **  foul  sentence  does  more 
harm  than  many  foul  examples ;  for  the  last 
do  but  corrupt  the  stream,  while  the  former 
corrupteth  the  fountain.''  And  they  and  the 
President  alike  forgot  that  judicial  usurpation 
is  more  odious  and  intolerable  than  any  other 
among  the  manifold  practices  of  tyranny. 

The  day  of  inauguration  came — the  first  one 
among  all  the  celebrations  of  that  great  na- 
tional pageant  that  was  to  be  desecrated  by  a 
coalition  between  the  executive  and  judicial 
departments,  to  undermine  the  national  legis- 
lature and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
President,  attended  by  the  usual  lengthened 
procession,  arrived  and  took  his  seat  on  the 
portico.  The  Supreme  Court  attended  him 
there,  in  robes  which  yet  exacted  public  rever- 
ence. The  people,  unaware  of  the  import  of 
the  whisperings  carried  on  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Chief  Justice,  and  imbued  with 
veneration  for  both,  filled  the  avenues  and 

fardens  far  away  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
'he  President  aadressed  them  in  words  as 
bland  as  those  which  the  worst  of  all  the  Ro- 
man Emperors  pronounced  when  he  assumed 
the  purple.  He  announced  (vaguely,  indeed, 
but  with  self-satisfaction)  the  forthcoming  ex- 
tra-judicial exposition  of  the  Constitution,  aud 
pledged  his  submission  to  it  as  authoritative 
and  final.  The  Chief  Justice  and  his  asso- 
ciates remained  silent.  The  Senate,  too,  were 
there — constitutional  witnesses  of  the  transfer 
of  administration.  They  too  were  silent,  al- 
though the  promised  u8ur|)ation  was  to  sub- 
vert the  authority  over  more  than  half  of  the 
empire  which  Congress  had  assumed  oontem- 

f)oraneously  with  the  birth  of  the  nation,  and 
lad  exercised  without  interruption  for  near 
;  seventy  years.  It  cost  the  President,  under 
I  the  circumstances,  little  exercise  of  magna 
I  nimity  now  to  Dromise  to  the  people  of  Kooaai^ 
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on  whoM  neck  he  had,  with  the  aid  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  hung  the  millstone  of  slavery,  a 
fair  trial  in  their  attempt  to  cast  it  off,  and 
hurl  it  to  the  earth,  when  they  should  come  to 
organize  a  State  gorernment.  Alas !  that  even 
this  cheap  promise,  uttered  under  such  great 
solemnities,  was  only  made  to  be  broken  1 

The  pageant  ended.  On  the  5tli  of  March, 
the  judges,  without  even  exchanging  their 
silken  robes  for  courtiers'  gowns,  paid  their 
salutations  to  the  President,  in  the  executive 
palace.  Doubtlessly  the  President  received 
them  as  graciously  as  Charles  the  First  did 
the  judges  who  had  at  his  instance  subverted 
the  statutes  of  English  liberty.  On  the  6th 
of  March,  the  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the 
negro  suitor,  Dred  Scott,  to  return  to  his  bond- 
age ;  and  havinc  thus  di8p)8ed  of  that  private 
action  for  an  alleged  private  wrong,  on  the 
eround  of  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  case, 
they  proceeded  with  amusinj^  solemnity  to 
pronounce  the  opinion,  that  it  they  had  had 
such  jurisdiction,  still  the  unfortunate  negro 
would  have  had  to  remain  in  bondage,  unre- 
lieved, because  the  Missouri  prohibition  vio- 
lates rights  of  general  property  involved  in 
slavery,  paramount  to  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress. A  few  days  later,  copies  of  this  opinion 
were  multiplied  by  the  Senate's  pressi  and 
scattered  in  the  name  of  the  Senate  broadcast 
over  the  land,  and  their  publication  has  not 
yet  been  disowned  by  the  Senate.  Simultane- 
ously, Dred  Scott,  who  had  plaved  the  hand  of 
dummy  in  this  interesting  political  game,  un- 
wittingly, yet  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of 
his  adversary,  was  voluntarily  emancipated ; 
and  thus  received  from  his  master,  as  a  re- 
ward, the  freedom  which  the  court  had  denied 
him  as  a  right. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1858, 
Mr.  Ben'jamin  thus  replied  to  Mr.  Seward  : 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  to  another 
point  in  my  argument,  which  I  approach  with 
extreme  pain,  with  unfeigned  regret.  From 
ray  earliest  childhood  I  have  been  taught  to 
revere  the  judges  of  the  highest  court  in  the 
land,  as  men  selected  to  render  justice  be- 
tween litigants,  not  more  by  reason  of  their 
eminent  legal  acquirements  than  because  of 
a  spotless  purity  of  character,  an  undimmed 
lustre  of  reputation,  which  removed  them 
far,  far  beyond  even  a  doubt  of  their  integrity. 
The  long  line  of  eminent  judicial  worthies, 
which  seemed  to  have  culminated  in  a  Mar- 
shall, has  been  continued  in  the  person  of  one 
upon  whom  the  highest  eulogium  that  can  be 
pronounced  is  to  say  that  he  was  eminently 
worthy  of  being  the  successor  of  that  illus- 
trious judge.  I  know  not,  Mr.  President, 
whether  you,  as  I,  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  see  that  magistrate  in  the  administration 
of  justice  in  his  own  circuit,  or  in  the  court 
sitting  below  us,  of  which  he  is  tJie  honored 
chief.  I  know  not,  sir,  whether  it  has  been 
your  good  fortune,  as  it  has  been  mine,  to  hear 
the  expressions  of  uff(;ctionate  reverence  with 
which  he  is  spoken  of  by  the  people  amongst 
whom  he   has   passed  his  pare,  his  simple. 


and  his  spotless  life.  I  know  not»  ur, 
whether  you  have  listened,  as  I  have,  with 
interest  to  the  expressions  of  respect  and 
admiration  that  come  from  the  members  of  his 
bar  in  their  familiar  intercourse  with  each 
other — spontaneous  tributes,  worth  a  thou- 
sand labored  eulogies,  to  his  eminent  sagacity, 
to  his  yast  legal  learning,  to  the  mild  and 
serene  dignity  of  his  judicial  deportment — • 
above  all,  sir,  above  all,  to  the  conscientious, 
earnest,  almost  painful  sense  of  responsibility 
with  which  he  holds  the  scale  oi  justice  in 
even  and  impartial  hand  between  the  litigants 
whose  rights  depend  upon  his  judgment. 

Mr.  President,  he  is  old,  very  old.  The 
infirmities  of  age  have  bowed  his  venerable 
form.  Earth  has  no  further  object  of  ambi- 
tion for  him  ;  and  when  he  shall  sink  into  his 
grave,  after  a  long  career  of  high  office  in  oar 
country,  I  trust  that  I  do  not  rudely  or  im- 
properly invade  the  sanctity  of  private  life  in 
saying  that  he  will  leave  behind  hiin,  in  the 
scanty  heritage  that  shall  be  left  for  his  fam- 
ily, the  noblest  evidence  that  he  died  as  he 
had  lived,  a  being  honorable  to  the  earth  from 
which  he  sprang,  and  worthy  of  the  heaven  to 
which  he  aspired. 

This  man,  sir,  thus  beloved,  thus  revered, 
thus  esteemed,  has  been  compared  upon  this 
floor  to  the  infamous  Jeffreys,  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin. J  This  man  has 
been  charged  by  the  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Seward]  with  a  corrupt  coalition  with 
tlie  Chief  Magistrate  of  tne  Union.  lie 
charges,  in  fact — not  always  in  direct  lan- 
guage, but  partly  by  bold  assertion  and  partly 
by  insidious  suggestions — that  the  supreme 
executive  magistrate  of  the  land,  and  the 
judges  of  our  highest  court,  and  the  parties  to 
the  Dred  Scott  case,  got  up  a  mock  trial — that 
they  were  all  in  common  collusion  to  cheat 
the  country.  lie  represents  the  veneraMe 
chief  magistrate  of  our  country,  wliose  repu- 
tation hitherto  has  been  be3-on<i  reproach — hi' 
represents  the  venerable  Chief  .Justice — as 
enacting  a  solemn  farce,  iu^  tbc  face  of  the 
American  people,  on  the  eastern  ] portico  of 
this  capitoi;  and  he  tells  us,  that  on  the  day 
when  that  great  sea  of  upturned  faces  wiw 
here  presented,  all  looking  on  the  solemn 
pageant  that  was  passing  before  them,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  nation  was  whispering: 
into  the  ear  of  the  President  the  terms  of  this 
nefarious  bargain — and  that  too  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  former  was  administering 
and  the  latter  taking  the  oath  of  office,  by 
which  the  high  majesty  of  Heaven  was  invoic- 
ed as  witness  to  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
in  the  administration  of  the  government  of 
his  country  I 

Mr.  President,  accursc^l,  thrice  accursed,  is 
(hat  fell  spirit  of  ]^:irty  which  de^iOo^ates  the 
noblest  sentiments  of  the  human  heart;  and 
«vhich,  in  the  accomplishment  of  its  unholy 
purposes,  hesitates  at  no  reckless  violence  of 
asbault  on  all  that  is  held  sacred  by  the  wise 
and  good.  It  was  difficult,  extremely  difficult, 
for  us  all  to  sit  here  and  hear  what  was  said, 
and  observe  the  manner  in  which  it  was  eaid 


DRED  SCOTT  CASK.  207 

«nd  repress  the  utterance  of  the  indignation  was  never  carried  there  nntil  they  had  lost  idl 
that  b<jiled  up  within  as.  All  this  is  charged  chance  in  the  state  court ;  it  was  carried 
by  the  Senator  without  the  proof  of  a  solitary  there  as  the  last  desperate  resource  of  defeated 
nctf  without  the  assertion  even  of  a  fact,  on  counsel,  eager  to  maintain  what  he  conceived 
which  to  base  the  foul  charge.  Luckily,  sir,  to  be  the  rights  of  his  client.  Who  was  the 
luckily  for  us,  these  eminent  men  are  too  counsel  ?  The  Senators  from  Missouri  can 
highly  placed  in  the  reverence,  the  estimation,  tell  us  who  R.  M.  Field,  of  St.  Louis,  is,  and 
and  the  regard  of  the  American  people,  to  probably  they  will  verify  the  assertion  which 
have  their  bright  escutcheon  injured  by  such  I  make  here  upon  hearsay — I  give  it  only 
attacks  as  these.  Mr.  President,  in  olden  upon  hearsay — that  he  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
times,  a  viper  gnawed  a  file.  termined   Free-Soilers  in  the  state  of  Mia- 

Althougn  it  may  not  be  possible  to  make  souri ;  has  always  declined  to  vote  at  elections 

direct  answers  to  all  these  insinuations,   be-  until  he  was  able  to  cast  his  vote  for  a  Free- 

oause  no  fact  is  even  suggested  on  which  they  Soil    candidate,   and   until  he  aided    in  the 

rest,  there  are  some  ofthem  in  relation  to  election  of  the  Free-Soil  Representative  from 

which  I  have  the  authentic  evidence  upon  my  the  St.  Louis  district  who  now  sits  in  the 

desk  in  proof  of  their  falsity.  other  chamber. 

Was  this  case  got  up  ?     What  are  the  facts  ?       This    case,   thus  instituted  in  November, 

Men  should  be  a  Tittle  careful  in  making  such  1853,  was  determined  in  the  court  below,  and 

accusations  as  these;  unless,  indeed,  they  care  a  writ  of  error  was  taken  to   the  Supreme 

not  whether   they   be  true   or    false,   being  Court  of  the  United  States,  before  the  Kansas 

intended  to  answer  the  same  purpose,  whether  bill  was  passed,  and  whilst  Mr.  Buchanan  was 

the  one  or  the  other.     This  case  was  got  up,  in  England !    When  it  reached  the  Supreme 

was  it  ?     By  accident,  or  design  ?    In  the  Court  of  the  United  States,  what  became  of 

exquisitely  decorous  and  appropriate  language  it  ?    What  does  the  Senator  from  New  York 

of  the   Senator  from    New  York,  the  Chief  say  became  of  it  ? 

Justice   of  the  United   States  and    the    Chief        **  The  coQtmel  who  had  appeared  for  the  negro  had  toIhd* 

Magistrate   of  the  Union    were    iramblinc:    at  teered  from  moUrea  of  charity,  and,  ignorant  of  conrae  of 

cards  for  the  case,  and  Dred  Scott  was  dummy  "*-  ^'^'^''^  ''^J''' ''"  "^^  ^""^  **^^•  *t"^;— 

in  the  imaginary  game  I     What  truth  is  there  —which  the  Senator  had  previously  msinna- 

in  these  insinuations  of  design  ?    Why,  sir,  ^^d  was  gotten  up  by  design— 

Dred  Scott  had  sought    his    freedom    by    the  —"  had  argned  that  hfa  client  had  been  freed  from  darery 

^ertion  of  his  ri|l.t8  in  the  State  courts  of  JjpXTS^n^,  ^lld  b^Tt^S'dYng'iS^^tld^-i** 
Missouri  years  before  the  Kansas-Nebraska  j  j^  ^^^  ^  however,  whatever  may 
jct  was  ever  suggeste.!  and  years  before  the  be  the  Lt  with  the  other,  that  one  of  thi 
President  of  the  United  States  was  even  a  ;  counsel  was  not  paid  by  any  slave- 
candidate  for  office ;  years  before  he  was  even  i,'Jj^^  »  ^j,    ^^^^^  ^^^  „f  "Jhe  opposing  coun- 

Minister  to  England  ,   .    ..     „  sel  volunteered  as  am<c«*  c«ria  by  virtue  of 

This  case  was  determined  in  the  Supreme  ^.^       .^.^^  ^  j^^^j  ^j.  ^^^  ,^^  ^j.  ^^^  §„    ^me 

Court  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  in  18o2  ad-  Cou^t  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  his 
Tersely  to  Dred  Scott,  and  was  remanded  to        .^j^^  ^  es-Attomey  OeneriQ  of  the  United 

the  lower  court  for  further  trial.      Mr.   Bu-  ^        ^      .^^^  „f  ^f,       jtion  as  a  compeer 

ohanan  had,  I  believe  not    hen  g^ne  to  Lng-  ^j.  ^  '  h^no,^ble  Senator,  and  his  formerwl- 

land.    The  Kansas  bill  had  not  been   heard  ^  ^„  j^j,  ^^^  f^„^  j,,^  ,t^te  of  Mary- 

of,  and  was  not  in  the  imagmation  of  any  i^nd,  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson.    That  gentlemii 

man.    When  the  case  got  back  into  the  lower  „^|   *^«««^,i  •     ^uL  «oo*>  »o  ^,«,'^,,»^,^i^  Kn_ 

^_     .   .1  ^  ,  x*      tJ     1  o    i.i.  XI    1-      Ai    i.  volunteered  m  the  case  as  amicus  curias,  oe- 

«urt,  the  counsel  for  Dred  Scott  finding  that  ^^^^^  ^■^^    ^^^1^  ,g„^i„„  ^f  t,,^  ^^^^.^  ^ 

the  opinion  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  the  State  ^^ose  interests  he  had  been  devoted  from  bis 

was  adverse  to  his  rights,  withdrew  his  case  ^irth  had  an  interest  in  this  great  question  U> 

from  the  state  court,  and  endeavored  to  better  ^^  j^^jj^^    ^^  ^^^ich,  at  the  tfme  of  his 

hii  client  s  chances  by   going  into  another  volunteering  in  the  case,  he  did  not  yet  know 

IHm'^k-  T-i      1        ",  *       n  ^^'^  *"".".  ^  to  ^  represented  by  counsel.    The  Lonorable 

mto  the  Federal  court ;    and  wlien  was  this?  ^j     ^   '       „f  Missouri,   afterwards  entered 

Jh/^^^W.^T    •'    •  *  V   '"•"r  ""IflVo"  h«  r,mM  of  record,  aud  appeared  for  th« 

the  city  of  St.  Louis,   in   November,   185.i,  jefgndant 

before  even  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  which       g       ^^^  Senator  from  New  York : 

passed  the  Kansas-.Nebra8ka  act;  of  course,  ^ 

months  before  Mr.  Dixox,  the  Senator  from  v  "'^'^•'f'Tl"^'^?'''?!:^*!?*;^!^^^^^^^^ 

•^       .      ,        «     ,  '         .  ,  ha<l  InMsted,  in  reply,  that  that  fanious  ^tiitute  was  nnoon- 

KentUCKy,  tirst  sprang  upon    the    country,  by  stllutional,    Tlio  mock  debate  h«d  bwn  heard  in  the  Cham- 

his  amendment,  tlie   quostion    in    rehltion    to  ^r  "^  t*>e  court  in  the  liasement  of  the  capitol.  in  the 

♦u«     ^^^^^\     .e     4.U-     vf  *     r\  •  pr«n»»nce  of  the  curiouH  ▼lKiu>r*  at  tlie  Bwat  of  government, 

the    repeal    of    the    Missouri    Compromise,  whom  the  duh.ess  of  a  judicial  iDvwtigntion  could  not  dia. 

Here  is  the  record  :  gust.    The  court  did  not  hesitate  to  pleaae  the  inoomiBg 

i  rcfidont" 
"Up  it  reinenilx»r«d  that  hcrrtofore.  to  wit :  on  the  fw^cond  , 

Aay  of  NoTwmber,  in  th«  yiuir  of  onr  iiord  i«w.  came  tiie       Where  are  we,  Sir,  that  such  language  as  this 

aboTtf-narocd  plnintiff,  Dred  i^tt  by  his  etlornfy.  and  fil«d  \^  „«o^9   Ta  *Kio  frhA  fL^nn^fn  f>f  the  Unifed  StAtfill 

In  the  clprk',.  office  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Slate.  ^^  "/®"-    ^^  ^^^^  the  ^enale  01  inc  Uniwa  OiaWH, 

•v  the  MiMrtuH  district.  thi«  following  declaration  againet  and  are  we  here  the  ambassadors  01  co-eauai 

«he  defrudanf,  Johi  F.  A.  Bandfurd."  Bovereignties,  to  be  insulted  by  language  like 

Was  that  a  case  gotten  up  by  design,  be-  this  ?    Is  not  this  an  insult  to  every  one  of  us, 

Mreen  the  President  and  the  court  here  ?    It  direct  and  p«r8onal  ? 
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vHhin  tta>  UrrlloriH,  u 


Is  there  h 

Kot  ODe.  Is  ft  BofiCnry  fact  alleged  f  Not 
one ;  but  a  broad  and  naked  charge  ie  made, 
which  is  intended  to  stamp  infanij  upon  cha- 
lactera  hitherto  bejond  the  breatii  of  reproach. 
Shame,  shame  upon  the  SenaUr  that  makes 
tuoh  charges  as  these,  and  baa  do  proof  t« 
support  them  1 

■Tb*  PnsUnt,  Mtmlad  h^  Ow  unil  lanctfai 
■' ~J — ■  — -■  - — *■  >-■ —  '»-"  portKo. 


Does  anybody  find  that  in  the  President's 
inaagunil  ?  IXmjs  anybody  find  in  the  Presi- 
dent^ inaugural  any  thing  on  this  point, 
exoept  that  he  learns  the  questioD  is  to  be  do- 
cidea  by  the  higheHt  tribunal  of  the  land,  and 
that  be,  as  every  other  good  citiieu  i»,  is  wil- 
ling to  render  ubedienco  to  that  tribunal  T 

■'Ahwdt^nlder,  mplnor  tMi  oplnloa  irsn  inulllpllfd 
hf  ths  gcniU'I  frvm.  ■Dd  Kiltrnil,  iu  Lbe  uiux  i>f  tbc 
SmmU,  bmuliwl  uvc>r  tli«  lund.  mnil  tbi'ir  publlaUan  hu 

A*  if  WO  were  going  to  dUnvm  publiiihinj; 
the  opinions  of  the  oupreme  Court  of  the 
Uoitea  States. 

"StanulUnMHIFl^.  Drfd  Sottt.  whn  hbl  pliTRl  llir  hIDj 
or  Auiny  In  IhialntorMllncpbllUnil  pirn:  nnwIUIuKlT.  jtt 

>b*  frHdom  vliicb  ttw  roan  bud  dsulnl  lilm  m  b  rltibL" 

Now,  does  not  Iho  Senator  from  New  York 
know,  vroD  it  not  publinhcd  in  every  newspa- 
nar  in  the  country,  tliut  the  stave's  loasUr 
fiad  died  ?  Wan  it  not  known  tliat  the  man 
who  emancipated  tite  slave  was  a  Black  Ke- 
publican  coni|>e<>r.  in  the  other  IIuuho,  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  |Mr.  Ciiaffei,  of 
Massachusetts, J  who  was  forced  to  give  this 
euaneipation  after  Imvin^  long  heHitaled,  by 
the  indignant  denunciations  of  the  felluw'- 
Ilepublieans  anmnd  himt  Everyb<idy  knjws 
that,  and  yet  here  we  are  told  liy  the  ,Souatur 
that  this  gift  of  freedom  to  the  slave  was  the 
rettard  granted  by  liis  master,  the  defendant, 
fur  niaying  the  hand  of  duniiny  in  a  gatne  of 
cards — a  political  giinie — with  the  veneralde 
Chief  Justice  unil  Chief  Magistnite  of  the 
Union.  Shame,  shame  once  incirc,  upon  the 
Senator  who  makes  eiiarges  like  these,  with- 
out tlie  shadow  of  ground  for  their  suppuct ', 


DmuI)  GaoTga  Grandr*  of  IndI«Ba> 

,     ClLIBKATED  AmENDVEKT  OF, 

Ik  the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes,  July  39, 
1856,  the  bill  of  the  House,  No.  75,  reported 
by  Mr.  Grow,  from  the  Committee  on  Terribo- 
nes,  entitled,  "  A  bill  io  annul  certain  acts 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  territory 
of  Kansas,  and  to  secure  to  the  citisens  in 
B^d  territory  their  rights  and  privileges," 
being  before  the  body,  Mr.  Dunn  of  Indiana 
moved  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  same,  the  24th  section  of  which 
substitute  is  as  follows : — 

Brc  a.  And  ba  It  farttwr  <Dut«d,  n»t  b  much  of  iIh 
"  ofUw  Ihirty-Mnxxl 

IB  riffalh  iwUon 


et  puKd  (I  Uu  Bnt  ■ 


■kin  of  MhKDTl  In 


Istni  and  BxanlDC  of  Ihli  ut  not 

■n;  tflillocTor  ■tAtA,nor  to  ficclu , 

l«Ta  tha  pMpIs  thttwfparfteUT  frw  to  IDna  nod  nsiit*<* 
tlMtr domnllclniiUtuUow  In  tb*lr  ova  wH.  ntilr -'  — '- 
to  thi  (DoiUlntliin  of  Iba  UnUad  £luaa:  Pmldi 


Ui>  Bid  atj^th  wUan  cf  kbU  act  of  atilb  Hucb.  algbtoan 
hBndnd  wid  twiuti,  in  fambl  nriiad  and  docLuHl  to  bn 
In  fnll  font  and  aflwt  wltbLo  ifas  nid  terrlloTini  of  Rbbih 

baki  to  BRTlc*  Id  rlUwr'of  atU  tetrtliriM  rh^lul  ba  dU- 
obnntBd  fiom  anch  iBrTira  bj  rrBina  of  lurb  rnad  Bod 
rvilTSl  of  BtM  «l|thtb  Baclhin.  ir  anch  pBraoo  Bball  ba  pacioB- 
Dantlj  ranovBd  frtni  ancb  tcrrltorr  or  lerrltorl-a  frtar  fa> 
tbaflntdBroT  JanuBTT.  eliitatHB  hmidrrd  aadflft^^li^; 
■Diluji-blldarchlldifD  born  in  bIIIkt  of  auM  Unitorin, 
afBnjfrmBlslavfuUjbald  tDa«rTlisa,ir  In  Ilka  nunDari*. 


And  proiiilnl  furtbrr,  Tblt  my  pwMja 
nim  la  an;  i>l)»r  aUtB  or  twriloij  at 
■-■'  ' — ^'--  '-lo  Fllhar  tba  tanitorj  of 


The  amcnilmcnt  of  Mr.  Dunn  wan  < 
by  yeas  89,  nayn  77,  as  f.illow.s ; — 
Those  who  votwi  in  the  nffinnatlve  hi 

Howh  Albrlaht.  AUIin.  VM.  Itarl-mr.  Krni-on 


nchalna,  KclvT.  Khiic.  Knani,  Kniilil.  KniaJ 
Xunkfl,  ItolMiB.  Urt-arljr.  SlllU,  Momei, 

Hornn.  Usrrlll.  NMiirim  XoHon.  Ullin'.  ImrkiT.  l-vHon. 

Pan?,  PrUll,  likB.  tUiwIa.  PnrTlanro.  Illlrbli'.  linMu.  Xwr. 

TBrnan,  Thunton.  TutiL  Ttiflon.'wwlh  V^k.mBii.V<.l- 
brf^.  WaMrn.  C.  C.  WuhhoriH-.  B.  B.  Wa^hlionH.  !. 
•■■-"■ ,  Jr,Wibi>n,U'al.-b,  ».!(>,,/>'..  Woud,  Wuwlrnir, 


Those  who  Tolail  in  the  negative  ai*:- 


lua.  Cahpbell,  Cuulk.  thiwUm.  Clutir.  If.  OM.  IT 
V,  Chilli,  Ox.  Cniiar.  I^atrfiml.  OriUS.  ll'iniltim.  UlvlH. 

..-_.-,.  ^■im«m(mt.KMfm.r-i-U.^iiT.¥iimK 

.H.W.Mami.T.L. 


tHj.  Dnw.  /HiinMl,  aimii 


HiioM,  Ibiilor,  liui>n^  UauutwiwRi'  Vua,  H 


DUNN,  QEOEOE  OBITHDr.— ELLIOTT,  THOMAS  D. 


MMu;  Vmwn,  Wbubm,  D.  K  ITr^W.  f-  T.  m^^U, 

Democrata  in  italia,  Fillmore  Americans  in 
■MALL  CAP9,  Repubticans  in  romnn. 

So  the  amendmeot  yrea  agreed  to. 

The  vote  in  the  affirmntive  on  the  p&ssage 
of  the  bill  M  amended  vas  the  aame  as  on 
llrt  aneDdmetili,  with  the  exception  that  Mr. 
Pilu,  «t  N.  H.,  (Republiean,)  was  not  present, 
which  made  it  88,  or  one  lesa. 

The  lote  in  the  negative  oa  the  paaiage  of 


the  btit  u  amended,  was  the  Bame  m  on  the 
amendment,  with  the  exception  that  Meien. 
Jones  of  Pa.,  and  Branch  of  N.  C,  Democrats, 
who  had  not  voted  on  tbe  previous  vote,  voted 
in  the  negative,  and  MesaTs.  Bennett  of  N.  T., 
and  Day  of  0.,  Republicans,  and  Messn.  Fnl- 
ler  of  Pa.,  Hoffman  of  Md.,  and  Whitney  of  N. 
¥.,  National  Americans,  who  voted  on  the 
previous  vote  in  tiio  negative,  did  not  vot« 
at  all  on  ita  passage,  vthicn  made  the  vote  in 
the  negative  74,  or  three  less. 


Elect  Ions. 

Rbtdbn's  or  THAT  roB  Pkuidint  d 


as,BM 

«,7S« 

tijita 

t!^'^'ii 

f:-%\ 

M.876 

««.n8 

"",!«■■ 

\\%c 

KSeS      67,018 

Bt.JI» 

M.*%a 

BO^g 

m,su 

va,4i8 

u,a» 

M,]3g 

*Te.4M 

«09,WI  1,0 

m:M 

»m 

IMfiM 

m 

w,m 

411.M9 

erScol(,7S,SO&iTiiTl<iri)T 


I  2,BM,MII  i,ai2,7n  l,Ita,M3    1 


a\    tae^aa  4ii,6at        soa 

i\  l,SSa,U3  1,323,7M    »l^B 


.i,sti,Rii    s;3,ou  1,834,337  4,D4»,aHl  i,sS8,a7g  i,«)i,338  Its, 

vFnoDtit,4»2.t!S!  Ptem °>h  Soutt, 313,m ;  TvLoronrCM,  lSS,f ... 

'— *  *" '    "hi  popDlu-ToU  ud  3a  pRamLoralaMan;  FUlAfn  2(  per  nol.  of  tMh,  mn« 

ait  pvctnLof  Toui ud 88 p«r  not.  ~'  ~'"' — 


ElUott,  Thos.  D.,  or  Mass. 

PaOKwiTioN  or,  to  kipeal  Fdoitivi  Slavs 
Law. 

Ok  the  28th  of  July,  1854,  in  the  House  of 
UeprM«ntativee,  Mr,  Thomas  D.  Elliot  of 
HaM.,  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bill:— 

-  B«  K  BHtal,  le,  Tbiit  ml  >ct  (HtlUad  An  utlo  UMUd, 
adsoflHWBtWT  to  u  ket  (DttUMl  Ad  aol  T«[i«tUiK  fugl. 
•*«  ftttl  jMttD*,  laS  ntmu  aat^ar  ffom  Um  Krrla  of 
.^ . _..  o ^.j  ii^  jjj(^  Ut  sod  Uw 


Ur.  Bridges  of  Pa.  objected  to  leave  being: 
granted. 

Mr.  Elliott  moved  to  suspend  Uie  rules, . 
which  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 

TUL— Mean.  D*ll  of  0,  Bninatt  of  N.  T,  DaDm  of 
Hi.,  CWnplwll  of  0^  Ouriailsr  of  N.  Y,  CQrwIn  of  O^ 
CnxkiT  of  HuL,  TlnK.  Onrit  at  R.  I.,  Da  Witt  of  IbiK,  . 
nirk  of  Pi- MckfoKii  )if  MuL,  SudwDi  of  Wte,  KdmuDda 
of  H■■^  "ibot.  D.  mioa  of  Uius..  BTBrhvt  of  Pl,  Om. 
nsot  of  0.,  Ooodrtati  of  Hut^  Aum  Harlu  of  O..  How* 
of  PL,  Baltbt  T.  Jma  <if  N.  T,  Knu  of  m,  lUttana  of 
H.  T.  Jfavaa  of  H»,  Horgn  of  N.  T,  Noctoi  of  UL,  Itekw 
of  IdIl,  PwiBliiglOB  of  N.  J.,  Prln^  of  X.  T.,  DavU  BltAlar 


IHB  FOUTIOAL  TBXT-BOOK. 


mH  of  PS,  BMa  ofTL,  SiMi  <r  N.  ^j8^  " 


SiTU—Hwm 


aaH-t-m 


fli..  Sianm 


.AilimBti.C„JiimaaxBmotVL,W.Mlai 

v.  C,  Slikj/  or  Oi-  A»T)r  or  HIm,  Soilarj 

-  -      "     H  Df  S.  C.,  AncMnri^  (rf  Kl„ 

).  0_  OmUitn  of  Us,  CAMikr- 

^•aoTc'lirr^Mlcli.  f^auiKM  of  N.  On  b>M  of  AU, 
Oook  Df  I>^  Ooi  or  Kx^  l>«0i  gfH.  O,  Oirtti  of  Ffc  I>»<i 

of  Pl,  fiiwJnr  or  L>„  BUy  of  IihL,  B^ct^i  of  0,  W- 
■Himfiini  of  Vi.  KOMI  of  Ef ,  BUm  of  0,  MU  of  iDd- 
larlFf  of  Hk.  AkUmt  of  Vl,  fTama  of  Pl,  Judr  of  Ua.. 
Onfc  of  Vii_  OnrntKod  of  Ark..  Am  of  Pl.  Ovtu  of  Ali, 
«i>Ti.  of  Ml»,  H«Trt»n  of  l>.,  H.T.n  of  N,  T,  HctA**!  ol 
bd^AniiorUniftUardalN  U^  HlUof  Ky^  Axitfonor 
Alb,  UuBt  of  lA,  JMnm  or  O..  Jima  of  Tuin^  /oki  of 
U,  JTeOl  ore.  a,  Rwr  of  N.  n„  fidiDdl  of  Tl,  JCiIAwte  ol 
H.  K_  A'w«t  of  Pi.,  Init  or  Hou  ioUoM  or  (U^  f^dkcr  of 
Vl,  UiiiU<I7  of  Ko.,  HcMuBitL  of  T^  JfeJHir  of  Pit,  ife- 
Own  of  S.  C,  Jfaoy  of  Wl>.  XuHh  or  N.  I,  Jftuwiil  of 
n*..IIUItr  of  Ho.,  JHBtr  of  Id<L,  i(lBH«  oTT*.,  Jfcrrwiit 
_._    _     _.    ■rafjtji.j.,  K  --      --■■ 

...  c  ai---^  - 

AlL,  AqM  or  ^.,  B<d- 
iStonlon  of  Ky„  OcpAau  of 

•tirkii!,'hi»e^"of~N.  f!,'TMior'ofa,  T»jior  of' 

t^  of  N.  J.  FowifU  of  Ud.,  ITWrt^  of  H.  T,  nuiH- 


Mr.  BarkBdale  of  MUa.  itatad,  if  h«  had 
ijecn  ia  the  House  he  would  have  voted  i 

Those  ia  bmali.  cafs,  Ftm  Soilen. 

Those  in  iiatiei.  Democrats. 

Those  ID  rouL&Q,  Whigs, 

CUssiEcation  according  to  the  pollUci  of 
tiw  inembeTB  Bt  the  time  thej  votM. 

fmaacipaUon  F«rtr- 

EBaoLnTioNs  or,  or  St.  Loitis,  Missocthi. 

WbnvM.  Iha  fr<n,]tnry  puty  of  (bii  Kitf ,  otUliig  tl»i 

rloD  of  ihe  Imriflalure  nneiiMl  tha  aj^Ullon  of  the  tllTBL, 

pH«U;  aniliibanuUie  Dsmoow]'  or  tliii  iltrdaua  U'- 
mntoppnrtunkr  Ui  dDclaro  th«lr  A«Dtlllwot«  io  ngud 
thll  qnHtloD  -,  tbantgn  Iw  It 

RofolTod.  tiiat  wfl  houtU  J  ondom  th*  tomrm  of  odt  dol^ 
ptotln  111*  lilt  iHtnitun. 

RwDlTod.  Tbit  tlia  gndgul  HBudpnUca  orilmrr  In  tlu 

opopqoBHtlon.  uadl  one  oT  vlUi  Import&im  to  tbe  p«0|l]4  or 


Ion.  U1..I1  Iho  term,  nnti 
"InipneU.-ubJe.  uiwUe,  i 


!niSl!lt?il 


Igr  fall  ud  n**  dlBUHkiD  or  Uu  ■nUr*  tttitA 
EmlsroDt  Aid  Society. 

The  foUowiog;  is  the  testimonj  of  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Mace,  of  Ind.,  who  was  called  and 
Bworn  before  the  Kansas  InTostigating  Com- 
mittee : — 

ToMr.  OlJTer:— 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act.  I,  together  with  a  number 
of  otliers,  who  were  members  of  Congress  and 
aenators,  believing  that  the  tendenoj  <^  that 


'  set  would  be  to  nake  Kanaaa  a  alave  state,  ia 
order  to  prevent  it,  formed  an  association  here 
in  Washington,  called,  if  I  recollect  ari^it, 
"  The  Kansas  Aid  Society."  I  do  not  remem- 
ber all  who  became  members  of  that  sooielj , 
but  quite  a  number  of  members  who  were 
opposed  to  slaver;  in  Kansas,  of  the  Lower 
House,  and  also  of  the  Senate,  became  mem- 
bers of  it,  and  subscribed  various  sums  of 
money.  I  think  I  subscribed  either  $50  or 
(100 ;  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  saj  which. 

We  issued  a  circular  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  of  the  Northern  States  particularly, 
in  which  we  set  forth  what  we  believed  were 
the  dangers  of  making  Kansas  a  slave  state, 
and  urged  that  steps  be  taken  to  induce  per- 
sons from  the  North,  who  were  opposed  to 
slavery,  to  go  there  and  prevent  its  introdno- 
tion,  a  possible.  We  sent  a  great  many  cir- 
culars to  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
with  that  otgect,  and  also  communications  of 
various  kinds.  I  do  not  now  remember  what 
they  were.  The  object  was  to  have  pervooa 
induced  to  go  to  Kansas  who  would  m^e  that 
their  home,  and  who  would,  at  all  elec^(»ia, 
vote  against  the  institution  of  slavery. 

I  think  Mr.  Goodrich  of  Mass.  was  the 
president-  of  the  Society.  I  am  not  certuu 
about  the  vice  presidents;  probably  Mr.  Feo- 
ton  of  N.  Y.,  and  myself,  were  vice  presidenta. 
The  names  of  the  president  and  vice  presi- 
dents were  attached  to  our  circulars,  whkh 
we  sent  throughout  the  country. 

My   reooUeation   is,   that    senerallv  ibose 
members  of  the  House  and  ^nale  wno  w«re 
opposed  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  became 
members  of  this  society,  and  contributed  to  iL 
The  leading  primary  object  of  the  asaocia- 
tJon  was  to  prevent  the  introducUon  of  slavery 
into  Kansas,  as  I  stated  during  the  sliort  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  in  answer  to  a  question  pro- 
pounded to  me  by  yourself,  I  believe.    We 
believed  that  unless  vigorous  steps  of  that 
kind  were   takon,   Kansas  would  become  a 
slave  state.    I  do  not  remember  the  caption 
of  the  subsciiptiuD  paper.     I  think  no  other 
object  wcs  mentioned  or  specified,  except  the 
prevention  of  slavery  in  Kansas.  I  think  that 
u  the  sole  object  of  the  movement. 
I   do   not   reoollcct  whether   Mr.   Speaker 
Banks  was  a  member  of  that  society  or  not, 
or  whether  Senator  Seward  was  or  not.     Mr. 
Goodrich  kept  the  books.     My  impression  is, 
that  a  majority  of  tho«e  who  voted  against  the 
bill  wore  members  of  that  organization.    I  do 
not  remember   the   total   amount   of  money 
ised  by  means  of  that  organiiation.    Wa 
d  a  room  here,  and  employed  a  secretarvi 
d  consequently  had  eipenses  to  pay.     1  do 
t  know  the  amount  raised.     I  think  ther« 
ire  persons,  members  of  that  asHOciation, 
10  were  not  members  of  eitlier  House  of 
ngresB.     Mr.  Latham  was  appointed  trca- 
rer.  but  declined ;  and  my  impression  is, 
that  Mr.  Blair  became  the  treasurer;  but  I 
may  be  mistaken  about  that 

Daw'l.  Uacb. 
Washington  City,  July  1,  1856. 


KXPUNama  besolutions.— filljiobb,  hillabd. 


su 


▲maet  to  Inoorporate  the  New  EngUnd  Emignuit  Aid  Oom- 
piMij. 

Be  ft  eaaeted  by  the  Senate  and  ITooae  of  RepreMntattreM 
hi  Oenen&l  Coart  asMmblftd.  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
MSM.  at  IbJlowBi^-Sec.  1.  £li  Thayer,  Amoe  A.  Lawrence, 
JtAu  M.  8.  WillUmi,  and  Thoman  U.  Webb,  their  anwUtes, 
moeeflion,  and  aaMjfOA,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by 
the  name  of  the  New  Ungland  Emifn^nt  Aid  Company,  for 
the  parpom  of  dlrectiofc  emixratlon  weatward,  and  aiding 
la  providing  aecommodAtion*  for  the  emigrants  after  arrlT- 
Ing  at  their  plaees  of  destination ;  and  for  these  purposes 
tlMy  have  all  the  powers  and  priTlleges,  and  are  sul^eet  to 
«11  tke  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabQitles,  set  forth  In  the 
fbcty-foorth  chapter  of  the  KeTised  Statutes. 

8m.  2.  The  rapUal  stock  of  mkl  corporation  shall  not 
—aeed  one  million  of  dullarR.  Said  capital  stock  may  be 
invemted  in  r«al  and  personal  estate :  Pmmded,  the  said  cor- 
Boratlon  shall  not  hold  real  estate  in  this  Oommonwealtfa 
Id  an  amount  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sac  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  ftx)m  and  after  Its  pas- 

■rase  of  RflfpreseatatlTea,  Vebraary  16, 1855. 
'    Passed  to  be  enacted.  D^nu.  C  Boor,  Speaker. 

Xo  Senate,  February  17, 1855. 

Passed  to  be  enacted.      Hrnrt  W.  BmrcHLr,  Presldeat 
Itebraaiy  21, 1856i    Approved.  Huar  J.  QAmDZinu 


"Bxpnm^ng  Resol«tions. 

On  the  ISth  of  February,  1835,  Mr.  Ben- 
ion  submitted  the  following  resolution  to  the 
■enate. 

JUeoWed,  That  the  resrdution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
the  2Sth  day  of  March.  1834,  In  the  following  words,  '*  Re- 
•dIv«4.  That  the  President,  in  the  late  ezecntlTe  proceedings 
to  Tslatfon  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
•elf  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Oonstitutton 
and  laws,  but  In  derogation  of  both,**  he  and  the  same  is 
ksrsby  otdned  to  be  expunged  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate,  because  the  said  resolution  Is  Illegal  and  m^junt,  of 
•vil  example,  indefinite  and  vague,  expressing  a  criminal 
ehanr*  witliout  speeifieatlon,  and  was  irregularly  and  nneon- 
•MtatioBally  adoptsd  by  the  Senate,  in  subversion  of  the 
rfcghts  of  defence  which  belong  to  an  accused  and  impeaehsr 
wofBoer,  and  at  a  time  and  under  drcnmstances  tn  Involve 
apemillar  Injury  to  the  political  rights  and  pecuniary  Inter- 
•tU  «r  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1835,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Webster  the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the 
tftble,  by  a  vote  of  27  to  20. 

Mr.  tfenton  immediately  renewed  the  reso- 
lution to  stand  for  the  second  week  of  the 
next  session. 

On  the  26th  day  of  Dec.  1836,  Mr.  Benton 
a^n  introduced  his  expunging  resolution 
more  elaborate  than  the  one  which  he  had 
previously  introduced,  bein^  in  the  shape  of  a 
l^gthy  preamble,  reciting  distinctly  ana  clear- 
1t  all  the  facts  and  principles  involved,  and 
closing  with  the  following  resolution : — 

Beaolvad,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
iottmal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the  secretary  of  the 
flaoata,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  apaoint,  shall  bring 
the  Buuinaeript  journal  of  the  seiwlon  of  1833  and  1834  Into 
the  fleaata,  and  In  the  presence  of  the  Senate  draw  black 
lima  round  the  said  restive,  and  write  aeroas  the  fooe 
tkereoC  In  ■trong  letters,  the  following  words :  Expunged 
hf  ovdar  d  the  Senate  this  —  day  of  — >  a.  d.  1837. 

It  passed  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1837, 
bj  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : — 

TsiUi— Mesav.  Bentoo,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Swing 
at  in.,  Fnltoo,  Qruody,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala.,  Linn, 
SEorria,  Nicholas,  Nlles,  Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
fferhir,  Stnuife,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  and 
Wr^t 

Natb.— Measrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  0^  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Moore,  Pren* 
tisa.  pRNrton,  RebUns,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlliisoii,  W«bater, 
aad  White. 


FiUmore,  Millard. 

Erie  Letter  of. 

Buffalo,  Oct  17,  1838. 

Sir  :  Tour  communication  of  the  13th  inst^ 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  bj 
"  The  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  the  County  w 
Erie,"  has  just  come  to  hand.  You  solicit  my 
answer  to  uie  following  interrogatories  z — 

Ist.  Do  you  belies  that  petitions  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  ought  to  be  received,  read,  and  respect- 
fully considered  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people  ?  < 

2d.  Are  you  opposed  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  under  any  ciroumstances, 
so  long  as  slaves  are  held  therein  ? 

3d.  Are  you  in  favor  of  Congress  exercis- 
ing all  the  constitutional  powers  it  possesses 
to  abolish  the  internal  slave  trade  between  the 
states? 

4th.  Are  you  in  favor  of  immediate  legisla> 
tion  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ? 

Answer. — 1  am  much  engaged,  and  have  ne 
time  to  enter  into  argument,  or  explain  at 
length  my  reasons  for  my  opinion.  I  shaH 
therefore  content  myself,  for  the  present,  by 
answering  all  your  interrogatories  ^in  the 
affirmative,  and  leave  for  some  future  occasion 
a  more  extended  discussion  on  the  subject. 

I  would,  however,  take  this  occasion  to  say, 
that  in  thus  frankly  giving  my  opinion,  I 
would  not  desire  to  have  it  understood  in  the 
nature  of  a  pledge.  At  the  same  time  that  I 
seek  no  disguises,  but  freely  give  ray  senti- 
ments on  any  subject  of  interest  to  those  fur 
whose  suffrages  1  am  a  candidate,  I  am  op- 
posed to  give  any  pledge  that  shall  deprive  me 
nereafter  of  all  discretionary  power.  My  own 
character  must  be  the  guarantee  for  the  general 
correctness  of  my  le^slative  deportment.  On 
every  important  subject  I  am  bound  to  delibe* 
rate  before  I  act,  and  especially  as  a  legisla- 
tor— to  possess  myself  oi  all  the  information, 
and  listen  to  every  argument  that  can  be  ad- 
duced by  my  associates,  before  I  give  a  final 
vote.  If  I  stand  pledged  to  a  particular  course 
of  action,  I  cease  to  be  a  responsible  agent, 
but  I  become  a  mere  machine.  Should  sub- 
sequent events  show,  beyond  all  doubt,  that 
the  course  I  had  become  pledged  to  pursue 
was  ruinous  to  my  constituents  and  disgrace- 
ful to  myself^  I  have  no  alternative,  no  oppor- 
tunity for  repentance,  and  there  is  no  power 
to  absolve  me  from  my  obligation.  Hence  the 
impropriety,  not  to  say  absurdity,  in  my  view, 
of  givmg  a  pledge. 

1  am  aware  that  you  have  not  asked  any 
pledge,  and  I  believe  I  know  your  sound 
judgment  and  good  sense  too  well  to  think 
you  desire  any  such  thing.  It  was,  however, 
to  prevent  any  misrepresentation  on  the  part 
of  others,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say. 
thus  much  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Millard  Fillhorb 

W.  Mills,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
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SIS 

The  roUoving  i»  Mr.  Fillmon'a  letter  to  the 
Hob.  John  Onyle : — 

Albint,  JuIj  31,  1848. 

DiAK  Sir:  I  bare  rour  letter  of  tho  Sth 
iostant,  bat  mj  official  dutioi  have  been  00 
nreuing,  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  neg- 
iMt  mv  private  correspondence.  1  hod  also 
determined  to  write  no  letters  for  publicatioB 
bearing  npou  the  contest  in  the  approaching 
canvass.  But,  as  you  desire  some  information 
for  joar  onn  satisfaction  in  regai^  to  the 
charges  brought  aj^inst  me  from  the  South, 
OB  the  slave  question,  I  have  oouoluded  to 
StKte  brieflj  mj  position. 

While  I  was  in  Congress,  there  waa  much 
agitation  on  tlie  right  of  petition.  My  votes 
will  doabtless  be  found  recorded  uniformly  in 
favor  of  it.  The  rale  upon  which  I  acted  was, 
that  every  citiien  presenting  a  respectful  peti- 
tion to  the  body  that  by  the  Constitution  had 
the  power  to  grant  or  refuse  the  prayer  of  it, 
was  entitled  to  be  heard ;  and  tberefore  the 
petition  onght  to  be  received  and  considered. 
If  right  andreasonable,  the  prayer  of  it  should 


ther  on  the  reception  of  petitions 
eideration  of  resolutions,  will  be  found  oon- 
eistent  with  this  rule. 

I  have  none  of  my  Congressional  docaroenta 
here,  they  being  at  my  former  residence  in 
Buffalo,  nor  have  I  access  to  any  papers  or 
memoranda  to  refresh  my  recollection ;  but  I 
think  at  some  time  wbilo  in  Congress  I  took 
oocasion  to  state,  in  substance,  my  views  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Btate«.  Whether  ' 
the  remarks  were  rtportod  or  not,  1  am  unable  I 
to  eay ;  but  the  substance  was,  that  I  regarded  I 
slavery  as  an  evil,  but  one  with  which  the  ' 
national  goveminent  hod  nothioe  to  do;  that ' 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  power  over  that  question'waa  vested  in 
the  several  slates  where  the  inatitution  was 
tolerated.  If  they  regarded  it  as  a  blessing, 
they  had  a  constitutional  right-to  enjoy  it ;  and 
if  they  regarded  it  as  an  evil,  they  had  the 
power,  and  knew  best  how  to  apply  the 
remedy.  I  did  not  conceive  that  Congress  had 
any  power  over  it,  or  waa  in  any  way  respon- 
aime  for  its  oontinuance  in  the  several  s^tes 
where  it  existed.  I  have  entertained  no  other 
sentiments  on  this  subject  since  I  examined  it 
aufficieotly  to  form  an  opinion ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  all  my  acts,  pulAio  and  private,  will 
be  found  in  accordance  with  thia  view. 

t  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, MlLI^Bn  FlLLMORB. 

Hon.  JohnGayle. 

The  following  ia  Mr.  Fillmore'a  apeoch,  de- 
livered at  Albany,  in  July,  1856  :— 

Mr.  Mar/or  and  FeUow-Citiieit : — This  over- 
whelming demonstration  of  congratulation  and 
welcome  almost  deprives  me  of  the  power  of 
Bpeeoh.  Here,  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  1 00m- 
Dwnced  my  political  career.    In  thia  boilding 


I  first  saw  alegialative  bodjr  in  aeesion ;  bat  ut 
that  time  it  never  entered  uto  the  aspirations 
of  my  heart  that  I  ever  should  receive  such  a 
welcome  aa  this  ih  the  capital  of  my  native 
BtetA. 

Ton  have  been  pleased,  air,  to  alladeto  my 
former  services  and  my  prolnble  course  if  I 
should  agun  be  called  to  the  position  of  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  pleasant 
to  speak  of  one's  self,  yet  I  trust  that  the  oc- 
casion will  justify  me  in  briefly  alluding  to 
one  or  two  events  connected  with  my  odmin- 
iatratioD.  You  all  know  that  when  I  was 
colled  to  the  Executive  chair  by  a  bereavement 
which  shroudedanation  in  mourning,  that  the 
country  was  unfortunately  agitated  from  one 
end  to  the  other  npon  the  all-eicitine  subject 
of  slavery.  It  waa  then,  air,  that  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  nae  above  every  sectional  prejudice, 
and  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  nation. 
I  waa  compelled  to  a  certain  extent  to  over- 
come lon^berished  prejudices,  and  disregard 
party  claims.  But  in  doing  this,  ur,  1  did  no 
more  than  was  done  by  many  abler  and  better 
men  than  myself.  I  was  by  no  means  the  sole 
instrument,  under  Providence,  in  harmoniiiag 
these  difficulties.  There  were  at  that  time 
noble,  independent,  high-eonled  men  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  belonging  to  both  the 
great  political  parties  of  the  countrv — Wlugs 
and  Democrat^who  spumed  the  dictation  of 
selfish  port^  leaders,  and  rallied  around  my 
administration  in  support  of  the  great  meai- 
sures  which  restored  peace  to  an  a^taled  and 
distracted  country.  Some  of  these  have  cone 
to  their  eternal  rest,  with  the  blessings  of  ueir 
country  on  their  beads,  but  others  yet  survive, 
deservuig  the  benediction  and  honors  of  a 
grsteful  people.  By  the  blessings  of  Divine 
Providence,  our  efiorts  were  crowned  with 
signal  success,  and  when  I  left  the  Presiden- 
tial chair,  the  whole  nation  waa  prosperous 
and  contented,  and  our  relatione  with  all  for- 
eign nations  were  of  the  most  amicable  kind. 
The  cloud  that  hung  upon  the  horiion  waa 
dissipated.  But  where  are  we  nowf  Alas! 
threatened  at  home  with  civil  war,  and  from 
■        ■  relar 

e  of 

thia  change.  These  are  the  facts,  and  it  is  for 
you  to  ponder  upon  them.  Of  the  present 
administration  I  have  nothing  to  say,  for  I 
know  and  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  ad- 
ministering this  government,  and  if  the  pro- 
sent  eiecutive  and  his  supporters  have  with 
good  intentions  and  honest  hearts  made  a  mio- 
take,  I  hope  Ood  may  forgive  them  as  I  freely 
do.  But,  if  there  be  those  who  have  brought 
these  calamities  upon  the  countir  for  selfish 
or  ambitious  objects,  it  is  your  duty,  fellow- 
citiions,  to  hold  them  to  a  strict  responaibility. 
The  agitation  which  disturbed  the  peace  of 
the  country  in  1S50,  was  unavoidable.  It  was 
brought  upon  us  by  the  acquisition  of  new 
territory,  for  the  government  of  which  it  waa 
necessary  to  provide  territorial  orcaniiation. 
But  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the  present 
Station,  which  dutroeta  the  country  ami 
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Ihrefttens  un  with  civil  war,  has  not  been  reck- 
leaslj  and  wantonly  prodaced,  by  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  to  aid  in  personal  advancement 
rather  than  in  any  public  good. 

Sir,  you  have  been  pleased  to  say,  that  I 
have  the  Union  of  tliese  states  at  heiurt ;  thb, 
lir,  is  most  true,  for  if  there  be  one  object 
dearer  to  me  than  any  other,  it  is  the  unity, 
prosperity,  and  glory  of  this  great  republic  ; 
uid  I  confess  frankly,  sir,  that  I  fear  it  is  in 
iangcr.  I  say  nothing  of  any  particular  sec- 
tion, much  less  of  the  several  candidates  before 
the  people.  I  presume  they  are  all  honorable 
men.  Dut,  sir,  what  do  we  see  ?  An  exas- 
perated feeling  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  on  the  most  exciting  of  all  topics,  re- 
sulting in  bloodshed  and  organized  military 


But  this  is  not  all,  sir.  We  see  a  pAitical 
party  presenting  candidates  for  the  Presidency 
and  Vice  Presidency,  selected  for  the  first  time 
from  the  free  states  alone,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  electing  these  candidates  by  suf- 
fhiges  of  one  part  of  the  Union  only,  to  rule 
over  the  whole  United  States.  Can  it^be  pos- 
fible  that  those  who  are  engaged  in  such  a 
measure  can  have  seriously  reflected  upon  the 
consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow,  in 
case  of  success  t  Can  they  have  the  madness 
or  the  fully  to  believe  that  our  Southern  breth- 
ren would  submit  to  be  governed  by  such  a 
Chief  Magistrate  ?  Would  he  be  required  to 
follow  the  same  rule  prescribed  by  those  who 
elected  him,  in  making  his  appointments  t  If 
a  man  living  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line 
be  not  worthy  to  be  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent, would  it  be  proper  to  select  one  from  the 
same  quarter  as  one  of  his  cabinet  council  or 
to  represent  the  nation  in  a  foreign  country  t 
Or,  indeed,  to  collect  the  revenue,  or  adminis- 
ter the  laws  of  the  United  States  ?  If  not, 
what  new  rule  is  the  President  to  adopt  in  se- 
lecting men  for  office,  that  the  People  them- 
selves discard  in  selecting  him  7  These  are 
fierious,  but  practical  questions,  and  in  order 
to  appreciate  them  fully,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  turn  the  tables  upon  ourselves.  Suppose 
that  the  South,  having  a  majority  of  the  elec- 
toral votes,  sh<mld  declare  that  they  would 
only  have  slaveholders  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  and  should  elect  such  by  their  ex- 
clusive suffrages  to  rule  over  us  at  the  North. 
Do  you  think  we  would  submit  to  it  ?  No,  not 
for  a  moment.  And  do  you  believe  that  your 
Southern  brethren  are  less  sensitive  on  this 
subject  than  you  are,  or  less  jealous  of  their 
rights  ?  If  you  do,  let  me  tell  you  that  you 
are  mistaken.  And,  therefore,  you  must  see 
that  if  this  sectional  party  succeeds,  it  leads 
inevitably  to  the  destruction  of  this  beautiful 
fabric  reared  by  our  forefathers,  cemented  by 
their  blood,  and  bequeathed  to  us  as  a  price- 
less inheritance. 

I  tell  you,  my  friends,  that  I  feel  deeply, 
and  therefore  I  speak  earnestly  on  this  sub- 
loct  (cries  of  "  you're  right !«)  for  I  feel  that 
JOQ  are  in  danger.    I  am  determined  to  make 


a  clean  breast  of  it.  I  will  wash  my  hands  of 
the  consequences,  whatever  they  may  be ;  and 
I  tell  you  that  we  are  treading  upon  the  brink 
of  a  volcano,  that  is  liable  at  any  moment  to 
burst  forth  and  overwhelm  the  nation.  I 
might,  by  soft  words,  inspire  delusive  hopes, 
and  thereby  win  votes.  But  I  can  never  con- 
sent to  be  one  thing  to  the  North  and  another 
to  the  South.  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I 
could  be  guilty  of  such  duplicity.  For  mj 
conscience  would  exclaim,  with  tne  dramatic 
poet, — 

• 

**  Is  tber*  not  loin*  ehoten  cnrM, 
Some  hidden  thander  in  the  itorec  of  hearen. 
Red  with  nnoommon  wrath,  to  blast  the  man 
Who  owes  his  grmtnew  to  hU  eountiy'a  ruin?" 

In  the  language  of  the  lamented,  but  im- 
mortal Clay :  *'  I  had  rather  be  right  than  be 
President  r 

It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  those  engaged 
in  this  can  have  contemplated  the  awful  con- 
sequences of  success.  It  it  breaks  asunder  the 
bonds  of  our  Union,  and  spreads  anarchy  and 
civil  war  through  the  land,  what  is  it  less  than 
moral  treason  ?  Law  and  common  sense  hold 
a  man  responsible  for  the  natural  oonsequence 
of  his  acts,  and  must  not  those  whose  acts 
tend  to  the  destruction  of  the  government,  be 
equally  held  responsible  ? 

And  let  me  also  add,  that  when  this  Union 
is  dissolved,  it  will  not  be  divided  into  two 
republics,  or  two  monarchies,  but  be  broken 
into  fragments,  and  at  war  with  each  other." 

Mr.  Fillmore  concluded  with  a  few  remarks 
with  reference  to  the  contrast  between  the 
pomp  he  had  witnessed  in  Europe  and  the 
Republican  welcome  he  had  received  at  home. 


Florida. 

The  bill  establishing  a  territorial  govern- 
ment for  Florida  became  a  law  March  30, 
1832.  It  met  with  no  material  opposition  in 
either  House  of  Congress.  As  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  it  contained 
the  following  clause  : — 

*<  No  filaTe  or  slare^  shall  directly  or  indirectly  he  intro- 
duced into  the  naid  territory,  except  hv  a  dtiien  of  tho 
United  Statesi,  remoTioK  into  the  RtUd  territory  for  actual 
■ettlement,  and  being,  at  the  Ume  of  KOch  remoral,  the  bona 
fide  owner  of  snch  nUiTe  or  slaTm ;  an«l  eTory  elave  imported 
or  brought  into  the  mid  territory,  contrary  to  the  proriMlona 
of  thla  act,  shall  thereupon  be  enUtled  to  and  reeelTe  his  or 
her  freedom.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  Ala.  the  Senate 
struck  out  the  said  provision,  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Tbas.— Merarf.  Barbour  of  Va.,  Benton  of  Mo.,  Brown  of 
La.,jyWolf  of  R.  I..  Katon  of  Tenn..  EllloU  of  Oa.,|Baillard 
of  S.  C,  Holmes  of  Mies.,  Johnwm  of  Ky.,  Johnson  of  La., 
King  of  Ahu  Uoyd  of  Md.,  Macon  of  N.  C,  Noble  of  Ind., 
Pleaaanto  of  Va.,  Smith  of  8.  C,  Southard  of  N.  J..  Stokee  of 
N.  C,  Van  Dyke  of  Del.,  Walker  of  Ala.,  Ware  of  Oa.,  Wllr 
liams  of  Tenn.,  Williams  of  Miss.~23. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Barton  of  Mo.,  Boardman  of  Oonn.,  Brown 
of  C  Chandler  of  Me.,  Dlckereon  of  N.  J.,  Flndlay  of  Pa., 
Holmea  of  Ma.,  King  of  N.  T„  Knight  of  R.  !„  Unman  of 
Conn.,  Lowrie  of  Pa.,  Mills  of  Mass.,  Morrill  of  N.  IL,  Otis 
of  Mass.,  Palmer  of  yt,  Parrott  of  N.  H.,  RugriM  of  0., 
8e7moorofVt,TbonMSOfI]LyyanBur«a(tfN.T.    '^ 
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The  lair  as  it  passed  was  silent  on  the  sob- 
jeot  of  slarery,  with  the  exception  of  a  clause 
prohibiting  the  importation  therein  of  slaves 
trom  any  part  or  place  without  the  limits  of 
the  United  States. 

In  1838,  the  people  of  Florida  formed  a 
state  constitution  without  the  previous  assent 
of  Congress,  a  census  not  having  been  taken 
dince  1830  to  ascertain  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants therein.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1845 
that  Florida  was  admitted,  a  census  having 
been  taken  in  the  mean  time  (1840),  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  she  contained  a  popula- 
tion of  between  forty  and  fifty  thousand. 

In  a  debate  which  took  place  in  the  Senate 
en  the  14th  of  March,  1850,  subsequent  to  the 
admission  of  Florida,  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  Congress  in  having  admitted  her  was  dis- 
enssed. 

Mr.  Tulco  of  Florida  contended  that  the 
admission  of  Florida  lingered  from  1838  to 
1845,  because-  the  North  was  unwilling  to  de- 
part from  the  practice  which  had  grown  into 
use  of  admitting  slave  and  non-slaveholding 
states  in  pairs^  So  Florida  was  not  admitted 
vntil  Iowa  was  prepared  for  admission,  when 
they  were  both  taken  into  the  Union  together. 

Mr.  Dou^as  denied  that  such  was  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  admitting  Florida. 

Mr.  King  of  Ala.  said  that  the  South  did 
not  sustain  the  admission  of  Florida  for  the 
xeason  that  it  had  not  been  ascertained  that  she 
had  the  requisite  population  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  13th  of  February.  1845v  the  bill  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Aaron  V.  Brown  of  Tenn.,  from 
the  Comuiittee  on  Territorioa,  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Iowa  and  Florida  into  the  Union,  be- 
ing before  the  House,  Mr.  Morse  of  Mo. 
moved  the  following  amendment : — 

Prorlded,  bow«Ter,  that,  m>  for  aa  relate*  to  Florida,  this 
act  aball  not  Uilu  edt^i  until  aft«r  a  convention  of  delegate*, 
elected  by  the  qiialtfled  roUfn  of  Florida,  vball  hare  so 
altered  the  oon^titntion  adopted  by  the  cosTentlon  of  del»- 

etea  on  the  11th  of  July.  lH3d.  aa  to  ntrlke  flrom  article  16tb, 
aald  conntitotioo.  the  flrat  and  third  aectlona  in  the  fol- 
lowing wordii,  niiDM»Iy :  Sec.  lat  The  General  Aneembly  iihail 
have  no  power  to  paai  laws  Ihr  the  emancipation  of  alarea. 
flee.  3d.  The  General  Araembly  shall  bare  power  to  pass  laws 
to  prevent  free  negroes,  mulatbws.  or  other  persons  of  color, 
from  emigrating  to  this  state,  or  ttom  being  discharged  frtMa- 
•o  board  any  Teasel  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Morse's  amendment  was  rejected  on  a 
eount  by  tellers. 

Mt,  Morse-  oflbred  an  amendment  which 
was  word  for  word  a  copy  of  the  proviso  in 
the  act  admitting  >ri8Houri  into  tne  Union, 
prohibiting  Hw  state  from  passing  any  law 
Dv  which  the  citizens  of  either  of  the  states 
of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the  en- 
joyment of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities to  which  such  citisen  is  entitled  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  of  Mr.  Morse  was  also 
rejtM^ted  on  a  count  by  tellers. 

The  bill  admitting  Florida  and  Iowa  into 
the  Union,  was  then  passed  by  yeas  and  nays 

fallows : — 


ABderaOB  of  N.T.,  Arriogton  of  N.  OL,  Afihe 
of  Tenn.,  Atkinson  of  Va^  Barringer  of  N.  C.  Bayly  of  Va., 
Bolser  of  Ala.,  BIdlaek  of  Pa.,  E.  J.  Black  of  Ga.,  J.  Black 
of  Pa^  J.  A.  Bhwk  of  S.  C,  BUckwell  of  Tenn.,  Bower  of 
Mo.,  Bowlin  of  Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  BrinkerholT  of  0^  MntA- 
head  of  Pa.,  A.  T.  Brown  of  Tonn..  Milton  Brown  of  Teun., 
W.  J.  Blown  of  Ind.,  Burke  of  N.  H.,  Bart  of  8.  C  QiUwfll 
of  Ky.,  Campbell  of  S.  O,  Gary  of  Me..  Caurin  »r  .Md..  Chap- 
man of  Ala.,  Chappell  of  Ga.,  Chilton  of  Va.,  Clinch  of  Ua.. 
Cllngman  of  N.  C.,  Clinton  of  N.  Y.,  Cubb  of  Ga..  Colwi  ot 
Va^  Crom  of  Ark.,  Collom  of  Tenn.,  Daniel  of  N.  C,  Davis 
of  Ky.,  Davis  of  Ind..  Dawson  of  La..  Dean  of  0..  Dfllet  of 
Ala.,  Dillingham  of  Vt,  Douglas  of  III..  Dromgoole  of  Va., 
Duncan  of  0.,  Ellis  of  N.  Y.,  Farley  of  N.  J.,  ifrklin  of  HI., 
Fbater  of  Pa.,  French  of  Ky.,  Fuller  of  1^.  Ooff^n  of  Va.. 
Green  of  Ky.,  OrUer  of  Ky^  Hale  of  N.  IL,  ilammett  of 


Mtsa.,  Haralson  of  Ga.,  IlaiUin  of  III..  Hays  of  Pa..  Heuiev 
of  Ind.,  Holmes  of  S.  C  Hoee  of  IIl^  Hopkins  of  Ya..  Uouafton 
of  Ala.,  Etubaid  of  Va.,  Uubbell  of  N.  Y..  J.  B.  Hunt  of 
Mich.,  C.  J.  Ingersoll  of  Pa.,  Jameson  of  Mo..  Cave  Johnson 
of  Tenn.,  Andrew  Johnson  ofTenn.,  JonesofTenn.,  Kennedy 
of  Init,  Kennedy  of  Md.,  Kirkpatrirk  of  N.  J..  liabrancheot 
La.,  Leonard  of  N.  Y.,  Lucas  of  Va.,  Lumpkin  of  Ga.,  Lyon  of 
Mich.,  MoCknslen  of  O^MacIay  of  N.  Y^  McClelland  of  Mich., 
McClemand  of  111.,  McConnellof  Ala.,  McDowell  ofC  McKay 
of  N.  C!t  Mathew  of  0.,  Morris  of  l*a..  J.  Morris  of  0..  Morse  ot 
La.,  Murphy  of  N.  Y.,  Newton  of  Va.,  Norrls  of  N.  H.,  Owen 
of  Ind.,  Parmenter  of  Mass.,  Payne  of  Ala.,  Peyton  ofTenn., 
Phmnix  of  N.  Y.,  Bollock  of  Pa.,  Potter  of  O.,  PraU  of  N.  T., 
Pnrdy  of  N.  Y.,  David  S.  Reid  of  N.  C.  Keding  of  N.  H..  lUlie 
Mo.,  Rbett  of  S.  C,  Rittor  of  Pa..  Roberts  of  Mln.,  Rodney  of 
of  Del.,  Russell  of  N.  Y.,  St  John  of  0.,  Saunders  of  N.  C, 
Senter  ttttnn^  Seymour  of  Conn.,  Simons  of  Conn..  Simp- 
son of  &Cn  Slidell  of  Ia,  Smith  of  Pa.,  Thomas  Smith  of 
Ind.,  RoBert  Smith  of  III.,  Steenrod  of  Va,  Stephens  of  Ga., 
Stiles  of  Ga.,  Stone  of  Ky.,  Stone  of  0..  Strong  of  N.  T.,  8nin> 
men  of  Va.,  Sykeaof  N.  J.,  Taylor  of  Va..  Thomasson  of  Ky., 
ThommOQ  of  Min.,  Tfbbatts  of  Ky.,  Tncker  of  Miss.,  Waller 
of  0.,  Wentworth  of  111.,  Wethered  of  Md.,  White  of  Ky., 
White  of  Ma.  Woodward  of  &  C,  Wright  of  Ind.,  Yancsy  of 
.,  Yost  of  l>a.— 146. 
Nats. — ^Messrs.  Abbot  of  Mass.,  Adams  of  Mass.,  Baker  of 
Barnard  of  N.  Y.,  Breogle  of  Md.,  BofRngton  of  Rw, 
CarroU  of  N.  Y.,  Cranston  of  IL  I..  Davto  of  N.  Y.,  Drherry 
of  N.  C  DIekey  of  Pa.,  Fish  of  N.  Y.,  Florenco  of  0.,  Foot  of 
Vt,  Giddlngs  of  0.,  Byram  Green  of  N.  Y.,  Grlnn^l  of  Man., 
Bdward  8.  Ilamlin  of  0..  Haner  of  0.,  Hadson  of  Masa., 
Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  Irvin  of  Pa.,  Jenks  of  Pa.,  Johnson  of  0.» 
Preston  King  of  N.  T.,  King  of  &Iasa,  Mcllvalne  of  l^a.,  Man*h 
of  Vt,  Moras  of  Me.,  Mooeley  of  N.  Y.,  Paterson  of  X.  T., 
Potter  of  R.  I.,  Robinson  of  N.  Y.,  Rockwell  of  Hwa.  Rogerv 
of  N.  Y.,  Sample  of  Ind..  Schnnck  of  0.,  Severance  of  M<*., 
David  L.  Sevmour  of  N.  Y.,  Smith  of  N.  Y.,  Caleb  B.  Smith 
of  Ind^  TiMen  of  0..  Tyler  of  N.  Y.,  Vanee  of  O.,  Vinton  of 
O.,  Winthrop  of  Mass.— 46. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  Ist  of  March,  1845^ 
the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  admission  of 
Iowa  and  Florida  being  under  oonsideration, 
Mr.  Evans  of  Me.  moved  an  amendment  iden- 
tical with  the  first  amendment  offered  to  the 
bill  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Morse  of  Maine,  and 
which  is  in  full  on  the  preceding  column,  rela- 
tive to  striking  out  those  clauses  in  the  Con- 
stitntion  prohibitinfr  the  enutncipation  of 
slaves  and  the-  immigration  of  free  negroes 
into  the  state. 

Mr.  Evanses  amendment  was  lost,  as  fol- 
lows : — 


Ybas. — ^Messn.  Cboato  of  Maas.,  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Evana  of 
Me.,  Francis  of  It  1.,  Huntington  of  Conn.,  MBlcr  of  N.  J., 
Phelps  of  Vt..  Porter  of  Mich.,  Simmons  of  K.  I.,  Upham  of 
Vt,  White  of  Ind.,  Woodbrldge  of  Mich.— 12. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen  ofO.,  AsrlMr  of  Va..  Ashlev  of  Ark., 
Atchison  of  Mo.,  Atherton  (^  N.  11.,  Ragby  of  Ala.,  Barrow  of 
La.,  Bayard  of  Del.,  Benton  of  Mo..  Berri«»)  of  Ga.,  Br«>oae  of 
III.,  Buchanan  of  Pa.,  CoIquHt  of  Oa.,  rrltt<»n«l«»n  of  Ky., 
DIrkenson  of  N.  Y.,  DIx  of  N.  Y..  Fairfield  of  .Me..  Foster  of 
Tenn.,  Ilanneg^  of  Ind..  Haywood  of  N.  C  ili>ndi»rson  of 
Miss.,  Iluger  of  8.  C,  Johnson  of  Md-.  Lewis  nf  Ala..  MrDuffle 
of  8.  C  Mangnm  of  N.  C,  Merrkk  of  Md..  Morvhead  of  Ky> 
Niles  of  Conn..  Semple  of  111.,  Sprier  of  Ark,,  Sturir»»on  of 
Pa.,  Tappan  of  0.,  Walker  of  Miss..  Woodbury  of  N.  U.-4». 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
36,  nays  10. 

The' affirmative  vote  on  the  passa^  of  the 
bill  was  the  same  as  the  negative  vote  last  ra- 


The  Dentin  rote  waa  an  folloTB : — MeMtB, 
ChtMte,  Etuii,  Francis,  Huntington,  MlUer, 
Phelps,  Sunmons,  Upbam,  and  Woodbridge. 


The  bill  uid  nothing  on  the  subject  of 
•bnerj.  Itirae  approTed  on  tbeSdof  Horeh, 
184S,  and  tfans  beoame  a  lav. 


Ax  Act  rcBTBiK  to  piovidi  fob  tbi  Col- 
LKCTioH  or  DuTiu  ON  InpoaTS.* 

Be  it  enooted,  ta.,  That  whenever,  bj  reason 
of  mlawful  obstructions,  combinaCions,  or  as- 
•embUf^  of  persons,  it  iball  become  imprauti- 
oaUe,  ID  the  judj^ent  of  the  President,  to 
MOcnM  the  reTenuo  laws,  and  collect  the 
dntiee  on  imports  in  the  ordinary  naj,  in  anj 
eoUeetion  district,  it  shall  and  mnj  be  lairful 
for  the  President  to  direct  that  the  custom- 
house fur  such  district  be  established  and  kept 
in  any  secure  place  within  some  port  or  hnrbor 
id  BDch  district,  either  upon  land  or  on  board 


1  that  e 


ehall  t 


the 


datj  of  the  collector  to  reside  at  such  pli 
and  there  to  detain  all  veHRcls  and  cargoes 
arriving  within  the  laid  district  until  the 
daties  unpjeed  on  said  carj^es,  bj  taw,  be 
pud  in  canh,  deducting  interest  according  to 
existing  lawi;  and  in  such  coses  it  slialfbe 
unlawful  to  take  the  Tessel  or  cargo  from  the 
mutodj  of  the  pmper  officer  of  the  customs, 
Boleas  bj  process  from  some  court  of  the 
United  btatee ;  and  in  case  of  any  attempt 
otfaorwiM  lo  lake  such  vessel  or  car^  by  any 
fbrce,  or  oombi nation,  or  assemblaf^  of  persons 
too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  officers  of  the 
ttustoBis.  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  fur  the 
Pieaident  of  the  United  States,  or  such  person 
r  peraons  as  he  ahull  have  enipovrered  for  that 
,4)Tposc^  to  eo    ■  ....,, 

naval  force*,  oi 


Mid  protecting  the  officers  of  the 
retaining  the  custody  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  all 
cases,  in  law  or  equity,  arisint;  under  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  fur  which 
otber  provisiiws  are  not  already  made  by  law 
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and  if  any  peison  shBll  r*c<nv»  an;  mjmrj  to 
his  permin  or  property  for  or  on  account  of  any 
act  oy  him  done,  under  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  or  the 
collection  of  duties  on  importa.  ha  shall  be 
entitled  to  maintain  suit  for  damaee  therefor 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  distriot  wherein  the  party  doing  the  injnry 
may  reside,  or  shall  be  found.  And  all  pro- 
perty taken  or  detained  by  any  officer  or  other 
person  under  authority  of  any  revenue  law  <d 
the  United  States,  shall  be  irrepleviable,  and 
ihall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  custody  of  (be 


jurisdiction  thereof.  And  if  any  person  shafi 
dispossess  or  rescue,  or  attempt  to  dispoeseaa 
or  rescue,  any  property  so  taken  or  detained 
aa  aforesaid,  or  shall  aid  or  assist  therein, 
such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mia- 
demeanor,  and  shall  be  liable  to  such  punish- 
raent  as  is  provided  by  the  twenty-second 
section  of  the  act  for  the  panishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  ap- 
proved the  30ih  day  of  April,  *.»,  1790,  for 
the  wilful  obstruction  or  resistance  of  offioera 
in  the  service  of  process. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  any  case  where  suit  or  pn- 
secution  shall  be  commenced  in  a  court  of  any 
'  ite,  against  any  officer  of  the  United  States, 
I  or  other  person,  for  or  on  account  of  any  act 
I  done  unaer  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  under  color  thereof,  or  for  or  on 
account  of  any  right,  authority,  or  title,  set  np 
or  cliumod  by  such  officer,  or  other  person, 
under  any  such  law  of  the  United  States,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant  in  such  suit 
or  prosecution,  at  any  time  before  trial,  upon 
a  petition  \a  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  and  for  the  district  in  which  the 
defendant  shall  have  been  served  with  pro- 
cess, setting  forth  the  nature  of  said  suit  or 
prosecution,  and  verifying  the  said  petition  by 
affidavit,  together  with  a  certificate  signed  by 
an  attorney  or  counsellor  at  law  of  some  court 
of  record  of  the  state  in  which  such  suit  shall 
have  been  commenced,  or  of  the  United  States, 
aetting  forth  that,  as  counsel  for  the  petitioner, 
he  has  examined  the  proceedings  against  him, 
and  has  carefully  inquired  into  all  the  matters 
set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  that  he  believes 
the  same  to  be  true;  which  petition,  affidavit, 
and  certificate,  shall  be  presented  to  the  said 
Circuit  Cljurt,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  to  the 
clerk  thereof,  at  his  office,  and  shall  be  filed  in 
said  offiiie,  and  the  cause  shall  thereupon  be 
entered  on  the  docket  of  said  oonrt,  and  shall 
be  tliereaHer  proceeded  in  as  a  cause  originally 
commenced  in  that  court ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  of  said  court,  if  the  suit  were 
ibed  in  the  court  below  by  sumnwns,  to 


0(  ODOcrHi  of  18H  ud  w 


Dt  tiw  ei«t  tot  Sfih  • 


requiring  said  court  to  send  lo  the  said  Circuit 
'Court  the  record  and  proceedings  in  said 
'  cause;  or  if  it  were  commenced  bj  capias,  he 
' ,  shall  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  cum  cauai^ 


au 
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ft  daplieste  ot  vhich  «ud  trrit  shall  be  deli- ' 
vnea  to  the  olerk  of  the  Btate  oourt,  rv  left  at 
hU  offico  by  the  marshal  of  the  dUtriut,  or 
hia  deputy,  or  eome  person  duly  authoriied 
therelo;  and,  thereupon,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  Btate  coart  to  stay  all  further  pro- . 
Medings  in  such  cause,  and  the  snid  suit  or 

Cisecution,  upon  delivery  of  each  nraoess,  or 
vine  the  same  as  aforeeiud,  shall  tie  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  movad  to  the  said  Circuit 
Oourt,  and  any  further  procesdingB,  trial  or 
judsmeut  therein  in  the  state  oourt  shall  be 
wholly  null  and  void.  Ai.'l  if  the  defendant 
in' any  such  suit  be  in  actual  custody  on 
mesoe  process  Uierein,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
-  (he  marshal,  by  virtue  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
ootpus  oum  ^ausa,  to  take  the  body  of  the 
'danDdaot  into  his  custody,  to  be  dealt  with  in 
tha  said  cause  according  to  the  rules  of  lair 
and  the  Girder  of  the  Circuit  Court,  or  of  any 
Judge  thereof  in  vaoatiun.  And  all  attaoh- 
ments  made  and  all  bail  aud  other  security  i 
given  upon  such  suit,  or  prosecution,  shall  be ' 
and  continue  in  like  force  and  effect,  as  if  the 
same  trait  or  prosecution  had  proceeded  to  final 
judgment  and  execution  in  the  state  oourt. 
And  if,  upon  the  removal  of  any  snch  salt,  or 
prosecution,  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
said  Circuit  Court  that  no  copv  of  the  record 
and  proceedings  therein,  in  the  state  court, 
ean  be  obtained,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said 
Circuit  Court  to  allow  and  require  the  plaintiff 
to  proceed  de  tiovo,  and  to  file  a  declaration  of 
his  cause  of  action,  and  the  parties  may  there- 
upon proceed  as  in  actions  orieiuall;  hcought 
in  said  Circuit  Court;  and  on  failure  of  so  pro- 
eeediug,  judgment  of  nonpros,  may  be  ren- 
dered against  the  plaintiff  with  costs  for  the 
defendant. 

Sec.  4.  That  m  any  case  in  which  any  party 
is,  or  may  be  by  law,  entitled  to  copies  or  lUe 
record  and  proceedings  in  any  suit  or  prose- 
cution iu  any  state  court,  to  be  used  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  if  the  clerk  of  said 
Btate  oourt  shall,  upon  demand,  and  the  pay- 
ment or  tender  of  the  legal  fees,  refuse  or 
neglect  to  deliver  to  such  party  certified  copies 
of  such  record  and  proceedings,  the  court  of 
the  United  States  in  which  euoh  record  and 
proceedings  may  he  ne^ed,  on  proof,  by  affi- 
davit, that  tlie  dork  of  such  state  court  has 
refused  or  neglected  to  deliver  copies  thereof, 
on  demand  as  aforesaid,  may  direct  and  allow 
such  record  to  be  supplied  by  affidavit,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  require  and  allow  ;  and,  thereupon,  such 

SroceediDS,  trial,  and  judgment,  may  be  had 
1  the  said  couct  of  the  United  Slates,  and  all 
such  processes  awarded,  aa  if  certified  oopies 
of  such  records  and  proceedings  had  been 
regularly  before  the  said  court.  i 

Sec.  5.  That  whenever  the  President  of  the ; 
United  States  shall  be  officially  informed,  by ' 
the  OHlhorilies  of  any  slate,  or  by  a  judge  of  [ 


an;  circuit  ot  district  oonrt  of  the  Unit«d 
l^lates,  in  the  state,  that,  within  the  limits  o£ 
such  state,  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  execution  thereof,  or  of  anj 
process  from  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
IS  tibstructed  hy  the  employment  of  militorj 
ri.)riie,  or  by  any  other  unlawful  means,  too 
j;ipat  to  be  overcome  by  the  ordinary  oonr^ 
lit'  judicial  proceeding,  or  by  the  powers  vested 
LEI  the  marshal  by  existing  laws,  it  shall  be 
l.inful  for  him,  the  President  of  the  United 
Stiites,  forthwith  to  issue  his  proolamaliaat 
ik'i'laring  such  faot  or  information,  and  re* 
'luiring  all  such  military  ond  other  force  forth- 
with to  disperse ;  and  if  at  any  time  sfler 
i.'-r'uing  such  proclammion,  any  such  opposi- 
tiiiu   or  obstruction   shall   be   made,   in   the 


rumptly  to  employ  such  means  lo  suppress 
lii'same,  and  to  cause  the  said  laws  or  process 
I  1)0  duly  executed,  as  are  anthoriiod  and 
ruvided  m  the  cosog  therein  mentioned  by 
hii  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795,  entitled 
An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
■  B  the  laws  of  tlie  Union,  suppress  in- 
1,  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 


Mof  ii 


,Seo.  6.  That  in  any  state  where  the  jails 
iire  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  the  imprieon- 
]ii!;nt  of  persons  arrested  or  committed  under 
tlu'  laws  of  Uie  United  States,  or  where  houses 
;i  ri<  not  allowed  to  be  so  used,  it  shall  and  may 
bi;  lawful  for  anv  marshal,  under  the  direction 

II  f  die  judge  of  the  tinited  States  for  the  proper 
iLli'trict,  to  use  other  convenient  places,  within 
tlie  limits  of  siud  state,  and  to  make  such  other 
jii'iivision  as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  ne- 
cc^iory  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  7.  That  either  of  the  justices  of  the 
k>u)ireme  Court,  or  a  judge  of  any  district 
i'vart  of  the  United  Stales,  m  addition  to  tha 
nuthority  already  conferred  bylaw,  shall  have 
jiriner  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all 
<:iisBS  of  a  prisoner  or  prisoners,  in  jail  or 
nuifinement,  where  he  or  they  sholi  be  com- 
iiiittod  or  ooufined  on,  or  by  any  authority  or 
biw,  for  any  act  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done, 
in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or 
liny  order,  procoss,  or  decree,  of  any  )udge  or 
I'.iurt  thereof,  anything  in  any  act  of  Congrosa 

III  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Aud  if  any 
poraon  or  persons  to  whom  such  writ  of  habeal 
...rpus  may  be  directed,  shall  refuse  to  obey 
thr  some,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  mnke 
ri-ium,  or  shall  make  a  false  return  thereto, 
in  itddition  to  the  remedies  already  ^ivrn  b; 
Inu'r  he  or  they  shall  he  aecmed  and  taken  to 
!jl'  niilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  con- 
viction before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdio- 


FORCE  BILL— FOBEIONEB& 


217 


tfon,  be  panished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  one 
tiioasand  dollars,  and  by  im|)riBonment,  not 
tseeeding  six  months,  or  by  either,  according 
to  ^e  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  case. 

See.  8.  That  the  several  provisions  contained 
in  the  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  act,  shall 
be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
6f  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  2d,  1833. 


Foraifiiers* 

Akriyals  op,  in  the  United  States. 


From  1800  to  1810,        .  •      . 

70,000 

From  1810  to  1820, 

.     114,000 

From  1820  to  1830, 

.     135,986 

From  1830  to  1840, 

.     579,368 

From  1840  to  Sept.  30, 1850, . 

.  1,677,330 

Total  to  Sept.  30, 1850,      .        .  2,576,684 
From  Sept.  30, 1850,  to  Jan. 

1.1852,  .        .        .      439,437 
From  Jan.  1,  1852,  to  Jan. 

1.1853,  .        .        .      372,725 
From  Jan.  1, 1853,  to  Jan. 

1.1854,  .        .        .      368,643 


From  Sept  1850,  to  Jan.  1, 
1854,   .... 


Total, 


1,118,805 
3,757,489 


Foreign  Criminals  and  Paupers* 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1856,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  of  the  House,  submitted  a  report 
upon  the  subject  of  foreign  criminals  and 
paupers. 

Tne  rejiort  is  too  len^hy  (being  some  150 
printed  pages)  for  insertion  in  this  work.  Be- 
sides, the  subject  of  vrhich  it  treats  is  fully 
elaborated  in  some  of  the  defences  of  the  Ame- 
rican party  contained  in  this  work. — See  Madi- 
son Letters. 

Amongst  other  things,  the  report  contains 
the  following  resolves  of  the  government  of 
Wurtemberg  relative  to  the  return  of  emi- 
grants to  that  country :— - 

'*  Whereas,  It  has  repeatedly  occurred,  that 
German  emigrants  to  America,  and  amongst 
them  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  who  desired  to 
return  home  on  account  of  sickness,  or  inca- 
pacity to  labor,  have  been  forwarded  to  this 
eoontry  by  the  German  Emigration  Society 
of  New  York :  and 

"Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  those  who 
have  once  emigrated  to  America,  and  espe- 
cially those  who  have  been  transported  thither 
at  the  expense  of  the  state,  or  the  communes, 
and  are  unable,  whether  or  not  it  be  from  any 
fiMilt  of  their  ovm,  to  earn  their  subsistence, 
should  not  return  here  to  be  a  burden  to  the 
state  or  the  commune  (which  in  that  case  will 
have  defrayed  the  expenses  of  their  journey 
in  vain) :  and 


''Whereas,  The  American  authorities  are 
scarcely  authorized  to  send  back  those  who» 
having  once  been  admitted  to  the  country, 
cannot  earn  their  subsistence  in  America: 
and, 

'*  Whereas,  It  is  much  less  the  business  of 
the  German  Emigration  Society  of  New  York 
to  promotj^  the  return  of  such  individuals; 
therefore  ' 

"  Resolved,  That  necessary  steps  are  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  their  transportation  back  to 
this  country .'' 

The  report,  after  arguing  the  power  to  pr<H 
tect  society,  denied  by  the  resolution  of  tho 
government  of  Wurtemberg,  and  the  duty  to 
Sie  country  to  do  so,  as  also  the  existence  of 
the  power  in  Congress  over  immigration,  and 
the  power  of  the  states  as  to  the  same,  closes 
with  the  following  deductions:— 

1st.  That  it  is  the  chief  source  of  intern* 
perance,  and  the  main  cause  of  the  alarming 
mcrease  of  that  great  public  evil  in  our 
country. 

2d.  That  it  jias  filled  our  commercial  cities 
with  a  foreign  convict  and  pauper  population, 
the  material  of  which  mobs  are  maiie,  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  endanger  the  public  peace  and 
the  public  morals,  and  to  be  generally  re* 
garded  as  a  frightful  evil. 

3d.  That  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  pauperism, 
and  the  chief  cause  of  its  fearful  increase 
within  the  last  few  years. 

4th.  That  it  is  a  prolific  source  of  crime, 
and  that  to  it  the  enormous  increase  of  crime 
maj  almost  wholly  be  attributed. 

5th.  That  it  has  brought  upon  the  country 
a  large  juvenile  vagrant  population,  now  grow- 
ing up  to  prey  upon  society,  which  is  fearfully 
on  the  increase,  an&  almost  entirely  of  foreign 
origin. 

oth.  That  it  is  the  source  of  ignorance,  the 
mother  of  crime,  filling  our  country  with  a 
people  whose  vicious  propensities  predomi- 
nate over  both  the  moral  and  intellectual 
faculties,  and  who,  urged  on  by  ungovemed 
appetites  and  passions,  with  fancied  or  supei^ 
stitiifiis  objects  in  view,  constitute  a  popula- 
tion from  which  the  country  has  nothing  to 
expect  but  evil  to  its  free  institutions. 

Y  th.  That  it  has  brought  into  the  country  a 
large  body  of  men  who  are  inimical  tx)  our 
free  institutions  and  our  social  organization, 
and  who  are  devoted  to  dogmas  and  creeds, 
which  experience  as  well  as  all  past  historr 
have  shown  to  be  not  only  incompatible  with 
republican  institutions,  or  a  well  regulated 
constitutional  Hber^,  but  antagonistic  to  the 
welfare  and  happmess  of  mankind;  and 
which,  if  carried  out  here,  would  make  this 
country  a  pandemonium  on  earth. 

8th.  That  it  has  flooded  our  country  with 
irreligion,  immorality,  and  licentiousness,  and 
is  the  source  from  whence  infidelity  comes. 
State  leeislation  can  reach  man^  of  these 
evils,  and  it  behooves  the  state  legislatures  to 
institute  the  necessary  measures^  of  reform  on 
the  subject.  Among  those  which  commend 
themselves  as  most  likely  to  be  effeothre  are :— 
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1.  The  adoption  of  a  state  policy  which  will 
^scountenance  the  esprit  du  corps,  now  so 
stadiously  cultiyated  among  foreigners  in  our 
kirge  cities,  which  is  calcnlated,  if  not  de- 
signed, to  keep  them  foreigners  in  feelings, 
sentiments,  and  habits,  though  they  enjoj^  Uie 
beneiiU  of  our  institutions  and  owe  alie^ance 
to  our  laws.  Let  their  separate  and  distinc- 
tive civil  and  military  organizations,  wherever 
they  exist,  be  frowned  down,  and  a  policy  be 
pursued  which  will  break  up  and  destroy  tnose 
foreign  organizations,  and  oblige  those  belong- 
ing to  them  to  identify  themselves  with  the 
country  of  their  adoption,  and  to  be  nought 
else  than  what  they  ought  to  be — Americans, 
and  only  Americans. 

2.  The  rigid  enforcement  of  all  license  laws 
authorizing  the  sale  of  liquor,  promptly  pun- 
ishing those  who  violate  them,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  provision  in  all  those  lavrs,  like  that 
fMMsodb  y  the  recent  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 

,  Tania,  prohibiting  a  license  to  be  granted  for 
the  sale  of  liquor  to  any  other  than  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  Experience  demon- 
strates that  most  of  the  grog  shops  in  the  cities 
are  kept  by  unnaturalized  forei^ers,  who 
will  thus  be  excluded  from  pursumg  a  busi- 
ness fraught  with  misery  and  crime. 

3.  The  adoption  of  measures,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  to  indemnify  the  state  in  case 
uiose  landed  upon  its  shores  shall  become 
paupers,  and  to  compel  those  maintained  by 
the  public  to  earn  their  support,  if  possessed 
of  sufficient  health  and  strength  to  do  so,  and 
thus  present  to  them  the  alternative  of  honest 
industry  or  starvation.  A  rij^id  enforcement 
of  such  a  policy  would  soon  nd  the  public  of 
the  body  of  mendicants  who,  too  indolent  to 
work,  though  abundantly  able  to  do  so,  now 
crowd  our  thoroughfares  and  fill  our  poor- 
houses. 

4.  The  more  prompt  conviction  and  more 
certain  punishment  of  all  offenders,  and  the 
abandonment  of  that  mistaken  zeal  of  philan- 
thropy which  now  steps  in  so  often  between 
the  outraged  laws  and  their  violators. 

5.  The  establishment  of  institutions  so  as 
to  take  charge  and  provide  for  all  that  class 
of  juveniles  known  as  delinquents  or  vagrants. 
Though  our  common  schools  are  in  a  more  ad- 
vanced state  than  those  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  our  reformatory  efforts  to  save 
neglected  and  forsaken  children  have  not  kept 
pace  with  our  progress  of  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  hence  our  country  is  now  cursed 
with  so  large  a  juvenile  ]x>pulation  growing 
Qp  in  vice  and  crime.  This  is  an  afarraing 
evil,  and  demands  prompt  legislative  atten- 
tion. In  a  Government  like  ours,  where  all 
power  is  derived  from  the  people,  they  should 
DO  wise,  virtuous,  and  enlightened,  (est  they 
abuse  it.  How  can  we  expect  the  next  gene- 
ration to  be  so,  if  a  large  porticm  of  it  is  per- 
mitted to  grow  u]^  in  sottish  ignorance  and 
brutal  sensuality,  and  sure  of  becoming  adepts 
in  crime  long  before  arriving  at  manhooKl? 
Not  only  have  we  been  remiss  in  establishing 
and  maintaining  a  sufficient  nomber  of  theae 


juvenile  reformatory  institutions,  but,  good  as 
our  common  schools  are,  much  too  is  yet  re- 
quired of  us  in  regard  to  them.  Thousands 
of  children,  especially  those  of  foreigners,  do 
not  enjoy  their  benefits,  though  open  to  them. 
Thus  far  no  legal  measures  have  been  taken 
to  insure  all  the  advantages  of  a  oonunon 
school  education.  Is  it  not  a  grave  question,* 
whether  the  time  is  not  at  Sand  when  the 
gross  neglect  of  parents  to  send  their  children 
to  schools  shoula  receive  some  attention,  and 
steps  be  taken  to  guard  the  public  from  the 
evil  resulting  therefrom  ? 

6.  Lastly,  and  most  important  of  all  at  the 
present  juncture,  is  the  aaoption  and  enforce- 
ment of  a  truly  American  policy  on  all  sub- 
jects—one which  will  tena  to  cultivate  and 
develop  an  undying  attachment  to  our  country, 
its  history  and  its  institutions,  and  to  inspire 
a  profound  veneration  and  respect  for  the 
examples  of  our  patriotic  revolutionary  ances- 
tors. One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Continental 
Congress  was  to  order  an  edition  of  God's 
Holy  Book ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say, 

Eerbaps,  that  beyond  all  other  causes  oom- 
ined  which  enabled  our  fore&thers  to  achieve 
independence,  was  the  deep  and  universal 
acquaintance  with  that  holy  book,  scattered 
among  the  children  of  a  former  generation, 
and  the  training  of  mind,  and  heart,  and  spirit 
which  they  received.  Nor  is  it  more  than  the 
truth,  perhaps,  to  say  now  that  it  is  the  rem- 
nant or  that  spirit  which  has  maintained  our 
republic  up  to  the  present  time.  Is  it  not  then 
of  the  first  and  highest  importance,  now  that 
the  land  is  flooded  with  foreign  infidels,  who, 
taught  at  home  to  repudiate  everything  to  be 
revered  in  human  institutions,  liave  already 
here  raised  the  black  standard  of  atheism, 
and  declared  a  war  of  extermination  against 
the  faith  which  supported  our  ancestors  in 
establishing  the  republic,  and  the  hope  which 
animates  us  for  the  future — is  it  not,  in  view 
of  all  this,  the  sacred  duty  of  all  Americans 
who  love  their  country,  and  mean  to  perpetu- 
ate its  institutions,  to  imitate  the  illustrious 
example  of  their  sires,  and  to  insist  upon 
having  their  children  taught  in  our  schools, 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  to  be  found  only  in  the 
Bible,  and  thus  have  that  holy  book  as  one  of 
the  text-books  of  our  public  schools  ? 

Let  a  policy  like  this  be  adopted  by  the 
states,  ana  let  Congress  exercise  the  powers 
conferred  upon  it,  to  arrest  the  evils  so  justly 
complained  of,  and  the  public  good,  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  welfare 
and  nappiness  of  the  people,  will  be  thereby 
promoted. 


Laws  or  thv  sevxral  States  to  prevunt 

THE  IMMIGRATION  T^^REOF. 

Alabama. — Code  of,  requires  master  of  each 
vessel  arriving  in  port,  to  give  bonds  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  of  such 
persons  %s  are  likely  to  become  chargeable  to 
any  county,  oonjtitioned  to  pay  all  such  ex- 
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peumi  u  any  ooanty  in  the  state  may  incur 
m  the  aupport  of  sucn  person. 

CAi.iroai(iA.~Act  of  Apiril  11,  ISSO,  de- 
dares  anj  peraoD  bringing  into  the  state  auj 
COBTict  ar  oonviota  to  be  ^iltj  of  misde- 
■neanor,  punishable  bj  impruuinnient  for  not 
lets  than  three  montlis,  and  a  fine  of  one  thou- 
sand dollara  fur  each  of  such  convicts  so  im- 

The  Act  of  May  3, 18A3,  requiree  the  omier 
or  couMgnee  of  any  vessel,  importing  into  the 
ftate  perguna  likely  to  become  public  charges, 
a  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  'doUars  for 
each  of  BDch  persons,  to  save  the  state  barmless 
•gainst  all  expenses  for  the  support  thereof. 

CoyxECTicoi. — The  Revised  Statutes  of,  im- 
poses a  Sne  on  any  person  bringiug  a  foreign 
convict  or  convicts  into  said  state,  of  three 
hnndred  and  thirty-four  dollars  for  every  sDoh 
wnrtct  BO  imported. 

DiLAWAKK. — Revised  Statutes  of,  provides 
that  masters  of  vessels  shall  first  obtain  a 
license  from  the  county  authorities,  before 
landing  an  emigrant,  and  shall  pay  a  tax  upon 
«ach  une  of  the  same,  in  order  to  release  him 
fiom  liabilities  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor. 

GaoBoiA.— Act  of  Feb.  10, 1787,  provides  for 
imprieoDing  foreign  convicts  arriving  within 
tbe  limita  of  the  state,  until  such  time  as 
Ifaey  can  be  sent  off.  If  after  being  sent  off 
they  retam,  they  incur  the  penally  of  death. 

LoiTisuNA. — Act  of  March  21, 1860,  requires 
«ach  person  not  a  oititen  of  the  United  States, 
and  above  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  landing 
at  any  place  irithin  tbe  state,  to  give  bond  in 
one  thousand  dollars  that  he  or  she  will  not 
become,  vrithin  five  years,  chargeable  or  dan- 

or  any  charitable  institution  within  the  limita 
tiiereiif,  unless  the  same  is  voluntarilY  sup- 

Krted  by  foreigners,  or  citiiens  of  foreign 
■th.  A  commutation  of  the  bond  is  allowed 
hj  payment  of  a  head  tai. 

Maine. — Revised  Statutes  of,  provides  that 
no  master  of  a  ship  arriving  in  any  port  shall 
land  passengers  without  the  permission  of  the 
•elec.tmen  of  the  luwn  of  arrival,  unless  he 
■hall  have  entered  into  bonds  with  said  town, 
to  save  harmless  such  town,  and  all  other 
tovrns  in  tho  state,  a^inat  their  becoming 
chargeable  thereupon,  l^ptain  of  vessel  shall 
Jbrfeit  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every 
paawnger  coming  ashore,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
provisions  of  this  acL 

Mabtlanq.— Act  of  1833,  lays  a  tax  of  one  '■ 
dollar  and  61\j  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the  mas- ' 
ter  of  each  vessel  arriving  in  port,  upon  every 
alien  passenger,  or  shall  in  Lieu  thereof  give 
pood  and  sumcient  bond  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  each  of 
■uoh  paasengere,  that  he  or  she  will  not  b^ 
ttme  public,  charges  within  two  years  there- 
aAer.  Landing  of  emigrants  in  neglect  of  the 
porisKHis  of  this  act  forfeits,  on  tiie  nait  of 
tha  captain,  one  hundred  and  fifty  doltara  for 
i«eh  passenger  so  landed,  , 
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The  Act  of  Jan,  3 
to  the  same  end. 

Massac  HDSiTTs. — Revised  Statutes  of,  n- 
quires  a  bond  of  two  hundred  dollars  from  the 
captiUD  of  a  vessel,  on  each  of  his  posaengera, 
that  he  or  she  will  not  become  public  cha»ea. 

Tho  acts  of  April  20,  1837,  May  10, 1848, 
March  16,  1849,  March  20,  ISSO,  and  May  23> 
1853,  provide  more  stringent  means  to  pre- 
vent the  immigration  of  alien  paupers  into 
that  state,  and  impose  heavy  penalties,  Ac. 

Nbw  Hahpsbirb. — Revised  Statutes  of,  pro- 
hibits the  master  of  an^  vessel  tnta  lonaing 
an  alien  passenger,  until  he  shiJI  have  first 

S'ven  a  bond  in  two  hundred  dollars,  to  save 
e  town  hormlees  from  he  or  she  beooming 
chargeable  thereupon. 

Nbw  JsHSET.—Acts  of  Jan.  2S,  1797,  Feb. 
10,  1819.  Feb.  19,  1338,  ore  aU  directed  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  alien  paupers,  bj; 
the  imposition  of  taxes,  bonds,  Ito.,  to  that 
end.  The  last  act  gives  to  each  town  or  d^ 
within  which  such  emigrant  arrives,  the  right 
to  impose  a  tax  of  not  exceeding  ten  dollan 
upon  each  alien  passenger,  to  be  paid  by  llie 
captain  of  the  vesael  briupng  them  in.  Wen 
he  can  land  them. 

Niw  ToBt.— Act  of  Deo.  10, 1847,  requires 
the  capt^n  ef  each  vessel  arriving  in  port,  to 
give  a  penal  bond  for  each  and  every  alien 

Eassenger  landed  by  him,  of  five  hundred  dol- 
ITS,  that  he  or  she  will  not  become  a  pnblio 
charge.  Forfeitures  by  fwlure  to  comply  with 
proviaions  of  act,  constitute  a  lien  on  vessel  in 
which  the  passengers  are  imported.  Acts  of 
May  5,  1847,  April  11,  1849,  provide  addi- 
tional  means  to  prevent  the  immigration  of 
foreign  paupers,  and  to  secure  the  expense  of 
their  beooming  public  charges. 

Pbunstlvania. — Act  of  March  27,  1789, 
prohibits  the  importation  of  foreign  convicts 
into  the  Commonwealth,  and  imposes  a  fine  of 
fifty  pounds  and  cost  upon  every  captain  of 
vessel  or  other  pervons  bringing  sucb  convicts 
into  the  state,  for  every  suoh  convict  so 
brought  in,  and  requires  such  captain  of  ve^ 
sel  or  other  person  to  enter  into  a  recogni*- 
ance  to  transport  every  such  convict  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  within  a  rea- 
sonable lime,  in  defitult  of  which  they  are  to 
be  placed  in  jail  until  they  do  enter  into  sneh 
recognisance. 

Act  of  April  15,  18S1,  declares  the  master 
of  a  vessel,  or  other  persons,  bringing  a  foreign 
convict  into  the  state,  guil^  of  misdemeanor, 
punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Act  of  June  13,  1836,  imposes  nnon  any 
person,  bringing  a  poor  person  into  the  state, 
a  penalty  of  eeventy-fivs  doHars  for  every  mdi 
person,  and  shall  oe  obliged  to  oonvey  snoh 
poor  person  out  of  the  CoDunonwealth,  or  sap- 
port  him  at  his  own  eipeoae. 

Rhoub  Island. — Revised  E 


upon  &e  master  of  any  vessel  brinjpng  a 
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foreign  oonTict,  or  dissolute  character,  into 
the  state. 

South  Carolina. — Act  of  Nov.  4,  1788,  re- 
quires that  any  ship  bringing  a  foreign  convict 
into  port  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  said  port 
within  ten  days,  and  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
receive  on  board  any  lading  whatever,  upon 
penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel,  and  if 
the  master,  or  any  other  person  having  charge 
thereof,  shall  land  any  foreign  convict,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  one  so  landed 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling.  If  he  shall  -not 
be  able  to  pay  such  fine,  he  is  to  be  imprisoned 
for  twelve  months. 

TxzAS. — ^Act  of  Feb.  11,  1850,  requires  a 
bond  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  from 
the  captain  of  every  vessel  arriving  in  port, 
for  each  passenger  brought  in  by  him,  that 
he  or  she  will  not  become  public  charges. 
Bond  to  be  commuted  by  the  payment  of  one 
dollar  for  each  passenger.  Refusal  or  neglect 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  be 
visited  with  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  each  and  every  passenger  so  landed. 

Ybrmont. — Section  26  of  Revised  Statutes 
imposes  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  upon 
everv  person  bringing  a  pauper  into  any  town 
in  the  state,  wherein  such  pauper  is  not  law- 
fully settled. 

Virginia. — Section  39  of  Code  of  Virginia, 
imposes  upon  the  captain  of  any  vessel  bring- 
ing a  convict  into  the  state,  a  fiine  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  three  months'  imprisonment. 


Free  Germans. 

Platforms  of. 

The  following  is  the  Platform  of  the  Free 
Germans  of  Louisville,  Ky. : — 

The  free  Germans  of  the  Union  have  found 
it  necessary  to  organize  themselves  for  the 
purpose  of  bein^  able  to  exercise  a  political 
activity  proportionable  to  their  number  and 
adapted  to  their  principles.  There  is  a  fair 
prosnect  for  success  for  such  an  organization, 
and  m  this  hope  the  free  Germans  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  have  proceeded  to  lay  down 
the  following  platform,  which  they  unani- 
mously agreed  upon  in  a  mass  meeting,  and 
make  it  known  to  the  public  at  large  as  the 

standard  of  their  political  course. 

***** 

The  free  Germans  furthermore  indulge  in 
the  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  form  a 
poweriul  reform  party,  embracing  all  who 
want  that  liberty  now  so  much  endangered, 
and  the  progress  and  happiness  of  this  .our 
oommon  republic  to  be  secured  on  principles 
lasting,  truly  republican  and  democratic. 
They  wish,  after  having  completed  their  or- 

ganization,  to  establish — with  the  aid  of  their 
beral-minded  fellow-citizens — such  a  power 
of  votes  as  to  be  able,  in  1856,  to  decide  the 
victory  in  favort)f  a  party  of  true  reformers. 

T&e  editors  of  public  papers  who  will  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  platform — ^which  we 


invite  them  to  do,  tine  ira  et  ttudio,  that  is, 
before  all,  without  narrow-minded  nativism 
and  blind  party  spirit — are  politely  requested 
to  favor  us  with  a  copy  of  the  number  or  num- 
bers containing  their  arguments.  Address 
Charles  Heinsen,  editor  of  the  Pioneer,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  letter  box  1,157. 

BURGELER, 
L.  WlTTIG, 

Stein, 

b.  domschki, 

C.  UlINSBN, 

Committee. 
Louisville,  Ky.,  March,  1854. 

platform. 

1.  Slavery  Question. — Notwithstanding  that 
we  consider  slavery  to  be  a.  political  and 
moral  cancer,  that  will  by  and  by  undermine 
all  republicanism,  we  deem  its  sudden  aboli- 
tion neither  possible  nor  advisable.  But  we, 
as  republicans  and  men,  demand  that  the 
further  extension  of  slavery  be  not  constantly 
urged,  whilst  not  a  single  step  is  taken  for  itis 
extermination.  We  demand  that  at  length 
real  proofs  be  given  of  the  ^ood-will  so  of^n 
boasted  of  to  remove  the  evil ;  that  in  partic- 
ular slavery  be  excluded  from  all  new  terri- 
tories indiscriminately  and  for  ever,  which 
measure  Congress  is  completely  entitled  to 
pass  according  to  the  Constitution ;  we  demand 
this  the  more,  as  a  republican  constitution  is 
guarantied  to  every  new  state,  and  slavery, 
in  truth,  cannot  be  considered  a  republican 
element  or  requisite.  We  further  demand 
that  all  and  every  one  of  the  laws  indirectly 
transporting  the  principle  and  tlie  influence  of 
slavery  in  and  upon  free  states,  namely,  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  shall  be  repealed,  as  de- 
moralizing and  degrading,  and  as  contrary  to 
human  rights  and  to  tne  Constitution;  we 
finally  demand  that,  in  all  national  affairs,  the 
principle  of  liberty  shall  be  strictly  main- 
tained, and  even  in  the  several  states  it  be 
more  and  more  realized  by  gradual  extermi- 
nation of  slavery. 

2.  Religious  Questions, — ^We  consider  the 
right  of  free  expression  of  religious  conscience 
untouchable,  as  we  do  the  right  of  free  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  general ;  we  therefore- 
accord  to  the  believer  the  same  liberty  to 
make  known  his  convictions  as  we  do  the  non- 
believer,  as  long  as  the  rights  of  others  are 
not  violated  thereby.  But  from  this  very 
principle  of  liberty  of  conscience  we  are  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  all  compulsion  inflicted  to 
dissenting  persuasions  by  laws  unconstitu- 
tionally restricting  the  liberty  of  expression. 
Religion  is  a  private  matter ;  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  policy ;  hence  it  is  despotism  to 
compel  citizens  by  political  means  to  religious 
manifestations  or  omissions  contrary  to  their 
private  persuasions.  AVe  therefore  hold  the 
sabbath  laws,  thanksgiving  days,  prayers  in 
Congress  and  legislatures,  the  oaths  upon  the 
Bible,  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into  the 
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free  schools,  the  exclusion  of  **  atheists"  from 
legal  acts,  Ac.,  as  an  open  yiolation  of  human 
ri^ts  as  well  as  of  the  Constitution,  and  de- 
mand their  removal. 

3.  Measures  for  the  welfare  of  (he  people, — As 
the  foremost  of  such  measures — we  consider 
the  free  cession  of  public  lands  to  all  settlers ; 
to  occupy  nature,  tne  soil  as  exclusive  prop- 
erty, this  no  individual  has  a  right  to  dx) ;  it 
is,  for  the  time,  the  common  principal  fund  of 
that  population  which  inhaoits  it,  and  any- 
body willing  to  cultivate  it  has  an  equal  right 
to  appropriate  a  share  of  the  soil,  as  far  as  it 
is  not  disposed  of,  for  purposes  of  common 
interest  It  b  high  time  that  the  ruinous 
traffic  with  the  puolic  lands  should  be  abol- 
ished, that  the  wasting  of  them  by  speculation 
should  cease,  and  that  the  indigent  people 
enter  npon  their  rightful  possession. 

But  if  this  end  shall  be  fully  attained,  it 
will  be  required  to  aid  poor  colonists,  at  their 
first  settlement,  with  national  means,  lest 
said  measures  prove  useless  for  these  very 
persons  who  most  need  it. 

In  the  closest  connexion  with  the  land  re- 
form question  stands  that  of  immigration, 
which  by  its  general  importance  should  be 
raised  to  the  rank  of  a  national  affair,  and  for 
which  a  special  office  of  colonization  and  im- 
migration should  be  created  as  a  particular 
department  of  the  United  States  government. 
Such  a  board  would  have  to  provide  for  the 
various  interests  of  immigrants,  who  are  now 
helplessly  exposed  to  so  many  sufferings  and 
wron^  and  abuses  from  the  place  of  embark- 
adon  m  Euro{)e  to  the  place  of  their  settle- 
ment in  America.  Nortn  America  is  neglect- 
ing herself  when  neglecting  the  immigration, 
for  immigration  is  the  mother  of  uiis  re- 
public. 

The  admission  of  citizenship  must  be  ren- 
dered as  easy  as  possible  to  the  immigrants. 

The  welfare  of  a  nation  cannot  be  generally 
and  permanently  secured  unless  its  laboring 
classes  be  made  independent  of  the  oppression 
of  the  capitalist.  Labor  has  an  incontestable 
claim  to  the  value  of  its  products.  Where  it 
is  prevented,  by  the  want  of  the  necessary 
capital,  to  secure  this  claim,  it  is,  of  course, 
rcterred  to  an  alliance  with  capital  of  others. 
But  if  no  just  agreement  can  be  obtained 
by  this  association  with  the  capitalist,  then 
tlie  state,  as  the  arbitrator  of  all  contend- 
ing interests,  has  to  interfere.  This  must 
eluier  aid  the  associations  of  workine  men  by 
credit  banks,  or  mediate  between  the  claims 
of  the  laborer  and  the  capitalist,  by  fixing  a 
minimum  of  wa^es  equally  the  value  of  the 
labor,  and  a  maximum  of  labor  answering  the 
demands  of  humanity.  The  time  of  mbor 
shall  not  exceed  ten  hours  per  day. 

In  letting  out  state  contracts,  the  preference 
should  be  given,  if  it  can  be  done  without  run- 
ning a  risk,  to  associations  of  workmen,  rather 
than  to  single  contractors.  But  when  given 
to  oinjgle  contractors,  the  latter  ought  to  give 
•eenrity  for  proper  wages  to  the  workmen  em- 
ployed by  them. 


In  order  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  happi- 
ness,'' all  indiscriminately  must  have  the  use 
of  free  schools  for  all  branches  of  education, 
in  which,  wherever  a  sufficient  number  of 
Germans  live,  a  German  teacher  should  be 
employed. 

In  order  that  the  attainment  of  justice  may 
no  longer  remain  a  privilege  for  the  possession 
of  money,  justice  must  be  dispcns^  without 
fees. 

4.  Constitutional  Questions. — Considering, 
as  we  do,  the  American  Constitution  as  the 
best  now  in  existence,  we  yet  think  it  neither 

Eerfect  nor  unimprovable.  In  particular  wo 
old  the  following  amendments  and  additions, 
likewise  acceptable  for  the  state  constituticni, 
as  timely  and  proper  means  to  check  the  pre* 
vailing  corruption,  to  wit : 

1.  All  elections,  without  any  exception, 
should  issue  directly  from  the  people. 

2.  Any  eligible  citizen  of  any  state  may  be 
elected  as  member  of  Congress  by  the  citizens 
of  any  other  state,  and  likewise  may  any 
eligible  denizen  of  any  county  be  elected  by 
the  citizens  of  any  other  county  for  a  membc^ 
of  the  state  legislature. 

3.  Any  representative  and  officer  may  al 
any  time  bo  recalled  by  the  majority  of  hif 
constitutents  and  replaced  by  another. 

5.  Free  Trade. — We  decidedly  profess  the 
principle  of  free  trade,  and  will  support  it  in 
all  cases  where  it  may  be  carriea  through 
without  disadvantage  to  the  people,  send  where 
reciprocity  is  accorded  by  tne  other  side. 

6.  Foreign  Policy, — The  policy  of  neutrality 
must  cease  to  be  an  article  of  our  creed,  and 
ought  to  be  abandoned  soon,  as  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  North  America.  The  rights 
of  American  citizens  and  immigrants  having 
declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
must  the  more  energetically  be  protected  in 
foreign  countries,  since  every  American  ap- 
pears to  monarchical  and  despotical  govern- 
ments as  a  representative  of  revolution  against 
despotism,  and  this  republic  ought  to  honor 
this  point  of  view  as  the  only  one  worthy  and 
legitimate. 

7.  Bights  of  Woman. — The  Declaration  of 
Independence  says,  that  **  all  men  are  bom 
equal,  and  endowed  with  inalienable  right?, 
and  to  these  belong  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness."  We  repeatedly  adopt  this 
principle,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  woman, 
too,  are  among  "all  men." 

8.  Rights  of  Free  Persons, — In  the  free 
states  the  color  of  the  skin  cannot  justify  a 
difference  of  legal  rights.  There  are  not  bom 
two  men  of  equal  color,  but  still  less  two  men 
of  unequal  rights. 

9.  PeTuH  haws. — It  is  our  opinion,  that  all 
penal  laws  can  only  have  the  purpose  of  cor- 
rection, but  never  the  absurd  purpose  of 
expiation.  We  therefore  oonsider  the  pen- 
alty of  death,  which  excludes  the  possibili^ 
of  correction,  to  be  as  irrational  as  barbarous. 

The  following  is  the  platform  of  the  frc« 
Germans  of  Richmond,  Y  a.  :*- 
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Reform  in  ike  laws  of  the  (femeral  gonemmad^ 
as  well  as  in  those  of  the  states. 

We  demand  •  I.  Universal  saffrage.  2.  The 
election  of  all  officers  by  the  peo^e.  3. 
The  abolition  of  the  Presidencj.  4.  The  abo- 
lition of  senates,  so  that  the  legislatures  shall 
consist  of  only  one  branch.  5.  The  right  of 
the  people  to  recall  their  representatives  (cash- 
ier them)  at  their  pleasure.  6.  The  right  of 
the  yieople  to  change  the  Constitution  when 
they  like.  7.  All  lawsuits  to  be  conducted 
\rithout  expense.  8.  A  department  of  the 
government  to  be  set  up  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  immigration.  9.  A  reduced  term 
for  acquiring  citizenship. 

JUform  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
gocernmeni. 

1.  Abolition  of  all  neutrality.  2.  Interven- 
tion in  favor  of  every  people  struggling  for 
liberty. 

Reform  in  what  relates  to  rdigions. 

1.  A  more  perfect  development  of  the 
principle  of  personal  freedom  and  liberty  of 
conscience;  consequently  —  a.  Abolition  of 
laws  f(»r  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath ;  6. 
Abolition  of  prayers  in  Congress;  c.  Aboli- 
tion of  oath  upon  the  bible ;  d.  Repeal  of  laws 
enacting  a  religious  test  before  taking  an  office. 
2.  Taxation  of  church  property.  3.  A  prohi- 
bition of  incorporations  of  all  church  property 
in  the  name  of  ecclesiastics. 

Reform  in  the  social  condition, 
1.  Abolition  of  land  monopoly.  2.  Ad 
valorem  taxation  of  property.  3.  Ameliorar 
tion  of  the  condition  of  tlie  working  class — a. 
By  lessening  the  time  of  work  to  eight  hours 
for  grown  persons,  and  to  five  hours  for  chil- 
dren ;  b.  By  incorporation  of  mechanics'  asso- 
ciations and  protective  societies ;  c.  By  grant- 
ing a  preference  to  mechanics  before  all  other 
creditors ;  d.  By  establishing  an  asylum  for 
superannuated  mechanics  without  means,  at ; 
the  public  expense.  4.  Education  of  poor  chil- ; 
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dren  bv  the  atate.  5.  Taking  poasession  of 
the  railroads  by  the  state.  6.  The  promotion 
of  education — a.  By  the  introduction  of  free 
schools,  with  the  power  of  enforcing  the 
parents  to  send  their  children  to  school,  and 
prohibition  of  all  clerical  influence ;  b.  By 
instruction  in  the  German  language;  c.  By 
establishing  a  Qerman  university.  7.  The 
supporting  of  the  slave-emancipation  exertions 
of  Cassius  M.  Clay  by  Congressional  laws.  8. 
Abolition  of  the  Christian  system  of  punishment 
and  introduction  of  the  human  amelioration 
system.   9.  Abolition  of  capital  punishment. 


Free  Trade. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  19, 
1858,  Mr.  BoTCE,  from  the  Special  Committee, 
submitted  the  following  report. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  following  subjects :  a  reduction  of 
the  expenditures  ot  the  government ;  the  navi- 
gation laws ;  the  existing  duties  on  imports ; 
the  expediency  of  a  gradual  repeal  of  all  duties 
on  imports,  and  a  resort  exclusively  to  internal 
taxation,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : — * 

The  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1857,  independent  of  the  public  debt, 
as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  are  $05,032,597.76. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  those  expendi- 
tures are  greater  than  what  they  should  be 
under  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government.  We  think  they  are.  The  best 
mode  of  determining  this  question  is  to  c«>m- 
pare  the  present  total  expenditures  of  the  gov- 
ernment with  the  total  expenditures  uf  the 
government  at  some  past  period  of  our  hintory, 
and,  further,  to  compare  some  of  the  loading 
items  of  our  expenditure  now  with  the  leauliiig 
items  of  our  expenditure  then.  With  thi^  view, 
we  have  compared  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  1857  with  1823,  the  result  of  which 
appears  by  the  following  statement : 
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The  contrast  might  be  carried  into  many 
other  items  of  expenditure,  and  the  results 
would  be  startling.  But  enough  has  been 
done  to  show  that  the  ratio  of  expenditure  is 
far  in  excess  of  the  increa.^e  of  population. 
The  expenditures  ought  not,  for  very  obvious 
reasons,  to  increase  in  proportion  tothe  increase 
of  population.  But  conceding  that  it  should, 
the^xpenditures  of  the  gi»vernment,  in  round 
numbers,  should  not  exceed  $28,0lK.\0tK) ; 
whereas  it  is  $65,032,559.76 — an  excess  of 


•$37,032,559.76.  This  result  is  sufficiently 
striking,  but  it  is  rendered  much  m«>re  so  when 
we  consider  two  imi>ortant  fiiots :  1st.  That 
6,196,000  acres  of  the  public  land  wore  gmnteJ 

j  during  the  last  fiscal  voar  for  niiln-ad  purposes 
which  may  be  valuel  at  S15,4'JU,0LH.>,  being  at 


♦  Thp  rominlttf*'  conJ«i«te<I,  be«Mw  Mr.  lW>T«»of  Mli*..  John 
A.  Qnttman  of  .Mlw..  Fmncb  K  Spinner  of  N.  Y..  liirbard 
Mott  of  Ohio,  J.  K.  Wori«Da>k»of  N.  J..  M.  K.  U.  Uaraail 
\  of  Virglnift,  and  Robert  P.  Tnrp«  uf  Qeoii^ 
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Hht  rate  of  $250  per  acre.  2d.  That  appro- 
priations to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  lost 
fiscal  year  have  been  called  for,  amounting,  in 
round  numbers,  to  $10,000»000,  making  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  government,  in  round 
numbers,  for  the  last  fiscal  year  $90,000,000 1 
ma  excess  over  the  ratio  of  expenditures  in 
1823  of  $62,000,000.  The  administration  of 
the  ffuvernment  in  1823  was  not  considered 
|iecuTiarly  economical ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
pronounced  at  the  time  by  some  as  extrava- 
gant, and  really  was  much  more  so  than  the 
first  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration. 

Considering  as  established  the  proposition 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  government  are 
far  in  excess  of  what  they  should  be,  we  pass 
on  to  consider  the  remedy,  if  remedy  there  be, 
for  this  lavish  waste  of  the  public  money. 

What  is  the  remedy  for  this  vast  and  increas- 
ing expenditure  ?  The  only  remedy  likely,  in 
any  degree,  to  be  effectual  is  to  change  the  ex- 
isting system  of  taxation.  The  regular  increase 
of  our  expenditures  shows  that  it  is  not  attribu- 
table to  any  particular  party  or  administration, 
fbr  this  increase  has  gone  on  constantly  under 
every  party  and  every  administration,  with  the 
regularity  of  a  great  principle.  To  make  an 
individual  a  prodigal,  you  have  only  to  supply 
him  with  an  unlimited  amount  of  money  ;  to 
make  a  government  extravagant,  you  have 
only  to  do  the  same  thing.  The  first  economi- 
cal defect  of  our  present  system  of  taxation, 
by  duties  on  imports,  is,  that  it  operates  as  a 
bounty  to  one,  and  that  a  very  important 
class — the  manufacturers. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  first  defect,  the 
great  manufacturing  class,  which  represents  a 
Tast  capital,  which  is  intensely  alive  to  its  pecu- 
liar interest,  which  is  vigilant,  active,  powerful, 
and  capable  of  prompt  and  ready  oombination, 
is  interested  in  increasing  the  taxation  of  the 

Eyernftient ;  for  the  higher  the  taxes  are,  if 
id  on  the  principle  of  protecting  their  pro- 
ducts, the  better  for  them.  Suppose  the  ques- 
tion were  submitted  to  the  cotton  manufacturers, 
or  the  iron  manufacturers,  whether  the  duties 
on  cotton  and  iron  products  should  be  increased 
or  diminished,  does  any  one  doubt  what  their 
answer  would  be?  So  fivr  as  they  are  con- 
cerned, they  consider  high  duties  as  bounties 
to  them,  and  they  would  be  in  favor  of  them, 
if  the  revenues  thereby  derived  were  thrown 
into  the  sea.  Under  the  present  system  of 
taxation  by  duties  on  imports,  this  great  class 
are  favorable  to  high  taxation.  To  form  some 
idea  of  the  stupendous  magnitude  of  this  manu- 
facturing interest,  take  the  following  statement, 
showing  the  value  of  the  products  of  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ISijO. — 
(Financial  Report,  Executive  Document,  3d 
sess.  34th  Congress,  vol.  2,  185G-'57,  p.  166.) 

•J?iil/*^"'  **'  pwlncUof  mmnn&ctares  J    n,055,695,899 

This  reference  to  the  products  of  manufac- 
tures may  give  us  some  idea  of  the  immense 
capital  engaged  in  manufactures.  This  capi- 
tiU  may  be  estimated  at  $500,000,000. 

This  vast  capital  is  all  more  or  less  inter- 


ested in  high  duties — that  is,  in  high  taxation. 
The  influence  of  the  manufacturing  class  on 
taxation  is  not  merely  in  proportion  to  the 
capital  they  represent,  as  compared  with  the 
capital  engaged  in  other  industrial  pursuits ; 
for,  from  very  obvious  reasons,  some  of  which 
have  already  been  incidentally  alluded  to,  it 
is  far  beyond  tliis  ratio.  As  an  illustration  of 
this  influence,  we  would  refer  to  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  modification  of  the  tariff 
durinjT  the  last  Congress.  It  is  notorious 
that  the  only  great  interest  represented  here 
at  that  time  by  outside  agents  was  the  manu- 
facturing interest.  One  of  the  first  steps 
towards  an  economical  administration  of  tne 
^vernment  is  to  place  that  great  and  active 
interest  permanently  on  the  side  of  low  taxa- 
tion, ana  the  only  enectuaL  mode  of  doing  this 
is  direct  taxation ;  which  necessarily  implies 
the  total  abandonment  of  protective  duties, 
which  are  but  another  name  for  bounties. 
When  you  have  put  all  the  great  interests  of 
capital  on  the  side  of  low  taxes,  you  have 
taken  one  of  the  most  decided  steps  that  you  can 
possibly  take  in  favor  of  low  taxation,  which 
is  the  necessary  antecedent  of  economy. 

The  next  prominent  evil  of  the  present  sye- 
tem  of  taxation,  is  that,  by  its  indirect  opera- 
tion, the  people  are  ignorant  of  what  they  pay. 
They  are  ignorant  of  what  they  pay  to  the 
government,  and  equally  ignorant  of  what 
they  pay  to  the  protected  interests  in  the 
shape  of  bounties.  If  the  object  be  to  obtain 
from  the  people  the  largest  amount  possible 
without  arousing  them,  then  the  indirect  sys- 
tem— the  present  system — is  the  best ;  but  if 
the  object  be  only  to  obtain  from  them  the 
least  amount  that  will  suffice  for  the  just 
wants  of  the  government,  then  the  direct  sys- 
tem of  taxation  is  the  best.  The  happy  igno- 
rance of  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  to 
the  amount  of  taxes  they  are  paying  is  one 
great  cause  of  their  remaining  so  passive  un- 
der the  enormous  increase  of  our  expenditures 
which  has  been  going  on  for  years.  If  we  de- 
sire an  economical  government,  we  must  be 
candid  with  the  people,  aixl  let  each  one  know 
exactly  what  he  pays.  .  The  people,  ignorant 
of  how  much  tax  they  are  paying  in  the  en- 
hanced price  of  commodities,  will  tolerate  an 
expenditure  of  $100,000,000  much  more  pa- 
tiently than  one  of  $50,000,000,  when  each 
one  has  to  pay  his  ascertained  share  directly 
from  his  own  pocket.  Economy  here  must  be 
preceded  by  vigilance  among  the  constituency ; 
as  long  as  the  constituency  are  indifferent  on 
this  subject,  the  representatives  will  be  carried 
along  unresisting  in  the  vortex  of  extrava- 
gance. 

Another  objection  to  the  present  system  is 
the  large  expenditure  necessary  in  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  in  paying 
the  army  of  employes  engaged  in  the  present 
revenue  service,  in  building  costly  structuree 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
maintaining  custom-houses  which  do  no^pay 
their  own  expenses.  Upon  this  point  we 
would  call  attention  to  the  following  facte* 
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The  direct  cost  of  collecting  the  revenue  from 
cuBtoms  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  June 
30,  1857,  $64,171,034.05,  was  $3,552,359.50, 
emplojing;  three  thousand  and  eighty-eight 
officers.  This  is  independent  of  the  cost  of 
the*  custom-houses  and  revenue  cutters,  the 
interest  upon  which  investment  would  largely 
increase  tnis  sum. 

To  see  further  the  operation  of  the  present 
system,  take  the  following  statement : 

Amount  of  revenue  collected,  and  expenditures 
at  certain  custom-houses,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1857. 


Location. 

Reyenoe 
collected. 

Expendl- 
tores. 

Excees  of  ex- 

pendit's  orer 

rerenue. 

Belfiwt,Me.    .    . 

$6,052.05 

$6,012.87 

$960.82 

Waldoboro'  Ue.. 
WiieaMet,Me.    . 

1,368.02 

7,547.14 

6,179.12 

130.03 

7,359.09 

7,228.16 

BnrUngton,  VL 

8,581.70 

16,285.47 

7,703.77 

BaroiUUe,  MaM. 

1,402.76 

11,053.20 

10,490.55 

Saodority,  0.      . 

667.84 

4,372.66 

3,804.82 

Uiworth,  He> 

964.00 

5.032.00 

4,077.13 

Portnoouth.  N.  H. 

5,530.54 

10.984.49 

5,453.96 

BaflUo,  N.  Y.     . 

10,140.53 

16,896.61 

6,755.98 

Oswego,  N.  T.    . 

6,149.00 

18,214.58 

12,065.49 

Newark,  N.^.    . 

884.30 

1,595.55 

1,212.55 

FWMOola,  Fa.    . 

478.73 

8,012.62 

2,533.89 

PwrtliAmb07,N.J. 

1,531.78 

4,471.79 

2,940.06 
17,080i7 

Astoria,  On.   .    . 

4,173.64 

21,254.51 

Maohias,Me.  .    . 

608.71 

2,605.72 

l,997i)l 

Plymouth,  Mass. 
Bridgeport,  Gonn. 

895.12 

8.216.04 

2,820.92 

805.44 

1,766.24 

960.80 

AanapoUs,  Md.  . 

180.75 

929.20 

748.45 

Peoria,  111.     .    . 

210.20 

808.60 

153.40 

The  total  net  revenue  from  the  following 
eighteen  custom-houses  for  the  last  fiscal  year, 
viz :  Belfast,  Bath,  Bangor,  Portland,  Waldo- 
boro',  Wiscasset,  Burlington,  Barnstable,  Glou- 
cester, Bristol,  Providence,  Plattsburg,  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  San- 
dusky, Toledo,  and  San  Francisco,  was 
$1,769,163.43.  The  total  cost  of  the  public 
buildings  in  those  places  for  custom-houses, 
post  offices,  and  court-rooms  finished  since 
1850,  is  $2,443,770.94.  The  total  expenditure 
incurred  for  the  last  fiscal  year  in  collect- 
ing said  net  income  of  $1,769,103.43  was 
,  $567,839.02. 

Another  defect  of  thp  present  system  is  the 
immense  patronage  it  gives  to  the  federal 
government.  This  army  of  officers  might,  by 
each  state  paying  over  its  assessed  quota,  be 
almost  entirely  dispensed  with.  Instead  of 
three  thousand  and  eighty-eight  employes  now 
in  the  revenue  system,  we  need,  unaer  a  differ- 
ent system,  have  no  more  than  one  treasurer 
in  each  state.  Another  prominent  defect  of 
the  present  system  is  its  necessary  inequality ; 
fur  no  tariff  can  be  constructed  that  does  not, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  operate  as  a 
bounty  on  one  portion  of  the  community  and 
as  a  double  tax  on  the  great  class  of  consumers. 
It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that  in  at  re- 
public there  should  be  equality  in  taxation  ; 
the  Constitution  attempts  to  accomplish  this 
purpose  in  declaring  that  **  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the- 
Uoited  States."    Bat  every  tariff,  in  a  greater 


or  less  decree,  most  necessarily  violate  the 
spirit  of  this  provision.  Another  defect  of  the 
present  system  is,  that  it  necessarily  cripples 
the  productive  energies  of  the  country  by  in- 
terposing obstacles  to  the  free  excliange  of 
products.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  extent 
of  loss  resulting  from  this  cause;  but  there 

can  be  no  doubt  it  amounts  to  a  vast  sum. 
******* 

As  regards  the  navigation  laws,  we  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  detailed  exami- 
nation of  their  various  provisions,  especially 
as  a  bill  has  been  reported  to  the  House,  and 
is  now  before  it,  from  one  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  the  de- 
tails of  the  present  code  of  navigation  laws. 
In  general  terms,  however,  we  would  say  that 
the  present  regulations  are  unnecessarily  com- 
plex, and  mieht,  with  great  advantage,  be 
simplified.  There  are,  however,  several  de- 
fects in  principle,  as  we  conceive,  in  the  navi- 
^tion  laws,  to  which  we  propose  to  call  atten- 
tion ;  those  defects  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  requisition  that  American  vessels 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  should  pay  50 
cents  per  ton  unless  "  three-fourths  of  the  crew 
are  American  citizens,  then  only  6  cents  per 
ton  \"  and  the  further  provision  that  Ameri- 
can vessels,  entering  from  foreign  ports,  to  pay 
50  cents  per  ton  unless  '*■  tlie  officers  and  twi>- 
thirds  of  the  crew  are  American  citisens.'' 

2.  The  exclusion  of  foreign  built  vessels, 
though  owned  by  American  citizens,  from  en- 
gaging, with  entire  equality,  in  the  coasting 
and  other  trade  of  the  United  States. 

3.  The  entire  exclu.sion  of  foreign  vessels, 
owned  by  foreigners,  from  the  coasting  trade. 

The  object  of  the  requisition  tliat  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  crews  of  American  vessehi 
should  be  Americans,  was,  no  doubt,  intended 
to  accomplish  a  political  pui*pose,  eminently 
proper  in  itself,  to  provide  an  American  ma- 
rine in  time  of  war.  Wo  find  no  fault  with 
the  motive,  but  we  think  this  provision,  which 
operates  frequently  as  a  great  practical  incon- 
venience, is  unnecessary.  Tiie  occupation  of 
a  sea-faring  life  should  be  left,  like  all  othei 
employments,  to  the  inclinations  or  interests 
of  the  people.  If  it  is  to  the  interests  of  our 
population  that  they  should  go  to  sea,  they 
will  do  so ;  otherwise,  we  should  not  endeavor 
to  compel  them.  There  is  no  danger  that  we 
should  suffer  in  case  of  war  from  repealing 
this  provision.  That  patriotic  class  of  our 
citizens,  who  have,  on  ail  occasions,  honorably 
sustained  the  ^lory  of  our  flag  on  the  sea,  do 
not  take  their  inspiration  from  this  provision 
We  have  no  fear  but  that,  with  or  without  this 
provision,  there  will  be  .\lways  the  materia 
out  of  which  to  organize  k  warlike  marine,  ne 
cessary  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  under 
the  most  trying  circumstances  that  can  arise. 
Even  with  this  provision,  a  large  per  centage, 
45  or  50  per  cent.,  of  our  sea-mring  men  are 
foreigners.  This  provision,  then,  operates 
only  as  an  unnecessary  burden  on  the  country 
during  peace,  without  promising  any  adequate 
oompeneatiofr  result  in  time  of  war,    Fuithei^ 
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ilfliaj admit  of  grave  consideration  wbether 
we  would  not  strengthen  ourselves,  in  case  of 
war,  by  encouraging  foreign  sailors  to  come 
into  our  marine,  as,  once  entered,  they  be- 
ooma,  for  all  practical  purposes,  American 
sailors.  Advancing  firm  I  v  in  the  line  of 
iadaetrial  freedom,  and  with  a  view  of  throw- 
ing off  every  possible  shackle  on  the  industrial 
energies  of  tne  country,  we  think  this  provi- 
aion  should  be  rescinded. 

As  regards  the  second  defect  alluded  to  in 
tlie  law,  by  which  forei^  built  vessels,  though 
owned  by  American  citizens,  are  not  admitted 
to  entire  equalitjr,  unless  purchased  after  ship- 
wreck, and  repaired  to  the  extent  of  three- 
foortiia  of  their  cost,  we  consider  this  rests 
upon  a  totally  indefensible  principle.  It  is 
giving  to  American  ship-builders  a  perfect 
monopoly.  We  can  see  no  ground  of  justice 
upon  which  this  monopoly  can  rest  Every 
Ajnerican  citizen  ought  to  have  the  privilege 
to  buy  ships  wherever  he  can  buy  them  to  the 
best  advanta^.  To  compel  him  to  buy  from 
American  ship-builders  at  an  enhanced  price 
is,  to  the  extent  of  that  enhanced  price,  to  con- 
fiscate his  property,  and  transfer  it  to  another. 
Such  a  monopoly  is  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  our  mstitutions.  Our  ship-build- 
ers nave  a  right  to  e<}uality ;  they  have  no 
rieht  to  exclusive  privileges.  As  a  question 
of  expediency,  it  seems  equally  inde^nsible. 
Either  American  built  ships  are  cheaper  or 
dearer  than  foreign  built  If  they  are  cheaper, 
they  do  not  need  this  prohibition  of  foreign 
purchase.  If  they  are  dearer,  they  do  not  de- 
serve it.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  great  mass 
(if  the  people  of  the  United  States,  both  pro- 
ducers ana  consumers,  to  have  ships  cheap, 
for  the  price  of  ships  enters  as  an  element  m 
the  cost  of  transportation.  This  monopoly 
either  makes  ships  dearer,  and  enhances  tlie 
cost  of  transportation,  or  it  is  useless.  If  it 
makes  ships  dearer,  and  enhances  the  cost  of 
transportation,  it  should  be  abolished.  If  it 
acoomplishes  nothing,  it  is  useless,  and  should 
not  encumber  the  statute  books.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  the  removaj  of  this  monopoly 
would  permit  ships  to  bo  bought  cheaper.  In 
a  debate  upon  tnis  subject  growing  out  of 
oertain  propositions  made  by  the  British  go- 
vernment to  our  government  on  this  and  kin- 
dred subjects,  it  was  conceded  in  debate  here, 
by  a  distinguished  member  from  the  city  of 
New  Tork,  (Hon.  £.  Brooks,)  that  ships  could 
be  built  in  the  British  provinces  "  some  twenty 
per  cent  or  more  cheaper  than  in  New  Eng- 
land or  New  Tork."  This  monopoly  ought  to 
be  abolished  in  the  interest  of  the  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  agriculture  of  the  country. 

As  regards  the  next  defect  in  our  naviga- 
tion laws — the  prohibition  of  the  coasting 
trade  to  foreign  ships — this  is  another  mono- 
poly which  we  conceive  to  be  unjust  and  inex- 
pedient and  which  ought  to  be  abolished. 

If  there  be  any  one  thing  in  which  all  the 

people  of  the  United  States,  all  classes,  and 

all  mdustrial  pursuits  of  all  sections,  except 

Ihe  one  class  of  shipowners,  are  interested,  it 
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is  in  cheap  sea  transportation.  When  we  con* 
sider  the  vast  value  of  the  products  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  carried  by  water 
coast- wise  on  both  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  great 
lakes — some  estimate  of  which  may  be  formcil 
from  considering  that  the  amount  of  tonnage 
engaged  in  this  transportation  is  2,247,663.74 
tons,  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  tonnage  of  tho 
United  States — we  can  readily  see  how  im- 
portant is  the  element  of  cheap  transporta- 
tion. The  only  practical  mode  of  attuning 
this  result  is  competition,  and  yet  we  reso- 
lutely turn  our  backs  upon  this  principle  and 
persevere  in  a  monopoly.  We  are  clear 
that  our  navigation  laws  should  be  modified 
in  this  respect.        ♦        ♦        ♦        ♦       ♦ 

As  regards  the  present  tariff,  we  think  its 
principal  defects  are^ 

1.  That  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  duties 
is  thrown  on  articles  of  prime  necessity.  For 
instance,  nearly  one-balr  of  the  present  reve- 
nue is  raised  from  duties  on  cotton,  woollen, 
iron  manufactures,  and  sugar.  These  arti- 
cles are  indipensable  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  tho  laboring  classes,  so  that  ^D.  undue 
portion  of  the  burden  of  taxation  is  thrown 
on  the  laboring  classes.  To  reduce  duties  on 
articles  of  necessity,  is,  in  effect  to  increase 
wages,  as  the  same  wages  will  go  further. 

2.  It  is  protective  in  its  character,  as  is  ob- 
vious from  the  following  considerations :  Or- 
dinary cotton  manufactures  pay  24  per  cent, 
bagging  pays  15,  but  all  bleached,  printed, 
painted,  or  dyed  cotton  goods  and  de   laines 


pay  30  per  cent.  Manufacturers  of  iron  pay 
24;  pig,  bar,  sheet  and  all  other  iron,  24. 
Woollen  manufactures  pay  24,  except  flannels 


and  baizes,  which  pay  19.  Sugars  of  all 
kinds,  24  per  cent  Manufactures  of  silks- 
pay  19  per  cent.  Adzes  pay  24  per  cent. 
Blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  &4 ;  boots 
and  bootees,  for  men  or  women,  24.  The 
fact  that  silk  manufactures,  used  by  the  rich, 
pay  19  per  cent.«  and  cotton,  woollen,  iron 
manufactures — manufactures  indbpensable  to 
tho  industry  of  the  country — pay  24  and  30 
per  cent.,  when  20  per  cent,  may  be  assumed 
as  the  highest  revenue  standard  of  duty  on 
these  articles,  indicate  the  deference  paid  to 
the  principle  of  protection.  A  minute  analy- 
sis of  the  present  tariff  will  only  further  illus- 
trate this  tact. 

3.  There  are  certain  imports  on  the  free  list 
which  should  not  be  there,  as,  for  instance, . 
tea  and  coffee.    These  articles,  tea  and  coffee, . 
are  peculiarly  suited  for  taxation.     They  are  - 
not  produced  in  this  country,  therefore  there- 
would  be  no  indirect  tax  paid  on  them.   They 
are  of  general  consumption,  and  a  tax  upon 
them,  besides  furnishing  an  addition  to  our 
income,  now  much  needed,  would  fall  equally 
on  all  classes  and  sections. 

The  reason  of  placing  these  articles  on  the  • 
free  list  is  obvious  enough.    It  is  to  prevent- 
the   necessity  of  reduction  on  such  articles 
introduced  from  abroad  as  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  similar  home  products.    By  dimiD- 
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iahing  the  free  list^  we  could  dimiDish  the 
general  rate  of  duty  on  many  articles  entering 
into  universal  consumption. 

If  the  policy  of  collecting  the  revenue  of  the 
government  by  duties  on  imports  is  to  be  con- 
tinued, we  think  the  tariff  snould  be  modified 
on  the  following  principles : 

1.  A  total  abandonment  of  the  policy  of 
protection.  No  duty  should  be  laid  with  the 
view  of  protecting  any  form  of  industry.  'The 
tariff  should  be  considered  purely  as  a  fiscal 
instrumentality.  We  have  no  idea  that  any 
tariff  can  be  instituted  that  will  not  in  some 
degree,  either  more  or  less,  operate  in  a  pro- 
tective character.  Such  will  be  the  unavoida- 
ble effect  of  all  duties  on  articles  of  a  similar 
nature  to  home  products.  And  the  production 
of  this  effect  becomes  constantly  greater,  from 
the  fact  that  the  cost  of  production  is  steadily 
decreasing  in  this  country,  from  the  increase 
of  population  and  capital,  aided  by  the  in- 
crease of  skill  and  improvements  in  the  pro- 
cesses of  production.  From  this  cause  a  low- 
er rate  of  duty  will  operate  protectively  now, 
to  what  it  did  twenty  years  ago.  The  opera- 
tion of  this  principle  constitutes  one  or  our 
objections  to  any  tariff,  as  we  would  wish  so 
to  regulate  taxation  as  that  no  class  should, 
in  any  degree,  derive  benefit  from  it  as  a 
bounty. 

2.  Articles  of  prime  necessity  should  be  tax- 
ed at  the  lowest  rate  of  duty,  and  articles  of 
luxury  at  the  highest  revenue  standard.  The 
reasons  of  this  are  so  obvious  that  we  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  them.  Our 
purpose  would  be  to  relieve  the  producing 
classes  as  much  as  possible  from  the  burdens 
of  taxation. 

3.  The  free  li^it  should  be  confined  to  such 
articles  as  furnish  so  inconsiderable  an  amount 
of  revenue  as  not  to  remunerate  for  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  collection,  and  the  raw 
material  of  domestic  manufactures.  Accord- 
ing to  this  principle,  tea  and  coffee  should  be 
required  to  pay  auty.  As  regards  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  raw  materials  oi  munuftvctures, 
this,  while  a  benefit  to.  the  h(»me  manufactu- 
rer, would  operate  no  injury  to  any  class,  as 
the  effect  would  only  be  to  cheapen  produc- 
tion, an  advantage  which  would  be  shared  by 
all  the  consumers-— that  is,  by  the  great  mass 

of  the  people. 

******         * 

We  now  approach  the  subject  of  direct  tax- 
ation. 

The  first  purpose  is,  to  understand  exactly 
what  is  meant  by  this  system. 

The  Constitution  provides : 

**  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  states  which 
may  be  included  within  this  Union,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall 
be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other 
persons.'' 

•*  No  capitaUon  or  other  direot  tax  shall  be 


laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enii* 
meration  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken«^ 

"All  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  b« 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 

Judge  Story,  commenting  on  these  clauses, 
says: 

"  What  are  direct  taxes,  in  the  sense  of  ih% 
Constitution,  since  they  are  required  to  b# 
laid  by  the  rule  of  apportionment?  It  is  clear 
that  capitation  taxes,  or,  as  they  are  more  com* 
monly  called,  poll  taxes — that  is,  taxes  on  Um 
polls,  heads  or  persons  of  the  contributors— art 
direct  taxes,  for  the  Constitution  has  expressly 
enumerated  them  as  such.  '  No  capitation  or 
ohter  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,'  &c.,  is  the  language 
of  that  instrument.  Taxes  on  lands,  house, 
and  other  permanent  real  estate,  or  on  narts* 
or  appurtenances  thereof,  have  always  ueen 
deemed  of  the  same  character — that  is,  direct 
taxes.  It  has  been  seriously  doubted,  if,  in 
the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  any  taxes  are  di- 
rect taxes,  except  those  on  polls  or  lands." — 
(Story  Com.  Const.) 

**  In  the  year  1794  Congress  passed  an  act 
laying  duties  upon  carriages — for  every  coach, 
&c„  £c.,  the  yearly  sum  of  ten  dollars— and 
made  the  levy  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  constitutionality  of  the  act  was 
contested  in  the  case  of  Ufylton  v.  United 
States,  3  Dall.  R.  171,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  direct  tax,  and  so  ought  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  states,  according  to  their 
numbers.  After  solemn  argument,  the  So- 
preme  Court  decided  that  it  was  not  a  direot 
tax  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution." 
— (Story  Com.  Const.) 

Without  committing  ourselves  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  Judge  Story's  opinion  and  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  to  what 
taxes  are  direct,  we  do  not  propose  to  legis- 
late in  conflict  with  such  distinction. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  that  the  only  direct  taxes,  in 
the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  are  taxes  on 
persons  and  lands.  These  taxes  are  to  be 
laid  by  the  rule  of  apportionment ;  that  is  to 
say,  each  state  will  pay  such  an  amount  of  the 
entire  tax  to  be  collected  as  the  proportion  its  po- 
pulation bears  to  the  entire  population  of  all  the 
states,  deducting  two-fifths  ot  the  slaves.  All 
other  internal  taxes,  except  the  taxes  on  lands 
and  persons,  would  be  laid  according  to  tlie 
rule  of  uniformity. 

Such  being  the  law,  as  now  expounded, 
upon  the  subject  of  internal  taxes,  which  in- 
cludes as  well  direct  taxes,  in  the  scii^e  of  the 
Constitution,  as  all  other  taxes  of  that  charac- 
ter, the  practical  system  which  we  would  re- 
commena  would  be  as  follows  : 

Ascertain  the  total  amount  needed  for  the 
government  Ap]>ortion  that  anton^  the 
states,  according  to  the  rule  of  apportionment, 
and  let  each  state  collect  its  quota  in  its  own 
way,  and  pay  over  such  quota,  deducting  the 
reasonable  expense  of  collection. 

The  advantages  of  this  system  would  lie — 

1.  Perfect  equality,  according  to  the  provi* 
sions  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  burdens  of 
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4asmtioii.  The  mcral  effects  of  this  perfect 
coDstiUitaoQal  equality  could  not  well  be  over* 
Mtimated.  No  state,  no  section  could  com- 
plain of  paying  an  undue  share ;  for  each 
state,  loyal  to  the  Constitution,  could  not  but 
be  satisfied  with  the  equality  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. There  could  be  no  longer  any  complaint 
of  class  taxation.  The  apportionment  would 
timply  be  the  result  of  an  arithmetical  calcula- 
tioii,  m  pursuance  of  the  rule  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  The  vast  enlargement  of  the 
republic,  and  the  increase  of  states,  incul- 
eates  most  strongly  the  benefits  of  removing 
bII  causes  of  complaints,  as  to  the  inequality 
of  taxation,  by  establishing  the  system  of 
equality  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 

The  only  objection  to  this  mode  of  collecting 
the  taxes  is,  that  possibly  some  of  the  states 
mij^ht  refuse  to  collect  their  quota.  But  this 
objection  could  be  surmounted  by  the  federal 
fforemment  collecting  the  quota  of  such  state 
by  its  own  fiscal  agents. 

2.  This  system  of  each  state  collecting  its 
own  quota  would  dispense  with  the  services  of 
at  least  three  thousand  federal  officers  who 
are  necessary  under  the  present  system.  Un- 
der the  proposed  system  a  United  States 
Bob-treasurer  in  each  state  would  be  amply 
sufficient.  The  advantages  of  this  incidental 
ooQsequence  would  be  very  great  indeed,  for 
one  of  the  dangers  of  our  federal  system  of 
goremment  is  its  vast  patronage.  The  effect 
of  this  vast  and  necessarily  increasing  patron- 
age is  to  augment  the  dangers  of  the  presi- 
dential elections.  The  fierce  struggles  arising 
every  four  years,  with  increasing  violence,  for 
the  possession  of  the  government,  derive  a 
great  deal  of  their  intensity  from  the  exten- 
sive patronage  in  the  gift  of  the  administra- 
tion. The  diminution  of  that  patronage,  one 
of  the  necessary  evils  of  our  system,  cannot 
but  recommend  itself  to  every  lover  of  his 
country. 

3.  Another  advantage  of  a  direct  system  of 
taxation  is  the  fact,  obvious  from  many  consi- 
derations, which  we  do  not  now  propose  to 
enlarge  upon,  that  the  least  amount  possible 
of  taxation  will  be  imposed  on  the  people, 
who,  knowing  precisely  what  thoy  pay,  will  be- 
come more  vigilant  on  this  point,  and  naturally 
insist  on  the  utmost  economy  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  government. 

4.  Another  advantage  of  direct  taxation, 
perhaps  not  inferior  to  any  which  has  been 
mentioned,  is  that  it  will  be  the  least  interfer- 
ence possible  with  the  industry  of  the  country. 
Under  this  system,  and  under  this  system 
alone,  industry  will  be  left  perfectly  free,  and 
we  can  attain  the  great  point  of  entire  free 
trade.  This  involves  a  more  extended  consi- 
deration of  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  doctrine  of  free  trade,  or,  as  it  may  more 
comprehensively  be  called,  free  exchanges, 
rests  upon  the  great  principle  of  justice.  Every 
individual  has  a  rignt  to  use  his  labor  in  the 
mannei  most  to  his  own  advantage,  provided 
he  violates  the  right  of  no  otlier  person.  In- 
diridnals  cannot  enjoy  this  right  effectually 


unless  they  are  permitted  to  exchange  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  to  the  best  advantage. 
Government,  therefore,  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere by  protective  or  prohibitory  duties,  and 
compel  one  portion  of  the  community  to  ex- 
change the  fruits  of  their  industry,  their  pro- 
ducts, with  another  class  of  the  community  on 
less  advantageous  terms  thati  they  could  ex- 
change them  with  foreigners.  For  instance : 
Government  cannot  rightfully,  by  protective 
duties,  compel  the  wheat  growers  of  Ohio  to 
exchange  their  wheat  for  a  less  value  of  goods 
manufactured  in  New  England  than  they 
could  obtain  by  exchange  with  English  manu- 
facturers. To  do  so,  is  to  commit  a  spoliation 
on  the  wheat  growers  of  Ohio  for  the  benefit 
of  the  New  England  manufacturers.  To  the 
degree  that  these  wheat  growers  are  com- 
pelled by  such  protective  duties  to  exchange 
their  products  for  a  less  value,  to  that  extent 
a  spoliation  is  committed  upon  them.  Sup- 
pose government  should  say  that  labor  should 
not  receive  more  than  a  certain  amount  of 
wages  as  its  recompense,  no  one  could  doubt 
but  that  this  would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest 
injustice ;  that  to  the  extent  to  which  labor 
would  be  compelled  to  receive  a  less  amount 
than  it  would  obtain  if  not  forbidden,  that  to 
that  extent  there  would  be  confiscation. 
Every  fair  mind  would  at  once  revolt  against 
'such  legislation  as  this ;  yet  what  difference 
is  there,  in  principle,  or  the  practical  conse-' 
quences,  between  this  prohibition  of  full  wages 
and  the  prohibition  to  exchange  the  products  of 
labor  to  the  best  advantage  ?  None  whatever. 
They  are  only  different  modes  of  attaining 
the  same  end. 

One  of  the  leading  purposes  for  which  go- 
vernment  is  constitutea  is  the  protection  of 
property.  The  only  property  wnich  a  large 
portion,  perhaps  a  majority,  of  the  people  of 
every  government  possess,  is  the  product  of 
their  own  labor.  The  right  of  labor  is  the  great 
property  right  of  every  society.  This  sacred 
property  right  of  labor  can  only  be  fully  en- 
joyed by  freedom  of  exchanges.  If  this 
freedom  of  exchanges  is  interrupted  by  go- 
vernment, not  for  fiscal  purposes,  but  for 
alleged  industrial  purposes,  to  give  a  mono- 
poly to  certain  forms  of  industry,  then  a  blow 
IS  struck  at  the  right  of  labor.  It  is  in  this 
light  that  the  protective  policy  is  so  odious  as 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  labor.  If 
there  be  any  right  in  this  country  which  this 
government  should  respect,  it  should  be  the 
right  of  labor.  Any  legislation  against  this 
right,  by  which  it  is,  in  any  degree,  injured 
or  abridged,  is  in  violation  of  justice  ana  the 
spirit  of  our  republican  institiftions.  The 
protective  policy  does  infringe  ujpon  this  right 
of  labor,  for  it  diminishes  the  value  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  labor  of  the  country  by  prohi- 
oitingsuch  labor  from  exchanging  its  products 
to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  in  this  view  of 
justice  to  labor,  respect  for  this  groat  and 
only  property  right  of  the  toiling  millions, 
that  free  exchange  recommends  itself  so 
strongly.    No  industrial  system  can  be  right 
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which  reposes,  as  its  corner-stone,  upon  a 
great  injustice.  The  protective  system,  as  ne- 
cessarily beine  founded  upon  the  idea  of  com- 
pulsory, involuntary,  and  inadequate  ex- 
changes, necessarily  rests  upon  a  great,  un- 
denied,  undeniable,  and  startling  injustice, 
which  should  not  be  tolerated  in  this  age  and 
in  this  country. 

So  far  we  have  considered  the  question  of 
free  exchanges  on  the  ground  of  right.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  consider  it  on  the  ground  of 
expeaiency. 

The  doctrine  of  free  exchanges  rests  on  this 
great  industrial  maxim,  that  individuals  are 
Detter  judges  of  their  monetary  interests  than 
government  can  be ;  and  if  industry  is  left  per- 
fectly free,  it  will,  as  a  general  rule,  take  the 
wisest  direction.  This  maxim  is  either  true,  or 
it  is  false.  If  it  is  true,  then  protection — that  is, 
interference  with  industry — is  unwise.  If  it 
is  false,  then  protection  is  wise.  Now,  is  it 
true  or  false  ?  tor  upon  this  question  rests  the 
protective  policy.  That  this  maxim  is  true, 
appears  from  the  slightest  consideration. 
There  are  two  elements  in  production,  capital 
and  labor,  without  which  industry — the  pro- 
cess of  production,  would  not  exist.  Capital 
is,  of  all  the  social  element*),  the  most  saga- 
cious. Capital  may  be  said  to  represent  tne 
common  sense  of  mankind  more  than  any 
other  element  of  civilization.  Capital,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  great  principle  of  common  sense, 
which  it  represents,  instinctively  seeks  the 
profitable,  and  shrinks  from  the  unprofitable. 
Profit  is  the  genius  of  capital — its  mind, 
body,  soul,  heart ;  and  capital,  under  these 
dominating  instincts,  as  naturally  turns  from 
loss  to  gain  as  the  maj^netic  needle  from  the 
south  to  the  north,  bo  far  as  this  great  ele- 
ment of  production  is  concerned  there  needs 
no  interference  of  government  to  give  it  direc- 
tion. Its  nature  is  to  take  the  best  course. 
So  far  as  labor,  the  other  clement  of  produc- 
tion, is  concerned,  its  natural  instincts  may, 
likewise,  be  relied  on  to  pursue  profit.  Men 
do  not  labor  for  nothing.  They  labor  fur 
gain,  what  we  call  wages.  Unless  they  could 
get  wages,  they  would  not  labor ;  they  would 
prefer  to  do  nothing.  Labor  is  unpleasant, 
and  all  men  instinctively  seek  to  get  the  most 
wages  with  the  least  labor.  In  other  words, 
the  natural  tendency  of  labor  is  to  seek  profit, 
and  avoid  loss.  The  genius  of  capital  and 
labor  both  being  so  antagonistic  to  loss,  and 
80  attracted  to  gain,  wc  think  we  are  author- 
ized to  take  for  granted  the  maxim  above  an- 
nounced, that  individuals  are  better  judges  of 
their  monetary  interests  than  government.  If 
80,  then  it  follows  that  government  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  industry,  but  leave  it  per- 
fectly free  to  work  out  its  own  mission. 

If  these  general  principles  which  we  have 
been  considering  on  die  policy  of  protection 
be  conceded,  we  might  rest  the  argument 
here,  but,  as  they  may  still  be  controverted, 
we  will  pursue  it  further. 

The  argument  for  the  freedom  of  exchanges 
may  be  stated  in  two  forms,  negatively  and 


affirmatively :  negatively,  by  showing  the  im- 
policy  of  the  protective  policy ;  affirmatively, 
by  direct  considerations  recommending  it.  We 
do  not  hope  to  shed  new  light  upon  a  question 
which  has  been  so  elaborately  discussed  by 
the  greatest  intellects  for  nearly  a  century. 
We  can  only  hope  to  popularize  some  of  the 
most  forcible  views  which  have  been  taken. 

The  practical  workine  of  the  protective  policy 
is  this:  imposition  or  high  duties  on  those 
foreign  products  which  come  in  competition 
with  home  products,  so  as  to  compel  the  con 
sumers  to  purchase  the  home  products  at  en- 
hanced prices.  The  first  fact  which  arrests 
our  attention  from  this  statement  is,  that  the 
foreij^n  products  are  furnished  cheaper  than 
the  rival  home  products,  as,  otherwise,  there 
would  be  no  use  U)r  the  high  duties.  The  prac- 
tical effect  of  this,  then,  is,  that  the  consumers 
are  prevented,  by  governmental  interference, 
from  buying  cheap.  This  seems  to  be  a  very 
singular  e&ct  for  government  to  aim  at,  be- 
cause individual  wisdom  always  suggests  the 
idea  of  buying  cheap.  All  men  ofordinary 
sagacity,  in  the  management  of  their  private 
affairs,  invariably  endeavor  to  buy  cheap.  In- 
dividuals who  would  act  upon  a  (Afferent  prin- 
ciple would  be  considered  fit  subjects  ror  a 
commission  de  luncUico  inquirendo.  Now,  it  is 
very  strange  that  laws  should  be  made  by  gov- 
ernment to  prevent  men  buying  cheap.  6  it 
be  wise  for  individuals  to  buy  cheap,  why  is  it 
not  wise  for  the  whole  nation  to  buy  cheap  ? 
The  very  first  step  of  the  protectionists  seems 
to  be  founded  in  a  negation  of  the  universal 
practice  and  experience  of  mankind  in  their 
individual  relations. 

It  is  sometimes  denied  that  protective  duties 
increase  the  price  of  the  home  product.  But 
there  can  be  no  dispute  upon  tnis  point,  for, 
unless  the  protective  duties  increase  the  price 
of  the  home  product,  what  is  the  use  of  the 
duty?  There  is  no  other  possible  mode  in 
which  the  duty  can  operate  in  favor  of  the  home 
producer,  except  by  increasing  prices.  If  it 
does  not  accomplish  this  effect,  then  the  duty 
is  inoperative.  But  the  tenacity  with  which 
the  protectionists  cling  to  the  duty  shows  that 
it  is  efficacious.  If  the  duty  on  the  foreign 
product  does  not  increase  the  price  of  the  home 

Sroduct,  then  there  can  be  no  obiection  to  re- 
ucing  or  abolishing  the  duty.  But  the  oppo- 
sition to  reduction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
home  producer,  whose  only  object  is  high 
prices,  demonstrates  the  effect  produced, 
iligher  prices  for  the  home  product  implies 
the  expenditure  of  a  greater  amount  of  labor 
to  accomplish  the  same  purpose,  for  labor  is 
tlie  true  measure  of  value.  If  it  be  considered 
wise  to  waste  laiK)r,  then  the  policy  of  com- 
pelling the  consumer  to  buy  at  a  higher  price 
from  the  home  producer  is  defensible  ;  other- 
wise, it  is  not.  The  very  civilization  we  enjoy 
is  the  fruit  of  labor-saving  appliances.  If  we 
are  superior  to  the  barbarians,  it  is  because  we 
can  accomplish  more  by  our  labor  than  they 
can.  The  highest  development  of  society  is 
the  acoomplisiunent  of  tne  greatest  resoltt 
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with  the  least  labor.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  great  discx)veries  in  the  arts  and  sciences, 
maenif^ing  to  an  almost  incalculable  extent  the 
prodactire  powers  of  human  labor,  have  con- 
ferred such  vast  benefits  on  mankind.  Strike 
from  existence  our  labor-saving  discoveries, 
our  steam  engines,  our  railroads,  our  magnetic 
telegraphs,  our  innumerable  labor-saving  appli- 
ances, and  we  have  relapsed  into  barbarism. 
The  saving  of  labor  is  not  merely  the  genius 
of  civilization,  but  civilization  itself.  Any 
policy,  then,  by  which  this  humanizing  process 
of  saving  labor  is  abridged,  is  not  merely  a 
pause  in  the  onward  movement  of  society,  but 
a  step  backwards.  The  protective  policy,  then, 
as  raising  prices  to  the  consumer,  which  is  the 
same  thing  as  requiring  more  labor  to  accom- 
plish a  given  result,  and  thus,  as  attacking  the 
problem  of  saving  labor,  is  anta^nistic  to  the 
great  social  progress  of  the  civilized  world. 

Agun :  the  protected  forms  of  industry  are 
either  profitable  or  unprofitable.  If  they  are 
profitable,  they  do  not  need  protection ;  if  they 
are  unprofitable,  they  do  not  merit  it ;  for  the 
idea  of  legislating  to  turn  capital  into  unprofi- 
table  channels  in  this  country,  is,  of  all  absurdi- 
ties, the  greatest.  Look  at  our  country,  a  vast 
continent,  extending  from  one  great  ocean  to 
another  great  ocean,  resting  on  the  south  upon 
the  great  American  gulf,  and  on  the  north  upon 
a  chain  of  vast  lakes,  with  every  variety  of  soil 
and  climate,  a  vast  portion  of  it  in  its  virgin 
condition,  onl^  needing  development,  and 
piomisixiJE  in  its  develupmont  the  richest  re- 
turns. Does  it  not  seem,  when  such  vast  fields 
of  production — in  commerce,  in  agriculture,  in 
mining — lie  inviting  before  us,  that  of  all 
thines  in  the  world  we  need  not  hunt  out  and 
legislate  to  force  unprofitable  pursuits  ?  In  no 
country  in  the  worla  is  there  such  an  extended 
field  for  the  application  of  capital  and  labor 

{»roduotive1y  as  in  our  country.  Then  why  not 
et  capital  and  labor  take  spontaneously  their 
natural  direction  ?  Why  strive  to  force  them 
by  governmental  action  into  barren  channels? 
In  this  connexion  we  would  allude  to  a  great 
fact^  which  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that 
the  protective  policy  does  not  increase  capital ; 
it  only  gives  it  a  new  direction.  The  capital 
remains  the  same  after  ycju  have  passed  your 
protective  laws  as  it  did  before ;  you  only  force 
It  into  new  directions.  If  by  your  legislation 
you  could  increase  the  capital  of  the  country, 
then  there  might  be  some  reason  for  your  legis- 
lation ;  but  as  all  your  laws  do  not  increase  by 
a  single  dollar  the  amount  of  capital,  how  futile 
are  your  efforts  for  good ! 

The  popular  fallacy  on  which  the  protective 
policy  rests  is  the  encouragement  of  home  in- 
dustry. It  is  true  you  may  build  up  certain 
forms  of  industry,  but,  in  doing  so,  you  have 
done  it  at  the  expense  of  other  forms  of  in- 
dustry. If,  for  instance,  you  have  developed 
the  woollen  manufacture  by  high  duties  and 
raising  the  prices  of  woollen  goods,  you  have 
done  so  at  the  expense  of  the  other  industrial 
classes  which  consume  those  woollens ;  for  you 
haye  compelled  them  to  give  a  higher  price  for 


their  woollens;  and  to  the  extent  of  this  en* 
hanced  price,  you  have  discouraged  them  in 
their  industry.  The  most  effectual  protection 
of  home  industry  is  to  let  every  former  industry 
attain  its  most  profitable  resmts.  This  you  can 
only  do  by  permitting  freedom  of  exchanges 
Then  every  form  of  industry  exchanges  itb 
fruits  to  the  best  advantage,  and  consequently 
derives  the  most  profit. 

Protection  does  not  increase  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  this  from  a  very  obvious  reason, 
because  the  competition  among  the  protected 
forms  of  industry  prevents  profits  from  remain- 
ing permanently  higher  than  the  average  rate 
of  tne  profits  of  capital  in  the  country  gene- 
rally ;  and  therefore  the  wages  in  the  protected 
forms  of  industry  cannot  be  higher  than  the 
ordinary  wages  of  the  country.  The  facts  in 
reference  to  wages  in  the  protected  forme  of 
industry  in  this  country  bear  out  the  theoreti- 
cal proposition  laid  down  upon  the  subject ;  for« 
as  is  well  known  to  all  who  are  familiar  with 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  wages  of  manu- 
facturing laborers  is  in  no  decree  above  the 
average  wages  in  other  forms  m  industry. 


The  genius  of  the  age  is  in  nothing  so  strikins- 
ly  apparent  as  in  the  efforts  to  overcome  all  oo- 
stacles  to  exchanges.  Look  at  the  great  lines  of 
railroads  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  con- 
structed at  such  immense  labor  and  expense. 
Look  at  the  steam  fleets  on  the  great  oceans ; 
the  magnetic  wires,  spread  like  a  net-work  of 
thought  over  the  civilized  world,  and  which 
we  are  trying  now,  like  the  giants  of  civilisa* 
tion,  to  lay  down  even  across  the  bottom  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  What  is  the  object  of  tiiese 
stupendous  undertakings?  Is  it  not  to  re- 
move, as  far  as  human  power  can,  the  obstacles 
to  free  intercourse  and  free  exchanges  ?  And 
yet  what  is  the  protective  policy  but  a  self- 
imposed  obstacle  to  the  system  of  free  ex- 
changes ?  We  pause  at  no  labor  to  remove 
the  obstacles  of  nature,  and  then  we  interpose 
an  artificial  obstacle.  Strange  inconsistency  I 
To  understand  this  in  its  full  force,  we  must 
consider  that  the  logical  consequence  of  proteo- 
tion  is  prohibition.  If  it  is  unwise  to  buy  from 
the  foreigner  because  his  product  is  only  twenty 
per  cent  cheaper  than  the  home  product,  then 
it  is  unwise  to  buy  from  him  though  it  were  a 
thousand  per  cent,  cheaper.  The  protective 
policy  carried  out  to  its  legitimate  conclusions 
would  be  non^intercourse  with  the  foreigner, 
and  the  inau^ration  of  the  Japanese  policy. 
What  a  termination  for  our  railroads,  steam 
fleets,  and  magnetic  wires  [       *       *        * 

What  we  need  in  this  country  more  than 
anything  else  to  the  highest  development  of 
our  industrial  resources,  is  capitaL  Free  trade 
virtually  ^ives  us  this  capital,  because  it  gives 
us  the  &uits  of  capital.  If  we  consume  the 
products  of  five  hundred  millions  of  capital 
in  Europe,  we  have,  to  all  practical  purpose^ 
got  the  use  of  that  capital.  Freedom  of 
exchange  ^ves  us  the  benefit  of  a  vast 
foreign  capital  ?     To    illustrate :     Suppose 
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that,  iiistMd  of  inTesting  a  hundred  mil- 
lions in  woollen  manufactures,  we  are  sup- 
Elied  with  foreign  woollens,  this  leaves  the  one 
undred  millions  of  capital  free  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  therefore,  we  have,  in  effect,  added  this 
much  to  our  capital.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
envying  the  advantages  of  other  people,  we 
ought  rather  to  rejoice  at  them,  and,  dj  firee 
exchanges,  get  all  the  benefit  we  can  from 
them. 

F]  ec  trade  allays  sectional  agitation.  The 
real  strength  of  a  government  consists  in  jus- 
tice. When  all  classes  and  sections  see  that 
there  are  no  bounties,  no  monopolies,  no  class 
legislation,  but,  on  the  other  band,  see  that 
there  is  perfect  justice,  the  government  com- 
mands the  confidence  of  all.  It  is  difficult  to 
estimate  the  importance  of  this  confidence. 
It  is  the  bulwark  of  a  state.  Another  good 
effect,  which  should  be  referred  to  in  this  con- 
nexion, is  this:  By  freedom  of  exchanges, 
you  remove  all  interest  for  classes  to  struggle 
for  the  possession  of  the  government.  If  legis- 
lation be  the  interest  of  a  class,  or  classes, 
then  each  class  struggles  to  get  control  of  the 
government  to  legislate  for  its  peculiar  benefit 
By  establishing  the  principle  of  free  trade, 
you  relieve  our  politics  entirely  from  this  con- 
testation, so  far  as  the  great  function  of  taxa- 
tion is  concerned. 

Further,  why  do  we  extetid  our  territory  ? 
The  paramount  purpose  is  the  extension  of  our 
commerce.  Free  exchanges  give  us  this  ex- 
tension without  the  dangers  of  territorial 
expansion.  Why  not,  then,  take  this  peaceful 
course,  as  beneficial  to  us  as  to  all  other  peo- 
ple ?  This  brings  to  mind  the  moral  effects  of 
free  trade,  bringing  the  different  people  of  the 
earth  nearer  together  in  the  bonds  of  interest 
and  intercourse,  thus  carrying  out  the  will  of 
God  ;  for  why  are  there  such  various  climates 
and  productions,  but  to  inculcate  the  depend- 
ence of  nations  upon  nations,  and  compel  a 
unity  of  interest  and  continual  intercourse  ? 
Free  trade  is  the  cause  of  peace.  Let  it  be- 
come the  common  law  of  nations,  and  war 
will  be  impossible.  The  present  emperor  of 
France,  on  ascending  the  throne,  announced  a 
memorable  sentiment,  which  has  been  much 
repeated,  that  the  empire  was  peace.  This 
was  said  in  especial  reference  to  Glreat  Britain. 
But  recent  events  show  how  hollow  is  the 
truce  between  these  countries.  The  reason 
of  this  is  plain  enough — the  ports  of  France 
are  almost  entirely  shut  against  English 
trade.  The  consequence  is,  that  England  and 
France  are  not  bound  together  hj  material 
interests;  they  remain  two  hostile  camps. 
Waterloo  never  can  be  forgotten  and  peace 
permanently  established,  until  free  commer- 
cial intercourse  originates  a  new  class  of  ideas 
and  feelings,  founded  on  mutual  interests  and 
intercommunication . 

Free  trade  is  the  dawn  of  a  new  era. 
It  is  the  cause  of  philanthropy  and  Chris- 
tianity. What  people  more  proper  to  lead  in 
the  great  movement  than  the  people  of  the 


United  States  ?  The  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions is  the  greatest  amount  ipossible  of  per- 
sonal freedom.  To  extend  this  same  degree 
of  freedom  to  all  forms  of  industry  seems  to 
be  but  a  logical  deduction  from  the  genius  of 
our  institutions.  What  country  better  situa- 
ted for  free  trade  than  the  United  States, 
occupying  the  best  portion  of  a  great  conti- 
nent, bounding  on  oceans,  gulfs,  and  lakes ; 
situate  midway  between  the  great  industrial 
nations  of  Europe  and  the  teeming  and  gor- 
geous East,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the 
West  Indies  and  South  America  ?  We  have 
only  to  advance  under  the  banner  of  free 
traae,  to  command  the  commerce  and  invite 
the  capital  of  the  world.  By  .this  movement 
we  would  do  more  for  civilization,  process, 
peace,  philanthropy,  Christianity,  than  it  has 
ever  been  the  lot  of  any  people  to  accompliyh 
by  a  single  act  in  the  history  of  the  world. 


But  we  need  not  go  to  England  for  an  illus- 
tration of  the  advantages  of  free  trade.  The 
United  States,  in  their  remarkable  develop- 
ment, present  the  most  striking  illustration  of 
its  benefits.  The  United  States  have  made 
the  most  astonishing  advancement  in  material 
progress  of  all  the  people  in  history,  ancient 
or  modem.  Of  all  the  causes  operative  in 
producing  this  result,  the  establishment  by  the 
Federal  Constitution  of  perfect  free  trade  be- 
tween all  the  states  of  the  Union  is,  beyond 
doubt,  the  most  efficient.  Suppose  the  ener- 
gies of  the  country  had  been  crippled  by  pro- 
tective tariffs  in  every  state,  it  would  have 
taken  us  centuries  to  attain  our  present  ad- 
vancement. We  have  tested  by  experience 
the  incalculable  advantages  of  free  trade 
within  the  wide  limit  of  Uie  United  States; 
why  should  we  hesitate  to  extend  to  its  ut- 
most expansion  a  system  which  has  worked 
so  benencially  for  us  ?  There  can  be  no  good 
reason  for  not  doing  so.  By  our  reciprocity 
treaty  with  England — the  Marcy-Elgin  treaty 
— we  have  given  the  border  states  of  the 
north  practical  free  trade,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  with  the  neighboring  British  pro- 
vinces. The  results  of  that  free  trade  exper- 
iment are  most  encouraging.  Let  us  advance 
boldly  in  this  direction,  and  lead  the  nations 
of  the  earth  in  the  great  march  of  industrial 
progress.  Our  ancestors  declared  the  freedom 
of  the  colonies ;  let  us  declare  the  freedom  of 
exchanges;  the  consequences  of  the  second 
declaration  may  not  be  less  important  or  bene- 
ficial tlian  the  nrst. 

In  conclusion  we  may  be  permitted  to  stiy 
that  we  do  not  venture  to  hope  that  we  can 
inaugurate  a  new  policy  on  our  lino  of  argu- 
ment immediately.  Such  radical  changes 
must  be  the  work  of  time.  We  aim,  there- 
fore, not  so  much  at  immediate  practical  re- 
sults as  to  affect  public  opinion,  and  thus 
insure  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  principle 
we  advocate. 

With  this  view,  then,  instead  of  reporting 
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«  action,  we  have  contented 

■  with  formulariiing  our  r«uoniL 

dktioni  in  cerUiu  resolutions,  which  are  here- 
to MUMxed. 

W.  W.  BoYct,  Chairman. 


I,  That  the  vast  and  increasing 
expenditure  of  the  federal  government  indi- 
cates the  necessity  of  a  change  in  onr  fincal 
•jatem,  whereby  the  protectiva  policy  shall  be 
«DtireIj  abandoned,  and  a  resort  bad,  nt  u 
MuIt  a  pwiod  aa  may  be  practicable,  esclu- 
nvely  to  direct  taxation. 

2.  Sftolmd,  That  the  eitatine  tariff  ii  de- 
fective, aa  being  founded  on  the  protective 
policy;  as  taxing  certain  articles  of  prime 
nootasity  too  high ;  as  not  diacriminating  suf- 
ficiently ao  aa  t«  ehrow  the  burden  of  taxation 
U  mach  as  possible  on  articles  of  luxury,  to 
the  exemptioQ  of  articles  of  necessity,  and  as 
placing  certain  articles  on  (he  free  list  which 
aboDltl  psf  duty;  and  that  any  modificatioDS 
of  the  tariff  wbich  may  be  made,  should  be 
made  ao  aa  to  avoid  these  defects,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  using  the  tariff  merely  as  a  flacal 
instrumentality. 

3.  Re»olved,  That  the  hiebest  development 
of  the  industrial  resources  of  the  country  is  to 
be  attuned  by  the  greatest  freedom  of  ei- 
ebanges,  which  can  only  be  thoroughlv  accom- 
plished by  the  entire  abolition  of  duties  on 
Imports,  and  a   resort   exclusively  to   direct 


A.  Jteioiced,  That  the  system  of  direct  tai- 
atioD  presenting  the  most  advantages  is,  for 
each  state  to  collect  and  pa;  over  its  quota. 
to  be  awortained  by  the  constitutional  rule  of 
■pportionment ;  thus  inaurine  perfect  equali- 
ty, and  dispensing  with  multitudes  of  federal 
cnEcera. 

S.  Eaolped,  That  the  navigatioD  lawi;  should 
be  so  modified  as  not  to  require  any  purtion 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  American  ships  to 
be  American  citizens,  and  that  Anicricnn 
citiiens  shall  be  free  to  purchase  and  sail 
foreign  bnilt  Hhips  on  an  entire  equality  with 
American  built  ships,  and  that  tbe  American 
coasting  trade  shall  be  opon  on  Urma  of  per- 
fect equality  to  foreign  ships. 

The  undersigned  have  agreed  to  ftrant  leave 
Id  Mr.  BoTCE,  the  chairman,  to  make  a  report 
rrom  tiie  select  oommillee,  hut  they  do  not 
wish  to  be  uoderatood  an  concurring'in  all  itH 
eOnelusioDS  and  arguments,  and  they  aak 
«aTe  to  make  a  minuritv  report  hereafter, 
ft.  K.  II.  Garsett, 
It.   P.  TaiPPi. 

nsBOBt,  Jokn  C. 

IXTTEK  or  ACCEPTA.\CE  OF. 

New  York,  July  8,  1856. 
OiNTLBMiy :  Tou  call  lue  to  a  high  respon- 
Nbility  by  plaiting  me  in  the  van  of  a  great 
It  of  tbe  p»aple  uf  tiie  Uoiled  States, 


who,  witboat  regaid  to  past  difference*,  an 
unitiDg  in  a  common  effirt  to  bring  Imek  the 
of  the  federal  government  to  the  prinei- 


declared  tiiemseives  witling  to  place  in 
my  hands,  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor 
which  their  unreserved  confidence,  in  this 
threateaing  position  of  the  public  affairs,  im- 

Clies,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  better  respond  than 
J  a  sincere  declaration  that,  in  the  event  of  my 
election  to  the  Presidency,  I  should  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  its  duties  with  a  single-heut- 
ed  determinaUon  to  promote  the  good  of  tb« 
whole  country,  and  to  direct  solely  to  this  end 
ail  the  power  of  the  government,  irrespeotin 
of  party  issues  and  regardless  of  sectional 
strifes.  The  declaration  of  principles  embo- 
died in  the  resolves  of  your  convenUon  ai- 
presses  the  sentiments  in  which  I  have  bean 
educated,  aod  which  have  been  ripened  into 
convictions  by  personal  observation  and  expe- 
rience. With  this  declaration  and  avowal  I 
think  it  necessary  to  revert  to  only  two  of  tba 
subjects  embraced  in  those  resolutions,  and  to 


and  given  to  them  especial  importance. 

I  concur  in  the  views  of  the  convention  da- 
precating  the  foreign  policy  to  which  it  adverts. 
The  assumption  that  we  have  the  right  to  take 
from  another  nation  ita  domains  because  m 
want  them  is  an  abandonment  of  the  honest 
character  which  our  country  has  acquired.  To 
provoke  hostilities  by  nnjust  assumpdons, 
would  be  to  sacrifice  the  jieace  and  character 
of  the  country,  when  all  its  interests  might  b« 
more  certainly  secured  and  its  objects  attained 
by  just  and  healing  counsela,  involving  no  loss 
Qf  reputation.     International  embarrassments 


people  the  operations  of  the  government.  This 
aystem  ia  inconsistent  with  the  character  of 
Dur  institutions,  and  is  itself  yielding  gradu- 
ally to  a  more  enlightened  public  opinion,  and 
to  the  power  of  a  free  press,  which,  by  its 
broad  dissemination  of  political  intelligence, 
secures  in  advance  to  the  side  of  justice  tbe 
judgment  of  the  civilised  world.  An  honeat, 
firm,  and  open  poiicy  in  our  foreign  relations 
would  command  the  united  support  of  the  na- 
whoae  deliberate  opinions  it  would  neces- 
sarily reflect. 

Nothing  is  clearer  in  the  history  of  our  in- 

itutions   than  the  design  of  the  nation,  in 

asserting  ita  own  independence  and  freedom, 

to  avoid  giving  countenance  to  tho  extension 

of  slavery.     The   influence  of  the   small  bnt 


',  who 


n  of  tl 


country  and  wield  a  vast  political  control  asa 
consequence  in  the  other,  is  now  directed  to 
turn  back  this  impulse  of  the  Revolution  and 
reverse  its  principles.  Tbe  extension  of 
slavery  across  the  continent  is  the  olyect  of 
the  power  which  now  rules  the  govenunenli 
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and  from  this  spirit  hate  sprang  those  kindred 
wrongs  in  Kansas,  so  truly  portrayed  in  one 
of  your  resolutions,  which  prove  that  the  ele- 
ments of  the  most  arbitrary  ^Yemments  have 
not  been  Tanqnished  by  the  just  theory  of  our 
own. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  pledge  my- 
self to  any  particular  policy  that  has  been 
suggested  to  terminate  the  sectional  contro- 
versy engendered  by  political  animosities,  ope- 
rating on  a  powerful  class  banded  together  oy 
a  common  interest.  A  practical  remedy  is  the 
admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  free 
state.  The  South  should,  in  my  judgment-, 
earnestly  desire  such  consummation.  It  would 
vindicate  its  good  faith.  It  would  correct  the 
mistake  of  the  repeal ;  and  the  North,  having 
practically  the  benefit  of  the  agreement  between 
the  two  sections,  would  be  satisfied,  and  good 
feeling  be  restored.  The  measure  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  honor  of  the  South  and 
vital  to  its  interests.  That  fatal  act  which 
gave  birth  to  this  purely  sectional  strife,  ori- 
ginating in  the  schemes  to  take  from  free  labor 
the  country  secured  to  it  by  a  solemn  cove- 
nant, cannot  be  too  soon  disarmed  of  its  per- 
nicious force.  The  only  genial  region  of  the 
middle  latitudes  left  to  the  emigrants  of  the 
Northern  states  for  homes,  cannot  be  conquer- 
ed from  the  free  laborers  who  have  long  con- 
sidered it  as  set  apart  for  them  in  our  inheri- 
tance, without  provoking  a  desperate  strug- 
gle. 

Whatever  may  be  the  persistence  of  the 
particular  class  which  seems  ready  to  hazard 
everything  for  the  success  of  the  unjust  scheme 
it  has  partially  effected,  I  firmly  believe  that 
the  great  heart  of  the  nation,  which  throbs 
with  the  patriotism  of  the  freemen  of  both 
sections,  will  have  power  to  overcome  it. 
They  will  look  to  the  rights  secured  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  as  the  best 
safeguard  from  the  oppression  of  the  class 
which,  by  a  monopoly  of  the  soil  and  of  slave 
labor  to  till  it,  mi^ht  in  time  reduce  them  to 
the  extremity  of  laboring  upon  the  same 
terms  with  the  slaves.  The  great  body  of 
non-slavoholding  freemen,  including  those  of 
the  South,  upon  whose  welfare  slavery  is  an 
oppression,  will  discover  that  the  power  of  the 
general  government  over  the  public  lands 
may  be  beneficially  exerted  to  advance  their 
interests  and  secure  thoir  independence:  know- 
ing this,  their  suffrages  will  not  be  wanting  to 
maintain  that  authority  in  the  Union  which  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  their 
own  liberties,  and  which  has  more  than  once 
indicated  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  such  a  way  as  would  make  every 
settler  upon  them  a  freeholder. 

If  the  people  intrust  to  me  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ^vemment,  the  laws  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  territories  shall  be  faithfully 
executed.  All  its  authority  shall  be  exerted 
in  aid  of  the  national  will  to  re-establish  the 
peace  of  the  country  on  the  just  principles 
which  havs  heretofore  received  the  sanction 


of  the  federal  govemmenty  of  the  states  and 
the  people  of  both  sections.  Such  a  policy 
would  leave  no  aliment  to  that  sectional  party 
which  seeks  its  aggrandizement  by  appro- 
priating the  new  territories  to  capital  in  the 
form  of  slavery,  but  would  inevitably  result 
in  the  triumph  of  free  labor — ^the  natural 
capital  which  constitutes  the  real  wealth  of 
this  great  country,  and  creates  that  intelligent 
power  in  the  masses  alone  to  be  relied  on  as 
the  bulwark  of  free  institutions. 

Trusting  that  I  have  a  heart  capable  of  com- 
prehending our  whole  country,  with  its  varied 
interests,  and  confident  that  patriotism  exists 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  I  accept  the  nomina 
tion  oiyour  convention,  in  the  hope  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  serve  usefully  its  cause  of  consti- 
tutional freedom.  Very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  C.  Fuemont. 

Frencli  Spoliations  prior  tm  1800. 

UisTORiCAL  Facts  as  sbt  fokth  bt  Claim- 
ants. 

In  1793,  France  and  Great  Britain  being  at 
war,  committed  extensive  depredations  on 
American  commerce,  and  the  merchants, 
alarmed,  began  to  withdraw  from  the  ocean, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  treasury,  when 
the  government,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State  (Thomas  Jefferson),  by  a  circular  date<l 
August  27,  1793,  assured  the  merchants  that 
**  due  attention  will  be  paid  to  any  injuries 
they  may  suffer  on  the  high  seas,  or  m  foreign 
countries,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations  or 
to  existing  treaties;  and  that,  on  their  for- 
warding well  authenticated  evidence  of  the 
some,  proper  proceedings  will  be  adopted  fur 
their  relief."  (Doc.  102,  p.  216.) 

Relying  on  these  assurances,  commercial 
enterprise  received  a  fresh  impulse,  and  a 
series  of  captures  by  both  belligerents  fol- 
lowed. England  provided  for  the  payment 
of  those  m^e  by  her,  but  France,  acknow- 
ledging her  liability,  advanced  a  counter  claim 
for  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaties  of  1778  and  1788,  guaranteeing 
for  ever  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
acquired  or  to  be  acquired,  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  supplies  of  men  and  money  furnished  by 
her  in  our  struggle  for  independence,  and  whicn 
contributed  so  largely  to  tnat  happy  event. 

Two  successive  missions  were  sent  to  France 
— ^first,  Pinckney,  Marshall,  and  Gerry,  in 
1797,  and  Elsworth,  Davie,  and  Murray,  in 
1799,  who  offered  France  thirteen  millions  of 
francs  (which  would  now,  at  simple  interest, 
exceed  ten  millions  of  dollars)  to  purchase  a  . 
release  from  those  treaty  stipulations,  which 
was  refused  by  France  as  wholly  inadequate ; 
and  finally  these  extensive  claims  of  private 
citizens  (comprising  upwards  of  700  merchant 
vessels  and  cargoes,  valued  at  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars)  were  surrendered  by  the  American 
government  to  purchase  their  own  release 
from  these  stipulations. 

William  Vans  Murray  (one  of  the  minia* 
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tav%  BtjB,  in  a  letter  to  James  Madison,  Se- 
en&j  of  State,  July  1,  1801,  "  I  wish  I  had 
been  anthorised  to  subscribe  to  a  joint  aban- 
donment of  treaties  and  indemnities ;  as  claims, 
thenf  will  always  be  set  off  against  each  other; 
and  I  consider  the  cessation  of  their  claims  to 
treaties  as  valuable."  (Doc.  102,  p.  675.) 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  minister  to  France, 
Awil  27,  1803,  says :  "  The  payment  for  ille- 
gal captures,  with  damans  and  indemnities, 
was  demanded  on  one  side,  and  the  renewal 
of  the  treaty  of  1778  on  the  other ;  they  were 
considered  as  of  equal  value,  and  they  only 
formed  the  subject  of  the  2d  article."  (Doc. 
102.  p.  717.) 

James  Madison  (then  Secretary  of  State|, 
Feb.  6,  1804,  says:  "The  claims  from  which 
France  was  released  were  admitted  by  France, 
and  the  release  was  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion in  a  correspondent  release  of  the  United 
States  from  certain  claims  on  them."  (Doc. 
102,1).  795.) 

John  Marshall  (one  of  the  ministers)  says: 
"  I  would  positively  oppose  any  admission  of 
the  claim  of  any  Frencn  citizen,  if  not  accom- 
panied with  the  admission  of  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  for  property  captured  and 
condemned  for  want  of  a  role  a'equinage. 
My  reason  for  conceiving  that  this  ought  to 
be  tdpulated  expressly,  was  a  conviction  that 
if  it  was  referred  to  commissioners,  it  would 
be  committing  absolutely  to  chance  as  com- 
plete a  right  as  any  individual  ever  possessed." 
(Journal,  p.  471,  No.  316.) 

'*  He  (Onief  Justice  Marshall)  stated  that, 
having.been  connected  with  the  events  of  that 
period,  and  conversant  with  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  claims  arose,  he  was,  from 
his  own  knowledge,  satisfied  that  there  was 
the  strongest  obligation  on  the  government  to 
compensate  the  sufferers  by  the  French  spolior 
tions."  (Letter  from  Hon.  W.  C.  Preston,  U. 
S.  Senator,  S.  C.) 

Timothy  Pickering  (Secretary  of  State  in 
1800)  says :  **  If  the  relinquishment  (of  these 
claims)  had  not  been  made,  the  present 
French  government  (1824)  would  be  respon- 
sible; consequently,  the  relinquishment  by 
our  own  ^vemment  having  been  made  in 
consideration  that  the  French  government  re- 
linquished its  demand  for  a  renewal  of  the 
old  treaties,  then  it  seems  clear  that,  as  our 
government  applied  the  merchants'  property 
to  buy  off  those  old  treaties,  the  sums  so  ap- 
plied should  be  reimbursed."  (Letter  19Ui 
November,  1824). 

Monsieur  Roederer  (one  of  t^e  French  minis- 
ters who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  1800)  said, 
in  the  legislative  assembly,  26th  November, 
1801 :  "  Thb  suppression  (of  the  2d  article) 
is  a  prudent  and  amicable  renunciation  of  the 
respective  pretensions  which  were  expressed  in 
that  article." 

Napolef>n  Bonaparte  (First  Consul  in  1800) 
says:  '*The  suppression  of  this  article  at 
once  put  an  end  to  the  privileges  which 
France  had  by  the  treaties  of  1778,  and  an- 
o oiled  the  just  claims  which  America  might 
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have  made  for  injuries  done  in  time  of  peace. 
(Gourgaud's  Memoirs,  vol.  2,  p.  95.^ 

The  following  states  have  at  various  times 
recommended  to  Confess  to  make  appropria- 
tions for  the  indemnity  of  sufferers  by  these 
spoliations :  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut, Ohio,  Delaware,  Alabama,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  Louisiana,  Arkansas. 

In  January,  1803,  a  report  of  the  facts, 
favorable  to  the  claimants,  was  made  by  a 
committee  consisting  of  Giles,  of  Virginia; 
Mitchill,  of  New  York ;  Lowndes,  of  South 
Carolina ;  Milledge,  of  Georgia ;  Tallmadge, 
of  Connecticut ;  Williams,  of  North  Carolina ; 
Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and  €^gg,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

February  18,  1807.  Another  committee, 
consisting  of  Marion,  of  South  Carolina; 
Eppes,  of  Virginia ;  George  Clinton,  of  New 
York ;  Tallmadge,  of  Connecticut ;  Cutts,  of 
Massachusetts ;  Dickson,of  Tennessee;  Blount, 
of  North  Carolina ;  Findlay,  of  Pennsylvania^ 
and  Tanney,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  re- 
port, containing  the  following  emphatic  de- 
claration :  that  "  this  government,  by  ezpune- 
ing  the  second  article  of  our  convention  wiUi 
France,  of  the  30th  September,  1800,  became 
bound  to  indemnify  the  memorialists  for  those 
just  claims  which  they  otherwise  would  have 
rightfully  had  on  the  government  of  France." 
Subsequent  reports  to  the  same  effect  (twenty- 
six  in  number),  were  made  by  committees 
of  both  Houses,  at  the  head  of  which  stood 
Edward  Livingston,  Holmes,  Webster,  Eve- 
rett, Wilkins,  Chambers,  Howard,  Archer, 
Morehead,  Cushing,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Choate, 
Clayton,  and  Truman  Smith  (exclusive  of  the 
reports  in  both  Houses  of  the  present  Con- 
gress), while  not  a  single  adverse  report  has 
been  made  by  the  majority  of  any  committee 
in  either  House  since  the  year  1826,  when, 
by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  they  were  first 
put  in  possession  of  all  the  documents  con- 
nected with  these  transactions. 

The  irresistible  conclusion  from  the  pre- 
ceding facts,  supported  by  the  uncontradicted 
testimony  of  many  of  the  most  eminent  states- 
men known  in  our  country,  and  who  are  per- 
sonally cognisant  of  those  facts,  is,  that  an 
immense  amount  of  the  proper^  of  private 
citizens  has  been  used  to  purchase  for  the 
government  a  release  from  treaty  obligations^ 
which,  had  they  been  insisted  on  bv  France, 
and  performed  by  us,  would  have  led  to  in- 
calculable national  injury. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  (arti- 
cle 5  of  amendments)  provides  that  "  private 
property  shall  not  be  taken  for  the  public  use 
without  just  compensation." 

In  the  words  of  Edward  Livingston,  him- 
self an  active  participant  in  the  politics  of 
that  day,  "  If  so,  can  there  be  a  doubt,  inde- 
pendent of  the  constitutional  provision,  thai 
the  sufferers  are  entitled  to  indemnity  ?  Un» 
der  that  provision,  is  not  this  right  converted 
into  one  that  we  are  under  the  most  solemn 
obligation  to  satisfy  7" 
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RemarkB  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  on  the 
bill  concerning  French  Spoliations  previous  to 
iHOi),  in  the  Senate,  Jan.  13,  1835  :^ 

Mr.  Prentiss  said,  that  haying  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill 
under  consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that 
he  would  express  some  opinion  upon  its 
merits.  Were  it  not  for  this  circumstance, 
said  Mr.  P.,  I  certainly,  should  not  detain  the 
Senate  a  moment  with  any  remarks  of  mine : 
but  considering  the  situation  in  which  the 
Senate  did  me  the  honor  to  place  me  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bill,  connected  with  its  acknow- 
ledged great  importance,  both  to  the  country 
Ana  the  claimants,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be- 
come me  to  remain  entirely  silent.  I  shall 
not,  however,  sir,  expose  myself  to  the  impu- 
tation of  inexcusable  arrogance,  as  I  surely 
•hould  do,  by  taking  a  course  which  might 
imply  a  belief  on  my  part,  that  I  can  add  any- 
thing, especially  after  the  full  and  able  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  to 
the  discussion  which  the  suY)ject  has  already 
received.  I  shall  rather  avoid  going  at  large 
into  the  matter,  and  content  myself  with  a 
somewhat  general  expression  of  my  opinion, 
adverting,  very  briefly,  to  some  of  the  more 
prominent  facts,  principles,  and  reasons,  on 
which  that  opinion  has  been  formed. 

It  may  be  proper,  sir,  to  observe,  in  the 
outset,  that  I  shall  forbear  to  enter  at  all  into 
the  inquiry,  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said  here,  whether  war  in  fact  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  the  effect  of 
such  a  state  of  things  upon  the  claims,  or  how 
far  the  government  was  bound  to  proceed  in 
enforcing  the  claims;  because,  in  my  judg- 
ment, all  these  inquiries  are  superseded  by 
the  treaty,  are  altogether  irrelevant,  and  would 
confuse  and  embarrass,  rather  than  elucidate 
the  subject.  The  United  States,  in  my  opinion, 
are  bound  }}y  the  principles  assumed  and 
acted  upon  in  the  negotiation,  and  cannot  now 
recede  from  thom.  We  are  bound,  as  it 
respects  these  claims,  to  look  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  treaty  was  negotiated  and  con- 
cluded ;  and  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  behind 
or  aside  of  the  negotiation  and  the  treaty,  and 
assume  grounds  inconsistent  with  those  on 
which  the  two  governments  conducted  the 
negotiations,  and  upon  which  the  treaty  was 
finally  concluded. 

Passing  by,  then,  sir,  all  this,  and  I  say  it 
with  becoming  deference,  as  in  my  apprehen- 
sion unnecessarily  introduced  into  the  discus- 
sion, it  appears  to  me  that  the  case,  notwith- 
standing the  documents  connected  with  the 
Bubiect  are  extremely  voluminous,  is  embraced 
witliin  very  narrow  limits.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
neither  complex  nor  difficult,  but  resolves 
itself,  when  aivested  of  all  irrelevant  matter, 
into  two  simple  points  or  propositions.  The 
first  goes  to  the  validity  and  justice  of  the 
claims  originally  against  France ;  the  second, 
to  the  release  or  surrender  of  the  claims  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
sideration of  an  equivalent  received.    If  the 


affirmative  of  these  two  propositions  is  estab- 
lished, the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to 
indemnify  the  claimants,  would  seem  to  be  a 
conclusion,  to  which  every  enlightened  mind 
guided  by  a  sense  of  justice  and  good  faith, 
must  necessarily  come. 

These  claims,  sir,  which  are  now  so  much 
contested,  ^ew  out  of  acts  committed  by 
France  in  violation  of  the  plainest  principles 
of  national  law;    acts  characterized  by  an 
enormity  of  violence  and  injustice,  of  which 
there  is  scarcely  a  parallel  in  history.    This 
has  already  been  sufficiently  enlarged  upon  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  here ;  and  on  this 
point  I  need  only  to  refer,  generally,  to  the 
instructions  to  our  ministers  to  France,  to 
their  correspondence,  to  the  various  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  1798  in  relation  to  France, 
to  the  debates  in  Congress  of  that  period,  and 
to  the  general  sense  of  the  nation  as  expressed 
in  the  public  journals  of  the  time.    These  all 
bear  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  flagrant 
and  inexcusable  wrongs  committed  by  France 
on  the  property  of  our  citizens ;  and  they  con- 
sequently establish  beyond  all  question,  the 
1'ustice  of  the  claims  on  France  for  indemnity, 
ndeed,  sir,  the  justice  of  the  claims  was  uni- 
formly asserted  and  urged  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  throughout  we  negotia- 
tion.   Not  only  so,  the  justice  of  the  cTaims 
was  never  denied  by  France.  Mr.  Livingston, 
who  has  examined  the  subject  with  his  usual 
characteristic  ability  and  love  of  justice,  in 
his  report  says,  that  the  justice  of  the  claims 
was  admitted  by  various  acts  of  the  French 
^vemment ;  and  he  refers  particularly  to  the 
mformal  negotiations  carried  on  in  179T,  when 
a  commission  was  proposed  to  be  established 
to  liquidate  the  amount,  to  be  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  claimants  as  a  loan  to  France. 
And  Mr.  Livingston  adds,  that  the  justice  of 
the  claims  was  admitted  in  all  the  subsequent 
negotiations. 

France,  then,  sir,  did  not,  as  she  certainly 
could  not,  deny  the  validity  of  the  claims.  On 
the  contrary,  she  admitted  them,  and  set  up 
counter  claims  on  her  part;  claims  of  in- 
demnity for  the  non-peril)rmanoe  of  engage- 
ments contained  in  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
commerce  of  1778.  These  eugagements,  and 
particularly  that  which  has  been  so  often  re- 
ferred to  here,  guaranteeing  for  ever  to  France 
her  West  India  islands,  it  is  well  known,  were 
extremely  perplexing  and  embarrassing  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  They 
had  put  in  jeopard v  the  neutralitv  and  peai« 
of  the  country.  France  insisted  upon  tho 
execution  of  these  en6;agements,  and  also 
demanded  a  compensation  for  their  nou-i)er- 
formance. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  there  was  no  foundati^m 
for  these  demands  on  the  part  of  France,  )»o- 
cauRC  the  guarantee  was  not  a  subsist in;r 
guarantee,  but  had  been  put  an  end  to,  t«v- 
gether  with  the  other  engati^ements  in  the  triMi- 
ties,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1798.  Yes,  sir, 
the  act  of  Congress  referred  to,  it  is  trut». 
did  profess  to  annul  the  treaties ;  and  it  was 
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Ihat  very  act  which  oonsommated  the  breach 
of  the  treaties  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  showed  conclusively  that  France 
was  right,  at  least,  in  the  fact  upon  which  she 
found^  her  claims.  The  breach  of  the  trea- 
ties commenced  at  an  early  day,  and  had  con- 
li&ued  for  years,  and  that  breach  was  rendered 
entire,  complete,  and  perfect,  by  the  act  of 
which  gentlemen  speak.  Scarcely  more  than 
a  dozen  years  had  elapsed,  after  France  had 
jMot  her  fleets  and  armies  to  fight  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  battles  of  freedom,  and  help 
acbieve  their  independence,  before  they  forgot 
and  began  to  disregard  the  engagements  they 
had  entered  into  with  her.  For  this  there 
oould  be  no  possible  excuse  but  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-preservation.  Solemn  obligations 
rested  upon  the  United  States,  and  nothing 
bat  necessity,  absolute,  invincible  necessity, 
iHsing  out  of  the  new  and  extraordinary  state 
of  things  existing  in  Europe,  could  be  urged 
as  an  excuse  for  the  non-performance  of  the 
obligations.  But  if  unexpected  events,  and 
unprecedented  circumstances  abroad,  rendered 
the  United  States  unable  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
loentSy  in  terms,  without  hazarding  their  na- 
tional prosperity,  and  perhaps  their  national 
existence,  they  could  at  least  yield,  and  were 
bound  by  every  principle  to  render  to  France, 
a  reasonable  e(juivalent. 

Admitting,  sir,  that  the  United  States  might 
well  excuse  themselves  from  a  specific  execu- 
tion of  the  stipulations  in  the  treaties,  on  the 
special  and  extraordinary  grounds  stated,  they 
ooiild  not  absolve  themselves  from  the  obliga- 
tion  which  common  reason  and  common  justice 
would  substitute  in  nloce  of  the  stipulated 
duties.  The  act  of  Oongress,  it  is  true,  was 
a  solemn  and  formal  declaration,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  would  not 
execute  the  treaties ;  but  it  did  not  annul  the 
general  obligation  growing  out  of  the  treaties, 
or  extingubh  the  right  of  France  to  insist 
upon  the  alternative,  either  of  their  fulfil- 
ment, or  an  indemnity  in  lieu  of  their  fulfil- 
ment. In  what  code  of  laws  or  morals,  it 
may  be  asked,  is  the  principle  to  be  found, 
which  enables  one  contracting  party,  bv  his 
own  act  and  at  his  own  will,  to  cancel  the 
obli^tion  of  a  contract,  and  completely  annul 
all  right  whatever  of  the  other  party  under  it  ? 
On  general  principles  of  law,  when  a  contract  is 
broken  by  a  refusal  to  perform  it,  a  new  right 
results — a  ri^ht  to  demand  and  have  a  com- 
pensation in  dtunages  for  the  non-performance. 
Neither  the  act  of  Congress  which  declared  the 
treaties  void  and  no  longer  obligatory,  nor  the 
great  inconvenience  and  danger  which  mijght 
attend  the  execution  of  them,  could  extinguish, 
or  in  any  way  afiect,  the  risht  of  France,  at  any 
rate,  to  an  indemnity.  That  right,  at  least, 
fitill  remained,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  or 
inability  of  the  United  States  to  perform  their 
engagements,  and  could  be  avoided,  if  avoided 
at  alX  only  upon  other  justifiable  rounds, 
existing  distinct  from  and  independent  of 
those  considerations.  The  most  that  can  be 
■aid  ifly  that,  by  the  act  the  United  States  pre- 


scribed to  themselves  their  own  rule  of  action 
under  the  treaties.  This  they  might  do.  They 
could  enact  for  themselves,  but  could  not  enact 
for  France,  and  to  say  that  their  refusal  or 
even  incapacity  to  execute  the  treaties,  de- 
stroyed all  right  of  France,  arising  out  of  the 
treaties,  and  especially  the  right  to  an  indem- 
nity for  their  non-performance,  would  be 
giving  to  those  considerations  an  effect  which 
does  not  belong  and  cannot  be  legitimately 
ascribed  to  them. 

The  stipulations  in  the  treaties,  it  should 
be  remembered,  sir,  were,  in  terms  absolute, 
unqualified,  perpetual  engagements ;  and  if 
the  United  States  should  not  recognise  them  as 
subsisting  obligations,  to  be  specincally  execu- 
ted by  them,  they  could  not  oeny,  and  did  not 
deny,  that  France  was  entitled  to  an  equivalent 
for  their  non-performance.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  United  States  did  not  set  up  the 
unwarrantable  depredations  committed  by 
France  upon  their  commerce,  in  bar  or  avoid- 
ance of  her  claims,  but  urged  these  wrongful 
acts  as  grounds  of  distinct,  substantive  claims 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  against  her. 
The  respective  claims  were  treated  as  inde- 
pendent, cross  claims,  existing  and  resting  on 
their  own  separate  foundations,  and  to  be  settled 
and  adjusted  according  to  their  separate,  intrin- 
sic merits.  France  insisted,  ana  continued  to 
insist,  upon  her  demands,  up  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  of  1800.  In  the  formation  of 
that  treaty,  the  claims  of  both  governments 
were  recognised  as  subsisting  claims,  and 
agreed  to  be  made  the  sul^'eot  of  further  nego- 
tiation at  a  future  period.  By  a  provision, 
however,  subsequently  annexed  to  the  treaty 
by  the  French  government,  and  assented  to 
by  the  United  States,  the  claims  of  the  two 
governments  were  mutually,  released  or  sur- 
rendered ;  those  on  one  side  being  given  up 
in  consideration  of  the  abandonment  of  those 
on  the  other. 

This,  sir,  is,  essentially  and  in  short,  the 
history  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  the  summary 
of  the  whole  matter  is,  that,  in  the  final  result^ 
the  government  of  the  United  States  released 
France  from  the  private  claims  of  our  citizens, 
for  a  like  release,  on  the  part  of  France,  of 
claims  growing  out  of  national  obligations 
imposed  upon  the  United  States  by  treaties. 
That  the  release  of  the  claims  on  the  one  side 
was  considered  and  treated  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  release  of  the  claims  on  the  other,  is 
evident  from  the  whole  course  of  the  negotia- 
tion, from  the  treaty  itself,  and  also  from  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  which 
has  already  been  several  times  adverted  to  in 
the  debate.  That  letter  is  so  direct  to  the 
point,  and  its  language  withal  so  express 
and  emphatic  on  the  subject,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  recur  to  it  again. 

Mr.  Madison  says :  "  The  claims  from  which 
France  was  released  were  admitted  by  France; 
and  the  release  was  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration in  a  correspondent  release  of  the 
United  States  from  certain  claims  on  them." 

Mr.  Madison,  from  his  connexion  with  the 
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government,  must  have  known  the  under- 
Btandiug  which  existed  at  the  time ;  and  no 
one  can  doubt  that  his  intimate  acquaintance 
with  public  affairs  enabled  him  to  ^ive  a  true 
construction  to  the  transaction.  His  assertion 
is  high  authority  to  show  that,  in  the  under- 
standing of  the  government,  as  well  as  in  fact, 
the  United  States  did  receive  an  equivalent  or 
valuable  consideration  for  the  release  of  the 
claims.  That  this  was  so,  is  further  manifest 
from  the  instructions  given  to  our  ministers 
to  Franco  in  1797,  wmch  were  particularly 
referred  to  a  few  days  since  by  the  senator 
from  Rhode  Island.  By  those  instructions, 
our  ministers  were  authorized  to  stipulate 
with  the  French  government  to  pay  them  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  aoIlarB  annu- 
allv,  in  lieu  of  the  guarantee  engagement. 

In  short,  sir,  without  going  further  into 
particulars,  I  think  it  may  be  safely  affirmed 
that  this  view  of  the  case  is  supported  by  the 
whole  mass  of  documentary  evidence ;  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  no  one  can  read  the  volume 
or  documents  connected  with  the  subject, 
without  being  entirely  satisfied,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  claims  were  just,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  that  they  were  relieved  for  a 
valuable  consideration  received. 

If  these  two  propositions  are  true ;  if  the 
claims  were  just,  were  so  admitted  by  France, 
and  were  surrendered  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
discharge  of  the  United  States  from  important 
national  obligations,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  appropriated  private  pro- 
perty to  public  use;  and  according  to  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the 
principles  of  national  justice,  it  is  bound  to 
make  compcmsation  to  the  injured  individuals. 

Sir,  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying, 
that  I  have  spent  a  considerable  portion  of 
my  humble  life  in  studying  the  principles  of 
law  and  equity,  and  applying  them  to  the 
affairs  and  transactions  of  men  ;  and  if  I  have 
imbibed  any  just  conception  of  those  princi- 
ples, it  would  be  difficult  to  present  a  case 
against  the  government  of  more  clear  and  un- 
deniable equity.  I  may  also  add,  that  per- 
haps no  one  here  has  less  reason  to  favor  these 
claims  than  I  have.  In  the  state  from  which 
I  come,  there  is  not  probably  an  individual 
who  will  derive  from  this  bill  the  value  of  a 
cent.  The  people  there  have  no  interest  in 
the  matter,  other  than  an  interest  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  public  faith,  and  maintain,  un- 
impaired, the  character  of  the  government  and 
the  country  for  honor  and  justice.  In  this 
Ihey  have,  and  I  trust  will  always  feel,  a  deep 
interest.  It  never  can  be  otherwise  with  a 
])eople,  where  liberty  and  law  prevail,  where 
trutn  and  justice  are  revered,  and  maintain 
their  proper  ascendancv  over  the  minds  of 
men.  Such  a  people  will  neither  barter  away 
national  honor  for  money,  nor  withhold  money 
at  the  expense  of  the  national  honor  and 
justice;  and  I  could  hardly  fail  to  incur 
leproach  from  the  people  of  the  stato^I  repre- 
sent, if  I  were  to  refuse  niy  vote  in  favor  of 
claims,  the  payment  of  which  ia  demanded, 


as  in  my  judgment  it  clearly  is  in  this  oase^ 
by  the  high  considerations  of  national  honor 
and  national  justice. 

Sir,  to  falsify  one's  own  words  and  acts,  we 
can  readily  see,  would  disgrace  an  indi- 
vidual ;  and  I  am  altogether  unable  to  un<ler- 
stand  how  the  same  thing  can  fail  to  dishonor 
the  government.  The  simple  question  pre- 
sented for  my  consideration  and  decision,  and 
for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  every 
honorable  senator,  is,  is  this  money  justly  due. 
from  the  government  ?  And  in  deciding  this 
short  question,  I,  for  one,  cannot  allow  myself 
to  yield  to  arguments,  however  ingenious  or 
plausible,  which  are  founded  upon  assump- 
tions totally  repugnant  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  negotiations  with  France,  and  flatly  con- 
tradicted by  the  uniform  declarations  and  acts 
of  the  American  government. 

The  French  Spoliation  Bill  passed  Congress 
twice :  once  during  the  29th  and  again  during 
the  33d  Congress.    It  was  vetoed  both  times. 

President  Polk's  veto  message  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Washington,  Aug.  8,  1846. 
lb  the  SenaU  of  the  United  StaUs  ; 

I  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  origin- 
ated, the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of  claims 
of  American  citizens  for  spoliations  committed 
by  the  French  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1801," 
which  was  presented  to  me  on  the  Gth  instaiit^ 
with  my  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law. 

In  attempting  to  give  the  bill  the  careful 
examination  it  requires,  difficulties  presented 
themselves  in  the  outset,  from  the  remoteness 
of  the  period  to  which  the  claims  belong,  the 
complicated  nature  of  the  transactions  in  which 
they  originated,  and  the  protracted  negotia- 
tions to  which  they  led  between  Francxi  and 
the  United  States.  The  short  time  intervening 
between  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  Congress, 
and  the  approaching  close  of  their  session,  as 
well  as  ttie  pressure  of  other  official  duties, 
have  not  permitted  me  to  extend  my  examina- 
tion of  the  subject  into  its  minute  details.  But^ 
in  the  consideration  that  I  have  been  able  io 
give  to  it,  I  find  objections  of  a  grave  character 
to  its  provisions. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  provided 
for  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  five  millions 
of  dollars.  1  can  perceive  no  legal  or  equitable 
ground  upon  which  this  large  appropriation 
can  rest.  A  portion  of  the  claims  have  been 
more  than  half  a  century  before  the  govern- 
ment, in  its  executive  or  legislative  depart- 
ments, and  all  of  them  had  their  origin  in 
events  which  occurred  prior  to  1800.  Sinoe 
1802  they  have  been  from  time  to  time  before 
Congress.  No  greater  necessity  or  propriety 
exists  for  providing  for  these  claims  at  this 
time  than  has  existed  for  near  a  half  a  century ; 
during  all  which  period  this  questionable 
measure  has  never  until  the  present  time  re- 
ceived the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 
It  is  scarcely  prouable.  if  the  claims  had  beeo 
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regarded  as  obligatory  upon  ihe  government, 
or  eoDBtitating  an  equitable  demalid  upon  the 
tUMury,  that  those  who  were  contemporar 
neons  with  the  eyents  which  gave  rise  to  it, 
tfaonld  not  lone  since  have  done  justice  to  the 
elaknants.  Tne  treasury  has  of)^n  been  in  a 
OQodition  to  enable  the  government  to  do  so 
withoat  inconvenience,  if  the  claims  had  been 
ooDodered  just.  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  fully 
ougniaant  of  the  early  dissensions  between  the 
goremment  of  the  United  States  and  France, 
oat  of  which  the  claims  arose,  in  his  annual 
menage  in  1808,  adverted  to  the  large  surplus 
then  in  the  treasury,  and  its  **  probable  accu- 
mulation/' and  inquired  whether  it  should  lie 
^*  unproductive  in  the  public  vaults ;"  and  yet 
these  claims,  thouzh  then  before  Congress, 
were  not  recognised  or  paid.  Since  that  the 
publie  debt  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the  war 
of  1812  has  been  extinguished,  and  at  several 
periods  since  the  treasury  has  been  in  posses- 
sion of  large  surpluses  over  the  demands  upon 
it  In  18§6  the  surplus  amounted  to  many 
minions  of  dollars,  and,  for  want  of  proper 
objects  to  which  to  apply  it,  it  was  directed  by 
Congress  to  be  deposited  with  the  states. 

During  this  extended  course  of  time,  em- 
bracing periods  eminently  favorable  for  satis- 
fvine  ul  just  demands  upon  the  government, 
the  eudms  embraced  in  tnis  bill  met  with  no 
&vor  in  Congress,  beyond  the  reports  of  com- 
mitteee,  in  one  or  the  other  branch.  These 
cirooniBtances  alone  are  calculated  to  raise 
strong;  doubts  in  respect  of  these  claims ;  and 
eepeeiallj  as  all  intbrmation  necessary  to  a 
correct  judgment  concerning  them  has  been 
long  before  the  public.  These  doubts  are 
strengthened  in  my  mind  by  the  examination 
1  have  been  enabled  to  ^ve  to  the  transaction 
in  which  they  originated. 

The  bill  assumes  that  the  United  States 
have  beoome  liable  in  those  ancient  transac- 
tions to  make  reparation  to  the  claimants  for 
ii^jories  committed  by  France.  Nothing  was 
obtained  for  clumants  by  negotiation ;  and 
the  bill  assumes  that  the  government  has  be- 
come many  wa^  responsible  for  these  claims. 
The  limited  tmae  allowed  me,  before  your 
adjoomment,  makes  it  impossible  to  reiterate 
the  &ctB  and  arguments  by  which,  in  preced- 
ing Congresses,  these  claims  haVe  been  suo- 
oessfully  resisted.  The  present  is  a  period 
particularly  unfavorable  for  the  satisfaction 
<if  claims  of  so  large  an  amount,  and,  to  say 
the  least  of  them,  of  so  doubtful  a  character. 
There  »  no  surplus  in  the  treasury.  A  public 
debt  of  several  millions  has  been  created 
within  the  last  few  years.  We  are  engaged  in 
a  forsi^  war,  uncertain  as  to  its  duration,  and 
involTing  heavy  expenditures;  to  prosecute 
which  war  Congress  nas,  at  its  present  session, 
authmsed  a  further  loan.  So  that,  in  effect, 
the  government,  should  this  bill  become  a  law, 
woara  have  to  borrow  money  and  increase  the 
publie  debt  to  pay  these  claims.  It  is  true 
that,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  payment  is 
directed  to  be  made  in  land  scrip  instead  of 
monflj,  bat  the  effect  upon  the  treasury  will 


be  the  same.  The  public  lands  constitute  one 
of  the  sources  of  public  revenue,  and  if  these 
claims  be  paid  in  land  scrip,  it  will,  from  the 
date  of  the  issue,  to  a  great  extent,  cut  off  from 
the  treasury  the  annual  income  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands ;  because  payments  for  the 
lands  sold  by  the  ^vernment  may  be  expected 
to  be  made  m  scrip  until  it  is  all  redeemed. 
If  these  claims  be  just,  they  ought  to  be  paid 
in  money,  and  nothing  less  valuable.  The  bill 
provides  that  they  shall  be  paid  in  land  scrip, 
whereby  they  are  in  effect  to  be  a  mortgage 
upon  the  public  lands  in  the  new  states — a 
mortgage,  too,  held  in  great  part,  if  not  wholly, 
by  non-residents  of  the  states  in  which  the 
lands  lie,  who  may  secure  these  lands  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions  of  acres,  and  then 
demand  for  them  exorbitant  prices  from  the 
citizens  of  other  states  who  may  desire  to  pur- 
chase them  for  settlements,  or  they  may  keep 
them  out  of  the  market,  and  thus  retard  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  the  state  in  which 
they  are  situated.  Why  this  unusual  mode 
of  satisfying  claimants  upon  the  treasury  has 
been  resorted  to,  does  not  appear.  It  is  not 
consistent  with  a  sound  public  policy.  If  it 
be  done  in  this  case,  it  may  be  done  in  all 
others.  It  will  form  a  preceaent  for  the  satis- 
faction of  all  other  stale  and  questionable 
claims,  and  would  undoubtedly  be  resorted  to 
by  all  claimants  who,  after  successive  trials, 
shall  fail  to  have  their  claims  recognised  and 
paid  in  money  by  Congress. 

The  biU  proposes  to  pay  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  paid  in  land  scrip,  and  provides 
*'  that  no  claim  or  memorial  shall  be  received 
by  the  commissioners"  authorized  by  the  act, 
*'  unless  accompanied  by  a  release  or  discharge 
of  the  United  States  from  all  other  and  fur- 
ther compensation  the  claimant  may  be  en- 
titled to  receive  under  tlie  provision  of  the 
act."  These  claims  are  estimated  to  amount 
to  a  much  larger  sum  than  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  yet  the  claimant  is  required  to 
release  to  the  government  all  other  compensa- 
tion, and  to  accept  his  share  of  a  fund  known 
to  be  inadeauate. 

If  these  claims  be  well  founded,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  claimants  to  repudiate  any  por- 
tion of  them,  and  the  remaining  sum  could 
hereafter  be  recovered.  The  bill  proposes  to 
pay  these  claims,  not  in  the  currency  known 
to  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  their  full 
amount. 

Passed,  as  this  bill  has  been,  near  the  close 
of  the  session,  and  when  many  measures  of 
importance  necessarily  demanded  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  ^ssibly  without  that  full 
and  deuberate  consideration  which  the  large 
sum  it  appropriates,  and  the  existing  state  of 
the  treasury  and  of  the  country,  demand,  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  withhold  my  appro- 
val, that  it  may  hereafter  undergo  tne  revi- 
sions of  Congress.  I  have  come  to  this  con- 
clusion with  regret.  In  interposing  my 
objections  to  its  becoming  a  law,  I  am  truly 
sensible  that  it  should  be  an  extreme  case 
which  would  make  it  the  duty  of  the  execotiTe 
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to  withhold  his  approval  of  any  bill  passed  bj 
Congress  upon  the  eround  of  its  expediency 
alone.    Sucn  a  case  I  consider  this  to  be. 

James  K.  Polk. 


Fugitive  Slaves. 

See  third  clause  of  second  section  of  fourth 
article  of  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  act  of  February  12,  1793,  provided  :— 

**  Rifc.  3.  That  when  a  peraon  held  to  labor  in  any  of  the 
Onilwl  StatHS,  or  in  either  of  the  territoriee  on  the  north* 
«e8t  or  fouth  of  the  rivw  Ohio,  under  the  laws  thereof 
•hall  eKcape  into  any  other  of  the  said  statet  or  territory, 
Ibe  person  to  whom  such  labor  or  serriee  may  be  due,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  is  hereby  empowered  to  seixe  or  arrest 
such  furtive  from  labor,  and  to  take  him  or  her  before  any 
jndtcH  of  the  Circuit  or  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
ceriding  or  being  within  the  state,  or  before  any  magintrate 
tf  a  county,  city,  or  town  corporate,  wherein  such  leisure 
or  arre«t  shall  be  made,  and  upon  proof;  to  the  satisfaction 
of  such  judge  or  magistrate,  either  by  orsl  testimony  or 
affidavit  taicen  before  and  certified  by  a  magintrate  of  any 
rach  state  or  territory,  that  the  person  so  seised  or  arrested 
doth,  under  the  laws  of  the  state  or  territory  from  which  he 
or  she  fled,  owe  service  or  labor  to  the  person  claiming  him 
or  h«r,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Judge  or  magistrate  to 
give  a  oertificate  thereof  to  such  claimant,  his  agent  or 
attorney,  which  shall  be  sufBdent  warrant  fbr  removing 
the  Mdd  fugitive  from  labor,  to  the  state  or  territory  from 
which  he  or  she  fled. 

"  See.  4.  That  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  and  wil- 
lingly obstruct  or  hinder  such  claimant,  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, in  so  seising  or  arrenting  such  fugitive  from  labor,  or 
shall  rescue  such  fugitive  from  such  claimant,  his  agent  or 
attorney,  when  so  arrested,  pursuant  to  the  authority  here- 
in given  or  declared ;  or  shall  harb6r  or  conceal  such  per- 
son, after  notice  that  he  or  she  was  a  fugitive  firom  labor,  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  for  either  of  the  said  offenoes,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars." 

Judicial  and  other  opinions  on  thi  subject. 

Judge  Baldwin,  in  the  case  of  Johnson  v. 
Tompkins,  said : — 

**  The  foundations  of  the  government  are  laid  and  rest  on 
the  rightn  of  property  in  naves,  and  the  whole  structure 
must  foil  by  disturbing  the  comer  stone." 

Edmund  Randolph,  in  the  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, said : — 

**  Were  it  right  to  mention  what  passed  in  convention  on 
tlie  occasion,  I  might  tell  you  that  the  SouUiem  stat««— 
even  South  Carolina  herself— ooneeived  this  property  to  be 
secured  by  these  words." 

Judge  Iredell,  in  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
fention,  referring  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  clause 
in  the  Constitution,  said : — 

"  In  some  of  the  Northern  states  they  have  emancipated 
all  of  their  slaves.  If  any  of  our  slaves  go  there,  and  re- 
main there  a  certain  time,  they  would  by  the  present  laws 
be  entitled  to  their  f^«edom,  so  that  their  masters  oould  not 

St  them  again.    This  would  be  extremely  pr^udicial  to  the 
habitants  of  the  Southern  states,  and  to  prevent  1^  this 
clause  is  inserted  in  the  Constitution." 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  in  the  South 
Carolina  Convention,  said : — 

**  We  have  obtained  a  right  to  recover  onr  slaves.  In  what* 
ever  part  of  America  they  may  take  refuge,  which  is  a  right 
we  had  not  before." 

Chief  Justice  Tilghman,  of  Pa.,  in  the  case 
of  Wright  V,  Deacon,  said : — 

**  Whatever  may  be  our  opii^ns  on  the  sul^ect  of  slavery, 
It  is  well  known  that  our  Southern  bre^ren  would  not 
have  conmnted  to  have  become  parties  to  a  constitution, 
under  which  the  United  States  have  enjoyed  so  much  pnxt- 
p^ty,  unless  their  property  in  slaves  had  been  secured. 
This  Constitution  has  been  adopted  bv  the  tn9  consent  of 
Ike  dtlaens  of  Pnuujlyania,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  tTtry  I 


man,  wbatover  may  bo  hli  oilee  or  ttatioii,  to  give  it  a  Mr 
and  eaadkl  constroetkm." 

The  Chief  Justice  cites  the  provision  in  thu 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  observes : — 

**  Here  is  the  principle :  the  ftigitlve  is  to  be  delivered  np 
on  dalm  of  the  master.  But  it  required  a  law  to  regulate 
the  manner  in  which  this  principle  should  be  reduced  to 

Sractice.    It  was  necessary  to  establish  some  mode  in  which 
be  daim  should  bo  made,  and  tho  f^tivo  bo  dattvwvd 
up." 

The  judge  then  quotes  the  enactment  on 
the  subject  by  Congress,  and  concludes  the 
opinion  as  follows : — 

*^It  plainly  appears  from  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of 
the  Constitution,  and  act  of  Congress,  that  the  fugitive  was 
to  be  delivered  up  on  a  summary  proceeding,  without  tbo 
delay  of  a  formal  trial  in  a  court  of  common  Uw.  But  if  be 
had  really  a  right  to  freedom,  that  right  was  not  impalr«d 
by  this  proceeding.  He  was  placed  just  in  the  situatW  In 
which  he  stood  before  he  fled,  and  might  prooeoute  his  right 
in  the  state  to  which  be  belonged." 

William  Rawle,  a  distinguished  jurist  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  Essay  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  speaking  of 
fugitives  from  justice  and  fugitives  from  ser- 
vice or  labor,  says : — 

**  To  the  two  latter  descriptions  of  persons  no  asylum  ran 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  siToniod.  Tho 
states  are  considered  as  a  common  fomily,  whoos  harmoD? 
would  be  endangered  if  they  were  to  protect  and  detain  sncn 
ftigltives  when  demanded  in  one  ease  by  the  executlvo 
authority  of  the  state,  or  pursued  In  the  other  1>y  the  p«r> 
son  daioaing  an  interest  in  their  serrico." 

Alexander  Hamilton  made  the  followin;;^ 
statement  to  the  New  York  Convention  assem- 
bled at  Poughkeepsie,  in  June,  1788,  to  pain* 
on  the  new  constitution  submitted  to  the  states 
by  the  General  Convention  assembled  at  Pliila- 
dclphia.  It  is  extracted  from  Elliot's  Jki- 
bates,  p.  212 : — 

"  In  order  that  the  committee  mky  understand  clearly  tT>« 
principles  on  which  the  General  Convention  acted,  I  think  it 
neoemary  to  explain  some  preliminary  circumf^nces. 

"  Sir,  the  natural  situation  of  thin  country  seeniN  to  iliriile 
its  interest  into  difTerent  classes.  There  are  navigntin?  and 
non-navigating  states — the  Northern  sre  properly  thi*  navi- 
gating states:  the  Southern  appear  to  posness  neitlif>r  the 
means  nor  the  spirit  of  navigation.  This  difference  t if  fit  tui- 
tion naturally  produces  a  dliisimilarity  of  interrnts  and 
views  respecting  foruign  commerce.  It  was  the  iTitirfst  r>f 
the  Northern  states  that  there  8hou1d  be  no  mtraints  nn 
their  navigation,  and  that  tbey  should  have  ftill  power,  ^y 
a  msjority  in  Congress,  to  make  commercial  regulations  In 
fiivor  of  their  own  and  In  restraint  of  Uie  nkvigation  of 
foreigners.  The  Southern  states  wished  to  imjiose  a  ^^- 
straint  on  the  Northern,  by  requiring  that  twcvtbinls  in 
Congress  should  be  requisite  to  pass  an  act  in  regulation  of 
commerce :  they  were  apprehensive  that  the  restraints  of  a 
navigation  law  would  discourage  forvigners,  and  by  obliging 
them  to  employ  the  shipping  of  the  Northern  states,  would 

{irobably  enhance  their  freight.    This  being  the  case,  th^y 
nsisted  strenuously  on  having  this  provision  engrafted  in 
the  Constitution ;  and  the  Northern  states  were  aa  anxious 
In  opposing  It"       •••••••♦ 

«  Much  has  been  s^d  of  the  impropriety  of  rypreseoting 
men  who  have  no  will  of  their  own :  whether  this  be  reason- 
ing or  declamation  I  will  not  presume  to  say.  It  is  tho  un- 
fortunate situation  of  the  Southern  states  to  have  a  grmt 
part  of  their  population  as  well  as  property  in  blacks.  TIm 
regulation  complained  of  was  one  result  of  the  spirit  of 
accommodation  which  governed  the  Convention ;  and  with- 
out Uiis  indulgence  no  union  could  possibly  have  been 
ftmned.  And,  sir,  considering  some  peculiar  advantages 
which  we  derive,  it  is  entirely  just  that  they  should  bo 
gratified.  The  Southern  states  possess  certain  staples.  t(v 
bacco,  rice,  indigo.  Ac  [and  now,  above  all,  cotton],  whirh 
must  now  be  capital  onjocts  in  treaUes  of  commerce  with 
Ibrelgn  nations;  and  the  advantages  whlHfi  they  nere««ari1y 
procure  in  these  treaties,  will  be  felt  throughout  all  tha 
sta««s. 
'*It  becamt  neoMiary,  therelbrsi  to  eompromiM,  or  tbt 
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CMvntSoa  would  hate  dlflwlTed  wlttioiiteffBetiiig'aiiTthliiff. 
WmM  it  h»,r9  bMD  wiM  and  prudent  In  tliat  bod  j,  in  thii 
tfrtOeal  iHttalion,  to  iMTe  dfaMxiad  their  coantryf  Na 
Ifftj  man  w]>o  bean  m^—ewtrj  wiee  man  in  the  United 
ilMa  mraM  lieve  eondemned  them.  The  OonrentSon  were 
ebttged  to  Mfijpoint  a  eommittee  fbr  aeeommodation.  In  this 
eomnlttee  the  arrangement  was  formed  as  it  now  ftand*, 
«rf  their  report  wae  aeeepted.  It  waa  a  delicate  point,  and 
t  wai  iiiiruiij  that  aU  partiea  iboald  be  indulged.** 


Mr.  Jostioe  Story  in  Book  3,  chap.  40,  of 
his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  considers  toother  the  subject 
of  fueitive  offenders  and  fugitive  slaves.  After 
quoting  the  clause  respecting  fugitives  from 
aorrice,  he  says : — 

'Thin  danee  wae  introdneed  into  the  Oonstitntion  eolely 
ftr  the  beoeflt  of  the  slaTeb(dding  statea,  to  enable  them  to 
ledalm  their  fogltiTe  slaTea  who  ihoald  hare  eeoaped  into 
•Uwr  itatee  where  flavery  wae  not  tolerated.  The  want  of 
tuth  a  proTiatoo  under  the  Confederation  waa  felt  as  a 
friamms  Ineonrenlenee  by  the  alaveholding  atatee,  alnee  in 
■any  atatea  no  aid  whataoeTer  would  be  allowed  to  the 
etwnvra,  and  ■ometimca,  indeed,  they  met  with  open  reaiat^ 


And  in  the  next  section  he  thus  expresses 
himself: — 

**  It  la  o1»Tloa8  that  theae  prorislonii  for  the  arreet  and  re* 
Moral  of  tagiUTe<i  of  both  claaMa  contemplate  Hummary  min- 
latcrlal  proraedinga,  and  not  the  ordinary  conrw  of  judicial 
imeatigattooa,  to  aaeertain  whether  the  eomplaiot  be  well 
ftmdaid,  or  the  daim  of  ownerahip  be  eatablished  beyond  all 
lagal  eootroreny.  In  eaaea  of  suflpected  erimea,  the  guilt  or 
faaoeeaeeof  the  party  ia  to  be  made  out  at  hia  trial,  and  not 
«pOB  the  prallm&ary  inquiry  whether  he  abtall  be  delirered 
«fk  All  tnat  would  aeem  in  euch  caaea  to  be  neceatary  ia, 
that  there  alioukl  be  prima  (belo  eridence  before  the  exeeu- 
tire  authority  to  aatiaty  Ita  Judgment  that  there  is  probable 
aaaae  tn  belieTe  the  party  guilty,  auch  aa  upon  an  ordinary 
vanant  would  Justlfr  hia  commitment  for  trial.  And  in 
ttneana  of  ftaigitiTe  alaTea  there  would  aeem  to  be  the  lame 
amsmtitj  of  raqnirlng  only  prima  fiacle  proofii  of  ownership, 
wKhout  putting  the  party  to  a  formal  aaaertlon  of  hia  righta, 
hy  a  tait  at  the  eommon  law.  Oongreaa  appear  to  hare 
acted  npoo  tUa  opinion;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  statute 
wpoa  tlda  auldect,  have  authorized  aummary  proceedinga 
Mbre  a  m^atrate,  upon  wtiich  lie  may  grant  a  warrant 
Ir  axMBoraL" 

In  the  case  of  The  Commonwealth  o.  Grif- 
fin, Chief  Justice  Parker,  of  Massachusetts, 
holds  this  language  :^ 

"Thia  btinga  the  caae  to  a  aingle  point,  whethn-  the  statute 
of  tha  United  Btatea,  giring  power  to  seise  a  slave  without 
a  wammt,  ia  eonatitutional  ?  It  ia  diflicult,  in  a  case  like 
tUB,  for  peraona  who  are  not  inhabitanta  of  slareholding 
to  prarent  prejudice  ftom  haring  too  strong  an  effect 
alnda.  We  must  reflect,  however,  that  tixe  Conatl- 
M  made  with  aome  atatea,  in  which  It  would  not 
to  the  mind  to  Inquire  whether  slaTee  were  property. 
It  waa  a  Tory  aarlona  queation  when  they  came  to  malce  the 
Ooostltstfon,  wliat  ahould  be  done  with  their  slaree.  They 
mS^i  have  kept  aloof  from  the  CTonstitution.  That  instrn- 
■MBt  waa  a  eompromlae.  It  was  a  compact  by  which  all 
mn  honnd.  We  are  to  oonaider,  then,  what  was  the  inten- 
tlosi  of  Um  Oonatitution.  The  worda  of  It  were  used  out  of 
laUeaf^,  ao  aa  not  to  oflend  aome  in  the  CouTention  whoae 
iielfnga  were  abhorrent  to  alavery ;  but  we  there  entered 
into  aa  agraament  that  alaves  ahould  be  con:»id«red  as  pro- 
perty. BlaTery  would  still  lure  continued,  if  no  Constita- 
tion  lud  l»een  made. 

**  Tha  Oonatttntion  does  not  praacrlbe  the  mode  of  reclaim- 
1^  a  dare^  but  leavea  it  to  be  determined  by  Oongress.  It 
ia  vwrr  dear  that  it  waa  not  intended  that  application 
Aoold  be  made  to  tha  ezeeutiTe  authority  of  the  atate.  It 
ia  aald  that  tlui  act  which  Congreaa  haa  paased  on  this  sub- 
laet,  ia  contrary  to  the  amendment  of  the  Oonstitution, 
■scaring  tlie  people  in  their  peraona  and  property  against 
■aixaraa.  Ac,  without  a  eomplaint  upon  oath.  But  ail  the 
farta  of  the  instrument  are  to  be  taken  together.  It  ia 
very  obrioua  that  alarea  are  not  partiea  to  the  Oonstitution, 
and  tlie  amendment  haa  relation  to  the  parties. 

**  It  ia  aald  that  when  a  aeiaure  la  made,  It  should  be  made 
aootormably  to  our  lawa  Thia  doea  not  follow  from  the 
Oonatitution ;  and  the  act  of  Congreaa  aaya  that  the  peraon 
la  wliom  the  aerrioe  ia  due  may  aeiaa,  <e.  Whether  the 
alatate  ia  a  harah  one,  Is  not  for  va  to  datarmlne. 

"BatniaoljeeUdythatapwioa  may  in  thia 


mannar  ariae  a  fVeeman.  It  may  ba  ao,  Irat  thia  woidd  ba 
attended  with  ml«ehl«TOiia  eonaaquaneaa  to  tlia  penon 
making  the  aeisore." 

In  the  case  of  Jack  and  Martin,  Chief 
Justice  Nelson,  of  New  York,  now  of  the  So* 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  indulged  in 
similar  reasons.    He  said : — 

**  The  counsel  for  the  plalntlfT  in  error  eontends,  the  mode 
of  making  the  claim  and  of  delirering  up  the  fugitive,  is  a 
subject  eKcIuslTely  of  state  regulation,  with  which  Oongreaa 
has  no  right  to  Interfere ;  and,  upon  this  view,  the  constW 
tutlonality  of  the  law  of  this  state  is  sought  to  be  sustained. 

'*  It  ia  material  to  look  into  the  object  of  thia  clause  of  tha 
Oonstitution,  the  eril  to  be  guarded  against,  and  the  natnra 
and  character  of  the  rights  to  be  protected  and  enforced,  tn 
order  to  comprehend  Ita  meaning,  and  determine  what 
powera,  and  to  what  extent,  may  be  rightfully  claimed 
under  it 

**  At  the  adaption  of  the  Oonstitntion,  a  amall  minority  (tf 
the  statea  had  abolished  slavery  within  their  limits,  either 
by  positive  enactment  or  judicial  abjudication;  and  tha 
Southern  states  are  known  to  have  been  more  deeply  intei^ 
ested  In  slave  labor  than  those  of  the  North,  where  slavery 
yet  to  some  extent  existed,  but  where  It  must  have  besfi 
seen  It  would  probably  aoon  disappear.  It  was  natural  for 
that  portion  of  the  Union  to  fear  that  the  latter  states  might, 
under  the  Influence  of  this  unhappy  and  exciting  sufctJeot,  ba 
tempted  to  adopt  a  course  of  legislation  that  would  embar> 
rasa  the  owners  pursuing  their  fugitive  slaves,  if  not  dia- 
charge  them  from  service,  and  Invite  escape  by  affording  a 
place  of  refuge.  They  ^ready  had  aome  experience  of  tlie 
perplexities  in  this  respect,  under  the  Confederation,  which 
contained  no  provision  on  the  sul^ect;  and  the  serioua  and 
almoat  Inaurmountable  difflcultiea  that  thia  apedea  of  pro- 
perty occasioned  in  the  Oonvention,  were  well  calculated  to 
confirm  their  strongest  apprehensions.  To  this  source  must 
be  attributed,  no  doubt,  tlie  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
and  which  directly  meets  the  evil,  by  not  only  prohibiting 
the  states  from  enacting  any  regulation  discharging  Uie 
slave  from  service,  but  by  directing  that  he  ahall  be  del^ 
vered  up  to  the  owner.  It  impllea  a  doubt  whether  they 
would.  In  the  exerciae  of  unrestrained  power,  regard  the 
righta  of  the  owner,  or  properly  protect  them  by  local  legia- 
latlon.  The  object  of  the  provision  being  thus  palpable.  It 
should  reoeive  a  oonatructlon  that  will  operate  moat  effecto- 
ally  to  accomplish  the  end  consistent  with  the  terms  of  It. 
This  we  may  reasonably  infer  will  be  in  aooordanoe  with 
the  intent  of  the  makers,  and  will  regard,  with  becoming 
respect,  the  riahts  of  those  especially  interested  In  its  exe- 
cution. A^liicn  power,  then,  was  It  intended  should  ba 
charged  with  the  duty  of  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  thia 
injunction  of  Uie  Oonatitution  should  be  carried  Into  effect, 
and  enforcing  ita  execution — the  atatea  or  Oongreaa?  It  ia 
very  clear.  If  left  to  the  former,  the  great  purpose  of  tha 

?rovision  might  be  defeated,  in  spite  of  the  Constitution, 
lie  states  might  omit  any  legislation  on  the  subject,  and 
thereby  leave  the  owner  without  any  known  means  1>y 
which  to  aasert  hia  righta:  or  they  might  ao  encumber  and 
emlMirrass  the  pmaecuUon  of  them,  as  that  their  le^latlon 
on  the  subject  would  be  tantamount  to  denial.  That  all 
this  could  not  be  done,  or  omitted,  without  disregarding  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  is  true,  but  the  proviHon  Itaelf  is 
founded  upon  the  aaaumption  that  without  it  the  acknow. 
lodged  ri};ht8  of  the  owners  would  not  be  observed  or  pro- 
tected :  it  was  made  in  express  terms  to  guard  against  a  poa> 
sible  act  of  injustice  by  the  state  authorities.  Tlie  Idea 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  Intended  to  leave  tha 
regulation  of  this  subject  to  the  states,  when  the  provision 
Itself  obviously  sprung  out  of  their  feara  of  partial  and 
unjust  legislation  by  the  statea,  in  respect  to  It,  cannot 
readily  be  admitted.  It  would  present  an  luconaisteney  of 
action,  and  an  unskilfulneas  In  the  adaption  of  means  for 
the  end  in  view,  too  remarkable  to  have  oeen  overlooked  by 
a  much  leaa  wise  botly  of  men.  They  must  naturally  have 
seen  and  felt,  that  the  spirit  apprehended  to  exist  In  the 
states,  which  made  this  provision  expedient,  would  be  able 
to  frustrate  its  object  in  reffulating  the  mode  and  manner 
of  carrying  It  Into  effect ;  tibat  the  remedy  of  the  evil  and 
the  sernrlty  of  righta  would  not  be  complete,  nnleaa  thia 
power  was  also  vested  in  the  national  government." 

Judge  Nelson's  opinion  was  aflSlrmed  by  the 
court  of  last  resort. 

Chancellor  Walworth,  in  giving  an  opinion 

upon  the  same  case,  said : — 

**  However  much,  therefore,  wc  may  deplore  the  exiatanaa 
of  slavery  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  aa  a  national  aa  well  aa 
a  local  avil,  yet,  aa  tha  right  of  tha  maatar  to  raelaiai  lua 
fOgiUva  slave  ia  aaeored  to  hin  by  tha  Fadaral  Omatitatka, 
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4t  Coiutimtlrm,  will  Entnvra  to  pr«»t  this  pnrld 


IsobUiilBf  aTwtnnDfhU    prlnetplB  MjipLlntiU 

lip  for  Oi»I    — ' 

Ulhrj  miM 


•  uppOHd  rilT*  It  iDTllld.' 


StAtA  of  PeDDdjlTania,  tbiia  defines  t£e  righU 
of  the  slaTe  owner  under  that  article  of'the 
Constitution : — 


.t*  nfulittDiu.    nwqiMiUon  li  Dotomof 
qiuBtliT  or  dacne,  bat  of  wlUiliolillu  st  (ODtnUIni  tin 
bdilnia  oT  ■  poriUn  ud  ntwilBta  r^t 
"irihli  In  B,UHnillUMliicMuiUlott»rl|bt  ktUeh 


n  of  hk  own 
n  not  tlis  iII|[btMt  bi 


ifinTE  IL     nil  faBdwirBUl 

■  uuij  ll  IDjalllilll,  Ulff  ftMlLif  ti  IKTlbTB  It  lA 
ilnulnd.    Tht  ctnuv  In  tmud  In  (ba  Nud-iul 


IwUdd.  ud  tiKDttT(.U  arr; 
ukl  dddid  Impoftd  bj  thfl  Cotcl 
"IlwUl  prnUblj  ba  Kiuud.  wb 


|gu  (Owl  sU  A*  liKbu 


rn  hbU.rtriil  bcw  ih 


ppllad,  which  raij  iwt  ill-iw.  *m  It  It  dnra  aat  partSnly 

HbUldi  mUJ  DHdlflTftllDdil  tb  ■■" "-'■■  ^  ' '■ — ' — 

linaaa.    Pgrbip*  (ba  Hftml  rnli 
>ni  be  IhiiBd  10  ba  to  lisk  tu  tl 


ilih  th^  layiil- 
■t  tb*  otitart  nf 


- n»fihli  S<!!!ii'rt^^'"  not  tha  ilbbtaat  baaJtiUon  I  '*!<"  ""i»  '"I" ?>  ™nan*lp  In  U-Jr  .!««,  u  p«i|»rty.  In 
bofilo,Uut,und.c™llnilrto.Df(baOoMliluUon,lha    aiuj  tUla  of  Ih.  Union.  Into wbWi  lb« n.l«h( aaapt  fcim 

mar  cifa  ibi*  la  alstbad  wllb  (Dtln  ■uthoTltT,  la  siarr  '  ""  ***"  "'""  ''")'  ""*  '^'^ '"  •"•""da. 

lUof  tba  tJblon.toailHandnaptan  hla  alita,  whai  I     ""^  f""  lam^rniMon  of  Ibla  riiht  and  tlUa  m  luila- 

at  b«andalt.«llbont  Hf  bm^of  lbtfmet,mtBt  >  P>u>Ua  to  tht  aacnrltr  DftlilaapnlraofpninnTliiaU  tba 

^ODDaUtatlw  ■UTpnparl/baaaidtoaiKBtaltaaU;    —" '■'■•-'         "-  '— - '  ' ■"•        .•-... 

d  ta  nauin  no  aid  fnm  ItflalatlDi),  (U(*  or  n>tkinaL 

"Bnt  tbactawaDtlboOooatllatkHi  doaa  nol  itopb«a: 

« Imdaad,  aouditantlj  wllb  lla  pntaaaad  otdarta,  aotiid  It 
ao.    Many  eana  moal  ariaa  la  wblch  If  tba  ramadT  of  tba 

mar  wan  amBnad  to  tba  man  rl^toT  adinra  ud  mp- 

>■,  ba  wvuld  ba  utturlj  wHIuat  uj  adiqiula  ndnaa.    tf» 

ij  not  ba  abia  to  Uj  bla  bunda  upon  Iha  ala*a.    lla  miy 

<t  ba  abla  to  enffwcu  bin  riitbta  agaluat  partini  wba  altfaar 

iao^t'o^o'Tht 


rabbUAtnii.lbFriKliMoftbana 


■UMad  bj  local  liKliilation  aa  to  Uh 
ownanihlp,  ui  to  the  nnirta  In  whleb 
tba  MkHi*  wUrb  ba  ua>  brinR.  or  I 

iBoompallbadellTnTor  tbaaUra.    . 

tlon  mjf  ba  nlUrlf  Inadcqnala  to  fkimlib 


unqiuliaacl  ilfhl.  on  tba  part  cif  11 


Itbrdsp 
«haldln( 
wHb,  i>c 

oTdaTn. 
....  jT»f(i.m 

7  wtj  naiJltj, 


>a  rlihl. ... 


laia  to  lumlib  tba  appnjpTlata    "pcn^r^j 
D«iia  in  rrm.  or  no  ipa^llc  sioda  I  fX"!,!     ' 


illlibtMt  bnluilon  I 
.•:  and  Ihrt  patbipa  aE>lnai  p-mmi  utltrlr  In-  "'  tbaOonrtllBllon.  i 
wortWaaiL    The  aUto  l^lflttlua  mar  •"  aDtlmlj  ,     J,'"^'!'^  ?'      ■"" 


_.1aatato  l^lflttlut 

Innomtlf  aa  wall  u  daatmaily  dona,  iJow  rtary  ilala  la 
parfartlruumwtantandhutbsaitliuiltcriitbl  to  pnwrllia 
IhanmadlHlo  lUcwoJudU^lil  tHbanili,  to  limit  tba  tla» 

problUl  or  dllcounlrnuiDa. 

-It  thercfcre  tba  clauaa  of  (ba  Onnniliittnn  bad  atnppad 
at  tba  mm  r«i>flDlLloI]  Df  (ba  rlffbl  withoul  prorldlnir  or 
contamillaLlng  anj  rneana  bj  whloh  It  bjl|;hC  be  BUtalJlabad 

plain  that  It  would  baTabaan,  In  nfraalTulatj  of  eaaca,  a 
daludva  and  vmptj  annunctalkm. 
■■  And  tbia  laada  ni  to  tba  conridarmlkin  of  Iba  othar  part 

uf  Itaa  partj  to  whom  aoih  labor  or  leralca  li  dna  t'    By 

art  How,iraRfiiaaluk<*pla«,lalbat%btofda1l>aAto 
ba  aafimadl  Upon  what  pnobf  Wban  and  undar  what 
cliTDiiIalanraa  abaU  (ba  pcandon  of  (ha  owner,  after  It  la 
Abtaibed,  be  nHKloalTa  nf  hla  right,  ao  aa  to  pnclvda  anT 
fUtbar  Inqnbi  and  aiaralnallon  iDto  It  br  local  (libnnaia 
oiatbatwlfa,whllaUiaaU>*l>bi  pmaialin - 


t  to  aalia  and  ntaka  fugHtn  •■■». 

fbaikd.  la,  nndcr  tba  CiHiatI 
:a.  poritlTa  ri(ht  and  dut;.  pa 
A  aqua]  and  anpmua  tbrna. 


jr(ba  Tnbm 

la  C(4iatltutl<4i|  mn|tiil«iMl 
iatj.  panailhtH  tba  wbid* 


'  Thaw  and  manr  Dlbar  qnaatloDi  will  raaCUlj  « 
Iba  allghtact  attnUon  to  tha  lUnaa,  and  It  la  obr 
Ibu  cnn  raadaa  but  ona  aulifKtorr  aniwar.  Tbi 
tb*  aM  of  lattihllon  to  ptoUrt  At  rijtfat.  to  an 


&t  the  period  rolVrrod  {o,  whii:L  in  valuable  fur 
the  high  source  from  which  it  eiuunateii : — 

tfliundareo 

allthalDcldi 


m  pnetka  ot  Ih*  tlnra  wi 

ntan  on  tha  InlinUiin  and  olyact  ot  tb*  pntUun. 
0D4laTabr>ldltiKatat(«D)ilbapiir 


nilltlm  traalf.    ' 

I  olftct  ot  tb*  H 


•uathVt  In  tbaataUfnmwhlctibahiidHiaiia'hliwxpa.  ilwaaiM 
r»mln  .  unrommon  fcr  Jbdnaa  to  rantand  to  a  ilaa*  aUI*.  bi  ha  triad. 
im  tha  I  apacaonofaolor.  ubinanlaana  tnaolalnirbliiflvadoiu!  and 
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In  wm  la  tha  nBtMBt  feaW  <(  MiBb  *i  • 
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'  of  raoosniMdobUgatioB,  their  power  andMBn^in  faintives  from  labor,  and  to  the  prompt  d»- 

^liSwUr.    The  right  of  the  owner  to  appwhend,  where  cnarge  01  Uie  QUWes  imposea  DJ  inis  acx. 

ive  eeiM  he  Mentiflfld  u  a  fhgitiTe,  wee  not  dtsputed,  See.  4.  And  DO  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■*KJ5S!**nie^  mnount^^  commissioners  above  named  shall  have  con- 
Mid  ite  aetfTcen^^^^a^owied^  by  common  Current  jurisdiction  with  the  judges  of  the 
«Bt   It  ezeented  ite  proTittons  hy  the  ectiTe  ooopersr  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of   tno  United 

tiM  of  rt»le  aatbority.  In  the  ftiMlment  of  what  th^  then  cx-*^-,  :„  ♦u^:,  ppanflotJvfl  pirrnifii  Mid  difi<xirtM 

M  a  consutauonai  doty.  The  duty  to  deiWer  ^laies  in  ineir  respecuve  Circuits  ana  aisuricwj 

toherefardedMeqnaitotherightoftheowner  vnthm  the  several  States,  and  tho  judges  of 


10  tamnd  hta  eeeaping  wrrwit    The  /w™/ <»i»3«' «P'  the  superior  courts  of  the  territories,  severally 

feHl  A  meaning  eo  pregnant  and  obTioon,  that  it  curled  witii         j        ii     x*     i       •      i.  x*  j  i.«    ■' 

tt  an  the  obli^tiona  by  common  consent,  growing  ont  of  Its  and  coLIectively,  m  term-time  and  vacation; 

we;  ai  It  traparted  a  conceded  right,  eo  it  wae  regarded  ai  and  shall  grant  certificates  to  SUCh  claimants, 
eoatatnlng  a  per«Bet  obligation.    The  dicUU  of  good  &iUi  ofttiafnntnrv  nroof  hflino-  mndp   with  au- 

ft«Bd  te  the  Don-elaTefaokUng  ctatee  no  dlspodtlon  to  evade  ^I^^  satlSIOClory  prooi  oemg  moae,  wim  au- 

ar  deny  ite  oMigationB.  The  fl«mert  of  the  Oonstitotion  thonty  to  take  and  remove  such  fugitives  frooi 

iiiwattimtheiiTingandhoneetex  service  or  labor,  under  the  restrictaons  herein 

■ai  actfva  operation.    The  jealousy  of  political  interest  waa  .       i   ^    xu      i.  *  ±       *l        r  u'  x. 

Bot  then  iiraDf  enongh  for  hostile  and  nnoonstitationai  contained,  to  the  state  or  territory  from  wnico 

lagMaUoa."  such  persons  may  have  escaped  or  fled. 

"  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 

Fuomn  Slave  Law  of  1850.  s^^^l  ^«  **^,«  d^*y  <>^  *]1  marshals  and  depu^ 

marshals  to  obey  and  execute  all  warrants 

An  Act  to  amend  and  supplementair  to  the  ^^  precepts  issued  under  the  provisions  of 

yt  eatitied  "  An  act  respecting  fugitives  this  act,  when  to  them  directed ;  and  should 

from  jusbce  and  persons  escapmg  from  the  ^y  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  refuse  to  re- 

*^^^io  1^^  masters,     approved  Feb-  ^eive  such  warrant  or  other  process  when 

msry  12,  1793.  tendered,  or  to  use  all  proper  means  dili- 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  gently  to  execute  the  same,  he  shall,  on  con- 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame-  viction  thereof,  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  one 

ffioa  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  persons  thousand  dollars,  to  the  use  of  such  claimant, 

who  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  appointed  on  the  motion  of  such  claimant,  by  the  Cir- 

oomnuBSsioners  in  virtue  of  any  act  of  Con-  cult  or  District  Court  for  the  district  of  such 

cresB,  by  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  marshal ;  and  after  arrest  of  such  fugitive  by 

States,  and  who,  in    consequence  of  such  such  marshal  or  his  deputy,  or  whilst  at  any 

appointment,  are  au^orized  to  exercise  the  time.in  his  custody  under  the  provisions  under 

j>owefB  that  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  this  act,  should  such  fugitive  escape,  whether 

BiAgiiitrate  of  any  of  the  United  States,  may  with  or  vrithout  the  assent  of  such  marshal  or 

exercise  in  respect  to  offenders  for  any  crime  his  deputy,  such  marshal  shall  be  liable  on  hia 

or  offence  agamst  the  United  States,  by  or-  official  bond  to  be  prosecuted  for  tlie  benefit 

renting,  imprisoning,  or  bailing,  the  same,  of  such  cKimant  for  the  full  value  of  the  ser^ 

under  and  oy  virtue  of  the  thirty-third  sec-  vice  or  labor  jf  said  fugitive,  in  the  state,  tor- 

tion  of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  September,  ritory,  or  district,  whence  he  escaped ;  and  the 

1789,  entitled, ''  An  act  to  establish  the  judi-  better  to  enable  the  saii  commissioners,  when 

eial  coorts  of  the  United  States,"  shall  be,  thus  appointed,  to  execute  their  duties  faith- 

and  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  fully  and  efficiently,  in  conformity  with  the 

exercise  and  discharge  all  the  powers  and  requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

dutiee  conferred  by  this  act.  States  and  of  this  act,  thej  are  hereby  autho- 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  rized  and  empowered,  within  their  cocnties, 

superior  court  of  each  organized  territory  of  respectively,   to  appoint,  in  writing,  ui«der 

the  United  States  shall  have  the  same  power  their  hands,  any  one  or  more  suitable  personi«« 

to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  acknowledg-  from  time  to  time,  to  execute  all  such  war- 

meats  of  bail  and  affidavits,  and  to  take  depo-  rants  and  other  process  as  may  be  issued  by  • 

ittions  of  witnesses  in  civil  causes,  which  is  them  in  the  lawful  performance  of  their  ro- 

now  possessed  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  spective  duties ;  with  authority  to  such  com- 

United  States;  and  all  commissioners  who  missionors,  or  the  persons  to  be  appointed  by 

ihall  hereafter  be  appointed  for  such  pur-  them,  to  execute  process  as  aforesaid  to  sumr 

poaes  by  the  superior  court  of  any  organized  mon  and  call  to  their  aid  the  bystanders,  or 

territory  of  the  United  States,  shall  possess  posse  comitatus  of  the  proper  county,  when, 

all  the  powers,  and  exercise  all  ^e  duties,  necessary  to  insure  a  faithful  observance  of 

conferred  by  law  upon  commissioners    ap-  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  referred  to,  in 

pointed  by  uie  Unitea  States  for  similar  pur-  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act ; : 

poses,  ana  shall  moreover  exercise  and  dis-  and  all  good  citizens  are  hereby  commanded 

charee  all  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  prompt  and  efficient 

hj  tms  act.  execution  of  this  law,  whenever  their  services 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  may  be  required,  as  aforesaid,  for  that  pur^ 

Ctrooit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  pose ;  and  said  warrants  shall  run  and  be 

•aperior  courts  of  each  organized  territory  of  executed  by  said  officers  anywhere  in  the 

the  United  States,  shall  from  time  to  time'  en-  state  within  which  tiiev  are  issued. 
Uige  the  number  of  commissioners,  with  a       Sec.  6.   And  be  it  turther  enacted,^  Thai 

view  ta  uSord  reasonable  facilities  to  reclaim  when  a  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  anx- 
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state  or  ierritory  of  the  United  States,  has 
heretofore    or   snail    hereafter    escape    into 
another  state  or  territory  of  the  United  States, 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due,  or  his,  her,  or  their  agent 
or  attorney,  duly  authorized  by  power  of 
attorney,  m  wridne,  acknowledged  and  cer- 
tified under  the  seal  of  some  le^  officer  or 
court  of  the  state  or  territory  m  which  the 
same    may  be    executed,  may  pursue    and 
reclaim  such  fugitiye  person,  either  by  pro- 
curing a  warrant  from  some  one  of  the  courts, 
judges,  or  commissioners  aforesaid,   of  the 
proper  circuit,  district,  or  county,  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  such  fugitive  from  service  or 
labor,  or  by  seizing  and  arresting  such  fugi- 
tive, where  the  same  can  be  done  without  pro- 
cess, and  by  takinc,  or  causing  such  person  to 
be  taken,  K>rthwith  before  such  court,  judge, 
or  commissioner,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
hear  and  determine  the  case  of  such  claimant 
in  a  summary  manner ;  and  upon  satisfactory 
proof  being  made,  by  deposition  or  affidavit, 
in  writing,  to  be  taken  and  certified  by  such 
eourt,  judge,  or  commissioner,  or  by  other 
satisfactory  testimony,  duly  taken  and  cer- 
tified by  some  court,  magistrate,  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  other  legal  officer  authorized  to  ad- 
minister an  oath  and  take  depositions  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  or  territory  from  which 
such  person  owing  service  or  labor  may  have 
escaped,  with  a  certificate  of  such  magistracy  or 
other  authority,  as  aforesaid,  with  the  seal  of  the 
proper  court  or  officer  thereto  attached,  which 
seal  shall  bo  sufficient  to  establish  the  compe- 
tency of  the  proof,  and  with  proof,  Ifidso  oy 
affidavit,  of  the  identity  of  the  person  whose 
service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  bo  due,  as  afore- 
said, that  the  person  so  arrested  does  in  fact 
owe  service  or  labor  to  the  person  or  persons 
claiming  him  or  her,  in  the  state  or  territory 
from  which  such  fugitive  may  have  escaped 
as  aforesaid,  and  that  said  person  escaped,  to 
make  out  and  deliver  to  sucn  claimant,  his  or 
her  agent  or   attorney,  a  certificate  setting 
forth  the  substantial  facts  as  to  the  service  or 
labor  due  from  such  fugitive  to  the  claimant, 
and  of  his  or  her  escape  from  the  state  or  ter- 
ritory in  which  such  service  or  labor  was  due, 
to  the  state  or  territory  in  which  he  or  she 
was  arrested,  with  authority  to  such  claim- 
ant, or  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney,  to  use 
such  reasonable  force  and  restraint  as  may  be 
necessary,  under  the  circumstances  of  tl^e 
case,  to  take  and  remove  such  fugitive  person 
back  to  the  state  or  territory  whence  he  or  she 
may  have  escaped  as  aforesaid.    In  no  trial  or 
hearing,  under  this  act,  shall  the  testimony 
of  such  alleged  fugitive  be  admitted  in  evi- 
dence; and  the  certificates  in  this  and  tlie 
first  section  mentioned  shall  be  coi^lusive  of 
the  right  of  the  person  or  persons  in  whose 
favor  granted,  to  remove  such  fugitive  to  the 
state  or  territory  from  which  he  escaped,  and 
shall  prevent  all  molestation  of  such  person 
or  persons,  by  any  process  issued  by  any 
ooort,  judge,   magistrate,  or   other   person 
whomsoever. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  amy 
person  who  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  ob- 
struct, hinder,  or  prevent  such  claimant,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  or  any  person  or  persons 
lawfully  assisting  him,  ner,  or  them,  from 
arresting  such  a  ^eitive  from  service  or  labor, 
either  with  or  without  process  as  aforeteid ; 
or  shall  rescue  or  attempt  to  rescue  such  ftigi- 
tive  from  service  or  labor  from  the  custody  of 
such  claimant,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney,  or 
other  person  or  persons  lawfully  assisting  as 
aforesaid,  when  so  arrested,  pursuant  to  the 
authority  herein  ^ven  and  declared ;  or  shall 
aid,  abet,  or  assist  such  person,  so  owins 
service  or  labor  as  aforesaia,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  escape  from  such  claimant,  his  agent 
or  attorney,  or  other  person  or  persons  legally 
authorized  as  aforesaid;  or  snail  harl>or  or 
conceal  such  fugitive,  so  as  to  prevent  the  dis- 
covery and  arrest  of  such  person,  after  notioe 
or  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  such  person  was 
a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  for  either  of  said  offences,  be  subject  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months,  by 
indictment  and  conviction  before  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  in 
which  such  offence  may  have  been  committed, 
or  before  the  proper  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction, if  committed  within  any  one  of  the 
organized  territories  of  the  United  States*; 
and  shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay,  by  way  of 
civil  damages  to  the  party  injured  by  such 
illegal  conduct,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  each  fugitive  so  lost  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  of  the  di**- 
trict  or  territorial  courts  aforesaid,  within 
whose  jurisdiction  the  said  offence  may  have 
been  committed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
marshals,  their  deputies,  and  the  clerks  of  the 
said  district  and  territorial  courts,  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services  the  like  fees  as  may  be 
allowed  to  them  for  similar  services  in  other 
cases ;  and  where  such  services  are  rendered 
exclusively  in  the  arrest,  custody,  and  delivery 
of  the  fugitive  to  the  claimant,  his  or  her 
agent  or  attorney,  or  where  such  supposed 
fugitive  may  be  discharged  out  of  custody  for 
the  want  of  sufficient  proof  as  aforesaid,  then 
such  fees  are  to  be  paid  in  the  whole  by  such 
claimant,  his  agent  or  attorney ;  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  proceedinj^  are  before  a  com- 
missioner, he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  ten 
dollars  in  full  for  his  ser>'ices  in  each  case, 
upon  the  delivery  of  the  said  certificate  to  the 
claimant,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney ;  or  a 
fee  of  five  dollars  in  cases  where  the  proof 
shall  not,  in  the  opinion  of  such  commissioner, 
warrant  such  certilicate  and  delivery,  inclusive 
of  alL  services  incident  to  such  arrest  and 
examination,  to  be  paid  in  either  case  by  the 
claimant,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney.  The 
person  or  persons  authorized  to  exotMite  the 
process  to  oe  issued  by  such  commissioners, 
for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor  as  aforesaid,  shall  also  be 
entitled  to  a  fee  of  five  dollars  each  for  each 
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psraon  lie  or  they  may  arrest  and  take  before 
any  such  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
inatance  and  request  of  such  claimant ;  with 
raeh  other  fises  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable 
by  saoh  oommissioner  for  such  other  additional 
•ervioes  as  may  be  necessarily  performed  by 
him  or  them ;  such  as  attending  at  the  ezam- 
tDation,  keeping  the  fugitive  in  custody,  and 
providuig  him  with  food  and  lodging  during 
t»ia  detention,  and  until  the  final  determin- 
ation of  such  commissioner ;  and  in  general 
iar  ]^erforming  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
roqoired  by  such  claimant,  his  or  her  attorney 
or  agent*  or  commissioner  in  the  premises, 
■och  fees  to  be  made  up  in  conformity  with 
the  fees  usually  charged  by  the  officers  of  the 
eoorta  of  justice  within  the  proper  district  or 
ooonty,  as  near  as  may  be  practicable,  and 
paid  by  such  claimants,  their  agents  or  attor- 
neys, whether  such  supposed  fugitives  from 
•errice  or  labor  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
auch  claimants  by  the  final  determination  of 
Boeh  ooomiissioner  or  not. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon 
affidavit  made  by  the  claimant  of  such  fugi- 
tive, his  agent  or  attorney,  after  such  certifi- 
^te  has  been  issued,  that  he  has  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  such  fugitive  wiU  be  rescued  by 
toroe  from  his  or  their  possession  befure  he  can 
Jbe  taken  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state  in 
which  the  arrest  is  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  officer  making  the  arrest  to  retain  such 
fugitive  in  his  custody,  and  to  remove  him  to 
the  state  whence  he  fled,  and  there  to  deliver 
him  to  said  claimant,  his  agent  or  attorney. 
And  to  this  end,  the  officer  sioresaid  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  employ  so  many 
persons  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  overcome 
anch  force,  and  to  retain  them  in  his  service 
so  long  as  circumstances  may  reouire.  The 
aaid  officer  and  his  assistants,  while  so  em- 
ployed, to  receive  the  same  compensation,  and 
to  be  allowed  the  same  expenses,  as  are  now 
allowed  by  law  for  transportation  of  criminals, 
to  be  certified  by  the  judge  of  the  district 
within  which  the  arrest  is  made,  and  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
when  any  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
any  state  or  territory,  or  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, shall  escape  therefrom,  the  party  to 
whom  such  seryice  or  labor  shall  be  aue,  his, 
her,  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  may  apply  to 
any  court  of  record  therein,  or  judge  thereof 
in  vacation,  and  make  satisfactory  proof  to 
nuoh  court,  or  judge  in  vacation,  oi  the  escape 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  person  escaping  owed 
lenrioe  or  labor  to  such  party.  'Wnereupon, 
(he  court  shall  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of 
the  matters  so  proved,  and  also  a  general  de- 
eeription  of  the  person  so  escaping,  wi£h  such 
convenient  certainty  as  may  be;  and  a  trans- 
cript of  such  recora,  authenticated  by  the  at- 
testation of  the  clerk  and  of  the  seal  of  the 
said  court,  being  produced  in  any  other  state, 
territc^,  or  district,  in  which  the  person  so 
escapioe  may  be  found,  and  being  exhibited 
|o  any  ludge,  commissioner,  or  otner  officer 


authorized  by  the  law  of  the  United  States  tc 
cause  persons  escaping  from  service  or  labor 
to  be  delivered  up,  shsll  be  held  and  taken  to 
be  full  and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  of 
I  escape,  and  that  the  service  or  labor  of  tlte 
person  escaping  b  due  to  the  party  in  such 
record  mentioned.  And  upon  the  production 
by  the  said  party  of  other  and  further  evidence, 
if  necessary,  either  oral  or  by  affidavit,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  is  contained  in  the  said  recoi*d, 
of  the  identity  of  the  person  escaping,  he  or 
she  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  claimant.  And 
the  said  court,  commissioner,  judge,  or  other 
person  authorized  by  this  act  to  grant  certifi- 
cates to  claimants  of  fu^tives,  shall,  upon  the 
production  of  the  record  and  other  evidences 
aforesaid,  grant  to  such  claimant  a  certificate 
of  his  right  to  take  any  such  person  identified 
and  proved  to  be  owing  service  or  labor  as 
aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall  authorize  such 
claimant  to  seize  or  arrest  and  transport  such 
person  to  the  state  or  territory  from  which  he 
escaped :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  cunstrued  as  requiring  the  pro- 
duction of  a  transcript  of  such  record  as  evi- 
dence as  aforesaid.  But  in  its  absence,  the 
claim  shall  be  heard  and  determined  upon 
other  satisfactory  proofs,  competent  in  law. 

IIowELL  Cobb, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 

William  R.  King, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  September  18, 1850. 

Millard  Fillmore. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  obtained 
by  Mr.  Fillmore  previous  to  signing  the  pre- 
ceding act : — 

Attorney  General's  Office,  18th  Sep.  1850. 

Sir :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
note  of  this  date,  informing  me  that  the  bill 
commonly  called  the  Fugitive  Slave  bill, 
having  passed  both  Houses  of  Confess,  had 
been  submitted  to  you  for  your  consideration, 
approval,  and  signature,  and  requesting  my 
opinion  whether  the  sixth  section  of  that  act, 
and  especially  the  last  clause  of  that  section, 
conflicts  with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  declares  that  **  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  un- 
less when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it  ?" 

It  is  my  clear  conviction  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  last  clause,  nor  in  any  part  of  the 
sixth  section,  nor  indeed  in  any  part  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  which  suspends,  or  was 
mtended  to  suspend,  the  privilege  of  the  yrit 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  is  in  any  m^ner  in  ^;n- 
flict  with  the  Constitution. 

The  Constitution,  in  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article,  declares,  that  "  no  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  there- 
in, be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor, 
but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
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party  to  whom  mioh  service  or  labor  may  be 

It  is  well  known  and  admitted,  historically 
and  judicially,  that  this  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  made  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
to  the  citizens  of  slaveholding  states  the  com- 

glete  ownership  in  their  slaves,  as  property, 
1  any  and  every  state  or  territory  of  the 
Union  into  which  they  might  e8ca{>e.  (Prigg 
V.  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  lo  Pet. 
539. )  It  devolved  on  the  general  government, 
as  a  solemn  duty,  to  make  that  security  effec- 
tual. Their  power  was  not  only  clear  and 
fiiU,  but,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court  in  the  above  cited  case,  it  was  exclusive; 
the  states,  severally,  being  under  no  obliga- 
tion, and  having  no  power  to  make  laws  or 
regulations  in  respect  to  the  delivery  of  fugi- 
tives. Thus  the  whole  power,  and  with  it  the 
whole  duty,  of  carrying  into  effect  this  im- 
portant provision  of  the  Constitution  was  with 
Congress.  And,  accordingly,  soon  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  act  of  the 
12th  February,  1793,  was  passed,  and  that 
proving  unsatisfactory  and  inefficient,  by  rea- 
son (among  other  causes)  of  some  minor 
errors  in  its  details.  Congress  are  now  at- 
tempting by  this  bill  to  discharge  a  constitu- 
tional obligation,  by  securing  more  effectually 
the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  to  their  owners. 
The  sixth  and  most  material  section  in  sub- 
stance declares,  that  the  claimant  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  may  arrest  and  carry  him  before 
any  one  of  the  officers  named  and  described 
in  the  bill,  and  provides  that  these  officers 
and  each  of  them  shall  have  judicial  power 
and  jurisdiction  to  hear,  ezaimne,  and  decide 
the  case  in  a  summary  manner;  that,  if 
upon  such  hearing,  the  claimant,  by  the  requi- 
site proof,  shall  establish  his  claim  to  the 
satistaction  of  the  tribunal  thus  constituted, 
the  said  tribunal  shall  give  him  a  certificate, 
stating  therein  the  substantial  facts  of  the 
case,  and  authorizing  him,  with  such  reason- 
able force  as  may  m  necessary,  to  take  and 
carry  said  fugitive  back  to  the  state  or  terri- 
tory whence  he  or  she  may  have  escaped, 
and  then  in  conclusion  proceeds  as  follows : 
"  The  certificates  in  this  and  the  first  section 
mentioned  shall  be  conclusive  of  the  right 
of  the  person  or  persons,  in  whose  favor 
granted,  to  remove  such  fugitive  to  the  state 
or  territory  from  which  he  escaped,  and  shall 
prevent  all  molestation  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons by  any  process  issued  by  any  court,  juage, 
maffistrate,  or  o^er  person  whomsoever." 

There  is  nothing  in  all  this  that  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  consistent  with  the  Constitution, 
and  necessary,  indeed,  to  redeem  the  pledge 
which  it  contains— that  such  fugitives  "  sh^l 
be  delivered  up  on  claim"  of  their  owners. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  decided  that  the  owner,  independent  of 
any  ud  from  state  or  national  legislation, 
may,  in  virtue  of  the  Constitution  and  his  own 
ri^ht  of  pro]>erty,  seize  and  recapture  his  fU- 
gitiye  slave,  in  whatsoever  state  ne  may  find 
una,  and  carry  him  back  to  the  state  or  terri- 


tory from  which  he  escaped.  (Pri^  v.  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  16  Kt.  539.) 
This  bill,  therefore,  confers  no  right  on  the 
owner  of  the  fugitive  slave ;  it  only  gives  him 
an  appointed  and  peaceable  remedy,  in  place 
of  the  more  exposed  and  insecure,  but  not  less 
lawful  mode  of  self-redress.  And  as  to  the 
fugitive  slave,  he  has  no  cause  to  compliun  of 
this  bill ;  it  adds  no  coercion  to  that  which 
his  owner  himself  might,  at  his  own  will, 
rightfulljr  exercise ;  and  all  the  proceedings 
which  it  institutes  are  but  so  muon  of  orderly 
judicial  authority,  interposed  between  him 
and  his  owner,  and  consequently  of  protection 
to  him,  and  mitigation  of  the  exercise  directly 
by  the  owner  himself  of  his  personal  autho- 
rity. This  is  the  constitutional  and  legal 
view  of  the  subject,  as  sanctioned  by  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  to  that  I 
limit  myself. 

The  act  of  the  12th  February,  1793,  before 
alluded  to,  so  far  as  it  respects  any  constita- 
tional  question  that  can  arise  out  dt  this  bill* 
is  identical  with  it.  It  authorizes  the  like 
arrest  of  the  fugitive  slave,  the  like  trial,  the 
like  judgment,  the  like  certificate,  with  the 
like  authority  to  the  owner,  by  virtue  of  that 
certificate  as  his  warrant,  to  remove  him  lo 
the  state  or  territory  from  which  he  escaped. 
And  the  constitutionality  of  that  act,  in  all 
those  particulars,  has  been  affirmed  by  the 
adjudications  of  state  tribunals,  and  by  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  without  a  single 
dissent,  so  far  as  I  know. — (Baldwin's  C.  0. 
R.  577,  679.) 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  so  far  as  the  act 
of  the  12th  February,  1793,  has  been  held  to 
be  constitutional,  this  bill  must  also  be  so  re- 
garded, and  that  the  custody,  restraint,  and 
removal,  to  which  the  fugitive  slave  may  be 
subjected,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
are  all  lawful,  and  that  the  certificate  to  be 
granted  to  the  owner  is  to  be  renurded  as  the 
act  and  judgment  of  a  judicial  tribunal  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

With  these  remarks  as  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill,  and 
the  consequent  legality  of  the  custody  and 
confinement  to  which  the  fugitive  slave  may 
bo  subjected  under  it,  I  proceed  to  a  brief 
consideration  of  the  more  particular  question 
you  have  propounded  in  reference  to  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  last  clause  of 
the  sixth  section,  above  quoted,  which  j^vee 
rise  to  that  question. 

My  opinion,  as  before  expressed,  is,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  that  clause  or  section 
which  conflicts  with,  or  suspends,  or  was  in- 
tended to  suspend,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  I  thine  so,  because  the  bill 
says  not  one  word  about  that  writ ;  because, 
by  the  Constitution,  Congress  is  expressly  for- 
bidden to  suspend  the  privilc^  ot  this  writ, 
*'  unless  when  in  oases  or  rebellion  or  invasion 
the  public  safety  may  reouire  it ;"  and  there- 
fore the  suspension  by  this  act  (there  being 
neither  rebellion  nor  invasionj  would  be  a 
plain  and  palpable  yiolation  ot  the  Gonalit«* 
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cioa  ;  and  no  intention  to  commit  such  a  vio-  { 
lation  of  the  Constitution,  of  their  duty,  and 
their  oaths,  ought  to  he  imputed  to  them 
upon  mere  eonstructions  ana  implications; 
•nd  thirdly,  hecause  there  is  no  incompati- 
hility  between  these  provisions  of  the  bill  and 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  in 
it*  almost  constitutional  latitude. 

Congress,  in  the  case  of  fugitive  slaves,  as 
in  all  other  cases  within  the  scope  of  its  con- 
stitutional authority,  has  the  unquestionable 
right  to  ordain  and  prescribe,  for  what  causes, 
to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  persons 
may  be  taken  into  custody,  detained,  or  im- 
prisoned. Without  this  power  they  could  not 
tulfii  their  oonstitntional  trust,  nor  perform 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  duties  of  govern- 
ment. It  was  never  heard  that  the  exercise 
of  the  legislative  power  was  auy  encroachment 
upon  or  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  habeas 
eorpus.  It  is  only  by  some  confusion  of  ideas 
that  such  a  conflict  can  be  supposed  to  exist.  It 
is  not  within  the  province  or  privilege  of  this 
great  writ  to  loose  those  whom  the  law  has 
bound.  That  would  be  to  put  a  writ  granted 
by  the  law,  in  opposition  to  the  law — to  make 
me  port  of  the  law  destructive  of  another. 
Thit  writ  follows  the  law,  and  obeys  the  law. 
It  is  issued  upon  proper  complaint,  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  commitment  or  im- 
INtisomnent,  and  its  sole  remedial  power  and 
purpose  is  to  deliver  the  party  frum  ''all 
manner  of  illegal  confinement.''  (3  Black. 
Com.  13I<)  If,  upon  application  to  the  court 
or  judge  for  this  writ,  or  if,  upon  its  return, 
it  shall  appear  that  the  confinement  com- 
plained of  was  lawful,  the  writ  in  the  first  in- 
stance would  be  refused,  and  in  the  last  the 
party  would  be  remanded  to  his  former  lawful 
custody. 

The  condition  of  one  in  custody  as  a  fugitive 
slave,  under  this  law,  so  far  as  respects  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  is  precisely  the  same 
as  that  of  all  other  prisoners  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  The  privilege  of  that 
writ  remains  alike  to  all  of  them,  but  to  be 
judged  of — granted  or  refused — discharged  or 
enforced — by  the  proper  tribunal,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  as  the 
commitment  and  detention  may  appear  to  be 
le^  or  illegaL 

The  whole  effect  of  the  law  may  be  thus 
briefly  stated.  Congress  has  constituted  a 
tribunal  with  exclusive  jurisdiction,  to  deter- 
mine summarily,  and  without  appeal,  who  are 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor  under  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 
The  judgment  of  every  tribunal  of  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  where  no  appeal  lies,  is  qf  neces- 
sity conclusive  upon  every  other  tribunal,  and 
therefore  the  judgment  of  the  tribunal  created 
br  this  act  is  conclusive  upon  all  tribunals. 
Wherever  this  Judgment  is  made  to  appear,  it 
is  eonolusive  of  the  right  of  the  owner  to  re- 
tsin  in  his  custody  the  fugitive  from  his  ser- 
Tioe,  and  to  remove  him  back  to  the  place  or 
'    fipom  which  he  escaped.    If  it  is  shown 


upon  the  application  of  the  fugitive  for  a  writ 
or  habeas  corpus,  it  prevents  the  issuing  of 
the  writ — if  upon  the  return,  it  discharges 
the  writ  and  restores  or  maintains  the  custody. 

The  view  of  the  law  of  this  case  is  fully  sus- 
tained by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Tobias 
Watkins,  where  the  court  refused  to  discharge 
upon  the  ground  that  he  was  in  custody  under 
the  sentence  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, and  that  judgment  was  conclusive  upon 
them.     (3  Pet.  202.) 

The  expressions  used  of  the  last  clause  of 
the  sixth  section,  that  the  certificate  therein 
alluded  to  '*  shall  prevent  all  molestation''  of 
the  persons  to  whom  granted,  **  by  any  pro- 
cess issued,''  &c.,  probably  mean,  only  what 
the  act  of  1703  meant,  by  declaring  a  certifi- 
cate under  that  act  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the 
removal  of  a  fugitive,  and  certainly  do  not 
mean  a  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus. 

I  conclude  by  repeating  my  conviction,  that 
there  is  nutbing  in  the  biU  in  question  which 
conflicts  with  the  Constitution,  or  suspends, 
or  was  intended  to  suspend,  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Crittenden. 

To  the  President. 


Fuller,  Henry  M.,  of  Pa. 

Answer  of,  to  Interroqatortes  in  Ilorsw 
OF  Representatives,  January  12,  1856. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  voted  for  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zolli- 
coffer]  yesterday,  because  I  cordially  approve 
of  the  principle  embodied  in  that  resolution. 
Early  in  the  session  I  felt  it  a  duty,  injustice 
to  myself  and  to  those  with  whom  I  had  been 
acting,  to  declare  the  opinions  I  entertained 
and  the  course  of  action  I  should  pursue  upon 
certain  questions  of  public  policy.  I  desire 
to  say  now,  sir,  what  I  believe  is  kno^-n  to 
the  majority — if  not  to  all — of  those  who  have 
honored  me  with  their  confidence,  that  I  have 
been  ready  at  any  and  all  times  to  withdraw 
my  name  from  this  protracted  canvass.  I 
have  felt  unwilling  to  stand,  or  to  appear  to 
stand,  in  the  way  of  auy  fair  organization  of 
this  body. 

In  answer  to  the  specific  interrogatories 
here  presented,  I  say  that  I  do  not  regard  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  as  promotive  of  the 
formation  of  free  states ;  ana  I  will  further 
say,  sir,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  pro- 
motive of  the  formation  of  slave  states.  The 
second  interrogatory  relates  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Wilmot  proviso.  I  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Congress  of  1850,  and  have 
never  been  called  upon  to  affirm  or  deny  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Wilmot  proviso, 

I  have  never  assumed  the  position,  that  **  if 
territorial  bills  (silent  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  leaving  the  Mexican  laws  to 
operate)  were  defeated,  he  [I]  would  vote  for 
a  lull  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  iV    That 
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ouestion  relates  to  the  legislatiTe  notion  of  the 
oistingaished  eentlemaii  Arom  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson.]  My  political  existence  com- 
menced since  that  flood.  I  was  not  a  member 
of  that  Con^iress,  and  haying  never  taken  any 

Fublic  position  upon  that  subject  heretofore, 
am  willing,  in  all  frankness  and  candor,  to 
do  so  now ;  and  I  do  so  with  great  deference 
and  respect  for  those  distinguished  men  who, 
in  times  past,  have  entertained  and  expressed 
different  opinions.    Public  history  informs  us 
that  slavery  existed  before  the  Constitution, 
and,  in  my  judgement,  now  exists  independent 
of  the  Constitution.    When  the  people  of  the 
confederated  states  met  by  their  representsr 
tives  in  convention,  to  form  that  Constitution, 
slavery  existed  in  all  but  one  of  the  states  of 
the  Confederacy.    The  people,  through  ^eir 
representatives,  having  an  existing  and  ac- 
knowledged right  to  nold  slaves,  conceded 
this — the  rieht  to  prohibit  importation — after 
the  year  ISSS.    They  made  no  cession,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  existence  of  domestic  slavery. 
They  claimed-— and  it  was  granted— ^e  right 
of  reclamation  in  case  of  escape.  They  claimed 
— and  it  was  granted — the  right  of  represent- 
ation as  an  element  of  political  power.    And 
I  hold,  in  the  absence  of  express  authority, 
that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  right  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.    I  hold 
that  the  territories  are  the  common  property 
of  all  the  states,  and  that  the  people  of  all  the 
states  have  a  common  right  to  enter  upon  and 
occupy  those  territories,  and  they  are  protected 
in  that  occupation  by  the  flag  of  our  common 
country ;  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional 
power  either  to  legislate  slavery  into,  or  ex- 
clude it  from,  a  territory.    Neither  has  the 
territorial  legislature,  in  my  judgment,  any 
right  to  legislate  upon  that  subject,  except  so 
far  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  citi- 
lens  of  the  territory  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  its  organic 
taw,  as  established  by  Congressional  legisla- 
tion.   When  the  citisens  of  the  territory  shall 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  they  may 
determine  for  themselves  the  character  of  their 
institutions  (by  their  state  constitution) ;  and 
it  is  their  right  then  to  declare  whether  they 
will  tolerate  slavery  or  not,  and,  thus,  fairly 
deciding  for  themselves,  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  states  without  reference  to 
the  subject  of  slavery.    The  Constitution  was 
formed  by  the  people  of  the  states  for  pur- 
poses of  mutual  advanta{^  and  protection. 
The  states  are  sovereignties,  limited  only  so 
far  as  they  have  surrendered  their  powers 
to    the    general   government.    The    general 
government,  thus  created  and  limitixl,  acts 
with  certain  positive,  defined,  and    clearly 
ascertained  powers.    Its  legislation  and  ad- 
ministration should  be  oontrolled  by  the  Con- 
stitution; and  it  cannot  justl;^  employ  its 
powers  thus  delegated  to  impair  or  destroy 
any  existing  or  vested  rights  belonging  to  the 
people  of  any  of  the  states. 

In  addition  to  the  above  he  made  the  £oU 


lowing  answer  to  Mr.  Barksdale's  intenog» 
tories : — 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  shall  answer  the  questions 
specifically  and  directly,  reserving  to  myself 
the  privilege  of  more  full  explanation  here- 
after. 

**  Are  yon  in  fiiTorof  refrtnrln);  the  M>wo«ri  rMtrfction,  or 
do  you  go  for  tbo  euUrv  prohibitkMi  of  tiaTerr  in  all  th« 
tonritovtos  of  the  United  States  r 

I  am  opposed  to  any  legislation  upon  those 
subjects,  for  reasons  alre^y  given. 

**  Are  yon  in  Ikvor  of  aboliohinp:  ulaTory  in  thft  DUirirt  of 
Cbhimbla  and  the  United  States  forte,  duck-yania,  «€.>** 

I  am  not,  sir. 

**Dn  yon  beliere  in  the  equaKiy  of  the  wWte  tnd  MaHIc 
raoen  In  the  United  StateR,  and  do  you  wisli  to  pronote  tfcat 
eqoaHty  by  legialation  r 

I  do  not,  sir.  I  acknowledge  a  decided 
preference  for  white  people. 

"Are  yon  In  fliTor  of  the  entire  exrlnaioa  of  ad<q>te4 
dtiaens  and  Roman  CSktbolica  frou  oftee?** 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  think  with  General  Washing* 
ton — and  he  is  a  very  high  authority — that  it 
does  not  comport  with  the  policy  of  this 
country  to  appoint  foreigners  to  office  to  the 
exclusion  of  native-bom  citisens.  But  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  proscribe  no  man  because  of  his 
religion ;  I  denounce  no  man  because  of  his 
politics.  I  accord  to  all  the  largest  liberty  of 
opinion  and  of  expression,  of  conscience  and 
of  worship.  I  care  not,  sir,  what  creed  a  man 
may  profess ;  I  care  not  to  what  denomination 
he  may  belong ;  be  he  Mohammedan,  Jew,  or 
Gentile,  I  concede  to  him  the  right  to  worship 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment. 
I  invade  no  man's  altar,  and  would  not  du^- 
turb  any  man's  vested  rights.  Whatever  we 
have  been,  whatever  we  are,  and  whatever  wo 
may  be,  rests  between  us  and  Ueaven.  I 
allow  no  mortal  to  be  my  mediator;  and^ 
judging  no  man,  will  by  no  man  be  jadeed. 
With  regard  to  those  of  foreign  birth,  I  do 
not  desire  to  exclude  them.  1  say  to  them: 
^'  Come,  enter  upon  the  public  lands ;  occupy 
the  public  territory ;  build  up  for  yourselves 
homes,  acquire  property,  and  teach  your  chil- 
dren to  love  the  Constitution  and  laws  which 
protect  them ;"  but  I  do  say  that  in  all  mat- 
ters of  legislation,  and  in  all  matters  of  admin- 
btration,  Americana  ahtmld  govern  America, 

**  Do  yon  fliTor  the  same  modification  of  the  tariff  now  that 
yon  did  at  the  last  aession  of  Congrees?'* 

I  was  not  a  member  of  the  last  Congress : 
and  all  that  I  would  now  ask  upon  the  subject 
of  the  tariff  is,  '*  to  be  let  alone.'' 


Georgia  and  AlatNima, 

Laws  or,  in  rkfe rente  to  State  CoicvEif- 

TIONS  UNDEK  CERTAIN  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Law  of  Georgia, 
1.  Whereas,  in  purpuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Leginlature,  approved  February  the  8th.  1850, 
in  response  to  a  proclamation  of  tho  Governor 
of  the  State,  a  convention  as^eniblfHl  in  the 
capitol,  at  Millcdgcville,  on  the  ICth  of 
December,  1850 ;  and  whereas,  tho  sniU  cou- 
Tention»  in  view  of  tureatcncd  aggressivk&a 
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■poB  the  constittttioDal  rights  of  the  slave- 1 
holding  states,  adopted,  among  others,  the 
fallowing  fesolution:  ''That  the  state  of 
Georgia,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention, 
will  and  ought  to  resist  (even  as  a  last  re- 
•nrt),  to  the  disruption  of  every  tie  which 
binds  her  to  the  Union,  any  act  of  Congress 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  in  places  subject  to  the  jurisdio- 
tioaof  Congress,  incompatit>le  with  the  safety, 
domestic  tranquillity,  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  slaveholdiug  states,  or  any  act  suppress- 
ing the  slave  trade  between  the  slaveholding 
states,  or  any  refusal  to  admit  as  a  slave  state 
any  territory  hereafter  applying  because  of 
the  existence  of  slavery  therein,  or  any  act 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  or  any 
act  repealing  or  materially  modifying  the  laws 
io  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves; 
and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the 
happening  of  some  of  these  contingencies,  and 
the  state  of  Georgia  is  unalterably  determined 
to  adhere  to  the  position  solemnly  announced 
in  the  said  resolution :  Therefore, 

2.  Section  I.  Be  it  enacted^  rf'c,  That  with- 
in sixty  days  after  the  happening  of  any  of 
the  contingencies  specified  in  the  foregoing 
recited  resolution,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  Governor  to  issue  his  proclamation  or- 
dering an  election  to  be  held  in  each  and 
•very  county  for  delegates  to  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  this  state,  to  convene  at  the  seat 
4if  government,  within  twenty  days  after  said 
election,  to  consider  and  determine  upon  the 
time  and  mode  of  resistance  contemplated  by 
the  aforesaid  recited  resolution. 

3.  SfiC.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
each  county  in  this  state  shall  elect  as  many 
delegates  to  said  convention  as  will  be  equal 
to  the  number  of  its  senator  and  represents tive 
or  representatives  in  the  general  Assembly, 
and  the  elections  for  such  delegates  shall  he 
oanducted  in  the  same  manner  as  elections  for 
members  of  tho  legislature  are  now  held,  and 
that  all  returns  of  elections  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Governor,  who  shall  furnish  each  dele- 
gate elected  with  a  certiliente  of  his  election. 

4.  Sec.  III.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted.  That 
the  sum  of  twentv  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereliy,  ap[)ropriated  out  of  an^- 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  defray  the  expenses  of  said  conven- 
tion, and  that  the  menibci's  of  said  convention 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  per  diem  and  mileage 
as  that  body  shall  determine. 

5.  Sec.  IV.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted^  That 
the  said  convention  shall  have  power  to  elect 
all  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
organisation. 

Approved  March  -1th,  1856. 

Law  of  Alabama, 

While  this  General  Assembly  will  not  as- 
some,  in  advance,  to  dictate  the  course  to  be 
taken  by  the  state  of  Alabama  in  the  event 
Kansas  should  be  refused  admission  into  the 
Onion,  thej  nevertheless  feel  constrained  by 
A  h]|(h  tense  of  duty,  in  the  firm  conviction 


that  she  will  redeem  her  pledges,  and  take  no 
steps  backward,  to  provide  the  means  by  which 
her  people,  in  convention  assembled,  may  de- 
termine their  course  of  action :  Therefore, 

Be  U  resolved  by  Hie  Senate  and  House  of 
RepresetUativeSf  in  General  Assembly  convenHlf 
That  in  the  event  Kansas  should  apply  at  the 
present  or  any  future  session  of  Congress,  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state  with  and 
under  the  constitution  heretofore  framed  and 
adopted  by  her,  and  commonly  known  as  the 
Lecompton  Constitution,  and  shall  be  by  Con- 
gress refused  admission,  the  Governor  of  this 
state  is  respectfully  instructed,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  assemble  the  qualified  voters  of  this 
state,  at  the  usual. places  of  voting  in  their 
respective  counties,  to  elect  delc^tes  to  a  state 
convention  on  a  day  to  be  by  him  appointed, 
within  ninety  da3's  from  the  time  when  he 
shall  receive  satisfactory  evidence  of  such  ae- 
tion  by  Congress. 

Ghent)  Treaty  of. 

This  treaty  was  negotiated  by  the  Right 
Honorable  James  Lord  Gambier,  llenry  Goul- 
burn,  Esq.,  and  William  Adams,  Esq.,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  John  Quinoy 
Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Uenr^  Clay,  Jona- 
than Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States. 

The  treaty  can  be  found  on  p.  218,  vol.  8, 
of  Little  &  Brown's  Statutes  at  Large. 

The  first  article  provided  for  the  restoration 
of  all  archives,  records,  or  property  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war. 
This  article  expressly  provides  for  the  resto- 
ration of  **  slaves  or  other  private  property." 

The  second  article  proviued  for  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  and  limitation  of  time  of  capture. 

The  third  article  provided  for  the  restora- 
tion of  prisoners  of  war. 

The  fourth  article  defined  the  boundary  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  provided 
for  commissioners  to  mark  the  same. 

The  fitlh,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  articles 
established  rules  to  govern  the  proceedings  of 
the  commissioners. 

The  ninth  article  bound  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  end  all  hostili- 
ties with  Indian  tril>o«,  with  whom  they  were 
then  respectively  at  war. 

The  tenth  article  reads  as  follows: — 

"  Whereas  the  traffic  in  nlaves  is  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice;  and  whereas  both  His  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  eiforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it 
is  hereby  agreed  that  Intth  the  contracting 
parties  shall  use  their  bt^st  endeavors  to  lu*- 
complish  so  desirable  an  object.^' 

The  eleventh  and  last  article  provides  for 
the  binding  effect  of  the  treaty,  upon  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications. 

Gott,  Daniel,  of  N.  Y. 

Celeurated  Resolution  of. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  2l8t 
of  Dec.,  1848,  Mr.  Gott  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution :— 
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Wber«M,  tiM  tr«fle  now  pnpMMentod  In  fbh  metropoUi  of 
klM  repnbUe  In  human  beings,  m  chAttels.  Is  oontnuy  to 
natund  jusdoe  and  the  fundamental  principlen  of  our  politl- 
nal  fygtem,  and  Is  notoriously  a  reproach  to  our  country 
throughout  Ohrlfltendom,  and  a  wrioua  hindranoe  to  the 
progrent  of  r^ubUeun  liberty  among  the  nations  of  the 
earui:  Therefore  ResolTedf  That  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  as  soon  as 
prietioable»  prohibiting  the  ilare  trade  in  said  District 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Tbas.— MeasTS.  Abbott  of  Maai^  Ashmun  of  Mass^  Beldier 
jf  Me^  Bingham  of  Mich^  Blackman  of  N,  T^  Blanchard  of 
P«^  Butler  of  Pa^  Oanby  of  0.,  Gathcart  of  Ind.,  Coliamer 
of  YtM  Conger  of  N.  Y^  Cranston  of  R.  I^  Crowell  of  0., 
Oommlns  or  0^  Darling  of  Wia^  Dickey  oi  Pk,  Dicklnaon  of 
On  Dixon  of  Oonn^  Daniel  Duncan  of  0^  Bdwards  of  0.,  Em- 
bree  of  Ind^  Erans  of  0^  Faran  of  0.,  Farrelly  of  Pa.,  Fisher 
of  Om  FreedlT  of  Pa^  Fries  of  0.,  Oiddings  of  0..  Gott  of  N.  T^ 
Qreeley  of  N.  Y.,  Qregory  of  N.  J.,  Grinndl  of  Mass.,  Uale  of 
Mass.,  Hall  of  N.  Y.,  Hampton  of  N.  J.,  Moses  Hampton  of 
Ba.,  Henley  of  Ind.,  Henry  of  Vt,  Holmes  of  N.  Y.,  Uubbanl 
oTOonn..  Hudson  of  Mass^  Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  Joseph  R.  Inger- 
soU  of  Pa.,  Irrin  of  Pa.,  James  H.  Johnson  of  N.  H^  Kellogg 
of  N.  Y.,  King  of  Mass.,  Lahm  of  0.,  William  T.  Lawrence  of 
Jf.  Y.,  Sidney  Lawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Leffer  of  la.  Lord  of  N.  Y., 
I^de  of  Wis.,  McClelland  of  Mich.,  McIWaine  of  I^a.,  Mann 
n  Pa.,  Bfann  of  Mass.,  Marsh  of  Vt^  Bfarrin  of  N.  Y^  Morris 
of  0.,  Mullln  of  N.  Y.,  NeweU  of  N.  J.,  Nicoll  of  N.  Y.,  Painrey 
of  Mass.,  Peaslee  of  N.  H..  Peck  of  Vt.  PettH  of  Ind.,  PoUock 
of  Pa.,  Putnam  of  N.  Y.,  Reynolds  of  N.  Y.,  Kichey  of  0.,  Ro- 
binson of  Ind.,  Roekbill  of  IndM  Rockwell  of  Mass.,  Rockwell 
of  Conn.,  Rose  of  N.  Y.,  Root  of  0.,  Rumsey  of  N.  Y.,  St  John 
of  N.  Ym  Sherrill  of  N.  Y.,  SilTester  of  N.  Y.,  SHngeriand  of 
N.  Y.,  Smith  of  111.,  Starkweather  of  0.,  Stuart  of  Mirh., 
Strohm  of  Pa.,  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.,  James  Thompson  of  Pa., 
rhompmn  of  la.,  Thurston  of  It  L,  Tuck  of  N.  H.,  Turner  of 
111.,  Van  Dyke  of  N.  J.,  Tinton  of  0.,  Warren  of  N.  Y.,  Went- 
worth  of  111.,  White  of  N.  Y.,  Wilson  of  N.  H.-98. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams  of  Ky.,  Barringer  of  N.  C,  Beale  of 
Va.,  Bedinger  of  Va.,  Booock  of  Va.,  Botts  of  Va.,  Bowlin  of 
Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Boydon  of  N.  C.  Bridges  of  Pa.,  Brown  of 
Ta.,  Brown  of  Pu^  Brown  of  Miss.,  Buckner  of  Ky.,  Burt  <^ 
8. 0.,  Chapman  of  Md.,  Chase  of  Tenn.,  Clark  of  Me.,  Clark 
oCXy.,  Oobb  of  Geo.,  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Cocke  of  Tenn.,  Crisfleld 
of  Md.,  Crosier  of  Tenn.,  Daniel  of  N.  C,  Donnell  of  N.  C, 
Dunn  of  Ind.,  Erans  of  Md^  Featherston  of  Miss..  Ficklln  of 
IUm  Floumoy  of  Va.,  French  of  Ky.,  Fulton  of  Va.,  Gaines 
of  Ky.,  Gen^  of  Tenn.,  Goggin  of  Va.,  Green  of  Mo.,  Hall 
of  Mo.,  Hammons  of  Me.,  Haralson  of  Geo^  Harmansnn  of 
La^  Harris  of  Ala.,  Hill  of  Tenn.,  Houston  of  Ala.,  Houston 
df  Del.,  Inge  of  Ala.,  Charles  J.  Inf^enwU  of  Pa.,  Iverson  of 
Geo.,  Jameson  of  Mo.,  Johnson  of  Tenn.,  Jones  <^  Tenn., 
Jones  of  Geo.,  Kennon  of  0.,  King  of  Geo^  La  Sere  of  La., 
Ligon  of  Md.,  Lincoln  of  111.,  Lumpkin  of  Gea,  McClemand 
of  IIU  McDowell  of  Va.,  McLane  of  Md.,  Meade  of  Va.,  Miller 
of  O.,  Morehead  of  Ky^  Morse  of  La.,  Outlaw  of  N.C.,  Pendle- 
ton of  Va^  Peyton  of  Ky..  Pitsbnij  of  Texas.  Preston  of  Va., 
Sawyer  of  0.,  Shepherd  of  N.  C,  Simpson  of  S.  C,  Smart  of 
Me.,  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Stephens  of  Geo.,  Stroqg  of  Pa.,  Thibo- 
deaux  of  La.,  Thomas  of  Tenn.,  Thompson  of  Ind.,  Tomklns 
of  Miss.,  Toombs  of  Geo.,  Venable  of  N.  C  Wallace  of  S.  C, 
Wiley  of  Me.,  Williams  of  Me.,  Woodward  of  S.  C.-«8. 


Hartford  ConTention. 

Platform  or. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recom- 
mended to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
represented  in  this  convention,  to  adopt  all  such 
measures  that  may  be  necessary  effectually  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  said  states  from  the  ope- 
ration and  effects  of  all  acts  which  have  been 
or  may  be  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  shall  contain  provisions  sub- 
jecting the  militia  or  other  citizens  to  forcible 
drafts,  conscriptions,  or  impressments  not  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  is  here  recom- 
mended to  the  said  legislatures,  to  authorize 
an  immediate  and  earnest  application  to  be 
made  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
requesting  their  oonsent  to  some  arrangement 
whereby  the  said  states  may,  separateli'  or  in 


concert,  be  empowered  to  assume  upon  thsm 
selves  the  defence  of  their  territory  against  tho 
enemy  ;  and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  taxes 
collected  within  said  states,  may  be  paid  into 
the  respective  treasuries  thereof  and  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  said 
states  and  to  the  future  defence  of  the  'same. 
The  amount  so  paid  into  the  said  treasuries  to 
be  credited,  ana  the  disbursements  made  as 
aforesaid  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recom- 
mended to  the  legislatures  of  the  aforesaid 
states,  to  pass  laws  (where  it  has  not  already 
been  done)  authorizing  the  ^vemors  or  com* 
manders-in-chief  of  their  militia  to  make  de* 
tachments  from  the  same,  or  to  form  voluntary 
corps,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  and  con- 
formable to  their  constitutions,  and  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  well  armed,  equipped,  disci- 
plined, and  held  in  readiness  for  service ;  and 
upon  the  request  of  the  governor  of  either  the 
other  states,  to  employ  the  whole  of  such  de- 
tachment or  corps,  as  well  as  the  r^ular  forces 
of  the  states,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be 
required  and  can  be  spared  consistently  with 
the  safety  of  the  state,  in  assisting  the  state 
making  such  request  to  repel  any  invasion 
thereof,  which  shall  be  made  or  attempted  by 
the  public  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States  be 
recommended  to  the  states  represented  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  proposed  by  them  for  adoption 
by  the  state  legislatures,  and  in  such  cases  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient  by  a  convention 
chosen  by  the  people  of  tho  states. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  the 
states  shall  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  obtain 
such  amenaments  until  the  same  ^all  be 
effected. 

Fipt.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  tlie  several  states  which 
may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers  of.  free  persons, 
including  those  bound  to  serve  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed  and 
all  other  persons. 

Second.  No  new  state  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  by  Congress,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  without  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Third.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay 
an  embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citK 
zens  of  tlie  United  States,  in  the  ports  or  har- 
bors thereof,  for  more  than  sixty  days. 

Fourth.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two-thiras  of  both 
llouses,  to  interdict  the  commercial  intei^ 
course  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  nation,  or  the  dependencies  thereof. 

Fifth.  Congress  shall  not  make  nor  declare 
war,  or  authorize  acts  of  hostility  against  any 
foreign  nation  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses,  except  such  acts  of  hos- 
tility be  in  defence  of  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  when  actually  invaded. 

Sixth.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be 
naturalised,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  uf 
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ikt  SeiiAtA  or  House  of  Representatiyes  of  the 
Uiiiled  Stotes,  nor  capable  of  holding  any  civil 
ifioe  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

SsTenth.  The  same  person  shall  not  be 
deeted  President  of  the  United  States  a  sec- 
Mtd  time ;  nor  shall  the  President  be  elected 
fttMB  the  same  state  two  terms  in  succession. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  application  of  these 
•tates  to  the  government  or  uie  United  States, 
reoommeDded  in  a  foregoing  resolution,  should 
be  unsuocessful,  and  peace  should  not  be  con- 
eluded,  and  the  defence  of  these  states  should 
be  neglected,  as  it  has  been  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  it  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  oonvention,  be  expedient  for  the  legis- 
latnres  of  the  several  states  to  appoint  dele- 
ll^tes  to  another  convention  to  meet  at  Boston, 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  June  next,  with  such  powers  and 
instructions  as  the  exigency  of  a  crisis  so  mo- 
mentous may  require. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  George  Cabot,  the 
Hon.  Chauncey  Goodrich,  and  the  Hon.  Daniel 
Lyson,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  to 
call  another  meeting  of  this  convention,  to  be 
held  in  Boston,  at  any  time  before  new  dele- 
gates shall  be  chosen  as  recommended  in  the 
above  resolution,  if  in  their  judgment  the  sit- 
uation of  the  country  shall  urgently  require  it. 

Hartford,  Jan.  4th,  1814. 


George  Cabot, 
Nathan  Dane, 
William  Prescott, 
Harrison  G.  Otis, 
Timothy  Bigelow, 
Joshua  Thomas, 
Samuel  S.  Wilde, 
Joseph  Lyman, 
Stepocn  Longfellow,  jr, 
Daniel  Waldo, 
Hodijah  Baylies, 
George  Bliss, 
Chauncey  Goodrich/ 


James  Ilillhouse, 
John  Trcadwell, 
Zephania  Swift, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Calvin  Goddard, 
Roger  M.  Sherman, 
Daniel  Lyman, 
Samuel  Ward, 
,  Edward  Manton, 
Benjamin  Hazard, 
Benjamin  West, 
Mills  Olcott, 
William  Hall,  jr. 


niinois. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1809,  a  bill  report- 
ed by  a  conunittee  of  the  House  in  pursuance 
of  the  prajrer  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  St  Clair,  in  Indiana  territory,  to  divide 
said  territory,  and  constitute  the  western  poi^ 
tton  of  the  same  Illinois  territory,  passed  that 
body  by  a  vote  of  yeas  69,  nays  37.  It  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  olst  of  January,  and  became 
a  law  by  the  approval  of  the  President  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1809. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1818,  a  bill  passed  the 
House  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature  of  Illinois,  authorizing  the 
people  thereof  to  form  a  state  constitution,  and 
providing  for  the  admission  of  such  state  into 
Union. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of 
April,  1818,  with  sundry  amendment^)  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  public  lands,  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  it  became  a 
law  on  the  1 8th  or  April,  1818,  by  the  approval 
of  tfar  P'^^ident. 


On  the  23d  of  November,  1818,  the  consti- 
tution of  the  new  state  of  Illinois  havinj^  been 
submitted  to  Congress,  a  joint  resolution  de- 
claratory of  the  admission  thereof  was  before 
the  house,  when  Mr.  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.  oppo»* 
ed  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  for  the  reason 
that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  size  of  the 
population  of  said  territory  reaching  the  stand- 
ard prescribed  by  the  law  in  the  last  session, 
and  because  slavery  was  not  sufficiently  pro- 
hibited therein. 

The  resolution  passed  the  House  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  117,  nays  34,  and  the  Senate  on  the 
1st  of  December  without  a  division,  and  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1818. 

Negro  Law  of. 

In  1853,  the  legislature  of  Illinois  enacted 
the  following  law : — 

"  If  any  negro  or  mulatto,  bond  or  free,  shall 
hereafter  come  into  this  state  and  remain  ten 
days,  with  the  intention  of  residing  in  the 
same,  every  such  negro  or  mulatto  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  for 
the  first  offence  shall  be  fined  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  where  said  negro  or 
mulatto  may  be  found.  ♦  ♦  *  If  the  said 
negro  or  mulatto  shall  be  found  ^ilty,  and 
the  fine  assessed  be  not  paid  forthwith,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  justice  to  commit  said 
negro  or  mulatto  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff 
of  said  county,  or  otherwise  keep  him,  her,  or 
them  in  custody ;  ♦  ♦  ♦  the  said  justice 
shall,  at  public  auction,  proceed  to  sell  said 
negro  or  mulatto  to  any  person  who  wilt  pay 
said  fine  and  costs  for  the  shortest  time ;  and 
the  said  purchaser  shall  have  a  right  to  com- 
pel said  negro  or  mulatto  to  work  for  and 
servo  out  said  time,"  &c. 

In  pursuance  of  this  statute,  the  following 

advertisement  recently  appeared  in  an  Illinois 

paper : 

State  OP  Illikois,  i 
St.  Clair  county.*"" 

IEO  A  L  NOTICK.— Whereax,  Jackmn  Redman,  a  malatto, 
J  was,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  a.  d.  1867,  oomplalnad 
againit,  arrented,  and  brought  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
a  juBtictf  of  the  peace  Ibr  said  county,  and  was.  tried  by  a 
Jury  of  twelve  men,  who  found  him  guilty  of  high  mlsde* 
meaner,  and,  as  a  first  offence,  fined  him  in  the  sum  of  $60 
— agreeably  to  ^e  provifdons  of  the  act  of  February  12, 
1863,  to  prevent  the  immigration  of  negroes  or  mulattoes; 
and  judgment  having  been  rendered  against  the  said  John 
Redman,  for  the  amount  of  said  fine  and  coDts  of  suit,  which 
has  not  been  paid,  whereupon  he  was  plsced  in  the  custody 
of  the  sheriff  of  said  county  for  ufe  keeping,  until  he  ill 
further  dealt  with  a#  i^  requiml  by  law :     . 

Thii*,  Uierefure.  is  to  give  nitUce  that,  at  I  o'clock,  P.  if., 
on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1857,  at  my  office,  in  Belleville,  ia 
SHid  mnnty.  I  will  pmce<>d  to  sell,  at  public  auction,  the 
servicer  of 'the  Ndd  .la«-kw)n  Redman  to  any  person  or  per- 
son>(  who  will  pay  sai'l  fine  snd  Mifts.  for  the  shortest  tim»— 
ucconlini:  to  tln>  provisions  i»f  the  act  af'^rustald. 

J'oRt.Mi  thii4  hth  day  of  April,  k.  p.  1^57. 

Caspui  Thilix,  JuMiice  of  the  Pneeu 

Uesolutions  of  American  Party  op  Illi* 
xois,  ADoi'TED  June  11,  1855. 

**  That  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Amer^ 
ican  party  of  the  Unite<i  States  are  called  upon 
to  take  open,  fearless,  and  unreserved  ground 
upon  the  great  queation  of  slavery,  that  is  now 
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Sffitating  tlie  people  of  eTery  section  of  this 
UDion ;  and  that  the  intense  excitement  and 
agitation  which  at  the  present  time  are  dis- 
tracting our  country  upon  the  subject  of  sla- 
very have  been  caused  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise;  and  that  that  repeal 
was  uncalled  for,  a  gross  violation  and  dis- 
regard of  a  sacred  compact,  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  ^reat  sections  of  this  confe- 
deracy, and  in  the  highest  decree  destructive 
to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  Union.  That 
a  restoration  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  as 
it  will  restt)re  the  territory  for  wuich  it  was 
originally  made  to  the  same  situation  in  which 
it  was  before  that  line  was  unnecessarily  des- 
troyed, so  it  will  restore  peace  and  harmony 
to  the  country,  without  injury  or  injustice  to 
anv  portion  of  the  Union,  that  while  it  will 
OQiy  give  to  freedom  that  which  with  duo 
flolemnitv  and  in  good  faith  was  long  since 
oonveyea  to  her  under  the  contract,  it  will 
equally  preserve  the  full  and  undisputed  rights 
aoquirea  under  it  by  the  South,  and  that 
therefore  the  Missouri  Compromise  should  be 
rentored,  and  that  in  all  political  national  con- 
tests the  American  party  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois will  demand  of  its  candidates  for  office, 
amon^  other  qualifications,  their  open  and  un- 
disguised opinions  upon  this  subject. 

'*  The  essential  modification  of  the  natur- 
alisation laws  by  extending  the  time  of  resi- 
dence required  of  those  of  foreign  birth  to 
entitle  them  to  citizenship.  A  total  repeal  of 
all  state  laws  allowing  any  but  citizens  of  the 
United  States  the  right  of  suffrage.  But  a 
careful  avoidance  of  all  interference  with 
rij^hts  of  citizenship  already  acquired  under 
tzisting  laws. 

''Resistance  to  the  corrupting  influences 


and  aggressive  policy  of  the  Romish  Churoh» 
unswerving  opposition  to  all  forei^  influence, 
or  interference  of  foreign  emissanes,  whether 
civil  or  ecclesiastical." 


Immiirratioiu 

Stnopsis  of  the  Treatise  of  Louis  Schadb 
OF  Washington,  D.  C. 

If  in  1789,  when  the  Constitution  went  into 
operation,  the  policy  had  been  adopted  of  a 
total  exclusion  of  all  foreigners,  how  would 
it  up  to  this  time  have  worked  ? 

In  1790,  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
including  whites  and  free  colored  persons,  was 
3,231,930.  If  all  increase  from  immigration 
had  been  cut  off*,  the  surplus  of  births  over 
deaths  would  have  constituted  the  only  growth 
in  our  population.  A  verv  interesting  problem 
then  presents  itself.  Upon  that  policy,  if 
adopted  in  1790,  what  would  be  the  present 
population  of  ^e  United  States?  Bv  the 
census  returns  for  1850,  we  find  the  number  of 
births  to  be  548,835,  and  the  deaths  27 1,890,— 
confiningourselves  to  the  white  and  free  colored 
population.  The  difference,  being  276,945, 
was  the  increase  of  population  for  1850  from 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  The  whole 
population  in  1850,  of  whites  and  free  colored 
persons,  was  19,987,573.  The  increase,  there- 
fore, from  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  one  and  thirty-eight  hundredths  per  cent. 
We  take  1850  as  an  example  to  ascertain  the 
percentage  of  increase  from  this  single  source 
of  growtn.  To  show  that  the  percentage  of 
increase  evidenced  by  the  census  of  1850  is 
reliable,  I  furnish  a  table  carefuUv  made  out 
of  the  increase  in  other  countries  from  statis- 
tical returns.    It  is  as  follows : — 


Tabu  No.  1. — Showing  the  incrtcue  of  population  by  the  rurpHus  qf  births  over  eUathi. 


1850 
1860 
1851 
1835 
1849 
1860 
1860 
1849 
1862 


Vmbc  of  the  eoantrj. 


United  StatM      • 

Kngland  and  Wales 

France 

RuMia 

Prussia 

Ilollaud 

Belgium 

Portugal 

Saxony 


Number  of  loha- 
biuots. 


19,987,573« 

17,927,609 

86,783,170 

69,000,000 

1(U31,187 

3,066.591 

4,426,202 

8,473,768 

1,987,882 


Number  of  birth* 
in  the  respeo- 
tire  year. 


548,836« 
593,422 
943,061 
2,173,056 
691,662 
105.338 
120,107 
114,331 
80,322 


Number  of  de«tiui 
Id  the  req>eo> 
ti?e  yeftr. 


271,fi90» 

868,986 

784.433 

1,731,834 

498,862 

67.588 

92.820 

88.992 

68,739 


Per  eeot.  of  in- 
ereasc  of  the  to- 
tal population. 


1.88* 

1.25 

0.44 

0.74 

1.17 

1.23 

0.61 

0.72 

1.08 


As  would  be  expected,  it  is  seen  that  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  United 
States  is  larger  than  in  any  other  country; 
and  hence  I  have  no  hesitation  in  adopting 
the  percentage  of  annual  increase  or  one 
and  thirty-eignt  hundredths  as  reliable.  This 
furnishes  us  a  rule  to  solve  the  problem  before 
•tated.  The  population  in  1790  was  3,231,930. 
Excluding  all  immigration,  the  increase  of 
population  each  year  would  be  at  the  rate  of 
1.38  per  cent.  This  increase  added  each  year 
to  the  aggregate  of  the  preceding  jesa,  down 
to.  1850,  will  g|ive  us  the  population  of  the 
United  States  in  1850  as  it  would  have  been 
9§Qia  the  policy  of  exobiding  all  immigration. 


In  the  following  table  will  be  also  shown  what 
our  population  m  1850  would  have  amounted 
to  if  immigration  had  been  stopped  in  1800, 
1810,  1820,  1830,  or  1840,  taking  the  actual 
population  of  those  vears  as  a  starting  point 
The  calculation  is  a  long  and  tedious  one,  but 
the  result  is  mathematically  certain.  It  is 
this:  The  population  in  1790  being 3,231,930, 


*  The  United  Btata  eenraa  of  1860  giree  tlie  birtbi  and 
deathi  of  the  white  and  ftee  colored  population  In  one  oo- 
lumn,  without  any  aeparation;  therefbre.  It  baa  bMnne 
neceuaiy  to  indnde  the  tree  colored  population  in  all  other 
tablee  hereafter  ciTen.  Aa  to  the  daTe  poptilation,  the 
writer  eeee,  Ibr  hu  purpone,  no  neooHity  to  mention  aaj* 
thinf  of  it  at  all,  aa  U  haa  no  eonnexloo  whatever  wltk  tat 
Imnigntkm. 


IHUiaRATIOII. 


fomia.  and  those  territories  which  were  : 
quired  since  1790.  But  upon  turning  to  the 
fctuol  retuma  of  the  census  of  1650,  we  find 
che  number  of  whites  niid  free  colored  persona 
tu  he  19.987,573.  It  appears,  then,  that  if  the 
policy  of  excluding  unroipTition  had  been 
adopted  in  1790,  our  preuent  population  would 
b»  7,555.423,  instead  of  its  actual  number  of 
19,987,073— a  difference  in  pop.  of  12,432,150. 

TtB.1  No.  J.— WnwiniF  Iht  incrmw  of  V\e  tnliili  and  fra 
t/tnnAfoadat^miifl'ic  UiilidStiln.tfiiMrnHmmira- 
" ■— -- —mttit  tmrt  nao  la  \»tO,aftir  Oh  ratio 
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In.MO.CM 

10.84  B.iaa 
ii!72e.ai» 

ll,g»8.lt0 
ia,218,4M 

iiii 

ii 

la.oaj 
ia4,?38 

;m 

a.oTi 
sijm 

1U.4I3 

in.Mi 

1!».1J» 
4U10« 

4T^tl> 
14it.M8 
ISUlOt 

]  11.1,100 

ill 
!S3 

T.IBJ 

No.a-a«K"wii. 

i,ti. 

Wit! 
pilii 

tl 

r 

3 

ififi 

'i 

«3l) 
Ml 

833 

830 
S3S 

ii!ui>o!tiua 

11.H,lt.BB« 

aiiisjoa 

lis 

8,797,8^4 
3.074J33 
3.1W.37a 
M»4,SV4 

a.«»4;si» 
t.09n.33a 

4JB0.7!» 

lH.013 

107.1  E8 

n»:4M 

w.hfo 

i4.iil.«M 

14,7Ba.!!M 
l*.9iB,«7 

u|4ai.e83 

18,71 1.E7* 

Si7,W8 

To  these  are  are  to  be  added  the  resalte  for 
Louisiana  (1803);  Florida  [lB21)i  California 
New  Mesioo,  Texas,  and  Oregon.  Loaiaiana 
bftd  in  1803,  77,000  inhatntnots,  of  which 
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53,000  wore  slaves.  Florida,  in  1821,  had 
about  10,000.  California  and  New  Mexico,  at 
the  time  of  their  acquisition,  had  about  60,000. 
Texas  and  Oregon  only  brought  back  into  the 
Union  citizens  who  had  emigrated  thither  but 
a  short  time  before.  If  we  put  them  down  in 
1850,  after  the  above  scale,  with  200,000  white 
and  free  colored  persons,  the  writer  thinks  he 
has  done  them  more  than  ample  justice. 

Tablk  No.  S.—BeoapituiatioH, 

Toul  wblta 
The  United  States  would  hare  in  1860—  aod  free  eol- 

If  without  immlgnition  since  1790-    7,5M,423    fl^^^"^ 
For  LottiiUna,  Florida,  Ac.  •    •    •       200,000 

7,666,428 

If  without  immigration  ulnoe  1800  •    8.766.864 

Jor  Loultiana,  Florida,  Ac  •    •    -       200,000 

8,966,^4 

If  witboat  ImmlgraUon  since  1810  •  10,610.343 

For  Florida,  Ac 100,000 

10,710,848 

If  without  immigration  since  1820  •  12,218,484 

For  Florida,  Ac 100,000 

12,318,484 

If  without  immigration  sinr*^  1830  -  14,280.726 

For  New  Mexico  and  California  •        60.000 

14,330,726 

If  without  immigration  since  1840  •  10,721,674 

For  New  Mexico  and  Califurnia    •        60,000 

16,ni,674 

They  had  actually,  howoTer 10,087,673 

This  will  be  to  many  an  astonishing  result : 
but  I  am  well  assured  of  the  correctness  of 
this  statement. 

As  I  have  shown  above  that  the  mean 
(1.38  per  cent.)  })y  which  I  have  made  up  these 
tables  corresjwnds  well  with  that  of  other 
countries,  I  will  also  compare  the  result.  It 
will  be  found  that  no  European  country  has 
actually  increnscd  in  the  same  period  so  much 
as  the  United  States  would  have,  if,  instead  of 
a  population  of  19,087,573,  they  had  in  1850 
onlv  7,55i3,4*23.  The  fipjurcs  in  the  following 
table  are  taken  from  official  returns. 

Table  No.  4. — Incrfa»f  of  rarimu  FMmpcjnn  notions  sinu'the 
Uift  tbcefinium  of  Vte  \filh  century. 

Bngland  and  Wales  -  in  1790    8.^.'>,000i,  „^^^  o^a 

Do.  do.      .  In  1S/>1  17.i»22.7t.8 1^"*^"***  "  "=  2X)6 

AuBtTia in  1792  2:t.5«W.(KH)»  .  ,  .. 

Dc.. in  1851  3iJ.514,46(U  "**•  '  "  ^  ^o^ 

Franco In  178U  2«.0(M).0(X)j  .  ,  q- 

Do. In   1851  »5.7X:j.I70J  "°-  "  -—*•»' 

PruKnla In  1797     8.r,fi<KU<)0  >  ,  ,  -a 

Do. In  1S49  l»l331,187i  "®-  "  '  "=  ^-^^ 

8p«ln in  17»»7  lo.;ai.n7.'ii  .  ,  „„ 

Do. In  1849  14.'21H.'J19I  **°-  "  •—*•*» 

Bwedcn in  1790    2M}U.VMt  ,  -^ 

Do. In  1849    3,.3ir.,5:i3l  "*'•  "  ■=*•»* 

Sardinia  (Ulan<i)  -    -  in  179()       45i\0iM)i  ,  .  .^ 

Do.  d.».  .  •  -  in  1848  647.948  J  ""•  "  "  ""  a-^** 
ITnitw]  StnU4*  -    •    -  In  1790    8,2ai,»30  y 

AVltlmut  iinmiiiration                                   >  do.  •  -  »  2.33 
jduce  1790  -    -    •    -  In  1850    7,565,423  * 

This  table  clearlv  proves  the  above  estimate 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  without 
immigration  since  17D0,  to  be  not  only  a  cor- 
rect one,  but  even  exhibiting  a  hi;^hcr  increase 
than  any  other  country.  England,  tlie  highest 
among  them,  is  still,  with  one  year  more  in- 
crease, twenty-seven  on  the  hundred  behind 
the  United  States.  Some  i)ersons  may  think 
doubtful  that  the  actual  increase  of  Kngland 
and  Wales  is  so  close  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  as  there  has  been  every  year  a  large 
•migration.    But  it  must  be  remeiubored  that 

•  White  and  ttm  colored. 


England  has  had  in  retom  a  oonuderable  im« 
migration  from  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  even 
from  the  continent  of  £urope,  invited  by  the 
enormous  rise  of  her  manufactures  and  com- 
merce. England  is  not  only  a  very  healthy 
country,  but  also  inhabited  by  a  healthy  peo- 
ple. Besides,  it  is  a  known  fact  that  the 
population  of  manufacturing  districts  increases 
more  than  that  where  agriculture  is  the  prin- 
cipal branch  of  occupation. 

But  there  is  another  point  of  ereat  import* 
ance.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  left 
without  immigration,  would  not  have  increased 
1.38  per  cent,  every  year.  Proof  hereof  is 
found  in  Massachusetts.    This  state  had,  in 

1850,  830,066  native  and  164,448  foreign  bom 
inhabitants,  or  one  foreigner  to  Jive  natives. 
The  marriages  were,  during  the  years  1849  to 

1851,  Americans  18,286,  or  220  in  10,000  of 
their  own  race;  foreigners  7440,  or  450  in 
10,000.  This  is  104.5  per  cent  of  foreign 
over  native  ratio.  The  births  were  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  three  years  1849,  '50,  and  '51, 
of  American  parents  47,982,  or  578  in  10,000 
of  their  own  race ;  foreign  24,523,  or  1491  in 
10,000  of  their  own  race.  In  Boston  there  were, 
American  7278,  or  966  in  10,000;  foreign 
13,032,  or  2053  in  10,000  of  their  own  race.  Of 
the  32,000  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1854, 
16,470  were  of  American  parentage,  while  some 
14,000  were  of  parents  one  or  both  foreigners; 
and  the  increase  from  foreign  parents  was 
more  than  twice  what  it  was  from  native 
parents.  At  the  same  rate  shortly  we  shall 
nave  more  children  bom  in  Massachusetts 
from  foreigners  than  from  natives  ;  for  in  five 
years  the  American  births  have  not  increased 
1000,  while  the  foreign  have  increased  more 
than  5000.  In  Suffolk  county  already  the 
births  in  foreign  families  are  more  than  twice 
as  numerous  as  in  American,  being  3735  in 
the  former,  and  1737  in  the  latter.  Of  the 
parents  of  Boston  children,  in  1854,  the  largest 
number  was  from  Ireland,  2824  fathers  and 
2957  mothers,  while  there  were  but  410  fathers 
and  524  mothers  natives  of  the  city,  and  533 
fathers  and  475  mothers  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, out  of  Boston,  or  of  other  states. 
Cambridge  had  born  of  foreign  parents  422 
children  to  208  Americans ;  Fall  River,  223 
to  88  ;  Lawrence,  322  to  146  ;  Lowell,  596  to 
427  ;  Roxbury,  383  to  1G8  ;  Salem,  344  to  120 ; 
Taunton,  221  to  142;  and  Worcester,  421 
foreign  to  320  American.  The  foreigners  in 
Massachusetts  are  chiefly  of  Celtic  origin. 
In  twenty  years  from  the  present  time,  ono- 
half  of  the  young  men  and  women  in  the 
state  will  be  of  direct  Celtic  descendency.  As 
the  traces  of  a  negro  descendency  disappear 
already  in  the  third  or  fourth  generation.  I 
should  think  that  in  Massachusetts  the  Pil- 
grim and  revolutionary  blood,  if  it  is  not  al- 
ready so,  must,  in  very  short  time,  become  at 
least  very  thin. 

The  cause  of  the  large  increase  of  foreign 
births  is  simply  that,  whilst  of  the  native 
population  in  1850  there  were  only  49.07  per 
cent  ovw  the  15th  year  of  age,  tne  average 
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oi^r  U  jmn  ....         U,OU     £3.02    " 
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tli&t  there  are  nov  five  millions  of 
mtrj,  they  will,  from  this 
produce  just  as  much,  and  increase  in 
ledegree,  &b6,610,169  oativeB.     Before 
tlM  mortality  tables  of  the  United  States  were 
pabKRhed,  statisticians  and  political  writers 


Sappoaetl 


unftUy  believed  that  the  foreign  bom  died 
»  greater  proportion  than  the  natives.  But  I 
alwBjB  doubted  it  from  the  reason  that  over 
ore-half  of  the  deaths  occurs  under  the  age 
of  twenty.  Of  the  foreigners  lirin^  in  this 
ooDDtry,  however,  only  one-fourth  is  below 
IhM  age,  and  especially  the  children  are  want- 
ing, amongst  which  the  mortality  is  always 
pmportionally  the  greatest.  The  census  has 
Mbown  that  I  was  not  in  error.  According  to 
a  statement  therein  contained,  the  per-^entage 
iif  native  deaths,  excluding  slaves,  was  1.494,  : 
whilst  that  of  the  foreign  was  onlv  1.469.  1  ! 
uk*  only  the  aggrccftte  ratio  of  the  totnl 
number  of  deaths  in  the  United  States,  wil  h- 
•lot  going  into  details,  as  I  do  not  believe  in 
its  oorrectness,  being  convinced  that  the  ratio 
is  too  hieh  in  favor  of  the  natives  and  against 
the  foreigners.  According  to  this  mortality 
report,  there  died  in  New  York,  one  out  of  'S2 
fiTeigners;  in  Massachusetts,  one  of  every 
6i);  in  New  Jersey,  one  of  eveiT  110 ;  and  In 
.Maryland,  one  of  every  116.  These  discrep- 
ancies are  too  great  t«  bear  any  similarity  ti  i 
irtith.  But  it  matters  nothing  for  mv  pur- 
pose, as  it  yet  shows  that,  oontrary  to  former 
■apposition,  the  foreigners  have  at  most  tlie 
•Mue  and  not  a  greater  ratio  of  deaths  thnii 
the  native  population. 

According  to  the  above  calculation,  tha 
immigrants  and  their  descendants  number  in 
1><50:— 


essay  on  immip'stion,  puts  down  at  50  per 
cent  of  Che  total  numlicr.  Should  their  natii- 
rul  increase  resemble  that  of  the  foreign  juipit- 
lation  in  Massachusetts,  as  stated  above,  none 
will  find  my  hvpothetical  statement  out  of 
reach  of  probabriity. 

These  astounding  results  enable  us  to  dis- 
cuss intelligibly  the  effects  of  immigration 
upon  our  national  progreBS  in  the  great  ele- 
nieuts  of  strength  and  greatness,  and  wealth 
and  prosperity.  If  immigration  had  been  cut 
off  in  1790,  our  popnlati<m  in  IS50  would 
have  been  about  what  it  actually  was  in  1820. 
Immigration,  then,  has  put  us  thirty  yonrs 
forward  in  this  important  element  of  national 
prosperity.  Our  inurease  in  all  the  depart' 
ments  of  national  progress  has  been  in  the 
exact  ratio  of  our  increase  in  population. 
Whilst  the  latter  haa  increased  siifold,  our 
commercial  eiports  have  increased,  in  the 
mine  period,  eightfold,  and  our  imports  thre«- 
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At  the  first  glance  it 
credible  that  the  eicei 
should  alone  amount  in 
1340  to  1850  to  3,216.8 
remembered  that  the  inu 


12.432,151) 
U.032,HXi 
9.277.2:iO 
8,669,0S'.i 
5.656,847 
3,215,8'J9 
1  almost  iii- 
s  from  immigratii'ii 
the  single  decade  nf 
19.  But  it  must  },i: 
ligration  within  the >^(.- 
years,  as  given  hy  tne  cuslom-houso  reporti. 
amounted  to  not  less  than  1,677,330,  without 
thoaa  of  which  the  custom-houses  give  ii<> 
retuma,  and  whiob  Dr.  Chickering,  in  his  [ 


None  can  fail  to  see  in  these  fipires  the 
great  benefit  this  country  ha'f  derived  from 
flie  increased  immigration.  Enormous  is  the 
increase  of  shipping,  revenues  and  commerce, 
from  1840  to  1845.  Our  imports  increased 
200  per  cent.,  our  eiports  300  per  cent.,  out 
commercial  fleet  100  per  cent.,  and  our  reve- 
nues more  than  300  per  cent.  Since  1840, 
immigration  has  been  chiefly  directed  to  this 
country.  Compare,  again,  1850  with  1865, 
and  the  blindest  man  will  perceive  that  tho 
sudden  rise  of  wealCli  and  power  this  country 
owes  chiefly  to  immigration.  But  for  the 
influence  of  immigration,  the  wonderful  works 
of  improvement,  which  have  added  so  much 
to  our  national  wealth  and  prosperity,  could 
not  have  been  accomplished.  To  this  we  are 
indebted,  in  an  eminent  degree,  for  the  thou- 
sauds  of  miles  of  railroad  and  canal  commu- 
nication which  now  cover  our  vast  domain 
tike  a  net-wort,  and  furnish  ready  and  pro- 
fitable facilities  for  realizing  the  t)ene6ts  of 
the  productive  energies  and  enterprise  of  every 
industrial  pursuit.  To  this  we  are  indebted 
for  the  reduction  of  the  vast  wilderness  of  the 
west  and  northwest  to  the  dominion  of  civili- 
zation and  industry,  swelling  the  amount  of 
our  annual  revenues,  increasing  to  an  almoct 
limitless  extent  our  commercial  wealth,  and 
placing  us  in  the  front  rank  of  nations  as  an 
agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  commeroial 
people.  To  immigration  we  are  indebted  in 
no  small  degree  for  the  rapid  addition  of  siata 
after  itftte  to  the  oonfedemcj,  nntil  w«  ham 


254 


THE  POUTICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


ipanned  the  oontinent  with  more  than  double 
our  original  number.  But  it  cannot  be  neces- 
sary to  dwell  upon  results  so  astounding  to 
foreign  nations,  and  so  flattering  to  our  own 
national  pride.  To  appreciate  them,  we  have 
but  to  imagine  twelve  millions  of  our  popula- 
tion withdrawn,  and  reflect  upon  the  amazing 
contrast  that  would  now  be  presented  with 
a  population  little  more  than  one-third  of 
its  present  number  I  This  contrast  will  be 
better  appreciated,  if  we  imagine  the  follow- 
ing eighteen  of  the  bright  stars  which  now 
illustrate  the  galaxy  of  states  expunged  from 
our  national  banner :  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
California,  Florida,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Wisconsm, 
Virginia,  and  New  York.  These  states  have 
a  free  white  population  of  twelve  millions,  the 
amount  of  increase  resulting  from  immigra- 
tion. Instead  of  setting  up  a  just  claim  to 
being  the  most  happy,  and  prosperous,  and 
powerful  nation  on  the  earth,  able  to  com- 
mand respect  all  over  the  world,  to  maintain 
our  rights  on  sea  and  land  against  any  foreign 
combination,  and  by  the  moral  power  of  our 
republican  example  to  shake  the  hoary  thrones 
of  monarchs  in  the  Old  World,  we  snould  be 
a  fourth  rate  national  power,  subject  to  con- 
stant dangers  of  foreign  invasion,  and  poorly 
al)le  to  defy  the  aggressions  of  a  foreign 
cnenry.  These  results  prove  the  wisdom  of 
the  fathers  of  the  republic  in  resisting  the 
attempts  of  the  British  king  to  prevent  immi- 
gration into  the  colonies,  and  illustrate  the 
soundness  of  the  policy  which  has  enacted 
liberal  naturalization  laws  and  given  encour- 
agement to  foreign  immigration. 

Men  do  not  come  here  merely  for  the  pur- 
jDMOse  of  improving  their  physical  condition. 
This  is  especially  shown  by  the  sudden  de- 
crease of  immigration  since  the  political 
ascendancy  of  the  American  party.  £xactly 
one  hundred  per  cent,  less  have  arrived  in 
1855  than  in  the  preceding  year  1854. 
In  1854,  landed  ....  460,474 
In  1855        "       .        .        .        .        230,476 


Decrease 


229,998 


In  order  to  have  an  idea  of  the  loss  this 
eountry  has  sustained  hereby,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  state  that  the  population  of  Delaware 
and  Florida  together  is  vet  far  below  the 
number  of  persons  this  policy  has  kept  away 
in  1855.  Rhode  Island  had  in  1850  only 
147,545,  and  may  have  now  about  180,000. 
Only  imagine  that  one  year  of  this  policy  has 
cost  us  already  more  than  the  present  popula- 
tion of  two  states  like  Delaware  and  fiorida  1 
How  much  will  it  cost  us  if  this  sway  should 
be  extended  to  four  years  more  ?  This  is  the 
real  and  true  standard  with  which  to  measure 
the  prudence  of  the  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can Order.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
immigration  of  1856  will  be  even  far  behind 
that  of  1855,  if  one  may  judge  after  the  com- 
l^tratiyelj  small  number  who  have  arrived  in 


the  first  quarter  of  this  year.    After  that  rata 
the  whole  immigration  will  hardly  exceed 
50,000.    This  shows  sufficiently  that  the  im- 
migrants come  to  this  country  just  as  much 
for  political  freedom  as  materi€Ll  well-being. 
It  is  true,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  power,  can  use  means  to  prevent  immigra- 
tion, and  prohibit  it  if  they  will.    But»  in 
doing  so,  an  original  and  distinguished  prin- 
ciple of  the  government  must  be  abrogated ; 
and,  having  done  this,  we  descend  to  a  level 
with  the  arbitrary  and  prescriptive  thrones 
of  Europe.     But  the  loss  of  the  laborious 
immigrant  will  soon  be  felt.      As  alreadj^ 
stated,  the  most  of  the  immigrants  wended 
their  way  to  the  prairies  of  the  Far  West,  buy- 
ing from  the    ^vemment  with   their  own 
money  the  public  lands,  in  order  to  wrest  a 
livelihood  from  the  bosom  of  mother  earth. 
Their  labors  have  enriched  not  only  the  culti- 
vator, but  the  country  and  the  native-bom 
citizen.    Others  again  remained  in  the  great 
Atlantic  cities,  where  their  herculean  energies 
have  been  employed  in  the  erection  of  public 
works.    Men  of  genius,  artists,  scholars,  came 
with  this  tide  of  immigration;    and,  while 
they  have  been  able  to  find  employment  for 
themselves,  they  have  also  vastly  contributed 
to  tlie  intellectual  stores  of  this  country.    A 
remarkable  instance  of  the  public  spirit  and 
generosity  of  foreign  bom  citizens  may  be 
seen  in  the  fact  that  the  three  leading  scien- 
tific or  educational  institutions  in  the  United 
States  were  founded  by  men  bom  in  other 
lands.    I  allude  to  the  great  Astor  Library, 
of  New  York,  endowed  by  the  German,  John 
Jacob  Astor ;  the  Girard  College,  in  Phila- 
delphia, endowed  by  the  Frenchman,  Stephen 
Girard;  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at 
Washington,   endowed  by  the  fingliabmau, 
John  Smithson. 

It  is  not  a  high  estimate  if  we  put  down  the 
immigration  in  five  years,  from  1850  to  1S55. 
at  about  two  and  a  half  millions.  Suppobo 
this  number  brought  with  them  in  value  only 
30  dollars  per  head,  which  is  the  very  lowest 
estimate ;  and  they  have  enriched  the  country 
in  the  very  short  space  of  five  years,  by  an 
amount  equal  to  $/ 5,000,000.  It  is  also  a 
very  safe  calculation  to  say  that  these  immi- 
grants have  paid  $150,000,000  into  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  for  public  land;*. 
The  revolutions  of  1848  gave  emigration  a 
vast  impulse,  and  drove  masses  of  men  of 
excellent  Quality  to  our  shores.  Whether  wo 
consider  tne  amount  of  money,  prinoipaliy 
specie,  brought  with  them,  or  the  amount  paid 
into  the  treasury  for  public  lands,  or  the  ad- 
vantages conferred  upon  the  native  popula- 
tion by  their  industry  and  their  skill,  we  may 
well  hesitate  in  alarm  and  surprise,  that  any 
movement  looking  to  the  arrest  or  curtailment 
of  the  tide  of  immigration  should  for  one  mo- 
ment have  been  encouraged  by  any  portion  of 
the  American  pei)ple.  The  principles  of  the 
American  order,  if  carried  out,  would  degrade 
the  emigrant  to  the  low  position  of  an  £ast 
Indian  pariah,  or  a  Russian  serf,  ezceptbg 
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onlj  that  be  ooold  not  be  sold.  Tbey  woald 
doom  bim  to  a  fate  far  worse  than  the  hardest 
despotism  of  the  Old  World.  There,  at  least, 
he  would  bare  the  consciousness  of  not  suffer- 
ing alone,  as  the  whole  population,  and  not  a 
part  of  it,  would  have  no  more  rights  than 
nimself.  Here  he  would  be  marked  out  as  an 
inferior,  useful  only  to  die  canals  and  build 
nulroads,  to  fight  like  the  Helots  of  old,  to  act 
as  hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of  water  to 
Uioee  who  falsely  call  themselves  superior 
beings.  And  not  this  only.  While  this  is 
soagnt  to  be  made  the  lot  of  the  white  adopted 
dtisens— while  the  laboring  classes  are  ap- 
pealed to  deny  equal  privileges  to  the  foreign 
CMim  fellow-bein^  of  tneir  own  race — behold 
their  efforts  making  in  the  free  states  to  ele- 
vate the  neero  to  the  political  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  whites  I 

"  Americans  must  rule  America  1" — that  is 
the  constant  war-cry  of  the  opponents  of  im- 
mif^tion.  There  are  at  present  in  the  United 
States  twenty-seven  millions  of  inhabitants, 
of  which  five  millions  are  foreigners.    The 

\  Senate  contains  62  and  the  House  234  mem- 
bers. Should  the  five  millions  be  equally  re- 
presented in  their  specific  qualification  as 
fbreigners,  of  the  Senators  14  and  of  the 
House  53  should  be  foreign-bom  citizens.  But 
there  is  not  a  single  foreign-bom  member  in 
Congress.  Are  the  Democratic  members  for 
whom  foreign-born  citizens  have  cast  their 

\  votes,  not  as  good,  intelligent,  and  wise  as 
those  who  have  been  elected  by  a  mere  native 
vote?  The  American  party  speak  constantly 
of  their  revolutionary  inheritance,  their  "  glo- 
rious sires  of  '76."  Will  they  inform  me  how 
many  of  them  can  trace  bacK  their  lineage  to 
the  time  of  the  Revolution  ?  Are  not  at  least 
two-thirds  of  their  number  descendants  of 
those  who  arrived  in  the  country  since  1790  ? 
Was  not,  in  New  York,  even  their  candidate 
for  TOvemor  a  son  of  a  foreigner?  Are  not, 
with  the  only  exception  of  two^  all  the  148  or 
149  of  them  elected  to  the  New  York  state 
legislature  sons  of  foreign  parents  ?  The  an- 
swer to  these  questions  will  put  to  shame  the 
warfare  which  is  waging  upon  the  policy  of 
the  founders  of  this  republic.  It  is  not  simply 
a  warfare  upon  the  foreign-bom  citizens  dif- 
fused throughout  the  Union,  identified  in  inte- 
rest with  our  institutions ;  connected  by  the 
closest  ties  with  native  bom  citizens ;  engaged 
in  industrial  pursuits,  which  add  to  the  na- 
tional wealth  and  prosperity ;  levelling  moun- 
tains and  filling  up  valleys  for  our  great 
internal  improvements;  felling  the  forests, 
and  spreading  the  area  of  productive  agricul- 
ture m  the  far  West ;  shouldering  their  mus- 
kets when  the  tocsin  of  war  sounds ;  and 
fighting  and  dying  bravely  on  the  battle-field 
by  the  side  of  native  Americans.  A  warfare 
upon  such  a  body  of  men  is  bad  enough  in 
atl  conscience ;  but  the  warfare  is  against  the 
principles  on  which  our  Revolution  was  started 
and  was  consummated — against  the  policy  en- 
i;rafted  upon  our  Constitution,  and  carried 
eoi  bj  liberal  natoralixation  laws  in  Con- 


^ss ;  and  against  the  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, which  has  received  one  of  its  chief 
impulses  from  this  policy. 


Independent  Democrats. 

Appeal  of,  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States. 

Washington,  Jan.  19,  1854. 

Felix)w-Citiz£ns  :  As  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  our  duty  to  warn  our  constituents 
whenever  imminent  danger  menaces  the  free- 
dom of  our  institutions  or  the  permanency  of 
our  Union.- 

Such  danger,  as  we  firmly  believe,  now  im- 
pends, and  we  earnestly  solicit  your  prompt 
attention  to  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  bill  for 
the  organization  of  the  territory  of  Nebraska 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  with  an 
overwhelming  majority.  That  bill  was  based 
on  the  principle  of  excluding  slavery  from  the 
new  territory.  It  was  not  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate,  and  consequently 
failed  to  become  a  law. 

At  the  present  session  a  new  Nebraska  bill 
has  been  reported  by  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Territories,  which,  should  it  unhappilr 
receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  will  open  all 
the  unorganized  territory  of  the  Union  to  the 
ingress  of  slavery. 

We  arraign  this  bill  as  a  j^ss  violation  of 
a  sacred  pledge;  as  a  criminal  betrayal  of 
precious  rights;  as  part  and  parcel  of  an 
atrocious  plot  to  exclude  from  a  vast  unoccu- 
pied region  immigrants  from  the  Old  World, 
and  free  laborers  from  our  own  states,  and 
convert  it  into  a  dreary  region  of  despotism, 
inhabited  by  masters  and  slaves. 

Take  your  maps,  fellow-citizens,  we  entreat 
ou,  and  see  what  country  it  is  which  this 
Dill,  gratuitously  and  recklessly,  proposes  to 
open  to  slavery. 

From  the  southwestern  comer  of  Missouri 
pursue  the  parallel  of  3G  de^.  30  min.  north 
latitude,  westerly  across  the  Arkansas,  across 
the  north  fork  of  Canadian  to  the  north- 
eastern angle  of  Texas:  then  following  Uie 
northern  boundary  of  Texas  to  the  western 
limit  of  New  Mexico ;  then  proceed  along  that 
western  line  to  its  northern  termination  ;  then 
again  turn  weatwardly  and  follow  the  northern 
line  of  New  Mexico  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  then  ascend  northwardly  along 
the  crest  of  tliat  mountain  range  to  the  line 
which  separates  the  United  States  from  the 
British  possessions  in  North  America,  on  the 
49th  parallel  of  north  latitude ;  then  pursue 
your  course  eastwardly  along  that  line  to  the 
White  Earth  River,  which  fSls  into  the  Mis- 
souri from  the  north;  descend  that  river  to 
its  confluence  with  the  Missouri ;  descend  the 
Missouri,  along  the  western  border  of  Minne- 
sota, of  Iowa,  of  Mbsouri,  to  the  point  where 
it  ceases  to  be  a  boundary  line,  and  enters  the 
state  to  which  it  gives  its  name ;  then  continue 
your  southward  oourse  along  the  weetera  limit 
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of  tbat  state  to  the  point  from  which  jon  vet 
(int.  Yoa  have  now  made  the  circuit  nf  the 
proposed  tenitoiy  of  Nebr&ska.  You  h&ve 
traTeraed  the  vait  diatance  of  more  than  threo 
thouoand  mites.  You  have  traced  the  outline 
o(  an  are»  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thousiuid  square  miles ;  more  thai)  twelve 
times  as  ^eat  as  that  of  Ohio. 

This  immeoHe  region,  occupying  the  very 
heart  of  the  North  Amsricau  continent,  and 
larger,  hj  thirty-three  thousand  square  miles, 
than  all  the  existing  free  states,  eioludine 
California — this  immense  region,  well  watered 
and  fertile,  through  which  the  middle  and 
northern  routes  from  the  Atlantio  to  the  Pa- 
cific must  pass — this  immense  region,  embrac- 
ing all  the  unorganiied  territory  nf  the  nation. 
except  the  compafadvely  insienificant  district 
of  Indian  Territory  north  ot  Red  River,  and 
between  Arkansas  and  Texas,  and  now  for 
more  than  thir^  vears  regarded  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  the  American  people  as  con- 
secrated to  freedom,  by  statute  and  by  compact 
— this  immense  region,  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate,  without  reason  and  without  ex- 
cuse, but  in  flagrant  disregard  of  sound  policy 
and  sacred  fai£,  proposes  to  open  to  slavery. 

We  beg  your  attention,  fellow-citixens,  to  a 
fbvr  historical  facts. 

The  original  settled  policy  of  the  United 
States,  clearly  indicated  by  the  Jefferson  pro- 
viso of  JT84,  and  by  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
was  non-extension  of  slavery. 

In  1803,  Louisiana  was  aojuired  by  pur- 
chase from  France.  At  that  time  there  were 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  slaves  in 
this  territory,  most  of  toem  vrithin  what  is 
now  the  state  of  Louisiana ;  a  few,  only,  fur- 
rier north,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Congress,  instead  of  providing  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  new  territory,  per- 
mitted its  continuance.  In  1812  the  suite  of 
Louisiana  was  organiied  and  admitted  into 
the  Union  with  slavery. 

In  1818,  six  Tears  Uter,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territory  of  Missouri  applied  to  Congress 
for  authority  to  form  a  stAl«  constitution,  and 
for  admission  into  the  Union.  There  were,  at 
tJiat  time,  in  the  whole  territory  aci]uired 
from  France,  outside  of  the  stat«  of  Louisiana, 
not  three  thousand  slaves. 

There  was  no  apology  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  for  the  continuance  of  slaverv. 
The  original  national  policy  was  against  it, 
and  not  less  the  plain  Unguage  of  Uie  treaty 
under  which  the  territory  baa  b«en  acquired 
fr[>m  France. 

It  WHS  proposed,  therefore,  to  incorporate  in 
the  bill  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  state 
government,  a  provision  requiring  tbat  the 
uonstitation  of  the  new  state  should  contain 
an  article  providing  for  the  abolition  of  exist- , 
ing  slavery,  and  prohibiting  the  further  intro- 
duction or  slaves.  i 

This  provision  was  vthemently  and  perti-  < 
naoionsly  opposed ;  but  finally  prevailed  in  tho  i 
Uouse  of  Representatives  by  a  decided 
In  tbe  Senate  it  wu  r^MtM,  and,  in  o 


r^MtM,  and,  in  ooom-  t 


Sienctt  of  the  disagreement  between  tiie  tvrr 
oases,  the  bill  was  lost. 
At  the  next  session  of  Congress  the  omtro- 
versy  was  renewed  with  increased  viulenc«>. 
It  was  terminated,  at  length,  by  a  coinpni- 
mise.  Missouri  was  allow^  to  ucime  into  the 
Union  with  slavery,  but  a  section  was  in- 
serted in  the  act  authorizing  her  admission. 
excluding  slavery,  for  ever,  from  all  the  terri- 
tory acquired  from  France,  not  included  in 
the  new  state,  lying  north  of  thirty-«ix  de- 
grees thirty  minutes. 

We  quote  the  prohibitory  seoUon:* 
"Sat  a.  Da  It  tmOui  fliiKled,  Thst  In  mil  Ikil  ■crritnrr 
odtd  bjr  Fnnn  to  Ihn  UnltM  Sutw.  uwlo-  tk<  bkim  of 
LDuUini,  wbleh  Ika  norUi  of  Ihlrty-rfi  dttrram  md  IhlMj 

of  til*  lUla  amtumidilMl  bj  1hl>  u-I,  nlmry  ud  Inroliin- 
^iJI  bt  (Dd  1)  hcrvbf  (hr  eisr  problhllal." 

The  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  this 
prohibition  was  submitted  by  President  Mon- 
roe to  his  cabinet.  John  Quincy  Adams  was 
then  Secretary  of  State ;  John  C.  Calboun  was 
Secretary  of  War;  William  II.  Crawford  was 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  William  Wirt 
was  Attorney  General.  Each  of  tbeso  eml 
nent  men,  three  of  them  being  from  bIbvb 
states,  gave  a  written  opinion,  affirming  its 
constitutionality,  and  thereupon  the  act  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  President,  himself 
also  from  a  slave  state. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  in  history  than  the 
fact,  that  Missouri  could  not  have  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  stave  state,  hod  not  certain  mem- 
bers from  the  free  states  been  reconciled  to 
the  measure  by  the  incorporation  of  this  pro- 
hibition into  the  act  of  admission.  Nothing 
is  more  certain  than  that  this  prohibition  has 
been  regarded  and  accepted  by  the  whole 
country  as  a  solemn  compact  against  tlie  ex- 
tension of  slavery  into  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory acquired  from  France,  lying  north  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  not  in- 
cluded in  the  now  state  of  Missouri.  Tli* 
same  act — let  it  bo  ever  remembered — which 
authorized  the  formation  of  a  constitution  for 
the  state,  without  a  clause  forbidding  slavery, 
consecrated,  beyond  question  and  beyond 
honest  recall,  the  whole  remwnder  of  the 
territory  to  freedom  and  free  institutions  for 
ever.  For  more  than  thirty  years — during 
more  than  half  the  period  of  our  national 
existence  under  our  present  Constitution — 
this  compact  has  been  universally  regarded 
and  actcit  upon  as  inviolablo  American  law. 
In  conformity  with  it.  Iowa  was  admitted  as 
a  free  state,  and  Minnesota  has  been  organized 

It  is  a  Htran^^c  and  ominous  fact,  well  cal- 
culated to  awaken  tlio  worst  appreli  ens  ions, 
ond  the  most  fearful  forebodings  of  future 
calamities,  that  it  is  now  detiherately  pui^ 
posed  to  repeal  this  prohibition,  by  imphca- 
tion  or  directly— the  tatter,  certainly,  the 
manlier  way — and  thus  to  subvert  this  com- 
pact, and  allow  slavery  in  all  the  yet  unor- 
ganized territory. 

n*  B,  lMV-4  U.  B.  BlitMa  at  Lun  Mh 
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W«  cumot,  in  this  address,  review  the  rari- 
oiis  Dretences  under  which  it  is  attempted  to 
doAk  this  monstrous  wrong ;  but  we  must  not 
aloMther  omit  to  notice  one. 

it  is  said  that  the  territory  of  Nebraeika 
■attains  the  same  relations  to  slavery  as  did 
the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  prior  to 
1850,  and  that  the  pro-slavery  claunes  of  the 
bill  are  necessary  to  carry  into  eifect  the  com- 
promises of  that  year. 

No  assertion  could  be  more  ground lcs9. 

Three  acquisitions  of  territorv  have  been 
made  by  treaty.  The  first  was  t^rom  Frauce. 
Oat  of  this  territory  have  been  created  the 
three  slave  states  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and 
Missouri,  and  the  single  free  state  of  Iowa. 
The  controversy  which  arose  in  relation  to 
the  then  unorganized  portion  of  this  territory 
was  closed  in  1820,  by  the  Missouri  act,  con- 
taining the  slavery  prohibition,  as  has  been 
already  stated:  This  controversy  related  only 
to  territory  acquired  from  France.  The  act, 
by  which  it  was  terminated,  was  confined,  by 
its  own  express  terms,  to  the  same  territory, 
and  had  no  relation  to  any  other. 

The  second  accjuisition  was  from  Spain. 
Florida,  the  territory  thus  acquin-d,  was 
rielded  to  slavery  without  a  Btrug;,le,  and 
almost  without  a  murmur. 

The  third  was  from  Mexico.  The  contro- 
versy which  arose  from  this  acquivsition  is 
fresh  in  the  remembrance  of  the  American 
fieople.  Out  of  it  sprung  the  acts  c)f  Con- 
grc!»,  commonly  known  as  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  by  one  of  which  California 
was  admitted  as  a  free  state ;  while  two  others, 
«»rgani£ing  the  territories  of  New  Mexico  and 
Itah,  exposed  all  the  residue  of  the  recently 
acquired  territory  to  the  invasion  of  slavery. 

These  acts  were  never  supposed  to  abrogate 
or  touch  the  existing  exclusion  of  slavery  from 
what  is  now  called  Nebraska.  They  applied 
to  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico,  and  to 
that  only.  They  were  intended  as  a  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy  growing  out  of  that 
acquisition,  and  of  that  controversy  only. 
They  must  stand  or  fall  by  their  own  merits. 

The  statesmen  whose  powerful  support  car- 
ried the  Utah  and  New  Mexico  acts,  never 
dreamed  that  their  provisions  would  ever  be 
applied  to  Nebraska.  Even  at  the  last  session 
ox  Con^ss,  Mr.  Atchison,  of  Missouri,  in  a 
«»peech  in  fav«^r  of  taking  up  the  former  Ne- 
braska bill,  <m  the  morning  of  the  4th  of 
Maroh,  1853,  said :  *'  It  is  evident  that  the 
Missouri  Compromise  cannot  be  repealed.  So 
far  as  that  question  is  concerned,  we  might  as 
well  agree  to  the  admission  of  this  territory 
now,  as  next  year,  or  five  or  ten  years  hence." 
These  words  could  not  have  fallen  from  this 
watchful  guardian  of  slavery,  had  he  sup- 
posed that  this  territory  was  embraced  by  tlie 
pro-slavery  provisions  of  the  compromise  acts. 
This  pretension  had  not  then  been  set  up.  It 
is  a  pSdpable  after-thought. 

The  compromise  acts  themselves  refute  this 
pretension.    In  the  third  article  of  the  second 
wotioB  of  the  joint  reaolutioii  lor  annexine 
17 


Texas  to  the  United  States,  ft  is  expressly  de- 
clared that "  in  such  state  or  states  as  shall  be 
formed  out  of  said  territory  north  of  said  Mis- 
souri Compromise  line,  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude,  except  for  crime,  shall  be  prohi- 
bited ;***  and  in  the  act  for  organising  New 
Mexico  and  settling  the  boundary  of  Texas,  a 

Sroviso  was  incorporated,  on  the  motion  of 
-  Ir.  Mason  of  Virginia,  which  distinctly  pre- 
serves thb  prohibition,  and  flouts  the  bare- 
faced pretension  that  all  the  territory  of  the 
[Jnited  States,  whether  south  or  north  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise  line,  is  to  be  open  to 
slavery.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"  ProTlded,  That  nothing  herein  contained  iduUI  ht  con* 
8trned  to  impair  or  quality  anything  contained  in  the  third 
arUcle  of  the  NK»nd  section  of  the  joint  remlution  Ibr  an- 
nexing  Texas  to  the  United  States,  approred  March  1, 1846. 
either  aa  regards  the  number  of  states  that  nay  lierwtnar 
be  formed  out  of  the  state  of  Texas,  or  otherwiae."t 

Here  is  proof,  beyond  controversy,  that  the 
principle  of  the  Missouri  act  prohibiting  sla* 
very  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.,  far  from  being 
abrogated  by  the  compromise  acts,  is  expresiN 
ly  affirmed ;  and  that  the  proposed  repeal  of 
this  prohibition,  instead  of  being  an  affirmi^ 
tion  of  the  compromise  acts,  is  a  repeal  of  a 
very  prominent  provision  of  the  most  impor- 
tant act  of  the  series.  It  is  solemnly  declared 
in  the  very  compromise  acts  **  that  nothing^ 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
or  qualify"  the  prohibition  of  slavery  nortn  of 
36  deg.  30  min.,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  this 
declaration,  that  sacred  prohibition  is  said  to 
be  overthrown.  Can  presumption  further  go  ? 
To  all  who,  in  any  way,  lean  upon  these  com- 
promises, we  commend  this  exposition. 

The  pretences,  therefore,  that  the  territory, . 
covered  by  the  positive  prohibition  of  1820, 
sustains  a  similar  relation  to  slavery  with  that 
acquired  from  Mexico,  covered  by  no  prohibi- 
tion except  that  of  disputed  constitutional  or 
Mexican  law,  and  that  the  compromises  of 
1850  require  the  incorporation  of  the  pro- 
slavery  clauses  of  the  Utah  and  New  Mexico 
bill  in  the  Nebraska  act,  are  mere  inventions,, 
designed  to  cover  up  from  public  reprehen- 
sion meditated  bad  faith.  Were  he  living 
now,  no  one  would  be  more  forward,  more 
eloquent,  or  more  indignant,  in  his  denuncia- 
tion of  that  bad  faith,  than  Henry  Clay,  the 
foremost  champion  of  both  compromises. 

In  1820  the  slave  states  said  to  the  free 
states,  "  Admit  Missouri  with  slavery  and  re- 
frain from  positive  exclusion  south  of  thirty- 
six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  we  will  join 
you  in  perpetual  prohibition  north  of  that 
line."  The  free  states  consented.  In  1854 
the  slave  states  say  to  the  free  states,  **  Mis- 
souri is  admitted ;  no  prohibition  of  slavery 
south  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  has 
been  attempted;  we  have  received  the  full 
consideration  of  our  agreement;  no  more  is 
to  be  gained  by  adherence  to  it  on  our  part : 
we.  therefore,  propose  to  cancel  the  compact.'' 
If  this  be  not  Punio  faith,  what  is  it?    Not 

*  Act  March  1, 184&--6  U.  S.  SUtntai  at  Laiga,  707. 
t  Oongrensiona]  Globa,  1848-18&0.  p.  16S2i  act  8aptamb»^ 
0, 1810-9  U.  8. 8t>t«lM  St  Uif%  m. 
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without  the  deepest  dishonor  and  crime  can 
the  free  states  acquiesce  in  this  demand. 

We  confess  our  total  inability  properly  to 
delineate  the  character  or  describe  the  conse- 
quences of  this  measure.  Language  fails  to 
express  the  sentiments  of  indignation  and  ab- 
horrence which  it  inspires;  and  no  vision, 
less  penetrating  and  comprehensive  than  that 
of  the  All-Seeing,  can  reach  its  evil  bsues. 

To  some  of  its  more  immediate  and  inevi- 
table consequences,  however,  we  must  attempt 
to  direct  your  attention. 

What  wiU  be  the  effect  of  this  measure, 
should  it  unhappily  become  a  law,  upon  the 
proposed  Pacific  railroad  ?  We  have  already 
saia  that  two  of  the  principal  routes,  the  cen- 
tral and  the  northern,  traverse  thi^  territory. 
If  slavery  be  allowed  there,  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  country  must  be  greatly 
retarded.  Inducements  to  the  immigration 
of  free  laborers  will  be  almost  destroyed.  The 
enhanced  cost  of  construction,  and  the  dimi- 
nished expectation  of  profitable  returns,  will 
present  almost  insuperable  obstacles  to  build- 
ing the  road  at  all ;  while,  even  if  made,  the 
difficulty  and  expense  of  keeping  it  up,  in  a 
country  from  which  the  energetic  and  intelli- 
gent masses  will  be  virtually  excluded,  will 
greatly  impair  its  usefulness  and  value. 

From  the  rich  lands  of  this  large  territory 
also,  patriotic  statesmen  have  anticipated  that 
a  free,  industrious,  and  enlightenea  popula- 
tion will  extract  abundant  treasures  of  indivi- 
dual and  public  wealth.  There,  it  has  been 
expected,  freedom-loving  emigrants  from  Eu- 
rope, and  energetic  and  intdligcnt  laborers 
from  our  own  land,  will  find  homes  of  comfort 
and  fields  of  useful  enterprise.  If  this  bill 
shall  become  a  law,  all  sucn  expectation  will 
turn  to  grievous  disappointment.  The  blight 
of  slavery  will  cover  the  land.  The  home- 
stead law,  should  Congress  enact  one,  will  be 
worthless  there.  Freemen,  unless  pressed  by 
a  hard  and  cruel  necessity,  will  not,  and 
should  not,  work  beside  slaves.  Labor  can- 
not be  respected  where  any  class  of  laborers 
is  held  in  abject  bondage. 

We  earnestly  request  the  enlightened  con- 
ductors of  newspapers  printed  in  the  German 
and  other  foreign  languages  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  their  readers  to  this  important  mat- 
ter. 

It  is  of  immense  consequence,  also,  to  scru- 
tinize the  geographical  character  of  this  pro- 
ject. We  beg  you,  fellow-citizens,  to  observe 
that  it  will  sever  thb  east  from  the  west  of 
the  United  States  by  a  wide  slavcholding  belt 
3f  country,  extending  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  British  North  America.  It  is  a  bold  scheme 
jtgainst  American  liberty,  worthy  of  an  ac- 
3ompli8hed  architect  of  ruin.  Texas  is  al- 
ready slaveholding,  and  occupies  the  Gulf 
region  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Red  River. 
North  of  the  Red  River,  and  extending  between 
Texas  and  Arkansas,  to  the  parallel  of  thirty- 
six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  lies  the  Indian 
territory,  about  equal  in  extent  to  the  latter 


state,  in  whieh  slaymr  was  not  prohibited  by 
the  act  of  1820.  From  thirty-six  d^reea 
thirty  minutes  to  the  boundary  line  between 
our  own  country  and  the  British  possessioinsy 
stretching  from  west  to  east  through  more 
than  eleven  dcCTces  of  longitude,  and  finom 
south  to  north  tnrough  more  than  twelve  de- 
grees of  latitude,  extends  the  great  territory, 
me  fate  of  which  is  now  to  be  determined  by 
the  American  Congress.  Thus  you  see,  fel- 
low-citizens, that  ue  first  operation  of  the 
proposed  permission  of  slavery  in  Nebraska, 
will  be  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  free  states 
westward,  an^to  cut  off  the  free  states  of  the 
Pacific  from  the  free  states  of  the  Atlantic. 
It  is  hoped,  doubtless,  by  compelling  the 
whole  commerce  and  Uie  whole  travel  be- 
tween the  east  and  the  west  to  pass  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  through  a  slaveholding  region, 
in  the  heart  of  the  continent,  and  by  the  in- 
fluence of  a  federal  government  controlled  by 
the  slave  power,  to  extinguish  freedom  and 
establish  slavery  in  the  states  and  territories 
of  the  Pacific,  and  thus  permanently  subju- 
gate the  whole  country  to  the  yoke  of  a  slave- 
holding  despotism.  Shall  a  plot  against  hu- 
manity and  democracy,  so  monstrous,  and  so 
dangerous  to  the  interests  of  liberty  through- 
out the  world,  be  permitted  to  succeed  ? 

We  appeal  to  the  people.  We  warn  you 
that  the  dearest  interests  of  freedom  and  the 
Union  are  in  imminent  peril.  Demago^es 
may  tell  you  that  the  Union  can  be  maintained 
only  by  submitting  to  the  demands  of  slavery. 
We  teU  you  that  the  safety  of  the  Union  can 
only  be  insured  by  the  full  recognition  of  the 
just  claims  of  freedom  and  man.  The  Union 
was  formed  to  establish  justice,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty.  When  it  fails  to  ac- 
complisn  these  ends,  it  will  be  worthless, 
and  when  it  becomes  worthless  it  cannot  long 
endure. 

We  entreat  you  to  be  mindful  of  that  funda- 
mental maxim  of  democracy,  equal  rights  and 
exact  justice  for  all  men.  Do  not  submit  U> 
become  agents  in  extending  legalized  oppres- 
sion and  systematized  injustice  over  a  vast 
territory  yet  exempt  from  these  terrible  evils. 

We  implore  Christians  and  Christian  minis- 
ters to  interpose.  Their  divine  religion  re- 
quires them  to  behold  in  every  man  a  brother, 
and  to  labor  for  the  advancement  and  regenera- 
tion of  the  human  race. 

Whatever  apologies  may  be  offered  for  the 
toleration  of  slavery  in  the  states,  none  can  bo 
urged  for  its  extension  into  territories  where 
it  does  not  exist,  and  where  that  extension 
involves  the  repeal  of  ancient  law,  and  the 
violation  of  solemn  compact.  Let  all  protest, 
earnestly  and  emphatically,  by  correspondence, 
through  the  press,  by  memorials,  by  resolu- 
tions of  public  meetings  and  legislative  bodies, 
and  in  whatever  other  mode  may  seem  expe- 
dient, against  this  enormous  crime. 

For  ourselves,  we  shall  resist  it  by  speech 
and  vote,  and  with  all  the  abilities  which  Crod 
has  nven  us.  Even  if  overcome  in  the  im- 
pondmg  struggle,  we  shall  not  submit    We 
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shall  go  home  to  our  constituents ;  erect  anew 
the  standard  of  freedom,  and  call  on  the  people 
io  eome  to  the  rescue  of  the  country  from  the 
lomination  of  slavery.  We  will  not  despair : 
lor  the  cause  of  human  freedom  is  the  cause 
ofGod. 

8.  P.  Ghasi,  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Chablbs  Suhnbr,  Senator  from  Mass. 

J.  R.  GiDDiNQS, )  Representatives  from 


Edward  Wadk, 
GsE&iTT  Smith, 

Albx.  De  Witt, 


Ohio. 
Representative    from 

New  York. 
Representative    from 

Mass. 


Independenty  or  SnU-Treasary. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1838,  Mr.  W^ht 
of  N.  Y.,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported an  Independent  Treasury  BilL 

It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1838,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

TSAS. — Meann.  All«n  of  0^  Benton  of  Mo^  Brown  of  N.  CL, 
CUv  ot  Ala.,  Cnthbert  of  Ga.,  Fnlton  of  Ark.,  Uabbard  of 
KTh^  King  of  Ala.^  linn  of  Mo.,  Lnmpkin  of  Ga.,  Lyon  of 
Mich.,  Monii  of  0.,  Bloaton  of  La.,  Niles  of  Conn.,  Norrell 
4tt  MiA..  Pleree  of  N.  U.,  Roane  of  Va.,  Robinson  of  I]l., 
SflTler  of  Ark.,  Smith  of  Conn..  8tran(;e  of  N.  C,  Trotter  of 
1UM^  Walker  of  Miss.,  Wall  of  N.  J.,  WUlianu  of  Me.,  Wright 
of  V.  Y^27. 

Nats. — ^Menrt.  Bayard  of  Del.,  Buchanan  of  Pa.,  Calhoun 
or  S.  C  Clay  of  Ky.,  Oayton  of  Del.,  Crittenden  of  Ky.,  Davis 
of  MaML,  Grundy  of  Tenn.,  Knight  of  K.  I.,  McKean  of  Pa., 
Merrick  of  Md.,  Nicholas  of  La.,  Prentiss  of  Vt,  Preston  of 
&  C,  RiTes  at  Va.,  Robbins  of  R.  I.,  Rugglee  of  Me..  Smith 
of  Ind.,  Southard  of  N.  J.,  Spence  of  Md.,  Swift  of  Vt,  Tall- 
oT  N.  Y.,  Tipton  of  Ind.,  Webster  of  Mass.,  White  of 


Mr.  Calhoun  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
was  at  one  time  shaped,  but  voted  against  it 
because  that  portion  of  it  providing  fur  a  hard 
money  currency  was  stricKen  out. 

It  was  rejected  in  the  Uouse  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1838,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

TiAi. — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Me.,  Andrews  of  N.  H., 
Atherton  of  N.  H.,  Banks  of  Va.,  Beatty  of  Pa.,  Beirne 
of  Va.,  Bicknell  of  N.  T.,  Blrdsall  of  N.  Y.,  Boone  of  Ind., 
Bouldin  of  Vs.,  Brodhead  of  N.  Y.,  Bronson  of  N.  Y.,  Bu- 
chanan of  Pa..  Bynum  of  N.  C,  Cambreleng  of  N.  Y.,  Chaney 
of  C  Chapman  of  Ala.,  Clereland  of  Ga.,  Clowney  of  S.  C, 
Coles  of  Va.,  Conner  of  N.  C,  Craig  of  Va.,  Crary  of  Mich., 
Coahman  of  N.  H.,  Davee  of  Me.,  De  Graff  of  N.  Y.,  Drom- 

rie  of  Va.,  Dnncan  of  0.,  Ktmore  of  8.  C,  Farrlntrton  of 
H.,  Fairfield  of  Me.,  Fletcher  of  Vt,  Fry  of  Pa.,  Gallup  of 
N.  Y.,  Glascock  of  Ga.,  Grant  of  N.  Y-,  Gray  of  N.  Y.,  Griffin 
oC  8.  C  llaley  of  Conn.,  Hammond  of  S.  C^  Hamer  of  0., 
Ilarrlson  of  Mo.,  Hawkins  of  N.  C,  Haynes  of  Ga.,  Holsey 
of  Ga.,  Holt  of  Conn.,  Howard  of  Md.,  Ilubley  of  Pa.,  Hnnter 
of  0.,  Hunter  of  Va.,  Ingham  of  Conn.,  Jackson  of  N.  Y., 
Johnson  of  Va.,  Jones  of  N.  Y.,  Jones  of  Va..  Keim  of  Pa., 
Kemble  of  N.  Y.,  Klingensmith  of  Pa.,  Leadbetter  of  O., 
Lewis  of  Ala.,  Logan  of  Pa.,  Loomls  of  N.  Y.,  Martin  of  Ala., 
McKay  of  N.  C,  R.  MeClellan  of  N.  Y^  A.  Mcaellan  of  Tenn., 
McClore  of  Pa.,  Miller  of  Mo.,  Montgomery  of  N.  C,  Moore 
•f  N.  Y.,  Morgan  of  Va.,  8.  W.  Mnrria  of  Pa.,  Murray  of  Ky., 
Noble  of  N.  Y.,  Owens  of  Ga.,  Palmer  of  N.  Y.,  Parker  of  N. 
Y.,  Parmenter  of  Mass.,  ParTis  of  Mc  Paynter  of  Pa.,  Penny- 
hacker  of  Va.,  Petriken  of  Pa.,  Phelps  of  Conn.,  Pickens  of 
8.  C,  Plmnmer  of  Pa.,  Potter  of  Pa.,  Pratt  of  N.  Y.,  J.  H. 
Prentias  of  N.  Y.,  Riley  of  Pa.,  RheU  of  8.  C,  Richardson  of 
S.  C,  Rives  of  Va.,  Sawyer  of  N.  C,  ShefTer  of  Pa.,  Shepler 
of  0.,  Snyder  of  111.,  Spencer  of  N.  Y.,  Tar  lor  of  N.  Y.,  Thomas 
of  Md.,  Titas  of  N.  Y.,  Tonoey  of  Conn.,  Towns  of  Ga.,  Tumey 
of  Tmn..  Vail  of  N.  Y.,  Wagener  of  Pa..  Webster  of  0.,  Weeka, 
W.  Whittlesley  of  Conn.,  Williams  of  N.  H.,  Worthington  of 
Md.,  Yell  of  Ark.— 111. 

XATs.—Mes8r8.  Adams  of  Mass..  Alexander  of  0.,  Allen  of 
Vt.  J.  U.  Allen  of  O.,  Ayerigg  of  K.  J»  Bell  of  Tenn..  Blddle 
of  Pa..  Bond  of  0.,  Borden  of  Mass.,  Briggs  of  Msss..  Calhoun 
«if  Mass.,  Calhoun  of  Ky.,  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  Campbell  of  S. 
(X.  Carter  of  Ma,  Casey  of  111.,  Charobree  of  Ky.,  Chatham 
of  Tenn.,  Childs  of  N.  Y.,  Clark  of  N.  Y.  Coffin  of  0.,  Corwiu 
of  O.,  Cranston  of  R.  I.,  Crockett  of  Tenn.,  Curtis  of  N.  Y., 
Cashlwar«i«iae  l^rtlurtODofP*  TSvann^fGa^DaTiesof 


Pa.,  Deberry  of  N.  0.,  Dennis  of  Md.,  Donn  of  Ind.,  Edwards 
of  N.  Y.,  Evans  of  Me.,  Everett  of  Vt.  Kwing  of  Ind..  Fletcher 
of  Maai.,  Fillmore  of  N.  Y.,  Foster  of  N.  Y.,  Garland  of  Va., 
Garland  of  La..  Goode  of  0.,  Graham  of  N.  C.  Graham  of  Ind., 
Grantland  of  Ga.,  Graves  of  Ky..  GrenncU  of  Mass.,  UaU 
of  Vt,  Ilalstead  of  N.  J.,  Harlan  of  Ky.,  Harper  of  0., 
Hastings  of  Mass.,  Hawes  of  Ky.,  Ili'nry  of  Pa.,  Herod 
of  Ind.,  HolTman  of  N.  Y.,  Hopkins  of  Va..  Jenifer  of  Md.,  « 
Johnson  of  La.,  Johnson  of  Md.,  Kennedy  of  Md.,  Kllgore 
of  0.,  Legare  of  8.  C,  Lincoln  of  ^laM.,  Lyon  of  Ala.,  Mallory 
of  Va.,  Mason  of  N.  Y.,  Mast^n  of  Va..  Mason  of  O.,  Manry  of 
Teno^  May,  Maxwell  of  N.  J..  McKennan  of  Pa^  Mencfeo 
of  Ky.,  Mercer  of  Va.,  MiUlgan  of  Del..  Mitchell  of  N.  Y.,  M. 
Morris  of  Pa.,  Morris  of  0.,  Naglee  of  Pa.,  Noyes  of  Ble.,  Ogle 
of  Pa.,  Patterson  of  N.  Y.,  Pearce  of  Md.,  Peck  of  N.  Y..  Phil- 
lips of  Ma9s.,  Pope  of  Ky.,  Potta  of  Pa.,  Prentiss  of  Miss., 
Rariden  of  Ind.,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  Reed  of  Mass.,  Renrher 
of  N.  C,  Ridgway  of  0.,  Robertson  of  Va.,  Robinson  of  Me., 
Rumsey  of  Ky.,  Russell  of  N.  Y.,  Sergeant  of  Pa.,  A.  U.  Shep* 
pard  of  N.  a,  C.  Shepard  of  N.  C,  Shields  of  Tenn.,  Sibley 
of  N.  Y.,  Slade  of  Yt,  Southgate  of  Ky..  Stanley  of  N.  C. 
Stuart  of  Va.,  Stone  of  Tenn.,  Stratton  of  N.  J..  TaHafSsrro  of 
Va.,  Thompson  of  8.  C,  Tilllnghast  of  R.  I.,  Toland  of  Pa., 
Underwood  of  Ky.,  Vanderveer  of  N.  Y.,  A.  J.  White  of  Ind., 
White  of  Ky.,  WhitUesey  of  0.,  WiUlams  of  N.  C,  WUliams 
of  Ky.,  J.  L.  Williams  of  Tenn.,  0.  H.  Williams  of  Tenn., 
WTse  of  Va.,  Word  of  Miss.,  Yorke  of  N.  J.— 125. 

Mr.  Foster  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  lost,  and  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  Yeas  21 ; 
nays  205. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1840,  the  Indepen- 
dent Treasury  Bill,  intnxiuced  by  Mr.  Wright^ 
of  N.  Y.,  passed  the  Senate  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows : — 

Yeas. — Mesnrs.  Allen  of  0..  Benton  of  Mo.,  Brown  of  N.  C, 
Buchanan  of  Pa.,  Calhoun  of  8.  C.  Clay  of  Ala.,  Cnthbert  of 
Ga.,  Fulton  of  Ark.,  Grundy  of  Tenn.,  Hubbard  of  N.  H., 
King  of  Ala..  Linn  of  Mo.,  Lumpkin  of  Ga.,  Mouton  of  La., 
Norvell  of  Mich.,  Pierce  of  N.  U.,  Roane  of  Va.,  Sevier  of 
Ark.,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Strange  of  N.  C,  Tappan  of  0.,  Walker 
of  Miss.,  Williams  of  Me..  Wright  of  N.  Y.— 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Betts  of  Conn.,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton  of  Del., 
Crittenden  of  Ky..  Davis  of  Mass.,  Dixon  of  R.  I.,  Henderson 
of  Miss.,  Knight  of  R.  I.#  Merrick  of  Md.,  Nicholas  of  La., 
Phelps  of  Vt,  Prentiss  of  Vt.  Preston  of  8.  C,  Robinson  of 
111.,  Ruggles  of  Me.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  White  of  Ind.,  Young  of 
lU.— 18. 

It  passed  the  House  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1840,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  N.  Y.,  Anderson  of  Me.,  Atherton 
of  N.  11.,  Banks  of  Va.,  Beatty  of  Pa.,  Beirne  of  Va.,  Black 
of  Ga.,  Blackwell  of  Tenn.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Brewster  of  N.  Y., 
Aaron  V.  Brown  of  Tenn.,  Brown  of  Miss.,  Burke  of  N.  H., 
Butler  of  S.  C,  Butler  of  Ky.,  Bynum  of  N.  C,  Oarr  of  Ind., 
Carroll  of  Md.,  Chapman  of  Ala.,  Clifford  of  Me.,  Coles  of  Va., 
Colquitt  of  Ga.,  Connor  of  N.  C.  Cooper  of  Ga.,  Cooper  of  N. 
J.,  Craig  of  Va.,  Crary  of  Mich.,  Cross  of  Ark.,  Dana  of  N.  Y., 
Davee  of  Me.,  Davis  of  Pa.,  Davis  of  Ind.,  Dlckerson  of  N.  J., 
Dttan  of  0.,  Doig  of  N.  Y.,  Dromgoole  of  Va.,  Duncan  of  0., 
Fju-1  of  N.  Y..  Eastman  of  N.  H.,  Ely  of  N.  Y.,  Fine  of  N.  Y., 
Fletcher  of  Vt.  Floyd  of  N.  Y..  Fomance  of  Pa.,  Galbralth 
of  Pa.,  Gerry  of  Pa.,  Griffin  of  8.  C.  Hammond  of  Pa.,  Hand  of 
N.  Y.,  Hastings  of  0.,  Hawkins  of  N.  C.  Hill  of  N.  C,  Hlllen 
of  .Md.,  Hollnman  of  Va.,  Uolmesof  8.C.,  Hook  of  Pa.,  Hfmkins 
of  Va.,  Hubbard  of  Ala.,  Jack  son  of  N.  Y.,  Jameson  of  Mo., 
Johnson  of  Va.,  Johnson  of  Tenn.,  Jones  of  N.  Y.,  Jones  of 
Va..  Keim  of  Pa.,  Kemble  of  N.  Y..  Kille  of  N.  J.,  Leo^better 
of  C  Ijeet  of  Pa..  Leonard  of  N.  Y.,  Lewis  of  Ala.,  Lowell 
of  Me.,  Lucas  of  Va.,  MeClellan  of  Tenn.,  McCuUoh  of  Pa^ 
McKay  of  N.  C.  Mallory  of  N.  Y..  Marriiand  of  Pa.,  MediU 
of  0.,  Miller  of  Mo.,  Montanya  of  N.  Y..  Montgomenr  of  N. 
C  Samuel  W.  Morris  of  Pa^  Newhard  of  Pa.,  Parrish  of  0., 
Parmenter  of  Mass.,  Parris  of  .Me..  Paynter  of  Pa.,  Petrikin 
of  Pa-  Pickens  of  8.  C,  PrenUss  of  S.  Y..  Ramsey  of  Pa., 
Reynolds  of  111.,  Rhett  of  8.  C,  Rives  of  Va.,  Robinson  of 
Del.,  Rogers  of  N.  Y.,  Rogers  of  8.  C  Ryall  of  N.  J..  Samuels 
of  Va.,  Shaw  of  N.  H.,  Shepherd  of  N.  C,  Smith  of  Me.,  8mlth 
of  Vt,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Starkweather  of  0.,  Steenrod  of  Ya., 
Strong  of  N.  Y.,  Sumter  of  8.  C  Swearingen  of  0.,  Sweney 
of  0.,  Taylor  of  O.,  Francis  Thomas  of  MiL,  Philip  F.  Thomas 
of  Md.,  Jacob  Thompson  of  Miss.,  Tomey  of  Tenn.,  Van- 
derpoel  of  N.  Y.,  Vroom  of  N.  J.,  David  D.  Wagener  of  Pa., 
Watterson  of  Tenn^  WcUer  of  0.,  WiUiams  of  N.  H.,  Wii 
liams  of  Bfass.,  Worthington  of  Mdw— 134. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams  of  Mass.,  Alfbrd  of  Ga.,  Allen  of  0- 
Andrews  of  Ky^  Baker  of  Mass ,  Barnard  of  N.  Y.  Bell  of 
Tenn.,  Biddle  of  Pa.,  Bond  of  O.,  Botts  of  Va.,  Briggs  of 
Mass.,  Broekway  of  Cbon.,  Calboia  of  Mua,  CampteU  of  & 
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C  OBMpb«n  ofTmn^  Ouiarof  Ttmi^  Cumy  of  TIL,  China 
of  Lo^  CbitUDden  of  N.  Y^  CUrk  of  N.  Y^  Cooper  of  Pa., 
Cnbb  of  AUl,  Cranstmi  of  R.  I.,  Croekett  of  Tenn^  Cards 
of  N.  Y-  Ciuhing  of  MtM^  DotIw  of  Pa.,  Davii  of  Ky.,  Davaon 
of  Ga.,  Debcrry  of  N.  C  Donnli  of  Ud.,  DeUet  of  Ala..  Kd- 
wards  of  N.  Y.  BTans  of  Uo..  KTerett  of  Yt,  KUlmore  of  N. 
Y.,  Jamw  Oarland  of  Va.,  Garland  of  La.,  Oaten  of  N.  Y., 
Gentry  of  Toon.,  GIddlngs  of  0,  Ooggln  of  Va.,  Ooode  of  0., 
Gmham  of  N.  C,  GraTes  of  Ky.,  Green  of  Ky..  Giinnell  of  N. 
Y.  Habersham  of  Ga.,  Ilall  of  Vk,  UasilnKn  of  Mara..  Uawes 
Uf  Ky.,  Henry  of  Pa.,  IIUl  of  Va.,  HofTman  of  N.  Y«  Hunt  of 
N.  Yn  James  of  Pa^  Jenifcr  of  Md.,  Jobnuton  of  N.  Y^  John- 
son of  Md.,  Kempshall  of  N.  Y.,  King  of  Ga.,  Lincoln  of 
Mass.,  McCarty  of  Va.,  Marion  of  N.  Y.,  Bfaiwn  of  0.,  Mitchell 
of  N.  Y.,  Monroe  of  N.  Y.,  Morgan  of  N.  Y.,  Calrarr  Morris 
of  O.,  Naylor  of  Pa.,  Ninbet  of  Ga.,  Ogle  of  Pa..  Osborne  of 
Oonn^  Palen  of  N.  Y.,  Peck  of  N.  Y.,  Pope  of  Kr„  Pn.fflt  of 
lod.,  Randall  of  Me.,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  KarMen  of  Ind., 
lUjner  of  N.  C,  Reed  of  Mans.,  Ridgway  of  <)..  Ruasell  of  N. 
Y^  flaltonstall  of  Maaa,  Sergeant  of  Pa^  8Imonton  of  Vs., 
Blade  of  Vt,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Stanly  of  N.  C,  Stnart  of  111., 
Tkliafcrro  of  Va.,  Thompson  of  8.  C^  Tlllinghast  of  R.  I., 
VoIaiMl  of  Pa.,  Triplett  of  Ky.,  Trumbull  of  Conn.,  Under- 
wood of  Ky..  Wagner  of  N.  Y.,  Warren  of  Ga.,  White  of  U., 
White  of  Ky.,  Wick  of  Ind.,  WUliams  of  Conn..  WUIIams  of 
N.  a,  Joseph  L.  Williams  of  Tenn.,  Christopher  H.  WiUlams 
ofTteiL— 107. 

On  the  4th  day  of  June,  1841,  Mr.  Clay  in- 
trodo€«d  from  tne  Committee  on  Finance  in 
the  S^te,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Independent 
Treasury  Law. 

On  the  9th  of  June  the  Senate  was  brought 
to  a  vote,  and  passed  the  repealing  law  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

YiA8.— Messrs.  Archer  of  Va.,  Barroir  of  La.,  Bates  of  Masp., 
Bayaid  of  I>el.,  Berrien  of  Ga.,  Cboate  of  Mass..  CUy  Of  Ky., 
dayton  of  Bel.,  Bizon  of  R.  I.,  Krans  of  Me.,  Graham  of  N. 
CnUonderson  of  MIm.,  Ilnntington  of  Conn.,  Ker  of  MdM 
Kangnm  of  N.  C,  Merrick  of  Md..  Miller  of  N.  J.,  Morehead 
•f  N.  C  Phelps  of  Vt,  Porter  of  Mkh.,  PrentiM  of  Vt.. 
Preston  of  8.  d,  RiTes  of  Va..  Simmons  of  R.  I.,  Smith  of 
Ind.,  Southard  of  N.  J.,  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.,  White  of  Ind., 
Woodbrklge  of  Mich.— 29. 

NATSir-Messrs.  Allen  of  0.,  Benton  of  Mo.,  Calhonn  of  8. 
C  Clay  of  Ala.,  Fulton  of  Ark.,  King  of  Ala.,  MoKoberts  of 
HI.,  Nkbolsonof  Tenn.,  Pierce  of  N.  H^  Serier  of  Ark..  Smith 
of  Conn.,  Sturgeon  of  Pa.,  Tappan  of  O.,  Walker  of  Miss^ 
Williams  of  Me.,  Woodbury  of  N.  II.,  Wright  of  N.  Y.,  Young 
ofllL— 18. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1841,  the  repealing 
bill  was  brought  to  a  vote  in  the  II()U>»e,  and 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : — 


Ybab. — ^Meors.  Adams  of  Masn.,  Allen  of  Me.,  Andrewn  of 
Ky.,  Andrews  of  0.,  Arnold  of  Tenn.,  Aypripg  of  .N.  J„  Bnb- 
eock  of  N.  Y.,  Baker  of  Mass..  Ramsnl  of  N.  V..  Barton  of 
Va.  Blrdseye  of  N.  Y.,  Black  of  Pa.,  Blair  of  N.  Y.,  Uoardnian 
of  Conn.,  Borden  of  Mass.,  Botts  of  Va..  Rrigtrii  of  Mara., 
BroekwaT  of  COnn.,  Bronmn  of  Me.,  M.  Brown  of  Tt>nn..  J. 
Brown  of  Pa.,  Bnmell  of  Mass.,  Butler  of  Ky..  ralhuun  of 
Mass.,  J.  CampbeU  of  S.  C^  W.  B.  Campbell  (if  Tenn.,  T.  J. 
Campbell  of  TenuM  Carutlieni  of  Teun.,  ChildR  of  N.  Y., 
Chittenden  of  N.  Y.,  J.  C  Clark  of  N.  Y.,  S.  N.  Clark  of  N. 
v.,  Cowen  of  0.,  Cranston  of  R.  I.,  Crarens  of  Ind.,  CuRhing 
of  SCasB.,  Garret  Davis  of  Ky.,  W.  C.  Dawson  of  (ia.,  Deberry 
of  N.  C,  John  Bdwards  of  Pa.,  ETerett  of  Vt.,  Pemenden  of 
Me.,  Fillmore  of  N.  Y.,  Foster  of  N.  Y.,  T.  F.  Fustpr  of  Ga., 
Gamble  of  Ua.,  Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Giddlngs  of  O.,  (tilmer  of 
Va.,  Goggin  of  Va.,  P.  G.  Goode  of  0.,  Graham  of  N.  C.  Green 
oTKy.,  Oraig  of  N.  Y.,  Habersham  of  Ga.,  Hall  of  Vt..  Hal- 
stead  of  N.  C.,  W.  8.  Ilastinn  of  Blam..  Henry  of  Pa.,  Howard 
of  Hiss.,  Hudson  of  Mass.,  Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  James  Irrin  of  Pa., 
W.  W.  Irwin  of  Pa.,  James  of  Pa.,  W.  C.  Johnson  of  .Md., 
JoBiS  of  Md.,  Kennedy  of  Md.,  King  of  Oa^  lAne  of  Ind., 
Liwrraes  of  Pa.,  Linn  of  N.  Y.,  Mallery  of  Va.,  Marshall  of 
Ky.,  Mason  of  0.,  Mathlot  of  0.,  Mattocks  of  Vt,  Maxwell 
or  N.  J.,  Maynard  of  N.  Y.,  Merrewether  of  Ga.,  Moore  of  La., 
Mofgan  of  N.  Y.,  Morris  of  0.,  Morrow  of  O^  Nisbet  of  Ga., 
UsbMne  of  Conn.,  Owsler  of  Ky^  Pearoe  of  Md.,  Pendleton 
of  C  Pope  of  Ky.,  Powell  of  Va.,  Profllt  of  Ind.,  Ramsey  of 
Fa.,  B.  Randall  of  Me.,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  Rayner  of  N.  C, 
KMicher  of  N.  C  RIdgway  of  Cm  Rodney  of  Del.,  Russsll  of 
O^  BaltonstaU  of  Mass.,  Senceant  of  Pa.,  Shepperd  of  N.  C. 
HoMMiton  of  Pa.,  Blade  of  Vt,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Stanley  of 
M .  O,  Stokely  nf  0.,  Stratton  of  N.  J.,  Stuart  of  Va.,  Sum- 
mtrt  of  Va.,  TaUaforro  of  Va.,  Thompson  of  Ky.,  Thompson 
nf  bd.,  TVUiMshast  of  R.  I.,  ToUnd  of  Pa.,  TOmlinson  of  N. 
r.,  Triplett  of  N.  Y.,  Tnimhnll  of  Conn.,  Underwood  of  Ky., 
TtA  ■— slasr  of  V.  T.,  Wallaoa  of  Ind.,  Warmi  of  Ga., 
Wtritfogtaa  of  V .  a»  White  of  La,  White  «r  Ky.,  WOllama 


of  Conn.,  Wmiams  of  N.  C  C  Tf.  WIIHams  of  Tens..  7  A. 
WlUlams  of  Tenn.,  York*  of  N.  J.,  Young  of  Vt,  Yoong  of 
N.  Y.— 184. 

Nath. — Messrs.  Arrington  of  N.  C,  Atherton  of  N.  H. 
Banks  of  Va..  Boeson  of  Pa.,  BIdlack  of  Pa.  Bowno  of  N.  V..' 
Bovd  of  Ky^  A.  V.  Brown  of  Tenn^  C.  Brown  of  Pa-  Burke 
of  N.  H.,  8.  n.  Butler  of  8.  C,  W.  0.  Butler  of  8.  C  Cnldwell 
of  N.  a.  Caldwell  of  8.  C  Cary  of  Va.,  Chapman  of  Ala.,  aif- 
fbrdof  Me.,  Clinton  of  N.  Y.,C3l«sofVa.,  Cross  of  Ark,,  Danifl 
of  .N.  OL,  Davis  of  N.  Y.,  Dawson  of  La.,  Dean  of  CJOoan  of '.).. 
Doig  of  N.  Y.,  Kdwards  of  Ma,  Egbert  of  N.  Y.,  Ferris  of  N. 
Y.,  J.  G.  Floyd  of  N.  Y.,  C.  A.  Fk>yd  of  N.  Y.,  VOraanea  of  Pa.. 
W.  0.  Goode  of  Va..  Gordon  of  N.  Y.,  Gnstin  of  Pa.,  Hani « 
of  Va.,  John  Hastings  of  0.,  Hays  of  Va.,  Holmes  of  8.  C 
Dopkins  of  Va.,  Heriek  of  N.  Y.,  Honston  of  Ala.,  Ilubard 
of  Va.,  Hunter  of  Va.,  Ingersoll  of  Pa.,  Jack  of  Pa.,  G.  John- 
son of  Tenn.,  J.  W.  Jones  of  Va.,  Keim  of  Pa.,  Kennedy  of 
Md.,  Lewte  of  Abu  LIttkfleld  of  Me.,  Lowell  of  Mo.,  MrCle]- 
Ian  of  Tenn.,  McClellan  of  N.  Y.,  McKay  of  N.  C.  filan'hand 
of  Pa.,  Marshall  of  Me.,  Mnson  of  Md.,  Matthews  of  O.. 
MediU  of  Cm  MUlor  of  Mo.,  OllTer  of  N.  Y.,  Parmrnter  of 
Mass.,  Patridge  of  N.  Y^  Payne  of  Ala.,  Pickens  of  8.  C, 
Ploper  of  Pa..  Reding  of  N.  U.,  RIggs  of  N.  Y.,  Rogers  of  S. 
C  Roserelt  of  N.  Y.,  Saunders  of  N.  C^  Shaw  of  N.  II., 
Shields  of  Ala.,  Snyder  of  Pa.,  Sprigg  of  Ky.,  Steenrod  of  Vs., 
Tnmey  of  Tenn.,  Van  Buron  of  N.  Y.,  Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Wat- 
terson  of  TMn.,  Weller  of  0.,  Westbrook  of  Pi^  WilUains  uf 
Md.,  Wood  of  N.  Y.— 87. 

The  bill,  as  it  was  passed  by  the  House, 
was  amended  by  that  body.  The  Senate, 
however,  concurred  in  the  amendments,  and 
the  bill,  as  a  law,  was  approved  of  by  Mr. 
Tyler. 

The  Independent  Treasury  Law  now  iu 
existence,  passed  the  House  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1846,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Ybab. — Messrs.  Adams  of  MIsi.,  Anderson  of  N.  Y.,  At- 
kinson of  Vsm  Bayly  of  Va.,  Bedinger  of  Va..  Benton  of 
N.  Y.,  Biggs  of  N.  C.,  Black  of  Pa.,  Black  of  8.  C  Bowltn  of 
Mo.,  Boyd  of  Kr.,  Brinkerhoff  of  O.,  Brockenbrongh  of 
Fla.,  Brodhead  of  Pa.,  Brown  of  Va.,  Burt  of  8.  C^  Catbairt 
of  Ind.,  Chapman  of  Ala.,  Chase  of  Tenn.,  Chlpman  of 
Mich.,  Clsrke  of  N.  C,  Cobb  of  Geo.,  CoUhi  of  N.  Y.,  Con- 
stable of  Md.,  Cnllom  of  Tenn.,  Cummtna  of  0.,  Cunning* 
ham  of  0..  Daniel  of  N.  C,  Dargan  of  Ala.,  Darls  of  Mies.. 
De  .Mott  of  .\.  Y..  Dillingham  of  Vt,  Dobbin  of  N.  C.  Dong, 
las  of  111.,  Dromgoole  of  Va.,  Dunlap  of  Me.,  F.llnworth  of  N. 
Y.,  Fsran  of  0.,  Flcklin  of  111.,  Foster  of  l^a^  Fries  of  (>..  Gar* 
rin  of  I»a..  an«»s  of  Md.,  Goodypar  of  N.  Y.,  Gordon  of  N.  V.. 
GroTcr  of  N.  Y..  Ilamlln  of  Me.,  Ilaralivm  of  Geo..  Harman. 
son  of  La.,  Henley  of  Ind..  IIoi;p  of  111.,  IIoluMW  of  8.  C, 
Ilopkinit  of  Vs.,  Hough  of  N.  Y..  Houdton  of  Ala.,  Hunger* 
ford  of  N.  Y..  James  K.  Hunt  of  Mirh.,  Hunter  of  Va..  In^ 
gersoll  of  Pa.,  Jenkinn  of  N.  Y.,  Jani4«  H.  Johnson  of  N.  H., 
.Tneepb  Joliniion  of  Va.,  Andrew  Johnson  of  Tenn..  G<>orge 
W.  Jon<*s  of  Tenn.,  Senbom  Jones  of  Geo.,  Preston  King  of 
N.  Y.,  I>eake  of  Va..  Leib  of  Pa..  U  Sere  of  lia..  Ugon  of 
Md.,  Lumpkin  of  (}eo.,  .Maclay  of  N.  Y..  McClean  of  i'a., 
McClelland  of  Mich.,  MrClemand  of  III.,  McO>nn«'II  of  Ala.. 
McCrate  of  Me..  McDowell  of  0.,  McKay  of  N.  C.  Martin  of 
Ky.,  Martin  of  Tenn.,  Morse  of  La.,  Moulten  of  N.  II.,  Mvec 
of  N.  Y.,  Owen  of  Ind.,  Parrinh  of  <).,  Payne  of  Ala..  Pottit 
of  Ind.,  Phelps  of  Mifia,  Ihice  of  Mo.,  Knthbun  of  N.  Y., 
Keid  of  N.  C  Khett  of  8.  Cm  Roberts  of  MIjm.,  S^awtelle  of 
Me^  Sawyer  of  0.,  S'ammon  of  Me.,  Seddon  of  Va.,  Sims  of 
8.  C.  Sims  of  Mo..  Simpi>on  of  8.  C,  Smith  of  Ind..  Smith  of 
111..  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Starkweather  of  O..  St.  John  of  O., 
Svktw  of  N.  J.,  James  ThompiKin  of  I*a..  Tbnrman  of  O., 
Tibbatts  of  Ky.,  Tredway  of  Va..  Wentworth  of  111.,  Whcntoo 
of  N.  Y.,  WIrk  of  Ind..  Williams  of  Me.,  Wilmot  of  Pa., 
Wood  of  N.  Y.,  Woodruff  of  N.  Y.,  Woodward  of  8.  C.  Wood- 
worth  of  N.  Y.,  Yancey  of  Ala.,  and  Yell  of  Ark.— 12SL 

Nats. — Messrs.  Abbott  of  Mass.,  John  Q.  Adams  of  Mass., 
Arnold  of  R.  I..  Anhmon  of  Mass..  Barring*>r  of  N.  Cl,  Bell 
of  Tenn.,  Blanchard  of  Pa.,  Milton  Brown  of  Tenn.,  Bainnft' 
ton  of  Pa.,  William  W.  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  Carroll  of  N.  Y., 
John  G.  Chapman  of  Md.,  Cocke  of  Tenn.,  CoUamer  of  Vt, 
Cranston  of  R.  I^  Crosier  of  Tenn.,  Culrw  of  N.  Y.,  Garrtrtt 
Davis  of  Ky.,  Dixon  of  Conn.,  Dockery  of  N.  C.  Rwing  of 
Tenn.,  Ewing  of  Ind..  Foot  of  Vt,  Gentry  of  Tenn,,  GU1> 
dings  of  O.,  Graham  of  N.  C,  Grider  of  Ky.,  Harper  of  0., 
Herrick  of  N.  Y.,  Ililliard  of  Ala.,  John  W.  Houston  of  Del., 
Hubbard  of  Conn.,  Hudson  of  Mass.,  Hunt  of  N.  Y..  Joseph 
R.  Ingisrsoll  of  Pa.,  King  of  Mass.,  King  of  Ga.,  Lewis  of 
N.  Y..  Long  of  Md..  McGaughey  of  Ind.,  McHenrr  of  Ky., 
Mcllvalne  of  Pa.,  Marsh  of  Vt.,  MiUer  of  N.  Y..  Xfoseley  of 
N.  Y.,  Pendleton  of  Va..  Pollock  of  I*a.,  Ramsey  of  Pa., 
Rockwell  of  Maaa.,  Rockwell  of  Conn.,  Runk  of  S.  J.,  8chenck 
of  0.,  SeTsranoe  of  Me.,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith  of  N.  Y.. 
Stowwt  of  Pfe.   Thibodmaz  of  La.,  Thoaaasmi  of  Ky, 


INDEPENDENT,  OK  SUB-TREASCBY.^JNDIANA. 


291 


TlioiipMOii  of  Xat»,  THden  of  0.,  Tmmbo  of  Kjr.,  Tinton  of 
O^  WMt«  of  N.  T.«  Wlathrop  of  Msm.,  Wright  of  N.  J.,  and 
Tonng  of  Ky.— 6a. 

It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  Ist  of  August^ 
1846,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Tkas.— Meiwn.  Allen  of  Ohio,  Ashley  of  Arks.,  Atchison 
of  Mo^  Atherton  of  N.  IL,  Bagbr  of  AU.,  Benton  of  Mo., 
Brecte  of  lU.,  Bright  of  Ind.,  Cslnoan  of  8.  C.,  Csmemn  of 
Pa^  Casd  of  Mich.,  Chalmars  of  Miim.,  Dickorson  and  Dix  of 
New  York,  FairiWld  of  Me.,  Ilannegan  of  Ind.,  Houston  of 
TuL,  Lewis  of  Ahu,  Nilen  of  Conn.,  Penny  backer  of  Va., 
&«sk  of  Tex.,  Semple  of  111.,  Sevier  of  Ark.,  Bpeigbt  of  Miss., 
fitnrgeon  of  Pa^  TomeT  of  Tenn.,  WeetooU  and  Yulee  of 
FUl— 28. 

N'ATA. — Messrs.  Archer  of  Ta.,  Barrow  of  La.,  Berrien  of 
Oa.,  Ciller  of  N.  EL,  John  M.  Qayton  of  Del.,  Thos.  Clayton 
<a  Del.,  Corwin  of  0.«  Crittenden  of  Ky.,  Davis  of  IVUsa., 
Dayton  of  N.  J.,  KTanti  of  Me.,  Oreeoe  of  R.  I.,  Uuntington 
of  Conn.,  Jarnagin  of  Tenn.,  Johnson  of  La.,  Johnson  of 
Mtl.,  Mangum  of  N.  C,  Miller  of  N.  J.,  Morehead  of  Ky., 
Kearoe  of  Md.,  Phelps  of  Vt.,  iiinimons  of  R.  I^  Upham  of 
Vt,  Webster  of  Biasa.,  and  Woodbury  of  Mich.— 26. 

The  amendments  made  to  the  bill  by  the 
Senate  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
it  became  a  law  on  the  6th  of  August. 

At  the  last  session  the  following  amend- 
ments to  the  Sub  Treasury  Bill  became  a 
law: — 

**  That  each  and  every  disbursing  officer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  having  any  money  of  the  United  States 
Intrusted  to  him  for  disbunwment,  fthall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  deposit  the  name  with  the  treaxurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  with  some  one  of  the  aHsistant  trea.<inrer8  or 
public  depositaries,  and  draw  for  the  same  only  In  fiivor  of 
the  pervons  to  whom  payment  is  to  be  made  in  pursuance 
of  law  and  lustruction ;  except  when  payments  are  to  be 
made  in  sums  under  twenty  dollant,  in  which  canes  such 
di«baniog  agent  may  check  in  his  own  name,  stating  that 
It  Is  to  pay  sinall  claims. 

**Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  assistant  treasurers,  and  public  dupottita^ 
rieSf  shall  safi;ly  keep  all  moneys  deposited  by  any  disbum- 
ing  oflker  or  disbursing  agent  of  the  Uniied  Sttites,  as  well 
aa  any  moneys  deposited  by  any  receiver,  col  lector,  or  other 
person,  which  sluul  be  the  moneys  ot  or  due.  or  owin|,(  to 
the  United  States,  aixi  for  a  fiiilure  so  to  do  shall  be  held 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  embezzlement  of  said  moneys,  and 
sQtiject  to  the  punifthment  provided  for  embezzlements  in 
Ciie  act  to  wliich  this  Is  an  amendment. 

**  See.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
daty  of  each  and  every  person  who  shall  have  moneys  of 
the  United  States  in  his  hands  or  pos(<ession,  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  treasur»«r,  tlte  a^mstant  tre&<>urer,  or  public  de- 
podtary  of  the  United  States,  and  take  hiti  receipt  for  the 
aaoie,  in  duplicate,  and  forward  one  of  them  forthwith  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  for  a  failure  to  make 
«iK^  deposit  when  re(|ttired  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, or  any  otlier  department,  or  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  trsasnry.  the  pers'>n  ao  failing  shall  be  held  guilty  of 
the  erima  of  embezzlement,  and  sutgect  to  the  punishment 
^r  that  offence  provided  in  the  act  to  which  this  Is  an 
amendment." 


Indiana* 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1800,  the  House,  in 
pursuance  of  the  prayer  of  the  people  thereof, 
passed  a  bill  to  divide  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory into  two  separate  governments,  constitu- 
ting the  western  portion  thereof  "  Indiana 
TerritoiT." 

The  Senate  passed  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments, to  whicn  the  House  disagreed.  The 
disagreements  were  reconciled,  and  the  bill 
l^ecame  a  law  by  the  approval  of  the  President 
on  the  7th  of  iiay,  1800. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1816,  a  bill  reported  in 
the  House  in  pursuance  of  the  memoruil  in  the 
territorial  legislature  of  Indiana,  authorizing 
her  people  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
gorernment,  and  providing  for  her  admission 
into  iba  Union^  passed  uie  House,  Messra. 


Qoldsborough  of  Md.  and  Lewis  and  Randolpb 
of  Va.  alone  voting  against  it. 

It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  13th  of  April, 
1816,  with  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  became  a  law 
by  the  approval  of  the  President  on  19th  of 
April,  1816. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1816,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  further 
legislation  was  necessary  to  admit  Indiana 
into  the  Union.  The  committee  reported  a 
resolution  declaring  her  to  be  one  of  the  United 
States,  which  pass^  the  Senate  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1816,  the  House  on  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  and  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  11th  of  Decern  oer,  1816.  Before  this 
last  resolution  consummating  her  admission 
passed,  her  representative,  Mr.  Hendricks, 
was  admitted  to  his  seat  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  voted  on  all  questions  which  came 
before  the  body. 

In  the  Presidential  election  of  1816,  Indiana 
chose  Presidential  electors,  who  formally  oast 
their  votes  and  sent  them  to  Washington. 

In  counting  the  votes  during  the  second 
session  of  the  14th  Congress,  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  vote  of  Indiana  waa 
about  to  be  counted,  when — 

Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  representatives  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  objected  to  the  santf 
being  received. 

Upon  this  objection  being  made,  the  Senate 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Sharp,  whilst  the  Senate  was  absent, 
offered  a  resolution  that  the  votes  of  Indiana 
were  properly  and  legally  given,  and  ought  to 
be  counted. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment  that  they 
ou^ht  not  to  be  received  and  counted. 

Debate  ensuing,  Mr.  Ingham  moved  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject,  which 
was  carried. 

The  Senate  then  returned,  and  the  president 
thereof  opened  the  votes  of  Indiana,  and  k 
was  counted  by  the  tellers. 

She  was  thus  regarded  as  a  state  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  last  resolution. 

Desire  of,  to  have  slavery  thereiit. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1803,  Mr.  William  Henry  Harri- 
son.  President  of  a  Convention  of  the  territory 
of  Indiana,  communicated  to  the  body  through 
the  speaker,  the  memorial  of  said  Convention, 
praying  the  suspension  of  the  sixth  article  of 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
people  of  that  territory,  so  as  to  admit  slavery 
for  a  time  therein,  together  with  a  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  to  the 
same  effect. 

Read  and  referred  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  Messrs.  John  Randolph  of  Virginia,  Oris- 
wold  of  Conn.,  Williams  of  N.  C,  Morris  of 
Vt.,  and  Hoge  of  Pa. 

March  2»  1803.— Mr.  Randolph,  from  tba 
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committee  to  which  were  referred  a  letter 
from  William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of 
the  Convention  at  Yincennes,  declaring  the 
consent  of  the  people  of  Indiana  to  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sixth  article  of  compact  between 
the  United  States  and  the  people  of  that  terri- 
tory, and  also  a  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
inlia1)Hant8  of  the  said  territory,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : — 

That  the  rapid  population  of  the  state  of 
Ohio  sufficiently  evinces,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  that  the  labor  of  slaves  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  promote  the  growth  and  settlement 
of  the  colonies  in  that  region ;  that  this  labor, 
demonstrably  the  dearest  of  any,  can  only  be 
employed  to  advantage  in  the  cultivation  of 
products  more  valuable  than  any  known  to 
that  quarter  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
committee  deem  it  highly  dangerous  and  in- 
expedient to  impair  a  provision  wisely  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  Northwestern  country,  ana  to  give 
strength  and  security  to  that  extensive  fron- 
tier. In  the  salutary  operation  of  this  saga- 
cious and  benevolent  restraint,  it  is  believed 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana  will,  at  no 
very  distant  da^,  find  ample  remuneration  for 
a  temporary  privation  of  labor  and  of  emigra- 
tion. 

From  such  a  consideration  as  they  have 
been  enabled  to  bestow  on  the  subject  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  under  the  pres- 
sure of  accumulating  business,  they  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution,  which  is 
respectfully  submittSi  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House : — 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  sus- 
pend for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of  the 
sixth  article  of  compact  between  the  original 
states  and  the  states  west  of  the  Ohio." 

At  the  first  session  of  the  8th  Congress, 
another  memorial  to  the  same  effect  was  pre- 
sented and  referred  in  the  House  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Rodney  of  Del.,  on  the  17th  of  Feb., 
1804,  made  a  report  favoring  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  6th  article  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  prohibited  slavery  within 
the  said  territory,  be  suspended  in  a  qualified 
manner  for  t«i  years,  so  as  to  permit  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  bom  within  the  United 
States  from  anv  of  the  individual  states.  Pro- 
videdf  that  sucn  individual  state  does  not  per- 
mit the  importation  of  slaves  from  foreign 
countries.  And  provided  further^  that  the  de- 
scendants of  all  such  slaves  shall,  if  males,  be 
free  at  the  a^  of  25  years,  and  if  females,  at 
the  age  of  21  years." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  on. 

On  the  18th  of  Dec,,  1805,  another  memo- 
ri  il  on  the  subject,  emanating  from  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Indiana  territory,  was  read 
and  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Qarnett  of  Va^  Morrow  of  Ohio.  Parke 


of  Ind.,  Hamilton  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  IS.  C,  Wbl. 
ton  of  Ky.,  and  Van  Cortland  of  N.  Y. 

On  the  14th  of  Feb.,  1806,  Mr.  Garnett  from 
the  said  committee  submitted  the  foUowin^^ 
report : — 

"  That  having  attentively  considered  the 
facts  stated  in  the  said  petitions  and  memori- 
als, they  are  of  opinion  that  a  qualified  ruh- 
pension,  for  a  limited  time,  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  compact  between  the  original  state?  and 
the  people  and  states  west  of  the  river  Ohio, 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  Indi- 
ana territory.  The  suspension  of  this  article 
is  an  object  almost  universally  desired  in  that 
territOTj.  It  appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
a  question  entirely  different  from  that  between 
slavery  and  freedom,  inasmuch  as  it  woaki 
merely  occasion  the  removal  of  persons,  al- 
ready slaves,  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  good  effects  of  this  suspension, 
in  the  present  instance,  would  be  to  accelerate 
the  population  of  that  territory,  hitherto  re- 
tarded oy  the  operation  of  that  article  of  com- 
pact, as  slaveholders  emigrating  into  the  West- 
ern country,  might  then  indulge  any  prefer- 
ence which  they  might  feel  for  a  settlement  in 
Indiana  territory,  instead  of  seeking,  as  they 
are  now  compelled  to  do,  settlements  in  other 
states  or  countries,  permitting  the  introduo- 
tion  of  slaves.  The  condition  of  the  slaves 
themselves  would  be  much  ameliorated  by  it, 
as  it  is  evident,  from  experience,  that  the  more 
they  are  separated  and  diffused,  the  more  care 
and  attention  are  bestowed  on  them  by  their 
masters,  each  proprietor  having  it  in  his  power 
to  increase  their  comforts  and  conveniences  in 
proportion  to  the  smallness  of  their  numbers. 

"  The  dangers  too,  if  any  are  to  be  appre- 
hended from  too  large  a  black  population  ex- 
isting in  any  one  section  of  country,  would 
certainly  be  very  much  diminished  if  not  en- 
tirely removed.  But  whether  dangers  are  to 
be  feared  from  this  source  or  not,  it  is  certainly 
an  obvious  dictate  of  sound  policy  to  guard 
against  them  as  far  as  possible.  If  this  dan- 
ger does  exist,  or  there  is  any  cause  to  appre- 
hend it,  and  our  Western  brethren  are  not 
only  willing  but  desirous  to  aid  us  in  taking 
precautions  against  it,  would  it  not  be  wise  to 
accept  their  assistance?  We  should  benefit 
ourselves  without  injuring  them,  as  their  pop- 
ulation must  always  so  far  exceed  any  black 
population  which  can  ever  exist  in  that  coun- 
try as  to  render  the  idea  of  danger  from  that 
source  chimerical." 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  prohibits  slavery  within 
the  Indiana  territory,  be  suspended  for  ten 
years,  so  as  to  permit  tlie  introduction  of  slaves 
bom  within  the  United  States  from  any  of  th^. 
individual  states." 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1807,  the  following 
resolutions  were  laid  before  and  read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives : 

Resolved  unanimouslv,  by  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  KepresentativoB  of  tti« 
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ladiana  Territory,  that  a  suspennon  of  the  I  ResoWed  unanimously,  That  a  copy  of  thes» 
sixth  article  of  compact  between  the  United  ;  resolutions  be  delivered  to  the  del^ate  to  por  • 
States  and  the  territories  and  states  northwest  j  eress  from  this  territory,  and  that  he  be,  and 
of  the  riyer  Ohio,  passed  the  13th  day  of  July, :  he  hereby  is,  instructed  to  use  his  best  end^a- 
1787,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  would  be  highly  vors  to  obtain  a  suspension  of  the  said  article, 
advantageous  to  the  said  territory,  and  nieet  Referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
the  approbaUon  of  at  least  nme-tenths  of  the  Messrs.  Parke  of  Indiana,  Masters  of  N.  Y., 
goc^  citiiens  of  the  same.  ^^        ^       ^  Rhea  of  Tenn.,  Sanford  of  Ky.,  Alston  of  N.  0^ 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  abstract   Morrow  of  Ohio,  and  Trigg  of  Va. 
Question  of  liberty  and  slavery  is  not  consid-       rv    xl    m.r.    *  w  i.  i  oa^t  %#    «    t_ 

eared  as  involved  in  a  supension  of  the  said  ^  ^^  ^*l®  ^^th  of  February,  1807.  Mr.  Parke, 
article,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  slaves  in  ^^^"^  said  committee,  submitted  the  foUowTuag 
the  United  States  would  not  be  augmented  by  '<^F>''V,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  legidatave 
the  measure  council  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 

Resolved  inanimously.  That  the  suspension    Indiana  territory,  relate  to  a  suspension  for 

of  the  said  article  would  be  equally  advan-  *^«  ^™  ^^^^"^  ^^'i?^.*^?  a.  ^"^f^^^ 
tageous  to  the  territory,  to  the  states  from   compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 

irfience  the  negroes  would  be  brought,  and  to  Jf^^^fi^  °^'^^T®f  ^{*S?  "T?f  ^^'%V^ 

the  ne^rroes  themselves.  ^  ^«  ^^^\  1^7  ^^  Jf  7*  1787     That  article  de- 

To  Ihe  territory,  because  of   its  situation  ""^^^^  "  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 

with  regard  to  the  other  states  ;  it  must  be  voluntary  servitude  in  the  said  temtory." 


settled  By  emigrants  from  those  in  which  sla-       ^^^  suspension  of  the  said  article  would 
«^-«r  :o  4^/i«.»«^   rv-  <u«  ,««,,„  „«««-  «««>-:.r:«    operate  an  immediate  and  essential  benefit  to 


inde^,  of  Bh  those  which  distinguish   the  states  where  slaveir  is  tolerated ;  Mid  althou^ 

American  from  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  '*  \«  "^*  considered  expedient  to  force  the  po- 

other  irpvemments  pulation  of  the  territory,  yet  it  is  desirable  to 

The  states  which  are  overburdened  with  connect  its  scattered  settlements  and,  in  re- 

negroes,  would  be  benefited  by  their  citizens  ^^^  ^  vo}it^oa\  rights,  to  place  it  on  an  equal 

having  an  opportunity  of  disposing  of  the  f^^^S  with  the  different  states.    From  the 

negro?8  whict  they  cannot  comfortably  sup-  |?terior  situation  of  the  territory,  it  is  not  be- 

port,  or  removing  with  them  to  a  count^  ^^^^^^    ^^^^   slaves  would    ever    become  so 

Sounding  with  Si  the  necessaries  of  life ;  numerous  as  to  endanger  the  internal  peace, 

and   the   negro  himself  would  exchange  a  or  future  prosperity  of  the  country, 

■canty  pittance  of  the  coarsest  food,  for  a  T^«  ^""«^*  of  emigration  flowing  to  the 

plentiful  and  nourishing  diet,  and  a  situation  ^^^^^^  country,  the  territories  ou^ht  all  to  be 

which  admits  not  the  most  distant  prospect  ^'P^'^f.^  to  their  introduction.     The  abstract 

of  emancipation,  for  one  which  presents  no  Jiuestion  of  liberty  and  slavery  is  not  involved 

considerable  obstacle  to  his  wishes.  1°  ^^^  proposed  measure  as  slavery  now  exista 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  citizens  of  *?  a  considerable  extent  m  different  parte  of 

this  part  of  the  former  Northwestern  Terri-  the  Union;  it  would  not  auj^ment  the  number 

tory,  consider  themselves  as  having  claims  of  slaves,  but  merely  authorize  the  removal  to 

upon  the  indulgence  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  Indiana  of  such  as  are  held  in  bondage  m  the 

a  suspension  of  the  said  article,  because  at  the  ^°\^^  ^^^*f  •  .  ^^,  slavery  is  an  evil   means 

time  of  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  ^^g**^  *?  ^«  ^«^*«®^  ^  '"^^t^''  'V^Tlu'^*!?^'' 

•lavery  was  tolerated,  and  slaves  generally  ?"«  to  the  community,  and  by  which  the  hope- 

posseted  by  the  citizens  then  inhalnting  the  less  situation   of  the  slaves  would   he  most 

Sountry,  aiiounting  to  at  least  one-half  the  ameliorated ;  and  to  accomplish  these  objects, 

present  population  of  Indiana,  and  because  no  measure  would  be  so  effectual  as  the  one 

the  said  ordinance  was  passed  in  Congress  Foposed.     The  committee,  therefore,  respect- 

when  the  said  citizens  were  not  represented  in  ["  1^  ^^^'^  to  the  House  the  following  reso- 

that  body,  without  their  being  consulted,  and  *i^yon:                                     ,.     ^  ^               j 

without  their  knowledge  and  approbation.  ^  Resolved :  That  it  is  expedient  to  suspend. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  situation,  ff^^'.^"^  f^^T  ^I?®  ^'*  ^^K''^  '^''"''/'i^iT  Ifi 
soil,  and  climate,  and  productions  of  the  terri-  *Jl^«^^th  article  of  compact  betvreen  the  United 
tory,  it  is  not  believed  that  the  number  of  States  and  the  territories  and  states  north- 
slaves  would  ever  bear  such  proportion  to  the  ^^^^  ""Ut^  river  Ohio,  passed  the  13th  day  of 
whit^  ponuUtion,  as  to  endangerthe  internal  '^^Ij'  l^^^'  ^^'  ^®  *®""  ^^  *«^  y^^' 
peace  ana  prosperity  of  the  country.  ■ 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  copies  of  these  lown. 

resolutions  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  this  The  bill  creating  the  territory  of  Iowa  by 

territory,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Presi-  a  division  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  passed 

dent  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  the  Senate  on  the  1st  of  June,  1838. 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  The  bill  passed  the  Ilouse  on  the  6th  of 

with  a  request  that  they  will  lay  the  same  be-  June,  1838,  W  a  vote  of  yeas  118,  nays  51. 

fore  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  For  proceedings  on  ite  admission  as  a  state, 

'jvei  which  they  respectively  preside.  see  Florida. 
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JaclCBOn*  Andrew*  NAT8w->AilaiiuoflfaM..BirDMdofN.T«JimBlahlM«% 

of  Pa^  Carroll  of  N.  Y..  Chappell  of  G&.,  Craiif  ton  of  K.  I. 

RsmSSION  OF  FiNB  IMFOSID  UPON.  CUurret  Durit  of  Kj.,  Vlah  of  N.  T.,  Foot  of  Vt.,  Oiddinipi  of 

a,  Grkler  of  Kt.,  Ha4Mn  of  Muml,  J.  B.  InKenoll  of  Pa., 

Oir    tho    15th  of  December,   1814,  General  Jenks  of  Pa^  Daniel  p.  King  of  Ma^..  McIUaioa  of  Pa^ 

Jackson  placed  the  city  of  New  Orleans  mider  STsclJ^'i  ST^'I^-'oFSSIl'm^^f  b%'Kl 

martial  law.    Mr.  Loaaillier,  a  member  of  the  n.  y.,  Vance  of  o.,  Vaninetor  of  o,  Yintun  of  o^  winthnp 

legislature  of  Louisiana,  a   Frenchman  by  o'Maat.— a. 

birth,  published  some  seditious  appeals  to  his  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of 

eounti^men,  stimulating  them  to  disobey  the  February,  1844,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 

commanding  general.  GeneralJackson  caused   lo^g. 

Sr"?,*^  J\*^;?«*^.^S  ^®  ^^.  of  March.  Judge  Y^_Me««.  AlUn  of  O.  Jidun»m  of  Mo,  Mknim  of 

Jiall,  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  upon  N.  IL,  Baab^  of  Ala.,  Barrow  of  La,  BenUm  or  Mo^  Breeae  of 

application,  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  "';» ^*«^'*«''5??"  ^:«^'QV/w*''4?'"'"^J?^ 

./^^                      r>  V  •      •         T         Ml-            X     V    i.  of  Tann.,  Francb  of  K.  I.,  >  uttoii  of  ArkM /famt<0an of  Ind., 

tbe  purpose  of  bringing   JLouaillier  out ;   but,  Uaywood  of  N.  O.  Ileudenon  of  MIm..  Hugo-  of  8.  C,  Jarnl- 

before  it  was  served.  General  Jackson  caused  K»n  of  Tenn..  King  of  Aia«  MkDuffie  of  s.'C.,  MangQin  of  n. 

the  judge;  to  be  arrested,  had  him  conducted  5i.l5.7™a;Vr?!:CJ;St^^'«}«i2r^ 

beyond  the  Imiits  of  the  camp,  and  then  re-  bury  of  n.  ii..  Writ/tu  of  n.  y.— ao. 

leased  him,  ^ith  orders  that  he  should  not  n.^^n^l^'^'J^Ti  ^'?J"*'^  It  ^^  **'»  *^"^iJ!■^iI*•*^ 

,_             ..i                                  1   *       J  Del.,  Uarrien  of  Ua..Choate  of  Man.,  Clayton  of  Del.,  Davton 

return  until  peace  was  prOClaimea.  of  N.  J.,  Evans  of  Me..  Uuntlngton  of  Ooun.,  Mcrrkk  uf  ^d.. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  1816,  General  Jackson  Miller  of  n.  j.,  Pearce  of  Md.,  Pheip«  of  vt.,  simmona  of  R. 
appeared  in  the  United  States  Court  to  show  '» ^^^^  *»' ^'^  Woodbridge of  Mkh.-ifi. . 
cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue  Democrats  in  i/a/ic«;  Whigs  in  roman. 
against  him  for  contempt  of  court.    The  court  The  bill  became  a  law,  by  Uie  approval 
would  not  permit  him  to  read  a  written  de-  of  President  Tyler,  on  the  16th  of  February, 
fence,  verified  by  his  oath.    On  the  Slst  pf  1844. 
March,    1815,  written    interrogatories   were  — 
propounded  to  him  by  the  court,  which  he  de- 
clined to  answer,  when  he  was  fined  $1000  for  Presidkxt  Jackson's  Proclamatiox  against 
contempt,  which  he  immediately  paid.  the  Nullification  Ordinance  op  South 

The  bill,  which  became  a  law,  refunding  the  Carolina.     (Dec.  11,  1832.) 

fine  with  interest,  was  introduced  by  Mr.  C.  Whereas,  a  convention,  assembled  in  the 

J.  InsorsoU  of  Pa.,  and  passed  the  House  on  state  of  South  CaroUua,  have  passed  an  or- 

the  29th  of  December,  1843,  by  yeas  and  nays  dinanco,  by  which  they  declare,  "  That  tho 

as  fi:>llows : —  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress 

T>AS^He»ra.  Andenan  of  N.  Y.  Aahe  of  Tenn.,  Bar-  of  the  United  States,  purporting  tO  be  laws  for 

ringer  of  N.  C,  BeardsJey  of  N.  T..  Bflttr  of  Ala.,  limUm  of  the  imposing  of  duties  aiul  llliposts  on  the  im- 

^ih^f^'i^l'f-'?^Tr^r/'S^^\^^^^'''^^*^^  portation   of  foreign  commodities,  and   now 

oi  ^^  Jama  A.  Blauck  of  9^,  C.y  EtacktoM  of  Tfinu.^  Bouier  f       .             ^      ,            ",.               ,      g.     .       .^i  .     ^i 

of  La.,  Bower  of  Mo.,  Bmolin  of  Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Jacob  having  actual  Operation   and  eflcct  WltlUH  tllO 

Brifdcerhngr  of  0^  Brodhead  of  p%.,  Aaron  V.  Brown  of  Tmn^  United  States,  and  more  cspcciallv,"  two  acts 

TS:^:.\tVu::iJ^o/k^^S'j£tiirT%::^  f^^  »•>«  *«.»«  puriK^es,  passed  on' the  29th  of 

hdl  of  S,  C.  Cbry  of  Me^  OiUin  of  Conn^  Beuben  Chanman  May,    1828,   and    on    the    14th   of  Julv,   1832. 

«.^!S  i'V^it^^Tx^  nyi^a^aV"  *!!iil"nf  v.*"  "  are  unauthorised  by  the  Constitutiim  of  the 

man  of  N.  U.,  tltrUon  of  N.  Y.,  Cooo  of  (ia.,  (Me*  or>a~-..    ..,t^..  ^     "^   ^    ^      ii_      ^                     • 

Crou  of  Ark.,  Cunom  of  Tenn.,  Dana  of  N.  Y.,  Daniel  of  N.  United  States,  and  Violate  the  true  meamiiff 

C,  Siehard  D.  DavU  of  N.  Y.,  John  w.  Davis  of  ind.,  Daw-  and  intent  thereof,  and  are  null  and  void,  and 

ton  of  La.,   Dean  of  0.,  Debarrj  of  N.  C,  Dellet  of  Ala.,  _  i        ,,             i  •    .i*           ..   i.u^  »u:_o.»<,  «r  *\,^t. 

Dickay  of  Pa.,  Dickinson  of  Tenn.;  i)iai>y*«i»«fvi.,ut,uj,iai  no  law,"  nor  binding  ou  tho  Citizens  of  that 

of  111.,  Duncan  of  0.,  Duniap  of  Me.,  EHii  of  N.  Y.,  Elmer  state,  or  its  officers :  and  by  the  said  ordinance, 

%^'^Si:^'l-^iK^^Vk.^Jl!::^o?.^^  it  i8  further  declared  U,  be  uuWul  for  any 

Green  of  Ky.,  Cfrttn  of  N.  Y.,  Hale  of  N.  H.,  Uamiin  of  Me.,  of  the  Constituted  authorities  ot  the  State,  or 

Hammett  of  mim..  Haraidgon  of  Ga.,  Hardin  of  111.,  Udys  of  the  United  Stutcs,  to  enforce  the  payment 

Ho^oTii^i^J^^ot'M:!*AI^\"^iiXl  o?  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  ^aid  act«  withia 

N.  Y.,  Huffha  of  Mo.,  Hungerford  of  N.  Y..  Hunt  of  Mich.,  the  same  State,  and  that  it  IS  the  duty  of  tho 

Omm.  J.  ingmoa  of  Pa.,  irvin  of  Pa.,  Jam^ww  of  Mo„  Qire  lerriglature  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  neces- 

Johnttm  of  Tenn.,  JobnRon  of  0.,  Andrew  Johmon  of  Tenn.,  *'^b*°*"»'"*/'  *^  1,,     «.     .  .     xi           •  i     ''j* 

Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kennedy  of  Ind.,  King  of  N.  Y..  Kirk-patrid:  Sarv  to  glVC  full  effect  tO  the  saiQ  ordinance  : 

of  N.  J..  Ixibrandu  of  La.,  Leonard  of  N.  Y.,  Lewis  of  Ala.,  Xud  whcrcas   bv   the   said   ordinance,  it   is 

Luoas  of  ysLf  Lumpkin  of  Qn.,  Lyon  of  M\ch^  Mclhuslenot  r     i.i               i    •    ..  i    'lu-.i.    :^    -.,v   ..„  .^  ^C  1»».  ^« 

O^MadayVf^.Y^McCMiandonnch^MccienuindofUK  fiiJ*ther  ordamod,  that,  m  no  case  of  law  or 

McCbnnfUof  A]^,  McDowell  of  o.f  McKay  of  }i.c.,  MitMews  equity,  decided  in  tho  courts  of  suid   state, 

?L%«S:Sff?t.  A^''f"N.'&rd?^;fL!!"h°'  wWein  shall  bo  drawn  in  question  thev.li- 

menter  of  Manu,  Patter»n  of  N.  Y..  I\iyne  of  Ala.,  Peyton  dltv  of  the  Said  ordinance,  or  of  the  actS  Ot  the 

of  Tenn.,  Potter  of  R.  I «  Bittrr  of  0^  Pratt  of  N.  Y.,  Ram-  legislature  that  may  be  passed  to  give  it  effect, 

•ey  of  Pa.,  Bathbun  of  N.  Y.,  A.  H.  Read  of  Pa.,  Charlea  M.  ^  e  t^v.          -Ji              c  \\  ^   rT,>u^!l    C*»^»o    ^^ 

ftiad  of  Pa.,  Reki  of  N.  c.  Rcdii>9  of  N.  u.,  Rdfe  of  0.,  «'  of  the  said  laws  of  the  United  States,  no 

RiOer  of  Pa.,  Rogera  of  X.  Y.,  Russftt  of  N.  Y.,  8t.  John  of  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court 

o..8ampieofind.,&«n<ter*ofN.c.,8enterofTenn.,»y.  f  ^      United   States,   nor  shall  anv  Copy 

iiu>ur  of  Conn.,  &ym<mr  of  N.  Y.,  <Skmo»M  of  Conn.,  Amoierm  ^  ,,          v.*.*vx*    ►^m.  v^,                                           ij 

3f  a  C  siiddi  of  La.,  Smithof  Pa.,  Thomaa  Smith  of  liuL,  of  the  rccord  be  |)erinittod  or  allowed  tor  that 

.*wteAofllL.Seenrodofya.,  5SErf*mofN.  Y.,8tewartofPa.,  purpose,  and  that  any  person  attempting  to 

'^k^J^^.fS^V^^ZlL^'A^T^^.  takoTuch  appeal  ahall  le  punished  as  Sr  » 

mm  ot  Miw.,  Tibbatts  ot  Ky.,  WeOer  of  0.,  Wentworth  of  III.,  contempt  of  COUrt : 

2rS;*'42^L2!i5**l?'^^;i^^*Ti^'1^^  And  finally,  the  said  ordinance  deckres. 
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two  ike  said  ordtnanee  ai  every  hazard ;  and 
thai  they  will  consider  the  passage  of  any  act 
hy  Congress  abolishing  or  closing  the  ports  of 
the  said  state,  or  otherwise  obstructing  the 
free  ingress  or  egress  of  vessels  to  and  from 
ttie  said  ports,  or  any  other  act  of  the  federal 
government  to  coerce  the  state,  shut  up  h6r 
'ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce,  or  to 
enforce  the  said  acts  otherwise  than  through 
the  civil  tribunals  of  the  country,  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  longer  continuance  of  South 
Carolina  in  the  Union ;  and  that  the  people 
of  the  said  state  will  thenceforth  hold  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  further  obligation  to 
maintain  or  preserve  their  political  connexion 
with  the  people  of  the  other  states,  and  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a  separate 
government,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  sovereign  and  independent  states  may 
of  right  do : 

And  whereas  the  said  ordinance  prescribes 
to  the  people  of  South  Carolina  a  course  of 
conduct,  in  direct  violation  of  their  duty  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  their  country,  subversive  of  its  Consti- 
tution, and  having  for  its  object  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Union — that  Union  which,  coeval 
with  our  political  existence,  led  our  fathers, 
without  any  other  ties  to  unite  them  than 
those  of  patriotism  and  a  common  cause, 
throagh  a  sanguinary  struggle  to  a  glorious 
independence — that  sacred  Union,  hitherto 
inviolate,  which,  perfected  by  our  happy  Con- 
stitution, has  brought  us,  by  the  favor  of 
Heaven,  to  a  state  of  prosperity  at  home,  and 
high  consideration  abroad,  rarely,  if  ever, 
equalled  in  the  history  of  nations :  To  preserve 
this  bond  of  our  political  existence  from 
destruction,  to  maintain  inviolate  this  state  of 
national  honor  and  prosperity,  and  to  justify 
the  confidence  my  fellow-citizens  have  reposed 
m  me,  I,  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  have  thought  proper  to  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  stating  my  views  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  applicable  to  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  the  Convention  of  South 
Carolina,  and  to  the  reasons  they  have  put 
forth  to  sustain  them,  declaring  the  course 
which  duty  will  require  me  to  pursue,  and, 
appealing  to  the  understanding  and  patriotism 
of  the  people,  warn  them  of  the  consequences 
that  must  inevitably  result  from  an  observ- 
ance of  the  dictates  of  the  convention. 

Strict  duty  would  require  of  me  nothing 
more  than  the  exercise  of  those  powers  with 
which  I  am  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  invested, 
for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  for 
the  execution  of  the  laws.  But  the  imposing 
aspect  which  opposition  has  assumed  in  this 
case,  by  clothing  itself  with  state  authority, 
and  the  deep  interest  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  must  all  feel  in  preventing  a 
resort  to  stroneer  measures,  while  there  is  a 
hope  that  any&ing  will  be  yielded  to  reason- 
ing and  remonstrance,  perhaps  demand,  and 
wul  certainly  justify,  a  full  exposition,  to 
South  Carolina  and  the  nation,  of  the  views  I 
oitertain  of  this  important  question,  as  well 


as  a  distinct  enunciation  of  the  course  which 
my  sense  of  duty  will  require  me  to  pursue. 

The  ordinance  is  founded,  not  on  the  inde 
feasible    right  of   resisting  acts  which  are 

Elainly  unconstitutional  and  too  oppressive  to 
e  endured  ;  but  on  the  strange  position  that 
any  one  state  may  not  only  declare  an  act  of 
Congress  void,  but  prohibit  its  execution ;  that 
they  may  do  this  consistently  with  the  Consti- 
tution ;  that  tlie  true  construction  of  that  in* 
strument  permits  a  state  to  retain  its  place  in 
the  Union,  and  yet  be  bound  by  no  other  of 
its  laws  than  those  it  may  choose  to  consider 
as  constitutional.  It  is  true,  they  add  that, 
to  justify  this  abrogation  of  a  law,  it  must  be 
palpably  contrary  to  the  Constitution  ;  but  it 
IS  evident,  that  to  give  the  right  of  resisting 
laws  of  that  description,  coupled  with  the  un- 
controlled right  to  decide  wnat  laws  deserve 
that  character,  is  to  ^ve  the  power  of  resisting 
all  laws.  For,  as  by  the  theory,  there  is  no 
appeal,  the  reasons  alleged  by  the  state,  good 
or  bad,  must  prevail.  If  it  should  be  said 
that  public  opinion  is  a  sufficient  check  against 
the  abuse  of  this  power,  it  may  be  asked  why 
it  is  not  deemed  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional  act  by  Con- 
gress. There  is,  however,  a  restraint  in  this 
last  case,  which  makes  the  assumed  power  of 
a  state  more  indefensible,  and  which  does  not 
exist  in  the  other.  There  are  two  appeals 
from  an  unconstitutional  act  passed  by  Con- 
gress— one  to  the  judiciary,  the  other  to  the 
people  and  the  states.  There  is  no  appeal 
trom  the  state  decision  in  theory,  and  the 
practical  illustration  shows  that  the  courts 
are  closed  against  an  application  to  review  it, 
both  judges  and  jurors  being  sworn  to  decide 
in  its  favor.  But  reasoning  on  this  subject  is 
superfluous  when  our  social  compact  in  ex- 
press terms  declares,  that  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  its  Constitution  and  treaties 
made  under  it,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land — and  for  greater  caution  adds,  "  that  the 
judges  in  every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
anytning  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  And 
it  may  be  asserted,  without  fear  of  refutation, 
that  no  federative  government  could  exist 
without  a  similar  provision.  Look  for  a  mo» 
ment  to  the  consequences.  If  South  Carolina 
considers  the  revenue  laws  unconstitutional, 
and  has  a  right  to  prevent  their  execution  in 
the  port  of  Charleston,  there  would  bo  a  clea? 
constitutional  objection  to  their  collootion  in 
every  other  port,  and  no  revenue  could  be  col- 
lected anywhere;  for  all  imposts  must  be 
equal.  It  is  no  answer  to  repeat,  that  an  un- 
constitutional law  is  no  law,  so  long  as  the 
question  of  its  legalitv  is  to  be  decided  by  tha 
state  itself;  for  every  law  operating  injuriously 
upon  any  local  interest  will  be  perhaps 
thought,  and  certainly  represented,  as  uncon- 
stitutionaJ,  and,  has  neen  shown,  there  is  no 
appeal. 

If  this  doctrine  had  been  established  at  an 
earlier  day,  the  Union  would  have  been  dis* 
solved  in  its  infancy.  The  excise  law  in  Penik* 
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sjlvania,  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
law  in  the  Eastern  states,  the  carriage  tax  in 
Virginia,  were  all  deemed  unconstitutional, 
and  were  more  unequal  in  their  operation 
than  any  of  the  laws  now  complained  of;  but 
fortunately  none  of  those  states  discovered  that 
they  had  the  right  now  claimed  by  South 
Carolina.  The  war  into  which  we  were  forced, 
to  support  the  dimity  of  the  nation  and  the 
rights  of  our  citizens,  might  have  ended  in 
defeat  and  disgrace,  instead  of  victory  and 
honor,  if  the  states  who  supposed  it  a 
ruinous  and  unconstitutional  measure,  had 
thought  they  possessed  the  right  of  nullifying 
the  act  by  which  it  was  declared,  and  denying 
supplies  for  its  prosecution.  Hardly  and  un- 
equally as  those  measures  bore  upon  several 
members  of  the  Union,  to  the  legislatures  of 
none  did  this  efficient  and  peaceable  remedy, 
as  it  is  called,  suggest  itself.  The  discovery 
of  this  important  feature  in  our  Constitution 
was  reserved  for  the  present  day.  To  the 
statesmen  of  South  Carolina  belongs  the  in- 
Tention,  and  upon  the  citizens  of  that  state 
will  unfortunately  fall  the  evils  of  reducing  it 
to  practice. 

If  the  doctrine  of  a  state  veto  upon  the  laws 
of  the  Union  carries  with  it  internal  evidence 
of  its  impracticable  absurdity,  our  constitu- 
tional history  will  also  afford  abundant  proof 
that  it  would  have  been  repudiated  witli  in- 
dignation had  it  been  proposed  to  form  a  fea- 
ture in  our  government. 

In  our  colonial  state,  although  dependent 
on  another  power,  we  very  early  considered 
ourselves  as  connected  by  common  interest 
with  each  other.  Leagues  were  formed  for 
common  defence,  and  before  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  we  were  known,  in  our  ag- 
gregate character,  as  the  United  Colonies  of 
America.  That  decisive  and  important  step 
was  taken  jointly.  We  declared  ourselves  a 
nation  by  a  joint,  not  by  several  acts,  and 
when  the  terms  of  our  confederation  were  re- 
duced to  form,  it  was  in  that  of  a  solemn 
league  of  several  states,  by  which  they  agreed 
that  they  would  collectively  form  one  nation 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  some  certain 
domestic  concerns  and  all  foreign  relations. 
In  the  instrument  forming  that  Union  is  found 
an  article  which  declares  that  "every  state 
shall  abide  by  the  determination  of  Congress, 
on  all  questions  which  by  that  confederation 
shall  be  submitted  to  them/' 

Under  the  Confederation  then,  no  state  could 
legally  annul  a  decision  of  the  Congress,  or 
refuse  to  submit  to  its  execution ;  but  no  pro- 
vision was  made  to  enforce  these  decisions. 
Congress  made  requisitions,  but  they  were  not 
complied  with.  The  government  could  not 
operate  on  individuals.  They  had  no  judi- 
ciary, no  means  of  collecting  revenue. 

But  the  defects  of  the  Confederation  need 
not  be  detailed.  Under  its  operation  we 
could  scarcely  be  called  a  nation.  We  had 
neither  prosperity  at  home  nor  consideration 
abroad.  This  state  of  things  could  not  be  en- 
dored,  and  oar  present  happy  Constitution 


was  formed,  but  formed  in  vain,  if  this  fatal 
doctrine  prevails.  It  was  formed  for  import- 
ant objects  that  are  announced  in  the  preamble, 
made  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  whose  delegates 
framed,  and  whose  conventions  approved  it. 
The  most  important  among  these  objects,  that 
which  is  placed  first  in  rank,  on  which  all  the 
others  rest,  is  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union." 
Now,  is  it  possible  that  even  ii  there  were  no 
express  provisions  givins  supremacy  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  those  of  the  states— can  it  be  conceived 
that  an  instrument  made  for  the  purpose  of 
"forming  a  more  perfect  Union"  than  that 
of  the  Confederation,  could  be  so  constructed 
by  the  assembled  wisdom  of  our  country  as  to 
substitute  for  that  Confederation  a  form  of 
government  dependent  for  its  existence  on  the 
local  interest,  the  party  spirit  of  a  state,  or  of 
a  prevailing  faction  in  a  state  ?  Every  man 
of  plain  unsophisticated  understanding,  who 
hears  the  question,  will  give  such  an  answer 
as  will  preserve  the  Union.  Metaphysical 
subtlety,  in  pursuit  of  an  impracticable  theory, 
could  alone  nave  devised  one  that  is  calculated 
to  destroy  it. 

I  consider,  then,  the  power  to  annul  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  avssumed  by  one  state, 
incompatible  with  the  existence  oi  the  Unicm, 
contradicted  expressly  by  the  letter  of  tne 
Constitution,  unauthorized  by  its  spirit,  incon- 
sistent with  every  principle  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  destructive  of  the  great  objecl 
for  which  it  was  formed. 

After  this  general  view  of  the  leading  prin- 
ciple, we  must  examine  the  particular  appli- 
cation of  it  which  is  made  in  the  ordinance. 

The  preamble  rests  its  justification  on  these 
grounds ;  it  assumes  as  a  fact,  that  the  ob- 
noxious laws,  although  they  purport  to  be  laws 
for  raising  revenue,  were  in  reality  intcnde<l 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  which  pur- 
pose it  asserts  to  be  unconstitutional;  that 
the  operation  of  these  laws  is  unequal ;  that 
the  amount  raised  by  them  is  greater  than  is 
required  by  the  wants  of  the  government; 
and,  finally,  that  the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied 
to  objects  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution. 
These  are  the  only  causes  alleged  to  justify 
an  open  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  countrr, 
and  a  threat  of  seceding  from  the  Union,  if 
any  attempt  should  bo  made  to  enforce  them. 
The  first  virtually  acknowledges  that  the  law 
in  question  was  passed  under  a  power  ex- 
pressly given  by  tne  Constitution,  to  lay  and 
collect  imposts ;  but  its  constitutionality  in 
drawn  in  question  from  the  motives  of  those 
who  passed  it.  However  apparent  this  pur- 
pose may  be  in  the  present  cose,  nothing  can 
be  more  dangerous  tnan  to  admit  the  pyosition 
that  an  unconstitutional  purpose,  entertained 
by  the  members  who  assent  to  a  law  enacted 
under  a  constitutional  power,  shall  make  that 
law  void ;  for  how  is  that  purpose  to  be  ascer- 
tained? Who  is  to  make  the  scrutiny  ?  How 
often  may  bad  purposes  be  falsely  imputed  ? 
in  how  many  cases  are  they  concealed  by  falst 
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professiona?  in  bow  many  is  no  declaration 
of  motive  made?    Admit  this  doctrine,  and 

JOQ  give  to  the  states  an  uncontrolled  right  to 
ecide,  and  every  law  may  be  annulled  under 
this  pretext.  If,  therefore,  the  absurd  and 
dangerous  doctrine  should  be  admitted,  that 
a  state  may  annul  an  unconstitutional  law,  or 
one  that  it  deems  such,  it  will  not  apply  to  the 
present  case. 

The  next  objection  is,  that  the  laws  in  ques- 
don  operate  unequally.  This  objection  may 
be  made  with  truth  to  every  law  that  has  been 
or  can  be  passed.  The  wisdom  of  man  never 
yet  contrived  a  system  of  taxation  that  would 
operate  with  perfect  equality.  If  the  unequal 
operation  of  a  law  makes  it  unconstitutional, 
and  if  all  laws  of  that  description  may  be 
abrogated  by  any  state  for  that  cause,  then 
indeed  is  the  Federal  Constitution  unworthy 
of  the  slightest  eflfort  for  its  preservation.  We 
Iiave  hitherto  relied  on  it  as  the  perpetual 
bond  of  our  Union.  We  have  received  it  as 
the  work  of  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the 
nation.  We  have  trusted  to  it  as  to  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  our  safety  in  the  stormy  times  of 
conflict  with  a  foreign  or  domestic  foe.  We 
have  looked  on  it  with  sacred  awe  as  the  pal- 
ladium of  our  liberties,  and  with  all  the 
solemnities  of  religion  have  pledged  to  each 
Other  our  lives  and  fortunes  here,  and  our 
hopes  of  hapmness  hereafter,  in  its  defence 
and  support.  Were  we  mistaken,  my  country- 
men, in  attaching  this  importance  to  the  Con- 
stitQtion  of  our  country  ?  Was  our  devotion 
paid  to  the  wretched,  inefficient,  clumsy  con- 
trivance which  this  new  doctrine  would  make 
it  ?  Did  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  support 
of  an  airy  nothing,  a  bubble  that  must  be 
blown  away  by  the  first  breath  of  disaffection  ? 
Was  this  self-destroying,  visionary  theory,  the 
work  of  the  profound  statesmen,  the  exalted 
patriots,  to  whom  the  task  of  constitutional 
reform  was  intrusted?  Did  the  name  of 
Washington  sanction,  did  the  states  delibe- 
rately ratify,  such  an  anomaly  in  the  history  of 
fundamental  legislation  ?  No.  We  were  not 
mistaken.  The  letter  of  this  CTcat  instrument 
is  free  from  this  radical  fault ;  its  language 
directly  contradicts  the  imputation  ;  its  spirit 
— ^its  evident  intent  contrauicts  it.  No,  we  do 
not  err!  Our  Constitution  docs  not  contain 
the  absurdity  of  giving  power  to  make  laws, 
and  another  power  to  resist  them.  The  sages 
whose  memory  will  always  be  reverenced  have 
given  us  a  practical,  and,  as  they  hoped,  a 
permanent  constitutional  compact.  The  father 
of  his  country  did  not  affix  his  revered  name 
to  so  palpable  an  absurdity.  Nor  did  the 
states,  when  they  severally  ratified  it,  do  so 
under  the  impression  that  a  veto  on  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  was  reserved  to 
them,  or  that  they  could  exercise  it  by  impli- 
cation. Search  the  debates  in  all  their  con- 
Tentions— examine  the  speeches  of  the  most 
sealous  opposers  of  federal  authority — ^look  at 
the  amendments  that  were  proposed ;  they  are 
$11  silent — ^not  a  syllable  uttered,  not  a  vote 
KiTon,  not  a  motion  made  to  correct  the  expli- 


cit supremacy  given  to  the  laws  of  the  Union 
over  tnose  of  the  states,  or  to  show  that  impli- 
cation, as  is  now  contended,  could  defeat  it. 
No,  we  have  not  erred  I  The  Constitution  is 
still  the  object  of  6ur  reverence,  the  bond  of 
our  Union,  our  defence  in  danger,  the  source 
of  our  prosperity  in  peace.  It  shall  descend, 
as  we  have  received  it,  uncorrupted  by  sophis- 
tical construction,  to  our  posterity ;  ana  the 
sacrifices  of  local  interest,  of  state  prejudices, 
of  personal  animosities,  that  were  made  to 
bring  it  into  existence,  will  again  be  patrioti- 
cally offered  for  its  support. 

The  two  remaining  oojections  made  by  the 
ordinance  to  these  laws  are,  that  the  sums  in- 
tended to  bo  raised  by  them  are  greater  than 
are  required,  and  that  the  proceeds  will  be 
unconstitutionally  employed. 

The  Constitution  has  given  expressly  to 
Congress  the  right  of  raising  revenue  and  of 
determining  the  sum  the  public  exigencies 
will  require.  The  states  have  no  control  over 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  other  than  that 
which  results  from  the  power  of  changing  the 
representatives  who  abuse  it,  and  thus  procure 
redress.  Congress  may  undoubtedly  abuse 
this  discretionary  power,  but  the  same  may 
be  said  of  others  with  which  they  are  vested. 
Yet  the  discretion  must  exist  somewhere. 
The  Constitution  has  given  it  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  all  the  people,  checked  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  and  by  the  executive 
power.  The  South  Carolina  construction  gives 
it  to  the  legislature  or  the  convention  of  a 
single  state,  where  neither  the  people  of  the 
different  states,  nor  the  states  in  their  separate 
capacity,  nor  the  chief  magistrate  electe'd  by 
the  people,  have  any  representation.  Which 
is  the  most  discreet  disposition  of  the  power  ? 
I  do  not  ask  you,  fellow-citizens,  which  is  the 
constitutional  disposition — that  instrument 
speaks  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
But  if  you  were  assembled  in  general  conven- 
tion, which  would  you  think  the  safest  depo- 
sitory of  this  discretionary  power  in  the  last 
resort  ?  Would  you  add  a  clause  giving  it  to 
each  of  the  states,  or  would  you  sanction  the 
wise  provisions  already  made  by  your  Consti- 
tution ?  If  this  should  be  the  result  of  your 
deliberations,  when  providing  for  the  future, 
are  you — can  you — oe  ready  to  risk  all  that 
we  hold  dear,  to  establish,  for  a  temporary 
and  local  purpose,  that  which  you  must 
acknowledge  to  be  destructive,  and  even  ab- 
surd, as  a  general  provision  ?  Carry  out  the 
consequences  of  this  right  vested  in  the  dif- 
ferent states,  and  you  must  perceive  that  the 
crisis  your  conduct  presents  at  this  day  would 
recur  whenever  any  law  of  the  United  States 
displeased  any  of  the  states,  and  that  we  should 
soon  cease  to  be  a  nation. 

The  ordinance,  with  the  same  knowledge 
of  the  future  that  characterizes  a  former  ob- 
jection, tells  you  that  the  proceeds  of  the  tax 
will  be  unconstitutionally  applied.  If  this 
could  be  ascertained  with  certainty,  the  ob- 
jection would,  with  more  propriety,  be  re- 
served for  the  laws  so  applymg  the  proceeds. 
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but  surely  cannot  be  urged  against  the  laws 
levying  the  duty. 

These  are  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
ordinance.  £]Lamine  them  seriously,  my  fel- 
low-citizens— judge  for  yourselves.  I  appeal 
to  you  to  determine  whether  they  are  so  clear, 
so  convincing,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their 
corroetncKS :  aMd  even  if  you  should  come  to 
this  conclutiion,  how  far  they  justify  the  reck- 
less, destructive  course  which  you  are  directed 
to  pursue,  lieview  these  objections,  and  the 
conclusions  drawn  from  them  once  more.  What 
are  they  ?  Every  law,  then,  for  raising  reve- 
nue, according  to  tlie  South  Carolina  Ordi- 
nance, may  bo  rightfully  annulled,  unless  it 
be  so  framed  as  no  law  ever  will  or  can  be 
framed.  Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  laws 
for  raising  revenue,  and  each  state  has  a  right 
to  oppose  their  execution — two  rights  directly 
opposed  to  each  other ;  and  yet  is  this  absur- 
dity supposed  to  be  contained  in  an  instru- 
ment drawn  for  the  express  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing collisions  between  the  states  and  the  gene- 
ral government,  by  an  assembly  of  the  most 
enlightened  statesmen  and  purest  patriots  ever 
imbodicd  for  a  similar  purpose. 

In  vain  have  theno  sages  declared  that  Con- 
gress shall  have  |Htwer  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  exciHCs — in  vain  have  they 
provided  that  they  shall  have  power  to  pass 
laws  which  shall  bo  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  those  powers  into  execution  ;  tnat  those 
laws  and  that  Constitution  shall  be  the  '*  su- 
preme law  of  the  land ;  and  that  the  judf;es 
in  every  state  shall  l>e  liound  therel)y,  auythuig 
in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  anv  state  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  In  vain  have  the 
people  of  the  several  states  Kolemnly  sanc- 
tioned these  prcjvisions,  made  them  their  para- 
mount law,  and  individually  sworn  to  support 
them  wlionever  they  were  called  on  to  execute 
any  office.  Vain  provisions!  ineffectual  re- 
strictiuus !  vile  profanation  of  oaths  I  miserable 
mockery  of  legislation  1  if  a  bare  majority  of 
the  voters  in  any  (me  state  mav,  on  a  real  or 
supposed  knowledge  of  the  intent  with  which 
a  law  has  been  passed,  declare  themselves  free 
from  its  operation — say  here  it  gives  t^M)  little, 
there  too  much,  and  operates  une(iually — liere 
it  suffers  articles  to  be  free  that  ought  to  be 
taxed,  there  it  taxes  those  that  ought  to  be 
free — in  this  case  the  proceeds  are  intended  to 
be  aftplied  to  purposes  which  we  do  not  ap- 
prove ;  in  that  the  amount  raised  is  more  than 
IS  wanted.  Congress,  it  is  true,  are  invested 
by  the  Constitution  with  the  right  of  dexjiding 
these  questions  according  to  their  sound  dis- 
cretion. Congress  is  composed  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all  the  states;  and  of  all  the 
people  of  all  the  states ;  but  we,  part  of  the 

I)eople  of  one  state,  to  whom  the  Constitution 
las  given  no  power  on  the  subject,  from  whom 
it  hi^  expressly  taken  it  away — we,  who  have 
solemnly  agreed  that  this  Constitution  shall 
be  our  law — we,  most  of  whom  have  sworn  to 
support  it— 40e  now  abrogate  this  law,  and 
■wear,  and  force  others  to  swear,  that  it  shall 
not  be  obeyed — and  we  do  this,  not  because 


Congress  have  no  right  to  pass  such  laws; 
this  we  do  not  allege ;  but  because  they  have 
passed  them  with  improper  views.  They  are 
unconstitutional  from  the  motives  of  those  who 
passed  them,  which  we  can  never  with  cer- 
tainty know,  from  their  unequal  operation ; 
although  it  is  impossible  from  the  nature  of  . 
things  that  they  should  be  equal — aud  from 
the  disposition  which  we  presume  may  be 
made  of  their  proceeds,  although  that  disposi- , 
tion  has  not  been  declared.  This  is  the  plain  . 
meaning  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  laws 
which  it  abrogates  for  alleged  unconstitution- 
ality. But  it  does  not  stop  there.  It  repeals, 
in  express  terms,  an  important  part  of  the 
Constitution  itself,  and  of  laws  passed  to  give 
it  effect,  which  have  never  been  alleged  to  be 
unconstitutional.  The  Constitution  declares 
that  the  judicial  powers  of  the  United  States 
extend  to  cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  tliat  such  laws,  the  Consti-; 
tution,  and  treaties  shall  be  paramount  to  thei 
state  constitutions  and  laws.  The  judiciary 
act  prescribes  the  mode  by  which  the  case  may 
be  brought  before  a  court  of  the  United  States, 
by  appeal,  when  a  state  tribunal  shall  decide 
against  this  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
The  ordinance  declares  there  shall  be  no  ap* 
peal ;  makes  the  state  law  paramount  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States : 
forces  fudges  and  Jurors  to  swear  that  they 
will  disregard  their  provisions ;  and  even 
makes  it  penal  in  a  suitor  to  attempt  relief  by 
appeal.  It  further  declares  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  tliat  state,  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  duties  imposed  by  the  revenue  laws  within 
its  limits. 

Here  is  a  law  of  the  United  States,  not  even 
pretended  to  be  unconstitutional,  repealed  by 
the  authority  of  a  small  majority  of  the  voters 
of  a  single  state.  Here  is  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  is  solemnly  abrogated  by 
the  same  authority. 

On  such  exi)ositi(ms  and  reasonings,  the 
<»rdinance  grounds  not  only  an  assertion  of 
the  right  to  annul  the  laws  of  which  it  com- 
plains, but  to  enforce  it  by  a  threat  of  sece- 
ding from  the  Union,  if  any  attempt  is  made 
to  execute  them. 

This  right  to  secede  is  deduced  from  the 
nature  of  the  Constitution,  which,  they  say,  is 
a  compact  between  sovereign  states,  who  have 
preserved  tlieir  whole  sovereignty,  and,  there- 
fore, are  subject  to  no  superior  ;  that,  because 
they  made  the  compact,  they  can  break  it 
when,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  been  departed 
from  by  the  other  states.  Fallacious  as  this 
course  of  reasoning  is,  it  enlists  state  pride, 
and  finds  advocates  in  the  honest  prejudices 
of  those  who  have  not  studied  the  nature  of 
our  government  sufficiently  to  see  the  radical 
error  on  which  it  rests. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  formed  the 
Constitution,  acting  through  the  state  legisla- 
tures in  making  the  compact,  to  meet  and  di»> 
cuss  its  provisions,  and  acting  in  separate  con- 
ventions when  they  ratified  those  provisions ; 
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L  but  tbe  terms  used  in  its  construction,  show 
it  to  be  a  government  in  which  the  people  of 
all  the  states  collectively  are  represented.  We 
are  cm  people  in  the  choice  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President.  Here  the  states  have  no 
other  agency  than  to  direct  the  mode  in  which 
the  votes  shall  be  given.  The  candidates 
ha^g  the  majority  of  all  the  votes,  are 
chosen.  The  electors  of  a  majority  of  the  states 
mar  have  given  their  votes  for  one  candidate, 
ana  yet  another  may  be  chosen.  The  people 
then,  and  not  the  states,  are  represented  in 
the  executive  branch. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  there  is 
this  diffbrence,  that  the  people  of  one  state  do 
not,  as  in  the  case  or  President  and  Vice 
President,  all  vote  for  the  same  officers.  The 
people  of  all  the  states  do  not  vote  for  all  the 
members,  each  state  electing  only  its  own 
representatives.  But  this  creates  no  material 
flistinction.  When  chosen,  they  are  all  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  not  repre- 
sentatives of  the  particular  state  from  which 
they  oome.  They  are  paid  by  the  United 
States,  not  by  the  state ;  nor  are  they  account- 
able to  it  for  any  act  done  in  the  performance 
of  their  legislative  functions ;  and,  however 
they  may  in  practice,  as  it  is  their  duty  to  do, 
consult  and  prefer  the  interests  of  their  par- 
ticular constituents  when  they  come  in  con- 
flict with  any  other  partial  or  local  interest, 
yet  it  is  their  first  and  hic^hest  duty,,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  to  promote  the 
general  good. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then, 
forms  a  government,  not  a  league ;  and  whether 
it  be  formed  by  compact  between  the  states, 
or  in  any  other  manner,  its  character  is  the 
»ame.  It  is  a  government  in  which  all  the 
people  are  represented,  which  operates  di- 
rectly on  the  people  individually,  not  upon 
the  states :  they  retained  all  the  power  tiiey 
did  not  grant.  But  each  state  naving  ex- 
pressly parted  with  so  many  powers  as  to  con- 
Htitute  jointly  with  the  other  states  a  single 
nation,  cannot,  from  that  period,  possess  any 
right  to  secede,  because  such  secession  docs 
not  break  a  league,  but  destroys  the  unity  of 
a  nation,  and  any  injury  to  that  unity  is  not 
lynly  a  breach  which  would  result  from  the 
•'•>ntravention  of  a  compact,  but  it  is  an 
•liTence  against  the  whole  Union.  To  say  that 
any  state  may  at  pleasure  secede  from  the 
Union,  is  to  say  that  the  United  States  are  not 
a  nation :  because  it  would  be  a  solecism  to 
contend  that  any  part  of  a  nation  might  dis- 
solve its  connexion  with  the  other  parts,  to 
their  injury  or  ruin,  without  comraittmg  any 
offence,  oecession,  like  any  other  revolu- 
tionary act,  may  be  morally  justified  by  the 
extremity  of  oppression  ;  but  to  call  it  a  con- 
stitutional right  is  confounding  the  meaning 
of  terms;  and  can  only  be  done  through 
{^ross  error,  or  to  deceive  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  assert  a  right,  but  would  pause  before 
they  made  a  revolution,  or  incur  the  penalties 
eoiiseqaent  on  a  failure. 

Becnise  the  Union  was  formed  by  compact, 


it  is  said  the  parties  to  that  compact  may, 
when  they  feel  themselves  aggrieved,  depart 
from  it ;  but  it  is  precisely  because  it  is  a 
compact  that  they  cannot.  A  compact  is  an 
agreement  or  binding  obligation.  It  may,  by 
its  terms,  have  a  sanction  or  penalty  for  its 
breach,  or  it  may  not.  If  it  contains  no 
sanction,  it  may  be  broken  with  no  other  con- 
sequence than  moral  guilt :  if  it  have  a  sanc- 
tion, then  the  breach  incurs  the  designated  or 
implied  penalty,  A  league  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  generally,  has  no  sanction 
other  than  a  moral  one ;  or,  if  it  should  con- 
tain a  penalty,  as  there  is  no  common  superior, 
it  cannot  be  enforced.  A  government,  on  the 
contrary,  always  has  a  sanction,  express  or 
implied ;  and,  in  our  case,  it  is  botn  neces- 
sarily implied  and  expressly  given.  An 
attempt  by  force  of  arms  to  destroy  a  govern- 
ment, is  an  offence,  by  whatever  means  the 
constitutional  compact  may  have  been  formed ; 
and  such  government  has  the  right,  by  the 
law  of  self-ilefence,  to  pass  acts  for  punishing 
the  ofiender,  unless  tnat  right  is  modified, 
restrained,  or  resumed,  by  the  constitutional 
act.  In  our  system,  although  it  is  modified 
in  the  case  of  treason,  yet  authority  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to 
carry  its  powers  into  effect,  and  under  this 
grant  provision  has  been  made  for  punishing 
acts  wnich  obstruct  the  due  administration  of 
the  laws. 

It  would  seem  superfluous  to  add  anything 
to  show  the  nature  of  that  union  which  con- 
nects us ;  but  as  erroneous  opinions  on  this 
subject  are  the  foundation  ot  doctrines  the 
most  destructive  to  our  peace,  I  must  give 
some  further  development  to  my  views  on  this 
subject.  No  one,  fellow-citizens,  has  a  higher 
reverence  for  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states, 
than  the  magistrate  who  now  addresses  you. 
No  one  would  make  greater  personal  sacri- 
fices, or  official  exertions,  to  dciend  them  from 
violation ;  but  equal  care  must  be  taken  to 
prevent  on  their  part  an  improper  interfe- 
rence with,  or  resumption  of,  the  rights  they 
have  vested  in  the  nation.  The  line  has  not 
been  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to  avoid  doubts 
in  some  cases  of  the  exercise  of  power.  Men 
of  the  best  intentions  and  soundest  views  may 
differ  in  their  construction  of  some  parts  of 
the  Constitution ;  but  there  are  others  on  which 
dispassionate  reflection  can  leave  no  doubt. 
Of  this  nature  appears  to  be  the  assumed  right 
of  secession.  It  rests,  as  we  have  seen,  on  the 
alleged  undivided  sovereignty  of  the  states, 
and  on  their  having  formed  in  this  sovereign 
capacity  a  compact  which  is  called  the  Consti- 
tution, from  which,  because  they  made  it,  they 
have  the  right  to  secede.  Both  of  these  posfr 
tions  are  erroneous,  and  some  of  the  argih 
ments  to  prove  them  so  have  been  anticipated* 

The  states  severally  have  not  retainea  their 
entire  sovereignty.  It  has  been  shown  thai 
in  becoming  parts  of  a  nation,  not  members 
of  a  league,  tney  surrendered  many  of  their 
essentifd  parts  of  sovereignty.  The  right  to 
make  treaties— ^leclare  war — ^levy  taxes — ex- 
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orcise  ezclusivn  judicial  and  legislatiye  pow- 
ers— were  all  of  them  functions  of  sovereign 
power.  The  states,  then,  for  all  these  important 
purposes,  were  no  longer  sovereign.  The  alle-. 

fiance  of  their  citizens  was  transferred,  in  the 
r.'it  instance,  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States — they  became  American  citizens,  and 
owed  obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  laws  made  in  conformity 
with  the  powers  it  vested  in  Congress.  This 
last  position  has  not  been,  and  cannot  bo 
denied.  How  then  can  that  state  be  said  to 
be  sovcrci^  and  independent,  whose  citizens 
owe  obedience  to  laws  not  made  by  it,  and 
whose  magistrates  are  sworn  to  disregard  those 
laws  when  they  come  in  conflict  with  those 
passed  by  another  ?  What  shows  conclusively 
that  the  states  cannot  be  said  to  have  reserved 
an  undivided  sovereignty,  is,  that  they  ex- 
pressly ceded  the  right  to  punish  treason — ^not 
treason  against  their  separate  power — ^but  trea- 
8<m  against  the  United  States.  Treason  is  an 
offence  against  sovereignty^  and  sovereijmty 
must  reside  with  the  power  to  punish  it.  But 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  states  are  not  less 
sacred,  because  they  have  for  their  common 
interest  made  the  general  government  the  de- 
pository of  these  powers. 

The  unity  of  our  political  character  (as  has 
been  shown  for  anotner  purpose)  commenced 
with  its  very  existence.  Under  the  royal  gov- 
ernment we  had  no  separate  character — our 
opposition  to  its  oppressions  began  as  United 
CfoLONiEs.  We  were  the  United  States  under 
the  Confederation,  and  the  name  was  perpetu- 
ated, and  the  Union  rendered  more  perfect,  by 
the  Federal  Constitution.  In  none  of  tliese 
stages  did  we  consider  ourselves  in  any  other 
light  than  as  forming  one  nation.  Treaties 
and  alliances  were  made  in  the  name  of  all. 
Troops  were  raised  for  the  joint  defence.  How, 
then,  with  all  these  proofs  that,  under  all 
changes  of  our  position,  we  had,  for  designa- 
ted purposes  and  with  defined  powers,  created 
national  governments — how  is  it,  that  the  most 
perfect  of  those  several  modes  of  union  should 
now  be  considered  as  a  mere  league,  that 
may  be  dissolved  at  pleasure  ?  It  is  from  an 
abuse  of  terms.  Compact  is  used  as  synony- 
mous with  league,  although  the  true  term  is 
not  employed,  Tjecause  it  would  at  once  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning.  It  would  not  do 
to  say  that  our  Constitution  was  only  a  leagiie, 
but,  it  is  labored  to  prove  it  a  compact  (which 
in  one  sense  it  is),  and  then  to  argue  that  as  a 
lea^e  is  a  compact,  every  compact  between 
nations  must  of  course  be  a  league,  and  that 
from  such  an  engagement  every  sovereign 
power  has  a  right  to  recede.  But  it  has  been 
shown,  that  in  this  sense  the  states  are  not 
sovereign,  and  that  even  if  they  were,  and  the 
nation^  Constitution  had  been  formed  by 
compact,  there  would  be  no  right  in  any  one 
state  to  exonerate  itself  from  its  obligations. 
So  obvious  are  the  reasons  which  forbid  this 
secession,  that  it  is  necessary  only  to  allude  to 
them.  The  Union  was  formed  for  the  benefit 
of  all.    It  WU8  produced  by  mutual  sacrifices 


of  interests  and  opinions.  Can  those  sacri* 
fices  be  recalled  ?  Can  the  states  who  mag- 
nanimously surrendered  their  title  to  the  ter- 
ritories of''^the  West,  recall  the  grant  T  Will 
the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  states  agree  to 
pay  the  duties  that  may  be  imposed  without 
their  assent  by  those  on  the  Atlantic  or  the 
Gulf,  for  their  own  benefit  ?  Shall  there  be  a 
free  port  in  one  state,  and  onerous  duties  in 
another?  No  one  believes  that  any  right 
exists  in  a  single  state  to  involve  all  the 
others  in  these  and  countless  other  evils,  con- 
trary to  engagements  solemnly  made.  Every 
one  must  see  that  the  other  states,  in  sell- 
defence,  must  oppose  it  at  all  hazards. 

These  are  the  aitematives  that  are  presented 
by  the  convention :  a  repeal  of  all  the  acts 
for  raising  revenue,  leaving  the  government 
without  the  means  of  support,  or  an  acqui* 
escence  in  the  dissolution  oi  our  Union  by  the 
secession  of  one  of  its  members.  When  the 
first  was  proposed,  it  was  known  that  it  could 
not  be  listened  to  for  a  moment.  It  was 
known,  if  force  was  applied  to  oppose  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  that  it  must  be  repelled 
by  force — that  Congress  could  not,  without 
involving  itself  in  disgrace,  and  the  country 
in  ruin,  accede  to  the  proposition ;  and  yet, 
if  this  is  not  done  in  a  given  day,  or  if  any 
attempt  is  made  to  execute  the  laws,  the  state 
is,  by  the  ordinance,  declared  to  be  out  of  the 
Union.  The  majority  of  a  convention  assem- 
bled for  the  purpose,  have  dictated  the^e 
terms,  or  rather  this  rejection  of  all  terms,  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 
It  is  true,  that  the  governor  of  the  state 
speaks  of  the  submission  of  their  grievances 
to  a  convention  of  all  the  states ;  which,  l.o 
says,  they  "sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  aiul 
desire."  Yet  this  obvious  and  constitutional 
mode  of  obtaining  the  sense  of  the  other 
states,  on  the  construction  of  the  federal  coni- 

Eact,  and  amending  it,  if  necessary,  has  never 
een  attempted  by  those  who  have  urged  tl.c 
state  on  to  this  destructive  measure.  The  stuto 
might  have  proposed  the  call  for  a  general 
convention,  to  the  other  states,  and  Congress, 
if  a  sufliciont  number  of  them  concurretl, 
must  have  called  it.  But  the  first  magistrate 
of  South  Carolina,  when  he  expressed  a  hojte 
that,  "  on  a  review  by  Congress  and  the  func- 
tionaries of  the  general  government  of  the 
merits  of  the  controversy,*'  such  a  convention 
will  be  accorded  to  thorn,  must  have  known 
that  neither  Congress  nor  any  functionary  of 
the  general  government  has  authority  to  call 
such  a  convention,  unless  it  be  demanded  by 
two-thirds  of  the  states.  This  suggestion, 
then,  is  another  instance  of  the  reckless  inat- 
tention to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
with  which  this  crisis  has  been  madly  hurried 
on ;  or  of  the  attempt  to  persuade  the  people 
that  a  constitutional  remedy  had  been  sought 
and  refused.  If  the  legislature  of  South 
Carolina  "anxiously  desire"  a  general  con- 
vention to  consider  their  complaints,  why  have 
they  not  made  application  lor  it  in  the  way 
the  Constitution  points  out?    The  assertion 
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thai  ihej  *'  eamestljr  seek"  it,  is  completely 
negstiyed  by  the  omission. 

This,  then,  is  the  position  in  which  we 
8tand.  A  small  m^ority  of  the  citizens  of 
one  state  in  the  Union  have  elected  delegates 
to  a  state  convention :« that  convention  has 
ordained  that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States  must  be  repealed,  or  that  they 
are  no  lonzer  a  member  of  the  Union.  The 
governor  of  that  state  has  recommended  to 
the  legislature  the  raising  of  an  army  to  carry 
the  secession  into  effect,  and  that  he  may  be 
empowered  to  give  clearances  to  vessels  in  the 
name  of  the  state.  No  act  of  violent  opposi- 
tion to  the  laws  has  yet  been  committed,  but 
euch  a  state  of  things  is  hourly  apprehended, 
and  it  is  the  intent  of  this  instrument  to  pro- 
CLJiiM  not  only  that  the  duty  imposed  on  me 
by  the  Constitution  **  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfully  executed,"  shall  be  performed  to 
the  extent  of  the  powers  already  vested  in  me 
by  law,  or  of  such  others  as  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress shall  devise  and  intrust  to  me  for  that 
purpose,  but  to  warn  the  citizens  of  South 
Carolina^  who  have  been  deluded  into  an  or>- 
poeition  to  the  laws,  of  the  danger  they  wul 
incur  by  obedience  to  the  illegal  and  disorga- 
nising ordinance  of  the  convention, — to  ex- 
hort those  who  have  Refused  to  support  it  to 
persevere  in  their  determination  to  uphold  the 
Uonstitution  and  the  laws  of  their  country,  and 
tO/  point  out  to  all  the  perilous  situation  into 
which  the  good  people  of  that  state  have  been 
]ed,^-and  that  the  course  they  are  urged  to 
pursue  is  one  of  ruin  and  disgrace  to  the  very 
state  whose  rights  they  affect  to  support. 

Fellow-citizens  of  my  native  state  I — let  me 
not  only  admonish  you,  as  the  first  magistrate 
of  our  common  country,  not  to  incur  the 
penalty  of  its  laws,  but  use  the  influence  that 
a  &ther  would  over  his  children  whom  he  saw 
rushing  to  certain  ruin.  In  that  paternal 
language,  with  that  paternal  feeling,  let  me 
tell  you,  my  countrymen,  that  you  are  deluded 
by  men  who  are  either  deceived  theniselvcR, 
or  wish  to  deceive  you.  Mark  under  what 
pretences  you  have  been  led  on  to  the  brink 
of  insurrection  and  treason,  on  which  you 
stand  I  First,  a  diminution  of  the  value  of 
your  staple  commodity,  lowered  by  over  pro- 
duction in  other  quarters,  and  the  consequent 
diminution  in  the  value  of  your  lands,  were 
the  sole  effect  of  the  tariff  laws.  The  effect 
of  those  laws  was  confessedly  injurious,  but  the 
evil  was  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  unfounded 
theory  you  were  taught  to  believe,  that  its 
burdens  were  in  proportion  to  your  exports, 
not  to  your  consumption  of  imported  articles. 
Your  pride  was  roused  by  the  assertion  that  a 
submission  to  those  laws  was  a  state  of  vas- 
salage, and  that  resistance  to  them  was  equal, 
in  patriotic  merit,  to  the  opposition  our  fathers 
offered  to  the  oppressive  laws  of  Great  Britain. 
You  were  told  that  this  opposition  might  be 
peaceably — ^might  be  constitutionally  made — 
that  you  might  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  the 
Union  and  bear  none  of  its  burdens. 

Eloquent  appeals  to  your  passions,  to  your 


state  pride,  to  your  native  courage,  to  your 
sense  of  real  injury,  were  used  to  prepare  you 
for  the  period  when  the  mask  whicn  concealed 
the  hideous  features  of  disunion  should  be 
taken  off.  It  fell,  and  you  were  made  to  look 
with  complacency  on  objects  which,  not  long 
since,  you  wOuld  have  regarded  with  horror. 
Look  back  at  the  arts  which  have  brought  you 
to  this  state — look  forward  to  the  consequences 
to  which  it  must  inevitably  lead.  Look  back 
to  what  was  first  told  you  as  an  inducement 
to  enter  into  this  dangerous  course.  The 
great  political  truth  was  repeated  to  you,  that 
you  had  the  revolutionary  right  of  resisting 
all  laws  that  were  palpably  unconstitutional, 
and  intolerably  oppressive — it  was  added  that 
the  right  to  nullity  a  law  rested  on  the  same 
principle,  but  that  it  was  a  peaceable  remedy ! 
This  character  which  was  given  to  it,  made 
you  receive  with  too  much  confidence  the 
assertions  that  were  made  of  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  law,  and  its  oppressive  effects. 
Mark,  my  fellow-citizens,  that,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  your  leaders,  the  unconstitutionality 
must  be  palpable,  or  it  will  not  justify  either 
resistance  or  nullification  I  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  palpable,  in  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  here  used  ? — ^that  which  is  apparent  to 
every  one;  that  which  no  man  ot  ordinary 
intellect  will  fail  to  perceive.  Is  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  these  laws  of  that  descrip- 
tion ?  Let  those  among  your  leaders  who 
once  approved  and  advocated  the  principle  of 
protective  duties,  answer  the  question ;  and 
let  them  choose  whether  they  will  be  con- 
sidered as  incapable,  then,  of  perceiving  that 
which  must  have  been  apparent  to  every  man 
of  common  understanding,  or  as  imposing 
upon  your  confidence,  and  endeavonng  to 
mislead  you  now. 

In  cither  case,  they  are  unsafe  guides  in  the 
perilous  path  they  urge  you  to  tread.  Ponder 
well  on  this  circumstance,  and  you  will  know 
how  t<^  appreciate  the  exaggerated  language 
thev  address  to  you.  They  are  not  champions 
of  fiberty,  emulating  the  fame  of  our  revolu- 
tionary fathers ;  nor  are  you  an  oppressed 
people,  contending,  as  they  repeat  to  you, 
against  worse  than  colonial  vassalage. 

You  are  free  members  of  a  flourishing  and 
happy  Union.  There  is  no  settled  design  to 
oppress  you.  You  have  indeed  felt  the  un- 
equal operation  of  laws  which  may  have  been 
unwisely,  not  unconstitutionally  passed,  but 
that  inequality  must  necessarily  be  removed. 
At  the  very  moment  when  you  were  madly 
urged  on  the  unfortunate  course  you  have  be- 
gun, a  change  in  public  opinion  had  com- 
menced. The  nearly  approaching  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity of  a  diminution  of  duties,  had  already 
produced  a  considerable  reduction,  and  that 
too  on  some  articles  of  general  consumption  in 
your  state.  The  importance  of  this  change 
was  understood,  and  you  were  authoritatively 
told  that  no  further  alleviation  of  your  bur- 
dens was  to  be  expected,  at  the  very  time 
when  Uie  condition  of  the  country  imperiously 
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demanded  such  a  modifioation  of  the  daties 
as  should  reduce  them  to  a  just  and  equitable 
scale.  But,  as  if  apprehensiye  of  the  effect  of 
this  change,  in  allajmg  your  discontents,  you 
were  precipitated  into  the  fearful  state  in 
which  you  now  find  yourselves. 

I  have  urged  you  to  look  back' to  the  means 
that  were  u^  to  hurry  you  on  to  the  position 
yuu  have  now  assumed,  and  forward  to  the 
ionsequences  it  will  produce.  Somethinj; 
more  is  necessary.  Contemplate  the  condi- 
tion of  that  country  of  which  you  still  form  an 
important  part  I— consider  its  government 
unitine  in  one  bond  of  common  interest  and 
gencriu  protection  so  many  different  states — 
giving  to  all  their  inhabitants  the  proud  title 
of  American  citizens — ^protecting  their  com- 
merce— securing  their  literature  and  their 
arts— facilitating  their  intercommunication — 
defending  their  frontiers — and  making  their 
names  respected  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
earth  I  Consider  the  extent  of  its  territory,  its 
increasing  and  happy  population,  its  advance 
in  arts,  which  render  life  agreeable,  and  the 
sciences  which  elevate  the  mind  I  See  educa- 
tion spreading  the  lights  of  religion,  humanity, 
and  general  information,  into  every  cottage  m 
this  wide  extent  of  our  territories  and  states  I 
Behold  it  as  the  asylum  where  the  wretched 
and  the  oppressed  find  a  refu^  and  support  I 
Look  on  uiis  picture  of  happiness  and  nonor, 
and  say.  We,  too,  are  citizens  of  America — 
Carolina  is  one  of  these  proud  states ;  her  arms 
have  defended — ^her  best  blood  has  cemented 
this  happy  Union  I  And  then  add,  if  you  can, 
without  horror  and  remorse.  This  happy  Union 
we  will  dissolve — ^this  picture  of  peace  and 
prosperity  we  will  deiaco — ^this  free  inter- 
course we  will  interrupt — ^these  fertile  fields 
we  will  deluge  with  blood — the  protection  of 
that  glorious  flag  we  renounce — ^tne  very  name 
of  Americans  we  discard.  And  for  what,  mis- 
taken men  1  for  what  do  you  throw  away  these 
inestimable  blessings — for  what  would  you 
exchange  vour  share  in  the  advantages  and 
honor  of  the  Union  ?  For  the  dream  of  a  se- 
parate independence — a  dream  interrupted  by 
filoodv  conflicts  with  your  neighbors,  and  a 
vile  dependence  on  foreign  power.  If  your 
leaders  could  succeed  in  establishing  a  separa- 
tion, what  would  be  your  situation  ?  Are  you 
united  at  home — are  you  free  from  the  appre- 
hension of  civil  discord,  with  all  its  fearful 
cfmsequenccs  ?  Do  our  neighboring  republics, 
every  day  suffering  some  new  revolution  or 
contending  with  some  new  insurrection — do 
the^  excite  your  envy  ?  But  the  dictates  of 
a  high  duty  oblige  me  solemnly  to  announce 
that  you  cannot  succeed.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  must  be  executed.  I  have  no 
discretionary  power  on  the  subject — my  duty 
is  emphatically  pronounced  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Those  who  told  you  that  you  might 
peaceably  prevent  their  execution,  deceived 
you — ^they  could  not  have  been  deceived  them- 
selves. They  know  that  a  forcible  opposition 
could  alone  prevent  the  execntaon  of  the  laws, 
and  they  know  that  such  opposition  must  be 


repelled.  Their  object  is  disunion*  bat  ht 
not  deceived  by  names :  disunion,  by  armed 
force,  is  treason.  Are  you  really  ready  to  in- 
cur its  guilt  ?  If  you  are,  on  the  heads  of  the 
instigators  of  the  act  be  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences—on their  h^ads  be  the  dishonor,  but 
on  yours  may  fall  the  punishment — on  your 
unhappy  state  will  inevitably  fall  all  the  evils 
of  the  conflict  you  force  upon  the  government 
of  your  country.  It  cannot  accede  to  the  mad 
project  of  disunion,  of  which  yon  would  be 
the  first  victims— its  first  magistrate  cannot, 
if  he  would,  avoid  the  performance  of  his 
duty — the  consequence  must  be  fearful  for 
you,  distressing  to  your  fellow  citizens  here, 
and  to  the  friends  of  good  government  through- 
out the  world.  Its  enemies  have  beheld  our 
prosperity  with  a  vexation  they  could  not  con- 
ceal— it  was  a  standing  refutation  of  their 
slavish  doctrines,  and  they  will  point  to  our 
discord  with  the  triumph  of  malignant  joy. 
It  is  yet  in  your  power  to  disappoint  them. 
There  is  yet  time  to  show  that  the  descendants 
of  the  Finckneys,  the  Sumpters,  the  Rul- 
ledges,  and  of  the  thousand  other  names  which 
adorn  the  pages  of  your  revolutionary  history, 
will  not  abandon  that  Union,  to  support  which 
so  many  of  them  fought  and  bled  and  died. 
I  adjure  you,  as  you  henor  their  memory— as 
you  love  the  cause  of  freedom,  to  which  they 
dedicated  their  lives — as  you  prise  the  peace 
of  your  country,  the  lives  of  its  best  citiiens, 
and  your  own  fair  fame,  to  retrace  your  steps. 
Snatch  from  the  archives  of  your  state  the  di»- 
organizing  edict  of  its  convention — bid  its 
members  to  reassemble  and  promulgate  the 
decided  expressions  of  your  will  to  remain  in 
the  path  which  alone  can  conduct  you  to 
safety,  prosperity,  and  honor — tell  them  that, 
compared  to  disunion,  all  other 'evils  are  light, 
because  that  brings  with  it  an  accumulation 
of  all — declare  that  you  will  never  take  the 
field  unless  the  star-spangled  banner  of  your 
country  shall  float  over  you — that  you  will 
not  be  stigmatized  when  dead,  and  dishonored 
and  scorned  while  you  live,  as  the  authors  of 
the  first  attack  on  the  Constitution  of  your 
country !  Its  destroyers  you  cannot  be.  xou 
may  disturb  its  peace — ^you  may  interrupt  the 
course  of  its  prosperity — ^you  may  cloud  its 
reputation  for  stability — ^but  its  tranquillity 
will  be  restored,  its  prosperity  will  return, 
and  the  stain  upon  its  national  character  will 
be  transferred  and  remain  an  eternal  blot 
on  the  memory  of  those  who  caused  the  dis- 
order. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States !  The 
threat  of  unhallowed  disunion,  the  names  of 
those  (once  respected)  by  whom  it  was  uttered, 
the  array  of  military  force  to  support  it,  denote 
the  approach  of  a  crisis  in  our  affairs,  on  which 
the  continuance  of  our  unexampled  prosperity, 
our  political  existence,  and  perhaps  that  of  all 
fVee  governments,  may  depend.  The  ooiyunc- 
ture  demanded  a  free,  a  full,  and  explicit 
enunciation,  not  only  of  my  intentions,  but  of 
my  principles  of  action ;  and  as  the  claim  was 
asserted  of  a  right  by  a  state  to  .annul  the 
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laws  of  the  Union,  aai  even  to  secede  from  it 
M  pleMure,  a  tV«nk  eipoaition  of  mj  opinions, 
uk  relation  to  the  origin  and  furm  of  our 
j^TOmment,  and  the  oonstruction  I  giie  to  the 
instrameDt  bj  which  it  was  created,  seemed 
to  ba  proper.  Haiing  the  fiilleiit  oonfidence 
in  thejustness  of  the  legal  aad  constitutional 
opinion  of  m j  duties  which  has  been  expressed, 
I  rely  with  equal  confidence  im  your  undivided 
support  in  mj  determination  to  execute  the 
lawn — to  preeerve  the  Union  bv  all  constitu- 
tional means— to  arrest,  if  nossible,  by  mode- 
rate, but  Grm  meaauree,  the  ne<;eBsity  of  a 
recourse  to  force:  and  if  it  be  the  will  of 
Hoavon,  that  the  recurrence  of  its  primeval 
curse  on  man  for  the  sheddinE  of  a  brother's 
blood  should  fall  upon  our  land,  that  it  be 
DM  called  down  by  any  oSesiiiTe  act  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

Fellow  citiiens  I  the  momentons  ease  is  be- 
fore yon.  On  your  undivided  support  of  your 
f^ternment  depends  the  decision  of  Uie  great 
(luastion  it  involves,  whether  your  sacred 
Union  will  be  preserved,  and  the  blessing  it 
aeeares  to  us  as  one  people  shall  be  perpe- 
tuated. No  one  can  doubt,  that  the  iinaoimit; 
with  which  that  deciaion  will  be  expressed 
will  be  such  as  to  inspire  new  confidence  in 
republican  institutions,  and  that  the  prudence, 
(he  wisdom,  and  the  courage,  which  it  will 
brio^  to  their  defence,  will  transmit  them  un~ 
impaired  and  iuvieorated  to  our  children. 

iday  the  great  Kuler  of  nations  grant,  that 
the  signal  blmsings  with  which  he  has  favored 
i>ur  j  may  not,  by  the  madness  of  party,  or  per- 
suuul  ambition,  be  disregarded  and  lost;  and 
[luiy  his  wise  providence  bring  those  who  have 
produced  thiscrisis  to  see  the  folly,  before  they 
■eel  the  misery  of  civil  strife:  and  inspire  a 
rtfturuioK  veneration  for  that  Union  which,  if 
we  may  dare  to  penetrate  his  designs,  he  has 
i;lio:^n  as  the  only  moans  of  attaining  the 
hi);b  destinies  to  which  we  may  reasonably 

Jacbson,  Josepk  Vf.,  of  Georgiw. 

Resolution  of. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1852,  tlio  fallowing  re- 
solution, offered  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Georgia, 

ReKilFed,  That  we  recognise  the  binding 
efficacy  of  the  compromiacrt  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  believe  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
iieople  generally,  as  we  hereby  declare  it  to 
tie  ours,  individually,  to  abide  such  compro- 
mises, and  to  mietain  the  laws  nocwBary  to 
carry  them  out— the  provision  for  the  deli- 
very of  fugitive  slave?,  and  fhr  act  of  the  liul 
Congreft  for  thai  pnrpuae  iiidiuled—anA  that 
we  deprecate  all  further  ablution  of  questions 
growing  out  of  that  provision,  of  the  questions 
ambraced  in  the  acts  of  the  inst  CongrenB, 
known  as  the  compromise,  and  uf  questions 

Knenlly  connected  with   the  institution  of 
iveiy,  aa  UDtieceasar;,  useless,  and  danger- 


Mr.  Hillyer  of  Georgia  moved  the  fblluwing 
amendment : — 

Resolved,  That  the  series  of  sets  passed 
during  the  first  session  of  the  31st  CongreES, 
known  as  the  compromise,  are  regarded  as  a 
final  adjustment  and  pennanent  settlement 
of  the  questions  therein  embraced,  and  should 
be  maintained  and  executed  as  such. 

Mr.  Hillyer's  amendment  was  adopted,  bj 
yeos  and  nays  as  follows ; — 

Tim.— Hnini.  WiUit Attmotm^/iffiU\imtt»tm,Thni. 
g.  ilaylyo[Vt..gMfaof  Vt.,BowltDf  Mil...Cnrfmrttenf 
Rj-  B"Bg»  of  -■<.  V,  Brmlii  Df  N.  Y,  0«).  [1.  Bnwn  of  N. 
J,,  ftM*rofO,,  C»b«llor¥li,C1i«ir1lnofP»_  (Tlortoflo, 
OiUof  AlL,  Cnlloinor  Tiiiiii.  Cartiior  P^  EWudf  Ind. 
Ztauim  or  PL,  Oa:\imj  of  ii.C..  llmha^  at  lai^  Bdmiuid- 


ir  PL.  KurUot  Pl.  UndiT  of  Fi,  Lddfr  d( 
it  iDd.,  ilaa  of  Ind.,  £,  C,  MartliaU  nt  0*1- 
■llof  Kj,.  Mvllaaf  N.T..  JAuonotlCT^  ItlChrHeot 
^„ — ij  _-  „_     .... — '-.of  p..,  jfcihiOiwafTn, 

l,a  W.  Pm*w3 


.noim<:b.,SMtrlaitdot 


AT8— MwinL  AUr™  of  9.  C.  Allinn  of  F*.  Adu  of  It. 
ArmU  of  Vi..  ittboKk  of  N.  V.,  llaHtr  of  Qm-  Bami* 
>.,  Barilta  of  VI,  Bonoft  of  Vil,  Bra«/  of 

i.OiiiipiWI  ol        " 


FIoyiloty.Y^  FnolproTHu 
Ms.  Onoilrtrh  of  Mm..  Or» 
duf  at  Viu  Bonlbrd  of  N.  V., . 


O.,  CunptBll 

C,O0DjmM'  Mfcli.,  'Dailii  of  N.G,  Boi 

..  ^ytiml  at  oTuajdvnow  et 
nt  IlL.  Itorpfr  of  a,  JHI» 
DbD  n .  lion  or  1^  Ibofc  M. 

•ts!Y„rreitamKiii 


sf  UiM.,  JfcQwn  of 


if  Hkb.,  Pukliu  of  N. 


Mf.,  Well,  of  N.  Y„  irmfiinnf  at  3.  C,  Yttm  III  IIL— 1*. 

The  question  recurring  upon  Mr.  Jackson's 
resolution  as  amended. 

A  division  of  the  same  was  called  for. 

The  first  branch,  being  Mr.  Jackson's  ori- 
pnal  resolution,  was  adopted,  by  yeas  and* 
nays  as  follows : — 

Tita.— HrSBi.  ITfOu  AJltn.  Wm.  AppUtn.  Tlim.  R. 

Billy,  Baxnk,  Awit,  Bnat.  Btiekmridai.  Braola.  AUirt 

"  ■— m,  ftii6».  K.  CuiHnton,  OhsU.  «»K(.  etiB*.  (W 

Dana.  JM.  a  Darii^HKm,  Dockttj,  BmOa 

!((«>,  AMky.FiolkDir.  HcHlH.  >ftc*,  nimw,  A 

■  -   r.o.lvkr.Oi    ■■    -   -      ~  _  .    — 


Birliat,  JMKm,  AsMmsii,  ^ 


h  FMpf,  PUk,  Pi 


Riot  7^  SnCn,  JHoWrf  ff.  iSlntei^  AbnhUB  P.  SloTiK 
Stone,  S.  JfarHL  SlnMia,  AHrf,  flMHirtaiiJ.  On  W. 
rioiun,  rowU^  Witdi.  Wuit,  W^tUu^  Addlmi  WMU, 
Alsi-irUto,  wii,*™i '•> 
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h,  TSamjum  Oiiififeta,  Cli>pmii.UJiigii»a, 
I,  DaOf,  Ddhii,  Siihtan,  Atornm.  fltiyd, 
Icrd,  Onidmiw.  Ooodilcli.  GVuH,  Hujxr.  Uvl- 
vd.  Tlbad.  U.  UuirfL  /bo,  J'fiUiiti,  Jmt.  JiJinum, 
■  JTOv.  Kr*—    "—     "-"■ — 


Aiwr«,  Bnjuibi  BUaUia.  SlraUtm.  SmrltrT,  Brn],  Ttnmp- 
•OB,  Tuck,  WilMdn,  nUKw,  Wwhbvn,  Willi,  WiiBd- 
•antVkML— M. 

Whigs  in  romsn;  DemocratH  in  Ualici; 
free  Suilers  in  small  caps. 

The  seoond  branch,  being  Mr.  Ilillver's 
■tnendntent,  waa  then  again  adupted  by  a 
Tot«  of  jaas  100,  nayii  66. 

Meeora.  Dean  and  StepbenB  of  N.  Y.  voted 
tat  the  second  branch.  They  did  not  rate  on 
it  in  the  shape  of  Uilljer's  amendment. 

Meeara.  Beale  of  Va.,  and  Ishom  0.  Harrin 
of  Tmq.,  stated,  if  the;  had  been  in  the 
House  when  the  fote  was  taben,  their  would 
have  Totod  for  both  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment.     The  former   had,  howorer, 


The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jackson,  leaving  out 
the  part  italiciied,  was  identical  with  one 
offered  bj  Mr.  Fitch  of  Ind.,  on  the  let  of 
March,  1862,  which  he  did  not  obtain  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  to  introduce. 


THiDiMocRAnc 


ate,  August  9,  1856 : — 

"  I  have  another  reason  whj  I  am  going  to 
vote  this  Democratic  ticket ;  and  it  is  a  hard 
thing  for  me  to  say.  I  regard  the  present 
Democratic  partj  as  affurdbg  the  only  and 
last  hope  of  security  to  the  South.  Gentlemen 
may  say,  'this  is  sectional.'  Be  it  so;  I  do 
not  care  whether  tou  call  it  sectional  or  not. 
It  is  a  fact,  and  I  mean  to  establish  it  from 
the  records.  I  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  th« 
DemocraUc  party  affords  the  best,  if  not  last, 
hope  of  safety  and  security  to  the  Sduth.  Why 
do  I  say  BO  7  We  hare  hod  a  Democratic  party, 


Whig  j 


f  of   the  North?    The  northern 


Tbey  have  become  thoroughly  abolition iied. 
And  the  American  party,  rising  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  Whig  party,  aid  it  upon  uie  hope 
and  assurance,  as  1  believe,  that  they  would 
be  able  to  establish  a  national  party.  They 
did  establish  a  national  party ;  and  now  long 
did  it  last?  It  lasted  until  uiey  bad  the  first 
national  convention,  when  they  broke  asun- 
der— the  North  going  to  itself,  and  the  South 
standing  by  ilself,  with  a  few  esceptionB  in 
the  North.  I  maintain  there  is  but  one  party 
that  is  national,  and  that  is  maintaining  the 
rights  of  the  South.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that  the  South  A 


ti*e,  national,  and  tme  to  the  oonsUtutional 
o^Ui  of  the  South  aa  mj  ftatj—l  know  they 


are ;  but  I  know,  at  the  nme  time,  thoy  ham 
no  such  support  at  the  North  as  to  give  thorn 
power  to  earry  out  their  purpose*.  Thau 
where  are  we  to  look  t 

"  I  ask  you  to  go  to  the  record,  and  begin  aa 
far  baek  as  1845,  and  let  us  see  how  it  stands. 
In  1845  Florida  proposed  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  asaslavestate.  How  stood  the  vote 
on  that  question  1  In  tho  Uouse,  northern 
Democrats  voted — yeas  68,  nays  4 ;  all  others 
from  the  North,  nays  37.  In  the  Senate,  north- 
em  Democrat»^12  yeas,  nays  none:  all  other 
northern  men — yeas  none,  nays  9.  Therefore 
Florida  would  not  have  been  admitted,  and 
aevor  could  have  been  admitted,  but  for  the 
votes  of  the  northern  Democrats. 

"Again:  when  Texas  sought  to  be  an- 
nexed, how  stood  tlie  vole  T  1  was  opposed  to 
the  acquisition  of  Texas,  and  lhei«fore  I 
make  every  allowance.  I  opposed  it  upon  the 
grounds   of   opposition  to  all  territorial  ag- 


Democrats  in  the  House — yeas  37,  nays  3;  all 
from  the  North — yeas  none,  nays  46, 


men  if  that  is  not  significant?  If  that  does 
not  t«ach  something?  If  it  does  not  point  to 
something?  Here  is  a  southern  state  asking 
.for  admission.  We  are  not  strong  enough 
to  admit  her,  and  we  have  to  look  to  the  North 
for  her  admission.  Who  comes  to  our  assiel- 
oocel  Northern  Democrats,  and  northent 
Democrats  alone. 

"Again:  when  the  fugitive  slave  law  was 
passed,  how  did  the  vote  stand?  N'ortbero 
Democrats — yeas  W,  nays  14 ;  all  others  from 
the  North— yeas  3,  nays  62.  Then  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law  never  could  have  l)cen  passed 
but  by  northern  Democratic  votes.  It  only 
received  throe  northern  votes  outside  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  I  believe  they  were 
Whigs,  and  therefore  it  never  could  have  been 
passed  but  for  the  Democratic  party, 

"  But  I  come  down  to  iatpr  times,  when  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  was  here.  Gentlemen 
say  that  was   not  a  northern  and  southern 

XiGstion.  1  will  not  pretend  to  argue  that. 
II  that  I  know  is  what  I  find  on  the  record. 
How  did  the  vote  stand?  Northern  Demo- 
crats in  the  Ilou^e — yeas  46,  navs  38;  all 
other  representatives  of  the  North — not  one 
vea,  Days  54.  Then  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
till,  whitb  1  regard  as  a  southern  measure, 
did  not  receive  a  biucIo  northern  Whig  vote 
in  the  IIoufc  ^>f  Kcpreiientatives.  How  did  it 
stand  in  the  Senate  ?  Northern  Democrats — 
yeas  14, nays  4.  IIuw  many  northern  Whigs 
toted  for  it?     Not  one. 

"  Upon  each  and  every  one  of  these  mea- 
sures we  have  had  to  rely  on  tlie  northern 
Democrats  to  carry  and  to  sustain  tliem,  and 
without  thorn  they  would  have  been  lost.  I 
will  stale  another  fact  in  regard  to  the  KanFaa 
bill.  If  there  had  not  been  a  southern  Senator 
I  in  the  world— if  the  last  one  of  us  had  been 
{ engulfed  before  the  vote  was  taken,  Ae  uonii- 
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em  Democmtfl  would  lisTe  passed  it  over  all 
opposition.  It  reeeived  northern  Democratic 
▼otes  enoQ^  to  pass  it  without  the  vote  of  a 
single  southern  Senator ;  and  not  one  northern 
Whig  would  stand  by  us  to  vote  for  it.  It  may 
be  said  there  is  nothing  in  that ;  but  is  it  not 
a  strange  coincidence,  that  in  each  of  these 
measures  the  Democrats  sustained  what  are 
supposed  to  be  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
South,  and  all  otliers  from  the  North  voted 
against  them  ? — none  except  Democrats  stand- 
ine  with  us,  except  three,  on  the  fugitive  slave 
bin. 

"  Now,  sir,  when  you  come  to  the  election 
of  Mr.  Speal^er  Banks,  how  does  the  record 
stand  ?  After  ten  weeks  of  toil  and  labor, 
how  does  it  stand?  In  the  final  vote  Mr. 
Banks  received  one  hundred  and  three  votes, 
and  Mr.  Aiken  one  hundred.  How  many 
northern  votes  did  Mr.  Aiken  get,  and  w|io 
were  they  ?  Mr.  Aiken  did  not  receive  a  single 
northern  vote  which  was  not  a  Democratic  vote. 
Where  were  the  North  Americans  then,  who 
mean  to  do  us  justice— who  mean  to  stand  by 
us  in  the  preservation  of  our  rights  ?  Did  a 
single  one  of  them  vote  for  Mr.  Aiken  ?  Not 
one.  Every  northern  vote  for  him  was  a  Demo- 
cratic vote,  and  every  other  northern  vote  was 
oast  against  him.  He  received  every  southern 
▼ote,  American  and  all,  except  one  or  two ; 
but  not  one  northern  vote  except  from  the 
Democratic  ijarty.    How  was  it  upon  the  To- 

Seka  convention  bill  in  the  other  Ilouse  a  few 
ays  ago  7  The  very  same  thing  substantially 
in  regard  to  that.  Now,  I  ask  southern  men — 
and  I  wish  my  voice  could  reach  to  every  man 
in  the  South-— how  do  you  think,  with  these 
facts  before  you,  your  rights  are  to  be  pre- 
served ?  You  tell  me  I  ought  not  to  vote  for 
the  Democratic  party.  Where  shall  I  flee  for 
safety  and  protection  for  myself,  for  my  wife, 
for  my  children,  and  the  graves  of  my  ances- 
tors? Whom  shall  I  trust  at  the  North? 
Here  and  there  is  a  man  whom  vou  may  trust ; 
but  what  organized  party  there  may  you 
trust,  when  the  rights  of  the  South  are  in 
danger  ?  If  there  were  no  other  question  in 
ihe  world,  and  there  was  that  isolated  fact 
staring  me  in  the  face,  I  should  feel  bound 
now,  as  a  man  consulting  the  interests  of  the 
country,  to  cast  the  vote  which  I  have  suggested. 
"  There  is  another  consideration.  Are  we 
not  bound  by  an  obligation,  as  high,  as  solemn 
as  honor  itself,  to  stand  bv  those  who  have 
succored  us  in  our  hours  of  trial  ?  What  in- 
terest have  these  gentlemen  of  the  North  to 
stand  by  us  ?  If  they  were  but  consulting  the 
prejudices,  and  passions,  and  fanaticism  of 
their  people,  they  would  go  on  with  the  great 
tide,  swimming,  gloriously  and  quietly.  Yet 
when  the  question  comes  here,  they  stand  by 
the  Constitution;  they  stand  by  its  com- 
promises; they  stand  by  the  country.  For 
that  they  receive  anathemas  at  the  North,  and, 
be  it  said  to  our  shame,  too  often  anathemas 
at  the  South.  To  the  South  I  would  say  in 
sO)emn  condemnation,  *  Go  on  in  your  work ' 
k)f  ingratitude,  if  you  choose  to  peril  all :  treat 


these  men  with  the  ingratitude  and  injustice 
with  which  you  are  treating  some  of  them ; 
and  when  the  dark  hour  comes,  you  know  that 
you  are  in  a  hopeless  minority,  you  know  that 
that  minority  is  becoming  walker  every  day ; 
and  when  another  storm  shall  come,  whom 
will  you  call  upon  to  succor  you?  You 
banish  those  men  who  have  stood  by  you ; 
you  denounce  them  as  enemies  to  the  country ; 
you  have  treated  them  with  ingratitude  and 
injustice;  and  when  the  hour  of  trial  and 
danger  comes,  where  will  you  find  your  sup- 
port—where? This  solemn  warning  comes  up 
as  an  echo,  and  answers.  Where?  I  appeal  to 
this  record ;  if  you  find  them  not  there,  you 
will  find  them  not  at  all.  If  you  find  them 
not  at  all,  what  will  you  do?  Men  of  the 
South,  what  can  you  do?  No  allies  at  the 
North;  no  support  there;  no  succor  there. 
Your  venerable  men  are  ts^en  away  from  the 
public  councils,  swallowed  up  in  mnaticism, 
and  what  will  you  do  ?  You  have  but  one  last 
refuge,  and  that  is  your  own  right  arm  to  de- 
fend yourself.  Then  the  end  has  come,  and 
then  all  our  cherished  devotion  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Union  will  avail  us  nothing ; 
we  of  the  South  shall  be  left  to  defend  our- 
selves, our  own  firesides,  our  own  household 
gods,  our  wives,  and  our  daughters — ^we  shall 
be  left  single  and  alone  to  stem  the  fearful 
tide.  Fearful  as  this  may  be,  we  will  stand 
by  them  and  die  by  them." 


Kennett,  L*  JH.y  of  JHissonrL 

Definition  of  Americanism  in  Missouri. 

I  AM  sorry  I  cannot  suit  the  gentleman  in 
my  reply.  He  says  the  Democratic  party  are 
a  unit — that  they  everywhere  fully  endorse 
the  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill. 
I  say  they  nevertheless  claim  and  exercise  the 
largest  liberty  in  putting  their  own  construc- 
tion upon  that  bill ;  and  that  construction  is 
notoriously  different,  not  only  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  but  amongst  brethren  of 
the  same  locality.  Now  the  American  party 
also  needed  a  platform  for  the  Presidential 
canvass,  and  that  of  February  last  was  put 
forth  to  answer  that  purpose.    If  it  was  not 

Eerfect,  it  was  the  best  we  could  get,  and  we 
ad  to  take  it,  those  of  us  that  it  did  not  pre- 
cisely suit — with  the  mercantile  reservation — 
errors  excepted.  But  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
what  I  do  believe  in — namely,  the  principles 
of  my  party  as  generally  understood  in  mv 
own  state,  and  openly  published  to  the  world. 
All  secrecy  is  there  discarded,  and  religious 
tests  ignored.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
case  in  the  early  organizatitm  of  our  party 
either  in  Missouri  or  elsewhere,  its  principles 
and  objects  are  now  what  I  represent  them  to 
be,  patent  to  all  the  world,  and  I  would  add, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  patriotic,  and  worthy 
to  succeed — though,  pernaps,  yet  requiring 
some  modifications  to  make  them  acceptable 
to  a  majority  of  our  people.  As  a  matter 
personal  to  myself,  I  would  further  say,  that 
from  my  first  connexion  with  the  Amerioao 
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p*rty  I  hare  insisted  on  its  present  principles, 
those  now  adopted  in  mj  own  state,  as  the 
onlj  ones  under  which,  as  a  party,  we  conld 
hope  for  success,  or  with  which,  in  fact,  we 
ought  to  succeed. 

But  the  jgentleman  says  we  outrage  and 
disgust  foreign  citizens  by  refusing:  to  endow 
them  with  our  franchises,  and  make  them 
guardians  of  liberty,  as  soon  as  they  land 
upon  our  shores.  W  bom  do  we  disgust  ?  Not 
those  already  here,  for  we  will  take  nothing 
from  them  in  providing  prospectively  for  a 
lon^r  residence  preparatory  to  the  admission 
as  citizens  of  those  who  are  yet  to  arriye.  We 
think  they  should  become  Americans  in  feel- 
ing before  they  are  made  so  in  fact,  and  we 
claim  the  unquestioned  right  to  prescribe  the 
terms  upon  which  they  shall  share  our  priyi- 
leges.  Haye  we  not  reason  to  desire  that 
Americans  shall  rule  their  own  country,  and 
that  a  majority  of  those  bom  upon  the  soil,  or 
who  at  any  rate  have  lived  upon  it  long  enough 
to  become,  to  some  extent  at  least,  "  native,  and 
to  the  manner  bom,''  shall  make  the  laws,  and 
elect  our  Presidents  ? 

I  know  it  is  said  in  reply  to  this,  that  Ame- 
ricans do  already  rule  America,  and  that  this 
cry  is  a  mere  party  catohword.  But  I  deny 
tfaAt  this  is  so.  For  the  last  five  and  twenty 
years,  parties  in  this  country  have  generally 
Deen  so  evenly  divided  that  the  vote  of  citi- 
zens of  foreign  birth,  but  recently  arrived,  and 
not  in  all  cases  legally  qualified,  has  usually 
controlled  the  result  of  our  elections,  and  per- 
petuated the  power  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Was  your  President,  the  present  occupant 
of  the  White  House,  at  the  other  end  or  the 
avenue,  elected  by  the  voice  of  a  majority 
of  American  bom  citizens  ?  On  the  contrary, 
without  the  foreign  vote  which  was  cast  for 
him  almost  universally,  he  never  would  have 
been  elevated  to  the  distinguished  position  ho 
has  filled,  and  not  without  honor  to  himself, 
for  the  last  four  years. 


Kentocky. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1790,  President 
Washington,  in  his  opening  address  to  Con- 
gress, informed  it,  that  he  had  received  com- 
munications by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
district  of  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  Virginia, 
had  concurred  in  certain  propositions  contained 
in  a  law  of  that  state,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  district  was  to  become  a  distinct  member 
of  the  Union,  in  case  the  requisite  sanction  of 
Congress  be  added. 

On  the  9th  of  December  the  President  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  the  communications  to 
which  he  had  referred.  It  consisted  of  certain 
resolutions  of  the  district  of  Kentucky,  giving 
its  assent  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
act  of  Yir^nia  of  the  18th  of  December,  1789, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  erection  of  ^e 
district  of  Kentucky  into  an  independent 
state.'' 

The  resolutions  were  accompanied  by  a  me- 
morial of  the  convention  of  Kentacky,  setting 


forth  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the 
local  situation  of  their  district  as  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  memorial  went  on  to  say :  "  here 
your  memorialists  would  acknowledge  with 
peculiar  pleasure  the  benevolence  of  Yir^^inia 
in  permitting  them  to  remove  the  evils  arising 
from  that  source,  by  assuming  upon  them* 
selves  a  state  of  independence. 

**  This  they  have  thought  it  expedient  to  do 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  stipulated  in  the 
above  recited  act,  and  fixed  on  the  1st  day  of 
June,  1792,  as  the  period  when  the  said  inde- 
pendence shall  commence. 

*'It  now  remains  with  the  President. and 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  these 
proceedinj^  by  an  act  of  their  honorable  legis- 
lature, prior  to  the  1st  day  of  November,  1791, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  into  the  Federal 
Union  tne  people  of  Kentucky,  by  the  name 
of  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

"  Should  this  determmation  of  your  memo- 
rialists meet  the  approbation  of  the  general 
government,  they  have  to  call  a  convention  to 
fbrm  a  constitution  subsequent  to  the  act  of 
Congress  and  prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  in- 
dependence of  this  country.'' 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1791,  Mr.  Schuyler 
of  N.  Y.,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  made  a  report  in  favor  of 
the  admission  of  Kentucky  as  an  independent 
state. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1791,  a  bill  jpassed 
the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  that  a  new  state  w  formed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  by 
the  name  of  the  state  of  Kentucky." 

This  bill  passed  the  Ilouse  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1791,  and  became  a  law  by  the  ap- 
proval of  the  President  on  the  4th  of  liebruary, 
1791. 

Act  approved  February  25th,  1791,  entitled 
Kentucky  to  two  representatives  in  Congress. 

The  constitution  of  Kentucky  was  never 
submitted  to  Congress,  nor  was  any  act  sub- 
sequent to  its  formation  passed  by  Congress 
recognisin?  her  admission  in  the  Union.  Her 
Senators,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Edwards,  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate  without  any  inquiry 
as  to  what  character  of  constitution  Kentucky 
had  formed,  or  anything  else. 

Kesolutioxs  of  1798  and  1799. 

(Hie  original  draught  prepared  by  Thomas  Jeflbnon.) 

The  following  resolutions  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Kentucky,  Nov.  10, 
1798.  On  the  passage  of  the  first  resolution, 
one  dissentient ;  2d,  3(1,  4th,  5th,  (yth,  7th,  8th, 
two  dissenticnte ;  9th,  three  dissentiente. 

1.  Kcsolved,  That  tlio  several  states  com- 
posing the  United  States  of  America,  are  not 
united  on  the  principle  of  unlimited  submis- 
sion to  their  general  government ;  but  that  by 
compact  under  the  style  and  title  of  a  Consti- 
tution for  the  United  States,  and  of  amend* 
ment9   thereto^  they  constituted   a  general 
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IPOTeniment  for  special  parposes,  delegated  to 
that  government  certain  definite  powers,  re- 
senring,  each  state  to  itself,  the  residuary  mass 
of  right  to  their  own  self-coyemment ;  and, 
that  whensoever  the  generf3  government  as- 
sumes undele^ted  powers,  its  acts  are  unau- 
thoritative, void,  ana  of  no  force ;  that  to  this 
compact  each  8tat«  acceded  as  a  state,  and  is 
an  integral  party  ;  that  this  govommont,  cre- 
ated by  this  compact,  was  not  made  the  ex- 
clasive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the 
TV)wers  delegated  to  itself;  since  that  would 
have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  Consti- 
tution, the  measure  of  its  powers ;  but,  that 
a-^  in  ull  other  cases  of  compact  among  parties 
having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has  an 
equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  in- 
fractions as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of 
redress. 

2.  Resolved.  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  having  delegated  to  Congress  a 
power  to  punish  treason,  counterfeiting  the 
securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States,  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  and  offences  against  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  no  other  crimes  whatever ;  and 
it  being  true,  as  a  general  principle,  and  one 
of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  having 
also  declare<l,  "  that  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to 
the  states  respectively,  or  to  the  people," 
therefore  also  the  same  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  14th  da^  of  July,  1798,  and  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  An  act 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  agiiinst 
the  United  States ;"  as  also  the  act  passed  by 
them  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1798,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the 
Kank  of  the  United  States,"  (and  all  other 
their  acts  which  assume  to  create,  define,  or 
punish  crimen  other  than  those  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution ),  are  altogether  void  and  of 
no  force,  and  that  the  power  to  create,  define, 
and  punish  such  other  crimes  is  reserved,  and 
of  right  appertains  solely  and  excluMively  to 
the  respective  states,  each  within  its  own  ter- 
ritory. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  true,  as  a  general 
principle,  and  is  also  expressly. declared  by 
one  or  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  tne  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by 
ii  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states 
respectively,  or  to  the  people ;"  and  that  no 
pawer  over  the  freedom  ot  religion,  freedom 
of  speech,  or  freedom  of  the  press  being  dele- 
cted to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  all 
lawful  powers  respecting  the  same  did  of  right 
remain,  and  were  reserved  to  the  states  or  to 
the  people;  that  thus  was  manifested  their 
determination  to  retain  to  themselves  the 
right  of  judging  how  far  the  licentiousness  of 
•Ijeech  and  of  the  press  may  be  abridged 
without  lessening  their  useful  freedom,  and 
bow  far  those  abuses  which  cannot  be  sepa- 
rated from  their  use  should  be  tolerated  rather 


than  the  use  bo  destroyed ;  and  thus  also  they 

guarded  against  all  abridgment  by  the  United 
tates,  of  the  freedom  of  religious  principles 
and  exercises,  and  retained  to  themselves  the 
right  of  protecting  the  same,  as  this,  stated 
by  a  law  passed  on  the  general  demand  of  it« 
citizens,  had  already  protected  them  from  all 
human  restraint  or  mterference :  and  that,  in 
addition  to  this  general  principle  and  express 
declaration,  another  ana  more  special  provi- 
sion has  been  made  by  one  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  which  expressly  declares, 
that  '*  Congress  shall  make  no  laws  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibit- 
ing the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,"  thereby 
guarding  in  tne  same  sentence,  and  under  the 
same  words,  the  freedom  of  religion,  of  speech, 
and  of  the  press,  insomuch  that  whatever  vio- 
lates either,  throws  down  the  sanctuary  which 
covers  the  others ;  and  that  libels,  falsehood, 
and  defamation,  equally  with  heresy  and  false 
religi(m,  are  withheld  irom  the  cognisance  of 
federal  tribunals.  That  therefore  the  act  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the 
14th  of  July,  1798,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,"  which  does  abridge  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  is  not  law,  but  is  altogether  void 
and  of  no  force. 

4.  Resolved,  that  alien  friends  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  and  protection  of  the  laws  of 
the  state  wherein  they  arc:  that  no  power 
over  them  has  been  delegated  to  the  United 
States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  individual  states 
distinct  from  their  power  over  citizens ;  and 
it  being  true,  as  a  general  principle,  and  one 
of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  having 
also  declared,  tlmt  "  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibite<l  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  the  act 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed 
the  22d  day  of  June,  1798,  entitled,  "  An  act 
concerning  aliens,"  which  assumes  power  over 
alien  friends  not  delegated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, is  not  law,  but  is  altogether  void  and  of 
no  force. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  general 
principle  as  well  as  the  express  declaration, 
that  powers  not  delegated  are  reserved,  an- 
other and  more  special  provision  inferred  in 
the  Constitution,  trom  abundant  caution  has 
declared,  "  that  the  migration  or  importation 
of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  states  now  e;^ 
isting  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the 
year  1808."  That  this  commonwealth  does 
admit  the  migration  of  alien  friends  described 
as  the  subject  of  the  said  act  concerning 
aliens;  that  a  provision  against  prohibiting 
their  migration,  is  a  provision  against  all  acts 
equivalent  thereto,  or  it  would  be  nugatory ; 
that  to  remove  them  when  migrated  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  prohibition  of  their  migration,  and 
is,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  said  proyiai<m  of 
the  Gonstitationy  and  yoid. 
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6.  Resolved,  That  the  imprisonment  of  a 
person  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  on  his  failure  to  obey  the 
simple  order  of  the  President  to  depart  out  of 
the  United  States,  as  is  undertaken  hj  the 
said  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  concerning  abens," 
u  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  one  amend- 
jucnt  in  which  has  provided,  that  '*  no  person 
Hhail  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law,"  and,  that  another  having  pro- 
vided, **  that  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  shall  enjoy  tlie  right  to  a  public  trial 
by  an  impartial  jury,  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witreRscs  agaiiutt  him,  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  his  favor,  and  to  have  assistance  of 
counsel  for  his  defence,"  the  same  act  under- 
taking to  authorize  the  President  to  remove  a 
person  out  of  the  United  States  who  is  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  on  his  own  sus])i- 
cion,  without  jury,  without  public  trial,  with- 
out confrontation  of  the  witnesses  against 
him,  without  having  witnesses  in  his  fnvor, 
without  defence,  without  counsel,  is  contrary 
to  these  provisions  also  of  the  Constitution,  is 
therefore  not  law,  but  utterly  void  and  of  no 
force. 

That  transferring  the  power  of  judging  any 
person  who  is  under  the  pn)tection  of  the 
laws,  from  the  courts  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  is  undertaken  by  the  same 
act  concerning  aliens,  is  against  the  article 
of  the  Constitution  which  provides,  that  **  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
vested  in  the  courts,  the  judges  of  which  shall 
hold  their  office  during  good  behavior,"  and 
that  the  said  act  is  void  for  that  reason  also ; 
and  it  is  further  to  be  noted  that  this  transfer 
of  judiciary  power  is  to  that  magistrate  of  the 
general  government  who  already  possesses 
all  the  executive,  and  a  qualified  negative  in 
all  the  legislative  powers. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  construction  applied 
by  the  general  government  (as  is  evident  by 
sundry  of  their  proceedings)  to  those  parts  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
delegate  to  Congress  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  excises ;  to  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  commcm  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  united  States,  or  any  depart- 
ment thereof,  goes  to  the  destruction  of  all 
the  limits  prescribed  to  their  power  by  the 
Co-nstitution :  That  wonls  meant  by  that  in- 
strument to  be  subsidiary  only  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  limited  powers,  ought  not  to  1>e  so 
construed  as  themselves  to  give  unlimited 
powers,  nor  a  part  so  to  be  taken  as  to  destroy 
the  whole  residue  of  the  instrument :  That ; 
the  procce<ling8  of  the  general  government 
under  color  of  those  articles,  will  be  a  fit  and 
necessary  subject  for  revisal  and  eorroction  at ' 
a  time  ot  greater  tranquillity,  while  tlio;  o  si»c- 


cified  in  the  preceding  resolutions  cstU  Ibr  im- 
mediate redress. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  preceding  resohitknis 
be  transmitted  to  the  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress  from  this  commonwealth, 
who  are  enjoined  to  present  the  same  to  their 
respective  Houses,  and  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  procure  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress a  repeal  of  the  aforesaid  unconstitu- 
tional and  obnoxious  acts. 

9.  Resolved  lastly.  That  the  governor  of 
this  commonwealth  be,  and  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  requested  to  communicate  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states,  to  assure  them  that  this  com- 
monwealth considers  union  for  special  na- 
tional purposes,  and  particularly  for  those 
specified  in  their  late  federal  compact,  to  be 
friendly  to  the  peace,  happiness,  and  pros- 
perity of  all  the  states — that,  faithful  to  that 
compact,  according  to  the  plain  intent  and 
moaning  in  which  it  was  understood  and 
acceded  to  by  tlio  several  parties,  it  is  sin- 
cerely anxious  for  its  preservation ;  that  it 
does  also  believe,  that  to  take  from  the  states 
all  the  j)owers  of  self-«];overnment,  and  trans- 
fer them  to  a  ;';eueral  and  consolidated  govern- 
ment, without  re;:;ard  to  the  special  delega- 
tions and  rcsor various  solemnly  agreed  to  in 
that  compact,  is  not  for  the  peace,  happiness^ 
or  prosperity  of  these  states  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, this  commonwealth  is  determined,  as  it 
doubts  not  its  ccKstates  are,  to  submit  to  un- 
delegated and  consequently  unlimited  powers 
in  no  man,  or  Ijoily  of  men  on  earth:  that  if 
the  acts  before  specified  should  stand,  these 
cimclusions  would  flow  from  them ;  that  the 
general  government  may  place  any  act  they 
think  proper  on  the  list  of  crimes  and  punish 
it  themselves,  whether  enumerated  or  not 
enumerated  !)y  the  C<mstitution  as  cognisable 
by  them ;  that  thoy  umy  transfer  its  c<^gni- 
sance  to  the  Pn^sident  or  any  other  person, 
who  may  himself  be  the  accuser,  counsel, 
judge,  and  jury,  whose  suspicions  may  be  the 
evidence,  his  order  the  sentence,  his  officer 
the  executioner,  and  his  breast  the  sole  record 
of  the  transacti<m  ;  that  a  very  numerous  and 
valuable  descripticm  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
states,  being  by  this  precedent  reduced  as  out- 
laws to  the  alisolute  dominion  of  one  man  and 
the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  thus  swept 
from  us  all,  no  rampart  now  remains  a^inst 
the  passions  and  the  power  of  a  majority  of 
Congress,  to  protect  from  a  like  exportation  or 
other  grievous  punishment  the  minority  of  the 
same  l>ody,  the  legislatures,  judges,  governors, 
and  counsellors  of  the  states,  nor  their  (»ther 
peaceable  inhabitants  who  may  venture  to  re- 
claim the  constitutional  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  states  and  people,  or  who,  for  (»iher 
causes,  good  or  bad,  may  be  obnoxious  to  the 
view  or  marked  by  the  suspicions  of  the  Pre- 
sident, or  to  be  thought  dangerous  to  his  or 
their  elections  or  other  intei-ests,  public  or 
T>ervoii:il ;  that  the  friendless  alien  has  been 
>elect('d  as  the  safest  subject  of  a  first  ex- 
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periment ;  bat  the  oitisen  will  eoon  follow,  or 
rather  has  already  followed ;  for,  already  has  a 
sedition  act  marked  him  as  a  prey :  that  these 
and  suocessive  acts  of  the  same  character,  un- 
leee  arrested  on  the  threshold,  may  tend  to 
drlTe  these  states  into  revolution  and  blood, 
and  will  furnish  new  calumnies  against  re- 
publican governments,  and  new  pretexts  for 
those  who  wish  it  to  be  believed,  that  man  can- 
not be  grjverned  but  by  a  rod  of  iron  ;  that  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  delusion  were  a  confi- 
dence in  the  men  of  our  choice  to  silence  our 
fears  for  the  safety  of  our  rights ;  that  confi- 
dence is  everywhere  the  parent  of  despotism ; 
free  government  is  found  in  jealousy  and  not 
in  confidence ;  it  is  jealousy  and  not  confidence 
which  prescribes  limited  constitutions  to  bind 
down  those  whom  we  are  obliged  to  trust  with 
power ;  that  our  Constitution  has  accordingly 
nxed  the  limits  to  which,  and  no  farther,  our 
confidence  may  go ;  and  let  the  honest  sidvo- 
cate  of  confidence  read  the  alien  and  sedition 
acts,  and  say  if  the  Constitution  has  not  been 
wise  in  fixmg  limits  to  the  eovernment  it 
created,  and  whether  we  should  be  wise  in 
id8troying  those  limits  ?  Let  him  say  what  the 
gt>vernment  is,  if  it  be  not  a  tyranny,  which 
the  men  of  our  choice  have  conferred  on  the 
President,  and  the  President  of  our  choice  has 
assented  to  and  accepted  over  the  friendly 
strangers,  to  whom  tne  mild   spirit  of  our 
country  and  its  laws  had  pledged  hospitality 
and  protection;  that  the  men  of  our  choice 
have  more  respected  the  bare  suspicions  of  the 
President  than  the  solid  rights  of  innocence, 
the  claims  of  justification,  the  sacred  force 
of  truth,  and  the  forms  and  substance  of  law 
and  justice.    In  questions  of  power,  then,  let 
no  more  be  said  of  confidence  in  man,  but 
bind  him  down  from  mischief  by  the  chains  of 
the  Constitution.     That  this  Commonwealth 
does  thorefore  call  on  its  co-states  for  an  ex- 
pression of  their  sentiments  on  the  acts  con- 
cerning  aliens,  and  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimed  hereinbefore  specified,  plainly 
declaring  whether  these  acts  are  or  are  not 
authorized  by  the  federal  compact.     And  it 
doubts  not  that  their  sense  will  be  so  an- 
nounced   as    to    prove  their  attachment   to 
limited  gijvcmmeot,  whether  general  or  par- 
ticular, and  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
their  costates  will  be  exposed  to  n^  dangers 
by  remaining  embarked  on  a  common  bottom 
with  their  own :  but  they  will  concur  with  this 
oommon wealth  in  considering  the  said  acts  as 
to  palpably  against  the  Constitution   as  to 
amount  to  an  undisguised  declaration,  that 
the  compact  is  not  meant  to  be  the  measure 
of  tlie  powers  of  the  general  government,  but 
thai  it  will  proceed  in  the  exercise  over  these 
states  of  all  powers  whatsoever.     That  they 
will  view  this  as  seizing  the  rights  of  the  states 
and  consolidating  them  in  the  hands  of  the 
general  government,  with  a  power  assumed  to 
bind  the  states  (not  merely  in  cases  made  fede- 
ral) but  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  by  laws  made, 
not  with  their  consent,  but  by  others  against 
their  oonsent;  that  this  would  be  to  surrender 


the  form  of  government  we  have  chosen,  and 
live  under  one  deriving  its  powers  from  its 
own  will,  and  not  from  our  authority;  and 
that  tlie  co-states  recurring  to  their  natural 
rights  in  cases  not  made  federal,  will  ooncur 
in  declaring  these  void  and  of  no  force,  and 
will  each  unite  with  this  Commonwealth  in 
requesting  their  repeal  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Edmund  Bullock,  S.  H.  R. 

John  Campbell,       S.  P.  T. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  Noy. 
10,  1798. 

Attest,  Thos.  Todd,  €.  H.  R, 

In  Senate,  Nov.  13,  1798. — Unanimously 
concurred,  in. 

Attest,  B.  Thurston,  C.  S. 

Approved,  Nov.  19,  1798. 

Jas.  Garrard,  Gov.  of  Kj. 

By  the  Governor, 

Harrt  Toulmin,  Sec.  of  State. 

House  of  Representatives,  Thursday,  ) 

Nov.  14,  1799. 1 

The  House,  according  to  the  standing  order 
of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  common- 
wealth, Mr.  Desha  in  the  chair ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Desha  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  under  consideration  sun- 
dry resolutions  passed  by  several  state  legisla- 
tures, on  the  subject  of  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  it  was  read  and  unanimowsly  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  follows : — 

The  representatives  of  the  good  people  of 
this  commonwealth,  in  General  Assembly  con- 
vened, having  maturely  considered  the  answers 
of  sundry  states  in  the  Union,  to  their  resolu- 
tions passed  the  lost  session,  respecting  certain 
unconstitutional  laws  of  Congress,  commonly 
called  the  alien  and  sediti(m  laws,  would  l>e 
faithless,  indeed,  to  themselves  and  to  those 
they  represent,  were  they  silently  to  acquiesce 
in  the  principles  and  doctrines  attempted  to 
be  maintained  in  all  those  answers,  that  of 
Virginia  only  excepted.  To  again  enter  the 
field  of  argument,  and  attempt  more  fully  or 
forcibly  to  expose  the  unconstitutionality  of 
those  obnoxious  laws,  would,  it  is  apprehended, 
be  as  unnecessary  as  unavailing.  We  cannot^ 
however,  but  lament  that,  in  the  discussion  of 
those  interesting  subjects  by  sundry  of  the 
legislatures  of  our  sister  states,  unfounded 
suggestions  and  uncandid  insinuations,  dero- 
gatory to  the  true  character  and  principles  of 
this  commonwealth,  have  been  substituted  in 
place  of  fair  reasoning  and  sound  argument 
Our  opinions  of  these  alarming  measures  of 
the  general  government,  together  with  our 
reasons  for  those  opinions,  were  detailed  with 
decency  and  with  temper,  and  submitted  to 
the  discussion  and  judgment  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  throughout  the  Union.  Whether  th« 
like  decency  and  temper  have  been  obseryed 
in  the  answers  of  moat  of  those  states  who  hvi% 
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denied  or  attempted  to  obviate  the  great  truths  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  eommonwealth 

contained  in  those  resolniions,  we  have  now  in  the  constitutionality  of  those  Laws,  and  be 

only  to  submit  to  a  candid  world.    Faithful  to  thereby  used  as  precedents  for  similar  future 

the  true  principles  of  the  Federal  Union,  un-  violations  of  the  federal  compact— 4his  cum- 

conscious  of  any  designs  to  disturb  the  har-  monwealth  does  now  enter  agiunst  them  its 

mony  of  that  Union,  and  anxious  only  to  solemn  protest. 

escape  the  fangs  of  despotism,  the  good  people  Extract,  &c.    Attest,    T.  Todd,  G.  H.  R. 
of  this  commonwealth  are  regardless  of  censure  i^  Senate,  Nov.  22,  1799— Read  and  Con- 
or calumniation.    Least,  however,  the  silence  curred  in. 
of  this  commonwealth  should  bo  construed  into  Attest,                     B.Thurston  C.  S. 

an  acquiescence  in  the  doctrines  and  princi-  \ 

pies  advanced  and  attempted  to  be  maintained  Louisiana. 

by  the  said  answers,  or  least  those  of  our  rr        4  /    r  tr      u  a£    ioai    j*  -i  j     n 

feUow-citizens  throughout  the  Union  who  so  ,,  ^,^*  ^f  ^^  ?^*7*^  |^»  ^8^'  i^^^^?^.  *" 

widely  differ  from  us  on  those  important  sub-  S^J  ^^""]^^  ^^"^  ^^  *1'»^^«.  ^  ^^.  \'^^ 

jects,  should  be  deluded  by  the  ^pectation,  f  ^*.f  ^"^^^  the  najne  of  Louisiana,  into  two 

that  we  shall  be  deterred  from  whatwe  con-  !?"^^^"f^  constituting  the  southern  poruon 

ceive  our  duty,  or  shrink  from  the  principles  thereof  the  territory  f  Orleans, 

contained  in  those  resolutions-therefore,  .  Tho.  tenth  sect,ion  of  the  bill  contained  th« 

Resolved,  That  this  commonwealth  considers  f^^^^i^g  provision :— 

the  Federal  Union,  upon  the  terms  and  for  the  **it  Bbaii  not  be  Uwfai  for  may  fwraon  or  perMwif  to  hn- 

purposes  specified  in  the  latecomp««t.  m  con-  K^h."  ^^Jlt  o?"  iTiSniir.".?  SS/ «'^ 

dUOlve  to   the    liberty   and    happiness  of   the  car«  to  be  no  importMl  or  broufrbt.  or  knowlnjElv  to  aid  or 

several  states :  That  it  does  now  unequivocally  •^^f^  *"  ^  hnportiiiR  or  bringiog  any  riave  or  f\%x^  whkh 

j_  1          .,         ii.      I           A  X     Ai_      TT    •               1    /^  BhaXi  hure  bwn  iDiportMl  8iuce  the  flnit  da?  of  Mat.  one 

declare  its   attachment  to  the    Union,  and   to  tbousaivl  mjvon  hundrwl  ami  mnrty-eieht,  into  any  port  or 

that  compact,   agreeably   to    its   obvious    and  P^'M'^  wltbln  tbe  limita  of  tb^  Unit«d  Statem  or  which  may 

rfiftl  intention    ftnd   will   1>a  amnn<r   th«  Uat  in  ^1  "^  J""P<'>"t<*<^  '"•»»  »»>>'  P<'rt  or  place  wilbout  tbe  limltt 

real  inien won,  ana   WIU    Oe  among    me  last  to  ^f^y^^  V^W^^X   Stat*.*:  and  every  p«rton  k>  ofrendin,?.  an^l 

seek  its  dissolution  :    That  if  those  who  admin-  b«inie  thereof  ronvfcted  before  any  court  within  raid  terri- 

ister  the  general  government  be  permiHed  to  tory,baviuK«Mn|HjtentjuriiHiiction,BbaiiforMtandpay*»r 

. ^°    .1       T°'i.     xs      J    I       .L    .                    i.  each  and  every  slave  so  im|K»rted  or  brought,  the  *uni  of 

transgress    the  limits  nxed   by  that  compact,  thn-©  bundnnl  d<illar»,  one  moiety  Ibr  tbe  u.«e  of  (be  Unltwl 

by  a  total  disregard   to  the  special  delegations  St**®".  »"d  the  otlier  to  the  nae  of  the  perann  or  permna 

t\¥  *\t\TwrA^  fVtAK/^^n  f%,vrx¥t%\ntJ\    nn  nnnU.; l»?:y%»  ^f  who  aliall  nue  for  the  MDie;  and  no  ulave  or  alaTeM  ahall, 

ot  power  therein  contamed,  an  annihilation  of  jj^tjy  ^r  indin-ctiy.  bo  int;oduced  into  »id  t.'rritory. «! 

the  state  governments,  and  the  creation  upon  cept  by  a  dtizeti  of  the  united  Statefi,  removinft  into  mi<l 

their  ruins  of  a  general  consolidated  govern-  territory  for  attUialMttleniout,  and  WIuk  at  the  Ikne  of  *a.-h 

X         •!!     1-       aT       •         'ill  remoTal  btma  fide  owner  of  Much  BlaTc  or  luaven;  and  o*ery 

ment,    will     be    the    inevitable    consequence  :  vlave  imported  or  brouRht  into  tlie  Mid  territory,  ««itmry 

That  the  principle  and  construction  contended  ^  the  pniviniouH  of  tbi^  art  Pball  therenpou  be  entltli'd  to 

for  by  sundry  of  the  state  legislatures,  that  »««ireceivebisorb.^frcH.Hiom." 

the  general  government  is  the  exclusive  judge  The  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Orleans 

of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  it,  territory  to   form   a   constiuitiun   and    state 

stop  nothiiiff  short  or  despotism — since  the  government,  reiM)rteJ  in  the  House  by  Mr. 

discretion  of  those  who  administer  the  gov-  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a  committee 

emmcnt,  and  not  the  Constitution,  would  be  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 

the  measure  of  tlieir  powers :  That  the  several  the  legislature  of  that  territory,  was  brought 

states    who  formed    that    instrument    being  to  a  vote  in  tlie  House  on  the  15th  of  January, 

sovereign  and  independent,  have  the  unques-  1811. 

tionable  right  to  juage  of  the  infraction  ;  and  The  onposition  to  the  bill  in  the  House  grew 

that  a  nullification  by  those  sovereignties  of  out  of  the  want  of  power  contended  for  by 

all  unauthorized  acts  done  under  color  of  that  those  who  opposed  the  bill  to  admit  new  states 

instrument  is  the  riglitful  remedy:    That  this  created  cmt  of  territory  not  originally  within 

commonwealth  does,  under  the  most  deliberate  the  limits  of  the  United  States.     To  use  the 

reconsideration,  declare  that  the  said  alien  and  language  of  Mr.  (^uinov,  of  Massachusetts, 

sedition  laws  are,  in  their  opinion,  palpable  who  spoke  against  the  bill — 

violations  of  the  said  Constitution  ;  and,  how-  "  The  crtatioiL  of  new   states   or   political 

ever  cheerfully  it  may  be  disposed  to  surrender  sovereignties,  without  the  original  limits  of 

its  opinion  to  a  mi\jority  of  its  sister  states,  in  the  United  States,  is  a  usurpation  of  power 

matters  of  ordinary  or  doubtful   policy,  yet,  oot  warranted  by  a  sound  construction  of  the 

in   momentous  regulations  like  tlie  present.  Constitution." 

which  so  vitally  wound  the  best  rights  of  the  The  vote  on  the  ]».issage  of  the  bill  in  the 

citizen,  it  would  consider  a  silent  acquiescence  House  was  yeas  77,  nays  36. 

as  highly  criminal :   That  although  this  com-  The  negative  vote  was  as  follows  : — 

monwealth,  as  a  party  to  the  federal  compact,  Meadra.  Bi^elow  of  Mam.,  inaidHeil  of  N.  11..  Cbnm)>erlain 

will  lx)w  to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  yet  it  does,  *^J^.  11.,  ChamU-riiu  of  vt  aiitu^nden  or  vi..  i>^v..nrj.rt 

.   .  1                    ,.           J      1          xL    i  'i.      '^^        X  of  Conn.,  My  of  Ma»8..  Kmott  of  N.  \.,  <Ji  Wj.ln)r«»uirb  of  Md., 

at  the  same  time,  declare  that  it  will  not  now,  (joid  of  n.  y..  Hale  of  n.  11..  iieister  of  I'a..  iiubi^Hni  of  vt, 

or  ever  hereafter,  cease  to  oppose  in   a  COnsti-  Huntlnnton  of  Coun..  JarkKon  of  R.  1.,  Jenkiuaof  Fa..  Key 

*»*:/^n«1  *»»««no..  ».,^.».  «**««,.v*    «*.  »!.»«.  ^ «f  ^'d.,  Lewifiof  Va.,  R.  L.  R.  UviuKKton  of  N.  Y..  >IoRrid» 

tutional  manner  every  attempt,  at  what  quar-  ^f  n.  d.  Miinor  of  i»a..  Mo«.iey  ..f  (>nn..  ivar>on  of  s.  c. 

ter    soever   offered,    to   violate    that    compact.  Pitkin  of  Conn..  IV^tter  of  K.  I.,Qaincv  of  Maaa.  Stanley  of 

And,  finally,  in  order    that   no  pretext  or  l:,^'f'^^J'^^'^''\^T'^^rii'^^^^ 

'         .     •^           ,       J     «              *                   J  Taimail};«'of  Conn.,  >RU  i)\ke  of  Del.,  >an  Horn  of  Md..  >aB 

arguments    may   be  drawn  trom    a   supposed  UeoMelaerofN.  Y.,  WbtfatonofMaaa.,  WUaonoI  n.  u 
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111  tiie  Senate,  Janoary  30, 1811,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dana  to  amend  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing proTi^o, 

Provided,  Ttiat  this  act  shall  not  be  nnder- 
stood  to  -admit  such  state  into  the  Union  as 
aforesaid,  unless  each  of  the  states  shall  con- 
sent to  the  same, — 

It  was  negatived  as  follows : — 

YEi».— MewTU.  Bradley  of  Tt,  ChampIiD  of  R.  I^  Dana  of 
Onaa^Qarmaa  of  N.  Y^Gilmao  of  N.  II.,  (ioodricb  of  0>nn.« 
Uotwej  of  DeL,  lioyd  of  Man.,  Pickeriag  of  Mass.,  Reed  of 
Ud.— 10. 

Nats.— MeMTS.  Campbell  of  0.,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Gondii  of  N. 
J.  FrankllD  of  N.  C,  Uaillard  of  S.  C,  Qrvgg  of  Pa.,  Lambert 
€i  N.  J.,  Ldb  of  Pa..  MatthewsoD  of  R.  I.,  l\)t>e  of  Ky.,  Robin- 
son of  Vt,  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of  N.  T.,  Tait  of  Oa.,  Taylor 
of  S.  C  Tomer  of  N.  C,  Whiteside  of  Tenn.,  Worthington 
ofO.'lS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  further  to  amend, 
Provide,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  under- 
stood to  admit  such  state  into  the  Union  as 
aforesaid,  unless  there  shall  be  a  constitutional 
amendment  empowering  the  Congress  to  ad- 
mit into  the  Union  new  states  formed  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  as  known 
and  understood  at  the  time  of  establishing  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unite<l  States. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  8, 
nays  17. 

The  vote  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
amendment,  with  the  exception  that  Messrs. 
Bradley,  Horsey,  and  Robinson  did  not  vote  at 
all  on  this. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  7th  of 
February,  loll,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  22,  nays  10. 

Thas^— If  essrfl.  Andemon  of  Tenn.,  Brent  of  Va.,  Campbell, 
Clay,  Gondii,  CrawfnrJ,  Catt^,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Grcg;^, 
LAflsberfc.  Laib,  Matthewmn.  Pupe,  RobinHon,  Smith  of  Md.. 
Smith  of  N.  Y.,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  Worth- 
Inictoo. 

.Nats. — Merar*.  Bayard  of  Del.,  Champlin,  Dana,  Oerman, 
GBman.  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Reed. 

The  House  and  Senate  disagreed  upon  some 
amendments,  which  agreements  were  finally 
reconciled,  and  the  bill  became  a  law  by  the 
approval  of  the  President  on  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1811. 

The  territory  of  Orleans,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  formed  a  state  constitution  under  the 
name  and  title  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
This  constitution  was  communicated  to  Con- 
eress  on  the  3d  of  March,  1812,  by  President 
Madison. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana, 
reported  by  Mr.  Dawson  in  the  House,  from  a 
committee  appointed  on  the  ftiessage  of  the 
President  relative  thereto,  passed  the  House 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1812,  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
79,  nays  2.3. 

The  negative  vote  was  as  follows : — 

Menm.  Bi«H>rker  of  77.  T.,  Champion  of  Conn.,  Chittenden 
of  Vi ,  Kly  of  MaMi.,  Emott  of  N.  Y.,  Fitch  of  N.  T.,  Jackson 
of  R.  I„  Law  of  Conn.,  Lewis  of  Vs.,  liTingston  of  N.  T., 
Hilnor  of  l*a.,  Mostfly  of  Conn.,  Pearson  of  N.  C,  Pitkin  of 
Comi.,  Qninry  of  Mass.,  Reed  of  Mass.,  Bammonit  of  N.  Y., 
Beybart  of  Pa..  Stuart  of  Md.,  Sturges  of  Cooxi.,  Tallmadge 
ofGooa.,  Wbeaton  of  Mass.,  White  of  Mass. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  31st  of 
March,  ISTJ,  with  some  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  it  be- 
came a  law  by  the  approval  of  the  President, 
on  the  8th  of  AprU,  1812. 

Thus  Louisiana  was  admitted  as  a  state. 


American  Paett  or. 

From  speech  of  Mr.  George  Eustis,  of  La., 
in  House  of  Repreaentauves,  January  7^ 
1856:— 

We  hold,  sir,  in  Louisiana,  and  we  hold  it 
as  a  cardinal  maxim — and  I  hope  to  God  that 
it  will  be  so  held  in  every  state  of  this  Union 
— that  religious  faith  is  a  question  between 
each  individual  and  his  God ;  and  we  consider 
that  any  attempt  to  abridge  or  circumscribe 
religious  freedom  is  unworthy  of  our  great 
country,  and  must  be  repudiated  by  every 
party  m  this  country.  We  consider  that  it  ifl 
m  violation  of  the  organic  laws  of  the  land ; 
and  in  that  spirit  the  American  party  in  Lou- 
isiana repudiated  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Philadelpnia  platform ;  and,  sir,  I  now  repu- 
diate it  in  toto.  I  care  not,  sir,  what  constnvo- 
tion  gentlemen,  in  perfect  good  faith,  may  be 

E leased  to  put  upon  it.  I  know  that  gentlemen 
ave  addressed  this  House,  and  told  us  that 
they  meant  nothing  by  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Philadelphia  platform ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  construction  which  they  place  upon 
it  could  not  be  considered  as  offensive  as 
against  American  Catholics,  and  therefore  as 
inoperative  and  innocent  as  against  that  class 
of  our  citizens.  But,  Mr.  Clerk,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, I  care  not  what  construction  they  put 
upon  it.  I  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  the 
Louisville  district  [Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall], 
and  I  am  satisfied  tliat  that  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  entirely.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  I/ouisville  dis- 
trict does  not  intend  to  proscribe  American 
Catholics.  I  am  satisfied  that,  when  he  says 
that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  broadest  religious 
liberty,  what  he  says  comes  from  the  bottom 
of  his  heart,  and  that  he  stands  with  me,  where 
every  American  must  stand,  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  religious  liberty.  [Applause  in  the 
galleries.] 

But,  as  I  said  before,  1  care  not  what  con- 
struction is  put  upon  it.  The  words  are  there 
in  white  and  blacK,  and  they  are  offensive  and 
insulting  to  the  American  Catholics  of  Ameri- 
ca. Let  us  look  at  what  took  place  in  the 
state  of  Virginia  during  the  last  state  election. 
What  was  the  oonstructiim  which  the  Ameri- 
can candidate  for  governor  of  that  state  placed 
upon  the  eiglith  article  of  the  Philadelphia 
platform?  We  all  know  that,  in  the  early 
part  of  his  canvass,  that  candidate  published 
a  letter  in  which  he  said  he  never  would  vote 
for  a  Catholic.  Thank  God,  that  gentleman 
was  defeated,  and,  sir,  he  ought  to  have  been 
defeated.  There  was  enough  in  that  letter  to 
defeat  ten  thousand  candidates  for  governor ; 
and  I  trust  that  every  man  who  holds  such 
odious  and  monstrous  doctrines,  will  ever 
meet  with  as  deep  a  political  grave  as  the 
honorable  gentleman,  the  American  candidate 
for  governor  of  Virginia,  has  met  with. 

1  agree  with  the  nonorable  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Bennett!  when  he  says,  if 
the  eightn  article  of  the  Pniladelnhia  platfo^ 
does  not  mean  to  proscribe  Catholics^  it  mesA& 
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nothing.    And,  sir,  what  can  it  mean  7    I  be- 
lieve it  means  nothing.    It  is  a  mere  abstrac- 
tion— a  mere  idle  concession  to  the  prejudices 
of  one  class  of  religionists — and  has  no  place 
in  a  national  platform.    And  I  undertake  to 
show  to  this  ilousc,  if  they  will  take  the  de- 
claration of   the  members  of   the  National 
American  party  upon  this  floor,  and  if  they 
will  examine  the  eighth  article  of  the  Phila- 
iolphia  ])latforni,  that  tliey  will  find  that  it 
means  nothing,  l>ecau8e  the  cardinal  princi- 
ple— the   creat    principle,   according  to  my 
understancling — of  the  American  platform,  is 
this  ;   that  none   but  native-born  Americans 
should  be  elevated  to  office ;  therefore,  if  none 
but  native-born  Americans  are  to  be  elevated 
Co  office,  all  foreigners  are  excluded — foreign 
Catholics  are  excluded,  foreign   Protestants 
are  excluded,  and  foreign  Jewp  are  excluded. 
And  tliey  are  not  excluded  on  account  of  their 
religion,  but  on  account  of  their  birth  ;  tliere- 
fore,  if  foreign  Catliolics  are  excluded  on  ac- 
count of  tlieir  birth,  and  not  on  account  of 
their  religion,  the  only  Catholics  who  remain 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  the  only  Catholics  who 
can  come  up  and  be  considered  as  candidates 
by  the  American  party,  are  tlie  American 
Catholics.     They  are  the  only  Catholics  who 
can  be  considered  as  candidates  by  the  Ameri- 
can party,  because  all  foreigners  are  excluded ; 
and,  as  I  said  before,  foreign  Catholics  are 
excluded  by  coming  within  that  designation. 

Mr.  Valk.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  with  great  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness to  him,  that,  at  this  particular  stage  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  call  of  the  roll,  he 
should  be  kind  enough  to  suspend  his  remarks 
for  the  present.  [Laughter,  and  cries  of  *'  Go 
on  I"] 

Mr.  EusTis.  I  would  accept  of  the  gentle- 
man's suggestion,  but  I  beg  to  inform  him  that 
I  liave  but  little  more  to  say.  The  gentlemen 
whom  I  am  iwblressing  now  are  not  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  this  House.  The  gentlemen 
whom  I  am  now  addressing  belong  to  the  Na- 
tional American  party,  and  I  want  them  to 
understan<l  distinctly  where  I  stand.  I  am 
no  Catholic.  an<l  I  have  been  but  seldom  within 
the  walls  of  a  Catholic  church — and  that,  how- 
ever, is  nothing  in  my  favor.  I  say  I  desire 
tliat  they  should  understand  exactly  where  I 
stand ;  and  1  tell  them  that  by  that  eighth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Philadelphia  platform,  according 
to  tlie  view  I  take  of  it,  they  either  exclude 
or  intend  to  proHcribe  American  Catholics,  or 
they  mean  nothing,  because  gentlemen  have 
stated  upon  this  floor  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  proscribe  American  Catholics.  Then,  gen- 
tlemen, if  you  mean  nothing  by  that  article 
of  the  platform,  in  tlie  name  of  God  strike  it 
out,  for  it  is  a  blot  upon  tlie  history  of  our 
country.  Every  one  knows,  who  has  given 
any  thoughts  to  the  prospects  of  this  Ameri- 
can party,  that  that  article  has  driven  thou- 
sands from  our  ranks  who  coincided  with  us 
in  other  respects.  The  American  people  are 
ffenerou8,and  you  have  excited  that  generosity. 
They  mill  not  agree  with  you  in  this  crusaae 


against  Catholicism ;  and  I  would  rather  thaf 
tliis  right  arm  should  wither  than  be  connccte<I 
witli  any  partv  whose  purp«>se  it  is  to  perse- 
cute the  Catholics  of  this  great  country. 

Gentlemen  talk  alxmt  the  Papal  power.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  ReadeJ  the  other  day  asked  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens], 
whether  he  would  vote  for  a  Catholic  whose 
religious  opinions  he  suspected  of  being  hoi;- 
tile  to  the  general  interests  of  this  country. 
What  right  has  that  gentleman  to  challenge 
the  nationality  of  his  peer,  his  equal,  and 
require  him  to  purge  his  conscience,  before  he 
can  hold  communion  with  him  on  the  footing 
of  an  American  citizen  ?  What  ri|jht  have 
you  to  denounce  him  as  a  traitor  to  nis  coun- 
try, and  compel  him  to  stand  before  your  bar 
as  a  criminal — as  an  individual  hostile  to  the 
institutions  of  your  country  ? 

I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  you  have  just  as  much 
right  to  put  your  hands  in  another  man's 
pocket,  to  see  if  the  money  he  has  belongs  to 
tiim,  as  to  take  that  positicm  towards  the  Ame- 
rican Catholic — as  to  dare  to  presume  to  ask 
him  whether  he  entertains  opinions  hostile  to 
the  institutions  of  this  country. 

Gentlemen  ought  to  recollect  that  here,  in 
this  Congress,  tliere  is  not  a  single  Catholic 
priest.  And,  for  my  part,  I  am  opposed  to  all 
religious  interference  with  our  political  affairs. 
I  am  in  favor  of  maintaining  and  keepinc  up 
the  divorce  l)etween  Church  and  State  which 
has  been  established  by  our  great  fathers.  But, 
sir,  that  very  same  reason  which  makes  me  a 
deadly  enemy  of  Catholic  interference  with 
our  institutions,  makes  me  blush  for  my  coun- 
trymen when  I  see  the  Protestant  Church  soil- 
ing its  robes  by  draggling  them  in  the  mire  of 
j)oiitics.  Your  legislatures  are  filled  with  gen- 
tlemen who  wear  white  cravats  and  black 
coats.  Your  Congress  has  a  large  proportion 
of  these  clerical  gentlemen.  And  I  asK  you, 
with  all  due  res])ect  and  all  due  courtesy  to 
gentlemen  of  the  cloth,  to  show  me  a  Catholic 
priest  or  an  accredited  agent  of  the  Church  of 
Konie  in  this  hall.  Gentlemen  who  talk  about 
the  Poy)e  of  Rome  ought  to  recollect  that  that 
poor  old  man,  who^is  an  object  of  such  terror 
to  them,  is  now  in  the  custody  of  a  guard  of 
French  soldiers. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  consumed  more  time 
than  I  desired  to  have  done.  I  will  simply 
close  my  remarks  by  asking  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  fieade]  where  he 
gets  the  authority  for  thus  blackoalling  his 
peers,  his  equals,  the  Catholics? — ^where  he 
gets  the  authority  for  stamping  them  as  the 
mere  tools  of  the  Pope  of  Ivome  ? — where  he 
gets  the  authority  for  considering  them  as  un- 
worthy of  participating  in  the  great  c(mncils 
of  this  country  ?  Does  the  gentleman  find  his 
authority,  or  will  he  find  it,  in  the  Consti- 
tion  of  the  United  States  ?  Will  the  gentle- 
man find  it  in  the  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  by  which  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  this  country,  and  bj 
which  the  religious  rights  of  its  ichabitantii 
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were  guarantied  to  them  ?  Will  the  gentle- 
man find  it  in  the  Farewell  Address  of  the 
great  Father  of  our  Country — ^in  that  address 
which  is  so  often  quoted  by  the  orators  of  the 
American  party  ?  Will  the  gentleman  find  it 
in  that  great  book,  the  Bible,  on  which  so 
much  yeueration  has  been  wasted  so  unpro- 
fitably  in  the  Philadelphia  platform  ?  I  will 
tell  tfie  gentleman  whore  he  will  find  it.  He 
will  find  It  in  the  teachings  and  in  the  inspira- 
tion of  that  dark  spirit  of  fanaticism  which  is 
the  curse  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  The  gen- 
tleman will  find  it  in  that  spirit  by  which  Pro- 
testants were  driven  from  New  England  by  their 
fellow  Protestants  in  our  colonial  days.  He  will 
find  it  in  that  spirit  which  made  the  Episcopa- 
lians of  Virginia  drive  away  their  Puritan  breth- 
ren from  that  state.  And  where  did  these  per- 
secuted Puritans  and  Protestants  in  general 
CO  ?  What  spot  did  they  choose  as  an  asylum 
m  order  to  be  protected  from  their  Protestant 
persecutors  ?  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  where 
they  went  in  those  colonial  times.  They  went 
to  the  colony  of  Maryland — to  that  colony 
whofie  inhabitants  were  under  the  influence 
of  "  the  aggressive  policy  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  and  its  corrupting  tendencies.''  Yes, 
these  Puritans  sought  a  refuge  in  that  colony 
which  first  in  the  United  States  established 
the  law  protecting  every  man  from  religious 
persecution. 

Mr.  Clerk,  the  American  party  of  Louisiana 
baa  a  right  to  be  heard  ;  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  the  only  exponent  of  its  views  is  myself. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  pretensions  of 
that  party  are  not  in  abler  hands.  But,  sir,  I 
will  state  this  much,  that  in  every  Native 
American  organization,  or  in  every  Native 
American  party,  the  American  party  of  Lou- 
isiana has  a  right  to  be  heard  ;  for,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  was 
the  first  legislature  which  passed  resoutious 
demanding  a  change  in  the  naturalization 
laws  of  this  country. 

I  thank  the  House  for  the  indulgence  which 
it  has  extended  to  me  on  this  occasion.  I  vote 
for  Mr.  Fuller. 


VadUon  Letters* 

Defence  op  the  American  Party. 

The  contents  under  this  caption  contain  the 
material  portions  of  eleven  or  twelve  letters, 
written  over  the  signature  of  "  Madison,"  in 
yindication  of  the  American  party.  The  editor 
has  examined  carefully  all  the  defences  of  the 
American  organization,  and  considering  this 
the  most  able  of  them  all,  written,  it  is  said,' 
by  the  Hon.  A.  II.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  he 
yields  it  a  space  in  his  work. 

No.  1. 

The  vital  principle  of  the  American  party 
18  Americanism — developing  itself  in  a  deep- 
rooted  attachment  to  our  own  country — its 
CoMtitntion,  its  Union,  and  its  laws — ^to  Ameri- 
can men,  and  American  measures,  and  Ameri- 


can interests — or,  in  other  words,  a  ferrenl 
patriotism — ^which,  rejecting  the  transcend 
ental  philanthropy  of  abolitionists,  and  that 
kindred  batch  of  wild  enthusiasts,  who  would 
seek  to  embroil  us  with  foreign  countries,  in 
righting  the  wrongs  of  Ireland,  or  Hungary, 
or  Cuba — would  ^ard  with  vestal  vigilanoe 
American  institutions  and  American  interests 
against  the  baneful  effects  of  foreign  influence. 

No.  2. 

I  closed  my  first  number  by  stating  wluit  I 
conceived  to  be  the  vital  principle  of  the  Ame- 
rican party — the  principle  which,  like  the 
main  spring  of  a  watch,  imparts  activity  to  its 
whole  machinery. 

Let  us  now  consider  what  are  the  measures 
and  policy  which  these  Americans  propose  to 
adopt,  to  give  practical  efficiency  to  this  great 
principle. — There  is,  doubtless,  among  the 
members  of  that  party,  as  amon^  the  mem- 
bers of  all  other  parties,  much  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  matters  of  detail ;  and 
mutual  forbearance  and  concession  must  and 
will  be  practised  in  giving  shape  to  their 
measures.  No  one  can,  therefore,  tell  with 
certainty  what  form  they  may  ultimately  as- 
sume. 

For  the  present,  I  will  refer  to  the  action 
of  the  National  Council  as  the  most  authentic 
exposition  of  the  opinions  of  the  party.  Its 
creed,  as  expressed  by  that  body,  is  embraced 
in  the  following  propositions : — 

2d.  The  perpetuation  of  the  Federal  Union, 
as  the  palladium  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties,  and  the  only  sure  bulwark  of  Ame- 
rican independence. 

3d.  Americans  must  rule  America,  and  to 
this  end,  native-born  citizens  should  be  select- 
ed for  all  state,  federal,  and  municipal  offices 
or  government  employment,  in  preference  to 
all  others ;  nevertheless, 

4th.  Persons  born  of  American  parents  re- 
siding temporarily  abroad,  should  be  entitied 
to  all  the  rights  of  native-born  citizens ;  but, 

5th.  No  person  should  be  selected  for  poli- 
tical station  (whether  of  native  or  foreign 
birth),  who  recognises  any  allegiance  or  obli- 
gation, of  any  description,  to  any  foreign 
prince,  potentate,  or  power,  or  who  refuses  to 
recognise  the  federal  and  state  constitutions 
(each  within  its  sphere)  as  paramount  to  all 
other  laws,  as  rules  of  political  action. 

6th.  The  unqualified  recognition  and  main- 
tenance of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  several 
states,  and  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and 
fraternal  good  will,  between  the  citizens  of  the 
several  states,  and  to  this  end,  non-inter- 
ference by  Congress  with  questions  appertain- 
ing solely  to  the  individual  states,  and  non- 
intervention by  each  state  with  the  affairs  of 
any  other  state. 

7th.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
native-bom  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  permanently  residing  in  any 
territory  thereof  to  frame  their  constitution 
and  laws,  and  to  rebate  their  domestic  and 
social  afiledrs  in  their  own  mode,  subject  only 
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to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitation, 
with  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
whenever  they  nave  the  requisite  p()pulation 
for  one  representative  in  Congress. — Provided 
always,  tliat  none  but  those  who  are  citizens 
of  tlie  United  States,  under  the  Constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  and  who  have  a  fixed  resi- 
dence in  any  such  territory,  ought  to  partici- 
pate in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  or 
in  the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  territory  or 
state. 

8th.  An  enforcement  of  the  principle  that 
no  state  or  territorv  ought  to  admit  others 
than  citizens  of  the  IJuited  States  to  the  right 
of  suffrage,  or  of  holding  political  office. 

9th.  A  change  in  the  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion, making  a  continued  residence  of  twenty- 
one  years,  of  all  not  hereinbefore  provided  for, 
an  indispcnsiible  requisite  for  citizenship  here- 
after, and  excluding  all  paupers,  and  persons 
convicted  of  criuie,  from  lauding  upon  our 
•hores;  but  no  interference  with  the  vested 
rights  of  foreigners. 

10th.  Op))orfition  to  any  union  between 
Church  and  State ;  no  interference  with  reli- 
gious faith,  or  worship,  and  no  test  oaths  for 
office. 

11th.  Free  and  thorough  investigation  into 
any  and  all  alleged  abuses  of  public  function- 
aries, and  a  strict  economy  in  public  expendi- 
tures. 

12th.  The  maintenance  and  enforcement  of 
all  laws  constitutionally  enacted,  until  said 
laws  shall  be  repealed,  or  shall  l)e  declared 
null  and  void  by  competent  judicial  autho- 
rity. 

These  propositions  may  be  classed,  for 
greater  perfi]>icuity,  under  three  heads. 

I.  Those  that  relate  t/>  reforms  in  the  natu- 
ralization laws  which  require  legislation. 

II.  Those  that  relate  to  the  ap]>ointnient 
and  election  of  officers,  which  are  purely  mi- 
nisterial. 

III.  Those  that  refer  to  the  general  policy 
of  the  party  in  the  management  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  a]>peal  both  to  the  legislative 
and  executive  departments. 

I  intend  to  discuss  these  subjects  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  stated. 

It  is  pmpoHcd  to  modify  the  naturalization 
laMVS  in  four  particulars:-^ 

1.  To  nmke  them  prescribe  uniform  rulcR 
of  njitunilization  throughout  all  the  states  and 
territories. 

2.  To  exclude  convicts  and  paupers  from 
the  country'. 

3.  To  extend  the  period  of  resi<lence  of  the 
applicant  for  naturalization,  so  that  he  may 
have  time  to  understand  our  language  and 
become  acquainted  with  our  laws  and  institu- 
tions, before  he  is  intrusted  with  the  right  to 
participate  in  their  administrati(m. 

4.  To  guard  against  fraudulent  abuses  of 
tlie  right  of  naturalization. 

I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  very  prevailing 
idea  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power 
to  provide  by  law,  tliat  the  rules  of  naturali- 
sation shall  be  the  same  in  all  the  states ;  and 


I  have  heard  this  difficultr  suggested  as  being 
fatal  to  the  objects  of  the  American  party. 
But  the  objection  is  wholly  without  founda- 
tion. The  Constitution  of  the  United -States 
provides  in  terms  "that  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization."    Article  I.  Section  VII.  clause  4. 

This  provision  has  repeatedly  been  the  sub- 
ject of  judicial  consideration  and  inter^ireta- 
tion,  and  although  the  opinion  was  at  one 
time  expressed  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  the  power  was  concurrent  in  the 
state  and  fe<leral  governments,  that  opinion 
has  long  been  overruled,  and  it  is  now  held 
by  Judge  Iredell,  in  U.  S.  r.  Fellato.  2  Dal- 
las, 370;  Judge  Washington  in  Gordon  t. 
Prince,  3  Wash.  C.  C.  It.  313 ;  bv  Judge 
Marshall,  in  Chirac  v.  Chirac,  2  Wheaton, 
209 ;  by  Judge  Story,  in  IL^uston  r.  Moore, 
5  Wheaton,  40 ;  by  Cfliancellor  Kent,  1  Comm. 
423 ;  and  by  Judge  Taney,  in  Norris  p.  Bos- 
ton and  Smith  v.  Turner  Howard,  that  the 
exclusive  power  is  in  Congress.  The  remarks 
of  C.  J.  Taney  are  so  clear,  not  only  in  regard 
to  the  power,  but  also  as  to  the  policy  or  ex- 
ercising it,  that  I  rea<lily  adopt  his  argument, 
as  far  more  satisfactory  than  any  I  could  offer. 
He  says : — 

"It  cannot  be  necessary  to  say  anything 
upon  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  p<)wer  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization.  The  motive 
and  object  (»f  this  provision  are  too  plain  to 
be  misunderstood.  Under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  citizens  of  each  state  are 
entitled  to  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  states,  and  no  state 
would  be  willing  that  another  should  deter- 
mine for  it,  what  foreigner  should  ^»ecome  one 
of  its  citizens,  and  ])e  entitled  to  hold  lands 
and  vote  at  its  elections.  For  without  this 
provision,  any  one  state  could  have  given  the 
right  of  citizenship  in  every  other  state;  and 
as  every  citizen  of  a  state  is  also  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  a  single  state,  without  this 
provision,  might  have  given  to  any  numlier 
of  foreigners  it  pleased,  the  right  to  all  the 
privileges  of  citizenship  in  ccmiinerce,  trade, 
and  navigation,  although  they  did  not  even 
reside  among  us. 

"The  nature  of  our  institutions  under  the 
federal  gc»vcrnment.  nuule  it  a  matter  of  abso- 
lute necessity  that  this  power  should  be  con- 
fided to  the  governinent  of  the  Unicm,  where 
all  the  stjitos  were  represenie^l,  and  where  all 
had  a  voice ;  a  necessity  so  ob\ious  that  no 
statesman  could  have  overlooked  it.  The  ar- 
ticle has  nothing  to  do  with  the  adini^.-ion  ^^r 
rejoction  of  aliens,  nor  with  iniiiiigrati(»n,  but 
with  the  rights  of  citizenship.  Itp  sole  object 
was  to  prevent  one  state  fnnn  forcing  up«in  all 
the  others,  and  upon  the  geuerul  government, 
persons  as  citizens,  whom  they  were  unwil- 
ling to  admit  as  such." 

Another  subject  of  kindred  character,  if  not 
indeed  falling  under  the  same  head,  will  also 
doubtless  engage  the  attention  of  the  party. 
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with  ai  yiew  to  see  if  the  Constitution  does  not 
sapplv  the  means  of  redressing  an  evil  which 
is  01  the  most  flagrant  character.  I  allude  to 
the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  state  constitu- 
tions in  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage  hy 
foreigners.  By  the  constitution  of  Virginia, 
none  but  citizens  of  the  United  States  can 
Tote,  and  as  no  one  can  legaUy  become  a  citi- 
sen  of  the  United  States  unless  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  country  for  five  years,  it  fol- 
lows that  no  one  can  be  a  yoter  m  Virginia, 
who  has  not  been  a  resident  of  the  United 
States  for  iiye  years.  But  by  the  constitution 
of  Illinois,  it  is  proyided  (ArL  2,  s.  27),  "  that 
in  all  elections,  all  white  male  inhabitants 
aboye  the  age  of  21  years,  having  resided  in 
the  state  six  months  next  precedmg  the  elec- 
tion, shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector.^' 

Now  as  the  yote  of  eyery  man  cast  in  HU- 
noia  for  members  of  the  legislature  which 
elects  U.  S.  Senators,  for  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  Presidential  electors,  has  a  di- 
rect bearing  on  the  interests  of  Virginia,  it  is 
well  worthy  of  inquiry  whether  Virginia  is, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  be  goyemed  by  thg 
yotes  of  aliens.  It  is  a  new  and  a  graye  ques- 
tion. There  is  certainly  a  difference  in  form 
between  the  question  of  electiye  franchise  and 
the  question  of  naturalization.  But  is  not 
this  system  of  allowing  aliens  to  yote  before 
they  are  naturalized  an  abuse,  if  not  an  eya- 
j»u>n  of  the  Constitution  ?  A  sensible  writer 
un  the  subject  has  well  remarked,  "  if  indiyi- 
(fual  states  can  admit  to  the  electiye  franchise 
those  who  are  not  citizens,  thereby  neutraliz- 
ing the  yotes  of  citizens,  not  only  the  federal 
power  oyer  naturalization  becomes  a  nullity, 
but  a  minority  of  actual  citizens,  by  the  aid 
«>f  aliens,  may  control  the  goyemment  of  the 
•states,  and,  through  the  states,  that  of  the 
Union." 

Who  will  deny  that  this  is  a  crying  abuse, 
and  that  all  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
goyemment  oueht  to  be  brought  into  requisi- 
tion to  correct  it  ?  , 

2.  It  is  proposed  to  exclude  by  state  and 
federal  authority,  conyicts  and  paupers  from 
landing  on  our  shores,  to  corrupt  the  morals 
of  citizens,  to  plunder  our  property,  to  fill  our 
penitentiaries  and  alms-houses,  and  to  burden 
«mr  people  with  taxation  for  their  support. 
This  is  no  new  policy,  and  it  will  at  once 
<y>mmend  itself  to  the  fayorable  regard  of  all 
reflecting  men.  It  is  an  eyil  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  founders  of  the  republic 
at  an  early  day,  and  has  from  time  to  time 
l>een  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  goyem- 
ment, but  thus  far  no  adequate  measures  of 
preyention  haye  been  adopted. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1788,  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  then  about  to  close  its  labors, 
adopted  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved, 
that  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to 
the  seyeral  states  to  pass  proper  laws  to  pre- 
rent  the  transportation  of  convicted  malefac- 
tors from  foreign  countries  into  the  U.  S." — 
Journal,  page  867. 

On  the  13th  November,  1788.  Virginia  did 


pass  such  a  law  imposing  a  penalty  of  £50  on 
masters  of  vessels  who  should  land  convicts  in 
this  state. 

In  1836,  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  a^ 
tention  of  Congress  by  Mr.  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  made  a  (ong  and  able  speech  to 
the  Senate,  on  presenting  certain  resolutions 
of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  reply  to  a  call 
of  the  House,  sent  a  message  to  Uongress,  ao* 
companied  by  many  documents.  A  bill  was 
reported  to  correct  the  evil,  but  amidst  the 
press  of  business  it  ^^'Ji'^  o'<rsl;.nn;h€d. — See 
Congressional  Globe  18o7-'b8,  page  489,  and 
1838-'39,  page  168. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Berrien  made  an  elaborate  re- 
port on  the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  great 
mass  of  testimony  establishing  in  the  most 
conclusive  manner  the  certainty  and  magni- 
tude of  the  evil.—See  Sen.  Doc.  173,  &th 
Cong.    No  final  action,  however,  was  taken. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Buchanan,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  adopted  measures  to  obtain  information 
on  the  subject,  and  a  report  was  made  by  Mr. 
A.  D.  Mann,  on  the  13tn  September,  1847. 

On  Ist  January,  1855,  Mayor  Wood,  of 
New  York,  addressed  a  strong  letter  to  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  invoking  his  aid.  lie  says :  "  It 
has  long  been  the  practice  of  many  govern- 
ments on  the  continent  of  Europe  to  get  rid 
of  paupers  and  convicts  by  sending  them  to 
this  country,  and  most  generally  to  this  port, 
(N.  Y.)  The  increase  of  crime  here  can  be 
traced  to  this  cause,  rather  than  to  defect  in 
criminal  laws  or  their  administration.  An 
examination  of  the  criminal  and  pauper  re- 
cords, shows  conclusively  that  it  is  but  a  small 
proportion  of  these  unfortunates  who  are  na- 
tives of  this  country.  One  of  the  very  heavi- 
est burdens  that  we  bear,  is  the  support  of 
these  people,  even  when  considering  the  di- 
rect cost,  but  when  estimating  the  evil  influ- 
ence on  society,  and  the  contaminating  effect 
upon  all  who  come  within  the  range  of  their 
depraved  minds,  it  becomes  a  matter  exceed- 
ingly serious  and  demanding  immediate  and 
complete  eradication."*  Mayor  AVood  being  a 
Democrat  and  in  no  way  attached  to  the  Ame- 
rican party,  I  presume  he  will  be  regarded  as 
good  authority,  and  I  will  here  rest  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  and  I  hope  I  may  console  my- 
self with  the  reflection,  that  as  far  as  we  have 


*  In  confirmation  of  Major  Wood's  statement,  I  refbr  to 
the  following  facts,  derived  from  the  cengnH  tabled  of  1860 : 

The  whole  number  of  criminaln  in  the  United  States  dnr 
inK  the  preceding  year  was  28.679— of  these  12,MS  were 
naUres  and  13,691  were  Ibreigners. 

The  following  Is  a  table  showing  the  ratio  In  Ibnr  of  tli* 
Northern  siattM — 

Maasaehnsetts.  New  JerMj. 

Natire  criminals     -    •  3.366    Native  erhninals   •    .    •  3411 
Foruign    do.  -    -    -    -  3,884    Foreign    do.      -    -    •    •  35T 

New  York.  Pennsylvania. 

Native  criminals     •    •  3,962    Native  crimiiials   -    .    •  564 
Foreign    do.  •    •    -    •  6J317    Foreign    do.     •    -    •    -  2B6 

In  the  ft«e  states  there  weie  10,822  native  erlmlnflb  and 
12,988  fortrfgn. 

In  the  slave  states  there  wtre  2,166  uttiva  eriminito  aad 
1,902  fi)relga. 
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progressed  in  the  examination  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  American  jmrty,  nothing  has  yet 
been  discovered  in  connict  with  **  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom.'' 

'  No.  3. 


high   imporianoe  to  the  respectaUilit^  and 
character  of  the  American  name;  the  vene- 
ration he  had  for,  and  the  attachment  he  had 
to  this  country,  made  him  extremely  anxi0u:« 
to  preserve  its  good  fame  from  injury.    He 
hoped  to  see  the  title  of  a  citizen  of  America 
The  boon  of  citizenship  is  one  of  the  high- 1  as  nighly  venerated  and  respected  as  a  citizen 
est  privileges  which  any  country  can  bestow  1  of  old  Kome.     I  am  clearly  of  opinitm  liint 
on  tlie  subjects  or  citizens  of  aii«>ther.     It :  rather  than  have  the  common  class  of  va^raiiU. 


carries  with  it  rights  and  duties  of  tlio  gravest 
character.  It  imposes  on  the  person  natural- 
ized the  obligation  (►f  obedience  to  tlie  laws, 
and  it  confers  on  him  the  right  to  protection, 


paupers,  and  outcasts  of  Europe,  that  wo  ha<I 
Dctter  be  as  we  are,  and  trust  to  the  natunil 
increase  of  our  population  for  inhabitantit.  If 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  S.  C. 


in  his  person  and  property,  by  the  w|liole  should  obtain,  such  people  will  find  an  easy 
power  of  the  government.  It  is  a  privilege  |  admission  indeed  to  tne  rights  of  citizenship ; 
which,  in  most  countries,  both  ancient  and  ;  much  too  easy  for  the  interests  of  the  people 


modern,  was  and  is  conferral  with  great  cau- 
tion.' Among  the  Romans  it  was  a  mark  of 
great  distinction,  prized  as  of  the  highest 
value ;  and  the  simple  announcement  by  an 
individual,  "  I  am  a  lloman  citizen !"  was  a 
passport  to  respect  throughout  the  world.  In 
our  country  this  privilege  has  boon  granted 
more  freely  than  in  any  other,  and  I  think 
there  is  a  growing  conviction  in  the  public 
mind  that  it  has  been  rendered  too  cheap.  I 
have  had  neither  the  time  nor  means  to  make 
a  complete  investigation  of  the  subject  of  na- 
turalization by  the  colonies  and  states,  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  But 
I  will  furnish  a  few  striking  incidents. 

The  42d  section  of  the  constitution  of  New 
York,  adopted  in  1777,  conferred  power  oii 
the  legislature  of  that  state  to  naturalize 
foreigners,  but  with  the  following  restricticm : 

"  Provided,  all  such  persons  so  to  ])e  by  thorn 
naturalized,  as  being  born  in  parts  beyond 
sea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
shall  come  to  settle  in,  and  become  subjects 


of  America.  Nay,  sir,  the  terms  required  by 
the  bill  on  the  table  are,  in  my  mind,  too 
easy.  I  think  before  a  man  is  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  high  and  inestimable  privilege  of 
a  citizen  of  America,  that  something  more 
than  a  mere  residence  among  us  is  necessary. 
I  think  he  ought  to  ])ass  some  time  in  a  sttite 
of  probation,  and  at  the  end  of  the  time  l*e 
able  to  ])ring  testimonials  of  a  proper  and  de- 
fcent  behavior.  No  man,  who  wctuld  he  a 
credit  to  the  community,  would  think  such 
terms  difficult  or  indelicate ;  if  bad  men  should 
be  dissatisfied  on  this  account,  and  should  de- 
cline to  immigrate,  the  regulation  will  have  a 
beneficial  effect,  for  we  had  better  keep  such 
out  of  the  country  than  a<lmit  them  into  it." 

Theodore  Sedgwick  of  Mass.  in  the  same 
debate  said : — 

"  He  was  against  the  indistrriniinate  adni;**- 
sion  of  foreigners  to  the  highest  rights  of  hu- 
man nature,  upon  terms  so  iiic«>injK»teiit  tt» 
secure  the  stjoiety  from  being  overrun  by  ll.e 
offcasts   of   Kurope;    besitles,   the   polI«y  ':f 


of  this  state,  shall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  :  settling  the  vacant  territory  by  inunigrali-.in 
to  this  state,  and  abjure  and  renounce  all  alio-   is  of  a  (lou)»tful  nature.  *  *  • 


giance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign 
king,  prince,  potentate,  and  state,  in  all  mat- 
ters ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil."  See  Kent 
Com.  V.  2,  p.  73. 

From  this  clause  it  will  be  seen  that  New 
York,  at  that  early  day,  went  a  Ijnw-sbot  be- 
yond the  American  ])artv — she  requiring  a 
renunciation  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  allegi- 
ance, whilst  the  Americans  demand  only  a 
renunciation  of  civil  or  temporal  allejjiance. 


The  citizens  of  America  preferred  this  C"V.ii- 
try,  because  it  is  to  be  prer«;rr<'d ;  the  li-.c 
principle  he  wished  might  l>c  held  by  evc«-y 
man  who  came  fnim  Kurope  to  reside  hei*'*: 
but  there  were  at  leasr  some  grounds  tu  iV;:r 
the  contrarv :  their  sensation>,  inipregn;\{i'l 
with  prejudices  of  education,  ac(piired  under 
monarchical  and  aristocratical  governments 
may  deprive  them  of  that  wish  f(»r  pu»-c  u- 
puldicanisin,  which  is  necessary,  in  onler  to 


Uy  act  of  1779,  Mar}'land  required  the  a|>-    taste    its    beneficence   with    that   niagniiude 


plicant  for  naturalization  to  subs<Tibe  adecla 
ration  of  his  belief  in  the  Christian  religion, 
and  to  take,  repeat,  an«l  subscri!)e  an  oath  c>f 
fidelity,  and  that  **  I  do  not  ludtl  myself  hound 
to  yield  allegiance  or  obedience  to  any  king 
or  prince,  or  any  state  or  government." 

The  first  law  of  the  United  States  on  this 
subject  of  naturalizati(m,  was  aijprmed  i^Oth 
March,  1790.  The  bill  was  witlmut  any  o[)- 
position  in  either  House  of  Congress,  but  a 


which  we  feci  on  the  occasion.  S-iine  kind 
of  probation,  as  it  is  termed,  is  aliNilutelv 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  feel  and  be  senM- 
ble  cf  the  blessing — without  that  pn.bi»ti»in, 
we  should  be  sorry  to  see  them  cxcicise  a 
right  which  we  have  so  gloriously  struggled 
to  attain." 

Mi(;hael  J.  Stone  of  Md.  said : — 
''  A  foreigner,  who  conu.'s  here,  is  not  de'-i- 
rous    of   inlcrf(»rin2   iminedintclv   with    our 


number  of  members  availol  themselves  of  the  j  politics,  nor  is  it  pn^per  that  he  should.  FOs 
opportunity  to  express  senliments  wlsi'di  are '  immigration  is  governed  by  a  dift'erent  ]»;*:m- 
almost  iientical  with  those  ot*  ihc  .Viaerican  i  ciple:  ho  is  dcsin»us  of  obtaining  and  lutUKirg 
party  of  the  present  day.  I  propertv.     I  should  have  no  objccti'in  to  h'^ 

James  Jackstm  of  da.  said  : —  i  doing  tfiis  fnun  the  first  moment  he  sets  h's 

*'Ue  conceived  the  present  sub;e:-t  lo  be  «>f  i  foot  on  the  shore  in  America  ;  but  it  appears 
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%o  me  tli&t  we  onglit  to  be  cantious  how  we 
admit  foreieners  to  the  other  privileges  of  oiti- 
f  enship,  and  that  for  a  reason  not  yet  men- 
tioned; perhaps  it  may  allude  to  the  next 
generation  more  than  to  this ;  the  present 
inhabitants  were  most  of  them  here  when  we 
were  engaged  in  a  lon^  and  hazardous  war. 
They  have  been  active  m  rearing  up  the  pre- 
sent government,  and  feel,  perhaps,  a  laudable 
Tanity  in  having  effected  what  its  most  san- 

faine  friends  hardly  dared  to  contemplate. 
here  is  no  danger  of  these  people  losing 
what  they  so  greatly  esteem ;  but  the  admis- 
rion  of  ^reigners  to  all  places  of  government 
may  tiflbture  the  system  with  the  dregs  of 
their  former  habits,  and  corrupt  what  we  be- 
Ueve  the  most  pure  of  human  institutions.'' 

Here  we  have  the  principle  of  the  American 
party,  on  this  subject,  clearly  expounded  by 
patriots  of  the  earlier  and  better  days  of  the 
repubUfi.  The  act  of  1790  was  very  short 
and  simple  in  its  provisions.  The  substance 
of  it  is  embraced  in  the  clause  which  enacts, 

"  That  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person, 
who  shall  have  resided  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  may  bo  admitted  to 
l>ecome  a  citizen  thereof,  on  application  to  any 
common  law  court  of  record  in  an^  one  of  the 
states  wherein  he  shall  have  resided  for  the 
term  of  one  year  at  least,  and  making  proof 
to  the  satisfaction  of  such  court  that  he  is  a 
person  of  good  character,  and  taking  the  oath 
or  affirmation  prescribed  by  law  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  oath 
or  affirmation  such  court  shall  administer.'^ 

This  act  was  passed  at  a  time  when  the 
population  of  the  United  States  was  but  little 
more  than  three  millions,  scattered  mainly 
along  the  sea  coasts,  when  we  had  boundless 
wastes  of  unsettled  territory  comparatively 
imexploied,  and  when  along  our  wnole  west- 
cam  frontier  we  were  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  sava^  enemies,  wno  required  a  strong 
force  to  Keep  them  in  check.  There  was  then 
©very  motive  to  extend  inducements  to  foreign- 
ers to  emigrate  to  this  country,  to  strengthen 
us  against  foreign  and  domestic  enemies,  and 
to  suodue  and  bring  into  cultivation  our  wild 
and  unsettled  domain.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
surprise,  therefore,  that  the  law  was  so  hwsely 
drawn  as  not  even  to  require  a  renunciation 
by  the  applicant  of  his  allegiance  to  his  native 
sovereign. 

A  very  few  years,  however,  sufficed  to  show 
the  mistake  that  had  been  committed.  In 
1793,  citizen  Genet,  the  representative  of 
French  Democracy,  came  to  tnis  country,  and 
commenced  a  series  of  intrigues  and  proceed- 
ings, in  violation  of  our  obligations  of  neu- 
trality, and  intended  to  involve  us  in  a  war 
with  England.  By  his  artifices  he  raised  up 
a  strong  French  party  in  the  country,  ana 
when  Gen.  Washington  and  Mr.  Jefferson  in- 
terfered to  arrest  bis  unlawful  proceedings, 
he  boldly  denounced  them  both,  and  threat- 
ened to  ''appeal  from  the  President  to  the 
people."  Much  excitement  ensued,  for  foreign 


influenee  had  been  brought  to  bear  with  fear- 
ful power  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
nothing  but  the  firmness  of  Washington  and 
the  veneration  which  was  felt  for  his  charao* 
tor,  could  have  stayed  the  angry  storm.  This 
seems  to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  Congress. 

In  1795,  a  much  more  stringent  naturaliza- 
tion law  was  passed,  which  required  the  ap- 
plicant to  make,  1st.  A  declaration,  tbret* 
years  before  hb  admission,  that  it  was  his 
purpose  to  become  a  citizen — and  to  renounce 
for  ever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any 
foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sovereignt^r, 
whereof  such  alien  may  at  that  time  be  a  citi- 
zen or  subject.  2d.  Ue  was  required,  when 
admitted,  to  take  an  oath  "that  he  has  re- 
sided within  the  United  States  five  years  at 
least,"  and  one  year  within  the  state  or  terri- 
tory in  which  he  applied — and  the  court  was 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration 
— and  he  was  required  further  to  swear  "  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  ho  doth  absolutely  and  entirely  re- 
nounce and  a])jure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity 
to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or 
sovereignty  whatsoever,  and  particularly  by 
name  the  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sove- 
reignty, whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or 
subject." 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussion  of  this 
bill,  many  sound  American  sentiments  were 
expressed,  which  precisely  accord  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  American  party  of  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Samuel  Dexter,  jun.,  of  Mass.  led  off  in  the 
debate,  expressed  himself  opposed  "to  the 
facility  witn  which,  under  the  existing  laws, 
aliens  may  acquire  citizenship."  He  moved 
to  strike  out  two  years,  as  provided  in  the  law 
of  1790. 

John  Page  of  Va.,  althou|^h  in  general  very 
friendly  to  naturalization,  said :  "  He  approved 
the  design  of  the  mover,  because  he  thought 
nothing  more  desirable  than  to  see  good  order, 
public  virtue,  and  true  morality  constituting 
the  character  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  without  morality,  and  indeed  a  general 
sense  of  religion,  a  republican  government 
cannot  flourish,  nay,  cannot  long  exist,  since, 
without  them,  disorders  will  arise  which  the 
strong  arm  of  powerful  governments  can  alone 
correct  or  retrieve." 

Mr.  Dexter  said  : — 

'*  America,  if  her  political  institutions  should 
on  experience  be  found  to  be  wisely  adjusted, 
and  she  shall  improve  her  national  advantages, 
had  opened  to  her  view  a  more  rich  and  glori- 
ous prospect  than  ever  was  presented  to  man. 
She  had  chosen  for  herself  a  government  which 
left  to  the  citizens  as  great  a  portion  of  freedom 
as  was  consistent  with  a  social  compact.  All 
believed  the  preservation  of  this  government 
in  its  purity  indispensable  to  the  continuanee 
of  our  happiness.  The  foundation  on  which 
it  rested  was  general  intelligence  and  public 
virtue ;  in  other  words,  wisdom  to  discern,  and 

Eatriotism  to  pursue  the  general  gpod.    He 
ad  pride,  and  he  gloried  in  it,  in  believing  his 
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progressed  in  the  examination  of  the  proposi* 
lions  of  the  American  Pt^rty,  nothing  has  yet 
been  discovered  in  conflict  with  *'  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom.'' 

'  No.  3. 

The  boon  of  citizenship  is  one  of  the  high- 
est privileges  which  any  country  can  be?*i<)\v 
on  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  another.  It 
carries  with  it  rights  and  duties  of  tlie  fljravoRt 
character.  It  im|>08e8  on  the  person  natural- 
used  the  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  it  confers  on  him  the  right  to  protection, 
in  his  person  and  property,  by  the  whole 
power  of  the  government.  It  is  a  privilege 
which,  in  most  countries,  both  ancient  and 
modem,  was  and  is  conferred  with  great  cau- 
tion. "  Among  the  Romans  it  was  a  mark  of 
great  distinction,  prized  as  of  the  highest 
Talue ;  and  the  simple  announcement  by  an 
individual,  "  I  am  a  Roman  citizen !"  was  a 
passport  to  respect  throughout  the  world.  In 
our  country  this  privilege  has  been  granted 
more  freely  than  m  any  other,  and  I  think 
there  is  a  growing  conviction  in  the  public 
mind  that  it  has  l:^en  rendered  too  cheap.  I 
have  had  neither  the  time  nor  means  to  make 
a  complete  investigation  of  the  subject  of  na- 
turalization by  the  colonies  and  states,  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  But 
I  will  furnish  a  few  striking  incidents. 

The  42d  section  of  the  constitution  of  New 
York,  adopted  in  1777,  conferred  power  on 
the  legislature  of  that  state  to  naturalize 
foreigners,  but  with  the  following  restriction : 

"  Provided,  all  such  persons  so  to  l>e  by  them 
naturalized,  as  being  born  in  parts  beyond 
sea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of  Amoricn, 
shall  come  to  settle  in,  and  become  subjects 
of  this  state,  shall  take  an  oath  of  alle;;ianco 
to  this  state,  and  abjure  and  renounce  all  alle- 
giance and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign 
king,  prince,  potentate,  and  state,  in  all  mat- 
ters ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil."  See  Kent 
Com.  v.  2,  p.  73. 

From  this  clause  it  will  be  seen  that  Xew 
York,  at  that  early  day,  went  a  Iwiw-shot  be- 
yond the  American  ]»arty — she  requiring  a 
renunciation  of  ecclesiuJiitical  and  civil  allegi- 
ance, whilst  the  Americans  doinand  only  a 
renunciation  of  civil  or  temporal  allegiance. 

By  act  of  1779,  Maryland  rojiuired  the  ap- 
plicant for  naturalizati(m  to  sul»scril)o  a  decla- 
ration of  his  belief  in  the  Christian  religion, 
and  to  take,  repeat,  and  siil)8cril)e  an  oath  of 
fidelity,  and  that  *'  I  do  not  hold  myself  hound 
to  yield  allegiance  or  obedience  to  any  king 
or  prince,  or  any  state  or  government." 

The  first  law  of  the  United  States  on  this 
subject  of  naturalization,  was  anj)roved  2()th 
March,  1790.  The  hill  was  wittiout  any  op- 
position in  either  House  of  Congress,  but  a 
number  of  members  availc«l  theinselve.H  of  the 
opportunity  to  ex[)rcss  sentiments  whieh  are 
almost  iJentical  with  those  oJ*  liio  Auierirau 
party  of  the  present  day. 

James  Jackson  of  (%a.  saiil :  — 

*'He  conceived  the  present  sul«;e;'t  to  be  of 


high  importanoe  to  the  respectability  and 
character  of  the  American  name;  the  vene- 
ration he  had  for,  and  the  attachment  he  liad 
to  this  country,  made  him  extremely  anxious 
to  preserve  its  gcKMi  fame  from  injury.  He 
hoped  to  see  the  title  of  a  citizen  of  America 
as  nighly  venerated  and  respected  as  a  citizen 
of  old  Rome.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
rather  than  have  the  common  class  of  vagrant)-, 
paupers,  and  outcasts  of  Europe,  that  we  hiul 
tetter  be  as  we  are,  and  trust  to  the  natunil 
increase  of  our  population  for  inhabitants.  If 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  S.  C. 
should  obtain,  sucn  people  will  find  an  easy 
admission  indeed  to  the  rights  of  citizenship ; 
much  too  easy  for  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  America.  Nay,  sir,  the  terms  required  by 
the  bill  on  the  table  are,  in  my  mind,  too 
easy.  I  think  before  a  man  is  admitted  tu 
enjoy  the  high  and  inestimable  privilege  of 
a  citizen  of  America,  that  something  more 
than  a  mere  residence  among  us  is  necessary. 
I  think  he  ought  to  pass  some  time  in  a  state 
of  probation,  and  at  the  end  of  the  time  1»e 
able  to  bring  testimonials  of  a  proper  and  de- 
fcent  behavior.  No  man,  who  wcaild  be  a 
credit  to  the  community,  would  think  sucli 
terms  difficult  or  indelicate ;  if  bad  men  should 
be  dissatisfied  on  this  account,  and  should  de- 
cline to  immigrate,  the  regulation  will  have  a 
beneficial  eflect,  for  we  had  better  keep  such 
out  of  the  country  than  admit  them  into  it.'* 

Theodore  Sedgwick  of  Mass.  in  the  same 
debate  said : — 

"  lie  was  against  the  indiscriminate  admis- 
sion of  foreigners  to  the  highest  rights  of  hu- 
man nature,  upon  terms  so  ineomj>eteiit  t«» 
secure  the  society  from  being  overrun  by  tl.e 
offcasts  of  Europe;  besi<les,  the  polity  '.f 
settling  the  vacant  territory  by  immigratii'n 
is  of  a  doubtful  nature.  *  *  ^ 

The  citizens  of  America  preferred  this  cov.r.- 
try,  because  it  is  to  be  prefcrn^d ;  the  liLc 
principle  he  wished  might  ]>c  held  bye^e'-y 
man  who  came  from  Europe  to  rcHi<lc  her" : 
but  there  were  at  least  some  grounds  to  f(::r 
the  contrary;  their  sensation^,  iinpr(.'gnal*  «I 
with  prejudices  of  education,  ac(|uired  uiwler 
monarchical  and  aristocratical  gnvorninents 
may  deprive  them  of  that  wi^h  for  jairo  il'- 
publicanisni,  which  is  necessary,  in  m-ilor  :<• 
taste  its  benelicence  with  that  niagnilude 
which  wo  feel  on  the  occasion.  S«iine  kinil 
of  probation,  as  it  is  termcil,  is  absohitelv 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  i'eel  ainl  be  sensi- 
ble cf  the  blessing — without  that  probation, 
we  should  be  sorry  to  see  tlicin  cx^icise  a 
right  which  we  have  so  gloriously  sti'ug^le<l 
to  attain." 

Michael  J.  Stone  of  ]\M.  said: — 

**  A  foreigner,  who  comes  here,  is  n<'t  de^-i- 

nms    of    interfering   immediately    with    «»;ir 

politics,  nor  is  it  proper  that  he  slmuld.     Tiis 

immigration  is  governed  by  a  different  jtrin- 

ciple:  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  and  hobl!i?i» 

i  pn>perty.     I  should  have  no  objection  to  his 

i  doing  tfiis  from  the  first  moment  he  sets  l.'s 

;  fii»t  on  the  shore  in  America  ;  but  it  apiciirs 
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%o  me  that  we  ought  to  be  cantioas  how  we 
admit  foreisners  to  the  other  privileges  of  citi- 
f  enehip,  and  that  for  a  reason  not  yet  men- 
tioned; perhaps  it  may  allade  to  the  next 
eeneration  more  than  to  this ;  the  present 
inhabitants  were  most  of  them  here  when  we 
were  engaged  in  a  long  and  hazardous  war. 
They  have  been  active  m  rearing  up  the  pre- 
sent government,  and  feel,  perhaps,  a  laudable 
ranity  in  having  effected  what  its  most  san- 

faine  friends  hardly  dared  to  contemplate. 
here  is  no  danger  of  these  people  losing 
what  they  so  greatly  esteem ;  but  the  admis- 
sion of  foreigners  to  all  places  of  government 
may  tiflbture  the  system  with  the  dregs  of 
their  former  habits,  and  corrupt  what  we  be- 
Ueve  the  most  pure  of  human  institutions.'' 

Here  we  have  the  principle  of  the  American 
party,  on  this  subiect,  clearly  expounded  by 
patriots  of  the  earlier  and  better  days  of  the 
repubUfi.  The  act  of  1790  was  very  short 
and  simple  in  its  provisions.  The  substance 
of  it  is  embraced  in  the  clause  which  enacts, 

"  That  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person, 
who  shall  have  resided  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  may  bo  admitted  to 
become  a  citizen  thereof,  on  application  to  any 
eommon  law  court,  of  record  in  an^  one  of  the 
states  wherein  he  shall  have  resided  for  the 
term  of  one  year  at  least,  and  making  proof 
to  the  satisfaction  of  such  court  that  he  is  a 
person  of  ^ood  character,  and  taking  the  oath 
or  affirmation  prescribed  by  law  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  oath 
or  affirmation  such  court  shall  administer.'' 

This  act  was  passed  at  a  time  when  the 
population  of  the  United  States  was  but  little 
more  than  three  millions,  scattered  mainly 
along  the  sea  coasts,  when  we  had  boundless 
wastes  of  unsettled  territory  comparatively 
unexploied,  and  when  along  our  whole  west- 
cam  frontier  we  were  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  savage  enemies,  wno  required  a  strong 
force  to  keep  them  in  check.  There  was  then 
every  motive  to  extend  inducements  to  forocgn- 
cra  to  emigrate  to  this  country,  to  strengthen 
iu  against  foreign  and  domestic  enemies,  and 
to  subdue  and  bring  into  cultivation  our  wild 
and  unsettled  domain.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
surprise,  therefore,  that  the  law  was  so  loosely 
drawn  as  not  even  to  require  a  renunciation 
by  the  applicant  of  his  allegiance  to  his  native 
sovereign. 

A  very  few  years,  however,  sufficed  to  show 
the  mistake  that  had  been  committed.  In 
1793,  citizen  Genet,  the  representative  of 
French  Democracy,  came  to  tnis  country,  and 
commenced  a  series  of  intrigues  and  proceed- 
ings, in  violation  of  our  obligations  of  neu- 
trality, and  intended  to  involve  us  in  a  war 
with  England.  By  his  artifices  he  raised  up 
a  strong  French  party  in  the  country,  ana 
when  Gen.  Washington  and  Mr.  Jefferson  in- 
terfered to  arrest  bis  unlawful  proceedings, 
he  boldly  denounced  them  both,  and  threat- 
ened to  ''appeal  from  the  President  to  the 
people."  Much  excitement  ensued,  for  foreign 


influence  had  been  brought  to  bear  with  fear- 
ful power  on  the  minds  of  the  pteoplo,  and 
nothing  but  the  firmness  of  Washington  and 
the  veneration  which  was  felt  for  his  charao* 
tor,  could  have  stayed  the  angry  storm.  This 
seems  to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  Congress. 

In  1795,  a  much  more  stringent  naturaliza- 
tion law  was  passed,  which  required  the  ap- 
plicant to  make,  1st.  A  declaration,  three 
years  before  his  admission,  that  it  was  his 
purpose  to  become  a  citizen — and  to  renounce 
for  ever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any 
foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sovereignt^r. 
whereof  such  alien  may  at  that  time  be  a  citi- 
zen or  subject.  2d.  He  was  required,  when 
admitted,  to  take  an  oath  ''that  ho  has  re- 
sided within  the  United  States  five  years  at 
least,"  and  one  year  within  the  state  or  terri- 
torv  in  which  he  applied — and  the  court  was 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration 
— and  he  was  reouired  furtlier  to  swear  "  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and  entirely  re- 
nounce and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity 
to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or 
sovereignty  whatsoever,  and  particularly  by 
name  the  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sove- 
reignty, whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or 
subject." 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussion  of  this 
bill,  many  sound  American  sentimente  were 
expressea,  which  precisely  accord  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  American  party  of  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Samuel  Dexter,  jun.,  of  Mass.  led  off  in  the 
debate,  expressed  himself  opposed  "to  the 
facility  witn  which,  under  the  existing  laws, 
aliens  may  acquire  citizenship."  He  moved 
to  strike  out  two  years,  as  provided  in  the  law 
of  1790. 

John  Page  of  Va.,  although  in  general  very 
friendly  to  naturalization,  said :  "  lie  approved 
the  design  of  the  mover,  because  he  thought 
nothing  more  desirable  than  to  see  good  oroer, 
public  virtue,  and  true  morality  constituting 
the  character  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  without  morality,  and  indeed  a  general 
sense  of  religion,  a  republican  government 
cannot  flourish,  nay,  cannot  lon^  exist,  since, 
without  them,  disorders  will  arise  which  the 
strong  arm  of  powerful  governments  can  alone 
correct  or  retrieve." 

Mr.  Dexter  said  : — 

"America,  if  her  political  institutions  should 
on  experience  be  found  to  be  wisely  adjusted, 
and  she  shall  improve  her  national  advantages, 
had  opened  to  her  view  a  more  rich  and  glori- 
ous prospect  than  ever  was  presented  to  man. 
She  nad  chosen  for  herself  a  government  which 
left  to  the  citizens  as  great  a  portion  of  freedom 
as  was  consistent  with  a  social  compact.  All 
believed  the  preservation  of  this  government 
in  its  purity  indispensable  to  the  continuance 
of  our  happiness.  The  foundation  on  which 
it  rested  was  general  intelligence  and  public 
virtue ;  in  other  words,  wisdom  to  discern,  and 

Eatriotism  to  pursue  the  general  good.    He 
ad  pride,  and  he  gloried  in  it,  in  believing  hb 
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tsoantrjm^m  more  wise  and  virtaons  ihan  any 
other  people  on  earth ;  henoe  he  beliored  them 
better  qualified  to  adminiBter  and  support  a 
republican  government.  This  character  of 
Americans  was  the  result  of  earl^  education, 
liidod  indeed  by  the  discipline  oi  the  revolu- 
tion." 

'*  Much  information  [he  said]  might  be  ob- 
tained by  the  experience  of  others,  if,  in  de- 
spite of  it,  we  were  not  determined  to  be  guided 
only  by  a  visionary  theory.  The  ancient  re- 
publics of  Greece  and  Rome  Fsaid  he],  see 
with  what  jealousy  thev  euarded  the  ricnts  of 
etti&enship  against  adulteration  by  forci^ 
mixture.  The  Swiss  nation  [he  said],  in 
modem  times,  had  not  been  less  jealous  on  the 
same  subject.  Indeed,  no  example  could  be 
found,  in  the  history  of  man,  to  authorize  the 
experiment  which  had  been  made  by  the 
United  States.  It  seemed  to  have  been  adont- 
ed  by  universal  practice  as  a  maxim,  that  tne 
republican  character  was  in  no  way  to  be 
formed  but  by  early  education.  In  some  in- 
stances, to  form  this  character,  those  propen- 
sities which  are  generally  considered  as  al- 
most irresistible,  were  appeased  and  subdued. 
Aind  shall  we  [he  asked  J  alone  adopt  the  rash 
theory,  that  the  subjects  of  all  governments, 
despotic,  monarchical,  and  aristocratical,  are, 
•s  soon  as  they  set  foot  on  American  ^und, 
qualified  to  participate  in  administering  the 
sovereignty  of  our  country  ?  Shall  we  hold 
the  benefits  of  American  citizenship  so  cheap 
as  to  invite,  nay,  to  almost  bribe,  the  discon- 
tented, the  ambitious,  and  the  avaricious  of 
every  country,  to  accept  them  ?" 

>It.  Wm.  Vans  Murray  of  Maryland,  de- 
clared : — 

'*  He  was  quite  indifibrcnt  if  not  fifty  emi- 
f^rants  came  into  this  country  in  a  year's 
time.  It  would  be  unjust  to  hinder  them,  but 
inipoUtic  to  encourage  them.  He  was  afraid 
that  coming  from  a  quarter  of  the  world  so 
full  of  disorder  and  corruption,  they  might 
contaminate  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the 
American  character." 

Mr.  Ezokiel  Gilbert  of  New  York  said : — 

**  The  terms  of  residence,  before  admitting 
aliens,  ought  to  be  very  much  longer  than  that 
mentioned  in  the  bill." 

Mr.  Theodore  Sedgwick  of  Massachusetts 
said ; — 

**•  He  agreed  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gilbert.  lie 
wished  that  a  method  could  be  found  of  per- 
mitting aliens  to  possess  and  transmit  pro- 
perty, without  at  tne  same  time  giving  them 
a  right  to  vote." 

No.  4. 

My  last  number  was  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  naturalization  laws  of  1790 
and  1795,  and  the  opinions  expressed  by  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  whilst  those  bills  were 
under  consideration.  I  oome  now  to  the  law 
of  1798. 

Between  1793  and  1798  our  country  had 
been  the  scene  of  great  excitement     The! 


people  seemed  to  lose  sight  of  their  own  affium 
m  their  anxiety  about  the  questions  which 
agitated  Europe  to  its  centre.  There  were 
two  great  parties  in  the  public  councils,  and 
amongst  the  people ;  one  of  which  was  partial 
to  England,  and  the  other  to  France.  Foreign- 
ers fl(^ed  to  our  shores  and  openly  attempted 
to  control  the  politics  of  the  country. 

Under  circumstances  like  these,  the  law  of 
1795  was  found  to  be  inefficient,  and  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  frame  one  better  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,— extending 
the  term  of  residence  before  naturalization  to 
fourteen  years,  and  requiring  the  applicant  at 
the  time  of  making  his  declaration  t»  ^ter  on 
the  record  a  description  of  his  person,  aj^,  oc- 
cupation, nativity,  &c.,  so  as  to  establish  hi« 
identity,  and  to  prevent  imposition  by  a  frau- 
dulent use  of  his  papers.  This  certificate  waa 
to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

This  bill  was  fully  discussed  by  many  dis- 
tinguished men,  but  having  devoted  so  much 
space  already  to  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I 
cannot  extract  largely  from  that  debate.  There 
is  one  speech,  however,  which  contains  so  able 
an  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can party,  that  I  cannot  for  Lear  from  givine  a 
paragraph  or  two  from  it.  I  allude  to  Uie 
speecn  of  Robert  Goodloe  Harper.    He  said  i — 

"He  believed  that  it  was  high  time  we 
should  recover  from  the  mistake  which  the 
country  fell  into,  when  it  first  began  to  form 
its  constitutions,  of  admitting  forciguera  to 
citizenship.  This  mistake,  he  believed,  had 
been  productive  of  very  great  evils  to  this 
country,  and  unlens  corrected,  he  was  appre- 
hensive thcso  evils  would  greatly  increase. 
He  believed  the  time  was  now  come  when  it 
would  be  prr)pcr  to  declare  that  nothing  but 
birth  should  entitle  a  man  to  citizenship  in 
this  country.  lie  thought  this  was  a  proper 
season  for  making  a  <leclaration.  He  believed 
the  United  States  hod  experience  enough  to 
cure  them  of  the  folly  of  believing  that  the 
strength  and  happiness  of  the  country  would 
be  promoted  by  aamitting  to  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship all  the  congregations  of  people  who 
resort  to  these  shores  from  every  part  of  the 
world.  Under  these  impressions,  which,  at 
he  supposed  they  would  have  the  same  forc« 
upon  others  as  upon  himself,  he  should  not 
detain  the  committee  by  dilating  upon, — ^lie 
proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding 
to  it  the  following  words,  viz. :  '  that  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  preventing 
any  person  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  except  by  birth.' 
Mr.  Harper  said  he  was  for  giving  foreigners 
every  facility  of  acquiring  property,  of  holding 
property,  of  raising  their  families,  and  of  trans- 
lemn^  their  property  to  their  families.  He 
was  willing  they  should  form  citizens  for  us ; 
but  as  to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  he  was  not 
willing  they  should  be  ei\joyed,  except  by  per- 
sons born  in  this  country.  He  did  not  think 
even  this  was  desirable  by  the  persona  then^ 
selves.    Why,  he  asked,  cud  foreignerB  aeek  % 
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ff«mdeiiee  in  this  coantry?  He  supposed  it 
was  either  to  better  their  condition  or  to  live 
under  a  government  better  and  more  free  than 
the  one  they  had  left.  But  was  it  necessary 
these  persons  should  at  once  become  entitled 
to  take  a  part  in  the  concerns  of  the  govern- 
ment ?  He  believed  it  was  by  no  means  neces- 
sarv,  either  to  their  happiness  or  prosperity, 
and  he  was  sore  it  would  not  tend  to  the  hap- 
piness of  this  country.  If  the  native  citizens 
are  not  indeed  adequate  to  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  government,  it  might  be  expedi- 
ent to  invite  legislators  or  voters  from  other 
countries  to  do  that  business  for  which  they 
themselves  are  not  qualified.  But  if  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  who  owe  their  birth  to  it, 
are  adequate  to  all  the  duties  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  could  not  see  for  what  reason  stran- 
gers should  be  admitted ;  strangers,  who,  how- 
ever acceptable  they  may  be  in  other  respects, 
could  not  have  the  same  views  and  attachments 
with  native  citizens.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  was  convinced  it  was  an  essential 
policy,  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  civil  society, 
that  no  foreigner  should  be  permitted  to  take 
a  part  in  the  government.  There  might  have 
Y)een,  Mr.  H.  acknowledged,  individual  excep- 
tions, and  there  might  be  again,  to  this  rule, 
but  it  was  necessary  to  make  regulations 
jiToneral,  and  he  believed  the  danger  arising 
from  admitting  foreigners,  generally,  to  citi- 
Ken.ihip,  would  be  greater  than  the  inconveni- 
K^mea  arising  from  debarring  from  citizenship 
the  most  deserving  foreigners.  He  believed 
it  would  have  been  well  for  this  country,  if 
the  principle  contained  in  this  amendment 
had  k>een  adopted  sooner;  he  hoped  it  would 
n.iw  be  adopted." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Harper  went 
further  than  the  American  party  now  propose 
t>)  go,  and  that  too,  at  a  time  when  the  practi- 
rnl  evil  was  not  of  one-tenth  the  magnitude  it 
has  now  attained.  Yet  who  questions  his 
patriotism?  Who  dreamed  that  he  was  ar- 
rayed against  the  **  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom  V* 

In  the  same  debate  Wm.  Craik,  of  Maryland, 
said: — 

'*  He  was  disposed  to  go  much  further  than 
is  proposed  in  the  bill,  in  restricting  aliens 
from  oecoming  citizens  of  this  country.  He 
should  have  no  objection  to  say  that  no  fo- 
reigner coming  in  this  country  after  this  time 
•faiul  ever  become  a  citizen.'' 

James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  said : — 

"  Aliens  cannot  be  considered  as  members 
of  the  society  of  the  United  States.  Our  laws 
are  passed  on  the  ground  of  our  policy,  and 
whatever  is  granted  to  aliens  is  a  mere  matter 
of  favor,  and  if  it  is  taken  away  they  have  no 
riffht  to  complain/' 

upon  the  general  principle  of  discouraging 
exeessive  immigration,  I  ^nll,  on  this  branch 
of  the  question,  quote  but  one  other  authority, 
and  that  is  from  the  writings  of  Thomas  Jef- 
wnon. 

Candor  compels  me  to  admit  that,  when  Mr. 
JiAnwm  becttfne  a  candidate  for  ^e  Preei- 
19 


dency,  he  relaxed  his  opposition  to  foreigners 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  that  after 
his  election  he  recommended  a  change  in  the 
law  of  1798,  which  had  been  passed  under  the 
administration  of  his  great  rival  and  political 
antagonist,  John  Adams,  so  as  to  reduoe  the 
term  of  residence  to  five  years. 

But  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Jefferson's  calm 
judgment  in  1781,  when  he  wrote  his  Notes 
on  Virginia,  and  his  practice  whilst  President, 
as  I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  show, 
conformed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  American 
party.    In  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  he  says  :^- 

'*  Every  species  of  government  has  its  speci- 
fic principle.  Ours  are  more  peculiar  than 
those  of  any  other  in  the  universe.  It  is  a 
composition  of  the  freest  principles  of  the 
English  constitution,  with  otners  derived  from 
natural  right  and  natural  reason.  To  theee 
nothing  can  be  more  opposed  than  the  maxims 
of  abHolute  monarchy — ^yet  from  such  we  are 
to  expect  the  greatest  numl^er  of  immigrants. 
They  will  bring  with  them  the  principles  of 
the  government  they  imbibed  in  their  early 
youth ;  or  if  able  to  throw  tliem  off,  it  wiU  be 
in  exchange  for  an  unbounded  licentiousness, 
passing,  as  is  usual,  from  one  extreme  to  an- 
other. It  would  be  a  miracle  were  they  to  stop 
precisely  at  the  point  of  temperate  liberty. 
These  principles,  with  their  language,  they 
will  transmit  to  their  children.  In  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  they  will  share  with  as  the 
legislation.  They  will  infuse  into  it,  warp 
and  bias  its  direction,  and  render  it  a  hetero- 
geneous, incoherent,  and  distracted  mass.  I 
may  appeal  to  experience  during  the  present 
contest  for  a  verification  of  these  conjectures. 
But  if  they  be  not  certain  in  event,  are  they 
not  probable  ?     Is  it  not  safer  to  wait  with 

{>atience  twenty-seven  years  and  three  months 
onger  for  the  attainment  of  any  degree  of 
population  desired  or  expected?  May  not 
our  government  be  more  homogeneous,  more 
peaceful,  more  durable?  Suppose  twenty 
millions  of  republican  Americans  thrown  all 
of  a  sudden  into  France,  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  tliat  kingdom  7  If  it  would  be 
more  turbulent,  less  nappy,  less  strong,  we 
may  believe  that  tlie  addition  of  half  a  million 
of  ibreigners  to  our  present  numbers  would 
produce  a  similar  effect  here." 

In  1797,  Mj.  Jefferson  was  quite  as  emphatie 
and  much  more  practical  in  his  opposition  to 
forel^ers.  In  a  petition  to  the  legislature  of 
Virginia,  which  he  prepared  in  that  year,  he 
said :  **  And  your  petitioners  further  submit  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  whether  the 
safety  of  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
in  their  persons,  their  property,  their  laws 
and  government,  does  not  require  that  the 
capacity  to  act  in  the  important  office  of  a 
juror,  grand  or  petty,  civil  or  criminal,  should 
be  restrained  in  ftiture  to  native  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  or  such  as  were  citizens  at 
the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace  which  closed 
our  revolutionary  war,  and  whether  the  ignor- 
ance of  our  laws,  and  natural  partiality  to  the 
countries  of  their  birth,  are  not  reasonable 
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ranses  for  declaring  this  to  be  one  of  the  rights 
incommunicable  in  future  to  adopted  citizens." 
— JefferBon'a  Writings,  v.  9,  p.  453. 

How  does  this  sound  in  the  ears  of  Demo- 
cracy? 

What  would  Mr.  J.  have  thought  if  he 
could  have  seen  the  day  arriye  when,  instead 
of  an  aggregate  of  half  a  million  of  foreign 
population,  there  would  be  an  annual  in- 
flux of  that  number,  of  the  worst  classes  of 
Europe  7 

Then,  indeed,  would  he  have  uttered,  with 
increased  earnestness,  the  sentiment  which  we 
find  in  one  of  his  letters : — 

*'  I  hope  we  may  find  some  means  in  future 
of  shielding  ourselves  from  foreign  influence — 
political,  commercial,  or  in  whatever  form  at- 
tempted. I  can  scarcely  withhold  myself  from 
joining  in  the  wish  of  Silas  Dean,  that  there 
were  an  ocean  of  fire  between  this  and  the  old 
world  I" 

How  it  must  horrify  the  'Anti- Americans 
of  the  present  day  to  find  that  the  first  and 
most  eloquent  teachers  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
American  party  were  the  sages  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  ! 

The  naturalization  laws  were  changed  in 
many  particulars  by  the  acts  of  1802,  1813, 
and  1816.  The  last-named  act  guarded  with 
peculiar  care  against  abuses,  by  introducing 
new  provisions,  which  made  the  identification 
of  the  applicant  more  certain,  and  required 
the  prooi  to  be  matter  of  record.  This  was  a 
most  valuable  feature  in  the  law.  It  reouirod 
that  the  applicant  should,  when  he  macie  his 
declaration,  file  a  description  of  himself  so 
minute  as  to  clearly  establish  his  identity, 
aud  when  he  o))tained  his  certificate  of  natu- 
ralization this  description  was  incorporated 
into  it  aud  constituted  part  of  it.  The  law 
al^  provided  that  the  date  of  the  recorded 
declaration  should  be  the  evidence  of  the 
commencement  of  residence  of  five  years. 
The  effect  of  this  was  to  exclude  parol  evi- 
dence on  this  point,  and  thereby  to  prevent 
fraud  and  perjury. 

In  May,  1828,  this  law  was  altered  so  as  to 
strike  out  the  provisions  requiring  the  appli- 
cation to  be  entered  of  record  five  years  befSire 
naturalization.  The  object  was  to  dispense 
with  record  evidence,  and  to  substitute  the 

Sarol  testimony  of  witnesses  1^  prove  resi- 
ence.  This  change  in  the  law  was  made  a 
few  months  before  an  exciting  Presidential 
election.  One  of  those  who  urged  the  change 
was  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  had,  on  a  private  oc- 
casion, admonished  his  countrymen  against 
the  dangers  of  foreign  influence.  That  change 
was  doubtless  made  to  conciliate  the  foreign 
v<>te,  and  in  all  probability  had  that  effect. 
As  might  have  been  anticipated,  it  threw  open 
a  wide  door  for  fraud,  and  it  has  brought  upon 
The  country  a  train  of  evils  the  ma^itude  of 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive. 

The  American  party  now  propose  to  guard 
acainst  these  frauds,  not  only  by  an  extension 
of  the  time  of  residence,  but  by  restoring  the 
proyision  of  the  acts  of  1798  and  1816,  re- 


quiring reoord  instead  of  parol  proof  of  Mtoal 
residence  for  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

No  man  at  all  familiar  with  the  proceedings 
of  courts  of  justice,  can  have  failed  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  facility  with  which  such 
proof  is  now  obtained,  and  to  be  shocked  with 
the  perjury  in  such  cases  which  is  hardly  dis- 
guised. Gangs  of  men  come  to  the  witneee- 
box  and  swear  for  each  other,  with  as  much 
readiness  as  they  would  go  through  any  other 
mere  matter  of  form. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  in  regard 
to  the  existence  of  fraud  of  this  character. 
We  all  remember  the  celebrated  case  of  the 
Plaquemine  frauds,  when  1044  votes  were  cast 
in  a  district  which  contained  but  400  voters. 
We  also  rememl)er  the  other  frauds  of  1844, 
which  became  the  subject  of  investigation 
before  the  Senate  of  Louisiana  on  an  inn 
peachmcnt  of  Benj.  G.  Elliott,  judge  of  the 
City  Court  of  the  city  of  Lafayette.  Upon  the 
trial  it  was  discovered  that  the  judge  had 
fraudulently  issued  1748  false  certificatea  of 
naturalization,  and,  being  duly  convicted,  he 
was  removed  from  office. 

Similar  frauds  have  been  practised  to  a 
very  great  extent  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia^ 
and  New  York. 

In  1844  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  a^ 
tention  of  Congress,  and  on  the  27th  January, 
1845,  Mr.  Berrien,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  elaborate  report  accom- 
panied hj  voluminous  testimony  taken  at  dif- 
ferent points,  to  establish  the  frauds.  This 
report  will  be  found  in  Sen.  Doc.  173,  2d  ses- 
sion of  28th  Congress.  Five  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  it  is  a  smgular  circumHtaoce  tnat  the 
printing  of  the  extra  copies  of  the  report  was 
ordered  by  a  strictly  party  vote — every  Demo- 
crat in  the  Senate  votinc;  against  it ! 

The  commissioners  who  were  appointed  to 
take  the  testimony  reported  that  they  had 
summoned  indiscriminately  witnesses  of  both 
political  parties,  but  they  add,  "they  regret 
that  those  thus  subpoonaod  belonging  to  the 
Democratic  party  have  generally  omitted  or 
refused  to  attend !" 

This,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  a  significant 
fact. 

With  developments  like  these  before  us,  and 
when  there  is  reascm  to  ]»elieve  that  the  eleo- 
tions  in  1844,  both  in  Louisiana  and  New 
York»  were  carried  by  fniudulent  votes,  and 
that  the  issue  of  the  Presidential  election  was 
thereby  changed,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at^  that 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should  be 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  danger  and  degra- 
dation to  which  they  are  subjccte<l,  by  leaving 
the  "whole  policy" of  the  country  regulated 
and  controlled  by  the  fraudulent  conduct  of 
aliens  V 

What  good  man,  whether  he  Iw  a  native  or 
adopted  citizen,  will  withhold  his  aid  in  cor- 
recting abuses  like  these  ?  It  is  quite  as  im- 
portant to  the  conservative,  law-loving  natu- 
ralized citizens,  as  to  the  natives  of  the  country, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  only  noceasary 
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lo  Vring  the  ftictB  to  their  Imowledge,  to  secare 
their  o^ial  eo-operation  in  the  paSriotio  effort 
now  on  foot,  to  guard  againgt  similar  mischiefs 
in  fiiture. 

My  next  number  will  be  devoted  to  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  propriety  of  giving  a  prefer- 
ence to  native  citizens,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  appointment  and  election  to  public 
offices. 

No.  5. 

Having  presented  the  views  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  on  the  question  of  naturalization,  I 
proceed  now  to  consider  the  line  of  policy 
which  they  propose  to  adopt  in  regard  to 
elections  and  appointments  to  office. 

Their  general  proposition  is,  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  native  citizens  over  foreigners,  for 
all  places  of  public  trust.  They  do  not  nro- 
poee  an  absolute  and  entire  .exclusion  of  all 
uireigners,  but  a  mere  preference  for  natives, 
as  the  general  rule.  This  is  obvious  from  the 
language  of  the  3d  article  of  the  platform 
adopted  at  Philadelphia.  But  if  doubt  re- 
mained on  the  mind  of  any  one  as  to  the  true 
interpretation  of  that  article,  it  must  be  re- 
moved by  a  reference  to  the  5th  article,  which, 
in  terms,  recognises  the  selection  of  officers 
of  "foreign  birth." 

The  announcement  of  this  preference  of 
Americans  for  their  own  countrymen  has 
been  met  by  the  most  bitter  denunciations  by 
the  conrters  of  the  foreign  vote.  It  has  been 
declared  to  be  unjust,  proscriptivo,  and  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution; 
and  the  whole  vocabulary  of  vulgar  abuse 
has  been  exhausted,  by  demagogues  of  every 
^rade,  in  giving  expression  to  their  sentiments 
in  regard  to  it.  Without  being  in  the  slightest 
de^pree  ruffled  by  such  outpourings  of  vitupe- 
ration, let  us  now  inquire : — 

1.  Is  there  any  wrong,  as  a  question  of 
principle,  in  this  preference  for  natives  over 
forei^ers,  for  public  stations  ? 

2.  is  there  anything  in  it  contrary  to  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ? 

3.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  fathers  of 
the  republic  on  the  subject? 

1.  Is  it  wrong  in  principle  ?  Here  let  it  be 
remembered  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  legislate 
on  this  subject.  No  one  has  yet  suggested  the 
idea  of  enacting  a  law  to  exclude  mrei^ers 
from  o&ce.  Jdl  that  is  contemplated  is,  to 
awaken  and  to  organize  the  American  senti- 
ment of  the  country, — to  create  a  wholesome 
public  opinion,  which  will  operate,  alike  on 
the  people  and  the  government,  to  induce 
them,  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise 
and  the  power  of  appointment,  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  Americans  for  public  stations. 

What  will  be  the  effect  m  practice  ?  Every 
man  will  be  left  free  to  exercise  his  constitu- 
tional ri^ht  to  vote  as  he  may  deem  ri^ht. 
There  will  be  no  legal  restraint  upon  him. 
Ilia  own  discretion  and  sense  of  duty  will  be 
his  only  guides. — Well,  if,  in  the  exercise  of 
my  discretion,  I  do  not  choose  to  vote  for  a 
foreispMr,  has  any  one  a  right  to  complain  ? 


Do  I  wrong  anybody  by  voting  according  tt> 
the  dictates  of  my  own  conscience  and  judg- 
ment ?  Certainly  not.  It  is  of  the  very  es- 
sence of  freedom  that  I  shall  vote  according  to 
my  cwn  sense  of  right  and  duty,  without  dic- 
tation from  any  man.  And  if  I  have  the  right, 
has  not  my  neighbor,  or  any  number  of  my 
neighbors,  the  same  right  ?  A|^d  may  wo  not 
legitimately  compare  opinions — talk  the  mat- 
ter over  together,  and  agree  to  vote  in  the 
same  way  ?  Is  not  such  every  day's  practice  ? 
Is  it  not  the  very  basis  of  all  party  organiza- 
tion— that  men  who  think  alike  should  vote 
together  ?  Do  not  Whigs  and  Democrats  con- 
sult together  in  their  respective  primary  meet- 
ings, caucuses,  and  conventions,  and  agree  to 
vote  together,  so  as  to  accomplish  their  com- 
mon objects  by  concert  of  action?  Do  not 
Whigs  agree  to  vote  against  Democrats,  and 
Democrats  against  Whigs,  without  incurring 
the  censure  of  i^ny  one  f  And  why  may  not 
Americans  agree  to  vote  against  roreigners  ? 
Is  it  not  as  legitimate  to  vote  together  against 
foreigners,  as  against  our  own  countrymen  of 
the  opposite  political  party  ? — Was  it  not  as 
legitimate  for  our  fathers  to  fight  against  the 
Hessians  as  against  the  Tories,  when  they 
joined  in  a  common  warfare  on  our  liberty 
and  independence  ?  And  may  not  Americans 
of  the  present  day,  lawfully  and  rightfully, 
unite  their  votes  against  foreigners,  as  well 
as  against  the  Democrats,  who  use  them  to 
oppress  us  and  deprive  us  of  our  constitutional 
rights  ? 

Oh  I  but  this  is  proscription  I  Proscrip- 
tion ! — It  would  cause  a  smile — if  it  did  not 
provoke  a  graver  feeling — to  hear  such  a  word 
from  Democratic  lips  I  Verily,  our  adversap 
ries  should  take  the  beam  out  of  their  own 
eye  before  they  seek  to  remove  the  mote  from 
their  brother's  eye  1  They  talk  of  proscrfp- 
tion !  Was  it  no  proscription  in  them  to 
banish  every  Whig  from  tne  public  service, 
and  to  put  Democrats  in  their  places  ?  Was 
it  no  proscription  to  deny  to  73,000  voters, 
representing  near  half  a  million  of  Virginians, 
a  single  member  of  Congress — in  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  the  official  oaths  of 
the  legislators  who  gerrymandered  the  dis- 
tricts ?  It  is  true  we  now  have  one  represen- 
tative, but  that  is  not  through  their  justice, 
but  in  defiance  of  the  efforts  of  the  Democracy 
in  the  legislature  and  at  the  polls  to  prevent 
it!  Have  not  the  Democratic  organs  de- 
nounced fierce  and  unrelenting  warfare  on 
the  American  party?  Have  they  not  pro- 
claimed that  not  even  a  county  officer  of  the 
American  party  is  to  be  spared?  All,  with- 
out regard  to  qualification  or  public  service, 
are  to  be  doomcKi  to  official  decapitation  1  Has 
Gk)vernor  Wise  ever  appointed,  or  will  he  ever 
appoint,  one  of  the  73,300  American  voters,  to 
any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit  ?  And  yet, 
with  facts  like  these  staring  them  in  the  face, 
men  professing  to  be  Democrats — ^the  guar- 
dians of  popular  rights — ^have  the  hardmood 
to  cry  out  '*  proscription'^  against  Americans, 
because  they  love  and  trust  weir  own  country- 
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men  more  than  they  lore  and  trust  the  men 
of  other  countries  I 

What  is  Datriotism  but  the  love  of  our  own 
country?  Not  merely  the  love  of  its  broad 
plains,  its  beautiful  riyers,  its  lofly  moun- 
tains and  jnreen  hills  and  fertile  valleys,  but 
the  love  of  our  countrymen — of  the  gallant 
men  and  lovely  women,  who  constitute  the 
chief  element  of  the  country  which  we  are 
taught  in  infancy  it  is  our  highest  duty  to 
love,  and  serve,  and,  if  necessary,  to  die  for  1 
And  shall  we  forget  all  these  lessons  of  our 
childhood,  shall  we  obliterate  from  our  minds 
all  the  early  lessons  of  patriotism,  and  at  the 
bidding  of  demagogues— who  are  courtine 
foreign  votes,  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of 
their  selfish  purpNOses— adopt  the  notion  that 
patriotbm  is  a  crime,  and  tnat  it  is  a  duty  to 
love  foreigners  as  well,  or  better,  than  the 
sons  of  those  who  achieved  our  independence, 
and  established  our  liberties  ?  Long  may  it 
be  before  such  sentiments  find  a  response  in 
the  hearts  of  Virginians  1 

But  let  us  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether 
the  American  party  are  seeking  to  inaugurate 
H  new  principle,  unknown  to  our  fun£imen- 
tal  laws  and  at  war  with  their  spirit  ? 

The  principle  of  {jreference  of  natives  is  em 
bodied  in  our  constitutions,  both  federal  and 
state ;  and  in  the  latter  by  the  aid  of  the  vote 
of  Mr.  Wise  himself. 

No  foreigner  can,  by  the  organic  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  our  commonwealth, 
l»e  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Virginia  I 

This  great  American  principle  is  to  be  found 
in  both  these  instruments. 

Now  if  the  principle  be  wrong,  it  should  be 
stricken  out  of  both.  If  injustice  has  been 
done  to  our  adopted  citizens — if  the  '*  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom^'  has  been  invaded 
by  those  prohibitions,  then  they  ought  to  be 
expunged  from  our  fundamental  laws ! 

But  who  will  venture  to  make  the  proposi- 
tion ?  Not  Governor  Wise,  certainly,  for  he 
helped,  by  his  vote,  to  engraft  them  on  the 
constitution  of  Virginia  1 

It  is  apparent  therefore  that  the  principle 
IS  not  wn>ng,  and  the  complaint  must  be  not 
against  the  principle,  but  against  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  it  in  practice. 
Every  friend  of  the  Constitution  as  it  stands, 
must  concede  that  it  is  proper  to  profer  natives 
for  the  highest  executive  offices.  The  only  dis- 
pute is  vrhether  this  preference  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  inferior  officers.  Or  in  other  words 
the  question  sinks  from  one  of  principle  into 
one  of  expediency.  And  it  therefore  necessar 
rily  follows,  that  even  Mr.  Wise  and  his  party 
are  Americans  in  principle — and  the  only 
difference  between  them  and  the  American 
party  is  one  not  of  principle,  but  of  degree. 
They  are  not  ^uite  so  intensely  American  as 
we  are — that  is  all.  They  stop  at  the  half- 
way house,  while  we  go  to  the  end  of  our 
Journey ! 

The  noie  remark  applies  with  equal  force 


to  the  subject  of  natoralisatbn.  I  presume 
no  member  of  the  Democratic  j)arty  desires  a 
total  repeal  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
naturalization  laws.  No  one  asks  that  foreign- 
ers, immediately  on  their  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, may  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship without  some  probation.  I  have  yet 
to  meet  the  man,  of  imv  party,  who  contends 
for  that  proposition.  Tliere  are  few,  if  any, 
who  think  tnat  the  present  probation  of  five 
years  is  too  lon^. 

Bearing  this  m  mind,  let  us  pursue  the  sub- 
ject further. 

The  argument  against  the  American  party 
proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  they  propose 
to  do  injustice  to  foreigners.  Now  if  injustice 
is  ta  be  done,  it  must  be  by  infringing  some 
right  that  foreigners  possess.  This  IcmU  us 
to  inquire  if  they  have  any  right  whatever  to 
become  naturalized,  unless  we  choose  to  con- 
fer it  on  them  by  law  ?  No  jurist  will  con- 
tend that  they  have.  But  if  they  have  such 
a  right,  would  not  that  right  be  as  effectually 
invaded  by  a  restriction  of  five  years  as  by 
one  of  fifteen  or  twenty-one  years  ?  The  dif- 
ference would  only  be  one  of  degree.  The 
imposition  of  an  illegal  tax  of  five  cents  on  my 
property  is  as  much  a  violation  of  my  rights^ 
as  one  of  five  dollars  would  be.  And  so  a  re- 
striction on  my  natural  rights  for  five  yearsy 
is  as  palpably  unjust  as  one  of  twenty-one 
years.  The  one  may  be  more  burdensome 
than  the  other,  but  it  is  no  more  a  violation 
of  abstract  right.  If  then  the  Democracy  con- 
tend til  at  the  rights  of  foreigners  are  to  be 
violated  by  the  proposed  policy  of  the  Ameri- 
can party,  they  are  inevitably  driven,  by  tlieir 
own  argument,  to  contend  for  a  rcpoal  of  all 
restrictions.  But  they  will  assume  no  such  po- 
sition, for  they  know  that  naturalization  is  a 
mere  matter  of  favor,  which  any  government 
may  rightfully  grant  or  withhold  at  its  plea- 
sure, and  may  repeal  or  modify  as  circum- 
stances niav  render  expedient. . 

Thus  it  IS  clear  that  upon  this  point,  too. 
Mr.  Wise  and  his  party  do  not  differ  in  prin- 
ciple from  the  American  party.  They  will 
aaniit  the  right  to  impose  restrictions  on  for- 
eigners, and  the  expediency  of  doing  so.  They 
are  content  with  a  residence  of  five  years  as  a 
pre-requisite  to  citizenship ;  we  thin'k  that  too 
short  a  time,  and  contend  some  for  ten,  some 
for  fifteen,  and  some  for  twenty-one  years. 

Thus  the  whole  question  revolves  itself  into 
one  of  time,  and  not  of  principle.  The  ques- 
tion is  not  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  probation, 
but  as  to  the  length  of  that  probation  I 

It  is  consoling  to  the  American  party  thus, 
by  a  logical  analysis  of  the  matters  really  in 
issue  between  them  and  the  Democracy,  to  find 
the  latter  sanctioning  our  principles,  and  giv- 
ing as  the  weight  of  their  great  names,  on  our 
side  of  the  (question  1  Wo  are  happy  to  find 
them  recognising  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  the 
American  pai*ty,  and  we  confidently  antici- 
pate, that  alter  the  next  Presidential  election 
shall  have  revealed  the  fact,  that  their  foreign 
allies,  whom  they  have  so  aseiduottsly  oourtad. 


KADIMIT  UnSRI. 


JOfik  RapnbltoBiit,  tbej  will  onite  irith  tu 
mHi  natij  in  endonine  our  prinelplM,  Irat  mIm 
{■"klvoektiiig  onr  puiov ! 

I  fliliik  we  ma;  thembre  saftlj  assnme  thai 
than  ii  notUng  wrong  in  th«  abatnet  in  thii 
gfaat  ^Inefple  of  Americanimn — thii  idea  of 
IWtAiiing  our  eoontrj  and  our  own  conntry- 
man  tafiwdga  anntrioB  and  foreign  men — 
^a  fteHng  of  nationalit;  and  patriotiBm 
wUeh  prompt!  the  wish  that  "  Americani 
thaH  nlo  £mtir\ea  I"  We  mar  alw  aet  it 
dofn  tm  tn  admitted  fact,  that  it  is  not  op- 
pdMd  to  tta  prhimplea  or  spirit  of  our  fnnda- 
mebtal  bwi^  beoauM  we  find  it  inoorpoiated 
in  both  the  bdoral  and  elate  oonetitntionB — 
nrd  to  the  highert  oOoet  I 
u  and  (tate  goTsmraents. 
No.  0. 


to  mj  nattar  of  principle  or  polio;  connected 
wilk  Il»  adminiatrabon  of  the *  '• 


•tnuition  and  gnidBnce;  for,  however  ntnoh 
our  eonnti;  maj  have  pTogre»eed  in  the  arte 
aikd'aeieDCea,  einoe  the  aays  of  the  Rerolntion, 
I  doaU  whetber  we  hare  made  anj  material 
adfanee  within  that  time  in  patriotiam  or 
kneiriadge  of  the  true  prineiple*  of  the  Con- 


Aoittg  on  .  .... 

dontomattbefaUieraof  tbe  republic  tbonght 
•f  tint  doetrine  of  the  American  party  which 
dedarMapreftrenae  for  natives  or  the  ooDotry 
UTor  farmgnera,  fbr  all  places  of  pnbUo  trait. 

The  firat  eridenoe  to  which  I  will  refer  on 
Aa»  point  is  a  resolution  reported  to  the  Con- 
tinental Oonj^ress  in  1777,  by  a  committee,  of 
which  Tbonuu  Jeffenton  trae  ohainncui,  and 
Hr.  Sberman,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr,  Keod,  and  Mr. 
Williams    were    members.     It    is    in    theee 

"Reaofred,  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
iirtereata  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  any 
person  not  a  natural  bom  dtiien  thereof  to 
tba  oBoe  of  minister,  ohai^  d'affaires,  oon- 
aal,  or  noe-oonsnl,  or  to  any  other  civil  de- 
partaaent  in  a  foreign  ecuntn ;  and  tbat  a 
eop;  of  thie  resolve  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Adams, 
PranUin  and  Jay,  ministers  of  the  said  States 
in  Bnrape." 

But  what  did  George  Washington  think  on 
diia  qneetion  T    The  evidence  on  this  tioi 
t  be  aatisfled  wiUi  ( 


bntl  n 


prill  call 

tion  to  some  of  his  general  orders  whilst  at 
dw  head  of  the  army.  They  will  be  foand 
in  Anetican  Archives,  4tb  aeriea,  vol.  2,  p. 
1830.  *^ 

**  Ton  are  not  to  enlist  any  person  who  is 
Ml  «n  Anorican  bom,  nnlees  sach  person  has 
a  wUb  and  hiaily,  and  is  a  settled  resident  of 
^b  eoantry." 

"  The  persons  yon  enlist  must  be  provided 
wllb  cnoi  and  eompleta  ivtma. 


"Oiven  at  haadqnai-ten,  at  Cambridge,  lUa 
10  Jnly,  1776.    HoaATio  Gates,  A<y.  (tou" 


"Parole — Dorobeater;  Countersign — £xeter. 

"The  General  has  great  rea«>D  and  is  die- 
pleaeed  with  the  neeligence  and  inaltentioa 
of  those  <Acen  who  have  placed  as  aentriee  at 
the  ODtpoels,  men  with  whose  oharaotera 
they  are  nnacquainted.  He,  therefbre,  (Hrdera 
that  for  the  future  no  man  shall  tte  appointed 
to  those  stations  who  is  not  a  native  of  this 
country ;  this  Order  is  to  be  conaidored  a  stand- 
ing  one,  and  the  offioeia  are  to  pay  obedience 
to  It  at  their  peril. 

"  Vox,  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  day." 

On  17th  of  March,  177P,  general  order* 
were  issued  for  one  hundred  men,  "  to  be  uk- 
neiod  to  the  guard  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  corps  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  mancEuvros  necessary  to  be 
introduced  into  the  army  and  serve  as  model) 
for  the  ezeoution  uf  them." 

In  the  description  of  the  men  to  he  selected, 
we  find,  among  the  other  qualifications  re- 
quired, the  following :  "  They  mnet  be  Ameri- 
cans horu." 

lu  a  tetter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Col. 
Spotswood,  dated  in  1777,  ar.d  to  be  found  in 
a  recent  publication  entitled  "  Maiims  of 
Washington,"  p.  192,  the  following  passage 

"  You  will  therefore  send  me  none  but  na- 
tives, and  men  of  some  property,  if  you  have 
them,  J  must  insist  that  in  making  this  choice 
you  give  no  intimation  of  my  preference  fur 
natives,  as  i  do  not  want  to  create  any  invidi- 
ous diHlini;tiun  between  them  and  foreigners." 

The  currcxpuodence  of  Gen.  Woshmgton, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution 
almost  to  the  date  of  bis  death,  abounds  in 
similar  seutimeuts.  I  refer  to  a  few  of  hia 
letters ; — 

"Morristown,  May  7th,  1777. 

"Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask  yon 
what  Ciinf!;rcss  expects  I  am  to  do  with  the 
many  foreigners  that  have  at  different  times 
tieen  promoted  to  the  rank  of  field-officers,  and 
by  their  tost  resolve  twu  to  that  of  colonels  T 
These  men  have  no  atlnchnietit  for  the  country 
Turtber  than  interest  binds  them.  Our  ofBcers 
think  it  exceedingly  hard,  after  tbev  have 
toiled  in  the  service  and  have  sustained  many 
losses,  to  have  strangers  put  over  them,  whose 
merit  perhaps  is  not  equal  to  tbeir  own,  but 
whose  effrontery  will  take  no  denial.  It  is  by 
the  leal  and  activity  of  our  ovm  people  that 
the  cause  must  be  supported,  and  not  by  the 
Tew  hungry  adventurers. 

"  I  am,  ic.,  Geo.  Wasdinotox. 

"  To  lUchard  H.  Lee." 

"To  the  same:  Yon  will,  before  this  reaches 
TOO,  hare  seen  Honsiear  Deooundray ;  what 
his  real  azpeolatiutis  are,  I  know  not ;  but  I 
fear  if  his  appointment  is  equal  to  what  I  have 
beta  told  ia  nis  azpaolation,  it  will  ba  attaodai 
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'With  unhappy  oonaeqaenoeB,  to  say  nothing      Daring  his  Presidency  he  mote  dMt:— 

of  the  policy  of  mtnistinij  a  department  on  "Philadelphia,  Nov.  ITfli,  1794. 

the  execution  of  which  the  salration  of  the  ..j^^  g-      ,    ,   «;  ^       ^^-^^  '^jth  ,^„. 

army  depends,  tea  foreigner   who  has  no  ^  ^  immigration  is.  that,  except  of  useful 

other  Ue  to  bind  hun  to  the  interests  of  the  Mechanics,  an*d  some  particular  description  of 

country  than  honor.    I  would  beg  leave  to  ^^^  ^^  professions,  there  is  no  use  of  cn- 

obserrc  that  by  putting  Mr.  D.  at  the  head  of  co^^gem^it.           I  am.  *c., 

the  art;illery  you  will  lose  a  very  valuable  offi-  S                             « O.  Vashikotox. 

cer  m  General  Knox,  who  is  a  man  of  ereat  ..  j   j^^  ^^        yj^  President  of  U.  S." 

military  reading,  sound  iudgment,  and  closer  ' 

inspections,  and  who  will  resign  if  any  one  is  "  Mount  Vernon,  January  20th,  1790. 

put  oyer  him.  "  Sir :     ♦    ♦    ♦    You  know»  my  good  sir, 

"  I  am,  Ac.,            G«o.  Washikctox."  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  this  gOTemment  to 

employ  foreigners  when  it  can  well  be  avoided, 

''Whito  Plains,  July  24th,  1778.  either  in  the  civil  or  military  walks  of  life. 

*'  Dear  Sir :  The  design  of  this  is  to  touch  *  *  *  There  is  a  species  of  self-importance 
cursorily  upon  a  subject  of  very  grebt  import-  in  all  forei^  officers,  that  cannot  be  gratified 
ance  to  the  well-beingof  these  states,  much  more  without  doing  injustice  to  meritorious  charao- 
80  than  will  appear  at  first  sight — I  mean  the  tcrs  among  our  own  countryinen,  who  con- 
appointment  of  90  many  foreigners  to  offices  coive,  and  justly,  where  there  is  no  great  pre- 
ot  high  rank  and  trust  in  our  service.  pondcrance  of  experience  or  merit,  that  thej 

"The  lavish  manner  in  which  rank  has  are  entitled  to  all  the  offices  in  the  gilt  of  their 

hitherto  been  bestowed  on  these  gentlemen,  government.                I  am,  &c., 

will  certainly  be  productive  of  one  or  the  "G.  Washington. 

other  of  these  two  evils,  either  to  make  us  "  To  J.  Q.  Adams,  American  Minister  at 

despicable  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  or  become  Berlin." 

a  means  of  pouring  them  m  upon  us  like  a  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  j,^  ^^  ^  ^  foreigner 

torrent^  "^4.  ^^i'^g  *^  ^""^  P"'*^,'?*  ^^^??-   who  applied  to  him  for  office  :- 
But  It  IS  neither  the  expense  nor  the  trouble       uD^^r  Sir:    ♦    ♦    *    It  does  not  accord 
of  them  I  most  dread  ;  there  is  an  evil  more   ^j^  ^^      ^      ^^  ^^j^  government  to  bestow 
extensive  m  its  nature  and  fatal  in  ite  conse-  ^^         -.^^  J  „jji^^^  foreigners,  to 

ouence  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  is,  the   ^^  exclusion  of  our  own  citizens, 
driving  of  all  our  officers  out  of  the  service,  „  yours,  &c.        G.  Washinoton." 

and  throwing  not  only  our  own  army,  but  our 

military  councils,  entirely  into  the  hands  of       To  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  he  wrote  thus: — 
foreigners.  *'  I  have  no  intention  to  invite  immigrants, 

"The  officers,  my  dear  sir,  on  whom  you  even  if  tUprc  are  no  restrictive  acts  against  it. 
mu8t  depend  for  the  defence  of  the  cause,  dis-  I  am  opposed  to  it  alto^^ether." 
tinguished  by  length  of  service  and  military  No  man  will  have  the  audacity  to  question 
merit,  will  not  submit  much,  if  any,  longer  to  that  George  Washington  was  a  wise  man  aft 
the  unnatural  promotion  of  men  over  them,  well  as  true  patriot.  In  the  passages  from  his 
who  have  nothing  more  than  a  little  plausi-  writings  above  cite<l,  we  have  the  clearest 
bility,  unbounded  pride  and  ambition,  and  a  evidences  of  his  concurrence  in  sentiment 
perseverance  in  the  application  to  support  with  the  American  party.  May  we  not  then 
their  pretensions,  not  to  be  resisted  but  by  un-  assume,  from  the  fact  that  he  sanctioned  them, 
common  firmness ;  men  who,  in  the  first  in-  that  those  sentiments  are  both  wise  and  pa- 
stance,  say  they  wish  for  nothing  more  than  triotic  ?  And  yet  presumptuous  men,  who  set 
the  honor  of  serving  so  glorious  a  cause  as  themselves  up  as  wiser  and  better  than  Wash- 
volunteers,  the  next  day  solicit  rank  vnthout  in^on,  rail  against  those  very  sentiments  as 
pay,  the  day  following  want  money  advanced  illiberal,  unjust,  and  unpatriotic  1  In  whot^e 
to  them ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  week,  want  judgment  will  the  per)ple  of  Virginia  place 
further  promotion.  the  most  confidence — in  that  of  the  partisan 

"  The  expediency  and  policy  of  the  measure  politicians  of  the  present  day,  or  in  that  of  the 
remains  to  be  considered,  and  whether  it  is  illustrious  Father  of  his  Country  ? 
consistent  with  Justice  or  prudence  to  promote  In  discussing  the  subject  of  naturalization, 
these  military  fortune-hunters  at  the  hazard  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  present  some 
of  our  army.  Baron  Steuben,  I  now  find,  is  passages  from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
'  anting  to  (juit  his  inspectorship  for  a  showing  his  opinions  of  the  unhappy  effei'ts 
md  in  the  line.  This  will  be  productive  ^  of  immigration  and  foreign  influence,  and  liis 

conviction  that  no  foreigner  should  be  allowed 

to  serve  on  a  jury,  grand  or  petty,  in  any  case, 

civil  or  criminal  I 

In  this  last  proposition  he  went  further  than 

the  Americans  propose  to  go— much  iurther 

than  the  writer  of  this  article  would  be  willing 

to  go. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  expressions  of 

his  sentiments  on  this  subject  While  miniaiei 


also  w 
command 

of  much  discontent.  In  a  word,  although  I 
think  the  Baron  an  excellent  officer,  I  do 
most  devoutly  wish  that  we  had  not  a  single 
foreigner  amongst  us,  except  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  who  acts  upon  very  different  princi- 
ples from  those  which  govern  the  rest. 

"  Adieu.     1  am,  most  sincerely  yours, 

"  Georue  W.\siii.vgton. 

"  To  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Ksq.*' 
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to  FrftQoe,  in  1788,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  in  the 
following  words : — 

"Native  citiiens,  on  seyeral  valuable  ac- 
eoaniB,are  preferable  to  aliens  or  citizens  alien 
bbm.  Native  citizens  possess  our  language, 
know  our  laws,  customs,  and  commerce,  have 
general  acquaintance  in  the  United  States, 
give  better  satisfaction,  and  are  more  to  be 
relied  on  in  point  of  fidelity.  To  avail  our- 
selves of  native  citizens,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
advisable  to. declare  by  stanaing  law  that  no 
penon  bat  a  native  citizen  shall  be  capable 
of  the  office  of  consul/' 

A^in,  shortly  after  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  he  addressed  a  political  letter  to 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  dated  Washington,  May 
14th,  1801,  in  which  he  details  to  Mr.  Macon 
many  of  his  reforms.  In  this  letter  we  find 
the  following  remarkable  paragraph:  ** An 
early  recommendation  had  been  given  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  to  employ  no  printer, 
foreigner,  or  revolutionary  tory  in  any  of  his 
offices." 

We  may  judj^e  of  his  distrust  of  foreigners 
when  we  find  him  classing  them  with  tones ! 

George  Mason — the  author  of  the  Bill  of 
Kights,  and  of  the  Virginia  Constitution  of 
1776— a  man  who  was  pronounced  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  to  be  **  himself  a  host,"  and  "  a  man 
of  the  first  order  of  wisdom,"  also  expressed 
his  concurrence  in  this  doctrine  of  the  Amer- 
ii^n  party. 

In  the  convention  which  frame<l  the  Federal 
Constitution,  four  years'  residence  had  been 

groposed  as  a  qualification  for  election  to  the 
enate  of  the  United  States.  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris proposed  to  substitute  fourteen  years,  al- 
leging as  a  reason,  **  the  danger  of  admitting 
strangers  into  our  councils." 

A  discussion  thereupon  ensued  in  which 
Mr.  Pinckney  said,  "  As  the  Senate  is  to  have 
the  power  of  making  treaties,  and  managing 
OUT  foreign  afiairs,  there  is  peculiar  danger 
and  impropriety  in  opening  its  doors  to  those 
who  have  foreign  attachments.  He  quoted 
the  jealousy  of  the  Athenians  on  this  subject, 
who  made  it  death  for  any  stranger  to  intrude 
his  voice  into  their  legislative  proceedings." 

"  Col.  Mason  highly  approved  of  the  policy 
of  the  motion.  Were  it  not  that  many,  not 
natives  of  this  country,  had  acquired  great 
credit  during  the  Revolution,  he  should  be  for 
restraining  the  eligibility  into  the  Senate  to 
natives." 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add  that  his  dis- 
tinguished (IcscendautY  the  Hon.  James  M. 
Mason,  now  honored  by  his  native  state  with 
a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  has, 
within  the  last  three  years,  expressed,  in  his 
place  in  the  Senate,  sentiments  which  justly 
entitle  him  to  the  thanks  of  the  American 
party.  In  the  debate  on  the  Kansas  bill,  the 
omendment  of  Mr.  Pearce  being  before  the 
Senate,  James  M.  Mason  of  Virginia  said : — 

**  I  am  one  of  those  who  regret  very  much 
that  a  majority  of  the  American  people — so 
fiff  as  opinion  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  vote 
if  their  lepresentaiivea— oonsider  it  wise  or 


expedient  to  grant  to  any  others  than  citizeps 
a  participation  in  political  power.  ♦    *    ♦    ♦ 

"  Sir,  I  repeat  it  again,  although  I  know 
but  little,  because  it  has  not  come  in  my  way 
to  know  much,  of  this  foreign  population  that 
is  streaming  on  our  shores,  I  do  know  some- 
thing of  human  nature,  and  of  the  sentiments 
of  enlightened  and  intelligent  men  ;  and  I  say 
that  the  sober  sense  of  that  population,  when 
it  is  brought  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  ought 
to  satisfy  them  that,  before  they  become  Amer- 
ican citizens,  they  should  understand  some- 
thing of  American  institutions." 

In  the  debate  in  the  Federal  Convention  on 
the  qualifications  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry  said  that 
he  wished  *'  that  in  future  the  eligibility  might 
be  confined  to  natives.  Foreign  powers  will 
intermeddle  in  our  affairs,  and  spare  no  ex- 
pense to  influence  them.  Persons  having 
foreign  attachments  will  be  insinuated  into 
our  councils,  in  order  to  be  made  instruments 
for  their  purposes.  Every  one  knows  the  vast 
sums  laid  out  in  Europe  for  secret  services." 

The  strength  of  the  American  feeling  during 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison  will  be  ap- 

Sarent  from  the  fact,  that  when  he  nominated 
Ir.  Gallatin,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
negotiate  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, Wm.  B.  Giles  of  Va.,  Samuel  Smith  of 
Md.,  and  Mr.  Stone  of  N.  C,  strongly  op- 
posed the  nomination  on  the  ground  that  Mr. 
G.  was  a  foreigner,  and  ho  was  rejected  in  th« 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  18  to  17. 

Mr.  Idadison  afterwards  nominated  Mr. 
Gallatin  as  Minister  to  France,  and  he  was 
confirmed  in  the  absence  of  the  above-named 
gentlemen.  The  apology  for  this  violation  of 
the  settled  policy  of  the  government  was,  that 
Mr.  Gallatin  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1781,  being  prior  to  tlft  formation  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution. 

Mr.  John  Randolph  was  also  a  strong  Amer 
ican  in  his  sentiments.  When  the  bill  for 
chartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
before  Congress,  Mr.  R.  moved  to  add  the 
word  "  Native,"  in  the  clause  which  limited 
the  choice  of  directors  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  "  he  inveighed, 
with  much  acrimony,  against  the  whole  cUu<ti 
of  naturalized  citizens ;  attributing  to  them 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  almost  all  other 
political  evils — maintaining,  that  they  ought 
to  be  admitted  only  as  denizens,  without  any 
participation  in  the  councils  of  the  country, 
and  the  benefit  only  of  protection  during  good 
behavior."— Niles  Reg.  10,  31-47. 

But  there  is  another  authority  which  among 
all  professing  to  be  Democrats  will,  I  presume, 
be  regarded  as  of  the  most  important  charac- 
ter. 1  allude  to  the  Virginia  legislature  of 
1798-'9.  That  venerable  body  has  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  a  sort  of  political 
apotheosis.  Its  patriotism  and  wisdom  and 
profound  knowledge  of  the  Constitution  are  the 
constant  themes  of  praise.  The  celebrated 
resolutions  passed  by  it  on  the  2lst  of  Decern- 
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ber,  1798,  are  regarded  as  of  but  kittle  lees 
authority  than  me  GonBtitution  itself.  No 
ooDTention  of  the  party,  state  or  federal,  closes 
its  sessions  without  a  reverent  acknowledg- 
ment and  reaffirmation  of  the  doctrines  of 
1798-^99. 

Lot  us  then  see  what  that  illustrious  body 
of  statesmen  thought,  and  officially  declared, 
in  regard  to  the  peculiar  principles  of  the 
American  party  ?  By  reference  to  the  New 
Series  of  lleningV  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  2,  p. 
194,  it  will  be  soon  that  on  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1799,  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in 
response  to  certain  resolutions  of  Massachu- 
Mtts,  passed  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution : — 

"  The  General  Assembly,  nevertheless,  con- 
curring in  opinion  with  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  that  every  constitutional  bar- 
rier should  bo  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
foreign  influence  into  our  National  Councils: — 

'*  Kesolvcil,  That  the  Constitution  ought  to 
be  so  amended  that  no  foreigner  who  shall  not 
have  acquired  rights  under  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  at  the  time  of  making  this  amend- 
ment, shall  thereafter  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  Senator  and  Representative  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  nor  to  any  office  in  the 
judiciary  or  executive  departments." 

What  will  our  Democratic  friends  sar  to 
this  ?  This  solemn  resolution  emanated  from 
the  same  source,  and  is  recorded  in  the  same 
journal  with  the  other  resolutions  of  '98-'99, 
which  constitute  the  basis  of  their  political 
creed.  How  can  they  discriminate  between 
them  ?  Uow  can  they  claim  infallibility  for 
the  one  set  of  resolutions,  and  denounce  the 
other  as  containing  a  dangerous  political 
heresy  ?  Truly  they  are  placed  in  an  awk- 
ward dilemma ! 

But  it  wouhi  seem  th^t  the  Democracy  have 
not  always  been  such  devoted  friends  of 
foreigners,  as  they  now  profess  to  bo.  Some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Webster,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  appointed  Mr.  Reynolds,  a 
foreigner,  to  a  clcrkfihip  in  that  department. 
This  act  at  once  drew  down  on  Mr.  Webster  the 
most  bitter  denunciation  of  the  Democratic 
press.  The  New  York  Evening  Post,  edited  by 
W.  C.  Bryant,  published  an  article  on  the  sub- 
ject (which  was  copied  by  the  GlobeJ  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract :  "  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  man  named  Reynolds,  an  alien, 
DV  Mr.  Webster,  to  a  place  in  the  department 
of  state,  hafl  astonished  those  who  knew  him 
in  this  city."         *         ♦         »        ♦         ♦ 

"  The  indecency  of  this  appointment  of  an 
alien  to  a  post  in  the  department  which  has 
charge  over  our  foreign  relations,  will  surprise 
those  who  have  not,  like  us,  ceased  to  be  sur- 
prises! at  anything  dofle  by  Mr.  Webster." 

I  will  close  this  article  (already  too  much 
extended),  bv  a  gem  from  the  celebrated  ora- 
tion of  Mr.  buchanan,  the  favorite  candidate 
of  the  Democmcy  of  Virginia  for  the  Presiden- 
cy. This  oration  was  delivered  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  on  4th  of  July,  1815. 

Mr.  B.  said,  "  Again  we  stand  neutral  to- 


wards all  the  European  powers.  What  then 
should  be  the  political  oondnot  of  our  oountiT 
in  future?  Precisely  to  jmrsue  thepolitical 
maxims  adopted  hj  W ashin^n.  We  ou^bt 
to  cultivate  peace  with  all  nations  by  adopting 
a  strict  neutrality ;  not  only  of  conduct,  but 
of  sentiment.  We  ou^ht  to  make  our  neutral- 
ity respected,  by  placmg  ourselves  in  an  atti- 
tude or  defence.  We  ought  for  ever  to  aban* 
don  the  wild  project  of  a  philosophic  Tisionary 
(Quere — Does  he  mean  Mr.  Jefferson  ?),  of  le&* 
ting  commerce  protect  itself.  For  its  protec- 
tion we  ought  to  increase  our  navy.  (No  more 
gun-boats  1  I  suppose.)  We  ought  never  to 
uiink  of  embargoes  and  non-intercourse  laws 
without  abhorrence.  (A  pretty  hard  hit  at 
Mr.  Jefferson  1)  We  ought  to  use  every 
honest  exertion  to  turn  out  of  power  those 
weak  and  wicked  men  (Mr.  Madison  was  then 
President),  who  have  abandoned  the  political, 
path  marked  out  for  this  country  by  Washing- 
ton, and  whose  wild  and  visionary  theories 
(the  doctrinas  of  the  Democratio  party)  have 
at  length  been  tested  by  experience  and  found 
wanting.  Above  all,  we  ought  to  drive  from 
our  shores  foreign  influence,  and  cherish  ex- 
clusively American  feelings.  Foreign  influ- 
ence has  been,  in  every  age,  the  curse  of 
republics.  Her  jaundiced  eyes  see  all  things 
in  false  colors.  The  thick  atmosphere  of  pre- 
judice, by  which  she  is  ever  surrounded,  ex- 
cludes from  her  sight  the  light  of  heaven. 
Whilst  she  worships  the  nation  which  she 
favors  for  this  very  crime,  she  curses  the 
enemy  of  that  nation  for  her  very  virtues.  In 
every  age  she  has  marched  before  the  enemies 
of  her  country,  proclaiming  peace  when  there 
was  no  peace,  and  lulling  its  defenders  into 
fatal  security  while  the  iron  hand  of  despotism 
was  aiming  a  death-blow  at  her  liberties. 
Already  our  infant  republic  has  felt  her 
withering  influences.  Already  she  has  in- 
volved us  in  a  war,  which  has  nearly  cost  us 
our  existence.  Let  us  then  learn  wisdfom  from 
experience,  and  for  ever  banish  this  fiend  from 
our  society." 

No.  7. 

The  next  topic  which  I  propose  to  discuss 
is  the  immigration  to  this  country — its  growth, 
extent,  and  character — and  its  relations  to 
crime,  pauperism,  social  and  political  order, 
and  to  Southern  institutions : — 

If  the  inquiry  were  propounded  to  an^ 
candid  man,  whether,  in  nis  opinion,  there  la 
any  great  nation  in  Europe,  at  the  present 
time,  which  is  capable  of  sustaining  republican 
institutions,  the  answer  would  nocessarilj  be 
in  the  negative.  FiUgland,  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  best  educated  in  the  principles  of 
liberty  of  all  the  countries  of  the  old  world, 
has  made  the  experiment  and  failed.  France, 
which  boasts  of  its  refinement  and  civilization, 
and  which  has  outstripped  every  other  country 
in  its  progress  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  has 
twice  'made  the  eff^irt,  and,  af\er  passing 
through  the  most  appalling  scenes  of  anarchy 
and  blood,  has  relapsed  into  despotism.    Neip 
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tlier  Bussia,  Prnasia,  nor  Aostria  haye  eyer 
Tentnred  on  the  hopeless  attempt.  The  spas- 
modio  oonYolsions  in  Italy  and  Hungary  have 
not  been  marked  by  a  single  circumstance 
tending  to  indicate  that  those  who  incited  the 

S people  to  insurrection  had  the  faintest  com- 
renension  of  the  principles  of  national  free- 
om.  And  yet  it  is  from  these  countries  that 
the  immigrants  flock  to  our  shores.  As  a 
general  rule,  too,  I  may  add  that  those  who 
come  are  not  of  the  better  classes — not  those 
who  are  educated  and  prosperous  in  their  own 
country — ^but  the  ignorant,  the  starying,  and 
the  deprayed,  those  who  "  leaye  their  country 
for  their  country's  good.''  That  there  are 
many  exceptions,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  but 
that  the  general  remark  is  correct,  will  not  be 
denied  by  any  who  haye  seen  the  hordes  of 
foreigners  who  are  crowding  to  our  North- 
western states,  or  who  haye  yisitod  our  lines 
of  internal  improyements  and  the  outskirts 
and  alleys  of  our  cities,  or  who  haye  inspected 
the  criminal  calendars  of  our  courts. 

Assuming  these  propositions  to  be  true,  the 
inquiry  yery  naturally  suggests  itself,  if  these 
people — eyen  the  best  of  uiem — are  incapable 
of  maintaining  a  free  goyernment  at  home, 
what  additional  qualifications  do  they  acquire 
fv>r  the  fulfilment  of  the  high  functions  of  a 
citizen  of  a  republic,  by  being  transported 
across  the  Atlantic  ?  Can  they  change  their 
nature, — their  habits, — their  prejudices,  by  a 
change  in  their  geographical  position?  Do 
they  become  wiser  and  better  men  by  a  yoyage 
across  the  ocean  ?  No  one  will  contend  fur  a 
proposition  so  absurd  upon  its  facov  IIow 
then  can  we  expect  immigrants,  forthwith  to 
understand  the  theory  and  practical  operations 
of  our  complicated  systems  of  governments, 
and  to  be  prepared  to  participate  intelligently 
in  their  au ministration  ?  If  the  whole  popu- 
lation was  of  this  character,  all  will  admit 
that  our  goyernment  could  not  stand  many 
years.  Nay,  if  one-half  or  one-third  of  our 
people  were  foreigners,  of  recent  importation, 
it  must  be  manifest,  that  the  existence  of  our 
institutions  would  be  in  imminent  jeopardy. 
And  if  such  be  the  fact,  does  it  not  follow  that 
precisely  as  you  augment  1;^e  proportion  of  the 
tbreign  to  the  native  population,  you  augment 
the  perils  to  freedom  ? 

Oi  all  governments  on  earth  ours  requires 
the  largest  amount  of  virtue  and  intelligence 
to  sustain  it.  Its  very  foundation  is  laid  in 
the  virtue,  intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the 
people.  Let  them  become  corrupt,  i^orant, 
or  careless  in  the  discharge  their  duties,  and 
the  government  can  no  longer  stand.  Igno- 
rance may  be  tolerated  in  a  sul^ect,  because 
he  has  no  part  to  perform  but  to  yield  obedi- 
ence. But  where  the  people  are  the  sources 
tif  all  power — where  they  perform  important 
functions  in  the  administrationof  public  affairs, 
if  they  are  deficient  either  in  knowledge  of 
their  duties,  or  in  the  integrity  necessary  to  a 
faithful  discharge  of  them,  the  whole  machi- 
nery must  at  once  become  deranged,  and  the 
most  disastrous  consequences  ensue. 


Bearing  these  facts  in  mind,  let  ns  now  turn 
to  the  statistical  tables,  and  see  what  has  been 
the  extent  of  immigration  to  this  country  since 
1790  (the  earliest  date  from  which  we  have 
any  information  to  be  relied  on),  to  the  begizH 
ning  of  the  year  1855. 
From  1790  to  1800  the  number  of 

immigrants  was         50,000 

1800    1810        -        -        -         70,000 

1810    1820        -        -        .       114,000 

1820    1830        -        -        -       135,986 

1830    1840        -        -        -       579,370 

1840    1844        •        -        -       334,339 

ISU    1855        -        -        -    2,523,758 

This  is  the  estimate  of  Mr.  De  Bow  in  his 

census  report  made  to  Congress  and  published 

by  its  order. 

The  following    statement    vnll    show  the 
average  annual  immigration  in  the  various 
porioos  above  stated. 
From  1790  to  1800  the  average 

per  year  was  5,000 

1800    1810        -        -       -  7,000 

1810    1820        -        .       -         11,400 

1820    1830        -        -        -         13,598 

1830    1840       -        -        -         57,937 

1840    1844        -        -        -         83,564^ 

1844    1855        -        -        -       229,432 

This  table  shows  that  for  the  last  eleven 

years  the  average  annual  immigration  was 

nearly  thirty-fold  greater  than  during   the 

first  decade ! 

But,  startling  as  this  fact  is,  it  does  not  pre- 
sent the  case  in  its  strongest  light. 

Mr.  De  Bow's  tables  are  compiled  from  the 
reports  of  the  collectors  of  the  principal  ports, 
which  are  very  often  imperfect,  and  do  not 
present  the  whole  truth,  because  captains  of 
vessels  being  limited  by  law  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  their  passengers,  have  a  strong 
interest,  when  they  violate  it  by  bringing  more 
than  the  number  allowed  by  law,  to  conceal 
the  fact  by  false  returns. 

Other  tables  made  from  returns  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  number  of 

fassengers  who  arrived  in  this  country  from 
843  to  1855,  show  the  following  result,  in 
round  numbers : — 
From  30th  Sept.  1843    -        -        -        84,000 

1844  -        -        -      119,000 

1845  -        -        -      158,000 

1846  -        -        -      232,000 

1847  -       -       -      220,000  . 

1848  -        -        -      309,000 

1849  .        -        -        66,000 
From  31st  Dec.   1849    -        -        -      315,000 

1850  -        -        -      408,000 

1851  .        .        -      398,000 

1852  -        -        -      400,000 

1853  -       -       -      460,000 
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Agg'e  (including  fractions  omitted)  3,174,395 
But  even  these  tables  do  not  show  the  whole 
amount  of  immigration,  because  they  embrace 
only  those  who  arrive  by  sea,  and  do  not 
include  such  as  come  in  by  land  from  the 
British  possessions,  or  any  of  the  other  conti* 
guous  countries. 
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It  will,  I  doubt  no^  be  safe  to  adopt  the 
estimate  of  many  well-infonned  persons,  that 
for  the  year  1853,  the  aggregate  immigratioD 
of  the  United  States,  byluid  and  sea,  was  not 
ehort  of  half  a  million  of  souls ! 

'In  this  connexion,  let  us  look  at  some  other 
faicts  derived  from  the  census  tables,  and  in 
regard  to  the  accuracy  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

In  1850  the  white  population  of 

Virginm  was  804,800 
Maryland  417,943 

North  Carolina  553,028 
South  Carolina  274.563 
Georgia  521,572 

Alabama  426,514 

Louisiana  255,491 

Florida  ^    47,203 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  rate  of  immigra- 
tion in  1853,  there  arrived  in  this  country, 
every  year,  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to 
make  a  state  embracing  as  large  a  white  popu- 
lation as  Maryland  or  Alabama  I  and  wituin 
a  fraction  enouj^h  to  make  one  having  as  largo 
a  white  population  as  North  Carolina  or 
Georgia  I 

Every  two  years  there  would  be  enough  to 
balance  the  white  population  of  Virginia  I 

Every  six  months  there  would  be  almost 
enough  to  offset  South  Carolina  or  Louisiana ! 

And  every  five  weeks  a  sufficient  number  to 
act  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  entire  white  popu- 
lation of  Florida  I !  and  every  year  enough  to 
weigh  down  in  the  politiciu  scale  ten  such 
states  as  Florida  I ! 

Is  this  a  picture  to  be  contemplated  with 
pleasure  by  tiie  citizens  of  America  ? 

But  there  is  one  other  aspect  in  which  I 
would  present  the  subject  to  the  people  of  the 
Southern  states. 

In  1850  the  aggregate  whito  population  of 
all  the  slave  states  was  6,547,993. 

Assuming  the  immigration  to  continue  what 
it  was  in  1?<53 — ^making  no  allowance  for  its 
increase,  though  the  tables  show  it  had  been 
progressively  and  rapidly  increasing  every 
year — it  will  be  seen  that  in  thirteen  years  a 
foreign  population  would  be  poured  on  our 
shores  equal  to  the  entire  white  population  of 
the  fifteen  slave  states  ! 

The  next  inquiry  is,  where  do  these  foreign- 
ers settle  ? 

The  census  tables  enable  us  to  answer  that 
question  with  accuracy. 

In  1850  there  were  in  the  free  states,  of 

foreigners  -        -        -        .        1,924,011 

1)0.  do.         slave  states       316,673 

Or,  in  other  words,  about  six  out  of  seven 
of  immigrants  settled  in  tlie  free  states. 

But  tiiis  statement  is  too  favorable  to  the 
South,  for  it  is  wclf  known  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  foreigners,  reported  as  residents 
of  the  South,  were  only  temporary  sojourners, 
as  laborers  on  railroads,  canals,  &c.,  and  as 
soon  as  their  contracts  were  completed,  they 
would  naturally  seek  a  climate  and  a  popula- 
tion more  congenial  to  their  constitution  and 
their  tastes,  in  the  Northern  states. 


I  From  these  figures,  it  is  easy  to  see  what 
\  has  been  at  least  one  potential  cause  of  the 
I  relative  decline  of  the  South  in  representation 
I  and  influence  in  the  national  councils. 

But  unfortunately  for  the  country  it  hap- 
pens, that  as-  the  number  of  immigrants  in- 
creases, their  character  for  intelligence  and 
virtue,  and  all  the  qualities  that  make  good 
citizens,  depreciates. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  the  immi- 
grants constituted  one  of  tlie  most  valuable 
classes  of  our  population.  They  were  ^ene- 
rally  men  of  adventurous  spirit — of  energy, 
intelligence,  and  education — ^men  who  were 
attracted  here  by  commerce,  or  the  arts,  or 
the  learned  professions.  Their  education  and 
refinement  fitted  them  for  association  with 
the  most  cultivated  society,  and  they  soon 
assimilated  to  the  circles  in  which  they  moved. 
Such  were  the  Scotch  and  Irish  merchants, 
who  settled  in  the  valleys  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, the  Potomac,  and  the  James.  Such 
were  the  refugees  who  fled  from  the  horrors 
of  the  bloody  days  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason  ! 

But  what  IS  the  character  of  the  ereat  mass 
of  those  who  crowd  our  immigrant  sixips  now  ? 
They  are  the  most  ignorant  of  their  countrj- 
men — those  who  fly  from  starvation  in  their 
native  land — whose  highest  aspiration  is  to 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature — who  are  igno- 
rant of  our  laws,  of  our  language,  and  ofour 
institutions — and  whose  idea  of  Hberty  is  com- 
prehended in  the  license  to  drink  all  the  whis- 
key they  can  get,  and  to  indulge  in  the  luxury 
of  riots  and  the  gratification  of  provincial 
animosities,  without  hindrance  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  law. 

I  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  personal  observation  of  every  man  who 
has  seen  large  bodies  of  thorn  assembled,  on 
public  works,  and  in  populous  cities,  for  tlio 
truth  of  the  picture  that  I  have  drawn. 

Yet  such  are  the  people  who  are  imported 
to  this  country  at  the  rate  of  half  a  million  a 
year,  and  by  fraudulent  devices,  in  a  few  weeks 
or  months,  invested  with  all  the  privileges  and 
franchises  of  American  citizent: !  Such  are 
the  men  who  are  to  give  tone  to  our  politics 
and  to  mould  our  legislation !  Theirs  is  to  l»e 
the  standard  of  inlelligcnco,  and  patriotism, 
and  devotion  tx)  liberty,  which  is  to  be  con- 
sulted by  juspirants  to  places  of  honor  and 
trust,  to  be  conferred  by  tlieir  suffrages !  Each 
one  of  these  is  to  weigh  as  much  in  the  politi- 
cal scale  as  a  Washington,  a  Henry,  a  Jeffer- 
son, or  a  Madison,. of  the  olden  time;  or  a 
Rives,  or  Mas<.»n,  or  Hunter,  or  Suiunicrs,  of 
the  present  day ! 

And  because  our  American  fooling  revolts 
at  this,  we  are  to  be  taunted  with  being  hostile 
to  the  "  cause  of  civil  and  religious  freedom !" 

No.  «. 

To  qualify  a  people  for  a  republican  govern- 
ment, they  must  not  only  have  intelligence 
and  virtue,  but  they  must  undergo  a  system 
of  training  and  instruction  in  the  principles 
of  liberty,  and  in  the  practical  workings  of  urce 
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iostitotions.  They  must  learn  to  reverence  the 
law  and  to  obey  it.  They  must  acquire  self-re- 
spect, and  self-confidence,  and  understand  that 
tneir  well-being  is  inseparably  interwoven  with 
the  peace  and  eood  order  of  society.  They 
must  comprehend  that  the  restraints  of  social 
organization  are  not  the  arbitrary  impositions 
of  tvrannical  power,  but  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  natural  liberty 
for  the  more  secure  enjoyment  of  the  residue. 

Without  such  a  training,  the  efforts  of  our 
ancestors  to  establish  our  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment would  have  proved  an  abortion.  Tor 
more  than  one  hundred  years,  they  were  edu- 
cated in  the  principles  of  free  government, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  mother  coun- 
t]y .  Widely  separated  from  England,  the  colo- 
nies were  necessarily  intrusted  with  the  power 
of  legislation,  subject  of  course,  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  supreme  government  of  Qreat 
Britain.  This  led  the  colonists  to  study  the 
-principles  of  freedom,  engrafted  during  a  long 
succession  of  ages  on  the  British  constitution, 
and  to  practise  them  in  the  regulation  of  their 
own  affairs.  When  the  crisis,  therefore,  ar- 
rived in  their  affairs,  caused  by  the  attempt  of 
the  mother  country  to  violate  the  rights  of  the 
colonies,  they  were  prepared  to  understand  the 
wrong  that  was  about  to  be  done  them,  and  to 
assert  the  true  doctrines  of  liberty  in  their 
own  behalf. 

The  protracted  struggle  of  the  Revolution, 
and  the  dangers  and  sufferings  incident  to  it, 
also  tended  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  fit  them  for  the  high  responsibili- 
ties of  their  position.  Discussion  was  the 
order  of  the  day  throughout  the  colonies.  The 
ablest  men  of  the  country  were  busily  engaged 
in  explaining  to  the  people,  in  oral  harangues, 
and  published  addresses,  the  nature  of  the 
evils  with  which  they  were  threatened.  The 
whole  country  was  aroused  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  excitement.  Information  was  greedily 
sought  for  by  all  classes.  The  works  of  Mil- 
ton, Locke,  and  Ilampden  were  in  every  hand ; 
and  there  never  has  been  a  day,  when  the 
mind  of  a  nation  was  so  thoroughly  aroused, 
and  so  well  instructed,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  particular  questions  involved,  but  also  in 
regard  to  the  abstract  nature  of  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  government  and  the  people,  as 
were  the  colonists  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war. 

Thus  taught  in  a  seven  years*  school  of 
trial  and  adversity,  when  they  came  to  form  a 
government,  they  brought  to  the  council  cham- 
ber an  amount  of  knowledge  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  which,  I  venture  to  say,  no 
nation  of  the  present  day  could  equal.  But 
with  all  these  advantages,  it  was  after  long 
trial  and  tribulation  that  they  were  enabled 
to  consolidate  their  liberties,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  admirable  system  of  government  under 
which  we  live. 

Is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  then  that  Ameri- 
cans— ^the  descendants  of  those  who  accom- 
plished this  great  work,  and  who  have  learned, 
Qol  only  from  history,  but  from  the  lips  of 


their  fathers,  the  dangers  and  troubles  by 
which  the  country  was  surrounded,  and  the 
di£Bculty  with  which  they  were  surmounted, 
should  look  with  jealousy  on  everything  which 
tends  to  put  their  priceless  heritage  in  peril  ? 
Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  knowing*  the 
complexity  and  delicacy  of  the  great  machine 
intrusted  to  their  charge,  they  should  be  un- 
willing to  see  it  surrendered  to  ignorant,  in- 
competent, or  unfaithful  hands  ? 

Ilx)w  is  it  possible  that  foreigners  can  have 
the  same  interest  in,  and  attachment  to,  our 
country  and  its  institutions  as  Americans? 
All  their  early  recollections  are  associated  with 
a  far  distant  land.  Their  traditions,  sympa- 
thies, and  affections  (if  the^  be  good  men)  are 
all  with  the  homes  of  their  childhood.  As 
Archbishop  Hughes  remarked,  with  equal 
truth  and  beauty,  **  I  would  not  exchange  the 
bright  memories  of  my  early  boyhood,  in 
another  land,  and  under  another  sky,  for  those 
of  any  other  man  living,  no  matter  where  he 
was  bom." 

Who  does  not  concur  in  the  noble  sentiments 
expressed  by  Henry  Clay,  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1839—"  The  Searcher  of 
all  hearts,"  said  he,  **  knows  that  every  pulsa- 
tion of  my  mind  beats  high  and  strong  m  the 
cause  of  civil  liberty  ;  wherever  it  is  safe  and 
practicable,  I  desire  to  see  every  portion  of 
the  human  family  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  But 
I  prefer  the  liberty  of  my  own  country  to  that 
01  any  other  people,  and  the  liberty  of  my 
own  race  to  that  of  any  other." 

Shall  we  then  jeopard  the  liberty  of  **  our 
own  country"  and  "  our  own  race"  by  intrust- 
ing it  to  the  custody  of  people  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  of  a  race  alien  to  our  own  ? 

But  let  us  now  turn  to  the  statistics  of  pau- 
perism, crime,  intemperance,  and  vagrancy, 
and  see  what  revelations  they  will  make  m 
regard  to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  and  ca- 
pacity for  self-government  of  our  foreign  pop- 
ulation. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
census  shows  that,  in  1850,  there  was  ex- 
pended in  the  United  States,  of  public  money 
for  the  support  of  paupers,  $2,9o4,806.  This 
was,  of  course,  independent  of  all  private 
charities. 

The  number  of  paupers  supported  was 
134,972,  and  of  these,  68,538,  or  more  than 
one-half,  were  foreigners  I 

New  York  had,  in  that  year,  40,580  foreign 
paupers,  and  only  19,275  natives.  In  that 
state,  one  in  every  sixteen  of  her  foreign  pop- 
ulation was  a  pauper,  whilst  of  the  native  pop- 
ulation, but  one  of  every  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  was  of  that  class. 

In  Pennsylvania,  one  in  fifty-four  of  the 
foreign  population  was' a  pauper,  and  one  in 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  of  the  native  pop- 
ulation. 

From  other  sources,  such  as  the  Prison  Dis- 
cipline Journal,  American  Register,  American 
Almanac,  &c.,  the  following  facts  have  been 
ascertained  * 

From  1837  to  1840,  there  were  8671  persons 
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relieved  and  maintained  in  Maiwacliuficttfl  at 
public  expense,  and  of  this  number  G104  were 
foreigners. 

The  number  received  into  the  Baltimore 
Almshouse  in  1851  was  2150,  of  which  num- 
ber* about  900  were  Irish  and  Germans.  In 
1854,  the  whole  number  received  was  2358, 
of  whom  1398  were  foreigners;  641  being 
GermauH,  and  593  Irish. 

In  Louisville,  the  number  of  inmates  of  the 
Almshouse  was  1G4,  of  whom  135  were  for- 
eigners. 

In  Buffalo,  New  York,  the  returns  of  com- 
mitments to  the  Work-IIouse  are  as  follows : — 


NatWe. 

FomiKD. 

Total. 

1852 

254 

708 

962 

1853 

318 

832 

1150 

1K54 

344 

854 

1198 

1855 

360 

1022 

1382 

Total,  4  years,     1276  3416  4692 

In  Chambcrsburg,  Pennsylvania^  the  Trans- 
cript says,  that  during  a  period  of  nine  months, 
55$  paupers  were  received  at  the  Poor-House 
of  Franklin  county,  of  whom  522  were  for- 
eigners. 

In  New  Orleans,  the  number  of  commit- 
ments to  the  city  Work-IIouse  for  two  weeks 
ending  3d  August,  1855,  was  108,  of  whom  92 
were  ftireigucrs. 

I  might  extend  these  details  almost  indefi- 
nitely, but  those  that  I  have  given  must  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  mind  of 
tlie  character  of  the  mass  of  the  immigrants. 

Crime. — I  have  already,  in  connexion  with 
the  letter  of  Mayor  Wood,  and  to  confirm  his 
8tatcuient»,  shown  that  more  than  half  the 
criminals  of  our  country  are  of  foreign  birth. 
I  will  now  ad<l  a  few  more  specific  facts  from 
the  different  states. 

In  Massachusetts  there  were,  according  to 
the  tables  (»f  1850,  7250  convicts,  of  whom 
more  than  half  were  foreigners — and  through- 
out all  Now  England  the  proportion  was  about 
tlie  same. 

In  Missouri  there  were  908  convicts,  of 
whom  000  were  foreigners. 

In  Connecticut  the  whole  number  was  850, 
of  whom  305  were  foreigners. 

In  Illinois  the  whole  nimiber  was  316,  of 
whom  ISO  were  foreigners. 

In  Maine  the  whole  number  was  744,  of 
whom  400  wore  foreigners. 

But  without  going  more  at  large  into  the 
subject,  I  will  state  the  general  fact,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1850,  the  convictions 
among  the  native  population  were  but  one  in 
every  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty — those  in 
the  f.»rcign  population  were  one  in  every  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five. 

In  the  four  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Albany,  and  Buffalo,  the  number  of  convic- 
tions in  1852  was  3733,  of  whom  2802  were 
foreign  t»rs. 

Of  throe  hundred  and  one  arrested  in  New 
York  for  drunkenness,  in  the  first  week  in 
Au^st,  1855,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  were 
foreigners. 


But  I  pass  from  them  disgusting  details,  to 
consider  the  indirect  effects  of  this  popnlatiQn 
on  social  and  political  order. 

No  argument  can  be  necessary  to  show  that 
such  elements  as  those  described  in  the  statii^ 
tics  above  cited,  must  necessarily  create  disor- 
der, riots,  and  violations  of  law*  in  any  com* 
munity  into  which  they  may  be  thrown.  The 
tables  themselves  show  that  fact.  But  such 
persons  bring  other  and  indirect  evils  on  the 
country  which,  if  possible,  are  more  fatal  to 
its  security  than  those  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. When  they  become  invested  with  the 
right  of  suffrage,  candidates  for  office  will  seek 
their  votes,  and,  in  order  to  get  them,  will  pan- 
der to  their  prejudices,  consult  their  pleasarp, 
and  adont  every  means  to  win  their  favor.  To 
do  this,  tne  office-hunter  nmst  sink  to  their  le^'el. 
lie  must  promise  to  do  what  accords  with  their 
wishes  and  tastes.  He  must  associate  with 
them,  drink  with  them,  Hatter  them,  and,  if  need 
l>e,  bribe  them  !  In  this  way  the  candidates 
become  prostitutes,  and  the  representatives 
become  corrupt.  After  election,  being  anxious 
to  retain  their  places,  their  eyes  are  constantly 
fixed  on  the  voters,  and  their  legislative  action 
is  shaped,  not  by  a  regard  to  the  principles  of 
the  Constituticm  and  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try, but  by  a  desire  to  conciliate  the  fav«)r  of 
this  potential  element  in  elections.  And  hav- 
ing made  large  sacrifices  to  secure  their  seats, 
they  think  it  but  fair  to  seize  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  reimburse  themselves  by  plunder^ 
ing  the  treasury,  under  the  guise  of  some  con- 
tract or  claim  on  the  government.  IIa\  e  we 
not  even  beheld  the  humiliating  spectacle  of 
candidates  for  the  Presidency  courting  the 
foreign  vote  in  the  most  open  and  undisguised 
manner?  And  what  are  all  the  homestead 
laws,  and  pre-emption  laws,  and  land  distri- 
bution laws  at  nominal  prices,  but  palpable, 
and  I  had  almost  said  corrupt  bids,  by  politi- 
cal aspirants,  for  the  foreign  vote?  'I'he  dig- 
nity and  independence  of  the  officer  is  de- 
stroyed by  practices  like  these,  and  he  p«.Hm 
becomes  a  supple  tool  in  the  hands  of  an  un- 
scrupulous constituency. 

The  next  step  is  from  indirect  to  direct 
bribery.  Instead  of  honeyed  words,  which  do 
not  satisfy  hunger,  or  homesteads  for  men  who 
'would  be  U)0  lazy  to  work  them  if  they  had 
them — money,  ready  money,  will  be  demand- 
ed— ^yea,  has  boon,  and  is  now  in  s<mio  states 
too  often  demanded,  as  the  price  of  votes ! 
Thus  money  is  made  an  elonient  in  political 
contests,  and  we  already  begin  to  see  in  our 
republic  the  germ  of  tJiat  corruption  which 
enabled  the  foreign  Pretoria n  hauils  to  put 
up  the  imperial  crown  of  Konio  at  auction ! 
Continue  to  import  hordes  of  i;:noraiit  and 
depraved  foreigners,  and  clothe  them  with  the 
eleetive  franehise,  an<l  the  <inv  is  not  far  dis- 
tant  when  tlic  j)arty  that  can  nminiaiid  the 
most  money  will  coiitrol  tin*  eie<*tions;  and 
men  of  property  will  justify  themselves  with 
the  idea  that  they  are  buying  their  peace  be- 
cause the  alternative  left  thorn  is  corruption  or 
agrarian  ism. 
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Bui  this  is  not  the  only  form  in  which  the 
evil  of  foreign  influence  on  political  affaira 
deyelopes  itself.  Many  of  the  educated  foreign- 
ers bring  with  them  the  most  distorted  views 
of  the  ends  and  views  of  social  organization. 
Blany  of  them  are  infidels,  atheists,  socialists, 
and  agrarians,  and  by  their  wild  and  demo- 
ralizing ideas  corrupt  the  very  fountains  of 
liberty.  Mormonism  is  a  strikmg  illustration 
jf  this  species  of  foreign  importation.  In  it 
we  behold  the  most  disgusting  exhibition  that 
the  civilised  world  has  ever  witnessed  of  im- 
posture, irreligion,  and  beastly  licentiousness, 
mtrodaced  into  the  heart  of  our  country,  and 
sustained  by  the  aid  and  influence  of  fo- 
reigners. 

The  political  and  religious— or  rather  anti- 
religious — theories  of  many  of  the  Germans, 
are  quite  as  shocking  to  the  moral  sense  of  the 
mass  of  our  people,  as  the  practices  of  the 
5Ionnon8  are  revolting  to  their  ideas  of  decency 
and  propriety. 

It  is  well  known,  that  some  years  a^o  an 
association  was  formed,  under  the  tide  of 
"  Free  Germans,"  having  its  head  quarters  in 
Louisville,  with  branches  in  all  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union,  which  entertamed  and 
sought  to  give  efficiency  to  the  most  danger- 
ous and  anarchical  doctrines.  In  March, 
1854,  the  branch  in  Richmond  published  a 
platform  of  its  principles,  and  the  measures 
desired  to  carry  them  into  practice.  This 
pla&rm  is  now  before  me,  and  I  would  gladly 
incorporate  it  into  this  article,  did  not  its 
lengtn  forbid.  But  I  hope  that  during  the 
canvass  it  will  be  republisned  at  large,  so  that 
every  Virginian  may  see  and  reflect  upon  it. 

It  denounces  slavery  as  a  "  political  and 
moral  cancer*' — protests  against  tne  extension 
of  slavery  into  any  new  territory — demands  a 
repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  as  demoral- 
izmg  and  degrading,  and  as  contrary  to  human 
rights  and  to  the  Constitution — and  insists 
'*  Uiat  in  national  affairs  the  principle  of  liberty 
shall  be  strictly  maintaineo,  and  even  in  the 
several  states  it  be  more  and  more  realized,  by 
gradual  extermination  of  slavery."  It  further 
affirms  that  **  in  free  states  the  color  of  the 
skin  cannot  justify  a  difference  in  legal 
rights." 

This  platform  also  holds  that  "Sabbath 
law^  Thanksgiving  days,  pravers  in  Congress, 
and  legislative  oauis  upon  ttie  Bible,  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Bible  mto  free  schools,"  &c., 
shall  be  abolished  "  as  an  open  violation  of 
liuman  riglits." 

It  also  demands  a  free  cession  of  lands  to 
nil  settlers,  and  that  citizenship  must  be  early 
acquired,  and  that  new  settlers  shall  be  aided 
with  "  national  means." 

All  elections  to  be  by  the  people,  and  the 
people  to  have  the  power  to  recall  their  repre- 
sentative at  pleasure. 

Neutrality  in  our  foreign  relations  to  be 
abftodoned.  Women  to  have  the  same  politi- 
cal rigjits  and  privileges  as  men ;  and  the 
dentil  penalty  to  be  abolished  in  all  cases. 

TUa  is  B  summary  of  their  avowed  princi- 


ples ;  but  as  this  is  a  picture  of  their  doctrines 
in  "  the  green  tree,"  let  us  see  how  they  ex- 
hibit themselves  when  more  fully  developed. 

With  this  view,  I  submit  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a  German  paper  published  in  St. 
Louis : — 

"  The  first  and  most  principal  mark  where- 
by we  distinguish  ourselves  from  religious 
people  is,  that  in  a  belief  on  a  God.  and  that 
which  connects  itself  with  this  belief,  we  re- 
cognise a  destructive  cancer,  which  for  thou  - 
sands  of  years  has  been  guawing  at  humanity 
and  preventing  it  from  attaining  to  its  destiny. 
No  individual  can  live  as  a  human  being ;  m 
no  family  can  true  happiness  flourish ;  the 
whole  human  race  is  hastening  on  wavs  of 
error  so  long  as  the  most  abominable  hob^b- 
lins  God,  future  existence,  eternal  retribution, 
are  permitted  to  maintain  their  ghostly  exist- 
ence. It  is  therefore  the  greatest  task  of 
every  genuine  revolutionist  to  put  forth  his 
best  powers  for  the  destruction  of  flagitious 
non-trio,  viz. :  the  hobgoblins,  God,  future  ex- 
istence, and  future  rewards  and  punishments. 
No  revolution  is  more  than  half  executed  un- 
less the  vi  el  nerve  of  the  great  arch-monarch 
beyond  the  stars  is  cut  asunder ;  every  at- 
tempted revolution  is  vain  if  the  ministers  of 
this  monarch  are  not  exterminated,  as  we  are 
wont  to  exterminate  ruinous  vermin." 

Can  horrid  blasphemy  like  this  need  a  word 
of  comment  in  a  Christian  community  1  And 
yet  we  find  men  denouncing  the  American 
party  as."  hostile  to  the  cause  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,"  because  they  are  unwilliog 
to  see  wretches  who  hold  doctrine  like  these 
elevated  to  places  of  power,  and  trust,  and 
dignity,  in  this  land  of  religion  and  liberty  I 

I  had  proposed,  in  this  number,  to  present 
some  views  of  the  bearing  of  foreign  immigra- 
tion on  Southern  institutions  ;  but  as  I  find  I 
have  already  transcended  my  accustomed 
limit,  I  will  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  on  that 
subject,  until  a  more  convenient  season. 

My  next  number  will  be  devoted  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  true  relations  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  to  the  members  of  the  Romish 
church ;  and  to  a  vindication  of  it  from  the 
slanderous  charges  of  intolerance,  religious 
persecution,  and  a  disposition  to  violate  the 
rights  of  conscience. 

No.  9. 

There  is  no  subject  on  which  the  American 
party  has  been  more  misunderstood  and  mis- 
represented than  in  regard  to  its  relations  to 
the  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
It  has  been  charged  hj  its  enemies,  with  being 
hostile  to  religious  freedom,  and  as  making 
war  on  the  Catholics  on  account  of  their  pecn- 
liar  modes  of  faith  and  worship.  The  motive 
which  prompts  these  accusations  is  obvious. 
The  purpose  is,  to  fasten  the  odium  of  intole- 
rance, and  of  a  disposition  to  deny  to  individn* 
als  the  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  on  the 
American  party.  But  I  affirm  that  all  these 
charges  are  untrue.    The  American  party 
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neeks  to  interfere  with  the  religion  of  no  man. 
It  cheerfully  acknowledges  that  that  is  a  mat- 
ter which  rests — and  should  continue  to  rest — 
between  each  individual  and  his  Creator.  It 
recognises  the  freedom  of  religious  opinion, 
and  of  religious  worship,  in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  terms.  It  is  as  tolerant  of  the  religious 
sentiments  of  Catholics  as  of  Protestants.  It 
proposes  to  interfere  no  more  with  the  rcli- 

§ious  faith  and  worship  of  the  one  than  of 
le  other.  Individual  members  of  the  order 
may  be  disposed  to  go  further,  but  I  challenge 
the  production  of  evidence  to  show  that  the 
American  organization,  as  a  party,  asserts 
any  such  doctrines.  Turn  to  tlie  authentic 
exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  party,  an- 
nounced at  Philadelphia,  and  see  if  it  gives 
countenance  to  any  such  idea.  The  only  pro- 
visions in  the  Philadelphia  platform  which 
bear  on  the  subject  of  Catholicism  in  any  form, 
are  the  following,  viz.,  (the  5th). 

No  person  should  be  selected  for  political 
station  (whether  of  native  or  foreign  birth), 
who  recognises  any  allegiance  or  obligation 
of  any  description  to  any  foreign  prince,  po- 
tentate, or  power,  or  who  refuses  to  recognise 
the  federal  and  state  constitutions  (each  with- 
in its  sphere)  as  paramount  to  all  other  laws, 
OS  rules  of  political  action. 

And  the  lOth,  which  is  in  these  words : — 
Opposition  to  any  union  between  church  and 
state ;  no  interference  with  religious  faith  or 
worship,  and  no  test  oaths  for  office. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  either  of  these, 
indicate  any  disposition  to  interfere  with  the 
freedom  of  conscience,  or  to  persecute  Catho- 
lics on  account  of  their  faith  or  worship.  On 
the  contrary,  the  doctrine  emphatically  pro- 
claimed in  the  10th  section  above  quoted,  "  no 
interference  with  religious  faith,"  **  no  union 
between  church  and  state,"  and  "  no  test 
oaths  for  office." 

And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these  solemn  decla- 
rations of  the  creed  of  the  party,  our  eneuiics 
persist  in  charging  us  witti  intolerance  and 
persecution  for  opinion's  sake. 

This  leads  us  to  inquire  why,  and  in  what 
respects,  there  is  any  antagonism  between  the 
American  party  and  the  Koman  Catholics  ? 

That  there  is  a  controversy  between  the 
Americans  and  the  ultramonUine  branch  of 
the  llonian  church,  will  not  bo  denied.  But 
that  controversy  is  not  of  a  religious  character, 
but  purely  political.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  laith  or  worship  of  the  members  of 
that  division  of  the  churcn,  but  relates  entirely 
to  certain  political  opinions,  avowed  by  them, 
in  regard  to  questions,  not  of  an  ecclesiastical 
character,  but,  affecting  tlie  policy  of  the  state. 
With  the  Galilean  branch  of  the  Koinan 
church,  which  professes  the  same  religious 
faith,  and  practises  the  same  forms  of  worship, 
with  the  ultramontane  branch — but  which 
repudiates  the  obnoxious  political  opinions — 
the  American  party  have  no  controversy 
whatever.  They  can  cordially  extend  to  them 
the  embrace  of  brotherhood,  and  sustain  them,  | 


without  any  sacrifice  of  principle,  for  political 

office. 

The  Roman  church  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  near  three  hundred  years,  divided  into 
two  great  parties.  One  of  these  is  known  as 
the  Gallican,  or  French  branch,  and  the  other 
as  the  ultramontane  or  Italian  branch. 

The  latter  maintain  that  the  power  of  the 
Pope  is  supreme  in  temporal  as  well  as  spiri- 
tuflil  things.  They  hold  that  he  is  lord  over 
all  kings,  and  potentates,  and  governments  of 
the  earth ;  that  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  all 
governments  owe  to  him  a  higher  allegiance 
wan  to  their  immediate  sovereign ;  and  that 
the  Pope  has  the  power  to  subvert  republics, 
to  nulhfVf  laws,  and  to  absolve  both  subjects 
and  citizens  from  their  allegiance  to  any 
sovereign  or  republic  which  may  incur  his 
displeasure. 

The  Gallican  branch  of  the  church  recognise 
the  supremacy  of  the  Pope  in  all  ecclesiastical 
matters,  but  utterly  repuaiate  it  in  all  temporal 
or  political  affairs. 

Oreat  misconception  has  arisen  in  the  minds 
of  men,  from  not  understanding  the  difference 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Koman 
church.  And  our  adversaries,  with  a  cunning 
worthy  of  Jesuits,  have  studiously  endeavored 
to  keep  this  important  division  in  the  back 
ground ;  whenever  an  American  endeavors  to 
show  the  danger  of  the  ultramontane  doctrine, 
and  its  irreconcilable  antagonism  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  they  deny  that  the 
Iloman  church  entertains  any  such  doctrinen, 
and  quote  largely  from  members  of  the  Galli- 
can branch  to  prove  their  proposition  I 

Begging  my  readers  not  to  lose  sight  of 
this  marked  distini.'tion  between  the  twn 
branches  of  the  church,  I  will  now  endeav«ir 
to  exhibit,  from  the  highest  authority,  the  pn*- 
scnt  position  of  parties  on  this  most  important 
question. 

Politicians  are  not  generally  very  well  in- 
formed on  questions  of  an  occlesiastii-al  cha- 
racter, and  they  may,  theroR>re,  be  very 
naturally  led  into  error,  by  not  undcrstuading 
matters  of  detail. 

A  striking  ilKistrati<m  of  this  fact  w»w» 
exhibited,  but  a  little  more  than  a  year  aps 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stato^.  In  the 
course  of  a  debate  in  that  body,  some  allusion 
was  made  to  the  claims  of  the  lN)pe  to  supre- 
macy in  temporal  affiiirs.  This  at  once  drew 
from  Mr.  Cliandler,  himself  a  member  of  the 
Gallican  branch  of  the  church,  an  el(>quont 
reply,  in  which  he  utterly  di.'sclaimed  and 
denied  any  such  assumption  on  the  part  of  llic 
Pope.  The  members  of  Congress  not  l>eing 
profoundly  versed  in  Catholic  lore,  were  at 
once  silenced,  and  the  siJcoch  went  to  the 
country  as  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  unjust 
charge  against  the  church.  But  unfortunately 
for  Mr.  Chandler,  neither  Protestants  nor  the 
mem))ers  of  the  ultramontane  branch  of  bis 
church  were  di8][)osed  to  rest  quietly  under 
his  exposition  of  the  diK'trines  of  the  church. 
The  press,  both  in  this  country  and  £uro^.e, 
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teemed  wiHi  ardcles  denunciatory  of  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Chandler  as  insincere,  or 
founded  in  ignorance  or  cowardice. 

Professor  McGlintock  was  among  the  first 
to  correct  the  error.  He  said,  '*  if  Mr.  Chand- 
ler had  been  well  informed  on  the  subject,  he 
would  haye  told  his  auditors  there  are  two 
parties  in  the  Catholic  church  on  this  ques- 
tion :  one  (the  ultramontane  party)  affirming, 
and  the  other  (the  Gallican  party)  denying 
that  the  Pope,  by  reason  ot  the  spiritual 
power,  has  also  a  supreme  power,  at  least 
indirectly,  in  temporal  matters.'' 

He  then  proceeds  to  state  the  relative 
.  strength  of  tne  two  powers,  and  shows  that 
the  ultramontane  is  largely  in  the  ascendancy, 
and  that  the  Gallican  party  is  a  mere  faction, 
which  is  rather  tolerated  than  cherished  by 
the  church.  Indeed,  Qallicanism  is  stigma- 
tized as  the  "half-way  house  to  Protest- 
antism." 

Professor  McClintock  then  says : 
****** 

"  It  remains  for  me  briefly  to  set  forth  £he 
present  state  of  Roman  Catholic  opinion.  The 
ultramontane  doctrine  is  held,  Ist,  by  the 
Pope ;  2,  by  all  the  cardinals,  without  excep- 
tion ;  3^  by  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  Italian 
bishops ;  4,  by  a  majority  of  the  bishops  of 
Germany,  Spain,  and  Portu^l ;  5,  by  about 
two-thirds  of  the  French  bishops.  Among 
the  religious  orders  it  is  held, — 1,  by  the 
Jesuits  without  exception,  as  no  man  can  be 
admitted  to  the  order  who  denies  it ;  2,  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  other  (sixty 
or  more)  religious  orders,  which  vie  with  each 
other  in  devotion  to  the  Pope,  each  of  them 
having  a  general  at  Rome.  As  for  the  Catho- 
lic journals, — 1,  the  Civito  Catolica  at  Rome 
was  established  for  the  very  purpose  of  main- 
taining this  theory,  and  does  maintain  it  most 
effectually ;  2,  the  Historisch  Politische  Blat- 
ter, the  most  eminent  Papal  journal  in  Ger- 
many, is  strongly  ultramontane ;  3,  the  Uni- 
Ters,  of  Paris,  is  more  ultramontane  than 
Bellarmine ;  4,  the  Belgian  papers,  I  think, 
without  exception,  are  on  that  side;  and  5, 
Brownson's  Review,  in  this 'country,  is  what 
I  have  shown  you  above.        *         *         * 

♦*  I  have  now  done  all  that  I  promised  to  do 
ID  the  beginning.  May  I  not  hope  that,  after 
reading  this  letter,  you  will  rise  in  your  place 
in  Congress,  at  the  first  convenient  opportu- 
nity, and  restate  your  theory  of  the  church  ? 
I>oee  not  your  reputation  as  a  scholar  and  a 
gentleman  need  such  a  vindication  as  you  can 
only  make  by  'defining  your  position'  anew? 
If  you  do  not  do  this,  my  confidence  in  your 
candor  and  ingenuousness  will  have  been 
sadly  misplaced.  If  you  do,  I  beg  you  to 
read  in  the  course  of  your  speech,  the  JVjIIow- 
ing  truthful  passage  from  the  coryphajus  of 
Roman  Catholic  editors  in  America: — 

"  'There  is,  in  our  judgment,  but  one  valid 
defence  of  the  Popes,  in  their  exercise  of  tem- 
poral authority  in  the  middle  ages  over  sove- 
reiens,  and  that  is,  that  they  possess  it  by 
divm^  Tieht,  or  that  the  Pope  holds  that  au- 


thority by  virtue  of  his  oommission  from 
Jesus  Christ,  as  the  successor  of  Peter,  the 
prince  of  the  apostles,  and  visible  head  of  the 
church.  Any  defence  of  them  on  a  lower 
ground  mus^  in  our  judgment,  fail  to  meet 
uie  real  points  in  the  case,  and  is  rather  an 
evasion  than  a  fair,  honest,  direct,  and  satis- 
factory reply.  To  defend  their  power  as  an 
extraordinary  power,  or  as  an  accident  in 
church  history,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  civil  constitution,  and  laws  of 
the  times,  now  passed  away,  perhaps  for  ever, 
may  be  regarded  as  less  likely  to  displease 
nou-Catholics,  and  to  ofiend  the  sensibilities 
of  power,  than  to  defend  it  on  the  ground  of 
divine  right,  and  as  inherent  in  the  divine 
constitution  of  the  church ;  but  even  on  the 
low  ground  of  policy,  we  do  not  think  it  the 
wisest  in  the  long  run.  Say  what  we  will,  we 
can  gain  little  credit  with  those  we  would  con- 
ciliate. Always  to  their  minds  will  the  tem- 
poral power  of  the  Pope,  by  divine  right, 
loom  up  in  the  distance,  and  always  will  Siey 
believe,  however  individual  Catholics  here  an^ 
there  may  deny  it,  or  nominal  Catholic  gov- 
ernments oppose  it,  that  it  is  the  real  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine,  to  be  re-asserted  and  acted 
the  moment  that  circumstances  render  it  pru- 
dent or  expedient.  We  gain  nothing  with 
them  but  doubts  of  sincerity,  and  we  only 
weaken  among  ourselves  that  warm  and  gene- 
rous devotion  to  the  Holy  Father,  which  is 
due  from  every  one  of  the  faithful,  and  which 
is  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church, 
in  her  increasing  struggles  ^nth  the  godless 
powers  of  this  world.' — Brownson's  Review, 
Jan.  1854." 

The  Dublin  Tablet,  a  Catholic  publication 
of  high  authority,  is  equally  emphatic  in  its 
condemnation  of  Mr.  Chandler's  speech.  The 
writer,  after  arguing  to  prove  the  power  of 
the  Pope  to  depose  smful  sovereigns,  says : — 
"  Mr.  Chandler  goes  a  great  deal  further — 
we  are  sorry  to  refer  to  him  so  often — and 
trenches  on  the  real  spiritual  power,  which  he 
is  so  anxious  to  guard  inviolate.  His  words 
are  these :  *  I  deny  to  the  Bishop  of  Rome  the 
right  resulting  from  his  divine  office,  to  inter- 
fere in  the  relations  between  subjects  and  their 
sovereigns — citizens  and  their  governments.' 

"  It  18  impossible  that  he  can  mean  what 
these  words  imply.  The  Pope  is  at  this  mo- 
ment interfering  in  Piedmont,  defending  one 
class  of  citizens  there  against  the  government 
— and  yet,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a 
Christian  denies  the  right  I  Governments  may 
and  do  prohibit  good  works,  and  the  Pope  in- 
terferes. They  also  encourage  and  commit 
evil — ^the  Pope  interferes,  and  good  Christians 
prefer  the  rope's  authority  to  that  of  the 
state.  The  godless  colleges  in  Ireland,  the 
hierarchy  in  England,  the  trouble  in  Pied- 
mont—all bear  witness  together  against  this 
unchristian  opinion  which  must  have  escaped 
froni  the  speaker,  who  did  not  ponder  nis 
words." 

The  closing  paragraph  of  the  article  in  the 
Tablet  is  in  uiese  words : — 
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"  The  old  GaUican  lenTen,  driven  out  of  the  I  blending  obnoxious  political  sentiments  wit^ 
Old  World,  foments  in  the  New,  and  the  ex- !  relidous  opinions,  immunity  can  be  eluimeil 
ploded  opinions  of  obstinate  men  in  Europe ;  for  both,  under  the  broad  shield  uf  the  frce- 
seem  to  have  found  favor  in  some  quarters  m   dom  of  religion  1 


America.  Humanly  viewed,  the  matter  is 
easy  of  explanation;  but  it  is  not  the  less 
perilous,  for  unsound  theories  about  the  ex- 
tent of  the  ecclesiastical  power  will  never 
convert  heretics,  but  are  sure  to  pervert  Cath- 
olics." 

The  opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Chandler  in 
the  above  extract  from  his  speech,  are  pre- 
cisely the  opinions  of  the  American  party, 
and  yet  when  Americans  announce  them, 
they  are  charged  with  being  persecutors  and 
enemies  of  religious  freedom  1 

The  American  party  deny  that  the  Pope 
has  dny  temporal  or  political  power  outside 
of  his  own  aominions.  They  deny  that  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  any  otlier  ^vemment 
owe  him  any  political  allegiance,  xhoy  deny 
that  the  Pope  lias  any  power  to  depose  sove- 
reigns or  to  overthrow  republics.  They  deny 
that  he  has  a  right  to  absolve  citizens  or  sub- 
jects from  their  allegiance  to  their  own  gov- 
ernment. And  thoy  utterly  repudiate  the 
idea  that  there  is  a  paramount  allegiance  due 
to  him  which  overrides  their  own  govern- 
ment. 

And  as  a  corollary  to  these  propositions, 
tliey  are  unwilling  to  vote  for  any  man  for 
pubKc  office,  in  this  country,  who  holds  the 
opposite,  or  ultramontane  doctrine. 

They  hold  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  no  man  who  denies  that  proposition  ought 
to  hold  office  under  it.  They  hold  that  our 
first,  highest,  and  only  political  allegiance  is 
due  to  our  own  country,  and  that  none  is  duo 
to  any  other. 

They  disclaim  and  denounce  ''the  higher 
law  doctrines"  in  all  their  len^h  and  brc<^th, 
whether  they  exhibit  themselves  in  abolition 
fanaticism  at  the  North,  or  in  the  recognition   number  for  Jaiuiary,  1853,  he  says  : — 


of  a  higher  allegiance  to  the  sovereign  of  the 
States  of  the  Church  than  is  due  to  the  govcm- 
nient  of  our  own  country. 

They  require  that  when  a  man  swears  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
he  shall  do  so  in  good  faith,  and  according  to 
its  true  spirit,  and  not  with  qualifications  and 
mental  reservations. 

None,  who  are  unwilling  to  conform  to  these 
requisitions,  can  receive  the  support  of  the 
American  party. 

Ah  I  but  (say  our  adversaries)  this  recogni- 
tion of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  is  a 
part  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  therefore 
you  are  interfering  with  their  religious  free- 
dom I  So,  it  may  l>e  said,  polygamy  is  a  part 
of  the  religious  faith  of  the  Mormons,  and 
abolition  is  on  element  in  the  creed  of  Theo- 
Jore  Parker,  H.  W.  Beecher,  and  others  of 
tlieir  fanatical  stripe  1  And  would  our  adver- 
saries be  willing  to  elect  a  Mormon  or  an 
Abolitionist  to  high  office?  I  presume  not., 
Bod  therefore  the  argument  proves  too  much. 
No  such  device  can  be  tolerated  as  that  by 


The  Americans  are  charged  with  dragging 
religion  into  tlie  political  arena.  This  is 
whmly  lutrue.  Their  steadfast  aim  is  to  keep 
religion  out  of  tiie  party  contests  of  the  dav. 
They  have  manifested  no  aggressive  spirft. 
Throughout  they  have  been  on  the  defensive. 
It  was  not  until  the  organs  of  the  ultramon- 
tane branch  of  the  Roman  Church  avowed 
their  purpose  to  war  on  the  freedom  of  reli- 
gion— to  strive  to  gain  the  asi^endancy  in  this 
country,  with  the  view  to  pntstrote  it  at  tiie 
footstool  of  Rome — to  persecute  Proteetants— 
and  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends  to 
vote  as  Catholics,  and  in  a  body,  in  such  a 
way  as  to  be  most  cffoctive — that  the  Ameri- 
cans were  roused  to  resistance. 

No.  10. 

In  my  last  number  I  furnished  some  strik- 
ing proofs  of  tlie  extraordinary  protensions 
of  the  dominant  party  of  the  Rimiish  church, 
to  temporal  power  in  the  Pope.  Before  paas- 
ing  from  this  point,  I  will  add  further  evi- 
dence to  support  my  {M)sition. 

Brownsou^s  Review  is  the  accredited  organ 
of  that  party.  lie  ostent^itiousl;^  parades  the 
names  of  the  archbishops  and  bishops  on  the 
cover  of  his  book,  to  give  the  stamp  of  authen- 
ticity to  its  sentiments,  and  lie  inserts  iii  it 
that  **  I  never  think  of  publishing  anything 
in  reg^d  to  the  church,  witiiout  submitting 
my  nniclcfl  to  the  bishop  for  inspection,  H,\y 
pruval,  and  endorsement."  This  declaratitm 
stands  to  the  present  dny,  uucontradictwl, 
and,  therefore,  on  every  principle  of  evidence, 
must  be  taken  to  be  true. 

Let  us  then  look  to  his  pages  fur  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  devotions  of  his  church.     In  Iiih 


"  For  every  Catholic  at  least,  the  church  i» 
the  supreme  judge  of  the  extent  and  limits  of 
her  power.  She  can  be  judged  by  no  one: 
and  this,  of  itself,  implies  her  absofute  supre- 
macy,  and    that  the  tcni)X)ral    order    must 

receive  its  law  from  her." 
*  *  *  *  ii  * 

"  Whenever  the  occaMion  i>ccurred,  she  as- 
serted her  power,  not  in  empty  words  only, 
but  in  deeds,  to  judge  sovereigus,  king^,  and 
Caesars,  to  bestow  or  to  take  away  cruwus,  to 
depose  ungodly  rulers,  and  t4)  absolve  their 
subjects  from  tlieir  oaths  of  allogiiuice." 

Again,  in  the  number  for  July.  1853,  he 
says: — 

**  The  church  is  supreme,  and  you  have  n<» 
power  except  what  you  hold  in  HulK>rdinatiou 
to  her,  either  in  spirituals  or  in  temporals 
*  *  *  you  no  more  have  political  than 
ecclesiastical  independence.  The  church  alone, 
under  God,  is  independent,  and  she  defies  both 
your  powers  and  her  own." 

**  Tney  have  heard  it  said  from  their  youth 
up,  that  the  church  has  nothing  to  do  wiUi 
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politics*  that  she  has  leoeived  no  missbn  in 
T^gsad  to  the  politio&l  order.  *  *  * 
*  *  In  opposing  the  nonjuring  bishops 
and  priests,  they  believed  they  were  only 
asserting  their  national  rights  as  men,  or  as 
the  state,  and  were  merely  resisting  the 
unwarrantable  assumption  of  the  spiritual 
power.  If  they  had  been  distinctly  taught, 
thai  the  political  authority  is  always  subordi- 
nate to  the  spiritual,  and  had  grown  up  in  the 
doctrine  that  the  nation  is  not  competent  to 
define,  in  relation  to  the  ecclesiastical  power, 
Its  own  rights — ^that  the  church  defines  both 
its  powers  and  her  own,  and  that  though  the 
nation  may  be,  and  ought  to  be  independent, 
in  relation  to  other  nations,  it  has  and  can 
have  no  independence  in  the  face  of  the  church 
—the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth ;  they  would 
have  seen  at  a  glance,  that  to  support  the  civil 
authority  against  the  spiritual,  no  matter  in 
what  manner,  was  the  renunciation  of  their 
faith  as  Catholics,  and  the  actual  or  virtual 
assertion  of  the  supremacy  of  the  temporal 
power." 

In  the  same  number,  page  No.  301,  he  says : — 

*'  She  (the  church)  has  the  right  to  judge 
who  has  or  who  has  not,  according  to  the  law 
of  Qod,  the  nght  to  reign — whether  the  prince 
has,  by  his  infidelity,  his  misdeeds,  his  tyranny 
mod  op|Mression,  foHeited  his  trust  and  lost  his 
right  to  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects,  and 
therefore  whether  they  are  still  held  to  their 
allegiances,  or  are  released  from  it  by  the  law 
of  Ckd.  If  she  have  the  right  to  judge,  she 
has  the  right  to  pronounce  judgment,  and 
order  its  execution:  therefore,  to  pronounce 
sentence  of  deposition  upon  the  priifte,  who 
iias  forfeited  his  right  to  reign,  and  to  declare 
bis  subjects  absolved  from  the  allegiance  to 
him,  and  free  to  elect  themselves  a  new  sove- 
reign." 

I  mi^ht  multiply  authorities  on  this  point, 
almost  mdefinitoiy,  but  it  would  seem  to  be 
unnecessary.  Those  who  are  disposed  to  pur- 
sue this  subject,  will  find  it  ably  treated  in  the 
speeches  of  Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  delivered  last 
year,  in  the  Senate  of  New  York. 

Can  any  man,  who  cherishes  republican 
principles,  tolerate  sentiments  like  these  ?  Is 
It  not  obvious  that  they  are  diametrically  op- 
posed to  the  cardinal  doctrine  which  lies  at 
the  basis  of  all  free  institutions — viz.:  the 
sovereignty  of  the  people  ?  According  to  that 
authoritative  doctrine  of  Mr.  Brownson,  en- 
dorsed by  his  church, — all  power  is  in  the 
Pope.  He  is  the  supreme  ^udge.  If  oppressed 
the  people  must  Iook  to  him  for  redress.  They 
have  no  inherent  and  inalienable  rights — and 
the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence are  all  dangerous  falsehoods  1 

But  let  us  now  come  to  the  more  immediate 
purpose  of  this  number,  which  is  to  show  tho 
aggressive  spirit  of  the  ultramontane  Catho- 
lics— their  hostility  to  freedom  of  religion — 
their  intolerance  of  Protestantism — ^their  in- 
terference in  politics,  and  their  determination, 
if  possible,  to  bring  this  country  under  the 
dominion  of  Borne. 
20 


As  early  as  1844»  the  Catholics,  as  a  body, 
took  their  stand  in  the  political  arena.  Tho 
illustrious  Henry  Clay  and  the  virtuous  and 
pious  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  were  the  nomi- 
nees of  the  Whig  party  for  the  Presidency 
and  Vice  Presidency.  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  particular  hostility  entertained 
towards  Mr.  Clay,  for  at  that  time  he  was  not 
a  member  of  any  church.  But,  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  what  is  more,  he  was  the  Plreei- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  I 

This  fact  at  once  drew,  not  only  upon  him, 
but  upon  his  distinguished  associate,  Mr.  Clay, 
the  bitter  animosity  of  the  Catholic  press,  and 
of  the  Catholic  sect. 

Brownson,  in  his  number  for  July,  1844 — 
in  the  heat  of  the  contest,  thus  assailed  Mr. 
Clay:— 

"  He  is  ambitious  but  short-sighted.  *  * 
He  is  abashed  bjr  no  inconsistency,  disturbed 
by  no  contradiction,  and  can  defend,  with  a 
firm  countenance,  without  the  least  misgivinffr 
what  everybody  but  himself  sees  to  be  a  poli- 
tical fallacy  or  logical  absurdity.  *  *  *  He- 
is  no  more  disturbed  by  being  convicted  of 
moral  insensibility,  than  intellectual  absurd- 
ity. *  ♦  ♦  A  man  of  rare  abilities,  but 
apparently  void  of  both  moral  and  intellectual 
conscience  *  *  *  and  therefore  a  man 
whom  no  power  under  that  of  the  Almighty 
can  restrain ;  he  must  needs  be  the  most  dan- 
gerous man  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs 
It  is  possible  to  conceive." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  denunciations  of  Mr. 
Clay  are  all  va^e  and  declamatory.  No  spe- 
cial objection  is  taken  to  him,  and  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  opposition  was  not  so  much  to 
him  as  through  him  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 
The  Boston  Pnot,  another  Catholic  ornin,  dis- 
closes the  plot  in  its  number  of  3 1st  October^ 
1844 — about  five  days  before  the  election  t 
Here  is  what  it  said :  *'  We  say  to  all  men  in. 
the  United  States,  entitled  to  be  naturalisedr 
become  citizens  while  you  can — ^let  nothing 
delay  you  for  an  hour — let  no  hindrance, 
short  of  mortal  disease,  banish  you  from  the 
ballot-box. — ^To  those  who  are  citizens,  we 
say,  vote  your  principles,  whatever  they  may 
be^never  desert  them— -do  not  be  wheedled 
or  terrified — ^but  vote  quietly,  seriously,  and 
unobtrusively.  Leave  to  others  the  noisy  war- 
fare of  words.  Let  your  opinions  be  proved  by 
your  deliberate  and  determined  action.  We 
recommend  to  you  no  party ;  we  condenm  no 
candidate  but  one,  ana  he  is  Theodore  Fre- 
linghuysen. We  have  nothing  to  say  to  him 
as  a  Whig — we  have  nothing  to  say  to  Mr. 
Clay,  or  any  other  Whig,  as  such — but  to  the 
President  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  the  friend  and  patron  of  the  Kirks 
and  Cones,  we  have  much  to  say.  We  hate  his 
intolerance — we  dislike  his  associates — and 
we  shudder  at  the  blackness  and  bitterness 
of  that  school  of  sectarians,  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  amongst  whom  he  is  regarded  as  aa 
authority." 

Prosbyteriant  1  Do  you  hear  that  1  And4»' 
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jou  think  thai  AmericanB  are  warring  on  oivil 
and  religious  freedom,  when  they  seek  to  re- 
buke sentiments  of  this  character ! 

Appeals  like  these  had  their  effect.  The 
Catholics  were  rallied  to  the  polls,  and  de- 
cided the  election. 

On  the  9th  November,  1844,  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen  wrote  to  Mr.  Clay  as  follows :  **  More 
than  3000,  it  is  confidently  said,  have  been 
naturalized  in  this  city  (New  York)  alone 
since  the  1st  of  October. — It  is  an  alarming 
tact  that  this  foreign  vote  has  decided  the 
great  questions  of  American  policy,  and  con- 
tracted a  nation's  gratitude." 

But  hear  Brownson  again  :-— 

"Heretofore  we  have  taken  our  politics 
from  one  or  another  of  the  parties,  which  di- 
vided the  country,  and  have  suffered  the  ene- 
mies of  our  religion  to  impose  their  political 
doctrines  upon  us ;  but  it  is  time  for  us  to  be- 
gin to  teach  the  country  itself  those  moral  and 
political  doctrines  which  flow  from  the  teach- 
ings of  our  own  church.  We  are  at  home 
here,  wherever  we  may  have  been  born ;  this 
is  our  country,  and  as  it  is  to  become  tho- 
roughly Catholic,  we  have  a  deeper  interest  in 
public  affairs  than  any  other  of  our  citizens. 
The  sects  are  only  for  a  day,  the  church  for 
ever!" 

Hero  we  have  a  candid  declaration,  from 
the  accredited  organ  of  the  church,  that 
thencefortb  Cathoucism  is  to  be  made  an 
element  in  the  party  contests  of  the  country. 
Catholic  politics  are  to  be  taught  by  the  press, 
and  Catholic  votes  are  to  be  employed  to  make 
the  country  **  thoroughly  Catholic." 

True  to  his  professions,  and  keeping  his  eye 
single  to  Catholic  interests,  we  find  Brownson 
alternately  dcnounein;^  both  the  great  parties 
of  the  country,  and  vilifying  without  measure 
their  leading  men. 

Gen.  Cass  having  made  a  speech  in  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  free  worship  and  the  rights 
of  conscience  for  Americans  abroad,  BroVn- 
son,  after  commiserating  his  "confusion  of 
ideas"  and  "  drivelling,"  said  in  his  number 
for  October,  1852  :— 

"  We  are  glad  to  see  Gen.  Cass  laid  on  the 
shelf,  for  we  can  never  support  a  man  who 
turns  radical  in  his  old  age." 

When  Mr.  Fillmore's  administration  closed, 
it  was  thus  noticed  by  the  "  Freeman's  Jour- 
nal," the  organ  of  Archbishop  Hughes — the 
provocation  being  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Everett,  asking  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany 
to  release  Medais  from  imprisonment : — 

*'  It  does  not  escape  the  independent  judg- 
ment of  the  universe,  that  the  administration, 
now  happily  defunct,  has  been  as  bigoted  as 
it  has  been  imbecile.  The  universe  congratu- 
lates the  country  upon  having  elected  a  states- 
man for  President,  and  for  permitting  the  Uni- 
tarian ex-preaoher,  late  Secretary  of  State,  to 
return  to  nis  pulpit,  to  proclaim  that  Jesus  is 
not  God,  and  Mr.  Fillmore  himself  to  become 
a  village  lavryer." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  Gen.  Pierce 
was  a  speoial  favorite  of  the  CathoUe  Church, 


«8  he  had  taken  pains  to  eonoiliate  it  by  ftp 

Eointin^  one  of  its  members  to  a  pwition  m 
is  cabinet.  But  the  moment  a  oontrovergy 
arose  between  tlie  United  States  and  Catholic 
Austria,  in  regard  to  Kosta's  case,  we  find 
Brownson,  with  the  instincts  of  a  Jesuit,  mar 
kin^  his  religion  paramount  to  his  civil  obli- 
gations, and  taking  sides  against  his  own 
country.  In  his  number  for  January,  1854, 
after  reviewing  the  case,  he  says :  '*  The  secret 
of  the  whole  transaction  is  not  difficult  to  di- 
vine. It  was  to  get  up,  if  possible,  a  war  with 
Austria^  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  ar- 
dent wishes  of  Ludwig  Kossutn.  For  this 
purpose,  we  doubt  not,  Kosta  returned,  or  was 
onlered  by  Kossuth  to  return  to  Turkey,  and 
very  possibly  with  the  knowledge  and  appro- 
bation of  our  Jacobinical  government!" 

Thus  we  see  no  political  attachments — no 
gratitude  for  past  favors,  can  bind  this  "  Oory- 
phcus  of  Catholic  editors,"  when  the  interests 
of  his  sect  are  in  anywise  involved  I  Catho- 
licism is  the  all-absorbing  idea  I 

Thus,  in  his  October  number,  1852,  Brown- 
son says :  "  The  sorriest  sight  to  us,  is  a 
Catholic  throwing  up  his  cap  and  shouting 
*  all  hail  Democracy  l" '  This,  too,  at  the  very 
time  that  he  was  supporting  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  Presidential  contest !  He  would 
sooner  have  heard  the  cry,  *  All  hail  Catholic- 
ism r  and  he  was  only  using  Democracy  aa  an 
instrument  to  advance  his  primary  wish  1 

These  passages  are  sufficient  to  show  thai 
the  Catholic  press  and  Catholic  church  have 
avowed  their  purpose  to  enter  tlie  political 
arena,  and  to  make  their  religion  an  element 
in  the  future  party  contests  of  the  country. 

Hear,  too,  how  the  "Freeman's  Journal" 
invokes  the  Catholic  Irish  in  this  country  to 
bear  themselves : — 

"  Irishmen  learn  in  America  to  bide  their 
time.  Year  by  year  Uie  United  States  and 
England  touch  each  other  more  and  more 
nearly  on  the  seas.  Year  by  year  the  Irish 
arc  becoming  more  powerful  in  America.  At 
length  the  propitious  time  will  come ; — some 
accidental,  suduen  collision,  and  a  Presidential 
campaign  at  hand.  We  will  use  the  very  pro- 
fligacy of  our  politicians  for  our  purposes! 
They  will  want  to  buy  the  Irish  vote,  and  we 
will  toll  them  how  they  can  buy  it  in  a  lump, 
from  Maine  to  California,  by  declaring  war  on 
Great  Britain,  and  wiping  off  at  the  same 
time  the  stains  of  concessions  and  dishonor 
that  our  Websters,  and  men  of  his  kuid,  have 
permitted  to  bo  heaped  upon  the  American 
flag  by  the  violence  of  British  agents." 

Who  can  wink  so  hard  as  not  to  see  that  a 
religious  and  not  a  political  war  was  iu  the 
mind  of  the  writer — a  war  not  to  advance 
American  interests  but  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Catholicism  in  Ireland,  was  the  real  object 
in  contemplation ! 

Having  thus  shown  the  purpose  of  the 
organs  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  become  a 
party  to  the  political  contests  of  the  country, 
with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  its  interests 
let  us  now  see  in  what  way  the  power  tbm 
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gAined  is  to  1)6  emplojecU-whether  for  the 
promotion  of  ^  tlie  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
medom,  or  for  its  overthrow." 

The  first  authority  which  I  will  cite  is  the 
^Freeman's  Journal/'  the  mouthpiece  of 
Archbishop  Hughes.  That  journal,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Ilastings,  the  Pro- 
testant chaplain  of  the  American  consulate  at 
Rome,  amiably  remarked,  that  if  he  made  a 
single  convert  "he  would  be  kicked  out  of 
Rome,  thongh  Mr.  Cass  (our  minister)  should 
bundle  up  his  traps  and  follow  him !'' 

The  Pittsburgh  Catholic  Visiter,  referring  to 
ihe  same  subject^  said,  *'  For  our  own  part, 
we  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  our 
hearty  delight)  at  the  suppression  of  the  Pro- 
testant Chapel  in  Rome.  This  may  be  thought 
intolerant — but  when,  we  would  ask,  did  we 
ever  profess  to  be  tolerant  to  Protestantism, 
or  to  favor  the  doctrine  that  Protestantism 
ought  to  be  tolerated  ?  On  the  contrary  we 
hate  Protestantism — ^we  detest  it  with  our 
whole  heart  and  soul,  and  we  pray  that  our 
•version  to  it  may  never  decrease.  We  hold  it 
meet  that  in  the  Eternal  City,  no  worship  re- 
pognant  to  God  should  be  tolerated,  ana  we 
are  sincerely  glad  the  enemies  of  truth  are 
no  longer  permitted  to  meet  together  in  the 
capital  of  the  Christian  world." 

There  certainly  is  a  strong  odor  of  reli- 
gions freedom  about  these  most  Christian 
sentiments  I 

*•  The  Rambler,"  another  Catholic  journal, 
thus  expresses  itself: — 

*'  You  ask  if  he,  the  Pope,  were  lord  in  the 
land  and  you  were  in  a  minority,  if  not  in 
number,  yet  in  power,  what  would  he  do  to 
you  ?  That  we  sav  would  depend  entirely  on 
eircnmstances.  If  it  would  benefit  the  cause 
of  Catholicism  he  would  tolerate  you — if  ex- 
pedient, he  would  imprison  you — banish  you — 
fine  you — possibly  hang  you — but  be  assured 
of  one  thing,  he  would  never  tolerate  you  for 
the  sake  of  the  *  glorious  principles'  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty." 

This  is  undoubtedly  marked  by  a  most  con- 
mendable  degree  of  candor!  The  Boston 
Pilot  very  ingenuously  observes : — 

"No  good  government  can  exist  without 
religion;  and  there  can  be  no  religion  with- 
out an  Inquisition,  which  is  wisely  designed 
for  the  promotion  and  protection  of  the  true 
fiuth." 

Brownson  says : — "  Protestantism  of  every 
fnrm  has  not,  and  never  can  have,  any  rights 
where  Catholicity  is  triumphant"— and  again— 
'*Letus  dare  to  assert  the  truth  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  and  instead  of  pleading  for  our 
church  at  the  bar  of  the  state,  summon  the 
state  itself  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  the  church — 
its  divinely  constituted  judge." 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1852,  the  Pope  ad- 
dressed to  his  followers  an  Encyclical  letter, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"The  absurd  and  erroneous  doctrine  or 
ravings,  in  defence  of  liberty  of  conscience,  is 
«  moat  pestilential  error — a  pest  of  all  others, 
to  b«  dreaded  in  a  state." 


The  Shepherd  of  the  Valley,  a  leading  pa- 
per, formerly  published  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
said: — 

"  Protestantism  of  every  discription.  Catho- 
licity inserts  in  her  catalogue  or  moral  sins, 
she  endures  it  when  and  ¥%ere  she  must,  but 
she  hates  it  and  directs  all  her  energies  Xo 
effect  its  destruction  I" 

Again,  on  23d  of  Nov.,  1851,  that  paper 
says : — 

"The  church  is  of  necessity  intolerant. 
Heresy  she  endures  when  and  where  she 
must,  but  she  hates  it,  and  directs  all  hfr 
energies  to  its  destruction.  If  Catholics  ever 
siun  an  immense  numerical  majority,  religious 
freedom  in  this  country  is  at  an  end.  So  our 
enemies  say.     So  we  iJelieve." 

On  the  ^d  of  October,  1853,  the  same  paper 
says: — 

**  We  think  the  *  masses'  were  never  less 
happy,  less  respectable,  and  less  respected, 
than  they  have  been  since  the  Reformation, 
and  particularly  within  the  last  fifty  or  one 
hundred  years,  since  Lord  Brougham  caught 
the  mania  of  teaching  them  to  read,  and  com- 
municated the  disease  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
English  nation,  of  which,  in  spite  of  all  our 
talk,  we  are  too  often  the  servile  imitators." 

The  Rambler,  in  1853,  says : — 

"  lieligious  liberty,  in  the  sense  of  a  liberty 
posseseea  by  every  man  to  choose  his  religion, 
IS  one  of  the  most  wretched  delusions  ever 
foisted  on  tliis  age  by  the  father  of  all  deceit." 

Brownson,  in  his  October  number,  1852, 
page  456,  says : — 

"  The  liberty  of  heresy  and  unbelief  is  not 
right.  *  *  *  All  the  rights  the  sects  have, 
or  can  have,  are  derived  from  the  state,  and 
rest  on  expediency.  As  they  have,  in  their 
character  of  sects  hostile  to  the  true  religion, 
no  rights  under  the  law  of  nature  or  the  law 
of  Gk)d,  they  are  neither  wronged  nor  deprived 
of  liberty,  if  the  state  refuses  to  grant  them 
any  rights  at  all  I" 

I  shall  now  close  with  two  extracts  from  the 
"  Paris  Universe,"  which  Professor  McClintock, 
in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Chandler,  speaks  of  us  as  a 
leading  ultramontane  journal.     It  says : — 

*'  A  heretic,  examined  and  convicted  by  the 
church,  used  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  secu- 
lar power,  and  punished  to  death.  Nothing 
has  ever  appeared  to  us  more  necessary.  More 
than  one  hundred  thousand  persons  perished 
in  consequence  of  the  heresy  of  WicKliffSe ;  a 
still  ^eater  number  for  that  of  John  Hues ; 
and  it  would  not  be  possible  to  calculate  the 
bloodshed  caused  by  Luther,  and  it  is  not  yet 
over. 

*'As  for  myself,  what  I  regret,  I  frankly 
own,  is  that  they  did  not  bum  John  Huse 
sooner,  and  that  they  did  not  likewise  bum 
Luther;  this  happened  because  there  was  not 
found  some  prince  sufficiently  politic  to  stir 
up  a  crusade  against  Protestantism." 

These  citations  will  show  which  party  has 
manifested  the  intolerant  and  aggressive  spirit 
— ^which  party  is  opposed  to  the  "cause  of 
civil  and  religions  freedom  1" 
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I  offer  no  oomments  of  mj  own,  but  leare 
every  reader  to  judze  for  himself.  The  price 
of  liberty  is  eternu  vigilance.  The  remark 
applies  to  religious  as  well  as  to  civil  libertv. 
All  we  ask  of  the  people  is  to  be  vi^lant  Do 
not  be  so  engrossed  with  the  ordmary  busi- 
ness of  life,  as  to  close  your  eyes  to  the  im- 
portant events  that  are  transpiring  around 
you.  Watch  with  jealousy  every  measure 
which  18  calculat<^  to  abridge  your  political 
or  religious  freedom,  and  retust  it  at  the 
threshold.  Prevention  is  easier  than  cure. 
There  are  some  measures  that  are  so  mon- 
strous as  to  seem  incredible ;  but  history  tells 
us  that  bloody  persecution  has,  in  u)rmer 
times,  been  the  order  of  the  day.  Martyrdom 
has  been  suffered,  and  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  did  take  place,  for  religious 
opinion's  sake.  What  has  happened  once 
may  happen  again.  Let  us,  being  tbrewamed, 
be  likewise  forearmed.  Whilst  we  make  no 
assaults  on  the  liberty  of  others,  let  us  not, 
by  a  blind  sense  of  security,  and  a  culpable 
neglect  of  duty,  suffer  our  own  to  be  put  in 
jeopudy.  Such  is  the  position  of  the  Ameri- 
can party.  The^  feel  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  faith  or  worship  of  the  ultrar 
montane  Catholics,  but  they  are  unwilling,  by 
elevating  them  to  positions  of  trust  and  influ- 
ence, to  give  them  the  power  to  trample  upon 
the  rights  of  Protestants. 

I  have  now  completed  my  defence  of  the 
American  party,  against  the  charge  of  being 
hostile  to  '*the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom."  It  will  be  for  an  impartial  public 
to  decide  how  far  the  vindication  has  been 
successful. 

I  propose  to  close  the  series  by  two  addi- 
tional numbers,  one  of  which  will  be  devoted 
to  the  examination  of  the  CTOuuds  on  which 
Mr.  Wise  stigmatizes  the  American  ticket  as 
"a  mongrel"  or  "mulatto  ticket," — and  the 
other  to  the  claims  of  the  Democratic  party  to 
the  title  of  the  "  White  man's  party." 

No.  II. 

Having  vindicated  the  principles  of  the 
American  party  from  the  more  serious  charges 
preferred  against  it  by  Mr.  Wise,  this  number 
will  be  devoted  to  a  commentary  upon  certain 
other  passages  of  his  letter,  and  more  parti- 
cularly to  the  subject  of  "renegades,"  "con- 
scientious Whigs,"  and  the  mongrel  or  mulatto 
ticket. 

Mr.  Wise,  in  his  letter,  says : — 

"  We  gladly  took  them  (tie  Whigs)  in  ex- 
change for  the  renegade  Democrats,  who 
sneaked  from  their  former  friends,  and  took  a 
test  oath  in  the  secrecy  of  the  culvert,  by  the 
ligjht  of  a  dark  lantern." 

It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Wise  is  somewhat 
harsh  upon  his  old  political  friends.  The 
term  **  renegade,"  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  by 
no  means  courteous,  and  the  charge  that  they 
^  sneaked  away,"  is  liable  to  the  same  criti- 
tism.  It  is  true  that  many  independent  and 
mpright  DemocratSi  disatisned  with  the  prin- 


ciples and  policy  of  the  Demoeratic  Ptrty; 
left  it,  as  dia  many  of  the  Whigs,  and  mined 
the  American  party.  But  I  was  not  before 
aware  that  it  was  such  a  heinous  offence  for  a 
free  citizen  of  this  great  republic  to  ehanee 
his  party  relations.  I  did  not  know  that  the 
shackles  of  party  allegiance  were  not  to  be 
thrown  off  without  incurring  the  odium  iif 
being  "renegades,"  and  subjecting  them- 
selves to  the  denunciation  of  having  "  sneaked 
away."  I  had  thought  that  with  all  true  pa- 
triots the  obligation  to  country  was  stronger 
than  that  to  party.  That  parties  were  mere 
instruments  to  subserve  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  not  only  the  right 
but  the  duty  of  every  patriot  to  leave  his  party 
when  he  thou^t  it  was  not  ministering  to  the 
good  of  his  country.  Mr.  Rives  announced 
uiat  every  man  should  recollect  that  "  he  had 
a  country  to  serve,  as  well  as  a  party  to  obey," 
and  the  whole  country  applauded  the  senti- 
ment as  the  offspring  or  a  patriotic  spirits 
The  right  to  change  his  party  relations,  is  one 
which  has  been  exercised  by  Mr.  Wise  him- 
self, and  by  hundreds  of  others,  now  high 
in  the  conndcnce  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Whore  was  there  a  more  bold,  eloquent,  and 
fearless  champion  of  Whig  principles  than 
Mr.  Wise  himself?  Ilis  noble  sentiment^ 
"  the  union  of  the  Whigs  for  the  sake  of  the 
Union,"  thrilled  tlie  heart  of  every  Whicr  in 
the  nation ;  and  yet  Mr.  Wise  left  the  wnig 
party,  and  is  now  the  accredited  champion 
of  the  party  which  he  once  so  vehemently 
opposed.  Surely  Mr.  Wise  ought  to  extend 
the  same  toleration  and  charity  to  others,  who 
have  thought  proper  to  change  their  political 
relations,  which  ne  claims  t()r  himself.  He 
would  hardly  fancy  the  epithet  of  "renegade," 
or  the  charge  of  having  "  sueaked  away  from 
his  former  friends,"  if  applied  to  himself,  and 
he  should  therefore  abstain  from  applying 
them  to  others. 

But  it  seems  to  me  tlie  Democrats  who  left 
their  party,  and  joined  the  Americans,  have 
at  least  given  the  strongest  evidence  that  they 
did  not,  like  the  brethren  of  Joseph,  "  go  down 
into  Egypt"  after  "  corn  !"  Tney  could  not 
have  been  influenced  by  selfish  motives,  or 
tfie  hope  of  advancement.  They  left  a  power- 
ful party,  flushed  with  a  triumph  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  our  country,  ana  attached 
themselves  to  a  new  one,  which  could  hold 
out  them  no  hopes  of  promotion.  Sorely 
this  is  the  highest  evidence  of  disinterestea- 
ness,  and  should  at  least  protect  them  from 
imputations  of  improper  motives.  If  the  case 
haa  been  reversed, — if  they  had  left  a  party 
whose  fortunes  were  on  the  wane,  to  join  one 
in  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity, — able  to  confer 
high  offices  and  ricli  rewanls,  then  suspicion 
might  have  attached  to  their  motives.  But 
sucn  not  being  the  fact,  justice  and  charity 
alike  concur  in  according  to  them  the  credit 
of  being  influenced  by  nigh  and  patriotio 
principles. 

"Wnether  these  Whigs  can  be  reclaimed 
by  the  new  nomination  at  Philadelphia,  si^ 
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Mr.  Wise,  time  will  show.    I  think  they  can- 
not be." 

And  why  not?  Bid  not  Mr.  Wise  himself, 
in  the  canvass  of  1852,  contend  that  the  failure 
oC  the  Whig  National  Convention,  to  nominate 
Mr.  Fillmore,  was  such  an  outra^  on  the 
party  as  to  absolve  its  members  from  their 
allegiance  ?  Was  not  Mr.  Fillmore  then  the- 
choice  of  the  Whics  of  Virginia  ?  Was  he  not 
universally  conceded  to  be  a  conservative, — 
constitution-loving,  law-abidine,  and  law-en- 
forcing chief  magistrate?  Did  he  not  fulfil 
every  requisition  of  the  Jeffersonian  test? — 
was  ne  not  honest  and  capable,  and  faithful  to 
the  Constitution  ?  Did  he  not  perform  all  his 
duties  to  the  South  and  to  the  North  with 
strict  fidelity  and  impartiality?  Did  he  not 
restore  harmony  to  a  distracted  country  ?  Did 
be  not  see  that  the  laws  were  faithfully  exe- 
cuted ?  Did  he  not  maintain  the  honor  of  our 
country  inviolate  at  home  and  abroad  ?  Did 
he  pander  to  sectional  prejudices,  or  seek  by 
doplicity — looking  one  way  and  rowing  an- 
other— to  conciliate  popularity  for  himself? 
Was  he  not  bold,  straight-forward,  manly,  and 
true? 

And  what  has  he  done  since  to  forfeit  the 
eonfidence  of  the  Union-loving  Whigs  and  De- 
mocrats ?  Has  he  intrigued  or  manoeuvred 
for  a  nomination  ?  Has  ne  written  letters  or 
ouide  promises  to  commend  himself  to  popular 
&vor  and  regard  ? 

None  of  these  things  has  he  done,  for  he 
has  been  absent  from  the  country  for  the 
greater  part  of  a  year.  Why  then,  I  repeat, 
flhoald  hot  Union  and  conservative  Whigs  sup- 
port him  ?  The  Democracy  profess  to  regard 
the  slavery  question  as  the  great  question  of 
the  day.  Has  not  Mr.  Fillmore  proved  him- 
self sound  on  that  ?  Where  is  the  Democrat 
who  has  ^ven  as  strong  evidence  as  Mr.  Fill- 
more of  his  determination  to  uphold  the  guar- 
antees and  compromises  of  the  Constitution  ? 
And  can  any  one  doubt  that,  if  elected,  he  will 
do  the  same  thing  again  ?  Why  then  not  sup- 
port the  man  who  safely  guided  the  ship  of 
state  through  the  storms  and  tempests  of 
1850? 

Is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is  in  favor  of 
a  modification  of  the  naturalization  laws — that 
he  is  an  American  in  heart  and  sentiment — 
that  he  loves  his  own  country  and  his  own 
coantrymen  better  than  foreign  countries  and 
foreign  men — sufficient  to  cancel  the  debt  of 
gratitude  which  Virginia  owes  him,  and  to 
obliterate  from  the  hearts  of  her  sons  the  re- 
cord of  his  virtues  and  his  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  national  welfare  ?  On  no  1  It  cannot 
be  1  The  hearts  of  the  Whi^  of  Virginia  will 
leap  toward  him.  They  will  remember  his 
ability,  and  fidelity,  and  truth,  and  although 
they  may  3ven  differ  with  him  on  some  of  these 

anestions,  they  w'*l  make  them  secondary  to 
lie  ^reat  object  of  securing  domestic  tran- 
quillity, and  placing  in  the  chair  of  Washing- 
ton a  man  whose  administration,  in  times  of 
MOBliar  perils  was  pronounced,  if  not  by  Mr. 


Wise,  at  least  by  the  concurrent  voice  of  the 
nation,  *' Washington-like !" 

But  Mr.  Wise  says,  "Mr.  Fillmore  is  no 
longer  a  Whig ;  he  has  been  chanaed  by  tho 
hocus-pocus  of  the  necromancy  of  Sun." 

When  the  Whig  party,  after  the  defeat  of 
1852,  retured  from  the  field,  Mr.  Fillmore  had 
to  choose  between  the  American  party,  whoee 
principles  he  had  approved  as  early  as  1844 
(as  appears  by  his  letten  to  Mr.  Olay  in  that 
year),  and  the  Democracy.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Fillmore  was  attached  to  the  Whig 
party.  He  had  been  nurtured  in  its  lap ;  he 
nad  been  reared  in  its  conservative  principles  ; 
he  had  proudly  borne  its  banner  both  in  vio- 
tory  and  defeat;  he  had  learned  wisdom  at 
the  feet  of  its  great  sa^,  Webster  and  01ay« 
Mr.  Fillmore's  opposition  to  Democracy  was 
a  matter  of  principle,  not  of  expediency.  It 
was  not  a  thing  that  he  could  pick  up,  or  lay 
down,  as  interest  or  caprice  might  prompt 
He  had  denounced  its  tyranny,  its  misrule,  its 
disregard  of  the  Constitution — its  reckless 
extravagance — ^from  the  conviction  that  hit 
denunciations  were  just  He  could  not»  there- 
fore,  when  the  old  adversc^-y  of  th.\t  party 
retired  from  the  conflict,  eat  his  own  words ; 
retract  his  own  charges,  and  falsify  Lis  nho'e 
life,  by  affiliating  with  a  party  which  he  ht4 
contended  to  be  unworthy  of  trust.  Interest 
might  have  dictated  such  a  course,  but  du^ 
and  patriotism  forbade  it.  Mr.  Fillmore  satk 
the  Democracy,  in  violation  of  all  its  pledges, 
renewing  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question 
which  he  had  composed — opening  the  flood 
gates  of  sectional  strife,  and  endangering  tht 
peace  and  eecuritv  of  the  Union,  Knowing 
that  the  only  available  power  to  stay  the  tor- 
rent which  threatened  to  overwhelm  the 
country,  was  the  American  party,  with  the 
energy  and  promptness  which  distinguish 
him,  he  extenacd  the  ri^ht  hand  of  fellowshis 
to  it,  and  sought  to  aid  it  in  the  fulfilment  or 
its  great  mission  of  peace. 

And  does  Mr.  Wise  suppose  that  the 
Whigs  of  Virginia,  who,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  have  been  doing  battle  man- 
fully against  the  Democracy;  cryine  aloud 
and  sparing  not ;  denouncing  its  harsh  tyran- 
ny, its  vindictive  proscription,  its  reckless  pro- 
digality, its  gross  usurpations  of  authority  not 
conferred  by  tho  Constitution,  its  official  cor- 
ruptions— ^will  now  consent  to  impliedly  ad- 
mit that  all  their  charges  were  false,  that  all 
their  clamors  were  mere  idle  words,  and 
tamely  put  on  the  Democratic  yoke,  in  order 
that  they  may,  perchance,  pick  up  a  crumb  at 
it  falls  from  the  rich  man's  table!  If  he 
cherishes  any  such  hope,  I  think  he  sadly 
mistakes  the  metal  of  which  Whigs  are  made* 
They  are  bold,  gallant,  and  true.  Majorities 
have  no  peculiar  charms  for  them.  They  have 
been  long  used  to  defeat.  Principle,  not  duo* 
cess  and  its  incidents,  has  been  the  object  for 
which  they  struggled.  They  are  not  now  pre- 

Eared  to  admit  Uiat  their  whole  career  atm 
een  one  of  fidsehood  and  unfounded  caluiimf 
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.3  admit  uut  th«ij  have  all  the  time 
been  Hlandering  the  Democracj,  ftad  that  it  in 
In  tmth  pure  and  immaculate.  No  I  the  old 
line  Whigs — the  coDaorvative,  Unloa-lDviiig 
Whigx — may  have  been  detoircd  by  the  faults 
and  fallies  of  the  origiaal  organization  of  the 
American  party,  from  ocxiperating  vith  it. 
Tbey  may  nave  t>een  mitiled  bj  the  eecreoy 
irhiuh  prevailed  [and  nhich  naa  justly  ob^ 
noiiouHJ  to  fear  that  there  was  some  unhal~ 
lowed  purpose  entertained  by  the  American 
party,  and  therefore  were  opposed  to  it.  But 
now,  that  the  veil  of  (ecrccy  is  thrown  off; 
now,  thateverjthingiB  revealed  to  their  view; 
niiw,  that  a  Buro  guarantee  ia  given  to  them, 
by  a  presentation  of  their  own  trusted  favorite 
Fillmore,  fla  its  standard-bearer,  the  Whigs  can 
DO  longer  doubt  that  the  ends  and  urns  ot  that 
party  must  be  patriodc  and  national,  whose 
battle-cry  is  "Americans  must  rule  America," 
and  who  rally  their  boats  beneath  the  banner 
of  Millard  Fplmore! 

Conservatinn  of  principle,  pride  of  con- 
sistency, and  sympathy  of  old  associations, 
will  conspire  to  induce  the  Whigs  of  Virginia. 
either  collectively  or  as  individuals,  to  yield 
to  Mr.  Fillmore  a  cordial  support  in  the  cum- 
inj;  contest,  and  to  win  fur  him  a  glorious 
triumph  in  the  Old  Dominion. 

But  Mr.  Wise  says  there  will  be  new  issues 
presented  in  the  noit  Presideatiol  canvass,  by 
three  parties — "the  whit«  man's  party,  the 
Democratic ;  the  black  man's  party,  the  Black 
Bepublicons ;  the  cross  of  Northern  and 
S'lUthcmKnow-Notliings,  the  ticket  of  Messrs. 
Fillmore  and  Donclaon." 

That  there  will  lie  iinp<)rlunt  issues  pre- 
Konted  in  the  coming  election  is  unquestion- 
ably true  ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  they  will 
be  new  issues.  They  are  pretty  niucli  the 
same,  though  prcwcntw  in  a  new  phase,  which 
have  distracted  tlie  country  in  times  pa«t,  and 
more  especially  since  18-lH.  They  still  involve 
the  slavery  question ;  the  same  questions  which 
convulsed  the  country  in  1850 ;  the  same 
qucatirins  which  Mr.  Fillmore  grappled  with 
and  fiut  to  rest  fruiu  ll^iiO  to  1853 ;  the  same 
questions  which  the  l>emocratic  party,  by 
their  solemn  pledge  given  at  Baltimore  in 
1852,  promised  not  to  agitate  again,  but  which, 
in  violation  of  their  pledge  of  faith  to  the 
country,  they  have  rc-opencd  and  re-agitated 
with  tenfold  more  bittemcns  than  ever,  and  , 
which  they  have  been  unable  to  adjust. 

The  ftmt  inquiry  which  naturally  suggests 
itself  to  the  reflecting  mind  is,  bow  is  the 
oountry  to  be  extricated  from  the  difficulties 
which  now  environ  itT  And  the  reply  comes 
up  at  once,  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the  man 
who  settled  similar  difficulties  before.  Com- 
moD  sense  would  seem  to  indicate  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  course.  If  a  physician,  by 
ikilful  treatment,  hod  brought  jau  through  a 
•evere  nnell  of  illness,  and  you  were  attacked  | 
k  seeund  time  with  the  Fame  disease,  would 
ypo  not  call  him  to  ynnr  relief  again  t  If  a 
plot  had  steered  you  safely  through  a  danger- 1 


'  ons  storm,  and  yon  vrere  again  beset  br  tsin- 
peats,  would  you  not  a  second  Ume  call  bau 
to  the  helm  T  Why  then  should  not  the  people 
of  the  United  States  again  avail  themselves 
of  the  services  of  the  statfcHman  whose  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  gnided  them  in  lft5U 
through  perils  like  those  that  now  threaten 
their  safety  f  UAVtsoK. 

The  state  of  Massachusetts  having,  by  act 
of  the  19th  of  June,  1819,  given  its  consent 
that  the  people  of  tliat  port  of  MasaaohuiMts, 
theretofore  known  as  the  Diatriot  of  Maine, 
I  should  form  themselves  into  an  independent 
state  ;  in  pursuance  thereof,  they  formed  ■ 
state  constitution  ^;reeably  to  the  proviaions 
of  the  said  act.  Accordingly  Congress,  bv 
act  of  March  3,  1820,  admitted  Mune  m  ft 
stato  into  this  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  witli 
the  original  states  in  all  reapects  whatever. 

The  proceedings  on  the  aamissiou  of  HMDf>, 
couiplii-ated  as  tliey  were  with  those  on  tiM 
admission  of  Missouri,  can  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  history  of  the  latter. 

JOattesoD,  Gilbert,  Edwards,  nnd  Wefasfe, 


On  the  0th  of  Januarv,  1857,  Mr. William  H. 
telscy,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Kepreaen- 
1  from  the  state  of  New  York,  rose  in  his 


place,  and  after  causing  to  bo  read  an  edito- 
rial article  in  the  New  York  Daily  Tiniea  of 
the  Gth  January,  1K57,  introduced  the  fi)llow- 

ing  resolution  : — 
Wlii«m«  AniHln  ■(■Irnipnti  hnrt  bvfFQ  pubUUWU  rlurit- 


ispulaftkaUsoH,*! 


Mr.  I'aisE.  I  seiircply  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  to  say  anything  in  relation  to  this 
mailer  c)r  nirt.  1  kmiw  nothing  nlxiut  the  edi- 
tor of  that  journal,  or  of  the  journal  itself.  I 
know  nothing  uboiit  any  coniiiinnicaUon  which 
tias  l«en  made  to  that  paper.  I  know  not  how 
its  editor  got  his  infiinnatiiin.  I  know  not 
whether  what  he  says  is  trite  or  false.  But 
this  I  do  know,  that  there  has  been  a  pru- 
|>osition  mado  in  this  Iliiuse,  by  a  mem- 
tfor  of  this  llonse,  upon  this  very  suhjeot. 
["  Nome  I  name !"}  I  shall  not  name  the 
f^cntleman  at  this  time.  It  was  with  fool- 
iiigs  of  indignation  tlnit  I  hcanl  the  propo- 
«itiun.  The  reaunn  I  did  not  rewnt  it  was 
because  it  wimid  have  lioen  a  violation  of  thn 
rules  of  this  House.  The  reason  I  did  not  de- 
nounce it  to  the  House  was  liecauiie,  during 
the  pendency  nf  the  struggle  fnrtheorganita- 
tion  of  tliis  llimse,  whrn  a  meiiiber  rus«  in 
his  place  nnd  slated  lo  the  llouso  that  a  direct 
«ffi)rt  had  been  made  ti>  tamper  with  hira  in 
reference  to  the  cleetion  of  Speaker,  the  only 
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credit  he  reoeWed  for  diyulffing  the  fact  was 
tiuat  of  being  laughed  at,  and  ofboing  char^^ed 
that  he  did  not  accept  of  the  bribe  merely  oe- 
eaiue  there  was  no  such  place  as  was  offered 
to  him. 

I  say  nowdistinctly  upon  this  floor,  that  there 
is  not  an  entire  want  of  truth  in  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  that  article ;  that  a  distinct 
E reposition  has  been  mode  by  a  member  of  this 
[ouse,  and  in  regard  to  the  Minnesota  land 
bill,  that  $1500  would  be  guarantied  to  a  mem- 
bor  for  his  vote  for  that  bill ;  and  when  the 
oommittee  is  raised  and  I  am  called  upon,  I 
will  giye  my  evidence  before  the  committee. 

After  some  farther  debate  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Tne  Speaker  appointed  the  committee  the 
next  day.  to  consist  of  Messrs.  Kelsey  of  N.  Y., 
Otp  of  S.  C,  Davis  of  Md.,  Ritchie  of  Pa., 
and  Warner  of  Ga. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1857,  the  com- 
mittee reported  the  following  resolutions 
through  the  members  of  the  committee  re- 
fipectively  under  whose  name  the  resolutions 
appear. 

The  committee  were  unanimous  in  their  con- 
clusions upon  all  the  cases,  with  the  exception 
of  the  chairman,  who  declined  to  unite  with 
the  oommittee  in  their  recommendations  with 
reference  to  the  guilty  members. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions. 

By  Mr.  Warner  of  Geo. : — 

RMntred,  That  Oraamaf  B.  M&tteson,  a  morah«r  of 
this  Kouiie  from  th«  rtato  of  New  York,  did  incite  partien 
deeply  interented  in  tho  pa^wijo^  of  a  Joint  reimlution  for 
tfoofttrninj^  the  Dai  Moinen  grant  to  hare  here  and  to  uw  a 
large  sum  of  mooej  and  othor  raluable  considerations  cor- 
mptlj,  for  the  purpoM  of  procuring  the  pamage  of  said 
jgmt  resolation  through  this  IIoumo. 

R«M>lTed.  That  OriMunus  B.  Matt(*0on,  in  declaring  that 
•  large  namher  of  the  members  of  this  House  had  asso- 
ciated themselTea  together,  and  pledged  themwlTen  each 
to  the  other  not  to  Tote  fur  any  law  or  resolution  granting 
Koney  or  landA,  unless  they  were  paid  for  it.  has  falsely 
mnd  wilfully  assailed  and  defamed  the  character  of  this 
Hoase,  and  has  prored  himeelf  unworthy  to  be  a  member 
thtvsof. 

KesnlTed.  That  Orsamus  B.  Matteson,  a  member  of  this 
Ilouw  from  tht)  state  of  New  York,  be,  and  Is  hereby  ex- 
I^Ued  therefrom. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Md. : — 

RewWed,  1.  That  William  A.  Gilbert,  a  member  of  this 
IfousB  from  New  York,  did  agree  with  F.  F.  C.  Triplett  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  resolution  or  bill  through  the 
pwent  GongreM  for  the  purchase  by  Congress  of  certain 
enpiea  of  the  book  of  the  said  Triplett  on  the  pension  and 
bonnty  land  laws,  in  consideration  that  the  said  Triplett 
abould  allow  him  to  receive  a  certain  sum  of  money  out  of 
th*  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  the  boolc 

BesolTed,  2.  That  William  A.  Qilbert  did  cast  his  vote 
on  the  Iowa  land  bill,  depending  heretofore  before  this 
Ooogresa.  for  a  corrupt  consideration,  consisting  of  seven 
sunare  milas  of  land  and  some  stock  given  or  to  be  given  to 

Resolved,  3.  That  William  A.  Gilb<>rt,  a  member  of  this 
n  tnse  from  N«w  York,  be  forthwith  expelled  from  this 
lioose. 

By  Mr.  Ritchie  of  Pa.  :— 

Baaolved.  TMai  Francis  S.  Edwards,  a  member  of  this 
noose  from  the  state  of  New  York,  did,  on  the  23d  day  of 
Deesmber  last,  attempt  to  induce  Robert  T.  Paine,  a  mem- 
Imt  of  this  House  tnm  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  to  vote, 
OMitrary  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  conscience,  on 
ft  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
ft  nflroad  in  the  territory  of  Minnesota,  by  holding  out  a 
pgaaniAry  consideration  to  tbe  saU  Paine  for  his  support 
oftbaiaidbiU. 

Keaolvad,  That  tlM  said  Tmnels  S.  Edwards  be,  and  be 
Is  hMrtf  M^dltd  ftoB  tbh  UoiM. 


By  Mr.  Davis  of  Md. : — 

Resolved.  That  William  W.  Welch  did  eorruptlj 
bine  with  William  A.  Ollbert,  a  member  of  this  House  from 
New  York,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  resolution  or  bill 
through  this  House  for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of 
the  work  of  P.  F.  C.  Triplett,  on  the  pension  and  bounty 
land  laws,  for  a  share  in  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the  tald 
WillUm  A.  Qilbert  on  its  pasaage. 

2.  Resolved.  That  WUlUm  W.  Welch  did  attempt  to  pio- 
en  re  money  fh)m  James  R.  Sweeney  for  reporting  favor- 
ably on  the  claim  of  Rozana  Kimball  from  the  Oommltisa 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  at  this  Congresn. 

3.  Resolved,  That  William  W.  Welch,  a  member  of  this 
House  from  Connectient,  be  forthwith  expelled  frcnm  this 
House. 

Messrs.  Matteson,  Gilbert,  and  Edwards  re- 
signed. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1857,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  resolutions  relative  to  Mr. 
Matteson. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows : — 

YxAS. — Meters.  Aiken,  Akkm,  AUtn,  Allison,  Ball,  HendSmf 
S.  Bennett^  Bishop.  Bliss,  Unwia,  Bnyct,  Bradshaw,  Bnmai, 
Brenton,  BaooM,  BufAnton,  BumetL  Cttduxdader^  James  B. 
Campbell,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carule,  Qzruthers^OtMc,  Claw- 
son,  Ctinffman,  WiUiamMon  B.  W.  QM,  Comlns.  Oovode,  Oox, 
Craige,  Craw/anL  Cullex,  Damrell,  Davidtnt^  HxiniT  Wintxk 
Davis.  Jaco6  C  ZXitoi.  Day,  i>entyr,  De  Witt,  DowieU,  Dusnr, 
DurfeOf  Edmund$un^  ElluiU^  Emrie,  Eustis,  Faulkner^  Flag- 
ler, Flnrrnct,  Foster,  Hbnrt  M.  Fii'LLBR.  Thrmuu  J.  D.  J^uOer^ 
Oalloway.  (ktrnfU.  Gottde,  Grtfnwond,  Augusiui  HalL,  Harlan, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris^  Thomat  L.  Hatrii, 
Harrimon,  Haven,  Herbert^  HorPMAX.  Thomas  R.  Hortcm, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Houiinn^  Jetoell,  George  W.  Jcmu, 
KtiU,  Kdly,  Kennbtt,  Kidweil^  Knapp,  Knight,  Knox,  KoD- 
kel.  Lake,  Letcfur,  Lindlct,  Lumpkin^  Alkxaxdbr  K.  Hai- 
shall,  Samuel  &  Marshall,  Maxwdl^  UcJUullin^  McQitmn, 
Smith  MilUT,  MiOmm,  MUlward.  Mooai,  Morrill,  Morriton, 
Mott,  OrTf  Packer,  Paixe,  Parker,  /Vcfc,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pike,  Porter.  FinoeU,  Purvlance,  Purtsar.  Quitman,  RsAOi, 
Ready,  RiCAin>,  Ritchie,  Robbln^  RoberU,  J?i^n,  Aiuf,  Sabln, 
Samlidge^  Sapp,  Savage,  Scott,  Sevxtrd,  Sknrier,  WSKaak 
Smithy  William  R.  Smith.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stewart,  Strana- 
han,  TaJbtM,  Taylor,  Todd,  Trafton.  Tyson,  Uin>ERW00l>,  Vail, 
Valk,  Waiktr,  mim«r,  Cadwalailer  C.  Washbume.  fniiMiM, 
WheOer,  Windtno,  Wood,  Damd  B.  Wrigfd,  John  V.  Wriifid^ 
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Nats.— Messrs.  Albright,  Henry  Bennett,  Borllngaina, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Bayard  Clarke,  Colfax,  Tim- 
othy Davis,  Dickson.  Qran;;er,  Hnlloway,  Klllian,  Miller. 
Morgan,  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Wal bridge,  Woodruff. — ^17. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

The  third  one  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions-  relative  to  Messrs.  Gilbert 
and  Edwards  were  laid  on  the  table  after  their 
resignation.^. 

Tlie  resolution  relative  to  Mr.  Welch  coming 
up  on  the  27th  of  January,  1857,  Mr.  Smith 
or  Va.,  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the 
same : — 

Resolved,  That  there  has  been  no  sufficient  evidence  eli- 
cited by  tbe  committee  having  charge  of  the  subject,  and 
reported  to  this  House  in  the  case  of  William  W.  Welch,  a 
member  thereof,  and  that  no  further  proceedings  shall  be 
h.nd  against  such  member. 

Which  was  agreed  toby  the  following  vote: — 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Akers,  Albright,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bli^<i. 
Brad.^haw,  Brenton.  Broom.  Buffington.  Burilneame,  (\uh 
walader,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  Chaffy 
Bayard  Clark,  Ezra  Clark.  CTawson,  Coltkx,  Comiun.  Oo- 
vode. Cragin,  Cumback,  Timothy  Davis.  Dean,  De  Witt. 
Dickson.  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie.  Btheridge,  Flagler.  Hkm- 
RT  M.  Fuller.  Oalloway.  Granger,  Robert  B.  Hall,  llnrian, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  HrrberL,  llirfges,  Holloway,  Thorns^ 
R.  Horton.  Valentine  B.  Horton.  Howanl,  Hughstoo,  K^Uy, 
Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton.  Knox.  Kunkel. 
Letter,  Letcher,  Lixdlct,  Alex«xder  K.  Marshall,  Hcm- 
PHRET  Marshall,  McCarty,  Killian  Miller,  MilUon,  MMlward, 
MooRB,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray.  Nichols,  Nortnn, 
PaI!«b,  Parker.  F^Oe,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Peiry,  Pattit,  PJke, 
PMnir  PriB]|^  Pnrvlanot^  Bobbing  Boburts^  SAfain,  &«■•, 
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HmOtdgty  8MB,6ootft,  fliimirf,  BlMnBtti.  Blmmoni,  Sbmnel 
A.  SmWi^  WiUUtm  AhO^Willum  R.  Bmitb,  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Btraoahmn,  Tkdimui,  Thorington,  Thnnton,  Tudd.  T^l^ 
Um.  U!«DiRWooi>,  Wad0,  Waluman,  Waldroo,  CiulwalaUttr 
C.  Wuhbarna,  ISllha  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Way>hlmme, 
Wation,  WdU,  WiUiamt,  Wood,  Woodrafl;  Woodwortb.— 
119. 

NATfl^MeMin.  Atten,  HmdU^  8.  Bettnrtt^  Bowie,  Burnetii 
ToBif  P.  Campbell,  Cdruiherif  Qukifiy  WiUiamtnn  R.  W.  (hbb, 
Ooac,  Crawford.  Omxv,  Hsu  rt  Wnma  Datis,  DawddL  Dim  x, 
Bimwni$aiu  EUwU^  Flartnet,  Fostke,  Oooity  AvauMtua  BdO, 
Samp$on  W.  Harrit,  Thomat  L.  Harrit,  Hatem,  Horniw, 
Houdnn^  JcwrU.  George  W,  Jottes^  KidweO,  Lakb,  Lumpkin, 
McQueen.  Orr^  Bttktr^  Kkade.  Kkadt,  Kicads,  Ruffin,  Sunrier, 
atewarty  Walker,  Warner,  Wheder.—42. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  bill : — 

A  mi  to  proteet  tbe  people  against  cormpi  and  secret  in- 
flnenoe  in  matters  of  legiiiUtion. 

Be  it  enarted  hj  tbe  Senate  and  Uoqm  of  ReprewntatiTes 
of  the  United  Statics  of  America  In  Gongreas  anembled, 
niat  DO  person  shall,  directly  or  Indirectly,  offer  or  agree 
to  five  any  money  or  othnr  TaluaUo  thing,  or  security  for 
any  money  or  other  valuable  thing,  to  any  person  for  the 
serrke  of  such  person,  or  of  any  other  person,  in  aiding,  or 
adv<oeaUng,  or  procuring,  the  passage  or  defeat  of  any  mea- 
sure before  eAtbcr  Iloura  of  Oongress,  or  any  committee  of 
eltlier  Ilouse,  to  be  paid  or  delivered  on  the  contingency  of 
the  passage  or  defeat  of  any  measure  before  either  Ilouse  of 
Oongress,  or  before  any  committee  of  either  House:  and 
that  no  person  shall  agree  to  accept  or  receive,  or  ^hall  ac- 
cept or  receive,  any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  for  aid- 
ing, or  advocating,  or  procuring,  the  passage  or  defMit  of 
any  measure  before  either  House  of  Congress,  or  before  any 
eommittee  of  either  House ;  and  that  every  bargain,  con- 
tract, or  security  for  any  sudb  eompensatioii  on  any  such 
contingency,  and  all  shifts  and  oontrivances  to  cover  or  con- 
ceal such  bargain,  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void ;  and 
the  parties  to  any  such  banptin,  eontract,  agreement,  or 
understanding,  as  well  the  party  to  pay  as  the  party  to  re- 
ceive the  money  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  security  there- 
for, on  any  such  contingency  as  is  above  Indicated,  are 
hersbj  declared  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor ;  and  on  conviction 
thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  Juris- 
diction of  the  said  ofllvnce,  shall  suffer  imprisonment  In  the 
common  jail  for  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  more  than 
one  year,  and  be  subtjeet  to  a  flue  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  That  no  person  having  any  interest  In  the  passage 
or  defeat  of  any  measure  before  either  House  of  Congress, 
and  no  agent  or  person  acting  for  or  representing  any  other 
person  as  a^rent  or  attorney,  in  law  or  in  fiiet,  for  procuring;, 
aiding,  or  advocating  the  paraage  or  defeat  of  any  measure 
before  either  House  of  Conicnwi*,  or  before  any  committee  of 
either  House,  shall  approach,  converse  with,  or  explain  to. 
or  in  any  manner  attempt  to  influence,  any  member  of 
Hther  House  relative  to  such  measure,  without  first  dlt- 
tincUy  disclosing  to  such  member  whether  he  \a  intercHted 
personally  In  his  own  rl);ht  or  as  agent  for  any  other  person 
In  the  paMiagc  or  defeat  of  sut^h  measure ;  and  any  p«>rsi>n 
who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  section  ix  hereby 
declared  guilty  of  a  mlfuleroeanor.  and  on  oonvirtion  thereof, 
before  any  coiirt  of  the  United  States,  be  punIp*h<Nl  by  im- 
prisonment for  not  less  than  one  month  nor  more  than  one 
year,  and  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  hill  wfts  passed  on  the  28th  of  Feb., 
1857,  by  the  following  vote : — 

Ybah. — Memrs.  Aiken,  Alliwn,  Hmdlry  S.  Bennett.  Benson, 
Bingham,  Bttrni'H,  CUdtoitladrr,  James  H.  CampMl,  John 
P.  Caxpbri.l,  liKwis  D.  Campbell.  Caruslr.  Otruthm,  i\ukie, 
Ezra  Clark,  ilingman.  WiUianunn  R.  W.  Chbh.  Cox.  Cniw- 
ford,  CuLLEN.  Cumhflck,  Daridum.  Henrt  Wintfr  D^vis, 
Day,  Dean,  IMck.  JtotnleU.  Dunn,  Durfee,  JBimundson.  KfliiM. 
Emrie,  KruriH,  Kvanr,  Fhidkntr,  FUtrenee,  Foster.  G^irneJi, 
GwU,  (wTtenwKtt.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Samppm  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Ilarris.  Havkn.  HorrMAN,  Talentine  B.  Horton, 
Howilon.  Je.tpflt.  Genrge  W.  Jones.  Keftjf.  Kidwfll.  Knight, 
Knowlton.  Knox,  Ijtteher^  Lumjtkiny  HuMPnaEY  Marshall, 
Samud  S.  MnrshaH.  Maxwell.  MeQtfeen,  Killhin  Miller.  Smith 
MUler,  MrmRB,  3fr/»ri>y?i,  Mott,  Norton,  Orr.  J\icker.  JWk, 
Perry,  Pike,  /bior//,  Purtiance.  Purtcar,  Rkadt.  Ritchie, 
Ruffin,  Sandidge^  fitnifff.  Scott,  Seward,  Sherman,  Samud  A. 
Smith.  nilUam  SmiOu  Wiluam  K.  Smith,  Spinner.  Strana- , 
han.  Tolftfttt,  Taylor,  Underwood.  Valk,  AVade,  Wakfman,  | 
Walker,  Warner,  Watkiw.  Welch,  Wheeler,  Williams.  WwhI, 
Woodruff,  Woodworth,  Danid  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright.  , 
StoLuoorFER.— Iu4.  ! 

Nats.— Messrs.  Albright,  Allen.  Ball,  Barbour.  Barclay,  I 
Henry  Bennett,  BiUint;hunit,  nixliop.  Bliss,  Hmtrk.  Jimoif-, 
Bradihaw.  Brenton,  Broom.  Buffi nton,  Burlingnmi*.  Chsf- ' 
Sm,  Clawsoa.Oolfiix,Comins.  Covmle.  Ori^.  Damrell.  JanJt 
a  Aavif,  Bienvtr,  Da  Witt,  Dickaon,  Dodd,  >:die,  Etheriimii, 
VUcler,  iixMBT  M  Fuller,  r/toaia«  J.  D.  Futkr,  UaUowi^, 


.  (kangar,  Eutan,  Barhai,  Hbdfaa,  HolUmm,  TliflaMa  lb  t 
Horton.  Howard,  Hushston,  KsNiarr,  King,  Knans  Kq» 
kel,  Letter,  Lirdlkt,  Haea,  AuzAirikU  K.  Habsbalu,  W^ 
mm,  Millward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Niekols,  Asdnw  OHv«r, 
Parker,  Pelton.  Pennington,  Pettit,  Poarn,  Princl*,  Qui^ 
man,  Ricaud,  Bobbins,  Roberta,  Robinson,  Sallii,  Sateei, 
Sapp,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Srwart.  Swopb,  Tappan,  Thortngk 
ton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton.  Vail,  Wall»idgak  WaUirOD, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbuma,  Ellhn  B.  Wadibuma,  WatsMu 
Weil;  WmnriT,  WinikfWj—%^ 

Democrats  in  italics,  Fillmore  Americans  in 
SMALL  CAPITALS,  Republicans  in  roman. 

Before  the  resolutions  relating  to  Mcwni". 
Mntteson  and  others  had  passed,  the  state 
of  New  York  had  elected  representatives  to 
the  next,  or  the  35th  ConCTOSs.  Amongst  the 
reprenentatives  elected,  Mr.  Matieson  was  re- 
turned as  a  member  of  the  35th  Conpjrefw. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  Oongress  Mr.  Matte- 
son  answered  to  his  name  and  was  sworn  in. 

On  the  25th  February,  1858.  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Illinois,  introduced  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
select  committee  of  this  House  reported  the 
following  resolutions,  to  wit: 

(Here  the  resolutions  on  the  preceding  page 
relative  to  Mr.  Mattcson,  were  repeated^) 

And  said  committee  also  reported  the  facts 
upon  which  said  resolutions  were  predicated, 
which  are  published  with  the  reports  of  (he 
House ;  ana  whereas  the  first  of  said  resolu- 
tions was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  27th  of  February  last  by  a  vote 
of  145  ayes  to  17  noes,  and  the  said  second  re- 
solution was  adopted  by  the  House  on  the 
same  day  without  a  division  ;  and  whereas  the 
said  Mattcson  hud,  prior  to  any  vote  l>eing 
taken  on  the  last  resolution,  resigned  his  seat 
in  this  IIouHe,  and  thus  avoided  the  effect  of 
the  same,  had  it  been  piissed  ;  and  wheretis  the 
said  Mattoson  is  a  member  of  this  House^  with 
the  imputations  convo^ycil  by  the  passage  uf  the 
first  two  of  the  forogomg  resolutions  still  iip<»n 
him,  and  without  having  been  subsOf|uently 
re-elected  by  his  constituents:   Therefore — 

Rrsolved,  That  Or5«amus  B.  Matteson,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Ilouse  from  the  state  of  New  York, 
be,  and  is  hereby,  e.Kpelled  from  this  House. 

The  same  having  been  read, 

After  debate. 

The  resolutions  wore,  on  moti<m  of  Mr.  Sew- 
ard of  Ge(^rgia,  rof«'rred  to  a  8ele<rt  committee 

On  the22d  of  March,  ls:>8,  Mr.  Sew.vd,  from 
the  select  committee,  consisting  of  L?msclf, 
Messrs.  Grow  of  Pennsvlvauia,  Iluylerof  New 
Jersey,  and  Curtis  of  fowa.  made  a  report. 

The  committee,  after  detailing  tlie  facts  \t\ 
the  case,  discussed  the  power  of  the  House  as 
follows : — 

With  the  expiration  of  the  34th  Congrosa 
its  power  ended.  Its  judgment  had  been  pnn 
nouncod.  Mr.  Matteson,  if  ,jiy  other  res]>on- 
sibility  attaolied  to  him,  was  amenable  to  the 
people  of  his  district.  Tho  fact  of  Mr.  Matte- 
son  s  elortion  to  th*^  Ii5th  (^)n;rross  was  kni»wn 
to  the  House  of  Roprosontativcw  of  tho  34tL 
Congress,  and  if  tho  Houm)  has  tho  right  to 
declare  a  dis«jiinliti<'ation  ox<!lndin;x  tho  inem- 
ber  accused  from  his  .•icat,  it  is  not  easv  to 
conceive,  upon  any  fair  prinoipla  of  reasoning 
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whj  the  HooM  of  the  34th  Gongresfl  did  not 
p^oneoo  the  power  to  prescribe  me  disqualifi- 
cKkioD ;  and  if  so,  why  it  wan  not  exercised, 
that  the  people  might  have  resumed  their  right 
to  ohooee  another  representative. 

The  powers  and  privileges  of  this  House  are 
defined  by  the  Constitution  formed  by  the 
people.  The  exercise  of  other  powers  would 
be  a  violation  of  their  rights.  The  assertion 
of  power  in  this  case  is  but  entering  upon  a 
fearful  oontest  with  the  American  people  to 
deprive  them  of  their  rights  and  privueges. 
To  exert  it  would  be  a  flagrant  usurpation  of 
powers  never  granted  to  this  body,  and  would 
ultimately  annihilate  the  power  of  the  people 
in  the  choice  W  their  reprci^entatives.  It  is  a 
uuestion  of  usurpation  ilpon  the  one  side,  and 
American  freedom  upon  the  other. 

While  this  House  should  scrupulously  guard 
and  protect  its  own  privileges  and  purity,  it 
shoold  be  equally  cautious  not  to  invade  the 

Sriviieges  of  the  j)eople.  Can  any  reasonable 
oabt  be  entertained  as  to  the  ix>wer  claimed, 
it  should  be  permitted  to  remain  with  the  peo- 
ple, who,  wisely  under  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, are  confided  with  the  duty  of  selecting 
their  repreiientatives  every  two  years. 

The  committee,  while  tfiey  are  not  prepared 
to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  over  the 
question  as  now  presented,  yet,  as  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to  them  proposes  the  expulsion 
of  the  member  from  New  York,  and  seeks  to 
go  beyond  the  resolutions  of  censure  of  the 
Ilouse  of  Representatives  of  the  34th  Congress, 
it  became  necessary,  in  view  of  the  diversity 
of  opinion  up<jn  the  subject  of  jurisdiction  as 
to  ite  rights  and  privileges,  to  look  for  the  facts 
upon  which  the  House  is  to  act.  If  this  House 
holds  that  it  has  jurisdiction,  then  the  record 
of  the  last  House  becomes  important  in  the 
proper  determination  of  the  case.  Hence,  the 
committee  felt  it  due  to  principle  and  to  the 
accused  to  give  him  the  privilege  of  appearing 
before  the  committee,  that  he  might  be  heard 
if  he  desired.  Mr.  Matteson  accordingly  ap- 
peared and  submitted  his  statement,  which  is 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.   . 

The  propriety  of  this  view  of  the  sulyect 
will  at  once  bo  admitted,  as  this  House  seeks 
to  punish  the  member  to  the  full  extent  known 
to  the  Constitution  upon  a  bare  resolution, 
without  providing  for  any  trial,  or  affording  to 
the  accused  any  means  oi  defence.  Whatever 
arguments  may  be  deduced  from  the  resolution 
of  the  last  House  contemplating  the  expulsion 
of  Mr.  Matteson,  still  no  decision  was  had 
thereon,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  Whether,  upon  a  direct  vote,  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  would  have  voted  for 
his  expulsion,  is  not  for  your  committee  to  de- 
termine. The  mode  of  proceeding,  sliould  the 
jurisdiction  Ije  assumed,  will  bo  for  the  House 
to  determine,  lookinj;  to  the  great  principle  in- 
Yolve^l  and  the  member  to  he  aff»H.*t«Ml  thereby. 

All  of  which  is  r(»spect fully  suhinittod. 

James  L.  Sewaro,  Chairman. 
G  A  LUSH  A  A.  Grow, 
John  Ulyleh. 


Resolved^  That  it  is  mexpedienl  for  thki 
House  to  take  any  further  action  in  regard  to 
the  resolutions  proposing  to  expel  0.  B.  Mai- 
teson. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  dissented  from  these 
views,  but  submitted  no  resolutions  for  the 
action  of  the  House. 

The  whole  subject  was  hiid  on  the  table  in 
the  House. 


McKinley,  John,  late  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Courts 

On  the  Constitutionality  or  thx  PASBXNont 
Laws  op  New  York. 

In  the  cases  of  Smith  v.  Tamer,  and  Norris 
V.  City  of  Boston,  in  which  the  constitutional- 
ity of  the  passenger  laws  of  New  York  and 
&Iassachusetts  came  under  consideration,  and 
were  declared  void.  Justice  McKinley  deUvei^ 
ed  the  following  opinion : 

The  first  clause  of  the  ninth  section  and  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  providee,  *'  that  the 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  a* 
any  of  the  states  now  existing  shall  think  pro* 
per  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  tiie 
Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not 
exceeding  |I0  for  each  person."  On  the 
last  argument  of  this  clause  no  reference  was 
made  to  this  clause  of  the  Constitution ;  nor 
have  I  ever  heard  a  full  and  satisfactory  ar- 
gument on  the  subject.  Yet,  on  a  full  exami- 
nation of  this  clause  connected  with  other 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  it  has  had  a 
controlling  influence  on  my  mind  in  the  deter- 
mination of  the  case  before  us.  Some  of  my 
brethren  have  insisted  that  the  clause  here 
quoted  applies  exclusively  to  the  importation 
of  slaves.  If  the  phrase  *'  the  migration  or 
importation  of  such  persons''  was  intended  by 
the  convention  to  mean  slaves  only,  why,  in 
the  assertion  of  the  taxing  power,  did  they, 
in  the  same  clause,  separate  migration  from 
importation,  and  use  the  following  language? 
'*  But  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
persons,  not  exceeding  $10  for  each  person." 
All  will  admit,  that  if  the  word  migration 
were  excluded  from  the  clause,  it  would  ap- 
ply to  slaves  only.  An  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  in  the  convention  to  amend  this 
clause,  by  striking  out  the  word  migration, 
and  thereby  to  make  it  apply  to  slaves  exclu- 
sively. In  the  face  of  tnis  fact,  the  debater 
in  the  convention,  certain  numbers  of  the 
Federalist,  together  with  Mr.  Madison's  re- 
port to  the  legislature  of  Virginia  in  1799— 
eleven  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution— are  relied  on  to  prove  that  the  words 
migration  and  importation  are  synonymous, 
within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
clause.  The  acknowledged  accuracy  of  lan- 
guage and  clearness  of  diction  in  the  Constitu- 
tion would  seem  to  forbid  the  imputation  of 
so  gross  an  error  to  the  distinguished  authors 
of  that  instrument.  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  anything  in  the  debates  of  the  oonTen-  . 
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iion,  in  the  Federalist,  or  the  report  of  Mr. 
Madison,  inconsistent  with  the  constraction 
here  given.  Were  they,  however,  directly 
opposed  to  it,  they  could  not,  by  any  known 
rule  of  construction,  control  or  modify  the 
plain  and  unambiguous  language  of  the  clause 
in  question.  The  conclusion,  to  my  mind,  is 
therefore  irresistible  that  there  are  two  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  classes  of  persons  intenaed 
to  be  pn.>vidcii  for  by  thio  clause.  Although 
they  are  both  subjects  of  commerce,  the  latter 
class  only  is  the  subject  of  trade  and  importa- 
tion. Tlio  slaves  are  not  immigrants,  and  had 
no  exercise  of  volition  in  their  transportation 
from  Africa  to  the  United  States.  Tne  owner 
was  bound  to  enter  them  at  the  custom-house, 
as  any  other  article  of  commerce  or  importa- 
tion, and  to  pay  the  duty  imposed  by  law ; 
whilst  the  persons  of  the  first  class,  although 
subjects  of  commerce,  had  the  free  exercise 
of  volition,  and  could  remove  at  pleasure  from 
one  place  to  another ;  and  when  they  deter- 
mined to  migrate  or  remove  from  any  Euro- 
pean government  to  the  United  States,  they 
voluntarily  dissolved  the  bond  of  allegiance 
to  their  sovereign,  with  the  intention  to  con- 
tract a  temporary  or  permanent  allegiance  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  if 
transported  in  an  American  ship,  that  allegi- 
ance commenced  the  moment  they  got  on 
board.  They  were  subject  to,  protected  by, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  end  of 
their  voyage.  Ilavinc  thus  shown  that  there 
are  two  separate  and  distinct  classes  included 
in,  and  provided  by,  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution referred  to,  the  question  arises,  how  far 
the  persons  of  the  first  class  are  protected  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
from  the  operatir\n  of  the  statute  of  New  York 
now  under  consideration  ?  The  power  was 
conferred  on  Congress  to  prohibit  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  into  all  the 
new  states,  from  and  after  the  time  of  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  because  the  exemp- 
tion from  the  prohibition  of  Congress  was 
confined  exclusively  to  the  states  then  exist- 
ing, and  left  the  power  to  operate  upon  all 
the  new  states  admitted  into  the  Uniim  prior 
to  1808.  Four  now  states  having  been  thus 
admitted  within  that  time,  it  follows,  beyond 
controversy,  the  power  of  Cimgress  over  the 
whole  su) licet  of  migration  and  importation 
was  complete  througliout  the  United  States 
after  1808. 

The  power  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  **  all 
such  persons,"  includes  iieceHsarily,  the  power 
to  admit  them  on  such  conditions  as  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  impose  ;  and,  therefore, 
as  a  condition.  Congress  has  the  unlimited 
power  of  taxinir  them.  If  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  whole  power  over  the  subject  be- 
longs exclusivclv  to  Congress,  and  connects 
itself  indissolubly  with  the  ])ower  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  How  far, 
then,  are  these  immigrants  pn>tected,  upon 
their  arrival  in  the  United  iStates,  against  the 
power  of  state  statutes  ?  The  ship,  the  carg*), 
the  master,  the  crew,  and  the  passengers  are 


all  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  final  termination  of  the 
voyage ;  and  the  passengers  have  a  right  to  be 
landed  and  go  on  shore  under  the  protection 
of  and  subject  to  these  laws  only,  except  so 
far  as*  they  may  be  subject  to  the  quarantine 
laws  of  the  place  where  they  are  landed; 
which  laws  are  not  drawn  in  question  in  this 
controversy.  The  great  question  here  is, 
where  does  the  power  of  tne  United  States 
over  this  subject  end,  and  where  does  the  state 
power  begin  ?  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
most  perplexing  questions  ever  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  this  court. 

A  similar  question  arose  in  the  case  of 
Brown  o.  The  State  of  MarylrfM  (12  Wheat 
419],  in  which  the  court  carried  out  the  power 
of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  with  fbreisn 
nations,  upon  the  subject  then  under  conme- 
ration,  to  the  line  which  separates  it  fh>m  the 
reserved  powers  of  the  states,  and  plainly 
established  the  power  of  the  states  over  the 
same  subject-matter  beyond  that  line. 

The  clause  of  the  Constitution  already  re- 
ferred to  in  this  case,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  provision  which  confers  on  Congress  the 
power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
tor  carrying  into  effect  the  enumerates  and 
all  other  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
seem  necessarily  to  include  the  whole  ponrer 
over  this  subject ;  and  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  iJnited  States  being  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  stato  power  cannot  be  extended 
over  the  same  subject.  It  therefore  follows 
that  passengers  can  never  be  subject  to  state 
laws  until  they  become  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  state,  temporarily  or  permanently ; 
and  this  view  of  the  subject  seems  to  be  fnOy 
sustained  by  the  case  above  referred  to.  Were 
it  even  admitted  that  the  state  of  New  York 
had  power  to  pass  the  statute  under  conside- 
ration, in  the  absence  of  legislation  by  Con- 
gress on  this  subject,  it  would  avail  nothing 
in  this  case,  because  the  whole  ground  had 
been  occupied  by  Congress  before  that  act  was 
passed,  as  has  been  fully  shown  by  the  pro- 
ceding  opinion  of  my  brother  Catron.  The 
laws  referred  to  in  that  opinion  show  conclu- 
sively that  the  passengers,  their  monevs,  their 
clothing,  their  baggage,  their  tools,  their  im- 
plements, &c.,  are  permitted  to  land  in  the 
United  States  without  tax,  duty,  or  imp<M*t.  1 
therefore  concur  in  the  opinion,  thnt  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below  should  be  reversed. 


McLean^  Johny  Justice. 

Opiniox  or,  ly  same  case. 

Justice  McLean  thus  distinctly  recognised 
the  internal  police  power  of  the  states : — 

**  The  acknowledged  police  power  of  a  state 
extends  often  to  the  destruction  of  property. 
A  nuisance  may  be  abate<l.  Kverything  pre- 
judicial to  the  liealth  or  morals  of  a  city  may 
be  removed.  Merchandise  from  a  port  where 
a  contagious  disease  prevails,  being  liable  to 
communicate  the  disease,  may  Ik*  nx(duded ; 
and,  in  extreme  cases,  it  may  be  tlirown  into 
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f)ie  sea.  This  comes  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
regulations  of  commerce,  and  yet  no  one 
doabts  the  local  power.  It  is  a  power  essen- 
tial to  sclf-preflervation,  and  exists,  necessarily, 
in  erery  organized  community.  It  is,  indeed, 
the  law  of  nature,  and  is  possessed  by  man  in 
liib  uidividual  capacity.  lie  may  resist  that 
which  does  harm  him,  whether  ho  be  assailed 
by  an  assassin,  or  approached  by  poison.  And 
it  is  the  settled  construction  of  every  regula- 
Uun  of  commerce,  that,  under  the  sanction  of 
Ixn  general  laws,  no  person  can  introduce  into 
a  community  malignant  diseases,  or  anything 
which  contaminates  its  morals,  or  endangers 
its  safety.  And  this  is  an  acknowledged  prin- 
ciple applicable  to  all  general  regulations. 
Indiridnals,  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own 
rights,  must  be  careful  not  to  injure  the  rights 
oTothers. 

*'  From  the  explosive  nature  of  gunpowder, 
a  city  may  exclude  it.  Now  this  is  an  article 
of  commerce,  and  is  not  known  to  carry  infec- 
tious disease ;  yet,  to  guard  against  a  contin- 
ent injury,  a  city  may  prohibit  its  introduc- 
tion. These  exceptions  are  always  implied  in 
commercial  regulations,  where  the  general 
goremment  is  admitted  to  have  the  exclusive 

Eower.  They  are  not  regulations  of  commerce, 
ut  acts  of  self  preservation.  And  although 
they  affect  commerce  to  some  extent,  yet  such 
effect  is  the  result  of  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
doubted power  in  the  state. 

"  In  all  matters  of  government,  and  espe- 
.cially  of  police,  a  wide  discretion  is  necessary. 
It  is  not  susceptible  of  an  exact  limitation,  but 
must  be  exercised  under  the  changing  exigen- 
cies of  tjocioty.  In  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion, of  wealth,  and  of  civilization,  new  and 
vicious  indulgencics  spring  up,  which  require 
restraints  tliat  can  only  be  imposed  by  the  le- 
gislative power.  When  this  power  shall  be  ex- 
erted, how  far  it  shall  be  carried  and  where  it 
shall  cease,  must  mainly  depend  upon  the  evil 
to  be  remedied.  Under  the  pretence  of  a  po- 
lice regulation,  a  state  cannot  counteract  the 
commercial  power  of  Congress.  And  yet,  as 
has  been  shown,  to  guard  the  health,  morals, 
and  safety  of  the  community,  the  laws  of  a 
state  may  prohibit  an  importer  from  landing 
his  goods,  and  may  sometimes  authorize  their 
destruction.  But  this  exception  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  general  commercial  law  is  limited 

to  the  existing  exigency. 

«  «  *  •» 

"  The  police  power  of  a  state  and  the  for- 
eign commercial  power  of  Congress  must  stand 
together.  Neither  of  them  can  be  so  exercised 
as  materially  to  affect  the  other.  The  sources 
•nd  objects  of  these  powers  are  exclusive,  dis- 
tinct, and  independent,  and  are  essential  to 
both  governments.'' 

Mexican  War. 

Oar  the  13th  of  October,  1845,  an  inquiry 
was  made  by  the  United  States  government  of 
the  jsoYemment  of  Mexico,  whether  it  would 
receiTC  an  envoy  from  the  iTnited  States,  in- 


trusted with  full  powers  to  adjust  all  ques- 
tions in  dispute  beUreen  the  two  ^vemments, 
with  the  assurance  that,  if  an  i&rmative  an- 
swer should  be  received,  such  an  envoy  would 
be  immediately  despatched  to  Mexico. 

An  affirmative  answer  was  received,  with  a 
request  that  the  American  naval  force  at  Vera 
Cruz  might  be  withdrawn,  lest  its  presence 
might  have  the  appearance  of  menace  and 
coercion  pending  the  negotiations.  The  naval 
force  was  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  John  Slidell 
of  Louisiana  was  appointed  envoy,  with  full 
power  to  adjust  both  the  questions  of  the 
Texan  boundary  and  of  indemnification  to 
our  citizens. 

Mr.  Slidell  reached  Mexico  on  the  30th  of 
November,  but  the  government  of  General 
Ilerrera  refused  to  receive  him.  That  govern- 
ment giving  place  shortly  to  the  government 
of  General  I^redes  which  succeeded  it,  he 
presented  himself  to  it ;  but  it  likewise  refused 
to  receive  him,  when  he  returned  home  and 
reported  the  facts  to  his  government 

A  movement  of  American  troops  under 
General  Taylor  to  the  banks  of  the  Del  Norte 
opposite  Matamoras,  caused  the  Mexican  forces 
to  assume  a  belligerent  attitude.  On  the  12th 
of  April,  1846,  General  Ampudia,  then  in 
command  of  the  Mexican  forces,  notified  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  break  up  his  camp  and  rotiro 
beyond  the  Nueces  river.  General  Taylor  not 
complying  with  this  request,  was  on  the  24th 
of  April  informed  by  the  Mexican  commander 
that  hostilities  had  commenced,  and  that  he 
should  prosecute  them.  On  the  same  day  a 
party  ot  American  troops,  who  had  been  sent 
up  the  Rio  del  Norte  to  discover  whether  the 
Mexican  troops  had  crossed  the  river,  became 
engaged  with  a  large  body  of  them,  and  after 
a  short  battle,  were  surrounded  and  compelled 
to  surrender.  These  facts  were  all  communi- 
cated to  Congress  by  President  Polk,  on  the 
11th  day  of  May,  1846,  who  asked  for  sup- 
plies of  men  and  money  wherewith  to  carrr 
on  hostilities  with  Mexico.  He  said  in  his 
message : — 

**As  war  exists,  and,  notwithstanding  all  our 
efforts  to  avoid  it,  exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico 
herself,  we  are  called  upon  by  every  considera- 
tion of  duty  and  patriotism  to  vindicate  with 
decision  the  honor,  the  rights,  and  the  interests 
of  our  country." 

On  the  same  day  a  bill  was  reported  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  responding  to  the 
request  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Boyd  of  Kv.  moved  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  section : — 

*<  Wtaerema,  bj  the  act  of  the  Reptibllo  of  Mexico,  a  itate 
of  war  exLtte  between  that  goremment  and  the  United 
Statee:  Tberefbre 

*'  Be  it  enacted  hj  the  Senate  and  Home  of  ReprceentatlTee 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  CongreM  a^Mmbled.  That, 
for  the  purpone  of  enabling  the  government  of  the  United 
Statee  to  proeecute  laid  war  to  a  speedy  and  enoceraful  ter* 
mtnation,  the  Preeident  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to 
employ  the  militia,  naval,  and  military  forces  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  call  for  and  am^  the  serrioes  of  any  number  of 
Tolnnteers,  not  eiceeding  ttty  thousand,  who  may  offer  their 
aenrices  as  cavalry,  artillery,  infkntry,  or  riflemen,  to  serve 
six  or  twelve  months  •ftm  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
plaee  of  rendaivoua,  or  to  the  end  of  tha  var,  wnli 
discharged. 
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**  That  fh«  mm  of  ten  nlllloiii  of  dollan,  be  end  the  nme  |     Nath— Me»nni.  Allen,  Ashlej,  Atrhlmn.  Aihertnn,  Baithjt- 
U  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  In  the  Troarary  >  Benton,  Breeae,  Bright,  Ckmeron,  Onw.  GolqaHt.  DIz,  Hoa» 

or  to  come  Into  t)ie  Treaaury  not  otherwiM  appropriated,  ton,  Jaraaf{in,  Jenneei,  Johnaon  of  Md^  Jcrfmaoo  of  lAf 

for  the  porpoae  of  canying  the  prorlelons  of  thia  act  into  Lewia.  Nilen,  Pean /backer,  Ruyk.  Seniple,  Sevter,  ^m|^( 

efleet.'*  Sturgeon,  Tamey,  Weetcott,  Ynlee.— 28. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  S.  C,  denounced  the  pre-  The  bill  finally  passed  the  Senate,  there 

arable  as  bawe,  fraudulent  and  false.  being  only  two  negative  votes — Messrs.  Thos. 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia  was  unwilling  at  that  Clayton  of  Del.,  and  John  Davis  of  Mass. 

time  to  vote  a  declaration  of  war,  but  consid-  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Berrien,  and  Evans  re- 

ered  withholding  the  supplies  under  the  cir-  fused  to  vote  at  all  on  account  of  the  prcam- 

cumstances  a  greater  evil.  ble. 

Mr.  Albert  Smith  declared  the  preamble  to  Senators  Crittenden  and  Upham  answered 

be  **  false  in  facts,  and  operating  as  a  fraud  ''  ay,  except  the  preamble." 

upon  the  nation.''  jlessrs.  Mangum,  Clayton,  and  Davton  en- 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  here  it  is  : —  tered  their  pn>test  against  the  preamble. 

The  first  question  was  on  striking  out  the  As  passed  by  the  Senate  it  was  amended, 

first  section  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  which  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 

section  moved  by  Mr.  Boyd,  hereinbefore  re-  Ilouse,  and  the  bill  became  a  law  on  the  13th 

recited.  of  May,  1846. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Rockwell  of  Con.  de-  On  that  day  the  President  issued  his  pro- 

manded  the  yeas  and  nays.  clamation  declaring  war  to  exist  between  the 

Mr.  Winthrop  wished  the  question  divided.  United  States  and  Mexico. 

and  put  last  on  what  he  contended  was  a  pre-  — 

amble.  The  Thirtieth  Congress  assembled  on  the 

After  an  argument  on  the  question  of  order,  6th  of  Dec,  1847,  with  a  "NVliig  majority  of  8 

the  chfur  ruled  tliat  the  amendment  was  one,  opposed  to  the  admiuiHtration  (»f  Mr.  Pofk,  the 

and  could  not  be  divided.  remarkable  gain  of  71  Whig  or  opposition 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  members  upon  the  preceding  Confess, 

adoptea  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : —  On  the  15th  of  Dec,  1847,  Mr.  Calhoun  in- 

Ybab.— Mwnt  Steplien  Adanus  Andewon.  Arnold.  Atliin-  troduced  a  resolution  declaring —  ^ 

eon.  Baker.  Bell.  Benton.  BImp,  Jaoips  Bliwk.  Jhb.  A.  Blark,  «*  That  tO  COnoUCr  and  hold  MeXlCO  either  BM 

Bowlln,  Boyd,  Brlnkerhoff.  Brorkenbrouirh,  Brodhnul,  Mil-  _  -»«^..:^««,    ^-  :^^,  -,^^«„*.:„^  :«.  :.,*.«.  *u*  IT»:^.« 

ton  Brown.  William  G.  Brown,  John  H.  oLnpbell,  Cathcart,  ?  province,  Or  incorporating  it  intO  tho  UniWI, 

John  G.  aiapman,  lieubcn  Chapman.  ChaKt>.  Cliipman,  IS  inconsistent  With  the  avowed  object  Of  the 

Clarke,  Oob^  Cocke.  a>iiin,Cuiiom.Cummin8,  Bjniei,  ^^r,  contrary  to  the  sottled  policy  of  the  go?- 

Damgh,  Jeffersttn  Davie,  De  Mott.  DilliiiKham,  Dobbin,  i.    •             /i*   i.      -^u  'i.       l          i            P 

DouKiam  DromjctKiie,  Ediwii,  Eisworth.  KnJman.  Karan,  cmment,  in  contlict  With  its  Character  and  ge- 

Fieklin,  Frlfs,  Garvin,  Gentry,  Goodyear,  Gonh»n,  Grehnm.  nius,  and  in   the  end  must  be  subversive  of 

OroTer,   Ilaralion.   llnrmanfon,   IIenl*»y,   lincf,   Iloiikin*,  „ii  ^.,^  r«««,  «„,i  ^^.v.,l«-  :.^o.4-:«..,i-:^»«  ff                  4 

Uon?h,  Go.irKe  8.   Ifou.ton,   lIunRerford.  J?h.   B.   Hunt;  ^^^  ^^  "^C  and  popular  institutions.       ^              • 

Clmrlea  J.  InfferwU.  Juiidph  R'.  InjeerKolI.  Joxeph  JobuRon,  '^  Kcsolvcd,   That   no   line  of  pollOy  in  the 

^^J^r  "y'"T-*1'^TV*^''T'^*l"."^^;  *;'^''*^^^^  farther   prosecution   of  the  war    should   be 

Leib,  lie  .Sens  Li'^in,  Lignn,  I^umpkln.  Maclny.  M(K  lean,  i      ^    j   '    i  •   i                .        i   x 

McClelland.  Mt-cieniaud.  McOonneii.  .loik-ph  J.  M.-Doweii,  adopted,  which  may  toud  to  consequcnces  10 

Jameit  McDowell.  MrKay.  John  I*.  Martin,  iian^lay  Martin,  disastrous.'^ 

Morrill,  Morwe.Moiilton,  NiTen.Norrla, Owen,  I'ari.-h,  l^yne,  tt-^;^,,^   -«„^i.,«.:^^„  ^«,««,  :„i.«  v«..«y»y1  :.%   *l«w« 

PerriU,  Petllt.  I'h.flpa.  l^oUock.  Price.  Ramsey.  Kathbun.  Reid,  „  ^  ^riOUS  resolutions  WCro  introduced  m  thO 

Belfe.  Rltter,  RoVrtg.  Sawtelle.  Sawyer,  Svimmon,  Uimanl  IlOUSe   of  KcpresentatlVCS,   by  different  mem- 

H.Sim8,Tbu8.  Smilh,  lUilwrt  Smith,  ."^tanton.  Stnrkwtmther.  ^^j^j.^    rolativc  to  the  war 

Bt.John.Stn>n!r.Thihodeaux.ThomH»ion.  Jacob  Thorapwm,  .'       .'      .       ^r      it   i    '         r  C3    n          a»xi    j 

Thurman,Ti».UlK.  Towna,  Trwiway.  Trumlxv,  Wentwurth,  A  SCncs  by  Mr.  llolmes  Of  ^.  L.,  entltloa  a 

Whi'atou,  wi.;k,  Wof«iruff,  Yell,  YounK.--i23.  project  for  pcacc  and  free  trade  with  Mexico, 

Nats.— Mifwrs.  Abliott.  John  Q.  Adamn.  A.vhmnn.  Bar-  i..«^«*    „i.«*     ^^..i^  .n  «k^  i.o,..:»^...«  »«i.-o.»  ^..^.m 

ringer,  Bayiv,  BtniinKer.  iiianchani.  Huflington.  Burt.  Wm.  agreeing  to  rc-code  all  tho  territory  taken  from 

W.  Campbell,  ('am»ll,  Cranston,  Crozler.  Culver.  Garn»tt  McxiCO  l)Cyond   the  Rio  Grande  m  COnSlderO- 

DaTii^  iK.iano.  Dorkt^^^^                                  Kdwin  11.  ^i^^^  ^^f  f       ingrcHS  and  ogrcss  for  our  citizens 

Kwlnft.  rr>ot.  Giddlnifis(lridpr,Orinnell.  Hamlin,  Hampton,  .      ^.t         mr      •               ^  ii             r^   i-r        •             j     i» 

Harper.  HHrri.Tk,  Hillinrd,  K.  H.  Holmea,  I.  K.  Holmeg.  Jno.  m  Ncw  McxiCO   and  Upnor  taillomia,  and  Of 

w.  Houston.  K.  w.  Hubard,  Sam.  D.  Hubijani,  Hu'iiHin.  carrvinK  on  trade  a<^  fullv  as  anv  of  the  Mexi- 

HnntHr.Daiiivl  p.  Kin;{.TbomaaK.  Kii>(!.Ii«wis,  .McGauf(h«y,  ^^^''•.t^^^^  ^c  ♦!.«..«,.«,*.:.,,..., 

MeHenrv.  Mcllvaine.  Marsh,  Miller.  M(»eley,   iNMidleloi!  CancitlZftnS  of  thcse  provinces. 

Khett,  John  A.  iUH:kweii,  Root.ik-iienck.  £>«da«iii,S4'voranrtf,  Mr.   Uichardson  of  111.  introduced  reROlu- 

R^T\**rKL-"r' K'r"l'?;r'L7u^^^^^  ti^'ns  advocating  a  prosecution  of  hostilities 

Bteptiens.  Htewnrt,  htrohra,  Benjamin  ThumpMm.  Tilden.  .                ,               or 

Toombs,  Vance.  Vlntou,  Winthrop,  Woodward,  Yauoey.— 07.  V l^orously . 

The  bill  as  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boyd,  ^^^'  Stephens  of  Ga.  introduced  an  aincnd- 

passed  by  a  vote  of  122  yeas  to  14  nays,  the  ^^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^  present  war  with  Mexico  should 

negative  vote  being  as  fJllows:—  ?"*  ,^e  ^^^cd  with  a  v'iew  to  conquest,  either 

M*^  John  Qnincy  Adam,  and  Ashmnn  of  Maa..,  Cran-  ^^  the  SubjUgatlon  or  dismeillbernicnt  of  that 

flton  of  R.  I..  Culver  of  N.  Y.,  Deiany  and  ondin:;-  of  o.,  republic,  and  exprcssive  of  the  desire  of  the 

Griuneii.  HudNon  and  Kinn  of  Mads.,  Root  of  0.,  Severance  United  States  to  terminate  hostilities   upon 

of  Me..  Strohm  of  P.,  Tilden  and  Vance  of  O.  ^^„^^  honorable  to  both  parties. 

In  the  Senate  a  war  was  made  upon  the  pre-  Mr.  Botts  of  Va.  offered  ns  a  substitute, 

amble  of  the  bill.  resolutions  to  the  following  rffect  :— 

A  motion  to  strike  it  out  was  lost  by  the  fol-  ««  That  a  preservation  of  the  national  intec^ 

lowing  vote: —  rity,  a  strict  obser\ance  of  the  limitations  oT 

YBAi.— Meesrs.  Archer,  Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun.  Thomas  the  Constitution,  and  a  resistance  tO  exfiOUtivO 

aL^'S'V.i'^'' H»iS.!?r'  Mi^Si.f1i:C«;  M^K  encroachment  i«  the  hiRhe^t  duty  of  the  rep- 

EiBunona,  Upham,  Woodbridge^is.  resentatives  of  the  people ;  that  a  war  of  oon- 


MEXICAN  WAR. 


817 


qnest  is  riolatiye  of  the  Oonstitation  and  ee- 
nhiB  and  spirit  of  our  institations ;  that  the 
present  war  was  not  brought  on  by  the  act  of 
Menco ;  that  it  was  the  unauthorized  act  of 
the  President ;  that  we  have  no  right  to  claim 
indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  that 
the  honor  of  this  nation  does  not  consist  in 
exacting  territory  from  Mexico  to  which  we 
bare  no  claim,  and  yielding  to  Great  Britain 
territory  .the  title  to  which  was  declared  to  be 
clear  and  unquestionable,  and  that  to  pursue 
the  weak  and  eyade  the  strong  does  not  pre- 
sent the  honor,  courage,  or  greatness  of  our 
people  in  their  true  light : 

Tnat  to  exact  indemnity  from  Mexico  would 
inyolye  us  in  the  sustenance  of  a  principle  in 
aQ  fature  wars  which  would  cause  us  either 
to  surrender  the  same  or  be  engaged  in  inter- 
minable conflict ;  that  no  new  territory  can 
be  annexed  to  the  United  States  by  virtue  of 
a  war,  without  involving  the  agitation  of  do- 
meetio  di£Sculties,  begetting  sectional  animosi- 
tieSy  and  weakening  the  ties  which  bind  us 
together.  The  resolutions  continued  in  very 
much  the  same  spirit  in  opposition  to  the  war, 
and  are  too  long  to  be  afforded  space  in  these 
columns. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Ind.  gave  notice  of  a  pro- 
position which  he  should  submit,  when  in 
order,  pointing  out  the  terms  to  Mexico  upon 
which  peace  might  be  established. 

The  previous  question  not  being  seconded, 
the  discussion  of  these  resolutions  was  laid 
over  to  a  future  day. 

On  the  22d  of  Dec.,  Mr.  Lincolt^f  111.,  in- 
Iroduced  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  inform  Congress  whether  the  spot  on 
which  the  first  blood  was  shed,  was  American 
soil  or  not. 

Mr.  Toombs  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
dismemberment  of  Mexico,  as  an  indispensable 
condition  of  the  restoration  of  peace,  was 
neither  required  by  the  honor  or  interest  of 
the  republic. 

Mr.  Vandyke  of  N.  J.  offered  a  resolution 
that  the  order  stationing  General  Taylor  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  an  act  of 
aggression  in  itself,  and  the  immediate  cause 
ctfthe  conflict  between  the  two  nations  ;  that 
the  war  should  not  be  prosecuted  any  further ; 
that  our  forces  should  be  vri thdrawn  from 
Mexico,  ^.,  &c. 


On  the  3d  of  January,  1848,  Mr.  Hudson 
moved  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military 
afiliirs  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  withdraw  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  our  armies  now  in  Mexico ;  and  to 
propose  to  the  Mexican  government  forthwith 
a  treaty  of  peace  on  the  following  bases, 
namely :  That  we  relinquish  all  claim  to  in- 
demnity for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  that 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
Mezioo  shall  be  established  at  or  near  the 
desert  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande ; 
that  Mexico  ahall  be  held  to  pay  all  just  claims 


due  to  our  citizens  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war ;  and  that  a  convention  shall  be  en- 
tered into  by  the  two  nations  to  provide  for 
the  liquidation  of  those  claims  ana  the  mods 
of  payment. 

Mr.  Hudson  called  for  the  previous  questioc 
on  the  resolution. 

After  much  discussion  about  disposing  of 
the  resolution,  movements  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  &c.,  the  resolution  was  disagreed  to  by 
41  yeas,  137  nays. 

Mr.  Dickey  of  Pa.  moved  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  deprecating  the  present  war  with 
Mexico,  and  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  of 
five  from  the  Houses  to  confer  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  report  to  each  House,  in  secret  or 
open  session  as  it  may  be  proper,  the  best  mode 
01  terminating  the  same. 

Mr.  Hampton  of  Pa.  introduced  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  providing  for  the  admission 
into  our  Union  of  such  Mexican  territories 
whose  people  may  apply  therefor. 

Mr.  Houston  of  Del.,  previous  notice  having 
been  given,  introduced  the  following  joint  re- 
solution of  thanks  to  Major  Gen.  Taylor : — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America 
m  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of 
Confess  are  due,  and  they  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  Migor  General  Zachary  Taylor,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
regular  army  and  of  the  volunteers  under  his 
command,  for  their  indomitable  valor,  skill, 
and  good  conduct  conspicuously  displajred  on 
the  ^d  and  23d  days  of  February  last,  in  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista,  in  defeating  a  numerous 
Mexican  army,  consisting  of  four  times  their 
number,  and  composed  of  chosen  troops  under 
their  favorite  commander.  Gen.  Santa  Anna, 
and  thereby  obtaining  a  victory  over  the  ene- 
my which,  for  its  signal  and  brilliant  charac- 
ter, is  unsurpassed  in  the  military  annals  of 
the  world. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a 
gold  medal  with  devices  emblematical  of  this 
splendid  achievement,  and  presented  to  Major 
Gen.  Taylor,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  of  his  services  on  that  memorabis 
occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions to  be  communicated  to  Mi^or  General 
Taylor  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  beet 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  thereof. 

Mr.  Evans  intimated  his  desire  to  offer  the 
following  amendment : — 

Resolved,  That  the  capitulation  of  Monterey 
meets  with  the  entire  sanction  and  approba- 
tion of  this  Congress ;  and  that  the  terms  of 
that  capitulation  were  as  creditable  to  tbs 
humanity  and  skill  of  the  gallant  Taylor  as 
the  achievement  of  the  victory  of  Monterey 
was  glorious  to  our  arms. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  ths 
Speaker,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Evans,  and  others. 

Mr.  Houston  of  Del.,  to  obviate  aU  diffico^ 
ties,  moved  the  previous  question  on  ths 
original  resolution. 
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The  previous  question  was  not  seconded.  of  delegates  of  said  state,  she  should  become  t 

The  speaker  again  announced  the  question  state  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  states, 

to  be  on  a  motion  b^  Mr.  Jamison  to  refer  to  without  any  further  action  bj  Congrewi.    It 

the  committee  on  military  affairs.  was  further  conditioned  that  the  jurisdiction 

Mr.  Henley  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  an  of  said  state  should  only  extend  over  the  terri- 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  add  the  words  tory  embraced  within  the  limits  set  forth  in 
"  engaged  as  they  were  in  defending  the  said  bill.  The  law  prescribed  that  the  con- 
rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.''  On  this  he  vention  to  give  the  assent  of  the  state  to  the 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  boundaries  set  forth,  should  be  elected  for  tliat 

Mr.  Ashmun  moved  to  amend  the  amend-  purpose, 
ment  by  adding  the  words  '*  in  a  war  unneces-      A  convention  elected  in  pursuance  of  an  act 

sarily  and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  of  the  state  legislature  (though  it  had  not  yet 

President  of  the  United  States."  become  a  state),  held  on  the  26th  of  Dec., 

Mr.  McLane  said  before  he  recorded  his  vote  1836,  rejected  the  fundamental  oondiiioD  of 

he  desired —  admission  prescribed  by  Congress. 

The  Speaker  interposed,  and  informed  the       A  convention  held  on  the  14th  of  Dec, 

eentleman  from  Maryland  that  debate  was  not  1836,  of  delegates  elected  in  aU  the  counties 

in  order — if  it  became  the  subject  of  debate,  of  the  state  except  two  witliout  the  virtue  of 

it  would  go  over  until  to-morrow.  any  act  of  the  state  or  territorial  legislature,  bat 

Mr.  McLane  said  he  had  an  amendment  to  merely  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  adopted  by 

offer.        .  the  people  themselves  in  primary  meeting. 

The  Speaker  said  no  amendment  was  in  gave  its  assent  to  the  fundamental  conditioDs 

order  at  present.  prescribed  by  Congress. 

After  some  conversation  the  yeas  and  nays       Here  were  two  conventions  pursuing  direet- 

were  ordered  on  Mr.  Ashmun's  amendment  to  ly  an  opposite  course  of  action,  and  reaching 

the  amendment ;  and,  being  taken,  they  re-  opposite  conclusions, 
suited  as  follows : —  Under  Uie  law  the  President  was  requiretl 

Tkab.— Mewn.  John  a  Adams,  Ashman,  BarrinKer,  Bar-  to  issue  his  proclamation  recognising  Michi- 

row,  Belcher,  BotU,  Brady,  Bnekner,  Ganby.  Qlnffman,  gan  to  be  One  of  the  StatCS  of  UlC  UniOU  whcu 

Oocke,  Collamer,  Ounger.  Cranston,  CrowelU  Crosier,  Dickey,  Xu^   ^, m^a    ™,:*i.   *v.«   .a^..;.a««ia«».    «r  •Ua 

Dixon,  Donnell,  DuJr,  Daniel  Duncan,  Gamett  Duncan,  she   complied   With   the   rcquiremento   Of  thC 

Dunn,  ]->kert,  Edwards,  Alexander  ETans,  Nathan  ETans,  same.     Had  this  condition  of  thmgS  anson  in 

Visher.  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentir,  Oiddings,  Goggin,  Orinnell,  fi.^    tpopsr    of   Conirroflfl     President   Jnckson 

Uale,  Nathan  K.  Hall.  Jan.  6.  Hampton,  UaiPkell,  Henry,  ^^^^  recesS    01    \^ongress,    rresiaenu   •'ttCKSOQ 

John  W.  Houston.  Hubbard,  Hudwn,  Irrln,  KelloM,  Thoe.  said  he  would  have  recognised  the  actlOU  UI 

B.  King,  D.  P.  King.  Wncoin,  MciiTaine,  MarRh.  Maryin,  the  convention  which  had  originated  from  the 

MuUin.  Nes,  Newall,  Prerton,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  |    i.ulL.  ^^   ^        x*  .4.  „^  nrL.».A-a  ■»..«<.  *v,^.. 

Rockwrfi.  John  A.  Rockwell.  Root,  Rumiy,  8L  John,  people  thtnselvcs.    But  as  Cougrcss  was  thcu 

Bnhenek.  Shepperd,  Shorrill,  .Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  m  SCSsion,  ho  dccmed  it  proper  tO  lay  the  Bul»- 

Traman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm.  Sylvee-  •     i.  i,pf,..p  :*  f^-  \\^  <lpi»iKirtn 

tar,  Taylor,  Thlbodeaux,  Tompkius,  KIcliard  AV.  Thompson,  JCCJ  Oeiore  It  lOr  ItS  oecision. 

JohnB.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  War-       The  subject  was  relcrred  m  the  innate  to 

i«n,  Wilson.— 86      ,    „  ^.        „._^  u  n  »  u,  «     1  the  Coiuinittco  on  the  Judiciary. 

Nat8. — Messrs.  Boale.  Bedlnger.  Birdsliall,  Backl,  Bowdon,         mi     .  -xi.  ^-.j         i -n   ^A :**:_ 

Brodhead,  Wm.  O.  Brown,  Chirle«  Brown,  Cathcart,  Chase.         That  committee  reported    a  bill  adnilttmp 

Beverly  L.  Clark,  Uowoii  Cobb,  wuiiamwn  R.  w.  Cobb,  Michigan  into  thc  Union  upon  an  equal  fottl- 

Cummlnis  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Faran.  Featherston,  Ficklln,  •  -^u  ^1      ^Ai,p-  Hf«fi»o 

Fries,  French.    Greon,  AVillard   P.  Hall,  Moses  Hampton.  "*5„^"?.?,"®  ""'® ,  ^,,0         .  .t        1  1.      /• 

narmanson,  HarHs,  Henley,  Hill.  G.  S.  Houston.  Inge,         The   l)lll   passed  ttlO  Senate  On   the   4th  k>\ 

Charles  J.  lnRersoll,Jamieson,  Jenkins  Andrew  .Tohnson,  J^n      183G,    bv  a  VOte   of    VOas    27;  nnvs    4. 

Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Ken uon,  »,,      '  '      •'        ■y.m  \j  ,„.  .  1      n  .il  v.  - 

lAhm,  La  Sere,  Sidney.  Lawn-nce.  Lefflor,  LoKi.  Lumpkin,  The    nayS    were    Mcssrs.     iJayard,    tiUhoUIi, 

M'Clelland.  M'Clernand,  McDowell,  McLane,  Mann.  Mesde,  Davis,  and  PrcntisS. 

Miller,  Morris,  Morce.  Murphy.  Peaslee.  Peek,  Phelps,  Pils-         nii      |^!ii  ^nj,,^,!   *u«   TTjHisft  on   th^  25th  «.f 

bury,  Khett,  Richardson,  RIchey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Saw-  ^^\  »>J",  pasSCU  tnc  llOUSO  on   me  .iOUl  t.r 

yer.  Sims,  Smart.  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  St&rkweather,  C.  Jan.,  183o. 

fc.??."*'^!^"*'  Thomas.  Jus.  Tiiompson,  Jacob  Th^mp^m,       Q^  ^j^^  27th  of  Jan..  183G,  Mr.  Crary,  memlior 

ZS!^^'"'*""'^**""''''^"™''"'  •    ^'^  elect  fH.m  Michigan;  presented  himVelf  to  be 

The  war  ended  on  the  30th  of  Mav,  1848,  sworn  in      Mr    llobert^on  objocted  uiK>n  the 

Uie  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  "  ^V''^^  ^^^"^  Michigan  was  not  a  state  when 

j[ i.  Mr.  Crary  was  elected. 

Michigan  "^^^  House  decided  by  a  vote  of  150  aves  to 

Tub  act' of  January  11,  1805,  constituted  32  nays  that  he  should  be  qualified  as  a  meni^ 

the  northern  portion  of  Indiana  Territory  the  ^^  <^^  "'^  ^**^"^®-    

Territory  of  Michigan^  Military  Approriation  mil  of  1850. 

By  the  act  of  June  15, 1836.  entitled  an  act       I--^st  Day  of  the  Called  Session. 
to  establish  the  northern  boundary-line  of  the       Saturday,  Auf^uKt  30,  1850,  in  the  Iloune 

state  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  oC  Uoprcsentativps,  Mr.  Cainpl)oll  of  Ohio,  by 

of  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  leave,  reported  from  the  "VV  ays  aud   Means 

the  terms  therein  expressed,  the  constitution  Committee  another  Army  Approin-iation  Bill, 

which  the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  for  with  thc  provino,  that  no  part  ot  the  niilitarv 

tliemsclvcs  wiuj  ratified,  and  it  was  provided  of  the  United  States,  for  thc  support  of  whieli 

that  when  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  the  said  appn»priativ^nfl  aro   made  by   this  act,  shall 

act  should  receive  the  assent  of  a  convention  be  employed  in  aid  of  the  enforcement  of  any 
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enactment  of  the  body  cluming  to  be  the  ter- 
ritorial legiriatare  of  Kansas. 

The  previoos  question  was  seconded,  and 
under  tne  operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  read 
ft  third  time  and  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: — 


AlM^t,  AlUflon,  Barbour.  Barclaj,  Henry 
Branett,  Benson.  Billingharftt,  BloghAm,  Bllns,  Bradttbaw, 
BrvAton,  Bufflngton,  Jamw  II.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
briL  Chaffee,  Kara  Clark,  Clawson,  Ooltkx,  Coming,  Covode, 
Cragio,  Cumback,  Damrell,  UaicRT  Winter  Day  is.  Tioiothy 
narls,  Bean,  I>«  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie, 
JCoWAKM,  Kmria,  Flagler,  Oallowaj.  OlddingR,  Qilhert.  Uran- 

EN*,  Qrow,  Harlan,  UATm,  Hdlowar,  Thomas  R.  Ilorton, 
oward,  HairhstoQ,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowl- 
toB,  Knox,  Kaokel,  Ldtor,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Morgan, 
MorrilL  Mott,  Marray,  Norton,  Andrew  OliTer,  Parker, 
Pialton.  PettlL  Pike,  Pringle,  Porrianne.  Ritchie,  Bobbins, 
Roberta.  Robboo,  Sabiu.  Sage,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sim- 
noBs.  8|)inDer.  Btranalian,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Tharston, 
Tbdd,  Trafton,  Tynon,  Wade.Wakeman,  AValbridge,  Waldron, 
Oadwalader  G.  Wasbbnme.  Elihu  B.  WaKbbume.  Israel 
WwhbnnM,  Welch,  WeUSy  milianu,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wood- 
•*orth.~99. 

Hatl— Measrfl.  Aikenj  AKEBi^  BarksdaU,  Bdl,  ITendUy  8, 
BkmrntU,  Acoefc,  Bowie^  Boyoc,  Branch.  Burnett,  OxdtPokifUr, 
Jomn  P.  CAMraELL,  Oarule,  Cb«An>,  Clin(pnan,  HoweU  OMt, 
WBiammm  R.  W.  0)66,  Cox,  Oraige^  Crawford^  Cullbn,  Daw- 
ddL,  Duxx,  Edmundwn,  EHiott,  BrncRiDOX,  FUnrnct,  Thomas 
J.  />.  FuUer^  (Jnode,  OVeenteood,  Auguttus  HalU  J.  Morrison 
IIaEBIS,  Sampum  IV.  Ifarrit^  Thonuu  L.  Harris.  Harrisox, 
JSnEdhnan,  HorntAX,  lluuston,  JewUy  (kurge  W.  J<m4s,  J. 
Glamcjf  JnneM^  Kexxett,  Kid  well  Lake,  L<trh^r,  Lumpl.-in^ 
Mace,  Alex aicder  K.Maeshalu  HcuPHRBr  M^r^hali^  Afnx- 
iseB,  MeMuUen,  McQueen.  Smith,  Miller,  MiUsfm,  M<0rd«cai 
CUver.  Orr,  Pennington,  Phelps.  I^>^€^di^  Puryear,  Qtiiiman, 
BiCAUD,  Ritbrs,  Ruffin.  Rust,  Shorter,  William  Smith,  Wil- 
U4H  R.8iaTB,  SUnlon,' SUwart,  Talbatt,  Vad,  Walker,  War- 

r,  Wheekr,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wrigld^ll. 


In  the  Senate,  the  bill  having  been  taken  np 
for  consideration,  Mr.  Hunter  moved  that  the 
Kansas  proviso  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote : — 

TiAfl.r-Merar8.  Adams,  Allen,  Bayard,  Bell  of  Tenn., 
Bright,  Brodhtad,  Brown,  Butler,  Oass,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
DoigUis,  Geyer,  IIocston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  J^nsnn,  Jtmcs  of 
Teno.,  JAfjofi,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Bod,  TuoMPdON  of  Ky.,  Ibucey, 
WtUer,  Wright.— 26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Durkee,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Trumbull, 
Wada,  Wilson.— 7. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill  as  amended,  was  the  same  as  the  last 
except  one  less  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Bell  of 
Tennessee,  who  voted  on  the  previous  vote 
being  absent. 

In  the  House,  a  message  having  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate,  announcing  that  that 
body  had  passed  the  Army  Appropriation  BUI 
with  an  amendment  striking  out  the  Kannas 
proviso,  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendment;  when  it  was  agreed  to  by  the 
following  vote : — 

Teas.— Messrai  Aiken,  A  kerb,  Barksdale,  BeU,  BennHt  of 
If  iaa.,  Booodc,  Bnmie,  Boyce^  Branch,  Burnett,  CivluMlader, 
CaMrBELL  of  Ky.,  Carule,  Oaskie.,  Clingman,  Chbb  of  Ga., 
OM  of  Ala.,  Cox,  Oaige,  Crawfimi,  CrLLBif.  Davidfon,  Davis 
of  Md.,  Dmrer,  Dowiell,  3imundson,  Ettiitt,  ETiiERiDor., 
Kusn^,  Evans,  fUnlkner,  Florenoe,  Fuller  of  Me.,  f^ode, 
f^remwood.  Hall  of  la.,  Harris  of  MdL,  Harris  of  Ala..  Harris 
of  III.,  HARRisf>N,  IIatex,  Hickman,  UorniAN,  Houfion, 
JetoHt,  J(m^  of  Tenn.,  Jones  of  Pa.,  Keitt,  KeXly,  Kxnnktt. 
Kid«>e/l,  Lake,  Letcher.  Lumpkin,  A.  K.  M.iR9HALL  of  Ky, 
H.  MARiinAlL  of  Ky..  Marshall  of  111.,  Maxwell,  McMuUen, 
MrOneen,  Miller  of  Ind.,  MUlson,  Oliver  of  Mo..  Orr.  Bicker. 
i>r*,  Phelpf.  PoKTiR,  I\)welL  IMjrtear,  Quitman,  Kipaud, 
RiTBiw.  Ruffln,  Rud.  SvuHdge,  Satage^  Seward,  Shorter, 
Itmith  of  Teun..  SinUh  of  Va.,  .^mitr  of  Ala.,  Snfed,  Stephens, 
ffewari,  Swope,  Ty.ilhntt.  Taylor,  Tywn,  Unherwood,  Vail, 
IPbUvr.  Warner,  WIls,  ^Vh«ler,yfnnjitr,lf7Uiams.  Window, 
Wriffht  of  Miss.,  Wright  of  Tenn.,  Zolucopper.— 101. 

Nats.— .Messrs.  Albright.  Allison,  Barbour.  Barclay,  Ben- 
ii«itt  of  N.  Ym  B*>nson,  Billinghnrat,  Bingham,  BlL«s.  Brad- 
rftaw.  Brtntno,  Bufflogtoti,  Campbell  of  Pk.,  Campbell  of  0., 
Chaffee,  Clark  of  Conn.,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  CoTnde, 
Ui^lii,  Oaffiback,  DamrtU,  DaTlfl  of  Uaai.,  Dean,  Da  Witt, 


Didc,  DlekmQ,  Dodd,  Dum,  Dnrfta,  Kdle,  Bdwaidii,  Xmria^ 
Flagler.  Qalloway,  OkldiagB.Qilbert.Orangar,  tirow,  Harlan, 
llollowtnr,  Horton  of  N.  Y.,  Howard,  Uughston,  Kelsey, 
King,  Knapp.  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Letter, 
Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Marray, 
Norton,  Olirer  of  N.  Y.,  Parker.  Pelton,  Pennington,  PettJt, 
Pike.  Pringle.  Purrianee,  Kitrhie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Robin- 
son, Sabin,  Saga,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons.  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thoiington.  ThnrsUra.  Todd, 
Trafton,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Wasbbame 
of  Wis..  Washbume  of  111.,  Washburne  of  Me.,  Welch,  Wood, 
Wo<Mlraff,  AVoodworth.— 98. 

Democrats  in  italics,  Republicans  in  roman, 
Fillmore  Americans  in  small  capitals. 


Ministers  of  the  Gospel* 

Protest  op  threr  thousand  and  fiitt  r^ 
New  England  against  the  passagx  or 
THE  Nebraska  Bill. 
On  the  14th  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Everett 
of  Mass.,  in  the  United  States  Senate,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  as  follows : — 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Ilouse  of 
Representatives  in  Congress  assembled : 
The  undersigned,  clergymen  of  different 
religious  denominations  m  New  England, 
hereby,  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God,  and  in 
his  presence,  do  solemnly  protest  a^inst  the 
passage  of  what  is  known  as  the  I^ebraska 
bill,  or  any  repeal  or  modification  of  the  exist- 
ing legal  pronibitions  of  slavery  in  that  part 
of  our  national  domain  which  it  is  proposed 
to  orc;anize  into  the  territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas.  We  protest  against  it  as  a  great 
moral  wrong,  as  a  breach  of  faith  eminently 
unjust  to  the  moral  principles  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  subversive  of  all  confidence  in  na- 
tional engagements;  as  a  measure  full  of 
danger  to  the  peace  and  even  the  existence  of 
our  beloved  Union,  and  exposing  us  to  the 
righteous  judgments  of  the  Almighty:  and 
your  protestants,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray. 
Boston,  Mass.,  March  1,  1854. 

The  memorial,  after  a  long  debate,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1854,  Mr.  Douglas  pre- 
sented the  following  memorial,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : — 
To  the  Uonorable  the  Senate  and  Ilouse  of 

Representatives  of  the  United   States,  in 

Congress  assembled : 

The  undersigned,  clergymen  of  different 
religious  dcDominations  in  the  Northwestern 
states,  as  citizens  and  as  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ,  hereby,  in  the  name  of 
Almighty  God,  and  in  his  presence,  do 
solemnly  protest  against  the  passage  of  what 
is  known  as  the  "Nebra.««ka  Bill,"  or  any 
repeal  or  modification  of  existing  legal  prohi- 
bitions of  slavery  in  that  part  of  our  national 
domain  which  it  is  proposed  to  organize  into 
the  territories  of  Neoraska  and  Kansas. 

AVe  protest  against  it  as  a  ^eat  moral 
vrrong ;  as  a  breach  of  faith  eminently  inju- 
rious to  the  moral  principles  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  subversive  of  all  confidence  in  na- 
tional engagements;  as  a  measure  full  of 
danger  to  the  peace  and  even  existence  of  cnr 
beloved  Union,  and  exposure  to  the  right eoui 
judgments  of  the  Almighty. 
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And  your  protastaats,  as  in  dnty  Ixmnd, 
will  everpray. 
A.  M.  Stewart^  I.  M.  Weed, 

Henry  Klamer,  J.  Sinclair, 

A.  Kenyon,  E.  M.  Gammon, 

James  E.  Wilson,  John  C.  Uolbrook, 

G.  Wontz,  N.  H.  Egglcston, 

George  L.  Mulfinger,      Paul  Anderson, 
Thompson  Guyer,  Harycy  Gurtiss, 

R.  H.  Richardson,  John  Clark, 

S.  BoUcs,  R.  F.  Shinn, 

J.  V.  Watson,  Luther  Stone, 

W.  A.  Nicholas,  A.  W.  Henderson, 

Joseph  H.  Leonard,       —  Fitch. 
J.  McNamara, 

Then  the  paper  continues : — 
The  followine  resolutions  were  adopted  as 
expressive  of  the  sentiments  entertained  by 
the  individuals  present : — 

"  1st.  That  the  ministry  is  the  divinely  ap- 
pointed institution  for  the  declaration  and 
enforcement  of  God's  will  upon  all  points  of 
moral  and  religious  truth,  and  that  as  such, 
it  is  their  duty  to  reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort, 
with  all  authority  and  doctrine. 

**  2d.  That  while  we  disclaim  all  desire  to 
interfere  in  questions  of  war  and  policy,  or  to 
mingle  in  the  conflicts  of  political  parties,  it 
is  our  duty  to  recognise  the  moral  bearing  of 
such  questions  and  conflicts,  and  to  proclaim, 
in  reference  thereunto  no  less  than  to  other 
departments  of  human  interest,  the  principle 
of  mspired  truth  and  obligation. 

**3a.  That  in  our  o£Bce  as  ministers,  wo 
have  lost  none  of  our  prerogatives  nor  escaped 
our  responsibilities  as  citizens,  and  that  in  the 
relation  which  we  bear  to  God  and  the  church, 
we  find  the  highest  reasons  for  fidelity  in 
those  which  we  boar  to  the  state  and  to  our 
fellow  men. 

"  4th.  That  in  the  debate  recently  held  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  memorial  of  the  clergy  of 
Now  England,  we  greatly  deplore  the  apparent 
want  of  courtesy  and  reverence  toward  man 
and  God,  manifest  especially  in  the  speeches 
of  the  senators  from  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and 
that  we  regard  the  whole  tone  and  spirit  of 
that  debate  on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of 
said  memorial^  as  an  outrage  upon  the  privi- 
leges of  a  large  and  respectable  body  or  citi- 
zens, upon  th^  dignity  of  the  Senate,  and 
uptm  the  claims  of  the  divine  name,  word, 
and  institutions,  to  which  we  owe  our  pro- 
C>undest  honor  and  reverence." 

These  resolutions  were  passed  with  but  one 
<lis8cn ting  voice. 

It  was  further  resolved  that  the  above  pro- 
test should  be  published  in  the  religious  and 
secular  papers  in  the  Northwest ;  and  to  ao- 
oumplish  tnis  object,  that  the  editors  of  our 
city  papers  request  their  exchanges  to  reprint  it. 
Tne  various  ministers  who  may  feel  dis- 
posed to  sign  the  protest,  are  requested  to 
■end  their  names  to  Philo  Garpenter,  Esq., 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

A.  M.  Stewart,  Ghairman. 
J.  McNamaba,  Secretary. 


HiBBesola* 

Oif  the  24th  of  December,  1856,  Mr.  Rice» 
of  Minnesota,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorise 
t;he  people  of  Minnesota  to  form  a  state  p>- 
vemment  preparatory  to  their  acimission  into 
the  Union,  which  was  referred  to  the  Oommit- 
toe  on  Territories. 

Mr.  Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  on  the  o  1st  of  January, 
1857,  reported  back  the  bill  with  an  amend- 
ment in  the  shape  of  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Grow  in  reporting  the  bill  said  :^ 

I  do  not  choose,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discnae 
this  bill.  I  merely  wish  to  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  state, 
and  this  I  can  do  in  a  few  moments.  A  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  Minnesota  is  divided 
by  this  bijl,  north  and  south,  by  the  Red 
River,  the  whole  length  of  that  river,  thence 
following  the  Big  Stone  lake  to  its  outlet— the 
head  of  the  Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake  Travers 
being  connected  by  water — ^tlicnce  by  a  line 
due  south  to  the  boundary  line  of  Iowa.  All 
the  territory  east  of  that  line  is  to  be  formed 
into  a  state,  making  seventy  thousand  square 
miles,  and  leaving  west  of  those  boundaries, 
now  in  the  territory  of  Minnesota,  about 
ninety  thousand  square  miles,  which,  if  tlie 
people  of  Minnesota  shall  adopt  a  state  con- 
stitution, will  be  left  to  be  organized  under 
the  name  of  Dacotah,  as  a  proper  name  of  In- 
dian derivation.  The  general  provisions  of 
the  bill  ar^the  same  as  those  contained  in  the 
bill  of  thef  old  form.  I  move  the  previous 
question.    . 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  desire  to  make  one  or  two 
inquiries  of  the  gentleman  from  Penntiylva- 
uin. 

Mr.  Grow.  For  that  purpose  I  withdraw 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Phelps.     I  do  not  desire  to  impede  the 

f)rogress  of  this  bill ;  bat  I  dcHire  to  know 
low  much  of  the  proposed  state  of  Minnesota 
lies  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  ? 

Mr.  Grow.  AlK)ut  three-fourths  of  it  will 
be  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Phelps.  Very  well.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
desire  also  to  make  another  inquiry.  I  be- 
lieve, Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  frequently  ftdv«>catod  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  the  sanctity  of  compacts. 
I  believe  he  has  frequently  referred  to  the 
Missouri  restriction  of  18*J0  ns  a  comfuiut 
made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  ought  to  have  been  observed. 

Mr.  Grow.  Certainly ;  but  I  did  not  yield 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  such 
questions. 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  desire  to  know  also  whether 
the  gentleman  does  not  believe  ui  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ? 

Mr.  Grow.    Certainly. 

Mr.  Phelps.  Very  well,  sir ;  here  is  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  Mr.  Phelps  here  read  the 
fifth  and  sixth  articles  of  tlie  ordinance  of 
1787,  which  says,  not  less  than  three  nor 
more  than  five  states  shall  be  formed  cut  of 
said  territory. 
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These  five  states,  the  entire  namber  aathor- 
isfid  bjT  the  ordinance  of  1787,  are  already  or- 
gMiised ;  and  now  the  gentleman,  or  the  Com- 
uittoe  on  Territories,  proposes  to  embrace 
vithin  the  limits  of  another  state,  a  portion 
of  territoi7  which  it  was  stipulated  by  those 
who  framed  that  ordinance  should  be  em- 
braoed  in  one  of  these  five  states. 

Mr.  Qrow.  I  never  knew  a  question  to  be 
•0  long  as  that  which  the  gentleman  asks,  but 
I  will  answer  it — 

Mr.  PosLPS,  (interrupting.)  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  throw  any  obstacle  m  the  way  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill — 

Mr.  Grow.  I  yielded  the  floor  to  permit 
tbo  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  desire  to  make  one  addi- 
tional remark.  I  understand  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  is  this :  that  the  sixth 
•eotion  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  is  a  sacred 
eumpact ;  but  that  the  fifth  article  of  that  or- 
dinance is  no  compact  whatever.  I  only  de- 
tired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  the  House  is  now  about  to  disregard 
the  sacredness  of  that  celebrated  ordinance  of 
1787 — an  ordinance  which  I  believe  has  no 
bixuiing  influence  on  the  country,  and  which 
I  have  never  regarded  as  binding  on  me. 

Mr.  Qrow.  It  is  due  to  myself,  I  believe, 
v>  reply  to  this  question.  I  have  no  disposi- 
tion whatever  to  engage  in  debate  on  any  bill 
or  question  that  may  come  before  the  House 
ti>-diay.  What  does  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
■"Miuri  propose  to  do  with  that  parf  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  is  left  outside  of  tlio  limits  of  the? 
|iropi>j»ed  state?  Would  ho  let  it  stand  forever 
111  an  unorganized  condition?  Is  that  what 
ti;e  gentleman  proposes?  Or  should  it  be  or- 
;;ani£ed  into  a  separate  state,  so  as  to  make 
H '.  X  states  out  of  the  Northwest  Territory  ?  Will 
tiie  gentleman  trample  down  his  own  propo- 
sition ?  Five  states  have  been  formed  out  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  as  required  by  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  and  no  one  propoHCs  to  make 
any  more,  but  only  to  take  a  gore  of  land  left 
tmtside  of  all  the  organized  states,  and  incor- 
|b  irate  it  with  other  territory  never  under  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  which  of  itself  would  make 
a  large  state.  How,  then,  is  the  ordinance 
«>f  l7o7  violated  ?  It  comes  with  a  bad  grace 
from  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  state 
of  Missouri  to  raise  such  a  question  here  to- 
day, when  the  Platte  country  was  taken  from 
the  ordinance  of  1820  and  included  within  the 
limits  of  that  state.  It  comes  with  a  bad 
grace  from  a  gentleman  coming  from  a  state 
which  has  trampled  upon  the  sacredness  of 
C'>mpacts,  to  come  here  and  complain  that  we 
take  from  under  the  ordinance  ot  1787  a  little 
strip  of  territory  which  was  left  outside  the 
limits  of  all  organized  states.  And  now,  be- 
cause it  is  to  be  included  within  an  organized 
•late,  it  is,  forsooth,  a  great  breach  of  com- 
pact! 

Mr.  PnRLPS.    I  want  to  make  a  correction. 

Mr.  Grow.    I  will  yield  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  the  gentleman  to  make  a  correction, 
tf  It  be  short. 
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Mr.  Phblps.  As  I  understood  the  remarlu 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
attributing  to  me  that  1  regarded  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  as  a  compact  which  must  be 
observed  by  this  Congress,  as  well  as  the  Mis- 
souri restriction  of  1820.  I  stated  in  my  n^- 
marks,  when  I  propounded  the  interrogatorien 
to  him,  that  I  did  not  regard  these  acts — th«' 
one  passed  in  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  other  in  the  Congress  under  th(» 
Constitution — as  compacts,  i  stated  that  I 
only  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  fact,  that  tliat  solemn  ordinance  of 
1787,  to  which  the  gentleman  had  attributed 
a  great  deal  of  sanctity,  was  now  about  to  be 
violated  and  disregarded ;  that  I  did  not  es- 
teem it  an  ordinance  of  that  description ;  and 
that  I  expected  that  I  should  vote  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  this  Minn&> 
sota  bill. 

Mr.  Garnett.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvania  what  is  the  diflcrence  between  Uie 
size  of  Minnesota,  as  bounded  in  the  original 
bill,  and  that  of  the  substitute?  The  question 
is  a  perfectly  fair  one,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
answered. 

Mr.  Grow.  The  difierence  is  about  five  or 
six  hundred  square  miles.  The  original  bill 
bounds  the  state  on  the  west  by  the  Red  River 
of  the  North  and  the  Sioux  River.  The  sub- 
stitute follows  the  Red  River  of  the  North  to 
Big  Stone  Lake,  as  the  original  bill  does,  and 
there  it  takes  a  due  south  line  to  the  state  of 
Iowa,  cutting  off  a  triangle.  Gentlemen,  on 
looking  at  the  map,  can  see  for  themselves. 
There  can  be  but  a  few  hundred  square  miles 
at  most. 

Mr.  BorcE.  There  can  be  no  objection  to 
the  admission  of  Minnesota  as  a  state.  The 
only  point  is,  is  there  sufficient  population ; 
and  the  question  I  desire  to  ask  is,  whethei 
the  gentleman  has  any  official  information  as 
to  the  population  of  that  portion  of  Minne- 
sota which  is  proposed  to  be  organized  into  a 
state? 

Mr.  Grow.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's 
question.  The  boundaries  of  this  state  in- 
clude some  seventy  thousand  square  miles,, 
being  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  organized 
states,  on  the  west  by  the  Red  River  of  the 
North,  to  its  source,  then  by  Big  Stone  Lake 
to  its  outlet,  and  thence  by  a  due  south  line 
to  the  state  of  Iowa,  which  will  strike  that 
state  a  little  east  of  its  northwest  comer; 
making  a  state  of  about  the  same  size  and  ex- 
tent as  the  state  of  Missouri. 

As  to  its  population,  so  far  as  the  best  in- 
formation can  oe  relied  upon,  she  has  from  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  to  two 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants.  The  bill  pro- 
vides for  giving  her  one  Representative  on 
this  floor,  and  such  other  Representatives  as 
a  census  to  be  taken  under  the  bill  shall  show 
her  to  be  entitled  to  under  the  present  ratio 
of  representation. 

As  to  the  land  featnres  of  the  bill,  they  are 
the  same  as  are  oontained  in  all  bilb  ii  the  • 


THB  POUTKUI.  TEXr-lIOOE. 


Uad,  M  &r  H  tlM  IbnH  KK  eoneamad.  Seo-' 
tiona  fiit  Mhool  pnrpoMB  mn  Mt  ■{Mct  the  HUDO 
•■  in  lowb.  It  providw  the  Mine  rMtriodoni 
in  regfxi  to  natural  itreams  in  Hinoesota,  aa 
ara  ooat^ned  in  billa  of  thia  kind  heretofore 
paased.  The  bill  ia  in  the  naaalfbrin;  mi 
Weed,  in  drawiDg  )t  up  it  waa  like  taking  a 
ferm-book,  and  drafling  thia  tHll-from  it,  with 
the  ezeeptioD  of  the  bmindariea. 

Hr.  SxiTH  of  Tenn.  I  deaire  to  aak  the  gen- 
tleman from  Feon^lvaniaftqaealion.  I  hare 
had  aome  opportou^  to  examine  the  original 
hill,  hot  have  not  beoi  able  to  examine  the 
anbalitate ;  and  I  deure  to  know  of  the 
(temao  ftom  Peaoajrlvania  if  the  only  d 
aooe  between  the  original  bill  and  the  salMti- 
tnte  ia  in  reference  to  the  boundariea  f 

Hr.  Qbow.  The  oomniittoe  made  a  alight 
alteration  in  the  boondar;  aa  oontained  in  the 
original  bill  referred  to  ua.  In  the  orinnal 
tHlfthe  bonndarr  proceeded  from  the  touttiem 
eztnmi^  of  Lau  Travera  to  thejanotnre  of 
Kampeaue  Lake  with  the  Kg  woax  River, 
thenoe  down  the  nuun  ohannel  of  that  river 
to  the  northweat  oomar  of  (he  state  of  Iowa. 
In  Um  anbatitdta  we  proceed  from  the  aonth- 
em  extoeml^  of  Idke  Travera  in  a  direct  line 
to  the  head  (tf  Big  Stone  Lake,  thenoe  through 
ila  centre  to  Uie  outlet,  thenoe  by  a  doe  aonlh 
line  to  the  atate  of  Iowa.  That  ia  the  only 
ebange  in  the  boosdariee. 

Hr.  Smith  of  Ten.    Ia  that  the  onlj  differ^ 

Hr.  Obow.  Then  the  ori^^nal  bill  had  no 
pTOviuou  guarautjing  the  an  interrupted  navi- 
gstioo  of  the  oommon  bighwaja  that  pasa 
■^  "■    "' '     ■'--■■   "l   borders. 


oitixeas  of  the  United  Statea. 

TtiOBe  are  the  oolj  two  material  changea 
■fthich  w«  have  made  in  the  bill  referred  to  ua. 
All  other  chaoKea  are  merely  verbal. 

The  origiaalbill  was  the  tame  bill  which 
waa  referred  to  the  oommittee  with  our  amend- 
menta  thereto.    As  those  ataendments  would 


Tu&~Hf«*i.  AlkM,  Albrlrbt.  AHh.  JQlHa,  HI, 

l!n(un.  OndwulaOEr.  OrnUinra.  Bitinrd  Chir1»t  CHntmii, 
HnnUGDbNOslhii.  CngtB,  IHmrrll.  II>Tld'«a.  JUDb  C. 
D«TU,D»J,Dm>ar.Dlclt,  1"-^ —     "-■•■     " — ^    u— iiJ. 


ta.  Xv»^ 

-., _4T.nnn> 

iivud,  UucluMi.  imu. 
Ilsr.  Mm,  Sunua]  K  Ktr- 


■hill.  MJillnioD.  HcOmy.KIIIUu  UtUir.  c~i~  ~.ii-i  _«- 

Kn,  Manill.  HsU,  Mwfu,  NM»I«  Airkar,  P«<i,  Mlkn, 
<TT.  tvillc  Phdph  IfVn.  Prlula.  (tultaiiB,  teUs,  SwK 
SsndUa*.  Bapp.  BfoU,  Sbnuin,  Sbnmanis  Sim»l  a.  Bmltb, 
gpinqsr.  BUatDi].  Stnuhu.  T  iBpwi,  TboriBgUn.lfaorMoii. 


3  a  aeparate  \ 


,  the 


Bcilitat«  businesa,  hare  reported  a 
aobstitute  containing  the  amendments  which 
were  incladed  in  the  ori^nal  bill. 

Mr.  Shitb  of  Tenn.  Then  1  shall  vote  for 
the  biU. 

The  aubatitnte  waa  then  adopted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engroeaed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
eugroaaed,  it  was  aooordingly  re»d  Uie  third 

Mr.  Orow  moved  th<  previoua  qneation  upon 
the  paaaage  of  the  bilL 

The  jtreviouB  qnoation  waa  aeoonded ;  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  Floxxnci  demanded  the  yeat  and  nays 
npon  the  passage  of  the  bUl. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qneation  was  token ;  and  it  was  de- 
eded in  the  affiimative— ycM  97,  naya  75 ;  aa 


1.  WcDdnilt,  MnM  B,  WMj^ 


ll>nhiai.HcMaUid.Ulll»n,Mm>Md.MiB>, 
AiKinwiHinr.  HoTdmlOllTir.  Pilrw.  PmnlnirUHi/Fllvtll, 
fnnUnos.  Purnar.  Boidj,  KiniQd.  KablilnA.  Bolanh 
ftnffln.  il*T>«»,  emml.  Btwrwr,  WllUats  anttb.  WJUka 
B,  amllli.  st»p1i»o».  SwD|«.  IbLImII,  Todd,  Tr«fr       "   ■ 

-«d,  T.Ik,  rfilkM,  Whltn.T. -     ■  ■ 

ZultiLKllH,— IV 

So  tlie  bill  was  iifts«ed. 

Peoding  the  call,  manv  mcmbera  changed 
their  roleB,   and   the  fiillowing  expit 


Mr.  CoLFii  stated  that  Mr.  Cumbai^k  waa 
confined  lo  his  rnom  by  illness. 

Mr.  Cdmins  stated  that  his  collen^e,  Mr. 
Chnffee,  was  confined  to  his  room  by  aioknMa. 

Mr.  MoROAN  stated  that  Mr.  Planar  wan 
detained  from  the  Houae  by  indispontion. 

Mr.  Uarbib  of  Md.  Mr.  Speaker,  aa  I  uc- 
ileretand  it.  this  bill  reallirma  the  doctrine  of 
squatter  HOTCreigntj  iind  alien  sufll'iigo,  and 
ii'  that  be  ao  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  I  a»k,  nr, 
if  in  order  now  tbat  the  section  of  the  Mil 
relating  to  the  quiiHIicnticm  of  voters  in  the 
tcrritj)ry  may  be  read,  that  tbe  Iloaae  nay 
know  the  fact. 

Mr.  Grow.    I  objed., 

Mr.  PgavEAB.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  eh- 
jection. 

Mr.  Obow.     1  objctt. 

Mr.  pDRfEAR.  If  1  can  defeat  the  bitl  by 
voting,  I  Ehall  vote  "  no ;"  but  I  decline  vo&g 
lit  present. 

Mr.  Todd.  I  vote  '■  no"  on  thia  bill  on  ac- 
count of  the  alien  claiiflc. 

Mr.  'WHiTNEr.  I  vote  "no"  upon  the  alien 
fonturo  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Morrison.  I  was  not  in  the  ITal)  whm 
my  name  was  ciiUed.  Had  I  been.  I  Bhould 
have  voted  in  the  afBrraatiTe. 

Mr.  Brodx.  Had  I  been  within  the  bar 
when   my  name  waa   called,   1   should  hava 

Mr.  PniLPs.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the  j^' 
tleman  from  PcnuBvlvania  if  "Sam"  i»  in 
thia  bill  7  fLaughtcr] 

Mr.  Watkins.  Mr.  Speaker.  1  ri.c  f.ir  thr 
purpose  of  asking  on  which  sidu  mj  iinnw  i» 
recorded . 

The  Speaker.  The  pentlcmnit'ii  name  in 
recordoi!  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Watkins.  1  voted  in  the  ofGrmiirivv, 
and  designed  so  to  Yot«.    I  did  «g  with  ft  Ml  , 
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teowMge  &iid  appreciation  of  all  the  points 
iiiTolved  in  the  pending  measure.  If  I  were 
not  aware  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  do  so,  I 
•hould  like  to  explain  the  reasons  why  I  so 
voted,  and  why  I  was  strictly  consistent  in 
principle,  policy,  and  upon  the  record  in  cast- 
inff  that  vote. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  stated  that  his  colleaf^e, 
Mr.  Wright,  was  detained  from  the  House  by 
ilinesB. 

The  vote,  as  above  recorded,  was  then  an- 
nounced. 

Mr.  Grow  moved  that  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  passed  be  reconsidered ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
-on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tenn.  I  move  to  amend  the 
title  bv  adding  the  words  "  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'' I  wuh  to  say  that  the  title  should 
be  altered,  because  the  bill  is  for  other  pur- 
poses besides  the  admission  of  a  state.  One 
provision  of  the  bill  is  that  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  sold  within 
that  state,  after  deducting  the  expenses,  shall 
bo  paid  over  to  the  state  of  Minnesota.  I  am 
pertectly  willing  that  that  should  be  done. 
But  it  goes  further. 

Mr.  Grow.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  merits  of  the  bill  are  not  in  question  on  a 
motion  to  amend  the  title. 

The  Speaker.  That  is  undoubtedly  cor- 
rect ;  but  it  is  competent  for  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  speak  of  a  provision  of  a 
bill  which  is  not  mentioned  in  its  title. 

Mr.  JovES  of  Tenn.  The  bill  goes  on  to 
provide  that  the  state  shall  vest  or  appro- 
priate that  five  per  cent,  in  the  construction 
of  internal  improvements.  That  is  not  the 
admission  of  the  state.  I  am  willing  to  give 
the  people  of  Minnesota  the  five  per  cent., 
but  it  is  to  be  in  consideration  that  they  do 
not  tax  the  public  lands.  If  that  had  been 
provided  in  the  bill,  I  should  have  voted 
tor  it. 

Mr.  Grow.  I  have  only  a  word  to  say. 
The  title  of  the  bill  corresponds  with  its  pro- 
visions.    I  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered;  and  under  its 
operation  the  amendment  of  the  title  was  not 
agreed  to. 

In  the  Senate  the  objection  to  the  bill  con- 
sisted in  the  clause  permitting  alien  suffrage. 
By  reference  to  the  part  of  this  work  under 
the  head  of  "Alien  Suffrage,"  the  proceedings 
in  the  Senate  in  detail  win  be  seen.  The  bill 
having  passed  with  that  clause  stricken  out, 
i(  was  reconsidered  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 
and  the  clause  retained.  It  finally  passed  the 
.Senate  on  the  25th  of  February,  1857,  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows : — 

Team.— Mewirt.  Allen,  Bell  of  N.  IT.,  Bl^Ier,  Bright, 
Oam,  0>llamer,  Dodgft,  Dougliui,  Durkee,  Fc»(enden,  FIhH, 
Kiicb,  Foot,  Foster,  tireen.  Hale,  Harlan,  Jaroen,  John- 
*on.  Jonen  of  la.,  Nounie,  Puich,  SebMiinn.  SewHrd,  Stuart. 
TiKimlw,  Toueey,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Well«r  Mid  Wilson.-— 31. 

NaHi. — HesRra.  Adams,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  BIgKii.Brod- 
h«ad.  Brown,  Butler,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Fitzpatrick,  Geyer, 
llnuRtoa,  Hunter,  Ireriion.  Jonef  of  TenneMee,  Mason, 
Pratt,  BM,  Bask,  SlideU,  Thompson  of  Ky.,  YultM.— Z2. 


The  history  of  affairs  connected  with  the 
action  of  Minnesota  under  the  enabling  act 
cannot  better  be  described  than  by  a  qui> 
tation  from  Judge  Douglas's  report  to  the 
Senate  of  the  26th  of  January,  1858 : — 

"  On  the  26th  day  of  February,  1857,  C<»n- 
gress  passed  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government 
preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.' 
By  the  third  section  of  said  act  it  was  provided 
*that  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  next 
(1857),  the  legal  voters  in  each  representative 
district  then  existing  within  the  limits  of  the 
proposed  state,  are  hereby  authorized  to  elect 
two  delegates  for  each  representative  to  which 
said  district  may  be  entitled  according  to  the 
apportionment  for  representatives  to  the  terri- 
torial legislature,  which  election  for  delegates 
shall  be  held  and  conducted,  and  returns 
made,  in  all  respects,  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  said  territory  regulating  the  election 
of  representatives ;  and  the  delegates  so  elect- 
ed shall  assemble  at  the  capitol  of  said  terri- 
tory on  the  second  Monday  in  July  next 
(1857),  and  first  determine,  by  a  vote,  whe- 
ther it  is  the  wish  of  the  people  of  the  proposed 
state  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  at  that 
time,  and  if  so,  shall  proceed  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the 
establishment  of  a  state  government  in  con- 
formity with  the  Federal  Constitution,  subject 
to  the  approval  and  ratification  of  the  people  of 
the  proposed  state.'  The  construction  5)laced 
on  this  act  by  the  people  of  Minnesota  was,  that 
the  terra  *  representatives'  embraced  the  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture, and  hence  that  the  said  convention  might 
be  composed  of  one  hundred  and  eight,  instead 
of  seventy-eight  delegates,  to  which  it  would 
be  limited  it  the  word  representatives  re- 
ferred only  to  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  said  legislature.  Under 
this  construction  of  the  enabling  act,  one 
hundred  and  eight  delegates  were  elected,  and 
assembled  at  the  capitol  of  the  territory  in 
pursuance  of  its  provisions,  when  a  disagree- 
ment arose  in  respect  to  the  legality  of  the 
election  of  certain  delegates  who  held  certifi- 
cates of  election,  which  resulted  in  the  orga- 
nization of  two  separate  bodiCvS,  each  claiming 
to  be  the  duly  constituted  convention  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  the  one 
holding  its  sessions  in  the  hall  of  representa- 
tives with  fifty-eight  members,  and  tlie  other 
in  the  council  chamber  with  fiftv-five  mem- 
bers. Each  convention  proceeded  to  form  a 
constitution,  but  before  either  had  concluded 
its  labors,  wiser  and  more  conciliatory  coun- 
sels prevailed  so  far  as  to  induce  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  of  conference,  com- 
posed of  ten  delegates,  five  of  whom  were  se- 
lected by  each  ccmvention,  which  committee 
agreed  upon  a  constitution  and  made  dupli- 
cate copies  of  the  same,  and  reported  one  of 
said  duplicates  to  each  of  said  conventions, 
respectively.     The  copy  of  the  constitixtiQiL 


832 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


PhilMm  of  Pa.,  PitrlMr  of  N.  T.,  Plainer  of  N.  H.,  Ueh  of 
Vt,  KichArdu  of  Vt^  Kkhmond  of  N.  Y.,  Hogen  of  Pa.,  Roa 
of  O.,  Rush  of  Conn.,  SamiMon  of  Mara.,  Sergeant  of  Pa., 
t>lli«befl  of  MaM..  Sloan  of  O^  Smith  of  N.  J.,  Suuthard,  Ste- 
VMmi  of  Conn.,  Street  of  N.  Y.,  Btrong  of  Vt.  Strong  of  N. 
y .,  Tarr  of  l»a.,  Tajlor  of  N.  Y..  Tomlineon  of  Conn.,  Tbmp- 
klns  of  N.  Y.,  Trarey  of  N.  Y.,  Upham  of  X.  IL,  Van  Rene- 
M>lMr  of  N.  v.,  Wallare  of  Pa.,  Wendover  of  N.  Y.,  Whitman 
of  Ma>tf»  Wooil  of  N.  Y.— 91. 

Nays.— MeKsn.  Alexander  of  Va.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Ander- 
mn  of  Kyy  Archer  of  Md.,  Archer  of  Va.,  Baldwin  of  Pa., 
Barbour  or  Va.,  Bajrley  of  Md..  Bloomfleld  of  N.  J.,  Breyanl 
of  S.  C,  Brown  of  Ky.,  Bryan  of  Tenn.,  Burton  of  N.  C, 
Burwcll  of  Va.,  Butter  of  La.,  Cannon  of  Tenn.,  Cobb  of 
(}eo.,  Crowell  of  Ala.,  Culbreth  of  Md^  Culpepper  of  N.  C, 
Cuthbert  of  Ua.,  Davidson  of  N.  C.  Earle  of  S.  C,  Edwardi 
of  N.  0.,  Krwin  of  8.  C,  Flaher  of  N.  C,  Hoyd  of  Va.,  Foot 
of  Conn..  FuUertou  of  Pa..  Qamett  of  Va.,  Ilall  of  N.  a, 
Hardin  of  Ky..  Holme«  of  MaM.,  liook  of  N.  C,  Johnson  of 
Va.,  Jonen  of  Va.,  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent  of  Md.,  Little  of  Md., 
lA>wnd«is  of  S.  C,  McCoy  of  Va^  McCreary  of  S.  C,  McLane 
of  Del..  McLean  of  Ky.,  Mason  of  Maw.,  Meigs  of  N.  Y.,  Mer- 
c«r  of  Va.,  Metralf  of  Ky.,  Neale  of  Md..  Nelson  of  Va.,  New- 
ton of  Va..  Ovemtreet  of  S.  C.  Parlier  of  Va^  Pinekney  of  8., 
C..  Pindall  of  Vs.,  Quarles  of  Ky.,  Randolph  of  Va..  Rankin 
of  MImu,  Read  of  Oa.,  Rhea  of  Tenn.,  Ringgold  of  Md.,  Ro- 
bertson of  Ky..  Settle  nf  N.  C  Shaw  of  Masn.,  Simkinn  of  S. 
C,  Sloeum  of  N.  C,  Smith  of  Md..  B.  Smith  of  Va..  A.  Smyth 
of  Va.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Storrs  of  N.  Y.,  Strother  of  Va^  Swear 
ringen  of  Va.,  Terrill  of  (xco..  Trimble  of  Ky.,  Tucker  of  Va., 
Tucker  of  S.  C  Tvler  of  Va.,  Walker  of  N.  C,  Warfleld  of  Md., 
Williams  of  Va.,  Williams  of  N.  C— 82. 

Vote  classified  by  states : — 

States.  Y.  N.  States. 

New  Hampshire     .    .    4  South  Carolina  .    . 

Massachusetts    ...  16  3  Oeorgia 

Rhoile  Iiiland      ...    2  Kentucky  .... 

Ctjuneeticut   ....    0  1  TenneKsee  .... 

Vermont 6  Ohio 

Now  York      ....  24  2  Louiidana  .    .    *    , 

New  Jersi'y    ....    6  1  MiB>issippi     .    .    . 

Pennsylvania     ...  21  2  Alabama    .... 

DfUware 1  Indiana      .... 

Maryland 9  Illinois       .... 

Virginia 22  —    — 

North  Csrolina  ...       12  91    82 

In  Senate  of  United  States,  March  2,  1820. 
The  aforesaid  bill,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  received  and  taken  up,  and  on 
inr)tion  by  Mr.  Barbour  of  Va.  to  strike  out 
fjie  clause  "  tliat  the  further  introduction  of 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  be  prohibited, 
except  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof 
the  party  shall  be  duly  convicted ;  and  that 
all  children  of  -  slaves  born  within  the  said 
state,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  the 
Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  ser- 
vice until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,"  as  an 
amendment :  and  it  was  agreed  to — yc&a  27, 
nays  15  ;  as  follows : — 
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by  this  act,  slavery  and  mvoluntary  Baratadiy . 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crlnMi^ 
whereof  the  party  shau  have  been  duly  ooii- 
victed,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  fur  ever  prohib-' 
ited :  Provided  always,  that  any  person  esear 
ping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  mn' 
vice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state  or  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  maj 
be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  clamiing  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid. 

The  said  amendment  was  agreed  to  in  8^ 
nate  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Trimble  of  Ohio  then  moved  to  amend 
this  new  section  by  striking  out  the  following: 
**  All  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  tSi 
United  States,  under  the  name  of  Lonisianat' 
which  lies  north  of  Z&*  30^  north  latitude,  not. 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  state  oonten? 
plated  bv  this  act,''  and  inserting  in  liea 
thereof  the  following : — 

All  that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mis«- 
sissippi  cedfed  by  France  to  the  United  States 
except  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  territCHT 
included  in  the  proposed  state  of  Misaooi^ 
and  the  Arkansas  territory  east  of  the  17°  or 
94°  of  longitude  (agreeably  to  Melish's  map^) 

On  the  question  to  agree* to  this  amendment^ 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative-— yeas  l!^* 
nays  30,  as  follows : 


StHf4»ll. 

New  UainpAhire 
Mn.><^Mrl)ii»;tti 
Rhode  Tsland 
Connecticut  . 
VcrnKint  .  . 
New  York  .  . 
Nuw  Jer?^5y  . 
Pennnylvauia 


Dflawfire 2 

Maryland 2 

Vindnia 2 

North  Carolina  ...  2 


Y.  N.  Statfln.  Y.  N. 

1    1  South  Carolina     .    .  2 

2    Qeor^iK 2 

1    1  Kentucky     ....  2 

1    1  Teun«8M)e     ....  2 

Ohio 2 

2  I/ouifiiana     ....  2 

2  MitKiwklppi    ....  2 

2    AUtMnna 2 


Indiana 2 

lllinoii 2 

27    15 


The  said  clause  was  therefore  stricken  from 
the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  to  amend  said 
)>ill  by  adding  thereto  the  following,  as  a  new 
section  :— 

Sec.  8.  And  l)e  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which 
lies  north'of  SG'^SCK,  north  latitude.  Not  inclu- 
ded within  the  limits  of  the  state  contemplated 


Staten. 
New  HampAhire 
MaMuchuHutta    . 
Rhode  Inland 
Connecticut   .    . 
Vermont    .    .    . 


Y.  N.  SUftfs. 

1  1    South  Ouolina 

2  Orargla  .    .    . 

1  Kentucky  .    . 

2  Tennetsee  .    . 
1    Ohio  .... 


T. 


New  York 2  Ixmisiana  . 

New  Jf'rwy    ....  2  MlsfiigKippi 

PcnnRylranla     ...  2  Alaltama    , 

Delaware 2  Indiana 

Maryland 2  Illiuois  .    . 

Virginia 2 

Nortli  Carolina  ...  2 


13   3S 


The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  amended  by 
addinj;  thereto  the  following :  "  And  to  pro- 
hibit slavery  in  certain  territories."  And  the 
bill  was  paH.^od  without  a  division,  and  sentio 
the  llou^e  of  Keprcj-cntiitives. 

On  the  reception  of  which  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  mana<i^ers  of  the  confer 
ence  on  the  disap:recing  votes  on  the  amende 
ments  to  the  **  ))il1  providing;  for  the  admission 
of  the  state  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  made 
a  report  (which  is  in  the  journal  of  the  Ilonse 
of  Representatives,  page  275),  recommending 

1st.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  all  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Maine,  and 

2d.  That  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Represeiv 
tatives  to  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
form  a  state  governmiMit,  &c.,  should  be  so 
amended  ns  to  strike  out  the  clause  prohibiting 
slavery  within  the  state  to  be  lbrme<1,  and  to 
insert  a  new  section  prohibiting  slavery  in  all 
that  Territory  ceded  oy  France  to  the  United 
States,  un<ler  the  name  ofL^misiana,  which  lies 
north  of  IW  3(K  north  latitude,  not  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  ftc 

The  said  report  was  road  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  took  up  and  proceeded  to 


mdiueu  in  Ibnu,  and  wai  m 
br  th«  peoplo^  ai  an  «l«c1 
tUrtMDth  dkj  of  October,  < 
and  U^-Mren,  for  that  parfi 
Bt  itaweUd  to  ike  Seno 


jritiStmn  in  form,  and  wai  i&tifled  and  kdoptod  I 
'  ■  1  election  held  on  the 
',  MghlacD  hundred 
tt  parpoae :  Tlierefine, 
jd  by  (A«  Seiwfe  and  Bonn  of 
_, wo/tta  VwUiBtatm  of  Amen- 
ta, M  OangnMi  tutembled,  That  the  State  of 
Minaeeota  ihall  be  one.  and  is  herebj  declared 
to  be  one,  of  the  Dnited  States  of  Amerios, 
^td  admitted  into  tbe  tlnion  on  an  equal  fbot- 
iag  with  tbe  original  alatea  ta  all  mpeols 
wEat«T«r. 

Sac.  2.  Jad  bt  ajkrlier  enaeUd,  That  wd 
ttat»  thall  be  entitled  to  two  repreaentatiTee 
in  Congreae  until  tha  next  apportionment  fbr 
rameseotatiTee  amongst  the  several  states. 

^K.  3.  And  bt  ajkrther  emaettd.  That  from 
and  after  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Hin- 
neaota,  aa  hereiobefore  pronded,  all  the  laws 
of  Ae  United  States,  which  are  not  locallj  in- 
amlieabla,  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
ajfiot  within  that  State  as  in  other  Statfle  of 
tiha  Union,  and  the  said  State  is  hereby  con- 
■titntedajudicial  district  of  the  United  States, 
within  which  a  district  eourt,  with  the  like  pow- 
ara  aa  llw  district  eonrt  of  the  United  Statee 
for  tbe  distriot  of  Iowa,  shall  be  eBtablished. 
Tbe  judge,  attomej,  and  marshal  of  the 
Uaitod  Suiea,  fur  the  said  district  uf  Minne- 
sota shall  reside  within  the  same,  and  shall 
ba  entitled  to  the  same  compensation  as  the 
s,  attorney,  and  marshal  of  the  district  of 


annM.amrULCtnillHr',  Uix,  C»hl^  Ckq««.*CliuiBU 
Oukorlltaaari,Chj,a)lkj(iboCoobiuw,>OHkir9l.a 
Ak  OmAu.  OMdt,  OivM,  Cnl<  "f  HlwiBrl.  CMC  iX  N.  C, 
Cnwkri.  OoRT,  OntU,  SnnUT  DaTldmi.  'Daik  of  InL, 
DB>b  at  It^Bmrt,  Uek,  Dlramick,  .ZlgiU,  Dovdetl,  lU- 
■nadna,  NIMt,  ■CailUii,  runnmM,  r>ulkiwr,  AxlM, 
nmnca,  •FobT.  OumlL  Olllli.  (Mmm  Oooe*,  Owlwte, 
aiHBmiil.an>cit.  ■0»Hb«li,  (Am,  iba  of  Km.  Ihria^ 
*HMirU  t1  IlL,  *BHklii.  Hitdiu  •UlckBU.  Hmd.  IIO)*iB^ 
HwulDD,  Omard,  UbtIw,  JKkKm.  JanUna,  J*nM.  Om. 

™,  , .  „. . -^T.oJoiw.JMlMi.KfUr.JtB- 

«D«,   Lm-A,    Uidr,   £<dir, 
wo,  •Minbdl  of  lU..  Huoii, 

m.  M.ma.  •UoTfH  or  iil, 

Mrmattl.  r,  JMf  ofUbki.  Mblick,  A-ieMt,  iUiHr,  An-. 
>cr,  •PmllttnD.  mo.  IVjloD,  Pbitpr,  PhUlIp*,  FUit.  n» 
Err.  Pnvill,  Frnmiaiut,  QuUbu,  Bacm.  RHllw.  iOiUm, 
HbhiiII,  Sudliliio,  fcTnin,  Stalto,  BniU,  •$!»«  uf  IIU  SbH 


indge, 

|OW»! 


i  Buu  ui  VI  i.->iiDn  of  appeal  ui  wm  ui 
beretofoTe  prosecoted,  and  now  pending 
in  tbe  Sapreme  Conrt  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
upon  any  record  from  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Minnesota  Territory,  the  mandate  of  execu- 
tion or  order  of  further  proceedings  shall  be 
direeled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  to  tbe  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Minnesota,  or  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  tha  State  of  Minnesota,  as 
tbe  nature  of  such  appeal  or  writ  of  error  may 
require;  and  each  of  those  cuurta  shall  be 
Che  sneceseoT  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Min- 
neaola  Territory  as  to  all  such  ease*,  with  fall 
power  to  bear  and  determine  the  saute,  and  to 
award  mesne  or  final  proccHs  therein. 

Passed  the  Senate  April  T,  lSr,». 

Attest:  AsBVRV  Dickens.  Serrdanj. 

By  W.  UiCKsr,  Chief  Clerk. 

This  bin  passed  the  Senate  by  yeas  and 
Day8,aa  follows: 

Tus—MMn.  Alln,  BnL.  tMf-  BIffn.  nrittat.  ■Bmt*- 
tM>  BnvB,  nimma.  (.■kudLr.  Clarir,  CUInwr.  Currm- 
wa,  Utm,  BtAVU,  *IlnB|tlu.  Dvlac  Kiui.  ntA,  rito- 
gttM^Fut,  fMler,  aw»B,  Qain,  BHU,  UamUn.  lUm- 

af  Xln_  Jhh  XIih,  Hallnrr.  Miinn,  Polk.  Puck.  Babu- 
tlB,  AmtiI,  Smmimi,  tilhlril.  •Sloirt,  Sammr.  TT 
iTS.  J,  ToomlK.  TrirmtuU.  IToJt  ITUnti,  Wrlf  ht 
HAn— Han.  Ctaf,  Kdrdii,  ud  XolH— B. 
Democrats  in  roman  ;   RepubliMn* 
sc*i'  Americans  ' 


aatarisk  p 


tc*i'  Amencans  in  small  caps;  i 
fixed,  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats. 

Tbe  bill  passed  the  ITonse,  on  the  11th  of 
JCajt  1858,  by  yeas  and  naji^  aa  follinn; 


<K)Uln>,  If 

wm,  Wlukow.  V»d. 
WriKktCTMiD^IM. 

N  tn— Xwin.  Ahbiuov,  Bii^hirm.  Bbn'r.  Cliri  of  Ona., 
Cla«M,Din>nfl>IiL.  rfiaiUv  Ou^  Dflnk  Jten.  AxU, 
AUe,  Eunu.  fimttr,  arnnrtt,  Oiddimtn,  (IcjUK,  Gnvtr, 
Uiuut  of  Ud,  Hill.  KXrn.  Ael*^,  A'iulM  of  Pl.  )L>- 


Demoerata  in  roman ;  Republioans  in  Uatk  ; 
Americans  in  shali,  cap*;  asterisk  prefixed,  . 
Anti-Lecompton  Democrats. 

Tbe  Hon.  Henry  M.  Rioe  and  Eon.  Jamee 
Shields,  Senators  elect  from  Minnesota,  were 
admitted  to  their  seats  in  the  Senate  on  the 
12th  da;  of  Hay,  1S68. 

At  the  election  in  Minnesota  for  three  Re- 
presentatives to  Congress,  Messrs.  W.  W, 
Phelps,  James  M.  Cavanaugh,  and  Qeorge  L. 
Becker,  were  declared  to  be  elected.  The  act 
of  admission  allowed  the  state  hut  two  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  Messrs.  Phelps  and 
Cavanaugb,  the  two  Representatives  receivioK 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  alone  presented 
themselves  to  be  sworn  in,  Mr.  Becker  having 
abandoned  his  claim,  and  gone  home.  This 
peculiar  condition  of  things  raised  a  ouestion 
ID  tbe  House  as  to  the  ailmission  of  Messra. 
Phelps  and  Cavanaugh.  The  question  was 
referred  to  tha  Committee  on  Elections.  Mr. 
Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
reported  a  resolution  giving  Messrs.  Cav- 
anaugh and  Phelps  their  seats  on  their 
prima  fade  right,  but  not  precluding  any 
subsequent    contest    of   their    right   to    the 


nonty  <,\ 

tilt  following  amendment : 

"That  Messn.  W.  W.  Phelps  and  J.  M. 
Cavanaugh  are  not  entitled  to  be  admitted 
and  sworn  as  members  of  this  House." 

Mr.  Stefhins,  of  OeoTgia,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  n^jatire— yeas  74,  naya  125 ;  aa 
foUowsj 
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tlias  reported  to  both  conventioDs  wan  adopt- 
ed by  each  of  them." 

MATERIAL  EXTRACTS  FROM   CONSTITUTION  OF 

MINNESOTA. 

Bill  of  Right^.-^Sec,  2.  There  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in 
the  state  oUierwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted. 

Art.  VII. — Elective  Fi-anchute. 

Sec,  1.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  or  upwards,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  following  ciasHes,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  United  States  one  year,  and  in 
this  state  for  four  months  next  preceding  any 
election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  elec- 
tion, in  the  election  district  of  which  he  shall 
at  the  time  have  been  for  ten  days  a  resident, 
for  all  officers  that  now  arc  or  hereafter  may 
be  elective  by  the  people : 

1st.  White  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  White  persons  of  foreign  birth,  who 
shall  have  declared  their  intention  to  become 
citizens,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  subject  of  naturalization. 

3d.  Persons  of  mixed  white  and  Indian 
blood,  who  have  adopted  the  customs  and 
habits  of  civilization. 

4th.  Persons  of  Indian  blood  residing  in  this 
state,  who  have  adopted  the  language,  cus- 
toms, and  habits  of  civilization,  after  an  ex- 
amination before  any  district  court  of  the  state, 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law, 
and  sh&ll  have  been  pronounced  by  said  court 
capable  of  enjoying  the  rights  of*  citizenship 
within  the  state. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  not  belonging  to  one  of 
the  classes  specified  in  the  preceding  section  ; 
no  person  who  has  been  convicted  of  trciison 
or  any  felony,  unless  restored  to  civil  rights ; 
and  no  person  under  guardiannhip,  or  who 
may  be  non  comport  mciUin^  or  insane,  shall  be 
entitled  or  permitted  to  vote  at  any  election  in 
this  state. 

Sec.  3.  For  the  purpose  of  voting,  no  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  a  roHidence  by 
reason  of  his  absence  while  einplovcd  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  nor  while  engaged 
upon  the  waters  of  this  state  or  of  the  United 
States,  nor  while  a  student  of  any  seminary 
of  learning,  nor  while  kaytt  at  any  almshouse 
or  other  asylum,  nor  while  confined  in  any 
public  prison. 

Sec.  4.  No  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine  in 
the  army  or  navy  of  tlie  United  States  shall  be 
deemed  a  resident  of  this  state  in  consequence 
of  being  stationed  witiiin  the  same. 

Art.  XIV. — Amendments  to  the  Conittiiution, 

Sec.  1.  Whenever  a  maiority  of  both  houses 
of  the  legislature  shall  deem'  it  necessary  to 
alter  or  amend  this  constitution,  they  may 
propose  such  alterations  or  amendments,  which 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  published  with 


the  laws  which  have  been  passed  at  die  nune 
session,  and  baid  amendments  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  for  their  approral  or  re 
jection ;  and  ir  it  shall  appear  in  a  manner  to 
be  provided  by  law  that  a  maiority  of  the 
voters  present,  and  voting,  shall  nave  ratified 
such  alterations  or  amendments,  tiie  same 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  parposee,  as  a 
part  of  this  constitution.  If  two  or  more  alter- 
ations or  amendments  shall  be  anbinitted  at 
the  same  time,  it  shall  be  so  regulated  that 
the  voters  shall  vote  for  or  against  each  sepa- 
rately. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  two-thirds  of  the  members 
elected  to  each  branch  of  the  legislature  shall 
think  it  necessary  to  call  a  convention  to  re- 
vise this  constitution,  they  shall  recommend  to 
the  electors  to  vote  at  tiie  next  election  fbr 
members  of  the  legislature,  for  or  asainst  9 
convention  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  all  toe  eleot- 
ors  voting  at  said  election  shall  have  voted  ftr 
a  convention,  the  legislature  shall,  at  th^ 
next  session,  provide  by  law  for  calling  tiie 
same.  The  convention  shall  consist  of  as 
many  members  as  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, who  shall  be  chosen  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  shall  meet  within  three  months  after 
their  election  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Submission  of  the  Constitution  to  ike  BoopU, 

Sec.  18.  In  voting  for  or  against  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  the  words  "  for  consti- 
tution'' or  "  against  constitution"  may  be  writ- 
ten or  printed  on  the  ticket  of  each  voter ;  bvt 
no  voter  shall  vote  for  or  against  this  oonstitu- 
tion  on  a  separate  ballot  from  that  cast  by  him 
for  officers  to  be  elected  at  said  election  under 
this  constitution  ;  and  if,  upon  the  canvass  of 
the  votes  so  polled,  it  shall  appear  that  there 
was  a  greater  number  of  votes  polled  for  than 
against  said  constitution,  then  this  constitu- 
tion shall  be  deemed  to  be  adopted  as  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  of  Minnesota;  and  all 
the  provisions  and  obligations  of  this  constitn- 
tion.  and  of  the  schedule  hereunto  attached, 
shall  thereafter  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  tlic  constitution  of  said  state. 

On  the  2Gth  of  January,  1858,  Mr.  Douglas, 
from  the  Committee  on  Territories,  reported  a 
bill,  which  was  amended  and  passed  on  the 
7th  April,  1858,  in  the  following  shape  :— 

An  Act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 

Minnesota  into  the  Union. 
Whereas  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed 
February  twentv-six,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  entitled  '*An  Act  to  authorize  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  to  form 
a  Constitution  and  State  Government  prepa- 
ratorv  to  their  admission  into  the  Union  on  an 
equaf  footing  with  the  original  States  ;"  and 
whereas  the  people  of  said  territory  did,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August>  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  by  delegates  elected 
for  that  purpose,  fonn  for  themselves  a  ooa 
stitution  and  state  government,  which  b  xe» 


MINNESOTA.  8Sft 


.ublicw  in  fom.  and  wm  ratified  and  adopted  ^7.^ilS^^'£i:*^5S5*l;2:^^*SS&.*£a: 

bj^  the    people,    at    an    election    held    on    the  Boyci    Branch.    B^i«7-B«#ia.^  AiHinitimt,  Bainet? 

thirteenth  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  Burn«,Q^IllJ>6ett,0i^uthe^^a«<,c•likle.CA^^«,•ChaplnAn, 

And  fiOv-sAVPn   for  that  niirnoHA  •   Thprpfore  ^'"'*' ®'  Mlwouri, a»y,  Cobb.  John  Coehno*.  •OodurUU  CU- 

ana  mty-eeven,  lor  inac  purpose .  i  nereiore,  f^  amiiu,  cbiwck,  cv«ym,  Crmig m  iiiMoari.  Oidg  of  n. c^ 

Be  tt  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Crawford,  Gurry,  CuHU,  DamrrU,  Daridmn,  ^DttTk  of  Ind., 

Repreientativet  of  the  United  States  o/Ameri-  ^^^*^'*%?r.^rj^,PS*v'^'";^.-W 

**     r^                 '*          It*    mi     X   .1      Vs.   X        i>  mnndioD,  Elliott,  *£ogiUh,  Fanuwarth,  Faulkner,  IktUon, 

CO,  IH  Congress  assemt>Ied,    Ihat   the   state  Ot  Florence,  ♦Foley,  Gartrell,  Olllii.  OOman,  Ckwde,  Goodwin, 

Minnesota  shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  Greenwood,  Orcgflr,  *GroeHbeck,  GrfWt  HaU  of  Mms,,  HarUm, 

*^  Vv^  /^«A    /^f  <-Ka   rinUA/l    Qfa«-Aa  /^4^   A  mAv^^n  •HarrU  of  111., ♦lU^klu,  H«tch.  •llldnBan,  flixwxi,  IIoukln«, 

to  be  one,  of  the   United    Jjtates  of  America,  „ougton,  Hn^rd,  Huyler.  Jnckwn,  Jenklniu  Jewett,  G»! 

and  admitted  into  the  L  nion  on  an  equal  foot-  w.  Jodm,  j.  ouncy  Jone^.  •Owi^n  jon<>«,  Kdiog§,  Kelly.  KU- 

inz  with   the  original  states  in  all  respects  9»r\  Knapp,  undy.  *i^jr^ui»,  Uae^  ysdj.  LdUr, 

P   .                            ^                                               *^  Letcher,  Lnrcmy,MArlay.  McQueen,  *Manihall  of  111.,  Manon, 

whatever.  MaUtvm,  Miller,  Millnnn.  Moore.  Jforrirt,  ♦Morris  of  IlL. 

S»c  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  Jtor«  of  n.  y.,  Mcu  of  ohio.  NiUack,  NidiaU,  Fuimtr,  j\ir- 

mtAttk   afiull    >M*  «»n*itfwl    tn   fxcn  rAnrPAPntAtivPR  *^»  •Pendleton,  iV«a,  Peyton,  Phelp*,  PhUH|M,  Pike,  BMr 

State   snail    Oe  eniltiea   to  two  representatives  ^    Pow«U,  Pumaiwsr,  Quitman,  Reagan.  Bellly,  ifttoAM, 

in  Congress  until  the   next   apportionment  for  Runell,  8andi<lRe,  Savage,  scales,  Soott,  *Sha«r  of  111.,  Shaw 

representatives  amongst  the  several  states.  ^'[.n.  c,  giokien,  singleton,  •Smith  of  in..  Smith  of  Tenn, 

t        o      A    J  I     -A  J'    Ai,                J  J    mL    i.  r  .^inn^",  Stetenmn,  gtephons,  Stewart  of  Md.,  SUwati  of 

blC.  d.  ^/la  (>e  Itjurther  enacted,  Inat  Irom  i»»..  7Umw«.  T«ylor  of  La..  Taylor  of  N.  Y..  Tkayrr,  Wadty 

And  after  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Min-  WalbrUiift,  WaUtnm,  WuW]n.Wa4hbwmtot^'\n^  Washbumft 

^^^^»    —   kA.i^:«K^/U.»  ^.^^A^A    «n  *kA  l«,-r-  of  Maine,  ITcuMrMnu*.  of  111.,  Watkina,  White.  Whitely,  WO- 

neaota.  as  hereinbefore  provided,  all  the  laws  ^  window,  Ho^rf,  Wortendyke,  Wright  of  Oei  and 

of  the  United  States,  which  are  not  locally  in-  Wright  of  Tenn.— 167. 

applicable,   shall    have  the  same  force  and  ^£ir-*^,"-^J,""i^'^^'^t^^;'''^^^ 

enact  Wltllin  that  state   as   m  other   States  ot  EdU,  Eutms,  t\ttU.r,  Oamett,  Ciddingt.  Gilmie,  Granger, 

the  Union,  and  the  said  State  is  hereby  con-  Harris  of  Md.,  iiiix,  Jfjrtm,  KtUey,  Kunk-d  of  Pa.,  Makt 

•titat«d  ajudicial  district  of  the  United  States.  ?rre,°o/^'R'2."^*  R^itr*.*£Z*R?«^^^ 

within  which  a  district  court,  with  the  like  pow-  Smith  of  Va..  suxntou,  trii'pe,  Uxduiwood,  WooDsoif,  and 

era  as  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  zolliooff£»-38. 

for  the  district  of  Iowa,  shall  be  established.  Democrats  in  roman  ;  Republicans  in  itoZ»c ; 

The   judge,   attorney,   and    marshal   of   the  Americans  in  small  caps  ;  asterisk  prefixed. 

United  States,  for  tlie  said  district  of  xMinne-  Anti-Lecompton  Democrate. 
acta,  shall  reside  within  the  same,  and  shall 

be  entitled  to  the  same  compensation  as  the  ^^^  jj^„  ^^         ^  j^j^  ^^^  H^^    j^^^ 

ludge,  attorney,  and  marshal  of  the  district  of  ^y^^^^^     Senators  elect  from  Minnesota,  were 

Iowa;  and  in  all  cases  of  apneal  or  writ  of  j^mitted  to  their  seats  in  the  Senate  on  the 

error  heretofore  prosecuted,  and  now  pending  ^oth  day  of  May,  1858. 

in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ^^  ^jj^  el^^ti;^^  ;„  Minnesota  for  three  Re- 

upon  any  record  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  p^-esentatives  to    Congress,    Messrs.   W.  W. 

Minnesota  lerritory    the  mandate  of  ex  ecu-  ^j^^i       j^^^g,  m.  Cavanaugh,  and  George  L. 

Uon  or  order  of  further  proceedings  shall  be  ^^^^'^^^  ^^^^  declared  to  be  elected.     T&  act 

directed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  ^^  admission  allowed  the  state  but  two  mem- 

States  to  the   District  Ccmrt  of  the  United  i,^„  ^f   ^i^e    ^^^^      Messrs.    Phelps    and 

States  for  the  district  of  Minnesota,  or  to  the  Cavanaugh,  the  two  Representatives  receiving 

Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  as  ^^^  j^j  ^^g^.  ^^j^^er  of  votes,  alone  presented 

the  nature  of  such  appeal  or  writ  of  error  may  themselves  to  be  sworn  in,  Mr.  Becker  having 

require;  and  each  of  those  cmirts   shall   be  abandoned  his  claim,  and  gone  home.     Thw 

the  successor  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Min-  peculiar  condition  of  things  raised  a  question 

nesota  Territory  as  to  all  such  cases,  with  full  {;  ^^e  House  as  to  the  admission  of  Messra. 

power  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  and  to  pj,^,      ^^  j  Cavanaugh.     The  question  was 

award  mesne  or  final  process  therem.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections.     Mr. 

Passed  the  Senate  April/,  I8o8.  jj^„is,   from    the  Committee  on    Elections, 

Attest:           AsBURv  Dickens,  *S^rr<rfary.  reported    a    resolution  giving  Messrs.  Ca^ 

By  W.  IIicKEV,  ChteJ  Clerk.  anaugh     and    Phelps    their    seata  on  their 

This  bill  passed  the  Senate   by  yeas  and  ;;rima  facie  right,   but  not  precluding  any 

naya,  aa  follows :  subsequent    contest    of   their   right   to    the 

Y»A»--Mei««n.  Allen,  BrtL.  Wirier.  Bljrjrw,  Brijrht,  •Erode-  ®*"^®*                                      /.  %r   .          i.            ., 

Hek,  Brown,  fhmfrm,  Chamllfr,  Clark;  QJIamer.  Crittfx-  Mr.    W  ASHBDRNB,    Of  Maine,   from    the    mi- 

^^\S^J^^i^  •ij.uKiaa.  z;i/ri«^  KTant.  Fitch.  Kiti-  noritv  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  offered 

Patrick.  Foci,  FtaUr,  Qn-en,  Owin,  HaU,  Hamiin^   flam-  .»  ^  r;!iio,«.:««  ^^^•^A^^^^  . 

mond.  Hartan,  Houstom.  Hunter.  JohnK)n  of  Ark..  Johnnon  ^*^®  tollowmg  amendment : 

of  T*nn.,  Joaei^  King,  .Mallory,  Mawn,  Polk,  Pujrh,  Seba»-  "  That  MeSSTB.   W.    W.   Phelpa  and  J.    M. 

tUn,  Aieard,  Amwcm*.  Slitlell.  ♦StUHrt,  A'uwiKr.  ThoDipeon  Povanftiiirh   n.r«  nnt    AntitlAd   fcn    h«    ftdmittAil 

«r  N.  J..  Toombe,  TrumhnU,  »v>M  mUfm,  Wright  v^avanaugn  are  not  eniuiea  lo   oe  aamitiea 

MAn— Menra.  Clay,  KB.v.>fKDr.  and  Yuiee— a.  and  swom  as  members  of  this  House." 

Democrate  in  roman ;   Republicans  in  ital-  ^^'   Stephens,  of  Georgia,  demanded  the 

ics;  Americans  in  small  c.ps;  asterisk  pre-  ^""^  '^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^P^*^  ^^  amendment. 

fixed,  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken ;  and  it  was  deeid* 

The  bill  passed  the  House,  on  the  11th  of  ed  in  the  negative — jeaa  74,  naya  125;  M 

Hay,  1858,  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  follows :  followa : 
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•.  Mwybrt,  I  .     . 

5ttS2S?^T:?;.;?SSSfeS?!ftK       Th.  ■et.of  April.7..1T98,|WfM.J>y. 
•^^-'  -^—■-..-Cn'.  i^-.  ^  1.-^  j)Mm  DM,  Aim,   Teramnit  fin-  Huiminrf  twritocr,  MdArlil 


thenof  bjUMUt«CongrMi,MW'Uli 

'  "  -,  1787,  which  pnvldw  AM  IUm 


dinano*  nnd«  fbr  tM  «Vr*» 

Um  Uta  CongraM, M ttaUli 

_.  _  87,  which  prm  " 

neitlMr  ilmTar^  oor  i  , 

ritttde,  othenriM  Uisn  in  the  pnnUMMl  «l 

'  Crimea,  &e.  *■' 

"  Sea.  7  mitkw  it  anlftwM  to  W^  riHPil 

into  MiawBrippi  imnHorj  tnm  «ny  plww  gtlV 

out  the  Dnited  f * "^"^ 


territorj  in  violation  of 
iftit,  and  girca  er«rT  ilavc, 

hiji  nr  hnr  fnmlnm." 


ewilSr  lantn.  Scal^  BMi,  Sawud,  •Aanii  Ite-,        The   bUI  from  which  this  aot  onnniM 

!"iML  wiSS'SSih'^fillllS'^SIili.S'BiSCSi  f^  *•"*  *""**  "» thB  2d  of  Hu^uss. 


nml  Yunnoii  t 

iC  IdU«  House  a  motion  mad*  by  Mr.  TImlikit 

-^ —  .  — _^ .   ..    -daw.  of  Hau.  to  strike  ont  that  put  whirii  ommMA 

WMM»,  WoRndTk.,  J.h.  T.  Wrl■b^  ud  e.ui»f-  fl^ daTerj Moriaion of  thi.Ordinano.of I^ 


),  wuu,  nStob;,  wiBdaw.  of  Hau.  to  strike  ont  that  part  whirii  oi 
.  V.  wrtahL  u.d  10^^™-   -^iiajerjMoraionof  theOrdinanoaoflYW, 
om  extending  over  the  territory,  leori— d  M 


So  the  wnendment  wae  not  agreed  I*.  g^   7  „f  ^  i^,_  ^^^^^  ^j„^  ^^^  ^    [ 

Democrats    in     roman ;     Repabhaans     m  uaendment  carried  in  the  Uonae  on  BOtfao    . 

italie*:  Americans  in   ixtLi.  cm;   asteriat  of  Mr.  Harper  of  S.  C. 

prefixed,  Anti-LeoomptoD  Democrato.  BIr.  Thatcher  endeavored  to  piohilitt  tti 
introduclioa  of  slaves  therein  from  witUa  lb* 

The  oririnal  resolution  woa  agreed  to  by  '°°}'^  »»»»?«■    B"*  ^f  ""^^^  ^  0»^  *^ 

,  ^               ,  ,,  did  not  receive  a  seoond. 

yeas  end  nays ;  ae  follows :  ^^  ^jy  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^ 

jtd,^    Ahi  akhiuk  a     m.  Aiki  *®  ^*  *^  March,  1798.    The  Senate  eon^ 

iT^mSSTifc  £d»^  a.i,  Boc«k.  Boj  ™rfc«.,BSJ;  curred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Houm  on  tb» 

BMt,  Bumi.  OinfbA  OiniihHi.  Cuki>.  •ch.pnun.  joho  29th  of  March,  1798,  and  the  bill  thos  boCM)^ 

Ojwh  coruinc.  a™fc  •Co.,  Juw  Cnii,  Cn-ibrd,  '""'  '?*  approval  01  ine  rresiaens,  a  law. 

CuiTT,  Cartu,  taiUisii,  •DsTii  of  indiAu,  Dsiii  of  Ml*-  During  the  last  seBsiun  of  the  13th  CoDgran 

Sf^v?:^  ■*"«'^  '""?*''■'  J^Ti^'^illS-u  n':^"'  »  memorial  was  presented  from  the  territwial 

*liiijElULFAalkD«r.  nDTVDW.'l'oLBV.aarmntUllllBtOaDd*,  ,      ■  ,    .               e    t.F- 

G™ISrf.Qr«.>ar«b-k..uWBowW.HJi.j*.rt.,.  legisUtnre  of  Mii 


»i..™,ur^, -«™-PK». -«.««. -.H^j&rt.,,  le^Utnre  of  MiasiMippi,    praying   that  itf 

-itumu  L.  lUrifi,  niwkiBa,  Hopkioi,  iiouIud,  iiugiiM,  people  be  authorized  to  form  a  state  govoi^' 

Si[^'  j^^°%iS"jS>i"ZyL,SrTll*'  i^  i.  ""«"'-  "'i  •*  admitted  into  the  Dnioa. 

KaBkisl,JMi<T:  JTmM.  tuuT.  Ludr,  •Uviwo,  ^Afari  The  petition  was  acted  on  at  the  first  seHBOB 

'fS'-t  ''*^&,.*''°S,?,'*^  u '^'^J^f  ^,,"!'.''  of  tbe  I4th  Congress—*  bill  to  that  eSeot  was 

Sii.  ^I'Mi^liK'.SSSi.S'Xt^?  p£:;S  brought  to  a  vote  in  the  House  on  the  30tk  oF 

PhUBH.  PcOl,  Powdl,  Pmvlimet.  Qullnui,  Bust,  K«-  March,  1816,  when  it  pasbed,  the  veas  tmnK 

Bbigiiiao.  •Robnt  smlih,  Swnnei  A,  SdIUi.  miiiun  Bmiih,  The  oegatiTo  vote  wa«  as  follows : — 

Atewr.  ffi^worth,  Stooh«Bt,  Stmmmi,  Jwbm  A,  SUntstt,  Mwm.  Almoder  of  O-  Siar  of  Md..  Biitir  <tf  W.  J,  tea 

raUM,  a«rn  Xnkir,MU«  Tijkir,  UKSuwaoB.nuUiu,  ef  R.  L,  Bndtoarr  orHuK.  BnckenrUnirf  T(_  Bran  of 

Vhlla,  WblMif,  WlBiIow,  WmiiMB,  Horlradjka,  John  V.  Mh^  Bnmrldt  oT  hi..  Cblpmu  of  VL.  CUtn  <tf  It    L 

Wrlcht.  uid  ZouKBrni-lU^  Cl«jloiio(Del-Cw>profI>.l,Cnl|-pi»rof  «.0,Crt*hmrf 

■■Jr,  AtPntoK,  AiHfiWaiiu,  Awnw^  U^  Aru  Clori,  OoU  of  N.  yT,  Oold.bomuith  of  Md,  OriOto  nf  Pt,  BBm*S. 

fTlnHi,  OfAx.  Btmrdt,  Dim  rf  Ifarytoad.  JaKi  ol  H^BAWHOfTL,Hcktoraf  l>L.Boi.kln«ii(l^UallM>i"( 

HwaMtlOBrtt^  DK^  MOt^  JMd,  Dlftfil,  Bnn*,  AiriiH,  Mul,  JmltofVt,  Kml  of  N.  v..  Lancdnn  nrVt.  Liw  rf 

flafar,  UtLHm.  Oosk.  Smuv.  ftw,  Ibu,  AHm.  Riwird,  Oo„n_  Uwii  of  v.-  loTttt  of  N.  r ,  Mind  of  YU  MRiBr  i« 

Kitcf,  Siapp.  ^o*3>V.  UcwPimn  UiMuu,  MXtum.  p^,  KohIt  of  Ona..  KoluB  of  Ham.  ltok««Ht  af  HMh 

nilli«n.  ««Ma,  JtirTllt.  ft««~w  H.  Miwwt.  OUcw  A.  piiklnofOoao.  Rmodolph  of  V».  Rn«o»of  Tn,  Ri«ifc«M 

buDB,  MMA,  AAMu,  JUa  SWrnoih  ^MM' WOUbb  Slrvof  of  «•■,  StorgHofCcnB,  Tunrt  of  Nwi,Trifclr 

MnanrcThircr,  rAmom.  roMpWiu.  Turn,  ffWc.  ffU  orOoo.,  Tockorof  Vi.,  Vonof  N.  Il-WanI  of  Hue,  Wanl 

hrtdgt/mtm.  (hifwilmtr  C  HbMwiH,  XlMa  &  Muk  <<  N.  j,  DuM  W<l>tK  of  H.  a,  Wlksi  of  N.  57^ 


In  the  Senate,  on  the  25th  of  April,  181IL 

-,       ,  ,    ,  ,    .  ,    the  bill  was  indefioitelv  postponed  <»  motiw 

80   the    re»<dulioii    was    agreed   to ;    and    -j  Mr.  Barboor  of  Va. 

Messrs.    Cavanaugh    and   Phelps   were   duly        xbe  objection  urged  against  thla  tuU  VM 

sworn  in  a*  Represent ativea  from  the  state  of     the  vast  extent  of  territory  corend  1^  tb 

jf/nfuwirta,  1  Umita  of  the  proposed  state. 
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At  the  second  session  of  the  14th  Confess 
a  bill  was  passed  and  became  a  law,  dividing 
the  tenitorj,  and  oonstitating  a  territorial  go- 
vernment for  the  eastern  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Mississippi,  which  was  called  Ala- 
bama. 

A  bill  was  then  reported  in  the  Senate,  au- 
Ihoriiing  thej>eople  of  the  western  portion  of 
Mississippi  territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  goyemment,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  state  into  the  Union.  This  bill  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  30th  of  January,  1817. 

The  negative  vote,  on  its  engrossment,  was 
aa  follows : — 

Messrs.  Ashman  of  Mass.,  Dag&;ctt  of  Conn., 
Ooldsborough  of  Md.,  Hunter  of  R.  I.,  King 
of  N.  Y.,  Macon  of  N.  C,  Mason  of  N.  H., 
Smith  of  S.  C,  Thompson  of  N.  U.,  Tickengr 
of  Vt.,  Vamum  of  Mass. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1817,  and  became  a  law,  by  the  ap- 
proval of  the  President,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1817. 

A  joint  resolution,  consummating  her  ad- 
miasion,  nassed  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  l)e- 
eember,  1817.  It  passed  the  House  on  the 
8th  of  December,  and  was  approved  by  the 
P^resident  on  the  10th  of  December,  18l7. 


Missouri. 

The  act  of  June  4,  1812,  constituted  the 
territory  tlieretufore  called  Loubiana,  Missouri 
territory. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  18th 
of  December  1818,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Cuuncil  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  praying  said  territory  may 
be  permitted  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
government,  which  memorial  was  referred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February 
16,  1819,  the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  states,"  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  question  was  taken  on  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  of  New  York : — 

**That  the  further  introduction  of  slavery,  or 
intduntary  servitude^  be  prohibited,  except  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  thereof  the  jxjrty  snalt 
be  duly  convicted ;  and  that  all  children  of  slaves 
bom  within  the  said  state,  after  the  admission 
thereof  into  the  Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may 
be  held  to  service  until  the  age  of  twenty -five 
years." 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  it 
was  taken ;  first,  on  that  part  of  the  amend- 
ment italicized,  which  was  carried  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

TBAa.p— MeMTt.  Adami  of  Mann.,  Allen  of  Maw.,  Anderwn 
•f  Pft^  Barber  of  0.,  Bateman  of  N.  J.,  Beech«r  of  O^  Ben- 
B«tt  of  N.  J^  Boden  of  Pa..  Campbell  of  O.,  Clagett  of  N.  H., 
Onartocfc  of  N  Y.,  Crmn*  of  Vt..  Ciuhman  of  N.  Y..  Darllng- 
tM  of  Pa^  Drake  of  N.  Y^.,  ElUcott  of  N.  Y.,  Folder  of  Mao., 
Vsllw  of  Mana.,  Oa^e  of  MaM.,  Gilbert  of  Conn.,  Hale  of  N. 
U ,  HaU  of  DeU  Ilaabronck  of  N.  Y.,  Ileniek  of  0..  Hendricks 
ol  iBd..  Herkimer  of  N.  Y.,  HeinUr  of  Pa.,  Hitchcock  of  O., 
■orkfawnorfk.,  HosttttCT  orP^Uabbani  of  N.  T.,  Hbh- 


tar  of  Vt,  Ilanttngton  of  Coon.,  Inrlng  of  N.  T.,  Kinwr  of 
N.  J.,  Kirtland  of  M.  T.,  Lawver  of  M.  Y.,  LInroln  of  BIbmi. 
Unn  of  N.  J..  LlTermore  ot  N.  IL,  W.  Marlar  of  Pa..  W.  P. 
Maelay  of  Pa.,  Marchand  of  Pa..  Slaaon  of  R.  u  Merrill  of  Vt, 
Mills  of  SfaKS.,  R.  Moore  of  Pa.,  S.  Moore  of  Pa.,  Slurtnn  of 
MaM.,  MomIv  of  Conn.,  Murray  of  Pa..  Nel^^n  of  Mrbil,  Ogle 
of  Pa.,  Orr  of  Maw.,  l*almer  of  N.  Y..  Pattermn  of  Pa.,  Pawl- 
ing of  Pa.,  Pitkinji  of  Conn.,  Rice  of  Maas.,  Rich  of  Vt,  Rleh- 
arda  of  VU,  Kogent  of  Pa.,  Ruggl««  of  MaMi.,  Sampann  of  MaWn 
lavage  of  N.  Y..  Schayler  of  N.  Y„  9cudder  of  N.  Y.,  Sergeant 
of  Pa.,  Sherwood,  iillibee  of  Maaa.,  Bouthard  of  N.  J.,  SpMk* 
i-er  of  N.  Y.,  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Teny 
of  Conn.,  Tompkinii  of  N.  Y..  Townaend  of  X.  Y.,  Upham  off 
N.  H..  Wallace  of  Pa..  Wendoter  of  N.  Y.,  Weatwlo  of  N.  Y., 
WhiUiPide  of  I>a..  Wilkin  of  N.  Y.,  Wllliamii  of  Conn.,  Wtt- 
llama  of  .N.  Y.,  Wilson  of  Mbsk.,  and  Wllmn  of  N.  Y.— 87. 

Nats. — Miiisrs.  Abbott  of  (kK>.,  Andoraon  of  Ky^  AosIIb 
of  Va.,  Ball  of  Va.,  Barbour  of  Vs.,  Ba>S(ftt  of  Va.,  Bayly  of 
Md..  Bloomfleld  of  N.  J.,  Blount  of  Tonn.,  Bryan  of  N.  0:, 
Burwell  of  Vs..  Butler  of  La,,  Cobb  of  Geo..  Cohton  of  V*^ 
Cook  of  Geo.,  Cruiferof  N.  Y.,  Cnlbrutb  <>f  Md.,  DavidsoB  of 
N.  C,  Deoha  of  Ky..  Kdwards  of  N.  C.  Krvin  of  S.  C,  Fldivr 
of  S.  C,  Gamett  of  Va.,  Hall  of  N.  C,  IlnrriMn  of  C  HolniM 
of  MaM>..  Johnmn  of  Va..  Jobn«>on  of  Kt.,  Jones  of  TMkn^ 
Tiewis  of  Va.,  Little  of  Md..  Lounii«'ii  of  8.  C,  McLane  of 
Del.,  McLean  of  111..  McCoy  of  Va.,  Marr  of  Tenn.,  Maaoa 
of  Mass.,  Middleton  of  9.  C.  H.  Nelson  of  Va.,  T.  H.  Nelsoo 
of  Va..  Nosbltt  of  S.  C  New  of  Kt.,  Newtt.n  of  Va.,  OgdM 
of  N.  Y.,  Owen  of  N.  C,  Parrott  of  N.  H.,  Pegram  of  Va^ 
Peter  of  Md.,  PIndall  of  Va..  Pletisants  of  Va.,  l*olndezter  of 
Mixs.,  Reed  of  Md.,  Rhea  of  T<*nn.,  Ringgold  of  Md.,  Robert* 
son  of  Ky.,  Sawyer  of  N.  C,  ifettle  of  N.  C.  Shaw  of  Mass.. 
Bimklns  of  S.  C,  Slocumb  of  N.  C,  Hmitb  of  Md.,  Smith  of 
Va.,  Smyth  of  Va.,  J.  S.  Smith  of  N.  C,  Speed  of  Kt.,  Stewart 
of  N.  C,  Stewart  of  Md.,  Storrs  of  N.  Y.,  Terrell  of  Geo., 
TrimUe  of  Ky.,  Tucker  of  Vs.,  Tucker  of  S.  C,  Tyler  of  Ta., 
Walker  of  Ky.,  and  WiUiams  of  N.  C— 76. 

The  second  branch  of  said  amendment,  be- 
ing the  part  not  italicized,  was  agreed  to  by  a 
vote  of  yeas  82,  nays  78. 

The  vote  in  the'  affirmative  on  this  amend- 
ment was  the  same  as  on  the  other,  lesR  Messrs. 
Beecher,  Campl)ell,  Linn,  Mason,  Schuyler, 
and  Westerlo,  the  four  former  of  whom  voted 
against  this  amendment.  Mr.  S.  Smith,  who 
voted  no  on  last  amendment,  voted  ay  on 
this. 

The  negative  vote  was  the  same,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  McLean,  the 
latter  of  whom  did  not  vote  at  all  on  this  vote, 
and  with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Beecher, 
Campbell,  Linn,  and  Mason. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  by  the 
following  vote : — 

states. 

New  Hampithire  • 

MsMachusotts  • 

Rhod**  Inland  •  • 

Connecticut    -  - 

Vermont    -    -  • 

New  York  -    -  - 

New  Jerwy     -  . 
Pennsylvania 
Ddaware    •    • 

Maryland  •    -  • 
Vlr^nia      •    • 

The  said  bill  passed  as  engrossed,  without  a 
division. 

In  the  Senate,  February  27,  1819,  the  bill 
from  the  House  being  under  consideration,  the 
vote  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  amondnient 
of  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for, 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  last 
branch  of  said  provision,  bein^  the  part  not 
italicized,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive : — 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Barbour  of  Va.,  Crittenden  of  Ky..  Dagg*-U 
of  Conn.,  Dana  of  Conn.,  Eaton  of  Tenn.,  Kdwarda  of  111.. 
Kppss  of  Va.,  FzomanUn  of  La.,  Galliard  of  8.  C.  Ooldsbo. 
longh  of  Mdi,  Borsej  of  V«L,  J^hnion  of  La.,  Klitf  of  K. 


Y. 

N. 

Stat4>s. 

T. 

N. 

4 

1 

North  Carolina   •    • 

10 

15 

2 

South  Carolina   •    • 

2 

1 

Girorgia  .    •    •    . 

4 

7 

Kentucky  -    •    -    . 

6 

5 

TitnneKiHM  -    -    - 

4 

26 

1 

Ohio 

1 

5 

1 

Indiana      -    .    .    . 

21 

Mis^l<»flippl      •    -    ■ 

1 

2 

Louii>iana   •    .    •    • 

1 

2 

6 

~— 

^ 

1 

16 

97 

M 
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Tn  IiMoek  of  Fft.,  Ltakt  of  Xln.,  Maoon  of  N.  C^  Morrow 
of  0.  0tl8  of  Man.  Palmer  of  Vt,  Roberta  of  Pa.,  Sanfionl 
<if  N.  Tn  Stokea  of  N.  a,  Storer  of  N.  II.,  Talt  of  Oa.,  Talbot 
•if  Ky.,  Tbomaa  of  IlL,  TIckenor  of  Tt,  Van  Dyke  of  IhtU 
WUllama  of  Min.,  WiUiama  of  Tenn.— 30. 

Nats.— Mewra.  Bnrrill  of  R.  I.,  DlcJieraon  of  N.  J^  Mellen 
of  Man..  Morrtl  of  N.  IL,  NoUe  of  Ind.,  Rogglea  of  O^  and 
WUaon  of  N.  J.— 7. 

On  striking  out  the  first  branch  of  tho 
amendment^  being  the  part  italiciied,  the  vote 
was  yeas  22,  nays  16.  The  vote  was,  in  com- 
parison with  the  vote  on  the  last  branch  of 
the  amendment,  as  follows :  Messrs.  Dageett, 
Dana,  King,  Morrow,  Iloberts,  SandfordToto- 
ver,  Tickenor,  who  voted  for  striking  out  the 
other,  voted  against  striking  out  £is.  Mr. 
Taylor,  who  did  not  vote  on  striking  out  the 
last,  voted  against  striking  out  this. 

The  vote  by  states  was  as  follows : — 


8Utei. 
Hew  Hampabire 
Maaaachuaetta    < 
Rhode  Inland  - 
(Connecticut    -    ' 
Vermont    -   - 
New  York  -    - 
New  Jersey    - 
Pennnylvania 
Delaware    -    - 
Maryland  •    - 
VirfciDia      •    • 
North  Carolina 


Y.     N.  8Ut««.  Y.    N. 

2  Sonth  Carolina   -    -  1 

1      1  Georgia      ....  1 

1  Kentucky  ....  2 

2  Tenoeaaee  ....  2 

1      1    Ohio 2 

2  Louisiana  ....  2 

2  Indiana      ....  2 

1  1  Miwi-sippi      ...  2 

2  llliuoi* 2 

1  —    — 

2  22    16 
2 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  2, 
1819. — On  the  question  to  concur  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  tho  aforesaid  clause. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^ycas  76, 
nays  78. 

In  the  Senate,  March  2,  1819. — On  motion 
by  MrTaitofGa., 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  adhere.  (No  di- 
vision.) 

In  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  March  2, 
1819.— On  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor  of  N.  Y., 

Resolved,  That  Uik  House  of  Representa- 
tives adhere. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
78,  nays  60.     So  the  bill  wits  lost. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1819,  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Mass.,  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
people  of  Maine,  praying  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal states,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  con- 
Mtitution  formed  for  the  state.  Referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Scott,  delegiite  from  Missouri,  presented 
a  memorial  from  the  people  of  Mifjsouri,  pray- 
ing to  be  authorized  to  f(>rm  a  conntitution  of 
rttate  goremmcnt,  and  to  be  admitted  on  an 
oqual  f(X)ting  with  the  original  states.  Re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  Mr.  Taylor  of 
X.  Y.,  introduced  a  resolution  proposing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  ot  prohibiting 
b^  law  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  ter- 
ritories west  of  the  Mississippi.  [The  com- 
mittee were  afterwards  disciiargea  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.] 

A  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
form  a  state  constitution  nad  been  previously 
reported,  and  tho  consideration  of  tne  subject 
was  fixed  for  the  second  Monday  in  January. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  Mr.  Taylor  mo v- ! 


ed  another  resolntion  on  tiie  saljeot  of  ^ 
hibitin^  the  introduction  of  slaves  into'tlw 
territories  west  of  the  MiasiBsippL  Laid  on 
the  table,  82  to  62. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Jsmiary 
3,  1820.— The  bill  for  the  admissioii  of  tlio 
state  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and  to  ozteiid 
tho  laws  of  the  United  States  to  soeh  stds^ 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

*In  the  Senate,  January  4,  1&20,  Joarnalt 
page  72. — The  said  bill  was  read  and  lef erred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  oonsistinr 
of  Messrs.  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Leake  « 
Mississippi,  Burrill  of  Rhode  Island,  Logui 
of  Keutuckv,  and  Otis  of  Massachusetts. 

Januar}'  6,  page  84. — ^Reported  witii  amend- 
ments— these  amendments  provided  for  the 
admission  also  of  Missouri  into  the  Unkm. 
This  form  of  amendment  contained  no  dmnse 
whatever  concerning  slavery. 

January  13,  page  100. — Considered.  Mr. 
Roberts  moved  to  recommit,  and  leftve  out 
Missouri. 

January  14,  page  102. — ^Mr.  Roberts's  mo- 
tion rejected — ^yeas  18,  nays  25.  This  bill  was 
debated  from  day  to  day  until  Febnuurr  % 
1820,  when  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
Robortb's  amendm^it,  viz. :  (this  is  the  first 
slavery  proposition  on  this  bill,)  "  Provided, 
also,  that  the  further  introduction  into  the 
said  state  of  persons  to  be  held  in  slavery,  or 
involuntary  servitude,  within  the  same  shall 
be  absolutely  and  irrevocably  prohibited." 

And  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16, 
nays  27,  as  follows : — 


states. 
New  llninprbire 

Mawacbuwtti  • 
Rhode  Island 

Connecticut  •  • 

Vermont    •    -  • 

New  York      -  • 

New  Jermj    -  • 

PennnylyaniA  • 

Delaware  •    -  • 

Maryland  -    -  • 

VirKiula    -    •  • 

North  Carolina  • 


Y.  N.  8Ut«w. 

•  1    1  South  Carolina 

-  2  Georgia-    •  - 

•  1    1  Kentucky  •  • 

-  1    1  Tennewee  -  • 

-  I    1  Ohio-    -    -  - 

•  2  Louiiiiana  -  - 

•  2  Indiana     •  • 

•  2  MiwSfvippI  . 

1  Illinois  -    •  • 

2  Alabama    •  • 
2 

2 


T.5. 

S 
S 
2 

1 
S 
1 

s 
a 

2 

a 

10  V 


Yeas.— Messni.  Mmrrill  of  N.  II..  M«aini  and  Otia  ofMaaa, 
Dana  of  Conn.,  Kurrell  of  R.  I.,  Tlchenor  of  Vt,  King  aad 
Sanfi>rd  of  N.Y.,  Dickcmon  and  Wllmn  of  N.  J^  Lowrle  and 
Koberts  of  Pa^  Kuggles  and  Trimble  of  0.,  Nobla  and  Tajlor 
of  Ind.— 16. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Parrot  of  N.  II.,  Hunter  of  R.  I.,  LaniBaii 
of  Conn..  Palmer  of  Vt.  Van  Dyke  of  Del,  Lloyd  and  Ptnk- 
ney  of  Md..  Barbonr  and  PIeaMiut«  of.  Va..  Manon  and  Stokat 
of  N.  C,  OaUlard  and  Smith  of  8.  C,  Kilk)t  and  Walker  ct 
Ga.,  Johnfion  and  Logan  of  Kt.,  Eatoo  and  Williams  of  Tcon., 
Rmwn  and  .lobnson  of  La..  Leak  and  Williams  of  Misa..  M- 
wards  and  Thomas  of  111.,  King  and  Walker  of  Ala.— 37. 

February  3,  1820,  page  137.— Mr.  Thomas 
submitted  tlie  following  amendment: — 

See.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
in  all  that  tract  of  country  ceded  by  France  to 
the  United  States  under  the  name  of  Louisiana* 
which  lies  north  of  36®  3(K  north  latitude,  ex- 
cepting onlv  such  part  thereof  as  is  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  state  contemplated  by 
this  act,  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary servitude,  otherwise  than  m  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  tlie  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted :  Proviacd  always,  that 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  vaj 


•tata  or  territory  of  the  United  State*,  nol]  >  aiul  except  that  part  of 
Ai^tJTe  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  con-  \  liea  north  of  the  state  of 
vnod  to  the  poTicui  rlaimiiiK  hia  or  her  labor   of  the  lTth°  or  S^th"  of  wi 


e  penon  claiming 

or  service  as  aforesaid,  and — 

February  7,  page  145. — Mr.  Chomas  irith- 
drBw  the  laitl  ameadmcnt. 

February  16,  page  160. — On  the  qaestion 
to  agree  to  the  amendments  reported  by  tht' 
committee  on  the  judiciary  (not  contaminf; 
any  ilaTery  clan«e),  it  was  determined  in  the 
a&Tnative~yeas  23,  nays  21 ;  as  fallows: — 


So  the  amendment  to  include  Missouri, 
irithout  any  dlaTcry  elauKe,  wna  afrrced  to. 

The  bill  being  still  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Thomas  proposed  the  following 
additional  ameudment: — 

Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  sixth  article  of  compact  of  the  urdiimnce 
of  Congress,  passed  on  tlie  13th  of  July,  ITHT, 
for  the  eovernrnont  of  the  terriimry  of  the 
Dnited  ^tcs  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
■hall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be,  and  here- 
by ie,  deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall 
have  full  force  and  effect  in  and  over  all  that 
tract  of  couotrj  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  name  of  Luui^ana,  which 
lies  uortb  uf  30°  'M'  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  in  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  state  con  tern  plated  by  this 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Georgia,  it  was 
af^reed  to  take  the  question  by  jeaa  and  nays. 

Feb.  17,  page  16l. — Mr.  llioraas  withdrew 
the  amendment  proposed  by  him  yesterday, 
and  offered  the  following,  aa  a  new  section ; — 

Bee.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  [in 
all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  tii  the  United 
States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  ' 
liea  north  of  36°  SCK  north  latitude,  excepting 
unly  such  part  thereof  a«  is  included  witbio 
the  limits  of  the  state  contemplated  by  this 
act]  slaveiT  and  involuntary  servitude,  other- 
wise than  in  the  puniahmenC  of  crime  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall 
ba,aud  is  hereby,  for  ever  prohibited;  provided 
always,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the 
aame,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  state  or  territory  of  the  United 
States,  niuh  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaim- 
ed, and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  bis  or 
her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  to 
amend  said  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  within  the  brackets,  and  insertiiigthe  ful- 
lowing:  "All  that  part  of  Louisiana  [as  ceded 
by  France  to  the  United  States]  which  lies  1 
weat  of  the  Mississippi  river,  except  that  part  I 
wfaiah  la  oonUuned  in  tha  state  of  Loaisiana,  j 


Louisiana,  and  east 

est  longitude,  agTe»- 
ably  to  Melish's  map,  and  south  of  the  line 
which  mav  be  established  for  the  northern 
boundary  for  the  proposed  state  of  Missouri." 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20, 
nays  24 — as  follows : — 

BUtn  T.N.  SUtM.  T.N. 

Sooth  Canllnt  - 


This  amendment  being  lost. 

The   question   then   recurred   on   the  last 
amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas, 

And  it  was  detennined  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  34,  nays  10 — as  follows : — 

BUtu  Y.N.  Stttrt.  T.K. 


urtj 


Vol  TBI  AannimiT.— M««ni.  BrDVD,  Barrlll,  Dui,  dak. 

LJoyd,  Txnni  Lowrio,  U«Llen,  ITnriiJ,  Otl*,  I*«l'  ""     """■ 

nDkiiVT.  Koberti,  HiugteA,  Sidiftard,  StokHcTl 
ior.Tr{iDbls,TuiD;ka,  Walker  of  All.,  WUllj 


The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ind  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

On  the  questjon,  "  Shall  the  amendments  to 
:he  bill  be  engroHccd,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
lime?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — - 
yeas  24,  nays  20 — as  follows:^ 

Statn  Y.N.  HUtM.  T.N. 


),  Eltnn,  EdwnnU.  EIHDtt, 
in  of  Kj.,  JohBim  of  I*, 
„   L«ke,   Uojit.    Lonn.  Wrrott,    PlakUT, 
-■—    ■~~M«,   V«D    D.k».   WalkiT  of   Ala- 

of  Milt.  » 


So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 

Feb.  18.  1S20,  page  170.— The  bill  pasMd, 
•rith  the  amendment,  withoat  a  diTision. 

In  the  House  of  RepreaentaliTea,  FA.  1^ 
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IttO,  ptge  229,  the  Hoiue  to(A  up  tha  bill  ind 
ftmenaments  finoin  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TsTlor  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  ^ragree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Soott  delegate  from  Miseoori,  moved  to 
refer  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  C<Anmii- 
tee  of  the  Whole ;  which  was  determined  in 
^e  negative — yeas  70,  nays  107.  (See  Jour- 
nal of  House  of  Reoresentatives,  page  230.) 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth  of  Ya.  then  moved 
that  the  amendments  lie  on  the  table ;  which 
was  rejected. 

The  Question  then  recurred  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins 
of  S.  0.  was  postponed  to  Tuesday,  the  22d 
February. 

Feb.  23^  page  240. — ^The  question  on  Mr. 
Taylor's  motion  was  divided  so  as  to  strike  out 
■0  much  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  as 
proposes  **  to  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
form  a  constitution  and  state  government,  &c., 
fte.,  Ac. ;  and  was  doterminea  in  the  afllrma- 
tive — yeas  93,  navs  72. 

Feb.  23,  page  241. — ^The  question  was  then 
stated :  "  Will -the  House  disagree  to  the  resi- 
due of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill,  except  the  ninth  section  V*  and  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays 
68. 

Feb.  23,  pace  242. — The  question  was  then 
stated :  *'  W  iU  the  House  disagree  to  the  said 
ninth  section  T"  oonbtined  in  the  Mowing 
words: — 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
all  territory  coded  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which 
lies  north  of  36^  SO'^  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  state  contemplated  by  this 
act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  others 
wise  than  m  the  punishnent  of  crimes  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  for  ever  prohibited :  pro- 
vided always,  that  anv  person  escaping  mto 
the  same,  from  whom  lauor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  state  or  territorv  of  the 
United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  was  also  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  159,  nays  18 — as  follows : — 


StatM.  T.  N. 

M«w  IlamptUrt     •    •    S 
Mi— rhiwtti    •    •    -  18    2 
Bbod«  InlMMl     •    •   •    2 
OoonecUcat  .   .   <•   •   7 
Vtrmont 4    3 


N«wTork  • 
New  Jenqr  • 
PmiiiijlTmnU 
Delaware  •  • 
ManlaiKl  -  - 
Tir^oia  •  - 
North  Carolina 


25 
3 

20 
1 
6 

20 

11 


8 
2 

4 
1 
1 


Statee. 
South  Carolina 

Georgia      -  • 

Kentucky  -  • 
Ttsnneesee 

Ohio      •    -  • 

LoulMana  •  - 

Indiana     •  - 

Ml^lMdppI  • 

minole.    .  - 

Alabama   -  - 


T.N. 

0 
6 
7 
6 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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So  the  House  disagreed  to  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  include  Missouri  in  the 
bill  providing  for  a  government  in  Maine,  and 
notined  the  ^nate  thereof. 

In  Senate,  February  24, 1820. — On  motion 
bj  Mr.  Burrill  of  R.  I., 

'*  TluU  the  Senate  recede  therefrom/' 


Mr.  Maeon  of  N«  C,  ealled  fi»r  H  4i^Wni|ftf 

the  question,  so  to  be^ taken  eepanaidi  oa  enib 
amendment ;.  one  oontuning  proviiloiialbrtU 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Unioa.  nijifi^ 
other  prohibiting  the  further  intiodiuliaattr 
slavery  into  the  territories  of  the  United  1itit|i: 

The  sulyect  was  debated  in  the  Senate  nfffil 
Feb.  28,  when  the  oneetion  was  takea:  ^iK 
recede  from  so  mucn  of  the  amendijOtttitii  ,i|^ 
provides  for  the  admission  of  Missbiuri  iaia 
the  Union,"  Ac.  .^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeattf^ 
nays  23 ;  as  follows : —  .   . . .    > 

N.  states.  r  T,  IL 

-•    •    ■•.■• 

:  -^  i 

•      .  ft 


Statee.  T. 

New  Ilempehire  •  •  1 

MeaMfChueetta  •  •  2 

Rhode  leland  -  -  -  2 

Conneetirnt    -  •  •  1 

Vermont    •    •  •  •  2 

New  York  ....  2 

NewJereej    •  •  «  2 

PennsylTanla  •  -  2 

Delaware    •    •  -  -  2 

Maryland  •   -  •  - 

Viffcinia     .    .  .  • 

North  Carolina  -  • 


States 
South  GaroUnn 
Oeorgla  • 
Kcntveky 

Ohio  . 


2* 

2 

2 


IndfauM 
MIedflrinI 
Ullnoia  - 


«   12 


So  the  Senate  refused  to  recede  firam 
amendment  for  the  admission  of  Miaeoorl.^  ;^ 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  the  zmUim 
of  the  amendments,  prohibiting  the  further  la^ 
troduction  of  slavery  into  the  territorial  ofttj^ 
United  States,  north  of  Z&'dX/  north  lalitiii% 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— year  1^ 
nays  31 ;  as  follows : — 

Y. 


■/ 


Statei. 
NewHampehIre 
llanaobueetta 
Rhode  If  land 
Oonneetlent    - 
Vermont    -    • 
New  York  -    • 
New  Jereey     • 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware    •    • 
Maryland   -    - 
Virginia     •    - 
North  Carolina 


i 

■  i 

I 


N.  StatiH. 

2  8oathOarallM  - 

2  Georgia  -   •   -    - 

2  Kentudiy  .... 

2  Tenneeeee  *  •   •   - 

2  Ohio 

1  1  Loniaiana  -    -   •   • 
2  Imliana      ....     a' 
2  MiMtatppI     •    -    •     I     1 

2  nilnoU 2 

2*  Alabama    •   .    .    .  2 

2  

1{    1|  U    32 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  their 
amendment  prohibitin|^  the  further  introdae* 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  territories  north  of  36^  3X^4 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Barbour  of  Va., 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their 
amendment  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Roberts  of  Pa., 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their 
other  amendment  prohibiting  the  further  in* 
troduction  of  slavei^  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  ail  theiir 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

In  Uouse  of  Representatives,  February  28^ 
1820, 

Mr.  Taylor  of  N.  T.  moved  to  insist  oa 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for— 

And,  on  the  question, "  Will  the  House  insiil 
on  their  disagreement  to  said  amendmeata 
proriding  for  &e  admission  of  Missouri  V 


*  Finokmy  and  Lloyd. 
fMaeoB. 


t  WiUlan  R.  Kloff 


inssotTBi. 
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It  was  detennined  in  the  affirmatiye — ^yea« 
77,  nays  76 ;  as  follows : — 


SUUai.  T.   N. 

X«w  Ilampshlre  •  •  6 

MaiiMPhuMtts     •  .  18      1 

Rhode  IsUod      -  •  2 

OonntN'ticut    -    -  -  7 

Vftrtn«nt     -    -    -  -  6 

New  York  ....  24 

Srw  Jer*ej     -    -  -  4      1 

Pi^nnftylTanU      •  -  21      2 

Dvlawar*    .    •    •  • 

Manrland    •    •    •  •  8 

\  Irx'inia      ....  1*  22 

North  Carolina   •  -  11 


SUtea. 
Sonth  Carolina 
Georgia  -  -  - 
Kentucky  -  • 
Tenneraee  •  • 
Ohio  .... 
Louisiana  -  - 
Indiana  •  • 
Miiwindppi 
IllinolB  •  -  • 
Alabama     •    - 


Y.  N. 

9 
6 
8 
6 
6  I 
1 


97    76 


So  the  House  of  Representatives  insisted  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment 
fi)r  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  question  was  then  taken :  **  Will  the 
House  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  terri- 
tories north  of  36°  3(Kr 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  160,  nays  14 ;  as  follows : — 


States. 

Y. 

N. 

SUtes. 

Y. 

N. 

Vffw  llaapabfre  •    • 

6 

Sonth  Carolina   •    • 

•      9 

Ifaanehoaetti     - 

-    19 

2 

Oeorgia 

6 

Rhode  Island      • 

'      i 

Kentucky  -    -    -    • 

.      8 

Ooonceticnt    •    •    • 

1 

Tennessee  •    .    •    • 

•      6 

1 

Vermont    -   -   -    ■ 

-      4 

1 

Ohio 

1 

V0m  York  -    -    -    • 

•    25 

Louisiana  •    •    •    • 

Now  Jeney    -    -    - 

•      3 

2 

Indiana      .    .    .    . 

I\Nms7lvaDia     •    - 

■    20 

3 

MiMiraippi      -    -    • 

Bokiware    ■    .    .    • 

Illinois  .    .    .    .    . 

Maryland   .    •    .    • 

•      6 

2 

Alabama    •    •    - 

Tlr^nia      -    .    - 

.    22 

I 

— 

— 

Korih  Carolina   • 

>    10 

1 

160 

14 

So  the  House  of  Representatives  insisted 
upon  their  disagreement  to  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  notified  the  Senate 
thereof. 

In  Senate,  Feb.  28,  1820, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  ask  a  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
said  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  of  III.,  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  of  Md.,  and  Mr.  Barbour  of  Va.,  be  the 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  accordingly. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  29, 1820, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the 
conference,  &c.,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holmes  of  Mass.,  Mr. 
Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Lowndes  of  S.  C,  Mr. 
Parker  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Kinsey  of  N.  J.,  be 
the  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Feb.  29,  1820.— The  House  took  up  the 
amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole 
to  the  "bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission 
i»f  such  state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  states,"  and  concurred 
therein,  with  the  exception  of  the  following 
amendment : — 

'*  And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there 
ahall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 


tude  in  the  said  state,  otherwise  than  in  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  j^artr 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted:  Provided, 
always,  that  any  person  escaping  within  the 
same  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  other  state,  such  fugitive  may 
be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  SQTYice,  as 
aforesaid :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the 
said  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  said  territory." 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  agreeing 
to  this  amendment,  when 

Mr.  Storrs  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  strike  out 
these  words :  "  And  shall  ordain  and  establish 
that,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  follpw- 
ing  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
ofiSred  to  the  said  convention,  for  their  free 
acceptance  or  rejection,  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  constitution  of  the  said  state  as  arti- 
cles of  compact  between  the  said  state  and  the 
United  States,  viz.:  That  there  be  neither 
slavery,"  &c.,  as  above. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Storrs,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  82,  nays  98. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  above  amendment  made  in  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  94,  nays  86. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Taylor  of 
N.  Y.  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking 
out  these  words :  '*  And  the  said  state,  when 
formed,  shall  bo  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in 
all  respects  whatever ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to 
insert.  And  if  the  same  (that  is  the  constitu- 
tion] shall  be  approved  by  Congress,  the  said 
territory  shall  be  admitteu  into  the  Union  as 
a  state,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 
states. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  49, 
nays  125. 

No  further  amendment  being  proposed,  the 
question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  said  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  84. 

In  House  of  Representatives;  Mar.  1,  1820. 
On  the  question  **  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  and  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  91,  nays  82; 
as  follows : — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams  of  3Iiimi..  Allen  of  y.  Y^  Baker  of 
N.  Y.,  Bateman  of  N.  J.,  Beecher  of  O.,  Boden  of  Pa.,  Brash 
of  0.,  Baffam  of  N.  II.,  Osmpbcll  of  O..  Oawj  of  N.  Y.,  Clageit 
of  N.  H.,  Clark  of  N.  Y.,  Cook  of  111.,  CraH^  of  Vt,  Ciuthmau 
of  Mam.,  DarlinKtoD  of  Pa..  Dennimn  of  Pa.,  De  Witt  of  N. 
Ym  Dickinson  of  N.  Y.,  Dowi««  of  Mass.,  Eddy  of  R.  I.,  Kd- 
wards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of  Pa..  Fay  of  N.  Y.,  Folger  of  Mass., 
Fbrd  of  N.  Y-  Forrest  of  Pa.,  Fuller  of  Mass.,  (Jross  of  N.  Y, 
Orws  of  Pa.,  Ouyon  of  N.  Y.,  Hackley  o£  N.  Y..  Hall  of  N. 
Y.,  Hasard  of  R.  I.,  Hemphill  of  Pa.,  Hendricks  of  Ind, 
Herrick  of  0.  Hibsbam  of  Pa..  Ueinter  of  Pa.,  UlU  of  Mass., 
Uostetter  of  Pa.,  Kendall  of  Mass.,  Kenney  of  N.  J.,  Kinsley 
of  Me.,  Lathrop  of  Mass.,  Lincoln  of  Mass.,  Linn  of  N.  J., 
Lyman  of  N.  Y.,  Maelay  of  Pa.,  Marehand  of  Pa.,  Meeeh  of 
vt,  B.  Moore  of  Pa.,  8.  Moore  of  Pa.,  Monell  of  N.  Y.,  Mor> 
ton  of  Maas.,  Moneley  of  Oonn.,  Murray  of  Pa.,  Nelson  of 
Mass.,  Puitar  of  Haas.,  Pattaraonof  Fiu,  Phelpt  <if  Ooob., 
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PhilMm  of  Pa.,  Pltcber  of  N.  T.,  Plamcr  of  N.  H.,  Rleh  of 
VL,  Kirhiirdii  of  Vt,  Kkhmond  of  N.  Y.,  Kogen  of  Pa.,  Ron 
nf  O.,  hull  of  Conn.,  tSampaon  of  Mafs.,  Sorgeaat  of  Pa., 
t^ib<bM  of  Man..  Sloan  of  O.,  Smith  of  N.  J^  Southard,  Ste- 
VHnu  of  Conn.,  Street  of  N.  Y.,  Strong  of  Vt.  Strong  of  N. 
Y.,  Tut  nf  l*a..  Tajlor  of  N.  Y.,  Tomlmann  of  Conn.,  Tomp- 
kins uf  N.  Y.,  Trat-cy  of  N.  Y.,  Upham  of  N.  II.,  Van  Kena- 
wlaer  of  S.  Y.,  Wallace  of  Pa.,  WendoTur  cf  N.  Y.,  Whitman 
of  MaM..  Wood  of  N.  Y.— 91. 

NATa. — MmuTf.  Alexander  of  Ta..  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Ander- 
mn  of  Kyy  Archer  of  Md.,  Archer  of  Va.,  Baldwin  of  Pa^ 
Barbour  or  Va.,  liayley  of  .Md..  Bloomfleld  of  N.  J.,  Brevard 
of  S.  C,  Brown  of  Ky.,  Bryan  of  Tenn.,  Burton  of  N.  Ch 
Burwell  of  Va.,  Butler  of  La.,  Cannon  of  Tenn.,  Cobb  of 
(leo.,  Crowell  of  Ala.,  Culbreth  of  Hd.,  Culpepper  of  N.  C, 
Cuthbert  of  Ua.,  Davklaon  of  N.  C,  Karle  of  S.  C,  Edwardi 
of  N.  0.,  Krwin  of  S.  C,  Flaher  of  N.  C,  Floyd  of  Va.,  Foot 
of  Conn..  Vullerton  of  Pa.,  Uamett  of  Va^  Hall  of  N.  a, 
Uardin  of  Ky..  H(>lme«  of  MaM.,  Hook  of  N.  C,  Johnson  of 
Va.,  Jones  of  Va.,  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent  of  Md.,  Little  of  Md., 
Lowndes  of  ».  C.  McCoy  of  Va^  MeCreanr  nf  S.  C,  Mcl^ne 
of  Del.,  McLean  of  Ky.,  Mason  of  Mam.,  Meigs  of  N.  Y.,  B!er> 
c«r  of  Va.,  .Metcalf  of  Ky.,  Neale  of  Md.,  Nelson  of  Va.,  New- 
ton of  Va.,  Oventreet  of  S.  C.  Parker  of  Va.,  Pinekney  of  S., 
C..  Pindall  of  Vs.,  Quarles  of  Ky.,  Randolph  of  Va..  Rankin 
of  Him.,  Read  of  Oa.,  Rhea  of  Tenn.,  RIniegold  of  Md..  Ro- 
bertson of  Ky..  Settle  of  N.  C,  Shaw  of  Mass..  Simkins  of  S. 
C.,  Sloeum  of  N.  C,  Smith  of  .Md.,  B.  Smith  of  Va..  A.  Smyth 
of  Va.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Storrs  of  N.  Y.,  Strother  of  Va^  Swear 
ringen  of  Va.,  Terrill  of  Geo..  Trimble  of  Ky.,  Tucker  of  Va., 
Tucker  of  S.  C,  Tvler  of  Va.,  Walker  of  N.  C,  Warfleld  of  Md., 
WiUlams  of  Va.,  Williams  of  N.  C— 82. 

Vote  classified  by  states : — 

BUtes.                     Y.  N.           States. 

New  HampKhire     .    .    4  South  Carolina  . 

MaMachusetts    ...  16  3    Ueon^s  .... 

Rhode  Triand      ...    2  Kentucky  .    .    . 

Ojnnaetlcut   ....    6  1    Tenuetvee  .    .    . 

Vermont 6         Ohio 

New  York      ....  24  2    Louiidana  .    .    • 

New  Jersey    ....    6  1    Mississippi     .    . 

l*enni>ylvania     ...  21  2    Alabama    .    .    . 
Delaware    . 
Maryland 


1    IndiMua      .....  1 
9    Illinois       1 


y.N. 

9 
4 
8 
.6 

1 
1 
1 


bj  this  act,  slavery  and  involantaTj  serritndla^ 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimefl^ 
whereof  the  party  shau  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  fur  ever  prohib- 
ited :  Provided  always,  that  any  person  escar 
ping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state  or  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may 
be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  clamiing  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid. 

The  said  amendment  was  agreed  to  id  Se- 
nate without  a  division. 

Mr.  Trimble  of  Ohio  then  moved  Uy  amend 
this  new  section  by  striking  out  the  followine: 
"  All  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, ' 
which  lies  north  of  30°  30^^  north  latitude,  not . 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  state  contem- 
plated by  this  act,"  and  inserting  in  liea 
thereof  the  following : — 

All  that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ceiled  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
except  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  territOTT 
included  in  the  proposed  state  of  Missoan, 
and  the  Arkansas  territory  east  of  the  17^  or 
94°  of  longitude  (agreeably  to  Melish'a  map.) 

On  the  question  to  agreeto  this  amendment* 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  12,- 
nays  30,  as  follows : 


Vlrftltiia 22 

North  Carolina  ...       12 
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In  Senate  of  United  States.  March  2,  1820. 
The  aforesaid  bill,  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentativcs  was  received  and  taken  up,  ana  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Barbour  of  Va.  to  strike  out 
the  clause  "  that  the  further  introducticm  of 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  be  prohibited, 
except  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof 
the  party  shall  Iks  duly  convicted ;  and  that 
all  children  of  slaves  born  within  the  said 
state,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  the 
Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  ser- 
vice until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,"  as  an 
amendment ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  27, 
nays  15  ;  as  follows : — 

State's.  Y.  N.            States.  Y.  N. 

New  llainp-thire     ..11    Sontb  Carolina     .    .  2 

>lH>viirliu»;tts    ...  2    (leor^riK    .....  2 

Rhode  Tslnnd      ...  1    1    Kentucky     ....  2 

Connecticut    ....  I    1    Tennewwe     ....  2 

Vorni'»nt Ohio 2 

New  York 2    liouisinna     ....  2 

Nt'W  Jenwy    ....  2    Mississippi    ....  2 

Pennnylvania     ...          2    Alnhama 2 

IWIaware 2          Indiana 2 

Marvland 2         Illinois 2 

Vindnla 2  —    — 

North  Carolina  ...  2  27    16 

The  said  clause  was  therefore  stricken  from 
the  ))ill  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Thomas  to  amend  said 
)>ill  by  adding  tuereto  the  following,  as  a  new 
section  :— 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which 
lies  north'of  3G°30^  north  latitude.  Not  inclu- 
ded within  the  limits  of  the  stato  oontomplated 


states. 
New  Hampshire 
Mafstichum>tts    . 
Rhode  Ulaud     . 
Connecticut   .    . 
Vermont    .    .    . 


Y.  N.  SUtcff. 

1  1    South  Carolina 

2  Georgia .    .    . 

1  KMHlurky  .    . 

2  Tcnncswe  .    . 
1    Ohio  .... 


T.  K. 


New  York 2  IiOll{^iHna  . 

New  Jerwy    ....  2  MlPi*ls^lppi 

IVnnsylTanla     ...  2  AInl»nma    , 

Df^lawarp 2  Indlsna 

Marvland 2  Illiuois  .    . 

Viru'lnU 2 

North  Carolina  ...  2 


12    90 


The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  amendc<l  by 
addinu;  thereto  the  following :  **  And  to  prt>- 
hibit  slavery  in  certain  territories."  And  the 
bill  was  paiised  without  a  division,  and  sent  lo 
the  House  of  Kcprcs<intativo!». 

On  the  reception  of  whirh  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  manaj^ors  of  tlie  confer- 
ence on  the  diaagrcoinj^  votes  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  **  bill  pro\  u\in<r  for  the  admission 
of  the  state  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  made 
a  report  (which  is  in  the  journal  of  the  House 
of  Reprp.sientatives,  pa;;o  1:7 r>),  recommending 

Ist.  That  the  S(<nate  rcoode  from  all  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Maine,  and 

2d.  That  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Represork 
tatives  to  enable  the  pcoplo  of  Mis.<«ouri  to 
form  a  state  government,  &c.,  should  bo  so 
amended  as  to  strike  out  the  clause  prohibiting 
slavery  within  the  t«tatc  to  be  formed,  and  to 
insert  a  new  section  prohibiting  slavery  in  all 
that  territory  ceded  by  F'rance  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  Ilea 
north  of  3t3^3(K  north  latitu<le,  not  included 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  d:c. 

The  said  report  was  road  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  took  up  and  proceeded  to 
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coimider  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Mis- 
•onri  to  form  a  constitution,  ^.,  &c, ;  "  and 
the  said  amendments  being  in  exact  confor- 
mity to  the  report,  or  recommendations  of  the 
eommittee  of  conference  herein  recited/'  the 
question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out  the 
daase  prohibiting  slavery  in  Missouri,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  aflirmative — ^yeas  90,  nays 
87,  as  follows : — 

Teas.— Menrs.  Abbott,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenn,,  An- 
denoB,  Areber  of  M(L,  Archer  of  Ya.,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Bajl^,  Bloomfleld«  BreTard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell, 
BaUer  of  L*.,  Dinnon,  Cobb,  Oocke,  Crawfonl,  Crowell,  Cul- 
hntk,Calpepper.  Cutbbert,  DaTldson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards 
uT  K.  01,  JfrrK  Fisber,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fnllerton,  Oamett,  Hall 
of  N.  CSi,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
▼sl,  Jonas  of  Tenn^  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
MeDraarr,  HcLane  of  Bel.,  McLean  of  Ky.,  Bfasoo,  Meigs, 
Umtur,  if  etcalf,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Va^  Newton,  Orenitreet, 
I*ark«r  of  Ta^  PInckney,  Pindall,  Qnarles,  Randolph,  Ran- 
tia,  Raed,  Rhea.  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slmp- 
kfaH^  Sloeniab^  Smith  of  N.  J.,  Smith  of  Md.,  B.  Smith  of 
Va^  A.  Smyth  of  Ya.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Stro- 
ther,  Swearingen.  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Tucker 
of  &  (X,  Xyier,  Walker  of  N.  C,  Warfleld,  Williams  of  Ya., 
WilllHUofN.C.— 90. 

Han^-^MeMTS.  Adams.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Allen  of  N.  Y., 
Bilnrr,  Bateman.  Beecber,  Boden,  Brush,  Bnffum,  Butler  of 
N.  H.,  Oampbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cooke,  Crafts,  Cusbman, 
DarUngtoD,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Edwards 
of  Pau,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrwrt,  Fuller,  Gross  of  N.  Y., 
Oflvsa  of  Pa..  Ouyon,  Uackley,  Hall  of  N.  Y.,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
htlL  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hib«ham,  Hiester,  Hoetetter,  Ken- 
dall, Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
Maday,  Blallary.  Marchand,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
MooeU,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Mass.,  Parker 
of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich, 
RIefaards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant, 
>4MMa,  Sloan.  Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Yt.,  Strong  of  N. 
v..  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Yan  Rensselaer, 
Wallactt,  WendoTer,  Whitman,  and  Wood.— 87. 

Those  who  Yoted  in  the  affirmatiYe  and  ne- 
gatire  are  as  follows,  by  states : — 

states. 
New  Hampshire 
Masaachuwetts  . 
Rhode  Island  . 
CMinectlcut .  . 
Vermont  .  .  . 
New  York  .  . 
New  Jersey  .  . 
PennsylTania  . 
IMaware .  .  . 
Maryland  .  . 
Yirgioia  .  .  . 
North  Carolina 


Y.   N.  States.  Y.   N. 

6    South  Carolina     .    .    9 

16    Oeorxia 6 


4 
1 
2 


.  2 
.  3 
.  2 
.  1 
.  9 
.  22 
.  12 


1    Kentucky     ....    8 
4    Tennessee     ....    6 

6    Ohio 

22    Louisiana     .    .    '     .    1 

3    Indiana 

21    Mississippi    ....    1 

Alabama 1 

lUinois 


6 


90    87 


The  main  question  was  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu 
of  the  state  restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting 
slavery  in  the  territory  north  of  36°  30''  north 
latitude,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Ybaa.— Meaars.  Allen  of  N.  Y.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Anderson, 
An:her  of  Md.,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman.  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Blooaiflold,  Boden.  BreTard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler 
••f  N.  H.,  Campbell.  Cannon,  Case.  Clagett.  Clarke,  Cocke, 
t  "«w»k.  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpepper.  Cunh- 
man.  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Daridson,  Dennison,  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy.  Edwards  of  Pa.,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Floyd.  Foot  Ford,  Forrost,  Fuller,  Fnllerton,  Gross  of  Pa., 
i^uTon.  Ilacklay.  Hall  of  N.  Y..  Hardin,  Ilaxard.  Hemphill, 
Hendricks.  Herrick.  Hibsbam,  Hiester.  Hill.  Holmes,  Hostet- 
tcr,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Little,  Lincoln, 
IJnn,  Lirermore.  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mo- 
Lane  of  OeL,  McLean  of  Ky.,  Mallary,  Mvehsnd,  Mason, 
Maifa,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moeely, 
Narray,  Neliion  of  .Ma«8.,  Nelson  of  Va.,  Parker  of  Mass., 
Pattarsoo,  Philson,  Pitcher,  I'lumer,  Quarlea,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Kloiiarda,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Rosa, 
RvM,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  N.  J^  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Southard.  8te> 
TMii,  Storra,  Street  Strong  of  Yt,  Strong  of  N.  Y.,  Strother, 
HT,  T^lor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trary,  Trimble,  Tucker 
S.  0.,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer.  Wallace,  Warfleld,  If  end- 
r,  WOUams  of  N.  C,  Wood.— 134. 


Nat& — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Alexander.  Allen  of  Mass., 
Arebar  of  Ya.,  Barbour,  Bofftam,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler 
of  La..  Oobh.  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Errin,  Folger,  Oamett,  OroKS 
of  N.  Y.,  Hall  of  N.  C,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Ya.,  Joner 
of  Tenn.,  McCoy,  Metcalf.  Neale,  Newton,  OTerstreet  Park<!r 
of  Ya.,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Randolph,  Reed.  Rhea,  t^lnikins. 
Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Ya.,  A.  SniyUi  of  Ya.,  Swearlugen, 
Terrall,  Tucker  of  Ya^  Tyler,  Walker  of  N.  C,  Williams  of 
Ya.— 42. 

SUtea.                   Y.  N.  States.  T.  N. 

New  Hampehira     ..51  South  Carolina ...  5      4 

Msssachusetta    ...  16    3    Georgia 2      4 

Rhode  Island     ...    2  Kentucky     ....  7      1 

Connecticut   ....    6  Tennessee     ....  4      2 

Yermont 6  Ohio     ....  6 

New  York      ....  25    1  Louisiana     ....           1 

New  Jersey    ....    6  Mississippi   ....  1 

Pennsylvania     ...  23  Alabama       ....  1 

Delaware 1  Indiana   ...    *    .  1 

Maryland 8    1    HlinoU 1 

Virginia 4  18  —    — 

North  Carolina  .    .    .66  134    42 

So  the  House  concurred  in  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
by  the  two  Houses.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  it  as  it  became  a  law : — 

An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
govcrnmeut,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states,  and  to  prohibit  slaYcry 
in  certain  territories. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri 
territory  included  witnin  the  boundaries  here- 
inafter designated,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution 
and  state  government;  and  to  assume  such 
name  as  they  shall  deem  proper ;  and  the  said 
state,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  upon  an  equal  f(X)ting  with  the  original 
states,  in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  sections  of 
the  law  embrace  mere  matters  of  detail, 
having  no  connexion  with  the  great  question 
which  is  now  a^tAting  the  country.  The  8th 
section,  which  is  what  is  generally  known  as 
the  Missouri  Compromise,  is  as  follows : — 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  in 
all  that  territory  ceded  by  Franco  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  state  contemplated  by 
this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes 
whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be,  and  is  hereby  for  ever  prohibi- 
ted ;  Provided  always,  That  any  person  esca- 
ping into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  lawfully  claimed,  in  any  state  or  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may 
be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  ai 
aforesaid. 

Approved  6th  March,  1820. 

THE  SSCOND  MISSOURI  COMPROMISE. 

In  the  constitution  formed  by  MiBSOnri 
there  was  a  clause  requiring  the  le^slatare  to 
pass  laws  prohibiting  the  emigration  of  fret 
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MOpIa  of  color  into  tba  iteto ;  and  fiiis  iwbriA- 
Bon  oponed  up  tba  qnertion,  and  prodnoad  le- 
•MtuuM  to  her  wlitiiMion. 

On  the  23d  NoYsmbcr,  1820,  in  &«  Hoow 
of  Boppo— MtotiTW,  Hr.  LovndM  rf  S.  C, 
nrom  the  select  oommittefl  to  whom  was  n- 
brnd  the  oonttitution  formed  fbr  their  sot- 
erament  bj  tiie  people  of  the  itato  of  Hls- 
•onri,  mode  a  report,  oonclndinE  with  a  Joint 
reeoluUon,  "  that  the  stAte  of  Hissoori  shoU 
be,  and  ia  herebr  deot&red  to  be,  ooe  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  is  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal  footing  with  the 
original  statea  in  all  reepeots  whal«ver." 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1820,  a  similar 
resolution  was  reported  to  Uie  Senate  from  a 
select  committee,  and  it  was'  tnbseqnently 
passad,  and  sentto  the  HouseofRepresentatiTee. 

On  the  29th  of  Jannarr,  1821 ,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Clar,  the  IIodM  went  iutu  oommittM  of 
the  whole  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senat« 
for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union,  with  a 
eavtal  against  the  inOTiaion,  if  there  be  anv, 
which  oonflicts  with  the  Constitntioa  of  the 
United  Slates. 

On  the  22d  of  Febraarr  the  resolntion  was 
farther  considered,  and,  uter  mnoh  discnssion, 
Hr.  Cla;  moved  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  to  consider  the  Senate's 
resolution ;  and  this  being  agreed  to,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee, via:— 


Ford  of  N.  y.,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Archer 
Va.,  Haokley  of  N.  Y..  S.  Moore  of  Penn., 
Cobb  of  Ga.,  Tomlinson  of  Conn.,  and  Butler 
of  N.  U. 

On  the  10th  of  February  Mr.  Clay  from  the 
above  committee  made  a  report  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  This  report 
was  intended  to  obviate  the  difficulties  caused 
by  the  restriction  in  the  constituUon  of  Mis- 
souri, and  Mr.  Clay  earnestly  infoked  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  conoession. 

Tbe  resolution  attached  to  this  report,  being 
the  Senate  resolution  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee,  vraa  rejected  by  the  Uouse  by  a  vote 
of  80  to  83. 

This  vote  was  7C  Representatives  firom  the 
South  and  14  from  the  North  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  14  Northern  affirmative  votes  being 
as  follows : — 

Messrs.  Baldwin  of  Pa.,  Bat«man  and 
Bloomfield  of  N.  J.,  Clark  of  N.  ¥.,  Eddy  of 
R.  I.i  Guyon  and  Qackley  of  N.  Y.,  Hill  of 
Mass.,  Meigs  of  N.  Y.,  Shaw  of  Mass.,  Smith 
of  N.  J.,  Stevens  of  Coon.,  Stons  and  Tomp- 
kins of  N.  Y. 

Eighty  Northern  and  three  Southern  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  negative. 

The  three  Southern  Representotlves  being 
MeasTfl.  Edwards  of  N.  0.,  Randolph  of  Va., 
ud  Terrillof  Qo. 

Hr.  Livermore  of  N.  IL  moved  a  reconside- 
ration fbr  the  purpone  of  givinE  every  member 
an  opportonitj  to  vote  on  the  important  ques- 
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Tbe  reaonaidatalkn  was  ouiiedM  ttaJM 
of  Fob.  by  yaas  1«,  nays  66.         ^T^      ' 

And  the  reaolntioB  was  ajmin  MaMM.iff 
vote  of  82  to  88.  !^„  _, 

In  addition  to  tha  northern  representMH 
who  Toted  ay  on  the  rcnnlution  before 'lb' 
Ford  of  N.  T.  did  so  on  this  vote.  T 

Mr.  TerriU  of  Ga.^  who  voted  againgt'o* 
resolntion  before,  did  not  vote  (ti  this  vott 
Heean.  Randolph  and  Edwards  ngain  vuted 
agunstiL  Hr.Oamettof  Va.,  «hu  vol«dfii 
it  before,  voted  against  it  ':n  thin. 
.    Otherwise  the  vote  sectionallj  w 

The  southern  repreHentatiios  who  voted  no, 
did  so  because  of  the  iimi'nrimpnt  uf  the  IIoom 
committee  to  the  Semite  reiiolution.  which  in« 
intended  to  negative  tho  cinuee  in  the  oeni^ 
tntion'of  Missouri  aguinat  the  emigratiun  of 
free  negroes  into  the  stute,  ir  t>aid  clause  be  '- 
»nflict  with  the  Federal  Cooslitutiou. 

Feb.  22.— In  the  House  Mr.  Clay  moved  Ihi 
appointment  of  a  committee,  to  act  with  (i 
from  the  Senate,  to  oonsider  and   repurt 
regard  to  the  admission  of  Missouri.     Agrc«d 
to— 101  to  55. 

The  followioK  gentlemen  were  cledcdlllM 
committee  on  ua  part  of  the  House,  aa  w- 

Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky.  Cobb  of  OeocgM. 
Hill  of  Maine,  Borboiir  of  Virginia,  StOfrttf 
New  York,  Cocke  of  Tennessee,  BaaUa  ,tf 
Mississippi,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Brows  tt 
Kentucky,  Eddy  of  Rho^Ic  Island,  Ford  atHtinr 
York,  Culbrethof  Miirvhri.i,  Ur^r-Wrr  nf  New 
York,  8.  Moore  of  P-;  ■  ■ 
Connecticutjliogerso!  I 
of  New  Jersov,  Darliii>;uju  m 
Pitcher  of  New  York,  Sloan  ofOhio,  Rkndiriph 
of  Virginia,  Baldwin  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Smith  of  North  Carolina. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  24th  of  Feb.  IS2T,  on 
theannouncemeutof  a  message  that  the  Heow 
had  appointed  a  committee  of  conference,  Hr. 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  it,  and  Hr. 
Barbour  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Jlolmeaof  M^e. 
supported  it.  Tbe  Senate  concurred  by  a  TOIe 
of  29  to  T,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
meet  the  House  committee,  and  the  fijllowing 
gentlemen  were  appointed; — 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Roberts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Morrill  of  New  Hampshire,  Bai^ 
hour  of  Virffinia,  Southard  of  New  Jersey, 
Johnson  of  Kentuokj,  and  King  of  New  Yora. 

On  the  2&th  Feb.  1821,  Mr.  Oay,  from  tlie 
joint  committee,  reported  a  joint  resolutiuii 
for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  MiMouri, 
upon  condition  that  the  restrictive  clauM 
in  her  constitution  should  never  be  so  osi- 
atrued  as  to  authorize  the  poss^e  of  any  law 
by  which  .-tny  citizen  of  any  other  state  shall 
be  excluded  from  tbe  enjoyment  of  any  of  Uw 
privileges  and  immunities  to  whicn  such 
citiien  is  entitled  under  the  CouEtilution  of 
the  United  States.  [This  resolutiun  is  printed 
hereinafter.] 

Mr.  Clay  briefly  explained  the  view»  of  th« 
committee,  and  tne  considerations  which  in- 
duced them  to  report  the  r«soluti<m.    Ua  eOB' 
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this  TCBolution  as  being  the  same  in 
I  that  whioh  had  been  previoufllj  re- 
^7  the  former  committee  of  thirteen 
8 ;  and  stated  that  the  committee  on 
;  of  the  Senate  was  unanimous,  and 
the  part  of  the  House  nearly  so,  in 
this  resolution. 

further  debate,  the  previous  question 
3red,  and  the  main  question  put,  viz. : 
he  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
ae  ?"    It  was  decided  as  follows : — 
le  third  reading       .        .        .86 

iStit 82 

38olution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read 

time  this  day,  but  not  without  con- 

e  opposition. 

solution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 

d  put  on  its  passage. 

Andolph,  in  a  speech  of  some  twenty 

,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should 

for  the  resolution. 

inal  question  was  then  taken  on  the 

<n,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 


Iwmrti.  Abbott^  Alexander j  AUen  of  IVnn^  Ander- 

•  of  5Id.,  Archn'  of  Va^  Bnldwin,  BtiUj  Barbour^ 
Bajpfy,  BlackUdgc,  Bloom  field.  Brevard,  Bmwn^ 
Her  of  La.,  Oinium,  Clark,  Clay^  Cobbf  Cbcke, 
CroweUy  Culbrtth,  Cidpepper^  Cuthbert^  DavidsoHy 
<ard$  of  N.  C,  Fisher^  Floyd,  Ford,  GVxry,  Quyon, 
fefl  of  N.  C,  Ilardiny  Uilf,  Hookt,  Jaeks/m^  Johnr 
9f  Va^  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Little,  McCoy,  JUcCreary, 

*  Kjm  Meign,  Mercer^  Mdcalf,  Montgomery,  8. 
artj  Necde,  Nelson  of  Va.,  Newton,  Overstreety 
RanirtHf  Reid,  Wtea^Ringgtid,  Robertson,  lXoig;av% 
Uk,  Shaw,  SitMokins,  Smith  of  N.  J.,  Smith  of  Md., 
f  Ya.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Southard,  SteTens,  Storra, 
I,  Trimble,  TrrrtJL  Tucker  of  Va.,  Titcker  of  S.  C, 
»,  WaUcety  Warfieidy  WiUiams  of  Va^  WUUams 

lassTB.  Adams,  Allen  of  Mass.,  Allen  of  N.  T., 
eber,  Boden,  Brunh,  BiifTum,  Butler  of  N.  II., 
GbM,  Clagett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Bane,  Darlington, 
DeWitt,  Dicklnmn,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards 
■Ui,  Vay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Oorham, 
.  Y.,  Oroin  of  Fa.,  Hall  of  N.  Y.,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
rriek,  Uibsham,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
IngBley*  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Ltrermore,  Maelay, 
b,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meerh,  Monell,  R.  Moore, 
Meley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Mam.,  Patterson.  I'ar- 
k,  Phelps,  Philson,  IMtcher,  Plumer,  Randolph^ 
MTda,  Rkhmond,  Ross,  Rnss,  8ergpant,  SilUbee, 
st.  Strong  of  Vt.,  Strong  of  N.  Y.,  Tarr,  Tomliu- 
Ilpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
ITood.— SI. 

\  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered 
it  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
3  26th  of  February,  in  the  Senate,  Mr. 
of  Maine,  from  the  joint  committee 
wo  Ilouses,  reported  a  resolution  for 
Bsion  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which 
I  and  laid  on  the  table. 
i  27th,  the  resolution  having  passed 
le,  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate. 
%n  unsuccessful  attempt  by  Mr.  Macon 
out  the  condition  and  proviso,  which 
&tived  by  a  large  majority,  and  a  few 

by  Mr.  Barbour  in  support  of  the 
icy  of  harmony  and  concession  on  this 
)us  subject — 
acstion  was  taken  on  ordering  the  re- 

to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was 
in  tlie  affirmative  by  the  following 

levri.  Barhmar,  Chandler.  EaUm,  EUioty  ChU- 
et  of  Me.,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Horstify  Hanter,  John- 


wan  ot  Kt.,  Jeknmm  of  La.,  Kitig  of  Ala.,  Lowrlo,  Morrfl, 
Parrot,  Pt&utmtt,  Robert*,  Southard.  Stokesy  TaUiot,  Tkylor, 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke^  Walker  of  Ala.,  WOUamt  of  MiM.,  WO- 
liavu  of  Tenn.r— 26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Daoa,  Dlekerson,  King  of  N.  Y.,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Maenny  MilU,  Noble,  Otifl,  Palmer,  Baggloa,  SaD* 
Ibrd,  Smithy  Tichouor,  Trimble.— 16. 

A  motion  was  made  to  read  the  resolution 
a  third  time  forthwith,  but  it  was  objected  to, 
and,  under  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  of  course  it 
could  not  be  done. 

On  the  28th,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  declaring  the  admission  of 
the  state  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  question  on  its  final  pas- 
sage was  decided  as  follows : — 

YiAS. — Messrs.  Barbnur,  Chandler,  Batnuy  Edwards,  Gaih 
lard.  Holmes  of  Me.,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Hirrsey,  Hanter, «/oAm- 
san  of  Ky.,  Johnson  of  La^  King  of  Ala.,  Lowrie,  Morrll, 
l*arrott,  Finekneyy  Pleasants,  Roberta,  Southard,  SMeSy 
Talboly  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Ala.,  IKittvr 
of  Geo.,  WiUiams  of  M\a.y  WUiams  ot  Toun^—H. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Dana,  Dlekerson.  King  of  New  York, 
Knight.  Lanman,  Maoony  Mills,  Noble,  Utis,  Rnggles,  Sao* 
ford,  Smithy  Ticheoor,  Trimble.— 14. 

Southern  men  in  iialics^  Northern  men  in 
roman. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Clay's  compromise : — 
Resolution   providing  for   the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condi- 
tion. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America 
m  Congress  assembled.  That  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever, upon  the  fundamental  condition  that 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section 
of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  sub- 
mitted on  the  part  of  the  said  state  to  Con- 
gress, shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall 
be  pjQ,ssed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any 
citizen  of  either  of  the  states  in  this  Union 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  such 
citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  legis- 
lature of  the  said  state,  by  solemn  public  act 
shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  state  to  the 
said  fundamental  condition,  and  transmit  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before 
the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an 
authentic  copy  of  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt 
whereof  the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall 
announce  the  fact;  whereupon,  and  without 
any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
the  admission  of  the  said  state  into  this  Union 
shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

John  W.  Taylor, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative;!. 

JouN  Gaillard, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 

James  Monrob. 

This  new  compromise,  the  one  under  which 
Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  ono 
to  which  Mr.  Clay  is  so  justly  entitled  to  the 
credit,  makes  no  reference  whatever  to  the  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  6th  March,  1820. 
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Viewa  of  Mr.  Jeftebsox  on  the  HiMonri 

"  The  question  is  a  mere  P^rty  trick.  The 
leaden  of  fcdcraliHui,  defeated  in  tbeir  sulicmcE 
of  obtaiiiiug  puwor  by  ndljing  partisoJis  td 
tlie  prinoiple  of  monarchiHiu — a  jmociple  of 
pcrsoutkl,  not  of  local  divlMion — iinvo  changed 
their  toot  and  thrown  out  another  barrel  to 
the  whole.  Tlio;  nre  takinj;  advantage  of  the 
rirtuous  feeliug  of  the  people  to  effect  a,  divi- 
■ioD  of  particH  bj  a  googrnphiual  tine ;  they 
expect  that  this  wilf  insure  them,  on  local 
principles,  the  mnjurity  they  could  never 
tain  on  principles  of  fcJerafiBm ;  but  they 
Btill  putting  their  ahuuldcra  to  the  wrong 
wheel;  they  ore  waatiug  ji^reniiads  on  the 
miaeries  of  slavery,  as  if  wo  were  advocatoa 
uf  it.  Sinuerity  in  their  declaiaationa  should 
direot  their  eSlirts  to  the  true  ooint  of  diffi- 
culty, and  unite  their  councils  with  outs  in 
deviHing  some  reasonable  and  practicable 
.  plan  of  getting  rid  of  ii."—Jtff'e'iion't  Writ- 
la  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adanu),  dated  Jan.  22, 
1821,  he  says:— 

"Our  anxieties  in  this  quarter  are  all  con- 
centrated in  the  question,  What  docs  the  holy 
alliance,  in  and  out  of  Congresn.  mean  to  do 
with  us  on  the  Missouri  question  f  And  this, 
by  the  way,  is  hut  the  name  of  the  case ;  it  is 
only  the  John  Doe  or  Richard  Roe  of  the  eject- 
ment. The  real  qiiention,  as  seen  in  the  slates 
nffiicted  with  this  unfortunate  population,  iti. 
Are  our  claves  to  be  presented  with  freedom 
and  a  dagger?    For,  if  Congress  has  the 

Ixnrer  to  regulate  the  conditions  uf  tho  in- 
laliitants  of  the  states  within  the  Ktotes,  it 
will  be  but  another  exercise  of  that  power  to 
deeluro  that  all  shall  be  free.  Are  we,  then, 
t<>  Mo  again  Athenian  and  Laccilicmoninn 
i^tnfednrairies  T  To  wage  another  Poloponne- 
sian  war  b)  settle  the  iMcondun«v  between 
themT  Oris  this  the  tocsin  of  merely  a  xcrvile 
war?  That  remains  to  be  seen ;  but  I  hn{»e 
not  by  you  or  me.  Surely  they  will  parley 
nwhile  nnd  give  us  time  to  got  out  of  the  way. 
What  a  heillamite  is  man !" 


"On  tho  ei'lipso  of  fcdcralixm  with  us, 
although  not  its  extinction,  iti  Inulcrs  got  up 
the  Missouri  quoHtion,  under  the  fatw  frontof 
lessening  tho  incasnro  of  slavery,  but  with  the 
real  view  of  pniducing  a  peographicai  division 
of  parties,  which  might  injure  tlicm  the  nest 
I'nwiiient.  The  people  of  the  North  went 
Uindfiild  into  the  snare,  anil  followed  their 
loaders  for  awhile  with  a  zeal  truly  moral  and 
laudable,  until  they  beoame  sensible  that  they 
were  injuring  instead  of  aiding  the  real  in- 
terests of  the  slaves :  that  they  had  been  used 
merely  as  tools  fur  electioneering  purposes, 
and  that  trick  of  hypocrisy  then  fell  as  quickly 
•a  it  had  been  got  up." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Short,  dated  April  13, 
1820,  Hr.  JeTerson  taid  :— 


I  "Although  I  had  laid  down  u  «  Ikw  to  my- 
self nerer  to  write,  t&lk,  or  even  think  of  prili- 
'tics,  to  know  nothing  of  public  alfiiir*,  And 
I  had  therefore  ceased  to  read  newsMpert,  yet 
the  Missouri  question  aroused  and  ailed  tna 
with  alarm.  The  old  schism  of  Federal  and 
Republican  threatened  nothing,  l>ecause  it  ex- 
isted in  every  state,  and  united  them  together 
by thefmtemiamof party.  Butthecoinoidence 
of  a  marked  principle,  moral  and  political, 
with  a  geographical  line,  once  concriyed,  I 
feared  would  never  more  be  obliterated  from 
the  mind;  that  it  would  be  recurringon  eretr 
occasion,  and  renewing  irritationa,  antil  it 
would  kindle  such  mutual  and  mortal  batrfd 
as  to  render  separation  preferable  to  rteriial 
discord.  I  have  been  among  the  most  san- 
guine in  believing  that  our  Union  would  be 
of  long  duration.  I  now  doubt  it  mnch,  and 
see  the  event  at  no  great  distance,  and  ths 
dircot  consequence  of  this  ques^on  ;  not  bj 
tho  line  wbicn  has  been  so  confidently  conatMi 
on — the  laws  of  nature  control  thi»— hat  by 
the  Potomac,  Ohio,  and  Missouri,  or  more 
probably  tho  Mississippi,  upwarda  to  our 
northern  boundary.  Mv  only  comfbrt  ud 
consolation  is,  that  I  shall  not  livo  to  see  it ; 
and  I  envy  not  the  present  generation  Ae 
glory  of  throwing  away  the  fruita  of  their 
lathers'  sacrifices  of  life  and  fortune,  and  of 
rendering  desperate  the  experiment  whkh 
was  to  decide  ultimately  whether  man  ia  cap*. 
ble  of  setf-goyemment.  This  treason  a^nsl 
human  hope  will  signatine  their  epoch  in  fb- 
ture  history  as  the,  cfiunterpart  of  the  model 
of  their  predecessors." 


"  I  thank  you,  my  dear  si 


Tjon 


to  your  uonstituents  on  the  Missouri  i| 

*  *  *  But  this  momentous  question,  like 
a  fire-bell  in  the  night,  awakened  me  and  filled 
me  with  terror.  1  considered  it  at  once  as  the 
knell  of  the  Union.  It  is  hushed,  indeed,  ibr  the 
moment;  but  this  is  a  reprieve  only,  not  a  final 
sentence.  A  geographical  tine,  coinciding  with 
a  marked  principle,  moral  and  political,  once 
conceived  and  held  up  to  the  angry  passions 
of  men,  will  never  bo  obliterated  ;  and  erery 
new  irritation  will  mark  it  deeper  and  deeper. 

*  *  *  If  the^  would  but  dispassionately 
weigh  the  blessings  tlicy  will  throw  away, 
against  an  abstract  principle,  moro  likely  to 
be  eficcted  by  union  than  by  scission,  Uiey 
would  pause  before  they  could  perpetrate  this 
act  of  suicide  on  tliemselvcs  and  of  treamn 
igauist  the  hopes  of  the  world." — Letler  to 
Jao.  Holmes,  doled  Moiiticello,  Ajiril  22,  1B20. 

"  I  ora  indebted  to  you  for  yonr  two  letter* 
af  February  7th  and  19lh.  The  Miswniri 
question,  by  a  geographical  line  of  division, 
LH  tho  most  portentous  one  I  ever  contcmj>lated, 

*  *  •  ■*  is  ready  to  risk  the  L'nion  for 
any  chance  of  rcstaring  his  party  to  power, 
and  wriggling  himself  to  the  nead  of  it ;  not 
Ig  »  4^  •  •  Trithout  his  hopes,  nor  acni- 
— ' '-  "■ of  fnlfiUing  them."— 
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"  The  banks,  bankrupt  laws,  mana&otures, 
SfMUiish  treaty,  are  nothing.  These  are  occur- 
rences which,  like  wares  in  a  storm,  will  fiass 
under  the  ship,  bat  the  Missouri  question  is  a 
bre«dLer  on  which  we  lose  the  Missouri  country 
by  revolt,  and  what  more,  God  only  knows, 
from  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  to  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  we  nev^er  had  so  ominous  a  question. 
It  even  damps  the  joy  with  which  I  near  of 
your  hiffh  health,  and  welcomes  to  me  the 
want  of  it.  I  thank  God  I  shall  not  live  to 
witness  its  issue.'' — Leller  to  John  Adams,  De- 
cember 10, 1819. 

*'  The  line  of  division  lately  marked  out  be- 
tween different  portions  of  our  confederacy,  is 
iiuch  as  will  never,  I  fear,  be  obliterated,  and 
we  are  now  trusting  to  those  who  are  against 
OS  in  position  and  principle,  to  fashion  to  their 
own  form  the  mmds  and  affections  of  our 
youth.  If,  as  has  been  estimated,  we  send 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  the 
northern  seminaries  for  the  instruction  of  our 
own  sons,  then  we  must  have  five  hundred  of 
onr  sons  imbibing  opinions  and  principles  in 
discord  wiUi  those  of  their  own  country.  This 
canker  is  eating  on  the  vitals  of  our  existence, 
and,  if  not  arrested  at  once,  will  be  beyond 
remedy." — Leiter  to  General  Breckenridget  Feb, 
11,1821. 

"  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  porten- 
tous one  which  ever  yet  threatened  our  Union. 
In  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  I  never  had  any  apprehension  equal  to 
that  I  felt  from  this  source." — Ldter  to  Mr, 
Monroe,  March  3,  1820. 

Views  of  Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  Missouri 
<.*umpromise. 

In  his  speech  on  the  Oregon  bill,  1st  session 
.>Oth  Congress,  Mr.  Calhoun  said : — 

**  After  an  arduous  struggle  of  more  than  a 
year,  on  the  question  whether  Missouri  should 
c(»ttie  into  the  Union  with  or  without  restric- 
tions prohibiting  slavery,  a  compromise  line 
was  a(U>pted  between  the  North  and  the  South ; 
Imt  it  was  done  unde  rcircumstances  which 
made  it  nowise  obligatory  on  the  latter.  It  is 
true,  it  was  moved  by  one  of  her  distinguish- 
ed citizens  (Mr.  Clay) ;  but  it  is  equally  so, 
that  it  was  carried  by  the  almost  united  vote 
of  the  North  against  the  almost  united  vote 
of  the  South,  and  was  thus  imposed  on  the 
latter  by  superior  numbers,  in  opposition  to 
her  strenuous  efforts.  The  South  has  never 
^iven  her  sanction  to  it,  or  assented  to  the 
TK>wer  it  asserted.  She  was  voted  down,  and 
nas  simply  acquiesced  in  an  arrangement 
which  she  has  not  had  the  power  to  reverse, 
and  which  she  could  not  attempt  to  do  with- 
«)ut  disturbing  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Union — to  which  she  has  ever  been  adverse. 
Acting  on  this  principle,  she  permitted  the 
territory  of  Iowa  to  be  formed,  and  the  state 
to  be  aamitted  into  the  Union,  under  the  com- 
promise, without  oljection ;  and  tiiat  is  now 
quoted  by  the '  senator  from  New  York  to 
prove  her  surrender  of  the  power  he  claims 
for  Congress. 
22 


"  To  add  to  the  strength  of  this  claim,  the 
advocates  of  the  power  hold  up  the  name  of  Jef- 
ferson in  its  favor,  and  go  so  far  as  to  call  him 
the  author  of  the  so-called  Wilmot  proviso, 
which  is  but  a  general  expression  of  a  power 
of  which  the  Missouri  compromise  is  a  case  of 
its  application.  If  we  may  jud^e  by  his 
opinion  of  that  case,  what  his  opinion  was  of 
the  principle,  instead  of  being  the  author  of 
the  proviso,  or  being  in  its  favor,  no  one 
coula  be  more  deadly  hostile  to  it.  In  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  elder  Adams  in  1819,  in  an- 
swer to  one  from  him,  he  uses  these  remark- 
able expressions  in  reference  to  the  Missouri 
question : 

" '  The  banks,  bankrupt  laws,  manufactures, 
Spanish  treaty,  are  nothing.  These  are  oc- 
currences which,  like  waves  in  a  storm,  will 
pass  under  the  ship.  But  the  Missouri  Ques- 
tion is  a  breaker  on  which  we  lose  the  Mis- 
souri country  by  revolt,  and  what  more,  God 
only  knows. 

**  To  understand  the  full  force  of  these  ex- 
pressions, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
questions  enumerated  were  the  great  and  ex- 
citing political  questions  of  the  day,  on  which 
Earties  divided.  The  banks  and  bankrupt  law 
ad  long  been  so.  Manufactures  (or  what 
has  since  been  called  the  protective  tariff)  was 
at  the  time  a  subject  of  great  excitement,  as 
was  the  Spanish  treaty ;  that  is,  the  treaty  by 
which  Florida  was  ceded  to  the  Union,  ana  by 
which  the  western  boundary  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  was  settled,  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  All  these 
exciting  party  questions  of  the  day  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son regarded  as  nothing  compared  to  the  Mis^ 
souri  question.  He  looked  on  all  of  them  as, 
in  their  nature,  fugitive  ;  and  to  use  his  own 
forcible  expression,  *■  would  pass  off  under  the 
ship  of  state  like  waves  in  a  storm.'  Not  so 
that  fatal  question ;  it  was  a  breaker  on  which 
it  was  destined  to  be  stranded ;  and  yet  his 
name  is  quoted  by  the  incendiaries  of  the 
present  day  in  support  of,  and  2s  the  author 
of,  a  proviso  which  would  give  indefinite  and 
universal  extension  of  this  fatal  question  to  all 
the  territories.  It  was  compromised  the  next 
year  by  the  adoption  of  the  line  to  which  I 
nave  referred.  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  long  a 
member  of  this  body,  who  voted  for  the  mea- 
sure, addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  his  speech*  on  the  occasion. 
It  drew  out  an  answer  from  him  which  ought' 
to  be  treasured  up  in  the  heart  of  every  man 
who  loves  the  country  and  its  institutions.  It 
is  brief;  I  will  send  it  to  the  secretary  to  bo* 
read.  The  time  of  the  Senate  cannot  be  bet- 
ter occupied  than  in  listening  to  it." 

The  secretary  here  read  the  letter  herein- 
before contained. 

"  Mark,  said  he,  Mr.  Jefferson's  prophetic 
words  I    Mark  his  profound  reasoning  I 

** '  It,  the  question,  is  hushed  for  the-  mo-  ■ 
ment.    But  tliis  is  a  reprieve  only,  not  a  final 
sentence.     A  geograpnical    line   coinciding 
with  a  marked  principle,  moral  and  political, 
once  conceived  and  held  up  to  tha  angry  pa^ 
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Bions  of  men,  will  never  be  obliterated,  and 
every  new  irritatioti  will  mark  it  deeper  and 
deeper.' 

"  Twenty-eight  years  have  passed  since 
these  remark^le  words  were  penned,  and 
tlicre  is  not  a  thought  which  time  has  not  thus 
far  verified,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  continue 
to  verify  until  the  whole  will  be  fulfilled.  Cer- 
tain it  IS  that  he  regarded  the  compromise  Hue 
as  utterly  inadequate  to  arrest  that  fatal 
course  of  events  which  his  keen  sagacity  anti- 
cipated from  the  question.  It  was  but  a  '  re- 
prieve.' " 

"  Mark,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  dcenly  mel- 
ancholy impression  which  it  made  on  Air.  Jef- 
ferson's mind: — 

"  *  I  regret  that  I  am  to  die  in  the  l^elief 
that  the  useless  sacrifice  of  themselves  by  the 
generation  of  1776,  to  acquire  self-government 
and  happiness  f<jr  themselves,  is  to  be  thrown 
away  by  the  unwise  and  unworthy  passions 
of  their  sons,  and  that  my  only  consolation  is 
to  1)0  that  I  live  not  to  weep  over  it.' 

**  Can  any  one  believe,  after  listening  to  this 
hitter,  tha  Jefterson  is  the  author  of  the  so- 
called  Wilmot  proviso,  or  ever  ftivored  it? 
And  yet  there  are  at  this  time  strenuous  efforts 
nmkiiig  in  the  North  to  form  a  purely  sectional^ 
party  on  it,  and  that,  too,  under  the  sanction 
of  those  who  profess  the  highest  veneration 
for  his  character  and  principles !  But  I  must 
speak  the  truth,  while  I  vindicate  the  memory 
of  Jefferson  from  so  foul  a  charge.  I  hold  he 
is  not  blameless  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
He  committed  a  great  error  in  inserting  the 
pi*ovision  he  did  in  the  plan  he  reported  for 
the  government  of  the  territory,  as  much  mo- 
dified as  it  was.  It  was  the  first  blow,  the 
first  essay  *  to  draw  a  geo^aphical  line  coin- 
ciding with  a  marked  prmciple,  moral  and 
p!)litical.'  It  originated  with  him  in  philan- 
thropic but  mistaken  views  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous character,  as  I  shall  show  in  the  sequel. 
Others,  with  very  different  feelings  and  views, 
followed,  and  have  given  to  it  a  direction  and 
impetus  which,  if  not  promptly  and  efficiently 
arrested,  will  end  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  and  the  destruction  of  our  political  in- 
stitutions." 

"I  have,  I  trust,  established  beyond  con- 
troversy, that  neither  the  Ordinance  of  1787, 
nor  the  Missouri  Compromise,  nor  the  prece- 
dents growing  out  of  them,  nor  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  furnishes  any  evidence  what- 
ever to  prove  that  Congress  possesses  the  power 
over  the  territory  claimed  by  those  who  advo- 
cate the  twelfth  section  of  this  bill.  But  ad- 
mit, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  I  am  mis- 
taken, and  that  the  objections  I  have  urged 
Against  them  are  groundless — ^give  them  all 
the  force  which  can  be  claimed  for  precedents 
— and  they  would  not  have  the  weight  of  a 
feather  against  the  strong  presumption  which 
I,  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  showed  to  be 
opposed  to  the  existence  of  the  power.  Pre- 
ceaents,  even  in  a  court  of  justice,  can  have 
but  little  weight,  except  where  the  law  is 
doubtful,  and  snould  have  little  in  a  delibera- 
tive  body,  in  any  case,  on  a  constitutional 


question,  and  none  where  the  powar  to  wbieh 
it  has  been  attempted  to  traoe  it  does  not 
exist,  as  I  have  shown,  I  tru8t>  to  be  the  case 
in  this  instance." 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1847,  Mr.  Calhoiin 
thus  declared  his  opposition  to  the  Missoiiri 
Compromise : — 

**  sir,  here  let  me  say  a  word  as  to  the  eom- 
promise  line.  I  have  alvrays  considered  it  as 
a  great  error — ^highly  injurious  to  the  Sooth, 
because  it  surrendered,  for  mere  temporaTT 
purposes,  those  high  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution upon  which  I  think  we  ought  to  stand. 
I  am  against  any  compromise  nne.  Yet  I 
would  have  been  willing  to  acquiesce  in  a 
continuance  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  in 
order  to  preserve,  under  the  present  trying 
circumstances,  the  peace  of  the  Union.  One 
of  the  resolutions  in  the  House,  to  that  eifeet^ 
was  offered  at  my  suggestion.  I  said  to  a 
friend  there,  *  Let  us  not  be  distnrbers  of  this 
Union.  Abhorrent  to  my  feelings  as  is  thiA 
compromise  line,  let  it  be  adhered  to  in  good 
faith :  and  if  the  other  portions  of  the  Unioa 
are  willing  to  stand  ))y  it,  let  us  not  refuse  to 
stand  by  it.  It  has  kept  peace  for  some  tims^ 
and  in  the  present  circumstatices  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  be  continued  as  it  is.'  jBat 
it  was  voted  down  by  on  overwhelming  m^o- 
rity.  It  was  renewed  by  a  gentleman  from  a 
non-slaveholding  state,  and  again  voted  down 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

*'  I  see  my  way  in  the  Constitution ;  I  can- 
not in  a  compromise.  A  compromise  is  but 
an  act  of  Congress.  It  may  be  overruled  at 
any  time.  It  gives  us  no  security.  But  the 
Constitution  is  stable.  It  is  a  rock.  On  it  we 
can  stand.  It  is  a  firm  and  stable  ground,  on 
which  we  can  better  stand  in  opposition  to 
fanaticism,  than  on  the  shifting  sands  of  com- 
promise. 

"  Let  us  be  done  with  compromises.  Let  us 
go  back  and  stand  upon  the  Constitution  I" 

Congress  Hall,  March  2,  1820,  ) 
3  o'clock  at  night.  | 

Dear  Sir :  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  thii 
moment  we  liave  carriwl  the  question  to  admit 
Missouri  and  all  Louisiana  to  the  southward 
of  36  deg.  30  niin.  free  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery,  and  give  the  »South,  in  a  short  time, 
an  addition  of  six,  and  porhaps  eighty  mem- 
bers to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
consi<lercd  here  by  the  slavoholding  states  as 
a  great  triumph.  The  votes  were  close— 
ninctv  to  eighty-six  (the  vote  was  so  first  do- 
clare<i) — produced  by  the  seceding  and  ab- 
sence of  a  few  moderate  men  frt>m  the  Xorth. 
To  the  north  of  .')6  deg.  30  min.  there  is  to  he, 
by  the  present  law,  a  restriction,  which  you 
will  see  by  the  votes  I  voted  against.  But  it 
is  at  present  of  no  moment:  it  is  a  vast  tnu*k, 
uninhabited  only  by  savages  and  wihi  ]>east8, 
in  which  not  a  foot  of  the  Indian  claim  to  soil 
is  extinguished,  and  in  which,  uciiording  to 
the  ideas  prevalent,  no  land-olBce  will  bo  open 
for  a  great  length  »>f  time. 

With  respect,  your  oliediont  servant, 

CUABLES  PiNCKNBT. 


XLMOTBL 
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J«dge  DovoLAB  on  the  Mitsomi  Oompto- 
Aise.  Extrad  fbom  hia  speech  in  the  Senate, 
March  13, 1850:— 

The  next  in  the  eeriet  of  aggressions  com- 
plwned  of  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
untk  is  the  Missouri  compromise.  The  Mis- 
•onri  comproDHse  an  act  or  Northern  injustice, 
dMigned  to  depriTC  the  South  of  her  due  share 
eC  ue  territories  1  Why,  sir,  it  was  onl^  on 
ftku  very  day  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
topiired  of  any  peaceable  acyustment  of  ex- 
Mb|[  difficulties,  because  the  Bfissouri  com- 
Momise  line  eoold  not  be  extended  to  the 
PWoifiel  That  measure  was  originally  adopted 
m  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  by 
the  unbn  of  Northern  and  Southern  Tdtes. 
The  South  has  always  professed  to  be  willing 
to  ftbide  by  it,  and  even  to  continue  it  as  a  fair 
mad  honorable  adjustment  of  a  Tcxed  and  dif- 
MtatH  <^iestaon.  In  1845  it  was  adopted  in  the 
jNMolations  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  by 
fiottthem  as  well  as  Northern  votes,  without 
Ihe  dig^test  complaint  that  it  was  unfiur  to 
cny  section  of  the  country.  In  1846  it  receiTcd 
Ifae  support  of  every  Southern  member  of  the 
Booae  of  Beifresentatives,  Whig  and  Demo- 
ATttt,  without  exception,  as  an  altomative  mea- 
«ua  to  the  Wihnot  proviso.  And  aeain,  in 
1S48,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Ore^n  oill,  on 
■gr  motion,  it  received  the  vote,  if  I  recollect 
riglht,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  can  possibly 
!•  mistaken,  of  ever^  Southern  Senator,  Whig 
•nd  Democrat,  even  mcluding  the  Senator  from 
Soolh  Oaiolina  himself  (Mr.  Calhoun).  And 
jet  we  are  now  told  thut  this  is  only  second 
to  the  ordinance  of  '87,  in  the  series  of  aggres- 
sions on  the  South. 

Mr.  BuTLiR.  I  think  you  are  mistaken 
about  it.  I  don't  think  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  DoiTGLAS.  I  do  not  think  that  I  can  be 
mistaken  upon  this  point — ^that  Mr.  Calhoun 
voted  for  my  motion  to  inRert  the  Missouri  com- 
promise in  the  Oreeon  bilL  He  votod  for  my 
amendment,  and  then  did  not  voto  at  all,  or 
voted  against  the  bill  on  its  passage.  I  can- 
not be  mistaken  on  the  material  point,  which 
was  upon  the  adoption  of  my  amendment 
For,  having  offered  this  amendment,  first  in 
the  House  ot  Representatives  and  subsequently 
in  this  body,  I  was  denounced  in  certain  sec- 
tions as  a  slavery  exactionist,  a  dough-faee-~ 
and  many  other  kind  and  polito  terms  of  simi- 
lar import  were  applied  to  me,  and  my  name 
was  published  in  certain  newspapers  with 
black  marks  drawn  around  it,  with  the  view 
of  concentrating  popular  odium  upon  me  and 
the  party  to  which  it  is  mj  pride  and  pleasure 
to  belong.  And  now,  sir,  the  very  measure 
which  drew  all  these  anathemas  and  denunciar 
tions  upon  my  devoted  head,  is  now  represented 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  as  a  mea- 
sure of  deadlv  hostility  to  Southern  interests  ; 
a  measure  calculated  to  limit  and  diminish  the 
area  of  slavery  more  than  any  act  of  the  go- 
vernment dunne  its  whole  history.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  I  thiu  that  Southern  gentlemen 


■hmild  not  complain  of  the  measure  after 
having  given  it  their  united  vote  on  several 
occasions. 

Mr.  BuTUK.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  a 
single  word  ?  Will  he  do  justice  to  the  South- 
ern gentlemen  by  saying  that  they  voted  f  )r 
the  Missouri  compromise  as  a  peace  offering, 
after  they  had  found  the  country  brought  into 
jeopardy  by  the  Wilmot  proviso  ?  They  a«^ 
quiesced  in  it  as  a  peace  offering— as  a  com- 
promise—and not  as  giving  up  their  rights. 

Mr.  BouQLAS.    I  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  Butler.  One  word  concerning  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Calhoun).  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Illmois  (Mr.  Douelas)  is  right  in  saying 
that  my  collea^e  voted  for  the  amendment  to 
the  Oreeon  bil^  but  throughout  the  whole  dis- 
cussion I  think  he  took  occasion  to  say  that, 
though  he  acquiesced  in  it,  he  did  not  approve 
of  it 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  say- 
ing that  I  believe  the  Southern  ^ntlemen  did  ' 
vote  for.  the  Missouri  compromise  as  a  peace 
offBring  and  a  compromise.  It  was  offered  by 
me  ana  received  by  them  in  that  spirit.  But 
I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  seems  some- 
what extraordinary  that  that  which  they  all 
voted  for  as  a  compromise  and  a  peace  offering 
should  now  be  denounced  as  an  act  of  Norths 
em  aggression.  Because  it  was  tendered  and 
received  as  a  peace  offering,  it  should  never  be 
called  an  act  of  aggression.  In  regard  to  the 
effecto  of  the  Missouri  compromise  upon  the 
question  of  slavery  I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say.  I  do  not  think  that  it  did  have  any  prac- 
ti^  effect  on  that  question,  one  way  or  the 
otiier.  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
with  slavery.  This  most  necessarily  have 
been  done,  whether  the  compromise  had  been 
effected  or  not,  for  there  was  no  rightful  mode 
of  preventing  it.  The  Louisiana  treaty,  under 
which  Missouri  was  purchased  from  France, 
stipulated  for  the  admission  into  the  Union  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  faith  of  the  nation  was  pled^d, 
and  must  have  been  redeemed.  Their  right 
to  come  into  the  Union  as  a  state  being  con- 
ceded, it  is  very  clear  that  they  possessed  the 
right  to  form  for  themselves  just  such  a  consti- 
tution as  they  pleased,  provided  it  did  not 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Arkansas  was  then  ^  slave  territory, 
and  no  one  seriously  thought  of  changing  its 
character  in  that  respect,  except  by  a  vote  of 
the  people  interestea.  The  substance  of  the 
Missouri  compromise  line,  therefore,  was  that 
west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  slavery  should 
be  prohibited  north  of  36°  30^  Thus  slavery 
wasprohibited  by  the  positive  enactment  of  law 
in  aU  that  region  of  country  extending  from 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  to  the  forty- 
ninth  deeree  of  north  latitude.  But,  while 
this  was  we  express  provision  of  the  statute, 
slavery  was  as  effectually  excluded  from  the 
whole  of  that  country,  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
of  climate,  and  production,  before,  as  it  is  now 
l^  act  of  Congress.  The  Missouri  compro* 
mise,  therefore,  had  no  practical  bearing  u\ioa 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


the  qawtion  of  daverj — it  neither  curtuled 
nor  extended  it  om  inca.  Like  the  onlinBiiRe 
of  '87,  it  did  the  South  no  harm— the  North 
no  Kood — except  that  it  had  the  effect  to  caln 
■Dd  oUaj  SD  mubrtunate  eicitement  which  wu 
alienating  the  affectiona  of  different  portioni 
of  the  Union. 


From  a  speech  made 
ary,  1854. 

Mr.  President:  I  have  not  withheld  the 
eipresaion  of  m;  regret  eUewhcre,  nor  shall  I 
withhold  it  here,  that  this  queation  of  repeal  of 
the  Miisonri  compromise,  which  opens  all  the 
dispated  points  CDQnectod  with  the  subject  of 
Congreaaional  action  upon  alaverj  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  Scstce,  has  been  brought 
before  us.  I  do  not  think  the  practical  advan- 
tages to  result  from  the  measure  will  outweigh 
'  the  iqpury  which  the  ill-feeling,  fated  to  ac- 
compan;  the  discussion  of  this  subject  through 
the  country,  is  sure  to  produce.  And  I  was 
confirmed  in  this  impression  from  what  was 
•aid  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
jonesj  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Dixon,)  and  from  North  Carolina,  (ISIr.  Bad- 
ger,) and  also  by  the  remarks  which  fell  from 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Hunter,)  and 
in  which  1  fully  concur,  that  the  S'lulh  will 
never  receive  any  benefit  from  this  meaoure.  so 
far  aa  respects  the  eitensian  of  slavery ;  for, 
legislate  as  vre  may,  no  human  power  can  es- 
tablish it  in  the  regions  defined  by  these  bills. 
And  such  were  the  sentiments  of  tvro  eminent 
patriots,  to  whose  exortioas  we  are  p'oatlj  in- 
debted fur  the  sntisfactorv  termination  uf  the 
difficulties  of  1850,  and  who  since  pnsHed  from 
their  labors,  and,  I  trust,  to  Iheir  reward.  Thus 
believing.  I  eliould  have  been  better  content 
had  the  whole  suliject  been  left  as  it  was  by 
the  bill  when  first  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  without  any  provision  regarding 
tlie  Missouri  compromise.  I  am  aware  that  it 
woe  reported  that  I  intended  to  propose  the  re- 
pealof  thatmcaHure,but  itwasan  error.  My 
intentions  were  wholly  misunderstiKid.  I  had 
no  design  whatever  to  take  such  a  step,  and 
thus  resuscitate  a  deed  of  conciliation  which 
had  done  its  work,  and  done  it  well,  and  which 
was  hallowed  by  patriotism,  by  success,  aud  by 
its  associatiiin  with  great  names,  now  trans- 
ferrod  to  history.  It  uelunged  to  a  paat  gene- 
ration ;  and  in  the  midst  of  a  political  tempest 
which  appalled  the  wisest  and  firmest  in  tho 
land,  it  had  said  to  the  waves  of  agitation, 
Fiace,  bevlill.tjni  tliey  became  still.  It  would 
have  been  better,  in  my  opinion,  not  to  disturb 
its  slumber,  as  all  useiul  and  practical  objects 
could  have  been  attained  without  it.  But  the 
question  is  here  without  niy  agency. 

£ite:cston  at  tbe  Miasonai  Covprokisi  to 

THE  Picinc. 

,      On  the  10th  of  August,  1848,  in  the  Senate 

of  the  United  States,  the  Oregon  bill  being 

nndar  oonaidention,  th<  qnesboa  wu  takra 


on  the  amendment  extending  the  Muaoari 
oomnroinise  line  to  the  Facifis;  and  it  ma 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ai  GiIIowb:— 


VUMtT,  KUa«.— U. 

The  bill,  with  this  amendment,  came  Mbrt 
the  House  on  the  next  day ;  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  extending  the  HiMOori 
line  to  tbe  Paoiflo  was  non-concnrred  in  bj 

the  ibllowing  vote: — 

TiAS.— M«i»T«.  Ailami.  AtkSnBB,  BuT<lipr,  In  IB  I, 
BtjlT.  Bflile,  BoDngar,  ArrdnO,  Boooi«.  BoOA  loadlK 
DowJin,  B<7d,  BojdDii,  AndAud,  CAota  Brimi,  A-O. 
Brown,  Buckiinr,  fiarC.  Caball,  Qunmu,  Cb—t,  Imrif  b 
~  iwen  €obb.  nmiMBna  B.  W.  OaUt 


BnJy.  BnOrr,  Oaht,  Oillmrt,  F.  flnrt.  OBma;  OWa, 
Omgtr  Cranifxi,  Cnwril.  OmntiM,  Paring,  Mat^M* 
iiann.  Ditm,  Dmr,  Vaniil  Dmcati,  Bibbi,  Bt*rt,  JHh^ 
Hfinirdi,  Embm,  Saltan  £niH,  Aran,  AnSv,  KMia, 
nt/uT.  PrrciRy,  Fria,  cut.  Otviwy,  OrimuM,  MA,  JMIo 
K.  Hall,  iftiinBflu,  Jamu  O.  Itamalim.  Mom  J)Mli% 
llo^f,  limn.  Ettain.  Hhfnu.  John  W.  Uoutcia,  SMni 
ITudim,  HunL  Jorri*  K.  hfrulB,  brim,  JMMu.  mtW 
Kamirn,  II.  P.  King.  W.  T.  Lavrvirt.  BtOrrt  EamnM 
Zri'n<v4n,  Ijird,  Lmk.  Jhidny.  McVt^aid.  McCUnmi, 
Urll^ln,.  JtJ,  JWnm  Htrnm  JfcuK,  Mirth,  JIania.  JWKr, 

.vltrrHa,  thiiwaltr.  Sli* 


Pirl.rf,  BMoton,  HK*k<B.  J-An  . 
n\mitf.S   ■-'-  " "-' — '■ 


Fob  b«ki. 

The  llnuso  having  thus  non-concurred  with 
the  Senate,  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
Senate  on  the  12lh  of  August,  1848,  in  favor 
uf  receding  from  its  amendment,  running  tbe 
Missouri  line  to  the  Pacific,  bj  yeas  and  nay>, 
as  follows ; — 


Ki 


,   D<x,  I>al^,  Pouglai.  r 


Bpnwoca,  ITpAam,  Wallrrr,  Wtlalrr.—2». 

NAia.—MeHrii.  Atchlaon.  Biidger.  Drll,  BnTf^^  BorlnA 
BuUor.  CklbDuu.  Dmvis  of  MlH-  Dovin.  FootB,   Kasttr, 

cnm,  hlMOD.  ^rlnlft.  tureJ.  KdA,  BibuUui,  Tsmr, 
Underooai],  Wntcctl,  InlH.— U. 

[Northern  men  in  small  capitals ;  Sonthen 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  California 
being  before  tho  Senate, 

Mr.  Tumey  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  follows : — 

"  When  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  hj  aatisfaetorj 
BTidence,  that  the  people  inbatutiiiig  thetST' 
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ntory  of  California  (or  so  much,  of  said  terri- 
tory as  is  comprised  within  the  limits  proposed 
bj  this  bill,  as  the  boundaries  of  the  state  of 
Cfalifbraia),  assembled  in  Convention,  have 
apved  to  a  line  not  further  south  than  the 
parallel  of  36"*  3(K  north  latitude,  as  the 
Boathem  boundary  of  said  state,  and  limited 
feha  representation  of  said  state  to  one  ropre- 
■eatative  until  afler  the  next  census  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  the  said  state 
of  California  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
npOQ  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  upon 
IB  equal  rooting  with  the  original  states. 

"  Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  line  of  36°  3(K  of  north  latitude,  known  as 
the  Missouri  Compromise  Line,  as  defined  by 
the  eighth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  state  govern- 
OMnt*  and  for  the  admission  of  such  state  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
nates,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  terri- 
tories,' approved  March  G,  1820,  be,  and  the 
same  is  nereby  declared  to  extend  to  the 
Piaeifio  ocean:  and  the  said  eighth  section, 
tcmther  with  the  compromise  therein  effected, 
is  hereby  revived,  and  declared  to  be  in  full 
force  and  binding  fur  the  future  organization 
df  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
wme  sense  and  with  the  same  understanding 
with  which  it  was  originally  adopted." 
■  The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the 
imendment  of  Mr.  Turncy,  and,  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  was  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 


AtehtMm^  Badger,  RimweUf  Bell,  Berrien^ 
r,  CloiKiw,  Davit  of  Miss.,  Ihivnon,  Dovon*,  tyxilCy 
HuntcTt  King,  Mantjum,  Masun,  Murtonj  Fitarcc, 
Rtuk,  Sebattian,  SotOe,  Turmey,  yulre.—'2*. 
NatB/— Meard.  Baldwin,  Bmttm,  Bradbury.  UrlKht,  Caiv, 
CSbrke,  Cooper,  DavIm  of  iM&iMi^  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dcxlgo 
•ff  WtaL,  Uod|9e  of  la.,  Douglas,  Ewing.  Kelch,  Greoue,  Hale, 
■uBlin,   Jonet,   Norrio,   Fhulpx,  t^'wanl.  IShielJA,   Smith, 

te■allce,  SturfTHOD,    UncUrioMMl,   Upham,    Walcs^  WalVor, 
tooiub,  and  Winthrop.— 3*2. 

Southern  men  in  Ualics,  Xorthern  men  in 
roman. 


■onroe  Doctrine. 

From  President  Monroe's  Seventh  Annual 
Message,  December  2d,  1823. 

"  It  was  stated,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session;  that  a  great  effort  was  then  mak- 
bfig  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  improre  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  those  countries,  and 
that  it  appeared  to  be  conducted  with  extra- 
ordinary moderation.  It  need  scarcely  be  re- 
marked that  the  result  has  Ijeon,  so  far,  very 
Jifferent  from  what  was  then  anticipated.  Of 
Brents  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  which 
•re  have  so  much  intercourse,  and  from  which 
ve  derire  our  origin,  we  have  always  been 
lazious  and  interested  spectators.  The  citi- 
feebff  of  the  United  States  cherish*  sentiments 
kha  most  friendly  in  favor  of  the  liberty  and 


happiness  of  their  fellow  men  on  that  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  In  the  wars  of  the  European 
powers,  in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport 
with  our  policy  to  do  so.  It  is  only  when  righte 
are  invaded  or  seriously  menaced,  that  we  resent 
injuries,  or  make  preparation  for  our  defence. 
With  the  movements  in  this  hemisphere  we 
are  of  necessity  more  immediately  connected, 
and  by  causes  which  must  be  obvious  to  all 
enlightened  and  impartial  observers.  The  poli- 
tical system  of  the  allied  powers  is  essentially 
different  in  this  respect  from  that  of  America. 
This  difference  proceeds  from  that  which  exists 
in  their  respective  governments.  And  to  the 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achieved 
by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and 
matured  by  the  wisdom  of  their  most  enlight- 
ened citizens,  and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed 
unexampled  felicity,  this  Whole  nation  is  de-  .. 
voted.  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare, 
that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of 
this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and 
safety.  With  the  existing  colonies  or  depend- 
encies of  any  European  power  we  have  not 
interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But  with 
the  governments  who  have  declared  their  inde* 
pendence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  inde* 
pendence  we  have,  on  great  consideration,  and 
on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other 
manner  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of 
an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  Unite<l 
States.  In  the  war  between  those  new  govern- 
ments and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to  this  we 
have  adhered,  and  shall  continue  to  adhere, 
provided  no  change  shall  occur  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  competent  authorities  of  this 
government,  shall  make  a  corresponding  change 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  indispensable 
to  their  security. 

The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal  show 
that  Europe  is  still  unsettled.  Of  this  import- 
ant fact  no  stronger  proof  can  be  adduced,  than 
that  the  allied  powers  should  have  thought  it 
proper,  on  a  principle  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves, to  have  mterposed  by  foree  in  the  iotftc- 
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nml  teoaana  of  SpiJn.  To  what  extent  neh 
kitarpcaUuBi  may  bt  eamad,  on  the  Nma  prin- 
flipla,  is  ft  qowtion  to  whioh  oil  indepeodtnl 
powera.  wbOM  gorwnmento  diflbr  tram  tbtan, 
4n  iDteiMted ;  aTen  thoa«  moat  ramota,  and 
■nral;  none  mora  m  than  Hbt  Dnitad  StatM. 
Oar  poliny  in  regard  to  Eorope,  whidi  was 
adopted  at  an  evlj  atage  of  the  wan  whiefa 
have  BO  Img  agitated  that  quarter  of  the  ^be^ 
nererthelMi  mnwnB  the  Mune^  whioh  ia,  not  to 
interfere  intbe  ioteniil  oonoemaof  anj  of  ita 
poweia;  to  oooaider  thegoTenunent,^^K<«^ 
•■  the  legitimate  government  fbr  na  i  to  enlti- 
vate  fHendl;  relation*  with  it,  and  to  preaerra 
those  relatioDB  bj  a  frank,  firm,  and  manlj 
ptdioj;  meetings  in  aU  ioalsooai,  the  juat 
el^ma  of  erer;  power,  snbmitting  to  iDJoriea 
from  none.  But  in  regard  to  theee  oontinents, 
dnxunstaneea  areemineotljand  oooapicnonilf 
.  different.  It  ia  impoetible  that  the  allied  pow- 
era shonld  extend  Qunr  politioal  sjitem  to  anj 
portion  of  cither  oontinaot  witbont  endanger- 
ing onr  pcaoe  and  bappineu ;.  nw  oan  maj  one 
beliore,  tbat  onr  •ontbem  brethren,  if  left  to 
thenualTOB,  would  adopt  it  of  their  own  aeoord. 
It  ia  equally  impoaaibla,  therefbre,  tbat  we 
abonld  iMltold  aaeb  interposition,  in  any  form, 
with  indifference.  If  we  look  to  the  compara- 
tive atrength  and  resources  of  Spain  and  those 
new  goremments,  and  their  distance  from  each 
other,  it  must  be  obriouB  that  she  can  nerer 
aabdue  th«n.  It  is  still  the  true  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  leave  tbe  parties  to  tiiemselvee, 
in  the  hope  that  other  powers  will  pursue  tbe 
same  course." 

HatanUz*tlan. 

Laws   or   tbi    Cnitxd   Statu  aautira 
taiano: — 

Tai  first  act  of  Con^gress  "  to  eetablioh  an 
nnifbrm  rule  of  natnraluation,"  in  aooordance 
with  the  power  oonferred  by  the  eighth  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Conslitntion  of  the 
United  States,  was  approved  March  26,  1790. 

Od  the  29th  of  January,  1795,  this  act  was 
repealed  and  new  recolations  were  established 
by  another  act ;  and  to  the  latter  act  wera 
added  still  farther  Tegnlatioos  by  an  act  June 
18, 1798. 

On  the  14th  of  Aivil,  1802,  all  renitations 
npon  natuToliaation  hitherto  made  and  in  fi>rae 
were  abolished,  and  new  onea  created  by  tbe 
foUowing  law: — 
An  Act  to  eetablish  an  onilbrm  mle  of  na- 

turaliaatkm,  and  to  repeal  the  acta  hereto- 
fore passed  on  tbe  BDlyeot. 

Be  it  enacted,  lu^  Tbat  any  aUen,  being  a 
fiea  irtiita  pareoa,  may  be  admitted  to  baooioa 


a  tftimn  of  the  DuHed  Btatw^ 
OB  tbe  following  oooditlona,  audiMt 
wise: —  '  ■"■   '■  —  ■  . 

Ist.  That  he  diall  have  dealaMl«i«  #bnr 
affirmation,  before  the  snprema^  auusrlii^ldaT 
triot,  or  drenit  eourt  of  tome  onaof  Aa'ataM^ 
or  of  the  terrikorlal  (UstieU  <£  tte  Omitui 
Statee,  or  a  cinnit  or  dislriat  eouioftfaa 
United  States,  three  yeara  at  taMt  baftt^^Us 


to  beoome  a  oitiMn  of  the 
to  renonnM  forever  all  all^anni  aitd  UiUty 
to  any  foracn  prince^  potantate,  atati^  waiilp- 
erign^  wh^avor,  ud  partieslariy,  b^JWiMk 
the  prinee,  poUntate,  Btat^  or  aaww^to 
vrhereof  aneh  alien  may,  at  tha  tiBB^  iMMlb- 
■en  or  snhjeot.  -  ■':   I 

2dly.  That  ha  shall,  at  the  timft  cf  .111  ip- 
pUoation  to  be  admitted,  declare,  ea  oiA'  er 
affirmation,  before  some  one  of  thf.  oaarta 
aforeeud,  tbat  he  will  snpport  the  OosHtitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  dial  WdMh 
abaolntely  and  entirelv  renonnee  md'alpHra 
all  allegianoe  and  fiddity  to  aTCiy  fln%i 
prince^  potentate,  atate,  at  sovaroB^  mf^ 
ever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  to  fripaa^ 
-  -iverrimty  lAanat  Ifce 

jr  suQeot;  whU  akb- 

oeedings  ehall  be  recorded  by  the  tSmk  sCMw 

Sdly.  That  the  oonrt  adnittin|  iMk  dtn 
shall  be  satisfied  tbat  be  baa  reaEdad  wUUa 
tiie  United  States  five  yeara  at  iBHl,.Md 
jrithin  Uie  state  or  terribny  wber*  audi  nqrt 
IS  at  the  time  held  one  year  at  leaat;  aad  it 
shall  further  appear  to  tiieir  si 
durins  that  time  he  has  behaved 


and  well  disposed  to  the  sood  order  and  happi 
nessof thesame:  PTovidsd,  That thaoal&of 

applicant  shall,  in  no  case,  be  allowed  to 

'8  his       ■ ' 


4thlj.  That  in  case  the  alien  apphingto  be 
admitted  to  citiiensbip  shall  have  dohm  aay 
hereditary  titie,  or  been  of  any  of  the  ordara 
of  nolulitj  in  tbe  kingdom  or  state  frosn  which 
he  shall,  in  addition  to  tbe  abore  re- 

rder  of  nobifity  in  the  oonrt  to  which 

his  application  shall  be  made ;  which  rennnda- 
tion  shail  be  recorded  in  the  said  coart ;  Pro- 
vided, That  no  alien  who  shall  be  a  native 
citizen,  deniien,  or  subject  of  any  conntiy, 
state,  or  sovereign  with  whom  the  United 
Stales  shall  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  lua  ap- 
plication, shall  be  then  admitted  to  be  a  eiti- 
lenofthe  United  States:  Provided,  alao.  That 
any  alien  who  was  residing  within  the  limits 
and  nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hnndred  and  ninety-five,  mar 
be  admitted  to  become  a  oitiien,  on  doe  proof, 
made  to  some  one  of  the  courts  aforesaid,  that 
he  has  resided  two  ^ears.  at  least,  within  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  one  ^ear,  at  least,  immediately  pneedinj; 
tiis  applM«tion,  within  the  state  or  tarritary 
where  suoh  court  is  at  the  time  held ;  and  on 
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.  JUS  d«clariDg,  on  oaih  or  affirmation,  that  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and  en- 
tirely renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state, 
or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  particularly,  by 
name,  the  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sove- 
reignty whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or 
subject;  and,  moreover,  on  its  appearing,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  during  the 
s%id  term  of  two  years  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  gpod  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well- 
disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of 
the  same ;  and  where  the  alien  applying  for 
admission  to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any 
hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
of  nobili^  in  the  kingdom  or  state  from  which 
he  eame,  on  his  moreover  making  in  the  court 
an  express  renunciation  of  his  title  or  order 
of  nobility,  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
admission ;  all  of  which  proceedings,  required 
in  this  proviso  to  be  performed  in  the  court, 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  thereof:  And 
provided,  also.  That  any  alien  who  was  resid- 
ing within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  at  any  time  between 
the  said  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-iive,  and 
the   eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  maj,  within 
two  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
admitted  to  l)ecome  a  citizen  without  a  com- 
pliance with  the  first  condition  above  speciiicd. 
Sec.  2.  Provided,  also,  That,  in  addition  to 
the  directions  aforesaid,  all  free  white  per- 
sons, being  aliens,  who  may  arrive  in  the 
United  States  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall,  in  order   to    become   citizens  of   the 
United  States,  make  rej2;i8try  and  obtain  cer- 
tificates   in  the  following  manner,   to   wit: 
every  person  desirous  of  being  naturalized 
shall,  if  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  make 
report  of  himself,  or,   if  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  held  in  service,  shall  be 
reported  by  his  parent,  guardian,  master,  or 
nustress,  to  the  clerk  of  tne  district  court  of 
the  district  where  such  alien  or  aliens  shall 
arrive,  or  to  some  other  court  of  record  of  the 
United  States,  of  either  of  the  territorial  dis- 
tricts of  the  same,  or  of  a  particular  state ; 
and  such  report  shall  ascertain   the  name, 
birthplace,  age,  nation,  and  allegiance  of  each 
alien,  together  with  the  country  whence  he  or 
she  migrated,  and  the  place  of  his  or  her  in- 
tended settlement :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  clerk,  on  receiving  such  report,  to  ro- 
onrd  the  same  in  his  office,  and  to  grant  to  the 
person  making  such  report,  and  to  each  indi- 
yidual  concerned  therein,  whenever  he  shall 
be  reiiuire'l,  a  certificate,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  of  office,  of  such  report  and  registry ;  and 
ibr  receiving  and  registering  each  report  of  an 
individual  or  family,  he  shall  receive  fifty 
oents,  and  for  each  certificate  granted  pursu- 
ant to  this  act  to  an  individual  or  family,  fifty 
cents ;  and  such  certificate  shall  be  exhibited 
Id  the  court  by  every  alien  who  may  arrive  in 


the  United  States  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
on  his  application  to  be  naturalized,  as  evi- 
dence of  the  time  of  his  arrival  within  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  certain  courts  of  record  in  some  of 
the  states  are  included  within  the  description 
of  district  or  circuit  courts :  Be  it  further  en- 
acted. That  every  court  of  record  in  any  indi- 
vidual state  having  common  law  jurisdiction, 
and  a  seal  and  clerk  or  prothonotary,  shall  be 
considered  as  a  district  court  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  act;  and  every  alien  who  may 
have  been  naturalized  in  any  such  court  shall 
enjoy,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  act, 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  if  he  had 
been  naturalized  in  a  ^strict  or  circuit  oourt 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  children  of  persons  duly 
naturalized  under  any  of  the  laws  of  tile 
United  States,  or  who,  previous  to  the  passing 
of  any  law  on  that  subject  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  may  have  become  citi- 
zens of  any  one  of  the  said  states,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  bein^  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  at  the  time  of  their  parents  being 
so  naturalized  or  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  shall,  if  dwelling  in  the  United 
States,  be  considered  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  the  children  of  persons  who  now 
are  or  have  been  citizens  of  tne  United  States 
shall,  though  born  out  of  the  limits  and  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That 
the  right  of  citizenship  shall  not  descend  to 
persons  whose  fathers  have  never  resided 
within  the  United  States:  Provided,  also. 
That  no  person  heretofore  proscribed  by  any 
state,  or  who  has  been  legally  convicted  of 
having  joined  the  army  of  Great  Britain 
during  the  late  war,  shall  be  admitted  a  citi- 
zen as  aforesaid  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  in  which  such  person 
was  proscril^ed. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  acts  heretofore  passed 
respecting  naturalization  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  14,  1802. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intituled  **  An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore 
passed  on  that  subject." 
Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  any  alien,  being  a 
free  white  person,  who  was  residing  within 
the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United    States    at    any    time    between    the 
eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  and  who  has  continued  to  reside  within 
the  same,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  without  a  compliance 
with  the  first  condition  specified  in  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  intitulea  *'  An  act  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to 
repeal   the  acts   heretofore   passed  on  tliat 
suqject" 


Ui 

8*9.2,  ¥hatiriian an; alinirito shall hsn 
MMpUed  witfa  ttM  flnt  oonditinn  BpeoiOsd  in 
tha  smt  feetioa  of  tiie  taid  original  act,  and 
irtM  afatll  hava  ponaad  tbe  urectioni  pro- 
•eribod  in  the  seoond  aaotion  of  tfae  aaid  aot, 
may  die  before  he  ia  aotaallf  natoraUied,  tha 
niaow  and  the  ehildren  of  each  alien  ahall  be 
oonndered  aa  oitiMne  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  riiall  be  entitled  to  all  righti  and  privi- 
lagea  aa  Booh,  upon  taking  the  oatha  piesoribed 
Iqrlair. 

Appored,  Harah  26, 1804. 

As  aet  for  the  regulation  of  aeanun  on  board 
the  pnblio  and  priTata  raaada  ctf  the  United 
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_.  _  ___  of  th«  United  Statea 
in  purraanoa  of  awd  act,  who  shall  have  ai^ 
Tived  witiiin  the  linita  and  under  iJie  jurisdic 
tion  of  the  United  Statta  since  the  eiKhieeuiiy 
daj  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  himdnMl  ait4g 
twelve,  and  shall  Mob  he  recited  at  Ailii 
lenffth  in  the  reoofd  of  the  coan  admittiMJ 
sneh  alien :  otherwiae  he  ehull  not  be  deemeZg 
to  have  oomplied  with  the  cuo Jitioiii  remiuit*- 
for  beooming  a  citiien  of  tJiu  Uaitod  ^ 
and  any  pretended  admiMioo  of  an  alic 

shall  have  arrired  within  the  limitt^and^ 

the  juriadiotion  of  the  United  States  einea  tbsj 
aaid  w^taenth  dt^  of  Juui 
ngbt  hundred  and  twdre,  1 


i«? 
J»a? 


agbt 
after 


)  promnkation  of  this  act,  witbautt 

itai  ui  iMoa  eertifcate  at  full  lengilk% 

shall  be  of  no  Talidi^  or  effcut  under  the  aclh 

aforeaud.  ,  ( 


See.  12.  That  no  person  who  shall  arriTe  in 
the  United  States  ftom  and  after  the  time 
when  this  act  ahall  take  etfeot,  ahall  be  ad- 
mlttfld  to  become  a  oitiien  of  the  United 

Sl4tea  who  shall  not  for  the  continaed  term      ...  ■ .  ■  . "i"i ^- 

offlTO  years  nert  preceding  bis  admiMfion  as  ,  *<*»"»V«»°  to  citiaenibip  My  frea  wfci*»  p»ft( 
afbreeald,  haye   rigided  within  the   United  "^^  _'''.?  _^_,'!?»^?^^*"„^.  I™*"  :^» 
Statea,  without  being  at  any  time  durine  the 
said  five  years  out  cu  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtee. 

Approved,  Uaroh  3, 1813. 


thouund  sevBD  hundred  anil  iiinalj  ai^llhj 
onatbowW* 


An  act  supplementary  to  the  acta  heretofore 
paaaed  on  the  antyect  of  an  uniform  rule  of 
natnraliiataon. 

Be  it  oiaoted,  ta..  That  persons  resident 
within  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  ^ght  hundred  and  twelve, 
who  had  before  that  de,y  mode  a  declaration, 
according  to  law,  of  their  intantionH  to  beoame 
flitiiens  of  the  United  States,  or  who,  by  the 
existing  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  were  on  that 
day  entitled  to  become  cititene  without  making 
such  deolaration,  may  be  admitted  to  become 
oitisens  thereof,  iiotirithstandiDg  they  shall 
be  alien  enemies  at  the  times  and  in  the  man- 


interfere  with  or   prevent  the   apprehension 
and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien 
Miem^  at  any  time  previous  to  the  actual  ua- 
turaluation  of  such  alien. 
Approved,  July  30,  1813. 

An  aot  relative  to  evidence  in  eases  of  uatnra- 

liaation. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ik.,  That  the  certificate  of 
report  and  regpatry  required  as  evidence  of  the 
time  of  anivd  in  the  United  States,  according 
to  tiie  seoond  seolion  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
entitled  "  An  aot  to  eatauiah  an  nnifbrm  rule 
of  naturaliiation,  and  to  mpeel  the  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  anlnert,"  and  also  a  cer- 
tifioato  from  the  proper  derk  or  protbonotary 
of  the  deolaration  of  intention,  made  before  a 
eoort  of  reoord,  and  reouired  aa  the  first  condi- 
tion, according  to  the  Brst  aeotion  of  said  act, 
shall  b«  exhibited  by  every  alien,  on  bis  applica- 1 


and  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  i ,    ^ 

eight  hundred  and  two,  and  who,  havtogM^ 
tinned  to  reside  therein  without  hft^  *~ 

any  declaration  of  intention  before  a  . 
record,  as  aforesaid,  may  be  eutiUed  to 
a  utiien  of  the  United  Statea  acoording  to  IMi 
aot  of  the  2flth  of  March,  one  thousand  ^ptei 
hundred  and  fiiur,  entitied  "  An  act  in  aoiis 
lion  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  natwHish  aa  i 
uniform  rule  of  naturalisation,  and  to  rapaat  • 
the  acta  heretofore  passed  on  that  snijeot.'  " 
Whenever  any  person  without  a  oertiftcate  of 
such  declaration  of  intention  as  aforesaid  ahall 
make  application  to  be  admitted  a  dtiten  of 
the  Umted  States,  it  shall  be  proved,  to  th« 
satisfaction  of  the  oourt,  that  the  applieaot' 
was  residing  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
iurisdiction  of  the  United  States  before  the 
fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  tbauaaud  eight 
handred  and  two,  and  has  continued  to  reaida 
within  the  same,  or  he  ahall  not  be  so  admitted. 
And  the  reeidence  of  the  applicant  within  tba 
limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  ih«  United 
States  for  at  least  Ere  years  immediately  pi^ 
cedine  the  time  of  such  application  ahall  ba  * 
provM  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  oitiacaia 
of  the  United  States ;  which  oitiiens  ahall  ba 
named  in  the  record  as  witnesses.  And  aoeh 
continued  residence  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  iurisdictioa  of  the  United  Statei^ 
when  satisfactorily  proved,  and  the  placA  or 

C laces  where  the  applicant  has  resided  for  at ' 
last  five  years,  aa  aforesud,  shall  be  stated 
and  set  forth,  together  with  the  names  of  anoh 
cititens,  in  the  record  of  the  court  admitting 
the  applicant:  otherwise  the  same  shall  not 
entitle  bim  to  be  considered  and  deemed  « 
citiien  of  the  United  States. 
Approved  March  22, 1816. 

An  Act  in  ftirther  addition  to  "  An  aot  to  e» 
tabliah  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliaai^bB, 


KAIUBAUZATION. 


nad  to  npe*]  the  acta  heratofbre  pusad  on 
that  nliyect." 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  any  alien,  being  a. 
free  white  person,  and  a  minor,  under  the  age 

of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided 
in  the  United  States  three  jeara  next  preceding- 
his  arriving  at  the  a^  of  twenty-one  jears, 
and  who  shall  have  continued  to  reside  there- 
in to  the  time  he  may  make  application  to  be 
admitted  a  citiien  t&ereof,  may,  after  he  or- 
riTea  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  attei 
he  shall  have  resided  five  years  #ilbin  the 
United  States,  including  the  three  yeare  of 
his  minority,  be  admitted  a  eitiien  of  the 
United  Statea  without  having  made  the  decla- 
ration required  in  the  first  condition  of  the 
first  section  of  the  act  to  which  tJiis  is  an  ad 
dition  three  years  previous  to  his  admission 
Provided.  Such  alien  shall  make  the  declara- 
tion rcrguired  therein  at  the  time  of  his  or  hei 
admission  :  and  shall  further  declare,  on  oath, 
'  e  satisfaction  of  tt 
■a  nait  preceding  it  has  been 
the  bona  Sde  intention  of  snch  alien  to  bt 
a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
other  respects  comply  with  the  laws  in  regard 
to  natuniliziition. 

Sea.  2.  That  no  certificates  of  citizenship 
or  naluraliiatiun  heretofore  obtained  from  any 
coart  of  record  within  the  United  States  shatl 
be  deemed  invalid  in  consequence  of  an  omis- 
■ion  to  oomply  with  the  requisition  of  the  first 
MC^Q  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
evidence  in  cases  of  naturnlization,"  passed  the 
twenty-eecondday  of  .March,  one  thuuBondoight 
handrad  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  declaration  required  by  the 
first  condition  specified  in  the  first  section  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition  shall,  if  the 
•ame  has  been  bona  fide  made  before  the  clerk 
of  either  of  the  courts  in  the  said  condition 
Damed.beoAvalidasif  it  had  been  made  before 
the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  4.  That  a  declaration  by  any  alien, 
being  a  free  white  person,  of  his  intended  ap- 
plication to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Statea,  made,  in  the  manner  and  form  pre- 
aeribed  in  the  fir^t  condition  specified  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  ad- 
dition, two  years  before  his  admission,  shall  bo 
~  tt  anfficien  t  oompliance  with  said  condition,  any- 
thing in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  subsequent  act, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved  May  26, 1821. 

Aj]  act  to  amend  the  acta  ooncembg  naturali- 

Be  it  enacted,  Sx.,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
fonn  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acta  heretofore  possed  on  that  subject,"  which 
was  parsed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eij;ht  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
evidence  in  ca<e<  of  naturalization,"  passed  on 
the  tweiity-iiecond  diiy  of  March,  one  thousand  < 
eij^l  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  the  same  ' 
ve  hereby,  repealed. 


I  See.  2.  That  any  alien,  being  ■  free  whiU 
person,  who  was  residing  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  b> 
'  tweeu  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thoo- 
.  sand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  oighteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
I  twelve,  and  who  has  coutinu^  to  reside  with- 
in the  same,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  without  having  made 
I  any  previous  declaration  of  his  intention  to 
become a'citizeo:  Provided,  That  wheneverany 
'  person  without  a  oartificate  of  such  declaration 
of  intention  shall  make  application  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that 
the  applicant  was  residing  within  the  limita 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
before  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  has  con> 
tinned  to  reside  within  the  same,  or  he  shall 
not  bo  BO  admitted ;  and  the  residence  of  the 
applicant  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
five  years  immediately  preceding  the  time  of 
such  application  shall  be  proved  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  citizens  of  tlio  United  States, 
which  citizens  shall  be  named  in  the  record  as 
witnesses ;  and  such  continued  residence  with- 
in the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  when  satisfactorily  proved,  and 
tho  place  or  places  where  the  applicant  has 
resided  for  at  least  fire  years,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  stated  and  set  fordi,  together  wi^  the 
names  of  such  citizens,  in  the  record  of  the 
court  admitting  tho  applicant:  otherwise  the 
same  shall  not  entitle  him  to  bo  considered  and 
deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  24,  1828. 

An  act  to  amend   the  act  entitled  "  An  act 

for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the 

public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United 

States,"  passed  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 

hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  the  last  clause  of 

the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  hereby  amended, 

consisting   of   the   following  words,   to  wit, 

"without  being  at  any  time  during  the  s^d 

Sve  years  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United 

States,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  Juno  26, 1848. 


Mr.  Oovemenr  Morris  (Federalist)  moved 
)  insert  fourteen  yeqrs,  instead  of  four  years'  > 

itizenship,  as  a  qualification  fbr  senators. 
Mr.  Madison  (Republican)  was  not  adverse 
1  some  restrictions  on  this  subject,  but  could 
ever  agree  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
Should  the  Constitution  have  the  intended 
effect  of  giving  stability  and  reputation  to  our 
(pivemment,  great  numbers  of  respectable 
Europeans,  men  who  loved  liberty  ana  wished 
to  partake  its  blessings,  will  be  ready  to  trans- 
fer their  fortunes  hither.    All  such  would  feel 
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'.  Jbffbison  on  the  Huaonri 


Tmwb  of  Ml 
CompTomue : — 

"The  question 
leaden  of  lederali 
of  obtainiBg  power  b;  rallying  partiiuuiB  bJ 
the  prini'iple  of  monarchiBiu — a  principle  of 
ponunal,  Dot  of  lucOit  divixion — hare  chttnffcd 
their  tact  and  thromi  ont  another  barrel  to 
the  whale.  Thoj  ore  taking;  advantage  of  the 
virtuous  feeling  of  the  people  to  effect  a  diri- 
sion  of  parties  by  a  googrophical  lino ;  they 
expect  that  this  will  insure  them,  on  local 
[innciples,  the  majority  they  could  never  ob- 
tain on  principles  of  fo'^eraligm ;  but  they  are 
Htill  putting  their  Bbouldera  to  the  wron^ 
wheel;  they  bjo  wasting  jeremiads  on  the 
miserieB  of  ilnrery,  as  if  wo  wore  advocoteg 
of  it.  Sincerity  in  their  declamations  should 
direct  their  eBrirts  to  the  true  ooint  of  diffi- 
culty, and  uuite  their  councils  with  ours  in 
devuinj;  sumo  reasonable  and  practicable 
■  plan  of  getting  rid  of  it." — Jeffo'ton't  Writ- 
tnga,  vol.  7. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  Jan.  23, 
1821,  he  says;— 

"Oar  anxieties  in  this  qnarter  are  all  con- 
centrated in  the  question,  What  docs  the  holy 
alliance,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  mean  to  do 
with  ng  on  the  lliBSOuri  question  T  And  this, 
by  the  way,  is  but  the  name  of  the  case ;  it  is 
only  the  -/uhn  Due  or  Richard  Roe  of  the  eject- 
ment. The  real  question,  as  seen  in  the  states 
afflicted  with  this  unfortunate  population,  is, 
Are  our  slaves  to  be  presented  with  freedom 
and  a  dagger?     For,   if   Congress   has   the 

1  lower  to  regulate  the  comlitioiis  of  Ihe  in- 
labitantn  of  tho  states  within  the  Btates,  it 
will  be  but  another  exorcise  of  that  power  to 
declare  that  all  shall  be  free.  Arc  we,  then, 
to  nee  i^^in  Athenian  and  Laceilntmunian 
cunfederauics  ?  To  wage  another  Pelopimne- 
sian  war  to  settle  the  ascendanev  between 
them  I  Or  is  this  the  tocsin  of  merely  a  servile 
warT  That  remains  to  be  seen ;  but  I  hope 
not  by  you  or  me.  Surely  they  will  parley 
awhile  and  gire  us  Ume  to  get  out  of  the  way. 
What  a  beillamite  is  man !" 

In  a  letter  to  Lafayette,  dated  Nov.  4,  1823, 
Mr.  JefferiMin  said; — 

"On  the  eclipse  of  federalism  with  us, 
although  not  its  extinction,  its  leaders  got  up 
the  Missouri  question,  under  the  false  front  of 
lc;tsening  the  measure  of  slavery,  but  with  the 
real  view  of  producing  a  geographical  division 
of  parties,  which  might  insure  them  the  next 
I'residcnl.  Tho  people  of  the  North  went 
Hindfcild  into  tlio  snare,  and  followed  their 
Iwiders  for  awhile  with  a  loal  truly  moral  and 
laudable,  until  (liey  became  sensible  that  they 
were  injuring  instead  of  aiding  the  real  in- 
tornsls  of  the  slaves ;  that  they  had  been  used 
merely  as  tools  for  clectloneerine  purposes, 
and  Ihottrickofhyporrisy  then  fell  an  quidtlj 
•a  it  hod  been  got  up." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Short,  dated  April  13, 
1820,  Mr.  JeSersoa  wid  ;— 


I  "Although  I  had  laid  down  u  ft  lav  to  mj- 
!  self  never  to  write,  tftlk,  or  even  think  of  piili- 

tics,  to  know  nothing  of  public  afikirs,  ariI 
hod  therefore  ceased  to  read  newspapera,  vet 
the  Missouri  question  aroused  and  filled  'me 
with  alarm.  The  old  schism  of  Federal  and 
Republican  threatened  nothing,  because  it  ex- 
isted in  every  state,  and  united  them  together 
bvthefratemismof party.  Butthecoineidence 
of  a  marked  principle,  moral  and  politiettl, 
with  a  geographical  line,  once  conceived,  I 
feared  would  never  more  be  obliterated  from 
the  mind;  that  it  would  bo  recurring  on  evenr 
occasion,  and  renewing  irritations,  until  it 
would  kindle  such  mutual  and  mortal  batrrj 
as  to  render  eeparation  preferable  to  eternal 
discord.  I  have  been  among  the  moat  san- 
guine in  believing  that  our  Union  woald  be 
of  long  duration.  1  now  doubt  it  mauh,  and 
see  the  event  at  no  great  distance,  and  ths 
direct  consequence  of  this  question;  not  l^ 
tho  line  which  has  been  so  confidently  counted 
on~^the  laws  of  nature  control  this — hut  by 
tho  Potomac,  Ohio,  and  Missouri,  or  more 
probably  the  Mississippi,  unvvards  to  our 
northern  boundary.  Mv  only  comfort  and 
consolation  is,  that  I  shall  not  live  to  see  it ; 
and  I  envy  not  the  present  generation  the 
glory  of  throwing  away  the  fruits  of  their 
fathers'  sacrifices  of  life  and  fortune,  and  of 
rendering  desperate  the  experiment  which 
was  to  decide  ultimately  whctnor  man  is  oap»- 
ble  of  self-government.  This  treason  a^nst 
human  hope  will  signalize  their  epoch  in  fu- 
ture history  as  the,  counterpart  of  the  model 
of  their  predecessors." 

[  thank  you,  my  dear  sir.  for  Ihe  copy  you 
have  been  so'  kind  as  to  send  mo  of  the  letter 
>  your  constituents  on  tho  Missouri  (jueetion. 
*  *  But  this  momentous  question,  like 
fire-bell  in  the  night,  awakened  me  and  filled 
le  with  terror.  I  considered  it  at  once  as  the 
knoll  of  the  Union.  It  is  hushed,  indeed,  f<>r  the 
moment;  but  this  is  a  reprieve  only,  not  a  final 
sentence.  A  geographical  line,  ooinciding  with 
a  marked  principle,  moral  and  political,  once 
conceived  and  held  up  to  the  angry  paasioni 
"'  ~ien,  will  never  be  obliterated  ;  and  every 
irritation  will  mark  it  deeper  and  deeper. 
>  *  If  the^  would  but  dispassionately 
weigh  tho  blessings  tliey  will  throw  away, 
against  an  abstract  principle,  mora  likely  to 
1)6  effected  by  union  than  bv  scission,  they 
would  pause  before  they  could  perpetrate  this 
act  of  suicide  on  themselves  and  of  treamn 
against  the  hopes  of  the  world." — Letter  le 
Jao.  SotmeM,  daiett  Mbnticdh,  April  22,  1B20. 
am  indebted  to  you  for  your  two  letten 
of  February  7th  and  19th.  Tho  Missouri 
question,  by  a  geographical  line  of  diviiuon, 
''   !  most  portentous  one  I  ever  contemplated. 

•  *  is  ready  to  risk  tho  Union  for 
any  chance  of  restonng  his  party  to  power, 

'  "^■RS^i'^e  himself  to  tho  head  of  it ;  not 

•  •  •  without  his  hopes,  nor  sent- 
nalous  as  to  the  means  of  ful&Uing  them."— 
LMer  to  Xr.  Xadivm. 
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"  The  banks,  bankrupt  laws,  mano&otures, 
Spanish  treaty,  are  nothing.  These  are  occur- 
rences which,  like  waves  in  a  storm,  will  pass 
under  the  ship,  but  the  Missouri  question  is  a 
breaker  on  which  we  lose  the  Missouri  country 
by  revolt,  and  what  more,  God  only  knows. 
I'rom  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  to  tne  treaty 
of  Paris,  we  never  had  so  ominous  a  question. 
It  even  damps  the  joy  with  which  I  hear  of 
your  hi^h  health,  and  welcomes  to  me  the 
want  of  it.  I  thank  God  I  shall  not  live  to 
witness  its  issue.'' — Letter  to  John  Adams,  De- 
cember 10, 1819. 

"  The  line  of  division  lately  marked  out  be- 
tween different  portions  of  our  confederacy,  is 
such  as  will  never,  I  fear,  be  obliterated,  and 
we  are  now  trusting  to  those  who  are  against 
us  in  position  and  principle,  to  fashion  to  their 
own  form  the  mmds  and  affections  of  our 
yonth.  If,  as  has  been  estimated,  we  send 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  the 
northern  seminaries  for  the  instruction  of  our 
own  sons,  then  we  must  have  five  hundred  of 
our  sons  imbibing  opinions  and  principles  in 
discord  with  those  of  their  own  country.  Tills 
canker  is  eating  on  the  vitals  of  our  existence, 
and,  if  not  arrested  at  once,  will  be  beyond 
remedy." — Letter  to  General  Breckenridge,  Feb. 
11,1821. 

**  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  porten- 
tous one  which  ever  yet  threatened  our  U  nion. 
In  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  I  never  had  any  apprehension  equal  to 
that  I  felt  from  this  source." — Letter  to  Mr, 
Monroe,  March  3,  1820. 

Views  of  Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  Missouri 
i  Jura  promise. 

In  his  speech  on  the  Oregon  bill,  1st  session 
oi)th  Conglress,  Mr.  Calhoun  said : — 

'*  After  an  arduous  struggle  of  more  than  a 
year,  on  the  question  whether  Missouri  should 
cuwe  into  the  Union  with  or  without  restric- 
tions prohibiting  slavery,  a  compromise  line 
was  aaopted  between  the  North  and  the  South ; 
but  it  was  done  undo  rcircumstanccs  which 
made  it  nowise  obligatory  on  the  latter.  It  is 
true,  it  was  moved  by  one  of  her  distinguish- 
ed citizens  (Mr.  Clay) ;  but  it  is  equally  so, 
that  it  was  carried  by  the  almost  united  vote 
of  the  North  against  the  almost  united  vote 
of  the  South,  and  was  thus  imposed  on  the 
latter  by  superior  numbers,  in  opposition  to 
her  strenuous  efforts.  The  South  has  never 
given  her  sanction  to  it,  or  assented  to  the 
iiower  it  asserted.  She  was  voted  down,  and 
nas  simply  acquiesced  in  an  arrangement 
which  she  has  not  had  the  power  to  reverse, 
aod  which  she  could  not  attempt  to  do  with- 
out disturbing  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Union — ^to  which  she  has  ever  been  adverse. 
Acting  on  this  principle,  she  permitted  the 
territory  of  Iowa  to  be  formed,  and  the  state 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  under  the  com- 
promise, without  objection ;  and  that  is  now 
quoted  by  the  *  senator  from  New  York  to 
prove  her  surrender  of  the  power  he  claims 
for  Congress. 
22 


'*  To  add  to  the  strength  of  this  claim,  the 
advocates  of  the  power  hold  up  the  name  of  Jef- 
ferson in  its  favor,  and  go  so  far  as  to  call  him 
the  author  of  the  so-called  Wilmot  proviso, 
which  is  but  a  general  expression  of  a  power 
of  which  the  Missouri  compromise  is  a  case  of 
its  application.  If  we  may  jud^  by  his 
opinion  of  that  case,  what  his  opimon  was  of 
the  principle,  instead  of  being  the  author  of 
the  proviso,  or  being  in  its  favor,  no  one 
could  be  more  deadlv  hostile  to  it.  In  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  elder  Adams  in  1819,  in  an- 
swer to  one  from  him,  he  uses  these  remark- 
able expressions  in  reference  to  the  Missouri 
question : 

"  *  The  banks,  bankrupt  laws,  manufactures, 
Spanish  treaty,  are  nothing.  These  are  oc- 
currences which,  like  waves  in  a  storm,  will 
pass  under  the  ship.  But  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion is  a  breaker  on  which  we  lose  the  Mis- 
souri country  by  revolt,  and  what  more,  God 
only  knows/ 

"  To  understand  the  full  force  of  these  ex- 
pressions, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
questions  enumerated  were  the  great  and  ex- 
citing political  questions  of  the  day,  on  which 
Eartics  divided.  The  banks  and  bankrupt  law 
ad  long  been  so.  Manufactures  (or  what 
has  since  been  called  the  protective  tariff)  was 
at  the  time  a  subject  of  great  excitement,  as 
was  the  Spanish  treaty ;  that  is,  the  treaty  by 
which  Florida  was  ceded  to  the  Union,  and  by 
which  the  western  boundary  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  was  settled,  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  All  these 
exciting  party  questions  of  the  day  Mr,  Jeffer- 
son regarded  as  nothing  compared  to  the  Mis- 
souri question.  He  looked  on  all  of  them  as, 
in  their  nature,  fugitive  ;  and  to  use  his  own 
forcible  expression,  *  would  pass  off  under  the 
ship  of  state  like  waves  in  a  storm.'  Not  so 
that  fatal  question ;  it  was  a  breaker  on  which 
it  was  destined  to  be  stranded ;  and  yet  his 
name  is  quoted  by  the  incendiaries  of  the 
present  day  in  support  of,  and  2s  the  author 
of,  a  proviso  which  would  give  indefinite  and 
universal  extension  of  this  fatal  question  to  all 
the  territories.  It  was  compromised  the  next 
year  by  the  adoption  of  the  lino  to  which  I 
nave  referred.  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  long  a 
member  of  this  body,  who  voted  for  the  mea- 
sure, addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  his  speech*  on  the  occasion. . 
It  drew  out  an  answer  from  him  which  ought 
to  be  treasured  up  in  the  heart  of  every  man 
who  loves  the  country  and  its  institutions.  It 
is  brief;  I  will  send  it  to  the  secretary  to  be* 
read.  The  time  of  the  Senate  cannot  be  bet- 
ter occupied  than  in  listening  to  it.'' 

The  secretary  here  read  the  letter  herein- 
before contained. 

"  Mark,  said  he,  Mr.  Jefferson's  prophetic 
words  I    Mark  his  profound  reasoning  I 

*''It,  the  question,  is  hushed  for  the- mo-- 
ment    But  this  is  a  reprieve  only,  not  a  final 
sentence.     A  geograpnical    line    coinciding 
with  a  marked  principle,  moral  and  political, 
once  conceived  and  held  up  to  the  angry  paa» 
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■ions  of  men,  will  never  be  obliterated,  and 
every  new  irritation  will  mark  it  deeper  and 
deeper.' 

'*  Twenty-eight  years  have  passed  since 
tiiese  remarkable  words  were  penned,  and 
there  is  not  a  thought  which  time  has  not  thus 
far  verified,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  continue 
to  verify  until  the  whole  will  be  fulfilled.  Cer- 
tain it  IS  that  he  regarded  the  compromise  line 
as  utterly  inadequate  to  arrest  that  fatal 
course  of  events  wnich  his  keen  sagacity  anti- 
cipated from  the  question.  It  was  but  a  '  re- 
prieve.' " 

**  Mark,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  deeply  mel- 
ancholy impression  which  it  made  on  Sir.  Jef- 
ferson's mind : — 

"  *  I  regret  that  I  am  to  die  in  the  belief 
that  the  useless  sacrifice  of  themselves  by  the 
generation  of  1776,  to  acquire  self-government 
and  happiness  for  themselves,  is  to  be  thrown 
away  by  the  unwise  and  unworthy  passions 
of  their  sons,  and  that  my  only  consolation  is 
to  be  that  I  live  not  to  weep  over  it' 

**  Can  any  one  believe,  after  listening  to  this 
letter,  tha  Jefferson  is  tlie  author  of  the  so- 
called  Wilmot  proviso,  or  ever  fkvored  it? 
And  yet  there  are  at  this  time  strenuous  efforts 
making  in  the  North  to  form  a  purely  sectional , 
party  on  it,  and  that,  too,  under  the  sanction 
uf  those  who  profess  the  highest  veneration 
for  his  character  and  principles !  But  I  must 
spciik  the  truth,  while  I  vindicate  the  memory 
of  Jefferson  from  so  foul  a  charge.  I  hold  he 
is  not  blameless  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
Ho  committed  a  great  error  in  inserting  the 
provision  he  did  in  the  plan  he  reported  for 
the  government  of  the  territory,  as  much  mo- 
dified as  it  was.  It  was  the  first  blow,  the 
first  essay  *  to  draw  a  geojp*aphical  line  coin- 
ciding w'ith  a  marked  prmciplc,  moral  and 
political.^  It  originated  with  him  in  philan- 
thropic but  mistaken  views  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous character,  as  I  shall  show  in  the  sequel. 
Others,  with  very  different  feelings  and  views, 
followed,  and  have  given  to  it  a  direction  and 
impetus  which,  if  not  promptly  and  efficiently 
arrcHted,  will  end  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  and  the  destruction  of  our  political  in- 
stitutions." 

"I  have,  I  trust,  established  beyond  con- 
troversy, that  neither  the  Ordinance  of  1787, 
nor  the  Missouri  Compromise,  nor  the  prece- 
dents growing  out  of  tnem,  nor  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  furnishes  any  evidence  what- 
ever to  prove  that  Congress  possesses  the  power 
over  the  territory  claimed  oy  those  who  advo- 
cate the  twelfth  section  of  this  bill.  But  ad- 
mit, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  I  am  mis- 
taken, and  that  the  objections  I  have  urged 
against  them  are  groundless — give  them  all 
the  force  which  can  be  claimed  ror  precedents 
— and  they  would  not  have  the  weight  of  a 
feather  against  the  strong  presumption  which 
I,  at  the  outfit  of  my  remarks,  showed  to  be 
opposed  to  the  existence  of  the  power.  Pre- 
ceaents,  even  in  a  court  of  justice,  can  have 
but  little  weight,  except  where  tiie  law  is 
doubtful,  and  snonld  have  litde  in  a  delibera- 
tive body,  in  any  case,  on  a  consdtutional 


i^aestion,  and  none  where  the  power  to  wbich 
it  has  been  attempted  to  trace  it  does  not 
exist,  as  I  have  shown,  I  trust>  to  be  the  caae 
in  this  instance." 

On  the  I9th  of  Febmar|r,  1847,  Mr.  Calhoon 
thus  declared  his  opposition  to  the  MiBSoari 
Compromise : — 

"  Sir,  here  let  me  say  a  word  as  to  the  com- 
promise lino.  I  have  always  considered  it  ai 
a  great  error — highly  injurious  to  the  South, 
because  it  surrendered,  for  mere  temporair 
purposes,  those  high  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution upon  which  I  think  we  ought  to  stand. 
I  am  against  any  compromise  nne.  Tet  I 
would  have  been  willing  to  aoqniesee  in  a 
continuance  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  in 
order  to  preserve,  under  the  present  trying 
circumstances,  the  potice  of  the  Union.  One 
of  the  resolutions  in  the  House,  to  that  effect; 
was  offered  at  my  suggestion.  I  said  to  a 
friend  there,  '  Let  us  not  be  disturbers  of  this 
Union.  Abhorrent  to  my  feelings  as  is  that 
compromise  line,  let  it  be  adhered  to  in  good 
faith ;  and  if  the  other  portions  of  the  Union 
are  willing  to  stand  by  it,  let  us  not  refuse  to 
stand  by  it.  It  has  kept  peace  for  some  time^ 
and  in  the  present  circumstatices  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  be  continued  as  it  is.'  Bat 
it  was  voted  down  by  an  overwhelming  mig(^ 
rity.  It  was  renewed  by  a  gentleman  from  a 
non-slaveholding  state,  and  again  voted  down 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

**  I  see  my  way  in  the  Constitution ;  I  can- 
not in  a  compromise.  A  compromise  is  bat 
an  act  of  Congress.  It  may  oe  overmled  at 
any  time.  It  gives  us  no  security.  But  the 
Constitution  is  stable.  It  is  a  rock.  On  it  we 
can  stand.  It  is  a  firm  and  stable  ground,  on 
which  we  can  better  stand  in  opposition  to 
fanaticism,  than  on  the  shifting  sands  of  com- 
promise. 

"  Let  us  be  done  with  compromises.  Let  us 
go  back  and  stand  upon  the  Constitution  1" 

Congress  Hall,  March  2,  1820,  > 
3  o'clock  at  night.  j 

Dear  Sir :  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  this 
moment  wo  liave  carried  the  question  to  admit 
Missouri  and  all  IjouisLma  to  the  southward 
of  36  deg.  30  niin.  free  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery,  and  give  the  South,  in  a  short  time, 
an  addition  of  six,  and  perhaps  eighty  mem- 
bers to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
considered  here  bv  the  slavoholdinj;  states  as 
a  great  triumph.  The  votes  were  close — 
ninety  to  eighty-six  (the  vote  was  so  first  de- 
clared)— produced  by  the  seceding  and  ab- 
sence of  a  few  in<xlerate  men  from  the  North. 
To  the  north  of  30  deg.  30  niin.  there  is  to  be, 
by  the  present  law,  a  restriction,  which  y<m 
will  see  by  the  votes  I  voted  against.  But  it 
is  at  present  of  no  moment ;  it  is  a  vast  track, 
uninhabited  only  by  savages  and  wihl  beasts, 
in  which  not  a  foot  of  the  Indian  claim  to  soil 
is  extinguished,  and  in  which,  according  to 
the  ideas  prevalent,  no  land-office  will  be  open 
for  a  great  length  of  time. 

WiUi  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUARLES  PiXCKyXT. 
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Judge  Douglas  on  ihe  Missouri  Oompro- 
fnise.  Extract  from  his  speech  in  the  Senate, 
March  13,  18M  :— 

The  next  in  the  series  of  aggressions  com- 
plained of  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina is  the  Missouri  compromise.  The  Mis- 
souri compromise  an  act  ot  Northern  injustice, 
designed  to  deprive  the  South  of  her  due  sliare 
of  the  territories !  Why,  sir,  it  was  only  on 
this  very  day  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
despaired  of  any  peaceable  adjustment  of  ex- 
isting difficulties,  because  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line  could  not  be  extended  to  the 
Pacific  I  That  measure  was  originally  adopted 
in  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  by 
the  union  of  Xorthem  and  Southern  vdtes. 
The  South  has  always  professed  to  be  willing 
to  abide  by  it,  and  even  to  continue  it  as  a  fair 
mnd  honorable  adjustment  of  a  vexed  and  dif- 
fioaU  question.  In  1845  it  was  adopted  in  the 
resolutions  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  by 
Soathem  as  well  as  Northern  votes,  without 
the  slightest  complaint  that  it  was  unfair  to 
any  section  of  the  country.  In  1846  it  received 
the  support  of  every  Southern  member  of  the 
House  of  Refjresentatives,  Whig  and  Demo- 
crat, without  exception,  as  an  alternative  mea- 
sure to  the  Wilmot  proviso.  And  again,  in 
1848,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Oregon  bill,  on 
my  motion,  it  received  the  vote,  if  I  recollect 
right,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  can  possibly 
be  mistaken,  of  every  Southern  Senator,  Whig 
and  Democrat,  even  including  the  Senator  from 
South  Citfolina  himself  (Mr.  Calhoun).  And 
yet  we  are  now  told  thut  this  is  only  second 
to  the  ordinance  of  '87,  in  the  series  of  aggres- 
sions on  the  South. 

Mr.  BcTLER.  I  think  you  are  mistaken 
about  it.  I  don't  think  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  do  not  think  that  I  can  be 
mistaken  upon  this  point — that  Mr.  Calhoun 
voted  for  my  motion  to  insert  the  Missouri  com- 
promise in  the  Oregon  bill.  He  voted  for  my 
amendment,  and  then  did  not  vote  at  all,  or 
voted  against  the  bill  on  its  passage.  I  can- 
not be  mistaken  on  the  material  point,  which 
was  upon  the  adoption  of  my  amendment. 
Fur,  having  offered  this  amendment,  first  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  subsequently 
in  this  body,  I  was  denounced  in  certain  sec- 
tions as  a  slavery  exactionist,  a  dough-face — 
and  many  other  kind  and  polite  terms  of  simi- 
lar import  were  applied  to  me,  and  my  name 
was  published  in  certain  newspapers  with 
black  marks  drawn  around  it,  with  the  view 
of  concentrating  popular  odium  upon  me  and 
the  party  to  which  it  is  m^  pride  and  pleasure 
to  belong.  And  now,  sir,  the  very  measure 
which  drew  all  these  anathemas  and  denuncia- 
tions upon  my  devoted  head,  is  now  represented 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  as  a  mea- 
sure of  deadly  hostility  to  Southern  interests  ; 
a  measure  calculated  to  limit  and  diminish  the 
area  of  slavery  more  than  any  act  of  the  go- 
vernment during  its  whole  history.  Be  this 
«8  it  may,  I  think  that  Southern  gentlemen 


should  not  complain  of  the  measore  aflter 
having  given  it  their  united  vote  on  several 
occasions. 

Mr.  BuTLiR.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  a 
single  word  ?  Will  he  do  justice  to  the  South- 
em  eentlemen  by  saying  that  they  voted  f  >r 
the  Missouri  compromise  as  a  peace  offering, 
after  they  had  found  the  country  brought  into 
jeopardy  by  the  Wilmot  proviso  7  They  a«v 
quiesced  in  it  as  a  peace  offering— as  a  com- 
promise— and  not  as  giving  up  their  rights. 

Mr.  Douglas.    I  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  Butler.  One  word  concerning  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Calhoun).  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  (Mr.  Douglas)  is  right  in  saying 
that  my  collea^e  voted  for  the  amendment  to 
tlie  Orejron  bill,  but  throughout  the  whole  dis- 
cussion I  think  he  took  occasion  to  say  that, 
though  he  acquiesced  in  it,  he  did  not  approve 
of  it 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  sav- 
ing that  I  believe  the  Southern  gentlemen  did 
vote  for.  the  Missouri  compromise  as  a  peace 
offering  and  a  compromise.  It  was  offered  by 
me  and  received  by  them  in  that  spirit.  But 
I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  seems  some- 
what extraordinary  that  that  which  they  all 
voted  for  as  a  compromise  and  a  peace  offering 
should  now  be  denounced  as  an  act  of  North- 
ern aggression.  Because  it  was  tendered  and 
received  as  a  peace  offering,  it  should  never  be 
called  an  act  of  aggression.  In  regard  to  the 
effects  of  the  Missouri  compromise  upon  the 
question  of  slavery  I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say.  I  do  not  think  that  it  did  have  any  prac- 
tical effect  on  that  question,  one  way  or  the 
other.  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
with  slavery.  This  must  necessarily  have 
been  done,  whether  the  compromise  had  been 
effected  or  not,  for  there  was  no  rightful  mode 
of  preventing  it.  The  Louisiana  treaty,  under 
which  Missouri  was  purchased  from  France, 
stipulated  for  the  admission  into  the  Union  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged, 
and  must  have  been  redeemed.  Their  right 
to  come  into  the  Union  as  a  state  being  con- 
ceded, it  is  very  clear  that  they  possessed  the 
right  to  form  for  themselves  just  such  a  consti- 
tution as  they  pleased,  provided  it  did  not 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Arkansas  was  then  a  slave  territory, 
and  no  one  seriously  thought  of  changing  its 
character  in  that  respect,  except  by  a  vote  of 
the  people  interestea.  The  substance  of  the 
Missouri  compromise  line,  therefore,  was  that 
west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  slavery  should 
be  prohibited  north  of  36°  30^.  Thus  slavery 
was  prohibited  by  the  positive  enactment  of  law 
in  au  that  region  of  country  extending  from 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  to  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  north  latitude.  But,  while 
this  was  the  express  provision  of  the  statute, 
slavery  was  as  effectually  excluded  from  the 
whole  of  that  country,  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
of  climate,  and  production,  before,  as  it  is  now 
by  act  of  Congress.  The  Missouri  compro- 
mise, therefore,  had  no  practical  bearing  upon 


IHB  POUnCU  IBXT-WOX, 


tbe  qoMlioB  of  dneijf  it  naitbar  oattwlcd 
nor  aztondad  htuMinon.  lake  Uiaotdiuaiii'e 
of  '87,  it  did  the  Soutli  no  bana — the  North 
BO  cQod-^xeapt  that  it  had  th*  aflbot  to  oalm 
and  aUaj  an  nniortanata  exoitomant  whieh  w  aa 


Qeo.  Cus  on  the  Hiasonri  Compramiee. 
From  a  ipaeeh  made  on  the  20tli  or  Feluu- 
ai7, 1854. 

Mr,  Fraudent:  I  iiare  not  withheld  thii 
ezpreauon  t^mj  regret  eluwliere,  nor  shall  I 
withhold  it  liere,  that  thia  qneition  of  repeal  i  >t 
the  Hiawnri  compromiea,  which  opeua  all  ihe 
diipnted  pcnnla  ooimaotod  with  the  mtueot  of 
Oon^reaaioDal  action  apon  elaTerr  in  the  Ttir- 
ritmiea  of  the  TJnited  natea,  haa  Seen  brongbt 
before  ns.  I  do  not  tliink  the  praotioal  advan- 
li^ea  to  reanlt  from  tbomeaanie  will  ontweigb 
'  the  iigui;  whioh  the  iU-fealin^  bted  to  ac- 
~~——iy  the  diacnaaioD  of  this  rabgeat  through 
intr^,  is  sure  to  produoe.  And  I  wns 
led  u  this  impTeaaian  from  wliat  was 
aaid  br  the  Senator  from  Tenneaaee,  (Mr. 
Jones,]  b;  the  Sraator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Dison,)  and  from  Nmth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bai- 
gei,]  and  also  bj  the  remarks  whioh  fell  &D111 
the  senator  ft(»n  Virginia,  (Hr,  Hunter,)  and 
in  wltiah  I  liiUjr  oononr,  that  the  SonUi  will 
never  receive  anr  I>enafit  fran  this  meaanre,  ao 
tar  aa  reapaeta  Ou  estenaiai  of  alaverj 
lenalata  as  we  may,  no  human  power  ot»>  c~- 
taJuiah  it  in  tlw  regions  defined  by  these  bill «. 
And  snoh  were  the  aentimento  of  two  emineij  i 
patriots,  to  wlioae  etertions  we  are  ^reatlj  in- 
debted fbr  the  satisfaotorr  termination  of  tlu' 
di&cultiea  of  1850,  and  wno  since  passed  from 
their  labors,  and,  I  trast,  to  their  reward.  Thiit 
believing,  I  shanld  hare  been  better  content 
had  the  whole  subject  been  left  as  it  was  hy 
the  bill  when  first  introduced  b^  the  Senatir 
from  Illinois,  withont  any  provision  regardiL<_- 
the  Missouri  oompromiae.  I  am  aware  that  it 
ported  that  I  intended  to  propose  tbe  r 


mdinc  tfaa  lOi 

eomnanuse  line  to  the  Padio :  ^aft  tt  "Ml*  j 
decided  in  Hit  affinnatlve,  aa  fitlunri}- 


The  bill,  with  this  amendmanb  tm»  IMm^ 
the  Honee  on  the  nest  daj ;  ana  Ab  anninil  ' 
ment  of  tlie  Senate  extending  tbe  Knont 
line  to  the  Patufio  waa  non-oraiouted  idi  bj 

thof&llowingw '" 


er  J,  IngertalL  Ikikd.  JkWInw  JobnMg  KolMt 

ou.QtotfeVf.  JODitf,  JohD  W.  JonH,  Kftnfnu,  nie 

r  King,  Llgon,  Lnmpllln,  MrDowAll,  MeKaj,  H«tkii^--  ^ 

I,  M^Nhxul,  UdIUw,  pBndlatDD.  Tbilpe,  FKhbon 

2L   ],Zb'  Th™^.  j!"'E|!   Tb™^-o.'  HohJrt    A. 
unpkli^  loombf,  Vmobl*.  WiUm^  Wooe- 


peidol 


.  but  it  was  an  error.  M  y 
«  wholly  misunderstood.  I  hail 
no  deugn  whatever  to  take  such  a  step,  and 
thna  reenscitate  a  deed  of  conciliation  wbic)L 
bad  done  ita  work,  and  done  it  well,  and  whicli 
was  hallowed  by  patriotism,  by  success,  and  by 

!i.  ... — .'.4.:.,.,  with  great ' 

Itl«lon 


ferred  to  history. 


;longed  tt 


whioh  appalled  the  wisest 

land,  it  nad  sud  to  the  waves  of  agitation, 
i%aoe,6esttU,  and  they  beoane  stall.  Itwonid 
have  been  better,  in  m^o[nnion,  not  to  disturb 
iU  slumber,  as  all  nsefal  and  praotioal  objects 
oonld  have  been  attained  without  it.  But  tiie 
question  is  here  without  my  egmoy. 


a  On  the  10th  of  August,  1S48,  in  tlie  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  the  Oregon  bill  betig 
ute  oondtlenttioa,  At  qMfioB  ww  takn 


Linain,  Lvnl,  Lynilc  Maday.  MtCiinnad.  ittClemr^ 
Mcn^aiiit,  Jab  Mmn.  Orrart  Joan,  JfanA,  Jbrmilh  Jl«r, 
Jforrii,  Mi'llai,  Murj*y,  ydtm,  Mm,  yntM.  JVteB,  l^Vim, 
ftubc  OA,  l^ttU,  una,  neeek,  PMhtk,  Stymie 
Jtiditf,  SMrmm,  JisaUA_.Mta  .<.  XMHaA  Sa^  Mm, 
JIiiMML  A  MkH.  SnBwr,  Mm*,  e^nvO,  AhHlir,  BUt- 
firirnid,amart,aiUiB.Smitli.JlcbinSm0k.Jinmwm3m». 
StunhBaatter,  AHdmt  Stennrt.  Oteria  £  Stutti,  S^^m, 
Atmv.  Tulbnadgt,  Tbrinr,  Jama  T^amftm,  IWrtiJ  K 
T^Brnmnn,  tfilStaii  Tlumfim,  fkunkiK.  IMb.  IWmt. 
Va  i-jilt.  Finton,  ITarrai,  ffintentk,  WMl  ITU,  W» 
Uamt,  IF<Iw^— in. 

The  House  having  thus  non-concurred  with 
the  Senate,  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
Senate  on  the  12th  of  Aupiat,  1848,  in  favnr 
□f  receding  from  ita  amendment,  running  the 
Missouri  Ime  to  tbe  Faoiflc,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : — 

Tau.— Mam  AOtn,  Baliidn,  Bntc 
AriffU,  fliiiMHi,  Clarktf  CbrMpm,  On 
DUiwH,  JNs,  ZMge,  boafiia,  F'  ■ 
Ball,  Sattai,  JKuuMaoi,  Iloaitoi 
Bpnniwi,  I^*a»>i  ffutv,  KHutcr. 

BdIW,  CUhnni 


jrOv,  JlOm,  i>bH 


[Northern : 


n  small  capitate ;  Sontliam 


Tbe  bill  for  tbe  admisnon  of  Califbmia 
being  before  the  Senate, 

Ur.  Tnmey  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
anaoting  clause,  and  insert  as  foUowa  :— 

"  When  it  shaU  be  made  to  appear  to  th* 
President  of  the  United  Statee,  hj  aattsfaatnaj 
niileme^  that  the  people  '«>■*)"  *"![  Ilw  tar- 
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ntory  of  California  (or  so  much  of  said  terri- 
tory as  is  comprised  within  the  limits  proposed 
by  this  bill,  as  the  boundaries  of  the  state  of 
CJaliibmia),  assembled  in  Convention,  have 
agreed  to  a  line  not  further  south  than  the 
parallel  of  36''  30^  north  latitude,  as  the 
Boathern  boundary  of  said  state,  and  limited 
the  representation  of  said  state  to  one  repre- 
sentative until  after  the  next  census  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  the  said  state 
cvf  California  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  upon 
aa  equal  looting  with  the  original  states. 

"  Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  line  of  36^  30^  of  north  latitude,  known  as 
the  Missouri  Compromise  Line,  as  defined  by 
the  eighth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  authorize  Uie  people  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  state  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  state  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
siaiea,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  terri- 
torieSy'  approved  March  6,  1820,  be,  and  the 
eame  is  nereby  declared  to  extend  to  the 
Pfteifio  ocean:  and  the  said  eighth  section, 
losethor  with  the  compromise  therein  effected, 
IS  hereby  revived,  ana  declared  to  be  in  full 
force  and  binding  for  the  future  organization 
df  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
aame  sense  and  with  the  same  understanding 
with  which  it  was  originally  adopted.'' 
•  The  question  was  stated  to  oe  upon  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Turney,  and,  being  taken 
bj  yeas  and  nays,  was  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 


TsASo— Mean.  Atchison^  Badger,  BimweUj  ScUy  BtrrietL, 
r,  Ckmem^  Davis  of  Mi!<s^  Dawson,  Down*,  F^tfte, 
Hunter,  King,  iiawjun^  Mason,  Mi/rton,  Pearce, 
Husk,  Sebatlian,  SmtU,  Tura^,  I'uUe.—Hi. 
Hxn^ — MesBT*.  Baldwin,  BrjU^m,  Bradbury,  Bright,  Caiv, 
Cbrktt,  Couper,  Darig  of  Maa*.,  Daytun.  Diciiinjmn,  Dodge 
flf  WlflL,  Dodi^e  of  la.,  Don^^lat,  Bwiug.  Felch,  Qreenu,  Hale, 
Bunlin,  Jones,  Nurris  I'hclpH,  ijcward,  Shields,  Smith, 
APTManoe,  Sturgeon,  Underw/ud,  Upham,  Wales,  Wallcor, 
Whitoomb,  and  Winthrup.— ^2. 

Southern  men  in  italics,  Northern  men  in 
roman. 


Monroe  Doctrine* 

Froh  President  Monroe's  Seventh  Annual 
Message,  December  2d,  1823. 

"  It  was  stated,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Imet  session^  that  a  great  effort  was  then  mak- 
ing in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  those  countries,  and 
that  it  appeared  to  be  conducted  with  extra- 
ordinary moderation.  It  need  scarcely  be  re- 
marked that  the  result  has  been,  so  far,  very 
different  from  what  was  then  anticipated.  Of 
events  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  which 
tre  have  so  much  intercourse,  and  from  which 
we  derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been 
•nzioas  and  interested  spectators.  The  citi* 
tens  of  the  United  States  cherish,  sentiments 
the  most  friendly  in  favor  of  the  liberty  and 


happiness  of  their  fellow  men  on  that  tide  of 
the  Atlantic.  In  the  wars  of  the  European 
powers,  in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport 
with  our  policy  to  do  so.  It  is  only  when  righte 
are  invaded  or  seriously  menaced,  that  we  resent 
injuries,  or  make  preparation  for  our  defence. 
With  the  movements  in  this  hemisphere  we 
are  of  necessity  more  immediately  connected, 
and  by  causes  which  must  be  obvious  to  all 
enlightened  and  impartial  observers.  The  poli- 
tical system  of  the  allied  powers  is  essentiaHy 
different  in  this  respect  from  that  of  America. 
This  difference  proceeds  from  that  which  exists 
in  their  respective  governments.  And  to  the 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achieved 
by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and 
matured  by  the  wisdom  of  their  most  enlight- 
ened citizens,  and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed 
unexampled  felicity,  this  Whole  nation  is  de- 
voted. We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare, 
that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of 
this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and 
safety.  With  the  existing  colonies  or  depend- 
encies of  any  European  power  we  have  not 
interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But  with 
the  governments  who  have  declared  their  inde* 
pendence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  inde- 
pendence we  have,  on  great  consideration,  and 
on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other 
manner  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of 
an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States.  In  the  war  between  those  new  govern- 
ments and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to  this  we 
have  adhered,  and  shall  continue  to  adhere, 
provided  no  change  shall  occur  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  competent  authorities  of  this 
government,  shallmake  a  corresponding  chang-e 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  indispensable 
to  their  security. 

The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal  show 
that  Europe  is  still  unsettled.  Of  this  imDort- 
ant  fact  no  stronger  proof  can  be  adduced,  than 
that  the  allied  powers  should  have  thought  it 
proper,  on  a  principle  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves, to  have  interposed  by  foree  in  the  inter- 


Ua 


THB  POLZnCAL  TIZII-BCXHL 


lul  miiMg>Ba  of  l^uii.  To  -wbtt  axtant  iBali 
iDMpouliai  nuj  1m  eamad,  on  the  mmt  ptitK 
fllplo,  U  K  qaMtion  to  whioh  nil  mdapendent 
powen.  whoae  gpnttaaeuU  diflbr  from  thmn, 
we  ioterested ;  erai  thoae  moat  remote^  and 
maitij  none  more  eo  timn  the  United  StfttM, 
Oar  polinj  in  regud  to  Earope,  whioh  wee 
wlo[>ted  at  an  ewly  stage  of  the  ware  whioti 
IwTe  eo  long  ftfritated  thu  qiiuitt'  of  the  g^be^ 
aerertlielegi  reniaini  the  Rune^  whioh  ie,  not  to 
interfere  in  the  intemel  oonoene  of  uij  of  ill 
power* ;  to  ooniider  the  goremment,  dt  Jaeto, 
m  the  le)^timete government fbrne ;  to  onlti- 
T>te  friendly  reletioiu  with  it,  and  to  preeerre 
Ifaoee  reletioni  bj  e  fiwik,  Qim,  and  manlj 
pcdioj;  meeting,  in  ell  initeooee,  the  jnit 
eUime  of  ererj  power,  enbmitdng  to  injnriee 
ftom  none.  But  in  regud  to  these  oontanente, 
dnumstsDoee  are  eminently  and  oonapicnonely 
.  different.  It  ieimpoeeible  that  the  allied  pow- 
er* ihoold  extend  their  political  ijaUm  to  (n j 
portion  of  titber  oontinent  without  endanger- 
ing OUT  peooe  end  happineee  v  nor  can  anj  one 
beliere,  that  onr  eontbem  brelhreo,  if  left  to 
themaelree,  would  adopt  it  uf  their  own  aoooid. 
It  ie  eqnallj  impoeeible,  therefore,  that  we 
ehonld  b^old  each  interporitioa,  in  any  form, 
with  indifference.  If  we  look  to  the  compara- 
tive  strength  and  resourcee  of  Spain  and  those 
new  goremmente,  and  their  distanoe  from  each 
other,  it  must  be  obrlous  that  she  can  never 
■nbdue  thttn.  It  is  still  the  true  poliaj  of  the 
United  States  to  leave  the  parties  to  themselves, 
in  the  hope  that  other  powers  will  pursue  the 


Tbb  first  act  of  Coagreet  "  to  establish  an 
uniform  rnle  of  natnnlitation,"  in  aooordance 
with  the  power  conferred  by  the  uf^tfa  section 
of  tiie  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  approved  Maroh  26, 1790. 
On  the  29th  of  January,  1795,  this  act  was 
repealed  and  new  renlations  were  established 
b;  another  act ;  ai^  to  the  latter  act  were 
added  still  further  regulations  by  an  aot  Jane 
18,  1798. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1802,  aU  regulations 
upon  natnraliiation  hitherto  made  and  in  fbroe 
were  abolished,  and  new  onee  created  by  the 
following  law  I — 

An  Act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  na. 
turaltiation,  and  to  repeal  the  aots  hereto- 
fore pasaed  on  the  snlyeat. 
Be  it  enacted,  ftc.  That  any  alien,  bmng  a 
free  lAite  panoa,  may  be  admittsd  to  beocwM 


a  ntiitti  of  the  United  Stat*^ 

OB,  the  fidlovring  oonditlone,  and  wt  adMr- 

Isi  That  he  ehall  have  dealand,<CB  ^atk  tm, 
afllrmatiou,  befbte  the  supreme  luiMiiur^ide. 
triot,  or  cinmit  oonit  of  eomeoneef  diaaMai, 


triot,  or  cireait  oonit 

or  of  the  tciritorial  dislieta  cf  tha  OHllad 
Statee,  or  a  circuit  or  distriet  oonK  of  tiw 
United  Statee,  three  yeare  at  leaat  IwlbivU* 
adnisnon,  that  it  was,  boitajid*,  hiairtaatiea 
to  beoome  a  ritiien  of  the  United  SMs^'and 
to  renomiae  forever  all  alle^ance  and  flUhj 
to  any  fbrMgn  prince,  potentate,  alata^  ivabV' 
arign^  whatever,  uid  particnlariy,  bf  aaae, 
the  prine^  potentate,  state,  er  wenwtif^ 
iriiereof  neh  alien  may,  at  the  tiiiMkbaift«it»- 
sen  or  subjeot.  - ' 

Mr.  That  he  shall,  at  the  time  of  !■  ap- 
plication to  be  admitted,  declare,  on  eeA  or 
afiinnation,  before  some  ona  of  tbe  ooaila 
aibresaid,  that  he  will  support  tha  CbmUiu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  Omt  ba  doth 
abeolntely  and  entirely  roionnoe  and  Al^an 
all  allegiance  and  fiddity  to  every  flaW|ii 
prince,  potentate,  state,  or  soverein^  *^^ 
ever,  and  particularly,  bj  nam^  &a  pnHB, 
potentate,  stale,  or  soverei|mty  wlimaf  .ha 
was  before  a  citiien  or  enlgeot;  wUeb jpn^ 
ceedings  shall  be  recorded  l^  the  oletk  oftta 

3dly.  That  tJie  oonrt  admitting  aaeh  dSan 
shall  DO  satisfied  that  he  has  resided  wilUn 
the  United  States  five  yeare  at  leaat,  and  ' 
within  the  state  or  territory  vrbere  inidi  eovt 
IS  at  tbe  time  held  ona  year  at  leaat;  aod  it 
shall  further  appear  to  tbeir  saUsfactun,  that 
duriDK  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of 
a  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the  prtnei- 
ples  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  eood  order  and  happi 
uesBofthesame:  Provided,  That  the  oath  of 
the  applicant  shall,  in  no  case,  be  allowed  to 
prove  nis  residencs. 

dthlj.  That  in  case  the  alienapplvingtob* 
admitted  to  oitiiensbip  ehall  have  bcnse  any 
hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
of  nolulity  in  the  kingdom  or  state  fnm  which 
ha  shall,  in  addition  to  the  above  te- 
i^nisitee,  make  an  express  rennnciation  of  his 
btJe  or  order  of  nobilitj  in  the  court  to  whL-h 
bis  application  shall  be  made ;  which  rennnma- 
tion  snail  be  recorded  in  the  said  court:  Pro- 
rided,  That  no  alien  who  shall  be  a  native 
jitiien,  deniien,  or  subject  of  any  conntiy, 
atate,  or  sovereign  with  whom  tne  United 
Statee  ehall  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  hia  a^ 
plication,  shall  be  then  admitted  to  be  a  oiti- 
lenofthe  United  States:  Provided,  also.  That 
kny  alien  who  was  residing  within  the  limits 
and  nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  may 
be  admitted  to  become  a  ciliien,  on  due  nroof, 
of  the  courts  aforeeaio,  that 
be  has  resided  two  years,  at  least,  within  and 
under  the  jurisdictioD  of  the  United  States, 
snd  one  year,  at  least,  immediately  preceding 
bis  apphoaljoo,  within  the  state  ov  tarritery 
where  auoh  court  is  at  the  time  held ;  and  en 
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.  jkis  declaring,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  tiiat  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and  en- 
tirely renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and 
fidehty  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state, 
or  soYereigntj  whatever,  and  particularly,  by 
same,  the  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sove- 
reignty whereof  he  was  before  a  citizen  or 
anbject;  and,  moreover,  on  its  appearing,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  during  the 
B%id  term  of  two  years  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well- 
disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of 
the  same ;  and  where  the  alien  applying  for 
admission  to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any 
hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
of  nobility  in  the  kingdom  or  state  from  which 
he  oame,  on  his  moreover  making  in  the  court 
an  express  renunciation  of  his  title  or  order 
of  nobility,  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
admission ;  all  of  which  proceedings,  required 
in  this  proviso  to  be  performed  in  the  court, 
■hall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  thereof:  And 
provided,  also.  That  any  alien  who  was  resid- 
ing within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdio- 
tion  of  the  United  States  at  any  time  between 
the  said  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  may,  within 
two  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
admitted  to  l>ecome  a  citizen  without  a  com- 
pliance with  the  first  condition  above  specified. 
Sec.  2.  Provided,  also.  That,  in  addition  to 
the  directions  aforesaid,  all  free  white  per- 
sons, being  aliens,  who  may  arrive  in  the 
United  States  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall,  in  order   to    become   citizens  of   the 
United  States,  make  registry  and  obtain  cer- 
tificates   in  the  following  manner,   to   wit: 
every  person  desirous  of  being  naturalized 
shall,  if  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  make 
report  of  himself,  or,   if  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  held  in  service,  shall  be 
reported  by  his  parent,  guardian,  master,  or 
mistress,  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
the  district  where  such  alien  or  aliens  shall 
arrive,  or  to  some  other  court  of  record  of  the 
United  States,  of  either  of  the  territorial  dis- 
tricts of  the  same,  or  of  a  particular  state ; 
and  such  report  shall  ascertain  the  name, 
birthplace,  age,  nation,  and  allegiance  of  each 
alien,  together  with  the  countrv  whence  he  or 
she  migrated,  and  the  place  oi  his  or  her  in- 
tended settlement :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  clerk,  on  receiving  such  report,  to  re- 
cord the  same  in  his  office,  and  to  grant  to  the 
person  making  such  report,  and  to  each  indi- 
vidual concerned  therein,  whenever  he  shall 
be  reiiuired,  a  certificate,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  of  office,  of  such  report  and  registry ;  and 
for  receiving  and  registering  each  report  of  an 
individual  or  family,  he  shall  receive  fifty 
cents,  and  for  each  certificate  granted  pursu- 
ant to  this  aot  to  an  individual  or  family,  fifty 
eents ;  and  such  certificate  shall  be  exhibited 
lo  the  court  by  every  alien  who  may  arrive  in 


the  United  States  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
on  his  application  to  be  naturalized,  as  evi- 
dence of  tne  time  of  his  arrival  within  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  certain  courts  of  record  in  some  of 
the  states  are  included  within  the  description 
of  district  or  circuit  courts :  Be  it  further  en- 
acted. That  every  court  of  record  in  any  indi- 
vidual state  having  common  law  jurisdiction, 
and  a  seal  and  clerk  or  prothonotary,  shall  be 
considered  as  a  district  court  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  act;  and  every  alien  who  may 
have  been  naturalized  in  any  such  court  shall 
6QJoy,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  act, 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  if  he  had 
been  naturalized  in  a  iUstrict  or  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  children  of  persons  duly 
naturalized  under  any  of  the  laws  of  tin 
United  States,  or  who,  previous  to  the  passing 
of  any  law  on  that  subject  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  may  have  become  citi- 
zens of  any  one  of  the  said  states,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  at  the  time  of  their  parents  being 
so  naturalized  or  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  shall,  if  dwelling  in  the  United 
States,  be  considered  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  the  children  of  persons  who  now 
are  or  have  been  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall,  though  born  out  of  the  limits  and  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That 
the  right  of  citizenship  shall  not  descend  to 
persons  whose  fathers  have  never  resided 
within  the  United  States:  Provided,  also. 
That  no  person  heretofore  proscribed  by  any 
state,  or  who  has  been  legally  convicted  of 
having  joined  the  army  of  Great  Britain 
during  the  late  war,  shall  be  admitted  a  citi- 
zen as  aforesaid  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  in  which  such  person 
was  proscriljed. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  acts  heretofore  passed 
respecting  naturalization  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  14,  1802. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intituled  **  An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore 
Sassed  on  that  subject." 
»e  it  enacted,  &c..  That  any  alien,  being  a 
free  white  person,  who  was  residing  within 
the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  at  any  time  -between  the 
eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  and  who  has  continued  to  reside  within 
the  same,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  without  a  compliance 
with  the  first  condition  specified  in  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  intitulea  "  An  act  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that 
suqject." 


SM  IHB  PIXiITIGU  1SE^■00K. 
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MM^ed  iritb  tin  fltvt  oondilioii  aperiflcd  in  ,  in  punukuea  of  Mid  set,  who  lUl  4si«  tn 
tba  mi  MMkn  of  tti*  Mid  oriiniiKl  sat,  and  .  rived  wHhin  tlie  liauta  and  tuidw  th»ji^id)^ 
who  ilwll  bMM  panned  the  tureetiouB  pre-  tion  of  the  United  StaMa  eiuae  th*  ddMw4[) 
•eriM  bt  Ae eeeond  aaation  of  the  B^  Mt,  dajof  June,  one  tbiMMuideig]ithiiii2M«Mi 
mw  die  bofoie  be  U  Mtually  nataraliied,  the  twelve,  end  ihall  eaofa  be  Mated  rt  U] 
WMow  and  the  ohildi«n  of  moh  alien  ehall  be  length  in  the  reooid  of  the  eowt  ailipiHiMi 
oonaiderad  aa  utuene  of  the  United  States  eneh  alioi :  othenriae  he  ehall  not  be  iaimm^ 
tiad  ahall  be  entitled  to  alt  righte  and  privi-  to  have  oompUed  with  the  eonditiaH  leiniartti 
legeeaaenoh,  upon  taking  the  oathepreeoribed  for  beoomiog  a  citiien  of  the  Unitod  .aWiMHt 
If  law.  and  anj  prMeoded  admiioon  of  an  aliiB  iriwi 

Ai^nored,  Bfaroh  26, 1804.  ihall  have  arri?ed  within  the  llmite  aid  aatef 
the  joriadiotiou  of  the  United  SlatM  rineathir 
Mid  e 


An  act  for  the  regalation  of  eMmen  tm  board  Mid  ughtemth  daj  <^  June, 
the  pablio  and  private  veeaela  of  the  United  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  to  be  k 

Etatee.  ,  after  the  promnlgaUon  of  thia  aet   „. 

See.  12.  That  no  pereon  who  ihall  arrive  in   »°<*  ^^  '^  »^.  **'*'*^^*»  T^  *««*« 

the  United  Statei  Son.  and  after  the  time  '  »^all  bo  of  no  validity  or  effect  nnder  tbk^th 


when  thia  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  ad- 


aforeeaid. 


ilitted  to  leoom.  •  oiUieo  of  tko  Cnitod  .  .*"•  \'>!,"'"''  H"! JoUuiiglim™  eo«^ 
£m  who  >li.U  not  tot  tio  oontiniud  torn  <^^  ."l""  >!•.  "oujraod  to  uaihli  bah 
ot«™j»nncBlpr«o«dii,ihi.«taL»io««i  "i"™""  to  o.ta«i»li.p  mj  «r«  wk*  jiji 
•fora.^  h>™  .iildod  *thin  Ih.  CniUd  "■>  who  w»  nndioi  withu  lb<  IwU  i^j 
aiata^  withoul  homg  U  a,  Itoo  durin«  tho  "">"?  ">«  JotirfioOon  of  lh«  UuM  igtm  iti 
aid  In  ;i«n oot oflh.  Wiiilorj of  th.lJol-  "J >!"•  »"'7<«»  •'•  "S'*"'' '•J^f"*" 
ted  StktM  '  ""^  thoiuund  sOTon  hundred  mod  unolT^i^ibj 

Approrad.  Maroh  3. 1813.  and  the  fourteenth  day  of  Aprii,  one  tfcowJWi 

"  ._  I  eight  hundred  and  two,  anil  who,  bwiageiM- 

An  aol  «ippl«m.nlarj  to  the  aoU  heretofore  ,  ""^  f  "^'^  ''<™°  "P"^'  '•"IVmM, 

pa»ed  on  the  entail  of  an  uniform  mlo  of   "jj,""^""  ».'  ""•»"»»  lie.'™  »  "Omtrf 


Within  the  United  Statei  or  tite  territonee  '  hundred  and  four.  entiUed  "  An  act  in  S£, 
thereof;  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  Jane,  in  the  i  tion  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  eaUUieh  n  ■ 
jMT  one  Uwusand  wght  hundred  and  twelve,  unifo™  rui^  of  naturiJization,  and  to  NDmI  . 
who  had  before  that  daj  made  a  declaration,  ■  ^^  ^cto  heretofore  pawed  on  that  luMeoU'  " 
according  to  law  of  theur  mtentaoiu  to  become  Whenever  any  pereon  without  a  oertifleaU  of 
eiUiene  of  the  United_  Stettei,  or  who,  bj  the  g^^h  declaration  of  intenUon  a<  aforoMid  ahiUl 
exi8tmglawa<rftheUmtedState8,wereonthat  make  application  to  bo  admitted  a  oituea  of 
day  entitled  to  become  oitiiens  without  makmg  I  the  United  States,  it  ehaU  bo  proved,  to  the 
euoh  declaration,  may  be  admitted  to  become  1  wtisfaction  of  the  court,  that  the  appliouU 
atueoB  thereof,  notwithstanding  they  shall  ,  ^^  reBiding  within  the  limita  and  under  the 
be  alien  enemies  at  the  times  anJ  in  the  man- !  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  before  the 
ner  prescribed  by  the  laws  heretofore  pasBed  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
on  that  subject:  Provided,  That  nothmg  here-  hundred  and  two.  anihae  oontinued  to  reuds 
in  cootwned  shaU  be  taken  or  oonstoied  to  within  the  same,  or  he  shall  not  be  so  admitted.- 
interfere  vnth  or  prevent  the  apprehengion  And  the  residwice  of  the  applicant  vrithio  the 
and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien  limits  and  under  the  iurisdicUon  of  the  United 
f!?!'?^.^!.^?,^!  ?"^"°'  "^     *""  i  St>ite8  for  at  least  five  years  immedUtely  pn- 

^g^^    thfl  time  of  such  application  shall  ba   * 
provM  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  citi*<n» 
. ,         .  ,  of  the  United  States  ;  which  citiiens  shall  bo 

An  Bctrelative  to  evidence  in  oaaeaof  naturae    named  in  the  record  as  witneesos.     And  aueh 
liianon.  continued   residence  within    tho   limits    and 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  certificate  of  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stately 
report  and  renstey  required  as  evidence  of  the  when  satiefactoril  j  proved,  and  the  place  or 
time  of  arrivd  in  the  Unit«d  States,  according  places  where  the  applicant  has  reeided  for  at ' 
totheaeocmdsectionof  theactofthefoarteen£  .least  five  years,  as  aforexaid,  shall  be  stated 
of  April,  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  two,  '  and  set  forth,  togeiher  with  the  uames  of  euoh 
entitled  "  An  act  to  eataUiah  an  uniform  rule  oititens,  in  the  record  of  the  court  admitting 
of  naturaliaation,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  here- ,  the  applioant ;  otherwise  the  same  shall  not 
lefbre  passed  mi  that  snlneat,"  and  also  a  cer-  entitle  him  to  be  considered  and  deemed  k 
tificate  from  the  proper  derk  or  prothonotaiy  '  citiien  of  the  United  States. 
of  the  deolaration  of  intention,  made  before  a  I  Approved  March  22, 1819. 
court  of  reoord,  and  required  as  the  first  condi-  — 

lion,  aceoi^g  to  the  first  seetion  of  said  act, ,  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  "  An  act  to  aa- 
■haUbeezbibitfldbyever^alieniODbisapplica-i     tablish  an  umfhrm  rule  of  natttnlUatioi^ 
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and  to  repeal  Om  acta  faeMtofore  paoMd  on 

that  rahjecL" 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  anj  alien,  being  a 
fneirhite  person,  and  a  minor,  under  the  age 
of  twentj-one  jeors,  who  shail  hare  nwided 
in  the  United  States  three  years  next  preceding 
his  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  who  sfaBill  have  continued  to  reside  there- 
in to  the  time  he  mav  moke  appUoation  to  be 
admitted  a  citiien  thereof,  may,  after  he  ar- 
rtvee  at  the  ags  of  tweatv-one  years,  and  after 
be  shall  have  resided  five  jsnrs  #ithin  the 
United  States,  including  the  three  years  of 
hia  minority,  be  admitted  a  citiien  of  the 
United  States  without  having  made  the  decla' 
ration  required  in  the  first  condition  of  the 
fir«t  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  ad- 
dition three  years  previous  to  his  admisBion ; 
Proviilod.  Such  alien  shall  make  the  declara- 
tion required  therein  at  the  time  of  his  or  her 
admission  ;  and  shall  further  declare,  on  oath, 
and  prove,  to  the  satiafaction  of  the  court, 
that  tor  three^ears  next  preceding  it  has  been 
the  bona  fide  intention  of  such  alien  to  become 
a  eiUien  of  the  Unitoil  States,  and  shall  in  all 
other  respects  comply  with  the  laws  in  regard 
to  natural iiaUun. 

Se«.  2.  That  no  ceriificatos  of  citizenship 
or  naturaliEatiiin  hcrotufore  obtained  from  any 
eonrt  of  record  within  the  United  States  shall 
be  deemed  invalid  in  consequence  of  an  omi»- 
aion  to  onmply  with  the  requisition  of  the  first 
Motion  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
•ridenco  in  coseii  of  naturalization,"  passed  the 
twenty-second  <  lay  of 'March,  one  thousand  eight 
bandw  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  Thatthedci^larationrcquiredby the 
first  condition  specified  in  the  first  section  of 
the  aot  to  which  this  is  an  addition  shall,  if  the 
■wne  haa  Irocn  bonajidt  made  before  ths  clerk 
of  either  of  the  courts  in  the  said  condition 
named,  bea.'^valid  aa  if  it  had  been  made  before 
the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  4,  Thot  a  declaration  by  any  alien, 
being  a  free  white  person,  of  his  intended  ap- 

C"  ation  to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  tho  United 
tea,  moile,  in  the  manner  and  form  pre- 
■oribed  in  the  first  condition  specified  in  the 
Brst  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  ad- 
dition, two  years  before  his  admission,  shall  he 
a  •nfficient  compliance  with  said  condition,  any- 
tlung  in  the  said  act,  or  in  an^  subsequent  act. 
Id  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved  -May  26,  1834. 

&n  act  to  amend  the  acts  eonceming  naturali- 

Be  it  enacted,  kc..  That  the  second  section  of 
ibe  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
NMin  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
Ide  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,^'  which 
iru  pa«9cd  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one 
ihousand  eii;ht  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first 
lection  uf  the  act  entitled  "An  act  relative  to 
mdence  in  (si-<e«  of  natunilL«alion,"  passed  on 
ht  twenly-xevond  d;iy  of  .March,  one  thousand 
(il^t  hundreil  and  sixteen,  be,  and  the  same  ' 
ire  hcroljy,  repealed. 


:.  2.  That  any  alien,  b^g  a  free  white 


tween  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  eighteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  honored  and 
twelve,  and  who  has  continued  to  reside  witb- 
in  the  some,  m&y  be  admitted  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  without  having  made 
any  previous  declaration  of  his  intention  (o 
become  a'citizen :  Provided,  That  whenever  any 
person  without  a  certificate  of  such  declaration 
of  intention  shall  moke  application  to  be  ad- 
mitted a  citjien  of  the  Uuled  States,  it  shall 
be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that 
the  applicant  was  residing  within  the  limits 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
before  tho  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thon- 
'  sand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  haa  con- 
tinued to  reside  within  the  same,  or  he  shall 
not  be  BO  admitted ;  and  the  residence  of  the 
applicant  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
five  years  immediately  preceding  the  time  of 
such  application  shall  be  proved  by  the  oath  ol 
affirmation  of  citizens  ot  tho  United  States, 
which  citizens  shall  he  named  in  the  record  aa 
witnesses  ;  and  such  continued  residence  with- 
in the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  when  satisfaclorily  proved,  and 
the  place  or  places  where  the  applicant  luu 
resided  for  at  least  five  years,  as  aforesud, 
shall  be  stated  and  set  forfli,  together  with  die 
names  of  such  citizens,  in  the  record  of  the 
court  admitting  the  applicant:  otherwise  the 
same  shall  not  entitle  him  to  be  considered  and 
deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  24,  1828. 

An  act  to  amend   the  act  entitled  "  An  act 

for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the 

public   and   private  vessels  of  the  United 

States,"  passed  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 

hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  A«.,  That  the  last  clanse  of 

the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  hereby  amended, 

consisting   of   tlie   following  words,   to   wit, 

"without  being  at  any  time  during  the  sud 

five  years  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United 

States,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  June  26, 1848. 

Views  favorable  to  natoraliialion  expressed 

in  the  Convention  which  funned  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  Oovemeur  Morris  [Federalist]  moved 
to  insert  fourteen  years,  instead  of  fbur  years'   > 
citizenship,  as  a  qualification  for  senators. 

Mr.  Madison  (Republican)  was  not  adverse 
to  some  restrictions  on  this  subject,  but  coald 


effect  of  giviog  stability  and  reputation  to  oor 
Eovemmont,  great  numbers  of  respectable 
Europeans,  men  who  loved  liberty  and  wished 
to  partake  its  blessings,  will  be  ready  to  tran^ 
far  their  fortunes  hither.     All  socb  would  &A 
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Iba  mortillMikm  of  bang  mavkad  with  bob-  i  nmrng  at.  Amerioft  wit  indebt^^bQ  enjgp^ 
pidons  incmpaoities,  though  they  should  not :  tion  for  her  iettlement  and  profprntXi 
ooi?6ithe  poblk  honors.  He  was  not  appro-  Mr.  Wilson  (Republican)  rooBanod  thai 
henfliTB  that  any  dangerous  number  of  strati-  almost  all  the  ffenenJ  officers  of  the  f^^npiiylp 
gers  would  be  appointed  by  the  state  legisla- ;  Tania  line,  of  the  late  armr,  wiore  for9igirien» 
tares,  if  they  were  left  at  liberty  to  do  so ; !  and  no  complaint  had  ever  been  mado  ajp^Bst 
nor  that  foreign  powers  would  make  use  of  their  fideli^  or  merit  Three  of  her  deputies 
grangers  as  instruments  for  their  purposes,      to  the  Conrention,  Morris,  Fitxsimimonf^  wad 

Br.  Franklin  (Republican)  was  not  against  himself  were  also  not  naUvee. 
»  reasonable  time,  but  should  be  yery  sorry  to  On  the  modon  to  make  the  term  four  jesn 
■ee  anything  like  illiberality  inserted  in  the  instead  of  seven,  the  vote  stood :  Gdnneciieat, 
Ctmstitution.  The  people  in'  Europje  are  Maryland,  Virginia — ^Ares,  3.  New  Ila^p- 
friendly  to  this  country.  We  found,  in  the  shire,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey*  Pemsyt- 
cxmrse  of  the  Revolution,  that  many  stran^rs  vania,  Delaware,  North  Garolina^  South  Caio- 
■erred  us  faitUully,  and  that  many  natives  Una.  and  Georgia — Noes,  8. 
look  part  against  thdr  country.  When  for-  The  adverse  views  of  the  early  fiukhoa  of 
dgners,  after  looking  about  for  some  othw  the  republic,  who  were  opposed  to  natasalin. 

^^'^Z^^^^^ll^^^Z^F^^  *i<«»  will  be  found  under  the  h««i  of  -Maw. 
■ass,  give  preference  to  ours,  it  is  a  proof  oi         '  ^^     „ 

attachment  which  ou^t  to  excite  our  oonfi-  ^^  I»«tti«8.  

dimce  and  affection. 
Mr.  Randolph  (Republican)  never  could  Nebraska  and 


agree  to  the  motion  6r  diwbhnff  foreigners      rpm  whole  region  comprised 

for  fourteen  years  from  l^Jcipatang  in  the  boundaries  of  the  territories  of  NebiMk»  mad 
public  honors.  He  remmded  the  Conventoon  ^^^^g^  (excepting  that  portion  oa  ita  aoolh- 
of  the  lan^age  held  by  our  patnoto  during  ^^^  border  wKch  fomerly  behmflBd  Id 
tha  revolution,  and  the  pnnoiples  laid  down  m  ^exas),  originally  constituted  theliroSriHl 
an  the  American  constitutions.    He  would  go  ^  the  provmce  of  Louisiana.*    Tha      ^ 


"^  w!f  ^®°/i®*^uv"*  ^  farther.  ^^^  by  Texas,  not  incorporated  into  tlii  ter- 

Mr.  Wilson  (llepubbcan)  said  he  rose  with  ^tory  oY  New  Mexico,  c^nsisto  of  tha  Inel 

fMmgs  which  were  perhaps  peculiar,  menr  extending  from  the  north  boundaary  of  Taiai 

tionmg  the  circumstance  of  bis  not  being  a  n^  36*>  3(K)  to  the  Arkansas  River,  balwMB 

native,  and  the  pfysibility,  if  the  ideas  of  some  ^qqp  ^^  iq^o  ^^  longitude ;  and  also  of  tiial 

gmtlemen  should  be  pursued,  of  his  being  ^^^^^  ^trip  between  the  38th  pandkl  a»d 

capacitated  from  holding  a  place  under  the  the  Arkansas  river,  stretching  nSSi  towaids 

wy  Constitution  which  he  hi^  shared  the  the  42d  paraUel ;  which  together  are  roagMj 

trust  of  making.    He  remarked  the  ilbbe^  estimated   to   contain   about  30,000  mi^ 

complexion  which  the  motion  would  give  the  m^^ 

whole  system,  and  the  effect  which  a  ^       Yri^ce  acquired  its  claim  to  the  entire  Val- 

mt»m  would  have  m  mvitmjg  mentonous  i©y  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  discoveries  of 

foreigners  among  us,  and  the  discouragement  j^^^^  ^^^  Marquette,  in  June,  1673;  of  La 

and  mortification  they  must  feel  from  the  de-  g^y^^  ^y^^^  the  same  time,  who  gave  the  name 

grading  discnminaUon  now  proposed.  ^f  Louisiana  to  aU  the  region  between  the 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Moms,  the  vote  gonsalled  Illinois  country  (afterwards  called 

stood :  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  South  g^t  Louisiana)  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 

Carobna,  Georgia-Ayes,  4     Massachusetts,  declared  it  to  be  an  appendage  of  France ; 

Connecticut,  Pennsylvania^  Delaware,  Mary-  ^„  the  setUemente  miSe  on  the  shores  of 

land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina— Noes,  7.  Louisiana  Proper,  in  1699,  by  Iberville  and 

BIr.    Rutledge.    Seven    years    citizenship  Bienville ;   and  from  undisputed  possesnon 

having  been  required  for  the  House  of  Repre-  ^^1^  from  1712  to  1732,  under  the  cWter  of. 

sentatires,  surely  a  lonwr  time  is  requisite  ^o^^  xiV.    Adventurous  traders,  advanang 

for  the  Senate,  which  wiU  have  more  power,  f^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^d  south  into  the  interio^ 

On  the  question  for  nine  years :  New  Hamp-  established  their  posts  throughout  the  Valley, 

shire,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virgima,  South  ^^tU  they  possesS^  a  chain  of  forU  extend- 

Carolina,  Georgia— Ayes,  6.    Massachusette,  -      f^^^  ^^  Q^eat  Lakes  to  the  Gulf;  among 

Connecticut,  Penn8ylya.ni^  Maryland— Noes,  ^^^^^  ^^  port  Orleans,  built  in  1719,  on  the 

4.    North  Carolina  divided.  Missouri  River,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Osage, 

On  the  13th  August,  1787,  the  question  ^^  ^^e  present  town  of  Jefferson  City, 
again  came  up  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  seven,       j^  yj^^  ^^^^  ^e  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  between 

and  msert  four  years,  as  the  reouired  term  for  q^^^.  Britain  and  France,  the  hitter  oom- 


faun  the  character  of  UberaUty  which  had  ^j    j  ^ver,  with  New  Orleans,  Ac.  This  was 

been  professed  m  aU  the  constitutions  and  J[j! 1 

jublications  of  AmerioL   He  wished  to  invite     ,  ^  ba^nning  of  thi.  dupur  la  fh>m  a  hMoikU  aun. 

foreigners  of  merit  and  republican  principles  ttw  bj  OuiriM  Ooii:^,  a.  m. 
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fK>t  published  until  1764,  after  the  general 
"  Treaty  of  Paris,"  made  in  1763,  by  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  vrhen  France 
ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain,  with  all  of  the 
J^juisiana  Province  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
Thus  France  disposed  of  all  her  territory  in 
North  America.  In  1764,  the  settlemett  of 
St.  Louis  was  commenced ;  and  by  this  event 
a  new  impulse  was  given  to  the  foundation  of 
trading  posts  and  small  settlements  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Missouri 
river. 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  at  the  close  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  the  United  States  ac- 
quired from  Great  Britain  all  of  East  Louisi- 
ana; and  Spain,  retaining  her  previous  pos- 
ee^sions,  received  in  addition  tlie  whole  of 
Florida.  Settlements  now  rapidly  increased 
along  the  banks  of  the  CTeat  nvers,  and  trade 
flourished.  The  United  States  obtained  (Oct. 
20,  1795)  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  had  become  an  urgent  public 
want;  but  Spain  afterwards  threw  so  many 
obstacles  in  tne  way  of  trade,  that  it  is  proba- 
ble hostilities  with  that  nation  were  only  pre- 
vented by  its  coding  Louisiana  to  France, 
March  21,  1801,  in  accordance  with  the 
treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  on  Oct.  1,  1800. 

About  this  period  general  attention  was 
drawn,  by  many  circumstances,  to  a  consider- 
ation of  the  probable  destiny  of  the  Great 
Mississippi  Valley ;  and  the  earnest  sentiment 
of  our  people  bigan  to  be  generally  manifest 
in  the  public  press,  which,  with  great  unani- 
mity, called  on  Congress  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  purchasing  the  entire  province. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  deeming  it  desirable  that  the 
country  should  at  once  be  explored,  addressed 
Congress  Jan.  18,  1803,  recommending  that 
means  for  such  purpose  be  taken  without 
delay ;  and,  his  suggestions  having  been  ap- 
proved, he  commissioned  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke  to  explore  the  Missouri  and  its  princi- 
pal branches  to  their  sources.  Negotiations 
were  commenced  with  France ;  and  the  con- 
dition of  her  affairs  so  favored  the  projected 
purchase,  that  it  wa^  soon  consummated.  The 
treaty  of  Paris,  signed  April  13,  1803,  and 
perfected  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  trans- 
ferred Loui<»iana,  with  all  its  rights,  &<5.,  to 
the  United  States,  for  the  sum  of  60,000,000 
francs,  and  the  country  was  surrendered  in 
December  following. 

By  the  act  of  March  20,  1804,  the  coun- 
try was  divided  into  two  sections:  the  first 
consisting  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  or  the 
present  state  of  Louisiana ;  while  the  rest  was 
constituted  a  district  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  the  district  of  Louisiana ; 
over  which  the  American  authority  was  insti- 
tuted on  the  19th  October  ensuing,  by  Gen. 
W.  H.  Harrison,  then  Governor  of  Indiana. 

The  territory  of  Missouri  was  established 
(July  4,  1805),  though  under  the  name  of 
Territorv  of  Louisiana,  and  thus  called  until 
July  4,  1812. 

The  territory  of  Missouri  increased  so 
rapidly  in  nopulation,  that  as  early  as  1818 


its  admission  as  a  state  was  considered  in 
Congress. 

From  1819  to  the  present  time,  the  proceed- 
ings of  Conn-ess  relative  to  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  with  the  events  directly  resulting 
therefrom,  form  the  main  parts  of  their  his- 
tory. In  1819,  the  territory  of  Arkansas  was 
established ;  and  the  application  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Missouri  for  permission  to  form  a 
state  constitution  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Then  (1819,  and  2d  session  15  th  Con- 
gress), the  House  of  Representatives  passed 
the  latter  bill,  with  its  amendment,  restricting 
slavery,  which  was  struck  out  by  the  Senate. 
Each  House  persisted  in  adhering  to  its  ac- 
tion; and  in  consequence  of  this  disagree- 
ment the  bill  was  lost. 

Sixteenth  Congress— 1819-1821.— In  Dec. 
1819,  a  bill  was  reported,  authorizing  the 
formation  of  a  state  constitution  for  Missouri, 
which  was  finally  passed,  embracing  the  cele- 
brated Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  Douglas  of  111.  gave  notice  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  December  11,  1844,  of 
a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  esta- 
blish the  territory  of  Nebraska.  On  Decem- 
ber 17  he  introduced  said  bill,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories.  The  committee  reported  (January 
7,  1845),  an  amendatory  bill,  and  this  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
but  no  further  action  was  taken  on  it  during 
the  session.  Mr.  Douglas  (January,  1845), 
also  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  militaiy 
posts  in  Nebraska ;  which  was  read,  referred, 
reported,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wnole,  but  was  not  further  acted  upon. 

Thirtieth  Congress— 1847-9.— At  the  first 
session  was  presented  the  memorials  of  the 
legislature  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  territorial  government  in  Nebraska, 
and  in  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the 
8th  sec.  of  Act  of  March  6,  1820.  On  March 
15,  1848,  Mr.  Douglas  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  the  territory  of  Nebraska,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred.  It  was  reported  or 
April  20,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
2oth  succeeding ;  but  it  was  neither  taken  up 
on  that  day,  nor  again  referred  to  during  the 
session.  A  bill  of  Mr.  Borland's,  attacking 
Nebraska  to  the  surveying  district  of  Arkan- 
sas, was  also  referred  and  not  afterwards  con- 
sidered. 

At  the  second  session  (1848-9),  the  Senate 
commenced  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  but 
ordered  its  re-commitment  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  and  nothing  afterwards  was 
done. 

Second  Session — 1852-53. — In  the  Senate, 
Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  early  introduced  a  reso- 
lution, which  was  passed,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  organizing  the  territory;  but  no 
further  action  was  taken  until  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  passed  its  bill  for  that 
purpose.  The  proceeaines  of  the  House  on 
this  subject  were  as  fofiows : — On  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  Mr.  HaU  gave  notioe  of  a 
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bill  for  "  organising  the  territory  of  Platte," 
(or  Nebraska),  and  presented  it  on  the  ensu- 
ing Monday.  On  December  17,  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Guthrie,  for  a  scat  as  a  delegate 
from  Nebraska,  was  received  and  referred. 
The  Committee  on  Territories  reported  their 
bill  for  organizing  Nebraska,  February  2, 
1853;  and  the  next  week  it  was  debated  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Having  l)een  con- 
sidered for  tlitee  days  (February  8,  9,  and 
10),  it  was  passed  un  the  latter  day.  The 
Senate  received  it  next  day  (Feb.  11),  and  at 
once  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, which  reported  it  on  the  17th  without 
amendment.  Further  proceedings  were  not 
taken  until  March  2 ;  when  efforts  were  made 
by  Mr.  Douglas  and  its  friends  to  get  its  con- 
sideration, though  without  avail.  On  March 
3,  it  was  again  pressed ;  but  the  Senate  laid 
it  on  the  table. 

[Sec  next  column  on  this  page  for  vote  and 
details  of  these  proceedings.] 

ACTION     OF     INnABITANTS     OF     NEBRASKA,     IN 

1853. 

The  citizens  of  Nebraska,  and  of  the  states 
bordering  that  territory,  were  much  disap- 

tK)inted  by  the  Semite's  neglecting  to  pass  the 
;ill  organizing  the  territory.  Consultations 
were  fre<(ueiitly  held  during  the  summer  of 
1853,  at  the  various  settlements;  and  at 
length  it  was  pn)posed  to  hold  a  general  con- 
vention of  the  iuhaY)itants  of  the  territory,  as 
a  united  demonstration  in  favor  of  its  organi- 
zation. This  was  held  at  the  Wyandotte  Mis- 
sion, July  20,  1853,  when  resolutions  were 
ailopted  in  favor  ()f  elocting  a  delegate  to  Con- 

fress,  and  provisional  officers  wore  chosen. 
'hese  officers,  on  August  1  ensuing,  an- 
nounced tbat  an  election  for  such  purpose 
would  be  held  at  Bclleview  and  other  places, 
on  the  11th  October.  Before  the  election,  a 
general  notice  was  published  of  a  preliminary 
convention  at  Kickapoo,  on  September  20 : 
and  the  following  is  a  copy  of  this  call.  The 
notes  in  brackets,  here  appemled  to  the  names 
of  its  signers,  ^vere  not  of  course,  on  tho  ori- 
ginal notice,  but  were  furnished  to  the  author 
by  a  member  of  Congress : — 

CONVENTION    AND    BARnECUE. 

The  citizens  of  Nebraska,  including  the 
chiefs  and  leading  men  of  its  Indian  tribes, 
are  invited  to  attend  a  Crrand  Barliocue  and 
Meeting  in  Mass  Convention,  at  Kickaj)o<>, 
near  Fort.  Leavenworth,  on  Tucsdav,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1S53. 

The  object  of  this  call  is  to  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  projier  rules  for  the  proposed  eloc- 
tion  of  a  delegate  in  Octolicr  next,  and  such 
interest  in  it  as  shall  make  the  election  the 
fair  expression  of  the  wishes  and  ])rererences 
of  the  entire  resident  population  who  are  al- 
ready citizens,  or  desire  to  become  such  ;  and 
to  prepare  such  instructions  to  said  delegate, 
as  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  expedit- 
ing the  organization  of  the  territory  and  its 


Si 

o 
B 

2 


settlement  by  the  whites,  without  detrimtiii 

to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 
H.  Rich,  Fort   Leavenworth,    [Satlor   al 

Fort  LJ 
W.  F.  Dyer,  [Licensed  Trader.] 
Rev.  Joel  Grover,  [Missionary.] 
II.  Dawson,  Kickapoo,  [Farmer.] 
Rev.  Thomas  Johnson,  Shawnee  Mission, 

[one  of  the  Nebraska  delegates.] 
R.  C.  Miller,  [Trader,] 
John  Pate,  [Clerk.] 
Peter  Dessout,  [Half-breed,] 
Lewis  Vieaux,        do., 
Chas.  Yieaux,         do., 
Fred.  Sloyce,  do.,  Soldier's  Creek, 

George  Dyer,  [Clerk  for  Trader.] 
Joseph  Lorton,  [has  an  Indian  wife.] 
Joseph  La  Frombois,  [Half-breed.] 
Joseph  Kennedy,  Pleasant-Ridge,  [Indian 

wife.] 

A.  S.  Smith,  do. 

H.  Weld,  do. 

John  Ogee,  [Baptist  Mission.] 

Dr.  Bowton,  [at  the  Union  MissionJ 

J.  Preston,  Union  Town,  [Clerk  for  Trader.] 

E.  G.  Booth,  [Clerk  for  Trader.] 

Dr.  Palmer. 

A.  Higbee,  [Indian  family.] 

J.  AVilson,  [St.  Mary's  Catholic  Mission.] 

Robert  W.   Wilson,    Fort  Riley,    [Sutler, 

Clerk  for  IL  Rich.] 

A  provisional  government,  was  the  result 
of  this. 

32d  Congress. — 2d  session. — A  bill  provid- 
ing a  territorial  government  for  Nebraska, 
embracing  all  of  what  is  now  the  territories 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  was  introduced  in 
the  House  by  Mr.  Richards<»n  of  111.,  and 
passed  that  body  on  the  8th  of  Feb.  1853.  It 
was  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise.  The  vote  in  the  House 
on  its  passage  was  as  follows : — 

Yfas— >Iew«r»i.  rimrl.-n  AILmj  of  Mrkr.,  Willie  Allco  of  TIU 
Alli«u»n  <.f  l'»..  BhlnK-k  <.f  N.  Y.,  Iktrrere  of  0^  It^U  of  0., 
HIliiirhHus  of  Pa..  lluOiy  of  (>..  Joh.  ChMh  of  0..  Lewia  D. 
Cauiphi'll  of  o.,  ThonipK'in  CaiiipU>ll  of  HI,.  Cartter  of  O., 
Clnrk  of  la..  Clrvelaiid  of  Coiiii..  Clin^nnan  of  N.  C  Dmrby 
of  Mil..  .lohii  <i.  Davis  of  Tn<l.,  Dawson  of  I>a  ,  Ik-an  of  X.  Y., 
Diinii'k  of  I'a..  Itoty  of  Wik..  Duncan  of  MafK.,  Durk«^  of 
\yu.,  KnRlDi.'tn  of  W'ia..  fAl^r^-rton  of  (>.,  K^annof  Md.,  Fick- 
lin  of  III.  Fitch  of  Ind.,  Flop'nce  of  I'a..  itamble  of  IHl, 
<iaylonl  of  O..  Gid<iini;a  of  ()..  Ciilniort'  of  I'a..  Unodrirh  of 
.^IaJ^<^..  (lormun  "f  Ind..  (Jrvt-n  of  <•..  (Jn-y  of  Kj..  Crow  of 
I'a..  Ilnll  of  Mo..  Harper  of  O..  Hart  uf  X.  Y.,  H^ndrlt-ki  of 
Ind..  Ilil*banl  of  N.  H..  Ilolladay  of  Va.,  John  W.  IIowh  of 
I'a.,  Tliontaa  Y.  IIow  of  X.  Y..  Inp'rsoll  uf  Conn.,  Iws  of  N. 
v.,  JenkioK  of  X.  Y.,  Andrew  .TolinKou  of  Tvnn..  JolmroD 
of  ()..  J.  (ilancy  Jonon  of  I'a..  l*rvKt4in  Kiufr  uf  X.  Y..  Landry 
(•f  I^..  LittlH  of  Maw*.,  Lorkbart  of  Ind..  Mare  of  Ind.,  Maon 
of  Mat^fi..  .McDonald  of  M«.,  .McMnllin  of  Va.,  McXalr  of  I'a., 
^lilltT  of  Mo..  Molony  of  111.,  llonry  D.  MiN)n'  of  l*a..  Mom 
Kou  of  I*a.,  Murray  of  N.  Y..  XfwU>n  of  0..  Andrew  Parkar 
of  I'a..  I'cnninian  of  Mich.,  IVrkintt  of  X.  II..  Porter  of  Mo., 
Powell  of  Va..  Price  of  X.  J..  Kch.!  of  Mc.  Kichardauu  of  IIh 
Kobbina  of  Pa.,  IU)hie  of  X.  Y.,  f^abin  of  Vt .  Ori^ten  S.  Sey- 
mour of  Conn.,  Skelton  of  X.  J.,  Sniiwr  of  Me..  Smith  of  Ala, 
Henjaniin  Stanton  of  0..  Stone  uf  Kv..  St.  Martin  of  Iji. 
Stratton  of  X.  .1..  Stuart  of  Mlih..  Tavior  of  O..  Thiinitoo  of 
K.  1.,  Townwhend  of  O..  Walbri.i.'e  of  N.  Y.,  Ward  of  Ky., 
Wahhburne  of  Me..  Watkin>  of  Tcnn..  W.lcli  of  O.,  Well*  of 
X.  v.,  Williams  of  Tenn..  Yate»  nf  111.— ys. 

X.\Y!*. — Mex^^<.  Ab«>n-ninibic  of  Ala.,  W  illiam  Appletoii  of 
MaKg.,  ATen^tt  of  Va.,  Hm-otk  of  Va..  Howie  of  Md..  BrookJ 
of  X.  Y.,  AIlMTt  O.  Ilrown  of  Miw..  C:iKKie  of  Va..  CliNictala 
of  Ga.,  Cobb  of  (ia.,  CiilwK.'k  of  S.  C,  Cottman  of  Md.,  banM 
of  N.  C,  Dockery  of  N.  C.,  Dunham  of  lod.,  Kduiundion  of 
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V«„  Samwn  W.  Harrif  of  AUl,  Emwm  of  N.  T^  Haren  of  N. . 
Y^  HtDQ  of  Ift^  Horafcrd  of  N.  Y^  Uoostoa  of  Ala..  Howard  ! 
of  Tez^  Thomas  M.  ilowe  of  Pa.,  Jackjon  of  Ga.,  George  W. 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Letcher  of  Va^  McQueen  of  8.  C,  Heacham 
of  TU  unison  of  YtL,  Morehead  of  N.  C,  Orr  of  a  a,  Outlaw 
of  N.  C,  Kosa  of  Pa.,  SUnley  of  N.  C,  Abraham  P.  Stephens 
of  N.  Y.,  Stfother  of  Va.,  Sutherland  of  N.  Y.,  Tenable  of 
N.  C^  Wallace  of  S.  C,  Walsh  of  Md.,  WUdrkk  of  N.  J., 
Woodward  of  &  C— 4S. 

During  the  debate  on  this  bill  on  the  8th  of 
Feb.»  1853,  the  following  dialogue  took  place: 

Mr.  John  W.  Howe.  I  wish  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings  | ,  whom 
I  see  in  his  seat  now,  and  who  I  believe  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  why 
the  Ordinance  of  1787  is  not  incorporated  in 
this  bill  ?  [Laughter.]  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  he  or  the  committee  were  intimidated 
on  account  of  the  platforms  of  1852.  [Laugh- 
ter.] The  ^ntleman  pretends  to  be  something 
of  an  Anti-Slavery  man ;  at  least  I  have  under- 
stood BO. 

Mr.  GiDDiNOS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Kichardson],  I 
will  say  to  my  friend  that  the  south  line  of 
this  territory  is  36  deg.  30  min.  The  law 
authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
state  government,  enacted  in  1820,  provides  in 
express  language — 

**  That  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Loui- 
siana, which  lies  north  of  36  deg.  30  min. 
north  latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  state  contemplated  by  that  act  (Mis- 
tfouri),  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude, 
otherwise  than  for  crimes  whereof  the  parties 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  for  ever  prohibited." 

This  law  (said  Mr.  Giddings)  stands  perpe- 
tually, and  I  did  not  think  that  this  act  would 
receive  any  increased  validity  by  a  re-enact^ 
raent.  There  I  leave  the  matter.  It  is  very 
dear  that  the  territory  included  in  that 
treaty  must  be  for  ever  free,  unless  that  law 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  John  W.  Howe.  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if  he  has  not 
some  recollection  of  a  compromise  made  since 
that  time  ? 

Mr.  Giddings.  That  does  not  affect  the 
question. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Df^uglas  having  reported  the  Ilouse  Bill 
Ymck,  without  amendment,  it  was  laid  on  the 
tflble,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Weller,  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

TXAS. — Meeitra.  Adams  of  Miss..  Bayard  of  Del.,  Bell  of 
Tsx.  Borland  of  Ark.,  Brodhead  of  Pa.,  Butler  of  8.  C,  Da- 
vis of  Slass.,  Dawson  of  Oa.,  De  Sans^ure  of  8.  C,  Downs  of 
l^..  ri-4h  of  N.  Y.,  Fitspatrlck  of  Ala..  Houston  of  Tex., 
Ilttoter  of  Ya.,  Mallory  of  Fla.,  Morton  of  Fla.,  Phelps  of  Vt, 
Koak  of  Tex.,  Sebastian  of  Arlc,  Smith  of  (X>nn.,  Soule  of 
l4L.  Spmanee  of  Del.,  Underwood  of  Kr. — 23. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Atchison  of  Mo.,  Bright  of  Ind.,  Oooper  of 
Pis..  Dodge  of  Wis.,  Dodge  of  la.,  Douglas  of  III.,  Felch  of 
Midb.,  Foot  of  Yt.,  Oeyer  of  Mo.,  Hamlin  of  Me.,  Jones  of 
fa.,  Norrls  of  N.  H.,  Shields  of  111..  Toncer  of  Conn.,  Wade 
oTO.,  Walker  of  Wis.,  Weller  of  Gal.— 17. 

During  the  debate  on  this  question  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  were  made : — 

Mr.  Atchison.  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair.)  I 
did  not  expect  opposition  to  this  measure  from 
the  quarter  from  which  it  comes — ^from  Texas 


and  from  Mississippi.  I  had  thought  that 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  lovra,  were  more 
particularly  interested  in  this  question. 

Mr.  President,  I  vrill  now  state  to  the  Senate 
the  views  which  induced  me  to  oppose  this  pro- 
position in  the  early  part  of  the  session. 

I  had  two  objections  to  it.  One  was  that 
the  Indian  title  m  that  territory  had  not  been 
extinguished,  or  at  least  a  very  small  portion 
of  it  had  been.  Another  was  the  Missouri 
compromise,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the 
slavery  restriction.  It  was  my  opinion  at  that 
time — ^and  I  am  not  now  very  clear  on  that 
subject — that  the  law  of  Congress,  when  the 
state  of  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
excluding  slavery  from  the  territory  of  Louisi- 
ana nortn  of  3d  deg.  30  min.,  would  be  en- 
forced in  that  territorv  unless  it  was  specially 
rescinded ;  and,  whether  that  law  was  in  ac- 
cordance vrith  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  or  not,  it  would  do  its  work,  and  that 
work  would  be  to  preclude  slaveholders  from 
going  into  that  territory.  But  when  I  came  to 
look  into  that  question,  I  found  that  there  was 
no  prospect,  no  hope  of  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  excluding  slavery  from  that  ter- 
ritoiy.  Now,  sir,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  at 
this  moment,  at  this  hour,  and  for  all  time  to 
come,  I  should  oppose  the  organization  or  the 
settlement  of  that  territory  unless  mv  consti- 
tuents and  the  constituents  of  the  whole  South, 
of  the  slave  states  of  the  Union,  could  go  into 
it  upon  the  same  footing,  with  equal  rights  and 
equal  privileges,  carrying  that  species  of  pro- 
perty with  them  as  other  people  of  this  Union, 
les,  sir,  I  acknowledge  that  that  would  have 
governed  me,  but  I  have  no  hope  that  the  re- 
striction will  ever  be  repealed. 

I  have  always  been  or  opinion  that  the  first 
great  error  committed  in  the  political  history 
of  this  country  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
rendering  the  Northwest  Territory  free  terri- 
tory. The  next  great  error  was  the  Missouri 
compromise.  But  they  arc  both  irremediable. 
There  is  no  remedy  for  them.  We  must  sub- 
mit to  them.  I  am  prepared  to  do  it.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Missouri  compromise  cannot 
be  repealed.  So  far  as  that  question  is  con- 
cerned, we  might  as  well  agree  to  the  admis- 
sion of  this  territory  now  as  next  year,  or  five 
or  ten  years  hence. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  January 
4,  1856,  Mr.  Douglas,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,*  to  wnom  had  been  referred  a  bill 
introduced  by  Mr.  Dodge  of  Iowa,  to  organise 
the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  reported  back  the 
same  with  amendments  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port, as  follows : — 

The  principal  amendments  which  your  com- 
mittee deem  it  their  duty  to  commend  to  the 
favorable  action  of  the  Senate,  in  a  special  re- 
port, are  those  in  which  the  principles  estab- 
lished by  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  so 
far  as  tlioy  are  applicable  to  territorial  organi- 
zations, are  proposed  to  be  affirmed  and  carried 

*  The  er  mmittev  on  tarrttories  of  the  Senate  eoasltted  of 
Messrs.  Douglas  of  111.  Houston  <tf  Tez^  Joknson  of  ▲rk* 
B«U  of  Teuu.,  Jones  of  !».,  and  Bvwett  or  Man. 
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into  practical  operation  within  the  limits  of  the 
new  territory. 

The  wisdom  of  those  measures  is  attested, 
not  loss  hy  their  salutary  and  beneficial  effects, 
in  allaying  sectional  agitation  and  restoring 
peace  and  harmony  to  an  irritated  and  dis- 
tracted people,  than  by  the  cordial  and  almost 
universal  approbation  with  which  they  have 
been  rccoiveu  and  sanctioned  by  tlie  whole 
country.  In  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
those  measures  were  intended  to  have  a  far 
more  comprehensive  and  endurine  effect  than 
the  mere  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  arising 
out  of  the  recent  acquisition  of  Mexican  terri- 
tory. They  were  designed  to  establish  certain 
great  principles,  whicli  would  not  only  furnish 
adequate  remedies  for  existing  evils,  but,  in  all 
time  to  come,  avoid  the  perils  of  a  similar  agi- 
tation, by  withdrawing  tne  question  of  slavery 
from  the  halls  of  Con<^res8  and  the  political 
arena,  and  committing  it  to  tlie  arbitrament  of 
those  who  were  immodiatcly  interested  in,  and 
alone  responsible  for  its  consequences.  With 
the  view  of  confunning  their  action  to  what 
Uiey  regard  the  settled  |M)licy  of  the  govern- 
ment, sanctioned  by  the  approving  voice  of  the 
American  people,  your  committee  have  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  incorporate  and  perpetuate,  in 
tlieir  territorial  bill,  the  principles  and  spirit 
of  those  measures.  If  any  other  consideration 
were  necessary,  to  render  the  propriety  of  this 
course  iinperutive  upon  the  committee,  they 
may  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  Nebraska 
country  occupies  the  same  relative  position  to 
the  slavery  question,  as  did  New  Mexico  and 
Utah,  when  those  territories  were  organized. 

It  was  a  disputed  point,  whether  slavery  was 
prohibited  by  law  in  the  rountry  acquired  from 
Mexico.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  contended, 
as  a  legal  proposition,  that  slavery  having  been 
prohibited  by  the  enactments  of  Mexico,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  nations,  we  received  the 
country  witli  all  its  local  laws  and  domestic 
institutions  attachotl  to  the  soil,  so  far  as  they 
did  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  a  law,  either  protect- 
ing or  prohibiting  slavery,  w;is  not  repugnant 
to  that  instrument,  as  w;us  evidenced  by  the 
fact,  that  one-half  of  the  states  of  the  Union 
tolerated,  while  the  other  half  prohibited,  the 
institution  of  slavery.  On  the  other  hand  it 
was  insisted,  that  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  every  citizen  had  a  right 
to  remove  to  any  territory  of  the  Union,  and 
carry  his  property  with  him  under  the  protec- 
tion of  law,  whether  that  property  consisted  in 
persons  or  things.  The  difficulties  arising  from 
this  diversity  of  opinion  were  greatly  aggra- 
vated by  the  fact,  that  there  were  many  per- 
sons on  both  sides  of  the  legal  controversy  who 
were  unwilling  to  abide  the  decision  of  the 
courts  on  the  legal  matters  in  dispute  ;  thus, 
among  those  who  claimed  that  the  Mexican 
laws  were  still  in  force,  and  consequently  that 
slavery  was  already  prohibited  in  those  terri- 
tories by  valid  enactment,  there  were  many 
who  insisted  upon  Congress  making  the  matter  j 
certain,  by  enacting  another  prohibition.    In  j 


like  manner,  some  of  those  who  srgaed  thfti 
the  Mexican  laws  had  ceased  to  hftve  any  bind- 
ing force,  and  that  the  Constitution  tolerated 
and  protected  slave  property  in  those  territo- 
ries, were  unwilling  to  trust  the  decision  of  the 
courts  upon  that  point,  and  insisted  that  Con- 
gress should,  by  oirect  enactment,  remove  all 
legal  obstacles  to  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  those  territories. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  controversy, 
in  respect  to  the  territory  acquired  from  Mex- 
ico, a  similar  question  has  arisen  in  regard  to 
the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  the  proposed  terri- 
tory of  Nebraska  when  the  Inaian  laws  shall 
be  withdrawn,  and  the  country  thrown  open 
to  emigration  and  settlement.  By  Uie  Still  see-  » 
tion  of"  an  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  I 
Missouri  territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states,  and  to  prohibit  slave- 
ry in  certain  territories,"  approved  March  6, 
1820,  it  was  provided :  "  That,  in  all  that  tei^ 
ritory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north 
of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
state  contemplated  by  this  act,  slaveir  and 
involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  tba 
punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  parties  shall 
nave  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by, forever  prohibited:  Provided  always.  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state 
or  territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugi- 
tive may  lie  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  convcyeJ 
to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  ser- 
vice, as  aforesaid." 

Under  this  section,  as  in  the  case  of  ilie 
Mexican  taw  in  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  it  is  a 
disputed  point  whether  slavery  is  prohibitoil  in 
the  Nebraska  country  byra/itf  enactment.  The 
decisirm  of  this  question  involves  the  couMitn- 
tional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  prescri!»- 
ing  and  regulating  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  various  territories  of  the  Union.  lu  the 
opinion  of  those  eminent  statesmen,  wh<»  hoM 
that  Congress  is  invested  with  no  rightful  au- 
thority to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  territories,  the  8th  secti(m  of  the  act  pre- 
paratorv  to  the  admission  of  Miss^mri  is  null 
and  void ;  while  the  prevailing  sentiment  in 
large  portions  of  the  Union  sustains  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
secures  to  every  citizen  an  inalienable  right  to 
move  into  any  of  the  territories  witli  his  pnn 
perty,  of  whatever  kind  and  description,  and 
to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  under  the  sanction 
of  law.  Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  these 
controverted  questions.  They  involve  the  same 
grave  issues  which  produced  the  agitation,  the 
sectional  strife,  and  tne  fearful  stru;:i;le  «>r  1  Sot*. 
As  Congress  deemed  it  wise  and  ]»rnfleut  to 
refrain  from  deciding  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy then,  either  by  affirming  or  repealling  the 
Mexican  laws,  or  bv  an  act  declaratory  of  tlie 
true  intent  of  the  Constitution  aud  the  extent 
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of  the  protection  afforded  by  it  to  slare  proper- 
ty in  tne  territories,  so  your  committee  are  not 
prepared  now  to  recommend  a  departure  from 
the  course  pursued  on  that  memorable  occa- 
sion, either  uy  affirming  or  repealing  the  8th 
section  of  the  Missouri  act,  or  by  any  act  de- 
claratory of  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  in 
respect  to  the  legal  points  in  dispute. 

lour  committee  deem  it  fortunate  for  the 
peace  of  the  country  and  the  security  of  the 
Union,  that  the  controversy  then  resulted  in 
the  adoption  of  the  compromise  measures, 
which  the  two  great  political  parties,  with  sin- 
gular unanimity,  have  affirmed  as  a  cardinal 
article  of  their  faith,  and  proclaimed  to  the 
world,  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  controversy 
and  an  end  of  the  agitation.  A  due  respect, 
therefore,  for  the  avowed  opinions  of  senators, 
as  wellas  a  propensense  of  patriotic  duty,  enjoins 
opon  your  committee  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles, 
and  even  a  literal  adoption  of  the  enactments 
of  that  adjustment  in  all  their  territorial  bills, 
80  far  as  the  same  are  not  locally  inapplicable. 
Those  enactments  embrace,  among  other  things 
less  material  to  the  matters  under  considera- 
tion, the  following  provisions : 

"  When  admitted  as  a  state,  the  said  terri- 
tory, or  any  portion  of  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union,  vrith  or  without  slavery, 
as  their  constitution  may  prescribe  at  the  time 
of  their  admission." 

•*  That  the  legislative  power  and  authority 
of  said  territory  shall  be  vested  in  the  gov- 
ernor and  a  legislative  assembly.'' 

"  That  the  Tepslative  power  of  said  terri- 
tory shall  extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of  le- 
gislation, consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  provisions  of  this 
act ;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil ;  no  tax 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other  pro- 
perty of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher  tnan 
the  lands  or  other  property  of  residents.*' 

**  Writs  of  error  ana  appeals  from  the  final 
decisions  of  said  supreme  court  shall  be  al- 
lowed, and  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  under  the  same  regulations  as  from 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  where 
the  value  of  the  property  or  the  amount  in 
controversy,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  either  party,  or  other  competent 
witness,  shall  exceed  one  thousand  dollars, 
except  only  that,  in  all  cases  involving  title  to 
slaves,  the  said  writs  of  error  or  appeals  shall 
be  allowed  and  decided  by  the  saia  supreme 
court,  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  mat- 
ter, property,  or  title  in  controversy;  and 
except,  also,  that  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal 
shall  also  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  decisions  of  the  said 
supreme  court  created  by  this  act,  or  of  any 
judge  thereof,  or  of  the  district  courts  crea- 
ted by  this  act,  or  of  any  judge  thereof,  upon 
any  writ  of  habeas  corpus  involving  the  ques- 
tion of  personal  freedom ;  and  each  of  the  said 


district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  as  is 
vested  in  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  said  supreme  and  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  said  territory,  and  the  re- 
spective iudges  thereof,  shall  and  may  grant 
writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  same  are  granted  by  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

To  which  may  be  added  the  following  pro- 
position affirmed  by  the  act  of  1850,  known  as 
the  fugitive  slave  law : — 

That  the  provisions  of  the  "  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  approved 
February  12,  1793,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
'*  act  to  amend  and  supplementary  to  the  afore- 
said act,  approved  September  l!s,  1850,  shall 
extend  to,  and  be  in  force,  in  all  the  organized 
territories,"  as  well  as  in  the  various  states  of 
the  Union. 

From  these  provisions  it  is  apparent  that 
the  compromise  measures  of  1850  affirm  and 
rest  upon  the  following  propositions : — 

First:  That  all  (juestions  pertaining  to 
slavery  in  the  territories,  and  in  the  new  states 
to  be  formed  therefrom,  are  to  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  people  residing  therein,  by 
their  appropriate  representatives,  to  be  chosen 
by  them  for  that  purpose. 

Second :  That  **  all  cases  involving  title  to 
slaves"  and  "  questions  of  personal  freedom," 
are  referred  to  the  adjudication  of  the  local 
tribunals,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States. 

Third :  That  the  nrovisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  fugi- 
tives from  service,  is  to  be  carried  into  faithful 
execution  in  all  "the  organized  territories" 
the  same  as  in  the  states.  The  substitute  for 
the  bill  which  your  committee  have  prepared, 
and  which  is  commended  to  the  favorable 
action  of  the  Senate,  proposes  to  carry  these 
propositions  and  principles  into  practical  ope- 
ration, in  the  precise  language  ol  the  compro- 
mise measures  of  1850. 

Mr.  Dodge's  bill,  for  which  Judge  Douglas 
reported  a  substitute,  was  silent  on  the  subject 
of  slavery. 

The  substitute  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, accompanying  the  foregoing  report, 
contained  the  following  provision  : — 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  that  all  that  part  of  the 
United  States  included  within  the  following 
limits,  except  such  portions  thereof  as  are 
hereinafter  expressly  exempted  from  the  ope- 
rations of  this  act,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  the 
southwest  comer  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
thence  running  west  on  the  line  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude, 
until  it  intersects  the  one  hundred  and  third 
meridian  of  longitude  west  of  Greenwich; 
thence  north,  on  the  said  meridian,  until  it 
intersects  the  thirty-eighth  parallel  of  north 
latitude ;  thence  west,  on  the  said  parallel  of 
latitude  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains ;  thence  northward  along  and  upon  the 
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•ummit  of  siud  range  of  monntains  to  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude ;  Uience 
eastward  on  said  parallel  to  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  territory  of  Minnesota;  thence 
southward,  on  and  with  said  boundary,  to  the 
Missouri  river ;  thence  down  the  centre  of  the 
main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri ;  thence  south,  on  and  with  the  western 
boundary  of  said  state,  to  the  place  of  hor- 
ning, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  created  into 
a  temporary  government  by  the  name  of  the 
territory  of  Nebraska,  and  when  admitted  as 
a  state  or  states,  the  said  territory,  or  anypor- 
Hon  of  the  same,  shall  be  received  into  the  union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  their  constitution  may 
prescribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission. 


On  the  16th  of  Jan.,  1854,  Mr.  Dixon  of  Ky. 
gave  notice  to  the  Senate  that  when  the  bill 
to  establish  a  territorial  government  for  the 
territory  of  Nebraska  should  come  up,  he 
would  offer  the  following  amendment : — 

"That  ao  much  of  the  8th  section  of  mn  act  approred 
March  6. 1820,  entitled  *  An  act  to  authorlM  the  people  of 
MUsouri  territory,  Ac,  Ac.,  as  declares  that,  in  all  that  terrl* 
tory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  under  the  name 
of  Louiniana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  slavery  ard  iuToluntary  seryitude, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punlshmeut  of  crimes,  whereof  the 
parties  shall  have  been  duly  oonvlcted.  shall  be  for  ever  pro* 
nibited,*  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  the  terri- 
tory contemplated  by  this  act,  or  to  any  other  territory  of 
the  United  States;  but  that  the  citisens  of  the  seTeral 
states  or  territories  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  and  hold  their 
slaTes  within  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  states  to  he  formed  therefrom,  as  if  the  said  act  enti- 
tled a«  aforesaid,  and  approved  as  afbreiaid,  had  never  been 
pasfled." 

On  the  17th  of  Jan.  Mr.  Sumner  gave  notice 
of  an  amendment,  providing  that  the  Missouri 
compromise  should  remain  in  full  force. 

On  the  23d  of  Jan.  Mr.  Douglas  stated, 
that  the  Committee  on  Territories  had  deter- 
mined to  offer  amendments  to  tlio  bill,  so  as 
to  divide  it  into  two  territories  (Ncbruska  and 
Kansas)  instead  of  one,  amending  the  pame 
by  declaring  that  the  Missouri  compromise 
act  was  superseded  by  the  principles  of  the 
compromise  measures  of  1850,  and  is  hereby 
declared  inoperative. 

On  the  30th  of  Jan.  Mr.  Douglas  addressed 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  his  bill. 

On  the  3d  of  Feb.  Mr.  Chase  proposed  an 
Hmcudment  to  strike  out  the  woras,  "  was 
superseded  by  the  principles  of  the  legislation 
of  1850,  commonly  called  the  comj)romise 
measures,"  so  that  the  clause  would  then 
directly  declare  the  Missouri  restriction  in- 
operative. Mr.  Chase  then  addressed  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise. 

On  the  4th  of  Feb.  Mr.  Dixon  of  Ky.  replied 
t')  Mr.  Chase. 

On  the  Cth  of  Feb.  Mr.  Wado  of  Ohio,  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chase,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Jones  of  Tenn.  in  defence 
of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  adopt  this  amendment  was 
then  voted  upon,  and  necatived ;  after  which 
Mr.  Douglas  stated  his  intention  to  propose 
9ome  change  in  the  phraseology  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  bill  relating  to  the  compromise 


measures  of  1850,  Ao,,  and  farther  oontidex»> 
tion  was  postponed. 

Feb.  7,  Tuesday. — ^Mr.  Douglas  presented 
his  proposed  amendment  to  section  14,  ra^ 
strikmg  out  the  words — 


ipromlse  Act]  wu  tmtrmrikA 
lion  of  ISSe,  roBiDOBlT  mU«4 
d  is  berelgr  dcdaiwii  uopasifr 


^^  which  [the  Hinoarl  Compromise  Act]  wu  i 

by  the  principles  of  the  leglslati 
the  Oompromisa  meaaurea,  and 
Uve;" 

and  inserting — 

**  which,  bdnir  Ineonsistent  with  the  prlocMtP  9g 

non-intervention  by Gonffreas  with  sUverv in  ttmtUilbmmaA 
territories,  as  recot^nised  by  the  leidslatton  of  1880, 


roonly  called  the  CompromiM  meannrea,  te  henlby  dttlmwA 
inoperative  and  void ;  it  being  the  trna  intent  an«  maaulaic 
of  tliis  act  not  to  legislate  slavery  into  any  territory  or  stet^ 
nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  peopla  theiwif 
perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  donortSe  tnstlCD' 
tlons  in  their  own  way,  sul^ject  only  to  the  OonstUathm  of 
the  United  SUtes;** 

which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sebastian,  the  19th,  20tb, 
39th,  and  40th  sections  were  struck  out,  end 
an  additional  section  inserted,  which  provides 
for  the  continuance  of  the  present  policy  of 
tlie  government  towards  the  Indians.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Douglas,  all  appropriations  were 
stricken  out. 

Feb.  8,  AVednesday. — Mr.  Everett  eontiniied 
the  debate  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Feb.  9,  Thursday. — Mr.  Smith  addressed 
the  Senate  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Feb.  13,  Monday. — Mr.  Weller  spoke  for 
nearly  an  hour  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Feb.  14,  Tuesday. — 3Ir.  Houston  addressed 
the  Senate  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  violated  tlie  rights  of  the  In- 
dians who  are  in  possession  of  that  territory, 
and  the  good  faith  of  this  government  on 
which  the  Indians  relied  when  they  treated  to 
remove  to  it. 

Feb.  15,  Wednesday. — Mr.  Houston  con- 
cluded his  speech,  and  Mr.  Douglas's  amend- 
ment was  auopted,  as  follows : — 

TsAS. — Mesiirs.  Aflams  of  MImi.,  Atchittm  of  Mo^  Aiyard 
of  Dm].,  Bell  uf  Tenn.,  nenjnmiu  of  Le..  Brtwm  nf  MIhl.  £W* 
Irr  of  S.  C.  Cuu*  uf  Mii-h.,  Clayton  of  I)el..  Dawson  of  Oeoi, 
Dixon  of  Ky^  Dodijt  of  lo.,  Douglm  of  IIU  Eran»  of  S.  i.\ 
Fiitjpatrick  of  Aln.,  Ooyer  of  Mo.,  Gwn  of  QttX^  JhaUtr  of 
Va.,  Johnton  of  Ark..  J(»i««  of  lo..  Jou€*  of  Tt-nn.,  Mattm  of 
Va.,  Morton  of  Fla.,  yrnrii  of  N.  Il»  I'earre  of  Md.,  FklHt  tt 
Ind..  l^ratt  of  Md.,  S^fHLttian  of  Arks.,  Slutdl  of  Ia.,  St^aH 
of  Mich.,  ThompKm  of  Ky.,  jn>omb*  of  Geo.,  WtOer  of  CaL. 
and  WiUiam*  of  N.  H.— 35. 

^'AT8. — Mefvrs.  MIm  of  R.  I.,  CnASi!  of  0.,  IhJffe  ctf  Wia,, 
Everett  of  MaMi.,  Vinh  of  N.  T..  Foot  of  Vt..  H'iH$t*m  of  Tex, 
Seward  of  N.  Y.,  Sumnkb  of  Maiu*.,  and  Wade  of  O. — 10. 

Mr.  Chase  then  moved  to  amend  the  sectii»n 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : — 

**  Under  which  the  people  of  the  territories,  throufh  tlirlr 
appropriate  repri«vntative«,  may,  if  they  see  fit,  prohlUt 
•mvery  therein ;" 

which  caused  some  debate. 

Feb.  16,  Thursdav. — Mr.  Badger  spoke  at 
length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Feb.  17,  Friday. — Mr.  Seward  having  pre- 
sented the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
New  York  requesting  its  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives to  oppose  the  bill,  addressed  the 
Senate  for  three  hours  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  Mr.  Pettit  moved  a  postponement  to 
Monday,  which  was  carried. 

Feb.' 20,  Monday.— A  very  larse  nnmber 
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of  petitions  imd  remonatranoes  against  the 
bill  were  presented  by  Senators  Seward,  Chase, 
Sumner,  and  others.  Mr.  Dodge  of  Iowa  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  Hadley  D«  Johnson, 
delegate  from  the  territory  of  Nebraska,  claim- 
ing ror  the  people  of  that  territory  the  right  to 
l^islate  for  themselves  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
rery,  and  that  Confess  should  leave  the 
question  U)  the  decision  of  their  own  choice ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed.  When  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
WBs  resumed,  Mr.  Pettit  spoke  for  three  hours 
in  fieiTor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Cass  briefly  re- 
sponded tc  some  personal  remarks  made  by 
Hr.  Pettit 

Feb.  21. — ^Mr.  Sunmer  temporarily  yielded 
the  floor  to  Mr.  Cass,  who  spoKe  briefly  on  the 
power  of  Confess  to  establish  governments 
tor  the  territories.  Mr.  Sumner  uen  spoke  at 
length  Against  the  bill. 

reb,  i§,  Thursday. — Mr.  Toombs  spoke  for 
one  and  a  half  hours  in  defence  of  the  bill, 
■howinff  its  constitutionality,  and  just  dispo- 
sition of  the  slavery  question. 

Feb.  24. — The  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  protesting  against  the  bill 
were  presented.  Mr.  Douglas  said  that  the 
friends  of  the  bill  desired  to  take  the  vote  upon 
its  passage  on  the  next  Wednesday.  Mr. 
Chase  said  he  should  have  several  amendments 
to  offer.  Mr.  Hunter  spoke  one  and  a  half 
hours  in  support  of  the  bill ;  and  was  followed 
on  the  same  side  by  Mr.  Butler. 

Feb.  25. — Mr.  Butler  concluded  his  speech, 
and  Messrs.  Brown  of  Mass.,  and  Dodge 
of  Iowa,  continued  the  debate  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Feb.  27. — ^Mr.  Cass  spoke  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Cooper 
of  Pa.  against  it. 

Feb.  28. — Messrs.  Brodhead  of  Pa.,  and 
Thompson  of  N.  J.,  defended  the  bill. 

On  the  Ist  of  March,  1820,  Mr.  Clayton  of 
Del.  addressed  the  Senate. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  Mr.  Clayton  concluded 
his  speech. 

A  running  debate  then  ensued  on  a  memo- 
rial presented  by  Mr.  Chase,  from  a  public 
meeting  in  Ohio,  severely  animadverting  upon 
senators. 

Mr.  Chase's  amendment  of  February  15, 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  yeas  10,  nays  36. 

The  affirmative  vote  was  as  follows : — 

M«Mn.  Crabs  of  0^  Dodae  of  Wis.,  Fcnenden  of  Me., 
ruh  of  N.  T.,  Foot  of  Vt,  HamUn  of  M«.,  Sowiurd  of  N.  Y., 
tmitti  of  Good.,  Sumvib  of  MaM.,  Wade  of  0.— 10. 

Mr.  Badger  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing,— ^Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  be  construed  to  revive  or  put  in  force 
an^  law  or  regulation  which  may  have  existed 
priOT  to  the  act  of  6th  March,  1820,  either  pro- 
tecting, establishing,  prohibiting,  or  aboHsh- 
ingslavery. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  as  follows : — 

Tba8.— Ve«qrs.  Atchi»tm  of  Mo.,  Badger  of  N.  C,  Bell  of 
fllMD.,  IlMO«mln  of  La.,  BrodheeulorPiL,  BuUerofS.  C,  Clay 
•f  Ala,  Dawaon  of  Ga..  Dixon  of  Kt..  Dodm  of  la-  Do^iglat 
arDL,  JBtaM oC&C,  Flah  of  N. T.»  .RCqp^'Mk of  Ala.,  Rwt 
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of  Ti,  Cfwin  of  GaL,  OtmUm  of  Ma.,  OmtUm  otTwL, 

of  Ya..  Jonei  of  la.,  Jonea  of  Tenn.,  Meuon  of  Va.,  Morton  of 
7U.,  A^orris  of  N.  H.,  I^ttU  of  Ind.,  Pratt  of  Md.,  Seward  of 
N.  Y.,  Skidds  of  IIL,  SlideU  of  La.,  Smith  of  Oonn-  Shtari  of 
Mich.,  Towxy  of  Oonn.,  WUUcer  of  Wis.,  HHfer  of  OaL,  WO- 
KonMofN.  H.— «6. 

Nats.— Meoan.  Adawit  of  Mliia.,  Bnwn  of  Mlaa.,  Dodgt  of 
Wia.,  JohH$on  of  Ark.,  Mtuk  of  Tex.,  Stbadian  of  Arlu— «. 

Mr.  Clayton  then  moved  his  amendment* 
prohibiting  "Alien  Suffrage,"  and  it  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : — 

YEAA—Menn.  Jdamt,  JfekCwm,  Badger,  Bell,  Benjamin, 
Brodheady  Brown,  BuOer,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dawaon,  Dixon, 
Eranty  FiUpatritky  IfiMuton,  Hunter,  JoftiMon,  Jonas  of 
Tenn.,  Mason,  Morton,  Pratt,  Sebastian,  SliddLr-2i. 

Nats.— MewTs.  Chabx,  Dodge  of  Wis.,  Dodge  of  la.,  Dovq- 
las,  Fesaenden,  Flih,  Foot.  Cfwin,  Hamlin,  Jones  of  la..  Nor- 
ris,  Pdtit,  Seward,  Skidds,  Smith,  Stuari,  Sumwdl  limesy. 
Wade,  Walker,  Wiaiams.—2i. 

The  boundary  provisions  were  so  amended 
as  not  to  interfere  with  those  of  Utah. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  29,  nays  12. 

March  3,  a  long  debate  ensued.  The  Sen- 
ate continued  its  session  through  the  night 
until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  Mr.  Dou^s 
speaking  in  defence  of  the  bill  until  half-past 
three  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Houston  replied 
until  near  five.  The  bill  was  then  passed  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Tkas.— Messrs.  Adams  of  Miss.,  Atchison  of  Mo.,  Badgar  of 
N.  a,  Bayard  of  Del.,  Benjamin  of  La.,  Brodhead  of  Pa., 
Brown  of  Miss.,  Butler  of  S.  C,  Oass  of  Mich.,  Clay  of  Ala., 
Dawson  of  Geo.,  Dixon  of  Ky.,  Dodge  of  la.^  Douglas  of  UL, 
Evans  of  S.  G.,  Fittpatride  of  Ala..  Geyer  of  Mo.,  Owin  of 
GaL,  Hunter  of  Va.,  Johnson  of  Ark.,  Jones  of  la.,  Jones  of 
Tenn.,  Mason  of  Va..  Morton  of  Fla.,  Nom's  of  N.  Hi,  Fma 
of  Ind.,  Pratt  of  Md.,  Musk  of  Tex.,  Sebastian  of  Ark.,. 
Shields  of  111.,  SUdeU  of  La.,  StuaH  of  Mich.,  Thompson  of 
Ky.,  Thompson  of  N.  J.,  Ibucey  of  Conn.,  Wdler  of  GaL 
WHHams  ot  N.  H.-37. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell  of  Tenn.,  Chasb  of  0.,  Doc^  of  Wis., 
Fessenden  of  Me.,  Fiiih  of  N.  Y.,  Foot  of  Vt.,  Hamlin  of  Me., 
Houston  of  Tex.,  James  of  R.  I^  Seward  of  N.  T.,  Smith  of 
Gonn.,  SUMKEE  of  Mass.,  Wade  of  0.,  Walker  of  Wla.— 14. 

Satisfactory  reasons  were  given  for  the  ab- 
sence of  Senators  Bright,  Toombs,  and  Allen. 

On  the  7th  of  March  Messrs.  Clayton  and 
Everett  stated,  if  they  had  been  present  they 
would  have  voted  against  the  bill. 

March  14,  Tuesday. — Mr.  Everett  pnv 
sented  the  mammoth  niemoriaI,t  signed  by 
3050  clergymen  of  New  England,  of  different 
religious  (denominations,  protesting  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Subsequently,  Mr. . 
Douglas  called  for  its  reading,  and  a  debate 
ensued ;  in  which  Messrs.  Douglas,  Mason, 
Butler,  Pettit,  Adams,  and  Badger,  condemn- 
ed the  tenor  of  the  memorial,  and  Messrs. 
Everett,  Houston,  and  Seward,  defended  it ; 
and  the  subject  was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

House  of  Representatives,  1853,  December 
12,  Monday. — ^The  Speaker  announced  the 
appointment  of  the  standing  committees,  and 
the  Committee  on  Territories  was  constituted 
of  Messrs.  W.  A.  Richardson  (chairman),  of 
111.,  John  McQueen  of  S.  C,  John  L.  Taylor 
of  Ohio,  D.  I.  Bailey  of  Ga.,  Wm.  Smith 
of  Va,,  E.  W.  Farley  of  Md.,  W.  H.  English 

*The  Tote  on  this  amendment  was  omlttad  bj  miftak# 
from  under  the  head  of  **  Allen  SuArage." 

t  For  copy  of  thif  niMMrial  asa  uadsr  kaad  of  **^ 
orxaiQoiraL" 
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of  IimL,  p.  Phillips  <^  Ala.,  and  A.  W.  Lamb 
of  Mo. 

Dec.  20. — ^Mr.  Phelps  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Johnson,  jpraying  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the 
territory  of  Nebraska ;  which  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Dec.  21. — On  motion  by  Mr.  Richardson, 
the  Committee  on  Territories  was  discharged 
from  further  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Johnson,  praying  to  be  admitted 
as  a  dele^te,  &c. ;  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Elections. 

Deo.  22. — ^Mr.  Henn  (on  privileged  ques- 
tion) presented  the  credentials  of  Uadlcy  D. 
Johnson,  delegate  from  Nebraska  territory; 
and  on  his  motion  they  were  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  elections.  Mr  Miller  of  Mo.,  in 
Eursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  **  a 
ill  to  organize  the  territory  of  Nebraska,'' 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Territories. 

1854,  Jan.  23,  Monday. — Mr.  Phelps  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
Iladley  D.  Johnson,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  two  territorial  governments,  and 
the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles  to  the  ter- 
ritory lying  west  of  the  states  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa. 

Jan.  30. — The  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Rhode  Island,  against  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise,  were  presented. 
Mr.  Pringle  of  N.  Y.  offered  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  territories  to  report 
at  an  early  day  a  bill,  similar  to  that  wnich 
passed  the  House  last  session, providing  for  the 
organization  of  the  territory  ot  Nebraska ;  but, 
an  objection  rising,  the  resolution  went  over. 

Jan.  31. — Mr.  Richardson,  from  Commit- 
tee on  Territories,  reported  "  A  bill  for  or- 
ganizing the  territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas." (H.  R.,  No.  236.)  Mr.  English  said, 
that  a  minority  of  the  committee  were  opposed 
to  a  part  of  the  bill  as  reported ;  and  submit- 
ted nis  views,  with  proposed  amendments. 
Mr.  Richardson  resumed,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union,  and  printed.  An  ex- 
citing running  debate  ensuea,  but  the  motion 
was  carried,  and  the  minority  report  also 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  House  bill  b  the 
same  as  the  original  bill  of  the  Senate,  ex- 
cepting a  very  few  lines  regarding  the  bound- 
aries, &c. 

Feb.  1. — The  first  petition  against  the  bill 
was  presented,  and  thenceforward  their  num- 
ber steadily  increased. 

Feb.  14. — Mr.  Mace  of  Ind.  spoke  for  an 
hour  on  the  Nebraska  bill,  and  against  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise ;  and  was 
(bllowed  by  Mr.  Skelton  of  N.  J.  on  the  same 
side. 

Feb.  17. — The  Homestead  bill  being  under 
oonsideration,  Mr.  Meacham  got  the  floor, 
SDoke  f^ainst  the  bill  and  the  proposed  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Feb.  17. — ^The  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  New  York  were  presented.    In  Committee 


of  the  Whol^,  lenj^j  SDeeches  on  the  bill 
were  made,  by  Messrs.  Stephens^  Campbell^ 
and  Kerr. 

Feb.  20.— In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Ewing  spoke  on  the  history  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  &c, 

Feb.  21.— The  Homestead  bill  being  still 
under  consideration,  Mr.  James  C.  Allen*  of 
HI.,  delivered  a  lengthy  speech  on  the  com- 
promises of  1820  and  1850,  and  the  general 
Nebraska-Kansas  question. 

Feb.  24,  Friday. — The  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts,  aeainst  the  bill, 
were  presented,  which  were  oraered  to  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

March  6,  Monday. — The  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Maine  on  the  bill  were  presented. 

March  14. — Mr.  Appleton  askea  leave  to 
present  a  remonstrance  against  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  signed  by  3(060 
clergymen  (Protestant)  of  New  England  (the 
same  as  presented  to  the  Senate,  200  feet  long, 
the  paper  backed  with  cambric).  Mr.  Boyce 
objected ;  and  as  the  rule  requires  unanimous 
consent,  this  remonstrance  was  removed  from 
the  hall. 

March  15,  Friday. — In  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  new  Deficiency  bill,  speeches 
were  made  in  favor  of  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
bill,  by  Messrs.  Bridges  of  Pa.,  and  Brooks 
of  S.  C. 

March  20. — Resolutions  from  the  legisla- 
tures of  Georgia  and  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

March  21,  Tuesday. — There  was  an  un- 
usually full  attendance  of  members,  indicat- 
ing the  consideration  of  subjects  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  Mr.  Richardson  moved  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  the  design  of 
reaching,  as  early  as  possible,  the  House  bill 
on  the  calendar  to  organize  territorial  govern- 
ments for  Nebraska  and  Kansas :  and  af^cr 
some  remarks  this  was  negatived — yeas  84, 
nays  108.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cutting,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  and  dispose  of 
the  busmess  on  the  Speaker's  table,  on  which 
was  the  Senate  bill  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 
When  this  was  reached  (being  the  fourth  in 
order),  it  was  twice  read  by  its  title ;  and  Mr. 
Richardson  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  Mr.  Cutting  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Richardson, 
not  yielding  the  floor,  said,  that  he  desired  to 
have  the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  for  the  purposfo  of  amending  it  in 
some  particulars ;  and  that  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  would  be  to  kill  it  by 
indirection,  as  it  was  not  likely  that  it  would 
then  (so  low  on  the  calendar)  be  reached  during 
the  present  session.  Mr.  Cutting  again  made 
his  motion,  remarking  that  this  was  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  it  deliberate  consideration ; 
that  he  was  favorable  to  the  principle  of  popu- 


*  Mr.  AU«n'8  0p««ch  wai  the  flrft  rpt^cb  tram  th«  Nurtk 
in  the  HouM  made  in  ftTor  of  the  bill. 
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lar  Bovereigiitj,  opposed  to  the  proyiM  of 
Senator  Badger,  and  had  objections  to  the 
restriction  on  the  right  of  suffrage ;  that  it 
was  eminently  favorable  to  the  North  (which 
is  more  interested  in  it  than  the  South),  and 
that  a  full  discussion  would  prove  it  to  be  so, 
&c  Mr.  Richardson  suggested  that  the  bill 
be  made  a  special  order;  but  Mr.  Cutting 
replied  that  this  would  require  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds;  and  (afler  further  remarks  between 
him  and  Mr.  K.)  he  demanded  the  previous 
question.  Many  members  asked  Mr.  Gutting 
to  withdraw  the  demand,  but  he  declined  ; 
and  it  having  been  seconded  (yeas  113),  the 
main  question  was  then  put,  and  resulted, 
yeas  110,  navs  95  ;  so  the  bill  was  accordingly 
referred  to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  an  order  to  be 
printed,  and  was  placed  in  order  upon  the 
calendar. 

Mr.  Cutting  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
Just  made,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to— yeas  110, 
nays  96  ;  and  the  Ilouse  adjourned.  .The  pro- 
gress of  the  vote  on  the  main  question  was 
watched  by  the  Ilouse  and  galleries  with  great 
anxiety  and  doubt,  as  the  decision  on  the 
commitment  of  the  bill  was  viewed  somewhat 
as  a  test  of  its  strength  in  the  Ilouse. 

March  23,  Thursday. — Speeches  were  de- 
livered on  the  Nebraska  bill.  Mr.  Millson  of 
Va.  opposed  it  as  received  from  the  Senate, 
especifldly  Mr.  Badger's  amendment,  and  say- 
ing that  It  was  unjust  to  the  South.  Mr.  Hunt 
of^La.  also  took  decided  grounds  against  the 
bill,  arming  that  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
restriction  would  be  a  breach  of  good  faith. 
Mr.  Breckenridge  of  Ky.  made  a  stirring 
speech  in  its  support,  and  reviewed  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  urged.  He  took  strong 
grounds  against  the  course  pursued  by  Mr. 
Cutting  and  other  professed  friends  of  the 
bill,  and  intimated  that  Mr.  C.  had  sought, 
under  the  guise  of  friendship,  to  utterly  de- 
feat the  bill.  The  discussion  throughout  com- 
manded the  earnest  attention  of  the  House 
and  galleries,  and  was  considered  amongst  the 
ablest  of  the  session. 

March  27,  Monday. — The  House  bavin? 
gone  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Civu 
and  Diplomatic  Appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Cut- 
ting aadressed  the  committee  in  relation  to 
his  procedure  on  the  Nebraska- Kansas  bill. 
The  remainder  of  this  dav's  session  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  spirited  debate  which  then 
ensued  between  ^lessrs.  Cutting  and  Brecken- 
ridge, and  which  was  characterized  by  bitter 
and  sarcastic  personalities. 

March  28.— Mr.  Yates  of  IlL  and  Mr. 
Franklin  of  Md.  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
NebraskarKansas  bill. 

March  29. — Two  speeches  were  delivered 
on  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill ;  Mr.  Barksdale 
of  Mis8.*in  its  favor,  and  Mr.  Norton  of  lU. 
against  it. 

March  30. — Mr.  Keitt  of  S.  C.  spoke  for  an 
hour,  showing  that  the  Missouri  restriction 


had  been  ii^nrioaa*  that  the  ordinance  of 
1787  was  unconstitutional,  in  defence  of  sla- 
very, Ac. 

April  4,  Tuesday. — The  General  Appropria- 
tion bill  was  taken  up ;  but  the  sitting  of  the 
committee  was  occupied  by  three  spirited  and 
lengthy  speeches  on  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill. 
Messrs.  Clingman  of  N.  C.  and  Wright  of  Pa. 
argued  in  favor  of  the  Senate  bill,  each  ex- 
cepting only  Mr.  Clayton's  amendment ;  and 
Mr.  Matteson  of  N.  Y.  spoke  against  it. 

April  5. — Messrs.  Chandler  of  Pa.,  Nicholas 
of  Onio,  and  Washburn  of  111.,  opposed  the  bill, 
and  mainly  on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  supported  the  measure, 
because  it  asserts  the  principle  of  self>^vem- 
ment  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution. 

April  C. — When  the  General  Appropriation 
bill  was  taken  up,  Mr.  Preston  of  Ky.  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill,  but  was 
for  striking  out  Mr.  Clayton's  amendment; 
and  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith  of 
N.  Y.  against  the  bill. 

April  7. — Mr.  Caruthers  spoke  on  the  Ne- 
braska-Kansas bill,  in  its  favor,  showing  the 
inconsistency  of  the  North  on  the  Missouri 
restriction,  and  that  the  passage  of  the  bill 
would  end  all  legislation  m  Congress  on  slsr 
very,  and  give  perpetual  peace  to  the  country. 
Mr.  Washburn  of  Me.  then  spoke  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  arguing  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Act  of  1820,  claiming  that  Congress 
had  the  power,  and  that  it  was  its  duty  to 
restrict  slavery  in  the  territories. 

April  10. — ^When  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  General  Appro- 
priation bill,  Mr.  McDonald  of  Me.  spoke  in 
ravor  of  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill,  denouncing 
its  fanatical  opponents,  and  arguing  that  it 
asserted  the  great  right  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves.  Mr.  Faulkner  of  Va.  fouowed 
on  the  same  side,  and  then  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

April  11. — ^Mr.  Cullom  of  Tenn.  spoke  for 
an  hour  in  denouncing  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
project,  its  author,  and  its  friends  and  in  de- 
fence of  the  act  of  1820. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1854,  the  friends  of  the 
bill  proceeded  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
reach  the  Senate  bill,  which  had  been  referred 
thereto  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cutting,  and  which 
occupied  a  position  very  low  on  tne  calendar. 
To  accomplish  this  each  bill  before  it  thereon, 
was  laid  aside  by  a  separate  motion  and  vote 
until  the  Senate  bill  was  finally  reached. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  the  following 
gentlemen  until  the  19th  of  May,  1854 : — 

In  favor  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Harris  of 
Miss.,  Smith  of  Va.,  Barry  of  Miss.,  Zollioof- 
fer  of  Tenn.,  English  of  Ind.,  Cox  of  Ky., 
Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Bayly  of  Va.,  Seward  of 
Geo.,  Elliott  of  Ky.,  Dowdell  of  Ala.,  Tweed 
of  N.  Y.,  Colquitt  of  Geo.,  Maxwell  of  Fla., 
Ready  of  Tenn.,  Oliver  of  Mo.,  Straub  of  Pa., 
Miller  of  Mo.,  Churchwell  of  Tenn.,  Walsh  of 
N.  Y.,  Hamilton  of  Md.,  Goode  of  Va.,  Dan- 
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ham  of  Ind.,  Caekie  of  Va.,  Greenwood  of  J!i"T?'^^^/2i?-J»5!;»?Ll^^^ 

A    t-     di.     4.         J*  n\  XT  rr       \rr'i.t.^  ^c  BermtU  of  N.  Y.,  Jaefuon  oi  M«.,  Benton  of  aio^  J^f^ffff  of 

Ark.,  dtanton  Ot  ienn.,  iienil  Ot  la.,  WlttO  Ot  Tenn,  OzmpMl  of  O^  OtrpenUr  of  N.  Y^  CkcmdUr  of  Pn, 

Pa.,  and  Ghastain  of  Geo.  fyoektr  of  Maai.,  (MUnm  of  Temi..  Cartis  of  I>R^  Thomw 

A  «»:n<.4.  ♦Ua  k;ii    v.«.  Hf  Aoa*<i    1Ta;o4-a*  i^*"  T>«  Darta  of  R.  I.,  Dean  of  N.  Y.,  De  Witi  of  Hmr^  IHdc  of  Pa^ 

Against  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Ileister  of  Pa.,  2>fc«fi*(m  of  Maas^  Drum  of  Pa.,  Kantmsn  oTwia,  Edeertoii 

Taylor  of  0.,  Hughes  of  N.  Y.,  Sapp  of  Ohio,  of  O.,  JCdmandt  of  Mam.,  ThomoM  D.  Eliot  of  Mafli.,  Kllifon 

Walley  of  Mass.,  Simmons  of  N.  Y.,  Davis  of  J'  <>•.  ^%^^  J'  ^5i°v^'**7  nL^iiJ^^?!; 

T»Tf>   11    i>i^ri  i-Ti       Tki*i*xTxr  Fenton  ofN.  Y.,  i^Iaykrof  N.  Ym  Fullerof  Ma.,  WBiMe<^ 

K.  1^  iJall  Ot  U.,  UrOW  ot  ra.,  irerkms  ot  J\ .  1 .,  p..,  GiDDwaa  of  0.,  Goodrich  of  Maw-  Grow  of  Pfc,  -iar*>ii 

Elliott  of  Mass.,  Carpenter  of  N.  Y.,  Farley  of  IlarUm  of  O.,  Andrew  J.  Ilarlan  of  Ind^  Barrimm  of  0., 

Me.,Ham8onofO    LWmofMass.,M^^^^^ 

Me.,  Flagler  0fN.Y.,GlddmgS  of  0.,  Ethendge  N.  Y^  Kittredg«  of  N.  U.,  Knox  of  DU  Unidey  of  o., 

of  Tenn..  Bennett  of  N.  Y.  Wade  of  0   Banks  le:u^^xiXlSS:Lt^y'^iSi^^:;;^:St!Z,t^y. 

of  Mass.,  Parker  of  Ind.,  Pcckham  of  A .  l .,  wn  of  Va.,  Mof^an  of  N.  Y.,  MorrUon  of  N.  H,  MumiT  of 

Taylor  of  Tenn.,  Wentworth  of  Mass.,  Dean  n.  y.,  Nichoia  of  o^  NoWe  of  Mich.,  NorUm  of  in^  Andrnr 

r.C  U    V     -uru^^ll.  /^r  \r    V     Tlr.^^,.-^  r^f  \fr.  01!verofN.Y.,i\w*«rof  Ind.,  Peckof  N.Y^i\*A««*ofN.y, 

of  N.  Y.,  Wheeler  of  N.Y.,  Benton  of  Mo.,  /t„,„>^j^ofN.J.Perklna  if  N.Y.Pratt  of  Conn.,  iVia^^! 

Knox  of  111.,  Pnngle  of  N.  Y.,  Howe  of  Pa.,  ofN.Y.,/\/ry«arofN.C.,Z)tfniW2?itefti«ofPa,TlM».KItcheT 

Seymour  of  Conn..  Edmands  of  Mass.,  Pen-  «l^  STJSjSo^SS^n'^S-Sr.f^TfKa'.SllC" 

ninston  of  N.  J.,  and  i^age  ot  JN.  l .  N.  J.,  Gurit  smith  of  N.  Y.,  Ueator  L  Stareni  of  Mich., 

Mr.  Richardson   of  111.,  who   reported   tlie  StrattonofN.  J.,  Andrew  StuartofCJofcn  L.JVij*»r  of  c 

bill,  closed  the  debate  on  it  in  Coiimittee  of  ^^T^e  SS!^Xr.^M'ir?^''ofV.-'^  2 

the  Whole,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1854.  Mass.,  EHhu  B.  WvuMmnu  of  Ul..  Israd  Wa$hlnime  of  Me., 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Ga.  moved  to  strike  out  Sj;'i!,**'r;*t'i°**?Tf°iTS'***i?i™^ 

.,  ..'^1  i.  i«      o        i     1  Ml  Wnwrler  of  w.  Y- Joto  of  111.— 100. 

the  enactinz  clause  of  the  Senate  bill,  so  as  to       T^  x    •  -nn.*      •     •^  t-     4v 

bring  it  before  the  House,  which  motion  was  ,.,.^«™?«^*«  ''^  '^"^^^^  Whigs  in  ttal^e,  Al»- 

^jj^yj^^  lltlOniStS  in  SMALL  CAPS. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  its  chairman       '^^^  ^^^^^^  P  *J®  S««^*«  ""Pp^rlu  ^™' 

(Mr.  Olds  of  0.,)  reported  to  the  House  its  ac-  ^^T;  t«  concur  m  the  amendment  of  the  Houw 

tion  in  striking  out  the  enacting  clause.  «*"^^"K  ^^V  *^^  Clay  ton  amendment,  which 

The  House  refused  to  ooncu?  in  the  action  J^^l^^T  ^^  "^V'''' ""!  ^^ -n  ^®*'?'®  *5  '^T' 

of  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the  enacting  J^e  Clayton  amendment,  will  be  found  under 

clause.    (This  was  the  result  the  friends  o?  the  head  of  "  Alien  Suffrage." 

the  bill  engineered  to  roach.    The  bill  being  ^.^T*"®  ^^«  ^^  ^]'\.^''^u  ^iT*"^  ""^  *^*  ^« 

then  beforf  the  House  perfect  for  its  action.)  ^'"'  ^0^"^^"^^?^  ^^  ^^^  "''"'^'  ^"^  ^^'  ^' 

On  the  22d  of  May,  Mr.  Richardson  moved  "^^^  ^'^^  »«  ^^"^^«  '— 

to  substitute  the  House  bill  therefor.    This  rJ^^'-^^f^n:!^^iT*  S?*^'  ^."JT'°' i^tl^^JSf' 

,  ..,  .,  xi.      c        i.     I  '11  'x  •  Atxon,  BuUtTf  Out,  6Yay,  Dawaun,  Ikmgka^  Fitamtita:, 

blU  was  the  same  as  the  Senate   bill,  omitting  Owin,  IlunUr,John»on,  Jonu  otU^Jonea  of  Tmn^MaOary^ 

the  Clayton  amendment.  ^ason^  Morton,  iSV/rm,  Pearce.  IVttiL  l*nti,  Buskf  Sebtutkm^ 

'or  the  vote  on  substituting  the  same,  which  ^^,,;,  j,„,^;^  „y/,;^  Uitficiiiw.  H'n/«.-36. 
was  carried,  see  under  head  of  "  Alien  Suf-      nath.— Me«5n«.  MUn,  Ut-ii,  Chase,  aajton,  Firfi,  Foot, 

FRAGE  "  Gillette,  HatiUin,  James,  Seward,  i<iUMX£R,>Vade,  BTiU-er.— 13^ 

The  bill  as  amended,  passed  the  House  on       The  bill  is  as  follows : 

the  22d  of  May,  1854,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  »  -nn  *.  •     *i    i^      -.^    •       rx-  u      i. 

follows- *    JJ  J  A  Bill  to  organize  tholcrrUones  of  Aebraska 

and  Kan»;is. 
Ykau.— MeswB.  Abercromhit  of  Ala.,  Jamen  c.  Allen  of  111.,       Strike  out  uU  after  the  cnactinc  clause,  and 

WUlij  Alien  of  |I11.,  Aahe  of  N.  C.  David  J.  Dalley  of  (Ja..  :„c«-f  ° 

Thomas  II.  Bayly  of  Ya.,  Barkwlale  of  Ml8a..  Barry  of  Miiv.,  *    „, ,     *      ,,      ,  _    ,  .  ^    , 

Bell  of  Tex.,  Bocock  of  Va.,  Boyce  of  s.  C.  Breckenridi^  of        J  hat  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the 

?/a  ® PK^flL'^I^ nr ^r^P^  fin •  ^n  ^  United  States  included  within  the   following 

of  Oa.,Cnrii»nianof  Ky.,  ChurchwellofTenn.,  ClarkofMlrh..  i-     .^  ^  •  i  r>  * 

dingmanofN.  c  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Colquitt  of  Ga..  Cox  of  Ky.,  limits,  cxccpt  such   portions   thereof   as  are 

Crait^  of  N.  C,  Gumming  of  N.  Y.,  Cut«uir  of  N.  Y.,  John  hereinafter  exi^rcsslv  oxotni)teJ  from  the  ope- 

O.  Davia  of  Ind.,  Dawnon  of  Pa.,  Dirai'y  of  0.,  Dowddl  of x*  ^r   *i  •         .  *  '  .         •*       i  ,    ■       •  *. 

Ala.,DanbapofU.,DunbamofInd.,E.!dyofInd..Kdmnnd.  rations   of   tins   act,    to  Wit :     boginmn^    at    a 

ann  of  Va.,  John  M.  Klllott  of  Ky.,KnpllRh  of  Ind.,  Faulkner  poiUt  m  the  Mi^^-^ouri    river  where  the  fortieth 

!;jisf^,"ri;;rsz'i,%'rsS,s^^n^^^^^^  pr^""'  ■■*■  "->•"' .";'ti""i^,<-Y-«^<',«  the  «»me: 

of  Ala..  Iiendrioka  of  Ind.,  Henn  of  la.,  liibbard  of  N.  H.,  thencc  west  on  said  parallel  lo  the  east  boun- 

NiU  of  Ky.,  Uillver  of  Oa.,  Houston  of  Ala.,  Ingenioll  of  darv  of  the  torrit(»rv  of  Utah   on   the   SUmmil 

Gonn.,  Geonro  W.  Jones  of  Tenn.,  J.  Olancy  Joncii  of  Pa.,  r  /u^  o      i       m        *1    •  ai  'j 

Roland  Jones  of  La.,  A-crr  of  N.cjKidwoiiJfVa.Kurtx  of  of  the  Rocky  Mouiiiains  :  theiicc  on  said  sum- 

i*a.,  Lamb  of  Mo.,  Lane  of  Ind.,  Latham  of  Cal.,  Letcher  of  mit  northward  to  the  ft)rty-niiith  parallel  of 

Va.,LlllyofN.J.,Ztmiteyof  Mo.,Ma«donaldof3Ie.,McDou-  north  latitmlo  •   thonoo    oast  on   Maul    narallel 

Rail  of  Cal.,  McNalr  of  Pa.,  Maxwell  of  Fla.,  May  of  Md..  ^^™  lauuKlP  ,   iritilCt    casi  on   sam    parallel 

Jnfm  a.  Miikr  of  Ma,  Miller  of  Ind.,  Olds  of  0..  Mimi^cai  to   the  wostcm  l)oundary  of  the  territory  of 

Oiiv^of  Mo..  Orr  of  S.  C,  Packer  of  P^,  John  Perkins  of  Minnesota  :  thence  southward  oil  said  bounda- 
La ,  Phelps  of  Mo.,  Philips  of  Ala.,  Powell  of  Va., /Vj<on  of  j.    ^i     m*  i.i  i  ..u 

Ky.,12earfifofTenn.,2?««ofGa.,  Richardson  of  III.,  Rkldle  rv  to  the  Missouri  river;  thcncedown  the  main 

of  Del.,  Robbins  of  Pa.,  Rowe  of  N.  Y.,  Ruffln  of  N.  c,  Shan-  channel  of  said  river  to  the  i)lace  of  bef^inning, 

non  of  0.,  Shaw  of  N.  C,  Shower  of  Md.,  Sinsleton  of  Mist,  u^  „,,,i  ^i,p  «.,„,„  Jo  lioppKv   i-r.^ntoil  hiM  a  fpm- 

Samuel  A.  Smith  of  Tenn.,  William  Smith  of  Va.,  WilliamR!  "®»  "^"^  "^^  ^*^"^°  ***  "^^^  '^.^'  ^^'^  ^^1^".  *""^  a  tem- 

Smith  of  Ala.,  George  W.  Smyth  of  Tex.,  Snodgraas  of  Va.,  porary  «;r»vorniiiont  by  the  name  of  the  territory 

*r**'^S^'iV®if'*u'*^Jn°°i?*'^i2-2i"*.!l°i*LK'  of  Nebraska;  and  when  admitted  as  a  state 
Alexander  IL  Stephens  of  Ga..8tranb  of  Pa.,  Stoart  of  Mich.,  ^^^i-ix-x  .•         0 

John  J.  Tkylor  of  N.  Y.,  Tweed  of  N.  Y,  Vail  of  N.  J..  Van'  or  states,  the  said  territory,  or  any  portion  of 

pat  of  Md..WaibrMga  of  N.Y.,  Walker  of  N.Y.,  Walsh  of  the  same,  shall   be   roocived   into  the   Union 

SiJwl'Trigt^-'MiifBS^  With  or  without  slaver;r,  as  their  constitution 

jWKo^crofTtnaw->il8.  may  proscribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission: 
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FtroTided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  oontained 
■hall  be  construed  to  inhibit  the  government 
of  the  United  States  from  dividing  said  terri- 
tory into  two  or  more  territories,  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  times  as  Congress  shall 
deem  convenient  and  proper,  or  from  attach- 
ing any  portion  of  said  territory  to  any  other 
state  or  territory  of  the  United  States :  Pro- 
vided, farther,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  rights 
of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to  the 
In<»ans  in  said  territory,  so  long  as  such  rights 
shall  remain  unextinguished  by  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  such  Indians,  or 
to  include  any  territory  which,  by  treaty  with 
mny  Indian  tribe,  is  not,  without  the  consent 
of  said  tribe,  to  be  included  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  or  jurisdiction  of  any  state  or 
territory  ;  but  all  such  territory  shall  be  ex- 
cepted out  of  the  boundaries,  and  constitute 
no  part  of  the  territory  of  Nebraska,  until 
said  tribe  shall  signify  their  assent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  be  included 
within  the  said  territory  of  Nebraska,  or  to 
affect  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  make  any  regulations  re- 
specting such  Indians,  their  lands,  property, 
or  other  rights,  by  treaty,  law,  or  otherwise, 
which  it  would  have  been  competent  to  the 
gOYemment  to  make  if  this  act  had  never 
passed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  executive  power  and  authority  in  and  over 
said  territory  of  Nebraska  shall  be  vested  in 
a  governor,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  ap- 

Eointed  and  Qualified,  unless  sooner  removed 
y  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States.  The 
governor  shall  reside  within  said  territory, 
and  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia 
thereof.  lie  may  grant  pardons  and  respites 
for  offences  against  the  laws  of  said  territory, 
and  reprieves  for  offences  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
siaent can  be  made  known  thoreon ;  he  shall 
eonouission  all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed 
to  office  under  the  laws  of  the  said  territory, 
and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
there  shall  be  a  secretary  of  said  territory, 
-who  shall  reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office 
for  five  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  iStates ;  he  shall  re- 
cord and  preserve  all  the  laws  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislative  assembly  hereinafter 
constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  department : 
he  shall  transmit  one  copy  of  the  laws  and 
Journals  of  the  lei^islative  assembly  within 
ttiirty  days  after  the  end  of  each  session,  and 
one  copy  of  the  executive  proceedings  and 
official  correspondence  semi-annually  on  the 
(rst  days  of  January  and  July  in  each  year, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  two 
copies  of  the  laws  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Beitff ventativos  to  be  deposited  in  the  libra- 


ries of  Congress ;  and,  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  resignation,  x>r  absence  of  the  gover- 
nor from  the  territory,  the  secretary  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
execute  and  perform  all  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  governor  during  such  vacancy  or 
absence,  or  until  another  governor  shall  be 
duly  appointed  and  qualified  to  fill  such 
vacancy. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
legislative  power  and  authority  of  said  terri- 
tory shall  be  vested  in  the  governor  and  a 
legislative  assembly.  The  legislative  assem^ 
bly  shall  consist  of  a  council  and  house  of 
representatives.  The  council  shall  consist  of 
thirteen  members,  having  the  qualifications  of 
voters,  (IS  hereinafter  prescribed,  whose  term 
of  service  shall  continue  two  years.  The  house 
of  representatives  shall,  at  its  first  session, 
consist  of  twenty-six  members,  possessing  the 
same  qualifications  as  prescribed  for  members 
of  the  council,  and  whose  term  of  service 
shall  continue  one  year.  The  number  of  re- 
presentatives may  be  increased  by  the  legislar 
tive  assembly,  from  time  to  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  qualified  voters :  Provided, 
That  the  whole  number  shall  never  exceed  thir^ 
ty-nine ;  an  apportionment  shall  be  made  as 
nearly  equal  as  practicable,  among  the  several 
counties  or  districts,  for  the  election  of  the 
council  and  representatives,  giving  to  each 
section  of  the  territory  representation  in  the 
ratio  of  its  qualified  voters  as  nearly  as  may 
be.  And  the  members  of  the  council  and  of 
the  house  of  representatives  shall  reside  in, 
and  be  inhabitants  of,  the  district  or  county, 
or  counties,  for  which  they  may  bo  elected, 
respectively.  Previous  to  the  first  election, 
the  governor  shall  cause  a  census,  or  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  and  qualified  voters 
of  the  several  counties  and  districts  of  the 
territory,  to  be  taken  by  such  persons  and  in 
such  mode  as  the  governor  shall  designate  and 
appoint ;  and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall 
receive  a  reasonaole  compensation  therefor. 
And  the  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such 
time  and  places,  and  be  conducted  in  such 
manner,  both  as  to  the  persons  who  shall  su- 
perintend such  election  and  the  returns  there- 
of, as  the  governor  shall  appoint  and  direct ; 
and  he  shall  at  the  same  time  declare  the 
number  of  members  of  the  council  and  house  of 
representatives  to  which  each  of  the  counties 
or  districts  shall  be  entitled  under  this  act. 
The  persons  having  the  highest  number  of 
legal  votes  in  each  of  said  council  districts 
for  members  of  the  council,  shall  be  declared 
by  the  governor  to  be  duly  elected  to  the 
council ;  and  the  persons  having  the  highe^t 
number  of  legal  votes  for  the  house  of  represen- 
tives,  shall  be  declared  by  the  governor  to  be  , 
duly  elected  members  of  said  nouse :  Provi- 
ded, That  in  case  two  or  more  persons  voted 
for  shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  and 
in  case  a  vacancy  shall  otherwise  occur  in 
either  branch  of  the  legislative  assembly,  tbo 
governor  shall  order  a  new  election ;  and  the 
persons  thus  elected  to  the  legislatiye 
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\}\j  shall  meet  at  such  place  and  on  such  day 
as  the  governor  Hliall  appoint ;  but  thereafter, 
the  time,  place,  and  miuiuer  of  liolding  and 
conducting  all  elections  by  the  people,  and 
the  apportioning  the  representation  in  the 
several  counties  or  districts  to  the  council  and 
house  of  ropreHcntativcs,  according  to  the 
number  of  qualified  voters,  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  regular  sessions  of  the  legislative 
ussembly :  Provided,  That  no  session  in  any 
one  year  shall  exceed  the  term  of  forty  days, 
except  the  first  session,  which  may  continue 
sixty  days. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  who  shall  be  an  actual 
resident  of  said  territory,  and  shall  possess 
the  qualifications  hereinafter  prescribed,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and 
shall  bo  eligible  to  any  office  within  the  said 
territory ;  but  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and 
of  holdmg  office,  at  all  subsequent  elections, 
shall  be  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  le- 
gislative-assembly :  Provided,  That  the  right 
of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office  shall  be  exer- 
cised only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oaUi  their 
intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken 
an  outh  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  provisions  of  this  act : 
And  provided  further,  That  no  officer,  soldier, 
seaman  or  marine,  or  other  person  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  said  terri- 
tory, by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
legislative  power  of  the  territory  shall  extenrl 
to  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  but  no  law  shall  be 
passed  interfering  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil ;  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  up(m  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be 
taxed  higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property 
of  residents.  Every  bill  which  shall  have 
passed  the  council  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  said  territory  shall,  before  it  become  a 
law,  be  presented  to  the  governor  of  the  terri- 
tory ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if 
not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to 
the  house  in  which  it  originate^],  who  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal, 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such 
reconKideration,  two-thirds  of  tliat  house  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together 
with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by 
which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and 
'if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it 
shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  civsos  the 
votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by 
yeas  and  nays,  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  | 
of  each  h«>uso  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall 
not  bo  returned  bv  the  govorn(>r  within  three  ; 
days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
Jbeoa  presented  to  hiui»  the  same  shall  be  a 


law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it, 
unless  the  assembly,  by  adjournment,  prevent 
its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
township,  district,  and  county  officers,  not  here- 
in otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  or 
elected,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  provided  by  the  governor  and  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  Uie  territory  of  Nebraska. 
The  governor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  legislative  ooun- 
cil,  appoint  fiJ.l  officers  not  herein  otherwisj 
provided  for;  and  in  the  first  instance  the 
governor  alone  may  appoint  all  said  officers, 
who  shall  hold  their  oiiices  until  the  end  of  the 
first  session  of  the  legislative  assembly ;  and 
shall  lay  off  the  necessary  districts  for  mem- 
bers of  the  council  and  house  of  representa* 
tives,  and  all  other  officers. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
member  of  the  legislative  assembly  shall  hold, 
or  be  appointed  to  any  office  which  shall  have 
been  created  or  the  salary  or  emoluments  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased  while  he  was 
a  member,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was 
elected,  and  for  one  year  after  the  expiration 
of  such  term ;  but  this  restriction  shall  not  be 
applicable  to  members  of  the  first  legislative 
assembly ;  and  no  person  holding  a  commis- 
sion or  appointment  under  the  United  States, 
except  postmasters,  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
legislative  assembly,  or  shall  hold  any  office 
under  the  government  of  said  territory. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
judicial  power  of  said  territory  shall  be  vested 
in  a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate 
courts,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace.      The  su- 
preme court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice 
and  two  associate  justices,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  who  shall  hold 
a  term  at  the  seat  of  government  of  said  terri- 
tory annually,  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices 
during  the   period   of  four  years,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  appointe<i  and  quali- 
fied.    The  said  territory  shall  be  divided  into 
three  judicial  districts,  an<l  a  district  court 
shall  be  held  in  ^each  of  said  districts  by  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  such 
times  and   places  as   may  be   j)rescril)ed  by 
law;  and  the  said  ju<lf;es  shall,  after  their  ap- 
pointments, respectively,  reside  in  the  district 
which  shall  be  assigned  tliom.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  several  courts  herein  provided  for,  bcith 
appellate  and  original,  and  tliat  of  the  probate 
courts  and  of  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  l»oa?< 
limited    by  law:   Provided,   That  justices  of 
the  peace  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  anv 
matter  in  controversv  when  the  title  or  IxmnH- 
anos  of  hunl  may  bo  in  dispute,  or  where  the 
debt  or  sum  claiuKsl  shall  exceed  (me  hundred 
dollars ;  and   the   said  supreme  and   district 
courts,  respectively,  shall  possess  chanrery  as 
well  as  c(»nunon  law  iurisdiciion.     Kiich  di— 
trict  court,  or  the  judge  thereof,  shall  appoint 
its    clerk,  who    sh:ill    uIsm   be  the  register  in 
chaneerv.  and  siiall  ke«'p  hisollieo  at  the  place 
where  the  court  may  be  held.    Writs  of  error, 
bills  of  exception,  and   appeals,  shall  be  al« 
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lowed  in  all  cases  from  the  final  decision  of 
■aid  district  courts  to  the  supreme  court,  un- 
der such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
Iaw  ;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the  supreme 
court  shall  trial  by  jury  be  allowed  in  said 
court.  The  supreme  court,  or  the  justices 
thereof,  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  and  every 
derk  shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  court  for  which  he  shall  have  been  ap- 
pointed. Writs  of  error,  and  appeals  from 
uie  final  decision  of  said  supreme  court,  shall 
be  allowed,  and  may  bo  taken  to  the  Supreme 
CSoart  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  man- 
nnr  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  from 
fehe  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  where 
the  value  of  the  property,  or  the  amount  in 
ountrorersy,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  or 
aJftrmation  of  either  party,  or  other  competent 
witness,  shall  exceed  one  thousand  dollars ; 
except  only  that  in  all  cases  involving  title  to 
llaves,  the  said  writs  of  error  or  appeals  shall 
be  allowed  and  decided  by  the  said  supreme 
oourt,  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  mat- 
ter,  property,  or  title  in  controversy:  and 
except  also  that  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal 
■hall  abo  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  decision  of 
the  said  supremo  court  created  by  this  act, 
or  of  any  judge  thereof,  or  of  the  district 
ooorts  created  by  this  act,  or  of  any  judge 
tfiereof,  upon  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
iiiTolyins  the  question  of  personal  freedom : 
ProTidedy  That  nothij  g  herein  contained 
ihall  be  construed  to  apply  to  or  affect  the 
myisions  of  the  '*act  respecting  fugitives 
ffom  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
lerrice  of  their  masters,"  approved  February 
twelfth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety -three, 
ind  the  "  act  to  amend  and  supplementary  to 
khe  aforesaid  act,"  approved  September  eigh- 
teen, eighteen  hundred  and  fifty;  and  each 
y[  the  said  district  courts  shall  have  and  ex- 
nrcise  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  is  ve^^ted  in  tlie  circuit  and  district 
lOurts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  said  su- 
preme and  district  courts  of  the  said  territory, 
ud  the  respective  judj^es  thereof,  shall  and 
may  grant  writs  of  hubeii.s  corpus  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  same  are  ji^rantod  by  the  judges 
li  the  United  States  in  tlie  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  the  first  six  diivs  of  every  term  of 
Had  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  us  shall  be  ne- 
seesary,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  trial  of 
auises  arising  under  tiie  said  Constitution  and 
laws,  and  writs  of  error  and  a[>peal  in  all  such 
sases  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme  court  of 
laid  territory,  the  same  as  in  other  cases.  The 
nid  clerk  shall  receive  in  all  such  cases  the 
lamc  fees  which  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts 
>f  Utah  Territory  now  receive  for  similar  ser- 
ri^es. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
Mcaping  from  the  service  of  their  miusters,'' 
ipproyed  February  twelve,  seventeen  hundred 
ina  ninety-three,  and  the  proyisions  of  the  act 


entitled  '*An  act  to  amend,  and  supplementary 
to,  the  aforesaid  act,"  approveu  Septembei 
eighteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  extend  to  and 
be  in  full  fi)rce  within  the  limits  of  said  l^er- 
fitory  of  Nebraska. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  appointed  an  attorney  for  said 
territory,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  appoint- 
ed and  qualified,  unless  sooner  remoyed  by  the 
President,  and  who  shall  receive  the  same  fees 
and  salary  as  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  present  Territory  of  Utah. 
There  shall  also  be  a  marshal  for  the  territory 
appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed and  Qualified,  unless  sooner  remoyed 
by  the  President,  and  who  shall  execute  all 
processes  issuing  from  the  said  courts  when 
exercising  their  jurisdiction  as  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States ;  he  shall 
perform  the  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  re- 
gulations and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees  as  the  marshal  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  present  Territory 
of  Utah,  and  shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  two 
hundred  dollars  annually  as  a  compensation 
for  extra  services. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
governor,  secretary,  chief  justice  and  associate 
J  nstices,  attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be  nomi- 
nated, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  governor  and  secre- 
tary to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  before 
they  act  as  such,  respectively  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  before  the  district  judge  or  some 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  limits  of  said  terri- 
tory, duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations  by  the  laws  now  in  force  therein, 
or  before  the  chief  justice  or  some  associate 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices,  which  said 
oaths,  when  so  taken,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  oeen 
taken  ;  and  such  certificates  shall  be  received 
and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary  among  the 
executive  proceedings ;  and  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  justices,  and  all  other  civil  offi- 
cers iu  said  territory,  before  they  act  as  such, 
shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affirmation  before  the 
said  governor  or  secretary,  or  some  judge  or 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  territory  who  may 
be  duly  commissioned  and  qualihed,  which 
said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  certified  and 
transmitted  by  the  person  taking  the  same  to 
the  secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as  afore- 
said ;  and,  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law.  The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollam. 
The  chief  justice  and  associate  justices  shall 
each  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars.    The  secretary  shall  roceiye  an  annual- 
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salary  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  said  sala- 
ries shall  be  paid  quarter-yearly,  from  tlie  dates 
of  the  respective  appointments,  at  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States ;  but  no  such  payment 
shall  be  made  until  said  officers  shall  have 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective 
appointments.  The  members  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three 
dollars  each  per  day  during  their  attendance 
at  the  sessions  thereof,  and  three  dollars  each 
for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  said  sessions,  estimated 
according  to  the  nearest  usually  travelled 
route;  and  an  additional  allowance  of  three 
dollars  shall  be  paid  to  the  presiding  officer  of 
each  house  for  each  day  he  shall  so  preside. 
And  a  chief  clerk,  one  assistant  clerk,  a  ser- 
eeant-at-arms,  and  door-keeper,  may  be  chosen 
for  each  houfte ;  and  the  chief  clerk  shall  re- 
ceive four  dollars  per  day,  and  the  said  other 
officers  three  dollars  per  day,  during  the  session 
of  the  legislative  assemblv  ;  but  no  other  offi- 
cers shall  be  paid  by  the  Onite<l  States:  Pro- 
vided, That  there  shall  be  but  one  session  of 
the  legislature  annually,  unless  on  an  extraor- 
dinary occiLsion  the  governor  shall  think  proper 
to  call  the  legislature  together.  There  shall 
be  appropriated,  annually,  the  usual  sum,  to 
be  expended  by  the  governor,  to  defray  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  territory,  mcluding 
the  salary  of  a  clerk  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment; and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated, 
annually,  a  sufficient  sum,  to  bo  ejEoended  by 
the  secretary  of  the  territory,  ana  upon  an 
estimate  to  be  made  by  the  secretarv  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  legislative  assembly,  the 
printing  of  tiie  laws,  an<l  other  incidental  ex- 
penses ;  and  the  governor  and  secretary  of  the 
territory  shall,  in  the  disbursement  of  all 
moneys  intrusted  to  them,  be  governed  solely 
by  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall,  semi- 
annually, account  to  the  said  secretary  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  moneys  shall 
have  been  expended ;  and  no  expenditure  shall 
be  mode  by  said  legislative  assembly  for  ob- 
jects not  specially  authorized  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  making  the  appropriations,  nor  be- 
yond the  sums  thus  appropriated  for  such 
objects. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  territory  of  Ne- 
braska shall  hold  its  iirst  session  at  such  time 
and  place  in  said  territory  as  the  governor 
thereof  shall  appoint  and  direct ;  and  at  said 
first  session,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  the  gcnernor  and  legislative 
assembly  shall  pn>cecd  to  locate  and  establish 
the  seat  of  government  for  said  territory  at 
such  place  as  they  may  deoni  eligible ;  which 
place,  however,  shall  thereafter  be  subject  to 
DC  changeil  })Y  the  said  gmernor  and  legisla- 
tive assembly. 

Sec.  14.  An<l  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
delegate  to  the  House  of  Kcpresentativos  of 
the  United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  \ 


yoarfl,  who  shall  be  a  eitisen  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified 
to  elect  members  of  the  legislatiye  assemblj 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and 

Srivileges  as  are  exercised  and  enjoyed  by  the 
elegates  from  the  several  other  territories  of 
the  United  States  to  the  said  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, but  the  delegate  first  elected  snail 
hold  his  seat  only  during  the  term  of  the  Con- 
gress to  which  he  shall  be  elected.  The  first 
election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places, 
and  be  conducted  in  such  manner,  as  the  gov- 
ernor shall  appoint  and  direct;  and  at  all 
subsequent  elections  the  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  the  elections,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  person  having  the  ereatost 
number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  by  toe  gov- 
ernor to  be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate 
thereof  shall  be  given  accordingly.  That  the 
Constitution,  and  all  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the  said 
territory  of  Nebraska  as  elsewhere  within  the 
United  States,  except  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  approved  March  sixth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty,  which,  being  inoonsistCDt 
with  the  principle  of  non-intervention  by  Con- 
gress witli  slavery  in  the  states  and  territories, 
as  recognised  by  the  legislation  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  commonly  called  the  ora- 
promise  measures,  is  hereby  declared  inopera- 
tive and  void ;  it  being  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  slavery  into 
any  territory  or  suite,  nor  to  exclude  it  there- 
from, but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  perfectly 
free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  revive  or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regu- 
lation which  may  have  existed  prior  to  the  act 
of  sixth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty, 
either  protecting,  establishing,  prohibiting,  or 
abolishing  slavery. 

Sec.  15.  And  ha  it  further  enacted.  That 
there  shall  hereafter  be  appropriated,  as  has 
been  customary  for  the  territorial  gtjvern- 
ments,  a  sufficient  amount,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Nebraska,  not  exceeding  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriate*!  for  similar  ol)- 
ject«,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  public  build- 
ings at  the  seat  of  government,  and  for  the 
j)urchase  of  a  library,  to  be  kept  at  the  seat  of 
government  for  the  use  of  the  governor,  legis- 
lative assembly,  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
secretary,  marshal,  and  attorney  of  said  terri- 
tory, and  such  other  persons,  and  under  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
when  the  lan<ls  in  the  said  territory  shall  be 
surveyed  under  the  direction  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  prop.iratory  to 
bringing  same  into  market,  scotious  numbered 
sixte(Mi  and  thirtv-six,  in  curb  township  in 
said  territory,  shall  bn,  and  llic  same  are  hero- 
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bj»  neerved  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied 
to  schools  in  said  territory,  and  in  the  states 
and  territories  hereafter  to  be  erected  out  of 
the  same. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
natil  otherwbe  provided  by  law,  the  ^vemor 
of  said  territory  may  define  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  said  territory,  and  assign  the  judges 
who  may  be  appointed  for  said  territory  to  the 
•ereral  districts ;  and  also  appoint  .the  times 
and  places  for  holding  courts  in  the  several 
oounties  or  subdivisions  in  each  of  said  judi- 
dal  districts  by  proclamation,  to  be  issued  by 
him;  but  the  legislative  assembly,  at  their 
first  or  any  subsequent  session,  may  organize, 
alter,  or  modify  such  iudicial  districts,  and 
assign  the  iudges,  and  alter  the  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  courts,  as  to  them  shall 
teem  proper  and  convenient. 

See.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
all  officers  to  1)e  appointed  by  the  President, 
hj  and  with  the  auvice  and  consent  of  the 
oenate,  ft)r  the  territory  of  Nehniska,  who,  by 
▼irtue  of  the  provisions  of  anv  law  now  exist- 
ing, or  which  may  bo  enactecf  during  the  pre- 
aent  Congress,  are  required  to  give  security 
for  moneys  that  may  be  intrusted  with  them 
fiir  disbursements,  shall  give  such  security,  at 
such  time  and  place,  and  in  such  manner  as 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  prcecribe. 

Section  19  begins  that  part  of  tlie  bill  which 
provides  for  the  government  of  Kansas.  This 
IS  literally  the  stimc  as  section  1  of  bill,  ex- 
cept the  boundaries  of  Kansas  are  substituted 
for  those  of  Nebraska,  and  the  word  "  Kan- 
aas"  for  "  Nebraska,"  wherever  the  latter  oc- 
curs. 

Sections  20,  21,  22,  23.  24,  25,  20,  27,  28, 
29,  30,  32.  33,  34,  35,  and  36,  are  literally  like 
sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  G,  7,  8,  9,  10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 
16,  17,  and  18,  except  the  substitution  of 
"Kansas"  for  **  Nebraska,"  wherever  the  lat- 
ter word  occurs. 

Section  31  provides  for  the  location  of  the 
seat  of  government  of  Kansas. 

Section  37,  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  is  as 
follows ; — 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  treaties, 
laws,  and  other  engagements  made  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  with  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  territories  embraced 
within  this  act,  shall  be  faithfully  and  rigidly 
observed,  notwithstanding  anything  contained 
in  this  act ;  and  that  the  existing  agencies  and 
anperin tendencies  of  said  Indians  be  continued 
with  the  same  powers  and  duties  which  are 
now  prescribed  by  law,  e^^cept  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, change  tlie  location  of  the  office  of  super- 
iotendent. 

Passed  the.  House  of  Representatives,  Mav 
22,  1854. 

Attfl.^t: 

John  \V.  Fornev, 
Clerk,  House  of  Rcprescntuiices, 

The  lion.  A.  II.  Ilocdor,  of  Easton,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  appointed  governor  of  the  ter- 


ritory of  Kansas,  and  Daniel  Woodbon,  of 
Virginia,  secretary. 

Mr.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  was  appointed 
governor  of  Nebraska,  but  soon  diea ;  and 
Clark  W.  Isard,  of  Arkansas,  was  appointed 
in  his  place.  Thomas  B.  Cumming  was  made 
secretary. 

So  far  as  Nebraska  was  concerned,  no  ex- 
citement of  any  kind  marked  the  initiation  of 
her  territorial  existence.  The  persons  who 
emigrated  there  seemed  to  regard  the  pursuits  < 
of  business  as  of  more  interest  than  the  dis- 
cussion of  slavery. 

Kansas,  less  fortunate  than  her  sister  Ne- 
braska, became  at  once  the  battle -field  of  a 
fierce  political  conflict  between  the  advocates 
of  slavery  and  the  free  soil  men  from  the 
North,  who  went  there  to  resist  the  establish- 
ment of  that  institution  in  the  territory. 

This  much  to  be  deprecated  condition  of 
things  has  continued  to  mark  the  history  of 
Kansas  ever  since.  She  has  had  no  less  than 
five  different  governors,  all  of  whom,  with  the 
exception  of  the  present  governor,  the  Hon. 
T.  W .  Denver,  as  member  of  the  34th  Con- 
gress from  California,  became  complicated  in 
the  difference  existing  in  the  territory,  and  in 
turn  gave  way  to  their  successors,  each  one  of 
whom  was  deemed  to  possess  some  essential 
qualification  to  restore  peace  to  Kansas. 
These  expectations  were  not  realized.  The 
present  governor,  Denver,  seems  to  give  satis- 
faction, and  to  possess  the  elements  of  an 
executive  for  so  turbulent  a  territory. 

We  will,  however,  begin  at  the  oeginning, 
and  avoid  any  further  diversion  from  a  suc- 
cinct history  of  the  political  excitement  in 
Kansas. 

On  the  20th  of  Dec,  1854,  the  Hon. 
John  W.  Whitfield,  delegate  elect  from  the 
territory  of  Kansas,  was  sworn  in  and  admit- 
ted to  a  seat  in  the  House.  It  had  been  al- 
leged that  his  election  was  carried  hj  the 
importation  of  Missourians  into  the  territory  ; 
but  no  contest  was  made  upon  his  right,  and 
he  held  his  position  during  the  remainder  of 
the  thirty-third  Congress. 

During  the  recess  between  the  4th  of  March 
and  the  1st  of  Dec.  1855,  the  history  of  Kan- 
sas was  marked  by  events  fully  elaborated  in 
official  documents  hereinafter  contained,  which 

Ereclude  the  necessity  of  a  detail  of  them 
ere. 

The  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  by 
the  territorial  legislature  from  the  place  which 
had  been  fixed  jyy  Gov.  Reeder,  was  deemed 
by  the  latter  to  have  made  void  ab  initio  all 
acts  enacted  by  Uiem  subsequent  to  such  re- 
moval, on  the  ground  that  the  power  to  locate 
the  same  was  vested  in  him. 

The  Free  State  party  backed  up  Got.  Reeder, 
whilst  the  Pro-Slavery  party,  as  they  are  re- 
spectively called,  endoised  the  action  of  fhe 
legislature. 

Got.  Reeder,  in  the  mean  time,  was  removed 
■  as  governor. 
I     The  Free  State  party  met  at  Big  Springp, 
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•Old  resolved  to  repudiate  the  acts  of  the  terri- 
torial legislature,  aud  organize  a  state  govem- 
meut. 

A  convention  was  accordingly  called,  and 
held  by  them,  at  Topeka,  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day of  October,  and  framed  what  was  called 
the  Topeku  Ounstitution,  and  set  on  foot  a  state 
government  which,  figuratively  speaking,  was 
put  in  motion,  and  brmging  the  officers  elected 
under  it  in  conflict  with  the  regularly  consti- 
•tuted  authorities,  resulted  in  the  indictments 
against  them  for  treason  which  followed. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Whitfield  was 
elected  delegate  to  the  34th  Congress  without 
opposition,  under  the  act  of  the  territorial 
legislature  prescribing  the  mode  and  man- 
ner of  holding  elections,  &c.  The  free  state 
men  asserted  said  election  to  be  null,  held,  as 
it  was,  under  a  law  passed  by  a  legislature 
which  was,  as  they  contended,  in  itself  no 
legislature,  but  an  assumption.  They  accord- 
ingly, on  the  9th  of  October,  held  an  election 
of  their  own,  and  polled  their  votes  for  Gov. 
Reeder  as  delegate. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  re- 
ferred to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Kansas ; 
but  they  assumed  so  frightful  a  mien  during 
January,  1856,  that  he  made  them  the  subject 
of  a  special  message  to  Congress,  before  yet 
the  House  had  been  organized. 

That  message  was  read  to  both  Houses  on 
the  24th  of  Jan.,  1856,  and  is  as  follows: — 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives : — 

Circumstances  have  occurred  to  disturb  the 
course  of  governmental  organization  in  the 
territory  of  Kansas,  and  produce  there  a  con- 
dition of  things  which  renders  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  urgently  to  recommend  the  adoption  by 
you  of  such  measures  of  legislation  as  the 
grave  exigencies  of  the  case  appear  to  re- 
quire. 

A  brief  exposition  of  the  circumstances  re- 
ferred to,  and  of  their  causes,  will  be  neces- 
sary to  the  full  understanding  of  the  recom- 
mendation which  it  is  proposed  to  submit. 

The  act  to  organize  the  territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  was  a  manifestation  of  the 
legislative  opinion  of  Congress  on  two  great 
points  of  constitutional  construction :  one, 
that  the  designation  of  the  boundaries  of  a 
new  territory,  and  provision  for  its  political 
organization  and  administration  as  a  territory, 
are  measures  which  of  right  fall  within  the 
powers  of  the  general  government ;  and  the 
other,  that  the  mhabitant-s  of  any  such  terri- 
tory considered  as  an  inchoate  state  are  en- 
titled, in  the  exercise  of  self-government,  to 
determine  for  themselves  what  shall  be  their 
own  domestic  institutions,  subject  only  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  duly  enacted  by 
Congress  under  it,  and  to  tlie  power  of  the  exist- 
ing states  to  decide,  according  to  the  provi- 
eions  and  principles  of  the  Constitution,  at 
what  time  the  territory  shall  be  received  as  a 
itate  into  the  Union.    Such  are  the  great  po- 


litical rights  which  are  solemnly  declared  and 
affirmed  oy  that  act. 

Based  upon  this  theory,  the  act  of  Congress 
defined  for  each  territory  the  outlines  of  repub- 
lican government,  distributing  public  autho- 
rity among  lawfully  created  agents — executive, 
judicial,  and  legislative — to  bo  appointed 
either  by  the  general  government  or  by  the 
territory.  The  legislative  functions  were  in- 
trusted to .  a  Council  and  a  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, duly  elected,  and  empowered  to 
enact  all  the  local  laws  which  they  might 
deem  essential  to  their  prosperity,  happiness, 
and  good  government.  Acting  in  the  same 
spirit.  Congress  also  defined  the  persons  who 
were  in  the  first  instance  to  be  considered  at 
the  people  of  each  territory;  enacting  that 
every  free  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  same 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being  aa 
actual  resident  thereof,  and  possossine  the 
qualifications  hereafter  described,  should  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  be 
eligible  to  any  office  within  the  territory ;  but 
that  the  qualifications  of  voters  and  holding 
office  at  all  subsequent  elections  should  be 
such  as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly :  Provided,  however,  that  the 
right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office  should 
be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  those  who  should  have  declared 
on  oath  their  intention  to  become  such,  and 
have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  provisions 
of  the  act :  And  provided  further,  that  no  offi- 
cer, soldier,  seaman,  or  marine,  or  other  per- 
son in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  attached  to  troops  in  their  service,  should 
be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  either  ter- 
ritory by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein. 

Such  of  the  public  officers  of  the  territo- 
ries as,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act,  were  to 
be  appointed  by  the  general  government,  in- 
cluding the  governors,  were  appointed  and 
commissioned  in  due  season ;  the  law  having 
been  enacted  on  the  30th  of  May,  1854,  and 
the  commission  of  the  governor  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Nebraska  being  dated  on  the  2d  day 
of  August,  1854,  and  of  the  territory  of  Kan- 
sas on  the  29th  day  of  June,  1854. 

Among  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  on 
the  governors  was  that  of  directing  and  su- 
perintending the  political  organization  of  the 
respective  territories.  The  Governor  of  Kansas 
was  required  to  cause  a  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  and  qualified  voters  of 
the  several  counties  and  districts  of  the  terri- 
tory to  be  taken  by  such  persons  and  in  such 
mode  as  he  might  designate  and  appoint ;  to 
appoint  and  direct  the  time  and  places  of 
holding  the  first  elections,  and  the  manner  of 
conducting  them,  both  as  to  the  persons  to 
superintend  such  elections  and  the  returns 
thereof;  to  declare  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  each  county  or  district ;  to  declare 
what  persons  might  appear  to  l>e  duly  elected  ; 
and  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  o}  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  In  sub- 
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stance,  the  same  duties  were  deyolved  on  the 
Qovemor  of  Nebraska. 

While  by  this  act,  the  principle  of  consti- 
tution for  each  of  the  territories  was  one  and 
the  same,  and  the  details  of  organic  legisla- 
tion regarding  both  were  as  nearly  as  could 
be  identical,  and  while  the  territory  of  Ne- 
braska was  tranquilly  and  successfully  organ- 
ized in  the  due  course  of  law,  and  its  first 
LegisUtive  Assembly  met  on  the  16th  of  Jan. 
1855,  the  organization  of  Kansas  was  long 
delayed,  and  nas  been  attended  with  serious 
difficulties  and  embarrassments,  partly  the 
consequence  of  local  mal-administration,  and 
partly  of  the  unjustifiable  interference  of  the 
inhabitants  of  some  of  the  states  foreign  by 
residence,  interests,  and  rights  to  the  terri- 
tory. 

The  ^vemor  of  the  territory  of  Kansas, 
commissioned,  as  before  stated,  on  the  29th  of 
June,  1854,  did  not  reach  the  designated  seat 
of  his  government  until  the  7th  of  the  ensu- 
ing October;  and  even  then  failed  to  make 
the  first  step  in  its  legal  organization — that  of 
ordering  the  census  or  enumeration  of  its  in- 
habitants— until  so  late  a  day  that  the  election 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
did  not  take  place  until  the  30th  of  March, 
1855,  nor  its  meeting  until  the  2d  of  July, 
1855.  So  that  for  a  year  after  the  territory 
was  constituted  by  the  act  of  Congress  and 
the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  federal 
executive  had  been  commissioned,  it  was  with- 
out a  complete  government,  without  any  legis- 
lative authority,  without  local  law,  and  of 
course  without  the  ordinary  guarantees  of 
peace  and  public  order. 

In  other  respects,  the  governor,  instead  of 
exerciHinff  constant  vigilance,  and  putting 
forth  all  his  enerjjios  to  prevent  or  counteract 
the  tendencies  to  illegality  which  are  prone  to 
exist  in  all  imperfectly  organized  and  newly 
associated  communities,  allowed  his  attention 
to  be  diverted  from  official  obligation  by  other 
objects,  and  himself  set  an  example  of  the  vio- 
lation of  law  in  the  performance  of  acts  which 
rendered  it  my  duty,  in  the  sequel,  to  remove 
him  from  the  office  of  chief  executive  magis- 
trate of  the  territory. 

Before  the  requisite  preparation  was  accom- 
plished for  election  of  a  territorial  legislature, 
an  election  of  delegate  to  Congress  had  been 
held  in  the  territory  on  the  2yth  day  of  No- 
rember,  1854,  and  Uie  delegate  took  his  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  without  chal- 
lenge. If  arrangements  had  been  perfected 
by  the  governor  so  that  the  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Assembly  might  be  held 
in  the  several  precincts  at  the  same  time  as 
for  delegate  to  Congress,  any  question  apper- 
taining to  the  qualification  of  the  persons 
▼oting  as  people  of  the  territory  would  have 
passed  necessarily  and  at  once  under  the 
Bupervision  of  Congress,  as  the  judge  of  the 
Talidity  of  the  return  of  the  delegate,  and 
would  have  been  determined  before  conflict- 
ing passions  had  become  inflamed  by  time, 
ana  Defore  opportunity  could  have  lieen  af- 


forded for  systematio  interference  of  the  pe<^ 
pie  of  individual  states. 

This  interference,  in  so  far  as  concerns  its 
primary  causes  and  its  immediate  commence* 
ment,  was  one  of  the  incidents  of  that  perni- 
cious agitation  on  the  subject  of  the^ condition 
of  the  colored  persons  held  to  service  in  some 
of  the  states  wnich  has  so  long  disturbed  the 
repose  of  our  country,  and  excited  individuals, 
otherwise  patriotic  and  law-abiding,  to  toil 
with  misdirected  zeal  in  the  attempt  to  pro-* 
pagate  their  social  theories  by  the  perversion 
ana  abuse  of  the  powers  of  Congress.  The 
persons  and  the  parties  whom  the  tenor  of  the 
act  to  organize  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  mwarted  in  the  endeavor  to  impose, 
through  the  agency  of  Congress,  their  parti- 
cular views  of  social  organization  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  future  new  states,  now  perceiving 
that  the  policy  of  leaving  the  inhabitants  of 
each  state  to  judfje  for  themselves  in  this  re- 
spect was  ineradically  rooted  in  the  convic- 
tions of  the  people  of  the  Union,  then  had  re- 
course, in  the  pursuit  of  their  general  object, 
to  the  extraortunary  measure  of  propagandist 
colonization  of  the  territory  oi  Kansas,  to 
prevent  the  free  and  natural  action  of  its  in- 
habitants in  its  internal  organization,  and 
thus  to  anticipate  or  to  force  the  determina- 
tion of  that  question  in  this  inchoate  state. 

With  such  views,  associations  were  orga- 
nized in  some  of  the  states,  and  their  purposes 
were  proclaimed  through  the  press  in  lan- 
guage extremely  irritating  and  offensive  to 
uiose  of  whom  the  colonists  were  to  become 
the  neighbors.  Those  designs  and  acts  had 
the  necessary  consequence  to  awaken  emo- 
tions of  intense  indignation  in  states  near  to 
the  territory  of  Kansas,  and  especially  in  the 
adjoining  state  of  Missouri,  whose  domestic 

Eeace  was  thus  the  most  directly  endangered ; 
ut  they  are  far  from  justifying  the  illej^  and 
reprehensible  counter  movements  which  en- 
sued. 

Under  these  inauspicious  circumstances  the 
primary  elections  for  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  were  held  in  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  precincts  at  the  time  and  the  places, 
and  by  the  persons  designated  and  appointed 
by  the  governor  according  to  law. 

Angry  accusations  that  illegal  votes  had 
been  polled  abounded  on  all  sides,  and  impu- 
tations were  made  both  of  fraud  and  violence. 
But  the  governor,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power 
and  the  discharge  of  the  duty  conferrea  and 
imposed  by  law  on  him  ^lone,  officially  re- 
ceived and  considered  the  returns;  declared 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  the  House  of  Representatives  "  duly 
elected ;"  withheld  certificates  from  others  be- 
cause of  alleged  illegality  of  votes ;  appointed 
a  new  election  to  supply  the  place  of  tne  per- 
sons not  certified ;  and  thus  at  length,  in  all 
the  forms  of  statute,  and  with  his  own  official 
authentication,  complete  legality  was  given  to 
the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  territoiy. 

Those  decisions  of  the  returning  officers  and 
of  the  governor  are  final,  except  that,  by  the 
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parliamontary  usage  of  the  coantry  applied  to 
tlie  organic  law,  it  may  be  conceded  that  each 
House  of  the  Assembly  mu8t  have  been  com- 
potent  to  determine,  m  the  last  resort,  the 
qualifii;ationR  and  the  election  of  its  members. 
The  subject  was,  by  its  nature,  one  appertain- 
ing exclusively  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tne  local 
authorities  of  the  territory.  Whatever  irregu- 
larities may  have  occurred  in  the  elections,  it 
seems  too  late  now  U>  raise  that  question.  At 
'all  events,  it  is  a  (question  as  to  which,  neither 
now,  nor  at  any  previous  time,  has  the  least 
possible  legal  authority  been  possessed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  For  all  pre- 
sent purposes  the  legislative  body,  thus  con- 
stituted and  elected,  was  the  legitimate  Assem- 
bly of  the  territory. 

Accordingly,  the  governor,  by  proclama- 
tion, convened  the  Assembly  thus  elected  to 
meet  at  a  place  called  Pawnee  City ;  the  two 
houses  met  and  were  duly  organized  in  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  form ;  each  sent  to, 
and  received  from,  the  governor  the  official 
communications  usual  on  such  occasions ;  an 
elaborate  message  opening  the  session  was 
communicated  by  the  governor ;  and  the  ge- 
neral business  of  legislation  was  entered  upon 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

But,  after  a  few  days,  the  Assembly  re- 
solved to  adjourn  to  another  place  in  the  ter- 
ritory. A  law  was  accordingly  passed,  against 
the  consent  of  the  governor,  but  in  due  form 
otherwise,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government 
temporarily  to  the  **  Shawnee  Manual  Labor 
School,'*  (or  Mission,)  and  thither  the  Assem- 
bly proceeded.  After  this,  receiving  a  bill 
for  tlie  establishment  of  a  ferry  at  the  town 
of  Kickapoo,  the  governor  refused  to  sif^n  it, 
and,  by  special  message,  assigned  for  reason 
of  refusal,  not  anything  objectionable  in  the 
bill  itself,  nor  any  pretence  of  the  illegality  or 
incompetency  of  the  Assembly  as  siich,  but 
only  the  factthat  the  Assembly  had  by  its  act 
transferred  the  seat  (»f  guvcjrnment  tempora- 
rily from  Pawnee  City  to  Shawnee  Mission. 
For  the  same  reason  he  continued  to  refuse  to  ■ 
sign  other  bills,  until,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  he,  by  official  message,  communicated  to 
the  Assembly  the  fact  that  he  had  received  no- 
tification of  the  termination  of  his  functions  as 
governor,  and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
legally  devolve<l  on  the  secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory ;  thus  to  the  last  recognising  the  body  as 
a  (fuly  elected  and  constituted  Legislative  As- 
sembly. 

It  will  bo  perceived  that,  if  any  constitu- 
tional defect  attached  to  the  legislative  acts  of 
the  Assembly,  it  is  not  pretended  to  consist  in 
irregularity  of  election,  or  want  of  qualifica- 
tion of  the  members,  but  only  in  the  change 
of  its  place  of  session.  Htywever  trivial  this 
objection  may  seem  to  be,  it  requires  to  be 
considered,  because  upon  it  is  founded  all 
that  superstructure  ot  acts,  plainly  against 
law,  which  now  threatens  the  peace,  not 
only  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  but  of  the 
Union. 

Such  an  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the 


Legislative  Assembly  was  of  ezceptioDable  on* 
gin,  for  the  reason  tnat,  by  the  oxpross  terms 
of  the  organic  law,  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  territory  was  "  located  temporarily  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,"  and  yet  the  governor  himself 
remained  there  less  than  two  months,  and  of 
his  own  discretion  transferred  the  seat  of 
government  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  where  it 
m  fact  was  at  the  time  the  Assembly  were 
called  to  meet  at  Pawnee  City.  If  the  gover- 
nor had  any  such  right  to  change  temporarily 
the  seat  of  governftient,  still  more  nad  the 
Legislative  Assembly.  The  objection  is  of  ex- 
ceptionable origin  for  the  further  reason  that 
the  place  indicated  by  the  governor,  without 
having  any  exclusive  claim  of  preference  in 
itself,  was  a  proposed  town  site  only,  which  he 
and  others  were  attempting  to  locate  unlaw- 
fully upon  land  within  a  military  reservation, 
and  for  participation  in  which  illegal  act  the 
commanclant  ot  the  iK>st — a  superior  officer 
of  the  army — has  been  dismissea  by  sentence 
of  court-martial. 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  why  the  Legislative 
Assembly  might  not  with  propriety  pass  the 
territorial  act  transferring  its  sittings  to  the 
Shawnee  Mission.  If  it  could  not,  that  must 
be  on  accountof  some  prohibitory  or  incompat* 
ible  provision  of  act  of  Congress.  But.no  such 
provision  exists.  The  organic  act,  as  already 
quoted,  says,  "  the  seat  of  government  is  here- 
by located  temporarily  at  Fort  Leavenworth,'' 
and  it  then  provides  that  certain  of  the  public 
buildings  there  "may  be  occupied  and  used 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  Legis- 
lative Assembly."  These  expressions  might 
possibly  be  construed  to  imply  that  when  in 
a  previous  section  of  the  act  it  was  enacted 
that  "  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  shall  meet 
at  such  place  and  on  such  day  as  tlie  gtiver- 
nor  shall  impoint,"  the  word  **  place"  means 
place  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  not  place  any- 
where in  the  territory.  If  so,  the  governor 
would  have  been  the  first  to  err  in  this  matter, 
not  only  in  himself  having  removed  the  seat 
of  government  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  but 
in  again  removing  it  to  Pawnee  City.  If 
there  was  any  departure  from  the  letter  of 
the  law,  therefore,  it  was  his  in  lx)th  in- 
stances. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  most  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  by  the  terms  of  the 
organic  act  Congi-ess  intende<i  to  do  impliedly 
what  it  has  not  d(me  expressly — that  is,  to 
forbid  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  the  |M>wer 
to  choose  any  place  it  might  see  fit  as  the  tern 
porary  seat  of  its  deliberations.  That  is 
proved  by  the  significant  language  of  one  of 
the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  of  March  3,  1855,  which,  in  making 
appropriation  for  public  buildings  of  the  ter- 
ritory, enacts  that  the  same  shall  not  be 
expended  **  until  the  legislature  of  said  terri- 
tory shall  have  fixed  by  law  the  permanent 
seat  of  government."  Congress,  m  these  ex- 
pressions, does  not  pn">fess  to  be  granting  the 
power  to  fix  the  permanent  seat  of  govern 
mcnt,  but  recognises  the  power  as  one  already 
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granted.  But  bow?  Undoubtedly  by  the  com- 
prebensiye  provision  of  the  organic  act  itself, 
which  declares  that  "  the  legistative  power  of 
the  territory  shall  extend  to  all  rightful  sub- 
jects of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  the  provisions 
of  this  act."  If,  in  view  of  this  act,  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  had  the  large  power  to  fix  the 
permanent  seat  of  government  at  any  place  in 
ita  discretion,  of  course,  by  the  same  enact- 
ment, it  had  the  less  and  the  included  power 
to  fix  it  temporarily. 

Nevertheless,  the  allegation  that  the  acts  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  were  illegal  by  reason 
of  this  removal  of  its  place  of  session  was 
brought  forward  to  justify  the  first  great 
movement  in  disregard  of  law  within  the  te]> 
ritorj.  One  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly provided  for  the  election  of  a  delegate 
tcr  the  present  Congress,  and  a  delegate  was 
elected  under  that  law.  But,  subsequentiy 
to  this,  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  territory 
proceedea  without  authority  of  law  to  elect 
another  delegate. 

Following  upon  this  movement  was  another 
and  more  important  one  of  the  same  general 
character.  Persons  confessedly  not  constitut- 
ing the  body  politic,  or  all  the  inhabitants, 
but  merely  a  party  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
without  law,  have  undertaken  to  summon  a 
oonvention  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the 
territory  into  a  state,  and  have  framed  a  con- 
stitution, adopted  it,  and  under  it  elected  a 
governor  and  other  officers,  and  a  representa- 
tive to  Congress. 

In  extenuation  of  these  illegal  acts,  it  is 
alleged  that  the  states  of  California,  Michigan, 
and  others,  were  self-organized,  and,  as  such, 
were  admitted  into  the  Union  without  a  pre- 
vious enabling  act  of  Congress.  It  is  true 
that,  while,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  a  previous 
act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  to  authorize 
the  territory  to  present  itself  as  a  state,  and 
that  this  is  deemed  the  most  regular  course, 
jet  such  an  act  has  not  been  held  to  be  in- 
diapensable,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  territory 
has  proceeded  without  it,  and  has  nevertheless 
1)een  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  It 
lies  with  Congress  to  authorize  beforehand, 
or  to  confirm  afterwards,  in  its  discretion. 
But  in  no  instance  has  a  state  been  admitted 
upcm  the  application  of  persons  acting  against 
authorities  duly  constituted  by  act  of  Con- 
f^resi*.  In  every  case  it  is  the  people  of  the 
territory,  not  a  party  among  them,  who  have 
the  power  to  form  a  constitution,  and  ask  for 
admission  as  a  state.  No  principle  of  public 
law,  no  practice  or  precedent  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  no  rule  of  rea- 
son, right,  or  common  sense,  confers  any  such 
power  as  that  now  claimed  by  a  mere  party 
in  the  territory.  In  fact,  what  has  been  done 
is  of  revolutionary  character.  It  is  avowedly 
■0  in  motive  and  in  aim  as  respects  the  local 
law  of  the  territory.  It  will  become  treason- 
able insurrection  if  it  reach  the  length  of 
ttrganixed  resistance  by  force  to  the  funda- 


mental or  any  other  federal  law,  and  to  the 
authority  of  the  general  government. 

In  such  an  event,  the  path  of  duty  for  the 
executive  is  plain.  The  Constitution  reouir- 
ine  him  to  taxe  care  that  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  faithfully  executed,  if  they  be 
opposed  in  the  territory  of  Kansas,  he  may 
and  should  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  marshal 
any  public  force  of  the  United  States  which 
happens  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction,  to  be 
used  as  a  portion  of  the  posse  comitatus;  and, 
if  that  do  not  suffice  to  maintain  order,  then 
he  may  call  forth  the  militia  of  one  or  more 
states  for  that  object,  or  employ  for  the  same 
object  any  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force  of 
the  United  States.  So,  also,  if  the  obstruction 
be  to  the  laws  of  the  territory,  and  it  be  duly 
presented  to  him  as  a  case  of  insurrection,  he 
may  employ  for  its  suppression  the  militia  of 
any  state,  or  the  land  or  naval  force  of  the 
United  States.  And  if  the  territory  be  invaded 
by  the  citizens  of  other  states,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  elections  or  for  any  other, 
and  the  local  authorities  find  themselves  un- 
able to  repel  or  withstand  it,  they  will  be 
entitled  to,  and  upon  the  fact  being  fully  as- 
certained they  shall  most  certainly  receive,  the 
aid  of  the  general  government. 

But  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  volunteer  interposition  by 
force  to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections  either 
in  a  state  or  territory.  To  do  so  would  be 
subversive  of  public  freedom.  And  whether 
a  law  be  wise  or  unwise,  just  or  unjust,  is  not 
a  question  for  him  to  judge.  If  it  be  constitu- 
tional— ^that  is,  if  it  be  the  law  of  the  land — it 
is  his  duty  to  cause  it  to  be  executed,  or  to 
sustain  the  authorities  of  any  state  or  territory 
in  executing  it  in  opposition  to  all  insurrec- 
tionary movements. 

Our  system  affi)rds  no  justification  of  revo- 
lutionary acts;  for  the  constitutional  means 
of  relieving  the  people  of  unjust  administra- 
tion and  laws,  by  a  change  of  public  agent 
and  by  repeal,  are  ample,  and  more  prompt 
and  effective  than  illegal  violence.  These 
constitutional  means  must  be  scrupulously 
guarded — this  great  prerogative  of  popular 
sovereignty  sacredly  respected. 

It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peaceable 
and  orderly  people  of  the  territory  of  Kansas 
to  elect  their  own  legislative  body,  make  their 
own  laws,  and  reflate  their  own  social  insti- 
tutions, without  foreign  or  domestic  molesta- 
tion. Interference,  on  the  one  hand,  to  pro- 
cure the  abolition  or  prohibition  of  slave  labor 
in  the  territory,  has  produced  mischievous 
interference ;  on  the  other  for  its  maintenance 
or  introduction.  One  wrong  begets  another. 
Statements  entirely  unfounded,  or  grossly  ex- 
aggerated, concerning  events  within  the  terri- 
tory, are  sedulously  dififused  through  remote 
states  to  feed  the  flame  of  sectional  animosity 
there ;  and  the  agitators  there  exert  themselves 
indefatigabjy  in  return  to  encourage  and  sti- 
mulate strife  within  the  territory. 

The  inflammatory  agitation^  of  which  the 
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parliamontary  usage  of  the  country  applied  to 
the  organic  law,  it  may  he  conceded  that  each 
IIouKO  of  the  Assemhfy  muRt  have  heen  com- 
petent  to  determine,  m  the  last  resort,  the 
qualiiicationK  and  the  election  of  its  memhers. 
The  subject  was,  by  its  nature,  one  appertain- 
ing exclusively  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  local 
authorities  of  the  territory.  Whatever  irregu- 
larities may  have  occurred  in  the  elections,  it 
seems  too  late  now  t^)  raise  that  question.  At 
all  events,  it  is  a  question  as  to  which,  neither 
now,  nor  at  any  previous  time,  has  the  least 
possible  legal  uutnority  been  possessed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  For  all  pre- 
sent purposes  the  legislative  body,  thus  con- 
stituted and  elected,  was  the  legitimate  Assem- 
bly of  the  territory. 

Accordingly,  tlie  governor,  by  proclama- 
tion, convened  the  Assembly  thus  elected  to 
meet  at  a  place  called  Pawnee  City ;  the  two 
houses  met  and  were  duly  organized  in  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  form ;  each  sent  to, 
and  received  from,  the  governor  the  official 
communications  usual  on  such  occasions ;  an 
elaborate  message  opening  the  session  was 
communicated  by  the  governor ;  and  the  ge- 
neral business  of  legislation  was  entered  upon 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

But,  after  a  few  days,  the  Assembly  re- 
solved to  adjourn  to  another  plac«  in  the  ter- 
ritory. A  law  wa«i  accordingly  passed,  against 
the  consent  of  the  governor,  but  in  due  form 
otherwise,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government 
temporarily  to  the  "  Shawnee  Manual  Lalxir 
School,"  (or  Mission,)  and  thither  the  Assem- 
bly proceeded.  After  this,  receiving  a  bill 
for  tne  establishment  of  a  ferry  at  the  town 
of  Kickapoo,  the  governor  refused  to  sign  it, 
and,  by  special  message,  assigned  for  reason 
of  refusal,  not  any  tiling  objectionable  in  the 
bill  itself,  nor  any  pretence  of  the  illegality  or 
incompetency  of  the  Assembly  as  such,  but 
only  the  fact  that  the  Assembly  had  by  its  act 
transferred  the  se:it  of  govoriiment  tempora- 
rily from  Pawnee  City  to  Shawnee  Mission. 
For  the  same  reason  ho  continued  to  refuse  to 
sign  other  bills,  until,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  he,  by  official  message,  communicated  to 
the  Assembly  the  fact  that  he  had  received  no- 
tification of  the  termination  of  his  functions  as 
governor,  and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
legally  devolve<l  on  the  secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory ;  thus  to  the  last  rec^)gnising  the  body  as 
a  duly  elected  and  constituted  Legislative' As- 
sembly. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  if  any  constitu- 
tional defect  attached  to  the  legislative  acts  of 
the  Assembly,  it  is  not  pretended  to  consist  in 
irregularity  of  election,  or  want  of  qualifica- 
tion of  the  members,  but  only  in  the  change 
of  its  place  of  session.  -Ilt/wever  trivial  this 
objection  may  seem  to  be,  it  requires  to  be 
considered,  because  unon  it  is  founded  all 
that  superstructure  oi  acts,  plainly  against 
law,  wnich  now  threatens  the  peace,  not 
only  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  out  of  the 
Union. 
Such  an  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the 


Legislative  Assembly  was  of  exceptionable  ori- 
gui,  for  the  reason  that,  by  the  express  tenu 
of  the  organic  law,  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  territory  was  **  located  temporarily  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,"  and  yet  the  governor  himself 
remained  there  less  than  two  months,  and  of 
his  own  discretion  transferred  the  scat  of 
^vernmeut  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  where  it 
m  fact  was  at  the  time  the  Assembly  were 
called  to  meet  at  Pawnee  City.  If  the  govern 
nOr  had  any  such  right  to  change  tempOTarUy 
the  seat  of  government,  still  more  nad  tlia 
Legislative  i^sembly.  The  obiection  is  of  ex- 
ceptionable origin  for  the  further  reason  that 
the  place  indicated  by  the  governor,  withont 
having  any  exclusive  claim  of  preference  m 
itself,  was  a  proposed  town  site  only,  which  be 
and  others  were  attempting  to  locate  unkw- 
fully  upon  land  within  a  muitarr  reservation, 
and  for  participation  in  which  ille^  act  the 
commanclant  ot  the  post — a  superior  officer 
of  the  army — has  been  dismissed  by  sentence 
of  court-martial. 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  why  the  Legislatire 
Assembly  might  not  with  propriety  pass  the 
territorial  act  transferring  its  sittmes  to  the 
Shawnee  Mission.  If  it  could  not,  that  must 
be  on  account  of  some  prohibitory  or  incompsi- 
ible  provision  of  act  of^ Congress.  But.no  such 
provision  exists.  The  organic  act,  as  already 
quoted,  says,  "  the  seat  of  government  is  here- 
by located  temporarily  at  Fort  Leavenworth,'' 
and  it  then  provides  thatcertain  of  the  pubUc 
buildings  there  "  may  be  occupied  and  used 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  Legis- 
lative Assembly."  These  expressions  might 
possibly  be  construed  to  imply  that  when  in 
a  previous  section  of  the  act  it  was  enacted 
that  **  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  shall  meet 
at  such  place  and  on  such  day  as  the  gover- 
nor shall  apponit,"  the  word  **  place"  means 
place  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  not  place  any- 
where in  the  territory.  If  so,  the  governor 
would  have  been  the  first  to  err  in  this  matter, 
not  only  in  himself  having  removed  the  scat 
of  government  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  but 
in  again  removing  it  to  Pawnee  City.  If 
there  was  any  departure  from  the  letter  of 
the  law,  therefore,  it  was  his  in  both  in- 
stances. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  most  unrear 
sonable  to  suppose  that  by  the  terms  of  the 
organic  act  Congress  intended  to  do  impliedly 
what  it  has  not  done  expressly — that  is,  to 
forbid  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  the  power 
to  choose  any  place  it  micht  see  fit  as  the  tern 
porary  seat  of  its  deliberations.  '^*'**jy 
proved  by  the  significant  language  of  one  of 
the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  of  March  3,  1855,  which,  in  making 
appropriation  for  public  buildings  of  the  tei^ 
ritory,  enacts  that  the  same  shall  not  be 
expended  "  until  tlie  legislature  of  said  tem- 
tory  shall  have  fixed  by  law  the  permanent 
seat  of  government."  Congress,  in  these  ^ 
pressions,  does  not  profess  to  be  granting  the 
power  to  fix  the  permanent  seat  of  govern 
ment,  but  recognises  the  power  as  one  aueady 
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The  ConstitnUon  (section  3,  article  4)  pro- 
jidee  that  **  now  states  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union." 

Section  B,  Article  1 :  **Coxif^nm  dull  have  power  to  make 
ail  \mm9  which  shmll  he  Decenary  aod  proper  fur  carrying 
Into  execution  the  foresolng  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
Teated  hj  this  Constituuon  in  the  ftoremment  of  the  United 
Statea,  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof." 

UHh  amendment:  **The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  State«  hy  the  Constitution,  nor  pmhlMted  by  it  to 
the  atales,  an  reserred  to  the  states  respectifely,  or  to  the 
fi^ple.'' 

A  state  of  the  Federal  Union  is  a  sovereign 
power,  limited  only  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  limitations  which  that  instrument  has 
impr)sed  are  few,  specific,  and  uniform — ap- 

?l]cable  alike  to  all  the  states,  old  and  new. 
'here  is  no  authority  for  putting  a  restriction 
upon  the  sovereignty  of  a  new  state,  which  the 
Ccmsticution  has  not  place<l  on  the  original 
states.  Indeed,  if  such  a  restriction  could  be 
impoj»ed  on  any  state,  it  would  instantly  cease 
to  i)e  a  state  within  the  meaning  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and,  in  c<m8equonce  of  the  ine- 
quality, would  assimilate  to  the  condition  of 
%  province  or  dependency.  Hence,  equality 
among  all  the  states  of  the  Union  is  a  funda- 
montal  principle  in  our  federative  system — a 
principle  omboilied  in  the  Constitution,  as  the 
Msis  upon  which  the  American  Union  rests. 

African  slavery  existed  in  all  the  colonies, 
ander  the  sanction  of  the  British  government, 
prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted,  it  became  the  supreme  law  and 
bond  of  union  between  twelve  slaveholding 
■tates  and  one  non-slaveholding  state;  each 
state  reserved  the  right  to  decide  the  question 
of  alavery  for  itself — to  continue  it  as  a 
domestic  mstitution  so  long  as  it  pleased,  and 
to  abolish  it  when  it  chose. 

In  pursuance  of  this  reserved  right,  six  of 
the  original  slaveholding  states  have  since 
abolished  and  prohibited  slavery  within  their 
limits  respectively,  without  consulting  Con- 
gress or  their  sister  states,  while  the  other  six 
have  retained  and  sustained  it  as  a  domestic 
Institution,  which,  in  their  opinion,  had  be- 
come so  firmly  engrafted  on  tneir  social  sys- 
tems, that. the  relation  between  the  master 
■nd  slave  could  not  be  dissolved  with  safety 
to  either.  In  the  mean  time,  eighteen  new 
states  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  in 
obedience  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  on  an 
Sqoal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  the  right  of  each  to  decide 
the  question  of  slavery  fur  itself.  In  deciding 
this  question,  it  has  so  happened  that  nine  of 
these  new  states  have  alKilisned  and  prohibited 
ilavery,  while  the  other  nine  have  retained  and 
regulated  it.  That  these  new  states  bad  at 
:he  time  of  their  admission,  and  still  retain, 
in  equal  ripht,  under  the  Federal  Constitution, 
rith  the  original  states,  to  decide  all  questions 
if  domestic  poli'-y  for  themselves,  including 
liat  of  African  slavery,  ought  not  to  be  se- 
^oosly  questioned,  and  certainly  cannot  be 
niocessfully  controverted. 


They  are  all  subject  to  the  same  supreme 
law,  which,  by  the  consent  of  each,  consti- 
tutes the  only  limitation  upon  their  soYoreign 
authority. 

Since  we  find  the  right  to  admit  new  states 
enumerated  among  the  powers  expressly  dele- 
gated in  the  Constitution,  the  question  arises, 
whence  does  Congress  derive  authority  to  or- 
ganize temporary  governments  for  the  terri- 
tories preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states?  Your  committee  are  not  prepared  to 
adopt  the  reasoning  which  deduces  the  power 
from  that  other  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  says : 


"  Congress  shell  hare  power  tn  (li^po^e  of  and  mske  all 

iliitioiis  ri*!iiHH*tini 
other  property  belonging  to  the  Uultt.*d  Stiites." 


needful   rulfs  and  rfgnliitioiis  rf»u«H>tinK  tho  territM-j  or 


The  language  of  this  clause  is  much  more 
appropriate  when  applied  to  property  tlian  to 
persons.  It  would  seem  to  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon 
Congress  the  piwer  of  dis|)osing  of  the  public 
lands  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  make  all  needlul  rules 
and  regulations  for  that  purpose,  rather  than 
to  govern  the  people  wno  might  purchase 
those  lands  from  the  United  States  and  be- 
come residents  thereon.  The  word  "terri- 
tory" was  an  appropriate  expression  to  desig- 
nate that  large  area  of  public  lands  of  which 
the  United  States  had  become  the  owner  by 
virtue  of  the  Revolution  and  the  cession  by 
the  several  states.  The  additional  words  "  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States*' 
clearly  snow  that  the  term  "territory"  was 
used  in  its  ordinary  geographical  sense  to 
designate  the  public  domain,  and  not  as  de- 
scriptive of  the  whole  Ixnly  of  the  people,  con- 
stituting a  distinct  political  community,  who 
have  no  representation  in  Congress,  and  con- 
sequently no  voice  in  making  the  laws  upon 
which  all  their  rights  and  liberties  would  de- 
pend, if  it  were  conceded  that  Congress  had 
the  general  and  unlimited  power  to  make  all 
"needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning" 
their  internal  affairs  and  domestic  concerns. 
It  is  under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
and  from  this  alone,  that  Congress  dmves 
authority  to  provide  for  the  surveys  of  the 
public  lands,  for  securing  pre-emption  rights 
to  actual  settlers,  for  the  establishment  of 
land  offices  in  the  several  states  and  terri- 
tories, for  exposing  the  lauds  to  private  and 
public  sale,  for  issuing  putrnts  anci  confirming 
titles,  and,  in  short,  for  making  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  protecting  and  dis- 
posing of  the  public  domain  and  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  Unito<l  States. 

These  needful  rules  an<l  regulations  may  be 
embraced,  and  usually  are  found,  in  general 
laws  applicable  alike  to  states  and  territories, 
wherever  the  United  States  may  be  the  owner 
of  the  lands  or  other  property  to  be  regulated 
or  disposed  of.  It  can  make  no  difference, 
under  this  clause  of  the  C<.>nstitution,  whether 
the  "territory,  or  other  property,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,''  shall  be  situated  in 
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Ohio  or  Kansas,  in  Alabama  or  Minnesota,  in 
California  or  Oregon ;  the  power  of  Congress 
to  make  needful  rules  and  regulations  is  the 
same  in  the  states  and  territories,  to  the  extent 
that  the  title  is  vestod  in  the  United  States. 
Inasmuch  as  the  right  of  legislation  in  such 
rases  rests  exclusively  upon  Uie  fact  of  owner- 
ship, it  is  obvious  it  can  extend  only  to  the 
tracts  of  laud  to  which  the  United  States  pos- 
sess the  title,  and  must  cease  in  respect  to 
each  tract  the  instant  it  becomes  private  pro- 
perty by  purchase  from  the  United  States.     It 
will  scarcely  be  contended  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  legislate  for  the  people  of 
Uiose  8tat<is  in  which  public  lands  may  be 
located,  in  respect  to  their  internal  affairs  and 
domestic  concerns,  merely  because  the  United 
States  ma^  be  so  fortunate  as  to  own  a  portion 
of  the  territory  and  other  property  within  the 
limits  of  those  states.    Yet  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  this  clause  of  the  Constitution 
confers  upon  Congress  the  same  power  to  make 
needful  rules  and  regulations  in  the  states  as 
it  does  in  the  territories,  coYiceming  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  your  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  affirm  that  Con- 
gress derives  authority  to  institute  govern- 
ments for  the  people  of  the  territories  from 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  confers 
the  right  to  make  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions concerning  the  territory  or  other  pro- 
iierty  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  much 
less  can  we  deduce  the  power  from  any  sup- 
p<)sed  necessity,  arising  outside  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  not  provided  for  in  that  instru- 
ment.    The  federal  government  is  one  of  dele- 
gated and  limited  powers,  clothed  with  no 
rightful  authority  which  does  not  result  di- 
rectly and  necessarily  from  the  Constitution. 
Necessity,  when  experience  shall  have  clearly 
dcuiuustrated  its  existence,  may  furnish  satis- 
factory retwous  for  enlarging  the  authority  of 
the  federal  government,  by  amendments  to 
tiio  Constitution,  in  the  mode  prescril)ed  in 
that  instrument;  but  cannot  afford  the  slight- 
e.st  excuse  for  the  assumption  of  powers  not 
do  located,  and  which,  by  the  tenth  amend- 
iiK'ut,  are  expresHly  "reserved  to  the  states 
respeotivoly  or  to  tlie  people."     llenco,  before 
the  power  can  be  saiely  cxorciscHl,  the  right 
of  Congres's  to  organize  territories,  by  institu- 
ting t«;miK)rary  pjvernnient*,  niUHt  be  traced 
directly  to  some  provision  of  the  Constitution 
conferring  the  authority  in  express  terms,  or 
as  a  means  necessary  and  j)roper  to  carry  into 
«jffect  some  one  or  more  ot  the  powers  which 
are  specifically  <lelegated.     Is  not  the  organi- 
sation of  a  territory  eminent Iv  necessary  and 
proper  as  a  menus  of  enabling  the  people 
thereof  to  form  and  mould  their  local  and  do- 
mestic institutions  and  establish  a  state  go- 
vernment under  the  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, preparatory   to  its  admission   into  the 
Union  ?   If  so,  the  right  of  Congress  to  pass 
the  organic  act  for  tlie  temporary  government 
lit  clearly  included  in  the  provision  which  au- 


thorizoB  the  admission  of  new  states.    This 
power,  however,  being  an  incident  to  an  ex- 
press  grant,  and  resulting  from  it  by  neew- 
sary  implication,  as  an  appropriate  means  fur 
carrying  it  into  effect,  must  be  exercised  in 
harmony  with  tlio  nature  and  objects  of  the 
grant  from  which  it  is  deduced.     The  organic 
act  of  the  territory,  deriving  its  validity  from 
the  power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  states, 
must  contain  no  provision  or  restriction  which 
would  destroy  or  impair  the  equality  of  the 
proposed  state  with  the  original  states,  or  im- 
])Ose  any  limitation  upon  its  sovereignty  which 
the  Constitution  has  not  placed  on  all  the 
states.    So  far  as  the  organization  of  a  terri- 
tory ma^  bo  necessary  and  proper  as  a  means 
of  carrying  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  admission  of  new  states,  and 
when  exercised  with  reference  only  to  that 
end,  the  power  of  Congress  is  clear  and  ex- 
plicit; but  beyond  that  point  the  authority 
cannot  extend,  for  the  reason  that  all  *'  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  tlie  states, 
are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively,  or  to 
the  people."    In  other  words,  the  organic  act 
of  the  territory,  conforming  to  the  spirit  of 
the  grant  from*  which  it  receives  its  ^TJidity, 
must  leave  the  pef>ple  entirely  free  to  form 
and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  and 
internal  concerns  in  their  own  way,  subject 
only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  end  that  when  they  attain  the  reqaisite 
population,  and  establish  a  state  government 
in  conformity  to  the  Fedenil  Constitution,  thev 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal 
footing  with  the  original  states  in  all  respects 
whatsoever. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  organization  of 
the  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  was 
designed  to  conft)rm  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  by  preserving  and 
maintaining  the  fundamental  principle  of« 
equality  among  all  the  states  of  the  Union, 
notwithstanding  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  March  G,  1820 
(preparatory  to  the  admission  of  ^lissouri  into 
the  Union),  which  assumed  to  deny  to  the 
people  for  ever  the  right  to  settle  the  question 
of  slavery  for  themselves,  provided,  they  should 
make  their  homes  and  organize  states  north 
of  thirty-six  deCTces  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude.  Confirming  to  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  state  equality  and  self-jrovernnient, 
in  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  declared,  in  the  precise  language 
of  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  that, 
"  when  admitted  as  a  state,  the  said  territory', 
or  any  portion  of  the  same,  shall  be  received 
into  the  Union,  with  or  without  slavery,  as 
their  constitutions  may  prescribe  at  the  time 
of  their  admission."  Again,  after  declaring 
the  said  8th  section  of  the  Missouri  act  (some- 
times called  the  Missouri  compromise,  or  Mis- 
souri restriction)  inoperative  and  yoid,  as  b^ 
ing  repugnant  to  these  principles,  the  purpoea 
of  Congress,  in  passing  the  act,  is  deolared  io 
these  words  :-^ 
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Bm  true  Intmit  and  nMftofaif  of  this  aet  not  to 
sry  into  any  utate  or  torritory,  nor  to  oxelnde 
Mt  to  Imvo  the  pcoplo  tliaroof  parfeetlj  trm 
rvgulata  th«ir  doiu«i>tie  iniUtuttoDa  in  their 
l^t  only  to  the  Oonititutlon  of  the  United 


ssage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act 
uouslj  resisted  by  all  persons  who 

a  less  evil  to  deprive  the  people. of 
)  and  territories  of  the  right  of  state 
Ad  self-gOTernment  under  the  Con- 
than  to  allow  them  to  decide  the 
lestion  for  themselves,  as  every  state 
ion  had  done,  and  must  retain  the 
e  richt  to  do  so,  so  lon^  as  the  Con- 
)f  &e  United  States  shall  be  main- 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Find- 
dtion  to  the  principles  of  the  act 
;  in  the  halls  of  Congress  and  under 

of  the  Constitution,  combinations 
lediately  entered  into  in  some  por- 
e  Union  to  control  the  political  des- 
i  form  and  reflate  the  domestic 
i8  of  those  territories  and  future 
)ugh  the  machinery  of  emigrant  aid 

In  order  to  give  consistency  and 
to  the  movement,  and  surround  it 
olor  of  legal  authority,  an  act  of  in- 
a  was  procured  from  the  legislature 
A  of  Massachusetts,  in  whicn  it  was 
in  the  first  section,  that  twenty  per- 
sin  named,  and  their  "  associates, 
,  and  assigns,  are  hereby  mode  a 
Q,  by  the  name  of  the  Massachu- 
;rant  Aid  Company,  for  the  purpose 
1^  emigrants  to  settle  in  the  West ; 
as  purpose  they  shall  have  all  the 
id  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all 

restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth 
1  and  44th  chapters  of  the  revised 
if  Massachusetts. 

imittee  here  entered  into  a  detail  of 
ohusctts  Emigrant  Aid  Society  and 

• 

a  powerful  corporation,  with  a  cap- 
re  millions  of  dollars  invested  m 
1  lands,  in  merchandise  and  mills, 
and  rifles,  in  powder  and  lead — in 
dements  of  art,  agriculture  and  war, 
lying  a  corresponding  number  of 
inder  the  management  and  control 
lident  directors  and  stockholders, 
ithorized  by  their  charter  to  vote  by 
16  extent  of  fifty  votes  each,  enters 
and  sparsely-settled  territory  with 
lurpose  of  wielding  all  its  power  to 
)  domestic  institutions  and  political 
if  the  territory,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
rful  import  how  far  the  operations 
pany  are  compatible  with  tne  rights 
les  of  the  people.  Whatever  may 
mt  or  limit  of  Congressional  autho- 
the  territories,  it  is  clear  that  no 

state  has  the  right  to  pass  any  law 
le  any  act  concerning  or  affecting 
iries,  which  it  might  not  enact  in 
0  any  other  state, 
well-settled  principle  of  oonstitu- 
iii  this  oountrj,  that  while  all  the 


states  of  the  Union  are  united  in  one  for  ceiv 
tain  purposes,  yet  each  state,  in  respect  to 
everything  which  affects  its  domestic  policy 
and  internal  concerns,  stands  in  the  relation 
of  a  foreign  power  to  eveij  other  state. 

'*  Hence  no  state  has  a  right  to  pass  an^  law, 
or  do  or  authorize  any  act,  with  a  view  to 
influence  or  change  tlie  domestic  policy  of 
any  other  state  or  territory  of  the  Union, 
more  than  it  would  with  reference  to  France 
or  England,  or  any  other  foreign  state  with 
which  we  are  at  peace.  Indeed,  everj  state 
of  this  Union  is  under  higher  obligations  to 
observe  a  friendly  forbearance  and  eenerous 
comity  towards  each  other  member  of  the  oon- 
federacj  than  the  laws  of  nations  can  impose 
on  foreign  states. 

'*  If  our  obligations  arising  under  the  laws 
of  nations  are  so  imperative  as  to  make  it  our 
duty  to  enact  neutrtuity  laws,  and  to  exert  the 
whole  power  and  authority  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government,  including  the  annj 
and  navy,  to  enforce  them,  in  restraining  our 
citizens  from  interfering  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  foreign  states,  can  the  obli^tions 
of  each  state  and  territory  of  this  Union  be 
less  imperative  under  the  Federal  Constitution 
to  observe  entire  neutrality  in  respect  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  several  states  and 
territories  ?" 

The  committee  then  entered  into  a  history 
of  General  Whitfield's  election  to  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  Nov.,  1854,  which  was  secured,  says 
the  report,  bv  the  votes  of  men  of  all  parties 
who  were  in  iavor  of  the  principles  of  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act,  and  opposed  to  placing  the 
political  destinies  of  the  territory  in  the  keeping 
of  the  Abolition  party  of  the  Northern  states,  to 
be  managed  through  the  machinery  of  their 
emigrant  aid  companies.  No  sooner  was  the 
result  of  the  election  known,  than  the  defeated 
party  proclaimed,  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  republic,  that  it  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  invasion  of  the  territory  by  a 
Missouri  mob,  which  had  overawed  and  out- 
numbered and  outvoted  the  bona-fide  settlers 
of  the  territory. 

This  election,  the  report  shows,  was  held  in 
pursuance  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  Gk)y. 
koeder,  prescribing  the  manner  and  mode  of 
holding  the  same. 

It  nowhere  appears  that  General  Whitfield's 
right  to  a  seat  by  virtue  of  that  election  was 
over  contested.  It  does  not  appear  that  "  ten 
qualified  voters  of  the  territory"  were  ever 
found  who  were  willing  to  make  the  **  written 
statement  directed  to  the  governor,  with  an 
affidavit"  of  one  or  more  qualified  voters  to 
the  *' truth  of  the  facts  therein  stated,"  to 
"  dispute  the  fairness  or  correctness  of  the  re- 
turns," or  to  "  set  forth  specific  cause  of  com- 
plaint or  errors  in  the  conducting  or  retoming 
of  the  election"  in  any  one  of  the  seventeen  dis- 
tricts of  the  territory.  Certain  it  is,  that  there 
could  not  have  been  a  system  of  fraud  and  > 
violence  sudi  as  has  been  charged  hj  the 
agents  and  supporters  of  the  emimnt  aid 
societies,  anleee  the  gorenmr  and  JadiM  of 
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election  were  parties  to  it ;  and  jour  commit- 
tee are  not  prepared  to  assume  a  faot,  so  dis- 
reputable to  tnem,  and  so  improbable  upon 
the  state  of  facts  presented,  without  specific 
charges  and  direct  proof.  In  the  absence  of 
all  proof  and  probable  truth,  the  charge  that 
the  Missourians  had  invaded  the  territory  and 
controlled  the  Congressional  election  by  fraud 
and  violence,  was  circulated  throughout  the 
free  states,  and  made  the  basis  of  the  most  in- 
flammatory appeals  to  all  men  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  to  emi- 
grate or  send  emigrants  to  Kansas  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  the  invaders,  and  assisting 
their  friends  who  were  then  in  the  territory  in 
putting  down  the  slave  power,  and  prohibiting 
slavery  in  Kansas,  with  the  view  of  making  it 
a  frbe  state.  Exaggerated  accounts  of  the 
large  niunber  of  emigrants  on  their  wey  under 
the  auspices  of  the  emigrant  aid  companies 
with  the  view  of  controlling  the  election  for 
members  of  the  territorial  legislature,  which 
was  to  take  place  on  the  30th  of  March,  1855, 
were  publisiied  and  circulated.  These  su> 
counts  being  republished  and  believed  in 
Missouri,  where  the  excitement  had  already 
been  inflamed  to  a  fearful  intensity,  induced 
a  corresponding  effort  to  send  at  least  an 
equal  number,  to  counteract  the  apprehended 
result  of  this  new  importation. 

The  election  was  held  in  obedience  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  of  the  territory, 
which  prescribed  the  mode  of  proceeding,  the 
form  or  the  oath  and  returns,  the  precaution- 
aury  safeguards  against  illegal  voting,  and  the 
mode  of  contesting  the  election,  which  were, 
in  substance,  the  same  as  those  already  re- 
ferred to  in  connexion  with  the  Congressional 
election.  When  the  period  arrived  for  the 
governor  to  canvass  the  returns,  and  issue  cer- 
litieates  to  the  persons  elected,  it  appeared 
that  protests  had  been  filed  against  the  fairness 
of  the  proceedings  and  the  correctness  of  the  re- 
turns, m  seven  out  of  the  eighteen  election  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  territory  had  been  divided, 
for  election  purposes,  alleging  fraudulent  and 
ille^l  voting  by  persuns  who  were  not  actual 
settlers  and  qualified  voters  of  the  territory. 
It  also  appears  that  in  some  of  these  contested 
cases  the  form  of  the  oath  administered  to  the 
judges,  and  of  the  returns  made  by  them, 
were  not  in  conformity  to  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor.  After  a  careful  investigation 
of  the  facts  of  each  case,  as  presented  by  the 
returns  of  the  judges,  and  the  protests  and  al- 
legations of  all  persons  who  disputed  the  fair- 
ness of  the  election  and  the  correctness  of  the 
returns,  the  governor  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  ms  duty  to  set  aside  the  election 
in  these  seven  disputed  districts,  the  effect  of 
which  was,  to  create  two  vacancies  in  the 
Council,  and  nine  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  territory,  to  be  filled  by  a  new 
election  ;  and  to  change  the  result  so  far  as  to 
cause  tlie  certificate  xor  one  councilman  and 
one  representative  to  issue  to  different  jiersons 
than  tnose  returned  as  elected  by  the  judges. 
Accordingly  the  governor  issued  his  writs  for 


special  eleotions,  to  be  held  on  Um  IMAh  of 
May,  to  fill  those  vaoanciea,  and,  at  tho  hubm 
time,  granted  certificates  of  electioo  fo  eleven 
councHmen  and  seventeen  representadvee, 
whose  election  had  not  been  contested,  and 
whom  he  adjudged  to  have  been  fairly  elected. 
At  the  special  election  to  fill  these  yaoancies, 
three  of  the  persons  whose  election  on  the 
30th  of  March  had  been  set  aside  for  the 


sons  already  stated,  were  re-elected,  and  in 
the  other  districts  different  persons  were  ~' 


turned;  and  the  governor  having  adjudged 
them  to  have  been  duly  elected,  accordingly 
granted  them  certificates  of  election;  thus 
making  tlie  full  complement  of  thirteen  eoun- 
cilmeu  and  twenty-six  representatives,  of 
whom,  bv  the  organic  law  of  the  t^ritory, 
the  legislature  waS  to  be  composed.  On  the 
17th  day  of  April  the  governor  issued  his 
]:)roclamation,  summoning  these  thirteen  oonn- 
oilmen  and  twenty-six  representatives,  whom 
he  had  commissiuued  as  having  been  fairly 
elected,  to  assemble  at  Pawnee  City  on  the  tn 
day  of  July,  and  organize  as  the  legiBlatmre 
of  the  territory  of  Kansas. 

It  appears  from  the  journal  that  the  two 
houses  did  assemble,  in  obedience  to  the  go- 
vernor's proclamation,  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed  by  him,  and,  after  the  oath  of  oflice 
had  been  duly  administered  by  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of*^  the  territory 
to  each  of  the  members  who  held  the  govern- 
or's certificate,  proceeded  to  organize  their 
respective  houses  by  the  election  of  their  off- 
cers ;  and  each  notified  the  other,  by  resolu- 
tion, that  they  were  thus  duly  organised. 
Also,  by  joint  resolution,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee who  waited  on  the  governor,  and  in- 
formed him  that  **  the  two  houses  of  the 
Kansas  legislature  are  organized,  and  are 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  and  to  re- 
ceive" such  communication  as  he  may  deem 
necessary.  , 

In  response  to  this  joint  resolution,  "» 
message  from  the  governor,  by  Mr.  Iliggins, 
his  private  secretary,  transmitting  his  mt&' 
sage,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  read." 

The  message  ccunniences  thus  : — "  To  the 
Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  Territory  (»f  Kans«as,"  &c.,  Ac. 

From  this  message,  ns  well  as  from  all  the  offi- 
cial acts  of  the  g<n'ernor  ]>rc(^ediug  it,  having 
reference  to  the  election  and  return  of  the  mem- 
bers and  the  convening  of  the  two  houses  for  le- 
gislative business,  the  c^mclusivni  is  irresistible, 
tliat  up  to  this  ])eriod  of  time  the  governor  had 
never  conceived  the  idea — if,  indeetl,  he  has 
since  entertained  it — that  the  two  houses  were 
spurious  and  fraudulent  assemblies,  having  no 
rightful  authority  fo  pass  laws  wliioh  would 
be  binding  upon  the  people  of  Kansas.  C»u 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  immediately 
after  the  organization  of  the  house  Wivs 
effected,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

**  Kerolred.  Th*t  all  personn  who  may  tle»ire  to  contofC 
the  Mfttfl  of  any  pvrsouj(  uow  holdinfl;  rurtificate^  of  ehTtinD 
u  membere  of  thlii  ho^M,  may  prem>nt  th**ir  protista  to  tb« 
ocmmittM  on  cr<Kl«ntia]it,  and  that  notire  tiiMvof  iluli  bt 
flTcn  to  Uie  persoiu  kolding  luch  cvrtifkatef." 
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[The  oommittee  then  entered  into  a  history 
of  the  contested  seats  in  the  legislature,  and 
the  difference  between  that  body  and  the 
governor,  as  to  which  wa8  the  judge  of  the 
qualification  of  the  members. 

The  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  to 
the  Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,  showing 
that  Qovemor  Keedcr  in  all  his  disputes  with 
the  legislature,  whilst  denying  their  right  to 
do  thus  and  so,  never  regarded  them  as  other- 
wise than  as  the  regularly  constituted  legisla- 
ture of  Kansas. 

The  suspension  of  intercourse  between 
Oovemor  Kceder  and  the  legislature  after 
their  removal  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  on  the 
pt>und  that  they  were  not  a  valid  legislature 
m  session,  as  it  was  in  a  place  in  which  he 
oontended  it  had  no  right  to  sit,  is  then  treated 
in  the  Report.] 

On  the  16th  of  August,  the  journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  says  : 

**  Th*  ibllowing  raeMaice  wan  reoeired  from  GoTcmor  A.  II. 
',  by  Mr.  Lowry,  bis  prirato  aecretary : 


*Tb  th«  hoDOfsble  ths  members  of  the  CoancQ  and  Iloase 
of  RepreflenUtiveii  of  the  Territory  of  Kansan. 
**0K9rTtE]U!«:  Although,  in  mv  message  to  your  bodies 
Oiider  date  of  the  21(<t  loHUnt,  [ult.]  I  sUtcd  that  I  was 
Qoabl*  to  cODTince  myself  of  the  legality  of  yoar  fe8«loti  at 
tb1«  place,  for  re«w>iM  then  given,  and  although  that  opinion 
•dll  remains  uncfaanged.  yet,  inasmuch  as  my  reaMomt  were 
BoC  mtlffaetory  to  your  body,  and  the  bills  passed  by  your 
bovrns  hare  been  up  to  this  time  sent  to  me  for  approval,  it 
li  proper  that  I  should  Inform  you  that  after  your  a<ijourn- 
■•at  of  yesterday  I  rert* ivcd  official  noUflcation  that  my 
tmnMoDB  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  were  ter- 
nliiAted.  No  suoresHor  having  arrived.  Secretary  Woodson 
wfll  of  oonrse  perform  the  duties  of  the  ofRce  as  acting  go- 
▼traor.  '   A.  H.  Rxxdeb.** 


Inasmuch  as  Governor  Rcedcr  dissolved  his 
official  relatioDs  with  the  legislature,  and  de- 
nied the  validity  of  their  acts,  solely  upon  the 
ground  that  tliey  were  enacted  in  the  wrong 
place,  it  becomes  material  to  incjuire  whether 
It  was  competent  for  them,  under  the  organic 
MCty  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  tempo- 
rarily from  •*  Pawnee  City"  to  the  Shawnee 
•  Mission.  The  24th  section  of  the  organic  act 
provides  "  that  the  legislative  power  of  the 
territory  shall  extend  to  all  rightful  subjects 
of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  provisions  of 
this  act." 

That  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government, 
and  the  changing  of  tlic  same  whenever  the 
public  interests  and  convenience  may  require 
it,  is  a  '*  rightful  Hubject  of  legislation,"  is  too 
plain  to  admit  of  argument ;  hence  the  power 
IB  clearly  include<l  in  this  general  grant,  and 
may  be  exercised  at  pleasure  by  the  legisla- 
ture, unless  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that 
Congress,  by  some  other  provision,  has  im- 
post restrictions  or  conditions  upon  its 
exercise. 

The  thirty-first  section  of  the  organic  act 
provides  "  that  the  temporary  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  said  territory  is  hereby  located  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  ;  and  that  such  portions  of 
the  public  buildings  as  may  not  be  actually 
used  and  needed  for  military  purposes  may  be 
occupied  and  used,  under  the  direction  of  the 
gcremor  and  legislative  Assembly,  for  such 
public  purposes  as  may  be  required  under  the 


proyisions  of  this  act;''  and  the  twenty 
second  section  of  the  same  act  provides  that 
**  the  persons  thus  elected  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  shall  meet  at  such  place  and  on 
such  day  as  the  governor  shall  appoint"  for 
the  first  meeting.  These  two  provisions,  being 
parts  of  the  same  act,  and  having  reference 
to  the  same  subject-matter,  must  be  taken  to- 
gether, and  receive  such  a  construction  as 
will  give  full  effect  to  each,  and  not  render 
either  nugatory.  While,  therefore,  the  go- 
vernor was  authorized  to  convene  the  legisla- 
ture, in  the  first  instance,  at  such  place  as  he 
should  appoint,  still  he  was  required,  by  that 
provision  which  made  Fort  Leavenworth  the 
temporary  seat  of  government,  with  the  view 
of  using  some  of  the  public  buildings,  to 
designate  as  the  place  some  one  of  the  public 
buildings  within  the  military  reservation  of 
Fort  Leavenworth.  Had  not  Congress,  in  the 
meantime,  interposed  and  changed  the  law,  as 
here  presented,  the  governor  would  not  have 
been  authorized  to  have  convened  the  legisla- 
ture at  "  Pawnee  City,"  or  at  any  other  place 
in  the  territory  than  some  one  of  the  public 
buildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  as  provided  in 
the  organic  act. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  intimated  an  opinion  that  all  of  the 
public  buildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth  were 
needed  for  military  purposes,  and  that  the 
location  of  the  seat  of  government,  even  tem- 
porarily, within  the  lines  of  a  military  reser- 
vation, where  the  military  law  must  necessa- 
rily prevail,  would  be  inconvenient  if  not  in- 
jurious to  the  public  service,  the  following 
provision  was  adoi)ted  in  the  appropriation 
Dill  of  the  5th  of  Aug.,  1854,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  governor  to  erect  buildings  for 
the  temporary  seat  of  government  at  some 
more  suitable  and  convenient  point  in  the  ter- 
ritory:— 

**  That  in  the  event  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  daem 
it  inconiHstent  with  the  interest  of  the  mllitarr  aerriee  to 
ftimish  a  sufllcifnt  portion  of  the  military  baildingaat  Fort 
Leavenworth  for  the  um*  of  tlie  territorial  fcovemment  of 
KanMB,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thonaand  dollars  shall  b«, 
and  in  that  continirenry  'is  hereby  appropriated,  for  tb« 
erection  of  publio  building  fur  the  use  of  tho  l^islature  of 
the  territory  of  Kanfixs.  to  be  expended  under  Ine  direction 
of  the  ifoveruor  f»f  suid  territory." 

Under  this  provision,  taken  in  connexion 
with  that  clause  of  the  organic  act  which  au- 
thorized the  governor  to  convene  the  legisla- 
ture at  such  place  as  he  should  appoint,  he 
would  have  had  the  right  to  establisn  the  tem- 
porary seat  of  government  and  erect  the  pub- 
lic buildings  at  Pawnee  City,  or  any  other 
place  he  might  have  selected  in  the  territory, 
instead  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  but  for  the  fact 
that  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  and  before  any 
portion  of  the  money  had  been  expended,  oi 
even  the  site  selected.  Congress  made  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  for  public  buildings,  with  the  proviso 
"  that  said  money,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any 
portion  of  the  inoney  heretofore  appropriated 
for  this  purpose,  shall  not  be  expended  until 
the  legislature  of  said  territory  shall  have 
fixed  by  law  the  permanent  seat  of  goyem* 


nttfMineu  i 


4l0Dt>        Thit  pTCTlnOB  md  noV  dOlBV  -UpMI 


[nnirilj  m  parmmnentl^  wl 


"  naMMOrilT  inotadod  Hm  ri^t  to  &t«p- 
I  the  pUtM  «  holding  ft*  •■•hdih.  Tbo 
.,  -  jt  u  mil  u  legil  «8Mt  of  tUa  provUon, 
Tw  to  raBtmn  die  goreniOT  noni  oxpe&dinK 
ttuB  ^pTOprialioDnntil  AoTiriaeof  thepoopn 
of  KnniMi  ■hoold  be  expmaed,  ttmmg^  a«r 
ligUatiira,  in  the  edeotioB  of  tte  plaee,  leav- 
Ib|c  tlie  gorcnor  to  perfbrm  hie  whole  dnty 


Itf  the  22d  section  of  the  wmnf 
ftppointinc  the  plaoe  mod  Amy  of  the  Srat 
Affiig  t/t  the  le^aUtnre,  and  of  expending 


l^ftppoi 
meettig 


MM*  a 

tiOII,U 


Ui»  money  sppropneted  l^  Cougreat  fl 
areo^on  at  pnolie  bnlldhige,  at  mch  pli 
ttie  legMetore  ahonld  deeignate  for  the  per- 
ttaaent  leat  of  government  of  the  territmV. 

-  0ndw  thia  neir  of  the  snl^eot,  it  is  eviaent 
that  the  kvslatnre  was  elothed  with  legiti- 
BAte  Mithraity  to  enaet  the  Uw  in  obedience 
to  whidi  its  searion  was  a^j^onied  from  P»w 
nee  Oity  to  Shawnee  Miirion,  and  that  ita  en- 
aetmeata,  made  at  tiie  latter  ^aoe,  moat  have 
0ie  same  foroe  and  validilrr  that  iboj  woold 
h*Te  poaaaaaed  had  not  the  remoral  taken 
flaoe. 

TonP  eommittee  hare  not  oonrideved  it  any 
part  of  their  dn^  to  examine  and  reriew  eaui 
eRMlment  and  proririon  of  the  large  Tolume 
of  lawi  adopted  bj  the  lerialatnre  of  Kanma 
~~^  ahaoat  ererj  rightfu  aubjeot  of  l^ieta- 
I,  and  Meeting;  nearly  every  relation  and 
nii^dreat  in  life,  with  a  view  either  to  their  ap- 
proral  or  diaappnTtil  by  Congress,  far  the 
reaaon  that  they  are  loi^  laws,  oonfined  in 
tb^  operation  to  the  internal  oonoems  of  the 
tenitorv,  the  control  and  management  of 
which,  by  the  nrinoiples  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tntum,  as  well  as  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
Kansa»-NebTaska  act,  are  confided  to  the 
pauple  of  the  territorr,  to  be  determined  by 
themodTea  through  their  repreeentatdves  in 
their  looal  iMielature,  and  not  by  the  Con- 
greas,  in  wtu^  they  bsTO  no  representatiTeB, 
to  gjve  or  withhold  their  assent  to  the  laws 
apoB  which  their  rights  and  liberties  mi 
dtHMnd.  Under  these  laws  marriages 
taken  place,  children  have  been  bom,  deaths 
have  occurred,  estate*  have  been  distributed, 
contracts  have  been  made,  and  rights  have 
aoamed  which  it  is  not  competent  for  Congreee 
to  divest.  If  there  can  be  a  doubt  in  respect 
to  the  validity  of  these  laws,  gro' 


.-s  of  the    „ 

of  the  place  where  ita  eeasions  were 
which  it  ia  competent  for  any  tribunal 
oaire  into,  vrith  a  view  to  ita  deoirion  at  this 
day,  and  after  the  series  of  events  which  have 
"""»^.  it  mnat  be  a  judicial  qnestian,  over 
whiob  Connen  can  have  no  control,  and 
whioh  can  be  delarmined  only  by  the  oonria 


Wknt  It  inH  proposed  in  the  laot  Ceogi 
to  antml  the  acts  of  the  Lcgisktive  i 
of  Minneaota,  ineorporoling  c 
eotnpanlH^  tblt  committee  reported  against 
the  propoaWon,  and,  instead  of  anaulljcg  tfae 
looal  l^etadon  of  the  territory,  recommended 
therqwaloftlldt  clanseof  the  organic  act  irf 
Hinneaoto  wWch  reserves  to  Congrese  the 
tiffit  to  diaapprove  its  lews.  That  reomi- 
mendation  was  ba«ed  on  the  theory  that  the 
people  of  the  territory,  being  citisens  of  the 
United  Statea,  wera  entitled  to  the  privilew 
of  self-government  ■□  obedience  to  the  Oons^ 
tntion ;  and  i£,  in  the  eierciae  of  this  right, 
the*  had  made  vise  andjnat  laws,  they  oagbt 
to  be  permitted  to  eDJ'iy  nil  the  advnntufTs 
resulting  bom  them  :  while,  on  the  contrary, 
if  they  hod  made  unwise  and  nnjust  laws,  they 
should  abide  the  con^ecuences  of  their  own 
acta  ontil  they  dlFcCTcred,  acknovrl edged,  and 
corrected  their  crriii'»i. 

It  has  been  ^eged  that  gTfMs  mlanoMoMit 
tions  have  been  nude  in  respect  to  m  dlitf( 
ter  of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  ItMtMattli 
Kansas,  caloolated,  if  not  deewn^  to  pltA^ 
dice  Uie  pnblio  mind  at  a  dfitaiM  acofk 
those  who  enacted  tiiem,  and  toer«ato(MW 
presmon  that  it  waa  tiie  dn^  of  Oo^pf^fi 
interfere  and  annul  them.    In  4nr  ai'Wk 


fiat 


ritoiy,  a  convention  of  delegatee,  repraMaln% 
almost  every  gprtion  of  the  territory  rf  Itn- 
sas.  was  held  atthecityof  LeavenvroNidtt'flb 
14th  of  Nov.,  1855,  at  which  men  of  aU  Mv 
of  political  opinions,  "Whigs.DenMWnti^nfr 
slavery  man,  and  Free-state  men,  all  mat  aafl 
harmoniEed  together,  and  forgot  thrir  feemar 
differences  in  the  common  danger  that  iSMMtf 
to  threaten  the  peoce,  good  order,  and  paa^ 
perityofthis  community."  This  ounvMitiDa 
was  presided  over  by  the  KOvemor  of  Am  tiV- 
ritory,  assisted  by  a  mqjbnty  of  the  jadgM  of 
the  Suprerae  Coart;  and  the  addreaatolhi 
citiiens  of  the  United  States,  among  otbw  A- 
tinguiahed  names,  bears  the  signatniOT  of  ttt 
United  States  district  attorney  and  mariihal 
for  the  territory. 

[The  committee  then  quote  trom  an  addraas 
of  sud  meeting  in  explanation  of  said  lain.] 

A  few  days  after  Governor  ReederdiaaalvH 
his  official  reUtions  vrith  the  legislatan^  en 
account  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  gowB- 
ment,  and  while  that  body  was  still  id  atailm, 
a  meeting  was  called  by  "  many  votera,"  to 
assemble  at  I^wrence  on  the  14ui  c*  ISA  af 
August,  1855,  "to  take  into  oonaJdwathai 
the  pTOprie^  of  calling  a  territorial  ooBVan- 
tion,  preliminary  to  the  formatioa  of  a  aIsM 
government,  and  other  subjeoto  of  pttbHe 
mteT«Bt."  At  that  meeting  the  fblEnriac 
preamble  and  resolutions  vrere  adopted  win 
but  one  dissenting  voices — 
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tha  osBUMo 
qacstaJl^oM>leelUi 
pDlltial  Ticwi  or  pridileeUoDs, 
■MpMttvi  election  dlatiictoi  m __ 

tSSSSi,''!^3^'^tS^'^^:^"^SL^  bea«  internid  evidence  of  beinj;  f  ^^ubi 

cTdftta  104h  MaNh,  1866;  mM  dulaRatM  to  aasemble  in  eon-  document,  autoenticatoa  DJ  tlie  uriginol  Slgua- 

M^ni  tte  town  of  Ttopek.,  on  the  i»th  dej  of  September,  tures  of  "  G.  W.  Ilutchimjun,  grand  general" 

2S&5.then  and  there  to  consider  and  determine  apon  all         j   tt  t   ir    n      ji     •  i^       ^^       ^      n 

ralfieete  of  paMie  interert,  and  particularly  upon  that  hav-  >^d  "  «l.  K.  (jOOdwm,  grand  quartermaster," 

im  nefennoe  to  the  ipeedy  formation  of  a  iiute  eonatitution,  On  the  last  page  was  a  charter  of  the  Kansafl 

vlthaniDtentionofanlmmcdiateapplicatluntobeadmitted  1a„;^„    •.i*lir.»?»;««  ^k^   o«M    r^rv^*..^  lir«,»A« 

a.  A  state  into  the  Union  of  the  Unhid  sutes  of  America.**  J?g>on,  authorizing  the  said  Gcorge  Warren, 

m..  ^.  .  ...     1  from  whose  mouth  the  document  was  taken,  te 

Thifl  meeting,  so  far  as  jour  committee  have  form  a  new  rcdmeut. 


the  present  month,  m  subversion  of  the  tern-  preliminary  obligations  to  ol>serve  secrecy, 

tonal  gujernment  established  under  the  au-  the  catechiHm  ti>  which  the  candidate  is  sut 

ihority  of  Congress     The  right  to  set  up  the  jected,  and  the  explanations  of  the  colonel  in 

aUte  government  m  defiance  of  the  constituted  respect  to  the  objects  of  tlie  order,  which  are 

authorities  of  the  territory,  is  based  on  the  ^^^  stated  • 

assumption '' that  the  people  of  Kansas  terri-  «««^  .«    '      *   v         ♦».   ki— i         ^ 

.          ui                        *l'^.xi            1.         J  "  First,  tn  wcnre  to  Kaoaas  the  bloannK  and  proeperitf 

tOry  nave    been  since    its  settlement,  and  now  of  b^injc  a  fn«  Ptate;  and.  .ie»:<»ndly.  U»  pn»t«ct  thelaUotrbos 

axe,  without  any  law-making  power ;"  in  the  '^^  ^*  leprous  touch  of  unprincipled  men/* 

lace  of  the  well  known  fact,  that  the  territorial  These  and  all  other  questions  being  satis- 

]a^ialature  were  then  in  session,  in  pursuance  factorily  answered,   the   final   oath  is   thus 

or  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Reeder  and  administered : 

the  organic  law  of  the  territf>ry.    On  the  5th  u^t^x.  *v        -j     *i^                    .*        v  n    i.  ^ 

c  c     T      1             « X       '^     •   1    ji  *^        .  "  %V  ith  theee  explanations  upon  our  part,  we  shall  auk  of 

Of  oeptember,  a      territfirial  delegate  COnvcn-  you  that  you  Uke  with  us  an  cbUgation  placing  yourself  Sm 

tion"  assembled  at  the  Big  Springs,  "  to  take  ^^  «•«•  atutude  as  before. 

into  consideration  the  present  exigencies  of  "obuoatiov. 

political  affairs,"  at  which,  among  others,  the   ,J"^' rrr-  *°  ***'  f^  ""^l?"  manner,  brre,  ta 

2>  II       •                 1    .*                        J           1  the  prewDce  of  Ili'aven  and  tbef«  nitneMve,  bind  mym>If 

tuUOWing  resolutions  were  adopted : —  that  I  will  nerer  nfreal,  nor  cause  to  be  rerealed,  either  by 

•Rcealred,  That  this  conrention,  in  riew  of  its  rwent  r*>"*'  looli.  or  sipn,  by  writing  printing.  en|?ravlnK.  paint- 

nyndJation  of  the  acts  of  the  iKK»lled  Kanws  I^tdsIaUve  *»?•  ^  *°  •"T  manner  whatiweYer.  ■nytbing  pertaining  to 

Aiembly.  respond  most  heartily  to  the  caU  made  by  the  ^^  institution,  save  to  perrons  duly  quallflwl  to  receive  the 

people's  eonTentlon  of  the  Uth  nlUmo,  fur  a  delegate  «.n-  '«"«:    ^  ''i"  °«V»"  ^7*^1  *^!^°t*""'  ®'  ^^  or,»nl«ation» 

WMitloo  of  the  people  of  Kanutu  to  be  held  at  TojK-ka  on  ^^  P^""»  <>'  meeUuj:,  the  fact  that  any  person  is  a  member 

the  19Ui  imiUnt,  to  consMer  the  propriety  of  the  formation  "^  ^  "•«"«•  »^  •^•°  "•«  "^I*"**  °^,  the  organ iiatk»n.  ex- 

of  m  state  eon-tltatton,  and  such  matters  as  may  legitimately  S^Pf  ^  P^TT*""  >!f?"y  qualified  to  receive  the  same.    Should 

«o««  before  it                                                      "^     "              "^  I  at  any  time  withdraw,  or  be  suspended  or  expelled  from 

*•  Keaolred,  That  we  owe  no  allefdance  or  obedience  to  the  fJi**  or^iiiiatlon,  1  will  keep  Uiis  obligation  to  the  end  of 

tyrannlral  enartmentK  of  thio  spurious  letdslatnre:  that  "^«-    ?^!"y  J^K"'  Pfl^r^  ^  moneys  belonging   to  this 

thair  Uws  have  no  vaUdlty  or  binding  ft«e  upon  the  i*opIe  «rjrani"ti<^n  be  intriisti^  to  my  «ire  or  keeping.  I  will  fnith- 

«f  Kansas;  and  that  every  freemaS  among  u«  is  at  full  fujlj  and  completely  deliver  up  Uie  same  to  my  succe«or  in 

liberty,  conslrtently  with  his  obligations  an  a  HUxen  and  a  <»'"«'•  "f  *»>;  <>"«  ^'***3'  authorised  to  receive  them.    I  wiU 

I.  to  defV  and  i4ilst  them  if  he  ehoow  so  to  do.  "•J*'"  knowingly  propow  a  person  for  membership  in  this 


•*  lUMlve.1,  That  we  will  endure  and  submit  to  th«ie  laws  ^'r?®^,^*'?  **  ^iV^  ^'iV  "^  ^•J)°'^  ^"T/ '^'^  '^l  ^ 

DO  longer  than  the  best  intere-ts  of  the  territory  require,  as  ^^^  ^  ^"f,   satisfied  will  «ert  his  entire  influenos  to  bring 

the  least  of  two  evUs,  and  will  resist  them  to  a  blood v  issue  **»«"  I""  f?^*^*-    '  *"j  support,  maintain,  and  abide  by 

as  we  aMerUin  Uiat  peaceable  rem<-.lles  shall  fHil.  "/  honorable  movement  made  by  the  organisaUon  to  secure 


ud  fordUe  re-astance  shall  fur uljib  any  reii«>nable  pn^peet  '*»*»  P*«'  '"<>•  ^5*^^  !!".?**'  *?°?**5.^H\.  'Sf  l*^*  ^!  ^^\ 

of  snecea.<:  and  that  in  the  meantime  we  re«-ommend  t^rTour  '^"JJ*'! f"1  **»•  ConsUtution  of  the  Lulled  btates.    I  wi  j 

friends  thwughout  the  territory  the  oncaniiation  and  dis-  nnmnchingly  voU"  for  and  support  the  candWates  nominated 

d|»Iine  of  volunteer  companies/and  the  procurement  and  *»>.^Jj^'  '?r^,"tf'*lw*°*P'*'?T**  ***/7  ■"*?  ***  "^T^    a 

uwuaration  of  arms.''      "^       '                *^  •«  To  all  of  this  obligation  I  do  most  solemnly  prouiiM  and 

'^  "^^                   ,                       ,     ^  affirm,  binding  mjiself  under  the  penalty  of  being  exftelled 

With  the  view  to  a  distinct  understanding  from  this  organisation,  of  having  my  name  publi-died  to  the 

ftf  t\\A  tnannincr  nf  oi^  much  nf  thia  i>ouii1iifwm  ieveral  territorial  encampments  aa a  peijurer  before  Heaven 

Ot   tne  meaning  01  so  mutn  Ot   this  resolution  .nd  a  traitor  to  my  country,  of  pasblng  tlmmKh  life  sromed 

as  relates  to  the  "  Or^nization  and  dlSCiphne  and  levlled  by  man.  (h>wned  on  by  devils,  forsaken  by 

of  volunteer  companies,  and  the  procurement  •°k«'»»  "«*  abandoned  by  God." 

and  preparation  of  arms,"  it  may  oe  necessary  The  "  closing  ceremony"  is  as  follows : 

to  state  that  there  was  at  that  time  existing  in  u  [cwonw.]  FeiiowH«idiers:  i  trust  this  review  ha«  been 

the   territory  a   secret  military  organization,  both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  all.    We  met  an  friend* :  I't 

which  had  been  formed  for  political  objects  ""'*'*"  ^^^'^  7"T^r*°tS,V ''^JT^k  °S 'l?"'^  tJ 

^u.w   »Ma^    ij^u  w..a.«;>vft^  »v»    ^r^/«iv«v«u  v/t^j«,vM>  ^        ^^^  ^^^  hduii  of  uuion  in  battling  tnt  the  ri^ht  murt 

pnor  to  the  alleged  mvasion,  at  the  election  on  tend  to  make  ua  better  men,  better  neighbors,  and  better 

the   30th   of  March,  and  which    held  its  first  dtiiens.    We  thanli  you  for  your  kindne«i  and  attention, 

*•  t^m^^A    ^»^,»«.»  J»4    «*    T  ^^^^^^     U«K     u  •«*  *"▼**•  J<«  »'*  ^  **  present  at  our  next  review,  to  be 

grand  encampment  at  Lawrence,  leb.  8,  taidenat— -,on — next,  at — oVb»rk,p.M.  Sentinek, 

1855."  Your  committee  have  been  put  in  pOS-  you  wOI  open  the  doors,  that  our  •oldien  may  retire  plea- 

setsion  of  a  small  printed  pamphlet,  contain-  ^^^^  ■"*  *"'  order." 

ing  the  "  constitution  and  ritual  of  the  grand  Your  committee  have  deemed  it  important 

encampment  and  regiment ;  of  the  Kansas  to  give  this  outline  of  the  ''  constitution  and 

lecnon  of  Kansas  territory,  adopted  April  4,  ritiud  of  the  grand  encampment  and  rejpments 

1^,"  which,  during  the  recent  disturoances  of  the  Kansas  legion,"  as  constituting  the 

in  that  territory,  was  taken  on  the  person  of  secret  organization,  political  and  militar|r,  in 

9DB  George  Warren^  who  attempted  to  conceal  obedience  to  which  tne  public  demonstratioDi 
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parliamentary  usage  of  the  country  applied  to 
the  organic  law,  it  may  bo  conceded  that  each 
IIouAe  of  the  Assemblv  must  have  been  com- 
potent  to  detcrmiue,  m  the  last  resort,  the 
qualifications  and  the  election  of  its  members. 
The  subject  was,  by  its  nature,  one  appertain- 
ing exclusively  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tiie  local 
authorities  of  the  territory.  Whatever  irregu- 
la^ties  may  have  occurred  in  the  elections,  it 
seems  too  late  now  to  raise  that  question.  At 
"all  events,  it  is  a  question  as  to  which,  neither 
now,  nor  at  any  previous  time,  has  tlie  least 
possible  legal  autnority  been  possessed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  For  all  pre- 
sent purposes  the  legislative  body,  thus  con- 
stituted and  elected,  was  the  legitimate  Assem- 
bly of  the  territory. 

Accordingly,  the  governor,  by  proclama- 
tion, convened  the  Assembly  thus  elected  to 
meet  at  a  place  called  Pawnee  City ;  the  two 
houses  met  and  were  duly  organized  in  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  form;  each  sent  to, 
and  received  from,  the  governor  the  official 
communications  usual  on  such  occasions ;  an 
elaborate  message  opening  the  session  was 
communicated  by  the  governor ;  and  the  ge- 
neral business  of  legislation  was  entered  upon 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

But,  after  a  few  days,  the  Assembly  re- 
solved to  adjourn  to  another  place  in  the  ter- 
ritory. A  law  was  accordingly  passed,  against 
the  consent  of  the  governor,  but  in  due  form 
otherwise,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government 
temporarily  to  the  "  Shawnee  Manual  Labor 
School,"  (or  Mission,)  and  thither  the  Assem- 
bly proceeded.  After  this,  receiving  a  bill 
for  tiie  establishment  of  a  ferry  at  the  town 
of  Kickapoo,  the  governor  refused  to  sign  it, 
and,  by  special  message,  assigned  for  reason 
of  refusal,  not  anything  objectionable  in  the 
}»ill  itself,  nor  any  pretence  of  the  illegality  or 
incompetency  of  tne  Assembly  as  such,  but 
only  the  fact  that  the  Assembly  had  by  its  act 
transferred  the  seat  of  government  tempora- 
rily from  Pawnee  City  to  Shawnee  Mission. 
For  the  same  rcascm  he  continued  to  refuse  to 
sign  other  bills,  until,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  he,  by  official  message,  communicated  to 
the  Assembly  the  fact  that  he  had  received  no- 
tification of  the  terminati(m  of  his  functions  as 
governor,  and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
legally  devolved  on  the  secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory ;  thus  to  the  last  recognising  the  body  as 
a  duly  elected  and  constituted  Legislative  As- 
sembly. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  if  any  constitu- 
tional defect  attached  to  the  legislative  acts  of 
the  Assembly,  it  is  not  pretended  to  consist  in 
irregularity  of  election,  or  want  of  qualifica- 
tion of  the  members,  but  only  in  the  change 
of  its  place  of  session.  Ilt/wever  trivial  this 
objection  may  seem  to  be,  it  requires  to  be 
considered,  because  upon  it  is  founded  all 
that  superstructure  oi  acts,  plainly  against 
law,  which  now  threatens  the  peace,  not 
only  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  out  of  the 
Union. 

Such  an  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the 


Legislative  Assembly  was  of  exceptionable  ori- 
gin, for  the  reason  that,  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  organic  law,  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  territory  was  "  located  temporarily  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,"  and  yet  the  governor  himself 
remained  there  less  than  two  months,  and  of 
his  own  discretion  transferred  the  scat  of 
^vernment  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  where  it 
m  fact  was  at  the  time  the  Assembly  were 
called  to  meet  at  Pawnee  City.  If  the  govern 
nOr  had  any  such  right  to  change  temporarily 
the  seat  of  government,  still  more  had  the 
Legislative  Assembly.  The  objection  is  of  ex- 
ceptionable origin  for  the  further  reason  that 
the  place  indicated  by  the  governor,  without 
having  any  exclusive  claim  of  preference  in 
itself,  was  a  proposed  town  site  only,  which  he 
and  others  were  attempting  to  locate  unlaw- 
fully upon  land  within  a  military  reservation, 
and  for  participation  in  which  illegal  act  the 
commanaant  ot  the  |)Ost — a  superior  officer 
of  the  army — has  been  dismissed  by  sentence 
of  court-martial. 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  why  the  Legislative 
Assembly  might  not  with  propriety  pass  the 
territorial  act  transferring  its  sittings  to  the 
Shawnee  Mission.  If  it  could  not,  that  must 
be  on  account  of  some  prohibitory  or  incompat- 
ible provision  of  act  of  Congress.  But.no  such 
provision  exists.  The  organic  act,  as  already 
quoted,  says,  "  the  seat  of  government  is  here- 
by located  temporarily  at  Fort  Leavenworth," 
and  it  then  provides  that  certain  of  the  public 
buildings  there  "  may  be  occupied  and  used 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  Legis- 
lative Assembly."  These  expressions  might 
possibly  be  construed  to  imply  that  when  in 
a  previous  section  of  the  act  it  was  enacted 
that  *'  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  shall  meet 
at  such  i)lace  and  on  such  day  as  the  govern 
nor  shall  appoint,"  the  word  **j)lace"  means 
place  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  nut  place  any- 
where in  the  territory.  If  so,  the  governor 
would  have  been  the  first  to  err  in  this  matter, 
not  only  in  himself  having  removeil  the  scat 
of  government  to  the  Shuwnee  Mission,  but 
in  again  removing  it  to  Pawnee  City.  If 
there  was  any  departure  from  the  letter  of 
the  law,  therefore,  it  was  his  in  both  in- 
stances. 

But,  however  this  may  bo,  it  is  most  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  by  the  terms  of  the 
organic  act  Congress  intended  to  do  impliedly 
what  it  has  not  done  expressly — that  is,  to 
forbid  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  the  power 
to  choose  any  place  it  might  see  fit  as  the  tern 
porary  seat  of  its  deliberations.  That  ia 
proved  by  the  significant  language  of  one  of 
the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  of  March  3,  1855,  which,  in  moking 
appropriation  for  public  buildings  of  the  ter- 
ritory, enacts  that  the  same  shall  not  be 
expended  **  until  the  legislature  of  said  terri- 
tory shall  have  fixed  by  law  the  permanent 
seat  of  government."  Congress,  in  these  ex- 
pressions, does  not  profess  to  be  granting  the 
power  to  fix  the  permanent  seat  of  govern 
ment,  but  recognises  the  power  as  one  already 
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granted.  But  bow?  Undoubtedlj  by  the  com- 
prehensive proviaion  of  the  organic  act  itself, 
which  declares  that  **  the  legislative  power  of 
the  territory  shall  extend  to  all  rightful  sub- 
jeots  of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tation  of  the  United  States  and  the  provisions 
of  this  act.''  If,  in  view  of  this  act,  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  had  the  large  power  to  fix  the 
permanent  seat  of  government  at  any  place  in 
its  discretion,  of  course,  by  the  same  enact- 
ment, it  had  the  less  and  the  included  power 
to  fix  it  temporarily. 

Nevertheless,  the  allegation  that  the  acts  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  were  illegal  by  reason 
of  this  removal  of  its  place  of  session  was 
brought  forward  to  justify  the  first  great 
movement  in  disregard  of  law  within  the  ter- 
ritory. One  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly provided  for  the  election  of  a  delegate 
to  the  present  Congress,  and  a  delegate  was 
elected  under  that  law.  But,  subsequently 
to  this,  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  territory 
proceeded  without  authority  of  law  to  elect 
another  delegate. 

Following  upon  this  movemejit  was  another 
and  more  important  one  of  the  same  general 
character.  Persons  confessedly  not  constitut- 
ing the  body  politic,  or  all  the  inhabitants, 
but  merely  a  party  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
without  law,  have  undertaken  to  summon  a 
oonvention  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the 
territory  into  a  state,  and  have  framed  a  con- 
stitution, adopted  it,  and  under  it  elected  a 
governor  and  other  o£Bicers,  and  a  representa- 
tive to  Congress. 

In  extenuation  of  these  illegal  acts,  it  is 
alleged  that  the  states  of  California,  Michigan, 
and  others,  were  self-organized,  and,  as  such, 
were  admitted  into  the  Union  without  a  pre- 
vious enabling  act  of  Confess.  It  is  true 
that,  while,  in  a  majority  orcases,  a  previous 
act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  to  authorize 
the  territory  to  present  itself  as  a  state,  and 
that  this  is  deemed  the  most  regular  course, 
yet  such  an  act  has  not  been  held  to  be  in- 
dispensable, and,  in  some  cases,  the  territory 
has  proceeded  without  it,  and  has  nevertheless 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  It 
lies  with  Congress  to  authorize  beforehand, 
or  to  confirm  afterwards,  in  its  discretion. 
But  in  no  instance  has  a  state  been  admitted 
upon  the  application  of  persons  acting  against 
authorities  duly  constituted  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. In  every  case  it  is  the  people  of  the 
territory,  not  a  party  among  them,  who  have 
the  power  to  form  a  constitution,  and  ask  for 
admission  as  a  state.  No  principle  of  public 
law,  no  practice  or  precedent  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  no  rule  of  rea- 
son, right,  or  common  sense,  confers  any  such 
power  as  that  now  claimed  by  a  mere  party 
m  the  territory.  In  fact,  what  has  been  done 
is  of  revolutionary  character.  It  is  avowedly 
to  in  motive  and  in  aim  as  respects  the  local 
law  of  the  territory.  It  will  become  treason- 
able insurrection  if  it  reach  the  length  of 
organised  resistance  by  force  to  the  Tunda- 


mental  or  any  other  federal  law,  and  to  the 
authority  of  the  general  government. 

In  such  an  event,  the  path  of  duty  for  the 
executive  is  plain.  The  Constitution  reouir- 
ing  him  to  taxe  care  that  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  faithfully  executed,  if  they  be 
opposed  in  the  territory  of  Kansas,  he  may 
and  should  place  at  tlie  disnosal  of  the  marshal 
any  public  force  of  the  United  States  which 
happens  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction,  to  be 
used  as  a  portion  of  the  posse  comitatus  ;  and, 
if  that  do  not  8u£Bice  to  maintain  order,  then 
he  may  call  forth  the  militia  of  one  or  more 
states  for  that  object,  or  employ  for  the  same 
object  any  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force  of 
the  United  States.  So,  also,  if  the  obstruction 
be  to  the  laws  of  the  territory,  and  it  be  duly 
presented  to  him  as  a  case  of  insurrection,  he 
may  employ  for  its  suppression  the  militia  of 
any  state,  or  the  land  or  naval  force  of  the 
United  States.  And  if  the  territory  be  invaded 
by  the  citizens  of  other  states,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  elections  or  for  any  other, 
and  the  local  authorities  find  themselves  un- 
able to  repel  or  withstand  it,  they  will  be 
entitled  to,  and  upon  the  fact  being  fully  as- 
certained they  shaU  most  certainly  receive,  the 
aid  of  the  general  government. 

But  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  volunteer  interposition  by 
force  to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections  either 
in  a  state  or  territory.  To  do  so  would  be 
subversive  of  public  freedom.  And  whether 
a  law  be  wise  or  unwise,  just  or  unjust,  is  not 
a  question  for  him  to  judge.  If  it  be  constitu- 
tional— that  is,  if  it  be  the  law  of  the  land — it 
is  his  duty  to  cause  it  to  be  executed,  or  to 
sustain  the  authorities  of  any  state  or  territory 
in  executing  it  in  opposition  to  all  insurrec- 
tionary movements. 

Our  system  affords  no  justification  of  revo- 
lutionary acts;  for  the  constitutional  means 
of  relieving  the  people  of  unjust  administra- 
tion and  laws,  by  a  change  of  public  agent 
and  by  repeal,  are  ample,  and  more  prompt 
and  effective  than  iUegal  violence.  These 
constitutional  means  must  be  scrupulously 
guarded — ^this  great  prerogative  of  popular 
sovereignty  sacredly  respected. 

It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peaceable 
and  orderly  people  of  the  territory  of  Kansas 
to  elect  their  own  legislative  body,  make  their 
own  laws,  and  regulate  their  own  social  insti- 
tutions, without  foreign  or  domestic  molesta- 
tion. Interference,  on  the  one  hand,  to  pro- 
cure the  abolition  or  prohibition  of  slave  labor 
in  the  territory,  has  produced  mischievous 
interference ;  on  the  other  for  its  maintenance 
or  introduction.  One  wrong  begets  another. 
Statements  entirely  unfounded,  or  grossly  ex- 
aggerated, concerning  events  within  the  terri- 
tory, are  sedulously  aiffused  through  remote 
states  to  feed  the  flame  of  sectional  animosi^ 
there ;  and  the  agitators  there  exert  themselves 
indefatlgably  in  return  to  encourage  and  sti- 

I  mulate  strife  within  the  territory. 

[     The  inflanunatory  agitation^  of  which  the 
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present  is  but  a  part,  has  for  twenty  yean 
produced  nothing  save  unmitigated  eyil,  iNorth 
and  South.  But  for  it  the  character  of  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  future  new  state 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  too  little  interest 
to  tlio  inhabitants  of  the  contiguous  states, 
personally  or  collectively,  to  produce  among 
them  any  political  emotion.  GRmate,  soil,  pro- 
duction, hopes  of  rapid  advancement,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness  on  the  part  of  the  settlers 
themselves,  with  good  wishes,  but  with  no 
interference  from  without,  would  have  quietly 
determined  the  question  which  is  at  this  time 
of  such  disturbing  character. 

But  we  are  constrained  to  turn  our  attention 
to  the  circumstances  of  embarrassment  as  they 
now  exist.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  to  discountenance  every  act  or  pur- 
pose of  resistance  to  its  laws.  Above  all,  the 
emergency  appeals  to  the  citizens  of  the  states, 
and  especially  of  those  contiguous  to  the  ter- 
ritory, neither  by  intervention  of  non-residents 
in  elections,  nor  by  unauthorized  military 
force,  to  attempt  to  encroach  upon  or  usurp 
the  authority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  terri- 
tory. 

No  citizen  of  our  country  should  permit 
himself  to  forget  that  he  is  a  part  of  its  gov- 
ernment, and  entitled  to  be  heard  in  the  de- 
termination of  its  policy  and  its  measures,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  highest  considerations  of 
personal  honor  and  patriotism  require  him  to 
maintain,  by  whatever  of  power  or  influence 
he  may  possess,  the  integrity  of  the  laws  of 
the  republic. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  will  be  my  im- 
perative duty  to  exert  the  whole  power  of  the 
federal  executive  to  support  public  order  in 
the  territory ;  to  vindicate  its  laws,  whether 
federal  or  local,  against  all  attempts  of  organ- 
ized resistance  ;  and  so  to  protect  its  people 
in  the  entablishment  of  their  own  institutions, 
undisturbed  by  encroachment  from  without, 
and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of 
•elf-government  assured  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  organic  act  of  Congress. 

Although  serious  and  threatening  disturb- 
ances in  the  territory  of  Kansas,  announced 
to  me  by  the  governor  in  December  last,  were 
speedily  quieted,  without  the  effusion  of  blood, 
and  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  there  is,  I  regret 
to  say,  reason  to  apprehend  that  disorders  will 
continue  to  occur  tnere,  with  increasing  ten- 
dency to  violence,  until  some  decisive  measures 
be  taken  to  dispose  of  the  question  itself, 
which  constitutes  the  inducement  or  occasion 
of  internal  agitation  and  of  external  interfe- 
rence. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  best  be  accom- 
plished by  providing  that,  when  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Kansas  may  desire  it,  and  shall  be  of 
sufficient  numbers  to  constitute  a  state,  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  duly  elected  by  the  qua- 
lified voters,  shall  assemble  to  frame  a  consti- 
tution, and  thus  to  prepare,  through  regular 
and  lawful  means,  tor  its  admission  into  the 
Union  as  a  state. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  enactment  of 
a  law  to  that  effect. 


I  recommend,  also,  that  a  speoial  appropri- 
ation be  made  to  defray  any  expense  which 
may  become  requisite  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  or  the  maintenance  of  public  order  in  the 
territory  of  Kansas. 

Franklin  Pibrgx. 

Washington,  Jan.  24,  1856. 

It  was  referred  in  the  Senate  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  and  in  the  House  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

On  the  11th  of  February  the  President  is- 
sued a  proclamation  setting  forth  that : — 

Whereas,  indications  exist  that  public  tran- 
quillity and  the  supremacy  of  law  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Kansas  are  endangered  by  the  repre- 
hensible acts  or  purposes  of  persons,  both 
within  and  without  the  same,  wno  pro^se  to 
direct  and  control  its  political  organization  by 
force :  It  appearing  that  combmations  have 
been  formed  therein  to  resist  the  execution  of 
the  territorial  laws,  and  thus,  in  effect,  sub- 
vert by  violence  all  present  constitutional  and 
legal  authority :  It  also  appearing  that  pe^ 
sons  residing  without  the  territory,  but  near 
to  its  borders,  contemplate  armed  intervention 
in  the  affairs  thereof:  It  also  appearing  that 
other  persons,  inhabitants  of  remote  states, 
are  collecting  money,  engaging  men,  and  pro- 
viding arms  for  the  same  purpose:  And  it 
further  appearing  that  combinations  within 
the  territory  are  endeavoring,  by  the  agency 
of  emissaries  and  otherwise,  to  induce  indi- 
vidual states  of  the  Union  to  intervene  in  the 
affairs  thereof,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  : 

And  whereas  all  such  plans  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  future  institutions  of  the  ter- 
ritory, if  carried  into  action  from  within  the 
same,  will  constitute  the  fact  of  insurrection, 
and,  if  from  without,  that  of  invasive  aggres- 
sion, and  will,  in  either  case,  justify  aud  re- 
quire the  forcible  interposition  of  the  whole 
power  of  the  general  goveruraent,  as  well  to 
maintain  the  laws  of  the  territory  as  those  of 
the  Union,  &c. :  Warning  all  unlawful  com- 
binations to  retire  peaceably  to  their  respect- 
ive abodes,  or  he  would  use  the  power  of  the 
local  militia  and  the  available  fi»rces  of  the 
United  States  to  disperse  them,  &c.,  &c. 

On  the  14th  of  Feb.,  185G,  Mr.  Florence  of 
Pa.  presented  in  tlie  House  the  memorial  of 
A.  11.  Reeder,  contesting  the  seat  of  John  W. 
Whitfield,  delegate  from  Kansas,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Douglas,  from 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  submitted  to  the 
Senate  the  following  report : — 

Your  committee  deem  this  an  appropriate 
occasion  to  state  briefly,  but  distinctly,  the 
principles  upon  which  new  states  may  be  ad- 
mittea  and  territories  organized  under  the 
authority  of  tlic  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 
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The  Constitation  (section  3,  article  4)  pro- 
Tidee  that  '*  new  states  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union." 

Section  8,  Article  1:  "Oongnm  dull  haT»  power  to  make 
til  l*wa  which  shall  be  neceamry  and  proper  for  carryinfi; 
Into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
▼eetad  by  thla  OonstitQUon  in  the  goTemnient  of  the  United 
StAtMi,  or  In  any  department  or  office  thereof/* 

loth  amendment:  *'The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  Statee  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohilritod  by  it  to 
lira  states,  «re  reeerred  to  the  statea  respectirely,  or  to  the 
people.** 

A  state  of  the  Federal  Union  is  a  sovereign 
TK>wer»  limited  only  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  limitations  which  that  instrument  has 
imposed  are  few,  specific,  and  uniform — ap- 
plicable alike  to  all  the  states,  old  and  new. 
There  is  no  authority  for  putting  a  restriction 
opon  the  sovereignty  of  a  new  state,  which  the 
Constitution  has  not  placed  on  the  original 
states.  Indeed,  if  such  a  restriction  could  be 
imposed  on  any  state,  it  would  instantly  cease 
to  DC  a  state  within  the  meaning  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  ine- 
quality, would  assimilate  to  the  condition  of 
a  province  or  dependency.  Hence,  equality 
amon;^  all  the  states  of  the  Union  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  in  our  federative  system — a 
principle  embodied  in  the  Constitution,  as  the 
basis  upon  which  the  American  Union  rests. 

African  slavery  existed  in  all  the  colonies, 
nnder  the  sanction  of  the  British  government, 
prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
when  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted,  it  became  the  supreme  law  and 
bond  of  union  between  twelve  slaveholding 
states  and  one  non-slaveholding  state ;  each 
etatc  reserved  the  right  to  decide  the  question 
of  slavery  for  itself — to  continue  it  as  a 
domestic  mstitution  so  long  as  it  pleased,  and 
to  abolish  it  when  it  chose. 

In  pursuance  of  this  reserved  right,  six  of 
the  original  slaveholding  states  have  since 
abolished  and  prohibited  slavery  within  their 
limits  respectively,  without  consulting  Con- 
ffress  or  their  sister  states,  while  the  other  six 
have  retained  and  sustained  it  as  a  domestic 
institution,  which,  in  their  opinion,  had  be- 
come so  firmly  engrafted  on  tneir  social  sys- 
tems, that. the  relation  between  the  master 
and  slave  could  not  be  dissolved  with  safety 
to  either.  In  the  mean  time,  eighteen  new 
Btates  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  in 
obedience  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  on  an 
eqoal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  the  right  of  each  to  decide 
the  question  of  slavery  for  itself.  In  deciding 
this  question,  it  has  so  happened  that  nine  of 
these  new  states  have  aMisned  and  prohibited 
•lavery,  while  the  other  nine  have  retaine<l  and 
regulated  it.  That  these  new  states  had  at 
the  time  of  their  admission,  and  still  retain, 
an  equal  ri*;ht,  under  the  Federal  Constitution, 
with  the  original  states,  U)  decide  all  questions 
of  domestic  policy  for  themselves,  including 
that  of  African  slavery,  ought  not  to  be  se- 
rionsly  questioned,  and  certainly  cannot  be 
•uocessfully  controverted. 


They  are  all  subject  to  the  same  supreme 
law,  which,  by  the  consent  of  each,  consti- 
tutes the  only  limitation  upon  their  sovereign 
authority. 

Since  we  find  the  right  to  admit  new  states 
enumerated  among  the  powers  expressly  dele- 
gated in  the  Constitution,  the  question  arises, 
whence  does  Congress  derive  authority  to  or- 
ganize temporary  governments  for  the  terri- 
tories preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states?  Your  committee  are  not  prepared  to 
adopt  the  reasoning  which  deduces  the  power 
from  that  other  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  says : 

**  Cong:ress  shall  hare  power  to  di^pofe  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  reRuliiUous  re(>p«M-tiiiK  the  territory  or 
other  properly  belonging  to  the  United  Stntes." 

The  language  of  this  clause  is  much  more 
appropriate  when  applied  to  property  than  to 
persons.  It  would  seem  to  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon 
Congress  the  power  of  disjwsing  of  the  public 
lands  and  otlier  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  make  all  neediul  rules 
and  regulations  for  that  purpose,  rather  than 
to  govern  the  people  who  might  purchase 
those  lands  from  the  United  States  and  be- 
come residents  thereon.  The  word  "terri- 
tory" was  an  appropriate  expression  to  desig- 
nate that  large  area  of  public  lands  of  which 
the  United  States  had  oecome  the  owner  by 
virtue  of  the  Revolution  and  the  cession  by 
the  several  states.  The  additional  words  "  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States" 
clearly  show  that  the  term  "territory"  was 
used  in  its  ordinary  geographical  sense  to 
designate  the  public  domain,  and  not  as  de- . 
scriptive  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  con- 
stituting a  distinct  political  community,  who 
have  no  representation  in  Congress,  and  con- 
sequently no  voice  in  making  tlie  laws  upon 
which  all  their  rights  and  liberties  would  de- 
pend, if  it  were  conceded  that  Congress  had 
the  general  and  unlimited  power  to  make  all 
"needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning" 
their  internal  affairs  and  domestic  concerns. 
It  is  under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
and  from  this  alone,  that  Congress  derives 
authority  to  provide  for  the  surveys  of  the 
public  lands,  for  securing  pro-eniption  rights 
to  actual  settlers,  for  the  establishment  of 
land  offices  in  the  several  states  and  terri- 
tories, for  exposing  the  lands  to  private  and 
public  sale,  for  issuing  patents  and  confirming 
titles,  and,  in  short,  for  mukiug  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  pmtecting  and  dis* 
posing  of  the  public  domain  and  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  United  States. 

These  needful  rules  and  regulations  may  be 
embraced,  and  usually  are  found,  in  general 
laws  applicable  alike  to  states  and  territories, 
wherever  the  United  States  may  be  tlie  owner 
of  the  lands  or  other  property  to  bo  regulated 
or  disposed  of.  It  can  make  no  difference, 
under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  whether 
the  "territory,  or  other  property,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,''  snail  be  situated  in 
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ili>  or  Kaasiu,  in  Alabamft  or  MioneMta, 
klifiimik  or  Oregon  ;  tUc  power  of  Congrens 
make  oeedfal  rules  and  regulation!  '  " 
ime  in  the  gUteB  and  tonilorica,  Ui  thi 
lU  the  title  is  vested  in  the  United 
numuch  aa  the  riKht  of  Icj^iflntiun  in  finch 
JSMB  rents  eiclusivelj  upon  tlic  fnct  of  owner 
ship,  it  ia  obviuus  it  can  extend  only  to  thi 
trscta  of  lond  to  which  the  United  Stiitca  poa- 
«esi  the  title,  and  must  cea^c  in  rceipcct  to 
each  tract  the  inetant  it  becc.nica  priviito  pnv 
pertj  bj  purchase  from  the  United  States.  It 
will  scarcely  be  contended  that  Congrese  pus- 
sessee  the  power  to  legislate  for  the  people  of 
those  states  in  which  uulilie  lands  maj  he 
located,  in  respect  to  their  internal  affairs  and 
domestic  concoroA,  mcrelj  bei'auxe  the  United 
States  maj  be  so  fortunate  as  to  own  a  portion 
of  the  territory  and  other  property  within  the 
limits  of  those  states.  Yet  it  Hhuulil  be  liorno 
in  mind  that  this  clause  of  the  Constitution 
confers  upon  Congress  the  same  power  to  make 
needful  rules  aadre^lati 
it  does  in  the  territories,  c 
torj  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  your  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  affirm  that  Con- 
gres.1  derives  authority  to  institute  govern- 
ments fur  the  people  of  the  territories  from 
tliat  ulause  of  the  Constitution  which  confers 
the  right  to  make  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions concerning  the  territory  or  other  pro- 
iivHj  belongiuE  to  the  United  States ;  much 
Una  cau  wc  deduce 
jKiaed  necessity,  arlsiue  outside  of  the  Oonsti- 
tutiou,  and  not  provided  for  in  that  instru- 
ment. The  federal  government  is  one  of  dele- 
t^tod  and  limited  powers,  clothed  with 
rightful  authority  whicli  dues  not  ro;<ult  di- 
rectly and  necessarily  from  the  Cunslilutiou. 
Xocessity,  when  eiperienee  shall  hove  clearly 
duniiinst rated  iti  existence,  mav  furnish  satis- 
fiictury  reiMons  for  onlarf^ing  l^e  authority  of 
the  federal  government,  by  ameiidmcnls 
the  Constitution,  in  the  mode  prescribed 
that  instrument ;  but  cannot  afford  the  slight- 
est eicuM  for  the  assumption  of  powers  not 
dfiegiUcd,  and  which,  by  the  tenth  amend- 
iiii'ut,  am  expressly  "reserved  tn  the  states 
mapcctively  or  to  the  people."  Hence,  before 
tliupower  can  be  sufely  exercised,  the  ripht 
of  Cun)rrei?s  to  orgoniio  territories,  by  institu- 
tiiiK  temiMirary  g»vemment'<,  must  Ce  traced 
directly  to  mune  )irovb»ion  of  the  Constitution 
cunfcrrlnj;  the  authority  in  express  terms,  or 
an  a  means  nei-essary  and  proper  to  carry  Into 
iiffeet  uunie  one  ur  more  of  the  powers  which 
are  specifii-iilly  rlde^ted.  Is  not  tlie  orgoni- 
xatiuu  of  a  territory  eminently  nece^'sory  and 
proper  as  a  mi'^iu^  of  enabfin|[  the  people 
thereof  to  form  and  mould  their  local  and  do- 
mestic instilutioiiN  uTid  establish  a  state  go- 
Tcrumont  under  the  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, preparatory  U>  its  admission  into  the 
Union  I  If  so,  the  right  of  Congress  to  pass 
the  organic  act  for  tlic  temporary  government 
i*  dearly  inoluded  in  the  proviwon  which  «u- 


tlioriiea  the  admiubn  at  new  itatBi.  Tliii 
power,  however,  being  an  incidmt  to  an  •>• 
press  grant,  and  resulting  from  it  by  nMi» 
sary  implicatiun,  as  an  appropriate  meant  fijr  - 
carrying  it  into  effect,  must  be  exercised  in 
harmony  with  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
grant  from  which  it  is  deduced.  The  ornnic  j 
act  of  the  territory,  deriving  its  validity liom 
the  power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  rtates, 
must  contain  no  provision  or  restriction  wkieh- 
would  destroy  or  imnnir  the  equality  of  th»- 
proposed  state  with  the  original  states,  or  in— 
jHise  any  limitation  upon  its  sovereignty  whidk. 
the  Constitution  has  not  placed  on  all  tb» 
~'~'~s.  So  far  as  the  orgauiiation  of  ft  t«rri- 
_  ma^  bo  necensary  and  proper  as  S  oMam 
of  carrying  into  effcot  the  provision  of  the  Coi»- 
Btitution  for  the  admission  of  new  statai,  uA 
when  exercised  with  reference  only  to  tliak 
end,  the  power  of  Congress  is  clear  and  «>• 
plicit ;  but  beyond  that  point  the  autlwri^ 


thaCoB- 


extend,' for  the  reason  that  all 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  i 

stifution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  Uh    _  

are  reserved  to  the  slates  respectively,  or  to 
the  people."  In  other  words,  the  organic  art 
of  tne  territory,  conforming  to  the  s^orit  of 
the  grant  from' which  it  receives  ita  voli^j, 
must  leave  tlie  iiconle  entirely  free  to  tana 
and  regulate  their  domestic  institution*  and 


population,  and  establish  a  state  gnverammt 
m  conformity  to  the  Federal  Constitntion,  dicy 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  M|nM 
footing  with  tlio  original  states  in  all  reapceti 

whatsoever. 


o  the  spirit  and  letter  of 


ipie  or, 
equality  among  all  the  states  of  the  Union, 
notwithstanding  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  March  6,  ISSO 
(preparatory  to  the  adniibHion  of  MisMuri  into 
the  Union),  which  assumed  to  deny  to  the 
people  for  ever  the  right  to  settle  the  queftion 
of  slavery  for  themselves.  provide(l.they  should 
make  their  homes  aud  organize  states  north 
of  thirty-six  dpCTces  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude.  Conforming  to  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  state  eiiuality  and  sclf-<Mvemment, 
n  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  declared,  in  the  precise  langna)^ 


of  the  compromise   measures  of  18J0,  1 
when  admitted  as  a  st 

r  any  portion  of  the  same,  shall  be  recmred 
ito  the  Union,  with  or  without  slavery,  aa 
leir  constitutions  moy  prescribe  nt  the  time 
of  their  admission."  Again,  ai^er  declaring 
the  said  8th  section  of  the  Missouri  act  (aome- 
times  called  the  Missouri  compromise,  or  Hi»' 
Bouri  restriction)  inoperative  and  void,  aa  b^ 


r--^viJ 
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"11  bains  ttie  true  iDUot  and  m«ftntng  of  this  aet  not  to 
«fMatt  tivrwy  Into  any  state  or  tarrltory,  nor  to  exdnde 
.•  thMnfrom,  Mt  to  Imvo  the  people  tboreof  perfeetlj  flree 
bo  i>na  and  regulate  their  dcMncvtie  initituttonii  in  their 
awn  vay,  'eul^jeet  only  to  the  Oonctitution  of  the  United 

SftltOT." 

The  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act 
iraa  strenuously  resisted  by  all  persons  who 
tiioaght  It  a  less  evil  to  deprive  the  people. of 
tiew  states  and  territories  of  the  right  of  state 
BqaaUty  and  self-gOTornment  under  the  Gon- 
ititution,  than  to  allow  them  to  decide  the 
slavery  question  for  themselves,  as  ever^  state 
af  the  Union  had  done,  and  must  retain  the 
undeniable  richt  to  do  so,  so  lone  as  the  Con- 
ititution  of  £e  United  States  shall  be  main- 
tained as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Find- 
ing opposition  to  the  principles  of  the  act 
nnavaihng  in  the  halls  of  Congress  and  under 
Iha  forms  of  the  Constitution,  combinations 
were  immediately  entered  into  in  some  por- 
tions of  the  Union  to  control  the  political  des- 
tinies, and  form  and  reflate  the  domestic 
institutions  of  those  territories  and  future 
states,  through  the  machinery  of  emigrant  aid 
societies.  In  order  to  give  consistency  and 
efficiency  to  the  movement,  and  surround  it 
with  the  color  of  legal  authority,  an  act  of  in- 
Oi>rporation  was  procured  from  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  it  was 
provided,  in  the  first  section,  that  twenty  per- 
sons therein  named,  and  their  **  associates, 
Baooessors,  and  assigns,  are  hereby  made  a 
(corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Massachu- 
»9tts  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  for  the  purpose 
cif  assisting  emigrants  to  settle  in  the  West ; 
and  for  this  purpc^e  they  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all 
rhe  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth 
ID  the  38th  and  44th  chapters  of  the  revised 
statutes''  of  Massachusetts. 

The  committee  here  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  3Iassachusetts  Emigrant  Aid  Society  and 
remark: — 

'*  When  a  powerful  corporation,  with  a  cap- 
ital of  five  millions  of  dollars  invested  m 
hiHiees  and  lands,  in  merchandise  and  mills, 
in  cannon  and  rifles,  in  powder  and  lead — ^in 
all  the  implements  of  art,  agriculture  and  war, 
and  employing  a  corresponding  number  of 
men,  all  under  the  management  and  control 
of  non-resident  directors  and  stockholders, 
who  are  authorized  by  their  charter  to  vote  by 
proxy  to  the  extent  of  fifty  votes  each,  enters 
a  distant  and  sparscly-settlod  territory  with 
the  fixed  purpose  of  wielding  all  its  power  to 
Qootrol  the  domestic  institutions  and  political 
destinies  of  the  territory,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion of  fearful  import  how  far  the  operations 
tif  the  company  are  c(>mpatiblo  with  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  Whatever  may 
be  the  extent  or  limit  of  Concessional  autho- 
rity over  the  territories,  it  is  clear  that  no 
iooividual  state  has  the  right  to  pass  any  law 
vr  aathorize  any  act  concerning  or  affecting 
the  territories,  which  it  might  not  enact  in 
Eefoence  to  any  other  state. 

''  It  ifl  a  well-settled  principle  of  constitu- 

liooal  law  in  this  oountrv,  that  while  all  the 
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states  of  the  Union  are  united  in  one  for  ceiv 
tain  purposes,  yet  each  state,  in  respect  to 
everjrthing  which  affects  its  domestic  policy 
and  internal  concerns,  stands  in  the  relation 
of  a  foreign  power  to  eveij  other  state. 

"  Hence  no  state  has  a  right  to  pass  any  law, 
or  do  or  authorize  any  act,  with  a  view  to 
influence  or  change  tlie  domestic  policy  of 
any  other  state  or  territory  of  the  Union, 
more  than  it  would  with  reference  to  France 
or  England,  or  any  other  foreign  state  with 
which  we  are  at  peace.  Indeed,  everj  state 
of  this  Union  is  under  higher  obligations  to 
observe  a  friendly  forbearance  and  generous 
comity  towards  each  other  member  of  the  con- 
federacy than  the  laws  of  nations  can  impose 
on  foreign  states. 

"  If  our  obligations  arising  under  the  laws 
of  nations  are  so  imperative  as  to  make  it  our 
duty  to  enact  neutralitv  laws,  and  to  exert  the 
whole  power  and  authority  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government,  including  the  annj 
and  navy,  to  enforce  them,  in  restraining  our 
citizens  from  interfering  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  foreign  states,  can  the  obligations 
of  each  state  and  territory  of  this  Union  be 
less  imperative  under  the  Federal  Constitution 
to  observe  entire  neutrality  in  respect  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  several  states  and 
territories  ?" 

The  committee  then  entered  into  a  history 
of  General  Whitfield's  election  to  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  Nov.,  1854,  which  was  secured,  says 
the  report,  by  the  votes  of  men  of  all  parties 
who  were  in  favor  of  tlie  principles  of  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act,  and  opposed  to  placing  the 
political  destinies  of  the  territory  in  the  keeping 
of  the  Abolition  partv  of  the  Northern  states,  to 
be  managed  through  the  machinery  of  their 
emigrant  aid  companies.  No  sooner  was  the 
result  of  the  election  known,  than  the  defeated 
party  proclaimed,  throughout  the  length  and 
bread tn  of  the  republic,  that  it  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  invasion  of  the  territory  by  a 
Missouri  mob,  which  had  overawed  and  out- 
numbered and  outvoted  the  bona-fide  settlers 
of  the  territory. 

This  election,  the  report  shows,  was  held  in 

fiursuance  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  Gk)V. 
leeder,  prescribmg  the  manner  and  mode  of 
holding  the  same. 

It  nowhere  appears  that  General  Whitfield's 
right  to  a  seat  by  virtue  of  that  election  was 
over  contested.  It  does  not  appear  that  '*  ten 
Qualified  voters  of  the  territory"  were  ever 
mund  who  were  willing  to  make  the  **  written 
statement  directed  to  the  governor,  with  an 
affidavit"  of  one  or  more  qualified  voters  to 
the  "truth  of  the  facts  therein  stated,"  to 
"  dispute  the  fairness  or  correctness  of  the  re- 
turns," or  to  "  set  forth  specific  cause  of  com- 
plaint or  errors  in  the  conducting  or  returning 
of  the  election"  in  any  one  of  the  seventeen  dis- 
tricts of  the  territory.  Certain  it  is,  that  tiiere 
could  not  have  been  a  system  of  fraud  and 
violence  such  as  has  been  charged  by  the 
agents  and  supporters  of  the  emijgrent  aid 
societies,  unless  the  gOYemoor  and  jodfOi  of 
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election  were  parties  to  it ;  and  your  commit- 
tee are  not  prepared  to  assume  a  faot,  so  dis- 
reputable to  them,  and  so  improbable  u{>on 
the  state  of  facts  presented,  without  specific 
charges  and  direct  proof.  In  the  absence  of 
all  proof  and  probable  truth,  the  charge  that 
the  Missourians  had  inyaded  the  territory  and 
controlled  the  Congressional  election  by  fraud 
and  violence,  was  circulated  throughout  the 
free  states,  and  made  the  basis  of  the  most  in- 
flammatory appeals  to  all  men  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  tlie  Kansas-Nebraska  act  to  emi- 
grate or  send  emigrants  to  Kansas  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  the  invaders,  and  assisting 
their  friends  who  were  then  in  the  territorjr  in 
putting  down  the  slave  power,  and  prohibiting 
slavery  in  Kansas,  with  the  view  or  making  it 
a  frbe  state.  Exaggerated  accounts  of  the 
large  number  of  emigrants  on  their  wey  under 
the  auspices  of  the  emigrant  aid  companies 
with  the  view  of  controlling  the  election  for 
members  of  the  territorial  legislature,  which 
was  to  take  place  on  the  30th  of  March,  1855, 
were  publislied  and  circulated.  These  ac- 
counts being  republished  and  believed  in 
Missouri,  where  the  excitement  had  already 
been  inflamed  to  a  fearful  intensity,  induced 
a  corresponding  effort  to  send  at  least  an 
equal  number,  to  counteract  the  apprehended 
result  of  this  new  importation. 

The  election  was  held  in  obedience  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  of  the  territory, 
which  prescribed  the  mode  of  proceeding,  the 
form  or  the  oath  and  returns,  the  precaution- 
aury  safeguards  against  illegal  voting,  and  the 
mode  of  contesting  the  election,  which  were, 
in  substance,  the  same  as  those  already  re- 
ferred to  in  connexion  with  the  Congressional 
election.  When  the  period  arrived  for  the 
governor  to  canvass  the  returns,  and  issue  ccr- 
tifioatcs  to  the  persons  elected,  it  appeared 
that  protests  had  been  filed  against  the  fairness 
of  the  proceedings  and  the  correctness  of  the  re- 
turns, in  seven  out  of  the  eighteen  election  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  territory  had  been  ilivided, 
for  election  purposes,  allegmg  fraudulent  and 
ille^il  voting  by  persons  who  were  not  actual 
settTers  and  qualified  voters  of  the  territory. 
It  also  appears  that  in  some  of  these  contested 
cases  the  form  of  the  oath  administered  to  the 
judges,  and  of  the  returns  made  by  them, 
were  not  in  conformity  to  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor.  After  a  careful  investigation 
of  tlie  facts  of  each  cose,  as  presented  by  the 
returns  of  the  iudges,  and  the  protests  and  al- 
legations of  all  persons  who  disputed  the  fair- 
ness of  the  election  and  the  correctness  of  the 
returns,  tlie  governor  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  set  aside  the  electi(m 
in  these  seven  disputed  districts,  the  effect  of 
which  was,  to  create  two  vacancies  in  the 
Council,  and  nine  in  the  Uouse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  territory,  to  be  filled  by  a  new 
election  ;  and  to  change  the  result  so  far  as  to 
cause  tlie  certificate  for  one  councilman  and 
one  rejiresentative  to  issue  to  different  persons 
than  tnose  returned  as  elected  by  the  judges. 
AiH:ordingly  the  governor  issued  his  writs  for 


special  elections,  to  be  held  on  the  24di  of 
May,  to  fill  those  vaoancies,  and,  at  the  nine 
time,  granted  certificates  of  electiofD  |o  eleven 
councumen  and  seventeen  representativee, 
whose  election  had  not  been  contested,  and 
whom  he  adjudged  to  have  been  fairly  elected. 
At  the  special  election  to  fill  these  vaoancies, 
three  of  the  persons  whose  election  on  the 
30th  of  March  had  been  set  aside  for  the 


sons  already  stated,  were  re-elected,  and  in 
the  other  districts  different  persons  were 


turned;  and  the  governor  having  adjudged 
them  to  have  been  duly  elected,  accordingly 
granted  them  certificates  of  election;  thus 
making  the  full  complement  of  thirteen  eonn- 
cilmeu  and  twenty-six  representatives,  of 
whom,  bv  the  organic  law  of  the  territoiy, 
the  legislature  wad  to  be  composed.  On  the 
17th  day  of  April  the  governor  issued  hii 
proclamation,  summoning  these  thirteen  ooan- 
cilmen  and  twenty-six  representatives,  wham 
he  had  commissioned  as  having  been  ftirly 
elected,  to  assemble  at  Pawnee  City  on  the  2d 
day  of  July,  and  organize  as  the  legislature 
of  the  territory  of  Kansas. 

It  appears  from  the  journal  that  the  two 
houses  did  assemble,  in  obedience  to  the  go- 
vernor's proclamation,  at  the  time  and  plfce 
appointed  by  him,  and,  after  the  oath  of  office 
had  been  duly  administered  by  one  of  the 
judges  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  territory 
to  each  of  the  members  who  held  the  govern- 
or's certificate,  proceeded  to  organize  their 
respective  houses  by  the  election  of  their  off- 
cers ;  and  each  notified  the  other,  by  resolu- 
tion, that  they  were  thus  duly  organized. 
Also,  by  joint  resolution,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee who  waited  on  the  governor,  and  in- 
formed him  that  **  the  two  houses  of  the 
Kansas  legislature  are  organized,  and  are 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  and  to  re- 
ceive'' such  communication  as  he  may  deem 
necessary.  , 

In  response  to  this  joint  resolution,  "a 
message  irom  the  governor,  by  Mr.  Iliggins, 
his  private  secretary,  transmitting  his  meir 
sage,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  read." 

The  message  commences  thus  : — **  To  the 
Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,"  &c.,  &c. 

From  this  message,  as  well  as  from  all  the  offi- 
cial acts  of  the  tcuvemor  jireceding  it,  having 
reference  to  the  election  and  return  of  the  mem- 
bers and  the  convening  of  the  two  houses  for  le- 
gislative business,  the  cimclusion  is  irresistible, 
that  up  to  this  ])eriod  of  time  the  governor  hud 
never  conceived  the  idea — if,  indeed,  he  has 
since  entertained  it — that  the  two  houhos  were 
spurious  and  fraudulent  assemblios,  having  mt 
rightful  authority  fo  j)ass  laws  wliich  would 
be  binding  upon  the  people  of  Kansas.  On 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  iniinediatr.Iy 
after  the  organization  of  the  house  w:ui 
effected,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

**  Reralred.  That  «II  persorm  who  may  dosire  to  cnntiwl 
the  Mfttfl  of  any  porsnult  uow  holding  ccTtifuHUM  of  eii*ctiiiD 
u  meinlien  of  thlit  hoiiw,  may  pre^H'nt  thfir  pmt4>«l«  to  tb« 
committM  on  erodentialtt,  and  that  notice  Uiereof  ahali  bt 
flTcn  to  Uie  p«kr80iu  kolding  luch  curtificatea." 
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[TAe  oommtttee  then  entered  into  a  bittory 
of  the  contested  seats  in  the  legislature,  and 
the  difference  between  that  l^y  and  the 
governor,  as  to  which  was  the  judge  of  the 
qualification  of  the  members. 

The  removal  of  the  seat  of  goyemment  to 
the  Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,  showing 
that  Governor  Keedcr  in  all  his  disputes  with 
the  legislature,  whilst  denying  their  right  to 
do  thus  and  so,  never  regarded  them  as  other- 
wise than  as  the  regularly  constituted  legisla- 
ture of  Kansas. 

The  suspension  of  intercourse  between 
Oovemor  Kceder  and  the  legislature  after 
their  removal  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  on  the 
px>und  that  they  were  not  a  valid  legislature 
in  Boesion,  as  it  was  in  a  place  in  which  he 
cmtended  it  had  no  right  to  sit,  is  then  treated 
in  the  Report.] 

On  the  16th  of  Au^st,  the  journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  says  : 

**The  AdlowiDK  raeange  ww  reeeiTed  from  Goyemor  A.  H. 
',  by  Mr.  Lowry,  hia  prirate  aecretary : 


**Tb  tfa«  lumorable  the  mMuben  of  the  CoancQ  and  Iloase 
of  RepreeentatiTeii  of  the  Territory  of  Kannas. 
^'Obhtleketv:  Althouifh,  In  mv  message  to  your  bodies 
mder  date  of  the  21i<t  iosUnt,  uilt.,!  I  sUted  that  I  was 
aaabl«  to  eooTince  myself  of  the  leRality  of  your  semion  at 
tfala  plaee,  for  reamns  then  given,  and  although  that  opinion 
■dD  remains  unchanged,  yet,  inasmuch  as  my  reartonfl  were 
■ot  aatlsfitctory  to  your  body,  and  the  bills  passed  by  your 
l^oasM  hare  been  up  to  this  time  sent  to  me  for  approval,  It 
la  proper  that  I  should  Inform  you  that  after  your  adjourn- 
of  yesterday  I  recpired  official  notification  that  my 
as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  were  ter- 
No  suoctessor  having  arrived.  Secretary  Woodson 
wfH  at  eonrse  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  as  acting  go- 

A.  II.  RXKDKB.'* 


Inasmuch  as  Governor  Reeder  dissolved  his 
offidal  relations  with  the  legislature,  and  de- 
nied the  validity  of  their  acts,  solely  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  enacted  in  the  wrong 
place,  it  becomes  material  to  inquire  whether 
it  was  competent  for  them,  under  the  organic 
act,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  tempo- 
rarily from  **  Pawnee  City"  to  the  Shawnee 
'  Mission.  The  24th  section  of  the  organic  act 
provides  **  that  the  legislative  power  of  the 
territory  shall  extend  to  all  rightful  Rubjects 
of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  pro\dBions  of 
this  act." 

That  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government, 
and  the  changing  of  the  same  whenever  the 
public  interests  and  convenience  may  require 
It,  is  a  "  rightful  subject  of  legislation,"  is  too 
plain  to  admit  of  argument ;  hence  the  power 
18  clearly  included  in  this  general  grant,  and 
may  be  exercised  at  pleasure  by  the  legisla- 
ture, unless  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that 
Congress,  by  some  other  provision,  has  im- 
posed restrictions  or  conditions  upon  its 
exercise. 

The  thirty-first  section  of  the  organic  act 
provides  "  that  the  temporary  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  said  territory  is  hereby  located  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  ;  and  that  such  portions  of 
the  public  buildings  as  may  not  be  actually 
usea  and  needed  for  military  purposes  may  be 
occupied  and  U8cd,  under  the  direction  of  the 
gcvemor  and  Legislative  Assembly,  for  such 
public  purposes  as  may  be  required  under  the 


proyisioQS  of  this  aet;^  and  the  twenty 
second  section  of  the  same  act  provides  that 
**  the  persons  thus  elected  to  the  Legislative 
Assemoly  shall  meet  at  such  place  and  on 
such  day  as  the  governor  shall  appoint"  for 
the  first  meeting.  These  two  provisions,  being 
parts  of  the  same  act,  and  naving  reference 
to  the  same  subject-matter,  must  be  taken  to- 
gether, and  receive  such  a  construction  as 
will  give  full  effect  to  each,  and  not  render 
either  nugatory.  While,  therefore,  the  go- 
vernor was  authorized  to  convene  the  legisla- 
ture, in  the  first  instance,  at  such  place  as  he 
should  appoint,  still  he  was  required,  by  that 
provision  which  made  Fort  Leavenworth  the 
temporary  seat  of  government,  with  the  view 
of  using  some  of  the  public  buildings,  to 
designate  as  the  place  some  one  of  the  public 
buildings  within  the  military  reservation  of 
Fort  Leavenworth.  Had  not  Congress,  in  the 
meantime,  interposed  and  changed  the  law,  as 
here  presented,  the  governor  would  not  have 
been  authorized  to  have  convened  the  legisla- 
ture at  "  Pawnee  City,"  or  at  any  other  place 
in  the  territory  than  some  one  of  the  public 
buildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  as  provided  in 
the  organic  act. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  intimated  an  opinion  that  all  of  the 
public  buildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth  were 
needed  for  military  purposes,  and  that  the 
location  of  the  seat  of  government,  even  tem- 
porarily, within  the  lines  of  a  military  reser- 
vation, where  the  military  law  must  necessa- 
rily prevail,  would  be  inconvenient  if  not  in- 
jurious to  the  public  service,  the  following 
Provision  was  adopted  in  the  appropriation 
ill  of  the  5th  of  Aug.,  1854,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  governor  to  erect  buildmgs  for 
the  temporary  seat  of  government  at  some 
more  suitable  and  convenient  point  in  the  ter- 
ritory:— 

**  That  in  the  event  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  deem 
it  inconfiistent  with  the  interest  of  the  military  serrlee  to 
ftimish  a  sufllcient  portion  of  the  military  huUdlogsat  Fort 
Leavenworth  for  the  mm  of  the  territorial  Bovemment  of 
Kanitas,  the  Rum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  shall  be, 
and  In  that  contiutcenry  \n  hereby  appropriated,  for  the 
erection  of  public  buiUlinf^  fur  the  use  of  tho  legislature  of 
the  territory  of  Ranftas.  to  be  expended  under  tne  direction 
of  the  governor  of  suid  territory. 

Under  this  provision,  taken  in  connexion 
with  that  clause  of  tlie  organic  act  which  au- 
thorized the  governor  to  convene  the  legisla- 
ture at  such  place  as  he  should  appoint,  he 
would  have  had  the  right  to  establisn  the  tem- 
porary seat  of  government  and  erect  the  pub- 
lic buildings  at  Pawnee  City,  or  any  other 
place  he  might  have  selected  in  the  territory, 
instead  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  but  for  the  fact 
that  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  and  before  any 
portion  of  the  money  had  been  expended,  oi 
even  the  site  selected.  Congress  made  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  for  public  buildings,  with  the  proviso 
"  tJiat  said  money,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any 
portion  of  the  money  heretofore  appropriate 
for  this  purpose,  shall  not  be  expended  until 
the  legislature  of  said  territory  shall  have 
fixed  by  law  the  permanent  seat  of  govem* 


mmi."    nti  pitnUaB  did  not  wribr  npok 

Ow  l^datnn  H^  pomr  in  TCtMot  to  ttw  lo- 

" •"- '  of  gftnrameiA,  aithor  ' — ' 


untint  (Jtiw  wat  of  goren 
pamQj  or  parauuKntlr,  whioh  it  did  not 
pnrioo^  pOBMM ;  ftr  ttogMwnl|nnt,ex- 
tMidSng  to  *U  "ri^rthl  Mgeeta  of  l^idft- 
tim,"  nnaawiTJly  inolndvd  dio  ri^t  to  deter- 
mine tiie  pUM  M  hokKng  to  Mtnone,  Tin 
tilJMt »  ml  u  legtl  efleet  of  tUa  {Hovirion, 
«■■  to  rettnin  Hio  goremor  ftom  expeoding 
tiie  impropriation  nntil  At  vrioeof  the  people 
of  KuMi  Aoold  be  ezinrasMd,  ttmmg^  mnr 
ro,  in  tlM  adeetaOB  of  the  plaoe,  left*- 


iac  tiw  gofornoT  to  perfbrm  Itia  whole  duty 
■i^or  tM  SSd  MOtioii  of  tbe  omnie  aot, 
hj  ftppointing  tho  plMW  and  daj  M  the  flnt 
BMBig  of  the  legjaUtnts,  and  of  expending 
tii»  money  appropriated  t^  Congr«M  for  tiie 
neathn  m  inuilio  buildinga,  at  laoh  plaoe  as 
Hm  legialatnre  dionld  designate  fertheper- 
■anont  wat  of  ceremneirt  of  tbe  territmV. 

-  Und«r  tUa  TJmr  of  the  nljeat,  it  is  evioent 
tlut  tlw  leaiWare  waa  clothed  with  le^ti- 
mate  anthontj  to  eoaet  tbe  law  in  obedience 
to  wUdi  ita  aearion  was  a^Jonmod  ftetn  Paw- 
BM  Oi^  to  Sbawnee  Mianon,  and  that  ita  en- 
aobnenti,  made  at  tba  latter  ^aoe,  mnat  1»tb 
the  aame  force  and  nlidlw  tbat  they  wonld 
kave  poaeeeaed  had  not  the  remoral  taken 
place. 

Tour  committee  hare  not  oturidared  it  anr 
part  of  their  dn^  to  examine  and  review  eaen 
' — mt  and  pniTirion  of  the  large  Tolome 

_  adopted  by  the  lenslatore  «  Kanaaa 

vpoa  almoat  erery  rightfU  aotyect  of  legiala- 
tion,  and  alfoctine  neariy  every  relation  and 
biteteat  in  1i(^  with  a  view  either  to  their  ap- 
pmral  or  diBappTO-nil  t^  CongrsMt  for  toe 
reaaon  ^at  tbey  are  local  laws,  oonfloed  in 
their  opet«tion  to  the  internal  oonoeniB  of  the 
territOTT.  tho  control  end  management  of 
which,  b;  the  prinoiploa  of  the  Federal  CodbU- 
tntion,  at  well  aa  bj  the  very  terms  of  tbe 
Kanaaa-Nebroska  act,  are  confided  to  the 
people  of  the  territorr,  to  be  determined  by 
themaelvM  throagh  ikmr  repreeentatiree  in 
their  local  Iwialature,  and  not  by  the  Con- 
grwe,  in  lAiim  they  bare  no  repreaentatiTes, 
to  give  or  withhold  their  assent  to  the  laws 
■pon  wUoh  thor  righte  and  UberUes  mar  all 
depend.  Undte  these  laws  marriages  have 
town  placet  children  have  been  bom,  deaths 
have  occnrred,  estate*  have  been  dietribaled, 
oontraeta  have  been  mod^  and  rights  have 
aoomed  which  it  is  not  competent  for  Congress 
to  divest.  If  there  can  be  a  doubt  in  respect 
to  (he  validity  of  these  laws,  growing  out  of 
the  alleged  irregalanty  of  tbe  election  of  the 
members  of  the  legislatore,  or  the  lawfiilness 
of  the  place  where  ita  senions  were  held, 
which  it  is  competent  for  any  tribunal  to  in- 
quire into,  with  a  view  to  ita  decision  at  this 
day,  and  after  tbe  seriee  of  events  which  hare 


Ofanpaniea,  tUa  oonunltipe''rppartixl  xgainM 
the  nropontion,  an^  initond  of  annulling  the 
loeil  legjalatlon  of  the  territory,  recomraend^d 
the  r^Ml  of  thai  elanse  of  the  organic  act  of 
Hinneaolft  wUeb  teeerrcs  to  Congress  the 
right  to  diaappKrve  ita  laws.  That  recnm- 
neadation  waa  baaed  on  the  theory  that  tlie 
people  of  the  territory,  being  citiiens  of  the 
Onitad  States,  were  entitled  to  tho  pririlefe 
of  self-government  In  obedicoce  to  tho  Conf>(i- 
tntion ;  and  if^  in  the  exercise  of  tliin  right, 
thev  bad  made  wise  and  ju«t  Inwe,  they  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  ei^oy  all  the  adventiigH 
resulting  ftom  them :  wiiile.  on  the  contrary, 
if  they  hod  made  nnvrise  and  nnjust  laws,  thfy 
shonld  abide  the  oonaeriuenoc!!  of  iJieir  own 
acts  until  they  disoovetf  J,  acknowledged,  and 
oorrected  their  errors.  '      '     j 

It  has  been  ^eged  that  groai  mlarepnMMi^ 
taons  have  been  rude  in  reapeot  to  tM  ellitfit 
ter  of  the  laws  enacted  by  tlie  ledolsMicef 
Kansas,  calcnlated,  if  not  desicnad,  to  |iii*» 
dice  the  publio  mind  at  a  dJntanntl  Mjinlft 
thosewho  enacted  them,  andtoereatomlit 
presaon  tliat  it  waa  tiie  du^  of  On^pA  fl 
interfere  and  annul  them,  bi  Hmt  <f «( 
violent  and  insarreatdonary  meMnow  •MA 
were  being  taken  to  resist  tbe  lawa  of  llm  ta^ 
ritoiy,  a  convention  of  delegates,  reprsMMlh 
almost  every  gprtion  of  the  terrltray  «f  -  tfii 
sas,  iras  held  at  the  city  of  LMvenwmlli  tk9» 
14th  of  Nov.,  1855,  at  whioh  men  of  aU  aMw 
of  political  opnions,  "Whigs,  Democntt,  ftt^ 
slavery  men,  and  Free-state  men,  all  mat  Mid 
barmoaiied  together,  and  forgot  their  femsr 
differences  in  the  common  danger  that  seaased 
to  threaten  the  peace,  good  order,  and  pn*- 
perity  of  this  community."  Tins  oonvntioa 
was  presided  over  by  the  pernor  of  Ifae  tsr- 
ritory,  assisted  by  a  mqonty  of  tiiejndgacof 
the  Supreme  Court ;  and  the  addftM  to  Ika 
citiienB  of  the  United  Stat«^  among  otbsr  A- 
dnguisbed  namm,  bears  the  aignatnren  of  lbs 
United  States  district  attorney  and  *"—*-' 
for  the  lenitory. 

[The  committee  then  quote  fh)m  an  addisss 
of  said  meeting  in  explanation  of  said  laws.] 

A  few  days  after  Governor  ReederdiaadfM 
his  official  relations  with  the  legislatan,  ea 
account  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  gu««»- 
meut,  and  while  that  body  was  still  to  ssMlga, 
a  meeting  was  called  by  "  many  voten,"  Ik 
assemble  at  lAwrence  on  the  14tn  or  ISA  tf 
Anguet,  1855,  "to  take  into  eonsHiailhu 
the  propriety  of  calling  a  territorial  oMtfm- 
tion,  proiimiuary  to  the  formation  of  n  alatS 
government,  and  other  subjects  of  nibtia 
mtereet,"    At   tbat   meeting   the  fblnnriaa 

freambie  and  resolotione  were  adopted  with 
ut  one  dissenting  n^cc: — 


■wKtgffutoSwSSS 
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^"^kS  ^"^tSri***^  "T*  S*  **" '  '^^  deatroy  the  same  by  thrusting  it  into  hit 
^M^to^m^^^i^Vb£  mouth,  and  biting  and  chewing  it    Althou^ 


qvMt  all 'bona  JUe  elUsedii 

policial  Ttewi  or  predileetiong, „., -      ,        .           -. 

imptrtlTO  elaetlon  dMrleta,  and,  in  maM  convention  or  somewhat  mutilated  bv  the  "  tOOth  prints,"  it 

"^ISSi.'i^'^S^nT^^iS^"!^  bears  internal  eWdence  of  bein^  a  «num« 

u  loih  Manh,  1856;  aaki  ditiagatcs  to  aasembie  in  con-  document,  authenticated  by  the  original  siguar 

^ef*^**  tbe  town  of  Toprta,  on  the  i9ih  day  of  September,  tuTOs  of  "  G.  W.  Hutchinson,  grand  general," 

ISU.  then  and  there  to  consider  and  determine  upon  all  ^Jitrrrn      i-                j             j.             i^    » 

ratSeeta  of  pnblie  interest,  and  parUcularly  upon  that  bar-  ^^      J  •  K^-  Goodwm,  grand  quartermaster," 

fntt  rvivMioe  to  the  speedy  ibnnation  of  a  state  constitution.  On  the  last  page  was  a  charter  of  the  Kansafl 

l'?iil"i^£*a?.1,S.!r5ti;:cZSli°i'^'*^^  legion  authSSing  the  8*^  George  Warren. 

^^ .           .            _                          .        ,  from  whose  mouth  the  document  was  taken,  te 

This  meetmg,  so  far  as  your  committee  have  fomi  a  new  regiment. 

been  able  to  ascertain,  was  the  first  step  in  [xhe  committee  here  quote  from  the  barter 

that  series  of  proceedmgs  which  resulted  in  largely.   Amongst  other  tilings,  is]  tiie  process 

Uie  adoption  of  a  constitution  and  state  gov-  of  Tnitiating  new  recruits,  who  are  properly 

•rmnent,  to  be  put  in  operation  on  the  4th  of  vouched  for  by  members  of  the  order,  tiie 

the  present  month,  in  subversion  of  the  tern-  preliminary  obligations  to  observe  secrecy, 

toriai  government  established  under  the  au-  the  catechism  to  which  the  candidate  is  sub- 

thority  of  Congress.    The  right  to  set  up  the  jested,  and  the  explanations  of  tiw  colonel  in 

state  government  m  defiance  of  the  constituted  respect  to  tlie  objects  of  Uie  order,  which  are 

Authoriues  of  the  territory,  is  based  on  the  thus  stated  ■ 

assumption  "  that  the  people  of  Kansas  terri-  „  ^^^  ^  ^,^  ^  ^.^^  ^^  ^^^  „^  p^^^ty 

tory  have  been  since  its  settlement,  and  now  of  being  a  free  state;  and.  secondly,  to  protect  the  ballot-Uis 

are,  without  any  law-making  power ;"  in  the  ^°^  ^«  leproua  touch  of  unprincipled  men." 

lace  of  the  well  known  fact,  that  the  territorial  These  and  all  other  questions  being  satis- 

ie^jialature  were  then  in  session,  in  pursuance  factorily  answered,   the   final   oath   is   thus 

or  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Keeder  and  administered : 

the  organic  law  of  the  territory.     On  the  5th  „^j^  ^^  .xpUnaUona  upon  our  part,  we  d,aU  ask  of 

of  September,  a  "  territorial  delegate  COnven-  you  that  you  take  with  us  an  cbligaUon  placing  yourself  in 

tion"  assembled  at  the  Big  Springs,  "  to  take  the  same  atutude  as  before. 

into  consideration  the  present  exigencies  of  "oBuoAnoir. 

political  affairs,"  at  which,  amone  others,  the   .J"^- TTT'  *°  ****  ?*??  ~'T°  °»»n?f » "^^^^  *■ 

IT,,       •      «»"•»** o*«*»»  wM*^»*,  ••"*"   ft  v""«*°»  •— ^  tijo  nronence  of  UcaTen  and  tbefie  witneseoe,  bind  myntslf 

(oUOWing  resolutions  were  adopted : —  that  I  wUl  never  reveal,  nor  cause  to  be  revealed,  either  hy 

MRemlved,  That  this  convention,  in  view  of  Its  recent  J'**"*-  ^<^*' »'  •*'^'  *»y  writing.  Prin«n«-,*'n5«^Jnf'.P»*n;- 


;f  .;Uto  «;;5t.5o^  «r.Vch  .ilTC^^^^     ^;i^d^i^^  ^ Pt  ^  pon^ns  lejjUy  qualified  to  receive  the  «^«-    Should 

«omI  hefans  ItT                            *»—»*».»  mt,  u^mj  tcKtuuM»vD  j  j  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  withdraw,  or  be  suspended  or  expelled  trota 

^*IU-olved,  That  we  owe  no  alleirisnce  or  obedience  to  the  fjl»»  ^f^^^^^K^  "«»  *'**'P„?*!;.°nll?^?n„*Sin^*  rJhu 

^rannlral  ekartments  of  this  5»"rlous  le^dslature;  that  »«»•    V  fi""^  ^^^..^^"^ Z  S^T^^^Z^llt}Tf^^^ 

thair  Uws  have  no  vaUdity  or  binding  fierce  ipon  the  people  ;"i-?"*","°"  ^  *r^"l*Sii?  S^^thr^m.'^P  ^jilliii'S: 

or  KansM:  end  that  every  fn^maS  among  us  Is  atfull  '^'^  "^  ~'"»**'f^y1r?!l',"L^'^i?f°^ 

liberty,  ciLrf-tently  with  hto  obligations  as  I  citizen  and  a  «>««'  ?  -"y  TJTlLL*?^i2i^f^  ^L^?i'  l„  Th^ 

Ban,  to  d.^  and  risist  them  if  he  choose  so  to  do.  °«;  ««•  ^If^r*"*^  '  ^'I'^T 3  JfJI?° '?.?*?S^V2  1«  ! 

^^Bawlved,  That  we  will  endure  and  submit  to  these  laws  ^'J*' ^»^^  ^  5*2.15  -in    J S  m.  !„^iTSffiu{^1?hH«i 

DO  lonser  U>in  the  b«it  Inten^ts  of  the  territory  require,  as  "»«'  ]  ^;^}  ««■***  T^\u"l^  ^i^tlSS  !S?  .hl.^J^Ef 

the  lesit  of  two  evils,  and  will  resist  them  to  a  bloody  issue  •^'«  ^^^  ft^""'    L'^'V  '"Ji^f S!^L^?;JSl  ^^^7a 

St  soon  as  we  ssoerUin  that  peaceable  reme<lles  shiUl  fail,  fjy  ^'^''T^^S'^V^J^m^^J^tJi^^ 

•Dd  fbndUe  reMsUnce  shall  furnish  any  reasonable  prospect  J^ls  gr«l  '««>•  Y^^^«[  Hnn  ^^  tSl  r n  t^  ^VSl    T  wS? 

of  ■urc«ao;  and  that  In  the  meantime  we  recommend  toVur  <^"JJ^'y  f"^  *^^^r:i"Il^J«°°  lt^h*^i^.?Ii^«.L^ii 

fHeods  thWhout  the  territory  the  organUation  and  dls-  ^"^l^^^^^yjr;^!'^"*^"^^?!!^^^^ 

ts^iiiT:^^^'^'^'^^''^ ""  ''""^•"^  ""^  '^^'Ji^^[^tSsriii;t?or^^^^ 

preparation  or  anna.  ^^^  binding  myself  under  the  penalty  of  l^ing  expelled 

With  the  view  to  a  distinct  understanding;  from  this  organlxaUon,  of  having  my  name  pubHshed  to  the 

.r^  *i,«  ».»»»:»»  ^f  o,^  ^,^^U  .xf  ♦V.Jq  -^o/vli.f'./i^  several  territorial  encampments  as  a  peijurer  before  Heaven 

of  the  meaning  of  so  much  of  this  resolution  ^^^  ^  ^^j^,  ^^  ^^  oounJry,  of  pawing  through  life  scorned 

as  relates  to  the  ^  organization  and  discipline  and  reviled  by  man.  fK>wned  on  by  devils,  forsaken  hy 

of  volunteer  companies,  and  the  procurement  •°b«^»»  •^  abandonad  by  God.** 

and  preparation  of  arms,''  it  may  oe  necessary  The  *'  closing  ceremony"  is  as  follows : 

to  state  that  there  was  at  that  time  existing  in  u  [Cblond.]   Fellow-soldlers:  T  trust  this  review  has  been 

the   territory  a   secret  military  origan ization,  both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  all.    We  met  as  friends ;  li-t 

whinh    hoH    hAAn   fnrniArl   fnr  nnlUinfLl  nhipota  us  part  as  brothers,  remembering  that  we  seek  no  vrrong  to 

wmcn   naa    been  tormca  lor  political  OUjectS  ^^n^imdourboudof  union  in  battling  for  the  right  must 

prior  to  the  alleged  mvasion,  at  the  election  on  tend  to  make  ua  bettor  men,  bettor  neighbors,  and  better 

the  30th  of  March,  and  which  held  its  first  <^««?tiJ^*  ****!f'Ly£?J^^"'?«i°^,f^tnf"^ii 

J                             xi.T                       r^vo  »nd  invite  you  all  to  be  present  at  our  next  review,  to  be 

"grand  encampment  at  Lawrence,  Feb.  8,  hoidenat-— ,on — next. at — o'clock, k m.  Sentinels, 

1H55."  Your  committee  have  been  put  in  pos-  you  wUl  open  the  doors,  that  our  aoldiera  may  retire  plear 

eeesion  of  a  small  printed  pamphlet,  contain-  "^^^  ^ *» *^" 

ing  the  "  constitution  and  ritual  of  the  grand  Your  committee  have  deemed  it  important 

encampment  and  regiment ;  of  the  Kansas  to  give  this  outline  of  the  "  constitution  and 

legion  of  Kansas  territory,  adopted  April  4,  ritiud  of  the  grand  encampment  and  ref^ments 

1855,"  which,  during  the  recent  disturbances  of  the  Kansas  legion,"^  as  constituting  the 

in  that  territory,  was  taken  on  the  person  of  secret  organization,  political  and  militarjr,  in 

one  George  Warren^  who  attempted  to  conceal  obedience  to  which  tne  public  demonstratioiui 
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have  been  made  to  subvert  the  authority  of 
the  territorial  government  established  by  Con- 
gress, by  setting  up  a  state  government,  either 
with  or  without  the  assent  of  Congress,  as 
oiroumstanoes  should  determine.  The  mdorse- 
ment  of  this  military  organization,  and  the 
recommendation  by  the  mg  Springs  conven- 
tion for  *'  the  procurement  and  preparation  of 
arms,"  accompanied  with  the  distinct  declara- 
tion til  at  we  "will  resist  them  [the  laws 
enacted  by  the  Kansas  legislature]  to  a  bloody 
issue,  %s  soon  as  we  ascertain  that  peaceable 
remedies  shall  fail,  and  forcible  resistance 
shall  furnish  any  reasonable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess," would  seem  to  admit  of  no  other  inter- 
pretation than  that,  in  the  event  that  the 
courts  of  justice  shall  sustain  the  validity  of 
those  laws,  and  Confess  shall  refuse  to  admit 
Kansas  as  a  state  with  the  constitution  to  be 
formed  at  Topeka,  they  will  sot  up  an  inde- 
pendent government  in  defiance  of  the  federal 
authority. 

The  same  purpose  is  clearly  indicated  by 
the  other  proceedings  of  this  convention,  in 
which  it  18  declared  that  "we  with  scorn 
repudiate  the  election  law,  so  called,"  and 
thev  nominate  Qovemor  Reeder  for  Congress, 
to  be  voted  for  on  a  different  day  from  that 
authorized  by  law,  at  an  election  to  be  held 
by  judges  and  clerks  not  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  legal  authority,  and  not  to  be 
sworn  by  any  person  authorized  by  law  to  ad- 
minister oaths ;  and  the  returns  to  lie  made,  and 
result  proclaimed,  and  certificate  granted,  in  a 
mode  and  by  persons  not  permitted  to  perform 
these  acts  by  any  law,  in  or  out  of  the  territory. 

In  accepting  the  nomination,  Governor 
Ileeder  addressed  the  convention  as  follows ; 
and  among  other  things,  said : 

"  lie  urgwl  Ibe  Free-State  men  of  KaniM  to  Ibrfcet  all 
minor  iMoes,  and  punue  determinedly  the  one  great  oljertf 
never  nworriog,  but  steaillly  preesing  on,  as  did  the  wiaa 
men  who  followed  the  fitar  to  the  manger,  looking  bacic  only 
lor  frwh  encouragement.  lie  connacUed  that  peaceful  reslBt- 
aoee  be  made  to  the  tyrannical  and  unjust  laws  of  the  spu- 
rious legislature;  that  appeals  to  the  courts,  to  the  tMillot* 
box.  and  toCongrosn,  be  made  for  relief  firom  this  oppressive 
load ;  that  violence  shonld  be  deprecated  as  long  as  a  single 
hope  of  peaceable  redreM  remained ;  but  if,  at  last,  all  these 
should  fail — if,  in  the  proper  tribunals,  there  is  no  bope  for 
our  deareat  rights,  outraged  and  pro&ned — if  we  are  still 
to  suller,  that  corrupt  men  may  reap  harvests  watered  by 
our  tears — then  there  is  one  more  chance  for  Justit^e.  God 
lias  provided,  in  the  eternal  f^ame  of  tilings,  redrera  for 
•very  wrong;  and  there  remains  to  us  still  the  steady  eye 
and  the  stnmg  arm,  and  we  must  conquer,  or  mingle  the 
bodks  of  the  oppresxors  with  thoae  of  the  oppressed  upon 
the  soil  which  the  Declaration  of  Independence  no  longer 
protects.  But  he  was  not  at  all  apprehensive  that  such  a 
crisis  would  ever  arrive.  Ho  believed  that  Justice  might  be 
found  far  short  of  so  dreadful  an  extremity;  and,  even 
should  on  appeal  to  arms  come,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  if 
we  are  well  prepared,  that  moment  the  victory  is  won." 

In  purBuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
mass  mooting  held  at  Lawrence  on  the  14th 
of  August,  and  endorsed  by  the  convention 
hold  nt  the  Big  Springs  on  the  5th  and  6th  of 
Septeni])or,  a  convention  was  held  at  Topeka 
on  the  10th  and  20th  of  September,  at  which 
it  was  determined  to  hold  another  convention 
at  the  8amo  place  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
October,  fur  the  purpose  of  forming  a  consti- 
tution and  state  government ;  and  to  this  end 
iuch  proceedings  were  had  as  were  deemed  I 


necessary  for  giving  the  ncttioes  eoBdnotimis 
the  election  of  delegates,  making  the  returns , 
and  assembling  the  convention.    With  re|^ 
to  the  regulari^  of  these  proceedingB,  youi 
committee  see  no  necessity  for  further  criticisn^ 
other  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  i*^ 
was  the  movement  of  a  political  p<urty  instead 
of  the  whole  body  of  tne  people  of  Kazksaf»» 
conducted  without  the  sanction  of  law,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  constituted  authorities,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  temtori&l 
government  established  by  Congress. 

The  constitutional  convention  met  at  Topeka 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  October,  and  orga- 
nized by  electinjg  Colonel  J.  H.  Luie  preaidient, 
who,  in  retummg  his  acknowledgments  lor 
the  honor,  repudiated  the  validity  of  the  tarri-  ' 
torial  legislature  and  its  acts  in  these  words: 


''Gentlemen  of  the  oonventlon :  For  Um  podtkm 
me.  accept  my  thanka.  You  have  met,  gentlMiMB,  oa  as 
ordinary  occasion,  to  accomplish  no  ofdinaty  p«rpcM«b  Tw 
are  the  first  legal  rcprewntaUvw  the  real  aetdenoCKftMU 
have  ever  had.  You  oompriae  the  first  legally  dtolwl  np 
resentative  body  ever  assembled  in  the  terrttory,**  Anl 

Mr.  Emery  add :  ""Now,  Mr.  Cbakman,  whM  4ow  Oil 
resolution  contempUte?  What  Is  propoMNl  to  badoaa?  Il 
first  proposes  to  supersede  the  present  weak  amd  InaSilint 
territorial  government,  and  hence  It  enuadatet  Um  flinii 
mental  idea  of  the  constitutional  movement.  A7,  it  don 
more.  It  proposes  to  prove  Into  a  Ikct  the  leadtng  Idea  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  M|^e«t  hnmui  avtk»> 
rity  in  American  politi<»,  which  la  this:  wbeoaver  aa/  Ibm 
of  government  becomes  destructive  of  the  enda  for  mokh  tt 
was  Institnted,  It  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  aboHik 
it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government  It  pmnaaM  tDiM«s 
theories  of  human  rights  into  farts,  to  practicallj  apply  tUl 
great  principle  to  the  wants  and  the  ncc«ssitleaof  toe  dowa- 
trodden  people  of  Kansas.  I  do  not  qoastloB  thli  rii^  af 
the  people,  and  certainly  no  gentleman  on  thia  floor  frill 
disagree  with  me.  If  he  does,  be  occupies  a  Boat  aztiaotdi- 
nary  position,  and  consistency  would  suggest  that  ba  wltt^ 
draw  from  this  body.  No,  when  we  aaj  that  wa  will  take 
measures  to  supersede  and  render  unneoesHuy  thai  thing 
now  extended  over  us  called  a  territorial  government— whea 
we  say  and  maintain  that  we  have  a  right,  gnaraatied  l>y 
the  Constitution,  to  have  a  form  of  govemmentreatingon  our 
own  consent  and  free  will,  we  are  doing  what,  as  Amerieaa 
citizens,  we  have  a  right  to  do;  we  only  propose  to  eany 
out  the  doctrine,  much  abused  and  grossly  miireprseented 
aH  it  has  been — I  roKan  the  doctrine  of  squatter  soTerelgntj. 
under  which  we  are  assembled  here  to<lay,  and  in  pimmaiiee 
of  the  principles  of  which  we  hope  to  extricate  oanelTei 
from  our  preeent  unhappy  condition.** 

In  repl^  to  the  advocates  of  immediate  state 
organization,  Mr.  Delahay,  of  Leavenworth, 
said: 

''Under  the  defined  rights  of  squatter  ■overelgntf,  «• 
enunciated  by  the  Kansa»Nebraska  act,  it  seems  rsasoiiabie 
that  the  people  have  the  right  to  take  upon  themselvee  the 
burdens  of  a  government ;  but  I  question  the  right  of  the 
people  of  Kansas  to  organtie  a  new  government  created  by 
Congress.  The  gentkman  from  Lawrence  [Colonid  Laae] 
has  assumed  as  a  fundamental  position,  in  advocaUng  ao 
immediate  state  organization,  that  neither  government  nor 
local  law  exists  in  this  territory.  8ir,  I  must  diaseni  ttom 
ttiat  position.  I  d<>ny.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  territorial 
government  can  be  legally  al>oliNhed  by  the  election  of 
another  government.  I  hold,  on  the  contrary,  and  I  thiak 
that  my  position  would  be  supported  bv  our  highest  Irfil 
authorities,  that  the  power  of  a  territorial  govemouHit 
ceases  only  by  the  cnartment  of  the  body  which  created  it; 
in  other  words,  that  the  government  and  laws  of  Kanma 
can  be  aliolished  by  Congress  alone,  and  are  beyond  tbe 
rearh  of  this  territory,  or  any  other  i>ower.  I  do  not  pT» 
tend  to  deny  that,  as  all  civil  power  is  derived  fkom  tiM 
p^ple,  they  have  the  moral  right  to  abolish  unjust  lawa,  or 
to  overthrow  obnoxious  governments  by  fbrce:  but  I  do 
question  the  expedlonrv  of  effiTting  a  refhrm  in  Kansas  by 
any  overt  act  of  rehvllion.  For  I  must  confess.  Mr.Chak^ 
man,  while  1  cast  not  the  shadow  of  saopiriouon  the  motlvM 
of  tlie  advocates  of  this  meaimre.  that  from  tlie  point  cf 
view  from  which  J  regard  ihLx  questi<»n,  It  appears  to  asa  to 
be  an  art  of  rebelliuu." 

Your  committee  have  made  these  volumiaoiM 
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Mrikets  from  the  best  Mthenticated  reports 
whidi  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  or  the 
proceedings  of  the  oonvention,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  it  was  distinctly  unacrstood 
on  all  sides  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
for  organizing  the  state  government  before  the 
assent  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of  the 
state  should  1^  obtained,  was  a  decision  in 
favor  of  repudiating  the  laws  and  overthrow- 
ing the  territorial  government,  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  of  Congress.  By  this  decision, 
as  incorporated  into  the  schedule  to  the  consti- 
tution, the  vote  on  the  ratification  to  the 
constitution  was  to  be  held  on  the  15  th  of 
December,  1855,  and  the  election  for  all  state 
officers  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1856. 
The  third  section  of  the  schedule  is  as  u)llow8 : 

"Th*  General  Aieembly  Bhell  meet  on  the  4th  day  of 
A.B.  186S,  at  the  dty  of  Topeka,  at  12  m.,  at  which 


tin*  and  plaeA  the  gOTemor,  lleoteoant-ffOTemor,  secretary 
•ff  itala.  jmdges  of  the  supreme  eourt,  treasurer,  auditor. 
■lata  printer,  reporter  and  clerk  of  supreme  court,  and 
auons^yiteneral.  shall  appear,  take  the  oath  of  office,  and 
•Bter  apon  the  dit«harge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
«Ao8a  nndar  this  constitution ;  and  shall  continue  In  office 
In  tha  same  manner,  and  during  the  same  period,  they 
wofQld  have  done  had  they  been  elected  on  the  first  Monday 
«£  August,  A.  D.  1856." 

The  elections  for  all  these  officers  were  held 
ftt  the  times  specified ;  and  on  the  fourth  day 
of  the  present  month  the  new  government 
was  to  have  been  put  in  operation,  in  conflict 
with  the  territorial  government  established 
by  Confess,  and  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
•abverting  and  overthrowing  the  same,  with- 
out reference  to  the  action  of  Congress  upon 
their  application  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

Your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  case 
in  the  hbtory  of  our  own  country  which  can 
be  fairly  cited  as  an  example,  much  less  a 
Justification,  for  these  extraordinary  proceed- 
ings. Cases  have  occurred  in  which  the 
inhabitants  of  particular  territories  have  been 
permitted  to  form  constitutions,  and  take  the 
initiatory  steps  for  the  organization  of  state 
^vemmentH,  preparatory  to  their  admission 
into  the  Union,  without  obtaining  the  previous 
assent  of  Congress;  but  in  every  instance, 
the  proceeding  has  originated  with,  and  been 
oonuucted  in  subordination  to,  the  authority 
of  the  local  governments  established  or  recog- 
nised by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Michigan,  Arluinsas,  Florida,  and  California, 
are  sometimes  cited  as  cases  in  point.  Michi- 
gan was  erected  into  a  territory  in  pursuance 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  as 
recognised  and  carried  into  effect  by  acts  of 
Congress  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  In  that  ordinance,  it 
was  provided  that  the  territory  northwest  of 
the  Ohio  river  should  be  divided  into  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  five  states ;  **  and 
whenever  any  of  said  states  shall  have  sixty 
thousand  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  state 
shall  be  admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  states  in  all  respects 
whatever,  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  per- 
manent constitution  and  state  eoyemment." 

In  pursuance  of  this  provision  of  their  or- 


eajDie  law,  the  legiskfcore  of  the  terdtorj  of 
Michigan  passed  an  act  providing  for  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  which  was  accordingly 
done  in  obedience  to  the  laws  and  constituted 
authorities  of  the  territory'.  The  legislature 
of  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  having  ascer- 
tained by  a  census  that  the  territory  contained 
about  51,800  inhabitants,  at  a  time  when  the 
ratio  of  representation  in  Congress  awarded 
one  representative  to  each  47,700  inhabitants, 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  people  to  form  a 
constitution  and  ask  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  as  they  supposed  they  had  a  right  to 
do  under  the  treaty  acquiring  the  territory 
from  France,  which  guarantied  their  admis- 
sion as  soon  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Upon  this  point  your 
committee  adopt  the  leeal  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States  (B.  F. 
Butler),  as  expressed  in  the  following  ex- 
tract : — 

"But  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  all  proceedings  on 
this  sutjject,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Arkansas,  will 
be  illegal.  Ttiey  undoubtedly  possess  the  ordinary  priTl^ 
Icgen  and  imm unities  of  citisens  of  the  United  States. 
AmonK  thew  is  the  right  to  awH^mble  and  to  peUtioo  the 
gOTemment  for  (be  redress  of  grievances;  in  the  exerdse 
of  this  ri);ht,  the  inhabitants  of  Arkanras  may  peaceably 
meet  together  in  primary  awemblios.  or  In  conTentioDS 
chosen  1^  surh  sMiembliHs,  fur  the  purpose  of  petitioQiBg 
Congress  to  abrogate  the  territorial  gOTemment,  and  to 
admit  them  into  the  Union  as  an  independent  state.  The 
particular  form  which  thny  may  give  to  their  petition  ean- 
not  be  material,  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  to  the 
mere  right  of  petitioning,  and  conduct  all  their  proceedings 
in  a  peaceable  manner.  And  as  the  power  of  Congress  orer 
the  whole  subject  is  plenary  and  unlimited,  they  may 
accept  any  constitution,  however  framed,  which  in  their 
judgment  meets  the  sense  of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  It. 
If,  th«refi>re,  the  ettisens  of  Arkansas  think  proper  to  aeeom- 
pany  their  petition  with  a  written  constitution,  framed  and 
agreed  on  by  their  primary  aKsemblies,  or  by  a  convention 
of  delegates  chosen  by  such  assemblies,  I  perceive  no  legal 
objectiun  to  their  power  to  do  so,  nor  to  any  measnras  which 
may  be  taken  to  collect  the  sense  of  the  people  in  respect  to 
it ;  provided,  always,  that  such  measures  be  commenrad  and 
prosecuted  in  a  peaceable  manner,  in  strict  subordination 
to  the  existing  Urritorial  gi)vemment  and  in  entire  subser> 
viency  to  the  power  of  Congrejv  to  adopt,  r^ect,  or  dlsre- 
ganl  them  at  thnir  plt*ssure.  ' 

**It  is,  however,  very  obvious,  that  all  measures  oom- 
menced  and  pruKcuted  with  a  desit^i  to  subvert  the  terri- 
torial government,  and  to  e.-'tiblisb  and  put  in  force  In  Its 
place  a  new  government,  without  the  consent  of  Congrew, 
will  be  unlawful.  The  laws  extabliKhing  the  teiritorial  go- 
vernment must  continue  in  forrp  until  abrogated  by  Con- 
grew; and,  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  the  dutr  of  tJie  go- 
vernor, and  of  all  the  territorial  officers,  as  well  as  of  the 
Presklent,  to  take  care  that  they  are  faithfully  executed.** 

On  the  11th  day  of  January,  1839,  a  commit- 
tee of  the  constitutional  convention  of  Florida 
addressed  a  memorial  to  Congress,  in  which 
they  state  that  in  1^37  the  territorial  council 
passed  a  law  submitting  to  the  people  the 
question  of  "  state"  or  "  territory,"  to  be  de- 
cided at  the  election  of  delegate  to  Congress 
in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year ;  that  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  suffrages  given  at  that 
election  was  in  favor  of  "state;"  that  the 
legislative  council  of  1838,  in  obedience  to  the 
expressed  wishes  of  the  people,  enacted  a  law 
authorizing  the  holding  ot  a  convention  to 
form  and  adopt  a  state  constitution :  that  the 
convention  assembled  on  the  3d  of  December, 
1838,  and  continued  in  session  until  the  11th 
of  January,  1839 ;  and  that,  on  behalf  of  the 
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people  of  Florid*,  Uie;  traonnH  the  "comti- 
tnUon,  or  lonn  of  CDTemment,"  and  uk  for 
admission  into  the  Union.  It  is  also  atat«d  in 
the  memorial  that  in  1838  a  censns  of  the  ter- 
ritory was  taken,  in  obedience  to  a  law  passed 
2 r  the  territorial  council,  and  that  this  oeosiui, 
Chough  taken  during  the  ravages  of  Indian 
boitilities,  when  a  largo  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants could  not  be  fonnd  at  home,  showed  aii 
aggregate  i>ai)alation  of  48,223  persons,  nhlch 
ttie  memorialists  insisted  furnished  satisfac- 
tOTT  assurance  of  a  sufficient  population  Ui 
entitle  them  to  admission,  according  to  the 
treaty  acquiring  the  country  from  Spain,  and 
Uiethen  ratio  of  representation,  which  awarded 
%  member  of  Congress  to  each  47,700  iahabi- 
tkuta.  Congress  failing  to  jield  its  absent  to 
the  admission  of  Florida  lur  more  than  six 
yean  after  tiiis  constitution^ras  formed  and 
applicaUon  made,  the  people  of  Florida  during 
aJ],  that  period  remuned  loyal  to  the  territorial 
government  and  obedient  to  its  laws,  and  did 
Dot  assume  the  right  to  supersede  tlicuistiug 
gOTemmant  by  putting  into  operation  a  ■'"'-  ' 
gorernment  until  the  assent  of  Congress 
obtauied  iu  ltJ45. 

The  circuraslaiieea  connected  with  the  for- 
mation of  tlio  constitution  and  ftate  go' 
ment  of  Califurniii  are  peculiar.  Dunoe  the 
Mexican  war  tlie  uouutry  was  can<[uere<r  and 
oooupied  bj  our  troops,  and  the  civil  goTcra- 
ment  was  administered  by  the  military  autho- 
rities uuder'the  war  power.  According  to  an 
oflkial  communication  of  General  Pcreifor  F. 
Smith,  acting  fjoveroor  of  California,  to  a 
CMumitttee  of  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  under 
date  of  March  27,  1849,  withholding  bis  "  re- 
cognitioD  and  concurrence"  in  their  proposi- 
tion "  to  organize  a  Legislative  Assembly,  and 
to  appoint  judges  and  other  ministerial  offi- 
cers, and  to  enact  suitable  laws  to  establish 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,  and  to  give 
protection  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,"  it 
tippearathattho  President  of  the  United  States 
[Mr.  Polk)  and  his  cabinet  officially  promul- 
nted  the  following  opinions  as  the  decisiuu  of 
the  executive  on  the  ]iuints  stated : — 

1.  That  at  the  conclusion  of  tho  treaty  with 
Mexico,  on  the  30th  of  May.  1K48.  the  mili- 
tary governniciit  existing  in  Calilliniiu  was  a 
government  de  facto. 

2,  That  it,  uf  necewity,  continue  until  Con- 
grMs  provide  another ;  because,  if  it  cease, 
uiuchvmust  ensue:  thus  inferring  that  no 
power  out  Congress  con  e'stablish  any  govcm- 


It  aim  appears,  from  the  proclamation  of 
Qeneral  Riioy,  acting  guvemor,  to  the  people 
of  California,  dated  June  H,  1849,  that  a  co- 
t  de  facto  was  constituted  as  lol- 


On  the  3d  of  April,  1849,  President  Taylor 
appointed  Thnmas  Butlei  King  of^nt,  for* the 
purpose  of  conveying  importaint  instructions 
to  our  military  and  naval  commanden  who 
were  intrusted  with  tho  administration  of  the 
civil  government  de  facto  in  California,  Mtd 
to  make  known  to  the  people  hisopiniona  aod 
wishes  in  respect  to  tbe  formation  of  a  cousti- 
tutiun  and  state  government  preparatory  to 
their  admisi>ii>n  into  the  Onion.  What  toese 
opinions  and  wishcf  were,  are  distincfly  stated 
bv  the  Prcxideut  in  the  following  extract  from 
his  special  message  to  Congress  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1850: — 


On  the  30th  of  June,  1850,  General  Riley,  in 
his  capacity  as  civil  giivomnr  of  California,  r^ 
ports  to  the  goverumctit  at  Washington  that^ 

"On  tbe  3d  Inatsnt  I  baucd  mj  pmlmmatkn  to  till 
l»opl»  otCsllliiri. ....... 


itanlllrd,  Kwethcr 
mid  III  riM  |W>1<le.  la  <•«■■  • 
tt  ttar  vl-bH  of  Itat  propiD  of  CiUfbnila  insT  W  rlnrlr 

tr,  no  ]«g>]  Ibi^  Ull  ■pprD[«]  bj  fongr*^" 

On  the  12th  day  of  Octcibcr,  General  Riloy, 
t>cting  governor,  issued  the  following  proclm- 

"  nai  Ftoiir  tf  OlIi/iTnia. 
"Tbe  dfll«Kiit«i  fit  the  pcopl*,  BHiiiDhJiHj  In  mivebtSoii, 
?n,p  f^TiEwl  ■  conHUlulkin  whioh  la  miw  tin«into<J  tir  rovr 
nlinuUuii.    Tha  Uin*  nnit  ninnnrr  lit  Tulliir  on  Ihll  aDO- 
lUtnUmi,  ud  vt  boUlBg  Ibi  flnt  tntnl  iltetlu.  tt> 
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t  tath  in  t»»  KlMdole.   The  whole  raltfeel  ie 
Wfc  tu  jour  imbiMMd  and  delibemte  eonaidem* 

refcct  (or  penon  ezerdBliig  the  fkineCioni  ot  that 
«eh  di«tiic(  will  dwignafce  the  pUoei  Ibr  opening 
and  give  due  notice  of  the  election.  In  eooordanoe 
provUona  of  the  oonititution  and  echedule. 
eople  are  now  called  upon  to  form  a  goTemment 
•iTee,  and  to  designate  such  oflloere  as  they  desire 
tnd  execute  the  lawg.  That  their  choice  maj  be 
ide,  and  that  the  goTemment  eo  organised  may 
I  permanent  wellaro  and  happineee  of  the  people 
nr  etate,  ie  the  einoere  and  earnoet  wl«h  of  the 
KecntiTe,  who,  if  the  oonstitotion  be  ratified,  will 
laure  surrender  hie  powers  to  whomaoever  the 
qf  derignate  as  hie  euccoioor. 
at  Monterey,  California,  thie  twelfth  day  of  Octo- 
B  year  of  our  Lend  eighteen  hundred  end  forty-nine. 

<*  a  RiUT, 
vet  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  and  Qoremor  of  GalUbmla. 
kl :  "  n.  W.  Halleck, 

"  Brevet  Oaptain  and  Secretary  of  Stete." 

6  facts  and  official  papers  prove  cod- 
iy  that  the  proposition  to  the  people  of 
lia  to  hold  a  convention  and  organize  a 
>TeAment  originated  with,  and  that  all 
ceedings  were  had  in  subordination  to, 
iiority  and  supremacy  of  the  existing 
OT^mment  of  the  territory,  under  the 
uid  with  the  approval  of  the  execulive 
aent  of  the  United  States.  Hence  the 
>f  the  people  of  California  in  forming 
institution  and  state  government,  and 
gress  in  admitting  the  state  into  tlie 
cannot  be  cited,  with  the  least  show  of 
or  fairness,  in  justification  or  palliation 
•evolutionary  movements  to  subvert  the 
nent  which  Congress  has  established  in 
I. 

can  the  insurgents  derive  ai<l  or  comfort 
le  position  assumed  by  either  party  to 
brtunate  controversy  which  arose  in  the 
f  Rhode  Island  a  few  years  ago,  when 
rt  was  made  to  change  the  organic  law, 
i  up  a  state  government  in  opjiosititm  to 
B  tnen  in  existence,  under  the  charter 
1  by  Charles  the  Second  of  England, 
who  were  engaged  in  that  unsuccessful 
e  assumed,  as  fundamental  truths  in 
Item  of  government,  that  Rhode  Island 
•overeign  state  in  all  that  pertained  to 
»r^al  affairs;  that  the  right  to  change 
rganic  law  was  an  essential  attribute 
treignty ;  that,  inasmuch  as  the  char- 
ier which  the  existing  government  was 
sed  contained  no  provision  for  changing 
nding  the  same,  and  the  people  had  not 
»d  that  right  to  the  legislature  or  any 
tribunal,  it  followed,  as  a  matter  of 
that  they  had  retained  it,  and  were  at 
to  exercise  it  in  such  manner  as  to  them 
seem  wise,  just,  and  proper. 
lOut  deeming  it  necessary  to  express  any 
I  on  this  occasion  in  reference  to  the 
of  that  controversy,  it  is  evident  that 
Boiples  upon  which  it  was  conducted  are 
rolvod  in  the  revolutionary  strug;;le  now 
9D.  in  Kansas ;  for  the  reason,  that  the 
ffnty  of  a  territory  remains  in  abeyance, 
ded  in  the  United  States,  in  trust  lor  the 
,  until  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
as  a  state.  In  the  mean  time  they  arc 
i  to  enjoy  and  exercise  all  the  privileges 
l^tiof  eeu-govemmenty  in  subordination 


to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  Statee,  and  in 
obedience  to  their  organic  law  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  pursuance  of  that  instrument.  These 
rights  and  privileges  are  all  derived  from  the 
constitution  through  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
must  be  exercised  and  enjoyed  in  subiection  to 
all  the  limitations  and  restrictions  which  that 
constitution  imposes.  Hence,  it  is  clear  that 
the  people  of  tne  territory  have  no  inherent 
sovereign  right  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  annul  the  laws  and  resist  the 
authority  of  the  territorial  government  which 
Congress  has  established  in  obedience  to  the 
Constitution. 

It  now  only  remains  for  your  committee  to 
respond  to  the  two  specific  recommendations  of 
the  President  in  his  special  message.  They 
are  as  follows : — 

**  This,  it  seems  to^e,  can  be  beet  acoonplb>hed  ht  pro> 
Tiding  that,  when  the  Inhabitants  of  Kaneae  may  desire  it, 
and  shall  be  of  soffleient  numbers  to  conittitute  a  state,  a 
convention  of  delegate*,  duly  elected  by  the  quelified  voters, 
shall  aseemble  to  frame  a  oonstitntkin,  and  thus  prepare, 
through  regnlsr  and  lawful  means,  for  its  admlit^ion  into 
the  UnioiQBS  a  state.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  to  that  effect. 

**  I  recommend,  also,  that  a  spedel  appropriation  be^ade 
to  defray  any  expense  which  may  become  requisite  m  the 
execution  of  the  laws  or  the  maintenance  of  public  order  kk 
the  territory  of  Kansas." 

In  complftnce  with  the  first  recommendar 
tion,  your  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill 
authorizing  the  legislature  of  the  territory  to 
provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  delegates  by 
the  people,  and  the  assembling  of  a  convention  to 
form  a  constitution  and  state  govefnment,  pre- 
paratory to  their  admission  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  as 
soon  as  it  shall  appear,  by  a  census  to  be  taken 
under  the  direction  of  tlie  governor,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  legislature,  that  the  territory  con- 
tains ninety-three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty  inhabitants — ^that  bein^  the  number  re- 
quired by  the  present  ratio  ot  representation 
for  a  member  of  Congress. 

In  compliance  with  the  other  recommenda- 
tion, your  committee  propose  to  offer  to  the  ap- 
propriation bill  an  amendment  appropriating 
such  sum  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  by  the 
estiiliates  to  be  obtained,  for  the  purpose  indi^ 
cated  in  the  recommendation  of  the  President. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
Senate  by  your  committee. 

Minority  Report  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Territories,  made  March  12, 1856,  by  Judge 
CoLLAMER,  of  Vcrmout. 

Views  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  annual  message  of  the  President  as 
relates  to  territorial  affairs,  the  message  of 
the  President  of  24th  January  in  relation 
to  Kansas  territory,  and  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  i8th  February,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th 
February,  relative  to  the  affairs  in  K^saa. 

Thirteen  of  the  present  prosperous  states 
of  thb  Union  passed  through  the  period  of 
apprenticeship  or  pupila^  of  territorial  train* 
ing,  under  the  guaraianSiip  of  Congreas,  pr» 
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Thit  period  of  thair  pninliga  wai,  in  ersi; 
aue,»pariod  of  tbe  good  officM  of  parent  and 
flhiU,  in  the  kind  rdAtaouiiup  auatained  be- 
twaen  the  national  and  the  territorial 
man^  and  maj  be  remembered  with 
rf-grktitade  taiL  pride.  We  have  fallen  on 
diSerent  timea.  A  territory  of  our  govern- 
ment ia  now  convnUed  with  riolence  and  die- 
'eord,  and  the  whole  family  of  our  nation  ii 
a  atate  of  exdtament  and  anxiety.  The 
tioaal  executive  power  i«  pnt  in  motion,  the 
Uin^  in  requiaition,  and  Congreea  ia  invoked 
fbr  mtcrferenoe. 

In  this  oaae,  m  in  ell  otters  of  difficnltj,  it 
beoomea  neceesarj  to  inquire  what  it  tlie  trne 
MUM  of  existine  trouble,  in  order  to  a{)plj 
effsetnal  cure.  It  is  but  temporaiy  paUiativea 
Jo  deal  with  the  external  and  more  obrions 
manitealationB  and  developmoits,  while  die 
mJ,  proonring  oanea  liea  ni  " 
tUMorreeted,  and  nnremoved. 


iting,  may 

bT  the  Freaident,  t^ 

f  the  army;  and  (0,  too,  maj  inva- 


probablj  be  auppreiaed  bv  the  Freaid 


■iona  by  armed  bodiea  from  Hiaaonri,  if  the 
exeoutive  be  sincere  in  ila  eSbrta;  but  when 
thia  ia  done,  while  the  oaoM  of  trouble  remuna, 
the  reaulta  will  oontinoe  witb  renewed  and 
iuoreaeed  developmeDta  of  danger. 

Let  UB,  than,  look  fairly  and  nndiignisedlj 
ftt  tfaie  sutyect,  in  its  true  character  and  hia- 
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)  peacefully  and  succeesfuUy  carried 
through,  and  been  developed  into  Uie  man- 
hood of  Independent  states  t  Can  that  differ- 
ence account  for  existing  troublesf  Can  that 
difference,  as  a  coage  of  trouble,  be  removed  F 
The  first  aod  great  point  of  differenoe  be- 
tween the  territorial  government  of  Kai 
and  that  of  the  thirteen  territorial  govi 
Bienta  before  menUoned,  consists  in  the  t 


The  action  of  Canffreaa  in  relation  to  all 
those  thirteen  territories  was  conducted  on  a 
uiuform  and  prudent  principle,  to  wit:  To 
settle,  by  a  dear  provision,  the  law  in  relation 
to  the  suliject  of  slavery  to  be  operative  in  the 
territory,  while  it  remained  sncn ;  not  leaving 
it  in  any  one  of  those  cases  to  be  a  subject  of 
oontroversy  within  the  same,  while  m  the 

6lastio  gristle  of  its  youth.  This  was  done  by 
ongrass  in  the  exernse  of  the  same  power 
irtiioh  moulded  the  form  of  their  organic  laws, 
and  appointed  their  executive  and  judiciary, 
and  sometimea  their  legislative  officers.  It 
was  the  power  provided  in  the  Constitution,  in 
these  words :  "  Congreea  shall  have  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needfiil  mles  and 
xegulalioBS  respecting  the  territorr  or  other 
piopei^  behmjang  to  the  United  States." 
Battling  ttie  anhfect  of  Blarery  while  the 
•MMtiy  remuned  a  territoiy,  was  no  higher 
•arnw  of  powar  in  Caigt«e«  thw  tiw  regii- 


UtloB  of  tibe  ftnetloDs  of  the  territoriat  gov 
enunent,  and  aetaiilly  np|H>inting  its  priiici|«J 
fnnotionariee.  ThiHpruttit.'eciJuijne&cnd  vnih 
this  national  govemnient.  uid  wai  cuntinurd, 
with  aninternipl»d  unirunnity,  for  uiuro  llian 
aix^  years.  This  practical  ountcmponuicsius 
construction  of  the  cunaiilational  puvrer  uf 
this  government  is  iim  cl^'ar  Lu  leave  rouui  for 
donbt,  or  opportuiiJtv  IVir  scepticism.  The 
p«u)e,  prosperity,  tiiil%ui.'c-e!ui,  which  attended 
this  course,  and  tlji'  rcHuha  nhich  have  00- 
sned,  in  the  formation  and  admisHion  of  j^ 
thirteen  statee  theiolrum,  are  uidst  cur  '— ^ 
and  aaliafkotory  endpnoe.  also,  of  the 
and  pmdume  with  whii:li  ihie  power 
ercised.  Deluded  must  be  tliat  pcirple 
m  the  pnrmit  of  |)lai]9ible  ibeories,  bei 
deaf  to  the  leeaons  :Ljjd  blind  to  the  reiEult||^ 
their  own  experience.  ,.,.  \ 

Let  OS  nest  inqairo  by  what  nis  aCl^^ 
fbrmity  Cougreaa  was  governad,  ia,  the  n/^ 
^B«  of  thia  power  of  determining  tiie  Dositfbip 
of  each  terntory  as  to  slavery,  whila  nwnr 
itory,  aa  manifetlod^m  thoaaO^p 
An  examination  of  onr.^pn 
will  show  that  this  wa«  not  draw  frooa  HbMp 
time  bj  agitation  and  local  or  parij  trimni 
m  Co^gnn.  The  rule  pnraned  waa  aoinp 
and  clMr ;  and  whoever  may  have  "tP'^^Z^ 

Where  slavery  was  actually  'existing  i^.^ 
oonntry  to  any  considerable  or  Renanl  «xlM 
it  was  (though  somewhat  modoad  aa  to  Ji^ 
ther  importation  in  eome  inatancaa,  aa  in.Ju^ 
sieaippi  and  Orleans  territories)  anflerad  l> 


its  adaptation  and  local  utility.  WherealKTqR 
did  not  in  fact  exist  to  any  appreciable  extent, 
the  some  was,  b^  Congress,  expressly  pro- 
hibited ;  so  that  in  either  case  tlie  oonnt^ 
settled  up  without  difficulty  or  donbt  as  to  the 
character  of  its  institutions.  In  no  ioatanoe 
was  this  difficult  and  disturbing  subject  Uft 
to  the  people  who  hod  and  who  might  aetda 
in  the  territory;,  to  l>e  there  an  evarlastbic 
bone  of  contention,  so  long  oh  the  territorial 
govemnient  should  continue.  It  was  OTir 
regarded,  too,  as  a  subject  in  which  the  whcdi 
country  had  an  interest,  and,  therefore,  im- 
proper for  local  legislation. 

And  though,  whenever  the  people  of  a  tar- 
ritoiy  come  to  form  their  own  ornnie  law,  aa 
an  independent  state,  they  would,  either  fca- 
fore  or  after  their  admission  as  a  alatt^  film 
and  mould  th^ir  institutions,  aa  a  aoraMigp 
state,  in  their  own  way,  yet  it  must  ba  as- 
peeled,  and  has  always  proved  tme,  that  Um 
state  luB  taken  the  character  her  pupilage  Ikaa 
prepared  her  fbr,  as  well  in  i«spaot  to  alaTOj 

other  respects.    Hence,  six  of  the  tlu^ 

states  are  free  states,  because  ilaTtn 
prohibited  in  them  by  Congreea  lAuSf 
tarritoriea,  to  wit:  Ohio,  Indiana,  UUnoi, 
Hiohimn,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  SeTen  of 
th«  thirteen  are  slavebolding  atatea.  beMMia 
alaraiT  ««•  allewad  in  them  bj  Qonccpia 
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uliile  they  were  territories,  to  wit:  Tennes- 
Me,  Alabama,  MiBsissippi,  Florida,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  a.  d.  1820,  was  passed 
by  Congress  the  act  preparatory  to  the  admis- 
sfon  of  the  state  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
Much  controversy  and  discussion  arose  on  the 
question  whether  a  prohibition  of  slavery 
within  said  state  should  be  inserted,  and  it 
resulted  in  this :  that  said  state  should  be  ad- 
mitted without  such  prohibition,  but  that 
slavery  should  be  for  ever  prohibited  in  the 
rest  or  that  countiy  ceded  to  us  by  France 
lying  north  of  36°  3(r  north  latitude,  and  it  was 
00  done.  This  contract  is  known  as  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.  Under  this  arrangement, 
Missouri  was  admitted  as  a  slaveholding  state, 
the  same  having  been  a  slaveholding  terri- 
tory. Arkansas,  south  of  the  line,  was  formed 
into  a  territory,  and  slavery  allowed  therein, 
and  afterwards  admitted  as  a  slaveholding 
state.  Iowa  was  made  a  territory,  north  of 
the  line,  and,  under  the  operation  of  the  law, 
was  settled  up  without  slaves,  and  admitted 
as  a  free  state.  The  country  now  making  the 
territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  in  1820, 
was  almost  or  entirely  uninhabited,  and  lay 
north  of  said  line,  and  whatever  settlers  en- 
tered the  same  before  1854  did  so  under  that 
law,  for  ever  forbidding  slavery  therein. 

In  1854,  Congress  passed  an  act  establish- 
ing two  new  territories — Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas— in  this  region  of  country,  where  slavery 
had  been  prohibited  for  more  than  thirty 
years;  and,  instead  of  leaving  said  laws 
against  slavery  in  operation,  or  prohibiting 
or  expressly  allowing  or  establishing  slavery. 
Congress  left  the  subject  in  said  territories  to 
be  discussed,  agitated,  and  legislated  on,  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  elections  in  said  terri- 
tories to  be  conducted  with  reference  to  that 
subject.,  from  year  to  year,  so  long  as  they 
should  remain  territories ;  for,  whatever  laws 
might  be  passed  by  the  territorial  legislatures 
on  this  subject,  must  be  subject  to  change  or 
repeal  by  those  of  the  succeeding  years.  In 
most  former  territorial  governments,  it  was 
provided  by  law  that  their  laws  were  subject 
to  the  revision  of  Congress,  so  that  they 
would  be  made  with  caution.  In  these  terri- 
tories, that  was  omitted. 

The  provinion  in  relation  to  slavery  in  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas,  is  as  follows :  **  The 
eighth  section  of  the  act  preparatory  to  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  (which 
being  inc(msistcnt  with  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention by  Congress  witk  slavery  in  the 
states  and  territf)ries,  as  required  by  the  legis- 
lation of  1850,  commonly  called  tlie  Compro- 
mise Measures)  is  hereby  declared  inoperative 
and  void ;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  not  to  legislate  slavery  into 
•aid  territory  or  state,  nor  to  exclude  it  there- 
from, but  toleave  the  people  thereof  perfectly 
free  to  ff>rm  and  regulate  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the 
Ckmstitution  of  the  United  States :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  oon- 


stmed  to  reviye  or  put  in  force  any  law  or 
regulation  which  may  have  existed  prior  to 
the  act  of  6th  March,  1820,  either  protect- 
ing, establishing,  prohibiting,  or  abolishing 
slavery." 

Thus  it  was  promulgated  to  the  people  of 
this  whole  country,  that  here  was  a  dear  field 
for  competition — an  open  course  for  the  race 
of  rivalship ;  the  goal  of  which  was,  the  ulti- 
mate establishment  of  a  sovereign  state ;  and 
the  prize,  the  reward  of  everlasting  liberty 
and  Its  institutions  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
perpetuity  of  slavery  and  its  concomitants  on 
the  other.  It  is  the  obvious  duty  of  thb 
government,  while  this  law  continues,  to  see 
this  manifesto  faithfully  and  honorably  and 
honestly  performed,  even  though  its  particular 
supporters  may  see  cause  of  a  result  unfavor- 
able to  their  hopes. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  novel  experiment,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  all  white  men  who  became  inhabit- 
ants in  Kansas  were  entitled  to  vote,  without 
regard  to  their  time  of  residence,  usually 
provided  in  other  territories.  Nor  was  this 
right  of  voting  confined  to  American  citizens, 
but  included  all  such  aliens  as  had  declared, 
or  would  declare,  on  oath,  their  intention  to 
become  citizens.  Thus  was  the  proclamation 
to  the  world  to  become  inhabitants  of  Kansas, 
and  enlist  in  this  great  enterprise,  by  the  force 
of  numbers,  by  vote,  to  decide  for  it  the  great 
question.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  this 
great  proclamation  for  the  political  tourna- 
ment would  be  listened  to  vri th  indifierenoe 
and  apathy  ?  Was  it  prepared  and  presented 
in  that  spirit  ?  Did  it  relate  to  a  subject  on 
which  the  people  were  cool  or  indifierent?  A 
large  part  of  the  people  of  this  country  look 
on  domestic  slavery  as  "  only  evil,  and  that 
continually,''  alike  to  master  and  to  slave,  and 
to  the  community ;  to  be  left  alone  to  the 
management  or  enjoyment  of  the  people  of  the 
states  where  it  exists,  but  not  to  be  extended, 
more  especially  as  it  gives,  or  may  give,  poli- 
tical supremacy  to  a  minority  of  the  people  of 
this  country  in  the  United  States  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  people  of 
another  part  of  the  United  States  regard  sla- 
very, if  not  in  the  abstract  a  blessing,  at  least 
as  now  existing,  a  condition  of  soci^rty  best  for 
both  white  and  black,  while  they  exist  toge- 
ther ;  while  others  regard  it  as  no  evil,  but  as 
the  highest  state  of  social  condition.  These 
consider  that  they  cannot,  with  safety  to  their 
interests,  permit  political  ascendancy  to  be 
largely  in  the  hands  of  those  unfriendly  to  tiiis 
peculiar  institution.  From  these  conflicting 
vievrs,  long  and  violent  has  been  the  contro- 
versy, and  experience  seems  to  show  it  inter- 
minable. 

Many,  and  probably  a  large  majority  of  this 
nation,  lovers  of  quiet,  entertained  the  hope 
that,  after  1850,  the  so-called  compromise 
measures,  even  though  not  satisfactory  to  the 
free  states,  would  be  Itept  by  their  supporters, 
and  made  by  them  what  they  were  professed 
to  be»  a  finality  on  the  sabject  of  the  extent 
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Mid  limitfttiotia  of  Ham  teaitOTj ;  nore  e*p» 
0WII7,  »ft«r  the  BMwanoM  oonteined  in  ib* 
inuipml  addTeM  of  PreaidaDt  Kane.  Ihi* 
hope  waa  fintified  wth  the  oofuidwatioa  that 
at  that  time  CouneM  had,  by  different  provi- 
aiona,  aettled  by  law  the  oooditioi)  of  freedom 
or  ilaTeiT  for  all  the  tenitorf  of  the  United 
Statea.  That*  hopee  have  been  disappoint^ 
aad,  bom  tbia  yeiy  proriuon  for  repose  ha* 


been  extiaoted  a  priueicle  fiir  disturbing  the 
eondition  of  thmn  on  whiah  its  foiuidati«»i  of 
faajitj  Krind—Siat  is,  the  pemuuience  and 
eoDtiuiuuion  of  the  then  ezistinK  oondition  of 
i«g)X  proTisionH.  The  establiuiment 
territtnial  Koremments  for  Utah  and  New 
Mexioo.  witoont  a  prohibition  of  BlaTerj,  was 
(attained  by  many,  oo  the  ground  tnat  no 
snob  pronaion  wna  required  for  its  eicluaion, 
aa  the  oondition  of  the  ooaatry  and  its  laws 
wan  a  sufficient  bamer;  aod  therefore  they 
anatained  them,  beoauae  it  would  oorapleCe  the 
aeriee,  a&d  finiab  the  provisions  as  to  slavery 
in  all  onr  territory,  and  make  an  end  of 
trararn  on  that  sutiject ;  yet,  in  1854,  it 
inriated  by  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the 
laws  of  1S50,  and  it  is  actually  asserted,  in  the 
law  eBt»bli«biog  the  territorial  goTemmeDt  of 
Kaosos,  that  the  taws  for  New  Mexioo  and 
Gtah  being  of  th«  oompromise  measures,  adopt 
and  contain  a  principle  utterly  at  war  with 
thalr  neat  and  professed  ot^oct  of  finality 
and  that,  instead  of  omn^leting  and  endinf 
the  proriaiona  of  Congressional  action  for  thi 
tarntoriea  as  to  slavery,  it  really  declared  a 
prinoiple  which  unsettled  all  those  where  sla- 
very had  been  prohibited,  and  rendered 
proper,  and  only  proper,  to  declare  such  pro- 
hibitionB  all  "inoperative  and  Toid."  The 
spirit  and  feeling  which  thus  perverted  those 
oompromise  laws,  and  made  them  the  direct 
mstnunent  of  renewed  disturbance,  could  nut 
ba  expected  then  to  leave  the  result  to  the 
decision  of  the  people  of  Kansas  with  entire 
inactivity  and  indiffetenoe. 

The  sfaveholding  states  in  1820  secured  the 
admission  of  Hisaouri  as  a  skveholding  state, 
and  all  the  region  south  of  3G°  30',  Co  the 
aanie  purpose,  by  agreeing  and  enacttog  that 
all  n(nth  of  that  line  should  be  for  ever  free ; 
and  by  this  they  obtained  only  a  sufficient 
number  of  votes  from  tbe  free  states,  as 
eounled  with  theica,  to  adopt  it.  In  1850, 
they  agreed  that  if  New  Mexico  and  Ut^h 
were  made  territories,  without  a  prohibition 
of  slavery,  it  would,  with  the  Jaws  already 
made  fur  the  rest  of  our  territory,  settle  for 
ever  the  whole  subject.  This  proposition,  for 
auob  ft  termination,  also  aeoured  votes  from 
the  free  states,  enough,  with  their  own  from 
the  alaveholding  atates,  to  adopt  iL  In  1854, 
In  utter  diaregud  of  these  repeated  oontraotn, 
both  tiiese  arrangements  were  broken,  and 
both  these  oomprnmises  disregarded,  and  all 
their  provisions  for  freedom  declared  inopenir 
tive  and  void,  by  the  vote  of  the  slaveholduig 
■tatea,  with  a  vei^  Few  honorable  exceptions, 

JUid  a  minority  of  the  votee  of  the  free  sbtes. 

ASet  thJM  extnordiauj  and  inexoneabla  pro- 


eeeding,  it  wm  not  to  be  expected  fbal  the 
people  of  the  elavebblding  states  would  take 
no  active  measores  to  vcciire  a  fai-otable  rssuh 
by  votes  in  the  terrilirv  of  KonBHS.  Ncilhcr 
could  it  be  expected  ilmt  the  peftpte  of  the 
firee  statM,  who  regaiUcU  ihc  iici  of  1^4  »*  n 
double  breach  of  uiUi,  wimld  sit  dorn  and 
make  no  effort,  by  legul  mciLns.  to  corrwi  it 
It  has  been  said  ttut  the  n^oal  of  this  pi«- 
vision  of  the  Blissoari  comprumise.  and  hcwh 
of  the  oompromise  (rf  1850.  should  not  b«  r» 
~~~1edasameasnTe«f  tbL'.sliivi!ltolding;<ui«G, 
.use  it  was  presented  hy  n  ECostxr  fmm  a 
free  state. 

The  actions  or  votes  of  one  or  kwwe  ^^^ 
dual  men  cannot  give  character,  ts  or  Wi^ 
garded  ns  fliine  a  measure  on  (heir  atottkjf 
part^.  The  only  true  or  houaat  uat^Vtm- 
terminiog  nhether  anymeaaonUtlMtaf  iaf 
section  or  party  is,  to  asoert'"  — ^--'^-■■•^ 
m^ori^  of  that  section  or  p 
Now,  a  large  majority — in< 
with  a  few  rare  exceptions — of  the 
a  the  slaveholding  stotei 
that  repeal.  On  the  other  hand,  m  ia 
of  the  representatives  from  the  free 
voted  against  it. 

This  Bubjeot  of  alaverj  in  ttn 

-hich  has  violentiv  agitated  0>*---    _., 

many  years,  and  wnich  has  bean  attetftd* 

be   settled   twice  by  comprmnise^  al  mAM 

stated,  does  not  remain  settled.   Tbe  BGatOVl' 

mpromise  and  the  supposed  finally  by  Ifcl 

teof  ISSOoreacBtteredaoddiMdved  bytU 

te  of  the  slaveholding  states ;  and  it  la  Bsl 

to  be  disguised  that  this  uncalled-for  and  #► 

turbing  measure  has  produced  a  spirit  of  )•' 

sentment,  from  a  feolingof  its  itijairtice,  wWsk, 

while  the  cause  continues,  will  be  diSonlt  t* 


TvoMdtem- 


This  subject,  then,  which  Congreaa  has  »^« 
unable  to  settle  in  any  such  way  as  the*** 
states  will  austoin,  is  now  turned  over  to  fcaa 
who  have  or  shall  beoome  inhabitaottttf  !■«• 
eas  to  arrange  ;  and  all  men  are  iavitad  la 
participate  in  the  experuneot,  regardlaMSl' 
their  eliaractor,  politicol  or  religions  Vtaw^  » 
place  of  nativity.  . 

Now,  what  is  the  right  and  the  dutr  rf  nt 
Kiple  of  this  country  in  relation  to  thisM- 
ler?  lait  nottheriehtof  aUwhobdw*ew 
the  blessings  of  slaveholding,  and  rej^itM 
the  best  oondition  of  soeie^,  either  lo  ge  H 
Kansas  aa  inhabitants,  and  by  their  votaaM 
help  settle  this  good  condition  of  thattorrtla^i 
or,  if  they  cannot  so  go  and  settle^  is  il  ■«* 
their  duty,  by  rfl  lawful  meanaiadi^pM|^ 
to  promote  this  object  by  bdncing  fl«b«ia  Bfc» 
minded  to  goT  This  right  beoomea  a  da^l^ 
all  who  fijllow  their  convictions  A***» 
regard  on  establishment  of  slavery  b  UMSI 
as  beat  for  that  territory,  or  as  neeewaiy* 
their  own  safety  by  the  politieal  v">ff*  * 
gives  in  the  national  govemmenl,  showld'M* 
all  lawful  means  to  aecure  Oiat  WwWt  >W 
clearly,  the  inducing  men  to  fft  lh«W**s*} 
come  permanent  inbabltanta  and  lutetiglW 
to  vote  as  often  a*  the  dactkn*  oonviaWV 
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of  tko  establishment  of  slayery,  and  thus  con- 
trol the  elections,  and  presenre  it  a  slave  state 
for  ever,  is  neither  unlawful  nor  censurable. 
It  is  and  would  be  highly  praiseworthj  and 
commendable,  because  it  is  usmg^  lawful  means 
to  carry  forward  honest  convictions  of  public 
good.  All  lawfully  associated  effort  to  that 
end  is  equally  commendable.  Nor  will  the 
application  of  opprobrious  epithets,  and  calling 
it  propagandism,  change  its  moral  or  legal 
character,  from  whatever  quarter  or  source, 
official  or  otherwise,  such  epithets  may  come. 
Neither  should  they  deter  any  man  from  peace- 
ably performing  his  duty  by  following  his 
honest  convictions. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  those  who  have  seen 
and  realized  tlie  blessings  of  universal  liberty, 
and  believe  that  it  can  only  be  secured  and 
promoted  by  tlie  prohibition  of  domestic 
slavery,  and  that  the  elevation  of  honest  in- 
dustry can  never  succeed  whore  servitude 
makes  labor  degrading,  should,  as  in  duty 
bound,  put  fortli  all  reasonable  exertions  to 
advance  this  ^eat  object  by  lawful  means, 
whenever  permitted  by  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try. 

When,  therefore,  Kansas  was  presented,  by 
kw,  as  an  open  field  for  this  experiment,  and 
all  were  invited  to  enter,  it  became  the  right 
and  duty  of  all  such  as  desired,  to  eo  there  as 
inhabitants  for  the  purpose,  by  their  numbers 
and  by  their  votes,  lawiully  cast,  from  time  to 
time,  to  carry  or  control,  in  a  legal  way,  the 
elections  theVe  for  this  object.  This  could 
only  be  lawfully  effected  by  permanent  resi- 
dence, and  continued  ana  repeated  effort, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  permanently  remaining  there  to 
form  and  preserve  a  free  state  constitution. 
All  those  who  entertained  the  same  senti- 
ments, but  were  not  disposed  themselves  to 
gOt  had  the  right  and  duty  to  use  all  lawful 
means  to  encourage  and  promote  the  object. 
If  the  purpose  could  bo  best  effected  by  united 
efforts,  by  voluntary  associations  or  corpora- 
tions, or  by  state  assistance,  as  proposed  in 
tome  southern  states,  it  was  all  eoually  lawful 
and  laudable.  This  was  not  the  officious  inter- 
meddling with  the  internal  affairs  of  another 
nation,  or  state,  or  the  territory  of  another 
pc<>ple.  Tlie  territory  is  the  property  of  the 
nation,  and  is,  professedly,  open  to  the  settle- 
ment and  the  institutions  of  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  If  lawful  means,  so  extensive 
a*4  t*)  be  effectual,  were  used  to  people  it  with 
a  majority  of  inhabitants  opposed  to  slavery, 
U  now  considered  as  a  violaty>n  of,  or  an  op- 
position to,  the  law  establishing  the  territory, 
then  the  declarations  and  provisions  of  that 
law  were  but  a  premeditated  delusion,  which 
not  only  allowed  such  measures,  but  actually 
invited  them,  by  enacting  that  the  largest 
Bnmber  of  the  settlers  should  determine  the 
oondition  of  the  country ;  thus  inviting  efforts 
fbr  numbers.  Such  an  invitation  must  have 
been  expected  to  produce  such  efforts  on  both 
udaa. 

U  mvw  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  what 


has  in  fact  taken  place.  If  violence  has  taken 

Elace,  as  the  natural,  and  perhaps  unavoida- 
le,  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  experi« 
ment,  bringing  into  dangerous  contact  and 
collision  inflammable  elements,  it  was  the  vice 
of  a  mistaken  law,  and  immediate  measures 
should  be  taken  by  Congress  to  correct  such 
law.  If  force  and  violence  have  been  substi- 
tuted for  peaceful  measures  there,  legal  pro- 
visions should  be  made  and  executed  to  correct 
all  the  wrong  such  violence  has  produced,  and 
to  prevent  their  recurrence,  and  thus  secure  a 
fair  fulfilment  of  the  experiment  by  peaceful 
means,  as  originally  proiessed  and  presented 
in  the  law. 

A  succinct  statement  of  the  exercise  and 
progress  of  the  material  events  in  Kansas  is 
this :  After  the  passage  of  this  law,  establish- 
ing the  territory  of  Kansas,  a  large  body  of 
settlers  rapidly  entered  into  said  territory, 
with  a  view  to  permanent  inhabitancy  therein. 
Most  of  these  were  from  the  free  states  of  the 
West  and  North,  who  probably  intended  by 
their  votes  and  influence  to  establish  there  a 
free  state,  agreeably  to  the  law  which  invited 
them.  Some  part  of  those  from  the  northern 
states  had  been  encouraged  and  aided  in  this 
enterprise  by  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society, 
formed  in  Massachusetts,  which  put  forth 
some  exertions  in  this  laudable  object  by 
open  and  public  measures,  in  providing  facili- 
ties for  transportation  to  all  peaceable  citiiens 
who  desired  to  become  permanent  settlers  in 
said  territory,  and  providing  therein  hotels, 
mills,  &c.,  for  the  public  accommodation  of 
that  new  country. 

The  Governor  of  Kansas  having,  in  pursu- 
ance of  law,  divided  the  territory  into  districts, 
and  procured  a  census  thereof,  issued  his  pro- 
clamation for  the  election  of  a  Legislative  As- 
sembly therein,  to  take  place  on  the  30th  day 
of  March,  1855,  and  directed  how  the  same 
should  be  conducted,  and  the  returns  made  to 
him,  agreeably  to  the  law  establishing  said 
territory.  On  the  day  of  electicm,  large  bodies 
of  armed  men  from  the  state  of  Missouri  ap- 

E eared  at  the  polls  in  most  of  the  districts,  and 
y  most  violent  and  tumultuous  carriage  and 
demeanor  overawed  the  defenceless  inhabit- 
ants, and  by  their  own  votes  elected  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of 
said  Assembly.  On  the  returns  of  said  elec- 
tion being  made  to  tiie  governor,  protests  and 
objections  were  made  to  him  in  relation  to  a 
part  of  said  districts ;  and  as  to  them,  he  set 
aside  such,  and  such  only,  as  by  the  returns 
appeared  to  be  bad.  In  relation  to  others, 
covering,  in  all,  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses, 
equally  vicious  in  fact,  but  apparently  good 
by  formal  returns,  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
borne  dovm  by  said  violence  and  intimidation, 
scattered  and  discouraged,  and  laboring  under 
apprehensions  of  personal  violence,  r^rained 
and  desisted  from  presenting  any  protest  to  the 
governor  in  relation  thereto ;  and  ne,  then  un- 
informed in  relation  thereto,  issued  certificates 
to  the  members  who  appeared  by  said  Ibnnal 
returns  to  hare  been  elected. 
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In  relation  to  those  districts  which  the  go- 
vernor 80  set  aside,  orders  were  by  him  issued 
for  now  elections.  In  one  of  these  districts, 
the  same  proceeding  were  repeated  by  men 
from  Missouri,  and  in  others  not,  and  certifi- 
cates were  issued  to  the  persons  elected. 

This  Legislative  Assembly,  so  elected,  as- 
sembled at  Pawnee,  on  the  2d  day  of  July, 
1855,  that  being  the  time  and  place  for  hold- 
ing Raid  meeting,  as  fixed  by  the  governor,  by 
authority  of  law.  On  assembling,  the  said 
Hounes  proceeded  to  set  aside  and  reject  those 
members  so  elected  on  said  second  election, 
except  in  the  district  where  the  men  from 
Missouri  had,  at  said  election,  chosen  the  same 
persons  they  had  elected  at  Uie  said  first  elec- 
tion, and  to  admit  all  of  tlie  said  first-elected 
members. 

A  Legislative  Assembly,  so  created  by  mili- 
tary force,  by  a  foreign  invasion,  in  violation 
of  the  organic  law,  was  but  a  usurpation.  No 
act  of  its  own,  no  act  or  neglect  of  the  govern- 
or, could  legalize  or  sanctify  it  Its  own  deci- 
sions as  to  it^  own  legality  are,  like  its  laws, 
but  the  fruits  of  its  own  usurpation,  which  no 
governor  could  legitimate. 

They  passed  an  act  altering  the  place  of  the 
temporary  seat  of  government  to  the  Shawnee 
Mission,  on  the  border,  and  in  near  proximity 
to  Missouri.  This  act  the  governor  regarded 
as  a  violation  of  the  organic  law  establishing 
the  territory,  which  fixed  the  temporary  seat 
of  government,  and  prohibited  the  Legislative 
Assembly  from  doing  anything  inconsistent 
with  said  act.  He,  therefore,  and  for  that 
cause,  vetoed  said  bill ;  but  said  Assembly  re- 
passed the  same  by  a  two-thirds  majority,  not- 
withstanding said  veto,  and  removed  to  said 
Shawuco  Mission.  They  then  proceeded  to 
pass  laws,  aud  the  governor,  in  writing,  de- 
clined further  to  recognise  them  as  a  legiti- 
mate Assembly,  sitting  at  that  place.  Tiicy 
continued  ])assing  laws  there,  from  the  lOtn 
day  of  Jul  V  to  the  Slst  day  of  August,  1855. 

On  the  f5th  day  of  August  last,  the  gover- 
nor of  said  territory  was  dismissed  from  office, 
and  the  duties  devolved  upon  tlie  secretary  of 
the  territory;  and  how  many  of  the  laws 
passed  witli  his  official  approbation  docs  not 
appear,  the  laws  as  now  presented  being  with- 
out date  or  authentication. 

As  by  the  law  of  Congress  organizing  said 
territory,  it  was  expressly  provided  that  the 
people  of  the  territory  were  to  be  *'  left  per- 
fectly free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  way,''  and  among 
these  institutions  slavery  is  included,  it  was, 
of  course,  implied  that  that  subject  was  to  be 
open  and  free  to  public  and  private  discussion, 
in  all  its  bearings,  rights,  and  relationships. 
Among  these  must,  of  course,  be  the  question, 
What  was  the  state  of  the  existing  laws,  and  the 
modifications  that  might  be  required  on  that 
subject  ?  The  law  had  declared  that  its  '*  true 
intent  and  meaning  was  not  to  legislate  slaverv 
into  the  territory,  or  exclude  it  therefrom.^' 
This  would,  of  course,  leave  to  that  people  tlie 
inquiry,  What,  thim,  are  the  existing  rights 


under  the  Constitution  ?  Can  alaTes  be  holden, 
in  the  absence  of  any  law  on  the  Bul^eot? 
This  question,  about  which  so  much  difference 
of  opinion  exists,  and  which  Congresa  and  the 
courts  have  never  settled,  was  thus  tuned 
over  to  the  people  there,  to  disouse  and  aettle 
for  themselves. 

This  territorial  legislature,  so  created  b^ 
force  from  Missouri,  utterly  refused  to  permit 
discussion  on  the  subject ;  but,  assuming  that 
slavery  already  existed  there,  and  that  neither 
Congress  nor  the  people  in  the  territory,  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  had  or  could  pro- 
hibit it,  passed  a  law  which,  if  enforced, 
utterly  prohibits  all  discussion  of  the  question. 
The  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  that  act 
are  as  follows : — 

**  Sec.  11.  If  any  person  print,  write,  intro- 
duce into,  publish,  or  circulate,  or  cause  to  be 
brought  into,  printed,  written,  published,  or 
circulated,  or  snail  knowingly  aid  or  assist  in 
bringing  into,  printing,  publishing,  or  circu- 
lating, within  this  territory,  any  book,  paper, 
pamphlet,  magazine,  handbill,  or  circiuar, 
containing  any  statements,  arguments,  opi- 
nions, sentiments,  doctrines,  advice,  or  m- 
nuendo,  calculated  to  promote  a  disorderly, 
dangerous,  or  rebellious  disaffection  among 
the  slaves  in  this  territory,  or  to  induce  suim 
slaves  to  escape  from  tne  service  of  their 
masters,  or  to  resist  their  authority,  he  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment and  hard  lal}or  for  a  term  not  lew 
than  five  years. 

"  Sec.  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  speaking 
or  by  writing,  assert  or  maintain  that  pemons 
have  not  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  this  terri- 
tory, or  shall  introduce  into  this  territory, 
print,  publish,  write,  circulate,  or  cause  to  lie 
introduced  into  this  territory,  writt<»n,  printed, 
published,  or  circulated,  in  this  territory,  any 
book,  paper,  magazine,  pamjihlet,  or  circular, 
containing  any  denial  oi  the  right  of  persons 
to  hold  slaves  in  this  territory,  such  j^erwrn 
uhall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  punished 
by  imprisonment  at  Inird  labor  f«>r  a  term  of 
not  lews  than  two  years."  And  further  pro- 
viding, that  no  person  "conscientiously  op- 
posed to  holding  slaves''  shall  sit  as  a  juror  m 
the  trial  of  any  cause  founded  on  a  breach  of 
the  foreg^>ing  law.  Tliey  further  provideil, 
that  all  officers  and  attorneys  should  be  sworn 
not  only  to  support  the  Constitution  of  tlie 
United  States,  but  also  ti)  support  and  sustain 
the  organic  law  of  the  territory  and  the  fugi- 
tive slave  laws ;  and  that  any  ])er8on  offering 
to  vote  shall  be  presumed  to  be  en  titles  I  to 
vote  until  the  contrary  i«  shown  ;  and  if  ant 
one,  when  required,  sliall  refuse  to  take  oath 
to  sustain  the  fugitive  slave  laws,  he  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  vote.  Although  they  passed 
a  law  that  none  but  an  inhabitant,  who  had 
paid  a  tax,  should  vote,  yet  they  require<i  no 
time  of  residence  necessary,  and  provitled  for 
tlie  immediate  payment  of  a  ]H)ll-tax ;  so  pro- 
viding, in  effect,  that  ou  the  eve  of  an  election 
the  pe<:»ple  of  a  neighl)oring  state  could  come 
in,  in  unlimited  numbers,  and,  by  taking  up  a 
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nndenoe  of  a  day  or  an  hoar,  pay  a  poll-tax, 
and  thus  heoome  le^  voters,  and  then,  after 
▼oiing,  return  to  their  own  state.  They  thus, 
in  practical  effect,  provided  for  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  control  elections  at  their  pleasure, 
and  permitted  such  only  of  the  real  inhabit- 
ants of  the  territory  to  vote  as  are  friendly  to 
the  holding  of  slaves. 

They  permitted  no  election  of  any  of  the 
officers  in  the  territory  to  be  made  by  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  but  created  the  offices,  and  filled 
them,  or  appointed  officers  to  fill  them,  for 
lone  periods,  and  provided  that  the  next  an- 
nual election  should  be  holdcn  in  October, 
1856,  and  the  Assembly  to  meet  in  January, 
1857 ;  so  that  none  of  these  laws  could  be 
changed  until  the  lower  House  might  be 
changed,  in  1856 ;  but  the  Council,  which  is 
elected  for  two  years,  could  not  be  changed, 
to  as  to  allow  a  change  of  the  laws  or  officers, 
until  the  session  of  1858,  however  much  the 
inhabitants  of  the  territory  might  desire  it. 

These  laws,  made  by  an  Assembly  created 
hy  a  foreign  force,  are  but  a  manifestation  of 
the  spirit  of  oppression  which  was  the  parent 
of  the  whole  transaction.  No  excuse  can  be 
Ibond  for  it  in  the  pretence  that  the  inhabit- 
ants had  carried  with  them  into  said  territory 
a  quantity  of  Sharpe's  rifles — first,  because 
that,  if  true,  formed  no  excuse ;  secondly,  it  is 
untrue,  as  their  Sharpe's  rifles  were  only  ob- 
tained afterwards,  and  entirely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  self-defence,  the  necessity  for  which 
this  invasion  and  other  acts  of  violence  and 
threats  clearly  demonstrated.  These  laws  were 
obviously  made  to  oppress  and  drive  out  all 
who  were  inclined  to  the  exclusion  of  slavery ; 
and  if  they  remained,  to  silence  them  on  tliis 
snbject,  and  subject  them  to  the  will  and  con- 
trol of  the  people  of  Missouri.  These  are  the 
laws  which,  tne  President  says,  must  be  en- 
forced by  the  army  and  whole  power  of  the 
nation. 

The  people  of  Kansas,  thus  invaded,  sub- 
dued, oppressed  and  insulted,  seeing  their  ter- 
ritorial government  (such  only  in  form)  per- 
verted into  an  engine  to  crush  them  in  the 
dusty  and  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  professed 
object  of  their  organic  law,  by  deprivmg  them 
of  the  ** perfect  jreedom*'  therem  provided; 
and  finding  no  ground  to  hope  for  rights  in 
that  organization,  they  proceeded,  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
"peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition  the  go- 
vernment for  the  redress  of  (their)  griev- 
ances." They  saw  no  earthly  source  of  relief, 
hot  in  the  formation  of  a  state  government  by 
the  people,  and  the  acceptance  and  ratifica- 
tion thereof  by  Congress. 

It  is  true  that  in  several  instances  in  our 
political  history,  the  people  of  a  territory  have 
oeen  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  form 
a  state  constitution,  and,  after  so  doing,  were 
admitted  bv  Congress.  It  is  quite  obvious 
that  no  such  authority  could  be  gi^cn  by  the 
act  of  the  territorial  government.  That  clearly 
has  no  power  to  create  another  government, 
paramount  to  itself.    It  is  equally  true,  that, 


in  numerous  instances  in  our  history,  tlie 
people  of  a  territory  have,  without  any  pro- 
vious  act  of  Congress,  proceeded  to  call  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  by  their  delegates; 
have  formed  a  state  constitution,  which  has 
been  adopted  by  the  people,  and  a  state  legis- 
lature assembled  unaer  it,  and  chosen  Sena- 
tors to  Congress,  and  then  have  presented  scud 
constitution  to  Congress,  which  has  approved 
the  same,  and  received  the  Senators  and  mem- 
bers of  Congress  who  were  chosen  under  it 
before  Congress  had  approved  the  same.  Such 
was  the  ca«ie  of  Tennessee ;  such  was  the  case 
of  Michigan,  where  the  people  not  only  formed 
a  state  constitution  without  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, but  they  actually  put  their  state  govern- 
ment into  full  operation  and  passed  laws,  and 
it  was  approved  by  Congress  by  receiving  it 
as  a  state.  The  people  of  Florida  formed 
their  constitution  without  any  act  of  Congress 
therefor,  six  years  before  they  were  admitted 
into  the  Union.  When  the  people  of  Arkan- 
sas were  about  forming  a  state  constitution, 
without  a  previous  act  of  Congress,  in  1835, 
the  territorial  governor  applied  to  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  subject,  who  referred  the  matter 
to  the  Attorney-General,  and  his  opinion,  as 
then  expressed  and  published,  contained  the 
following : — 

"  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Arkansas  to  pass  any  law  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  members  to  a  convention 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government, 
nor  to  do  any  other  act,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  create  such  government.  Every  such  law, 
even  though  it  were  approved  by  the  governor 
of  the  territory,  would  be  null  and  void ;  if 
passed  by  them  notwithstanding  his  veto,  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch,  it  would 
still  be  equally  void."  He  further  decided 
that  it  was  not  rebellious  or  insurrectionary, 
or  even  unlawful,  for  the  people  peaceably  to 
proceed,  even  without  an  act  of  Congress,  in 
forming  a  constitution,  and  that  the  so  form- 
ing a  state  constitution,  and  so  far  organizing 
under  the  same  as  to  choose  the  officers  neces- 
sary for  its  representation  in  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  present  the  same  to  Congress  for  ad- 
mission, was  a  power  which  fell  clearly  within 
the  right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  peti- 
tion for  redress.  The  people  of  Arkansas 
proceeded  without  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
were  received  into  the  Union  accordingly.  If 
any  rights  were  derived  to  the  people  of 
Arkansas  from  the  terms  of  the  French  treaty 
of  cession,  they  equally  extended  to  the 
people  of  Kansas,  it  being  a  part  of  the  same 
cession. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  in  the  first  part 
of  August,  1855,  a  call  was  published  in  the 

Eublic  papers  for  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Kansas,  irrespective  of  party,  to  meet  at  Law- 
rence, in  said  territory,  on  the  15th  of  said 
August,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  territory  to  consider  that  subject. 
That  meeUng  was  held  on  the  15th  day  of 
August  last,  and  it  proceeded  to  call  such  coDf- 
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tiftitlon  of  Megiitoa  to  be  eleoted,  and  to 
■awintiln  ai  Topeka,  in  nid  territory,  on  the 
IMh  day  of  Septomber,  18S5,  not  to  form  a 
fMPBtdtation,  but  to  oonnder  the  propriety  of 
oallingy  formally,  a  oonTentioa  for  that  pnr- 
poee. 

The  minority  report  then  gives  a  detuled 
history  of  the  moyements  which  bronght  about 
the  Topeka  Convention,  and  says : — 

Delegatos  wer^  elected,  and  they  met  at 
Topeka,  on  the  fourth  Tueiiday  in  Ootober, 
1855,  and  formed  a  oonstitntion,  whioh  was 
submitted  to  the  people,  and  was  ratified  by 
tfcMMi  hj  vote  in  the  districts.  An  election  of 
ilato  omcers  and  members  of  the  state  legis- 
latue  has  been  had,  and  a  representative  to 
Oooffress  elected,  and  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
oeedto  the  election  of  senators,  with  the  view 
to  ftmeat  the  same,  with  the  oonstitntion,  to 
Ooomss,  for  admisuon  into  the  Union. 

Whatever  views  individuals  may  at  times, 
or  hi  meetings,  have  expressed,  and  whatever 
ttMmato  determination  may  have  been  enter- 
tained in  the  result  of  being  spumed  by  Con- 
cress,  and  refused  redress,  is  now  entirely 
unniaterial.  That  cannot  oondemn  or  give 
eharaeter  to  the  proceedings  thus  &r  pursued. 

Many  may  have  honesUy  believed  usurp- 
ation could  make  no  law,  and  that  if  Congress 
ouMie  no  further  provisions,  they  were  well 

iostified  in  forming  a  law  for  themselves ;  but 
i  is  not  now  necessary  to  oonsider  that  mat- 
ter, as  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congress  will  not 
leave  them  to  such  a  necessity. 

Thus  far,  this  effort  of  the  people  for  redress 
is  peaceful,  constitutional,  and  right.  Whether 
it  will  succeed,  rests  with  Congress  to  deter- 
mine; but  clear  it  is  that  it  should  not  be 
met  and  denounced  as  revolutionary,  rebel- 
lious, insurrectionary,  or  unlawful,  nor  does 
it  call  for  or  justify  the  exercise  of  any  force 
by  any  department  of  this  government  to  check 
or  control  it. 

It  now  becomes  proper  to  inquire  what 
should  bo  done  by  Gdngress ;  for  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  President,  in  substance,  that 
he  has  no  power  to  correct  a  usurpation,  and 
that  the  laws,  even  though  made  by  usurped 
authority,  must  be  by  him  enforced  and  exe- 
cuted, even  with  military  force.  The  measures 
of  redress  should  be  applied  to  the  true  cause 
of  the  difficulty.  This  obviously  lies  in  the 
repeal  of  the  clause  for  freedom  m  the  act  of 
1820,  and  therefore  the  true  remedy  lies  in 
the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  1854,  which 
effected  it.  Let  this  be  done  with  frankness 
and  magnanimity,  and  Kansas  be  organised 
anew,  as  a  free  territory,  and  all  will  be  put 
rifriit. 

But  if  Congress  insist  on  proceeding  with 
the  experiment,  then  declare  all  the  action 
by  this  spurious  foreign  Le^lative  Assembly 
utterly  inoperative  and  vmd,  and  direct  a  re- 
organisation, providing  pro{Mr  safoguard  for 
lepl  voting  and  against  foreign  force. 

There  is,  however,  another  way  to  put  an 
esA  to  sJl  this  trouble  there,  and  in  the  nation^ 
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laws  made  bynreign  font;  aad 

admitting  that  ten  Bay  as  a  iliAi 

free  constitBtioii.    TnM,iadasdvlMri 

are  not  such  as  gives  her  a  ri|^^ 

admission,  befaig,  as  the  PresiieHl. 

us,  probably  only  about  twenty-ife*^ 

The  Constitution  fixes  no  nunberaai 

and  the  importance  of  now  settling 

tion  may  well  justify  Congress  in  i 

this  as  a  state,  at  this  time,  espeeii 

have  good  reason  to  believe,  thai  M 

as  a  state,  and  eontroversy  endedt  il  vJHAa^ 

mediately  fill  up  with,  a  numsMiiaJNiiA^ai^ 

oessful  population.  ^  '  *  U  * 

At  any  rate,  it  seems  imposnble  to  bwMt 
that  Congress  is  to  leave  that  people  wHttAt 
redress,  to  have  enforced  upon  tfasa  1i|y.|hi 
army  of  the  nation  these  measursi  aaA  Imm 
of  violence  and  oppression.  Are  thsy  tiriM 
dragooned  into  submission?  Is  tiMlk  fiVM^ 
penment  pleasant  to  execute  on  osir  em^tal 
people?  '-''»' 

The  true  character  of  this  tnnaaallsa;  ll 
matter  of  extensive  notoriety*    Ita 
features  are  too  obvious  to  allow  of 
eessful  disguise  or  palliation,  howeivea  < 


cated  or  ingenious  may  be  the 
however  special  the  pleadings,  for  Ibit  •W^ 
pose.  The  case  requires  some  quieliiig^iMt 
and  prudent  treatment,  by  the  liaad  sf 'dfr* 
gross,  to  do  justico  and  satisfy  tha  jHils*. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  MMsibl^je- 
lying  on  Congress  to  provide  tne  eoaMtail 
measures  of  redress  which  they  have  tM  l^ 
doubted  power  to  administer. 

The  Attomey-Oeneral,  in  the  ease  of  A^ 
kansas,  says:  "Congress  may  at  pis— in 
repeal  or  modify  the  laws  passed  by  the 
territorial  legislature,  and  may  at  any  time 
abrogate  and  remodel  the  legislature  itselC 
and  all  the  other  departmento  of  the  laiiil»> 
rial  government.'' 

Treating  this  grievance  in  Kansas  wMb  ia- 
gjenions  excuses,  with  neglect  or  coateBqili  or 
riding  over  the  oppressed  with  an  aniyp  and 
dragooning  them  into  submismon,  will  nab* 
no  satisfactory  termination.  Pijrtf  saooess 
may  at  times  be  temporarily  secured  bjadnil 
devices,  plausible  pretences,  and  partasan  a^ 
dress ;  but  the  permanent  preservatiOB  of  ttds 
Union  can  be  maintained  only  byiraal 
and  integrity.  Justice  may  he  denied 
it  ought  to  hie  granted ;  power  may 
that  vassalage  whioh  violence  and  i 
have  produ<^ ;  the  subjugation  of  wiiite 
men  may  be  necessary,  that  African  daTSiy 
may  succeed ;  but  such  a  course  must  not  M 
expected  to  produce  peace  and  satisfaptJon  in 
our  oonntry,  so  long  as  the  people  retain  nj 
proper  sentiment  of  justice,  UberW^,  and  law. 

J.  CoLLAJank 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1856,  <Mr.  Gksoir 
reported  firam  the  Committee  on  TetritorieiL  a 
bin  to  annul  certain  aote  of  the  tatiifcwM 
legialakart  of  Kansas. 
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The  bill  oonung  up  on  the  29th  of  July,  Mr. 
Dtton  moved  hiB  celebrated  amendment,  which 
is  referred  to  under  the  head  of  "Dunn's 
Amxvdiduit/'  and  where  the  reader  will  find 
the  action  of  the  House  passing  the  bill  and 
amemlment. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  changed  so  as 
to  make  it  An  act  to  recognise  the  territory  of 
Kanaas  and  for  other  purposes. 

When  the  bill  reached  the  Senate,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories.  A 
report  was  made  from  that  committee  by  Mr. 
Douglas  on  the  11th  of  Aug.,  1856. 

After  discussing  other  portions  of  the  bill, 
the  report  goes  on  to  consider  the  24th  section 
of  Mr.  Dunn's  celebrated  amendment,  of  which 
it  says : — 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  there  are 
▼mrious  grave  and  serious  objections  to  this 
section  of  the  bill.  In  the  first  place  it  ex- 
pressly repudiates  and  condemns  the  great 
fundamental  principles  of  self-government 
and  state  equality  which  it  was  the  paramount 
obiect  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  to  main- 
taui  and  perpetuate,  as  affirmed  in  the  follow- 
ing provision :  **  It  being  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  slavery 
into  any  territory  or  state,  nor  to  exclude  it 
therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  per- 
fectly free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States/' 

Not  content  with  repealing  this  wise  and 
just  provision,  and  condenming  the  sound  con- 
htitutional  principles  asserted  in  it.  the  bill 
j>r«>cec<ls  to  legalize  and  establish,  for  a  lim- 
ned time,  hereditary  slavery,  not  only  in  the 
territory  of  Kansas  (where  there  is  no  other 
h>cal  or  affirmative  law  protecting  it  than  the 
enactments  of  the  Kansas  territorial  legisla- 
ture, which  have  been  alleged  to  be  illegal  and 
void,  and  which  the  House  of  Representatives, 
hy  amendments  to  the  appropriation  bills, 
-liave  instructed  the  President  not  to  enforce), 
but  also  in  all  that  part  of  New  Mexico  which 
it  is  proposed  to  incorporate  in  the  territory 
of  Kansas,  and  where  slavery  was  prohibited 
by  the  Mexican  law,  an<i  it  is  not  pretended 
that  there  is  any  territorial  enactment  recogni- 
sing or  establishing  it.  Having  thus  asserted 
and  exercised  the  power  of  introducing  and 
establishing  slavery  in  the  territories  by  act 
of  Congress,  and  declaring  children  hereafter 
bom  therein  to  be  slaves  for  life  and  their  pos- 
terity after  them,  provided  they  shall  be  re- 
moved therefrom  within  a  specified  period,  the 
bill  proceeds  to  affirm  and  exercise  the  power 
of  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  same  territories 
for  ever  from  and  after  January  1,  1858,  by 
enacting  and  putting  in  force  the  following 
provision,  being  the  8ih  section  of  the  act 
passed  March  6,  1820,  to  wit  :— 

*"  Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  aitd 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude^  not  includod 
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within  the  limits  of  the  stttte  oontemplated  by 
this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crime, 
whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  De,  and  is  hereby,  for  ever  pro- 
hibited: Provided  always,  That  any  person 
escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state  or  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may 
be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  per- 
son claimmg  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  8th  section  of 
the  Missouri  act  (commonly  called  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise)  by  its  terms  only  applied 
to  the  territory  acquired  from  France,  known 
as  the  Louisiana  purchase^  the  western  boun- 
dary of  which  was  defined  by  the  treaty  with 
Spain  in  1819,  and  subsequently  by  treaties 
with  Mexico  and  Texas,  to  be  the  100th  meri- 
dian of  longitude,  while  the  bill  under  oon- 
sideration,^  under  the  guise  of  reviving  and 
restoring  that  provision,  extends  it  more  than 
seven  de^es  of  longitude  further  westward, 
and  applies  it  to  that  large  extent  of  territory  to 
which  it  had  no  application  in  its  original  en- 
actment. Nor  can  it  be  said  with  fairness  or 
truth  that  this  provision  was.  applied  to  any 
portion  of  the  territory  in  question  by  the 
*' joint  resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the 
United  States,"  for  the  reason  that  the  whole 
territory  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
republic  of  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  one  state,  with  the  privilege  of  forming  not 
exceeding  four  other  states  out  of  the  state  of 
Texas,  **  by  the  consent  of  said  state,"  with 
the  condition  that  *'  in  such  state  or  states  as 
should  be  formed  out  of  said  territory,  north 
of  said  Missouri  compromise  line,  slavery  or 
involuntary  servitude  (except  for  crime)  shall 
be  prohibited." 

It  was  left  discretionary  with  Texas  to  re- 
main for  ever  one  state,  and  to  retain  the  whole 
of  her  territory  as  slave  territory,  or  to  con- 
sent to  a  division,  in  which  case  the  prohibi- 
tion would  take  effect,  by  virtue  of  the  com- 
pact, from  the  date  of  the  formation  of  a  new 
state  within  the  limits  of  the  republic  of  Texas 
north  of  36®  30^.  If,  on  the  contrary,  Texas 
should  determine  to  withhold  her  assent,  no 
such  new  state  could  ever  be  formed,  and 
hence  the  prohibition  would  never  take  effect. 
All  difficulty,  however,  on  this  point,  has  been 
removed  by  the  act  of  1850,  purchasing  from 
Texas  all  that  portion  of  her  territory  lying 
north  of  36®  30^,  and  incorporating  it  in  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico,  with  the  guarantee 
that  '*  when  admitted  as  a  state,  the  said  ter- 
ritory, or  any  portion  of  the  same,  shall  be 
received  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
slavery,  as  their  constitution  may  prescribe  at 
the  time  of  admission."  Hence  all  that  ter- 
ritory, to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  apply 
the  Missouri  restriction  for  the  first  time, 
under  the  plea  of  restoring  the  Missouri  com- 
promise of  the  6th  of  March,  1820,  Li  protected^ 
from  any  such  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the- 
inhabitants  to  form- and  regulate  their  owm« 
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domailMi  iWm  ilk  tiMif  cfim  w^,  1)j  the  tol- 
muk  gaamnleee  oonteined  in  liie  oompvoaiiie 
flomwaree  of  1860,  wkidh  Uottod  oat  the  ceo- 
gn^ieal  line  m  a  dividing  line  between  free 
territory  end  slave  territo^,  end  enbetitnted 
§oat  it  the  oiurdinal  nrinoiple  of  idligoyemment^ 
in  aooordanee  witn  the  Gonetitation. 

Bat  it  will  also  be  obeerved  that  the  bill 
under  eonaideration  doee  not  propose  to  Umit 
the  reetriotion  to  the  territory  acquired  from 
TeKasy  nor  the  country  on  the  east  tide  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  but  extend  it  acroes  that  river 
ever  a  portion  of  the  territory  acquired  from 
If  ezioo,  which  wae  never  claimed  by  Texas 
nor  embraced  within  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
and  to  vrhich  there  is  no  pretext  for  asserting 
that  the  Missouri  compromise  ever  applied. 
U^  in  the  application  of  the  8th  section  of  ihe 
aot  of  the  oth  of  March,  1820  (commonly 
called  the  Missouri  compromise),  over  so  large 
a  district  of  country  to  which  it  never  had  any 
previous  application,  it  be  the  policy  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  to  return  to  the 
*'  obsolete  idea''  of  a  geographical  line  as  a 
dividing  line  in  all  time  to  oome  between  slave 
territory  and  free  territory,  a  perpetual  bar- 
rier against  the  advancement  of  slavery  on 
the  one  hand  and  free  institutions  on  the 
oth^r,  the  measure  falls  short  of  accomplishing 
the  whole  of  their  obiect  in  not  extenciing  the 
line  to  the  Ptoific  Ocean.  Your  oonunittee 
can  perceive  many  vreiffhtf  considerations 
founaed  in  policy,  althou|^  wantine  the  sano- 
tion  of  sound  constitutional  prinoij^es,  which 
might  be  urged  in  fkvor  of  such  a  measure, 
inasmuch  as  the  barrier  once  erected  from 
ocean  to  ocean — pNsrmitting  slaver v  on  the  one 
side  and  prohibiting  it  on  the  other — ^if  uni- 
versally acquiesced  in  and  religiously  observed 
as  a  patriotic  offering  upon  the  altar  of  our 
tM)mmon  country,  would  put  an  end  to  the 
controversy  for  ever,  and  form  a  bond  of  peace 
and  brotherhood  in  the  future.  But,  unfor- 
tunately, when  this  expedient  was  proposed 
by  the  Senate  in  1848,  it  was  indignantly  re- 
pudiated by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  whole  country  was 
plunged  into  a  whirlpool  of  sectional  strife 
and  angry  crimination,  which  alarmed  the 
greatest  and  purest  patriots  of  the  land  for 
the  safety  of  the  republic,  and  was  only  res- 
cued from  the  impending  perils  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  c9mpromi8e  measures  of  1850, 
which  abandoned  the  policy  of  a  geographical 
line,  and  substituted  tor  it  the  great  princi- 
ples of  self-government  and  state  equality,  in 
obedience  to  the  Federal  Constitution.  In 
view  of  the  history  of  the  past,  your  commit- 
tee can  perceive  no  safety  in  the  future 
except  in  a  strict  and  reli^us  fidelity  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  Constitution  as  embodied 
in  the  adjustment  of  that  unfortunate  contro- 
versy, and  adopted  by  the  whole  oountry  as 
rules  of  action  to  be  applied  in  all  future  tune, 
when  in  the  progress  of  events  it  should  be 
neoessaryto  orsanise  territories  or  admit  new 
etates.  The  fansas-Nebraska  aet  vras  the 
eeqnanoe  of  the  oonpromiae  meaeures 


of  1850; 

in  order  to  eetablieh  and  peipeluato  ihaifvlA> 
eiplea  of  eelf->|;oyemment  and  etejte)  aqnality 
in  the  orgaaisatioii  of  tenritorie».flBA"«dBlii- 
•fon  of  newetatee.  For  theea  veaaoaa,  yavr 
committee  cannot  concur  with  tka^fioMM  -of 
RepreeenAativee  in  the  mopoeitMa  ta  bM^Mk 
from  the  organic  aot  of  hgnsae  «»d  Nabraeka 
thoee  essential  pnoviskms  and  oartfnal  Miaii 
pies,  the  foithrul  observance  of  "wkm  oaa 
alone  preserve  the  pust  ri^ta  of  tha  i*hab^ 
tants  of  the  territories  and  maintain  tiitpeaae^ 
unity,  and  fraternity  of  the  republaeb:  Tito 
^reat  oluect  is  to  withdraw  the  alavaiy  <|QAa- 
tion  from  the  halls  of  Conjerese  aad  raeaild 
its  decision  to  the  people  of  the  aaveral  atalie 
and  territories,  subject  to  no  other  conditeis 
or  restrictions  than  those  impoeed  bgr  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statea^  'Tiioaajim> 
visions  of  the  bill  under  ccmaideraiKMiL  vneh 
introduce  and  establish  slavery*  topetiber  tpfilli 
those  which  abolish  and  prohibit  it»  aie  atta 
obnoxious  on  the  score  of^prindplev  iaaawMli 
as  they  assert  and  exercise  the  ri|^t  of  Ooli-. 
gross  ^to  form  and  regulate  the  boal  aftita 
and  domestic  institutions  of  a  distant  aaddfti- 
tinct  people  without  their  consent  and  Mpff^ 
less  of  their  rights  and  wishes.  To  avoel  di 
misconstruction,  however,  upon  tfaia  JpohN^ 
your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  remaik  that 
their  oljections  do  not  apply  to  that  pai^  ttf 
the  bill  which  extends  the  provisions  of  ^*^' 
fugitive  slave  law  to  the  temtorieaof  *^ 


and  Nebraska,  and  provides  "  tihat  anj  pe^ 
son  lawfully  held  to  service  in  any  other  aiale 
or  territory,  and  escaping  into  either  liia  ter- 
ritory of  Kansas  or  Nebraska,  may  be  la- 
claimcd  and  removed  to  the  person  or  pkee 
where  such  service  is  due,  under  any  laiw  of 
the  United  States  which  shall  be  in  foree 
upon  the  subject.''  In  this  clause  your  ooaa- 
mittee  are  rejoiced  to  find  a  frank  and  oon* 
scientious  acknowledgment  of  the  dntj  of 
Congress  to  provide  efficient  lawrfor  eanrfittg 
into  faithful  execution  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  pro- 
vides for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves  as 
well  as  all  other  obligations  impoeed  by  that 
instrument. 

The  preservation  of  our  free  institutaons  da* 
pends  upon  a  faithful  observance  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  all  its  parts ;  and  the  aseoraMe 
thus  furnished  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  are  ever  ready  to  provide  new  and  addi- 
tional guarantees  when  supposed  to  be  neeea 
sary  for  the  faithful  pertcmnance  of  that 
constitutiooal  obligation,  which  has  been  tlie 
subject  of  the  severest  criticism  in  some  por> 
tions  of  the  country,  cannot  &il  to  jsnUify 
every  true  friend  of  the  Union.  In  thia  eaae^ 
however,  no  such  le^slation  is  neoeeearr,  in- 
asmuch as  the  organic  act  of  Kansas  and  Na- 
braska  extended  the  provisions  of  the  fngitirc 
slave  law  to  both  of  tnose  territoriea. 

In  alluding  to  the  15th  and  16th  seetiona  of 
the  bill  it  says : — 

It  vrill  be  observed  that  these  two  aaottaa 
reoQgniee  the  validity  and  binding  iofoa  of  tiM 
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entire  eode  of  laws  enaet«d  at  the  Shawnee 
MisBMHi,  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas  terri- 
t/frj,  and  provide  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
all  diose  enactments  except  the  criminal  code. 
All  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  sheriffs, 
and  all  other  judicial  and  ministerial  officers, 
now  in  office,  are  required  to  continue  to  exer- 
ciw  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offioesL  All  these  officers,  with  the  exception 
of  the  governor,  three  judges,  secretary,  and 
inarsha^  and  district-attorney,  were  elected 
or  appointe<l  under  the  laws  enacted  by  the 
legiialature  of  Kansas,  while  their  powers, 
functions,  and  duties,  are  all  prescribed  by 
those  laws  and  none  others.  These  officers 
are  all  required  to  continue  to  perform  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices,  by  observing 
and  enforcing  all  the  laws  enacted  at  the 
Shawnee  Mission,  except  the  criminal  code. 
"  All  suits,  process,  and  proceedings,  civil  and 
criminal,  at  law  and  in  chancery,  and  all  in- 
dictments and  informations  which  shall  be 
pending  and  undetermined  in  the  courts  of 
the  territory  of  Kansas  or  New  Mexico,  when 
this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  remain  jn  said 
eourte  where  pending,  to  be  heard,  tried,  pro- 
secuted^ and  determmod,  in  such  courts,  as 
though  this  act  had  not  been  passed/'  The 
election  laws,  and  the  laws  concerning  slaves 
and  slavery,  and  all  laws  protecting  the  rights 
of  persons  and  property,  and  affectmg  nil  the 
relations  of  life,  are  recognised  as  valid  and 
required  to  be  enforced,  excepting  criminal 
prosecutions,  by  information  or  indictment, 
for  violating  or  disregarding  the  laws  of  the 
legislature  of  Kansas.  All  such  prosecutions 
are  required  to  be  forthwith  dismissed,  and 
the  prisoners  sot  at  liberty,  and  no  new  pro- 
secutions are  to  be  commenced  for  "  any  viola- 
tion or  disregard  of  said  legislative  enactments 
at  any  time,"  Such  is  the  legislation  provided 
for  in  these  two  sections  of  the  bill.  They 
recognise  the  validity  of  tlie  laws  enacted  at 
Shawnee  Mission,  and  provide  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  all  of  them  except  in  cases  of  criminal 
prosecution.  Your  committee  are  unable  to 
perceive  how  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  would 
re<*tore  peace,  quiet,  and  security  to  the  people 
(;f  Kansas.  It  has  been  alleged  that  there  are 
in  that  territory  organized  bands  of  lawless 
and  desperate  men,  who  are  in  the  constant 
liabit  of  perpetrating  deeds  of  violence — mur- 
dering and  plundering  the  inhabitants,  steal- 
ing their  prriperty,  burning  their  houses,  and 
driving  peaceable  citizens  from  the  polls  on 
election  day,  and  even  from  the  territory. 
'J'he  remedy  proposed  in  the  bill  is  to  grant 
to  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes  a  general 
amnesty  for  the  past,  and  a  full  license  in  the 
future  to  continue  their  bloody  work. 

There  is  no  law  in  force  in  Kansas  by 
which  murder,  robbery,  larceny,  arson,  and 
other  crimes  known  to  the  criminal  codes  of  all 
civilized  states,  can  be  punished,  except  under 
the  code  enacted  by  the  legislature  of^  Kansas 
jit  the  Shawnee  Mission.  The  provisions  of 
'*  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  cnmee  against 
the  United  States,"  approved  April  30, 1790, 


is,  by  its  terms,  confined  in  its  application  to 
such  crimes  as  shall  be  committed  "within  any 
fort,  arsenal,  dock-yard,  magazine,  or  any  other 
place  or  district  of  country  under  the  sole  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.'' 
and  **  upon  the  high  seas  and  navigable  waters 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  state," 
but  has  never  been  held  or  construed  to  apply 
to  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Tue 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  "  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  and  offences  commit- 
ted within  the  Indian  boundaries,"  extends  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  of  1790  to  the  Indian 
country,  but  expressly  restricts  its  application, 
as  its  title  imports,  to  crimes  committed  "with- 
in any  town,  district,  or  territory  belonging  io 
any  nation  or  nationSy  tribe  or  tribes  of  In- 
dians.*' Hence,  the  moment  the  Indian  title 
is  extinguished,  and  the  country  placed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  territorial  government,  it 
ceases  to  be  "under  the  sole  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,"  and  is  no 
longer  subject  to  the  provisions  of  either  of  the 
above  cited  acts.  Thus  it  will  bo  seen  tliat  if 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  become  a  law  with  the  provisions  grant- 
ing a  general  amnesty  in  respect  to  all  past 
crimes,  and  unlimited  license  m  the  future  to 
perpetrate  such  outrages  as  their  own  bad  mbs- 
sions  might  instigate,  there  would  1)0  no  law 
in  force  in  Kansas  to  punish  the  guilty  or  pro- 
tect the  innocent. 

Inasmuch  as  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  the  Senate,  bv  its  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Kansas  into  the  Onion,  have  each  recognised 
the  validity  of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  Kansas 
legislature  at  Shawnee  Mission,  so  far  as  they 
are  consistent  with  the  Constitution  and  the 
organic  act,  and  affirmed  the  propriety  and 
duty  of  enforcing  the  same,  except  in  certain 
specified  cases,  it  becomes  important  to  ino[uire 
into  the  extent  of  the  differences  of  opinion 
l>etween  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
Senate,  in  respect  to  the  particular  laws  which 
ought  not  to  be  enforced.  The  Senate  has 
already  declared,  in  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  that  all  laws  and 
enactments  in  said  territory  which  are  repug- 
nant to,  or  in  conflict  with,  the  great  principles 
of  liberty  and  justice,  as  guarantied  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  organic 
act,  and  embodiec^  in  the  18th  section  of  that 
bill,  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  that  none  soch 
shall  ever  be  enforced  or  executed  in  said  ter> 
ritory. 

By  the  18th  section  of  the  bill,  which  has 
twice  passed  the  Senate,  and  now  remains  on 
the  Speaker's  table  of  the  House  of  Representar 
tives  unacted  up(m,  and  only  awaits  the  favorar 
blo  action  of  the  House  to  enable  it  to  become 
a  law  with  the  President's  approval,  all  the  ob- 
noxious laws,  which  have  been  the  subject  of 
so  much  censure  and  complaint-,  are  swept  out 
of  existence,  leaving  none  in  force  in  said  terri- 
tory except  such  as  are  usual,  proper,  and 
necessary  in  all  civilized  communities  for  the 
protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property.  Your 


m  HUJsnuL  nzT-BooK. 


efaiBklMlUmBatTat  nlinmidiadttMbvpt.privQiMof  votiag  and  holding  office  to  at) 
Aat  lb*  HooM  of  nminmiililiiw  will  eonftur  bub  oTfonign  birth  it  ho  shall  hare  ilecbirod. 
irifh  IhnRnintn  in  rhnjwwmnnf  thithlll.  iinl   on  oath  tbab- iutcntion  to  kieoome  cititen^  ftntf' 
thMNBtorepMoe  aaa  Beenriwto  th^peo])U>  lwlioilulllu.cG  (  ~ 
of  XaoMi,  faf  dsdanng  all  tbOM  otnozioi-   Oonttitatioii  >•{ 
hM  bhU  MM  Ttnd,  ■ndpnmdins&r  tlw  &ii 


Ttnd,  ■ndpnmdinc  fi» 

jtof  dteuaauooac^ttonlii 

^  of  iriiiah  kM  thna  bMD  franUj  ud  Mlem  n 
Ij  MknowMMd  t^  tiia  Totaa  and  aetmn  <■( 
Meh  Hooae  «  OongnN.  The  two  Hoium  of 
Obupou  htiviaft  qr  ^air  M^oa,  Mdh  MTiT<.-d 
•I  tbo  ecuriarion  tiwt  tlw  KuHM  oode  u  Tali  1 1 , 
ud  that  tii»  obooxioiu  Uwi  nftmd  to  onf;  )i  t 
to  be  doolared  inopcratiro  and  -rxM,  aa  Vbui-^ 
ranagnaiit  to  Uia  prindplaa  of  Ebertrand  JDn- 


taken  an  oitth  to  mppurt  Uti* 
'  tho   Dnited  States,  but  wW ' 
■hall  have  fiib.'d  from  nnj  cause  to  baT«  eoffi" 
pletod  their  tuituraliiation.    The  pmriiion  ii^'' 
I  "that  auj  -srhite  mole   iuhabituit,   being  a' 
oitiiMi  of  thf  Oniled  Sttae=i.  above  the  a^  "1 
tweit^-one  jeiirs,  who  shttU  have  boen  a  reti- 
deatc^mdti'rnficj-attfaetimeofthffpasea^ 
of  tbii  aot,  eliall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first 
deotjon,"     Ko  ponaltieB  or  punixhmenta  are' 
prorided  fbr  illegal  voting ;  none  Ibi  fnod  In 
oondootuig  the  electiona ;  none  for  nolence  at 
the  polls;  an<l  Done  for  deatrojing  the  ballot-' 
boxes.    All  tbc-so  thitigs  mny  be  done  with 
impiini^;   fir.  while   the   elcetion   must  W 
had  in  pnncancG  of  the  existing  Ism  of  tha 
territory,  whirb  are  reoognined  aa  brine  in 
fbroe^  the  bill  exproasl y  provides  that  a^^H/i  ■ 
inal  proaeootion  ihaU  hetoafter  ba  hUtUHII? 
in  anj  of  the  oonrti  of  tlio  nnitad  SMMWtfi 
■ud  lairitof^  fbr  any  violation  or  dinl|f 
■aid  IqnalotiTe  enactanmt  at  aay  tame^ 
thii  l»li  an;  nnmber  of  penona  froai  Hit 
or  Iowa,  from  Soath  Carolina  or  Maseaclm- 
Mtta,  or  from  anj  Other  part  uf  the  worl  ~ 
maj  enter  the  territory  on  election  daj  ai 


of  tho  United  Statet  and  the . 
■iN,itwoald  aeam,  that  flu  moat  Berionaarti 
iMlaiial  pcmit  of  diArwoo  betwoan  the  tn. 
TlmaM  wluoh  ranaiiw  to  be  a^jiurted,  i 
■IwthM  that  part  of  the  Kanaaa  code  whlcl 
voridea  fbr  the  poniahineat  of  marder,  rob 
Mcy,  Uioenj,  uut  other  orinunal  offeooea  shal 
W  enfbfoed,  or,  whether  all  penona  gnil^  of 
tlioee  oltaoea  ihall  be  tnmed  looae  to  {we; 
vpoB  the  oommnm^  with  lagaliied  imponitv. 
ft  k  kae  that  there  ia,  ^tparently,  another 
paint  of  diffeienoe  betweeo  the  two  Hook^, 
•fUng  out  of  the  qneedon  whether  the  peop  I? 
of  Kanw  ahall  be  aothoriied  to  elect  delegates 
Id  a  ooaveation  (with  proper  and  satiifaoloi-; 
■aft-gnarda  a«unrt  f^nd,  Tiolenoe,  and  illegal 
fOtfaig)  and  tbrm  a  oonstitDtion  and  atate 

Kenmentpieparatorj  to  their  adnUesion  in^n 
Union,  or  whether  the  territory  shall  t »' '  United  States  or  of  said  territory  for  violating 
(OOrcaniied  in  acoordanoe  with  the  provision^  or  disr^arding  the  only  law  whioh  providea 
of  the  bill  from  the  Honse  and  left,  for  sohk'  '  penaldea  and  poniahmenta  for  auch  tntngfH 
years  to  oome,  in  that  condition.  While  tin  I  m  the  territory  of  Kansas. 
Hooae  of  Kepresentativea  has  recently  e^- 1  No  meaeare  can  restore  peace  to  KaHM 
pressed  ite  preference  for  the  latt«r  propositioti ,  ;  which  does  not  effeotoally  protect  the  ll^kt 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  consideratioi  I ,    box  ogunst  fraud   and  violen  '    ' 

yon*  oonunittee  are  not  permitted  to  assn        '  --' ■=-'--  ■- 

that  they  have'  inanperablo  objeotiona  to  I 
admisaion  <J  Kansas  at  thia  time,  fbr  the  r 


of  the  polls,  and  vote  as  manr 
as  they  ohooae,  and  drive  every  le^ 
voter  from  the  polls  with  entire  impunity ;  m 
the  bill  deolane  that  no  oitimnal  proacaBtiUi^ 
■*■*"  ~ — "■-  instituted  J-   ''  -    -  *  -'  - 


1  that  a  few  weeks  previons  they  passed  a 
bUI  to  admit  that  territory  as  a  state,  with  the 
"* — ka  emstitudon.    Hence  the  change  of 
T  on  the  part  of  tlie  House,  in  abandon 


BUI  foaou 
IsnAa  e 


aqual  and  exact  justioe  to  all  the  inhabttaato; 
Onder  existing  ciroumatauoes,  yonr  ■«™ta- 
---  ore  unable  bo  devise  any  maoeuve  wUsb 


oertainlv  acoomplish  ti  

objects  than  tiie  bill  whion  baa  twtoa  pa«nd 
the  Senate,  and  now  only  awuts  the  oomw^ 
renoe  of  the  House  of  RepreeeutatiTee,  wiA 
rhe  approval  of  the  Preeident,  to  beooma  the 


iu  the  atate  movement  with  the  Topeka  ooii   ,  .    . 

BtHOtton,  and  mbstitating  for  it  the  proposidon  j  law  of  the  land. 
tOMo^aniie  the  territory  and  leave  it  in  that  For  these  reasons  your  oommittae  raeoa^ 
eondition,  mast  be  taken  only  as  a  strong  ei-  I  mend  that  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprfr- 
pMaaion  of  a  decided  preference  on  the  port  C'f.  ^ntatives  belaid  on  the  table,  as  a  teat  vole 
■w Hoose  fbr  the  bill  under  oonsideratjon,  an<l  i  m  its  reaction,  inasmuch  as  the  olgeotitaa 
not  eoDeloaive  evidence  of  insuperable  objei-  j  'ipply  to  all  the  leading  features  and  m^orial 
taona  to  a  &ir  bill,  with  prtmer  and  snitable  i  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  render  it  ino^pabla 
goaiantees  againU  i^oad  ana  illegal  voting,  to  of  amendment  without  preparing  an  eatiie 
^"— iie  the  people  o£  Kansas  to  fbrm  a  oon- 1  new  bill. 
D  and  state  gov« '  -^.i?-  "- 


ThebiUw 


lud  on  the  table,  w 
should 
of  the  biU.    The 


TrtUe  the  Senate  bill,  now  pmdiM.befon'  \  li^^t  understanding  that  it  should  be  deeoMd 

thettHise.i8fau-andBnpartialh»airitopro-    .testvoteon  the  ^ectit       ~" 

TMBODo,  with  ample   and   aattsfitotory  safe  ' ,  Qte  was  be  follows  ■— 
•-       •    ■  ■■'      •      j4  fraadnlent voting,      ^^^  ..'.._. 

»  reoi^;auiie  the  tei^  i  /., , ,  "'i 
ikwy  eonbdns  no  sueh  pravisians  and  aSbrdH  j  'uv'"> 
aOMHh  aaanroBoea.  It  leavea  the  qnalifloa-  C^.m 
tbna  of  the  voters  at  the  list  deotion  tiie   n«-^'. 


HBe  as  they  wete  under  the  Kaasaa-NebnAa  kJv'Ic; 
ati.wm  lUi  diftMm»  thu  it  d«ii«^  the  i^^ 


;,-,  .'r.igd,  Bnum,  SiOkr,  Qui,  C^ 

'\l!:iZrw',  J6m,  AnO.  hv*!  Mid,  » 

■r,  wr,giit,  ruim-M. 

niiB.— Ji>wi>.  lu.I  vt  K.  B,  OclUimr.  jFiinrtwi.  W*, 
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On  the  7tb  April,  1856,  the  memorial  of  the 
Seoatora  and  RepresentatiTes  of  the  so-called 
state  of  Kansas,  accompanied  bj  the  constitu- 
tion of  said  state,  adopted  at  Topeka,  praying 
the  admission  of  the  some  into  tne  Union,  was 
presented,  aud  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

Mr.  Grow  of  Pa.,  on  behalf  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  consisting  of 
himself,  Messrs.  Qiddings  of  Ohio,  Granger  of 
N.  Y.,  Pur\iance  of  Pa.,  Morrill  of  Vt.,  and 
Perry  of  Maine,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  Kan- 
sas as  a  state  under  the  Topeka  constitution. 

Mr.  Zoliicofier  of  Tenn.  submitted  a  mino- 
rity report  frum  the  same  committee,  with  a 
biU  providing  for  the  formation  of  a  constitu- 
tion and  state  government,  and  the  admission 
of  Kansas  as  a  state. 

The  bill  of  the  mt^oritr  of  the  committee 
admitting  Kansas  under  the  Topeka  constitu- 
tion, was  rejected  on  the  30th  of  June,  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows : — 


TKML^Meiwn.  AlVripht,  Allimn,  BalL  Barbour,  II»nry 
■flBOett.  KeDHOB,  Billiniebuntt.  IMni^faam,  BiAbop,  Bli««,  Brad- 
flww,  Brenton,  Buffliiton.  Burlingmme,  J.  11.  GampWII, 
LvwU  D.  Campbell^  Bajard  Clarke,  Ksra  Qark,  Clawson. 
09lfiix,Ooaiia8.  (k>vnde.  (^ragin.  Cumbnrk,  Damrell.  Timothy 
,  1m.rU.  Day.  Dean,  Dk  Witt,  Dirk.  Diekmn,  Dodd,  Durfee, 
Bdia.  fowARDA,  Km rie,  Flagler,  tiallo way,  QiddinKfi,  (Hlbert, 
Uraager,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  tlarlan.  Hickman^  Hol- 
hmaj,  Tliuinai  K.  Hort'in,  ValenUne  B.  Hnrton.  Howard, 
llnrBiiton.  Ke1)i»*y,  Kin^c.  Knapp,  Knif^ht,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
K«nkd,  Lvit4»r,  )Utt««on.  McOarty,  Meacham,  Killian 
MUler,  Mill  ward,  Moore.  Morgan.  Morril,  Murray.  Mcholo, 
Andrpw  OllT^r,  IVirker,  Peanv,  Pdton,  Pennington,  I'erry, 
Prttil,  Pike,  Purvlenne.  Robbioa,  Roberta.  Robiaon.  Sahiu. 
8a8««  fepp,  8cntt.  Sbt^rman,  SimmonA,  Spinner,  Stnnton, 
Strtnahan,  Tappan,  Tkoringtnn,  Thumton.  T'tdd,  Tnifton. 
Wada,  Wakeman.  U'alhrldge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  V>  n»h- 
Imm^  Klihu  R.  Wa^tkburne.  Israel  WashbnrDe,  Wataou. 
Wckb,  Wood.  WoodrafT.  \Vr»otlworth.— 106. 

Navh. — Mesan*.  Aiktn,  AlUn,  Barrlay,  BarltttlaJ^,  Bfll, 
Hmdley  S.  Btnndt,  B<Kifrk\  BtMoU,  Bitycf,  Branch,  Bn/okSf 
Bboov,  Burnett,  Cuuiwdader,  .Tohn  1>.  CAMruKix,  Carlu.k, 
(Mr^thtrt,  LXuKit,  HomrU  Onltb,  W{Uiam»>n  Ji.  W.  0»W», 
CbX,  Cruise-,  Cmtr/tml.  (*n,LE7f.  Daridson,  Denver^  DimnUU, 
Domf,  XdmundMrti.  KHi*d,  Ent/lish,  KTH£RiiNi£,  KiTSTid, 
Etajtb,  FhulLntr.  Fiarentv,  Fustkr.  Tlumuu  J.  D.  Fttllrr, 
OnotU,  Grf^nwu/d.  Au;f»Uns  J  full,  3.  MoRRifloN  H^iRRis, 
Bvmpttm  HI  Harris,  Harrihok,  Ha^ev,  Hrrlxrt,  HoFniAX, 
Ormwm.  Jtwttty  (Jenrgt  W.  Jtmra,  J.  Glaney  Jutttt*,  Kritt, 
JuUjf,  Kenxett.  KidwfU,  Lake.  JytAhtr.  Ijndlet,  Lxtmpkin, 
Alkxa^tber  K.  M\R*tn\i.u  Hi'mphret  MARj<nALL.  fiimuH  S. 
Mankma.MueweU.  McMtdUn,  Mcqutm,  Smith  MiUer,MilU*m, 
MoH^rai  fXirrr,  Orr^  I\u:ker,  Paixe,  I\ck^  Phelps^  Porter. 
Ikmoen,  Purtkar,  Quitmnn,  Rexi>t,  Ricaud,  Riters,  Jiujfin, 
JhM<.  Sandidgt,  Ihvftt,  Snoard,  ShorUVy  Sumuel  A.  Smithy 
Waiiam  Swtithj  Wiluam  R.  Kvith.  Sneed,  Htphetu,  Struxirt, 
Bwope,  Tiilbott,  Taylnr,  Trippe.  I.'vperwoot*,  Valk,  HlUker, 
Warner^  Watkiru,  Whrrlrr,  WniryKT,  WiUianUy  Danid  B. 
Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  Zolucofper.— 107. 

Mr.  Barclay  of  Pa.  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  3d  of  July, 
and  carried,  yeas  101,  nays  99. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  carried,  yeas  106,  nays 
107. 

The  vote  is  eo  nearly  lik«  the  other,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  give  it.  It  was  the  same, 
with  the  exception  tliat  several  gentlemen  had 
paired  off,  which  decreases  the  vote  on  both 
aides,  and  Mr.  Barclay  changed  his  vote, 
which,  with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Meacham 
and  Pringle,  w^ho  did  not  vote  before,  but 
iDted  ay  on  this  vote,  carried  the  bill. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill,  preceded 
by  an  extract  from  Mr.  Growls  report  accom- 
panying it : 

"  Why  should  their  present  application  be 
rejected,  and  they  be  forced  to  pass  through 
the  mockery  of  another  election,  under  the 
authority  of  this  territorial  legislature,  and 
tabject  to  another  invasion  of  non-residents  ? 
Immediate  action  is  necessary  in  order  to  pat 
an  end  to  the  strife  in  the  territoiy,  which,  the 
President  informs  us,  threatens  tiie  peace  not 
only  of  Kansas,  bat  of  the  Union. 

''The  representatives  of  freedom  and  of 
slavery,  struggling  for  supremacy,  rally  to  the 
plains  of  Kansas  with  the  implements  of  war 
and  violence.  Is  the  bitterness  engendered 
in  these  conflicts  to  be  allayed,  and  the  dan- 
gers of  bloodshed  to  be  averted,  by.Congrees 
authorizing  the  people  of  the  territory  at 
some  future  time  to  do  what  they  already 
have  the  right  to  do  without  any  such  author^ 
ity?  An  act  of  Congress  authorising  them 
to  form  a  state  constitution  confers  no  right 
that  they  do  not  already  possess,  and  is  no 
redress  of  present  grievances,  or  relief  against 
unjust  and  oppressive  laws. 

"■  The  only  political  question  upon  which  the 
people  of  Kansas  are  divided,  and  the  ^ne 
that  has  caused  all  the  troubles  in  the  territory, 
as  well  as  the  excitement  over  the  whole  counp- 
try,  is  the  existence  of  slavery  within  its 
limits,  and  until  that  question  is  settled,  there 
can  be  neither  peace  in  the  territory,  nor 
tranquillity  in  the  country." 

The  bill  of  Mr.  Grow  was  as  follows : — 
A  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas into  the  Union. 

Whereas  the  people  of  Kansas  have  present* 
ed  a  conptitution,  and  asked  admission  mto  the 
Union,  which  constitution,  on  due  examination, 
is  found  to  be  republican  in  its  form  of  govern- 
ment : 

The  Ist  section  defines  the  boundaries  of 
Kansas. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
state  of  Kansas  shall  be  entitled  to  two  sena- 
tors and  one  representative  in  Congress. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  state  of  Kansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  people  of 
said  state,  through  their  legislature  or  other- 
wise, shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  public  Unds  within  its  limits, 
and  shall  pass  no  law  and  do  no  act  whereby 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to,  and  right  tu 
dispose  of,  the  same  shall  be  impaired  or  quel 
tioned,  or  any  other  restrictions  or  limitationt 
imposed  thereon  than  are  embraced  in  the  fbl- 
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lowing  Motioa  of  this  act ;  and  that  tibey  shall 
nevar  lay  any  tax  or  assessment  of  any  deeorip- 
tion  whatsoever  upon  the  publio  domain  of  the 
United  States ;  and  in  no  case  shall  non-resi- 
dent proprietors,  who  are  oitisens  of  the  United 
iBtates,  he  taxed  higher  than  residdnts ;  and 
that  all  the  navigable  waters  within  the  said 
state  shall  be  common  hLg^ways  and  foreyer 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  state 
as  to  the  oitisens  of  the  United  States,  without 
any  tax,  impost,  or  duty  therefor. 

Sic.  4  And  he  U  /urther  enacted,  That  the 
following  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  offma  to  the  state  of  Kansas  for  the 
&ee  acceptance  or  rejection  by  the  legislature 
0^  said  state,  whicta^  if  accepted  by  the  same, 
shidl  he  obligatory  on  the  United  States  and 
upon  the  state  of  Kansas,  to  wit: 

First.  That  sections  numbered  sixteen  and 
ihir^-six  in  every  township  of  public  lands  in 
siJd  state,  and  wnere  either  or  said  sections, 
or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  sold  or  otherwise 
bera  disposed  o^  other  lands,  equivalent  thereto 
and  as  contiguous  as  may  b«,  shall  be  granted 
in  Bud  state  for  the  use  of  schools. 

ScKSond.  That  seventy-two  sections  of  land 
'flhall  be  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  and 
irapport  of  a  state  university,  to  be  selected  by 
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val  of  the  Ck)mmissioner  of  the  Gleneral  Land 
Office,  and  to  be  appcopriated  and  applied  in 
such  manner  as  uie  legislature  of  said  state 
nay  prescribe  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  but 
for  no  other  purpose. 

Third.  That  ten  entire  sections  of  land,  to 
be  selected  by  the  governor  of  said  state,  in 
legflj  subdivisions,  shall  be  granted  to  said 
state  for  the  purpose  of  completiog  the  public 
buildings,  or  for  the  erection  of  others  at  the 
seat  of  government,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Icffislature  thereof. 

Tourth.  That  all  salt  springs  within  said 
ptate,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  with 
six  sections  of  land  adioining,  or  as  contiguous 
as  may  be  to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  said 
state  for  its  use;  the  same  to  be  selected  by  the 
governor  thereof  within  one  year  after  the 
admission  of  said  state,  and,  wnen  so  selected, 
to  be  used  or  disposed  of  on  such  terms,  con- 
ditions, and  regulations  as  the  legislature  shall 
direct:  Pnmded,  That  no  salt  spring  or  land, 
the  right  whereof  is  now  vested  in  any  indi- 
vidual or  individuals,  or  which  ma;^  be  hero- 
after  confirmed  or  adjudged  to  any  individual 
or  individuals,  shall  by  this  article  be  granted 
to  said  state. 

Fifth.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  sales  of  all  puUio  lands  lying  within  said 
state,  which  shall  be  sold  by^  Uonerees  after 
the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  Union, 
after  deducting  all  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  be  paid  to  said  state,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  public  roods  and  internal  im- 
provements, as  the  legislature  shall  direct 


ThiM  hiU  was  referred  in  the  Senate  to  the 


Committee  on  Territories,  iiom- 


tee  Mr.  Donolas,  on  the  8th  uv  v;jw^t,  *«w, 
reported  back  a  substitute  thertf(»^  liSfi^tbe 


bill  passed  by  the  Senate  and.  seii),.)ci),  tl^e 
House,  for  the  admission  of  Kansas^  ,;^     . ' . 

The  substitute  of  the  conunittea  wi|W.  iidS9|l^ 
ed  on  the  same  day,  by  the  foUoi^nc  ^i^Wr^ 

Adams,  Ikagmrd,  Bb&  «f .' 


AbcMtfMi,  BUdA  anorl  Taxmrnm  of  MmA9^,.^flm^h 
AnaqTi  IRBer,  TkfePd— 8X  . . 

Nam— M6OTa  Ball  of  N«v  Hun^lra,  OdHimMi'  »m%% 

DittkM,  IbMndw,  yu^  Iw^  llal«^  UMDOln*  8fMvdA«» 
tan.  Waited— IS. 

The  vote  on  the  passage  of.  the  '^S^  ss 
amended  was  the  same  as  lAiove^  intk'. 'His  ex- 
ception that  Messrs.  Butier  and  Maajpiiyto 
absent  on  the  second  vote.  /' ./.,.' 

The  bill  was  never  acted  on  by  the  Hswe. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  t^QkOm 
gross  the  following  bills  appertaining  toXsii* 
sas  were  introduceu  in  the  Senate:—^  .|_r^ 

"  A  bill  to  restore  order  and  peace  w1|kaiH 
sas ;*'  "a  bill  supplementarr  to  ' aa  siet  to 
organise  the  territories  of  Nebraska  aaqd  Kan- 
sas,'  and  to  provide  for  the  faithfkl  mkkaHSfiBL 


.  ^^  ,,  ,    of  the  said  act  in  the  territory  of  KaawL  ae- 

the  governor  of  said  state,  subject  to  the  luapro-  cording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaiiiiij^  am- 


of;''  and  an  "amendment  prMioeed ^' Mr. 
Seward,  to  Uie  bill  (S.  172,)  'to  autho^'Oie 
people  of  the  territory  of  Kansas  to  JMi.a 
constitution  and  state  ^vemmeat,  ptitoijAa- 
tory  to  their  admission  into  the  Unkm^'inHn 
they  have  the  requisite  population  ^  ^  and 
"an  amendment'  proposed  by  Mr.  Toombs 
as  a  substitute  for  the  lost  named  bill,  (S. 
172.) 

These  bills,  together  with  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Territories  on  the  12th 
of  March,  to  authority  the  people  of  Kansas 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  govemmeiit, 
preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
were  referred  together  to  the  some  comnuttee. 
On  the  30th  of  .funo,  1856,  Mr.  Douglas,  from 
the  said  committee,  made  a  report  reoom* 
mending  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Toombs's  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  state,  ^. 

This  bill  being  before  the  Senate  on  the  2d 
of  July,  1856, 

Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  moved  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  effect  that,  until  the  territorial 
legislature  acts  upon  the  subject,  the  owner 
of  a  slave  has  no  authority  to  take  his  slava  to 
Kansas  and  hold  him  as  such  thereiBt  that 
every  slave  so  taken  for  the  purpose  of  settie- 
ment  is  free,  unless  there  is  some  valid  afct  of 
a  duly  constituted  Legislative  Assembly  of  said 
territory  under  which  he  may  be  held  as  a 
slave. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  9,  nays  34. 

The  ne^ttive  vote  is  as  follows : — 

Maran.  Adams.  Alkn^  Bayard^  Bnx  of  Tenimw*.  Mnfit' 
min,  Biggt^  BiffUr,  Bright  Brodhtad,  Bmwn^  Out,  ttif^ 
CaiTTBiiDKN,  Dodge,  Ihiwflau,  ESpana,  FUipahrMt,  Otftar^ 
BtmUr^  hfr$im,  Johfiton,  JtmeM  of  Iowa,  MaUerp^  PrqdL  IHigik^ 
JMd,  SeboMlianf  StideOy  Tbompmh  of  Ej.,  Ibonh. 
WUUr,  Wright,  Ttdm, 
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Mr.  Trambull  dien  moved  an  amendment, 
Tnat  the  provision  in  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
net,  declaring  it  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  thereof  not  to  ledslate  slavery  into 
Kansas,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  &c.,  was 
intended  to  and  does  confer  power  upon  the 
people  of  Kansas  through  its  territorial  legis- 
lature to  exclude  slavery  from  said  territory, 
or  to  recognise  and  regulate  it  therein. 

Mr.  Benjamin  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
^mmdment,  **  subject  only  to  the  Constitution 
M'  the  United  States,"  which  was  adopted. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected, 
Teas  11,  nays  34.  The  nays  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Meanm,  Adams,  Bayard^  Bet\jaminj  Dlggi^  BigUr,  Bright^ 
BindKead.  Brown,  CbM,  Clay,  C&rrTSNDBif,  Dodnt^  Douglas, 
3tmnt,  FiUpatrkkt  Oeyery  Hunter,  Ivertony  jMnton^  Jones 
of  la^  MaUory,  Mason^  Pratt,  Pugh,  Rcid,  Sebastian,  SlicUll, 
Stuarty  Thompson  of  Ky^  ToomJbs,  Ibuwy,   Wdlery  Wr^ht, 

Mr.  Trumbull  introduced  an  amendment 
nullifying  all  the  laws  of  the  territorial  logis- 
lAture  of  Kansas,  and  prohibiting  any  persons 
from  holding  office  under  the  authority  thereof. 

Rejected,  yeas  11,  nays  36. 

Tsah— MeMTs.  Bell  of  New  nampchlre,  Collamer,  Darkee, 
F«Menden,  Foot,  Foet«r,  Uale,  SowAnl,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
and  Wllmn. 

Nays  the  same  as  negative  vote  in  last 
amendment,  with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Allen 
and  Bell  of  Tenn. 

Mr.  Clayton  introduced  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  no  law  shall  be  in  force  in  said 
territory  tending  to  interfere  with  the  principle 
of  the  organic  act,  which  leaves  the  people  free 
to  regulate  their  own  domestic  institutions,  or 
which  prohibits  them  from  a  free  discussion 
of  their  institutions  and  interests,  or  whereby 
for  affirming  or  denying  the  existence  of,  or 
propriety  of,  prohibiting  or  admitting  slavery 
m  tlie  said  territ<.)ry,  be  visited  or  threatened 
with  any  penalty  or  punisliment.  Prohibiting 
a  test  oath  from  being  required  from  any  officer ; 
insuring  trial  by  jury,  as  at  common  law,  and 
qualification  of  jurors  according  thereto  ;  pro- 
hibiting the  pre-payment  of  a  tax  as  a  qualifi- 
cation for  a  juror;  preventing  Indians  not 
rocognised  by  treaty  from  voting,  and  prevent- 
ing prosecutions  for  treason,  unless  it  be  for 
h'vying  war  against  the  United  Stat^^s,  or  of 
adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort. 

Carried,  yeas  40,  nays  3. 

The  negative  vote  being  Messrs.  Brown, 
FltzpatricK,  and  Mason. 

Mr.  Collamer  moved  an  amendment.  That, 
umil  the  people  of  the  said  territory  shall  form 
a  state  government,  slavery  therein,  except 
fur  crime,  shall  be  prohibited.  Provided 
always,  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
Sjune,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  state,  such  furtive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyea  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  service  or  labor  as  afore- 
said. 

Yeas  10,  nays  35. 

The  affirmative  vote  is  as  follows :  Messrs. 


Bell,  Collamer,  Fessenden,  Toot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Seward,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Several  other  amendments  were  offered, 
when  the  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows : — 

Ybas.— MHivw.  AVen.  Bayard.  Bkll  of  Tenn^  Benjamin 
Biggs,  BigleVy  Bright^  BntdJiead,  Brvton,  Cass.  Clay,  Ctamx 
DKN.  Douglas,  Eraiis,  Fitzpatrick;  Geyer,  Huvt^r,  heeraoss 
Jf)hnson,  Jones  of  la.,  Mallory,  l*rati,  l*ugh,  Beid,  iSebagUcm, 
SiidflL  Sfuftrt,  THOupsosr  of  Ky.,  TbumbSf  Tbuoey,  IVUIer, 
Wn'ghty  Vulee. 

Nath.— MeM^nt.  Bell  of  N.  IT.,  0>llamer,  Dodae,  Darkee, 
FesMDden,  Foot,  Foeter,  Hale,  Seward,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilfiou. 

The  only  action  ever  taken  upon  this  bill  in 
the  House,  except  to  print  it,  may  be  seen 
from  the  following  proceedings  therein  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1856. 

ADMISSION  OF  KANSAS. 

Mr.  Dunn.  I  ask;  now,  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  to  take  up  from  the  Speaker's  table 
Senate  bill  No.  356,  entitled  an  "Act  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Kansas 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government, 
preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states." 
I  ask  to  have  it  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  question  at  this  time ;  and  I 
will  state  to  gentlemen,  that  if  the  rules  be 
suspended,  or  if  no  objection  be  made  (as  I 
trust  there  will  not  be),  I  will  at  once  propose 
to  strike  out  the  Senate  bill  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  insert  an  amendment  of  which  I 
gave  notice  some  days  ago,  and  which  has 
been  printed  and  laid  on  the  table  of  members. 

Mr.  Matteson  objected. 

Mr.  Dunn.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, so  that  the  bill  may  be  taken  up  and 
considered  at  this  time,  for  tlie  purpose  I  have 
named ;  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  tor  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  there  were— 
yeas  102,  nays  73  ;  as  follows : — 

YEAd. — MfMTs.  Aiken,  Allien.  Ball.  BirksdaJt,  Bdl,  Hen- 
ry Bennot,  Ilrntlley  S  Benndt,  BIllinKhur^t,  Biahop,  Ehranek, 
BuTTiett,  Lewifl  I).  Campbell,  Qiritthrrs,  Qiskie.  HoweU  CM, 
WiUiamson  JR.  IV.  OMt,  Cox,  O-aige,  Crawford,  CmXElf, 
Dai'idson,  IIrnrt  Winter  Davw,  Day.  Pujin,  Iklmundson, 
Edwari»s,  EUititt.  English,  Eostis,  Flormoe,  Foster,  Themaa 
J.  D.  Fullrr,  Ulddlngn.  G^mxU,  (irfnnjo<t)iL  J.  Morrmov  HaKt 
Ris,  Sampsom  W.  Unrris,  Thmnas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Ua< 
TEN,  HuFFXAtf,  ValeoUoe  B.  Ilorton,  IfofuUm,  JcwtU,  Oeorgt 
W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jonfs,  KidtceJl,  Lumphin,  liuMPmutT 
MAR.XUALL,  Samufl  S.  At-trshail,  Maxwell,  McMullin.  Me»- 
rham,  Klllian  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MiVsim,  MooRX,  Morrill, 
Mott,  NicliolH.  Peck,  Pfielpf,  I'oktkr,  Pnwdl,  Priogle,  Pum- 
TEAR,  Quitman,  Ueadb,  Keady.  Kicacd,  Uitchie,  Bivos, 
Ruffin,  Sabin,  SaKe,  Savage,  Scott,  Scwani,  iiherman,  SimtuA 
A.  Smith,  Wm.  Smith,  Wiluasi  R.  Smith,  S.need,  Stanton, 
Stephem,  Stewart,  Stranabao,  Swope.  Tcdbatt,  Thorinitton, 
Trippe,  Tynon.  U?(druw<»d,  rci»7.  Valk.  Warner,  Wc^cins, 
WiUiams,  Winslow,  Danid  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wrightt  ZoL- 

UCOPPER. — ll)*2. 

Nats^ — Meitsra.  Barbonr,  Bonwn,  Bi^hnp.  Bingham,  Blin, 
Bowie,  Brad.4haw,  Brenton,  Broom,  BufBnLun.  Burlingame, 
Carulb,  Chaffer,  OawsoD,  Colfax,  Oniins.  CoTocIe,  Cnwin, 
Cumback,  Damrell.  Dickson.  Dodd.  I)urfr«,  Emiie,  Flagtor, 
Galloway,  Gilbert,  Gnmirar.  Grov.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
UoUoway,  Thomns  R.  Ilorton,  Htighston,  Kolwy,  King. 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Lake,  Leitmr,  Matt«fmi, 
McCartY,  Morgan,  Norton,  Andrew  OliTer,  Parker,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  PorTianoe,  Bobbins,  Sapp,  Sftorter,  SImmonB. 
Spinner,  Tappan,  Thnr^ton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Wade,  Wai* 
bridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Klihu  B.  Waali- 
bume,  iRrael  Wanhburne,  Watson,  Welch,  HcsUi,  WhltMj. 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodworth.— 73. 


THE  KOinOAL  nXEMXIK. 


On  ll>»  lOlh  of  Hanh,  18H,  •  iMohidtti  i 
bung  bcdbM  the  Hoom  to  •mnonrar  the  Com- 
niHM  OD  Eleotiana  to  mid  Ibr  pcnona  wui 
WMM  ii^dia  Kaiuu  Oontestod  Bbetion  ««•«-. 
Mr.  Dmm  of  Indiaiut  moved  ao  anwndment. 
«Ueh  «M  adofited,  proTiding  for  a  ooBunit- 
tae  of  three  membera  of  tha  ^niM  to  ^rooea] 
to  Kaaaaa,  and  maka  a  thorough  iDTeabgatJon  I 
of  all  matton  oatmeotadthenwith,  and  repi»t ' 
all  tha  erideooe  ooUeoted  to  the  Honae. 

On  Om  24tli  of  Haroh,  1868,  the  Speaker 
aiipnatad  tite  Ibllowing  gentlemen  the  wm- 
mhtae^-Mawn.  LewU  D.  OampbeU  of  Ohk.  i 

Mr.  Oimpbell  •ftamidi  dndlnid,  ud  Hi.  I      '!*■  ^  "  *•  «*  staAon  hjM  MU 


nittumt  a  new  oeneni,  a  aMngBBl  aM^'WH- 
(CDonled  alaotioa  law,  Aa  MlaSatmiit  jnar- 
tia!  Jodgef,  and  the  preaenoa  of  ?id|ad  flliilib 
trLKipa  ^ererrplaeeof  elaotiaiL. 

ij^tiu  That  theTarioiu  elNtioMltaM^ 
1  lie  paople  of  tha  territory,  pnlliaiuiy  WM 
frirination  of  the  etaie  gnTWTi»Mit.  han  >■<■ 


ua  of  eaid  eieationi,ambodiea  awiUdl 
ritj  of  the  people. 


The  e 


Mded  to  Kanaaa  and   ' 


&a  ttttiatooj, 
Nbmittad  to  the  Home }  that  of  tiie  m^orit; 
of  the  oommiHea,  Heeare.  Howard  and  Sher- 
iaan,antha2dof  Jnly,  and  that  of  the  mino- 
1%,  Mr.  OUrer,  <»  the  11th  of  Jalj,  1853, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Eleotions. 

It  would  be  a  Heoseleu  waste  of  space  to 
attonpt  either  to  oondenee  the  reporta  or  the 
taetimonT  into  a  form  admisaible  into  this 
work.  Nothing  abort  of  the  entire  story  wonld 
■atw^,  and  that  would  oocnpj  a  yolome  twioc- 
the  uae  uf  thia.  The  detMla  are  ao  ansatde- ; 
&atOT7  and  ao  oontradiotorr,  that,  eren  if  il 
waa  poaiible  to  embiMO  them  herun,  th^ 
WDold  oonfoM  rather  than  enlighten. 

Kie  m^ority  report  reached  the  fallowing 
oonclnsion* : — 

Krit.  That  each  election  in  the  territory, 
held  under  the  organic  or  alleged  territorial 
law,  has  been  carried  b^  organized  inTasion 
fh>m  the  state  of  Minonn,  by  which  the  people 
of  the  territory  have  been  prevented  from  ei- 
ereiaing  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the 


Ml  a  plnrslitT  of  the  legal  votoa  aaa^  anl 
dnly  elected  each  de%ml«,  aa  MJM  ^ 


till'  majority  report 
^<«oond.  That  the 
'lally  conetitnted  body,  and  had  poww 


and.  That  the  alleged  territorial  legiela- 

-Rs  an  iUsgally  constituted   bodv,  and 

}  power  to  pose  Talid  laws,  ana  their 

leuta  are  therefore  noil  and  roid. 

Third.  That  these  alleged  laws  have  not,  as 

a  nneral  thing,  been  used  to  protect  persons 

ana  property,  and  to  pouiah  wrong,  bnt  for 

nnlawfiil  purposes. 

Fourth.  That  the  election  nnder  which  the 
sitdng  delegate,  John  W.  Whitfield,  holds  bis 


law,  and  that  it  shoul  .   ._  .  _„ _ 

the  expression  of  the  choice  of  those  reeiaent 
ratiiens  who  Toted  for  him. 

Fifth.  That  the  election,  nnder  which  the 
eontesting  delegato,  Andrew  H.  Reedor,  claims 
his  seat,  was  not  held  in  pursnance  of  law, 
and  that  it  should  be  regwded  only  as  the 
expression  of  the  resident  citiieaa  who  votad 
for  him.  i 

ffixth.  That  Andrew  H.  Reader  received  a  ' 
neater  aomber  of  TOtee  of  resident  citiiens  ! 
dian  John  W.  Whitfield,  fbr  delegate. 

Senputh.  That  in  the  preaent  condition  of  I 


'hat  the  temtoiial  MstataM  «n 
1  ud  poww  t^ 
Ttuid  laws,  and  their  i 
thiTflfore  valid. 

I  lurd.  That  these  laws.  wh«i  appealaft  tai 
li.'iui  )>een  used  for  the  protaetMB  pf  filiy 
lihi'tty,  sndpropnly,  andforthemwnlMHMt 
I  111'  hit  and  order  in  the  territory. 
I  r^iurth.  That  the  election  nnder  wfaieh  IW 
-huag  delegate,  John  W.  Whitfield,  waa UU, 
wii-.  in  pnrsuanoe  of  valid  law,  and  ihoali^lM 
i-i—iirded  as  a  valid  election. 

1  Ifth.  That  as  eud  Whitfield,  at  aiM  «!•»■ 
tion,  recmved  a  larn  number  of  legal  voMf 
without  opposition,  ne  was  duly  elected  aafr 
d«I(!j^te  to  this  body,  and  is  entitled  to  a  aeat' 
nil  this  floor  aa  snch. 

Sixth.  That  the  election  rnder  which  IIm 
<  I  minting  del^ate,  Andrew  H.  Header,  olafana 
1 1 1  n  ."^eat,  was  not  held  under  any  law,  bat  in 
t'<iiii«mptuous  disregard  of  all  law;  aitd  that 
il  .-liould  only  be  regarded  as  the  expreaaion 
of  11  band  of  malcontenla  and  rerolntioniBta, 
mil  irongequenUy  should  be  wholly  diaresart- 
.Hllf  the  House.        . 

^'venth.  As  to  whetbw  or  not  Andmr  H. 
Rcoiler  received  a  greater  number  of  votae  of 
refiirlent  citiiens  on  the  9th,  than  J.  W.  Whit- 
field did  on  the  1st  of  October,  1855,  no  teati< 
mouj  was  taken  by  the  committee,  so  lai  aa 
t)io  andersigned  knows,  nor  is  it  material  ti> 
the  issue. 

Oil  the  24th  of  July,  1856,  Mr.  Washborae 
prrsnnted  a  majority,  and  Mr.  Stephana  of 
( 1  rorgia,  a  minority,  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee i)n  Elections  on  tne  Kansas  Conteatad 
Kloi^tion  case.  Mr.  Washburn*  oonelndM 
wilh  the  followine  resolutions : — 

R<  solved,  That  John  W.  Whitfield  is  not  ai>- 
tit!>'<I  to  a  seat  in  tbe  House  as  a  delegate  ftom 
till'  isrritory  of  Kansas. 

K'«olved,  That  Andrew  H.  Reeder  be  md- 
iFiitttd  to  a  seat  on  this  floor  aa  a  delegat* 
fr-iiii  the  territory  of  Kansas. 

Tfie  reeolutioDs  were  brought  to  a  vote  in 
tlif  llonse  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1866. 

Tlie  flrat  resolntion,  declanng  Mr.  WhitMf 


nXRASBJiABD  KAITSAS. 


8S8 


sM  to  be  mtitled  to  %  iMt,  wm 
■ud  naji  as  folltnrB  : — 
Tut^Hcam  Albrlebt,  Alllaira,  Bi 

Braatoo.  Bbwhi,  BuOlnhiii,  Jiihh  II. 

CimpbelL  Clultai,  Km  Clwk.  CIswi 

flvnih  CngiB,  Cuntiuk,  Dkmnll,  Di 

Ihnni,  Durfee,  KdhL  Kiwiu*.  Emria 

Vnua.  OiIlowiiT,  gMdlngc  Ollbart.  Q 

B.  Hill,  HhIw,  Duuhk,  Hits 

tbOBH  R.  lliirtoii.V^sDiliH  B-IId 

KlDf,  Kupp,  KDlEta^  KDaKltoo,  ..„»..  »...,.....,  .^»,,  ,  ,-,.,-.• 

lbs.  MattaoB,  HcCutr,  Ktuiu  Hiiirr,  Mociu,  Um^n, '  peTSOD  Of  peraoQs  charg«d  With  treOBOD  BgaiiKi 

S??.?'  IK.''-*i.^J!LJl°""^'^,7,^j_'^^y'J'  /^'  .the  United  States,  and  all  criminal  pnwecu- 


carmd  by  jeu  '  pTDpriktionB  fbr  Kansu,  on  wUch  ft  Mptnto 
;  TOts  had  been  asked : — 

hrotay,  I  Provided,  That  the  money  hereby  appro- 
'^^ji'  priated  shall  not  be  drawn  from  tJie  treaanry, 
comiu!  or  any  part  thereof,  aad  the  same,  or  any  part 
^^^A  I  thereof,  shall  not  be  paid  out  of  any  other 
'Rotwrt  I  iippropriation  made  by  CougresB,  until  all 
"nnj,  criminal  prosecutions  now  pendinf^  in  any 
territory  of  Kansas  against  any 


ID,  IZu^b«toD,  Xtlny,  . 


Tbnjoglon, 

WakaBU.  WaJhrMga,  Wildt 


)Tni  Hoberti,  Sibin,  sV  s4ip;  .''ons  by  information  or  indictment  aniiM 

"j/EI?™!  s^"**",".  I^pp",  '  any  person  or  persona  for  an j  alleged  violatioB 

.*?^A  ..*^'.\       ^    or  disrALrard  of  thft  nrofeuiod  1a ws  of  ■.  hfiilT 


miU,  Womn,  wmiami,  Wood,  Wtx 


Boeovt,  fiffleit.  /friyf%  BruiKhy 

CUPUU.  Clltuu,  (HmClcn.  lowv.  nwieu  u 

tm  R.W.  O/iL,  Coi,  On^K.  Cnimflird.  CuU.1 


■,    On-,  JV1-,   Flidpt.  Pmtm,  rtima, 

f,  &1Bdh£^   9xr<ige,  ^iMrd.  ShorUr, 

wan,  nMna.  Jiiyhr.  TRiFrE.'unDEH- 
.  Wanrr,  WMim.  mndaa,  Danid  B. 

Tbe  second  resolution,  declaring  Sir.  Reeder 
to  he  entitled  to  a  seat,  waa  rqectcd  by  joas 
and  najB  as  fullows :" 

lus.— HHfn.  AJbriiht,  AINnn,  Bu-honr.  Buclij.  Henrr 
BiBDall,  Beunm,  lUlliunLiurK.  Illli.  Ondihiiv.  Bnnton, 
Batlntcm,  J(nw*  It.  Cwipbill,  ChuflK.  liin  Clark,  Clav- 
■DO,  GdMIh  OmiliB.  CUTudfl,  Ctb)(1ii,  Cumfaank.  i>aiarvlj« 
Dh,  Umu,  Diub,  DIckioD.  Uwld,  Uurbs,  Edie.  Emrle,  riiulcr. 
Oallovay,  OMdlneii.  UUInrt  Om*,  Rntivrt  K.  Hall,  lUrJsu, 

Koisht.  inDwIUn,  Kaoi.  Kunk<'L>lt</'r!  Mrli-^'Malh^^ 
Mccarty,  KlUlan  Mlllir,  Morgan,  MotrUI.  Mtll.  Nl<^bi>la, 
NorUm,  Andnv  Oliver,  Parker,  P^ltno,  IVrrr,  Feltit.  Pike, 
Prtngla.  pBTTlina,  HobMnii,  KoherU.  BaMn.  ^sk^.  ^pp. 
filianiiaiL  £ploDer,  fftranahaa,  Tappaa,  ThorLnztoii.  Tburt- 
ton.  Todd,  frafton,  Wade,  Wakeman.  Wall.rilm,  Walilron, 
Ovloaladar  C.  WaKhhunie,  KLIha  B.  'Wanhbnmo.  Iweol 
Wai4itnuns,  WaUoo,  Wdcta,  Wood,  WonilniE,  Waadaortfa. 

B^tifU^  Bucock,  Bitwif,  Bty^/ct,  Bimhc/i.  foooii,  JitrntU,  Cad- 
Wiluder,  Joujr  P.  CiUPOaLL,    LnrU  D.  Canipbiill,  CjiRULk, 

On.  Omgi,  Omm/mi.  CciJJS,  Dondimi.  iliiRi  WiBTia 


.uii.  >,  ....^.....uc  disregard  of  the  professed  laws  of  a  body 

IB.  Waimn,  Wairii'    of  men  who  asaembled  at  the  Shawnee  Mi»- 

rnii,  WoodwottiL—   gjo^   j]j   gJ^i^  territory,   claiming  to  be  the 

HniiBqii&mKB,    Leeisiative  Asaembly  of  the  said  territory, 

'^T?'/'S5''i£S'  *"■   '''^'  ^^  dismissed  by  the  court ;  and  eve^ 

mvi^,    P<"«oi  '*"■  '*•  c  ™ay  b*.  restrained  of  hw 

Bugiitii,    liberty  by  reason  of  such  prosecution  or  pro- 

isI^m™  w.    '^""t'oi'i  BiiBil  be  released  from  coDfinemeot 

■hils,  Uauimi.        The  yeas  and  uaya  were  called  for,   and 

ii^rr,  Limtir,    ardared. 

'm^^M^  I     "^^^  question  was  taken,  and  it  woe  decided 

in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nnys  G9,  as   fol- 


n.  KlIchlB,  K: 


itcl/uUen, 
Orr,  Pax, 


I^tBDlBnaa,  /-Wpi, 

Bauu,  KUDT.  Hti^kliD.  AicAardam.  Kllchla,  KITU3.  K^gin. 
Mtut,  Smdidgr,  Straat,  groU,  Avord.  S/uirltr,  BlmmuiiB, 
Arnvl  A.  Snilh.  Willlani  BmOk.  WlLUtH  B.  SattB,  Shud. 
XrphBU,  SItiBart.  Olratt.  IblML  Tbylor,  TaiFri,  TlHm. 
I'luiawinu.  Tjii.  Vau.  Wittw,  Hiimrr,  ICuttiiu,  (Prili. 
WHriirT.  WiUi.iml.  Winlima,  Daniel  B.  Wr^lO,  J<ilm  V. 
Wrighl,  EOUJCWPBL— tia. 

On  (ho  6th  of  Aupist,  1854,  the  Logisla^ 
tive.  Executive,  and  Judicial  Appropriation 
Bill  beinj;  belure  the  Uouse,  tiie  following 
votes  were  had  relative  to  tlie  judiciary  of 

The  Ilouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  as  a  proviso  to  the  ap- 


r.  Alhrlnbt.  A] 


1,  Batlnar.  Bar«] 


'1,  LalUi, 


\K},K\ 


LlDghunt. ,  _._. 

jiD.JainH  H.  C*npbell.CtkaRM,Kiia 
.  Comlna.  COTOde.  Cntrin,  Cuaback, 
Dodd,  DurfM,  Kmria,  >lagler,  Oallo- 
n.  Grow.  UailiD.  lloUoaar,  HDKb- 
aou.  Kulgbt.  Knowllon,  Knol.  Kuo- 

...  ScC^lj-.   KlIILaii   lllller.  MIHwaid, 

nnr«an,  HorrUI,  Hott,  Uurraj,  NocIbd,  Aodraw  ollrv, 
l^rker,  Peant,  PtlloD,  PenolnfrtoD,  Perry,  PeUlC,  Plka, 
FMnElx.  PurilaoM.  Rllfhla.  KobhlDa,  Rolierta.  Sabln.  Kapii, 
^rinaii,£jinnionB- ^Dner,  Slaatoii,  BtraaaliaD,  Tainaii, 
tVidd,  Wade.  Walbrklpe,  Cadoalader  C.  WaidiliurDn.  EUba 


OntuwrniUtm, , „  ., 

TeiiTat  tf.  Jena.  J.  ataticg  J-ta,  KnU,  XeBf,  KidmO, 
lelchrr,  Lu^-in.  Iliwpiiin'  HiaiBAU.  Ssmutt  k  JfOniikalL 
MOzwB,  McMvain.  .<hiiU  MOItr.  Mianm.  Hooti,  PUdf, 

Simli'it.  SiiBagr.  Sncard,  Sharlrr,  WMfam  Snilth  Hms, 

m^rl  Ii'a0ii«..  WitT-tt.  iria«™.,°iF.iiil«F,  Aaniel  b\ 
Wfi(iU,Jolin  V.  IVriglU,  Zoujoina.—m. 

The  next  amendment  was   rend,  as  fol- 

Add  to  the  clause  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  Ac.,  the  following ; — 

Provided,  however.  That  no  part  of  the 
money  hereliy  appropriated  shall  be  expended 
for  prosei^uting  or  detaining  any  peraon  or 
persons  charged  with  treason,  or  any  other 
political  offence  in  the  territory  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Phelps  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  afErmative — yeas  82,  nays  6<^ 
IS  follows : — 

Ttin.— Mnn*.  AlbriiAt,  Altbnn.  Ball,  Barbmr,  Banian 
flsnry  Bvnuelt.  Beoann,  Dltlliijfbanl,  Dllii«,  Bradtbavr 
dn-iiun.  Ruffiiilon.  Janice  il.  Campbell,  ChaSH,  biB 
cnuk.  CI»Hin.  CnlfBi,  dinilni.  Coiode,  Ciagtn.  Cnmhaak, 
Daniivll.  Dho,  Mck.  Dodd.  tlvii.'',  Bmrla,  Ftafln',  OUOan 
Onnm,  Gi«>,  Harlan,  H/ctwKtt.  HullowaT,  ValeDttDTb. 
Hortna,  HuEbitnn.  Keteec.  Klni[.  Knlehl,  KikiwIIod,  Eatt- 
lel.  Halfinn.  HcCanr.  Klllbn  SUIIar.  MlUwatd.  Xrma, 
UwtUI,  Uou,  Xaitwj,  KurtOB,  Andraw  OUtw,  ttAn, 


fBI  tOUTKAL  ■BUX-MOK. 


l£aJE:te.&«!aS%S£S£^iinMS£      ^»  thmSm  mm.  thai 

5EJsr»E2i^Sl2£2^1aS^^I£2^SK  »«»«■  wd  N.bnwku  Bill,  w  it  u*  Ml 

i^Aoo,  V*di.H«IMia!,Cidn]2w0.irnbbDnH,lEliku   which  Congreu  nfiiMil  to  cuaot  anj  pr 
a^^Aw  bml  WMhbarM.  WUm,  Wood,  Woo*    ;„  relation  to  ilaTOry,  cilhpr  K)  estttLlit 


that  the  celebrated 
oaLlcd.  in 
_  pruripioD 
irr,  oilhrr  ti)  estuLlisb  it  or 
abolUh  it,  uid  rnpeslii)^  su  much  of  die  9ti»- 
Bouii  Compromise  a<  [irufei^sed  hi  IpgisUte 
upoa  Qie  inbject  by  l-'>>iigri>sH,  vras  in  strii:t 
conformity  to  tiia  pro\  isiiine  of  tlie  Coiutitu- 
lion  of  the  United  Statca,  and  the  treaty  uT 
cession  made  with  France." 


llT.TO»,  on  i»li»»»,  bei^th.  .u.  •.  J?,.'^"  ™    """'?  ''°«»«'»  >»  >ffl 

ihat  on  the  Inrt  amenomenL  with  the  eicep-      ir'.,.       -n  l  >  j •    •■  .v    j L 

aos  of  Hun.  B«i>su  of  S.  Y.,  ml  IK..?  J™"  '  ™  ^f^^P  ''  ""^"".SH^ 

Kuwv,  Loitar,  uid  TvuD.  ■  may  giTO  me  rtrength  »d  <Wmj,  Iwffl  ^ 

Th.  foiiowiog  »iioi.,  oo  th.  K»™».N«-  r™™f"„,?f'^tl'i=;sssS£ 

.      ,    _.,,      .  J ,_  i    £_     ii  p        ,j>  ^  ^"  Boleinnly  awom  to  ■npport  the  Oaiaalli 

hroAn  Bill,  uid  to  be  from  the  pen  of  one  of  y^^  ^j  (j,^  p„[(^  gj^j^  ^j^  ffiaehMM  ilw 

the   soundest  constitntional   lawyars  of  tha  duties  u  Gk)TBrnor  of  Kansas  with  fiS^. 

.1...  .»  n 1 — :^  ^  presented  in  mch  a  By  reference  to  the  Act  for  the  o"  —"■*— 


judges  in  eyerf  state  shall  be  bound  thereby,       *  '»'*™'  *°^,  ^»I«»"°;  - 

inytiiing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  ""  °^^f  ,?f^  ^".  ?«*"'*?  H.y_  reasonable 

rtMe  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.'  P%T'«*-'^  FrT'"*"!  T  1^"*'';"?^^ 

Slarerj  existed  iiLouUiana  when  it  was  a  ""1  benefi^al.    If  this  act  has  been  dut»rted 

n         ■-'.i..                ^.11  to  unwnrtliv  niiTTMippfl.  it  ih  nnt  the  fnnlt  nr  itn 


,„^ 30th  day  of  March,  1854,  I  flnd  _, 

"Tho  Coouilotmi  of  tho  Cnitod  SUOv,  ."9'«    P,"""';,'"'' u''"'°*^V  *^£»«!  *£ 

Ariioh.  6,  Soo.  2.  dioh>i.t  that  •  thi.  Con^-  *"?.„■  ""    ^  J^'  oaro  that  Ih.  Ton  I. 

taUoa  aid  th.  law.  of  tho  Dmlod  StUaa  '"««"&  "«»•*■'    ..     _  ...  ^„       . 

whioh  ,haU  b.  ™do  lo  p™»oo.  U»i«,t  ThaCSnaWufonof  th.  ttuMd  SlM.  »i 

«ai  aU  tmti«  mad.  o,  .hioh  ahJl  1.  mad;  ?•  "{^".Hf'^'"  "S^."?'  »ill  h.  lW«. 

cudn  tho  «.lhoritj  of  th.  UoM  Slata,  '7  "I"*  '  "■"  >»  ««"'•*  "■  "f  .i«»lin 

■hall  b.  tb.  Buprome  law  of  tho  land,  and  tho  '*'*.■                                            _•     j     _. 

i„d~  »  ..or?  .tat.  .hall  b.  louod  th.r.by,  *  '"''^^  "^,  d»I>™»?at.  .sunmatlon  of 

.  th.  «.B,titolion  or  low.  of  any  ""  "Sr"? ,"'  •"''.  »»"'J  any  raojaabl. 

,    -..    .      I-      .           -'  nernon  that  Ihe  nrovisinna  are  eminently  jniit 
ds  been  dittorted 

On  th.  30th  day  of  ApA  1803,  a  t/oatj  P^™™-   ?h.  g^at  leadrng  ftjtore  of  that 

wa.  mad.  b.t™n  Fmnc,  and  tb.  UnilJ  "'  "  "'•.  Z^     £'"'!  K    i^S  .T°.  2? 

Slatn,  ™itag  lb.  t.mtory  of  Loni.iaia  to  acta,  and  Jo»o/J.  inh.h.t.ntt  of  th.,l.m. 

tho  Utl«r,  th.  third  .B1.1.  if  .hloh  U  m  tb.  ?7     .'"  'J"  "™'f  °'  "frj^'Jf";;  ^ 

a,n„„;„„'     _,„  determine  for  themBGlrea  what  shall  bo  Uieir 

fbUowmg  -.ni, :  „„  j,^^^;^  In.tltotion.,  .ubjeet  ool,  to  tb. 

J£S^"i:»K"Si""i"!SM'!l:a,"::!  Conetimlion  and  the  low,  doly  enaited  by 

■iiiBitudu  Boa u po*ai)iis, nfsortiin);  to ihn priocipisn or  Conzregs  under  it."     The  people,  accnstiirooa 

S''taSi2ld'ta°''"7u*'V'i'u^"^"rfitou  itoaaui'*'  •"  self-govemmont  in  the  states  from  whence 

uiLtD*^  nMD  ume,  ih«T  ^T^  Di>iDtiU°Bd  ud  pn-  they  came,  and  bavins  removed  to  this  tarri- 

tHtoi  In  tb*  (rtB  »D,iojinmi  of  ui*ir  uinrtj,  farptrij,  ud  tory  with  the  bona  Me  intention  of  maUng 

Om  nugton  wwd.  ih.j  pnrfwa.-  jj  ^^^  fjjj,^^  residence,  were  supposed  to  be 

The  territory  of  Louisiana  embraced  all  the  capable  of  creating  their  own  municipal  giv 

territory  now  included  in  the  states  of  Louisi-  vemment,  and  to  be  (he  best  judges  of  their 

ana,  Arkansas.  Missouri,  and  Iowa,  and  the  own  local  neccBsities  and  institutions.     This 

territories  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Hinne-  is  what  is  termed  "  popular  soverei^ty."     By 

eota.     So  lon^  as  any  portion  of  this  territory  this  phrase  we  simply  mean  the  nght  of  the 

remained  territory,  and  had  not  been  erected  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  several  states 

into   a  state,   Congress   could    pass  no  law  and   territories,   being  qualified   electors,   to 

abolishing   slavery   in   such    territory — they  regulate  their  own  domestic  concerns,  and  to 

had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  subject.  uu^e  their  own  municipal  laws.    Thus  nn- 

When   any  portion  of   that  territory  was  derstood,  this   doctrine  underlies   the  whola 

erected  into  a  state,  the  state  eo  erect«d  be-  system  of  republican  government.     It  is  the 

eame  a  municipal  goTcrament,  and  having  great  right  of  self-government  to  which  oar 

jarisdiution  of  the   subiect,  could   aboli^  ancestors,  in  Ihe  stormy  days  of  the  T«TDll^■ 

slavery,  if  they  chose ;  but  do  other  power  tion,  pledged  "  their  lives,  their  fbrtnnos.  wid 

lud  anj  right  so  to  do.  their  sacred  honor." 
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A  doctrine  so  omlnently  jast  should  receive 
the  willing  homage  of  every  American  citizen. 
When  legitimately  expressed  and  duly  ascer- 
tained, the  will  of  the  majority  must  be  the 
imperative  rule  of  civil  action  for  every  law- 
abiding  citizen.  This  simple,  just  rule  of 
action,  has  brought  order  out  of  chaos,  and 
by  a  progress  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  has  made  a  few  feeble  infant  colo- 
nies a  giant  confederated  republic. 

No  man,  conversant  with  the  state  of  affairs 
now  in  Kansas,  can  close  his  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  much  civil  disturbance  has  for  a  long 
time  past  existed  in  this  territory.  Various 
reasons  have  been  assigned  for  tnis  unfortu- 
nate condition  of  affairs,  and  numerous  reme- 
dies have  been  proposed. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  have  ignored  the  claims  of  both  gentle- 
men claiming  the  legal  ri^ht  to  represent  the 
£eople  of  this  territory  in  that  body.  The 
Topeka  constitution,  reco^ised  by  the  House, 
has  been  repudiated  by  the  Senate.  Various 
measures,  each,  in  the  opinion  of  its  respective 
advocates,  suggestive  of  peace  to  Kansas,  have 
been  alternate^  proposed  and  rejected.  Men 
outside  of  the  territory,  in  various  sections  of 
the  Union,  influenced  by  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves,  have  endeavored  to  stir  up  in- 
ternal strife,  and  to  array  brother  agains*^ 
brother.  In  this  conflict  of  opinion,  and  for 
the  most  unworthy  purposes,  Kansas  is  left  to 
Buffer,  her  people  to  mourn,  and  her  prosperity 
is  endangered. 

Is  there  no  remedy  for  these  evils  ?  Cannot 
the  wounds  of  Kansas  be  healed  and  peace  be 
restored  to  all  her  borders  ? 

Men  of  the  North — men  of  the  South — of 
the  East  and  of  the  West,  in  Kansas — you, 
and  you  alone,  have  the  remedy  in  your  own 
hands.  "Will  ^ou  not  cease  to  regard  each 
other  as  enemies,  aud  look  upon  one  another 
as  the  children  of  a  common  mother,  and  come 
and  reason  together? 

Let  us  banish  all  outside  influence  from  our 
deliberations,  and  assemble  around  our  coun- 
cil board  with  the  Constitution  of  our  country 
and  the  organic  law  of  this  territory  as  the 
great  charts  for  our  guidance  and  direction. 
The  bona  fide  inhabitants  of  this  territory 
alone  are  charged  with  the  solemn  duty  of 
enacting  her  laws,  upholding  her  government, 
maintaining  peace,  and  laying  the  foimdation 
for  a  future  commonwealth. 

On  this  point  let  there  be  a  perfect  unity  of 
sentiment.  It  is  the  first  great  step  toward 
the  attainment  of  peace.  It  will  inspire  con- 
fidence amongst  ourselves,  and  insure  the  re- 
spect of  the  whole  country.  Let  us  show 
ourselves  worthy  and  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment. 

Do  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  territory  bet- 
ter understand  what  domestic  institutions  are 
suited  to  their  condition — ^what  laws  will  be 
most  conducive  to  their  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness— ^than  the  citizens  of  distant,  or  even 
neighboring  states  ?  This  great  right  of  regu- 
lating our  own  afiairs  and  attending  to  oar  own 


business,  without  any  interference  from  -ithers, 
has  been  guarantied  to  us  by  the  law  which 
Conj^ss  has  made  for  the  organization  of  this 
territory.  This  ri^ht  of  self-government — ^this 
privilege  guarantied  to  us  by  the  ornmio  law  . 
of  our  territory,  I  will  uphold  wim  all  my 
might,  and  with  the  entire  power  committed 
to  me. 

In  relation  to  any  changes  of  the  laws  of  the 
territory  which  I  may  deem  desirable,  I  have 
no  occasion  now  to  speak ;  but  these  are  sub- 
jects to  which  I  shaU  direct  public  attention 
at  the  proper  time. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  the 
common  property  of  the  several  states  or  of 
the  people  thereof.  This  being  so,  no  obstacle 
should  be  interposed  to  the  free  settlement  of 
this  common  property  while  in  a  territorial 
condition. 

I  cheerfully  admit  that  the  people  of  this 
territory,  under  the  organic  act,  have  the  ab- 
solute right  of  making  their  municipal  laws, 
and  from  citizens  who  deem  themselves  ag- 
grieved by  recent  legislation,  I  would  invoke 
Uie  utmost  forbearance,  and  point  out  to  them 
a  sure  and  peaceable  remedy.  You  have  the 
right  to  ask  the  next  legislature  to  revise  any 
and  all  laws ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  as  you 
value  the  peace  of  the  territory  and  the  main- 
tenance of  future  laws,  I  would  earnestly  ask 
you  to  refrain  from  all  violation  of  the  present 
statutes. 

I  am  sure  that  there  is  patriotism  sufficient 
in  the  people  of  Kansas  to  lend  a  willing  obe- 
dience to  law.  All  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  must  be  sacredly 
observed,  all  the  acts  of  Congress  having  re- 
ference to  this  territory  must  be  unhesitatingly 
obeyed,  and  the  decisions  of  our  courts  re- 
spected. It  will  be  my  imperative  duty  to  see 
that  those  suggestions  are  carried  into  effect. 
In  my  official  action  here,  I  will  do  justice  at 
all  hazards.  Influenced  by  no  other  conside- 
rations than  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people 
of  this  territory,  I  desire  to  know  no  party,  no 
section,  no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West 
— ruothing  but  Kansas  and  my  country. 

Gov.  Geary  then  concluded  his  address,  with 
an  appeal  to  Providence  to  aid  him  in  restor- 
ing peace  to  Kansas. 

Convention  Act  of  Kansas. 

An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  census  and 
election  for  delegates  to  Convention. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  as 
follows : — 

Sec.  1.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
enumeration  of  the  inhaoitants  entitled  to  vote 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  an  apportion- 
ment, and  an  election  of  members  of  a  conven- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sherifis  of  the 
several  counties  of  Kansas  territory,  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  between  the  first  day  of 
March  and  the  first  da^  of  April,  1857,  to 
make  an  enumeration  oi  all  the  free  male  in- 
habitants, oitizens  of  the  United  States  oTer 
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hrraij-one  jeun  of  agt,  and  all  other  wldte 

penons  actoally  residing  within  their  reepeot- 

iTO  oonnties ;  and  for  this  pnrpose  thall  have 

'power  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies  to  assiet 

•  m  each  dutiee,  not  to  exceedf  one  in  eadi 
mnnioipal  township,  each  of  whom,  before  en- 

*  tering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take 
and  6ubs»oribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
nithfnlly  and  impartially  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  this  act,  according  to  the 
beet  of  his  skill  and  judgment^  which  oath  or 
affirmation  shaU  be  aoministered  to  them 
•erezally,  and  be  duly  certified  bv  a  judge  or 
elerk  of  the  District  CJourt  of  the  United  States, 
or  Judge  or  clerk  of  the  probate  court  for  the 
eeTeral  counties,  or  hj  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  filed  and  recorded  in  me  office  of  the  secre- 
tanr  of  the  territory. 

oeo.  2.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  sheriff,  the  duties  imposed  upon  such  sheriff 
by  this  act  shall  derolve  upon  and  be  per- 
formed by  the  Judge  of  probate  court  of  the 
county  in  which  such  vacancy  may  exist, 
who  may  appoint  deputies  not  to  exceed  one 
in  each  municipal  township,  and,  in  case  the 
office  of  both  sheriff  and  probate  judee  in  any 
county  shall  be  or  become  vacant,  the  gover- 
nor snail  appoint  some  competent  resident  of 
such  county  to  perform  sucn  duty,  who  shall 
have  the  same  neht  to  appoint  deputies,  take 
and  subscribe  the  same  oath,  and  perform 
all  the  requirements  of  this  act  as  applied  to 
sheriffs. 

Sec  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff, 
probate  judge,  or  person  appointed  by  the 
governor,  as  herein  provided,  in  each  county 
or  election  district,  on  or  before  the  10th  day 
of  April  next,  to  file  in  the  office  of  the  probate 
judge  of  such  county  or  election  district  a  full 
and  complete  list  of  all  the  Qualified  voters 
resident  in  his  said  county  or  election  district 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifhr-sevcn,  which  list  shall  exhibit,  in  a 
fair  and  legible  hand,  the  names  of  all  such 
leeal  voters. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  each  probate  judge,  upon  such 
returns  being  made,  without  delay  to  cause  to 
be  posted,  at  three  of  the  most  public  places 
in  each  election  precinct  in  his  county  or  elec- 
tion district,  one  copy  of  such  list  of  qualified 
voters,  to  the  end  tnat  every  inhabitant  may 
inspect  the  same  and  apply  to  said  probate 
judjee  to  correct  any  error  he  may  find  there- 
in, m  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect  5.  Said  probate  judge  shall  remain  in 
session  each  day,  Sundays  excepted,  from  the 
time  of  receiving  said  returns  until  the  first 
day  of  May  nex^  at  such  places  as  shall  be 
most  convenient  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  or  election  district,  and  proceed  to  the 
inspection  of  said  returns,  and  hear,  correct, 
ana  finally  determine  according  to  the  facts, 
wiUiout  unreasonable  delay,  all  questions  con- 
cerning the  omission  of  any  person  ftt>m  stud 
returns,  or  the  improper  insertion  of  any  name 
on  said  returns ;  and  any  other  question  affbct- 


uig  tbe  Integritf  or  fldc&tiy  if  ta!d  MtlA)A;Wldr 
for  this  purpose  riiall  lmvepdw«rt6iiUulDJtttr 
oaths  and  examine  witnesses  and  eon^  tfaeir 
attendance  in  such  manner  as  said  Jaqge'bl^klt 
deem  necessary. 

See.  6.  That,  as  soon  as  the  said  M  of  Ibpl 
voters  shall  thus  have  been  revised  and'eor^' 
rected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the^sevisral 
probate  judees  to  make  out  full  and  fknr  oopiei 
tliereof,  ana  without  delay  ftimish  to  tihe 
governor  of  the  territory  one  copy  and  to  the' 
secretary  of  the  territory  one  copy  $'  mud  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  eaiiae 
oopies  thereof,  distin^uishin|j  the  returns  ho» 
each  county  or  election  district,  to  be  printed 
and  distributed  generally  among  the  inha)^. 
ants  of  the  territory ;  and  one  oopr  shall  .lie 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  each  oonxt  of'Mwrd 
or  probate  judge  within  the  limits  of  said  ini- 
ritory,  and  one  copy  delivered  to  each  jiid« 
of  the  election,  and  at  least  three  co|des  ddUl 
be  posted  up  at  each  place  of  voting. 

Sqq,  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  goreniiar 
and  secretary  of  the  territory,  so  soon  as  fha 
census  shall  be  completed  and  retomt  nttideb 
to  proceed  to  make  an  apportionment  of  tba ' 
members  for  a  convention  among  the  diffinrtat- 
counties  and  election  districts  in  said  terriUiry 
in  the  following  manner:  The  whole  mpmt ' 
of  le^  voters  shall  be  divided  hj  nzty,  JU^ 
the  product  of  such  division,  rejecting  anj 
fraction  of  a  unit,  shall  be  the  ratio  or  rale  <n 
apportionment  of  members  amon^  the  aerenl 
counties  or  election  districts ;  and  if  any  comi^ 
or  election  district  shall  not  have  a  number 
of  legal  voters  thus  ascertained  equal  to  the 
ratio,  it  shall  be  attached  to  some  adjoining 
county  or  district,  and  thus  form  a  represen- 
tative district ;  the  number  of  said  voters  in 
each  county  or  district  shall  then  be  divided 
by  the  ratio,  and  the  product  shall  be  the 
number  of  representatives  apportioned  to  sneh 
county  or  district :  Provided,  That  the  loss  in 
the  number  of  members,  caused  by  the  frac- 
tions remaining  in  the  several  counties  in  the 
division  of  the  legal  voters  thereof,  shall  be 
compensated  by  assigning  to  so  many  counties 
or  districts  as  have  the  largest  fractions  an 
additional  member  for  its  fraction  as  may  be 
necessary  to  make  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
sentatives sixty. 

Sec.  8.  An  election  shall  be  held  for  mem- 
bers of  a  convention  to  form  a  constitution 
fur  the  state  of  Kansas,  according  to  the  ap- 
portionment to  bo  made  as  aforesaid  on  the 
third  Monday  in  June  next,  to  be  held  at  the 
various  election  precincts  established  in  the 
territory,  in  accoraance  with  the  provisioiui  i  f 
law  on  that  subject ;  and  at  such  election  no 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  unless  his 
name  shall  appear  upon  said  corrected  list. 

Sec.  9.  The  Doard  of  county  commissioners 
shall  appoint  the  places  of  voting  for  their 
respective  counties  or  election  districts.  Thffjf 
shfidl  appoint  three  suitable  persons  to  bc- 
judges  of  the  election  at  each  place  of  voting 
They  shall  cause  a  notice  of  the  places  w  ' 
hol(ung  elections  in  their  respective  ooQiitli>t  - 
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or  duitricts  to  be  jfmblished  and  distributed  in 
every  election  district  or  precinct  ten  days 
before  the  day  of  election.  If  any  judge  of 
election  so  appointed  shall  fail  or  refuse  to 
perform  the  outies  of  said  office,  the  legal 
Toters  assembled  at  the  place  and  on  the  day 
appointed  for  said  election  shall  have  the 
power  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  election  amongst 
themselves. 

Sec.  10.  The  judges  of  election  shall  each, 
before  entering  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
make  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  faith- 
fully and  impartially  discharge  the  duties  of 
judge  of  the  election  according  to  law,  which 
oath  shall  be  administered  by  anv  officer  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths.  The  clerks  of 
election  shall  be  appointed  by  the  judges,  and 
shall  take  the  like  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
administered  by  one  of  the  judges  or  by  any 
of  the  officers  aforesaid.  Duplicate  returns 
of  election  shall  be  made  and  certified  by  the 
judges  and  clerks,  one  of  which  shall  be  de- 
posited with  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers for  the  county  or  district  in  which  the 
election  is  held,  and  the  other  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  and 
the  one  lutving  the  highest  number  of  votes  in 
his  county  or  election  district  shall  be  the  re- 
presentative for  such  county  or  district ;  and, 
m  case^of  a  tie  or  a  contest  in  which  it  can- 
not be  satisfactorily  determined  who  was  duly 
elected,  the  convention  when  assembled  shall 
order  a  new  election,  as  herein  provided. 

Sec.  11.  Every  bona  fide  inhabitant  of  the 
territory  of  Kansas  on  the  third  Mondav  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  lieing  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who 
shall  have  resided  three  months  next  before 
said  election  in  the  county  in  which  he  offers 
to  vote,  and  no  other  person  whatever,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  any 
person  qualified  as  a  voter  may  be  a  delegate 
to  said  convention,  and  no  others. 

Sec.  12.  All  persons  hereby  authorized  to 
take  the  census,  or  to  assist  in  the  taking 
thereof,  shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths 
and  examine  persons  on  oath  in  all  cases 
where  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  full  and 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  13.  If  any  person,  by  menace,  threats, 
v»r  force,  or  by  any  other  unlawful  means, 
"hall  directly  or  indirectly  attempt  to  influ- 
ence any  qualified  voter  in  giving  his  vote,  or 
deter  him  from  going  to  the  poll,  or  disturb 
or  hinder  him  in  the  free  exercise  of  his  right 
of  suffrage  at  said  election,  the  person  so 
tiffending  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  punished  by  fine  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not 
less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  six,  or 
by  both. 

Sec.  14.   That  every  person  not  being  a 

aualified  voter  according  to  the  provisions  of 
lis  act,  who  shall  vote  at  any  election  within 
•aid  territory,  knowing  that  he  is  not.  entitled 
ta  Tote,  and  every  Deraon  who,  at  the  same 


election,  shall  vote  more  than  once,  whether 
at  the  same  or  a  different  place,  shall  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be 

Sunished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
oUars  nor  exceeding  two  hundred,  or  by 
!  imprisonment  not  less  than  three  mouths  nor 
exceeding  six,  or  both. 

Sec.  15.  Any  person  whatsoever  who  may 
be  charged  with  holding  the  election  herein 
authorized  who  shall  wilfully  and  knowingly 
commit  any  fraud  or  irregularity  whatever, 
with  the  intent  to  hinder  or  prevent  or  defeat 
a  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will  in  the 
said  election,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months 
nor  more  than  twelve  months,  or  both. 

Sec.  16.  The  delegates  thus  elected  shall 
assemble  in  convention  at  the  capitol  of  said 
territory  on  the  first  Monday  of  Septembex 
next,  and  shall  proceed  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  which  shall  be  repub- 
lican in  its  form,  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  footing  witli  the  original  states  in 
all  respects  whatever,  by  the  name  of  the 
State  or  Kansas. 

Sec.  17.  Said  committee,  when  assembled, 
shall  elect  a  presiding  officer,  and  all  other 
officers  necessary  for  tne  transaction  of  their 
business,  and  the  members  and  officers  of  said 
convention  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  the  members  and 
officers  of  tne  Legislative  Assembly  of  Kansas 
Territory,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  18.  All  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them 
by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  four 
dollars  for  each  day  they  are  necessarily 
employed. 

^ec.  19.  Doniphan  shall  constitute  the  first 
election  district.  Brown  and  Nemaha  the 
second,  Atchison  the  third,  Leavenworth  the 
fourth,  Jefferson  the  fifth,  Calhoun  the  sixth, 
Marshall  the  seventh,  Riley  the  eighth,  John- 
son the  ninth,  Douglas  the  tenth,  Shawnee, 
Richardson  and  Davis  the  eieventh,  Lvkins 
the  twelfth,  Franklin  the  thirteenth,  Weller, 
Breckenridge,  Wise  and  Madison  the  four- 
teenth, Butler  and  Coffev  the  fifteenth,  Linn 
the  sixteenth,  Anderson  the  seventeenth,  Bour« 
bon,  McGee,  Dorn  and  Allen  the.  eighteenth, 
Woodson,  Wilson,  Godfrey,  Greenwood  and 
Hunter  the  nineteenth. 

Sec.  20.  All  votes  given  at  the  election 
herein  provided  for  shali  be  vica  voce. 

Letter  of  Att'y  Gen.  Isacks  thereon : 

Washington  City,  March  25. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Union. 

Sir:  In  your  issue  of  the  2l8t  instant,  in 
which  the  act  of  the  Le^slative  Assembly  of 
Kansas  Territory  providmg  for  the  formation 
of  a  state  constitution  was  published,  you 
copied  also  an  article  from  tne  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce,  which  called  in  question 


^S«  BUJTlO&Ii  VKHiqO^ 


Oe  PTDi«glT  of  di6  aooiM  of  t]iat  1iod7  iu  not 
wundiDB  fin  k  refonnee  of  tiia  aoiistiUttkM)  to 
the  people,  and  tUted  tti»t  %  bilace  w  to  ikt 
ma,  in  the  judgment  of  thitpnpcc,  "fta— - 
ftit  defect.''^ 

Being  Kmewhat  ftoqn*uited  with  the  im- 
preurionB  under  which  the  Aiaemhly  aotod,^! 
tnut  I  mAj  be  pardoned  in  wjing  k  word  in 
uplanation  of  ttieir  Tiew  of  tbe  nutter. 


.1  diotAle  to  the  oonventiOD  (which, 
irben  Msembled,  would  repreeent  Uie  torta- 
tagatj  of  the  people)  what  oourae  should  be 
pursued  on  that  or  bay  other  ratgeot. 

If  the  Aisemblj  had  power  to  oommand  k 
refermoe  of  the  ooiutitntion  to  the  people,  that 
body  oertainlj  had  the  right  to  make  other 
Mquiiemeota,  and  thui  iSfjfA  hare  dictated 
proviaions  on  an;  other  Mb)«ot. 

There  can  be  no  donbt  of  a  referenoe  of  the 
Mnatitution  to  the  people,  and  that  the  objeo- 
tion  orged  by  the  Joiunal  of  Commeroe  will 
bereniQTed. 


Aot  of  Territorial  Lepslature  of  KaoHM  repeal- 
ing what  ate  known  aa  the  obnoxious  acts. 
Be  it  tmaeted  bg  A<  Govtrnor  amd  Legula- 
Gm  AutiMy  tjfOt  Tirritaryof  KanMM,  Sm. 
Ist,  That  10  much  of  the  11th  Motion  of  an 
aot  entitled  an  act  to  tenlate  election!  aa 
pravidea  Uiat  any  person  ooallenged  as  a  Toter 
may  bo  required  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
that  be  will  suBtoiu  the  proviaions  of  the  ser- 
oral  aots  of  CoDgrsss  in  that  section  specified, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ropealed. 

Soo.  2.  All  officers  herminer  elected  or  arv 
pointed  to  any  office  of  honor,  b^st,  or  profit, 
tinder  the  laws  of  this  territory,  shall,  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  ancb  office,  take 
and  Bubeoribe  an  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  the  provisionH 
of  an  act  to  organise  the  territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas,  and  faithfully  to  demean 
himself  in  office,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  3.  All  attomeys-ai-law,  obtaining  a 
license  in  this  territory,  shall  take  and  sub- 
aoribe  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  provisions  of  an  act 
to  organise  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  and  faithfully  and  honestly  to  demean 
himself  in  his  practice. 

See.  4.  All  acts  and  parte  of  acts  inconsist- 
ent wiUt  the  provisions  of  this  aot  are  hereby 
repealed. 

This  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

TaoKU  JosKsoK, 
President  of  the  Council. 
Wh.  G.  H&nsisa, 
Speaker  of  the  House. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true 
and  oorreot  oopy  of  the  enioUod  bill. 

Tbovib  C.  Huobbs, 
Chief  Clerk  Council. 
I,  K.  T,  Feb.  14, 1867. 


Bt  it  enaded  bu  the  Oowtho*'  and  Lem'»lt)tiet 

Assembly  of  the  Tarilary  of  Siniat,  That  tiie 
tneinh  section  of  un  act,  eotllled  "  Ad  act  to 
punish  offences  ogainat  slave  property,"  be, 
iu.d  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

TuOMl^  JoBNSON, 

President  of  the  Council. 
Wn.  G.  MiTHi*s. 
Speaker  of  the  House. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true 
and  correct  copy  of  the  enrolled  bill. 

Thomas  C.  nuoBBs, 
Cliief  Clerk  Counial. 
Leooropton,  K.  I.,  Feb.  14, 18ST. 


To  the  people  of  the  territory  of  KaoaM  t— 
Fellow  oitiiens :— The  Hon.  Bobert  t.  Vat 
ker,  prcMnt  governor  of  the  tenitorj,  M- 
oepted  his  appointment  f^om  the  PrsSiaM 
upon  oondition  Oiat  be  should  notbe  remiMd 
to  leave  Washington  until  the  Ilth  ollUf 
next.  Circuoutanoes  beyond  bia  Mutral  lifr 
def  it  impossible  for  him  toatartbefiiKtbtt 
day;  he  may,  therefore,  be  eapeoted  hate 
about  the  middle  of  next  nKwUi,  and  will 
th«i  assume  the  Bzecutire  antbority  of  As 
territory. 

l>nrinK  the  abaenoe  of  the  nrerooct  bf  the 
omnio  bw  of  tike  territory,  tbe  whole  mtim 
and  responsibilitiea  of  the  exeontive  m  d>- 
lived  upon  ine  by  virtne  of  my  oomntiiithM 
I  secretary.  In  assuming  to  eMroiat'  tbe 
functions  of  this  high  office,  at  thia  oritiqal 
juncture  iu  the  aflairs  of  the  territory,  it  is 
not  inappropriate  that  I  should  briefly  i^|]•oM• 
tbe  course  which  I  shall  feel  it  my  dft j  10 

The  government  of  tbe  United  States  t»- 
cognises  the  authority  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  ail  matters  which  are  within  the 
scope  of  tbe  organic  act  of  Congress  and  oua- 
sialcnt  with  the  Federal  Constitution.  J  hold 
that  there  can  be  no  other  rigbtfol  authorin 
eierciscd  within  the  limits  of  Kansas,  and! 
shall  proceed  to  the  faithful  and  impartial  ai- 
~  tion  of  the  laws  of  the  territory,  by  the 
of  all  the  means  placed  in  my  power,  and 
which  may  be  necessary  to  that  end. 

Tbe  ^vernmeat  especially  recognises  the 
territorial  act  which  provides  for  assembling 
Boonvontion  to  form  a  constitution  witb  a  visw 
to  making  application  to  Congress  fbr  adnia- 
-'On  OS  a  state  into  tbe  Union.  That  act  is 
tganled  as  presenting  the  only  teat  of  Ibt 
qoalification  of  voters  tor  dologatestotbecn^ 
vention,  and  all  preceding  repugnant  leaUte 
tions  ore  thereby  repealed.  In  tbia  li^t  tha 
act  must  be  allowed  to  have  provided  for  a  fUl 
and  f^r  eipression  of  tbe  will  of  the  peopfe 
through  the  delegates  who  may  be  cboMa  to 
represent  them  in  the  constitutional  otnivea- 
tion,  I  do  not  doubt,  however,  that,  in  otder 
to  avoid  all  pretext  for  resistance  to  the  pew 
fal  operation  of  this  law  the  convention 
will,  ■  "  ■■    '        ^---^ 


peat 


1  some  tbrm,  provide  lor  snbfflittinK  ^ 
distraoting  question  ngudioK  IHtt 
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ffocial  institntioii,  which  htm  so  long  agitated 
the  people  of  Kansas,  to  a  fair  vote  of  all  the 
actual  honajide  residents  of  the  territory,  with 
erery  possible  security  a^inst  fraud  and  vio- 
lence. If  the  constitution  be  thus  framed, 
and  the  question  of  difference  thus  submitted 
to  the  decision  of  the  people,  I  believe  that 
Kansas  will  be  admitted  by  Congress,  without 
delay,  as  one  of  the  sovereign  states  of  the 
American  Union,  and  the  territorial  authorities 
will  be  immediately  withdrawn. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  all  the  power  of  the 
territorial  executive  will  bo  exerted,  with  en- 
tire impartiality,  to  prevent  fraud,  to  suppress 
violence,  and  to  secure  to  every  citizen  a  fair 
opportunity  for  the  safe  and  peaceful  exercise 
of  his  elective  privilege.  It  will  be  no  less  the 
duty  than  the  earnest  desire  and  great  pleasure 
of  the  governor,  or  acting  governor  of  the  ter- 
ritory, to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  policy 
avowed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  his  recent  inaugural  address,  in  which  he 
declares  it  to  be  "  the  imperative  an<l  indis- 
pensable duty  of  the  grivernment  of  the  United 
States  to  secure  to  every  resident  inhabitant 
the  free  and  independent  expression  of  his 
opinion  by  his  vote.  This  sacred  right  of  each 
individual  must  be  preser^•ed,"  and,  "that 
being  accomplished,  nothing  can  be  fairer  than 
to  leave  the  people  of  a  territory,  free  from  all 
foreign  interference,  to  decide  their  own  des- 
tinv  for  themselves,  subject  only  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States." 

Nothing  is  wanting  but  to  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  tne  people  of  all  parties  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  declared  intention  of  the  territo- 
rial executive,  to  carry  out  these  principles  in 
good  faith,  in  order  to  induce  the  co-operation 
of  all  good  men  in  the  pending  measures  for 
adopting  a  state  constitution.  The  principles 
themselves  cannot  fail  to  bo  acceptaole  to  the 
0ober  judgment  of  the  people ;  and  I  ardently 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  tiie  paramount  interests 
involved,  that  the  necessary  confidence  will 
not  be  withheld. 

The  deplorable  events  which  have  marked 
the  history  of  the  territory  up  to  this  time  have 
doubtless  left  their  natural  results  of  enmity 
and  heart-burnings  among  the  people,  as  also 
upon  the  criminal  records  of  the  territorial 
courts.  Indictments  have  been  found  against 
many  of  those  who  acted  in  a  military  capa- 
city under  the  authority  of  the  territorial  go- 
vernment, for  acts  and  excesses  alleged  to  be 
wholly  illegal  and  unjustifiable.  On  the  other 
hand,  similar  prosecutions  have  been  insti- 
tute<l  against  those  who  resisted  the  territorial 
authorities,  and  who  undertook  to  retaliate  for 
the  alleged  wrongs  committed  against  them. 
It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that,  in  order  to 
promote  peace  and  harmony,  and  to  secure  the 
future  repose  of  the  people,  there  ought  to  be 
a  general  amnesty  in  reference  to  all  those 
acts,  on  both  sides,  which  grew  out  of  the  po- 
litical contest,  and  which  were  not  corruptly 
and  feloniously  committed  for  personal  gain, 
and  to  gratify  Individual  malignity. 
l*hiv  measure,  if  adopted  at  all,  ought  to  be 


adopted  generously,  without  any  consideration 
of  the  origin  of  the  difficulty,  and  without 
question  as  to  the  party  which  may  be  respon- 
sible for  the  wrong.  It  will  involve  no  con- 
cession or  advantage  to  either  party,  but  will 
be  merely  an  act  of  economy,  designed  to  ob- 
literate, as  far  as  possible,  from  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  all  memory  of  the  disastrous  and 
lamentable  contest  which  has  heretofore  deso- 
lated this  unhappv  territory.'  If  it  shall  have 
that  effect,  thougli  it  may  pardon  some  in- 
stances of  gross  wrong  and  outrage,  it  will 
tend  to  calm  the  excited  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  prevent  similar  occurrences  in  the 
future.  It  will  be  a  measure  of  conciliation 
and  peace,  and  will  leave  the  people  free  from 
apprehension  in  the  future,  so  that  they  can 
sorely  devote  themselves  to  those  important 
labors  which  are  designed  to  make  this  terri- 
tory a  great,  prosperous,  and  happy  state. 

Fred.  P.  Stanton, 
Secretary  and  Acting  Governor. 
Lecompton,  17th  'April,  1857. 

Correspondence  between  a  committee  of 
Free  State  men  and  Acting  Governor  Stanton 
upon  the  mode  of  election  of  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention. 

Lawrence,  K.  T..  April  25. 
Hon.  F.   P.   Stanton,   Acting  Governor  of 

Kansas  Territory. 

Dear  Sir :  In  your  address  to  the  people  of 
Lawrence  last  evening,  we  understood  you  to 
say  in  substance,  that  you  would  enforce  the 
laws  enacted  by  a  legislature  elected  by  the 
people  of  an  ad]oining  state  until  they  should 
be  repealed ;  also,  if  the  laws  are  unjust  or 
distasteful  our  remedv  is  the  ballot  box. 

History  has  indelibly  recorded  the  fact 
which  Gen.  Maclean  admitted,  in  our  pre- 
sence, last  evening,  that  the  ballot-box  was 
taken  from  the  people  of  Kansas  territory,  on 
the  30th  March,  1855,  and  has  not  to  this  day 
been  returned.  From  that  time  until  the  pre- 
sent the  people  have  had  no  voice  whatever  in 
making  laws  or  in  selecting  officers  to  ad- 
minister them,  notwithstanding  the  world- 
wide declaration  by  the  administration  at 
Washington,  and  its  friends  elsewhere,  that 
the  people  should  be  perfectly  free  to  reg^u- 
late  their  institutions  in  their  own  way,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

We  are  now  invited  to  participate  in  an 
election  of  delegates  to  a  constitutional  con- 
vention to  meet  in  Septembor  next,  to  frame 
a  constitution  and  state  government.  We  are 
told  that  the  election  law  is  a  good  one ;  that 
tlie  voice  of  the  actual  settlers  can  be  heard 
at  the  polls,  and  that  justice  will  be  meted  out 
to  all  parties.  We  regret  that  the  past  con- 
duct of  the  officers  to  superintend  this  election 
has  not  been  such  as  to  permit  us  to  believe 
that  they  will  secure  a  fair  vote  of  the  people ; 
and  the  fact  that  many  well  known  citizens 
in  Kansas  are  omitted'  from  the  registry  list, 
and  that  as  well  known  citiaens  and  residentii 
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»f  Sfinonri  are  rmrtmd,  U  oondntitB  vroof 
to  «fl  that  a  fiur  aKotion  (m  not  intended^  and 
will  not  ba  parmittad  by  the  officers  who  ha^a 
thai  &r  haa  the  matter  in  charge.  Bat  if  a 
fair  election  ia  intended,  notwitMtanding  the 
body  of  men  calling  it  was  not  elected  by  tiie 
people  of  Kansas ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
people  hare  already  formed  a  constitation,  of 
which  a  large  maiority  approve,  we,  the  nn- 
dersigned,  are  willing  to  overlook  the  past, 
and  g^  into  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
•titational  convention,  shonld  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  Kansas  concur,  if  the  following 
coarse  will  be  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the 
election,  to  wit: — 

/Vr«<.— Two  persons  shall  be  elected  in  each 
township  or  district  to  correct  the  regietrylist 
— <me  by  the  Pro-Slavery  and  one  by  the  Free 
State  party,  who  shall  proceed  in  company  to 
take  tne  census,  and  register  all  legal  voters ; 
and  the  probate  judges  shall  correct  the  first 
lists,  and  the  appointment  of  delegates  shall 
be  made  accordm^  to  the  returns  thus  made. 
jSSoooikI—- Four  jud^  of  election  shall  be 
selected  for  each  votmg  precinct,  two  by  the 
Pro-Slavery  and  two  by  the  Free  State  party ; 
and  the  names  of  three  of  said  judges  shall  be 
required  to  a  certificate  of  election  to  entitle  a 
person  to  a  seat  in  the  convention. 

We  think  your  excellency  will  at  once  per- 
ceive that  some  such  course  must  be  pursued 
to  correct  the  list,  or  no  correction  can  be 
made.  We  are  informed  by  credible  reporto 
that  in  some  districts,  non-residente  to  ^e 
number  of  thousands  have  already  been  regis- 
tered, while  actual  Free  State  settlers  have 
been  refused ;  and  how  else  can  the  Usto  be 
corrected  than  by  a  re-taking  of  the  census  by 
some  person  or  persons  who  have  regard  for 
an  oatn  ?  Testimony  of  a  ne^tive  character 
can  avail  nothing,  and  to  obtain  positive  testi- 
mony with  reference  to  the  residonce  of  those 
enlisted  from  another  state  would  be  impossi- 
ble in  the  short  time  remaining  before  the 
election. 

That  you  have  the  power  to  take  any  course 
you  may  think  proper  to  secure  a  fair  election, 
we  have  no  douot.  It  is  not  material  that  the 
letter  of  the  law  calling  the  election  should  be 
strictly  followed,  indeed  no  law  at  all  is  requi- 
site, so  that  the  vrill  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
can  be  ascertained.  Congress  can  give  legality 
to  a  constitution  formed  in  accordance  with  a 
previous  territorial  act  or  without  one,  and  we 
trust  your  excellency  will  restore  the  ballot- 
box  to  the  people  of  Kansas  in  all  its  purity 
at  any  risk  of  informality  in  minor  and  non- 
essential provisions  of  the  election  regulations. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
C.  Robinson,  G.  W.  Smith, 

Wm.  Hutehhison,         Geo.  F.  £arle, 
Edward  Clark,  Joseph  Cracklin, 

Ephraim  Nute,  Jr.,      G.  Jenkins, 
John  Hutohinson,        S.  S.  Emory, 
G.  C.  Brackett,  John  H.  Wakefield, 

£.  D.  Ladd,  J.  A.  Finley. 

C  W.  Baboojk, 


Leoompten,  K.  T.,  Aptil  aO|  ttif.  I  '- 
GeDtlamen:  YomofllMSSlhkfltiMMM 
me  (mly  by  last  nigfaf  a  maiL  I  uioaaid  Kilfcri 
out  de&y  to  reply  to  the  proporao4Joo=Hiki 
in  reforenoe  to  the  election  ahoattalM  iMli 
for  delegates  to  a  eonstitational  eont—tiap.*  ' 
As  I  take  a  diffiorent  view  of  tfia  law*  o| 
the  territory  firmn  that  whidi  jo«  evMilkll 


will  be  imposnble  for  me  to  oonwt'la  mif 
new  proceedinjg  in  oppositum  to  Itel  nftM 
has  been  sanctioned  l^  the  legidaitifa  aiithn' 
ritiee.  i  ■'• 

I  did  not  hear  from  Gen.  Mmcimu  my—efc 
admission  as  you  repreeent  him  to  lisiv<a 
That  gentleman  spoke  only  of  bk  Mtt 
action  in  the  particular  menlftcMMi, 
whether  that  action  was-rid^i  or  ii 
whether  it  occurred  in  that  indifidaal 
only,  or  in  a  thousand  others,  by 
from  Missouri  or  Massadbusett%  H  aoald; 
invalidate  the  laws  which  now  pvevail 
territory.  If  I  believed— as  I  do  not  ~ 
your  assertion  that  the  laws  of  Kai 
**  enacted  by  a  legislature  elected  hj  ^ 
people  of  an  adjoining  state,"  it  would  aniba 
unpossible  for  me  to  set  them       '^      '"^~ 


attempt  to  do  so  would  be  an  aetaf  mai 
usurpation,  not  less  objectionable  in  Ha  dnr- 
acter  and  efiecte  than  the  fraudnlenl 
ference  which  you  attribute  to  Ibe  ^ 
of  Missouri.  I  must,  therefore,  eay  to  yon  is 
the  most  explicit  Umguage,  that  I  am  do 
nothing  whicn  denies  the  authority  and 
lidity  of  the  laws  enacted  within  thia 
ritory.  Congress  alone  has  power  to  ablegate 
them. 

I  have  no  authority  over  the  probate  judges. 
It  is  not  my  province  to  advise  them  in  reh^ 
tion  to  the  performance  of  their  jndi<ualtbne- 
tions.  Yet  it  will  not  be  improper  for  ma  to 
say  that  it  would  be  very  judicious  and  be- 
coming in  them  to  obtain  every  possible  infor* 
mation  from  respectable  men  of  both  parties, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  correct  the  iiat  of 
voters.  If  such  impartial  men  of  their  own 
will  and  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  eonld 
take  a  new  census  and  present  it  to  the  pro- 
bate judges  with  sufficient  proof  of  ite  fair- 
ness and  accuracy,  I  think  the  probate  judges 
would  be  bound  to  adopt  it  and  return  it  to 
the  governor  as  the  true  list  legally  corrected. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  any  probate  judge  in 
the  territory  refuse  to  receive  the  sworn  testi- 
mony of  two  respectable  men,  differing  in 
politics,  as  to  any  matter  within  their  know- 
ledge, connected  with  the  residence  of  citiaeas, 
and  their  oualifications  as  voters.  I  do  not 
believe  sucn  a  wrons  can  possibly  have  oc- 
curred, and  I  therefore  say  that  if  yon  had 
been  desirous  of  obteining  a  correct  list  of 
voters  for  the  coming  election,  yon  had  H  in 
your  power  to  accomplish  that  object  in 
feet  conformity  with  the  law. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  reply  to  yoor 


ment  of  facts.  I  cannot  do  so  from  any  pi^ 
sonal  knowledge  enabling  me  either  to  aanii' 
or  deny  them.    I  may  say,  howorer  I  ksvi: 


ftSBRASKA  AND  KANSA& 


«0i 


he^rd  stafcemenis  quite  as  authentic  as  yoar 
own,  and  in  some  instances  from  members  of 
your  own  party,  to  the  effect  that  vour  politi- 
cal friends  have  very  generally,  indeed  silmost 
miiTersally,  refused  to  participate  in  the  pend- 
ing proceedings  for  registering  the  names  of 
the  u^gal  voters.    In  some  instances  they  have 

S'ven  fictitious  names,  and  in  numerous  others 
ej  have  refused  to  give  any  names  at  all. 
You  cannot  deny  that  your  party  have  hereto- 
fore resolved  not  to  take  part  in  the  registra- 
tion, and  it  appears  to  me  that  without  in- 
dulging ungenerous  suspicions  of  the  integri- 
ty of  dicers,  you  might  well  attribute  any 
errors  and  omissions  of  the  sheriffs  to  the  ex- 
iilMice  of  this  well  known  and  controlling 
&ci.  I  forbear  to  say  anything  of  the  un- 
renjopableness  of  vour  requirement  that  we 
•hall  set  aside  the  law  in  order  to  accomplish 
what  you  have  refused  to  do  in  obedience  to 
its  provisions,  but  I  will  be  most  happy  to 
learn  that  you,  gentlemen,  and  your  party 
friends  generally,  have  been  at  work  in  earn- 
est with  a  view  to  enable  the  probate  judges 
to  present  a  true  and  perfect  list  of  the  legal 
TOters  of  the  territory.  You  have  hod  power 
to  correct  the  lists — ^if  you  have  failed  to  do  it, 
the  finuH  will  be  your  own. 

In  reference  to  your  proposition  to  appoint 
four  judges  of  election  at  every  place  of  voting, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  law  very  wisely  author- 
iies  only  three.  The  governor  has  nothing  to 
do  with  their  appointment.  It  is  not  in  my 
power,  therefore,  to  adopt  your  suggestions  in- 
this  particular.  If  I  had  any  authority  in  the 
matter,  I  would,  in  every  instance,  appoint  as 
judges  of  election  one  Republican  of  your 
iiarty,  one  National  Democrat  in  favor  of  a 
rree  state,  and  one  National  Democrat  in  favor 
of  making  a  slave  state :  this  would  be  quite 
as  fair  and  impartial  a  mode  of  proceeding  as 
ever  is,  or  indeed  can  be  adoptcKl  by  political 
parties  in  any  country.  I  most  smcerely 
bope  the  probate  judges  may  adopt  this  sug- 
gestion, or  any  other  which  may  better  avail 
to  secure  a  perfectly  fair  and  independent  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Frxd'k  p.  Stanton,  Secretary, 
and  Acting  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
To  0.  Robinson,  Wm.  Hutchinson,  Edward 
Clark,  and  others. 

iNAVorRAL  Address  of  the  IIon.  Robert  J. 
Walker,  Governor  of  Kansas,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1857. 

Governor  Walker,  afler  alluding  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Governor  of  Kansas,  proceeded  to  say : 

Under  our  practice  the  preliminary  act  of 
framing  a  state  constitution  is  uniformly 
performed  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  people 
themselves.  That  convention  is  now  about  to 
be  elected  by  you  under  the  call  of  the  terri- 
toruil  lenslature,  created,  and  ao  recognised 


by  the  authority  of  CongresSr  and  clothed  by 
it  in  the  comprehensive  language  of  tkie 
organic  law  with  full  power  to  make  such  an 
enactment.  The  territorial  legislature,  then, 
in  assembling  this  convention,  were  fully  sus- 
tained by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  convention  is  distinctly  recognised 
in  my  instructions  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Those  who  oppose  thb  course, 
cannot  aver  the  alleged  irregularity  of  the 
territorial  le^slature,  whose  laws  m  town 
and  city  elections,  in  corporate  franchises,  and 
on  all  other  subjects  but  slavery,  they  acknow- 
led^e  by  their  votes  and  acquiescence.  If  that 
legislature  was  invalid,  then  are  we  without 
law  or  order  in  Kansas,-  without  tovni,  city,  or 
county  organization,,  all  legal  and  jumcial 
transactions  are  void,  all  titles  null,  and 
anarchy  reigns  throughout  our  borders. 

It  is  my  duty,  in  seeing  that  all  constitu 
tional  laws  are  fairly  executed,  to  take  care, 
as  far  as  practicable,  that  this  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  convention  shall  be  free  from 
fraud  or  violence,  and  that  they  shidl  be  pro- 
tected in  their  deliberations. 

The  people  of  Kansas  then  are  invited  by 
the  hignest  authority  known  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  participate  freelv  and  fairly  in  the 
election  of  delegates  to  frame  a  constitution 
and  state  government.  The  law  has  per- 
formed its  entire  appropriate  function,  wnen 
it  extends  to  the  people  the  right  of  suffrage : 
but  it  cannot  compel  the  performance  of  that 
duty.  Throughout  our  whole  Union,  however, 
and  wherever  free  government  prevails,  those 
who  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  authorize  those  who  do  vote  to  act 
for  them  in  that  contingency,  and  the  ab- 
sentees are  as  much  bound  under  the  law  and 
Constitution,  where  there  is  no  fraud  or  vio- 
lence, by  the  majority  of  those  who  do  vote, 
as  although  all  had  participated  in  the  elec- 
tion. Otherwise,  as  voting  must  be  voluntary, 
self-government  would  be  impracticable,  and 
monarchy  or  despotism  would  remain  as  the 
only  alternative. 

xou  should  not  console  yourselves,  my  fel- 
low-citizens, with  the  reflection,  that  you  may, 
by  a  subsequent  vote,  defeat  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution.  Although  most  anxious  to 
secure  to  you  the  exercise  of  that  great  con- 
stitutional right,  and  believing  that  the  con- 
vention is  the  servant,  and  not  the  master  of 
the  people,  yet  I  have  no  power  to  dictate  the 

Eroceedmgs  of  that  body.  I  cannot  doubt, 
owever,  the  course  they  will  adopt  on  this 
subiect.  But  why  incur  the  hazard  of  the 
preliminary  formation  of  a  constitution  by  a 
minority,  as  alleged  by  you,  when  a  majontyr 
by  their  own  votes,  could  control  the  forming 
of  that  instrument  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  the  convention  was  not 
legally  called,  and  that  the  election  will  not 
be  freely  and  fairly  conducted.  The  terri- 
torial legislature  is  the  power  ordained  for 
this  purpose  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  opposing  i^  you  resist  the  au- 
thority of  the  feaend  government.     The  1^ 
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^slatare  was  called  into  beinjg  by  the  CoDgrees 
OT  1854,  and  is  recognised  in  the  very  latest 
Congressional  lenslation.  It  is  recognised  by 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Imion,  just 
chosen  by  the  American  people,  and  many  of 
its  acts  are  now  in  operation  here  by  universal 
assent.  As  the  Governor  of  the  I'erritory  of 
Kansas,  I  must  support  the  laws  and  the  Con- 
stitution, and  I  have  no  other  alternative  under 
my  oath,  but  to  see  that  all  constitutional  laws 
are  fully  and  fairly  executed.  * 

I  see  in  this  act  calling  the  convention,  no 
improper  or  unconstitutional  restrictions  upon 
the  right  of  suffrage.  I  see  in  it  no  test  oath 
or  other  similar  provisions  objected  to  in  rela- 
tion to  previous  laws,  but  clearly  repealed  as 
repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far 
as  regards  the  election  of  dele^tes  to  this  con- 
vention. It  is  said  that  a  fair  and  full  vote 
will  not  bo  taken.  Who  can  safely  predict 
such  a  result  ?  Nor  is  it  just  for  a  majority, 
as  they  allege,  to  throw  the  power  into  the 
bands  of  a  mmority,  from  a  mere  apprehension 
(I  trust  entirely  unfounded)  that  tney  will  not 
be  permitted  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage. 
If,  by  fraud  or  violence,  a  majority  should  not 
be  permitted  to  vote,  there  is  a  remedy,  it  is 
hoped,  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  tne  con- 
vention itself,  acting  under  the  obligations  of 
an  oath,  and  a  pro]r)er  responsibility  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  opmion.  There  is  a  remedy, 
als(»,  if  such  facts  can  be  demonstrated,  in  the 
refusal  of  Congress  to  admit  a  state  into  the 
Union  under  a  constitution  imposed  by  a  mi- 
nority upon  a  majority  by  fraud  or  violence, 
ludced,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  convention, 
after  having  framed  a  state  constitution,  will 
(4ubmit  it  for  ratification  or  rejection,  by  a 
majority  of  the  then  actual  bona  fide  resident 
HOttlers  of  Kansas. 

(jIov.  Walker  then  says,  that  with  the  above 
views  well  known  to  the  President  and  Cabi- 
net, and  approved  by  them,  he  accepted  the 
appointment  of  governor.  His  instructions 
from  the  President  through  the  Secretary  of 
State  sustain  *'tho  regular  legislature  of  the 
territory"  in  "assembling  a  convention  to 
form '  a  constitution,"  and  they  express  the 
opinion  of  the  President  that  "when  such  a 
constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people 
of  a  territory,  they  must  be  protected  in  the 
exercise  of  their  right  of  voting  for  or  against 
that  instrument;  and  the  fair  expression  of 
the  popular  will  must  not  bo  interrupted  by 
fraud  or  violence."  And  Gov.  W.  then  repeats 
his  clear  conviction,  that  unless  the  conven- 
tion submit  the  constitution  to  the  vote  of  all 
the  actual  resident  settlers  in  Kansas,  and  the 
election  be  fairly  and  justly  conducted,  the 
constitution  will  be,  and  ought  to  be,  rejected 
by  Cimgress.  After  directing  attention  more 
impressively  to  other  questions  of  local  im- 
^K)rtance,  and  commenting  upon  the  future  of 
the  territory,  the  governor  says : — 

I  cannot  too  earnestly  impress  upon  you  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  slavery  a^tation 
from  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  Presidential 
conflicts.    It  is  conceded  that  Congress  has 


no  pomr  to  interfere  with  slavarj  in  the  atetw 
where  it  exists,  and  if  it  can  now  be  68t»b> 
lished,  as  is  clearly  the  doctrine  of  the  Consd- 
tution,  that  Congress  has  no  authority  to  inter- 
fere with  the  people  of  a  territory  on  this 
subject,  in  forming  a  state  constitution,  the 
question  must  be  removed  from  Congreeekmal 
and  Presidential  elections. 

This  is  the  principle  affirmed  bj  Congress 
in  the  act  organizing  this  territory,  ratified 
by  the  people  of  the  united  States  in  the  t^ 
cent  election,  and  maintained  by  the  late  d^ 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  If  this  principle  can  be  carried  into 
successful  operation  in  Kansas,-— that  her 
people  shall  aetermine  what  shall  be  her  social 
institutions, — ^the  slavery  queetion  must  be 
withdrawn  from  the  halls  of  Congreas,  and 
from  our  Presidential  conflicts,  and  the  safety 
of  the  Union  be  placed  beyond  all  peril: 
whereas,  if  the  principle  should  be  defeated 
here,  the  slavery  agitation  must  be  renewed 
in  all  elections  throughout  the  country,  with 
increasing  bitterness,  until  it  shall  eTentaally 
overthrow  the  government. 

It  is  this  agitation  which,  to  EnropeoD 
powers,  presents  the  only  hope  of  subverting 
our  free  institutions,  and,  as  a  oonseqacnee^ 
destroying  the  principle  of  self-govemmenl 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  this  hope  that 
has  already  inflicted  deep  injury  upon  our 
country,  exciting  monarchical  or  despotic  in* 
terference  with  our  domestic  as  well  aa  foreign 
affairs,  and  inducing  their  interposition,  not 
only  in  our  elections,  but  in  diplomatic  inter- 
course to  arrest  our  pro^ss,  to  limit  our  in* 
fluence  and  power,  depriving  us  of  great  ad- 
vantages in  peaceful  territorial  expansion,  as 
well  as  in  trade  with  the  nations  oi  tlie  world* 

Indeed,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  hostile 
position  of  the  European  press  during  the 
recent  election,  and  their  exulting  predictions 
of  the  dissolution  of  our  Union  as  a  cons^- 

?uence  of  the  triumph  of  a  sectional  candidate, 
cannot  doubt,  that  the  peaceful  and  perma- 
nent establishment  of  these  principles  now 
being  subjected  to  their  final  test  in  Kansas, 
will  terminate  European  opposition  to  all 
those  measures  whicii  must  so  much  increase 
our  commerce,  furnish  new  markets  for  our 
products  and  fabrics,  and  by  conservative 
peaceful  progress,  carry  our  flag  and  the  em- 
pire of  our  Constitution  into  new  and  adjacent 
regions  indispensable  as  a  part  of  the  Union 
to  our  welfare  and  security,  adding  coffiEre, 
sugar,  and  other  articles  to  our  staple  exports, 
whilst  greatly  reducing  their  price  to  the  con- 
sumer. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  our  foreign  intercourse  thtt 
peace  will  be  preserved,  and  our  prosperity  ad- 
vanced, by  the  accepted  fact  of  the  permanence 
of  our  government,  based  upon  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  this  question  in  Kansas ;  but 
at  home,  the  same  sentiment  will  awaken  re- 
newed confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  insti- 
tutions, give  a  new  impulse  to  all  our  industry, 
and  carry  us  onward  in  a  career  of  progress 
I  and  prosperity,  exceeding  oven  oar  most 
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gout  flX]ieoia;tioiit ;.  a  new  moTement  of  Eu- 
ropean eapital  will  flow  in  upon  us  for  per- 
manent investment,  and  a  new  exodus  of  the 
Enronean  masses,  aided  by  the  pre-emption 
princtplei  carry  westward  the  advancing  column 
of  American  states  in  one  unbroken  phalanx 
to  the  Pacific. 

And  let  me  ask  you,  what  possible  ffood  has 
been  accomplished  by  a^tating  in  Congress 
and  in  Presidential  conflicts  the  slayery  ques- 
tion 1  Has  it  emancipated  a  single  slave  or 
improved  their  condition  ?  Has  it  made  a  single 
state  free,  where  slavery  otherwise  would  have 
•xisted?  Has  it  accelerated  the  disappear^ 
ance  of  slavery  from  the  more  northern  of  the 
■laveholding  states,  or  accomplished  any  prac- 
tical good  whatever  ?  No,  my  fellow-citizens, 
nothing  but  unmitigated  evil  has  already  en- 
iiied,  with  disaster  still  more  fearful  impend- 
inff  for  the  future,  as  a  consequence  of  this 
agitation. 

There  ia  a  law  more  powerful  than  the 
le^lation  of  man,  more  potent  than  passion 
or  pr^udice,  that  must  ultimately  determine 
the  location  of  slavery  in  this  country  ;  it  is 
the  isothermal  line,  it  is  the  law  of  the  ther- 
mometer, of  latitude  or  altitude,  regulating 
climate,  labor,  and  productions,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, profit  and  loss.  Thus  even  upon 
the  mountain  heights  of  the  tropics,  slavery 
can  no  more  exist  than  in  northern  lati- 
tndes,  because  it  is  unprofitable,  being  un- 
aoited  to  the  constitution  of  that  sable  race 
transpUnted  here  from  the  equatorial  heats 
of  Africa.  Why  is  it  that  in  the  Union  slavery 
recedes  from  the  North  and  progresses  South  ? 
It  is  this  same  great  climatic  law  now  opera- 
ting for  or  against  slavery  in  Kansas.  If  the 
elevated  plams  of  Kansas,  stretching  to  the 
base  of  our  American  Alps — the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains— and  including  their  eastern  crest 
crovnied  with  perpetual  snow,  from  which 
sweep  over  her  open  prairies  those  chilling 
blasts  reducing  the  average  range  of  the  ther- 
mometer here  to  a  temperature  nearly  as  low 
as  that  of  New  England,  should  render  slavery 
unprofitable  here,  because  unsuited  to  the  tro- 
pical constitution  of  the  negro  race,  the  law 

■  above  referred  to  must  ultimately  determine 
i  that  question  here,  and  can  no  more  be  con- 
[  trolled  by  the  legislation  of  man,  than  any 
I     other  moral  or  physical  law  of  the  Almighty. 

■  Especially  must  this  law  operate  with  irre- 
sistible force  in  this  country,  where  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  is  limited  and  cannot  be  increased 
by  importation,  where  many  millions  of  acres 
uf  sugar  and  cotton  lands  are  still  unculti- 
vated, and,  from  the  ever  augmenting  demand, 
exceeding  the  supply,  the  price  of  those  great 
staples  has  nearly  doubled,  demanding  vastly 
more  slave  labor  for  their  production. 

If,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes, 
slavery  should  not  exist  here,  I  trust  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  Kansas  should  become  a 
state  controlled  by  the  treason  and  fanaticism 
of  abolition.  She  has,  in  any  event,  certain 
eonstitntional  duties  to  perform  to  her  sister 
states,  and  especially  to  her  immediate  neigh- 


bor— the  slaye-holdmg  state  of  Missonri. 
Through  that  great  state,  by  rivers  and  rail* 
roads,  must  flow  to  a  great  extent  our  trade 
and  intercourse,  our  imports  and  exports. 
Our  entire  eastern  front  is  upon  her  border ; 
from  Missouri  come  a  great  number  of  her 
citizens ;  even  the  farms  of  the  two  states  are 
cut  by  the  line  of  state  boundary,  part  in  Kan- 
sas, part  in  Missouri ;  her  citizens  meet  us  in 
daily  intercourse,  and  that  Kansas  should 
become  hostile  to  Missouri,  an  asylum  for  her 
fugitive  slaves,  or  a  propagandist  of  abolition 
treason,  would  be  alike  inexpedient  and  unjust, 
ai^d  fatal  to  the  continuance  of  the  American 
Union.  In  any  event,  then,  I  trust  that  the 
constitution  of  Kansas  will  contain  such 
clauses  as  will  for  ever  secure  to  the  state  of 
Missouri  the  faithful  performance  of  all  con- 
stitutional guarantees,  not  only  by  federal,  but 
by  state  authority,  and  the  supremacy  within 
our  limits  of  the  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  on  all  constitu- 
tional questions  be  firmly  established. 

Upon  the  south  Kansas  is  bounded  by  the 
great  Southwestern  Indian  Territory.  This 
18  one  of  the  most  salubrious  and  fertile  por- 
tions of  this  continent.  It  is  a  great  cotton 
growing  region,  admirably  adapted  by  soil 
and  climate  for  the  products  of  the  South, 
embracing  the  valleys  of  the  Arkansas  and 
Red  River,  adjoining  Texas  on  the  south 
and  west,  and  Arkansas  on  the  east,  and  it 
ought  speedily  to  become  a  state  of  the  Ame- 
rican Union.  The  Indian  treaties  will  con- 
stitute no  obstacle  any  more  than  precisely 
similar  treaties  did  in  Kansas,  or  their  lands, 
valueless  to  them,  now  for  sale,  but  which,  sold 
with  their  consent  and  for  their  benefit  like  the 
Indian  lands  of  Kansas,  would  make  them  a 
most  wealthy  and  prosperous  people,  and  their 
consent  on  these  terms  would  be  most  cheer- 
fully given.  This  territory  contains  double 
the  area  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  and  if  neces- 
sary, an  adequate  portion  of  the  western. and 
more  elevated  part  could  bo  set  apart  exclu- 
sively for  these  tribes,  and  the  eastern  and 
larger  portion  be  formed  into  a  state,  and  its 
lands  sold  for  the  benefit  of  these  tribes' (like 
the  Indian  lands  of  Kansas),  thus  greatly  pro- 
moting all  their  interests.  To  Uie  eastern 
boundary  of  this  region  on  the  state  of  Arkan- 
sas, run  the  railroads  of  that  state;  to  her 
southern  limits  come  the  great  railrosids  from 
Louisiana  and  Texas,  from  New  Orleans  and 
Galveston,  which  will  ultimately  be  joined  hj 
railroads  from  Kansas,  leading  through  this 
Indian  Territory,  connecting  Kansas  with 
New  Orleans,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  with  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  leading  through 
Texas  to  San  Francisco. 

It  is  essential  to  the  true  interests,  not  only 
of  Kimsas,  but  of  Louisiana,  Texas  and  Ar- 
kansas, Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  the  whole 
region  west  of  the  Mississippi,  that  this  co- 
terminous Southwestern  Indian  Territory 
should  speedily  become  a  state,  not  only  to 
supply  us  with  cotton,  and  receive  our  pro- 
ducts in  return,  but  as  occupying  the  area 


404 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


over  which  that  portion  of  our  railroads 
should  run,  which  connect  us  with  New  Or- 
leans and  Galveston,  and  by  the  Southern 
route  with  the  Pacific.  From  her  central  po- 
sition, through  or  connected  with  Kansas, 
must  run  tho  Central,  Northern,  and  Southern 
routes  to  the  Pacific,  and  with  the  latter,  as 
well  as  with  the  Gulf^  the  connexion  can  only 
he  secured  by  this  Southwestern  Territory  be- 
iroraing  a  state,  and  to  this  Kansas  should 
direct  her  earnest  attention  aa  essential  to  her 
prosperity. 

Our  country  and  the  world  are  regarding 
with  profound  interest  the  struggle  now  im- 
pending in  Kansas.  Whether  we  are  compe- 
tent to  self-government,  whether  we  can  decide 
this  controversy  peacefully  for  ourselves  by  our 
own  votes  without  fraud  or  violence,  whether 
the  great  principles  of  self-government  and 
state  sovereignty  can  be  carried  here  into  suc- 
cessful operation,  ore  the  questions  now  to  be 
determined,  and  upon  the  plains  of  Kansas 
may  now  be  fought  the  last  great  and  decisive 
battle,  involving  the  fate  of  the  Union,  of  state 
sovereignty,  of  self-^vemment,  and  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world.  If  you  could,  even  for  a 
brief  period,  soften  or  extinguish  sectional 
passions  or  prejudice,  and  liu  yourselves  to 
the  full  realistation  of  the  momentous  issues 
intrusted  to  your  decision,  you  will  feel,  that 
no  greater  responsibility  was  ever  devolved 
on  any  people.  It  is  not  merely  shall  slavery 
exist  in  or  di8a|)pear  from  Kansas,  but  shall 
the  great  principle  of  self-government  and 
state  sovereignty  be  maintained  or  subverted. 
State  sovereignty  is  mainly  a  practical  princi- 
ple in  so  for  as  it  is  illustrated  by  the  great 
sovereijjn  right  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
in  forming  a  state  government  to  adopt  their 
own  social  institutions,  and  this  principle  is 
disregurded  whenever  such  decision  is  sub- 
verted by  Congress,  or  overthrown  by  exter- 
nal intrusion,  or  by  domestic  fraud  or  vio- 
lence. All  those  who  oppose  this  principle, 
are  the  enemies  of  state  rights,  of  self-govern- 
ment, of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  Do 
you  love  slavery  so  much,  or  hate  it  so  in- 
tensely, that  you  would  endeavor  to  establish 
or  exclude  it  by  fraud  or  violence,  against  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  people  ?  What  is 
Kansas  with  or  without  slavery,  if  she  should 
destroy  the  rights  and  Union  of  the  states  ? 
Where  would  be  her  schools,  her  free  acade- 
mies, her  c<illoges  and  university,  her  towns 
and  cities,  her  railroads,  farms,  and  villages, 
without  the  Union,  and  the  principles  of  self- 
government  ?  Where  would  be  her  peace  and 
prosperity,  and  what  the  value  of  her  lands 
andj)ropcrty  ?  Who  can  decide  this  question 
for  Kansas,  if  not  the  people  themselves  ?  and 
if  they  cannot,  nothing  but  the  sword  can  be- 
come the  arbiter. 

On  the  one  hand,  if  you  can  and  will  decide 

SeacefuUy  this  question  yourselves,  I  see  for 
lansas  an  immediate  career  of  power,  pro- 
gress, and  prosperity,  unsurpassea  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  I  see  the  peaceful  estab- 
lishment of  our  state  constitution,  its  ratifica- 


tion by  the  people  and  our  immediate  admiv* 
sion  into  the  Union,  the  rapid  extinguishment 
of  Indian  title,  and  the  occupancy  of  tibose 
lands  by  settlers  and  cultivators ;  the  dilTnsien 
of  universal  education :  pre-emptions,  for  the 
actual  settlers,  the  state  rapidly  mterseoted  by 
a  net  work  of  railroads ;  our  churches,  sohooU, 
colleges,  and  university,  carrying  westward 
the  process  of  law  and  religion,  iiberty  and 
civilization;  our  towns,  cities,  and  Tillages, 
prosperous  and  progressing,  our  fiirms  teem- 
ing with  abundant  products,  and  g|Teatly  ap- 
preciated in  value,  and  peace,  happiness,  and 
prosperity  smiling  throughout  our  boiders. 
With  proper  clauses  in  our  constitution,  and 
the  peaceful  arbitrament  of  this  question, 
Kansas  may  become  the  model  state  of  the 
American  Union.    She  may  brinff  down  upon 
us  from  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West, 
the  praises  and  blessings  of  every  patriotio 
American,  and  of  every  friend  of  8el^goyero- 
ment  throughout  the  world.    She  may  reoord  • 
her  name  on  the  proudest  page  of  the  history 
of  our  country,  and  of  the  world,  and  as  the 
youngest  and  last  bom  child  of  the  American 
Union,  all  will  hail  and  regard  her  with  re- 
spect and  aficction. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  cannot  thus 
peacefully  decide  this  question,  fraud,  yio- 
lence,  and  injustice  will  reign  supreme  throuj^- 
out  our  borders,  and  we  wul  have  achieved  ue 
undying  infamy  of  having  destroyed  the  lib- 
erty of  our  country,  and  of  the  world.  We 
will  become  a  by-word  of  reproach  and  oblo- 
quy ;  and  all  history  will  record  the  fact,  tliat 
Kansas  was  the  grave  of  the  American  Union. 
Never  was  so  momentous  a  question  submit- 
ted to  the  decision  of  any  people;  and  we 
cannot  avoid  the  alternatives  now  placed  be- 
fore us  of  glory  or  of  shame. 

May  that  overruling  Providence  who  brought 
our  forefathers  in  safety  to  Jamestown  and 
Plymouth,  who  watched  over  our  colonial 
pupilage ;  who  convened  our  ancestors  in  har- 
monious councils,  on  the  birthday  of  American 
independence ;  who  gave  us  Washington,  and 
carried  us  successfully  through  the  strugzles 
and  perils  of  the  revolution  ;  who  assembled 
in  1787  that  noble  band  of  patriots  and  states- 
men from  North  and  South  who  framed  the 
Federal  Constitution ;  who  has  augmented  our 
numbers  from  three  millions  to  thirty  millioDS, 
has  carried  us  from  the  western  slope  of  the 
Alleghenics,  through  the  great  valleys  of  the 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  ana  now  sa- 
lutes our  standard  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
rouse  in  our  hearts  a  love  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  a  patriotic  devotion  to  the  whole  country 
— ^may  it  extinguish  or  control  all  sectional 
passions  and  prejudice,  and  enable  us  to  con- 
duct to  a  successful  conclusion  the  great  expe- 
riment of  self-government  now  being  made 
within  our  boundaries. 

Is  it  not  infinitely  better  that  slavery  should 
be  abolished  or  established  in  Kansas,  rather 
than  that  wo  shc^ild  become  slaves,  and  not 
permitted  to  govorn  ourselves?  Is  the  absence 
or  existence  of  slavery  in  Kansas  paramour  I 
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to  (li6  great  questions  of  state  sovereignty,  of 
eelf-govemment,  and  of  the  Union  ?  Is  the 
sable  African  alone  entitled  to  your  sympathy 
and  consideration,  even  if  he  were  happier  as 
a  freeman  than  as  a  slave,  either  here  or  in 
St.  Domineo,  or  the  British  West  Indies,  or 
Spanish  America,  where  the  emancipated 
•lave  has  receded  to  barbarism,  and  approaches 
the  lowest  point  in  the  descending  scale  of 
moral,  physical,  and  intellectual  degradation  ? 
Have  our  white  brethren  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can and  European  race  no  claims  upon  our 
attention  ?  liave  they  no  rights  or  interests 
entitled  to  regard  and  protection  ?  Shall  the 
destiny  of  the  African  in  Kansas  exclude  all 
considerations  connected  with  our  own  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  ?  And  is  it  fur  the  hand- 
ful of  that  race  now  in  Kansas,  or  that  may 
be  hereafter  introduced,  that  wo  should  sub- 
vert the  Union,  and  the  great  principles  of 
self-government  and  state  sovereignty,  and 
imbrue  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  country- 
men !  Important  as  this  African  question  may 
be  in  Kansas,  and  which  it  is  your  solemn 
right  to  determine,  it  sinks  into  insignificance 
compared  with  the  perpetuitv  of  the  Union, 
and  the  final  successful  establishment  of  the 
principles  of  state  sovereignty  and  free  gov- 
ernment. If  patriotism,  if  devotion  to  the 
Constitution  and  love  of  the  Union,  should 
not  induce  the  minority  to  yield  to  the  majo- 
rity on  this  question,  let  them  reflect  that  in 
no  event  can  the  minority  successfully  deter- 
mine this  question  permanently,  and  tliat  in 
DO  contingency  will  Congress  admit  Kansas 
as  a  slave  or  free  state,  unless  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  Kansas  shall  first  have  fairly  and 
freely  decided  this  question  for  themselves  by 
a  direct  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, excluding  all  fraud  or  violence.  The 
minority,  in  resisting  the  will  of  the  majority, 
may  involve  Kansas  again  in  civil  war,  they 
mav  bring  upon  her  reproach  and  oblo(juy, 
and  destroy  her  progress  and  prosperity ;  they 
may  keep  her  for  years  out  of  the  Union,  and 
in  the  whirlwind  of  agitation,  sweep  away 
the  government  itself.  But  Kansas  never  can 
be  brought  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
slavery,  except  bv  a  previous  solemn  decision, 
fully,  freely,  and  fairly  made  by  a  majority 
of  her  people  in  voting  for  or  against  the 
adoption  of  her  state  constitution.  Why, 
then,  should  this  just,  peaceful,  and  constitu- 
tional mode  of  settlement  meet  with  opposi- 
tion from  any  quarter  ?  Is  Kansas  willing  to 
destrov  her  own  hopes  of  prosperity  merely 
that  she  may  afford  political  capital  to  any 
party,  and  perpetuate  the  agitation  of  slavery 
throughout  the  Union  ?  Is  she  to  become  a 
mere  theme  for  agitators  in  other  states,  tlte 
theatre  on  which  they  shall  perform  the 
bloody  drama  of  treason  and  disunion  ?  Does 
•he  want  to  see  the  solemn  acts  of  Congress, 
the  decision  of  the  people  of  the  Union  in  the 
recent  election,  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
Judicial  authorities  of  the  country  all  over- 
tibrown,  and  revolution  and  civil  war  inaugu- , 


rated  throughout  her  lunits  ?  Does  she  want 
to  be  "  bleeding  Kansas"  for  the  benefit  of 
political  agitators  within  or  out  of  her  limits, 
or  does  she  prefer  the  peaceful  and  quiet  arbit- 
rament of  this  question  for  herself?  What 
benefit  will  the  ereat  body  of  the  people  of 
Kansas]  derive  ^om  these  agitations  ?  They 
may  for  a  brief  period  give  consequence  and 
power  to  political  leaders  and  agitators ;  but 
it  is  at  the  expense  of  the  happiness  and  wel- 
fare of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  thiB 
territory. 

Those  who  oppose  slavery  in  Kansas  do  not 
base  their  opposition  upon  anv  philanthropic 
principles,  or  any  sympathy  for  the  African 
race.  For  in  their  so-called  constitution, 
framed  at  Topeka,  ther  deem  that  entire  race 
so  inferior  and  degraded,  as  to  exclude  them 
all  forever  from  Kansas,  whether  they  be  bond 
or  free,  tlius  depriving  them  of  all  rights  here, 
and  denying  even  that  they  can  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  for  if  they  are  citizens  they 
could  not  be  constitutionally  exiled  or  excluded 
from  Kansas.  Yet  such  a  clause  inserted  in 
the  Topeka  constitution  was  submitted  by 
that  convention  for  the  vote  of  the  people, 
and  ratified  here  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  anti-slavery  party.  The  party  here, 
therefore,  has,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
affirmed  the  constitutionality  of  that  portiom 
of  the  recent  decision  of  tte  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  declaring  that  Africans 
are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  more  important,  inasmuch  as 
this  Topeka  constitution  was  ratified  with  this 
dauise  inserted  by  the  entire  Republican  party 
in  Congress,  tlius  distinctly  affirming  the  re- 
cent decisiim  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Union,  that  Africans  are  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  for,  if  citizens,  they  may  be 
elected  to  all  offices,  state  and  national,  in- 
cluding the  Presidency  itself;  they  must  be 
placed  upon  a  basis  of  perfect  equality  with 
the  whites,  serve  with  them  in  the  militia,  on 
the  bench,  the  legislature,  the  jury  box,  vote 
in  all  elections,  meet  us  in  social  intercourse  ; 
and  intermarry  freely  with  the  whites.  This 
doctrine  of  the  perfect  equality  of  the  white 
with  the  black  in  all  respects  whatsoever, 
social  and  political,  clearly  follows  from  the 
position  that  Africans  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  is  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Union  less  clearly  vindicated  by  the  posi- 
tion now  assumed  here  by  the  published  creed 
of  this  partj,  that  the  people  of  Kansas,  in 
forming  their  state  constitution  (and  not  Con- 
gress), must  decide  this  question  of  slavery  for 
themselves.  Ilaving  thus  sustained  the  court 
on  both  the  controverted  points  decided  by 
that  tribunal,  it  is  hoped  they  will  not  approve 
the  anarchical  and  revolutionary  proceedings 
of  other  states,  expunging  the  Supreme  Court 
fronk  our  system  oy  depriving  it  of  the  great 
power  for  which  it  was  create^  of  expounding 
the  Constitution.  If  that  be  done,  we  can 
have,  in  fact,  no  unity  of  government^  or  fun- 
damental law,  but  just  as  many  ever  vaijing 


S96 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


twenty-ono  years  of  ap^e,  and  all  other  white 
persons  actually  rosidinj^  "within  their  respect- 
ive counties ;  and  for  this  purpose  shall  nave 
power  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies  to  assist 
in  such  duties,  not  to  exceed  one  in  each 
municipal  township,  eaoli  of  whom,  before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take 
and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  this  act,  according  to  the 
best  of  his  skill  and  judgnif^nt,  which  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  a<iministered  to  them 
severally,  and  be  duly  certified  by  a  judge  or 
clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  the  ifnited  States, 
or  judge  or  clerk  of  the  probate  court  for  the 
several  counties,  or  ])y  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  territory. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  sheriff,  the  duties  imposed  u|K>n  such  sheriff 
by  this  act  shall  devolve  u}>on  and  be  per- 
formed by  the  judge  of  probate  court  of  the 
county  in  which  such  vacancy  may  exist, 
who  may  appoint  deputies  not  to  exceed  one 
in  each  municipal  township,  and,  in  case  the 
office  of  both  sheriff  and  probate  judge  in  any 
county  shall  be  or  become  vacant,  the  gover- 
nor  shall  appoint  some  competent  resident  of 
such  county  to  perform  such  duty,  who  shall 
have  the  same  right  to  appoint  deputies,  take 
and  subscribe  the  same  oath,  and  perform 
all  the  re([uiremcuts  of  this  act  as  applieil  to 
sheriffs. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  sheriff, 
probate  judge,  or  person  appointed  by  the 
governor,  as  licrein  provided,  in  each  county 
or  election  district,  on  or  before  the  10th  dav 
of  April  next,  to  file  in  the  officre  of  the  probate 
judge  of  such  county  or  election  district  a  full 
an«l  complete  lint  of  all  the  (lualified  voters 
resident  m  his  said  countv  or  election  district 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  ci^^liteen  hundred 
and  fiftv-seven,  which  list  shall  exhibit,  in  a 
fair  and  legible  hand,  the  names  of  all  such 
legal  voters. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  each  probate  judge,  upon  such 
returns  being  made,  witbout  delav  to  cause  to 
be  |K)stcd,  at  three  of  the  most  ])ublic  places 
in  each  election  ])reoinct  in  his  county  or  elec- 
tion district,  (me  copy  of  su«;h  list  of  qualified 
voters,  to  tlic  end  that  evorv  inhabitant  mav  i 
inst)cct  the  same  and  ftl>ply  to  said  probate  i 
judge  to  correct  any  error  he  may  fina  there- 1 
m,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided.  ! 

Sect  5.  Said  probate  judge  shall  remain  in  ' 
session  each  day,  Sun<lays  excepted,  from  the 
time  of  receiving  said  returns  until  the  first  ■ 
day  of  May  next,  at  such  places  as  shall  be ; 
most  convenient  to   the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  or  election  district,  and  proceed  to  the 
insj)ecti«>n  of  said  returns,  and  hear,  correct, 
ant*  finally  determine  according  to  the  facts, ' 
without  unreasonable  delay,  all  fiuestions  con- 
cerning the  omission  of  any  j>erson  from  said 
returns,  or  the  improper  insertion  of  any  name  j 
OD  said  retunis ;  and  any  other  question  affect-  < 


ihg  the  integrity  or  fidelity  of  said  retnrnp,  and 
for  this  purpose  shall  have  power  to  administer 
oaths  and  examine  witnesses  and  compel  their 
attendance  in  such  manner  as  said  judge  shall 
deem  necessary. 

Sec.  6.  That,  as  so<m  as  the  said  list  of  legal 
voters  shall  thus  have  been  revised  and  cor- 
rected, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
probate  judges  to  make  out  full  and  fair  copies 
thereof,  and  without  delay  furnish  to  the 
governor  of  the  territory  one  copy  and  to  the 
secretary  of  the  territory  one  copy;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  cause 
copies  thereof,  distinguishing' the  returns  from 
each  county  or  election  district,  to  be  printed 
and  distributed  generally  among  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  territory ;  ami  (me  copy  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  each  court  of  record 
or  probate  judge  within  the  limits  of  said  ter- 
ritory, and  one  copy  delivered  to  each  judge 
of  the  election,  and  at  least  three  copies  shall 
be  posted  up  at  each  place  of  voting. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor 
and  secretary  of  the  territory,  so  soon  as  the 
census  shall  be  completed  and  returns  made, 
to  proceed  to  make  an  apportionment  nf  the 
members  for  a  convention  among  the  different 
counties  and  election  districts  in  said  territory 
in  the  following  manner:  The  whole  member 
of  legal  voters  shall  be  divided  by  sixty,  and 
the  product  of  such  divisi<m,  rejecting  any 
fraction  of  a  unit,  shall  be  the  ratio  or  rule  of 
apportionment  of  members  umon^  the  several 
counties  or  election  districts ;  and  if  any  county 
or  election  district  shall  not  have  a  number 
of  legal  voters  thus  ascertained  equal  to  the 
ratio,  it  shall  be  attached  to  some  adjoining 
county  or  district,  and  thus  form  a  represen- 
tative district;  the  number  of  said  voters  in 
each  county  or  district  shall  then  be  divided 
by  the  ratio,  nn<l  the  ])r(nluct  shall  be  the 
number  of  representatives  ajiportioned  to  such 
county  or  distrii't :  Provided,  That  the  loss  in 
the  nuni})er  of  members,  caused  by  the  frac- 
tions remaining  in  the  several  counties  in  the 
division  of  the  legal  vottTs  thereof,  shall  be 
compensated  by  assigning  to  so  many  counties 
or  districts  as  have  the  hirgest  fractions  an 
additional  member  for  its  fraction  as  may  l»e 
necessary  to  make  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
sentatives sixty. 

Sec.  8.  An  election  shall  be  held  for  mem- 
bers of  a  convention  to  form  a  ct>nstitution 
for  the  state  of  Kansas,  according  to  the  a[»- 
])ortionnient  to  be  nuide  as  aforesai*!  on  the 
third  Monday  in  June  next,  to  be  held  at  the 
various  election  precincts  established  in  tl^e 
territory,  in  a<:cordance  with  the  |)rovision8  •  f 
law  (m  that  subject ;  and  at  surh  elec^tion  no 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  unles*^  his 
name  shall  appear  u))on  said  corrected  list. 

Sec.  9.  The  board  <>f  countv  c(mimissioner8 
shall  appoint  the  ])laces  of  voting  for  their 
respective  (!»)unties  or  election  districts.  They 
shall  apptant  three  suitable  persons  to  be 
judges  of  the  eh'ction  at  tnich  place  of  voting. 
1'hey  shall  cause  a  notice  of  the  places  of 
holding  elections  in  their  respective  counties 
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or  difltricts  to  be  published  and  distributed  in 
ererj  election  district  or  precinct  ten  days 
before  the  day  of  election.  If  any  judge  of 
election  so  appointed  shall  fail  or  refuse  to 
perform  the  outies  of  said  office,  the  legal 
voters  assembled  at  the  place  and  on  the  day 
appointed  for  said  election  shall  have  the 
power  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  election  amongst 
themselves. 

Sec.  10.  The  judges  of  election  8liall  cacli, 
before  entering  on  me  discharge  of  his  duties, 
make  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  faith- 
fally  and  impartially  discharge  the  duties  of 
judge  of  the  election  according  to  law,  which 
oath  shall  be  administered  by  any  officer  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths.  The  clerks  of 
election  shall  be  appointed  by  the  judges,  and 
shall  take  the  like  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
administered  by  one  of  the  judges  or  by  any 
of  the  officers  aforesaid.  Duplicate  returns 
of  election  shall  be  made  and  certified  ]>y  the 
judges  and  clerks,  one  of  which  shall  bo  de- 
posited with  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers for  the  county  or  district  in  which  the 
election  is  held,  and  the  other  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  and 
the  one  having  the  highest  numl^er  of  votes  in 
his  county  or  election  district  shall  be  the  re- 
presentative for  such  county  or  district ;  and, 
m  case 'of  a  tie  or  a  contest  in  which  it  can- 
not be  satisfactorily  determined  who  was  duly 
elected,  the  convention  when  assembled  shall 
order  a  new  election,  as  herein  provided. 

Sec.  11.  Every  l)ona  fide  inhabitant  of  the 
territory  of  Kansas  on  the  third  Monday  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
(»ver  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who 
shall  have  resided  three  months  next  before 
said  election  in  the  county  in  which  he  oficrs 
to  vote,  and  no  other  person  whatever,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  ony 
I>erson  qualified  as  a  voter  may  be  a  delegate 
to  8aid  convention,  and  no  others. 

Sec.  12.  All  persons  hereby  authorized  to 
take  the  census,  or  to  as.'^ist  in  the  taking 
thereof,  shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths 
and  examine  persons  on  oath  in  all  cases 
wliere  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  full  and 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  under  this 
art. 

Sec.  13.  If  any  person,  by  menace,  throats, 
or  force,  or  by  any  other  unlawful  means, 
-liall  directly  or  indirectly  attempt  to  influ- 
ence anv  qualified  voter  in  giving  his  vote,  or 
deter  him  from  going  to  the  poll,  or  disturb 
•ir  hinder  him  in  the  free  exercise  of  his  right 
of  suffrage  at  said  election,  the  person  so 
tiTcnding  shall  bo  adjudged  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  punished  by  fine  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not 
less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  six,  or 
by  both. 

Sec.  14.   That  every  person  not  being  a 

Sualified  voter  according  to  the  provisions  of 
lis  act,  who  shall  vote  at  any  election  within 
said  territory,  knowing  that  he  is  not  entitled 
fio  fote,  and  every  person  who,  at  the  same 


I  election,  shall  vote  more  than  once,  whether 
i  at  the  same  or  a  different  place,  shall  be 
;  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be 

Sunished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
ollars  nor  exceeding  two  hundred,  or  by 
imprisonment  not  less  than  three  months  nor 
exceeding  six,  or  both. 

Sec.  15.  Any  person  whatsoever  who  may 
be  charged  with  holding  the  election  herein 
authorized  who  shall  wilfully  and  knowingly 
commit  any  fraud  or  irregularity  whatever, 
with  the  intent  to  hinder  or  prevent  or  defeat 
a  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will  in  the 
said  election,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months 
nor  more  than  twelve  months,  or  both. 

Sec.  16.  The  delegates  thus  elected  shall 
assemble  in  convention  at  the  capitol  of  said 
territory  on  the  first  Monday  of  Septemlyoi 
next,  and  shall  proceed  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  which  shall  be  repub- 
lican in  its  form,  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states  in 
all  respe<;t8  whatever,  by  the  name  of  the 
State  ot  Kansas. 

Sec.  17.  Said  committee,  when  assembled, 
shall  elect  a  presiding  officer,  and  all  other 
officers  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  their 
business,  and  the  members  and  officers  of  said 
convention  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  compeusatitm  as  the  members  and 
officers  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Kansas 
Territory,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  18.  All  sheriff's  and  other  officers,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them 
by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  four 
dollars  for  each  day  tliey  are  necessarily 
employed. 

oec'  10.  Doniphan  shall  constitute  the  first 
election  district.  Brown  and  Nemaha  the 
second,  Atchis<m  the  third,  Leavenworth  the 
fourth,  Jefferson  the  fifth,  Calhoun  the  sixth, 
Marshall  the  seventh,  Riley  the  eighth,  John- 
sou  the  ninth,  D<.»uglas  the  tenth,  Shawnee, 
Richardson  and  Daivis  the  eJeventh,  Lykins 
the  twelfth,  Franklin  the  thirteenth,  A\^eller, 
Breckenridgo,  "Wise  and  Madison  the  four- 
teenth, Butler  and  Coffey  the  fifteenth,  Linn 
the  sixteenth,  Anderson  tfie  seventeenth,  Bour- 
Ixm,  McGee.  Dorn  and  Allen  the.  eighteenth, 
Woodson,  "Wilson,  Godfrey,  Greenwood  and 
Hunter  the  nineteenth. 

Sec.  20.  All  votes  eiven  at  the  election 
herein  provided  for  shall  be  rira  roc*. 

Letter  of  Att'y  Gen.  Isacks  thereon : 

"Washington  City,  March  25. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Union. 

Sir:  In  your  issue  of  the  21st  instant,  in 
which  the  act  of  the  Le^slative  Assembly  of 
Kansas  Territory  providing  for  the  formation 
of  a  state  constitution  was  published,  you 
copied  also  an  article  from  tne  New  "York 
Journal  of  Commerce,  which  called  in  question 


fd  poLiiuuti  nmnQo^ 


tiw  proprie^  of  die  MxirM  of  lint  Indyiu  Ml 
QnmdiDK  ftr  ft  reEannoe  of  the  aooatilatton  to 
the  people,  and  stated  that  a  failoie  m  to  do 
WB<^  in  the  judgment  of  that  paper,  "  a  man- 
feat  defeoL''^ 

Beieg  wmeirhat  aoqneinted  with  the  u 
preHuinB  under  which  the  Auemhlj  aoted,^ 
im»t  I  maj  be  pardoned  in  eajing  a  word  in 
explanation  of  their  new  of  the  matter. 

The  oommitteefl  in  which  the  bill  orinoated 
were  of  opinion  that  the  Auembl;  had_  no 
power  to  dictate  to  the  ooaTeotion  (whkh, 
when  asaembled,  would  represent  the  eorer- 
eigntj  of  the  people)  what  oourae  ihoold  be 
pursued  on  that  or  anj  other  enlijecit. 

If  the  Assembly  had  power  to  oommand  a 
reference  of  the  oonstitaUoD  to  the  people,  that 
body  certainly  had  the  ri^t  to  make  other 
reqairementa,  and  thus  might  hare  dictated 
proviiioni  on  anj  other  subjeot. 

There  oau  be  no  deabt  or  a  referenoe  of  the 
eenstitntioa  to  the  people,  aad  that  the  objeo- 
tion  urged  bj  the  Journal  of  Commeroe  will 
be  removed. 

A.  J.  Imcks. 


Aet  of  Territorial  Le^statore  of  Kansas  repeal- 
ing what  are  known  as  the  obnoxious  sets. 
Be  it  eaadal  by  lie  Oovemor  and  Leffula- 


aet  entitled  an  aot  to  rtwnUte  elections  as 
prorides  that  any  person  otullenged  as  a  roter 
mayberequirad  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
^hift.  he  wul  sustain  the  pTOTisionB  of  the  eer- 
oral  acts  of  Congress  in  that  section  specified, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Soo.  2.  All  officers  hereaher  elected  or  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  of  honor,  truit,  or  profit, 
under  the  laws  of  thie  territoi;,  shall,  before 
entering  anon  the  duties  of  such  office,  take 
and  snbaonbe  an  oath  to  support  the  Consd- 
tutioQ  of  the  United  States  and  thejiroTivions 
of  an  act  to  organiie  the  territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas,  and  faithfully  to  demean 
himself  in  office,  and  no  other. 

Seo.  3.  All  attomeye-ai'law,  obttuning  a 
license  in  this  territory,  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  ana  the  prorisions  of  an  act 
to  organiie  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  and  faithfully  and  honestly  to  demean 
himself  in  his  practice. 

Seo.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsiet- 
ent  with  Uie  proTisioos  of  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed. 

This  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  ita  passage. 

T  BOX  AS  JOBNSON, 

President  of  the  Council. 

Wk.  G.  MilTHWS, 

Speaker  of  the  House. 
I  hereby  certify  tiiat  the  within  is  a  true 
and  correot  copy  of  the  enrolled  bill. 

Tioif  u  C.  HnaHBB, 
Chief  Clerk  Council. 
UsODpton,  K.  T.,  Feb.  14, 18S7. 


Be  it  aiaeted  bvthe  Oaeerwr  and  tjcgiilalin 
Aitemblff  of  Ike  Itm'tory  o/Karuat.  That  tlie 
tn'etfth  Ecction  of  an  act,  eotilled  "  Ad  act  to 
puoish  offences  against  slave  property,"  he, 
ai^d  the  BBme  is  hereby,  repealed. 

TnoMA^JonNsoM, 
Prefiuleot  of  the  CounciL 
Wm.  G.  M^thus. 
Speaker  of  the  House. 
I  hereby  oerUfy  that  Uie  within  is  a  true 
and  correct  oopy  of  the  enrolled  bill. 

Thomas  C.  IIircBES, 
Chief  Clerk  Council. 
Leoompton,  K.  T.,  Feb.  14, 185T. 

Adbuss  or  Hon.  F.  F.  Stamwh,  GtacBHawr 

AND  ACTIHO  GOTSUfOa. 

To  the  people  of  the  t«rritoi7  of  Kansta  :— 

Fellow  oitiiens :— The  Hon.ltobart  J.  Tal- 
ker, present  goTemor  of  the  territ<wy,  u^ 
oepted  his  appointment  ftom  the  PNaUspl 
upon  oondition  that  he  should  not  be  leqoiMd 
to  leave  Washington  until  the  11th  «  U»J 
neit.  Circumetanoea  beyond  bia  eontial  (w 
der  it  impossible  for  him  to  start  baferalhtt 
day;  he  may,  therefore,  be  ezpeolad  hsn 
about  the  middle  of  next  monUi,  and  will 
then  assume  the  ezecutire  antbori^  of  As 
territory. 

Dunns;  the  absence  of  the  KOrenMir,  by  ths 
organic  W  of  the  territory,  Uie  wboU  MiH 
and  responsibilitJes  of  the  exeontiTe  >t*  4f- 
Tolved  upon  me  by  Tirtae  of  my  oommiiiiw 
as  secretary.  In  assuming  to  axarwo  iht 
functions  of  this  high  office,  at  tliii  ai6efi 
joncture  in  the  a^rs  of  the  territwj,  itii 
not  inappropriate  that  I  should  briefly  imitate 
the  course  which  I  shall  feel  it  my  doty  to 
pursue. 

The  goremnient  of  the  United  States  le- 
ODgnisea  the  authority  of  the  territorial  gOT- 
ernment  in  all  matters  which  are  witliin  the 
scope  of  the  organic  act  of  Conj^ress  and  ««■• 
eistent  with  the  Federal  Constitution.  I  boU 
that  there  can  be  no  other  rizhtful  authorin 
exercised  within  the  limits  of  Kansas,  and  1 
shall  proceed  to  the  fiutliful  and  impartial  at- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  the  territory,  by  the 
of  all  the  means  placed  in  my  power,  and 
which  ma;  be  necessary  to  that  end. 

The  ^Temment  especially  reoognises  &e 
territoruil  act  which  provides  for  asserobtiDg 
>  form  a  constitution  with  a  Tiew 
ipplicatiou  to  Congress  for  adnui- 
tate  iuto  the  Cnion.  That  ad  is 
igorded  as  presentinz  the  only  teat  of  the 
qualification  of  voters  &r  delegates  to  the  oaa- 
I,  and  all  preceding  ropugnaut  rettrie- 
fe  thereby  rcpeaied.  In  this  light  tkt 
St  be  allowed  to  have  provided  fiir  a  AiU 
and  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  the  peopla 
through  the  delegates  who  may  be  cluacai  ID 
~epresent  them  in  the  oonstitulional  otmTO^ 
ion.  I  do  not  doubt,  however,  that,  in  ocdw 
to  avoid  all  pretext  for  resistance  to  Uie  peiW 
ful  operation  of  this  law  the  conventioa  ilMtf 

11,  If)  some  form,  provide  for  snbmittang  tkp 
great  distrasting  question  ngudinx  u«> 


o  making  a 
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eocial  institadon,  which  has  so  loDg  agitated !  adopted  generon^Ij,  without  any  conRideratioii 
the  people  of  Kansan,  to  a  fair  vote  of  all  the  j  of  the  origin  of  the  difficulty,  and  without 
actuiil  honafide  residents  of  the  territory,  with !  question  as  to  the  party  which'mav  bo  respon- 
every  poft»ible  security  aj^nst  fraud  and  vio-  j  Bible  for  the  wrong.  It  will  involve  no  con- 
lenc!e.  If  the  constitution  be  thus  framed,  |  cession  or  advantage  to  either  partv,  but  will 
and  the  question  of  difference  thus  submitted  j  ])e  merely  an  act  of  economy,  dcHigncd  to  olt- 
to  the  decision  of  the  people,  I  believe  that  literate,  as  far  as  possible,  fmm  the  hearts  of 
Kansas  will  be  admittecl  by  Congress,  without     '  •       -  -    .      .. 

delay,  as  one  uf  the  sovereign  states  of  the 


American  Union,  and  the  territorial  authorities 
will  be  immediately  withdrawn. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  all  the  power  of  the 
territorial  executive  will  be  exerted,  with  en- 
tire impartiality,  to  prevent  fraud,  to  suppress 


the  people,  all  memory  of  the  diHnstnms  and 
lamentaole  contest  which  has  heretofore  deso- 
lated this  unhappy  territory.  If  it  shall  have 
that  effect,  thougli  it  may  pardon  some  in- 
stances of  gross  wrong  and  outrage,  it  will 
tend  to  calm  the  excited  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  prevent  similar  occurrences  in  the 


violence,  and  to  secure  to  every  citizen  a  fair  ;  future.  It  will  be  a  measure  of  crmciliation 
opportunity  for  the  safe  and  peaceful  exercise  '  and  peace,  and  will  leave  the  people  free  from 
of  his  elective  privilege.  It  will  l)o  no  less  the  ]  apprehension  in  the  future,  so  that  they  can 
duty  than  the  earnest  desire  and  great  pleasure  I  safely  devote  themselves  to  those  important 
of  the  gr>vemor,  or  ai'ting  governor  of  the  ter- 1  la}K)f8  which  are  designed  to  make  this  terri- 
ritory,  to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  policy   tory  a  great,  prosperous,  and  happy  state. 


avowed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Smtes  i 
in  his  recent  inaugural  address,  in  which  he  \ 
declares  it  to  be  *'  the  im{>erative  ami  indis- 
pensable duty  of  the  government  of  the  United 
states  to  secure  to  every  resident  inha]»itant 
the  free  and  independent  expression  of  his 
opinion  by  his  vote.    This  sacred  right  of  each 
individual   must  be  prei*erved,"  and,   *'that 
being  accomplished,  nothing  can  bo  fairer  than 
to  leave  the  people  of  a  territory,  free  from  all .' 
foreign  interference,  to  decide  their  own  des- 
tiny for  themselves,  subject  only  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States." 

Nothing  is  wanting  but  to  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  the  T)e<^ple  of  all  parties  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  aeclared  intenti<m  of  the  territo- 

•■  a.*A  1.1  ••t»! 


Fred.  P.  Stanton*, 
Secrotary  and  Acting  Governor. 
Lecompton,  17th  April,  Wu. 

Correspondence  between  a  committee  of 
Free  State  men  and  Acting  (lovernor  Stanton 
upon  the  mode  of  election  of  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention. 

Lawrence,  K.  T.,  April  25. 
Hon.  F.   P.   Stan'ton,   Acting  Governor  of 

Kansas  Territory, 

Dear  Sir :  In  your  address  to  the  people  of 
Lawrence  last  evening,  we  underst<jod  you  to 
say  in  substance,  that  you  would  enforce  the 
laws  enacted  by  a  legislature  elected  by  the 


rial  executive,  to  carry  out  these  principles  in  I  people  of  an  adjoining  state  until  they  should 
good  faith,  in  order  to  induce  the  co-openition  be  repealed ;  also,  if  the  laws  are  unjust  or 
of  all  good  men  in  the  pending  measures  for  distasteful  our  remedy  is  the  ballot  box. 
adopting  a  state  constitution.  The  principles  History  has  indelibly  recordcil  the  fact 
themselves  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  the  which  (ion.  Maclean  admitted,  in  our  pre- 
8ober  judgment  of  the  people ;  and  I  ardently  sence,  last  evening,  that  the  ballot-b<»x  was 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  paramount  interest's  taken  from  the  |)eople  of  Kansas  territory,  on 
involved,  that  the  necessary  conlideuce  will  j  the  oOth  March,  1835,  and  has  not  to  this  day 
not  be  withheld.  I  been  returned.    From  that  time  until  the  pre- 

The  deplorable  events  which  have  marke<l  i  sent  the  people  have  luul  no  voice  whatever  in 
the  history  of  the  territory  up  to  this  time  have  '  making  laws  or  in  selecting  officers  to  ad- 


doubtless  left  their  natural  results  of  enmity 
and  heart-burnings  among  the  people,  as  also 
upon  the  criminal  records  of  the  territorial 
eonrts.     Indictments  have  been  found  against 


minister  them,  notwithstanding  the  world- 
wide declaration  by  the  administration  at 
Washington,  and  its  friends  elsewhere,  that 
the  people  should  be  ])errcctly  free  to  regu- 
many  of  those  who  acted  in  a  military  capa-  late  their  institutions  in  their  own  way,  sub- 
city  under  the  authority  of  the  territorial  go-  ject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Temment,  f<>r  acts  and  excesses  alleged  to  be   States. 

wholly  illegal  and  unjustifiable.  On  the  other  We  are  now  invited  to  y>articipate  in  an 
hand,  similar  persecutions  have  been  insti-  election  of  delegates  to  a  constitutional  con- 
tutdl  against  those  who  resisted  the  territorial  vention  to  meet  in  September  next,  to  frame 
authorities,  and  who  undertof)k  to  retaliate  for  a  c<mstitution  and  state  government.  Wo  are 
the  alleg(Ml  wrongs  committed  against  them,    told  that  the  election  law  is  a  sjjod  one ;  that 


It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that,  in  order  to 
promote  peace  ami  harmony,  and  to  secure  the 
future  repose  of  the  people,  there  ought  to  be 
a  genera!  amnoMty  in  reference  to  all  those 
acts,  on  biitli  sid^",  which  grew  out  of  the  po- 
litical contest,  and  which  were  not  corruptly 
and  fcloniou-ly  committed  for  personal  gain, 
and  to  gratify  individual  malignity. 
Thip  measure,  if  adopted  at  all,  ought  to  be 


the  voice  of  the  actual  settlers  can  be  heard 
at  the  polls,  and  that  justice  will  be  meted  out 
to  all  parties.  We  regret  that  the  past  con- 
duct of  the  officers  to  superintend  this  election 
has  not  been  such  as  to  permit  us  to  believe 
that  they  will  secure  a  fair  vote  of  the  people ; 
and  the  fact  that  many  well  known  citizens 
in  Kansas  are  omitted'  from  the  registry  list, 
and  that  as  well  known  citisena  and  residentv 
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w  MBflMMUFi  -an  rMgntwfJ,  b  Mndaiiyis  proof 
to  «K  that  ft  flur  eieefeion  ii  BOt  intended,  and 
will  not  be  permitted  by  tbe  offieen  who  hmve 
thna  fiff  hftd  the  ntatter  in  charge.  Bat  if  a 
&ir  ebciion  ia  intended,  noiwitiwtanding  the 
body  of  men  calling  ii  was  not  elected  l^  the 
people  of  Kanaas ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
people  have  alreadj  fbnned  a  eonstitation,  of 
which  a  large  maiority  approve,  we,  the  an* 
dersigned,  are  willing  to  overlook  the  past, 
and  g^  into  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
•titational  convention,  shoald  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  Kansas  oonoar,  if  the  following 
course  will  be  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the 
eleotion,  to  wit: — 

/Vrrt.— Two  persons  shall  be  elected  in  each 
township  or  district  to  correct  the  registry  list 
-Hme  by  the  Pro-Slavery  and  one  by  the  IPree 
State  party,  who  shall  proceed  in  company  to 
take  tne  census,  and  register  all  legal  voters ; 
and  the  probate  judges  shall  correct  the  first 
lists,  ana  the  appointment  of  deleeates  shall 
be  made  aocordm^  to  the  retoms  thus  made. 
Second.-— ¥ouT  jad^  of  election  shall  be 
selected  for  each  votmg  precinct,  two  by  the 
Pro-Slavery  and  two  by  the  Free  State  party ; 
and  the  names  of  three  of  said  judges  shall  be 
required  to  a  certificate  of  eleotion  to  entitle  a 
person  to  a  seat  in  the  convention. 

We  think  your  excellency  will  at  once  per- 
oeive  that  some  such  course  must  be  pursued 
to  correct  the  list,  or  no  correction  can  be 
made.  We  are  informed  by  credible  reports 
that  in  some  districts,  non-residents  to  the 
number  of  thousands  have  already  been  regis- 
tered, while  actual  Free  State  setUers  have 
been  refused ;  and  how  else  can  the  lists  be 
oorrected  than  by  a  re-taking  of  the  census  by 
some  person  or  persons  who  have  regard  for 
an  oatn  ?  Testimony  of  a  ne^tive  character 
can  avail  nothing,  and  to  obtain  positive  testi- 
mony with  reference  to  the  residence  of  those 
enlisted  from  another  state  would  be  impossi- 
ble in  tiie  short  time  remaining  before  the 
election. 

That  you  have  the  power  to  take  any  course 
you  may  think  proper  to  secure  a  fair  election, 
we  have  no  douot.  It  is  not  material  that  the 
letter  of  the  law  calling  the  election  should  be 
strictiy  followed,  indeed  no  law  at  all  is  requi- 
site, so  that  the  will  of  a  mi^jority  of  the  people 
can  be  ascertained.  Congress  can  give  legality 
to  a  constitution  formed  in  accordance  with  a 
previous  territorial  act  or  without  one,  and  we 
trust  your  excellency  will  restore  the  ballot- 
box  to  the  people  of  Kansas  in  all  its  purity 
at  any  risk  ot  informality  in  minor  and  non- 
eraential  provisions  of  the  election  regulations. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
C.  Robinson,  G.  W.  Smith, 

Wm.  Hutchinson,         Geo.  F.  Earle, 
Edward  Clark,  Joseph  Cracklin, 

Ephraim  Nute,  Jr.,      G.  Jenkins, 
John  Hutchinson,        S.  S.  Emory, 
G.  C.  Brackett,  John  H.  Wakefield, 

£.  D.  Ladd,  J.  A.  Finley. 

C  W.  Baboodk, 


Xzoealive  OSm,    \ 
LeoomptOB,  K.  T.,  April  80, 1867.  | 

GeBtlemen:  Tours  of  the  25th  hiBtreaoMd 
me  only  by  last  lugfaf  s  maiL  I  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  replv  to  Uie  proportion  you  make 
in  reference  to  tne  election  about  to  be  held 
fat  delegates  to  a  oonstitutional  conventioii.        . 

As  I  take  a  diffsrent  view  of  the  Iftwt  of  i 
the  territory  from  that  which  you  express,  il 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  consent  to  aiiT 
new  proceedinjg  in  opposition  to  thai  whioo 
has  been  sanctioned  uj  the  legislativa  antho* 
rities. 

I  did  not  hear  from  Gen.  Madeaa  any  nush 
admission  as  you  represent  him  to  htm  maia. 
That  goitieman  spoke  only  of  hia  indvridsftl 
action  in  the  particular  mentioned,  and 
whether  that  action  was  ridhit  or  wnaig^  or 
whether  it  occurred  in  that  individual  inatanoa 
only,  or  in  a  thousand  others,  by  men  either 
from  Missouri  or  Massachusetts,  it  could  not 
invalidate  the  laws  which  now  prevail  iB  the 
territory.  If  I  believed — as  I  do  not  belief  e  » 
your  assertion  that  the  laws  of  Kansas  wese 
« enacted  by  a  legislature  elected  by  tlM 
people  of  an  adjoining  state,"  it  would  still  be 
impossible  for  me  to  set  them     ~'^~     '^' 


attempt  to  do  so  would  be  an  act  of  poae 
usuriHttion,  not  less  objectionable  in  its  char- 
acter end  effects  than  the  fraudulent  intsr* 
ference  which  you  attribute  to  the  people 
of  Missouri.  I  must,  therefore,  say  to  yoo  in 
the  most  explicit  language,  that  I  can  do 
nothing  whicn  denies  the  authori^  and  Vft> 
lidity  of  the  laws  enacted  within  this  tar> 
ritory.  Congress  alone  has  power  to  abrogate 
them. 

I  have  no  authority  over  the  probate  judgsa. 
It  is  not  my  province  to  advise  them  in  relar 
tion  to  the  performance  of  their  judicial  fbne- 
tions.  Yet  it  will  not  be  improper  for  me  to 
say  that  it  would  be  very  judicious  and  be- 
coming in  them  to  obtain  every  poHsible  infer* 
mation  from  respectable  men  of  both  parties, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  correct  the  list  of 
voters.  If  such  impartial  men  of  their  own 
will  and  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  could 
take  a  new  census  and  pre&ent  it  to  the  pro- 
bate judges  yvith  sufficient  proof  of  its  tair- 
ness  and  accuracy,  I  think  the  probate  judges 
would  be  bound  to  adopt  it  and  return  it  to 
the  governor  as  the  true  list  legally  corrected. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  any  probate  judge  in 
the  territory  refuse  to  receive  the  sworn  testi- 
mony of  two  respectable  men,  differing  in 
politics,  as  to  any  matter  within  their  know- 
ledge, connected  with  the  residence  of  citiaens, 
and  their  oualifications  as  voters.  I  do  not 
believe  sucn  a  wrong  can  possibly  have  oc- 
curred, and  I  therefore  say  that  if  you  had 
been  desirous  of  obtaining  a  correct  list  of 
voters  for  the  coming  election,  you  had  it  in 
your  power  to  accomplish  that  object  in  pe^> 
feet  conformity  with  the  law. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  reply  to  your  etsl^ 
ment  of  facts.  I  cannot  do  so  from  any  paik 
sonal  knowledge  enabling  me  either  to  aaiBie 
or  deny  them.    I  may  say,  however  I  haem 
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heftrd  statements  quite  as  authentic  as  jour 
own,  and  in  some  instances  from  members  of 
jour  own  partj,  to  the  effect  that  your  politi- 
eal  friends  have  verj  generall j,  indeed  almost 
universallj,  refused  to  participate  in  the  pend- 
ing proceedings  for  registering  the  names  of 
the  legal  voters.  In  some  instances  they  have 
eiyen  fictitious  names,  and  In  numerous  others 
Uiej  have  refused  to  give  any  names  at  all. 
You  cannot  deny  that  your  party  have  hereto- 
fore resolved  not  to  take  part  in  the  registra- 
tion, and  it  appears  to  me  that  without  in- 
dulging ungenerous  suspicions  of  the  integri- 
ty of  officers,  you  might  well  attribute  any 
errors  and  omissions  of  the  sheriffs  to  the  ex- 
istence of  this  well  known  and  controlling 
&ct.  I  forbear  to  say  anything  of  the  un- 
zeasonableness  of  your  requirement  that  we 
shall  set  aside  the  law  in  order  to  accomplish 
irhtkt  you  have  refused  to  do  in  obedience  to 
its  provisions,  but  I  will  be  most  happy  to 
learn  that  you,  gentlemen,  and  your  party 
friends  generally,  have  been  at  work  in  earn- 
est with  a  view  to  enable  the  probate  judges 
to  present  a  true  and  perfect  list  of  the  legal 
TOters  of  the  territory.  You  have  had  power 
lo  correct  the  lists — if  you  have  failed  to  do  it, 
the  fauh  will  be  your  own. 

In  reference  to  your  proposition  to  appoint 
four  judges  of  election  at  every  place  of  voting, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  law  very  wisely  author- 
ixes  only  three.  The  governor  has  nothing  to 
do  with  their  appointment.  It  is  not  in  my 
power,  therefore,  to  adopt  your  suggestions  in- 
this  particular.  If  I  hail  any  authority  in  the 
matter,  I  would,  in  every  instance,  appoint  as 
judges  of  election  one  Republican  of  your 
iiarty,  one  National  Democrat  in  favor  of  a 
rree  state,  and  one  National  Democrat  in  favor 
of  making  a  slave  state :  this  would  be  quite 
as  fair  and  impartial  a  mode  of  proceeding  as 
ever  is,  or  indeed  can  be  adoptcKl  by  political 
parties  in  any  country.  I  most  smcerely 
nope  the  probate  iudges  may  adopt  this  sug- 
gestion, or  any  other  which  may  better  avail 
lo  secure  a  perfectly  fair  and  independent  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Frxd'k  p.  Stanton,  Secretary, 
and  Acting  Governor  of  Kausas  Territory. 
To  0.  Robinson,  Wm.  IIutcuinson,  Edward 
Clark,  and  others. 

Inaugural  Address  of  the  IIon.  Robert  J. 
Walker,  Governor  of  Kansas,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1857. 

Governor  Walker,  afler  alluding  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Governor  of  Kansas,  proceeded  to  say : 

Under  our  practice  the  preliminary  act  of 
framing  a  state  constitution  is  unifY)rmly 
performed  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
oonvention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  people 
themselves.  That  convention  is  now  about  to 
be  dected  by  you  under  the  call  of  the  terri- 
l9r»l  legislature,  oreated^  and  so  recognised 
«<3 


by  the  authority  of  Congress,,  and  clothed  by 
it  in  the  comprehensive  language  of  thie 
organic  law  with  full  power  to  make  such  an 
enactment.  The  territorial  legislature,  then, 
in  assembling  this  convention,  were  fully  sus- 
tained by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  convention  is  distinctly  recognised 
in  my  instructions  from  tlie  President  of  the 
United  States.  Those  who  oppose  this  course, 
cannot  aver  the  alleged  irregularity  of  the 
territorial  le^slature,  whose  laws  m  town 
and  city  elections,  in  corporate  franchieee,  and 
on  all  other  subjects  but  slavery,  they  acknow- 
ledge by  their  votes  and  acquiescence.  If  that 
legislature  was  invalid,  then  are  we  without 
law  or  order  in  Kansas,,  without  town,  city,  or 
county  organization,,  all  legal  and  judicial 
transactions  are  void,  all  titles  null,  and 
anarchy  reigns  throughout  our  borders. 

It  is  my  duty,  in  seeing  that  all  constitu 
tional  laws  are  fairly  executed,  to  take  care, 
as  far  as  practicable,  that  this  election  of  dele- 
8:ates  to  the  convention  shall  be  free  from 
fraud  or  violence,  and  that  they  shidl  be  pro- 
tected in  their  deliberations. 

The  people  of  Kansas  then  are  invited  by 
the  highest  authority  known  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  participate  freely  and  fairly  in  the 
election  of  delegates  to  frame  a  constitution 
and  state  government.  The  law  has  per- 
formed its  entire  appropriate  function,  wnen 
it  extends  to  the  people  the  right  of  su£Frage : 
but  it  cannot  compel  the  performance  of  that 
duty.  Throughout  our  whole  Union,  however, 
and  wherever  free  government  prevails,  those 
who  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  authorize  those  who  do  vote  to  act 
for  them  in  that  contingency,  and  the  ab- 
sentees are  as  much  bound  under  the  law  and 
Constitution,  where  there  is  no  fraud  or  vio- 
lence, by  the  majority  of  those  who  do  vote, 
as  althuugh  all  had  participated  in  the  elec- 
tion. Otherwise,  as  voting  must  be  voluntary, 
self-government  would  be  impracticable,  and 
monarchy  or  despotism  would  remain  as  the  - 
only  alternative. 

\ou  should  not  console  yourselves,  my  fel- 
low-citizens, with  the  reflection,  that  you  may, 
by  a  subsequent  vote,  defeat  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution.  Although  most  anxious  to 
secure  to  you  the  exercise  of  that  great  con- 
stitutional right,  and  believing  that  the  con- 
vention is  the  servant,  and  not  the  master  of 
the  people,  yet  I  have  no  power  to  dictate  the 
proceedings  of  that  body.  I  cannot  doubt, 
however,  the  course  they  will  adopt  on  this 
subiect.  But  why  incur  the  hazard  of  the 
preliminary  formation  of  a  constitution  by  a 
minority,  as  alleged  by  you,  when  a  majorityr 
by  their  own  votes,  could  control  the  forming 
of  that  instrument? 

But  it  is  said  that  the  convention  was  not 
legally  called,  and  that  the  election  will  not 
be  freely  and  fairly  conducted.  The  terri- 
torial legislature  is  the  power  ordained  for 
this  purpose  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  opposing  i^  you  resist  the  au- 
thority of  the  feaeral  govemment.     The  1^- 
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It  thus  Mipean  to  Qi«  •ommittea,  from 
oincixL  erionto^  that  th«  <mpo«tioa  b  Kui- 
iH  to  the  LeooBptOD  eooventiMi,  oonnited  of 
perwmB  engaMd  in  inmiTrealioii,  rebellioD,  and 
r«Tolntion.  Bomo  fow  ftre  known  to  be  uti- 
HM  of  the  United  8tete«.  Whether  the  otben 
are  etficmt  or  aliow,  whether  in  aiUgiatiet  or 
not,  thej  an  ell  known  to  be  enemiea  of  the 
goremment,  and  openly  engaged  in  attempts 
againat  law  aitd  order  in  the  territory,  and 
aninst  the  peace  and  qnietade  of  Booietf. 
Many  have  been  shown  by  Oovemor  Walker 
to  be  hired  meremoriM,  sent  oat  by  the  aboli- 
tion KXMetiei  of  the  eaet,  and  all  working  in 
oonoert  to  aeeomnliih  in  Kanue  what  the  Su- 
preme Court,  ana  poblio  sentiment,  have  de- 
cided Cougree*  baa  no  power  to  do ;  that  is,  to 
prebibit  uaTOry  in  the  territory  of  Kanias, 
and  more  than  tha^  prevent  the  people  of  the 
torritoiy  from  eierciaing  the  pnTilege  of  dfr- 
siding  tiiat  question  for  themaelTea  in  Aeir 
oum  «ajf. 

To  do  which  they  have  gotten  np  military 
organiiationa  of  a  rebellious  charaoter;  have 
committed  the  most  revoUing  outrage*  asunst 
persons  and  property;  threatening  to  deluge 
the  land  in  blood ;  alienating  one  section  of 
the  Union  from  tite  other,  and  endangering 
the  existence  of  free  govemmenL 

Such  are  the  characters— aucb  are  the  oh- 
jeots  and  dangerona  results  of  the  opponents 
of  the  Leoompton  ooustitntion. 

"ut,  without  regsnl  to  this  inanrrectdonary 
'ement,  the  regnlar  legal  conTention  of 


mmander  of  thin  illegal  organiii 
id  the  name  of  each  person  to  ' 
refused  to  be  enrolled  on  his  lii 

E  of  this,  (joremor  Walker  says,  in 
! 


I  Kansas,  in  purauanoe  of  law,  assembled  and 
I  adopted  the  oonstitulion  now  before  the  com- 
Imittee,  wbieh  is  tboronghly  republican  in 
form.  Out  of  deference  to  those  who  might- 
be  opposed  to  African  slaTery,  and  to  avoid 
all  pretest  of  oomplaint  on  the  part  of  oppo- 
nents, the  eouTention,  accepting  the  sngges- 
tion  of  OoTemor  Stanton,  submitted  the  que^ 
tion  of  elarerr  or  no  slavery  to  a  direei  Tote  - 
of  the  bona  fide  inhabitants  of  the  territory. 
That  election  was  ordered  for  the  Slst  lucent' 
bcr,  1857,  when  it  was  aocordingly  held,  and. 
resulted  as  follows : 


An  trnptttonh*  has  ooBieqiMnfl'i  bM&  WL 
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question  of  slavery  for  themselves,  and  that 
aecision  is  now  before  us  with  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  law.  No  real  or  valid  exception  can 
be  taken  to  any  other  part  of  the  constitution. 
On  this  subject  President  Buchanan  has  well 
said,  in  his  message : 

"In  lliot,  the  general  proTlsloDS  of  onr  recent  state  cou> 
•tItatioBii.  after  an  Bxperfence  of  ei^tbty  years,  are  m  similar 
•nd  to  exoellent,  that  it  would  be  difflrult  to  go  ikr  wrong 
•t  the  present  day  in  framing  a  new  oonsUtntion." 

The  constitution  conforms  precisely  to  What 
Governor  Walker  said  would  meet  his  most 
eordial  approval,  and  that  he  should  devote 
bis  whole  time  in  addresses  every  day  to  the 
people  of  every  county  in  the  territory  to  in- 
sure its  adoption.    He  says : 

«  Adopt  a  ooDstitation  Tery  similar  to  that  of  some  of  the 
■onthem  states,  securinR  the  rit^bt  to  the  slavefl  now  in  the 
territory,  nnmbering  probably  from  two  to  three  hundred, 
bat  pronibiting  the  introdnction  of  any  more,  excluding  all 
fkve  negroes;  enforcing  by  most  stringvnt  provisions  the 
exeentlon  of  the  fugitlTe  slave  law;  securing  the  right  of 
appeal  In  all  oonstitntional  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States ;  and  requiring  all  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment.  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  the  Judges  and 
tnapectors  of  all  elections,  and  the  attorneys  of  all  courts, 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  state  snd 
of  the  United  States.  Such  a  constitution,  if  submitted  to 
a  Tote  of  the  whole  people,  wonld,  in  my  opinion)  be  adopted 
by  a  very  oonsideraDle  minority." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  convention  at  Le- 
compton  has  adopted  just  such  a  constitution, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  clause  pro- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves ; 
and  ih^  clause  has  been  submitted  to  a  fair 
and  direct  vote  of  the  people  themselves,  re^^ 
iered  and  unregistered^  thus  leaving  no  possible 
pretence  for  complaint. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  only  real  matter 
of  controversy  in  Kansas  was  the  question  of 
slaverv.  Evidence  to  that  cfiect  could  be  ac- 
eumufated  almost  without  limit,  establishing 
the  fact.  But  the  committee  deem  this  unne- 
cessary, as  the  fact  itself  will  hardly  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one.  Such  being  the  case,  no 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint  can  be  found ; 
for  that  quc8tion  was  submitted  to  all  the  bona 
fide  inhabitants  for  decision,  on  the  21st  De- 
cember. There  is  no  pretence  that  any  dis- 
tricts, counties,  or  persons  were  disfranchised 
at  that  election.  Every  qualified  voter,  whe- 
ther registered  or  not  registered^  had  the  unre- 
strained privilege  of  voting  for  or  against 
slavery.  Here,  then,  was  the  opportunity  to 
settle  the  only  existing  difficulty,  if  it  was  de- 
sired. "Would  it  not  be  very  extraordinary  to 
permit  a  factious  portion  of  the  pe(»ple,  in  total 
disregard  of  the  law,  to  stav  wilfully  from  the 
polls,  when,  according  to  law,  and  according 
to  the  published  notice  of  Governor  Walker, 
they  were  equally  bound  as  if  they  had  voted, 
and  then  claim  the  privilege  of  having  a  re- 
ntbmission  t 

If  it  were  true,  that  they  had,  as  they  assert, 
a  majority  opposed  to  slavery,  they  could  have 
voted  out  the  clause  sanctioning  that  institu- 
tion. By  their  own  act  the  clause  is  retained ; 
and  then  they  desire  to  reject  the  whole  con- 
stitution because  of  the  so-called  obnoxious 
niavery  clause,  left  in  hj  their  own  wilful  re- 
Aittal  to  vote.     Such  wiifuluotB  ib  not  to  be 


oonciliated  or  tolerated  in  a  connlij  goiSDiad 
by  laws.  Suppose  twenty  additional  t^ppoftii- 
nities  should  oe  afforded  to  the  BMoepeopkn 
vote  on  all  these  questions,  who  can  giuumiitee 
that  they  will  act  better  in  the  fntnn  than 
they  have  in  the  past?  Who  can  aij  thiy 
will  vote  at  all  ?  And  if  not»  would  not  tfaia 
same  objection  now  made  be  as  valid  thai  u 
it  is  now,  with  reference  to  their  nMrociumf 
It  seems  to  be,  however,  butcanyingoat  their 
known  political  design  to  prevent  the  peaee&l 
settlement  of  the  question. 

The  onl^  legal  rule  is,  to  adhere  to  the  mih 
form  practice  of  all  the  constitational  gOTin- 
ments  in  the  Union ;  and  an  opportnnity  naviBg 
been  afforded  to  all  of  rej^istering  their  mwas 
and  voting,  then,  to  decide  according  to  the 
majority  thus  cast,  whether  some  of  the  pee- 
pie  have  voted,  or  neglected  or  lefaeed  to 
vote.  Governor  Walker  said  to  the  people  rf 
Kansas  in  his  official  address : 


"  Throufchout  onr  whole  Union,  and ' 
ment  prevailii,  tho«e  who  abstain  from  tba  «Mreiat«f^ttt 
rights  of  saffrage  anthorise  thora  who  do  vote  to  act  flsr  "^ 
in  that  contingency,  and  the  abaenteee  are  m  ■«&  i 
under  the  law  and  oonrtitution— when  tlwn  ll  BO  f 


Tiolonce— by  the  majority  of  tbone  who  do  Tole,  as  tta^ 
all  bad  participated  in  the  election.  OtherwiM,  h  vottif 
must  be  Toiuntary,  eelf-govemment  wonU  be  lnfiMtUI% 
and  monarchy  and  deapoUam  would  refluiB  M  tha  ti^ 
alternative.** 

Admitting  the  truth  of  the  propontinB  «f 
Governor  Walker,  that  those  who  abfliin 
from  voting  authorize  those  who  do  vote  Id 
vote  for  them,  it  necessarily  follows  the*  tiw 
abolitionists  of  Kansas,  if  thej  are  the  wtkh 
rity  of  the  people,  as  they  claim  to  be^  are  di- 
rectly responsiole  for  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  that  territory.  And  whether  tiwy 
constitute  the  maiority  or  minority,  the  deor 
sion  made  is  equally  binding  upon  aU. 

"  Popular  sovereignty"  has  been  invoked  hy 
some  to  defeat  the  Lecompton  oonstitotian. 
It  is  even  alleged  by  those  objectors  ths* 
nothing  but  a  submission  of  the  whole  oonsth 
tution  to  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  wonld  be  e 
compliance  witli  the  provisions  of  the  Kinni 
Nebraska  act,  which  declares  the  people  of 
that  territory  shall  be  perfectly  free  to  fi«« 
their  domestic  institutions  in  their  owm  »fl^ 
With  tliis  view  of  the  subject  the  commitIM 
cannot  agree. 

Surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  to 
provision  of  the  Kansas  organic  law  rfiwiailW 
the  previous  rights  of  the  people  in  creeCbee 
state  government.  In  all  time  past,  einoe  tM 
declaration  of  independence,  it  has  been  tav 
formly  admitted,  witliout  a  single  exceptoi 
that  the  people  had  the  right  of  choice  "***^ 
to  form  their  constitutions  by  their 
elected  for  that  purpose,  or  to  rose 
right  to  ratify  the  constitution  by  a 
quent  direct  vote  of  the  people.  In 
case,  and  in  both  cases,  it  is  the  act  of  tt* 
people,  and  a  full  exercise  of  "  popular  lefj 
reignty."  If,  therefore,  the  Kansas  set  !« 
taken  away  the  right  of  the  people  to  ^j* 
through  their  agento,  it  would  be  a  Imimtm 
of  their  rights  rather  than  an  inereiM  !■• 
,  improvement,  as  the  fHendi  of  tfa«* 
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^iliW  Iwwitoihrt  boMtefl.  The  padptowoold, 
4ta:'  llMt  GiM,  be  ooollned  to  om  id^  <Hi2|r  in 
^MIMi  tb  make  a  eonttitiition,  and  would  not 
■H^iArBbertf  todioo«e<Mro»ii»ay.  Such  a 
"JMIftiirmilliiii  of  the  orgtnie  act  is  manifeBtly 
ClMoaQOiie; 

^  HaeHiir  tinu  given  a  liistorical  aoeoont  of 
kttifr*-BMmr  refwred  for  their  ooneideration, 
^JMir  eodumttoe  will  brieflir  reriew  the  whole 
fwteMk  BuiBihbarrassed  by  detub.  They  will 
WNtal tte edlgect  as  it  ori^ated,  as  it  has 
iMsaa  for  three  years,  and  as  it  now  is. 
fcr  Jf||0  population  d  our  eonntry  fbor  years 
lKff»ymm  prinMpally  confined,  1^  treaty  and 
^0f'  'IttWy  te  the  oomjparatiTely  small  ^re^on 

«to  the  east  or  the  river  Mississippi. 
IfiBsenri,  Arkansas,  and  part  of  Lonisi- 
^Wm  were  Ibnnd  on  the  western  bank.    Also, 
i>ii|)4he  extreme  soothem  flank,  Texas;  and 
Mtttsesota  on  the  northern.    Oalifbmia  and 
Iht  eettLnnents  of  Oregon  were  upon   the 
Jiaeifto  eoaat;  in  the  eentre.  New  Mexico  and 
•Vttdb    The  immense  country  lying  between 
M^aoanty settlements  upon  the  ftoifio  and 
liba  western  boundaries  ot  Jowi^  Missouri,  and 
'|hr|n*Tftff,  may  be  said,  in  general  terms,  and 
JmUi  the  above  exceptions,  to  have  been  un- 
^Mnrpled.    CKiarded  by  the  Indian  non-inter- 
eoune  aet  and  by  Indian  treaties,  and  without 
"hpiMiiiuilal  organisation,  the  country  was  ren- 
gfandp  by  statutorv  prohibitions,  an  inaccessi- 
(ttoao^tede^  which  pioneer  settlers  misht  not 
^tg/tJlf  dietorb.    Further  extensions  ot  settle- 
la  the  westward  were  thus  arrested  by 
The  western  border  of  three  or  four 
was  the  western  border  of  the  United 
until  we  reached  the  top  of  the  Sierra 
and  looked  down  upon  the  long  and 
II41T0W  settlements  upon  the  shores  of  the  Par 
fliflo.    The  border  states  had  become  dissatis- 
iadf  and  clamored    for  western    expansion 
avror  the  beautiful  and  fertile  wilderness  which, 
tbnngh  extending  for  a  continuous  distance  of 
*  thoasand  miles,  approached  within  three 
Jumdred  mike  of  the  Mississippi,  was  aban- 
lloiied  by  the  ^vemment  to  the  exclusive  use 
eC  wild,  semi-civilised,  and  vagrant  Indian 
^ribeSk    Unable  longer  to  resist  the  demands 
ef  the  west  for  the  opening  up  to  settlement  of 
a   country    so    contiguous,    important,    and 
eialaable,  and  which  had  been  neglected  so 
ioBg  as  to  become  a  just  cause  of  reproach  to 
Ihs  government,  Congress,  in  1854,  took  into 
iia  eerkms  consideration  the  Justice  and  policy 
eC  organising  it  into  territories. 
,«  JBat  two  difficulties  were  in  the  way  of  an 
ifpyuBisation :  one  was  the  Question  of  Indian 
noy,  the  other  that  of  African  slavery. 
St  was  easily  adjusted ;  the  second  was 
eabiect  of  long,  heated,  and  angrv  discus- 
!•    More  than  one  hundred  speeches  were 
livered  in  Congress  at  that  session  upon  the 
mw€nij  question.    At  length  the  whole  country 
_jiag  west  of  Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota, 
\9fKt  of  Utah,  Ore;^n,  and  Washington  territo- 
^ki^  and  north  iA  the  37th  and  south  of  the 
If  jSiih  fiarallels  of  latitude,  was  organised  into 


^Hlkw- 


h$6  tsmtorieii  and  named  Ejlvsas  and  Nx- 

BBASKA. 

The  law  organising  these  territories  settled 
the  slavery  controversy,  by  providing  that  the 
people  of  them  might  form  their  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  awn  way,  subject  only  to  the 
Oonstitation  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  ena- 
ble the  neople  to  do  so  without  hindrance  of 
any  kind,  there  was  inserted  in  the  act  a  clause 
repealing  all  laws  establishing,  regulating,  or 
probibitmg  slaveholding. 

This  settlement  greatly  pleased  one  narty, 
and  greatly  displesMd  the  other.  The  defeated 
anti-slavery  party  professed  to  believe  that 
Congress  had  power,  and  ought  to  exercise  it, 
to  exclude  slave  property  from  territory  which 
had  been  acquired  oy  the  joint  efforts  and  at 
the  oommon  expense  of  Mlaveholders  and  nan- 
^veMders. 

The  victorious  democratic  party  believed 
that  Congress  had  no  such  power  under  the 
Constitution,  and  that  it  would  be  inequitable 
to  exercise  it  if  it  had ;  and,  also,  that  in  this 
particular  case,  such  an  isxercise  of  power 
would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  thira  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with  France,  by  which  the 
country  was  acquired. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act, 
people  living  m  Missouri,  upon  the  borders  of 
kansas,  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
ooun^,  pour^  into  that  territory  in  large 
numbers,  and  appropriated  many  of  the  most 
fertile,  best  watered,  and  best  timbered  tracts. 
Manv  of  these  carried  their  slaves  with  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  prior  to  the  final  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  but  after  its  jnas- 
sage  became  evident,  certain  members  of  Con- 
gress formed  a  secret  association,  which  ulti- 
mately became  public,  to  incite  and  aid  the 
emigration  into  kansas  of  persons  opposed  to 
the  existence  of  slavery,  for  the  express  pur^ 
pose  of  so  carrying  out  its  provisions  as  to 
cause  an  exclusion  of  the  slave  property  of 
the  southern  states  from  the  territory.  This 
secret  combination  of  politicians  to  perpetrate 
sectional  injustice,  was  promptly  followed  by 
public  ones,  and  moneys  were  collected  in  nu- 
merous places  for  the  express  purpose  of  aid- 
ing an  effort  to  exclude  southern  property  from 
Kansas.  This  sectional  and  fanatical  purpose 
was,  in  practice,  generally  coupled  with  some 
one  or  more  schemes  of  money  making  of  a 
highly  speculative  character.  This  effort  very 
naturally  provoked  counter  efforts,  and  violent 
controversies  between  the  assailants  and  the 
assailed  followed. 

The  creators  of  strife^  as  often  is  the  case, 
were  worsted.  Of  the  voters  on  that  occasion 
this  may  be  said:  many  were  bad  men.  The 
scenes  were,  if  possible,  as  disgraceful  as  those 
which  have  been  such  a  scandalous  reproach 
to  the  large  cities  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
states  in  violent,  contested  elections. 

Immediately  a^r  the  first  election,  many 
of  the  voters  l)elonging  to  each  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  among  them  the  defeated  eon- 
dime  fir  ddegate  to  Congress,  left  the  tftn^r 
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tory,  NiYXR  TO  RETURN.  Few  of  the  emigrantB 
ftom  the  yariooB  states,  other  than  those  from 
the  acJjaceDt  state  of  Missouri,  who  alone  had 
easy  and  early  faoilities  for  mfJ^ing  themselves 
comfortable,  passed  the  winter  in  Kansas,  and 
many  of  the  settlers  in  Kansas  from  Missouri, 
passed  the  winter  out  of  the  territory.  But 
with  the  spring,  emigrants  and  disturbances 
returned  to  Kansas.  During  the  whole  of  the 
second  year  (1855)  it  is  believed  the  majority 
of  tlie  actual  settlers  in  Kansas  were  emigrants 
from  the  adljoining  state.  But  as  the  mass  of 
the  emi^ants  sent  out  to  Kansas  under  the 
inspiration  of  the  aMUionists  were  poorly 
fitted  for  labor  in  unbroken  fields,  and  had  to 
draw  largety  upon  the  aid  of  absent  and 
fanatical  friends  for  support,  and  as  both  the 
supported  and  the  supporters  were  accustomed 
to  wrangling  and  disjfnttaiiont  the  territory  was 
quickly  filled  with  strife.  And  as  local  con- 
tention and  violence  increased,  so  did  the  heat 
and  the  contributions  of  the  remote  supporters, 
until  the  turmoil  in  Kansas  on  one  side  ma- 
tured into  open  defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  the 
territory.  The  mere  handful  of  emigrants 
were  ostentatiously  furnished,  even  by  reli- 
gums  men,  amid  prayers  and  hymns,  with  de- 
structive weapons,  and  encouraged  to  set  up 
an  independent  government.  This  was  only 
not  put  into  actual  operation,  probably,  but 
for  the  firmness  of  the  government  officers, 
backed  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
For  near  three  years  these  turbulent  spirits, 
thus  encouraged  by  the  restless  and  fanatical 
elsewhere,  have  kept  the  territory  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  disorder.  They  have  uni- 
formly disregarded  the  laws,  so  »r  as  it  has 
been  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  When  elec- 
tions were  held,  instead  of  peacefully  partici- 
pating in  them,  they  disturhed  and  annoyed 
the  voters  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
ended  in  holding  elections  upon  days,  and  in 
a  manner,  unauthorized  by  law,  and  expressly 
to  contravene  the  law. 

When,  at  last,  to  end,  if  possible,  these  dis- 
order and  strifes,  the  legislature  made  provi- 
sion for  a  vote  of  the  people  upon  the  question 
whether  a  state  government  snould  be  formed 
by  the  making  and  adopting  of  a  constitution, 
these  organized  disturbers  eomhined  to  pre- 
tent  a  full  and  fair  vote.  So,  likewise,  when 
the  convention  had  been  ordered  by  a  regular 
vote  of  the  people  to  be  called,  the  armed  mis- 
chief makers  tnrew  every  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  full  registration  of  the  settlers  legally 
entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  conven- 
tion; and  then,  when  their  violent,  illegal, 
and  bloody  efforts  had  been  partially  success- 
ful, they  filled  the  country  ynth  their  com- 
plaints that  the  registration,  which  they  had 
resisted  with  arms,  had  not  been  full  and  fair  1 
And  as  the  registration  was  not  absolutely  full 
and  complete,  they  wished  the  people  of  Uie 
United  States  to  infer  that  the  election  of 
the  members  of  the  convention  was  neither 
legal  nor  fair  1 1  The  people  having,  by  direct 
T^e,  ordered  the  callmg  of  a  convention  to 
Jtam  a  coaetiiaUon,  the  ftbolidon  af^tAtoiB 


and  disturbers  refused  to  vote  at  the  deetioB 
of  members  of  said  convention,  and  then,  af- 
ter an  obstinate  refusal,  raised  an  outcry  that 
the  convention  was  ui^justly  constituted,  inas- 
much as  they  were  not  represented  therein. 
After  the  formation  of  a  constitution,  th^ 
cried  out  against  the  constitution  upon  the 
ground  that  they  had  not  been  aUowed  to 
vote  for  its  ratification,  though  they  knew  be- 
fore the  election  of  the  convention,  that  the 
convention  had  been  clothed  with  full  author- 
ity to  make  a  constitution ;  they  well  knew 
that  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  convention  had  been  vetoed 
by  the  governor  upon  the  express  ground  that 
it  enabled  the  convention  to  make  a  oonstita- 
tion,  and  that  it  had  been  mode  a  law,  ailer  a 
full  consideration  of  such  veto.  They  knew 
that  the  governor  and  the  officers  of  the  terri- 
tory, in  various  ways,  had  made  great  exer- 
tions to  induce  them  to  go  to  the  polls  like 
honest,  law-abiding  citizens,  and  vote  for  men 
who  would  respect  their  wishes,  and  that  they 
had  refused  to  need  these  solicitations. 

They  also  knew  that  the  convenUon  had  not 
only  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  good  oiti* 
zens  who  had  registered  themselves  as  vqten 
according  to  law,  to  decide  whether  slavery 
should  or  should  not  be  established  in  Kan- 
sas as  a  legal  institution,  but  had  also  allowed 
even  those  bad  men  who  had  disobeyed  the 
laws,  and  who  had  combined  to  prevent  a  foU 
registration,  to  vote  with  the  registered  voters 
upon  this  vit^  ouestion ;  and  toey  also  knew 
that  they  refused  to  vote,  even  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, upon  this  proposition  1 

The  convention  was  called  by  a  direct  vots 
of  the  people  in  direct  pursuance  of  law ;  the 
people,  in  pursuance  of  law,  subseciaently 
elected  a  convention  to  make  a  constitution ; 
and,  in  strict  pursuance  of  all  the  forms  ob- 
served by  such  conventions,  that  convention, 
thus  legally  called  and  thus  legally  elected, 
did  make  a  constitution.  That  constitatioD, 
thus  legally  created,  is,  if  recognised  by  Conr 
gress,  the  supreme  law  of  Kansas,  and  caa 
only  be  changed  by  the  people  of  Kansas, 
who,  through  their  legal  representatives,  haw 
thus  formally  created  it.  No  legislatnre  of 
Kansas,  after  the  people  had,  in  pursnanee 
of  all  the  forms  of 'law,  called  and  elected  a 
constitutional  convention  to  make  a  constitifr 
tion,  could  legally  interfere  with  it  either  la 
increase  or  to  lessen  its  powers.  The  oonvB*- 
tion,  being  the  direct  official  representatives  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  could  no  mon 
be  restricted  in  its  legitimate  action  by  a  l^pi* 
lature  than  could  the  people  themselves bera- 
stricted  had  they  been  assembled,  in  pnMi 
in  one  great  mass  meeting,  to  make  a  ooarth 
tution  for  their  own  government.  Hence  toe 
work  of  that  convention  was  final  and  «a»- 
plete,^  and  most  so  remain,  in  all  ^** JP** 
until  changed  by  the  people  that  called  and 
elected  the  convention  tnat  made  it.  Theijoia. 
on  the  single  clause  submitted  on  the  21^  P^ 
cember,  1867,  was  a  final  vote;  the  ooiii» 
Uoa  itself,   if  re-assembled,  oould 
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UiBge,  Hbm  aoiutitntioii  nor  order  a  Moood 
vwT  the  tower  witii  which  H  tnw  intrutttoi 
tar  the  tMople  k  tebamrtwL  Its  members  are 
tnwmrjmriibb  dtfateiie,  and,  lifce  other  pri- 
HUm ,  emMDt:  moBi  obey  each  and  every  re- 
ftfiqwnent  oi  ti»e  eonitxtation  which  tiiej  ee- 
ftelitl J  helped  to  create.  -  Far  lees  can  a 
dittpito  imaatboriied  exeeative, Judiciary,  or 
Wrirtathw  change,  alter,  modify,  or  naUifr 
mi  eooefatirtkm  made  by  the  people  throagh 
nor  -nleofeed  xepresentadTes — repreeenta- 
cAeeMby  the  people  themeehree,  and 
"  I'with'  special,  direct,  and  positive  aa- 
^  ihr  thst»  and  for  no  other  {)urpose. 

Qbad  dtixeaSy-and  represMitatives  of  good 
Akeoi,'  eaanol,' consistently,  do  anything  ez- 
irfesiih  to  uphdd  violaters  of  law  and  known 
iiJthfLeis  m  the  public  peace.  It  is  alike  im- 
|IWittD  Vid  nnjnst  to  grant  the  turbulent  de- 
ajjioBAis  of  ihe  disorderW,  be  they  few  or  ma- 
njr^h  18  wrong  to  aid  tLem  to  overtem  a  con- 
sntetioo  made  by  the  law-abidins  supporters 
eP^ttw  goremment  and  laws  of  Ksnses.  The 
sabfa  iBtpecially,  when  the  habitnal  disturbers 
mmld  not  have  any  cause  of  complaint  of  any 
V^aAp  08  iheu  ikemaelves  loudly  cutert,  if  they 
ViA  iistened  to  the  earnest  oounsels  of  the 
nWdent  of  Iheir  country,  and  the  |OTemor 
df  ibrir  torritory,  and  exercised  their  ri^ht, 
aM'iwiiestly  performed  their  duty  by  voting 
ii]^ -either  of  three  occasions — 1st,  when  the 
iK>to'  was  taken  upon  calling  a  convention ; 
fld;  'when  the  convention  was  elected ;  8d, 
^Hbearthe  qoestton  was  submitted  whether  the 
iliivery  daose  sbonld  or  should  not  be  retained 
fit  the  constitution.  If  tbe  abolitioDists  were 
in  a  m^ority,  as  they  so  loudly  boast,  and 
tmnUd  not  tote  against  the  establishment  of 
•Urrery  in  Kansas,  but  allowed  those  who 
woald  vote  to  establish  it,  they  have  no  just 
dBtme  of  complaint.  If  they  wore  in  a  mino- 
rity, as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  they  baye 
no  cause  of  complaint ;  for  tlie  majority  of  the 
|MOple  voting,  in  accordaoce  with  the  theories 
of  all,  oueht  to  rule.  NotwithstaDding  the 
noisy  and  mcessant  claims  of  the  abolitionists 
to  be  considered  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Kansas,  the  truth  of  those  claims  remams  to 
be  shown.  Having  boon  abundantly  supplied 
with  superior  arms,  such  as  Sharpens  nfles, 
O^s  revolvers,  and  bowie  knives,  and  been 
trained  for  two  or  three  years  to  their  use, 
iiid  to  move  in  concert  and  in  masses,  the  idle 
And  the  lawless  men  sent  into  Kansas  by  the 
fenatics  of  New  England  have  bebome  dan- 
cerons  and  formidable.  But  their  numbers 
mm  been,  it  is  believed,  greatly  exaggerated ; 
HieiT  power  consists  in  their  superior  organi- 
iation  ^d  arras,  and  in  their  bemg  supported 
In  idleness.  When  called  upon  to  vote  for  or 
il^ainst  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  form  a 
eenstltotion,  these  mercenaries  of  political 
priests  did  not  venture  to  measure  strength  at 
the  polls  with  tbe  democratic  party  of  Kansas, 
-  bat  allowed  the  election  to  go  by  default. 

So,  again,,  when  the  members  of  the  oonven- 
6on  were  elected,  the  aboUiiomiete  shrunk  from 
VuwmUsL  So,  abo,  when  the  question  came  ap 


wiiedier' th«re  dionld  or  should  not  be  a  elanae 
HftsSdM  in  the  constitution  allowinff  skaTery 
to  be  established  in  Kansas,  Ikev  oj^n  tiktumk 
fnm  ikedmiui,  eoneoious  of  their  weakness^ 
or  from  einiiter  political  design.  It  is  possi* 
ble  there  may  be  a  majority  of  the  eidaene  of 
Kansas  from  the  non^lavebolding  states,  bnt 
all  of  theni  are  not  abolitionisto  or  fanatics  on 
the  ala^e  question*  Why  this  eontinoed  ab- 
senee^Uie  abolitionists  from  the  polls  if  they 
had  the  real  strength  with  which  to  take  noa- 
seasion  of  the  l^;iBlatare,  and  thus  neaoenilly 
end  all  difficulties  by  having  everytning  thenr 
"own  way  f" 

At  the  late  election  of  state  officers  they  ex- 
erted their  strength  in  union  with  certain- foh 
voring  demmts^  and  so  close  was  the  contest^ 
even  when  thus  aided,  that  the  result  is  as  yet 
unknown. 

»  The  only  election  they  ever  carried  was  that 
which  was  held  last  fall,  and  their  success  is 
readily  aceounted  for  without  resorting  to  the 
supposition  that  the  abolitionists  compose  a 
minority,  or  even  a  fourth,  of  the  voters  ol 
Kansas. 

As  to  ^ir  vote  upon  the  constitotion,  given 
upon  the  4th  of  January  last,  two  weeks  after 
the  day  appointed  by  the  only  competent  Wr 
thority  to  appoint  a  day,  little  need  be  said^ 
fbr  it  was  utterly  irregular,  and  was  thrown 
upon  a  day  other  than  the  legal  one,  for  the 
purpose  of  casting  contempt  upon  the  fg> 
vemment.  Votes  cast  without  lawful  auUioi^ 
ity  upon  a  question  decided,  and  with  a  pur* 
poee  to  unfavorably  affect  what  is  lawful, 
orderly,  and  right,  are  entitled  to  no  oonsida* 
ration  at  the  hands  of  those  who  do  not  claim 
to  favor  lawlessness  and  anarchy. 

That  men  who  habitually  set  all  law  at  de* 
fiance,  and  who  consider  all  restraint  upon 
their  wishes  as  tyranny,  should  report  that 
they  have  cast  ten  thousand  votes  against  a  con* 
stitution,  when,  upon  the  same  day,  and  at  the 
same  places,  they  were  able  to  rally  in  favor 
of  their  candidates  for  office  not  so  many  voters 
by  three  or  four  thousand,  will  surprise  no 
one,  and  influence  no  one.  As  good  citizena 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  voted  on  the  lawful 
election  day ;  as  turbulent  persons,  they  chose 
to  vote  two  weeks  afterwards ;  hence,  had  they 
numbered  millions,  their  numbers  would  not 
conceal  nor  palliate,  far  le.ss  justify,  their  open 
disregard  and  contempt  of  law. 

Some  consider  the  submission  of  a  constitur 
tion  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification  as 
necessary  to  ito  validity.  In  this  opinion  tbe 
committee  do  not  concur.  The  people  may 
assemble,  as  in  ancient  days,  in  mass  meet- 
ing, and  make  a  constitution ;  they  may  elect 
representatives  to  make  one  for  them ;  or  they 
may  elect  representetives  to  draft  one  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  approval  or  rejection.  The 
last  method  is  most  approved  of  during  the 
past  few  years,  though  formerly  the  second 
method  was  very  generally  resorted  to. 

The  calling  of  the  constitutional  convention 
of  Kansas  is  generally  conceded  to  have  hem. 
strictly  legaL    The  eleotion  of  ite  memben  ia 
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•lao  adimttcd  to  hnt  been  legal,  b  it  not  |  iiregnUr  Tote  ordered  bj  a  mk  badj  d 
logical   to  inrer  that  a   oonTontion  legal);-  heaUd  partUana. 

called,  legally  elected,  and  clothed  vitli  aa^  ManjgeDerous  peraons  whoaraqnltoiBdit- 
thoritj  to  make  a  conBtitation,  can  no  more  I  posed  to  coDDtenanco  the  violenoe  awl  eoBN- 
be  interfered  with  bj  gorernor,  jud^e,  or  le^ '  macj  of  the  abolitiooistB  seat  into  Kuibml  fur 
gislator,  either  to  increase  or  to  diminish  itt.  the  purpose  of  excluding  titerflfrom  all  pi 


powers,  or  to  alter,  modify,  or  nullify  its  aote,  nut  pleasing  (a  them  aud  their  abetton,  nrp 
than  the  poopla  could  be  interfered  with  had  |  that  lomelAm^micht  bedonetobMmtbeliMd- 
they  assembled  at  matte,  instead  of  by  repre- '  ships  that  will  fall  upon  them  in  tiie  event «( 


•entBtiveflf    The  legislature  of  a  state  may  '  the  adnii 
not  oltei    or  annul  the  coDBtitution  tbereor 
unless  thereto  specially  authoriEod  by  the  peo-^ 
pie. 

No  election  of  officers  under  a  oonstitution, 
DO  vote  OD  the  adoption  of  a,  constitution,  held 
on  a  day  prior,  or  on  a  day  subsequent,  to  the 
day  fixed  by  the  lawliilly  constituted  author- 
itiee,  is  considered  T^id  m  any  state,  or  in  any 
territory,  or  in  any  city,  county,  or  town  in  the 
United  States,  no  matter  how  few  or  how  manv. 
peraons  may  engage  in  the  lawless  proceed- 
ing. No  man  can  be  chosen  preflident,  or 
goTflrnor,  or  mayor,  or  justice  of  the  peucc, 
but  upon  the  days  appointed  by  law  ;  and,  ex- 
cept by  lawlesa  and  shameless  desperadoes  in 
Kansas,  nowhere  in  the  United  States  has  this 
doctrine  been  praeiiecUly  controTcrtcd.  If  the 
monstrous  practices  of  the  bold,  bad  men  of 
E^ssa,  now  en  exception,  are  to  be  erected 
into  a  rWe,  how  iongirill  it  be  ere  same  auda- 
cious sectional  faction  will  (ind  a  pretence  fiir 
holding  a  presidential  election  on  a  day  other 
than  that  appointed  by  the  law?  And  vlien 
elections  are  held  without  law  by  factiunisia, 
and  on  a  day  subsequent  to  the  day  appointed 
by  law,  tMr  candidtites  will  always  have  most 
votes ;  the  lezal  candidates  will  by  them  ' 
pronounced  the  "  minority  candidates,"  i 
the  irregular  and  illegal  ones  will  be  called 
the  "  mfliority  eanJidalCH."  Then  will  follow 
strife,  bloodshed,  and  civil  war.  Rightt, 
must  ever  be  borne  in  mind,  ean  be  best  and 
mast  surely  upheld  by  strict  adherence  to  law ; 
outrages  and  crimes  are  eoHiost  committed  and 
beet  protected  in  the  midst  of  civil  commotion. 
There  is  no  real  and  true  safety  to  our  liber- 
ties and  institutions  but  in  a  strict  odhoronce 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  ou 
and  laws ;  and  there  is  no  dangc 
and  our  Union  that  we  cannot  easily  escape 
if  we  will  conscienliuuKi^  adhere  to  them. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  lej'iHlaturc,  other  than 
that  of  Kansas,  which  had  tho  presumption  to 
appoint  a  day,  open  pollx,  and  request  the 
people  to  vote  for  ur  against  a  constitution 
which  had  been  finally  adopted  by  the  people 
two  weeks  before,  and  which  nuhody  could 
change  but  the  poonle,  and  they  only  by  a  for- 
mal action  to  that  aircct  end  f  The  action  on 
the  constitution  on  the  21st  Decoiuber,  1857, 
was  final  action,  and  that  instrument  waH,  ou 
that  day,  a  completed  one ;  it  can  )>e  chiui;;ed, 
as  all  state  omttitutinns  can  be  ;  but,  until 
formally  and  lawfully  uhaugixl.  it  is  valid  : 
and  its  turbulent  oppoiivntK  will  find  that  the 
vatiditv  of  that  fundamental  law  uaunut  l>e 
afiectea  by  n  town  iiioeLing  liurangue,  ur  by  au 


nof  E 


1  mode  at 


i>  the  OnicM  irith 


although  it  is  true  the  abolitionist*  violently  op- 
pose regiotratioti,  would  not  vote  at  elMODU, 
neld  sham  elections  on  days  subaequantlothnK 
appointed  by  law,  end  oven  refused  to  vote 
against  the  establishment  of  slavery  at  a  tini 
when  they  professed  to  believe  their  doing  lo 
would  have  excluded  it,  and  thns  have  pMet- 
fully  settled  the  qucHtion  to  their  own  ■ 
faction,  yet  they  consider  it  would  be  to" "" 
to  compel  such  coutumocioue  eitiiena,  nwi 
thouj^h  it  is  their  own  fault,  to  live  under  a 
constitution  which,  however  grievous  tto  pn>- 
visions  may  prove  to  be.  they  cannot  ebauge, 
leilkont  raortiug  lo  retoiutioa,  until  tba  ytar 
1864. 

To   such,  ' 
answer  that  C    „ 

or  alter  a  state  constitution,  and  has  einrMilj 

stipulated  that  the  people  of  Kansas  MoS  St 

permHUd  iojorm  their  oiea  iatlilHtieat,  tulyeet 

10  the  CoDstitutiun  of  the  United  Statei. 

eiilies  may  be  given.    The  first  one  i) 

The  clause  coin|>luined  of  in  the  Leeooip- 

n  this  ■       ■     '    ->--  - 


,  without   resorting    to  tke  nady 
t  Congress  has  no  power  to  modify 


That  this  provision  is  not  objectionable  to 
tho  abolitionists,  in  fnct,  and  is  nownrmJ 
by  them  and  their  friends  onli/ /or  pepHtar 
effect,  is  proved  by  the  ovcrwhelmmB  »«  tb»» 
tbe  abolitionists  of  Kansas  inserlea  in  their 
"  Topokft  .Constitution  "  the  following  more 
objectionable  provision,  vii.: 


iuitlwl,  u  i£inHkl,  br  •! 
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■adft  pnpoMd  aiwirlmwiti  •hall  b«  fabmittod  to  tin 
iK  UmIt  anpnwwX  or  v^Jeetioa.  tad  tf  llw  onOority 
4mI«»  Wifit  ml  Mch  •loBtim  iMl  ■dnpl  surh 

IhO  MSI*  diaU  bMQOM  •  |Vt  of  ttat  OOMtftO- 


M 


8.  mMH  lioro  IhsB  OBO  amnidMvnt  It  mtaitttod 
iB«ttBBih.llMirth«U  bo  an  rafamSUcd  ••  to  enabla 

to  Tott  VMii  Mcta  MnetKlnMat  MDomtely. 
4  No  MVfWnloD  fbr  fho  Awmatlon  of  %  new  oonaU- 
flftaa  te  adfad,  «id  bo  UBtndBMBt  to  tho  eonattto* 
|iMtftbo,tyttwfttPttal  AanMnbiy.madobetorttlwyaar 
■feOiB  tiMn  ODCt  In  Ats  ywn  UMrMfUr." 


•1-  The  teooBd  reply  is  this :  Suppose  the  griev- 
PM|t  realf  and  that  it  ought  to  be  redressed,  it 
If  VBaeoessary  for  Congress  to  nnlawfolly  in- 
Hiiiiste  that  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  Le- 
iWttplOB  oouvantion  has  provided  a  fall,  lawful. 
Mi  perfect  remedy  for  eyerr  conoeiyable  griey- 
anea,  and  placed  that  remedy  in  the  nnrestrict- 
iA'kaiida  of  the  mi^rity  of  the  pei^le,  by  in- 
■NtiDf  in  the  Constitation  of  Kansas  the  fol- 
lewiftg  distinet  and  oneqoiyocal  recognition 
if  power,  yts : 

'  ^  An  fRiUtletl  pow«r  It  inherent  hi  the  people,  and  all  ft«e 
riNmMBto  iiM  ftnnded  on  tbair  antborM^,  and  hittitBted 
*l|Mir  Wnelt,  and  tbereftire  they  haTa  at  all  timea  an  In- 
Me  and  Indeftaaible  right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish 
fern  of  goremOMBt  In  nidi  Btattner  aa  tiicj  may 


^i'The  abolitionists  of  Kansas  baye  thus  far 
MuAt  power  by  methods  unknown  to  the  law 
mSuj  yiolence,  and  not  through  the  peaceful 
bcency  of  tiie  ballot-box.  Claiming  to  have  a 
H^onty  of  the  yoters  of  the  territory,  and 
limrefore  able  to  elect  legislatures  and  oonyen- 
tem,  they  yet  ask  Congress  to  wrongfully  do 
Mr  them  what  they  may,  at  legal  times  and 
lilgal  places,  rightfully  do  for  themselves,  that 
E%  ehange  or  abolish  their  constitution.  And 
in  ease  Congress  refuse  to  comply  with  their 
aiioonstitutional  demand,  they  threaten  to 
iffict  the  country  with  an  attempt  at  blood- 
ihed  and  revolution.  Unless  Congress  will  do 
hr  them  what  they  assert  they  are  numerous 
BBOngh  to  do  for  themselves,  but  which  they 
irilMly  refuse  to  do,  they  threaten  to  plunge 
9te  country  into  civil  war.  This  conduct  is  so 
Kceedingly  unrenRonaMe  as  to  force  the  con- 
riction  upon  the  mind  that  they  are  conscious 
)f  being  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  only  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  compass  their  unwarrantable 
mds  by  extorting  them,. from  the  general  love 
>f  peace  and  quiet.  If  your  committee  are  not 
ffeatly  mistaken,  those  reckless  men  misjudge 
lie  American  people,  and  will  be  required  to 
leek  peaceful  methods  for  the  redress  of  all 
ihmr  grievances,  whether  they  be  real  or  ima- 
pnary. 

The  committee  do  not  approve  the  ordinance 
loeompanying  the  constitution ;  and  report 
igunst  its  allowance ;  but  they  do  not  regard 
%  as  any  part  of  the  constitution,  nor  will  its 
ipproval  or  disapproval  by  Congress  affect  the 
ralidity  of  that  constitution  if  uio  state  be  ad- 
ttitted  into  the  Union  as  recommended. 

In  conclusion,  this  committee  is  of  opinion 
hat  vfhen  a  constitution  of  a  newly  formed 
tate,  created  out  of  our  own  territory,  is  pre- 
ented  to  Congress  for  admission  into  the 
Tnion,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  or  privilege 
C  Congress  either  to  approve  or  diaapprooe  the  | 


oonttitiitioii  itself,  and  its  various  provisiont, 
or  mnff  of  iktm^  but  simply  to  see  whether  it  be 
the  legal  oonstitution  of  the  new  state ;  whe- 
ther it  be  renublioan  in  form;  whether  the 
boundariefl  proposed  be  admissible ;  and  whe- 
ther the  namber  of  inhabitants  be  sufficient  tc 
jastif^  independent  state  organizaUon.  ^ 

Believing  that  the  paper  presented  is  the 
legal  Constitution  of  Kansas,  that  it  is  repub- 
lioan  in  its  form,  that  the  boundaries  proposed 
by  it  aro  admissible,  and  conceding  the  soffi- 
oieneyof  the  population,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
upon  the  constitution  presented,  and  report  a 
bul  aoQorduigly.        

Mr.  Collamer,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, submitted  the  following  as  the  yiewi 
of  the  minority  on  the  constitution  of  Kansas, 
adopted  by  the  convention  which  met  at  La- 
oompton  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  September, 
1867: 

Congress  has  passed  laws  in  relation  to 
slavery  in  the  territories  at  all  periods  of  its 
existence.  When  the  territory  was  held  by 
grant  or  treaty  that  in  no  way  affected  slavery, 
and  where  such  an  institution  existed,  if  at 
all,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  thero  Conjgr^ 
entirely  prohibited  it.  If  slavery  existed, 
and  especially  if  the  territory  was  holden  by 
a  title  or  treaty  which  forbade  abolition,  there 
slavery  vras  suffered  to  continue;  but  even 
there  Congress  often  adopted  measures  to  pre- 
vent or  check  further  additions,  and  often,  and 
before  1820,  the  taking  of  slaves  into  a  terri- 
tory for  sale  was  forbidden. 

It  b  most  observable,  however,  that  in  no 
case  was  the  condition  of  a  territory,  as  to 
slavery,  ever  left  to  be  a  matter  of  contention 
to  the  people  therein.  It  was  regarded  as  a 
question  of  too  much  interest  to  the  whole 
country  to  be  left  to  local  legislation.  At  no 
period  in  our  history  has  it  ever,  by  any  par- 
ty, been  insisted  that  the  people  were  not  at 
liberty  to  arrange  this  matter,  like  all  others, 
in  their  own  way,  in  the  formation  or  altera- 
ation  of  their  state  oonstitution.  In  all  the 
territories  north  of  the  Ohio  slavery  was  ut- 
terly forbidden  by  Congress  frum  time  to  time, 
as  they  were  formed,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  In  Mississippi,  in  1798, 
Congress  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves, 
which  they  could  not  do  in  the  states  until 
1808.  This  was  direct  intervcution.  In  1804, 
in  Orleans  territory  (Louisiana,)  Congress 
adopted  three  express  provisions  on  slavery. 
Slaves  wero  forbidden  to  l)o  brought  in,  ex- 
cept with  the  owner's  family,  to  settle.  They 
wero  not  to  be  imported  from  beyond  the 
United  States ;  none  were  to  be  taken  there, 
in  any  manner,  if  imported  afler  1798.  For 
breach  of  either  of  these  provisions  the  slaves 
were  declared  froe.  This  was  plenary  inter- 
vention. 

In  1820  was  passed  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, by  which  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a 
slave  state,  and  all  slavery  was  forover  forbid- 
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tofort  resolTod  not  to  tAke  pnrt  in  tlie  mfriMtrAtlon,  nnd  it 
mppoan  to  m«s  tbmt,  without  indul}flni:  uiiiri-DtfrouK  suKpi- 
CioDR  of  tlM>  lut<>Kri^  of  ofllct>ni,  ynu  niit;lit  well  attribnie 
mnj  eiTOni  and  omlMionn  of  tl>«  xht'rifTs  to  tbc  existeucu  of 
this  wall  known  and  controlling  fitct." 

But  notwithstanding  nil  these  difficultio.^  in 
making  tho  registry  of  voters,  9:251  names 
were  legally  returned  in  the  following  coun- 
ties and  districts,  viz :  Doniphan,  Bn)wn,  Ne- 
maha, Atchison,  Leavenworth,  Jefferson,  Cal- 
houn, Marshall,  Pottawatomie,  Johnson, 
Douglas,  Shawnee,  Lykins,  Linn,  Bourbon, 
McOco,  Dorn,  Allen. 

In  the  following  counties,  Richardson,  Da- 
vis, Franklin,  Weller,  Brcckenridge,  Wise, 
Madison,  Butler,  Coffey,  Anderson,  "NVoodrion, 
Wilson,  Godfrey,  Greenwood,  Hunter,  no  re- 
gistry was  taken  on  account  of  the  facts  above 
Btated.  All  of  the  last-named  counties  t(H 
gether  contained  but  a  very  small  population 
or  vote.  It  is  believed,  from  the  statement 
made  by  General  Calhoun,  now  before  the 
committee,  that  many  of  these  counties  did 
not  contain  ten  D0t€4t,  and  all  of  them  together 
not  so  many  as  15()0.  The  counties  were 
marked  out  by  a  description  of  boundaries  and 
named  ;  but  some  of  them  were  without  in- 
habitants, and  many  of  them  were  attached  to 
adjacent  counties  for  civil  and  military  pur- 
poses. 

All  of  them  were  equally  provided  for  by 
the  law  calling  the  convention,  and  any  omis- 
sions  that  may  have  occurred  resulted  from 
cau:«es  not  in  the  control  of  the  majority  of  the 
peonle. 

The  largest  vote  ever  had  in  the  torritorv 
up  to  the  21st  December  last  is  about  rJ.UOO. 
So  that  it  appears  from  the  facts  l)ef<»re  the 
C'mmiittee,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  to  com- 
])ly  with  tlic  law  on  the  part  of  those  opjiosed 
t'>  it,  only  about  3000,  or  less,  could  possibly 
have  been  omitted  in  the  rogistration ;  and 
even  that  omission  way  the  result  of  their  own 
acts. 

One  whole  month  wa"  aftorwar<U  allowed 
under  the  law,  as  before  statetl,  for  the  c«n-- 
rection  of  the  lists  after  duo  notice  to  the 
public,  by  adding  to  or  striking  otf  names 
improperly  inserted  or  omittctl ;  to  be  deter- 
niiued  on  legal   evidence  subuiitt«*d  by  any 

imrties  concerned,  btifore  a  legal  tribunal, 
n  addition  to  which,  it  ap]M':ir>  that  the?  g.»v- 
ernor  of  tho  territory  ma»h'  every  «'ff'ort  t(»  in- 
duce the  people  to  comply  with  tli*-  law  calling 
the  convention,  and  to  give  full  f.^roe  and 
effect  to  all  its  provisions. 

Thus,  every  npportunity  was  aff.irdrd  to  alt 
the  people  of  Kansas,  to  register  their  names, 
ai  legal  voters,  if  they  pjisscssed  the  nxjuisite 
4ualiticati(ms.  After  tho  regi^Jtration  was 
dosed,  according  to  the  law,  Mr.  Sumton, 
then  governor  of  Kansas,  made  tliu  appt)r 
tionment  of  delegatjvs  amongst  the  several  dis- 
tricts. The  election  was  legally  hohl,  pursu- 
ant to  the  law.  At  the  time  this  apportion- 
ment was  made  the  governor  knew  as  nnich 
concerning  the  counties  and  people  not  regis- 
tered, in  consequence  of  act)«  which  no  law 
0(>u]d  prow&ni,  us  since ;  and  if  the  fiictSy.as 


then  presented,  were  fair  enough  to  justify 
the  apportionment,  it  is  now  t<K>  late  to  maku 
any  complaint  against  tliat  atUion.  The  law 
allowed  but  sixty  members  for  the  oonven- 
tion,  and  the  governor,  with  the  full  know- 
ledge of  tho  registration  before  him,  appor- 
tioned the  whole  number  amongst  Xhe  districts 
and  counties  where  the  registry  had  been 
made;  leavinj^  it  impossible  for  (.t her  counties 
not  included  in  the  registration  by  their  own 
misconduct,  and  not  attached  to  registered 
counties,  to  have  any  separate  and  independ- 
ent representation  in  the  convention  without  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  law  calling  the  con- 
vention. The  people  had  legjilly  nemandcd 
this  call  of  a  convention,  and  the  proper  tribu- 
nal had  made  provision  for  it  on  terms  ad- 
mitted to  be  fair,  just  and  equal  fi»r  all  the 
people;  and  if  by  refusal  to  act,  or  other  mis- 
conduct, any  portion  feel  aggrieved,  they  have 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  :  nor  should  Con- 
gress pay  any  regard  to  coni])laints  conseqi^oat 
upon  their  nnn-acfion.  Sj)caking  of  this  call 
or  the  convention,  and  of  the  convention  itself, 
Mr.  Stanton  said,  in  an  <»iiicial  document,  to 
the  people  of  the  territory' : 

"Tlie  f^vorninent  etiperiitlly  recojniiiiHi  the  territorial  art 
whii'h  pmTiiU-A  for  a!>m>mhlini(  a  n>iirniition  tafitrm  a  om* 
Ftitution  with  a  riow  tu  mnkinic  appli<titii»n  in  Consma  fl>r 
uiJuiiNslon  aa  a  titAt«  into  the  llniim.  Tb,it  «ct  in  rvipuilvd 
an  prufeutiiiK  the  only  toxt  of  tho  quiilitlrntion  of  irotiT*  fv 
dclefcatM  to  ttio  convention,  and  all  pn^tlini;  revngnaiit 
refflrictionR  aru  thureby  r4*(H>al«>d.  In  thin  llvht  thelict  mOHt 
btf  allowtil  to  have  pniviilfd  fir  a  full  and  (air  expn«don  of 
the  will  o/tfif  jn^pU  thmwjk  thr  dthfiatM  who  may  be  rhoai*q 
to  n'prciif.nt  thi*ni  in  thecon^titutl'innl  C'inTi*ntlon.  I  do  not 
doulit.  however,  th^it  in  onl^r  to  avoid  all  pr-Ustf  for  m4i^i> 
nniv  to  thf*  )Kfiii'('fuI  o|ior.tti<iit  dt  t\i\n  Inw  thi*  conveulim 
ittfl/  uill  in  some  form  |in>vidi'  I'lir  KUimiittinff  tli^  jfrv-'l 
lUitrtuHinff  iju^jitinn  rcijanliiii;  lhi<ir  •iihiiil  inHtltutl»n.  wlii<-h 
liuK  so  Utxifi  iiiritiitisl  tli(>  iN'iipIc  of  Kanwi*.  to  a  fnir  vote  of 
tliH  nctit.'il  iHiim  U'ir  roKtdi'nt.«  *>l'  Ww  ti*rritiiry.  *llh  en-ry 
IkOHoihlf  s^Hrurity  n;r:iinst  luiUil  im-i  vinK'niv.  If  Ih**  consti- 
tution l>i«  thus  frauKHl.  nnil  thr  i/u^.tn.n  uf  (iitftrfur^  hn  IMut 
suhnnttftl  to  thi'  tU*<"i«-i«iu  of  the  p»M)(iU',  I  lM>li<-vi'  that  Kanfav 
will  bi'  mlniitlt^l  by  4'i)ni;rf<R.  withi*ut  dclny.  a<«  one  nf  Ui*- 
ftoTcrcl^n  stati-s  of  tli<>  AnuTi'-in  Vni'iii.  anil  tb4>  lorrtt(irl:il 
HnihurilieM  will  be  iuuu««liatfly  withtlrawu." 

This  was  the  legal  notification  of  the  gover- 
nor to  the  peoy»lc  <»f  Kansas  uefore  the  elec- 
tion for  delegates  to  the  cmvontiou  was  liad. 
(iovernor  Walker,  on  tho  '27ili  Mav,  '<till  Itefotf: 
the  election,  and  witli  full  knowledge  uf  the 
registration  and  ajjporiionnu'nt,  sai«l . 

"  ITudcr  our  pra<*ti«'i'  tlu'  ])r>>Iiiniii!iry  ««-l  of  Firaniinir  a 
htate  <y>nHtitution  is  iinif>inniy  iKTfwniu-l  tl>r'iu:;li  Uic  in- 
ntruruvnUiliiy  of  a  ronvoiilion  of  (bb-g.nti's  rlintti-n  by  tlw 
[M-opIe  lh(.'iuiii'lve.'4.  Tbut  conviMiii'iii  i.^  now  aUmt  to  !■•• 
elei'tiiJ  by  you  on  tin*  cmII  of  tin-  ti-niioii  d  Ii*<ri»lHtnrc. 
creat«d  and  Btill  ri'o«ij:niscil  by  C<»ti!jrff«..  niii|  i-IotbHil  by  |j, 
in  the  <!oinpn>lu'ni«i\i*  iHOLruuir*^  of  tin-  or^miir  Ihw,  wttkjmi 
innrrr  to  mnko  su«-h  hh  tn-id'H'nt. 

'*Th«!  tt-rritorinl  l<';:i'<l:itun>.  tln'ii.  in  a^.-^^uiblindc  thia  on- 
vi'ulion,  woro  fully  Hii<!liuiii'd  by  thf  a-'t  of  <'oU||jr«*>*;  ainl 
Iht)  authority  of  th«?  ifinveiiti<>n  is  tliytiui-tly  iviM|fnii«fd  in 
my  in^t^u>.'tio!lH  frimi  tin*  l*n'.>idi-nt  of  the  I  niiud  •'*tat«i|i.  ■*  * 

**Tlie  p«-oplH  of  KnUMi'i.  tbcn.  nr«;  invitctl  by  the  hl^hrtt 
.'iuthiirity  known  to  tho  C-iti»tituiion  to  pnrticipatv  frMriy 
and  lairly  in  the  chftion  ot'  <i^li!i;:tii--<  t<>  form  a  titniitituti<>B 
nnd  (itKt4>  |:«iT(>rnni»nt.  Tbi>  btw  lux  |M>ir(>rm<jd  Ita  entire 
npprt>priate  function^  wlii>n  it  cxtcnls  to  th<!  jM^jple  tlierixhl 
of  hutfiii^o,  but  i-aiiUoi  roitiiK.'!  the  i^Tformanco  of  wal 
duty.' 

Hero,  also,  l>y  Tiovernor  Walker,  wo  have 
the  distinct  recognition  of  the  legality  of  the 
convention  to  form  the  constitution,  with  a 
sj}ecial  invitati(»n  for  all  qualitiod  to  partici- 
pate therein.    But,  notwithstanding  sul  (hi% 
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Hit  same  party  which  had  soaght  to  stir  up 
strife  and  ooDtention  previously  in  the  tem- 
torjf  still  continued  their  insurrectionary  and 
rarolntionary  movements.  Their  conduct  and 
their  legal  relation  to  the  ^vernmcnt  may  be 
understood  from  the  following  quotations  made 
fhun  the  official  papers  of  Governor  Walker. 
Speaking  of  them  he  says : 

"And  on  the  other  ekle  In  fkvor  of  what  was  refcnrded  by, 
wm  M  open  reMllon,  even  many  Tiolcnt  men,  headed  by 
Um  priodpal  delegatee  of  the  town  of  Lawrenee.  wliich  u 
tbe  Knat  seat  of  all  the  agiuUon  that  had  disturbed  the 
pawe  of  the  territory."       ••••••• 

'*LRwnnoe  is  the  not-bed  of  all  the  abolition  raoTements 
In  this  territory.  It  iA  the  town  eBtabll>*hed  by  the  abolition 
wdetief  of  Uie  east;  and  whilst  there  ar»  ruKpectable  people 
than^  ii  is  filled  by  a  considerable  number  of  meroenarUM, 
wbo  are  paid  by  abolition  societies  to  perpetuate  and  diffuM 
agitation  throughout  Kanaaii,  and  prevent  a  peareAil  rattle- 
mattt  or  this  qoflstion."      •*«•••• 

Again  he  says,  14th  July : 

"  I  have  raeelred  authentic  Intelligence  that  a  dangerous 
nbelUon  has  oecurred  in  the  city  of  Lawrence,  hi  this  terri- 
toryt  InTolTing  an  open  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  the  esta- 
it  of  an  insurgent  government  in  tbat  city."    *     * 


He  further  says : 

"  Uadar  fheae  drcnmstances,  you  have  proceeded  to  esta- 
blish a  goTemment  for  the  city  of  Lawrence  in  direct  defianet 
et  the  territorial  goTemment,  and  denying  its  existence  and 
ftathority.  You  have  imposed  upon  all  those  officers  the 
du^  of  taking  an  oath  to  support  this  so-called  state  oon- 
rtltntlon,  thus  distinctly  supertieding,  so  &r  as  in  your 
powar.  the  territorial  goTerument  created  by  the  Oongreas 
at  tha  United  States." 

''Ton  have  caused  these  proceedings  to  be  printed  in 
lMHid-MU  fbrm,  and  have  dli*tributed  them,  as  I  am  in- 
frrmad,  throughout  the  territory,  with  a  view  to  incite  the 
other  dtles,  towns,  and  counties  of  Kansas  to  e^tablL^h 
tnaurraetlonary  governments,  thereby  placing  the  people 
of  tbia  tarritory,  so  fiu*  as  in  your  powitr.  in  open  conflict 
vith  tka  fOTemmunt  of  the  United  i^tates."        a        a        • 

**  Tour  evident  purpo»«  is  tlius  to  involve  the  whole  terri* 
tory  la  Inaurrection,  and  to  renew  the  scenes  of  bloodi>hed 
and  civil  war.  Upon  you.  thfu.  must  rest  all  the  guilt  and 
mapoasibilUy  oi  this  contemplated  revolution."  •  *  * 
**  loa  hare,  however,  chosen  to  disre^^rd  the  laws  of  Oon- 
grwM  and  of  the  territorial  gOTemmenc.  and  have  proceeded 
to  craUa  a  local  government  of  yuur  own.  based  upon  insur- 
rection and  revolution.  You  are  inaugurating  rebellion 
and  revolution.''  «  a  *  "If  the  IjawrHncerfftrUt'onlanot 
pot  down,  similar  organisations,  extending  to  counties  as 
wril  aa  towns,  will  be  carrieil  into  elTect  throughout  the 
territory;  the  object  being  to  nt^hrmothf.  t^rrilmial  ffovem- 
9»efiL  and  Inaugurate  the  Topclca  state  government  even 
before  the  admiailon  of  Kaniiiu*  as  a  statu  hy  Congress." 

This  party  formed  a  military  organization 
without  authority  of  law,  or  even  the  sem- 
blance of  lavr,  and  received  their  munitions 
from  the  abolition  socictica  of  the  east.  The 
military  commander  of  thiH  illegal  organiza- 
tion directed  the  name  of  each  person  to  be 
taken  who  refused  to  be  enrolled  on  his  lists. 
In  speaking  of  this,  Governor  Walker  says,  in 
his  official  Tetter : 

**  Tk*.prttf(et»Bdo\3^9ci  Is  to  protect  the  polN  at  the  election 
in  AUirast  of  the  new  insurgeut  Topeka  stat^  leginlature. 
The  cMaet  of  taking  the  names  of  all  who  refuse  enrolment 
Is  to  UmMtj  the  free  state  conservatives  into  submission. 
This  la  nrovad  hj  recent  atrocities  committtMl  on  such  men 
by  TdptkaUti.  The  speedy  location  of  large  bodies  of  regular 
troopa  here,  with  two  batteries,  is  ni'ces'^ary ;  the  Lawrence 
l&aorfeats  await  the  development  of  this  new  revolutionary 
mliilary  organisaUon.**       •••♦•*• 

**  Yon  are  aware  that  General  Lane  commanded  the  mili- 
tary expedition  which  made  an  incundon  into  this  territory 
bat  year,  and  that  the  oAcers  of  the  staff  are  all  leading 
9$MafiW%  far  the  overthrow  of  the  territorial  govwnment. 
iIm  o^aet  of  this  last  requisition  is  believed  to  be  to  mark 
Ibr  parseeation  and  oppression  all  those  persona,  and  eepo- 
tUSf  gwa  state  damocrata,  who  rtftise  to  unlta  in  this  mtll- 
taiT  oTBiiilssHiip.  nia  parpoae  it  nnlvacaally  renurdad  to 
»>taMltblUfc<w»a^  ------ 
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"  A  Ibw  weeks  idnot  ona  of  tbeaa  .smtervaUra  daiaoeiatt, 
who  had  committed  no  other  offence  than  pennittfag  fbm 
uae  of  hia  name  as  a  candidate  fbr  the  eonstltntkmar  cob- 
vention,  was  abused  and  injured  In  tha  moat  ehockincBia»> 
ner,  and  the  mod  rtvtHtmg  atroeitieM  v>are  oommUtM  mmm 
HIS  win  by  some  of  the  insurrectionary  party.  *  *  a  a 
**It  will  be  pereelved  that  this  militaiT  organisatkm  eoa- 
braces  the  whole  territory,  being  arranged  Into  ftmr  divisfona 
and  eight  brigadea.  •  •  •  »*  I  am  well  ntlsfled  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  insurrectionary  party  in  this  tanltOfT 
do  not  desire  a  peaceful  settlement  of  this  qneation,  bat  wisa 
it  to  rcmidn  open,  in  order  to  agitate  the  oonntir  tot  yeort 
to  come.**  a  a  •  <»  August  18.  The  insnrgont  miUtaiy  org»> 
nidation  under  General  Lane  is  still  prtwreseing.  Anmi  tat 
heing  ttgrplied  and  his  troops  drilled  for  action.  Wa  ara 
threatened  with  the  seizure  of  tha  polls,  at  varloaa  polnta, 
by  these  insurgent  forces.  When  it  Is  remamheraa  that 
the  Topeka  party  daim  to  outnumber  their  opponanta  at 
least  ten  to  one,  the  i>rei«2l  for  assembling  thaaa  Ibrosa  to 
protect  the  polls  is  evtdattljf  moat  kllaoioaa?' 

It  thus  appears  to  the  committee,  from 
OEFiciAL  eviuence,  that  the  opposition  in  Kan- 
sas to  the  Lecompton  convention,  consisted  of 
persons  engaged  in  insurrection,  rebellion,  and 
revolution.  Some  few  are  known  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  Whether  the  others 
are  citizens  or  aliens,  whether  in  allegiance  or 
not,  they  are  all  known  to  bo  enemies  of  the 
government,  and  openly  engaged  in  attempts 
against  law  and  order  in  the  territory,  and 
against  the  peace  and  quietude  of  society. 
Many  have  been  shown  by  Governor  Walker 
to  be  hired  mercenarieSr  sent  out  by  the  aboli- 
tion societies  of  the  east,  and  all  working  in 
concert  to  accomplish  in  Kansas  what  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  public  sentiment,  have  de- 
cided Congress  has  no  power  to  do ;  that  is,  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  territory  of  Kansas, 
and  more  than  that,  prevent  the  people  of  th« 
territory  from  exercising  the  privilege  of  de- 
ciding that  question  for  themselves  in  their 
oton  way. 

To  do  which  they  have  gotten  up  military 
organizations  of  a  rebellious  character ;  have 
committed  the  most  recoiling  oxUrages  against 
persons  and  property ;  threatening  to  aeluge 
the  land  in  blood ;  alienating  one  section  of 
the  Union  from  the  other,  and  endangering 
the  existence  of  free  government. 

Such  are  the  characters — such  are  theob* 
jects  and  dangerous  results  of  the  opponents 
of  the  Lecompton  constitution. 

But,  without  regard  to  this  insurrectionary 
movement,  the  regular  legal  convention  of 
Kansas,  in  pursuance  of  law,  assembled  and 
adopted  the  constitution  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, which  is  thoroughly  republican  in 
form.  Out  of  deference  to  those  who  might, 
be  opposed  to  African  slavery,  and  to  avoid 
all  pretext  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  oppo- 
nents, the  convention,  accepting  the  sugges- 
tion of  Oovemor  Stanton,  submitted  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  or  no  slavery  to  a  direct  vote 
of  the  bona  fid/e  inhabitants  of  the  territory. 
That  election  was  ordered  for  the  21st  Decent 
ber,  1857,  when  it  was  accordingly  held«  and. 
resulted  as  follows : 


Oonstitntlon  with  slavery, 
Oonstitntion  withont^sIaTary 

Making  an  aggregata  of  . 


(KBUvote^ 


«rw 


An  opportnnitj  has  oonsaqnentlT  been  af 
irded  to  the  ptoplt  of  KanMAU^waAih  %flii 
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Snestion  of  slavery  for  themselves,  and  that 
ecision  is  now  before  us  with  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  law.  No  real  or  valid  exception  can 
be  taken  to  any  other  part  of  the  constitution. 
On  tliis  subject  President  Buchanan  has  well 
said,  in  his  message : 

"In  liiot,  the  general  provifloos  of  our  recent  state  eou> 
itltQtlonii.  after  an  experience  of  eighty  ymre,  are  m  dmilar 
•nd  eo  excellent  that  it  would  be  difflrult  to  go  fkr  wrong 
•t  the  preeent  day  in  framing  a  new  ooneUtotion." 

The  constitution  conforms  precisely  to  What 
Governor  Walker  said  would  meet  his  most 
eordial  approval,  and  that  he  should  devote 
his  whole  time  in  addresses  every  day  to  the 
people  of  every  county  in  the  territory  to  in- 
sure its  adoption.     He  says : 

**  Adopt  a  ooDstitation  very  similar  to  that  of  some  of  the 
aouthem  atateit,  Mcuring  the  ri|(bt  to  the  plaren  now  in  the 
territory,  numbering  probably  from  two  to  three  hundred, 
bot  prohibiting  the  iutrodnction  of  any  mure,  excluding  all 
free  negnKv,  enforcing  by  most  stringent  provisions  the 
execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law;  securing  the  right  of 

r>al  in  all  oonstitutioDal  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
United  i^tates ;  and  requiring  all  ofAwrs  of  the  govem- 
ment,  legislative,  exiwntivc,  and  Judicial,  the  Judges  and 
fnapectora  of  all  elections,  and  the  attorneys  of  all  courts, 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  oonstitution  of  the  state  and 
of  the  United  States.  Such  a  constituticm,  if  submitted  to 
a  Tote  of  the  whole  people,  would,  in  my  opinion^  be  adopted 
by  a  very  considerable  majority." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  convention  at  Le- 
compton  has  adopted  just  such  a  constitution, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  clause  pro- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves ; 
and  thai  clause  has  been  submitted  to  a  fair 
and  direct  vote  of  the  people  themselves,  reffis- 
tered  and  unregistered^  thus  leaving  no  possible 
pretence  for  complaint. 

It  is  well  known  thiit  the  only  real  matter 
of  controversy  in  Kansas  wan  the  question  of 
slavery.  Evidence  to  that  ctTect  could  bo  ac- 
cumulated almost  without  limit,  establishing 
the  fact.  But  the  committeo  deem  this  unne- 
cessary, as  the  fact  itself  will  hardly  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one.  Such  being  the  ca«?e,  no 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint  can  be  found; 
for  that  question  was  submitted  to  all  the  bona 
fide  inhabitants  for  decision,  on  the  2l8t  De- 
cember. There  is  no  pretence  that  any  dis- 
tricts, counties,  or  persons  wore  dislVancliised 
at  thai  election.  Every  qualified  voter,  whe- 
ther registered  or  not  reyistered,  had  the  unre- 
strained privilege  of  voting  for  or  against 
slavery.  Here,  then,  was  the  opportunity  to 
settle  the  only  existing  diflSculty,  if  it  was  de- 
sired. "Would  it  not  be  very  extraordinary  to 
permit  a  factious  portion  of  the  people,  in  total 
disregard  of  the  law,  to  stay  wilfully  from  the 
polls,  when,  according  to  law,  and  according 
to  the  published  iiotii-e  of  (iovernor  Walker, 
they  were  equally  bound  as  if  they  had  voted, 
and  then  claim  the  privilege  of  having  a  re- 
submission t 

If  it  were  true,  that  they  had,  as  they  assert, 
a  majority  opposed  to  slavery,  they  could  have 
voted  out  the  clause  sanctioning  that  institu- 
tion. By  their  own  act  the  clause  is  retained ; 
and  then  they  desire  to  reject  the  whole  con- 
stitution because  of  the  so-called  obnoxious 
^inverj  clause,  left  in  by  their  own  wilful  re- 
fusal  to  vote.     8uch  wiifaluesa  is  not  to  be 


oonoiliated  or  tolerated  in  a  country  gOTerned 
by  laws.  Suppose  twenty  addiUonal  opportn* 
nities  should  m  afforded  to  the  same  people  ce 
vote  on  all  these  questions,  who  can  guarantee 
that  they  will  act  better  in  the  future  than 
thev  have  in  the  past?  Who  can  say  they 
will  vote  at  all  ?  And  if  not,  would  not  the 
same  objection  now  made  be  as  valid  then  ae 
it  is  now,  with  reference  to  their  nonrOcUonf 
It  seems  to  be,  however,  but  carrying  out  their 
known  political  design  to  prevent  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  the  question. 

The  only  legal  rule  is,  to  adhere  to  the  nni- 
form  practice  of  all  the  constitutional  sovem- 
meats  in  the  Union ;  and  an  opportunitynaving 
been  afforded  to  all  of  registering  their  names 
and  voting,  then^  to  decide  aooording  to  the 
majority  thus  cast,  whether  some  of  the  peo- 
ple have  voted,  or  neglected  or  refused  to 
vote.  Governor  Walker  said  to  the  people  of 
Kansas  in  his  official  address : 

'*  Thronehout  our  whole  Union,  and  wbererer  fn»  notero- 
mrnt  proTailit,  thoM  who  attain  from  the  ezerdee  of  the 
rights  of  Haffrage  auUmrize  thora  who  do  Tote  to  art  ibr  them 
in  that  contingency,  and  the  absentees  are  aa  much  bound 
under  the  law  and  ooni>titution — when  there  la  no  firaod  or 
violence — by  the  majority  of  thOM  who  do  Tiite,  aa  tboogh 
all  had  participated  in  the  election.  Othcrwtoe,  aa  Totinf 
must  be  Toluntary,  self-goTomment  would  be  impractlealilfl^ 
and  monarchy  and  despotism  would  remain  m  tha  oaXj 
altematiTe." 

Admitting  the  truth  of  the  proposition  of 
Governor  Walker,  that  those  who  abatain 
from  voting  authorize  those  who  do  vote  to 
vote  for  them,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the 
abolitionists  of  Kansas,  if  they  are  the  majo- 
rity of  the  people,  as  they  claim  to  be,  are  di- 
rectly responsible  for  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  that  territory.  And  whether  they 
constitute  the  majority  or  minority,  the  deci- 
sion made  is  equally  binding  upon  all. 

*'  Popular  sovereignty"  has  been  invoked  by 
some  to  defeat  the  Lecompton  constitution. 
It  is  even  alleged  by  those  objectors  that 
nothing  but  a  submission  of  the  whole  oonsti- 
tution to  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  would  be  a 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act,  which  declares  the  people  of 
that  territory  shall  be  perfectly  free  to  form 
their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject  the  committee 
cannot  agree. 

Surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  this 
provision  of  the  Kansas  organic  law  diminished 
the  previous  rights  of  the  people  in  creating  a 
state  government.  In  nil  time  past,  since  tlis 
declaration  of  independence,  it  has  been  uai- 
formly  admitted,  without  a  single  exception, 
that  tne  people  had  the  right  of  choice  either 
to  form  their  constitutions  by  their  agents 
elected  for  that  purpose,  or  to  reser\'e  the 
right  to  ratify  the  constitution  by  a  subse- 
quent direct  vote  of  the  people.  In  either 
case,  and  in  both  cases,  it  is  the  act  of  the 
people,  and  a  full  exercise  of  "  iK>pular  sov^ 
reignty."  If,  therefore,  the  Kansas  act  had 
taken  away  the  right  of  the  people  to  act 
through  their  agents,  it  would  be  a  limitation 
of  their  rights  rather  than  an  ioorease  and 
improvement^  as  the  friends  of  tha^  meaenre 
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beretofore  boasted.  The  people  woald, 
in  that  cue,  be  confined  to  one  way  only  in 
which  to  make  a  constitution,  and  would  not 
be  at  liberty  to  choose  Iheir  own  way.  Such  a 
oonstmction  of  the  organic  act  is  manifestly 
erroneous. 

Haring  thus  given  a  historical  account  of 
the  matter  referred  for  their  consideration, 
jronr  committee  will  briefly  review  the  whole 
subject,  unembarrassed  hy  details.  Thej  will 
look  at  the  subject  as  it  originated,  as  it  has 
been  for  three  ^cars,  and  as  it  now  is. 

The  population  of  our  country  four  years 
mgo  was  principally  confined,  by  treaty  and 
by  law,  to  tlie  comparatively  small  region 
Wing  to  the  east  ot  the  river  Mississippi. 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  part  of  Louisi- 
«na,  were  found  on  the  western  bank.  Also, 
on  the  extreme  southern  flank,  Texas ;  and 
Minnesota  on  the  northern.  California  and 
the  settlements  of  Oregon  were  upon  the 
Pacific  coast ;  in  the  centre,  New  Mexico  and 
Utah.  The  immense  country  lying  between 
our  scanty  settlements  upon  the  Pacific  and 
the  western  boundaries  ol  Iowa,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas,  may  be  said,  in  general  terms,  and 
with  the  above  exceptions,  to  have  been  un- 
occupied. Guarded  by  the  Indian  non-inter- 
course act  and  by  Indian  treaties,  and  without 
territorial  organization,  the  country  was  ren- 
dered, by  statutory  prohibitions,  an  inaccessi- 
ble solitude,  which  pioneer  settlers  might  not 
legally  disturb.  Further  extensions  of  settle- 
ment to  the  westward  were  thus  arrested  by 
Imw.  The  western  border  of  three  or  four 
states  was  the  western  border  of  the  United 
States  until  we  reached  the  top  of  the  Sierra 
Neoaddf  and  looked  down  upon  the  long  and 
narrow  settlements  upon  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific. The  border  states  had  become  dissatis- 
fied, and  clamored  for  western  expansion 
OTor  the  beautiful  and  fertile  wilderness  which, 
though  extending  for  a  continuous  distance  of 
*  thousand  miles,  approached  within  three 
hundred  miles  of  the  Mississippi,  was  aban- 
doned by  the  ^vernment  to  the  exclusive  use 
of  wild,  semi-civilizcd,  and  vagrant  Indian 
tribes.  Unable  longer  to  rosi^t  the  demands 
of  the  west  for  the  opening  up  to  settlement  of 
a  country  so  contiguouti,  important,  and 
valuable,  and  which  had  been  neglected  so 
long  as  to  become  a  just  cause  of  reproach  to 
the  government.  Congress,  in  1854,  took  into 
its  serious  consideration  the  justice  and  policy 
of  organizing  it  into  territories. 

But  two  difficulties  were  in  the  way  of  an 
iyrganization :  one  was  the  question  of  Indian 
occupancy,  the  other  that  of  African  slavery. 
The  nrst  was  easily  adjusted ;  the  second  was 
the  Bubiect  of  long,  heated,  and  angry  discus- 
lion.  More  than  one  hundred  speecnes  were 
delivered  in  Congress  at  that  session  upon  the 
slavery  question.  At  length  the  whole  country 
lying  west  of  Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota, 
east  of  Utah,  Oregon,  and  Washington  territo- 
ries, (iod  north  of  the  37th  and  south  of  the 
49th  |4uullels  of  latitude,  was  organized  into 


two  territories,  and  named  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska. 

The  law  organizing  these  territories  settled 
the  slavery  controversy,  by  providing  that  the 
people  of  them  might  form  their  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  own  teay,  subject  only  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  ena- 
ble the  people  to  do  so  without  hindrance  of 
any  kind,  there  was  inserted  in  the  act  a  clause 
repealing  all  laws  establishing,  regulating,  or 
prohibiting  slaveholding. 

This  settlement  greatly  pleased  one  party, 
and  greatly  displeased  the  other.  The  defeated 
anti-slavery  party  professed  to  believe  that 
Congress  had  power,  and  ought  to  exercise  it, 
to  exclude  slave  property  from  territory  which 
had  been  acquired  oy  the  joint  efforts  and  at 
the  common  expense  of  ilaveKolders  and  noM- 
slaveholders. 

The  victorious  democratic  party  believed 
that  Con^ss  had  no  such  power  under  the 
Constitution,  and  that  it  would  be  inequitable 
to  exercise  it  if  it  had ;  and,  also,  that  in  this 
particular  case,  such  an  ^exercise  of  power 
would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  thira  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with  France,  by  which  the 
country  was  acquired. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act, 
people  living  m  Missouri,  upon  the  borders  of 
Kansas,  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  poured  into  that  territory  in  large 
numbers,  and  appropriated  many  of  the  most 
fertile,  best  watered,  and  best  timbered  tracts. 
Many  of  these  carried  their  slaves  with  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  prior  to  the  final  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  but  afler  its  pas- 
sage became  evident,  certain  members  of  Con- 
gress formed  a  secret  association,  which  ulti- 
mately became  public,  to  incite  and  aid  the 
emigration  into  Kansas  of  persons  opposed  to 
the  existence  of  slavery,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  so  carrying  out  its  provisions  as  to 
cause  an  exclusion  of  the  slave  property  of 
the  southern  states  from  the  territory.  This 
secret  combination  of  politicians  to  perpetrate 
sectional  injustice,  was  promptly  followed  by 
public  ones,  and  moneys  were  collected  in  nu- 
merous places  for  the  express  purpose  of  aid- 
ing an  efibrt  to  exclude  southern  property  from 
Kansas.  This  sectional  and  fanatical  purpose 
was,  in  practice,  generally  coupled  with  some 
one  or  more  scliemes  of  money  making  of  a 
highly  speculative  character.  This  effort  very 
naturally  provoked  counter  efforts,  and  violent 
controversies  between  the  assailants  and  the 
assailed  followed. 

The  creators  of  strifey  as  often  is  the  case, 
were  worsted.  Of  the  voters  on  that  occasion 
this  may  be  said :  many  were  bad  men.  The 
scenes  were,  if  possible,  as  disgraceful  as  those 
which  have  been  such  a  scandalous  reproach 
to  the  large  cities  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
states  in  violent,  contested  elections. 

Immediately  after  the  first  election,  many 
of  the  voters  belonging  to  each  of  the  contendr 
ing  parties,  and  aniong  them  the  defeated  eon- 
didaUfor  delegate  To  Congreu,  left  the  tern- 


420 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


toy,  NKYXR  TO  RKTURN.  Few  of  the  emigrants 
from  the  varioiu  states,  other  than  those  from 
the  acljacent  state  of  Missouri,  who  alone  had 
easy  and  early  facilities  for  making  themselves 
comfortable,  passed  the  winter  in  Kansas,  and 
many  of  the  settlers  in  Kansas  from  Missouri^ 
passed  the  vinUsr  out  of  the  territory.  But 
with  the  spring,  emigrants  and  disturbances 
returned  to  Kansas.  During  the  whole  of  the 
second  year  (1855)  it  is  believed  the  majority 
of  tlie  actual  settlers  in  Kansas  vfere  emigratUa 
Jrom  the  adjoining  state.  But  as  the  mass  of 
the  emigrants  sent  out  to  Kansas  under  the 
inipiraiion  of  the  abolitionists  were  poorly 
fitted  for  labor  in  unbroken  fields,  and  had  to 
draw  largely  upon  the  aid  of  absent  and 
fanatical  friends  for  support,  and  as  both  the 
supported  and  the  supporters  were  accustomed 
to  wrangling  and  disputation^  the  territory  was 
quickly  filled  with  strife.  And  as  local  con- 
tention and  violence  increased,  so  did  the  heat 
aad  the  contributions  of  the  remote  supporters, 
until  the  turmoil  in  Kansas  on  one  side  ma- 
tured into  open  defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  the 
territory.  The  mere  handful  of  emigrants 
were  ostentatiously  furnished,  even  by  reli- 
giaus  men,  amid  prayers  and  hymns,  with  de- 
structive weapons,  and  encouraged  to  set  up 
an  independent  government.  This  was  only 
not  put  into  aclual  operation,  probably,  but 
for  tne  firmness  of  the  government  officers, 
hacked  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
For  near  three  years  these  turbulent  spirits, 
thus  encouraged  by  the  restless  and  fanatical 
elsewhere,  have  kept  the  territory  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  disorder.  Thev  have  uni- 
formly disregarded  the  laws,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  When  elec- 
tions were  held,  instead  of  peacefully  partici- 
pating in  them,  they  disturbed  and  annoyed 
the  voters  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
ended  in  holding  elections  upon  days,  and  in 
a  manner,  unauthorized  by  law,  and  expressly 
to  contravene  the  law. 

When,  at  last,  to  end,  if  possible,  these  dis- 
orders and  strifes,  the  legislature  made  pruvi- 
eion  for  a  voto  of  the  people  upon  the  (Question 
whether  a  state  government  snould  be  formed 
by  the  making  and  adopting  of  a  constitution, 
these  organized  disturbers  combined  to  pre- 
tent  a  fml  and  fair  vote.  So,  likewise,  when 
the  convention  had  been  ordered  by  a  regular 
rote  of  the  people  to  be  called,  the  armed  mis- 
chief makers  tnrew  every  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  full  regiHtration  of  the  settlers  legally 
entitled  to  voto  for  members  of  the  conven- 
tion; and  then,  when  their  violent,  illegal, 
and  bloody  efibrts  had  been  partially  success- 
ful, they  "filled  the  country  with  their  com- 
jUaints  that  the  registration,  which  they  had 
resisted  with  arms,  had  not  been  full  and  fair  1 
And  as  the  registration  was  not  absolutely  full 
and  complete,  they  wished  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  infer  that  the  election  of 
the  members  of  the  convention  was  neither 
legal  nor  fair  I !  The  people  having,  by  direct 
TO^  ordered  the  callmg  of  a  convention  to 
itoo  »  coDStituUon,  the  abolitioa  agitators 


and  disturbers  refused  to  vote  at  the  election 
of  members  of  said  convention,  and  then,  af- 
ter an  obstinate  refusal,  raised  an  outcry  that 
the  convention  was  unjustly  constituted,  inas- 
much as  they  were  not  represented  therein. 
After  the  formation  of  a  constitution,  they 
cried  out  against  the  constitution  upon  the 
ground  that  they  had  not  been  allowed  to 
vote  for  its  ratification,  though  they  knew  be- 
fore the  election  of  the  convention,  that  the 
convention  had  been  clothed  with  full  author- 
ity to  make  a  constitution ;  they  well  knew 
that  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  convention  had  been  vetoed 
by  the  governor  upon  the  express  ground  that 
it  enabled  the  convention  to  make  a  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  had  been  made  a  law,  ailer  a 
full  consideration  of  such  veto.  They  knew 
that  the  governor  and  the  officers  of  the  terri- 
tory, in  various  ways,  had  made  great  exer- 
tions to  induce  them  to  go  to  the  polls  like 
honesty  law-abiding  citizens,  and  vote  for  men 
who  would  respect  their  wishes,  and  that  they 
had  refused  to  heed  these  solicitations. 

They  also  knew  that  the  convention  had  not 
only  anbrded  an  opportunity  fur  the  good  citi- 
zens who  had  registered  themselves  as  vpters 
according  to  law,  to  decide  whether  slavery 
should  or  should  not  be  established  in  Kan- 
sas as  a  legal  institution,  but  had  also  allowed 
even  those  bad  men  who  had  disobeyed  the 
laws,  and  who  had  combined  to  prevent  a  full 
registration,  to  vote  with  the  registered  voters 
upon  this  vital  question ;  and  they  also  knew 
that  they  refused  to  vote,  even  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, upon  this  proposition  I 

The  convention  was  called  by  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people  in  direct  pursuance  of  law ;  the 
people,  in  pursuance  of  law,  subsequently 
elected  a  convention  to  mnko  a  constitution  ; 
and,  in  strict  pursuance  of  all  the  forms  ob- 
served by  such  conventions,  that  convention, 
thus  legally  called  and  thus  legally  elected, 
did  make  a  constitution.  That  constitution, 
thus  legally  created,  is,  if  recognised  by  Con- 
gress, the  supreme  law  of  Kansas,  and  can 
only  be  changed  by  the  people  of  Kansas, 
who,  through  their  legal  representatives,  have 
thus  formally  created  it.  No  legislature  of 
Kansas,  after  the  people  had,  in  pursuance 
of  all  the  forms  of  law,  called  and  elected  a 
constitutional  convention  to  make  a  constitu- 
tion, could  legally  interfere  with  it  either  to 
increase  dr  to  les-sen  its  powers.  The  conven- 
tion, being  the  direct  official  representatives  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  could  no  more 
be  restricted  in  its  legitimate  action  by  a  legis- 
lature than  could  the  people  themselves  be  re- 
stricted had  they  been  assembled,  in  person, 
in  one  great  ma»s  meeting,  to  make  a  consti- 
tuti(m  for  their  own  government.  Hence  the 
work  of  that  convention  was  final  and  com- 
plete, and  must  so  remain,  in  all  its  parts, 
until  changed  by  the  people  that  called  and 
elected  the  convention  that  made  it.  The  vote . 
on  the  single  clause  submitted  on  the  21st  De- 
cember, 1^7,  w^as  a  final  vote ;  the  conven- 
tion itself,   if  re-assembled,  could   neiilMr 
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change  the  oonstitution  nor  order  a  second 
vote.  The  power  with  which  it  was  intmsted 
by  the  people  is  exhausted.  Its  members  are 
now  only  private  citizens,  and,  like  other  pri- 
vate citizens,  must  obey  each  and  every  re- 
quirement of  the  constitution  which  they  se- 
verally helped  to  create.  Far  less  can  a 
thereto  unauthorized  executive, judiciary,  or 
legislature  change,  alter,  modify,  or  nullify 
the  constitution  made  by  the  people  through 
their  selected  representatives — representa- 
tives elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and 
clothed  with  special,  direct,  and  positive  au- 
thority for  that,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Good  citizens,  and  representatives  of  good 
citizens,  cannot,  consistently,  do  anything  ez- 

Sressly  to  uphold  violators  of  law  and  known 
isturbers  or  the  public  peace.  It  is  alike  im- 
politic and  unjust  to  grant  the  turbulent  de- 
mands of  the  disorder! v,  be  they  few  or  ma- 
ny; it  is  wrong  to  aid  tliem  to  overturn  a  con- 
stitation  made  l)y  the  law-abiding  supporters 
of  the  government  and  laws  of  Kansas.  The 
more  especially,  when  the  habitual  disturbers 
would  not  have  any  cause  of  complaint  of  any 
kind,  as  ikey  themselves  loudly  assert^  if  they 
had  listened  to  the  earnest  counsels  of  the 
President  of  their  country,  and  the  governor 
of  their  territory,  and  exercised  their  right, 
and  honestly  performed  their  duty  by  voting 
upon  either  of  three  occasions — 1st,  when  the 
vote  was  taken  upon  calling  a  convention : 
2d,  when  the  convention  was  elected ;  3d, 
when  the  question  was  submitteil  whether  the 
slavery  clause  should  or  should  not  be  retained 
in  the  constitution.  If  the  abolitionists  were 
in  a  majority,  as  they  so  loudly  boast,  and 
would  not  tote  against  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  Kansas,  but  allowed  those  who 
woold  vote  to  establish  it,  they  have  no  just 
cause  of  complaint.  If  they  wore  in  a  mino- 
rity, as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  they  have 
no  cause  of  complaint :  for  the  majority  of  the 
people  voting,  in  accordance  with  the  theories 
of  all,  ought  to  rule.  Xotwithstauding  the 
noisy  and  ince.ssant  claims  of  the  abolitionists 
to  lie  considered  a  majority  of  the  {jcople  of 
Kansas,  the  truth  of  tliosc  claims  remains  to 
be  shown.  Having  l>ocn  abun-luntly  supplied 
with  superior  arms,  8u<;h  as  Sharpens  rifles, 
Colt's  revolvers,  and  bowie  knives,  and  been 
trained  for  two  or  three  years  to  their  use, 
and  to  move  in  cv)ncert  and  in  masses,  the  idle 
and  the  lawless  men  sent  into  Kansas  by  the 
fanatics  of  New  England  have  bet;ome  dan- 
serous  and  formidable.  But  tlieir  numbers 
have  been,  it  is  believed,  greatly  exaggerated  ; 
their  power  consists  in  their  superior  organi- 
sation ^nd  arms,  and  in  their  being  supported 
in  idleness.  When  called  upon  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  form  a 
constitution,  these  mercenaries  of  political 
priests  did  not  venture  to  measure  strength  at 
the  polls  with  the  democratic  party  of  Kansas, 
bat  allowed  the  election  to  go  by  default. 

So,  again,  when  the  memljers  of  the  conven- 
tion were  elected,  the  abolitionists  shrank  from 
tJu  eoidofL  So,  also,  when  the  question  came  up 


whether  there  should  or  shonld  not  be  a  dansa 
retuned  in  the  constitution  allowing  slaTerir 
to  be  established  in  Kansas,  they  agtun  ^rvnk 
from  ike  eonUst,  consoions  of  their  weakness, 
or  from  sinister  political  design.  It  is  possi- 
ble there  may  be  a  maiority  of  the  eitixens  of 
Kansas  from  the  non-sutveholding  statee,  hot 
all  of  them  are  not  abolitionists  or  fanatics  om. 
the  slave  question.  Why  this  oontinoed  al>> 
sence  of  the  abolitionists  from  the  polls  if  th(^ 
had  the  real  strength  with  which  to  take  noe* 
session  of  the  legislature,  and  thus  peacefully 
end  all  difficulties  by  having  eyerytning  their 
"  own  way  ?" 

At  the  late  election  of  state  officers  thej  ex- 
erted their  strength  in  union  with  certain  fat- 
voring  element*,  and  so  close  was  the  contest* 
even  when  thus  aided,  that  the  result  is  as  yet 
unknown. 

>  The  only  election  they  ever  carried  was  that 
which  was  held  last  fall,  and  their  success  is 
readily  accounted  for  without  resorting  to  the 
supposition  that  the  abolitionists  compose  a 
majority,  or  even  a  fourth,  of  the  voters  of 
Kansas. 

As  to  their  vote  upon  the  eonstitation,  given 
upon  the  4th  of  January  last,  two  weeks  after 
the  day  appointed  by  the  only  competent  aur 
thority  to  appoint  a  day,  little  need  be  said, 
for  it  was  utterly  irregular,  and  was  thrown 
upon  a  day  other  than  the  legal  one,  for  the 
purpose  of  casting  contempt  upon  the  go* 
vemment.  Votes  cast  without  lawful  author* 
ity  upon  a  question  decided,  and  with  a  pur* 
pose  to  unfavorably  affect  what  b  lawful, 
orderly,  and  right,  are  entitled  to  no  conside- 
ration at  the  hands  of  those  who  do  not  claim 
to  favor  lawlessness  and  anarchy. 

That  men  who  habitually  set  all  law  at  de* 
fiance,  and  who  consider  all  restraint  upon 
their  wishes  as  tyranny,  should  report  that 
they  have  cast  ten  thousand  votes  against  a  con- 
stitution,  when,  upon  the  same  day,  and  at  the 
same  places,  they  were  able  to  rally  in  favor 
of  their  candidates  for  office  not  so  many  voters 
by  three  or  four  thousand,  will  surprise  no 
one,  and  influence  no  one.  As  good  citizens, 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  voted  on  the  lawful 
election  day ;  as  turbulent  persons,  they  chose 
to  vote  two  toeeki  afterwards ;  hence,  had  they 
numbered  millions,  their  numbers  would  not 
conceal  nor  palliate,  far  less  justify,  their  open 
disregard  and  contempt  of  law. 

Some  consider  the  submission  of  a  eonstita- 
tion to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification  as 
necessary  to  its  validity.  In  this  opinbn  the 
committee  do  not  concur.  The  people  maj 
assemble,  as  in  ancient  days,  in  mass  meet- 
ing, and  make  a  constitution ;  they  may  elect 
representatives  to  make  one  for  them ;  or  they 
may  elect  representatives  to  draft  one  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  approval  or  rejection.  The 
last  method  is  most  approved  of  during  the 
past  few  years,  though  formerly  the  second 
method  was  very  generally  resorted  to. 

The  calling  of  ue  constitutional  convention 
of  Kansas  is  generally  conceded  to  have  be^ 
BtricUy  legaL    The  election  of  its  members  ia 
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alw  idimttad  to  have  bmo  lagaL  Is  it  not 
looiatl  to  inftr  that  k  ooDTsntioD  leg^llj^ 
called,  legally  eleotad,  and  clothed  with  au- 
thority to  make  a  conitinition,  c«n  no  more 
be  interfered  witb  bj  governor,  jud^e,  or  le^ 
gblatOT,  either  to  increase  or  to  diminUh  iu 
powers,  or  to  alter,  modifj,  or  nullif;  its  Bota, 
than  the  people  could  be  interfered  with  had 
they  aasembled  «it  ma»K,  initeod  of  by  reprfr' 
■entatiTwT  The  legialature  of  a  state  ma; 
not  altet  or  annul  the  constitution  thereof 
vnlesa  thereto  ipeoiallj  anthoriied  bj  the  peo- 

No  election  of  offieeri  under  a  eonatitutioD, 
no  Tota  on  the  adoption  of  a  oODstitntion,  hold 
on  a  day  prior,  or  on  a  daj  subsequent,  to  the 
day  flxM  by  the  lawfully  constituted 
itiee,  is  oonaidered  vjlid  in  any  itate,  o 
territory,  or  in  any  city,  county,  or  town  in  the 
Unitad  States,  no  matter  how  few  or  how  manii 
penone  may  engage  in  the  lawless  proceeJ- 
iDg.  No  man  can  be  chosen  president,  or 
goremor,  or  mayor,  or  justice  of  the  peuco, 
but  upon  the  days  appointed  by  law ;  and,  ex- 
cept by  lawless  and  Bhsnieless  desperadoes  in 
KansBfl,  nowhere  in  the  United  States  has  this 
dooUine  been  praelieally  oontroTerted.  If  the 
monstrous  praatdcea  of^the  bold,  bad  men  of 
Kansas,  now  an  exception,  are  to  be  ateted 
itito  a  rule,  how  long  will  it  be  ere  some  audo- 
eiona  sectional  faction  will  find  a  pretence  fur 
holdiav  a  preaidential  election  on  a.  day  other 
t  appointed  by  the  law  T  And  when 
are  held  withoat  law  by  factionists, 
and  on  a  day  Bubsequent  Co  the  day  appointed 
by  law,  their  candidates  will  always  hare  most 
Totes;  the  legal  candidates  will  h;  thoui  be 
pronounced  the  "  minority  candidates,"  and 
the  irregular  and  illegal  oneit  will  be  called 
the  "  majority  condidotes."  Tlien  will  fnllow 
etrife,  bloodshed,  and  civil  war.  RighU,  it 
must  ever  be  borne  in  mind,  can  be  liest  and 
must  Barely  npheld  by  strict  adherence  to  law; 
DDtrages  and  crimes  are  oasio<it  committed  and 
Iwet  protected  in  the  midst  uf  civil  commotion. 
There  is  no  real  and  true  safety  to  our  liber- 
ties  and  institutioiis  but  in  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  our  constitutions 
and  laws ;  and  there  is  no  dungcr  to  our  peace 
and  oar  Union  that  wo  cannut  easily  escape 
.iou»ly  adhere  to  tliem. 

a  leaisla' —   -'"■ —  " — 

h  had  thi 

Appoint  a  day,  open  polls,  and  request  the 
people  to  Tote  for  or  against  a  constitution 
which  hod  been  finally  adopted  by  the  people 
two  weelis  before,  and  which  nc)b<idy  could 
change  but  the  people,  and  they  only  by  a  for- 
mal action  to  that  direct  pnd !  I'ho  action  on 
the  constitution  on  tlie  2Ut  Dcceiiitier,  185T, 
was  final  action,  and  that  instrument  was,  on 
that  doy,  a  completed  one ;  it  can  l>o  changed, 
as  all  state  cons  citations  can  be ;  but,  until 
formally  and  lawfully  changed,  it  is  valid  : 
and  its  turbulent  opprmentii  will  find  that  the 
validity  of  that  fund.imental  law  cannot  Iip 
affected  by  a  town  muodag  harangue,  or  by  au 


Whoe- 


irregnlar  vote  order«d  by  a  nsfa   body  of 
haated  partisan  s. 

Many  generous  pcnoDS  who  are  quite  indis- 
posed to  oonntenance  the  violence  and  wmta- 
mooy  of  the  abolitionists  sent  into  Kwnini,  tbr 
the  purpose  of  excluding  therefrom  all  propmty 
not  pleasing  to  theni  and  their  abetten,  arn 
that  «oni«(Ai)i^  might  be  done  to  leuen  tha  bm- 
ships  that  will  fall  upon  them  in  the  event  of 
the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  with 
the  oonstitution  mode  at  Leoompton ;  that, 
although  it  is  true  the  abolitionists  violently  op- 
pose registration,  would  not  vote  at  elections, 
bold  sham  elections  on  days  Eubseqaent  to  those 
appointed  by  law,  and  oven  refused  to  vote 

X'nst  the  establishment  of  slavery  at  a  time 
n  they  professed  to  believe  their  doing  w 
would  have  excluded  it,  and  thns  have  ytmat- 
fully  settled  the  question  to  their  own  aatis- 
foction,  yet thej  consider  it  would  be  too  Mvere 
to  compel  such  contumacious  citiuno,  erwi 
thouj^h  it  is  their  own  fault,  to  live  under  s 
constitntioQ  which,  however  grievous  ili  pio- 
visiuuH  may  prove  to  be,  they  cannot  chaaga, 
vitliovt  retorting  to  recUuliim,  until  tbo  year 


answer  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  modify 
or  alter  a  state  oonstituttoo,  and  ha*  esprass^ 
stipulated  that  the  people  cf  Kansas  thdU  be 
permilted  to  form  thar  own  iniiibtliaa*,  lulgect 
ONLT  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes. 
two  T»)lies  may  be  given.  The  £nt  one  is 
this:  Theclausecomplainedof in theLaconip- 
tdn  oonstitution,  in  this  connexion,  ia  in  these 

"  Ber.  14.  ktlM  thf  jfu  ISM,  nhninir  tb«  IqtWitar* 
•bull  tblDk  It  ii>a>Mirj  u  ■n«nit,  iJler,  «  ehana*  (bU 
connaiiiUun.  Ih,.j  ihiU  nvtHami-ad  to  U»  titOm  at  (br 


plATV,  41Ki  bj  tbf  V 


Lt  choDH  th*  npnHBto- 

ip  of  »Ut»." 

That  this  provision  is  not  objoctionable  to 
the  abolition  I  stx,  >n  fact,  and  is  now  urged 
by  them  and  their  friends  only  for  popular 
feel,  is  proved  by  the  ovorwliclmine  fact  that 

le  abolitionists  of  Kansas  inserted  in  their 

Topeka  ponstitution  "  the  following   mora 

^ectionable  provision,  vi». : 


)fl-D.lhfnl«oftli»  iHnb>r*(l«IM 

\rtM  upnn  tha  j<iiirii*Ii>  irl£lh* 
SrmtiiiT  al  KliOa  ihin  aw  lli* 


rvlKiUliiluil,  u  -'——  \  1^  ■( 
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ris  noBUu  prior  lo  the  next  guMral  eketloo.  nt  which 
•leeUon  inch  propomd  amendmentii  nball  be  iiibinitted  to  the 
paopU  for  their  Approval  or  rrjcwtion.  and  if  the  maJorltY 
of  Hm  eleetora  voilBg  at  raeh  election  ahall  adopt  such 
•mwidmaota,  the  mbm  shall  beoome  a  part  of  the  oooAtita- 
tioa. 

**  See.  8.  When  more  than  one  am<*ndinent  \b  nubmltted 
■t  the  Mme  tlmei  thej  ehall  be  en  lubmltted  as  to  enable 
the  elector*  to  vote  upon  each  amendment  wparatoly. 

*  See.  4.  No  oonTention  for  the  formation  of  a  new  oonntl- 
tvllon  Aall  he  ealled,  and  no  amendment  to  the  conitltu- 
Hon  ahall  be,  bj  the  General  AaMmbly,  made  before  the  year 
IMO,  nor  more  than  once  In  fire  years  thereafter." 

The  seooiid  reply  is  this  :  Suppose  the  griev- 
mnee  real,  and  that  it  oug?U  to  oe  redressed,  it 
b  unnecessary  for  Congress  to  unlawfully  in- 
terfere for  that  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  Le- 
oompton  oonyention  has  provided  a  full,  lawful, 
and  perfect  remedy  for  every  conceivable  griev- 
ance, and  placed  that  remedy  in  the  unrestrict- 
ed hands  of  the  majority  of  the  pepple,  by  in- 
serting in  the  Constitution  of  Kansas  the  fol- 
lowing distinct  and  unequivocal  recoguition 
of  power,  viz : 

**  An  poHtical  power  is  Inherent  In  the  people,  and  all  free 
ntfl  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  iniititnted 


>r  their  benefit,  and  therefore  they  have  at  all  times  an  in 
allenaUe  and  Indefeasible  rifirht  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish 
fhilr  form  of  goremment  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper." 

The  abolitionists  of  Kansas  have  thus  far 
sought  power  by  methods  unknown  to  the  law 
and  by  violence,  and  not  through  the  peaceful 
agency  of  the  ballot-box.  Claiming  to  have  a 
majority  of  the  voters  of  the  territory,  and 
therefore  able  to  elect  legislatures  and  conven- 
tions, they  yet  ask  Congress  to  wrongfully  do 
for  them  what  they  may,  at  legal  times  and 
legal  places,  rightfully  do  for  themselves,  that 
is,  change  or  abolish  their  constitution.  And 
in  case  Congress  refuse  to  comply  with  their 
unconstitutional  demand,  they  threaten  to 
afflict  the  country  with  an  attempt  at  blood- 
shed and  revolution.  Unless  Congress  will  do 
for  them  what  they  assert  they  are  numerous 
enough  to  do  for  themselves,  but  which  they 
wilfully  refuse  to  do,  they  threaten  to  plunge 
the  country  into  civil  war.  This  conduct  is  so 
exceedingly  unrensonahlo  as  to  force  the  con- 
Tiction  upon  the  mind  that  thoy  are  conscious 
of  being  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  only  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  compass  their  unwarrantable 
ends  by  extoritng  tliem,  from  the  general  love 
of  peace  and  quiet.  If*  your  committee  are  not 
greatly  mistaken,  those  reckless  men  misjudpje 
Sie  American  people,  and  will  be  required  to 
seek  peaceful  methods  for  the  redress  of  all 
their  grievances,  whether  they  be  real  or  ima- 
ginary. 

The  committee  do  not  approve  the  ordinance 
accompanying  the  ccmstitution  ;  and  report 
against  its  allowance  ;  but  tliey  do  not  regard 
it  as  any  part  of  the  constitution,  nor  will  its 
approval  or  disapproval  by  Congress  affect  the 
falidity  of  that  constitution  if  tlie  state  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  recommended. 

In  conclusion,  this  committee  is  of  opinion 
that  when  a  constitution  of  a  newly  formed 
state,  created  out  of  our  own  territory,  is  pre- 
sented to  Congress  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  or  privilege 
of  Congress  either  to  approve  or  aisapprwe  the 


oonstitation  itself,  and  its  various  provisions, 
or  any  of  them,  but  simply  to  see  whether  it  bt 
the  legal  constitution  of  the  new  state ;  whe- 
ther it  be  renublioan  in  form;  whether  the 
boundaries  proposed  be  admissible ;  and  whe- 
ther the  number  of  inhabitants  be  sufficient  ti: 
justify  independent  state  organization. 

Believing  that  the  paper  presented  is  the 
legal  Constitution  of  Kansas,  that  it  is  repub- 
lican in  its  form,  that  the  boundaries  proposed 
by  it  are  admissible,  and  conceding  the  soffi- 
ciency  of  the  i>opulation,  the  committee  reoom- 
mend  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
upon  the  constitution  presented,  and  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Collamer,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories,  submitted  the  following  as  the  views 
of  the  minority  on  the  constitution  of  Kansas, 
adopted  by  the  convention  which  met  at  L^ 
oompton  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  September, 
1857  : 

Congress  has  passed  laws  in  relation  to 
slavery  in  the  territories  at  all  periods  of  its 
existence.  When  the  territory  was  held  by 
grant  or  treaty  that  in  no  way  affected  slavery, 
and  where  such  an  institution  existed,  if  at 
all,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  there  Congress 
entirely  prohibited  it.  If  slavery  existed, 
and  especially  if  the  territory  was  holden  by 
a  title  or  treaty  which  forbade  abolition,  there 
slavery  was  suffered  to  continue;  but  even 
there  Congress  often  adopted  measures  to  pre- 
vent or  check  further  additions,  and  often,  and 
before  1820,  the  taking  of  slaves  into  a  terri- 
tory for  sale  was  forbidden. 

It  is  most  observable,  however,  that  in  no 
case  was  the  condition  of  a  territory,  as  to 
slavery,  ever  left  to  be  a  matter  of  contention 
to  the  people  therein.  It  was  regarded  as  a 
question  of  too  much  interest  to  the  whole 
country  to  be  left  to  local  legislation.  At  no 
period  in  our  history  has  it  ever,  by  any  par- 
ty, been  insisted  that  the  people  were  not  «t 
liberty  to  arrange  this  matter,  like  all  others, 
in  their  own  way,  in  the  formation  or  altera- 
ation  of  their  state  constitution.  In  all  the 
territories  north  of  the  Ohio  slavery  was  ut- 
terly forbidden  by  Congress  from  time  to  time, 
as  tliey  were  formed,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  In  Mississippi,  in  1798, 
Congress  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves, 
which  they  could  not  do  in  the  states  until 
1808.  This  was  direct  intervention.  In  1804, 
in  Orleans  territory  (Louisiana,)  Congress 
adopted  three  express  provisions  on  slavery. 
Slaves  were  forbidden  to  Vte  brought  in,  ex- 
cept with  the  owner's  family,  to  settle.  They 
were  not  to  be  imported  from  beyond  the 
United  States ;  none  were  to  be  taken  there, 
in  any  manner,  if  imported  afler  1798.  For 
breach  of  either  of  these  provisions  the  slaves 
were  declared  free.  This  was  plenary  inter- 
vention. 

In  1820  was  passed  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, by  which  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a 
slave  state,  and  all  slavery  was  forever  forbid- 
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den  north  of  3&*  3(K  in  the  country  ceded  to 
nfl  by  France.  This  was  done  by  the  south- 
ern Yote  by  a  large  mf^ority,  with  a  small 
minority  of  the  north,  and  eo  a  southern 
measure.  This  settled  the  condition  of  all  the 
territory  we  then  owned,  and  was  the  bond  of 
peace  on  the  subject  for  more  than  one-third 
of  a  century.  When  Texas  was  acquired,  the 
same  position,  by  a  line  on  36^^  3(K,  was  made 
fbrpeace. 

When,  by  arrangement  with  Great  Britain, 
we  obtainea  the  exclusive  right  to  Oregon,  it 
was  formed  into  a  territory,  and  slavery  ut- 
terly prohibited.  After  uur  acquisition  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  difficulty  and 
trouble  on  this  subject  was  renewed.  In  1850, 
this  was  arranged  by  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia as  a  free  state,  and  forming  New  Mexico 
and  Utah  into  territories,  with  the  right,  when 
forming  state  constitutions,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  be  admitted  either  with  or  without 
slavery,  as  such  constitution  should  provide. 
This  was  al^o  a  southern  measure ;  and  it, 
together  with  the  former  measures  then  in 
force,  again  settled  the  condition  of  all  our  ter- 
ritory as  to  slavery.  It  was  claimed  and  sus- 
tained BA'V^ finality  of  this  subject. 

In  1854  a  measure  was  adopted,  at  the  claim 
of  the  slaveholding  states,  by  which,  in  effect, 
both  and  all  the  settlements  were  broken  up, 
and  the  whole  policy  of  the  government  on 
this  subject  changed.  The  country  south  of 
36^  30^ — Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Florida— obtained  from  Spain,  had  been  made 
into  slave  states :  but  the  country  north  of 
that  line  was  mostly  unsettled,  Iowa  only 
having  been  forme<l  therefrom.  The  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  was  passed,  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line  declared  inoperative,  and  the 
subject  of  slavery  wjus  ])rofessedly  turned  over 
to  the  people  who  should  go  and  inhabit  that 
country.  This  was  an  invitation  to  all  men 
to  enter  this  field  of  competition  for  free  or 
slave  institutions  ;  and  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  the  friends  and  promoters  of  these  two 
systems  would  make  vigorous  exertions  in  the 
struggle,  and  that  settlement,  by  friends  of 
each,  would  be  highly  stimulated  by  all  lawful 
means.  Hence  associations  and  societies  have 
been  put  in  operation,  both  north  and  south, 
to  promote  such  settlement  by  their  respective 
friends.  This  was  however,  neither  unlawful 
nor  censurable.  That  provision  of  the  Kansas 
act  is  as  follows : 

**  The  elffhtb  Rortion  of  tfie  art  prepuratory  to  the  odmis- 
■ioQ  of  Miiuouri  iuto  tb«  Uiiiim  ^wbicb  bt»iug  inounHutent 
with  the  princi'itU.  of  noninUTvtfution  by  0>ngreM  with 
•l*Tei7  in  the  Rtjiten  and  territories,  lui  required  by  the  Ickik- 
hitioa  of  1850,  couiinonly  nilliHi  the  (vnn  pro  mine  niewiuru) 
Is  hereby  deflartil  iiiopfratiru  ami  void,  it  beini;;  the  true 
intent  and  meanin;;  of  thi8  a<>t  not  in  legislate  Mavery  into 
Raid  terrltni-j.  or  tu  exclude  it  thcrofntni,  bat  to  leare  the 
people  tlu'DHif  ptrrtuctly  fnm  to  form  and  rcfculate  their 
domestic  indtitutionK  in  their  own  way,  rtubjert  tfily  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unitt-d  Stjites:  I'i'uvidfJL  Tliac  nothinir 
herein  oontjiinu<l  sIihU  be  cnnKtruMl  to  reTivn  or  put  in 
fiirce  any  law  or  n-^ulation  which  uiay  have  tizii«tt<d  |>ri<>r  to 
the  art  of  Mun:h  rt,  IKJO.  eitlier  prutccliug,  e:>tablibhing, 
prohibiting,  or  abolishing  slavery." 

Without  now  inquiring  into  the  propriety, 
expediency,  or  moral  justice  of  this  law,  clear 


it  is  that  it  contains  the  plighted  imblic  hith 
of  this  nation  that  the  people  of  luuisaa  shall 
have  the  right  of  self-goyemment  oonsistant 
with  the  Constitution. 

Plighted  public  faith  and  just  laws,  how 
ever,  secure  no  rights  to  men.  These  are 
found  only  in  the  just  and  fair  execution  of 
such  laws ;  and  we  will  now  briefly  inquire 
how  that  has  been  done  in  relation  to  that 
people.  Ilave  they  been  permitted  to  exercise 
their  promised  freedom,  even  in  the  initiation 
of  the  government  provided  for  them  ? 

The  governor  of  Kansas  having,  in  pursu- 
ance of  law,  divided  the  territory  into  dia- 
tricts,  and  procured  a  census  thereof,  issued 
his  proclamation  for  the  election  of  a  legtslar 
tive  assembly  therein,  to  take  place  on  the  30th 
day  of  March,  1855,  and  directed  how  the 
same  should  be  conducted,  and  the  returns 
made  to  him,  agreeably  to  the  law  establish- 
ing said  territory.  On  the  day  of  election, 
large  bodies  of  armed  men  from  the  state  of 
Missouri  appeared  at  the  polls  in  most  of  the 
districts,  and,  by  most  violent  and  tumultuous 
carriage  and  demeanor,  overawed  the  defence* 
less  inhabitants,  and  by  their  own  votes  eleei* 
ed  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  both 
houses  (if  said  assembly.  On  the  returns  of 
said  election  being  mode  to  the  governor,  pro- 
tests and  objections  were  made  to  him  in  rela- 
tion to  a  part  of  said  districts  ;  and  as  to  them, 
he  set  aside  such,  and  such  only,  as  by  the 
returns  appeared  to  be  bad.  In  relation  to 
others,  covering,  in  all,  a  majority  of  the  two 
houses,  equally  vicious,  in  fact,  but  apparently 
good  by  a  formal  returns,  the  iimabitants 
thereof,  borne  down  by  said  violence  and  intimi- 
dation, scattered  and  discouraged,  and  labor- 
ing under  approhonsiitns  of  personal  violence, 
refrttiuo<l  and  desisted  from  presenting   any 

f)rotest  to  the  governor  in  relation  thereto,  and 
le,  then  uninformed  in  relation  thereto, 
issued  certificates  to  the  members  who  ap- 
peared by  said  formal  returns  to  have  been 
elected. 

In  relation  to  those  districts  which  the  gov- 
ernor so  sot  aside,  orders  were  by  him  issued 
for  new  elections.  In  one  of  these  districts 
the  same  proceedings  wore  repeated  by  men 
from  Missouri,  and  in  others  not,  and  certifi- 
cates were  issued  to  the  persons  electetl. 

This  legislative  assembly,  so  elected,  assem- 
bled at  Pawnee  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1855, 
that  being  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
meeting,  as  fixed  by  the  governor,  by  author- 
ity of  law.  On  assembling,  the  houses  pro- 
ceeded to  set  'iside  and  reject  those  members 
so  elected  on  said  second  election,  except  in 
the  district  where  the  men  from  Missouri  had, 
at  said  election,  chosen  the  same  persous 
they  had  elected  at  the  said  first  election,  and 
they  admitted  all  of  the  said  fii^t-elected  mem- 
bers. 

A  legislative  assembly,  so  created  by  mili- 
tary force,  by  a  foreign  invasion,  in  violation 
of  the  organic  law,  was  but  a  usurpation  No 
act  of  its  own,  no  act  or  negleet  of  the  g<»ver- 
nor,  could  legalize  or  sanctify  it.      Its  own 
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daeUioiMi  m  to  its  own  legality  are,  like  its 
laws,  but  the  fraits  of  its  own  usurpation, which 
nojEOvemor  could  legitimate. 

That  territorial  legislature  passed  the  fol- 
lowing law : 

*  Bee.  11.  If  any  penon  print,  write,  iatrodaee  into,  pnb> 
Hdi,  or  drmlAte,  or  eause  to  be  brought  Into,  printed, 
written,  published,  or  eirenlated,  or  ahall  knowingly  aid  or 
Mrisi  In  bringing  into,  printing,  publitiliing,  or  eirealating, 
wittiln  this  territory,  any  book,  paper,  pampblet,  magasine, 
kand'Ul],  or  circular,  containing  any  statements,  argumenta, 
opialons,  nentimenta.  doctrines,  advice,  or  innuendo,  caicu< 
kUed  to  promote  a  disorderly,  dangerous,  or  rebellious  dia- 
■flisetion  among  the  slaves  in  thli  territory,  or  to  Induce  such 
•Utw  to  sfacape  from  the  service  of  tbelr  masters  or  to  resist 
thflir  authority,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  be 
panished  by  imprisonment  and  hanl  labor  for  a  term  not 
iMi  than  five  years. 

**  Sec  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  spvaking  or  by  writing, 
■aert  or  maintain  that  person<i  have  not  the  right  to  hold 
•Uvea  in  thijt  territ«iry,  or  Khali  introduce  into  this  territory, 

{»TiBt,  publish,  write,  circulate,  or  cause  to  be  introduced 
nto  this  territory,  written,  printed,  published,  or  circulated, 
In  this  territory,  any  book,  paper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  or 
etavtiar,  containing  any  denial  of  the  right  of  persons  to 
bold  slaves  in  this  territory,  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
piOty  of  felony,  anil  punished  by  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor  for  a  term  of  not  leu  than  two  years." 

And  further  providing,  that  no  person, 
"  ooDSoientiously  opposed  to  holding  siaves/' 
shall  sit  as  a  juror  in  the  trial  of  any  cause 
founded  on  a  breach  of  the  foregoing  law. 
They  further  provided,  that  all  officers  and  at- 
torneys should  be  sworn  not  only  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  also  to 
support  and  sustain  the  organic  law  of  the  terri- 
tory and  the  fugitive  slave  laws  ;  and  that  any 
person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  presumed  to  be 
ei|titled  to  vote  until  the  contrary  is  shown  ; 
and  if  any  one,  when  require<l,  shall  refuse  to 
take  oath  to  sustain  the  fugitive  slave  laws, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote.  Although 
they  passed  a  law  that  none  but  an  inhabi- 
tant, who  had  paid  a  tax,  should  vote,  yet  they 
required  no  time  of  residence  neces.sary,  and 
pruYided  for  the  immediate  payment  of  a  poll- 
tax  ;  so  providing,  in  effect,  that  on  the  eve  of 
an  election  the  people  of  a  neighboring  state 
could  come  in,  m  unlimited  numbers,  and,  by 
taking  up  a  residence  of  a  duy  or  an  hour,  pay  a 
poll-tax,  and  thus  become  legal  voters,  and  then, 
after  voting,  return  to  their  own  state.  They 
thus,  in  practical  effect,  provided  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  control  elections  at  tneir 
pleasure,  and  permitted  such  only  of  the  real 
inhabitants  ot  the  territory  to  vote  as  are 
friendly  to  the  holding  of  slaves. 

They  permitted  no  election  of  any  of  the  offi- 
cers in  the  territory  to  be  made  by  the  people 
thereof,  but  created  the  offices  and  filled  tRem, 
or  appointed  officers  to  fill  them  for  long  pe- 
riods, and  provided  that  the  next  annual  eiec- 
tioD  should  be  holden  in  October,  1856,  and 
the  Assembly  to  meet  in  January,  1857 ;  so 
that  none  of  these  laws  could  be  changed 
until  the  lower  Uouse  might  be  changed,  in 
1856;  but  the  Council,  which  is  elected  for 
two  years,  could  not  be  changed  so  as  to  allow 
a  change  of  the  laws  or  officers  until  the  ses- 
sion of  1858,  however  much  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  might  desire  it. 

These  laws,  made  by  an  Assembly  created 
liy  a  foreign  force,  are  but  a  manifestation  of 


the  spirit  of  oppression  which  was  the  parent 
of  the  whole  transaction. 

They  were  obviously  made  to  oppress  and 
drive  out  all  who  were  inclined  to  tne  excln* 
sion  of  slavery ;  and  if  they  remained,  to  silence 
them  on  this  subject,  and  subject  them  to  the 
will  and  control  of  the  people  of  MissourL 
These  are  the  laws  which  the  President  says 
must  be  enforced  by  the  army  and  whole  power 
of  this  nation. 

The  people  of  Kansas,  thus  invaded,  sub- 
dued, oppressed,  and  insulted,  seeing  their 
territorial  government  (such  only  in  form) 
perverted  into  an  engine  to  crush  them  in  the 
dust,  and  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  professed 
object  of  their  organic  law,  b^  depriving  them 
of  the  " perfect Jreedom''  therein  provide ;  and 
finding  no  ground  tor  hope  for  rights  in  that 
organization,  they  proceeded,  under  the  guar- 
antee of  the  United  States  Constitution,  *'  peace- 
ably to  assemble  to  petition  the  government 
for  the  redress  of  (their)  grievances."  They 
saw  no  earthly  source  of  relief  but  in  the 
formation  of  a  state  government  by  the  peo- 

Ele,  and  the  acceptance  and  ratification  thereof 
y  Congress. 
It  is  true  that,  in  several  instances  in  our 

Eolitical  history,  the  people  of  a  territory  have 
een  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  form 
a  state  constitution,  and,  after  so  doing,  were 
admitted  bv  Congress.  It  is  quite  obvions 
that  no  such  authority  could  be  given  by  the 
act  of  the  territorial  government.  I'Ao/ clear- 
ly has  no  power  to  create  another  government 
paramount  to  itself.  It  is  equally  true  that,  in 
numerous  instances  in  our  history,  the  people 
of  a  territory  have,  without  any  previous  act 
of  Congress,  proceeded  to  call  a  couventioa 
of  the  people  by  their  delegates ;  have  formed 
a  state  constitution,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  people,  and  a  state  legislature  assem- 
bled under  it,  and  chosen  Senators  to  Congress, 
and  then  have  presented  said  constitution  to 
Congress,  who  has  approved  the  same,  and  re- 
ceived the  Senators  and  members  of  Congress 
who  were  chosen  under  it  before  Congress  had 
approved  the  same.  Such  was  the  case  of 
Tennessee ;  such  was  the  case  of  Michigan, 
where  the  people  not  only  formed  a  state  oon- 
stitution  without  an  act  of  Congress,  and  with- 
out any  act  of  the  territorial  government,  but 
they  also  put  the  state  government  into  full 
operation,  and  superseded  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  it  was  approved  by  Congress  by 
receiving  it  as  a  state. 

This  was  then  sustained  in  the  Senate  by 
the  present  President  Buchanan,  who  there 
declared  that  any  act  of  the  territorial  legis- 
lature for  the  calling  a  convention  to  form  a 
constitution,  would  be  an  act  of  usurpation. 

The  people  of  Florida  formed  their  const!* 
tution,  without  any  act  of  Congrcsb  therefor,  six 
years  before  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union* 
Wheit  the  people  of  Arkansas  were  about  form- 
ing a  state  constitution  without  a  previous 
act  of  Congrejis,  in  1835,  the  territorial  jgov- 
ernor  applied  to  the  President  on  the  subjeot^ 
who  reierred  the  matter  to  the  Attomey-Oeiif- 
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Saestion  of  Blayery  for  themBelyeR,  and  that 
eciston  is  now  before  us  with  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  law.  No  real  or  yalid  exception  can 
be  taken  to  any  other  part  of  the  constitution. 
On  this  subject  President  Buchanan  has  well 
said,  in  his  message : 

"In  liiot,  the  general  proTblooi  of  our  recent  state  cou* 
ftltnUonfi.  after  an  pxp<>ri(>nce  of  eighty  yt«r8,  are  mo  trimilar 
ftnd  K>  excellent  that  it  would  be  difflruH  to  go  fiur  wrong 
•t  the  preeent  day  in  framing  a  new  oonetitntion." 

The  constitution  conforms  precisely  to  w'hat 
Governor  Walker  said  would  meet  his  most 
eordial  approval,  and  that  he  should  devote 
his  whole  time  in  addresses  every  day  to  the 
people  of  every  county  in  the  territory  to  in- 
sure its  adoption.     He  says : 

**  Adopt  a  conetitution  Tery  Mmilar  to  that  of  some  of  the 
aonthern  statei*,  Becorlnp  the  riitht  to  the  KlaveR  now  in  the 
territory,  numbering  probably  from  two  to  three  hundred, 
hot  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  any  more,  excluding  all 
fk«e  ncgro4>8;  enforcing  by  most  Rtringent  pruvieionH  the 
azeentlon  of  the  fugitire  fdaTe  law;  por.uring  the  right  of 
appeal  in  all  constitutional  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States ;  and  requiring  all  ofAi«rs  of  the  goTem- 
ment,  legislative,  exocutive,  and  Judicial,  the  Judges  and 
tnapectors  of  all  elections,  and  the  attorneys  of  all  courts, 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  state  and 
of  the  UnittHi  States.  Such  a  constitution,  if  submitted  to 
a  Tote  of  the  whole  people,  would,  in  my  opinion^  be  adopted 
bj  a  Tory  considerable  majority." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  convention  at  Le- 
compton  has  adopted  just  such  a  constitution, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  clause  pro- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves ; 
and  that  clause  has  been  submitted  to  a  fair 
and  direct  vote  of  the  people  themselves,  reffis- 
lered  and  unregistered,  thus  leaving  no  possible 
pretence  for  complaint. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  only  real  matter 
of  controversy  in  Kansas  was  the  question  of 
slavery.  Evidence  to  that  effect  could  be  ac- 
cumulated almost  without  limit,  e8taY)li8hing 
the  fact.  But  the  committee  deem  this  unne- 
cessary, as  the  fact  itself  will  hardly  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one.  Such  being  the  case,  no 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint  can  be  found; 
for  that  question  was  8ubmittcd  to  all  tlie  bona 
fide  inhabitants  for  decision,  on  the  2lst  De- 
cember. There  is  no  pretence  that  any  dis- 
tricts, counties,  or  persons  were  dislVanchised 
at  thai  election.  Every  qualified  voter,  whe- 
ther registered  or  not  regUlered^  had  tlie  unre- 
strained privilege  of  voting  for  or  against 
slavery.  Here,  then,  was  the  opportunity  to 
settle  tlie  only  existing  difficulty,  if  it  was  de- 
sired. "Would  it  not  be  very  extraordinary  to 
permit  a  factious  portion  of  the  people,  in  total 
disregard  of  tlie  law,  to  stay  wilfully  from  the 
polls,  when,  according  to  law,  and  according 
to  the  published  notice  of  Ciovernor  Walker, 
they  were  equally  bound  as  if  they  had  voted, 
and  then  claim  the  privilege  of  having  a  re- 
submission  f 

If  it  were  true,  that  they  had,  as  they  assert, 
a  majority  opposed  to  slavery,  they  could  have 
voted  out  the  clause  sanctioning  that  institu- 
tion. By  their  own  act  the  clause  is  retained ; 
and  then  they  desire  to  reject  the  whole  con- 
stitution because  of  the  so-called  obnoxious 
piiaveTj  clause,  left  in  by  their  own  wilful  re- 
fusal  to  rote.     Such  wilfaluess  ia  not  to  be 


oonciliated  or  tolerated  in  a  conntry  gpOTerned 
by  laws.  Suppose  twenty  additional  opportn- 
nitics  should  oe  afforded  to  the  same  people  ce 
vote  on  all  these  questions,  who  can  guaraiitee 
that  they  will  act  better  in  the  future  than 
they  have  in  the  past  ?  Who  can  say  thej 
will  vote  at  all  ?  And  if  not»  yrould  not  the 
same  objection  now  made  be  as  valid  then  u 
it  is  now,  with  reference  to  their  nonroctionf 
It  seems  to  be,  however,  but  carrying  out  their 
known  political  design  to  prevent  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  the  question. 

The  only  legal  rule  is,  to  adhere  to  the  niu- 
form  practice  of  all  the  constitutional  eoyem* 
ments  in  the  Union ;  and  an  opportunity  haying 
been  afforded  to  all  of  registering  their  nasiei 
and  voting,  then,  to  decido  according  to  the 
majority  thus  cast,  whether  some  of  the  peo- 
ple have  voted,  or  neglected  or  refueed  to 
vote.  Governor  Walker  said  to  the  people  oi 
Kansas  in  his  official  address : 

"  Throufchout  our  whole  Union,  and  whererer  tn»  gOfTtttt" 
ment  preTails  IhotM!  who  abstain  from  the  exerctee  of  th« 
rights  of  sufTniKC*  authorize  thope  who  do  rote  to  art  fbr  tlMm 
in  that  contin|[:ency.  and  the  al)Sontees  are  sa  much  bovnd 
under  the  law  and  oouJ'tituUon — when  there  la  no  flmnd  or 
violence — by  the  mnjority  of  those  who  do  vote,  aa  tlywigh 
all  had  participated  in  the  election.  Otherwise,  aa  Totfaf 
must  be  voluntary,  self  »(OTcmment  would  be  impracticftbli^ 
and  monarchy  and  despotism  would  remain  m  Um  «a3tf 
alternative." 

Admitting  the  truth  of  the  proposition  of 
Governor  Walker,  that  those  who  abatftin 
from  voting  authorize  those  who  do  TOte  to 
vote  for  them,  it  necessarily  follows  thml  the 
abolitionists  of  Kansas,  if  they  are  the  mi^ 
rity  of  the  people,  as  they  claim  to  be,  are  di- 
rectly responsible  for  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  that  territory.  And  whether  they 
constitute  the  maiority  or  minority,  the  deci- 
sion made  is  equally  binding  upon  all. 

"  Popular  sovereignty"  has  been  invoked  by 
some  to  defeat  the  Leconipton  constitution. 
It  is  even  alleged  by  those  objectors  that 
nothing  but  a  submission  of  the  whole  consti- 
tution to  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  would  be  s 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act,  which  declares  the  people  of 
that  territory  shall  be  perfectly  free  to  form 
their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject  the  committee , 
cannot  agree. 

Surely  it  will  not  bo  contended  that  this 
provision  of  the  Kansas  organic  law  diminiihei 
the  previous  rights  (»f  the  people  in  creating  A 
state  government.  In  all  time  piist,  since  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  has  been  uni- 
formly a<linitted,  without  a  single  exceptioo, 
that  the  people  had  tlie  right  of  choice  either 
to  form  their  constitutions  by  their  agents 
elected  for  that  purpose,  or  to  reser\'e  the 
right  to  ratify  the  constitution  by  a  subse- 
quent direct  vote  of  the  people.  In  either 
case,  and  in  both  cases,  it  is  the  act  of  the 
people,  and  a  full  exercise  of  **  popular  soye* 
reignty."  If,  therefore,  the  Kansas  act  had 
taken  away  the  right  of  the  people  to  tet 
through  their  agents,  it  would  be  a  limUaiim 
of  their  rights  rather  than  an  increase  aa4 
improvementy  as  the  friends  of  tha^  meMOte 
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liopemtm  in  lihe  territoiy,  ezoept  lo  fitf  « 
l^^btped  by  (United  States  troops. 
!|\  la  Tebruiurj,  1857,  ihe  territorial  legislatare 
IkMd  m  law  for  the  election  of  a  convention 
l^^lbnn  a  ccuastitntion  for  Kansas,  as  a  state, 
a  view  to  apply  to  Congress  for  admis- 
This  was  aone  without  any  act  of  Con- 
fer that  purpose,  Congress  having  re- 
Ldj  refosed  to  pass  such  a  law,  thoagh 
nmended  by  toe  President ;  and  the  pro- 
log was  therefore,  though  not  unlawfal, 
t  no  way  aathoritatiTO,  and  its  resalt  entitled 
rthe  oonsideration  of  Congress  only  so  far 
'it  was  sanctioned  by  the  votes  and  ez- 
the  free  will  of  the  people  of  the 
itory,  or  a  majority  thereof,  in  a  full  eleo- 
,  fiurly  conducted.  Such  a  result  could 
be  ascertained  but  by  subjecting  the  con- 
ation to  the  full  and  unconditional  vote  of 
whole  people  for  ratification  or  rejection. 
I  is  more  especially  true  when  conflicting 
lions  on  the  subject  are  well  known  to 
as  was  the  case  with  this  territory.  A 
_  part  of  the  people,  and,  from  what  sub- 
raently  occurred,  it  is  apparent  a  lar^ 
fority  of  the  people,  did  not  participate  in 
I  election  of  these  delegates ;  and  a  sufficient 
m  for  that  course  was  found  in  these  con- 
Jevations: 

'%bIL  The  supervision  and  returns  of  the 
]imtioa  were  in  power  of  men  appointed  by  a 
Mgislature  in  whose  election  a  large  part  of 
people  never  participated,  in  whom,  for 
cause,  and  from  the  manner  in  which 
conducted  elections,  they  had  no  confi- 
ice. 

.  2d.  The  United  States  officers  there,  the  go- 
^WDor  and  secretary,  had  no  control  over 
tdiese  judges  of  the  election. 

3d.  The  territorial  legislature,  in  directing 
the  election  of  delegates  to  the  convention, 
kpd  provided  for  the  taking  of  a  census  for 
the  apportionment  of  delegates,  and  making  a 
voting  list  in  the  several  counties.  This  was, 
bj  accident  or  design,  very  imperfectly  done 
In  ax^  county,  and  in  almost  one-half  of  the 
HOanties,  some  of  which  were  among  the  most 
populous  in  the  territory,  it  was  entirely  ne- 
pectod,  and  therefore  a  large  part  of  the  peo- 
ple were  entirely  prevented  from  actine. 

4tii.  The  people  ^  ere  often,  repeatedly,  and 
4lfieially  assured  by  the  governor  and  secreta- 
ry,  whom  they  regard  as  the  organs  of  the 
general  government,  that  the  constitution, 
^hen  formed,  must  be  and  should  be  sub- 
mitted unconditionally  to  the  whole  actual 
iwdent  people,  for  their  ratification  or  rejec- 
fion.  Under  those  circumstances,  relying  on 
tbese  official  assurances,  they  awaited  quietly 
|hat  day,  and  promised  opportunity  to  exer- 
joiae  their  acknowledged  inalienable  right  to 
TOte  on  their  own  constitution.  The  result 
has  shown  tiiat  this  was  an  unreliable  security, 
fbr  the  constitution,  as  formed  bv  the  con- 
fiention,  was  by  them  never  so  submitted  to 
016  people,  but  in  the  conditional  and  decep- 
llte  manner  hereafter  described.  The  con- 
raiitbn,  so  elected,  met  in  September,  1857, 


«l  Laoomplon,  and  adjourned  until  after  the 
territorial  election  of  a  legislature  in  October. 
1857. 

The  mass  of  the  people  of  that  territory 
have  alwajrs  placed  confidence  in  the  fiddity 
and  integrity  of  the   governors  whom  the 
President  has  appointed,  whenever  the  same 
have  been  long  enough  in  the  territory,  from 
personal  acquaintance  with  ite   people  and 
oondition,  to  become  disabused  of  the  delusion 
in  relation  to  them  which  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained and  cherished  with  so  much  pertinacity 
by  the  dominant  power  in  Washington.   When 
Grovemor  Walker  and  acting  Governor  Stan« 
ton  had  personally  and  clearly  ascertained— 
as  Gbvemor  Reeder  and  Governor  Geary  had 
done  before  them — ^that  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  including  most  of  its  worthy  and  reli* 
able  inhabitanto  of  both  political  parties,  trulT 
regarded  themselves  as  oppressed  and  domi* 
neered  over  by  a  small  and  unscrupulous 
minority,  inaugurated  by  violence  and  perpe* 
tuated  by  fraud,  backed  and  supported  by 
United  States  dragoons,  and  that  this  great 
body  of  the  people  had,  with  long  forbearance, 
waited  for  a  fair  opportunity  peaceably,  at 
the  bailot-boz,  to  manifest  their  opinions  and 
their  strength,  and  reclaim  their  righto,  then 
it  was  that  they  honestly  resolved  to  endeavor 
to  give  to  that  people  such  an  opportunity,  as 
far  as  they  were  able.   They  proceeded  indus- 
triously and  faithfully  to  exhort  the  people  to 
participate  in  the  election  of  a  territorial  legis- 
lature m  October,  1857,  not  under  the  terri- 
torial acts,  but  under  the  laws  of  Congress, 
and  save  the  most  authoritative  assurances  <^ 
fk^edom  and  fairness.     That  people  knew, 
indeed,   that  the  supervision  and  control  of 
the  election  was  in  the  hands  of  officers  never 
appointed  by  them  or  the  governor,  and  not 
under  their  control,  and  that  they  were  subject 
to  being  outvoted  by  voters,  by  such  officers 
admitted  to  vote,  from  Missouri,  or  by  the 
insertion  of  fictitious  votes,  or  by  false  retumf. 
Unwilling,  however,  to  be  longer  taunted  from 
abroad  with  the  charge  of  cowardly  or  factious 
inaction,  and  relying  on  the  assurances  of  the 
governor,  and  their  own  well-known  snperi* 
ority  of  numbers,  they  generally  concluded  to 
proceed  to  the  polls,  and  attempt  once  more 
to  exercise  their  rights  under  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress.   And  what  does  the  result  disclose? 
It  shows  that,  notwithstanding  many  declined 
to  vote,  lest  thereby  they  should  impliedly 
recognise  as  lawful  the  existing  usurpation, 
over  11,000  votes  were  cast,  and  a  free  state 
legislature  elected.    In  the  next  place,  the 
result  showed  that  all  the  apprehensions  of 
that  people  as  to  fraudulent  voting  and  re- 
turns, under  the  auspices  of  these  judges  of 
the  elections,  were  well-founded.   Vt  e  are  well 
inf  irmed  by  Governor  Walker  and  Secretary 
Stanton,  that  votes  to  the  amount  of  1600  in 
one  case,  and  over  1000  in  onother,  came  cer- 
tified ^m  precincts  where,  from  personal  ex- 
amination, they  found  a  limited  population  of 
but  a  few  hundred.    A  large  port  of  these 
votes  were  obviously  fictitious ;  and  thoee 
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toy,  NKYER  TO  RKTURN.  Few  of  the  emigrants 
from  the  Tarious  states,  other  than  those  from 
the  adjacent  state  of  Missouri,  who  alone  had 
easy  and  early  faoilitios  for  making  themselves 
oomfortable,  passed  the  winter  in  Kansas,  and 
many  of  the  settlers  in  Kansas  from  Missouri, 
passed  the  winter  out  of  the  territory.  But 
with  the  spring,  emigrants  and  disturbances 
returned  to  Kansas.  During  the  whole  of  the 
aecond  year  (1855)  it  is  l)elieTed  the  majority 
of  tlie  actual  settlers  in  Kansas  vfere  tmigrards 
Jrom  the  adjoining  state.  But  as  the  mass  of 
the  emigrants  sent  out  to  Kansas  under  the 
inspiration  of  the  abolitionists  were  poorly 
fitted  for  labor  in  unbroken  fields,  and  had  to 
draw  largely  upon  the  aid  of  absent  and 
fanatical  friends  for  support,  and  as  both  the 
supported  and  the  supporters  wore  accustomed 
to  wrangling  and  disputation,  the  territory  was 
quiokly  filled  with  strife.  And  as  local  con- 
tention and  violence  increased,  so  did  the  heat 
and  the  contributions  of  the  remote  supporters, 
until  the  turmoil  in  Kansas  on  one  side  ma- 
tured into  open  defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  the 
territory,  xhe  mere  handful  of  emigrants 
were  ostentatiously  furnished,  even  by  relir 
gious  men,  amid  prayers  and  hymns,  with  de- 
structive weapons,  and  encouraged  to  set  up 
an  independent  government.  This  was  only 
not  put  into  actual  operation,  probably,  but 
for  tne  firmness  of  the  government  officers, 
backed  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
For  near  three  years  these  turbulent  spirits, 
thus  encouraged  by  the  restless  and  fanatical 
elsewhere,  have  kept  the  territory  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  disorder.  They  have  uni- 
formly disregarded  the  laws,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  When  elec- 
tions were  held,  instead  of  peacefully  partici- 
pating in  them,  they  disturbed  and  annoyed 
the  voters  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
ended  in  holding  elections  upon  days,  and  in 
a  manner,  unauthorized  by  law,  and  expressly 
to  contravene  the  law. 

When,  at  last,  to  end,  if  possible,  these  dis- 
orders and  strifes,  the  legislature  made  pn)vi- 
eion  for  a  vote  of  the  people  upon  the  question 
whether  a  state  government  snould  be  formed 
by  the  making  and  adopting  of  a  constitution, 
these  organized  disturbers  ctnuhincd  to  pre- 
pent  a  full  and  fair  vote.  So,  likewise,  when 
the  convention  had  been  ordered  by  a  regular 
rote  of  the  people  to  be  called,  the  armed  mis- 
chief makers  tnrew  every  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  full  registration  of  the  settlers  legally 
entitled  to  vote  for  incmliers  of  the  conven- 
tion; and  then,  when  their  violent,  illegal, 
and  bloody  efibrts  had  been  partially  success- 
ful, they  filled  the  country  with  their  com- 
plaints  tliat  the  registration,  which  tJynj  had 
resisted  with  arms,  had  not  been  full  and  fair  1 
And  as  the  registration  was  not  absolutely  full 
and  complete,  they  wished  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  infer  that  the  election  of 
the  members  of  the  convention  was  neither 
legal  nor  fair  I !  The  people  having,  by  direct 
rote,  ordered  the  calling  of  a  convention  to 
itoo  B  conatiUktionf  the  abolition  agitators 


and  disturbers  refused  to  vote  at  the  election 
of  members  of  said  convention,  and  then,  af- 
ter an  obstinate  refusal,  rused  an  outcry  that 
the  convention  was  unjustly  constituted,  inas- 
much as  they  were  not  represented  therein. 
After  the  formation  of  a  constitution,  they 
cried  out  against  the  constitution  upon  the 
ground  that  they  had  not  been  allowed  to 
vote  for  its  ratification,  though  they  knew  be- 
fore the  election  of  the  convention,  that  the 
convention  had  been  clothed  with  full  author- 
ity to  make  a  constitution ;  they  well  knew 
that  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  convention  had  been  vetoed 
by  the  governor  upon  the  express  ground  that 
it  enabled  the  convention  to  make  a  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  had  been  made  a  law,  after  a 
full  consideration  of  such  veto.  They  knew 
that  the  governor  and  the  officers  of  the  terri- 
tory, in  various  ways,  had  made  great  exer- 
tions to  induce  them  to  go  to  the  polls  like 
honest,  law-abiding  citizens,  and  vote  for  men 
who  would  respect  their  wishes,  and  that  they 
had  refused  to  heed  these  solicitations. 

They  also  knew  that  the  convention  had  not 
only  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  good  citi- 
zens who  had  registered  themselves  as  VQters 
according  to  law,  to  decide  whether  slavery 
should  or  should  not  be  established  in  Kan- 
sas as  a  legal  institution,  but  had  also  allowed 
even  those  bad  men  who  had  disobeyed  the 
laws,  and  who  had  combined  to  prevent  a  full 
registration,  to  vote  with  the  registered  voters 
upon  this  vital  question ;  and  they  also  knew 
that  they  refused  to  vote,  even  uudor  such  cir- 
cumstances, upon  this  proposition  I 

The  convention  was  called  by  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people  in  direct  pursuance  of  law ;  tlie 
people,  in  pursuance  of  law,  subseqnenUj 
elected  a  convention  to  make  a  constitution ; 
and,  in  strict  pursuance  of  all  the  forms  ob- 
served by  such  conventions,  that  convention, 
thus  legally  called  and  thus  legally  elected, 
did  make  a  constitution.  That  constitutiou, 
thus  legally  created,  is,  if  recognised  by  Con- 
gress, the  supreme  law  of  Kansas,  and  can 
only  be  changed  by  the  people  of  Kansas, 
who,  through  their  legal  representatives,  have 
thus  formally  created  it.  No  legislature  of 
Kansas,  after  the  people  had,  in  pursuance 
of  all  the  forms  of  law,  called  and  elected  a 
constitutional  convention  to  make  a  constitu- 
tion, could  legally  interfere  with  it  either  to 
increase  dr  to  lessen  its  powers.  The  conven- 
tion, being  the  direct  official  representatives  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  could  no  more 
be  restricted  in  its  legitimate  action  by  a  legis- 
lature than  could  the  people  themselves  be  re- 
stricted had  they  been  assembled,  in  person, 
in  one  great  muss  meeting,  to  make  a  consti- 
tution for  their  own  govenmient.  Hence  the 
work  of  that  convention  was  final  and  com- 
plete, and  must  so  remain,  in  all  its  parts, 
until  changed  by  the  people  that  called  and 
elected  the  o^mvention  that  made  it.  The  vote 
on  the  single  clause  submitted  on  the  21st  De- 
cember, 1857,  was  a  final  vote ;  the  conven- 
tion itself,   if  re-assembled,  could   neiUMr 
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change  the  constitution  nor  order  a  second 
vote.  The  power  with  which  it  was  intmsted 
by  the  people  is  exhausted.  Its  members  are 
now  onfj  private  citizens,  and,  like  other  pri- 
vate citizens,  must  obey  each  and  every  re- 
quirement of  the  constitution  which  they  se- 
verally helped  to  create.  Far  less  can  a 
thereto  unauthorized  executive,  judiciary,  or 
legislature  change,  alter,  modify,  or  nullify 
the  constitution  made  by  the  people  through 
their  selected  representatives — rcpresentsr 
tives  elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and 
clothed  with  special,  direct,  and  positive  au- 
thority for  that,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Good  citizens,  and  n^prescntatives  of  good 
citizens,  cannot,  consiHtcutly,  do  anything  ex- 

Sresslr  to  upliold  violators  of  law  and  known 
isturbcrs  oi  the  public  peace.  It  is  alike  im- 
politic and  unjust  to  grant  the  turbulent  de- 
mands of  the  disorderlv,  be  they  few  or  ma- 
ny; it  is  wrong  to  aid  tliem  to  overturn  a  con- 
stitution made  by  the  law-abiding  supporters 
of  the  government  and  laws  of  Kanf^as.  The 
more  especially,  when  the  habitual  disturbers 
would  not  have  any  cause  of  complaint  of  any 
kind,  OM  ihet/  themselves  loudly  assert,  if  they 
had  listened  to  the  earnest  counsels  of  the 
President  of  their  country,  and  the  governor 
of  their  territory,  and  exercised  their  right, 
and  honestly  performed  their  duty  by  voting 
upon  either  of  three  occasions — Ist,  when  the 
vote  was  taken  upon  calling  a  convention ; 
2d,  when  the  convention  was  elected ;  3d, 
when  the  question  was  submitted  whether  the 
slavery  clause  should  or  should  not  be  retained 
in  the  constitution.  If  the  abolitionists  were 
in  a  majority,  as  they  so  loudly  boast,  and 
UKmld  not  tote  against  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  Kansas,  but  allowed  those  who 
woald  vote  to  establish  it,  they  have  no  just 
cause  of  complaint.  If  they  wore  in  a  mino- 
rity, as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  they  have 
no  cause  of  complaint ;  fitr  the  majtirity  of  the 
people  voting,  in  aceordiince  with  the  theories 
of  all,  oueht  to  rule.  X^otwithstanding  the 
noisy  and  incenKant  elninis  of  the  abolitionists 
to  l>e  considered  a  majority  of  the  |)eople  of 
Kansas,  the  truth  of  those  claims  remams  to 
be  shown.  Having  boon  abunlantly  supplied 
with  superior  arms,  such  as  Sharpens  rides, 
Colt's  revolvers,  and  bowie  knives,  and  been 
trained  for  two  or  three  yours  to  their  use, 
and  to  move  in  concert  and  in  masses,  the  idle 
and  the  lawless  men  hent  into  Kansas  by  the 
fanatics  of  New  Kngluud  have  bcTx)me  dan- 
gerous and  formidable.  But  tk^ir  numbers 
nave  been,  it  is  believed,  greatly  exaggerated  ; 
their  power  consists  in  their  superior  organi- 
aation  %nd  arm:^,  and  in  their  bemg  supported 
in  idleness.  WJien  called  upon  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  form  a 
oonstitution,  these  mercenaries  of  political 
priests  did  not  venture  to  measure  strength  at 
the  polls  with  the  deuio4;ratic  party  of  Kansas, 
but  allowed  the  election  to  go  by  default. 

So,  again,  when  the  meml^ersof  the  conven- 
liion  were  elected,  the  abolitionists  shrufikjrom 
iJu  couUmL  So,  also,  when  the  question  came  up 


whether  there  should  or  should  not  be  a  claosa 
retained  in  the  constitution  allowing  shtvery 
to  be  established  in  Kansas,  they  agtun  Mhrunk 
Jrom  the  contest^  conscious  of  their  weakness, 
or  from  sinister  political  design.  It  is  possi- 
ble there  may  be  a  maiority  of  the  eitixens  of 
Kansas  from  the  non-slaveholding  states,  hot 
all  of  them  are  not  abolitionists  or  fanatics  oa 
the  slave  question.  Wh^  this  oontinned  ab- 
sence of  the  abolitionists  from  the  polls  if  they 
had  the  real  strength  with  which  to  take  nos* 
session  of  the  legislature,  and  thus  peaoetuUj 
end  all  difficulties  by  having  everytning  their 
"  own  way  ?" 

At  the  late  election  of  state  officers  they  ex- 
erted their  strength  in  union  with  eeriain  fit- 
voring  eUmenUt,  and  so  close  was  the  contest, 
even  when  thus  aided,  that  the  result  is  as  yet 
unknown. 

*  The  only  election  they  ever  carried  was  that 
which  was  held  last  fall,  and  their  success  is 
readily  accounted  for  without  resorting  to  the 
supposition  that  tiie  abolitionists  compose  a 
majority,  or  even  a  fourth,  of  the  voters  of 
Kansas. 

As  to  their  vote  upon  the  eonstitation,  given 
upon  the  4th  of  January  last,  two  weeks  after 
the  day  appointed  by  the  only  competent  au- 
thority to  appoint  a  day,  little  need  be  said, 
for  it  was  utterly  irregular,  and  was  thrown 
upon  a  day  other  than  the  legal  one,  for  the 
purpose  of  casting  contempt  upon  the  go* 
vemment.  Votes  cast  without  lawful  author* 
ity  upon  a  question  decided,  and  with  a  pur- 
pose to  unfavorably  affect  what  is  lawful, 
orderly,  and  right,  are  cntitied  to  no  conside- 
ration at  the  hands  of  those  who  do  not  claim 
to  favor  lawlessness  and  anarchy. 

That  men  who  habitually  set  all  law  at  do* 
fiance,  and  who  consider  all  restraint  upon 
their  wishes  as  tyranny,  should  report  that 
they  have  cast  ten  Uiousand  votes  against  a  con- 
stitution, when,  upon  the  same  day,  and  at  the 
same  places,  they  were  able  to  rally  in  favor 
of  their  candidates  for  office  not  so  many  voters 
by  three  or  four  thousand,  will  surprise  no 
one,  and  influence  no  one.  As  good  citizens, 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  voted  on  the  lawful 
election  day ;  as  turbulent  persons,  they  chose 
to  vote  two  weeks  afterwards ;  hence,  had  they 
numbered  millions,  their  numbers  would  not 
conceal  nor  palliate,  far  less  justify,  their  open 
disregard  and  contempt  of  law. 

Some  consider  the  submission  of  a  oonstitur 
tion  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification  as 
necessary  to  its  validity.  In  this  opinion  the 
C4>mmittee  do  not  concur.  The  people  may 
assemble,  as  in  ancient  days,  in  mass  meet- 
ing, and  make  a  constitution ;  they  may  elect 
representatives  to  make  one  for  them ;  or  they 
may  elect  representatives  to  draft  one  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  approval  or  rejection.  The 
last  method  is  most  approved  of  during  the 
past  few  years,  though  formerly  the  second 
method  was  very  generally  resorted  to. 

The  calling  of  £e  constitutional  convention 
of  Kansas  is  generally  conceded  to  have  be^ 
strictly  legal.    The  election  of  Us  members  is 
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■1m  ■dmittod  to  bmTe  boen  legs!.  la  it  not 
IohcbI  to  infor  that  R  aoDTSntion  lagallj 
called,  legallj  elected,  and  clothed  vith  an- 
tboritj  to  make  a  conatitation,  can  no  more 
Iw  interfered  with  bj  goremor,  jud^s,  or  le- 
^lator,  either  to  increBse  or  io  diminiah  iu 
poweia,  or  to  alter,  modifj,  or  nullif;  its  aote, 
than  the  people  could  be  interiered  with  had 
thej  Bseembled  tn  matie,  instead  of  bj  repre- 
aentativeiit  The  legislature  of  a  Btate  ma; 
not  altei  or  annul  the  constitution  thereof 
unleaa  tJiereto  Bpeeiall;  authorited  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

Ko  election  of  ofScers  under  a  conatitution, 
no  vote  on  the  adoption  of  a  oonatitatioD,  held 
on  a  daj  prior,  or  on  a  daj  auhsequent,  to  the 
da;  fixed  bjr  the  lawfully  constituted  author- 
itiea,  ia  coDBidered  vjlid  in  an;  state,  or  in  anj 
tarritorj,  or  in  anj  eity,  oountj,  or  town  iu  the 
United  ^tee,  no  matter  how  few  or  how  manji 
peraona  may  engage  in  the  lawless  nrocced- 
ing.     No  man  can  be  chosen  presiaent,  or 

Kvemor,  or  major,  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
t  upon  the  days  appointed  by  law ;  and,  ex- 
cept h;  lawless  and  snanieless  desperadoes  in 
Kansas,  nowhere  in  the  United  States  has  this 
doctrine  been  praeticaUy  controverted.  If  the 
monstrous  practices  of  the  bold,  bad  men  oF 
Kansas,  now  an  exception,  art  to  bt  erected 
into  a  rule,  how  long  will  it  be  ere  some  auda- 
cious sectional  faction  will  find  a  pretence  for 
holdint;  a  presidential  election  on  a  day  other 
than  that  appointed  by  the  lawf  And  wlien 
cleotiOQB  are  held  without  law  br  factiunists, 
and  on  a  day  subsequent  to  the  day  appointed 
by  law,  their  candidates  will  always  huve  must 
rotes ;  the  legal  candidates  will  by  them  be 
pronounced  the  "  minority  caudidatex,"  and 
the  irregular  and  illegal  one^  will  be  called 
the  "minority  candidates. "  Then  will  follow 
Btrife,  bloodsned.  and  civil  war.  Rigkti,  it 
mnat  ever  be  homo  in  mind,  can  be  beat  and 
must  surely  npheld  by  strict  adherence  to  law ; 
ontragea  and  crimes  arc  ea»ie<(t  ooiiiiuitted  and 
beat  protected  in  themidatuf  civil  commotion. 
There  is  no  real  and  true  safety  to  our  liljer- 
ties  and  institutions  but  in  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  our  constitutions 
and  laws ;  and  there  is  no  danger  to  our  peace 
and  our  ITnlon  that  we  cunnnt  easily  escape 
if  we  will  conscicntluuxly  adhere  tii  ttiein. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  lo^isilature,  other  than 
that  of  Kansas,  which  hiid  the  presumption  to 
appoint  a  day,  open  polls,  and  request  the 
people  to  vote  for  or  against  a  coiisututinn 
which  had  been  Anally  adojited  by  the  people 
two  weeks  before,  and  which  nolxidy  cuulJ 
change  but  the  people,  and  they  i>nly  by  a  for- 
mal action  to  that  direct  end  ?  The  action  on 
the  constitution  on  the  21st  Doccuiher,  IttST, 
was  final  action,  and  that  instrument  was,  on 
that  day,  a  completed  one ;  it  can  be  chanj^l. 


formally  and  lawfully  uliangwl,  it  is  valid  ; 
and  its  turbulent  oppunentii  will  find  that  (lie 
validitT  of  that  fuiidnmoutul  law  cannot  b« 
affeuted  by  a  town  niwiing  harangue,  or  by  au 


[imgnlar  TOt«  ordered  bj  m  laafa  bcdf  c( 
heated  partisans. 

Many  generooa  persona  who  are  quits  indis- 
'  posed  to  oounteuance  the  violence  and  contu- 
macy of  the  aboliUonista  sent  into  Kansas  fur 
the  purpoae  of  excluding  therefVvm  all  property 
not  pleasing  to  them  and  their  abettors,  nrge 
that  toneOung  mieht  bedone  to  Zwam  tbe  luuS- 
ships  that  will  fall  upon  them  iu  the  event  of 
the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Cnion  with 
the  oonstitution  made  at  Lecompton  ;  that, 
although  it  is  true  the  abolitionista  violently  op- 
pose regiatration,  would  not  vote  at  daolioDi. 
held  sham  elections  on  days  subaequenttotboie 
appointed  by  law,  and  oven  refaied  to  vote 
against  the  establishment  of  slavery  at  a  time 
when  they  professed  to  believe  their  doing  io 
would  have  excluded  it,  and  thus  have  pcaoe- 
fulty  settled  the  queoCiun  to  their  own  ^^»- 
faction,  yet thev  consider  it  would  be  tooaevece 
to  compel  such  contumociuus  utiiena,  even 
though  it  is  their  own  fault,  to  live  under  a 
constitution  which,  however  grievous  ite  pio- 
visions  may  prove  to  be,  they  cannot  ehBagt, 
uiilhout  retorting  to  revoluiiorL  until  the  jear 
1864. 

To  such,  without  resorting  to  the  r«>d* 
answer  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  modily 
or  alter  a  state  constitution,  and  hat  exprasaly 
stipulated  that  the  people  of  Kansas  Aafl  be 
permiUed  loform  Oitir  men  inetitfttioai,  aul^ect 
ONLY  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
two  replies  may  be  given.  Tha  firat  one  is 
this :  The  clause  complained  of  in  the  Lecooip- 


ords: 


iPflllDtluD.  thrjr  ibill 


madn  tu  aStml  Ibtf  rl^blh  of  pnpvrlj  la  Uu  dwnvr. 


by  them  and  their  friends  only  Jor  popiikir 
(ffecl,  is  proved  bv  the  overwlielming  (act  that 


— — -  dp™  itm  jnumilii  alii  tlw 

■1  ■iHl  luyii  •iHl  tbv  jrFniHT  of  StaW  ibill  (BM  A* 

ii>t]'lnib>-<I>l>' whrra  ■  nrmqwivr  b>  |>uUuihi»),  (nr  nt 
•I  III  nontliii  prvrnllHic  th<'  iwit  •Ivrll'm  tt  unutniv  iinl 
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[  Mb  VMNrthf  prior  t»  tbe  Mst  fHMnd  etoetloii.  at  whieli 
ihrtfcm  Mich  iffopond  am«iidmenta  nhall  be  siibinltted  to  the 
pM^  for  their  Approral  or  r^ecUon.  and  if  the  mnjority 
it  the  eleetora  Toting  at  inch  election  shall  adopt  turh 
aoMMlmuttiy  the  aama  ahall  beoome  a  part  of  the  conatita- 
tfam. 

**  80c.  8.  When  more  than  one  amendment  Ir  nubmftted 
It  tba  mnt  tlmoi  they  shall  be  m  submitted  as  to  enable 
tha  •lectors  to  TOte  upon  each  amendment  neparatcl j. 

*  Sac  4  No  eonrentlon  for  the  fiinnatlnn  of  a  new  onnsU- 
tatlOB  slutll  ha  called,  and  no  amendment  bo  the  cnnstitu- 
ttoa  ahall  be,  bj  the  General  AsuemMy.  made  before  the  year 
1566,  nor  more  than  once  in  fire  years  thereafter.** 

The  seooind  reply  is  this  :  Suppose  the  griev- 
ance real,  and  that  it  oug?U  to  be  redressed,  it 
is  nnnecessarj  for  Congress  to  unlawfully  in- 
terfere for  that  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  Le- 
OomploB  ooDTention  has  provided  a  full,  lawful, 
and  perfect  remedy  for  every  conceivable  griev- 
ance, and  placed  that  remedy  in  the  unrestrict- 
ed hands  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  by  in- 
serting in  the  Constitution  of  Kansas  the  fol- 
lo^ng  distinct  and  unequivocal  recognition 
of  power,  Tiz : 

"  in  poHtteal  power  Ik  Inherent  in  th(>  people,  and  all  tree 
ts  are  Ibnndfd  on  their  antbority,  and  instituted 


>r  their  benefit,  and  therefore  they  have  at  all  times  an  in 
alienable  and  Indefeasible  right  to  alter,  reform,  or  aboliith 
thair  form  of  government  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper.** 

The  abolitionists  of  Kansas  have  thus  far 
sought  power  by  methods  unknown  to  the  law 
and  by  violence,  and  not  through  the  peaceful 
agency  of  the  ballot-box.  Claiming  to  have  a 
majority  of  the  voters  of  the  territory,  and 
therefore  able  to  elect  legislatures  and  conven- 
tions, they  yet  ask  Congress  to  wrrmgfully  do 
for  them  what  they  may,  at  legal  times  and 
legal  places,  rightfully  do  for  themselves,  that 
is,  change  or  abolish  their  constitution.  And 
in  case  Congress  refuse  to  comply  with  tbeir 
anconstitutional  demand,  they  threaten  to 
afflict  the  country  with  an  attempt  at  blood- 
shed and  revolution.  Unless  Congress  will  do 
lor  them  what  they  assert  they  are  numerous 
enough  to  do  for  themselves,  but  which  they 
wilfnlly  refuse  to  do,  they  threaten  to  plunge 
the  country  into  civil  war.  This  conduct  is  so 
exceedingly  unrcn'^onable  as  to  force  the  con- 
viction upon  the  mind  tliat  thoy  are  conscious 
of  being  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  only  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  compass  their  unwarrantable 
ends  by  extoritng  them,  from  the  general  love 
of  peace  and  quiet.  If  your  committee  are  not 
ereatly  mistaken,  those  reckless  men  misjudge 
the  American  people,  and  will  be  required  to 
seek  peaceful  methods  for  the  redress  of  all 
their  grievances,  whether  they  be  real  or  ima- 
ginary. 

The  committee  do  nf)t  approve  the  ordinance 
accompanying  the  constitution ;  and  report 
against  its  allowance  ;  but  they  do  not  regard 
it  ae  any  part  of  the  constitution,  nor  will  its 
approval  or  disapproval  by  Congress  affect  the 
Talidity  of  that  constituticm  if  the  state  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  recommended. 

In  conclusion,  Ihis  committee  is  of  opinion 
that  when  a  constitution  of  a  newly  formed 
state,  created  out  of  our  own  territory,  is  pre- 
sented to  Congress  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  or  privilege 
of  Congress  either  to  approct  or  disapprove  the 


oonstitotion  itielf,  and  its  Tarioas  proTisioos, 
or  any  of  them^  but  simply  to  see  whether  it  bs 
the  legal  constitution  of  the  new  state ;  whe- 
ther it  be  republican  in  form;  whether  the 
boundaries  proposed  be  admissible ;  and  whe- 
ther the  number  of  inhabitants  be  enfficient  tc 
justify  independent  state  organization. 

Believing  that  the  paper  presented  is  the 
legal  Constitution  of  Kansas,  that  it  is  repaV- 
lican  in  its  form,  that  the  boundaries  proposed 
by  it  are  admissible,  and  conceding  the  saffi* 
oiency  of  the  population,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
upon  the  constitution  presented,  and  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Collamer,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, submitted  the  following  as  the  Tiews 
of  the  minority  on  the  constitution  of  Kansas, 
adopted  by  the  convention  which  met  at  La- 
compton  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  September, 
1857  : 

Congress  has  passed  laws  in  relation  to 
slavery  in  the  territories  at  all  periods  of  its 
existence.  When  the  territory  was  held  by 
grant  or  treaty  that  in  no  way  affected  slavery, 
and  where  such  an  institution  existed,  if  at 
all,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  there  Congress 
entirely  prohibited  it.  If  slavery  existed, 
and  especially  if  the  territory  was  nolden  by 
a  title  or  treaty  which  forbade  abolition,  there 
slavery  was  suffered  to  continue;  but  even 
there  Congress  often  adopted  measures  to  pre- 
vent or  check  further  adaitions,  and  often,  and 
before  1820,  the  taking  of  slaves  into  a  terri- 
tory for  sale  was  forbidden. 

It  is  most  observable,  however,  that  in  no 
case  was  the  condition  of  a  territory,  as  to 
slavery,  ever  left  to  be  a  matter  of  contention 
to  the  people  therein.    It  was  regarded  as  a 
question  of  too  much   interest  to  the  whole 
country  to  be  left  to  local  legislation.    At  no 
period  in  our  history  has  it  ever,  by  any  par- 
ty, been  insisted  that  the  people  were  not  %X 
liberty  to  arrange  this  matter,  like  all  others, 
in  their  own  way,  in  the  formation  or  altera- 
ation  of  their  state  constitution.     In   all  the 
territories  north  of  the  Ohio  slavery  was  ut- 
terly forbidden  by  Congress  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  were  formed,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
ordinance  of  17H7.     In  Mississippi,   in   1798, 
Congress  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves, 
which  they  could  not  do  in  the  states  until 
1808.     This  was  direct  intervention.   In  1804, 
in  Orleans    territory   (Louisiana,)   Congress 
adopted  three  express  provisions  on  slavery. 
Slaves  were  forbidden  to  l>e  brought  in,  ex- 
cept with  the  owner's  family,  to  settle.     They 
were  not  to  be  imported  from  beyond  the 
United  States ;  none  were  to  be  taken  there, 
in  any  manner,  if  imported  after   1798.     For 
breach  of  either  of  these  provisions  the  slaves 
were  declared  free.    This  was  plenary  inter- 
vention. 

In  1820  was  passed  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, by  which  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a 
slave  state,  and  all  slavery  was  forever  forbidr 
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den  north  of  36®  30^  in  the  country  ceded  to 
VLB  by  Fiance.  This  was  done  by  the  south- 
em  vote  by  a  large  majority,  with  a  small 
minority  of  the  north,  and  so  a  southern 
measure.  This  settled  the  condition  of  all  the 
territory  we  then  owned,  and  was  the  bond  of 
peace  on  the  subject  fur  more  than  one-third 
of  a  century.  W  hen  Texas  was  acquired,  the 
same  position,  by  a  line  on  3G°  3(Ky  was  made 
forpeace. 

When,  by  arrangement  with  Great  Britain, 
we  obtained  the  exclusive  right  to  Oregon,  it 
was  formed  into  a  territory,  and  slavery  ut- 
terly prohibited.  After  our  acquisition  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  difficulty  and 
trouble  on  this  subject  was  renewed.  In  1850, 
this  was  arranged  by  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia as  a  free  state,  and  forming  New  Mexico 
and  Utah  into  territories,  with  the  right,  when 
forming  state  constitutions,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  be  admitted  either  with  or  without 
slavery,  as  sucli  constitution  should  provide. 
This  was  al80  a  southern  measure ;  and  it, 
together  with  the  former  measures  then  in 
force,  again  settled  the  condition  of  all  our  ter- 
ritory as  to  slavery.  It  was  claimed  and  sus- 
tain^ v^'V^ finality  of  this  subject. 

In  1854  a  measure  was  adopted,  at  the  claim 
of  the  slaveholding  states,  by  which,  in  effect, 
both  and  all  the  settlements  were  broken  up, 
and  the  whole  policy  of  the  government  on 
this  subject  changed.  The  country  south  of 
36®  30^ — Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Floridsr— obtained  from  Spain,  had  been  made 
into  slave  states :  but  the  country  north  of 
that  line  was  mostly  unsettled,  Iowa  only 
having  been  formed  therefrom.  The  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  was  passed,  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line  declared  inoperative,  and  the 
subject  of  slavery  was  profoasodly  turned  over 
to  the  people  who  should  ^o  and  inhabit  that 
country.  This  was  an  invitation  to  all  men 
to  enter  this  field  of  competition  for  free  or 
slave  institutions  ;  and  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  the  friends  and  promoters  of  those  two 
systems  would  make  vigorous  exertions  in  the 
struggle,  and  that  settlement,  by  friends  of 
each,  would  be  highly  stimulated  by  all  lawful 
means.  Ilcuce  associations  and  societies  have 
been  put  in  operation,  both  north  and  south, 
to  promote  such  settlement  by  their  respective 
friends.  This  was  however,  neither  unlawful 
nor  censurable.  That  provision  of  the  Kansas 
act  is  as  follows : 

"The  elfchth  flection  of  tfiw  act  pivpamtnry  to  the  admii*- 
■ioo  of  Miwouri  into  the  Uuidu  (wbirh  boiug  luconbiAtent 
with  the  princfpU  of  non-inUTwntion  hy  Con^ivsi  witli 
■lATery  in  the  stateR  and  tcrril(>rio«,  m  r(>quircd  by  the  loicift- 
lAtk>Q  of  1850,  couiuonly  calli>d  the  roiniiroinlse  mcaaurH) 
i*  hereby  duclaroi  inupcratiw  and  Toid.  it  being  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  r«lavt;ry  into 
Raid  torritoi-y.  or  to  exchide  it  thcrefnim,  bat  to  leave  the 
people  thenntf  pt-rfuctly  (tw  to  fi>rm  and  regulate  their 
aumestlf  inittitutiouR  in  tlieir  own  way,  iiubje<'t  ^ly  t4)  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stat«>R:  Itocid^L  That  nothing 
herein  oc*ntaiue<l  Rball  lie  couHtrued  to  reyive  or  put  In 
force  any  law  or  regulation  uhicli  may  have  uxiHted  {irior  to 
the  art  of  Man-h  ^  lS2l),  either  iirutccling,  e»tablii>hiug, 
prohibiting,  or  abolishing  slavery.*' 

Without  now  inquirin;r  into  the  pro])ri<^ty, 
expediency,  or  mortll  justice  of  this  law,  clear 


it  18  that  it  contains  the  plighted  irablio  faitb 
of  this  nation  that  the  people  of  Kansas  shall 
have  the  right  of  self-government  consistent 
with  the  Constitution. 

Plighted  public  faith  and  just  laws,  hnw 
ever,  secure  no  rights  to  men.  These  are 
found  only  in  the  just  and  fair  execnlion  of 
such  laws ;  and  we  will  now  briefly  inqaire 
how  that  has  been  done  in  relation  to  that 
people.  Have  they  been  permitted  to  exercise 
their  promised  freedom,  even  in  the  initiation 
of  the  government  provided  for  them  ? 

The  governor  of  Kansas  having,  in  pursn- 
ance  of  law,  divided  the  territory  into  die- 
tricts,  and  procured  a  census  thereof,  issued 
his  proclamation  for  the  election  of  a  legisla- 
tive asfctembly  therein,  to  take  place  on  theSOlh 
day  of  March,  1855,  and  directed  how  the 
same  should  be  conducted,  and  the  returns 
made  to  him,  agreeably  to  the  law  establish- 
ing said  territory.  On  the  day  of  election, 
large  bodies  of  armed  men  from  the  state  of 
Missouri  appeared  at  the  polls  in  most  of  the 
districts,  and,  by  most  violent  and  tumnltnons 
carriage  and  demeanor,  overawed  the  defence- 
less inhabitants,  and  by  their  own  votes  elect** 
ed  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  said  assembly.  On  the  returns  of 
said  election  being  made  to  the  governor,  pro- 
tests and  objections  were  made  to  him  in  rela- 
tion to  a  part  of  said  districts ;  and  as  to  them, 
be  set  aside  such,  and  such  only,  as  by  the 
returns  appeared  to  be  bad.  In  relation  to 
others,  covering,  in  all,  a  majority  of  the  two 
houses,  equally  vicious,  in  fact,  but  aj)parently 
good  by  a  formal  returns,  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  b<»rue  down  by  said  violence  and  intimi- 
dation, scattered  and  discouraged,  and  lalx^r- 
ing  under  apprehensions  of  personal  violence, 
refrained  and  desisted  from  presenting   any 

{)rote8t  to  the  governor  in  relation  thereto,  and 
le,  then  uninformed  in  relation  thereto, 
issued  certificates  to  the  members  who  h\y 
pcared  by  said  formal  returns  to  have  been 
elected. 

In  relation  to  those  districts  which  the  gov- 
ernor so  sot  aside,  orders  were  by  him  issued 
for  new  elections.  In  one  of  these  districts 
the  same  proceedings  were  repeated  by  men 
from  Missouri,  and  in  others  not,  and  certifi- 
cates were  issued  to  the  persons  elected. 

This  legislative  assembly,  so  elected,  assem- 
bled at  Pawnee  on  the  2d  day  of  July.  1855, 
that  being  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
meeting,  as  fixed  by  the  governor,  by  author- 
ity of  law.  On  assembling,  the  houses  pro- 
ceeded to  set  aside  and  reject  those  members 
so  elected  on  said  second  eknrtion,  except  in 
the  district  where  the  men  from  Missouri  had, 
at  said  election,  chosen  the  same  persons 
they  had  elected  at  the  said  first  election,  and 
they  admitted  all  of  the  said  fit :»t-elocted  mem- 
bers. 

A  legislative  assembly,  so  created  bv  mili- 
tary force,  by  a  foreign  invasion,  in  violation 
of  the  organic  law,  was  but  a  usurpation  No 
act  of  its  own,  no  act  or  neglect  of  the  g«»ver- 
nor,  could  legalize  or  sanctify  it.      Its  ottii 
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daeiik>D8  m  to  its  own  legality  are,  like  its 
laws,  but  the  fraits  of  its  own  usurpation, which 
no  goTemor  could  legitimate. 

That  territorial  legislature  passed  the  fol- 
lowing law : 

**  Sec  11.  If  any  perwm  print,  write,  introdnoe  into,  pnb- 
Hah,  or  drcolate,  or  cause  to  be  brought  into,  printed, 
Witttra,  poblifihed,  or  circulated,  or  diall  knowingly  aid  or 
■wrtrt  in  bringing  into,  printing,  publishing,  or  circulating, 
wttbtn  thia  territory,  any  biok,  paper,  pamphlet,  magaaine, 
hftiid*blU,  or  circular,  containing  any  statemimts,  arguments, 
opiiaiona,  nentiments,  doctrines,  advice,  or  innuendo,  calcu- 
liUed  to  promote  a  di«orderly,  dangerous,  or  rebellious  die* 
affection  among  ttie  slaves  in  this  territory,  or  to  induce  such 
davaa  to  ewape  from  tlie  surviee  of  tbeir  masters  or  to  resist 
their  authority,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  be 
pttnithed  by  imprisonment  and  hard  labor  for  a  term  not 
Ufli  than  five  years. 

**  Sec  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  opeaking  or  by  writing, 
aaert  or  maintain  that  pcrwu^  havo  not  the  right  to  hold 
ilavea  in  thif  territitry,  or  vball  introduce  into  this  territory, 

{trial,  publish,  write,  circulate,  or  cause  to  be  Introduced 
nto  this  territory,  written,  printed,  published,  or  circulated, 
in  this  territory,  any  book,  paper,  magaxine,  pamphlet,  or 
efatralar,  eontaining  any  denial  of  the  right  of  persons  to 
huhl  sJaves  iu  this  territory,  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guQty  of  felony,  and  punished  by  impriMnment  at  hard 
labor  ftnr  a  term  of  not  leas  than  two  years." 

And  further  providing,  that  no  person, 
**  conscientiously  opposed  to  holding  slaves," 
shall  sit  as  a  juror  in  the  trial  of  any  cause 
founded  on  a  breach  of  the  foregoing  law. 
They  further  provided,  that  all  officers  and  at- 
torneys shoula  be  sworn  not  only  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  also  to 
support  and  sustain  the  organic  law  of  the  terri- 
tory and  the  fugitive  slave  laws  ;  and  that  any 
person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  presumed  to  be 
entitled  to  vote  until  the  contrary  is  shown  ; 
and  if  any  one,  when  required,  shall  refuse  to 
take  oath  t6  sustain  the  fugitive  slave  laws, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote.  Although 
they  passed  a  law  that  none  but  an  inhabi- 
tant, who  had  paid  a  tax,  should  vote,  yet  they 
required  no  tim^  of  residence  necessary,  and 
provided  for  the  immediate  payment  of  a  poll- 
tax  ;  so  providing,  in  effect,  that  on  the  eve  of 
an  election  the  people  of  a  neighboring  stato 
could  come  in,  in  unlimited  numbers,  and,  by 
taking  up  a  residence  of  a  day  or  an  hour,  pay  a 
poll-tax^  and  tlius  become  legal  voters,  and  then, 
afler  voting,  return  to  their  own  state.  They 
thus,  in  practical  effect,  provided  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  control  elections  at  their 
pleasure,  and  permitted  such  only  of  the  real 
inhabitants  ot  the  territory  to  veto  as  are 
friendly  to  the  holding  of  slaves. 

They  permitted  no  election  of  any  of  the  offi- 
cers in  tne  territory  to  be  made  by  the  people 
thereof,  but  created  the  offices  and  filled  them, 
or  appointed  officers  to  fill  them  for  long  pe- 
riods, and  provided  that  the  next  annual  elec- 
tion shoulu  be  holden  in  October,  1856,  and 
the  Assembly  to  meet  in  January,  1857;  so 
that  none  of  these  laws  could  be  changed 
until  the  lower  ilouse  might  be  changed,  in 
1856;  but  tlie  Council,  which  is  elected  for 
two  ycar8,  could  not  be  changed  so  as  to  allow 
a  change  of  the  laws  or  officers  until  the  ses- 
sion of  1858,  however  much  the  inhabitants 
(if  the  territory  might  desire  it. 

These  laws,  made  by  an  Assembly  created 
by  %  foreign  force,  are  but  a  manifestation  of 


iho  spirit  of  oppression  which  was  the  parent 
of  the  whole  transaction. 

They  were  obviously  made  to  oppress  and 
drive  out  all  who  were  inclined  to  tne  exclo^ 
sion  of  slavery ;  and  if  they  remained,  to  silence 
them  on  this  subject,  and  subject  them  to  the 
will  and  control  of  the  people  of  Missouri. 
These  are  the  laws  which  the  President  says 
must  be  enforced  by  the  army  and  whole  power 
of  this  nation. 

The  people  of  Kansas,  thus  invaded,  sub- 
daed,  oppressed,  and  insulted,  seeing  their 
territorial  government  (such  only   in    form) 

Serverted  into  an  engine  to  crush  them  in  the 
ust,  and  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  professed 
object  of  their  organic  law,  b^  depriving  them 
of  the  *^  perfect  freedom"  therein  provid^ ;  and 
finding  no  ground  to  hope  for  rights  in  that 
organization,  they  proceeded,  under  the  guar- 
antee of  the  United  States  Constitution,  *'  peace- 
ably to  assemble  to  petition  the  government 
for  the  redress  of  (their)  grievances."  ^  They 
saw  no  earthly  source  of  relief  but  in  the 
formation  of  a  state  government  by  the  peo- 

Ele,  and  the  acceptance  and  ratification  thereof 
y  Congress. 

It  is  true  that,  in  several  instances  in  our 
political  history,  the  people  of  a  territory  have 
been  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  form 
a  state  constitution,  and,  after  so  doing,  were 
admitted  by  Congress.  It  is  quite  obviooa 
that  no  such  authority  could  be  given  by  the 
act  of  the  territorial  government.  ^Aa<  clear- 
ly has  no  power  to  create  another  government 
paramount  to  itself.  It  is  equally  true  that,  in 
numerous  instances  in  our  history,  the  people 
of  a  territory  have,  without  any  previous  act 
of  Congress,  proceeded  to  call  a  convention 
of  the  people  by  their  delegates ;  have  formed 
a  state  constitution,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  people,  and  a  state  legislature  assem- 
bled under  it,  and  chosen  Senators  to  Congress, 
and  then  have  presented  said  constitution  to 
Congress,  who  has  approved  the  same,  and  re- 
ceived the  Senators  and  members  of  Congress 
who  were  chosen  under  it  before  Congress  had 
approved  the  same.  Such  was  the  case  of 
Tennessee ;  such  was  the  case  of  Michigan, 
where  the  people  not  only  formed  a  state  eon* 
stitution  without  an  act  of  Congress,  and  with- 
out any  act  of  the  territorial  government,  but 
they  also  put  the  state  government  into  full 
operation,  and  superseded  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  it  was  approved  by  Congress  by 
receiving  it  as  a  state. 

This  was  then  sustained  in  the  Senate  by 
the  present  President  Buchanan,  who  there 
declared  that  any  act  of  the  territorial  legis- 
lature for  the  calling  a  convention  to  form  % 
constitution,  would  be  an  act  of  usurpation. 

The  people  of  Florida  formed  their  oonsd- 
tution,  without  any  act  of  Congresh  therefor,  six 
years  before  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union. 
When  the  people  of  Arkansas  were  about  form- 
ing a  state  constitution  without  a  previooe 
act  of  Congress,  in  1835,  the  territorial  fffxw^ 
ernor  applied  to  the  President  on  the  subjeot^ 
who  reterred  the  matter  to  the  Attomey-Genp 
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exml,  and  hU  opinion,  as  then  exproased  and 
publiBhed,  cuntaiucd  tho  following : 

**It  b  not  In  the  power  of  thn  General  A^wmbly  of 
ArkADKM  to  para  any  law  fbr  the  purpose  of  electing  inem- 
ten  to  a  twuvoaiiun  lo  turui  u  eoiutiiution  andutato  goTem- 
ment,  nor  to  do  any  other  act,  directly  or  Indirectly,  to 
enate  Kurh  p)v«mnient.  KTury  such  law,  even  thouRh  It 
were  approved  by  tho  governor  of  thu  territ«>ry,  would  be 
null  and  Told:  if  pM-iMl  by  them.  notwlUi^taudinii;  hia 
ntto,  l^  a  Toto  of  two-thirdM  of  each  branch,  it  would  still 
hi  equully  Tuid." 

lie  further  decided  that  it  was  not  rebellious 
or  insurreotiouary,  or  even  unlawful,  for  the 
people  peaceably  to  proceed,  even  without  an 
act  of  Congress,  in  forming  a  constitution,  and 
that  tlie  so  forming  a  state  constitution,  and 
so  far  organizing  under  the  same  as  to  choose 
the  officers  necessary  for  its  representation  in 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  present  the  same  to 
Congress  for  admission,  was  a  power  which 
fell  clearly  within  the  right  of  the  people  to 
assemble  and  petition  for  redress.  The  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  proceeded  without  an  act  of 
Uongress,  and  were  received  into  the  Union 
accordingly.  If  any  richts  were  derived  to 
the  people  of  Arkansas  mm  Uio  terms  of  the 
French  treaty  of  cession,  they  equally  extended 
to  the  people  of  Kansas,  it  being  a  part  of  the 
same  cession. 

In  this  view  of  tlic  subject,  the  people  as- 
sembled at  Topeka,  in  said  territory,  by  dele- 
gates chosen  in  the  several  counties,  in  public 
meetings  assembled  for  that  purpose,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1855,  who  formed  a  constitution  which 
was  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection,  and  which  was  duly  ratified 
by  a  large  majority  of  all  who  tliought  proper 
to  vote,  being,  as  we  believe,  a  majority  of  all 
the  voters  then  in  the  territory. 

Under  that  constitution  an  election  of  a 
governor  and  legislature  was  made,  and  offi- 
cers appointed,  and  au  organization  made,  for 
the  purpose  of  potitiouing  Congroijs  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Union  ;  and  a  memorial  was  made 
and  presented  to  Congress,  with  said  consti- 
tution, for  that  purpose. 

That  memorial  or  petition  for  the  admission 
of  Kansas  as  a  state,  under  the  Topeka  con- 
stitution, formed  as  before  stated,  and  so  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  thouj^h  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate.  The  investigation,  the  evidence,  and 
the  facts,  as  to  tiie  invasion  and  subjuga- 
tion of  Kansas  at  the  March  election  of  1855, 
as  preHonte<i  by  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  appointed  for  such  investi- 
gations, fully  disclosi;s  its  enormity  and  out- 
rage, as  before  .sUited,  and  shows  that  the  in- 
vasion extended  to  every  election  district  but 
one,  yet  the  Senate  entirely  refrained  from 
iuvesiigiition,  and  all  redress  for  that  people 
failed. 

No  provision  was  made  to  correct  the  wrong, 
and  they  were  left  to  huiliir  under  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  tyrannical  laws  and  usurped  power 
of  the  unscrupulous  minority  which  force  and 
fraud  had  there  installed  iii  offi<;ial  position, 
with  tho  ]>ower  and  army  of  the  United  States 
pledjced  to  sustain  them.    Thus  ended  the  ses- 


sion of  Congrem  in  the  summer  of  1856.  In 
that  summer  this  usurped  power  in  Kansas 
was  exercised  over  tlie  people  there  in  the 
same  spirit  in  which  it  originated,  and,  as 
manifested  in  the  laws  before  mentioned,  to 
drive  the  Free  State  people  from  the  territory, 
and  prevent  their  emigration  thereto.  Aided 
by  the  people  in  Missouri,  who  had  first  subju- 
gated tne  territory,  and  by  others  like  minded, 
under  pretended  color  of  the  laws  so  made, 
freedom  of  speech  was  crushed,  printing  presses 
were  destroyed,  and  pillage,  conflagation,  and 
murder,  spread  over  the  land.  Every  attempt 
at  solf-detcnce  by  the  Free  State  pe«iple  was 
pronounced  "  co/u/iruclice  treason,  and  large 
numbers  were  long  imprisoned  and  guarded 
by  United  States  troops  therefor. 

Many  of  tho  people  wore  compelled  to  flee, 
and  the  Missouri  river,  tho  usual  means  of 
access  to  the  territory,  was  blockaded,  and 
emigrants  prevented  from  proceeding.  Thus 
closed  the  gloomy  autumn  ot  1856,  and  during 
the  succeeding  winter  a  large  part  of  the  peo- 
ple were  dependant  for  their  necessary  supplies 
on  tho  charitable  contributions  of  the  people 
of  distant  states.  In  October,  1856,  a  terri- 
torial election  for  members  of  its  Ilouse  of 
Representatives  occurred;  but  persecuted,  scat- 
tered, and  imprisoned,  and  the  oppression  of 
the  tyrannical  statutes  of  test  oaths  and  gag 
laws  continuing,  entirely  deprived  the  Free 
State  people  from  any  participation  therein, 
and  so  the  usurpation  continued. 

The  people  who  had  formed  the  Topeka  con- 
stitution for  presentation  to  Congress,  and 
which  they  presented  to  Congress,  not  despair- 
ing of  the  justice  of  their  country,  and  yet 
hoping  that  Congress  mi^ht  accept  it,  contin- 
ued from  time  to  time  their  provisional  organ- 
ization under  the  same,  in  order  again  to 
present  the  same,  and  the  same  has  again 
been  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification, 
and  all  invited  to  participate  therein  ;  and  the 
same  was  again  ratified  by  the  majority  of  all 
who  thought  proper  to  vote  in  August,  1857. 
But  no  government  under  the  same  has  ever, 
in  any  respect,  been  att(Mnpted  to  be  put  in 
operation,  or  the  same  in  any  manner  been 
asserted  against  the  existing  officers  of  the 
United  States,  or  its  laws,  including  that  estab- 
lishing Kansas  Territory.  It  was,  and  ever 
has  been,  preliminary  and  provisional,  subject 
to  the  action  of  Congress.  It  is  indeed  true 
that  a  large  part,  and  probablv  a  largo  major- 
ity, of  that  people  were  attached  to  that  con- 
stitution, which  they  have  repeatedly  re(|ue««t- 
ed  Congress  to  accept,  but  that  they  have  ever 
attempted,  in  any  act  or  spirit  ot  rebellion, 
forcibly  to  put  m  operation  a  government 
under  it,  is  entirely  untrue;  although  indi- 
vidual wishes  or  ultimate  purposes  to  such  an 
end,  on  some  possible  contingencies,  have,  at 
times,  been  expressed.  It  is,  however,  truo 
that  the  people  have  ever  regarded  the  actM  of 
tho  territorial  legislation,  so  usurped  as  afore- 
said, as  utterly  without  legal  force,  and  have 
not  held  themselves  bound  in  obedience  there- 
to ;  and  the  same  have  been  in  eifcct  genurallj 
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Inoperatiye  id  the  territory,  except  so  far  as 
enioroed  by  (Juited  States  troops. 

In  February,  1857,  the  territorial  legislature 
passed  a  law  for  the  election  of  a  convention 
to  form  a  constitution  for  Kansas,  as  a  state, 
with  a  view  to  apply  to  Congress  for  admis- 
sion. This  was  aono  without  any  act  of  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose.  Congress  having  re- 
cently refused  to  pass  such  a  law,  though 
recommended  by  the  President ;  and  the  pro- 
ceeding was  therefore,  though  not  unlawful, 
in  no  way  authoritative,  and  its  result  entitled 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  only  so  far 
as  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  votes  and  ex- 
pressed the  free  will  of  the  people  of  the 
territory,  or  a  majority  thereof,  in  a  full  elec- 
tion, fairly  conducted.  Such  a  result  could 
not  be  ascertained  but  by  subjecting  the  con- 
stitution to  the  full  and  unconditional  vote  of 
the  whole  people  for  ratification  or  rejection. 
This  is  more  especially  true  when  conflicting 
opinions  on  the  subject  are  well  known  to 
exist,  as  was  the  case  with  this  territory.  A 
large  part  of  the  people,  and,  from  what  sub- 
sequently occurred,  it  is  apparent  a  large 
majority  of  the  people,  did  not  participate  in 
the  election  of  these  delegates ;  and  a  sufficient 
reason  for  that  course  was  found  in  these  con- 
siderations : 

Ist.  The  supervision  and  returns  of  the 
election  were  in  power  of  men  appointed  by  a 
legislature  in  whose  election  a  large  part  of 
the  people  never  participated,  in  whom,  for 
this  cause,  and  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  conducted  elections,  they  had  no  confi- 
dence. 

2d.  The  United  States  officers  there,  the  go- 
Temor  and  secretary,  had  no  control  over 
these  judges  of  the  election. 

3d.  The  territorial  legislature,  in  directing 
the  election  of  delegates  to  the  convention, 
had  provided  for  the  taking  of  a  census  for 
the  apportionment  of  delegates,  and  making  a 
voting  list  in  the  several  counties.  This  was, 
by  accident  or  design,  very  imperfectly  done 
in  any  county,  and  in  almost  one-half  of  the 
Oounties,  some  of  which  were  among  the  most 
populous  in  the  territory,  it  was  entirely  ne- 
glected, and  therefore  a  large  part  of  the  peo- 
ple were  entirely  prevented  from  acting. 

4th.  The  people  \iere  often,  repeatedly,  and 
officially  assured  by  the  governor  and  secreta- 
ry, whom  they  regard  as  the  organs  of  the 
general  government,  that  the  constitution, 
when  formed,  must  be  and  should  be  sub- 
mitted unconditionally  to  the  whole  actual 
resident  people,  for  their  ratification  or  rejec- 
tion. Under  these  circumstances,  relying  on 
these  official  assurances,  they  awaited  quietly 
that  day,  and  promised  opportunity  to  exer- 
ttse  their  acknowledged  inalienable  right  to 
TOte  on  their  own  constitution.  The  result 
lias  shown  that  this  was  an  unreliable  security, 
lor  the  constitution,  as  formed  by  the  con- 
Tention,  was  by  them  never  so  submitted  to 
the  people,  but  in  the  conditional  and  decep- 
tiye  manner  hereafter  described.  The  con- 
Tention,  so  elected,  met  in  September,  1857, 


at  Lecompton,  and  adjonmed  until  after  the 
territorial  election  of  a  legislature  in  October, 
1857. 

The  mass  of  the  people  of  that  territory 
have  always  placed  conndence  in  the  fidelity 
and  integrity  of  the    eoyernors  whom   the 
President  has  appointed,  whenever  the  same 
have  been  long  enough  in  the  territory,  from 
personal  acquaintance  with  its  people  and 
condition,  to  become  disabused  of  the  oelusion 
in  relation  to  them  which  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained and  cherished  with  so  much  pertinacity 
by  the  dominant  power  in  Washington.   When 
CTovemor  Walker  and  acting  Governor  Stan- 
ton had  personally  and  clearly  ascertained— 
as  Governor  Reeder  and  Governor  Geary  had 
done  before  them — that  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  including  most  of  its  worthy  and  reli- 
able inhabitants  of  both  political  parties,  truly 
regarded  themselves  as  oppressed  and  domi- 
neered over  by  a  small  and  unscrupulous 
minority,  inaugurated  by  violence  and  perpe- 
tuated by  fraud,  backed  and  supported  oy 
United  States  dragoons,  and  that  this  great 
body  of  the  people  had,  with  long  forbearanoe, 
waited  for  a  lair  opportunity  peaceably,  at 
the  ballot-box,  to  manifest  their  opinions  and 
their  strength,  and  reclaim  their  rights,  then 
it  was  that  they  honestly  resolved  to  endeavor 
to  give  to  that  people  such  an  opportunity,  as 
far  as  they  were  able.   They  proceeded  indus- 
triously and  faithfully  to  exhort  the  people  to 
participate  in  the  election  of  a  territorial  legis- 
lature in  October,  1857,  not  under  the  terri- 
torial acts,  but  under  the  laws  of  Congress, 
and  gave  the  most  authoritative  assurances  of 
freedom  and  fairness.      That  people  knew, 
indeed,   that  the  supervision  and  control  of 
the  election  was  in  the  hands  of  officers  never 
appointed  by  them  or  the  governor,  and  not 
under  their  control,  and  that  they  were  subject 
to  being  outvoted  by  voters,   by  such  officers 
admitted  to  vote,  from  Missouri,  or  by  the 
insertion  of  fictitious  votes,  or  by  false  retumt . 
Unwilling,  however,  to  be  longer  taunted  from 
abroad  with  the  charge  of  cowardly  or  factious 
inaction,  and  relying  on  the  assurances  of  the 
governor,  and  their  own  well-known  superi- 
ority of  numbers,  they  generally  concluded  to 
proceed  to  the  polls,  and  attempt  once  more 
to  exercise  their  rights  under  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress.   And  what  does  the  result  disclose? 
It  shows  that,  notwithstanding  many  declined 
to  vote,   lest  thereby  they  should  impliedly 
recognise  as  lawful  the  existing  usurpation, 
over  11,000  votes  were  cast,  and  a  free  state 
legislature  elected.    In  the  next  place,  the 
result  showed  that  all  the  apprehensions  of 
that  people  as  to  fraudulent  voting  and  re- 
turns, under  the  auspices  of  these  judges  of 
the  elections,  were  well-founded.   We  are  well 
inf /rmed  by  Governor  Walker  and  Secretary 
Stanton,  that  votes  to  the  amount  of  1600  in 
one  case,  and  over  1000  in  another,  came  cer- 
tified from  precincts  where,  from  personal  ex- 
amination, they  found  a  limited  population  of 
but  a  few  hundred.     A  large  part  of  these 
votes  were  obvioosly  fictitious ;  and  thoae  r^ 


BU  MM  this  beta  done  bj  ih«  gmroraor,  41m 
original  warpatbn  would  mud  have  .been 
NMwed  end  perpetoeted  by  ueud. 

She  reeuU  of  Cliis  eleoUon  vee  regerded  by 
eU»eendid.men  tbere  as  ecttling  the  oondition 
of-Knneee,  and,  aeoordingly,  when  the  eon- 
Tmtion  eeeembled  at  Leoompton,  en  ita  ad* 
Jonrnmenti  it  .was  difficult  to  obtain  even  a 
Dere.  majority  to  constitute  a  quorum.  A 
minority  of  this  quorum,  but  not  of  whole 
eleeted  delegates^  proceeded  with  the  spirit 
of.  desperation  to  oefoat  and  evade  the  well- 
known  and  dearly-expressed  irill  of  the  peo- 
nies and,  by  ingenious  devices  and  cunning 
iMBBi%  to  fasten  apon  them  a  state  oonstitn- 
tkn  abhorrent  to  their  feelings,  and  at  the 
■me  time  redeem,  in  a  dehuive  form  onli^, 
the  pledges  which  had  been  civen  that  it 
iheiikl  be  submitted  to  the  people.  In  order 
to  eivde  and  frustrate  the  will  of  that  people* 
thos  impose  upon  them  a  constitution  against 
their  eonsent*  five,  apparently  certain  legal 
■eemritiee,  were  to  be  evaded  or  demolished. 
ioL  The  oonstitutioii  with  slavery  must  not 
be  aubmitted  to  the  people  in  any  such  way 
itak  m  msjority  could  rcgect  it;  and  yet  it 
mnet  be  eubmitted  to  them,  to  redeem  pledges 
and  keep  up  appearances  of  flumess.  ^.  The 
oondnot  of^  Governor  Walker  having  shown 
thai  he  would  not  prostitute  his  official  duty 
jnr  aiding  in  the  snocess  of  fictitious  votes  and 
ineyil  returns^  a  course  must  be  tdcen  to 
amid  any  uee  of  his  official  action.  3d.  The 
nee  of  the  legal  officers  for  conducting  the 
elections  and  making  returns  must  be  avoided, 
as  they  might  be  subjected  to  penalties  if  cuilty 
of  fraud,  and  possibly  the  new  territoriallegis- 
latnre  might  make  appointment  of  honest  men. 
4th.  In  order  to  supersede  the  legislature,  so 
reoently  elected  by  the  people,  and  restore 
power  to  the  usurpation  it  hod  overcame,  it 
was  necessary  so  to  make  the  apportionment 
of  representativos,  under  the  proposed  state 
government,  as  to  overcome  the  actual  free 
State  majority,  now  well  known  to  exist,  and 
keep  the  supervision  of  the  election  out  of  their 
hands.  5tn.  To  so  arrange  it  as  to  render  any 
action  of  the  new  legislature  unavailable,  and 
to  perpetuate  the  laws  which  the  long-conti- 
nned  UBorpation  had  adopted. 

To  effisct  these  purposes,  the  convention  ad- 
dressed themselves  with  unscrupulous  inge- 
ftoitv,  and  whether  with  success,  it  remains 
Cor  Congress  to  determine. 

They  framed  a  constitution  establishing 
slavery  in  two  forms :  First,  for  perpetuating 
m  slavery  all  slaves  then  in  the  territory,  and 
their  progeny,  and  prohibiting  abolition.  Se- 
oond,  allowing  their  unlimited  introduction 
with  their  owners  for  settlement  They  then 
provided  for  submitting  this  constitution  to  the 
people,  professedlv  for  their  approval  or  r^eo- 
Hon,  on  the  2Ist  day  of  December,  }857 ;  but 
in  this  form  only,  that  thev  might  vote  "  the 
aonstitution  with  slavery,'' or  *' the  constitu- 
tion  vrith  no  slavery."  If  the  former  had  a 
auffcgikj,  the  whole  oonstitiitiott  was  adopted; 


if  tiiiilattsr]Mia.a  mfomltf^  H  f^eokeAifli^f ; 
that  elanse  aUowing  the*liinher.i«ipe9rtalNMlifl( 
slavea.  They  were  noiaUowed  to  ii;oli|^if|i9al^ 
the  oonatitution ;  eo  it  was- to  be  edoptiidL- 
however  otjeotionable,  and  to  be  »  •UbTjaMlir 
lag  state,  in  any. event.  In  this  maiiii«r^'/tli%. 
./M  olgeofe  was  to  be  effected. 

They  provided  that  the  riectioii  waeto.ft|: 
oonduoted  and  returns  made  by  men  mMiQteii' 

rie  president  of  the  convention  (CsilioiijR^r 
tlMB  convention  had  closed*  a^  tfcBJiiiiip. 
he  out  of  offioe,  and  the  returns  ee  te.iisd»  1%; 
bun.  Thus  was  the  governor  gofc  rid  o^jMA^ 
the  seetmd  olgect  effected.  .  j    i^. 

This  mode  of  making  and  using  ■opetrmsHki 
or  jud^  of  election,  unknown  to  law,  ssqiMMb 
the  iktrd  olgeot.  The  provision  by  AiW  wflli 
such  men  should  be  subjected  to  proseeK^fl^ 
for  frauds,  Ac,  was  an  idle  sboiw  otkifittiMVh 
entirely  inoperative.  To  secure  toe  fyiikki 
purpose,  the  convention  based  their  i4>mQttapi^. 
ment  of  representatives  in  the  state  wWJjWPs 
to  take  place  in  January,  1858,  npon  t|iei 
spurious,  fraudulent,  and  fiotitmns  ?oti||^; 
returned  and  rejected  in  the  late  lenit 
eleedon.  To  secure  the  J^fth  olgeet)  ih^,\ 
vided  that  all  laws  iken  existing  (not  If 
existing  when  the  state  should  be  ednMl 

should  remain   in   force  until  repfaalsK^. 

a  state  legislature,  under  the  4MjiislituUi|ii,j 
The  great  mass  of  the  people,  unwilliAs  U|  bi^ 
the  dupes  of  such  trickery,  deolined  wqtia^tm, 


the  manner  proposed,  on  that  oonstitationt 
cember  21,  1857 ;  and  the  territorial  iMUlff 
ture  was  assembled  by  the  call  of  aotiBguei^ 
emor  Stanton.  A  vote  was  token  on  the  Slst 
December,  bv  the  men  appointed  by  Calhowit 
who  returned  to  him  that  there  were  castsOflMI 
6000  votes,  adopting  the  constitution  witl^ 
slavery,  as  formed.  What  proportion  of  tbees 
votes,  or  of  those  cast  for  the  delegates,  wnre 
fraudulent  and  spurious,  we  have  no  certain 
means  of  determining,  as  the  Senate  has  do* 
clined  instructing  or  authorizing  the  commit* 
tee  to  obtain  full  information,  or  clothing 
them  with  the  means  for  that  purpose*  Wi 
have,  however,  the  authority  of  the  presiding 
officers  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislatiirc^ 
who  were  present  at  the  counting  of  the  votes 
on  the  constitution,  by  invitation  of  said  Ckl 
houn,  for  saying  that  not  more  than  two  thoi^ 
sand  of  these  were  cast  by  legal  voters  of  the 
territory. 

The  territorial  legislature,  so  assembled  by 
acting  Qovemor  Stanton,  passed  an  act  pn^ 
viding  that  the  people,  on  the  4th  of  Januaryp 
1858,  should  cast  tneir  votes  on  sud  oonsUtu- 
tion,  either  for  it  with  slavery,  for  it  without 
slavery,  or  against  the  constitution» 

That  vote  was  taken,  and  the  vote  against 
the  constitution  was  more  than  ten  thousand 
muority.  : 

The  convention  provided  for  the  election  oc 
state  officers  and  a  legislature  under  the^  eon* 
slitution  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1858,  bnl 
it  was  to  be  conducted  by  Uie  same  men  so  M^ 
pointed  by  said  Calhoun,  and  the  returns  omi^II 
to  hinu    As  to  the  voting  at  this  s|at|  el^etjfffc 
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th«  Fr«6  State  people  were  much  divided  in 

Siinkm.  A  lar^  number  declined  to  vote,  as 
ey  feared  the  so  doing  would  be  unfairly  in- 
bisfced  on  by  their  oppunentR  a8  a  ratification 
of  theoonstitution,  to  which  they  were  opposed. 
A  part  of  the  Free  Stute  people,  who  had  thus 
TOted  against  the  constitution,  apprehendin||^, 
more  especially  from  what  was  contained  in 
the  President's  annual  mcs^ge,  that  Congress 
might  admit  Kansas  as  a  state,  and  with  this 
constitution,  even  though  contrary  to  the  will 
of  the  m^ority  of  the  people  there  ;  and  un- 
willing, in  that  event,  to  leave  the  state  offi- 
cers and  legislature  in  the  hands  of  the  mi- 
nority who  framed  and  adopted  that  constitu- 
tion, proceeded  to  vote  at  the  election  of  those 
state  officers,  at  the  polls  conducted  by  the 
men  so  appointed  by  said  Calhoun. 

The  returns  of  this  election  have  been  made 
to  said  Calhoun,  but,  as  the  committee  have 
receiTed  no  power  to  institute  inquiry  into  the 
tme  character  of  that  election,  we  are  unable 
to  say  how  far  the  well-prepared  arrange- 
ments for  successful  imposition  have  been  car- 
ried into  execution  with  impunity. 

From  what  has  been  disclosed  by  the  inves- 
tigations before  the  territorial  legislature,  we 
feel  authorized  to  believe  that  the  preparations 
to  defeat  the  will  of  that  people  have  been  ez- 
tensiTely  executed,  and  their  ultimate  results 
depend  on  the  action  of  said  Calhoun  in  a 
oapaoity  unknown  as  a  legal  officer,  and  in  no 
way  subject  to  a  prosecution  or  impeachment. 
That  he  will  be  faithful  to  the  ultimate  pur- 
poses for  which  he  has  so  long  and  unscrupu- 
iousiy  labored — tliat  is,  the  making  of  Kan- 
sas a  permanent  slaveholding  state,  whether 
its  people  desire  it  or  not — we  have  little 
reason  to  doubt,  so  far  as  he  can  do  it  with 
impunity. 

The  territorial  government  of  Kansas  was 
never  organized  as  provided  in  its  organic  act 
— that  is,  by  its  own  people — but  was  usurped 
by  a  foreign  force,  coniiuered,  subdued  bv 
arms,  and  a  minority  infltallod  in  power,  which 
has  ever  since  been  sustained  by  the  general 
government,  instead  of  being  examined  into 
and  corrected.  Tliis  has  been  done  and  sus- 
tained to  establish  and  perpetuate  slavery. 

The  Leoompton  constitution  is  the  result  of 
this  proceeding,  and  is  contrary  to  the  will  of 
a  great  majority  of  that  people  legally  ex- 
pressed ;  and  the  proceeding  of  Congrc."«8,  ai 
its  discretion,  to  consummate  this  pnitractcd 
atrocity,  and  especially  for  such  a  purpose,  is 
a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principle  of 
republican  government,  and  can  produce  no 
permanent  repose  or  satisfaction. 

The  people  of  this  territory,  in  the  late  ter- 
ritorial election,  have  reclaimed  their  rights, 
and  that  territorial  government  is  for  the  first 
time  now  moving  peaceably  on  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  promisea  freedom. 

This  Lecompton  constitution  and  its  adop- 
tion was  concocted  and  executed  to  supersede 
this  triumph  of  justice.  To  admit  it  by  Con- 
gress, is  but  to  give  success  to  fraud  and  en- 
•ovragemefit  to  iniquity;  and  to  turn  over 


that  people,  not  to  an  election  fairly  and  k- 
gally  conducted,  but  to  such  state  officeN  and 
legislators  as  said  Calhoun  shall  hereafter  pro- 
claim, and  on  such  contingency  as  he  snail 
determine ;  and  his  long,  mysterious,  and  in~ 
excusable  indecision  and  reserve,  but  enooa- 
rages  expectation  in  both  parties,  one  of  which 
is  certainly  doomed  to  disappointment 

J.  COLLAMXR. 

B.  F.  Wadi. 

Mr.  Douglas,  from  the  Committee  on  TVrri* 
tories,  submitted  the  following  minority  re- 
port: 

I  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  assent 
from  the  conclusion  to  which  the  majority  of 
the  committee  have  arrived,  for  the  reason, 
among  other  things,  that  there  is  no  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  the  constitution  formed  at 
Lecompton  is  the  act  and  deed  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  or  that  it  embodies  their  will.  In 
the  absence  of  all  affirmative  evidence  that  the 
Lecompton  constitution  does  '*  meet  the  sense 
of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  it,"  and  in  op- 
position to  the  overwhelming  majority  record- 
ed against  it  at  a  fair  and  valid  election  held 
in  pursuance  of  law  on  the  4th  day  of  January, 
1858,  it  is  argued  that  the  Lecompton  conven- 
tion was  duly  constituted  with  full  authority 
to  ordain  a  constitution  and  establish  a  govern- 
ment, and,  consequently,  the  proceedings  of 
that  convention  must  be  presumed  to  embody 
the  popular  will,  although  such  presumption 
may  be  rebutted  and  overthrown  hy  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

Inasmuch,  then,  as  the  right  of  Congress  to 
accept  the  Lecompton  constitution  and  impose 
it  upon  the  people  of  Kansas,  in  opposition  to 
their  known  wishes  and  recorded  votes,  rests 
solely  upon  the  assumption  that  the  proceed- 
ings were  technically  legal  and  regular,  and 
that  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding  must  be 
made  to  override  the  popular  will,  it  becomes 
important  to  inquire  whether  the  convention 
was  duly  constituted  and  clothed  with  full 
power  to  ordain  a  constitution  and  establish  a 
state  government,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  or- 
ganic act  and  territorial  government  estab- 
nshed  by  Congress. 

It  is  conceded  that,  on  the  19th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1857,  the  territorial  legislature  passed 
a  law  providing  for  the  election  of  delegates  to 
a  convention  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
government ;  and  that  the  convention,  when 
assembled  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  was  vested 
with  all  the  power  which  it  was  competent  for 
the  torritoriai  legislature  to  confer,  and  which, 
by  the  terms  of  the  act  was  conferred  on  the 
convention,  and  no  more.  Did  that  territorial 
act  have  the  legal  effect  to  authorize  the  con- 
vention to  abrogate  or  suspend  the  territorial 
government  eeteblished  by  Congress,  and  snlh 
stitute  a  state  government  in  ite  place  7 

This  committee,  in  their  reports,  have  al- 
ways held  that  a  territory  is  not  a  soverei^ 
power ;  that  the  sovereignty  of  a  territory  is  m 
abeyance,  suspended  in  the  United  8ti^  in 
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tnut  for  the  peopio  when  they  become  a  state ; 
that  Ae  United  States,  as  the  trustee,  cannr^ 
be  divested  of  the  sovereignty,  nor  the  terri- 
tory be  invested  vrith  Uie  right  to  assume  and 
exercise  it,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
By  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  the  people  of  the 
territory  were  vested  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  self  government,  on  all  rightful 
subjects  of  legislation,  consistent  with  and  in 
obedience  to  the  organic  act ;  but  they  were 
not  authorized,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure, 
to  resolve  themselves  into  a  sovereign  power, 
and  to  abrocate  and  annul  the  oreanic  act 
and  territoriu  government  established  by  Con- 
gress, and  to  ordain  a  constitution  and  state 
government  upon  their  ruins  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress. 

It  would  seem,  from  his  special  messaj^, 
that  the  President  is  under  the  impression 
that  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  from  Uie  date 
of  its  passage,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1854,  when 
there  were  not  five  hundred  white  inhabitants 
in  the  whole  country,  authorized  the  people 
of  those  territoricH,  respectively,  or  "  any  por- 
tion of  the  same,"  at  tneir  own  sovereign  will 
and  pleasure,  "  to  proceed  and  form  a  consti- 
tution in  their  own  way,  without  an  express 
aathority  from  Congress ;"  and  to  suspend  the 
authority  of  the  territorial  legislature,  at  least 
to  the  extent  of  depriving  it  of  the  power  to 
submit  a  constitution  to  the  people  lor  ratifi- 
cation or  rejection,  before  it  should  be  deemed 
the  act  and  deed  of  the  people  of  Kansas. 
With  the  most  profound  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  the  President,  I  must  be  pardoned 
for  expressing  my  firm  convictions  that  neither 
the  provisions  of  that  act,  nor  the  history  of 
the  measure,  nor  the  understanding  of  its 
authors  and  supporters  at  the  time  of  its  en- 
actment, or  at  any  period  since,  justifies  or 
permits  the  constructiun  which  the  President 
nas  placed  upon  it.  It  is  certain  that  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  who  signed  and  approved  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  act,  and  whoso  administra- 
tion was  a  unit  in  support  of  the  measure  at 
the  time  of  its  enactment,  did  not  understand 
that  it  authorized  the  people  of  each  or  cither 
of  those  territories  *'  to  proceed  and  form  a 
constitution  in  their  own  Wtay  without  an  ex- 
press authority  from  Congress,"  from  the  fact 
that  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1856,  he 
sent  a  special  message  to  Congress,  in  which 
he  recommended  an  enabling  act  for  Kansas 
as  the  appropriate  legislative  remedy  for  the 
ovils  complained  of  in  that  territory.  Ills  re- 
oommendation  is  in  these  words : 

*'Thlii.  it  seem*  to  me,  ran  be  bout  acminpli<«h(>d  hj  pro- 
Tidinff  that,  when  the  inlinliiuntA  of  K(iumi<«  may  de^in;  it, 
and  ahail  \»  of  Hufflcient  numU'rA  to  connUtute  a  itato,  a 
eODTentlon  of  delpf?at4]A,  duly  i>1«vte«1  by  tho  quallfl«><l  roten, 
•hall  aaemble  to  frame  a  omRtilution.  and  thnu  pn>pare, 
through  regular  and  lawful  mi'aiiv.  for  itM  admi.xfiiiin  intit  the 
Union  aa  a  Htat*.  J rerpni/uUj  rrcnmmrnd  the.  cnaHmtni  of 
•  law  to  that  ffffCt, 

**  I  recommend,  alro,  that  a  Kpi*cial  appropriation  be  ma<le 
to  defhiy  any  exp^n^e  wliirh  niny  lN>ofinit'  refiuisire  in  the 
execution  of  the  laim  or  thu  maiuteunnce  of  public  order  in 
the  territory  of  Kanicas." 

The  message  of  President  Pierce,  containing 
this  recommeudation,  was  referred  to  the  Coni- 


I  mittee  on  Territories  by  the  Senatep  and,  allBr 
I  full  examination  and  mature  deliberation,  tlue 
!  .itromittee,  on  tho  12th  day  of  March,  1858» 
made  an  elaborate  report  in  explanation  and 
vindication  of  the  principles,  provisions,  and 
policy  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  a(^  and  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  "  the  recommendation 
of  ^e  President  furnished  the  appropriate  and 
legitimate  mode  of  conducting  tne  prinoiiiles, 
provisions,  and  policy  of  the  act  to  a  suceeas- 
ful  and  final  consummation,  by  the  passaoe 
of  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  immi|^ 
of  Kansas  to  hold  a  convention  and  torm  a 
constitution  and  state  government,  when  the 
inhabitants  of  Kansas  may  desire  it,  and 
shall  bo  of  sufficient  numbers  to  constitata  a 
state." 

The  committee,  in  their  report,  respond  to 
the  President's  recommendation  in  the  follow- 
ing language : 

**  In  eompllanoa  with  the  flmt  reoooimondatlon,  joor  nm- 
mittee  a»lc  leare  to  report  a  bill,  anthoriiing  the  UgUfttare 
of  the  territory  to  provide  by  law  Ibr  the  elaetlon  of  dile> 
fcatea  by  the  people,  and  the  aMembling  of  %  ennveotloB  to 
fbrm  a  eonatitntion  and  atate  goTerameot,  innepumtoiy  tr 
their  admiaidon  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooUog  with  the 
original  states,  as  soon  as  it  shall  appt«r,  by  a  oenaiu  te  be 
taken  under  tho  direction  of  the  goTernor,  Iqr  the  Mithoilly 
of  the  legislature,  that  the  territory  oontaine  iKi,4ao  lakaVI- 
tants,  that  being  the  number  required  by  the  praaeot  ntfo 
of  representation  for  a  member  of  OongreM.** 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  committee  who 
wrote  and  reported  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
and  the  President  who  approved  and  imparted 
vitality  to  it  by  his  signature,  did  not  mean  by 
that  act  to  authorize  or  recognise  the  right  of 
the  people  of  a  territory,  with  a  few  hundred 
or  even  a  few  thousand  population,  whenever 
they  pleased  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
government,  "without  an  express  authority 
from  Congress ;"  but  on  the  contrary,  it  clearly 
appears  that  the  authors  of  the  act  under- 
stood, and  intended  it  to  be  construed  and 
executed,  as  meaning  that  while  the  people 
of  those  territories  remained  in  a  territoriul 
condition,  they  should  exercise  and  enjoy  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  self-governmenu 
in  conformity  with  the  organic  act,  and  that, 
when  they  should  have  the  requisite  number 
"  to  constitute  a  state,''  and  should  desire  it. 
Congress  would  give  its  assent,  in  a  8u))sc- 
qucnt  act,  to  authorize  them  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  state  government,  and  to  come  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  f(K)ting  with  the  origi- 
nal states  in  all  respects  whatever.  President 
Pierce  did  not  specify  the  number  which  he 
deemed  necessary  to  constitute  a  state;  nor 
did  the  Cincinnati  convention,  on  the  "  cele- 
brated occasion"  referred  to  by  the  President 
in  his  annual  message,  designate  the  precit*e 
number  which  would  entitle  '*  the  people  of  all 
the  territories,  including  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska," to  *'  form  a  constitution  with  or  with- 
out slavery,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  tho  other 
states  •"  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  language 
I  employed,  that  they  did  not  understand  the 
I  riglit  of  admission  to  have  accrued  from  tlie 
i  date  of  the  organization  of  each  territory,  nur 
'  when  there  should  be  a  few  hundred  ur  a  few 
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tiioueand  inhabitantfl,  nor  at  whatever  time 
the  people  of  the  territory  should  feel  disposed 
'to  claim  the  privile^,  without  reference  to 
irambers ;  but  when,  m  the  laujipiage  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  they  should  **  he  oj^sufficierU  num- 
ben  to  constitute  a  state  ;*'  or,  in  the  language 
of  the  Cincinnati  platform,  as  appears  in  the 
extract  copied  into  the  annual  message  of  the 
President,  "  whenever  the  number  of  their  in- 
habitants justifies  it;*'  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  in  the  report  to 
which  I  have  referred,  so  soon  as  it  shall  ap- 
pear, by  a  census,  "  that  the  territory  contains 
ninety-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twon- 
tf  inhabitants — that  being  the  number  required 
by  ike  present  ratio  of  representation  for  a 
fmember  of  Congress"  So  it  appears  that  each 
of  these  authorities  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
use  such  a  term  in  this  connection)  excludes 
the  idea  that  a  territory  may  proceed  to  form 
a  constitution  and  state  government  whenever 
it  pleases  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
ana  irrespective  of  the  number  of  its  inliabi- 
tants,  and  sustains  the  position  that  a  terri- 
tory is  not  entitled  to  admission,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Federal  ConHtitution, 
nntil  it  contains  population  enough  to  consti- 
tute a  state,  and  that  it  is  the  province  of  Con- 
grees,  instead  of  the  territory,  to  determine 
what  that  number  shall  be.  While  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not,  in 
terms,  prescribe  the  number  of  inhabitants 
requisite  to  form  a  state  of  the  Union  ;  yet,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  representation  m  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  to  be  in  the  ratio 
of  federal  population,  and  that  each  state,  no 
matter  how  small  its  population,  is  to  be 
allowed  one  representative,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  rule  most  consistent  with  fairness  and  jus- 
tice towards  the  other  states,  and  in  harmony 
with  the  general  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  is  that  which,  according  to  the 
ratio  of  population  for  the  time  being,  is  suffi- 
cient for  a  representative  in  Congress.  A 
reference  to  the  debates  which  have  occurred 
in  all  the  cases  touching  the  sufficinucy  of 
population  in  the  admission  of  a  state  will 
show  that  the  discussion  has  always  proceeded 
on  the  supposition  that  the  rule  I  have  indi- 
cated was  the  true  one ;  and  the  eifort  has 
been,  on  the  one  side,  to  prove  that  the  proposed 
state  had  sufficient  population,  and,  on  the 
other,  that  it  had  not  the  requisite  numbers  to 
entitle  it  to  admission,  in  substantial  compli- 
ance with  that  rule.  In  view  of  these  fact«*,  I 
respectfully  but  firmly  insist  that  neither  the 
principles  nor  the  provisions  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act,  nor  of  the  Cincinnati  platform, 
Justifies  the  assertion  that  it  was  the  intention 
to  abrogate  this  wise  and  just  rule,  and  estab- 
lish in  lieu  of  it  the  principle  that  '*  all  the 
territories,  including  Kansas  and  Xebraska," 
have  a  right,  whenever  they  please,  an<l  with 
whatever  population  they  may  happen  to  pos- 
sess, '*  to  proceed  and  form  a  constitution  in 
their  own  way,  without  an  express  authority 
from  Congress,"  and  demand  admission  into 
the  Union  on  tho  plea  that  the  organic  act 


was  ait  enabling  act.  I  do  not  insist  thai 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discre- 
tion, may  not  depart  from  the  rule  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  make  an  exceptional  case 
of  a  territory  under  peculiar  circumstances,  as 
the  Senate  proposed  and  the  House  of  Repre> 
sentatives  refused  to  do  with  Kansas  in  Jaly, 
1856 ;  but  in  such  a  case,  if  any  can  be  shown 
in  our  history,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
cession by  Congress,  and  not  the  recognition 
of  a  right  in  the  territory.  That  the  Senate 
concurred  with  President  Pierce  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  that  the  Kansas-N^ 
braska  act  did  not  authorize  the  people  of 
those  territories  to  proceed  and  form  a  state 
constitution,  whenever  they  chose,  without  the 
consent  of  Congress ;  and  that  the  passage  of 
an  enabling  act  by  Congress  was  the  appro- 
priate and  legitimate  mode  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  principles,  provisions,  and  policy  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  when  those  territo- 
ries, respectively,  should  have  the  requisite 
population  to  entitle  them  to  admission  into 
the  Union  as  states,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  guarantied 
by  the  treaty  acquiring  the  country  from 
franco,  is  made  apparent  by  the  fact  .that  on 
the  2d  day  of  July,  1856,  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  recommendation  of  the  President  and  re- 
port of  the  committee,  the  Senate  passed  an 
enabling  act  for  Kansas,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Kansas 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  govemmenit 
preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states'* 
1  quote  from  Senate  Journal,  page  414 : 

"  Ordertdy  Thnt  the  bill  b«  ongrosaed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

*'  The  raid  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

'*0q  the  questioii,  Shall  the  bill  paMS? 

<*  It  was  determined  in  the  afBrmatire :  yeas  33;  naya  1& 
'*  On  motion  by  Mr.  SewarJ, 

"  The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  MB*- 
tors  prenent, 

"  Thoee  who  roted  In  the  afflrmatire  are — 

"Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  liell  of  Tenneejice,  Benjamin, 
Biggs,  Bigler,  Bright,  Brodhead,  Brown,  0am,  Qay,  Qrlt- 
tenden,  Bouglas,  Evan/t,  Fitspatrick.  Ui'ycr,  Hunter,  iTeraon, 
Johnson.  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mnllory,  Pratt.  Pugh.  Reld,  Seba» 
tian.  Siidell.  Stuart,  Thompeon  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  Tbaoty, 
Weller,  Wright,  Yulee. 

"  Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

"  .Mea'trs.  Bell  of  New  Ilanipslilre.  CoUamer,  Dodge,  1hiv> 
koe,  FeMenden,  Foot,  Foster,  llale,  Seward,  Trumbull,  Wadti 
Wilwn. 

"  So  it  was 

"  Regfdvfd,  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  ha 
as  aforesaid." 

From  this  official  record,  it  appears  that  no 
senator  voted  against  the  enabling  act  for 
Kansas  in  1856,  who  had  either  advocated  or 
voted  for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  in  1854. 
While  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  those  sena- 
tors who  did  vote  against  this  enalline  act 
justified  their  opposition  upon  the  gTiUnd  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  time  and 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  proposed  to 
press  it,  were  not  in  accordance  with  their 
views  of  public  policy  and  duty,  and  not  upon 
the  ground  that  the  or^nic  act  was  a  sufficient 
enabling  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory to  ordain  a  constitution  whenever  they 
pleased.    Greater  significance  and  im^tUAS^ 
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are  imparted  to  these  recommendationa,  re- 
ports and  TOtcfl  in  favor  o£  an  enabling  act  for 
Kansas,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  a  few  months 
previously,  the  territorial  le^.slaturc  had  taken 
the  preliminary  step  for  calling  the  Lccompton 
convention,  by  ordering  an  election  to  be  neld 
a  few  months  tliereaftcr  for  or  against  the  con- 
vention ;  while  the  cifect,  as  well  as  the  de- 
sign, of  the  enabling  act  thus  recommended  by 
the  President  and  passed  bv  the  Senate,  woula 
have  been,  if  it  had  passed  the  Uouso  and  be- 
come a  law,  to  arrest  and  put  an  end  to  this 
irregular  and  unauthorised  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  territorial  legislature,  and  to  sub- 
Btitute  in  place  of  it  a  regular  and  legal  mode 
of  proceeding  under  tlie  authority  of  Congress. 
Had  the  enabling  act  become  a  law,  whereby 
the  people  of  Kansas  would  have  been  author- 
iied  to  assume  and  exercise  the  sovereign 
power  of  establishing  a  constitution  and  state 
government,  the  proceeding  would  have  been 
regular,  lawful,  and  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  Then  the  people  of  Kansas 
would  have  become  a  sovereign  power,  clothed 
with  full  authority  to  establish  a  constitution 
and  state  government  in  their  own  way,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  But  if  the  proposition  be  true,  that 
sovereign  power  alone  can  institute  govern- 
ments, and  that  the  sovereignty  of  a  territory 
M  in  abeyance,  suspended  in  the  United  States 
in  trust  for  the  people  when  they  become  a 
state,  and  the  sovereignty  cannot  be  divested 
from  the  hands  of  the  trustee  and  vested  in 
the  people  of  the  territory  without  the  assent 
of  Congress,  it  follows  as  an  unavoidable  con- 
sequence that  the  Kansas  lo;;isliituro,  by  the 
act  of  February  19,  18.30,  did  not,  and  could 
not,  confer  u[><m  the  Lecompton  convention 
the  sovereign  power  of  ordaining;  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  people  of  Kansas  iti  tlie  nliice  of  the 
organic  law  passed  by  Congress.  Ihc  conven- 
tion seem  to  have  been  conscious  of  this  ab- 
sence of  sovereign  power  on  their  part,  and 
^4*eks  to  supply  the  deliciency  by  referring  the 
constitution  to  the  people  at  an  election  on 
the  21st  of  December  last,  *\for  raiijication  or 
r^ection"  with  the  further  ])rovision  that  '7/m 
constitution  shall  take  effect  and  he  in  forct 
from  and  after  its  ratijivation  by  the  peopU,  as 
hereinbefore  provided/' 

I  will  quote  some  of  the  provisions  on  this 
point : 

**  Before  this  conntltatton  be  8cnt  to  Concroffl,  tmkitiK 
•nlmlKiiitm  into  the  Utiiun  om  a  ittate,  it  MiaII  l><-  nubinitted 
tf>  all  the  whit«  ninlv  iuhaMtants  of  this  territory  for  ap- 
proval or  (liflapproral.  an  follown,''  tc. 

And  again  : 

"  At  which  elertion  t)i<>  rcnrtltutinn  formed  by  thl<<  con- 
▼enUou  Hhnll  bv  (iiihnii(f«y|  tu  all  the  white  uiale  inhnbitanta 
of  the  territory  nf  KamuiM  lii  suid  t(>rritory  ii|Nin  that  day, 
and  OTer  the  ape  of  twru(y-<»ne  years,  for  roiijication  or 
r^ffctton,  in  the  following  manner  and  form/'  &.c 

And  further : 

"See.  16.  Thin  oonntitutlnn  shnll  Uke  effect  and  he  In  fbrro 
fWHn  and  after  the  nitiflcaUou  by  the  people,  an  hereinbefore 
proTidcd." 

Prom  these  provisions  it  is  clear  that  the 
^^arention  did  not  openly  assert  and  ezercisi^ 


the  authority  to  ordain  and  establish  the  con« 
stitution  by  virtue  of  any  sovereign  power 
vested  in  that  body,  but  referred  it  to  the  peo- 
ple for  ratification  or  rejection,  under  the  sup- 
position that  the  popular  will  expressed 
through  the  ballot-box  might  impart  vitality 
and  validitj^  to  it.  But  before  tlie  time  arriv- 
ed for  holding  the  election  on  the  ratification 
or  rejection  of  the  constitution  as  provided  by 
the  convention,  the  territorial  legislature  inter- 
posed its  authority  by  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  that  said  constitution  slionld  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  for  ratification  or  r^ection 
at  a  fair  election,  to  be  held  in  conK>rmity 
with  the  laws  of  the  territory,  on  the  4tb  day 
of  January,  1858.  The  reasons  for  this  legis> 
lative  interposition,  bv  which  the  vote  on  the 
constitution  was  in  efl^ct  to  be  postponed  from 
the  21st  of  December  to  the  4th  of  January, 
and  then  held  and  conducted  and  the  returns 
made  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  may 
be  deduced  from  the  following  facts : 

1.  That  while  the  convention  recognised  the 
right  of  the  people  of  Kansas  to  "  ratify  or 
"  r^ect**  said  constitution,  and  provided  that 
it  should  not  take  efi*ect,  nor  be  submitted  to 
Congress  for  acceptance,  until  so  ratified  at 
an  election  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  '*  ra/t- 

Jication"  or  "  rejection^**  yet  the  mode  of  sub- 
mission prescribed  by  the  convention  was  such 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  people  to  re- 
ject it  at  said  election  even  if  there  should  be 
but  one  person  offering  to  vote  for  it  and 
twenty  thousand  against ;  since  no  person  was 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  unless  he  would  vote  foi 
the  constitution,  and  those  who  should  offer  to 
vote  against  the  constitution  were  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  tlie  polls,  and  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  voting  at  all  at  said  election. 

2.  That  the  mode  of  submission  prescribed 
by  the  convention  did  not  fairly  present  the 
question  to  the  people,  to  be  dcciued  at  that 
election,  whether  Kansas  should  be  a  slave 
holding  or  a  non-slaveholding  state,  for  the 
reason  that  while  there  was  known  to  be  many 
pro-slavery  men  residing  in  the  territory  who 
were  anxious  to  vote  in  favor  of  making  Kan- 
sas a  slaveholding  state,  but  were  at  the 
the  same  time  irreconcilably  opposed  to  that 
constitution  ;  and  while  it  was  also  known  that 
there  were  many  free-state  men  resident  in 
the  territory  who  were  equally  opposed  to  the 
constitution,  whether  the  slavery  clause  should 
be  retained  or  excluded ;  yet  the  convention 
had  provided,  in  effect,  that  no  pro-slavery 
man  should  vote  in  favor  of  making  Kansas 
a  slaveholding  state,  unless  he  at  the  same  time 
recorded  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  constitution  ; 
nor  should  any  free-state  man  vote  in  favor  of 
making  Kansas  a  free  state,  unless  he  at  the 
same  time  would  record  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  constitution. 

3.  That  inasmuch  as  the  convention  did  nd 
possess  any  legislative  power,  it  could  not  pr^ 
scribe,  and  did  not  attempt  to  provide  anj 
penalties  or  punishments  for  illegal  and  frandi^ 
lent  voting,  or  for  false  and  fraudulent  retorni^ 
except  by  a  vague  and  vain  reference  to  thi 
territorial  laws. 
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4.  That  the  aohedole  of  the  oonttitation  had 
taken  the  whole  management  of  said  eleotion 
oat  of  the  hands  of  the  territorial  officers  and 
placed  it  into  the  hands  of  commissioners, 
judges,  and  clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  president  of  the 
oonrention ;  and  even  if  the  territorial  laws 
could  be  construed  as  applicable  to  the  per- 
sons 80  appointed  to  conduct  this  election,  yet 
fraudulent  and  spurious  and  forged  returns 
could  be  made  with  impunity,  as  had  been  the 
case  in  other  elections,  for  the  reason  that,  by 
•ome  singular  omission  or  inadvertence,  the 
election  laws  of  the  territory  failed  to  provide 
any  penalties  or  punishment  for  such  of- 
fences. 

Do  not  these  facts  furnish  sufficient  reasons 
to  jnsUfy  the  territorial  legislature  in  inter- 
poeing  its  authority,  as  it  did  on  the  17th  of 
December,  in  the  passage  of  a  law,  which,  in 
effect*  postponed  the  election  on  the  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  constitution  until  the 
4th  of  January,  and  provided  that  on  that  day 
a  fair  eleotion  should  be  held,  at  which  every 
legpd  TOter  in  the  territory  mi^ht  record  his 
vote  for  or  against  the  constitution,  and  for  or 
acainat  the  slavery  ariiole,  freely  and  uncon- 
ditionally, and  also  made  wise  and  effective 
provision  to  protect  the  ballot-box  and  returns 
uom  fhiud  and  violence  7 

The  result  of  the  election  of  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary on  the  ratification  or  rejection  of  the 
Leoompton  constitution  was  officially  announc- 
ed by  Uie  governor  and  presiding  officers  of  the 
two  nousee  of  the  legislature  of  the  territory, 
in  the  following  proclamation: 

**Iii  McofdMioo  wlUi  ttia  prarMoni  of  an  act  entitled  *  An 
■fCt  aulNBlttlag  the  oo&eUtutkm  framed  at  Leoompton  under 
the  Mt  of  the  LsgielAttre  Aieembly  of  Kanau  Territory 
•nUtled  '  An  act  to  prorlde  for  taking  a  eeoiui  and  election 
of  deltgatoe  to  a  coaTention.'  pawed  Vebniatr  10,  a.d.  1857, 
the  nndenlgned  announee  the  following  aa  the  offldal  rote 
of  the  peoide  of  Kanaaa  Territory  on  the  q  neitlona  aa  therein 
rabodtted  on  the  4th  daj  of  January,  1S68 : 
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§ 
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1 
2 
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MaaiMtahavaMtyttsntfailMr 

the  aborala  the  eompleta  Tote  zaoilTad  to  thia  date 

"J.  W.  DKNVSR, 

**  Shenkay  amd  Acting  ChMrmor. 
«O.W.BAB00OK, 

«<  AratdfiK  o^  tte  GbMica. 
-Q.W.DEmhkn, 

"January  90, 1868." 

From  this  official  proclamation,  it  appears 
that  the  Lecompton  constitution  was  repudia- 
ted and  rejected  by  the  people  of  Kansas  al 
that  election  by  a  clear  majority  of  ten  thou- 
sand and  sixty-four  (10,064)  TOtes. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  not^ 
withstanding  the  legislature  had  provided  by 
law  that  the  vote  on  the  ratification  or  r^eo* 
tion  of  the  constitution  should  take  place  on 
the  4th  day  of  January,  the  friends  of  thai 
instrument,  in  disregard  of  the  law,  held  an 
election  on  the  21st  of  December,  under  the 
pretended  authority  of  the  convention ;  and 
that  it  appears  from  a  proclamation,  signed  by 
C.  W.  Baooock,  president  of  the  council,  and 
by  G.  W.  Deitsler,  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives in  the  territorr,  who  were  pre- 
sent by  invitation  of  John  Calhoun,  president 
of  the  convention,  at  the  counting  of  the 
votes,  that  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty-three j6,143)  votes  were  returned  for  "  the 
constitution  with  slaveir,"  and  that  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  (589)  votes  were  returned 
for  ••the  constitution  with  no  slavery,"  showins 
a  majority  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  ana 
seventy-four  (5,574)  votes  cast  at  that  electioB 
for  "  the  constitution  with  slayery,"  as  pr^ 
sented  to  Congress  for  adoption. 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  same  proclamatioBy 
that  *'  more  than  one-half  of  tnis  maioritj 
was  cast  at  those  very  sparsely  settled  pr^ 
cincts  in  the  territory,  two  of  them  in  the 
Shawnee  reserve,  on  land  not  opened  for  j«ct- 
tlement,  vis. : 


Oxford,  Johnaon  eonntj    . 
Shawnee,  Jolknton  eonntj 
Kkkapoo,  LeaTenworth  eonnty 


Tbtal 


1,260 

729 

1,017 

8,012 


"  From  our  neraonal  knowledge  of  the  aettle menta  in  and 
aronnd  the  abore  plaoea,  we  haTe  no  heritation  In  aajlnc 
that  the  great  balk  of  theae  rotea  were  flrandulent;  ana 
taking  into  Tiew  the  other  palpable  bat  leaa  importaat 
firanda,  we  IM  aafe  in  saying,  that  of  the  wbcde  rote  ptdled, 
not  oTer  two  thooaaad  were  legal  Totaa  polled  by  theotlaana 
of  the  territory." 

But  assuming  this  election  to  have  been  fiur 
and  valid,  although  not  held  and  conducted 
according  to  law,  and  assuming  the  returns  to 
have  been  genuine,  and  the  voters  to  haTe 
been  all  citizens  of  the  territory,  notwith- 
standing the  recent  developments  of  the  enor- 
mous frauds  at  the  polls  and  in  the  returns-— 
assuming  all  this,  let  us  see  how  the  matter 
stands  when  we  compare  the  result  of  the  two 
elections : 

At  the  election  on  the  4th  of  Jaanafy,  the 
minority  agalnat  the  eonatitotlon  waa  .    10y084 

At  the  eleetkm  on  the  21at  of  Deeember,  tha 
jority  in  finTor  of  the  eonatitntion,  aa  preaantad 


BbowiDf  A 
tknia  on  conuMuriaoB 
atea«lHML  iHa  snpoi 


maioAfy  agalnat  the  eonaClta- 
OT  the  ratoma  of  the  two 
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If,  from  thiscalcalation,  we  deduct  the  fraud- 
ulent votes,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
presiding  officers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  le- 
gislature, who  were  present  at  the  opening  of 
uie  polls  and  the  counting  of  the  votes,  b}*  the 
invitation  of  the  president  of  the  convention, 
and  we  have  a  majority  of  more  than  eight 
thousand,  or  four  to  one  of  all  the  legal  vo- 
ters of  Kansas  in  opposition  to  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  manner  in  which  the  advocates  of  the 
Leconipton  constitution  hope  to  avoid  the  force 
of  tliis  ovcrwhohninj;  verdict  n«iJiinst  it  bv  t!io 
people  of  Kansas,  is  cxphiineil  in  the  IjI- 
lowing  pa.s:>age  from  the  recent  special  mes- 
sage of  the  IVesiilent  of  the  United  States, 
which  contains  all  that  he  says  on  the  subject: 

"It  Id  propor  that  I  i<hnnlil  briofly  rufor  to  the  el«»ct|i'>n 
held  uudt>r  an  iict  nf  tho  U-rritoriHl  li>)(l-«!Htiir»}.  (*\\  thi*  Hrtit 
MonJjiy  of  JaiiiiMry  iHst.  on  tl:*'  T.«*f<)nipt<in  ronstitiitiim. 
nils  t'l'Ttlon  wn»  lu'ld  jiftor  thn  trrritory  h.i«l  Imt-n  pn^panKl 
for  admi-vlon  into  tht;  Uni(»n  an  a  wivereiurn  !<titt«.  and  wlti-n 
no  authority  exl-^tM  in  thv  t'Tfitorial  le^isilntun;  whicli 
eonld  |»<»s*il»ly  di*j«troy  its  exi»t>*n(*«*  or  cbKn',;c'  Its  rhnnictiT. 
Tbe  vlrK^tion,  which  wnt  iM-ncvahly  cHuluotetl  under  my 
loittruciioiiii,  involved  a  HtranKi'  inconMstom'y.  A  Inr);<* 
majority  of  the  p<'r.«on8  who  vot^rd  a;;:iinhl  llie  lATonipton 
ronfititntion  wer**.  at  the  vi-ry  mime  time  and  pln<v.  ruco;;- 
ntiintr  ilB  THiid  oxi::ifiiiH!  in  tiif*  moft  Kjlonin  and  authentic 
manner,  hy  voting  nniler  its  provisions.  I  li.ive  yet  receivud 
no  offlri.il  inrorniutioQ  of  the  rf'>--ult  of  thii  ele<'titn." 

It  is  to  1)0  re^rcttod  that,  on  the  2d  day  of 
February,  the  President  had  received  no<ilIicial 
inf  )rii)atit>n  of  the  result  of  the  eloctiuu  held 
on  the  4th  day  uf  January,  which  were  piilj- 
lishcd  in  tlie  **  proclamation  "  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  wore  republished  in  the  newspa- 
pers of  this  city  and  of  \<nv  York  as  early  as 
the  30ih  of  JauuMry,  from  which  prix-laiiiation 
tho  IVoiloiit  Would  have  lortrnti.l,  if  ho  had 
recoi\C'd  it,  that  the  penpio  u{  Kan^iis  hail  re- 
pudiiitod  antl  rcjoctiMJ  tlio  l^c^'unptnn  constitu- 
tion by  more  than  t!*n  thonsaiid  majority  at 
that  eloi'tioTi.  It  s'.'oms,  howovrr,  that  the 
Prc*jitl(.Mit  attairlu's  no  importauiM.'  t  >  this  over- 
whelming viito  of  tlio  peoplo  a;^:iiii>t  tlio  i-on- 
stitution,  fur  tho  ri'a>*on  that  he  .»^u])p:isi^s  "  this 
election  was  lieM  afi'T  tli"  torritorv  had  l;oon 
prepjired  for  adnii'^.vion  into  tho  I'ninn  ns  a 
sovereign  state,  and  wlioii  no  antlitirity  cxlsrrd 
in  tho  torrit'>ri:\l  lo;:i-ilatiir(;  whioli  nmld  po*;- 
siblv  dostruy  its  oxi«.ton«'o  nr  r!iiii::;o  iu  rliar- 
acter.''  JJy  what  au'!i  niiv  had  tin'  ti'rrltorv 
boon  proparoil  It.r  adrni^'^ion  lnt>»tiM'  I'ninn'.'' 
Certainly  not  by  tlio  iiutli'irity  (f  < '.»ii.:;r«.'-^, 
for  1  have  already  ^Il')^v:l  il;;'.t  (.'i.uirn.*>s  wiili- 
held  its  assent  wln'n  a-^he  1  by  rn-.^idcnt 
Pierce,  in  a  special  nn?s^:\;^e,  to  jL^rant  if.  AVa^ 
it  bv  authority  of  tho  t"rritoriiil  h'^ri.-lato.re? 
It  is  a  pornliar  din'trim'  iliat  a  territorial  h';^is- 
hiture  may  as.-emblo  a  eonvtMiti-JU  withoni  the 
assent  of  LNmgre.ss.  and  empower  the  eon\eii- 
tion,  when  a^sonibh?.!,  to  al>ro;r;,f,)  or  inipair 
the  authority  of  tho  tiTritorial  ;:oyernnient 
established  by  (.''■)n;ri*e>^,  of  ■which  tli^  lo;risla- 
turo  is  a  Constituent  part.  Tliis  (luosiion  d'les 
not  now  arise  for  I  lie  lirsl  time  in  the  history 
of  our  country.  It  aro.-so  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  .Iiiekson,  on  the  right  of  the 
territorial  legislature  of  Arkansas  *'  to  prepare 
tiiat  territory  for  admission  into  tho  Union  as 


a  Rovereign  state,  without  anj  express  aathoi^ 
ity  from  Congress  ;**  and,  after  mature  delib^ 
ration,  General  Jackson  delivered  the  decision 
of  his  administration  upon  the  pro{>o8ition, 
through  Mr.  Butler,  his  Attorney-General.  1 
quote  from  the  opinion  : 

**Ti»  aoppo^e  that  the  Idrlrfntive  powers  fcrantcid  to  th« 
(lifPHml  A^xenihly  include  the  authority  to  ahroimte.  alter, 
or  modify  the  territoriiil  ):;iivernment  ettabliithod  by  tb«  ut 
of  Conirn*flg,  and  of  whii*h  thn  A<i<iemhly  ii*  a  ronctUiMnt 
part,  would  \w  manifestly  absurd.  Tlie  iii-t  of  Ponnrwii,  m 
(kr  aK  it  in  rootii^tent  with  the  Conxtltntion  of  the  United 
State!«  and  with  the  treaty  hy  which  tlie  territory,  an  n  part 
of  I<i'iui'<iiina,  wan  (tnled  to  th"  United  States  i*  the  Hupreme 
law  of  the  territory;  it  iit  paramount  to  thf^  powi*rof  tiM 
tfrritorini  ltvit«laturo,  and  ran  only  tin  reToktnl  or  altered  hy 
tlf  .niiihorily  from  which  it  enii'mateil.  Tho  Oennral  A% 
Hi'ml'Iy  ami  the  people  of  tli»>  territory  an?  a»  murh  bound 
by  its  pmviidonii,  and  as  inrnpabli*  of  nbroiratinif  th«ai,  m 
the  le<;islature«  and  people  of  the  American  Stat""  are  bound 
by  and  ine)i|i.nble  of  abro^atiu}?  the  C<in>tttution  of  the 
IJnitod  Stat<'R.  It  i<  nlno  a  mnxim  of  uniterAal  law,  that 
when  a  particular  thine  i^  pr>hi^iti^l  by  law.  all  meana, 
nttenipts.  or  c«>ijtriTan'*e8  to  ctTecl  hucIi  thintt  are  alio  pnv 
lilblte<j.  Consf^iui'ntly,  it  iji  not  {n  the  pow»Tof  the  General 
Apsomttly  of  Arkiinsaii  to  pnM  any  law  for  the  purpoee  of 
electing  mernUirii  to  a  (>onveutii>u  to  form  a  run<«titatlnu 
ami  otate  pivt'rnnunt,  nor  to  do  any  other  art.  ilirectlj  or 
indirectly,  to  create  nuch  new  pivnmm*'nt.  Erery  mich 
law,  ereu  thouirh  it  were  appr>)vt><l  by  the  (^oTrrnor  of  the 
t.-rritory.  wnuli  be  null  and  Ti>id;  it  {)a>Ked  by  them,  notp 
withstanding  liin  Ti^t.o,  by  a  vnfc  (jf  two-thlnJLi  of  earh 
brancli.  it  would  Htill  bo  etiaally  Toi.J." 

Thus  it  appears  that,  under  the  adminbtrfr- 
tion  of  (loneral  Jackstin,  the  doctrine  obtain- 
ed— and  I  have  never  heard  its  correctness 
questioned  until  the  pre-^cnt  st»ssii»n  of  Con- 
gress— that  a  convention  assem]»leil  utjder  the 
authority  of  n  territorial  legislature,  "without 
an  express  autln»rity  from  Congress,"  Inid  no 
right  or  ]>o\vr'r  t«.)  )irepare  tho  territory  for  ad- 
missitin  into  the  l^nion  as  a  sovereign  state, 
and  tlienOiy  ahrogate  or  impair  tin?  authority 
of  the  tiM'jiti.rial  le;:i'<;latiire  ctver  all  rightful 
.'•ulijiH'tH  t'f  lo;:;isl;i'.ion  consistent  with  the 
organic  ai't.  ll'  i\u<  view  of  the  suhiect  be 
(!i>rrect,ir  follow-,  n<M'e.-;arily,  that  theLceump- 
ton  convention,  in  i'lnnin;:  tlie constitution, did 
not  )iy  that  aet,  and  t-ioM  not  l»y  any  aet,  im- 
pair,  dimini'-h,  or  r(-tr;.in  tlpvintliority  of  the 
territorial  le;^«»latur<^ :  and  Ii'mk",  liiat  the  con- 
stitution fttrm'.'d  at  Lei*  'in]»t"n.  ni-d  prcsentcl 
to  (.'  )n;rr'*ss  for  a''f«'pi:inri',  ^lionld  he  coiniil- 
er«''l  and  trj'aU'l  like  any  oi!:rr  memorial  or 

jiiMi'ion,  v.'liicli  C'»n;:re-^  may  a« ]tt  or  rejeet, 

or  di'?re;;ard,  atn'onling  to  tin*  I'arU  and  cir- 
euni»itan<'»v«<  of  thr  ea-e.  Tlii>  ]Miint  was  al** 
•^'•n-i'ier'^'l  and  deriili'il  liy  (o-n'Tal  dacks- ill's 
adminl-^ration  in  the  .\rKin'ja"^i'a^«\a<  appears 
hy  the  f.-llowin^  extrai't  iV.Mn  tlie  j^ame  opinion 
«»i'  Attorn».'y-(ien(?ral  r.ii:I<r: 

"  IJnt  T  am  n'lt  prejr«rf>l  t>»  '■■iv  tliMt  :i"l  pr'>eer*!|n;r«  Cn 
till-'  .-ij'>J<-''t.  iiii  till'  p.irl  '1'  !?!•'  <';'i'>-ti<  )  f  A'k:inM««.  will  ba 
ill"j.il.  Thi'V  nii(l"i:l'f"«Jly  \y^*-  -'S  tl'n-  i'i-,|;n.n«-y  privile;r»«< 
and  iiiunuoitifM  of  ciiiz'-ns  •>['  (lie  I'liitiil  sr.tt'>!V.  Am;ir.{( 
tlu>>'  i>  th«'  ri^lit  nf  thi!  p-.j,!,.  •  pi-.r-i-al'ly  t  •  :i->M'mbli»  anf 
ti)  (ii>tilii'<ii  till'  ;:'>Ni>rniii''iit  I'l-r  IIh'  r'-lr--*  i-r  irrii'Tiucf".' 
In  tlie  i'Xi'n  I'-e  t>f  tliH  ri  lit.  iln-  ii.M^I>ii  Mit»  of  Arkanfuui 
nijiy  pi'iii-iMl.ly  mr>-t  to.-cilii.-r  it»  {>niii.iry  a^^<MiiMU-4.  or  in 
ciiriv«'iiti'tn-<  cli.ivn  \>\  •n.h  ji'-  nil- :■■-.  f-r  tb-  ].|]'P'i-it^  tT 
]Mtiti-iiiin-/ ronirre-.-i  t-»  .'ilin'.Mti*  th--  ♦•  :-iil-iiil  :rt>vi'rnuii'nt. 
and  to  itiliiiit  thi-m  into  flip  l';ii'in  :i-  ;in  iii<li'p'H'l<*nt  r<ra(#. 
The  ii.irtliiil.ir  t.niu  wbirh  tlu'v  m;iy  ^wr  tn  tluir  petition 
caiiniit  1m-  ni:i'«'ri.al,  s-t  hm-j^  as  tl-.i-y  ouitlne  therai'^'lTni  to 
th«  niiTe  ri/lit  of  pi>tiii'>nin-.;.  aoii  r<>niln<-t  all  thHr  pro 
oi>cdin'.;«  in  a  (••'uci-.-tltb*  in.tnnfr.  An^l  a^  the  |^>wer  uf  (\iq» 
^ri-Hn  ov«'r  til'!  wh'ib-  Nnlij>>i-i  [•*  plenary  and  unlimited, 
they  mar  ai'rej»t  any  euntiitutiun.  Imwi-vHr  framed,  which, 
in  their  Judgnieot)  mcetf  the  tcnu  "/  th^  peufU  h  be  mgkOi^ 
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bifiL  It  tb«r«f(»r».  the  riUxeoii  of  Arkanmi  think  proper 
to  ATCompnuj  th<'ii  petition  by  a  written  roimtitutioD, 
ftMBvd  ami  asreeil  on  hj  thefr  prininry  HMpnibliefi,  or  by 
Aeonvvntiou  tif  delezatcfi  rhi>M>n  by  auch  a!i-4«niblie!«,  I  per^ 
ethrv  no  leirnl  t>bji.'«  linn  to  their  power  ti»  tlo  80,  nor  to  any 
mm^nnii  Mliirh  mHV  lie  tnk<*n  to  r()II»<'t  the  fem^n  of  the 

rpl«>  in  ni|H*4>t  ^>  It:  provi.led.  alwavii.  tliat  kucIi  moaxaret 
c«>tnmeii«>il  nnd  pr>»iocut4>«l  in  a  ptMrnuLJo  manner,  in 
>trict  s:hi'niinatii-ii  to  Vte  cxislin{j  trrrif-'hul  fftrrfrninml,  and 
m entire  $Hb»cr\i€ncy  to  the  p"t(^r of  Ojiigreu  to  ueUtpt,  rtjed, 
ur  diMrfffanl  them,  at  their  f.-lr  tsurf. 

"It  »*,  h'lwever,  very  ol»vi.iu<  thnt  all  m(>ai«ure«  com- 
menoed  an<l  pnitd-futed  with  h  iIi'-i;;ii  tn  Kubverl  tlin  terri- 
torial tR>r«ruineiit.  and  to  eotAt^lihli  uihI  put  in  force  in  its 
plnen  a  new  government,  wilhi  ut  th«*  ronnent  of  0<ini;n>i:ii, 
vllt  be  unlawful.  Th«  lawv  ental.li.-hiiiK  Hie  territorial  >co- 
Taroment  mast  continue  in  force  until  abri)gnteil  hy  Con- 
flow; and,  in  the  meantimH,  it  will  In*  the  duty  of  the 
gnvernor,  and  of  all  the  territorial  offliwrK.  a":  WbU  a*  of  the 
ritraident,  to  take  care  that  they  are  faithfully  exurutvl." 

If  we  apply  the  princi files  to  Kansas  which 
received  the  tianction  of  (ioneral  JnoksDn  and 
his  administration  in  the  Arkansas  caso,  it  he- 
oomes  apparent  that  the  I^ecfjnipton  convention 
had  the  ri;;ht  to  asseiul)le  under  tlie  fmitection 
of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  wliich  seizures  to  the  people  the  right 
••  peaceahlj  to  assemble,  au<l  to  petition  jcov- 
emment  for  the  redress  of  grievances  ;"  and, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  petition,  they 
might  pray  **  Congress  to  abrogate  the  tern- 
t:>rial  govcrnniont,  and  to  admit  them  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  state,"  provided 
•*they  conline  themselves  to  the  mere  right  of 
petitioning,  and  the  con.'^titution  enclosed  in 
their  petition  fn^cfs  thf.  sense  of  the  people  to  he 
affected  btj  it,"  and  also  that  "such  mea^^ures 
be  commenced  and  pr.isfVMitj'd  in  a  ]M'a<'cabIe 
manner,  in  ^ftnct  subonlimifion  to  tin:  exiatinrj 
territorial  g(fvcrnmenf,  and  in  cnfir*i  suhservi- 
ency  to  the  power  of  Cowjrvss  to  ailupt^  '"'./''V,  or 
disregard  them  at  their  jdmsurt ;"  but  that  said 
convention  cuuM  n<>t  estal»lish  a  government, 
or  ordain  a  constituti»»n,  or  dt)  any  other  act, 
under  pretence  of  **  prcpaiing  tiie  territory  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  state," 
calculated  or  inrcnded  to  !i))''ogato.  im]>air,  or 
restrain  the  lcgi>Iative  power  of  ihe  territory 
overall  rightful  sul)jects  of  kvi.-'lation  t'on^ist- 
ent  with  the  organic  a«'t.  If  the-e  principles 
be  sound — if  the  dturtritie  of  (o'lieral  Jsi'-kson's 
administration  in  the  Arkansas  case  Ixj  correct. 
the  President  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  Lecomptou  c^-nvcntion  tlid.  or  r«»uld  do. 
any  act  depriving  tlnj  tcrritt»rial  legislature  of 
the  power  and  right  to  pass  a  la'.v  relV'rring  the 
constitution  to  a  vite  of  tin?  people  (»n  the 
4th  of  fJanuary.  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
the  essential  and  all-i:nportant  fact  whether  it 
'•  meets  th'i  S'  n^r  uf  ihi  pro  pie  to  he  affected  fnf 
it,"  The  y)ower  of  the  territorial  legislature 
over  the  wliole  subject  was  as  full  and  abso- 
lute  on  the  17th  <lay  of  December,  when  the 
law  was  enacted  pmviding  f«>r  the  submission 
of  the  constitution  to  the  people  at  the  election 
on  the  4th  of  January,  as  it  was  on  the  10th 

• 

day  of  February,  18'»7,  when  the  legislature 
passed  the  in-t  calling  the  Lecompton  conven- 
tion into  existence.  The  convention  was  the 
creature  of  the  territorial  legislature,  was 
calle<l  into  existence  by  its  mandate,  derived 
whatever  power  it  possessed  from  its  enact- 
ment, and  was  bound  to  conduct  all  its  pro- 


ceedings "  in  strict  nthordinaiion  to  (he  existing 
territorial  gotemment"  as  well  as  " in  entire 
subserviency  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt, 
reject,  or  disregard  them  at  their  plea.sure." 
Such  being  the  case,  whenever  the  legislature 
ascertainetl  that  the  convention,  whose  exist- 
ence depended  upon  its  will,  had  devised  a 
scheme  to  force  a  constitution  upon  the  people 
without  their  consent,  and  without  any  author* 
ity  from  Congress,  and  which  was  believed  to 
be  repugnant  to  the  feelings  and  hostile  to  tlie 
interests  of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  it,  ii 
became  their  imperative  duty  to  interpose  and 
exert  the  authority  conferred  upon  them  by 
Congress  in  the  organic  act,  and  arrest  ana 

J)revent  the  consummation  of  the  scheme  be- 
bre  it  had  gone  into  operation.  The  legisla- 
ture deserves  credit  for  the  promptness,  wisdom, 
and  justice  which  characterizea  its  proceeding 
in  tbisrespect.  The  members  wcrefamiliar  with 
the  wislies  of  the  people,  having  been  elected 
after  the  Lecompton  convention  assembled,  and 
l>eforc  it  concluded  its  labors,  and  at  the  end 
of  an  exciting  canvass,  in  which  the  origin  and 
organizatitm  of  the  convention,  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  delegates  were  eleei- 
ed,  and  their  pledge  to  submit  the  constitution 
to  the  people  for  ratification  or  rejection,  and 
the  various  provisi(ms  which  were  to  be  incor- 
porated into  the  constitution,  were  all  fully  and 
freely  discussed  bv  both  parties  before  the 
people.  The  legislature  not  only  passed  the 
act  of  the  17th  of  December,  authorizing  the 
people  to  vote  for  or  against  the  constitution 
l)eforc  it  shciuld  be  sent  to  Congress  for  acceptr 
ance,  but,  in  order  to  prevent  any  action  oy 
Ccmgress  bef«)ro  the  p(»ople  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  their  wishes  known  in 
an  authoritative  and  legal  form,  the  following 
»reamble  and  resolutions  were  adopte<l,  as  pub- 
islipd  in  the  public  prints,  by  the  unanimoos 
vote  of  the  two  houses : 


f 


"  TV'-  nn}U  nnd  Jf-int  r-'AnJufi'm*  in  rrlaium  to  Vie  omttitMtitm 
fr,x  ml  ut  h  •v.Hij'.'..n,  Katim*  territory,  on  the.  Ith  dtt^  of 

^Omnfjrr,  l"v."i7. 

*•  W'hrr^flf  a  Kinnll  minority  of  th^  people  lirlnff  in  nto^' 
t'^en  of  th>!  tliirtyH-izbt  oounticfl  of  this  territory  availad 
t)i«-uiM-lvi>fl  of  u  i.l^v  whi<*h  iMiabliil  them  to  olwtruct  and 
<)Hf(>nt  n  fair  i>xpri>«<nion  of  tin'  y>opu1ar  will,  did.  by  the  odkms 
;ind  o{i|ire»-siro  ap|iliruii<-'ii  of  the  proTisioni  and  partiflaa 
niafbinory  of  Kiiil  law,  jTM'uro  the  return  of  the  wholf 
nurolier  of  tin*  d»le.:atcs  of  the  conntltutional  oonTentka 
recently  a!*-«enjblrti  at  I.i'oiiiiipion: 

'•And  irhirms.  by  r»'nsMii  oT  the  defective  proTiiionii  of 
^aUl  Inw,  in  i^onncxion  with  th«  nef^loct  and  minconduct  of 
thi>  aiithorilit*«  rhnr>;ed  with  the  cxivution  of  the  name,  the 
ptKtple  liTin;;  witbin  thf>  reinninini^  nineteen  ranntiesof  the 
territory  wi>ro  not  pt«rmitto<l  to  return  delpj^iiteti  to  aaid  coi^ 
vcntion.  wi'r«>  not  r«TO(;ttiH<><l  in  itn  ortranization,  or  in  anj 
other  feuff*  bcanl  or  felt  iu  iti*  d«>lU>«>rationii : 

"'And  tr't'rf-iis  it  in  .111  axiom  in  pii:itir>al  ethics  that  ibt 
pcopl**  i-Min  >t  l-4>  ib>privisi  of  thrir  rights  by  Iho  negligence 
or  nii"'i'«>n«itn"t  of  pnblic  nftici'n': 

"And  lohtmut  a  minority— to  wit:  twenty  eiccht  only  of 
the  sixty  momWrii  tjf  wiid  r«'nv»'ntion — have  attHmptcd,  by 
an  unworthy  contrivanrf,  to  imptni*  upon  the  whole  peopw 
of  tliix  terri't/»ry  a  con!«titution  without  consulting  thMtIr 
wi2<hi>s.  and  a^'iiiutit  tliuir  will: 

*'Attd  vfherfti*  X\\f  inenil)eni  of  mUl  convention  baTo 
rofn*'tNt  to  Kiibmit  thi-ir  action  f^r  the  approval  or  dln^ 
pmral  of  the  Totcn  of  the  t«>rritory,  and  In  thus  acUof 
hare  dcflctl  the  known  will  of  ulae-tenths  of  the  Totots 
thereof: 

^  And  wJier-'OM  the  action  of  a  frafment  of  mid  fonTO» 
tion.  reprfNenting  an  thny  did  a  small  minority  of  the  TOtan 
of  the  territory,  repndUtes  and  crushes  ont  the  dlatlnetlvt 
prlklplo  of  tbo  *Nobnaka-KaiMM  act,'  Md  ykMm 


m 


nfimtinoAL  imMOK. 


fttn  tb»  IbTMolBf  itelMMBtcrfteti,  It 
■I  tte  ptoptelutT*  Boi  btM  bA  *flw  to 

'vifalatollMlrdaaMliolutftatloai  teChilr  ova 

VHT,' tail  as  tfM  OQBtnry,  at  «ftnr  ilact  1&  tlM  MMNiwIow 
9knamiltt^  vnUid*  tb«y  bat*  mm  pMfmtad  ftram  ao 

^%  «  A«WSm«  iwoImI  ty  flhriPMMiMr  Md  %Mi<A» 

H^  ^  JriimrTt  UrrUorjf,  Tbat  tlw  paopl*  of  KanaM 

opMM  to  add  eonatitvtioii,  CtoagTHa  haa  BO  rifbttal 

r  uBdar  It  to  atait  Mid  territory  Into  tlw  UbIob  aa  a 

itoti^  and  tha  rt|»nM&tatlrca  of  uid  people  do  barely',  to 

tttlr  nana,  and  on  their  tx^uU;  eoianinij  protaat  agalntt 


•JBwiltiid,  That  aoAaeUonott  the  part  of  Oonfreeiwoald, 
ft  tha  jndipBant  of  tha  member*  of  this  legUatlTa  eaeem 
1^1  ba  an  antlre  abandonment  of  tba  dnetrina  of  non4ntai>> 
HBlJMi  In  thaaflktra  of  tha  taniiocj»  and  a  anbetttntlon  In 
kk  atiad  idvttimmiiiontl  Intarrentlon  In  behalf  of  a  minorltj 
jigml  hi  11  ¥n-F^tir-  -"^r-r*  ^  ^'*^*  ^"^^  -V*  ^^^  -^ 
fiSfta  righto  af  the  auOMlty* 

~  that  tha  people  of  Kanma  territory  dafan  the 


ilAtft  throimh  a  legal  and  fldr  ezpnarion  of  tha  will  of  a 
SSdtHlf  ofbir  dllMBB,  to.Ainn  and  mtofi  a  eonatttntton 


.f  JMiiiari^  That  tha  joremor  of  thia  territory  ba  reqneatad 

to  ftrwsrd  ft  eopy  of  tha  IbrMtoIng  preamble  and  rMolntlona 

to  tha  PMldent  of  tha  United  Statia,  tha  PrMidant  of  the 

■atob  the  fl!peaker  of  the  Honae  of  BemeeaBtaUveai  and 

tin  nalmete  In  Oongraai  from  the  territory." 

In  the  fkoe  of  all  these  eYidenoee  that  the 
Leoompton  oonstitation  is  not  the  act  of  the 
people  of  Kansas,  and  does  not  embody  their 
^HU ;  that  it  was  fbrmed  bj  a  eonTention 
etooted  nnder  an  act  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ttotbt  without  the  oonsent  of  Congress ;  that 
the  sizty  del^iates  composing  the  conrention 
wefe  o&een  py  nineteen  or  the  thirtj-eigfat 
eonnties  in  the  territory,  wliile  the  other  nine- 
teen oonnliee  were  entirely  disfiranohised, 
without  any  fitnlt  of  their  own,  by  the  failare 
or  refosal  of  the  officers,  whose  daty  it  was, 
under  the  law,  to  take  a  censas  and  register 
the  voters  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  vote  for 
deleeates ;  that  the  mode  of  sabmission  to  the 
people  fbr  "ratification  or  rejection,"  as  pre- 
■oriDed  hj  the  eonTention,  was  such  as  to 
lender  it  imnossible  for  the  people  to  reject  it, 
for  it  allowea  no  person  to  vote  who  would  not 
tote  for  the  constitation,  and  excluded  from 
the  polls  all  persons  who  desired  to  vote 
against  it ;  that  the  only  reason  assigned  or 
believed  to  exist  for  not  allowing  the  people  to 
TOte  against  the  constitution,  as  well  as  tor  it, 
is,  that  a  large  majorit;^  of  the  people  were 
known  to  be  opposed  to  it,  and  would  have  re- 
Jeebsd  it  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  if 
uieyhad  been  allowed  an  opportunity;  that 
the  mode  of  submitting  the  "  slavery  article" 

*  was  such  that  no  man  was  permitted  to  vote 
,/br  making  ELansas  a  slave  state  unless  he 
would  Vote  for  the  oonstitution  at  the  same 

.  tim^  nor  was  any  man  permitted  to  vote 
agauut  making  Kansas  a  slave  state  unless  he 
would  also  vote  fir  the  oonstitution ;  that  by 
this  system  of  tnckery  in  the  mode  of  submis- 
sion, a  large  maiority,  probably  amounting  to 
Ibur-fifths  of  all  the  lesal  voters  of  Kansas, 
were  disfranchised  and  excluded  from  the 
polls  on  the  2Ist  of  December ;  that  in  order  to 
pevent  the  ii\justice  and  wrong  intended  to 
M  perpetrated  by  the  trickery  resorted  to  in 
Ifaii  i^ide  of  submission,  and  to  seeure  in 
jriaoa  of  it  a  fidr  and  hcmetl  eleoti<m,  the 
ttfgi§khuw^  CO  the  17th  of  DoosHiber,  pasaeda 


law  protidiag  Ibr  Badi  an  eieellon^s»iht4th 
day  of  January,  ai  whidi  the  wM*  paopb 
shonld  liave  an  opportunity,  freely  and  sneov 
ditionallT,  to  vote  ftr  or  agunst  the  eoostfttt^ 
tion,  ana  ibr  or  against  the  slavery  atMe,  as 
they  pleased ;  that,  at  said  eleotion,  %  nu^jorilf 
of  more  than  ten  thousand  of  the  l^gal  voteni 
of  Kansas  repudiated  and  r^eoted  the  Leeoi 
ton  oonstitution ;  that  the  election  en  Uw 
of  January  was  lawftil  and  valid,  having  b  . 
fairly  and  honestly  oonduoted,  under  and  !■ 
pursuance  of  a  vaud  law,  whieh  the  PlBsJUslit 
was  not  only  bound  to  respeot»  bnt  to  aea  ftM^ 
fully  executed,  the  same  as  all  otibsr  teiitoi 
rial  laws  whidi  are  not  ineoosisteal  witli  ilH 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  Stales  and  Hiaar* 
ganio  act  of  the  territory ;  that  tlie  eleeiioB  «i 
tiie  21st  of  December  was  not  valid  aall 
binding  on  the  people  of  the  territoffjt  ibrlhe 
reason  that  it  was  not  held  in  pnwaanei  flf 
any  law  of  the  territory  or  or  Uio  IMM 
States,  nor  under  the  authority  of  aay  hbdj 
of  men  duly  authorised  to  make  lawa*  1 1^ 
peat,  that  in  the  faoe  of  all  theee  fhels^  itev» 
ing  conclusively  that  the  Leoomplon  ooaalil» 
tion  is  not  the  act  and  deed  of  the^peo]^  off 
Kansas,  and  does  not  embody  thsor  ww^'ise 
are  told  bv  the  President  of  the  United  flMM 
that "  to  the  people  of  Kansas  theen^piaetf 
oal  difference  between  admission  or  maetfaa 
depends  simply  upon  the  faot  wlietliev  thif 
can  themselves  more  speedily  ohaage  Am  psa^ 
sent  oonstitution,  if  it  does  not  aoeer^  '^^*^ 
the  will  of  the  majority,  or  frame  a 
constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  Oongresa 
after." 

There  is  a  "practical  differenoe^frr 
important  than  the  mere  question  of  ttau 
there  are  principles  involved  infinitely 
important  than  tne  practical  differenee. 

There  is  a  serious  difference  in  praetiee  as 
well  as  in  principle,  whether  the  people  of 
Kansas  shall  be  permitted  to  make  anaadopl 
the  oonstitution  under  which  they  are  to  five^ 
and  with  which  they  are  to  be  received  vohm- 
tarily  into  the  Union,  or  whether  Oongresi 
will  force  them  into  the  Unicm  againeb  their 
will,  and  with  a  constitution  which  they  have 
repudiated  by  an  overwhelming  majoniy  of 
their  votes  at  a  fair  election  hela  in  jpufaaanee 
of  law,  and  then  maintain  it  by  fbderal  baf^ 
nets. 

If  it  be  true,  as  represented  by  the  IVeei 
dent,  that  *'  ever  since  the  period  of  my  [Uel 
inauguration,  a  large  portion  of  the  people  m 
Kansas  have  been  in  a  state  of  rebc^Uon 
against  the  [territorial]  government;^  Halt 
"they  have  never  acknowledged,  bat  ham 
constantiy  renonnced  and  defiSl  the  govai»» 
ment  to  which  they  owe  allegianoe,  and  Imva 
been  all  the  time  in  a  state  of  iiisista»i 
ajB;unst  its  authority ;"  that  "  they  woaM  kny 
smce  have  subverted  it,  had  it  not  beea  pfl>- 
teoted  from  their  assaults  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  States ;"  that  Governor  Walker  ~  mm- 
sidered  at  least  two  thousand  tioope,  under 
the  oommand  of  General  Hamey,  weia  ■aoai*« 
aaiy  Ibr  this  porpoee  ,*'' and  thai  ••!  [Iha  Bki* 
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ndent]  have  been  oblieed,  in  some  degree,  to 
interfere  with  the  expedition  to  Utah,  in  order 
to  keep  down  rebellion  in  Kansas  \" — ^I  repeat, 
that  if  these  statements  be  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial representation  of  the  character,  feelings, 
and  purposes  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  does  it 
follow,  as  a  logical  and  natural  consequence 
from  these  premises,  that  '*  the  speedj  admis- 
non  of  Kansas  into  the  Union"  with  a  consti- 
tation  to  which  they  are  unalterably  opposed, 
tnd  which  they  have  repudiated  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  tneir  voters  at  a  fair 
doction  held  in  pursuance  of  law,  **  would  re- 
store peace  and  quiet  to  the  whole  country ;" 
that  "  domestic  peace  will  be  the  happy  con- 
neqoenoe  of  ite  admission/'  and  that  **  I  [the 
li^resident]  shall  then  be  enabled  to  withdraw 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  from  Kansas, 
and  employ  them  on  other  branches  of  service 
where  tney  are  much  needed/'  If  it  be  true, 
as  alleged,  that  *'  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  Kansas  are  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against 
the  government,"  and  that  the  rebels  so  far 
outnumber  the  law-abiding  citizens  that  they 
would  *'  long  since  have  subverted  the  territo- 
rial government,  had  it  not  been  protected 
from  their  assaults  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  that  '*  they  have  all  the  time 
been  endeavoring  to  subvert  it,  and  to  estab- 
lish a  revolutionary  government"  in  its  place ; 
tnd  that  **  up  till  this  moment  the  enemies  of 
the  existing  government  still  adhere  to  their 
revolutionary  plans  and  purposes  with  trea- 
sonable pertinacity  ;" — if  these  allegations,  so 
gravely  set  forth  by  the  President  in  his  spe- 
cial message,  be  true,  do  they  furnish  satisfac- 
tory eviaence  to  authorize  tlie  belief  or  even 
grounds  for  hope  that  *'  the  speedy  admission 
of.  Kansas  into  the  Union,"  with  the  Lecomp- 
ton  constitution,  "  would  restore  peace  and 
quiet  to  the  whole  country,"  and  that  '*  do- 
mestic peace  will  be  the  happy  consequence 
of  its  aamission  ?" 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  President  does 
not  seem  to  comprehend  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  controversies  which  have  so  un- 
happily disturbed  the  peace  and  marred  the 
prosperity  of  Kansas,  and  the  grounds  upon 
ishicn  they  claimed  to  be  justified  in  the  course 
they  have  pursued.  During  the  whole  period 
from  the  SOth  of  March,  1855,  when  the  first 
annual  election  was  held  for  members  of  the 
legislature  and  other  oflEiccrs  in  that  territory, 
until  the  general  election  on  the  first  Monday 
of  October,  1857,  the  Free-State  party,  so- 
called,  did  boldly,  firmly,  and  persistently  re- 
fuse to  reoognise  the  territorial  legislature  of 
Kansas  ag  a le^lly  and  duly  constituted  legis- 
lative bodv,  with  authority  to  pass  laws  which 
vrere  valia  and  binding  on  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas, for  the  reason,  as  they  alleged,  that  the 
members  of  that  legislature  were  not  elected 
by  the  people  of  Kansas,  but  were  elected  by 
lour  or  five  thousand  citizens  of  the  adjoining 
state  of  Missouri,  who  are  said  to  have  in- 
vadiKl  the  territory  on  the  day  and  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  day  of  election,  and,  dividing 
.theiBselves  into  small  parties,  and  threading 


over  all  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  territory^ 
took  possession  of  the  polb  and  drove  away 
the  peaceable  legal  voters,  and  thus  forced  a 
legislature  upon  the  people  of  Kansas  against 
their  will,  and  in  violation  of  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act. 

These  are  the  allegations  and  grounds  of 
justification  urged  by  the  Free  State  party  in 
Kansas  during  the  period  to  which  I  have 
referred.  It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose 
to  inquire  how  far  these  allegeitions  are  sus- 
tained by  the  facts,  nor  what  number  of  the 
election  districts  were  controlled  by  these  ille- 
gal votes,  nor  the  principles  of  law  applicable 
to  the  facts,  or  the  legal  conclusions  properlj 
resulting  from  them.  These  questions  were 
all  fully  considered  and  elaboratelj  discussed 
by  me  in  a  report  from  this  committee  on  the 
Izth  of  March,  1856.  I  refer  to  them  now, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  re-opening  that  discus- 
sion, or  of  changing  the  conclusions  to  which 
I  then  arrived,  but  with  the  view  of  showing 
upon  what  grounds  the  Free-State  party  claim- 
ea  that  they  were  justified  in  with  holding  their 
allegiance  to  the  territorial  government  until 
a  fair  opportunity  was  afforded  the  people 
of  the  territory  to  elect  their  own  legislature^ 
in  pursuance  of  tlie  organic  law ;  and  that 
from  the  day  on  which  the  members  elected 
in  October,  assembled  and  organized  as  a  le* 
gislative  body,  all  the  opponents  of  the  Le- 
compton  constitution  have  recognised  the  ter- 
ritorial government  as  valid  and  legitimate, 
acknowled^ng  their  allegiance  to  it,  and  their 
determination  and  duty  to  sustain  and  sup- 
port it.  The  October  election  became  a  memo- 
rable period  in  the  history  of  Kansas,  for  the 
additional  reason  that  it  marks  the  date  when 
the  Locomptonites  changed  their  whole  line 
of  policy,  and  formed  the  scheme  of  forcing 
the  constitution  on  the  people  without  their 
consent,  and  of  subverting  the  authority  of 
the  territorial  legislature  without  the  consent 
of  Gonsress.  Up  to  this  period  it  had  been 
generally  understood  and  conceded  that  the 
convention  had  been  called  for  the  purpose  of 
framing  a  constitution,  and  submittmg  it  to  the 
people  for  ratification  or  rejection,  and  of 
sending  it  to  Congress  for  acceptance,  only  in 
the  event  it  should  be  first  ratified  by  a  minor- 
ity of  all  the  legal  voters  of  the  territorr. 
Upon  this  point  there  is  no  room  for  douDt 
that  the  President  and  his  cabinet  concurred  • 
with  the  people  of  Kanstis,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  tho  convention  to  submit  the  constitution  to 
the  people  fairly  and  unconditionally,  for  rati- 
fication or  rejection,  before  it  could  be  consid- 
ered the  act  and  deed  of  the  people  of  Kansas* 
and  that  its  ratification  by  the  people  must  be 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas into  the  Union  by  Congress.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  his  instructions  to  Governor  Walker, 
through  his  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of 
March  30,  said : 

**  When  ra«*h  constitntkm  itaall  b«  aabmltted  to  the  paofl* 
of  tho  territory,  they  matt  be  protected  in  the  axerdae  of 
their  right  of  voting  roft  Oft  agaiust  that  imtnamnt,  end  the 
Mr  ezpramon  of  lh«  pc^nler  will  mwt  not  be  toteunplid 
hy  toad  or  vMtDee.** 
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€k>Temor  Walker,  in  an  official  deftpatch  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  June  2, 
said: 

*'0n  one  point  the  rantiment  of  the  people  it  almost 
unanimooA— that  the  ooniiUtutinn  munt  be  submitted  f!>r 
ratiflratioD  or  n^ectlun  to  a  yote  of  the  people  who  shall  b« 
UmaJUie  residents  of  the  territory  next  ikll.*' 

And  in  hU  inaugural  address  to  the  people 
*)f  Kansas,  Goveruor  Walker  said : 

*•  with  these  Tiews,  mv-H  knnum  to  the  Preridnt  and  oabinfi. 
and  APPftovKD  nr  them,  I  acc<>pt«Hl  the  appuiiitmeot  of 

Syemor  of  Kaiisan.  3I.y  iiirtrucilons  from  thn  PreMdent, 
roagh  the  Secretary  of  Statn,  undfr  date  of  30th  of  March 
Ivt,  sustain  the  *re)(ular  lejdMaturu  of  the  territory  in 
■weniblinn  a  eonyentlon  to  form  a  consUtutinn,'  and  they 
express  the  opinion  of  the  Frei«ldMnt,  that  whiMi  8uch  von- 
iUtation  shall  b«  mbmlttod  to  the  peopht  of  tho  territory. 
they  must  be  protected  in  the  exercise  uf  ihi>ir  right  uf 
▼otinir  for  or  SKsinst  that  inxtrumunt:  atid  tho  fiirexpre^ 
■Ion  of  the  popular  will  must  not  be  interrupted  by  fraud 
Or  yiolenpe.'' 

**Irf.peaL  thrn.  ai  my  chtir  onnvictinn,  thai,  unlfs*  Vte. 
COKVffition  g'lbmit  the  onxHtutOm  to  the  vote  of  all  the  actual 
retiiUnt  tetflfTt  nf  Kansiix,  and  Vie  eJecU'm  be  fairly  and 
fuUUy  ennduei^.  the  coN:tTiTUTio:(  wiu.  bk  and  ouuut  to  bk 
IKJCCTID  BT  Congress." 

These  official  paperf?,  containing  the  most 
solemn  and  unoquivucal  assurances  on  tho 
part  of  the  President,  the  cabinet,  and  tiie 
governor,  that  the  constitution  would  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  for  **  ratijicalion  or  rrjec- 
iio7i"  and  that  in  tho  event  it  shouM  not  be 
submitted,  it  "  will  and  outjht  to  be  rejected  bf/ 
Cong-ress"  were  published  and  spread  bn)ad- 
castover  the  territory,  prior  to  the  election  of 
deleg»ites  to  the  convention,  for  the  purp«)se 
of  satisfying  the  people  that,  although  they 
had  been  unjustly  and  foully  treated  in  the 
apportionment  of  delcgatos  by  the  total  <lis- 
franchisenient  of  nineteen  counties,  ami  the  im- 
perfect and  unfair  re;:;l.stration  of  voters  in  the 
other  ninotJ'on  counties,  yot  this  groat  wrong 
would  not  T)roduce  anv  injurv  in  tlio  end,  {'nv 
the  roas<»n  that  the  convention  wa.s  conipoliod 
to  submit  the  constitution  to  the  pooplo  for 
"ratification  or  rejection,"  and  that  unless  it 
shtJuld  bo  thus  submitted  at  a  fair  election, 
^^thfi  constitution  will  be  and  owjht  to  tje  irjcrfcd 
by  Oongress." 

The  people,  relying  on  these  solemn  plodgos 
of  the  President,  the  cabinet,  and  the  gover- 
nor, supported  by  the  constant  a^^surancos  ot' 
all  the  government  officers  in  the  territory, 
and  affirmed  by  the  Democratic  party,  unani- 
mously, in  their  restdutions  endorsing  the 
poliry  of  Governor  Walker,  and  nominating 
Governor  Uans()m  for  Congress,  and  confirmed 
by  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress, 
who  visitcil  the  territory,  and  gave  similar 
pledges  in  their  speeidies  to  the  people,  were 
lulleil  int^)  a  false  and  fatal  security,  under 
tho  l)elief  that  the  great  wrong  perpetrated 
in  the  apportionment  for  the  election  of  dele- 
gates would  be  corrected  and  rendered  harm- 
less by  the  submission  of  the  constitution  tt)  a 
vote  of  the  people  at  a  fair  electiim  f  »r  ratifira- 
ti(m  or  rejection.  Thus  the  matter  stood  when 
the  election  took  place  on  the  first  Monday  of 
October  last,  and  resulted  in  the  tt)tal  defeat 
•f  the  Democratic  party,  anil  the  triumph  and 
elearlun  of  i*'ree-Stato  men  for  ftie  legislature, 


for  Congress,  and  for  county  officers.  This  elec- 
tion dissipated  the  last  ray  of  hope  on  the  part 
of  the  pro-slavery  men  of  making  Kansas  a 
slaveholding  state  by  a  fair  vote  of  Uie  people  on 
the  ratification  or  rejection  of  the  constitution  for 
the  obvious  reason  that,  while  it  was  conceded 
that  the  whole  of  the  Free-State  party  (so  call- 
ed) would  vote  to  a  man  against  a  pro-slavery 
constitution,  it  was  well  known  that  at  least 
one-half  of  the  Democratic  party  would  vote 
the  same  way  on  that  question,  thus  proving 
by  the  data  Yurnished  by  that  election,  that 
four-fifths,  if  not  nine-tenths,  of  the  people 
were  in  favor  of  making  Kansas  a  free  state. 
The  Leeompton  convention  assembled  and 
organized  on  the  first  Monday  in  September, 
one  month  previous  to  the  election,  and  after 
appointing  the  committee  and  tranHactin;* 
some  preliminary  business,  atljourned  until 
after  the  election  f  »r  the  purpt^se  of  avoiding 
a  division  in  the  Democratic  party  by  disclos- 
ing the  character  of  the  constitution  until 
they  should  ascertain  the  relative  strength  «»f 
parties  in  the  territory.  The  result  of  the 
election  demonstrated,  beyond  all  controversy, 
that  an  immense  majority  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  were  opnosc<l  to  making  Kansas  a 
slave  state,  an«l  that  if  the  ccmvention  framed 
and  presented  a  slave  state  constitution  for  ap- 
proval <»r  <lisapproval,  it  would  inevitably  be 
rejected  at  the  election. 

l-nder  these  circumstances,  the  convention 
determined  that,  instead  of  confr>nning  their 
action  to  the  knc>wn  wishes  of  the  people  of 
Kansas,  they  would  form  a  slave  state  consti- 
tution, and  submit  it  to  the  people  in  such  a 
form  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  re- 
j«'i«t  it,  by  allowing  tliose  to  vote  only  who 
w»»uld  vote  J'or  it,  and  excluding  from  the 
polls  all  who  ]M-oposed  to  vote  against  it.  By 
this  (li>reputable  tri<^k  they  hoped  to  save 
thoHHt'lves,  the  President  and  his  cabinet,  antl 
all  w!io  co-(i|.e.'-atcd  with  them,  from  the  dis- 
grace of  vi« dated  pledges,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  defrauded  the  people  of  Kans:is  of 
th(;  sarred  rig'ots  of  self-government  guaran- 
tei»d  i)y  th'^  or;;anic  act,  by  forcing  a  constitu- 
tion upon  theui  without  their  consent  and 
aiainsr  their  wishes.  It  is  but  iu<«tto  remark 
that  the  moment  this  scheme  of  trickery  and 
fraud  wa-j  [)romnlgated,  a  large  majority  of 
the  l>einocratic  ])arty,  including  the  better 
portion  nf  the  pro-slavery  party,  who  hatl  act- 
ed wifh  the  Ti(»com]>tonites  u]>tothat  time,  in- 
stantly withdrew  tlieir  confidence  an<l  sup- 
port, and  donouncoil  t!io  mea'^ure  as  a  btise 
betrayal  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  The 
Lecomyttonites  were  loyal  to  ttie  territorial 
government  so  long  as  they  filled  the  offi<?e8 
and  controlled  its  ]>()wer,  )>ut  the  moment  they 
were  <lefeated  at  the  «.'h'cti<»n,  and  the  power 
passe«l  into  the  hands  of  their  opponents,  they 
rebelled  a^'ainst  it.  deliecl  its  authoritv,  and 
devised  schomes  to  destroy  its  existence.  Thui 
they  pn)vided:  "This  constitution  shall  take 
eifect  and  be  in  force  from  and  aft«'r  its  ratifi- 
eation  by  the  ]»eople,  as  hcreinl)f?f  )re  pn)vid- 
ed ;"  that  is,  from  and  after  the  election  OD 
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the  21st  of  December,  when  the  people  were 
permitted  to  vote  for  it,  but  not  againat  it.  In 
thifl  mode  the^  proposed  to  abrogate  and  suV 
Tert  the  territorial  government  establinhed  by 
Congress,  by  putting  in  force  a  state  con;«titu- 
tioD  without  the  consent  of  Congress.  What 
is  this  but  rebellion— open,  naked,  undisguis- 
ed rebellion?  Where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween this  and  the  Topeka  movement,  which 
the   President   denounces  as  "  revolutionary 

S)Temment,"  organized  in  defiance  of  the  nu- 
ority  of  the  United  States,  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  suppress  with  the  federal  troops  ?  He 
says :  "  T/iis  Topeka  government^  adhered  to 
wUh  such  treasonable  pertinacity,  is  a  govern- 
ment in  direct  ojyposUion  to  the  existing  govern- 
ment prescribed  and  recognized  by  Congress^ 
Might  not  the  President  have  said,  with  as 
much  fairness  and  justice,  that  **  this  Le- 
compton  constitution,  adhered  to  with  such 
treasonable  pertinacity,  is  a  constitution  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  existing  government 
prescribed  and  recognised  by  Congress  V*  If 
It  be  said  tliat  tiie  Topeka  constitution  was 
framed  and  decUircd  to  be  in  force  without 
the  consent  of  Congress,  and,  therefure,  **  re- 
volutionary," it  may  be  answered,  with  equal 
truth,  that  the  Lecompton  constitution  was 
framed  and  declared  in  force  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  and,  consequently,  *'  revolu- 
tionary," for  the  same  reason.  But  we 
aie  told  that  the  Lecompton  convention  assem- 
bled under  the  authority  of  the  territorial 
legislature.  It  is  true  that  it  commenced  its 
proceedings  under  the  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  terminated  its  actit)n  in  open  rebel- 
lion against  the  authority  of  tlie  legislature. 
When  the  legislature,  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, interposed  its  lawful  authority  to  prevent 
the  Lecompton  constitution  from  going  into 
effect  until  ratified  by  the  people  on  the  4th  of 
January,  and  accepted  by  Congress,  the  Le- 
comptonites  defie<l  the  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature established  by  Congress,  and  treated 
the  law  with  contempt,  refusing  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  it,  or  respect  its  mandates,  or  abide 
by  th«.  decisicms  under  it. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  from  the  time  the 
Lecomptonitcs  lost  possession  of  the  offices 
auder  the  territorial  government  by  a  fair 
eleotioB  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  last, 
in  the  language  of  the  President,  "  they  have 
all  the  time  been  endeavoring  to  subvert  it, 
and  establish  a  revolutionary  government  un- 
der the  so  called  Topeka  (Lecompton)  consti- 
tution in  its  steatl."  So  it  appears  that  the 
Lecompton  constitution,  as  well  as  the  Tope- 
ka constitution,  wtis  declared  to  **  take  effect 
and  be  in  force,"  not  only  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  but  in  defiance  and  con- 
tempt Df  the  authority  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture establisheii  by  Congress.  Hence,  if  it  be 
true  that  the  Topeka  constitution  was  revolu- 
tionary (and  I  nave  always  held  that  it  was 
io],  for  the  reason  thai  it  was  declared  to  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of 
the  territorial  legislature,  it  is  undeniable  thai 


the  Lecompton  constitution  was  "  reTolution 
ary"  for  tne  same  reooon,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  under  the  same 
official  obligation  to  maintain  the  supremacy 
of  the  territorial  law  over  the  Lecompton  con- 
stitution as  he  was  over  the  Topeka  ctmstitu- 
ti(m,  until  Congress  should  otherwise  order  and 
direct.  Upon  what  principles  of  fairness  or 
justice,  then,  can  it  be  urged  that  we  should 
admit  Kansas  into  the  Union  with  the  Le- 
compton constitution?  Certainly  not  upon 
the  ground  that  it  is  the  act  and  deed  of  the 
people  of  Kansas,  and  fairly  embodies  their 
will,  for  it  has  been  conclusively  shown  that 
it  has  been  repudiated  by  the  people,  bv  more 
than  ten  thousand  majority,  at  a  fair  election 
held  in  pursuance  of  a  valid  law.  Not  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  adopted  **  in  strict  sub- 
ordination to  the  existing  territorial  govern- 
ment, and  in  entire  subserviency  to  the  power 
of  Congress  t»)  adopt,  reject,  or  disregara  it  at 
their  pleasure,"  as  was  held  by  General  Jack- 
son, in  the  Arkansas  case,  to  be  necessary,  for 
it  has  been  shown,  beyond  all  controversy, 
that  it  was  declared  to  "  take  effect  and  be  in 
force"  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature,  and  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.  But  the  speedy  admission  of  Kan- 
sas IS  urged  by  the  President  as  '*  a  question 
of  mere  expediency,"  in  order  to  **  restore 
peace  and  quiet  to  the  whole  country,"  and 
prevent  "  a  revival  of  the  slavery  agitation." 
Upon  this  point  the  President  addresses  a 
plausible  and  ingenious  argument  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  anti-slavery  feeling  of  the  country, 
which,  overlooking  the  great  principle  of  self- 
government  involved,  opposes  the  Lecompton 
constitution  mainly  upon  the  ground  that  it 
recognises  and  establishes  slavery  in  Kansas, 
and  IS  willing  to  adopt  the  shortest  and  quickest 
mode  of  abolishing  slavery  and  making  Kansas 
a  free  state.  In  order  to  reconcile  this  anti- 
slavery  feeling  to  the  admission  of  Kansas  un- 
der the  Lecompton  constitution,  the  President 
presents  and  enforces,  by  argument,  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  : 

1st.  That  "  it  has  been  solemnly  adjudicated 
by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  Known  to  our 
laws,  that  slavery  exists  in  Kansas  by  virtue 
of  the  Cimstitution  of  the  United  States,"  and 
that  *'  Kansas  is,  therefore,  at  this  moment, 
as  much  a  slave  state  as  Georgia  or  South  Ca- 
rolina." 

2d.  That  **  slavery  can,  therefore,  never  be 
prohibited  in  Kansas  except  by  means  of  a 
constitutional  provision,  ana  in  no  other  man- 
ner can  this  be  done  so  promptly,  if  a  majori- 
ty of  the  people  desire  it,  as  by  admitting;  it 
into  the  Union  under  the  present  constitih 
tion." 

3d.  That  "  the  people  will  then  be  sovereign, 
and  can  regulate  their  own  affairs  in  their 
own  way.  If  a  majority  of  them  desire  to 
abolish  domestic  slavery  within  the  state, 
there  is  no  other  possible  mode  by  which  this 
can  be  effected  so  speedily  as  by  prompt  ad- 
mission ;"  and  that  **  the  legislature  already 
elected  may;  at  its  yery  first  session,  8ubii|il 


m 


jBfjKavtOAL  .TKna^ffT 


tJM  qo^rikn  to  a  vote  of  Iho  t>eople,  vrbether 
Uji^  ml  or  win  not  have  a  cuuventiuu  to 
MQWid  thrii  conglitation,  and  adopt  all  oecea- 
tey  maau  Ibr  ^Ting  albot  to  the  popular 

4A.  Ipawnadi  ai  the  LMompton  consti- 
loBoD  iirovidM  a  moda  of  ameodment  after 
lim  jaar  1864  ind  tborabj  osGlade«  the  pumi- 
Uli^  of  anj  lawftil  ohango  until  that  period. 


—an  ouooa  w  ui«  iwgraiwMim  lu  luiuuiriio  uiH 

Mople  to  rata  fbr  a  ooiurenUon,  and  dcvItiTbg 
flb«  right  of  the  ladalatnre  ■Iroad;  elected  to 
a^  a  eOBTontion,  bv  a  muoritv  \alei  in  vio- 


■  elected,  Kid  irbich  the^  were 

fwom  to  mpport.  Let  u  read  the  Presideut's 
IfBgnage  on  Uua  paunt: 

<«iDa.  ■!(«  tk*  jmit  UN,  CBidd  SmIGiT  bg  cstutnad  IbIo 
•fnUUtioa  (0  niaka  ndi  *  cbMifi  philou  to  Uut  paricd, 
•binhttMn  «aaU  to  vboUf  sandltBii  ud  a^a: 
If  a  MrioflV  «r  tiMa  (Ih*  |«ipl*  K  Eibm)  d*«n  ti> 
9aafan«llg  ^MCT  >nkfD  a*  Mitih  lb«  h  Ds  otbu 
MMlH*  W<* bv wUib  thta  «t>  •Stetri  n  ipHdll7 M 
Wiwf>  rtnifailM,  ■rh»»Mrf*«M>liii«f  IHMiuM 
MrifaniMlbli  vbm  iiiiiMil  H  u  HMr  urf  boftal 
■■mic.    IImt  SB  ■■£•  Bd  BBUi  tMtUtatbaiU 

■i  ihili  II   ■  I II  -rhlrliftijMninTiflinii'lMMiiii 

IT  ttiy  "Hf  £  lU^  tb«r  BtfU  lla  bdr  on  bioda  Sir  i 
biBdml  ■•  mD  u  tbr  Ih  juaia.    Ihw  «  fiiiliimiiri 


._alini(nfiil«l,tb*H«ft 

,„,bc(K<^«M>riga,  AmMvUiiJt.pnifwdinsD' 

•*i  Mm,  i  (B  r«^H  M  dVattai  to  ucA  a  awrn." 

The  Preeident  can  perceive  no  objectioQ  U) 
Oongresa  iiuertuig  a  proTuian  in  tbe  act  oJ- 
nuttiDg  Kanaas  into  the  noion,  which  abro- 

rs  aod  onnula  an  imperati-ve  proyiBloa  of 
conatitatioD,  and  deolarei  tbe  right  of  the 
legialature  dread;  elected  to  t^ke  the  iaiti&- 
Wy  alepa  to  change  it  by  a  m^ority  vote,  in 
the  face  of  the  proTision  in  the  coniititiitioa 
that  such  steps  anall  not  be  taken  unless  two- 
Hdrdt  of  the  member*  of  tack  house  concur, 
and  not  even  in  that  case  until  after  the  year 
18M.  What  right  has  Cougiesa  to  intervene 
and  annul,  alter,  or  even  oowtrue  the  pnivi- 
■lone  of  a  state  constitution,  and  ticonsK  the 
member!  of  the  legialature  to  digregarJ  tlicir 
nrom  oblisationg  to  support  tbo  cunstitiition 
nndervhioh  the;  hold  their  offices  I  Where 
does  the  Congteaa  obtain  authority  to  tell  the 
memben  of  a  state  legUlatore  that  they  are 
nndar  no  obli^adon  to  reepect  and  obey  the 
oonetitution  with  which  buoL  atate  was  ad- 
mitted into  (he  Union,  and  that  they  may  pro- 
ceed to  alter  or  abrogate  it  in  a  mode  and  at 
a  time  different  from  that  aulhoriied  or  per- 
mitted in  the  instnunentf  If  the  Leoompton 
eODstitulaon  be  the  act  and  deed  of  Uie  people 
ofKanias;  andif  itbeacoBptedby  Congreeaaa 
Mich,  and  tbe  state  be  admitted  Into  tbe  C uioa 
undw  it,  I  hold  that  there  la  no  latc/ul  mode 
on  earth  to  change  or  amend  it,  except  " 


aad  irresiatibla  « 
orderij  and  lawful  n 
'""  '"    wheu  a 


the  inpieine  law  oT  a  «tate.  what 
"  lawfbl  nMDner"  is  there  of  changing  it,  ex- 
cept the  one  prorided  and  perraitted  by  the 
constitution}  I  agree  with  the  tre^iileot, 
alao,  that  "the  people  can  make  and  unmake 
consUtutioneatpleeaure."  Bntbtw— 4b^4I 
manner  ■•  this  to  be  donet  Xhere  tim.tmt 
auide*~^tiM  cue  lat^fiit,  and  the  other  niafet 
tionary.    When  ■   -'--.^—  l__ »._ 


e  the 


When  a  oonetibitioB  has  MM.Jb^ 

fundamental  law  of  a  etate,  tlumj* 

UMlauM 


no  "lawful  manner,"  there 
iDiuitier  of  altering  "^■f  ypgi 
it,  eiMpt  in  porsoanoe  01  its 
is  trua  that  the  riidit  of 
that  great  inalienable  rif^ 
resorted  when  enbmisHC- 
resiattnoe  a  leas  evil  thi 


ri{^ttowbM>o«rftll|«a 


lleace,  if  the  Iieoomptoa 


;  or  abrogating  it  naliL«A« 
I  then  (oIt  vj  the  osmm* 
e  of  two-thirds  of  each  toawdi  «f  th«  Jl» 


and  tbe  concurrence  of  the  two  Iwoese  tf.  Iha 
nest  lepslature,  all  fnax  to  the  eleetiia  «( 
delegatee  end  the  aseembUng  of  a  eoanBttnt 
jet  the  retolutionBrT  ri^t  will  tetnaiB  to  Ikw 
people  of  Eansaa,  to  be  resorted  to  or  bo^  »pi 
coraing  aa  the;  ahall  detenaine  fiv  iitmt 
sch'c^  that  it  la  a  leaa  eril  to  reriat  IImbAI 
submit  to  a  consdtution  which  waa  never  Ibeir 
act  uiid  deed,  and  nerer  did  embody  tbeitw^ 
It  iniiy  be  true  that,  under  this  terrible  lighl 
of  rerolution,  "  if  a  m^ority  of  the  people 
desire  to  abolish  domestic  alaverr  in  tbe  state, 
tlierc  is  no  other  possible  mode  b;  whieh  this 
CHo  le  effected  so  speedil;  as  b*  prompt  ait 
mission  ;"  but  if  this  "  mode  "  be  resorted  to 
under  the  impression  that  it  will  abolish 
alaver;  in  Kanaan  more  "  apeedilj"  than  anj 
other  poaaible  mode,  it  muat  be  nnderetood  to 
mean  revolution  if  successful,  and  rebellioa 
in  COM  of  failure.  But  anppoes  the  lino  of 
policy  indicated  b;  the  PreeideBt  ebonld  W 

Ersued  ;  that  Kansas  be  admitted  nndv  A* 
comptoo  constitution  ;  thatCongrerie,  in  the 
act  of  admission,  recognise  the  right  of  "the 
legi.sliture  already  elected  at  its  very  Snt 
sesi^ion  to  submit  the  question  to  a  vote  of  tbe 
peopis,  whether  the;  will  or  will  not  hare  a 
oonrention  to  amend  their  oonautution,  and 
adopt  all  necenarr  measures  to  give  effeet  to 
the  popular  will."  Suppose  all  this  to  haTO 
been  done,  of  what  relief  will  it  be  to  tbe  op- 
preRB«d  people  of  Kansas,  unless  Mr.  CbUhma 
eh  nil  set  aside  the  fraudulent  retoms  ftem 
Dclii.\Tare  Crossing,  or  go  behind  the  tetMIH 
mid  t^ect  tbe  fraudulent  votes  at  Kickapoo^ 
Sbunaee,  or  Oxford,  or  at  other  preeinete,  in 
order  to  insure  a  m^orit;  in  both  biaoobee  at . 
the  l^slature  opposed  to  the  LeoompUtt 
uonatitution,  and  m  favor  of  an  uuMOiat* 
ohangel 
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Unless  the  Plretident  is  prepared  to  infbnn 
us  thai  this  is  to  he  done,  it  is  worse  than 
mockery  to  talk  ahont  the  right  of  the  le^sla- 
tare,  **  at  its  rery  first  session/^  to  snhmit  the 

Saeetion  to  the  people,  and  to  insert  a  void 
aose  in  the  act  of  admission  declaratory  of  a 
right  which  can  be  exercised  only  in  yiolation 
or  the  oonstitntion,  and  by  revolution ;  and 
especially  if  it  is  understood  that,  by  forged 
returns  and  fraudulent  votes,  a  majority  of 
nembers  are  to  be  declared  elected  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  who  are  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  Lecompton  constitu- 
^n,  and  resist  any  and  all  efforts  to  change 
it.  By  the  express  command  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  returns  of  that  election  were  to  be 
made  to  the  president  of  the  convention 
"within  eight  days"  after  the  election.  On 
the  ninth  day  after  the  election,  to  wit:  on 
the  13th  day  of  January,  the  returns  were 
opened  and  counted  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  proclamation  of  the  presiding 
oflioers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature, 
who  were  present,  by  his  invitation,  to  witness 
the  opening  and  counting  of  the  votes.  More 
than  a  month  has  elapsed  since  the  returns 
were  opened  and  votes  counted,  and  Mr. 
Calhoun  being  in  this  city  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  know  the  result  of  his  deliberations ; 
whether  the  rumors  of  yesterday  that  the  an- 
U-Lecompton  members  were  elected,  or  the 
ramor  of  to-day  that  the  Lecompton  party 
have  triumphed,  or  whether  the  policy  is  to 
wiUihold  the  decision  until  the  state  shall 
have  been  admitted,  and,  leaving  each  party 
to  infer  that  the  decision  is  in  their  tavor, 
compel  Congress  to  act  in  the  dark,  and  wait 
patiently  to  find  out  the  result  of  its  action. 
bat  suppose  there  should  be  a  majority  in  both 
bouses  of  the  legislature  opposed  to  the  Le- 
compton constitution  and  in  favor  of  a  change, 
what  can  they  do  towards  relieving  the  people 
of  Kansas  from  a  constitution  they  abhor, 
since  it  is  well  understood  that  in  consequence 
of  a  large  number  of  votes  cast  for  the  anti- 
Lecompton  ticket  having  been  returned  to 
Governor  Denver  instead  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the 
Lecompton  ticket  for  governor  and  state  offi- 
cers is  to  be  declared  elected,  thus  rendering 
it  morally  certain  that  any  bill  which  the 
legislature  might  pass,  having  for  its  object  a 
change  in  the  constitution,  would  be  defeated 
by  the  governor's  veto,  it  not  being  anticipated 
in  any  contingency  that  the  opponents  of  the 
Lecompton  constitution  would  nave  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  in  each  branch  of  the  legislature  ? 
Hence,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that,  in  the 
event  that  Kansas  is  admitted  under  the  Le- 
compton constitution,  every  ar^ment  or  pro- 
position founded  on  the  idea  that  the  people 
of  Kansas  will  have  the  opportunity  of  chang- 
ing the  constitution  by  peaceful  means  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  legislature,  must,  in 
all  probability,  prove  deceptive  and  delusive. 
In  tne  event  that  the  deed  snail  be  consummat- 
ed, their  only  alternative  will  be  submission  or 
reyolotion.  Revolutions  are,  sometimes,  peace- 
tol  and  bloodless.    Constitations  and  govern- 


ments have  been  changed  by  revolotaon,  widi- 
out  violence  or  bloodshed ;  but  this  is  the  case 
only  where  the  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
change  is  nnanunous,  or  approaches  so  doeelT 
to  unanimity  as  to  silence  all  opposition.  If  thu 
should  prove  to  be  the  case  in  Kansas,  the  peo- 
ple will  be  able  to  reassert  their  violated  rights 
of  self-government  and  form  a  constitution 
which  will  embody  their  will,  without  violence 
or  force ;  but  if,  in  the  progress  of  the  revela- 
tion, they  should  meet  with  determined  resist- 
ance, civil  war  or  unconditional  submission 
must  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

Does  the  history  of  this  Lecompton  oonstito- 
tion,  and  the  character  and  purposes  of  the 
men  engaged  in  the  movement,,  and  the  means 
employed  to  force  it  upon  an  unwilling  people, 
furnish  an  assurance  that,  after  they  have 
realized  all  their  hopes  by  making  the  consti- 
tution the  fundamental  law  of  the  state,  unal- 
terable until  after  1864,  and  then  except  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  they  wiU,  on  the  day  they  come 
into  power  under  it,  permit  it  to  be  subverted 
and  abrogated  by  a  revolutionary  movement, 
when  they  will  have  acquired  the  right,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  de- 
mand of  the  President  the  use  of  the  federal 
army  to  put  down  the  insurrection,  and  protect 
the  state  **  against  domestic  violence  7" 

When  this  demand  shall  be  made  upon  the 
President  by  the  "  legislature  already  elected, 
at  its  very  first  session,"  or  by  the  governor, 
"  when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened," 
will  he  not  consider  himself  bound  by  his  offi- 
cial oath,  and  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  to  use  the  federal  tro(^ 
to  protect  the  state  against  domestic  violence, 
by  putting  down  the  revolution,  and  supprese- 
ing  insurrection,  and  maintaining  the  author- 
ity of  the  constitution,  until  lawfully  changed 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  instrument? 
Or,  if  it  could  be  converted  into  a  judicial,  in- 
stead of  a  political  question,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  adjudication,  can  any  one  doubt  the  deci- 
sion ?  Would  not  the  court  be  compelled  to 
decide  that  the  constitution,  having  once  be- 
come the  fundamental  law  of  the  state,  must 
be  respected  and  obeyed  as  such  until  changed 
or  annulled,  in  pursuance  of  its  own  provi- 
sions? 

Would  not  the  court  be  compelled  to  declare, 
as  an  invariable  and  universal  rule  of  interpre- 
tation, that  when  a  constitution  prescribes  one 
mode  of  amendment  it  must  be  understood  and 
construed  as  having  thereby  precluded  all  other 
modes,  and  prohibited  all  other  means  of  ac- 
complishing the  same  object?  Suppose  the 
people  of  Kansas  should  attempt  to  change  the 
constitution  in  a  mode  and  at  a  time  different 
from  that  authorized  in  the  instrument,  and 
should  proceed  so  far  as  to  adopt  a  new  consti- 
tution, and  set  up  a  state  government  under  it 
by  an  overwhelming  majority,  in  antagonism 
to  the  constitution  and  state  government  with 
which  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
which  of  these  state  governments  would  the 
President  f^l  bound  to  recognise  and  *'  i^roteic^ 
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against  domestio  violence/'  when  applied  to  in 
the  manner  provided  in  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ?  Would  he  not  be  compelled  to  use  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  United  StatCH,  or 
80  much  of  it  as  shall  be  necessary,  to  put 
down  the  rebellion,  an<l  **  protect  the  8tate 
against  di)mestic  violence/'  when  properly  ap- 
plied to  for  that  purpose  ?  Hence  the  question 
will  arise,  and  it  is  important  to  know  how  it 
18  to  be  decided,  in  the  event  there  shall  be 
two  state  governments  in  Kansas,  in  ant;igon- 
ism  with  each  other — the  i.ne  organized  under 
the  Leeoinpton  constitution,  and  the  other 
established  by  the  people  in  opposition  to  the 
Lecompton  cunptiiutiun — which  will  the  Presi- 
dent recognise  as  valid  and  legitinnite,  and 
which  will  he  denounce  as  a  "  revolutionary 
government,  adhered  to  with  such  treasonable 
pertinacity"  as  to  make  it  his  duty,  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  put  down 
the  insurrection  and  crush  out  the  rebellion 
with  the  federal  tr(K)ps?  It  is  important  that 
this  questiim  should  be  determined,  in  order 
that  the  pei^ple  of  Kansas  may  know  how  they 
are  to  exercise  that  great  indefeasible  right  of 
which  the  President  speaks,  when  he  says, 
**  they  can  make  and  unmake  constitutions  at 
pleasure.'* 

Does  he  moan  that  inalienable  riglit  of  revo- 
lution to  which  every  people  may  resort  when 
tlicir  oppres-^ion  is  intolerable,  and  submission 
is  a  less  evil  than  resistance?  If  so,  I  fear 
that  the  bright  anticipations  of  the  President 
wouhl  not  )»e  fully  realized  when  he  imagines 
that  tlie  speedy  admission  of  Kansas  into  the 
Union  uiulor  the  Lecompton  constitution 
**  would  roslore  peace  and  (juict  to  the  whole 
country/'  and  enable  him  **  to  withdraw  the 
troops  of  tli«;  Unifod  States  from  Kansas,  and 
employ  them  on  branchc.:j  of  the  service  where 
they  are  much  needed." 

Keport  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen*. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of 
fifteen,  wln>,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1858. 
through  their  chairman,  Mr.  Stephens  of 
Georgia,  made  the  f<dlowing  report: 

The  select  eonnnittee  of  fifteen  appointed 
und<M-  tlio  resoluLi<»n  of  the  Huuse  ot  the  8th 
of  February,  to  whom  was  ruferre<l  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  2d  nf  Ffbrtiarv,  *' c(nicerninij  the  constitu- 
ti»)n  IVanied  at  Lecompton,  in  the  territory  of 
Kansa»<,  bv  a  convention  of  delcirates  thereof, 
and  the  ]»apers  accompanying  the  same,"  with 
instrut^tinns  "to  inquire  into  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  formation  of  saitl  constitution, 
and  the  la\v>  under  which  the  same  originated  ; 
and  into  all  such  facts  and  proceetlings  as  have 
transpired  since  the  formation  of  said  consti- 
tution havinir  relation  to  the  question  or  pro- 
priety of  the  admis»<ion  of  said  territory  into 
the  Unii»n  under  said  constitution;  and  whe- 
ther the  same  is  acceptable  an<l  satisfactory  to 
Ihe  inajonty  of  legal  voters  of  Kansas/'  have 


had  all  the  matters  committed  to  them  under 
consideration,  and  now  present  the  following 
rep<>rt : 

The  leading  object  of  the  resolution  under 
which  the  committee  was  raised  seeuis  to  have 
been  the  ascertainment  of  all  the  essenUal 
facts  bearing  upon  the  question  or  propriety 
of  the  admission  uf  Kansas  as  a  state  under 
the  lecompton  constitution,  in  accordance  with 
I  the  recommendation  of  the  President.  This 
object  has  been  the  controlling  principle  of 
the  committee's  action  in  their  investigation. 
The  scope  of  their  duties  eml)raced  an  inquiry 
into  all  facts  relating  to  the  legality  and  regu- 
larity of  the  proceedings  resulting  in  tlie  fbr- 
niation  of  that  constitution,  Ixtth  antecedent 
and  subsequent  thereto,  showing  whether  or 
not  it  be  the  embodiment  of  the  legally  and 
fairly  expressed  will  of  the  bona  Ji'ie  citizens 
of  {Kansas.  With  this  understanding  of  the 
field  of  labor  before  them,  the  committee  di- 
rected their  attention — 

1st.  To  a  law  passed  b^  the  territorial  legis- 
lature providing  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
people  at  the  October  election  in  1856,  upon 
the  ex[)ediency  of  calling  a  convention  to  form 
a  state  constitution. 

*Jd.  The  law  of  the  territory  passed  the  19th 
of  February,  1857,  in  pursuance  of  the  popu- 
lar will  expressed  under  the  previous  act, 
providing  for  an  election  to  be  held  on  the 
loth  dune,  1857,  of  delegates  to  such  a  con- 
vention. 

3d.  The  official  registry  of  voters,  and  the 
apportionment  made  by  the  acting  governor 
(.Stanton)  of  delepites  tt>  the  convention  so 
calle(l  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
said  act. 

4th.  The  assein])ling  of  the  convention  at 
Lecr)ni[)ton  on  the  iir>t  Monday  of  Sej)tembcr, 
1857,  under  the  act  last  aforesaid,  and  the 
journal  of  their  proiMMMJing-s. 

5th.  The  e»»nstitution  formed  by  the  conven- 
tion so  assembled,  alludcvl  to  in  the  message 
of  the  Prei<i<lent. 

6th.  The  action  of  the  people  on  the  ques 
tiou  submitted  to  them  by  one  of  the  clauses 
of  the  schedule  in  the  constitution. 

These  laws,  facts,  and  pn)ceedings  consti- 
tute, in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  all 
matters  having  any  material  bearing  upon  the 
main  questions  euii)race<l  in  tht;  recommeudar 
tion  <>f  the  President,  and  covered  by  the  reso 
lution  of  the  House.  But  tliev  permitted  t< 
be  filed,  and  report  to  the  flouse  withou 
deeming  them  relevant  <)r  material, 

7th.  The  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  ot 
Kansas,  at  its  called  sessit»n  in  L)ecem])er  last 
providing  for  a  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  4th  of 
January,  just  passed,  for  and  against  said  con 
stitution. 

8th.  The  official  announcement  of  said  vote 

And,  also,  as  cumulative,  though  not  mate 
rial — 

9tli.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  president 
of  the  Lecom]>ton  convention,  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories  in  the  Senate. 

All  these  papers  are  appended  in  full  to  thia 
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report,  (except  a  part  of  the  journal  which  has 
not  yet  been  received,  but  which  is  expected 
in  time  to  be  presented  with  the  rest,)  and 
marked  as  exhibits  in  regular  order.  The 
committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  an 
elaborate  exposition  of  them  by  detail.  A 
eeneral  reference  to  some  of  the  material  parts, 
lor  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  conclusions 
to  be  drawn  from  them,  will  he  quite  sufficient. 
Those  which  they  deem  material  are  all  docu- 
mentary, about  which  there  can  be  no  dispute. 
They  show  a  full  and  complete  history  or  the 
proceed in;i;8  resulting  in  the  formation  of  the 
Lecomptou  constitution  from  their  beginning 
to  their  end :  First,  the  law  for  taking  the  sense 
of  the  people  upon  the  propriety  of  applying 
for  admission.  Next,  the  law  authorizing  the 
call,  in  pursuance  of  the  popular  will.  Next, 
the  registry  of  voters,  and  apportionment  of 
delegates.  Next,  the  assembling  of  the  con- 
yention,  with  their  proceedings.  Then,  the 
oonstitutiun  so  formed ;  and,  lastly,  the  ratifi- 
cation of  it  in  the  mode  and  manner  provided 
by  the  convention.  The  legality  and  regu- 
larity of  the  whole  are  marked  throughout. 
Every  step  in  its  progress  was  taken  in  strict 
conformity  to  law.  But  little  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  record  even  for  comment.  The 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  is, 
ought  Kansas  to  be  admitted  as  a  state  under 
the  constitution  so  presented  ? 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
'*  new  Btates  may  be  admitted  by  Congress 
into  this  Union,"  and  by  the  same  instrument 
it  is  provided  that  **  the  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  Union  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government."  Un<ler  the  first 
of  these  clauses  eighteen  new  states  have  been 
admitted  since  the  Union  was  formed ;  and 
two,  besides  Kansas,  are  now  applying  for  ad- 
mission. The  usual  questions  of  inquiry  upon 
the  applications  of  new  states,  have  been — 

1st.  In  relation  to  the  number  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

2d.  The  regularity  of  the  proceedings  under 
which  the  application  has  been  made. 

3d.  Whether  the  constitution  presented  be 
republican  in  form. 

In  this  case  the  attention  of  the  committee 
has  not  been  directed  to  the  question  of  popu- 
lation. That  point  seems  to  be  conceded  on 
all  sides.  Upon  the  point  of  legality  and 
regularity  no  question  can  arise.  No  state 
ever  before  applying  exhibited  greater  regu- 
larity in  her  proceedings.  On  tliis  point  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  The  only  otlier  one,  as  to 
the  republican  form  of  the  constitution — that, 
too,  seems  to  be  equally  clear,  an«l  beyond  ca- 
yil  or  dispute. 

What,  then,  are  the  objections  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  constitution,  and  the  axlmission 
of  the  state  under  it?  Ihese,  it  is  true,  arise 
mostly  on  matters  outside  of  the  record.  But 
the  committeo  propose  briefly  to  notice  them 
in  connection  with  some  seemingly  founded  on 
the  face  of  the  record  itself. 

The  first  of  the  latter  ch.ss  is  that  urged  by 


€k>vemor  Walker.  The  main  gronnd  of  his 
opposition  is  the  fact  that  the  entire  constitn- 
tion  has  not  been  submitted  for  ratification  to 
a  popular  vote.  This  objection  rests  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  validity  of  every  constitu- 
tion formed  for  the  government  of  any  people 
depends  upon  its  having  received  such  a  sanc- 
tion. His  argument,  in  his  own  words,  rests 
upon  the  *'  principle  that  sovereignty  is  vested 
exclusively  m  the  people  of  each  state,  and 
that  it  performs  its  first  and  highest  function 
in  forming  a  state  government  and  state  con- 
stitution. This  highest  act  of  sovereignty,  in 
my  judgment,  can  only  be  performed  by  the 
people  themselves,  and  cannot  be  delegated  to 
conventions  or  other  intermediate  bodies." 

That  sovereignty  is  vested  exclusively  in  the 
people  of  each  state,  and  that  it  performs  its 
first  but  not  highest  function  in  forming  a 
state  government  and  state  constitution,  maj 
be  granted.  But  that  this  first  act  of  sove- 
reignty in  making  a  constitution  can  only  be 
performed  by  the  people  themselves,  and  that 
ttie  power  to  perform  it  cannot  be  delegated  to 
conventions  or  intermediate  bodies,  is  not 
granted.  Such  a  doctrine  is  not  only  novel 
but  utterly  at  war  with  all  our  past  history. 
In  support  of  it  Governor  Walker  cites  no  au- 
thority but  his  own.  He  announces  it  as  the 
convictitm  of  his  individual  judgment,  and  the 
only  authority  he  refers  to  to  sustain  it  is  that 
of  previous  speeches  made  by  himself,  in 
which  he  had  expressed  the  same  opinion. 
But  the  position  cannot  be  maintained,  either 
on  principle  or  any  recognised  authority. 
Ileasou  is  against  it,  and  so  is  precedent. 
When  it  is  admitted  that  sovereignty  "re- 
sides whh  the  people,"  and  that  it  is  "ina- 
lienable," it  does  not  follow  that  the  right  to 
exercise  an<l  execute  sovereign  powers  cannot 
be  delegated  by  them  to  others.  If  that  were 
so,  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  represen- 
tative government.  No  law  could  l>e  passed 
except  by  the  people  en  masse.  This  would 
uproot  and  overturn  all  our  customs.  It  is 
the  very  essence  of  sovereignty  that  it  may 
act  by  itself  or  by  any  other  it  may  choose  to 
appoint.  The  enactment  of  all  laws  and  the 
execution  of  them  require  the  exercise  of 
sovereign  power  as  necessarily  as  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution.  A  constitution  is  but  a 
law.  It  establishes  the  modes  or  channels 
through  which  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  is 
to  be  exercised,  not  "  in  propriis  jyersoniSf" 
but  by  chosen  representatives.  The  formation 
of  such  organic  law  cannot  be  said  to  be  the 
highest  act  or  function  of  sovereignty.  There 
can  be  no  higlier  act  of  sovereignty  than  the 
declaraticm  of  war :  for  this  may  put  in 
jeopardy  the  existence  of  s;)vereignty  itself; 
and  yet  in  our  representative  system  this  is 
left,  not  to  tlie  people  themselves,  but  to  tlieir 
representatives. 

Hence,  though  it  be  true  that  the  formation 
of  a  state  constitution  is  the  "  first  function  of 
sovereignty,"  it  does  not  follow  that  this  maj 
not  be  performed  by  representatives  chosen 
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■id  ototliad  wilb  ftan  pvwar  to  act  Ibr  the  pe^ 
ide  in  tliu  mattn,  h  wdl  u  in  all  othon  n- 
q^rfny  tiw  ozanaao  of  lOTatei^  powsr. 

XiocimIIj  eouideral,  there  m  no  more  re*- 
■on  inij  tu  people  esDiiot  nuke  *  oonatita- 
Ikn  br  othen  olothed  villi  full  power  to  do  ao 
tluia  Uut  they  can  in  this  wa^  put  not  oolj 
tlHir  political,  but  thrir  individual  exist«noe 
Ib  huard  upon  the  fbrtnuea  of  war.  The  for- 
~Tf™  of  a  oonatitatioB  reqnirea,  it  is  true, 
tbe  amoiae  of  aorereign  power,  and  so  doea 
Iha  Bomntoneet  aot  of  l^elation.  If  the  power 
Id  do  one  ean  be  exerdeed  bjr  an  agent  or  rep- 
l^tenUttTOi  ao  ean  the  other ;  and  nioh  baa 
bMotbonnifteniuideratandingiathiaeoanti; 
ttam  tfae  be^nnisK  ^  oar  history.  The  Con- 
atttatiw  of  the  United  States  was  not  raUHed 
fav  a  popular  TOte.  In  all  the  states  it  was 
■united  bj  oooTentions  chosen  by  the  people 
MM  ololhed  irilh  fall  powers  to  aot  for  them. 
In  Ita  prOTisioD  for  its  own  amendment  it  does 
Bot  eoDlemplata  any  latiBcatioo  by  the  people 
ttrangh  a  popular  vote  to  ^ve  Tafidity  to  any 
---'■  ' Sooh ' ■- 


__  _.  __r  states,  with  one  exception,  theli 
^■t  eoiutitutions  were  Ginned  and  put  into 
opeiation  throng  the  "  intermediate  body]"  of 
•  OODTention.  Hassachnsetta  alone  submitted 
lun  to  a  popular  vote.  The  oc»)stitution  of 
the  stat«  of  FennsjlTania,  the  natiTe  stalA  of 
Ctonmor  Walker,  that  under  which  he  was 
bran  and  rearod,  and  under  which  that  great 
and  prosperous  oommonwealth  has  grown  up 
•ad  attained  her  present  high  emiuenoe  in 
wealth,  power,  and  renown,  derived  all  its 
sanction  h^  the  people  through  their  repre- 
sent&tiTBB  in  conventioD.  The  same  is  true 
of  Hissisaippi,  iiis  onca  adopted  stale,  and  the 
same  is  true  of  a  roi^oTi^  nf  the  states  of  this 
UnioQ.    If  Governor  Walker's  judgment  in 


and  we  have  neither  cunstitiitions  nor  lawa 
mora  than  half  of  the  states  of  the  Union. 
This  doctrine  is  as  prepostenma  aa  it  is  mon- 
stoons.  Its  bare  slatemenC  is  enough  to  oon- 
aign  it  to  general  repudiation  and  oondemna- 
lion.  The  uniform  course  in  our  past  history 
has  been,  when  a  new  state  applies  fur  admis- 
doo,  to  aee  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
baa  spoken  through  its  le^ljr  constituted  or- 
gani.  The  queetuin  of  aubnutting  their  oon- 
adtation  to  a  popular  vote  or  not  is  one  for  the 
people,  and  those  whom  they  clothe  with 
power  to  determine  thia  question,  as  well  as 
others,  for  them.  In  the  case  uf  Kansas, 
in  the  flrat  aot  appended  to  this  report, 
it  was  provided  to  take  the  sense   of  the 

nle  upon  the  question  of  providing  by  law 
10  oalling  of  a  oonvention  to  form  a  con- 
alitation,  and  ^  lav  to  define  the  powers  or 
duties  of  the  convention.  This  will  be  seen 
bv  the  Motion  (6)  of  the  act.  The  vote  was 
IS  for  the  legislature  to  to  call 
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_  _  did  eall  a  oonvmUon.  Tiaft/mit ' 
havereqiilnd  Iham  to  submit  their  Wflrft'ts'' 
thepeople.  This  was  ■  matttrfotbifetiWf'' 
dieeretiou;  but  this  tiiey  did  not  do.  »)■  ' 
oonventloa  was  elected  with  imHwiltwrf  ig^  \ 
plenary  powvs.  That  aneh  ■  oomwtioa 
eonld  be  to  elothed  no  one  oan  donbt  #fca'  !•' 
acqnainted  with  the  history  of  nnrilar  bijlafc' 
They,  thetefera,  had  fhll  power,  at  tbab  ows  ; 
diaoretim,  to  mbmlt  the  whole  eonaUtnfidk 
formed  by  them,  or  any  part  or  no  part  eif  K  ', 
Just  ■•  they  pleased,  fbr  TatifioatinB.  Tlw-' 
the  people  well  understood  before  tbe  eJeefiW  '^' 
of  delenlM.  This  Oovemor  Walker  lU^  ' 
toally  told  them  hiraaelf.  In  bii  ' 
addreea  he  saya : 


ftbt  lUt  gf  nbvi  nthoriw  tfeM  rt*  *  4&-.. 
»»  «  UHHloihtf  anAtHaTiaa*  the  ibnatMassKi 
MMiMabiwi»a«iJ«r>b»lmr«Biiei1il«Uw,a>—lfci'i 
liBOflmadartMn&lirtbiHt  ot-' .-^--  — 

OtbvwiMh  M  nttoa  nut  te  nlntHj,  ■ 
noU  tm  iBptMtkAu.ud  HWHkjgra* 
mulB  u  tb*  OBlj  alluaMm.  .-.„ 

■Itlillii  linn  thill  Mill  Jim  ^iliiiMl—iiMelnSia^al. 
latloDirilMasiiMjtfldMu  »1H  n>  Miiil  iiliai 
tajmUHuardngfthrtsnUmatMlosf^S 

_..... ... £g. 


Bnd  britarlu  Out  tba  mi.- 


Thia  lan^ago  clearly  conveys  the  idea  that 
the  convention  miejht  or  might  not  submit  tba 
constitution  to  be  formed  by  them  to  »  vote  <^ 
the  people ;  and  so  far  from  the  people  not 
being  nble  to  delegate  power  or  to  antborica 
others  to  moke  a  constitution  for  them  being 
true,  as  now  contended  for  by  Qovernor  Walker, 
it  follows  most  clesrlv,  from  what  he  a^^ 
thBtsiichauthorityoouId  be  given  even  by  their'  ' 
silence.  Tbe  autbority  conferred  would  be 
implied  by  their  abstaining  from  the  poUa. 
On  the  question  of  tbe  powers  of  the  delegatea 
to  be  elected  to  the  convention,  Mr.  Stanton 
addressed  tbe  people  as  follows: 

■Tbe  prraremaBl  opMltllr  mngnlwi  tfaa  IWTlllKlalact 

whkli  pTDTldfla  tar  m "-" -.._._-    _ 

•Utntloa  wlU  tb*  tIt 


unbllDS  ■  I 


ippHesUoa  to  Ongna 
«.  »,.-_ ™.  _  .  ._» .u™  ™  ^u~n.  Th»l  urt  ta  ripH.i 
u  pnvDUai  Ui*  nolr  un  a(  Uh  qwlMcatlDB  nt  TCtnmfe* 
diLwktoi  to  Ifaa  eoaTmLJoD,  uul  All  pRcvdiDE  nwnant 
natildlDiui in  U»n)9 rqmM.  In  Uili tlibtOwKtanl 
bt  ulUiWfd  la  hut*  pnnkM  liir  m  (ntl  uxl  blr  ciprMloa  Bt 
Uh>  »U1  of  tho  p«^1o  Ihivngb  lb*  (li4«gBtio  vmo  vih  !• 
Tbnm  to  iipnMui  tbam  In  thi  cnpiUtutluniil  anTmtlM. 
[  do  DDl  duBM,  bomTR,  IbU,  In  ortir  Is  »nM  in  MWil 

lu ,-. ^  .,. — .  __^.-  —  tbl.  Uw.  ie  «d» 

-  "ibntljlBi.ta* 


I  and  to  define  ila  duties.  Bat 
t  against  it.  This,  apart 
of  air.  Calhoun,  appeara 


nerc  Mr.  Stanton  clearly  admits  the  fbD 
power  of  the  delegatea  to  be  choaen  to  font  ■ 
Dunadtntion,  Talid  in  itself,  wbetter  it  b*-aiith 


NEBRASKA  ABD  KAHaAB. 


mittad  or  not  for  r*ti£cfttion.  It  u  true,  he 
ezpreuM  great  oonftdence  that  the  "  distnet- 
ing  qaeatioD,"  whicli'iTaa  the  slavery  queetion, 
vonid  be  "  in  some  form  "  aubmitt^  to  a  fair 


difference"  eliould  be  submitted  to  thedecision 
of  the  people  Kansas  wonid  be  admitted  irilh- 
oiit  delay.  This  is  eiactl;  what  was  dune  bj 
LB  the  t«Btimonj  ocisompaDjUDg 


this  report  shovs.     As  to  the 
coDventioin,  hoHerer,  the  comm 
but  one  other  suthoritj.     That  is 
made  hj  Judge  Douglas  at  Sprioi 
nois,  OD  the  12th  June,  1857,  just 
olection  of  the  delegates  took  place. 


a  speech 
field,  Illi- 
>efore  the 


1  fa*."JaBboii(  to  mak  f^beTHlf.thnniEh 


telling  the  people  that  the  conventjon  mnaU 
have  full  power  to  moke  a  constitution  withoat 
submitting  it,  also  told  them  that,  in  hUjudg- 


bis  Judg- 


it,  M  tba  mpnsnlMIIlT  nat  oppn  thow  v^o.  for  puTlIni 
pofpoxa,  wU]  «f rlfln  the  jHaelplei  Thej  pna«  to  cJuriah 
»sd  tmaole.  Cpon  Uihu.  ind  upon  Iha  pollUnI  partj  lOr 
wboBbMiilltutil  DDdfrthedtiwUiingrvhanliHlrnUia; 
"  'B  op" 
'tlidrl 


■n  (r«4t*t*  men),  the 
liw  f****'  tDia  tlw  Uhkab  u  A  ttt*  atat*  bj  Uia  rotia  ud 
■  Mlg*  0(  bn  own  paople.  ud  In  oonmmltf  to  Ibt  Rnat 
friHi^  of  (hg  Kuuu-Ntbrukk  ta  ■.  pmldtd  all  tba  tna- 
•teta  DU  vDI  p>  ID  tfa*  tBlli  aad  Tola  Ihgir  pilivdplH  In 
~-~>Idiuie*wllh  Ibair  ptDbidoni    "— ■-  ■ ■-■- ■- 


In  this  speech  there  is  not  the  slightest  alln- 
UOD  whatever  to  a  subsequent  nitifioation  of 
the  constitution  to  be  formed  before  it  would 
faave  validity ;  not  the  slightest  reference  to 
BBj  socb  construction  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
aet.  The  language  is:  "Kansai  u  about  to 
tpeakforhrTitijI^TOugh  JierdeUgaUsatiembUd 
M  eonctntion  to  form  a  conttitutwn."  It  vtas 
in  the  choice  of  ueM  delegates  that  the  reapon- 
■ibilitj  was  to  re«t  upon  those  nho,  for  parti- 
MU  purposes,  under  the  control  of  leaders  in 
diatant  states,  should  absent  themselves  from 
Um  polls.  That  was  the  time  their  voice  was 
to  be  legally  heard  in  the  formation  of  a  state 
eonstitution  ;  and  if  they  chose  to  be  silent, 
thai  they  were  to  be  silent  ever  afWward. 
They  would  have  nobody  to  blame  but  tbem- 
mIvm. 

It  ii  tma  dwt  Got.  Valkvr,  vhUe  pUioly 


them  ought  to  be  submitted  U 
the  people,  and  that  if  it  were  n< 
ment  Congress  would  not,  and  ought  not  , 
admit  the  state  under  it.  In  this  he  differed 
widely  from  Mr.  Stanton,  and  in  making  the 
declaration  he  greatly  transcended  his  rightfbl 
power.  He  undertook  to  prescribe  for  Con 
gress  the  exercise  of  a  right  they  do  not  pos' 
sess  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Dnited 
States.  When  a  new  state  presents  a  consti- 
tution for  admission.  Congress  has  no  more 
power  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  its  adoi^- 
tion  than  the  matter  of  its  substance.  Tu 
matter  cannot  be  inquired  into  further  than  to 
see  that  it  is  republican  in  form ;  and  the  moda 
and  manner  of  its  adoption  cannot  be  inquired 
only  so  far  as  to  see  that  it  has  been  formed 
in  such  wav  as  the  people  have  legallv  estab- 
lished for  tnemselres.  The  doctrine  of  Govep- 
Walker  would  be  utterly  subversive  of  all 
B  rights  and  state  sovereignly ;  for  one  of 
the  unquestionable  attributes  of  sovereignty  ia 
the  absolute  right  to  select  its  own  mode  of  j^r< 
■jn  to  its  own  will. 
t>on  general  principles,  as  well  a* 
from  established  usage,  it  clearly  appears  that 
the  validity  of  a  constitution  does  not  nece»> 
sarily  depend  upon  its  having  received  a  popu- 
lar ratifieation,  is  there  anything  in  the  Kansas 
bill  that  varies  this  case  from  former  prece- 
dents T  On  this  point  Governor  Walker  says, 
Lhat  is,  the  ri^ht  of  having  iho 
constitution  as  a  whole  submitted  to  a  popular 
ite)  "  I  have  ever  regarded  as  fully  secnred 
I  the  people  of  *  all  the  territories '  in  adopt- 
ig  their  state  constitutions  by  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill.  Such  is  the  construction  of  this 
Kansas  act  by  its  distinguished  author,  not 
only  in  his  late  most  able  argument,  but  \rf 
addresses  mode  and  published  by  him  long  an- 
tecedent to  that  date,  showing  that  this  sovfr- 
reign  power  of  a  people  in  acting  npon  a  state 
coDBtitntion  is  not  confined  to  the  qaestioo  of 
slavery,  but  includes  alt  other  su tweets  in  sach 
an  instrument.  Indeed,  I  believe  the  Kansae- 
Nebraska  bill  would  have  violated  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  reseTvad  to  the  people  Of  each 
state  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  ii  it  had  de- 
prived them,  or  Congress  should  now  deprive 
them,  oF  the  ri^bt  of  voting  for  or  agunet  thor 
stat«  constitution." 

What  part  or  clause  of  the  Kodbos  act  gave 
Governor  Walker  the  idea  that  it  secured  not 
only  to  the  people  of  that  territory,  but  "all 
other  territories,"  the  rights  he  mentions,  this 
committee  ore  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  If 
there  is  a  word  or  sentence  in  " 


bodies  any  such  eecuritv,  thev  have  been  oD- 
able  to  discover  it;  and  if  tLe  distingn' 
Senator  from  Illinois,  who  is  thus  styTei 


itingnished 
styled  tha 


author  of  that  bill,  ever. gave  any  such  eoa 
etmction  to  it,  antecedent  to  his  "  late  "  speech, 
Uus  committee  are  not  aware  of  it.  If  anr 
each  oonatrnc&n  waa  put  upon  any  port  of  K 
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daring  its  discossion  in  CongreM  in  1854,  or 
afterward,  or  during  the  canvass  of  185G,  by 
that  Senator,  or  any  person  else,  this  commit- 
tee are  equally  unaware  of  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  have  g<M>d  evidence  that  no  such 
coDstr action  was  then  or  afterward,  or  up  to 
the  r2th  of  June  last,  put  uptm  it  by  the  Sena^ 
tor  who  is  called  its  author.  In  the  speech 
made  by  him  on  that  day  he  certainly  put  no 
such  construction  on  the  bill.  Diirin*:  the  last 
Conn;rcsa  the  same  Senator  reported  a  bill 
thou;j;h  iie  was  not  the  author  of  it,  providiii;; 
for  the  call  of  a  convention  in  Kansas  to  form 
astatcconstitution  forndmii^sion  into  the  Union. 
That  bill  made  no  provi.sion  fur  the  submission 
of  the  work  of  the  cimvcntion  to  a  decision  of 
the  people.  That  was  known  as  the  Toombs 
bill.  It  passed  the  Senate,  and  received  the 
vote  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  In  givinju 
that  vote,  Governor  Walker  niiiv  believe  that 
the  Senator  *'  violated  llf  riijhts  of  .torn-- 
eif/ntf/  reserved  to  the  people  of  each  state  by  the 
Federal  Constitution '^  but  ho  can  hardiv  affirm 
that  by  it  the  Senator  n;avc  that  construction  to 
the  Kansas  bill  which  the  j'overrior  savs  he 
had  St)  repcatc<ily  ;;iven  before  his  late  speech. 
Indeed,  the  record  of  that  Senator  shows  that 
he  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  under  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  to  submit  even  the  slavery  ques- 
tion to  a  decision  of  the  people.  The  language 
of  the  Kansas  bill,  as  first  reported  by  Senator 
Douglas,  on  this  subject  was  in  these  words: 

"  All  tho  qiieRtinnn  apfHTtninim:  to  slavery  in  the  ti»rrit«iry 
and  in  the  n^w  Ktates  to  he  rurmoii  thtTHfrnm  am  to  (>«•  It'ft 
to  ih«)  <lt*CMlnn  of  the  people  ruMding  therein,  through  tbuir 
appropriato  repn>8«Qtativo8/' 

This  shows  that  he  then  thou^jht  that  the  act 
of  80verei;^nty,  in  determining  this  question  <m 
the  formaticm  of  a  constitution,  could  bo  per- 
formed by  the  people,  throu;];h  the  **  interme- 
diate botly  "  of  **  rrprescutatices,"  as  fully  and 
completely  as  if  done  bv  themselves.  The 
words 

after  aeciaring 
void,  were  as  follows: 

".It  t^'inj:  th"  Irno  iritint  .imi  mcanini?  of  thU  nrt  not  to 
legi-flnlo  fhivery  into  any  t'Tritory  or  ^•t.'^to.  nor  to  exduilu 
It  lhi'r»'fr'»in.  hut  to  lf»nv«  the  iK><>pIe  thiTi'«if  ]i«Tfertly  fn-e 
to  furm  ami  n'>rnliite  their  domeslic  inptitutiiuiM  in  th«'ir 
own  wnv,  sulji'ot  only  to  the  Coiu>titution  of  the  United 
SlaU's."  * 

If  any  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  this 
chani:;o  of  phraseology,  it  is  that  the  object 
aimed  at  bv  it  was  to  leave  even  the  slavery 
question  to  be  settled,  as  all  others  had  been 
before,  by  the  peoj>le,  in  their  own  way,  in  con- 
formity to  law  and  the  Constituti(m  of  the 
United  States.  If  they  chose  to  do  it  by  repre- 
sentatives, the  power  was  given  them  so  to  do 
it;  if  they  chose  to  do  it  by  general  popular 
vote,  the  power  was  given  them  to  do  it  in  that 
way.  Congress  was  to  abstain  from  all  inter- 
ference  or  intervention  with  or  over  their  own 
way  or  manner  of  doing  it,  so  that  it  was  le- 
gally done  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

The  difficulty  with  Governor  Walker  seems 
to  be,  that  they  have  chosen  a  way  of  their 
own  differeni  from  the  one  that  he  would  have 


had  them  to  adopt.  lie  wished  them  to  doeida 
that  as  well  as  other  questions  in  his  way ; 
they  preferred  their  own  wa;^  to  his.  To  cor- 
rect this  disobedient  proceeding  on  their  part, 
he  seems  to  be  willing  now  to  shed  the  **  laHt 
drop  of  his  life's  blood." 

As  before  stated,  the  Lccompton  conveDtion 
did  submit  the  slavery  quostitm  to  ii  popular 
vote.  This  was  a  matter  entirely  discretionary 
with  themselves.  In  <h>ing  it  they  were  douLt- 
h^ss  actuated  by  the  most  patriotic  motives. 
This  was  the  origin  of  all  the  strife  in  the  ter- 
ritory. This  was  the  subject  which  Mr.  Stan- 
ton had  stated  with  so  much  confidence  would 
**  in  some  troy"  be  submitted  to  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people.  On  the  submission  every  bona 
fide  citizen  in  the  territory  entitled  to  the 
elective  franchise  ha<l  a  full  and  perfect  right 
to  vote  upon  it.  If  any  al>stnincd  from  vot- 
ing, the  fault  was  their  own.  They  have  nc 
just  cause  to  comjdain  of  Congress  for  admit 
ting  the  state  under  a  constitution  with  a 
clause  which  they  do  not  like,  when  they  had  a 
fair  opportunity  to  vote  it  down,  if  they  reallr 
have,  as  they  |:)retend,  a  majority  in  tne  tern- 
tory.  The  official  vote  on  the  ratification, 
when  so  submitted,  was  as  follows  : 


Constitution,  with  BlaTory 
CouHtitation,  without  Klavery 


e22S 


llUlt'IV      lis      11      limiU      IM       IIUM1IM.-1\  «.«*.  XIJU 

s  finallv  adopted  on  this  point  in  the  bill, 
declaring  the  restriction  of  1S20  null  and 


Making  an  aggregate  of  6795  voting  on  the 
questi(m,  and  a  majority  of  Sfir)?  f(»r  the  con- 
stitution as  now  presented.  This  is  certainly 
a  very  large  majority  of  those  joining  in  the 
election,  if  not  a  majority  of  all  the  voters  in 
the  territory,  in  favor  of  the  constitution  as  it 
is  now  before  Congress  ;  an«l  a<*cording  to  the 
doctrine  of!  tovernor  Walker,  in  his  iimngural 
address,  "those  who  alj>tairi  from  (he  exercise 
i»f  the  ri^ht  of  suffrage  authorized  those  who 
did  vote  to  act  for  them,  and  the  absentoAs  arc 
as  much  bound  under  the  law  as  if  all  had 
participated  in  the  election."  If  (his  view  he 
correct,  then  no  constitution  ever  came  tip  with  " 
a  stronger  endorsement  by  ]>iipular  vote,  and  * 
every  objci.'tion  to  its  validity  on  the  gnnind  of 
its  wanting  even  this  sanction,  is  utterly  with- 
out f(tundation. 

Another  objeetion  of  the  same  class  is,  that 
no  enabling  act  was  pussed  by  Congress,  or, 
in  other  words,  that  the  leiri«*lature  of  Kansas 
did  not  have  the  legal  right  to  call  the  oon- 
vention  that  formed  the  constitution.  Thi'* 
objection  is  equally  untenable  both  on  princi- 
ple and  authority.  The  power  to  call  a  con- 
venticm  to  form  a  state  cr)nstitution  is  clearly 
within  the  **  ri(/hffnl  svhjrcts"  of  Iei;islati>m 
granted  in  the  organic  act.  l>ut  even  with- 
out that,  the  precedents  ar»^  numerous  where 
ccmventions  have  been  called  without  such  a 
grant.  Out  of  the  eighteen  new  states  here- 
tofore admittC'l,  nearly  hiilfofthem  have  come 
in  under  const itntious  formed  without  any 
direct  authoritv  of  Conjijrcss.  Amon;;st  these 
may  be  named  Tennessee,  Michigan,  Iowa, 
Texas,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Floritla,  and  Oa- 
lifornin.  In  addition  to  this,  it  may  ho  added 
that  the  most  prominent  of  those  whfi  now 
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vrge  this  objection  are  estopped  by  tbcir  own 
declarations  and  admissions.  Governor  Walker 
for  instance,  in  bis  inaugural  address  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  territorial  legi^tlature  to 
coll  a  convention,  uses  this  language  : 

**  But  it  iii  raid  that  the  conyention  la  not  legally  mlled, 
And  fhat  the  election  will  not  be  freely  and  fuirly  romlurted. 
Tli«  territorial  legfiKlature  ie  the  power  ordained  for  this  pnr- 
poM  by  the  C(»n((re8a  of  the  Uoited  Staten,  and  in  oppoeiug  it 
700  rMi«t  the  authority  of  the  general  gOTernment." 

And  again  he  says  : 

•*  The  territorial  legislature,  then.  In  as-oemblin^^  this  con- 
WtiOD,  were  fully  sostainHd  by  the  act  of  CongreiNK." 

Mr.  Stanton  expresses  similar  sentiments  in 
Ihat  part  of  his  inaugural  address  bcHtrc 
qnoted.  Judge  Douglas,  in  his  Springfield 
speech,  also  quoted,  does  not  intimate  that  he 
wen  thought  there  was  any  necessity  for  an 
enabling  act.  Moreover,  his  position  on  the 
admission  of  California  is  well  known.  In 
that  case  a  constitution  had  been  sent  up 
formed  bv  a  convention  called  together  with- 
out  the  slightest  pretext  of  legal  authority, 
either  from  Congress  or  any  territorial  organi- 
sation. A  proclamation  of  a  military  com- 
mander was  the  sole  foundation  for  it,  and  yet 
upon  that  occasion  Judge  Douglas  said  : 

**1  hold  that  tho  pooplo  of  California  hid  a  risht  to  do 
what  they  hnv«  doru' ;  yea,  th<*y  had  a  moral,  iK)litical,  and 
legal  right  to  d)  all  they  have  dune.'' 

How  any  person  could  maintain  the  legality 
of  the  procecilinga  in  the  California  case  and 
deny  them  in  Kansas,  or  hold  that  an  enabling 
act  by  Congress  was  necessary  in  tho  Kansas 
case,  when  it  was  not  necessary  in  Califor- 
nia, is  incomprehensible  to  this  committee. 
They  dismiss  this  point  without  further  re- 
mark. 

But  other  objections  of  a  different  chvss  and 
character  have  been  started.  These  relate  to 
the  fairness  of  the  election  of  delegates  to  the 
constitutional  convention.  On  this  head  it  is 
said  that  quite  a  number  of  counties,  nineteen 
in  all,  making  more  than  half  of  the  counties 
in  the  territory,  wen?  disfranchised  by  the  law 
of  the  19th  February,  LS57,  and  were  wholly 
unrepresented  in  the  convention.  By  the  sta- 
iates  of  Kansas,  as  all  can  sec  by  referen(»o, 
there  are  thirty-seven  counties  laid  out  with 
names  and  boundaries  in  the  territory.  Three 
of  these — to  wit:  Washingt(m,  Clay,  and 
Dickenson — were  omitted  in  the  act  of  the 
19th  February  creating  districts  for  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates.  They  lie  in  the  extreme 
western  frontier  of  the  territory,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  map,  and  exist  mainly  in  law  and 
on  paper.  They  seem  to  be  destitute  of  popu- 
lation, without  officers  or  civil  organization. 
The  thirty-four  organized  counties  were  all 
embraced  in  the  act,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
I9th  section.  By  that  section  they  are  ar- 
ranged into  election  districts,  as  follows : 

lut  district,  Doniphan  county. 


2d 
M 
4tb      " 
ftth      « 


(( 


lirown  and  Ncrneba  eountie*. 
AtchiiK>n  county. 
Leavenworth  county. 
Jeffertion  county. 
GftDioan  €ounif. 


Tth  diitrfct,  Ifmnfaftll  eomty. 

Klley  and  Poltavatomie  coontlM. 

Johnwn  county. 

Doui^Iaa  county. 

8hawnee,  Richardson,  and  DftTla  ooontiM. 

Lykiua  county. 

Franklin  county. 

Weller,   Breckenridge,  WIm,  and   liadiaoci 

cfiuntieff. 
Butler  and  Cofioo  counties. 
Lynn  county. 
Ander(K)ii  county. 

lk>urbon,  McUee.  Dom,  and  Allen  countJeik 
Wootljion,  WilFon.  Oodfry,  Greenwood,  an  i 

IIuntiT  counties. 

The  object  of  the  law,  as  all  its  detiuls 
plainly  show,  was  to  have  as  fair  an  election 
as  possible.  The  registry  of  voters  as  requir- 
ed was  made  and  returned  for  these  districts 
as  follows,  as  will  be  seen  by  Mr.  Stanton's 
proclamation : 


8th 

it 

9th 

«i 

10th 

u 

llth 

u 

12ih 

l( 

l:Uh 
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14th 

M 

16th 

(1 

16th 

U 

17th 

U 

18lh 

it 

19th 
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No.  of 
district. 


Names  of  counties. 


Na  of  legal 
Toters. 


First    . 
Second 

Third  . 
Fourth 
Fifth  . 
Sixth  . 
Seventh 
Eighth 

Ninth  . 
Tenth . 

EleTunth     . 
Twelfth 
Thirteenth  . 
Fourteenth 
Fifteenth     . 
Sixteenth    . 
Seventeenth 
Ki}i^hleetith 
Nineteenth 


Doniphan 

Brown 

Nenioha 

Atchison 

Ix>nvenworth        .... 

Jeflferson 

Calhoun 

Marshall 

lUley  

Pottawatomie       .... 
Johnson        ..... 

Douglas 

i^hawnce,  Richardson,  and  Daris 

Lykins 

Franklin 

Four  counties       .... 
Two  counties         .... 

Lynn  

One  county  (Anderson) 
K«>ui-l)on,  MoGue,  Allen,  and  Dom 
Five  counties        .... 


No 

No 
No 

I 
No 

I  No 


1086 
206 
140 
804 

iwa 

666 
201 
206 
863 
206 
4945 

laiK 
28a 

413 
return, 
return, 
return. 

413 
return. 

return- 


Total 


9261 


Upon  this  return  of  registration,  showing 
9251  voters,  (which,  upon  all  reasonable  pro- 
babilities, must  have  been  within  one  or  two 
thousand  of  all  the  legal  voters  at  the  time  in 
the  territory,)  the  acting  governor,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  same  exhibit,  made  an  appor- 
tionment of  representation,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act.  This  was  done  by 
dividing  the  whole  number  of  voters  (9251) 
by  60,  the  number  of  delegates  constituting 
the  convention,  and  apportioning  the  delegates 
to  the  respective  counties  in  districts,  as  above 
set  forth,  from  which  a  registry  had  been  re- 
ported.    The  apportionment  was  as  follows : 

Ist  di.<<trict,  Dt^niphan  county      .       .       .*  7  delegatM. 

2d  "  Bn)wuand  Nemeha  .        .        ,  2  ** 

3d  "  AUhison    .        .                        .  6  « 

4th  '•  Leavenworth     .                        .  12  " 

6(h  "  Jefferson     .        .  4  " 

Cth  "  Calhoun     ...  2  ** 

Tth  "  Marshall    ...  1  « 

81  h  "  Riley  and  Pottawatomii           .  4  « 

9th  «  Johnson 3  " 

10th  "  Douglas 8  « 

llth  *'  Shawnee, Rkhardson, and Davla  2  ** 

12lh  "  Lykins 3  « 

10th  "  Lynn 8  « 

18th  "  Bourbon,   McOee,   Dom,   and 

^Uen       .       .       •        .       .  4  ** 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  twenty-one 
out  of  the  thirty-four  organized  oounties  wert 
embraced  in   the*  apportioniiieiit ;  end  tb* 


148 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


joamals  of  the  comrention  ihow  that  all 
these  were  repreneDted  in  that  body. — 
From  the  same  proclamation  it  will  be 
seen  that  five  election  districts,  embracing 
thirteen  counties,  were  left  out  of  the  appor- 
tionment. These  were,  as  will  appear  from 
what  has  been  stated,  the  thirteenth  district, 
boins  Franklii:  county ;  the  14th,  including 
Welter,  Breckenridge,  Wise,  and  Madison ; 
the  15th,  Butler  and  Coffee;  the  17th,  Ander- 
Bon  county ;  and  the  19th,  Woodson,  Wilson, 
Greenwood,  Godfrey,  and  Hunter. 

Of  those  thirteen  counties  nine  had  but  a 
small  population  in  them.  This  (apart  from 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  other  reli- 
able information)  clearly  appears  from  the 
returns  of  the  election  on  the  4th  of  January 
last,  the  official  announcement  of  which  is  filed 
with  the  papers  of  this  report.  From  that  it 
will  be  seen  that  not  a  Tote  was  returned  as 
having  been  cast  in  that  election  in  seven  of 
these  ihiiieen  counties,  about  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  which  so  much  complaint  has  been 
made.  These  seven  counties  are  Weller,  Wise, 
Butler,  Wilson,  Godfrey,  Greenwood,  and 
Hunter.  Nor  was  there  a  vote  at  that  election 
in  either  of  the  three  unorganized  counties 
of  Washington,  Clay,  and  Dickinson. 

In  two  ofthe  thirteen  counties  stated  above- 
to  wit :  Madison  and  Woodson — there  were  but 
90  votes  co&t — 40  in  the  former  and  50  in  the 
latter  ;  and  but  1135  in  the  four  remaining — 
to  wit :  Frauklin,  304 ;  Breckenridge,  191 ; 
Coffee,  453 ;  and  Anderson,  177  ;  so  that  if 
the  election  of  the  4th  of  January  should  be 
received  as  evidence  of  anything,  it  would 
prove  nothing  more  conclusively  than  that  the 
clamor  about  the  disfranchisement  of  half  the 
people,  or  even  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  territory,  is  utterly  groundless, 
and  resorted  to  only  as  a  pretext  for  the  want 
of  something  more  solid.  This  pretext  be- 
comes the  more  glaring  when  the  cause  of 
there  being  no  registrar  m  these  four  counties 
of  Franklin,  Breckenridge,  Anderson  and  Cof- 
fee, is  understood.  This  is  fully  explained 
not  only  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Calhoun  al- 
luded to,  but  by  the  deposition  of  GeorJ^  Wil- 
son, to  be  found  in  Senate  Document  No. 
52,  at  this  session.  From  these  and  other  no- 
torious facts,  the  real  and  true  cause  of  a  fail- 
ure of  registry  of  voters  in  these  counties 
and  a  consequent  failure  of  representation  be- 
ing apportioned  to  thorn  in  the  convention,  too 
clearly  appears  to.  need  much  explanation. 
The  parties  in  whose  behalf  the  cry  of  dis- 
franchisement is  now  raised,  prevented  the 
registry  themselves.  Since  the  or^nization 
of  that  territory,  there  has  been  in  it  a  class 
of  men  whose  avowed  object  was  to  oppose  and 
overthrow  all  legal  authority.  They  went 
there  with  this  purpose.  Their  object  was  to 
set  up  an  imperium  in  imperio.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  President,  they  have  been  in  a 
*'  state  of  rebellion"  against  the  lejpdly  con- 
stituted authorities  from  the  beginning.  '  This 
is  fully  established  by  numerous  reports  of 
Oovemon  Shannon,  Geary,  and  Walker,  and 


Secretarr  Stanton.  They  were,  to  ft  eartAin 
extent,  the  emissaries  of  those  who  denounced 
the  Kansas  bill  when  it  passed  as  a  great 
"  wrong"  and  an  *'  outrage,"  and  who  were 
resolved  to  defeat  its  peaceful  operation. 

To  show  the  groundlessness  of  the  first 
clamor,  as  well  as  the  last,  we  might  here  in- 
quire what  was  the  wrong  or  outrage  of  that 
bill  7  Was  it  a  great  wrong  or  outrage  to  per- 
mit the  people  of  New  York,  Massiushusetts, 
or  other  states  of  the  north^  as  well  as  the 
people  of  the  south,  going  into  a  new  territo- 
ry, the  common  property  of  all,  to  be  as  free 
as  they  were  at  their  native  homes,  and  in 
forming  new  states,  to  enjoy  the  same  riffhts 
which  their  fathers  did  in  the  formation  of  all 
our  present  state  constitutions  and  eovem* 
ments  ?  This  is  just  what  that  bill  did  on  the 
main  question  of  controversy  in  Kansas— no- 
thing more — ^nothing  less.  But  rather  than 
see  tnis  great  principle  of  right,  jastiee,  and 
equality  carried  out,  this  class  of  men  went  to 
that  territory  to  defeat  it  at  overf  hazard. 
Setting  themselves  up  in  defiance  of  law  from 
the  beginning,  they  now  denounce  a  constitu- 
tion made  by  those  who  conformed  to  law  as 
*'  a  fraud,''  '*  a  cheat,"  and  **  a  swindle."  But 
the  more  ultra  of  the  same  party  elsewhere 
have  long  since  said  much  worse  things  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This 
class  of  malcontents  in  Kansas  are  organise^ 
in  a  party  having  the  control  of  some  of  the* 
counties.  They  refused  to  recognise  the  va- 
lidity of  the  law  requiring  the  registry  to  be 
made.  They  opposed  its  execution  both  by 
withholding  their  own  names  in  some  in- 
stances, and  in  others  by  driving  the  officers, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  make  it,  from  the  eoun^ 
try,  with  threats  to  take  the  life  of  anr  who 
should  attempt  it.  This  was  particularly  the 
case  in  Anderson  and  Franklin  counties.  If, 
then,  these  counties  were  unrepresented  in 
the  convention,  their  disfranchisement  was  the 
work  of  their  own  peonle.  Another  signifi- 
cant fact  to  be  noticed  rrom  the  registry  and 
apportionment  together  with  the  official  report 
ot  the  4th  of  January,  is  this :  that  the  five 
counties,  to  wit,  Leavenworth,  Atchison,  Doug- 
las,Doniphan,  and  Jefferson,  at  that  election  cast 
an  aggregate  vote  of  5118,  which  is  a  majority 
of  the  whole  vote  reported  to  have  been  cast 
throughout  the  entire  territory  a^nst  the  con- 
stitution. And  yet  all  these  counties  were  regis- 
tered and  represented  in  the  convention.  They 
had  thirty-six  of  the  sixty  delegates  of  which 
that  body  was  composed.  Now,  if  it  be  true 
that  the  opponents  of  the  constitution  are  so 
largely  in  the  majority  in  those  oounUes,  and 
are  so  violent  in  their  opposition,  as  they  are 
represented  to  be,  why  did  they  not  elect  men 
to  the  convention  who  would  have  formed  a 
constitution  more  to  their  liking?  These 
counties  alone,  by  the  registry,  had  within 
four  votes  of  two-thirds  of  uie  convention,  and 
could  have  made  just  such  a  constitution  as 
would  have  been  most  agreeable  to  their  peo* 
pie.  If  they  refused  to  act  at  the  proper  tuna, 
why  do  they  complain  now  !    If  othersi  OOR 
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ibnning  to  the  law,  went  into  the  convention 
and  formed  a  constitution  to  snit  themseWes, 
was  it  not  their  fair,  just,  and  legal  right  to  do 
it  7  These  complaints  come  too  late,  OTen  if 
they  come  from  orderly,  law-abiding  citizens. 
As  well  might  the  thousands  who  abstained 
from  the  polls,  or  threw  away  their  votes  at 
the  last  presidential  election,  now  come  for- 
war  land  claim  that  the  present  administra- 
tion is  illegal,  and  should  be  set  aside,  because 
the  inaugurated  chief  magistrate  did  not  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  all  tiie  legal  voters  of  the 
United  States,  as  for  these  people  now  to  com- 
plain of  the  result  of  their  own  laches  or  ille- 
gal acts,  or  to  seek  to  remedy  it  by  any  such 
irregular  proceeding  as  the  vote  taken  on  the 
4th  of  January  agamst  the  constitution,  after 
it  had  been  legally  adopted. 

But  the  inquiry  is  made  whether  the  con- 
Btitntion  is  acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  a 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  Kansas.  This 
is  a  matter  the  committee  could  not  ascertain 
and  report  upon  with  certainty  without  polling 
every  legal  voter  in  the  territory  ;  and  if  they 
bad  gone  there  and  taken  the  vote  themselves, 
for  and  against  the  cunstitutiun,  perhaps  the 
mcyority  might  have  varied  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  by  death «  emigration,  or  change  of 
opinion,  before  their  report  could  have l>een 
made.  That  course  of  investigation  is  wholly 
impracticable.  The  only  proper  mode  of  pur- 
*  suing  the  legitimate  inquiry  oefore  Congress, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  is  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  constitution  embodies  the 
legally  and  fairly  expressed  will  of  those  who, 
by  their  acts,  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 
bonajtde  citizens  and  constituent  elements  of 
the  society  or  political  community  to  be  or- 
gmised  in  a  state  within  its  jurisdiction. 
Those  who,  by  their  acts,  show  themselves  not 
to  be  bona  fidt  citiiens,  but  mala  fide  resi- 
dents, and  even  self-acknowledged  outlaws  by 
their  open  hostility  to  all  civil  authority, 
should  not  be  considered  or  taken  in  the  count. 
The  convention  that  formed  the  constitution 
was  as  fairly  constituted  as  could  be  with  a 
yiew  of  allowing  every  bona  fide  citizen  in 
Kansas  entitled  to  vote  to  have  a  free  oppor- 
tonity  to  be  heard  in  its  formation.  This  Mr. 
Stanton  said;  this  Governor  Walker  said; 
this  Judge  Douglas  said ;  this  also  abundant- 
ly appears  from  the  facts  and  evidence  now 
sabmitted.  The  only  correct  test  of  the 
will  of  a  majority  of  the  bona  fide  vo- 
ters of  Kansas  upon  the  subject  of  their  con- 
stitntion,  is  that  of  the  ballot-box,  and  such 
an  exyression  of  their  will  as  has  been  there 
given*  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  in  con- 
unrmity  to  )aw.  By  this  test  a  majority  of 
them  is  certainly  in  favor  of  it.  The  majority 
of  those  going  to  the  polls  when  the  election 
of  delegates,  with  full  and  plenary  power, 
took  place,  was  lar^ly  in  favor  of  those  who 
made  the  constitution ;  and  when  the  direct 
qaestion  on  the  slavery  clause  was  submitted 
•n  the  21st  December,  the  like  majority  was 
omanrbelmingiy  in  favor  of  it.  (m  the  4th 
tenant  in  the  aleetk)]!  of  state  oftcers  un- 


der the  constitution,  it  is  well  known  thai 
both  parties  joined  in  a  vigorous  contest  for 
the  organization  of  the  state  nnder  it.  Up- 
wards of  12,000  voters  participated  in  that 
election.  That  vote  shows  most  clearly  that 
the  constitution  is  not  only  acceptable,  but  has 
been  accepted  by  at  least  four-fifths  of  the 
voters  of  the  territory,  though  it  may  not  be 
entirely  satisfactory  to  all  of  them. 

As  to  the  alleged  frauds  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary for  state  officers  under  the  constitution, 
the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  pertinent  or 
proper  for  them  to  enter  into  any  investiga- 
tion. They  are  matters  to  be  inquired  into 
and  tried  by  other  tribunals,  as  all  frauds  in 
other  state  elections  are.  This  House  can 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  them  in  any  way; 
no  more  than  they  have  over  the  frauds,  if 
any,  in  the  states  of  New  York,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, or  any  other  state  in  elections  for  state 
officers.  Should  Kansas  be  admitted,  and  the 
seat  of  the  member  returned  to  this  House  be 
contested  on  the  ground  of  alleged  frauds, 
then  this  House  would  be  the  proper  tribunal 
to  decide  that  question.  There  will  be  other 
legitimate  tribunals  to  decide  all  others. 

upon  a  review,  then,  of  all  these  facts,  and 
a  survey  of  the  whole  field  here  presented  as  a 
question  of  public  policy,  looking  not  only  to 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  but  to  the  peace  and  narmony  of 
the  whole  Union,  the  committee,  in  conclusion, 
express  their  entire  agreement  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  recommendation  of  the  immediate 
admission  of  the  state. 

That  a  large  number  of  the  states  would 
look  upon  her  rejection,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, with  extreme  sensitiveness,  if  not 
alarm,  cannot  be  denied  or  doubted.  This  is 
natural.  When  they  see  that  no  new  state  has 
ever  presented  herself  for  admission  with  a 
constitution  formed  and  adopted  with  greater 
regularity  and  more  strictly  in  conformity  to 
law ;  when  they  remember  the  irregularities 
that  were  waived  on  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia, whose  constitution  was  formed  without 
any  legal  authority ;  when  they  see  the  irregu- 
larities in  the  case  of  Minnesota,  now  apply- 
ing, which  will  doubtless  be  waived;  when 
they  feel  and  know  that  no  valid  or  well 
founded  ol^ection  can  be  made  to  the  consti- 
tution of  Kansas,  either  in  its  substance  or 
manner  of  adoption,  except  that  it  recognises 
slavery  so  long  as  the  sovereign  state  may 
choose  to  allow  it ;  when  they  know  that  the 
fiat  has  gone  forth  by  that  party  which  mainly 
urges  these  unusual  objections,  that  no  state 
whose  constitution  recognised  slavery  shall 
ever  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
that  the  rejection  of  Kansas  would  increase 
and  inflame  that  factious,  sectional,  and  nn« 
constitutional  spirit — is  it  not  natural  that 
they  should  come  to  the  conclusion  tiiat  the 
real  secret  of  its  rejection  is  this  bare  recogni' 
tion  of  an  institution  which  forms  the  bans  of 
their  civil  society  7  Is  it  not  natural  that  tbia 
act  would  strongly  tend  to  produce  distrail 
towards  the  oommoa  goyemmenti  by  awakoiF 
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iDg  a  ooDTiotioii  that  a  detennination  is  fixed 
bj  the  minority  never  to  allow  another  mem- 
ber of  the  feaeral  family  to  enter  the  Union 
with  institutiong  similar  to  theirs?  Will  not 
her  rejection  tend  to  weaken  the  bonds  wliich 
hold  the  states  together?  These  are  grave 
questions,  involving  in  their  solution  the  des- 
tinies of  the  future.  The  committee  barely 
allude  to  thom ;  they  arc  suggestive  enough 
of  themselves,  without  comment  or  enlarce- 
mont.  But  the  committee  urge  their  calm 
and  dispassionate  consideration,  especially  as 
it  is  believed  by  them  the  peace,  quiet,  wel- 
fare, and  prosperity  of  Kansas  herself  will  be 
promoted  by  ner  admission,  as  well  as  the 
general  harmony  of  all  the  states.  If  it  be 
true  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Kansas 
we  opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  now 
recognised  by  her  constitution,  what  easier 
mode  could  be  adopted  for  them  to  rid  them- 
selves of  it  than  to  allow  them  to  take  charge 
of  this  with  all  other  matters  of  internal  policy, 
clothed  with  the  exercise  of  all  powers  belong- 
ing to  them  as  a  severely  state  of  the  Union  ? 
There  is  nothing  now  in  their  constitution 
more  objectionable  on  this  point  than  is  to  be 
found  in  their  organic  act  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  under  which  they 
must  continue  so  long  as  they  remain  in  a 
terriurial  condition.  The  argument  that  Con- 
eress,  by  the  admission,  will  be  forcing  any 
institution  whatever  upon  an  unwilling  peo- 
ple, is  IS  ^atuitous  as  it  is  groundless,  even 
if  a  majority  there  be  opposed  to  slavery.  For 
by  the  Coastitution  of  the  United  States  slavery 
is  as  much  forced  np(>n  them  as  by  the  consti- 
tution of  Kiinsas.  This  Congress  cannot  pre- 
vent, and  this  will  continue  to  he  the  case 
until  it  is  removed,  if  ever,  by  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  state. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Beaolved,  That  KAnsan  oufl;ht  to  be  admitted  a»  a  state 
into  the  Union  under  the  Lecompton  constitution  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  states,  m  rooommended  l)y  tlio 
Ftesident 

The  minority  of  the  committee  were  Messrs. 
Harris  of  111.,  Adrain  of  N.  J.,  Buffinton  of 
Mass.,  Morrill  of  Vt.,  and  Waldridgc  of  Mich., 
who  also  presented  a  report,  disagreeing  with 
the  above. 

The  result  of  these  several  reports  was,  that 
the  Senate  passed  what  is  called  the  Senate 
Kansas  bill,  the  House  substituted  for  it  the 
Montgomery  Amendment, — the  Senate  insist- 
ed, the  House  adhered.  A  Committee  of  Con- 
ference was  appointed,  and  a  bill  reported  by 
it  became  a  law.  The  several  bills,  and  a  tabu- 
lar statement  of  the  votes  on  them,  follow  here- 
after. 

The  Senate  Kansas  Bill, 

As  it  passed  tlie  Senate  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1S58,  and  which  was  amended  in  the  House  by 


Mr.  Montgomery'f  sabstitiite  therefor  cm  tb« 
1st  of  April,  1858. 

That  part  in  italics  is  what  b  called  the  Qreen- 
Pugh  amendment. 

[For  vote,  see  tabular  statement.] 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Kan- 
sas did,  by  a  convention  of  delegates,  called 
and  assembled  at  Lecompton,  on  the  4th  day 
of  September,  1857,  for  that  purpose,  form  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  state  government^ 
which  said  constitution  is  republican,  and  said 
convention  having  asked  the  admission  of  said 
territory  into  the  Union  as  a  state  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  states — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  state  of  Kan^ 
sas  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  states,  in  all  respects  whatever.  And 
the  said  state  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory 
included  within  the  following  boundaries,  to 
wit :  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  western  boon* 
dary  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  where  the  thirty- 
seventh  parallel  of  latitude  crosses  the  same ; 
thence  west  on  said  parallel  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  New  Mexico ;  thence  north  on 
said  boundary  to  latitude  thirty-eight ;  thence 
following  said  boundary  westward  to  the  easth , 
em  boundary  of  the  territory  of  Utah,  on  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountams ;  thence  north- 
ward on  said  summit  to  the  fortieth  parallel  of 
latitude ;  thence  cast  on  said  parallel  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri ; 
thence  south  with  the  western  boundary  of  said 
state  to  the  place  of  beginning :  Provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  respecting  the  boun- 
dary of  said  state  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  person  or  property  now  pertaining 
to  the  Indians  in  said  territory,  so  long  as  such 
rights  shall  remain  unextinguished  by  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  such  Inilians,  or 
to  include  any  territory  which,  by  treaty  with 
such  Indian  tribe,  is  not  without  the  consent 
of  such  tribe  to  bo  included  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  jurisdiction  of  any  state  or  terri- 
tory ;  but  all  such  territory  shall  ])e  excepted 
out  of  the  boundaries,  and  constitute  no  part 
of  the  state  of  Kansas,  until  said  tribe  vball 
signify  their  assent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  bo  included  within  paid  state, 
or  to  affect  the  authority  of  the  government  (►f 
the  United  States  to  make  any  regulations  re- 
specting such  Indians,  thoir  hunls,  property,  or 
other  rights,  by  treaty,  law,  or  otherwise,  w^ich 
it  would  have  been  competent  to  make  if  th*s 
act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
state  of  Kansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  express  condition  that  said  state  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disp>sal  of  the 
public  lands,  or  with  any  regulations  which 
Congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  said  lands  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers 
and  grantees  thereof,  or  impose  or  levy  any 
tax,  assessment,  or  imposition  of  any  deeeriih 
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Hon  whatever  upon  them,  or  other  property  of 
the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  said 
atate :  and  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  abridge  or  infringe  any  right  of  the 
people  asserted  in  the  constitution  of  Kansas  at 
all  times  to  alter,  reforniy  or  abolish  their  form 
of  government  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper  J  Congress  hereby  disclaiming  any 
auihority  to  interfere  or  declare  the  const  mction 
of  the  constitution  of  any  stale,  except  to  see 
that  it  be  republican  inform,  and  not  in  conflict 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  conRtmed  as  an 
aesent  by  Congress  to  all  or  to  any  of  the  pro- 
positions or  claims  contained  in  the  ordinance 
annexed  to  the  said  constitution  of  the  people 
of  Kansas  nor  to  deprive  the  8a»d  state  of 
Kansas  of  the  same  grants,  if  hereafter  made, 
which  were  containcKl  in  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  preparatory  to  admis- 
non  into  the  Union  on  an  eqiml  n)oting  with 
the  original  states,"  approved  February  26th, 
1857. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  until 
the  next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  and  an 
apportionment  of  representation  made,  tlie  state 
or  Kansas  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representa- 
tive in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from 
and  after  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Kansas 
OS  hereinbefore  provided,  all  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  which  are  not  locally  inapplica- 
ble, shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within 
that  state  as  any  other  state  of  the  Union  ;  and 
the  said  state  is  hereby  constituted  a  judicial 
district  of  the  United  States,  within  which  a 
district  court,  with  the  like  power  and  jurisdic- 
tion as  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Iowa,  shall  bo  established. 
The  judge,  attorney,  and  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  snid*^  district  of  Kansas  shall  re- 
side within  the  same,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  compensatitm  as  the  judge,  attorney, 
and  marshal  of  the  district  of  Iowa. 


Thi  Critten'dex- Montgomery  Amendment. 

Mr.  Crittenden  offered  his  amendment  to 
the  Senate  bill,  in  tlie  Senate,  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1858,  and  it  was  rejected.  [See  tabu- 
lar statement  of  vote.] 

Mr.  Montgomery  offered  his  amendment  to 
the  Senate  bill,  in  the  House,  on  the  Ist  of 
April,  1858,  and  it  was  carried.  [See  tabular 
Statement  of  vote.] 

All  of  the  following  in  roman  is  in  both  the 
Crittenden  and  Montgomery  amendment.  All 
hi  small  caps  is  in  the  Crittenden,  and  not  in 
the  Montgomery  amendment.  All  in  italics 
is  in  the  Montgomery,  and  not  in  the  Critten- 
den amendment. 

The  following  preamble  and  enacting  clause, 
|>reflxed  to  the  Montgomery  amendment,  con- 
•titnt«8  the  Senate  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Hoose,  which  was  voted  for  by  all  those  mem- 


bers  in  the  Honse  who  voted  for  the  Mod1>> 
gomery  amendment,  the  question  being,  Shall 
Uie  biU  of  the  Senate  as  amended  pass  ? 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Kan- 
sas did,  by  a  convention  of  delegates,  called 
and  assembled  at  Lecompton,  on  the  4th  day 
of  September,  1857,  for  that  purpose,  form  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  state  goverrt- 
ment,  which  said  constitution  is  republican, 
and  said  convention  having  asked  the  admis- 
sion of  said  territory  into  the  Union  as  a  state 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states — 

Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  the  state  of  Kansas 
be,  and  is  hereby,  admitteif  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  in 
all  respects  whatever ;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
greatly  disputed  whether  the  constitution 
(WITH  WHICH  Kansas  is  now  admitted) 
{framed  at  Lecompton,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
November  last,  ana  now  pending  before  Con- 
gress,) was  fairly  made,  or  expressed  tlie  will 
of  the  people  of  Kansas,  this  admission  of  her 
into  the  Union  as  a  state  is  here  declared  to  be 
upon  the  fundamental  condition  precedent, 
namely,  that  the  said  constitutional  instru- 
ment shall  be  first  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  of  Kansas,  and  assented  to  by  them,  or 
a  majority  of  the  voters,  at  an  election  to  be 
held  for  the  purpose  ;  and  as  soon  as  such  as- 
sent shall  l>e  given,  and  duly  made  known  (by 
a  majority  of  the  commissioners  herein  ap' 
pointed,)  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  shall  announce  the  same  by  pn>clamation ; 
and  thereafter,  and  without  any  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  state  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  shall  be  complete  and 
absolute.  At  the  said  election  the  (vote) 
(voting)  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  by  endorsing 
on  his  ballot,  as  each  voter  may  please,  "  for 
the  constitution,"  or  "against  the  constitu- 
tion." Should  the  said  constitution  be  re- 
jected at  the  said  election  by  a  majority  of 
votes  being  cast  against  it,  then,  and  in  that 
event,  the  inhabitants  of  said  territory  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  form  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  state  govern- 
ment by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Kansas, 

t PREPARATORY  TO  ITS  ADMISSION  INTO  TEE 
Inion,)  according  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  to  that  end  may  elect  delegates  to  a 
convention  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  state  of  Kansas  shall  have  concurrent  ju- 
risdiction on  the  Missouri  and  all  other  rivets 
and  waters  bordering  on  the  said  state  of  KaO' 
sas,  60  far  as  the  same  shall  form  a  common 
boundary  to  said  state,  and  any  other  state  or 
states  now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  or 
bounded  by  the  same;  and  said  rivers  and 
waters,  and  all  the  navi^ble  waters  of  said 
state,  shall  be  common  highways  and  for  efer 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  state  as 
to  all  other  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  witb- 
out  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll  therefor. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha^  for 
the  purpose  of  insuring,  aa  fax  %a  yMs^^ft^ 
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ijtkt  the  eleotiobs  unlluMrif  ed  by  this  art  may 
b6  lyir  and  firee^  the  gorenior  and  aeovetaiy 
oftiie  tagritorj  of  Kansas,  and  the  inresiding 
oiloen  of  the  two  branches  of  its  legislature, 
namely,  the  president  of  the  Oonneil  and 
speaker  <tf  the  House  of  Representattves,  are 
hereby  constitnted  a  board  of  commissioners 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  thb  act, 
and  to  ose  all  the  means  necessary  and  proper 
to  that  end.  And  [ant]  three  of  them  shall 
eonstitote  a  board ;  and  the  board  shall  have 
pgtrer  and  authority,  in  respect  to  each  and 
all  of  the  electicms  hereby  authorised  or  pro- 
idded  fi>r,  to  designate  and  establish  precincts 
Ibr  toting,  or  to  adopt  those  alreaay  estab- 
Uriied ;  to  cause  polls  to  be  opened  at  such 
places  as  it  mar  deem  proper  in  the  respectiTO 
o(N|nties  and  election  precincts  of  saia  tern- 
tfftj ;  to  appoint  as  judees  of  election,  at  each 
of  the  sevend  places  of  TOting,  three  discreet 
tad  respectable  persons,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  competent  to  act ;  to  reouire  the  she- 
rlflb  of  the  several  counties,  by  themselves  or 
daputies,  to  attend  the  judges  at  each  of  the 
places  of  voting,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
peace  and  good  order ;  or  the  said  board  may, 
uistead  of  said  sheriffii  and  their  deputies,  ap- 
point at  their  discretion,  and  in  such  instances 
as  they  may  choose,  other  fit  persons  for  the 
same  purpose :  and  when  the  purpose  of  the 
election  is  to  elect  delegatee  to  a  convention  to 
form  a  constitution,  as  hereinbefore  provided 
for,  the  number  of  delegatee  shall  be  sirty,  and 
they  shall  be  apportioned  by  said  board  among 
the  several  counties  of  said  territory  according 
to  the  number  of  voters ;  and  in  making  this 
apportionment,  the  board  may  join  two  or  more 
counties  toother  to  moke  an  election  or  repre- 
sentative district,  where  neither  of  the  said 
counties  has  the  requisite  number  of  voters  to 
entitle  it  to  a  delegate,  or  to  join  a  smaller  to 
a  larger  county,  having  a  surplus  population, 
where  it  may  serve  to  equalise  the  representa- 
tion. The  elections  hereby  authorised  shall 
continue  one  day  only,  and  shall  not  be  con- 
tinued later  than  sundown  on  that  day.  The 
said  board  shall  appoint  the  day  of  election  for 
each  of  the  elections  hereby  authorized,  as  the 
same  may  become  necessary.  The  said  gov- 
ernor shall  announce,  by  proclamation,  the 
day  appointed  for  any  one  of  sdd  elections ; 
and  the  day  shall  be  as  early  a  one  as  is  con- 
sistent with  due  notice  thereof  to  the  people 
of  said  territory,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  The  said  board  shall  have  full  power 
to  prescribe  the  time,  manner,  and  places  of 
eacn  of  said  elections,  and  to  direct  the  time 
and  manner  of  the  returns  thereof,  which  re- 
turns shall  be  made  to  the  said  board,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  announce  the  result  by  pro- 
olamation,  and  to  appoint  therein  as  early  a 
day  as  practicable  tor  the  delegates  elected 
(wiiere  the  election  has  been  for  delegates)  to 
IMwemble  in  oonvention  at  the  seat  or  govern- 
ment  of  said  territory.  When  so  assembled, 
tiie  oooyention  shall  first  determine,  by  vote, 
lAollMr  iftii  llw  wish  of  [tsa  rmmm  or]  the 


pgopoeed  state  to  be  admitted  into  fbe  Uatai, 
at  that  time;  and  if  so,  shall  proeeed  jko  fonn! 
a  ooBstitntioa,  and- take  all  necessary  steps  fos 
the  establishment  of  a  state  government,  in 
omifoirmity  with  the  Federal  Oonstituti(m»  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  and  ratification  of  thepeoplp 
of  the  propoMd  state.  And  the  said  oonven  wm.. 
shall,  acciordingly,  provide  for  its  sabmissioii  to. 
the  vote  of  the  people  for  approval  or  rqjeotion  i 
[and  i/the  nu(forikf  ofvoUt  shall  be  awm  Jbr 
ike  conMution  to  framed  as  n^oreaaiot  ike  000-, 
emor  of  Ike  lenUory  skaU^  wUkin  Uomig  aoj^. 
after  the  reeuU  is  kwmm,  mOify  Ike  JPrendmi 
^  the  Untied  SUUee  of  ike  same.  jMd^ikerek 
upon,  the  Ftesidmt  shaU  annomce  Ike  eenme  ^. 
prodamatum,  and  thereinfier,  and  wUkomt  aeqi 
fiirther  proeeedinffe  whatever  on  the  piui  ^: 
Oongreest  the  admiesian  of  the  said  staU  ^^ 
Kansaa  into  the  Union,  upon  an  mpud  Jhotimg 
with  the  original  eMee,  in  all  reepectt  maUfmr^ 
ehall  be  complete  and  absolute.] 
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Ac  i.  And  be  U  fkrtlktr 
maeted,  That  m  the  deeUom 
herAg  authnri$ed,  all  whUe 
maU  MkoMConte  ^  taid  ter- 
rOayover  the  a/ft  iff  tiomtif 
mtifean,  who  art  Ugal  waten 
uftder  tte  lawv  qf  tkt  terri- 
toiy  qf  Kamai,  and  nom 
cthin,  ihatt  6s  oBowd  la 
Mit;  amdthiithaU  be  themdff 
qual{1teatian  rtqutred  to  m- 
mU  th$  voter  to  the  Hgfd  q/  umo  *o  vosb}  amb  imm 
tafiraffiinmiddecHoiu.  And 
iranjfperton  not  m>  qual^/Ud 
^aU  vote  or  <^  to  vote^  or  if 
ONy  permm  than  vot$  wwre 
than  once  at  either  qf  mid 
deeHont,  or  cAofl  make  or 
eauee  to  be  made  any  faUt^ 
jUaHomy  or  /randuleiU  re- 
tumSt  or  $haU  alter  or  change 
any  retumt  of  either  of  eaid 
dteotont,  weh  wnon  thaXL, 
vpon  eanTiation  theroaf  before 
any  court  of  competent  juria- 
didion,  be  kept  ai  fiord  labor 
not  leu  than  six  monUu,  and 
not  more  than  throe  yean. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
members  of  the  aforesaid  board  of  oonimis» 
sioners,  and  all  persons  appointed  by  than  te 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall, 
before  entering  upon  their  duties,  take  an  oath 
to  perform  faiwfully  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices  ;  and  on  failure  thereof,  they  snail 
be  liable  and  subject  to  the  same  charges  and 
penalties  as  are  provided  in  like  coses  under 
the  territorial  laws. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section 
shall  receive  for  their  services  the  same  com- 
pensation as  is  given  for  like  services  under 
the  territorial  laws. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  state  of  Kansas,  when  her  odmismon  as  a 
state  becames  complete  and  absolute,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  member  in  the  House  of  Bepte* 
sentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  till  the  next  census  be  taken  by  the 
federal  government. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  llie 
fi^owing  propositions  be,  and  the 
hereby,  offerea  to  the  said  people  of 
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for  tbeir  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  which,  if 
accepted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  and  upon  the  said  state  of  Kansas,  to 
wit:  First.  That  sections  numbered  sixteen 
and  thirty-six  in  every  township  of  public 
lands  in  said  state,  and  where  either  of  said 
sections,  or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  sold  or 
otherwise  been  aisposed  of,  other  lands,  equi- 
valent thereto  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be, 
■hall  be  granted  to  said  state  for  the  use  of 
schools.  Second.  That  seventy-two  sections 
of  land  shall  be  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the 
use  and  support  of  a  state  university,  to  be 
selected  by  the  goveAior  of  said  state,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  and  to  be  appropriated  and 
applied  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of 
said  state  may  prescribe  fur  the  purpose  afore- 
said, but  for  no  other  purpose.  Tnird.  That 
ten  entire  sections  of  land,  to  be  selected  by 
the  governor  of  said  state,  in  legal  subdivi- 
sions, shall  be  granted  to  said  state  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  public  buildings, 
or  for  the  erection  of  others  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, under  the  direction  of  the  legisla- 
ture thereof.  Fourth.  That  all  salt  springs 
within  said  state,  not  exceeding  twelve  in 
number,  with  six  sections  of  land  adjoining, 
or  as  contiguous  as  may  be  to  each,  shall  be 
granted  to  said  state  fur  \t»  use,  the  same  to 
be  selected  by  the  governor  thereof  within 
one  year  after  the  admission  of  said  state,  and 
when  so  selected,  to  be  used  or  disposed  of 
on  such  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  as 
the  legislature  shall  direct:  Provided,  That 
no  salt  spring  or  land,  the  right  whereof  is 
now  vested  in  any  individual  or  individuals, 
or  which  may  be  hereafter  confirmed  or  ad- 
judged to  any  individual  or  individuals,  shall 
be  by  this  article  granted  to  said  state.  Fifth. 
That  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales 
of  all  public  lands  lying  within  said  state,  which 
shall  DC  sold  by  Congress  after  the  admission 
of  said  state  into  the  Uni(m,  after  deducting 
all  the  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be 
paid  to  said  state,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
public  roads  and  internal  improvements,  as 
the  legislature  shall  direct :  Provided,  That  the 
foregomg  propositions,  hereinbefore  oficred, 
are  on  the  condition  that  the  people  of  Kansas 
shall  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that 
said  state  shall  never  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disp/)sal  of  the  soil  within  the  same  by 
the  United  States,  or  with  any  regulations 
Congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  said  soil  to  bona  fide  purchasers  there- 
of; and  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands 
belonging;  to  the  United  States,  and  that  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed 
higher  than  residents.  [Sixth.  Arid  thai  the 
said  .state  shall  never  tax  the  lands  or  the  proper- 
ty  of  the  United  States  in  that  state:  Provided, 
however.  That  nothing  in  this  act  of  admission 
shall  be  so  eonxinied  as  to  ratify  or  accept  the 
ordinance  attached  to  said  constitution^  framed 
at  Leeompton ;  but  said  ordinance  is  hei-eby  re- 
jeded  by  Vie  United  States,'] 


RlPORT  OF  THE  JoiNT    CoMMITTXE  OF  CoNFIB- 
XNCE,  ON  THE  DISAGREEING  YOTES  BETWEUT 

THE  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, UPON  THE  Bill  for  the  Admission  or 
Kansas. 

[For  voto  on  same  in  each  House,  see  tabular 
statement  of  vote.] 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Kan- 
sas did,  by  a  convention  of  delegates  assem- 
bled at  Leeompton,  on  the  7th  day  of  Novent- 
ber,  1857,  for  that  purpose,  form  for  them- 
selves a  constitution  and  state  government, 
which  constitution  is  republican ;  and  where- 
as, at  the  same  time  and  place,  said  conven- 
tion did  adopt  an  ordinance,  which  said  ordi- 
nance asserts  that  Kansas,  when  admitted  as 
a  state,  will  have  an  undoubted  right  to  tax 
the  lands  within  her  limits  belon|;ing  to  the 
United  States,  and  proposes  to  relinquish  said 
asserted  right  if  certain  conditions  set  forth 
in  said  ordinance  be  accepted  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and 
whereas  the  said  constitution  and  ordinance 
have  been  presented  to  Conjjress  by  order  of 
said  convention,  and  admission  of  said  terri- 
tory into  the  Union  thereon  as  a  state,  re- 
quested ;  and  whereas  said  ordinance  is  not 
acceptable  to  Congress,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
ascertain  whether  the  people  of  Kansas  con- 
cur in  the  changes  in  said  ordinance,  herein- 
after stated,  and  desire  admission  into  the 
Union  as  a  state  as  herein  proposed  :  There- 
fore— 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
ica  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  state  of 
Kansas  be,  and  is  hereby,  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states  in  all  respects  whatever,  but  upon  this 
fundamental  condition  precedent,  namelv : 
That  the  question  of  admission,  with  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  in  lieu  of  the  ordinance 
framed  at  Leeompton,  be  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  assented  to  by 
them,  or  a  majority  of  the  voters  voting  at  an 
election  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  namely : 
That  the  following  propositions  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  offered  to  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas for  acceptance  or  rejection,  which,  if 
accepted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  said  state  of  Kansas,  to 
wit :  First,  that  sections  numbers  sixteen  and 
thirty-six  in  every  township  of  public  lands  in 
said  state,  or  wliere  either  ot  said  sections 
or  any  part  thereof  has  been  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto, 
and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be  granted 
to  said  state  for  the  use  of  schools,  oecond, 
that  seventy-two  sections  of  land  shall  be  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  the  support  of  a  state 
university,  to  be  selected  by  tne  governor  of 
said  state,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  and  to  pe 
appropriated  and  applied  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  of  said  state  may  prescribe 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  but  for  no  other  piar> 
pose.    Third,  that  ten  entire  sections  of  ub4 


^ 
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Hdr  M  fdeeM  bjr  A*  m«lndr  oC  Mid  iMt, 
fti  '^tel  sabditiikHU,  ituJl  be  gnmled  to  nid 
■M»lbr  Hm  parpOM  of  oouplefciog  the  pablio 
MldlngB,  or  Ibr  the  eieetioii  of  othert  et  the 
■wt  of  goTerament,  under  the  direoikm  of  tiie 
ligiriatnre  thereof.  Fourth,  that  all  lalt 
■prings  within  said  stale,  not  exoeeding  twelve 
innomber,  with  six  sections  of  land  aicnoining 
to  as  ooDtigaoos  as  maj^  be  tc  sach,  uiall  be 
granted  to  said  state  fbr  its  nse,  the  same  to  be 
Mdeeted  by  the  goremor  thereof,  within  one 
jear  after  the  admissbn  of  said  state,  and 
wh^m  80  selected  to  be  used  or  disposed  of  on 
•odi  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations,  as  the 
legislatare  may  direct:  Provided,  That  no 
^•ut  spring  or  land,  the  riffht  whereof  is  now 
'tested  in  any  individusl  or  individuals,  or 
iduoh  may  hereafter  be  oonfirmed  or  adiudeed 
Id  any  individual  or  individuals,  shall,  by  Uiis 
CHiofe,  be  granted  to  said  state.  FiiUi,  the 
five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
edflsof  all  public  lands  Iving  within  said 
■late,  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  after 
'the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  Union,  af- 
tnr  deducting  M  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  1^  paid  to  said  state  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  public  roads  and  internal  im- 
provements, as  the  legislature  shall  direct: 
Frovided,  The  foregoing  propositions  herein 
odfered  are  on  the  condition  that  the  state  of 
Elansas  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disDOsal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  or 
witn  any  regulations  which  0on|pres8  may 
And  necessary  for  securing  the  title  m  said  sod 
to  bona  fide  purchasers  mereof,  and  that  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  in  no  case  shul  non- 
xeeident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  resi- 
dents. Sixtn,  and  that  said  state  shall  never 
tax  the  lands  or  property  of  the  United  States 
in  that  state. 

At  the  said  election  the  voting  shall  be  by 
ballot,  and  by  endorsing  on  his  ballot,  as  each 
Toter  may  please,  proposition  accepted,  or  pro- 
position r^ected.  Should  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  be  for  proposition  accepted,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  the 
Ihot  is  duly  made  known  to  him,  shall  an- 
nounce the  same  by  proclamation ;  and,  there- 
after, and  without  any  further  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the 
itate  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal 
Jboting  with  the  original  states,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  shall  be  complete  and  absolute,  and 
•aid  state  shall  be  entitled  to  one  member  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  until  the  next  census  be 
taken  by  the  federal  government.  But  should 
ft  mijonty  of  the  votes  cost  be  for  proposition 
fleeted,  it  shall  be  deemed  and  held  that  the 

Sople  of  Kansas  do  not  desire  admission  into 
^  e  Union  with  said  constitution  under  the  con- 
ditions set  fbrth  in  said  proposition ;  and  in 
tfiat  event  the  people  ox  said  territory  are 
hereby  authorise  and  empowered  to  form  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  state  govem- 
mma%  by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Kansas, 


MeofOBg  to  the  Pederai  OsntiWlMii^fMMl  iMV 
eket  dsMJfpites  fbr  that  pnipos^  wkmBnfj  aid 
not  before,  h  is  aeeertainen,  by  a  esiwe,  4wjf 
andiflgaUy  taken,  that  the  popdlalkmoC  Md 
temtoryeqoals  or  exceeds  the  latioef  ttepit* 
sentation  required  Ibr  a  member  ef  the  Hnied 
of  Representatives  of  the  Oongrsi  «f  the 
United  States;  and  whenevear  theraaftse  <wsh 
delecatee  shall  assemble  in  conventMNi*  tfiegr 
shaufirst  determine  by  a  vote  whether  it  Sa  jtq# 
wish  of  the  people  of  the  proposed  state  to  & 
admitted  into  the  Union  at  that  time^  and^  tf 
so,  shall  proceed  to  fonoa  a  eonetiiatftov,  aiif 
take  all  neoessary  stepe^br  the  establiehiMii^ 
of  a  state  government  in  oonfbmilgr  .irith.Up 
Federal  Constitution,  sulject  to  eooh  limbic 
tions  and  restrictions  as  to  the  mode  tmA  MM* 
ner  of  its  approval  or  ratification  by .  the  peft* 
pie  of  the  prcHMeed  state  as  they  mav  hi 
prescribed  by  law,  and  shall  be  etttiHea  tO; 
mission  into  the  Union  as  a  state  undsK  ( 
oonstitution  thus  fiurly  and  legally  asade^ ' 
or  without  slavery,  as  said  oonstitntian  ipaf 
prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eoaeted,  Th«t  ftr 
the  purpose  of  insuring  as  &r  as  possible  tlpajt 
the  election  autboriied  by  this  aot  may  ba^Mr 
and  free,  the  governor.  United  States  diatnet 
attorney,  and  secretfurr  of  the  territory  of 
Kaosas,  and  the  presiding  officers  of  tiM  two 
branches  of  its  le^pslature,  namely,  the  nresi- 
dent  of  the  council  and  the  speaker  Of  the 
house  of  representatives,  are  hereby  cbnstitDtad 
a  board  ox  commissioners  to  carry  into  efleet 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  use  all  the 
means  necessary  and  proper  to  that  end.  Any 
three  of  them  shall  constitute  a  board,  and  the 
board  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  desig- 
nate and  establish  precincts  for  voting,  or  to 
adopt  those  already  established ;  to  cause  the 

Soils  to  be  opened  at  such  places  as  it  nay 
eem  proper  in  the  respective  counties  and 
election  precincts  of  said  territory ;  to  appoint 
as  judges  of  election,  at  each  of  the  several 
places  of  voting,  three  discreet  and  respectable 
persons,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  competent 
to  act ;  to  require  the  sheriffs  of  the  sevoal 
counties,  by  toemselves  or  deputies,  to  attend 
the  judges  at  each  of  the  places  of  voting  fbit 
the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good  order; 
or  tne  said  board  may,  instead  of  said  sherifs 
and  their  deputies,  appoint,  at  their  discretion, 
and  in  such  instances  as  they  may  choose,  other 
fit  persons  for  the  same  purpose.  The  election 
hereby  authorised  shall  continue  one  day  only, 
and  shall  not  be  continued  later  than  sundown 
on  that  day.  The  said  board  shall  appoint  the 
day  for  holding  said  election,  and  the  said  gov- 
ernor shall  announce  the  same  by  prodama* 
tion ;  and  the  day  shall  be  as  early  a  one  as  is 
consistent  with  due  notice  thereof  to  the  peo- 
ple of  said  territory,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act  The  said  board  have  full  power  to 
prescribe  the  time,  manner,  and  places  of  said 
election,  and  to  direct  the  time  and  manner  of 
the  returns  thereof,  which  returns  shall  be 
made  to  the  said  board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
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to  wiiHNiDao  Uw  reralt  bj  pnMlunatdoD  ;  and 
tiM  Mid  gorenior  shkll  tmaty  the  midb  to  ibe 
Piwdant  of  the  Dnited  Statu  without  de\tty. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tbat,  in 
Iho  eleotion  bereb?  Kutboriied,  all  white  male 
tahabitantfl  of  said  territorj,  over  the  age  of 
twentj-one  jeara,  who  posaesB  the  qualifications 
which  were  required  bj  the  laws  of  said  terri- 
tory fbr  a  leTal  voter  at  the  laat  Moeral  elec- 
tion for  membeTs  of  the  territorial  legislature, 
And  none  others,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote ;  and 
this  ahall  be  the  onlj  qualification  required  to 
entitle  the  oitliens  to  the  ri^t  of  sutfrage  in 
■^d  deotion ;  and  if  anj  person  not  so  quali- 
fled  ahall  vote,  or  offer  to  vote,  or  if  anj  person 
•hall  Tote  more  than  once  at  said  election,  or 
ritall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  any  false,  fic- 
titioni,  or  fraudulent  returns,  or  shoil  alter  or 
(dwnge  anj  retuma  of  said  election,  such  per- 
KNU  ahall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  an; 
Minpetontcourtof  jurisdiotion,  be  kept  at  hard 
labor  for  not  less  than  six  months  and  not  more 
than  three  years, 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
members  of  the  aforesaid  board  of  commis- 
rioners,  and  all  persons  appointed  by  them  to 
Mny  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall. 


before  enleriDe  upon  th^  dntiee,  take  an  oath 
to  perform  biufnl^  the  duties  of  their  reipeo- 
tive  offices,  and  on  &ilare  thereof  thej  shall  be 
liable  and  aut^ecC  to  the  same  charges  and  pen* 
alties  as  are  provided  in  Like  cases  nnder  tit* 
territorial  laws. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tha 
officers  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section 
shall  receive  for  their  services  the  same  oom- 
pensation  as  is  given  for  like  services  nndei 
the  territorial  Jaws. 

J^HBs  S.  Orun, 
R.  M.  T.  Hdntir, 
Managers  on  part  of  Ota  Senate. 
Wh.  H.  En  a  USB, 
AuuNPia  H.  SriPHUn, 
Managers  on  part  of  the  Iloase. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  managers  aa 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  does  not  agree  to  the 
foregoing  report. 


Wh.  a.  Howaat. 


BTATEUZHT  Of  V< 


S  IN  THI  SBHATE. 


M.  W.  B.Ort.W 
>.  a.  BiJinL  Ik 


Xa£liar1tli  CtmrnOr,  Ulcb. 
Dumia  aarlr,  N.  IL 
C.C.CI*T.Jr.,AI*.  . 
--  *  CblteMr,  ¥t 
_.  J.  CDnnn 
a.  DbtIi,  Mm. 

J.  a.  a 


a.  i.  CDnniim,  Zj. . 


E. DonglwIU.  . 
J.  J.'Btui,  S.  0.     '. 


J,  F.  aal-.  N.  II. 
mtlnbal  Hamlat. 
9,  U.  HuunoDd,  S. 
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LeCOVPTOX   CONBTITUIION. 

Article  VII. — Slavery. 

Sec.  1,  The  right  of  propertj  is  before 
Bnd  higher  tbaa  any  coDstitutional  sanctioD, 
and  the  right  of  the  ownsr  of  a  slave  to  such 
slave  and  its  increase  is  the  same,  and  as  io- 
violable  as  the  right  of  the  owner  of  any  pro- 
perty whalevcr. 

Sec,  2.  The  legislature  shall  have  no  power 
to  pass  laws  for  the  eniancipatioo  of  slaves 
vritnout  the  consent  of  the  ownerfl,  or  without 
paying  the  owners  previous  to  their  emanci- 
pation a  full  equivalent  in  monev  for  the 
glaves  so  emancipated.     They  shall  have  no 

Eower  to  prevent  emicranta  to  the  state  from 
ringing  with  them  such  persona  as  are  deemed 
•Uvea  by  the  laws  of  odj  one  of  die  United 


States  or  territories,  so  long  as  any  person 
of  the  same  age  or  description  shall  be  conti- 
nnod  in  slavery  by  the  laws  of  this  state: 
Provided.  That  such  person  or  slave  be  tho 
bona  fide  property  of  such  emij^rants :  Jnd 
provided,  aUo,  That  laws  may  be  passed  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  into  this  state  of 
slaves  who  have  committed  high  crimes  in 
other  states  or  territories.  Thev  shall  havo 
poner  to  pass  laws  to  permit  the  owners  of 
slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rigbta 
of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from  beoon^ 
ing  a  public  charge.  They  shall  liave  power  to 
oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  tbem  with 
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and  clothing,  to  abBt&in  from  nil  injurioa  to 
tbem  extending  (o  life  or  limb,  and,  in  cnse  of 
their  neglect  or  refuBal  to  comply  with  the  di~ 
rection  of  such  lavrs,  to  have  sueu  slave 
■cM  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  owner  or  o 

Seo.  3.  In  the  prOHOcntion  of  alaveg  for 
orimcs  of  hi;;her  grade  than  petit  lorucny,  the 
legielature  shall  have  no  iM)wer  to  doprivi" 
them  of  an  iiDpartial  trid  b;  &  petit  jur^. 

Sac.  4.  Anj  pennn  vha  shall  maliciouBlv 
dianiembcr,  or  deprive  n  slave  of  life,  shall 
■offer  euuii  punislinicut  as  would  be  inflicted 
in  COM  the  liko  offence  had  been  committed 
on  a  free  wliite  person,  and  on  the  like  proof, 
asoept  in  uaae  of  insurroction  of  suoh  slave. 
Frte  Negroes. 

Bill  of  Riffhtt,  Sec.  23.  Free  negroes  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  live  in  ihia  slate  under 
nnj  circumatanceg. 

AwiCLS  VIII.— fifedton*  and  BighU  of  Suf- 
frage. 

Sec.  1.  Every  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  above  the  a^  of  twenty-one  years, 
haviDg  resided  in  this  state  one  year,  oiid  in 
the  county,  city,  or  town  in  which  he  may 
offer  to  vote,  three  months  next  preceding  any 
election,  uhall  have  the  qualifications  of  an 
elector,  and  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  electians. 
And  every  male  citiien  of  the  tlnitod  Slates, 
above  the  uge  aforesaid,  who  may  be  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  at  the  time  that  this  const!- 
tntioD  eball  bo  adopted,  shnll  have  the  right 
of  voting  as  aforesaid ;  but  no  such  citiicn  or 
inhabitant  »hall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in 
the  county  in  which  he  shall  actually  reside 
at  the  time  of  tlie  election. 

Amendments  to  tlie  Conxtiiution. 

Bill  of  RighU,  Seo.  2.  All  political  power 
it  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  in- 
stituted for  their  beneSt :  and  therefore  they 
have  at  all  times  an  inalienable  and  iudefea- 
eible  right  ill  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their 
form  of  governineut  in  such  manner  as  they 
mar  thinl  proper. 

Schedule,  Sec,  14.  After  the  year  one  tliou- 
Bood  eight  hundred  and  eiity-four,  whenever 
the  legislature  shall  think  it  necessary  to 
amend,  alter,  or  change  this  constitution,  they 
■ball  recommend  to  the  electors  at  the  next 
leaeral  election,  two-thirds  of  the  members  of 
each  house  concurring  to  votefur  or  againstcall- 
iDg  a  convention,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a 
majority  of  all  citizens  of  the  state  We  voted 
for  a  convention,  the  legislature  ehail  at  it» 
nest  regular  sessinD  call  a  convention,  to  cun- 
Bist  of  OS  manv  members  as  there  may  be  in 
the  Uouse  of  Representativ 


Subminiort  of  Slavery  ClmtK  to  Ae  iVopIt. 
Schedule,  Sec.  8.  Before  this  conetitation 
ahall  be  sent  to  Congress,  asking  for  admiMioii 
into  tfae  Union  as  a  state,  it  shBiI  be  submitted 
to  all  the  white  male  inhabitants  of  this  terri- 
tory, for  approval  or  disapproval,  as  follows: 
The  presiaent  of  this  convention  shall,  bj 
proclamation,  declare  that  on  the  twenty-fitat 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  filly-sevon,  at  the  different  election  pre- 
cincts now  catablialied  by  law,  or  which  may 
be  establiehcd  as  herein  provided,  in  tha  ter- 
ritory of  Kansae,  an  election  shall  be  held, 
over  which  shall  preside  three  judges,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  be  appointed  aa  followa : 
The  president  of  this  convention  shall  appoint 
three  commissioners  in  each  county  in  the 
territory,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  appoint 
three  judges  of  electiun  in  the  several  preemcts 
of  their  respective  counties,  and  to  cstabliah 
precincts  for  voting,  and 'to  cause  polls  to  ba 
opened,  at  such  places  as  they  may  deem  pro- 
per in  their  respective  counties,  at  which  eloo- 
tion  the  constitution  framed  by  this  ocnven- 
tion  shall  be  submitted  to  all  the  while  mala 
inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Kansas  in  (ba 
said  territory  upon  that  day,  and  over  the  ago 
of  twenty-one  years,  for  ratification  or  reieo- 
tion,  in  the  following  manner  and  form:  Tha 
voting  shall  be  by  ballot.  The  judges  of  eaid 
election  shall  cause  to  be  kept  two  poll  booka 
by  two  clerks,  bj  them  appointed.  The  bal- 
lots cast  at  saia  electiun  shall  be  endoiaed, 
"  constitution  with  slavery"  and  "  constitntkni 
with  no  slavery."*  One  of  said  poll  books 
shall  be  returned  within  eight  days  to  the 
president  of  this  convention,  and  the  other 
shall  be  retained  by  the  judges  of  election  and 
kept  open  for  inspection.  The  president,  with 
two  rir  more  mcmbors  of  this  convcniion,  shall 
examine  naid  pidl  iKioks.  nnd  if  it  shall  appear 
upon  said  exauiinatioii  that  a  majority  of  the 
legal  votes  cast  at  said  election  be  in  favor  of 
the  "constituliim  with  slavery,"  he  shall  im- 
mediately liave  the  saoie  transmitteil  to  theCun- 
grws  iif  the  United  Slates,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided ;  but  if,  upon  such  examination  of  aaid 
poll  books,  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of 
the  Icgiil  votes  cast  at  said  election  be  in  (avoi 
of  the  "constitution  with  no  slavery,"  then 
the  article  providing  for  iilavery  shall  be 
stricken  from  this  constitution  by  the  president 
of  this  convention,  and  slavery  shall  no  longer 
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places,  and  by  the  some  electors  that 
the  representatives ;  siiid  delegates  so  elected 
■ball  meet  within  three  months  after  said  elec- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  revising,  amencling,  or 
changing  the  coostitutioo,  but  no  alteration 
■hall  be  made  to  affect  the  rights  of  property 
Ja  tte  owaerebip  of  alavM. 
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exist  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  exoept  that  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves  now  in  this  territory 
shall,  in  no  manner,  be  interfered  with,  and 
shall  have  transmitted  the  constitution,  so  rati- 
fied, (to  Congress  the  constitution,  so  ratified,) 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  herein- 
before provided.  In  case  of  the  failure  of  the 
S resident  of  this  convention  to  perform  the 
uties  imposed  upon  him  in  the  foregoing  sec- 
tion, by  reason  of  death,  resignation,  or  other- 
wise, the  same  duties  shall  'devolve  upon  the 
president  jTTO  <eiii. 

Land  (h'dinance.* 

The  following  is  the  ordinance  attached  to 
the  Lecompton  constitution : 

Whereas,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  the  proprietor,  or  will  become  so,  of 
all  or  most  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits 
of  Kansas,  as  determined  under  the  constitu- 
tioQ ;  and  whereas  the  state  of  Kansas  will 
nossess  the  undoubted  right  to  tax  such  lands 
lor  the  support  of  her  state  government,  or  for 
other  proper  and  legitimate  purposes  connect- 
ed with  her  existence  as  a  state :  Now,  there- 
fi>re,  be  it  ordained  by  this  convention,  on  be- 
half of  and  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of 
Kansas,  that  the  right  aforesaid  to  tax  such 
lands  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  relin- 
quished, if  the  conditions  following  shall  be 
accepted  and  agreed  to  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Section  1.  That  sections  numbered  8,  16, 
24,  and  36,  in  every  township  in  the  state,  or 
in  case  either  of  said  numbered  sections  are  or 
shall  be  otiierwise  disposed  of,  that  other  lands, 
equal  thereto  in  value  and  as  contiguous  as 
may  be,  shall  be  granted  to  the  state,  to  be 
applied  exclusively  to  the  support  of  common 
flcbools. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  salt  springs,  and  gold,  sil- 
Ter,  copper,  lead  or  other  valuable  mines,  to- 
gether with  the  lands  necessary  for  their  full 
occupation  and  use,  shall  be  granted  to  said 
atate  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  state ;  and 
the  same  shall  be  used  or  disposed  of  under 
auch  terms  and  conditions  and  regulations  as 
the  legislature  of  said  state  shall  direct. 

Sec.  3.  That  five  per  centum  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  all  public  lands  sold  or  hold  in 
trust  or  otherwise  lying  within  the  said  state, 
whether  sold  before  or  after  the  admission  of 
tlie  state  into  the  Union,  after  deducting  all 
expenses  incidental  to  the  same,  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  state  of  Kansas  for  the  purpose  fol- 
lowing, to  wit :  two-fifths  to  be  disbursed  under 
the  direction  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads within  said  state,  and  the  residue  for  the 
support  of  common  schools. 

Sec.  4.  That  seventy-two  sections,  or  two 
entire  townships,  shall  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be 
reserved  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning, 
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and  appropriated  by  the  leeiBlatcure  of  Mud 
state,  solely  to  the  use  of  add  seminary. 

Sec.  5.  That  each  alternate  section  of  land 
now  owned,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  for  twelve  miles  on  each 
side  of  a  line  of  railroad  to  be  established  or 
located  from  some  point  on  the  northern  boon- 
dary  of  the  state,  leading  southerly  through 
said  state  in  the  direction  of  the  Qulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  on  each  side  of  a  line  of  railroad  to 
be  located  and  established  from  some  point  on 
the  Missouri  river  westwardly  through  aaid 
state  in  the  direction  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  shall 
be  reserved  and  conveyed  to  said  atate  of  Ejm- 
sas  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  said  railroad,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  oon- 
j unction  with  the  proper  authorities  of  thb 
state,  to  adopt  immediate  measures  for  carry- 
ing the  several  provisions  herein  contained  into 
fuD  effect. 

ToPEKA  Constitution. 

Slavery, 

Bill  of  Bights,  Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  no 
slavery  in  this  state,  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude, unless  for  the  punishment  of  crime. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 

Sec.  1.  All  propositions  for  amendmentato 
the  constitution  shall  be  made  by  the  Qeneral 
Assembly. 

Sec.  2.  A  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  house  shall  be  necea- 
sary«  after  which  such  proposed  amendments 
shall  be  again  referrea  to  the  legislature 
elected  next  succeeding  said  publication.  If 
passed  by  the  second  legislature  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
house,  such  amendments  shall  be  republished 
as  aforesaid,  for  at  least  six  months  prior  to 
the  next  general  election,  at  which  election 
such  proposed  amendments  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  people  for  their  approval  or  rejection ; 
and  if  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  at  such 
election  shall  adopt  such  amendments,  the 
same  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution. 

Sec.  3.  When  more  than  one  amendment  is 
submitted  at  the  same  time,  they  shall  be  ao 
submitted  as  to  enable  the  electors  to  vote  upon 
each  amendment  separately.  No  convention 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  constitution  shall 
be  called,  and  no  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion shall  be,  by  the  general  assembly,  made 
before  the  year  1865,  nor  more  than  once  in 
five  years  thereafter. 

Submission  of  Constiiulion  to  the  PeopUm 
Schedule,  Sec.  2.  That  this  constitution 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  Kansas  for 
ratification  on  the  15th  day  of  December  next. 
That  each  qualified  elector  shall  expreea  hia 
aaaent  or  dissent  to  the  constitution  by  votinc 
a  written  or  printed  ticket,  labelled  ''  Conati- 
tution,"  or  **  No  constitution ;"  which  election 
ahall  be  held  by  the  aame  judgea,  and  omi* 
dnoted  under  the  eame  regilaMfltta 


TBI  FOUTKUL  TlftSsaiRUi: 


iMtTJatWnVTB  CctMTITUIION. 

.    Ordatanot. 

Bj  Ui«  MithoHty  of  the  people  of  Kftnnabo 
it  ordoiaed  b;  thli  oonTention,  ImroMtilj, 
that  tbe  state  of  Kadsu  will  never,  wittunit 
the  Donaeat  of  Congres*,  interiere  -with  the 
titla  at  the  United  Stetei  to  die  puhlia  domain, 
or  miMld  Unde  within  the  liinita  of  Mid  atate, 
or  the  primMj  rig^t  of  the  United  SUtes  to 
diipoM  of  the  SMDO,  -or  with  any  regnlfttimi 
whuh  Oongraaa  nuj  prvaeribe  for  Monring 
th»  title  thereof  to  pvnibMen  in  good  bith; 
and  llso,  tint  no  tu  <»  other  Maeeainent  ahall 
be  imposed  upon  the  liutds  beloDf^ag  to  die 
Uoitad  States:  Pravided,  that  the  oonditiona 
fidlowing  shall  be  accepted  and  agreed  to  bj 
the  Oongreee  of  tbe  United  States : 

First  The  seotions  numbered  siiteen  and 
dur^-sis  in  ever;  township,  including  Indian 
reserve  or  trust  lands,  in  said  state,  (and 
where  either  of  such  sections,  or  an^  part 
thereof,  has  been  sold  or  otherwiH  abenated 
cr  appropiialed,  other  lauds  equivalent  there- 
to, as  nearlj  eontinious  a«  posuble),  shall  be 
granted  to  the  saQ  state  esdusiTelj  for  the 
OM  of  oommon  aohools. 

Seoond.  That  serentj-two  seotiona  of  land 
dnll  be  set  apart  and  reaeired  for  the  use  and 
npport  of  a  State  University,  and  uxtj  seo- 
tions  for  the  use  and  snpport  of  fonr  district 
colleges,  to  be  located  in  the  fonr  equal  divi- 
uons  of  the  state— eud  lands  to  be  selected  by 
the  goeemor  of  tho  state,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  Che  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office. 

Third.  That  thirtr-sii  sacdonH  of  land,  to  be 
selected  by  the  governor  of  said  state,  shall  be 
granted  to  said  state  for  the  purpose  of  the 
erection  of  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, and  the  erection  of  buildings  for  tbe 
vaiions  public  benevolent  institutions  created 
by  the  state  constitution. 

Fourth.  That  the  salt  springs,  and  gold,  sil- 
Tw,  copper,  lead,  or  other  valuable  mines,  not 
eioeeding  twelve  in  number,  with  six  sections 
of  land  aajaoent,  shall  be  granted  to  tbe  said 
state,  to  be  selected,  used  or  alienated  as  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law. 

FifUi.  That  five  per  cnUum  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  public  lands  within  said 
state,  sold  by  Congress  after  tho  admission  of 
said  state  into  the  Union,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
said  state  for  the  purpose  of  creatine  a  com- 
mon school  fund,  tho  principal  to  be  held 
saored,  and  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the 
•dneation  of  the  children  of  Kansas. 

Sixth,  That  each  alternate  section  of  land 
r  owned,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 


linaa  of  railroads,  shall  be  cranted  by  Congi 
to  the  state  of  Kansas:  First — Ooinneacing 
OB  tbe  MisaoMrt  slate  line,  al  spue  print  south 
mT  th9  faarth  atasdard  panllel  line,  and  4»- 


Southern  Kansas  westwarily.      Se- 
iinQDcing  at  some  point  on  the  Mi»- 

,  or  Missouri  state  line,   aud   tra- 

vening  Central  Kansas  westw^rdly.   Third — 
"  'ng  at  Kome  point  on  the  Miseouri 

.  traversing  Noriliorn  Kaiisus  wcet- 
waidly.  FourLb— CoDiiueuoiiig  at  svxoe  puiet 
a  the  Hissoan  river,  and  runttiag  aootMrlj, 
1  the  direction  of  the  Qalf  of  Hexieo.  Vto- . 
ided.  That  abould  the  alternate  aaetioiU' 
along  the  lines  of  aud  railroads  be  diapoMd! 
of;  an  eqnal  narabet  of  seoUona  shall  M  M- 
leoted  fiwn  any  other  publio  landa  oonticaou, 
to  aaid  rulroada— euo  Undt  to  b*  r«M»«d. 
and  conveyed  to  die  state  for  the  pnrMM  o^ 
aiding  in  tho  crautraction  of  tKA  luraadH' 
under  such  rules  and  reatricUona  aa  ma^lMr^. 
after  be  prescribed  bv  law.  ,     j 

The  Con^reas  of  tne  United  States,  in  coo^ 
jnncdon  with  the  propar  aatlMnitiM  of  lUf. 
state,  may  adopt  the  necessary  measmwi  Av 
carrying  the  several  proriuong  baiUB  opBr 
tained  mto  effect. 

Bm  of  Rights,  Sec.  6.  Tber«  sMl  b«  kT 
slavery  in  this  state,  and  no  involantary  MVt 
vitnde,  nnless  for  the  punishment  of  eriJM^* 
whereof  the  parties  shaU  have  been  ialjim-- 
victed. 

Abticu  II. — EUdtM  AwiaUas. 

Section  1.  In  oil  elections  nototherwisa  pnK 
Tided  for  by  this  constitution,  every  asaU  tiAi 
■en  of  the  United  States,  of  the  an  of  twMvr' 
one  ^ears  or  upwards,  who  shall  have  reiA. 
ded  in  the  state  six  months  nest  proeeding' 
such  election,  and  ten  days  in  the  precinec 
ia  which  he  ma;  offer  to  vote,  and  every  male 
person  of  foreign  birth  of  the  age  of  tmatf' 
one  years  or  upwards,  and  who  shall  have  re- 
aided  in  the  United  States  one  year,  in  this 
state  six  months,  and  in  the  precinct  in  wbtcb 
be  may  o9er  to  vote  ten  days  next  preceding 
ench  election,  and  who  shall  have  deoland  hia 
intention  to  become  a  citiien  of  the  Coitad 
States  ten  days  preceding  such  eleotion,  shall 
be  deemed  a  qualified  elector. 

Seo.  2.    No   soldier. 


a  residence  in  this  state,  in  consequence  of  bt> 
ing  stationed  within  the  same,  nor  eball  any 
such  soldier,  seaman  or  marine  have  the  ri^t 

SeheduU,  Sec.  12.  The  first  general  assaas- 
bly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  submiosioD  of 
the  question  of  universal  sufirago  to  a  volo  of 
the  people  at  the  first  general  election  (f  tbe 
members  of  the  ^neral  assembly,  provided 
that  the  qualiEcations  of  voters  at  the  electioB 
shall  be  uie  same  as  at  the  vote  on  the  subow 
non  of  the  k 


AmtTidmentt  to  the  OmstUuticm. 

Article  XVIII.  of  the  constitution  providw 

for    the   amendment  of  tbe   constitution.   Tf 

thrae-fifiha  of  the  nicmliers  elected  to,the  Ifw    , 

lanire  agree  to  such  amendments^  the  auna  b> 
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become  a  port  thereof,  if  a  majority  of  the 
voters  adopt  them,  after  a  pablication  of  them 
in  one  paper  in  each  county  in  the  state,  for 
the  period  of  three  months  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion thereon.  If  more  than  one  amendment, 
a  separate  vote  to  be  taken  on  each. 

Three-fifths  of  the  legislature  to  have  the  pow- 
er to  submit  to  a  vote  of  the  people  Trhethor  a 
convention  shall  be  called  to  revise  the  consti- 
tution ;  and,  if  a  majority  vote  therefor,  the 
legislature  to  have  power  to  i^all  such  conven- 
tion. 

The  question  whether  a  convention  to  re- 
vise the  constitution  shall  be  called,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  in  1863,  and  every  tenth 
year  thereafter,  a  majority  voting  therefor; 
such  convention  to  be  called  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  it  or  any  convention,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  popular  ratification. 

Submission  of  the  Constitution  to  the  People, 

Schedule,  Sec.  2.  This  constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  approval 
or  reiection,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 
The  vote  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  those  m  favor 
of  the  constitution  shall  write  or  print  upon 
their  ballots  the  words  ''For  the  Constitu- 
tion," and  those  opposed  to  the  constitution 
shall  write  or  print  upon  their  ballots  the 
words  **  Against  the  Constitution."  Said  elec- 
tion shall  be  conducted  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  section  thirteen  of  an  act  of  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  territory  of  Kansas, 
passed  Feb.  — ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  Delegates  to  a  Convention  to 
frame  a  State  Constitution." 

Negro  Citizenship* 

Department  of  State,  ) 
Washington,  Nov.  4, 1856.     ) 

Sir  : — ^Your  letters  of  the  29th  ultimo  and  3d 
inst.,  requesting  passports  for  eleven  colored 
persons,  iiave  been  received,  and  I  am  directed 
oy  the  Secretary  to  inform  you  that  the  papers 
transmitted  by  you  do  not  warrant  the  aepart- 
ment  in  complyini^  with  your  request.  The 
question  whetiier  tree  negroes  are  citizens,  is 
not  now  presented  for  the  first  time,  but  has 
repeatedly  arisen  in  the  administration  of  both 
the  national  and  state  governments.  In  1821,  a 
eontroversy  arose  as  to  whether  free  persons  of 
oolor  were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
regulating  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  so  as  to 
be  qualifiSi  to  command  vessel^  and  Mr.  Wirt, 
Attorney  General,  decided  that  they  were  not, 
and  he  moreover,  held  that  the  word  '*oitizens 
of  the  United  States"  were  need  in  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  the  same  sense  as  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  view  is  also  fully  sustained  in  a 
recent  opinion  of  the  present  Attorney  Gtoerol. 
The  judicial  decisions  of  the  oountry  are  to 
the  same  effect.  In  Kent's  Commentaries,  vol. 
/  2.  p.  277,  it  is  stated  that  in  1833,  Chief  Jus- 
•  tice  Da^tt  of  Connectiioot,  held  that  free 
blacks  are  not  "citliens^  within  the  meaning 


of  the  term,  as  used,  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  case  of  The  State  against  Clair- 
bone,  held  the  same  doctrine.  Such  being 
the  construction  of  the  Constitution  in  regard 
to  free  persons  of  color,  it  is  conceived  that 
they  cannot  be  regarded,  when  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  j^vemment,  as  entitled  to 
the  full  rights  of  citizens  ;  but  the  Secretary 
directs  me  to  say  that,  though  the  department 
could  not  certify  that  such  persons  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  yet,  if  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  it  would  give  a  certificate 
that  they  were  bom  in  the  United  States,  are 
free,  and  that  Uie  government  thereof  would 
regard  it  to  be  its  duty  to  protect  them  if 
wronged  by  a  foreign  government,  while  with- 
in its  jurisdiction,  for  a  legal  and  proper  pur* 
pose. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your 

obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  Thomas,  As.  Sec'y. 
n.  H.  Rice,  Esq.,  New  York  City. 


Nicaragua. 

Proclamation  respecting  an  apprehended 
Invasion  of. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 


rica ;• 


Whereas  information  has  been  received  by 
me  that  sundry  persons,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  others,  residents  therein,  are  pre< 
paring,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  to 
enlist,  or  enter  themselves,  or  to  hire  or  retain 
others  to  participate  in  military  operations 
within  the  state  of  Nicaragua : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Franklin  Pierce,  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  do  warn  all  persons 
against  connecting  themselves  with  any  such 
enterprise  or  undertaking,  as  being  contrary 
to  their  duty  as  good  citizens  and  to  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  threatening  to  the  peace 
of  the  United  States. 

I  do  further  admonish  all  persons  who  may 
depart  from  the  United  States,  either  sinely 
or  m  numbers,  organized  or  unorganized,  for 
any  such  purpose,  that  they  wiU  thereby  cease 
to  be  entitled  to  Uie  protection  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

I  exhort  all  good  citizens  to  discountenance 
and  prevent  any  such  disreputable  and  crimi* 
nal  undertaking  as  aforesaid,  charging  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  having  lawml  power 
in  the  premises,  to  exercise  the  same  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  authority  and  en- 
forcing the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto^  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  sffixed  to  these  presents. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  ei^th 

day  of  December,  one  thousand  eidht 

r    1  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  of  the  Inae- 

^  ^J  pendence  of  the   United   States  the 

eightieth. 

Frankuk  Pmoi. 
BythePreeidettt: 

W.  L.  Mabot,  See.  of  Stale. 
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Nioholsoa  Letter. 

The  following  lettor  was  written  by  Gen. 
Cass  to  the  Hon.  A.  0.  P.  Nicholson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  subject  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso, 
and  the  acquisition  of  Mexican  territory : — 

Washingjton,  Dec.  24,  1847. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  received  jour  letter,  and 
shall  answer  it  as  frankly  as  it  is  written. 

Tou  ask  me  whether  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
acquisition  of  Mexican  territory,  and  what 
are  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  Wilmot 
proviso? 

I  have  so  of^en  and  so  explicitly  stated  my 
views  of  the  first  question  in  the  Senate,  that 
it  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  repeat  them 
here.  As  you  request  it,  however,  I  shall 
briefly  give  them. 

I  think,  then,  that  no  peace  should  be 
granted  to  Mexico  till  a  reasonable  indemnity 
IS  obtained  for  the  injuries  which  she  has  done 
us.  The  territorial  extent  of  this  indemnity 
is,  in  the  first  instance,  a  suljcct  of  executive 
consideration.  There  the  Constitution  has 
placed  it,  and  there  I  am  willing  to  leave  it ; 
not  only  because  I  have  full  confidence  in  its 
judicious  exercise,  but  because,  in  the  ever- 
varying  circumstances  of  a  war,  it  would  be 
indiscreet,  by  a  public  declaration,  to  commit 
the  country  to  any  line  of  indemnity,  which 
might  otherwise  be  enlarged,  as  the  obstinate 
injustice  of  the  enemy  prolongs  the  contest, 
with  its  loss  of  blood  and  treasure. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  kind  of  metaphy- 
sical magnanimity  which  would  reiect  all  in- 
demnity at  the  close  of  a  bloody  and  expensive 
war,  brought  on  by  a  direct  attack  upon  our 
troops  by  the  enemy,  and  preceded  by  a  suc- 
cession of  unjust  acts  for  a  series  of  years,  is 
as  unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live  as  it 
is  revolting  to  the  common  sense  and  practice 
of  mankind.  It  would  conduce  but  little  to 
our  future  security,  or,  indeed,  to  our  present 
reputation,  to  declare  that  we  repudiate  all 
expectation  of  compensation  from  tne  Mexican 
government,  and  are  fighting,  not  for  any 
practical  result,  but  for  some  vague — ^perhaps 
philanthropic— object,  which  escapes  my  pen- 
etration, and  must  be  defined  by  those  who 
assume  this  new  principle  of  national  inter- 
communication. All  wars  are  to  be  depre- 
cated, as  well  by  the  statesman  as  by  the 
philanthropist.  They  are  great  evils ;  but 
there  are  greater  evils  than  these,  and  sub- 
mission to  injustice  is  among  them.  The 
nation  which  should  refuse  to  defend  its  rights 
and  its  honor,  when  assailed,  would  soon  have 
neither  to  defend ;  and  when  driven  to  war,  it 
is  not  by  professions  of  disinterestedness  and 
declarations  of  magnanimity  that  its  rational 
objects  can  be  best  obtained,  or  other  nations 
taught  a  lesson  of  forbearance — the  strongest 
security  for  permanent  peace.  We  are  at  war 
with  Mexico,  and  its  vigorous  prosecution  is 
the  surest  means  of  its  speedy  termination, 
and  ample  indemnity  the  surest  ^arantce 
against  the  recurrence  of  such  iogustice  as 
provoked  it. 


The  Wilmot  proviso  has  been  before  the 
country  some  time.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
discussed  in  Congress,  and  by  the  public  press. 
I  am  strongly  impressed  witn  the  opinion  that 
a  great  change  has  been  going  on  m  the  pub- 
lic mind  upon  this  subject — ^in  my  own  as 
well  as  others ;  and  that  doubts  are  resolving 
themselves  into  convictions  that  the  principle 
it  involves  should  be  kept  out  of  the  national 
legislature,  and  left  to  tne  pconle  of  the  con- 
federacy in  their  respective  local  governments. 

The  whole  subject  is  a  comprehensive  one^ 
and  fruitful  of  important  consequences.  It 
would  be  ill-timed  to  discuss  it  here.  I  shall 
not  assume  that  responsible  task,  but  shall 
confine  myself  to  sucn  general  views  as  are 
necessary  to  the  fair  exhibition  of  my  opi- 
nions. 

We  may  well  regret  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  the  southern  states,  and  wish  they  had  been 
saved  from  its  introduction.  But  there  it  is, 
and  not  by  the  act  of  the  present  generation ; 
and  we  must  deal  with  it  as  a  great  practical 
question,  involving  tlie  most  momentous  con- 
sequences. We  have  neither  the  right  nor 
the  power  to  touch  it  where  it  exists ;  and  if 
we  nad  both,  their  exercise,  by  any  means 
heretofore  suggested,  might  lead  to  results 
which  no  witiie  man  would  willingly  encounter, 
and  which  no  good  man  coula  contemplate 
without  anxiety. 

The  theory  of  our  government  presupposes 
that  its  various  mem1>ers  have  reserved  to 
themselves  tlic  regulation  of  all  subjects  re* 
lating  to  what  may  be  termed  their  internal 
police.  They  are  sovereign  within  their 
boundaries,  except  in  those  cases  where  they 
have  surrendered  to  the  general  gi)vemment  a 
portion  of  their  right?,  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  the  objects  of  the  Union,  whether  these 
concern  foreign  nations  or  the  several  state* 
themselves.  Local  institutions,  if  I  may  sh 
speak,  whether  they  have  reference  to  slavery 
or  to  any  other  relations,  domestic  or  public, 
are  left  to  local  authority,  either  originally  or 
derivative.  Congress  has  no  right  to  say  that 
there  shall  be  slavery  in  New  York,  or  that 
there  shall  be  no  slavery  in  Georgia ;  nor  is 
there  any  other  human  power  but  the  people 
of  those  states,  respectively,  which  can  cnange 
the  relations  cxistmg  therein ;  and  the^  can 
say,  if  they  will.  Wo  will  have  slavery  in  the 
former,  and  we  will  abolish  it  in  the  hitter. 

In  various  respects  the  territories  differ  from 
the  states.  Some  of  their  rights  are  inchoate, 
and  they  do  not  popseas  the  peculiar  attributes 
of  sovereignty.  Their  relation  to  the  general 
government  is  very  imperfectly  definea  by  the 
Constitution  ;  and  it  will  be  found,  upon  exa- 
mination, that  in  that  instrument  the  only 
grant  of  power  concerning  them  is  conveyed 
m  the  phrase,  **  Congress  shall  have  the  powei 
to  dispose  of,  and  riiake  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
Certainly  this  phraseoloey  is  very  loose,  if  it 
were  designed  to  incluae  in  the  grant  the 
whole  power  of  legislation  over  persons,  m 
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well  at  things.  The  ex^resdon  the  "  territory 
and  other  property"  &irly  construed  relates 
to  the  public  lands  as  such,  to  arsenals, 
dock-yards,  forts,  ships,  and  all  the  various 
kinds  of  property  which  the  United  States 
may  and  must  possess. 

iSut  surely  the  simple  authority  to  dispose 
of  and  regulate  these  does  not  extend  to  the 
unlimited  power  of  legislation ;  to  the  passage 
of  all  laws,  in  the  most  general  acceptation  of 
the  word ;  which,  by-tho-by,  is  carefully  ex- 
dluded  from  the  sentence.  And,  indeed,  if 
this  were  so,  it  would  render  unnecessary  an- 
other provision  of  the  Constitution,  which 
Rrants  to  Coneress  the  power  to  legislate,  with 
toe  consent  of  the  states  respectively,  over  all 
places  purchased  for  the  "  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  &c"  These 
being  the  "  property"  of  the  United  States,  if 
the  power  to  make  ''needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations concerning"  them  includes  the  gene- 
ral power  of  lec;i8lation,  then  the  grant  of  au- 
thority to  reeulate  "  the  territory  and  other 
property  of  me  UnitcKl  States"  is  unlimited, 
wherever  subjects  are  found  for  its  operation, 
and  its  exercise  needed  no  auxiliary  provi- 
sion. If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  in- 
clude such  power  of  legislation  over  the 
•*  other  property"  of  the  United  States,  then 
it  does  not  include  it  over  their  "  territory ;" 
for  the  same  terms  which  grant  the  one  grant 
the  other.  "  Territory"  is  here  classed  with 
property,  and  treated  as  such ;  and  the  object 
was  evidently  to  enable  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  a  property-holder — ^which,  from  ne- 
oessity,  it  must  be — to  manage,  preserve,  and 
«  dispose  of"  such  property  as  it  micht  pos- 
sess, and  which  authority  is  essentisi  almost 
to  its  bein^.  But  the  lives  and  persons  of  our 
citisens,  with  the  vast  variety  of  objects  con- 
nected with  them,  cannot  be  controlled  by  an 
aathority,  which  is  merely  called  into  exist- 
ence for  the  purpose  of  making  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  the  disposition  and  management 
of  property. 

Socn,  it  appears  to  me,  would  be  the  con- 
itraotion  put  upon  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
ititation  were  this  question  now  first  present- 
ed for  consideration,  and  not  controlled  by 
imperious  circumstances.  The  original  ordi- 
nance of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation, 
passed  in  1787,  and  which  was  the  only  act 
ipon  this  subject  in  force  at  the  adoption  of 
ihe  Constitution,  provided  a  complete  frame 
)f  jg;ovemment  for  the  country  north  of  the 
ytao,  while  in  a  territorial  condition,  and  for 
ts  eventual  admission  in  separate  states  into 
he  Union.  And  the  persuasion  that  this  or- 
linance  contained  within  itself  all  the  neces- 
mtj  means  of  execution  probably  prevented 
my  direct  reference  to  the  subject  in  the  Con- 
ititation  further  than  vesting  m  Congress  the 
ight  to  admit  the  states  formed  under  it  into 
he  Union.  However,  circumstances  arose 
iiiioh  required  legislation,  as  well  over  the 
onritorT  north  of  uie  Ohio  as  over  other  ter- 
iijlffjf  Doth  within  and  without  the  original 
*^n«  coded  to  the  general  goyermnent;  and 


at  various  times  a  more  enlarged  power  has 
been  exercised  over  the  territories — ^meaning 
thereby  the  different  territorial  governments 
— than  is  conveyed  by  the  limited  grant  re- 
ferred to.    How  far  an  existing  necessity  may 
have  operated  in  producing  this  legislation, 
and  thus  extending,  by  rather  a  violent  impli- 
cation, powers  not  directly  given,  I  know  not. 
But  certain  it  is  that  the  principle  of  inter- 
ference should  not  be  carried  beyond  the  ne- 
cessarv  implication  which   produces  it.    It 
should  be  limited  to  the  creation  of  proper 
governments  for  new  countries,  ocq^uired  or 
settled,  and  to  the  necessary  provision  for 
their  eventual  admission  into  the  Union ;  leav- 
ing, in  the  mean  time,  to  the  people  inhabit- 
ing them  to  regulate  their  internal  concerns 
in  their  own  way.    They  are  just  as  capable 
of  doing  so  as  the  people  of  the  states ;  and 
they  can  do  so,  at  any  rate,  as  soon  as  their 
political  independence  is  recognised  by  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.    During  this  temporary 
condition  it  is  hardly  expedient  to  call  into 
exercise  a  doubtful  and  invidious  authority, 
which  questions  the  intelligence  of  a  respect- 
able portion  of  our  citizens,  and  whose  limita- 
tion, whatever  it  may  be,  vrill  be  rapidly  ap- 
proaching its  termination — an  authority  which 
would  give  to  Congress  despotic  power,  un- 
controlled by  the  Constitution,  over  most  im- 
portant sections  of  our  common  country.   For, 
if  the  relation  of  master  and  Borvant  may  be 
regulated  or  annihilated  by  its  legislation,  r^ 
may  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  of  pa- 
rent and  child,  and  of  any  other  conditK^n 
which  our  institutions  and  the  habits  of  our 
society  recognise.    What  would  be  thought 
if  Congress  should  undertake  to  prescribe  the 
terms  of  marriage  in  New  York,  or  to  regu- 
late the  authority  of  parents  over  their  child- 
ren in  Pennsylvania  ?  And  yet  it  would  be  as 
vain  to  seek  one  justifying  the  interference  of 
the  national  legislature  in  the  cases  referred 
to  in  the  ori^nal  states  of  the  Union.    I  speak 
here  of  the  inherent  power  of  Congress,  and 
do  not  touch  the  (juestion  of  such  contracts  ae 
may  be  formed  with  new  states  when  admi^ 
ted  into  the  confederacy. 

Of  all  the  questions  that  can  agitate  us, 
those  which  are  merely  sectional  in  their 
character  are  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
most  to  bo  deprecated.  The  warning  voice 
of  him  who,  from  his  character,  and  services, 
and  virtue,  had  the  best  right  to  warn  us,  pro- 
claimed to  his  countrymen,  in  his  Farewell 
Address — that  monument  of  wisdom  for  him, 
as  I  hope  it  will  be  of  safetv  for  them — how 
much  we  had  to  apprehena  from  measures 
peculiarly  affecting  geographical  portions  of 
our  country.  The  grave  circumstances  in 
which  we  are  now  placed  make  these  words 
^ords  of  safety ;  for  I  am  satisfied,  from  all  I 
have  seen  and  heard  here,  that  a  successful 
attempt  to  engraft  the  principles  of  the  Wil- 
mot  proviso  upon  the  legislation  of  this  g^ 
vemment,  and  to  a^gply  them  to  new  tenik 
tory,  should  new  temtorj  be  Mqniredy  would 
■enonaly  affect  our  traoqiuliitj^   L  6i^  "ifiK 
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Bufffsr  xnjsolf  to  foresee  or  to  foretell  the  conse- 
qucnces  that  would  ensue;  for  I  trust  and 
believe  there  is  good  sense  and  good  feeling 
enough  in  the  country  to  avoid  them,  by  avoid- 
ing all  occasions  which  might  lead  to  thorn. 

briefly,  then,  I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise 
of  any  jurisdiction  by  Congress  over  this  mat- 
tor  ;  and  I  am  in  favor  of  leaving  to  the 
peoi)le  of  any  territory  which  may  be  here- 
after acquired,  the  right  to  regulate  it  for 
themselves  under  the  general  principles  of  the 
Constitution.    Because — 

1.  I  do  not  see  in  the  Constitution  any  grant 
of  the  rcquijaite  power  to  Congress ;  and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  extend  a  doubtful  precedent 
beyond  its  necessity — the  establishment  of 
territorial  covemments  when  needed — leav- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  all  the  rights  compatible 
with  the  relations  they  bear  to  the  confede- 
ration. 

2.  Because  I  believe  tliis  measure,  if  adopted, 
would  weaken,  if  not  impair  the  union  Or  the 
states,  and  would  sow  the  seeds  of  future  dis- 
cord, which  would  grow  up  and  ripen  into  an 
abundant  harvest  of  calamity. 

3.  Because  I  believe  the  general  conviction 
that  such  a  proposition  would  succeed  would 
lead  to  an  immediate  withholding  of  the  sup- 
plies, and  thus  to  a  dishonorable  termination 
of  the  war.  I  think  no  dispassionate  observer 
at  the  seat  of  government  can  doubt  this 
result. 

4.  If,  however,  in  this  I  am  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, I  am  under  none  in  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  this  restriction,  if  adopted 
by  Congress,  upon  a  treaty  of  peace  making 
any  acquisition  of  Mexican  territory.  Such 
a  treaty  would  be  r^ected  just  as  certainly  as 
presented  to  the  Senate.  More  than  one- 
third  of  tliat  body  would  vote  against  it,  view- 
ing such  a  principle  as  an  exclusion  of  the 
citizens  of  the  slaveholding  states  from  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  benefits  acquired  bj  the  trea- 
sure and  exertions  of  all,  and  which  should 
be  common  to  all.  I  am  repeating — ^neither 
advancing  nor  defending  these  views.  That 
branch  of  the  subject  does  not  lie  in  my  way, 
and  I  shall  not  turn  aside  to  seek  it. 

In  this  aspect  of  the  matter,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  must  choose  between  thb  res- 
triction and  the  extension  of  their  territorial 
limits.  They  cannot  have  both ;  and  which 
thej'  will  surrender  must  depend  upon  their 
representatives  first,  and  then,  if  tliese  fail 
tlieiii,  upon  themselves. 

5.  But.,  after  all,  it  seems  to  bo  generally 
conceded  that  this  restriction,  if  carried  into 
effect,  could  not  operate  upon  any  state  to  bo 
formed  from  newly  acquired  territory.  The 
well-known  attributes  of  sovereignty,  recog- 
nised by  us  as  belonging  to  the  state  govern- 
ments, would  sweep  before  them  any  such 
barrier,  and  would  leave  the  people  to  express 
and  exert  their  will  at  pleasure.  Is  the  object, 
then,  of  temporary  exclusion  for  bo  short  a 
period  as  the  duration  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernments worth  the  price  at  which  it  would 
be  purchaBed  ? — ^worih  the  disoord  it  would 


engender,  the  trial  to  which  it  would  ezpoee 
our  Union,  and  the  evils  that  would  be  the  cer- 
tain consequence,  let  that  trial  result  as  it 
might?  As  to  the  course  which  has  been  in- 
timated, rather  than  proposed,  of  engrafting 
such  a  restriction  upon  any  treaty  of  acouiai- 
tion,  I  persuade  myself  it  would  hnd  but  little 
favor  in  any  portion  of  this  country.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  render  Mexico  a  party, 
having  a  right  to  interfere  in  our  internal  in- 
stitutions in  questions  loft  by  the  Cohstitution 
to  the  state  governments,  and  would  inflict  a 
serious  blow  upon  our  fundamental  principles. 
Few  indeed,  I  trust,  there  are  among  us  who 
would  thus  grant  to  a  foreign  power  the  right 
to  inquire  into  the  constitution  and  conduct 
of  the  sovereign  states  of  this  Union ;  and  if 
there  are  any,  I  am  not  among  them,  and 
never  shall  be.  To  the  people  of  this  country, 
under  God,  now  and  hereafler,  are  its  des- 
tinies committed;  and  we  want  no  forcig;Q 
power  to  interrogate  us,  treaty  in  hand,  and 
to  say.  Why  have  you  done  this,  or  why  have 
you  loft  that  undone  ?  Our  own  dignity  and 
the  principles  of  national  independence  unite 
to  repel  such  a  proposition. 

But  there  is  another  important  considera- 
tion which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  the 
investigation  of  this  subject.  The  question 
that  presents  itself  is  not  a  question  of  the  in- 
crease, but  of  the  diffusion  of  slavery.  Whe- 
ther  its  sphere  be  stationary  orjprogressivo, 
its  amount  would  be  the  same.  The  rqjeotion 
of  this  restriction  will  not  add  one  to  the  class 
of  servitude,  nor  will  its  adoption  give  fVeedom 
to  a  single  being  who  is  now  placed  therein. 
The  same  numbers  will  be  spread  over  ^;reater 
territory ;  and  so  far  as  compression,  with  less 
abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is  an  evil, 
so  far  will  that  evil  be  mitigated  by  transport 
ing  slaves  to  a  new  country,  and  giving  tnem 
a  larger  space  to  occupy. 

I  say  tliis  in  the  event  of  the  extension  of 
slavery  over  any  new  acquisition.  But  can  il 
go  there?  This  may  well  be  doubted.  All 
the  descriptions  which  reach  us  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Californias  and  of  New  Mexico,  t(i 
the  acquisition  of  which  our  efforts  seem  at 
present  directed,  unite  in  representing^  those 
countries  as  agricultural  regions,  similar  in 
their  products  to  our  middle  states,  and  gene- 
rally unfit  for  the  production  of  the  groat  sta- 
ples which  can  alone  render  slave  labor  Talua- 
ole.  If  we  are  not  grossly  deceived — and  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  now  we  can  be — ^the  inha- 
bitants of  those  regions,  whether  they  depend 
upon  their  ploughs  or  their  herds,  cannot  be 
slaveholders.  Involuntary  labor,  requiring 
the  investment  of  large  capital,  can  only  be 
profitable  when  em])loyed  in  the  prodncdon 
of  a  few  favored  articles  confined  oy  Nature 
to  special  districts,  and  paying  larger  returns 
than  the  usual  agricultural  products  spread 
over  more  considerable  portions  of  the  earth. 

In  the  able  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  upon 
this  subject,  not  lon^  since  given  to^  the  palh 
lie,  he  presents  similar  considerationa  with 
great  force*    "  Neither/'  says  the  diitingniih« 
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ed  writer,  '*  the  0oil,  the  climate,  nor  the  pro-  destined  to  assiul  us.    The  Wilmot  proviM 

dnotions  of  California,  south  of  36®  3(K,  nor  seeks  to  take  from  its  legitimate  tribanal  a 

indeed  of  any  portion  of  it,  north  or  south,  is  question  of  domestic  policy,  having  no  relation 

adapted  to  slave  labor ;  and,  besides,  every  to  the  Union,  as  such,  and  to  transfer  it  to 

facility  would  be  there  afforded  for  the  slave  another,  created  by  the  people  for  a  special 

to  escape  ^m  his  master.    Such  property  purpose,  and  foreign  to  the  subject-matter  in- 

would  be  entirely  insecure  in  any  part  of  Ca-  volved  in  this  issue.    By  going  back  to  our 

lifomia.    It  is  morally  impossible,  therefore,  true  principles,  we  go  back  to  the  road  of 

that  a  majority  of  the  emigrants  to  that  fvor-  peace  and  sa'fety.    Leave  to  the  people  who 

tion  of  the  territory  south  of  36®  3(K,  which  will  be  affected  by  this  question,  to  adjust  it 

will  be  chiefly  composed  of  our  citizens,  will  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  in  their 

ever  re-establish  slavery  within  its  limits.  own  manner,  and  we  shall  render  another  tri- 

"  In  reeard  to  New  Mexico,  east  of  the  Rio  bute  to  the  original  principles  of  our  govem- 

€^nde,  the  question  has  already  been  settled  ment,  and  furnish  another  guarantee  for  its 

by  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union.  permanence  and  prosperity. 

"  Should  we  acquire  territory  beyond  the  I  am,  dear  sir,  respectftilly, 

Rio  Grande  and  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  your  obedient  servant, 

it  IS  still  more  impossible  that  a  majority  of  Liwis  Cass. 

the    people   would    consent   to    re-esiaolish      A.  0.  P.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  Nashville,  Tenn, 

slavery.     They   are   themselves   a    colored  

population,  and  among  them  the  negro  does  q^iq^ 

not  belong  socially  to  a  degraded  race.''  ^  *..     .v^  ,     -  t^  ,  ,«/n^ 

With  this  last  remark  Mr.  Walker  fully       ^^  *^«  27^  of  February,  18(^.  a  petiti<m 

comcides  in  his  letter  written  in  1844,  upon  J^  received  and  referred  in  the  House  of 

the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  which  every-  Representatives  from  the  inhabitante  of  Fair- 

where  produced  so  favorable  an  impression  field  county,  m  the  ^o^thwc8tem  Territory, 

upon  the  public  mind  as  to  have  conduced  P'^S^i  *i°?*«^i^?  "\*o  J^L^"^??. "  *  ^tate. 

very  materially  to  the  accompUshment  of  that  „^  **»®  ^^  of  April,  1802,  a  bill  passed  the 

great  measure.    "  Beyond  the  Del  Norte,"  U?*!^?  ^  V"^^^^  ^^  J^^ople  of  the  Eastern 

^ys Mr.  Walker,  "slavery  will  not  pass;  not  ?ivi"on  of  the  ^orUlwestem  Territory  to 

only  because  it  is  forbidden  by  law,  but  be-  Jpnn  a  constitution  and  state  government,  and 

cause  the  colored  race  there  preponderates  m  ^orthe  admission  of  such  sUte  into  the  Union . 

the  ratio  of  ten  to  one  over  the  whites ;  and  ,  ^?  **!«  27th  of  April,  1802,  it  was  passed 

holding,  as  they  do,  the  government  and  most  oy  the  Senate  vnth  amendments  which  were 

of  the  Offices  in  their  powession,  they  will  not  concurred  in  by  the  House,  ^d  it  became  a 

permit  the  enslavement  of  any  portion  of  the  ^Vy  *he  appTOjal  of  the  President  on  the 

colored  race,  which  makes  and  executes  the  30th  of  April,  1802.  ^     .         .        _ 
laws  of  the  country."  ^^^  People  of  the  territory  formed  a  consti- 

The  question,  it  will  be  therefore  seen  on  *^H^°' "Sfl^d  the  stote  "Ohio,"  and  on  the 

exammation,  does  not  regard  the  exclusion  of  ^^^  of  February.  1803,  an  act  wm  passed 

•layery  from  a  region  where  it  now  exists,  but  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  not 

a  prohibition  agamst  its  mtroduction  where  it  locally  mapphcable  over  said  state. 
does  not  exist,  and  where,  from  the  feelings 

of  the  inhabitants  and  the  laws  of  Nature,  "it  Ordinance  of  1784-8T, 
is  morally  impossible,''  as  Mr.  Buchanan  says.       On  the  first  of  March,  1784,  a  committee 

that  it  can  ever  re-establish  itself.  consisting  of  Mr.  Jefferson  of  Va.,  Mr.  Chase 

It  augurs  well  for  the  permanence  of  our  of  Md.,  and  Mr.  Ilowell  of  R.  I.,  submitted  to 

confederation  that,  during  more  than  half  a  Congress  the  following  plan  for  the  temporary 

century  which  has  elapsed  since  the  establish-  government  of  the  Western  Territory : — 
ment  of  this  government,  many  serious  ques-       The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 

tions,  and  some  of  tibe  highest  importance,  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  Western 

have  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  more  than  Territory,  nave  agreed  to  the  following  reso- 

once  threatened  iht  gravest  consequences ;  lutions : — 

but  that  they  have  all  in  succession  passed       Resolved,  That  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be 

BWLy,  leaving  our  institutions  unscathed,  and  ceded    by  individual   states  to  the    United 

our  country  advancing  in  numbers,  power.  States,  whensoever  the  same  shall  have  been 

and  wealth,  and  in  all  the  other  elements  of  purchased  of  the    Indian    inhabitants    and 

national  prosperity,  with  a  rapicUty  unknown  offered  for  sale  hj  the  United  States,  shall  be 

in  ancient  or  in  xnodem  days.    In  times  of  formed  into  additional  states,  bounded  in  the 

poUtical  excitement,  when  difficult  and  deli-  following  manner,  as  nearly  as  such  cessions 

cato  questions  present  themselves  for  solution,  will  admit ;  that  is  to  say,  northwardly  and 

there  is  one  ark  of  safety  for  us — and  that  is,  southwardly  by  parallels  of  latitude,  so  that 

an  honest  appeal  to  ^e  fundamental  princi-  each  state  shall  comprehend,  from  south  to 

glee  of  our  Union,  and  a  stem  determmation  north,  two  degrees  of  latitude,  beginning  to 

>  abide  theur  dictates.    TUs  coarse  of  pro-  count  from  the  completion  of  thirty-one  do- 

oeading  has  carried  ns  in  safety  through  many  grees  north  of  the  equator ;  bat  any  territorr 

A  tfonble,  and  I  tmet  wiU  carry  ns  eafelj  northwardly  of  the  fortj-eerenth  degree  Bhall 

lltfoi^  man  J  nofe^  ehoold  many  more  bo  make  part  of  the  stiAa  ^ASib  \An««    bja^ 
30 
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MStwardlj  ipid  wcBfcwaxdly  they  shall  be 
boanded,  those  on  the  MiMissippi  by  that 
river  on  one  side  and  the  meridian  of  the  low- 
est point  of  tiie  rapids  of  the  Ohio  on  the 
other ;  and  those  adioining  on  the  east,  by  the 
eame  meridian  on  their  western  side,  and  on 
their  eastern  by  the  meridian  of  the  western 
cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha. 
And  the  territory  eastward  of  this  last  meri- 
dian, between  the  Ohio,  Lake  Erie,  and  Penn- 
•ylTania,  shall  be  one  state. 

That  tiie  settlers  within  the  territory  so  to 
be  purchased  and  offered  for  sale  shall,  either 
on  their  own  petition  or  on  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, receive  authority  from  them,  with  ap- 
pointments of  time  and  place,  for  their  free 
males  of  full  age  to  meet  together  for  the  pur> 
pose  of  establishing  a  temporary  government 
to  adopt  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  one 
of  these  states,  so  that  such  laws  nevertheless 
shall  be  subject  to  alteration  by  their  ordinary 
legislature,  and  to  erect,  subject  to  a  like 
alteration,  counties  or  townships  for  the  elec- 
tion of  members  for  their  legisutture. 

That  such  temporary  government  shall  onlv 
continue  in  force  in  any  state  until  it  shall 
have  acquired  twenty  thousand  free  inhabi- 
tants, when,  giving  due  proof  thereof  to  Con- 
gress, they  smdl  receive  from  them  authority, 
with  appointments  of  time  and  place,  to  call  a 
convention  of  representatives  to  establish  a 
permanent  constitution  and  government  for 
themselves. 

Provided,  That  both  the  temporary  and  per- 
manent governments  be  established  on  these 
principles  as  their  basis : — 

1.  Ihat  they  shall  for  ever  remun  a  part  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

2.  That  in  their  persons,  property,  and  ter- 
ritory, they  shall  be  subject  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  to  the  Articles  of  Contederation.  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  the  original  states  shall 
be  so  sul>ject. 

3.  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part 
of  the  federal  debts,  contracted  or  to  be  con- 
tracted, to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Con- 
gress according  to  the  same  common  rule  and 
measure  by  which  apportionments  thereof 
flhall  be  made  on  the  other  states. 

4.  That  their  respective  governments  shall 
be  in  republican  forms,  and  shall  admit  no 
person  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds  any  heredi- 
taiy  title. 

6.  T/iat  after  iJie  year  1800  of  the  Christian 
era  there  shall  he  neither  slaoeri/  nor  involun- 
tart/  servitude  in  any  of  the  said  states,  other- 
vise  tJion  in  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  to  have 
been  personally  guilty. 

That  whenever  any  of  the  said  states  shall 
have,  of  free  inhabitants,  as  many  as  shall 
then  be  in  any  one  of  the  least  numerous  of 
the  tliirteen  original  states,  snch  state  shall  bo 
admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
•aid  original  states,  after  which  the  assent  of 
tm^ibMM  of  the  United  SMm^  in  OongreM 


awemUed,  shall  be  xeqninte  in  all  those  oaMi 
wherein,  by  the  Confederation,  the  assent  of 
nine  states  ia  now  required,  provided  the  con* 
sent  of  nine  states  to  such  admission  may  ba 
obtained  acoording  to  the  eleventh  of  tiie  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation.  Until  such  admisaioo 
bjr  their  delegates  into  Congress,  any  of  the 
said  states,  aner  the  establishment  of  their 
temporary  government,  shall  have  authority 
to  keep  a  sitting  member  in  Congress,  with  a 
riffht  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting. 

That  the  territory  northward  of  the  forty-i 
fifth  degree,  that  is  to  say,  of  the  completion 
of  forty-five  degrees  from  the  equator,  and 
extending  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  shall  be 
called  Sylvania;  that  of  the  territory  under 
the  forty-fifth  and  forty- fourth  de^ees,  thai 
which  lies  westward  of  Lake  Michigan,  shall 
be  called  Michijpnia ;  and  that  which  is  east" 
ward  thereof,  within  the  peninsula  formed  by 
the  lakes  and  waters  of  Michigan,  Iluron,  SL 
Clair,  and  £rie^  shall  be  called  Chersonesus, 
and  sliall  include  any  part  of ,  the  peninsula 
which  may  extend  above  the 'forty-fifth  de- 
gree. Of  the  territory  under  the  forty-third 
and  forty-second  degprecs,  that  to  the  west- 
ward, through  which  the  Assenisipi  or  Rook 
river  runs,  shall  be  called  Assenisipia ;  and 
that  to  the  eastward,  in  which  are  the  foun- 
tains of  the  Muskingum^  the  two  MiamieB  of 
Ohio,  tiie  Wabash,  the  Illinois,  the  Miami  of 
tiie  Lake,  and  the  Sandusky  rivers,  shall  be 
called  Metropotamia.  Of  the  territory  which 
lies  under  the  forty^first  and  fortieth  desreee, 
the  western,  through  which  the  river  uiinoia 
runs,  shall  be  called  lUinoia;  that  next  adjoin- 
ing, to  the  eastward,  Saratoga ;  and  that  be- 
tween this  last  and  Pennsylvania,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie,  shall  be  called 
Washington.  Of  the  territory  which  lies  un- 
der the  thirty-ninth  and  thirty-eighth  degrees, 
to  which  shall  bo  added  so  much  of  the  point 
of  land  within  the  fork  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi as  lies  under  the  thirty-seventh  degree, 
that  to  the  westward,  within  and  acyacent  to 
which  are  the  confluences  of  the  rivers  Wa- 
bash, Shawance,  Tanisee,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Missouri,  shall  be  called  Polypo- 
tamia ;  and  that  to  the  eastward,  farther  up 
the  Ohio,  otherwise  called  the  Pelisipi,  shaft 
be  called  Pelisipia. 

That  all  the  preceding  articles  shall  be 
formed  into  a  charter  of  compact,  shall  be 
duly  executed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  under  his  hand 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
promulgated,  and  shall  stand  as  fundamental 
conditions  between  tiie  thirteen  original  states 
and  tiiose  newly  described,  unalterable  but  by 
the  joint  consent  of  the  United  Statos  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  and  of  the  particular  state 
within  which  such  alteration  is  proposed  to 
be  made. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1784^  Mr.  Speight  of 
N.  C.  moved  that  the  proviso  be  stricken  oulL 
Under  the  Articles  or  Confedn^tion,  whiob 
goremed  the  proceedi&gii  of  Cengrosii  a  m»: 
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jority  of  the  thirteen  rtstes 
Ml  AnrmatiTe  deoieion  of  say  qaeetion ;  and 
the  vote  of  no  state  oonld  be  ooanted,  nnlue 
repreMQted  bj  at  leut  two  delentea. 

The  question  opon  Hr.  Spoight'i  motion 
WM  put  in  this  form : — 

"  Shall  the  worda  moved  to  be  ttruok  oat 
•tandr 

The  vote  ftood— 

ForthePrdViso,eisatkte«,  vii.;  NewHomp- 
■hire,  MaMaehoBette,  Rhode  lehmd,  Conneott- 
cnt.  New  York,  and  Fennsjlvuiie. 

Against  the  Proviso,  three  states,  tii.;  Vir- 
^nia,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina. 

Delaware  and  Qeoreia  were  not  repreeent- 
''     New  Jersey,  by  Mr.  Diok,  Toted  ay,  but 


Carolina  wae  divided — Mr.  Williamson  voting 
ay,  Mr.  Speight,  no.  The  vote  of  Virginia 
stood — Mr,  Jefferson,  ay,  Meeers.  Hard;  and 
Mercer,  no.  Of  the  twenty-three  delegates 
present  and  voting  sixteen  voted  for,  and 
seven  M^nst  the  proviso.  Thus  was  the  pro- 
TJeo  defeatad. 

The  Ordinance  of  1T34,  thus  amended,  be- 
came the  law  of  the  land  on  the  23d  of  April 
fullowinE.  In  1785,  Mr.  King  of  Mnss.  aniin 
moved  the  proviso  in  Congress,  in  a  slightly 


modified  fbrm,  aa  fellows  :— 
'  Tlut  Ikm  iIuJl  b*  naltbw  iIiTrrr  nor  laroli 


»r 


New  Jeisej,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland — 
eight  1  against  the  votes  of  Ti:^nia,  North 
Caidina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia — four. 
Delaware  was  not  represented.  The  vote  of 
Maryland  was  determined  bj  two  ayes  against 
one  no,  while  that  of  Virginia  was  determined 
by  two  noes  against  one  aye. 

N-j  further  action  wae  had  at  this  time ;  bat 
in  a  little  more  than  two  years  afterwards,  the 
BDliject  was  brought  for  the  third  time  before 
Congress,  in  connexion,  as  before,  with  the 
eovemment  of  the  Western  Territory.  The 
Ordinance  of  1T84  had  never  been  carried 
into  praotical  operation.  Settlemeota  were 
about  to  commence  in  the  northwest,  and  the 
■ettlcrs  needed  protection  and  guvornmenL 
Congress,  therefore,  in  1T87,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  of  the  western  terri- 
tory. These  deliberations  resulted  in  tbe 
celebrated  Ordinance  of  1T8T,  an  act  which 
received  the  unanimous  votes  of  the  states; 
and,  with  a  single  exception  &om  New  York, 
of  all  of  the  delegates. 

The  Ordinance  of  1787  is  as  follows;— 

Whereas  tbe  Oeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia, 

ai  their  session  ootnmenoing  ea  the  20tn  day 

of  October,  1783,  passed  aa  act  to  authorise 

tlwir  dalegatM  in  Oongnw  to  eoorqr  to  tbs 


United  States  in  Oongress  Mtenbled,  aD  A* 
right  of  that  oommonlrealth  to  the  l«rriLury 
northwestward  of  the  river  Ohio :  and  whenaa 
the  delegates  of  the  said  commonwealth  hava 
presented  to  Congress  the  form  of  a  deed  prO' 
posed  to  be  ezecnted  pursuant  to  the  eud  aat| 
m  the  words  following: — 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  wa* 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Samuel  Hardy,  Arthnt 
Lee,  and  James  Monroe,  the  nnderwrittea 
delegates  fur  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in 
the  Congrees  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
send  greeting : 

Whereas  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  at  their  sessions  begOB 
on  the  20th  day  of  October,  1783,  passed  an 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  anthoriie  the  dele- 
gates of  this  state  in  Congress  to  convey  to  tha 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  all  tha 
right  of  this  oommonwealth  vt  the  territory 
northwestward  of  the  river  Ohio,"  in  these 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
did,  by  their  act  of  the  sixth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  and 
eighty,  recommend  to  the  several  states  in  tha 
Union,  havine  claims  to  waste  and  unappn>> 
priated  lands  in  the  western  country,  a  liberal 
cession  to  the  United  States,  of  a  portion  of 
their  respective  claims,  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  Union :  and  whereas  tiiis  common vraallll 
did,  on  the  second  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
yield  to  the  Congreas  of  the  United  State*,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sud  states,  all  right,  title^ 
and  claim,  which  the  said  commonwealUi  had 
to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohi<^ 
subject  to  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  said 
act  of  cession.  And  whereas  the  United  Slates 
in  Congress  assembled  have,  by  their  act  of 
the  thirteenth  of  September  last,  stipnlated 
the  terms  on  which  tney  agree  to  accept  tha 
cession  of  this  state,  uoald  the  legislatnrt 
apprOTD  thereof,  which  terms,  although  ther 
do  not  come  fully  up  to  the  propositions  of  this 
commonwealth,  are  conceived,  on  the  whole, 
to  approach  so  nearly  to  them,  as  to  indnea 
this  state  to  accept  thereof,  in  full  confldenea 
that  Congress  will,  in  justice  to  this  state,  for 
tbe  liberal  cession  she  hath  made,  eameatlj 
prees  upon  the  other  states  claiming  large 
tracts  ot^  waste  and  uncultivated  territory,  tha 
propriety  of  making  cessions  equally  Itoeral, 
for  the  common  benefit  and  support  of  tha 
Union.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assem* 


United  States,  o 
assembled  in  Congress,  and  the  said  delegates, 
or  such  of  them  so  assembled,  are  herebv  fuIlT 
authorised  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf 
of  this  state,  by  proper  deeds  or  instrument 
in  writing,  nnoer  their  hands  and  seals,  to 
eonvn,  transfer,  assign,  and  make  over  nnto 
tbe  United  States  in  Oongteat  aasembled,  fca 
the  benefit  of  U)«  SNd  states,  all  right,  UO^ 
a>idoUm,asweIlof  Boitasim'  '*  ''         "  *" 


IS  jariadietion,  whieb 
I  to  tfa«  tMRAnt « 
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traot  of  coantry  within  the  limits  of  the  Vir- 
ginia charter,  situate,  lyine,  and  being,  to  the 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  subject  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the  before 
recited  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirteenth  da^ 
of  September  last ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  condi- 
tion tbat  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid 
out  and  formed  into  states,  containing  a  suit- 
able extent  of  territory,  not  loss  than  one 
hundred,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circum- 
Btances  will  admit:  and  that  the  states  so 
formed  shall  bo  distinct  republican  states,  and 
admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  hav- 
ing the  same  rights  of  soTereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence,  as  the  other  states. 

That  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses 
incurred  by  this  state,  in  subduing  any  British 
posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  and  garrisons 
within,  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring 
any  part  of,  the  territory  so  ceded  or  relin- 

auishcd,  shall  be  fully  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States ;  and  that  one  commissioner  shall 
be  appointed  by  Congress,  one  by  this  common- 
weattn,  and  another  by  those  two  commis- 
sioners, who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be 
authorized  and  empowered  to  adjust  and 
liquidate  the  account  of  the  necessary  and 
reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  this  state, 
which  they  shall  jud|^e  to  be  comprised  within 
the  intent  and  meanmg  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  tenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  rospectinc  such  expenses. 
That  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants, 
and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskics,  St.  Vin- 
cents, and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have 
Erofcssed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall 
ave  their  possessions  and  titles  confirmed  to 
them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  and  liberties.  That  a  quantity 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  tnouHand 
acres  of  land,  promised  by  this  state,  shall  be 
allowed  and  granted  to  the  then  Colonel,  now 
General  George  Rodgers  Clarke,  and  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  who 
marched  with  him  when  the  post  of  Kaskas- 
kies  and  St.  Vincents  were  reduced,  and  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  that  have  been  since  in- 
corporated into  the  said  regiment,  to  be  laid 
off  m  one  tract,  the  length  of  which  not  to  ex- 
ceed double  the  breadth,  in  such  place,  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  as  a  majority  of 
the  officers  shall  choose,  and  to  be  afterwards 
divided  among  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  in 
due  proportion,  according  to  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia. That  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  land 
on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the 
waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the 
Green  river  and  Tennessee  river,  which  have 
been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Virginia  troops, 
upon  continental  establishment,  should,  from 
the  North  Carolina  line  bearing  in  further 
upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was  expected, 

Srove  insufficient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the 
eficiency  should  be  made  up  to  the  said 
troops,  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between 
the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the 
northweat  ude  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  •uch  pro- 


portions as  have  been  engaged  to  them  by  the 
laws  of  Virginia.  That  aU  the  lands  within 
the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  reserved  fur,  or  appropriated  to,  any 
of  the  before  mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed 
of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
common  f\ind  for  tne  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall 
become,  members  of  the  confederation  or  fed- 
eral alliances  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  in* 
elusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona 
fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.  Provided, 
that  the  trust  nereby  reposed  in  the  delegates 
of  this  state  shall  not  be  executed  unless  Uiree 
of  them  at  least  are  present  in  Congress. 

And  whereas  the  said  General  Assembly, 
by  their  resolution  of  June  sixth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  had  oonsti- 
tuted  and  appointed  us,  the  said  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, Samuel  Hardy,  Arthur  Lee,  and  James 
Monroe,  delegates  to  represent  the  said  com- 
monwealth iu  Congress  tor  one  year,  from  the 
first  Monday  in  November  then  next  follow* 
ing,  which  resolution  remains  in  full  force : 
Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  that  we,  the  said 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Samuel  llardy,  Arthoi 
Lee,  and  James  Monroe,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  and  authority  committed  to  us  by  the 
act  of  the  said  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
before  recited,  and  in  the  name,  and  for  and 
on  behalf,  of  the  said  commonwealth,  do,  by 
these  presents,  convey,  transfer,  assi^,  ana 
make  over,  unto  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress anscmbled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
states,  Virginia  inclusive,  all  ri^ht,  title  and 
claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdiction,  which 
the  said  commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory 
or  tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of  the 
Virginia  charter,  tiituate,  lying,  and  being  to 
the  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  and  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  and  on  the  conditions  of 
the  said  recited  act.  In  testimony  whereof, 
we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  and 
affixed  our  seals,  iu  Congress,  the  first  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  of  the  In- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the  eighth. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  iu  Con- 
gress assembled  are  ready  to  receive  this 
deed,  whenever  the  delegates  of  the  state  of 
Virf^inia  are  ready  to  execute  the  same. « 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  then  proceeded 
and  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  said 
deed:  whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resrjlution : — 

The  delegates  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia having  executed  the  deed. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recorded  and 
enrolled  among  the  acts  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  re- 
oonmnended  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  to 
take  into  consideration  their  act  of  ceMioii  *. 
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And  revise  the  same,  so  fkr  as  to  empower  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  make 
each  a  division  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  lying  northerly  and  westerly  of  the 
river  Ohio,  into  distmct  republican  states, 
not  more  tlian  five  nor  less  than  three,  as  the 
situation  of  that  country  and  future  ciroum- 
stanoes  may  require ;  which  states  shall  here- 
after become  members  of  the  Federal  Union, 
and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence,  as  the  original  states: 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  tenth  October,  1780 .♦ 

According  to  order,  the  ordinance  for  the 

Sovemment  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
tates  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  as  follows : 
An  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 

Sess  assembled.  That  the  said  territory,  for 
e  purposes  of  temporary  government,  bo  one 
district ;  subject,  however,  to  1>e  divided  into 
two  districts,  as  future  circumstances  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  Congress,  make  it  expedient. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  estates  both  of  resident  and  non- 
resident proprietors  in  the  said  territory,  dyine 
intestate,  shall  descend  to,  and  be  distributed 
among  their  children,  and  the  descendants  of 
a  deceased  child,  in  equal  parts :  the  descend- 
ants of  a  deceased  child  or  grandchild  to  take 
the  share  of  their  deceased  parent  in  eoudl 
parts  among  them :  and  where  there  shall  be 
no.  children  or  descendants,  then  in  equal 
parts  to  the  next  of  kin,  in  equal  degree  ;  and 
among  collaterals,  the  children  of  a  deceased 
brother  or  sister  of  the  intestate  shall  have,  in 
equal  parte  among  them,  their  deceased  pa- 
rents' share ;  and  there  shall,  in  no  ca«(e,  be  a 
di^»tinction  between  kindred  of  the  whole  and 
balf-blood ;  saving  in  all  cases  to  the  widow  of 
the  intestate  her  third  part  of  the  real  estate 
(or  life,  and  one-third  part  of  the  personal 
estate ;  and  this  law  relative  to  descents  and 
dower  shall  remain  in  full  force  until  altered 
by  the  legislature  of  the  district.  And  until 
the  ^vernor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws<  as 
hcreinafler  mentioned,  estates  in  the  said  ter- 

*  **  ReaoWed,  That  th«  nnapproptUted  lands  that  may  be 
ceded  or  roIinfiuiihiHt  to  the  United  States,  by  aoy  particu- 
lar vtate.  purnuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Oonicrera.  of 
the  Cth  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the 
eomunn  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and 
Ibrmed  into  distinrt  repnbliean  states,  which  shall  become 
uemtierH  of  the  P(>dtnral  Union,  and  have  tbe  .«ame  rights  of 
fOfereifn^«  frt^om,  and  independence,  as  the  other  states ; 
that  each  rtate  whli-h  shall  be  so  formed  shall  contain  a  suita- 
ble ext4>nt  of  territory,  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  hunJml  and  fifty  miles  sriuare,  or  as  near  thereto  as 
Hrt-unifctaurrii  will  admit;  that  the  necessary  and  reasona- 
ble expenses  whirh  any  particular  state  shall  hare  incurred, 
slnoe  tbe  cr^nmf  ncement  of  the  present  war,  in  tul^dning 
Any  British  posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  or  garrisons 
within,  and  for  tbe  defence,  or  in  acquiring  aay  put  oC  the 
territory  thst  may  bo  ceded  or  relinqnlsbed  to  the  United 
States,  shall  be  reimbursed : 

**  That  tbe  said  lands  shall  be  granted  or  settled  at  such 
fimm  and  under  such  regulatlonf  m  shall  hereafter  be 
agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Oooness  assembled,  or 
«nj  DiM  or  mors  of  1hem,**—jQumdU  of  Ccmgrtu,  October 
rO.lTSO. 


ritory  may  be  derised  or  bequeathed  by  wills 
in  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her 
in  whom  the  estate  may  be  (being  of  full  age), 
and  attested  by  three  witneesee;  and  real 
estates  may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release, 
or  bargain  and  sale,  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered, by  the  person,  being  of  full  age,  in 
whom  the  estate  may  be^  and  attested  by  two 
witnesses,  provided  such  wills  be  duly  proved, 
and  such  conveyances  be  acknowledeeo,  or  the 
execution  thereof  duly  proved,  and  be  reocurd* 
ed  within  one  jear  after  proper  magistrates^ 
courts,  and  registers,  shau  be  appomted  to 
that  purpose ;  and  personal  property  may  be 
transferred  by  delivery ;  savmg,  however,  to 
the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and 
other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskies,  St.  Yinoents, 
and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have  here- 
tofore professed  themselves  citizensof  Virginia, 
their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force  among 
them,  relative  to  the  descent  and  conveyanoe 
of  property. 

Be  It  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  appointed  from  time  to 
time,  by  Congress,  a  ^vemor,  whose  commis- 
sion shall  continue  m  force  for  the  torm  of 
tliree  years,  unless  sooner  revoked  by  Con- 
gress :  he  shall  reside  in  the  district^  and  have 
a  freehold  estate  Uierein,  in  one  thousand  acres 
of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  his  office. 

There  shall  be  appointed,  from  time  to  time, 
by  Congress,  a  secretarv,  whose  commission 
shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years,  unless 
sooner  revoked ;  he  shall  reside  in  the  dbtrict^ 
and  have  a  freehold  estate  therein,  in  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise 
of  his  office ;  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and 
preserve  the  acts  and  laws  passed  by  the 
le^slature,  and  the  public  records  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  tlie  proceedings  of  the  governor  in 
his  executive  department;  and  transmit  au- 
thentic copies  of  such  acts  and  proceedings, 
every  six  months,  to  the  secretary  of  Con 
grcs :  There  sliall  also  be  appointed  a  conrt^ 
to  consist  of  three  judges,  any  two  of  whom  to 
form  a  court,  who  shall  have  a  common  law 
jurisdiction,  and  reside  in  the  district,  and  have 
each  therein  a  freehold  estate,  in  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  their 
offices ;  and  their  commipsions  shall  continue 
in  force  during  good  behavior. 

The  governor  and  judges,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  adopt  and  publish  in  the  district 
such  laws  of  the  original  states,  criminal  and 
civil,  as  may  be  necessary,,  and  best  suited  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  district,  and  report 
them  to  Congress,  from  time  to  time ;  which 
laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  until  the 
organization  of  the  General  Assembly  therein, 
unless  disapproveil  of  by  Cungres^T;  but  aftei^ 
wards  the  legislature  shall  have  authority  to 
alter  them  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

The  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  appoint 
and  oommission  all  officers  in  the  same,  mIow 
the  rank  of  general  officers ;  all  ^neral  dB- 
cers  shall  be  appointed  and  oommusioned  bj 
Congress, 
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pMrioofl  to  tlie  organisation  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  governor  shall  appomt  such 
ma^strates  and  other  ciyil  officers,  in  each 
county  or  township,  as  he  shall  find  necessary' 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  same.  After  the  General  Assem- 
hly  shall  be  organized,  the  powers  and  duties 
of  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers  shall 
be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  Assem- 
bly ;  but  all  magistrates  and  other  civil  offi- 
cers, not  herein  otherwise  directed,  shall, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  temporary 
government,  be  appointed  by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries, 
the  laws  to  be  adopted  or  made  shall  have 
force  in  all  parts  of  the  district ;  and  for  the 
execution  or  process,  criminal  and  civil,  the 
governor  shall  make  proper  divisions  thereof; 
•nd  he  shall  proceed  from  time  to  time,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require,  to  lay  out  the  parts 
of  the  district  in  which  the  Indian  titles  shall 
have  been  extinguished,  into  counties  and 
townships,  subject,  however,  to  such  altera- 
tions as  may  thereafter  bo  made  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

So  soon  as  tliere  shall  be  five  thousand  free 
male  inhabitants,  of  full  ago,  in  the  district, 
upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  the  ^vornor, 
they  shall  receive  authority,  with  time  and 
place,  to  elect  representatives  from  their  coun- 
ties or  townships,  to  represent  them  in  the 
General  Assembly;  pronded  that,  for  overv 
five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  there  shall 
be  one  representative, and  so  on,  progressively, 
"with  the  number  of  free  male  iiilmbitauts, 
shall  the  right  of  representation  increase, 
until  the  number  of  representatives  shall 
amount  to  twenty-five ;  after  which  the  num- 
ber and  proportion  of  represoutatives  shall  be 
regulated  ]>y  the  legislature ;  provided,  that 
no  person  be  eligible  or  qualihed  to  act  as  a 
representative  unless  ho  shall  have  been  a 
citizen  of  one  of  the  United  States  three  years, 
and  be  a  resident  in  the  district,  or  unless  lie 
shall  have  resided  in  the  district  three  years : 
and  in  either  oise,  shall  likewise  hold  in  his 
own  right,  in  fee  simple,  two  hundroL  acres 
of  land  within  the  same ;  provided  also,  that 
a  freehold  in  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  district, 
having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  states,  and 
being  resident  in  the  district,  or  the  liko  free- 
hold and  two  years'  residence  in  the  district, 
shall  be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elec- 
tor of  a  representative. 

The  representatives  thus  elected  shall  servo 
for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and  in  case  of  the 
death  of  a  representative,  or  removal  from 
offioe,  the  governor  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the 
county  or  township,  for  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, to  elect  another  in  his  stead,  to  serv  e  for 
the  residue  of  the  term. 

The  General  Assembly,  or  Legislature,  shall 
consist  of  the  Governor,  Le«;isTativo  Council, 
and  a  House  of  lieprcsentativesi.  The  Legis- 
lative Council  shall  consist  of  five  memV^ers,  to 
continue  in  office  five  vears,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved  by  Congress ;  any  three  of  whom  to  be 
B  quorum :  and  tho  members  of  the  Council 


shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  to  wit :  As  soon  as  represen- 
tatives shall  be  elected,  the  governor  shall 
appoint  a  time  and  place  for  them  to  meet 
together,  and  when  met,  they  shall  nominate 
ten  persons,  residents  in  the  district,  and  each 
possessed  of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  return  their  names  to  Conercss ; 
five  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  com- 
mission to  serve  as  aforesaid :  and  whenever 
a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  Council,  by 
death  or  removal  trom  office,  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  nominate  two  persons, 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each  vacancy,  and 
return  their  names  to  Couctcss  ;  one  of  whom 
Confess  shall  appoint  and  commission  for  the 
residue  of  the  term :  And  every  five  years, 
four  months  at  least  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  service  of  the  members  of  the 
Council,  the  said  Ilouse  shall  nominate  ten 
persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  return 
their  names  to  Congress ;  five  of  whom  Con- 
gress shall  appoint  and  commission  to  serve 
as  members  of  the  Council  five  years,  unless 
sooner  removed.  And  the  Governor,  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  Ilouse  of  Representatives, 
shall  have  authority  to  make  laws,  in  all  cases, 
for  the  good  government  of  the  district,  not 
repugnant  to  the  principles  and  articles  in  diis 
ordinance  established  and  declared.  And  all 
bills,  having  passed  by  a  majority  in  the 
Ilouse,  and  by  a  majority  in  the  Council,  shall 
be  referral  to  the  governor  for  his  assent ;  but 
no  bill  or  legislative  act  whatever  shall  be  of 
^ny  force  without  his  assent.  The  governor 
shall  have  power  to  convene,  prorogue,  and 
dissolve  the  General  Assembly,  when  in  his 
opinion  it  shall  bo  expedient. 

Tho  Governor,  Judges,  Legislative  Council, 
Secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as  Congress 
shall  appoint  in  the  district,  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  of  fidelity,  and  of  offioe ; 
the  governor  before  the  President  of  Congress, 
and  all  other  officers  before  the  governor.  As 
soon  as  a  legislature  shall  be  fi)rmeil  in  the 
district,  the  Council  and  House  assembled,  in 
onenx)ni,  shall  have  authority,  by  joint  ballot, 
to  elect  a  <lolegate  to  Congress,  who  shall  have 
a  seat  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating, 
but  not  of  voting  during  this  temporary  gov- 
ernment. 

An<l  for  extending  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  lil)ertv,  whion  form 
the  basis  whereim  these  republics,  their  laws 
and  constitutions,  are  erected  ;  to  fix  and  esta- 
blish th(»se  principles  as  the  basis  of  ali  laws, 
constitutions,  and  governments,  which  for  ever 
hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory ; 
to  provide,  also,  for  the  establishment  i>f  states, 
and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  t(>  a  share  in  the  fedeml  coun- 
cils on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  ci^nsist- 
ent  with  tho  general  interest : — 

It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
authoritv  aforesaid,  That  tho  following* arti- 
cles shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact, 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  and 
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ftfttes  in  the  laid  UmUujf  and  fi>r  erer  re- 
main unalterable,  nnlesa  by  common  consent, 
to  wit: — 

Art.  1.  No  person,  demeaning  himself  in 
a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  shall  eTer  be 
molested  on  account  oi  his  mode  of  worship  or 
religious  sentiments,  in  the  said  territory. 

ArL  2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory 
shall  always  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
writ  of  hal>eas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury ; 
pf  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people 
in  the  legislature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 
All  perbons  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capi- 
tal offences,  where  the  proof  shall  be  evident, 
or  the  presumntion  great.  All  fines  shall  be 
moderate:  ana  no  cruel  or  unusual  punish- 
ments shall  be  inflicted.  No  man  snail  be 
deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property,  but  by 
the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  tne  law  of  the 
land ;  and  should  the  public  exigencies  make 
it  necessary,  for  the  common  preservation,  to 
take  any  person's  property,  or  to  demand  his 
particular  services,  full  compensation  shall  be 
made  for  the  same.  And,  in  the  just  preser- 
yation  of  rights  and  property,  it  is  understood 
and  declared,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be 
made,  or  have  force  in  the  said  territory,  that 
shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  interfere  with, 
or  affect,  private  contracts  or  engagements, 
bona  fide,  and  without  fraud,  previously 
formed. 

Art.  3.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge, 
bein^  necessary  to  j^ood  government  and  uie 
happiness  of  mankmd,  spools  and  the  means 
of  education  shall  for  ever  be  encouraged. 
The  utmost  ^ood  faith  shall  always  be  ob- 
served towar£i  the  Indians ;  their  lands  and 
property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them  with- 
out their  consent;  and  in  their  property,  rights, 
and  liberty,  they  never  shall  be  invaded  or 
disturbed,  unless  in  just  and  lawful  wars 
authorised  by  Congress;  but  laws  founded 
in  justice  and  humanity  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  made,  for  preventing  wrongs  beine 
done  to  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and 
friendship  with  them. 

Art.  4.  The  said  territory  and  the  states 
which  may  be  formed  therein,  shall  for  ever 
remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  subject  to  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  and  to  such  alterations  therein 
as  shall  be  constitutionally  made ;  and  to  all 
the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  conformable  thereto. 
The  inhabitants  and  settlers  in  the  said  terri- 
tory shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  fed- 
eral debts,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  and 
a  proportional  part  of  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congress, 
according  to  the  same  common  rule  and  mea- 
sure by  which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be 
made  on  the  other  states ;  and  the  taxes  for 

eying  their  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied 
the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  district  or  districts,  or  new  states, 
at  in  the  original  states,  within  the  rime  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem* 


bled.  The  le^palatnree  ci  tfaoee  distneis,  cnr 
new  states,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States 
in  dongress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regula- 
tions Conjgrcss  may  find  necessary,  for  secu- 
ring the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers. No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands 
the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed 
higher  than  residents.  The  navigable  waters 
leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence, 
and  the  carrying  places  between  the  same, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever  free, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  terri- 
tory, as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  those  of  any  other  states  that  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax, 
impost,  or  duty  therefor. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
territory,  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than 
five  states ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the  states, 
as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  oea- 
sion,  and  consent  to  the  same,  shall  become 
fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to  wit :  the 
western  state  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be 
bounded  by  the  Mississippi,  the  <)hio,  and 
Wabash  rivers ;  a  direct  line  drawn  from  the 
Wabash  and  Post  Vincents,  due  north  to  the 
territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada;  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mississippi.  The 
middle  state  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said 
direct  line,  the  Wabash,  from  Post  Vincents 
to  the  Ohio,  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line 
drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Miami  to  the  said  territorial  line,  and  by  ihe 
said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  state  shall 
be  bounded  by  the  last-mentioned  direct  line, 
the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said  terri- 
torial line:  provided,  however,  and  it  is  further 
understood  and  declared,  that  the  boundaries 
of  these  three  states  shall  be  subject  so  far  to 
be  altered,  that,  if  Congress  shall  hereafter 
find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part  of  the  siud 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west 
line  drawn  through  tlie  southerly  bend  or 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  And  whenever 
any  of  the  said  states  shall  have  sixty  thousand 
free  inhabitants  therein,  such  state  shall  be 
admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress 
of  4he  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  vnth 
the  original  states,  in  all  respects  whatever ; 
and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 
constitution  and  state  government:  provided 
the  constitution  and  ^vernment,  so  to  be 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles ; 
and,  so  far  as  it  can  be  consistent  with  the 
general  interest  of  the  confederacy,  such  ad- 
mission shall  be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  when  there  may  be  a  less  number  of  free 
inhabitants  in  the  state  than  sixty  thousand. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  neither  sUvery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territeEy, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  orimes, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  ooii- 
yicted:   Provided  always,  that  an^  igAcwn^ 
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escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the 
ori^al  states,  such  fngitivo  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conyeyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

%e  it  ordaiued  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  resolutions  of  the  23d  of  April, 
1784,*  relative  to  the  subject  of  this  ordinance, 
be,  and  the  same  arc  hereby  repealed  and  de- 
clared null  and  void.    Done,  &c. 

ACT  OP  VIRGINIA. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  did,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July,  in 
tiie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  nun- 
drea  and  eighty-six,  state  certain  reasons, 
showing  that  a  division  of  the  territory  which 
hath  been  ceded  to  the  said  United  ^States,  by 
this  commonwealth,  into  states,  in  conformity 
to  the  terms  of  cession,  should  the  same  be 
adhered  to,  would  be  attended  with  many  in- 
conveniences, and  did  rccommead  a  revi^iiou 
of  the  act  of  cession,  so  far  as  to  empower 
Congress  to  make  such  a  division  of  tlie  said 
territory  into  distinct  and  republican  states, 
not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three  in  num- 
ber, as  the  situation  of  that  country  and  future 
circumstances  might  require:  and  the  said 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have,  in 
an  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on 
the  thirteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  declared  the  fol- 
lowing as  one  of  the  articles  of  compact  be- 
tween the  original  states  and  the  people  and 
states  in  the  said  territory,  viz. : 

[Here  the  6tb  Article  of  compact,  of  tho  ordinance  of  Ooa* 
gr«u  of  13th  July,  1787,  it  recited  verbatim.] 

And  it  is  expedient  that  this  commonwealth 
do  assent  to  the  proposed  alteration,  so  as 
to  ratifv  and  confirm  the  said  article  of 
compact  between  the  original  states  and  the 
people  and  states  in  the  said  territory. 

2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  That  tho  aforerecitcd  article  of 
compact,  between  the  original  states  and  tho 
people  and  states  in  the  territory  northwest 
of  Ohio  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rati- 
fied and  confirmed,  anything  to  the  contnirv, 
in  the  deed  of  cession  of  the  said  territory  hj 
tliis  commonwealth  to  the  United  States,  not- 
withstanding. 

Oregon. 

After  the  Clavton  Compromise  Bill  was  de- 
feated in  the  ifouse,  the  Oregon  bill,  which 
originated  in  that  body,  was  looked  to  as  the 
means  of  providing  a  territorial  government 
for  Ore«wn. 

This  bill  as  it  became  a  law  contained  the 
following  provision : — 

Sec.  14. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  inhabitants  of  said  territory  shall  he  entitled 
to  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights^  privileges, 

*ThlB  reftrenct  ii  to  the  Ordinanoe  of  1784,  praceding 
tUii 


and  adcaniages  granted  and  Hatred  to  ihe  jM9» 
pie  of  the  ierriiory  of  the  United  SUUsm  niSrO^ 
west  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  the  artidea  ofeompani 
contained  in  the  ordinance  for  the  govemmeni 
of  said  territory,  on  the  thirteenth  day  ofJuUff 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-^even  ;  and  sihm 
be  subject  to  aU  the  conditions,  and  restridiontf 
and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of  compact 
imposed  upon  the  people  of  said  ierriiory;  and 
the  existing  laws  now  in  force  in  the  territory 
of  Oregon,  under  the  authority  of  the  proTi- 
sional  government  established  by  the  people 
thereof,  shall  continue  to  be  valid  and  opesv 
tive  therein,  so  far  as  the  same  be  not  incom- 

Satiblc  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates  and  the  principles  and  provisionB  of 
this  act ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  altered, 
modified,  or  repealed  b^  the  Lerislative  Aa- 
Rcmbly  of  the  said  territory  of  Oregon ;'  bat 
all  laws  heretofore  passed  in  eaid  territory, 
making  grants  of  land  or  otherwise  affecting 
or  encumbering  the  title  to  lands,  shall  be, 
and  arc  hereby,  declared  null  and  void,  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  ex- 
tended over,  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in, 
said  territory,  so  far  as  the  same,  or  any  pro- 
vision thereof,  may  be  applicable. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  stmok 
out  that  part  of  the  section  italicized,  the 
question  came  up  in  the  House  upon  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking 
out,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  as 
follows : — 

YcAS.—>Ie9n>8.  Bnrrivger.  Bayty,  Bfdk,  BtrdMll,  BxoelL 
Bfittf,  Iii)trtinHy  B-ncUn,  Hntfd,  Urodhead,  Wm.  O.  Bnmm^  AU 
Ittrt  G.  iAvww,  Hurl,  CkU^rll,  Chapman^  Cbme,  Btxtrijf  L, 
rinrlcr,  ('Unnnum,  Howtll  nJfb,  Wilhanunn  R.  W.  Ojbb, 
(^tckf,  (yiffirht.  Cyon'^r.  Danul,  iTamett  Duncan,  AUarati'Pr 
JCrans,  Fr-iUwrfton,  Ficklin.  Fftnarrtny,  fVmchy  Fulkm.  Gcyfe, 
(jlmtrii,  iiiijijin.  Gram,  M'iUtird  I'.  I/aUy  Haralftm.  Hurmat^ 
*<■'».  lliirris.  Iliinkttt,  I/ill.  IliUitird.  Isaac  E.  Holmes^  Oenryt 
S.  If'tuxtf/ri.  Jvij^.  CliArl*"*  J.  ItiKcrwll,  Ivrrann.  Jamtjum,  An- 
firrw  Joftufnn,  linlfrt  IK  Jitftn»m,  iin/rtjr.  W.  J'mc*,  Jof,n  W. 
Janet,,  Kau/mauy  Keniion,  Thomas  BvVer  King^  La  .%rc, 
Lii/"n,  Luutpl.'i'n,  MrCltTnanil.  Jfc/^»i/v//,  McKay,  Mctan*, 
Miller,  OutUnr,  lYtuHdmi,  PMjts,  Piihhury,  l*rcdfm,  IthHt, 
Hkhar^Uon.  Uolinson,  Jtonmn.  JJuwyer,  Sh^pnni,  Simjmint 
Si  his.  Sfotr'ni.  >tfptim9,  ThiW>tlfaur^  Thdmcu^  Jacnih  Thomj^ 
fon^  JifJfrl  J.  Tfwmpnon,  Tompkins,  Hiombt,  V€HaUe,  HW- 
lacf,  U'icA,  WfHiward.—BS. 

N.VT8. — McfHr*.  Abbott,  AdnmR.  Af>I)mun,  Bingham.  Blan- 
chard,  Brady.  Butler,  Canby.  Cothcart,  Franklin  Clark, 
Collamor,  Collins,  Con^rer.  CranHton.  Crowell,  Cummina, 
Dnrling,  Dickoy,  Dirkirigon.  I^ixou,  Duer.  Daniel  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Eckert,  l^Mwardn.  Kmbroe,  Nathan  Kranm  Faran, 
Farrellv,  Fishor.  Fn.'dler.  Frlef,  Giiidinga,  Oott,  Gregory, 
Grinnell,  Ilaltv  Nathnn  K.  Hall,  Ilammoni,  Jas.  O.  llam^ 
ton.  Mo^?«  ll.tmitton.  Ifonley,  Ilpnry,  Ellas  B.  Hulmes.  JoAii 
H",  Ifoufton.  Jlublard.  IluJfUin,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  lDfseri>o]|, 
Jcnkinn,  Kellotrs,  Daniel  P.  King.  Lnhm,  William  T.  Lawb 
fence,  Sidney  Kiwreure,  I^inooln,  Lord,  Lynde,  Madar, 
McClelland,  McllTaine,  Job  Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Mar^n| 
Marvin,  Morrin,  Mullin,  N«lf«on,  Nevrell,  NIcoU.  Palftvy, 
Peafllee,  Peck.  Potrie.  Pet  tit,  Pullock,  Putnam,  Rernold% 
Kichey,  Rockhill,  Jultus  H(K-kwoII,  John  A.  Horkwell,  RfiM, 
Root,  RumRey,  St  J"hn,  Stht-ntk,  Hherrill,  8ilTester.  Plln- 
ffcrland,  Smart,  Caleb  I).  Sniitli,  Robert  Smith,  Tmmaa 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Andn-w  Stewurt,  CharleR  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  Tallniadgi*.  T.%7lor,  .Tami->!  Thompimn.  Rlchflurd  W, 
ThomMon,  WIllLim  Thouipcon.  Thurnton,  Tamer,  Tii?!c, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton.  Warreu,  Wentworth,  White,  Wiley, 
Wiiliam8,WUmot.— 114. 

Northern  men  in  roman.  Southern  men  in 
italics. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the 
committee  in  striking  out. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  on  the  2d  of  An* 
guBt,  1848,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:—- 
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T.,iii«Bh«J.fi^Bo-iinofMS,ii*jjofPfc,Bioib..dof  of  the  biU  m  »  m8i»ge  in  which  h«  wid:— 

Vil,BDUiro(  t^c>DbT«f  OnCuhoii  or  inj-.C)ipp  of  The  temtoiT  of  Oregon  liea  &r  north  of 

5'S  *Y'co"n  ""Sf^'r  'o.ISfci'irf'irr  c*o-di™"o'  ttiirty-six  degrees  thirty  minut«s  the  Miwonri 

Cnnmioia  oPik,  DtrksyV  PiuMeklDMa  of  On  null  or  and   ToioH   compromise   line.     Its    Bouthem 

foai^DaHrDrN\T^^Bworo,Dwi«fiD^isekutaT  bonndarj  IB  the  pantllel  of  forty-two,  leariDS 

R^™llT  rf  fL  ?fckiin  of  iiL,  n^^°  r^fltv  or  ri^:  ^\  mtermediMe  diHtance  to  be  three  hundred 

FriHot  o.  audinn  ocOnOaU  of  N.  Y..  Urv^iry  ot  N.  J.,  and  thirty  geographicu  milsH. 

£''''"1?!S"X-     H  ''',^^'^'^V,'''  "^' ''?  w-  An^  't  ia  because  the  proTisions  of  this  WU 

BumDDDd   of  Me.,   lumptm   of  fl,  J.,  71nin|»IOD   of  I'a.,  ^    .              -   .       .        'Ti.     .1        .                  p    .1. 

■IfBltj  ec  lad.  Hanrr  of  vv,  noimH  of  N.  v..  [Touihis  are  not  incocBietent  mth  the  terms  of  the 

<£l)oU,Hubti«iiofConiL,lIiidioiiotMa*s,,iiui!Cofsj'.,  MUsouri  compromiBe,  if  extended  from   the 

^SSLlS'S'iJi.'iai.  «;5S.™SlSS  »:•  o™na. » it.  P»:i«=  Ooo».,  iku  i  h.™ 

JuMofTtnn^  Kalkn  of  N.  Y,  KaDnon  atO..KinE  of  not  felt  at  liberty  to  withhold  my  sanction. 

s:^iSs^i'Sss;:-J«'f.'sz,''A:fL,'±s  ««•  i'  •-t'*^"'  '^"•f""  »«?■!'  "".t  con- 

H-kL,  Hvlij,  MfCMIond,  Hidwiiud.  UoiniiH  «f  pl,  promise,  the  queBtion  prcBcnted  for  my  con- 

J!^'*.^.')^lSShr*4f^„''.''-'^;'''i'."T,^^'  "deration  would  hRTO  been  of  a  far  different 

y,l«(MTiM«w,I'«»l«^N.n„Pwliofvi.,p.iri.of  charncter,  and  my  action  upon  it  must  haye 

N.  Y_  i«u«ck  of  Pa-  BichudBD  of  III.,  Rcjnokti  of  N.  V.  corresponded  with  my  oonvictionB. 

S)Ki''i&k^t™CoS'n' ai>"Sf "  Y  "iliTlrfS'tuS  0"8''t  'fo  °'>^  '«  ^■t'^b  *e  Missouri  and 

•tr,Jr,'ofs.Y_s.w)»r<rfo..Beii™tkofO,8her7ii'lofs.  Toiaa  compromisest    Ought  we,  at  this  late 

Y^  »it(rt*r  rfN.  V,  8iin^ri«na  of  N.  Y- Bmiri  of  Ml-  dny,  in  attempting  to  annul  what  has  been  so 

T^.V^"iT^ii^bmc^^^:n^X^^T^l-  long  established  and  HC<iuieseed  in,  to  eicite 

■udgoof  N.  Y-TiTiorui  0..  ThoiDimn  of  PL.  ThampaDD  sectional  diTigions  and  jealousies;  to  alienate 

itJ^xT°v!'niJiVo'V.™"o>Ti"wanli^  the  people  of  different  portions  of  the  Union 

?IIL,  wbiiaVCi'.  Y.,At'kkoriiiiL,wusr'ar^ut.,n'iiiDut  from  each  other,  nnd  to  endanger  the  exist- 

''S*-     M         B  _i        j«  n  D    1      ,r     ,^,  ^  ence  of  the  Union  itself  T 

vi!  wkTrt?^^7viUi3'jrJ-i;:^"SK?^  P"""  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 

Bojiioiiof  N.c,Droiniof>iiJ*,Boriofa,c.,c»hiaiotK«,  tion,  during  ft  period  of  sixty  Tears,  our  pro- 

ofif.a,IiD«uerK7^  HnDaofMil^riiUuntotiorMtK,  ID  the  annals  of  history.     Under  the  protec* 


S^""L'il*^KS^'^'^J-'^*^™°S^u-''S''f'^  tionof  a  bountiful  Providence,  we  have  ad- 

Sr'£rt.^Ik!uSE.UrfT™r!iS"^nT'Hr^  '^noed  with  giant  strides   in  the   Cftrcer  of 

■TAIL,  llolmH  ots.  d,  lioiutno  of  Aid.  Ingaof  Alt,  It«^  wealth  and  prosperity.    We  have  enjoyed  the 

T^^K%'S^^t^'^"dT^S'^:^'^,  I'lessings  of  freedom  to  a  greater  extent  than 

• — 'HBofOi,)i8Dowrfi_or_Vt.MeK^_of  N.c,SlfUm  any  Other  people,  ftncient  or  modern,  under  n 

w__..  .- .._  ^..._    ,. «  .,    ~__^.         . .-.  .....     I  preserved  order,  and 

I  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 

Wc  have  now  become  an  eiiimple  for 

of  Ot,  VaiiaW*  irf  *' C- wiiiaw  '"""''•'On  to  the  whole  world.     The  friends  of 

freedom  in  every  climo  point  with  admiration 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  10th  of  August.  1848,  t"  ««!■  institutions.    Shall  we.  then,  at  the 

the  bill  coming  upforconsideration,  on  motion  moment  when  the  people  of  Europe  ate  de- 

of  Mr.  Dougkg  an  amendment  eitendmg  the  noting  all  their  energies  m  the  attempt  to  as- 

Missouri  line  to  the  Pacific  waa  adopted.    For  similate  their  institutions  to  our  own,  peni  all 

amendment  and  vote  see  extension  of  Missouri  "}"  blessings  by  despising  the  lessons  of  eipe- 

liue  p.  360.  rience.  and  refusing  to  tread  in  the  footstepa 

TL     VII           .L           _        J  u                   1  which  our  fathers  have  trodden?     And  for 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed  by  veaa  and  „i,„,  „„„„„  „„.,i  i  „„  „„.i„„™„  ™„  „i„.i„„. 

,  ,1                        *■               ■'  '  wnnt  cause  would  we  endanger  our  elonona 

nays  as  foUowa:—  P„i„„j    The  MUeouri  compromUe  contains 

Ttii.-MtMnLAirhi.cm  of  Mo- Brfgar  of  K.  c.  Bell  of  a  prohibition  of  slavery  throughout  all  that 

£:::%tB^hTSfrn^S.S'ar"Sa^.f!'^iror  vaJt  region  extending  t'wclve  and  a  half  d<^ 

pL,  a>j(i«  of  net-  d>t|>  of  Miw.,  Dlrkioaoii  of  N.  T-  greea  along  the  Pacific,  from  the  parallel  of 

£»*i"iiS';."ris;;:?'.'f?.?a.r"  ■hi"Jii^5.e'...  ihirtj»muto, » u,.i  of 

Md.  Johnaon  of  tA~  JDhtucD  of  Oa-  KIde  of  Ai^  Lsvii  torty-nine  degrees,  and  east  from  that  ocean 

of  Abb,  UmEwnm  of  N.  c-suaon  of  Tl,  Si.imfr  of  Kj,  to  and  beyond  the  summit  of  the  Rocty  JIouB- 


Why.  then,  should  our  institutions  be  en- 
I'la  of  Haia.  Drnxion  of  N  J   tti  of  N     — 'Dgorcd  because  it  is  proposeil  to  submit  to 

rdeh  of  tDctL,On«)aaf  R.i,  HkId  of  the  people  of  the  remainder  of  our  newly 


uS!SiW-"S.2"HS?rHlTio'^rfN:j!^i^5;   daagered^becauseitis  projiose.!  W  submit  to 


PhalpiofVL^Uph,™  ofV^W.ltaTOfWl.,Wobal«o(    Tjil'^   ,w^    ^    .j."6    ="-"■ .-    r^^fcT^ 

UtM!,yfMtcatotVlit^^  degrees  thirty  minutes,  embraomg  less  than 

four  degrees  of  latitude,  the  question  whether, 

The  Ilouse  disagreed  to  the  smendmeat  of  in  the  language  of  the  Texas  compromiH^ 
the  Senate,  the  Senate  receded,  and  the  bill  th^  '■  shaU  be  admitted  (as  a  state)  into  tha 
bMane  a  law.  Union  with  or  without  slavery  T"    Is  this  a 

For  the  Tote  of  the  Honae  disagreeing  to  question  to  be  pushed  to  such  eitremitdea  b; 
til*  ancndment  of  the  Seuts  see  extension  of  excited  partisans  on  the  one  side  or  the  other, 
tba  Hi«onri  line,  p.  2C0.  in  regard  to  onr  newly  acqniied  distant  po» 
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MwionB  on  the  Pacific,  as  to  endanger  the  shall  be  entiUed  to  vote  at  all  elections  aatho- 

union  of  thirty  glorious  states  which  constitute  rized  by  law. 

oar  oonfcderacj?  I  have  an  abiding  confidence  Sec.  3.  No  idiot  or  insane  person  shall  be 

that  the  sober  reflection  and  sound  patriotism  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  an  elector ;  and 

of  the  people  of  all  the  states  will  bring  them  the  privilege  of  an  elector  shall  be  forfeited  bj 

to  the  conclusion  that  the  dictate  of  wisdom  is  a  conviction  of  any  crime  which  is  pnnishabie 

to  follow  the  example  of  those  who  have  gone  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary, 

before  us,  and  settle  this  dangerous  question  Sec.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  voting  no  person 

on  the  Missouri  compromise  or  some  other  shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  or  lost  a  resi- 

equitable  compromise,  which  would  respect  dence  by  reason  of  his  presence  or  absence 

the  rights  of  all,  and  prove  satisfactory  to  the  while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 

different  portions  of  tiio  Union.  States  or  of  Ithis  state ;  nor  while  engaged  in 

Holding  as  a  sacred  trust  the  executive  au-  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  this  s(ate  or 

thority  for  the  whole  Union,  and  bound  to  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  high  seas ;  nor 

guard  the  rights  of  all,  I  should  be  constrain-  while  a  student  of  any  seminary  of  learning ; 

ed,bjr  a  sense  of  duty,  to  withhold  my  official  nor  while  kept  at  any  almshouse  or  other  asy- 

sanction  from  any  measure  which  would  con-  lum  at  public  expense ;  nor  while  confined  m 

flict  with  these  important  objects.  any  public  prison. 

At  the  next  session,  in  his  annual  message,  Sec.  5.  No  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine  in  the 

he  said :  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  of  their 

**  It  was  upon  this  consideration  that,  at  the  allies,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  acquired  a  rest- 
close  of  your  last  session,  I  gave  my  sanction  dence  in  the  state  in  consequence  of  having 
to  the  principle  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  been  stationed  within  the  same,  nor  shall  any 
by  approving  and  signing  the  bill  to  establish  such  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine  have  the  right 
the  territorial  government  of  Oregon.     From  to  vote. 

a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  the  Sec.  *G.  No  negro.  Chinaman,  or  mulatto 

Union,  and  in  deference  to  the  acts  of  my  pre-  shall  have  the  right  of  suffrage, 
decessors,  I  felt  constrained  to  yield  my  ac- 

(juiescence  to  the  extent  to  which  they  had  gone  Article  XVII. — Amendments, 

in  compromising  this  delicate  and  dangerous  g^^  ^     ^       amendment   or    amendments 

question.    But  if  C(,ngress  shall  now  reverse  ^^  ^^is  constitution  may  be  proposed  in  either 

t^e  decision  by  which  the  Missouri  compro-  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^  legislati^4  assemily.  and  if  the 

mise  was  effected,  and  sha  1  propose  to  extend  ^^^^  ^j^^jj  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^    ^  J^^^^^     ^^  ^1 

the  restriction  over  the  whofe  territory  south  ^^^  combers  elected  to  each  of  the  two  louses, 

as  well  a.s  north  of  the  parallel  of  3o^  30^  it  ^^^^   proposed   amendment   or    amendments 

will  cease  to  be  a  compromise,  and  must  be  ^^^^^  ^^.^J^  ^j,^  ^^,^^^  ^^^^  ^^^.^  ^y^^          ^^  ^^^ 

regarded  as  an  original  question.  ^^^^j  ,^,^   ^,^^i^  journals,  and  referred  to  the 

T\     •       ^1-    rni  •  i.    r      ti   n              xu        i  leglsliuive  assemblv  to  be  chosen  at  the  next 

^  During  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress  the  sul>.  ^^^^^,^^  ^,^^.^j,^^  .  ^^^^^  j^^  j^^  ^j^^  legislative  as- 

ject  of  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  Oregon  ^^.^lUy  scj  next  chos^en,  such  proposed  amend- 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government,  ment  *or  amemlnients  shiill  be  agreed  to  by  a 
engaged  the  attention  of  Congress.  An  act  majority  of  nil  the  members  elected  to  each 
to  that  effect  passed  the  House  of  Keprcsenta-  house,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
tives; but  failed  to  puss  the  Senate  during  ^»^'«  afseml.ly  to  submit  such  amendment  or 

4U..^n.»»..^.<.      TK«  ,  «  «i«  «^^^^«i^^  *v  «««.f  amendments  to  the  electors  of  the  state,  and 

that Uonjjjress.     ihe  i)oopie  proceeuen  to  erect  ^  . ,               .     ,         i  r  i     i     -lu     ..  j  i  - 

,  .     fl          ,           .,                     , ,.  cause  the  same  to  be  published  without  delay 

a  state  themselves  without  an  enabling  act.  ^^  j^^^^  ^^^^  consecutive  weeks  in  the  «^everi 

They  formed  a  constitution,  the  material  por-  ncwspapi^rs  published  in  this  state;  and  if  a 

tions  of  which  are  as  follows :  majority  of  said  electors  shall  ratify  the  same, 

such  amendment  or  amendments  shall  become 

Article  l.—Suffrar/e  arid  Elections,  a  part  of  this  constitution. 

a       1     (11   1    i>         I*   11  1    r           J          1  Sec.  2.  If  two  or  more  amendments  shall 

Sec.  1.  All  elcetjons  shall  be  free  and  ef,u,il.  ^^  g„,,„ino.l  at  the  same  time,  they  shaU  be 

•t^c\    >^'■■    ''^^l}''"1'  ""'  "H'c^'^e  )>"-  submitted  in  such  manner  that  the  elect.>r» 

Tided  for  by  this  constitution,  everv  white  male  „t  „ii  „  .^  /»  ^  ,^^  «„  .:„^*  «„  »i.  ^r  o„  ,i,  „».a»^ 

...           c\,      ,T  ..    ,   tj,  .         r" A.\               c  shall  vote  lor,  or  against,  each  ot  such  ameua- 

citizen  01  the   United  ^States,  ot  the  ace  ot  .                i.  i            i     i  -i                    i        ^ 

^        .     "    *  ^                         1        u     u  11 1  inents,  separately ;  and  while  an  amendment 


twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  state  during  the  six  months  im- 
mediately preceding  such  election,  and  every 
white  male  of  foreign  birth,  of  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years  and  upwards,  who  shall  have  re- 
sided in  the  United  States  one  year,  and  shall 
have  resided  in  this  state  during  the  six  months 
immediately  preceding  such  election,  and  shall 
have  declarea  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  one  year  preceding 
such  election,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  on  the  subject  of  naturalization, 


or  amendments,  which  shall  have  been  agreed 
upon  by  one  legislative  assembly,  shaH  bo 
awaiting  the  action  of  a  legislative  assembly, 
or  of  the  electors,  no  additional  amendment 
or  amendments  shall  be  proposed. 

Article  XVllL-^ScheduIe, 

Sec.  1.  For  the  purpose  of  taking  the  yoti 
of  the  electors  of  the  state  for  the  acceptance 
or  rejection  of  this  constitution,  an  election 
shall  be  held  on  the  second  Monday  of  Novem* 
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Ver,  in  the  ^ear  1^7,  to  Im  oondueted  aooord- 
inff  to  existing  laws  regulating  the  election  of 
delegate  in  Congresa,  so  far  as  anplicable,  ex- 
cept as  herein  otherwise  provided. 
.  Sec.  2.  Each  elector  who  offers  to  vote  upon 
this  constitution  shall  be  asked  by  the  judges 
of  election  this  question : 

Do  you  vote  for  the  oonsiitution — yes  or 
no? 

And  also  this  question : 

Do  you  vote  for  slavery  in  Oregon — ^yea  or 
no? 

And  also  this  question : 

Do  you  vote  for  free  negroes  in  Oregon — 
jes  or  no  ? 

And  in  the  poll-books  shall  be  columns 
headed,  respectively,  ''Constitution,  yes;" 
**  Constitution,  no ;"  "  Slavery,  yes ;"  "  Slave- 
ry, no;"  "Free  negroes,  yes;"  "Free  ne- 
ris,  no."  And  the  names  of  electors  shall 
entered  in  the  poll-books,  together  with 
their  answers  to  the  said  questions,  under 
theit  appropriate  heads.  The  abstracts  of  the 
votes  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory shall  be  publicly  opened,  and  canvassed 
bv  the  governor  and  secretary,  or  by  either 
of  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  other ;  and  the 
governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  secretary, 
shall  forthwith  issue  his  proclamation,  and 
publish  the  same  in  the  several  newspapers 
printed  in  this  state,  declaring  the  result  of 
the  said  election  upon  each  of  said  questions. 

Sec.  3.  If  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given 
for  and  against  the  constitution  shall  be  given 
tor  the  constitution,  then  this  constitution 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  approved  and  accepted 
by  the  electors  of  the  state,  and  shall  take  ef- 
fect accordingly ;  and  if  a  minority  of  such 
votes  shall  be  given  against  the  constitution, 
then  this  constitution  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
rejected  by  the  electors  of  the  state,  and  shall 
be  void. 

Sec  4.  If  this  constitution  shall  bo  accepted 
by  the  electors,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
etven  for  and  against  slavery  shall  be  given 
Tot  slavery,  then  the  following  section  shall  be 
added  to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  shall  be  part 
of  this  constitution : 

"  Sec.  — .  Persons  lawfully  held  as  slaves 
in  anv  state,  territory,  or  district  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  laws  thereof,  may  be 
brought  into  this  state,  and  such  slaves  and 
their  descendants,  may  be  held  as  slaves  with- 
in this  state,  and  shall  not  be  emancipated 
without  the  consent  of  their  owners." 

^  And  if  a  majority  of  such  votes  shall  be 
given  against  slavery,  then  the  foregoing  shall 
not,  but  the  following  section  shall  be  added 
to  the  "  bill  of  rights,"  and  shall  be  a  part 
of  this  constitution : 

"  Sec.  — .  There  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  this  state,  other- 
wise than  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted." 

And  if  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  for 
•nd  against  free  negroes  shall  be  given  against 
free  negroes,  then  the  foUowing  section  shall 


be  added  to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  shall  be 
part  of  this  constitution : 

"  Sec.  — .  No  free  neno  or  mulatto,  not 
residinj;  in  this  state  at  w  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of^this  constitution,  shall  ever  come,  re- 
side, or  be  within  tiiis  state,  or  hold  any  real 
estate,  or  make  any  contract,  or  maintain  any 
suit  therein ;  ana  the  legislative  assembly 
shall  provide  by  penal  laws  for  the  removal  by 
public  officers  of  all  such  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes,  and  for  their  effectual  exclusion  from 
the  state,  and  for  the  punishment  of  persons 
who  shall  bring  them  into  the  state,  or  employ 
or  harbor  them  therein." 

Sec.  6.  If  this  constitution  shall  be  ratified, 
an  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June,  1858,  for  the  election  of  members  of 
the  legislative  assembly,  a  representative  in 
Congress,  and  state  and  county  officers ;  and 
the  legislative  assembly  shall  convene  at  the 
capitol  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1858,  and 
proceed  to  elect  two  senators  in  CJongress,  and 
make  such  further  provisions  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  the  complete  organization  of  a  state 
government. 

Sec.  7.  All  laws  in  force  in  the  territory  of 
Oregon  when  the  constitution  takes  effect,  and 
consistent  therewith,  shall  continue  in  force 
until  altered  or  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  All  officers  of  the  territory,  or  unde^ 
its  laws,  when  this  constitution  takes  effect 
shall  continue  in  office  until  superseded  by  tlu 
state  authorities. 

Sec.  9.  Crimes  and  misdemeanors  commit 
ted  against  the  territory  of  Oregon  shall  br 
punished  by  the  state,  as  they  might  hav# 
been  punished  by  the  territory  if  the  change 
of  government  had  not  been  made. 

Bi/  ihe  Governor  of  Oregon, — A  Proclamaiian 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon, through  their  aelegates  in  convention  aa 
sembled,  prepared  a  constitution  for  their  ga 
vernment  under  a  state  organization,  and  sub 
mitted  the  same,  with  certain  propositions,  t9 
be  approved  and  determined  at  an  election 
whicn  was  held  in  the  said  territory  on  the 
9th  day  of  November,  a.  d.  1857,  in  confor- 
mity tu  the  provisions  made  by  said  conven- 
tion of  delefifates ;  and 

Whereas,  it  was  further  provided  by  said  oon- 
vention  of  delegates  that  tne  result  of  said  ele> 
tion  should  be  announced  by  executive  procla- 
mation :  Therefore,  to  that  end,  it  is  nereby 
declared  and  mode  known,  that  at  the  said  eleo- 
tion,  held  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  a.  d.  1857, 
th^re  were  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  votes  given  for  the  adoption  of  the 
said  constitution,  and  three  thousand  one  huii* 
dred  and  ninety-five  votes  against  its  adoption. 
There  were  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-five  votes  given  in  favor  of  slavery,  and 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-se- 
ven votes  against  slavery;  and  there  were 
given  one  uousand  and  eighty-one  votes  ia 
wrot  of  permitting  the  lesidenoe  of  free  ne- 
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met,  and  ei^ht  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  votes  against  the  same. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  horounto  set 
my  official  signature,  and  caused  the 
Tt  ft  1  seal  of  the  territory  to  be  affixed,  at 
LL.  8.J  gj^igm^  thi3  14^  Jay  of  December,  a. 

D.  1857.  GfiOROE  L.  Gurry. 

By  the  Governor : 
B.  F.  Harding, 

Secreiary  of  Oregon  Territory, 

This  constitution  was  referred  in  the  Senate, 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1858,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories.  Mr.  Douglas,  from  that 
committee,  reported  on  the  5th  of  April,  1858, 
a  bill  for  the  admission  of  Oregon  into  the 
Union. 

The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  is  in  the 
following  shape : 

A  Bill  for  the  admission  of  Oregon  into  the 

Union. 

Whereas  the  people  of  Oregon  have  framed, 
ratified,  and  adopted  a  constitution  of  state 
government  which  is  republican  in  form,  and 
m  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  applied  for  admission 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
other  states ;  therefore — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Congress  assembled,  That  Oregon  be, 
and  she  isTieroby,  received  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  other  states  in  all  re- 
spects whatever,  with  the  following;  bounda- 
ries :  In  onler  that  the  boundaries  of  the  state 
may  be  known  and  established,  it  is  hereby 
ordained  and  declared  that  the  state  of  Ore^^on 
shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  Iie;^in- 
ning  one  marine  league  at  ssea  due  west  from 
the  point  where  the  forty-second  parallel  of 
north  latitude  inter^ieots  the  same  ;  thence 
northcrlv,  at  the  same  distance  from  the  line 
of  the  coast,  lying  west  and  opposite  the 
state,  including  all  islands  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  to  a  point  due 
west  and  opposite  the  middle  of  the  north  ship 
channel  of  tlie  Columbia  river ;  thence  easter- 
ly, to  and  up  the  middle  channel  of  said  river, 
and,  where  it  is  divided  by  islands,  up  the 
middle  of  the  widest  channel  thereof,  to  a 
pr^int  near  Fort  Walhi-Walia,  where  thefortv- 
sixth  parallel  of  north  latitu«le  crosses  sai<i 
river;  thence  east,  on  said  parallel,  to  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  or  tlie  Shoshones 
or  Snake  river ;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Owyhee  river  ;  thence  due  south,  to  the  paral- 
lel of  latitude  forty-two  degrees  north  ;  tnence 
west,  along  said  parallel,  to  the  place  of  bo- 
ginning,  including  jurisdiction  in  civil  and 
criminal  coses  upon  the  Columbia  river  and 
Snake  river,  cjncurrently  with  states  and 
territories  of  which  those  rivers  form  a  boun- 
dary in  common  with  this  state. 

&Q,  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 


said  state  of  Oregon  shall  have  concurrent  jiH 
risdiction  on  the  Columbia  and  all  other  xiTerfl 
and  waters  bordering  on  the  said  state  of  Oregon 
so  far  as  the  same  shall  form  a  common  boun- 
dary to  said  state,  and  any  other  state  or 
states  now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  or  bound- 
ed by  the  same ;  and  said  rivers  and^  waters, 
and  all  the  navigable  waters  of  said  state, 
shall  be  common  highways  and  forever  free, 
as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  stato^  aa 
to  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with* 
out  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll  tlierefor. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  until 
the  next  census  and  apportionment  of  re- 
presentatives, the  state  of  Oregon  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  representative  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
following  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  offered  to  the  said  people  of  Orej^n 
for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection  ;  which, 
if  accepted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  United 
States,  and  upon  tlic  said  state  of  Oregon,  to 
wit:  First,  That  sections  numbered  sixteen  and 
thirty-six  in  every  township  of  nublic  lands  in 
said  state,  and  where  either  oi  said  sections, 
or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  sold  or  otherwiss 
been  disposed  of,  other  lands,  equivalent  thereto 
and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be  granted 
to  said  state  for  the  use  of  schools,  second* 
That  seventy-two  sections  of  land  shall  be  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  and  support  of 
a  state  university,  to  be  selected  by  the  gover- 
nor of  said  state,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  and 
to  be  appropriated  and  applied  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  of  said  state  may  prescribe 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  but  for  no  other  pur- 
pose. Third.  That  ten  entire  sections  of  land, 
to  be  selected  by  the  governor  of  said  state,  in 
legal  subdivisions,  shall  be  granted  to  said 
state  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  or  for  the  erection  of  othere*  at 
the  seat  of  government,  under  the  direction  of 
the  legislature  thereof.  Fourth.  That  all  salt 
springs  within  said  state,  not  exceeding  twelve 
in  number,  with  six  sections  of  land  adjoin- 
ing, or  as  contiguous  as  may  be  to  each,  shall 
be  granted  to  said  state  for  its  use,  the  same  to 
be  selected  by  the  governor  thereof  within  one 
year  after  the  admission  of  said  state,  and 
when  so  selected,  to  bo  used  or  dis|)osed  of  on 
such  terms,  conditions,  an<l  regulations  as  the 
legislature  shall  direct:  Provided,  That  no 
salt  spring  or  land,  the  right  whereof  is  now 
vested  in  any  individual  or  individuals,  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  confirmed  or  a<ljudgod 
to  any  imlividual  or  individuals,  shall  by  this 
article  be  granted  to  said  state.  Fifth.  Thai 
five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of 
all  public  lands  lying  within  said  state  which 
shall  be  sold  l.>y  Congress  after  the  admission 
of  said  state  into  the  Union,  after  deducting 
all  the  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be 
paid  to  said  state,  fir  the  purpose  of  making 
public  roads  and  int<^rnal  improvements,  as 
the  legislature  shall  direct:  Provided,  Thai 
the  foregoing  propositions,  hereinbefore  offers 
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ed,  are  on  the  condition  that  the  people  of 
Ori^n  shall  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrero- 
cable  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
that  said  state  shall  never  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil  within  the  same  by  the 
United  States,  or  with  any  regulations  Con- 
fess may  find  necessary  for  securing  the  title 
m  said  soil  to  bona  fidfe  purchasers  thereof; 
and  that  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprie- 
tors be  taxed  higher  than  residents.  Sixth, 
And  that  the  said  state  shall  never  tax  the 
lands  or  the jpropjertv  of  the  United  States  in 
said  state:  Providea,  however,  That  in  case 
any  of  the  lands  herein  granted  to  the  state 
of  Ore^n  have  heretofore  been  confirmed  to 
the  temtory  of  Oregon  for  the  purposes  speci- 
fied in  this  act,  the  amount  so  connrmed  shall 
be  deducted  from  the  quantity  specified  in  this 
act 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
nntil  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct,  tiie  resi- 
due of  the  territory  of  Oregon  shall  be,  and  b 
hereby,  incorporated  into,  and  made  a  part  of 
the  territory  of  Washington. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  18th  of 
May,  1858,  by  yeas  35,  nays  17  ;  as  follows  : 

YiAt— Alton,  Hftadt  Benjamin,  Biffler,  Bright,  Broderickf 
Brown,  Cbawron,  Chandler.  CUngmau,  CuUavurt  Dixon, 
DooUttk,  *DonglM,  Footf  Fbtter,  Green,  Qwin,  Barlatty 
Hoonoir,  Johnson  of  Arkanau,  Johnson  of  Tennesme, 
JonM^  Kina,  Polk,  Pngh,  SebutUm,  Seward,  ^Shields,  Sim- 
■oiu,  aUdeU,  *Stuart  Toombs,  Wright,  and  Ynlco— 35. 

Natb— Heaira.  Bnx,  Clay,  Guttem D£X,  Davis,  Durkee,  ^fc»> 
muknf  FIttpaCrIck,  Hak,  JIamlint  Hammond,  Henderson, 
Banter,  iTenon,  Eixnt»t,  Mason,  TrumlmUf  and  Wade— 11. 

Bemocrats  in  roman.  Republicans  in  italics, 
Americans  in  small  caps,  asterisk  prefixed 
anti-Lecompton  Democrats. 
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Ma.  Marcy  to  Ms.  Souub. 

(Extracts.— No.  19.) 

Department  of  State,     ) 
Washington,  Aug.  16,  1854.  j 

Sir :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  sug- 
gest to  you  a  particular  step,  from  which  he 
anticipates  much  advantage  to  the  negotiations 
with  which  you  are  charged,  on  the  subject 
of  Cuba. 

These,  and  other  considerations  which  will 
readily  occur  to  you,  suggest  that  much  may 
be  done  at  London  and  Paris  either  to  pro- 
mote directly  the  ^eat  object  in  view,  or  at 
least  to  clear  away  impediments  to  its  success- 
ful consummation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  seems  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  a  full  and  free  inter- 
change of  views  between  yourself,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, and  Mr.  Mason,  in  order  to  secure  a 
concurrence  in  reference  to  the  general  object. 

The  simplest  and  only  very  apparent  means 
of  attaining  this  end  is  for  the  three  ministers 
to  meet,  as  early  as  may  be,  at  some  conve- 
nient  central  pomt  (say  Paris),  to  consult  to- 
gether, to  compare  opmiona  as  to  what  may 
be  adyisable,  and  to  adopt  measures  fi;)r  per- 
fect concert  of  action  in  aid  of  your  negotia- 
ikmat  Madrid.    While  the  PMaident  has,  as 


I  have  before  had  occasion  to  state,  full  confi- 
dence in  your  own  intelligenoe  and  sagacity, 
he  conceives  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
agreeable  to  you  and  to  your  colleagues  in 
Great  Britain  and  France,  to  have  the  consult- 
ation 8u»^sted  and  then  to  bring  your  com- 
mon wisdom  and  knowledge  to  bear  simul- 
taneously upon  the  negotiations  at  Madrid, 
London,  and  Paris. 

If  you  concur  in  t^ese  views,  yon  will 
please  to  fix  the  lime  when  yon  can  repair  to 
Paris,  or  such  other  convenient  point  as  you 
may  select,  and  eive  notice  of  it  to  Mr.  Buch- 
anan and  Mr.  Mason,  who  have  instructionB 
on  the  subject,  and  will  await  advices  from 
you  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  the  oontem- 
plated  conference.  In  case  the  proposed 
mterview  shall  take  place,  you  are  desired  to 
communicate  to  the  government  here  the  re- 
sults of  opinion  or  means  of  action  to  whidi 
you  may  m  common  arrive,  through  a  trust- 
worthy confidential  messenger,  who  may  be 
able  to  supply  any  details  not  contained  in  a 
formal  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L,  Marct. 

Pierre  Soule,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  Madrid. 

Mr.  Soule  to  Mr.  Marct. 

United  States  Legation  to  Spain,     ) 
London,  Oct.  20, 1854.  j 

Sir :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  a  joint  communication  from  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, Mr.  Mason,  and  myself,  embodying  the 
result  of  our  deliberations  on  the  subject 
about  which  we  had  been  desired  to  confer 
together.  The  issues,  with  reference  to  which 
we  were  instructed  to  express  our  judgmoat, 
were  of  too  momentous  an  import  not  to  tax 
all  the  discernment  and  discretion  in  our 
power,  and  it  was  with  a  deep  sense  of  sol^n 
responsibility  that  we  entered  upon  the  dutiee 
which  had  been  assigned  to  us. 

May  we  have  accomplished  our  task  in  a 
manner  not  unworthy  of  the  great  object  for 
which  it  was  conferred  on  us  1 

My  colleagues  have  had  a  full  view  of  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  which  the  question 
presents ;  and  you  will  see  that  they  have  not 
nesitated  to  join  me  in  the  expression  of  senti- 
ments according  strikingly  with  the  intima- 
tions repeatedly  thrown  out  in  your  despatchee 
to  me. 

I  do  not  know  if  we  shall  be  found  sufficient 
ly  explicit  in  the  language  through  which  we 
have  attempted  to  convey  our  impressions;  I 
trust,  however,  that  it  will  be  found  sufficient- 
ly free  from  ambiguity  to  leave  no  loom  even 
for  a  doubt  as  to  ito  true  meaning. 

The  question  of  the  acquisition  of  Cuba  by 
us  is  gaining  ground  as  it  grows  to  be  more 
seriously  agitated  and  considered.  Now  is  the 
moment  for  ns  to  be  done  with  it ;  for  if  we 
delay  its  solution,  we  will  certainl  jr  repent  that 
we  let  escape  the  fi^irest  opportunity  we  ooold 
ever  be  fiurnished  with  of  brin^g  it  to  a  de- 
eiaiveteet. 
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Present  indicadons  would  seem  to  encoarage 
the  hope  that  we  may  oome  to  that  solution 
peaceaoly.  But  if  it  were  otherwise — ^if  it  is 
to  bring  upon  us  the  calamity  of  a  war — ^let  it 
be  now,  wnile  the  great  powers  of  this  conti- 
nent are  engaged  in  that  stupendous  strug- 
gle, which  cannot  but  engage  all  their  strcngui 
and  tax  all  their  energies  as  long  as  it  lasts, 
and  may,  before  it  ends,  couTulse  them  all. 

Neither  £ngland  nor  France  would  be  likely 
to  interfere  with  us.  England  could  not  bear 
to  be  suddenly  shut  out  of  our  market  and  see 
her  manufactures  paralyzed  eyen  by  a  tempo- 
raiT  suspension  of  her  intercourse  with  us. 

And  rrance,  with  the  heavy  task  now  on  her 
hands,  and  when  she  so  eagerly  aspires  to  take 
her  seat  as  the  acknowledged  chief  of  the  Eu- 
ropean family,  would  have  no  inducement  to 
assume  the  burden  of  another  war,  nor  any 
motive  to  repine  at  seeing  that  wo  took  in  our 
keeping  the  destinies  of  the  New  World,  as  she 
will  soon  have  those  of  the  Old. 

I  close  this  despatch  in  haste,  as  I  have  no 
time  left  me  to  carry  it  further. 

Mr.  Mcllae  leaves  for  Liverpool  within  a  few 
minutes.  I  intrust  to  him  details  which  would 
not  have  found  a  place  hero,  nor  in  the  other 
despatch.  He  will  impart  to  you  what  of  my 
mind  I  am  not  able  to  pour  out  in  these  lines. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Pierre  Soule. 

Hon.  William  L.  Mar^, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c. 


Aix  la  Ghapclle,         ) 
October  18,  1857.  [ 

Sir : — ^The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with 
the  wish  expressed  by  the  President  in  the 
several  confidential  despatches  you  have  ad- 
dressed to  us  respectively  to  that  effect,  have 
met  in  conference,  first  at  Ostend,  in  Belgium, 
on  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th  instant,  and  then  at 
Aix  la  Ghapclle,  in  Prussia,  on  the  days  next 
following,  up  to  the  date  hereof. 

There  has  been  a  full  and  unreserved  inter- 
change of  views  and  sentiments  between  ns, 
which,  we  are  most  happy  to  inform  you,  has 
resulted  in  a  cordial  comcidcnce  of  opmion  on 
the  grave  and  important  subject  submitted  to 
our  consideration. 

We  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  and  are 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  an  immediate  and 
earnest  effort  ought  to  be  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  purchase  Cuba 
from  Spain  at  any  price  for  wnich  it  can  be 
obtained  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $ 
The  proposal  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  made 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  presented  through 
the  necessary  diplomatic  forms  to  the  Su- 

Sremc  Constituent  Cortes  about  to  assemble. 
>n  this  momentous  question,  in  which  the 
people  both  of  Spain  and  the  United  States 
are  so  deeply  interested,  all  our  proceedings 
ought  to  be  open,  frank,  and  public.  They 
ahould  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  challenge 
the  approbation  of  the  world. 

We  firmly  believe  that,  in  the  progress  of 
human  events,  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 


vital  interests  of  Spain  are  as  seriously  in- 
yolved  in  the  sale,  as  those'of  the  United  States 
in  the  purchase,  of  the  island,  and  that  ihe 
transaction  would  prove  equally  honorable  to 
both  nations. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  cannot  anti- 
cipate a  failure,  unless  possibly  throug|h  the 
malign  influence  of  foreign  powers,  who  pos- 
sess no  rights  whatever  to  interfere  in  the 
matter. 

We  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  reasons 
which  have  brought  us  to  this  oonclusiony 
and,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  we  shall  specif  j 
them  under  two  distinct  heads : 

1st  The  United  States  ou^ht,  if  practicable^ 
to  purchase  Cuba  with  as  little  delay  as  poa- 
sible. 

2d.  The  probability  is  great  that  the  0> 
vemment  and  Cortes  of  Spain  will  prove  wul- 
ing  to  sell  it,  because  this  would  essentially 

§  remote  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the 
panish  people. 

The  first,  it  must  be  clear  to  every  reflect- 
ing mind,  that,  from  the  peculiarity  of  its  geo- 
graphical position,  and  the  considerations 
attendant  on  it,  Cuba  is  as  necessary  to  the 
North  American  republic  as  any  of  its  present 
members,  and  that  it  belongs  naturally  to 
that  great  family  of  states  of  which  the  Union 
is  the  providential  nursery.  From  its  locadityy 
it  commands  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and 
the  immense  and  annually  increasing  trade 
which  must  seek  this  avenue  to  the  ocean. 

On  the  numerous  navigable  streams,  me»- 
suring  an  aggregate  course  of  some  thirty 
thousand  miles,  which  disembogue  themselves 
through  this  magnificent  river  into  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  the  increase  of  the  population 
within  the  last  ten  years  amounts  to  more  than 
that  of  the  entire  Union  at  the  time  Louisiana 
was  annexed  to  it. 

The  natural  and  main  outlet  to  the  products 
of  this  entire  population,  the  highway  of  their 
direct  intercourse  with  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  states,  can  never  be  secure,  but  must 
ever  be  endangered  whilst  Cuba  is  a  depen- 
dency of  a  distant  power,  in  whose  possession 
it  has  proved  to  be  a  source  of  constant  an- 
noyance and  embarrassment  to  their  interests. 

Indeed,  the  Union  can  never  enjoy  repose, 
nor  possess  reliable  Rcourity,  as  long  as  Cuba 
is  not  embraced  within  its  boundaries. 

Its  immediate  acquisition  by  our  govern- 
ment is  of  paramount  importance,  and  we  can- 
not doubt  out  that  it  is  a  consummation  d^ 
youtly  wished  for  by  its  inhabitants.  The 
intercourse  which  its  proximity  to  our  coasts 
begets  and  encourages  between  them  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  has,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  time,  so  united  their  interests  and 
blended  their  fortunes  that  they  now  look  upon 
each  other  as  if  they  were  one  people  anil  nad 
but  one  destiny. 

Considerations  exist  which  render  delay  in 
the  acquisititm  of  this  island  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous to  the  Unitod  States.  The  system  of 
immigration  and  labor  lately  organised  within 
its  limits,  and  the  tyranny  and  oppression 
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whfok  charftetdrize  ite  immediate  rolen, 
threaten  an  insurrection  at  everj  moment, 
which  m&j  result  in  direful  consequences  to 
the  American  people. 

Cuba  has  thus  oecome  to  us  an  unceasing 
danger,  and  a  permanent  cause  of  anxietj  and 
alarm. 

But  we  need  not  enlarge  on  these  topics.  It 
can  scarcely  be  appr^ended  that  foreign 
powers,  in  violation  of  international  law, 
would  interpose  their  influence  with  Spain  to 
preTcnt  our  acquisition  of  the  island.  Its  in- 
nabitants  are  now  suffering  under  the  worst 
of  all  possible  goyemments — that  of  absolute 
despotism,  delegated  bj  a  distant  power  to 
irresponsible  agents,  who  are  changed  at  short 
intervals,  and  who  are  tempted  to  improve  the 
brief  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  accumulate 
fortunes  by  the  basest  means. 

As  long  as  this  system  shall  endure,  hu- 
manity may  in  vain  demand  the  suppression 
of  the  African  slave  trade  in  the  island.  This 
is  rendered  impossible  whilst  that  infamous 
traffic  remains  an  irresistible  temptation  and 
source  of  immense  profit  to  needy  and  avari- 
eious  officials,  who,  to  attain  their  ends,  scru- 
ple not  to  trample  the  most  sacred  principles 
under  foot. 

The  Spanish  government  at  home  may  be 
well  disposed,  but  experience  has  proved  that 
it  cannot  control  these  remote  depositaries  of 
its  power.  Besides,  the  commercial  nations  of 
the  world  cannot  fkil  to  perceive  and  appre- 
ciate the  great  advantages  which  would  result 
to  their  people  from  a  dissolution  of  the  forced 
and  unnatural  connexion  between  Spain  and 
Cuba,  and  the  annexation  of  the  latter  to  the 
United  States.  The  trade  of  England  and 
France  with  Cuba  would,  in  that  event,  as- 
sume at  once  an  important  and  profitable  cha- 
racter, and  rapidly  extend  with  the  increasing 
ponulation  and  prosperity  of  the  island. 

2:  But  if  the  dnited  States  and  every  com- 
mercial nation  would  be  benefited  by  this 
transfer,  the  interests  of  Spain  would  also  be 
ffreatly  and  essentially  promoted.  She  cannot 
But  see  what  such  a  sum  of  money  as  we  are 
willing  to  pay  for  the  island,  would  effect 
in  the  development  of  her  vast  natural  re- 
sources. 

Two-thirds  of  this  sum,  if  employed  in  the 
construction  of  a  system  of  railroads,  would 
ultimatol;^  prove  a  source  of  greater  wealth  to 
the^  Spanish  people  than  that  opened  to  their 
vision  by  Cortei.  Their  prosperity  would 
date  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion. 

^  France  has  already  constructed  continuous 
lines  of  railways  from  Havre,  Marseilles,  Va- 
lenciennes,  and  Strasbourg,  via  Paris,  to  the 
Spanish  frontier,  and  anxiously  awaito  the 
day  when  Spain  shall  find  herself  in  a  con- 
dition to  extend  these  roads  through  her 
northern  provinces  to  Madrid,  Seville,  Cadiz, 
Malaga,  and  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  The 
•bject  once  accomplished,  Spain  would  become 
%  centre  of  attractKui  £»  the  travelling  world, 


and  secure  a  permanent  and  profitable  market 
for  her  various  productions. 

Her  fields,  under  the  stimulus  given  to  in- 
dustry by  remunerating  prices,  would  teem 
with  cereal  grain,  and  her  vineyards  would 
bring  forth  a  vastly  increased  q^uantity  of 
choice  wines.  Spain  would  speedily  become, 
what  a  bountiful  Providence  intended  she 
should  be,  one  of  the  first  nations  of  Conti- 
nental Europe;  rich,  powerful,  and  contented. 
Whilst  two-thirds  of  the  price  of  the  island 
would  be  ample  for  the  completion  of  her  meet 
important  public  improvemento,  she  mighty 
wim  the  remaining  forty  millions,  satisfy  the 
demands  now  pressing  so  heavily  upon  her 
credit,  and  create  a  sinlung  fund  which  would 
gradually  relieve  her  from  the  overwhelming 
debt  now  paralyzing  her  energies. 

Such  is  ner  present  wretohed  financial  coi^ 
dition,  that  her  best  bonds  are  sold  upon  her 
own  Bourse  at  about  one-third  of  their  par 
value ;  whilst  another  class,  on  which  she  pays 
no  interest,  have  but  a  nominal  value,  ana  are 
quoted  at  about  one-sixth  of  the  amount  for 
which  they  were  issued.  Besides,  these  latter 
are  held  principally  by  British  creditors  who 
may,  from  dfw  to  day,  obtain  the  effective  in- 
terposition of  their  own  government  for  the 
purpose  of  coercing  payment.  Intimations  to 
that  effect  have  already  been  thrown  out  from 
high  quarters,  and  unless  some  new  source  of 
revenue  shall  enable  Spain  to  provide  for  such 
exigencies,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  may 
be  realized.  Should  Spain  reject  the  present 
golden  opportunity  for  developing  her  r^ 
sources,  and  removing  her  financial  embarrass- 
ments, it  may  never  again  return.  Cuba,  in 
its  palmiest  day,  never  yielded  her  exchequer, 
afler  deducting  the  expenses  of  its  goyem- 
ment,  a  clear  annual  income  of  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  These  expenses 
have  increased  in  such  a  degree  as  to  leave  a 
deficit  chargeable  on  the  treasury  of  Spain  to 
the  amount  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  therefore,  the 
island  is  an  encumbrance,  instead  of  a  source 
of  profit,  to  its  mother  country. 

Under  no  probable  circumstences  can  Cuba 
ever  yield  to  Spain  one  per  cent,  on  the  large 
amount  which  the  United  States  are  willing  to 
pay  for  its  acquisition.  But  Spain  is  in  im- 
minent danger  of  losing  Cuba  without  remu- 
neration. 

Extreme  oppression,  it  is  now  universally 
admitted,  justifies  any  people  in  endeavoring 
to  relieve  themselves  from  the  yoke  of  their 
oppressors.  The  sufferings  which  the  corrupt, 
arbitrary,  and  unrelenting  local  a<lministr» 
tion  necessarily  entails  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Cuba,  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  and  keep 
alive  that  spirit  of  resistance  and  revolution 
against  Spam  which  has,  of  late  years,  been 
so  often  manifested.  In  this  condition  of 
affairs  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  the  people  of 
the  United  ^tes  vrill  not  be  warmly  enlisted 
in  favor  of  their  oppressed  neighbors. 

We  kaow  ^t  the  President  is  justiy  inflc» 
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ibie  in  liis  determination  to  execute  tlie  nen- 
trality  laws:  bnt,  should  the  Cubans  them- 
selves rise  in  revolt  against  the  oppression 
which  they  suflfer,  no  human  power  could 
prevent  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
liberal  minded  men  from  other  countries  from 
rushing  to  their  assifttance.  Besides,  the  pre- 
eent  is  an  age  of  adventure,  in  which  resUess 
and  daring  spirits  abound  in  every  portion  of 
the  world. 

It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  Cuba 
may  be  wrested  from  Spain  by  a  successful 
revolution ;  and  in  that  event  she  will  lose 
both  the  island  and  price  which  we  are  now 
willing  to  pa^  for  it— -a  price  far  beyond  what 
was  ever  paid  by  one  people  to  another  for 
Any  province. 

It  may  also  be  remembered  that  the  settle- 
ment of  this  vexed  Question  by  the  cession  of 
Cuba  to  the  United  States,  would  for  ever 
prevent  the  dangerous  complications  between 
nations,  to  which  it  might  otuerwise  give  birth. 

It  is  certain  that,  should  the  Cubans  them- 
selves organise  an  insurrection  against  the 
Spanish  government,  and  should  other  inde- 
pendent nations  come  to  the  aid  of  Spain  in 
the  contest,  no  human  power  could,  in  our 
opinion,  prevent  the  people  and  government 
01  the  United  States  from  taking  part  in  such 
A  civil  war  in  support  of  their  neighbor  and 
friend.  But  if  Spain,  dead  to  the  voice  of  her 
own  interest,  and  actuated  by  stubborn  pride 
and  a  false  sense  of  honor,  should  refuse  to 
sell  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  then  the  ques- 
tion will  arise.  What  ought  to  be  the  course 
of  the  American  government  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? Self-preservation  is  the  first 
law  of  nature,  with  states  as  well  as  with 
individuals.     AH  nations  have,  at  different 

Eeriods,  acted  upon  this  maxim.  Although  it 
as  been  made  the  pretext  for  committing 
flaerant  injustice,  as  in  the  partition  of  Poland 
and  other  similar  cases  which  history  records, 
vet  the  principle  itself,  though  often  abused, 
has  always  been  rccopiised.  The  United 
States  have  never  acquired  a  foot  of  territory 
except  by  fair  purchase,  or,  as  in  the  case  of 
Texas,  upon  the  free  and  voluntary  applicor 
tion  of  the  people  o£  that  indepencfent  state, 
who  desired  to  blend  their  destinies  with  our 
own. 

Even  our  ac(][uisitions  from  Mexico  are  no 
exception  to  tins  rule,  because,  although  we 
might  have  claimed  them  by  the  right  of  the 
conquest  in  a  just  war,  yet  we  purchased  them 
for  what  was  considercu  by  both  parties  a  full 
and  ample  equivalent. 

Our  past  history  forbids  that  we  should  ac- 
quire the  island  of  Cuba  without  the  consent 
of  Spain,  unless  justified  by  the  great  law  of 
self-preservation.  We  must,  in  any  event,  pre- 
serve our  own  conscious  rectitude  and  our  own 
self-respect. 

Whilst  pursuing  this  course  we  can  afford 
to  disregard  the  censures  of  tiie  world,  to 
which  we  have  been  so  often  and  so  un- 
justly exposed.  After  we  shall  have  offered 
i^pfliD  B  price  for  Cuba  fiir  beyond  its  present 


value,  and  this  shall  hare  been  refused,  it  will 
then  be  time  to  consider  the  question.  Does 
Cuba,  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  seriously 
endanger  our  internal  peace  and  the  existence 
of  our  cherished  Union  7 

Should  this  question  be  answered  in  the 
a&rmative,  then  by  every  law,  human  and 
divine,  we  shall  be  justified  in  wresting  it 
from  Spain  if  we  possess  the  power,  and  this 
upon  the  very  same  principle  that  would  jus- 
tify an  individual  in  tearing  down  the  burning 
house  of  his  neighbor,  if  Uiere  were  no  other 
means  of  preventing  the  flames  from  destroy- 
ine  his  own  house. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  ought  neither 
to  regard  the  circumstances  or  count  the  odds 
which  Spain'  might  enlist  against  us.  We 
forbear  to  enter  into  the  q^uestion,  whether 
the  present  condition  of  the  island  would  jui»- 
tify  such  a  measure.  We  should,  however, 
be  recreant  to  our  duty,  be  unworthy  of  our 
gallant  forefathers,  and  commit  base  treason 
against  our  posterity,  should  we  permit  Cuba 
to  be  Africanized  and  become  a  second  Si. 
Domingo  with  all  its  attendant  horrors  fo  the 
white  race,  and  suffer  the  flames  to  extend  to 
to  our  own  neighboring  shores,  seriously  to 
endanger  or  actually  to  consume  the  fair  fab- 
ric of  our  Union. 

We  fear  that  the  course  and  current  of 
events  are  rapidly  tending  to  such  a  catas- 
trophe. We,  however,  hope  for  the  best, 
though  we  ought  certainly  to  be  prepared  for 
the  worst. 

We  also  forbear  to  investigate  the  present 
condition  of  the  questions  at  issue  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  A  long  series 
of  injuries  to  our  people  has  been  committed 
in  Cuba  by  Spanish  officials,  and  are  unre- 
dressed. iDut  recently  a  most  flagrant  out- 
rage on  the  rights  of  American  citizens  and 
on  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  perpe- 
trated in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  under  circum- 
stances which,  without  immediate  redress, 
would  have  justified  a  resort  to  measures  of 
war  in  vindication  of  national  honor.  Thai 
outrage  is  not  only  unatoned,  but  the  Spanish 
governmtnt  has  deliberately  sanctioned  the 
acts  of  its  subordinates  ana  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility attaching  to  them.  Nothing  could 
more  impressively  teach  us  the  danger  to 
which  those  peaceful  relations  it  has  ever 
been  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  cherish 
with  forei^  nations  arc  constantly  exposed, 
than  the  circumstances  of  that  case.  Situated 
OS  Spain  and  the  United  States  arc,  the  latter 
have  forborne  to  resort  to  the  extreme  mea- 
sures. 

But  this  course  cannot,  with  due  regard  to 
their  own  dignity  as  an  independent  nation, 
continue ;  and  our  own  recommendations,  now 
submitted,  are  dictated  by  the  firm  belief  that 
the  cession  of  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  with 
stipulations  as  beneficial  to  Spaui  as  those 
suggested,  is  the  only  effective  made  of  set- 
tling all  past  differences  and  of  securing  the 
two  countries  against  future  collision. 

We  have  already  witnessed  the  bappj  r»> 
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suits  for  both  countries  which  fbllowed  a  simi-  fugitive  slave,  or  an^  person  dumed  as  Bueh« 

lar  arrangement  in  regard  to  Florida.  from  any  place  in  this  state  to  any  other  place 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  within  or  without  the  same. 

James  Bucha>'an.  *'  Sec.  4.  If  any  such  jud^,  justice  of  the 

J.  T.  Mason.  peace,  magistrate,  officer  or  citisen,  shall  offend 

Pierre  Soule.  against  the  two  preceding  sections,  such  jud^ 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  State.  justice  of  the  peace,  magistrate,  officer  or  citi- 

sen,  shall  be  subject  to  tne  penalties  provided 

Fersonal  Liberty  Bill.  in  section  five  of  this  act. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  Personal  "  ^ec.  5.  Any  judge  of  any  court  of  record 

Liberty  Bill,  as  passed  by  the  legislature  of  i»  th>  e^a^*  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 

Massachusetts :~  magistrate,  any  sheriff  deputy  sheriff,  high 

_,_^,          ,       ,.            .,,,  bailiff,  constable,  or  jailor,  or  any  citizen  of 

"By  the  10th  section  it  is  provided  that  this  state,  who  shall  offend  against  the  provi- 

•any  person  who  shall    CTant  a  certificate  gions  of  this  act,  by  acting  directly  or  in- 

under  the  act  of  1851  shall  be  deprived  of  any  directly  under  the  provisions  of  section  three 

office  Je  may  hold  under  the  commonwealth,  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 

and  shall  be  for  ever  thereafter  inehgible  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  to 

any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  emolument  under  the  use  of  the  state,  to  be  recovered  upon  in- 

the  law  of  the  commonwealth.'  formation  or  indictment,  or  be  imprisoned  in 

"  The  eleventh  section  declares  that  '  any  the  state  prison  not  exceeding  five  years." 
^rson  who  shall  act  as  counsel  or  attorney 

for  any  claimant  under  said  act  shall  be  de-  

privcd  of  any  commission  he  may  then  hold  "©'ce,  Franklin. 

under  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  and  On  the  18th  of  December,  1837,  Mr.  Pierce 

shall  be  thereafter  incapacitated  to  appear  as  of  N.  H.,  in  the  Senate,  in  discussing  the  re- 

oounsel  or  attorney  in  the  courts  of  the  com-  ception  of  an  abolition  petition,  said, 

°^^?mu^^*Jl;!i.        .r      /►   vj                   V       ^  He  was  in  favor  of  the  reception,  and  that 

The  16th  secfion  forbids  any  member  of  question  he  desired  to  meet  distinctly,  and  un- 

the  volunteer    mihtia  from    aiding   m    the  Embarrassed  by  any  other  motion, 

enforcement  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  ^^^gn  petitions  of  this  character  should  be 

provides  that  'any  member  of  the  same  who  received,  we  would  be  prepared  to  act  upon 

shall  offend  against  the  provisions  of  this  sec-  ^j^em  without  delay :  to  reject  the  prayer  of  the 

tion  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  petitions,  to  lay  them  uiwn  the  toble,  or  give 

one  thousand  and  not  exceedmg  two  thousand  ^^^^^        Q^her  direction  that  might  be  thought 

dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  ^^est  calculated  to  silence  the  agitators,  and 

prison  not  less^  than  one  year  and  not  more  tranquillize  the  public  mind.    As  a  member 

than  two  years»  ^f  tj^e  gelect  committee  of  the  other  House,  of 

--,,     ^  „     .       .    xu    n           1  T  -v  ..X-  t.-ii  which  Mr.  Pinckney  of  S.  C.  was  chairman, 

Hhe  following  is  the  Personal  Liberty  biU  ^e  had  fuUy  concurred  in  the  sentiments  of 

or  Vermont :                 ^  the  report  presented  by  that  gentleman  at  the 

An  act  for  the  protection  of  personal  liberty,  first  session  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress; 

"  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Qeneral  As-  and  further  examination  and  reflection  had 

sembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  as  follows : —  only  served  to  confirm  him  in  the  opinions 

Sec.  1.  No  court  of  record  in  this  state,  nor  which  he  at  that  time  entertained ;  but  mad 

any  judge  thereof,  no  justice  of  the  peace  nor  and  fanatical  as  he  regarded  the  schemes  of 

other  magistrate,  acting  under  the  authority  the  abolitionists,  and  deeply  as  he  deplored 

of  this  state,  shsJl  hereafter  take  cogniscuice  the  consequences  of  their  course  upon  all  sec* 

of^  or  grant  any  certificate,  warrant,  or  other  tions  of  the  Union,  he  could  give  no  vote  that 

process,  in  any  case  arising  under  section  might  be  construed  into  a  denial  of  the  right 

three  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  February  of  petition,  and  thus  enable  them  to  change 

twelfth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  their  position,  and  make  up  a  false  issue  be- 

entitled  *  an  act  respecting  fugitives    from  foro  the  country, 

justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  — 

of  their  masters,'  to  any  person  claiming  any  On  the  21st  of  February,  1839,  Mr.  Pierce 

other  person  as  a  fugitive  slave  in  this  state,  presented  in  the  Senate  a  memorial  from  cer- 

"Sec.  2.  No  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  high  ^^  eiUzens  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  for 

or  detain,  or  aid  in  the  seizure,  arrest  or  de-  l^i^biua,  and  from  the  remarks  made  by  hun 

tention,  or  imprisonment  in  any  jail  or  other  at  the  time  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

building  belonging  to  this  state,  or  to  any  "I  do  earnestly  hope  that  every  honest 

county,  town,  city,  or  person  therein,  of  any  man,  who  has  sincerely  at  heart  tlie  best  in 

person  for  the  reason  that  he  is  or  may  be  terests  of  the  slave  and  the  master,  may  no 

claimed  as  a  fugitive  slave.  longer  be  governed  by  a  blind  zeal  and  im- 

''  Sec.  3.  No  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  high  pulse,  but  be  led  to  examme  this  subject,  so 

buliff,  constable,  or  other  officer  or  citizen  of  full  of  delicacy  and  danger,  in  all  its  bear- 

4i*  state,  shall  transport,  or  remove,  or  aider  ings;  and  that^  when  oalled  upon  to  lend 

•eriflt  in  the  transponation  or  removal  of  anj  their  nemee  and  iDfluenoe  tA  ^m  ^wma  ^ 
31 
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agitation,  they  mar  remember  that  we  live 
ander  a  written  Constitution,  which  is  the 
panoply  and  protection  of  the  South  as  well 
as  the  i^orth ;  that  it  covers  the  entire  Union, 
and  is  equalW  a  guarantee  for  the  unmolested 
enjoyment  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  all 
its  parts ;  and  I  trust,  further,  that  thej  will 
no  longer  close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  so 
far  as  those  in  whose  welfare  they  express  so 
much  feeling  are  concerned,  this  foreign  inter- 
ference has  Doen,  and  must  inevitably  continue 
to  be,  evil,  and  only  evil/' 

Spesch  in  the  Convention  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ON  the  Religious  Test  in  its  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Pierce,  of  Concord,  said  that  he  could 
concur  heartily  in  all  that  the  gentleman  from 
Portsmouth  had  uttered,  except  his  last  re- 
mark. It  was  quite  obvious  that,  so  far  from 
having  taxed  the  patience  of  the  committee, 
his  speeches  upon  both  the  great  subjects  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions  under  consideration 
had  been  listened  to  with  unqualified  gratifi- 
cation. Not  because  he  threw  the  weight  of 
his  high  character  and  the  power  of  his  argu- 
ments into  the  scale  on  the  side  of  rieht  in  a 
case  where  there  was  hesitancy — ^where  the 
judgment  of  members  was  not  definitely 
formed — where  there  was  a  shade  of  doubt  as 
to  the  result ;  but  because  it  was  desirable 
that  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed  in 
matters  of  such  grave  import  should  be  stated, 
as  they  had  been,  with  smgular  force  of  rea- 
soning and  beauty  of  illustration.  It  was 
also  a  service  well  rendered,  not  less  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  past  than  the  present.  The 
motives  of  the  fathers  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion and  of  the  people  in  1792  had  been  placed 
in  their  true  light.  So  much  was  due  to  them. 
It  was  also  due  to  this  convention  and  the 
people  whom  they  represent,  and  duo  to  the 
reputation  of  the  state  abroad,  that  it  be  well 
understood  that  both  of  the  provisions — the 
religious  test  and  the  property  qualification — 
hod  been  a  dead  letter,  at  least  as  long  as  the 
chairman  [Air.  SawyerJ  had  participated  to 
any  extent  m  the  councils  of  the  state.  They 
had  been  practically  inoperative  from  Mr. 
P.'s  earliest  recollection.  The  chairman  would 
remember  that  many  years  ago,  at  a  time  of 
high  party  excitement,  it  was  8up;ge8ted  that 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
occupied  his  seat  without  the  recpiisite  pro- 
perty qualification.  But  two  objections  at  once 
occurred  to  any  action  upon  the  subject ;  the 
first  was  that  investigation  and  action,  instead 
of  rejecting  one  member,  might  probably  va- 
cate twenty  scats :  the  second  was,  that  no  mem- 
ber could  probably  be  found  to  move  in  a  mat- 
ter so  utterly  repugnant  to  public  sentiment. 

The  religious  test  in  the  constitution  had 
undeniably  been  a  stigma  upon  the  state,  at 
home  and  abroad.  It  had  been  repeatedly 
named  to  him,  and  once  at  least  in  a  foreign 
land,  as  unworUiy  of  the  intelligent  and  lib- 
eral spirit  of  our  countrymen.  Although  he 
Jutd  at  times  felt  keenly  the  reproach,  he  had 


nniformly  referred,  as  he  had  no  doubt  other 
gentiemen  had  done,  to  other  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution as  illustrating  the  true  and  free  spirit 
of  our  fathers,  and  to  these  as,  at  least  for 
many  years,  a  blank.  The  great  auestion  of 
religious  toleration  was  practically  settied, 
and  settied  in  a  manner  never  to  be  reversed 
while  we  retain  our  present  form  of  covem- 
ment,  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  The  pro- 
visions now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee could  hardly  be  said  to  involve  an 
open  question.  They  had  bcftn  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  every  lyceum,  every  academy, 
debating  club,  every  town;  and  there  was 
perhaps  no  subject  upon  which  public  opinion 
and  public  feeling  was  so  uniform  and  deci- 
sive. The  substance — ^if  substance  they  ever 
had — having  long  since  passed  away,  he  re- 
joiced that  the  proper  occasion  had  at  length 
arrived  to  dispense  with  the  form. 

Extract  from  his  speech,  at  the  town 
meeting,  at  Concord,  on  the  save  sub- 
ject. 

"  Can  it  be  possible  (said  he)  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire  will  vote  to  retain  a 
feature  in  its  fundamental  law,  engrafted 
there  under  peculiar  circumstances,  repugnant 
to  the  plainest  ideas  of  justice  and  eqiudity, 
repugnant  to  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the 
constitution  upon  which  it  stands  as  afungtia 
—dead,  to  be  sure,  but  still  there — a  blot  and 
deformity,  obnoxious  in  the  last  degree  to  the 
spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we  live  ?  How  c^ui 
we  say  that  our  land  is  the  asylum  of  the  op- 
pressed of  other  countries,  when  we  fail  to 
extend  over  them  the  shield  of  equal  rights, 
and  say  to  them.  There  is  the  panoply  under 
which,  so  far  as  the  dearest  and  most  sacred 
of  all  rights  is  concerned,  you  may  shelter 
yourselves  ?  I  love  and  revere  the  faith  of  my 
Protestant  fathers ;  but  do  not  Martin  Law- 
ler,  and  his  countrymen  near  me,  and  who 
have  this  day  exercised  the  right  of  freemen, 
now  revere  and  cling  to  the  faith  of  their 
fathers  ?  Are  you  to  tell  them  that  they  can 
vote  for  you,  but  are  to  be  excluded  from  the 
privilege  of  being  voted  for  ? — that  while  you 
tax  them  to  maintain  your  j^vernmcnt,  they 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  positions  that  control 
taxation.  Shame  upon  such  a  provision,  while 
wo  boast  of  equal  rights !  I  hope  this  provi- 
sion of  our  constitution  receives  the  delibe- 
rate reprobation  of  every  man  now  in  this 
hall.  !But,  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  it  is  due 
to  the  honor  of  the  state,  it  is  due  to  the  plain- 
est dictates  of  justice,  that  whoever  may  favor 
this  test,  should  state  the  reasons  u]v>n  which 
he  relies.  For  one,  I  never  think  of  it  with- 
out a  deep  sense  of  regret,  and.  I  may  add, 
of  humiliation  for  mv  native  state." 

Letter  of  President  Pierce  on  the  Com- 
promise Measures. 

Tremont  House,  Boston,  May  27,  1852. 
I  intended  to  speak  to  you  more  fully  upon 
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the  subject  of  the  compromise  measures  than 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  do.  The  importance 
of  the  action  of  the  convention  upon  tnis  ques- 
tion cannot  be  over-estimated.  I  believe  there 
will  be  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  South 
to  press  resolutions  unnecessarily  offensive  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  North.  But  can  we  say 
as  much  on  our  side  ?  WiU  the  North  como 
cheerfully  up  to  the  mark  of  constitutional 
right  ?  If  not,  a  breach  in  our  party  is  inevit- 
able. The  matter  should  be  met  at  the 
threshold,  because  it  rises  above  partv,  and 
looks  to  the  very  existence  of  the  confederacy. 
The  sentiment  of  no  one  state  is  to  be  regarded 
upon  this  subject;  but  having  fought  the  bat- 
tle in  New  Hampshire  upon  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  and  upon  what  we  believed  to  be  the 
ground  of  constitutional  right,  we  should,  of 
course,  desire  the  approval  of  the  Democracy 
of  the  country. 

What  i  wish  to  say  to  you  is  this :  If  the 
compromise  measures  are  not  to  be  substan- 
tially and  firmly  maintained,  the  plain  rights 
secured  by  the  Constitution  will  be  trampled 
in  the  dust.  What  difference  can  it  make  to 
ou  or  me  whether  the  outrage  shall  seem  to 
all  on  South  Carolina,  or  Maine,  or  New 
Hampshire?  Are  not  the  rights  of  each 
equally  dear  to  us  all  7  I  will  never  yield  to 
a  craven  spirit  that,  from  considerations  of 
policy,  would  endanger  the  Union.  Enter- 
taining these  views,  the  action  of  the  conven- 
tion must,  in  my  judgment,  be  vital.  If  we 
of  the  North  who  have  stood  by  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  South,  are  to  be  abandoned 
to  any  time-eervinff  policy,  the  hopes  of 
democracy  and  of  uie  Union  must  sink  to- 
gether. 

As  I  told  you,  my  name  will  not  be  before 
the  convention ;  but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that 
what  is  there  to  be  done  will  be  important  be- 
yond men  and  parties — transcendently  impor- 
tant to  the  hopes  of  democratic  progress  and 
civil  liberty. 

Your  friend, 

Frank.  Pierce. 

Extract  from  the  annual  message  of  Mr. 
Pierce  to  34th  Congress,  3d  session,  on  the 
results  of  the  Presidential  election. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House 

of  Representatives : — 

The  Constitution  requires  that  the  President 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  not  only  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  measures 
as  he  may  judge  necessary  and  expedient,  but 
also  that  ne  shall  give  inK>rmation  to  them  of 
the  state  of  the  Union.  To  do  this  fully  in- 
volves expositions  of  all  matters  in  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country,  domestic  or  foreign, 
which  essentially  concern  the  general  welfare. 
While  performing  his  constitutional  duty  in 
this  respect,  the  President  does  not  speak 
merely  to  express  personal  convictions,  but  as 
the  executive  minister  of  the  government, 
''nabled  by  his  position,  and  called  upon  by 


lus  official  obligations,  to  sean  with  an  im*' 
partial  eye  the  interests  of  the  whole  and  of 
every  part,  of  the  United  States. 

Of  tne  condition  of  the  domestic  interests  of 
the  Union,  its  agriculture,  mines,  manufac- 
tures, navigation,  and  commerce,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  sajr  that  the  internal  prosperitr 
of  the  country,  its  continuous  and  steaay  ad- 
vfmcement  in  wealth  and  population,  and  in 
private  as  well  as  public  well-oeing,  attest  the 
wisdom  of  our  institutions,  and  the  predomi- 
nant spirit  of  intelligence  and  ^triotism, 
which,  notwithstanding  occasional  irregulari- 
ties of  opinion  or  action  resulting  from  popular 
freedom,  has  distin^ished  and  characterized 
the  people  of  America. 

In  the  brief  interval  between  the  termina- 
tion of  the  last  and  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  public  mind 
nas  been  occupied  with  the  care  of  selecting, 
for  another  constitutional  term,  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  determination  of  the  persons,  who  are 
of  right,  or  contingently,  to  preside  over  the 
administration  of  the  government,  is,  under 
our  system,  committed  to  the  states  and  the 
people.  We  appeal  to  them,  by  their  voice 
pronounced  in  the  forms  of  law,  to  call  whom- 
soever they  will  to  the  high  post  of  Chief 
Magistrate. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  as  the  Senators  repre- 
sent the  respective  states  of  the  Union,  and 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  several  constituencies  of  each  state,  so  the 
President  represents  the  aggregate  population 
of  the  Unitea  States.  Their  election  of  him  is 
the  explicit  and  solemn  act  of  the  sole  sov^ 
reign  authority  of  the  Union. 

It  is  impossible  to  misapprehend  the  ^reat 
principles  which,  by  their  recent  poLtical 
action,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
sanctioned  and  announced. 

They  have  asserted  the  constitutional  equali- 
ty of  each  and  all  of  the  states  of  the  Union  as 
states;  they  have  affirmed  the  constitutional 
equality  of  each  and  all  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  as  citizens,  whatever  their  re* 
ligion,  wherever  their  birth,  or  their  resi- 
dence ;  they  have  maintained  the  inviolability 
of  the  constitutional  righto  of  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union ;  and  they  have  proclaimed 
their  devoted  and  unalterable  attachment  to 
the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  as  objecto  of 
interest  superior  to  all  subjecte  of  local  or 
sectional  controversy,  as  the  safeguard  of  the 
rights  of  all,  as  the  spirit  and  the  essence  of 
the  liberty,  peace,  and  greatness  of  the  re- 
public. 

In  doing  this,  they  have,  at  the  same  time, 
emphaticuly  condemned  the  idea  of  organiz* 
ing  in  these  United  States  mere  geographical 
parties ;  of  marshalling  in  hostile  array  to- 
wards each  other  the  different  parte  of  the 
country.  North  or  South,  East  or  West. 

Schemes  of  this  nature,  fraught  with  in- 
calculable mischief,  and  which  the  considerate 
sense  of  the  people  has  rejected,  oould  haye 
had  countenance  in  no  put  of  the  eouufaeyi  ^ 
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had  tbey  not  been  dJsgnised  bj  suggOBtions 
plniuible  in  ftppe&ranoe,  aotine  n^n  on  ex- 
cited BtAte  of  the  publio  mind,  induced  b/ 
cuiees  temporary  in  their  character,  and  it  " 
to  be  hoped  transient  in  tboir  influence. 

Perfect  liberty  of  association  for  pulitical 
o^ecti  and  the  widest  scope  of  discussion  ~  ~  ~ 
the  received  and  ordinary  conditions  of  gori 
roent  in  onr  country.  Out  institutinni,  framoj 
in  the  spirit  of  confidence,  in  the  intelligence 
Mnd  integrity  of  the  people,  do  not  lurbid 
oitiieos,  either  individually  or  associated  to- 
gether, to  attack  by  writing,  speech,  or  any 
OtJher  methods  short  of  physical  force,  the  Con- 
Btitution  and  the  very  esistcnco  of  the  nuion. 
Under  the  shelter  of  this  great  libertv,  nnd 
protected  bv  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  go 
Tenunent  they  asiiail,  associations  have  been 
fimned  in  some  of  the  states  of  individuals 
who,  pretending  to  seek  only  to  prevent  the 
Bpread  of  the  institution  of  slavery  into  the 
present  or  future  inchoate  stat«B  of  the  Union, 
kre  really  inflamed  with  desire  to  change  the 
domestic  institutions  of  existing  states.  To 
■Goomplish  their  ol^ects,  they  dedicate  thcm- 
BClves  to  the  odious  task  of  depreciating  tho 
government  organization  which  stands  in  their 
my,  and  of  caluinniating,  with  iadiscriiniiiatc 
inveotivo,  not  only  the  citizens  of  pnniculur 
states,  with  whose  laws  they  find  fault,  but  all 
Others  of  their  follow-citizcns  throughout  the 
country  who  do  not  participate  witli  them  in 
their  assaults  upon  the  Constitution,  framed 
and  adopted  by  our  fathers,  and  claiming  for 
tbe  privileges  it  has  secured,  and  tho  blcHxings 
it  has  conferred,  the  steady  support  and  grate- 
ful reverence  of  their  childrsn.  They  Hcek  an 
object  which  they  well  know  to  be  a  revolu- 
tionary one.  They  are  perfectly  aw.iro  tliat 
the  change  in  the  relative  condition  of  the 
white  and  black  races  in  the  slavcholdinj 
■tates,  which  they  would  promote,  is  bejvud 
their  lawful  autliority ;  that  to  tiiein  it  is  a 
foreign  object;  that  it  cannot  be  effected  by 
any  peaceful  instrumcntalitv  of  theirs;  that 
for  them,  and  the  states  of  which  they  are 
citiiens,  the  only  path  to  its  accomplishment 
is  tlirough  burning  cities,  and  ravaged  fields, 
>nd  slaughtered  populations,  and  all  there  ia 
most  terrible  in  foreign,  compKcatcd  with  civil 
and  servile  war ;  and  tiiat  the  first  step  in  the 
attempt  is  the  forcible  disruption  of  a  country 
embracing  in  its  broad  bosom  a  degree  of 
liberty,  and  an  amount  of  individual  and  pub- 
lie  prosperity,  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in 
history,  and  substituting  in  its  place  hostile 
governments,  driven  at  once  and  inentably 
into  mutual  devastation  and  fratricidal  ca:^ 
na^,  tran^iforming  the  now  peaceful  and  fe- 
licitous brotherhood  into  n  vast  permanent 
camp  of  armed  men,  like  the  rival  monarchies 
of  Europe  ami  Asia.  Well  knowine  that  such, 
and  such  unly.  are  the  means  and  tlie  cunse- 
qaenccs  of  tncir   plans  and   purposes,   they 


their  power  (o  deprive  tho  Com 
t&«iamof  jDorftl  tuitkoiity,  and  to  undermine 
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the  fabric  of  the  Union  by  appeals  to  passion 
and  seetional  prejudice,  by  indoctrinating  its 
people  with  reciprocal  hatred,  and  by  ednca- 
them  to  stand  ikce  to  face  as  enemies, 
than  shoulder  to  shoulder  as  friends. 
It  is  by  tlie  agency  of  such  unwarrantable 
interference,  foreign  and  domestic,  that  the 
minds  of  many,  otherwise  good  citizens,  have 
been  so  infliiDied  into  the  passionate  condem- 
nation of  tlio  domestic  inatitations  of  the 
southern  states,  as  at  length  to  pass  insensi- 
bly to  almost  equally  passionate  bostili^  to- 
wards tlieir  fellow-citizens  of  those  states,  and 
thus  finally  to  fall  into  temporary  fellowship 
with  the  nrowed  and  active  enemies  of  the 
Constitution.  Ardently  attache<t  to  liberty  in 
the  abstract,  they  do  not  stop  to  cocsidei  prso- 
tically  how  the  objects  thoy  would  attain  can 
be  accomplished,  nor  to  reflect  that,  even  if 
the  evil  were  as  great  as  they  deem  it,  they 
have  no  remedy  to  apply,  and  that  it  can  Ml 
only  aggrovatott  by  their  violence  and  uncon- 
stitutional action.  A  question  which  is  one  of 
tho  most  difficult  of  all  the  problems  of  sooial 
institution,  political  economy,  and  Btatesman- 
ship,  tlicy  treat  with  unreasoning  intampo- 
rniico  of  thought  and  language.  Extremes 
beget  extremes.  Violent  attack  from  the  North 
finds  its  inevitable  consequence  in  the  growth 
of  a  spirit  of  angry  defiance  at  the  South. 
Thus,  in  the  progress  of  events,  we  had  reach- 
ed that  consummation  which  the  voice  of  the 
people  has  now  so  pointedly  rebuked,  of  tho 
attempt  of  a  portion  of  the  states,  by  a  sen- 
tiotiul  organization  and  movement,  to  usurp  th« 
control  of  the  government  of  tlie  United  States. 

Fopulalion. 
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r  IS  THE  UNITED  States  fob  50 


ISOO 5,305,925 

IKiri 7.239,81-1 

1821) 9,ti38,131 

1S.W 12,800.020 

18-H) 17,069,453 

1850 23,191,87(i 

Decennial  increase  per  centum. 

From  1800  to  1810 36.45 

From  1810  to  1820 33.36 

From  Is20  to  1830 33.26 

Fr(jm  1830  to  1840 32.67 

From  1840  to  1850 35.87 

The   population   in    Uio   year   1800  being 
5,30o.925.  and  in  the  jcat  1850.  23,191,870.  the 

ulaiiiiu  of  1800  ;  calculating  the  some  ratio  of 
increanc  for  the  next  fifty  years,  our  popnlatioa 
in  tho  year  1000  wuuUl  be  101.349,498,  and  in 
the  year  1950  it  wmiM  reach,  if  the  same  in- 

croaso  continued,  442,007,290. 

Presidential  Election  of  18SA. 

DkBATJ!    OS   TRK,   IN    TAB   UoDEI  Of   RlPKS- 

EEMI^TIVKS,  Dec.  0,  1856. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Sxirn  of  Tenn.    But  mippoM  I 
am  wrong  io  the  idea  that  the  TOtea  caat  tin 
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Finmofe  in  the  northern  states  were  opposed 
to  the  restoration  of  the  Missoari  compromiBe 
line;  yet  those  who  voted  for  him  in  the 
southern  states  openly  avowed  that  they 
were  opposed  to  its  restoration.  It  was  so 
nroclaimed  by  all  their  speakers  on  the  stump. 
Mow,  take  the  votes  which  Mr.  Buchanan  re> 
ceived  and  the  votes  given  to  Mr.  Fillmore  in 
the  sonthem  states,  and  there  is  a  clear  ma- 
jority of  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
against  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  asserted  that 
the  policy  of  President  Pierce  upon  that  sub- 
ject has  been  condemned  by  a  migority  of 
three  hundred  thousand  votes. 
^  Mr.  Sherman.  I  desire  to  propound  a  ques- 
tion to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  yield  for  an  inter- 
TOffatory,  but  for  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Shxrman.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  thousands  of  persons  in  the  north- 
em  states  who  were  opposed  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise  voted  for  Mr.  Buch- 
anan? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  do ;  but  they  were 
ntterly  opposed  to  its  restoration. 

Mr.  Sherman.  Does  he  not  know  that  the 
candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  itf  the  Lan- 
caster district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  Mr. 
Buchanan  resides,  was  one  of  those  here  who 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise— who  condemn ed  it  upon  the  floor  of 
this  House,  and  upon  the  bustm^  ? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  know  that  Mr.  Ileis- 
ter,  who  ran  in  the  Lancaster  district,  took 
open  and  bold  ground  in  the  late  presiden- 
tial campaign  against  the  restoration  of  the 
Missouri  compromise.  He  said  that  he  had 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  that  compromise ; 
but  he  unequivocally  opposed  its  restoration. 
Mr.  Sherman.  Was  that  gentleman,  who 
thus  opposed  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  elected  in  the  Wheatland  dis- 
trict? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  He  was  not ;  he  was 
defeated.  Perhaps,  if  he  had  voted  for  the 
repeal,  he  might  have  been  elected.  At  the 
time  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise he  belonged  to  the  Whig  party,  every 
northern  member  of  which  voted  against  that 
repeal. 

Mr.  Davidson.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this  dis- 
cussion in  order  ? 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  thinks  the  dis- 
cussion is  in  order  on  a  motion  to  print  and 
refer  the  message  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  It  has  been  asserted 
in  the  South,  in  almost  every  presidential 
canvass  and  in  every  state  canvass,  that  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  northern  states  were 
unsound  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  South. 

i»Ve  have  denied  this.  We  have  held  that 
the  Democratic  party  North  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  Soutn  occupied  one  and  the  same 
croona.  We  took  the  same  position  in  the 
Mte  canvass.    The  gentleman  furnishes,  as 


he  8nppoG«8,  material  to  the  cmpoj^tioii  to  the 
Democratic  party  in  the  Sooth  with  whioh  to 
fight  us  in  future  Presidential  and  state  can- 
vasses. But  his  attempt  will  be  fruitless. 
The  people  of  the  South  now  understand  the 
position  of  all  the  parties  in  the  northern 
states,  and  they  look  to  the  Democraor  as  the 
only  one  national  in  its  principles  and  just  in 
its  action  to  all  sections  of  the  Union. 

It  was  boldly  proclaimed  yesterday  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  a  minority  president,  and  thai 
the  administration  of  President  Pieroe  was 
condemned  by  the  people.  It  was  allesed  that 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  elected  under  ffJise  pre- 
tenses. A  little  investigation  would  have 
satisfied  the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio  (Mr  Oamp- 
bell),  that  neither  of  these  propositions  is  troe 
in  fact.  I  am  prepared  to  rerate  all  of  then. 
Mr.  Buchanan  nas  clear  majorities  over  all 
others  in  enough  states  to  make  him  president 
without  a  single  electoral  vote  from  any  state 
which  he  only  carried  by  a  plurality  of  votes* 
He  has  carried  by  clear  majorities  sizteen 
states — fourteen  southern,  and  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Indiana.  Those  states 
number  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  electoral 
votes,  being  eleven  more  than  the  number  re- 
quired to  elect  a  President.  So  that  if  Uie 
strength  of  Fremont  and  Fillmore  and  Gerrit 
Smith  were  all  combined  he  would  have  enough 
votes  to  elect  him. 

Let  us  try  this  in  another  way,  for  these  are 
facts  which  go  out  to  the  people.  The  sixteen 
states  which  Mr.  Buchanan  carried  by  clear 
majorities  have  a  population,  by  the  last  cen- 
sus, of  12,381,824.  The  entire  population  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  same  census,  is  put 
down  at  23,099,578.  Therefore  he  had  a  clear 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  Union  in  favor  of 
his  election.  Yet  it  is  said  that  he  is  a  mi- 
nority president,  and  that  the  principle  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was 
indorsed  by  the  people. 

Mr.  Fremont  carried  the  six  New  England 
states,  and  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  These 
eight  states  have  a  population  of  3,431,000. 
The  states  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ulinois, 
Ohio,  and  Iowa,  were  carried  by  pluralities. 
They  have  a  population  of  over  6,000,000. 
Mr.  Fillmore  camc<i  Maryland,  with  a  popn* 
lation  of  583,000.  So  that  Mr.  Buchanan  and 
the  Democratic  party  have  been  indorsed  by 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 


The  total  number  of  votes  polled  for  Buchanan 
at  the  recent  election  may  be  stated  in  round 

numbers  at 1;800,000 

For  Fremont, 1.275,000 

For  Fillmore, 860,000 

Total  number  of  votes,    .    .    .  3,925,000 

Buchanan  over  Fremont,    .    .    •  525,000 

Over  Filbnore, ^^^*9SSt 

Fremont  over  Fillmore,  ....  425,000 

Buchanan's  plurality  over  Fremont  is  100,00G 
more  than  Tremon^B  plnmlity  orfec  fUbDm^. 


-:«iB6 
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r.nmoMhdnalMal  1^5,000  of  a  mdoritr 
«>of  tfM  wImI*.    Boflbuiiii  hitka  about  32&»0(A 

-  «-tf  a  tfudoritj  of  Um  wlMde. 

'.^  la  ill  tiM  iiOBHdsv«lioldmg  slates  tikea  to> 
<  g^MT,  Fraaimt  is  in  a  minoritj  of  more  than 
'900,000.    His  Tote,  howerer,  azoeeds  Budi- 
'  aaan's  in  said  states  about  iaO,000. 
/    It  is  nol  trae,  therefbre,  that  sectionalism 

'  has  carried  the  day  by  a  popular  minority. 
.  The  people  of  the  country  are  onpoeed  to  seo- 
'lioiisiiBm.  The  people  of  the  North  and  of 
»1he  South  are  in  fikTor  of  the  Union,  and  of 

•  weservinff  the  rights  of  every  seotbn  of  the 
•  Union.  The  Deinoeratic  party  was  successful 
'lit  the  recent  contest,  e?en  uiMer  the  adrerse 
-  droumstances  which  surrounded  it,  and  elect- 
f  ed  the  nresident  by  a  large  mi)|ority  of  the 

■  ;^Iactoral  colleges.  The  states  we  have  carried 
■  aentain  a  niiJori|^  of  the  population  of  the 

'  tJttited  States,    mchanan  ana  Breckenridge 
'have  a  large  nujority  of  the  electoral  coUegee. 
•Why,  then,  is  it  said  that  the  yerdiot  of  the 
I  people  was  against  the  policy  of  the  Demo- 
'araae  puiy^  and  that  the  administration  of 
'President  Pierce  has  been  condemned  by  the 
people?    The  conyention  which   nominated 
-Mr.  Buchanan  endorsed  President  Pierce  and 
,  his  administration.    This  we  all  know.    The 
'  yeiy  conyention  which  nominated  him  endors- 
ed the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  which  was  the 
great  issue  in  the  presidential  canvass. 

Mr.  Babclat.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
iHiether  the  reeolution  endorsing  the  adminis- 
'Iration  of- President  Pierce  was  published  and 
-eireulated  in  the  Democratic  papers  of  Penn- 
sylvania t 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  know  nothing  about 
-what  was  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  pa- 
pers. It  was  contained  in  the  official  pro- 
•oeedings  of  the  convention,  which  were  pub- 
lished all  over  the  country.  But,  sir,  I  hope 
■that  no  Pennsylvanian  here  will  esteem  tne 
people  of  that  noble  stAte  so  i^orant  as  not 
to  know  what  occurred  in  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
yention, when  ittf  proceedings  were  public,  and 
published  in  nearly  all  the  journals  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Washburne  of  111.  Do  I  understand 
the  gentleman  to  state  that  this  resolution 
endorsing  the  administration  of  Pierce  was 
publishea  in  all  the  northern  Democratic  pa- 
pers? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Yes,  sir,  all  the  lead- 
ine  ones  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge. 

Mr.  Washburne  of  111.  As  part  of  the  plat- 
£>rm? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  As  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Cincinnati  Convention. 

Mr.  Washburnb  of  111.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  it  iras  not  published  in  many  of  the  Ilb- 
nois  Democratic  papers. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  It  was  published  in 
the  northern  Democratic  papers  as  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Boston  Post,  in  the  New  lork 
Day  Book,  and  in  the  Pennsylvanian.  These 
are  the  leading  papers  of  the  N  orth  which  I  saw. 


Mr.  WAiBBimva  of  BL  :fa:*7  iSfllioB^Tof 
the  aosrntiyit  not  only  was  out  pahiiahaain 
those  papers^  hat  thsy  denied  tim  auelLa  re- 
solutioii  was  passed. 

Mr.  Smith  of  T^luu  I  am  afraid  tiiai  jny 
friend's  part  of  the  coontiy  is  a  benighted 
place,  anyhow,  and  should  not  be.  satirised 
if  so  flood  a  thing  would  never  find  i»  «ay 
intolus  '*beaf  Is th#re a Demoeiatie pa)^ 
in  the  goitleman's  district? 

Mr.  WASHBURiia  of  HL  There  art  twoior 
three  which  prolbss  to  be,  hut  they  ha/faoalj 
a  very  limited  circulation. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Do  they  vtjpjpotk  the 
reffular  Democratic  candidates? 

Mr.  WASHBoamoflU.  There  were  sawigal 
Democratio  papers  in  my  state  which  did  moi 
publish  it  I  believe  the  Fieeport  BaEetin 
was  one.    I  will  not  be  certain,  aewevsor. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  That  evades  the  q[aaa- 
tion,  and  I  turn  the  Mtttleofaii  oy«r  to  his  ool- 
league  [Mr.  Marshani. 

Mr.  Marshall  of  lU.  With  the  penolssiov 
of  the  gentleman  flrom  Tennessee,  I  wisk-lto 
ask  my  colleague  a  question.  I  anderslasid 
my  codeague  to  assert  that  Democratio  phpers 
in  Illinois  repudiate  the  resolution  of  this- wh 
cinnati  Convention  endorsing  the  administra- 
tion of  Iranklin  Pierce,  and  denied  that  soch 
a  resolution  had  been  adopted.  This' is  a 
grave  and  sweepine  charge,  and  I  wish  him 
to  state  distinctiy  vAat  Demoeratie  papera  in 
Illinois  he  refers  to. 

Mr.  Washburnr  of  111.  I  am  not  osrCna. 
I  cannot  state  with  certainty ;  but  my  impres- 
sion is  that  the  Freeport  Bulletin  denied  that 
such  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  at  Oinein- 
nati. 

Mr.  Marshall  of  111.  I  wish  to  be  under- 
stood distinctly  as  asserting  that  no  paper  in 
Illinois,  recognised  as  an  organ  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  circulating  among  the  peo- 
ple of  that  state,  ever  denied  the  adoption  of 
such  a  resolution.  On  the  contrary,  the  De- 
mocracy of  Illinois  everywhere,  without  eva- 
sion or  equivocation,  sustained  the  platform 
and  proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Convention, 
the  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill* 
and  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce. 
Any  assertion  to  the  contrary  cannot  be  sus- 
tained by  the  facts.  The  position  of  the  De- 
mocracy of  Illinois  cannot  be  mistaken  by 
any  one  who  wishes  to  understand  it.  Tlicy 
are  in  favor  of  withdrawing  this  question  of 
slavery  entirely  from  the  halls  of  Congress, 
and  of  leaving  its  adjustment  to  the  people 
of  each  state  and  territory  for  themselves, 
without  any  interference  whatever  from  with- 
out. And  this  just  principle,  I  cannot  doubt, 
will  be  sustained  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  northern  states,  when  it  is  fairly 
and  honestly  presented,  without  misrepre- 
sentation or  evasion  by  our  opponents. 

Mr.  WASHDrRNE  of  111.  Wni  the  gentleman 
state  to  the  House  whether  he  knows  of  his 
ovrn  knowledge  that  the  State  Redster  and 
the  Chicago  Times,  two  leading  Democratio 


PSBSIDSNTIAL  ELECnON  Of  18M. 


487 


papers  in  thftt  state,  published  the  resolution 
among  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  ? 

Mr.  Marshall  of  111.  Both  of  them  did. 
And  every  paper  which  undertook  to  publish 
the  entire  proceedings  published  that  among 
the  other  resolutions  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Allin.  For  the  information  of  my 
colleague,  I  can  state  to  him  that  the  Chicago 
Times,  the  Springfield  Register,  aud  the  Quin- 
cy  Herald,  three  of  the  leading  Democratic 

{lapers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  pub- 
ished  that  resolution  of  the  Cincinnati  Con 
ventioD. 

Mr.  MoRKisoy.  I  desire  to  state  that  all  the 
Democratic  papers  in  the  eighth  Congressional 
district  of  Illinois  published  that  resolution  ; 
and  not  only  the  Democratic  papers,  but  the 
Republican  papers  in  that  district  published 
it  also,  and  upon  it  based  their  assault  upon 
the  Democratic  party,  because  that  party  had 
endorsed  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washbume],  if  he 
knows  one  single  Democratic  paper  in  his  dis- 
trict which  did  not  publish  it  ? 

Mr.  Washbukne  of  111.  I  have  stated  that 
already. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Is  it  so  to  your  own 
knowledge  ? 

Mr.  Washburne  of  111.  My  impression  is 
that  the  Freeport  Bulletin  is  one  paper  which 
did  not  publish  that  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  The  resolutions  of  the 
Democratic  Convention  were  public  matters, 
and  every  Democratic  member  of  Congress 
was  entitled,  I  believe,  to  eighty  copies,  and 
they  were  distributed  amonjr  the  Northern 
and  Southern  states.  I  hold  in  my  hand  one 
of  the  resolutions  of  that  convention,  which  I 
will  read.    It  is  as  follows : — 

«R«99lTed,  Thftt  claiming  fellowihip  with,  and  doHring 
the  eo-operatkm  oC  all  who  ref^ard  the  preserration  of  the 
Uokm  ander  the  Oonstitution  m  the  paramount  issao — and 
repadiatinff  all  actional  parties  and  platforms  concerning 
domeHtlc  BiiiTery,  which  Mek  to  embroil  the  states  and  incite 
to  treason  and  armed  resistance  to  law  in  the  territorieii, 
and  whose  avowed  purposes,  if  consummated,  mopt  end  in 
dril  war  and  disunion — the  American  Democracy  recognlie 
and  adopt  the  principles  contained  iu  the  organic  laws  esta- 
blishing the  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraslia  as  embody- 
ing the  only  sound  and  Mife  Holutlon  of  the  *  slavery  question' 
Dpon  which  the  great  national  idea  of  the  people  of  this 
whole  country  can  repose  in  its  determined  conwrTatlom  of 
the  Union — non-interfermot  by  Qmgres$  with  davtry  in  stait 
and  territnrjff  or  in  the  Didrict  of  OAumbia." 

Upon  that  platform  Mr.  Buchanan  went  be- 
fore the  country' — a  platform  made  in  the  state 
from  which  the  gentleman  comes  who  yester- 
day addressed  the  house,  and  attempted  to 
show  that  the  Democracy  of  his  state  were 
ignorant  of  the  principles  upon  which  they 
voted  for  the  Democratic  can<udate. 

Mr.  Grow.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he,  and  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  in  the 
South,  understand  that  resolution  to  mean  that 
previous  to  the  formation  of  a  state  constitu- 
tion the  people  of  a  territory  could  prohibit  or 
permit  slavery  ? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  It  is  well  known  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between 
Northern  and  Southern  gentlemen  upon  what 


is  called  the  question  of  "  squatter  80vereij;n« 
ty."  I  have  never  regarded  it  as  of  any  im- 
portance. I  know  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  of  all  parties,  believe  that 
the  people,  in  a  territoriid  capacity,  can  ex- 
clude or  admit  slavery,  because  they  believe 
it  is  an  inherent  right,  and  one  not  conferred 
by  Confess.  The  people  of  the  South  believe 
that,  with  some  exceptions.  There  are  some 
in  the  South  who  behove  that  the  people  have 
an  inherent  right  to  admit  or  exclude  slavery 
in  a  territorial  capacity,  and  there  are  many 
in  the  North  who  believe  that  the  people  of  a 
territory  have  not  that  power  until  they  form 
a  constitution  to  ask  admission  as  a  state  into 
the  Union. 

I  have  said  I  regard  this  as  a  question  of  no 
practicability.  I  have  held  that  in  a  territorial 
capacity  they  had  not  the  right  to  exclude 
slavery.  Yet  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
territory  will  decide  this  question,  after  alL 
In  a  territory  we  must  have  laws,  not  to  esta- 
blish, but  to  protect  the  institution  of  slavery ; 
and  if  a  majoritv  of  the  people  of  the  territory 
are  opposed  to  the  institution,  they  will  refuse 
to  pass  laws  for  its  protection. 

We  have  the  right  to  take  slaves  into  the 
territory  without  any  law  establishing  the  in- 
stitution. But  Southern  men  must  be  satisfied 
that  there  will  be  laws  for  their  protection  be- 
fore they  will  take  their  property,  whether 
negroes  or  horses,  with  them  into  any  state  or 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  U.  Marsuall.  I  would  inc^uire  whether 
Mr.  Buchanan  in  the  presidential  campaign 
took  the  Northern  or  Southern  construction  of 
the  question  ? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  He  took  the  bold  and 
strong  ground  that  the  people  had  the  right  to 
settle  the  question  for  themselves.  He  has 
always  taken  ground  against  what  the  gentle- 
man terms  "  squatter  sovereignty." 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  Mr.  Buchanan  holds 
that  the  people  of  a  territory,  prior  to  the 
formation  of  a  state  constitution,  have  the 
right  to  exclude  slavery  ? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Mr.  Buchanan  has 
never  taken  any  such  ground.  I  will  read  the 
ground  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  H.  Marshall.  I  know  what  he  says  in 
his  letter  of  acceptance.  As  tlie  Democratic 
party  went  into  the  canvass  with  two  construo- 
tions  of  tlie  question,  I  only  wish  to  know 
which  he  took,  or  whether  he  took  both  ? 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Here  is  the  ground  ha 
assumed.  The  following  resolution  is  a  part 
of  the  platform  adopted  by  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  which  nominated  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and  which  he  most  cordially  ap- 
proved:— 

"ResoWed,  That  we  recognise  the  rlgfat  of  the  people  of 
all  the  territories.  Including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  aettns 
through  the  legaUy  and  fiifriy-expreMed  wfll  of  a  majority 
of  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the  nunber  of  thatr  in^ 
habitants  Justifies  it,  to  form  a  oonstltntioii,  with  or  withont 
domestic  sLarerr,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  tsrmi 
of  perftct  equality  with  the  oUier  sUtea.** 

That  is  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Baohaaan 
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Sw  do0triiM  thai  11m  paopU  oC  a  tanritf^ 
tbip  rigiht  to  finm  their  own  inatiitatiMui  in 
I^Mir  .«im  waj  b  tlM  kQt  and  Demoenlw  doo- 
ti^aa*  Ai  to  the  inilitiilaon  of  •Uveiy,  ih^ 
<m||^  not  tojMobilnt  or  eatobliah  it  until  they 
fan  a  oonatrtntion  to  uk  edmisaion  aa  a  atate 
faito  the  Union.  If  the  i»eo]^  of  a  temtoiy 
ave  oppoaed  to  the.inatttation  of  aiamj,  they, 
will  not  paaa  lawa  to  protect  it^  and  it  wUl  not 
■^  there.  U,  on  the  oontraiy,  thej  are  infiivor 
of  it|  thej  will  paaa  lawa  for  ita  protection, 
and  It  will  j|o  thero.  It  will  either  go  there  or 
u6i,  according  to  the  popular  aentimentof  the 
people  of  the  territory.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentoo^  himaelf  aupported  a  candidate  for 
tbe  preaidency  who*  maintained  the  doctrine 
ot  aqoatter  aoveroignty. 

Mr.  H.  HarshaUi.  Our  candidate  did  not 
bold  that  doctrine.  ■  He  waa  oppoaed  to  it^  aa 
Ofanr  man  who  aupported  him  North  and 
floatn  waa  oppoaed  to  it. 
i  Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  How  many  timea  did 
the  gentleman'a  candidate  vote  for  the  prinoi- 
plea  of  the  Wilmot  proriao  ? 

Mr.  H.  MABaHALL.  Do  you  underatand  that 
to  be  aouatter  aoreroigntyf 

Mr.  SviTR  of  Tenn.  The  aeventh  aeotion 
of  the  i4atfonn  upon  which  the  gentleman 
foof^t  tne  batlle  containa  what  the  gentleman 
hkuelf  conaidered  an  endoraement  of  the  doo» 
trine  of  aquatier  aorereignty^^e  langoaceof 
the  Nebraaka  bilL  ~o-« 

Mr.  H.  MabbhaUm    Not  at  alL 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Yet  the  gentleman 
talka  to  me  of  aquatter  aoTcroi^ty,  when  his 
candidate  haa  TOted  for  the  principle  of  the 
Wilmot  proviso  every  time  it  came  before  the 
House  when  he  was  a  member  of  this  body. 
He  denounced  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  oom- 
promise,  which  compromise  excluded  the  gen- 
tleman and  myself  mm  going  to  the  territo- 
ries of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  unless  we  left 
our  servants  behind  us.  Such  are  the  strange 
acoiea  presented  to  us ;  and  they  go  to  show 
moro  forcibly  the  truth  of  what  I  stated  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  thero  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  unite  all  the  elements  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  Democratic  party  in  the  canvasses 
which  are  to  come  off  in  the  futuro. 

It  has  been  frequently  stated  that  the  De- 
mocratic party  north  and  the  Democratic  party 
south  take  different  eround  in  roference  to  the 
aflkira  of  Kansas  and  the  futuro  of  that  terri- 
tory. The  eentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sher- 
manj  said  wat  the  .Democratic  party  in  the 
north  assumed  the  ground  that  they  wero  a 
better  free-eoil  party  than  the  Kepublican 
party.  Now,  I  have  a  right  to  speaK  on  this 
sul^ect.  I  waa  in  the  canvaaa  north  and 
aouth.  I  spoke  in  free  and  slave  states.  I 
addressed  tne  people  of  the  gentleman's  own 
state  at  Cincinnati,  together  with  two  others, 
one  from  Ohio  and  one  from  Connecticut  I 
spoke  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  with  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Yorkt  one  of  them 
"Prince  John,"  as  he  ia  aometimes  called. 
The  aentunenta  utteced  by  theae  gentlemen 


WW  pivBHaiii^.  waa  Ji  -aaHBBHKBi  am 
piibUaiied  io  toj  paopla.  The  mij 
between  na  waa  tnia:  I  live  in  a  ahtpaataH" 
in  the  midat  of  the  inatitntion,  and  like  it; 
they  live  in  free  atatea,  and  dad  aoi  lasa  ky 
yet  thejbad  the  palriotiam  to  alMidiiptali 
maintenance  of  all  the  jaaranteea  of  <he  06a» 
atitutioa  for  the  proteetum  of  tiie  inatiUithMBj 
This,  in  my  judgment,  antklea  them  to  tha 
moro  credit. 

Mr.  Shbrxah.  The  genilamaB  haa  wM' 
that  he  haa  apoken  at  the  aame  mnetJaa  with 
Prince  John  Van  Buren.  Now,!  wow  aak' 
him  whether  he  endoraea  the  doetrinea  ma* 
mulgated  by  that  genthunaa  dorinff  the  lata 
campaign,  and  whether  they  woud  aluid 
upon  tne  aame  atomp  and  reheacae  abmm 
together? 

Mr.  Smitc  of  Tenn.  I  moat  eertai^yapaa 
in  all  that  Bir.  Van  Bnren  aaid  at  Tranton  ib 
r^erence  to  the  ^ueation  of  alaverr.  It  wa» 
the  only  one  of  hia  apeeohea  I  heara.  It  waa 
pubUshed,  and  gentlemen  can  aae  it  -tf  ^btf 
BO  desire.  He  thero  boldly  avowed  hia  oppo^ 
sition  to  any  interference  vrith  alavefy  in  mm 
atatea  or  territcries,  and  atirted  tiiat  he  wonld- 
sui>port  the  admission  of  Kanaaa  into  1d^' 
Union  as  a  slave  or  a  free  atate  aa  tbapeo^ 
should  determine. 

Mr.  SHaaicAN.  My  qneation  ia  not  ■»» 
awered  at  all.  Do  yon  concur  in  the  opinions 
expressed  by  John  Van  Buren  in  tfie  laat  can^ 
paa^i  in  regard  to  the  eventa  in  Kanaaa  and 
the  iK>licy  of  the  ropeal  of  the  Miaaoari  eom* 
promise. 

^  Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  heard  nothing  from 
him  which  I  did  not  concur  in,  thou^  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  heard  lum  apeak  of 
events  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  Sherman.  One  further  queation.  •  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  is  aware  that 
not  only  John  Van  Buron,  but  that  Wendell 
Phillips,  a  well-known  Abolitionist,  voted  with 
the  Democratic  party  7 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  am  authorised  to 
deny  that  Wendell  Phillips  acted  with  the  Da* 
mocratic  party. 

Mr.  SuEKMAN.  I  have  been  informed  that 
he  did. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  Whether  he  did  or  not 
it  is  not  material.  1  know  that  a  distinguiahed 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr], 
who  occupies  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  and  the 
^ntleman  from  Oeorgia,  [Mr.  Cobb],  went 
mto  the  state  of  Maine,  and  that  the  two  eeni 
tlemen  from  Greoreia,  [Mr.  Stephens  and  Mr* 
Cobb]  I  went  to  Pcnnsvlvania,  and  avowed 
openly  and  put  upon  the  record  their  aenti* 
ments,  whicn  were  the  same  as  aro  avowed 
here  upon  this  floor,  and  the  same  aa  theae 
held  by  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  pre> 
sidenoy. 

Now,  air,  after  all  thia  has  occurred-— after 
we  have  avowed  North  the  same  aentimenta 
which  we  did  at  home— after  we  have  fought 
the  battle  and  gained  the  victory,  our  oppo* 
nenta  come  hero  and  endeavor  to  make  ont 
that  they  would  have  carried  the  election  if 
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It  had  not  ba«ii  fbr  a  tnai  praotiied  hy  tiie ' 
^)eiiiocntic  partj,  I  need  panae  this  cutgect 
no  fanher. 

The  gcntlemui  from  Ohio  aiao  alluded  to 
th«  delaj  in  the  progreM  of  bnguiMi  in  the 
House,  at  the  commeneemeiit  of  the  aewion, 
en  account  tif  the  delegate  from  Kanwa,  and 
I  mUHt  be  allowed  to  make  one  remark  in  refei^ 
ence  to  what  he  said  upon  that  eu^ect.  No 
one  was  here  contesting  the  seat  of  Oen.  Whit- 
field ;  and  the  objeeUon  made  by  the  gentle- 
man ftom  Fennsykania  [Mr.  Grow]  to  his 
taking  the  oath  of  office  was  one  of  the  most 
eitraordinaiT  of  all  the  singular  procecdingB 
of  the  EO-called  Kepublican  part;. 

The  ac^n  of  the  Democratic  partj  was  not 
fiwtioufl.  All  wo  desired  was  a  /air  tote,  and 
tbat  wc  dctermbed  to  have. 

He  tnld  UH  that  all  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  countrj  hAd  labored  bad  arisen 
from  the  opening  of  this  agitation  b;  the  Pre- 
(udent,  in  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise lino.  Ho  told  us  further,  that  that  aot 
had  brought  about  all  the  civil  war  which  had 
existed  in  Kansas,  and  then  to  my  astonish- 
ment, he  thanked  the  President  for  interposinK 
to  put  a  stop  to  that  civil  war,  which  he  s^d 
would  Imve  been  existing  jet  but  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  general  government  I  was 
astonished  at  thM,  because  the  gentleman, 
and  the  part;  with  which  ho  oote,  took  the 
lead  in  withholding  supplies  from  the  army, 
with  which  alone  the  President  could  inter- 
fere and  put  a  stop  to  that  civil  war.  After 
doing  aU  he  couid  to  prevent  the  President 
from  having  the  means  which  enabled  him  to 
terminate  that  fearful  strife,  he  turns  round 
and  thanks  him  for  putting  a  stop  to  it.  lie 
ought  to  hare  thanked  the  people  of  the 
country  that  we  have  a  President  who,  when 
this  House  failed  to  furnish  supplies  to  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  had  the  courage  to  I 
call  DS  back  and  keep  us  hero  until  we  did 
furnish  him  with  the  means  which  enabled 
him  to  accomplish  what  has  called  forth  the 
eommendntion  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio. 
The  Democratic  party,  the  liepublican  parn, 
and  the  Amerieaa  party,  now  see  that  the 
bold  9tand  then  token  by  the  President  did 
«ave  the  country  from  a  civil  war  which  might 
have  led  to  bloiidshed  outside  of  tho  limits  of 
Kansas.  But  after  he  has  done  that,  and  is 
thanked  therefor,  he  is  denounced  for  what 
tbcT  consider  an  innuendo  against  that  party 
which  attempted  to  stop  the  supplies  for  tho 
army,  and  thus  favor  their  own  sectional  views 
against  the  government. 

Mr.  Ghow.  How  did  the  Republicans  at- 
tempt to  stop  the  supplies  at  the  last  session  T 

BIr.  SuiTH  of  Tenn.  By  attempting  to  put 
upon  a  regular  appropriation  Inll  an  anconsti- 
tutinnal  provision. 

Mr.  Gaow.  They  Toted  all  the  mpplies, 
but  proposed  to  prevent  the  Preudent  from 
»rrying  on  those  disturbances  in  Kansas.  1 
beliere  gentlemen  upon  his  side  of  the  House 
roted  ^wnet  the  army  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  8if  iTB  of  Tenn.  The  mode  adopted  ts 
stop  the  supplies  was  worse  tiian  a  straight, 
open,  direct  vote  gainst  any  supplies  to  the 
army  of  the  United  StatM.  An  amendment 
was  put  upon  the  bill  which  was  in  direct  con- 
flict with  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Repub- 
lican platform  under  which  Col.  Fremont  wnt 
nominated.  That  platform  declares,  as  oneof 
its  specifications  agtunst  the  President  of  th« 
United  Suites,  that  he  had  deprived  the  peopU 
of  the  privilege  of  bearing  arms,  white  ons 
part  of  the  amendment  to  the  army  bill  de- 
prived the  people  of  Kansas  from  bearing 

But  I  must  congratulate  the  gentleman 
upon  a  sentiment  which  he  uttered  yesterday 
— not  that  I  approve  of  it.  He  says  that  the 
only  purpose  ot  the  Republican  party  was  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  slaveir.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  if  ho  believes  in  the  platform 
upon  which  Mr.  Fremont  was  nominated  t 

Mr.  Sberuait.     I  do. 

Mr.  Shith  of  Tenn.  I  will  now  read  a  part 
of  that  platform : — 

"  KwlTBd.  TtutI  with  rmr  niniblksD  Uh«n  «•  hold  H 

inillinibla  light  10  Ills.  llherij.uxlUiapomiit  or  blinilBtMt 
and  that  the  pcloiirT  ntitrt  ud  slArtor  ittSga  ot  onr 

Hinii  within  lu  Old  nriTiJuiMlFaon;  that  u  our  npuhllu 
(•than,  when  thcT  bad  abollabol  >[a>trj  In  all  out  nalknal 
ttrrHofjiOnhhud  Ibat  no  p«wn  ihouLd  ba  drprlinl  of  UM 
liberty,  or  propwij  witboot  daa  Broem  of  law.  H  bwMna 

agalbflt  all  Btt«inpla  to  violate  It  Ibr  the  BiiTpnoo  of  ortatillli^ 
inn  plaT«i7  in  tbo  Vnltnt  SUt«  bj  ponItlTa  teElalaUni.  piO- 
hlbltlns  lla  eilalcDce  or  exteufloD  thanhL  Tbat  wo  danf 
Iboaalhorilyof  ConRni^  of  a  l«nitorlal  IrislKlaluri.  of  aav 


Mr.  Sherm.iv.  Does  not  tho  gentleman 
know  that  the  contest  will  show  the  onlj 
ground  tnkcn  was  that  of  opponition  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  tho  territories  f 

Mr.  SuiTH  of  Tenn.  I  will  publish  the 
whole  resolution.  I  have  read  enough,  how- 
ever,  to  show  the  exact  position  that  has  been 
taken.  The;  will  not  only  resist  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  by  positive  enactment,  but 
"prohibit  its  existence"  in  the  slates  and 
territories.  Indeed,  I  would  be  glad  if  the 
Republicans  would  abandon  these  positions  in 
their   platform ;   but,   notwithstanding   their 

Srofessions,  we  find  gentlemen  of  that  party 
ally  acting  with  the  senior  member  from 
Ohio,  [Kir.  Giddings],  who,  more  than  once, 
has  expressed  sympathy  for  any  uprising  of 
the  slaves  against  their  masters. 

Mr.  GioniNGs.  Will  the  gentleman  state 
the  times  when,  and  the  places  whore,  the 
deolamtions  were  made  to  which  he  alludes  T 

Mr.  Suits  of  Tenn.  Upon  this  floor  and 
in  the  Philadelphia  Convention.  Ho  so  bx- 
pressed  himselt  in  his  speech  on  the  McLeod 
case.  I  do  not  state  the  precise  languid  h( 
used,  but  only  the  substance  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  GiDDiNos.    Stand  np  to  it  or  back  ont 

Hr.  Smitb  of  Tenn.  I  do  not  care  to  get 
into  a  controversy  with  Oie  senior  member 
from  Ohio.    1  am  too  jonng  fbr  that.    I  did 
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not  raiipoM  1m  iroiild  deny  mj  ftetemeiitr  and 
IWill  paUiah  tbe  Mtaurin  of  hki  to  irhioh  I 

'  •  I MT,  Mr.  l%)eakor,  m  a  Soniiieni  man,  that 
'If  a  bill  were  utrodiMed  into  Congress  fortibe 
estabiiahment  of  slavery  in  any  territory,  I 
would  vote  against  it.  1  do  not  believe  that 
Ooncress  has  power  either  to  prohibit  or  to 
establish  it.  I  wish  to  leave  the  discussion  of 
UMit  matter  to  the  people  of  the  territory ;  yet 
thoee  who  refose  to  allow  the  people  of  the 
tenritory  to  mould  ^eir  institutions  in  their 
own  way,  talk  of  "free  Kansas.''  E^ansas 
was  enslaved  until  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
eompromise,  idiioh  oomnromise  deprived  the 
people  of  the  territory  ov  the  i^t  to  regulate 
tiieir  dcnnestio  institutions.  Then  it  became 
ftee.  The  right  of  the  people  to  govern  them- 
selves is  the  great  element  of  freedom.  Whether 
Kansas  comes  in  as  a  free  or  as  a  slave  state 
will  make  no  differenee  with  me  in  m^  poliU- 
cal  action.  Whenever  the  people  deoiae  the 
question  for  themselves,  whenever  they  fairlv 
express  their  will  upon  the  subjeet,  I  shall 
stand  ready  to  support  that  decision,  whatever 
It  may  be,  whether  for  slavery  or  aeainst  it. 
This  I  believe  to  be  the  positbn  of  the  Demo- 
eratic  party. 

The  late  election  has  settled  more  important 
^l^neatious  than  any  other  that  has  occurred 
since  the  organisation  of  the  government. 

Ist  It  decides  the  capacity  of  the  people  for 
adf^vemment. 

2a.  That  when  the  Union  is  in  danger  the 
Democratio  partr  can  triumph  over  all  oppo- 
sition, because  tne  great  element  of  their  or- 
S^nization  is  equal  justice  to  all  sections  of 
e  country. 

The  Republican  party  have  not  only  been 
defeated  in  the  late  election,  but  have  been 
signally  rebuked  by  the  people.  Their  excuses 
for  dereat  will  avail  nothing.  The  people, 
when  the  trial  comes,  will  always  defeat  any 
sectional  party  in  the  United  States. 


Prussia. 

Decision  of  Court  in,  in  the  matter  or  a 

SLAVS. 

Berlin,  July  28,  1856. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  at  length  succeeded  in  ob- 
tunin^  copies  of  the  sentences  or  pudgments 

S'ven  in  tne  Prussian  courts  in  this  place,  in 
e  matter  of  the  slave  Marcellino,  against  his 
master.  Dr.  Ritter,  of  Rio  Janeiro.  They  are 
long  and  intricate,  and  are  perfect  models  of 
German  legal  ratiocination.    I  have  had  pre- 

nd  a  full  translation,  and  intend  to  preserve 
I  a  specimen  of  legal  philosophy  in  the 
"  Fatherland."  If  it  shouhi  be  desired,  I  will 
have  a  copy  made  for  you.  At  present  I  send 
you  such  an  abstract  of  the  case  as  will  be 
satisfactory  upon  the  point  to  which  your  in- 
quiry referred.  There  were  various  other 
points  raised  as  to  time,  jurisdiction,  &c.,  the 
decision  of  which  is  of  no  kind  of  importance. 
•  About  1858,  Dr.  Ritter  oame  from  Rio  to 
Berlin,  having  witii  him  BfaieeUino,  who  was 


notad  on  hia  passport  as  his  slave.  In  1854^, 
MaredUno  iostttoted  in  tiw  royal  etty  oourL 
at  Berlin,  an  action  against  Dr.  Bitter  jfor 
defiunatSon,  beoanse  Dr.  Ritter  asserted  that 
he  (Maroellino)  was  a  slave;  and  that  I^. 
Ritter  had  bought  him  in  Rio  in  March,  1^92; 
that  he  had  treated  hSm  as  a  slave,  and  would 
continue  to  do  so  on  his  return  to  Rio. 

Marcellino  denied  the  doctor's  right  to  claim 
him  as  a  slave,  and  requested  that  he  should 
be  made  to  prove  it  within  fbur  weeks. 

The  court  said,  in  their  opinion,  **  A  odsn- 
nlaint  of  defamation  would  have  been  rnected 
nom  the  be^nning,  if  the  Prussian  legislation 
had  declared  that  slavery — ^that  is  to  say, 
property  in  man— 4b  illegal,  as  well  in  regqvd 
to  forei^ers  as  natives,  and  that  evisry 
slave  setting  foot  on  Prussian  territory  is  ft«e. 
In  such  case,  the  oomplunt  would  have  been 
void  in  a  le^  sense  without  regard  to  any 
injury  resultme  from  it ;  and  an  obUgiation.to 
maintain  the  diarge  would  have  been  inad- 
missible and  absurd,  because  slavevT  epold 
have  no  legal  existence.  But  the  rnuahak 
l^islation  has  not  reprobated  the  institntkni 
orslavery  in  such  a  decided  manner.  On  the 
contrary,  section  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  of  the  Prussian  common  law^  1,  p.  o, 
declares  expressly  that  forei^em,  beins  ir 
the  royal  countries  only  for  a  time,  retiJn  &ir 
rights  to  the  slave  they  have  brought  with 
them ;  and  this  provision  has  nowliSre  been 
annulled  by  late  legislation.^' 

Having  established  this,  the  court  tfaen^  ar- 
gued that,  as  the  law  which  secured  to  fbrei^- 
ers  the  right  to  the  slaves  they  brought  with 
them,  seemed  to  reserve  expressly  to  the  per- 
son claimed,  the  right  to  contest  the  claim ; 
that,  therefore,  the  plaintiff's  action  mi^t 
be  maintainod,  and  tnat  ho  could  compel  the 
defendant.  Dr.  Ritter,  to  establish  his  claim 
in  a  given  time.  The  judgment  of  the  court 
was  as  follows : — 

"  That  the  defendant.  Dr.  Ritter,  is  obliged 
to  inetitute  a  suit  in  due  form  on  account  of 
the  claims  he  makes  to  Marcellino,  the  plain- 
tiff, as  being  his  property,  within  a  term  of 
nine  months,  in  oefault  whereof  he  shall  be 
perpetually  enjoined  against  setting  up  any 
sucn  claim ;  and,  in  that  cose,  the  said  Dr. 
Ritter  shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
process,  and  to  refund  those  of  the  other 
party." 

From  this  judgment  Dr.  Ritter  appealed, 
and  insisted  that  plaintiff's  action  should  have 
been  dismissed  with  costs.  AAer  stating  the 
case  and  examining  the  various  questions 
raised  as  to  time,  jurisdiction,  &c.,  the  court 
of  appeal  held  that  there  was  no  real  ground 
for  a  suit  of  defamation,  "  Although  uie  de- 
fendant has  acknowledged  that  he  asserts  to 
have  a  right,  a  property  in  Marcellino  as  his 
slave,  and  that  he  has  not  lost  it  even  in 
Prussia,  by  virtue  of  the  prescription  (S.  198, 
1,  5)  of  the  common  law:  that  foreigners, 
being  in  the  royal  oountries  only  for  awhile, 
retain  their  riehts  in  the  slaves  tiiey  have 
brouf^t  with  them."    And  the  reacoa  giwa 
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rhj  the  action  oould  not  be  maintained  was, 
not  that  the  action  would  lie  in  any  case,  but 
that,  in  this  case,  there  was  probable  cause  for 
making  the  charge  complained  of.  And  there- 
fore it  was  no  vain  or  unfounded  boast  to  the  in- 
jury of  Marcellino.  The  court  said  further: — 

'*  The  plaintiff  has  arrived  here  from  Brazil 
a.^  companion  and  servant  of  the  defendant, 
from  a  country  in  which  slavery  exists,  and 
he  18  noted  in  the  nassport  of  defendant  as  his 
slave.  lie  himselt  declares  in  his  complaint 
that  he  has  been  treated  until  now  as  a  slave ; 
and  the  merchant  Ree,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
whose  testimony  as  a  witness  has  been  taken 
in  perpetuam  memoriam  rei,  has  testified  that 
Marcellino  has  there  lived  in  the  house  of  Dr. 
Ritter  as  a  slave,  and  that  he  has  been  treated 
as  slaves  live  and  are  treated  according  to  the 
custom  there,  in  which  respect  he  mentions 
the  manner  of  addressing  and  of  going  with 
bare  feet.  Therefore  Dr.  Ritter  has  been  un- 
doubtedly, as  regards  Marcellino,  in  possession 
of  the  rights  of  a  master  over  his  slave,  and 
this  relation  has  existed  still  on  their  arrival 
at  Berlin,  and  of  course  it  has  not  been  altered 
by  the  accidental  saying  or  expression  that  he 
would  exercbe  his  right  in  Marcellino,  only 
in  a  limited  sense,  during  his  residence  in 
Europe."  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
court  add.  Dr.  Ritter  had  sufficient  reason  to 
say  what  he  did,  or  make  the  claim  he  did, 
and  it  cannot  be  considered  an  arbitrary, 
unfounded  boast,  even  if  it  should  turn  out 
that  the  right  of  ownership  could  not  be  proved, 
or  if  it  should  be  abolished.  The  complaint 
must  therefore  bo  considered  unfounded.  The 
judgment  of  the  court  of  appeals  was  that  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action  for  defamation  should  be 
nonsuited,  and  that  each  party  pay  half  the 
costs  of  the  two  courts,  &c. 

From  this  abstract  of  the  two  judgments,  it 
will  be  seen  in  what  the  two  courts  agreed  and 
wherein  they  differed. 

1.  Both  agreed  that,  according  to  Prussian 
law,  slavery  might  exist  in  the  kingdom — jthat 
is  to  say,  a  foreigner,  coming  here  for  a  time, 
could  bring  with  him  his  slave,  and  retain  him 
OS  a  slave  while  he  remained. 

2.  Both  agreed  that  if  no  slavery  could  ex- 
ist, no  action  of  defamation  for  claiming  a  per- 
son as  a  slave  could  lie. 

3.  Both  agreed  that  an  action  might  be 
brought  for  making  such  a  charge — it  being 
degrading  and  injurious. 

4.  But  on  the  point,  whether  the  action 
could  be  maintained  in  this  case,  the  courts 
differed. 

The  first  court  said  the  charge  had  been 
proved,  and  that  defendant  must  prove  the 
truth  of  it  in  nine  months,  or  lose  his  pretended 
rights  and  pay  costs. 

The  second  court  said  the  charge  had  been 
proved  ;  but  under  such  circumstances  of  open 
claim  of  right,  and  of  proof,  as  to  show  that 
defendant  had  probable  ground  for  what  he 
Baid,  and  therefore  the  action  would  not  lie, 
and  he  ahould  not  be  compelled  to  prove  his 
claim. 


From  the  decree  of  the  second  court*  there 
was  an  appeal  to  the  highest  tribunal,  in  which 
it  was  sought  to  annul  or  reverse  the  judg- 
ment of  the  seoond  court;  but  only  on  the 
ground  of  defects  in  form.  It  was  unsuccess- 
nil,  and  the  judgment  iiemains  undisturbed. 

Although  in  this  case  the  suit  was  not 
brought  originally  by  the  slave  to  recover  his 
freedom,  but  only  to  recover  damages  against 
Dr.  Ritter  for  claiming  him  as  a  slave,  and  to 
compel  the  master  to  prove  his  right,  yet  the 
law  and  the  principles  laid  down  and  recog- 
nised by  both  courts,  show  conclusively  that 
the  rights  of  a  master,  who  takes  a  slave  into 
the  Prussian  territories  for  a  limited  time,  are 
respected,  and  that  the  slave  has  no  right  to 
claim  his  freedom,  simply  because  ho  is  on 
Prussian  soil. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place.    It  has  not  been  my  fault. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

P.  D.  Vroom. 

General  J.  A.  Thomas. 


Public  Lands* 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  go  into  any 
great  detail  in  a  work  of  this  kind  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  of  distribution  which  engages 
at  this  time,  to  a  greater  extent,  the  public 
attention  than  any  other  question  connected 
with  the  public  domain,  is  fully  presented  in 
its  favorable  and  adverse  light  in  the  report 
of  Mr.  Clay,  the  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  and  the  valuable  compilation  of  mat- 
ter and  argument  which  characterizes  the  re- 
cent address  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  of  Virginia. 
The  Editor  feels  that  in  presenting  these 
admirable  papers  to  the  readers  of  his  work, 
he  does  exact  justice  to  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion. To  publish  more,  would  be  a  task  of 
supererogation.  The  votes  on  each  one  of  the 
land  distribution  bills,  which  has  been  before 
Congress,  will  be  interesting  to  those  who  de- 
sire to  ascertain  the  position  of  public  men, 
when  the  question  at  former  times  agitated 
Congress. 

The  subject  of  railroad  grants  also  excites 
some  attention.  A  short  sketch  of  their  his- 
tory is  embraced  under  this  heading.  Really 
though,  this  matter  is  of  no  political  importance 
whatever,  as  public  men  seem  to  support  and 
oppose  these  grants,  without  regard  to  party 
lines. 

The  other  details  of  the  land  legislation  of 
the  country  are  too  dry  and  of  too  little  inter- 
est to  demand  a  space  herein. 

Mr.  Clot's  Report  on  thk  Public  Laxds, 
April  16, 1832. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufao* 
tures,  made  to  the  Senate  the  following  to- 
port: — 
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The  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Senate  to  in<}uire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  public 
lands,  and  of  ceding  them  to  the  several  states 
within  which  they  are  situated,  on  reasonable 
terms.  Far  from  desiring  to  assume  the  duty 
involved  in  this  important  inquiry,  it  is  known 
to  the  Senate  that  a  majority  of  the  committee 
was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  have  been 
referred  to  some  other  committee.  But,  as 
the  Senate  took  a  different  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, the  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  felt 
bound  to  acquiesce  in  its  decision ;  and,  hav- 
ing bestowed  on  the  whole  subject  the  best 
consideration  in  their  power,  now  be^  leave 
to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiries and  reflections. 

The  public  lands  belonging  to  the  general 
government  are  situated,  Ist,  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  as  defined  by  the  treaty 
of  peace  which  terminated  the  revolutionary 
war;  and,  2dly,  within  the  boundaries  ol* 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  as  cede^l  by  France 
and  Spain,  respectively,  to  the  United  States. 

1st.  At  the  commencement  of  tho  revolu- 
tionary war,  there  were  in  some  of  the  states 
large  bodies  of  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands,  principally  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern 
quarters  of  the  Union,  whilst  in  others,  of  more 
circumscribed  or  better  defined  limits,  no  such 
resource  existed.  During  the  propjrcss  of  that 
war,  the  question  was  agiiateo,  AVhat  should 
be  done  with  those  lands  in  the  event  of  its 
successful  termination?  That  fjucstion  was 
likely  to  lead  to  paralyzing  divisions  and  jeal- 
ousies. The  states  not  containing  any  con- 
siderable quantity  of  waste  lands  contended 
that^  as  the  war  was  waged  with  united  means, 
with  equal  sacrifices,  and  at  the  common 
expense,  the  waste  lands  ought  to  be  c<.>n>idcrcd 
as  a  common  property,  and  not  be  exchisively 
appropriated  to  the  oenefit  of  the  i>articular 
states  within  which  they  happened  to  be 
situated.  These,  however,  resisted  the  claim, 
upon  the  ground  that  each  state  was  entitled 
to  the  whole  of  the  territory,  whether  waste  or 
cultivated,  included  within  its  chartered  limits. 
To  check  the  progress  of  discontent,  and  arrest 
tlie  serious  consequences  to  which  tho  agita- 
tion of  this  question  might  lead,  Congress  re- 
commended to  the  states  to  make  liberal  ces- 
sions of  the  waste  and  unseated  lands  to  tlie 
United  States ;  and,  on  the  10th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  "Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated 
lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to 
the  United  States,  by  any  particular  state, 
pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
of  the  Gth  of  September  last,  shall  be  dis- 

Sosed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United 
tates,"  &c. 

In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  the  several  states  containing  waste 
and  uncultivated  lands  made  cessions  of  them 
to  the  United  States.  The  declared  object 
having  been  substantially  the  same  in  all  of 
these  cessions,  it  b  only  necessary  to  advert 
to  the  terms  of  some  or  them.    The  first,  in 


order  of  time,  was  that  of  Xew  York,  mide  on 
the  Ist  day  of  March,  1781,  by  its  delegation 
in  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state ;  and  the  terms  of  the 
deed  of  cession  expressly  provide  that  the 
ceded  lands  and  territories  were  to  be  held» 
"  to  and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  states  as  are,  or  shall  become,  parties 
to  the  Articles  of  Confederation."  That  of  Vir- 
ginia was  the  next  in  date,  but  by  far  the 
most  important  of  ail  the  cessions  made  by  the 
different  states,  both  as  respects  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  country  ceaed.  It  compre- 
hended the  ri^t  of  that  commonwealth  to  the 
vast  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  em- 
bracing, but  not  confined  to  the  limitB  of,  the 
present  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  IllinMSi 
The  deed  of  cession  was  executed  by  the  dele- 
gation of  Virginia  in  Congress,  in  1784,  ame- 
ably  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  pass^  in 
1783 ;  and,  among  other  conditions,  the  deed 
explicitly  declares  "  that  all  the  lands  within 
the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States* 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any 
of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  dispoMa 
of  in  bounties  to  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States,  as  have  become,  or  shall  be- 
come, members  of  the  Confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive^ 
according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure* 
and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed 
of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purj)ose  whatever."  Passing  bv  the  cee- 
sions  which  other  states,  prompted  by  a  mag- 
nanimous spirit  of  union  and  patriotism,  soe- 
cessively  made,  we  come  to  the  last  in  the 
scries,  that  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  180i 
The  artit?les  of  agreement  and  cession  entered 
into  between  that  state  and  the  United  States, 
among  various  other  conditions,  contwned  the 
unequivocal  declaration  "  that  all  the  lands 
ceded  by  this  agreement  to  the  United  States 
shall,  after  satisfying  the  above-mentioned 
payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  tlie  state  of  Georgia,  an^ 
the  grants  recognised  by  the  preceding  condi- 
tions, be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia 
included,  tmd  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatever." 

Thus,  by  the  clear  and  positive  terms  of 
these  acts  of  cession,  was  a  great*  nubli<^ 
national  trust  created  and  assumed  by  the 
general  government.  It  become  solemnW 
bound  to  hold  and  administer  the  lands  ceded, 
as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  beoefit  of 
all  the  states,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever.  To  waste  or  misapply  this  fund, 
or  to  divert  it  from  the  common  benefit  fi* 
which  it  was  conveyed,  would  be  a  violation 
of  tho  trust  The  general  government  has  no 
more  power,  rightfullv,  to  cede  tho  lands  thus 
acquired  to  one  of  tfie  new  states,  without  n 
fair  equivalent,  than  it  could  retrocede  then 
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to  the  state  or  states  from  which  they  were 
originally  obtained.  There  would  indeed  be 
mnoh  more  eouity  in  the  latter  than  in  the 
former  case.  Nor  is  the  moral  responsibility 
of  the  general  goyemment  at  all  weakened  by 
the  consideration  that,  if  it  were  so  onmindful 
of  its  duty  as  to  disre^Ewd  the  sacred  character 
of  the  trust,  there  might  be  no  competent 
power,  peacefully  applira,  which  ooold  coerce 
Its  faithful  execution. 

2d,  The  other  source  whence  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  have  been  acquired, 
are,  1st,  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  concluded  in 
1S02;  and,  secondly,  the  treaty  of  Florida, 
signed  in  1800.  B^  the  first,  all  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  extendin{j  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  known  as  Louisiana,  which  had 
snocessiyely  beloneed  to  Franoe,  Spain,  and 
France  again,  including  the  islana  of  New 
Orleans,  and  stretching  east  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Perdido,  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  which  they  stipulated  to 
pay,  and  haye  since  punctually  paid,  to 
France,  besides  other  conditions  deemed  fayor* 
able  and  important  to  her  interests.  By  the 
treaty  of  Florida,  both  the  proyinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  whether  any  portion  of 
them  was  or  was  not  actually  comprehended 
within  the  true  limits  of  Louisiana,  were  ceded 
to  tiie  United  States,  in  consideration,  besides 
other  things,  of  the  payment  of  fiyo  millions 
(^dollars,  which  the;^  agreed  to  pay,  and  haye 
aince  accordingly  paid. 

The  large  pecuniary  considerations  thus 
paid  to  these  two  foreign  powers  were  drawn 
from  the  treasury  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  and,  consequently,  the  countries  for 
which  they  formed  the  equiyalents  ought  to 
be  held  and  deemed  for  the  common  ^nefit 
of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States.  To 
diyert  the  lands  from  that  general  object ;  to 
misapply  or  sacrifice  them;  to  squander  or 
improyidently  cast  them  away,  would  be  alike 
subyersiye  of  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  contrary  to  the  plain  dic- 
tates of  the  duty  by  which  the  general  goyem- 
ment stands  bound  to  the  states  and  to  the 
i|hole  people. 

Before  proceeding  to  perform  the  specific 
duty  assigned  to  the  committee  by  the  Senate, 
they  had  thought  it  desirable  to  exhibit  some 

feneral  yiews  of  this  great  national  resource, 
or  that  purpose,  a  c^l,  through  the  Senate, 
for  information,  has  been  mode  upon  the  eze- 
cutire  branch  of  the  goyemment.  A  report 
has  not  yet  been  made ;  but,  as  the  committee 
are  desirous  of  ayoiding  any  delay,  not  alto- 
gether indispensable,  they  haye  ayailed  them- 
selyes  of  the  report  from  a  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
under  date  the  6th  April,  1832,  and  of  such 
other  information  as  was  accessible  to  them. 

From  that  report,  it  appears  that  the  aggre- 
gate of  all  sums  of  money  which  haye  wean 
expended  by  the  United  States  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  including  interest  on 
aeoount  of  the  pnrchasoi  of  Lcmisiana  and 


and  including  also  expenses  in  their  sale  and 
management,  is  $48,077,551.40 ;  and  that  the 
amount  of  money  receiyed  at  the  treasury  for 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1831,  is  ^37,272,713.3 1. 
The  goyemment,  therefore,  has  not  been  reim- 
bursed by  $10,804,838.90.  According  to  tJie 
same  report,  it  appears  thut  the  estimated 
amount  of  unsold  lands,  on  which  the  foreign 
and  Indian  titles  have  been  extinguished,  is 
227,293,884  acres,  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
states  and  territories ;  and  that  the  Indian  title 
remains  on  113,577,809  acres  within  the  same 
limits.  That  there  have  been  granted  to  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  for  internal 
improyements,  2,187,605  ocrcn;  for  colleges, 
academies,  and  universities,  in  the  new  states 
and  territories,  the  quantity  of  508,000 ;  for 
education,  being  the  tliirtv-sixth  part  of  the 
public  lands  appropriated  for  common  schools, 
the  amount  of  t  ,952,538  acres ;  and  for  scats 
of  goyemment  in  some  of  the  new  states  and 
territories,  21,589  acres.  By  a  rcjxjrt  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  com- 
municatod  to  Congress  with  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
D^ember,  I8t?7,  the  total  quantity  of  the 
public  lands,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
new  states  and  territories,  was  estimated  to 
be  750,000,000.  The  aggre^jatc,  therefore,  of 
all  the  unsold  and  unappropriated  pu1)lic  lands 
of  the  United  States,  surveyed  and  unsurvejed, 
on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  or  has  been 
extinguished,  lying  within  and  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  new  states  and  territories, 
agreeably  to  the  two  reports  now  referred 
to,  is  1,090,871,753  acres.  There  has  been 
138,988,224  acres  surveyed,  and  the  quantity 
only  of  19,239,412  acres  sold  up  to  the  1st 
January,  1826.  When  the  information  called 
for  shall  be  received,  the  subsequent  surveys 
and  sales  up  to  the  present  period  will  be  as- 
certained. 

The  committee  are  instructed  by  the  Senate 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  also  of  ceding 
them  to  the  several  states  in  which  thev  ore 
situated,  on  reasonable  terms.  The  committee 
will  proceed  to  examine  these  two  subjects  of 
inquiry  distinctly,  beginning  first  with  that 
which  relates  to  a  reduction  of  price. 

1.  According  to  the  existing  mode  of  selling 
the  public  lands,  they  are  first  offered  at 
pubho  auction  for  what  they  will  bring  in  a 
free  and  fair  competition  among  the  pur- 
chasers; when  the  public  sales  cease,  the 
lands  remaining  unsold  may  be  bought,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  established  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  The  price  was 
reduced  to  that  sum  in  1820,  from  $2  per  acre, 
at  which  it  had  previously  stood  from  the  first 
establishment  of  the  present  system  of  selling 
public  lands.  A  leading  consideration  with 
Congress,  in  the  reduction  of  the  price,  was 
that  of  substituting  cash  sales  for  the  credits 
which  had  been  berore  allowed,  and  which,  on 
man^  accounts,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish.  A  further  reduction  of  the  \km^^>l 
ealM  lor  bv  th«  'v>(^\m^  Vci\ftit^RXa&^  t&k^Xs^ 
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qnired.  either,  1st,  Because  the  government 
now  demands  more  than  a  fair  price  for  the 
public  lands ;  or,  2dly,  Because  the  existing 
price  retards,  injuriously,  the  settlement  and 
population  of  the  new  states  and  territories. 
These  suggestions  deserve  separate  and  serious 
considerations. 

1.  The  committee  possess  no  means  of  de- 
termining the  exact  value  of  all  the  public 
lands  now  in  market ;  nor  is  it  material,  at  the 
present  time,  that  the  precise  worth  of  each 
township  or  section  snould  be  accurately 
knovm.  It  is  presumable  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  immense  quantity  offered  to  sale, 
or  held  by  the  United  States,  would  not  now 
command,  and  may  not  be  intrinsically  worth, 
the  minimum  price  fixed  bv  law ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  certain  that  a  large  part  is  worth 
more.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimination 
made,  and  the  government  had  any  motive  to 
hasten  the  sales  beyond  the  regular  demands 
of  the  population,  it  might  bo  proper  to  estab- 
lish different  rates,  according  to  the  classes  of 
land ;  but  the  government,  havinj^  no  induce- 
ment to  such  acceleration,  has  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded on  the  liberal  policy  of  establishing  a 
moderate  price,  and  by  subdivisions  of  the 
sections,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  poorer 
citizens,  has  placed  the  acquisition  of  a  home 
within  the  roach  of  every  industrious  man. 
For  SlOO  any  one  may  now  purchase  eighty, 
or  for  $50,  forty  acres  of  first-rate  land,  yield- 
ing, with  proper  cultivation,  from  fifty  to  eighty 
bushels  ot  Indian  corn  per  acre,  or  other  equi- 
valent crops. 

There  is  no  more  satisfactory  criterion  of 
the  fairness  of  the  price  of  an  article  than  that 
arising  from  the  briskness  of  sales  when  it  is 
offered  in  the  market.  On  applying  this  rule, 
the  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  irrcsistil>le, 
that  the  established  price  is  not  too  high.  The 
amount  of  the  sales  in  the  year  1828,  was 
$1,018,308.75;  in  1820,  $1,517,175.13;  in  1830, 
$2,329,356.14:  and,  during  the  year  1831, 
$3,000,000.  And  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury observes  in  his  annual  report,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  that  "the  receipts 
from  the  public  lands,  during  the  present  year, 
it  will  be  perceived,  have  ukewise  exceeded 
the  estimates,  and  indeed  have  gone  beyond 
all  former  example.  It  is  believed  that,  not- 
withstanding the  large  amount  of  scrip  and 
forfeited  land  stock  that  may  still  be  absorbed 
in  [)ayment  for  lands,  vet,  if  the  surveys  now 
projected  be  completed,  the  receipts  from  this 
source  of  revenue  will  not  fall  greatly  below 
those  of  the  present  year.''  And  he  estimates 
the  receipts  during  the  current  year,  from  this 
source,  at  three  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  in- 
credible to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  sales 
would  have  risen  to  so  lari^e  a  sum  if  the  price 
liad  been  unreasoudibly  high.  The  committee 
are  aware  that  the  annual  receipts  may  be 
expected  to  fluctuate,  as  fresh  lands,  in  favorite 
districts,  are  brought  into  market,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  activity  or  sluggishness  of  emigra- 
tion in  different  years. 

Against  any  considerable  reduction  of  the 


price  of  the  public  lands,  unless  it  be  nsoeSi 
sary  to  a  more  rapid  population  of  the  new 
states,  which  will  be  hereafter  examined,  thcrs 
are  weighty,  if  not  decisive  consideratioDS. 

1.  The  government  is  the  proprietor  of  much 
the  largest  quantity  of  the  unseated  lands  of  tbs 
United  States.  W  hat  it  has  in  market,  bears 
a  large  proportion  to  the  whole  of  the  oecupied 
lands  within  their  limits.  If  a  oonstderable 
Quantity  of  anv  article,  land  or  any  commo- 
oity  whatever,  "is  in  market,  Uie  price  at  whidi 
it  is  sold  will  affect^  in  some  degree,  the  valos 
of  the  whole  of  that  article,  whether  exposed 
to  sale  or  not.  The  influence  of  a  rednotioa 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  probsr 
bly  l>e  felt  throughout  the  Union ;  certainly 
in  all  the  Western  States,  and  most  in  tlioM 
which  contain,  or  are  nearest  to,  the  puUie 
lands.  There  ought  to  be  the  most  eogeni 
and  conclusive  reasons  for  adopting  a  mcsp 
sure  which  might  seriously  impair  the  value 
of  the  property  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country. 
AVhilst  it  IS  decidedly  the  most  important  class 
in  the  community,  most  patient,  patriotic,  and 
acquiescent  in  whatever  public  policy  is  par* 
sued, 'it  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  resort  to 
those  means  of  union  and  concert  which  other 
interests  employ  to  make  themselves  heard  snd 
respected,  uovemmcnt  should,  therefore,  f&A 
itself  constantly  bound  to  guard,  with  sedoloos 
care,  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  great  bodf 
of  our  yeomanry.  AVould  it  be  iust  towards 
those  who  have  heretofore  purchased  public 
lands  at  higher  prices,  to  say  nothing  as  to 
the  residue  of  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  such  a  reduction,  and 
thereby  impair  the  value  of  their  propertjrt 
Ought  not  any  such  plan  of  reduction,  if 
adopted,  to  be  accompanied  with  compensaj- 
tion  for  the  injury  which  they  would  ineritsr 
bly  sustain  ? 

2.  A  material  reduction  of  price  wooW  ex- 
cite and  stimulate  the  spirit  of  specnladon, 
now  dormant,  and  probably  lead  to  a  transfer 
of  vast  quantities  of  the  public  domain  firom 
the  control  of  government  to  the  hands  of  Uifl 
speculator.  At  the  existing  price,  and  with 
such  extensive  districts  as  the  publie  eonH 
stantly  offers  in  the  market,  there  is  no  greal 
temptation  to  speculation.  The  demand  is 
regular,  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of 
emigration,  and  is  supplied  on  known  and 
moderate  terms.  If  the  price  were  much  re- 
duced, the  strongest  incentives  to  engrossment 
of  the  better  lands  would  be  presented  to  large 
capitalists ;  and  the  emigrant,  instead  of  being 
able  to  purchase  from  his  own  government 
upon  uniform  and  established  conditions, 
might  be  compelled  to  give  much  higher  and 
more  fluctuating  prices  to  the  speculator.  An 
illustration  of  this  effect  is  afforded  by  the 
military  bounty  lands  granted  during  the  lata 
war.  Thrown  into  market  at  prices  below  the 
government  rate,  they  notoriously  became  an 
object  of  speculation,  and  have  prmcipally  fall- 
en into  the  hands  of  speculators,  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  districts  which  include  mm* 

3.  The  greatest  emigration  that  is 
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DOW  to  take  place  from  any  of  the  states,  is 
from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.^  The 
effects  of  a  material  redaction  in  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  would  be,  first,  to  lessen  the 
Yalue  of  real  estate  in  those  tibree  states; 
secondly,  to  diminish  their  interest  in  the 
public  domain,  as  a  conmion  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  states ;  and,  thirdly,  to  offer 
what  would  operate  as  a  bounty  to  farther 
emigration  from  those  states,  occasioning  more 
and  more  lands,  situated  within  them,  to  be 
thrown  into  the  market,  thereby  not  only  less- 
eaing  the  value  of  their  lands,  but  draining 
them  both  of  their  population  and  currency. 

And,  lastly,  Oonfress  has,  within  a  few 
years,  made  large  and  liberal  grants  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  several  states.  To  Ohio,  922,937 
acres ;  to  Indiana,  384,728  acres ;  to  Illinois, 
480,000  acres;  and  to  Alabama,  400,000 
acres;  amounting,  together,  to  2,187,065 
acres.  Considerable  portions  of  these  lands 
yet  remain  unsold.  The  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  generally,  would 
impair  the  value  of  those  grant?,  as  well  as 
injuriously  affect  that  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  sold  in  virtue  of  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  inferred  and  con- 
tended, from  the  larj^e  amount  of  public  land 
remaining  unsold,  after  having  been  so  long 
exposed  to  sale,  that  the  price  at  which  it  is 
held  is  too  hish.  But  this  apparent  tardiness 
is  satisfactorily  explained  bv  the  immense 
quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been  put 
into  the  market  by  government  It  is  well 
known  that  the  new  states  have  constantly 
and  urgently  pressed  the  extinction  of  the 
Indian  title  upon  lands  within  their  rcBpec- 
tive  limits ;  and,  after  its  extinction,  that  they 
should  be  brought  into  market  as  rapidly  as 
practicable.  The  liberal  policy  of  the  general 
government,  coinciding  with  the  winhos  of  the 
new  states,  has  prompted  it  to  satisfy  the  wants 
of  emigjrants  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  by 
exhibiting  vast  districts  of  land  for  sale  in  all 
the  states  and  territories,  thus  offering  every 
variety  of  climate  and  situation  to  the  free 
choice  of  settlers.  From  these  causes,  it  has 
resulted  that  the  power  of  emigration  has  been 
totally  incompetent  to  absorb  the  immense 
bodies  of  waste  lands  offered  in  the  market. 
For  the  capacity  to  purchase  is,  after  all, 
limited  by  the  emigration,  and  the  progres- 
sive increase  of  population.  If  the  auantity 
thrown  into  the  market  had  been  quadrupled, 
the  probability  is  that  there  would  not  nave 
been  much  more  annually  sold  than  actually 
has  been.  With  such  extensive  fields  for  se- 
lection before  them,  purchasers,  embarrassed 
as  to  the  choice  which  they  should  make,  are 
sometimes  probably  influenced  by  caprice  or 
accidental  causes.  Whilst  the  better  lands 
remain,  those  of  secondary  value  will  not  be 
purchased.  A  judicious  farmer  or  planter 
would  sooner  give  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 

§er  acre  for  first  rate  land,  than  reooive  as  a 
onation  land  of  inferior  quality,  if  he  were 
compelled  to  settle  upon  it. 
It  is  also  contended  that  the  price  of  the 


public  land  is  a  tax,  and  that,  at  a  period 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  payment  of  the 

Eublic  debt  and  the  financial  prosperity  of  the 
United  States,  the  government  is  enabled  to 
dispense  with  revenue,  that  tax  ought  to  be 
reduced,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
sales  be  thereby  diminished.     In  the  first 

Elace,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  if,  as  has  been 
efore  stated,  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  should  stimulate  speculation,  the 
consequence  would  probably  be,  at  least  for 
some  years,  on  augmentation  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source.  Should  it  have  the  effect 
of  speculation  supposed,  it  would  probably 
also  retard  the  setuement  of  the  new  states, 
by  placing  the  lands  en^ossed  by  specular 
tors,  in  anticipation  of  increased  value,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  emigrants.  If  it  were  true 
that  the  price  demanded  by  government  ope- 
rated as  a  tax,  the  question  would  still  remain 
whether  that  price  exceeded  the  fair  value  of 
the  land  whicn  emigrants  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing ;  and,  if  it  did  not,  there  would  be 
no  just  ground  for  its' reduction.  And  assum- 
ing it  to  be  a  tax,  it  might  be  proper  to  inquire 
who  pays  the  tax,  the  new  or  the  old  states — 
the  states  that  send  out,  or  the  states  that  re- 
ceive the  emigrants.  In  the  next  place,  re- 
garded as  a  tax,  those  who  have  heretofore 
made  purchases  at  the  higher  rate,  have 
already  paid  the  tax,  and  are  as  much  de- 
serving the  equitable  consideration  of  the 
government  as  those  who  miglit  hereafter  be 
disposed  to  purchase  at  the  reduced  rate.  It 
is  proper  to  add,  that,  by  the  repeal  and  re- 
duction contemplated  of  duties  upon  articles 
of  foreign  import,  subsequent  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands,  as  far  as  they  are  consumers 
of  those  articles,  will  share  in  the  general  re- 
lief, and  will  consequently  be  enabled  to  apply 
more  of  their  means  to  the  purchase  of  land. 

But  in  no  reasonable  sense  can  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  be  considered  as  the  imposition  of 
a  tax.  The  government,  in  their  disposal,  acts 
as  a  trustee  for  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  and,  in  that  character,  holds  and  offers 
them  in  the  market.  Those  who  want  them 
buy  them,  because  it  is  their  inclination  to 
buy  them.  There  is  no  compulsion  in  the 
case.  The  purchase  is  perfectly  voluntary, 
like  that  of  any  other  article  which  is  offeree! 
in  the  market.  In  making  it,  the  purchaser 
looks  exclusively  to  his  own  interest.  The  mo- 
tive of  augmenting  the  public  revenue,  or  any 
other  motive  than  that  of  his  own  advantnir-', 
never  enters  into  his  consideration.  The  lv>- 
vemment,  therefore,  stands  to  the  purchaser 
in  the  relation  merely  of  the  vendor  of  a 
subject,  which  the  purchaser's  own  welfare 

Srompts  him  to  acquire ;  and,  in  this  respect, 
oes  not  vary  from  the  relation  which  exists 
between  any  private  vendor  of  waste  lands, 
and  the  purchaser  from  him.  Nor  does  the 
use  to  which  the  government  may  think  proper 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  give  the  smallest  strength  to  the  idea 
that  the  purchase  of  them  is  tantamount  to  the 
payment  of  a  tax.   The  gpvQr\i'Bi«QX.\sxvs  ^\fik- 
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ploy  those  iirooeedfl  as  a  part  of  iti  ordinaiy 
rorenue,  or  it  may  apply  them  in  any  other 
manner,  oonsiatent  with  the  Constitution, 
which  it  deems  proper.  ReTonue  and  taxa- 
tion are  not  always  relative  terms.  There 
may  be  revenue  witnout  taxation.  There  may 
be  taxation  without  revenue.  There  may  be 
aourecs  of  established  revenue  which  not  only 
do  not  imply,  but  which  supersede  taxation. 
Is  the  consideration  paid  for  land  to  a  private 
individual  to  be  deemed  a  tax,  because  that 
individual  may  happen  to  use  it  as  a  part  of 
his  income  ? 

2.  Is  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  necessary  to  accelerate  the  settle- 
ment and  population  of  the  states  within 
which  they  are  situated?  Those  states  are 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  If  their  growth 
has  been  unreasonably  slow  and  tardy,  we 
may  conclude  that  some  fresh  impulse,  such 
as  that  under  consideration,  is  neeoed.  Prior 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  concluded  in  1795, 
there  were  but  few  settlements  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  state  of  Ohio.  Princi- 
pally since  that  period,  that  ia,  within  a  term 
of  about  forty  years,  that  state,  from  a  wilder- 
ness, the  haunt  of  savages  and  wild  beasts, 
has  risen  into  a  powerful  commonwealth,  con- 
taining, at  this  time,  a  population  of  a  mil- 
lion of  souls,  and  holding  the  third  or  fourth 
rank  among  the  largest  states  in  the  Union. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that  term,  the  mi- 
nimum price  of  the  public  lands  was  two  dol- 
lars per  acre ;  and  of  the  largo  quantity  with 
whicn  the  settlement  of  that  state  commenced, 
there  only  remain  to  be  sold  5,586,834  acres. 

The  aggre^te  nopulation  of  the  United 
States,  exclusive  ot  the  territories,  increased 
from  the  jear  1820  to  1830  from  9,579,873  to 
12,716,G9«.  The  rate  of  the  increase  during 
the  whole  term  of  ten  years,  including  a  frac- 
tion, may  be  stated  at  thirty-three  per  cent. 
The  principle  of  population  is  presumed  to 
have  niU  scope  generally  in  all  parts  of  tbe 
United  States.  Any  state,  therefore,  which 
has  exceeded  or  fallen  short  of  that  rate,  may 
be  fairly  assumed  to  have  gained  or  lost,  by 
emigration,  nearly  to  the  extent  of  the  excess 
or  deficiency.  From  a  table  accompanying 
this  report,  (marked  B),  the  Senate  will  see 
presented  various  interesting  views  of  the  pro- 
ness  of  population  in  the  several  states.  In 
Uiat  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  each  of  the 
eleven  states  exceeded,  and  each  of  thirteen 
fell  short  of  an  increase  at  the  average  rate  of 
thirty-three  per  cent.  The  greatest  increase, ' 
during  the  term,  was  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
where  it  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  per 
oent.,  or  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum ;  and  the  least  was  in  Dela- 
wtire,  where  it  was  less  than  six  ner  cent. 
The  seven  states  embracing  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  14a)7,165,  and, 
in  1830.  2,238,802,  exhibiting  an  average  in- 
crease of  ei^l^-five  per  cent  The  seventeen 
atates  contaming  no  part  of  the  pubUo  lands 
had  a  populatkm,  in  1820,  of  8,^2,707,  and, 


in  1830,  of  10,477,895,  presenting  an  tetmm 
increase  of  only  twenty-five  per  oent^  Hi 
thirteen  states,  whose  mcrease,  aoootdiBg  to 
the  table,  was  below  thirty-three  per  ctfft^ 
contained,  in  1820,  a  population  of  5,939.791 
and,  in  1830,  of  6,966,600,  exhibiting  an  a«- 
rage  increase  of  only  seventeen  per  eenk  Tit 
increase  of  the  seven  new  states,  upon  a  tM(/t 
tal  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  tcn^ 
was  1,207,165,  has  been  greater  than  thai  d 
the  thirteen,  whose  capitalthen  was  5,939,73l 
In  three  of  the  eleven  states  (TenncM^ 
Georgia,  and  Maine),  whose  populatioa  dr 
ceed^  the  average  increase  of  thirty-tknt 
per  cent.,  there  were  public  lands  bewMM 
to  those  states ;  and  in  the  fourth  (New  xSnl 
the  excess  is  probably  attributable  to  the  » 

f>id  growth  ot  the  city  of  Xew  York,  to  wadi' 
ands  in  the  western  part  of  that  state,  and  I9 
the  great  development  of  its  vast  resouoflsif 
means  of  extensive  internal  improyenentL 

These  authentic  views  of  the  prq|^eM  of 
population  in  the  seven  new  statea  deBfl» 
strate  that  it  is  most  rapid  and  gradfyiDg; 
that  it  needs  no  such  additional  stimnlna  as  a 
further  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  pabBo 
lands;  aud  that>  by  preserving  and  pm^ 
vering  in  the  established  system  for  stfliag 
them,  the  day  is  near  at  band  when  thoil 
states,  now  respectable,  may  become  gmt 
and  powerful  members  of  the  confederacy* 

Complaints  exist  in  the  new  stately  tfal|l 
larpj  Ixniies  of  lands,  in  their  respective  tfliri* 
tones,  being  owned  by  the  general  govon- 
ment,  are  exempt  from  taxation  to  meet  tin 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  ^vemmest^ 
and  other  local  charges ;  that  this  exemvtioo 
continues  for  five  years  after  the  sale  of  aaj 
particular  tract ;  and  that  land  being  the  pdfr 
cipal  source  of  the  revenue  of  those  statesi  ai 
undue  share  of  the  burden  of  sustainiog  tin 
expenses  of  the  state  governments  falla  upon 
the  resident  population.  To  all  these  oo«- 
plaints,  it  may  be  answered  that,  by  vola» 
tary  compacts  between  the  new  states  re- 
spectively, and  the  general  government,  ts% 
per  cent.'of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  the  sain 
of  the  public  lands  included  within  their 
limits  are  appropriated  for  internal  impnrw* 
ments  leading  to  or  within  those  sUites ;  that 
a  section  of  land  in  each  township,  or  onfr 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  of  the  pnUit 
lands  embraced  within  their  respective  bonn- 
daries,  has  been  reserved  for  purposes  of  edih 
cation ;  and  that  the  policy  of  the  e^«» 
government  has  been  uniformly  marked  bj 
great  liberality  towards  the  new  states  m 
making  various  and  some  very  extenMva 
grants  of  tlie  public  lands  for  local  purposn. 
But,  in  aceomance  with  the  same  spirit  rf 
liberality,  the  committee  would  recommwd 
an  appropriation  to  each  of  the  seven  statfli 
referred  to,  of  a  further  sum  of  ten  per  c«il» 
on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  Uiat  part 
of  the  public  land  which  lies  within  it*  fiw  ofc 
jects  of  internal  improvwaent  in  thej  rt* 
spective  limits.  The  tendency  of  5«*5 
appiopxiation  will  be  noi  only  to  hflMOt  thqif 
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■^  Hates,  bnt  to  onhanee  the  value  of  the  public  tal  one  hundred  millions   dollars     Whilst 
'  lands  remaining  to  be  sold.  the  population  of  the  United  States  increases 


remaining 
'       II.  The  committea  have  now  to  proceed  to 
}  the  otlier  branch  of  the  inquiry  which  thej 
•*  'were  required  to  make,  that  of  the  expediency 
P  of  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  several  states 
*  in  which  they  are  sitoated,  on  reasonable 
^  terms.    The  inquiry  comprehends,  in  its  con- 
'   sequences,  a  cession  of  tne  whole  public  d(v 
I   main  of  the  United  States,  whether  lying 
>  within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present 
'  states  and  territories.    For  although,  in  the 
<   terms  of  the  inquiry,  it  is  limited  to  the  new 
states,  cessions  to  liiem  would  certainly  be 
ibllowed  by  similar  cessions  to  other  new 
states,  as  they  majr,  from  time  to  time,  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.    Three  of  the  present 
territories  have  nearly  attained  the  requisite 
population  entitling  them  to  be  received  ns 
members  of  the  confederacy,  and  they  shortly 
will  be  admitted.    Congress  could  not  con- 
sistentl^r  avoid  cedin?  to  them  the  public 
lands  within  their  limits,  after  having  made 
such  cessions  to  the  other  states.    The  com- 
pact with  the  state  of  Ohio  formed  the  model 
of  compacts  with  all  the  other  new  states  as 
they  were  successively  admitted. 

Whether  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 
public  lands  be  considered  in  the  limited  or 
more  extensive  view  of  it  which  has  been 
stated,  it  is  one  of  the  hi|^hest  importance,  and 
demanding  the  most  deliberate  consideration. 
From  the  statements,  founded  on  official  re- 
ports, made  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  re- 
port, it  has  been  seen  that  tne  quantity  of 
unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  states  and  territories  is 
840,871,753  acres,  and  the  quantity  beyond 
those  limits  is  750,000,000,  presenting  an  a^ 
gregate  of  1,090,871,753  acres.    It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  a  question  of  greater  magnitude 
than    that    of  relinquishing    this    immense 
amount  of  national  property.    Estimating  its 
Talue  according  to  tne  minimum  price,  it  pre- 
sents the  enormous  sum  of  $l,363,589,o91. 
if  it  be  said  that  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
never  command  that  price,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
on  the  other  hand,  that,  as  fresh  lands  are 
brought  into  market  and  exposed  to  sale  at 
public  auction,  many  of  them  sell  at  prices 
exceeding  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
Supposing  the  public  lands  to  be  worth,  on 
the  average,  one^alf  of  the  minimum  price, 
thev  would  still  present  the  immense  sum  of 
J6ol,794,845.   The  least  favorable  view  which 
can  be  taken  of  them  is,  that  of  considering 
them  a  ca])ital  yielding,  at  present,  an  income 
of  three  millions  of  dollars  annually.  Assum- 
ing the  ordinary  rate  of  six  per  cent,  interest 
per  annum  as  the  standard  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  that  capital.,  it  would  be  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.    But  this  income  has  been 
progressively  increasing.     The  average  in- 
crease during  the  six  last  years  has  been  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Supposing  it  to  continue  m  the  same  ratio,  at 
the  end  of  a  little  more  than  fbur  years  the 


only  three  per  cent  per  annum,  the  increase 
of  the  demand  for  the  public  lands  is  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent.,  furnishing  an- 
other evidence  that  tne  progress  of  emigra- 
tion, and  the  activity  of  sales,  have  not  been 
checked  by  the  price  demanded  by  govern- 
ment. 

In  whatever  light,  therefore,  this  great  sub 
ject  is  viewed,  the  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
from  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  whose  benefit  they  aro  now  held,  to  the 
people  inhabiting  the  new  states,  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  momentous  measure  ever 
f resented  to  the  consiiieration  of  Congress, 
f  such  a  measure  could  find  an^'  justification, 
it  must  arise  out  of  some  radical  and  incu- 
rable defect  in  the  construction  of  the  general 
government  properly  to  administer  the  public 
domain.  But  the  existence  of  any  such  defect 
is  contradicted  by  the  most  successful  experi- 
ence. No  branch  of  the  public  service  has 
evinced  more  system,  uniformity,  and  wisdom, 
or  given  more  general  satisfaction,  than  that 
of  the  administration  of  the  public  lands. 

If  the  proposed  cession  to  tho  new  states 
were  to  be  made  at  a  fair  price,  such  as  the 
general  government  could  obtain  from  indi- 
vidual purchasers  under  the  present  system, 
there  would  be  no  motive  for  it,  unless  the  new 
states  are  more  competent  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands  than  the  common  government. 
They  are  now  sold  under  one  uniform  plan, 
regulated  and  controlled  by  a  single  legislative 
authority,  and  the  practical  operation  is  per- 
fectly understood.     If  they  were  transferred 
to  the  new  states,  the  subsequent  disposition 
would  be  according  to  laws  emanating  from 
various  legislative  sources.  Competition  would 
probably  arise  between  the  new  states  in  the 
terms  which  they  would  ofFor  to  purchasers. 
Each  state  would  be  desirous  of  inviting  the 
greatest  number  of  emigrants,  not  only  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  populating  rapidly  its  own 
territories,  but  with  the  view  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  funds  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments to  the  general  governnn^nt.     Collisions 
between  the  states  would  probably  avise,  and 
their    injurious  consequences  may  be    ima- 
gined.   A    spirit  of   hazardous    speculation 
would  be  engendered.    Various  schemes  in 
the  new  states  would  be  put  afloat  to  sell  or 
divide  the  public  lands.    Companies  and  com- 
binations would  be  formed  in  this  country,  if 
not  in  foreign  countries,  presenting  gigantic 
and  tempting,  but  delusive  projects ;  ami  the 
history  of  legislation,  in  some  of  the  states  of 
the  l/nion,  admonishes  us  that  a  too  ready 
ear  is  sometimes  given  by  a  majority,  in  a 
legislative  assembly,  to  such  projects. 

A  decisive  objection  to  such  a  transfer  for  a 
fair  equivalent,  is,  that  it  would  establish  a 
new  and  dangerous  relation  between  the  gene« 
ral  government  and  the  new  states.  In  abol- 
ishing the  credit  which  had  been  allowed  to 
purohasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the 
inoome  wmild  be  doubled,  and  make^tiie  oapi- 1  year  1820,  Congress  was  principally  ^cx^^o^^ 
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ploj  those  proceeds  as  a  part  of  its  ordinary 
rovenue,  or  it  may  apply  them  m  any  other 
manner,  conaiBtent  with  the  Constitution, 
which  it  deems  proper.  Reyenue  and  taxa- 
tion are  not  always  relatiye  terms.  There 
may  be  revenue  without  taxation.  There  may 
be  taxation  without  revenue.  There  may  lie 
sources  of  established  revenue  which  not  only 
do  not  imply,  but  which  supersede  taxation. 
Is  the  consideration  paid  for  land  to  a  private 
individual  to  be  deemed  a  tax,  because  that 
individual  may  happen  to  use  it  as  a  part  of 
his  income  ? 

^  2.  Is  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  necessary  to  accelerate  the  settle- 
ment and  population  of  the  states  within 
which  they  are  situated?  Those  states  are 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  If  their  growth 
has  been  unreasonably  slow  and  tardy,  we 
may  conclude  that  some  fresh  impulse,  such 
as  that  under  consideration,  is  neeaed.  Prior 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  concluded  in  1795, 
there  were  but  few  settlements  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  state  of  Ohio.  Princi- 
pally since  that  period,  that  in,  within  a  term 
of  about  forty  years,  that  state,  from  a  wilder- 
ness, the  haunt  of  savages  and  wild  beasts, 
has  risen  into  a  powerful  commonwealth,  con- 
taining, at  this  tune,  a  population  of  a  mil- 
lion 01  souls,  and  holding  the  third  or  fourth 
rank  among  the  largest  states  in  the  Union. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that  term,  the  mi- 
nimum price  of  the  public  lands  was  two  dol- 
lars per  acre ;  and  of  the  largo  quantity  with 
whicn  the  settlement  of  that  state  commenced, 
there  only  remdn  to  be  sold  5,586,834  acres. 
The  aggre^te  population  of  the  United 
States,  exclusive  or  the  territories,  increased 
from  the  year  1820  to  1830  from  9,579,873  to 
12,716,69/.  The  rate  of  the  increase  during 
the  whole  term  of  ten  years,  including  a  frac- 
tion, may  be  stated  at  thirty-three  per  cent. 
The  principle  of  population  is  presumed  to 
have  full  scope  generally  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Any  state,  therefore,  which 
has  exceeded  or  fallen  short  of  that  rate,  may 
be  fairly  assumed  to  have  gained  or  lost,  by 
emigration,  nearly  to  the  extent  of  the  excess 
or  deficiency.  From  a  table  accompanying 
this  report,  (marked  B),  the  Senate  will  see 
presented  various  interesting  views  of  the  pro- 
gress of  population  in  the  several  states.  In 
that  table,  it  vnll  be  seen  that  each  of  the 
eleven  states  exceeded,  and  each  of  thirteen 
fell  short  of  an  increase  at  the  average  rate  of 
thirty-three  per  cent.  The  greatest  increase, ' 
during  the  term,  was  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
where  it  was  one  hundred  and  e^hty-five  per 
oent.,  or  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum ;  and  the  least  was  in  Dela- 
ware, where  it  was  less  than  six  per  cent. 
The  seven  states  embracing  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  1,207,165,  and, 
in  1830,  2,238,802,  exhibiting  an  average  in- 
crease of  ei^ty-five  per  cent  The  seventeen 
states  containing  no  part  of  the  public  lands 
hMd  3  popula^QD,  in  1820,  of  8,372,707,  and, 


in  1830,  of  10,477,895,  presenting  an  average 
increase  of  only  twenty-five  per  cent.  The 
thirteen  states,  whose  mcrease,  according  to 
the  table,  was  below  thirty-three  per  cent., 
contained,  in  1820,  a  population  of  5,930,759, 
and,  in  1830,  of  6,96o,6(X),  exhibidng  an  ave- 
rage increase  of  only  seventeen  per  cent.  The 
increase  of  the  seven  new  states,  utmu  a  capi- 
tal which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term, 
was  1,207,165,  has  been  greater  than  that  of 
the  thirteen,  whose  capital  then  was  5,039,759. 
In  three  of  the  eleven  states  (Teunespce, 
Qeorgia,  and  Maine),  whose  population  ex- 
ceeded the  average  increase  of  thirty-three 
per  cent.,  there  were  public  lands  belonging 
to  those  states ;  and  in  the  fourth  (New  York) 
the  excess  is  probably  attributable  to  the  ra- 
pid growth  01  the  city  of  New  York,  to  waste  • 
lands  in  the  western  part  of  that  state,  and  to 
the  groat  development  of  its  vast  resources  by 
means  of  extensive  internal  improvements. 

These  authentic  views  of  tne  progress  of 
population  in  the  seven  new  states  demon- 
strate that  it  b  most  rapid  and  gratifying ; 
that  it  needs  no  such  additional  stimulus  as  a 
further  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands;  and  that^  by  preserving  and  perse- 
vering in  the  established  system  for  selling 
them,  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  those 
states,  now  respectable,  may  become  great 
and  powerful  members  of  the  confederacy. 

Complaints  exist  in  the  new  states,  that 
large  bodies  of  lands,  in  their  respective  terri- 
tories, being  owned  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, are  exempt  from  taxation  to  meet  tha 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  ^vernments, 
and  other  local  charges ;  that  tins  exemption 
continues  for  five  years  afler  the  sole  ot  any 
particular  tract ;  and  that  land  being  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  the  revenue  of  those  states,  an 
undue  shore  of  tlie  burden  of  sustaining  the 
expenses  of  the  state  governments  falls  upon 
the  resident  population.  To  all  these  com- 
plaints, it  may  be  answered  that,  by  volun^ 
tary  compacts  between  the  new  states  re- 
spectively, and  the  general  government,  five 
per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  the  salet 
of  tfie  public  lands  included  within  their 
limits  are  appropriated  for  internal  improve- 
ments leading  to  or  within  those  states ;  that 
a  section  of  land  in  each  township,  or  one- 
thirty-sixth  port  of  the  whole  of  the  publie 
lands  embraced  within  their  respective  noun- 
daries,  has  been  reserved  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation ;  and  that  the  policy  of  the  general 
government  has  been  uniformly  marked  by 
great  liberality  towards  the  now  states,  in 
making  various  and  some  very  extensive 
grants  of  the  public  lands  for  local  purposes. 
jBut,  in  accordance  with  the  same  epirit  of 
liberality,  the  committee  would  recommend 
an  appropriation  to  each  of  the  seven  statee 
referred  to,  of  a  further  sum  of  ten  per  cent 
on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  that  part 
of  the  public  land  which  lies  within  it.  for  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement  in  their  re- 
spective limits.  The  tendency  of  such  an 
appropriation  will  be  not  only  to  benefit  thoae 
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states,  bnt  to  onbanee  tbe  valae  of  the  public 
lands  remaining  to  be  sold. 

II.  The  committee  have  now  to  proceed  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry  which  thej 
were  required  to  make,  that  of  the  expediency 
of  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  scTeral  states 
in  which  they  are  situated,  on  reasonable 
terms.  The  inquiry  comprehends,  in  its  con- 
aequcnces,  a  cession  of  tno  whole  public  do- 
main of  the  United  States,  whetner  lying 
within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present 
states  and  territories.  For  although,  in  the 
terms  of  the  inquiry,  it  is  limited  to  the  new 
states,  cessions  to  Ihem  would  certainly  be 
followed  by  similar  cessions  to  other  new 
states,  as  they  majr,  from  time  to  time,  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  Three  of  the  present 
territories  have  nearly  attained  the  requisite 
population  entitling  them  to  be  received  as 
members  of  the  confederacy,  and  they  shortly 
will  be  admitted.  Congress  could  not  con- 
sistentl^r  avoid  ceding  to  them  the  public 
lands  within  their  limits,  after  having  made 
sach  cessions  to  the  other  states.  The  com- 
pact with  the  state  of  Ohio  formed  the  model 
of  compacts  with  all  the  other  new  states  as 
th^were  successivcl^r  admitted. 

Whether  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 
public  lands  be  considered  in  the  limited  or 
more  extensive  view  of  it  which  has  been 
stated,  it  is  one  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
demanding  the  most  deliberate  consideration. 
From  the  statements,  founded  on  official  re- 
ports, made  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  re- 
port, it  has  been  seen  that  tne  quantity  of 
unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  vrithin 
the  limits  of  the  new  states  and  territories  is 
840,871,753  acres,  and  the  quantity  beyond 
those  limits  is  750,000,000,  presenting  an  ag- 
gregate of  1,090,871,753  acres.    It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  a  question  of  greater  magnitude 
than    that    of  relinquishing    this    immense 
unount  of  national  property.    Estimating  its 
raluc  according  to  tne  minimum  price,  it  pre- 
sents the  enormous  sum  of  $l,363,589,o91. 
[f  it  be  said  that  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
lever  command  that  price,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
m  the  other  hand,  that,  as  fresh  lands  are 
iyrou^ht  into  market  and  exposed  to  sale  at 
public  auction,  many  of  them  sell  at  prices 
jxceeding  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
Supposing  the  public  lands  to  be  worth,  on 
ihe  average,  one^alf  of  the  minimum  price, 
;hey  would  still  present  the  immense  sum  of 
5681,794,845.   The  least  favorable  view  which 
Mm  be  taken  of  them  is,  that  of  considering 
hem  a  ca];)ital  yielding,  at  present,  an  income 
»f  three  millions  of  dollars  annually.  Assum- 
ng  the  ordinary  rate  of  six  per  cent,  interest 
Msr  annum  as  the  stands^  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  that  capital,  it  would  be  fifty  mil- 
ions  of  dollars.    But  this  income  has  been 
yrogressively  increasing.     The  average  in- 
trease  during  the  six  last  years  has  been  at 
he  rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent,  per  annum, 
(apposing  it  to  continue  in  the  same  ratio,  at 
he  end  of  a  litOe  more  than  fbar  years  the 


tal  one  hundred  millions  dollars  Whilst 
the  population  of  the  United  States  increases 
only  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  increase 
of  the  demand  for  the  public  lands  is  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent.,  fumishinij  an- 
other evidence  that  the  progress  of  emigra- 
tion, and  the  activity  of  sales,  have  not  been 
checked  by  the  price  demanded  by  govern- 
ment. 

In  whatever  light,  therefore,  this  great  sub 
ject  is  viewed,  the  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
from  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  whose  benefit  they  are  now  held,  to  the 
people  inhabiting  the  new  states,  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  momentous  measure  ever 
f resented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
f  such  a  measure  could  find  any  justification, 
it  must  arise  out  of  some  radical  and  incu- 
rable defect  in  the  construction  of  the  general 
government  proporljr  to  administer  the  public 
domain.  But  the  existence  of  any  such  defect 
is  contradicted  by  the  most  successful  experi- 
ence. No  branch  of  the  public  service  has 
evinced  more  system,  uniformity,  and  wisdom, 
or  given  more  general  satisfaction,  than  that 
of  the  administration  of  the  public  lands. 

If  the  proposed  cession  to  the  new  states 
wore  to  be  made  at  a  fair  price,  such  as  the 
general  government  could  obtain  from  indi- 
vidual purchasers  under  the  present  system, 
there  would  be  no  motive  for  it,  unless  the  new 
states  are  more  competent  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands  than  the  common  j^vcmmcnt. 
They  are  now  sold  under  one  uniform  plan, 
regulated  and  controlled  by  a  single  legislative 
authority,  and  the  practical  operation  is  per- 
fectly understood.     If  they  were  transferred 
to  the  new  states,  the  subsequent  disposition 
would  be  according  to  laws  emanating  from 
various  legislative  sources.  Competition  would 
probably  arise  between  the  new  states  in  the 
terms  which  they  would  offer  to  purchasers. 
Each  state  would  be  desirous  of  inviting  the 
greatest  number  of  emigrants,  not  only  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  populating  rapidly  its  own 
territories,  but  with  the  view  to  the  acquisi* 
tion  of  funds  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments to  tho  general  govemn>cnt.     Collisions 
between  the  states  would  probably  arLie,  and 
their    injurious  consequences  may  bo    ima- 
gined.   A    spirit  of   hazardous    speculation 
would  be  engendered.    Various  schemes  in 
the  new  states  would  be  put  afloat  to  sell  or 
divide  the  public  lands.    Companies  and  com- 
binations would  be  formed  in  this  country,  if 
not  in  foreign  countries,  presenting  gigantic 
and  tempting,  but  delusive  projects ;  and  the 
history  of  legislation,  in  some  of  the  states  of 
the  l/nion,  admonishes  us  that  a  too  ready 
ear  is  sometimes  given  by  a  majority,  in  a 
legislative  assembly,  to  such  projects. 

A  decisive  objection  to  such  a  transfer  for  a 
fair  equivalent,  is,  that  it  would  establish  a 
new  and  dangerous  relation  between  the  gene« 
ral  gOYemment  and  the  new  states.  In  abol- 
ishing the  oredit  which  had  been  allowed  to 
parohasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the 
noome  would  be  doubled,  and  make^tiie  oapt- 1  year  1890,  Oongress  was  ptiivc\\«3iii  %^«ci^s^ 
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hy  the  oonsideration  of  tiie  inexpediency  and 
hazard  of  accumulating  a  large  amount  of 
debt  in  the  new  BtateSi  all  bordering  on  each 
other.  Such  an  accumulation  was  deemed 
unwise  and  unsafe.  It  presented  a  new  bond 
of  interest,  of  sympathy,  and  of  union,  par^ 
tially  operating  to  the  possible  prejudice  of 
the  common  bond  of  the  whole  Union.  But 
that  debt  was  a  debt  due  from  individuals, 
and  it  was  attended  with  this  encouraginjg  se- 
curity, that  purchasers,  as  they  successively 
completed  the  payments  for  their  lands,  would 
naturally  be  disposed  to  aid  the  government 
m  enforcing  payment  from  delinquents.  The 
project  which  tne  committee  are  now  consider- 
ing is,  to  sell  to  the  states,  in  their  sovereign 
character,  and,  consequently,  to  render  them 
pnblic  debtors  to  the  general  government  to 
an  immense  amount.  This  would  inevitably, 
create  between  the  debtor  states  a  common 
feeling,  and  a  common  interest,  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  Those  states  are  all  in 
the  western  and  southwestern  quarter  of  the 
Union,  remotest  from  the  centre  of  federal 
power.  The  debt  would  be  felt  as  a  load 
from  which  they  would  constantly  be  desirous 
to  relieve  themselves;  and  it  would  operate 
as  a  strong  temptation,  weakening,  if  not  dan- 
gerous to  uie  existing  confederacy.  The  com- 
mittee have  the  most  animating  hopes,  and 
the  greatest  confidence  in  the  strcn^h  and 
power  and  durability  of  our  happy  Union; 
and  the  attachment  and  warm  afi'ection  of 
every  member  of  the  confederacy  cannot  be 
doubted  ;  but  we  have  authority  higher  than 
human,  for  the  instruction,  that  it  is  wise 
to  avoid  all  temptation. 

In  the  state  of  Illinois,  with  a  population,  at 
the  last  census,  of  157,445,  there  are  31.395,669 
acres  of  public  land,  including  that  part 
on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  to  be  extin- 

fuished.  If  we  suppose  it  to  bo  worth  only 
alf  the  minimum  price,  it  would  amount  to 
$19,622,480.  How  would  that  state  be  able 
to  pay  such  an  enormous  debt  ?  How  could  it 
pay  even  the  annual  interest  upon  it  ? 

Supposing  the  debtor  states  to  fail  to  com- 
ply with  their  engagements,  in  what  mode 
could  they  be  enforccMl  by  the  general  govern- 
ment? In  treaties  between  ir4epcndent  na- 
tions, the  ultimate  remedy  is  well  known. 
The  apprehension  of  an  appeal  to  thnt  remedy, 
seconamg  the  sense  of  justice  and  the  regard 
for  character  which  prevail  among  Christian 
and  civilized  nations,  constitutes,  generally, 
adequate  security  for  the  performance  of  na- 
tional compacts.  But  this  last  remedy  would 
be  totally  inadmissible  in  case  of  delinquency 
on  the  part  of  the  debtor  states.  The  rela- 
tions between  the  general  government  and  the 
members  of  the  confederacy  are  happily  those 
of  peace,  friendship,  and  fraternity,  and  cx- 
cluae  all  idea  of  lorco  and  war.  Could  the 
judiciary  coen^e  the  debtor  states?  On  what 
-could  their  process  operate?  Could  the  pro- 
perty of  innocent  citizens,  residiuj^  within  the 
limits  of  those  states,  be  justly  seized  bv  the 
geDsral  goremmisnt,  and  held  responsibfe  for 


debts  contracted  by  the  states  themselves  in 
their  sovereien  character  ?  If  a  mortgage  upon 
the  lands  ceded  were  retained,  that  mortgags 
would  prevent  or  retard  subsequent  sales  by 
the  states ;  and  if  individuiJs  bought,  subject 
to  the  encumbrance,  a  parental,  government 
could  never  resort  to  the  painful  measure  of 
disturbing  them  in  their  possessions. 

Delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  states 
would  be  inevitable,  and  there  would  be  no 
effectual  remedy  for  the  delinquency.  They 
would  come  again  and  again  to  Congress,  soli- 
citing time  and  indulgence,  until,  miding  the 
weight  of  the  debt  intolerable,  Congress,  wca- 
riedby  reiterated  applications  for  relief,  woaM 
finally  resolve  to  spunge  the  debt ;  or,  if  Con- 
gress attempted  to  enforce  its  payment,  an- 
other and  a  worse  alternative  would  be  em- 
braced. 

If  the  proposed  cession  be  made  for  a  price 
merely  nominal,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
express  conditions  of  the  original  cessions  from 
primitive  states  to  Congress,  and  contrary  to 
the  obligations  which  the  general  eovemment 
stands  under  to  the  whole  people  of  these 
United  States,  arising  out  of  the  fact  that  the 
.acquisitions  of  Louii^iana  and  Florida,  and 
from  Georgia,  were  obtained  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, borne  from  the  common  treasure,  and 
incurred  fur  the  common  benefit.  Such  a  grsr 
tuitous  cession  could  not  be  made  without  a 
positive  violation  of  a  solemn  trust,  and  with- 
out manifest  injustice  to  the  old  states.  And 
its  inequality  among  the  new  states  would  be 
as  marked  as  its  injustice  to  the  old  would  be 
indefensible.  Thus  Missouri,  with  a  popular 
tion  of  140,455,  would  acquire  38,292,151 
acres ;  and  the  state  of  Ohio,  with  a  popular 
tion  of  935,884,  would  obtain  only  5,586.834 
acres.  Supposing  a  division  of  the  land 
among  the  citizens  of  those  two  states,  re- 
spectively, the  citizen  of  Ohio  would  obtain 
less  than  six  acres  for  his  share,  and  the  citi- 
zen of  Missouri  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  as  his  proportion. 

Uj)on  full  and  thorough  consideration,  the 
committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  inexpedient  either  to  reduce  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  or  to  cede  them  to  the  new 
states.  They  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
sound  policy  coincides  with  the  duty  which 
has  devolved  on  the  general  government  to 
the  whole  of  the  states,  and  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  the  Union,  and  eijoins  the  preser- 
vation of  the  existing  system,  as  haying  been 
triea  and  approved  after  long  and  triumphant 
experience.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
traordinary financial  prosperity  which  the 
United  States  enjoy,  the  question  merits  ex- 
amination, whether,  whilst  the  general  govern- 
ment steadily  retains  the  control  of  this  great 
national  resource  in  its  own  hands,  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  tlie  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  no  longer  needed 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government, 
may  not  be  beneficially  appropriated  to  boom 
other  objects  for  a  limited  time.    ^     ,  . 

GovemmentSi  no  more  than  indmdaftlv 
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phoald  l>e  seduced  or  intokioated  by  proepe- 
ritj,  howerer  flattering  or  ^preat  it  may  oe. 
The  ooantrr  now  li^pilj  o^jojs  it  in  a  most 
tinezamplea  denee.  we  have  abundant  rea- 
son to  be  grateful  for  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  plenty,  and  freedom  from  debt  But  we 
must  be  forgetful  of  ail  history  and  experi- 
ence if  we  indulge  the  delusive  hope  that  we 
shall  always  be  exempt  from  oalamiQr  and  re- 
Teraes.  l^asons  of  national  adversity,  of  suf- 
fering, and  of  war,  will  assuredly  come.  A 
wise  government  should  expect  and  pronde 
for  ti^em.  Instead  of  wasting  or  squandering 
its  resources  in  a  period  or  general  proepe- 
rity,  it  should  husband  and  cherish  them  for 
those  times  of  trial  and  difficulty  which,  in 
the  dispensations  of  Providence,  may  be  cer- 
tainly anticipated.  Entertaining  these  views, 
and,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  ihe  public 
lands  are  not  wanted  for  ordinary  revenue, 
which  will  be  abundantly  supplied  from  the 
imposts,  the  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  an  appropriation  of  tiiem  be  made 
to  some  other  purpose,  for  a  limited  time, 
subject  to  be  resumed  in  the  contingency  of 
wftr.  Should  such  an  event  unfortunately 
occur,  the  fund  may  be  withdrawn  from  its 
peaoefiil  destination,  and  applied,  in  aid  of 
other  means,  to  the  vijgorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and^  aflerwarcS,  to  the  payment  of 
any  debt  which  may  be  contracts  in  conse- 
quence of  its  existence.  And,  when  peace 
shall  be  acain  restored,  and  the  debt  of  the 
new  war  shall  have  been  extinguished,  the 
fond  maybe  again  appropriated  to  some  fit 
olgeet  other  tMn  that  ot  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  government.  Thus  may  this  irreat 
resource  be  preserved,  and  rendered  suoser- 
yient,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  states  composing  the  Union. 
The  inquiry  remains,  what  ought  to  be  the 
specific  application  of  the  fund  under  the  re- 
striction stated  ?  After  deducting  the  ten  per 
Cent,  proposed  to  be  set  apart  for  the  now 
states,  a  portion  of  the  committee  would  have 
preferred  that  the  residue  should  be  applied 
to  the  objects  of  internal  improvement,  and 
colonization  of  the  free  blacks,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  general  government  But  a 
m^joribr  of  the  committee  believes  it  better, 
as  an  alternative  for  the  scheme  of  cession  to 
new  states,  and  as  being  most  likely  to  ^ve 
general  satisfaction,  that  the  residue  be  di- 
vided among  the  twenty-four  states,  according 
to  their  federal  representative  ^pulation,  to 
be  applied  to  education,  internal  improvement, 
or  colonization,  or  to  the  redemption  of  any 
existing  debt  contracted  for  internal  ixnprove- 
ments,  as  each  state,  jud^^  for  itself;  shall 
deem  most  conformable  with  its  own  interests 
and  policy.  Assuming  the  annual  product  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  be  three  mil- 
lions of  doUars,  the  table  hereto  annexed, 
markel  C,  shows  what  each  state  would  be 
cmtitled  to  receive,  according  to  the  principle 
of  ^division  which  has  been  staled,  in  oraer 
that  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  appropria- 
tldb'shoald  again,  at  a  day  nM  very  far  dis-  i 


tint,  be  brought  under  the  review  of  Con- 
l^ress,  the  committee  would  recommend  that 
it  be  limited  to  a  period  of  five  years,  subject 
to  the  condition  of  war  not  breaking  out  in 
the  mean  time.  By  an  appropriation  so  ro- 
strieted  as  to  time,  each  state  will  be  enabled 
to  estimate  the  probable  extent  of  its  propor- 
tion, and  to  adapt  its  measures  of  education, 
improvement,  or  colonization,  or  extinction  of 
existing  debt,  accordingly. 

In  conformity  with  the  views  and  princir 
pies  which  the  committee  have  now  submitted, 
they  be^  leave  to  report  the  accompanying 
bilC  entitied  '*An  act  to  appropriate,  tor  a 
limited  time,  the  proceeds  or  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Extract  frox  the  Report  of  Mr.  Grundt> 
OF  Tbnnrssee,  made  January  31,  1840 : 

"  But  if  ithe  proceeds  of  land  sales,  and  the 
income  of  the  ^vemmcnt  from  other  sources, 
are  to  be  considered  different  funds,  and  one 
can  be  applied  to  purposes  to  which  the  other 
cannot,  wnat  will  be  the  practical  result? 
That  tiie  United  States  can  purchase  lands 
with  the  revenue  raised  from  duties  on  im- 
ports, has  never  been  doubted.  Out  of  those 
means  has  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  been 
paid  for,  and  numerous  purchases  made  of  the 
Indians.  Can  it  Ije  niamtaincd  that  tiie  mo- 
ney with  which  these  purchases  were  made 
could  not  be  distributed  amons  the  states  for 
the  objects  contemplated,  but  that  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  same  property 
may  be  ?  Can  the  nature  of  the  public  money 
be  altered  by  beln^  invested  in  lands,  and 
then  replaced  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  ?  If 
so,  the  United  States  have  onlv  to  convert  their 
money  into  lands,  and  their  lands  into  money 
again,  to  acquire  a  power  over  the  public  reve- 
nue which  is  not  given  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. At  this  moment  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  customs,  is,  in  fact,  invested  in 
public  lands.  If  the  cost  of  Louisiana  and  the 
Floridas  be  included,  the  public  lands  have 
not  refunded  the  amount  paid  for  their  acqui- 
sition and  preparation  for  sale,  by  a  large 
amount ;  and  if  the  principle  were  now  intro- 
duced, that  the  proceeds  ot  land  sales  may  be 
given  to  the  states,  although  ihQ  money  paid 
for  them  could  not,  we  should  see  a  eross  in- 
consistency adopted  in  the  practice  of  our  go- 
vernment, the  results  of  wnich  it  would  be 
impossible  to  foresee.  In  every  view  we  take 
of  the  subject,  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  power  which  Confess 
possesses  over  the  revenue  which  arises  from 
customs  and  the  money  received  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and  to  construe  a 
difference  out  of  the  language  used  in  the  com- 
pact of  cession,  would  be  to  defeat  the  veiy 
olject  for  which  that  language  was  employeo. 
The  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  conditions 
annexed  to  the  cessions  were  evidently  to  make 
the  lands  common  property,  and  their  pro- 
ceeds a  revenue  to  be  applied  to  general  v^t- 
potee,  precisely  Uke  IbaX  QLm^^lt^\si  ^  ^:^«t 
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The  Committee  on  Mannfaoturoa  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inojaire  into  t)ie 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  public 
lands,  and  of  ceding  them  to  the  several  states 
within  which  they  are  situated,  on  reasonable 
terms.  Far  from  desiring  to  assume  tlio  duty 
involved  in  this  important  inquiry,  it  is  known 
to  the  Senate  that  a  majority  of  the  committee 
was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  have  been 
referred  to  some  other  committee.  But,  as 
the  Senate  took  a  different  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, the  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  felt 
bound  to  acquiesce  in  its  decision ;  and,  hav- 
ing bestowed  on  the  whole  subject  the  best 
consideration  in  their  power,  now  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiries and  reflections. 

The  public  lands  belonging  to  the  general 
government  are  situated,  Ist,  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  as  defined  by  the  treaty 
of  peace  which  terminated  the  revolutionary 
war;  and,  2dly,  within  the  boundaries  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  as  ceded  by  France 
and  Spain,  respectively,  to  the  United  States. 

Ist.  At  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  there  were  in  some  of  the  states 
large  bodies  of  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands*,  principally  west  of  the  Allegnany  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  Suuthem  and  Southwestern 
quarters  of  the  Union,  whilst  in  others,  of  more 
circumscribed  or  better  defined  limits,  no  such 
resource  existed.  During  the  progress  of  that 
war,  the  question  was  agitatcu,  What  should 
be  done  with  these  lands  in  tlie  event  of  its 
successful  termination?  That  (question  was 
likely  to  lead  to  paralyzing  divisions  and  jeal- 
ousies. The  states  not  containin'?  unv  con- 
siderablo  quantity  of  waste  lands  contended 
that,  as  the  war  was  waged  with  united  means, 
with  equal  sacrifices,  and  at  the  common 
expense,  the  waste  lands  oueht  to  be  coTi>iiiored 
as  a  common  property,  and  not  1)0  exclusively 
appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  the  particular 
states  within  which  they  happened  to  be 
situated.  These,  however,  resisted  the  claim, 
upon  the  ground  tliat  each  state  was  entitled 
to  the  whole  of  the  territory,  whether  waste  or 
cultivated,  included  within  its  chartered  limits. 
To  che<^k  the  progress  of  discontent,  and  arrest 
the  serious  conscijuences  to  which  the  agita- 
tion of  this  question  might  lead,  Congress  re- 
commended to  the  states  to  make  liberal  ces- 
sions of  the  waste  and  unseated  lands  to  the 
United  States ;  and,  on  the  10th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 17S0,  •'llesolved.  That  the  unappropriated 
lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  reliu<(uisned  to 
the  United  States,  by  any  ])articular  stote, 
pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
uf  the  Gth  of  September  last,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United 
States,"  &c. 

In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  the  several  states  containing  waste 
and  uncultivated  lands  made  cessions  of  them  { 
to  the  United  States.  The  declared  oljject 
having  been  substantially  the  same  in  all  of 
these  cessions,  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert 
to  the  termB  of  some  or  them.    The  first,  in 


order  of  time,  was  that  of  Xew  York,  made  on 
the  let  day  of  March,  1781,  by  ita  delegation 
in  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state ;  and  the  terms  of  the 
deed  of  cession  expressly  provide  that  the 
ceded  lands  and  territories  were  to  be  held, 
'*  to  and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  states  as  are,  or  shall  become,  parties 
to  the  Articles  of  Confederation."  That  of  Vir- 
ginia was  the  next  in  date,  but  by  far  the 
most  important  of  all  the  cessions  made  by  the 
different  states,  both  as  respects  tiie  extent 
and  value  of  the  country  ceaed.  It  compre- 
hended the  right  of  that  commonwealth  to  the 
vast  territory  northwest  of  tlie  river  Ohio,  em- 
bracing, but  not  confined  to  the  limits  of,  the 
present  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
The  deed  of  cession  was  executed  by  the  dele- 
gation of  Virginia  in  Congress,  in  1784,  agree- 
ably to  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in 
1783 ;  and,  among  other  conditions,  the  deed 
explicitly  declares  "  that  all  the  lands  within 
the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any 
of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed 
of  in  l>ounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States,  as  have  become,  or  shall  be- 
come, members  of  the  Confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  and  l)ona  fide  disposed 
of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatever."  Passing  by  the  ces- 
sions which  other  states,  prompted  by  a  mag- 
nanimous spirit  of  union  and  patriotism,  suc- 
ccssivelv  made,  we  come  to  the  last  in  the 
scries,  that  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  1802. 
The  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  entered 
into  between  tliat  state  and  the  United  States, 
among  various  other  conditions,  containe<l  the 
unc([uivocal  declaration  ''that  all  the  lands 
ceded  by  this  agreement  to  the  United  States 
shall,  after  satisfying  the  above-mentioned 
payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  and 
the  grants  recognised  by  the  prece<ling  condi- 
tions, be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia 
included,  and  shall  be  faithfully  disIx^sed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatever." 

Thus,  by  the  clear  and  positive  terms  of 
these  acts  of  cessi(»n,  was  a  great,  public, 
national  trust  created  and  assumed  by  the 
general  government.  It  become  solemnly 
bound  to  hold  and  mlminister  the  lands  celled, 
as  a  e<»minou  fund  for  the  use  an<l  benefit  of 
all  the  state*,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever.  To  waste  or  misapply  this  fund, 
or  to  divert  it  from  the  common  benefit  for 
which  it  was  conveyed,  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  trust.  The  general  government  hus  no 
more  |K)wer,  rightfully,  to  cede  the  lands  thus 
acquired  to  one  of  the  new  states,  withtiut  a 
fair  ei[uivaleut,  than  it  could  retrucede  them 
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to  the  state  or  states  from  which  they  were 
originally  obtained.  ^  There  would  indeed  be 
moch  more  eouity  in  the  latter  than  in  the 
former  case.  Aor  is  the  moral  responsibility 
of  the  general  government  at  all  wc^ened  by 
the  consideration  that,  if  it  were  so  unmindful 
of  its  duty  as  to  disre^urd  the  sacred  character 
of  the  trust,  there  might  be  no  competent 
power,  peacefully  applied,  which  could  coerce 
Its  faithful  execution. 

2d,  The  other  source  whence  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  have  been  acquired, 
are,  Ist,  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  concluded  in 
180J2;  and,  secondly,  the  treaty  of  Florida, 
signed  in  1809.  By  the  first,  all  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  known  as  Louisiana,  which  had 
successively  belonged  to  France,  Spain,  and 
France  again,  including  the  island  of  New 
Orleans,  and  stretching  east  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Perdido,  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  which  they  stipulated  to 
pay,  and  have  since  punctually  paid,  to 
France,  besides  other  conditions  deemed  favor- 
able and  important  to  her  interests.  By  the 
treaty  of  Florida,  both  the  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  whether  any  portion  of 
them  was  or  was  not  actually  comprehended 
within  the  true  limits  of  Louisiana,  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  in  consideration,  besides 
other  things,  of  the  payment  of  five  millions 
of  dollars,  which  they  agreed  to  pay,  and  have 
since  accordingly  paid. 

The  large  pecuniary  considerations  thus 
paid  to  these  two  foreign  powers  were  drawn 
from  the  treasury  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  and,  consequently,  the  countries  for 
which  they  formed  the  equivalents  ought  to 
be  held  and  deemed  for  tiie  common  ^nefit 
of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States.  To 
divert  the  lands  from  that  general  object ;  to 
misapply  or  sacrifice  them;  to  sauandcr  or 
improvidently  cast  them  away,  would  be  alike 
subversive  of  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  contrary  to  the  plain  dic- 
tates of  the  duty  by  which  the  general  govern- 
ment stands  bound  to  the  states  and  to  the 
i|hole  people. 

Before  proceeding  to  perform  the  specific 
duty  assigned  to  the  committee  by  the  Senate, 
they  had  thought  it  desirable  to  exhibit  some 

funeral  views  of  Uiis  great  national  resource, 
or  that  purpose,  a  c^l,  through  the  Senate, 
for  information,  has  been  made  upon  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  the  government.  A  report 
has  not  yet  been  made ;  but,  as  the  committee 
are  desirous  of  avoiding  any  delay,  not  alto- 
gether indispensable,  they  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  report  from  a  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
under  aate  the  6th  April,  1832,  and  of  such 
other  information  as  was  accessible  to  them. 

From  that  report,  it  appears  that  the  aggre- 
gate of  all  sums  of  money  which  have  wen 
expended  by  the  United  States  in  the  acquisi- 
tbn  of  the  public  lands,  inolnding  interest  on 
aoooont  of  the  purchases  of  Lcmisiana  and 


and  including  also  expenses  in  their  sale  and 
management,  is  $48,077,551.40 ;  and  that  the 
amount  of  money  received  at  the  treasury  for 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1831,  is  $37,272,713.31. 
The  government,  therefore,  has  not  been  reim- 
bursed by  $10,804,838.90.  According  to  tlie 
same  report,  it  appears  that  the  estimated 
amount  of  unsold  lands,  on  which  the  foreign 
and  Indian  titles  have  been  extinguished,  is 
227,293,884  acres,  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
states  and  territories ;  and  that  the  Indian  title 
remains  on  113,577,869  acres  within  the  same 
limits.  That  there  have  been  granted  to  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  for  internal 
improvements,  2,187,665  acres;  for  colleges^ 
academies,  and  universities,  in  the  new  states 
and  territories,  the  quantity  of  508,009 ;  for 
education,  being  the  thirtv-sixth  part  of  the 
public  lands  approj)riated  for  common  schools, 
the  amount  of  7,9o2,538  acres ;  and  for  seats 
of  government  in  some  of  the  new  states  and 
territories,  21,589  acres.  By  a  rejwrt  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  com- 
municated to  Congress  with  the  annual  mes« 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
D^ember,  lb27,  the  total  quantity  of  the 
public  lands,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
new  states  and  territories,  was  estimated  to 
be  750,000,000.  The  aggre^te,  therefore,  of 
all  the  unsold  and  unappiropnated  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  surveyed  and  unsurveyed, 
on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  or  has  been 
extinguished,  lying  within  and  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  new  states  and  territories, 
agreeably  to  the  two  reports  now  referred 
to,  is  1,090,871,753  acres.  There  has  been 
138,983,224  acres  surveyed,  and  the  quantity 
only  of  19,239,412  acres  sold  up  to  the  Ist 
January,  1826.  When  the  information  called 
for  shall  be  received,  the  subseqaent  surveys 
and  sales  up  to  the  present  period  will  be  as- 
certained. 

The  committee  are  instructed  by  the  Senate 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  also  of  ceding 
them  to  the  several  states  in  which  they  are 
situated,  on  reasonable  terms.  The  committee 
will  proceed  to  examine  these  two  subjects  of 
inquiry  distinctly,  beginning  first  with  that 
which  relates  to  a  reduction  of  price. 

1.  According  to  the  existing  mode  of  selling 
the  public  lands,  they  are  first  offered  at 
pubbc  auction  for  what  they  will  bring  in  a 
free  and  fair  competition  among  the  pur- 
chasers; when  the  public  sales  cease,  the 
lands  remaining  unsold  may  be  bought,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  established  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  The  price  was 
reduced  to  that  sum  in  1820,  from  $2  per  aorOt 
at  which  it  had  previously  stood  from  the  first 
establishment  ot  the  present  system  of  selling 
public  lands.  A  leading  consideration  vrith 
Congress,  in  the  reduction  of  the  price,  was 
that  of  substituting  cash  sales  for  tne  credits 
which  had  been  berore  allowed,  and  which,  on 
many  accounts,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish.  A  further  redaction  of  the  price,  if 
nailed  for  Hv  the  nablio  initens^  VB^ri^\f^ 
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quired,  either,  Ist,  Because  the  government 
now  demands  more  than  a  fair  price  for  the 
public  lands ;  or,  2dlj,  Because  the  existing 
price  retards,  injuriously,  the  settlement  and 
population  of  the  now  states  and  territories. 
These  sug^tions  deserve  separate  and  serious 
considerations. 

1.  The  committee  possess  no  means  of  de- 
termining the  exact  value  of  all  the  public 
lands  now  in  market ;  nor  is  it  material,  at  the 
present  time,  that  the  precise  worth  of  each 
township  or  section  snould  be  accurately 
known.  It  is  presumable  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  immense  quantity  offered  to  sale, 
or  held  by  the  United  States,  would  not  now 
command,  and  may  not  be  intrinsically  worth, 
the  minimum  price  fixed  bv  law ;  on  tlie  other 
hand,  it  is  certain  that  a  farge  part  ia  worth 
more.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimination 
made,  and  the  government  had  any  motive  to 
hasten  the  sales  beyond  the  regular  demands 
of  the  population,  it  might  bo  proper  to  estab- 
lish dincrent  rates,  according  to  the  classes  of 
land ;  but  the  government,  having  no  induce- 
ment to  such  acceleration,  has  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded on  the  liberal  policy  of  establishing  a 
moderate  price,  and  by  subdivisions  of  the 
sections,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  poorer 
citizens,  has  placed  the  acquisition  of  a  home 
within  the  reach  of  every  industrious  man. 
For  $100  any  one  may  now  purchase  eighty, 
or  for  §50,  forty  acres  of  first-rate  land,  yield- 
ing, with  proper  cultivation,  from  fifty  to  eighty 
bushels  01  Indian  com  per  acre,  or  other  equi- 
valent crops. 

There  is  no  more  satisfactory  criterion  of 
the  fairness  of  the  price  of  an  article  than  that 
arising  from  the  brinknoss  of  sales  when  it  is 
offered  in  the  market.  On  applying  this  rule, 
the  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  irresistible, 
that  the  established  price  is  not  too  high.  The 
amount  of  the  sales  in  tlie  year  1828,  was 
$1,018,308.75;  in  1820,  §1,517,175.13;  in  1830, 
$2,320,350.14:  and,  during  the  year  1831, 
$3,000,000.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury observes  in  his  annual  report,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  that  "  the  receipts 
from  the  public  lands,  during  the  present  year, 
it  will  be  perceived,  have  likewise  exceeded 
tlie  estimates,  and  indeed  have  gone  beyond 
all  former  example.  It  is  believed  that,  not- 
withstanding the  large  amount  of  scrip  and 
forfeited  land  stock  that  may  still  be  absorbed 
in  payment  for  lands,  yet,  if  the  surveys  now 
projected  be  completed,  the  receipts  from  this 
source  of  revenue  will  not  fall  greatly  below 
those  of  the  present  year."  And  ho  estimates 
tJie  receipts  during  the  current  year,  from  this 
suurce,  at  three  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  in- 
credible to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  sales 
would  have  risen  to  so  large  a  sum  if  the  price 
had  been  unreasonably  high.  The  committee 
are  aware  that  the  annual  receipts  may  be 
expected  to  fluctuate,  as  fresh  lands,  in  favorite 
districts,  are  brought  into  market,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  activity  or  sluggishness  of  emigra- 
tion in  different  years. 

Against  any  considerable  redaction  of  the 


price  of  the  pnblio  lands,  nnless  it  be  neces- 
sary to  a  more  rapid  population  of  the  new 
states,  which  will  be  hereafter  examined,  there 
are  weighty,  if  not  decisive  considerations. 

1 .  The  government  is  the  proprietor  of  much 
the  largest  quantity  of  the  unseated  lands  of  the 
United  States.  What  it  has  in  market,  bears 
a  large  proportion  to  the  whole  of  the  occupied 
lands  withm  their  limits.    If  a  considerable 

Quantity  of  any  article,  land  or  any  commo- 
ity  whatever,  is  in  market,  the  price  at  which 
it  is  sold  will  affect,  in  some  degree,  the  value 
of  the  whole  of  that  article,  whether  exposed 
to  sale  or  not.  The  influence  of  a  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  proba- 
bly be  felt  throughout  the  Union ;  certainly 
in  all  the  Western  States,  and  most  in  those 
which  contain,  or  are  nearest  to,  the  publio 
lands.  There  ought  to  be  the  most  cogent 
and  conclusive  reasons  for  adopting  a  mei^ 
sure  which  might  seriously  impair  the  value 
of  the  property  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country. 
Whilst  it  is  decidedly  the  most  important  class 
in  the  community,  most  patient,  patriotic,  and 
acquiescent  in  whatever  public  policy  is  pur* 
sued,  it  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  resort  to 
those  means  of  union  and  concert  which  other 
interests  employ  to  make  themselves  heard  and 
respected.  Government  should,  therefore,  feel 
itself  constantly  bound  to  guard,  with  sedulous 
care,  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  great  body 
of  our  yeomanry.  Would  it  be  iust  towardfs 
those  who  have*  heretofore  purchased  publio 
lands  at  higher  prices,  to  say  nothing  as  to 
the  residue  of  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  such  a  reduction,  and 
thereby  impair  the  value  of  their  property? 
Ought  not  any  such  plan  of  reduction,  if 
adopted,  to  be  accompanied  with  compensa- 
tion for  the  injury  which  they  would  inoita- 
bly  sustain  ? 

2.  A  material  reduction  of  price  would  ox- 
cite  and  stimulate  the  spirit  of  speculation, 
now  dormant,  and  probably  lead  to  a  transfer 
of  vast  quantities  of  the  public  domain  from 
the  control  of  government  to  tlie  hands  of  the 
speculator.  At  the  existing  price,  and  with 
such  extensive  districts  as  the  public  con- 
stantly offers  in  the  market,  there  is  no  great 
temptation  to  speculation.  The  demand  is 
regular,  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of 
emigration,  and  is  supplied  on  known  and 
moderate  terms.  If  the  price  were  much  re- 
duced, the  strongest  incentives  to  engrossment 
of  the  better  lands  would  be  presented  to  large 
capitalists  :  and  the  emigrant,  instead  of  being 
able  to  purchase  from  his  own  government 
upon  uniform  and  established  conditions, 
might  be  compelled  to  give  much  higher  and 
more  fluctuating  prices  to  the  s]>eculator.  An 
illustration  of  this  effect  is  afforded  by  the 
militarv  lH')unty  lands  granted  during  the  late 
war.  'thrown  into  market  at  prices  IkjIow  the 
government  rate,  they  notoriously  became  an 
object  of  speculation,  and  have  principally  fall- 
en into  the  hands  of  speculators,  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  districts  which  include  them. 

3.  The  greatest  emigration  that  is  believed 
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now  to  take  plaoe  from  any  of  the  states,  is 
from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  The 
effects  of  a  material  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  would  be,  first,  to  lessen  the 
value  of  real  estate  in  those  three  states; 
secondly,  to  diminish  their  interest  in  the 

Eublic  domain,  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
enefit  of  all  the  states ;  and,  thirdly,  to  ofier 
what  would  operate  as  a  bounty  to  further 
emigration  from  those  states,  occasioning  more 
and  more  lands,  situated  within  them,  to  be 
thrown  into  the  market,  thereby  not  only  less- 
ening the  value  of  their  lands,  but  draining 
them  both  of -their  population  and  currency. 

And,  lastly,  Oonmss  has,  within  a  few 
years,  made  large  and  liberal  grants  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  several  states.  To  Ohio,  922,937 
acres ;  to  Indiana,  384,728  acres ;  to  Illinois, 
480,000  acres;  and  to  Alabama,  400,000 
acres;  amounting,  together,  to  2,187,065 
acres.  Considerable  portions  of  these  lands 
yet  remain  unsold.  The  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  generally,  would 
impair  the  value  of  those  grants,  as  well  as 
injuriously  affect  that  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  sold  m  virtue  of  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  inferred  and  con- 
tended, from  the  large  amount  of  public  land 
remaining  unsold,  after  having  been  so  long 
exposed  to  sale,  that  the  price  at  which  it  is 
held  is  too  hi^h.  But  this  apparent  tardiness 
is  satisfactorily  explained  bv  the  immense 
quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been  put 
into  the  market  by  government.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  new  states  have  constantly 
and  urgently  pressed  the  extinction  of  the 
Indian  title  upon  lands  within  their  respec- 
tive limits ;  and,  after  its  extinction,  that  they 
should  be  brought  into  market  as  rapidly  as 
practicable.  The  liberal  policy  of  the  general 
government,  coinciding  with  the  wishes  of  the 
new  states,  has  prompted  it  to  satisfy  the  wants 
of  emi^puits  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  by 
exhibiting  vast  districts  of  land  for  sale  in  all 
the  states  and  territories,  thus  ofibrin^  every 
variety  of  climato  and  situation  to  the  free 
choice  of  settlers.  From  these  causes,  it  has 
resulted  that  the  power  of  emigration  has  been 
totally  incompetent  to  absorb  the  immense 
bodies  of  waste  lands  offered  in  the  market. 
For  the  capacity  to  purchase  is,  after  all, 
limited  by  the  emigration,  and  the  progres- 
sive increase  of  population.  If  the  quantity 
thrown  into  the  market  had  been  quadrupled, 
the  probability  is  that  there  would  not  nave 
been  much  more  annually  sold  than  actually 
has  been.  With  such  extensive  fields  for  se- 
lection before  them,  purchasers,  embarrassed 
as  to  the  choice  which  they  should  make,  are 
sometimes  probably  infiueneed  by  caprice  or 
accidental  causes.  Whilst  the  better  lands 
remain,  those  of  secondary  value  will  not  be 
purchased.  A  judicious  farmer  or  planter 
would  sooner  give  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 

Ser  acre  for  first  rate  land,  than  receive  as  a 
onation  land  of  inferior  quality,  if  he  were 
compelled  to  settle  upon  it. 
It  is  alflo  contended  that  the  price  of  the 


public  land  is  a  tax,  and  that>  at  a  period 
"vdien,  in  consequence  of  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  and  the  financial  prosperitv  of  the 
tlnited  States,  the  government  is  enabled  to 
dispense  with  revenue,  that  tax  oudit  to  be 
reduced,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
sales  be  thereby  diminished.     &  the  first 

Elace,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  if,  as  has  been 
efore  stated,  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  should  stimulate  speculation,  the 
consequence  would  probably  be,  at  least  for 
some  years,  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source.  Should  it  have  the  effect 
of  speculation  supposed,  it  would  probably 
also  retard  the  sotUement  of  the  new  states^ 
by  placing  the  lands  engrossed  by  specular 
tors,  in  anticipation  of  mcreased  value,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  emigrants.  If  it  were  true 
that  the  price  demanded  by  government  ope- 
rated as  a  tax,  the  question  would  still  remain 
whether  that  price  exceeded  the  fair  value  of 
the  land  whicn  emigrants  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing ;  and,  if  it  did  not,  there  would  be 
no  just  ground  for  its* reduction.  And  assum- 
ing it  to  be  a  tax,  it  might  be  proper  to  inquire 
who  pays  the  tax,  the  new  or  the  old  states — 
the  states  that  send  out,  or  the  states  that  re- 
ceive the  emigrants.  In  the  next  place,  re- 
garded as  a  tax,  those  who  have  heretofore 
made  purchases  at  the  higher  rate,  have 
already  paid  the  tax,  and  are  as  much  de- 
serving the  equitable  consideration  of  the 
government  as  those  who  migh^  hereafter  be 
disposed  to  purchase  at  the  reduced  rate.  It 
is  proper  to  add,  that,  by  the  repeal  and  re- 
duction contemplated  of  duties  upon  articles 
of  foreign  import,  subsequent  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands,  as  far  as  they  are  consumers 
of  those  articles,  will  share  in  the  general  re- 
lief, and  will  consequentiy  be  enabled  to  apply 
more  of  their  means  to  the  purchase  of  land. 

But  in  no  reasonable  sense  can  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  be  considered  as  the  imposition  of 
a  tax.  The  government,  in  their  disposal,  acts 
as  a  trustee  for  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  and,  in  that  character,  holds  and  off'ers 
them  in  the  market.  Those  who  want  them 
buy  them,  because  it  is  their  inclination  to 
buy  them.  There  is  no  compulsion  in  the 
case.  The  purchase  is  perfoctij  voluntary, 
like  that  of  any  other  article  which  is  offered 
in  the  market.  In  making  it,  the  purchaser 
looks  exclusively  to  his  own  interest.  The  mo- 
tive of  augmenting  the  public  revenue,  or  any 
other  motive  than  that  of  his  own  advantage, 
never  enters  into  his  consideration.  The  go- 
vernment, therefore,  stands  to  the  purchaser 
in  the  relation  merely  of  the  vendor  of  a 
subject,  which  the  purchaser's  own  welfare 

Srompts  him  to  acquire ;  and,  in  this  respect, 
oes  not  vary  from  the  relation  which  exists 
between  any  private  vendor  of  waste  lands, 
and  the  purchaser  from  him.  Nor  does  the 
use  to  which  the  government  may  think  proper 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  publio 
lanas  give  the  smallest  strength  to  the  idea 
that  the  purchase  of  them  is  tantamount  to  the 
payment  of  a  tax.   The  goremment  may  em^ 
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ploj  thoBO  proceeds  as  a  part  of  its  ordlnarj 
rovenuo,  or  it  may  apply  them  in  any  other 
manner,  consistent  with  the  Constitution, 
which  it  deems  proper.  Reyenue  and  taxar 
tion  are  not  always  rehitiye  terms.  There 
may  be  reyenue  without  taxation.  There  may 
be  taxation  without  reyenue.  There  may  l)e 
sources  of  established  reyenue  which  not  only 
do  not  imply,  but  which  supersede  taxation. 
Is  tlie  consideration  paid  for  land  to  a  priyate 
indiyidual  to  bo  deemed  a  tax,  because  that 
indiyidual  may  happen  to  use  it  as  a  part  of 
his  income  ? 

2.  Is  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  necessary  to  accelerate  the  settle- 
ment and  population  of  the  states  within 
which  they  are  situated?  Those  states  are 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Ulinois,  Missouri,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  If  their  crowth 
has  been  unreasonably  slow  and  tardy,  we 
may  conclude  that  some  fresh  impulse,  such 
as  that  under  consideration,  is  needed.  Prior 
to  the  treaty  of  Grecnyille,  ooncluded  in  1705, 
there  were  but  few  settlements  within  the 
limits  of  t)ie  present  state  of  Ohio.  Princi- 
pally since  that  period,  that  is,  within  a  term 
of  aoout  forty  years,  that  state,  from  a  wilder- 
ness, the  haunt  of  sayages  and  wild  beasts, 
has  risen  into  a  powerful  commonwealth,  con- 
taining, at  this  time,  a  population  of  a  mil- 
lion of  souls,  and  holding  the  third  or  fourtli 
rank  among  the  largest  states  in  the  Union. 
During  tlie  greater  part  of  that  term,  the  mi- 
nimum price  of  the  public  lands  was  two  dol- 
lars per  acre ;  and  of  the  large  quantity  with 
whicn  the  settlement  of  that  state  commenced, 
there  only  remain  to  be  sold  5,586,834  acres. 

The  aggrcf!;ate  population  of  tlie  United 
States,  exclusiye  ot  the  territories,  increased 
from  the  year  1820  to  1830  from  9,579,873  to 
12,716,697.  The  rate  of  the  increase  during 
the  whole  term  of  ten  years,  including  a  frac- 
tion, may  be  stated  at  thirty-three  per  cent. 
The  principle  of  population  is  presumed  to 
haye  full  scope  generally  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Any  state,  therefore,  which 
has  exceeded  or  fallen  short  of  that  rate,  may 
be  fairly  assumed  to  haye  gained  or  lust,  by 
emigration,  nearly  to  the  extent  of  the  excess 
or  deficiency.  From  a  table  accompanying 
tliis  report,  (marked  B),  the  Senate  will  see 
presented  various  interesting  views  of  the  pro- 
gress of  population  in  the  several  states.  In 
that  table,  it  vnll  be  seen  that  each  of  the 
eleven  states  exceeded,  and  each  of  thirteen 
fell  short  of  an  increase  at  tlie  average  rate  of 
thirty-three  per  cent  The  greatest  increase, ' 
during  the  term,  was  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
where  it  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  per 
cent.,  or  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum ;  and  the  least  was  in  Dela- 
ware, where  it  was  less  than  six  per  cent. 
The  seven  states  embracing  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  1,207,165,  and, 
in  1830,  2.238,802,  exhibiting  an  average  in- 
crease of  eighty-five  per  cent.  The  seventeen 
states  containing  no  part  of  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  8|372,707,  and, 


in  1830,  of  10,477,895,  presenting  an  averaee 
increase  of  only  twent^'-five  per  cent.  The 
thirteen  states,  whose  increase,  according  to 
the  table,  was  below  thirty-three  per  cent., 
contained,  in  1820,  a  population  of  5,939,750, 
and,  in  1830,  of  6,96o,6(X),  exhibiting  an  ave* 
rage  increase  of  only  seventeen  per  cent.  The 
increase  of  the  seven  new  states,  upon  a  capi- 
tal which,  at  Uie  commencement  of  the  term, 
was  1,207,165,  has  been  greater  than  that  of 
the  thirteen,  whose  capital  then  was  5,039,750. 
In  three  of  the  eleven  states  (Tennessee, 
Qeorgia,  and  Maine),  whose  population  ex- 
ceeded the  average  increase  of  thirty-three 
per  cent.,  there  were  public  lands  1>elongine 
to  those  states ;  and  in  the  fourth  (New  York) 
the  excess  is  probably  attributable  to  tlie  ra- 
pid growth  01  the  city  of  New  York,  to  waste  • 
lands  in  the  western  part  of  that  state,  and  to 
the  great  development  of  its  vast  resources  by 
means  of  extensive  internal  improvements. 

These  authentic  views  of  tne  progress  of 
population  in  the  seven  new  states  demon- 
strate that  it  is  most  rapid  and  gratifying ; 
that  it  needs  no  such  additional  stimulus  as  a 
further  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands;  nnd  that,  by  preserving  and  perse- 
vering in  the  established  system  for  selling 
them,  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  those 
states,  now  respectable,  may  become  great 
and  powerful  members  of  the  confederacy. 

Complaints  exist  in  the  new  states,  thai 
IsiT^  lx)dies  of  lands,  in  their  respective  terri- 
tories, being  owned  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, are  exempt  from  taxation  to  meet  th« 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  governments, 
and  other  local  charges ;  that  tins  exemption 
continues  for  five  years  af\er  the  sale  or  any 
particular  tract ;  and  that  land  being  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  the  revenue  of  those  states,  an 
undue  share  of  the  burden  of  sustaining  th« 
expenses  of  tlie  state  governments  falls  upon 
the  resident  population.  To  all  these  com- 
plaints, it  may  be  answered  that,  by  volun- 
tary compacts  l)etween  the  new  states  re- 
spectively, and  tlie  general  government,  five 
per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  the  saloa 
of  the  public  lands  included  within  their 
limits  are  appropriated  for  internal  improve- 
ments leading  to  or  within  those  states ;  that 
a  section  of  land  in  each  township,  or  (mo- 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  of  tiie  publie 
lands  embraced  within  their  respective  boun- 
daries, has  been  rcser\'ed  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation ;  and  that  the  policy  of  the  gcnenil 
government  has  been  uniformly  marked  by 
great  liberality  towards  the  new  states,  in 
making  various  and  some  very  extensive 
grants  of  the  public  lands  for  local  purposes. 
But,  in  accordance  with  the  same  spirit  of 
liberality,  the  committee  would  recommend 
an  appropriation  to  each  of  the  seven  states 
referred  to,  of  a  furtlier  sum  of  ton  per  cent, 
on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  that  part 
of  tlie  public  land  which  lies  within  it.  for  ol>> 
jects  of  internal  improvement  in  their  re- 
spective limits.  The  tendency  of  such  aa 
appropriation  will  be  not  only  to  benefit  thoM 
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States,  but  to  enbanee  tlie  valae  of  the  public 
lands  remaining  to  be  sold. 

II.  The  eommittea  have  now  to  proceed  to 
the  other  branch  uf  the  inquirr  which  they 
•were  required  to  make,  that  of  the  expediency 
of  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  several  states 
in  which  they  are  sitoated,  on  reasonable 
terms.  The  inquiry  comprehends,  in  its  con- 
sequences, a  cession  of  tne  whole  public  do- 
main of  the  United  States,  whether  lying 
within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present 
states  and  territories.  For  although,  in  the 
terms  of  the  inquiry,  it  is  limited  to  the  new 
states,  cessions  to  ^em  would  certainly  be 
followed  by  similar  cessions  to  other  new 
states,  as  they  ma^,  from  time  to  time,  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  Three  of  the  present 
territories  have  nearly  attained  the  requisite 
population  entitling  them  to  be  received  as 
members  of  the  confederacy,  and  they  shortly 
will  be  admitted.  Congress  could  not  con- 
sistently avoid  ceding  to  them  the  public 
lands  within  their  limits,  after  having  made 
such  cessions  to  the  other  states.  The  com- 
pact with  the  state  of  Ohio  formed  the  model 
of  compacts  with  all  the  other  new  states  as 
they  were  successively  admitted. 

Whether  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 
public  lands  be  considered  in  the  limited  or 
more  extensive  view  of  it  which  has  been 
stated,  it  is  one  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
demanding  the  most  deliberate  consideration. 
From  the  statements,  founded  on  official  re- 
ports, made  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  re- 
port, it  has  been  seen  that  tne  quantity  of 
unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  states  and  territories  is 
840,871,753  acres,  and  the  quantity  beyond 
those  limits  is  750,000,000,  presenting  an  ag- 
gregate of  1,090,871,753  acres.    It  is  difficudt 
to  conceive  a  question  of  greater  magnitude 
than    that    of  relinquishing    this    immense 
amount  of  national  property.    Estimating  its 
▼alue  according  to  tne  minmium  price,  it  pre- 
sents the  enormous  sum  of  $l,363,589,o91. 
If  it  be  said  that  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
never  command  that  price,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
on  the  other  hand,  that,  as  fresh  lands  are 
brought  into  market  and  exposed  to  sale  at 
public  auction,  many  of  them  sell  at  prices 
exceeding  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
Supposing  the  public  lands  to  be  worth,  on 
the  average,  one^alf  of  the  minimum  price, 
the^  would  still  present  the  immense  sum  of 
f68l,794,845.   The  least  favorable  view  which 
ean  be  taken  of  them  is,  that  of  considering 
them  a  capital  yielding,  at  present,  an  income 
of  three  millions  of  dollars  annually.  Assum- 
ing the  ordinary  rate  of  six  per  cent,  interest 
per  annum  as  the  standard  to  ascertain  the 
ftmount  of  that  capital.,  it  would  be  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.    But  this  income  has  been 
progressively  increasing.     The  average  in- 
etease  during  the  six  last  years  has  Men  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Sapposing  it  to  continue  in  the  same  ratio,  at 
Out  end  of  a  little  more  than  four  years  the 
le  would  bo  doubled,  and  make  Um  oapi- 
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tal  one  hundred  millions  dollars  Whilst 
the  population  of  the  United  States  increases 
only  three  per  cent  per  annum,  the  increase 
of  the  demand  for  the  public  lands  is  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-three  por  cent.,  furnishing  an- 
other evidence  that  tne  progress  of  emigra- 
tion, and  the  activity  of  sales,  have  not  been 
checked  by  the  price  demanded  by  govern* 
ment. 

In  whatever  light,  therefore,  this  great  sub 
ject  is  viewed,  the  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
from  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  whose  benefit  they  are  now  held,  to  the 
people  inhabiting  the  new  states,  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  momentous  measure  dver 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
If  such  a  measure  could  find  an  j  justification, 
it  must  arise  out  of  some  radical  and  incu- 
rable defect  in  the  construction  of  the  general 
government  properly  to  administer  the  publis 
domain.  But  the  existence  of  any  such  defect 
is  contradicted  by  the  most  successful  expert 
ence.  No  branch  of  the  public  service  has 
evinced  more  system,  uniformity,  and  wisdom, 
or  given  more  general  satisfaction,  than  that 
of  Uie  administration  of  the  public  lands. 

If  the  proposed  cession  to  the  new  states 
were  to  be  made  at  a  fair  price,  such  as  the 
general  government  could  obtain  from  indi« 
vidual  purchasers  under  the  present  system, 
there  would  be  no  motive  for  it,  unless  the  new 
states  are  more  competent  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands  than  the  common  ^vcmment. 
They  are  now  sold  under  one  uniform  plan, 
regulated  and  controlled  by  a  single  legislative 
authority,  and  the  practical  operation  is  per- 
fectly understood.     If  they  were  transferred 
to  the  new  states,  the  subsequent  disposition 
would  be  according  to  laws  emanating  from 
various  legislative  sources.  Competition  would 
probably  arise  between  the  new  states  in  the 
terms  which  they  would  offer  to  purchasers. 
Each  state  would  be  desirous  of  inviting  the 
greatest  number  of  emigrants,  not  only  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  populating  rapidly  its  own 
territories,  but  with  the  view  to  the  acquisl* 
tion  of  funds  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments to  the  general  govemnnsnt.    Collisions 
between  the  states  would  probably  arise,  and 
their    injurious  consequences  may  be    ima- 
gined.   A    spirit  of  hazardous    speculation 
would  be  engendered.    Various  schemes  in 
the  new  states  would  be  put  afloat  to  sell  or 
divide  the  publie  lands.    Companies  and  com- 
binations would  be  formed  in  this  country,  if 
not  in  foreign  countries,  presenting  gigantic 
and  tempting,  Imt  delusive  projects ;  and  the 
history  of  legislation,  in  some  of  the  states  of 
the  l/nion,  admonishes  us  that  a  too  ready 
ear  is  sometimes  given  by  a  inajority,  in  a 
legislative  assembly,  to  such  projects. 

A  decisive  objection  to  such  a  transfer  for  a 
fiur  equiTtdent,  is,  that  it  would  establish  a 
new  and  dangerous  relation  between  the  gene* 
ral  government  and  the  new  states.  In  abol* 
ishing  the  credit  which  had  been  allowed  to 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the 
year  1920^  Oongnss  was  prindpaUygofemai 
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hy  the  oonsideration  of  tiie  inexpediency  and 
hazard  of  accumulating  a  large  amount  of 
debt  in  the  new  states,  all  bordering  on  each 
i)ther.  Such  an  accumulation  was  deemed 
unwise  and  unsafe.  It  presented  a  new  bond 
of  interest,  of  sympathy,  and  of  union,  par^ 
tially  operating  to  the  possible  prejudice  of 
the  common  bond  of  the  whole  Union.  But 
that  debt  was  a  debt  due  from  individuals, 
and  it  was  attended  with  this  encouraging  se- 
curity, that  purchasers,  as  they  successively 
completed  the  payments  for  their  lands,  would 
naturally  be  disposed  to  aid  the  government 
\n  enforcing  pavment  from  delinquents.  The 
project  which  the  committee  are  now  consider- 
ing is,  to  sell  to  the  states,  in  their  sovereign 
character,  and,  consequently,  to  render  them 
public  debtors  to  the  genend  government  to 
an  immense  amount.  This  would  inevitably, 
create  between  the  debtor  states  a  common 
feeling,  and  a  common  interest,  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  Those  states  are  all  in 
the  western  and  southwestern  quarter  of  the 
Union,  remotest  from  the  centre  of  federal 
power.  The  debt  would  be  felt  as  a  load 
rrom  which  they  would  constantly  be  desirous 
to  relieve  themselves;  and  it  would  operate 
as  a  strong  temptation,  weakening,  if  not  dan- 
gerous to  tne  existing  confederacy.  The  com- 
mittee have  the  most  animating  hopes,  and 
the  greatest  confidence  in  the  strength  and 
power  and  durability  of  our  happy  union; 
and  the  attachment  and  warm  ejection  of 
every  member  of  the  confederacy  cannot  be 
doubted  ;  but  we  have  authority  higher  than 
human,  for  the  instruction,  that  it  is  wise 
to  avoid  all  temptation. 

In  the  state  of  Illinois,  with  a  population,  at 
the  last  census,  of  157,445,  there  are  31,395,009 
acres  of  public  land,  including  that  part 
on  which  tne  Indian  title  remains  to  be  extin- 

fiiishcd.  If  we  suppose  it  to  be  worth  only 
alf  the  minimum  price,  it  would  amount  to 
$19,022,480.  IIow  would  that  state  be  able 
to  pay  such  an  enormous  debt  ?  IIow  could  it 
pay  even  the  annual  interest  upon  it  ? 

Supposing  the  debtor  states  to  fail  to  com- 
ply with  their  engagements,  in  what  mode 
could  they  be  enforced  by  the  general  govern- 
ment? In  treaties  between  irdcpendent  na- 
tions, the  ultimate  remedy  is  well  known. 
The  apprehension  of  an  appeal  to  tlmt  remedy, 
seconding  the  sense  of  justice  and  the  regard 
for  character  which  prevail  among  Christian 
and  civilized  nations,  constitutes,  generally, 
adequate  security  for  the  performance  of  na- 
tional compacts.  But  this  last  remedy  would 
be  totally  inadmissible  in  case  of  delinquency 
on  the  part  of  the  debtor  states.  The  rela- 
tions between  the  general  government  and  the 
members  of  the  confederacy  are  happily  those 
of  peace,  friendship,  and  fraternity,  and  ex- 
cluae  all  idea  of  force  and  war.  Could  the 
judiciary  coerce  the  debtor  states?  On  what 
could  their  process  operate?  Could  the  pro- 
perty of  innocent  citizens,  residing  within  the 
limits  of  those  states,  be  justly  seized  by  the 
general  /^Temmcnt,  and  held  responsible  for 


debts  contracted  by  the  states  themselves  in 
their  8overeifl;n  character  ?  If  a  mortgage  upon 
the  lands  ceded  were  retained,  that  mortgage 
would  prevent  or  retard  subsequent  sales  by 
the  states ;  and  if  individuals  bought,  subject 
to  the  encumbrance,  a  parental,  government 
could  never  resort  to  the  painful  measure  of 
disturbing  them  in  their  possessions. 

Delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  states 
would  be  inevitable,  and  tliere  would  be  no 
effectual  remedy  for  the  delinquency.  They 
would  come  again  and  again  to  Congress,  soli- 
citing time  and  indulgence,  until,  finding  the 
weight  of  the  debt  intolerable,  Congress,  wea- 
ried by  reiterated  applications  for  relief,  would 
finally  resolve  to  spunge  the  debt ;  or,  if  Con- 
gress attempted  to  enforce  its  payment,  an- 
other and  a  worse  alternative  would  be  em- 
braced. 

If  the  proposed  cession  bo  made  for  a  price 
merely  nominal,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
express  conditions  of  the  original  cessions  from 
primitive  states  to  Congress,  and  contrary  to 
the  obligations  which  the  general  government 
stands  under  to  the  Whole  people  of  these 
United  States,  arising  out  of  the  fact  that  the 
.acquisitions  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and 
from  Georgia,  were  obtained  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, borne  from  the  common  treasure,  and 
incurred  ftiv  the  common  benefit.  Such  a  gra- 
tuitous cession  could  not  be  made  without  a 
positive  violation  of  a  solemn  trust,  and  with- 
out manifest  injustice  to  the  old  states.  And 
its  inequality  among  the  new  states  would  be 
as  marked  as  its  injustice  to  the  old  would  be 
indefensible.  Thus  Missouri,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  140,455,  would  acquire  38,^2,151 
acres ;  and  the  state  of  Ohio,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  935,884,  would  obtain  only  5.586,834 
acres.  Supposing  a  division  of  the  land 
among  the  citizens  of  those  two  states,  re- 
spectively, the  citizen  of  Ohio  would  obtain 
less  than  six  acres  for  his  share,  and  the  citi- 
zen of  Missouri  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  as  his  proportion. 

Upon  full  and  thorough  consideration,  the 
committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  inexpedient  either  to  reduce  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  or  to  cede  them  to  the  new 
states.  They  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
sound  policy  coincides  with  the  duty  which 
has  devolved  on  the  general  government  to 
the  whole  of  the  states,  and  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  the  Union,  and  eifloins  the  preser- 
vation of  the  existing  system,  as  having  been 
triea  and  approved  after  long  and  triumphant 
experience.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
traordinary financial  prosperity  which  the 
United  States  enjoy,  the  question  merits  ex- 
amination, whether,  whilst  the  general  govern- 
ment steadily  retains  the  control  of  this  great 
national  resource  in  its  own  hands,  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  the  pniceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  no  longer  needed 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government, 
may  not  be  beneficially  appropriated  to  some 
other  objects  for  a  limited  time. 

Oovemments,  no  more  than   individuali, 
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iboald  be  seduced  or  intoxicated  hj  proepe- 
ritj,  however  flattering  or  ^eat  it  may  oe. 
The  country  now  happily  enjoys  it  in  a  most 
nnezamplcd  degree.  We  have  abundant  rea- 
son to  be  gratetul  for  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  plenty,  and  freedom  from  debt.  But  we 
must  be  forgetful  of  all  history  and  experi- 
ence if  we  indulge  the  delusive  hope  that  we 
shall  always  be  exempt  from  calamity  and  re- 
verses. Masons  of  national  adversity,  of  suf- 
fering, and  of  war,  will  assuredly  come.  A 
wise  government  should  expect  and  provide 
for  them.  Instead  of  wasting  or  squandering 
its  resources  in  a  period  oreeneral  prospe- 
rity, it  should  husband  and  cberish  them  for 
those  times  of  trial  and  difficulty  which,  in 
the  dispensations  of  Providence,  may  be  cer- 
tainly anticipated.  Entertaining  these  views, 
and,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  are  not  wanted  for  ordinary  revenue, 
which  will  be  abundantly  supplied  from  the 
imposts,  the  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  an  appropriation  of  them  be  made 
to  some  other  purpose,  for  a  limited  time, 
subject  to  be  resumed  in  the  contingency  of 
war.  Should  such  an  event  unfortunately 
occur,  the  fund  may  be  withdrawn  from  its 
peaceful  destination,  and  applied,  in  aid  of 
other  means,  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and,  afterwards,  to  the  payment  of 
any  debt  which  may  be  contracted  in  conse- 
ouence  of  its  existence.  And,  when  peace 
shall  be  aeain  restored,  and  the  del  it  of  the 
new  war  sliall  have  been  extinguished,  the 
fund  may  be  again  appropriated  to  some  fit 
object  other  than  that  or  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  government.  Thus  may  this  great 
resource  be  preserved,  and  rendered  subser- 
vient, in  peace  and  in  war,  to  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  states  composing  the  Union. 
The  inquiry  remains,  what  ought  to  }ye  the 
specific  application  of  the  fund  under  the  re- 
itriction  stated  ?  After  deducting  the  ten  per 
cent  proposed  to  be  set  apart  for  the  new 
states,  a  portion  of  the  committee  would  have 
preferred  that  the  residue  should  be  applied 
to  the  objects  of  internal  improvement,  and 
colonization  of  the  free  blacks,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  general  government.  But  a 
majority  of  the  committee  believes  it  better, 
as  an  alternative  for  the  scheme  of  cession  to 
new  states,  and  as  being  most  likely  to  give 
general  satisfaction,  that  the  residue  be  di- 
vided among  the  twenty-four  states,  according 
to  their  federal  representative  population,  to 
be  applied  to  education,  internal  improvement, 
or  colonization,  or  to  the  redemption  of  any 
existing  debt  contracted  for  internal  improve- 
ments, as  each  state,  jud^n^  for  itself,  shall 
deem  m.^t  conformable  with  its  own  interests 
and  policy.  Assuming  the  annual  product  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  be  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  table  hereto  annexed, 
marked  C,  shows  what  each  state  would  be 
(mtitled  to  receive,  according  to  the  principle 
of.  division  which  has  been  stated,  in  oraer 
that  tlie  propriety  of  the  proposed  appropria- 
tSdn  shoald  again,  at  a  day  not  very  far  di»-  i 


tant»  be  brought  nnder  the  review  of  Con- 
gress, the  committee  would  recommend  that 
it  be  limited  to  a  period  of  five  years,  subject 
to  the  condition  of  war  not  breaking  out  in 
the  mean  time.  By  an  appropriation  so  re- 
stricted as  to  time,  each  state  will  be  enabled 
to  estimate  the  probable  extent  of  its  propor- 
tion, and  to  adapt  its  measures  of  education, 
improvement,  or  colonization,  or  extinction  of 
existing  debt,  accordingly. 

In  conformity  with  the  views  and  princi- 
ples which  the  committee  have  now  submitted, 
they  be^  leave  to  report  the  accompanying 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  appropriate,  tor  a 
limited  time,  the  proceeds  or  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Gritndt, 
OF  Trnnsbbee,  made  January  31,  1840 : 

**  But  if  the  proceeds  of  land  sales,  and  the 
income  of  the  ^)vemmcnt  from  other  sources, 
are  to  be  considered  different  funds,  and  one 
can  be  applied  to  purposes  to  which  the  other 
cannot,  what  will  be  the  practical  result? 
That  the  United  States  can  purchase  lands 
with  the  revenue  raised  from  duties  on  im- 
ports, has  never  been  doubted.  Out  of  those 
means  has  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  been 
paid  for,  and  numerous  purclia^es  made  of  the 
Indians.  Can  it  be  maintained  that  die  mo- 
ney with  which  these  purchases  were  made 
could  not  be  distributed  among  the  states  for 
the  objects  contemplated,  but  Uiat  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  same  property 
may  be  ?  Can  the  nature  of  the  public  money 
be  altered  by  being  invested  in  lands,  and 
then  replaced  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  ?  K 
so,  the  United  States  have  only  to  convert  their 
money  into  lands,  and  their  lands  into  money 
again,  to  acquire  a  power  over  the  public  reve- 
nue which  is  not  given  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. At  this  moment  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  customs,  is,  in  fact,  invested  in 
public  lands.  If  the  cost  of  Louisiana  and  the 
Floridas  be  included,  the  public  lands  have 
not  refunded  the  amount  paid  for  their  acqui- 
sition and  preparation  for  sale,  by  a  large 
amount ;  and  if  the  principle  were  now  intro- 
duced, that  the  proceeds  ot  land  sales  may  be 
given  to  the  states,  although  the  money  paid 
tor  them  could  not,  we  should  see  a  eross  in- 
consistency adopted  in  the  practice  or  our  so* 
vemment,  the  results  of  wnich  it  would  be 
impossible  to  foresee.  In  every  view  we  take 
of  the  subject,  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  power  which  Congress 
possesses  over  the  revenue  which  arises  from 
customs  and  the  money  received  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and  to  construe  a 
difference  out  of  the  lan^age  used  in  the  com- 
pact of  cession,  would  be  to  defeat  the  verr 
object  for  which  that  lan^age  was  employea. 
The  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  conditione 
annexed  to  the  cessions  were  evidently  to  make 
the  lands  common  property,  and  their  pro- 
ceeds a  revenue  to  be  applied  to  general  pur- 
poses, precisely  like  that  aerivedCTQrGei^^<^B«Sr 
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aonrces.  To  make  these  cessions  so  read  as  to 
defeat  the  great  object  thev  had  in  view, 
would  not .  be  favorable  to  tne  faith  of  com- 
pacts, or  the  preservation  of  constitutional 
restraints. 

"  We,  therefore,  conclude  that  the  applicar 
tion  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of 
public  lands  to  the  payment  of  said  debts,  or 
their  distribution  amon^  the  states  for  such 
purposes,  is  as  unjust,  inexpedient,  and  un- 
institutional  as  a  similar  application  of  any 
other  portion  of  the  public  revenue;  ana, 
moreover,  in  direct  violation  of  the  terms  and 
spirit  of  the  compacts  of  cession. 

**  Nor  can  sucn  a  measure  be  palliated  by 
the  plea  that  there  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  a  sur- 
plus in  the  treasury,  over  and  above  what  is 
wanted  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  On  the  contrary,  the  pro- 
gressive reduction  of  the  tariff  of  duties  now 
in  operation  will  so  reduce  the  revenue  as  to 
make  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  neces- 
eary  to  meet  the  wants  of  tne  most  economical 
administration ;  and  if  they  are  diverted  from 
their  present  objects,  their  place  must  be  sup- 
plied oy  an  increased  tariff,  or  a  tax  directly 
on  the  people ;  and  what  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  tax  to  raise  money  for  distribution, 
and  a  tax  to  enable  the  government  to  distri- 
bute, or  to  supply  the  place  of  moneys  distri- 
buted? The  practical  effect  is  precisely  the 
same.  If  three  or  four  millions  of  dollars — 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands — 
be  annually  distributed  to  the  states,  and 
tiiereby  a  necessity  be  created,  as  no  doubt  it 
will  be,  to  increase  the  tariff  to  that  amount, 
is  it  not  the  same  thing  as  though  the  tariff 
were  increased  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  ? 
And  by  this  operation  what  is  gained  ?  The 
general  government  has  given  away  to  the 
states  three  or  four  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
and  has  taxed  the  pco|>le  to  the  same  amount, 
to  make  up  the  deficit  in  its  own  revenue. 

**  Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  no- 
ticing some  of  the  consequences  which  must 
follow  from  the  measure  proposed,  with  regard 
to  the  public  lands.  It  must  retard  the  set- 
tlement of  the  new  states;  it  must  operate 
against  the  allowance  of  pre-emption  rights ; 
against  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  every  other  indulgence 
which  a  liberal  spirit  towards  the  new  states 
might  dictate  and  recommend. 

"  It  is  believed  that  a  different  policy  ought 
to  be  pursued ;  that  the  strength  and  wcsilth 
of  the  nation  consist,  not  so  much  in  the  mo- 
ney to  be  exacted  as  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  as  in  the  increase  of  its  population  and 
the  cultivation  of  its  soil. 

"  Your  committee  cannot  but  look  with  di:^ 
trust  and  apprehension  upon  every  scheme 
calculated  to  disturb  the  balance  of  power,  as 
constitutionally  and  practically  adjusted  be- 
tween the  state  and  general  eovemments. 
Each  state  reserved  to  itself,  in  uie  formation 
of  the  Constitution,  an  unrestricted  power  of 
taxation,  competent  to  supply  them  with  the 
meuu  of  ezocoting  all  Uieir  oonstitatioDal 


powers.  At  the  same  time  the  power  of  taxa- 
tion was  conferred  upon  the  general  govern- 
ment, merely  as  the  means  of  enabling  it  to 
execute  its  ^w  delegated  powers.  So  tar  the 
system  has  worked  well ;  and  each  govern- 
ment has  provided  for  itself.  Why  shall  we 
not  permit  them  to  travel  quietly  on  in  the 
paths  of  safety  and  peace  ?  Is  there  any  dan- 
ger in  the  beaten  track,  or  any  certain  good 
to  be  obtained  by  departing  from  it  ?  Whe- 
ther taxes  are  laid  by  the  states  or  by  the 
United  States,  they  are  still  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple ;  whether  the  states  or  the  United  States 
DO  in  debt,  it  is  still  the  debt  of  the  people. 
To  throw  the  burden  from  one  sovereignty 
upon  another  will  not  pay  the  debt,  nor  de- 
tract from  its  oppressiveness  upon  the  people, 
except  so  far  as  it  may  produce  the  unjust  re- 
sult of  compelling  one  part  of  the  people  to 
pay  the  debts  of  another.  If  it  produce  the 
further  effect  of  lessening  the  responsibility  of 
the  representative' to  his  constituency,  in  the 
contracting  of  debte  and  laying  of  t^xes,  it 
should  for  that  reason  alone  be  opposed  by 
every  friend  of  republican  government. 

"  All  is  well  as  it  is.  The  intelligence  and 
energy  of  the  people,  in  the  various  states,  are 
competent  to  extricate  them  from  present  em- 
barrassments, and  guard  against  their  recur- 
rence by  means  much  more  cheap  and  safe 
than  by  deranging  our  system  of  frovemment 
and  entailing  a  debt  on  the  United  States, 
calculated  to  oppress  and  impoverish  our  chil- 
dren and  our  cnildrcn's  chilaren.  The  states 
did  not  come  into  the  Union  with  the  expecta- 
tion to  be  taxed  for  the  pa^^ment  of  the  debts 
of  their  sister  states,  havmg  agreed  only  to 
contribute  what  may  be  necessary  for  the 
legitimate  purposes  oi  the  general  government. 
To  compel  them  to  pay  the  debts  of  their 
neighbors,  contracted  for  internal  improve- 
ments or  any  other  object  of  a  state  character, 
is  to  impose  upon  them  burdens  not  antici- 
pated, and  to  which  they  have  never,  by  any 
concession,  agreed  to  submit." 

Address  of  the  Hon.  Chas.  Jas.  Faulkner 
ov  Virginia,  to  his  Constituents,  against 
Distribution. 

Land  Si/stem  of  the  United  Siaies,  with  its 
general  results  tipon  the  prosperity  aiid  hajh 
piness  of  tht  people. — "  At  an  early  period  of 
our  history  Congress  adopted  a  system  for  sur- 
veying and  selling  the  public  lands,  deviiscd 
with  much  care  and  great  deliberation^  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  have  been  fully  tested  bv 
experience.  According  to  that  system,  all 
public  lands  offered  for  sale  are  previously 
accurately  surveyed  by  skilful  surveyors  in 
ranges  of  townships  of  six  miles  square  each, 
which  townships  are  subdivided  into  thirty-six 
equal  divisions  or  square  miles,  called  sections, 
by  lines  crossing  each  other  .it  right  angles, 
and  generally  containing  640  acres.  These  s^ 
tions  arc  agam  divided  into  quarters,  and  prior 
to  the  year  1820  no  person  oould  purchase  a 
less  c^uantity  than  a  quarter.    In  ttiat  year  a 
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«le  for  the  further  division  of  I 
1  eighths,  thereby  allowing  a 
pDrchiMr  til  buj  only  eighty  acres  if  tie 
viabed  to  purchase  DO  more.  Since  that  tinLi>,  I 
further  to  extend  accommodatioa  to  ths  pur- ' 
chasers  of  the  public  laudti,  and  especiallj  tn 
the  poorer  claasw,  the  sections  hate  again  beia 
divided  into  eisteenths,  admitting  a  puicha^o 
of  only  forty  acres. 

"This  uniform  system  of  survejinc  and 
diriding  the  public  landa  applies  to  all  tiie 
Hates  and  terriUries  within  which  they  aru 
situated.  Its  great  advantages  are  mniiifc^t. 
It  insures  perfect  security  of  title  and  cer- 
tainty of  boundary,  And  conHcqucutly  avoiiU 
those  perplexing  land  dispute)- — the  wurst  of 
all  species  uf  litigatiuD — the  distressing  effects 
of  which  haro  been  fatally  experienced  in 
■ome  of  the  states.  But  these  are  not  the  only 
advantages,  ereat  as  they  un'|uestionablv  are. 
The  system  lays  the  foundatiuD  of  useful  civil 
inatitatians,  the  benefit  of  which  is  nut  con- 
fined to  the  present  genemtioD,  but  will  he 
tnastoitted  to  postorilj." 

Under  the  operation  of  tlie  system  thtin 
brieSy  sketched,  tlie  progress  of  the  Bcttlemeiic 
and  population  of  the  public  domain  of  tin.' 
United  States  has  been  al together  unexampled. 

Many  of  our  ablest  statesmen  hare  piir- 
tnycd,  in  strains  of  the  highest  eloquence,  the 
iroaderfnl  results  of  tliissy^itemupon  the  coin- 
fort  and  happiness  of  the  individual  citizen, 
AS  well  as  upon  the  funeral  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  republic. 

Mr.  Webster  thus  speaks  of  it: — 

■Sir.  I  mihititii  Gongm  huttrtfi  wJhIj.  mid  doiip  ll> 


tUl  111^101  ItMlLi  la  fni 
thiRpiitirii(llliilaUK|>i 
faomnr  pmr.  bat  who  lis 


Mr,  Clay,  in  a  strain  of  etill  mure  fervent 
oratory,  thus  descants  upon  the  system; — 
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•rnntl J  loffrnd  trm  tUt 
......  ..    DEh«lroubl«4  brought  upcu 

, udl«W»UOD.     WMlrra  TItsIsKW 

After  referring  to  the  evils  of  their  system 
of  management  as  displayed  in  the  history  ot 
Ooargia  and  Kentucky,  he  proceeds : — 

"ThM*  obHnitlDiii  In  Twjwt  ta  t)i>  amiTW  or  tb« 

■s  pot  promptid   bf  IBJ  uiiUDd  liiallDa  toWHdl 
il  lo  hbow  Uk  nipwiiirt^  ol  Ibe  IsDd  irdni  o(  lb* 


■"TIM  pingirtB  of  KtttuHDt  ftnd  th«  ImproTftiBfliit  la  tbs 
hrtniw  urt  nmdlUDnil  of  ladlrMlull  DBdar  D»  onnUOB 
)rih]>bcD«es'n<>yil«ii.ir 


I>mtlc,  ttjij  rinkhii  HI 


They  buILd  tlouwfl,  plant 


nltlc,dtnlTri 
•r  la  urblA  It 


■vcwdf,  the  flint  puiliinjT  od  vwLwBntlj  Uw  prflrfons 
■iilinKnUag  Id  prtiW.  unlll  ibvj  irTtn  at  a  fliid  and 

brtHrini  th»lr  (OmlltioH.   'l°lmT«  oftau  vltuwvd  thU 

bsfaDid  fUDdlag  lofethsr  tha  tlrnt  rnde  nbin  or  Toaod  idI 
unb«wii  loirt  and  KDoden  chlmndTB.  U^B  havcd  lotc-bonn^ 


"  Tu  U»  [luhlk  landt  iif  Um  UuHpd  6UlM.  mud  MpwllJII 
to  Uu  tilxllBi  ■yit'io  bj  wblrb  Ibtj  are  dlMrlbatsd  *tlh 

idgiial   bmaati  In  our  nallonal  «>DdlUou.     ADd  ewaj 
(noridentjon  of  dnlT  to  ourKlim  iiiil  la  pnalrHlj  M}iilia 

prnjMl  lb»t  ironld  mul  awmj  Ihij  tail  naUonal  JwoptrtJ 


Um  pablk  lands  aithla  a  fait  ytai*  paaL" 

QuantUff  of  ptilAie  hind  and  ilt  actual  pre- 
lent  tatae. — The  entire  area  of  the  publio 
domain  is  estimated  at  about  1,584,000,000 
acres.  Of  that  amount  there  is  within  the 
states,  exclusive   of  California,  4T1,S02,439 


itily  (if  unsold  and  nnoo 
copied  public  lanli  has  led  to  many  erroneous 
estimates  of  its  true  value,  and  has  saggestAd 
many  of  those  wild  and  disorganiiing  echemec 
for  Its  disposition  which  have  been  forced 
apon  the  publio  attention  of  late  years.  R^ 
^rding  the  entire  public  domtun  aa  prodo^ 
Uve  G»pitaJ,  BTailftbte  fot  present  ana  imnw 
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obto  tttli^  |be  most  Tbfoncry  uid  extnmgiili 
kipai  li*fe  been  ezdted  as  to  the  beneflte  to 
M  deriTi^  ttcxti  iti  diTinim  end  dutribatkm. 
Thfl^  erron  have  been  exposed  with  soch 
marked  abili^  in  a  report  from  the  Oonunittee 
On  Pablio  Lands,  submitted  to  the  Senate  in 
January,  1840,  that  I  shall  take  the  Uberhr 
of  presenting  ajgain  before  the  pablio  mind, 
its  ehua  ai^L  irresisUble  reasoning.  That 
report,  it  is  true,  was  made  prior  to  our  pw> 
chase  of  that  portion  of  the  public  domain 
which  liesinthm  the  state  of  Calubmia  and  the 
iCiTitoriee  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  bat  that 
fiict  does  not,  in  the  very  sli|^test  degree, 
affect  the  foroe  of  the  argument^  or  even  yarj 
hi  oaloolations  and  conoiusions.  The  average 
^naal  proceeds  of  the  public  domain  do  not 
aiaterialiT  vary  now  from  what  they  were 
{dor  to  uiose  important  additions  to  our  ter- 
ritorial possessions. 

*  "  It  appears  from  a  report  from  the  Com- 
AdBsioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  (see 
Boo.  46,  3d  sess^  25th  Congress],  that  the 
whole  quantiW  in  acres  of  the  public  domain, 
on  the  aOth  September,  1838,  to  which  the 
Indian  titie  was  not  extinguished,  amounted 
to  766,000,000,  in  round  numbers.  There 
were,  at  the  same  time,  as  appears  by  the 
same  report,  in  the  stetes  and  territories, 
319,000,000  of  acres  to  which  the  Indian  title 
was  extinguished,  making  the  whole  public 
domain  in  the  i^gregate,  at  that  time,  to  be 
1,085,000,000  ofaores;  from  which  about 
5,000,000  of  acres  may  be  deducted  for  sales 
since  made,  leaving  now  alx)ut  1,080,000,000 
of  acres.  It  appears  that,  on  the  Ist  of 
January  lost,  there  were,  in  the  now  states, 
154,000,000  of  acres  to  which  the  Indian  titles 
were  extin(;uishcd,  and  9,500,000  acres  to 
which  the  ludian  title  was  not  extinguished ; 
making,  in  the  aggregate,  163,500,0(K)  acres. 
From  this  deduct,  for  disputed  grants,  many 
of  which  are  large,  to  which  the  right  of  the 
government  may  not  be  established,  3,500,000 
acres,  which  would  leave  160,000,000  subject 
to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  being  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  public  domain. 

"  Those  who  have  not  reflected  on  the  sub- 
ject are  lii£ble  to  form  very  erroneous  estimates 
of  the  true  value  of  the  public  lands.  It  is 
verv  natural  to  conclude  that,  as  none  arc  sold 
formless  than  $1.25  per  acre,  the  160,000,000 
of  acres  unsold,  in  the  new  states,  are  worth 
j$200,000,000 ;  but  such  a  conclusion  would  be 
utterly  fallacious.  If  the  whole  could  be  sold 
at  once,  at  that  price,  for  cash  in  hand,  or  on 
perfectly  safe  security,  with  interest,  and  with- 
out expense,  the  conclusion  would  be  correct ; 
but  such  is  far  from  bein^  the  case.  They 
can  only  be  sold  at  that  price,  through  a  long 
period  of  years,  in  small  portions  at  a  time, 
and  at  a  heavy  expense,  all  of  which  must  be 
taken  into  the  estimate  to  form  a  correct 
opinion  of  their  real  value,  or,  to  express  the 
idea  differenUy,  their  actual  present  value. 

*  The  report  from  which  this  extract  ii  taken,  thoii|i;h 
■•de  by  Mr.  KorreU,  of  Mkbisan,  wu  written  bj  Mr. 
0»)h(mn 


"^  III  otte*  to  Metenno  wlMft  thftft  naQjy  i« 
it  will  be  neeessary  to  assome  what  wouJM 
probably  be  the  gross  annnal  prooaeda  i^  tiift 
sties  of  the  poblic  lands  embrMcd  by  the  bilb 
on  the  iapposition  that  the  present  pricey  aii4 
the  land  STstem,  as  it  now  stands,  wul  becQar 
tinned.  The  eonmuttae  are  faUy  awwre  iba4 
the  aasomption  most  be,  m  a  great  measov^ 
coi^ecturaL  There  are  not,  and  tsannot  bc^ 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  any  certais 
date  on  which  to  rest  oalonlation.  AU  that 
can  be  done  is,  to  assume  a  sum  snffidmitl^ 
liberal  to  ^pard  against  the  powibility  «f  an 
under  eetunate;  and,  proeeedin^  on  tlial 
principle,  after  a  full  eonsideratiOD  «f  the 
whole  ^und,  the  oommittee  have  com#  to  tib# 
conclnsion  that  it  wonld  be  a  liberal  assaaip^ 
tion  to  take  the  som  of  $2,500,000  as  tli«Sr 
averaffe  gross  annual  income,  on  the  sooMMrfr 
tion  of  the  continuance  of  the  system  till  the 
whole  shall  be  sold.  The  assumptaoii  sappo—a 
that  the  whole  of  the  lands  embraced  m  thf 
bill  will  be  sold  at  $1.25  per  acre,  and  that  Hie 
average  sales  annually  will  yield  $2^00,1006^ 
till  the  last  acre  is  sold ;  an  assumption  whioh 
all,  the  least  conversant  with  the  sulgectk  will 
readily  allow  to  be  ample. 

"Taking,  then,  that  sum  as  the  anniial 
gross  income,  it  is  clear  that  the  real  valne  of 
me  lands  in  auestion  cannot  exceed  a  tmm 
which,  at  the  legal  interest  of  ^  per  ceni** 
would  give  an  annual  income  of  (2,500^000 1 
or,  to  express  it  differenUy,  cannot  exceed  the 
present  value  of  a  permanent  annuity  of  thai 
amount — ^that  is,  a  fraction  over  $41,000,000. 

'*  So  far  is  clear,  and  it  is  equally  so  that  il 
must  be  less  than  that  sum.  The  reason  is 
obvious:  to  derive  an  income  of  $2,500,000 
from  lands  at  $1.25  per  acre,  there  must  be 
annually  sold  2,000,000  of  acres,  which  would 
dispose,  at  that  rate,  of  the  whole  160,000,000 
of  acres  in  eighty  years.  It  follows,  of  course, 
that  their  true  present  value,  instead  of  being 
worth  a  permanent  annuity  of  $2,500,000, 
would  be  worth  one  of  that  amount  for 
eighty  years  only,  which  is  little  more  than 
$34,000,000.  That  sum,  then,  it  is  manifest, 
would  be  the  true  present  value  of  all  the  un- 
sold lands  in  the  new  states,  on  the  data  as- 
sumed, provided  they  could  be  sold  without 
expense,  trouble,  or  cost  by  the  government ; 
but  a>  that  cannot  be,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
determine  what  deduction  ought  to  be  made 
on  that  account  to  asccrtein  what,  in  fact,  is 
their  real  present  value. 

*'Iu  determining  this,  the  oommittee  have 
taken  experience  as  iheir  guide.  They  have 
carefully  ascertained,  under  the  actual  opera- 
tion of  the  system,  to  the  present  time,  what 
deductions  ought  to  be  made,  under  all  the 
various  heads,  as  incident  to  the  system,  on 
the  actual  quantity  of  land  sold  by  the  go- 
vemment,  and  have  apportioned  them  rateamy 
on  the  lauds  to  be  soUl,  on  the  suppositioa 
that  what  remains  to  be  sold  will  be  sul^ect 
to  as  great  a  reduction,  in  proportion,  as  that 
which  has  been  :  in  other  woros,  that  the  id- 
ministration  of  the  j)ublic  lands  hereafter,  if 
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the  present  mteni  should  be  oontinaed  as  it 
stands,  would  be  neither  more  nor  less  eco- 
nomical or  prudent  than  it  has  been.  In 
making  their  estimates,  they  have  included 
tinder  expense  not  onl^  what  is  appropriately 
oomprehended  under  it,  but  whatever  goes  to 
diminish  the  net  income  from  the  lands — such 
as  grants  and  donations  other  than  the  16th 
section  reserved  for  schools,  the  two  and  three 
per  ount  fund  reserved  out  of  the  sales  for 
internal  improvement,  the  expenditures  on 
internal  improvement  incident  to  the  public 
domain,  but  not  charged  to  that  fund,  and  the 
increased  expense  of  legislation. 

"  The  result  is,  that  the  expense  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  lands  embraced  in  the 
bul  (on  the  supposition  that  the  administration 
will  be  neither  more  nor  less  economical  than 
the  past,  and  that  they  will  yield  annually  the 
sum  supposed,  and  of  course  be  sold  in  the  pe- 
riod assigned)  would  amount  to  a  fraction  over 
$44,000,600,  which,  divided  by  eighty,  the 
number  of  years  required  to  aispose  of  the 
lands,  would  give  $550,000  as  tne  average 
annual  expense.  This  sum,  regarded  as  an 
annuity  for  eighty  years,  and  estimated  as  a 
present  charge,  would  make  a  fraction  less 
than  $7,6OO,00n0,  which,  deducted  from  the 
sum  of  $34,000,000,  the  present  value  of  the 
lands,  without  estimating  expenses,  would 
give  for  the  actual  present  value  of  the  lands 
the  sum  of  $26,400,000. 

"  But  as  small  as  this  sum  may  appear  to 
many,  the  committee  believe  tliat  it  is  over, 
rather  than  under,  the  true  estimate.  It 
makes  no  allowance  for  defalcations  and  losses 
incident  to  the  management  of  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  land  system,  and  assumes  that 
every  acre  vnll  be  sold  at  $1.25  per  acre, 
which  no  one  can  expect  who  will  recollect 
that  a  large  portion  is  sterile  and  worthless, 
consisting  of  pine  barrens,  swamps,  unproduc- 
tive prairies,  and  stony  and  mountainous 
tracts,  which  are  at  present  unsaleable  at  any 
price,  and  will  be  so  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
To  this  may  be  added  that  more  than  one  half 
has  been  in  market  for  five,  ten,  fifteen,  and 
twenty  years  and  upwards  without  being  sold, 
and  are  the  remnants  left,  after  the  repeated 
selections  of  all  that  were  considered  as  valu- 
able, even  under  the  late  rage  for  speculation, 
stimulated  to  the  greatest  excess  by  a  bloated 
currency.  Against  this  it  is  admitted  that 
there  is  a  considerable  quantity  not  yet  sur- 
veyed and  brought  into  market,  of  which  a 
portion  may  sellfor  more  than  $1.25  per  acre ; 
but  experience  shows  that  the  quantity  sold 
above  that  price  is  so  small  that  its  efiect  on 
the  general  average  price  does  not  exceed  2  4-^ 
cents  per  acre,  and  is  too  inconsiderable  to 
take  into  the  estimate. 

**  Taking,  then,  all  circumstances  into  con- 
i>ideration,  the  committee  feel  assured  that  the 
result  to  which  they  have  been  brought  is  too 
high  rather  than  too  low;  but  they  do  not 
deem  it  material  whether  it  be,  in  truth,  a  few 
millions  more  or  less.  Their  object  is  not  per- 
fect precision,  but  to  give  a  correct  general 


impreanon  of  the  value  of  the  lands  embraced 
in  the  bill,  in  order  to  correct  the  utterly 
fallacious  conception  which  even  many  of  the 
well  informed  entertain  on  the  subject.  So 
long  as  the  value  of  the  lands  embraced  in  the 
bill  b  estimated  at  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars,  instead  of  the  few  millions  which  they 
are  really  worth,  so  long  it  will  be  impossible 
to  obtain  for  the  measure  which  it  proposes 
that  impartial  and  deliberate  consideration 
necessary  to  a  correct  decision,  and  hence  the 
necessity  of  removing  such  erroneous  impres- 
sions preliminary  to  the  discussion  of  the 
general  merits  of  the  bill,  to  which  the  com- 
mittee wijl  now  proceed." 

Extraordinary  efforts  have  been  made  within 
the  last  few  months,  by  the  opposition  papers 
of  this  district  and  state,  to  excite  discontent 
by  vivid  and  reiterated  declarations  of  the 
gross  mismanagement  of  the  public  domain. 
Tabular  statements  have  been  paraded  before 
your  eyes  of  the  enormous  donations  made  by 
Congress  to  the  new  states  for  school,  railroadf, 
and  other  purposes.  Editors  and  orators  have 
dwelt  with  real  or  afibcted  indignation  upon 
the  reckless  squandering  of  the  public  lands, 
the  extraordinary  favors  shown  to  the  new 
states  and  the  injustice  done  to  the  old,  the 
rapid  decline  of  Virginia  and  the  unparalleled 
growth  of  the  uormwestern  states,  all  the 
result  of  a  concerted  movement,  originating  in 
party  purposes,  and  all  desij^ned  to  prepare 
the  public  mind  for  a  revival  of  Uie  oft- 
repeated  and  discarded  policy  of  distribution. 

That  there  is  not  some  just  ground  for  dis- 
content with  the  legislation  of  Congress  for 
the  last  seven  or  eight  years  I  do  not  deny. 
One  might  naturally  infer  such  to  be  my 
opinion  at  least,  for  my  vote  has  been  uni- 
formly arrayed  against  every  bill  disposing  in 
any  form  of  the  public  lands  submitted  to  the 
body  of  which  I  was  a  member,  during  the  six 
years  of  my  ser>'ice.  But  it  will  be  found, 
upon  examination,  that  much  of  this  clamor 
grows  out  of  a  misconception  of  the  true 
character  of  the  legislation  of  Congress,  or  is 
ascribable  to  natural  and  unavoidable  causes, 
over  which  Congress  and  human  government 
can  have  no  control. 

1  will  examine  separately  the  three  classes 
of  grants,  which  are  the  theme  of  greatest  de- 
nunciation by  the  opposition  press,  and  sub- 
mit to  your  consideration  the  reasons  of  just 
policy  uiwn  which  they  respectively  rest,  and 
you  will  thus  have  tlie  means  of  deciding  for 
yourselves  whether  you  have  been  robbed  or 
plundered  to  the  extent  that  you  are  led  to 
suppose  by  those  vigilant  sentinels,  who  claim 
now  to  be  the  only  safe  depositories  of  the 
public  interest. 

The  new  states,  created  out  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  have  always  had,  at  the 
period  of  their  admission,  large  vacant  and 
unappropriated  public  lands  within  their  lim- 
its. Coming  into  the  confederacy,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  federal  alliance,  with  all  the  rights 
of  independent  states,  subject  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  they  would  have  the 
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unquestioned  power  to  tax  for  state  purposes 
all  the  lands  within  their  jurisdiotion,  whether 
belonging  to  the  federal  ^yemment  or  to  in- 
dividuals.  To  euard  against  this  exercise  of 
state  power,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
gOTcrumcnt,  from  our  earliest  hitter  j,  to  enter 
into  a  compact,  as  follows,  witli  the  state  seek- 
ing admission  into  the  Union,  by  which  the 
United  States  a^oe  to  trauRfor  to  the  state  one 
section  of  land  m  each  township  f«ir  **  the  use 
of  schools,"  and  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  die  sale  of  the  public  lauds  lying 
within  the  state,  after  deducting  all  expenses 
incident  to  the  same,  fur  public  roods. 

^  Provided  that  tho  foregoioK  proporiUoni  herein  offered 
ere  on  Uie  condltiou,  tliat  the  tiaid  convoDtinn  which  ^hall 
ftirm  the  couRtitutloD  of  wkl  ftate,  shall  provide,  by  a  claura 
In  aakl  conmitutlon,  or  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without 
the  ronitent  of  the  United  States,  that  said  state  shall  never 
interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  the 
mme  by  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  refnilations 
OongTiiSS  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such 
Mdl  to  Iwna  fide  punihaaers  thereof;  and  that  no  tax  shall 
he  impnseil  on  lands  the  pro|)erty  of  the  United  States :  and 
that  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed 
higher  than  residenta." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  grant  of  school 
lands,  &c.,  is  made  by  Congress  as  a  consider- 
ation fur  tlie  attainment  of  three  important 
objects : — 

1st.  That  the  state  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within 
the  8aiiie  by  the  United  States. 

2d.  That  no  tax  Khali  bo  imposed  on  lands 
the  pnmcrty  of  the  United  States. 

3a.  That' in  no  case  shall  non-resident  pro- 
prietors be  taxed  lii;;her  than  residents. 

Tho  importance  of  those  stipulationfl  to  the 
United  States  may  be  at  once  seen  bv  reference 
to  the  fact,  that  we  hiive  at  this  tunc  (exclu- 
sive of  California)  471,802,439  acres  of  land 
lyin;:;  within  the  jurisdiction  <>f  the  states, 
which  is  altogether  exempt  from  taxation. 
As  Mr.  Wo])stcr  remarked  in  January,  1>?39, 
"whilst  held  by  the  United  States  th(\«*e  lands 
are  not  subject  to  state  taxation.  They  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  hurdens  thrown  on  other  ; 
lands.  Here  is  a  ^reat  j>ropriet<>r  in  a  state, 
holding  large  territory,  exempt  from  comiu."»n 
burdens." 

It  is  also  important  in  securing  to  those  citi- 
zens of  Virginia,  and  other  states,  who  majr 
think  proper  to  purchase,  but  do  not  find  it 
convenient  to  reside  in  the  new  states,  immu- 
nity from  unjust  and  unequal  taxation. 

Sfcamp  Lands. — In  almost  every  state  or 
territory  of  the  United  States,  where  the  go- 
vernment holds  public  lands,  and  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  southern  states  of  L(»uisiana, 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Florida,  are  found 
large  parcels  of  it  overflowed  by  water.  These 
lands  arc  entirely  unfit  for  cultivation,  indeed 
not  susceptible  of  being  surveyeii,  and  serve 
but  to  infect  the  states  m  which  they  are  situ- 
ated  with  disease,  not  confined  to  the  lands 
themselves,  but  spreading  far  and  wide  in  the 
adjacent  country,  and  depreciating  the  domain 
belonging  to  the  government  within  the  reach 
of  the  misama  arising  from  them.  The  exist- 
ence of  such  a  nuisance  in  the  states  was  for 
moDf  rcan  a  sul^ect   of  loud  complaint. 


Congress  at  length  jielded  to  these  juat  eom* 
plaints,  and  by  act  of  the  28th  of  Sept.,  1850» 
granted  to  the  states  in  which  they  were  lo* 
cated,  *'  the  whole  of  those  swamp  and  oveis 
flowed  lands  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultiva* 
tion,"  *  *  *  "provided,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  lands,  whether  from  sale  or  by 
direct  appropriation  in  kind,  shall  be  applied 
exclusively,  as  far  as  necessary,  to  the  pur- 
pose of  reclaiming  said  lands.  Tho  statee 
would,  doubtless,  have  much  preferred  Uiat 
the  general  government  had  retained  the  landa 
and  undertaken  itself  the  work  of  drunage. 
But  in  the  absence  of  any  such  improbable 
action  by  the  federal  government,  it  was  not 
to  be  endured  that  these  lands  should  remain 
in  their  then  condition — unfit  for  sale— <le- 
structive  of  the  value  of  the  adjacent  publio 
domain ;  and  a  source  of  disease  and  death  to 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  states.  So  manifest 
seemed  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  grant* 
ing  the  "  swamp  lands"  to  the  states  for  that 
purpose,  that  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice,  whilst  in  the  House  it 
passed  by  a  vote  of  120  yeas  to  53  nays ;  but 
eight  southern  men,  and  amongst  them  but 
one  member,  from  Virginia,  voting  against  it. 
Railroad  Grants. — The  policy  and  results 
of  those  grants  by  Congress  have  been  so 
clearly  exhibited  in  the  annual  report  of  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  December  5,  ISoS, 
that  it  will  only  1)0  necessary  to  take  from  it 
the  following  extract : — 

**  In  the  territories  and  new  states,  where  manT  nf  th« 
pultlic  lands  remain  for  a  lonf?  peri«id  nnsoM,  liberal  grants 
should  be  ninde  for  thnse  ^n*at  liitrhwnys.  whirh  to  a  riTtain 
extent  may  U»  wiiisid«T<Hl  local  in  their  rharacter,  thoufch 
Keneral  in  thoir  influcnre,  and  not  ccmflli'ting  tritb  the 
interests  of  the  old  stJite'*.  Jn  thii  way,  without  any 
ex|"»niiilure  of  money,  tlu*  c''"»»nil  pivernuient  can  grcai.y 
increase  tho  vnlue  of  the  juiMic  donmin.  It  hax  nt'Tpr  made 
Kueh  a  donation  without  tiein^  fully  n-paid.  The  principle 
of  (rriiniiri^  iilttTuatc  Kcction-)  and  hellinir  Wxomh  re««Tved  nt 
double  tlu>  onihiaiy  pri<-c.  h:i.«  h<>iMi  fnuiid  by  rxperionce  to 
Lie  moHt  Halut.-iry.  Ity  re»Ni>n  of  the  iuiprovements  made 
with  Nurh  i^rantM.  \m^\\  tracix  oi  land  that  bad  lon^r  lain 
wasto  hnvu  been  1<niU;.'ht  into  market  and  found  a  reaily 
Kile;  the  sarn-ui'li.  z  cnuntry  ba.-*  been  peopled:  the 
revenue  has  Im>4m>  :i  ■  -nn'ntitl  by  th<'  increai«ed  consumption 
of  foreijzn  mcrchaii<i  <^- :  loul  thu  5tttte  in  which  the  iuinrL>Te> 
menis  hare  K*eii  >ii-.ti  niade.  and  not  unfrequitntfy  the 
adjacent  fitat'o.  X.'wv  \n'vn  largely  benefited.  WlihAOt 
thej^e  donnM  >ti<-  ami  i-tii:s«M[ut'nt  impntvemeutSf  some  of  the 
flnei^t  !>'>;  i  •\\*<vt  the  ih'Mt  statcx  w(»uM  hare  c(mtinu«*d  A 
wiM.roi  )s>;  land^  that  bad  lM'»-n  for  flftifn  or  twenty  years 
II.  '11^  market  micfht  have  niiiuined  u.«  much  longer  iinsoM, 
:>iid  thus  the  pro^iM'rily  ainl  aihuncvment  of  the  whole 
country  »:n'ally  retardod.  The  losfi  to  the  }r"iTernment  wouM 
have  lH'«'h  serioun.  without  any  corre.^iHUidiui;  Iwncfit.  The 
true  ^-ullcy  is  to  brin^  the  lands  int^^  market,  and  by  all 
legitimate  means  dif»|>'>r«e  of  them  as  ppeedily  ai*  p'-«MlIe; 
justice  to  tliost?  who  have  U»cn  induced  to  settle  in  the  new 
states  and  territories  and  the  interest  of  the  gorvrnnient 
alike  demand  it.  The  .«tron:;est  |MjIitirnl  and  ecooomieal 
conoideration.".  therefore,  dirtate  this  .>»urrK». 

"On  the  20th  of  t^eptemlH-r,  lS5ii,  n  yunxA  of  landp  was 
made  to  the  htatfM  of  Illinoli),  Mir-kisKippi.  and  AlML>AUia.  to 
aid  in  tho  construction  of  the  u'rcai  central  railn>ad  fnni 
Chlcn;ro  to  Mobile.  To  affonl  th«»'  ntates  an  opptnturity 
of  Diakiuir  tlieir  seliH'ti  >ii><.  the  laiuli<  alonir  the  snp|<'f>t.-i| 
routrs  of  the  road  were  fr  a  !<hort  ])e.ri(».l  withdrawn  fp  xa 
mnrkut.  wvA  of  them  Ifini:  of  little  value  to  the  states  in 
which  they  were,  or  to  tho  ^•'neral  pivenimenU  until  the 
grants  were  made  and  It  m  iu<  aM*<Ttaiiie«l  the  road  would  be 
coniitructed;  but  then  llu-y  were  1>iiu^ht  up  with  aridity, 
an'I  are  now  (>on)iMet«-4l  ns  mi>i>t  clioicu  and  valuaMe. 

"  The  Illinoi!4  Central  Kailroad  Oimjiaiiy  was  inrori -orated, 
and  the  route  of  the  n\id  and  its  braiichcK  within  thatrtate 
desiKnatcil  by  an  act  of  the  le^iislatura  in  Fttbriiary.  1S.M. 
Durlnfc  the  half-}'ear  endinfc  I>e(>(>mU*r  31, 18&0,  the  qean- 
tity  of  land  i*uld  and  IfH-atHd  with  l>ounty  land  wairants  in 
tiic  diitriot  traversed  by  the  road  was  342,457 .M  acre*.  TLt 


runjc  LAHSfl. 


-ba  BHDth  of  SBpUmbar  k^  ukd 

la  than  dUbieti  htd  ban  tar  aiajjmn  nrj  Ibaltnl. 
bad)  thai  natond  Bit  with  nadrnlH  at  (Dbuod  prl 
TIM  auntlur  (Did  UAnfutalatba  aunth  of  aaplrm 
IWn  ODlj  «M  MfM,  ud  In  (lu  wm  mostfi  la 
*via  UM,  IHl.  aad  lUl,  modi  Iw:  and  M<.  Id  fln  dcTi 
h  Swttmbar  iMt.  after  Uh  Toato  of  Um  nwl  had  bHQ  huV 


IbMud 


aHit>«tnf*t*i*lDa  It  tiu  B] 
lumbal  dbtrln,  in  tlw  •hort  ■) 
lB«nlh  ar  StPtoralia  lirt,  SUM  kiw  won 
wbm«M,  la  all  iba  bobUi  St  BtpMmtiar,  1S48, 
nld  m  0BI7  33M  acrai. 
-Tba  luidi  wUhdnirn  mm  maiket  in  Ji 


held  this  pablio  prapcrt;,  Mtd  for 
fulfilmeiit  of  whioK  tho  nattanftl  faith  was 
and  IB  pledged,  he  aaje; — 

■  One  of  Ibraa  wuiMUaiu  ut  tratbt,  u  I  bara  aliuilT  ni^ 
TaatbattbalandaiboaldliaKild  and  aatUad  at  auii  tbi* 
and  mauiHT  u  Ocmiraaa  atkall  dime  Tlw  icnrnBant  baa 
alvaji  felt  Itialf  bmnd  In  nvwd  lo  aJg  and  laUlnBant  to 


wtfaattlamBb 


■•  kad  lUf  alatod  to  lua  Iti  » 

Again,  in  the  same  speech,  be  Bud: — 

puMIe  ftand,  and  tliat 
site  aaaj  (rstoitonilj  tb 


IliatdaTaadlb«>0UiotSeptau)Mr(i>jW>liigSlH,S3a^!^    -I 
wwtiold;  l><>lii(nailTlW.WWae»i  mora  IhtDwmaold    £>< 


•■TlMncukgaaHtUadiinMofUHi  KmiUCDilaiiatKj  of 
•dinanU  aa  of  tbair  pmpritlr.  Thi  rl||ht  lo  donaU  a 
an  fcr  (ha  nntaaacamtnl  of  tfat  iilno  of  Ibi  n>iUi»  «□ 
10  lOBinr  ba  <|aHtlDD«cL  Tht  prlnrlpla  hmi  be«n  adort^ 
ad  artcd  npon  ftir  marij  thirty  Twv ;  and  t\iKm  upri- 
nea  haa  ahown  U  to  ba  proddcliTa  of  wo  mucb  sond,  no 
OODdrfann  la  perwl»fd  vb^lt  abouU  now  bu  abaniloned. 
Ihaabaan  of  IncalnUtl^  Imprprtanq  lo  (he  j(na£W«t, 


"Nov,  laik,  vbtnli  tbaimxrtoniakalUiifTaBlI    It 

n  lost  Dpon  It  u  a  naalKD  kt  tba  b«F(lt  of  the  auRaa  In 

'  '  hlhaUndi  Ik.  If  Itvaiafratollona  granllDujda- 

vbtnce  li  the  poirer  obULnad  to  anthulA  Oanifraaa  to 

■he  Imat.  the  diflpoalEloq  of  Ebe  pnblk  Undj  vai  confBRM 
on  ConRTvfoi;  and  1  aali,  i»  It  pofvdbla  that  an^  maa  can 
malnlalii  fht  propoalllon  Ibat  ai*  thff  vera  placed  ia  th^ 

r^taun.  tbCT  (saui  tnnifrr  Itae  n-ninldUp^Ibn  of  Ibfm  I 


"Sonetblnic  bi  nianlft^llr  doe  to  Ihf 

wltBua  can  apptaciat*  tba  hardahlpa  an 
an  htD,  efpe^allj  wban  It  an  ba  dnnf 


I  will  now  proceed  to  eiamine  tome  of  the  ' 
moBt  promineat  of  the  Bcbemes  or  plana  which,  | 
as  Mr.  Cla J  hoa  well  remarked,  "reBlieganien,  ' 
impatient  uf  the  slow  operation  of  triee  \avif,  | 
are  constantly  throwing  before  the  popiilftr  ' 
mind  in  rcfcrcDco  to  tlie  public  iands.  Tho 
first  I  (hall  notice  is  the  scheme  for  a 

DieiiiOK  of  the  Public  Landi  among  the 
StaUa. — Several  plans  haTJiig  tliis  object  in 
▼iew  hsTe  been  lud  before  Congress  during 
the  last  few  jears ;   and  although  at  times 

E rawed  with  some  seeming  eameBtDcss,  thej 
aie  attracted  bat  little  fuver,  and  have  ])een 
■Don  abandoned.  Thn  practical  dilGRuItics  in 
the  w«y  of  any  fair  and  etiual  division  of  the 
public  domain — the  strildng  inipcrfoction  and 
injustice  of  all  the  schemes  eo  far  submitted, 
the  pernicious  consequences  which  must  flow 
from  such  an  unwise  meaanre,  if  adopted,  and 
the  constitutional  impediments  to  the  execu- 
tion of  all  such  plant— have  made  them  rather 
the  subject  of  just  ridicule  than  of  grave  dis- 
castioD,  bcin^  regarded  rather  as  bids  for 
local  popularitj  at  home  than  designed  by 
their  projectors  as  serione  efforts  of  legislative 

Mr.  Webster,  in  his  celebrated  speech  de- 
livered in  the  Senate  in  1829  upon  Foote's 
reaolodon,  haa  placed  the  duties  and  obliga^ 
done  of  the  national  gornmnent  en  this  tub- 1 


toglTeainiytbrpDblklin.lii  than  the 
houanon  nartlcuW  atlpuladona;  tior 


■nnnlable,  nbelhar  tb 


e  people  of  the  I'nion.  Iba 
ilc  land.  BtaJoallj;  and  wbllrt 
I  bmc  «r-.y.  bcl.l  IbalCoB. 


pnrpow  vtaalanr.    To  dtren  II  tlvn  tba  romiaoa  beneflt 
bit  nbLch  It  wia  eButijti,  woold  ba  a  TluUtiun  of  tlw 

But  apart  from  the  constitutional  difficulties 
so  apparent  anil  so  clearly  set  forth  by  Messrs. 
Webster  and  C\e.j,  how  would  it  be  puxaibla 
to  make  any  partition  of  the  public  lands  that 
uoul  J  he  at  all  Batisfsctory  to  Virginia  and  ths 
other  Atlantic  states  T  According  to  every  bill 
which  has  been  submitted  on  the  subject — and 
indeed  from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case,  tfa« 
portion  cnming  to  the  new  states  would  have 
to  be  assigned  to  them  within  tlieir  respectira 
jurisdictions.  And  would  Virginia  and  ha 
sister  states  of  tlie  South  be  content  to  hava 
hers  allotted  to  her  in  Utah,  New  Mexico, 
Oregon,  or  Washington,  or  the  other  distant 
or  remote  lerritoriesT  If  any  such  partition 
were  mode,  such  would  be  the  inevitable  as- 
signment oT  the  remote  lands.    And  if  tlM 


Sf» 
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maj  M  imagiiwn.    a  ipirn  or  uuBUwnu  tpmm 
1w  MgwHfortd.   Tarloiu  MdMUMf  In  th*  imw  i 
1w  m»  Allmit  to  tall  or  UTid«  the  pnUlc  lands. 
•M  combinations  wonld  ba  ftrmad  In  thia  ooi 


chjivt  of  "^^if^nU  weM  Mrignad  to  iuir  in 
•OHt  dittuii  temtogy,  in  wlinl  manner  wonld 
ahe  makeittindlnbldt  It  now  ooato  tbe  fe- 
datnl  gmreninient  near  one  miUion  of  dollars 
annnaUv  to  keep  np  its  Land  Ofloe.  What 
would  be  the  oost  of  thirty-one  land  offioes 
kispt  np  br  the  sereral  states?  It  now  oosto 
tiie  federal  goreniment  some  eleven  millions 
of  dollars  to  maintain  one  army  to  defend  her 
lalid  and  protect  her  settlers.  What  would  it 
eost  to  maintain  thirty-one  armies  finr  the  same 
purpose?  Mr.  Ohpf,  in  his  celebrated  report^ 
foreientB  other  permoioos  conseouenoes  which 
wmld  result  from  this  scheme  d^  dividing  the 
lands  amongBt  the  states:— 

'*tbalnadaaMiMnraold  vndar  out  iniiNrm  pUn,itgii> 
IsMand  oontroUad  bj  •  aingia  IsgUstlTa  mthoil^,  uid 
thapnallealopantloaiaparfretlTvndinitood.  Ifthsjvara 
tnnateiad  to  tha  ■*■*—  th^  niiiaaanant  dtasoaUlon  vonU 
ba  aoeordlng  to  laws  amanating  from  Tarlona  Ifgldattva 
•oereaa.  OMnpatltloa  wonld  probablj  arlaa  betwaen  tba 
■tSliB  in  tha  tanna  whieb  tbaj  would  oflkr  to  jinrebaatra. 
Ipn  atirta  wonld  ba  datUons  of  faiTltlaf  tha  graataat  nnm* 
fefff  of  amlgranti,  not  only  Ibr  tha  landabla  pnipoaacMrpopn- 
hunc  impuiy  Iti  own  tarritoriaiL  bnt  with  tha  tiaw  to  tba 
•jfinbltlon  of  ftmda  to  anahla  It  to  ftilfll  Ita  angagamanti  to 
ttti  Mnaral  soTarnmant  OoIUriona  batwawci  tha  stataa 
mud  ncobably  arlaa,  and  tbtilr  Injorloua  oonaeqoanoaa 
autf  ba  lmaglna(L_  ▲  lyirli  of  banxdoos  qiaenhitlou  would 

atatas  would 
Oompaniaa 
oonntry,  If  not 
la  Ibfclgtt  conntrlaa,  praaantlng  gigantle  and  tempting  but 
dalwiTa  pralaeti,  and  tha  hfaraorr  of  lagUatir»n  In  aoma  of 
tha  Btataa  of  tha  Union  admonlftnea  ua  that  a  too  laadj  ear 
la  aomettmaa  glvan  by  a  nu^xitj,  In  a  lagUatfra  anemblj, 
ta  snefa  prqjaeta." 

But  I  will  not  pursue  this  reckless  and  rev- 
olutionary scheme  further.  Politicians  may 
find  such  hobbies  usefbl  in  riding  successfully 
over  a  Congressional  district.  Sut  the  sober 
judgment  of  the  country  cannot  regard  them 
otherwise  than  as  either  visionary  or  wicked. 

I  now  approach  the  examination  of  another 
scheme,  which  being  less  radical,  revolting 
and  disorganizing,  has  more  supporters  than 
the  preceding;  but  which  is  obnoxious  to 
many  of  the  objections  which  apply  to  a  parti- 
tion of  the  public  lands.    I  mean  the — 

Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public 
Lands, — This  measure,  as  a  practical  question 
of  public  policy,  was  first  brought  before  the 
country  in  lo32.  There  were  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances in  the  then  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, which  caused  it  to  be  looked  upon  with 
favor  when  first  proposed.  But  the  able  and 
searching  scrutiny  to  which  it  was  subjected 
by  the  statesmen  of  that  period,  soon  revealed 
the  pernicious  principles  which  lay  concealed 
nnder  its  imposing  exterior,  and  after  a  fitful 
struggle  of  ten  or  twelve  years  it  passed  from 
the  political  issues  of  the  day,  and  fVom  that 
period  it  has  hardly  been  deemed  to  possess 
vitality  sufficient  to  render  it  worthy  of  a  pass- 
ing newspaper  paragraph. 

it  has  recently  l^n  revived  by  the  oppo- 
sition press,  as  a  political  issue  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of 
Yirnnia.  We  hear  not  a  word  of  it  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  commonwealth.  In  every 
other  state  it  reposes  in  the  same  quiet  grave 
in  which  it  was  deposited  in  1844.  But  here 
in  ,this  state,  where,  at  no  period  of  its  history, 
it  ever  obtained  the  slightest  countenance  and 


h,TW,  H  has  alone  been  deenieA  ,w(n1kyi)f 
resiiTreotton*  -» 

To  whom  are  we  indebted  fixr  its  feHvil? 
To  anv  swmtaneous  movement  of  th<>  popoIiMr 
mind?  iSol  To  the  action  of  an  j  omiiiii0d 
political  body?  No.  But  to  the  wfld  and 
erratic  editorials  of  the  lUchmond  Whig. 
Month  after  month  was  it  occu|ded  in  dram- 
ming, ui]gin^  and  nressing  this  question  npoa 
the  pubbc  mind  before  the  slightest  resp(mae 
was  neard  to  ito  rabid  and  fiery  appeals.  Bui 
at  length  the  admirable  baring  whieh  i% 
might  nave  in  dividing  and  distracting  the 
overgrown  IXemooratio  party  of  this  state  was 
seen — and  instantly  it  was  seised  upon  bj 
every  opposition  press  in  the  state,  and  madia 
the  rallymg  cry  of  the  approaching^  eleetion*. . 

It  was  Mlieved  that  the  condition  of  oar 
trauury,  the  high  rate  of  our  taxes,  and  the 
just  desire  to  complete  many  railroad  pgqjeete 
now  lying  in  an  unfinished  oonditiont  WOoLI 
render  the  people  not  very  scrnpnlons  as  10 
the  means  by  which  their  burdens  mi^  be 
lessened,  and  their  improvementa  finished. 
They  flattered  themselves  that  the  oocasioii 
was  particularly  opportune  to  break  down  th* 
Democratic  organisation  of  this  state.  It  wif 
known  that  that  ^artv  had,  for  a  quarter  9f  * 
century,  arrayed  itseu  against  the  expedienoj 
and  constitutionality  of  the  distribution  -ffAt* 
cy;  and  if.  under  the  pressure  of  taxation, 
and  the  ea^cr  thirst  for  public  improvement^ 
they  would  now  enlist  the  people  in  theae 
views,  they  saw,  in  such  a  movement,  the  eei> 
tain  means  of  destruction  to  that  party  wluoli 
had  made  the  opposite  doctrine  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  its  political  faith. 

The  thin  disguise  of  attempting  to  treat  a 
fundamental  canon  of  the  Democratic  policy 
as  no  party  question,  and  of  postponing  their 
own  aspirations  to  those  of  some  Democrat 
who  would  side  with  their  policy,  was  only 
confirmatory  of  the  motives  in  which  the  an* 
tation  had  its  recent  origin.  For  without  the 
aid  of  the  Democrats— without  detaching  & 
segment  of  the  party  from  the  main  body — 
how  could  they  accomplish  their  cherished  ob- 
ject, ^e  destruction  and  disorganisation  of  the 
party  itself? 

Does  any  man  who  advocates  the  distribu 
tion  policy,  for  one  moment  believe  that  we 
shall  ever  hoar  of  it  again  after  the  approach- 
ing spring  election  is  over,  unless  it  be  referred 
to  simply  as  the  springe  in  which  many  an  in- 
cautious Democrat  has  been  caught  ?  Does  he 
believe  there  is  the  slightest  chance  of  cam^g 
such  a  measure  through  the  national  legisla* 
ture.  From  whence  is  it  to  derive  its  support? 
Not  from  a  Democratic  President,  a  Democratic 
Senate,  or  a  Democratic  House  of  Representa- 
tives. For  they  all  stand  nledged  by  the 
Democratic  platfornv  to  regarcl  it  ooth  as  un* 
wise  and  unconstitutional.  Not  from  the  re* 
presentatives  of  Uie  land  stotes,  who  have  been 
consistent  in  their  hostili^  to  the  policy.  Not 
from  the  representetives  of  the  planting  states, 
who  regard  it  but  as  the  harbinger  of  a  return 
to  high  protective  duties.    It  has  no  proi^teol 
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of  support  from  any  cjoarter  except  the  mana- 
facturing  states  of  New  England,  and  they 
constitute  too  small  a  force  to  justify  the  belief 
that  they  can  succeed  in  the  establishment  of 
that  policy. 

Looking,  therefore,  to  the  time  and  source  of 
this  movement — to  the  impracticability  of  its 
success — to  the  insignificant  amount  that  would 
be  received  from  distribution  if  it  could  be  ac- 
complished— and  its  utter  inadequacy  to  any 
of  the  objects  contemplated  by  it,  I  do  not  feel 
that  I  am  uncharitaole  in  saying,  that  the 
sole  purpose,  real,  sought  or  anticipated  by  its 
originators,  is  to  distract  and  divide  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  this  state. 

But  whilst  these  are  my  own  firm  convic- 
tions, I  will  proceed  to  examine  it,  not  as  a 
party  question,  but  as  a  question  of  national 
policy  and  constitutional  law,  and  address 
myself  to  the  reason  and  judgment  of  all  men 
in  this  district,  totally  irrespective  of  party. 

Is  distribution  constitutional. — The  nrst 
inquiry  of  every  Southern  man,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  a  question  of  federal  policy,  is  whether 
the  measure  is  in  accordance  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  an  instrument  to 
which  ho  looks  with  peculiar  reverence,  and 
which  all  who  take  part  in  the  government 
are  sworn  to  support. 

The  constitutional  view  of  this  subject  has 
been  treated  by  Mr.  Calhoun  with  such  con- 
summate ability,  and  with  such  brevity  and 
precision,  that  I  cannot  afibrd  a  richer  treat 
to  my  readers  than  by  incorporating  it  into 
this  address. 

Spwch  of  Mr.  OcJhimn^  January  23, 1841. 

*' Whether  the  ^yemnient  can  ronstitutionaliy  dintrihote 
the  reran ue  from  the  public  lands  among  the  states  must 
depend  on  the  &ct  whether  they  belong  to  them  in  their 
unit«d  federal  character,  or  Individually  and  separately. 
If  in  the  former,  it  is  manifest  that  the  government,  as 
their  common  agent  or  trustee,  can  have  no  right  to  distri- 
bute among  them,  for  their  individual,  separate  ns«*,  a  fund 
derived  from  property  held  in  their  united  and  federal  cha- 
racter,  without  a  special  power  for  that  pnrpotke  which  is 
not  pretended.  A  po)>ition  so  clear  of  itself  and  resting  on 
the  e«*tablished  principles  of  law,  when  applied  to  individu> 
alii  holding  property  in  like  manner,  needs  no  illustration. 
If.  on  the  contrary,  they  belong  to  the  states  in  their  indi- 
vidual and  separate  character,  then  the  government  would 
not  only  have  the  right  but  would  be  iMund  to  apply  the 
revenue  to  tlie  separate  use  of  the  utates.  So  far  \»  incon- 
trovertible, which  presents  the  question :  In  which  of  the 
two  cbaracters  are  the  lands  held  by  the  state*  / 

^  To  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  que.stion,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  the  lands  that  have  been 
ceded  by  the  states,  and  those  that  have  been  purchaf^  by 
the  gnvemment  out  of  the  common  fund.-i  of  the  Union. 

**The  princifial  cessions  were  made  by  Virginia  and 
Georgia.  The  former  of  all  the  tnict  of  country  between 
theOliIo.  the  MigsN^iippi.  and  the  lake?,  including  the  states 
of  Ohia  Indiana,  Illinoij*.  and  Michi^^n.  and  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin;  and  the  latter,  of  the  tra^-t  included  in  Ala- 
bama nud  MiH^ixsippI.  I  .shall  begin  with  the  cesoion  of 
Virginia,  as  it  U  on  that  the  advocates  for  distribution 
mainly  rely  to  efttabliixh  the  right. 

'*  I  hold  In  my  hand  an  extract  of  all  that  portion  of  the 
Virginia  deed  uf  cession  which  has  any  bearing  on  the  point 
at  issue,  taken  from  the  volume  lying  on  the  table  before 
me,  with  the  place  marked,  and  to  which  any  one  desirous 
of  fxamining  the  deed  may  refer.  The  oe8^-ion  is  *  to  the 
United  states  in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  said 
f tatea.'  Every  word  implies  the  states  in  their  united  fede- 
ral character.  That  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  United 
States.  It  stands  in  contradistinction  to  the  states  taken 
■eparatttly  and  individually ;  and  if  there  could  be,  by  poa- 
tibility,  any  doubt  on  that  point,  it  would  be  rt'moved  by 
the  expression  Mn  Congress  ai»semblcd' — an  assemblage 
which  constituted  the  very  knot  that  united  them.  I  re- 
gard the  execution  of  such  •  deed  to  the  United  StatM,  to 
UMmUed,  fo  oonclufiT«  that  the  ooMioa  wai  to  them  in 


their  united  and  aggregmte  ebeneter.  In  eontnidistlnrtio& 
to  their  Indiridnal  and  eeperate  duu»cter,  and,  by  neoecswy 
oonseqnence,  that  the  lands  to  ceded  belonged  to  them  tn 
their  former  and  not  in  their  latter  character,  that  1  am  i^ 
a  Ices  for  words  to  make  it  dearer.  To  deny  it,  would  be  to 
deny  that  there  it  any  truth  in  language. 

**  But  strong  as  this  is,  It  is  not  all.  The  deed  prooeedt 
and  says,  that  all  the  lands  so  ceded  *  shall  be  eonsklered  a 
common  ftind  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Unites 
States  as  hare  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the 
oonlMeration  or  federal  alliance  of  said  states.  Virginia 
indusiTe,  and  oondodes  by  saying,  <and  sludl  be  flUtbftiUy 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpoae,  and  for  no  pther 
nee  or  purpom  whatever.'  If  it  were  poesible  to  raise  % 
doubt  before,  those  full,  clear,  and  ezplidt  terms  would  dispel 
it  It  is  impossible  for  langnage  to  oe  clearer.  To  be  *  con 
sidered  a  common  fixnd'  is  an  expression  directly  in  contra^ 
distinction  to  separate  or  individual,  and  Is,  by  necessary 
implioation,  as  clear  a  negative  of  the  latter  as  if  it  had 
been  podtively  expressed.  This  common  fiind  to  *  be  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  hare 
become,  or  sliall  become,  members  of  the  eonfoderation  or 
federal  alliance.*  That  is  as  dear  as  language  can  ezprets 
it,  for  their  common  use  in  thefa:  united  fedwal  character. 
Virginia  being  induded  as  the  grantor,  out  of  abundant 
caution.** 

«  •  «  •  •  •  • 

"  The  concluding  words  of  the  grant  are,  *  shall  be  fiUtli* 
ftilly  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  use,  and  no  oUiec 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever.*  For  that  use— that  is  the  com- 
mon use  of  the  states  in  their  capacity  of  members  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance — and  no  other;  as  post- 
tively  forbidding  to  use  the  fund  to  be  derived  fh)m  the 
lands  for  the  separate  use  of  the  states,  or  to  be  distributed 
among  them  for  their  separate  or  individual  use,  as  proposed 
by  this  amendment,  as  it  is  possible  for  words  to  do.'* 
•  «  •  •  •  •  « 

"  The  residue  of  the  public  lands,  including  Florida,  and 
all  the  region  beyond  the  Mi88is»ippl,  extending  to  the  Psp 
cifle  Ocean,  and  constituting  by  fiur  the  g^reater  part,  stands 
on  a  different  footing.  They  were  purchased  out  of  the 
common  funds  of  the  L^nion  collected  by  taxes,  and  belong, 
beyond  all  question,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  federal  and  aggregate  capacity.  This  has  not  been 
and  cannot  be  denied ;  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  distribute 
the  common  fund  derived  from  the  sales  of  these,  as  well 
as  from  tbe  cedHd  lands,  in  direct  violation  of  the  admitted 

Krinciple,  that  the  agent  or  trustee  of  a  common  concern 
as  no  right  without  express  authority  to  apply  the  Joint 
funds  to  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  its  individual 
members." 

*'  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay),  and,  as  I  now 
understand,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster), 
agree,  that  the  revenue  fh>m  taxes  can  be  applied  only  to 
the  objects  specifically  enumerated  in  the  Constitution. 
Thus  repudiating  the  general  welfare  prindple,  as  applied 
to  the  money  power,  so  fiir  as  the  revenue  may  be  derived 
from  that  source.  To  this  extent  they  prnfoiis  to  be  good 
State  Rights  Jeffersonian  Republicans.  Now,  sir,  I  would 
be  happy  to  bo  informed  by  either  of  the  able  senators,  by 
what  politicnl  alchemy  the  revenue  from  taxes,  by  being 
vested  in  land,  or  other  property,  can,  when  sgain  tnrn<M 
into  revenue  by  sales,  be  entirely  freed  from  all  the  consti- 
tution:!] re'trictions  to  which  they  were  liable  before  the 
investment  according  to  their  own  confessions.  A  satis&o 
tory  explanation  of  so  curious  and  apparently  incompre> 
hensible  a  process  would  be  a  tn'at. 

**  When  I  look.  Mr.  President  t<)  what  Induced  the  states, 
and  especially  Virginia,  to  make  ibis  magnificent  cession  to 
the  Union,  and  the  high  and  patriotic  motives  urged  by  tbe 
old  Congress  to  induce  them  to  do  It,  and  turn  to  what  is 
now  proposed,  I  am  struck  with  the  contrast  and  the  great 
mutation  tn  which  human  afEairs  are  sul^ect  The  great 
and  patriotic  men  of  former  times  regarded  It  as  essential 
to  the  consummation  of  the  Union  and  the  preeervation  of 
the  public  faith  that  the  lands  should  be  ceded  as  a  common 
fund;  but  now,  men  distinguixhed  for  their  ability  and 
infiuence  are  striving  with  all  their  might  to  undo  their 
holy  work.  Yes,  sir;  distribution  and  cession  are  the  very 
reverse,  in  character  and  effect ;  the  tendency  of  one  is  to 
union,  and  the  other  to  disunion.  Tbe  wisest  of  modern 
statesmen,  and  who  had  the  keenest  and  deepest  glance 
into  futurity  (lulmund  Burke),  truly  said  that  the  rerenoe 
is  the  state;  to  which  I  add.  that  to  distribute  the  revenue. 
In  a  confederated  community,  amongst  its  members,  is  to 
dissolve  the  community — that  is,  with  us,  the  Union— M 
time  will  prove,  if  over  this  fintal  measure  should  be 
adopted.'* 

Having  disposed  of  the  constitutional  Ques- 
tion, the  next  inquiry  is,  What  are  the  oqjec- 
tions  to  it  on  we  score  of  expediency  and 
sound  policy  ? 
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They  are  numerous. 

1.  Vistribution  is  deceptive. — It  is  on  impos- 
ture upon  the  public  miud.  It  seeks  to  pro- 
duce the  impression  that  it  is  giving  money 
to  the  pe<>ple,  when  it  is  in  fact,  taking  money 
from  them.  It  professes  to  lessen  taxes,  when 
it  in  fact  increases  them.  We  have  two  go- 
vernments to  support — a  federal  government 
and  a  state  governments  They  are  both  sup- 
ported by  taxation.  The  first  by  indirect,  the 
latter  by  direct  taxation.  If  you  withdraw 
the  proceeds  uf  the  public  lands  from  the  na- 
tional treasury,  to  distribute  them  among  the 
states,  you  must  supply  the  deficiency  by  tax- 
ation in  the  form  of  duties  upon  consumption. 
TJie  result  of  such  an  operation,  therefore,  is 
to  put  money  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature 
for  state  expenditures,  whilst  the  farmer  and 
mechanic  must,  with  superadded  costs,  repay 
the  amount  by  increased  price  upon  every 
article  of  foreign  growth  and  production  which 
he  buys  from  the  stores. 

General  Jackson  clearly  perceived  and  ex- 

f)0sc«l  tliis  iniposture  in  his  message  of  Decera- 
jcr,  18u3,  in  which  he  assigns  his  reasons  for 
disapproving  the  bill,     lie  said : — 

*'  It  Iff  dlfflcult  to  p«>r(vire  what  adrantages  would  accrue 
to  lhi»  oM  t)tnt«'H  or  tlie  i!»*w  fmrn  the  ryiiti'iu  of  dintributkia 
which  tlii^  hill  propn^oH,  if  it  wi>re  otherwlite  unulijectionablc. 
It  rH^iilivff  no  arvrument  tu  prove  thatif  tbn.'e  uillioDH  of 
doUarfi  a  yc.ir.  or  any  other  i>uin.  Mhall  be  takim  oat  of  the 
trvaifury  by  thiii  bill  for  divtriliutJon,  it  rouet  be  repla<vd  by 
the  Mio>)  Kiim  colIiK't«il  from  ttio  i>or>pItf  by  lonie  other 
mcauft.  Tliu  old  A».i*»  will  recuivt)  aDuually  a  «um  of 
nioney  frmn  tiie  treasury,  but  they  will  pny  in  a  lartnir 
aum,  tn-^otlicr  with  tbu  vxpenAM  of  collection  and  diatrf- 
buUun." 

Mr.  Bm^hanan,  our  present  distinj^uished 
Chief  Magistrate,  with  equal  clearness,  ex- 
(M>sed  its  trickery  in  1841 : — 

"  Knt  tho  ab<)urlitv  of  the  moanure  at  this  time  did  not 
ftnp  ht're.  Thl««  bill  was  made  tho  prvtoxt  or  th»*  n-nson 
why  wo  hhonlil  jvatw  the  tux  or  rovcnur  bill.  Tho  di-firiuncy 
croatC'l  by  tho  ono  bill,  it  ih  Miid,  must  Iv  fiuppliiil  )>y  th*' 
otiier.  And  iiow  RuppIii^I  ?  Ity  a  tax  of  tWf  iity  y^r  c«'nt. 
upnn  coffjf  and  tea — nrtii-lon  wliirh  tho  habitH  of  tlio  |ie<>|i]e 
of  IViMiHvlTania  had  rfUilore*!  niH'OHmrioK  of  lit**,  and  wldih 
eutori'.l  liirpi'ly  into  tin-  cituKumption  of  OTt«ry  fniuily.  \dn\r 
or  rl.'b.  Whllo  that  bill  thui*  taxtnl  cotroo  and  toa.'it  loft 
riilrivid  in«n  impfirttnl  f>ir  tlio  Uhe  of  corpora tioim  fn-o  of 
duty:  and  y(>t.  slrHn;;e  »(<  it  mi^ht  ii«'om.  a  iVniihylvaiiia 
Si-nator  was  a^k^**!  Xf^  viol.nto  tin*  i'Xi>n-M  bni;iiap-  of  hiM 
In*ttructi"n(i.  and  Tot4>  for  the  lan<l  bill  which  ii  wan  avowoil 
wouM  render  i\\w  odioun  tax  absolutely  ni-iV8>.-try.  The 
annuni  <ll.'itriburjon  un>lor  the  liiiid  bill  wouM  l»e  otpiul  to 
but  a  litt'e  inon*  than  an  oleven-pvnny-bit  tooHi^Ii  indiTidnal 
Id  1Viiii>:ylvanla,  whil>t  tho  tax  to  whirh  inoli  of  thom 
woubi  br  "UtjiTt*-*!,  in  oiiiii«»ijaonce  of  Ur  i>;is<aire,  on  Ihf 
articli'H  of  colfiv  and  ti-a  alono,  must  con-itbTMbly  exceed 
that  amount.    This,  tiuly.  was  wuie  lefdf^latiou!'' 

2.  Diih'ibufion  imjmirs  the  simplicily  and 
iconomt/  of  the  state  fjorfrnment'*, — It  stimu- 
lates extravagant  expenditures — im-reased  in- 
debtedness— and  will  result  in  addiridnal  bur- 
dens npim  the  people,  in  the  form  of  higlicr 
and  mon^  oppressive  ttixation.  Docs  any  man 
for  a  inMinent  believe  that  the  annual  diwtribu- 
tiim  paid  by  the  federal  government  to  the 
states  wtjuld  be  applied  to  lessen  the  existing 
tixes  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  small  as  the 
distributive  share  of  Virginia  might  be,  it 
would  only  be  used  as  a  stimulant  to  new  and 
larger  appro] iriat ions  ?  Why  arc  all  the  un- 
finished railroads  now  so  clamorous  for  distri- 
butjon  7    Vfhj  are  the  people  on  the  line  of 


these  projected  improvcmentBuo  ftnxuiifl  for 
the  triumph  of  the  policy  ?  Is  it  not  becansie 
they  believe  and  avow  that  the  fuud,  if  re- 
ceived, will  be  applied  to  the  construction  of 
these  roads,  or  made  the  )>asi8  upon  which 
new  state  bonds  would  be  issued  ? 

Qeneral  Jacksi)n,  whose  keen  sagacity  and 
genuine  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the  petjple 
cannot  be  questioned,  has  left  up<m  the  record 
the  following  emphatic  declaration  of  his  views 
on  this  aspect  of  the  subject.  In  his  eighth 
annual  message  he  said  : — 

"  All  wQI  admit  that  the  slmplldtj  and  cennomy  of  Ibo 
state  fj^Temments  mainly  il«pend  on  the  Act  that  monry 
baa  to  be  tmpplied  to  aupport  them  by  the  aamo  men.  i  r 
their  aeenttf,  who  vote  it  away  in  appropriationii.  llori(«>, 
when  uiere  are  extraracnint  and  wa>t«fiil  appropriations, 
there  must  be  a  correFponding  inon!«i>e  in  taxes;  and  tba 
people,  becoming  awakenitd.  will  nociwuirily  sorutlnisi-  the 
character  of  measuroa  which  thna  increase  their  banlnniL 
By  the  watchful  eye  of  aelf-intpre(*t.  the  apents  of  the  people 
in  the  ptate  goTernmentu  are  repreffteMl  and  kept  within  thft 
limita  of  a  juut  economy.  Hut  if  the  m-oeaiKlty  of  leryinj 
the  taxes  W  taken  frrim  thos*^  who  make  the  ap'propriaClnn* 
and  thrown  upon  a  more  distant  and  leSH  responsible  Nfi 
of  public  aRentft,  who  hare  power  to  appnuirh  the  people  by 
an  indire<-t  and  stoiUthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to  Wbt 
that  prodiirality  will  soon  snpersede  those  cbararteristkt 
which  hare  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  anU 
confinenv  to  t'lr  ."tato  govemments  as  the  main  stay  of  our 
Union  and  !!bert<'-«  The  state  lefdslHtures.  inatend  of 
studyin;r  tu  reslrl*"^  \\iicir  state  expenditures  to  the  smallest 
ixtsfiible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for  their  prof ucion. and  harass 
tlie  i;eneral  {roTemment  for  increa.-ieil  supplies.  I'rarticmllT, 
there  would  soon  be  but  one  taxin;:  power,  and  tliat  rentvd 
in  a  body  of  men  far  removed  from  the  pc>ple,  in  which  the 
fannint;  and  mechanic  Intenvts  would  tkcareely  tre  repre> 
sen  ted.  The  state*  would  gradually  lose  thi-ir  parity,  aa 
well  as  their  indepi>ndence :  they  would  iMit  dare  to  murmur 
at  the  pnK-eedincs  of  tlic  f;*^''*^^^  froTi-rnmont,  lest  tbeT 
should  lose  their  supplies:  all  would  Ix?  mer^M  In  a  practlcd 
cons<jlidation,  cemented  br  wlde-Mproad  cnrrupti*  n.  which 
wouM  only  In?  eradicated  by  one  of  thi.>se  bbKNl^-  r«>\oUitioni 
wliich  occajiionally  overthrow  the  de^putiu  systems  of  the 
old  world." 

ee«e4>*a« 

'*  A  systom  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  l>o  snpfir.M^ 
to  have  litH-n  sanctioned  l-y  the  frnmoni  t»f  the  Consritnti<4i 
when  they  oonf«Tri»<i  on  Confrrefs  the  taxinji:  powi-r:  and  I 
feel  piTsu.idofl  that  a  niHtun*  oxinninatUtn  of  the  su>-j<  ct 
will  KiiliKfy  every  one  that  then;  are  instirmountsl'lo  liifll- 
cultie-i  in  tho  ripenitiou  of  any  jilau  wliiih  can  N*  ib'vi-«'d 
of  ctillcoting  reviTiue  for  the  puri-<n«rt  of  diftributmfr  it. 
Conjrn'st  is  only  anthrtrixed  to  lovy  taxes  *to  pay  t>ie  drlts 
and  pnivido  f«ir  the  c«>mmon  drfi'oco  and  peneral  Wflfur»»  uf 
the  rnit«.*d  States.*  There  is  no  six'h  provision  ns  wduld 
authorize  C«inj:r«ss  to  ctillett  to;;ethor  the  pr«>pcrty  of  the 
muntry,  un<lor  the  name  of  revenue,  for  the  pu^pl»^e  "'f 
di\i'lin>;  it.  et^ually  or  uneiiually,  among  the  states  or  the 
iHtiple." 

3.  Distribution  leads  to  consolidation  and  the 
concentration  of  all  poicer  in  the  Jiatinnat  f/nrrrt^ 
ment. — Upon  tliis  point,  also,  I  take  great  jilea- 
suro  in  fortifvini^  niv  viows  ])v  an  extract  frnrn 

a  "^  a  •' 

General  Jackson's  mos»;»gp,  disaj^proving  ilic 
land  distributi<m  bill  of  1.^33.     lie  savs  : — 

*•  nnt  tlii."  bill  assumes  a  now  principle.  Its  objoi-t  is  not 
to  return  to  the  pt-oplo  an  unh\(>id:iMe  surplus  i-f  revenue 
paid  in  by  them,  but  ti>  crrut^'  a  surphis  fur  di^tribuiJ<rD 
HUi'in;;  the  statett.  It  sois^'s  Iho  entire  pnic<'ei|M  of  rne  wmii'e 
of  rerenuo  and  sets  them  af-art  as  a  hur]>lu.s  ni.-ikui;;  It 
nect>.«Kiry  to  ralsi>  the  moneys  for  r>n]>purtin^  the  |i:uvfmnifnt 
and  mi*«'tlnn  the  p-nvral  cLarvros  fn»m  <ither  s*'nree«.  It 
rven  throws  the  entin*  land  i>y-<toni  u)<<iu  the  ru'^ti.m''  f-  r 
its  *upiM>rt.  and  makes  the  puiiiic  land>  a  |H>r|H;lUAl  ^bann 
u|Hin  the  tr*^■t^ury.  It  d'K'h  not  return  to  the  people  DUineye 
aocidi.-n tally  or  unavoiilhbly  ]Miid  by  them  to  the  uovemmi*ut, 
by  whieb  they  arc  not  Mant4^1.  but  c«imp<ds  the  pt>ople  to 
pay  moneys  into  the  tre.ihury  for  tho  men*  purpose  of 
creatinvc  a  r-nrplus  for  distribution  to  their  stat«f  irovem* 
ments.  If  thin  prinoiplH  U*  ontv  a4lmitt<<<l,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  perceive  to  what  eon.Hei]uenres  it  may  load." 

•  «*•«•*« 

**  It  appears  to  me  that  a  nunv  direct  road  to  consolidatioD 
•annot  b«>  devisotl.  Money  {•!  ))«<wer,  ami  in  that  coverDineiit 
whioh  pays  &U  the  i.i>^^  UAoert  ot  the  etAtet  wiU  all 
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polKiod  fowvr  W  mMHitklW  aOBMBlntta.  TIm  i4att 
tfuTn-DOieDtm  if  goTernmeoti  thqr  might  then  be  called, 
woald  loee  all  their  IndepwDdeiiee  and  dignity.  The  ecoucmy 
whirb  now  distingvUhee  tbemwovid  be  oonTerted  Into  a 
prtifurion  limited  only  bj  the  extent  of  the  supply.  Bring 
the  dependants  of  the  general  goremment,  and  looking  to 
it4  treaaury  as  the  source  of  ad  their  emolnmenta,  the  state 
offlcvnt.  under  whatefer  name*  ttify  might  pasa»  and  by 
wliattfTer  forms  their  duties  might  be  preecribed,  would,  in 
efTect,  be  the  nierv  sUpendlariea  and  instruments  of  the 
eentral  power." 


**  It  Is  too  obvioui  that  aneh  a  course  would  snbTert  our 
«eU*l)alanct>d  i>ystem  of  goTemment,  and  ultimately  deprlTe 
us  of  all  tho  MesHlngs  now  derlTed  fhun  our  happy  Union." 

4.  DUtrihtUion  is  a  virtual  recognition  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  appropriate  money  from 
the  national  treasury  for  olffects  of  local  inter- 
fuU  improvement. — This  power,  which  for  a 
Quarter  of  a  century  has  been  repudiated  and 
oisaTOwed  by  all  political  parties  in  this 
country,  bids  fair  to  oe  again  recognised  if  the 
distribution  policy  becomes  triumphant.  Of 
what  avail  is  it  to  assert  that  Congress  cannot 
make  a  direct  appropriation  from  the  treasury 
for  such  objects,  if  you  concede  the  power  of 
Con^ss  to  do  the  same  act  indirectly  by 
placmg  its  funds  into  tho  state  treasuries  to 
De  applied  for  such  purposes?  What  now 
gives  energy  and  nowor  to  this  general  move- 
ment in  favor  of  aistribution  ?  Is  it  not  in  a 
great  measure  the  local  internal  improvement 
enterprises  of  the  state  ?  Do  they  not  expect 
and  are  they  not  struggling  to  construct  and 
complete  their  roads  by  federal  money,  first 
to  be  distributed  by  Congress  to  the  states, 
and  by  the  states  to  be  transferred  to  them  ? 

Upon  this  point,  too,  I  take  pleasure  in 
fortifying  my  position  by  the  opinion  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson.  In  the  veto  message,  before 
referred  to,  he  said : — 

**  But  there  are  other  principles  asserted  In  the  bm  which 
would  have  impelled  me  to  withhold  my  slgnaturo,  had  I 
not  seen  in  it  a  Tiolation  of  the  compacts  oy  which  the 
United  States  arquircd  title  to  a  large  portion  of  the  public 
lands.  It  reasserts  the  principle,  contained  in  the  bill  autho- 
rising; a  subacription  to  the  stock  of  the  MaTsrille,  Washings 
too.  Paris,  and  Lexington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  from 
which  I  was  compelled  to  withhidd  my  consent,  fbr  reasons 
contained  in  my  mesMge  of  the  27th  of  May,  1830,  to  the 
House  (^  Reprectentatires.  The  leading  principle  then 
asserted  was,  that  Oongrera  possesses  no  oonstitutional 
power  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  for  ol^ects  of  a  local  character  within  the  states.  That 
principle,  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  suppoeing,  has  recelTsd 
the  unequivocal  sanction  of  the  American  people,  and  all 
iubwqnent  reflection  has  but  satisfied  me  more  thoroughly 
that  the  interest*  of  our  people  and  the  purify  of  our  goram- 
ment,  if  not  its  existence,  depend  on  its  obserrance.  Th« 
public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  tlie  moneys  arising  from  their  sale  are  a  part  of  the 
public  rsTenne.  This  bill  professes  to  raiee  from  and  appro- 
priate a  portion  of  this  pulilie  revenue  to  certain  states,  pro- 
viding expreialy  that  it  nhall  *  be  appll«Hi  to  ol^eets  of  internal 
improvament  or  education  within  those  stataa,'  and  then 
proceeds  to  appropriate  the  balance  to  all  the  stotes,  with 
the  declaration  that  it  shall  be  applied  *  to  such  pnrpoees  as 
the  legislature  of  the  said  respectWe  states  shall  deem  pro- 
per.* The  former  approprlaoon  is  expressly  for  internal 
Improrements  or  education,  without  qnalifloation  as  to  the 
kind  of  improrements,  and  therelbre  in  express  Ttolation  of 
the  principle  maintained  in  my  ol^jeetlons  to  the  turnpike- 
road  bill  atxtre  referred  to.  The  latter  appropriation  is  more 
brodid,  and  f^ves  the  money  to  be  appUed  to  any  loeal  pur- 
pose whatsoever.  It  will  not  bo  denied,  that  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  a  portion  of  the  money  might  have  been 
applied  to  making  the  very  road  to  wMdi  the  bill  of  1880 
liad  refervnce,  and  must,  of  ouurse,  eome  within  the  aeopa 
of  the  same  principle.  If  the  monmr  cf  the  United  States 
•aanot  be  appHed  to  loeal  pnrpoaes  through  its  own  aganta, 
•a  Htda  ean  ft  be  permitted  to  be  thos  azpendad  through 
tht  afsiMy  of  the  stat»  ginariiniMla**  I 


5.  Distribution  is  a  vniual  reeognitwn  of  the 
power  and  duty  of  Congress  to  assume  the 
aehts  of  the  stales, — ^Does  not  every  distribn- 
tionist,  who  argues  with  you  on  the  su^ect, 
place  prominently  before  you,  as  one  of  the 
very  objects  of  his  policy,  the  application  of 
the  funds  to  the  payment  of  the  existing  debt 
of  the  states  ?  When  some  years  ago  a  reso- 
lution was  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  declaring  that  the  federal 
government  had  no  power  to  assume  the  debt 
of  the  states,  Mr.  vlay,  in  an  impassioned 
manner,  exclaimed,  "When,  where,  and  by 
whom  was  the  extravagant  idea  ever  enter- 
tained of  an  assumption  of  the  state  debts  by 
the  general  government  V  There  was  not  % 
solitary  voice  raised  in  favor  of  such  a  measure 
in  the  Senate.  Little  did  Mr.  Clay  imanne 
that  in  so  short  a  time  many  who  now  p^ess 
to  be  devotcdlv  attached  to  his  memory, 
should  be  found  maintaining  the  policy  of 
distribution  upon  the  express  and  exclusive 
ground  that  the  federal  government  will  there- 
by be  assuming  and  paying  so  much  of  the 
debt  of  tho  states. 

6.  Distribution  in  its  operation  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  poor  man. — In  that  admira- 
ble system  which  has  heretofore  distinguished 
the  disposition  and  management  of  our  pubUe 
lands,  two  important  results  have  constantly 
been  kept  in  view — settlement  and  revenue* 
By  certainty  of  title  and  cheapness  of  price, 
proper  inducements  have  been  offered  to  the 
poor  man  to  abandon  the  crowded  marts  of 
the  East,  and  to  find  in  the  West  a  home 
where,  by  his  hardy  toil  and  honest  labor,  he 
may  rear  his  family  in  comfort  and  affluence. 
To  enable  the  government  successfully  to  pro- 
mote settlement — ^the  paramount  leading  ob- 
ject of  the  naUonal  trust — ^it  was  essential 
that  the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be 
fixed  at  a  sum  so  reasonable  as  to  bring  the 
purchase  within  tho  means  of  every  poor  man 
in  the  country.    Whilst  the  government  hat 
not  been  indifferent  to  revenue,  it  has  never- 
theloss  made  that  consideration  subordinate 
to  the  other  higher  and  nobler  purj^e  of  the 
trust.    But  if  the  system  of  distribution  be 
adopted,  you  will  immediately  reverse  the 
former  wise  and  liberal  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment.   Then  revenue— not  settlement — ^wiU 
become  the  primary,  paramount,  and  leading 
object  of  the  system ;  and  relying  as  the  states 
will  upon   their  annual  stipends  from   the 
national  treasury,  the  government  will  be  re- 
quired to  acyust  prices  with  the  scales  of  a 
Shylock,  and  fix  tne  price  of  the  land  at  that 
sum  which  will  bring  the  most  money  into  the 
treasury  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.    Set- 
tlement, as  the  primary  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, will  then  be  abandoned ;  the  interests 
of  the  poor  man  seeking  a  home  in  the  West 
will  be  disregarded  amidst  the  clamor  for  large 
dividends,  and  the  management  and  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  will  be  reflated  by  all  the 
paltry  and  selfish  considerations  which  govern 
a  close  corporation  in  making  its  annujij  r» 
port  of  profita  to  a  body  of  hungry  stoeUioldnE. 
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From  ike  Democraiic  Natumdl  Platforms 
for  the  last  twenty  years, 

"  That  the  federal  ffOTenunoqi  is  one  of  limited  power, 
derived  ^nWly  from  the  Constitntioii ;  and  the  grantt  of 
power  made  therein  ou^ht  to  he  gtrktly  coni>tru«d  bjr  all 
the  d*)|»artuents  aod  agenta  of  the  gOTemment;  and  that 
it  {«  inr\pe<lient  and  daogeroiu  to  exerdae  doubtful  oonsti* 
turlonal  pow«ra. 

'*  That  the  Comttltution  dooa  not  confer  authority  upon 
the  federal  Rovernmeut,  directly  or  indirectlr,  to  aaxume 
the  dcbis  of  the  Mveral  etatve,  contracted  for  local  and  in- 
tenial  impruvemunts  or  other  st^te  purpOKi,  nor  would 
such  u#8um|itlon  be  just  or  expedient. 

'*  Thut  the  proceed;  of  the  public  lantls  ought  to  be  Nacredly 
applied  to  tlie  national  objectii  upecifled  in  the  Oonatitution, 
aud  thai  we  are  op|ioaod  to  any  law  for  the  diotributlon  of 
luch  pn>oeirdR  among  the  states  as  alilce  inexpedient  in 
policy,  and  repugnant  to  the  Oonstitution.** 

'^Vlmt  icould  he  the  amount  for  annual  dis- 
tribiUionf — Amongst  the  artifices  resorted  to 
by  the  opposition  press  to  dignify  the  present 
issue,  and  to  attract  the  attention  and  cupidity 
of  the  people,  are  the  false  and  fallacious  state- 
ments of  the  amount  that  would  be  for  distri- 
bution. In  this  discreditable  game,  I  regret 
to  see  that  the  respectable  ^itors  of  the 
Nptional  Intel ligcne^^r  have  played  so  con- 
spicuous a  part.  They  Imve  prepared  tabular 
statements  designed  for  genenvl  circulation, 
and  which  have  been  eagerly  seized  upon  by 
our  editors  in  this  state,  exhibiting  the  totiil 
grot>s  a<rf;rcgate  receipts  from  the  public  lands, 
from  nSO  to  the  1st  July,  I85G,  amounting, 
according  to  the  statement,  to  $122,311,2^)4, 
which  tliey  very  generously  proceed  to  dis- 
tribute ;  and  they  announce  the  wonderful 
discovery,  that  if  this  amount,  instead  of  hav- 
ing been  applied  to  the  national  objects  speci- 
fied in  the  Constitution,  such,  for  example,  as 
fighting  the  battles  of  our  country  against 
foreign  invaders,  were  at  this  moment  in  the 
national  treasury  and  ready  for  distribution, 
the  share  of  Virginia  would  be  $9,337,773,  all 
duly  set  forth  in  flaring  capitals. 

Wonderful  discovery  I  And  they  might, 
with  equal  fairness,  have  made  out  tabular 
statements  to  show  that  if  all  tlie  money  which 
had  been  collected  from  customs,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  government  to  the  present 
time,  was  at  this  moment  in  the  national  trea- 
sury ready  for  distribution,  what  an  amazing 
pile  it  would  be  I  But  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  that, 
as  poor  and  needy  as  they  may  suppose  the 
people  of  A^irginia  to  be,  and  as  fond  of  money, 
they  prefer  their  laws,  liberties,  institutions, 
and  independence  even  to  the  golden  visions 
which  they  have  portrayed  before  them ;  nor 
do  they  look  back  vrith  any  regret  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  seventy  years,  when 
they  feel  that  the  money  has  been  nobly  ap- 
plied to  the  acquisition  of  their  liberties,  the 
preservation  of  their  national  independence, 
and  the  maintenance  of  that  noble  system  of 
civil  government  under  which  we  live.  But 
why  are  such  visionary  statements  placed  be- 
fore the  popular  mind  ?  Is  it  not  to  bewilder 
and  mislead  the  puldic  judgment?  Is  there 
a  sane  politician  in  the  country  who  would 
countenance  a  distribution  of  money  not  now 
in  the  treasury,  and  which  during  a  period  of 
seventy  years  has  been  expended  in  support 


of  the  government?  Then  why  pmde  snrli 
statements  before  the  popular  mind,  if  ntit  de> 
signed  purposely  to  produce  false  hopes  ik  hich 
they  know  are  utterly  absurd  and  unattain- 
able? 

The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  in 
giving  to  the  public  the  gross  aggregate  re- 
ceipts of  the  public  lands,  do  not  faror  us  with 
the  sums  witn  which  that  fund  is  chargeable 
for  costs  of  original  purchase,  extinguishment 
of  Indian  titles,  expenses  of  surveys,  Ao.  Had 
they  condescended  to  do  so,,  we  should  have 
the  remarkable  idea  boldly  presented  of  di»- 
tributing  a  fund  which  is  already  many  mil- 
lions in  debt  to  the  public  treasury,  added  to 
the  absurdity  of  distributing  a  mnd  which 
had  already  many  years  since  been  disposed 
of  by  Congress  in  accordance  with  the  consti- 
tutional necessities  of  the  government. 

I  shall  supply  the  omission  of  the  editors  of 
the  National  Intelligencer,  by  the  following 
exhibit  of  the  charges  upon  the  land  fund:— 

Kxtlnffuishlng  TmlUn  title* $104,179,000 

Purcha8o  of  I/nuiriiaua,  priiiripal  aod  intereat  28,60(^000 

Purrlia.«4)  of  Horida,  principal  and  interest    .  6,500.000 

Paid  to  Gefirida 3,082,000 

Pnid  to  Mexit-o  (Mcsilla  purchave  included)    .  2&iOOQ,000 

ReleaMNl  rlnims 0,000.000 

Paid  Texas 10.000.000 

Land  Office  expcnoeti,  Rurrejn  and  explorationa  16,000,000 

$105,361,000 

But  what  would  be  the  actual  amount  annu- 
ally for  distribution,  if  any  such  unwise  mea- 
sure should  fieoozie  a  law?  Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama,  in  his  report^  estimated  tlie  overage 
annual  proceeds  at  $l,7r»0,«)00.  Mr.  Calhoun 
estimates  them,  in  his  report,  in  a  previous 
part  of  this  address,  at  ?.2,5(:K),000.  Mr.  Clay 
estimated  them  at  ?3,(K)0,00().  By  referring 
to  the  tabular  statements  contained  in  that 
curious  exjvosition  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, before  referred  to,  it  will  bo  seen  that,  for 
the  last  sixteen  years,  to  wit,  since  1840,  there 
are  but  four  years  in  which  the  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  exceeded  three 
millions  of  dollars ;  twelve  yc^rs  in  which 
they  fell  below  throe  millions :  six  years  in 
which  they  fell  below  two  millions,  and  one 
year  in  which  they  fell  below  one  million.  It 
IS  true,  the  receipts  for  the  year  ending  the 
1st  of  July,  1856,  were  S8,9l7,G44:  and  yet 
we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  his  last  annual  report,  that  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  first  quarter,  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  have  fallen  below  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  the  hist  year  §1,403,3-K).48, 
rendering  it  pr<^ba])le  that  the  receipts  for  the 
present  year  will  not  much  exceed  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

I  think  it  may  then  be  fairly  assumed  that 
the  annual  average  proceo<ls  of  the  public 
lands  are  al>out  $3.(M'>0,0(X),  of  which  sum, 
upon  the  principle  of  all  the  bills  which  have 
heretofore  been  presented  and  pa-^sed,  Virgi- 
nia would  receive  SI 41,000 — a  sum  nut  suffi- 
cient to  construct  five  miles  of  railr«^ad  a  year, 
and  not  sufficient,  if  so  applied,  U)  diminish, 
in  any  perceptible  degree,  the  burden  of  our 
existing  taxes. 
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I  cannot  witlih>ld  the  fbllowinff  character- 
istic specimen  of  Mr.  Benton's  style  of  oratory, 
which  exhibits,  in  a  striking  manner,  the 
small  game  which  the  distribntionists  are  pur- 
suing. Speaking  in  the  Senate  in  1841  on  the 
land  distribution  bill,  he  said : — 

"  I  Korn  the  MU.  I  nont  Ite  Taunted  popularltj.  I  de- 
left It  Nor  can  I  eoneetve  of  an  oliiJeet  more  pitiable  and 
oontemptible  than  that  of  the  demaffociie  haranguing  for 
TOtee,  and  exhibiting  hl«  tables  cf  doUMn  and  acres,  In 
order  to  show  eaeb  Toter  or  eaeh  state,  how  much  money 
theor  will  be  able  to  obtain  ftom  the  treasorr  if  the  land 
bill  passes.  Soch  haranguing,  and  such  exhibition  is  the 
address  of  impudence  and  knaTery  to  supposed  Ignorance, 
meaanest,  and  Iblly.  It  is  treating  the  people  as  if  they 
were  penuT  wise  and  pound  Ibolish,  and  still  more  mean 
than  roollNi.  Why,  the  land  revenue,  after  deducting  the 
expenses.  If  fklrly  divided  among  the  people,  would  not 
•xoeed  niiM>penee  a  bead  per  annum;  If  fUrly  divided 
among  the  states,  and  applied  to  their  debts,  it  would  not 
supeisede  above  nine-] 
the  unite  of  the 
gone  by.    The 

and  a  half  of  dollars,  which  would  not  leave  more  than  « 
BnUoa  tir  distribution,  whldi,  among  sixteen  millions  of 
people,  would  be  exactly  Ibur-penee  halfpenny,  Vinrlnia 
money,  per  head ;  a  fip  in  New  York,  and  and  a  picaillon 
In  Louisiana.  At  two  milUons,  it  would  be  nioe-pence  a 
liead  in  Virginia,  equivalent  to  a  levy  in  New  York,  and  a 
Mt  In  LouMana;  precisely  the  amount  which,  in  specie 
tfansi^  a  gentleman  gives  to  s  negro  boy  for  holding  his 
borse  a  minute  at  the  door.  And  tor  this  miserable  doit — 
this  insigniflcant  subdivision  of  a  shilling— a  York  shilling 
— «an  this  demagogue  suppose  that  Ute  people  are  base 
•BOUgh  to  violate  thrir  Constitution — mean  enough  to  sur- 
render the  defence  of  their  country,  and  stupid  enough  to 
be  taxed  In  their  coffee,  tea,  salt,  sugar,  coats,  hsts,  blankuts, 
tfioei,  shirts,  and  every  article  of  eomlbrt,  decency,  or  neces- 
sity, which  they  eat,  drink,  or  wear,  or  on  which  they  stand, 
■it,  sleep,  or  Ue?" 

And  yet,  with  no  professed  object  in  view 
but  to  plunder  the  national  treasury  of  this 
oontemptible  pittance,  and  then  to  supply  that 
deficiency  thus  created  by  a  new  tax  upon 
consumption,  has  a  bold  and  defiant  issue 
been  joined  this  spring  with  the  Democratic 
party ;  the  opposition  press  of  this  state  every- 
where glittering  in  steel  and  calling  to  arms ; 
conventions  summoned  to  bring  forth  candi- 
dates for  Congress  and  for  the  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  even  some  well  meaning  and  most 
ezoellent  Democrats  seduced  from  their  allegi- 
ance to  confederate  with  the  bitter  and  uncom- 
promising enemies  of  their  party  and  prin- 
ciples. 

Tariff  tf  1857.— The  time  selected  for  the 
revival  of  the  distribution  policv  is  not  less 
remarkable  than  the  policy  itself.  When  it 
was  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress 
between  1833  and  1841,  there  was  then  this 
palliation  for  it,  to  wit^  that  the  tariff  was 
then  regulated  by  a  formal  compact  for  a 
period  of  nine  years,  and  under  which  com- 
pact there  would  necessarily  be  a  surplus  in 
the  treasury  resulting  from  duties  on  imports. 
But  now  it  is  sought  to  be  revived  upon  the 
heel  of  the  legislation  of  the  last  Conmss  re- 
ducing the  receipts  from  customs  below  the 
revenue  standara  of  the  government.  The 
avera^  expenditure  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment 18  now  ascertained  to  be,  with  our  im- 
mensely extended  territory,  about  $48,000,000 
a  year.  The  rate  of  taxation  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress  has  been  so  r^uced,  in 
connexion  with  the  extended  list  of  free  arti- 
cles, that  by  the  tariff'  which  goes  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  of  July,  1857,  the  nvenne,  if 


the  importations  of  the  present  year  and  com* 
ing  year  be  the  same,  will  be  diminished  some 
$17,000,000,  making  our  revenue  from  customs 
for  the  next  fiscal  year  some  $47,000,000— one 
million  less  than  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
government.  We  looked  to  the  public  lands 
as  supplying  at  least  $3,000,000  more,  which 
would  give  a  federal  rcTenue  of  $50,000,000, 
against  an  expenditure  of  $48,000,000,  leaving 
but  $2,000,000  to  cover  those  oontineencies  to 
which  every  government  is  liable.  Withdraw 
from  the  national  treasury  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands,  and  it  is  manifest,  from  this  statement, 
the  revenue  will  fall  below  the  average  ex« 
penses  of  the  government.  Conmss  would 
then  be  compelled  to  recede  from  tne  advances 
which  it  maae  last  winter  in  the  direc^im  of 
free  trade,  and  to  revive  the  burdens  which  it 
has  heretofore  imposed  upon  the  commercial 
industry  of  the  nation.  This  would  be  espe- 
ciallv  unfortunate,  in  view  of  the  fact,  that, 
by  the  tariff  which  goes  into  operation  on  the 
Ist  of  July,  1857,  many  articles,  which  enter 
into  the  mechanical  labor  of  the  country,  and 
add  to  the  profit  of  the  mechanic,  without 
injury  to  the  consumer,  are  placed  upon  the 
free  list,  or  pay  a  mere  nominal  duty.  Look- 
ing, then,  to  the  necessary  operation  of  the 
tariff  of  1857  upon  the  interests  of  the  me- 
chanic, and  regarding  distribution  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  and  policy  of  that 
act,  I  can  but  regard  every  movement  to  pro- 
mote distribution  at  this  time  but  as  a  blow 
deliberately  aimed  at  the  mechanical  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr,  Clay.-'His  biU  in  1832.— No  politician 
was  in  principle  more  opposed  to  distribution 
than  Mr.  Clav.  To  that  extent,  at  least,  he 
retained  the  benefits  of  his  early  republican 
training,  and  coincided  with  the  policy  of  the 
Democratic  partv.  Many  passages  might  be 
extracted  fVom  his  speeches  in  proof  of  this 
fact ;  but  I  will  content  myself  with  two.  In 
his  speech  of  January  28,  1841,  he  said: — 

"The  Republican  party  of  1798,  in  whose  school  I  wts 
bronght  np,  and  to  whose  mle  of  Interpreting  the  Oonst^ 
tntion  I  have  ever  adhered,  maintained  that  this  was  a 
limited  government;  that  it  had  no  powers  bat  granted 
powers,  or  powers  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  granted  powers;  and  that.  In  any  given  instance  of  tba 
exenise  of  power,  It  wss  necessary  to  show  the  spedllo 
grant  of  it,  or  that  the  proposed  measure  was  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  Into  affect  a  specMoally  granted  power  or 
powers." 

**  There  is,  then,  I  repeat,  no  power  or  authority  In  tba 
general  government  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  in  order  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  among  the  states.  Bach  a  financial 
project,  if  any  administration  were  mad  enough  to  adopt  it, 
would  be  a  flsgrant  usurpation." 

Ag^:  Mr.  Clay,  upon  another  occasion, 

said : — 

"  For  one,  however,  I  will  again  repeat  the  declantioa 
which  I  made  early  in  the  session,  that  I  unite  cordially 
with  those  who  condemn  the  application  of  any  principle  of 
distribution  among  the  several  states  to  sanrios  rrvtnu* 
derived  from  taxation." 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Clay  modified  his  opinions 
upon  this  subject  so  far  as  he  yielaed  his 
assent  to  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 

Sroceeds  of  the  publio  lands ;  and  jret  it  is 
ifficult  to  see  any  distinction,  either  in  JHrin- 
ciple  or  practioai  results,  between  a 
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tion  from  the  national  treasury  of  moneys  col- 
lected from  customs,  or  moneys  derived  fi\)m 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.    They  both  do 
now,  and  have  from  the  foundation  of  the 
0>yerDment,  constituted  the  revenue  of  the 
Union ;  and  the  same  o])jection8  must  apply 
to  the  withdrawal  of  cither  for  tlie  pur|>*»8es 
of  gift  or  donation  to  the  states.    Mr.  Clay 
was  a  bold  and  dashing  politician.     IIo  did 
not  permit  himself  in  the  latter  period  of  his 
life  to  be  trammelled  by  nice  constitutional 
Limitations.     His  construction  of  the  powor 
of  the  national  ^vernment  became  broad, 
liberal,  and  Hamiltonian ;  and  when  the  po- 
litical necessity  was  sufficiently  urgent,  lie 
never  failed  to  see  in  the  Constitution  ample 
authority  to  do  anything  which  he  believed  to 
be  essential  to  tlio  interests  of  the  country. 
Originally  opposed  to  a  national  bank  as  a 
measure  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  he  promptly  sacrificed  his 
constitutional  objections  when  he  believed  the 
necessities  of  the  govern iiicnt  required  such 
an  uistrumcnt  of  finance.    Clear  in  his  opin- 
ions as  tu  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  South 
to  an  unrestricted  enjoyment  of  the  l>cncfit8 
of  the  public  domain,  he  nevertheless  did  not 
hesitate,  when  the  hurricane  of  1820  was 
passing  over  the  country,  with  the  hope  of 
staying  its  destructive  ravages,  to  eive  his  ap- 
proval to  that  unconstitutional  prohibition  by 
which  the  people  of  the  South  were  excluded 
from  any  fair  participation  in  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  two-thirds  of  the  national 
territory.     So  in  1832,  as  deeply  impressed  as 
he  was  with  the  inexpediency  and  unconsti- 
tutiunality  of  distributitjn,  he,  nevertheless, 
with  a  view,  as  he  believed,  of  saving  the 
public  lands  from  being  ce<lcd  to  the  states  in 
which  they  lay,  recommended  a  plan  fur  the 
distribution  of  their  proceeds  amongnt  the 
states.     Time  dues  not  permit  me  to  go  into 
any  extended   history  of  the  events  of  that 
day.     It  may  be  sufficient  to  say  that  iM>werful 
influences  were  at  work  to  force  from  Con- 
gress a  cession  of  the  public   lands  to  the 
land  states.     A  proposition  to  cede  pr«.>spoc- 
tively,  after  the   1st  of  July,  1835,  all   the 
lauds   remaining  unsold   on   that   day,   had 
actually  pa^jsed  the  Senate,  but  was  defeated 
in  the  IIou«e.    The  propisition  to  inquire  into  ; 
tlie  expediency  of  making  a  ces!?ion  of  these  j 
lands  to  the  laud  states  was,  in  1832,  against  ■ 
his  own  solemn  protestations,  referre<l  by  the  ; 
Senate  to  Mr.  Clay,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on   Manufactures,  for  a  report,     lie 
believed  the  condition  of  the  land  question  at 
that  time  to  be  such  that  either  the  govern- 
ment must  surrender  its  interests  in  the  lands 
to  the  states  in  which  tliey  lay,  or  adopt  some 
other  measure  less  objectionable.     Fn»m  this 
emergency  resulted  his  bill  for  the  distribution 
of   the  i)roceed8  of  tlieir  sale  —  a  measure 
which,  I  believe,  he  would  not  at  that  day 
have  sanctioned  if  ho  had  not  believed  it  was 
the  only  alternative  for  cession. 
Accordingly,  in  his  celebrated  report,  ho 


**  A  majority  of  the  eommlttee  Mtorct  It  better  u  ta 

nlternatlTD  Ihr  the  Hcheme  of  eeMfon  to  the  new  utete*.  aud 

as  being  mnnt  likely  to  glye  graeral  mtifrfhctlon.  Chat  the 

I  residuu  tw  dirkltMl  ainong  tbe  tw«nty-four  stataa,  acoorUiuf 

to  thfir  fwlcral  rvprooentatiTe  population,'*  Ac. 

And  again,  at  a  subsequent  period,  when 
the  same  measure  was  before  the  Senate, 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  he  and 
his  party  were  reproached  with  attempts  to 
force  it  upon  the  country.  Mr.  Clav,  refer- 
ring to  certain  projects  before  the  l&natc  to 
squander  the  public  domain,  and  among  others 
cessions  to  the  land  states  of  the  whole  within 
tlieir  limits,  said : — 

''Undi>r  theM  circomataneea,  my  ooHeagne  prencnta  a 
oonaenratlTe  meajture,  and  propones.  In  lieu  of  one  of  the5« 
waAtuful  projecta,  by  way  of  amendment,  an  eqaltaMe 
diittribution  among  idl  the  states  of  the  avails  of  the  pnblie 
lands.  With  what  propriety,  then,  can  it  be  said  that  we, 
who  are  acting  solely  on  tBe  defensire,  have  forced  the 
measure  upon  our  opponents F  Let  them  withdraw  their  Mil, 
and  I  will  answer  for  it  that  my  colleague  will  withdraw 
hL(  aniendniunt,  and  will  not  at  this  seaiioii  preii  any 
measure  of  dictribuUon.    No^  sir;  no." 

I  am  prepared  to  do  Mr.  Clay  the  justice  to 
say  that  Iiis  bill  did  accomplish  the  great  ob- 
ject which  its  illustrious  author  had  in  view 
when  he  introduced  it.  It  has  performed  its 
functions.  It  destroyed  the  greater  monster 
cession.  For  fifteen  years  we  have  seen  no. 
man  rise  in  either  House  of  Congress  the  ad- 
vocate of  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  states. 
We  hear  of  no  such  class  of  politicians  now  ia 
the  country ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  Mr. 
Clay  himself,  although  a  long  time  in  Con- 
gress subsequent  to  1844,  was  never  known 
after  that  day  to  revive  any  such  proposition 
again  in  that  b(.»dy. 

JVebsterf  JticeSj  and  Benton. — It  is  manifest 
to  all  who  have  read  the  extracts  previously 
taken  from  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Webster,  tha^ 
with  his  strong  constitutional  impressions  of 
the  public  lands  being  a  public  ruud  for  the 
common  benefit  of  tlie  United  States  in  their 
federal  capacity,  he  must  have  yielded  a  very 
reluctant  osKcnt  to  the  pn)iH)8ition  to  dividlo 
these  funds  amongst  the  states  for  their  sepa- 
rate use.  I  have  tlierefore  sought,  with  no 
little  labor,  to  find  amongst  his  writings  or 
Kpceehes  some  argument  in  suj)|>ort  of  that 
proposition.  But  I  have  looked  In  vain.  Al- 
though in  Congress  many  years,  during  which 
time  the  bill  was  pressed  ujwn  the  country, 
and  when,  doubtless,  as  a  party  measure,  he 
gave  it  his  vote,  I  can  find  no  vindication  by 
him,  in  that  body,  of  a  policy  so  directly  in 
conflict  with  his  earlier  and  unanswerable 
opinions  on  that  subject. 

Knowing,  too,  that  Mr.  Rives  was  one  of 
the  Wliig  Senators  from  Virginia,  at  the  extra 
session  of  1841,  when  the  bankrupt  bill,  the 
land  distribution  bill,  and  a  butch  of  similar 
measures  were  forced  upon  the  country,  de- 
stined scarcely  to  survive  the  Congrosi*  which 
passed  them,  I  felt  curious  to  know  what  a 
k^enator  from  A'irgiuia,  raised  at  the  fet-t  of 
James  Madison,  and  intimate  with  Jefferson, 
could  say  in  support  of  a  measure  so  directly 
in  conflict  with  all  the  teachings  of  these  great 
masters.  Mr.  Kives  voted  for  the  bill — Mr. 
RItob  made  a  speech  in  the  Senate  in  support 
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of  the  bill — ^Mr.  Rives  procared  his  notes  of 
the  reporter  for  reTision— a  vacant  space  ap- 
pears in  the  index  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
inyiting  its  inBcrtion.  Mr.  Kives  yet  lives, 
but  no  speech  of  Mr.  Rives  has  yet  appeared 
to  vindicate  his  position  on  that  occasion.  Did 
he  find,  when  he  came  to  review  his  position, 
and  in  the  still  and  quiet  repose  of  his  chapi- 
ber  to  ponder  over  tne  principles  involved  in 
that  measure,  that  they  were  such  as  he  could 
not  exactly  reconcile  to  his  judgment  and  pa- 
triotism ?  Did  a  more  careful  scrutiny  satisfy 
him  that  his  arguments  were  fallacious  and 
his  positions  irreconcileable  with  the  true 
theory  and  with  the  honest  practice  of  the  ^ 
vemment  ?  Did  he  shrink  from  a  submission 
of  the  ^unds  of  his  opinion  to  the  stern  and 
impartial  judgment  oi  his  state?  And  was 
he  content  to  let  it  pass  as  the  vote  of  the 
mere  partisan,  to  be  aefended  upon  such  con- 
siderations as  might  justify  and  excuse  an 
exact  compliance  with  the  l)ehest8  of  party  ? 

Does  Virginia  derive  no  benefit  from  the 
public  latids  t — Notvrithstandins  the  clear 
and  unanswerable  exposition  of  facts  con- 
tained in  this  address,  we  shall  still,  as  in  the 
davs  of  our  revolutionary  struggle,  have  our 
Johnny  Hooks  running  through  the  country, 
exclaiming  beef  I  beef  1  money  I  money!  land  I 
land  I  and  declaring  that  Virginia  derives  no 
benefit  from  the  public  domam,  but  that  all 
its  advantages  are  monopolized  by  the  south- 
em  and  northwestern  land  states.  Is  this 
true?  Does  not  Virginia  derive  every  bene- 
fit from  the  public  lands,  and  in  a  higher  and 
greater  degree  than  she  herself  anticipated 
when  she  united  with  her  sister  states  in  a 
surrender  of  them  to  the  federal  government  ? 
Were  they  not  granted  for  the  "  common  de- 
fence and  support  of  the  Union,"  and  have 
their  proceeds  not  been  so  applied  ?  Have 
they  not  gone  into  your  national  treasury,  and 
been  applied  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  your  revo- 
lutionary war  ?  of  your  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence ?  and  of  the  Mexican  war  ?  to  the 
maintenance  of  your  army,  your  navy,  and 
your  judiciary — to  defena  you  in  war,  and 
give  wings  to  your  commerce  in  peace  ?  Did 
she  not  make  large  reservations  of  land  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Miami  rivers  for  the 
benefit  of  her  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war?  and  have  not  these  reserva- 
tions been  most  liberally  and  bountifully  ap- 
plied to  their  relief,  and  in  amount  far  beyond 
their  extent  ?  Did  she  not  impose  it  as  a  con- 
dition of  the  grant,  "that  the  territory  so 
ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and  formed  into  states, 
containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  and 
that  the  states  so  formed  shall  be  distinct  re- 
publican states,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  so- 
vereignty, freedom,  and  independence  as  the 
other  states  ?"  And  has  not  this  condition  been 
faithfully  fulfilled?  Five  free,  prosperous, 
and  sovereign  states— oo-equal  members  of 
oar  federal  alliance— now  occapy  that  terri- 
toij,  which  at  the  period  of  the  erant  was  the 
•bmless  abode  of  the  «ntotorea  savage  and 
33 


the  nntameable  wild  beast.  From  ererj  pait 
of  that  then  wild  and  uncultivated  wilderness 
is  now  heard  the  voice  of  Christian  and  civiU 
ized  roan,  doing  homage  to  his  great  Creator^ 
and  rejoicing  in  the  blessings  of  the  freest  and 
noblest  system  of  popular  government  which 
the  world  has  ever  seen.  &  it  no  source  of 
pride  to  Virginia  ?  Does  it  inspire  her  with 
no  loAy  reminiscences  to  reflect  that  she  has 
had  some  agency  in  this  mighty  work  of 
Christianity,  civilization,  and  liberty?  But 
what  is  meant  by  those  who  say  the  people  of 
Virginia  derive  no  benefit  from  these  public 
lands?  Who,  in  their  opinion,  are  the  people 
of  Virginia  ?  Are  they  those  alone  who  hap^ 
pen  to  be  presidents,  stockholders,  or  persons 
interested  in  railroad  corporations?  Is  it 
even  alone  the  rich,  the  hign  bom,  the  pros** 
perous,  the  wealthy,  who  feel  that  they  are  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  goodly  heritage  of  broad 
acres,  and  who  are  content  to  spend  their  lives 
under  the  shades  of  their  patrimonial  oaks  ? 
Are  there  no  other  persons  tx)rn  upon  our  soil 
who  are  entitled  to  be  called  the  people  of 
Virginia?  Are  there  no  poor,  no  destitute, 
no  unfortunate,  and  no  heart-broken  amongst 
our  people,  who,  unblessed  by  the  advantages 
of  birth  and  fortune,  have,  for  the  last  fifty 
years,  are  now,  and  will  for  centuries  yet  to 
come,  look  to  our  great  possessions  in  the  West 
as  a  refuge  where  they  can  find  a  cheap  home, 
and  protect  themselves  and  their  cnildren 
from  penury  and  want  ?  Every  poor  man  in 
Virginia  feels  at  this  moment  tnat  he  has, 
under  our  present  system,  a  valuable  appreci- 
able interest  in  the  public  domain,  of  which 
he  can  avail  himself  at  any  moment,  and 
which  he  would  be  very  reluctant  to  surren- 
der. Again,  has  not  Virginia,  in  common 
with  her  sister  states,  derived  a  large  benefit 
from  these  public  lands,  in  the  vast  increase 
of  consumers  which  it  has  added  to  the  country, 
and  who,  by  contributing  their  proportion  to 
the  general  expenditures  of  the  federal  eovern- 
ment,  lessen  the  burden  which  would  otherwise 
fall  upon  her  people?  The  celebrated  Edmund 
Burke,  in  his  speech  recommending  that  the 
forest  lands  of  the  British  crown  should  be 
brought  into  market  and  converted  into  pri- 
vate property,  at  a  moderate  price,  laid  down 
the  following  just  and  profound  maxims  of 
political  economy : — 

**  Th«  rerenue  to  be  derired  from  the  tale  of  the  fbre«t 
land!  will  not  be  eo  considenible  as  manj  haye  Imagined; 
and  I  coDceiTe  it  woald  be  unwise  to  screw  it  np  to  the 
utmost,  or  eTen  to  suffer  bidders  to  enhance  according  to 
their  eagerness,  wherein  the  expense  of  that  purchase  may 
weaken  the  capital  to  be  employed  in  their  enlUTation.  • 
*  *  The  prindpal  rerenue  which  I  propose  to  draw  flrom 
these  uncultirated  wastes  Is  to  spring  from  the  improyement 
and  population  of  the  kingdom,  events  infinitely  more 
adrantageous  to  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  than  the  reuta 
of  the  best  landed  esUtee  which  it  can  hold.  •**»!« 
thus  that  I  would  dispose  of  the  unprofltable  landed  astatsf 
of  the  crown,  throw  them  into  the  mass  of  private  property, 
by  which  they  will  come,  through  the  course  of  circulation 
and  through  the  poUtical  seeretkms  of  the  state,  into  well- 
r^nlated  reTsnne." 

The  history  of  the  landed  system  of  oar 
country  furnishes  tiie  most  oonvinoing  proof 
of  the  value  of  cnltiTatiim.  At  the  time  that 
public  lands  were  lint  aoqnind  by  the  United 
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m  ■qpawd  Hut  th)^  eanld  b^«nnrted 


^, jiBtonMoTpftjiiigoff  UwIngB 

jwUit  dab^  of  ■atmoctine  the  foronuiM-* 
^td  iftw  Wttg  all  ifiii^  of  tMTlng  ft  nioo  i 

Cud  ftbOTB  iriutt  woald  l»  naaiMd 
BUijoiai.  ^nwonacunetoftMgmn^ 
AantsirMTai^TeanfiMnpoMd  Uienlla^r 
of  tlMa  ozpeottboDa,  and  MlaUiibed  eouoln- 
■Mj  ttwt  n  io  &om  thuT  onmntoHit  wd  not 
ftiir  nk.  that  greM  boneftt  U  to  bo  dorivod. 
Tbo  pndnoti  mm  nle  have  been  prqpMrtioii> 
■lalj  naagi^  whiUt  Uie  rarNiiio  mnn  onlti- 
Tibon  hat  dafravod  tho  oxpeiuM  of  thno 
Wi,  ood  eoaUaa  tbs  goTommont  to  be  rap- 
sorted  in  »  otyle  inJIuihilY  bejbtid  tbo  espeo- 
Mha  of  tboee  who  framed  it.  The  ktom  pio- 
•Mdi  of  die  salee  of  the  publio  Unda  hai 
been  bat  a  little  over  91^000,000,  wfailrt 

Ederired  fern  the  oastonu,  after  pay- 
all  the  expenaet  of  ooUectioii,  amounts  to 
90,000,000.  "  ThU  immauM  anouot  of 
jereone  spriDgs  fhim  the  dm  of  xnl  redacod 
,io  private  property.  For  the  dutiea  are  de- 
Htm  from  imported  goodi ;  the  goods  are 
leodTod  in  eiohanKe  for  exports;  and  the 
export!,  with  n  RnalT  redaction  for  the  profits 
flf  the  lea,  are  the  produce  of  the  farm  and 
UnceL  This  is  but  half  the  picture.  The 
ottiar  half  must  be  shown,  eod  will  display 
the  enlUvation  of  the  soU  in  its  immenae 
tsporta,  aa  giring  birth  to  commeroe  and 
■UvigatMn,  and  mpplyiag  employment  to  all 
the  trades  oonuecteJ  with  these  two  grand 
tnohee  of  national  industry,  while  the  buai- 
M  of  selling  the  land  isamengroand  leaner 
operation.  While  such  hiu  boon  the  difference 
between  sole  and  cultivation,  no  powers  of 
oalenlation  can  carry  out  the  difference  and 
Ahow  what  it  will  be;  for  whilst  the  sole  of 
die  land  is  a  single  operation,  and  con  be  per- 
fermed  but  once,  the  extraction  of  rerenue 
ftom  its  cultivation  is  an  annual  and  per- 
petanl  process,  increasing  in  productiveness 
urough  all  time  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, the  amelioration  of  eoil,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country,  and  the  epplioaUon  of 
•cienoe  to  the  industrial  pursuits. 

What  possible  twneGt,  in  the  verv  nature 
of  thines,  could  Virginia  derive  from  the 
public  Lands  that  i>hc  docs  not  now  en^oyT 
Unlike  Alabama,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Mtsais- 
-wppi,   Arkansas,  &;.,  she  has  none  of  the 

Eiblic  domain  within  her  limits  ;  and  whilst 
erefore  she  cannot  pnrtioipate  in  the  inci- 
dental  benefits  derived  from  having  them 
within  her  borders,  so  likewise  is  she  not 
exposed  to  the  bunions,  disadvantages,  and 
•nnnyanccs  incident  to  having  immense  wastes 
of  land  without. cultivation  ur  improvement, 
in  a  state  yielding  on  revenne  and  paving  no 
taxes.  With  the  iilnglc  exception,  then,  of 
nch  advantagBs  an  might  accrue  to  her  from 
having  the  public  loniu  within  her  limits,  of 
^hat  other  is  she  deprived  T  Tbe  proceeds 
el  (h«T  aole  go  into  die  common  treasur;  of 
mk  Dnida,  «m  to  that  extant  diminish  taxes 


lAM  \m  pltfle  would  othentise  hav«  |a4 
pw.    Hv  poor  can  there  find  dieap  homc^ 
enunebig  aroij  variety  of  soil,  climate,  ond'ii 
-"— .   HetmoDejedmen.  ifthcjdotM*  1 
w  taka  up   their  abode   in  tho  uMV  ' 
mftj  invest  their  spare  cosh  for  tbf , 
kga  of  their  children,  looking   to  tit*  ] 
dayvfaenpopaUtionand  BGtttcment  will  ham 
~~~ii  inotwaed  *alue  to  tlie  inveBtment ;  anj  \ 

III  M>t  of  provident  forcaighc  they  are  pro- 
tested by  eompaots  bctwcon  the  federal  govenr  ' 
ment  and  the  ttates,  bj  which  the  latter  ft 
eror  debar  tbenisolvciii  of  the  right  of  il^^ 
any  iiyimoiia  diocH  mi  nation  in  th  -  -^ 
toxatkia  between  r«aid«at  and  i__  . 
proprieton.  I  aoin  repeat,  vrfaat  bifjilMr  m 
oQtet  benefit  oanit  be  posnble  to  gin  to  Tv 
ginia on  the  pnblie  danaint 

b  Tirginia  m  Ac  dsettw/— This  ia  oao  ot 
those  favoriU  topioa  npon  which  the  diatribe 
tionisis,  ohimiug  in  vith  the  abolitioa  onton 
of  the  North,  and  stealiDg  from  ttien  tah 
their  flgnres  of  speeeh  and  fignrea  of  ■lilliinii 
tic,  descant  with  more  than  their  eoaUoMn 
eloqaenee  and  power.  We  are  told  Tirgiua  H 
poor  and  opprMsed  by  debt;  that  ber  {iiniiilft 
tlon  is  rapioly  flyinf^  oeyond  her  limita :  that 
her  lands  are  depreciating  in  volne,  and  tliol 
we  shall  soon  retaro  to  our  primeval  oonditNB 
of  a  wilderness,  nnlese  we  can  get  front  th* 
notional  treaaary  onr  divideod  of  tbe  iMid 
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(he  alata.  Onr  oondition  is  feelinglT  eomporiel 
with  that  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  &«,, 
and  their  rapid  growth  coutiaetad  with  onr 
rapid  and  hopeless  decline.  It  ia  true  thai 
Virginia,  taken  altogether  as  a  stote,  does  not 
exhibit  at  this  time  tne  rapid  growth  which  wo 
seein  the  youngrepublicB  of  tnenorthweet.  It 
rould  be  strange,  indeed,  if  it  were  so — quite 
s  strange  as  it  a  man  of  mature  years  ehonld 
row  as  rapidly  in  height  as  a  boy  of  fbmrteen. 
lut  to  assert  that  Virginia  is  decUoing  in 
'Balth,  population,  improvement,  or  ouyulng 
else  that  contributes  to  form  the  material  power 
of  a  great  commonwealth,  is  utterly  false  and 
unfounded,  and  eihibite  a  total  unacqnunta&ee 
with  ber  actual  condition.  In  the  extent, 
value,  and  variety  of  our  mineral  resonroes, 
ours  is  beyond  all  question  the  richest  state  in 
the  Union,  and  tbe  time  is  near  at  hand  when 
i^ey  will  be  in  the  full  progress  of  devek^ 
ment.  Ourpopolationis  Burelyandsteadilyoa 
the  increase ;  our  lands  are  becoming  everj 
day  more  productive ;  large  wastes  are  b<nng 
brought  into  successful  cultivation;  pttblia 
improvements  are  penetrating  every  poition 
of  the  stote,  and  immigration  is  seeking  the 
advantages  of  our  genial  climate  and  ouing 
every  day  to  our  resources  and  capaci^  to 
bear  taxation. 
Tbeofficial  stotistlcs  of  onr  state,  wbich  have 
ist  oome  to  hand,  enable  ns  very  coDclunvoly 
overthrow  tho  theories  of  the  northern  abo- 
lition writers  and  the  southern  distribntinn  a^ 
VDCotas.  founded  upon  the  supposed  deoliDBof' 
Virginia.    The  retams  of  the  iMMt  raaaHW 
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roent  of  the  real  esteie  of  this  oommonwealth  ex- 
hibi^8  an  extent  of  progress  and  improvement 
of  the  highest  and  most  gratifying  character. 
Bj  referring  to  the  reassessment  of  lands  made 
m  1856,  and  comparing  it* with  the  assessment 
made  in  1850,  less  than  six  years  ago,  it  will  be 
seen  that  within  that  short  time  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  real  estate  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
Total  assessment  of  1850  .  .  $274,680,226 
Total  assessment  of  1856    .    .      376,297,227 

Assessment  of  1856  over  that    

of  1850     . $101,617,001 

As  the  result  in  each  of  the  counties  in  this 
Congressional  district  cannot  fail  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  interest  to  the  public,  I  herewith  insert 
them. 


CoaattoL 


Berkeley 
aarke     . 
KroJerlrk 
llfttnp6hii» 
JflTerft'iD 
l>>a>Ion    . 
Morr^n    . 

»*««•    .    . 
t^orroo   . 


An«MineBt  of 

AMeMB«ator 

1830. 

186ft. 

$4,408,018 

$5,097,188 

3.381,165 

3,832,537 

3,256,112 

5,742.751 

2,963,778 

3.863,845 

6.135,047 

6,708.899 

9,156,846 

11,600.097 

687,259 

727,152 

1,701,563 

2.100,42-2 

1,594,217 

2.200,099 

33.284,006 

41,872,990 

laereaM 
per  e«ot. 

5 
13 
76 
30 

9 
26 

6 
23 
38 


IiHTMUW  of  ynlne  in  ptMs 
Per^ctDUge  of  IncroaM  . 


$8,588,085 

25  per  eetii. 


There  is  another  subject  developed  by  tlie 
recent  assessment  of  striking  interest  to  every 
Virginia  statesman,  and  that  is  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  population  and  rapid  appreciation  of 
property  observable  in  many  portions  of  the 
western  part  of  this  state.  To  enable  you  to 
form  some  judgment  of  this  gratifying  fact,  I 
hereunto  append  the  results  from  several  of 
those  counties. 


Coastte*. 


Braxton  . 
Carrol 

Preston  . 
Kaleigh  . 
Wyoming 


Astemneot  of 
1830. 

AaMnmeotef 
18M. 

$495,647 
440.812 
658,951 

1,168,799 
240.504 
127,397 

3.132,110 

$1,120,293 

4.282,451 

1,615.068 

2.980,604 

510,266 

380,196 

10,888.878 

iDorcaM 
per  ceoU 


125 
871 
145 
155 
112 
198 


loCTvase  of  valac  in  groes 


$7,756,768 


Is  there  anything  in  the  progress  of  Illinois, 
Indiana,  or  Iowa,  or  any  of  the  new  and  grow- 
ing communities  of  the  northwest,  that  can  ex- 
hibit an  advancement  in  wealth  more  striking 
and  wonderful  than  these?  And  yet  in  at- 
taining these  results,  Virginia  has  not  had  to 
depend  upon  the  charities  of  the  national  go- 
vernment. She  has  not  had  to  feed  upon  uie 
crumbs  that  fall  from  the  table  of  the  federal 
Dives — to  invoke  the  aid  of  that  annual  gratuity 
more  fatal  to  her  than  the  cup  of  Circe  whicn 
the  distributionists  are  so  loudly  clamoring 
fiir ;  nor  has  she  been  compelled  so  far  to  seU 
bar  birthright  for  a  mess  or  pottage. 

Self-reliance  is  the  great  element  of  success 
in  this  world  with  states  and  with  individuals. 
Teach  your  sons  to  work — ^teaoh  them  to  look 


to  tbflir  €fWB  labor  m  tlie  maaiM  of  linni; — 
teach  them  to  rely  upon  the  energies  and 
resources  that  they  find  within  themselTee, 
and  you  will  have  taught  them  a  lesson 
of  far  greater  value  than  all  the  hmds  and 
slaves  which  you  can  beqaeath  to  them.  A 
child  differently  reiured  will,  in  nine  cases  oat 
of  ten,  prove  a  burden  to  himself  and  a  curse 
to  his  parents.  So  it  is  with  nations  and 
states.  Virginia  can  alone  prosper  by  tba 
labor,  the  enterprise,  the  means  of  VirjpnSa. 
Let  the  distributionist  succeed  in  instilling 
his  fatal  poison  into  the  public  mind — ^let  him 
succeed  m  persuading  tne  people  of  Virginia 
that  their  proper  policy  is  to  depend  not  upon 
themselves,  but  upon  the  strong  arm  of  the 
federal  government — that  they  are  too  poor 
or  too  proud  to  work,  and  that  their  necessities 
should  be  supplied  from  the  overflowings  of 
the  national  treasury — and  you  will  not  onlw 
arrest  tho  now  onward  march  of  material 
improvements  in  this  state,  but  you  will  so 
enervate  and  emasculate  your  people  as  to 
make  them  unfit  depositaries  of  that  high  and 
holy  trust  of  popular  government  under  which 
thev  at  this  moment  live  in  such  prosperity 
and  happiness. 

Difference  between  deposiU  and  distrib^ 
iion. — The  difference  is  vital  both  in  the  power 
asserted  and  in  the  practical  operation  of  the 
principles  involved.  Congress  may  deposite ; 
it  cannot  con.stitutionally  distribute.  Again, 
distribution,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  an  act  of 
annual  recurrence,  a  fixed  and  established 
policy,  causing  an  habitual  dependence  of  the 
states  upon  the  federal  government  for  their 
annuities,  stimulating  them  to  extravagance 
by  an  absence  of  fdl  responsibility  for  its 
return,  and  creating  a  surplus  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  distribution.  Whilst  a  deposite, 
so  tar  as  it  has  ever  been  countenanced  bj 
any  respectable  statesman  in  this  country,  can 
only  be  of  rare  occurrence,  growing  out  of  an 
unK)reseen  and  unexpected  condition  of  the 
treasury,  designed  as  a  temporary  expedient 
to  relieve  its  plethora,  and  always  aocompa- 
nied  by  efficient  legislation  to  arrest  the  recur- 
rence of  a  similar  surplus.  The  one  is  advo- 
cated as  a  regular  moae  of  supplying  a  state 
with  the  means  of  expenditure ;  the  other  is 
justified  as  a  rare  ana  occasional  alternative 
to  protect  the  currency  and  business  of  the 
nation  from  evils  of  the  most  disturbing  and 
alarming  character. 

I  can  think  of  but  one  contingency  in  which 
it  is  probable  that  the  federal  government  will 
ever  call  upon  the  states  for  the  sums  deposit^ 
ed  with  them,  and  that  mi^ht  take  place.  If 
we  should  ever  be  involved  m  a  war  with  some 
great  naval  power  like  Great  Britain,  when 
our  commerce  might  be  swept  from  the  ocean 
and  the  federal  revenues  from  imports  wholly 
cut  off.  And  in  that  event  a  call  upon  the 
states  would  be  far  less  onerous  to  the  people 
than  a  resort  to  direct  taxation,  a  power  vested 
in  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  andi^hioh  it 
exercised  in  1813 — ^'14  daring  onr  late  war 
with  Great  Britahi, 


mi  POiDIClL  im^BOOK. 


-     -_ , Jag  the 

»  CongrtM,  WH  net  tmlike 
Ufait  It  «u  la  1SS6,  wbsn  tbo  deponte  «ct  of 
ttU  jMw  puHd.  OwiDK  to  aanM  wholly 
tttfcnwM  and  nmxpaeted  wb  fbnnd  that  we 
■IxnildlMt^  nndor  the  Qxutingntto  of  dutiea, 
k'Mu^iiabitbetieMiirrmtheSOthof  Jace, 
185T,  of  $20,000,000,  ind  on  flie  SOUt  of  Jane, 
tUS,  of  950,000,000,  aU  of  Whioh  bung  io 
■beeCs,  takan  tnm  g«nwal  dnmlation  and 
iMkad  np  in  tb«  tKamij,  ooald  not  fail  to 
dnHwetlMmoMjadallUnoftfaeaoiiiitrjruid 
tftMB  bankrapt^  and  ndn  from  ona  eitre-. 
im  «f  the  Dnkn  to  the  oOiar.  To  guard 
llgunat  theaa  erib  H  bseama  ow  iinp«nidTe 
•Wj  to  radoM  tho  datiaeon  iiBjM»ti,and  thus 
faawn  the  revanna.  niiswadM,bBlaarDew 
Mriff  oonld  onlj  go  Into  opanticn  at  the  be- 
Mimingof  the  naw  flaeal  TWr,  tha  lat  of  JuW, 
4BST.  It  oonld  not,  thonfiira,  affeot  the  ear- 
ibhu  of  126,000,000  whidi  mnld  ba  in  tbe 
vaunn  on  that  day.  What  vaa  to  be  done 
■with  that  niq>laa  f  If  tha«  had  been  tiny 
'jut  nadonal  and  oooetitational  oUeots  ds- 
nanding  that  ezpanditara,  and  of  which  tborc 
iraa  any  probability  it  irtmld  hare  been  m 
,  ^inlied,  I  ahonid  have  piafismd  that  directiuo 
to  haTB  been  giran  to  n.  Ihit  wa  had  oddgIu- 
llra  eTidano^  by  the  rejeotion  of  the  bill  for 
wnstnioling  ten  ateant  doopa,  and  other  billH 
of  aanal  ni^onal  importance,  that  no  hopu 
ODnld  be  antertdned  of  dving  that  direotiou 
lo  the  sorplna,  bnt  on  taa  oontraiy,  that  our 
tadondant  treaanijma  atimolating  to  witd, 
ODRiiptiD^  and  ntiav^ant  eclienieB  of  ox* 
penditore.  With  this  etate  of  &ota  before 
me— and  die  Committee  of  Waje  and  Means 
hariag  raported  a  bill  framed  upon  the  prin- 
dplee  of  the  act  of  1838,  to  depodt  that  sur- 
ploa  with  the  atntM,  I  cast  my  vote  without 
Iiaritation  fer  tha  bill.  It  paued  tbe  House 
of  ReDreaeatotiTea  by  a  ¥ery  decided  Tote-^I 
think  by  a  m^ority  of  40— but  was  loat  in  the 
Senate  fhnn  their  inabilitf,  aa  I  learn,  to 
reach  it  before  tbe  close  of  Congress,  from  the 
preaaoia  of  other  busineag  hanng  praoetlence 


YwK  Hesuoi  or  Fhbsidbst  Pubce. 

Tha  following  ia  tha  mewage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  returning  bi  the 
Senate  tha  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  a 
grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several  siatcH  for 
tbe  benefit  of  indigent  iDsane  perwne,"  with 
■  atatement  of  the  objections  which  hare  re- 
oeiiad  him  to  withhold  from  it  bia  approvnL 


The  bill,  entitlf 


of  pnblia  landa  to  tha  anval  rtitaa  ikr  ilfei 
banekt  of  indigent  InaaBapannu^"  'MA  mi; 
preaanted  to  Ma  on  tha  Srtb  nltimo,  haa  bM| 
maturely  ocwaidaied,  and  ia  retnmad  to  |£a 
Senate,  the  boaaa  in  which  it  'ftignataflf 
with  a  ataUamant  of  the  oIneottoM  wbaeh  bna 
required    me  to  withhold   from   it  mj  a|^ 

In  the  perfurmanM  of  thia  da^,  pnaodbal 
by  tbe  Conatitutioo,  I  have  bean  ooupallad  to 
raaiat  the  deep  aympathiea  of  my  own  haa>t  % 
fitTor  of  the  humane  parpoaa  aongbt  to  be  m- 
eomplishad,  wid  to  OTarcome  the  ralnotanw 
with  which  I  diaseot  from  the  ooneliiaioBa  of 
the  two  hoaaea  of  Oongroaa,  and  praaant  nj 
own  opiniona  in  oppoaition  to  tha  aotianair  ft 
coordinate  branoh  of  the  gOTommant  wUA 
saaaa   ao   fully  my  eonfidauoa   and    ra> 

If,  in  preaenting  niy  objectiona  to  thb  MO, 
I  ahoold  aay  more  than  atrietly  balimp  to  tha 
maaanre,  or  ia  required  for  the  diadiargB  of  BBJ 
otEcial  obli^tioD,  let  it  ba  attritwtad  U  a  «» 
oere  deaira  to  justify  my  act  before  thoaa  wboa^ 
good  opinion  I  ao  hi^ly  Talna,  and  to  that 
■"-eatoeaa  whioh  apnon  from  my  ilaliliaiata 
iotion  tiiat  a  strict  adherence  to  dia  tarma 
and  parpoaea  of  the  federal  oompaot  o^a  tha 
beat,  if  not  the  only  aeenrity  for  tbe  paeaarra- 
tion  of  our  blaasad  inharitanoa  of  ripiaaaati 
tiTe  liberljf . 

Tbe  bill  providea  in  aubatanoa ; 

First.  That  ten  milliona  of  aoraa  of  land  ba 
^  anted  to  the  aeTeral  statea,  to  be  am»tion*d 
amonfj  them  in  tbe  compound  raUo  c(  the  gao- 
^phioal  area  and  repreeentation  of  said  atatea 
m  tne  House  of  Representative*. 

Second.  That  wherever  there  ara  pnhlio 
lands  in  a  state,  subject  to  sale  at  tbe  rwolar 
price  of  private  entry,  the  proportion  or  aald 
tea  millions  of  acres  falling  to  such  atate  ahall 
be  selected  from  such  lands  within  it ;  »jv^ 
that  to  tbe  statea  in  which  there  are  no  auoh 
public  lands,  land  scrip  shall  be  iatued  to  Uie 
amount  of  their  distributive  abarea,  reapac- 
tively,  said  scrip  not  to  be  entered  by  aaid 
states,  bnt  to  be  sold  by  them,  and  anl^jaat  to 
Bnn7  by  their  assignees :  /VocwJed,  That  none 
'  't  shall  be  sold  at  iees  than  one  dollar  per 
--J,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  tha  aame 
to  the  United  States. 

Third.  That  the  expeosea  of  the  manage- 

ent  and  superintendenoe  of  said  lands,  and 
of  the  moneys  received  therefrom,  shall  tve  paid 
by  the  states  to  which  tbey  may  belong,  out  of 
the  treasury  of  Mid  states. 

Fourth.  That  the  gross  proeeeda  of  tha  salaa 
if  iuch  lands  or  land  scrip,  ao  Kranted,  ahall 
be  invested  by  the  several  atatea  in  aafe  atooha, 
10  constitate  a  perpetual  fond,  tbe  principal  of 
which  shall  remain  forever  nndimmiabaa,aikd 
the  interest  to  be  appropriated  to  the  maia- 
tenance  of  the  iodigent  insane  within  the  aOV- 
eral  statea. 

FiAh.  That  annual  ratnma  of  b&da  or  agt^ 
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iold  sball  be  mftde  by  tbe  statee  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  and  the  whole  grant  be 
subject  to  certain  conditions  and  limitations 
prescribed  in  the  bill,  to  be  assented  to  by 
leeislative  acts  of  said  states. 

This  bill,  therefore,  proposes  that  the  federal 
goremment  shall  make  provision,  to  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for 
an  eleemosynary  object  within  the  several 
states,  to  be  administered  by  the  political  au- 
thority of  the  same ;  and  it  presents  at  the 
threshold  the  question  whether  any  such  act 
on  the  part  of  the  federal  government  is  war- 
ranted and  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution,  the 
provisions  and  principles  of  which  are  to  be 
protected  and  sustained  as  a  first  and  para- 
mount duty. 

It  cannot  be  questioned,  that  if  Confess 
have  power  to  make  provision  for  the  indigent 
insane  without  the  limits  of  this  District,  it  has 
the  same  power  to  provide  for  the  indigent 
who  are  not  insane,  and  thus  to  transfer  to 
the  federal  government  the  charge  of  all  the 
poor  in  all  uie  states.  It  has  the  same  power 
to  provide  hospitals  and  other  local  establish- 
ments for  the  care  and  cure  of  every  species  of 
human  infirmity,  and  thus  to  assume  all  that 
duty,  of  either  public  philanthropy  or  public 
necessity,  to  the  dependent,  the  orphan,  the 
flick,  or  the  needy,  which  is  now  discnarged  by 
the  states  themselves,  or  by  corporate  institu- 
tions, or  private  endovnnents,  existing  under 
the  legislation  of  the  states.  The  whole  field 
of  public  beneficence  is  thrown  open  to  the 
care  and  culture  of  the  federal  government. 
Generous  impulses  no  longer  encounter  the 
limitations  and  control  of  our  imperious  funda- 
mental law.  For,  however  worthy  may  be  the 
present  object  in  itself,  it  is  only  one  of  a  class. 
It  is  not  exclusively  worthy  of  benevolent  re- 
gard. Whatever  considerations  dictate  svm- 
pathy  for  this  particular  object,  apply  in  like 
manner,  if  not  in  the  same  degree,  to  idiocy,  to 
physical  disease,  to  extreme  destitution.  If 
Uongress  may  and  ought  to  provide  for  any 
one  of  these  objects,  it  may  and  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  them  all.  And  if  it  be  done  in  this 
case,  what  answer  shall  be  ^iven  when  Con- 
gress shall  be  called  upon,  as  it  doubtless  will 
be,  to  pursue  a  similar  course  of  legislation  in 
the  others  ?  It  will  obviously  be  vain  to  reply 
that  the  obiect  is  worthy,  but  that  the  applica- 
tion has  tasen  a  wrong  direction.  The  power 
will  have  been  deliberately  assumed,  the  gene- 
ral obligation  will,  by  this  act,  have  been  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  question  of  means  and 
expediency  will  alone  be  left  for  consideration. 
The  decision  upon  the  principle  in  any  one 
ease  determines  it  for  tne  whole  class.    The 

Suestion  presented,  therefore,  clearly  is  upon 
le  constitutionality  and  propriety  of  the  fede- 
ral government  assuming  to  enter  into  a  novel 
snd  vast  field  of  legislation,  namely — that  of 
providing  for  the  care  and  support  of  all  those, 
Among  we  people  of  the  United  States,  who 


by  any  form  of  calamity  beoome  fit  oljeetB  of 
public  philanthropy. 

I  readily,  and,  I  trust,  feelingly  acknow* 
lodged  the  duty  incumbent  on  us  all,  as  men 
and  citizens,  and  as  amon^  the  hishest  and 
holiest  of  our  duties,  to  provide  for  those  who^ 
in  the  mysterious  order  of  Providence^  ar« 
subject  to  want,  and  to  disease  of  body  or 
mind ;  but  I  cannot  find  any  authority  in  tho 
Constitution  for  making  the  federal  goverur 
ment  the  great  almoner  of  public  oharitj 
throughout  the  United  States.  To  do  so 
.would,  in  my  judgment,  be  oontrary  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  whole  theory  upon  which  the 
union  of  these  states  is  founded.  And  if  it 
were  admissible  to  contemplate  the  exercise  of 
this  power  for  any  object  whatever,  I  cannot 
avoid  the  belief  that  it  would  in  the  end  bo 
prejudicial,  rather  than  beneficial,  in  Uie  noble 
offices  of  charity  to  have  the  charge  of  then: 
transferred  from  the  states  to  the  federal  go^ 
vernment.  Are  we  not  too  prone  to  forget 
that  the  federal  Union  is  the  creature  of  tne 
states,  not  they  of  the  federal  Union?  We 
were  the  inhabitants  of  colonies,  distinct  is 
local  government  one  from  the  other,  before 
the  revolution.  By  that  revolution,  the  colo- 
nies each  became  an  independent  state.  They 
achieved  that  independence,  and  secured  its 
recognition  by  the  agency  of  a  consulting 
body,  which,  from  being  an  assembly  of  the 
ministers  of  distinct  sovereignties,  instructed 
to  agree  to  no  form  of  government  which  did 
not  leave  the  domestic  concerns  of  each  state 
to  itself,  was  appropriately  denominated  a 
Congress.  When,  naving  tried  the  experiment 
of  the  confederation,  they  resolved  to  change 
that  for  the  present  federal  Union,  and  thus  to 
confer  on  the  federal  government  more  ample 
authority,  they  scrupulously  measured  such 
of  the  functions  of  their  cherished  sovereignty 
as  they  chose  to  delegate  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment. With  this  aim,  and  to  this  end,  the 
fathers  of  the  republic  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  and  by  which  the  independent  and 
sovereign  states  united  themselves  for  certain 
specified  objects  and  purposes,  and  for  those 
only,  leaving  all  powers  not  therein  set  forth 
as  conferred  on  one  or  another  of  the  three 
great  departments — the  legislative,  the  execu- 
tive, and  the  judicial — indubitably  with  the 
states.  And  when  the  people  of  the  several 
states  had,  in  their  state  conventions,  and  thus 
alone,  given  efiect  and  force  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, not  content  that  any  doubt  should  in 
future  arise  as  to  the  scope  and  character  of 
this  act,  they  engrafted  thereon  the  explioit 
declaration  that  '*  the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  re8|>ectively,  or  to  the  people,"  can  it  be 
controverted  that  the  great  mass  of  the  busi- 
ness of  government,  that  involved  in  the  social 
relations  the  internal  arrangements  of  the 
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tMBf.  tbi  dfftloptteiii  of  looal  rMouroat  of 
iHlMirtfM  psnSuiBMit  of  eiim«B  in  jfgBu&al, 
thi  Himniiilinn  of  ofdor^  tbo  reUer  of  tho 
Vitdj  or  olhenriM  unforionato  momben  of 
fMlnlj,  did,  in  practio^,  romnin  with  the 
ilttUa;  thnl  none  of  ihese  olijocts  of  looal  eon- 
Mm  are  bv  the  Constitaiion  expressl  j  or  im- 
ylMljpnmilntod  to  the  stntet ;  and  that  none 
SCAheaa  nrOp  by  aoj  ezpreu  language  of  the 
taulhatkm,  tranafeRod  to  the  United  Stateef 
(hnJibe  elaioed  that  any  of  these  fnnotione 
eCrlood  administration  and  legislation  are 
mated  in  .the  federal  goremment  by  any  im« 
ittealMnf  I  hare  never  found  anything  in 
wm  Constitution  which  is  susceptible  of  snob 
a.iQcnetraetion.  No  one  of  the  enumerated 
pwrni  tooohee  the  m^^  or  has  even  a  re- 
Mlte  nnab^  to  iL  The  powers  conferred 
iqpOB.ihe  United  States  have  reference  to  fede- 
XM  lelalions,  or  to  the  means  of  accomplishing 
€t  eKeontii^  things  of  federal  relation.  So, 
•laOi  of  the  same  character  are  the  powers 
telaen  away  from  the  states  by  enumeration. 
iifc««fcher  ease,  the  powers  granted,  and  the 
powers  restricted,  were  so  granted  or  so  re- 
iteioted  only  where  it  was  requisite  for  the 
meintenanee  of  neace  and  harmony  between 
Ilia  states,  or  for  tne  purpose  of  protecting  their 
aonmon  intereste,  and  defeoding  dieir  com* 
IMQ  sorereignty  against  aggression  from 
•bffoad  or  insurrection  at  home. 
:•  I  shall  not  discuss  at  length  the  question  of 
power  sometimes  churned  m  the  general  gov- 
ernmoit  under  the  clause  of  the  eighth  section 
af  the  Constitution,  which  gives  Congress  the 
power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  to  pay  debts  and  provide 
for  the  common  defeoce  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States,"  because  if  it  has  not  al- 
ready been  settled  upon  sound  reason  and  au- 
thority it  never  will  be.  I  toke  the  received 
and  just  construction  of  that  article,  as  if 
written  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
poets,  and  excises,  in  order  to  pay  the  debts, 
imd  tn  order  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
Iboce  and  general  welfare.  It  is  not  a  sub- 
itantive  general  power  to  provide  for  the  wel- 
fiffe  of  uie  United  States,  but  is  a  limitation 
an  the  grant  of  power  to  raise  money  by  taxes, 
duties,  and  imposts.  If  it  were  otherwise,  all 
the  rest  of  toe  Constitution,  consisting  of 
aarefully-enumerated  and  cautiously-guarded 
granto  of  specific  powers,  would  nave  been 
useless,  if  not  delusive.  It  would  be  impossi- 
ble, in  that  view,  to  escape  from  the  oonclu- 
mon  that  these  were  inserted  only  to  mislead 
for  the  present,  and,  instead  of  enlightening 
and  definin|j  the  pathway  of  the  future,  to  in- 
Tohe  ito  action  in  the  mases  of  doubtful  con- 
atrnction.  Snch  a  conclusion  the  character  of 
the  men  who  framed  that  sacred  instrument 
wiU  never  permit  ns  to  form.  Indeed,  to  sup- 
paaa  it  snsceptible  of  any  other  construction, 
tPCOld  be  to  oonaign  all  the  rigfate  of  tha  states, 


dieonrtioii  of  ^-grir.  ii-fl  Ji  t  fi  itrliii  MM 
f edflial .  fmtnment  with,  anthei^y  lir  flwlM' 
the  someifli  states^  by  which  HnyMniili 
have  been  dwarfed  into  provinesa  Oft-dflpMit 
mentis  vid  all  sofvefeignty  vestad  itt.  aa  aMn* 
Into  eonsolidated  central  power,  agsiast-wMgh 
the  spirit  of  liberty  has  so  olteB*-«nd  iUrM 
many  countries,  struggled  in  vain..  Itti.aipi 
jnd^ent,  you  eannotj^  tributea  to  hnnnaiigt 
make  any  adeauale  compensation  for  Hm  ipum 
yon  would  infliot,  by  removing  the  aemss  M 
power  and  political  action  from  thoaa/vWtfte 
to  be  thereby  afiected.  If  the  tamegsliaH<M 
arrive  when,  for  an  olyeot  appealing  bowsvflr 
strongly  to  our  sympsihiea,  the  dimii^ofltthl 
stetes  shall  bow  to  the  dictetion  c?  Con^NM 
by  conforming  their  legislation  thereto,  wki^ 
the  power,  and  muesty,  and  honor  of  thflfli 
who  created  shall  become  snboadmis  la)lh# 
thing  of  their  creation,  I  but  feebly  ■tftsr.  mp 
apprehensions  when  I  express  my 'Una  'mt» 
victbn  that  we  shall  see  *'  the  beglBBU%isfi 
the  end."  -;.'.>! 

Fortunately,  we  are  not  left  in  dovbl  na  li 
the  purpose  of  the  Constitntion,  anT  mora  this 
as  to  ito  express  language;  for  aithott|^>flite 
history  of  ito  formatbn,  as  reoorded  tt  ** 


Madison  jM^rs,  shows  that  the  fodsmli  jpniv 
emment,  in  ito  present  form,  amened&fnis 
the  conflict  of  opposing  influences,  wjuek  htsm 
continued  to  divide  statesmen  from  that  daf  ittt 
this,  jret  the  rule  of  clearly  defined  powsra  anil 
of  strict  construction  preeided  over  the  MiMi 
conclusion  and  subsequent  adoption  of  Aa 
Constitution.  President  Madison,  in  the  "Fed* 
eralist,"  savs :  "  The  powers  delegated  br  tlm 
proposed  Constitution  are  few  and  dennad.* 
Those  which  are  to  remain  in  the  state  gnv- 
emmenta  are  numerous  and  indefinite."  *^Its 
[the  general  government's]  jurisdiction  ex^ 
tonds  to  certain  enumerated  ol:()ecte  only,  and 
leaves  to  the  several  stotes  a  residuary  and 
inviolable  sovereign tj  over  all  other  objecta." 

In  the  same  spirit,  President  Jefferson  an* 
vokes  "  the  supptirt  of  the  state  govemmoits 
in  all  their  rights,  as  the  most  oompetent  ad» 
ministrationH  for  our  domestic  concerns,  and 
the  suro^t  bulwiirks  ogainst  anti-republioan 
tendencies.''  And  President  Jaokson  said 
that  our  true  strength  and  wisdom  are  not  pro* 
moted  bj  invasions  of  the  righto  and  powers 
of  the  several  8tat&*<,  but  tliat,  on  the  contrary, 
they  consist,  **  not  in  binding  the  states  mors 
closely  to  the  centre,  but  in  leaving  each  mora 
unobetnicted  in  its  proper  orbit." 

The  fraroers  of  the  Constitution,  in  refusing 
to  confer  on  the  federal  government  any  juris- 
diction oveer  these  purely  local  objects,  in  my 
judgment  manifested  a  wise  forecast  and 
broad  comprehension  of  the  true  interests  of 
these  objecto  themselves.  It  is  clear  thai 
public  charities  within  the  stetes  can  be  eA« 
oiently  administered  only  by  their  anthori^. 
The  bill  before  meeonoadlee  this»  for  it  dosa  mil 
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MnmH  ttie  fimds  it  proTtdes  to  the  ftdminit- 
trtlioii  of  any  other  authority. 

I  eannot  bat  repeat  what  I  have  before  ex- 
preeaed,  that  if  the  several  states — many  of 
which  have  already  laid  the  foundation  of  mu- 
nifioent  establishments  of  local  beneficence, 
and  nearly  all  of  which  are  proceeding  to  es- 
tablish them — shall  be  led  to  suppose,  as 
should  this  bill  become  a  law  they  will  be, 
that  Cjngress  is  to  make  provision  for  such 
oljjects,  the  fountains  of  charity  will  be  dried 
up  at  home ;  and  the  several  states,  instead 
of  bestowing  their  own  means  on  the  social 
wants  of  their  own  people,  may  themselves, 
through  the  s(!rong  temptation  which  appeals 
to  states  as  to  individuals,  become  humble 
•applicants  for  the  bounty  of  the  federal 
Mvemment,  reversing  their  true  relations  to 
ttiis  Union. 

Having  stated  my  views  of  the  limitation  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  I  deem  it  pro- 
Der  to  call  attention  to  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  and  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixth 
artiole,  bearing  directly  upon  the  question  un- 
der consideration,  which,  instead  of  aiding  the 
daim  to  power  exercised  in  this  case,  tend,  it 
18  believed,  strongly  to  illustrate  and  explain 
positions,  which,  even  without  such  support,  I 
iMuinot  regard  as  Questionable.  The  third 
Motion  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion b  in  the  following  terms :  "  The  Congress 
ihall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitu- 
tion shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  parti- 
cular state."  The  sixth  article  is  as  follows, 
to  wit,  that  "  all  debts  contracted  and  engage- 
ments entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  this  Constitution,  as  under 
the  Confederation."  For  a  correct  under- 
standing of  the  terms  used  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article,  above  quoted,  refer- 
ence should  be  had  to  the  history  of  the  times 
in  which  the  Constitution  was  formed  and 
adopted.  It  was  decided  upon,  in  convention, 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  and  by  it  Con- 
gress was  empowered  "  to  dispose  of,"  &c., 
•' the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States."  The  only  territory  then 
belonging  to  the  United  States  was  that  then 
recently  ceded  by  the  several  states,  to  wit,  by 
New  York  in  1781,  by  Virginia  in  1784,  by 
Massachusetts  in  1785,  and  by  South  Carolina 
in  August,  1787,  only  the  month  before  the 
(rmnation  of  the  Constitution.  The  cession 
from  Virginia  contained  the  following  provi- 
sion :  "  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory 
so  CiSdedto  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved 
for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-men- 
tioned purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army» 


shall  be  oonsidered  a  oommon  fbnd  te 
the  ase  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become  or  shall  beoome  mem ' 
hers  of  the  confederation  or  federal  allianoe 
of  the  said  states,  Virginia  excluded,  aooord* 
ing  to  their  usual  respective  proportbns  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be 
faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  par- 
pose,  and  for  no  other  purpose  or  use  whakscK 
ever."  Here  the  object  for  wnich  these  lands  are 
to  be  disposed  of  is  clearly  set  forth,  and  the 
power  to  dispose  of  them  granted  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  ConstitiH. 
tion  clearly  contemplates  such  disposition  only. 
If  such  be  the  fact,  and  in  my  mind  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  it,  then  you  have  again  not 
only  no  implication  in  favor  of  the  contempla- 
ted grant,  but  the  strongest  authority  againel 
it.  Furthermore,  this  bill  is  in  violation  of  tiie 
faith  of  the  government,  pledged  in  the  act  of 
January  28,  1847.  The  nineteenth  sectioii  of 
that  act  declares:  **  That  for  the  payment  dT 
the  stock,  which  may  be  created  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  sales  of  the  pnblie 
lands  are  hereby  pledged;  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
use  and.  apply  all  moneys  which  may  be  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury  for  the  sales  of  the 
fublic  lands,  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
848,  first,  to  pay  the  interest  on  all  stoc&s 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and,  secondly, 
to  use  the  balance  of  said  receipts,  after  pay* 
in^  the  interest  aforesaid,  in  the  purchase  of 
said  stocks  at  their  market  value,"  &o.  The 
debts  then  contracted  have  not  been  liquida* 
ted,  and  the  language  of  this  section,  and  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  under  it,  are 
too  plain  to  need  comment. 

I  nave  been  unable  to  discover  any  distino* 
tion  on  constitutional  grounds,  or  grounds  of 
expediency,  between  an  appropriation  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  directly  from  the  money 
in  the  treasury,  for  the  object  contemplated, 
and  the  appropriation  of  lands  presented  for 
my  sanction  ;  and  yet  I  cannot  doubt,  that  if 
the  bill  proposed  ten  milli(ms  of  dollars  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  sap* 
port  of  the  indigent  insane  in  the  several 
states,  that  the  constitutional  question  involy« 
ed  in  the  act  would  have  attracted  forcibly  the 
attention  of  Congress. 

I  respectfully  submit  that,  in  a  constitution* 
al  point  of  view,  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whe* 
ther  the  appropriation  be  in  money  or  in 
land. 

The  public  domain  is  the  common  property 
of  the  Union,  just  as  much  as  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  that,  and  of  duties  on  imports,  re* 
maining  unexpended  in  the  treasury.  As  snoh 
it  has  been  pledged,  is  now  pledged,  and  maj 
need  to  be  so  pledged  again  for  public  indeb^ 
edness. 

As  property  it  is  distinguished  from  actoel 
money  oniefly  in  this  respect,  that  its  praftt»« 
ble  management  sometimes  requires  t&it  pori 
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^  ilirtM  wfaMeu  &  nay  happen  to  lie»  m 
wiUIm  doDit  bj  anr  pradflnt  pio^rietor  to 
iifliiiioo  tlio  Muo-wae  of  hia  pnTate  do- 

Wibu 
-  AUiobhgiantfof  laiidare»mfiMtk  adispo- 

iriof  it  fixr  Talue  reoeiTed,  bot  they  aflbrdno 
IfMdeiit  or  oonstitaUonal  reason  for  giving 
awaj  the  pabllo  lands.  Still  less  do  they  mt 
shnraon  to  apjjropriations  for  olnects  wmoh 
Ittre  not  been  intmsted  to  the  foderal  gorem- 
and  therefore  bekmg  ezdosiTely  to  the 


Do  assnme  that  the  poblie  lands  are  applir 
eaUe  to  ordinary  state  objects,  whether  of  pab- 
HsatmetoreSypolioe,  oharity,  or  ezoenses  of 
sMa  administration,  woald  be  to  disregard, 
la:  the  amonnt  of  the  valoe  of  the  pnblic 
landsy  all  the  limitations  of  the  Oonstitation, 
and  oonfoond  to  that  extent  all  distinctions 
batweai  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  states 
and  those  of  &e  United  States.  For  if  the 
piblio  lands  may  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
t&e  poor,  whether  sane  or  insane ;  if  the  dis- 
Msai  of  them  and  their  proceeds  be  not  sub- 
jfat  to  the  ordinary  limitations  of  the  Consti- 
tolioa,  then  Gonmss  possesses  nnqaalified 
fomhr  to  provide  ror  expenditures  in  the  states 
oy  means  of  the  public  lands,  even  to  the  de- 
Iff9»  of  defirayiDg  the  salaries  of  governors, 
jodges,  and  all  ouier  exp«ises  of  the  govern- 
ment and  internal  admmistration  within  the 
several  atates. 

The  eonolnsion,-from  the  general  survey  of 
the  whole  snt^ject,  is  to  my  mind  irresistible, 
and  doses  the  question  both  of  ri^ht  and  of  ex- 
pediency, so  far  as  regards  the  principle  of  the 
appropriation  proposed  in  this  bill.  Would 
not  tiie  admission  of  such  power  in  Oongreffs, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  domain,  work  the 
practical  abro^tion  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  of  the  Constitution  ? 

If  the  systematic  reseryation  of  a  definite 
portion  of  the  public  lands,  (the  sixteenth 
aeotions,)  in  the  states,  for  the  purponoH  of 
ednoation,  and  occasional  grants  for  similar 
purposes,  be  cited  as  oontri^icting  these  con- 
dnsions,  the  answer,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is 
obvious  and  satisfactory.  Such  reservations 
and  grants,  besides  being  a  part  of  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  pro{>rietary  right  of  the 
United  States  is  mamtained  along  with  the 
eodnent  domain  of  a  particular  state,  and  by 
whioh  the  public  land  remains  free  from  taxa- 
tion in  the  state  in  which  it  lies,  as  long  as  it 
remains  the  propertv  of  the  United  States,  are 
the  aots  of  a  mere  land-owner  disposing  of  a 
small  share  of  his  property  in  a  way  to  aug- 
ment the.  value  ot  the  residue,  and  in  this 
mode  to  encourage  the  earlv  occupation  of  it 
by  the  industrious  and  intelligent  pioneer. 

The  great  example  of  apparent  donation  of 
lands  to  the  states,  likely  to  be  relied  upon  as 
sastaining  the  principles  of  this  bill,  is  the  re- 
lin^^niahment  or  swamp  lands  to  the  states  in 


ottMT  Battli  alrsai^  veniNd  t%' 
eipioaaiy  npon  gioiinda  eleariy  ^d 
able  in  |Hrineiple  ftmn  aaj  imA 
snmed  lor  the  bill  herewith  rctanirt, 
upon  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  pK 
Tney  were  eharged,  and  not  wiflieai 
to  be  a  nnisanee  tc  the  inhaUtanta  of  IM 
rounding  oonntry.  The  meaanre  WM 
cated,  not  only  upon  the  ground  of  the 
inflicted  upon  the  people  of  the  atate^  ivIM^ 
the  United  States  oouldnotjoatiff  aa  m ' 
honest  proprietor,  but  also  upon  an 
Ihnitation  of  the  application  of  the  f 
in  the  first  instance,  to  porposA  of  lereaa^  ^ 
drains,  thus  protecting  the  nealth  d^hfiifM^. 
bitants,  and,  at  the  same  time,  enhanJEteg  flii* 
value  of  the  remaining  lands  belonpiif  l»  «i^ 
general  government.  '-'*r 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Gongreaa,  wUDr 
administering  the  publie  lands  as  a  prepfteltf.' 
within  the  principle  distinctly  annoinwad  Mr, 
my  annual  message,  may  aonetinMa  hmi^' 
failed  to  distinguisn  aocurately  batwaen  ^k/^ 
jects  which  are  and  whioh  are  not  withhlW' 
constituUonal  powers. 

After  the  most  careful  examination,  I  Ml' 
but  two  examples  in  the  aots  of  Gong^Paaa 
which  furnish  any  {Mreoedent  for  tiw  ptaaabl- 
bill ;  and  those  examj^ea  will,  in  my  otUomi  ■ 
serve  rather  as  a  warning,  than  as  an  mdmti 
ment  to  tread  in  the  aame  path. 

The  fo*st  is  the  act  of  Mareh  Sd,  ISIIIr: 
granting  a  township  of  land  to  the  OOtaaetf** 
cut  asylum  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  ani' 
dumb;  the  second  that  of  April  S,  1826^  maidng 
a  similar  grant  of  land  to  the  Kentucky  aay^ 
lum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb— the  firsts 
more  than  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  second,  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago.  These  aots  were 
unimportant  as  to  the  amount  appropriated, 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  were  passed  on 
two  cmun<l.s :  first,  that  the  object  was  a  oha- 
ritalilo  one ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  nation- 
nl.  To  say  that  it  was  a  charitable  object,  is 
only  to  say  that  it  was  an  object  of  expendi- 
ture proper  for  the  competent  authority  ;  but 
it  no  more  tended  to  show  that  it  was  a  proper 
object  of  expenditure  by  the  United  Statea, 
than  is  any  other  purely  local  object  appeal- 
ing to  the  best  sympathies  of  the  human  heart 
in  any  of  the  states.  And  the  suggestion  that 
a  school  for  the  mental  culture  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in  Connecticut,  or  Kentucky,  is  a  na^ 
tional  object,  only  shows  how  loosely  this  es> 
pression  has  been  used,  when  the*  purpooa 
was  to  procure  appropriations  by  Congraaa. 
It  is  not  perceived  how  a  school  of  thisoharae 
ter  is  otherwise  national  than  is  any  estabUd^ 
ment  of  religious  or  moral  instruction.  AU 
the  pursuits  of  industry,  everything  whieh 
promotes  the  mau^rial  or  intellectual  wdl-b^ 
mg  of  the  race,  every  ear  of  com  or  boll  of 
ootton  which  grows,  is  national  in  tha 


i 


niBLIO  LAHIIS. 


•Mue,  ftr  Mflh  one  of  Umm  tbiugi  (poM  to 
•well  the  liggregaU  of  ii>tioii»l  prospent j  aiid 
luppiueM  of  the   United  Slates ;  but  it  con- 


"  federal,''' eo  m  to  come  within  but  of  the 
clawea  of  appropriation  fur  which  Conj^M 
Is  Mithoriiad  b;  the  Conatitution  to  legislate. 

It  is  a  marked  point  of  the  historj  uf  the 
Constitution,  that  when  it  waa  proposed  h) 
empower  Congress  t^iestabliahaDnivemitj,  the 
proposition  was  confined  U>  the  district  ■.□tend- 
ed for  die  future  seat  of  govemoient  of  the 
IlDited  States,  and  that  even  that  piopoBed 
daBM  was  omitted  in  oonsideration  of  tlie  ei- 
elnsife  powers  conferred  on  Cungregs  to  le^ie- 
Ute  for  tbat  district.  Cuuld  a  more  decisive 
indication  of  the  true  construction  and  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  in  regard  to  all  matr 
tars  of  this  nature,  hsTe  Seen  given  T  It 
prOTte  that  SQch  objects  were  considered  bj 
the  eonventioa  as  appertaining  to  local  legis- 
Utioa  only,  that  they  were  nut  comprehended, 
either  espretsly  or  bj  implicatioD,  in  the 
grant  of  generd  power  to  Con^ss,  and  that 
oonaequentl;  thej  remained  with  tbe  sereral 


at 

On  the  3d  <rf  July,  1832,  In  the  Hovse  ef 
KapresentatdTee,  Hr.  Wilde  of  Oeor^a  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe  table,  which  was  ewp- 


Dl  Vi-,  Adi;ij  Dt  Ha,  J.  S.  HHboor  of  Vl,  Banmll  of  S. 
C.  Ju.  Bit«  of  U*.,  Beudila;  of  «.  I..  J,  Ball  of  Tui&, 
Itpi^n  of  N. ;..  BrthQU  ar  N.  C.,  Jh.  BLalr  irf  S.  C,  Ito« 
Dr  iDd.,  Bouck  of  N.  y.,  Bonldlo  of  Vs..  Bructa  of  N.  C  Jul 
c  Bndhnd  of  N.  Y.,  CwDbnlou  of  N,  Y.,  Cut  of  Ind , 
Climmllw  of  N.  H.,  Cblnn  of  V^  {hmlbania  of  V^  Ctaj  0* 
AIL.  CUjUn  of  Ol,  COka  ot  V*.,  Lairii  Oandkl  of  N.  J, 
CnuDtr  of  N.  C,  Oo-alUt  of  Pl,  Wunn  K.  ]M4I>  of  B.  0, 
DiJuiarN.  Y.,Pi>iiliMi;orN.T,Ili»toiiorB.O.,IilUv 
cra.C.,nti(nildofTeii>i.,FordDfhk.r«lerofOi.,QalUiar 
iilKj.,  Ullmoraof  PL,  OonloD  of  Tl,  OiUBoaf  S.0-  Tbn. 
]|.  Hall  of  N.  C.  Wm.  lUU  sf  TniL,  UiirHr  ot  N.  H.,  IIsVM 
ar  N.  Y„  lUwklni  oT  N.  a,  UoSmu  of  N.  ¥..  Hollum  rf 
Till.,  UarD  of  1^,  Honnl  of  Hd.,  llubbud  of  N.  H.,  lods 
,.lT.^iiii,JuTl(i>flfo.,  Jinlte  Df  Hd.,  CkTa  Johwon  oTTnn, 


■  Dgh  of  Ua.,  Jdo. 


pinicof  N.  Y-  LaoDDIptflOf  Kt.,  I^wlaorAla 
Minn  otpL,  Hudlior  AJl,  Umoq  of  Vl,  K 
lltDuBa  of  S.  a,  UolDUn  or  Mi.,  Hc&a^  ot 
of  a.  C,  Hntilnibarf  ot  Pi,  Nxnnin  otUi.. 
C.  PaRoB  Dt  Vl,  Ptanon  ot  N.  C.  Flnmm* 

nrN.a,BtaD<Ufi)rotT«iDnSt(^«naDfaa.,l 
orMiL,  Wilaj  TbompBn  of  U*-  VarpUnek  ot 
a  I.,W»i»ofQ*.,WMk*^N.ir^GUDpl 
N.  Y,  wdllB.  of  Kj,  W<1d*  of  Qm^-m. 
Nita.— Uaaan.  jTQ.  Aduoi  of  Mua., C.  i 


NuckaUa  of  & 


The  general  result  at  which  I  have  arrived, 
is  the  necessarj  consequence  of  those  views  of 
the  relative  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  the 
StStM  and  of  the  feaeral  guvemment,  which  I 
have  long  entertained,  and  often  expressed, 
and  in  rnerence  to  which  my  convictions  do 
but  increase  in  force  with  time  and  oiperi- 

I  have  thus  discharged  the  unwelcome  duty 
of  respectfully  stating  my  objections  to  this 
Irill,  with  which  1  cheerfully  submit  the  whole 
sutyoot  to  tbe  wisdom  of  Congress. 

Frinelin  Piebce. 

Watkington,  May  3,  1854. 


r  DisTmiBunoN, 

On  the  IGth  of  April,  1832,  in  the  Senate  of 
thp  United  SUtes,  Mr.  Cluy,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manafactures,  renorled  a  bill  from 
that  committee  for  a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ilced»  of  the  public  lands.  It  was  brought  tc 
A  Tote,  in  (lie  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1832, 
and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Md_  CUT  of 
:han«iofH. 

Iff 


iia-B.,  Bacrjnnrof  fi 


C,  Bi 


wte 


oriiul„lto1maaorU*,Jahii«oaoris., 
lain  or  Dri-  PoladulaT  of  M laa-  Pimtli 

.  I.,  rdjii™  of  a,  -  ■—  '■ 

[oa  of  Ma,  Tor" — 


Mua.,0>Ui>rofN.O..CoD<Utof  N.J^KJvaUMnaOooktaf  O, 
riiLMCooka  of  N.  Y.,  Coopurof  N.  J.,COTitlnDf  a.  Crunch  0, 
CAHlbnl  of  PiinD..Cnl(bIonorO.,I>ui1alDrEj..  DiTlaaf 

"tTl..  U.  Eleretl  of  VL,  FlndUv  of  O.,"reoilt»'  of  Kim- 
IlKlgM  of  Mua.,  Ilelilti  of  Pm..  It  uibua  or  N.  J.,  UunllDrloD 
urConu,  Ibria  of  Pl,  Innraol]  at  Oonn.,  Inin  ot  O^  Kan- 
dM  of  Mua.,  Kannon  at  U.,  A.  Klne  ot  Pa,  IL  King  at  H^ 
J,»Tltt  DfO.,  Lvlctahr  or  Kt.,  MaraEaU  of  Kv..  Muaill  ot 
Vl.  Md^ljofVa.,  McKHiIiaIiatPL,Uti»riirVa„Mmi«a 
,.!  IhL.  l-«m  or  B-  I..  PItchH  ot  H.  Y.  Potta  at  P*.,  Bu- 
'l.^lpb  [>r  N.  J.,  RKd  or  N.  T.,  Root  of  N.  Y..  Kiui^  V.  B, 

^iniib  DtVa.,  Snnlhard  ofN.  J.,  StuWiT^Dr  U,  SUnrt  Of 
^jir,  SutberLAUd  of  Pl.  Taylor  oT  N.  Y.,  Tboflun  of  Ia.,  J. 

ValnTmigh  ot  Pa..  Wbwj'ar  rf  (1°Y,  iZ 


n  effect  repealed. 


So  the  bill  w 


Mr.  Clay's  bill,  appropriating  for  a  limited 
time  the  proceeds  ot  tbo  sale  of  the  publio 
lands,  being  a  distribotion  bill,  passed  the 
Sanate  on  t£o  25th  of  January,  1833,  by  yeaa 

and  nays  as  follows : — 

Yul.— Maun.  Ball  ot  Tenn.,  Cbimbtra  oT  Ud.,ClaTM 
Kj..  Cluybin  of  Del..  Dalluut  Vl,  Nckeraon  of  M.  J.,  Dudlt* 

r>tN.V..EwlngDtO.,  FoDtDtConn-PnUDabuTHiiotN.J., 
llaDdrlcktoriDd..lloliDaaar  U*..  JoboilDn  o^La..KiiUil 
.  .r  K.  L,  Polndf  Iter  of  Min.  Pnotlwot  Vc,  Robtilna  of  R.  1- 
llaEElraaro,  ^monrof  Vl.,gjlabuor  Mua..  Xiin{ua  af 
Me.,  ToiiilLiiiDaofCuna.,W^gu»o«t  U.,  WUklu  of  Fh 
-U. 

N,C-B'Qckn«otMo.,Cali™iinD(8.C-FriraiIbof'oa_OPBii. 
.1;  of  Tono.,  mil  ot  N.  II.,  Kaoa  ot  UL  King  or  Ala.,  Man- 

l^ldhlnacHi  of  i'tl,  »wUh  oiii'L  nplon  ot  1^.,  Tjlar  oT  Tt., 

WbHaofT.nn„Wrightof  N.Y.— SO. 
It  passed  the  House,  on  the  2d  of  Harcb, 
""*   by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

—  >[«flin.  AcUma  of  Ha^  ChDfaHi  Allan  of  Kj.. 
Allen  of  vt.,  Arnold  of  Taor.  ,Babaock,  Bute 


•■a  a(  T»,  now  of  OiS  lyiar  (tf  Vs,  WUt*  < 
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Cnlgliton  ot  O.,  DaoM  of  Ky^  John  Dftvta  nf  Mmb..  Dnir- 
boru  of  Main*..  Duuny  of  I'a^  Uawart  of  l**.,  DlekMuo  i>f  N.  Y^ 
BlawoTth  of  Conn.,  (Jitorjcu  Kvanii  of  M«*^  Juahua  Ktahm  of 
Piu  Kdward  Everett  fif  51ai<a..  Iluracu  Kren*tt of  Yt.  (iiluiore 
of  Pa..  Qrenuell  uf  MaMt,  Ililand  Hall  of  Vt..  ninai-r  of 
Pa^  lIoilKea  of  Maf>«.,  IIo»:an  uf  N.  Y.,  IIuKlie.-i  of  N.  J.,  Hunt- 
iiiKton  of  CVinn.,  Ihrin  of  I*a.,  Irvlu  of  O.,  Junlffr  of  Md., 
Joseph  Johnji>)n,  KnTanauKb  uf  Me..  Kendall  of  Mara..  Ken* 
Don  of  U.,  Adniu  King  of  Pa..  Henry  Kini;  of  i*a..  Kerr 
9t  Md.,  btiviU  of  O.,  Letcher  of  Ky.,  Marthall  of  Ky..  Max- 
well of  Va.,  .Mr<r«rty  of  lud..  Koburt  McCoy  of  Vn.,  MrKcn- 
Dan  of  I*a.,  Merrer  of  Va.,  MUlii;an  of  IH.-!.,  Muhlunlwn;  of 
Pia..  NelKtn  of  Maw.,  Newton  of  Va.,  Peanti  of  K.  I.,  IVo- 
dloton  of  N.  Y..  Pierwn  of  N.  Y.,  WUher  of  N.  Y.,  Pott*  of 
Vtu,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  John  Reed  of  Miuw.,  Root  of  N.  Y., 
Buvell  of  O.,  AutruMtine  II.  8hi>p]M*rd  of  N.  C,  Sladeof  Vu, 
Smith  of  Pa.,  Southard  of  N.  J..  Stanl»erry  of  O.,  Stewart  of 
Fa^  Sutherland  of  Pn.,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Phlli-niun  Tliouiaii 
of  La.,  John  Th'.muion  of  Ga.,  Tompklnn  of  Ky..  Vorplanrk 
of  N.  Y.,  Vinton  of  0.,  Wardwell  of  .N.  Y.,  Waahlnjrton  of 
Md.,  WatnioURh  rf  l*a.,  Wilkin  of  N.  Y.,  Eliiiha  Whittlptwy 
of  O..  Vrederirk  Whlttlettey  of  N.  Y..  Mward  White  of  La.. 
WiekllfTe  of  Ky.,  W'illianiii  of  .N.  C— 96. 

Nays. — MeMrn.  Alexander  of  Va.,  Arrher  of  Va..  Athlrir  of 
Mo.,  Barnwell  of  S.  C,  Ilethnne  of  N.  C.  John  RIair  of  S'.  C, 
Boon  of  Ind.,  Cau)l)r«1rnf;  of  N.  Y.,  Carr  of  Ind..  China  of 
Va.,  Claiborne  of  Va..  Clay  of  Ala,  lV>ke  of  Va.,  Duncan  of 
UL,  Felder  nf  S.  C,  Oonlon  of  Va.,  Griffin  of  8.  C.  Wui.  Hall 
of  N.  C,  HawkinM  of  N.  C.  Horn  of  I»a..  Tsacks  of  Tenn.. 
Jarriii  of  Maino.  iilchard  M.  Jobuaon  of  Ky.,  Leoi>ni|ite  of 
Ky.,  LpwiA  of  Ala.,  Lyon  of  Ky.,  Manila  ol  Ala,  Ma^on  of 
Ta,  Win.  .Mi-Oiy  of  Va.,  Mrlntlro  of  Me.,  McKay  of  .\.  C 
Plnmmer  of  MIjoi.,  Roane  of  Va,  Sewall  of  Md.,  Staiitiifer 
of  Tenn.,  W'n<'y  ThooiiHin  of  Ga.,  Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Cuuipbell 
P.  W'blto  of  N.  Y.,  Wurthington  of  Md.-39. 

On  the  29th  of  December.  1835.  Mr.  Clav 
again  introduced  his  Land  Distribution  Bill. 
It  pa-xsed  the  Simato  on  the  4th  of  May,  li>oO, 
by  yea:*  and  nays  as  follows: — 

Tr  *s.— M.sur*.  Black  of  Mi-a,  Bucbniun  of  Pa.,  Clay  of  Ky ., 
Clayton  of  BcL  Crittenden  of  Ky.,  Davli  of  Miuv..  Kwhi); 
of  O.,  OoMi-boniu^^b  of  .Md.,  Hendrickn  of  lud..  Kent  of 
Md.,  Knight  of  R.  I..  U'iyh  of  Va..  McKian  of  Pa.,  Man- 
gum  of  N.  C..  Nauilain  of  Del.,  .Nicbulaa  of  La.,  Port^T  nf 
La,  Pn-nti>4  t.f  Vt,  Pniitoii  of  S.  C^  Robblnu  of  K.  I., 
SouthHFd  (»f  N.  .T..  Swift  of  Va,  Toinlinaon  of  Conn..  Web- 
iler  of  Mai"«.,  White  of  Tenn.— iia. 

N\t.'*.— .Mt'hT-.  Hi-ntou  of  Mi».,  Cnlhnun  of  S.  C.  CuthWrt 
of  «Jh..  KwihL'  of  III..  (Jruu'ly  of  T.-nn.,  Hill  of  N.  H.,  nul>- 
bard  of  N.  II.,  Kiii);  of  Ala.,  Kin^  i>f  (la.,  Linn  of  Mo.. 
Miinre  (if  .\lu.,  Murrio  df  o.,  NIU*f<  «if  (V-nn  .  Rives  of  Vn , 
Rohii.Hiiii  of  III..  lCu:;jl"N  i>f  .Me..  Sheph-y  of  >Ii« ,  Tallmu'lt'i.' 
Of  N.  Y.,  W  olker  of  .MIk*.,  Wright  of  N.  \.—'20. 

In  thp  House  on  the  22d  of  Juno,  IH.'JO,  Mr. 
Haws  of  Ky.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  «»n  tho 
table,  which  motion  was  carried  by  the  fol- 
lowing votfj : — 

Yk\h.— Mi'jt'.rs.  Ash  of  Pa.,  Renl  nf  Va.,  norkre  of  N.  V., 
IPmn  iif  In-l..  Hurdi'U  j^f  Maw..  lioulilln  nf  Vh..  lU.yil  ol  Ky., 
Br<)wii  iif  N.  v..  Bnriifi  nf  N.  H..  Bynuui  of  N.  C .  Cauilirtj- 
leDir  uf  N,  v..  Carr  of  Ind..  (.^nwy  <if  III.,  Oiniit'y  of  O.. 
Ch.H|inii(ii  of  A  In.,  <'hnpin  nf  N.  Y.,'Cli'\elainl  of  (in.,  CoIi-n 
of  Vn..  C-nn.  r  «.f  .\.  C..  Craljr  of  Va..  Cmmer  of  .\.  Y.. 
<:u(ihni.-iii  of  .\.  H..  DickerAin  of  N.  J.,  IV.ulihHlny  of  N.  Y.. 
l>rnii>pMi|»'  of  V.n..  Dniilap  of  Tenn.,  Kjiirfield  of  .Mo.,  Farlin 
of  N.  v..  Fowler  of  .N.  J..  Fry  of  Pa..  W.  K.  Fuller  of  X.  Y., 
J.  Carlnnd  of  Va..  (iilU-tt  of  N.  Y.,  Grantlnnd  of  (ia.,  Grav- 
Mon  •)f  S.  ('..  llalt-y  of  Cfion..  J.  Hall  of  Me.,  A.  (J.  HarrLso'n 
of  .Mo.,  Hnw«-!*  of  Ky.,  llawkina  of  N.  C.,  HayneH  of  Ga.. 
HopkliiH  of  Vb.,  Ilow.tril  of  Mil..  Huntington  of  N.  Y., 
HuntHnKii  of  Tenn.,  Inchainof  Conn..  W.  Jack hon  ofMafP., 
J.  Jnrk«on  of  Ga..  .Inrvbi  of  Me..  J.  Johnson  of  Va..  II.  M. 
John-ton  of  Kt.,  V.  Johnmn  of  Tenn.,  J.  W.  Jone^  of  Va.. 
B.  Jone^  of  O..  Judunn  of  Conn.,  Kilipm'  rif  O.,  IjanBinR  of 
N.  Y.,  Uwler  of  Ala.  tJ.  I^-e  of  .\.  Y.,  J.  hoi'  of  X.  Y..  F. 
Lee  of  N.  J.,  f^'oiianl  of  X.  Y.,  Ijofgtm  of  Pa,  lx)yall  of  Va., 
Luca^  of  Vn.,  I.vnn  of  Ala,  Martin  of  Ala.,  J.  Y.  Maron  of 
Va,  W.  Mnson  of  N.  Y.,  M.  Maaon  nf  Me..  .May  of  HI.,  Mc- 
Keon  of  X.  V..  McKim  of  Ind..  McUne  of  ()..  Miller  of  Pa., 
B1ont»;ouier\  of  X.  C..  .Monru  of  X.  Y..  Morgan  of  Va„  Muh- 
lenberjiof  Pa.,  Pa^enf  X.  Y.,  Patter^mof  O.,  Patti>n  of  Va, 
F.  PieriMt  of  X.  H.,  I).  J.  IVarr«  of  R.  L.  PhelpR  of  Conn.. 
Pinckney  of  S  (\.  Jno.  Reynoldn  of  HI.,  Joa.  Reynolds  of 
N.  Y.,  Ki-ane  of  Va.,  Seyiu<iur  of  X.  Y.,  ShleldH  of  Tenn.. 
8hlnn  of  X.  J..  Sickles  of  N.  Y..  Smith  of  Me.,  Sm>iieht  of 
N.  C  Sutherhind  of  Pa^  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  J.  Thompson 
9t  O.,  Towey  rif  (!onn..  Towns  of  (}a.  Ward  of  N.  T..  Ward- 
99ll  Of  a.  y.,  VI'eUt«r  of  0.,  T.  T.  WhltUes^  of  Conn.— 101 


Xatb^— Mfwn.  John  (I.  Adami  of  Mam,  C  Alten  of  Ej.« 
H.  Alkn  of  Vt..  Anthony  of  Pa.,  Bond  of  0..  Brini  of  Mam« 
Buchanan  of  I'a.  Bunch  of  Tenn.,  J.  CiUbooa,  of  Kj^ 
W.  ».  Calhoun  of  Slasa,  Carter  of  Tenn.,  Chikls  of  N.  T.» 
N.  H.  Clair  borne  of  Va.  J.  IT.  H.  ClalrborDe  of  MImi.«  CUfk 
of  l*a,  Corwin  of  O.,  (Vane  of  O..  Cufhiiig  of  MaM.,  Darllnfl- 
ton  of  i*a.  Deberry  of  X.  (\.  Denny  of  l*a.  Dickson  of  Miaa, 
£ven>tt  of  Vt.,  Kiirester  of  Tenn.,  French  of  &y,  R.  Qa^ 
land  of  liA..  (iranger  uf  N.  Y.,  Qra\e«  of  Ky.,  Grennell  of 
MaMi..  Hard  of  X.  Y..  Hardin  of  Ky..  Harlan  of  Ky.,  Har- 
per of  Pa.,  Haieltineof  N.  Y.,  Henleniun  of  I'a..  Ueister  of 
I'a..  Hoar  of  Mums.,  Huwell  of  U.,  Hubley  of  I'a..  Hunt  of 
X.  Y.,  In^curKoll  of  Pa..  Jainen  of  Vt,  Jenifer  of  Md.,  H. 
Johna>n  of  La..  K^nanl  of  Ind.,  lAne  of  Ind..  laporta  of 
Pn^  Lawrence  of  Maaii..  Ijay  of  X.  Y.,  L.  Lea  of  Tenn.,  lin- 
coln  of  Mas«.,  IiO?e  of  .N.  Y.,  J.  Mann  of  Pa.,  B.  Mason  of 
O.,  Maur>-  of  Tenn.,  MdVirty  of  Ind.,  McKay  of  N.  C,  He- 
Konnan  of  Pa.,  Mercer  uf  Va.,  SIi1Ii>nin  of  Del.,  Morris  of 
l*a.,  Parker  of  N.  J..  J.  A.  I'earce  ot  Md.,  Pettltcrew  nf  N.C, 
I'eyton  of  Tenn..  Phillips  of  .Maw..  Potts  of  I'a.,  Kc«d  of 
MaM.,  Rencher  of  X.  C,  Rol»ertsiMi  of  Va.,  Russell  of  N.  T^ 
W'.  B.  Shepanl  of  N.  C,  A.  H.  Shepperd  of  N.  C  Slado  of 
Vt..  SpanKler  of  ()..  SUndlfer  of  Tenn.,  Htor«r  of  (>.,  Tali^ 
ferro  of  Va.,  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Vinton  of  O.,  Wtaita  of  Va, 
K.  W  hit  tK«ey  of  0.,  L.  W  illiams  of  X.  &,  S.  WUUams  of  Kj., 
WiM  of  Va— 8J. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1841,  Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son of  Md..  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
LandH.  rep<irted  a  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  pr< reodH  of  the  public  land^. 
On  the  Gth  of  July,  1841,  the  bill  wan  brought 
to  a  vote  in  the  Ilout<e,  and  posficd  by  yeas 
and  navi<  as  follows : — 

a 

Yeah. — Mi-hfiri«.  Adams  of  Mai«..  Allen  of  Maine,  L.  W. 
Antirews  of  Ky..  S.  J.  Amlrews  of  0.,  Arnold  of  Tenn., 
Avcri:;i;  of  X.  J..  Ral>c»ck  of  X.  Y..  Baker  of  .Masa.  Bamaid 
of  X.  v..  iJinlH'ye  of  X.  Y.,  Black  of  i'a,  Blair  of  N.  Y- 
lk>nrduiHii  ot  Conn..  Burden  of  Maiis..  Itotts  of  Va.,  Brifcgs  of 
MnK.«..  ItriH-kKMy  of  Conn.,  Bninnin  of  Me.,  J.  Brown  of  Pa., 
Buriiell  of  .Mast..  Culhoun  of  Msm*.,  Thoa  J.  Qimpbell  of 
Tenn..  Ciirutlierri  tifTitun., Chittenden  of  X.Y..  Jno. C Clark 
of  X.  v.,  .»^l:inley  X.  Clurk  of  X.  Y.,  Cooper  of  i'a.,  Oowen  of 
O..  CrniiHton  of  R.  I..  CrnvenM  of  Ind.,  CufdilnK  of  Msml, 
D-lN-rry  of  N .  C..  J. KdMiini»  of  Pn.,  K\er«'tt  of  VU Fessi<ud«a 
of  Ml'..  Kil!rii<ui'  of  X.  Y.,  A.  I«iwn'i:<w  Foster  nf  X.  Y.,  Gat«s 
«>f  \.  Y..  o,  i.try  (»f  Tenn.,  (iidilin'.:H  of  <>.,  (Joirfdn  of  Va., 
Palri.  k  <i.  <i. ■•.(!«•  of  o..  Green  of  Kv.,  (Jn-i^'  of  .N.  Y..  Hall  of 
Vt..  1I:m'Ii  .t  I  of  .N.  J..  Wui.  tf.  ll.ihtin^«  of  Miia^..  Henry  of 
I'a..  MuiIm  o  of  .*»:mhm..  Hunt  of  X.  V., .!««.  Irvin  of  Pa,.  W'm. 
W.  Irvin  (>t  I'.i.,  .Fiino':-  of  Pa..  W  ru.  (nst  Joliiirton  i>f  Md.. 
Ih.-i.li'  I),  .lour*  of  Mil..  J.  r.  Keniii-iiv  ff  Md..  i^ne  of  IihI., 
I.;twriMui'  (  f  I'm  ,  Linn  of  X.  Y.,  Th"««h.  F.  Mnr>hB]|  of  Ky., 
>ani-<-n  Mt:>'i  ii  ot  o.,  Mnthii't  of  <»..  Miitlifk.i  of  Vt..  Msynud 
i>f  N.  Y..  Mm-ni  uf  La..  Monr.nn  »if  .N.  V..  Morrij*  of  O.,  Momjw 
<'fo..  o.-U.ii.f  of  Ciiiin..  o\»i.lry  i.f  Ky.,  iVanv  of  Md.,  Pen- 
dleton of  o.  p.ijM.  of  Kv..  Powill  of  V«.,  I'nfflt  of  Ind., 
I(*-iij.  P.aniliill  ot  Ml'..  AlVx.  Bamiiill  i-f  .M<l..  Handolph  of 
.N.  J.,  liayni  r  i-f  .\.  (\.  Ki<l^'UHyol  n..  I.i-ihuy  of  I)i<I.,  Uu«ft;U 
of  o.  Siilti  II' tall  ot'M.i«"«..  SiTtmiit  if  Pa..  >iuii'nti>n  of  |*a., 
SIk(|i«  ('f  Vt..  .'''niith  of  Ctinn..  .*^i1!imt<i  i  f  Md.,  hprliu:  nf  Ky., 
Stanlv  iifX.('...»^l'Ai-ley  ofo.,  Siralt-'imf.N.  J..  Stuurlof  N.C, 
SiiuniHTs  of  >  n..  T.'ili.iferrti  t>t  Va..  .Ino.  B.  Tlii)ni}i<<in  of  Ky., 
Itii'Iiii.  W.  Thmn^'Hin  of  Ind..  Tillincliiiiit  of  K.  I.,  Toland  of 
Pa.,  Tiiinliiiis.Mi  of  .N.  Y.,  TripU-tl  of  Ky.,  Trumbull  of  Conn., 
UrjdiTwiHid  of  Kv,.  Van  lienM^iflHi-n-f  X.  Y..  Wnllact*  uf  Ind^ 
W  HfliiiikTton  of  .S.  <'.,  Kdwanl  I).  White  i.f  Iji..  Jo».  U  Whila 
of  ln<l..  Tlin.-«.  W.  W  illi.tnix  oft'iinn..  I.e»iri  W  JIliiiinM  nf  N.C, 
Joii.  L.  Williamc  of  Tenu.,  W  iiilhrop  of  Mshn.,  Vorkc  of  N.J, 
A^iiKtUK  Voun.?  of  Vt..  .Ino.  Young  of  X.  Y. — IIH. 

Nat.-*. — Mea.^rB.  .\lfonl  of  <}«.,  Arrin^'tnn  nf  X.  C,  Atherton 
of  N.  H..  ItankM  of  Vh..  Be«>i«<in  of  Pa..  Bidlack  of  Pa.  Bowne 
of  X.  Y..  Boyd  of  Ky..  lirewKlerof  X.  Y.,  A.V.  Brown  of  Tenn.. 
Milton  Bmwn  of  Tenn.,  Burke  of  X.  H.,  SanipM>n  H.  Buth-r 
ofii.  C.  Wm.  Butler  of  S.  C.  W.  O.  Buth'r  of  Ky.,  tiroen  W. 
CaMwell  of  X.  C,  P.  (\  Caldwell  of  S.  C.,  Jim.  Tauipbell  of 
S.  C,  (Vry  of  Va.  Cha|imun  of  Ala.,  Cllflord  of  Me.,  Clinton 
of  X.  Y..  CnleH  of  Va..  Daniel  nf  X.  C.  R.  I).  l>avl^  of  N.  Y, 
J.  B.  DawfMin  of  l<a.,  iVan  of  O..  I'iniork  of  Pa..  Poan  of  0., 
DtiiK  of  N.  Y..  l-^iRtman  of  X.  H.,  J.  C.  Kdwuni-*  of  Mo..  Kgbort 
of  X.  Y..  Ferrin  of  N.  Y.,  Jnn.  tJ.  Flo\d  of  X.  Y..  Fornanc«  of 
Pa.  T.  F.  Flutter  of  (}a.,  Camlue  of  (ia..  iiilnier  of  Va..  Wm.  0. 
OixMle  of  Va..  (iordon  of  X.  Y..  Ifnthum  of  .N.  (*..  Uu^tin  of 
Pa..  Haheraham  of  (ia..  HarriM  of  Va.,  John  lla^tin}Dt  of  0., 
Hays  of  Va..  Holniex  of.'*.!'..  Hi>)ikina  of  Va.,  Hmick  of  N.T., 
HtiuKtrm  of  Ala.,  Huhlianl  of  Va..  Hunter  nf  Va.  Jark  of  Pa., 
C.  Johnion  of  Tvnn.,  J.  W.  JuiieH  of  Va..  Keim  of  Pa.,  A.  Ken 
nedy  nf  Ind.,  Klntc  of  (ia.  Lewis  of  AU.,  Llttliiflidd  of  Me., 
Lowell  of  Me.,  A.  McClellan  of  Tenn..  RobL  MK^elland  of 
N.  Y.,  McKay  of  N.  C.  McKeon  of  N.  Y..  MaBory  uf  Ta, 
MaiThaad  of  Fa.,  Alfnd  MarshaU  of  31*.,  Jno.  fboB| 
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MMMiof  Md.,  5rat)iewiora,M«dinof  a,Mtriw«aierof  Ga., 
lllMar  of  Mo,  Newbard  of  P*.,  VMM  of  Ga.,  OllTer  of  N.  Y^ 
PirmenterofManu,  P&rtrMKeoTN.T.,  Payne  of  AU.,  PIckent 
a€  8.  C,  IMiimer  of  Ph.,  R(*dlog  of  N.  H^  Bencher  of  N.  Q, 
RlMtt  of  S.  C  Rlgi^  of  N.  Y.,  Rocera  of  8.  C,  RooktoU  of 
N.  Y.,  Sauford  of  N.  Y^  8«nndert  of  N.  C^  Bbaw  of  N.  H^ 
BImperd  of  N.  C,  Sbielda  of  Ala^  Snyder  of  Pa.,  Steenrod 
•f  Va.,  Sumter  of  8.  C,  Swen^  of  0^  Tumey  of  T^n.,  Tan 
Buren  of  N.  Y.,  Ward  of  N.  Y^  Warren  of  Ga.,  Watteraon 
of  Tenn.,  Welter  of  0.,  Weetbrook  of  Pa.,  J.  W.  WiUiama  of 
Md^  Wiee  of  Va.,  Wood  of  N.  Y.— 108. 

On  the  2Gih  of  August,  1841,  the  bill  passed 
the  Senate  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Tkas.— MMsra.  Archer  of  Va.,  Barrow  of  La.,  Batca  of  Bflana., 
Bayard  of  Di'l.,  Berrien  «>f  Ga.,  Choate  of  Maiv.,  Clay  of  Ky» 
Ctayton  of  Del,  Dixon  of  K.  L,  ETans  of  Me^  Graham  ol^ 
N.  OL,  Ilenderaon  of  MIimc,  Huntinirton  of  Oonn.,  Kerr  (k 
Md^  Mangum  of  N.  C^  Merrick  of  Md^  MiUerof  N.  J.,  More- 
head  of  Kr.,  Phelps  of  Vt,  Porter  of  Mich.,  PrentliiS  of  Vt. 
BIfea  of  Va.,  Simmonii  of  R.  I.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Sonthanl  of 
N.  J.,  Tallmadge  of  N.  Y.,  WhiU  of  Ind.,  Woodbridge  of 
lOch. — 28. 

Nats. — Memrs.  Allen  of  0.,  Benton  of  Ma,  Bocbanan  of 
Pa..  Calboun  of  S.  C,  Clay  of  Ala..  Cutbbert  of  Oa.,  Fulton 
of  Ark,  King  of  Ala.,  Linn  of  Mo.,  MoRoberts  of  111.,  Mouton 
of  La.,  Nicholflon  of  Tenn.,  Pierce  of  N.  II.,  Preston  of  8.  C, 
Btrier  of  Ark..  Smith  of  Conn.,  Sturgeon  of  Pa.,  Tappan  of 
a.  Walker  of  Misiu  Wililiunn  of  Me.  Woodbury  of  N.  IL, 
Wright  of  N.  Y.,  Young  of  111.— 23. 

Grants  of  Publpc  Lands  to  States  fob 
Railroad  Purposes. 

The  first  bill  which  ever  passed  Congress 
granting  land  to  a  sovereign  state,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroads,  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1850.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  reported  back  by  Mr.  Shields,  from  that 
Qommittee,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1850, 
with  amendments.  As  reported,  it  was  en- 
titled *'  A  bill  ^rantin^  the  right  of  way  and 
making  a  donation  of  land  to  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Central 
Railroad.''  The  bill  having  been  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  King  of  Ala.,  so  as  to  give  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  to  the  states  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  to  aid  in  extending 
the  same  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  its  title  was  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate,  in  which  shape  it  passed  the 
House,  so  that,  as  it  became  a  law,  it  was  en- 
titled **  An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  and 
makins  a  grant  of  land  to  the  states  of  Illi- 
nois, Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Chicago  to 
Mobile." 

It  made  a  ^ant  of  alternate  sections  for  six 
seetions  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said  road, 
and  increased  the  price  of  the  remaining  sec- 
tions to  not  less  tnan  double  the  minimum 
price  of  the  public  lands  when  sold,  and  pro- 
Tided  for  carrying  the  mails  on  the  road  for 
lueh  price  as  Congress  may  by  law  direct 

Number  of  acres  contained  in  grant: — 
2,595,053. 

The  bill  was  approved  September  20,  1850, 
ftnd  may  be  found  in  vol.  9,  statutes  at  Large, 
p.  466. 

It  passed  the  Senate  on  the  2d  of  May, 
1850,  oy  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 


Atcbfoon  of  MOL,  HadJMr  of  N.  0.,  iMI  of 
Ttmn^  B«Dton  of  Mo.,  Borland  of  Ark.,  Bilf^t  of  Ind.,  Omb 
sniteii^  Qtnrin  ofO.,  Dmvis  of  M\m»  Dodge  of  WIf..  Dodge 
if  la,  iNMglM  9r  UL,  Dmnwof  lA,  Itete  of  Mlii,  HMMtOB 
if  Xltt«  JoBM  of  Ijs  King  of  Ala,  JfatyiM  of  V.  (X,  ~~ 


of  Tte.,  Setuttaa  of  Atfc.,  Smartf  of  N.  T^  ShttUior  la. 
SmOk  of  Oonn.,  StuxgsOD  of  Fa.,  Ui^krwood  of  Kj.,  a&J 
Walker  of  Wll^-~20. 

NATB.--Mesm.  Bradbury  of  He.,  Bntler  of  8.  C^  CBAti 
of  0.,  Clarke  of  R.  I.,  Dawwn  of  Ga.,  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Una* 
ter  of  Va.,  MOler  of  N.  J.,  Norria  of  N.  11^  Phelm  of  Yu 
PrnU  of  Ud.,  Tornej  of  Teno^  WaSet  of  Del,  Talee  of  Hk 
—14. 

Recapitulation.  — 18  Democrats  and  8 
Whigs  in  the  affirmative;  6  Democrats,  1 
Free  Soiler,  and  7  Whigs  in  the  negative. 

It  passed  the  House  September  17,  1850, 
vnthout  amendment,  by  yeas  and  nays  aa 
follows : — 

TiAS.— MeMn.  Alberteon  of  Ind^  Aujor  of  Man.,  Aldam  of 
Ala.^  Andenan  of  Tenn.,  Andrenot  of  N.  Y^  Atkmun  of  MaMu 
Baker  of  111.,  Bingham  of  Mich.,  Biaeell  of  III.,  Boket  of  N.  T., 
Bowden  of  Ala.,  Bowie  of  Md.,  BowUn  of  Ho.,  Briggn  of  N.  T^ 
Brooks  of  N.  Y.,  Brown  of  Mian.,  Brown  of  Ind.,  Bod  of 
Mich.,  Burrowt  of  N.  Y.,  ButUr  of  Conn.,  OibeU  of  Fla.,  CU- 
vin  of  Pa.,  Quty  of  Pa.,  Chandler  of  Fa.,  Cleveland  of  Oono., 
CUnffman  of  N.  C,  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Cole  of  Wia.,  Qfmrin  of  Ol 
Doty  of  Wik,  Duncan  of  Mass.,  Dunham  of  Ind.,  Dubjub  of 
WUl,  ElM  of  MasM.,  Featherston  of  Mied.,  Freedley  of  Pa., 
Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Gilbert  of  CaL,  Uorman  of  Ind.,  Gott  of  N.  T., 
Gotdd  of  N.  Y..  Qreen  of  Ma,  OrrnneU  of  Manu,  Hall  of  Mo- 
ndUoway  of  N.  Y.,  Uarlan  of  Ind.,  Harris  of  Ala.,  Harris  or 
IIU  Hay  of  N.  J.,  Haynumd  of  Ya.,  Hoagland  of  0.,  Uowaid 
of  Tex..  Ilnbhard  of  Ala.,  Inge  of  Ala.,  Jackson  of  Oa.,  JohB- 
•on  uf  Ark..  JvuMt  of  Ind.,  Kauftaian  of  Tex.,  Kinff  of  H.  J- 
J.  A.  King  of  N.  Y.,  La  Sere  of  La.,  Lefller  of  la.,  Majtb  of 
Mas*.,  MaUeson  of  N.  Y.,  McClernand  of  111.,  McLane  of  Md, 
McWlllle  of  .Miss.,  Marthead  of  Kr.,  Morse  of  La.,  Orr  of 
S.  C,  Oli*  of  Me.,  Pbelps  of  Mo.,  Phoenix  of  N.  Y.,  Pitman 
of  Pa.,  Putnam  of  N.  Y.,  Richaidson  of  lU.,  RiOty  of  N.  Y^ 
Robinson  of  Ind..  Ro$e  of  N.  Y.,  Schermerhom  of  N.  T., 
Schoolcraft  of  N.  Y.,  Spavlding  of  N.  Y.,  SPRAOUt  of  Miefa., 
Stanley  of  N.  C,  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Stanton  of  K7.,  Stephaa 
of  Oa.,  Tayhn-  of  0.,  Thompson  of  Miss.,  ThuTinan  of  N.  Y., 
UnderhiUot^.  Y.,  Walden  of  N.  Y.,  Waldo  of  Conn.,  Went 
worth  of  111.,  WhiU  of  N.  Y^  Whittle^jy  of  O.,  ITftfuMU  of 
Tenn.,  Wood  of  0.,  Wright  of  Cal.,  Young  of  III.— lOL 

NATi). — Merant.  Alexander  of  N.  Y.,  Ashe  of  N.C..  Averettof 
Va..  Bealo  of  Va..  Booth  of  Conn.,  Burt  of  S.  C.  Cable  of  0., 
CaldwfU  of  N.  C,  Oxmpbdl  of  O.,  Carter  of  0.,  ClarkeofS.  Y., 
Colcook  of  S.  C,  Dickey  of  Pa.,  Dimmock  of  Ps.,  Disner  of 
0.,  Dixrm  of  K.  I.,  Diier  of  N.  Y.,  Edniondson  of  Va.,  Enam$ 
of  Md..  Ex-ans  of  0.,  Fmolfr  of  Mans.,  Fuller  of  Me.,  Oenr  of 
M<f.,  Gilmore  of  Pa.,  llAmllton  of  Md.,  Ifamptin  of  Pa.,  Har* 
alson  uf  Ga.,  Harris  of  Tenn.,  Hibbard  of  N.  H.,  Holladaj 
of  Va..  J/oipe  of  Pa..  Huxteb  of  0..  Jacksfm  of  N.  Y..  Johnson 
of  Tenn.,  Jonen  of  Tenn.,  Kerr  of  Md.,  King  of  R.  I..  P.  Kno 
of  N.  Y.,  LitUofield  of  Me.,  Mason  of  Ky..  Marshall  of  K7., 
McDowell  of  Va.,  McGaughey  of  Ind.,  McKisvtck  of  N.  Y., 
McLaoahan  of  Pa.,  McMullen  of  Va.,  McQueen  of  8.  C,  Mil- 
ler of  O.,  MillMn  of  Va.,  Monre  of  Pa.,  Morris  of  0.,  Nddom 
of  N.  Y..  OuthMw  of  N.  C,  Birker  of  Ind.,  Peai>l<H>  of  N.H., 
Potter  of  0..  Reed  of  Pa..  Rubins  of  Pa.,  Ross  of  Pa.,  Ainf 
sey  of  N.  Y.,  Savage  of  Tenn.,  Sawtelle  of  Me.,  ikJitnck  of  0., 
S«Hldon  of  Va.,  S/ieppard  of  N.  C,  St^heru  of  Pa..  Stetfon  ot 
Me.,  Thomas  of  Tenn.,  Thompmu  of  Pa.,  Venable  of  N.  C, 
Vinton  of  0..  Wallace  of  S.  C,  Watkins  of  Tenn.,  Wlldriek  of 
N.  J.,  Woodward  of  S.  C— 75. 

Recapitulation. — 48  Democrats,  48  Whigs, 
and  5  Frocsoilcrs  in  the  affirmative ;  43  Demo- 
crats, 29  Whigs,  and  3  Free  Soilcrs  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Democrats  in  roman,  Whigs  in  italics,  Free- 
soilers  in  small  capitals. 

During  the  32d  Congress,  the  following  acts, 
of  a  similar  character,  passed : — 

"  An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  a  portion  of  the  publio 
lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  state." 

This  bill  aided  the  building  of  two  roada, 
with  a  grant  of  alternate  sections  on  each  side 
of  said  roads,  for  six  sections  of  land  in 
width,  &c. 

Number  of  acres  contained  in  grant:— 
1,818,436. 

It  was  originated  bi  ^bft  ^tea^  ^a^  "Qm^^^ 
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dqr  of  Deoonber,  1851,  by  Mr.  AUkmm,  Be- 
flioonfti  of  Ho. ;  and  in  the  Honeeon  the  10th 
of  the  Hune  mouthy  hj  Mr.  Hall,  Democrati 
ffiom  the  aame  state.  It  passed  the  Senate 
vikhoat  a  diYision,  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1862.  It  was  passed  in  the  House  on  the  28th 
of  May,  1852,  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
eonoorred  in  by  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  Jnne, 
1852,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  lOfeh  of  Jane,  1852.  It  was  only  in  the 
Hottse  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  had 
npon  it. 

48  Whigs,  51  Democrats,  and  4  Free  Soilen 
voted  for  the  bill;  17  Whigs  and  59  Demo- 
crats against  it 

''An  act  granting  the  rieht  of  way  and 
making  a  nant  of  land  to  the  states  A  Ar- 
kansas ana  Missonri,  to  aid  in  the  constroo- 
tion  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Missis- 
^pi,  opposite  the  month  of  the  Ohio  rirer, 
m  LitUe  Book,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line, 
near  Fulton,  in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to 
Fort  Smith  and  the  Missismppi  riTor,''  (ap- 
proved February  9, 1853,)  with  a  like  grant  to 
that  contained  m  the  previous  bill. 

1}  umber  of  acres  in  grant: — 1,456,287. 
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This  biOwM  otl9m]lyfartradM«l>iiL4U^ 
Honse,  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Axk.,QB  tfaei  Tlk^i 
of  January,  1852.  It  paned  thai  body  Mtfei 
27th  of  Angnst,  185^  and  in  the  8m*H^ 
withoot  a  diTirion,  on  the  5tfa  of  Kliffiaik}; 
1858.  The  yeas  and  nays  wete  bad  vpea  1*^ 
in  the  Hoose.  ^ 

During  the  33d  CongreoB  bnt  one  taS»  '^ 
road  land  bill  was  paued,  and  that  waa  'W^ 
biU  to  aid  the  territray  of  Minnesota  in  (h(»  ^ 
construction  of  a  railroad  therein.    The  gniM 
of  land  in  this  was  identical  with  that  eQ^  ' 
tained  in  the  other  railroad  land  bills.    TkH 
bill  was  passed  in  the  House  on  the  20th  oC 
June,  18o4 ;  in  the  Senate,  withoot  a  divint!P||^ 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1854,  and  was  appiovea - 
by  the  President  on  the  29th  of  Jon^,  1854j 
By  an  act  passed  Ai^ust  4, 1854,  it  waa  i^ 
p^ed,  on  account  of  the  word  "or**  hsfinf 
been  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  after  it  haia. 
passed  the  House,  and  was  engrossed,  and  tha  - 
word  "  and"  placed  in  lieu  thereof.    The  vojMt' 
in  the  House,  on  the  passage  of  the  origjnal. 
bill,  was  by  yeas  and  nays.    63  Dcmoawtii 
and  36  Whies  voted  for  it-,  51  Demoorat^,  If' 
Whigs,  and  1  Free  Soiler  against  it. 


BafliMdDIUs 

pvrport.    They  all 

gnats  of  alttmato 


Onmtt  ^Lnd  iy  TMrtif'tbrnrtk  Cbngntt  for  BaOroad  Purpotn, 

VimST  SSglXOH. 

<oring  the  flnt  wwIod  of  Uim  Thirtj^Tourth  Ooogw.   The  Mlovliif  tabit 
1  In  the  Hooee,  were  reported  fay  the  Hooie  Oommfttee  on  Pohlle  lAudi^ 
ni  of  lead,  elz  eeetkms  In  width,  on  eeeh  tide  of  the  raipeetlye  nwde: 


BlalM  le  viddithe 

Ho.  of  roads 

•nbraoed. 

Vj  vkoB  nported. 

Detoof  pMnge 
la  the  Boom. 

Detoof  peawt* 
la  the  Smmu. 

l>Bt«er 
•PprovBl  of  eei. 

]re.eraM*^' 

iBMrtglBl 

Iowa, 

riorida  and  Alabama, 

Loalstana,     .    .    . 
Wiieoniin,    .    .    . 
Mkhigan  .... 
MniMlppt,   .    .    . 

4 
4 
2 
8 
S 
t 
8 

Mr.  Bennett,  of  New  York, 
««                    « 

Mr.  Oobb,  of  AUbama. 
Mr.  Bennett,  of  New  York, 

M                                        U 

Mr.Walbridge,  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Bennett,  of  New  York, 

May   8,18ML 
"14,     - 
u    21,     « 
«    28,     *« 
u    21,     « 
«    27,     « 

Aog.  «,     « 

May  9, 18M. 
it    16,     •• 

«    2»,     « 
a     M      .M 

U       it         u 
u      u        u 

Ang.  8,     « 

MajU,  1868. 

«    17,     ** 

Jnne  8,    «* 
M     M       a 

«        M          « 

u     u       u 
Ang.  11,    « 

y4fffjWf 
i,8i4«e 

1,6QMIS 

All  of  these  bills  passed  the  Senate  without 
a  division,  except  the  Iowa  and  Mississippi 
rulroad  land  bills. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
34Ui  Congress,  third  session,  a  bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Toombs  of  Qa.,  entitled  **  a  bill  grant- 
ing lands  to  the  territory  of  Minnesota,  in 
alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  certain  railroads  in  said  territory,"  was 
passed  on  the  14th  of  February,  1857,  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows : — 

YiAS. — M«fwra.  Allen,  Bsu  of  Tenn.,  Benjamin,  Brown, 
Oaee,  durriirDBir,  IKxlge,  Dooglae,  Dtwlm^  Fiak,  Filch, 
^aaU,  Fbtttr^  Geyer,  Oraen,  iTerwn.  Jamee,  Johnaon.  Jones, 
Malk  ry.  iVfirrw,  Poaroe.  Roak.  Sebaatian,  SewardL,  Stewart, 
Tbomba,  TmmbM,  Wadt^  Waller,  mUon,  Yulee.— 92. 

N  ATe.— Meeenii  BIgga,  Blgler,  Brodhead,  Clay,  Evana,  Han- 
tw,  Maaoo,  Pugh,  ttoed,  sTldelL— 10. 

21  Democrats,  9  Repablicans  and  2  Fillmore 
Americans  in  the  affirmative ;  10  Democrats  in 
the  negative. 

Democrats  in  roman,  Republicans  in  ttolt'c, 
Fillmore  Americans  in  small  capitals. 

The  bill  was  amended  in  the  House  so  as  to 
make  a  like  grant  to  the  state  of  Alabama  to 
$id  in  the  extonrion  of  the  Savannah  and  Al- 
|W|f  Bailiyiad  CkHnfi«ijr»  tewi  Ifae  Une  of 


Georgia  to  Mobile,  with  a  branch  fVom  Eufala 
to  Montgomery.  The  bill,  as  amended,  passed 
the  House  on  the  2d  of  March,  1857,  by  jeaa 
and  nays  as  follows : — 


YsA8.— Meiers.  Allen,  BdH,  Barbow^  Aonfen 
iMtt,  llendleyS.  Bennett,  Benion,  BiUinghurd^  I 
Bradthaw^  Brenton^  Baoom,  E^MnUnt,  Bwiingami, 
D.  OUmphdl,  Camtbera,  Chaffbt^Etra  CUtrkj  Cbrntm,  Cbwd^, 
Cniginy  JSmoUiy  Denis.  Dean^  Denrer,  ZHdeaon,  Jtffe,  Btaml 
Hsirar  M.  Fulur,  Grarger,  Greenwood.  AoKvatna  llnU( 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Thomas  R.  Horton^  HughiUm,  Kelky, 
Kdsegy  KsinfRT,  Kingt  Knapp^  Knfyht^  KnawUtm,  ITkw 
Lake.  LeUer^  Mace^  Alxzandkr  K.  Mamhall,  «m«el  ft 
Marshall,  IfeOxrty.  KOUan  MiOtr,  Mittward,  JVMofa,  Afl 
ker.  Peck,  AKon,  PaminqUm,  Pdtit,  Pikt,  PHngU,  QoibMa^ 
J&jMum,  Roberttt  Rnst,  &Mn,  Sag^  Saipp^  Seward,  Aotlsft 
William  R.  Smith,  TfwiMtony  Tkursbmj  TnfUm,  UUMI^ 
WOOD.  Yalz,  Wakeman,  Jmbr^fft^  Wcddm,_yrtik9it._€^ 
walader  CWa" 


Wells,  mntams,  Woodnt/jr^  Wentioorlh.-^. 

Nats.— Meesrs.  AWrighi^  Bing^utm,  Bnooek,  Branca, 
nett,  Gadwalader,  JawuM  H.  OaLmfbtO^GiMSiMJDuM^  Wa 
llamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cb</Stx,  Cral^  Crawfbrd,  CmuoKy  Om^ 
haOi^  Dowdell,  DuR-n,  Klliot,  Faulkner,  Fhgkr,  FlotMM^ 
CfaOmeajf,  UaHany  J.  Moaanoiv  llAaan,  HArm,  ABswiD 
ValaUine  B.  Borton,  Houston.  Jewett,  O.  W.  Jonea^ 
Lumpkin,  HtTMrmiT  MaubaUh  MeMuUia, 


Miller,  MBlson,  Maraan,  MoU,  Munxtf,  Andrem  ONssr,  OK 
Paoiv.  Any.  Powell,  PcanAE,  KxoAun,  Rnflhi,  AnM;  aMMi 
A.  SmlUi,  William  Smith,  Af^Mer.Skudmi  Btswnt,  gk^ 
Natok  nffpan,  Jbrad  WtMtBrm,  winslow,  fPM^ 


L- 


60  Bepnhlieans,  18  Democratjib  tad  ft  M 


(^>C«-C« 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 


iCADB  ID  the  DegatiTS.  ^cnnf.  ND.)l«t™uri^irri!rdrB«lht  InUnrtUHnoB, 

DemocratB  in  romM,  BepabliMns  in  italic,  'il^,^a'Z"!b/^iI^^!^^lli!!l^£ZW^Z' 

f nd  Fillmore  AmericuiB  in  bhali, caps.  of  .nj  baikung arb^Miup.          ' *^^  ^^     ^'^ 

The  amPfldmcnt  of  the  House  was  dereed  to  ,r*.rd.  An,  lou  whkh  uj  uk>  ud  iI.id  th.  b«i>« 

bv  the  Senate,  and  the  bill  approved Taareh.  ^Sl'Sl^*t^om,*SiiS|lTSiS4;ita5;?^St 

.1,     1857.      In    all  of    thcBe    clasiiifi Italians  of  ncUonof  ilil>  ui,  or  Um  fnnt  u  neb  otaU  ilull  nua; 

T,.tes,tl.e  MnaWra,  member.,  4c.,  are  classi-  :S?«"'f  ;::^^  ^"SS*  ;^5S«?;.Si  «*'SS  Si 

tied  according    to  the  political  position  the;  uui  u>  punbAmu^dn  Ui* luu HibU  b* tSm. 

OCUOpied  at  tllC  time  of  each  vote.  fhnrlk.  An  lanoal  r*pllrt  ihiJl  U  nudB  nsin»B(  til* 

Tb,  M  lino  Wbig.  to  the  l„t  Cm,.  »Uo  ISSUji^'X  ST-.™.  'SS™™,Sl 

isupportodMr.Buchaoan  aio  clossiSca  as  Den-  <ich«rmAtifnuiiuiTbg>gi>jpaHd(iMfui— ononnnofThieh 

m^tg^  ■bill  ha  UDHDllUd  bT  nun.  (tt*.  bj  wh,  u  ■IrUH  otbiT 

Kt,  ud  m  Iba  gmlUuoiiliD  InilUgtliiii,  ud  the  •frtcDl- 

Tba  (bllowlnjT  Mil  vu  mortcd  rmn  the  CommlttH  on  tnnl  LiepiirtmeDt  of  Ih*  FHteot  Ofllrt  u  Vulilnjrtcn. 

PabUelandeluitwIIiinwafHstjrHiDtitlTiL  Iciruhroiubt  Fi/l^.  When  landi  iluIl  b«  hI«I«I  ftom  tbon  vUA 

to  ■  TOU  oo  the  2id  Dt  April,  18M.  bale  bnn  nlKd  to  dililbla  the  iiiiniiHii  prW,  In  S«M- 

AblUdDDAll           bllol      ditnllw             I  italH     hlrh  qii™«  of  ruHloul  ureoli.  tbej  eh«ll  b«  «ooipol»J  to  th« 


n^ITna 


7i^w.n* 


of  lADd  to  b*  iffn^ 


Bk,  Z.  J>«iki</itf«irn>n((nt,Tlimt  tb>  Innd  (IbrmM, 
tSlmr  twlntr  BarT|.jr«l.  ihAll  k«  ■ppiirtlDped  to  (be  MTerml    ^ 


bMtbl  dlrrrlcl  la  kuue  I 
BO  pnUlc  lud.1  or  Ihe  Tel 
tbo  •mount  of  Ibdr  dl>trl 

Wllleh  lADil  Fcrip  DIHT  tbo* 


d  (h*  .SecRlAr;  ol  lb*  InhHlot  la 
I  Uluaaihitailawblchtbenont 


pilltad  lllHli  of  IbD  UnilBl  Sbibm,  BUhJKt  to  priiita  gnUr. 

tnm.  ihall  N  p>M   hf  Iha  alalw  bi  'lilFb  Ihi')'  may  bclunx  , 

of  tb*  aila  or  ntd  laudi  eball  ha  ippllnl  ollhoat  an,  dlml-  '■ 

Sae.  1.  ^Ad  ie  tf/xrUer  want.  Tb>t  eJI  uioncii  dariToil  : 

•orinhnialnbfrbTa  provided  for.  Hhall  ba  Infontol  la  atockfl  i 

omitllaU  a  pcrpaluiU  fiiDd,  tba  fvptui  nf  which  ihmll  n.  ^ 
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i 
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lu.ow 


t.  .AmI  ir  afiaUa'  tHatbd.  That  Uw  jn 


■ball  ba  loTlolmbly  ■ppropriaiF<J.  by  «acb  alate  which  maj    k^^uj, 
tak*  and  ctalm  thft  iiifaFflt  at  tlili  act,  to  the  eDdowIllaD^    >dT;raakii 

bHRog  o5«™rall''u.™°tb"iil"iclu!l'n"o^V[^llllJ  

ot  cla^deJ  itDdlrh  to  liach  auch  Imnchn  of  InrslDg  ai  _  .  ,„ 
■n  nlaud  to  ■4iclcnUnn  and  the  niutbaotc  arte.  In  such  ^^<'  '^^  ' 
mannu  aa  (ha  lagWatorra  ot  the  ibitM  majr  rcapactlTolj        Yai»— Mt 

jnaolba.  In  orler  (o  pomoU  tha  llbnal  and  priftlcal  ado-  BmaliaM,  I 

Claumm.  cHi^  ~f  OidtniK  0,lf1 
(brwfc.  Cnm»,  <^r<il.  Damrdl.  "-- 
of  Mam,  -  -■    -      - 

^u,/br 

BunN'Hiaau,  I[arkln,~Uatch.  /f'sirf.  HoMinl  Uaalac,  K4. 
I,  KOgon,  Kmipp.  Lmh.  latrif,  McKlbUa 

a.  Mm,  O.  B.  Mnc,  iUm^,  Olin.  iMhr, 

__.   ....___.,. —  Kjiij, Hicjon, aaflWfc 

--■   /.  jUmnm./.  W. 
iBwr.    f  1 1 1  null. 

, — ,wuMr,i»MK 

KM,  Wortntrto,  A.  B.  tliltffc.wftHHWnfc  HIik 


FinL  If 


mt.  to  whlfb,  aa  wpII  aa  to  the  pTovl 

'Ijniflad  bj  lagirlallra  acta: 

portion  of  the  fund  Jnaaftad,  aji  prarldi 

w  m^^Miis  aictloD,  ornr  portion  of  tlM  Inlariirt  (banon,  iiuirui 

■kalbbraaxacUaii  or  eoBilD||«c7.  badlDlnldiad  or  l«t,  Jibrrii, 

ltAdl1iar»lasidhTtbaatiit*lawhkhtthaloBfa,a>lbtt  ■""  ' 

ttMiapKnla/lhafliiiddiaUTaaalBfircTaraDd&iDlabad',  . .._ 

■Ml  Iba  Muaal  Intnat  ihall  U  ractfvlr  *l>*l>ad,  witbnt  akamoM,  BkkUi. 

jhbullM.  Ill  liiii  iiiii|iiiiW  iiiwlliiiirt  III  nuliiiilli — ^'  - — '-^-   " 

-ir~  "• ■-■ ^  >j.— j-^^  =^. 


un.  JbbM,  Adnln.  Ahl.  jtnirnBI,  BnmM, 
lihop,  Blair,  Hiu.  Bowla,  Bnttlim.  A(tl<aliH, 
Burraughl,  OalnyMl.  (hK,  Cluigte,  Ora  Cln^ 

,._..    ..    -.._, ......    TMn-m,  CofDiac, 

_, _  Maryland,  £giaS 

loa,  MHr*,  /Iniii.  Diet  IkiM,  Dmr/m, 
'on,  Folcj,  fl/ilfT,  6'iiMi'aM  OiImb, 
^.  Xsli^  K  imll,  Mirina,  J.  ll» 

BUOH  Hiaau,  tiariin,  Lntth.  H-tint.Hmattd.  11— ■ -* 

hog.  KdKf.Kaffirt,  K  ...... 


026  ^^^  POLITICAL  TRZT-BOOK. 

VkY^-iUmn.  AmKuoH,  Atkiai,  Afwj,  itark»imi«,  BOr      AgftiD,  On  the  B«me  dav,  thiB  bill  being  iHB 
8rS5.^'a'S;Sral!J^t,5.r{5?rr.k»'^t  »n'l«r  oonBider.tlon.  Mr   Cl«y.  a.ludi^'g  C 

noe.  Cockerill,  Ooz,  Jamea  CralK*  Burton  Cralfre,  Crawfonl.    tho  Spanish  minister,  said  : — 

Cnrrr.  I>»»I'li*on,  Daviii  of  Indiana,  Dewart,  Dowdvll,  Kd-       .. ,-     ...    ^. ,.       .  . .      ...    ., .  ^. 

iiSLn^  KlHntt  Rn^ll.h.  Envpia.  Paulkn..r.  Klor«nc«.  Oar-       **'J«  (Mr.  C.)  ^ould  not  treat  with  diarwpeet  rT«  tt« 

)  rau:<n  thiJi  bill  wan  Intanded 

minlater,  If,  not  iinti>1|pd  «Hk 

th«  fi)n>l^  departii)i>nt,  he  aKm 


ffiVpE    Wart    Wa^nrWaVki;;  Wln.low.  Wu..i...n.  au,l  «/  hi,  n,^.«,yj  .,  ,  ,r  UjJ,  hill  p, 

•ru-.  V  %v^  JtL»    inn    '               "»  u*,  I  iinTf  no  <l«iubt  h«  will  receive  bome  new  huuur  Ibr  Ua 

John  V.  W  right-100.  ^^^,^^  ™«r.«.- 

The  bill  ha.  not  yrt  been  bnmght  to  a  roto  in  th.  i?onat«.  ^j^    ^.j^^^.  ooncllldod  bis  spocch  thus  :— 

Qoitman,  John  A.,  of  Mississippi.  **  l^t  w  put  all  thiw  dtatuten  out  of  our  way  exr«ptthat 

of  17y4.    \Vhi*n  wan  tliat  pn«!«rtl?    At  a  moment  wbm  the 

SPEECH  ON  THE   BiLL  TO   KeI*EAL  THE  NeU-  enthu«Umii  of  liburty  run  thmnirh  the  country  with  elee* 

T  trii^  rapiJitv ;  when  the  who)**  country  en  max'n  was  reedy 

TRALITY  LiAWS,  ^  jp^j  ^  l^^„^l  „„j  gjj  ^1,^  French  nation  in  tliHr  iitm',CRhk 

The  ICHding  fcntlirOS  of  the   Cicht  sections  jVnc^l  W^hinKton,  rey«^^  n«mH  Ih..  ftt^^ 

-     ,            .      /P  A       •!    eM\    1010        I  •   u            I'll  try,  wiuld  iinrdlv  arn»«.t  inm  inrlination.     i  ct,  nndcr  rarb 

or    the  act  of  April   Jl»,   InlP,  which    my  bill  Hrpumi«t*n«.».  the  act  of  17'.U  w.iii  fimnd  abuudanlly  ram- 

propopes    to    repeal,  are,    in    my   opinion,   not  f^P"*•    ^ber-  wa-.  then,  no  pmtuiiouK  araumptinn  «f  aen- 

f'^i  *    ^^^„««.„   «^^l    :.««.^i:*...     V.,f    rt^rt   .A  tral  delitf*,     Fitr  twenty  yeant  that  act  haa  lm>n  fovnil  eaA- 

tmly  unnecessary  an(l  impolitic    but  are  re-  ^.,,,^1.    nut  m.,,,..  WnSL-htn.!,  n^-aci.M.,  fnrei«  minuter 

pu;rnant  to  the  intention  of  the  Constitution,  findK  oui  thnt  it  u  not  hutnHrnt.  and  the  act  of  isi7  le 

and  must  be  regarded  jis  infringements  of  the  [^"^'V  P'J"' ""'  *;  *"'"•»  '7"i7'««-«i  |'y  «•*  unirenjai  ew- 

1      •    1           i>  xi          •  •               mi  •           1.  tiiiieul  of  thi*  i-oiintry ;  anil  I  li«>|ie  it  will  recvive  furtbtf 

personal    rights   oi    the    citizen.       LhlS   act,  n.S  condcniTiHtlon  l.y  the  vote  nf  tho  n'iuM>thL<  day.** 

may  be  shown  by  tho  debates  at  tlie  time  of  j,^  j,^^  ^.^,„^j.^,  ^^j.  ^^^^  ^^^^j  ^^^^^^^^^  jj^    r^ 


Its  passage,  is  supposed  to  have  been  suggest-  |^^^^^„„  .^j^  i„tinmt<Ml  the  charge  that  foreign 

ed  bv  the  representatives  of  Kun>])r>an  courts,  i„nucnce.   m..re   thnn   d<.mostic  i>olicy,  pn)- 

for  tlie  purpose  of  cripiding  the  practical  sym-  j^,.^.,i  ^^e  twissage  of  tlint  hiw.     lie  argues  :— 

pathy  manifested  by  the  people  of  the  l.n.ted  ..^,^,^  ^^J^^  i.  . .um.ie«t  cnmnd  for  ihon,inirt«af 

States  111  favor  of  some  of  the  Spanisli  cohmies  Portu-ni.  of  i:ni,'i.iini.  an.i  of  vr.iwv  to  pnHxtsi  niion:  but 

in  America  then  struggling  for  their  freed"  im.  hIihII  we  «ynitHitiii7«<  in  tiieir  f.'i.iin,:H  on  the  subject,  ami  he 

Me     (Mnxr     fiion     <^nn<i1rnr    nf  «})A  IT.iiwn     nnil    o  illdUL"ed  by  then!   to  J.UM  act«  tu  Klui-klo  OUr  dtliena,  when 

r.  Llay,  then    SpoaRer   Ol   tne  llOUSJS  ami   a  n  i,  ^o  enyy  t..  tmc!  tlMr  n-ni'.n«tpancv- U»  a  p'oeral  hwii- 

Warm  advocate  of  the   cause  of  the  young  re-  lliv  to  the  o-ius,'  i.f  any  p.'<iiil..  who  an-  enfi:a:re«l  !n  a  irtni^ 


our  government  in  the  attitude  of  an  ally  of  IJut,  :il:i-;I  Kurii]H\in  i«lcas  were  t«>o  murh 

European  despotism,  and  an  enemj  to  the  ex-  voncratod  :  Kiir»)pean  influence  prevailed,  and 

tension  of  liberal  political  institutions  on  this  this  unfurtiinati?  system  was  engrafted  upim  u*. 

continent.     That   bold  and  sagacious  states-  Tho  objor-tiotis  to  this  act,  as  intcr[>reted  in 

man  saw  the  deop  s«'bemes  of  Kuro]>ran  sove-  tnir  <lay,  are: 

reigns  whose  cobaiial  ]»os'<essions  in  America  Its  I'rcation  (/f  constructive  crime; 

were  jeopardized,  and  <lared  to  assail  the  sui-  Its  <U'nial  of  the  riglit  of  expatriation,  nn  !. 

cidal  p(>h(ry  attempted  to  be  foisted  upon  us,  und<T  certain   (Mrcumstancos,   i.'f  emigmti<>ii 

under  the   hpeoious  pretence  of  non-interfe-  even  : 

rencc  and  national  morality.     In  the  History  Its  prohibition  <»f  tho  right  of  the  citizen,  in 

of  C»»ngress,  published  by  dales  &  Seaton.  some  cases,  t«>  avail  himself  of  the  rewanls  of 

.  14<K5,  in  reit^rence  to  the  discussion  of  this  his  skill,  his  ingenuity,  or  bis  labor; 

ill,  I  find  the  following: —  Its  loading  with  onerous  Imnlens,  and  pun- 

•*  Mr.  riayoffero.!  Mime  eenernl  remark «  on  the  ofTensive  ishing  with   tU'Wi'Vi}   penalties,  fair  com  100 rria! 


I 


nKtur»?  of  the  hill,  whii'h  he  mII,  inxtt^ad  of  an  net  to  en-    (Enterprises  and  S]MM'ulati'»liS  : 

force  neutral  it  V,  oiiirht  to  y»e  entitled  au  act  fur  the  benefit  t^  r       •  i        i»       •  i      *         i    .» 

ofhl»nmje.tv'theKin«of.sp«in."  Its  c«mforring  upon  ib-'  IVsi.lont  and  ibo 

Again,  on  th(.  ISth  of  March,  it  is  reported  collectors  of  in.rts  powers  ,ncon*istont  with 

of  Mr  Cl'iv *"''  prn^^'ipl*-**  *^"*l  dangerous  to  the  institu- 

"Tn  the  thn-jihoMof  thiB  ill!*rw*«ion.  heeonfeMod  he  did         ■,/    ,  ,.  **••.!     .„j„    .  ^ui^    ..^.  ^ 

not  like  murh  the  oridn  of  th.tt  art   There  ha.i  Wn  some        Its  branding  lis  iTinnnal.  act?  noblo  gci:e- 

ii*-|ii-ure*— not  in  an  oflleial  form,  but  In  HU'-h  i>h.t]ieai(  to  rcnis,  and  patriotic  in  tboinsnlvps  ; 

•niith' them  tAcn-,|.Mi.M.— tli.itshfi'^f^lthatacl  toliaveb<M.n  t.     jmmiininLr  to  tre-it   tb«»  rit'/en-*  of  ft  frw» 

tlie  n'*»ult  of  a  t-nuu'i  on  the  part  ct  foMgn  a^'enln  in  thU  ^^^  asSUUl  Uj.,  TO  irc.U    in«.   t  n  /.t.n     oi   a   ITCV 

country,  whli-h  he  n^cn'tled  to  have  ween,    llul  frim  wh.it-  Country  as  tllC  Sllhjeets  of  property  ol    tlio  gt»- 

erer  nouri'e  it  spruni:.  if  it  wai  an  act  nec<»«Kary  to  pn'wrve  v<>rnTnont. 

th«  neulral  rel.-it  ions  of  tho  country,  it  oujjht  to  Ihj  retained;  ,..    n  ,•*           i           •          r.    »    -^      i     ..    4  .......  . 

but  this  h.'  .lenl.d."                    j»        »»  It  .^11  these  obnoxKMis  features  In  ni»t  appear 

wnich 

f 

d 

^^n  nation.,  and  not  of  thI.  gOTemment,  to  B^^^ /"VheVi  is/ howeVcr";  at  the 


••In  !♦-  I'MvlMtins  It  went  heyond  the  oill(;.ttl'>nHof  tho  <listinctly  in    tlie   act,    tlie   ('on-;tru«'tion  whicl 

United  St.itts  to  oth«T  powem.  and  that  part  of  it  wa*  nn-  1         .  nl'icod  11  noli  them  bv   nt  least   one  oj 

wwelenteU  in  anv  n.nti.m  which  compellwi  rltlson^  of  the  "'^^  y^[  "  I*''V.*  /  "1^.'"  "^^  "^  ;,•  '         \         '  '*"V 

UnibHi  States  to  ^i've  iMindK  nut  to  eomiait  actd  without  the  the  judges  oi  the  huprenic  Court,  Ini'^  mnrko( 


United  St.itts  to  other  powem.  and  that  part  of  it  wa*  nn-     i.._.  i,^,.,:  ,j..,.„,i  ...»..,  «j,.»„,  l.^    ot  l..*>w»    ..i|^  ^,f 

__„ „ .     .    ^  ^  rko 

jurij^iiction  of  the  I'niM  Htatea,  which  it  is  the  bunlnew    ^\^^,j^^  iirbold  and  unmistakable  outlines. 


nrboi  otgMlJoB  to  tta  wbole  of  thia  loglstn-  |  not  «m  mo  oflbaoe.  Now,  lU  liw  of  b» 
tion.  It  u  not  oul^  not  w«rnuitod  bj  the  tioni,  even  u  known  ftnd  acted  Qpoa  in 
Couititution — it  is  u  Attempt  to  lake  bwbj  '  Europe,  where  the  gOTeimment,  genera^,  hta 
frum  a  free  people  righte  which  thej  have  i  eotire  control  over  the  citiien,  or  rather  tht 
nerer  surrendered.  It  is,  fa  aay  the  lewt,  subjact — there,  I  repeat,  the  law  of  natioiu 
fonnded  on  an  entire  misoonceptioD  of  the  re-  does  not  re^rd  U  u  on  offence  for  the  cidioa 
Uttons  which  eiist  between  the  govemmen't  to  take  service  ooder  a  foreign  government  at 
and  the  people  under  our  peculiar  ajstem.  war  with  a  friendlj  power.     The  asage  ij  tb« 

Thia  federal  government  is  a  limited  one,    roieree.     Vattel,  b.  3,  ch. 7,  seo.  110,  pves Ui« 
Cotutituted  by  tne  states  in  their  sovereiga  .rale  and  example: — 


Mpacitj.  it  possesses  no  powers  but  thos(^ 
eleartj  delegated  to  it  ia  the  compact  of  union. 
"Hiis  char«oter  of  our  government  is  not  left, 
to  inference;  it  is  stamped  in  express  wordi^ 
upon  the  instrument  that  created  it.  Therm- 
it rests,  and  casuistry  cannot  blot  it  out.  The- 
"  powers  not  delegated  are  reserved."  "  The 
enomeration  of  certain  rights  shall  not  bo  con- 
sCmed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by 
the  people."     When,  therefore,  it  is  proposed 


, IDOt  dsprfniHOf  tlM  ll« 

dliKKltkiaii/injhthUtiiUiapDnultotBiuaiH  vhkhl 
JudKsid'uUgKui  ta  mjnnmOj.    TlMnt>n,  vhm  It  Is 

n>  nbjsciu,  to  permit  InlM  or  Imiiii  Id  knr  of  i  fomtt 
Id  whDin  IL  la  plnurd  to ninllda,  th*  (DdDTAf  thil  pawn 
eanDOtdll  Uhh  p«Tmiii4nD*  hrrililltlsi^  «  « Itfl  aADDI  «T«a 
elilin.  witb  inj  rbht,  ttui  thi  llludwold  bs  Kinnldl  bim," 
4e  ■  •  •  -ThsSaltmmpwil  krlt*  or  tiwpa  lowboB  IWr 
pleut,  ■ndnolndj  hu  tbongbl  |iinpa  (of  lunol  vllb  lb«a 


If,  then,  it  be  not  an  offence  against  the  law 

istate  upon  any  subject,  the  first  inquiry    o'""''™'."''!!  according  to  the  European 
be.  whether  tLat  subject  is  within  the    f^e.forthc  citizen  ofaoy  neutral  slate  to 


jurisdiction  of  Congress.     The  broadest 
structionist  does  not  pretend  that 


^g^     take  service  under  a  belligerent  nation,  what 
^J    constitutional  power  has  Congress  to  prehibit 


misdemeanor*!,  generiily,  are  within  tho  juris-  ^^i"  ."f '''  ^f  t  ^^"'<=»".  *^'t'*^°  '<>  !•««' 
dictionof  the  federal  ^-emmenf.  Whence.  1"«  ■""'1?='.  his  wealth  or  bis  sword  to  uiy 
then,  are  derived  tho  po«e«  Maimed  under  .  """^  """"^J  *""  bd'evesto  be  uistT  And  jrt 
the  act  in  question  f  to  what  clause  of  the  \  '■'«  fi"'^""!  ««"■;''  ^'f'^M  of  the  act  of  1818 
Constitution  do  you  trace  them  T  There  is  no  „il"VnH°  -"'k"!," L-'!!!'^  Ji"-  '  ^^ 
semblance  of  a  warrant  for  tliem  to  be  found  ,  "'"""  ""    ""      "  "      "■>.-.    .".      -  • 

in  the  Constitution,  unless  they  be  included  , 
in  the  power  to  define  and  punish  "  u^nt 

■    It  the  law  of  nations."     If  the  grant  of  '  r '  f -J"™ 

t.hnt  riniirip    it.  iu       0   0  O,  U 


,  ind  worthy  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 
The  third,  fifth,  eighth,  ninth,  and  elevenlh 
sections  of  the  act  are  obnoiious  to  objcctiuns 
I  of  a  similar  character.     They,  in  snlistnnce, 
power  be  not  contained  in  that  clause,  it  is    f^^''''''  ""der  severe  penalties,  the  soiling.  «t- 
rt  to  be  found  in  any  place.     The  act,  to  be  ■  r"£™,'„!!™V"?'  f"?.f.''.'."?:."/.?^*?'"S.*°  *'" 
sfined   and   punished,   mast   be   au   offence 


rintl  Ihelaaofnaliom.  To  offences  of  that 
s  is  this  power  limited ;  to  them  alone  can 
it  be  ^)plied.  Wilt  it  be  pretended,  that 
this  power  to  define  and  punish,  Congre: 
power  to  go  out  of  the  law  of  naliouE. 
MOJle  ofl^nccs  or  crimes  of  those  acts  which, 
br  the  law  of  nations,  are  not  conderoneil  T 
If  aOfthe  whole  field  of  criminal  jurisprudence 
ia  thrown  open  to  federal  legislation,  and  the 
nwciflcation  of  a  limitation  becomes  absurd. 
Fat  instance,  the  sale  of  brcodstuffa,  or  of 
clothing,  by  one  of  our  citiiens,  to  a  nntion  at 
war  with  a  friendly  power,  is  not  forbidden 
by  the  law  of  nations.  Will  it  bo  assumed, 
wen,  that  Congress,  under  the  power  ai)ovo 
quoted,  can  make  such  a  sale  a  penal  offence  ? 
Why  can  this  not  bo  doncT  Because  tlie  act 
is  not  an  offence  against  the  law  of  nations. 
llat  law  is  referred  to  in  the  Constitution  as 
a  positive  eiistence.  No  authority  is  given 
to  Confess  to  alter  or  change  it,  or  to  create 
new  offences.  Jud^ng  tlie  act  of  1818  by 
theoe  rules,  its  leodmg  provisions  are  clearly 
without  the  pale  of  the  authority  of  Congress. 
The  very  title  of  the  act,  as  if  in  contempt  of 
the  limitations  of  the  Constitution,  proclaims 
it  an  nsarpation.  Instead  of  an  act  to  define 
and  punish  offences  against  the  law  of  nations, 
it  purports  to  be  "  An  act  for  tlie  puninhment 
of  certain  erivwi  agaimt  the  Unittd  Sfules." 
Liko  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  it  attempts 
ht  make  a  erine  of  that  whiah 


of  any  ship  or  vessel  intended  to  be  ei.. 
ployed  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  state,  or 
10  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  oiti- 
lena,  subjects,  or  property  of  any  forei^ 
j.^  :  stale ;  and,  furthermore,  they  invest  the  Prei 
^^j  !  iont  and  the  collectors  of  ports  with  eitmor 
'  -  dioary  powers,  to  seiie  and  detain  suspected 
ressels.  Now,  many  of  these  acts,  if  not  all 
i>f  them,  thus  made  criminal  and  severely 
penal,  are  in  strict  conformity  with  the  righta 
'if  neutrals,  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  n»- 
lions.  The  property  thus  risked  may.  if  seised 
by  n  belligerent,  be  confiscated  :  hut  the  nen* 
irality  of  the  country  whose  citizens  are  en- 
;^ged  in  such  trade  has  never  been  considered 
■ia  violated  thereby.  Vattel,  in  the  same  con- 
nexion, proceeds  thus : — 
"  FonhH,  It  raiT  bg  illlniiid,  on  tha  nin*  priDHpln.  OhI 


ittempts 


t  la'  nrUIn  (hat.  —  IhsT  bi 
n  iDilar  no  oUlmUon*  (o  i 


□0  Dbllgfttloaa  of  aanlAclpf  Id  as-'* 

The  question,  then,  recurs,  has  C'oner 
right  to  brand  as  criminal,  acta  cleari; 
mitted  by  the  law  of  nations? 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  proposed  to  b« 
repealed,  althou^  in  its  phraseolo^,  and 
stiU  more  in  the  interpretation  which  jodieial 
adToeatea  of  oonatnieti*e  powets  tan*  filaMl 


aarlype^ 


IMMiH'hltWM'bAMte 

ttpnlMi  of  the  AnerlMa  htut  thui  aaj  of 
tb*  olh«n,  ii  itill  not  so  pklpably  at  wiauee 
«Wi  «ho  iMili  of  iKntnU,  omwaded  bj  tbe 
Inn  of  BMOtu.  This  uotioii  Ibrluds,  andsr 
an«n  ptnWn,  U17  pamn  irithtn  our  tani- 
laiy  to  M^,  Mt  on  »ol^  proride,  or  pnpftre 
lbs  nomt  fiv  ra^  militair  expedition  or  on- 
tnpriM  to  be  oamed  from  uuB  oonntrr  againit 
the  torritniee  of  an;  tortaga  prinoe  or  peopk 
with  wbon  we  are  «t  peaoe.  Thii  elaue,  if 
■IrieUr  oooatraed,  aooording  tothe  miM  wlu(& 
riMolagonm  tb«  interpretation  of  penal  eta- 
littoi,  meeaa  oolj  to  fco'bld  militoi;  nmocn- 
tiou  in  the  United  States,  intended  to  proceed 
front  thenee  in  fbll  roilitMT  oTgaiiiMtion ;  bnt 


•xeontiTe  and  jndioal,  to  onbraee  in  ita  penal 
donnneiation*  tboee  who  aeparatelj,  a*  pnTate 
IndiridnalB,  and  vithoat  milita^  organiia- 
llon,  ntnj  diooee  to  lesTe  onr  eonnbr,  with  01- 
irithout  arms,  to  comUne  together  eUewbere, 
Ibr  the  pnrpoae  of  udin^  an  opprowed  people 
to  aehiere  uu£t  politieKl  mdep«ndenae.  Saot 
■Ota,  on  tbepartof  aiti>ens,donot  ioYotve  On: 
nentralitj  of  onr  oonnbj ;  therefore,  penal 
Iswe  to  pouieh  them  are  not  onlj  beyood  thi- 
■sope  of  Congrewional  powers,  out  are  ala(< 
infringements  on  the  nnquestionable  ri<ht  of 
the  oititen  as  well  to  expatriato  himteu,  and 
vnite  his  fbrtones  with  uiose  of  another  poli- 
tieal  oommnnity,  as  to  emigrate  to  fbreigu 
lands,  and  there  follow  pnreuite  which  ma? 
not  be  inconsistent  with  his  all^ianoe  to  hi« 
eonntr;. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Churmaii,  in  this  brief 
argument,  oonsidered  the  consUtnUonolit^  of 
this  law,  with  refereace  to  the  European  Tiewt 
of  the  law  of  nations.  I  hare  shown  that  the 
not  of  1818  restrains  individual  rights,  private 
ynterprige,  and  personal  libertj,  oejond  the 
requirements  of  the  international  node;  and, 
oonsequeotlj,  is  without  the  pale  of  Congres- 
sional powers.  The  power  "to  define  and 
punish  offences  againat  the  law  of  nations" 
was  confided  bj  the  Constitution  to  Congress, 
not  to  the  exocative  or  judiciarj,  for  the  eole 
piupose  of  preventing  individuals  fhim  com- 
promising the  neutralitj  of  the  United  States. 
It  wu  never  intended  to  control  the  private 
enterptisea  or  speculations  of  the  people.  So 
bx,  then,  aa  these  enterprises  do  not,  accord- 
ing to  the  established  international  code,  in- 
Tolte  the  neutnlity  of  the  government,  it  is 
powerless  to  restrain  them,  because  the  right 
to  do  so  has  never  been  delegated.  The  gov- 
ernment ia  reaponaible  to  the  cidieu,  but  not 
for  bim.  He  maj  commit,  withont  respooai- 
bilitj  to  anyeartbl;  power,  many  deeda  which 
the  govMnment  cannot  so  oommit.  The  latter 
is  always  responsible.  The  American  oitiien 
nt>  enthroned  within  the  charmed  circle  of 
Ua  reserved  rights,  the  monarch  of  hia  own 
MtiaoB.  The  reeervalion  of  tbeee  individunl 
il|^to  is  the  nobleat  batnra  of  our  syatem ; 
-^  he  ia  ite  worst  enemj  whot  bj  Imulative 
"Dial  ooBitraalion,  would 
Ibo  tiM  patriot  iboald 


wHab  wd  sMid  An  ftm MW>liW,T#|i" 
opanbes.  ,^m 

Even  if  tlw  penal  laws  whicli  I  bava  SH 
nined  wore  •ttiollj  constitutiuti&l,  I  m^L 
atia  oppose  thott  aa 


■tkoi  or  JB^oii 
o  impair  tMB.  ' 


aoiiut  the  gntina  of  our  free  inatitutiuni. 
Tlioj  kre  foouded  npon  the  fnliie  oesnmptlon 
that  the  goTemmoBt  should  direct  the  mlconb 
and  ootttrol  the  Mmtfment  of  the  people.  It  It 
dwer  p(^tic«I  hypocrie^.  or,  at  Kaat,  selt 
stoltifleation,  to  crown  with  honor  the  memonr 
of  tiM«M>d  man  La&yettc,  who>«  portnut  la 
i«d  wrarthj  to  decorate  this  republioan 
.  in  oompuf  with  that  of  our  own  Wash- 
ington, in  OUT  gnUitnile  fur  tfac  aid  which,  in 
despite  of  bis  oonntry'B  kwa,  be  rendered  ns 
*D  Uie  dark  hour  of  oni  revolutionary  alruggle, 
f  we  are  bv  It^tlation  to  8tigmetuo  ns  oruni- 
nal  the  eflorte  of  onr  own  citixent<,  to  bear 
~  itnnee  to  a  neighboring  people, 
IT  the  joke  of  an  iron  despotiBm— 
to  which  the  oondiiion  of  our 
was  almost  a  state  of  freedom. 


RallrotuI  to  tke  Faelfle. 

On  the  1^  of  FebrawT,  1856,  %  hBl  wik 
brought  to  a  vote,  in  the  Ssnata,  ibr  a»MI|h 
stmction  of  n  Northern,  a  Sovlhara,  oad  • 
Dentnil  Pacific  RvlTOad.  Itt  orMii  wh  A4i 
It  was  introdnced  by  Senator  DoaAa,  lad 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  VM  PmUh 
Etailroad.  Hr.  Owin  reported  iMok  »  nbaA* 
tate  for  it,  which  was  the  aame  bill  lAM  ha 
hed  reported  the  aesaion  before.  The  MH  wm 
posBea  by  the  following  vote ; — 


1,  DoialaM^iiiBi,  .__ , 

oMi  of  lo.,  Joua  of  Tann-  UsttDB,  Aine. 
" B<,nwy,Wtf^W 


-Mmk*.  Bidnr,  Bell,  Btn>inl 
lo„Dittaka,1wk,aj "- 

^'siiau'L  OMtL  dUM,  SaM 

Stn—MtHn.  idnu.  Mm,  £  .      . . 

litad,  Umat,  BttUr,  Canit,  Cbf,  CUTtcn,  Hbwiob,  Jh^Hk 
m^ricfc,  an«r,  BtmUr,  Muim,  ttuf,  Fntt,  BnoB, 
thoopani  of  Kj.,  IRSf. 

Democrats  in  Ualki;  Free  Soilers  in  bmau 
o'APs;  Whiga  in  roman. 

The  cloaaification  politicallT  in  both  honioo 
<jf  the  vote  on  the  Pacific  ItailToad  is  aoeind- 
ing  to  the  position  of  members  as  theTwwa 
elected.  Some  of  them  who  are  marked'DeiatH' 
uTAts  and  Whigs  bad,  about  that  time,  nndai>- 
[;one  a  politicaTcbange,  and  united  theowelTea 
with  the  American  party. 

This  bill  was  never  acted  upon  bf  At 
House. 

During  the  second  session  of  the33dG(»> 
ip-ess  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  tdegM- 
;>hio  and  r^lroad  communication,  frta  Ot 
Atlantic  Statea  to  the  Pacific  Ooean,  «nw 
near  passing  the  House.  It  had  been  reported 
from  a  select  committee  on  the  snbieot,  p;  Hr. 
McDongall  of  California.  The  bul  proposed 
to  grant,  for  the  puipoae  of  aiding  in  OOB- 
Htraction  of  three  roads  to  the  Pacnfie,  kUet- 
tiato  sections  of  laud,  for  twelve  milee  in 
width,  on  *eaoh  side  (^  said  nwda ;  aad  ttt 
fallowing  lote,  on  the  22d  of  Jttmarr,  ISK, 
ma  one  of  the  many  test  vote*  upon  u*  UB. 
Itwaa  oa  a  motion  toToooDiiDit  IM  UH  toflto 


KULKOAD  TO  THS  PACim 


■Fl«ct  eomnittM.  Tbt  oppomnti  of  the  Ull, 
with  ft  few  ezceptiona,  voUog  "  ity,"  the  friendt 
of  it,  with  a  few  exaeptioHB,  "  no." 

VuL— UaHK  Mtrtnmtie,  Alkm,  DitM  J.  Btllar^ 
Tkomu  R.  BiqIt.  A«  Butodia^  Bun,  Baldwr.  Kniu<i 
Jilnusn,  Buouok,  Bojca.  Brtdn,  Brookii,  QmML  Curratlrr, 
UukUi  Cl^  Chultia,  ainnun,  Oobb,  dotqallt,  Cni(fc 
Osckcr,  euinm.  OiU*,  Mik  Ihinbar.  Kuaua.  halknar 
ranbn,  Ftuff^.  J^iiKiii,  hll  r,  aiIH<(I<Bi,  Oood^  Gnoii- 

Harrb.  WUc^V.  nurii,  HhUu'ri.  Kkm.  HIMhM.  Uilliir 
[|«Hloo.fii»U.lD(*r»U,II;T.JoBHi,O.W.Jin>s,J.OIin(7 
JuMi,  KoUBd  JoBM,  £!rr.Kldw«,K1ttndga,KD  rti,  Ltb-b  ir, 
Lawll,  IffDn,  Uudmuld,  HiQwan,  MantlEia,  Mir.  JK»»r* 


Di£tMrwiiii 


NtlL- 


k  Bell.  B 


I  Jua«  a  A 


Blat-  CDttlBt.  Joho  a.  EMtK 
I    H&,  MASwi,  —  - 


Oiu^wal 


ArnUin,  ChuBlMcUlD,  Chrliiuii,Chii 
Onnii.  On,  CoDUBlat-  CDttlBt.  Join 
Darb,  DawBo,  D,  HtK,  MaSwi,  Dtnn, 
teou  SMt.  SOtaioa.  Btemdi,  John  M.  QUott,  BUIkd, 
■VU^  EOi^dgc,  Acrtarf,  JMw,  rionnca,  Ouabl*, 
Onaii,  OiHnvoad.  Ortf,  Aidm  J.  UuUa,  fliirTuaii, 
Bodileki.  llsnn.  lloibo,  Jotauca,  Kaltt.  Knar,  Lunb, 
Lug*,  UOuun.  CixUn.  Undiln.  DCCUIa).  UrDounll, 
Mkk,  Man.  JtUOarm,  UuwaU.^nidi  ff.  XfOer.  Smitb  Millar, 
Nlntuli,  fioMh  ^VartDit.  Oldi,  Mtntteai  Olita;  FBrktr, 
Pbalp*.  Pnlt.  Prt^an.  Rrodf,  BltbmiOmya,  David  SUlMc, 
Tbomu  RiU)l«5,  Kabblni,  Rol*.  UMit.  Sanrd,  Bhlnaoa, 
euii^  A.  Smith.  SMtn,  Fndirick  P.  Stwlon,  Rlcbuil  H. 
SiwiUhi.  HiHbir  L.  SteTcni,  Andnw  SUwirt.  DhIJ  Stew- 
■K,  Jilm  L.  Ibfler.  KalhmUl  O.  Tifltr.  Thi 


Democrats  ia  romaD  ;  Whigs  id  italiet ; 
Free  Soilera  in  smali.  caps. 

This  vote  wan  finoUj  reconsidered,  and  the 
bill  tocomiiutt«d:  in  effect  killed. 


Ml.  Calbocs's  Vii* 

At  the  eeesion  of  1845-'5,  Mr.  Calhoun,  as 
chairman  of  a  aeleot  aommittee,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  memorial  from  the  Memphis  Can- 
vention,  made  an  elaborate  report  to  the  Se- 
nate, from  which  tluB  is  an  extract: — 

"  Yuar  committee  will  next  proceed  to  con- 
sider (hat  portion  of  the  memorieJ  which  re- 
lates to  the  communication  bj  railroad  be- 
tween the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
aouthem  AtUntic  States.  Thej  regard  works 
of  the  kind  as  belouging  to  interod  improve- 
ments (that  is,  improvements  within  the  bod^ 
of  the  states),  and  as  such,  are.  in  their  opi- 
nion, not  embraced  in  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  But  they  are,  nevertheless,  of 
opinion  that  where  such  roads  or  other  works 
of  internal  improvement  may  pass  through 
public  lands,  the  United  States  may  con- 
.  tributa  to  their  construcUon  in  their  charac- 
ter of  proprietors,  to  the  extent  that  they  may 
be  enhanced  in  price  thereby.  This  has 
usually  been  done  by  ceding  alternate  seo- 
tions  on  the  project«d  line  of  such  works ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  mode  of  contribu- 
tini^  more  fair  or  better  calculated  to  guard 
against  abuses,  can  be  devised.  That  Con- 
gress has  a  right  to  make  such  contributions, 
where  there  is  reasonable  ground  to  believe 


ritDiy  and  otbv  pablle  ptopwty  of  tbe  United 
State*,'  jonr  oommittee  oannot  doubt.  In 
making  this  aasettion,  they  hold  to  the  role 
of  strict  oonetruotion,  and  that  this  power.  Like 
all  the  other  power*  of  the  government,  is  a 
trust  power,  and,  as  such,  is  strictly  limited 
by  the  nature  and  object  of  the  tiust.  In  this 
case,  the  rule  requires  that  the  land*  and 
other  public  property  of  the  United  State* 
should  he  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage; 
and  where  that  can  be  done  by  contribuUng  a 
portion  to  works  which  would  make  the  resi- 
due equally  or  more  valuable  than  the  whole 
would  be  without  it,  as  is  supposed,  they  hold 
it  would  be  strictly  within  the  rule.  Your 
committee  go  further.  They  are  of  the  op- 
nion,  not  only  (hat  Congress  has  the  right  to 
contribute  to  the  extent  stated,  in  such  cases, 
but  that  it  is  in  duty  bound  to  do  so,  as  the 
representative  of  a  part  of  the  proprietor*  of 
the  land  to  be  benehted.  It  would  c«  neidier 
Just  nor  fair  for  it  to  stand  by  and  realise  the 
advantage  they  would  derive  from  this  work, 
without  contributing  a  due  proportion  to- 
wards its  construction.  It  would  be  still  less 
I  justifiable  to  refuse  to  contributo,  if  its  effect 
would  bo  to  defeat  a  work,  the  construction 
of  which,  while  it  would  enhauce  the  value 
of  the  land  belongiof;  to  the  public,  oud  that 

of  individual  prop  I  ■ ' —   '^ '"  '""" 

prosperity  of  the  ci 


lortioD, 


1  the  publio  lands  will  be  enhanced  in  pro- 
lioB,  onder  id  right  to  diipOM  irf  '  tbe  tn^ 


which  it  involves,  cannot  fail  to  receive  your 
early  attention.  I  allude  to  the  means  of 
communication  by  which  different  parts  of  the 
wide  expanse  of  our  country  are  to  be  placed 
in  closer  connexion  for  purposes  both  of  defence 
and  commercial  intercourse,  and  more  espe- 
cially such  as  appertain  to  the  communication 
of  those  great  divisions  of  the  Union  which 
lie  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 

That  the  government  has  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  this  heretofore,  is  apparent  from  the  aid 
it  has  afforded,  through  appropriations  for 
mail  facilities  and  other  purposes.  But  the 
general  subject  vrill  now  present  itself  under 
vipects  more  imposing  and  more  pnrely  na- 
tional, by  reason  of  the  surveys  ordered  by 
Congress,  and  now  in  the  process  of  comple- 
tion, for  commnnication  by  railway  across  tbe 
sontinent,  and  wholly  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States. 

The  power  to  declare  war,  to  raif«  and  sup- 
port armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  nai7, 
and  to  call  forth  the  militia  td  execute  tho 
lavrs,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invK- 
lions,  was  oonfhrred  upon  Oont^ress,  as  meaaa 
to  provide  for  the  oc«nmon  defence,  and  to 
protect  a  territory  and  a  uopniation  now  wid» 
ipread  and  Taatly  mnltipUM.  A*  inoideDlBl 
tD  and  indiinwbte  ibr  ttw  cxecoiM  of  this 
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power,  it  must  sometimM  be  neocesary  to  oon- 
ftruot  military  roads  and  protect  harbors  of 
refuge.  To  appropriations  by  Congress  for 
such  oljectSy  no  sound  objection  can  be  raised. 
Happily  for  our  country,  its  peaceful  policy 
and  rapidly  increasing  population  impose  upon 
us  no  urgent  necessity  tor  preparation,  and 
leaye  but  few  trackless  deserts  between  assail- 
able points  and  a  patriotic  people  ever  r€»d  v 
and  generally  able  to  protect  them.  These 
nacessary  links,  the  enterprise  and  energy  of 
our  people  are  steadily  and  boldly  stru^ing 
to  supplj.  All  experience  affirms  that,  wher- 
trer  pnvate  enterprise  will  avail,  it  is  most 
wise  fur  the  general  government  to  leave  to 
that  and  individual  watchfulness  the  location 
and  execution  of  all  means  of  communica- 
tion. 

The  siirveys  before  alluded  to  were  desi;n^ed 
to  ascertain  tnemost  practicable  and  economical 
route  for  a  railroad  from  the  river  MissisHippi 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Parties  are  now  in  the 
lield  making  explorations,  where  previous 
examinations  had  not  supplied  sufficient  data, 
and  where  there  was  the  best  reason  to  hope 
the  object  sought  might  be  found.  The  mean« 
and  time  being  both  limited,  it  is  not  to  be 
i>xpecte<l  that  all  the  accurate  knowledge  de- 
sired will  be  obtained,  but  it  is  hoped  tliat 
much  and  important  information  will  be 
Ad<icd  to  the  Btock  previously  possessed,  and 
that  partial,  if  not  full  reports  of  tlie  surveys 
ordered  will  be  received,  in  time  for  transmis- 
sion to  thB  two  IIou.Qcs  of  Congress,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  February  next,  as 
rca aired  by  law. 

The  heavy  expense,  the  great  delay,  and  at 
times,  fatality  attending  travel  by  either  of 
the  Isthmus  routes,  have  demonstrated  the 
:ul vantage,  which  would  result  from  interri- 
torial  communication  by  such  safe  and  rapid 
moans  OS  a  railroad  would  supply. 

These  difficulties,  which  have  been  encoun- 
tered in  a  period  of  peace,  would  be  magnified 
ami  still  turther  increased  in  time  of  war. 
But  whilst  the  embarrassments  already  en- 
countered, and  others  under  now  continc^encies 
to  be  anticipated,  may  serve  strikingly  to 
exhibit  the  importance  of  such  a  work,  neither 
Ihese,  nor  all  considerations  combined,  can 
liave  an  apprecia])le  value,  when  weighed 
:i;:^ainst  the  obligation  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
Constitution,  and  faithfully  to  execute  the 
jM)wer8  it  confers.  Within  this  limit,  and  to 
the  extent  of  the  interest  of  the  government 
involved,  it  would  seem  both  expedient  and 
pn>per,  if  an  economical  and  practicable  route 
bhall  be  found,  to  aid,  by  all  constitutional 
means,  in  the  construction  of  a  road  which 
will  unite,  by  speedy  transit^  the  populations 
of  the  Pa*rific  and  Atlantic  states.  To  guard 
a^rjiinst  misoouocption.  it  should  be  remarked 
tliat,  although  the  power  to  construct,  or  aid 
in  the  construction  of,  a  road  within  the  limits 
of  a  territory  is  not  embarrassed  by  that  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  which  would  arise  within 
the  limits  of  a  state,  it  is  nevortheless  held  to 
l>e  oi  doubtful  power,  and  more  than  doubtful 


propriety,  even  within  the  limits  of  a  ton 
tory,  for  Uie  general  ^vernment  to  undertake 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  railroad,  a  canal, 
or  other  similar  construction,  and  therefore 
that  its  connexion  with  a  work  of  this  charM^ 
ter  should  be  incidental  rather  than  primary. 
I  will  only  add,  at  present,  that,  fully  appie> 
ciating  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and 
solicitous  that  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ahoiee 
of  the  republic  may  be  bound  together  bv  inr 
separable  ties  of  common  interest,  as  well  mm 
of  c6'mmon  fealty  and  attachment  to  the 
Union,  J  shall  be  disposed,  so  far  as  my  own 
action  is  cnQpcemed,  to  follow  the  lights  of  the 
Constitutionjss?^  expounded  and  illustrated  by 
those  whose  opihijous  and  expositions  constitute 
the  standard  of  nfj  political  faith  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  fWeral  government.  It  ia, 
I  trust,  not  neces««ar}' fto  say,  that  no  grandeur 
of  enterprise,  and  no  pi^cnt  urgent  induce- 
ment promising  popular  frvor,  will  lead  me 
to  <lisregard  those  lights,  or  t^depart  from  that 
path,  which  experience  has  pr&ved  to  be  safe, 
and  which  is  now  radiant  withS^  (^^^^  ^^ 
prosperity  and  legitimate  constituJi^*^  P*^ 
gress.  We  can  aftbrd  to  wait,  but  w?  <»nttot 
afford  to  overlook  the  ark  of  our  securi^* 


Ray  nor,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina*  \ 

Extracts  from  Speech  or,  atPiiiladelp^*» 
November  1,  1S56.  \ 

My  brother  Americans,  do  you  intend  tol^ 
these  mischief-makers  put  you  and  me  togethoF 
by  the  ears?   [Many  voices :"  no,  no."J  Then' 
let  us  beat  James  Buchanan  for  the  IVcbi-} 
dency.     [**  We  will — we  will,"  and  great  tip-i 
plause.]     Ilo  is  the  representative  ol  slavcii^f 
agitation  ;    ho  is  the  representative  of  discoid  j 
between  sections;  he  is  the  man  whom  North-  ' 
ern  and  Soutliern  agitators  have  agreed  tt    ' 
present  as  their  ciindidate.    If  he  be  elected 
now,  and  the  difficuuies  in  Kansas  be  healed, 
at  the  end  of  four  years  they  will  spring  upon  '\ 
you  another  question  of  slavery  agitation.    It 
will  be  the  taking  of  Cuba  from  Spain,  or  cut- 
ting off  another  slice  from  Mexico  for  the  pur- 
pose of    embroiling  the   North   against  the 
South  ;  and  then,  if  1  shall  resist  tliat  agita- 
tion, 1  shall  be  called  an  Abolitionist,  again. 
*  *  *  *  ♦ 

My  countrymen,  God  forbid  that  I  should 
attempt  to  dictate  to  you  or  even  advise  you. 
I  am  not  competent  to  do  so.  I  know  that  divi- 
sions exist  among  you,  while  I  feel  also  confi- 
dent that  the  same  purpose  animates  all  your 
hearts.  Do  not  suppose  for  one  moment  that 
I  am  the  representative  of  any  clique  or  fac- 
tion. 

Unfortunately.  I  find  that  our  friends  here 
are  in  the  same  condition  in  which  the  Jew? 
were,  when  besieged  by  the  Roman  genoT;il, 
Titus.  Whilst  the  battering-rams  of  the  Ro- 
mans were  beating  down  their  walls,  and  the 
firebrand  of  the  heathen  was  consuming  tlieir 
temple,  the  historian  tells  us  that  that  jrroat 
peoplo  wore  engaged  in  intestine  commotions, 
some  advocating  the  claims  of  one»  and  some 
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of  anothe/,  to  tlie  EieK-priMthood  of  that  na- 
tion;  and  instead  of  the  Romans  devouring 
tiiem,  they  devoured  each  other.  God  forbid 
Uiat  my  brother  Americans  should  devour 
each  other,  at  a  time  when  evorj  heart  and 
every  hand  should  be  enlisted  in  the  same 
cause,  of  overthrowing  the  common  enemy  of 
118  all.     [Long  continued  applause.] 

Who  is  that  common  enemy  T  [Voices,  "The 
Democratic  party."]  Yes,  tnat  party  have  re- 
viled us,  abusea  us,  persecuted  us,  and  all 
only  because  we  are  determined  to  adhere  to 
the  Constitution  of  our  country..  Give  Bu- 
chanan a  lease  of  power  for  four  years,  and 
we  must  toil  through  penecution,  submit  to 
degradation,  or  cause  the  streets  of  our  cities 
to  run  blood.  But  we  will  submit  to  degra- 
dation, provided  we  can  see  the  end  of  our 
troubles.  We  are  willing  to  go  through  a  pil- 
grimage, not  only  of  four  years,  but  of  ten,  or 
twenty,  or  forty  years,  provided  we  can  have 
an  aAsurance  tliut  at  last  we  shall  reach  the 
top  of  Pisgah,  and  see  the  promised  land 
which  our  children  are  to  inherit  God  has 
not  given  to  us  poor  frail  mortals  the  power, 
at  all  times,  of  controlling  events.  When  we 
cannot  control  events,  should  we  not,  where 
no  sacrifice  of  honor  is  involved,  pursue  the 
policy  of  Lysander,  and  where  the  lion's  skin 
la  too  short,  eke  it  out  with  the  fox's  [applause] 
— not  where  principle  is  involved — not  where 
a  surrender  of  our  devotion  to  our  country  is 
at  stake.     No  ;  never,  never ! 

I  know  nothing  of  your  straight-out  ticket ; 
I  know  nothing  of  your  Union  ticket ;  I  know 
nothing  of  Fremont.  I  do  know  something 
of  Fillmore;  [great  applause]  but  I  would 
not  give  my  Americanism,  and  the  hopes 
which  I  cherish  of  seeing  Americanism  in- 
stalled as  the  policy  of  this  nation,  for  all  the 
Fillmores,  or  Fremonts,  or  Buchanans,  that 
ever  lived  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

St.  Paul  says,  "  if  it  oficnds  my  brother,  I 
will  eat  no  meat ;"  and  if  it  offends  my  bro- 
thers here,  1  will  not  open  my  mouth.  No- 
body can  suspect  me.  [Voices :  "  certainly 
not."]  Then  I  say,  can*t  you  combine  the 
vote  of  this  state,  and  beat  Buchanan  ?  [This 
question  was  responded  to  in  the  affirmative, 
with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Repeated  cheers 
were  pnjposed  for  the  straight  ticket,  but  the 
responding  voices  were  by  no  means  numer- 
ous, and  were  nnn<;led  with  hisses.  Such  was 
the  universal  excitement,  that  for  some  min- 
utes the  speaker  was  obliged  to  pause.  IIo 
finally  raise<l  his  voice  above  the  subsiding 
btorm,  and  said  : — ] 

Come,  my  friends,  we  are  all  brothers  ;  we 
are  all  seeking  the  same  end.  Our  object  is 
the  same.  We  are  all  struggling  to  reach  the 
same  haven  of  safety.  The  only  difference  of 
opinion  is  as  to  the  proper  means  by  which  to 
accomplish  our  common  end.  Will  not  Ame- 
ricans learn  prudence  from  the  past  ?  Mis- 
fbrtune  should  have  taught  us  charity  for 
each  other.  We  have  passed  through  the 
*  cifdeal  of  persecution  together ;  we  have  been 
'  talgected  to  the  some  dimcoltiMy  and  the  tame 


oppreasioii ;  we  have  been  baptised  (I  ma^ 
8ay|  in  the  same  stream  of  calumny.  Then, 
in  tne  name  of  God — ^in  the  name  of  our  com- 
mon country — ^in  the  name  of  Americanism— 
in  the  name  of  American  nationality — ^in  the 
name  of  religious  freedom — in  the  name  of 
the  Union,  I  beseech  you  learn  charity  for  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  prevails  among 
you.  [Applause.]  Let  brethren  forbear  with 
brethren.  Let  us  recollect  that  it  is  not  by 
vituperation,  by  the  censure  of  our  brethren, 
that  we  can  ever  accomplish  this  great  end  of 
conquering  a  common  enemy.  My  friends, 
how  long  are  we  to  suffer  T  uow  long  will  it 
be  before  we  shall  learn  that  it  is  omy  by  a 
union  of  counsels,  a  concentration  of  energy, 
a  combination  of  purpose,  that  we  can  destroy 
the  common  enemy  ot  every  conservative  man« 
[Great  applause.] 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  advise  you,  for  I  am 
not  competent  to  do  it.  You  have  information 
which  I  do  not  possess.  You  know  all  the 
under-currents  of  opinion  which  prevail  here 
in  your  community,  with  wliich  I  am  unac- 
quainted ;  but  will  yru  allow  an  humble  man  to 
express  his  opinion  to  brethren  whom  he  loves? 
May  I  do  it  ?  I  am  a  Fillmore  man — nothing 
but  a  Fillmore  man,  and  if  I  resided  here  I 
would  vote  no  ticket  which  had  not  the  name 
of  Millard  Fillmore  at  its  head,  and  I  would 
advise  no  Fillmore  man  to  vote  a  ticket  with 
Fremont's  name  on  it ;  but  I  would  vote  for 
that  ticket  which  would  make  my  voice  tell  at 
the  polls. 

Now  let  us  look  at  this  thing  practically. 
In  reading  history  I  have  always  admired  the 
character  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  What  was  the 
great  motive  by  which  he  was  actuated  in 
overthrowing  the  house  of  Stuart  7  It  was 
unfailing  devotion  to  principle.  His  motto 
was,  "  Put  your  trust  in  God,  and  keep  your 
powder  dry."  I  admire  the  devotion  to  principle 
m  every  man  who  says  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  vote  any  but  the  straight  ticket,  for  it  shows 
that  Americanism  has  such  a  lodgment  in  hia 
heart,  that  he  cannot  bear  even  seemingly  to 
compromise  it.  That  is  '*  putting  your  trust 
in  God  ;"  but,  niv  friends,  is  it  "  keeping  your 
powder  dry  ?"  the  enemy  may  steal  into  the 
camp  while  you  arc  asleep,  and  may  pour 
water  upon  your  cartridges,  so  that  when  the 
day  of  battle  shall  come,  you  may  shoot,  but 
you  will  kill  nobody.  I  want  the  vote  of  every 
American,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  tell.  Would 
to  God  that  you  could  give  the  twenty-seven 
electoral  votes  of  Pennsylvania  to  Fillmore. 
Then  vote  the  straight  ticket,  if  that  will  give 
him  the  twenty-seven  votes.  But  suppose  it 
will  not  (and  I  am  afraid  it  will  not),  then 
the  question  is,  had  you  better  give  Buchanan 
the  twenty-seven  votes,  or  give  Fillmore  eight, 
ten,  twelve,  or  twenty,  as  the  case  may  be.  I 
go  for  beating  Buchanan. 

Gentlemen,  you  do  not  know  what  we  Ameri- 
cans suffer  at  the  South.  I  am  abused  and 
reviled  for  standing  up  in  defence  of  you. 
When  I  hear  the  whole  North  denounced  as  a 
set  of  AbditioniatB,  whoee  porpoee  it  is.to  in 
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terfere  with  the  peculiar  institulionB  of  the 
South,  I  brand  mien  charges  as  slfuiders  on  the 
Northern  people.  I  tell  them  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  Northern  people  are  sound  on  this 

?uestion ;  that  they  are  opposed  to  slavery,  as 
should  be  if  I  were  a  Northern  man  ;  but 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  Northern  people  have  any  idea  of  interfer- 
ing witli  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people 
of  the  South.  I  know  that  such  men  as 
Oairison  and  Forney  have.  I  know  tliat  Gar- 
rison believes  the  Constitution  to  be  a  "  league 
with  hell/'  and  would  therefore  destroy  it  if 
he  could ;  and  I  know  that  Forney  loves  office 
so  well,  that  even  at  the  risk  of  snapping  the 
Union,  he  vnll  keep  alive  slavery  ^tation. 
But  Garrison  does  not  represent  New  England, 
and  Forney  does  not  represent  you. 

As  much  as  I  have  been  reviled  for  standing 
by  you,  I  am  so  anxious  to  have  •  Buchanan 
beaten,  that  wore  I  residing  here,  if  I  could 
not  give  Fillmore  the  whole  twenty-seven  votes, 
I  would  give  him  all  I  could,  by  giving  him 
the  number  to  which  he  might  be  entitled  by 
the  numerical  proportion  of  the  votes  at  the 
ballot-box.  Yet,  it  there  is  a  brother  Ameri- 
can here  who  feels  in  his  "  heart  of  hearts," 
that  by  voting  that  Union  ticket,  he  would 
compromise  his  Americanism,  I  say  to  such  an 
one,  **  do  not  vote  that  ticket."  At  the  same 
time,  candor  compels  me  to  saj,  that  J  differ 
in  opinion  with  him.  If  I  believed  that  that 
ticket  was  a  fusion,  or  that  it  called  upon  any 
Fillmore  man  to  vote  for  Fremont,  I  would 
advise  no  one  to  vote  it.  I  would  not  vote  a 
ticket  that  had  on  it  the  name  of  Fremont ; 
but  I  would  vote  a  ticket  with  Fillmore's  name 
upon  it,  and  which  would  give  him  (if  not 
tlie  twenty-seven  electoral  votes)  seven,  or  ton, 
or  twenty,  just  as  the  numerical  proportion  of 
the  votes  might  decide. 

I  appeal  to  every  conservative.  Union-loving 
man  in  this  nation,  who  is  disposed  to  give  to 
the  South  all  the  constitutional  privileges  to 
which  she  is  entitled,  and  who  wishes  to  re- 
buke the  Democratic  party  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise,  and  for  keeping  up 
the  eternal  agitation  of  slavery.  I  appeal  to 
you  as  a  southern  man — as  a  slavcholuer.  I 
do  not  ask  you  to  be  pro-slavery  men,  to  be 
the  advocates  of  slavery,  when  I  say  to  you 
that  we,  your  brethren  of  the  Suuth,  expect 
you  to  preserve  our  constitutional  rights — 
and,  God  knows,  we  ask  nothing  more — 
against  fanatics,  either  north  or  south.  Will 
you  do  it?     [Yes,  yes !"  and  applause.] 

My  friends,  the  election  is  fast  approaching. 
There  is  but  little  time  for  deliberation  left. 
Is  there  no  way  by  which  the  votes  of  the 
anti-Buchanan  party  can  be  concentrated  on 
the  same  ticket  r  I  would  shed  tears  of  blood 
—God  knows  I  would — if  I  could  be  instru- 
mental in  prevailing  on  all  true  Americans  to 
combine.  [Cheers.  J  I  cannot  tell  you  how  to 
combine;  but  is  it  yet  too  late?  If  it  is  too 
late  to  do  it  throughout  the  state,  cannot  you 
in  Philadelphia  do  it?  The  Presidential  eleo- 
tba  may  depend  upon  the  itata  of  Pennsyl- 


vania, and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  may  de- 
pend upon  the  citr  of  Philadlelphia.  On  the 
vote  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  may  depend 
not  only  our  own  rights,  but  the  rights  or  our 
children  and  our  children's  children.  I  aij^ 
peal  to  my  brother  Americans,  for  I  have  no 
right  to  appeal  to  anybody  else ;  I  cannot  ad« 
dress  the  Fremont  party,  for  I  have  no  affilia- 
tion with  them ;  1  cannot  address  the  Bu- 
chanan party,  for  my  object  is  to  destroy 
them  if  possible.  [Applause.]  To  my  Ame- 
rican brethren,  then,  1  appeal,  for  God  s  sake, 
do  not  let  the  sun  rise  upon  that  wrath,  which 
I  see  divides  you.  Your  object  is  the  same— 
to  rescue  your  eomfaion  country. 

Let  me  advise  you  who  know  nothing  of 
your  diirisions — ^wno  belong  neither  to  one 
clique  or  the  other.  I  say  with  the  deepest 
sincerity  that  I  think  allparties  oujght  to  haye 
concentrated  upon  the  Fillmore  ticket.  Mr, 
Fillmore  is  a  northern  man.  Your  southern 
brethren  were  willing  to  support  him.  He 
had  guided  the  ship  of  state  safely  through 
the  storm,  and  it  was  but  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  in  time  of  difficulty  he  would  again 
DO  found  the  same  good  pilot.  But  if  we  can- 
not get  all  others  to  unite  on  Mr.  Fillmore, 
each  of  us  must  inquire,  "  What  is  my  duty?" 
If  the  mountain  will  not  come  to  Mahomet, 
shall  not  Mahomet  eo  to  the  mountain ;  and 
if  he  will  not  go  to  the  mountain,  in  heaven's 
name,  shall  he  not  go  half  way  ?    [Applause.] 

I  am  fighting  for  the  victory  which  we  may 
obtain  in  this  contest.  And  what  an  issue  is 
now  pending !  We  read  in  the  Iliad  how,  for 
ten  long  years,  a  great  people  of  antiquity  were 
encaged  in  the  siege  oi  Troy.  What  was  the 
stake  for  which  they  contended?  It  was 
nothing  more  than  a  beautiful  woman,  who 
had  been  ravished  by  a  sprig  of  the  royal  line 
of  Troy.  What  is  the  stake  for  which  we  con- 
tend ?  It  is  constitutional  liberty — the  right 
of  the  American  people  to  covem  their  own 
country — the  right  of  every  citizen  to  worship 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 
The  great  issue  is,  whether  the  American  flap 
shall  still  wave  in  glory  when  we  shall  have; 
gone  to  our  graves,  or  whether  it  shall  be 
trailed  in  dishonor — ^whether  the  **  blacknep> 
of  darkness"  which  would  follow  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  Union,  shall  cover  the  land. 

I  do  not  tell  you  how  to  combine :  but  I 
urge  you  to  resort  to  that  mode  (if  there  in 
such  a  mode  possible),  by  which  you  can  get 
together — by  which  your  votes  can  be  made 
effectual  at  the  polls — bv  which  Millard  Fill- 
more can  go  beiore  the  llouse  of  Representa- 
tives with  the  stronf^  moral  power  which  a 
large  electoral  vote  will  give  him.  [Great  ap- 
plause.] 

That  is  the  way  in  which  we  must  view  the 
question,  as  practical  men.  Yet  so  different 
are  the  conditions  of  our  nature,  so  different 
the  sentiments  which  actuate  us,  that  I  will 
not  be  guilty  of  such  presumption,  as  to  tell 
any  man  what  particular  course  he  should 
tf^e.  You  know  my  opinions ;  if  they  are 
worUi  anything,  receive  them  into  your  hetrtt. 
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shiipl  J  M  the  sentimeiits  of  a  brother  Ameri- 
can  ;  if  they  are  worth  Dothing,  let  them  pass 
as  the  idle  wind. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say  that  whether 
we  be  defeated  or  whether  we  be  victorious, 
the  only  reward  I  ask  for  in  the  labor  in  which 
I  am  engaged  is,  that  you  may  recollect  me  as 
one  who  had  at  heart  only  the  welfare  of  his 
country,  and  who  endeavored  to  promote  it  by 
appealmg  to  the  associations  of  the  past,  and 
au  the  hopes  of  the  future. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Rayner  on  Religious  Toleration  in  the 
North  Carolina  Convention  in  1835: — 

"I  do  not  conceive  that  we  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  tenets  of  any  particular  creed. 
We  have  not  to  decide  between  the  merits  of 
oontendiuff  sects.  We  have  not  to  inquire 
whether  the  Pope  of  Rome  is  the  legal  custo- 
dian of  the  Kevs  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  or 
whether  (accordmg  to  the  opinion  of  some), 
he  is  the  many-headed  monster  mentioned  in 
the  Apocalypse. 

*'But  it  IS  said,  if  the  Catholic  is  excluded 
from  office,  that  will  not  deprive  him  of  the 
right  of  worshipping  Ood  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  Sir,  the  right 
cf  worshipping  Gk>d  free  from  all  personal 

Eains  and  penalties,  is  a  right  which  can  now 
e  enjoyea  in  any  country  in  Christendom. 
An  exclusion  from  the  honors,  the  profits,  and 
the  emoluments  of  the  state,  is  tne  highest 
persecution  which  public  opinion  will  tolerate 
in  any  Christian  country  in  this  enlightened 
age.  So  that  if  vou  sanction  the  principle 
reoognised  in  the  o2d  Article,  you  use  the  rod 
of  persecution  with  as  unsparing  a  hand  as  it 
is  used  in  Spain,  or  the  states  of  the  Church. 
And  if  you  exclude  one  sect,  why  not  another 
and  another,  and  finally  all,  except  one  ? 

''  Retain  that  Article,  and  I  assert  it,  the 
Catholic  and  Jew  will  be  placed  under  the 
ban  of  proscription,  no  matter  how  ^cat  may 
be  his  merit;  uthough  he  may  love  his  country 
with  a  patriotism  as  pure  as  the  first  love  of 
woman ;  although  he  may  pour  out  his  blood 
like  water  in  her  defence;  vet,  for  daring  to 
*  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience,'  you  cut  him  off  from  all  hope 
of  political  preferment  and  from  all  stimulus 
to  ambition.  Like  the  Israelites  in  EG;^pt,  he 
will  be  oppressed  by  the  land  in  which  ho 
lives,  the  soil  on  wnich  he  treads,  and  like 
them,  he  will  have  left  no  other  resource  but 
to  turn  back  upon  the  graves  of  his  fathers, 
and  take  up  his  march  to  a  more  tolerant  clime. 
Sir,  the  exclusion  from  office  for  opinion's  sake, 
in  this  enlightened  age,  proceeds  from  the 
same  spirit  of  bigotry  and  superstition  which 
has  preyed  upon  mankind  from  the  building 
of  Babel  to  the  present  time.'' 

Mr.  Rayner  concludes  thus : — 

**  Sir,  is  this  convention  ready  to  incorpo- 
rate into  our  fundamental  law  the  doctrine, 
].Uiai  *  honesty,  capability,  and  faithfulness  to 
fitd  OoD^itution,'  ia  not  a  safficient  qualifica- 


tion for  office,  bat  that  he  who  obtaina  it  nrafi 
abjure  a  certain  particular  faitii  f  Sir,  who 
constituted  us  judges  of  the  hearts  and  con* 
sciences  of  men?  What  rieht  have  we  Uk 
impu^  the  motives  of  our  feflow  men  ?  It  i» 
assertmg  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  Deitr 
himself,  for  it  is  the  Lord  alone  that  pondoretn 
the  heart.  Sir,  you  may  carry  on  this  system 
of  persecution,  but  there  is  one  point  beyond 
which  you  cannot  go.  You  may  subject  the 
body  to  privation  and  torture,  but  you  can- 
not fetter  the  mind — ^fetters  cannot  bind  it-  • 
tyrants  cannot  enchain  it— dungeons  cannot 
confine  it — it  will  rise  superior  to  the  nowen 
of  fate,  and  aspire  to  Him  who  gave  it'' 

Religions  Freedom. 

Virginia  Act  of,  pinned  bt  JirriRSON. 

No  man  shall  be  compelled  to  frequent  oi 
support  any  religious  worship,  place,  or  nmi' 
istry  whatsoever ;  nor  shall  any  man  be  en- 
forced, restrained,  molested,  or  burthened  in 
his  body  or  goods,  or  otherwise  suffer,  on 
account  of  his  religious  opinions  or  belief;  but 
all  men  shall  be  free  to  profess,  and  by  argu- 
ment to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  of 
religion,  and  the  same  shall  in  nowise  affect, 
diminish,  or  enlarge  their  civil  capacitiee. 
And  the  General  Assembly  shall  not  prescribe 
any  religious  test  whatever;  or  confer  any 
peculiar  privileges  or  advantages  on  any  sect 
or  denomination ;  or  pass  any  law  requiring 
or  authorizing  any  religious  society,  or  the 
people  of  any  district  within  this  common- 
weiuth,  to  levy  on  themselves  or  others  any 
tax  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  any  house  for 
public  worship,  or  for  the  support  of  any 
church  or  ministry ;  but  it  shall  be  left  firee  to 
every  person  to  select  his  religious  instructor, 
and  to  make  for  his  support  such  private  con- 
tract as  he  shall  please. 


Religions  Test. 

Debate  in  the  Convention  on  that  astigu 
IN  THE  Constitution  in  regard  to. 

Mr.  Pinknev  moved  that  no  religious  test 
shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any 
office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sherman  thought  it  unnecessary,  the 
prevailing  liberality  being  a  sufficient  security 
against  all  such  tests. 

Rev.  Mr.  Backus  of  Mass.  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  a  few  thoughts  upon  the  Constitution 
proposed  to  us;  and  I  shall  beein  with  the 
exclusion  of  any  religious  test.  Many  appear 
to  be  much  concerned  about  it ;  but  nothing 
is  more  evident,  both  in  reason  and  the  Uvly 
Scriptures,  than  that  religion  is  ever  a  matter 
between  Qod  and  individuals;  and,  that,  there- 
fore, no  man  or  set  of  men  can  impose  any 
religious  test  without  invading  the  essential 
prerogatives  of  our  Lord  Jeeus  Christ.  Min- 
isters first  assumed  this  power  nnder  the 
Christian  name,  and  then  Constantino  ap- 
proved of  the  practice  when  he  adopted  the 
profession  of  Chriatianity  a*  an  en|^  of  fttttt 
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fV^IioT.  And  let  tlie  history  of  all  nations  be 
Bearooed,  from  that  dajr  to  this,  and  it  will 
appear  that  the  imposing  of  religioas  tests 
hath  been  the  greatest  engine  of  tyranny  in 
the  world. 

OursB  WoLcx>TT  of  Conn.  For  myself  I 
shoald  be  content  either  with  or  without  that 
olaose  in  the  Constitution  which  ezoludes  test 
laws.  Knowledge  and  liberty  arc  so  prevoleut 
in  this  country,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  tbe 
United  States  would  ever  be  dis^Mscd  to  esta 
hliah  one  religious  sect  and  lay  all  others 
under  legal  disabilities.  But  as  we  know  not 
what  maj  take  place  hereafter,  and  any  such 
test  would  be  destructive  of  the  rights  of  free 
citixens,  I  cannot  think  it  superfluous  to  have 
added  a  clause  which  secures  us  from  the 
possibility  of  such  oppression. 

Mr.  Madison  of  Va.  I  confess  to  you,  sir, 
that  were  uniformity  of  relision  to  be  intro- 
duced b^  this  system,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  ineligible ;  but  I  have  no  reason  to  conclude 
that  uniformity  of  ^vemment  will  produce 
that  of  religion.  This  subject  is,  for  the  honor 
of  America,  loft  perfectly  free  and  unshackled. 
The  government  has  no  jurisdiction  over  it — 
tbe  least  reflection  will  convince  us  there  is  no 
danger  on  this  ground.  Happily  for  the  states, 
tbe^  enjoy  the  utmost  freedom  of  religion. 
This  freedom  arises  from  that  multiplicity  of 
sects  which  pervades  America,  and  which  is 
the  best  and  only  security  for  religious  liberty 
in  any  society.  For,  where  there  is  such  a 
variety  of  sects,  there  cannot  be  a  minority  of 
any  one  sect  to  oppress  and  persecute  the  rest. 
'  Mr.  Iredell  of  N.  C.  usou  this  comprehen- 
sive and  elegant  lanpiage :  "  Every  person  in 
the  least  conversant  m  the  history  uf  mankind, ; 
knows  what  dreadful  mischiefs  have  hocii ' 
committed  by  religious  persecution.  Un<li»r  | 
the  color  of  religious  tests,  the  utmost  cruollios 
have  been  exorcised.  Those  in  ]X)wer  have 
generally  considered  all  wisdom  centred  in 
Siemselves,  that  they  alone  had  the  ri«;ht  to 
dictate  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  tlint  nil 
opposition  to  their  tenets  was  profane  and 
impious.  The  consequence  of  this  intolerant 
spirit  has  been  that  each  church  has  in  turn 
set  itself  up  against  every  other,  and  persecu- 
tions and  wars  of  the  most  imnlacaole  and 
bl(K>dy  nature  have  taken  place  m  every  part 
of  the  world.  America  has  set  an  example  to 
mankind  to  think  more  rationally — that  a 
man  may  be  of  religious  sentiment's  differing 
from  our  own.  without  being  a  bad  member 
of  sc  -jietv.  The  principles  of  toleration,  to  the 
honcr  of  this  age,  are  doing  away  those  errors 
and  prejudices  which  have  so  long  prevailed 
even  in  the  most  intolerant  countries.  In 
Roman  Catholic  lands,  principles  of  modera- 
tion are  adopted,  which  would  have  been 
tpumed  a  century  or  two  ago.  It  will  be  fatal, 
indeed,  to  find,  at  the  time  when  examples 
of  toleration  are  set  even  by  arbitrary-  govern- 
ments, that  this  country,  so  impressed  with 
the  highest  sense  of  liberty,  should  adopt 
principles  on  this  subject  that  were  narrow, 
Mspotipy  and  illiberal." 


RepvblieaB  Platfbfin* 

Adoftkd  at  PniLADELrniA,  June  18,  1856. 

This  Convention  of  Delegates  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  a  call  addressed  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  without  regard  to  past 
political  difierences  or  divisions,  who  are  op- 
posed to:  The  repeal  of  the  Missonri  Com* 
promise ;  to  the  policy  of  the  present  admin* 
istration :  To  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
free  territory;  In  favor  of  the  admission 
of  Kansas  as  a  free  state;  Of  restoring 
the  action  of  the  federal  government  to  the 
principles  of  Washington  and  Jefferson ;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  candidates  for 
the  offices  ot  President  and  Vice  President — 
do  resolve : — 

Resolved,  That  the  maintenance  of  the  prin- 
ciples promulgated  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde* 
pendcnce,  and  embodied  in  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, are  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
our  republican  interests,  and  that  the  rights 
of  the  states  must  and  shall  )>e  preserved. 

Resolved,  That,  with  our  repuulican  fathers* 
we  hold  it  to  be  a  self-evident  truth  that  all 
men  are  endowe^l  with  the  inalienable  right 
of  lil>erty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and 
that  the  primary  object  and  ulterior  design 
of  our  fcHleral  government  were  to  secure 
[grant]  these  rights  to  all  persons  under 
Its  exclusive  jurisdiction ;  that,  as  our  repub- 
lican fathers,  when  they  had  abolished  slavery 
in  all  our  national  territory,  ordained  that 
no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  maintain  this  provision  of 
their  Constitution,  against  uU  attempts  to  vio- 
late it  for  tlio  purp)se  of  establishing  slavery 
in  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  by  jx>si- 
tive  legislati<m  prohibiting  its  existence  or 
extensi(m  therein. 

Thai  we  deny  the  aulhoriiy  of  Conffreas,  of 
a  territorial  leyiittnturey  of  any  individual,  or 
asM)ciation  of  indiriduafs,  to  give  leyal  exist- 
ence to  slavery  in  any  territory  of  the  United 
States,  tthile  the  present  Constitution  shall  be 
maintained. 

Resolved,  Tlmt  the  Constitution  confers 
upi)n  Congress  sorereiyn  power  over  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  for  their  gi>- 
vernment,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  prohibit  in  the  territories  those 
twin  relics  ot  barbarism — ^polygamy  and  sla- 
very. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  ordained  and  established 
by  the  i)ei)ple,  in  onler  to  form  a  more  perfect 
Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  contains 
ample  provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  every  citiien,  the 
dearest  constitutional  rights  of  the  pcjonle  of 
Kansas  have  been  fraudulently  and  violently 
taken  from  them — their  territory  has  been 
invaded  by  an  armed  force — spurious  and 
pretended  legislative,  judicial  and  exocntive 
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officers  hsve  been  set  over  them,  by  whose 
Qsorped  authority,  sustained  by  the  mititary 
power  of  the  go?emment»  tyrannical  and  un- 
constitutional laws  have  been  enacted  and 
enforced — the  riehts  of  the  people  to  keep  and 
bear  arms  have  been  infringed — ^test  oaths  of 
an  extraordinary  and  entangling  nature  have 
been  imposed  as  a  condition  of  exercising  the 
ri^ht  of  suffrage  and  holding  office — the  right 
or  an  accused  person  lo  a  speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury  has  been  denied — 


liberty  of  oonsoience  and  equality  of  ririits 
among  citizens,  we  oppose  ul  legislation  im- 
pairing their  security. 

RepnbUcan  Assoeiation  of  Washington. 

Address  of  thi — to  the  RsrusLiCAifs  of 
TBI  United  States. 


Washington,  Nov.  27, 1856. 
The  Presidential  contest  is  over,  and  at 
I  last  we  have  some  materials  to  enable  U8  to 
the  right  of  the  peopfe  to  be  secure  in  their  I  form  a  judgment  of  the  results, 
persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against!  Seldom  have  two  parties  emerged  from  n 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures  has  been  I  conflict  with  less  of  joy  in  the  victors,  more  of 
violated — they  have  been  deprived  of  life,  I  hope  in  the   van(]uished.    The   pro-slavery 


liberty,  and  property,  without  due  process  of 
law — that  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
pr^s  has  been  abridged — ^the  right  to  choose 
their  representatives  has  been  made  of  no 
effect — murders,  robberies,  and  arsons  have 
been  instigated  and  encouraged,  and  the  of- 
fenders have  been  allowed  to  go  unpunished — 
that  all  these  things  have  been  done  with  the 
knowledge,  sanction,  and  procurement  of  the 
present  aidministration,  and  that  for  this  high 
crime  against  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  and 
humanity,  we  arraign  the  administration,  the 
President,  his  advisers,  agents,  supporters, 
anologists,  and  accessories,  either  before  or 
auer  the  facts,  before  the  country,  and  before 
the  world  ;  and  that  it  is  our  fixed  purpose  to 
bring  the  actnal  perpetrators  of  these  atrocious 
outrages  and  their  accomplices  to  a  sure  and 
condign  punishment  hereafter. 


party  has  elected  its  Presidential  candidate, 
only,  however,  by  the  votes  of  a  minority,  and 
that  of  such  a  character  as  to  stamp  the  vio* 
tory  as  the  offspring  of  sectionalism  and  tern* 
porary  causes.  The  Republicans,  whererer 
able  to  present  clearly  to  the  public  the  real 
issue  or  the  canvass — slavery  restriction  or 
slavery  extension — have  carried  the  peoplo 
with  them  by  unprecedented  maiorities;  al- 
most breaking  up  m  some  states  the  organizn- 
tion  of  their  adversaries.  A  sudden  gather- 
ing together  of  the  people,  alarmed  at  Uie 
inroads  of  the  slave  power,  rather  than  a  well 
organized  party,  with  but  a  few  months  to 
attend  to  the  complicated  details  of  party  war- 
fare ;  obstructed  oy  a  secret  Order,  which  had 
E re-occupied  the  field,  and  obtained  a  strong 
old  of  the  national  and  religious  prejudices 
of  the  masses ;  opposed  to  an  old  party,  corn- 


Resolved,  That  Kansas  should  be  immedi- 1  mencing  the  canvass  with  the  united  support 


ately  admitted  as  a  state  of  the  Union,  wit^ 
her  present  free  constitution,  as  at  once  the 
most  effectual  way  of  securing  to  her  citizens 
the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  to 
which  they  are  entitled,  and  of  ending  the 
civil  strife  now  raging  in  her  territory. 

Resolved,  That  the  highwayman's  plea,  that 
*' might  makes  right,"  embodied  in  the  Ostend 
circular,  was  in  every  respect  unworthy  of 
American  diplomacy,  and  would  bring  shame 
and  dishonor  upon  any  government  or  people 
that  gave  it  their  sanction. 

Resolved,  That  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  by  the  most  central  and  practical  route, 
is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  interests  of 
the  wnole  country,  and  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment ought  to  render  immediate  and  efficient 
aid  in  its  construction  ;  and  as  an  auxiliary 
thereto,  the  immediate  construction  of  an  emi- 
grant route  on  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

Resolved,  That  appropriations  by  Congress 
for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  of 
m  national  character,  required  for  the  accom- 
modation and  security  of  our  existing  com- 
merce, are  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and 
justified  by  the  obligation  of  government  to 
protect  the  lives  and  properties  of  its  citizens. 
Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  affiliation  and 
eo-operation  of  the  men  of  all  parties,  however 
different  from  us  in  other  respects,  in  support 
of  the  principles  herein  declared  ;  and  beuev- 
•ing  that  the  spirit  of  our  institutions^  as  well 


m  the  Ck>nAtitution  of  oar  ooontry,  goarantlef  I  test  t 


of  a  powerful  section,  hardened  by  long  party 
drill,  accustomed  to  victory,  wielding  the 
whole  power  of  the  federal  administration — a 
party  which  only  four  years  ago  carried  all 
out  four  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of  the 
popular  vote — still,  under  all  these  adverse 
circumstances,  they  have  triumphed  in  eleven, 
if  not  twelve  of  the  free  states,  pre-eminent 
for  enterprise  and  general  intelligence,  and 
containing  one-half  of  the  whole  population 
of  the  country;  given  to  their  Presidential 
candidate  nearly  three  times  as  many  electo- 
ral votes  as  were  cast  by  the  Whig  party  in 
1852 ;  and  this  day  control  the  governments 
of  fourteen  of  the  most  powerful  states  of  the 
Union. 

Well  may  our  adversaries  tremble  in  tiie 
hour  of  their  victory.  '*  The  Democratic  and 
Black  Republican  parties,"  they  say,  "are 
nearly  balanced  in  regard  to  power.  The 
former  was  victorious  in  the  recent  struggle, 
but  success  was  hardly  won,  with  the  aid^of 
important  accidental  advantages.  The  latter 
has  abated  nothing  of  its  zeal,  and  has  suffer- 
ed no  pause  in  its  preparations  for  another 
battle.'^ 

With  such  numerical  force,  such  zeal,  Intel* 
ligence,  and  harmony  in  counsel;  with  eo 
many  great  states,  and  more  than  a  millioa 
voters  rallied  to  their  standard  by  the  eilbrli 
of  a  few  months,  why  may  not  the  Republicana 
confidently  expeot  a  victory  in  the  ciext 
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The  neoeirity  fat'ihfaT  ornmsatkm  itall 
azists  in  all  it!  foioe.  Mr.  ^uohanan  has 
always  proTed  tme  to  the  demandB  of  his 
party.  He  fully  accepted  the  Cinoiimati  plat- 
lorm,  and  pledged  himself  to  its  policy-^-a 
policy  of  fihbustering  abroad,  propagandism 
at  home.  Prominent  and  controlhne  amone 
his  supporters  are  men  committed,  oy  word 
and  deed,  to  that  policy ;  and  what  is  there 
in  his  character,  his  antecedents,  the  nature 
of  his  northern  support,  to  authorize  the  ex- 
pectatbn  that  he  will  disregard  their  will? 
Nothing  will  be  so  likely  to  restrain  him  and 
counteract  their  extreme  measures,  as  a  yigor- 
ous  and  growioe  Republican  orgauization,  as 
nothing  would  be  more  necessary  to  save  the 
cause  of  freedom  and  the  Union,  should  he, 
as  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  continue 
the  proHsIavery  policy  of  the  present  incum- 
bent. Let  us  beware  of  folding  our  arms,  and 
waiting  to  see  what  he  will  du.  We  know  the 
ambition,  the  necessities,  the  schem«i8  of  the 
slave  power.  Its  policy  of  extension  and  ag- 
grandizement and  universal  empire,  is  the  law 
of  its  being,  not  an  accident — is  settled,  not 
fluctuating.  Covert  or  open,  moderate  or  ex- 
treme, according  to  circumstances,  it  never 
changes  in  spirit  or  aim.  With  Mr.  Buchanan, 
the  elect  of  a  party  controlled  by  this  policy, 
administering  the  government,  the  safety  of 
the  country  and  of  free  institutions  must  rest 
in  the  organization  of  t!ie  Kennblicau  party. 

What,  then,  is  the  duty  betore  us  ?  Organ- 
ization, vigilance,  action ;  action  on  the  ros- 
trum, through  the  press,  at  the  ballot-box ;  in 
state,  county,  citv,  and  town  elections ;  every- 
where, at  all  times ;  in  every  election,  making 
Republicanism,  or  loyalty  to  the  policy  and 

Srinciplcs  it  advocaten,  the  sole  political  test, 
rojpriniary  or  municipal  election  should  be 
suffered  to  go  by  default.  The  party  that 
would  succeed  nationally  muflt  triumph  in 
states — triumph  in  the  state  elections,  must 
be  prepared  by  municipal  success. 

IVext  to  the  remaining  power  in  the  states 
already  under  their  control,  let  the  Republi- 
cans devote  tlicmsclves  to  the  work  of  disHcmi- 
nating  their  principles,  and  initiating  the  true 
course  of  p<jritical  action  in  tlie  states  which 
have  decided  the  election  against  them.  This 
time  we  have  failed,  for  reasons  nearly  all  of 
which  may  be  removed  by  proper  effljrt. 
Many  thousand  honest,  but  not  well-informed 
voters,  who  supjwrted  Mr.  Buchanan  under 
the  delusive  impression  that  he  would  favor 
the  cause  of  free  Kansas  will  soon  learn  their 
mistake,  and  be  anxious  to  correct  it.  The 
timid  policy  of  the  Republicans  in  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  and  Indiana,  in  postponing 
their  independent  action,  and  temporizing 
with  a  party  ^t  up  for  purposes  not  liarmon- 
izing  with  their  own,  and  tne  conduct  of  Mr. 
Fillmore's  friends  in  either  voting  for  Mr. 
Buchanan,  or  dividing  the  opposition  by  a 
separate  ticket,  can  hardly  be  repeated  again. 
The  true  course  of  the  Republicans  is  to  or- 
ganize promptly,  boldly,  and  honestly  upon 
their  own  pnncioles.  so  clearly  set  forth  in 


the  Philadelplua  platlbnn,  and,  aTolding 
litions  with  other  parties,  appeal  direct^  to 
the  massee  of  all  parties  to  ignore  all  organi* 
zations  and  issues  which  would  divert  the 
public  mind  from  the  one  danger  that  non 
threatens  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  oouu- 
try,  and  the  stability  of  the  Union — slavery 
propagandism  allied  with  disunionism. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  it  is  not  the  want  of 
generous  sentiment,  but  of  sufficient  informa* 
tion,  that  prevents  the  American  people  firom 
being  united  in  action  agiunst  the  aggresriye 
policy  of  the  slave  power.  Were  these  simple 
questions  submitted  to-day  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States : — Are  you  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  ?  Are  you  in  favor  of  such 
extension  by  the  aid  or  connivance  of  the  fed- 
eral government?  And  could  they  be  per- 
mitted to  record  their  votes  in  response,  with- 
out embarrassment,  without  constraint  of  any 
kind,  ninetecn-twentieths  of  the  people  of  the 
free  states,  and  perhaps  more  than  half  of  the 
pco[)le  of  the  slave  states,  would  return  a  de- 
cided negative  to  both. 

Let  us  have  faith  in  the  people.  Let  ne 
believe,  that  at  heart  they  are  nostile  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  desirous  that  the  territories 
of  the  Union  be  consecrated  to  free  labor  and 
free  institutions ;  and  that  they  require  only 
enlightenment  as  to  the  most  enectual  means 
of  securing  this  end,  to  convert  their  cherished 
sentiment  into  a  fixed  principle  of  action. 

The  times  are  pregnant  with  warning. 
That  a  disunion  party  exists  in  the  South,  no 
longer  admits  of  a  doubt.  It  accepts  the  eleo- 
tjon  of  Mr.  Buchanan  as  affording  time  and 
means  to  consolidate  its  strength  and  mature 
its  plans,  which  comprehend  not  only  the  en- 
Blavement  of  Kansas,  and  the  recognition  of 
Klavory  in  nil  territory  of  the  United  States, 
but  the  conversion  of  the  lower  half  of  Cali- 
fornia into  a  slave  state,  the  organization  of  a 
new  plaverv  territory  in  the  (ladsden  purchase, 
the  future  unnexation  of  Nicaragua  and  sub- 
ju<rution  of  Central  America,  and  the  acquisi- 
tiitn  of  Cuba;  and,  as  the  free  states  are  not 
expected  to  submit  to  all  this,  ultimate  dis- 
memberment of  the  Union,  and  the  formation 
of  a  groat  slavcholding  confederacy,  with 
foreign  alliances  with  Brazil  and  Russia.  It 
may  assume  at  first  a  moderate  tone,  to  pre- 
vent the  sudden  alienation  of  its  Northern 
allies ;  it  may  delay  the  development  of  its 
plot,  OS  it  did  under  the  Pierce  administration; 
but  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
came  at  lost,  and  so  will  come  upon  the  coun- 
try inevitably  the  final  acts  of  the  dark  con- 
spiracy. When  that  hour  shall  come,  then  will 
the  honest  Democrats  of  the  free  states  be 
driven  into  our  ranks,  and  the  men  of  the  slave 
states  who  prefer  the  republic  of  Washington, 
AdamH  and  Jefl'erson — ^a  republic  of  law,  order 
and  liberty — to  an  oligarchy  of  slaveholders 
and  slaverv  propagandists,  governed  by  Wise, 
Atchis(m,  ^ul6  and  Walker,  founded  in  fraud 
and  violence,  and  seeking  a^^grandizement  by 
the  spoliation  of  nations,  will  bid  Qod  speed 
to  the  labors  of  the  Republican  party  to  pre- 
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Mr?e  liberty  and  the  Union,  one  and  insepei^ 
able,  perpetual  and  all  powerful. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  27,  1856. 

WehardioBy  Wnu  A. 

Answir  of  to  certain  Intirrogatortks  in 
Honsi  or  Represintatiyks,  January  12, 
1856. 

Mr.  Bingham.  Before  the  gentleman  from 
niinois  [Mr.  Richardson],  or  any  other  of  the 
candidates  for  sneaker,  shall  proceed  to  answer 
the  interrogatories  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Zollicoffer],  I  desire  to  put  some 
questions  to  the  honorable  eentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson],  anoto  which  I  hope 
to  receive  explicit  answers  from  that  gentle- 
man, as  also  from  the  other  candidates  now 
before  the  Uouse.  In  presenting  these  inter- 
rogatories, I  desire  to  raise  no  captious  objec- 
tions to  the  sentiments  of  the  honorable 
eentleman  from  Illinois,  but  to  ascertain  dis- 
tinctly and  clearly  what  sense  that  gentleman 
attaches  to  the  terms  used  in  his  platform,  to 
wit:  "the  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act?"  also,  the  sense  he  attaches  to  those 
other  words,  "squatter  sovereignty,"  upon 
which  the  chanees  have  been  rung  for  the 
last  two  years  mm  one  end  of  the  land  to 
the  other ;  and  especially  the  effect  he  eives 
to  the  term  **  nationality,"  which  has  been 
used  so  often,  and  with  such  emphasis,  in  this 
hall,  by  that  gentleman  and  his  party?  I, 
too,  have  some  reverence  for  nationality,  but 
it  is  the  nationality  which  springs  from  that 
unity  of  government  which  constitutes  us  one 
people ;  and  that  I  may  know  precisely  ih6 
nonorable  gentleman's  views  of  nationahty,  I 
beg  leave  to  present  to  him  the  following 
interrogatories : — 

I.  Do  YOU  hold  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  extends  to,  and  is  of  full  force 
^thin,  the  several  territories  thereof? 

II.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  any  of 
siud  territories  have  the  right  to  make  any 
law  within  said  territories,  whorebv  any  per- 
son therein  shall  be  deprived  of  "life  or 
liberty,"  except  as  punishment  for  crime  on 
due  conviction  ? 

III.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  the 
territory  of  Kansas  have  the  right,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  prohibit  slavery  within  said 
territory  at  all  times,  both  before  and  after 

.  their  organization  into  a  state  ? 

lY.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  said 
territory,  under  the  Constitution,  have  the 
power  and  the  right  to  le^lize  slavery  within 
said  territory  by  legislative  enactment;  and 
the  further  power  and  right  thereby  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  slavery  therein,  by  making 
.t  a  penal  offence  for  any  person  within  saicl 
territory  to  speak  or  write  against  such  sys- 
tem, or  to  aid  or  assist  'any  man  held  as  a 
slave  within  said  territory  to  escape  therefrom, 
wiUi  the  intent  to  secure  the  personal  liberty 
of  such  slave  ? 

y.  Do  you  hold  that,  under  the  Constitu- 
tatioD,  a  person  held  to  senrioe  ot  labor  within 


■aid  territory,  escaping  therefrom  into  any 
state  of  this  Union,  can  be  reclaimed  under 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  or  is  such  person  within 
the  extradition  clause  of  the  second  sectioo 
of  article  four  of  the  Constitution  ? 

YI.  Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  can  the  people  of  an^  of  its  territories 
rightfully  or  leeally  estabbsh  any  but  a  re* 
publican  form  of  government  therein  f  and  do 
you  hold  that  to  be  a  republican  government 
which  converts  the  majority  of  its  subjects  into 
chattels,  and  subjects  them  to  tiie  absolute 
despotism  of  the  minority? 

These,  sir,  are  the  questions  which  I  put  to 
the  honorable  ^ntleman,  and  to  each  of  whidi 
I  hope  to  receive  from  that  gentleman  direct 
answers.    I  will  not  further  detain  ^e  House. 

Mr.  Barksoale.  The  interrogatories,  Mr. 
Clerk,  which  I  propose  to  put  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks,]  I  mtend  for 
all  the  gentlemen  wno  are  candidates  for  ^e 
speakership ;  and,  in  order  that  the  Uouse  and 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  thev  are  propounded 
mav  understand  them,  I  will  now  read  ihem : 

Are  YOU  now  a  member  of  the  American  or 
Know  Nothing  party  ? 

Are  you  in  mvor  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  United  States  forte, 
dock-yards,  Ac  ? 

Do  you  believe  in  the  eq[ualitY  of  the  white 
and  black  races  in  the  United  States  ;  and  do 
you  wish  to  promote  that  equality  by  legisla* 
tion? 

Are  YOU  in  favor  of  the  entire  exclusion  of 
adopted  citizens  and  Roman  Catholics  from 
office? 

Do  you  favor  the  same  modification — and 
this  question  I  intend  particularly  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks,]— of 
the  tariff  now  which  you  did  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  ? 

Mr.  Bingham.  I  insist  that,  before  any 
more  interrogatories  are  put,  those  which  I 
have  propounded  be  answered. 

Mr.  Richardson.  I  have  received  a  copy 
of  the  inquiries  propounded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bmgham].  I  have  looked 
over  these  interrogatories,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  I  have  answered  them  substantially,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  and  fifth.  I  refer 
that  gentleman,  therefore,  to  the  remarks  sub- 
mitted by  me  this  morning,  for  my  answer  to 
his  questions,  with  the  exception  of  those  I 
have  indicated.     The  first  inquiry  is : — 

''Do  you  hold  that  the  GoiutitiitloQ  of  tb«  United  Stattt 
extends  to,  and  U  of  full  force  within  the  eeTvral  tenitcvlM 
thereof?" 

In  reply  to  this  interrogatory  I  have  to  say 
that  I  do  recognise  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  extending  over  the  territories, 
so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  their  condition. 
That  is  mv  answer  to  the  first. 

The  fifth  is  in  the  following  language : — 

**  Do  yoQ  bold  thsi  tinder  the  Oonptitution.  a  jwnion  hdd 
to  eerrice  or  labor  within  raid  territory,  eerapinfc  therefttMa 
into  any  i^tate  in  this  Union,  ran  be  reeUtaied  under  tbm 
fu^UTe  rlave  law ;  or  is  inch  perHm  within  the  extradittai 
elaoM  of  the  Moond  feetlan  of  the  Jburth  artleto  of  tkt 
Ooutttntloar 
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In  reply  to  this  I  have  to  say  ihat,  by  the 
ez[)re8s  terms  of  the  bill  orgaDixinc  the  terri- 
tories of  Kansttfl  and  Nebraska,  and  other  ter- 
ritories or^nizcd  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  that  law  goes  into 
operation  in  those  territories. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  tlie  other  interrogatories 

firupounde<l  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
Mr.  Barksdale],  I  have  to  say  that  I  belong 
to  no  Know  Nothing  or  American  organiza- 
tion. I  belong  to  no  secret  political  organi- 
lation. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  slaTery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  I  am  opposed  to 
interference  with  it  in  the  dock-yards,  or  any 
place  else,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

I  believe  that  the  Almighty  made  the  negro 
inferior  to  the  white  man.  I  do  not  believe 
you  can  place  them  upon  an  equality,  unless 
you  bring  down  the  white  man  to  his  level ; 
and  I  am  opposed  to  that. 

In  reply  to  the  facetious  inquiries  of  my 
friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Kennett],  I  have  to 
say  I  am  sometimes  afraid  that,  in  that  future 
stato  in  which  I  believe,  he,  myself,  and  some 
of  our  associates  here,  will  not  be  free. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Kennett.  I  am  very  glad,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] is  getting  a  little  anxious  about  his 
condition,  as  well  as  that  of  other  members 
of  the  House.  I  think  he  has  great  cause. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  KiciiARDSON.  I  am  very  anxious,  not 
only  in  reference  to  myself,  but  in  relation  to 
my  friend  from  Missouri.  But,  sir,  I  am  in- 
formed that  I  omitted  one  of  the  (Questions 
rmpoundcd  by  the  gentleman  from  Missifisip])! 
Mr.  Barksdaie],  in  relation  to  Catholics  tuid 
adopted  citizens. 

Sir.  I  do  not  know,  nor  care,  what  a  man's 
religious  opinions  may  be.  I  would  as  soon 
support  a  Catholic  for  office  as  a  man  profess- 
ing any  other  religion,  provided  he  was  quali- 
fied, and  his  political  sentiments  corresponded 
with  my  own.  I  think,  sir,  in  reference  to 
this  government  of  ours,  that  our  only  safety, 
or  at  least,  that  our  greatest  safety,  upon  tliis 
subject  of  religion,  is  in  carrying  out  the 
jK)licy  never  to  carry  our  religion  into  politics, 
and  never  carry  our  politics  to  church.  They 
are  distinct  and  separate — unalterably  so.  A 
Catholic  is  as  much  entitled  to  protection  in 
this  country  as  those  of  any  other  religion.  I 
have  no  prejudice  apiinst  the  Cathohcs,  nor 
have  I  against  foreigners.  I  voted,  the  last 
time  I  voted,  in  my  own  state,  for  an  adopted 
citizen  ;  and  I  expect  to  vote  for  them  in  future 
as  often  as  they  are  presented,  provided  tliey 
are  qualified. 

Mr.  BiNGHAX.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  has  stated  to 
the  House  that  he  has  answered  all  of  my 
questions  except  the  first  and  fifth.  I  beg 
leave  to  ask  that  gentleman  whether,  in  his 
remarks,  he  has  given  any  reply  to  my  second, 
third,  fourth,  ana  sixth  interrogatones ;  and 


will  the  gentleman  respond  to  those  qnet- 
tions  ? 

Mr.  Richardson.  In  reply  to  the  eentle- 
man  from  Ohio,  I  have  to  say  that  I  subatUH 
tially  responded  to  his  interrogatory  this 
morning. 

Mr.  BiNGHAif.  In  what  way  has  tlie  gen- 
tleman answered  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
sixth  questions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  mib- 
mit  to  him  ? 

Mr.  RicnAROsoN.  I  said,  in  my  remailn 
this  morning,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  people 
of  a  territory  have  the  right  either  to  establish 
or  prohibit  African  slavery.  I  think  that  is 
an  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  BiNGHAV.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  people' of 
the  territory  of  Kansas  can,  by  territorial  en* 
actment,  establish  or  prohibit  African  slaTery 
therein  ? 

Mr.  RicHARosoN.  I  do  not  wish  to  ein^e 
out  a  particular  instance. 

Mr.  Clerk,  gentlemen  have  chosen,  by 
written  interrogatories,  to  inquire  into  the 
political  opinions  of  gentlemen  who  have 
been  voted  for  upon  this  floor  in  relation 
to  questions  past,  present,  and  future.  I 
know  not,  anu  care  not,  whether  the  object 
is  discussion  here  or  discussion  somewhere 
else.  I  hold  them  to  the  issues  presented  to 
me,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  their  ques- 
tions as  fully,  freely,  and  frankly  as  may  be 
possible. 

I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  the  questions 
which  have  been  propounded  to  me,  and  I  ask 
that  tlie  first  of  them  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  first  question,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Qufftion  projxfundrtl  by  Mr.  Zoujoofteh  to  Mr.  RiCBA&Mm. 
"  Am  I  ri^'lit  In  8U]i|io»iDg  tbnt  tlie  gentleman  from  II1I> 
noifi  [Mr.  Kii*liard»ii»n]  rpjzariiii  the  KniiMui-Nebrajcka  Mil  m 
)trt>mot{Te  of  the  formation  of  frve  states  in  the  tvnltnries 
of  Kaiisa>  and  Nelt^a^ka?" 

Mr.   Richardson.     In    reply   to    the   first 

fucKtion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
Mr.  Zollicoffrr].  1  have  to  say  I  voted  for  the 
bills  orpranizing  the  territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  becaune  I  thought  them  just  to 
all,  and  1  defcndcii  that  vote  before  my  oon- 
Htitueiits  upon  that  ground.  I  intended  then, 
and  I  intend  now,  that  the  people  who  00 
there,  or  who  have  gone  there,  shall  decide 
the  question  of  slavery  for  themselves,  and,  so 
far  as  I  could,  admit  them  as  states,  with  or 
without  slavery,  as  the  people  should  decide. 
In  comm(m  with  northern  and  southern  gen- 
tlemen, I  have  said  that,  in  my  opinion,  sla- 
very would  never  go  there ;  but  I  have  never, 
here  or  elsewhere,  urged  that  as  a  reason  why 
I  voted  for  that  bill.  I  voted  for  the  bill  be- 
cause it  was  just,  right,  and  proper,  and 
wanted  nothing  more  to  defend  myself.  I 
repeat  here  an  argument  I  hLve  made  over 
and  over  again  before  my  constituents,  and 
it  is  this:  if  a  majority^  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  or  Nebraska  are  in  favor  of  slavery, 
they  will  have  it;  if  a  majority  are  op> 
posed  to  it,  then  they  will  not  have  it.    Xhii 
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IS  the  practical  result  of  every  theory  advoca- 
ted by  the  friends  of  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
bill.  I  gave  my  sanction  to  this  principle  in 
supporting  the  territorial  bills  of  1850,  and 
have  uniformly  supported  the  same  principles 
since,  whenever  presented  for  my  action,  and 
shall  contine  to  dd  so  in  all  future  cases  that 
may  arise.  It  is  a  principle  lying  at  the 
foundation  of  all  popular  governments,  that  the 
people  of  each  separate  or  distinct  community 
shall  decide  for  themselves  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  institutions  under  which  they 
shall  live,  and  by  this  principle  I  am  prepared 
to  live  and  die.  I  therefore  voted  for  the  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  bill  neither  as  a  pro-slavery 
nor  anti-slavery  measure,  but  as  a  measure  of 
equal  right  and  justice  to  the  people  of  all 
sections  of  our  common  country. 

Will  the  Clerk  now  read  the  next  ques- 
tion? 

The  Clerk  read  the  second  question,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

<*  Am  T  right  in  wnppoaing  that  he  adTOcates  the  oonntitii- 
tionality  of  the  Wilmot  proviiio?  that  in  1860,  he  opposed 
Its  application  to  the  tenitoriee  acquired  from  Mexico  only 
upon  the  ground  that  It  was  uniMousary,  Inasmach  as  the 
Mexican  loral  laws  in  those  territories  sJrcady  abciUthed 
tlaverjf,  which  ought  to  he  sufBcient  Ibr  all  fkve-soil  men? 
and  that  he  committed  himself  to  the  position,  that  if  terri* 
torial  hills  (nilent  upon  the  sut\)ect  of  slavery,  and  leaving 
the  Mexican  laws  to  operate)  were  defeated,  he  would  vote 
'  tit  bills  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  them  r 

Mr.  Richardson.  The  next  Question  re- 
quires a  more  extended  reply,  in  the  year 
1803  we  acquired  Louisiana;  it  was  slave  ter- 
ritory. In  1820  we  divided,  by  lino  of  36° 
30^^,  that  territory ;  north  of  the  line  was  to  be 
free.  In  1845  we  annexed  Texas ;  that  was 
slave  territory  ;  we  divided  that  by  extending 
the  line  of  3(5°  30^  through  that^— north,  to  be 
free.  In  1848  we  acquired  territory  from 
Mexico.  That  was  free.  I  voted  repeatedly 
to  extend  the  same  line  west  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  1  voted  for  that  line  with  a  few  rep- 
resentatives from  the  North,  and  the  whole 
body  of  Southern  representatives.  When  I 
^ve  those  votes,  I  did  not  believe  then,  nor 
do  1  believe  now,  that  I  violated  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  If  you  have  power, 
under  the  Constituti(m,  to  exclude  slavery  from 
half  of  a  territory,  I  think  you  have  power  to 
exclude  from  all,  though  such  an  exercise 
would  be  unjust  and  wrong.  I  have  never, 
therefore,  voted  to  exercise  that  power,  except 
upon  the  principle  of  compromise.  In  this 
connexion  I  desire  to  read  from  a  speech  of 
mine,  delivered  in  this  hall  April  3,  1850,  and 
make  a  word  or  two  of  comment  upon  it : — 

**  There  is,  I  regret  to  aay,  a  willingness  upon  the  part  of 
the  Democrats  of  the  north  to  see  this  proviso  passed,  that 
Gensral  Taylor  may  be  compelled  to  show  to  the  world,  and 
*the  rest  of  mankind.'  who  was  cheated  In  the  last  presi- 
dantial  election— whether  it  was  his  friends  north  or  south. 
They  Icnow  that  a  fhiud  was  praetieed  upon  the  one  or  the 
other.  They  know  that  in  the  south.  General  Taylor  was 
fepresented  as  all  that  any  one  in  fkvor  of  slaveir  extension 
oovld  doAire — that  he  was  bound  to  southern  institutions 
hj  two  hundred  bonds.  At  the  north,  it  was  said  that  be 
vas  fbr  confining  slavery  to  its  present  limits.  One  or  the 
Other  was  cheated.  But  I  submit  to  my  northern  fHends, 
it  the  peace  and  harmony  of  twentr  millions  of  people,  and 
Urn  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutionB,  it  not  of  more  Im- 
fOrtanee  than  the  ezpomirt  of  thto  hod  ftltb  opoo  tho  port 
of  oa  odminlniatrotlon  that,  if  lot  tlom,  wiU  fldl  b j  iti  own 


weight  f    The  poblle  voice  evor j  wLofo  IndiealM  Iti  eartaio 
and  inevitable  overthrow. 

**  In  Umes  past  our  polley  sooner  or  latar  has  preralled, 
and  we  should  stand  firm,  however  dark  the  hour,  enoonr* 
aged  by  former  socoeas.  We  should  not  be  driven  from  o».r 
positions  because  our  opponents  have  to  come  to  them  tir 
safety.    I  might  ask  them  If  they  are  to  be  driven  firr.m 

I  their  firm  aud  stem  opposition  to  a  United  States  hank. 
becaui«e  those  who  once  thought  tliat  certain  ruin  would 

I  lay  waste  the  land  nnless  suc^  an  InstitutJun  waii  inourpo- 
rated,  liave  changed  their  opinions,  and  stand  with  us  in 
opposition  ?  Are  they  willing  to  be  driven  in  opposition  to 
the  independent  treasury,  bMause  those  who  once  opposed 
now  support  it?  Are  you  to  1m  driven  fh>m  all  tho  past, 
now  triumphantly  vindicated,  because  opposition  I'ascesiaed? 
We  should  stand  firm  in  the  support  of  r^ht,  truth,  tlie 
Constitution  of  our  country,  no  matter  who  shall  come  to 
their  support,  or  desert;  stand  by  them  to  the  last,  and  if 
they  &11  let  us  perish  with  them.  We  should  never  snrrivo 
the  existence  of  this  government. 

"There  is  one  thing  that  I  wish.  In  this  connexion,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  say  to  the  gentlemen  firom  the  south,  and  the 
northern  Whigs:  if  the  bill  for  territorial  governments, 
silent  upon  the  suttJect  of  slaTery,  shall  be  defeated,  then  I 
am  for  bills  with  the  Wilmot  provitCH  in  order  to  give  govern* 
ments  to  the  people  in  the  territories;  and  I  speak  hr  tanr 
of  my  colleagues,  assured  that  they  will  foel  eonstralaed  to 
pursue  a  like  course.  And  if  General  Taylor  shall  approre 
the  proviso,  then  It  will  have  passed ;  and  It  is  for  them  to 
determine  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  done,  and  let  tho  r^ 
sponsibility  rest  with  them." 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  the  senti- 
ment last  quoted,  uttered  in  a  moment  of 
excitement,  I,  upon  reflection,  repudiate  aa 
unjust  aud  improper.  I  thank  the  gentleman 
that  he  has  afforded  me  the  opportunity  to 
give  this  public  expression  of  my  disapproval 
of  that  statement.  I  uniformly  voted  aeainst 
placing  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  any  territorial 
Dili.  I  voted  against  it,  because  I  believed  it 
to  be  unjust  to  tho  people  of  a  portion  of  this 
Union. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  third  interrogatory, 
as  follows : — 

"  Am  I  riifht  in  soppot ing  that  his  theory  is,  that  the  Ooa* 
stitution  of  tho  Unit«<l  States  dors  not  carry  slavery  to, and 
protect  It  in,  the  territories  of  the  United  StateR?  That  In 
the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  and  Frantv  (inclndlng 
Kansas  aud  Nebraska),  the  Missouri  restricUon  was  noces* 
sary  to  make  the  territory  free.  iHicause  slavery  existed 
there  umiur  Franco  at  the  time  of  the  acquisiUon;  but  that 
the  KanMos  and  Nebnu«ka  bill,  which  repeals  that  restric- 
tion, but  neither  It^ginlateM  dlavery  Into  tboi^e  territories  nor 
excludes  it  therefrom,  in  hia  opinion.  leaves  thoMs  turrito* 
ries  without  either  local  or  constitutional  law  protecting 
slavery ;  and  that  therefore  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  hill 

Eromotea  the  formation  of  slave  states  in  Kansas  aud  Ne- 
raskar 

Mr.  Richardson.  The  Constitution  docs 
not,  in  my  opinion,  carry  the  institutions  of 
any  of  the  states  into  the  territories ;  but.  it 
affords  the  same  protection  there  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  one  state  as  of  another.  The  citizen 
of  Virginia  is  as  much  entitled,  in  the  common 
territory,  to  the  protection  of  his  property, 
under  the  Constitution,  as  the  citizen  of  Illi- 
nois ;  but  both  are  dependent  upon  the  legis- 
lation of  tho  territorial  government  for  laws 
to  protect  their  property,  of  whatever  kind  it 
may  be.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  though 
there  may  be  upon  this  point  a  difference  the- 
oretically— involvinff  questions  for  judicial 
decision — ^yet  there  is  none,  practically,  among 
the  friends  of  non-intervention  by  Congjrese, 
as  the  practical  result  is  to  place  the  decision 
of  the  questions  in  the  hands  of  those  who  ar« 
most  deeply  interested  in  its  solution,  namely, 
the  people  of  the  territory,  who  have  made  il 
their  home,  and  whose  interests  are  the  mort 
deeply  inTolved  in  the  cbimQAML  ^  ^S&s^^miAr 
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WicM  mAn  vhleb  th^  an  to  livq.    If  lliii 

ggiBt  p^ndple  of  nou-intamation  and  Milf- 
gwanuMot  u  wrong,  thev,  indMd,  the  Ameri- 
aw  Senklutkot  vm  fimght  in  Twn,  and  it  ia 
tee  w«  CMW  U>  venarate  iha  memorj  of  the 
palrioiia  dead,  who  purohund  with  thur  Ibr- 
tMtM  and  blood  the  free  iutiiutioat  of  the 
■mral  BOparate,  independent,  and  ooequal 
iltUi,  forming  the  Union  under  whioh  we 
han  so  pnwperoualy  wad  happily  grown  to  be 
ngreU. 

Mlran  tiB<  Harttara. 

Ox  the  13th  of  Jnl^,  ISM,  House  Bill  No. 
392,  "maUng  appropriationa  for  the  repair, 
pnaarration,  ana  oompletion  of  certain  public 
WOTk<  horebifbre  commenoed  under  the  aatho~ 
li^  of  law,"  being  in  other  words  a  Rirer  and 
QarbsT  Bill,  wai  Erought  to  a  Tot«,  and  paHed 
tiM  Hooie  by  yeaa  and  naje  aa  followi 

It,  Ik BMtoa.  Bmgg.  anw 

Immbwliiii,  C*n»rfltT.  Ctnidi- 
—Irtr,  Oiiih1ib|,  CaUlnf,  n~ 
irj,  DoBliu,  ButMUi  Ml 


■  -  -  ■ •  —  £.  Ita*!-.  Iniir* 

,_, ..  t,  EUm  B.  Ubik- 

t.  kad  tHiMimt,  VMn.Mha  Wtntwivth,  nggnr 


Doin,Bnck- 
□,  Oobh,  Col- 

T~  UuTfl^  Wll«  P.  Uurlni 

"iDl.l    f    JODBK.   J. 

L   Klltndn. 


k.'  WiUt,  D^^K  Wrlfht,  Un 


Ik  AIIh.  IhriMUIl.  Bury.  Bridw    - 
•nUm,  BtiliE-ih  Cinkla,  Chrlunmn, 

S1R.  CnlKT.  Jabs  0.  JJmU,  Dovdai 
Wt.  thnda.  Orow,  Bua "  ■ 

RuUiin.  IIIMwd,  Ulllji .  -  — 

OIUH  J«i.-m  Holiind  JnnfK  Krllt,  KIdi 

KVU,  Unk,  Utnur.  Ullr.  HoNalr,  U<iQi. — , , 

Halnll.  >liT,  HV-IU  Mlllnn.  MorHRD,  Marrn.  Ulili, 
iadrnr  (NlTn,  Oir.  Pvkn.  Blohnp.  Fariiln>.  Jofan^nklnK, 

PM]*  PliHHpi,  IMntl.  I^U. '^ —  ■— — 

Aalton.  Wlllkin  Sulih.  Wll 
SbjUi  niHiwMI. 

l«.>.ii.  w»i.h.w 
twi  a  wriitnt.— ;i 

Ttie  liill  wns  amended  in  the  Senate,  and 
nWHed  tliat  body  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1354, 
by  yeoe  and  nays  as  fuUuws ; — 

Yiti— Mmn.  Al]«,  BtU,  »v'«iii.CM>.CHiit.  Ox^vr, 
Doiliiiuf  Wlj..  Dixlv  of  IL.  Aucmln.  nri.  /!><.  atftr, 

Amr.  IMUl,  /VuO.  Hvimiit.  Kmk,  »^butUii,  »Bsnf! 
mUrll  l^wrt.  MiKMIb  TlivmprM  of  K*..  TtiDinwHi  of  N. 

J,  »'«:«.  w.iiwt.-3i. 

ifm, — Uv«n.  AiIkdiii.  Atrhlmm.  Brt^C  Aroim,  Cliir, 
Dwmn.  Ddb/Iu.  Knnt.  nuparlck.  HniutM,  UxDlir, 
lUlerj,  Uivm,  M-rttm,  Norrit,  Tmmba,  WUIIudi-IT. 

The  iloiwe  diiagreed  to  the  omendmenta  of 
tho  SoTinto.  A  oommittee  of  coufcrence  wilb 
nppoinled  by  each  Uoune  who  reconciled  the 
dua^eeing  viito*,  and  the  bill  wos  passed. 

Tho  I'reKident  vetued  the  bill.  i 

On  tliD  question,  taken  December  G,  1854, . 
Shall  tliG  bill  pass  notwithstanding  the  Toto  i 
of  the  Prcaidciitf  it  wae  loat,  two-thirds,  (he  I 
namber  required  by  the  Constitution,  unt 
vuling  therefor.  The  ayes  and  noee  were  as 
follows; — 

Taia-Wiani.  Ap/il^m.  a:iR.  SiRki.  AnriL  Mk.  Bri- 
im.  awnM.  Or^Mr.  tfcnOtn.  Ohmmr.  dutm,  Out, 
AvwAi  0%   (Moltr,  (Mfcas  Dtmna,  DUk.  IM#<»«i,  i 


n,  Eddt,  Edf«rloB,  BlMaii4t,  ntmati 


A«iH»««.  /ViAuL  /Vuijf     Awrfr      IddW,  Mr«4 


Bgra.  BnekHiM^h  BtMoil  OHkU  . . . 

CUiu*a,0«tikOulq>ltt.C>iil»iO<utla.JobDa.  [titli,£»  . 
iraCnav*,  Db«4^  UBODdni,  FkolkHr.  rotkr.  Oas*^ 
an«,ba1lliiii,hBpaW.  Ifai^WflnKllHilftSs^- 
lHk  BMdrteka  Blbbiri,  BlUfK,  UouMD.  laaMlL  Ou- . 
MT.  JOBM  Own  W.  Jonu,  J.  Obnrj  Jhom  IIHnlau 
Ksna.  lab,  UlEaa.  Mthv,  LHlmMeamU.  KAfl,  ~ 
KaKiillla,  masiw.  Muatf '  —" —  ""—  """ —  "— 
nr.  Old^  Oit,  BUma  Vvkh 
Ih^hnU,  IM^  Bhm,  R 

FhcMsB,  r  ■-     

OuiiW.lB. _.  _ 

/.  ri|«cr,  WafMdfa,  WiU^  Wunn,  IlHdilcfc  B.  Wi^U. 


The  Preeident,  in  the  fbllowing  i        _  _ 
bearing  date  Deo.  30, 1&54,  Imatad  th«  n^ 
ject  more  fully  Uian  he  was  enabled  to  do  la 
his  TCto  message: — 
lb  At  SeTialeand  Sotue  of  Sepraaitaiieen 

la  retuminK  to  the  ^tue  of  BepreMUta- 
tivaa,  in  which  it  originated,  a  bill  Utitleil 
"  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  t«|)kir, 
preserration,  and  completion  of  certain  nnUie 
works,  heretofore  commonced  under  authoritj 
of  law,"  it  became  necessary  for  me,  owing  to 
the  late  day  at  which  the  bill  was  passed,  to 
state  my  ofjjections  to  it  very  bricSy,  announc- 
ing, Bt  the  Biune  time,  a  purpose  to  resnme 
the  subject  for  more  deliberate  discussion,  at 
the  precont  session  of  Congress  ;  for,  while  by 
no  menns  ioKensible  of  the  arduouBuess  of  the 
task  thus  undertaken  by  mo,  1  conceived  that 
the  two  Houses  were  entitled  to  an  expoaition 
of  the  considerations  which  had  induced  dis- 
sent, on  nij  part,  from  their  conclusions  in  thia 

The  great  constitutional  question,  of  the 
power  of  the  general  governoient  in  relation 
to  internal  improvpmcols,  has  l)ecn  the  sulyect 
of  earnest  dlQcrence  of  opinion,  at  every  pe- 
riod of  the  history  of  the  United  Slate*. 
Annual  and  special  mcsKit^cs  of  successive 
Preaidcnts  have  been  occu|)icJ  with  it,  miin^ 
times  in  remarks  on  the  geuernl  topic,  and  Tre- 
quentiy  in  objection  to  particular  bills.  The 
cunflictinR  sentiments  ^f  eminent  statesmen. 
expressea  in  Congresx,  or  in  cuuTontions  called 
expressly  to  devise,  if  possible,  some  plan  cat- 
suUtedti' relieve  tho  subject  of  the  cm bnrrasa- 
ments  with  which  it  is  environed,  while  they 
bave  directed  public  attention  strunely  to  tou 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  have  yet 
lefl  UDMttled  the  limits,  not  merely  of  cipcdi* 
ency,  hut  of  constitutional  power,  in  relation 
to  works  of  this  class  by  the  genord  govem- 

Wihat  is  intanded  hj  the  pbtaae  "  iatenwl  ' 
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improyements  V*  What  does  it  embrace,  and 
what  exclude  ?  No  saoh  luigjuaj^  is  foand 
in  the  Constitution.    Not  only  is  it  not  an  ex- 

Eression  of  ascertainable  constitutional  power, 
ut  it  has  no  sufficient  exactness  of  meaning 
to  be  of  any  value  as  the  basis  of  a  safe  con- 
clusion, either  of  constitutional  law  or  of  prac- 
tical statesmanship. 

President  John  Quincj  Adams,  in  claiming, 
on  one  occasion,  after  his  retirement  from 
office,  the  authorship  of  the  idea  of  introdu- 
cing into  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  eeneral  government  "  a  permanent  and 
regular  system"  of  internal  improvements, 
sp^kks  of  it  as  a  system  by  which  '*  the  whole 
Union  would  have  been  checkered  over  with 
railroads  and  canals,"  affording  *'  high  wages 
and  constant  employment  to  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  laborers ;"  and  he  places  it  in  express 
contrast  with  the  construction  of  such  works 
by  the  legislation  of  the  states  and  by  private 
enterprise. 

It  IS  quite  obvious,  that  if  there  be  any  con- 
stitutional power  which  authorizes  the  con- 
struction of  **  railroads  and  canals"  by  Con- 
gress, the  same  power  must  comprehend  turn- 
pikes and  ordinary  carriage  roods;  nay,  it 
must  extend  to  the  construction  of  bridges,  to 
the  draining  of  marshes,  to  the  erection  of 
levees,  to  the  construction  of  canals  of  irriga- 
tion— in  a  word,  to  all  the  possible  means  of 
the  material  improvement  oi  the  earth,  by  de- 
veloping its  natural  resources,  anywhere  and 
everywhere,  even  within  the  proper  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  several  states.  But  if  there  be 
any  constitutional  power,  thus  comprehensive 
in  its  nature,  must  not  the  some  power  em- 
brace within  its  scope  other  kinds  of  improve- 
ment of  equal  utility  in  themselves,  and 
equally  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
oountiy  ?  President  Jefferson,  while  intima- 
ting the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Con- 
stitution as  to  comprise  objects  of  physical 
progress  and  well-being,  does  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive that  "  other  objects  of  public  improve- 
ment," including  "public  ctlucation,''  by 
name,  belong  to  the  same  class  of  powers.  In 
fact,  not  only  public  instruction,  but  hospitals, 
establishments  of  science  and  art,  libraries, 
and  indeed  everything  appertaining  to  the  in- 
ternal welfare  of  the  country,  are  just  as  much 
objects  of  internal  improvement,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  internal  utility,  as  canals  and  rail- 
ways. 

The  admission  of  the  power  in  either  of  its 
senses  implies  its  existence  in  the  other; 
and  since,  if  it  exists  at  all,  it  involves  dan- 
gerous augmentation  of  the  political  functions 
and  of  the  patronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, we  ought  to  see  clearly  by  what  clause 
or  clauses  of  the  Constitution  it  is  conferred. 

I  have  had  occasion  more  than  once  to  ex- 
press, and  deem  it  proper  now  to  repeat,  that 
It  is,  in  iny  judgment,  to  be  taken  for  granted, 
as  a  fun(£unental  proposition  not  requiring 
elucidation,  that  the  feaeral  government  is  the 
oreature  of  the  individual  states,  and  of  the 
people  of  the  states  seyerally ;  that  the  aor- 


ereign  power  was  in  them  alone ;  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  federal  government  are  deriva- 
tive ones,  the  enumeration  and  limitations  of 
which  are  contained  in  the  instrument  which 
organized  it ;  and  by  express  terms,  "  The 
powers  not  delegated  jto  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively 
or  to  the  people." 

Starting  from  this  foundation  of  our  consti- 
tutional raith,  and  proceeding  to  inquire  in 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  the  power  of 
making  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
ments is  found,  it  is  necessary  to  reject  all 
idea  of  there  being  any  grant  of  power  in  the 
preamble.  When  Uiat  instrument  says :  "We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessing  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity," — it  only  declares  the  in- 
ducements and  the  anticipated  results  of  the 
things  ordained  and  established  by  it.  To 
assume  that  anything  more  can  be  designed 
by  the  language  of  the  preamble,  would  be  to 
convert  all  the  body  of  the  Constitution,  with 
its  carefully  weighed  enumerations  and  limi- 
tation r,  into  mere  surplusage.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  the  phrase  in  the  grant  of  the  power 
to  Congress,  "  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States ;"  or,  to  construe  the 
words  more  exactly,  they  are  not  significant 
of  grant  or  concession,  but  of  restriction  of 
the  8])ecific  grants,  having  the  effect  of  saying 
that,  in  laying  and  collecting  taxes  for  each 
of  the  precise  objects  of  power  granted  to  the 
general  government.  Congress  must  exercise 
any  such  definite  and  undoubted  power  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  purpose  of  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  all  the 
states. 

There  being  no  specific  grant  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  a  power  to  sanction  appropriations 
for  internal  improvements,  ana  no  general 

S revision  broad  enough  to  cover  any  such  in- 
cfinite  object,  it  becomes  necessary  to  look 
for  particular  powers,  to  which  one  or  another 
of  tne  thmgs  included  in  the  phrase  "  internal 
improvements,"  may  be  referred. 

In  the  discussions  of  this  question  by  the 
advocates  of  the  or^nization  of  a  "  general 
system  of  internal  improvements"  under  the 
auspices  of  the  fedenu  government,  reliance 
is  had,  for  the  justification  of  the  measure,  on 
several  of  the  powers  expressly  granted  to 
Congress :  such  as  to  establish  postoffices  and 
post-roads;  to  declare  war;  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy ;  to  raise  and  support  armies ; 
to  regulate  commerce ;  and  to  aispose  of  the 
territory  and  other  public  property  of  the 
United  States. 

As  to  the  last  of  these  sources  of  power, 
that  of  disposing  of  the  territory  and  other 
public  property  of  the  United  States,  it  may 
DC  conceded,  that  it  authorixes  Congress,  in 
the  management  of  the  pablio  property^  to 
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nuke  improyementa  eMen^  to  the  saccees- 
fal  execution  of  the  trust ;  but  this  must  be 
the  grimarv  object  of  any  such  improvemeDt, 
and  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  trust  to  sacri- 
fice the  interest  of  the  property  to  incidental 
purposes. 

As  to  the  othei  assumed  sources  of  a  general 
power  over  internal  improvements,  they  being 
specific  powers,  of  which  this  is  supposed  to 
be  the  incident,  if  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution, wise  and  thoughtful  men  as  they  were, 
intended  to  confer  on  ConCTess  the  power  over 
a  subject  so  wide  as  the  whole  field  of  internal 
improvements,  it  is  remarkable  that  they  did 
not  use  language  clearly  to  express  it ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  they  did  not  give  it  as  a  dis- 
tinct and  substantive  power,  instead  of  making 
it  the  implied  incident  of  some  other  ow*.  Fur 
such  is  the  magnitude  of  the  supposed  inci- 
dental power  and  its  capacity  oi  expansion, 
that  any  system  establisned  under  it  would 
exceed  each  or  the  others,  in  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditure and  number  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed, which  would  thus  be  thrown  upon  the 
gencnil  government. 

Tliis  |)osition  may  be  illustrated  by  taking, 
as  a  single  example,  one  of  the  many  things 
comprehended  clearly  in  the  idea  of  **  a  general 
system  of  internal  improvements,"  namely, 
roads.  Let  it  be  supposed  that  the  power  to 
construct  roads  over  the  whole  Union,  a(UH)rd- 
ing  to  the  suggestion  of  President  J.  Q.  Adams, 
in  1807,  whilst  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  conceded.  Congress 
would  have  begun,  in  pursuance  of  the  state 
of  knowledge  at  the  time,  by  constructing 
turnpikes.  Then,  as  knowledge  advanced,  it 
would  have  constructed  canals ;  and  at  the 
present  time,  it  would  have  been  embarked  in 
an  almost  limitless  scheme  of  railroads. 

Nt)w,  there  are  in  the  United  States,  the 
results  of  state  or  private  enterprise,  upwards 
of  17,000  miles  ot  railroads,  and  /)(K)0  miles 
of  canals,  in  all  22.000  milon,  the  total  cost  of 
which  may  be  estimated  at  little  short  c^f  Hix 
hundred  millions  of  dollars ; — and  if  the  same 
works  had  been  constructed  by  the  federal 
government,  supposing  the  thing  to  have  been 
practicable,  the  cost  would  have  prol)al»ly  been 
not  less  thon  nine  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  in  superin- 
tending, managmg,  and  keeping  up  these 
canals  and  railn)ads,  may  be  stated  at  one 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  or 
therealx)uts ;  to  which  are  to  be  a<ldod  seventv 
thousand  or  eighty  thousand  employed  on  the 
railroads  in  construction,  inaknig  a  total  of  at 
least  two  hundred  thousand  persons,  repro- 
eeutitig  in  families  nearly  a  million  of  souls, 
employed  on  or  maintained  by  this  one  class 
of  public  works  in  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  all  this,  it  is  not  easy  to  estimate 
the  disastrous  consequences  which  must  have 
resulted  from  such  extended  local  inifjrovt*- 
ments  being  undertaken  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment. StAte  legislation  upon  this  subjetrt 
would  have  been  suspended,  and  private  eu- 
terpriso  paralyzed,  wnile  applications  for  ap- 


popriations  would  haye  peryerted  the  Iflig^ 
lation  of  Congress,  exhausted  the  nationil 
treasury,  and  left  the  people  burdened  with  a 
heavy  public  debt,  beyond  the  capacity  of 
generations  to  discharge. 

Is  it  conceivable  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  intended  that  authority,  drawing 
after  it  such  immense  consequences,  should  be 
inferred  by  implication  as  the  incident  of 
enumerated  powers?  I  cannot  think  this; 
and  the  impossibility  of  supposing  it  would  be 
still  more  glaring,  if  similar  calculationa  were 
carried  out  in  regard  to  the  numenms  objects 
of  material,  moral,  and  political  usefulness, 
of  which  the  idea  of  internal  improvement 
admits.  It  may  be  safely  inferred,  that  if  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  had  intended  to 
confer  the  power  to  make  appropriations  fur 
the  objects  indicated,  it  would  have  been 
enumerated  among  the  grants  expressly  maxic 
to  Congress.  When,  therefore,  any  one  of  the 
powers  actuallv  enumerate*!  is  adduced  or  re- 
ferred to,  as  the  ground  of  an  assumption  to 
warrant  the  incidental  ()r  implied  power  of 
"  internal  improvement,"  that  hypothesis  must 
be  rejected,  or  at  least  can  be  no  further  ad- 
mi  tteil  than  as  the  particular  act  of  internal 
improvement  may  happen  to  be  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  the  granted  power.  TtiuA, 
when  the  (»bject  of  a  given  r<.>ad,  the  clearing 
of  a  particular  channel,  or  the  construction 
of  a  particular  harbor  of  refuge,  is  manifestly 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  or 
military  service  of  the  country,  then  it  seems  to 
me  und(;niable  that  it  may  be  con8titutionaU3' 
c(»niprehended  in  the  powers  to  declare  war, 
to  provide  and  maintam  a  navy,  and  to  raise 
ana  support  armies.  At  the  same  time,  it 
would  be  a  misuse  of  these  ])Owcrs,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  to  undertake  to 
buihl  upon  them  a  great  system  of  internal  im- 
provements. And  similar  reasoning  applies  t'» 
tli«  assumption  of  any  such  power  as  involved 
in  that  to  establish  postroads  and  to  regulate 
commerce.  If  the  particular  improvement, 
whether  by  land  or  sea.  }>e  necessary  to  tlic 
execution  of  tlie  enunierate<l  powers,  tlien, 
but  not  otlierwise,  it  falls  within  the  jurisdi<.- 
ti<m  of  Congress.  To  this  extent  only  can  tiie 
power  be  claimed  la^  the  incident  of  uny  ex- 
press grant  to  the  federal  government. 

But  there  is  one  clause  of  the  Constitutit-n 
in  which  it  has  been  su'i;rested  that  expre-s 
authority  to  cimstrut^t  works  of  inteinal  im- 
provement has  been  conferred  on  Congre.-s 
namely,  that  which  emp«)wers  it  "  to  exercisir 
exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  such  district  (not  exi'ceding  ten  miles 
srjuare)  as  may,  by  ces«ji«ni  nf  particular  stat''!« 
and  the  acceptance  of  Conjrres*j.  become  the 
seat  of  the  government  nf  the  United  State", 
ond  to  exercise  like  autlmrity  over  all  plai-c^ 
purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  lijrislature  of 
the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  doi*k- 
yards,  an<i  other  ncoijful  buildings"  But  any 
such  supposition  will  be  seen  to  be  ground- 
less, when  this  provision  is  carefully  examined, 
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and  eompared  iritli  oilier  parts  of  the  Consti- 
tation. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  "  like  authoritj" 
refers  back  to  "exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatevor/'  as  aj^plied  to  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  there  is,  in  the  dbtrict,  no  di- 
Tision  of  powers  as  between  the  general  and 
the  state  governments. 

In  those  places  which  the  United  States  has 
purchased  or  retains  within  any  of  the  states 
— sites  for  dock-yards  or  forts,  for  example — 
leeal  process  of  the  given  state  is  still  permit- 
ted to  run  for  some  purposes,  and  therefore 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  not  ab- 
solutely perfect.  But  let  us  assume,  for  the 
argjumcnt's  sake,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  in  a  tract  of  land  ceded  to  it  for 
the  purpose  of  a  dock-yard  or  fort,  by  Virginia 
or  Maryland,  is  as  complete  as  in  that  ceded 
by  them  for  the  seat  of  government,  and  then 
proceed  to  analyze  this  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  provides  that  Congress  shall  have  certain 
legislative  authority  over  all  places  purchased 
by  the  United  States  for  certain  purposes.  It 
implies  that  Congress  has  otherwise  the  power 
to  purchase.  But  where  does  Congress  got 
the  power  to  purchase  ?  Manifestly  it  must 
be  from  some  other  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
for  it  is  not  conferred  by  this  one.  Now,  as  it 
is  a  fundamental  principle  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  one  of  limited  powers,  the  authority  to 
purchase  must  be  conferred  in  one  of  the  enu- 
merations of  legislative  power.  So  that  the 
power  to  purchase  is  itself  not  an  unlimited 
one,  but  is  limited  by  the  objects  in  re^rd  to 
which  legislative  authority  is  directly  con- 
ferred. 

The  other  expressions  of  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion confirm  this  conclusion,  since  the  juris- 
diction is  given  as  to  places  purchased  for 
certain  enumerated  objects  or  purposes.  Of 
these,  the  first  great  division,  forts,  ma^zincs, 
arsenals,  and  dock-yards,  are  obviously  refer- 
able to  recognised  heads  of  specific  constitu- 
tional power.  There  remains  only  the  phrase 
"and  other  needful  buildings."  Wherefore 
needful?  Needful  for  any  possible  purpose 
within  the  whole  range  of  the  business  ot  so- 
ciety and  of  government  ?  Clearly  not ;  but 
only  such  "buildings"  as  are  "needful"  to 
the  United  States  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  conferred  on  Congress. 
^  Thus  the  United  States  need,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  admitted  powers,  not  only  forts,  maga- 
lines,  arsenals,  and  dock-yards,  but  also  court- 
houses, prisons,  custom-houses,  and  post-offices, 
within  the  respective  states.  Places  for  the 
erection  of  such  buildings  the  general  govern- 
ment may  constitutionally  purchase,  and, 
having  purchased  them,  the  jurisdiction  over 
them  belongs  to  the  United  States.    So,  if  the 

E)ral  government  has  the  power  to  build  a 
t-house  or  a  beacon,  it  may  purchase  a 
e  for  that  object ;  and  having  purchased 
ft^  then  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  gives 
jurisdiction  over  it.  Still  the  powe^to  pur* 
thmse  for  the  purpose  of  ereotiiig  a  ligR-hoose 


or  beaoon  must  depend  on  the  existence  of  the 
power  to  erect ;  and  if  that  power  exists,  it 
must  be  Aught  after  in  some  other  clause  ol 
the  Constitution. 

From  whatever  point  of  view,  therefore,  the 
subject  is  re^rded,  whether  as  a  question  of 
express  or  implied  power,  the  conclusion  is 
the  same,  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional 
authority  to  carry  on  a  system  of  internal  im- 

Erovements ;  and  in  this  conviction  the  system 
as  been  steadily  opposed  by  the  soundest 
expositors  of  the  functions  of  the  government. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  no  conceiv- 
able case  shall  there  be  doubt  as  to  whether 
a  given  olpect  be,  or  not,  a  necessary  incident 
of  the  military,  naval,  or  any  other  power.  As 
man  is  imperfect,  so  are  his  methods  of  utter^ 
ing  his  thoughts.  Human  language,  save  in 
expressions  tor  the  exact  sciences,  must  always 
fail  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  controversy. 
Hence  it  is  that,  in  one  branch  of  the  subject 
— the  question  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
make  appropriations  in  aid  of  navigation — 
there  is  less  of  positive  conviction  than  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  subject ;  and  it,  therefore, 
seems  proper,  in  this  respect,  to  revert  to  the 
history  of  the  practice  of  the  government. 

Among  the  very  earliest  acts  of  the  first 
session  of  Congress,  was  that  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light*  houses,  approved  by 
President  Washington  on  the  7th  ot  August, 
1789,  which  contains  the  following  provi- 
sions : — 

"That  all  expenses  which  shall  accrue,  from 
and  after  the  fifteenth  d%y  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in 
the  necessary  support,  maintenance,  and  re- 
pairs of  all  ught-houscs,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers,  erected,  placed,  or  sunk  before 
the  passing  of  this  act,  at  the  entrance  of  or 
within  any  bay,  inlet,  harbor,  or  port  of  the 
United  States,  for  rendering  the  navigation 
thereof  easy  and  safe,  shall  be  defrav^  oat 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States :  Provided^ 
nevertheless^  That  none  of  the  said  expenses 
shall  continue  to  be  so  defrayed  after  the  ex- 
piration of  one  year  from  the  duy  aforesaid, 
unless  such  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  be  ceded 
to  and  vested  in  the  United  States,  by  the 
state  or  states,  rcs[)ectively,  in  which  the  same 
may  be,  together  with  the  lands  and  tenements 
thereunto  belonging,  and  together  with  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same." 

Acts  containing  appropriations  for  this  clarts 
of  public  works  were  passed  in  1791,  1702, 
1793,  and  so  on,  from  year  to  year,  down  to 
the  present  time ;  and  the  tenor  of  these  acts, 
when  examined  with  reference  to  other  parts 
of  the  subject,  is  worthy  of  special  considera- 
tion. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  for  a  period  of 
more  than  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  all  appropriations  of  this 
class  were  confined,  with  scarcely  an  appip 
rent  exception,  to  Uie  construction  of  lignt^ 
houses,  beacons,  baoys,  and  public  piers,  and 
the  staketgQ  of  ehaands;— to  render  navigik 
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tion  **nh  and  easy,''  it  is  tnie,  bat  onlj  by 
indicating  to  the  navigator  obstaoles  in  hia 
way,  not  by  removing  r^ose  obstacles,  nor  in 
any  other  respect  <man^ng  artificially  the 
pre-existing  natural  condition  of  the  earth  and 
sea.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  works  of 
art  for  the  removal  of  natural  impediments  to 
navigation,  or  to  prevent  their  formation,  or 
for  supplying  harbors  where  these  do  not 
exist,  are  also  means  of  rendering  navigation 
safe  and  easy ;  and  may,  in  supposable  cases, 
be  the  most  efficient,  as  well  as  the  most  eco- 
nomical, of  such  means.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
not  until  the  y€sT  1824  that,  in  an  act  to  im- 

Srove  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and 
[ississippi,  and  in  anoUier  act  making  appro- 
priations for  deepening  the  channel  leading 
into  the  harbor  or  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach,  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  we  have  any  example  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  harlx)r8, 
m  t-ne  nature  of  those  provided  for  in  the  bill 
returned  by  me  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

It  appears  not  probable  that  the  abstinence 
of  Congress  in  this  respect  is  attributable 
altogether  to  considerations  of  economy,  or  to 
any  failure  to  perceive  that  the  removal  of  an 
obstacle  to  navigation  might  be  not  less  use- 
ful than  the  indication  of  it  for  avoidance; 
and  it  may  be  well  assumed  that  the  course 
of  legislation,  so  long  pursued,  was  induced, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  solicitous  consideriv- 
tion  in  regard  to  the  constitutional  power  over 
such  matters  vested  in  Congress. 

One  other  peculiarity  in  this  course  of  legis- 
lation is  not  less  remarkable.  It  is,  that  when 
the  general  government  first  took  charge  of 
light-houses  and  beacons,  it  required  the 
works  themselves,  and  the  lands  on  which 
they  were  situated,  to  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  And  although  for  a  time  this  precau- 
tion was  neglected  in  the  case  of  new  works, 
in  the  sequel  it  was  provided  by  general  laws 
that  no  light-house  should  be  constructed  on 
any  site  previous  to  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
same  being  ceded  to  the  United  Sfxitcs. 

Constitutional  authority  for  the  construction 
and  support  of  many  of  the  public  works  of 
this  nature,  it  is  certain,  may  be  found  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  maintain  a  navy  and 
provide  %r  the  general  defence ;  but  their 
number,  and,  in  many  instances,  their  location, 
preclude  the  idea  of  their  being  fully  justified 
as  necessary  and  proper  incidents  of  that 
power.  And  they  do  not  seem  susceptible  of 
being  referred  to  any  other  of  the  specific 
powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution, 
unless  it  be  that  to  raise  revenue,  in  so  far  as 
this  relates  to  navigation.  The  practice  under 
all  my  predecessors  in  office,  the  express  ad- 
missions of  some  of  them,  and  absence  of  de- 
nial bv  any,  sufficiently  manifest  their  belief 
that  tfie  power  to  erect  light-houses,  beacons, 
and  piers,  is  possessed  by  the  general  govern- 
ment In  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  the  inducement  and  object  of  the 
tppropriations  are  expressly  declared:  those 


appropriations  b«bg  for  "Ifght^xNiaoiy  bev 
cons,  buo^a,  and  public  piers''  erected  or 
placed  *'  within  any  bay,  inlet,  harbor,  or  port 
of  the  United  States  for  rendering  the  navigi^ 
tion  thereof  easy  and  safe." 

If  it  be  contended  that  this  review  of  (be 
history  of  appropriations  of  this  class  l^de  to 
the  inference,  tnat,  beyond  the  purposes  of 
national  defence  and  maintenance  oi  a  naTj, 
there  is  authority  in  the  Constitution  to  con- 
struct certain  works  in  aid  of  navigation,  it  is 
at  the  same  time  to  be  remembered  that  the 
conclusions  thus  deduced  from  cotemporaneous 
construction  and  long-continued  acquiescence 
are  themselves  directly  suggestive  of  limita- 
tions of  constitutionality,  as  well  asexpedienej, 
regarding  the  nature  and  the  description  of 
those  aids  to  navigation  which  Congress  may 
provide  as  incident  to  the  revenue  power. 
For,  at  this  point  controversy  begins,  not  bo 
much  as  to  the  principle  as  to  its  applica- 
tion. 

In  accordance  with  long-established  Iccisla- 
tive  usage.  Congress  may  construct  light- 
houses and  beacons,  and  provide,  as  it  does, 
other  means  to  prevent  shipwrecks  on  the 
coasts  of  the  United  States.  But  the  een^td 
l^vernment  cannot  go  beyond  this,  ana  make 
improvements  of  rivers  and  harbors  of  the 
nature,  and  to  the  degree,  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

To  justify  such  extended  power,  it  nas  been 
urged  that,  if  it  be  constitutional  to  appropri- 
ate money  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out,  bj 
tlie  construction  of  light-houses  or  beacons, 
where  an  oVjstacle  to  navigation  exists,  it  is 
equally  so  to  remove  such  obstacle,  or  to  avoid 
it  by  the  creation  of  an  artificial  channel ;  that 
if  the  object  be  lawful,  then  the  means  adopted 
solely  with  reference  to  the  end  must  be  law- 
ful, and  that  therefore  it  is  not  material,  con- 
stitutionally speaking,  whether  a  given  ob- 
struction to  navigation  be  indicated  for 
avoidance,  or  be  actually  avoided  by  excava- 
ting a  new  channel ;  that  if  it  be  a  legitimate 
object  of  expenditure  to  preserve  a  ship  from 
wreck,  })y  means  of  a  beacon,  or  of  revenue 
cutters,  It  must  be  not  less   so  to  provide 

E laces  of  safety  by  the  improvement  of  har- 
ors,  or,  where  none  exist,  by  their  artificial 
construction ;  and  thence  the  argument  natu- 
rally passes  to  the  propriety  of  impntving 
rivers  for  the  benefit  of  internal  navigatitm : 
because  all  these  objects  are  of  more  or  less 
importance  to  the  commercial,  as  well  as  the 
naval,  interests  of  the  United  States. 

The  answer  to  all  this  is,  that  the  question 
of  opening  speedy  and  easy  communication 
to  and  thrttugn  all  parts  of  the  country  is  sub- 
stantially the  same,  whether  done  by  land  or 
water ;  that  the  uses  of  roads  and  canals,  iu 
facilitating  commercial  intercourse,  and  unit- 
ing by  community  of  interests  tlie  most  remote 
(]^uarters  of  the  country  by  land  communic»- 
tion,  are  the  same  in  their  nature  as  the  uses 
of  navigable  waters ;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
questitff  of  the  facilities  and  aids  to  be  pn^ 
vided  m  navigationi  by  whatsoerer 
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bot  a  Bubdiiodon  of  the  gmt  qaestion  of  the 
conetitutionality  and  ezpedienoy  of  internal 
improvements  by  the  general  goTemment.  In 
confirmation  of  this,  i^  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
one  of  tlie  most  important  acts  of  appropria- 
tion of  this  class,  that  of  the  year  ISic,  under 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson,  by 
including  together  and  providing  for,  in  one 
bill,  as  well  river  and  harbor  works,  as  road 
works,  impliedly  recognises  the  fact  that  they 
are  alike  branches  of  the  same  great  subject 
of  internal  improvements. 

^is  the  population,  territory,  and  wealth  of 
the  country  increased,  and  settlements  ex- 
tended into  remote  regions,  the  necessity  for 
additional  means  of  communication  impressed 
itself  upon  all  minds  with  a  force  which  had 
not  been  experienced  at  the  date  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  more  and  more 
embarrassed  those  who  were  most  anxious  to 
abstain,  scrupulously,  from  any  exercise  of 
doubtful  power.  Hence  the  recognition,  in 
the  messages  of  Presidents  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  of  the  eminent  desirable- 
ness of  such  works,  with  admission  that  some 
of  them  could  lavrfully  and  should  be  con- 
ducted by  the  general  government,  but  with 
obvious  uncertamty  of  opinion  as  to  the  line 
between  such  as  are  constitutional  and  such 
as  are  not;  such  as  ought  to  receive  appro- 
priations from  Congress,  and  such  as  ought 
to  be  consigned  to  private  enterprise,  or  the 
legislation  of  the  several  states. 

This  uncertainty  has  not  been  removed  by 
the  practical  working  of  our  institutions  in 
later  times;  for  although  the  acquisition  of 
additional  territory,  and  the  application  of 
steam  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels,  have 
greatly  magnified  the  importance  of  internal 
commerce,  this  fact  has,  at  the  same  time, 
complicated  the  question  of  the  power  of  the 
general  government  over  the  present  subject. 

In  fine,  a  careful  review  of  the  opinions  of 
all  my  predecessors,  and  of  the  legislative  his- 
tory of  the  country,  does  not  indicate  any  fixed 
rule  by  which  to  decide  what,  of  the  infinite 
variety  of  possible  river  and  harbor  improve- 
ments, are  within  the  scope  of  the  power 
delegated  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion still  remains  unsettled.  President  cfock- 
son  conceded  the  constitutionality,  under 
suitable  circumstances,  of  the  improvement 
of  rivers  and  harbors  tlirough  the  agency 
of  Congress;  and  President  Polk  admitted 
the  propriety  of  the  establishment  and  sup- 
port, by  appropriations  from  the  treasury,  of 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  other  im- 

Krovements,  within  the  bays,  inlets,  and  har- 
ors  of  the  ocean  and  lake  coasts  immediately 
connected  with  forei^  commerce. 

But,  if  the  distinction  thus  made  rests  upon 
the  differences  between  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce,  it  cannot  be  restricted  thereby  to 
the  bays,  inlets,  and  harbors  of  the  oceans 
And  lakes,  because  foreign  commerce  has 
already  penetr^ed  thoosaiids  of  miles  into  the 
iofterior  of  the  oontinent  by  means  of  our 
gratt  riy«rs,  mod  will  ooiitii&iia  ao  to  extend 


itself  witli  the  pioffress  of  tettlemeDt,  until  it 
reaches  the  limit  of  navigability. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constita- 
tion,  the  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  now 
teeming  with  population,  and  supplying  almost 
boundless  resources,  was  literaily  an  unex- 
plored wilderness.  Our  advancement  has  out- 
stripped even  the  most  saneuine  anticijMttions 
of  tne  fathers  of  the  republic ;  and  it  illus- 
trates  the  fact,  that  no  rule  is  admissible 
which  undertakes  to  discriminate,  so  iar  as 
regards  river  and  harbor  improvements,  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  coasts,  and  the 
great  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  interior  regions 
of  North  America.  Indeed,  it  is  quite  errone- 
ous to  suppose  that  any  such  discrimination 
has  over  existed  in  the  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment. To  the  contrary  of  which,  is  the  signifi- 
cant fact  before  stated,  that  when,  after  al>- 
staining  from  all  such  appropriations  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  Congress  entered  upon  the 
policy  of  improving  the  navigation  of  rivers 
and  harbors,  it  commenced  vhth  the  riverr 
Mississippi  and  Ohio. 

The  Cfongress  of  the  Union,  adopting,  in  this 
respect,  one  of  the  ideas  of  that  of  the  Confede- 
ration, has  taken  heed  to  declare,  from  time 
to  time,  as  occasion  required,  either  in  acts  for 
disposing  of  the  public  lands  in  the  territories, 
or  in  acts  for  admitting  new  states,  that  all 
navigable  rivers  within  the  same  '*  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  and  remain  public  highways." 

Out  of  this  condition  of  things  arose  a  ques- 
tion which,  at  successive  periods  of  our  public 
annals,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  best 
minds  in  the  Union.  This  question  is,  what 
waters  are  public  navigable  waters  so  as  not 
to  be  of  state  character  and  jurisdiction,  but 
of  federal  iurisdiction  and  character,  in  the 
intent  of  the  Constitution  and  of  Congress? 
A  proximate,  but  imperfect,  answer  to  this 
important  question  is  furnished  by  the  acts 
of  Congress  and  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  defining  the  con- 
stitutional limits  of  the  maritime  jurisdiction 
of  the  general  government.  That  jurisdiction 
is  entirely  independent  of  the  revenue  power. 
It  is  not  derivea  from  that,  nor  is  it  measured 
thereby. 

In  that  act  of  Congress  which,  in  the  first 
year  of  the  government,  organized  our  judicial 
system,  and  which,  whether  we  look  to  the 
subject,  the  comprehensive  wisdom  with  which 
it  was  treated,  or  the  deference  with  which  its 
provisions  have  come  to  be  regarded,  is  only 
second  to  the  Constitution  itself, — there  is  a 
section  in  which  the  statesmen  who  framed 
the  Constitution  have  placed  on  record  their 
construction  of  it  in  tnis  matter.  It  enacts 
that  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
"  shall  have  exclusive  cognisance  of  all  civil 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction, 
including  all  seixures  under  the  law  of  impost* 
navigation,  or  trade  of  the  United  States,  when 
the  seixures  are  made  on  waters  which  are  nayi 
gable  from  the  sea  by  vessels  of  ten  or  mors 
tons  burden,  within  tneir  respectiye  distrieti, 
asweUasaponthehii^Beat.''  InthiieotSDi-' 
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nqi  inifle  ol  imj^sMtion,  tliat  oalioDilitj  of 
inriiiliotioii  is  limited  to  tbe  sea,  or  eren  to 
fideiwiiten,  Tbe  law  is  marked  by  a  sag*- 
dou  mrebennon  of  the  Bust  that  the  great 
J^ki^a  aM  the  Mimineippi  were  naTigable  wa- 
IHW  of  the  United  Statea  even  then,  before  the 
iwqniiition  of  Louisiana  had  made  whollj  our 
mm  the  territorial  greatness  of  the  west  It 
;repndiates,  oneaoiTooall j,  the  rule  of  the  oom- 
Mon  law,  aoooroing  to  whioh  the  qaeeUon  of 
.ifdiather  a  water  is  publio  na^^bie  water  or 
|loii  depends  on  whether  it  is  nit  or  no^  and 
ffaarafore,  in  a  riyer,  confines  that  quality  to 
tidewater:  a  role  resolting  from  the  geogra- 
pluoal  ooAdition  of  England,  and  applieable 
la  an  island  with  small  and  narrow  streams, 
tbe  odiy  navigable  portion  of  whioh,  for  ships, 
is  in  immediate  contact  with  the  ocean,  bat 
wholly  ini^plicable  to  the  gi[eat  inland  fresh- 
water seas  cf  America,  and  its  mighty  rivers, 
^ritfa  secondary  branches  exceeding  in  magni- 
tode  the  largest  rivers  of  Qreat  Britain. 

At  ft  later  period,  it  is  true,  that,  in  disre- 
Ipud  of  the  more  comprehensive  definition  of 
sasigability  afforded  by  that  act  of  Congress, 
tt  was  for  ft  time  held  by  many,  that  the  role 
eftablished  for  England  was  to  be  received  in 
Ae  United  States ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
ezolnde  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  general 
Upremment^  not  only  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
Msipin,  bat  also  those  of  the  great  lakes.  To 
tUs  oonstraction  it  was  with  truth  objected, 
ihia^  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  lakes,  they  are 
in  fitct  seas,  although  of  fresh  water ;  that  they 
are  the  natural  marine  communications  be- 
tween a  series  pf  populous  states,  and  between 
them  and  the  possessions  of  a  foreign  nation  ; 
that  they  are  actually  navigated  by  ships  of 
oommerce  of  the  largest  capacity ;  that  they 
had  once  been,  and  might  again  be,  the  scene  of 
foreign  war ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  doing 
violence  to  all  reason  to  undertake,  by  means  of 
an  arbitrary  doctrine  of  technical  foreign  law, 
to  exclude  such  waters  from  the  jurisdiction 
oi  the  eeneral  gjovemment  In  regard  to  the 
river  Mississippi,  it  was  obiected  that,  to  draw 
ft  line  across  that  river  at  the  point  of  ebb  and 
fiood  of  tide,  and  say  that  the  part  below  was 
public  navigable  water,  and  the  part  above 
not,  while  in  the  latter  the  water  was  at  least 
equally  deep  and  navigable,  and  its  commerce 
«s  rich  as  in  the  former,  with  numerous  ports 
of  foreign  entry  and  delivery,  was  to  sanction 
ft  distinction  artificial  and  unjust,  because  re- 
gardless of  the  real  fact  of  navigability. 

Wo  may  conceive  that  some  such  consider- 
fttions  led  to  the  enactment,  in  the  year  1845, 
of  an  act,  in  addition  to  that  of  1789,  declar- 
ing that  "  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States  shall  have,  possess,  and  exercise  the 
same  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  contract  and 
tort,  arising  in,  upon,  or  concerning  steam- 
boats, and  other  vessels  of  twenty  tons  burden 
and  upwards,  enrolled  and  licensed  for  the 
OiAKting  trade,  and  at  the  time  employed  in 
business  of  commerce  and  navigation  between 
forts  and  plaoes  in  diffiurent  stot^  and  terri- 


oonneotanK  aaia  lakes,  as  is  imw  p 

and  txeroiaed  by.thesald  eoorls  in 

the  like  steamboftts  ftnd  other  vessels 

in  navigation  and  oommerce  upon  ^ 

seas  or  tidewaters^  within  the  admiralty'  up 

jilris^otion  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  observable  that  the  aet  of  1780  mgD^ 
the  jnrisdietion  of  the  United  States  to  sn 
"  wftters  whioh  are  navigable  firom  the  mUf' 
fbr  vessels  of  ten  tons  burden ;  and  thai  of 
1845  extends  the  jurisdiction  to  MiroUed  t«Mb 
of  twenty  tons  harden,  on  flie  lakes,  and.nis- 
vigable  waters  connecting  said  lakes,  thoo^ 
not  waters  navigable  fhmi  the  ste,  provided 
such  vessels  be  employed  between  pUoee  ib 
different  states  and  territories. 

Thus  it  appears  that  these  provisions  of  Iftii^ 
in  effect,  prescribe  conditions  by  whioh  to  da- 
termine  whetiier  any  waters  are  publio  Bftvi* 
sable  waters,  sulgect  to  the  authority  of  the 
federal  government.  The  oonditkms  inehi& 
all  waters,  whether  salt  or  fresh,  and  whefber 
of  sea,  lake,  or  river,  provided  t^y  be  c^pdtilfi 
of  navigation  by  vessels  of  a  certain  tonnag^ 
and  for  commerce,  either  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries,  or  between  ftnj 
two  or  more  of  we  states  or  territories  of  tlM 
Union.  This  excludes  water  wholly  wHUb 
any  particular  state,  and  not  used  M  this 
means  of  commercial  communication  wit^  any 
other  state,  and  subject  to  be  improved  or  <£- 
structed,  at  will,  by  the  state  within  whidi  It 
msy  happen  to  be.    ^ 

The  constitutionality  of  these  providbns  of 
statute  has  been  called  in  question.  Thar 
constitutionality  has  been  maintained,  how^ 
ever,  by  repeated  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are^ 
therefore,  the  law  of  the  land  by  the  concur- 
rent act  df  the  legislative,  the  executive,  and 
the  judicial  departments  of  the  government. 
Regarded  as  affording  a  criterion  of  what  is 
navigable  water,  and  as  such  subject  to  the 
maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  of  Congress,  these  acts  are  objectionable 
in  this,  that  the  rule  of  navigability  is  an 
arbitrary  one ;  that  Congress  may  repeal  the 
present  rule,  and  adopt  a  new  one ;  and  that 
thus  a  legislative  definition  will  be  able  to  re- 
strict or  enlarge  the  limits  of  constitutional 
power.  Yet  this  variableness  of  standard 
seems  inherent  in  the  nature  of  things.  At 
any  rate,  neither  the  first  Congress,  composed 
of  Iho  statesmen  of  tlie  era  when  the  Consti- 
tution was  adopted,  nor  any  subsonuent  Con- 
gress, has  afforded  us  the  means  or  attaining 
grcaterprecision  of  construction  as  to  this  pan 
of  the  (Jonstitution. 

This  refiection  may  serve  to  relieve  frum 
undeserved  reproach  an  idea  of  one  of  the 
greatest  men  of  the  republic,  President  Jack- 
son. He,  seeking  amid  all  the  difficulties  of 
the  subject  for  some  practical  rule  of  action  in 
regard  to  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  rivers  andf  harbors,  prescribed  for  his  own 
oflicial  conduct  the  rule  of  confining  snoh  ft|^ 
proprifttions  to  "phhces  below  the  ports  of 
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entry  or  delivery  established  by  law/'    He 

Baw  clearly,  as  tne  authors  of  the  above-men- 
tioned acts  of  1789  and  1845  did,  that  there  is 
no  inflexible  natural  line  of  discrimination 
between  what  is  national  and  what  local,  by 
means  of  which  to  determine  absolutely  and 
unerringly  at  what  point  on  a  river  the  juris- 
diction ot  the  United  States  shall  end.  lie 
perceived,  and  of  course  admitted,  that  the 
Constitution,  while  conferring  on  the  general 
government  some  power  of  action  to  render 
navigation  safe  and  easy,  had  of  necessity  left 
to  Congress  much  of  discretion  in  this  matter. 
He  confided  in  the  patriotism  of  Congress  to 
exercise  that  discretion  wisely,  not  permitting 
himself  to  suppose  it  possible  that  a  port  of 
entry  or  delivery  woula  ever  be  established  bv 
law  for  the  express  and  only  purpose  of  evad- 
ing the  Constitution. 

It  remains,  therefore,  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  measure  of  discretion  in  the  exer- 
cise by  Congress  of  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and 
also  that  of  the  legitimate  responsibility  of  the 
executive  in  the  same  relation. 

In  matters  of  legislation  of  the  most  un- 
questionable constitutionality,  it  is  always 
material  to  consider  what  amount  of  pubUo 
money  shall  be  appropriated  for  any  particular 
object.  The  same  consideration  applies  with 
au^ented  force  to  a  class  of  appropriations 
which  are  in  their  nature  peculiarly  prone  to 
run  to  excess,  and  which,  oeing  made  in  the 
exercise  of  incidental  powers,  have  intrinsic 
tendency  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  constitu- 
tionality. 

If  an  appropriation  for  improving  the  navi- 
gability 01  a  river,  or  deepening  or  protecting 
a  harbor,  have  reference  to  military  or  naval 
purposes,  then  its  rightfulness,  whether  in 
amount  or  in  the  objects  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied, depends,  manifestly,  on  the  military  or 
naval  exigency ;  and  the  subject-matter  affords 
its  own  measure  of  legislative  discretion.  But 
if  the  appropriation  for  such  an  object  have 
no  distinct  relation  to  the  military  or  naval 
wants  of  the  country,  and  is  wholly,  or  even 
mainly,  intended  to  promote  the  revenue  from 
commerce,  then  the  very  vagueness  of  the  pro- 
posed purpose  of  the  expenditure  constitutes 
a  perpetual  admonition  oi  reserve  and  caution. 
Through  disregard  of  this,  it  is  undeniable 
that,  in  many  cases,  appropriations  of  this 
nature  have  been  made  unwisely,  without  ac- 
complishing beneficial  results  commensurate 
with  the  cost,  and  sometimes  for  evil,  rather 
than  gooil,  independently  of  their  dubious  re- 
lation to  the  Constitution. 

Among  the  radical  changes  of  the  course 
of  legislation  in  these  matters,  which,  in  mv 
judgment,  the  public  interest  demands,  one  is 
a  return  to  the  primitive  idea  of  Congress, 
which  required  in  this  class  of  public  works, 
as  in  all  others,  a  conveyance  ot  the  soil,  and 
a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  to  the  United 
States.  I  think  this  condition  ought  never  to 
have  been  waived  in  the  case  of  any  harbor 
improvement  of  a  permanent  nature,  as  where 


piers,  jettees,  sea-walls,  and  other  like  woite 
are  to  be  constructed  and  maintained.  It 
would  powerfully  tend  to  counteract  endeavors 
to  obtain  appropriations  of  a  local  character, 
and  chiefiy  calculated  to  promote  individual 
interests.  The  want  of  such  a  provision  is 
the  occasion  of  abuses  in  regard  to  exisfing 
works,  exposing  them  to  private  encntach- 
ment  without  sufficient  means  of  redress  by 
law.  Indeed  the  absence,  in  such  cases,  of  a 
cession  of  jurisdiction,  has  constituted  one  of 
the  constitutional  objections  to  appropriations 
of  this  class.  It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  any 
sufficient  reason  for  requiring  it  in  the  case 
of  arsenals  or  forts,  which  does  not  equally 
apply  to  all  other  public  works ;  if  to  be  con- 
structed and  maintained  by  Congress  in  the 
exercise  of  a  constitutional  power  of  appro- 
priation, they  should  be  brought  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  another  measure  of  precaution,  in 
regard  to  such  appropriations,  which  seems  to 
me  to  be  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. It  is,  to  make  appropriation  for  every 
work  in  a  separate  bill,  so  that  each  one  shall 
stand  on  its  own  independent  merits ;  and  if 
it  pass,  shall  do  so  under  circumstances  of 
legislative  scrutiny,  entitling  it  to  be  re^rded 
as  of  general  interest,  and  a  proper  subject  of 
charge  on  the  treasury  of  the  Union, 

During  that  period  of  time  in  which  the 
country  had  not  come  to  look  to  Congress  for 
appropriations  of  this  nature,  several  of  the 
states,  whose  productions  or  geographical  po- 
sition invited  foreign  commerce,  had  entered 
upon  plans  for  the  improvement  of  their  har- 
bors by  themselves,  and  through  means  of 
support  drawn  directly  from  that  commerce, 
in  virtue  of  an  express  constitutional  power, 
needing  for  its  exercise  only  the  permission 
of  Congress.  Harbor  improvements  thus  eon- 
structed  and  maintained,  the  expenditures 
upon  them  being  defrayed  by  the  ve¥y  facili- 
ties they  afford,  are  a  voluntary  charge  on 
those  only  who  see  fit  to  avail  themselves  of 
such  facilities,  and  can  be  justly  complained 
of  by  none.  On  the  other  hand,  so  long  as 
these  improvements  are  carried  on  by  appro- 
priations from  the  treasury,  the  benefits  will 
continue  to  inure  to  those  alone  who  enjoy  the 
facilities  afforded,  while  the  expenditure  will 
be  a  burden  upon  the  whole  country,  and  the 
discrimination  adoublc  injury  to  places  equally 
requiring  improvement,  but  not  equally  favor- 
ed by  appropriations. 

These  considerations,  added  tc  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  whole  question,  amply  suffice 
to  suggest  the  policy  of  confining  appropria- 
tions oy  the  general  government  to  works  ne- 
cessary to  the  execution  of  its  undoubted 
powers,  and  of  leaving  all  others  to  indivi- 
dual enterprise,  or  to  the  separate  states,  tc 
be  provided  for  out  of  their  own  resources,  or 
by  recurrence  to  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  authorizes  the  states  to  lay  do* 
ties  of  tcmnage  with  the  consent  of  Congress. 

Franklin  Phrcb. 

Washington,  Dec.  30,  1854. 
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''  QlimkU  Jackhot'b  Tito  ov 
;'|  RUD  BiLu 
'^OBncTKHf*  of  tliA  Fieddent  of  fha  United 
■Mm  on  ntorning  to  tlu  Houfa  rfBeprMMi- 
tiMiw  tiw  anrolled  bill  entitled  "An  Mt 
^MBiothiBg  ■  BatNoription  of  ttoek  in  the 
Mi^firflla,  WatUngton,  Ptrii,  and  Lexington 
^JKi^Ae  Boad  Conpanj." 

<t|ka  aet  iMeh  I  an  called  npon  to  oonnder, 
ku  been  wMaed  with  »  knowledge  td  nj 
liwTi  on  tha  qneetioii,  and  theee  are  expnaa- 
•dintiietteaMge  nbtted  to.  lalhaldoeo- 
■aatthefoUowtngin^geBtiion  will  be  found: — 
'  "  After  Um  extmotaon  of  the  pabiio  debt,  it 
ii  not  probaUa  that  attjr  K|J°'tBi«nt  of  the 
MtiC^  npon  priuuplaa  NtiBfaotory  to  the  ^eo- 
nle  <tf  ue  Dnkm,  will,  until  a,  remote  penod, 
S  vrar,  leate  the  goreraoieiit  withoat  a  oon- 
rfderablo  anrpliu  in  the  tMaaui;,  beTMtd 
«hat  may  be  reqniied  for  iti  enrrent  Mrrioe. 
Aa  Umb  the  period  approaehee  when  the  ap- 
rifciitinn  of  the  reranae  to  the  pajmeht  of 
^^  will  eaaae,  the  dinnmtion  of  the  awrplae 
will  preaent  a  aaluect  for  the  aerione  delibeia- 
Haaof  CoDgre«;  and  it  nuT  be  fortunate  for 
die  eonntij  that  it  ii  yet  to  be  deeded.  Con- 
■idend  in  oonnexion  with  the  diffienltiea 
eridoh  hwre  beretofore  attended  appropria- 
liooa  Ifar  pnrpOBei  of  internal  improVeinent, 
wtd  wMi  Uuoe  iriueh  Uiu  expeiienoe  telle  oa 
will  oert^nly  ante,  wbenerer  power  om 
■neh  anbjecta  ma,j  be  ezereised  by  the  eeneral 
■mmment ;  it  u  hoped  tiiat  it  may  lead  to 
we  adoption  of  aomo  plan  which  will  recon- 
oile  the  diTonifled  intereata  of  the  states,  and 
■lengthen  the  bonda  which  uoite  tiiem. 
Every  member  of  the  Union,  in  peace  and  in 
war,  will  be  bensfiled  by  the  unprorement 
eif  inland  navigation  and  the  construction  of 
hi|diwaya  in  the  Beveral  slates.  Let  us  then 
aMeaTor  to  attain  this  benefit  in  a  mode 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  That 
hitherto  "  idonted  has  been  deprecated  u  an 
infraction  of  the  Constitntion  by  many  of  our 
fUlow  dtiaens ;  while  by  others  it  baa  been 
viewed  as  inexpedient.  All  feel  that  it  has 
been  employed  at  the  eipense  of  harmony  in 
the  legiilative  oounoila ;  and  adverting  to 
the  oonstitutional  power  of  Congresa  to  make 
irtut  I  coneider  a  proper  diopoeition  of  the 
■nrplus  revenue,  I  sutnoiu  the  following  re- 
marks :  "  To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appCEua  ' 


I,  would  be  its  apportionment 
the  sevwal  stales  aocordme  to  their  ratio 
fepreaentalion ;  and  ahonld  this  measure  i 
be  fiivnd  warranted  by  the  Oonotitntion,  that 
h  would  be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  states 


h-aon tempi  ated,  if  jnrisdictiob 
of  tba  tairiloty  which  tlie^  mny  ocuupy.  b« 
fl'fi'"*t^  aa  naeeesary  Uj  their  preaenation  and 
naa:  tbs  aaeoBd,  ae  aMtcrtint;  ihe  siiaplc  right 

apnnpnalt  VUliey  from  tlio  national  tre»- 
mxy  m  aid  of  sooh  worke  nben  undertaken 
by  ftata  aothmitj,  nuTronderine  iho  claim  of 
jnriadiolaOD.  In  the  &rm  view,  the  question 
of  power  is  an  open  one.  aod  can  bo  ileciiiol 
wilhont  the  wnbamisHment  attending  the 
other,  aiiaing  from  the  praotioe  of  tha  gmw^i 
meot.  ,• 

Althoudi  freqnoitly  and  atwrniwi Jy  <jfc 
tempted,  the  powar,  to  this  extant^  haa  MMf 
been  exenieed  t^  tha  ^oreniMnl  la  ■  iinA 
instance.  It  doee  not,  in  m;^  o^nion,  tjMani 
it,  and  no  bill,  therefim,  wluoh  admit*- 1^  oHi 
reoeive  my  offiiual  sanction.  r,' 

But,  in  the  other  view  of  thepowa^  tM 
qneation  is  diffbrentiy  sitnated.  The  gnuBa 
taken  at  an  early  p«iod  of  the  garemaiwA 
was,  "  that  whenever  nunej  Ihv  bean  niaad 
by  tiie  general  authority,  and  is  to  ba  aj 
to  a  particnlar  meaanre  -  -"— *J~.  . 
whether  the  partienlar  m  . 
enamerated  authoritiea  vested  i  _ 

If  it  be,  the  mwiej  raqniaite  fiv  it  n^y  kf 
applied  to  it;  if  not,  no  each  uplieatiok  aa^ 
b«  made."  Tha  doeninant  in  wludi  tUa  nti» 
nple  was  flret  advanced  is  of  deaewedlaMrfi 
authority,  and  should  be  held  in  grataM  i^ 
membrance  for  ila  immediate  ageaey  in  reaoB 
ing  the  oonntry  from  mwdi  exiatiu  aboMb 
ana  fur  its  eonserratiTe  efftot  npo 
the  most  ralnable  prindplee  of  Uu 
tion.  The  symmetry  snd  parity  of  Qm  fl». 
vemment  would,  doubtleas,  bave  been  better 
preserved,  if  this  reatriction  of  the  powar  ef 
appropriation  could  have  been  majntwne^ 
without  weakening  its  ability  to  fulfil  the 
leneral  objects  of  its  institution:  an  idbeteo 
likely  to  attend  its  admissian,  notwithetand. 
ing  its  appu«nt  fitness,  that  every  snbaeqaent 
administration  of  tha  government,  embraoii^ 
a  period  of  thirty  ont  of  the  for^-two  yeara 
'  "    exiBt«nee,  has  adopted  a  more  enlargtd 


ititntional  powec  of  I 


■Dvammei 

MHnalii  . 

wfaitirfTinr)  tta  ua^  aa  baariac  apon  the 

imnter  of  tka  iMM  wMte  i£w  liBiti 


have  two  examples  of  the  exercise  of  the  ri^t 
of  appropriation,  which,  in  the  oonsideratton 
that  led  to  their  adoption  and  in  thmr  efleots 
npon  the  public  mind,  have  had  a  (jiaatoi- 
agency  in  marking  the  oharacler  of  the  power, 
tUD  any  snbsequent  events.  I  allude  to  the 
payment  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the 


land  Koad;    the  latter   act  deriving  nnofa 


gbal  members  of  the  oonfoderat^,  expreaaed 
Uuraagh  their  respective  le^slatoree.  AUhoocb 
the  cironmstanees  of  the  latter  eaaa  may  be 
euoh  as  to  deprive  ao  nndi  of  it  aa  ralataa  to 
the  aotnal  constmction  of  the  mad,  of  tka 
force  of  an  obligatory  oxmaitiaa  tit  the  Ooa- 
^■^^._  ■.  ^^^  navarUMlMib  ba  aliriMd 
aa  tha  mm  i||fi|di*[aft.rf 
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money  Is  eoncemed,  th^  present  the  prinoi- 
ple  in  its  most  imposing  aspect.  No  less  than 
twenty-three  difforent  laws  have  been  passed 
through  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  ap- 
propriating upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars 
out  of  the  national  treasury  in  support  of  that 
improvement,  with  the  approbation  of  every 
President  of  the  United  States,  including  my 
predecessor,  since  its  commencement.  *  *  * 

Independently  of  the  sanction  given  to  ap- 
propriations for  the  Cumberland  and  other 
roads  and  objects,  under  this  power,  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Madison  was  characterized 
by  an  act  which  furnishes  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  his  opinion  of  its  extent  A  bill  was 
passed  througn  both  houses  of  Congress,  and 
presented  for  his  approval,  **  setting  apart  and 
pledging  certain  funds  for  constructing  roads 
and  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of 
watercourses,  in  order  to  feusilitate,  promote, 
and  give  security  to  internal  commerce  among 
the  several  states ;  and  to  render  more  easy, 
and  less  expensive,  the  means  and  provisions 
for  the  common  defence."  Regarding  the  bill 
as  asserting  a  power  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  construct  roads  and  canals  within 
the  limits  of  the  states  in  which  they  were 
made,  he  objected  to  its  passage,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  declaring 
uiat  the  assent  of  the  respective  states,  in  the 
mode  provided  by  the  bill,  could  not  confer 
the  power  in  question ;  that  the  only  cases  in 
which  the  consent  and  cession  of  particular 
states  can  extend  the  power  of  Congress,  are 
those  specified  and  provided  for  in  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and  superaading  to  these  avowals,  his 
opinion,  that  "  a  restriction  of  the  power  *  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,'  to  cases  which  are  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  expenditure  of  money,  would  still  leave 
within  the  legislative  power  of  Congress,  all 
the  great  and  most  impdrtant  measures  of  go- 
vernment, money  being  the  ordinary  and  ne- 
cessary means  of  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion.'' I  have  not  been  able  to  consider  these 
declarations  in  any  other  point  of  view,  than 
as  a  concession  that  the  right  of  appropriation 
is  not  limited  by  the  power  to  carry  into  effect 
the  measure  for  whicn  the  money  is  asked,  as 
was  formerly  contended. 

The  views  of  Mr.  Monroe  upon  this  subject, 
were  not  left  to  inference.  During  his  ad- 
ministration a  bill  was  passed  through  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  conferring  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  prescribing  the  mode  by  which  the 
federal  government  should  exercise  it  in  the 
case  of  the  Cumberland  Koad.  He  returned 
it  with  objections  to  its  passage,  and  in  assign- 
ing them,  took  occasion  to  say,  that  in  Uie 
early  stages  of  the  government,  he  had  in- 
clined to  the  construction  that  it  had  no  right 
to  expend  money,  except  in  the  performance 
of  acts  authorized  by  the  other  specific  grants 
of  power,  according  to  a  strict  construction  of 
them ;  but  that,  on  further  reflection  and  ob- 
servation, his  mind  had  undergone  a  change ; 
that  his  opinion  then  was,  **that  Congress 
havi  unlimited  power  to  nuM  moneys  and 


that,  in  its  appropriation,  they  have  a  dkore* 
tionary  power,  restricted  only  by  the  daijy  to 
appropriate  it  to  purposes  of  common  defence^ 
and  ot  general,  not  local,  national,  nor  state 
benefit ;''  and  tiiis  was  avowed  to  be  the  so^ 
vending  principle  through  the  residue  of  nia 
administration.  The  views  of  the  last  admi> 
nistration  are  of  such  recent  date  as  to  render 
a  particular  reference  to  them  unnecessary; 
It  IS  well  known  that  the  appropriating  power, 
to  the  utmost  extent  which  had  been  claimed 
for  it,  in  relation  to  internal  improvements^ 
was  fully  recognised  and  exercised  by  it. 

This  brief  reference  to  known  fiausts,  will  he 
sufficient  to  show  the  difficulty,  if  not  imprao- 
ticability,  of  bringing  back  tne  operations  of 
the  government  to  the  oonstruction  of  the 
Constitution  set  up  in  1798,  assuming  that  to 
be  its  true  reading,  in  relation  to  the  power 
under  consideration :  thus  giving  an  admoni- 
tory proof  of  the  force  of  implication,  and  tho 
necessity  of  guarding  the  Constitution  with. 
sleepless  vigiutnce,  against  the  authority  of 
precedents  which  have  not  the  sanction  of  its 
most  plainly  defined  powers.  For,  althoa^ 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  look  to  that  sacred  in* 
strument,  instead  of  the  statute  book,  to  re- 
pudiate at  all  times,  encroachments  upon  its 
spirit,  which  are  too  apt  to  be  effected  oy  the 
conjecture  of  peculiar  and  facilitating  circum- 
stances; it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  publio 
good  and  the  nature  of  our  political  insti-> 
tutions  require,  that  individual  differences 
should  yield  to  a  well  settied  acquiescence  of 
the  people  and  confederated  authorities,  ia 
particular  constructions  of  the  Constitution 
on  doubtful  points.  Not  to  concede  this  much 
to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  would  impcur 
their  stability,  and  defeat  the  objects  of  the 
Constitution  itself. 

The  bill  before  mc  does  not  call  for  a  more 
definite  opinion  upon  the  particular  circum- 
stances wnich  will  warrant  appropriations  of' 
money  by  Congress,  to  aid  works  of  internal 
improvement,  for  although  the  extension  of 
the  power  to  apply  money  beyond  that  of 
carrying  inti)  effect  the  object  for  which  it  ia 
appropriated,  has,  as  we  have  seen,  been  long 
Claimed  and  exercised  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment, yet  such  grants  have  always  been  pro- 
fessedly under  the  control  of  the  ^neral  prin- 
ciple, that  the  works  which  might  be  thus 
aided,  should  be  "  of  a  general,  not  local — na- 
tional, not  state"  character.  A  disregard  of 
this  distinction  would  of  necessity  lead  to  the 
subversion  of  the  federal  system.  That  even 
this  is  an  unsafe  one,  arbitrary  in  its  nature, 
and  liable,  consequentiy,  to  groat  abuses,  is 
too  obvious  to  require  the  confirmation  of  ex- 
perience. It  is,  however,  sufficiently  definit^S 
and  imperative  to  my  mind,  to  forbid  my  ap- 
probation of  einj  bill  having  the  character  w 
the  one  under  consideration.  I  have  given 
its  provisions  all  the  reflection  demanded  by 
a  just  re^d  for  the  interests  of  those  of  our 
fellow-citizens  who  have  desired  its  passaflB^ 
and  by  the  respect  which  is  due  to  a  oo-<»rair 
nate  branch  of  the  government^  bnt  I  am  not 
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MMore  of  parelr  IomI  ohmoior;  or  if  ii 
dnfRo'  ooosMlered  xuitioiial»  thai  no  fbrUier 
ditllnetlcm  between  the  appropriate  datiee  of 
the  general  and  state  goremment,  need  be 
attempted ;  for  there  can  be  no  local  interest 
that  maj  not  with  equal  propriety  be  denomi- 
nated national.  It  has  no  eonnexion  with 
fliij  established  system  of  impiovementa ;  u 
^sdushefy  within  the  limits  of  a  state,  start- 
if^  at  a  point  on  the  (Hiio  riyer,  and  running 
mtt  sixty  miles  to  an  interior  town ;  and  even 
isfhr  as  the  state  is  interested,  oonferrinc 
^Itflaal  instead  of  general  advantages.  *** 
-  In  the  other  Tiew  of.  the^  snlject»  and  the 
only  remaining  one  whioh  it  u  my  intention 
16  present  at  this  time,  is  inyolved  the  expe- 
djbnoy  of  embarking  in  a  system  of  internal 
BaproTement, 'without  a  previous  amendment 
df  ttie  Oonstitutimi,  explaining  and  defining 
fte  precise  powers  of  the  federal  government 
over  it:  assuming  the  right  to  amnropriate 
akmey,  to  aid  in  the  oonstruotion  <»  national 
works,  to  be  warranted  by  the  ootemporane- 
dos  and  eontinued  exposition  of  the  Constitu- 
ftm,  iti  insuftoienoy  ror  the  successful  prose- 
Aitton  of  them,  must  be  admitted  by  all 
dandid  minds.  If  we  look  to  usage  to  define 
€ie  extent  of  the  right,  that  will  be  found  so 
tariant,  and  embracing  so  much  that  has 
liaen  oveiTuled,  as  to  involve  the  whole  snb- 
jldt  in  great  uncertainty,  and  to  render  the 
execution  of  our  respective  duties  in  relation 
to  h,  replete  with  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment. It  is  in  i^gard  to  such  works,  and  the 
acquisition  of  additional  territory,  that  the 
nractice  obtained  its  first  footing.  In  most, 
if  not  all  other  disputed  questions  of  appro- 
priation, the  construction  of  the  Constitution 
may  be  regarded  as  unsettled,  if  the  right  to 
apply  money,  in  the  enumerated  cases,  is 
placed  on  the  ground  of  usage.    *    *    * 

If  it  be  the  desire  of  the  people  that  the 
agency  of  the  federal  ^vernment  should  be 
confined  to  the  appropnation  of  money,  in  aid 
of  such  undertakings,  iu  virtue  of  Uie  state 
authorities,  then  the  occasion,  the  manner, 
and  the  extent  of  the  appropriations,  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  constitutional  regula- 
tion. This  is  the  more  necessary,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  equitable.among  the  several 
states ;  promote  harmony  between  different 
sections  of  the  Union  and  their  representa- 
tives ;  preserve  other  parts  of  the  Constitution 
from  being  undermined  by  the  exercise  of 
doubtfbl  powers,  or  the  too  great  extension 
of  those  which  are  not  so,  and  protect  the 
vdUili  subject  against  the  deleterious  infiu- 
ence  of  combinations  to  carry,  by  concert, 
measures  which,  considered  by  themselves, 
laiffht  meet  but  little  countenance. 

That  a  constitutional  adjustment  of  this 

tower,  upon  equitable  principles,  is,  in  the 
ighest  aegree,  desirable,  can    scarcely  be 
doubted ;  nnr  can  it  fail  to  be  promoted  by 
•very  sincere  friend  to  the  success  of  our  poli- 
tieal  institutions.    In  no  government  are  ap- 
jmb  to  the  eonrce  of  power,  in  cases  of  real 


doabt,BMNaiiitaUrihMi1ft«arg«  Ve^^Mt 
motive  ean'  be  aarifcaed  ftt  Hie  emvelai^^ 
power  by  4m  oooetitnted  antheritiea^  «MI|^ 
thoee,  for  Whoee  benefit  it  is  to  be  fixmdmAi 
have  not  oonfiBrred  it,  and  may  not  be  wilUag. 
to  oonfiw  it  It  vronld  aeem  to  me  th#i  Uk. 
honest  applieatioii  of  the  ooneeded  fownmat. 
Uie  genml  goveniment  to  the  advneeieat. 
of  the  common  weal,  present  a  sufficient  aooMk 
to  satisfr  a  reaaonable  ambition.  The  4mr 
culty  and  supposed  impraeticabilify  of  obtniiH 
ing  an  amendment  of  the  Oonstitutioii  in  tftdft 
reSpeot,  is,  I  firmly  believe,  in  a  great  degree^ 

unfounded.    *  *       .    *  " 

In  presenting  theee  optnionB  I  have  spoken 
with  tne  freedom  and  candor  whidi  I  tho«|^ 
tbsoceanonfor  theur  expressioo  called  fi»r«  mair 
now  reepeotfuUjr  return  the  bill  which  Jua 
been  unaer  ctmnderatbn  fivr  your  further  4^ 
liberation  and  judgment. 
May  27, 1830.  AmMunr  Jaguov.    * 


SeotC,  Winfleld. 

Oir  Nativx  AmaiCANisK. 

Washington,  November  10, 184L 
Bear  Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  written,  as  yon  am 

S leased  to  add,  in  bd^f  of  several  hnndfed 
[ative  American  Republioans  of  Philadelphia. 

Not  confidentially,  but  not  for  pnblicaUon,  I 
have  already  replied  to  a  letter  firom  David  M . 
Stone,  £sq.,  of  your  city,  on  the  same  subjeot.  I 
will  write  to  you  in  lilce  manner,  and  in  haate. 
This  is  the  month  when  the  pressure  of  oAeial 
business  is  heaviest  with  me — ^leaving  scarcely 
time  for  sleep  or  exercise.  I  must  not,  how- 
ever, wholly  neglect  your  communication. 

Should  any  considerable  number  of  my 
fellow-countrymen  assign  me,  or  desire  to  ^ve 
me,  a  prominent  position  before  the  public,  I 
shall  take  time  to  methodize  my  views  on  the 
great  questions  you  have  proposed.  Those 
views  have  their  origin  in  the  stormy  elections 
of  the  spring  of  1835,  and  were  confirmed  in 
the  week  that  the  Harrison  electors  were 
chosen  in  New  York.  On  both  occasions  I 
was  in  that  city,  and  heard  in  the  streets, 
'*  Down  with  the  natives."  It  was  heard  in 
almost  every  group  of  foreigners,  as  the  signal 
for  rallyinf^  and  outrage. 

Fired  with  indignation,  two  friends  sat 
down  with  me  in  my  parlor  at  the  Astor 
House  (November,  1840),  to  draw  up  an  ad- 
dress, designed  to  rally  an  American  party. 

The  day  after  tlie  election  I  set  out  for  the 
South,  and  have  never  known  precisely  why 
our  appeal  was  not  published.  Probably  the 
election  of  Qeneral  Harrison  rendered  the 
publication  at  that  time  unnecessary  in  the 
opinion  of  my  two  friends. 

I  now  hesitate  between  extending  the  pe- 
riod of  residence  before  naturalisation,  ana  a 
total  repeal  of  all  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject—my mind  inclines  to  the  latter. 

Concurriiig  fully  in  the  principles  of  the 
Philadelphia  movement,  I  should  prefer  ae- 
suming  the  name  of  Ameriean  Bflpublioai^  JM 
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in  New  York,  or  Demooratic  Americans,  as  1 
should  respectfully  suggest.  Brought  up  in 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution — of  Jefferson, 
Madison,  &c. — under  whom  in  youth  I  com- 
menced life,  I  have  always  been  called,  I  have 
ever  professed  myself,  a  Republican,  or  Whig, 
which  with  me  was  the  same  thing.  Demo- 
cratic Americans  would  include  all  good  na- 
tive citizens  devoted  to  our  country  and  insti- 
tutions ;  would  not  drive  from  us  naturalized 
citizens  who  by  long  residence  have  become 
identified  with  us  in  feeling  and  interest. 

I  am  happy  to  see  by  the  Philadelphia 
National  American,  that  religion  is  to  be  ex- 
cluded as  a  party  element.  Staunch  Protest- 
ant as  I  am,  both  by  birth  and  conviction,  I 
shall  never  consent  to  a  party  or  state  reli- 
gion. Religion  is  too  sacred  to  be  mingled 
with  either.  It  should  always  be  kept  be- 
tween each  individual  and  his  GKmI,  except  in 
the  wa^  of  reason  and  eentle  persuasion — as 
in  family  churches  and  other  occasions  of 
voluntary  attendance  (after  years  of  discre- 
tion), or  reciprocal  consent. 

Wishing  success  to  the  great  work  which 
you  and  other  patriots  have  happily  set  on 
foc^  I  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  fellow- 
oitizen,  Winfield  Scott. 

To  (George  Washin^n  Reed,  Esq.,  and 
others,  Philadelphia. 


Washmgton,  Ma^r  29,  1848. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  kind  letter  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that, 
grateful  for  the  too  partial  estimate  you  place 
on  my  public  services,  you  do  me  no  more 
than  justice  in  assuming  that  I  entertain 
**kind  and  liberal  views  towards  our  natu- 
ralized citizens."  Certainly,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  recommend  or  support  any 
measure  intended  to  exclude  them  from  a  just 
and  full  participation  in  all  civil  and  political 
rights  now  secured  to  them  by  our  republican 
laws  and  institutions.  It  is  true  tnat  in  a 
season  of  unusual  excitement,  some  vears  ago, 
when  both  parties  complained  of  fraudulent 
practices  in  the  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
and  when  there  seemed  to  be  danger  that 
native  and  adopted  citizens  would  be  per- 
manently arrayed  against  each  other  in  hostile 
fiictions,  I  was  inclined  to  concur  in  the 
opinion,  then  avowed  by  many  leading  states- 
men, that  some  modification  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws  might  be  necessary  in  order  to  pre- 
vent abuses,  allav  strife,  and  restore  harmony 
between  the  difilerent  classes  of  our  people. 
But  later  experience  and  reflection  have  en- 
tirely removed  this  impression,  and  dissipated 
my  apprehensions. 

In  my  recent  campaign  in  Mexico  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  men  under  my  com- 
mand were  your  countrymen  (Irish),  Germans, 
Ao.,  I  witnessed  with  admiration  their  seal, 
fidelity,  and  valor  in  maintaining  our  flag  in 
the  face  of  every  danger.  Vying  with  each 
other,  and  our  native-born  soldiers  in  the  same 
tanks,  in  patrioiisiii,  oonttancy,  and  heioie 
daring,  I  waa  happy  to  call  tluai  brothen  in 


the  field,  as  I  shall  always  be  to  salute  them, 
as  ooun^men  at  home. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem,  yonza 
truly,  WiNPULi)  Sgott. 

Wm.  £.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Lkttxr  ov  Aocsftanck  of. 

Washington,  June  24, 1852. 

Sir :  I  have  had  the  honortoreceive  from  your 
hands  the  official  notice  of  my  '*  unanimous 
nomination  as  the  Whig  candidate  for  tha 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  "  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  convention,  expressing  their  opinions 
upon  some  of  the  most  prominent  questions  of 
national  policy.'' 

This  great  distinction,  conferred  by  a  numer- 
ous, intelligent,  and  patriotic  body,  renresenl* 
ing  millions  of  my  countrymen,  sinas  deep 
into  my  heart;  and  remembering  that  verj 
eminent  names  which  were  before  the  oon- 
vention  in  amicable  competition  with  my  own, 
I  am  made  to  feel  oppressively  the  weight  of 
responsibility  belonging  to  my  new  position. 

Not  having  written  a  word  to  procure  this 
distinction,  1  lost  not  a  moment,  after  it  had 
been  conferred,  in  addressing  a  letter  to^e 
of  your  members  to  signify  what  would  be,  at 
the  proper  time,  the  substance  of  my  reply  to 
the  convention ;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
repeat,  in  a  more  formal  manner,  as  the  occa- 
sion justly  demands,  that  I  accept  the  nomina- 
tion, with  the  resolutions  annexed. 

The  political  principles  and  measures  laid 
down  in  those  resolutions  ore  so  brood  that 
but  littlo  is  left  for  me  to  add.  I  therefore 
barely  suggest,  in  this  place,  that  should  I,  by 
the  partiality  of  my  countrymen,  be  elevated 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  Union,  I  shall 
be  ready,  in  my  connexion  with  Congress,  to 
recommend  or  to  approve  of  measures  in  regard 
to  the  management  of  the  public  domain  so  as 
to  secure  an  early  settlement  of  the  same 
favorable  to  actual  settlers,  but  consistent 
nevertheless  with  a  due  regard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  whole  American  people  in  that 
vast  national  inheritance ;  and  als^i  to  recom- 
mend or  approve  of  a  single  alteration  in  our 
naturalization  laws,  suggested  hj  my  military 
experience,  viz. :  giving  to  all  foreigners  the 
right  of  citizenship  who  shall  faithfully  serve 
in  time  of  war  one  year  on  board  of  our  public 
ships,  or  in  our  land  forces,  regular  or  volun- 
teer, on  their  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service. 

In  regard  to  the  general  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration, if  elect^,  I  should  of  course  look 
among  those  who  ma^  approve  that  policy  for 
the  agents  to  carrjr  it  into  execution ;  and  I 
should  seek  to  cultivate  harmonyand  frater- 
nal sentimente  throughout  the  Whig  parfy, 
without  attempting  to  reduce  its  memDers  by 
proscription  to  exact  conformity  to  my  own 
views.  But  I  should,  at  the  same  time,  be 
rigorous  in  regard  to  qualifications  for  office-^- 
retaining  and  appointing  no  one  either  defi- 
cient in  capacity  or  integrity,  or  in  devotion 
to  libcorty,  to  the  Constitution  an  I  the  Unknu 
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tWMO  the  difiWnt  qaarten  of  our  broad 
caaotrj  is  Maential  bi  the  present  and  future 
mtereits  of  the  Tepublio,  and  with  a  devotioii 
to  those  iutereata  tnat  can  know  do  South  and 
no  North,  I  should  neither  countenance  nop 
tolerate  anj  soililian,  disorder,  faction,  or 
resistance  to  tbs  law  or  the  Union,  on  anj 
pretext,  in  any  part  of  the  laod  ;  and  I  should 
carrf  into  the  civil  administration  this  one 
principle  of  military  codnuct — obedience  to  the 
legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  govern- 
ment,  each  in  its  oonstitnttoDal  sphere — Bav~ 
ingonlj,  in  respect  to  the  legislature,  the  pos- 
sible resort  to  the  reto  power — always  to  ba 
most  oauttouslj  exorcised,  and  under  the 
strictest  restraints  and  necessities. 

Finally,  for  my  strict  adherence  to  the  prin~ 
oiples  of  the  Whig  party  as  expressed  in  the 
leaolutions  of  the  convention,  and  herein  sug- 
gected,  with  a  sincere  and  carDeat  purpose  t« 
advance  the  grcntness  and  happiness  of  the 
republic,  and  thus  to  cherish  and  encourage 
the  oause  of  constitutional  liberty  throughout 
the  world — avoiding  every  act  and  thought 
that  might  involve  uur  country  in  an  unjust  or 
UDDeoessary  war,  or  impair  tlie  faith  of  trea- 
ties and  discountenancing  all  political  agita- 
tion injurious  to  the  interests  of  sucicty  and 
daDeeroue  to  the  Union — I  can  offer  no  other 
pledge  or  guarantee  than  the  known  incidents 
of  a  long  public  life,  now  undergoing  the 
Mverest  examination. 

Feeling  myself  highly  fortunate  in  my  aa- 
■ociate  on  the  ticket,  and  with  a  lively  sense 
of  my  obligations  to  the  uonvention  and  to 
your  personal  courtesieii,  I  have  tlio  honor  to 
remain,  sir,  with  great  evtccra,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  IViNFiEi-D  Si.x)tt. 

To  the  lion.  J.  0.  Chnpmuu,  President  of 
the  Whig  Nutionikl  Cunvention. 


Views  op  Daniel  Webi 

Dei-autuen-t  or  State,       > 
WaM„!/lon.  March  28.  1843.  J 

•  •  *  •  I  pnipced  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  the  tiling  itsci)',  and  to  cuusiiler  what 
these  acts  are  irhich  the  Brilinh  tcovemment 
insists  its  craiscr^  have  the  right  to  p<-rform, 
and  to  what  connrcincnci^H  they  naturally  and 
necessarily  tend.  A[i  eminent  member  iif  the 
House  of  Ciimmons  thus  Htaluii  the  liritish 
claim,  and  his  Mtatemciit  is  acimicsceil  in  and 
adopted  bv  the  first  Miniatcr  of  liia  Crown  ; 

"  The  claim  of  tliis  country  is  fljr  the  right 
of  our  cruisers  to  aficrtnin  whether  a  mer- 
chant vessel  Is  justly  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag  which  she  may  happen  to  have 
hoisted,  such  vessel  being  in  circnmstances 
which  rendered  her  llnMe  to  the  suspicion, 
first,  that  sbe  was  nut  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag :  and,  nBw.ndly,  if  not  entitled 
to  it.  she  wo!'.  either  under  the  Inw  of  nations 
or  the  provioiuus  of  treaties,  subject  to  the  su- 
pervision and  control  of  uur  cruisers."* 


■  Mr.  Wood.  B0>  Sir  Ghuit*  Wsod,  CbsBMllor  of  tha 


Now,  the  qaeation  it,  (y  wAof  iMtM  ii  tkii 
aseertainmeat  to  be  effected  T 

Aj  we  understand  the  general  and  aaltled 
rules  of  pabiio  law  in  respect  to  ships  of  wmr 
sailing  under  the  authonty  of  their  Kovem- 
ment  "to  arrest  pirates  and  other  publia  ot- 
fenders,"  there  is  uo  reason  why  they  ibaj 
not  approach  any  vessels  descried  at  sea  fui 
the  purpose  of  ascBrtaining  their  real  cbaTa4>- 
ters.  such  a  right  of  approach  seems  iiidi» 
pensable  for  the  fair  and  discreet  exercise  of 
their  authority  ;  and  the  use  of  it  cannot  ba 
justly  deemed  indicative  of  any  design  to  in- 
sult or  injure  those  thev  approach  or  to  im- 
pede them  in  their  lawful  commerce.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  as  clear  that  no  ship  is,  under 
such  circumstances,  bound  to  lie  by,  or  wuit 
the  approach  of  any  other  ship.  She  is  at  full 
liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage  in  her  own  wa^, 
and  to  use  all  necessary  precautions  to  avoid 
any  suspected  sinister  enterprise  or  hostile  at- 
tack. Uer  right  to  tbe  free  use  of  the  ocean 
ie  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  other  shin.  An 
entire  equality  is  presumed  to  exist.  She  boi 
n  right  to  consult  her  own  safety,  but  at  the 
same  time  she  must  take  cure  nut  to  violate 
tbe  rights  of  others.  She  may  use  any  pre- 
cautions dictated  by  the  prudence  or  fears  of 
her  officers,  either  as  to  delay,  or  the  progresa 
or  course  of  her  voyage;  but  she  is  not  at  li- 
berty to  inflict  injuries  upon  other  innocent 
parties  simply  because  of  conjectural  dangers. 

But  if  the  vessel  thus  approaubeil  utiempu 
to  avoid  the  vessel  approaching,  or  dues  not 
comply  with  her  commander's  order  to  send 
iiiin  her  papers  for  his  iiiKpcciion,  nor  cimsent 
'  '  '  visited  or  detained,  wliut  is  next  to  be 
?  Is  force  to  be  usedV  Am!  if  force  be 
used,  in  a  V  that  force  l>c  lawfully  repellcil! — 

)se  iiuextiiins  lead  at  once  to  the  elemental 
principle — the  esrence  of  the  liriiish  claim. 
Suppose  tlic  merchant  vessel  In  be  in  truth  an 
Americiin  vessel  engaged  in  lawful  couiuiercc^ 
and  iliul  she  does  not  choose  to  be  detained. 
SiipiHiatshtTetiiitxlhe  eiail.  Whal  ii  Ihfcome- 
:putti-e  f  In  all  i-ascs  in  which  the  belligerent 
right  of  visit  csiaW,  resistance  to  the  cxeroise 
jf  that  right  is  regarded  as  just  cause  of  con> 
denmatiun,  both  of  vosRel  and  cargo.  Is  that 
leualtv.  or  what  other  peiialtv,  tit  be  incurred 
ly  resistance  to  visit  in  time  of  peace!  Or 
suppose  that  force  be  met  liy  force,  gun  r^ 
lumed  for  gun,  and  the  commander  of  the 
jruiscr,  pr  some  of  his  seamen,  bo  killed ;  what 
description  of  offence  will  have  been  commit 
ted  I  It  would  be  said  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  cruiser,  that  he  mi.'to-.ik  the 
vessel  f  >r  a  vessel  of  Kngland,  Briizil,  or  Pol^ 
igol ;  but  dues  this  mistake  of  his  take  awaj 
from  the  American  vessel  the  right  of  self-de- 
fence 7  The  writers  of  nuibority  <Ic(.-larc  it  to 
be  a  principle  of  natural  law.  that  the  [irivi- 
Icge  of  selMcfence  exists  against  an  assailant 
nbo  mistakes  the  object  of  liis  attack  fur  an- 
ither,  whom  be  bad  the  right  to  r.ssail. 

Lord  Aberdeen  cannot  fail  tii  see,  therefore, 
irhat  serious  consei|ucnces  might  ensue  if  tt 
were  to  be  admitted  that  Out  claim  to  eiiil,  in 
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time  of  peace,  liowever  limited  or  defined, 
should  be  permitted  to  exui  €u  a  strict  matter  of 
right;  for  if  it  exist  as  a  ri^ht,  it  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  corresponding  duties  and  obligations, 
and  the  failure  to  fulfil  those  duties  would 
iiatnraily  draw  penal  consequences  after  it, 
tillv  ere  long,  it  would  become,  in  truth,  little 
lees,  or  little  other  than  the  belligerent  right  of 
search. 

If  Tisit  or  visitation  be  not  accomnanied  by 
eearch,  it  will  be,  in  most  cases,  nearly  idle. — 
A  sight  of  papers  may  be  demanded,  and  pa- 
pers may  be  produced.  But  it  is  known  that 
elaTe-traders  carry  false  papers,  and  different 
sete  of  papers.  A  searcn  for  other  papers, 
then,  must  be  made  when  suspicion  justifies 
it,  or  else  the  whole  proceeding  would  be  nu- 
gatory. In  suspicious  cases,  the  language 
and  general  appearance  of  the  crew  are  among 
the  means  of  ascertaining  the  national  char- 
acter of  the  vessel.  The  cargo  on  board,  also, 
of](en  indicates  the  country  from  which  she 
comes.  Her  log-book,  showing  the  previous 
course  and  events  of  her  voyage,  her  internal 
fitness  and  equipment,  are  aU  evidence  for 
her,  or  against  her,  on  her  allegation  of  char- 
acter. These  matters,  it  is  obvious,  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  rigorous  search. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  a  vessel  may  not  be 
called  on  to  show  her  papers,  why  does  she 
carry  papers  ?  No  doubt  she  may  be  called 
on  to  show  her  papers ;  but  the  question  is, 
where,  when,  and  by  whom  ?  Not  in  time  of 
peace,  on  the  high  seas,  where  her  rights  are 
equal  to  the  rights  of  any  other  vessel,  and 
where  none  has  a  rieht  to  molest  her.  The 
use  of  her  papers  is,  m  time  of  war,  to  prove 
her  neutrality  when  visited  by  belligerent 
cruisers ;  and  in  both  peace  and  war,  to  show 
her  national  character  and  the  lawfulness  of 
her  voyage,  in  those  ports  of  other  countries 
to  which  she  may  proceed  for  purposes  of  trade. 

It  appears  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  the  view  of  this  whole  subject 
which  is  the  most  naturally  taken,  is,  also, 
the  most  legal,  and  most  in  analogy  with 
other  cases.  British  cruisers  have  a  right  to 
detain  British  merchantmen  for  certain  pur- 
poses; and  they  have  a  right  acquired  by 
treaty,  to  detain  merchant  vessels  of  several 
other  nations  for  the  same  purposes.  But 
they  have  no  right  at  all  to  detain  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessel.  This  Lord  Aberdeen 
admits  in  the  fullest  manner.  Any  detention 
of  an  American  vessel  by  a  British  cruiser  is 
therefore  a  wiong — a  trespass;  although  it 
ma^  be  done  under  the  belief  that  she  was  a 
British  vessel,  or  that  she  belonged  to  a  na- 
tion which  had  conceded  the  right  of  such  de- 
tention to  the  British  cruisers,  and  the  tres- 
pass therefore  an  involuntary  trcHpass.  If  a 
ship-of-war,  in  thick  weather,  or  m  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  fire  upon  and  sink  a  neutral 
vessel  under  the  belief  that  she  is  an  enemy  s 
vessel,  this  is  a  tre^^pass — a  mere  wrong ;  and 
eannot  be  said  to  be  an  act  done  under  any 
ri^ty  accompanied  by  responsibility  for  dam- 


ages.   So  if  a  civil  officer  on  land  hare  pro- 
cess against  one  individual,  and  throueh  mis* 
take  arrest  another,  this  arrest  is  wholly  tor- 
tious ;  no  one  would  think  of  saying  that  it 
was  done  under  any  lawful  exercise  of  autho- 
rity, subject  only  to  responsibility,  or  that  it 
was  anything  but  a  mere  trespass,  though  an 
unintentionu  trespass.    The  municipal  law 
does  not  undertake  to  lay  down  beforehand 
any  rule  for  the  government  of  such  cases ; 
and  as  little,  in  the  opinion  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  does  the  public 
law  of  the  world  lay  down  beforehand  any 
rule  for  the  government  of  cases  of  involun- 
tary trespasses,  detentions,  and  injuries  at 
sea ;  except  that  in  both  classes  of  cases  law 
and  reason  make  a  distinction  between  inju- 
ries committed  through  mistake  and  injuries 
committed  by  design ;  the  former  being  enti- 
tled to  fair  and  just  compensation — the  latter 
demanding  exemplary  damages,   and   some- 
times   personal    punishment.     The    govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  has   frequently 
made  known  its  opinion,  which   it  now  re- 
peats, that  the  practice  of  detaining  American 
vessels,  though  subject  to  just  compensation, 
if  such  detention  afterward  turn  out  to  have 
been  without  good  cause,  however  guarded 
by  instructions,  or  however  cautiously  exer- 
cised, necessarily  leads  to  serious  inconveni- 
ence and  injury.     The  amount  of  loss  cannot 
be  always  well  ascertained.     Compensation, 
if  it  be  adequate  in  the  amount,  may  still 
necessarily  be   long  delayed ;   and  the  pen- 
dency of  such  claims  always  proves  trouble- 
some to  the  governments  of  both  countries. 
These  detentionSj  too,  frequently  irritate  indi- 
viduals, cause  warm  blood,  and  produce  no- 
thing but  ill  effects  on  the  amicable  relations 
existing  between   the  countries.    We  wish, 
therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  them,  and  to  avoid 
all  occasions  for  their  recurrence. 

On  the  whole,  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  while  it  has  not  conceded  a  mutual' 
right  of  visit  or  search,  as  has  been  done  by 
the  parties  to  the  quintuple  treaty  of  Dccem 
ber,  1841,  does  not  admit  that.,  by  the  law  and 
practice  of  nations,  there  is  any  such  thing  aa 
a  right  of  visit,  distinguished  by  tcell  known 
rxdes  and  definitions  from  the  right  of  search. 

It  does  not  admit  that  the  visit  of  American 
merchant  vessels  by  British  cruisers  is  found- 
ed on  any  right,  notwithstanding  the  cruisers 
may  suppose  such  vessels  to  be  British,  Bn^ 
zilian,  or  Portuguese.  We  cannot  but  see 
that  the  detention  and  examination  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  by  Britbh  cruisers  has  already 
led  to  consequences — and  fear  that,  if  conti* 
nued,  it  would  still  lead  to  further  conse» 
quences — highly  injurious  to  the  lawful  com* 
merce  of  the  Uuitea  States. 

At  the  same  time,  the  government  of  tha 
United  States  fully  admits  tliat  its  flag  can 
give  no  immunity  to  pirates,  nor  to  any  other 
than  to  regularly  documented  American  ves* 
sels.  It  was  upon  this  view  of  the  whole 
case,  and  with  a  firm  conviction  of  the  truth 
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of  these  sentimonts,  that  it  cheerfully  assumed  Tit\«.— hi*  BwwUency  John  H.  M«anB,  Pnrid«nt  ; 

*Va  ^»*:<v<.  »a»4.»:..«!«)   ;«  *u^  »l^«««*..r -,»<•  \V«oU  Aldrirh,  Alllnon,  Alston.  Appl»by,  Arthur.  Atklniwi, 

the  duties  contained  in  the  Ireatj  of  Wash-  ^„„,  j.  neningljr.  k.  Beiifiger:  Jr,  k.  st  i».  Beiii^M. 

ington  ;   in    the    hope  that    thereby  causes  of  Uethoa,  Botio,    llonham,    Bnokter,    Douknight.    fiff«d«iiV 

diftcultyand  of  drfferooce  might  be  altoge-  gr"dJS*^S;;;"^';!iS:;*tiniiS:"^^^^^^^ 

ther  removed,  and  that  the  two  powers  might  DeSauMar«,  Dobv.  DuBom,  &  f.  Duukin,  Dnt>ra,  lati 

be  enabled  to  act  concurrently,  cordially,  and  Kiierbe,  Kiuott,  Kngiiah,  J.  J.  E^anis  w.  Ewi.  F«nw, 

^.^    1.      11—  r        i.u                        ^          c          1     ce.  Fluley.  Frampton,  Frost,  Furman.  OadU'rry,  Oladden,  & 

effectually  for    the    suppression    of    a    traffic  e.  O^ham.  Oregg,  Gramling.  Orimball,  IJilfeler,  ilM^ 

which  both  regard  as  a  reproach  upon   the  ci-  Ilarllee,  lUrriaon,  Ilayne,  llaynsworth,  UendAnon,  Hi|^ 

vilization  of  0.e  age,  and  at  war  with  every  KrJo^aTJkSiToSli  &4''k.iriS"k:  i^ 

principle  of   humanity    and    every   Christian  mm,  Lang,  Uw.  L«hre.  LUingston.  Slackay,  Magrath,  It 

sentiment.  Martin,  J.  Martin,  J.  C.  Martin,  Ma«on,  K.  A.  MazwelLj. 

mi.           *                  i.irAi.      TT*i.i  oi.i.        1.  Maxwell,  Memminger.  Mobley,  Moon,  McAlfley,  MadMOu 

The   government   of  the  United  States   has  McBride.McllwainrNance,OBrjan. Patterson, Peay.PmSJ 

no    interest,   nor    is   it  under  the  influence  of  Plcken«,  PooIe,  Porrhor,  Presaly,  Read,  Rbatt.  Rice,  Kkb- 

4ny  opinions,  which  should  lead  it  to  desire  KJr&iih;:?.!^,^r^n'!Xii£?.\™:;.''TSl2^ 

any  derogation  of  the  authority  and  rights  of  Vanirht,  Wallace,  Malker.  D.  L.  Wardlaw.  F.  II.  Wardlaw, 

maritime   powers.      But  in   the  convictions  SSl"^' ^,**l!%,^ 'S^"Smi"Ji*Vii^^^^ 

,  .  ,    .,      ^^     .    .             ]  •     ^1                             I  •   I  Whitner.  J.  MiiUama,  J.  D.  l^Uliamf,  J.  IL  WUUaoia,  w» 

which  it  entertains  and  in  the  measures  which  smith,  WHght,  Young.— iss. 

it  has  adopted,  it  has  been  governed  solely  bv  Nats.— Momt*.  Adama,  Brockman,  Center,  Charles,  p.  s. 

•    -;«««-« ^l^«:-«.   *^  «.,r..,.^j!*   il^^o^  ..-:««r«l«*L  Duncan,  Fripp.  Goordln,  W.  Graham,  Hamilton,  L»tta,J. 

a  sincere   desire  to  support  those  principles  v.  Martin,  McBee,McC»lla,McCrady,6weua,Palii6r,p!iny, 

and  those   practices  which  it  believes   to  be  Toomer,  Trotti.— 19. 

sonformable  to  public  law,  and  favorable  to  — 

the  peace  and  harmony  of  nations.  Mr.  Calhoun's  views  relatiyi  to  Sbcbs- 

Both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  a  reniarka-  siox. 

ble  degree  of  unanimity,  have  made  express  *' That  a  state,  as  a  party  to  the  constitutional 

provisions  for  carrying  into  effect  the  eighth  compact,  has  the  right  to  secede— acting  in 

article  of  the  treaty.     An  American  squadron  the  same  capacity  in  which  it  ratified  the  Cod- 

will  immediately  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Afri-  stitution — cannot,  with  any  show  of  reason,  be 

ca.     Instructions  for  its  commander  are  in  the  denied  by  any  one  who  regards  the  Constitu- 

courso  of  preparation,  and  copies  will  l>e  fur-  tionasacompact — if  a  power  should  be  inserted 

nished  to  the  British  government;  and  the  by  the  amending  power,  which  would  radically 

President  confidently  believes  that  the  cordial  change  the  character  of  the  Constitution,  or 

concurrence  of  the  two  governments,  in  the  the  nature  of  the  system ;  or  if  the  former 

inod^  agreed  on,  will  be  more  effectual  than  should  fail  to  fulfil  the  ends  for  which  it  was 

any  efforts  yet  made  for  the  suppression  of  the  established.    This  results,  necessarily,  from 

slave  trade.  the  nature  of  a  compact — where  the  parties  to 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Lord  Aber-  it  are  sovereign ;  and,  of  course,  have  no  liigher 

deen,  and,  if  he  desire  it,  give  him  a  copy.  authority  to  which  to  api)eal.     That  the  effect 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  <fec.,  of  secession  would  bo  to  place  her  iu  the  rela- 

Daniel  Webster.  tion  of  a  foreign  stiito  to  the  othom,  is  0(iually 

Edward  Everett,  Esq.,  &c.  clear.     Nor  is  it  less  so,  that  it  would  make 

her  (not  her  citizens  individually)  rcsponsi- 

Scccssion,  Right  of.  ble  to  them  in  that  character.     All  this  re- 

TuE  convention  of  South  Carolina,  called  by  suits,  necessarily,  from  the  nature  of  a  com- 

tiie  legislature  of  that  state,  which  convened  pact  between  sovereign  parties." 

at  Columbia,  the  capital,  on  the  26th  of  April,  ^he  late  Judge  Gaston  of  N.  C.  thus  treats 

1S.)1I,  adopted  the  following  ordinance  on  the  of  the  subject  •—- 

30th  of  April : —  ti       i      r       •  x                     •                   *.'^ 

'  Throats  of  resistance,  secession,  separation. 

An  Ordinance  to  declare  the  Right  of  have  become  common  as  household  words,  in 

THIS  State  to  secede  from  the  Federal  the  wicked  and  silly  violence  of  public  de- 

Union.  claimers.     The  public  ear  is  familiarized  and 

We  the  people  of  ihe  state  of  South  Carolina,  the  public  mind  will  scKm  be  accustomed  to 

tn  coni't'n tion  assembled,  do  declare  and  ordain,  the  aetcstable  suggestions  of  disunion.     Cal- 

and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained^  That  eolations  and  conjectures — what  may  the  Elast 

South  Carolina,  in  the  exercise  of  her  sovc-  do  without  the  South,  and  what  may  the  South 

reign  will,  as  an  independent  state,  acceded  do  without  the  East? — sneers,   menaces,  rc- 

t«)  the  Federal  Union,  known  as  the  United  preaches,  and  recriminations,  all  tend  to  the 

States  of  America;  and  that  in  the  exercise  same  fatal  end.     What  can  the  East  do  with- 

of  the  same  sovereign  will,  it  is  her  right,  out  the  South  I     What  can  the  South  do  with- 

without  let,  hindrance,  or  molestation  from  out  the  East!     They  mav  do  much  ;  they  may 

any  power  whatsoever,  to  secede  from  the  said  exhibit  to  the  curiosity  of  political  antagonists. 

Federal  Union ;  and  that  for  the  sufficiency  and  the  pity  and  wonder  of  the  world,  the 

of  the  causes  which  may  impel  her  to  such  "disjecta  membra,"  the   sundered  blcecUng 

separation,  she  is   responsible  alone,  under  limbs  of  a  once  gigantic  body,  instinct  with 

God,  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion  among  life  and  strength,  and  vigor.    They  can  ftir- 

the  nations  of  the  earth.  nish  to  the  philosophic  historian  another  mel- 

Upon  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report,  the  ancholy   and  striking  instance    of   political 

jreas  and  nays  were  called  for,  ordered,  and  axiom,  that  all  republican  confederacies  have 

taken  as  foUowB :—  an  inherent  and  unavoidable  tendency  to  dit* 
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solation.  They  will  present  fields  and  occa- 
sions for  border  wars,  for  leagues  and  counter 
leagues,  for  the  intrigues  of  petty  statesmen, 
the  struggles  ol^military  chiefs,  for  confisca- 
tion, insurrections,  and  deeds  of  darkest  hue. 
They  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  those  who 
have  proclaimed  that  men  are  not  fit  to  govern 
tliemselves,  and  shed  a  disastrous  eclipse  on 
the  hopes  of  rational  freedom  throughout  the 
world.  Solon  in  his  code  proposed  no  pun- 
ishment for  parricide,  treating  it  as  an  im- 
powible  crime  Such,  with  us,  ought  to  be 
the  crime  of  political  parricide — ^the  dismem- 
berment of  our  **  fatherland." 


ttade,  William,  of  Vermont. 

Rksoldtion  of. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  3d 
day  of  January,  1843,  Mr.  Slade  moved  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions : — 

"  Whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States, 
framed  on  the  15th  May,  1827,  the  foreign 
slave  trade  is  declared  to  be  piracy,  and  is 
made  punishable  by  death ;  and  whereas  there 
is,  ana  has  lon^  been,  carried  on  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  within  sight  of  the  halls  of 
the  two  houses  of  Congress,  and  the  residence 
of  the  Chief  Executive  Ma^strate  of  the 
nation,  a  trade  in  men,  involving  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  outrage  on  human  rights  which  char- 
acterize the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  wliich 
have  drawn  upon  it  the  maledictions  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  stigmatized  those  engaged 
in  it  as  the  enemies  of  the  race ;  and  whereas 
the  trade  thus  existing  in  this  District  is 
aggravated  in  enormity  by  reason  of  its  being 
carried  on  in  the  heart  of  a  nation  whose  in- 
stitutions are  based  upon  the  principle  that 
all  men  are  created  equal,  ana  whose  laws 
have  in  effect  proclaimed  its  great  and  super- 
lative iniquity ;  aggravated,  moreover,  by  its 
outrage  on  the  sensibilities  of  a  Christian  com- 
munity, by  sundering  the  ties  of  christian 
brotherhood,  and  by  the  anguish  of  its  re- 
morseless violation  of  all  the  domestic  rela- 
tions, rendered  the  more  deep  and  enduring 
by  the  hallowing  influence  of  the  Christian 
religion  upon  those  relations  and  by  the  in- 
crease of  strength  which  it  gives  to  the  do- 
mestic affections ;  and  whereas  this  trade  in 
human  beings  is  carried  on  under  the  au- 
thority of  laws  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  thereby  involving  the  people 
of  all  the  states  in  its  guilt  and  disgrace — a 
guilt  and  disgrace  enhanced  by  the  consider- 
ation that  those  laws  are  a  virtual  usurpation 
of  power,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
having  conferred  upon  Congress  no  right  to 
establish  the  relation  of  slavery,  or  to  sanction 
and  protect  the  slave  trade,  in  any  portion  of 
this  Confederacy :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  all  laws  in  any  way  author- 
ixing  or  sanctioning  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict ought  to  be  repealed  and  the  trade  pro- 
liibited,  and  that  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  ac- 
eofdingly. 


Upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  re- 
ceive the  resolution  the  vote  was  as  follows  :--> 

TcAS. — M»mra.  Adams  of  Msm.,  8herlook,  J.  Aodreva  of 
0.,  Ajeri^  of  N.  J.,  Babcock  of  N.  Y.,  Bakir  of  Manii.,  Btr> 
nard  of  M.  Y„  BiKlimra  of  N.  ¥.,  Blair  of  N.  Y.,  Uoardman 
of  Conn.,  Bordeu  of  MaM.,  Briggi  of  MaM^  BrooRon  of  Mat, 
Jeremiah  Brown  of  Pa.,  BumeTl  of  llava,  Calhoun  of  Bfai>aL, 
CbUdfi  of  N.  Y..  Chlttomlenof  N.  Y.,  John  C.  aark  of  N.  Y., 
Sianlej  N.  Clarke  of  N.  Y.  Jamen  Cooper  of  1*8.,  Cowan  of  O., 
Cranston  of  R.  I..  Cravena  of  Ind.,  Richard  D.  Pavlx  of  N.  Y.. 
Kverett  of  Vt,  Ferria  of  N.  Y..  Veaaenden  of  Me.,  VUlmorw 
of  N.  Y.,  John  O.  Floyd  of  N.  Y.,  QateaoT  N.  Y.,  OiddlnKi  of 
0.,  Patrick  G.  Ooode  of  C  Granger  of  N.  Y.,  Halsted  of  N.  J., 
Henry  of  l*a..  Iludnon  of  Mass.,  Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  Joeaph  R. 
Ingeraoll  of  Pa.,  Jamea  of  Pa..  Linn  of  N.  Y.,  McKannan  of 
Pa..  McKeon  of  N.  Y.,  Mathiot  of  0.,  Mattncka  of  VL,  Max- 
wcU  of  N.  J.,  Maynard  of  N.  Y.,  Moncan  of  N.  Y.,  Morria  of 
0.,  Morrow  of  0.,  Olirar  of  N.  Y.,  Oabome  of  Otmn..  Par> 
me«t«r  of  Mana.,  PatrklKeof  N.  Y.,  Pwndlatonof  0.,  Ramaay. 
of  Pa.,  AeoJ.  Randall  of  Me.,  Randolph  of  N.  J.,  Ridgway  of  0., 
Rooaerelt  of  N.  Y.,  Wm.  Ruaaell  of  0.,  Jamea  M.  RnaRell  ot 
Pa.,  flaltonnUll  of  Maaa.,  Sanlbrd  of  N.  Y.,  Slada  of  Vt, 
Truman  Smith  of  Conn.,  Stokely  of  0.,  Stratton  of  N.  J., 
Tillinghaat  of  R.  I.,  Tbland  of  Pa.,  Tomlinaon  of  N.  Y., 
Trumbull  of  Conn.,  Joaenh  L.  White  of  Ind.,  Winthrop  of 
Maaa.— 73. 

Nats.— Meaara.  Landaff  W.  Andrewa  of  Kt.,  Arnold  of 
Tenn.,  Arrington  of  N.  C,  Beeaon  of  Pa.,  Bkllack  of  Pa., 
Black  of  Geo.,  Bowne  of  N.  Y.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Brvwatar  of 
N.  Y.,  Aaron  V.  Brown  of  Tenn.,  Milton  Brown  of  Tana, 
Chan.  Brown  of  Pa.,  Burke  of  N.  U.,  Green  W.  Caldwell  of 
N.  C,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell  of  S.  C.  W.  B.  Campbell  of  Tenn., 
Thomaa  J.  Campbell  of  Tenn..  Caruthera  of  Tenn.,  Gary  of 
Va..  Casey  of  111.,  Chapman  of  Ala.,  Clifford  of  Me^  Clinton 
of  N.  Y..  Cole*-  Df  Va.,  Mark  A.  Cooper  of  Goo.,  Croaa  of  Arlc, 
Daniel  of  N.  C,  Garrett  DaTia  of  Ky.,  Dawann  of  La.,  Daaa 
of  Ohio.,  Deberry  of  N.  C,  Kaatman  of  N.  II.,  John  C.  Kd- 
warda  of  Mo.,  Chaa.  A.  Floyd  of  N.  Y.,  Fornance  of  Pa.. 
Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Gerry  of  Pa,.  Goggin  of  Va..  Gordon  of 
N.  Y.,  Gre«n  of  Ky.,  Gwin  of  Mita.,  Harria  of  Va.,  Ilaya  of 
Va.,  Ilopkinn  of  Va.,  Ilouck  of  N.  Y.,  Ilouston  of  Ala.,  II«* 
bard  of  Va.,  Hunter  of  Va.,  Chaa.  J.  Ingprroll  of  Pa.,  Irwhi 
of  Pa.,  Jack  of  Pa^  Wm.  Coat  Johnaon  of  Md..  Cave  Johnaon 
of  Tenn.,  Isaac  D.  Jonoa  of  Md..  Keim  of  Pa.,  King  of  Oao, 
Lnwia  of  Ala..  Uttlffleld  of  Me.,  Lowell  of  Me.,  Abraham 
McClellan  of  Tenn.,  McKay  of  N.  C,  Marchand  of  Pa.,  Al- 
fnjd  M&mhall  of  5Ip.,  Thoa.  F.  Marahiill  of  Kv..  Mathewa  of 
0.,  Medill  of  0..  Meriwether  of  (Jw>.,  Miller  of  .Mo.,  Moore  of 
La.,  Newhard  of  Pa.,  Owsley  of  Kv.,  Payne  of  Ala.,  Pkkena 
of  8.  C  Plumor  of  Pa.,  Powell  of  Va,.  Itaynerof  N.C.,  Red- 
ing of  N.  H.,  Rencher  of  N.  C,  Reynolda  of  111..  Rhett  of 
8.  C,  Hiirga  of  N.  Y.,  Rodney  of  Del.,  Roarers  of  8.  C  Saun- 
ders of  N.  C  Shaw  of  N.  H.,  Shields  of  Ala.,  8pri»jg  of  Ky., 
8tauly  of  .N.  C,  StefnnMl  of  Va.,  Alex.  H.  H  Stuart  of  Va., 
John  T.  Stuart  of  111..  8ummi>rH  of  Va.,  Sweney  of  O.,  Tall- 
afiTro  of  Va.,  John  B.  Thomp^n  of  Ky..  Richanl  W.  Thomp- 
tvtn  of  Ind.,  Jncob  Thompj»on  of  Mi"«a..  Triplett  of  Ky., 
Tuniey  of  Tenn..  Van  Buron  of  N.  Y..  Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Wa^.- 
ington  of  N.C.,  Waterson  of  Tenn..  Wellerof  O.,  Wt'athrooka 
of  l*a..  Kd.  D.  White  of  1^..  Christnplier  U.  M  iUlama  of 
Tenn.,  Wise  of  Va.,  Wood  of  N.  Y.— lOtt. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 


Slavery. 

Votes  during  the  first  S£.^ion  of  the  31st 
Congress  on  sundry  Proi^ositions  touch- 
ing THE  QUESTION  OF. 

In  THE  Senate. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1850,  a  vote  was  taken 
on  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Chase  of  Ohio,  to 
the  Compromise  Bill,  "that  nothing  herein 
containea  shall  be  construed  as  authorising 
or  permitting  the  introduction  of  slavery  or 
the  holding  of  persons  as  property  within  said 
territory." 

The  vote  was  as  follows ; — 

YcAS.— Meaara.  Baldwin  of  Conn.,  Bradbury  of  Me^  Briglil 
of  Ind.,  Chaae  of  0.,  Clarke  of  R.  I.,  Cooper  of  Pa.,  Corwin  «f 
0.,  Davia  of  Maaa.,  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Dodge  of  Wia.,  Dovglaa 
of  111.,  Fetch  of  Mich.,  Green  of  R.  I.,  liaJe  of  N.  U.,  Hai»U» 
of  Me.,  Miller  of  N.  J.,  Norria  of  N.  U.,  Seward  of  N.  T., 
Shielda  of  III..  Smith  of  Conn.,  Spruanre  of  Dal.,  Uphaa  of 
Vt,  Walker  of  Wla.,  Webatar  of  Maaa..  Whftootnb  of  lod.— 21^ 

If  ATS.— MaMra.  Atchlaon  of  M&,  Bftlfear  tf  N.  O,  Batt  of 
T^on^  Banton  of  Mo,  Barrlaii  of  QtL,  Batttr  «f  S^QnOM^ 
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of  Mkh^  CUT  of  Ky^  CkBMMor  Als,  D»Tl«orMlM.,Dav. 
wm  of  Oa.  wcUnflon  of  N.  T^  Dodgt  of  la.,  Dowof  of  hk^ 
Vooto  of  Ml«i.,  Iloiutoii  of  Tex.,  Uniittrof  Ya.,  Jonw  of  la., 
Kliifof  Ala^  Mangon  of  N.  Ot  NanoB  of  Va.,  Mortoa  of  Ik., 
PWU09  of  MOm  Pratt  of  Md.,  Rusk  of  Toz^  8eba«tlaa  of  Arlu, 
Boole  ct  La.,  Sturgeon  of  Pwuf  Tnmey  of  Tooo^  Underwood 
of  Ky.-^). 

Mr.  Soward  moTed  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  Neither  slavery  nor  inyoluntarj  servitude 
otherwise  than  upon  conviction  for  crimes, 
shall  ever  be  allowed  in  either  of  said  terri- 
tories of  Utah  and  New  Mexico." 

The  vote  on  this  amendment  was  the  same 
as  on  that  of  Mr.  Chase,  with  the  exception 
that  Messrs.  Spruance  of  Del.,  and  Weostor 
of  Mass.,  who  voted  for  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Chase,  voted  against  that  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Yulce  of  Fla.,  who  did  not  vote  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Chase,  voted  against  that 
of  Mr.  Seward. 

Otherwise  the  vote  was  identical. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  peon  slavery  be  and 
is  hereby  for  over  abolished  in  the  said  terri- 
tories. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
as  follows : — 

Teas.— Mesur*.  Balilwin,  Braton,  Bradbury.  Bright.  Cam, 
GhaM,  Clarke.  Coo|»er,  Corwio.  Davis  of  .Mafn.,  Dayton, 
Dodge  of  Wift.,  Dtxige  of  la..  Douglu.  Felcli,  Ore«ne,  llale, 
lianilin,  MIIUt,  NorriR.  Seward.  Shivldii,  Smith.  Underwood, 
Uphiim,  WMlk«*r,  Whltmmb— *J7. 

NAT8.-->l(«ir8.  Aicbihon.  Bailger,  Tiell.  rifrTinn.  Borland, 
Butler,  Cliiy.  ClctiteiH,  DavlA  of  Mikk..  IhiwtMin,  DirkiiiKm, 
Downs,  FiM>t(%  Iloimtcin.  Hunter,  Jones.  Kini;.  Manjnim, 
Melon,  Moridn,  iVitrcH,  Prntu  Uusk,  Sebiietliin,  tfoule,  Spru> 
tncH,  Stuiguon,  Turiu>y,  Webetur,  Yulee.— 30. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1850,  Mr.  Baldwin  of 
Conn,  moved  the  following  amendment : — 

**  It  being  hereby  intended  and  declared 
that  the  Mexican  laws,  prohibiting  slavery, 
sliail  be  and  remain  in  force  in  said  territory 
until  they  shall  be  altered  or  repealed  by 
Congress." 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Yeas.— Mewrn.  Baldwin,  Bradbury.  Bright.  Chane,  Cooper, 
Corwin,  Duvis  of  Mawi..  Dayton.  I>ixl);u  of  WU,  I)4)U((laH. 
Kelrh,  Oriirtie.  Hale,  Hamlin.  Miller.  Nnrrio,  Sfwunl.  Shields, 
ifmith,  Spruanr*.,  Upham,  Walkfr.  Whitoouib.— 2.'J. 

Nayo.— Mcfwni.  Au-hiiMm.  Jladfcer.  Bell,  B«'nton.  Berrien, 
norland,  Butler,  Cam,  Clay,  Clemeni*,  l>a\iii  of  MIsm..  Daw- 
son. Dickinn^n,  Dod;;**  of  la.,  Dowuh.  Foote.  HouHton.  Hun- 
ter, Joues.  Kint:,  Mau(;uui,  MaMn,  Morton,  I'cnrce.  I'ratt, 
Ku8k,  t^eli.iisLlau,  Svule,  Sturgeon,  Turuey,  Underwood, 
Vulce.— 32. 

June  10,  1850.  Mr.  Davis  of  Miss,  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  at  the  end  of 
the  2lMt  section  the  words — 

"And  that  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws, 
usages  or  customs  pre-existing  in  the  terri- 
tories acquired  by  the  United  States  from 
Mexico,  and  which  in  said  territories  restrict, 
abridge,  or  obstruct  the  full  enjoyment  of  any 
right  of  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  as  recognised  or  guarantie<l  by 
the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
Me  hereby  declared  and  shall  be  held  as 
repealed." 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  yeas  and 
3aj8,  as  f()llow8 : — 

AiJL— JfflMni  Atehlioai  Btll,  BtRin,  Bailor,  CUmoni, 


DaTb  of  Mbin  Dsvion,  loole,  HooeCoo,  Iftntir,  Xlqfc  ■» 
■on,  Morton,  Pearae^  Roek,  BoMsUaB,  Sonla.  TolMu— Tib 

Nats.— Moflirt.  Badger,  Baldwin,  BeBtoD.  Bright, 
Ohaaa,  dark*,  Clay,  Oooper.  Oorwio,  DaTla  of  IUml,  t 
Dodge  of  Wia!,  Dodge  of  la.,  Felch.  Qmuo.  Hamlin, 


MUlor,  Norrli,  Phalpe,  Pratt,  ShlelO,  Smltti,  Bjpmu 
Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Upbam,  Walker,  WhlteoiBb.--aOi. 


June  17, 1850,  Mr.  Soole  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment : — 

*'  And  when  the  smd  territory  or  any  poi^ 
tion  of  the  same  shall  be  admitted  as  a  Mmtm, 
it  shall  be  received  into  the  Union  with  ov ' 
without  slavery,  as  their  constitution  naay  pre» 
scribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission/' 

The  amendment  was  adopted  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : —  ^ 

Tka8.— Meanrs.  Atchlaon,  Badger,  Bdl,  Bentoa,  Binrfadii 
BriKht,  Butler,  Oaiw,  Clay,  Cleniune,  Goo|ier,  DaTia  of  IUml, 
Dawmn.  Dodge  of  la.,  Douglaa  Down^  Foote.  Houston,  lla»- 
ter,  J<»ne»,  King,  Mamn,  Morion.  Nurri^,  Pearoe,  Pratt.  Bitfikt 
Sel)a«tian,  81)iel«la,  Boole,  Spruanco,  i^tai^seon,  Tuncy, 
Underwood,  Walee.  M>bat«r,  Wbiuwmb,  Ynlee.— 38. 

Nats.— MegKr*.  Baldwin,  ChaM.  Clark,  Davla  of  ICaM, 
Dayton,  Dodge  of  Wis.,  Qreene,  llale,  MiUer,  Smith,  Cubo^ 
Walker.— 13. 

Mr.  Baldwin  of  Conn,  endeavored  to  amend 
Mr.  Soule's  amendment  by  striking  oat  all 
after  the  word  "  state,"  and  inserting,^"  At 
the  proper  time,  to  be  judged  of  by  Congiets, 
the  people  of  said  territory  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citiiens  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  prinoipleB 
of  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  Baldwin's  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  yeas  12,  nayt 
38. 

The  negative  vote  on  Mr.  Soule's  amend- 
ment being  identical  with  the  affirmative  vote 
on  Mr.  Baldwin's  amendment,  as  was  the 
affirmative  vote  on  the  former  identical  with 
the  nepjative  vote  on  the  latter. 

On  the  3l8t  of  Julv,  1850,  the  question  was 
taken  c»n  the  amendment  proixised  by  Mr. 
Xorris  of  N.  IL,  to  strike  outof  tne  lOtli  t^ectioIL 
of  the  bill  the  words  "  nor  establishing  or  pro- 
hibiting slavery,"  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  remove  the  restriction  im{>osed  upon  the 
territorial  legislature  not  to  pass  any  law 
establishing  or  prohibiting  African  slavery. 

The  amendment  was  carried  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Y£A8.— Meners.  Badger,  lUMwin,  JiiA\.  Brailhury,  Brijtbt, 
Cniv,  Clui'M^  (Clarke.  C'lny,  Cttnper,  Hnytnn,  Di<-kliiMm.  Doilge 
of  Iowa,  Douglas.  Ffloh.  GrtH>ue,  llamliii.  Jones.  Manpun, 
Mill<*r,  Norrin.  I'hvlpM,  I'ratt.  Sfwanl.  ifhu'ld!«.  ^Ullth. i>pni> 
ancx'.  Stun(<t>n,  I'miorwond,  Uphsni.  Waive.  Winthrrip. — 3^ 

Nats. — M^siirN.  Atchtfion,  Itarnw«ll,  Ilerit4»n.  Iterri**!!,  BoV 
ler.  (nemrns,  Davis  of  MiRs.,  DawKon,  Di^wns.  K»iiiie,  llui^ 
ter.  Kin;;,  Mason,  Morton,  Pvarc«,  Kusk,  t»ouu.',  Turuf^, 
WliiU-umb,  Vulee.— 10. 

Mr.  Douglas  of  111.,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Davis  of  Miss.,  proposed  the  Missouri 
Compromise  line  as  tne  southern  boundary 
of  Utali. 

The  proposition  was  rejected  by  yeas  and 
navs  as  follows : — 

Yeas. — MuMra  Atrhimn,  Badger,  Barnwell.  Bi^l,  Benie^ 
Butlf  r,  Clenienx.  Daris  of  Miss.,  I)awson.  Di^'kinnin.  Douslai 
of  III.,  Downs  of  La.,  Houston.  Hunter.  King,  Mason,  BIot^ 
ton,  i'earce,  l*ratt,  Kusk,  Sebastian,  Suule,  Tuniey,  Vndrr* 
wood,  Yulee.— 2G. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Baldwin.  Bradburr,  Briitht.  Cbaite,  Clarit, 
Cooper,  Davis  of  .Mass.,  Dayton.  IKhIkv  iif  \Vla,  Dtnlgi*  nf  1m^ 
Kwing,  Felrli,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Jooea.  MllWr.  Norrls, 
Seward,  t^hield:*,  Bniitb,  Spruance,  Upham.  Waloi^  Walker. 
Wintbiop,  Wbitoomb.~27. 


In  TBI  HauBB  or  Bxpuuhtatitcs. 

On  the  Slst  of  Decembn,  1849,  Mr.  Root 
rf  Ohio  offered  a  resoloUon  iniitriictmg  the 
Committee  on  Territoriea  to  bring  in  terri- 
torial bills  for  that  part  of  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory cedp<I  to  the  United  Slatea  bj  the  treaty 
of  UnadalupB  Hidalgo,  Ijring  eaetnard  of  the 
Sierra  Ncvaila  Alountaioa,  and  prohibiting 
aUver;  therein. 

Hr.  Stephens  of  Geo.  moved  to  lav  the 
TMoluUon  on  Ihe  table,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negfttivB  by  a  vote  of  yoaa  83,  nays  101. 

The  affirtDHtiTe  vote  nat  a  Southern  one 
with  the  addition  uf  Mcssri.  BisBell  of  111., 
firooke,  Clark,  and  Duer  of  N.  Y.,  Oilmore 
ftnd  MauQ  of  Pa.,  McClemand  of  111.,  Miller 
of  O,,  Richardgon  and  Young  of  111. 

The  negative  vote  was  pively  a  Northern 
TOle. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1850,  the  resolution 

Hr.  Haralson  of  Geo.  moved  to  lay  it  on 
tb«  table,  and  it  was  carried  bv  a  vote  of  yeas 
lOS,  nays  75. 

The  reaoIutioQ  was  laid  on  tbe  table  by  the 
Sondiam  vote  aided  by  that  of 

Mmmi.  Altarlioii  »r  lod.  Wwtl  of  ni.  Bnwi 
Biknud  Bnokii  of  >'.  T..  BaUtr  of  Pl,  Clark  of  t 
■nOof  PiL,  DUon  or  R.  I,  DniihUD  at  IniL,  Full 
OIlBimiir  IV  Ournmn  cf  InJ.,  lUrrli  of  111^  Jum 


K«l»ci  of  N.  Y,  PlUBin  oT  pt,  BohWiu.  o(  P»,' 
Boh  bI  Pl,  Tajkir  of  Oblo,  UoilirbUl  of  N.  V,  Tonne  Dt 

On  the  4th  of  February,  18S0,  Mr.  Oiddings 
offered  the  fullowing  resolution: — 

Beaolved,  That  we  hold  these  truths  to  be 
>elf-«rident,  that  all  men  are  created  equal, 
that  the^  kre  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
the  inalienable  rights  of  life  and  liberty,  and 
that  governments  are  inatituted  to  maintain 
these  rights. 

Resolved,  That  in  constituting  governmeni 
in  any  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  it  is  the 
duty  of  CuDgrcns  to  secure  to  all  the  people 
thereof,  of  whatever  complexion,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  tlie  riffbts  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Inge  of  Ala.  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  tabic,  which  was  carried  by  a 
vole  of  yeas  104,  nays  92. 

The  affirmative  rote  vas  a  Southern  vote, 
with  the  addition  of — 

Mam.  AltorUoB  of  Tod..  BbnII  of  II],  Brlnn  otS.l 
Bmn  at  Isd.,  Buel  at  M)tli.  Batltr  of  Pl,  DuuliaD  o 


Hiller  of  0.,  H>d  Bobbins  of  Pa.,  beii»  th» 
only  Northern  men  who  Toted  in  die  affim»> 
tive.  and  Mesira.  Houston  of  Del.,  and  Mason 
of  Ky.,  the  only  Southern  men  who  voted  in 
the  negative. 

The  Suuth  resorted  to  a  parliamentary  r>- 
volution  to  defeat  ft  direct  vote  being  reached 
thereon. 

The  jeas  and  najs  were  called  twanty-eight 
times  on  various  motions  for  that  purpose, 
which  consumed  the  time  of  tbe  House  nntil 
midnight,  when  Mr.  McLane  of  Md.  raised 
the  point,  that  12  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
civil  calendar  d^,  Monday,  had  expired,  and 
that  therefore  Air.  Doty's  resolution  ceased  to 
be  the  regular  business  before  tbe  House. 

The  Chair  decided  that  "  the  Blonday  set 
apart  by  the  rules  for  the  reeeption  of  rexoln- 
tions  in  the  order  of  states  and  territories  had 
expired  at  12  o'clock,  midnight,  and  that  tbo 
resolution  on  that  account  passed  from  befor* 
the  consideration  of  the  House  at  12  o'clock." 

The  House  then,  at  12  minutes  past  mid- 
night, adjourned  alUr  the  most  arduous  par< 
liamcntary  struggle  that  marked  the  history 
I  of  the  Slut  Congress. 

I  On  the  2Tth  of  May,  1850,  Mr.  Cmwell 
move<l  lo  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  alxilieb  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  On  the  motion  to 
suspend,  the  yeas  were  09,  nays  64. 

'This  was  a  sectional  vote.  But  one  North- 
ern man— Sir.  John  K.  Miller  of  Ohio,  voted 
in  the  negative. 

No  Southern  man  voted  in  tbe  nffirmaUve. 
Two-thirds  not  votine  in  fiivor  thereof,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 


On  the  ISth  of  February,  1850,  Mr.  Doty 
(it  Wisconsin  offered  a  resolution  instructing 
tho  Committee  on  Territories  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  tbe  admission  of  California,  with  her 
bonndariea  and  limits  as  set  forth  in  her  con- 


Hr.  Inge  moved  to  lay  the  reaolntion  on 
tbe  table,  which  was  decided  in  tbe  negative — 
fCM  70,  naya  121. 

Tbe  Tot«  «M  sMflf  ft  MotioBal  oMk  Hmrb. 


Toombs  to  the  New  Mexico  territorial  bill, 
which  WHS  then  pi'uding  in  the  Khnpo  of  an 
amendment  pmpufed  to  the  Texan  boundary 

Mr,  Tooml)8'fi  amendmpnt  was  as  follows ; — 

"  And  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

States,  and  such  statutes  thereof  as  may  not 

be  locally  inapplicable,  and  the  common  law, 

as  it  existed  in  the  British  colonics  of  America 


said  territory  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  African  slavery  until  altered  by  tbs 
proper  authority," 

The  vote  was  yeas  66,  nays  132. 

Tbe  whole  N'orth,  with  the  addition  of 


Jones  of  Tenn.,  and  McMullen  of  Va.,  voting 
no.     The  balance  of  the  South  voting  aye. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1850,  Mr.  Pro». 
ton  King  of  N.  Y.  asked  leave  to  introduoe 
an  act  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  Hoase  refuiied  to  suspend  the  rules  b; 
a Tote ofvess 52,  nays,  100. 

Tbe  afumative 


e  vote  was  as  follows : — 

[.  T,  a»dr— ■  tt  5.  T, 


m  rounuL  IBXT^BOOK. 


m  Bin,  BMkw  ttnL,  IM*  ar  IB4,  IBBtar  or  Ihn, 
MHdIay,  Omdn**  of  Ifc-  OoM  if  N.  T.  OnsU.  Oitnull 


tf  Mm,  Baltoov  «<  »-  >-  Hicloi  of  lad^ 
Thlij  ar  Tt,  Hon  of  Pa,  Hnntlr  Irf  0- 

Tm&a  at ti-r.r.  Mint  '"  ~  — 

fM  tf  H.  T.  HMhwif ' 

«>■. Fwt  orVt-Baid.  Kjnui <•  n.  i, ■ 

WH^   ••-«  KfO,  Rgwn.  IhImU  a«  X 


o*VU 

II  of  H.  J„  J. 

lbi*Hl(aU*- 

d  Oil*  sT  hu,  OUi 


<tf  N.  Tq  Blli~ter  ui4  Han. .  __ 

Mnw  bT  Pi„  ThhIjIm  o(  N.  J,  1 


OronoHi  or  Pdbuc  Him  vtok  Sl^ymxt. 

Tba  fbllowiDK  estncta  from  the  apeMhet, 
ht^  of  tha  Mraml  gentleffln  whoM  nunes  kn 
■ppendsd  to  tliem,  thair  tiuAr  opiDioni  on  the 
■ntgect  of  slaTcij.  Tbo  flnt  ia  tlwt  of  the 
Hon.  Hr.  Biihamix,  Miwtor  from  Louiaiaiia. 

Mr.  Preaident,  tha  whole  Bahjeet  of  BlaTorj, 
■0  far  u  it  ii  ibrol<r»d  in  the  itaue  now  befora 
(he  ooantry ,  is  nnrroved  down  ftt  kit  to  k  eoo- 
ttoTersy  on  the  aaliuirr  poiot,  whether  it  be 
oompeteot  for  the  Congrees  of  the  United 
Stste^  dsreetlj  or  indirectl;,  to  esolade  eU- 
TOfj  from  the  territoriw  of  the  Union.  The 
Snpreme  Cuurt  of  the  United  Stktea  bftve  given 
a  negative  answer  to  thia  propoiition,  uid  it 
■hall  be  m;  firat  effort  La  tnpport  that  uega- 
tiOD  by  argument,  independenttj  of  the  aathor- 
1^  of  tbo  deciiioQ. 

It  aeema  to  me  that  the  radical,  fundamental 
vmnr  which  nnderliee  the  argnment  in  affirma- 
tion of  this  power,  ii  the  a«sumptioD  that  ata- 
Terj  is  the  creature  of  the  statute  law  of  the 
•everal  states  where  it  is  eitablished  ;  that  it 
hai  no  eitBt«nee  outride  of  the  limits  of  tbo«e 
rtaces  j  that  Blavoa  are  not  property  bejond 
those  limits;  and  that  property  in  alavee  is 
neither  recognised  nor  protected  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  nor  by  interna- 
tional law.  I  controvert  all  these  propositions, 
and  shall  proceed  at  once  to  my  argument. 

Hr.  President,  the  thirteen  colonies  whioh, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1TT6,  asserted  their  inde- 
pendence, went  British  colonies,  governed  by 
British  laws.  Our  ancestors,  in  their  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  brought  with  them  tlio 
common  law  of  England  as  their  birthright. 
They  adorited  its  principles  for  their  govcrn- 
nent  so  far  as  it  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  peculiarities  of  their  situation  in  a  rude 
•nd  unsettled  country.  Great  Britain  then 
having  the  sovereignty  over  the  colonies,  pos- 
•essed  undoubted  power  to  regulate  their  insti- 
tutions, to  control  their  commerce,  and  to  give 
laws  to  their  intercourse,  both  with  the  mother 
eunntry  and  the  other  nntiona  of  the  enrth.  If 
I  can  show,  as  I  hope  to  be  able  to  establish 
to  tiie  satisfaotion  of  the  Senate,  that  the  nation 
thus  exeroisiDg  sovereign  power  over  these 
thirteen  eolonies  did  establisli  slavery  in  them, 
did  maintain  and  protect  the  institution,  did 
originate  and  carry  on  the  slave  trade,  did  sup- 
port and  foater  that  trade,  that  it  forbade  the 
aoloniea  Mrmiaaion  either  to  emancipate  or  ex- 
port Ibtai  timna,  that  it  prohtbitod  then  tma 


dbooaneaaiMt  W  the  inKitntion — aft«f>,Mr<  ] 
mmv,  if  at  the  date  of  oar  rtvohitioa  t-aa  \ 
ahow  that  African  ilaTcry  esiatad  in  Sajftmt 
aa  it  did  on  this  ooutinent,  if  I  can  ■bmr.ilhpl 
■lave*  were  sold  upon  the  stave  maxt,  I%<(l«  | 
Szohange  and  other  pnblio  plaon  of  tMqqUE 
the  oity  of  London  aa  they  wen  oa  thii^tiMi^ 
nent,  ttienlabaU  notbaurd  toosMhw.l^ 
aaeertion  that  alaTBiy  waa  tha  aoiainoa  biT  it 
the  diirtMn  atatea  of  the  eonfodmsCT,  ■uW 
timo  thay  barst  tha  bond*  that  anitaf  tti|pl« 
the  mother  ooDDtry. 

The  first  permanent  eolonin]  Mttl<lMPl 
made  on  thia  oontinent  by  the  £n^it|>lipi 
made  nnder  a  charter  granted  in  1600)  .b^A* 
fourth  year  of  Jamea  C  to  Sir  Tbomw  V^im 
and  his  aaaooataa.  I  leave  out  of  «imr,4(.i 
matter  of  ooutm,  tha  fow  nbortiva  atttHHi 
that  were  made  towards  the  oloae  of  tba  £• 
teanthoentury  bvSirOilbert  Hnmphnninlhe 
north,  and  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ia  tha  i|g|U 
which  is  repreeotted  by  my  friend  from  1^ 
ginia.  Thoae  attempts  were  all  ahortiva^  It 
IS  familiar  to  ua  all  how  diaaatntody  timglk- 
minated.  I  say  the  firat  pennanant  lattMtit 
made  under  the  antiiori^  of  the  Britirii 
Crown  on  thi*  ooutiuent,  wma  under  tha  ek^ 
ter  of  1000.  That  charter  wma  sabeamMy 
snperseded  npon  ono  wnvatilo,  iMseaatlM 
inalanee  of  &•  British  Crown,  and  in  .lOD 
another  charter  took  ita  place,  graatad  Mm 
Dnke  of  Lenox  and  his  asaoeiatea,  who  iM« 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  nyiMRh 
Company.  To  that  company  the  aoul  Ma 
granted  from  the  fortieth  to  the  fortj-d^A 
degree  of  north  latitude.  This  eharter  was 
folTowed  bv  Buccessire  grants  to  diffitreat  no- 
blemen and  cr """     "■"  '^-   -""' ' 


York  was  granted  ail  the  territory  as  te  aoWh 
as  Delaware  Bay;  and  in  1GG3  and  1606,  to  Laid 
Clarendon  andnis  associates  the  entire  eoaet 
of  the  continent,  from  the  twenty-ninth  degrte 
of  north  latitude  to  that  celebrated  line  ef 
36°  30'  north,  since  so  famous  in  the  history 
of  our  intestine  disputes.  Thus  waa  Donrayea 
the  whole  coast  comprised  within  our  present 
limits. 

Prinr  to  this  very  first  settlement,  the  tlavc 
trade  had  been  inaugurntpd  and  aatablrahcd 
in  Great  Britain.  TIio  first  nntice  whieh  hb- 
tory  gives  us  of  it  is  tlic  ^rant  of  a  charter  l>y 
Queen  EHtabeth,  to  a  con])iany  formed  lur  the 
purpose  of  supplying  Rlavefi  to  the  Spaiibh. 
American  coluiiieH.  The  Virgin  Queen  bet- 
self  was  a  shareholder  Subseonently,  in 
1662,  under  Chnrlos  II.,  a  monopuly  WMot*- 
ated  in  favor  of  a  compiLny  nuthoriied  to  ex- 
port to  the  colonion  throe  thnusanil  slaves  pes 
annum ;  and  so  valuable  'was  this  pririM^ 
coLRidered,  so  great  was  the  influence  required 
for  the  purpose  of  nbtnining  a  share  in  i^  that 
it  was  plai4d  under  the  aunpices  of  the  Qoein 
Dowager  and-  the  Duke  <if  York.  The  King 
himself  issued  his  pr<.olamatitin,  inTHhlgUi 
Butyeets  to  establish  themeelTee  ob  tbteriA  ' 
of  the  Attantie ;  and  aa  aa  apaoBragiaiWH'* 


8LAVSBT. 


bR 


'  UiA  migration,  tendered  a  grant  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  each  four  slaves  that 
they  would  employ  in  the  cultivation  of  it. 

The  merchants  of  London  found  their  trade 
to  the  slave  coast  very  much  cramped  by  this 
Toyal  monopoly,  granted  to  royal  favorites; 
and  they  continued  to  stun  the  ear  of  the 
Commons  with  loud  complaints  that  they  were 
^soloded  from  the  advantages  of  so  prosperous 
a  traffic ;  and  in  1695  the  Commons  ot  Eng- 
land, in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  resolved, 
"  That  for  the  better  supply  of  the  planta- 
tions, all  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  should 
have  liberty  to  trade  in  Africa  for  negroes, 
with  such  limits  as  should  be  prescribed  by 
Parliament" 

In  the  9th  and  10th  William  III.,  an  act  was 
passed  partially  relaxing  this  monopoly,  the 
preamble  to  which  states  that — 

*"nM  tnuto  WM  highly  ben«flcial  and  adrantageoov  to  the 
kmgdoB,  snd  to  the  plantations  and  colouios  thereunto 
belonging.** 

This  partial  relaxation  was  unsatisfactory. 
Petitions  continued  to  pour  in.  In  1708  the 
Commons  again  resolved — 

*<That  the  trade  was  important,  and  onj^ht  to  be  free 
iaod  open  to  all  the  Queen's  subjects  tradiog  from  Great 
•BHtaln." 

And  in  1711  they  again  resolved  that  **  this 
.  trade  ought  to  be  free  in  a  regulated  compa- 
ny ;  the  plantations  ought  to  be  supplied  with 
negroes  at  reasonable  rates;  a  considerable 
.  stock  was  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  trade 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  that  an  export  of 
i&100,000  at  least,  in  merchandise,  should  be 
annually  made  from  Great  Britain  to  Africa." 
Finally,  in  the  year  1749,  these  repeated  rcso- 
•  lutions  of  the  Commons,  and  petitions  of  the 
merchants  of  London,  accom^.lished  the  de- 
sired result.  They  gained  their  object  by  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  23d  George  II.,  throwing 
open  the  trade,  and  declaring  ''the  slave 
trade  to  be  very  advantageous  to  Great  Brit- 
,ain,  and  necessary  for  supplying  the  planta- 
tions and  colonies  thereunto  belonging  with  a 
•afficient  number  of  negroes  at  reasonable 
rates." 

This  legislation,  Mr.  President,  as  I  have 
said  before,  emanating  from  the  mother  coun- 
try, fixed  the  institution  upon  the  colonics. 
They  could  not  resist  it.  All  their  right  was 
limited  to  petition,  to  remonstrance,  and  to  at- 
tempts at  leginlation  at  home  to  diminish  the 
evil.  Every  such  attempt  was  sternly  re- 
pressed by  the  Britinh  Crown. 

In  1760,  South  Carolina  passed  an  act  pro- 
hibiting the  further  importation  of  African 
slaves.  The  act  wjis  rejected  by  the.  crown  ; 
the  governor  was  reprimanded ;  and  a  circular 
waa  sent  to  all  the  governors  of  all  the  colo- 
nies, warning  them  against  presuming  to 
ooantenance  such  legislation. 

In  17G5,  a  similar  bill  was  twice  read  in  the 
Msembly  of  Jamaica.  The  news  reached 
Great  mitain  before  its  final  passage.  In- 
itnietMiis  were  sent  out  to  the  royal  governor; 


he  called  the  Hoose  of  Assembly  before  him, 
communicated  his  instructions,  and  forbade 
any  further  progress  of  the  bill. 

In  1774,  in  spite  of  this  discountenancing 
action  of  the  mother  government,  two  bills 
passed  the  legislative  assembly  of  Jamaica, 
and  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  vrrote  to  Sir  Basil  Keith,  the  governor 
of  the  colony,  that  "  these  measures  bad  cre- 
ated alarm  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain 
engaged  in  that  branch  of  commerce ;"  and 
forbidding  him,  "  on  pain  of  removal  from  hia 
government,  to  assent  to  such  laws." 
-  Finally,  in  1775— mark  the  date— 1775— 
afler  the  revolutionary  struggle  had  com- 
menced, whilst  the  ContinentiJ  Confess  was 
in  session,  afler  armies  had  been  levied,  after 
Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  had  been  taken 
possession  of  by  the  insurgent  colonists,  and 
afler  the  first  blood  shed  in  the  revolution 
had  reddened  the  spring  sod  upon  the  green 
at  Lexington,  this  same  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  in 
answer  to  a  remonstrance  from  the  ag^nt  of 
the  colonies,  replied : 

**  We  cannot  allow  the  colonieii  to  check  or  dixcourage  hi 
anj  degree  a  traffic  lo  beneficial  to  the  nation." 

I  say,  then,  that  down  to  the  very  moment 
when  our  independence  was  won,  slavery,  es- 
tablished by  the  statute  law  of  England,  had 
become  the  common  law  of  the  old  thirteen 
colonies. 

But,  sir,  my  task  does  not  end  here.  1  desire 
to  show  you  that  by  her  jurisprudence,  that  by 
the  decisions  of  her  judges,  and  the  answers 
of  her  lawyers  to  questions  from  the  Crown  and 
from  public  bodies,  this  same  institution  was 
declared  to  be  recognised  by  the  common  law 
of  England ;  and  slaves  were  declared  to  be, 
in  their  language,  merchandise,  chattels,  just 
as  much  private  property  as  any  other  merchan- 
dise or  any  other  chattel. 

A  short  time  prior  to  the  year  1713,  a  con- 
tract had  been  formed  between  Spain  and  a 
certain  company,  called  the  Koval  Guinea  Com- 
pany, that  had  been  establislicd  in  France. 
This  contract  was  technically  called  in  those 
days  an  assiento.  By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
of  the  11th  of  April,  1713,  Great  Britain, 
through  her  diplomatists,  obtained  a  transfer 
of  that  contract.  She  yielded  considerations 
for  it.  The  obtaining  of  that  contract  was 
greeted  in  England  with  shouts  of  joy.  It  was 
considered  a  triumph  of  diplomacy.  It  was  fol- 
lowed, in  the  month  of  May,  1713,  by  a  now 
contract  in  form,  by  which  the  British  govern- 
ment undertook,  for  the  term  of  thirty  years 
then  next  to  come,  to  transport,  annually, 
4800  slaves  to  the  Spanish  American  colonies, 
at  a  fixed  price.  Almost  immediately  after 
this  new  contract  a  question  arose  in  the  Eng- 
lish council  as  to  the  true  le^al  character  of 
the  slaves  thus  to  be  exported  to  the  Spanish 
American  colonies ;  and,  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  British  constitution,  the  question  wai 
submitted  by  the  Crown  in  council  to  the  twelve 
Jud^  of  England,  I  have  their  answer  here ; 
It  it  ID  these  words  s 
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**  In  pnmiftooe  of  bin  Miij4>8t7*ii  order  in  oonncll,  hereunto 
nnexed.  we  do  bnmbly  eertiiy  our  opinion  to  be  that 
mtgrou  are  wurdiandiMi.'' 

Signed  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Il9lt,  Judge 
Pollexfen,  and  eij^ht  other  judges  of  Englaud. 

Mr.  Mason.  What  is  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  Benvamfn.  Itwas  immediately  after  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  Very  soon  after- 
wards the  nascent  spirit  of  fanaticism  began 
to  obtain  a  foothold  in  England  ;  and  although 
large  numbers  of  negro  slaves  were  owned  m 
Great  Britain,  and,  as  I  said  before,  were  daily 
Bold  on  the  public  Exchange  in  London,  (see 
2  Ilag^rd's  Rep.,  p.  105,)  questions  arose  as 
to  the  right  of  tlie  owners  to  retain  property  in 
their  slaves ;  and  the  merchants  of  London, 
alarmed,  submitted  the  question  to  Sir  Philip 
Yorke,  who  afterwards  oecame  Lord  Ilard- 
wicke,  and  to  Lord  Talbot,  who  were  then  the 
solicitor  and  attorney-general  of  the  kingdom. 
The  question  was  propounded  to  them,  "  what 
are  the  rights  of  a  British  owner  of  a  slave  in 
England  V'  and  this  is  the  answer  of  those  two 
legal  functionaries.  They  certified  that  '*a 
slave  coming  from  the  West  Indies  t^)  England, 
with  or  without  his  master,  doth  not  become 
free;  and  his  master's  property  in  him  is 
not  thereby  determined  nor  varied,  and  the 
master  may  legally  compel  him  to  return  to 
the  plantatmns.*' 

And,  in  1740,  the  same  question  again  came 
up  l>eforc  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  under  the  title  of' Lord  Ilard- 
wicke,  and,  l>y  a  decree  in  chancery  in  the 
case  before  him,  he  affirmed  tlie  doctrine  which 
he  had  uttered  when  lie  was  Attorney-General 
of  Great  Britain. 

Things  thus  stood  in  England  until  the  year 
1771,  \vlu»n  the  spirit  of  fanaticism,  to  which 
I  have  adverted,  Jicciuirinp:  strength,  linally  one- 
rated  upon  Lonl  Man»»(ield,  who,  by  a  judg- 
ment renderoj  in  the  case  known  as  the  cele- 
brated S(»mlno^^ett  case,  jiubvcrtcd  the  com- 
mon law  of  England  l»y  judicial  legislation,  as 
I  shall  prove  in  an  in.siant.  1  say  it  not  on  my 
own  authority  ;  I  w«»uM  not  be  so  presumptu- 
ous. The  Senator  from  Maine  [>lr.  Fessen- 
den]  need  not  smile  at  my  statement :  I  will 
give  him  higher  authority  than  anything  I  can 
dare  assert.  I  say,  that  in  1771  liord  Mans- 
field subverted  theoDmmou  hiw  of  England  in 
tlie  Sonunersett  case,  and  decided,  not  that  a 
slave  carried  to  England  from  the  West  Indies  i 
by  his  master  thereby  became  free,  but  tliat, 
by  the  law  of  England,  if  the  slave  resisted 
the  ma*ter,  there  was  no  remedy  by  which  the 
master  could  exercise  his  control ;  that  the 
colonial  legislation  which  afforded  the  master 
means  of  controlling  his  pn^perty  had  no  au- 
thority in  Englan<l,  and  tnat  England  by  her 
laws  had  provided  no  substitute  for  thatauthor- 
ity.  That  was  what  Lord  Mansfield  decided.  I 
say  this  was  judicial  legislation.  I  say  it  sub- 
verted the  entire  previous  jurisprudence  of 
Great  Britain.  I  have  just  adverted  to  the 
Authorities  for  that  position.  Lord  Mansfield 
felt  it.  The  case  was  argued  before  him  over 
and  over  agiun,  and  he  begged  the  parties  to 


compromise.  They  said  thej  would  not 
"  Why,''  said  ho,  '*  I  have  known  six  of  tlMsc 
cases  already,  and  in  five  out  of  the  six  there 
was  a  compromise  ;  you  had  bolter  compn>- 
mise  this  matter."  But  the  parties  SMd  no^ 
they  would  stand  on  the  law ;  and  then,  after 
holding  the  case  up  three  terms,  Lord  Mane- 
field  mustered  up  courage  to  sa^  what  I  have 
just  asserted  to  bo  his  decision :  that  there 
was  no  law  in  England  affording  the  master 
control  over  his  slave  ;  and  that  therefore  the 
master's  putting  him  on  board  of  a  vessel  in 
irons,  bein]^  unsupported  by  authority  derived 
from  Enclish  law,  and  the  colonial  law  not 
being  in  force  in  England,  he  would  discharge 
the  slave  from  custody  on  habeas  corpus,  and 
leave  the  master  to  his  remedy  as  best  he  oould 
find  one. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Decided  so  unwillinglj. 

Mr.  Benjamin.  The  gentleman  is  righ^- 
very  unwillingly.  lie  was  driven  to  the  deci- 
sion by  the  paramount  power  of  that  fanati- 
cism which  is  now  perverting  the  principles 
and  obscuring  tlie  judgment  uf  the  people  of 
the  north,  and  of  whose  effects,  I  must  say,  then 
is  no  more  striking  example  to  be  found  than 
is  exhibited  by  its  influence  on  the  clear  and 
logical  intellect  of  my  friend  from  Maine. 

Mr.  President,  I  make  these  charges  in  rela- 
tion to  that  judgment,  because  in  them  I  am 
supported  by  an  intellect  greater  tlian  Mans- 
fiela's — by  a  judge  of  respTendeut  genius  and 
consummate  learning— one  who,  in  all  qnee> 
tions  of  international  law,  on  all  subjects  not 
dependent  upon  the  peculiar  municipal  eom- 
mon  law  of  England,  has  won  for  himself  the 

Sroudest  name  in  tlie  annals  of  her  jurispni- 
ence — the  gentleman  knows  well  that  I  refer 
to  Lord  Stowell.  As  late  as  1827,  twenty 
years  after  Great  Britain  had  al)oli8hed  the 
slave  trade,  six  years  before  she  was  broueht 
to  the  point  of  confiscating  the  property  of  her 
colonies  which  she  had  forced  them  to  buy,  a 
case  was  brought  before  that  celebrated  judge— 
a  case  known  to  all  lawyers  by  the  name  of 
the  slave  Grace.  It  was  pretended  in  the  arga- 
incnt  that  the  slave  (irace  was  free,  because  soe 
had  been  carried  to  England  ;  and  it  was  said, 
under  the  authority  of  Lord  Mansfield's  deci 
sion  in  the  Sommersett  case,  that,  having  once 
breathed  English  air,  she  was  free — ^that  the 
atmosphere  of  that  favored  kingdom  was  too 
pure  to  be  breathed  by  a  slave.  Lord  Stowell, 
in  answering  that  legal  argument,  said  chat, 
after  jiainful  and  laborious  research  into  his- 
torical records,  he  did  not  find  anything  toudi- 
ing  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  English  atmo- 
sphere for  respiration  durin;^  the  ten  centuries 
tnat  slaves  had  lived  in  England. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  some  passages  in  that  celebrated  decision, 
in  answer  to  another  proposition  which  the 
Senators  who  are  op{>oHing  tliis  bill  assume  in 
nearly  all  their  arguments,  and  tlunt  is  that 
slavery  is  the  creature  of  positive  logislatiobi 
and  cannot  be  established  by  customary  law 
or  usage.  That  point  was  raised  in  this  case, 
and  Lord  Stowell  thus  disposed  of  iii 


« ^Rhc  adTirtal  to  mart  or  tba  oldMtlini  Ibot  ailN  to 
tte  iVftTBlof  ttMitrf  lA  tbm  ttlonlo^  I  tmn  flrrt  to  ofaHiTt 
that  U  ntoru  ddob  lb*  dan  bf  tha  mnu  tills  b;  wUcli  H 
gnw  np  ongJiuU^.  It  uarvr  wu  In  Antlgo*  Ibv  enatnn 
nt  Ime,  hatut  tlkal  Au^iH  vhleh  oprrUM  with  tha  htmtt 
la«i  udnbanU  li  vW  ont  that  hoIhi  imi  oMadu  at, 
it  ti  flnt  to  bg  proTtd  tbit,  nan  Is  tha  eaiuklmtiiHi  of 
r^irlr— '.  thi  OH  of  uliicrr  fi  loiuMonil  u  ■  iuIm  snu  Id 
UwnloiilH.  Ii  Out  ••Hbuiuiuwblch  thi  court  of  th* 
Ubf^  prlTJ  ooBDdl  uhd  tb«  Doirta  or  chucerT  w  ■vctr 
dii7  oiTTlng  bata  fall  effect  In  all  oontMonuona  oF  pn>- 
partr— ^  lb*  ODB  bj  ■rpol,  uid  In  tb*  oUur  bj  otiiiiul 
WIIBii    mil  ill  tblo  nOolnKI  and  oonllmKcl  b^  ilitatHi 


•HCT  ladlTUDAl  In  It;  ud  fln?  Twi  luTo  puiad  vltboal 
UTamUnrlHd»»luui*tIaDonE  m  Aflrml  u  a  wJiH 

Thia,  sir,  wu  fifty  yean  afler  Lord  Mans- 
field's ■p«ecb  in  the  SommeTsatt  case. 


I  Ohm  tnula  b*  (bo  lui 

D  onUoiMd  HiUn.  Init  .  . 

■fl  Hflu,  It  WU  ronrded  u  a  moat 


Mtoftb.  Tnath*  won  mad*  on  Ibat  aceoont,  and  Iha 
•alnlaa  omwlkd  to  ralnit  to  Ohm  tnulia  b*  Uia  autho- 
IfnaftblaannnliT.  ThiaiTitaD — "' '  — ■!—    i— .— j 


rail*  liifarlad  tojt  tiwlr  prolootton  and  SDConngamaDt.  1 
Mu  ■  ■jatom,  whilst  It  !■  anpporlad,  1  ratbar  feal  U  to  be  !< 
ftnni  to  apiilT  tha  ibuIib,  ■•oIw  ant  atekr  ' 

ttBann  now  whan  IblalnatHa" *■"  '■ 

H  olharfiiwtllaUoni  ban  doH  fi 
but  1  aaof  oplnlni  It  cwi  onlj  h« 

Aeap  maanra  bar*  bj  IhrowlnE 

tba  cDvatfT.^ — 3  Hagpanft  Sipority  126  H 


■bIncnnDti 
hajdmaip 


thtt  It  l>  InUndml  IS 


enw  with  Judee  Stoiy,  seot  him  &  codt  of  it, 
and  wrote  to  him  upon  the  subject  of  ma  judg- 
ment. No  man  will  doubt  the  anti-slnv^ 
fHlingB  and  procliritieB  of  Jud^  Storj.  He 
««■  ftsfced  to  take  the  deaision  into  considera- 
tion and  give  bii  opinion  about  it.  Here  are 
eitnwtofrom  "-' 


1827  ;  but,  sir,  wbiltt  contending,  as 
-  contend,  as  a  proposition  based  in  histoir, 
ntuntained  by  teKidation,  snpponed  by  jaai- 
eial  aatboritj  at  the  greatest  weight,  that 
■larerf,  a«  an  iuBtitntioD,  was  protected  by  the 
oommon  law  of  these  colonies  at  the  date  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  I  go  farther, 
tfaottgh  not  necessary  to  mjargament,  and  de- 
ehre  that  it  was  the  oommon  law  of  the  whole 
on&ient  of  Nortb  and  South  Ameriea  alike. 
Thy,  Mr.  Predden^  the  Enropean  oontinen- 
U  powen,  whkh  jinned  and  eo^peraivd  wHh 
OiMbBiltatai  te«wdlMBT0i7  ud  mM>U*-, 
M 


mpnt  of  ooloniea  on  thle  oootinHi^  all  Ibllow- 
ed  llie  same  views  of  policy.  France,  Spain, 
Porlngal,  and  England  occupied  the  whole  oon- 
tiiLont,  north  and  south.  The  I^slation  of  all 
of  iliem  was  the  same.  Louis  XIII.,  by  royat 
edict,  ostablished  slaTcry  in  all  bis  colonies  in 
America.  Eveirbody  tmowa  that  it  was 
Cbrcu^h  the  interference  of  Las  Casas  that  the 
Spaaish  Crown  inaugurated  the  slave  trade 
with  aviewof  snbstituUng  the  serrile  labor 
of  the  Afrioao  for  that  of  the  Indiana,  who 
bod  been  reduced  to  slaTery  by  their  Spanish 
coDquerors.  As  regards  Portugal,  she  inau- 
gurated (he  trade;  sheorij^ally  supplied  all 
tho  coloniea ;  and  the  empire  of  Braiil  to-day, 
with  its  servile  labor,  is  the  legitimate  fruit 
of  the  colonial  policy  of  the  Portuguese  gOT- 
crnment  in  the  sixteenth  century.  She  began 
li>;r  trade  in  1508,  and  some  auuiors  say  even 
befure  the  colon  iiation  of  America  in  the  fif- 
teenth century. 

1  say  that  slavery  was  thus  the  common  re- 
cognised institution  ofthe  New  World.  Idonot 
thereby  mean  to  admit  for  a  moment  that  it 
was  not  the  common  law  of  the  old  world  when 
thIa  nation  was  formed.  llaTe  we  all  Ibrgot> 
ten  that  white  slavery  existed  in  England  Dutil 
a  cmnparatiTely  very  recent  period  T  It  did 
not  Snallj  disappear  until  the  reiftn  of  James 
II.  What  was  that  system  of  villenage,  of 
wbidb  alt  the  old  law-writers  speak  T  They 
wer«  all  slaves.  These  villeins  were  divided  into 
two  classes — Tilleing-regardant  and  villeins  in 
gross — both  slaves.  The  only  difference  be- 
[weiin  them  was,  that  the  villeins-regardant 
wors  attached  to  the  soil ;  they  could  not  be 
.'■i.Uil  away  from  the  glebe  ;  they  fbllowed  the 
conveyance  of  tbe  eetate  into  tlie  hand  of  the 
new  lord  ;  but  the  villeins  in  gross  wore  mere 
chattels,  sold  from  hand  to  hand,  just  aa  ue> 
I^Tots  are  sold  at  the  present  hour.  If  any  gen- 
denian  is  curious  to  see  something  on  this  sub- 
jt!ol.  he  will  find  a  concise  account  of  it  in  the 
lij-st  volume  of  tbe  celebrated  treaUse  of  Hr. 
Spcnco,  on  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  i^hance^.  That  volume  contains  a  ven 
concise  and  admirable  history  of  tbe  English 
law.  He  will  Sod  there  some  statements  in 
rotation  to  the  law  of  villenage  in  England. 
But,  sir,  a  true  picture,  a  fair  picture,  of  the 
state  of  the  villeins  of  England,  is  nowhere 
tx'ttar  given  than  in  the  celebrated  argument 
uf  liargrave,  the^reatlawjerwhowas  thecoon- 
sc\  for  the  slave  in  the  Sommeraett  case.  One 
pnatue  will  give  us  his  description  of  what 
the  vulein  was  under  the  oommon  law  of  Eng- 
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kBA  to  vUohtewMUBflxfld,  Vat  Bight  teiieTw«i«tUM  Here,  then,  iTM  slavery  in  its  videsi  aad 

i::SS^J^.i^^'.:^irS:^V.  bTO«dert«ooeDtation.  «<?«»»  BriUon.  in  tbe 

t««tt;  being  dMceadiU*  to  the  beir  where  tbe  lord  wai  time  of  Elisabeth,  and  it  never  finallj  aisap- 

S**l^  ^^'  i"*  *~»«nj«»»>»«  *o,  ***;!  "*?*^,r^'S  peared  from  the  kingdom  until  the  reign  of 

the  lord  bed  only  a  term  of  Tears  in  him.    Laatlr,  the  S            tt                        ^                                     ° 

riATerr  extended  to  the  lerae,  if  both  parenU  were  Tilleinfl,  tiames  11. 

or  if  the  (ktber  wai  a  Tiiiein ;  onr  law  deriTing  tbe  condition  How  was  it  in  France  ?    In  France  thej  had 

qf  the  ebild  ftom  that  of  the  fktber,  contrary  to  the  Roman  ovRtem  of  white   sIrtah  of  tha  RAma  kind, 

tew,  in  which  the  rule  wae  'partut  aengiiur  venirm:    The  * ,  ^J^^?*  ^^    „   j      **»^®8  *"  y*®  *r°®  ^^ 

origin  of  Tillenage  ia  principally  to  be  derired  ftom  the  wan  There  they  Called  them  gens  06  fViatn  flOfSfr-^ 

b^een  our  Brltirf^  Baxon,  Daniiih,  and  Norman  •n^tpn,  mortmain  people,  because  they  belonged  to  the 

whUiit  they  were  contending  for  the  poiiMMsion  of  thi«  .    ,             *^j  iL         •     iT»rn      "^    ^       P       i.»  ^j 

eonntry.  Judge  Fitsherbert,  in  hie  railing  on  tbe  fourth  estates ;  and  they,  in  177V^,  were  entranonisea 

«r  Edward  i^  atat  1,  entitled  ^exttnia  manerii.*  mippows  \)j  roval  edict,  commencing  in  theee  wordss 

THIenage  to  have  commenced  at  the  Conquer  by  the  die-  <'       -f                                          o 

5iSiSV*£!SlS^'  SLlSon?*  ^'S^twJ^  "l?u*t  *lbi«  ieS;  "  ^«  »>*^*  ^^  8~"y  affected  l^  tbe  eonrideratiOB  thm 

^}^^\^^^%^liTMX^ii.n^^n»^\  «n^i3!«  n  large  number  of  SureWm^""  Attached  aaeteTea  to  tht 

many  bondmen  in  isngland  oerore  tne  unnquewt,  ««  appeani  „,  .^J*  .^  «<i^^«^.^  ..  a«L.i««.  .w..^  #»r  i*  •.  i*  »,.■    aim* 

by  the  Anglo«axon  Uwe  regulating  them :  and  rht-n^fore  It  ?±^L^JX^fSj?,^rf£f,  KJl?' "JS  rfTS^rtSS 

mid  be  nearer  the  truth  to  attribute  the  origin  of  vill-ini.  Jf  "^^.^  ?h  J  «^«1.2!^J«^SSS1,JS  J.  «,i^^^ 

M  well  to  the  preceding  ware  and  wTolutioni.  In  thi.  country  ^{  ?!S^'^^''L^^}^^J^^^^;L'^Sl^^ 

J.  to  the  eiiJSTtff Oonque.f'-20  H^Ws  SiaU.  TriaU,  "/^^ifthfng  ^Vlr^^                             S^^^^Sj^ 

pp.  oo-«.  rously  rircuuecriDed,  they  cnnnot  even  tranamlt  to  thdr 

-            .,            *      .1     .^      1  •^      1  own  children  the  f^ita  of  Uieir  own  labor." 

I  say,  then,  sir,  that  white  slavery  was  pro- 
tected by  the  common  law  of  England  down  ^^^^  f^^  ^,^^  ^^^  remnant  of  white  slavery 
to  James  II. ;  and  if  any  man  is  peculiarly.  ;^  ^^^^^^  j„  ^y-g  ^^^^  ^^^  independence, 
ounous  to  learn  the  process  by  which  it  gradii-  ^^  ^^  ^j^  g  j^^  j^^  ^^^  \^y^^  j^  ;„  ^^ 
aUy  disappeared,  and  has  any  taste  for  anti-  habit  of  reading  the  literature  of  that  eonntry 
emanan  lore,  if  he  will  l^k  to  the  appendix  to  ^^^  ^^^  eighteenth  century  tell  me  if  he  remem- 
flie  twenUetti  volume  of  Howell  s  State  Trmls.  ^^^^  ^  solitary  tale  or  romance  of  her  authors 
he  will  find  a  commission  issued  by  Queen  j^  ^j^j^^  ^^^  Moorish  or  negro  slave  is  not 
Eliiabeth  to  Cecil  Lord  Burleigh  and  Sir  introduced  as  the  familiar  inmate  of  the  house- 
Wilham  Mildmajr.  gmng  them  authority  to  j^^j^,     f^^^  remainder  of  the  European  oonti- 

g)  into  her  counties  of  Gloucester,  Cornwall,  ^^^^  jg  g^m  governed  with  beneficent  sway  by 
even,  and  Somerset,  and  there  to  manumit  ^j^e  civil  law ;  and  all  know  that  that  law  pro- 
ber slaves,  by  getting  from  tliem  a  rw^omiftfe  ^^  j^  aspect,  the  relation  between 
pruxforiheirUher^.    That  is  the  way  slavery  master  and  slave. 

was  abolished  in  England.    It  was  abolished  rp^^^^  j^j^.  president,  I  say,  that  even  if  we 

by  the  gradual  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  admit  for  the  moment  that  by  the  common 

resulting  from  the  sale  by  the  lord,  to  the  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^l,j^h  colonized  this  oonti- 

slave  himself,  of  his  right  over  him.    I  will  ^^.^t,  the  institution  of  slavery  at  the  time  of 

read  a  passage  of  this  commission  :  ^^^  independence,  was  dying  away  by  mann- 

«-.            V  *!.           *r,  ,  ..     m        -tv»^_«i  missions,  either  gratuitous  or  for  a  price  eran^ 

"  EuiABETn,  by  the  grare  of  flod,  Ac.   Tn  our  riftht  trurtie      j   v     ^.u  u      i    u    au  i  i      

and   well-bclored  counsellor,   dir  W.   Cocill  of  the  Gart^-r  Cd   by  thoSC  whO    held    the    peOPlC   aS    fllaves  ; 

Knigbte.  lord  Bnrghley  and  Illirho  Trpanorer  of  EnKland,  yet   SO  far   as    the  continent  of  America  WaS 

and  to  our  trunie  and  right  wull-beloved  counMllor.  Bir  «onppmprl     Ni»rth    and    Sniifh     thprA   did    not 

Walter  Mlldmay,  Knight,  chaunccllor,  and  under  treaaorer  COncernCQ,    fSonn    nUQ    CK)Uin,    mere   QIQ   no< 

of  our  exchequer,  gr^etinge.  brcathc  a  bciug  who  did  not  know  that  a  ne- 

«  whereag,  divew  and  Bun.irie  of  our  poore  fHithfuii  and  ^0,  under  the  common  law  of  the  Continent, 

loyal  nubjectefl,  being  borne  bonde  in  blodo  and  regardaunt  i        j*                                 .                        i 

to  divora  and  nundrie  our  manor*  and  poBjiewionn  within  was  merchandise,  was  property,  was  a  Slave; 

our  realm  of  England,  bnye  made  humble  suyto  into  u«  to  and  that  hc  COuld  Only  extricatO  himSclf  from 

be  manumysed,  enfraunrbiM<l,  and  mailo  free  with  theire  *.i._i.  «^^j..^   «4.„..,.»«  i  ..«.^„  i,:«  k«  ♦u^.  ^^».«.»n 

chIldrenand»e(iuell8.byrea«onwhHreofthey.th..irerbildren  J^^t  status.  Stamped  upon  him  by  the  COmmon 

and  sequellM.  may  become  more  apte  and  fitte  membeni  for  law  of  the  COUntrv,  by  positive  proof  of  maOU- 

^?.  ^^\^  *"'*""  *^^  ?  7^  commonwi-aithe.  mission.    No  mail  was  bound  to  show  title  to 

"  We  therefore,  baring  tender  conitiueration  of  their  said  ,.                       i               mt                                  i^         j    x 

ante,  and  well  considering  the  same  to  be  acceptable  to  niS   negro   slave.      IhC    negTO   was    t)OUna    tO 

Almigbtie  God** —  show  manumission  under  which  he  had  ac- 

.            .  quired  his  freedom,  bv  the  common  law  of 

-Now,  we  all  suppose  she  ih  gomg  to  give  them  every  colonv.    Whv,  sir,  can  any  man  doubt, 

theirfreedom.   Not  at  all.   Sheis  willing  to  sell  ig  there  a  gentlcmrm  here,  even  the  Senator 

them  to  themselves  ai  a  fair  pnce ;  and  so  she  from  Maino,  who  d<.«bts  that  if.  after  the  Revo- 

8^®  ^^  •  lution,  the  different  states  (»f  this  Union  hai  not 

«  And  we  do  commvtt  and  give  unto  you  full  power  and  P*'^^«^^  ^'^^^  "P^»  **^«  ^"^U'^*  to  aliolish  slavery. 

aufboriti«  by  thiiw  j.rinientu,  to  accepte.  liilmltto  and  recire  to  SUDVCrt  this  COinniOn   law  Ot   the  continent, 

to  be  manumywd,  enfraunchlned.  and  made  free,  8uche  and  every  ono  of  those  StatCS  WOuld  bo  slavestatCS 

■0  many  of  onr  bondmMi  and  bondwomen  in  blixid,  with  all  „. .  9    Ji^^„  ,««««  *\,^„  r«««,  ^«.«4.^<,  9   TWA  ^^*  au^. 

and  erery  theire  children  and  Kequelli.,thH^egoodc^lande8,  ^^^^    llow  Came  they  free  States  ?    Did  not  they 


toncmentea,  nnd  hiTe'litnmi»nt«.  an  are  now  apporteynynge  have  this  institution  of  slavery  imprinted  upon 

or  rMgarJaunte  to  all  or  any  of  our  manora,  land«-R,  U-no-  thom    bv  the   nower   of  the  niothiT  eountrv  t 

mentee.  po««»Mion8. or  lien-diUraentR  within  the  Nud  wroml  I'  M  1  P^    .  f    2\  V**^   ",  " "        ^""" *  V/ 

countk'j«  of  C<»rnw«ll.  IV-von,  S.m^rwtt,  an<l  01ouct»«er.  aji  J  low  did  they  get  rid  of  it  ?    All,  all  inu<t  admit 


0  acts  of  Icgis- 


to  you  by  your  dl^cri'tloni*  Hhsll  wme  mote  nnd  convenient,  that  they  had    to    pass    positiv 

qfil!imeyV,  be  Uani  nnfrr.crivrd  to  nur  us*  TnrXhemti^iuwyn-  10*^0"    ♦?   accomplish   this    purpOSO.      A>  itllOUt 

aion  and  enfrauncblsiemont.  and  for  the  poftHcPnionv.  nnd  that  legislation  they  WOuld  Still  1)0  slave  statCS. 

*?njoyingof  all  and  ulngular  theire  landea.  tonementea,  here-  W^at   then    beeomes  of  the  nrpt«»Tt.  th«it  hIat- 

4Utamenta,  gnodea  and  chattells  wbatioever,  a«  you  and  they  ^  naii  men,  oetomes  01  ino  prciexi-  mat  Siav 

.din  agree  for  the  tame  affeer  your  wiadomee  and  dlicretions.^'  eiy  Only  existS   in  thOSO   StatCS   where  it  ITlf 


SLAVBHT. 


Qttabliflbed  bj  positiTe  legislation,  that  it  has 
no  inherent  vitality  oat  of  those  states,  and 
that  slaves  are  not  considered  as  property  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f 

When  the  delegates  of  the  several  colonies, 
which  had  thus  asserted  their  independence 
of  the  British  Crown,  met  in  convention,  the 
decision  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  Sommersett 
ease  was  recent — known  to  all.  At  the  same 
time,  a  number  of  the  northern  colonies  had 
taken  incipient  steps  for  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves.  Uere  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that, 
with  a  prudent  reArd  to  what  the  Senator 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Hamlin]  yesterday  called 
the  "sensitive  pocket-nerve,"  they  all  made 
these  provisions  prospective.  Slavery  was  to 
be  abolished  after  a  certain  future  time— just 
enough  time  to  give  their  citizens  convenient 
opportunity  for  selling  the  slaves  to  southern 
planters,  putting  the  money  in  their  pockets, 
and  then  sending  to  us  here,  on  this  floor,  rep- 
resentatives who  flaunt  in  robes  of  sanctimo- 
nious holiness ;  who  make  parade  of  a  cheap 
philanthropy,  exercised  at  our  expense;  and 
who  say  to  all  men,  "  Look  ye  now,  how  holy, 
how  pure  we  are;  you  are  polluted  by  the 
touch  of  slavery ;  we  are  free  from  it." 

I  say  that  was  the  position  of  the  delegates 
when  they  met  in  convention,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  provision  in  relation  to  slaves. 
In  the  northern  states  slavery  was  about  to  be 
abolished.  If  Lord  Mansfield's  decision  in 
the  Sommersett  case  was  to  be  followed  as 
the  rule,  it  was  obvious  that  southern  slaves 
were  exposed  to  being  plundered,  robbed,  car- 
ried away  from  their  masters.  On  the  other 
hand,  by  a  compromise  between  the  north  and 
the  south,  slaves  had  entered  into  the  repre- 
sentative basis  of  the  country.  What  was  .to 
be  done  ?  Two  clauses  were  put  in  the  Consti- 
tntion,  one  to  guaranty  to  the  south  its  pro- 
perty— it  provided  for  the  return  to  the  south- 
em  owner  of  the  slave  that  was  recognised  as 
his  property  ;  another  clause  for  the  north,  to 
prevent  a  disturbance  of  the  representative 
oanis  by  importation  of  slaves.  The  north 
aaid  to  the  south,  **  you  shall  not  increase  your 
laboring  population  by  importation  after 
twenty  years,  because  we  of  the  north  have 
an  interest  in  that  question  ;  we  have  agreed 
they  shall  be  counted  in  the  representative 
basis,  and  we  want  protection  as  well  as  you." 
That  is  all  the  Constitution  says  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  guaranties  to  the  south  the  sanctity 
of  its  peculiar  property ;  it  protects  the  north 
ag^nst  any  abnormal  augmentation  of  the 
number  of  slaves  in  the  south  which  might 
give  them  an  undue  preponderance  in  the  rep- 
resentation of  the  different  states  of  the  Union. 

Now,  sir,  because  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  says — what  is  patent  to  every 
man  who  reads  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — that  it  does  guaranty  property  in  slaves, 
it  has  been  attacked  wiUi  vituperation  here, 
on  this  floor,  by  Senators  on  all  sides.  Some 
have  abstainea  from  any  indecent,  insulting 
rsmarks  in  relation  to  the  court.    Some  have 


confined  themselves  to  calm  and  legitimaie 
argument.  Tc  them  I  am  about  to  reply.  To 
the  others  I  shall  have  something  to  say  a 
little  later.  What  says  the  Senator  from 
Maine  ?  [Mr.  Fessenden. j 
He  says : 

'*  Had  the  remit  of  that  election  been  othenrliie,  And  bad 
not  the  (Democratic)  party  toiamphed  on  the  dogma  whfdi 
they  had  thus  Introduced,  we  should  nerer  have  liesrd  d  a 
doctrine  so  vtterly  at  Tarianee  with  all  truth;  so  utterly 
deiititute  of  all  le^al  iogle;  ao  founded  on  error,  and  unflop* 

Sorted  by  anything  like  argument,  aa  la  the  o^nlon  of  tM 
.upreme  Court." 

He  says,  further: 

"  I  ahould  like.  If  I  had  time,  to  attempt  to  deraonatrato 
the  Ikllaey  of  that  opinion.  I  have  examined  the  view  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea  on  the  queation  of 
the  power  of  the  ConiiUtutlon  to  carry  alarery  Into  free  tei^ 
ritory  belonging  to  the  United  State*,  and  I  tell  you  that  1 
believe  any  tolerably  reapectable  Uwyer  In  the  United 
Statra  can  t4iow.  beyond  all  quetction,  to  any  Iklr  and  unpre- 
judiced mind,  that  the  deeinion  haa  nothing  to  atand  vpoa 
except  amumption,  and  bad  logic  from  the  aaromptiooa 
made.  Tbn  ninin  proposition  on  which  that  dedfloD  It 
founded,  the  oomer-Rtone  of  it,  without  which  It  la  nofUag, 
without  which  It  (ails  entirely  to  satiufy  the  mind  of  aay 
man,  is  this:  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StfttM 
recognises  property  in  slaves,  and  protects  it  aa  audi.  I 
deny  it  It  neither  recognises  slaves  aa  property,  nor  doea 
it  protect  slaves  as  property." 

The  Senator  here,  you  see,  says  that  the 
whole  decision  is  based  on  that  assumption, 
which  he  pronounces  false.  He  says  that  the 
Constitution  does  not  recognise  slaves  as  pro- 
perty, nor  protect  them  as  property,  and  his 
reasoning,  a  little  further  on,  is  somewhat 
curious.    He  says : 


"  On  what  do  they  found  the  aasertlon  that  the  OonatUn- 
tion  recognises  slaves  aa  property  f  On  the  provision  of  tba 
Constitution  by  which  Congress  is  prohibited  from  paasing  •• 
law  to  prevent  the  African  slave  trade  for  twenU  yean;  and 
therefore  they  say  the  Constitution  recognises  slaves  aa  pn>> 
perty." 

I  should  think  that  was  a  pretty  fair  recog- 
nition of  it.  On  this  point  the  gentleman  d^ 
clares: 

**  Will  not  anybody  see  that  this  constitutional  prorkloB, 
if  it  works  one  way,  must  work  the  othorf  If  by  allowUig 
the  slave  trade  for  twenty  years,  we  recognise  davas  aa 
property,  when  we  say  that  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  we 
will  cease  to  allow  it,  or  may  cease  to  do  ao,  is  not  that 
denying  them  to  be  property  after  that  period  elapase  V* 

That  is  the  argument.  Nothing  bat  my  re- 
spect for  the  logical  intellect  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine  could  make  me  treat  this  argu- 
ment as  serious,  and  nothing  but  having  heard 
it  myself  would  make  me  believe  that  he  ever 
uttered  it.  What,  sir!  The  Constitution  of 
our  country  says  to  the  south,  "you  shall 
count  as  the  basis  of  your  representation  fivt 
slaves  as  being  three  white  men ;  you  shall  bo 
protected  in  the  natural  increase  of  your 
slaves ;  nay,  more,  as  a  matter  of  compromise 
you  may  increase  their  number  if  you  chooee, 
for  twenty  years,  by  importation ;  when  theea 
twenty  years  are  out,  you  shall  stop.'^  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  says* 
"  well :  is  not  this  a  recognition  of  slavery,  of 
property  in  slaves?"  **0h,  no,"  says  tho 
eendeman,  "  the  rule  must  work  both  ways ; 
were  is  a  converse  to  the  proposition."    Now^ 
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sir,  to  an  ordinair,  uninBtruoted  intellect,  it 
woald  seem  that  the  converse  of  the  proposi- 
tion was  simply  that  at  the  end  of  twenty 
years  you  should  not  any  longer  increase  your 
numbers  by  importation ;  but  the  gentleman 
says  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  that  at 
the  end  of  the  twenty  years,  after  you  have, 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  Constitution,  been 
adding  by  importation  to  the  previous  number 
of  your  slaves,  then  all  those  you  Ulad  before, 
•n  I  all  those  that,  under  that  Constitution,  you 
have  imported,  cease  to  be  recognised  as  pro- 
perty by  the  Constitution,  and  on  this  proposi- 
tion he  assails  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States — a  proposition  which  he  says 
will  occur  to  anybody ! 
'  Mr.  Fessenden.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  ? 

Mr.  Benjamin.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
enter  into  this  question  with  the  Senator  now, 
but  I  fear  it  is  so  late  that  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  eet  through  to-day. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  suppose  it  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. 

Mr.  Benjamin.  What  says  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  ^Mr.  Collamer,]  who  also  went  into 
this  examination  somewnat  extensively?  I 
read  from  his  printed  speech : 

*<  I  do  not  my  that  riares  are  nerer  property.  I  do  not 
tar  that  they  are,  or  are  not  Within  the  limits  of  a  state 
wnieh  declares  them  to  be  property,  they  are  property, 
beeaoae  they  are  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  goTernment 
which  makes  the  declaration ;  but  I  should  wish  to  speak 
Of  it  In  the  light  of  a  member  of  the  United  SUtes  Senate, 
and  in  the  language  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  If 
this  be  property  in  the  states,  what  is  the  nature  and  extent 
of  it?  1  insist  that  the  Supreme  Court  have  often  d(>cldod. 
and  ererybody  has  understood,  tliat  slavery  Is  a  local  insti- 
tation,  existing  by  force  of  state  law;  and  of  cDUrne  that 
law  can  give  it  no  possible  character  beyond  the  limits  of 
that  state.  I  shall,  no  doubt,  find  the  idea  better  expreswd 
in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Neldon,  in  this  same  Dred  Scott 
decision.    I  prefer  to  r«»d  his  language,    lie  declares : 

" '  Every  state  or  nation  posatHMes  sn  exclusive  sovereignty 
and  Jurisdiction  within  her  own  territory ;  and  her  Taws 
affect  and  bind  all  property  and  persons  residing  within  it. 
It  may  regulate  tlie  mannor  and  circumstances  under  which 
property  is  held,  and  the  condition,  <>npncity,  and  state  of  all 
persons  therein ;  and  also  the  reiumty  and  the  modos  of  admi- 
nistering Justine.  And  it  is  equally  true  that  no  state  or 
nation  can  affert  or  bind  property  out  of  its  territory,  (tr 
persons  not  residing  within  it.  No  state,  therefore,  can 
enact  laws  to  operate  beyund  its  own  dnminions ;  and,  if  it 
attempts  to  do  so,  mav  be  lawfully  refused  olMMlience.  Such 
lawi  can  have  no  authority  extra-territorially.  This  is  the 
iwceasmry  result  of  the  indepeudcnoe  of  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate sovereignties.' 

**  Here  is  the  law;  and  under  It  exists  the  law  of  slavery 
In  the  different  states.  By  virtue  of  tliis  very  principle  it 
cannot  extend  one  inch  beyond  its  own  territorial  limits. 
A  Btate  cannot  regulate  the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  of 
Own»r  and  property,  the  manner  and  title  of  descent,  or 
anything  else,  one  inch  beyond  its  territory.  Then  you 
cannot,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  slavery,  if  it  makes  slaves 
property  in  a  state,  if  you  please,  move  that  property  out  of 
the  state.  It  ends  whenever  you  jmuw  from  that  state.  You 
may  pass  Into  another  state  that  has  a  like  law ;  and  if  you 
do,  yon  hold  it  bv  virtue  of  that  law;  but  the  moment  you 
paa  beyond  the  limits  of  the  slaveholdin^;  states,  all  title  to 
the  property  called  property  In  slaves  there  ends.  Under 
each  a  law  slaves  cannot  be  carried  as  pmperty  into  the  ter^ 
ritoriea,  or  anywhere  else  beyond  the  states  anthoriiing  it. 
It  is  not  property  anywhere  else.  If  the  Constitution  of  the 
united  States  gives  any  other  and  further  character  than 
this  to  slave  property,  let  ns  acknowledge  It  fidrly,  and  end 
ail  itrillB  about  IL  If  it  does  not,  I  ask.  In  all  candor,  thst 
men  on  the  other  side  shall  say  so,  and  let  this  point  be  set- 
tled. What  is  the  point  we  are  to  inquire  Into?  It  is  this : 
doei  the  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes  make  slaves  pro- 
perty beyond  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  etatet  anthorixing 
riaveryf  If  it  only  acknowledges  them  as  property  within 
that  Jurisdiction,  it  has  not  extended  the  property  one  inch 
NfOBi  the  itata  line;  bat  ii;  ae  the  Supreme  Qmrt  aeeme 


to  my.  It  doai  neognlm  and  proleet  tb«n  M  pnpit^  flvtfMK 
than  state  limita,  and  more  than  the  state  laws  do,  then. 
indeed,  it  becomes  like  other  property.  Hie  Bnpnme  Cboit 
rest  this  claim  upon  this  elanae  or  the  OoneUtatlon  :*  No  pci^ 
son  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state  wnder  the  lawa 
thereof^  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  rsgnlacJon 
therein,  be  discharged  fh)m  sneh  servtee  or  laoor.  Mit  riiall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  soch  esiiiua 
or  labor  may  be  due.*  Now  the  question  is,  does  that 
guaranty  it?  Does  that  make  it  the  mme  as  other  property  t 
The  very  iiact  that  this  clause  makee  provision  on  the  sat^jeet 
of  persons  bound  to  service,  shows  that  Uie  framera  of  tiie 
Constitution  did  not  regard  It  as  other  property.  It  wae  a 
thing  that  needed  some  prorislon ;  other  property  did  not. 
The  insertion  of  such  a  provision  shows  that  It  waa  not 
regarded  as  other  property.  If  a  man's  horse  stray  from 
Delaware  Into  l*cnnsylvanla,  he  can  go  and  get  It.  Is  thort 
anv  provision  in  the  Constitution  fbr  It?  No.  How 
this  to  be  there,  if  a  slave  is  property?  If  it  Is  the 
other  property  why  have  any  providon  about  It?** 


It  will  undoubtedly  have  stmck  any  person, 
in  hearing  this  passace  read  from  the  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  \  ermont,  whom  I  regret 
not  to  see  in  his  seat  to-day,  that  the  whole 
arj^ment,  inj^cuiously  as  it  is  put,  rests  upon 
this  fullacv — If  I  may  say  so  with  due  respect 
to  him — tliat  a  man  cannot  have  titie  in  prt> 
perty  wherever  the  law  does  not  eive  him  a 
remedy  or  process  for  the  assertion  of  his 
title  ;  or,  in  other  words,  his  whole  argument 
rests  upon  the  old  confusion  of  ideas  which 
considers  a  man's  right  and  his  remedy  to  be 
one  and  the  same  thing.  I  have  alreadv  shown 
to  jou,  by  the  passages  I  have  cited  from  the 
opinions  of  Lord  Stowell  and  of  Judge  Story, 
how  they  regard  this  subject.  They  say  thai 
the  slave  who  goes  to  England,  or  goes  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, from  a  slave  state,  is  still  a  slavi^— 
that  he  is  still  his  master's  property  ;  but  that 
his  master,  has  lost  control  over  him,  not  by 
reason  of  the  cessation  of  his  property,  but 
because  those  states  grant  no  remedy  to  the 
master  by  which  he  can  exercise  his  control. 

There  are  numerous  illustrations  upon  this 
point — illustrations  furnished  by  the  copy- 
right laws,  illustrations  furnished  by  patent 
liiws.  Let  us  take  a  cose— one  that  appeals  to 
us  all.  There  lives  now  a  man  in  Lngland 
who  from  time  to  time  sings  to  the  enchanted 
ear  of  the  civilized  world  strains  of  such 
melody  that  the  charmed  senses  seem  to  aban- 
don the  grosser  regions  of  earth,  and  to  rise  to 
purer  and  serener  regions  above.  Gud  has 
created  that  man  a  poet.  His  inspiration  is 
his ;  his  songs  are  his  by  right  divine ;  they 
are  his  property,  so  recognised  by  human  law. 
Yet  here  in  these  United  States  men  steal 
Tennyson's  works  and  sell  his  property  for 
their  profit;  and  this  because,  in  spite  of 
the  violated  conscience  of  the  nation,  we  refuse 
to  give  him  protection  for  his  property. 

Examine  your  Constitution  ;  are  slaves  the 
only  species  of  property  there  recognised  as 
requiring  peculiar  protection  ?  Sir,  tne  inven- 
tive genius  of  our  brethren  of  the  north  is  a 
source  of  vast  wealth  to  them  and  vast  benefit 
to  the  nation.  I  saw  a  short  time  ago  in  one 
of  the  New  York  journals,  that  the  estimated 
value  of  a  few  of  the  patents  now  before  us  in 
this  Capitol  for  renewal  was  $40,000,000.  1 
cannot  believe  that  the  entire  capital  inrested 
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in  hiTeiitions  of  iliit  ehancter  in  the  United 
States  can  fall  short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  million  dollars.  On  what 
protection  does  this  vast  property  rest  ?  Just 
upon  that  same  constitutional  protection  which 
giyee  a  remedy  to  the  slave  owner  when  his 
property  is  also  found  outside  of  the  limits  of 
the  state  in  which  he  lives. 

Without  this  protection,  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  northern  inventor?  Why, 
rir,  the  Vermont  inventor  protected  by  his 
own  law  would  come  to  Massachusetts,  and 
there  say  to  the  pirate  who  had  stolen  his 
property,  "  render  me  up  my  property,  or  pay 
me  value  for  its  use."  The  Senator  from  \  er- 
mont  would  receive  for  answer,  if  he  were  the 
counsel  of  this  Vermont  inventor,  **  Sir,  if  you 
want  protection  for  your  property  go  to  your 
own  state ;  property  is  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  within  whose  jurisdiction  it  is 
found ;  you  have  no  property  in  your  inven- 
tion outside  of  the  limits  of  ^our  state  ;  you 
cannot  go  an  inch  beyond  it.''  Would  not 
this  be  so  ?  Does  not  every  man  ^ec  at  once 
that  the  right  of  the  inventor  to  his  discovery, 
that  the  right  of  the  poet  to  his  inspiratiou, 
depends  upon  those  principles  of  eternal  jus- 
tice which  God  has  implanted  in  the  heart  of 
man,  and  that  wherever  he  cannot  exercise 
them,  it  is  because  man,  faithless  to  the  trust 
that  ho  has  received  from  (iod,  denies  them 
the  protection  to  which  they  are  entitled  ? 

Sir,  follow  out  the  illustration  which  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  himself  has  given  :  take 
hia  very  case  of  the  Delaware  owner,  of  a  horse 
riding  him  across  the  line  into  Pennsylvania. 
The  Senator  says:  **Xow,  you  sec  that  slaves 
are  not  property  like  other  property  ;  if  slaves 
were  property  like  other  pr<»porty,  why  have 
you  this  special  clause  in  your  Constitution  to 
protect  a  slave?  You  have  no  clause  to  pro- 
tect the  horse,  because  horsos  are  reoonrmsetl 
as  property  everywhere."  Mr.  Presi«lent,  the 
same  tallacy  lurks  at  the  bottom  of  this  argu- 
ment, as  of  all  the  rest.  Let  Pennsylvania 
exercise  her  undoubted  jurisdiction  over  per- 
sons and  things  within  her  own  boundary :  let 
her  do  as  she  has  a  perfect  right  to  do — 
declare  that  hereafter,  within  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  there  shall  be  no  property  in 
horses,  and  tliat  no  man  shall  maiutam  a  suit 
in  her  courts  for  the  recovery  of  property  in  a 
horse;  and  where  will  your  horse  owner  be 
then  ?  Just  where  the  English  p<.)et  is  now ; 
just  where  the  slaveholder  and  the  inventor 
would  be  if  the  Constitution,  foreseeing  a 
difference  of  opinion  in  relation  to  rights  in 
these  subject-matters,  had  not  provided  the 
remedy  in  relation  to  such  property  as  might 
easily  be  plundered.  Slaves,  if  you  pletise, 
are  not  property  like  other  property  in  this  *. 
that  you  can  easily  rob  us  of  them  ;  but  as  to 
the  right  in  them,  that  man  has  to  overthrow 
the  whole  history  of  the  world,  he  has  to 
overthrow  every  treatise  on  jurisprudence,  he 
has  to  ignore  the  common  sentiment  of  man- 
kind, he  has  to  repudiate  the  authority  of  all 


that  18  considered  sacred  with  man,  ere  he  quo,' 
reach  the  conclusion  that  the  person  who 
owns  a  slave,  in  a  country  where  slavery  has 
been  established  for  ages,  has  no  other  pro- 
perty in  that  slave  than  the  mere  title  which- 
IS  ^ven  by  the  statute  law  of  the  land  where 
it  IS  found. 

I  never  heard  this  question  disputed  before ; 
I  never  heard  a  suggestion  that  slaves  werai 
not  protected  as  property  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  till  I  heard  it  from  the 
Senator  from  Maine  here  the  other  day.  In 
the  sixteenth  volume  of  Peters's  Reports,  there 
is  the  report  of  a  case  which  occurred  between 
the  states  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  elaborately  argued.  The  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  sent  her  attomey-^neral  into 
the  room  below  to  affirm  her  right  to  the 
legislation  which  she  had  passed.  Although 
the  suit  was  in  the  name  of  an  individual, 
really  it  was  the  rights  of  Maryland  that  were 
concerned,  and  it  was  the  state  of  Maryland 
that  was  interested  in  the  decision.  The  case 
is  known  by  the  title  in  the  law-books  of  Prigg 
cersus  The  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Every  judge 
on  the  bench  gave  his  decision  in  that  case, 
livery  judge  on  the  bench  concurred  in  the 
decision.  Judge  Story  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court;  the  other  judges  delivering  their 
individual  opinions,  where  they  did  not  pre- 
cisely agree  with  the  general  language  of  the 
court.  Amongst  those  judges  was  Judge 
McLean,  one  of  the  dissentient  judges  in  the 
Dred  Scott  case.  Let  us  hear  what  ho  says 
about  slaves  being  property  under  the  Consti- 
tution. I  shall  read  a  short  passage,  a  para- 
graph or  two  only.  I  take  this  out  of  his 
statement  of  his  opinion  at  page  G61,  of  IGth 
Peters.  He  quotes  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion that  protects  us  in  our  rights  to  fugitive 
slaves,  and  he  says : 

*'  Tt  wan  (WigTinl  to  |irritH*t  the  ritchtu  of  the  mMter,  and 
acalriHt  whuiii  i  Not  a^airint  the  fitato.  nnr  the  ptopleof  Um 
f>tnt«!  in  whirh  he  reHiili-y;  but  ngatnRt  the  (Ktoplti  and  tbm 
Ie>riH!atiTo  iirUon  of  other  RtHtoH.  whiTe  the  furtive  fircm 
Iitbiir  ini((ht  Ix*  found.  IikI^t  thn  ronfi-tieraUon,  the  nuwtar 
haR  no  legnl  meannof  eiifoning  hid  uiaRTS  in  a  state  opposed 
to  »Inv(>ry.  A  dlAref^rd  of  rft/hU  than  awterted  wan  deefriy 
f«>lt  in  the  Houth.  It  prodncpd  (rrent  exritrment,  and  wooM 
hare  led  to  ro.'iults  dt^trurlivo  df  the  l'ni(»n.  To  arold  thli^ 
the  oDUHtltutional  guarantee  wan  eMiential.'* 

Now  what  is  this  guarantee  ?  He  tolls  us, 
at  page  071  of  the  same  volume: 

'*  I  cannot  perct'lTe  how  an^r  one  can  donbt  that  (he  remedy 
given  in  the  Conntitution,  if,  indeed.  It  give  any  remedy 
without  iegifilation,  wo.-*  d<>fi|f ned  to  he  a  peaceful  one;  ■ 
remedy  mnctioned  by  judiiial  authority;  a  rein«^y  n^iarded 
by  the  fonnx  of  law.  But  the  Inquiry  le  reiterated,  la  not 
the  master  entit1e<l  to  hia  pmp^rttff  I  anawer  tliat  h«  fa. 
Hit  right  it  gitatxtntitd  hy  the  Omrtittttion ;  and  the  niOKt 
pumniary  mfantt  for  ita  enforcement  ia  found  in  (he  aet  of  ' 
rnngret'a.  And  neither  the  Ktate  nor  its  dtizena  can  obatmdt 
the  pro«:ecntlon  of  this  right.'' 

That  was  Judge  McLean's  language.  When 
I  find  language  like  this  even  from  the 
minority  of  the  court  in  the  Dred  Suott  case^ 
when  i  find  the  entire  court,  man  for  man, 
concurring  that  the  ooosUttttional  rigbt^pf  thfit 
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floath  are  goanuitied  in  sltTes  m  propertj  by 
this  olaoae  in  the  Constitation,  I  must  express 
lay  intense  sarprise  at  hearing  the  Senator 
fxom  Maine,  ^liure  that  the  Drcd  Soott 
deoision  was  not  t:  be  supported,  because  it 
vested  for  a  oomer-stone  on  the  assumption 
tliat  slaves  were  rccoenised  by  the  Constitu- 
tion as  property,  which  assumption  he  denied. 
— -JScm  J.  r.  Bei^amin,  in  Vie  Senate,  March 
lllh,  1858. 


'<  Sur :  I  believe  that  no  cancer  on  the  phy- 
sical body  was  ever  more  certain,  steady,  and 
fatal  in  its  progress  than  is  this  cancer  on  the 
political  body  of  the  state  of  Yirsinia.  I 
admit  that  we  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  the 
origin  of  this  evil  among  us ;  we  are  not  to 
be  blamed  for  its  existence  now,  but  we  shall 
deserve  the  severest  censure  if  we  do  not  take 
measures,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  remove  it." 
•— Jfr.  Berry,  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in 
1832. 

**  It  is  now  asserted  that  slavery  is  '  a  mo- 
ral evil,'  in  other  words  a  sin,  and  consc- 
auently  that  those  who  hold  slaves  are  guilty 
lerefor.  Sir,  when  I  look  to  those  enduring 
precepts  of  moral  conduct  which,  mocking  au 
change,  and  defying  all  flight  of  years,  shall 
be  made  more  and  more  illustrious  as  eternal 
ages  shall  crown  them  with  the  fruits  of  their 
happy  influence,  I  see  slavery  there  tolerated, 
I  boa  almost  said  inculcated.  I  see  such  lan- 
guage as  this :  *  Both  thy  bondmen  and  thy 
bondmaids  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  are 
round  about  you;  of  them  shall  you  buy 
bondmen  and  bondmaids ;  and  yc  sliall  take 
them  as  an  inheritance  for  your  children  after 
you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possession,'  &o. 
And  looking  through  the  pages  of  that  sacred 
book  from  Geuosis  to  Apocalypse,  I  find  an 
exhortation  to  every  virtue  and  a  rebuke  for 
every  sin ;  but  I  nowhere  find  a  condemnation 
of  the  slaveholder.  I  see  there  the  admoni- 
tion, *  Servants,  be  obedient  to  your  masters;' 
but  I  do  not  see  the  direction,  *  pilasters,  manu- 
mit your  slaves.'  I  see  it  said,  *  Ye  shall  not 
bear  false  witness  against  your  neigh})or;' 
but  I  do  not  see  anything  like  this :  '  Form 
abolition  societies,"  and  abuse  slaveholders.' 
I  read,  'Blessed  ore  the  peacemakers;'  but 
no  blessing  is  promised  for  attempting  to  ox- 
cite  servile  insurrection.  ♦  ♦  *  Satisfied 
ourselves  that  there  is  no  immorality  in  it,  wo 
have  a  very  slight  opinion  of  those  who  arc 
81  egregiously  wounded  in  conscience  for  us." 
— Jl/i'.  Bocock  of  Ta.,  JET.  ofR.,  June  30,  1848. 

"  This  is  a  grave  and  important  subject — one 
that  ought  to  be  and  will  be  considered.  Its  im- 
portance demands  that  it  should  be  considered 
and  debated  here ;  and  is  not,  as  some  gentle- 
men think,  a  reason  that  it  should  be  passed 
•n  silence,  and  acted  upon  in  secret,  ^lo,  sir, 
our  action  should  be  calm  and  dispassionate, 
but  open,  bold,  and  manly.    Sir,  that  it  is  an 


evil,  a  great  and  appalUng  aril,  ha  darad  ba^. 
lieve  no  sane  man  would  or  ooold  denT. 

"  Nor,  sir,  can  it  be  denied  that  it  deprma 
us  of  many  of  those  advantages,  facilities,  and 
blessings  which  we  should  ai^<^  had  wa  a 
more  dense  white  population.  Thai  it  ia  a 
blightine,  withering  curse  npon  this  land,  ia 
claarly  demonstrated  by  this  yeiy  discnsaion. 
itself. 

"  Notwithstanding  Eastern  gentleman  liad 
waxed  so  warm,  there  are  many,  very  maaj 
in  Eastern  Virginia  who  had  rather  reain 
their  slaves  gratuitously  than  submit  to  tno 
ills  of  slavery ;  many  who  had  rather  tun 
them  loose  and  leave  them  behind,  while  thc{y 
should  seek  a  happier  clime— a  land  alike  a 
stranger  to  slaves  and  slavery." — Mr.  BoUitkg 
of  Va.  in  the  Legislature  in  1832. 

"You  think  that  slavery  is  a  great  eviL 
Very  well,  think  so ;  but  keep  your  thonghta 
to  yourselves.  For  myself,  I  re^urd  slavery  aa 
a  great  moral,  social,  and  religions  bleasing— 
a  blessing  to  the  slave,  a  blessing  to  his  maa- 
ter." — Hon,  Albert  0.  Brown  of  Miss. 

"  That  what  is  called  slaverr  is,  in  reality^ 
a  political  institution,  essential  to  the  peace, 
safety,  and  prosperity  of  those  statea  of  the 
Union  in  which  it  exists." — Mr.  Calhoun, 

"  I  took  occasion  to  observe  that  I  beliewed 
the  people  of  Norfolk  county  would  r^oioa^ 


could  they,  even  in  the  vista  of  time,  see 
scheme  fi;r  the  gradual  removal  of  this  cniae 
from  our  land.  I  was  desirous  to  see  a  report 
from  the  committee  declaring  the  slave  popu- 
lation an  evil,  and  recommending  to  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth  the  adoption  of  aom 
plan  for  its  riddance." — Mr.  Chandler  of  Va, 
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"  But  if,  unhappily,  we  should  be  involved 
in  war — in  a  civil  war  between  the  two  parts 
of  this  confederacy,  in  which  the  efforts  upon 
the  one  side  should  be  to  restrain  the  intro- 
duction of  slaverv  into  new  territories,  and 
u]x>n  the  other  side  to  fon^e  its  introduction 
there,  what  a  spectacle  should  we  present  to 
the  astonishment  of  mankind,  in  an  effort,  not 
to  propa;;ate  rights,  but — I  must  say,  though 
I  trust  it  will  be  understood  to  be  said  with  no 
design  to  excite  feelinc — a  war  to  propagate 
wrongs  in  the  territories  thus  acquired  from 
Mexico.  It  would  be  a  war  in  which  we 
should  have  no  svmpathies — ^no  good  wishef* ; 
in  which  all  mankind  would  be  against  us ;  in 
which  our  own  history  itself  would  be  against 
us ;  for  from  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lution down  to  the  present  time,  we  have  con- 
stantly reproached  our  British  ancestors  for 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  this  w^untry. 
And  allow  me  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  one  of  the  best  dofcnces  which  can  be  made 
to  presen-e  the  institution  of  slavery  in  this 
country,  that  it  was  forced  upon  us  against  the 
wishes  of  our  ancestors,  of  our  own  Amerioan 


•LAimr. 


687 


colonial  anoeeton,  and  bj  the  oupiditj  of  our 
Bhtifih  oommeroial  anoeaton/' — Mr,  Clay,  in 
1850. 

Resolutions  of  the  colony  of  Darien,  in  the 
state  of  Qeorgia  :— 

'*  We,  the  representatives  of  the  extensive 
district  of  Danen,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
beinj;  now  assembled  in  Congress,  b^  the  au- 
thority and  free  choice  of  the  inhabitants  of 
sud  district,  now  freed  from  their  fetters,  do 
resolve." 

Then  follow  several  resolutions,  setting 
forth  the  grounds  of  complaint  against  the 
oppressions  of  Great  Britain,  closing  with : — 

"  To  show  to  the  world  that  we  are  not  in- 
fluenced by  any  contracted  or  interested  mo- 
tives, but  bv  a  general  philanthropy  for  all 
mankind,  of  whatever  climate,  language,  or 
complexion,  we  hereby  declare  our  disappro- 
bation and  abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  prac- 
tice of  slavery  in  America,  (however  the  un- 
cultivated state  of  our  country  or  other  specious 
arguments  may  plead  for  it) — a  practice  found- 
ed in  injustice  and  cruelty,  and  highly  dan- 
gerous to  our  liberties  as  well  as  lives,  debasing 
part  of  our  fellow-creatures  below  men,  and 
corrupting  the  virtue  and  the  morals  of  the 
rest,  and  laying  the  basis  of  that  liberty  we 
contend  for,  and  which  we  pray  the  Almighty 
to  continue  to  the  latest  posterity,  upon  a  very 
wrong  foundation.  We,  therefore,  resolve  at 
aU  times  to  use  our  utmost  endeavors  for  the 
manumission  of  our  slaves  in  this  colony,  upon 
the  most  safe  and  equitable  footing  for  the 
masters  and  themselves." 

*'That  slavery  is  the  natural,  the  proper 
condition  of  the  African— one  that  is  advan- 
tageous to  his  master,  and  a  ^eat  blessing  to 
him." — Mr.  Featherston  o/Mus, 

''To  extend  the  institution  indefinitely,  it 
(the  Constitution)  prohibited  the  passage  of 
any  law  to  stop  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
Auica  and  elsewhere,  prior  to  the  year  1808. 
Another  clause,  with  a  view  to  its  perpetua- 
tion, for  ever  provides  for  the  recapture  of 
fugitives  who  escape  to  non-slaveholding 
states.  Notwithstanuing  these  plain  stipula- 
tions between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slave- 
Lolding  states,  constituting  the  essential,  vital 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  without  which 
all  admit  the  confederation  could  not  have 
been  formed,  we  are  cantingly  told  that 
'  slavery  is  a  sin,  and  the  North  is  opposed  to 
its  extension.  We  the  philanthropists  of  this 
day,  are  better  than  tne  sa^  and  heroes, 
purified  b^  the  trials  of  the  Revolution  and 
covered  with  its  glories,  who  assembled  in  the 
old  halls  of  the  Confederation  in  1787.'  I 
have  no  reply  to  make  to  these  pharisaical 
pretensions:  they  are  beneath  contempt.  I 
^un  content  with  the  religion  of  the  Bible  and 
the  Constitution  of  our  fathers,  uncorrupted 
hj  the  comments  of  the  pseudo  moralists  and 
■tatesmen  who  now  shod  their  coruscations 
upon  u^    I  shall  certainly  not  condescend  to 


reply  to  the  poling  sophistrTiipon  this  sab- 
ieot,  so  often  heavl  in  this  Hoose.  Were  I 
disposed  to  argue  the  question  of  slavery,  with* 
out  reference  to  the  Constitntion,  in  all  its 
relations,  religious,  moral,  social,  and  politiciJ, 
no  fear  of  its  successful  vindication  wonld  re- 
strain me. 

"  It  would  seem  to  be  profanation  to  call 
an  institution  of  society  irreligious,  immoral,  , 
which  is  expressly  and  repeatedly  sanctioned 
by  the  word  of  God — ^which  existed  in  the 
tents  of  the  patriarchs,  and  in  the  households 
of  his  own  cnosen  people." — Hon,  &,  W»  ^Mf^ 
of  Ala. 

'*  When  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  taket 
place,  it  will  be  an  event  which  must  be  pleas- 
ing to  every  generous  mind,  and  every  triend 
of  human  nature." — Mr.  Iredell  of  Jv.  C,  in 
iheconvention  of  that  Hale  to  ratify  the  Fedend 
Constitution. 

In  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Dr.  Price, 
which  bears  date  Paris,  August  7th,  1785,  is 
the  following  extract : — 

"  Southw^  of  the  Chesapeake,  it  will  find 
but  few  readers  concurring  with  it  (Dr.  P.'s 
book)  in  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
From  the  mouth  to  the  head  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, the  bulk  of  the  people  will  approve  it 
in  theory,  and  it  will  find  a  respectable  mi- 
noiity  ready  to  adopt  it  in  practice;  a  minority 
which,  for  weight  and  worth  of  character,  pre- 
ponderates against  the  greater  number  who 
have  not  the  courage  to  divest  their  families 
of  a  property  which,  however,  keeps  their 
conscience  uneasy.  Northward  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, you  may  find  here  and  there  an  oppo- 
nent to  your  doctrine,  as  yon  may  find  nere 
and  there  a  robber  or  a  murderer ;  but  in  no 
greater  number.  In  that  part  of  America, 
mere  being  but  few  slaves,  they  can  easily 
disencumber  themselves  of  them :  and  eman- 
cipation is  put  into  such  a  train  that  in  a  few 
years  there  will  be  no  slaves  northward  of 
Maryland.  In  Maryland,  I  do  not  find  such 
a  disposition  to  begin  the  redress  of  the  enor- 
mity as  in  Virginia.  This  is  the  next  state  to 
which  we  may  turn  our  eye  for  the  interesting 
spectacle  of  justice  in  conflict  with  avarice  and 
oppression ;  a  conflict  wherein  the  sacred  side 
is  gaining  daily  recruits  from  the  influx  into 
office  of  young  men,  grown  and  growing  up." 

In  Mr.  Jeflerson's  notes  on  Virginia,  ne 
thus  alludes  to  the  prospects  of  emancipar 
tion: — 

"  I  think  a  change  already  perceptible  since 
the  origin  of  our  present  revolution.  The 
spirit  of  the  master  is  abating ;  that  of  the 
slave  is  rising  from  the  dust,  his  condition 
mollifying,  and  the  way  I  hope  preparing 
under  the  auspices  of  Heaven,  for  a  total 
emancipation." 

In  another  place,  declari%g  his  own  senti- 
ments, he  said : — 

"{Nobody  wishes  more  ardently  than  I  to 
see  an  abolition  not  only  of  the  trade,  but  of 
the  condition  of  sUyery ;  and  certainly  nobodj 


568  THE  POLITICAL  TECT-BOOK. 

inll  be  more  willing  to  enoonnter  any  sacrifice  for  which  nature  has  done  so  iniieh  and  art 
for  thai  olgoct.''  so  little.    If  cultivated  by  free  labor,  the  aott 

of  Virginia  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  Taal 
"^  popalntion,  amone   whom    labor  would    b# 

uonorable,  and  where   "the  bnsy  ham  of- 
"  I  attached  myself  in  early  life  to  that  men"  would  tell  that  all  were  happy  and  all 
party  which  was  always  and  ever  opposed  to  wore  free." — Mr,  Marshall  of  Va,  ta  Home  ^f 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  I  say  nere  to-  hdtgaUa  in  1832. 
night  that  the  Whig  party  of  the  north  has  — 

always  hod  that  creed,  and  these  Republicans       .,T>.r        xi  t^-x*  v^ 

can't  take  out  a  patent  for  it,  for  many  a  long  .  '  ?"^  ^r>»"  *^«  ^f^'^  V°?f  f "  ^  «^: 
year.  And  I  say  that  Millard  Fillmore  hai  {f  *f '  »°*!  ^^  conferred  rights  m  which  aU 
been  true  to  that  party,  and  has  never  had  had  acquiesced.  Among  the  most  enlightened 
any  other  principle  but  that  which  would  pre-  "^^l^^  ^'C  atitiqui  y  one  of  these  ngfits  waa 


vent  the  further  extonsicm  of  8lavery."-/feii.   J^^^V^?  "^'^^^  "^r*"*  ''"'^''''r   n®  ^^'*^'*«i 
Jiram  Kdchum  of  N,  Y.  ^  ^'"^K  ^'^"^*'  ^'^^  ***r  "**"«®  ^^  all  nations  could 


any  other  principle  but  that  which  would  j); 
vent  the  further  exi       * 

Hivam  Kdchum  of  ^^,  ^.  ^  .  i         -         *  i.    xu     i         r 

•^      not  be  proiioun(;eu  repugnant  to  the  law  of 

nations,  which  was  certainly  to  be  tried  by 

usascc.    That  which  had 

received  the  asycnt  ol 

cry  was  a  lavonto  topic  witli  many 


"  I  thought,  till  very  lately,  that  it  was  l""""":  ^"*""  ^ 

kno^^-n  to  eVervbi^ly  that,  during  the  Revolu-  ***®  ^''''\  ,7  R**"^^^*  .   „  _       *  i    *u   i        r  n 

tion.and  for  inany  years  after,  the  abolition  reccnTd  the  assent  ofall  must !« the  law  of  a^^ 

of  slavery  was  a  ifivirito  topic  with  many  of  "  ^I'^verv    hen.  had  "s  on^m  in  force ;  but 

our  a]>lest  statesmen,  who  entertained  with  ?^  ^^/^  ^^^  '/  ^f}  «-^^,^*'l  *^^*  »^^?»  *^«  *f 5'J: 

respect  all    the   schemes  which  wi*»ilom   or  miate  result  (»f  force  the  state  of  things  which 

ingenuity  could  suggest  for  its  accomplish-  ^^^^^  thus  prodace.!  hy  general  consent  could 

mciit."-.Vr.  Ij^ijh  r/  Va,  in  Convention,  "^^  i^;  pronounced  u«  awful. 

•'     •' "Ihrciujiliout  Cnristenuoiii  this  harsh  rule 

"  Evcrj- addition  the  states  receive  to  their  hiul  Wei.  cxi.I.hIo,!,  and  war  jras  no  longer 

miinber  of  slaves  tends  to  weaken  and  render  C'>"s"lt're.l  us  kiviuk  a  r.-ht  to  enslave  cajj- 


.;•         "                          '^                   .       -    .-  it>  l«.'iral  S'»lMii(jii  in  ilji)v(.  priori  jilos  which  arc 

—  saricti'tiir.l  })y  tho  ur?a;^<'s,  tlio  ijati«»nal  acts, 

"Sliiv.TV  is  ruinous  to  tlie  whites— retards  ii'i'l,«l"\;"':;':™l  assont'uf  that  j-ortion  of  the 

imi,r..von..n.t-ro.,ts  out  industrious  .x-.-ula-  "•■rM  ..;  which  he  .■..ns.dors  l,inis.-lt  a  yart, 

tion-hanishes  the  yeomanry  of  the  i-ountrv-  ="'''  '^/'vr  ''"*'  •'-' "i'l'^;''  '*  """l":-.   If  ^e 

dq.rives  the  si.innir,  the  weaver,  the  mn^ith.  'i^.'^''^^  *"  •'"""""'J'""'!  ""  ""•■  ''•f  "^  '"•'i'"'^ 

th'.  shMemnlcr  tlie  oarm-ntor,  of  on.,.l,.v nt  ""","'  .'.'"T'.  ''jT  'I"'';*'','"  ,""";'.  »'«■ /""'"'•o"^ 

find  Rij.iK,rt.     This  evil  admits  of  no  ri^n.-dv  ";*  ;'«'=;',''"'  '"  f'"".'- "»  tlie  le-ality  of  tho  trade, 

-it  is  fneroasinji.  and  will  continue  t..  in-  «"  h  I'Uropo  and  An.enra  embarked  m   if, 

.;reas...  until  the  wiudo  oouiitrv  will  U:  i„wn-  '"I'   '»'•.  "™'"'j'.!}™  c-ntun.-s  ,t  was  earned  on 


dated  with  one  lihick  wave  covering  its  wliolc 
extent,  with  a  few  wliite  faces  hero  and  there 


A 

sup- 


withtiut  «)]»|Misitiwn  an<l  without  censure, 
jurist  coulil  not  say  that  a  practice  thus 

i!oaVinV'"n"thfiVurfaeer  "ti'ic  ma-tc'r'im'rno  i:"'"*^' 7;'-'  ill";t."l/'""l.'|'"t  those  enpi^.-cd  m 
■•apital  hut  what  is  vested  in  human  ll...h :'""'.«'".''"  J'"'""'""'  ''\^'""'"J»:"''"''">' "'  ^J 
the  father,  instead  of  hcinK  ri.duT  for  his   'l''I>"V'it>""  of  {.roprrty.  -Ch„J  Justut  Mar- 

sons,  is  at  a  loss  how  to  provide  for  them ;  *  '^'   ' 
there  is  no  diversity  of  occupations,  no  incen- 

lives  to  enterprise.     Lahor  of  every  species  is       *•  Slavery   di^'M)iini;r<'s   arts   and   manufae- 

•lisroputalile,  because   performed   ni(»stly   by  tures.   The  chives  ]>riMhMM?  the  nvnt  ^leruicious 

slaves.     Our   towns   arc   stationary,  our  vil-  cHW-ts  on  nianiM'r>.    Kvcrv  master  of  slaves  is 

lages  alim^st  everywhere  declining,  and  the  lH)rn  a  petty  tyrant.   Tlicy  hrin;;  the  judgment 

general  asjie»'t  of  the  country  marks  the  curse  of  Heaven  np«Mi  a  cnuntrv.    As  nations  cannot 

(»f  a  wastt^fnl,  idle,  reckless  population,  who  l)o  rewanled  or  punishi»il  in  the  next  world, 

have  no  interest  in  the  soil,  and  care  not  how  tiu'v  must  l»e  in  tliis.     J»v  an  inevitable  chjiiu 

much  it  is  impoverished.  of  causes   and   effects.    l*rovidence  punishes 

"Public  improvements  are  neglected  and  national  sins  by  national  cahmiities." — Gto 

the  entire  continent  does  not  present  a  region  Jfatf07i  of  Va, 


"  W6  know  thftfc  tbd  pictoro  10  tll6  '  ffHmtei^  AMdry  HuCmeCfMa. 

foil  preeeDtmonf  of  the  trae  one.    We  know     ^'  ^* "  """^  ^^•"r'*  f,*  J"*  ""'^  ??7^"Ty5S 

,7    .*.^^  .  ,  ,  vMw.      »T  w  AuvTT  Q^n  mantors  worthy  of  «ll  honor,  that  tM  name  of  God 

that  inemcienoy  and  langaor  cnaractense  our  and  hu  doctrine  be  not  biMpbemed. 

moYemente ;  that  enterprise  is  scarcely  known  ^  «•  .^n*  '*»*L5?*^  *?J*  **'"*J*^5  ""^  HI  '*?°.^"*'* 

._  v   X />  V  ^*  i*  •!_  *    ii  denplM  <Aoit,  because  they  are  brethren ;  but  rather  do  (Ar» 

to  US,  but  from  observation  of  its  influence  on  wrrlce,  becaute  they  are  ftlthful  end  beloved,  partaken  ol 

Other  communities.      We  know  that  the  bless-  the  benefit    Theee  thinffs  teach  and  exhort 

ings  of  our  position  and  «.a.  and  clunato  aro  J;e^.rSS.n!:?,°^''S^u?L^'7^rchS^^ 

OOUntervailed   by   the   apathy   of  our    public  to  the  doctrine  whlehli  aooordiug  to  Kodllnese; 

counsels,  and  by  our  exclusive  reliance  upon  ^  *•  **•  J*  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doting  about  q«^ 

1.'        11*'         r\       'x         X  J         '^  tlons  and  Btrifeit  of  words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  strife,  rail* 

mvoluntary  labor.    Our  interests  and  senses  ingg,  evil  nurmiKingi, 

proclaim  tne  progress  of  general  decline ;  con-      ^-  vwnrene  di«putiog8  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  d<»> 

Mience  and  experience  attest  that  slavery  is  J'uc°hVi'tM«™toySr*'°*  ""*  ■""     godUn-.,:  ft*" 

&  arvSz'ii  JihorrtLriirsine  »y  °«i«""8  ^ »°«'*''y  *°  ^^  ''•'^'*«  ^  ^^^ 

upon  the  brTghtind  the  beautifulthat8t?U  show  *'""«  Z'^^^^t  "^F  p,*'-  f""**?'  ^^  Tf^" 

forth  as  intrinsic  qualities  of  her  character,  »»»'»» showed  that  thoClnstmn  religion  neither 

but  look  at  her  in  reference  to  her  every  day  "'1?  "^?>  J^^  *"  ^'^\Ta  'i^l\^^T  ""? 

.>.n..f;^»i  K«k;*  ««/!  ««.*.^.»«^^    ;-   =ki  «/♦  "ght  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  law  ot 

practical  habit  and  appearance,  is  she  not  ^  ,       ^/j       ^  ^    ^         ^ 

anything  but  prosperous?    Do  we  not  in  this  .1^    ,.'  ^     f    *     1     r  •        1         \1 

^^i^lww.^  ^^»f^i.»i«L  ii«,  ;««♦!«  ™.i,^«  ^«  ««_  *"®y  li^^'     Instead  of  encouraging  slaves  to 

UKr  «  ™^?!^r  h»  JirH^'nl  „nf^LT  disSbcdicnce,  the  Gospel  makers  ^0™  more 

irara  her  as  meager,  naggard,  ana  entecbled :  r  -^x  v  %       i  •     x-  a    i  i 

^dccrepitud?8t^ling  up^n  her  limbs;  a^  ^'"["1  and  conscientious.     And  by  swcetcn- 

given  over  to  leanness  and  fmpotency ;  and  as  '"•f.^'jf  ^^'^^'  of  mastere,  and  inspinn,^  them 

lasting  away  under  the  improvidence  and  with  benevolence  it  renders  the  conduum  of 

the  inactivit/ which  eternally  accompany  the  '^^  ''*'«  T'"  °       •"  /•(''""ir'' '.     ' 

fatal  institution  that  she  cherishes;  andiher-  '".  P^P^f""?   "'.T    "nT     ^u    •     ,     '* 

:„i.«-  *^  -  ^  ,.*u«     —i  ^      '11  I  1  u  8i)int  01  the  Odspel,  they  will  treat  their  slaves 

ishes,  too,  as  a  mother,  who  will  hazard  her  *•  ,  ,  •*.    '     i      "      •      *i        *i    •   /• 

own  life  mther  than  part  even  with  a  mon-  Y      h"'"'^^/?.  »'«!  «7«"  g've  them  their  free- 

Btious  offspring  that  Uicts  her?     Sir,  it  is  **""•'  "''<'"  """'  "«"""=«»  ""="'  ^"""^  "  f"^'""' 

4-fiiA  f\f  V'l■m,r',n^n    iiiif  r.«At./^1«r  fhnt-  oli^  lw»^   «.v*        ^^  J?<'r\antfl,  be  obedient  to  th«m  that  nn»  your  niafltcrs 

true  of  V  irginia,  not  merely  that  she  ha.s  not  at^,^,i„^  ^o  the  Hwh,  with  f^ir  and  tn^mbiini,  in  w^gie- 

advanced,  but  that  in  many  renpects  she  has  nu88oty<»irbeart  as  auto  Christ; 

greatly  declined;  and  what  have  we  got  as  a      ^^''' 'r*\**  «y«f rviw,  a^  uu.npw«ri« :  but  as  the  »r- 

^  x*        r    \.i  •      1      !•  vants  of  Christ,  duiug  the  will  of  Ood  from  the  hoart; 

compensation  tor  tins  Uecline — an  a  conipciisa-        7.  with  good  will  doing  service,  as  to  the  lK)rd,  and  Eot 

tion  for  this  disparity  between  what  A^'irg'.nia  is  to  «no» : 

a««j1  «*k«»  «lw»  .J%:/«V.«-  Ur.«./v  1  ««^  9      VT^*i.r...-  1  „i        8.  Knowing  that  whatsoever  goo<l  tblnc  any  man  doe'h, 

and  what  she  might  have  been  ?      x\  Otlling  but  j^e  same  shall  he  roceire  of  the  Lord,  whelher  he  bt  lK>ud 

the  right  of  property  m  the  very  beings  who  or  five. 

have  brought  this  disparity  upon  us.  This  is  As  the  Gospel  does  not  cancel  the  civil 
our  pay;  this  is  what  we  have  gotten  to  re-  rj^rhts  of  maDkind,  I  sav  to  bond  servants, 
munerate  us  for  our  delinquent  prosperity;  obey  vour  masters,  who  have  the  property  of 
to  repay  us  for  our  desolated  fields,  our  torpid  your  bodv,  with  fear  and  trembling,  as  lial^lo 
enterprise ;  and  in  this  dark  day  of  our  hum-  to  bo  punished  by  them  for  disobedience: 
bled  importance,  to  sustain  our  hopes,  and  to  obey  also  from  tbe'lnte^^rity  of  vour  own  dig- 
soothe  our  pride  as  a  people."— (?op.  McDowell.  j)osition  as  obeying  Christ.   Do  this  not  merely 

—  when  their  eyes  are  on  you,  or  they  are  to  ex- 

Opixions  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McKnight.  ?^«*^"®  yo"""  '^''''^'  T  ^^''^\^''  7^'"'''''  T)^,/^^"^ 

-,  ,     ,  -  __  /Ti     J        .  ««v  ^^  ^^  please  men,  but  as  bondmen  of  Christ, 

Because  the  law  of  Moses  (Lxod.  xxi.  22)  ^joing  the  will  of  God  in  this  matter  from  the 

allowed  no  Israelite  to  be  made  a  slave  for  life  soul-— that  is  diligently. 

without    his    own    consent,    the    Judaizing       ^^\\([^^  cheerfulness  do  your  duty  to  your 

teachers  to  allure  slaves  to  their  party,  taught  earthly  master,  as  servants  to  the  Lord  Christ ; 

that  under  tlie  Gospel,  likewise,  involuntary  fo-  \^  serving  them  faithfully  ye  serve  him, 


Christian   slaves   to  obey  and    honor    their   recollect  what  your  religion  teaches  you,  that 


ho  opposed  the  wholesome  precepts  of  Jesus  ^^rd  from  Christ,  whether  he  be  a  slave  or  a 

Christ,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  which  freeman. 

is  in  all  points  conformal>le  to  godliness  or      o.,  ^        *     w-  i     n  «%.<    „..^^*.  .<wv»ii». «« 

,          'i«i./              o\         J                  «-j  22.  Surrants,  obey  in  all  things  your  ruAMters  according  to 

sound  morality  (verse  6)^  and  was  puned  up  the  flesh;  not  with  eveeervli^,  aameopWasen;  but  in  gin- 

with  pride,  without  p^)ssessing  any  true  know-  giene«  of  heart,  fearing  God :                  .  ^^  ,    ^     ^ 

ledge  either  of  the  yewish  or  tjhriktian  revel*-  ^^f- Aodwh.u«r,.do,ao.<h.«uiy.«toth.i*rt.«Hi 

tion  (verse  )).  24.  Knowing*  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall  receives  the  reward 

Thi»  nn<4>4iio'A   in    thA  AniAfln  rpf^rpAH    ^i\  \\n  of  the  inheriUnce :  for  ye  serve  the  liOrd  Christ. 

xne  passage  m  me  epistie  reierrea  to  oy  ,^  ,j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ,,^„  ,^j^^  f^,  ^^  ^^^ 

Jt,  alcH.nigllt,  IS  in  tnese  WOras : —  which  he  hath  done:  and  tliere  ii  no  respect  of  penoxtf. 
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■ 

Dr.  McKnight  explains  this  passage  in  the  harmony  and  peace,  thej  oonld  not  do  it 

fbllowine  iiote : —  There  ia  a  great,  overruhng,  practical  neceiH 

Thougn  the  word  doulos  properly  signifies  sity,  which  would  prevent  it.  They  ought  not 

slave,  our  English  translators,  in  all  tlie  places  to  submit  to  it  upon  principle  if  they  could, 

where  the  duties  of  slaves  are  inculcated,  have  and  could  not  if  they  would.  — Afr.  Warner  of 

justly  translated  it  servant ;  because  anciently  Oa. 
the  (Ireeks  and  Romans  had  scarce  any  ser-  — 

vents  l,ut  slaves,  and  because  the  duties  of  a       ..  jj^^„  ^m  ^^^^      ^  pr«ductiw. 

liireti  servant,  during  the  time  of  hw  service  ^^^^^  ^i,i  ^^^  ag^^uUure,  its  commerce,  or  its 

at^  the  same  a^i  those  «f  the  slave,  so  that  manufactures  flourish,  so  long  as  they  depend 
what  the  apoHtle  said  to  the  slave,  wm,  in  reluctant  bondmeu  for  their  pJopr^" 

effect,  said  to  the  himl  servant     Upon  those  _^jy^  Phu:kne,,  of  Md.  in  a  letter  to  dke  Lf 

Srinciples  the  translations  of  the  ocnptures  ^.-.i^/....^  .•«  i-«o 

esigned  for  countries  where  shivery  is  aix)l-  ^  

ished,  and  servants  are  freemen,  the  word 

deilos  may,  with  truth,  be  translated  a  ser-       "  Slavery  has  the  effect  of  ]/essening  the 

Tant.    In  this  and  the  parallel  pussa<rc  (Ephe-  free  population  of  a  country.    The  wealthy 

sians,  vi.  5),  the  apostle  is  very  particular  in  are  not  dependent  upon  the  poor  for  those  aids 

his  precepts  to  slaves  and  lords ;  because  in  and  those  services,  compensation  for  which 

all  tne  countries  where  slavery  was  established,  enables  the  poor  man  to  give  bread  to  hu 

many  of  the  slaves  were  exceedingly  addicted  family-.    The  ordinary  mechanic  arts  are  all 

to  fraud,  lying,  and  stealing,  and  many  of  the  practised  by  slaves. 

masters  were  tyrannical  and  cruel  to  their  **  In  the  servitude  of  Europe  in  the  middle 
slaves.  Perhaps  also  he  was  thus  particular  ages,  in  years  of  famine,  the  poor  had  to  bar- 
in  his  precepts  to  slaves,  because  the  Jews  ter  their  liberty  for  bread ;  they  had  to  sur- 
held  perpetual  slavery  to  be  unlawful,  and  render  their  liberty  to  some  wealthy  man  to 
because  the  Judaizing;  teachers  propagated  save  their  families  from  the  horrors  of  famine, 
that  doctrine  in  the  church.  But,  from  the  The  slaves  were  sustained  in  sickness  and  in 
apostle's  precepts,  it  may  be  inferred  that  if  famine  upon  the  wealth  of  their  master,  who 
slaves  are  justly  acquired,  they  may  be  law-  preserved  them  as  he  would  any  other  species 
fully  retained,  as  the  Gt»8pcl  does  not  make  of  property.  All  the  sources  of  the  poor  man's 
forbid  any  of  the  political  rights  of  mankind,  supnort  were  absorbed  by  him.    In  this  ooun* 

—  try  lie  raniiot  become  a  slave,  but  he  flies  to 
"  There  is  not  a  slaveholder,  in  this  House  some  other  ccjuntry  more  congenial  to  his  Con- 
or out  of  it,  but  who  knows,  perfectly  well  dition,  and  where  he  who  supports  himself  by 
that,  whenever  slavcrv  is  confined  withm  cer-  honest  lal»<»r  is  not  depraued  in  his  caste, 
tain  sj>ccial  limits,  its  future  existence  is  Those  who  remain,  relying  upon  the  support 
dcK)med  ;  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  its  of  casual  emnloyment,  (»ften  become  more 
final  destruetion.  You  may  take  any  siii<^le  (le;rra«le(l  in  tlieir  cimdition  than  the  slaves 
slavehuMing  county  in  the  Southern  states,  in  themselves." — Mr.  T.  J.  Randolph  of  la.,  in 
which  the  great  staples  of  cotton  and  sugar  the  Jjeyislaturey  in  1K32. 
are  cultivated  to  any  extent,  and  confine  the  — 

present  slave  population  within  the  limits  of        '*  It  has  been  said  that  slavery  is  a  MtX)med 

that  county.     Such  is  the  rapid  natural  in-  institution  :  and  so  I  believe* — ikM^me<I  to  exist 

crease  of   ilie  slaves,  and  the  rapid  exhaus-  for  ever.     It  is  one  of  the  oldest  institutions 


tion   of  the  soil   in  the  cultivation  of  thos»> 
cn^ps,     (whieh    add    so    much    to    the   cum 


among  men.     In  every  age.  in  ever}'  clime  it 
has  been  practised  and  sanctioneil  by  man- 


mercial  wealth  of  the  county,)  that  in  a  few  !  kind,  whether  acting  upon  the  light  of  nature 
years  it  would  be  impossible  t«)  su]»port  them  or  (»f  revelation.  Indeed,  among  men.  Chris- 
within  the  limits  of  each  county,  lioth  master  tianity  itself  has  not  so  many  evidences  in  its 
and  slave  would  be  8tarve<l  (»ut ;  and  what '  favor.  A  small  part  of  mankind  have  been 
would  )>e  the  j>ni(!tical  effect  in  any  one  county,  Christians,  while  the  practice  of  slavery  has 
the  same  result  would  happen  to  all  the  |  been  universal.  Solon  and  Lycurgus  are 
elavehohiing  states.  Slavery  cannot  be  con-  known  to  us  by  the  fame  of  their  legislation  ; 
fined  within  certain  h|>ocifie<l  limits  without ,  they  made  no  laws  against  slavery.  Greece 
prcxlucing -the  destruction  of  V>oth  master  and  !  and  Rome,  the  most  distinguished  and  civ- 
slave.    It  requires  fresh  lands,  plenty  of  wood    ilized  of  ancient   nations,  were  slaveholders. 

Our  Otinstitution,  the  work  of  our  fathers, 
recognised  it.  Our  Saviour  stood  upon  the 
world  amid  slaves,  where  the  master  hud 
power  over  the  life  of  the  servant ;  lie  did  not 
rebuke  it,  or  denounce  it  as  a  crime.  And  I 
trust  I  will  be  pardone<l  for  resting  my  con- 
science u]>on  these  high  authorities,  and  for 
declining  to  commit  it  to  tho  keeping  of  these 
modem  Free  Soil  saints,  who  have  so  much 


and  water,  not  only  for  the  comfort  and  hapni 
ness  of  the  slave,  but  for  the  benefit  of  tlic 
owner.  We  understand  perfectly  well  ihe 
practical  effect  of  the  proposed  restriction 
upon  our  rights,  and  to  what  extent  it  inter- 
feres with  slavery  in  the  states ;  and  we  also 
understand  the  object  and  purpose  of  that  in- 
terference. If  the  slaveholding  states  shimld 
ever  ])e  so  regardless  of  their  rights,  and  their 


honor,  as  co-equal  states,  to  be  willing  to  sub-  trouble  in  keeping  their  own."— J.  //.  Sarag€ 
mit  to  tliis  proposed  restriction,  for  the  sake  of  ;q/*  7Vn».,  in  H,  of  R,,  May  13,  1850. 
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**  I  beliero  that  the  insiitadoii  of  slaTerj  is 
a  Dohle  ono ;  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  good, 
tlic  wcll-beiji p;  of  the  negro  race.  Looking  to 
history,  I  ^  further,  and  I  say,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  thitt  assembly,  and  onder  all  the  im- 
posing circumstances  sorronndine  me,  that  I 
>elieve  it  is  God's  institntion.  xes,  sir,  if 
there  is  anything  in  the  action  of  the  great 
Author  of  us  all ;  if  there  b  anything  in  the 
conduct  of  His  chosen  people;  if  uiere  is 
anything  in  the  conduct  or  Christ  himself, 
vrho  came  u[>on  this  earth,  and  yielded  up  his 
life  08  a  sacrifice,  that  all  through  his  cteatb 
might  live ;  if  there  is  anything  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  apostles,  who  inculcated  obedience 
upon  the  part  of  slaves  towards  their  masters 
as  a  Christian  duty,  then  we  must  believe  that 
the  institution  is  from  God/' — Hon,  WiUiam 
Smiih  of  Fa.,  in  a  speech  in  the  H,of  Reps, 

The  following  lecture  on  ''  Slavery — its  con- 
stitutional status — its  influence  on  tiie  African 
race  and  Society,"  was  delivered  in  the  Tre- 
mont  Temple,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1856,  by  Hon.  R.  Toombs  of  Ga. : — 

I  propose  to  submit  to  you  this  evening 
some  considerations  and  reneotions  upon  two 
points. 

1st.  The  constitutional  powers  and  duties 
of  the  federal  government,  in  relation  to  do- 
mestic slavery. 

2(1.  The  inlSuence  of  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  United  States,  upon  the  slave  and  society. 

Under  the  first  head,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
show  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  limit,  re- 
strain, or  in  any  manner  to  impair  slavery ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  bound  to  protect  and 
maintain  it  in  the  states  where  it  exists,  and 
wherever  its  flag  floats,  and  its  jurisdiction  is 
paramount. 

On  the  second  point,  I  maintain  that  so  long 
as  the  African  and  Caucasian  races  co-exist 
in  the  same  society,  that  the  subordination  of 
the  African  is  its  normal,  necessary,  and  pro- 
per condition,  and  that  such  subordination  is 
tlie  condition  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
highest  interest  and  the  greatest  happiness  of 
both  races,  and  consequently  of  the  whole  so- 
ciety ;  and  that  the  abolition  of  slavery,  under 
these  conditions,  is  not  a  remedy  for  any  of 
the  evils  of  the  system.  I  admit  that  the  truth 
of  these  propositions,  stated  under  the  second 
point,  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  existence 
and  permanence  of  the  system.  They  rest  on 
*he  truth  that  the  white  is  the  superior  race, 
and  the  black  the  inferior ;  and  that  subordi- 
nation, with  or  without  law,  will  be  the  status 
of  the  African  in  this  mixed  society;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  the  interest  of  both,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  black  race,  and  of  the  whole  so- 
eietv,  that  this  status  should  be  fixed,  con- 
trolled, and  protected  by  law.  The  perfect 
equality  of  tne  superior  race,  and  the  leeal 
4ubordmation  of  the  inferior,  are  the  founda- 
tions on  which  we  have  erected  our  republican 
iTstems.  Their  soundness  must  be  tested  by 
Uieir  conformity  to  the  sovereigntj  of  right, 


the  amversal  law  which  oa^ht  to  govern  all 
people  in  all  countries.  This  sovereignty  of 
right  is  justice,  commonly  called  natural  jus- 
tice, not  the  vague,  uncertain  imaginings  of 
men,  but  natund  justice  as  interpreted  bv  the 
vnritten  oracles,  and  read  by  the  li^ht  of  the 
revelations  of  nature's  God.  In  this  sense  I 
recognise  a  "  higher  law,"  and  the  duty  of  all 
men,  by  legal  and  proper  means,  to  bring 
every  sooie^  in  conformitv  with  it. 

I  proceea  to  the  consideration  of  the  first 
point. 

The  old  thirteen  states,  before  the  Revela- 
tion, were  dependent  colonies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; each  was  a  separate  and  distinct  political 
community,  with  different  laws,  and  each  be- 
came an  independent  and  sovereign  state  by 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  At  the  time 
of  this  declaration,  slavery  was  a  fact,  and  a 
fact  recognised  by  law  in  each  of  them,  and 
the  slave  trade  was  lawful  commerce  by  the 
laws  of  nations  and  the  practice  of  mankind. 
This  declaration  was  drafted  by  a  slave- 
holder, adopted  by  the  representatives  of 
slaveholders,  and  did  not  emancipate  a  single 
African  slave ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  one  of 
the  charges  which  it  submitted  to  the  civilised 
world  against  King  George,  was,  that  he  hod 
attempted  to  excite  **  domestic  insurrection 
among  us."  At  the  time  of  this  declaration,  we 
had  no  common  government ;  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  were  submitted  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  eight  days  afterwards, 
and  were  not  adopted  by  all  of  the  states  until 
1781.  These  loose  and  imperfect  articles  of 
union  sufficed  to  bring  us  successfully  through 
the  Revolution.  Common  danger  was  a 
stroreer  bond  of  union  than  these  articles  of 
confcrleration ;  after  that  ceased,  they  were 
inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  peace.  They 
did  not  emancipate  a  single  slave. 

The  Constitution  was  framed  by  delegates 
elected  by  the  state  legislatures.  It  was  an 
emanation  from  the  sovereign  states  as  inde- 
pendent, separate  communities.  It  was  rati- 
fied by  conventions  of  these  separate  states, 
each  acting  for  itself.  The  members  of  these 
conventions  represented  the  sovereignty  of 
each  state,  but  they  were  not  elected  by  the 
whole  people  of  either  of  the  states.  Minors, 
women,  slaves.  Indians,  Africans,  bond  and 
free,  were  excluded  from  participating  in  this 
act  of  sovereignty.  Neither  were  all  the 
white  male  inhabitants  over  twenty-one  years 
old,  allowed  to  participate  in  it.  Some  were 
exclude<l  because  they  had  no  land ;  others 
for  the  want  of  good  cnaracters  ;  others  again 
because  they  were  non-freemen ;  and  a  large 
number  were  excluded  for  a  great  variety  of 
still  more  unimportant  reasons.  None  exer- 
cised this  high  privilege  except  those  uiKMi 
whom  each  state,  for  itself,  had  adjudged  it 
wise,  safe,  and  prudent  to  confer  it. 

By  this  Constitution,  these  states  granted  to 
the  federal  government  certain  well-defined 
and  clearly-specified  powers,  in  order  "to 
make  a  more  i>erfect  union,  establish  justieet 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  fi»r  tbi 
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oon&mon  defence  and  eeneral  welfkre,  and  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  (themselves 
and  their)  posteri^/'  And,  with  great  wis- 
dom and  forecast,  this  Constitution  lays  down 
a  plain,  certain,  and  sufficient  rule  for  its  own 
interpretation,  by  declaring  that  "  the  powers 
not  herein  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively, 
or  t(>  the  people."  The  federal  government 
is,  therefore,  a  limited  government.  It  is 
limited  expressly  to  the  exercise  of  the  enu- 
merated powers,  and  of  such  others  only 
'*  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
into  execution"  these  enumerated  powers. 
The  declaration  of  the  purposes  for  which 
these  powers  were  granted,  can  neither  in- 
crease nor  diminish  them.  If  any  one  or  nil 
of  them  were  to  fail  by  reason  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  granted  powers  to  secure  themj 
that  would  be  a  good  reason  for  a  now  grant, 
but  could  never  enlarge  the  granted  powers. 
That  declaration  wns  itnclf  a  limitation  instead 
of  an  enlargement  of  the  granted  powers.  If 
a  power  expressly  granted  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  thopo  declared,  such  use 
would  DC  a  violation  of  the  grant  and  a  fraud 
on  the  Constitution ;  and,  therefore,  it  follows 
that  if  anti-slavery  action  by  Congress  is  not 
warranted  bv  any  express  power,  nor  within 
any  of  the  declared  purposes  for  which  any 
such  power  was  granted,  the  exercise  of  even 
a  granted  power  to  effect  that  action,  under 
any  pretence  whatever,  would  fall  under  tlie 
just  condemnation  of  the  Constitution. 

The  history  of  the  times,  ami  the  donates  in 
tlio  ooiiv<Mitiun  which  framed  thoConi!»tituti(>n, 
fIhjw  that  this  whole  pulmrot  was  nuieh  con- 
k^idonMl  hy  Iheni,  and  **  por]^lexe(l  them  in  tlie 
oxtremo ;"  and  tlii>se  provisi«ms  «if  the  (.'onsti- 
tution  wliieh  related  to  it,  were  earisO'tly  con- 
sidered  hy  the  state  eonventionH  vliieli  a»l«»jited 
it.  iiici]»ieiit  legislation,  providin;^  I'nr  eman- 
ei]>ation,  had  alrea<ly  heen  adopted  l»y  some 
of  the  sfatca.  Mas>ai*l»usettH  hail  <leelare<l 
tliat  i-lavorv  was  extinj'iiishe<l  in  her  limits  l»v 
her  bill  of  rights  ;  the  Afriean  slave  trade  ha«l 
bc(Mi  le^rislated  nji^ainst  in  many  of  the  states, 
ynehnlin;^  Vir^^inia,  and  Maryland,  aTi<l  North 
Carolina.  The  puhlic  mind  was  un<iuestic»n- 
ahly  t4M»din<;  towards  emancipation.  '1  his  feel- 
in;^  displayed  itself  in  the  South  as  well  as  in 
the  North.  Some  t)f  the  delej^ates  from  the 
pn^ent  nhiveholding  f«tate«»  thoujrht  that  the 
jKJwer  o  alxilish,  not  cmly  the  Afriean  blavc 
tra<le,  but  slaverv  in  the  states*  oujrht  to  be 
given  to  the  federal  g«)vernment :  and  that  the 
Constitution  did  not  take  this  shape,  was  made 
(me  of  the  most  }>rominent  olijeetions  to  it  by 
Luther  Martin,  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  eonvention  from  Maryland:  and  Mr.  Ma- 
son, of  Virjjinia,  was  not  far  behind  him  in 
his  emancipation  ])rinciplc8.  Mr.  Madison 
8ympatliize<l  to  a  great  extent,  to  a  nuieh 
greater  extent  than  S(mie  of  the  represent^ 
ttivos  from  Massachusetts,  in  tliis  anti-slavery 
feeling ;  hence  we  find  that  anti-slavery  feel- 
iDga  were  extensively  indulged  in  by  many 


members  of  (be  oonTention,  botli  frooi  ua^F'^  [ 
holdine  and  non-slaveholding  statM.  This  faiel ' 
has  led  to  many  and  grave  errors;  artful  and  . 
unsompulons  men  have  used  it  much  to  d^ 
ceivo  the  northern  public.  Mere  opinions  of 
individual  men  have  been  relied  upon  as  an* ' 
thoritative  expositions  of  the  Constitatiou. 
Our  reply  to  them  is  simple,  direct:  they 
were  not  the  opinions  of  the  collective  body 
of  the  people,  who  made,  and  who  had  the 
right  to  make,  this  government;  and,  ther^ 
fore,  they  found  no  place  in  the  organic  law,  ■' 
and  by  that  alone  are  we  bound ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  concerns  us  rather  to  know  what  was 
the  collective  will  of  the  whole,  as  affirmed  by 
the  sovereign  states,  than  what  were  the  ojnu- 
ions  of  individual  men  in  the  conventi<m.  we 
wish  to  know  what  was  done  by  the  whole, 
not  what  some  of  the  members  thought  was 
best  to  be  done.  The  result  of  the  stru^le 
was,  that  not  a  single  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  Constitution  giving  iv)wer  to  the  federal 
government  anywhere,  either  to  alndish,  limit, 
restrain,  or  in  any  other  manner  to  impair  the 
system  of  slavery  iu  the  United  States:  but, 
on  the  Contrary,  every  clause  which  wiis  in- 
serted in  the  Constitution  on  this  subject,  does 
in  fact,  and  was  intended  either  to  iiicreuso  it* 
to  strengthen  it,  or  to  protect  it.  To  support 
these  positions,  I  appeal  to  the  Cimstitution 
itself,  to  the  contemiK)ranetnis  and  all  subse* 
cjuent  authoritative  interpretations  of  it.  The 
Constitution  provides  for  the  increa»*e  of  sla- 
very  by  pr<»hibiting  the  supnression  of  the 
slave  trade  for  twenty  years  alter  its  :i<l' option. 
It  declares  iu  the  1st  clause  of  the  0th  section 
of  the  first  article,  that  "the  miirration  i>T  im- 
portation (»f  such  persiins  as  any  of  the  state's 
now  tjxislinj];  shall  think  ]>roper  to  admit, 
shall  n«»t  he  prohihited  by  the  C«iiiirress  ]iri«»r 
to  tlic  vear  l^^^S,  hut  a  tax  or  tlutv  mav  bo 
iin]V)se'.l  on  such  im)iortatii>n,  not  exci-eding 
ten  dollars  fi»r  ea«li  pcrs  »n.''  After  that  time 
it  was  left  to  the  discretiim  of  CcJU^'-rrsj*  to 
prohibit,  or  n»»t  to  prohibit,  the  African  sbivo 
trade.  The  extension  of  this  traffi*'  in  Afri- 
cans from  1S(M)  to  IvSOS,  was  vt>ted  for  by  the 
whole  of  the  Now  En;rland  states,  inchnJinf^ 
Masstwrhusetts,  an<l  0}»posisl  by  Niririnin  and 
r>r'laware :  and  the  clau-e  was  in*'«Mie«l  in  tho 
Constitution  by  \t>tes  «if  the  N»^w  Kn;;l;ind 
states.  It  fosujrcd  an  activ<»  and  jirotirable 
trade  for  New  En;iland  capital  and  enterprise 
for  twenty  years,  by  which  a  larirt^  ailditii»n 
was  made  to  the  ori;^inal  stock  of  Africans  in 
the  I'nited  States,  and  tlhrivhv  it  incronsod 
slaverv.  This  clause  of  the  Constitution  was 
specially  favored  ;  it  was  one  of  tho^«^  clauses 
which  was  protcM'ted  a;raiiist  amcinlmeiit  by 
article  fifth. 

ShivtTy  is  stren;rthened  by  the  3d  clause, 
2d  section  of  first  article,  which  fixes  the  basis 
of  representation  accurilinir  to  numbers,  by 
l)n»viding  that  the  "numbers  shall  In?  detei* 
mined  by  addinsr  to  the  whole  number  of  free, 
persons,  including  those  boun<l  to  service  for- 
a  term  of  yours,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  Uirce-fifths  of  all  other  pereuns."  Tiii   : 
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proraioii  strengtheni  tlATery,  bj  giTing  the 
existiiig  slaTeholding  statee  man j  more  rep- 
resentatiTes  in  Con^rees  than  they  would  have, 
if  Blaves  were  oonsidered  only  as  property;  it 
was  much  debated,  but  finally  adopted,  with 
the  full  understanding  of  its  import,  oy  a  great 
majority. 

The  Constitution  protects  it  impliedly,  by 
withholding  all  power  to  injure  it,  or  limit  its 
duration,  but  it  protects  it  expressly  by  the 
Sd  clause  of  2d  section  of  the  4th  article,  by 
the  4th  section  of  the  4th  article,  and  by  the 
15th  clause  of  the  1st  article.    The  3d  clause 
of  the  2d  section,  4th  article,  proyides,  that*'  no 
persons  held  to  sendee  or  labor  in  one  state 
Dy  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another, 
snail,  in  oonsequence  of  any  law  or  regulation 
therein,  be  discharsred  from  such  service  or 
labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of 
the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  due/'    The  4th  section  of  the  4th  article 
provides,  that  Conitress  shall  protect  each  state 
^  on  application  of  the  legislature  (or  of  the 
executive  when  the  le^slature  cannot  be  con- 
yened)  acpdnst  domestic  violence."    The  15th 
daose  of  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  Congress  **  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel 
invasions."    The  first  of  these  three  clauses 
last  referred  to,  protects  slavery  by  following 
the  escaping  slaves  intonon-slaveholding  states 
and  retumme  him  to  bondage;  the  other 
clauses  place  me  whole  militarr  power  of  the 
republic  in  the  hands  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  repress  "  domestic  violence"  and  "  in- 
surrections."   Under  this  Constitution,  if  he 
flies  to  other  lands,  the  supreme  law  follows, 
captures,  and  returns  him;  if  he  resists  the 
law  by  which  he  is  held  in  bondage,  the  same 
Constitution  brings  its  military  power  to  his 
8uljuf;ation.    There  is  no  limit  to  this  protec- 
tion; It  must  exist  as  long  as  any  of  the  states 
tolerate  domestic  slavery,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion, unaltered,  endures.  None  of  these  clauses 
admit  of  misconception  or  doubtful  construc- 
tion. They  were  not  incorporated  into  the  char- 
ter of  our  liberties  by  surprise  or  inattention ; 
they  were  each  and  all  of  tnem  introduced  into 
that  body,  debated,  referred  to  committees,  re- 
ported upon,  and  adopted.  Our  construction  of 
them  is  supported  by  one  unbroken  and  har- 
monious current  of  decisions  and  adjudications 
by  the  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  de- 
partments of  the  government,  state  and  fed- 
eral, firom  President  Washington  to  President 
Pierce.  Twentyrepresentatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  hold  their  seats  to^ay, 
by  the  virtue  of  one  of  these  clauses.    The 
iuHcan  slave  trade  was  carried  on  its  whole 
appointed  period  under   another   of  them. 
Tnoosands  of  slaves  have  been  delivered  up 
onder  another ;  and  it  is  a  just  cause  of  oon- 
gratnlation  to  the  whole  country  that  no  oo- 
caaionhas  occurred  to  call  into  action  the 
remaining  clauses  which  have  been  quoted. 

These  constitutional  proyisloiis  were  me- 
iml^  toqoieeoid  in  ffftskhf  tboae  ifbo  did  not 


approve  them,  until  a  new  and  leas  obyiona 
q^uestion  sprang  out  of  the  Mquisition  of  ter- 
ritory. When  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
the  question  of  slavery  had  been  settled  in  the 
Northwest  Territory  by  the  articles  of  cession 
of  that  territory  by  the  state  of  Virginia ;  and 
at  that  time  the  United  States  had  not  an  acre 
of  land  over  which  it  claimed  unfettered  jurie> 
diction,  except  a  disputed  claim  on  our  south- 
western boundary,  which  will  hereafter  be 
considered  in  its  appropriate  connexion.  The 
acquisition  of  Louisiana  imposed  upon  Con- 

fress  the  necessity  of  its  government.  This 
uty  was  assumed  and  performed  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  without 
challenge  or  question,  for  nearly  seventeen 
years.  Equity  and  »>od  faith  shielded  it  from 
criticism.  But  in  lol9,  thirty  years  after  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  upon  application 
of  Missouri  for  admission  into  the  Union,  the 
extraordinary  pretension  was  for  the  first  time 
asserted  by  a  majority  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  that  Congress  not  only  had  the  power 
to  prohibit  the  extension  of  slavery  into  new 
territories  of  the  republic,  but  that  it  had 
power  to  compel  new  states,  seeking  admis* 
sion  into  the  Union,  to  prohibit  it  in  their  ovm 
constitutions,  and  mould  their  domestic  policy 
in  all  respects  to  suit  the  opinions,  whims,  or 
caprices  of  tlio  federal  government. 

This  novel  and  extraordinary  pretension 
subjected  the  whole  power  of  Congress  over  the 
territories  to  the  severest  criticism.  Abundant 
authority  was  found  in  the  Constitution  to 
mannoro  this  common  domain  merely  as  pro- 
perty ;  the  2d  clause,  3d  section  of  the  4th 
article  declares,  *Uhat  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ; 
and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  bo  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  particular  state." 
But  this  clause  was  rightfully  adjudicated  by 
the  supreme  judicial  authority  not  to  confer 
on  Congress  general  jurisdiction  over  territo- 
ries, but  by  its  terms  to  restrain  that  juris- 
diction to  their  mana^ment  as  property,  and 
even  without  that  adiudication,  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  prove  the  utter  disregard  of  all 
sound  principles  of  construction  of  this  at- 
tempt to  expand  this  simple  duty  "  to  dispose 
of  and  make  all  needful  rales  and  regulations 
concerning  the  territory  and  other  property 
of  the  United  States"  into  this  gigantic  ae- 
sumption  of  unlimited  power  in  all  cases 
whatsoever  over  the  territories.  When  the 
Constitution  seeks  to  confer  this  power,  it 
uses  appropriate  language;  when  it  wished 
to  conrer  this  power  over  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  tne  places  to  be  acquired  for 
forts,  magasines,  and  arsenals,  it  nves  Gon- 
^rees  power  **  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation 
m  all  cases  whateoever  over  them."  This  is 
explicit,  it  is  apt  language  to  express  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  and  no  ingenuity  can  construe 
the  daoae  conceniing  the  ^territories  into  the 
SBIM  neaniiiffi 
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Thi8  constniction  was  so  dear  that  Congress 
was  then  driven  to  look  for  power  to  goTem 
its  acquisitions  in  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  it  as  n  means  of  executing  the  express 
power  to  make  treaties.  The  right  to  acquire 
territory,  under  the  treaty-making  power,  was 
itself  an  implication — and  an  implication 
whose  rightfulness  was  denied  by  Mr.  Jeffer^ 
son,  who  exercised  it;  the  right  to  ^vem 
bcin;^  claimed  as  an  incident  of  the  right  to 
acquire,  was  then  but  an  implicadon  of  an 
implication,  and  tho  power  to  exclude  slavery 
therefrom  was  still  another  remove  from  the 
fountain  of  all  power — express  grant.  But 
whether  this  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
the  common  territories  claimed  from  the  one 
source  or  the  other,  it  cannot  be  sustained 
upon  any  sound  rule  of  constitutional  con- 
struction. The  power  is  not  expressly  granted. 
Then,  unless  it  can  be  shown  to  be  both  "  ne- 
cessary and  proper"  in  order  to  the  just  exe- 
cution of  a  granted  power,  the  constitutional 
argument  against  it  is  complete.  This  re- 
mains to  be  shown  by  the  advocates  of  this 
power.  Admit  the  \K)wer  in  Congress  to 
govern  the  territories  until  they  shall  be  ad- 
mitted OS  states  into  the  Union — derive  it 
either  from  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  last 
referred  to,  or  from  the  treaty-making  power, 
this  power  to  prohibit  slavery  is  not  an  inci- 
dent to  it  in  either  case,  because  it  is  neither 
"  necessary  nor  proper"  to  its  execution — that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  execute  the  treaty-making 
power,  is  shown  from  the  fact  that  the  treaty 
power  not  only  was  never  used  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  can  be  wisely  and  well  executed 
without  it,  and  has  been  repeatedly  used  to 
increase  and  protect  slavery.  The  acquisi- 
tions of  Louisiana  and  Florida  arc  examples 
of  its  use,  without  the  exercise  of  this  pre- 
tended "  necessary  and  proper"  incident.  Nu- 
merous treaties  and  conventions,  with  both 
savage  and  civilized  nations,  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  government,  demanding  and  re- 
ceiving indemnities  for  injuries  to  this  species 
of  property,  are  conclusive  against  this  novel 
pretension.  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  the  power  "to  make  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  of  the  United  States,"  is 

Erovcn  from  the  fact  that  seven  territories 
ave  been  governed  by  Congress,  and  trained 
into  sovereign  states,  without  its  exercise.  It 
is  not  proper,  because  it  seeks  to  use  an  im- 
plied power  for  other  and  different  purposes 
from  any  specified,  expressed,  or  intended  by 
the  grantors.  The  purpose  is  avowed  to  be, 
to  limit,  restrain,  weaken,  and  finally  crush 
out  slavery ;  whereas  the  grant  expressly  pro- 
vides for  strengthening  and  protecting  it.  It 
is  not  proper,  because  it  violates  the  funda- 
mental condition  of  the  Union — the  equality 
of  the  states.  The  states  of  the  Union  are  all 
political  equals.  Each  state  has  the  same 
rights  as  every  other  state — no  more,  no  less. 
The  exercise  of  this  prohibition  violates  this 
equality  and  violates  justice.  By  the  laws 
of  Dstionsy  acquisitions,  either  by  purchase  or 


oonquest,  even  in  despotie  gofenunent^  9am$ 
to  the  benefit  of  all  of  the  sulgectB  of  the  elaU, 
The  reason  etven  for  this  principle,  by  the 
most  approY^  publicists,  is,  that  to^  are  the 
fruits  of  the  conmion  blood  and  trc&anre. 
This  prohibition  destroys  this  equality,  ex- 
cludes a  part  of  the  joint  owners  from  ao 
equal  participation  and  enjoyment  of  the  cmnr 
mon  domain,  and,  against  justice  and  right, 
appropriates  it  to  the  greater  number.  There- 
fore, so  far  from  being  a  necessary  and  proper 
means  of  executing  granted  powers,  it  is  an 
arbitrary  and  despotic  usurpation,  against  the 
letter,  the  spirit,  and  declared  purpose  of  the 
Constitution;  for  its  exercise  neither  *' pro- 
motes a  more  perfect  union,  nor  establidies 
justice,  nor  insures  domestic  tranquillity,  nor 
provides  for  the  common  defence,  nor  pro- 
motes the  general  welfare,  nor  secures  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  or  our  pofr- 
teritv  ;'*  but  on  the  contrary,  puts  in  jeopardy 
all  these  inestimable  blessings.  It  loosens  the 
bonds  of  union,  seeks  to  establish  injustico, 
disturbs  domestic  tranquillity,  weakens  the 
common  defence,  and  endangers  the  general 
welfare,  by  sowing  hatreos  and  afscords 
among  our  people,  and  puts  in  eminent  peri) 
the  liberties  of  the  white  race,  by  whom  and 
for  whom  the  Constitution  was  made,  in  a 
vain  effort  to  bring  them  down  to  an  equality 
with  the  African,  or  to  raise  the  African  to  an 
equality  with  them.  Providence  has  ordered 
it  otherwise,  and  vain  will  be  the  efforts  of 
man  to  resist  this  decree.  This  effort  is  a« 
wickM  as  it  is  foolish  and  unauthorized.  It 
does  not  benefit,  but  injures  tlie  black  race. 
Penning  them  up  in  the  old  states  will  neces- 
sarily make  them  more  wretched  and  misera- 
ble, but  will  not  strike  a  fetter  from  their 
limbs.  It  is  a  simple  wrong  to  the  white 
race,  but  it  is  the  refinement  of  cruelty  to  the 
blacks.  Expansion  is  as  necessary  to  the  in- 
creased comforts  of  the  slave  as  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  master. 

The  constitutional  construction  of  this  point 
by  the  South  works  no  wning  to  any  portion 
of  the  republic,  to  no  sound  rules  of  ctmstruc- 
tion,  and  promotes  the  declared  purposes  of 
the  Constitution.  We  simply  propose  that  the 
common  territ(.)ries  be  left  open  to  the  common 
enjoyment  of  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  tliat  they  shall  be  prot^ted  in  their 
persons  and  property  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment until  its  authority  is  superseiled  by  a 
state  constitution,  and  then  we  propose  that 
the  character  of  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  new  state  be  determined  by  the  freemen 
thereof.  This  is  justice — this  is  constitutional 
equality. 

But  tho»e  who  claim  the  power,  in  behalf 
of  Congress,  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  ct»m- 
mon  territories,  rely  rather  on  precedent  and 
authority,  than  upon  principle,  to  sup]x)rtthe 
pretension.  In  utter  disregard  of  the  facts, 
they  boldly  proclaim  that  Congress  has,  fwm 
the  beginning  of  the  government,  uniformly 
asserted,  and  repeate<lly  exercised,  tliis  pt^wer. 
This  assertion,  I  will  proceed  to  show,  i^ 
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sot  rapported  by  a  eingle  precedent  up  to 
1820.  Before  that  time  the  general  duty  to 
protect  this  great  interest  equally  with  every 
other,  both  in  the  territories  and  elsewhere, 
ms  nniversally  admitted  and  fairly  performed 
by  every  department  of  the  government.  The 
act  of  1/93  was  passed  to  secure  the  delivery 
up  of  fugitives  from  labor  escaping  to  the  non- 
eluveholding  states.  Our  navigation  laws  au- 
thorized their  transportation  on  the  high 
seas;  the  government  demanded,  and  fre- 
quently received,  compensation  for  owners  of 
slaves,  for  injuries  sustained,  in  these  lawful 
voyages,  by  the  interference  of  foreign  gov- 
ernments. It  not  only  protected  this  property 
on  the  high  seas,  but  followed  it  to  foreign 
lands,  where  it  had  been  driven  by  the  dan- 
gers of  the  sea,  and  protected  it  when  cast 
even  within  the  jurisdiction  of  hostile  laws.  It 
was  protected  against  the  invasion  of  Indians 
by  your  military  power  and  nublic  treaties. 
In  your  statute  book  are  to  be  found  numerous 
treaties,  from  the  beginning  of  the  government 
to  this  time,  compelling  the  Indian  tribes  to 
pay  for  slave  property  captured  or  destroyed 
by  them  in  peace  or  war  ;  and  your  laws,  reg- 
ulating intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  on 
our  borders,  made  permanent  provision  for  its 
protection.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  provides  for 
compensation,  by  the  British  government,  for 
the  loss  of  slaves,  precisely  upon  the  same 
footing  as  for  all  otner  property  ;  and  a  New 
England  man  (Mr.  Jonn  Q.  Adams)  ably, 
fiutnfuUy,  and  successfully  maintamed  the 
■laveholders'  rights  under  it  at  the  court  of 
St.  James.  Until  the  year  1820,  our  territo- 
rial legislation  was  marked  by  the  same  gen- 
eral spirit  of  fairness  and  equity.  Up  to  that 
perioa,  no  act  was  passed  by  Congress  assertr 
mg  the  primary  constitutional  power  to  pre- 
vent any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  owning 
slaves,  from  removing  with  them  into  our  ter- 
ritories, and  there  receiving  legal  protection 
for  his  property;  and  until  that  time  such 
persons  did  so  remove  into  all  the  territories 
owned  or  acquired  by  the  United  States  (ex- 
cept the  Northwest  Tjerritory),  and  were  there 
adequately  protected.  This  fact  alone  is  a 
complete  refutation  of  the  claim  of  early  pre- 
cedents. The  action  of  Congress,  in  reference 
to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  docs  not  contravene 
my  position.  That  ordinance  was  adopted  on 
the  I3th  day  of  July,  1787,  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  It  purported  on  its 
face  to  be  a  perpetual  compact  between  the 
state  of  Virgmia,  the  people  of  that  territory, 
and  the  then  government  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  unalterable,  except  by  the  consent  of 
all  the  parties.  When  Cfongress  met,  for  the 
first  time  under  the  new  government,  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1789,  it  found  the  govem- 
aent  established  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance 
ha  actual  operation ;  and  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1789,  it  passed  an  act  making  tlie  offices  of 
governor  and  secretary  of  the  territory  con- 
form to  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  did  noth- 
ing more.  It  made  no  reference  to,  it  took  no 
action  upon,  the  6th  and  last  section  of  the 


ordinance,  which  prohibited  slavery.  The 
division  of  that  territory  was  provided  for  in 
the  ordinance ;  at  each  division,  the  whole  of 
the  ordinance  was  assigned  to  each  of  its 
parts.  This  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance 
of  the  Free  Soil  claim  to  legislative  precedents. 
Conffrcss  did  not  assert  or  exercise  the  right 
to  after  a  compact  entered  into  with  the  former 
government,  (the  old  Confederation),  but  gave 
its  assent  to  the  government  already  estaln 
lished  and  pnn'idcd  for  in  the  compact.  If 
the  orij^inal  compact  was  void  for  want  of 
power  m  the  old  government  to  make  it,  as 
Mr.  Madison  supposed  Congress  may  not  have 
been  bound  to  accept  it,  it  certainly  had  no 
power  to  alter  it.  From  these  facts,  it  is  clear 
that  this  legislation  for  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory docs  not  conflict  with  the  principle  I 
assert,  and  does  not  furnish  a  precedent  for 
hostile  legislation  bv  Congress  against  slavery 
in  the  territories.  That  such  was  neither  the 
principle  nor  the  policy  upon  which  this  act  of 
Congress  in  1789  was  based,  is  further  shown 
by  the  subsequent  action  of  the  same  Congress 
upon  the  same  subject.  On  the  2d  of  April, 
1790,  Congress  by  a  formal  act  accepted  the 
cession  by  North  Carolina  of  her  western 
lands  (now  the  state  of  Tennessee),  with  this 
clause  in  the  deed  of  cession  :  **  that  no  re^ 
ulations  made,  or  to  be  made  by  Congress,  shall 
tend  to  emancipate  slaves"  in  the  ceded  terri- 
tory ;  and  on  the  26th  May,  1790,  passed  a 
territorial  bill  for  the  government  of  all  the 
territory  claimed  by  the  United  States  south 
of  the  Ohio  river.  The  description  of  this  ter- 
ritory included  all  the  lands  ceded  by  North 
Carolina,  and  it  included  a  ^eat  deal  more. 
Its  boundaries  were  left  indefinite,  because 
there  were  conflicting  claims  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  territory.  But  this  act  put  the  whole 
country  south  of  the  Ohio,  claimed  by  the  fed- 
eral government,  under  the  pro-slavery  clause 
of  the  North  Carolina  deed. 

The  whole  action  of  the  first  Confess,  in 
relation  to  slavery  in  the  territories,  was 
simply  this:  it  acquiesced  in  a  government 
for  the  Northwest  Territory,  based  upon  a  pre- 
existing anti-slavery  ordinance,  estaolished  a 
government  for  the  country  ceded  by  North 
Carolina  in  conformity  with  the  pro-slavery 
clause  in  her  deed  of  cession,  and  extendi 
this  pro-slavery  clause  to  all  the  rest  of  the 
territory  claimed  by  the  United  States.  This 
legislation  vindicates  the  first  Congress  from 
all  imputation  of  having  establish^  the  pre- 
cedent claimed  by  the  advocates  of  legislative 
exclusion.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1798  (during 
the  administration  of  President  John  Adams), 
the  next  territorial  act  was  passed ;  it  was  the 
first  act  of  territorial  lenslation  resting  solely 
upon  primary,  original,  unfettered  constitu- 
tional power  over  the  subject  It  established 
a  government  over  the  territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  a  line  drawn  dut 
east  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tazoo  river  to  the 
ChatsJhoochee  river,  thence  down  that  river  to 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  thence 
wast  on  that  line  to  the  MisuBsi^^  thfla.^s% 
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that  river  to  the  beginning.  This  territory 
was  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
as  defined  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  and  was 
held  not  to  be  within  the  boundary  of  any  of 
the  states.  The  controversy  arose  out  of  this 
state  of  facts.  The  charter  of  Georgia  limited 
her  boundary  in  the  south  by  the  Altamaha 
river.  In  1763  (after  the  surrender  of  her 
charter),  her  limits  were  extended  on  the  south 
by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  to  the  St. 
Mary's  river,  and  thence  on  the  thirty-first 
parallel  of  latitude  to  the  Mississippi  river. 
In  1764,  it  was  claimed  that,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  the  boun- 
dary was  a^in  altered,  and  that  portion  of 
territory  lying  within  the  boundaries  I  have 
described,  was  annexed  to  West  Florida,  and 
that  thus  it  stood  at  the  Revolution  and  the 
treaty  of  peace.  Therefore  the  United  States 
claimed  it  as  common  property,  and  in  1798, 
passed  the  act  now  under  review  for  its  go- 
vernment. In  that  act,  Congress  neither 
claimed  nor  exercised  any  power  to  prohibit 
slavery.  The  question  came  directly  before 
it.  The  or<linance  of  1787,  in  terms,  exclud- 
ing the  anti-slavery  clause,  was  applied  to  this 
territory :  this  is  a  precedent  directly  in  point, 
and  is  directly  against  the  exercise  of  tlie 

Eower  now  claimed.  In  1802,  Georgia  ceded 
er  western  lands,  protecting  slavery  in  her 
grant,  and  the  federal  government  observed 
the  stipulation.  In  1803  we  acquired  Louisi- 
ana from  France  by  purchase.  There  is  no 
special  reference  to  slavery  in  the  treaty ;  it 
was  protected  only  under  general  name  of  pro- 
perty. This  acquisition  was,  soon  after  the 
treaty,  divided  into  two  territories,  the  Orleans 
and  Louisiana  territories,  over  both  of  which 
governments  were  established.  Slavery  was 
protected  Ijy  law  in  the  whole  territory  when 
we  acquired  it.  Congress  prohibited  the  foreign 
and  domestic  slave  trade  in  these  territories, 
but  gave  the  express  protection  of  its  laws  to 
slave  owners  emigrating  tliithcr  with  their 
slaves.  Upon  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Union,  a  new  government  was  established 
over  the  rest  of  the  country  under  the  name 
of  the  Missouri  territory.  This  act  attempted 
no  exclusion  ;  slavcbolders  emigrated  to  the 
country  with  their  slaves,  and  were  protected 
by  their  government.  In  1819,  Florida  was 
acquired  by  purchase  ;  its  laws  recognised  an<l 
protected  slavery  at  the  time  of  the  acquisi- 
tion. The  United  States  extonded  the  same 
reco^ition  and  protection  to  it.  In  all  this 
legislation,  embracing  every  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject up  to  1820,  we  find  no  warrant,  authority, 
or  precedent,  for  the  prohibition  of  slavery  by 
Congress  in  the  territories. 

When  Missouri  applied  for  admission  into 
the  Union,  an  attempt  was  then  made,  for  the 
first  time,  to  impose  restrictions  upon  a  sove- 
reign state,  and  admit  her  into  the  Union  upon 
an  unequal  footing  with  her  sister  states,  and 
to  compel  her  to  mould  her  constitution,  not 
according  to  the  will  of  her  own  people,  but 
according  to  the  fancy  of  a  migonty  in  Con- 
greaa.    The  attonrpt  was  itemly  resisted,  and 


resulted  in  an  act  providing  for  her  admitnoiw 
but  containing  a  clause  probibitinj§;  alaverj 
for  ever  in  all  the  territory  acquired  from 
France,  outside  of  Missouri,  and  north  of  36' 
30^  north  latitude.  The  principle  of  this  law 
was  a  division  of  the  common  territory.  Xha 
authority  to  prohibit,  even  to  tliis  extent,  was 
denied  oy  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Jefierson,  and 
other  leading  men  of  that  day.  It  was  carried 
by  most  of  the  Southern  representatives  com- 
bined, with  a  small  numlier  of  Northern  votm. 
It  was  a  departure  from  principle,  but  it 
savored  of  justice.  Subsequently,  upon  the 
settlement  of  our  claim  to  Oregon,  it  lyins 
nortli  of  that  line,  the  prohibition  was  applie£ 
Upon  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  the  same  line 
of  division  was  adopted.  But  when  we  ao^ 
quired  California  and  New  Mexico,  the  South, 
still  willing  to  abide  by  the  principle  of  divi* 
sion,  again  attempted  to  divide  by  the  aame 
line.  It  was  almost  unanimously  resisted  by 
the  Northern  states ;  their  representatives,  bj 
a  great  majority,  insisted  upon  absolute  pKH 
hibition,  and  the  total  exclusion  of  the  people 
of  the  Southern  states,  from  the  whole  of  the 
common  territories,  unless  they  divested  them- 
selves of  their  slave  property.  The  result  of 
a  long  and  unhappy  conflict  was  the  lepsL^ 
tion  of  1850.  By  it  a  large  body  of  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  non-slaveholding  states,  sne* 
tained  by  the  approbation  of  tlicir  constituents, 
acting  u]M)n  sound  principles  of  constitutional 
construction,  duty,  and  patriotism,  aided  in 
voting  down  this  new  and  dangerous  usurpa* 
tion,  declared  fi)r  the  equality  of  the  states, 
and  protected  the  people  of  the  territories  from 
this  unwarrantable  interference  with  their 
rights.  Here  we  wisely  abandoned  **tho  shifVi 
ing  grounds  of  compromise,"  and  put  the 
rights  of  the  people  again  '^upon  me  rock 
of  the  Constitution."  The  law  of  1854  (oom- 
monly  known  as  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,) 
was  made  to  conform  to  this  policy,  and  but 
carried  out  the  principles  established  in  1850. 
It  righted  an  ancient  wrong,  and  will  restore 
harmony,  because  it  restores  justice  to  the 
country.  This  legislation  I  have  endeavored 
to  show  is  just,  fair,  and  equal ;  that  it  is  su^* 
tained  by  principle,  by  authority,  and  by  the 
practice  or  our  fathers.  I  trust,  I  bcfieTe, 
that  when  the  transient  passions  of  the  daj 
shall  have  subsided,  ana  reason  shall  have 
resumed  her  dominion,  it  will  be  approved, 
even  applauded,  by  the  collective  body  of  the 
people,  in  every  portion  of  our  widely  es» 
tencted  republic. 

In  inviting  your  calm  consideration  of  the 
second  point  of  my  lecture,  I  am  fuU^  per- 
suaded that  even  if  I  should  succeed  in  con- 
vincing your  reason  and  judgment  of  its  troth, 
I  shall  have  no  aid  from  your  sympathiet  in 
this  work ;  yet,  if  the  principles  upon  which 
our  social  system  is  founded  are  sound,  the 
system  itself  is  humane  and  just,  as  well  ai 
necessary.  Its  permanence  is  based  upon  tha 
idea  of  tne  superiority  by  nature  of  the  whii| . 
race  oyer  the  African ;  that  this  superiori^  ijig 
not  transient  and  artifiiual,  but  Devnaaeal 
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tad  naftonl ;  ihai  tiie  nme  power  wUeh  mftde 
Ms  skill  iroehanseablj  blaok,  made  him  infe- 
rior, intellectualtj,  to  the  white  race,  and  in- 
capable of  an  equal  stm^le  with  him  in  the 
career  of  promss  and  civiliiation ;  that  it  is 
neeessaiT  tor  his  preseryation  in  this  struggle, 
md  for  his  own  interest,  as  well  as  that  ofthe 
flooletT  of  which  he  is  a  member,  that  he 
should  be  a  seirant  and  not  a  freeman  in  the 
aommonwealth. 

I  have  already  stated  that  African  slavery 
existed  in  all  of  the  colonies  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  Revolution.  The  para- 
mount authority  of  the  crown,  with  or  with- 
oat  the  oonsent  of  the  colonies,  had  introduced 
it ;  and  it  was  inextricably  interwoven  with 
the  frame-work  of  society,  especially  in  the 
southern  states.  The  question  was  not  pre- 
sented for  our  decision  whether  it  was  just  or 
beneficial  to  the  African  to  tear  him  away,  by 
ibrce  or  fraud,  from  bondage  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  place  him  in  a  like  condition  in  ours. 
Eneland  and  the  Christian  world  had  long 
berore  settled  that  question  for  us.  At  the 
final  overthrow  of  British  authority  in  these 
states,  our  ancestors  found  seven  hundred 
thousand  Africans  amonz  them,  already  in 
bondage,  and  concentrated,  from  our  climate 
and  productions,  chiefly  in  the  present  slave- 
holding  states.  It  became  their  duty  to  esta- 
blish governments  for  themselves  and  these 
people,  and  they  brought  wisdom,  experience, 
learning,  and  patriotism  to  the  great  vrork. 
They  sought  that  system  of  government  which 
would  secure  the  greatest  and  most  enduring 
happiness  to  the  whole  soicety.  They  incor- 
porated no  Utopian  theories  into  their  system. 
They  did  not  so  much  concern  themselves 
about  what  rij^ts  man  might  possibly  have  in 
a  state  of  nature,  as  what  rights  he  ou^ht  to 
have  in  a  state  of  society :  they  dealt  with  po- 
litical rights  as  things  of  compact,  not  of 
birthright;  in  the  concrete,  ana  not  in  the 
■bstact.  They  held  and  maintained,  and  in- 
corporated into  their  system,  as  fundamental 
truths,  that  it  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
state  to  define  and  fix,  as  well  as  to  protect 
and  defend,  the  individual  rights  of  each  mem- 
ber of  'die  social  compact,  and  to  treat  all  in- 
dividual rights  as  suDordinate  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  whole  society.  Therefore  they 
denied  ''natural  equality,"  repudiated  mere  go- 
vernments of  men  necessarily  resulting  there- 
trem,  and  established  governments  of  laws — 
thirteen  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  repub- 
lics. A  very  si  ight  examination  of  our  state  con- 
stitutions will  show  how  little  they  regarded 
ftgae  notions  of  abstract  liber^^,  or  natural 
equality  in  fixing  the  rights  of  the  white  race 
as  well  as  the  black.  The  elective  franchise,  the 
cardinal  fieature  of  our  system,  I  have  already 
diown,  was  granted,  withheld,  or  limited,  ac- 
cording to  their  ideas  of  public  policy  and  the 
interest  of  the  state.  Numerous  restraints 
Qpait  ^e  snpjjosed  abstract  right  of  a  mere 
mnMrical  majority  to  covem  sooietT  in  all 
CMSt  are  to  DC  fimnd  planted  in  aO  of  our 
Mimiliitiiws,  stale  and  fedctal,  thus  aflnoing 


this  sabordination  of  individual  ri^its  to  tha 
interest  and  safe^  of  the  state. 

The  slaveholding  states,  acting  upon  Iheee 
principles,  finding  the  African  race  amonj; 
them  in  slavery,  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  poll* 
tical  power,  incapable  as  freemen  of  securing 
their  own  happiness,  or  promotinjg  the  public 
prosperity,  recognised  their  condition  as  slaves, 
and  subjected  it  to  legal  control.  There  are 
abundant  means  of  obtaining  evidence  of  the 
effects  of  this  policy  on  the  slave  and  society, 
accessible  to  all  who  seek  the  truth.  We  say 
its  wisdom  is  vindicated  by  its  results,  ana 
that  under  it  the  African  in  the  slaveholding 
states  is  found  in  a  better  position  than  he  has 
ever  attained  in  any  other  age  or  country, 
whether  in  bondage  or  freedom.  In  support 
of  this  point,  I  propose  to  trace  him  rapidly 
from  his  earliest  history  to  the  present  time. 
The  monuments  of  the  ancient  Egyptians 
carry  him  back  to  the  morning  of  time— older 
than  the  pyramids ;  they  furnish  the  evidenoe 
both  of  his  national  identity  and  his  social 
degradation  before  history  began.  We  first 
behold  him  a  slave  in  foreign  lands ;  we  then 
find  the  great  body  of  his  race  slaves  in  their 
native  land ;  and  afler  thirty  centuries,  illu- 
minated by  both  ancient  and  modem  civilisa- 
tion, have  passed  over  him,  we  still  find  him 
a  slave  of  savage  masters,  as  incapable  as 
himself  of  even  attempting  a  single  step  in 
civilization ;  we  find  him  there  stiU,  witnout 
government,  or  laws,  or  protection;  without 
letters,  or  arts,  or  industry ;  without  religion, 
or  even  the  aspirations  which  would  riuse  him 
to  the  rank  ox  an  idolater,  and  in  his  lowest 
tvpe,  his  almost  only  mark  of  humanity  is, 
that  he  walks  erect  in  the  image  of  the  Crea- 
tor. Annihilate  his  race  to-day,  and  you  will 
find  no  trace  of  his  existence  within  half  a 
score  of  years,  and  he  would  not  leave  be- 
hind him  a  single  discovery,  invention,  or 
thoueht  worthy  of  remembrance  by  the  human 
family. 

In  the  eastern  hemisphere  he  has  been  found 
in  all  ages  scattered  among  the  nations  of 
every  degree  of  civilization,  yet  inferior  to 
them  all,  always  in  a  servile  condition.  Very 
soon  after  the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
America,  the  policy  of  the  Christian  world 
bought  large  numbers  of  these  people  of  their 
savage  masters  and  countrymen,  and  imported 
them  into  the  Western  world.  Here  we  are 
enabled  to  view  them  under  different  and  far 
more  &vorable  conditions.  In  Hayti,  by  the 
enoouragementof  the  French  government,  after 
a  lone  probation  of  slavery,  uiey  became  free^ 
and,  led  on  by  the  conduct  and  valor  of  the 
mixed  races,  and  by  the  aid  of  overwhelming 
numbers,  they  masracred  the  small  number  <n 
whites  who  inhabited  the  island,  and  succeeded 
to  the  undisputed  sway  of  the  fairest  and  best 
of  all  the  West  India  islands,  under  the  hijdiest 
state  of  cultivation.  Their  condition  in  fiayti 
left  nothing  to  be  desired  fbr  the  most  fikvon^ 
ble  experiment  of  the  race  in  self-government 
and  civilixation.  This  experiment  has  now 
been  tsslid  ftr  dxfj  years,  and  its  lasolfes  aia 
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before  the  world.  Fanatknem  maj  palliate 
bnt  cannot  conceal  the  utter  proetration  of  the 
race.  A  war  of  races  be^an  the  rery  moment 
the  fear  of  foreign  snbjn^tion  cMsed,  and 
resulted  in  the  extermination  of  the  greater 
number  o{  the  mulattoes,  who  had  rescued  the 
African  from  the  dominion  of  the  white  race. 
Reyolutions,  tumults,  and  disorders,  have  been 
the  ordinary  pastime  of  the  emancipated 
blacks ;  industry  has  almost  ceased,  and  their 
Btock  of  civilisation  acquired  in  slavery  has  been 
already  nearly  exhausted,  and  they  are  now 
scarcely  distinguished  fh)m  the  tribes  fVom 
which  they  were  torn  in  their  native  land. 

More  recently  the  same  experiment  has  been 
tried  in  Jamaica,  under  the  auspices  of  Eng- 
land.   This  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  pro- 
ductive, and  prosperous  of  the  British  colonial 
Possessions.    In  1838,  England,  following  the 
false  Uieories  of  her  own  abolitionists,  pro- 
claimed total  emancipation  of  the  black  race 
in  Jamaica.    Her  arms  and  her  power  have 
watched  over  and  protected  them ;  not  only 
Utie  interest,  but  the  absolute  necessities  of  the 
white  proprietors  of  the  land  compelled  them 
lo  offer  every  inducement  and  stimulant  to  in- 
dustry ;  yet  the  experiment  stands  before  the 
world  a  confessed  failure.    Ruin  has  over- 
whelmed the  proprietors  ;  and  the  negro,  true 
to  the  instincts  of  his  nature,  buries  himself 
in  filth,  and  sloth,  and  crime.    Here  we  otm 
compare  the  African  with  himself  in  both  con- 
ditions, in  freedom  and  in  bondage ;  and  we 
can  compare  him  with  his  race  in  the  same 
elimate,  and    following  the  same   pursuits. 
Oomparo  him  with  himself  under  the  two  dif- 
ferent conditions  in  Hayti  and  Jamaica,  or 
with  his  race  in  bondage  in  Cuba,  and  every 
comparison  demonstrates  the  folly  of  his  eman- 
cipation.   In  the  United  States,  too,  wc  have 
peculiar  opportunities  of  studying  the  African 
race  under  different  conditions.     Here  we  find 
him  in  slavery  ;  here  wc  find  him  alno  a  free 
man  in  both  the  slaveholding  and  non-slavc- 
holdin^  states.    The  best  specimen  of  the  free 
block  18  to  be  found  in  the  southern  states,  in 
the  closest  contact  with  slavery,  and  subject  to 
many  of  its  restraints.    Upon  the  theory  of  the 
anti-slavery  men,  the  most  favorable  condition 
in  which  you  can  view  the  African  ought  to  be 
in  the  non-slavcholding  states  of  this  Union. 
There  we  ought  to  expect  to  find  him  display- 
ing all  the  capabilities  of  his  roce  for  improve- 
ment and  progress — in  a  temperate  climate, 
with  the  n)ad  of  progress  open  before  him, 
among  an  active,  industrious,  ingenious,  and 
tduoatcd  people,   surrounded  by  sympathiz- 
in|c  friends,  unci  mild,  just,  and  equal  insti- 
tutions ;  if  he  fails   here,   surely  it   can  be 
chargoabic  to  nothing  but  himself.     He  has 
had  Hf  vonty  years  in  wliich  to  cleanse  himself 
and  his  race  fn)m  the  leprosy  of  slavery ;  yet 
what  is   his  condition   nere  to-day?    Ho  is 
free:  he  is  lord  of  himself;  but  he  finds  it  is 
tnily  a  **  heritage  of  woe."     After  this  seventy 
years  of  education  and  probation  among  them- 
selves, his  inferiority  stands  as  fully  a  con- 
lessed  fact  m  the  non-slaveholding  as  in  the 


slaveholding  states.    By  them  he  it  •4|ii4fp' 
unfit  to  enjoy  the  riijhts  and  perform  tfit  ddM 
of  citiienahip— denied  social  eqnali^  Ijf  aa 
irreversible  law  of  nature,  and  polilkal  ndili 
by  municipal  law,  incapable  of  mainteiubif 
the  unequal  struj^le  with  the  superior  noa ; 
the  melancholy  history  of  his  career  of  Ikeedflm 
is  here  most  nsuaUy  found  in  the  reoorda  Of 
criminal  courts,  jaus,  poor^hooses,  and  peo^ 
tentiaries.    These  &ets  have  had  themaahas 
recognised  in  the  most  decisive  mamier  thraoi^ 
out  Sie  northern  states.    No  town,  or  city,  or 
state  encourages  their  immigradon ;  siaa j  flf 
them  discourages  it  by  legislation ;  aoma  flf 
ttie  non-slaveholding  states  have  probibhsd 
their  entry  into  their  borders  under  anj  an^ 
cumstancee  whatever.    Thus,  it  seemsy  tlas 
great  fact  of  "inferiority"  of  the  race  ia  aqoally 
admitted  everywhere  in  our  country.    The 
northern  states  admit  it,  and  to  rid  thamaelvaa 
of  the  burden,  inflict  the  most  cmaL  iigarias 
upon  an  unhappy  race ;  they  expel  them  froa 
their  borders,  and  drive  them  out  of  thair 
boundaries,  as  wanderers  and  ontoaata.    Iha 
result  of  this  policy  is  everywhere  apparent ;  tha 
statistics  of  population  supply  the  eridenea  of 
their  condition.   In  the  non-slaveholding 
their  annual  increase,  during  the  ten  years 
ceding  the  last  census,  was  but  a  uttla 
one  per  cent  per  annum,  even  with  tha  addi- 
tioos  of  the  emancipated  slaves  and  fiigitifes 
from  labor  from  the  South,  clearly  proving  that 
in  this,  their  most  favored  conditiony  when 
left  to  themselves,  they  are  scarcely  canaUe 
of  maintaining  their  existence,  and  wilu  tibe 
prospect  of  a  denser  population  and  a  giaatif 
competition  for  employment  consequent  tiber^ 
on,  they  are  in  danger  of  extinction. 

The  southern  states,  actins  upon  the  same 
admitted  faots,  treat  them  differently.    Thej 
keep  them  in  the   subordinate  condition  in 
which  they  found  them  ;  protect  them  against 
themselves,  and  compel  them  to  contribute  to 
their  own  and  the  public  interests  and  wd- 
fare ;  and  under  this  system,  we  appeal  to 
facts,  open  to  all  men,  to  prove  that   the  Afri- 
can race  has  attained  a  higher  degree  of  com- 
fort and  happiness  than  his  race  hasever  before 
attained  in  any  other  age  or  country.     Oar 
political  system  gives  the  slave  great  and  yala- 
able  rights.     His  life  is  equally  protected  with 
that  of  his  master  :  his  person  is  secure  fron 
assaults  against  all  others  except  his  master ; 
and  his  master's   power,   in   this  respect,  is 
place<i  under  salutary  legal  restraints.     Ue  if 
entitled,  by  law,  to  a  hoine^  to  ample  food  and 
clothing,    and    exempted   fn)m    *'  cxcessiva'* 
lal>or ;  and  when  no  longer  ca]vab1e  of  labor, 
in  old  age  and  disease,  he  is  a  legal  charge 
upon  his  master.     His  family,  old  and  young, 
whether  capable  of  labor  or  not,  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  have  the  same  legal  rights; 
and  in  these  legal  provisions,  they  enjoy  as 
largo  a  proportion  of  the  jpro^Uicts  of  tneir 
labur  as  any  class  of  untrkiUed  hired  laborers 
in  the  world.    Wc  know  that  these  rights  aje^ 
in  the  main,  faithfully  secured  to  them ;  bat  I 
rely  not  on  our  knowledge,  but  submit  our  iar 
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■tSlotions  to  the  wme  teiti  bj  which  m  trr 
those  of  other  eountriee.    These  are  supplied 

Sour  public  statistics.  They  show  that  our 
▼es  are  larrar  consumers  of  animal  food 
than  anj  population  in  Europe,  and  larser 
than  any  other  laboring  ^pulation  in  uie 
United  States ;  and  that  Uieir  natural  increase 
is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  people.  These 
are  true  and  undisputable  tests  that  their 
phTsieal  comforts  are  amply  secured. 

In  1790  there  were  less  than  seven  hundred 
thousand  slaves  in  the  United  States ;  in  1850 
the  number  exceeded  three  and  one  quarter 
millioas.  The  same  authority  shows  their 
ittcroase,  for  the  ten  years  preceding  the  last 
census,  to  have  been  aboTc  twenty-eight  per 
\.  cent.,  or  nearly  three  per  cent  per  annum,  an 

■  fner»ewe  equal,  allowing  for  the  element  of 
:  fnreign  immigpntion,  to  the  white  race,  and 

■  nearW  three  tmies  that  of  the  free  blacks  of 

-  the  North.  But  these  le^  rights  of  the  slave 
T  embrace  but  a  small  portion  of  the  privileges 
2  aetually  enjoyed  by  him.  He  has,  by  univor- 
'mJ  custom,  the  control  of  much  of  his  own 

-  time,  which  is  applied,  at  his  own  choice  and 

■  oonvenience,  to  tne  mechanic  arts,  to  agricul- 
tore,  or  to  some   other  profitable    pursuit, 

.  which  not  only  gives  him  the  power  of  pur- 
ehase  over  many  additional  necessaries  of  life, 

'  bat  over  many  of  its  luxuries,  and  in  numer- 

•  ons  oases,  enables  him  to  purchase  his  freedom 
when  he  desires  it.  Besides,  the  nature  of 
ib»  relation  of  master  and  slave  begets  kind- 
nesBOS,  imposes  duties  (and  secures  their  per- 

'  ftfmance),  which  exist  in  no  other  relation  of 
eapital  and  labor.  Interest  and  humanity  co- 
operate in  harmony  for  the  well-being  of  slave 
labor.    Thus  the  monster  obiection  to  our  in- 

r  stitntion  of  slavery,  that  it  deprives  labor  of 
its  wa^,  cannot  stand  the  test  of  a  truthful 

■  investigation.  A  slight  examination  of  the 
true  theory  of  wages,  will  further  expose  its 
faX]aaj,  Under  a  system  of  free  labor,  wa^s 
are  usually  paid  in  money,  the  representative 
■of  product»--under  ours,  in  products  them- 
aelves.  One  of  your  most  distinguished  states- 
men and  iMitriots,  President  Jolm  Adams,  said 
that  the  aifference  to  the  state  was  "  imagi- 
nary." «*  What  matters  it  (said  he)  whether 
a  landlord,  employing  ten  laborers  on  his 
farm,  gives  them  annually  as  much  money  as 
will  buy  them  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  gives 
them  thoee  necessaries  at  short  hand?"  All 
experience  has  shown  that  if  that  be  the  mea^ 
sure  of  the  wages  of  labor,  it  is  safer  for  the 
laborer  to  take  his  wages  in  products  than  in 
Uieir  fluctuating  pecuniary  value.  Therefore, 
if  we  pay  in  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life  more  than  any  given  amount  of  pecuniary 
waees  will  buy,  uen  our  laborer  is  paid 
nigher  than  the  laborer  who  receives  that 
amount  of  wsj^.  The  most  authentic  agri- 
cultural statistics  of  England  show  that  the 
wages  of  agricultural  and  unskilled  labor  in 
that  kingdom,  not  only  fails  to  furnish  the  la- 
borer with  the  comforts  of  our  slave,  but  even 
with  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  no  slaveholder 
could  eaeape  a  conviction  for  cruelty  to  his 


slavee  who  nve  his  slave  no  more  of  the  nec^ 
saries  of  life  for  his  labor  than  the  wages  pud 
to  their  agricultural  laborers  by  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  England  would  buy.  Under 
their  system  man  has  become  less  valuable  and 
less  cared  for  than  domestio  animals;  and 
noble  dukes  will  depopulate  whole  districts  of 
men  to  supply  their  placM  with  dieep,  and 
then  with  mteepid  audacity  lecture  and  de- 
nounce American  slaveholders. 

The  great  conflict  between  labor  and  ci^i- 
tal,  under  free  competition,  has  ever  been  how 
the  earnings  of  labor  shall  be  divided  between 
them.  In  new  and  sparsely  settled  countries, 
where  land  is  cheap,  and  food  b  easily  pro- 
duced, and  education  and  intelligence  approxi- 
mate equality,  labor  can  successfully  straggle 
in  this  warfare  with  capital.  But  tlus  is  an 
exceptional  and  temporary  condition  of  society. 
In  the  Old  World  tms  state  of  things  has  long 
^ince  passed  away,  and  the  conflict  with  the 
lower  grades  of  labor  has  loqg  since  ceased. 
There  the  compensation  of  unskilled  labor, 
which  first  succumbs  to  capital,  is  reduced  to 
a  point  scarcely  adequate  to  the  continuanoe 
of  the  race.  The  rate  of  increase  is  scarcely 
one  per  cent  per  annum,  and  even  at  that 
rate,  population,  until  recently,  was  considered 
a  curse ;  in  short,  capital  nas  become  the 
master  of  labor,  with  all  the  benefits,  without 
the  natural  bunions  of  the  relation. 

In  this  division  of  the  earnings  of  labor  be- 
tween it  and  capital,  the  southern  slave  has  a 
marked  ad\'antage  over  the  Englbh  laborer, 
and  is  often  equal  to  the  free  laborer  of  tfie 
North.    Here  Sfain  we  are  furnished  with 
authentic  data  trom  which  to  reason.    The 
census  of  1850  shows  that,  on  the  cotton  es- 
tates of  the  South,  which  is  the  chief  branch 
of  our  agricultural  industry,  one-half  of  the 
arable  lands  are  annually  put  under  food 
crops.    This  half  is  usually  wholly  consumed 
on  the  farm  by  the  laborers  ana  necessary 
animals ;  out  of  the  other  half  must  be  paid 
all  the  necessary  expenses  of  production,  often 
including  additional  supplies  of  food  beyond 
the  produce  of  the  land,  which  usually  equals 
one-third  of  the  residue,  leaving  but  one-third 
for  net  rent.    The  average  rent  of  land  in  the 
older  non-slaveholding  states  is  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  gross  product,  and  it  not  unfrcr 
quently  amounts  to  one-half  of  it  (in  England 
it  is  sometimes  even  greater),  the  tenant,  from 
his  portion,  paying  all  expenses  of  production 
and  the  expenses  of  himself  and  family.   From 
this  statement  it  is  apparent  that  the  farm  la- 
borers of  the  South  receive  always  as  much, 
and  frequently  a  greater  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  £an  the  laborer  in  the  New 
or  Old  England.    Besides,  here  the  portion 
due  the  slave  is  a  charge  upon  the  whole  jpro- 
duct  of  capital  and  the  capital  itself;  it  is 
neither  dependent  upon  seasons  nor  subject  to 
accidents,  and  survives  his  own  capacity  §ot 
labor,  and  even  the  ruin  of  his  master. 

But  it  is  objected  that  reli^us  instraotion 
is  denied  the  slave— while  it  is  true  that  relir 
gious  instraotion  and  privileges  are  not 
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joined  by  law  in  all  of  lihe  statei,  the  number 
of  slaves  who  are  in  conneuon  with  the  diffisr- 
ent  ohorohes  abundantly  proves  the  univer- 
sality of  their  enjoyment  of  those  privileges. 
\nd  a  much  larger  number  of  the  race  in 
Aavery  enjoy  the  consolations  of  reli^on  than 
the  efforts  of  the  combined  Christian  world 
have  been  able  to  convert  to  Christianity  out 
of  all  the  millions  of  their  countrymen  who 
lemained  in  their  native  land. 

The  immoralities  of  the  slaves,  and  of  those 
€onnected  with  slavery,  are  constant  themes 
of  abolition  denunciation.  They  are  lament- 
ably great ;  but  it  remains  to  be  shown  that 
they  are  greater  than  with  the  laboring  poor 
of  England,  or  any  other  country.  And  it  is 
shown  that  our  slaves  are  without  the  addi- 
tional stimulant  of  want  to  drive  them  to 
orime— we  have  at  least  removed  from  them 
the  temptation  and  excuse  of  hunger.  Poor 
human  nature  is  here  at  least  spared  the 
wretched  fate  of  the  utter  prostration  of  its 
moral  nature  at  the  feet  of  its  physical  wants. 
Lord  Ashley's  report  to  the  British  Parliament 
shows  that  in  the  capital  of  that  empire,  per- 
haps within  the  hearing  of  Stafford  House  and 
Exeter  Hall,  hunger  alone  daily  drives  its 
thousands  of  men  and  women  into  the  abyss 
of  crime. 

It  is  also  objected  that  our  slaves  are  de- 
barred the  benefits  of  education.  This  objec- 
tion is  also  well  taken,  and  is  not  without 
force.  And  for  this  evil  the  slaves  are  greatly 
indebted  to  the  abolitionists.  Formerly  in 
none  of  the  slaveholding  states  was  it  forbidden 
to  teach  slaves  to  read  and  write ;  but  the 
character  of  the  literature  sought  to  be  fur- 
nished them  by  the  abolitionists  caused  these 
states  to  take  counsel  rather  of  their  passions 
than  their  reason,  and  to  lay  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  evil ;  better  counsels  will  in  time 
prevail,  and  this  will  bo  remedied.  It  is  true 
that  the  slave,  from  his  protected  position,  has 
less  need  of  education  than  the  tree  laborer, 
who  has  to  struggle  for  himself  in  the  warfare 
of  society ;  yet  it  is  both  useful  to  him,  his 
master,  and  society. 

The  want  of  legal  protection  to  the  marriage 
relation  is  also  a  fruitful  source  of  agitation 
among  the  opponents  of  slavery.  The  com- 
plaint is  not  without  foundation.  This  is  an 
e?il  not  yet  removed  bv  law ;  but  marriage  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
as  it  exists  among  us,  and  the  objection,  there- 
fore, lies  rather  to  an  incident  than  to  the 
essence  of  the  system.  But  in  the  truth  and 
^  fact  marriage  does  exist  to  a  very  great  extent 
among  slaves,  and  is  encouraged  and  protected 
by  their  owners ;  and  it  will  be  found,  upon 
careful  investigation,  that  fewer  children  are 
bom  out  of  wedlock  among  slaves  than  in  the 
capitals  of  two  of  the  most  civilized  countries 
of  Europe — Austria  and  France:  in  the  former, 
one-hair  of  the  children  are  thus  bom ;  in  the 
latter,  more  thui  one-fourth.  But  even  in  this 
we  hare  deprived  the  slave  of  no  pre-existing 
richt  Wo  found  the  raoe  inthoac  any  know- 
kagB  at  or  regpvd  fo  th«  institatum  of  mar- 


riage, and  we  are  reproaohed  with  not  ba?iii|| 
as  yet  seoored  to  it  that,  with  all  other  blMa> 

Zof  eiviliiadon.     To  proteot  ^  thst  and 
r  domestic  ties  by  laws  forbiddins,  under 
proper  regulations,  the  separation  of  families, 
would  be  wise,  proper,  ana  humane ;  and  somo 
of  the  slaveholdmg  states  have  already  adopted 
partial  legislation  for  the  removal  of  tneia 
evils.    But  the  objection  is  far  more  fonnidar 
ble  in  theory  than  in  practice.    The  aocidenta 
and  necessities  of  lire,  the  desire  to  bettor 
one's  condition,  produce  infinitely  a  greater 
amount  of  separation  in  families  of  the  wfaifee 
^an  ever  happens  to  the  colored  race.    Tlus 
is  true  even  in  the  United  Statoe,  where  the 
general  condition  of  the  people  is  proaperooiL 
But  it  is  still  more  marked  in  Europe.    The 
injustice  and  despotism  of  England  toward* 
Ireland  has  produced  more  sepMation  of  IriA 
families,  and  sundered  more  domeatio  tiea 
within  the  last  ten  years,  than  African  elaTeiy 
has  effected  since  its  introduction  into  tlie 
United  States.    The  twenty  milliona  of  free- 
men in  the  United  States  are  witnesses  of  the 
dispersive  injustice  of  the  Old  World.    The 
general  happiness,  cheerfulness,  and  content- 
ment of  slaves  attest  both  the  mildness  and 
humanity  of  the  system  and  their  natural 
adaptation  to  their  condition.    ThoT  require 
no  standing  armies  to  enforce  their  obedienoe ; 
while  the  evidence  of  discontent^  and  the  ap- 
pliances of  force  to  repress  it,  are  everywhere 
visible  among  the  toiling  millions  of  the  earth ; 
even  in  the  northern  states  of  this  Union, 
strikes  and  mobs,  unions  and  combinatioos 
against  employers,  attest  at  once  the  misery 
and  discontent  of  labor  among  them.   England 
keeps  one  hundred  thousand  soldiers  in  time 
of  peace,  a  large  na^y,  and  an  innumerable 
pohce,  to  secure  ol)edience  to  her  social  insti- 
tutions; and  phyHical  force  is  the  sole  gua- 
rantee of  her  social  order,  the  only  cement  of 
her  gigantic  empire. 

I  bave  briefly  traced  the  condition  of  the 
African  race  through  all  ages  and  all  countries, 
and  described  it  fairly  and  truly  under  Ame- 
rican slavery,  and  I  submit  that  the  proposi- 
tion is  fully  proven,  that  his  position  in  sla- 
very among  us  is  superior  to  any  which  he 
has  ever  attained  in  any  age  or  country.  The 
picture  is  not  without  shade  as  well  as  lisht : 
evils  and  imperfections  cling  to  man  and  all 
of  his  works,  and  this  is  not  exempt  fiom 
them.  The  condition  of  the  slave  offers  great 
opportunities  for  abuse,  and  these  opportuni- 
ties are  frequently  used  to  violate  humanity 
and  justice.  But  the  laws  restrain  these 
abuses  and  punish  these  crimes  in  this  as  well 
as  other  relations  of  life,  and  they  who  assnme 
it  as  a  fundamental  principle  in  the  oonstito- 
tion  of  man,  that  abuse  is  the  unvarying  ooi^ 
comitant  of  power  and  crime  of  opportunitv, 
subvert  the  ioundations  of  all  private  morals 
and  of  every  social  system.  Nowhere  do  these 
assumptions  find  a  nobler  refutation  than  in 
the  general  treatment  of  the  African  race  b^ 
SouUiem  slaveholders ;  and  wa  'inay«  with 
hope  and  oonfidence^  aaStij  leaTO  to  them  the 
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removml  of  eiisting  ftbinM,  and  the  adoption 
of  such  further  amelioratioDs  aa  may  be  de- 
inanded  by  jostiee  and  humanity.  The  ooiv- 
dition  of  the  African  (whatever  may  be  his 
interestsj  m&j  not  be  permanent  among  us ; 
he  may  nnd  his  exodus  in  the  unvarying  laws 
of  population.  Under  the  conditions  of  labor 
in  England  and  the  continent  of  Europe, 
domestic  slavery  is  impossible  there,  and  could 
not  exist  here,  or  anywhere  else.  The  mo- 
ment wages  descend  to  a  point  barely  sufficient 
to  support  the  laborer  And  his  family,  capital 
cannot  afford  to  own  labor,  and  it  must  cease. 
Slavery  ceased  in  England  in  obedience  to  this 
law,  and  not  from  any  regard  to  liberty  or 
humanity.  The  increase  of  population  in  this 
country  may  produce  the  some  results,  and 
American  siaverv,  like  that  of  England,  may 
find  its  euthanasfa  in  the  general  prostration 
of  all  labor. 

The  next  aspect  in  which  I  proposo  to  ex- 
amine this  question  is,  its  effects  upon  the 
material  interests  of  the  slavetiolding  states. 
Thirty  years  ago  slavery  was  assailed,  mainly 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  dear,  wasteful, 
unprofitable  labor,  and  we  were  urged  to 
emancipate  the  blacks,  in  order  to  make  them 
more  useful  and  productive  members  of  so- 
ciety. The  result  of  the  experiment  in  the 
West  India  islands,  to  which  I  have  before 
referred,  not  only  disproved,  but  utterly  anni- 
hilated this  theory.  The  theory  was  true  as  to 
the  white  race,  and  was  not  true  as  to  the  black ; 
and  this  single  fact  made  thoughtful  men 
pause  and  ponder,  before  advancing  further 
with  this  folly  of  abolition.  An  inf[uiry  into 
the  wealth  and  productions  of  the  slaveholding 
states  of  this  Union  demonstrates  that  slave 
labor  can  be  economically  and  profitably  cm- 
ployed,  at  least  in  agricufture,  and  leaves  the 
question  in  great  doubt,  whether  it  cannot  be 
thus  em|)lnye<l  in  the  South  more  advantage- 
ously than  any  other  description  of  labor. 
The  same  truth  will  be  made  manifest  by  a 
comparison  of  the  production  of  Cuba  and 
Brazil,  not  only  with  llayti  and  Jamaica,  but 
with  the  free  races,  in  similar  latitudes,  en- 
gaged in  the  name  or  similar  productions  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  The  elavcholding 
states,  with  one-half  of  the  white  population 
and  between  three  and  four  millions  of  slaves, 
furnish  above  three-fifths  of  the  annual  ex- 
ports of  the  republic,  containing  twenty-three 
millions  of  people  ;  and  their  entire  products, 
including  ever^  branch  of  industry,  greatly 
exceed  per  capUa  those  of  the  more  populous 
northern  states.  The  difference  in  realized 
wealth  in  proportion  to  populatitm  is  not  loss 
remarkable  and  equally  lavorable  to  the  slave- 
holding  state.  But  this  is  not  a  fair  compari- 
son ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  exceedingly  unfair 
to  the  slaveholding  states.  The  Question  of 
'  material  advantage  would  be  settled  on  the 
'  aide  of  slavery,  whenever  it  was  shown  that 
'"  OUT  mixed  society  was  more  productive  and 
\;  prosperous  than  any  other  mixed  society  with 
'  oie  mferior  race  free  instead  of  slave.  The 
''^'  <|aMtoii  18  not  whether  wtt  oonld  not  be  more. 


pcoepeioas  and  happy  with  these  three  and  % 
half  millions  of  staves  in  Africa,  and  tfamt 
places  filled  with  an  equal  number  of  hardy 
intelligent  enterprising  citiiens  of  the  superior 
race,  but  it  is  simply  whether,  while  we  have 
them  amon^  ns,  we  would  be  most  prosperous 
with  them  m  freedom  or  bondage ;  with  this 
bare  statement  of  the  true  issue,  I  can  safely 
leave  the  question  to  the  facts  already  hereto- 
fore referred  to,  and  to  those  disclosed  in  the 
late  census.  But  the  truth  itself  needs  some 
explanation,  as  it  seems  to  be  a  great  mystery 
to  the  opponents  of  slavery,  how  the  system 
is  capable  at  the  same  time  of  increasing  tiie 
comforts  and  happiness  of  the  slave,  the  profits 
of  the  master,  and  do  no  violence  to  humanity. 
Its  solution  rests  upon  very  obvious  principles. 
In  this  relation  the  labor  of  the  country  is  unit- 
ed with  and  protected  by  its  capital,  directed 
by  the  educated  and  the  intelligent,  secured 
against  its  own  weakness,  waste,  and  folly, 
associated  in  such  form  as  to  give  the  greatest 
efficiency  in  pro<luction,  and  the  least  cost  of 
maintenance.  Each  individual  free  black  la- 
borer is  the  victim,  not  only  A  his  own  folly 
and  extravagance,  but  of  his  ignorance,  mis- 
fortunes, and  necessities.  His  isolation  en- 
larges his  expenses,  without  increasing  his 
comforts;  his  want  of  capital  increases  the 
price  of  everything  he  buys,  disables  him  from 
supplying  his  wants  at  favorable  times,  or  on 
advantageous  terms,  and  throws  him  into  the 
hands  otrctailers  and  extortioners.  But  labor 
united  witli  capital,  directed  by  skill,  forecast, 
and  intelligence,  while  it  is  capable  of  its 
hi^hctit  production,  is  freed  from  all  these 
evils,  lcAvo8  a  margin  both  for  increased  com- 
forts to  the  laln^rcr  and  additional  profits  to 
capital.  This  is  the  explanation  of  the  seem- 
iuir  paradox. 

The  opponents  of  slavery,  passing  by  the 
question  of  material  interests,  insist  that  its 
effects  on  the  ttociety  where  it  exists  is  to  de- 
monilizc  and  enervate  it,  and  render  it  inca- 
pable of  advancement  and  a  high  civilization ; 
and  upon  the  citizen  to  debase  him  morally 
and  intellectually.  Such  is  not  the  lesson 
taught  by  history,  either  sacoed  or  profane, 
nor  the  experience  of  the  past  or  present. 

To  the  Hebrew  race  were  committed  the 
oracles  of  the  Most  High ;  slaveholding  priests 
administered  at  his  altar,  and  slaveholding 
prophets  and  patriarchs  received  his  revela- 
tions and  taught  them  to  their  own  and  trans- 
mitted them  to  all  future  generations  of  men. 
The  highest  forms  of  ancient  civilization,  and 
the  noblest  development  of  the  individual 
man,  are  to  be  found  in  the  ancient  slavehold- 
ing commonwealths  of  Greece  and  Rome.  In 
eloquence,  in  rhetoric,  in  poetry  and  painting, 
in  architecture  and  sculpture,  you  must  stul 
go  and  search  amid  the  wreck  and  ruins  of 
tneir  genius  for  tiie  "pride  of  every  model 
and  the  perfection  of  every  master,"  and  the 
language  and  literature  of  both,  stomped  with 
immortality,  passes  on  to  mingle  itself  with 
the  thought  and  the  speech  of  all  lands  and 
all  centuries.    Time  will  not  allow  91^  to 
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mnltiply  QlvBtrntiona.  That  domestic  darery  1 
neiUier  enfeebles  nor  deteriorates  our  race, 
that  it  is  not  inoonustent  with  tiie  highest 
adTaneement  of  man  and  society,  is  the  lesson 
taadit  bjr  all  ancient  and  confirmed  by  all 
moaem  mstory.  Its  effects  in  strengthening 
the  attachment  of  the  dominant  race  to  liberty, 
was  eloquently  expressed  by  Mr.  Barke,  the 
most  accomplishea  and  philosophical  states- 
man England  ever  produced,  in  his  speech 
OB  conciliation  with  America,  he  uses  the  fol- 
loinnz  strone  language :  "  Where  this  is  the 
oase,  wose  who  are  free  are  by  far  the  most 
pTOod  and  jealous  of  their  freedom.  I  cannot 
alter  the  nature  of  man.  The  fact  is  so,  and 
these  people  of  the  southern  colonies  are  much 
more  strongl;^,  and  with  a  higher  and  more 
Btabbom  spirit,  attached  to  liTOrty  than  those 
to  the  northward.  Such  were  all  the  ancient 
iommonwealths,  such  were  our  Gothic  ances- 
tors, and  such  in  our  day  were  the  Poles,  such 
will  be  all  masters  of  slayes  who  are  not  slaves 
themselyes.  In  such  a  people  the  haughtiness 
of  domination  combines  itself  with  the  spirit 
of  freedom,  fbrtifies  it,  and  renders  it  invin- 
cible." 

No  stronger  evidence  of  what  progress  so- 
ciety may  make  with  domestic  slavery  can  be 
desired,  than  that  which  the  present  condition 
of  the  slaveholdin^  states  present.  For  near 
twenty  years,  foreign  and  domestic  enemies 
of  their  institutions  have  labored  by  pen  and 
speech  to  excite  discontent  amone  the  white 
race,  and  insurrections  amon^  the  black.  These 
eflbrts  have  shaken  the  national  government 
to  its  foundations,  and  bursted  the  bonds  of 
Christian  unity  among  the  churches  of  the 
land ;  yet  the  objects  of  their  attacks — ^these 
states— have  scarcely  felt  the  shock.  In  sur- 
veying the  whole  civilized  world,  the  eye  rests 
not  on  a  single  spot  where  all  classes  of  society 
are  so  well  content  with  their  social  system, 
or  have  ^ater  reason  to  bo  so,  than  in  the 
slaveholding  states  of  this  Union.  Stability, 
progress,  order,  peace,  content,  prosperity, 
reign  throughout  our  borders.  Not  a  sinfirlo 
aoldier  is  to  be  found  in  our  widely-extended 
domain  to  overawe  or  protect  society.  The 
desire  for  or^nic  change  nowhere  manifests 
itself.  Within  less  than  seventy  years,  out  of 
five  feeble  colonies,  with  less  tnan  one  and  a 
half  millions  of  inhabitants,  have  emerged 
fourteen  republican  states,  containing  nearly 
ten  millions  of  inhabitants,  rich,  powerful, 
educated,  moral,  refined,  prosperous,  and  hap- 
py; each  with  republican  governments  ade- 
quate to  the  protection  of  public  liberty  and 
private  rights,  which  are  cheerfully  obeyed, 
supported,  and  upheld  by  all  classes  of  society. 
Witn  a  noble  system  of  internal  improvcmentH 
penetrating  almost  every  neighborhood,  stimu- 
lating and  rewarding  the  industry  of  oar  peo- 
ple; with  moral  and  intellectual  surpassing 
physical  improvements ;  with  churches,  school- 
nouses,  and  colleges  daily  multiplying  through- 
out the  land,  bringing  education  and  religious 
instruction  to  the  homes  of  all  the  people,  they 
may  safely  ohallenge  the  admiration  of  the 


oiviliMd  world.    None  of  this  gnat  imnrartf*, 
men  t  and  progress  have  been  eren  aMed  oy  tibt;^ 
federal  government ;  we  have  neitiher  SM^jht; ' 
from  it  protection  for  our  private  pumdtiy  nisr  ; 
appropriations  for  our  pubUc  improrementk  - 
They  nave  been  effected  by  the  nnaided  in^ ,. 
vidual  efforts  of  an  enlightened,  moral,  enW'  1 
getic,  and  religious  people.^  Such  ia  onr  aooial ' 
system,  and  such  our  condition  under  it.    Iti 
political  wisdom  is  vindicated  in  its  effeeti  oa 
society;  its  morality  by  the  practices  of  tfai 
patriarchs  and  the  teachings  of  the  apoatlo^ ' 
we  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  mmiikiiwy 
with  the  firm  conviction  that  the  adoptfon  ot; 
no  other  system    under  our  oireumstaiiM 
would  have  exhibited  the  in^yidual  — ^^ 


bond  or  free,  in  a  higher  development^  or  ■> 
ciety  in  a  happier  civilisation. 

''A  movement  of  this  sort  cannot  be  oon* 

templated  by  us  in  silence.    Such  an  attem^pl 

upon  any  neighboring  country  would  hooea- 

sarily  be  viewed  by  this  government  wiA 

very  deep  concern,  but  where  it  is  made  npoa  . 

a  nation  whose  territories  form  the  slaTehoU- 

ing  states  of  our  Union,  it  awakens  a  alfll 

more  solemn  interest.    It  cannot  be  permittai' 

to  succeed  without  the  most  strennooa  offlnta 

on  our  part  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  serious  ts  * 

every  part  of  the  country. 

♦  ♦         »  ♦         ♦  • 

"  But  there  is  another  view  of  this  anljieflt 

still  more  important  to  us,  and  searorir  Nti  '' 
important  to  Texas  herself.  The  establiril- ; 
ment,  in  the  very  midst  of  our  slavehol^u 
states,  of  an  independent  government,  fbrbicP 
ding  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  by  a  peoplo 
bom  for  the  most  part  among  us,  reared  np 
in  our  habits,  and  speaking  our  language, 
could  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  unhappy 
effects  upon  both  parties.  If  Texas  were  in 
that  condition,  her  territory  vrould  afibrd  a 
ready  refuge  for  the  fugitive  slaves  of  Louisi- 
ana and  Arkansas,  and  would  hold  out  to 
them  an  encouragement  to  run  away,  which  no  . 
municipal  regulations  of  those  states  could 
possibly  counteract." — ilfr.  Upshur  of  Va.,  m 
regard  to  the  movement  in  TVxas. 

**  Slavery,  gentlemen,  older  in  other  countries 
also,  than  the  records  of  human  society,  existed 
in  America  at  the  date  of  its  discovery.  The 
first  slaves  of  the  European,  were  natives  of 
the  soil :  and  a  Puritan  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, founder  of  the  family  of  Winthrop^ 
oequeathed  his  soul  to  Qod,  and  his  Indian 
slaves  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  his  body.  Negro 
slavery  was  introduced  into  Hispaniola  in 
1501 :  more  than  a  century  before  the  colonisa- 
tion of  America  by  the  English.  Massachu- 
setts, by  express  enactment  m  1641  punishing 
'  nianstoaling'  with  death : — and  it  is  so  pun* 
ished  to  this  day  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States — legalised  yet  the  enslaving  of  captives 
taken  in  war,  and  of  such  '  strangers,' ycMnfi^»- 
ers,  as  shouhl  be  acquired  by  purchase:  while 
oonfederate  New  England  two  years  later,  pro- 
viding for  the  equitable  division  of  lands,  goods 
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And  'permma*  is  eqoallj  %  pari  of  the  'ipoila' 
of  Wftr,  eoftoted  alao  the  first  fiigttiye  slave  law 
in  America.  White  slaves— oonTicts  and  pau- 
pers some  of  ihem;  others  at  a  later  daj, 
prisoners  taken  at  the  battles  of  Dunbar  and 
Worcester,  and  of  Sed^moor — ^were  at  the 
fisft^  employed  in  yir|;mia  and  the  British 
West  Inaies.  Bought  in  England  by  English 
dealers,  among  whom  was  the  queen  of  James 
II.,  with  many  of  his  nobles  and  courtiers, 
aoime  of  ihem  perhaps  of  the  house  of  Suther- 
land ;  thoT  were  imported  and  sold  at  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder.  In  1620,  a  Dutch  man- 
ofoar  firat  landed  a  earn)  of  slaves  upon  the 
banks  of  James  River.  But  the  earliest  slave 
ship  belonging;  to  English  colonists,  was  fitted 
out  in  1645,  i)y  a  member  of  the  Puritan 
church  of  Boston.  Foster^  still  by  Enj^lish 
princes  and  nobles :  confirmed  and  cherished 
Dj  British  legislation  and  judicial  decisions, 
even  against  the  wishes  and  in  spite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Colonies,  the  trafiEic 
increased;  slaves  multiplied,  and  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  1776,  every  colony  was  now 
become  a  slave  state ;  and  the  sun  went  down 
thai  day  upon  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
of  tiioee  wno  in  the  cant  of  eighty  years  later, 
are  styled '  human  chattels,'  but  who  were  not 
by  the  act  of  that  day  emancipated. 

"  Eleven  years  aflerwards,  delegates  assem- 
bling at  Phuadelphia^  from  every  state  except 
Rhode  Island,  ij^oring  the  question  of  the 
sinfulness  and  immor^ty  of  slavery,  as  a 
suljoct  with  which  they  as  the  representatives 
of  separate  and  independent  states  had  no 
oonoem,  founded  a  union  and  framed  a  consti- 
tution, which  leaving  with  each  state  the 
ezclosiye  control  and  regulation  of  its  own 
domestiG  institutions,  and  providing  for  the 
tftxation  and  representation  of  slaves,  gave  no 
right  to  Congress  to  debate  or  to  lejgislate 
ooneeming  slavery  in  the  states  or  territories, 
except  for  the  interdiction  of  the  slave  trade 
and  the  extradition  of  fugitive  slaves.  The 
Plan  of  Union  proposed  by  Franklin  in  1754, 
had  contuned  no  allusion  even  to  slavery; 
and  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  1778,  but 
a  simple  recognition  of  its  existence— so  wholly 
was  U  reniraed  then,  a  domestic  and  local 
concern.  In  1787  every  state,  except  perhaps 
Massachusetts,  tolerated  slavery  either  abso- 
lutely or  conditionally. — ^But  the  number  of 
slaves  north  of  Maryland,  never  great,  was 
even  yet  comparatively  small ;  not  exceedine 
^trtr  thousand  in  a  total  slave  ^pulation  of 
six  "hundred  thousand.  In  the  f^orth,  chief 
carrier  of  slaves  to  others  even  as  late  as  1807, 
•laTeij  never  took  firm  root  Nature  warred 
a^nst  it  in  that  latitude;  otherwise  every 
■tate  in  the  Union  would  have  been  a  slave- 
holding  state  to  this  day.  It  was  not  profitable 
there;  and  it  died  out — ^lingering  indeed  in 
New  York  till  July  1827.  It  died  out :  but  not 
10  much  by  the  manumission  of  slaves,  as  by 
thwr  transportation  and  sale  in  the  South: 
and  thus  New  Eneland,  sir,  turned  an  honest 
penny  with  bar  Im  band«  and  with  her  rights 


modestly  wrote  herself  down  in  history,  u 
both  generous  and  just. 

"In  the  South,  gentlemen,  all  this  was  pre- 
cisely reversed,  fte  earliest  and  meet  reso- 
lute enemies  to  slavery,  were  Southern  men. 
But  climate  had  fastened  the  institution 
upon  them ;  and  they  found  no  way  to  strike 
it  down.  From  the  beginning,  indeed,  the 
Southern  colonies  especially  hiM  resisted  the 
introduction  of  African  slaves;  and  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  revolution,  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  interdicted  the  slave  trade. 
The  Continental  Congress  soon  after,  on  tho 
sixth  of  April,  1776,  three  months  earlier  than 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  resolved  that 
no  more  slaves  ought  to  be  imported  into  the 
thirteen  colonies.  Jefferson,  in  his  draught  of 
the  Declaration,  had  denounced  the  King  of 
England  alike  for  encouraging  the  slave  trade, 
ana  for  fomenting  servile  insurrection  in  tha 


prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  ConstiluHon,  wiik 
Its  solemn  compacts  ana  compromises  upon  th§ 
suJtQtci  of  slavery^  proposed  to  exclude  it  from 
the  terntorv  northwest  the  river  Ohio.  Colonel 
Mason  of  Virginia  vehemently  condemned  it, 
in  the  convention  of  1787.  Nevertheless  k 
had  already  become  manifest  that  slavery 
must  soon  die  away  in  the  North,  but  in  the 
South  continue  and  harden  into  perhaps  a 
permanent,  uneradicable  system.  Hostile  in^ 
terests  and  jealousies  sprang  up,  therefore,  in 
bitterness  even  in  the  convention.  But  the 
blood  of  the  patriot  brothers  of  Carolina  and 
Massachusetts  smoked  yet  upon  the  battie 
fields  of  the  revolution.  The  recollection  of 
their  kindred  language,  and  common  daneer^ 
and  sufferings,  burned  still  fresh  in  their 
hearts.  Patriotism  proved  more  powerftd 
than  jealousy,  and  good  sense  stronger  than 
fanaticism.  There  were  no  Sewards,  no  Hales, 
no  Sumners,  no  Greeleys,  no  Parkers,  nc 
Chase,  in  that  convention.  There  was  a  Wih 
son ;  but  he  rejoiced  not  in  the  name  of  Hem- 
rv;  and  he  was  a  Scotchman.  There  was  a 
cler^man — no,  not  in  the  convention  of  '87, 
but  m  the  Congress  of  76 ;  but  it  was  the  de- 
vout, the  learned,  the  pious,  the  patriotic 
Witherspoon ;  of  foreign  birCh  also,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  too.  The  men  of  that  day  and  gen- 
eration, sir,  were  content  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  just  where  it  belonged.  It 
did  not  occur  to  them,  that  each  one  among 
them  was  accountable  for  'the  sin  of  slave- 
holding'  in  his  fellow;  and  that  to  ease  his 
tender  conscience  of  the  burden,  all  the  fruits 
of  revolutionary  privation  and  blood  and  trea- 
sure ;  all  the  recollections  of  the  past ;  all  tha 
hopes  of  the  future :  nay  the  Union,  and  with 
it,  domestic  tranquillity  and  national  indepen- 
dence, ought  to  DO  offered  up  as  a  sacrifioa. 
They  were  content  to  deal  witn  political  quea- 
tions ;  and  to  leave  cases  of  conscience  to  the 
church  and  the  schools,  or  to  the  indiridual 
And  aooordlngly  to  this  Union  and 
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Oonstitatiitt,  based  upon  these  oompromieee — 
enwated  now  as  '  oovenants  with  death  and 
leagoes  with  hell'^very  state  acceded :  and 
upon  these  foandations,  thus  broad,  and  deep, 
and  stable,  a  political  Buperstructure  has,  as  if 
bj  magic,  arisen,  which  in  symmetry  and  pro- 
portion— and,  if  we  would  but  be  true  to  our 
trust,  in  strength  and  durability — finds  no  pa- 
rallel in  the  world's  history. 

"  Patriotic  sentiments,  sir,  such  as  marked 
the  era  of  '89,  continued  to  guide  the  statesmen 
and  people  of  the  country  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  full  of  prosperity ;  till  in  a  dead  politi- 
cal calm,  consequent  upon  temporary  extin- 
guishment of  the  ancient  party  lines  and 
issues,  the  Missouri  Question  resounded 
through  the  land  with  the  hollow  moan  of  the 
earthquake,  shook  the  pillars  of  the  republic 
even  to  their  deep  foundations. 

"Within  these  thirty  years,  eentlemen,  slave- 
IT  as  a  system,  had  been  abolished  by  law  or 
disuse,  quietly  and  without  agitation,  in  every 
state  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line — in 
many  of  them,  lingering,  indeed,  in  individual 
cases,  so  late  as  the  census  of  1840.  But  ex- 
cept in  half  a  score  of  instances,  the  question 
had  not  been  obtruded  upon  Congress.  The 
Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1793  had  been  passed 
wi£out  opposition  and  without  a  division,  in 
the  Senate;  and  by  a  vote  of  forty-eight  to 
seven,  in  the  House.  The  slave  trade  had  been 
declared  piracy  punishable  with  death.  Ke- 
Bpectful  petitions  from  the  Quakers  of  Pcun- 
sjlvanio,  and  others,  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  a 
report  made  thereon,  which  laid  the  matter  at 
rest.  Otlicr  petitions  afterwards  were  quietly 
rejected,  and,  in  one  instance,  returned  to  the 

Eetitioner.  Louisiana  and  Florida,  both  slave- 
olding  countries,  had  without  a;^itation  been 
added  to  our  territory.  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
see, Louisiana,  MinsLssipni,  and  Alabama, 
slave  states  each  one  of  tliem,  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  without  a  murmur. 
No  Missouri  Restriction,  no  Wilniot  Proviso 
had  OS  yet  reared  its  discordant  front  to  ter- 
rify and  confound.  Non-intervention  was 
then  both  the  practice  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
statesmen  and  people  of  that  period :  though, 
as  yet,  ho  hollow  platform  enunciated  it  as  an 
article  of  faith,  from  which,  nevertheless,  obe- 
dience might  be  withheld,  and  the  platform 
'spit  upon,*  provided  the  tender  cimscience  of 
the  recusant  did  not  forbid  him  to  support  the 
candidate  and  help  to  secure  the  *  spoils.' 

"  I  know,  sir,  that  it  is  easy,  very  easy,  to  de- 
nounce all  this  as  a  defence  of  slavery  itself. 
Be  it  so :  be  it  so.  But  1  have  not  discussed 
the  institution  in  any  resi>ect ;  moral,  religious, 
or  political.  Hear  me.  1  express  no  opinion 
in  regard  to  it :  and  as  a  citizen  of  the  rJorth, 
I  have  ever  refused,  and  will  steadily  refuse,  to 
discuss  the  system  in  any  of  these  particulars. 
It  is  precisely  this  continued  and  persistent 
discussion  and  denunciation  in  the  North, 
which  has  brought  up<m  us  this  present  most 
perilous  crisis :  since  to  teach  men  to  hate,  is 
to  prepare  them  to  destroy,  at  every  hazard, 


the  olject  of  their  hatred,  ^r,  I  am  reaolTed 
only  to  look  upon  slavery  outside  of  Ohio,  jusi 
as  uie  founders  of  the  constitution  and  Union 
regarded  it.  It  is  no  concern  of  mine ;  nonev 
none :  nor  of  yours.  Abolitionist.  Neither  of 
us  will  attain  heaven,  by  denuneiations  of  tl** 
very :  nor  shall  we,  I  trow,  be  cast  into  lieil 
for  the  sin  of  others  who  may  hold  slaves.  I 
have  not  so  learned  the  moral  government  of 
the  universe:  nor  do  I  presumptuoasly  and 
imniously  aspire  to  the  attributes  of  Qodmead ; 
ana  seek  to  bear  upon  my  poor  body,  the  iniqui- 
ties of  the  world. 

'*  I  know  well  indeed,  Mr.  President,  that  in 
the  evil  day  which  has  befallen  us,  all  this  and 
he  who  utters  it,  shall  be  denounced  as  '  pro> 
slavery;'  and  already  from  ribald  throats, 
there  comes  up  the  slaverine,  drivelling,  idiot 
epithet  of  *  dough-face.'  Again,  be  it  so. 
These,  Abolitioubt,  are  your  only  weapons  of 
warfare :  and  I  hurl  them  back  defiantly  into 
your  teeth.  I  speak  thus  boldly,  because  I 
speak  in  and  to  and  for  the  North.  It  is  time 
that  the  truth  should  be  known,  and  heunl,  in 
this  the  age  of  trimming  and  subterfuge.  I 
speak  this  day  not  as  a  northern  man,  nor  a 
southern  man ;  but,  God  be  thanked,  still  as  a 
United  States  man,  with  United  States  princi- 
ples ; — and  though  the  worst  happen  which 
can  happen — thoueh  all  be  lost,  if  that  shall 
be  our  fate ;  and  I  walk  thn)ugh  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  political  death,  I  will  live  by 
them  and  die  by  them.  If  to  love  my  country ; 
to  cherish  the  Union ;  to  revere  the  Constitu- 
tion :  if  to  abhor  the  madness  and  hate  the 
treason  which  would  lift  up  a  sacrilegious  hand 
against  either :  if  to  read  that  in  the  past,  to 
behold  it  in  the  present,  to  foresee  it  in  the  future 
of  this  land,  which  is  of  more  value  to  us  and 
the  worhl  for  ages  to  come,  than  all  the  multi- 
plied millions  who  have  inhabited  Africa  from 
the  creation  to  this  day : — if  this  it  is  to  1x5  pro- 
sJavtnjt  then,  in  every  nerve,  fibre,  vein,  lK)ne, 
tendon,  joint  a:,  l  ligament,  from  the  topmost 
hair  of  the  heai  lo  the  last  extremity  of  the 
foot,  I  am  all  o\';-  and  altogether  a  pro-sla- 
very MAN." — lion.  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  of 
Ohio,  at  Dajton,  Oct.  29,  1855. 

*•  '  Is  slavery  never  to  disappear  from  the 
Union  ?'  This  is  a  startling  and  momentous 
question ;  but  the  answer  is  easy,  and  the 
proof  is  clear.  It  will  certainly  disappear  if 
Texas  is  reannexed  to  the  Union — not  by 
abolition,  but  slowly  and  gradually,  by  '  diffu- 
sion,' as  it  has  already  nearly  rcceeded  from 
several  of  the  more  northern  of  the  slavehold 
ing  states ;  and  as  it  will  continue  thua  more 
rapidly  to  recede  by  the  annexatiou  of  Texas, 
and  finally,  in  the*  distant  future,  without  a 
shock,  without  abolition,  without  a  convulsion, 
disappear  into  and  through  Texas  into  Mexico 
and  Central  and  Southern  America." — R,  J, 
Walker  J  Governor  of  Kansas, 

**  I  can  only  say,  there  is  not  a  man  living 
who  wishes  more  sincerely  than  I  do  to  see  a 
plan  adopted  for  the  abolition  of  it,  (slavery ;) 
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tet  there  is  ODfy  OM  ]m>per  and  effMtaftl  mode 
in  which  it  oan  be  aooompUBhed,  and  thai  is 
bj  legJBlative  acthoritr ;  and  this,  bo  far  as 
mj  simrage  will  go,  shall  nerer  be  wanting/' — 


fltaiTe  Tradey  AMean. 

BXTITALOr. 

In  the  annual  message  of  Gk>Temor  Adams, 
of  South  Carolina,  for  the  year  1856,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  areno  in  favor  of  the  reopening  of 
the  slave  tnSe  as  foHows  :— 

'*  It  is  apprehended  that  the  opening  of  this 
trade  will  lessen  the  value  of  slaves,  and  ulti- 
matelj  destroy  the  institution.  It  is  a  suffi- 
dent  answer  to  point  to  the  fact  that  unre- 
stricted immigration  has  not  diminished  the 
value  of  labor  in  the  northwestern  oonfeder- 
aey.  The  cry  there  is  the  want  of  labor,  not- 
withstanding capital  has  the  pauperism  of  the 
old  world  to  press  into  the  grinding  service. 
If  we  cannot  supply  the  demand  for  slave 
labor,  then  we  must  expect  to  be  supplied  with 
a  snecies  of  labor  we  ao  not  want,  and  which 
is»  irom  the  very  nature  of  things,  antagonistic 
to  our  institutions.  It  is  much  better  uiat  our 
drays  should  be  driven  by  slaves,  that  our 
£M^ries  should.be  worked  by  slaves,  that  our 
hotels  should  be  served  by  slaves,  Umt  our 
looomotives  should  be  manned  by  slaves,  than 
that  we  should  be  exposed  to  the  introduction 
from  any  quarter  of  a  population  alien  to  us 
by  birth,  training,  and  education,  and  which 
in  the  process  of  time  must  lead  to  that  conflict 
between  capital  and  labor  *  which  makcd  it  so 
difficult  to  maintain  free  institutions  in  all 
wealthy  and  highly  civilized  nations  where 
such  institutions  as  ours  do  not  exist/  In  all 
slaveholding  states  true  policy  dictates  that 
the  superior  race  should  direct,  and  tlie  inferior 
perform  all  menial  service.  Competition  be- 
tween the  white  and  black  man  for  this  ser- 
vice may  not  disturb  northern  sensibility,  but 
it  does  not  exactly  suit  our  latitude. 

"  Irrespective,  however,  of  interest,  the  act 
of  Congress  declaring  the  slave  trade  piracy 
is  a  brand,  upon  us  which  I  think  it  important 
to  remove.  If  the  trade  be  piracy,  the  slave 
must  be  plunder,  and  no  ingenuity  can  avoid 
the  logical  necessity  of  such  a  conclusion.  My 
hopes  and  fortunes  are  indissolubly  associated 
with  this  form  of  society.  I  feel  that  I  would 
be  wanting  in  duty  if  I  did  not  urge  you  to 
withdraw  your  assent  to  an  act  which  is  itself 
a  direct  condemnation  of  your  institutions. 
But  we  have  interests  to  enforce  a  course  of 
self-respect.  I  believe,  as  I  have  already  sta- 
tedf  that  more  slaves  are  necessary  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  our  monopoly  in  plantation  pro- 
ducts. I  believe  that  they  are  necessary  to 
ihe  full  development  of  our  whole  round  of 
agricultural  and  mechanical  resources;  that 
they  are  necessary  to  the  restoration  of  the 
South  to  an  equaUty  of  power  in  the  general 
jDOvemment,  perhaps  to  the  very  integrity  of 
tne  slave  society,  disturbed  as  it  has  been  by 
CMMs  which  hwve  indoood  ftii  undue  pn^por* 


tion  of  the  ruling  raoe.  To  us  have  been  ooni* 
mitted  the  fortunes  of  this  peculiar  form  of 
society  resnlting[  from  the  union  of  unequal 
races.  ^  It  has  vindicated  its  didm  to  the  ap- 
probation of  an  enlightened  humanity ;  it  has 
civilised  and  christianized  the  African ;  it  has 
exalted  the  white  race  itself  to  higher  hopes 
and  purposes,  and  it  is  perhaps  of  the  most 
sacred  obligation  that  we  should  give  it  ^e 
means  of  expansion^  and  that  we  should  press  , 
it  forward  to  a  perpetuity  of  progress.'^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  Monday,  Dec.  15,  1856,  Mr. 
£theridge  (Fillmore  American),  of  Tenn., 
asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion:— 

**  ResolTvd,  ThBt  this  IIoum  of  BeprewDtatbat  Ngsrd  all 
8iig((Mtionfl  and  propositioDi  of  erery  kind,  br  whonuoavtr 
made,  for  a  reriTal  of  Uie  AfHcan  siaTe  trade,  as  ibodring 
to  the  moral  miUment  of  the  enUgbtened  portion  of  man- 
kind ;  and  that  any  action  on  the  part  of  Congrera  ooonlv- 
ing  at  or  legalising  that  horrid  and  inhuman  traffic,  would 
JniiUy  ■object  the  OoTemment  and  eltiiens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  reproach  and  execration  of  all  dviliied  and 
Christian  people  throughout  the  world." 

Mr.  Smith  (Democrat),  of  Ya.,  objected. 
Mr.  Etheridge  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  which  was  carried — ^yeas  140,  naya  53. 

During  the  pendency  of  these  proceedings, 
the  following  remarks  were  made  by  mem- 
bers:— 

Mr.  Walker.  I  do  not  design  to  enter  into 
debate,  but  onlv  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  whether,  if  there  is  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  this  resolution  is  received,  it  is 
his  purpose  to  call  the  previous  question  with 
a  view  of  cutting  off  debate  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Etheridge.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man. The  resolution,  to  my  mind,  contains 
a  self-evident  proposition.  I  presume  there  is 
no  gentleman  here  who  has  not  an  opinion 
upon  the  question,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
cuss it.  I  shall  nioTO  the  previous  question 
if  1  shall  succeed  in  getting  the  tluor. 

Mr.  JoxES  of  Tenn.  I  would  ask  my  col- 
league if  he  cannot  modify  his  resolution  so  as 
to  leave  out  all  his  reasons,  his  argument,  and 
his  speech  ?  I  say  to  my  colleague  that  I  am 
[loud  cries  of  "Order  !"  "  Order  1"]  as  much 
opposed  to  opening  the  African  slave  trade  as 
he  is  or  any  other  man.  [Cries  of  "  Order  V 
"  Order !"] 

The  Speaker.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tenn.  I  do  not  intend  to  de- 
bate the  matter,  but  I  am  not  to  be  put  down 
by  my  colleague. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Orr.  I  give  notice  that,  if  the  rules 
are  suspended,  I  will  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution as  a  substitute  for  that  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee : — 

**Reeolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  lavi  pro 
hibiting  the  African  slare  trade.*' 

Mr.  PuRTEAR.    Before  I  vote   upon  this 

Question,  I  desire  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Louse  to  state  that  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
the  revival  of  the  slave  trade  as  any  centleman 
Qpcm  this  fkxNT ;  bat  I  believe  that  this  resolii- 
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tion  is  inttodnoed  oat  of  plftoe,  and  th&t  thia 
is  not  the  time  for  it  I  shall  therefore  vote 
against  it.  If  the  time  shall  ever  arrive  when 
my  vote  can  affect  the  question,  I  shall  vote 
against  tlie  revival  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Va.  In  explanation  of  the 
vote  which  I  shall  eive,  I  will  saj  that  I  deem 
the  revival  of  the  slave  trade  as  inexpedient; 
bat  I  think  I  understand  the  object  in  intro- 
duoine  this  resolution,  and  not  concurring  in 
that  object^  I  shall  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  ZoLLicoPFiR.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  am 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  reopening  of  the  slave 
trade ;  but  as  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  good 
oan  grow  out  of  introducing  that  question 
here,  1  shall  vote  ** no" 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  am  opposed  to  re-establish- 
inff  the  slave  trade,  and  uiould  vote  against  a 
bin  which  pro^Mes  to  repMtl  the  laws  now 
prohibiting  it.  But  I  am  against  abstractions ; 
and  as  the  message  of  Governor  Adams  of 
South  Carolina  is  not  before  us,  I  record  my 
vote  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Burnett.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
reopening  the  slave  trade  as  any  man  upon 
this  floor;  but  believing  I  fully  understand 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  wno  introduced 
the  resolution,  and  that  I  can  understand  the 
inducements  which  have  led  him  to  present  it 
at  this  time,  I  shall  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  Washburnb  of  Me.  I  shall  object  to 
anv  explanations  hereafter. 

Mr.  Jewett.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether,  if  the  rules  are  suspended,  the  first 
question  will  be  upon  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr],  and 
ttien  upon  the  resolution  offered  oy  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  ? 

The  Speaker.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  not  been  re- 
ceived. If  the  rules  are  suspended,  the  Question 
will  be  first  upon  the  resolution  offerea  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Jewett.    I  vote  **  no." 

Mr.  Barksdale.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  re- 
opening the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Washburnb  of  Me.  I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  Barksdaui.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
gentleman  upon  this  side  of  the  House  is. 
r  Order !"  "  Order !"]  But  I  regard  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  ill- 
timed  Trcnewed  cries  of  **  Order  1"1,  out  of 
Elace,  thrown  into  the  House  as  a  nrebrand 
loud  cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order  I"  and  great 
confusion],  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  a 
party  purpose.    I  therefore  vote  "  no." 

IVu*.  Keitt.  I  wish  to  say  that  if  I  had 
been  in  the  House— [cries  of  "Order  I"  "Or- 
der !"] 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  desires  to  state  the  manner  in  which 
he  should  have  voted,  had  he  been  within  the 
Hall  when  his  name  was  called.  That  oour- 
tesv  has  never  been  refused  to  any  member, 
and  if  the  eentleman  confines  himself  to  that 
point,  the  Cliair  thinks  he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Keitt.  I  wish  to  say  that  had  I  been 
here  when  my  name  was  called,  I  should  have 


voted  ''no;''  among  other  Taaao»»— [kwdl 
cries  of  "Orderl"]-^beoaa8e  I  oonsidav  Ito 
resolution  as  improper  and  irreleTant.  Whflk 
my  views  are  upon  the  whole  auqject,  I  will 
express,  when  I  can  do  so  fuUv. 

Mr.  Qarnett  stated  that  had  he  been  wiilua 
the  Hall,  when  his  name  was  oalled,  huahrwH 
have  voted  "  no." 

Mr.  Kellt  stated  that  he  should  bmve  votoA 
"  no,"  had  he  been  in  the  Hoose  when  hia 
name  was  called. 

Mr.  Greenwood  (Dem.)  of  Ark.  So  fiwr  Mt 
I  am  advised,  there  is  n6  gentleman  on  Ibia 
side  of  the  House  who  is  in  favor  of  reopening 
the  African  slave  trade;  bat  I  shall  TOta 
against  the  suspension  of  the  rales. 

Mr.  Ore.  I  ask  the  {;entleman  from  Tan* 
nessee  to  let  my  resolution  be  introduced  aa 
an  amendment  to  the  one  he  has  offered.  m> 
that  the  House  may  have  the  choice  between 
them. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  with  the  gentle- 
man himself,  tnat  it  is  inexpedient  to  open  the 
slave  trade ;  and,  if  he  will  consent  to  let  my 
amendment  be  offered,  I  am  confident  there 
will  be  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  Home 
against  the  re-opening  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  Etheridge.  if  it  were  impossible  for 
the  gentleman  to  got  in  his  reqplution  as  I  got 
mine,  I  would  withdraw  the  call  for  the  fire* 
vious  (question,  and  let  his  resolution  oome  in ; 
but  it  is  just  as  easy  for  him  as  it  was  for  me 
to  present  his  resolution,  and,  if  objected  lo» 
to  move  a  suspension  of  tiie  rules  for  its  intro» 
duction.     [Cries  of  "  Order  V] 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tenn.  I  wish  to  ask  my  col 
league  a  question.    Will  he  answer  met 

Mr.  Etheridge.    I  will. 

Mr.  Jones.  Does  my  colleague  desire  to 
have  a  fair  expression  of  this  House  against 
the  reopening  of  the  slave  trade ;  or  does  he 
wish  such  an  expression  as  will  be  offensive 
to  his  own  friends  and  his  own  section  of  the 
country? 

Mr.  Barclat  (Rep.)  of  Pa.  I  object  to 
debate. 

Mr.  McMuLLXN  (Democrat)  of  Va.  stated 
that  he  was  opposed  to  reopening  the  slave 
trade  ;  but  coiud  not  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion because  of  the  terms  in  which  it  waa 
couched. 

Mr.  MiLLsoN.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  If 
this  were  a  measure  of  legislation,  I  would 
vote  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  1  am  ready 
to  vote  for  a  resolution  condemnatory  of  tlie 
slave  trade  on  grounds  of  expediency,  huma- 
nity, and  moranty.  [Cries  of  "  Order  I" J  I 
will  not  be  half  a  mmute.  I  wish  to  state 
the  reasons  for  my  request.   The  rule  says  :— 

"  Eyeiy  member  who  ihan  be  In  the  Hoom  when  tbt 
qtWRtloii  !■  pat  shftll  Klre  hli  rote,  unlew  tba  IIoum^  for 
special  reeion,  iball  tzcuM  him.*' 

The  Speaker.  The  previous  question  is  or> 
dered,  and  the  gentleman  cannot  debate  the 
question. 

Mr.  MiLLSON.  I  do  not  ask  to  debate  it ;  I 
merely  wish  to  give  "  the  special  rfasoa"  (bi 
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SreqQMl  to  be  mooMd  from  Totiiig  on  the 
ptioo  of  the  Teeohitioii.  A  Tote  for  or 
Against  the  resolution  will  place  me  in  a  false 
position.  There  are  parts  and  bearings  of  the 
resolution  to  which  «I  haTe  olgeotion,  and  I 
eannot  oonsistentl j  Tote  fbr  it ;  while  I  am  in 
^Tor  of  the  general  objeots  of  the  resolution, 
and  am  therefore  unwilling  to  TOte  aeainst  it. 
For  these  reasons,  like  some  of  mj  coTleaffues, 
I  desire  to  be  excused  from  Totmg  at  all,  as 
neither  an  aflirmative  nor  a  negative  vote  will 
fipresent  me  eorrectlj. 

Mr.  Eusns.  Inasmuch  as  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Etheridge]  has  seen  fit  to  im- 
pose the  gag-rule  upon  us,  and  as  I  denre  to 
TOte  understandineij,  I  want  to  Imow  from 
the  chair  whether  I  can  haye  my  reasons  for 
giTiBg  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give  sprcMul 
npon  the  record  ?  I  Tote  agunst  the  resolu- 
tioo,  not  that  I  am  in  fayor  of  the  renyal  of 
the  slaye  trade,  for  I  believe  there  is  but  one 
opinion  upon  tiiis  snlgect  I  vote  against  it, 
beoause  I  look  upon  the  resolution  as  uncalled 
fbr,  as  unwarranted,  and  '*  full  of  sound  and 
liirr»  signifying  nothing.'^  [Cries  of  **  Order  T 
*  Order  1"] 

Mr.  Grow.    I  o^ect 

The  Spiakir.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Florikci.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not 
quite  enough  cheese  on  this  "figure  4"  to 
catch  me.  The  attractive  trap  is  not  quite 
well  enough  baited,  as  beauiimllj  gUded  as 
it  is,  to  be  deceived  by  it.  The  real  purpose 
to  BOT  mind  is  too  apparent.  I  am  quite  as 
decidedly  and  as  strongly  opposed  to  reopen- 
ing the  African  slave  trade  as  any  one  in  this 
bioad  land,  believing  it  to  be  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  a^,  and  repulsive  to  the  most 
aoute  and  sensitive  feelings  of  philanthropy 
and  enlarged  humanity ;  but  as  I  cannot  see 
that  any  practical  good  is  to  result  from  an 
introduction  of  the  subject  here,  or  why  the 
valuable  time  of  this  short  session  of  Con- 
gress should  be  taken  up  either  with  the  dis- 
cussion or  agitation  of  it,  in  the  form  and 
manner  in  which  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
j^tleman  from  Tennessee  presents  it,  I  vote 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Harris  of  HI.  Is  it  in  order  to  ex- 
plain the  vote  I  give? 

The  Spiaur.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  Harris  of  111.  I  will  vote,  then,  and 
I  vote  for  all  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
denounces  the  slave  trade.  [Cries  of  "Or- 
der!" "Order  1"] 

Mr.  McMuLLiN.  I  ask  to  be  excused  fVom 
votiBg  upon  this  unnecessary  and  nonsensical 
resolution. 

Mr.  Saoi.  I  move  the  gentleman  be  ex- 
cused« 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olivxr  of  Mo.  I  am  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  revival  of  the  Afripan  slave  trade 

The  Spxakir.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 
^  Mr.  OuviR  of  Mo     But  upon  this  resolu- 
tion I  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  OtR.    If  I  can  get  the  floor,  I  shall 


grre  m j  opinions  hereafter  in  the  shape  of  a 
resolution.   I  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  Savagx.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  very  much 
opposed  to  voting  on  such  a  resolution  as  this, 
and  before  dmnf  so  address  an  inquiry  to  the 
Chair.  I  inquire  ot  the  Chair  whether  all 
declarations,  reeolutions,  innuendoes,  sugge^ 
tions,  and  propositions,  bv  whomsoever  made, 
suggeiStine  or  mtending  that  the  present  Con- 
gross  will  connive  at  or  Imdise  the  slave 
trade,  ore  not  dishonest,  frau£ilent,  and  falae, 
and  made  for  political  ^ect? 

The  SpxAKxa.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Savagx.    I  vote  "no.** 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tenn.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  slave  trade,  but  upon  this  re* 
solution  I  vote  "no,"  because  I  believe  the 
purpose  of  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ya.  stated  that  he  waa 
against  the  revival  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
against  the  resolution,  and  therefore  voted 


"no." 


Mr.  Snrkd.  On  this  stump  speech  I  vote 
"  no."    [LaughterJ 

Mr.  Wright  of  Tenn.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  reopening  the  slave  trade.  The 
people  whom  I  represent,  and  I  believe  I  can 
say  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
Tennessee,  are  opposed  to  that  pohcy.  But 
whilst  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  tnat  policy,  I 
am  also  opposed  to  the  resolution  offered  by 
my  colleague,  because,  sir,  I  believe  it  haji 
effected  precisely  the  object  which  he  intended 
it  to  have ;  that  was,  sir,  to  open  afresh  an4 
again  a  question  which  I  hope  will  soon  be 
banished  from  this  hall;  ana  to  divide  and 
distract  a  party  to  which  he  is  bitterly  opposed 
was  another  object  of  the  resolution.  This 
latter  object  he  cannot  effect,  however  much 
ho  may  have  desired  it.  Sir,  I  vote  "  no.'* 
[Cries  of  "  Order !"  fluently  interrupted  the 
remarks.] 

Mr.  ZoLLicoFFER.  I  would  have  preferred  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  change  the  phraseologv 
of  the  resolution;  but  as  no  alternative  la 
given  to  me  but  to  vote  for  it  or  against  it,  to 
avoid  misconstruction  of  my  sentimente  I 
will  vote  "  ay." 

Mr.  Cadwaladxr.  I  ask  the  unanimona 
consent  of  the  House  to  enter  my  protest 
against  that  part  of  the  resolution  whicb 
might,  if  unexplained,  imply  an  assumptioii 
on  the  part  of  this  House  of  a  rieht  to  cen- 
sure a  recent  public  act  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  one  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  I  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  took  his  seat  amid  loud  calls  to  order 
by  the  Speaker  and  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McMvLLXN.  Some  of  my  fHends  thou^il 
I  desired  to  dodge  this  question  by  asking  tone 
excused  from  voting. 

The  Spxakxx.  For  what  purpose  doee  tiie 
gentleman  rise? 

Mr.  McMuLLXir.    I  rise  fbr  the  purpoee  of 
voting,  and  I  vote  "no,''  against  this  taia- 
!  gogiMl  resolution. 
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The  MBolulioii  mw  then  adopted,  yeee  152,  resolntions  which  will  tait  them,  and  jreeeni 

najs  57.    The  ayes  and  noes  on  this  resolu-  thorn  to  the  House.    I  decline  to  withdraw 

tion  will  be  founa  in  a  tabular  statement  with  the  call  for  the  preyious  question, 

that  on  Mr.  Orr's  resolution.  Mr.  Washburnk  of  Me.    I  ask  the  eentle- 

Mr.  Orr.    I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  man  from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  the  call 

the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution : —  for  the  previous  question  long  enourii  for  me 

-«..—......        ^.    ^       .        M      ._  to  offer  an  amendment  to  his  resolution. 

to  J?SSa  X"Mh'?D2!2S^t^«SiS:^  M'.  Oku.    I  ask  the  House  to  rot.  on  tihe 

pcQidUtiiig  the  Africmn  fUre  trftde.  resolution  as  it  IS.    I  therefore  reepeotmUy 

«r    T«      1      /«      1.1.      X   i!.T>         u-    X  J    decline  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  rrevioui 
Mr.  Barclay  ( Republican j  of  Penn.  objected,   question. 

The  rules  were  8U8pended,yeas  181,  nays  10.       The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  yeas  183, 

The  negative  vote  was  as  foUows :—  ^ays  8.    The  yeas  and  nays  will  be  found  In 

NATiL-Heim  Barctay,  Barkidmie,  iiendiey  8,  Bennett,   the  tabular  Statement  on  the  following  paga. 

Brookfl,  Crawford,  Day,  Girnett,  Quitman,  Shorter,  WaUier.    as  also  those  on  Mr.  Etheridge's  resolution. 

""^^  Mr.  Barksdale  stated  that  he  oould  nol 

Mr,  Quitman.  There  are  two  words  I  should  yote  for  the  resolution,  regarding  it  too  bi^w^ 

like  to  see  stricken  out  of  that  resolution.  ^"^  "^  *^™«- ,,  ^^^  ^'«?^**  ^^^'^^  \«*«^  ^""^^ 


The  Speaker.    That  can  be  done  only  by  ^J^  ^^  ^^  gentleman's  colleague  [Mr, 

^  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  <^°««  «"•  I,*""  "'OV'^'^  to  any  agitation  of  the 

Mr.  (^uWIx.  I  vote  no.  then,  as  the  gentle-  q"!?'";"  I'^re.    It  ma;r  be  unwise  and  ipex- 

man  from  South  Carolina  ie  determined  to  call  H't         '"?      "'"t'-Jg '"^^s  »«» *»»;  <^»^^ 

for  the  previous  question.  '"?*  ^  ^"\  °°*  Pl^P^r,*^,  *°  ,?''*'„H'»'  '^i"'  ** 

Mr.  ksiTT.    I  veto  ay,  on  the  suspension  ?"»  ."<•*.  Ix*  the  "settled  policy"  of  Uie  South 


unanimous  consent.  <c   -"o  >t     o      i       ai.    o     .•  t 

Mr.  Orr.    It  is  due  to  the  gentleman  from       f^'-  ^°^f  T^^J;    ^^'  Speaker,  the  South  has 

Mississippi  to  state,  that  if  the  rules  be  sus-  ??*.fPP^'l^  ^  Congress  to  repeal  the  law  pnn 

pended  1  shall  call  for  the  previous  question  ^ibitrng  the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  unUl  she 

««  fKn  rv««a«^  ..f  ♦v.n  «»«^i.,fi.r.  ^  docs  8i),  I  am  oppoHcd  to  any  ajntati 


Mr.  Florence.    Inasmuch  as  this  matter 
has  l>een 
other 
rules 

resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro-  \«"^"^"  ""^y"  ^^^^]  m  acconiancc  wiiii  my 

iJQa                       *^  Views    of    the    mitiunahty    of   the    subject. 

mV.  Cari'thers  said  that  if  ho  hod  been  [^^"«*»^^^''-]           ,  ,   ,  ,i    ,  ..  i.    ,     >  x 

within  the  bar  when  his  name  was  called,  ho  ^^'''  I^-Rvear  Ptatod  that  if  he  had  been 

would  have  voted  in  the  affirmative.  V''^^''^  '''?''  A"**  "m  ""^  '''^^  '^^"''**^*  ^^  '"'^"^'^ 

Mr.  Bkck>ks.    It  is  not  in  order  to  give  the  ^^^:^:  ""T  '"  !  ^'^  ",^f"*".^i\^- ,    ,  , 

reasons  for  my  vote ?  ,,  ^V*     '*,'' "^  '  "^'"^  ^^'^^  '^ ^'"^  ^'^A^  \''T  ''"^i" 

The  Speaker.     It  is  not.  *'^  ^''^^  '^  'V"  \'»^  »!i""^-  ^^'^^  ^'^"^^»  ^^"^  ^^""I'l 

Mr.  Brooks.     I  vote  in  the  negative.  *'^'"®  ''"^^^  *"  *^<^  affirmative. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  — 

the  resolution,  Recapitul.vtio.v  of  the  votes.  1<J9  Kcpub- 
Mr.  Orr  called  for  the  previous  question.  licans,  24  Fillmore  Amorirans.  and  18  Demo- 
Mr.  BoYCE.     I  have  a  substitute  for  my  col-  crats,  voted  for   Mr.   Ethoriilgo's  n^solutir-n. 

league's  resolution,  which  I  ask  mav  be  read  ^^^^  50  Democrats  and  7  Fillmore  Auierican!} 

for  the  information  of  the  House,    ^lie  reso-  against  it. 

lutiou  was  read,  as  follows : —  — 

«Re«r»iT«i,  That  the  House  of  ReprewntititemexpTeMinK.  \^-  Republicans,  2,3   Fillmore  Americans 

•a  th«iy  MwTe,  public  opinion  both  North  and  South,  are  and  58  Democrats,  Votod  for  Mr.  Orr's  r0Si>lu> 

utterly  oppoiwd  to  Uie  nwpcning  of  the  riave  trade."  tion,  aud  8  Democrats  against  it. 

Mr.  QuiTM AX.     I  ask  my  friend  from  South  — 

Carolina  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  Republicans  in   Roman,   Fillmore  Ai 

question,  to  enable  me  to  offer  an  amendment  cans  in  small  cats,  Democrats  in  italka. 

to  his  resolution.    I  a;5ree  to  the  resolution,  if  

the  w«'".'J«./^-;>ntrary  to  the  settled  policy  of  xhe  following  Table  presents  at  a  glance 

the  United  Sstates,    be  stricken  out.    I  deem  ♦i.^  ,.^*^    r  *i     ^    i          r  *i     it               *i- 

it  improper  to  pronounce   judgment  on  that  ***^  '^^^^'^  *^^"  ir^omh^v^  of    he  House  on    he 

point  in  advance  of  discussion.  propositions  reH])oetively  of  Messrs.  Ethendgo 

Mr.  Orr.     I  think  the  resoluti(»n  is  in  the  *"d  ^"-     '^^^^  members  to  whose  names  no 

best  shape  as  it  is.    If  it  dfMss  not  meet  with  vote  is  appended,  did  not  vote  on  either  re^y- 

gentleinen's  approbation,  they  can  frame  otlier  lution. 
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autostfiii.    . 

BiBdnafpK.  - 
•MiMrifofMln. 
•AlKTuM      - 

ai«m<«fMiM. 


Bwhatfrfc    . 

Jtaabiita.a    ■ 

kMoiorFi.    - 

BiMBlga  sTMh*. 
Anal  of  Kn   - 


ChdHDfHu*. 

OUIdaoTH.T.  ■ 
Oukitfll.T.    • 

Quk  of  Oinui.   - 

OiwamDfN.  J. 

Cbtturok. 

OUofAl*. 

OoikioriDd.    ■ 

OnoluirflbM. 

Ooi  DTK*. .  . 
Owta  o/n.  H.  ■ 
O^crfH.a  ■ 

CniBDflM.    . 


BmofOoaD. 


MgMBtlaA  - 

■wnmrbi.      ' 
Xvuicflteu  - 


HonMnrMlch. 

HniiluuniorN.  r. 

jiwHorKf.    - 


PnrT  sf  Ms.     - 

J^hvodla.  • 
nkioTN.H.  ■ 
PmniDflla.  - 
PKfHUalVm.  ■ 
IMuiltafN.T. 
pBTTlumafPi. 
Pmnu  of  H.  C. 


Bi«.ofH.  T.     ■ 


iofi'.n 


IRiPMrofO*.  ■ 

WMbbaiwofHe.    • 

ITaMiu  of  IWuL 
WaUoB  of  Ohio 

iriii.ofWbL    ■ 
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The  Hon.  John  A.  Qnitmaa,  of  Miwiflflippi, 
in  alladiog  to  the  leaaonB  which  indaoed  his 
▼ote  against  the  reeolntionfl  of  Messrs.  Orr  and 
Etheridge,  thus  spoke  on  the  15th  of  Dec., 
1856,  in  the  House : — 

I  voted  against  both  resolutions ;  and  now 
take  this  first  opportunity  of  stating  the  rea- 
sons of  Uiose  Totes.  Both  resolutions  were, 
in  my  opinion,  as  objectionable  in  substance, 
as  the  mode  of  forcing  a  vote  on  them,  under 
the  pressure  of  the  previous  question,  was  im- 
proper. The  promment  features  in  the  pro- 
position of  the  member  from  Tennessee  are 
Its  sinister  expressions,  and  the  intensely  vir- 
tuous indignation  manifested,  not  against  the 
revival  of  the  African  slave  trade,  but  against 
the  wickedness  of  those  who  would  have  the 
hardihood  to  make  suggestions  or  propositions 
in  relation  thereto;  and,  as  if  to  deter  all 
good  patriots  from  even  harboring  such  sug- 
gestions, it  invokes  the  reproach  and  execra- 
tion  of  "the  civilized  and  Christian  people 
throughout  the  world''  upon  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  should  Oon- 
gresH,  by  any  action,  connive  at  or  listen  to 
such  suggestions.  It  denounces  thoughts, 
propositions,  and  opinions,  on  the  assumption 
that  they  are  shockmg  to  the  moral  sentiment 
of  mankind.  Now,  sir,  I  find  in  the  written 
chart  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  this  House 
no  authority  to  take  charge  of  the  public  or 
private  morals  of  the  sood  people  of  the  coun- 
tnr.  It  is  a  vain  and  pharisaical  arrogance 
of  superior  virtue  in  us  to  assume  such  cen- 
sorship. I  intend  no  personal  disrespect 
when  1  say  that  this  House,  constituted  as  it 
is,  is  one  of  the  last  tribunals  to  which  ques- 
tions of  public  morals  or  of  private  honor 
should  be  referred ;  and  yet,  sir,  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if  it 
sprang  from  any  higher  motive  than  that  of 
entrapping  political  opponents,  was  a  mere 
attempt  to  denounce  as  immoral  and  unchris- 
tian certain  opinions  known  to  be  entertained 
by  some  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  to  invoke, 
in  advance  of  any  proposed  action,  horrid  im- 
precations on  the  country  should  Congress  in 
anv  wav  connive  at  such  sentiments,  by  any 
political  action.  I  surely  do  the  gentleman 
no  injustice  when  I  say,  that  his  object  was 
not  merclv  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  this  House  against  the  African 
Slave  trade.  IIo  will  hanlly  venture  to  say 
that  that  alone  was  his  object.  It  went  obvi- 
ously further.  The  studied  phraseology  in 
which  the  resolution  is  clothed,  going  to  the 
very  verge  of  parliamentary  license,  indicates 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  influence  of  this 
House  to  put  down  and  stifle  opinions  and 
pn)pf)Mitions  on  subjects  of  legitimate  inquiry, 
on  the  grounds  that  they  are  infamous  and 
detostiiMe.  It  is  a  precedent  full  of  mischief 
and  danger,  which  I  regret  especially  to  sec 
introduced  by  a  Southern  man.  Under  it, 
what  is  to  prevent  Uie  intniduction  of  a  reso- 
lution declaring  the  holding  of  slaves  to  be 
immoral,  inhuman,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit 


ofChrittiamt^r  T1ienn«(nliiblf  MMVflto 
this  floor  ready  to  present  aoeh  ajpropodtiM, 
and,  from  the  oomplexion  of  thit  Hooae,  I  an 
not  oertam  it  would  not  pass,  if  prop^M  bf 
the  bmto  force  of  the  previous  qnestion.  I 
repeat,  the  precedent  is  danceronu,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  more  pregnant  of  evil,  than  tbe 
''suggestions"  eo  mimh  condemned  by  the 
mover.  I  regret  that  it  shonld  have  reMirttd 
the  sanction  of  a  single  Democrat  on  this  floor. 
Were  we  sitting  as  a  board  of  cenaora  upon 
the  morality  of  practices  affecting  human  hi^ 
pinesa  in  general,  I  would  desire  to  inolnde  m 
our  censures  tiie  oooley  trade,  now  jpractbad 
by  our  refined  and  virtuous  ally,  Bngland; 
for,  by  that  trade,  white  men,  if  I  mar  ao  dc»- 
ijpaate  tiie  Chineee,  are  carried  into  the  woral 
kind  of  slavery.  I  would  wish  also  to  embiBoe 
in  our  deprecations,  the  "  shocking  and  va- 
christian"  practice  of  immuring  in  the  im* 
healthy  and  fetid  prison  rooms  of  a  foelCHrT 
for  eleven  hours  of  the  day,  white  children  or 
both  sexes,  and  of  tender  age,  thereby  d»> 
stroying  the  health  and  elasticity  of  their 
bodies,  and  blunting  and  stupefying  their  in- 
tellects, by  the  constent  employment  of  waleh- 
ing  the  interminable  whirling  of  the  spinning 
jenny.  I  protest,  Mr.  Speaker,  against  ttua 
House  establishing  any  code  of  monla  for  the 
country ;  but  if  we  are  to  have  one,  let  it  be 
generaL 

I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  see  the  SfBtle^ 
man  from  Tennessee  jMr.  Etheridge]  rwming 
to  suspend  the  previous  question,  at  the  r^- 

Suest  of  my  friend  from  South  Oarolina  [Mr. 
)rr],  to  enable  the  latter  gentieman  to  ofl^ 
an  amendment,  which  would  have  brought 
the  House  to  a  direct  vote,  on  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  African  slave  trade:  but  I  was 
surprised,  in  the  sequel,  to  find  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina  refusing  a  similar  privi- 
lege to  me.  Af^er  the  passage  of  the  obnox- 
ious resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  with 
a  view,  no  doubt,  to  put  himself  and  friendu 
right  upon  the  journals,  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion differing  from  that  he  had  originally  pny 
posed  as  a  substitute.  The  first  proposition 
would  have  been  acceptable  to  all  of  us  :  the 
difference  consisted  in  the  addition  of  the 
words  "  and  contrary  to  the  settled  policy  of 
the  United  States."  The  previous  quention 
havine  been  called  on  this  resolution,  I  ap- 
pealed to  the  mover  to  permit  an  amendment, 
striking  out  the  wonls  "  contrary  to  the  settled 
policy  of  the  United  States,"  m  order  that  J. 
and  those  acting  with  me,  might  unite  np'>n 
his  resolution  ;  but  the  gentleman  reruse«l  to 
do  for  a  political  friend,  that  which  he  c^im- 
plained  had  not  boon  occordcil  to  him  by  a 
[)oliucaI  opp<ment.  This  want  of  courte!»y 
compels  me  to  make  some  explanation. 

Mr.  Orr.  I  did  not  complain  ol*  the  refuRal 
of  the  gentleman  fn)m  Tcnnossoe  to  let  me 
offer  an  amendment  to  his  resolution ;  I  merely 
requested  that  he  w^uld  aflbrd  me  an  oppor^ 
tunity  so  to  do. 
Mr.  Quitman  [addressing  Mr.  Orr].    Well, 
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I  nmM  llMWQvd  •^oompbin  ^  Imd  ioBMiIdBff 
a  fw^oeife  of  a  politMal  ofpponent,  yon  impliea 
thai  U  flhould  have  been  granted.  Now,  Mr. 
8{>eaker,  my  poeition  on  tmi  ralgeet  ie  eimply 
tnU:  I  am  not  in  fiivor  of  the  revival  of  the 
African  elave  trade.  Not  because  I  look  upon 
il  as  ''shocking^,  horrid,  or  deeervins  the  exe- 
cration of  the  etvilised  world ;''  Ibr  1  believe 
it  has  resolted  in  praotioal  benefit  to  the  ne- 
00 ;  not  that  I  believe  the  transfer  of  a  slave 
mm  beni^ted  Africa  to  America— from  the 
doaunion  df  aomel  and  deuipotic  negro  master, 
to  a  kind  and  humane  white  master,  does  any 
harm  to  him,  or  to  the  world ;  but  I  am  op- 
poaed  to  the  revival  of  the  African  slave  trade 
oeoanse,  in  my  ludgment^  it  is  inexpedient, 
impolitie,  and  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the 
•eetion  of  country  which  I  represent  Such, 
too,  I  believe  to  be  the  prevailing  sentiment 
al  the  South.  I  should  have  voted,  and  am 
readj  to  vote,  for  any  proposition  which  shall 
oonfine  itself  to  a  declaration  against  the  policy 
or  expediency  of  the  African  dave-trade ;  but  I 
will  not,  by  any  fear  of  consequences  or  mis- 
oonstruetion,  be  driven  to  adopt  the  affectedly 
denunciatory  language  of  the  {^tleman  from 
Tennessee  It  is  we  language  either  of  coward- 
ice or  of  hypocrisy ;  not  that  of  plain  dealing. 
I  speak  of  the  resolution,  not  of  tne  gentleman. 
I  should  not  be  much  surprised  to  find  it  fol- 
lowed by  a  resolution  condemning  the  internal 
•lave  trade.  I  say^  again,  distincUy,  that,  had 
these  resolutions  simply  declared  that  the  revi- 
val of  the  African  slave  trade  was  inexpedient, 
and  even  against  public  |K>licy,  my  voice  would 
faa^  been  heard  strongly  in  the  aflurmative ;  but 
I  am  oppoeed  to  lectures  upon  the  morality  of 
that  traae.  There  I  stand;  and  I  cannot  be 
coaxed  or  dragooned  into  ifie  support  of  reso- 
lutions, which  I  do  not  believe  to  oe  true. 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  was  also  objectionable, 
though  not  in  the  same  degree.  It  proclaimed 
''the  settled  policy  of  the  country'^  to  be 
af^ainst  a  repeal  of  the  present  laws.  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  in  a  progressive  country  like 
ours,  where  pubUc  sentiment  sways  the  public 
policy,  there  is  an  impropriety  in  any  Congress 
resolving  what  shall  be  the  future  or  settled 
policy  01  the  country.  Every  Congress  will 
nave  enough  to  do  to  adapt  its  action  and 
legislation  to  its  own  proper  term  of  authority 
and  power.  I  regara  such  language,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  as  empty  declamation. 

In  the  next  place,  it  being  admitted  that 
treaties  are  laws,  this  language  of  the  resolu- 
tion goes  to  the  extent  of  approving  and  per- 
|>etuating  all  our  treaty  stipulations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  African  slave  trade ;  and  of  some 
of  these  I  do  not  approve,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, believe  them  to  be  unwise  and  impoli- 
tic. Such,  for  instance,  is  the  stipulation  to 
aid  Great  Britain  in  watching,  with  a  naval 
force,  the  coast  of  Africa.  Neither  am  I  pre- 
par()d  to  say,  though  oppoeed  to  the  smve 
trade,  that  it  ought  to  be  treated  as  piracy.  I 
doubt  much  whether  the  horrors  of  tne  middle 
passage  do  not  arisen  mainly,  from  the  false 


t^dkmtincpy  of  ezagf^sraled  ponkhmenti. 
Besting  in  this  uncertainty,  I  could  not,  bv 
my  vote,  declare  the  laws  and  treaties  on  tins 
Buqjeot  to  be  our  "  settled  policy .''  For  thcie 
reasons,  now  given,  because  explanation  was 
refused  when  the  reeohilions  were  offered, 
and  because  I  regarded  both  resolutions  as 
useless  and  unnecessaiy,  I  opposed  them. 

The  Hon.  John  Y.  Wright  of  Tenn.,  in 
alluding  to  the  reasons  which  induced  his 
vote  against  Mr.  Etheridge's  resolution,  thus 
spoke  in  the  House,  on  the  4th  of  Feb.  1857  :-»- 

"  Mr.  Chairman,  one  vrord  more,  and  I  will 
dose.  When  my  ooUeaeue  from  tiie  Trenton 
district  [Mr.  EtheridgjeJ,  a  few  days  ago, 
offered  a  resolution  witn  regard  to  tiie  re- 
opening the  African  slave  trade,  I  voted 
against  it,  because,  sir,  as  I  then  stated,  I 
thoueht  it  was  offered  for  the  purpose  of 
divimnj;  and  distracting,  if  possible,  the  De- 
mocratic party.  Knowing  my  colleague's 
deep-rooted  hatred  to  that  party  to  which  I 
am  attached,  and  believing  that  it  is  the  only 
party  to  which  the  destinies  of  the  country 
can  safely  be  intrusted,  I  was  unwilling  to 

S've  my  oountonance  to  a  scheme  whidi  I 
en  thought  was  set  on  foot  to  embarrass  its 
action.  I  also  think,  with  the  distin^ishcd 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Quitman], 
whom  I  am  proud  to  call  my  friend,  that  Con- 
gress is  a  very  unsafe  tribunal  to  decide  for 
tne  people  of  the  United  States  what  shall  or 
shall  not  be  their  standard  of  morality.  But, 
sir,  while  I  voted  against  that  resolution,  as  T 
then  stated,  I  am  opposed  to  the  policy  of  re- 
opening the  African  slave  trade.  1  voted 
very  cheerfully  for  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr,]  wnich 
declared  it  to  be  'unwise,  inexpedient,  and 
against  the  settled  policy  of  the  government^ 
to  reopen  that  trade.  I  regretted  exdeedingly 
that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Etheridge]  should  have 
raised  that  question  at  a  time  when  he  weU 
knew  that  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Tennes- 
see, with  scarcely  an  exception,  are  opposed 
to  the  policy  alluded  to.  I  do  not  Delieve 
there  is  a  single  member  here  from  the  South 
(with  perhaps  one  exception)  who  does  favor 
that  policy ;  and  yet  a  settled  attempt  is  being 
made  to  impress  upon  the  public  mind  of  the 
North  that  the  South  desires  the  reopening 
of  that  trade.  But,  whatever  the  motive  of 
my  colleague  may  have  been,  it  is  passed; 
and  if  he  intended  what  I  have  said,  I  am 
very  happy  that  he  was  disappointed  in  his 
hopes." 

Hon.  Emerson  Etheridge  of  lenn.,  on  the 
2l8t  of  Feb.,  1857,  thus  gave  his  reasons  for 
opposing  the  resolution  :—  t 

*'  In  the  Democratic  party  were  to  be  fimnd 
those  who  openly  advocated  a  revival  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  or  denounced  the  laws 
and  treaties  by  which  it  is  prohibited.  Every 
day  they  were  grovring  bolaer,  and  increashiig 
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fheir  nnmberB.  They  could  hare  been  foand 
here — ^here,  we  are  told,  on  this  floor.  The 
late  Presidential  election,  which  so  many 
fondly  hoped  would  break  up  the  goyemmcnt, 
was  over.  Kansas,  which,  under  Mr.  Bu- 
ohanan's  administration,  wo  are  assured  by  his 
political  friends  will  soon  be  a  free  state,  could 
not  much  longer  furnish  northern  or  southern 
disunionists  with  political  capital.  A  propo- 
sition to  reopen  the  African  slave  trade  would 
be  the  best  thing — the  very  best,  because  it  is 
impoBsible^to  stir  up  anew  the  excited  mil- 
lions of  the  North.  It  would  furnish  them  a 
pretext  to  stigmatize  their  southern  brethren 
as  a  race  of  cannibals.  Worcester  would 
again  be  filled  with  an  assemblage  of  di»- 
nnionists  seeking  the  overthrow  of  the  Union, 
to  destroy  slavery  in  the  states,  while  Nash- 
ville mignt  be  the  rendezvous  of  a  counter  con- 
Tocation,  urging  the  same  means  to  preserve 
and  perpetuate  it. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  this  proposition  to 
reopen  the  slave  trade  had  its  supporters  and 
i^xnogists  in  the  South.  Not  only  so,  they 
are  in  many  instances  men  of  ^eat  abilities 
and  of  high  position.  I  admit  the  w)iole 
scheme  to  be  impossible  without  a  previous 
separation  of  the  states,  and  that  it  is  impos- 
sible in  the  Union  eives  significance  to  the 
fact  that  the  scheme  has  its  mends,  advocates, 
and  apologists.  Sir,  I  have  before  me  now  a 
copy  of  the  New  Orleans  Delta,  published  late 
in  December  last.  It  is  a  paper  conducted 
with  great  power  and  ability.  It  is  radically 
Democratic,  supported  Buchanan  and  Breck« 
enridgc,  and  is  the  organ  of  a  powerful  di- 
rision  of  the  Democratic  party  South.  It 
says :— 

**  Tha  Crescent  thinks  the  coup  de  Knc9  was  administered 
to  the  slave  trade  qucvtion  by  the  late  rote  in  the  House. 
It  is  a  mistake;  the  (lae^tion  will  f^row  in  importance  fi-om 
thi4  time  forth.  Quitman,  Perry.  Walker,  Bennett,  Wright, 
Shorter,  Brooks,  Keitt,  and  Barkwlale,  are  men  whose  names 
will  be  honored  bereafler  for  the  unflinching  manner  in 
which  they  stood  up  for  principle,  fhr  truth,  and  consistency, 
M  well  as  the  rltal  intere«tt«  of  the  South,  in  the  late  Tote 
in  the  House  by  which  politicians  sought  to  strangle  an  in- 
fimt  Hercules  whose  manhood  they  dreaded." 

Tes,  sir,  such  was  my  purpose.  If  this 
thing  is  to  be  continuously  urged,  if  it  is  to 
be  regarded  as  an  open  question,  it  may  as- 
sume gi^ntic  proportions.  I  would  strangle 
it  in  its  infancy.  I  hope  never  to  behold  such 
a  monstrosity  as  its  full  development  would 
present.  The  same  paper,  in  an  article  upon 
•*  the  slave  trade,"  says  : — 

"  Lot  it  no  longer  be  stigmatised  as  piratry  to  maintain 
llaTery  by  the  same  moans  which  originated  It  Let  that 
oppfolirions  brand  be  taken  from  the  brow  of  the  South. 
Liet  the  sentimental  hnmbuggery  of  Albert  Pike  and  such 
like  be  scouted  into  ridicule,  and  let  rationalism  and  true 
philanthrc^y  be  respected." 


A  correspondent  of  that  paper,  writing  from 
this  city,  the  I8th  of  December  last,  says : — 

*'  The  question  of  reopenlDg  the  trade  will  be  postponed 
vntll  the  next  Oongrwa.  when  a  fbrmal  proposition  will  be 
introduced  oonoemlng  it,  and  the  question  rally  rifled." 

The  proceedings  of  the  late  Southern  Con- 
vention, which  assembled  at  Savannah,  were 


full  of  meaning  in  this  reepeot    Fbr  janvil 
had  been  roving  about  the  country  to  find  eoiM 
plan  for  building  ships  without  money*  *nd  to 
monopolize  the  carrying  trade  without  shipa. 
Aspinng  young  men  found  within  it  opporta* 
nities  for  display,  and  broken-down  poliuduw 
a  chance  for  resurrection.    A  seven  years' 
effort  to  instruct  us  in  the  means  of  growing 
rich  vrithout  labor,  and  building  up  eitiea 
behind  mud-banks  and  sand-bars,  nad  proved 
unavailing.     Something  else  must  be  done. 
The  suffering  South,  with  all  its  meana  in- 
vested  in  agriculture,  must  do  something  to 
set  off  its  commercial  inequality.    The  *'  ni|^ 
ger  pill,"  which  is  prescribed  for  almost  every 
conceivable  complaint,  must  be  administered 
in  larger  doses.     Hence  the  proposition  to 
reopen  the  African  slave  traae--a  mearan 
which  was  favored  by  about  one-third  of  the 
convention.    Why,  sir,  this  project  had  so 
grown  in  favor,  and  was  exciting  so  nraoh 
sympathy  in  high  quarters,  that  we  find  the 
present  Democratic  governor  of  Georgia  made 
It  the  subject  of  remark  in  his  late  messase  to 
the  legislature  of  that  state.    He  declared  the 
propcisition  as  "  adverse  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  civilized  world,  to  our  treaty  stipulationa 
for  its  suppression,  and  the  conventional  lawi 
of  nations,  by  which  it  is  declared  to  be  pir^ 
cy."    Yet,  while  I,  for  what  I  have  done,  nave 
been  held  up  as  untrue  to  the  South,  good. 
Democratic  Governor  Johnson  is  merely  chided 
as  an  "  erring  brother,'^  and  pressed  by  Ida 
political  frienos  for  a  cabinet  appointment.   I 
think,  however,  he  will  have  to  stand  aside  to 
make  room  for  another  gentleman  from  that 
state,  who  thinks  that  to  revive  that  traJBe 
would  not  be  **  shocking  to  the  moral  senti- 
ments of  the  enlightened  portion  of  man« 
kind."    So  plain  and  obvious  has  this  more- 
ment  been,  that  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  editor  of 
the  Union,  published  in  this  city,  has  had  to 
lend  his  columns  to  its  denunciation.    But 
recently  he  stigmatized  it  as  an  *'  odious  traf* 
fie,"  and  was  permitted  to  go  without  a  publio 
reprimand  for  his  temerity.    It  is  true,  he  is 
soon  to  withdraw  from  the  editorial  chair  of 
the  court  journal,  and  one  Mr.  Appleton  is  to 
be  the  organ-grinder  of  the  partv.    The  cause 
of  this  change  I  leave  others  to  determine. 

I  have  now  before  me  a  pamphlet,  recently 
published  in  Georgia,  styled  "A  new  Southern 
Policy,  or  the  Slave  Trade  as  meaning  Union 
and  Conservatism."  I  can  commend  it  to 
young  Democratic  politicians  as  a  very  able 
and  condensed  view  of  the  subject,  which  they 
will  find  of  some  value,  should  the  stem  de- 
mands of  party  require  them  to  subscribe 
to  this  "  new  Southern  policy."  In  speaking 
of  the  Savannah  Convention,  he  says : — 


**  There  were  Introdueed  Into  the  coBTention  two  kadint 
measures,  tIs.,  the  laying  of  a  state  tariff  oo  northam  jtooda, 
and  tkie  reopening  of  the  slare-trade;  tba  one  to  adTaoea 
our  eommerclal  Interest,  the  other  our  agrfeultoral  Intansii 
and  which,  when  taken  together,  as  thej  wers  doabthM 
intended  to  be,  and  although  thej  hare  aaeh  hem  atfTtrf 
by  presaes  of  donbtfbl  aerTiea  to  tha  Sovth,  an  chM^^^^^ 
iaed  In  tha  private  Judgment  of  poUtldaDa  M  oao  of  lit 
eomplefest  loathern  reaiadiii  ofir  wibMmia  to 
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Now,  sir,  between  this  author  and  myself  I 
there  is,  in  the  language  of  a  good  Baptist  bro- 
ther on  a  memorable  occasion,  "  a  slight  vari- 
ation/' [Great  laughter.]  In  my  judgment, 
the  two  propositions,  when  taken  together, 
constitute  a  plan  the  enforcement  of  which 
would  involve  at  once  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  ruin  of  the  South.  The  writer 
tiien  addresses  himself  to  those  who  are  a  litUe 
SQUcamish  upon  the  sulject,  who,  like  some 
of  our  newspaner  correspondents,  have  trou- 
l  lesome  "  moral  convictions."    He  says : — 

''The  propodtioD  to  rwriv*,  or  mora  proparly  to  nopen, 
the  daT«  trade,  !■  aa  yet  bat  imperfaetly  uodontood,  In  its 
IhtmtioQa  Mid  probable  reeulta,  by  the  people  of  the  Sonth, 
•ad  bat  little  appreeUted  by  theai.  It  baa  been  reoetred  In 
•11  parta  of  the  eonntrr  with  an  nndeflned  aort  of  rapuft- 
iianee,a  aortof  aqneamuhneaa,  which  ia  incident  to  all  aodi 
TtolatioBa  of  moral  prrfodieea,  and  InTarlably  weara  off  on 
IkmlUarf  ty  with  the  aui^t.  The  South  will  oommenee  by 
•ndarlng,  and  end  by  embracing  the  prqleet.** 

This  forcibly  reminds  me  of  some  lines  we 
all  have  read : — 

**  Viee  la  a  monater  of  ao  fHffatfbl  mien, 
Aa  to  be  hated,  needa  hot  to  be  aeen ; 
Yet  aeen  too  oft,  fiuniliar  with  her  Caise, 
We  flrat  endnre^  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

•  ••*  •**• 

LiTTEit  OF  Hoy.  Howell  Cobb,  Sicrbtart  of 
THS  Trbasury,  on  THE  African  Emigrant 

SCHSMI. 

Treasury  Department,  May  22,  1858. 

Sir: — It  appears  from  your  letter  of  20th 
April,  1858,  that  application  has  been  made  to 
yon  by  Messrs.  £.  Lafitte  &  Co.,  merchants  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  "  to  clear  the  American  ship 
Richard  Cobden,  W.  F.  Black,  master,  burthen 
750  31-95  tons,  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the 
pu^p  »^e  of  taking  on  board  African  emigrants, 
in  accordance  with  the  United  States  passen- 
ger laws,  and  returning  with  the  same  to  a 
port  in  the  United  States." 

Yon  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Department  upon 
the  propriety  of  your  granting  or  refusing  the 
application. 

The  question  is  an  important  one,  and  I  have 
delayed  an  answer  to  your  letter  until  I  could 
give  the  snbject  a  proper  examination. 

The  form  in  which  this  application  is  pre- 
sented iuTolves  the  question  m  some  embar- 
rassment. The  object  of  the  applicants  must 
be  either  to  import  Africans,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  slaves,  or  to  be  bound  to  labor  or  service — 
or  else  to  bring  them  into  the  country  like 
other  emigrants,  to  be  entitled,  on  their  arri- 
ral,  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  freedom. 
In  either  of  the  two  first-named  contingencies, 
the  object  would  be  so  dearly  and  manifestly 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt  or  hesitation.  I  deem 
it  proper,  however,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  provisions  of  those  laws,  as  they  indicate 
Terj  clearly  the  jgeneral  policy  of  the  govern- 
meni  on  the  subject  of  AlHcan  importation. 

Prior  to  the  1st  Janaaiy,  I8O9,  the  time 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  when  Congress 
wooid.  be  aoihorised  to  jraofaibit  soofa  impor- 
tation—the Acta  of  2d  March,  1794,  (1347.) 
Md  10th  May,  im,  (STOJ  wen  pMMd! 
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These  laws  indicate  the  strong  opposition  felt 
at  that  time  to  the  African  slave  trade.  The 
subsequent  Act  of  March  2d,  1807,  (2426,)  and 
20th  April,  1818,  (3450,)  as  well  as  the  acta 
of  3d  March,  1819,  (3532,)  and  15th  May. 
1820,  (3600,)  show  not  only  the  promptness 
with  which  the  power  was  exercised  by  Con- 

fress  of  prohibitme  this  trade  to  the  United 
tates,  but  they  also  bear  evidence  of  the 
stem  purptose  of  enforcing  their  provisions  by 
severe  penalties  and  large  expenaitures.  The 
legislation  of  the  slaveholding  states  prior  to 
1808,  exhibits  the  fact  that  the  first  steps 
taken  for  its  suppression  were  inaugurated  by 
them. 

There  is  no  subject  upon  which  the  statute 
books  of  our  country  afford  more  conclusive 
evidence  than  the  general  opposition  every- 
where felt  to  the  continuance  of  the  African 
slave  trade. 

By  reference  to  the  acts  of  1794  and  1800, 
against  the  slave  trade  generally,  it  will  be 
seen  that  their  operation  was  confined  to  slaves 
eo  nomine.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  1794 
provides,  "  That  no  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
(jnited  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  other  per* 
son  coming  into  or  residing  within  the  same, 
shall,  for  himself  or  any  other  person  whatso- 
ever, either  as  master,  factor  or  owner,  build, 
fit,  equip,  load  or  otherwise  prepare  any  ship 
or  vessel,*  within  any  port  or  place  of  the  said 
United  States,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or 
vesAl  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  within 
the  saifie,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any 
trade  or  traffic  in  slaves,  to  any  foreign 
country";  or  'for  the  purpose  of  procuring, 
from  any  foreign  kingaoni,  place  or  country, 
the  ithabitants  of  such  kingdom,  place  or 
country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign 
country,  port  or  place  whatever,  to  be  sold  or 
disposed 'of,  as  slaves:  and  if  any  ship  or  vee- 
sel  shall  he^  fitted  out,  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
said  purposes,  or  shall  be  caused  to  sail,  so  as 
aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle, 
furniture,  apparel  and  other  appurtenances, 
shall  be  forfeited ^to  the  Unitea  States,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  ))e  seized,  prosecuted  and 
condemned  in  any  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  or 
District  Courts  for  the  district  where  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  found  and  seized." 

The  language  of  the  act  of  1800  is  the  same 
in  this  respect.  Both  contemplate  in  general 
terms  the  prevention  of  the  trade  in  slaves. 
When,  however,  in  1807,  and  subsequent  there* 
to,  Congress  undertook  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  the 
language  of  the  law  was  made  more  stringent 
and  comprehensive.  The  first  section  of  the 
act  of  1807  provides:  *' That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ei|;ht,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
import  or  bring  into  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  from  any  foreupi  kingdonst 
place  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  per* 
son  of  color,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell  or  die^ 
pose  of  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  pereon  of  color, 
as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  eerrice  or  labor.''  4 

This  law  seeks  not  only  to  prevent  the  intro* 
d«otioa  into  th^  UaU«l  liMm  ^  ifiomi^  ^ 
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Africa,  but  «dj  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of 
eolor,  whether  intrwiuced  as  slaves,  or  to  be 
held  to  service  or  labor.  Whether  or  not  the 
wisdom  of  our  fathers  foresaw  at  that  early  day 
that  efforts  would  be  made  under  a  pretended 
■pprentioe  system,  to  renew  the  slave  trade 
under  another  name,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
•ay,  but  the  language  of  the  law  which  they 
have  left  to  us  in  the  statute-book,  leaves  no 
doubt  of  the  fact  that  they  intended  to  provide 
in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  against  the 
increase  of  that  class  of  population  by  immi- 
gration from  Africa.  No  one  could  then  have 
contemplated  an  object  for  which  African  emi- 
ffrants  would  be  brought  to  this  country,  which 
u  not  clearly  guarded  against  and  forbidden 
by  the  law  to  which  I  am  now  referring.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  add,  that  subsequont  acts  on 
the  subject  contain  the  same  language.  This 
Tiew  of  the  subject  is  strengthened  by  refer- 
ence to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  28th  Feb- 
ruary 1803,  (2205.)  The  first  section  of  that 
act  is  as  follows :  **  That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  no  master  or  captain 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other  person,  shall 
import,  bring,  or  cause  to  be  imported  or 
brought,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person 
of  color,  not  being  a  native,  a  citizen,  or  regis- 
tered seaman  of  the  United  States,  or  seamen 
natives  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Oood 
Hope,  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
States,  which  port  or  place  shall  be  situated 
in  any  state  which  by  law  has  prohibited,  or 
shall  prohibit,  the  admission  or  importation 
of  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of 
color ;  and  if  any  captain  or  master  aforesaid, 
or  any  other  person,  shall  import,  or  cause  to 
be  imported  or  brought  into  auy  of  the  ports 
or  places  aforesaid,  any  of  the  persons  whose 
admission  or  importati4)n  is  prohibited  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
tliuusand  dollars  for  each  and  every  negro, 
mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color,  aforesaid, 
brought  or  imported  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  one-half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  the  other  half  to 
any  person  or  persons  prosecuting  for  the  pen- 
alty ;  and  in  any  action  instituted  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  penalty  aforesaid,  tlie  person  or 
persons  sued  may  be  held  to  special  bail :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  In- 
dians." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Congress,  by  this  act, 
undertook  to  co-operate  with  those  states  which, 
by  state  legislation,  hod  interposed  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  ne|p>es  into  this  country. 
At  that  time  the  constitutional  prohibition  to 
which  I  have  before  referred,  restrained  Con- 
gress from  the  exercise  of  the  absolute  power 
of  prohibiting  such  importation.  The  states, 
however,  being  under  no  such  restraint,  had, 
in  several  instances,  adopted  measures  of  their 
own  ;  and  the  act  of  1863  shows  the  prompt- 
ness of  the  general  government  in  exercising 
whatever  power  it  poBsessod  in  furtherance  of 
the  ol^eot. 

The  laogiuge  of  this  act  ia  important  in 


another  mw.  It  wSl  be  obeorfed tbnft  itioib- 
jeot  is  to  prevent  the  importation  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  "any  negro,  mulatto,  or  otlMr 
person  of  color,  not  being  a  native,  a  citiun, 
or  registered  seaman  of  the  United  Statei,  or 
seamen  natives  of  countries  beyond  die  Cape 
of  Good  Hope."  It  is  not  confined  to  alavee 
or  negroes  bound  to  labor,  but  contemplates 
the  exclusion,  in  the  broadest  terms,  of  all 
such  persons,  without  regard  to  the  oharacter 
in  which  they  may  be  brought.  It  exoludee 
free  persons,  as  well  as  slaves  and  perNOl 
bound  to  labor  or  service.  The  only  limita* 
tion  in  the  act  is,  that  it  is  confined  to  anch 
persons  as  are  prevented  by  the  laws  of  anv 
of  the  states  from  being  imported  into  nam 
states. 

At  that  time  there  existed  laws  of  some  of 
the  states  not  only  prohibiting  the  introdne- 
tion  of  negro  slaves,  but  also  free  negroes ■ 
Indeed  the  policy  of  the  slaveholdxng  states 
has  always  oeen  opposed  to  the  increase  of  its 
free  negro  population  ;  and  it  is  proper  here  to 
remark  that  at  the  present  time  that  policv  is 
more  earnestly  sustained  in  those  states  tnan 
at  any  previous  period  of  their  history.  After 
this  reference  to  the  laws  on  the  subject,  it  if 
hardly  necessary  to  repeat,  that  if  the  appli- 
cation of  Messrs.  Lafitto  &  Co.  contemplates 
the  introduction  of  negroes  into  the  Unit^ 
States  from  Africa,  either  in  the  character 
of  slaves  or  as  apprentices  bound  to  service  or 
labor,  it  is  clearly  in  violation  of  both  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  tlie  law,  and  cannot  be 
granted. 

The  form  of  the  applicati(m  made  by  Messrs. 
Laiittc  &  Co.  would  seem  to  contemplate  die 
introduction  into  the  United  States  or  nceroes 
from  Africa,  entitled  on  their  arrival  to  au  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  freemen.  The  propo- 
sition u]X)u  its  face  is  so  absurd,  that  it  is 
hardly  worthy  of  serious  refutation.  Messrs. 
Latitto  &  Co.  ask  us  to  believe  that  their  ves- 
sel, fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
is  going  upon  a  voyage  to  Africa  to  bring  to 
some  port  in  the  l/nited  States  a  cargo  of  free 
negroes.  The  port  to  which  the  ve^^sel  expects 
to  return  is  not  indicated.  It  cannot  be 
the  one  from  which  it  sails — nor  any  other 
port  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina — as  the  in- 
troduction of  free  negn>es  into  that  state  is 
wisely  prohibited  by  stringent  laws  and  heavy 
penalties.  It  cannot  bo  the  port  of  any  other 
slavcholding  state,  as  similar  laws  in  each  of 
those  states  alike  forbid  it.  The  reason  for 
such  laws  is  so  manifest,  that  I  do  not  feel  call- 
ed u|X)n  either  to  produce  the  evidence  of  their 
existence,  or  to  justify  the  policy  which  led  to 
their  adoption.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that 
the  public  mind  of  that  section  of  the  Union 
is  not  more  cordially  agreed  upon  any  one  sub- 
ject than  upon  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
prohibiting,  as  far  as  possible,  an  increase  of 
the  free  negro  population,  and  hence  the  laws 
to  which  I  refer,  prohibiting  tlieir  importation 
from  any  place. 

Can  it  be  that  Messrs.  Lafitte  Jb  Co.  prcpose 
to  return  with  their  cargo  of  free  negroes  to  » 
port  in  some  of  the  non-elaveholding  tt^iei  f 
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I  not  aware  of  a  single  state  whert  tneec 
comera  would  receive  a  tolerant,  much 
a  cordial  welcome:  whilst,  by  stringent 
I  and  cocstitntional  provisions,  some  of 
1  have  provided  for  their  unconditional  ex- 
ion. 

raking  beyond  the  legislation  which  has 
;  had  on  the  subject  by  the  general  gov- 
lent  and  both  the  slavcholding  and  thenon- 
sholding  states,  I  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
in this  connection,  to  the  various  repeated 
earnest  efforts  which  have  been  made  in 
y  section  of  the  Union,  to  provide  for  the 
)val  from  our  midst  of  this  most  unfortu- 
class.  However  variant  the  motives  which 
!  induced  the^e  efforts  with  different  per- 
in  different  sections  of  the  country,  tney 
chiblt  an  earnent  desire  to  diminish  rather 
increase  the  free  ne^  population.  This 
ic  opinion,  thus  manifested  in  every  form, 
miliar  to  every  one,  and  it  would  be  doing 
t  injustice  t<>  the  intelligence  of  Messrs. 
te  jb  Co.,  to  suppose  that  they  alone  were 
rant  of  it.  Where,  then,  do  they  propose 
nd  their  cargo  of  free  negroes  ?  What  is 
notive  which  induces  the  enterprise  ?  It 
iot  be  the  profits  of  the  voyage.  There  are 
Ifrican  emigrants  seeking  a  passage  to 
country ;  and  if  there  were,  they  have  no 
IS  of  remunerating  Messrs.  Lafitte  &  Co. 
•ringing  them.  The  motive  cannot  be  mere 
inthropy,  for  it  would  confer  no  benefit 
I  these  negroes  to  bring  them  to  our  shores, 
re,  if  permitted  to  land  at  all,  it  would 
be  to  occupy  our  pest  houses,  hospitals, 
prisons. 

I  l>clieve,  under  the  circumstances,  thai 
3  is  a  bona  fide  purpose  on  the  part  of 
irs.  Lafitte  &  Co.  to  bring  African  emi- 
ts to  this  country  to  enjoy  the  rights  and 
legesof  freemen,  would  require  an  amount 
■edulity  that  would  justly  subject  the  per- 
)0  believing  to  the  charge  of  mental  imbe- 
r.  The  conviction  is  irresistible,  that  the 
;t  of  the  proposed  enterprise  is  to  bring 
>  "African  emigrants''  mto  the  country 
a  view  either  of  making  slaves  of  them, 
F  holding  them  to  service  or  labor.  If 
\  is  an  attempt  to  evade  the  laws  of  the 
try  on  the  subject  of  African  importa- 
to  which  I  have  called  your  attention, 
dinarily,  it  would  be  an  unsafe  rule  for  a 
ic  officer  to  act  upon  the  suspicion  of  a 
oee  on  the  part  of  another  to  violate  the 
of  the  country,  but  in  this  case  it  is  put 
Murly  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  that  1 
c  that  you  not  only  can,  but  that  you  are 
ity  bound  to  act  upon  the  presumption, 
it  is  the  intention  oi  Messrs.  Lafitte  k  Co. 
rade  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
ihould  accordingly  refuse  their  vessel  the 
anco  asked  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

HowiLL  Cobb, 
Secretary  of  th€f  Treasury. 
M.  F.  CoLCocK,  Esq., 
Collector  of  the  Castoms, 

CharlestOD,  S.  C. 


float ttem  ConTentioas  in  1850. 

Resolves  of. 

The  Nashville  Convention,  which  met  June 
10, 1850,  adopted  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  belong  to  the  people  of  the 
several  states  of  this  Union  as  their  common 
property;  that  the  citizens  of  the  several 
states  have  equal  rights  to  migrate  vnth  their 
property  to  these  territories,  and  are  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  federal  go 
vemment  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property 
so  long  as  the  territories  remain  under  the 
charge  of  that  government. 

2.  Kesolved,  That  Con^;ross  has  no  power 
to  exclude  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  any  property  lawfully  held  in  the  states 
of  the  Union,  and  any  acts  which  may  be 
pasMsed  by  Congress  to  effect  this  result  is  a 

glain  viomtiun  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates.  , 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  provide  ^vernments  for  Uie  territories, 
since  the  spirit  of  American  institutions  for- 
bids the  maintenance  of  military  governments 
in  time  of  peace;  and  as  all  laws  heretofore 
existing  in  territories  once  belonging  to  foreign 
powers  which  interfere  with  the  ndl  enjoy- 
ment of  religion,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the 
trial  by  jury,  and  all  other  rights  of  persons 
and  property  as  secured  or  rocognisea  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  neces- 
sarily void  so  soon  as  such  territories  become 
American  territories,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  fede- 
ral government  to  make  earl^  nrovision  for  the 
enactment  of  those  laws  whicn  may  be  expe- 
dient and  necessary  to  secure  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  and  emigrants  to  such  territories  the 
full  benefit  of  the  constitutional  rights  we 
assert. 

4.  Resolved,  That  to  protect  property  exist- 
ing in  the  several  states  of  the  Union,  ttie  peo- 
ple of  these  states  invested  the  federal  govern- 
ment with  the  powers  of  ^-ar  and  negotiation, 
and  of  sustaining  armies  and  navies,  and  pro- 
hibited to  state  authorities  the  exercise  of  the 
same  powers.  They  mode  no  discrimination 
in  the  protection  to  be  afforded  or  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  property  to  be  defended,  nor  was  it 
allowed  to  the  federal  government  to  deter- 
mine what  should  be  held  as  property.  What- 
ever the  states  deal  with  as  property  the  fede- 
ral government  is  bound  to  recognise  and 
defend  as  such.  Therefore  it  is  the  sense  of 
this  convention  that  all  acts  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment which  tend  to  denationalize  property 
of  any  description  recognised  in  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  states,  or  that  discrimi- 
nate in  the  degree  and  efficiency  of  the  protec- 
tion to  be  afforded  to  it,  or  which  weaken  or 
destroy  the  title  of  any  citizen  upon  American 
territories,  are  plain  and  palpable  violations 
of  the  fundamental  law  under  which  it  exists. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  slaveholding  states 
cannot  and  will  not  submit  to  the  enactment 
by  Congress  of  any  law  imposing  onerous  eon* 
ditions  or  restraints  upon  toe  ri^ts  of  uiaiUw 
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to  remove  with  their  property  into  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  law 
making  discriminations  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  other  property  against  them. 

6.  Resolved,  Tnat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  fed- 
eral government  plainly  to  recognise  and 
firmly  to  maintain  the  equal  rights  of  the  oiti- 
lens  of  the  several  states  in  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  repudiate  the  power 
to  make  a  discrimination  uetween  the  pro- 
prietors of  different  species  of  property  in  the 
roderal  legislation.  Ttie  fulfilment  of  tnis  duty 
by  the  feder^  government  would  greatly  tend 
to  restore  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  to  allay 
the  exasperation  and  excitement  which  now 
exists  between  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union.  For  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this 
Convention  Uiat  the  tolerance  Congress  has 
given  to  the  notion  that  federal  authority 
might  be  employed  incidentally  and  indirectly 
to  subvert  or  weaken  the  institution  exist- 
ing in  the  states  confos^ly  beyond  federal 
jurisdiction  and  control,  is  a  main  cause  of 
uie  discord  wliich  menaces  the  existence  of 
the  Union,  and  which  has  well  nigh  destroyed 
the  efficient  action  of  tlie  federal  government 
itself. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  performance  of  this 
duty  is  required  by  the  lundamental  law  of 
the  Union.  The  equality  of  the  people  of  the 
several  states  composing  the  Union  cannot  be 
disturbed  without  disturbing  the  frame  of  the 
American  institutions.  This  principle  is  vio- 
lated in  the  denial  to  the  citizens  of  the  slave- 
holding  stotes  of  power  to  enter  into  the 
territories  with  the  property  lawfully  acquired 
in  the  states.  The  warfare  against  this  right 
is  a  war  upon  the  Constitution.  The  defenders 
of  this  riAt  arc  defenders  of  the  Constitution. 
Those  who  deny  or  impair  its  exercise,  are 
unfaithful  to  tlie  Constitution,  and  if  disunion 
fullows  the  destruction  of  the  right,  they  arc 
the  disunioniHts. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  performance  of  its 
duties,  upon  the  principle  wc  dechire,  would 
enable  Congress  to  remove  the  embarrass- 
ments in  which  the  country  is  now  involved. 
The  vacant  territories  of  the  United  States,  no 
longer  regarded  as  prizes  for  sectional  rapacity 
and  ambRion,  would  be  gradually  occupied  by 
inhabitants  drawn  to  them  by  their  interests 
and  feelings.  The  institutions  fitted  to  them 
would  be  naturally  a])plied  by  governments 
formed  on  American  ideas,  and  approved  by 
the  deliberate  choice  of  their  constituents. 
The  community  would  be  educated  and  di^*- 
oiplined  under  a  republican  administration  in 
habits  of  self-government,  and  fitted  for  an 
association  as  a  state,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  place  in  tlie  confederacy.  A  community  so 
formed  and  organized  might  well  claim  admis- 
sion to  the  Union,  and  none  would  dispute  the 
validity  of  the  claim. 

9.  Resolved,  That  a  recognition  of  this  prin- 
ciple would  deprive  the  questions  between 
Texas  and  the  United  States  of  their  sectional 
oharaotor,  and  would  leave  them  fur  adjustment 
wiUioui  ^torbano^  from  sectional  prejudices 


and  passions,  open  consideralioiiB  of  magna- 
nimity and  justice. 

10.  Resolved,  That  a  recognition  of  thii 
principle  would  infuse  a  spirit  of  coneiliatioii 
in  the  discussion  and  adjustment  of  all  the 
subjects  of  sectional  dispute,  which  woold 
afford  a  guarantee  of  an  early  and  satisfactor j 
determination. 

11.  Resolved,  That  in  the  event  a  dominant 
majority  shall  refuse  to  recognise  the  great 
constitutional  riehts  we  assert,  and  shallcon- 
tinue  to  deny  the  obligations  of  the  federal 
government  to  maintain  them,  it  is  the  sense 
of  this  convention  that  the  territories  should 
be  treated  as  propert]^,  and  divided  between 
the  sections  of  the  Union,  so  that  the  TiKhts  of 
both  sections  be  adequately  secured  in  their  re- 
spective shares.  Tb at  we  are  aware  this  couTse 
is  open  to  grave  objections,  but  we  are  roBdr 
to  acquiesce  in  the  adoption  of  the  line  of  3(r 
3(K  north  latitude,  extending  to  the  Paisfie 
ocean,  as  an  extreme  concession,  upon  con- 
siderations of  what  is  due  to  the  stability  of 
our  institutions. 

12.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention  that  this  controversy  should  be 
ended,  either  by  a  recognition  of  the  oonstitu- 
tional  rights  of^he  Southern  people,  or  br  an 
equitable  partition  of  the  territories.  Thai 
the  spectacle  of  a  confederacy  of  states,  in- 
volvea  in  quarrels  over  the  fruite  of  a  war  in 
which  the  American  arms  were  crowned  with 
glory,  is  humiliating.  That  the  incorporation 
of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  in  the  offer  of  settlfr* 
ment — a  proposition  which  fourteen  states  re- 
gard as  disparaging  and  dishonorable — is  d^ 
grading  to  the  country.  A  termination  to  this 
controversy  by  the  (lisruption  of  the  con- 
federacy or  by  the  abandonment  of  the  terri- 
tories to  prevent  such  a  result,  would  be  a 
climax  to  the  shame  which  attaches  to  the 
controversy  which  it  is  the  paramount  duty 
of  Congress  to  avoid. 

13.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  not 
conclude  that  Congress  will  adjourn  without 
making  an  adjustment  of  this  controversy; 
and  in  the  condition  in  which  the  Convention 
finds  the  questions  before  Congress,  it  does  not 
feel  at  li))erty  to  discuss  the  methods  suitable 
for  a  resistance  to  measures  not  yet  adopted. 
which  might  involve  a  dishonor  to  the  South- 
ern states. 

The  Nashville  Convention  reassembled  in 
November,  18o0,  and  adopted  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  : — 

We,  the  delegates  assembled  from  a  portion 
of  the  states  of  this  confedenicy,  make  this 
exposition  of  the  causes  wliich  have  brought 
us  together,  and  of  the  rights  which  the  states 
wc  renrcsont  are  entitled  to  under  the  com- 
pact ot  Union. 

"We  have  amongst  us  two  races,  marked  by 
such  distinctions  of  C(»l<^r  and  physical  and 
moral  qualities  as  for  ever  forbid  their  living 
together  uu  terms  of  social  and  political  cquaE 
ity. 

The  black  race  have  been  slaves  from  the 
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curliest  settloment  of  our  oountry,  and  oar 
lations  of  master  and  slave  have  grown  up 
from  tliat  time.  A  change  in  those  relations 
must  end  in  convulsion,  and  the  entire  ruin 
of  one  or  of  both  races. 

When  the  Constitution  was  adopted  this  re- 
lation of  master  and  slave,  as  it  exists,  was 
expressly  recognised  and  guarded  in  that  in- 
strument. It  was  a  great  and  vital  interest, 
involving  our  very  existence  as  a  separate  peo- 
ple then  as  well  as  now. 

The  states  of  this  confederacy  acceded  to 
that  compact,  each  one  for  itself,  and  ratified 
it  as  states. 

^  If  the  non-slaveholding  states,  who  are  par- 
ties to  that  compact,  disregard  its  provisions 
and  endanger  our  peace  and  existence  by 
imited  and  deliberate  action,  we  have  a  right, 
as  states,  there  being  no  common  arbiter,  to 
•eoede. 

The  object  of  those  who  are  urging  on  the 
federal  government  in  its  aggressive  policy 
upon  our  domestic  institutions  is,  beyond  all 
doubt,  finally  to  overthrow  them,  and  abolisli 
the  existing  relation  between  the  master  and 
slave.  We  feel  authorized  to  assert  this  from 
their  own  declarations,  and  from  the  history  of 
events  in  this  country  for  the  last  few  years. 

To  abolish  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia — to  regulate  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  slaves  between  the  states — to  ex- 
clude slaveholders  with  their  propertv  from 
the  territories — to  admit  California  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  we  hold  to  be  all 
parts  of  the  same  svstem  of  measures,  and 
subordinate  the  end  they  havd  in  view,  which 
b  openly  avowed  to  be,  the  total  overthrow  of 
the  msUtution. 

We  make  no  aggressive  move.  We  stand 
upon  the  defensive.  We  invoke  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  and  claim  its  guarantees. 
Our  rights— our  independence— the  peace  and 
existence  of  our  families,  depend  upon  the 
issue. 

The  federal  government  has  within  a  few 
years  acquired,  by  treatv  and  bv  triumphant 
war,  vast  territories.  This  has  \)een  done  by 
the  counsels  and  the  arms  of  all,  and  the 
benefits  and  rights  belong  alike  and  equally  to 
all  the  states.  The  federal  government  is  but 
the  common  aj^ent  of  the  states  united,  and 
represents  their  conjoined  sovereignty  over 
suDJect-matter  granted  and  defined  in  the  com- 
pact. 

The  authority  it  exercises  over  all  acquired 
territory  must  m  good  faith  be  exercised  for 
the  equal  benefit  of  all  th^  parties.  To  pro- 
hibit our  citizens  from  settling  there  with  the 
most  valuable  part  of  our  property  is  not  only 
degrading  to  us  as  eq^uaJs,  out  violates  our 
highest  constitutional  rights. 

Kestrictions  and  prohibitions  against  the 
•laveholding  states,  it  would  appear,  are  to 
be  the  fixed  and  settled  policy  or  the  govem- 
inent ;  and  those  states  uiat  are  hereafter  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union  from  their 
cxtenaive  territories  will  but  oonfirm  and  in- 
•rease  the  power  of  the  nujoritj;  and  he 


knows  little  of  histoTT  who  cannot  read  <mr> 
destiny  in  the  future  it  we  &il  to  do  our  doty 
now  as  free  people. 

We  have  been  harassed  and  insulted  by 
those  who  ought  to  have  been  our  brethren, 
in  their  constant  agitation  of  a  subject  vital 
to  us  and  the  peace  of  our  families.  Wa 
have  been  outraged  by  their  g^ross  misrepre- 
sentations of  our  moral  and  social  habits,  and 
by  the  manner  in  which  they  have  denounced 
us  before  the  world.  We  have  had  our  pro> 
pertj  enticed  off,  and  the  means  of  reooyerj 
denied  us  by  our  co-states  in  the  territories  of 
the  Union,  which  we  were  entitled  to  as  pdli> 
tical  equals  under  the  Constitution.  Our 
peace  has  been  endangered  by  incendiary  ap> 
peals.  The  Union,  instead  of  being  consider* 
ed  a  fraternal  bond,  has  been  used  as  the 
means  of  striking  at  our  vital  interests. 

The  admission  of  California,  under  the  dp- 
cumstances  of  the  case,  confirms  an  unau- 
thorized and  revolutionary  seizure  of  publio 
domain,  and  the  exclusion  of  near  h^f  the 
states  of  the  confederacy  from  equal  ri^ts 
therein — destroys  the  line  of  thirty-six  degrees 
thirty  minutes,  which  was  originally  acqui- 
esced in  as  a  matter  of  compromise  and  peace, 
and  appropriates  to  the  northern  states  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  square  milet 
below  that  line,  and  is  so  nross  and  palpable 
a  violation  of  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equality  as  to  shake  our  confidenoe  in  any 
security  to  be  ^ven  by  that  majority  who  are 
now  clothed  with  power  to  govern  the  future 
destiny  of  the  coniederacy. 

The  recent  purchase  of  territory  by  Con- 
fess from  Texas,  as  low  down  as  thirty-two 
degrees  on  the  Kio  Grande,  also  indicates  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  slaveholding  states  are 
fixed  and  our  doom  prescribed  so  far  as  it  de- 
pends upon  the  will  of  a  dominant  majority, 
and  nothing  now  can  save  us  from  a  degraded 
destiny  but  the  spirit  of  freemen  who  know 
their  rights  and  are  resolved  to  maintain 
them,  be  the  consequences  what  they  may. 

We  have  no  powers  that  are  binding  upon 
the  states  wo  represent.  But,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce system  and  concerted  action,  we  reoonn 
mend  the  following  resolutions,  vis.: — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  ever  cherished,  and 
do  now  cherish,  a  cordial  attachment  to  the 
constitutional  union  of  the  states,  and  that  to 
preserve  and  perpetuate  that  Union  unim- 
paired, this  Convendon  originated  and  has 
now  reassembled. 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  the  states  is  a 
union  of  eaual  and  independent  sovereignties, 
and  that  the  powers  delegated  to  the  federal 
government  can  be  resumed  by  the  several 
states,  whenever  it  may  seem  to  them  proper 
and  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  evils  anticipated  by 
the  South,  and  which  occasioned  this  Ocmysn- 
tion  to  assemble,  have  been  realised  by  tiie 
failure  to  extend  the  Missouri  line  of  eompro- 
mise  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  by  the  admissioii 
of  California  as  a  state ;  by  the  organiiatoi 
of  territorial  goyemments  ror  Utsli  end  ISfmi 
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Mexico,  without  givine  adequate  protection 
to  the  property  of  the  S)uth ;  by  the  diBmem- 
berment  of  Texas;  by  the  al>olition  of  the 
slave  trade  and  the  emuncipatlon  of  slaves 
carried  into  the  District  of  Columbia  for  sale. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to 
all  parties  in  the  slavoholding  states  to  refuse 
to  go  into  or  countenance  any  national  con- 
vention, whose  object  may  be  to  nominate 
candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice-Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States,  under  any  party 
denomination  whatever,  until  our  constitu- 
tional rights  are  secured. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  these  aggressions, 
and  of  those  threatened  and  impending,  we 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  slavehoTding 
states  to  meet  in  a  congress  or  convention,  to 
be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  states 
desiring  to  be  representea  may  designate,  to 
be  composed  of  uouble  the  number  of  their 
senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  intrusted  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  deliberate  and  act 
with  the  view  and  intention  of  arresting 
further  aggression,  and,  if  possible,  of  re- 
storing the  constitutional  riehts  of  the  South, 
and,  if  not,  to  provide  for  weir  future  safety 
and  independence. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  Con- 
vention be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  the 
foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  eiv 
Temors  of  each  of  the  slaveholding  states  of  tnc 
Union,  to  bo  laid  before  their  respective  legis- 
latures at  their  earliest  assembling.* 

The  following  are  the  Tennessee  Rcsolu. 
tions,  prepared  by  Ex-Gov.  A.  V.  Bn>wn  of 
Tenn.,  and  submitted  by  Gen.  Pillow  as  a 
substitute  for  those  miopted  by  the  Nashville 
Convention,  at  the  November  session,  and  re- 
ported by  it : — 

Whereas,  Since  the  ar^journment  of  this 
convention,  in  June  last,  bills  have  been  passed 
into  laws  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stat<.»8 
for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union 
as  a  state,  for  the  settlement  and  adjustment 
of  the  boundaries  of  Texas,  and  for  orpinizing 
territorial  governments  for  Utah  and  New 
Mexico :  also  bills  abolishing  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  reco- 
very of  fupjitives  fmm  labor ;  with  the  view  of 
making  known  our  opinions  on  those  bills, 
and  the  steps  t4)  be  taken  by  the  South  u}>on 
them ;  therefore — 

1.  Rcsolveil,  That  although  said  bills  fall 
short  of  that  measure  of  justice  to  which  the  _ 
South,  in  our  opinion,  is  fairly  entitled,  yot  as  I 
the  same  have  tjecome  the  laws  of  the  hind,  | 
and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  highest  i)roi>f  .1 
of  our  attachment  and  devotion  to  the  L-nion, 
this  convention  hereby  declares  its  willingness 

*  TIm  (If^loirateA  from  i4z  nUteii.  tIi.,  Alabaina,  FlnrMa.  ■ 
OiMir^in,  MiHrtltwippi,  South  Carol ioa,  and  Vlri^inlm,  vute<i  In 
the  afllrniatlro,  and  thone  ftmm  Tonnrwiee  in  th»*  ncirativH. 
Th#  number  of  delegntM  wfre  from  Virginia  1 ;  (Ii«irjrln  11 ; 
Alabama:  Florida  4;  Mianinippi  8;  South  Garolina  16; 
ftemciifiM  14. 


to  abide  bv  them  with  that  fidelity  whieli  hM 
distinguisned  the  South  on  all  rarmer  oeo*-' 
sions. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  deteiminatioii  to 
abide  by  the  late  legislation  of  Congress  afor^ 
said,  is  predicated  on  the  express  condition 
that  the  North  shall  faidifully  carry  it  out  on 
her  ^art,  according  to  the  spirit  and  tma 
meaning  of  the  same. 

3.  Reived,  That  this  convention  does  dis- 
tinctly understand  that  according  to  the  spirit 
and  true  meaning  of  said  legislation,  it  em- 
braces all  the  action  which  the  North  pro- 
poses to  take  in  relation  to  slavery,  and  that 
in  addition  to  the  subjects  expressly  provided 
for  in  said  bills,  no  attempt  vnll  hereafter  be 
made  by  the  northern  })eople  to  deprive  the 
South  of  the  representation  secured  to  her  in 
the  Constitution,  or  to  abolish,  directly  or  in- 
directly, slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbi* 
or  in  the  states,  nor  to  prevent  the  trausporti^ 
tion  of  slaves  from  one  slaveholding  state  to 
another  by  their  lawful  owners,  nor  to  prevent 
the  admission  of  any  now  state  on  account  of 
the  toleration  of  slavery  in  its  constitution. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  sacrificee 
to  which  the  southern  states  have  heretofore 
submitted,  and  to  which  they  are  further  sub- 
jected by  agreeing  to  abide  oy  the  bills  lately 
passed  by  Congress,  they  have  a  H^t  to  de- 
mand, and  do  demand,  that  all  agitations  and 
aggressiims  on  the  part  of  the  North,  upon 
tlie  sui)jeetof  slavery,  shall  instantly  cease ; 
and  that  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  suive  bill, 
or  any  alteration  of  it  which  may  render  it 
less  pJiTectual  in  'its  objects,  must  of  necessity 
render  all  further  association  as  friends  an^ 
brethren  utterly  imjjossihle. 

5.  Resolved,^! hat  if  the  people  of  the  north- 
ern stAtes,  by  voluntary  associations  or  other- 
wise, shall  continue  to  obstruct  and  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  thereby 
depriving  southern  citizens  of  their  property, 
and  giving  encouragement  to  other  slaves  to 
escape  from  service;  or  if  they  shall  commence 
a  system  of  a;ijitation,  with  the  view  and  ob- 
vious ]»uriH>se  of  alK>lishing  slavery  in  the 
District  »>t  Columbia,  or  in  tlie  states;  or  of 
(l(>j)riving  the  South  of  the  representation  of 
throe-fifths  of  her  slaves,  to  which  she  is  now 
entitled  under  the  Constitution ;  or  of  pro- 
hibitiiii:  th(^  transjM^rtation  of  slaves  from  one 
slave  state  to  another ;  or  of  excluding  fn)m 
the  Union  any  new  state  on  account  of  the 
ti^lonition  of  slavery  in  its  cimstitution ;  then 
this  conv»>ntion  earnestly  recommends  to  the 
people  of  the  Sourh  to  resort  U)  the  mo«t  rigid 
svstom  of  comijieroial  non-intercourse  with  all 
such  states,  communities,  and  cities,  as  shall 
bo  found  so  (itTending  against  their  constitu- 
ti«)nal  rifihts.  For  this  pur]H)se,  we  earnestly 
invite  the  logisluture  of  every  southern  state 
to  unite  with  us  in  this  recommendation,  and 
that  in  every  state,  and  county,  and  town«  and 
neighl^orhooJ,  resolutions  may  be  adopted  not 
to  purchase  or  use,  as  far  as  practicatde,  any 
article  whatever  known  to  have  been  produced 
or  manufactured  in  any  such  state^  oununa 
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Aitj,  or  oity,  or  to  have  been  imported  into  the 
same  for  sale.  In  farther  aid  of  this  olnect» 
we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  sonthem 
states,  and  their  people,  to  encourage,  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power,  their  own  mechanics 
and  manufacturers  of  every  description;  to 
push  forward  all  their  railr^Euls  and  other  in- 
ternal improvements  connecdn^  them  with 
their  best  exporting  and  importmg  cities  on 
the  Qulf  and  on  the  Atlantic.  We  make  these 
recommendations  in  no  spirit  of  revenge,  but 
as  a  just  and  necessary  means  of  self-defence, 
«o  be  persisted  in  only  until  the  rights  secured 
to  OS  oy  the  Constitution  shall  be  respected. 

6.  Resolved,  That  if,  contrary  to  our  under- 
standing of  the  seveial  bills  aforesaid,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  at  any 
time  repeal  or  so  alter  or  amend  the  fugitive 
slave  law  as  to  render  it  less  efficacious  than 
it  now  is,  or  if  it  shall  pass  any  bill  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  abolish 
it  direetlv  or  indirectly  in  the  states,  or  if  the 
present  basis  of  slave  representation,  as  se- 
cured in  the  Constitution,  be  obliterated,  or 
if  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  slave- 
holding  state  to  another  be  prohibited,  or  if 
slavery  in  our  present  territories  shall  be  pro- 
hibited— ^in  either  of  these  events,  this  conven- 
tion earnestly  recommends  that  the  legislature 
of  each  southern  state  be  forthwith  convened, 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  convention  in  each 
state,  and  that  delegates,  to  be  a^jpointed  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  determined  on  by 
said  conventions,  may  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  agreed  on,  vrith  full  power 
and  authority  to  do  anything  and  everything 
which  the  peace,  safety,  and  honor  of  the 
South  may  demand. 

The  GEoftoiA  State  Convention. 

This  body  met  in  pursuance  of  a  call  from 
the  governor.  We  insert  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  committee,  with  the  resolutions 
that  were  adopted  by  a  vote  of  237  to  19. 

REPORT. 

•         «•*«* 

The  practical  questions  presented  for  con- 
sideration are  these:  May  Georgia,  consist- 
ently with  her  honor,  abide  by  the  general 
scheme  of  pacification?  If  she  may,  then 
does  her  interest  lie  in  adherence  to  it,  or  in 
resistance  ?  A  brief  reference  to  a  few  facts 
of  recent  occurrence  will  furnish  an  affirma- 
tive answer  to  the  first  and  most  interesting 
inquiry.  The  people  of  Georgia  were  fully 
apprised  that  these  ereat  issues  were  pending 
beiore  the  national  legislature.  Their  Gene- 
ral Assembly  being  in  session,  and  assuming 
to  represent  their  opinions,  took  them  into 
oonsiaeration,  and  gave  a  distinct  expression 
of  their  own  views,  and  virtually  required  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  conformity 
to  those  views.  Numerous  primary  assemblies 
of  the  people  passed  upon  the  same  questions, 
•till  in  advance  of  the  action  of  Congress,  and 
irhilst  in  many  of  these  the  zeqmsitbnB  of 


the  General  Assembly  were  qualified,  in  nons, 
it  is  believed,  were  they  enlarged.  Thes9 
movements  belong  to  the  history  of  the  con-, 
troversy,  and  were  intended  to  exert  an  influ' 
ence  at  the  capitol.  Whether  attributable  in 
any  degree  to  that  influence  or  not,  the  result 
has  been  strict  conformity  to  the  line  of  policy 
thus  indicated,  save  in  one  instance.  That 
one  is  the  admission  of  California  into  the 
Union.  Upon  the  expediency  of  this  mea- 
sure, separately  considered,  the  people  of 
Georgia  are  in  some  measure  divided  in 
opinion ;  upon  the  graver  question  of  its  con- 
stitutionality, still  more  so.  Surely,  then, 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  other  party  to 
the  controversy,  who  have  so  lorg^y  con- 
formed to  our  views,  and  a  proper  allowanoe 
for  disagreement  among  ourselves  on  the  latter 
branch  of  this  question,  will  enable  even  those 
vrho  hold  the  act  inexpedient  and  unoonstita- 
tionai  to  abide  by  it  honorably  and  gracefnUT. 

The  proposition  that,  weighed  in  the  scale 
of  interest,  the  preponderance  is  vastly  on  the 
side  of  non-resistance,  is  too  plain  for  argu- 
ment. This  act  being  in  its  nature  unsus- 
ceptible of  repeal,  the  only  competent  measure 
of  resistance  is  secession.  Tnis  would  not 
repair  the  loss  sustained,  viz.,  deprivation  of 
the  right  to  introduce  slavery  into  California. 
But  it  would  subject  Georgia,  first,  to  the  ad- 
ditional loss  of  all  she  has  gained  by  the 
scheme  of  adjustment,  e.  g.  the  provision 
made  for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves: 
and  secondly,  it  would  annihilate  for  ever  all 
the  advantages,  foreign  and  domestic,  deriva- 
ble from  her  adherence  to  the  confederacy. 
It  may  not  be  overlooked  that,  aside  from  the 
new  issues  presented  by  the  late  territorial 
acquisitions,  the  position  of  the  South  upon 
the  Congressional  record  is  better  this  day 
than  ever  before. 

Georgia,  then,  will  abide  by  the  recent 

action  of  Confess,  hereinbefore  referred  to^ 

in  hopeful  rehance  that  the  people  of  the  non- 

slaveholding  states  will  yiela  acquiescence  in 

and  faithful  adherence  to  that  entire  action. 

To  this  course  she  is  impelled  by  an  earnest 

desire  to  perpetuate  the  American  Union,  and 

to  restore  that  peace  and  harmony  upon  which 

its  value  to  herself,  to  her  confederates,  and  to 

mankind  essentially  depends. 

*  »  »  « 

One  other  subject  challenges  our  special 
notice.  It  is  the  threatened  repeal  of  the 
recent  act  for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive 
slaves.  That  statute  was  demanded  as  an  un- 
questionable constitutional  right,  and  as  a 
remedy  for  a  grievous  and  growing  evil,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  surrendered.  History 
bears  testimony  to  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject. It  mingled  in  the  earliest  discussions 
upon  the  formation  of  the  American  Union. 
It  commanded  the  profound  deliberatbn  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  who  assigned 
it  a  prominent  place  in  that  instrument. 
They  ordained  that  *'  no  person  held  to  ser- 
vice or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  eon- 
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■eqnence  of  any  law  or  reflation  th6reix^ 
be  disohareed  from  suob  seryice  or  labor,  but 
■hall  be  deUrered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to 
whom  Boch  service  or  labor  may  be  dae."  It 
18  nniyersally  conceded  that  this  provision  was 
inserted  to  meet  the  case  of  fugitive  slaves,  and 
that  without  it  the  slaveholdmg  states  would 
not  have  entered  into  the  Union.  No  candid 
reasoner  will  controvert  the  proposition  that 
it  is  binding  alike  upon  the  states  as  sove- 
reiens ;  upon  their  officers,  executive,  judicial, 
aaa  ministerial ;  upon  voluntary  associations 
of  persons,  and  upon  each  individual  citizen 
of  uie  United  States.  Hence,  any  obstruction 
to  the  recovery  of  fugitive  ^aves,  emanating 
from  any  one  of  those  sources,  involves  its  in- 
fraction. 

•  «  •  •  • 

The  act  of  1793,  passed  in  good  faith,  has 
long  ceased  to  bo  effectual.  The  South,  pa- 
tient under  this  grievous  wrong,  and  still 
with  deferred  hope  clinging  to  the  Union,  was 
content  to  demand  such  additional  legislation 
as  would  devolve  upon  federal  officers  and 
agents,  responsible  to  federal  authorities,  the 
enforcement  of  her  right.  The  present  Con- 
gress has  responded  to  this  demand  in  a  tardv 
but  full  measure  of  justice.  At  length,  all 
of  practical  detail  and  of  jpenal  sanction 
necessary  to  the  execution  ot  constitutional 
law,  is  to  be  found  in  the  statute-book.  Now 
is  the  grand  test  to  be  applied,  whether  or  not, 
in  this  age  of  advanced  civilization,  and  in 
this  boasted  model  republic,  law  is  potent  for 
the  protection  of  right,  clearly  denned,  and 
solemnly  guarantied  by  a  written  constitution. 

If  not,  the  experiment  has  failed. 

«  «  «  «  * 

RESOLUTIONS. 

To  the  end  that  the  position  of  this  state 
may  be  clearly  apprehended  by  her  confede- 
rates of  the  South  and  of  the  North,  and  that 
she  may  be  blameloHs  of  all  future  conse- 
quences— 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  people  of  Georgia  in 
connexion  assembled,  First.  That  we  hold  the 
American  Union  secondary  in  inijH»rtance 
only  to  the  rights  and  principles  it  wum  de- 
signed to  perpetuate.  That  past  associations, 
present  fruition,  and  future  prospect*!,  will 
bind  us  to  it  so  long  as  it  continues  to  be  the 
safeguard  of  those  rights  and  principles. 

Secondly.  That  if  the  thirteen  original 
parties  to  the  contract,  bonlering  the  Atlantic 
m  a  narrow  belt,  while  tlieir  separate  interests 
were  in  embryo,  their  peculiar  tendencien 
scarcely  developed,  their  revolutionary  trials 
and  triumphs  still  green  in  memory,  found 
Union  impossible  without  compromise,  the 
thirty-one  of  this  day  may  well  yield  some- 
what, in  the  conflict  of  opinion  and  policy,  to 
preserve  that  Union  which  has  extended*  the 
sway  of  republican  government  over  a  vast 
wiloemess  to  another  ocean,  and  pro]N>r- 
tionally  advanced  their  civilization  and  na- 
tional greatness. 

Thiraly.  That  in  this  spirit  the  state  of 


Georgia  has  •maturely  oonridend  the  MlioM- 
of  Congress,  embracins  a  series  of  meMures. 
for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Unioiv 
the  organization  of  territorial  gOTemments  lor 
Utah  and  New  Mexico,  the  establishmeat  c^  * 
boundary  between  the  latter  and  the  state -of 
Texas,  tne  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  ia 
the  District  ot  Columbia,  and  the  eztraditioB 
!  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  (connected  with  them) 
the  rejection  of  propositions  to  exclude  alaTei^ 
from  the  Mexican  territories,  and  to  abolish  i% 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  whilst  she 
does  not  wholly  approve,  will  abide  by  it  as  a 
permanent  adjustment  of  this  sectional  cm* 
troversy. 

Fourthly.  That  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  convention,  will  and  ou^l 
to  resist,  even  [as  a  last  resort)  to  a  disraptioii 
of  every  tie  which  binds  her  to  the  Union,  any 
future  act  of  Congress  abolishing  slaverj  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consenfe 
and  petition  of  the  slaveholders  thereof,  or 
any  act  abolishing  slavery  in  places  within 
the  slaveholding  states,  purchased  by  tlie 
United  States  for  the  erection  of  forts,  mac»> 
zines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  navy-yards,  and 
other  like  purposes ;  or  in  any  act  suppreBS^ 
ing  tlie  slave  trade  between  slaveholding 
states ;  or  in  any  refusal  to  admit  aa  a  state 
any  territory  hereafter  applying,  because  of 
the  existence  of  slavery  therein;  or  in  anj 
act  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  territories  of  Utah  and  New  Bleiico ;  or 
in  any  act  repealing  or  materially  modifying 
the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  lagi- 
tive  slaves. 

Fifthly.  That  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  this  Convention  that  upon  the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  the  fugitive  slave  bill  by  the  prciper 
authorities  depends  the  preservation  of  our 
much  loved  Union. 


South. 

Position  or,  as  shown  by  Extracts  thom 
Speeches  of  {Southern  Members  or  Con- 
gress. 

In  the  IIouso,  Dec.  13,  [App.  to  Congress. 
Globe,  page  47],  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama, 
said: — 

"  After  all,  it  is  not  the  Union — the  Union 
alone,  upon  which  the  reflecting  man  of  this 
country  bnftes  hin  hopes  and  rests  his  affec- 
tions. AVith  him  the  Union  is  secondary  in 
importance  to  the  principles  it  was  designed 
to  perpetuate  and  establish." 

In  the  House,  Dec.  22,  [App.  to  Congrem. 
Globe,  page  48],  Mr.  Bennett  of  Mississippi, 
said: — 

"Sir,  it  was  in  1851  that  this  aggressive 
spirit  on  the  part  of  the  North  caused  the  peo- 
ple of  my  state  to  meet  in  convention  ;  and  in 
that  convention  the  Union  party  of  the  state 
declared  that  there  were  aggressions  bv  the 
North  that  would  amount  to  intolerabfe  op- 
pression, and  would  eventually  sever  the  ties 
that  bind  us  together,  and  dissolve  the  Union ; 
and  that,  contemplating  the  possible  repeal  of 
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the  fbs^A  bin,  a  modifloation  of  Oie  n^ 
refbearto  execate  its  proririons,  the  abolitioii  of 
ilaTery  in  the  Distriot  of  Columbia,  or  the  re- 
ftunl  to  admit  a  new  state  into  Uie  Union  be- 
ea«Be  of  its  haying  a  pro-slayeTy  oonstitation — 
in  the  efforts  to  mMt  uiese  evils  the  Union  of  the 
stat«e  must  be  considered  the  seoondair  politi- 
oal  sood.  Upon  this  platform,  which  I  thoaeht, 
hk  18S1,  yielded  np  everything  that  coula  be 
^kirij  demanded,  I  hope  now  to  be  permitted 
to  stand ;  and  I  warn  the  Republican  party  in 
this  House,  that  they  come  here  elected  to  do 
now  the  very  things  which  the  Union  party,  in 
1861,  said  could  not  be  done  except  at  the 
price  of  the  severance  of  the  Union.  *  *  I 
am  prepared  to  say,  the  South  will  never  sub- 
mit to  the  consummation  of  those  acts  which  in 
your  election  you  are  bound  to  carry  out.    * 

*  *  If  that  conflict  must  come,  I  for  one 
say,  let  it  commence  in  this,  hall ;  and  I  hope, 
air,  that  if  it  be  necessary  to  maintain  our  con- 
stitutional rights,  it  may  commence  on  this 
floor,  and  the  first  drop  of  human  gore  shed  in 
defence  of  the  violated  riehte  and  insulted 
honor,  may  crimson  the  wafls  of  this  capitol/' 

In  the  House,  December  20  [A|)p.  to  Gong. 
Globe,  page  30],  Mr.Cox  of  Ky.  saia: — 

'*  I  make  bold  to  say  that  the  position  as- 
sumed by  them  (the  Democrats)  and  that  ac- 
cupied  by  us  (the  Southern  Americans)  upon 
this  great  question,  is  the  only  position  that 
we  as  national  men,  can  occupy  consistently 
with  the  peace,  the  safety,  the  harmony,  the 
wd&re  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Union. 

*  ♦  If  they  dfon't  like  to  be  called  Aboli- 
tionists, I  will  call  them  Black  Republicans, 
Republicans,  whichever  they  prefer.  I  will 
call  them  the  AnU-Nebraska  party — the  party 
which  intends  to  agitate  the  question  of  slavery 
in  Coneress  and  out  of  it,  at  the  hazard  of  every- 
thing uiat  is  held  sacred  in  this  Union    * 

*  *  A  gentleman  near  me  says,  that  they 
have  not  said  a  word  yet  about  the  restoration 
of  the  Missouri  compromise.  Well,  they  have 
given  one  hundred  and  six  votes  in  this  House, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
is  the  basis  of  the  union  of  those  one  hundred 
and  six  members.  *  *  When  you  tell  me 
that  ^ou  intend  to  put  a  restriction  on  the  ter- 
ritories, I  say  to  you  that  upon  that  subject  the 
South  is  a  unit,  and  will  not  submit  to  any 
^uch  thin^.  Ton  do  not  understand  that,  or 
you  would  not  press  it  so  pertinaciously." 

On  the  19th  of  December,  in  the  House 
[Cong.  Globe,  page  56],  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ky., 
said: — 

'*  We  are  led  to  believe  that  they  (the  Re- 
publican i>arty)  are  ready  to  push  matters  to  a 
length  which  must  ultimately  lead  to  a  disso- 
lution of  this  Union." 

Mr  Campbell  read  the  following,  which  he 
stated  to  be  a  resolution  adopted  by  a  Con- 
vention at  Cincinnati : — 

"  That  the  repeal  of  the  IkKssouri  compro- 
mise was  an  infraction  of  the  pUghted  faitn  of 
the  nation,  and  that  it  should  be  restored ;  and 
if  effort*  t'  that  end  should  fiul,  Congress 


should  refuse  to  admit  into  the  Union  any 
state  tolerating  slavery,  which  shall  be  formed 
out  of  any  portion  of  uie  territory  from  which 
that  institution  was  excluded  by  that  oompr(^ 
mise." 

Having  read  this  resolution,  Mr.  Cambpell 
proceeded  to  speak  as  follows  : — 

"  My  remarks  were  based  on  that  resolutioD. 
It  is  an  interference  with  our  institutions  when 
our  citizens  are  denied  the  same  rights  in  the 
new  territories  with  the  dtisens  from  the 
North;  for  that  territory  belongs  to  us  at 
much  as  it  does  to  you.  *  ♦  ♦  ♦  We  re- 
gard this  confederacy  as  secondary  in  import- 
ance, and  when  a  government  falters  in  eanr- 
ing  out  its  guarantees  for  the  protection  of  life, 
lil^rty,  and  property,  it  is  no  lon^r  entitled 
to  the  fealty  of  its  citizens.  And  m  addition 
to  that,  I  will  avow  this  sentiment,  believing 
that  it  will  be  endorsed  by  my  constituency, 
that  whenever  this  government  makes  a  dis- 
tinction between  a  &)uthem  and  a  Northern 
constituency  or  citizenship,  then  we  shall  no 
longer  consider  ourselves  bound  to  supi>ort  the 
confederacy,  but  will  resort  to  the  right  of 
revolution,  which  is  recognised  by  all." 

On  the  20th  of  December,  in  the  House 
[Cong.  Globe,  page  61],  Mr.  McMulun  of 
V  a^  said : — 

**  Let  me  tell  that  member  [Mr.  Giddingsl 
and  this  House  and  the  country,  that  should 
this  country  ever  arrive  at  that  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs  that  the  government  should 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  North— of  such  a 
Northern  fanatical  character  over  the  way, 
and  that  that  government  should  restore  the 
Missouri  compromise,  or  repeal  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  then  in  such  a  case  I  would  have  to 
endorse  the  declaration  of  the  honorable  geih 
tleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Campbell],  that 
is  to  say,  that  this  Union  must  and  will  be 
dissolved.  ♦  *  ♦  *  One  of  the  greatest 
misfortunes  of  the  country,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  the 
fact  that  our  Northern  brethren  mistake  the 
character  of  the  South.  They  suppose  that  the 
Southern  disunionists  are  confinca  to  the  Cal- 
houn wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  This,  sir, 
is  the  greatest  error  that  tne  people  of  the 
North  have  ever  fallen  into.  And  I  tell  you, 
sir,  and  I  want  the  country  to  know  it — I  want 
th<3  gentlemen  from  the  free  states,  our  Re- 

Eubucans,  our  Seward  Republicans,  our  Abo- 
tionists,  or  whatever  else  they  may  be  called, 
to  know  it — that  if  you  restore  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  or  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
this  Union  will  be  dissolved." 

Mr.  Brooks  of  S.  C,  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  said : — 

"The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  hat 
announced  to  the  world,  thaf  in  certain  eoor 
tingencies,  he  is  willing  to  Met  the  Union 
slide.'  Now,  sir,  let  his  contingencies  be  re- 
versed, and  I  am  also  willinj^  to  'let  the 
Union  slide' — ay,  sir,  to  aid  in  making  it 
slide.  *  *  •  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  if 
his  construction  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  over  the  territories  shall  prevail  in 
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Ill  the  IIoDM,  on  the  23d  of  December,  Mr. 
StiTARn  of  Ua.,  Kaid : — 

"  IfllioquC'BtioDialo  t>e  Battled  bjConsresg, 
■nd  decided  aj^nat  the  South  by  a  majorit; 
frum  the  Nortji,  the  ^vernmeat  will  be  en- 
dangered and  the  Unioa  caauot  be  perpet- 
uated." 

Id  the  House,  on  the  4th  of  JftnuatJ,  Hr. 
Borci  of  S  C,  [CuQg.  Olube,  page  143], 
■oid:- 

"  1  Lace  thought,  and  I  still  think,  and  I 
hare  eiprcMed  the  opinion,  and  I  still  ex- 
press the  opinion,  that  there  are  circuraetanoee 
which  arc  nurrjing  us  almost  irresietiblj  to  t 
diaruption.     •    •     •     •     I  have  seen  at  thi 

North  the  formation  of  a  ^rcat  partj,  based 
DjMn  the  single  idea  of  hostilitj  to  the  institu- 
bona  of  the  South.     The  onlj  question  with 
me,  then,  aa  to  the  continuance  of  the  Union  is, 
whether  that  part;  will  toko  {mssession  of  the 
North!     If  they  (fo,  in  my  opinion  the  Union 
is  at  an  end.     ••••••    What  ii 

tiiat  partj  pledged  to  T  The  great  boasting 
idea  of  that  jiarty  iH,  that  freedom  is  nationa 
and  flavurj  is  sectional.  That  partj,  then, 
ftre  obliged,  if  thej  (»mo  into  power,  a«  is  re 
oomnieiided  in  the  resolutions  of  the  state  ol 
Maine  presented  to  the  Senate  yeatcrdaj,  b. 
ftboliHli  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,, 
■nd  to  prohibttitinall  the  territories,  arsenals, 
Mid  doek-jards  in  the  United  States.  Well, 
then,  it  aeems  to  mo  that  if  that  partj  comes 
into  power  pledged  to  those  measures,  we  shall 
be  ill  the  midst  of  uhaos  and  anarch;  and 
revolution." 

"This  greiit  sectional  party  at  the  Nnrth 
goes  uiHiii  the  idea  that,  bj  uniting  together 
at  the  North  they  can  obtain  the  control  of 
this  f^iivernniont  and  dispense  its  vast  patron- 

yuiiiritig  tlieinnelves,  and  reduce  the  people 
tlic  Sjuth  tu  a  secondary  and  subordinate 
Oiinditiiin.  •  •  *  That  party  which  places 
itself  iipin  the  position  of  giving  power  to  the 
North,  will  eventually  succeed ;  and  when 
tliat  piirlv  docs  succeod,  in  my  opinion  the 
Union  Witt  be  at  an  end." 

In  tlie  House,  Jonua^  9,  Mr.  Talbot  of 
Ky.  1 1 'ling.  Iliulio,  page  1701,  said: — 

"  Wliiit  was  the  nHjicct  oi  ])olitical  parties 
whoii  w><  tinil  met  at  this  capitol  T  The  Re- 
puiiliiniii  iKtrty  had  mot  at  the  North  and  or- 
—  '"vd  lliuuiHelves  into  a  sectional  Free  Soil 


Abiiliti'in  party,  determined,  many  of  them, 
upnn  u  repeal  uf  tho  fugitive  slave  law,  and 
all  of  ihcin  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Ronsoe- 

Nebmska  bill;  the  resUiration  of  the  Missouri 
rcntrietivo  line ;  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 
tlie  territories;  the  non-odmisaionof  any  more 
slave  Htutcs  into  this  Union.  This  party,  Mr. 
Clerk,  promised  no  i;i>od  to  the  country,  hut. 


Cincinnati,  nine  atatea  being  MpnMntM^  md 
they,  too,  adopted  a  platform  thrMtaning  tin 
institutione  oi  the  South,  though  it  tDight  ooil 
this  glorioua  Union  to  carry  oat  their  pain- 

In  the  IIoaM,  January  11,  Hr.  Dowdcu.  of 
Ala.  [Cong.  Globe,  page  217],  oaid:— 

"  I  make  free  to  declare  my  opinion,  not  1^ 
way  of  threatening,  but,  I  trust,  ia  a  p«bio^ 
who  desires  the  best  interests  of  hie  countn, 
that  if  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  a  nujori^  m 
this  House  fairly  represent  the  seotJOD  of  iha 
Union  from  which  they  come — if  thej  u«  Uw 
tjpes  of  Northern  majuritiea,  and  the  prlneltila 
which  I  understand  Uiem  to  profsM  almll  W 


attempted  I 

through  the  forms  of  federal  legislatioa,  tl 

the  continued  Union  of  the  statei  will  Im  n 
impossibility,  or,  if  poxsible,  the  greateat  nam 
which  could  be  inflicted  npon  any  people," 

In  reference  to  the  Republican  party,  Mr. 
Dowdell  said : — 

"  Sectional  and  fanatic,  it  is  bent  npoo  tbt 
destruction  of  tho  rights  of  a  whola  MMiao. 
It  threatens  to  do  that  which  cannot  be  doM 


In  the  House,  January  II  Mr.  BmraxT  of 
Id.  [Cone.  Ulobe,  pi^  220,]  oaidi— 
"  It  hod  to  be  dispMed  of,  and  now  apm 
must  lie  met    The  question  of  the  adminrioB 
-'  -  -!w  state  from  the  territory  in  diapott 
on  be  presented.     •    •    •    •    • 
questions,   however   important   other- 
lUHt  be  subordinate  to  this  great  na- 
tional cii<'oncy  which  involves  in   ittt  aettifr 
ment  possibly  the  destinies  of  this  glorioai 
Union.^' 

In  the  IIiiuso,  Jonuarv  30,  Mr.  Bom  ofS. 
C„  [Cong.  Globe,  page  ^eu),  said  :— 

"I  look  upon  the  election  uf  Mr.  Banks  as 
one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  could  h^ 
pen  to  this  country.  •  •  *  •  I  look  upon 
his  principles,  if  carried,  as  death  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  the  Union.  The  result  of  his 
principles,  if  carried  out,  would  be  inevitably 
■evolution.  •  •  •  •  For  my  own  port, 
henevor  that  question  is  put  to  me — to-day, 
i-morrow,  next  week,  or  ncit  year,  if  it  ha 
lUiarchy.  or  the  extreme  anti-slavery  opioioni 
af  Mr.  Banks,  I  shall  say,  anarchy  fur  mer." 
In  the  House,  January  19,  Mr.  Bocock  of 
Va.,  addressing  himself  to  tho  Republican) 
[Cong.  Globe,  page  204,]  said : — 

"  You  cheat  yourselves  with  the  doluaioa 
that  your  platform  makes  rou  national.  Yon 
declare  war  on  the  institution  of  slaverj 
wherever  the  strong  arm  uf  this  government 
nan  reach  it,  and  call  that  a  national  platform. 
To  justify  BO  absurd  a  position,  you  lore  to 
iimploy  the  specious  phrase  that  '  fVeedom  ii 

The  ercot  American  party,     •     •     •     a  few  i  I 

d^s  Mfore  wa  met  ner«,  held  a  meeting  at  |  When  in  yoor  platform  you  coma  fonraid  wd 


«                                                 ■  . 

Miy  that  your  institotions  alone  are  entitled  to  Cong.  Globe,  page  95],  Bfr.  Jombs  of  Tenn. 

|he  protection  of  the  goTemment,  and  that  said: — 

ours  are  to  be  discountenanced  and  restricted  '*  We  hare  a  question  before  ns  and  the 

by  its  action,  then  jou  lay  down  a  sectional  country  which  I  think  of  far  more  imporfe- 

platform  and  array  yourselyee  into  a  sectional  anoe  to  oar  interst  and  honor,  and  to  the 

garty.    You  put  us  beyond  the  pale  of  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  than  the  quoe* 
onstitution,  and  you  force  us  to  ^ht  you  by  tion  whether  or  not  Mr.  Crampton  shall  be 
^yery  fair  and  honorable  means;  and  we  shall  withdrawn.     •     •     *     *     The  beginning 
do  it.''  of  the  difficulties  may  be  found  in  an  eamesti 
Mr.  QiDDiNGS  and  others.    Agreed  I  ardent,  and — ^pardon  me  for  saying — a  reek- 
Mr.  BococK.    *'  Rest  assured  that  we  wiU  less  determination  to  repeal  that  clause  of  the 
do  it."  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  which   abrogates  the 
T    xu    c      X    TLT     u  c  rn        ni  u  Missouri  restriction.    *    ♦    ♦    •    We  ask 
i^o^^  the  Senate,  March  5  FCong.  Globe,  page  notiiing  but  what  the  Constitution  guaranties 
584],  Judge  BuTuiB  of  S.O.  said:—  ^us.    That  much  we  do  ask.    That  much  we 

f\             "  i  ^*^^®  f^*^^  confidence  in  tiie  ,,^  have.    I  do  not  wish  to  be  excited  aboul 

od  sense  of  the  people  of  tiiis  country,  tiiat  ^^jg  msLHer.    We  do  not  mean  to  be  driyen 

beheye  republican  mst^tions  might  sur-  f^^  ^^^  propriety;  but  tiiere  is  a  fixed,  im- 

Tive  tiie  present  Union.    R^Uy,  Jt  m  broken  n^^table,  Sniyerwa  determination  on  tiie  part 

T^^\    ^.     ,  ^l  I  ^^^^        T®'  .  u     *'  of  the  South  never  to  be  driven  a  single  inch 

ahoiUd  be  dissolved  to-morrow—I  wish  my  farther.    ♦    ♦    ♦    Ifwe  are  not  to  enjoy  our 

words  measured-in  preference  to  livmg  m  a  ^ghts  under  tiie  Constitution,  teU  us  so ;  and 

Union  witiiout  tiie  protection  of  a  CoMUtution  if\^  ^^     1^  ua  separate  peaceably  and  de- 

which  gives  me  an  eauality.    I  should  tell  my  ^,^^^1       4    #    ♦    /   I  teU  you  in  every  hand 

people  80  to-morrow."  there  will  be  a  knife,  and  tiiere  will  be  war  to 

In  the  Senate,  on  tiie  27tii  of  March  [Cong,  the  knife  and  tiie  knife  to  tiie  hilt." 

GioI>e,  page  758],  the  foregoing  remarks  of  In  the  House,  March  13  [App.  to  Cong. 

Jutl;;e  BcTLEB  being  made  a  subject  of  com-  Globe,  page  157],  Mr.  Tatlob  or  La.,  said: — 

meat,  he  said : —  *'  If  the  counsels  of  these  men  [the  Repub- 

**  I  eay  now,  calmly,  that  when  a  Northern  licans]  find  favor  with  us,  a  few  short  weeks 

majority  shall  acc^uire  such  a  control  over  tiie  or  months  may  be  sufficient  to  fill  a  land  where 

legUkkUon  of  this  country  as  to  disfranchise  it  has  been  all    sunshine,  with  '  clouds  and 

the  slav'eholding  states  in  any  respect  in  which  darkness ;'  and  amid  the  surrounding  ^loom 

Ihey  have  an  emiality  under  the  Constitution  such  contentions  and  conflicts  may  arise,  in 

of  the  country,  I  will  not  asree  to  live  under  which  section  may  be  arrayed  against  section, 

thb  government,  when  the  Union  can  survive  state  against  state,  and  perhaps  man  asainst 

the  Constitution.    *    *    *    All  that  I  have  man,  in  deadly  strife,  as  woula  make  aU  men 

oontonded  for,  is,  that  the  common  domain  of  *    *    *    shudder  with  fear." 

this  government,  acauired  by  tiie  common  i^  the  House,  March  13  [App.  to  Cong, 

blood  and  treasure  of  all  parts  of  the  United  Qi^^he,  page  2301,  Mr.  Letcher  ofVa.  said:— 

States,  shall  be  just  as  free  to  one  class  of  ciU-  u  So  faf  as  tiie  Soutii  are  concerned,  sir,  I 

lens  as  another.    *    ♦    ♦    But,  sir,  if  an  ^^  ^©11  you  now  what  I  have  no  doubt  wiU 

insulting  interference  were  to  be  made  by  a  he  tiie  fact-what  I  believe  firmly  and  con- 

majority  of  Congress,  or  such  an  mterference  gcientiously.  tiiat  if  you  [the  Republicans] 

as  would  exclude  a  slaveholder  on  the  brc^  should  have  power  here,  and  undertake  to 

ground  that  he  was  unwjorthy  of  equality  witii  p^  measures  to  carry  out  the  principlee 

a  non-slaveholdmg  population,  do  you  suppose  ;^hich  you  profess,  you  would  find  tiiat  we  had 

I  would  stay  m  tiie  Union  if  I  could  get  out  gpi^t  enough  to  separate  from  you,  and  make 

^  **^  the  effort,  at  least,  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

In  tiie  House,  January  17  [App.  to  Cong.  :^  Voice.    What  measures  T 

Globe,  page  601,  Mr.  Stephens  of  Oa.  said :—  .  Mr.  Letcheb.    If  you  undertake  to  rep^l 

"  I  was  willing  to  divide  as  an  alternative  ^^  fugitive  slave  law,  and  depnve  us  of  the 

only,  but  a  majority  of  tiie  Nortii  would  not  ™«a°8  ^f  recovering  our  pronerty  when  it  is 

oonseut  to  it ;  and  now  we  have  got  tiie  great  stolen  from  us.    ♦    ♦    *    If  you  undertake 

principle,  established  in  1850,  carried  out  in  ^  abolish  slavery  in  tiie  District  of  Columbiaj 

Che  Kansas-Nebraska  bUl,  tiiat  Congress,  after  ^^  prohibit  it  in  the  territories  of  the  United 

removing  all  obstructions,  is  not  to  intervene  States  by  Congrewional  legislaUon.    •    »    • 

against  us.    This  is  the  old  Southern  Repub-  You  will  find  tiiat  tiie  Soutii,  if  it  has  a  par- 

U«ui  principle,  attained  after  a  hard  and  pro-  *>?}?  ^^  self-respectr-and  I  know  tiiat  it  has-. 

tracted  struggle  in  1850,  and  I  say,  if  Congress  ^^  ^  prepared  to  resist  any,  and  all  such 

ever  again  elercises  the  power  to  exclude  the  ni«Mures. 

South  from  an  equal   participation   in  the  In  the  House,   April  1   [App.  to  Cong, 

eonunon  territories,  I,  as  a  Southern  man,  am  Globe,  page  297],  Mr.  Warner  or  Ga.  said: — 

for  resisting  it.    The  gentieman  from  Tennee-  **  We  have  been  told  by  those  who  advocate 

■ee  does  not  say  what  he  would  do  in  that  this  line  of  policy,  that  they  do  not  desire  to 

fontingency.''  interfere  wita  sLavery  in  the  states  where  it 

In   the   Senate,   February  25    [App.   to  exifts;  and  yet  it  is  their  intentioa  ^  "s?^ 
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Tent  Ote  exteoBion  of  slaTery,  bj  ezclading  it 
from  the  Dommoii  territnrv.  *  *  It  matten 
but  little  with  me,  whether  a  man  taken  m; 
yropertj  outright,  or  reutriuts  nie  in  the  cn- 
jojinent  of  il,  M)  m  to  reuder  it  of  but  little 
or  no  value  to  mo.  •  •  •  Slavery  cannot 
be  oonfinod  within  certuu  Bpecifiod  limita 
without  pmduciog  tho  doatructioa  of  bath 
master  and  slave ;  it  rcquirca  fresh  lands.  * 
*  *  *  If  the  dlaveholdiu^  states  should 
erer  be  so  regardless  of  tlieir  ri)i;btJ^  and  their 
power,  as  co-equal  states,  to  bo  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  this  prupuaed  restriution,  * 
thej  could  not  do  it.  *  *  *  The^  ouzht 
nut  to  Hulimit  to  it  upon  principle,  if  thej 
oould,  and  could  not  if  they  would. 

"  it  is  in  view  of  these  things,  sir,  that  the 
people  of  Georgia  have  asnembl 
tiiin,  and  suleciinl;  resolved  that,  if  Congress 
nholl  pass  a  law  eioludin^  them  from  the 
common  property,  with  their  slave  property, 
they  Trill  diBruiit  the  ties  that  bind  them  to 
ti.a  iTn;....  X'lui,  position  has  not  been  taken 
-  orpi 


the  Uniu 


bj  way  uf  threat  or  menace.     Gcorgi: 
t£reatens,  but  Georgia  always  ai 

In    the    House,   April   4   [Ar 
Globe,  p.  351],  Mr.  SniTit  of  Te 

"in  my  hnmble  judgment,  we  should  first 
look  to  the  preservation  of  tho  Constitution 
uf  tho  United  States;  eocundly,  to  the  nroteo- 
tiun  of  the  rights  uf  the  states ;  and,  tnirdly, 
to  tjie  preservation  of  tlie  Federal  Union.  * 
*  *  So  for  OS  I  am  concerned,  after  the 
preservation  uf  the  righlii  of  the  stutes,  which 
I,  as  an  individual,  or  as  a  Iteprescntativo, 
will  never  agree  to  see  infringod,  the  next 
must  important  oliject  which  ought  to  actuitto 
every  patriot  of  tliis  land,  is  the  ursHcrvatiun 
of  the  Union.  •  •  •  •  1  believe  that 
it  Jlho  Wilraot  Proviso]  is  unconstitutional, 
unjust,  and  wmnK.  •  •  Unless  the  S<mth 
can  unite  and  defend  these  men  of  the  Xovth, 
who  stand  liy  tho  guarantees  of  tlie  Constitu- 
tion, for  the  rights  of  the  states,  the  Union  is 
gone.  •  •  •  In  the  struggle  which  is 
Biiun  to  coine  oS — a  struggle  on  the  issue  uf 
which  arc  suspended  the  mighty  doctrines  of 
this  nation — yes,  sir,  in  my  nuublo  opinion, 
the  very  existence  of  this  Union,  tlie  true- 
hearted,  conservative,  and  patriotic  men  of 
the  whole  country  •  •  ■•  ^\\l  gtond 
bravely  togoUior  around  the  broad  banner  of 
the  DemocraUc  parly.'' 

In  tho  House,  Jan.  9  [App.  to  Cong.  Globe, 
page  54],  Mr.  Bowie  of  MJ.  said;— 

"Thej  [tho  llepublicuns]  say  they  ore  not 
Aliolitiunists,  because,  forsooth,  they  are  not 
fir  interfering  with  slavery  in  the  states. 
Why.  sir,  did  you  ever  see  or  hear  of  a  fanatic 
who  was  fanatical  enough  to  ep  to  that  ex- 
tent 7  Thej  are  called  Alx>IitioniDt/>,  and 
justly  so,  becauRo  tlicy  advocate  the  power  of 
Congress  to  ftbulisli  slavery  in  the  territories 
of  the  Union,  ami  in  tho  District  uf  Colum- 
bia. *  *  There  is  a  minority  here  in  favor 
of  the  principles  of  non-iDtorveution  of  Cun- 
grOM  on  the  aulyect  of  domestic  slavery  in 


the  territories.  That  majori^  osbt  to  b* 
brought  together  in  Bome  mode  «  aoneilM- 
lion :  fur  it  must  be  admitted  ibaX  BO  otbo 
question  is  half  so  vital  to  the  p 
of  the  Union.     •     •    •    Tbeee  ue  i 

[uestions  [relating  to  the  natiu«liiKtioa 
,  to  be  sore,  but  they  itrike  no  cbord  m 
heorla  which  vibratee  with  Boandi  of  ■»• 
tionol  disunion.  They  bring  no  tear*  to  ttw  . 
eyes  of  the  patriot,  when  brooding  over  Um  - 
broken  fragments  of  a  ruined  country.  *  * 
*  But  let  this  Coneress  attempt  to  atriks 
down  the  eonstitutionil  rights  of  the  EJouth, 
then  yon,  and  I,  and  all  of  us  will  atrike, 
thougn  bloody  treMon  flouritb  over  ua." 

In  the  House,  April  7,  Mr.  Kiitt  of  S.  C. 

"  Sir,  the  next  contest  will  be  a  momentoat 
one.  It  will  turn  up  the  question  of  slkveir, 
and  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  SontL 
The  South  should  establish  in  the  pleCfom 
tlie  principle  that  the  right  uf  a  southern  ihm 
to  lug  slave  is  equal,  in  its  length  end  bremdth, 
to  the  right  of  a  nortliem  man  to  his  hone. 
She  should  make  the  recognition  of  the  ri^t 
full,  complete,  and  indisputable.  •  •  •  • 
Ijet  the  North  refuse  aiunission  to  a  state  b^ . 
cause  of  slavery  in  her  constitution,  and  the 
history  of  this  Union  is  closed,  •  •  •  • 
*  *  *  If  it  [the  government]  becomes  the 
puppet  of  abolitionism,  if  it  becomes,  in  oer 
very  midst,  to  us  a  foreign  government,  Uw 
South  will  tear  it  down,  from  turret  to  fooD- 
dation-fltone.  Abolish  the  intet^tate  dan 
trade,  and  we  will  trample  your  usurpatiou 
under  foot.  Repeal  the  fugitive  slave  tew, 
and  the  South  will  meet  you  with  gauntlets 
on.  in  the  next  presidential  election  the 
North  will  decide  the  probable  fate  of  (he 
Union.  If  the  banner  of  Black  Republican- 
ism is  lifted  to  victory,  the  South  will  taiM 
aloft  her  symbol  of  Bovcrcignty,  and  interpose 
her  own  shield  for  the  safety  of  her  cititen*. 
Ldl'tho  conservatives  uf  the  Xorth  beware!" 

in  the  House.  April  9,  Hon.  E.  S.  Shoktu 
of  Ala.  said; — 

"  Un  you  believe  that  the  South,  less  patri- 
otic now  than  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution, 
will  quietly  submit  to  the  sacrifice  of  her 
right*,  and  still  cling  to  the  Union  f  If  waA 
is  public  uninlon  at  tlie  North,  let  it  be  St  once 
undecciveil.  We  undrretand,  gentlemen,  whM 
our  rights  are  under  the  ConHtitution,  and 
with  the  blending  of  God  we  mean  to  mun- 
tain  tlieni.  We  ask  for  nothing  more — wlQ 
be  content  with  nolliing  less. 

"i  hope  and  prny  God  that  my  section  of  llie 
Union  may  never  again,  in  nn  evil  hoar,  be 
inclined  m  'C'lmproniine'  with  tho  North  on 

iho  subject  of  shivery. 

"Tljclicve  in  the  right  of  a  sovereign  Btiit«  to 
aecedc  fn>m  the  Union  whenevor  she  deter- 
mines that  the  Feiienil  Constitution  bk»  been 
violated  by  Congress;  and  that  this  gown- 
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ment  has  no  oonstitational  power  to  ooeroe 
BOoh  seceding  state. 

**  I  think  Sooth  Carolma  mistook  her  remedy 
— necetfsion,  and  not  nullification,  ought  to 

have  been  her  watchword. 

•  *  «  «  » 

"  The  extraordinary  exertions  made  by  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  Black  Republican  party  of 
the  North,  to  rob  the  South  of  her  eqnal 
rights  in  the  territories,  has  had  one  effect. 
You  have  thoroughly  aroused  the  southern 
states  to  a  sense  of  their  danger.  You  haye 
caused  them  coolly  to  estimate  the  yalue  of 
the  Union  ;  and  we  are  determined  to  main- 
tain our  equality  in  it,  or  independence  out 

of  it. 

•  •  »  »  « 

'*  The  South  has  planted  itself  where  it  in- 
tends to  stand  or  fail,  Union  or  no  Union,  and 
that  is,  upon  the  platform  laid  down  by  the 

Georgia  Convention. 

«  •  «  «  « 

**  We  tell  you  plainly  that  we  take  issue  with 
yon;  and  whenever  you  repeal  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  or  refuse  to  admit  a  state  on  ac- 
count of  slavery  in  her  constitution,  or  our 
equality  in  the  territories  is  sacrificed  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  then  the  star  of  this  Union 
will  e^  down  to  rise  no  more. 

**  Should  we  be  forced  to  dissolve  the  Union 
in  order  to  preserve  southern  institutions  and 
southern  civilization,  we  will  do  it  in  peace, 
if  we  can ;  in  war,  if  we  must ;  and  let  the 
Qod  of  Battles  decide  between  us. 

''The  shadows,  sir,  of  the  comine  storm  al- 
ready darken  our  pathway.  It  wOl  soon  be 
upon  us  with  all  its  fury.'' 

^  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  measures  of  this  party, 
in  the  event  of  its  success. 

"First.  Kansas  will  be  hurried  into  the 
Union  under  the  Topeka  constitution,  in  vio- 
laition  of  law  and  every  principle  of  right  and 
justice;  next  the  Wilmot  proviso  will  be 
adopted,  and  thus  slavery  put  under  the  ban 
of  tne  government ;  it  will  be  abolished  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  the  slave  trade  between 
the  states  interdicted ;  slavery  excluded  from 
the  dock-yards  and  arsenals,  and  everywhere 
else  where  the  government  has  jurisdiction. 
These,  sir,  are  the  measures  of  the  Black  Re- 
publican party.  They  are  not  all  included  in 
the  platform,  I  know ;  but  should  it  succeed 
and  the  Union  survives,  they  will  be  fastened 
upon  the  country.  Sir,  I  make  no  threats; 
but  I  tell  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
this  House,  plainly,  as  it  is  my  solemn  duty 
to  do,  as  the  representative  of  a  nundred  thou- 
sand freemen  upon  this  floor,  that  we  submit 
to  no  further  agressions  upon  us, '  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  a 
virtue,'  and  that  for  the  future  '  we  tread  no 
steps  backwards.'  We  are  done,  gentlemen, 
with  compromises.  All  that  have  been  made 
you  forced  u^n  us :  and  while  we  have  ob- 
aeryed  them  m  good  fiuth,  you  have  shame- 
IorsIt  disregarded  and  trampled  them  under 


jfoot  I  hold  up  before  you  the  ConstitutioD 
as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its  immortol 
authors,  northern  and  southern  men — ^itself  a 
compromise ;  we  claim  our  rights  under  that» 
and  we  intend  to  have  them." — Hon.  Wm. 
BarksdaU  of  Miss.,  in  Hcuae  of  Repreieniik' 
fives,  July  23,  1856. 

"Sir,  I  am  no  alarmist;  nor  am  I  a  dis- 
unionist.  1  represent  a  people  here  who  love 
the  Union — a  people  who  have  always  been 
distinguished  for  their  conservatism,  who  have 
always  been  represented  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation  by  men  noted  for  their  Union-loving 
patriotism — a  people  that  honored  Clay,  who 
combined  in  his  person  much  of  the  genius 
of  our  institutions — a  people  who  have  ever 
thrown  themselves  into  the  breach  to  save  the 
Union  when  the  conflicts  of  contending  fac- 
tions threatened  to  destroy  it;  but,  sir,  if 
John  C.  Fremont  should  l>e  elected,  pledged 
as  he  is  to  war  upon  the  institutions  of  the 
South,  composed  as  his  administration  would 
be  of  men  irom  but  one  section  of  the  Union, 
filled  as  the  federal  offices  would  be  by  sec- 
tional men,  all  pledged  to  make  common  cause 
against  the  South,  with  a  Congress  backing 
up  his  administration,  such  as  the  present 
House,  who  conceive  no  measure  too  uncon- 
stitutional, too  revolutionary,  too  disgraceful, 
to  meet  their  sanction,  so  as  it  makes  war 
upon  the  South,  the  frightful  mien  of  disunion 
forces  itself  on  them  as  far  the  preferable 
alternative  between  it  and  oppression  and 
disgrace  in  the  Union.  The^  would  then, 
still  remindful  of  its  past  glories,  the  memo-^ 
ries  of  its  ^iant  statesmen,  the  heroic  deeds 
of  valor  of  its  noted  warriors,  prefer  rather  to 
cut  short  its  existence  than  to  blacken  those 
brilliant  recollections  with  the  record  of  its 
future  disgrace." — Hon.  IT.  C.  Burnett  ofKy., 
in  the  House  of  JiepreseniativeSf  July  28,  18o6. 


Southern  Senators. 

Protest  asainst  the  Admission  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

Immediatilt  after  the  passage  of  the  bill 
admitting  California,  a  Protest,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  material  portion,  waa  made:— 

**  We,  the  undersigned  senators,  deeply  im 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  occasion 
and  with  a  solemn  sense  of  the  responsibility 
under  which  we  are  acting,  respectfully  sub 
mit  the  following  protest  against  the  bill  ad 
mitting  California  as  a  state  into  tliis  Union 
and  reouest  that  it  may  be  entered  upon  ths 
Joumfll  of  the  Senate.    We  feel  that  it  is  not 
enough  to  have  resisted  in  debate  alone  a  bill 
so  fraught  with  mischief  to  the  Union  and  the 
states  which  we  represent,  with  all  the  r^ 
sources  of  argument  which  we  possessed ;  but 
that  it  is  also  due  to  ourselves,  the  people 
whose  interests  have  been  intrusted  to  our  care, 
and  to  posteri^,  which  even  in  its  meet  dis- 
tant generations  may  feel  its  consequences,  to 
leave  in  whatever  fSrm  may  be  moti  solemn 
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•nd  enduring,  a  memorial  of  the  opposition 
which  we  have  made  to  this  measure,  and  of 
the  reasons  by  which  we  have  been  governed, 
upon  the  pages  of  a  journal  which  the  Consti- 
tution requires  to  be  kept  so  lone  as  the  Senate 
may  haye  an  existence.  We  desire  to  place 
the  reasons  upon  which  we  are  willing  to  be 
judged  by  generations  livine  and  yet  to  come, 
fur  our  opposition  to  a  bill  whose  consequences 
may  be  so  durable  and  portentous  as  to  make 
it  an  object  of  deep  interest  to  all  who  may 
come  after  us. 

**  We  have  dissented  from  this  bill  because 
it  ^ves  the  sanction  of  law,  and  thus  imparts 
Talidity  to  the  unauthorized  action  of  a  ^rtion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  California,  by  which  an 
odious  discrimination  is  made  against  the 
property  of  the  fifteen  slaveholding  states  of 
the  Union,  who  are  thus  deprived  of  that  posi- 
tion of  equality  which  the  Constitution  so 
manifestly  designs,  and  which  constitutes  the 
only  sure  and  stable  foundation  on  which  this 
Union  can  repose. 

"  Because  the  right  of  the  slaveholding  states 
to  a  common  and  equal  enjoyment  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Union  has  been  defeated  by  a 
system  of  measures  which,  without  the  au- 
thority of  precedent,  of  law,  or  of  the  Con- 
stitution, wore  manifestly  contrived  for  that 
purpose,  and  which  Congress  must  sanction 
and  adopt,  should  this  bin  become  a  law. 

*'  Because  to  vote  for  a  bill  passed  under 
such  circumstances  would  be  to  agree  to  a 
principle,  which  may  exclude  for  ever  here- 
after, as  it  does  now,  the  states  which  we 
represent  from  all  enjoyment  of  the  common 
territory  of  the  Union ;  a  principle  which  de- 
stroys the  equal  rights  of  their  constituents, 
the  equality  of  their  states  in  the  confederacy, 
the  equal  dignity  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent as  men  and  as  citizens  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  and  their  equal  title  to  the  protection  of 
the  government  and  the  Constitution. 

"Because  all  the  propositions  have  been 
rejected  which  have  been  made  to  obtain 
either  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  states  to  a  common  enjoyment  of  all 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  to  a  fair 
division  of  that  territory  between  the  slave- 
holding  and  non-slaveholding  states  of  the 
Union — every  effort  having  failed  which  has 
been  made  to  obtain  a  fair  division  of  the  ter- 
ritoiT  proposed  to  be  brought  in  as  the  state  of 
California. 

"But,  lastly,  we  dissent  from  this  bill,  and 
solemnly  protest  against  its  passage,  because, 
in  sanctioning  measures  so  contrary  to  former 
prei^edent,  to  obvious  policy,  to  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  excluding  the  slaveholdine 
states  from  the  territory  thus  to  be  erected 
into  a  state,  this  government  in  effect  declares, 
that  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  is  an  object  so  high  and 
important  as  to  justify  a  disrec^rd  not  only  of 
all  the  principles  of  sound  policy,  but  also  of 
tlie  Constitution  itself.  Against  this  conclu- 
sion we  must  now  and  for  ever  protest,  as  it 


is  destructive  of  the  salety  and  liberties  of 
those  whose  rights  have  been  oommitted  lo 
our  care,  fatal  to  the  peace  and  eqnolitT  of 
the  states  which  we  represent,  and  most  tead, 
if  persisted  in,  to  the  aissolution  of  that  con- 
federacy, in  which  the  slaveholding  states 
have  never  sousht  more  than  equality,  and  in 
which  they  will  not  be  content  to  remain  with 
less." 

This  protest  was  signed  by  Messrs.  Blaaon 
and  Hunter,  Senators  from  Virginia ;  Messrs. 
Butler  and  Barnwell,  Senators  from  Sooth 
Carolina;  Mr.  Tumey,  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee ;  Mr.  Pierre  Soul6,  Senator  from  Lon- 
isiana;  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  Senator  from 
Mississippi ;  Mr.  D.  R.  Atchison,  Senator  from 
Missouri ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Morton  and  D.  L. 
Yulee,  Senators  from  Florida. 


Southern  States. 

Address  to  the  People  of  the. 

At  a  large  meeting  of  southern  members  of 
botli  Houses  of  Congress,  held  at  the  Capitol 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant,  the  Hod. 
Hopkins  L.  Turney  of  Tenn.  having  been  ap- 
pointed chairman  at  a  previous  meetine,  took 
the  chair ;  and,  on  motion  of  the  Hon.  David 
Hubbard  of  Ala.  the  Hon.  Wm.  J.  Alston  of 
Ala.  was  appointed  secretary. 

Whereupon,  the  Hon.  A.  F.  Butler  of  S.  €., 
from  the  committee  app(»inted  at  aprelimlnaiy 
meeting,  reported  an  Address  to  tne  Soutbem 
People,  recommending  the  establishment,  at 
Washington  City,  of  a  newspaper,  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  support  and  defence  of  southern 
interests,  which  was  read,  and  with  some  slight 
modifications  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  the 
Hon.  Thomas  L.  Clingman  of  N.  C,  and  unan- 
imously adopted  by  the  meeting : — 

Remlred,  unaDlmouRly,  That  the  committee,  in  pablbhiBg 
the  addrura,  be  instructed  to  give  with  it  the  namei  of  Ibi 
nenatorit  and  repre^entatiyea  in  Congreaa  who  ooncar  In  tte 
propofiltion  U>  eiitablinh  the  southern  oriran,  m  maoifcrtcd 
by  their  aubwrlpUun  to  the  raTeral  coplea  of  the  plan  i« 
circulation,  or  who  maj  hereafter  autlioriM  said  cobudUIw 
to  include  their  names. 

Maryland, 
Senator— TlioB.  0.  Pratt 

Virainia. 
Senators— R.  M.  T.  Llunter.  J.  M.  Blaaon. 
Representatives — 

J.  A.  Se<ldon,  Alex.  R.  IIoUmUj, 

Thop.  II.  Ayerett,  Tbne.  S.  Boeodt, 

Paulus  Powell,  II.  A.  Kdmandson, 

R.  K.  Meade,  Jervmiah  Morton. 

Xarth  (hrUina. 

Senator— Willie  P.  Nangum. 
Repretentatiyef!^ 

T.  L.  Clingman,  A.  W.  VenabI^ 

W.  S.  Ashe. 

Smith  QiroUna. 

Senators— A.  P.  Butler,  F.  U.  Rlmorn. 
RepreaentaUTes — 

John  McQueen,  Wm.  W.  Coleodc, 

Jos.  A.  Wcxiward,  James  L.  Orr, 

Daniel  Wallace,  Armlstaad  Burt, 

Isaac  E.  Ilolmei. 

Gefrrgia, 

Senatorfi— Jno.  McP.  Derriao,  Wm.  C  Dk 
Representatives — 

Jotteph  W.  Jackson,         Robert  Toonbt, 
Alex.  II.  Stephens,  H.  A.  Humlna, 

Allen  P.  Oven. 
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David  nnbtard, 
F.  W.  Bowden* 


&  W.  log*! 
W.J.Aliton, 


SMwtor-JflAnoii  Ssfli. 


BiprmnUtiT— — 

W.  8.  FMthanton, 
Jacob  Thompaon, 


A.  O.  BrowDf 
W.MflWUU^ 


ggnatora    8.  U.  Downa,  Pleffvt  Boirit 
Bafnaentattvaa— 

J.  H.  Harmamon,  Bmlla  La  Ban^ 

iMaoKMorM. 

jkfltOtUIUm 

Sfatora   floloo  Borland.  W.  K.  flabaattaa. 
Btprwantattva    B.  W.  Johnaon. 


BapraaantatiTea— Yoloej  B.  Howard,  D.  8.  Kanftnan. 

Mi$wtm, 

Senator— D.  B.  Atebtan. 

BeprMontatlTa-^amaa  &  Ortan. 


BapraMBtatlTM— B.  H.  Stanton,  Jamai  L.  Jdinion. 


8e&atop->Hopkitti  h.  Tumej. 
BapratantatiTat— 

Jamai  H.  Thomaa,  C  H.  wmiania, 

Fred*k  P.  Stanton,  John  H.  Savaga, 

J.  G.  Harris. 

Florida, 

Sanatora— Jackaon  Morton,  D.  h.  Tnlaa. 

BapretentatiTe— £.  Carrington  Cabell. 

And  apon  motion,  the  meeting  a4Joumed. 
Hopkins  L.  Turnbt,  Chairman. 
Attest: — ^Wm.  J.  ALiton,  Secretary. 

Addriss  to  thb  Pboplb  of  thb  Southern 
Statbs. 

'f  he  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  duty 
of  preparing  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
shtreholding  states,  upon  the  subject  of  a 
Southern  organ,  to  l>e  established  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  put  forth  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Fbllow-Citizbns — ^A  number  of  Senators 
■nd  Representatives  in  Congress,  from  the 
Southern  states  of  the  confederacy,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  dancers  which  be- 
set those  states,  have  considered  carefully  our 
means  of  self-defence  within  the  Union  and 
the  Constitution,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  it  is  highly  important  to  establish 
in  this  city  a  paper  wnich,  without  reference 
to  political  paiW,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  South,  so  far  as  they  are 
inyolved  in  the  questions  growing  out  of  Afri- 
can slavery.  To  establish  and  maintain  such 
a  paper  your  support  is  necessary,  and  accord- 
ingly we  address  yon  on  the  subject. 

In  the  contest  now  going  on,  the  constitu- 
tional  equality  of  fifteen  states  is  put  in  ques- 
tion. Some  sixteen  hundred  miUions  wor^ 
of  negro  property  is  involved,  directly ;  and, 
indirectly,  tliough  not  less  surely,  an  mcalcu- 
lablo  amount  of  property  in  other  forms.  But 
to  say  this,  is  to  state  less  than  half  the  doom 
that  hangs  over  you.  Your  social  forms  and 
institutions,  which  separate  the  European  and 
the  African  races  into  distinct  classes,  and 
assign  to  each  a  dilBBrent  sphere  bk  society, 


are  threatened  with  overthrow.  Whether  tiia 
negro  is  to  occupy  the  same  social  rank  with 
the  white  man,  and  enjoy  equally  with  him 
the  riehtfl,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citt- 
senship,  in  short,  all  the  honors  and  dignities 
of  society,  is  a  question  of  greater  moment 
than  any  mere  question  of  property  can  be. 

Such  IS  the  contest  now  going  on — a  contesi 
in  which  public  opinion,  irnot the  prevailing 
is  destined  to  be  a  most  prominent  force,  aiid 
yet  no  organ  of  the  united  interests  of  those 
assailed  haa  as  yet  been  established ;  sor  does 
there  exist  any  paper  which  can  be  the^  com- 
mon medium  for  an  interchange  of  opinions 
amongst  the  Southern  states.  Public  opinion, 
as  it  lias  been  formed  and  directed  by  the 
combined  influence  of  interest  and  prejudice, 
is  the  force  which  has  been  most  potent  against 
us  in  the  war  now  going  on  against  the  insti- 
tution of  negro  slavery ;  and  yet  we  have  taken 
no  effectual  means  to  make  and  maintain  thai 
issue  with  it,  upon  which  our  safety  and  pei^ 
haps  our  social  existence  depends.  Whoever 
will  look  to  the  history  of  tnis  question,  and 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  now 
placed,  must  see  that  our  position  is  one  of 
imminent  danger,  and  one  to  be  defended  by 
all  the  means,  moral  and  political,  of  which 
we  can  avail  ourselves  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. The  warfare  against  African  slavery 
commenced,  as  it  is  known,  with  Great  Britain, 
who,  after  having  contributed  mainly  to  its 
establishment  in  the  new  world,  dovote<l  her 
most  earnest  efforts,  for  purjposes  not  yet  fully 
explained,  to  its  abolition  m  America.  IIow 
wisely  this  was  done  so  far  as  her  own  colonies 
were  concerned,  time  has  determined,  and  all 
comment  upon  this  subject  on  our  part  would 
now  be  entirely  superfluous.  If,  however,  her 
purpose  was  to  reach  and  embarass  us  on  this 
suject,  her  efforts  have  not  been  without  suc- 
cess. A  common  origin,  a  common  language, 
have  made  the  English  literature  ours  to  a  greal 
extent,  and  the  efforts  of  the  British  ^vem- 
ment  and  people  to  mould  the  public  opmion  of 
all  who  speak  Uie  English  language,  liave  not 
been  vain  or  fruitless.  On  the  contrary,  they 
have  been  deeply  felt  wherever  the  Englisn 
language  is  spoken,  and  the  more  efficient  and 
dangerous,  because,  as  yet,  the  South  has 
taken  no  steps  to  appear  and  plead  at  the  bar 
of  the  world,  before  which  she  has  been  sum- 
moned, and  by  which  she  has  been  tried  al- 
ready without  a  hearing.  Secured  by  con- 
stitutional guarantees,  and  independent  of  all 
the  world,  so  far  as  its  domestic  institutions 
were  concerned,  the  South  has  reposed  under 
the  consciousness  of  right  and  independence^ 
and  forborne  to  plead  at  a  bar  which  she  knew 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  this  particular  sub- 
ject. In  this  we  have  been  theoretically  right, 
but  practically  we  have  made  a  great  mistake. 

AU  means,  political,  diplomatic,  and  liter- 
ary, have  becoi  used  to  concentrate  the  public 
opinion,  not  only  of  the  world  at  lar^,  out  of 
our  own  country,  aninst  us;  and  restmg  upon 
the  undoubted  tmtti  that  our  domestio  insii- 
tatioDS  were  the  satgeets  of  no  goyemmiiil 
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Uit  our  onvm  local  ffOTemments,  and  ooncerned 
no  one  bnt  ourselvee,  we  have  been  passive 
under  these  assaults,  until  danger  menaces 
us  from  every  q^uarter.  A  great  party  has 
erown  up,  and  is  increasine  in  the  Lnited 
States,  which  seems  to  think  it  a  duty  they 
owe  to  earth  and  heaven,  to  make  war  on  a 
domestic  institution,  upon  which  are  staked 
our  proi)erty,  our  social  organization,  and  our 
peace  and  safety.  Sectional  feelings  have 
been  invoked,  and  those  who  wield  the  power 
of  ''iiis  government  have  been  tempted  almost, 
if  not  quite  beyond  their  power  of  resistance, 
to  wage  a  war  against  our  property,  our  rights, 
and  our  social  system,  which,  if  successfully 
prosecuted,  must  end  in  our  destruction. 
Every  inducement,  the  love  of  power,  the  de- 
sire to  accomplish  what  are,  with  less  truth 
than  plausibility,  called  "reforms,"  all  are 
offerea  to  tempt  them  to  press  upon  those  who 
are  represented,  and  in  fact  seem,  to'  be  an  easy 

grey  to  the  spoiler.  Our  c<)uality  under  the 
Constitution  is  in  effect  denied,  our  social  in- 
stitutions are  derided  and  contemned,  and  our- 
selves treated  with  contumely  and  scorn 
through  all  the  avenues  wliich  have  as  yet 
been  opened  to  the  public  opinion  of  the  world. 
That  these  assaults  should  have  had  their 
effect  is  not  surprising,  when  we  remember 
that  as  yet  we  have  offered  no  organized  re- 
sistance to  them,  and  opposed  but  little,  except 
the  isolated  efiV)rts  of  members  of  Congress 
who  have  occasionally  raised  their  voices 
against  what  they  believed  to  be  wrongs  and 
injustice. 

It  is  time  that  we  should  meet  and  maintain 
an  ipsue  in  which  we  find  ourselves  involved 
by  those  who  make  war  unon  us  in  regard  to 
every  interest  that  is  peculiar  to  us,  and  which 
is  not  enjoyed  in  common  with  them,  however 
guarantied  by  solemn  compact,  and  no  matter 
now  vitally  involving  our  prosperity,  happi- 
ness, and  safety.  It  is  time  that  we  should 
take  moa««uros  to  defend  ourselves  against  as- 
saults, which  can  end  in  nothing  short  of  our 
destruction  if  we  oppose  no  resistance  to  them. 
Owing  to  accidental  circumstances,  and  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  true  condition  of  things  in 
the  southern  states,  the  larger  portion  of  the 
press  and  of  the  political  literature  of  the 
world  has  been  directed  against  us.  The 
moral  power  of  public  opinion  carries  political 
strength  along  ^vith  it,  and,  if  against  us,  we 
must  wrestle  with  it  or  fall.  If,  as  we  finiily 
believe,  truth  is  with  us,  there  is  nothing  to 
discourage  us  in  such  an  effort. 

The  eventual  strength  of  an  opinion  is  to  be 
measured  not  by  the  number  who  may  chance 
to  entertain  it,  but  by  the  truth  which  sustains 
it ;  we  believe,  nay,  we  know,  that  the  truth  is 
with  us,  and  therefore  we  should  not  shrink 
from  the  contest.  "We  have  too  much  staked 
upon  it  to  shrink  or  to  tremble — a  property 
interest,  in  all  its  forms,  of  incalculable 
amount  and  value ;  the  social  organization, 
the  equality,  the  liberty,  nay,  the  existence 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  states  of  the  confederacy 
^-oll  rest  upon  the  result  of  the  struggle  in 


which  we  are  engaged.  We  mnat  maiiilnin 
the  equality  of  oar  political  posiikm^  in  the 
Union.  We  must  muntun  the  disnity  and 
respectability  of  our  social  position  before  the 
^rld :  and  we  most  maintoiirand  nook  oat 
liberty  and  rights,  so  far  as  our  united  efforts 
can  protect  them ;  and,  if  possible,  we  nrasi 
effect  all  this  within  the  pale  of  the  Union, 
and  by  means  known  to  the  Constitation. 
The  Union  of  the  South  upon  these  vital  in- 
terests is  necessary,  not  only  for  the  s^ke  of 
the  South,  bu^  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  the 
Union.  We  have  great  interests  exposed  to 
the  assaults,  not  only  of  the  world  at  large, 
but  of  those  who,  constituting  the  m^ority, 
wield  the  power  of  our  own  confederated 
states.  We  must  defend  those  interests  by 
all  legitimate  means,  or  else  perish  either  in, 
or  without,  the  effort  To  make  a  snecessfal 
defence,  we  most  unite  with  each  other  upon 
the  one  vital  question,  and  make  the  most  of 
our  political  strength.  We  must  do  more  ■ 
we  nmst  go  beyond  onr  entrenchments,  and 
meet  even  the  more  distant  and  indirect^  but 
by  no  means  harmless  assaults,  which  are 
directed  a^nst  us.  We,  too,  can  appeal  to 
public  opinion.  Our  assailants  act  npoo 
theory — to  their  theory  we  can  oppose  expe- 
rience. They  reason  upon  an  imaginary  stale 
of  things — to  this  we  may  oppose  truth  and 
actual  knowledge.  To  do  this,  however,  we 
too  must  open  up  avenues  to  the  public  mind ; 
we,  too,  must  have  an  organ  through  which 
we  can  appeal  to  the  world,  and  oommane 
with  each  other.  The  want  of  such  an  organ 
heretofore,  has  been,  perhaps,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing causes  of  our  present  condition. 

There  is  no  paper  at  the  seat  of  goremment 
through  which  we  can  hear  or  be  heard  fairly 
and  truly  by  the  country.  There  is  a  paper 
here  which  makes  the  abolition  of  slavery  its 
main  and  paramount  end.  There  are  other 
papers  here  which  make  the  maintenance  of 
political  parties  their  supreme  and  controlling 
object,  but  none  which  consider  the  preservsr 
tiOn  of  sixteen  hundred  millions  of  property, 
the  equality  and  liberty  of  fourteen  or  nfteeii 
states,  the  protection  oi  the  white  man  against 
African  equality,  as  paramount  over  or  even 
equal  to  the  maintenance  of  some  political 
organization  which  is  to  secure  a  President ; 
and  who  is  an  object  of  interest,  not  l)eeause 
he  will  certainly  rule  or  perhaps  ruin  the 
South,  but  chiefly  for  the  reason  that  he  will 
possess  and  bestow  office  and  spoils.  The 
South  has  a  peculiar  position,  and  her  im- 
portant rights  and  interests  are  o))jects  of 
continual  assault  from  the  majority ;  and  the 
j^arty  press^  dependent  as  it  is  upon  that  ma- 
jority for  its  means  of  living,  will  always  be 
found  laboring  to  excuse  the  assailants,  and 
to  paralyze  all  efforts  at  resistance.  How  is 
it  now  ?  The  abolition  party  can  always  be 
heard  through  its  press  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, but  through  what  organ  or  press 
at  Washington  can  oouthem  men  oommoni* 
cate  with  the  world,  or  with  each  other,  npon 
their  own  peculiar  interests?    So  fn  bom 
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wrifin^  or  pennitdng  any  thinff  to  be  written, 
which  18  calcalated  to  derand  the  rights  of  the 
South,  or  state  tmly  its  case,  the  |Mipers  here 
are  engaged  in  lulling  the  South  into  a  false 
security,  and  in  manufacturing  there  an  arti- 
ficial public  sentiment,  suitable  for  some  Pre- 
sidential platform,  though  at  the  expense  of 
any  and  every  interest  you  may  possess,  no 
matter  how  dear  or  how  yitid  and  momentous. 

This  state  of  things  results  from  party  obli- 
ffations,  and  a  regard  to  party  success.  And 
3iey  but  subserve  the  enos  oi  their  establish- 
ment, in  consultine!  their  own  interests  and 
the  advancement  m  the  party  to  which  they 
are  pledged.  Tou  cannot  look  to  them  as 
sentinels  over  the  interests  that  are  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  the  nujority  of  a  self-sus- 
taining party. 

In  uie  federal  legislature,  the  South  has 
some  voice  and  some  votes,  but  in  the  public 
press,  as  it  now  stands  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, the  North  has  a  controlling  influence. 
The  press  of  this  city  takes  its  tone  from  that 
of  the  North.  Even  our  Southern  press  is 
subjected  more  or  less  to  the  same  influence. 
Our  public  men,  ^es,  our  Southern  men,  owe 
their  public  standmg  and  reputation  too  often 
to  the  commendation  and  praise  of  the  North- 
ern press.  Southern  newspapers  republish 
from  their  respective  party  organs  in  this  city, 
and  in  so  doing  reproauce,  unconscious,  doubts 
less,  in  most  instances,  of  the  vrrong  they  do, 
the  Northern  opinion  in  relation  to  public  men 
and  measures.  How  dangerous  such  a  state 
of  thing^  must  be  to  the  fidelity  of  your  rep- 
resentatives, it  is  needless  to  saj  I  They  are 
but  men,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  suppose 
that  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  temptations 
which  influence  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Fellow-citisens :  It  rests  with  ourselves  to 
alter  this  state  of  things,  so  far  as  the  South 
is  concerned.  We  have  vast  interests  which 
we  are  bound  by  many  considerations  to  de- 
fend with  all  the  moral  and  political  means  in 
our  power.  One  of  the  first  steps  to  this  great 
end,  is  to  establish  a  Southern  organ  here,  a 
paper  through  which  we  may  commune  with 
one  another,  and  the  world  at  large.  We  do 
not  propose  to  meddle  with  political  parties  as 
they  now  exist:  we  wish  to  enlist  every  South- 
em  man  in  a  Southern  cause,  and  in  defence 
of  Southern  rights,  be  he  Whi^  or  be  he 
Democrat.  We  do  not  propose  to  disturb  them, 
or  to  shake  him  in  his  party  relations.  All 
that  we  ask  is,  that  he  shall  consider  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  South,  which  are  in- 
volved in  the  great  abolition  movement,  as 
paramount  to  all  party  and  all  other  political 
considerations.  And  surely  the  time  has  come 
when  all  Southern  men  snould  unite  for  pur- 
poses of  self-defence.  Our  relative  power  in 
the  legislature  of  the  Union  is  diminishing 
with  every  census,  the  dangers  which  menace 
us  are  daily  becoming  greater,  and  the  chief 
instrument  in  the  assaults  upon  us  is  the 
public  press,  over  whieh,  owing  to  our  snpine- 
11608,  tne  North  exerciMs  a  controlling  in- 
limoe.  SofiyrastheSoolhiiooiioemeaywe 
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can  change  and  reverse  this  state  of  things. 
It  is  not  to  be  borne  that  public  sentiment  at 
the  South  should  be  stifled  or  controlled  bj 
the  party  press. 

Let  us  have  a  press  of  our  own,  as  the  North 
has,  both  here  and  at  home — a  press  which 
shall  be  devoted  to  Southern  rights,  and 
animated  by  Southern  feelings ;  which  shall 
look  not  to  the  North,  but  the  South,  for  &e 
tone  which  is  to  pervade  it.  Claiming  our 
share  of  power  in  federal  legislation,  let  us 
also  claim  our  share  of  influence  in  the  press 
of  the  country.  Let  us  organise  in  every 
Southern  town  and  county,  so  as  to  send  this 
paper  into  every  house  in  the  land.  Let  us 
take,  too,  all  the  means  necessary  to  maintain 
the  paper  by  subscription,  so  as  to  increase  its 
circulation,  and  promote  the  spread  of  know- 
ledge and  truth.  Let  every  portion  of  the 
South  furnish  its  full  quota  of  talent  and 
money  to'  sustain  a  paper  which  ought  to  be 
supported  by  all,  because  it  will  be  devoted  to 
the  interest  of  every  Southern  man.  It  will  be 
the  earnest  efibrt  of  the  committee  who  are 
charged  with  these  arrangements,  to  procure 
editors  of  high  talent  and  standing  ;  and  they 
will  also  see  that  the  paper  is  conducted  with- 
out opposition  and  witooiit  reference  to  Uie 
political  parties  of  th^  day.  With  these  as- 
surances, we  feel  justiffed  in  calling  upon  you, 
the  people  of  the  Southern  states,  to  make  the 
necessary  efforts  to  establbh  and  maintain  the 
proposed  paper.  A.  P.  Butlir, 

Jackson  Morton, 
R.  Toombs, 
J.  Thompson. 
May  6,  1850. 

Squatter  Sovereigntf  • 

Power  of  Congress  over  Slavbrt  in  teb 
Territories. 

Hon.  Oreen  Adams  of  Ky.,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  July  28,  1848,  held  the  fol- 
lowing doctrine : — 

Because  I  maintain  that  the  power  to  legis* 
late  upon  the  subiect  of  slaveiy  is  expressly 
granted  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourtn 
article  of  the  Constitution,  giving  to  Congress 
the  '*  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory and  other  property  belonging  to  tht» 
United  States."  I  would  ask,  gentlemen,  under 
what  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  do  they 
derive  the  power  to  legislate  for  the  territories 
at  all  ?  where  do  they  obtain  the  right  to  esta- 
blish a  territorial  government,  unless  it  be 
from  the  clause  here  given  7  And  if  Congress 
derives  its  powers  to  make  territorial  goy^kn- 
ments,  and  to  legislate  for  the  territories,  from 
this  clause  in  the  Constitution,  has  it  not  the 
power  to  legislate  upon  every  sulnect  that  does 
not  conflict  with  tne  Federal  Constitution  T 
And  where  in  the  Constitution  is  the  restric- 
tion in  regard  to  slavery  t      *       ♦       *       ♦ 

Suppose,  as  is  argued,  that  the  term  **  cUs- 
pose  ot,"  can  have  no  reference  or  application 
to  goyemment,  do  th^  restrict  the  powor  "  to 
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make   all  needful  rules   and  regulations  7" 
Ccmeress,  as  I  understand  from  the  language 
of  tne  Gonstitution,  has  not  only  the  power 
"  to  dispose  of"  the  territories,  but  also  '*  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations''  re- 
specting them.    But  Mr.  Calhoun  argues  that 
the  terms  "to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations"  are  never  applied  in  the  Consti- 
tution to  government,  which  implies  persons 
to  be  governed,  and  he  assumes  that  in  every 
case  where  they  are  used  in  the  Constitution, 
they  refer  to  property,  to  things,  or  some  pro- 
cess, such  as  the  rules  of  court,  or  the  lluuso 
of  Congress,  for  the  government  of  its  pro- 
ceedings.   Now,  I  take  it  that  rules  fur  the 
government  of  the  House  of  Congress  arc 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  laws  to  govern 
persons  in  their  conduct,  and  not  to  govern 
property  or  things.    But  I  need  only  refer, 
gentlemen,  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  "  to  make  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  hind  nnd  naval 
f  )rces,"  to  show  that  this  position  is  incorrect, 
and  that  the  terms  "rules  and  regulations" 
are  applied  in  the  Constitution  to  tlio  govern- 
ment of  persons.     And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
maintain  that  the  term  "rules  and  regula- 
tions," when  used  in  the  Constitution,  moan 
nothing  else  than  laws,  and  the  convention 
whic)   framed  the  Constitution,  using  them 
with  reference  to  civil  government,  could  have 
intended  to  give  them  no  other  meaning,  it 
being  not  only  their  common  law,  but  universal 
signiticuticm.     Congress,   then,   acct)rding  to 
the  C<mstitution,  can  make  all  noo«lful  laws 
respecting  the  tcrrit^)rie8,  and  Congross  is  to 
be  the  judge  of  what  are  needful.     But,  sir, 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  other  gentlenion  liavo  ad- 
mitted the   constitutional   power,   by  rc(»om- 
mcnding  and  advocating  trie  passage  r)f  the  ; 
bill  this  morning  laid  upon  the  table  in  this 
House,  under  the  sanction  of  their  oaths  to 
support  the  Constitution. 

but,  sir,  my  honorable  colleague  from  the 
ninth  district  [Mr.  FrcnchJ,  who  found  it 
ne<'essary  to  discusR  this  question,  because  no 
other  Kentnckian  had  spoken  upon  the  snlj- 
jetrt,  leaves  his  own  Constitution,  an«l  travels 
off  t4)  Great  Britain  to  get  Judge  Blackstone's 
definition  of  absolute  rights,  to  show  that 
Congress  has  no  right  to  legislate  upf>n  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  territories ;  and, 
very  suitable  to  the  position  which  he  assumes.  I 
he  hjis  no  occasion  for  the  rights  of  personal 
seenrity,  or  the  rights  of  p>erHonal  liberty,  but 
he  a'-rays,  with  much  force  and  gravity,  the 
right  (jf  private  pn)perty,  and  arguing  upon 
the  right  to  enjoy  private  property,  and  the 
fact  that  slaves  are  property  in  the  slave 
states,  an<l  that  the  public  lands  in  the  terri- 
tories are  the  property  of  all  the  states,  tlie 
slave  jw  well  as  the  free  states,  he  adduces  the 
I'onillary,  that  Congress  has  no  constitutitmal 
right  t4i  legislate  upon  the  subjet^t  of  slaverv 
in  the  territories.  Now,  sir,  no  pers(m  wiH 
deny  the  absolute  riglit  of  persons  to  er»j««y 
Ibeir  private  property,  and  no  person  has  a 


gpreater  aversion  than  I  to  the  interferenoe  hj 
government  with  private,  Tested,  l^eol  righta ; 


but  I  would  ask  if  the  passage  of  a  law  bj 

the    introduction    oi 
slavery  into  the  territories,  or,  if  you  ph 


Congress,   prohibiting    the    introduction    ol 


authorizing  slavery  in  the  territories  (for  I 
hold  that  slavery  cannot  exist  without  the 
authority  of  positive  law),  interferes  with  the 
rights  of  citizens  in  the  slave  states  to  enjoy 
their  slave  pn)perty  ?    No,  sir,  not  at  all.    If 
that  be  an  interference  with  tlie  right  to  onjor 
slave  property,  there  is  scarcely  a  state  in  ttua 
Union  that  has  not  been  guilty  of  this  inter- 
ftjreiice  with  the  right  of  property.    I  am  now 
teni|>orarily  residiug  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  if  I  purchase  a  slave  here  to-day,  he  is 
my  private  property,  I  have  a  right  to'control 
and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  service.    But,  sir, 
cau  I  Jake  that  slave  to  Kentuckv*,  the  land 
of  my  birth  and  the  home  of  my  fathers,  and 
enjoy  my  right  to  his  service  there  ?     No,  sir, 
my  colleague  knows  that  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky prohibit  it,  and  would  inflict  an  onerous 
penalty  by  way  of  fine,  as  well  as  imprison- 
ment-, for  a  violation  of  that  law;  and  that 
the  courtfl  of  Kentucky  have  enforced  the  law, 
and  maintaineil   itn  constitutionality.     Bat, 
Mr.  Chairman,  my  colleague  contends  that  all 
the  states  are  joint  owners  of  the  land  in  the 
territories,  and,  consequently.  Congress  luis 
no  right  to  legislate  there  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery — at  least  to  pri)hiljit  citizens  froin 
slave  stateit  from  carrying  their  slave  property 
there,  and  holding  tliom  as  slaves.     So,  tot', 
the  public  lands  in   the  state  of  Ohio  are 
equally  the  property  of  all  the  stat^s ;  now. 
wdl  my  collcagut!  contend   that.,   under   his 
absolute  right  to  enj»»y  his  slave  pr*>perty  ii 
Kentuckv,  lie  can  take  them  U)  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  settle  upon  the  public  lamls  tliere. 
and  hold  his  slaves  as  property  ?     Certainlv 
he  will  not.     He  knows  tliat  the  courts  of 
Kcntutrkv  have  deci«led  that  ho  cannot,  and 
that,  if  he  take  up  his  residence  upon  the 
public   lands  of  Ohio  with   his   slaves,   and 
should  afterwards  reni«)ve  back  to  Kentucky. 
retaining  his  slaves  in  pus'^e-sion  all  the  lime. 
the  eourt-s  in  Kentu«'ky  will  liberate  them  in 
obedience  to  theoporati<»n  of  the  laws  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  utterly  roj)udijite  this  doc- 
trine of  a  man's  carrv in g  the  civil  institutions 
of  his  own  country  into  whatever  stale,  tcrri- 
torv,  or  count rv  he  in:iv  ^^o.     It  is  subversive 
of  the  just  and  ne'M'-isnry  rules  «»f  national 
law,   up(>n   whii'h  the   eonrity  of    nations  w 
based.     Who.  sir.  will  d«Miv  the  ibn'trine  of 
intJTuational   law.  th:*.t  when  a  ])i*r*»i»n  cmi« 
;rrntes  from  one  I'l-untrv  to  aimtber.  or  even 
takes  up  a  temporary  rcjsidciue,  that,  of  ju«- 
tice  and  necessity,  he  niu<t  be  obedjcnt  to  th^? 
laws  and  institutions  nf  the  iMunt»-y  iu  whifh 
h(?  i^  residing  at  thr  time,  aiid  i'mm  which  h^ 
expects  ]>rotc».'tion  ? 

"I  have  tlm**,  Mr.  rhainnan.  briefly  stated 
my  objeolions  to  my  fri'Mid  and  cidleairucV 
[Mr.  Wilmot]  celebrated  amendment.  I  will 
now  make  fome  obscrvatii»ns  of  a  general  e!ia- 
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meter  upon  (ho  iabjoet  of  slkTerj,  in  ralatJOE 
ti>  wli'iuh  so  much  huB  been  Raid  ia  thi«  debate, 
in  order  ihnt  my  position  and  view*  ma^  not. 
be  miflcnnMnioil.  First,  however,  permit  me 
to  preiniso,  thiil  if  we  hail  ikcquired  either 
Now  Mexico  or  Cullfurnia,  and  a  bill  wai. 
befrre  the  Hcjuro  providing  territorial  govern- 
mciitB  tlioroin.  or  a  hill  waa  boGire  the  House 
pniililinf;  for  the  ailmi^iiioa  of  either  of  thofie 
pnirinces  aa  .itates  (the  territory  being  first 
acquired  by  treaty),  1  would  vole  for  a  provi- 
eion  excluilmg  olaTery.  I  favor  the  principle 
contained  \a  the  amendment  of  my  collea^e, 
and  will  go  for  engrafting  it  npon  Ifae  legisla- 
tion of  the  country,  but  in  the  proper  form, 
and  at  the  proper  time  and  nlace,  when  the 
power  to  do  so  ran  Iw  rightfully  eieroised." — 
Hon.  Richard  BrodAead,  in  the  lltnue  o/Seprt- 
tmtatiai,  Feb.  9,  1847. 

"  The  second  obioction  which  I  propose  to 
oonaiilcr,  connected  with  this  alleged  seiiare 
of  the  public  domain,  in,  Chat  a,  Southern  man 
cannot  go  there  because  be  cannot  take  hie 
pro))erty  with  him,  and  ia  thus  excluded  by 
peculiar  confidcratJODS  from  hia  shore  of  the 
uommon  property. 

"So  far  OS  this  branch  of  the  subfect  con- 
ceets  itself  with  slaves,  regarded  merely  as 
property,  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  necessity 
if  lenvmg  and  of  disposing  of  them  may  put 
the  owncm  to  inconvenience — to  loss,  indeed — 
a  state  of  things  incident  U)  all  emigration  to 
distant  regions ;  for  there  arc  many  species  of 
that  pQiperty,  which  constitutes  the  common 
itoclc  of  society,  that  cannot  be  taken  there. 
Some  because  they  are  prohibited  by  the  laws 
of  nature,  as  hnuEicn  and  farms ;  others  because 
they  are  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  man,  as 
slaves,  incorporated  companies,  monopdies, 
and  many  interdicted  articles ;  and  others, 
ftgain,  became  they  are  prohibited  by  statis- 
tical laws,  which  regulate  the  transportation 
ef  property,  and  virtually  confine  much  of  it 

oome,  in  consequence  of  the  expense  attending 
distant  removal ;  and  am  on;;  these  latter 
articles  are  cattle^  and  much  nf  the  property 
which  is  everywhere  to  be  found,  Tlieremeily 
iu  ^1  those  canes  is  the  same,  and  in  equally 
applicable  to  all  clansesof  proprieturx.  wliether 
living  in  Massnchuselt-sor  New  York,  or  South 
Carolina,  and  that  is  ti>  convert  nil  these 
various  kin<ts  of  property  into  the  univenal  re- 
presentative of  value,  money,  and  to  take  that 
to  these  now  regions,  where  it  will  command 
whatever  may  be  necessary  to  omfort  or  to 
prosperous  eatorpriso.  In  all  theso  instances 
the  practical  result  is  the  same,  noil  the  same 
U  the  condition  of  equality. 

"Such  a  principle  would  strike  at  indepen- 
dent and  n(>cf"'>'ary  legislation,  at  many  police 
laws,  at  Kniiitiiry  laws,  and  at  laws  for  the 

SMtection  of  public  and  private  morals.  Ar- ; 
ent  spirits,  deadly  poisons,  impleftients  of 
'niming,  a-i  well  ax  various  articles,  doubtful  i 
fo^ign  hank  bills,  among  others,  injurious  to  ' 
•  prueperottscunditiuDof  auewsiKrieiy,  woaldl  the  Constitution,  then  they  wti  wrong 


be  nlaeed  bevond  the  reach  of  legialative  in 
terdiction,  whalever  might  be  the  wants  or  Iha 
wiHhet  of  the  coaatry  upon  the  subject.  For 
the  constitutional  right  by  which  it  is  claimed 
that  thcsB  species  of  property  may  be  taken 
by  the  owners  to  the  '  territory'  of  the  United 
^tes,  cannot  be  controllod,  if  it  exist  by  tlie 
local  legislature;  for  that  might  lead,  and  in 
many  coses  would  lead,  te  the  restriction  '.f 
its  value.  •  •  »  • 

"  And  we  are  thus  brought  to  this  strange, 
practical  result:  that  in  all  con  trovers  ifl«  re- 
lative to  these  prohibited  articles,  it  is  not  the 
statute-book  of  the  country  where  they  are  to 
be  held  which  must  be  consulted  te  ascertain 
the  ri^ts  of  the  parties,  but  the  statute-books 
of  other  gOTemmeuts,  whoso  citiiens  thus,  in 
effect,  bring  their  laws  with  them,  and  hold  on 
to  them."— JA-.  Cat*,  lit  tat.  iSd  Congrtn, 

"  1  take  it  for  granted  that  what  I  have  said 
will  satisfy  the  Senate  nf  that  first  truth,  that 
slavery  does  not  exist  there  by  law,  uoless 
slavery  was  carried  there  the  moment  the 
treaty  wax  ratified  by  the  two  parties  to  the 
treaty,  under  the  operation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

"  Now,  really,  I  must  nay  that  the  idea  that 
eo  inrianli  upon  the  coiiaummation  of  the 
treaty,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
spread  iteelf  o^'cr  the  acquireil  country,  and 
carried  along  with  it  the  institution  of  slavery, 
is  so  irreconcilable  with  any  compreliension, 
or  any  reason  which  I  jiosses^f,  that  I  hardly 
know  how  to  meet  it." — Mr.  Vlay  in  ISiO. 

"  la  claiming  the  right  for  Uic  inhabitants, 
instead  of  CongreEis,  to  legislate  for  the  terri- 
tories, the  executive  proviso  assumes  that  the 
sovereignty  over  the  territories  is  vested  in  the 
former;  or,  to  express  it  in  language  used  in 
a  resolution  offered  by  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Texas  (General  Houston),  have  '  the  some 
inheront  right  of  self-government  as  the  people 
in  the  slates.'  The  nnsumption  is  utterly  un- 
founded, unconstitutional,  without  example, 
and  contrary  to  the  entire  practice  of  the  gov- 
ernment, from  itK  mmmenccment  to  the  pre- 
sent time,"— Jfr.  Cuihoiin,  Slareh  1850, 

"  How  strange,  therefore,  it  does  appear  that 
any  one  who  will  lonV  at  the  subject  should 
conclude  that  Coni^ss  con  create  or  doHtroy 
slavery  anywhere,  particularly  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  all  the  constitutional  provifionn 
look  to  its  protection !  And  notwitli standing 
nil  these,  it  is  boldly  nsxerted  that  CongreM 
hiis  the  implied  power  to  alK'lish  or  pnihibit 
■'  =-  *■-"   - — '■ 1,     The  Republican  parly 


tional ;  and  that,  therefore,  legislation  Bfjualil 
keep  it  from  the  territories.  If  these  men 
mean  that  slavery  ciista  only  in  a  certain  sec- 
tion of  the  L'nion,  llien  they  ore  right ;  but  if 
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to  prove  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  reply  that  perty,  whether  bron^t  from  the  KorCh  or  the 

slavery  may  exist  in  all  the  states  or  none,  and  South,  or  from  foreign  oountries.''— Jfi^-  Xhrng^ 

that,  too,  without  any  alteration  of  the  Consti-  las,  in  the  Senate  in  1850. 

tation ;  and  so  well  was  this  provided  for,  that  — 

all  the  guarantees  which  slavery  needs  will  Mr.  Madison  said : — 

enure  at  once  to  the  slaveholders .  upon  the  "  On  one  side  it  naturally  ooonrsy  that  the 

ailoption  of  that  institution  by  any  of  the  right  being  given  from  the  necesaity  of  the 

states.    New  York  might  determine  to-morrow  case,  and  in  suspension  of  the  great  principle 

to  establish  slaverv,  and  if  she  did,  all  the  of  self-government,  ought  not  to  be  eztendsd 

rights  which  the  slaveholders  of  Georgia  pos-  further,  nor  continued  longer,  than  the  oee^ 

sess  would  be  at  once  secured  to  those  of  that  sion  might  fairly  require, 

state,  and  she  would  be  entitled  also  to  the  "  The  questions  to  be  decided  seem  to  be; 

three-fifths  representation  on  this  floor.    All  first,  whether  a  territorial  restriction  be  an 

can  see  at  once,  therefore,  the  utter  absurdity  assumption  of  illegitimate  power ;  or,  Beoond, 

oontained  in  the  doctrine  that  slavery  is  seo-  a  misuse  of  legitimate  power ;  and  if  the  latter 

tional.     Under  our  Constitution  it  ma^  exist  only,  when  the  injury  threatened  to  the  nmtioii 

throughout  the  country  or  nowhere  in  it ;  but  from  an  acquiescence  in  the  misuse,  or  from  a 

should  it  exist,  no  matter  where,  the  Constitu-  frustration  of  it,  be  the  greater, 

tion  recognises  and  protects  it.    And  the  great  **  On  the  first  point  there  is  certunly  roooi 

principle  lying  at  the  foundation  of  this  whole  for  difference  of  opinion ;  though,  for  myself 

subject  is,  tliat  sovereignty  alone  has  the  power  I  must  own  that  I  nave  always  leaned  to  the 

to  create  or  destroy  it,  and  this  attribute  is  belief  the  restriction  was  not  within  the  tme 

possessed  neither  b^  Congress,  nor  the  terri-  scope  of  Uie  Constitution." — Letter  to  Mr,  Xmr 

torial  legislature,  which  is  but  the  creature  of  roe,  in  1820. 

our  will.  And,  sir  when  I  speak  of  sovereign  »  Hearken  not  to  the  unnatural  voice  wluch 
power.  I  mean  such  as  that  Virginia  exercised  ^^^  ^^^  ^y^^  le  of  America,  knit  to- 
rn the  ordinance  of  178  <.  and  which  she  pos-  ^^^  ^  ^  are  by  so  many  cords  of  aSeo- 
senes  to-day  over  this  subject  in  the  tern-  ^  ^.^  ^^  f^^ger  live  together  as  members 
torvcs.  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  which  she,  ^f  ^^  ^^^  fai£ily-can  So  longer  continne 
aaa  state^holds  therein. "--i/on.  M.  J.  Cravy  ^^  ^^^^^i  guardians  of  their  mutual  happir 
ford  of  Geo,,  Dec,  lb,  1856.  ness— can  no  longer  be  fellow-citisens  of  one 

,,„  ,                ,,    ,                     ^         ,.,  .^  great,  respectable,  and  flourishing   empire. 

"But  you  say  that  we  propose  to  prohibit  l^e  kindrW  blood  which  flows  in  the  veins 

by  law  your  cmiCTatmg  to  the  territories  with  of  American  citizens— the  mingled  blood  which 

your  property.    We  propose  no  such  thing.  ^      ^^^^  ^y^^^  j^  ^^^^^5^  of  their  sacred 

We  recognise  your  ridit  in  common  with  our  -{^^  consecrate  their  union,  and  excite  hor- 

own,  U)  emirate  to  the  territories  with  your  ^JJ  ^^  ^^iQ  idea  of  their  becoming  aliens,  rivals, 

property,  and  there  hold  and  enjoy  it,  in  sub-  enemies.    And  if  novelties  are  to  be  shunned, 

ordination  to  the  laws  you  may  hnd  m  force  ^^^lq^^  ^^^  ^^  ^og^  alarming  of  all  noveltifis 

^J^^^^^OMUtTj.     1  hose  laws,  m  some  respects,  ^^^le  most  wild  of  all  projects— the  most  rash 

differ  from  our  own,  as  the  laws  of  tlie  various  ^^^  ^^^  attempte,  is  that  of  rending  us  in  pieces 

states  of  this  Union  vary,  on  some  points,  from  j^  ^^^^^  ^^  preserve  our  liberties  and  pr^note 

tJie  laws  of  each  other.     Some  species  of  pro-  ^^^  happin^s.^-f^cciera/iW,  paffe  86. 

perty  are  excluded  by  law  in  most  of  the  states,  '  ^                               •          •        #. 

as  well  as  territories,  as  being  unwise,  immoral,  "Should  a  state  of  parties  anse,  founded 

or  contrary  to  the  principles  of  sound  public  on  geofrraphical  boundaries  and  other  ph^rsi- 

policy.    For  instance,  the  banker  is  prohibited  cal  distinctions  which  happen  to  coincide  with 

from  emigrating  to  Minnesota,  Oregon,  or  Cali-  them,  what  is  to  control  those  great  repulsive 

fornia,  with  his  bank.     The  bank  may  be  pro-  masses  from  awful  shocks  against  each  other!" 

prty  by  the  laws  of  Xew  York,   but  ceases  to  Letter  to  Mr,  WdUh,  dated  Nbc.  21,  1819. 
be  so  when  taken  into  a  state  or  territory 
where  ban 
So,  ardent 

toxicating  .  o  ^ 

as  property  in  m<jst  of  the  states,  if  not  all  of  that  the  Constitution  has  given  no  power  to 

them ;  but  no  citizeif,  whether  from  the  North  the  general  government  to  interfere  in  this 

or  South,  can  take  tliis  species  of  property  with  matter,  and  that  to  have  slaves  or  no  slaves 

him,  and  hold,  sell,  or  use  it  at  his  pleasure,  depends  upon  the  people  in  each  state  or  ter- 

in  all  the  territories,  because  it  is  prohibited  ritory  alone. 

by  the  local  law— in  Oregon  by  the  statutes  "  But  besides  the  constitutional  oWections, 

of  the  territory,  and  in  the  Indian  country  by  I  am  prsuadcd  that  the  obvious  tendency  of 

the  acts  of  Congress.     Nor  can  a  man  go  there  such  interferences  on  the  part  of  the  states 

and  take  and  hold  his  slave,  for  the  same  rea-  which  have  no  slaves  with  the  property  of 

son.     These  laws,  and  many  others  involving  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  others,  is  to  pio- 

eimilar  principles,  are  directed  against  no  sec-  duce  a  state  of  discord  and  jealousy  that 

tion,  and  impair  the  rights  of  no  state  in  the  will  in  the  end  prove  fatal  to  the  Union.    V 

Union.    They  are  laws  against  the  introduo-  believe  in  no  other  state  are  suoh  wild  and 

dnotioD,  sale,  and  use  of  specific  kinds  of  pro-  dangerous  sentunents  entertained  on  this  sub- 
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DiBATI  IN-  TBK  IIODSB  OT  RlPUnKTATins, 

Dec.  11, 1866,  on  thi  powib  or  CoicoBMi 

OVIK  IJL&TIRT  IN  TBI  TbRRITOKIIS,  tc. 

Mr.  Keitt.  I  uoderstand  the  pobt  to  be 
inada.  thut  one  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  mnlntaln  the  doctriae  of  squatter  »ote- 
reiKUty,  and  the  other  do  not.  One  portioD 
of  the  party  understands  that  neither  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  nur  the  territorial 
^islature  bave  the  right  to  prohibit  alaTcr; 
in  a  territory.  Another  portion  of  the  party 
believes  that  that  riRht  is  given  to  the  terri- 
torial leRislature.  Now,  sir,  the  eilpnt  ol  tlie 
constitu^nal  powers  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture, under  the  Nebraska  bill,  dejiends,  they 
UT,  upon  the  judicial  construction  of  that 
bill.  Well,  sir,  if  the  Supreme  Court  decide;  I 
that  this  power  is  not  conferred  upon  the  terri- 
torial legislature,  then  tlio  northern  portion  of  , 
the  Democratic  party  do  not  claim  the  power,  | 
but  are  satisfied  with  the  decision.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  makes  this  a  judicial  (question.  1 
shall,  at  a  proper  time,  discuss  this  question 

Mr.  H.  Habshall.  I  will  read  a  portion  of 
testimony,  which  comes  from  the  Santh  -,  and 
t  vanl.  ^uthcm  Democrats  to  respond  here  in 
the  face  of  the  nation,  whether  they  endorst 
the  sentiment.  I  read  a  statement  of  thi' 
principle  of  the  Kansas  bill  made  by  a  Senn- 
tJir  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason],  during  thix 
Bcssion,  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress ; — 

"Now,  shalwu  Uwiwus  prwentMl  in  (tw  Iwt  ODilt 
In  UHltatt  Bkblr  rrpmvnCnl  hj  Iht  brnionble  Sraili^i 

wlHt  wo  Ib^  Imd°  on  thkl  nihlocl  ■btch  vu  VTWnlBl  li> 
tbi  pollllal  plttfimi  wlopled  it  ClndnniU  by  the   Dbiik- 

K«lm£ibUL  WhitwuUiit)  ThelonilurtalpiionimeDt 
ni  B  omntHd  then  ■>  to  uluH  ctlluDa  or  all  the  lUtv. 
whEllMr  fne  or  iliiTa.  ti>  Uka  tlxlr  proprrtT  InU  lb*  Icrrt 
lorls:  and  shen  thsT  orjinlv'd  UitisHlTu,  or  wm  orm 
■tBd«ii<t«lh<liir.1n(oal)«l<Utinbod<^li<<D  lodotiT 
4sa^E>t  ttapo  or  Dnt.  TIh  ppfctflcdlOffmieo  lis  that  Dndvr 
tbo  KaniH  !■■  rltlHBi  tkom  tiM  ilaio  lUtta  mlnlit  go  ini.i 
a*  tvrilon  wtlh  Uwlr  pn>|Hrtri  riUum  from  tna  Itati.^ 
Mlfbt  fa  aa*  boldlng  do  wfa  pTonrtj,  uid.  when  thry 

Klhm  ud  mat  In  cobiddd  naikdJ  u  %  l«g]Hl«tt<B  bodj . 
T  Aonld  datormliM  obaOim-  Uh  InilltDUon  ibonld  pn- 
nil;  vb«w  (Iw  pvty  vhlcb  ttaa  bonormbln  Smitor  l>  nou 


Ihb*  pmnitBd  b^  Iho  itlAllbria  udoptod 

I  ask  the  Southern  Democrat  whether  he 
andorscs  that  as  the  philosophy  of  politicx 
npon  which  Mr.  Buchanan  trium^edT  1  aak 
him  to  assert  or  deny  it ;  for  the  fir«t  principle 
with  public  men  in  a  government  carried  on 
by  the  intelligence  and  repoeinz  on  the  virtu-' 
of  the  people,  should  be  to  eiplain  their  con- 
■truclion  of  constitutional  power  so  that  all 
may  understand  them. 

Mr.  QuiTHAK.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  bi 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  For  a  response,  without 
a  speech,  I  will.    ' 
Hr.  QciTMAM.  I  un  nady  to  mate  *  rc- 


sponsa  to  the  qaestion  for  myself  and  that 
jortion  of  the  Democratic  party  South  tliat 
tliinks  with  me,  but  1  decline  to  answer  cat*- 
^rically  and  on  the  terms  proposed.  Hoif- 
trer,  while  the  gentleman  is  defining  his  own 

Siition,  let  me  ask  him  whether  he  believM 
ngresa  poesessea  the  constitutional  power  to 
inhibit  slavery  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  while  they  are  territories  T 

Hr.  H.  Maishall.  If  so  humble  an  in- 
dividual as  myself  could  have  attracted  ths 
gentleman's  notice,  he  would  have  had  a  aat»- 
^■orical  answer  to  that  question  in  a  speeeh 
inado  by  me  during  the  last  session.  In  that 
.-ipeech  I  distinctly  stated  that  1  do  not  believa 
<>)ngres8  has  power  to  prohibit  slavery  fVom 
going  into  the  territories  of  the  United  StatM. 

Hr.  Qditkan.  I  will,  then,  ask  the  gentlo- 

Mr.  n.  Marshall.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
liavo  reversed  our  relations.  When  I  am  try- 
ing to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  Demoorabo 
oarty,  he  proposes  to  occupy  my  time  in  asoer- 
'^ining  my  position. 

Mr.  QciTMAN.  It  is  not  m;  intention  to 
embarrass  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
j  Kentucky.  My  only  object  is  to  learn  whera 
lie  stands  on  the  constitutional  power  of  Caa- 
^ress.  If  he  does  not  hold  that  Congress  baa 
I  [tower  to  inhibitslavery  in  the  territories,  thaa 
I  n-here  does  that  power  rest,  under  our  systam 
I  at  Kovemment? 

Mr.  H.  Marshall.  Twill  not  be  drawn  from 
!  my  line  of  argument ;  but,  if  I  have  time,  I 
will  answer  the  gentlemen's  question  before  I 
I  take  my  seat.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
I  the  gentleman,  with  all  his  astuteness  and  ex- 
I  perience,  and  with  my  example  before  him  of 
returning  a  categorical  answer'to  the  question 
put  me,  declines  to  answer  categorically  tha 
question  I  put  to  him. 

Mr.  Qc  I  THAN.  What  is  yonr  question  f 
Mr.  H.  Harsball.  Does  Hr.  Mason  an- 
nounce Democratic  doctrine  when  he  ooi^ 
jstruea  the  principle  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  aa  defined  in  yonr  platform  at  Cincinnati, 
to  be  that  the  people  of  a  territory,  when  or- 
ganized under  the  organic  law.  but  while  they 
remain  in  the  territorial  condition,  have  tha 
right  to  determine  for  themselves,  through  a 
territorial  legislature,  and  before  the?  aia 
about  to  adopt  fi  state  constitution,  whether  or 
not  the  institution  of  slavery  should  exist 
among  them  I 

Mr.  QciTHAH.  I  do  not  believe  that  tha 
opinion  which  the  gentieman  draws  from  th* 
short  extract  he  has  read  is  the  opinion  vt 
Hr.  Mason.  If  it  is,  then  I  dissent  from  it 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of  a  territMj 
possess  sovereignty  of  any  kind  until  that 
sovereignty  is  delegated  by  the  states,  through 
Congress,  under  the  joower  delegated  to  Oni- 
gress  to  admit  states  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  H.  Marshall.  If  the  Democratic  party 
North  hold  the  doctrine  of  squatter  sovereign^ 
as  proclaimed  by  Qeneral  (^e,  and  the  DwDO- 
cratio  party  South  hold  the  doctrine  as  atated 
by  the  gentlaman  tiw^  Hiuiaaippi,  I  wovld 
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like  to  know  on  which  of  them  Mr.  Buchanan 
was  elected  to  the  Presidency  ? 

Mr.  Quitman.  I  have  no  time  to  enter  into 
details,  or  to  refer  to  the  sentiments  held  by 
various  individuals  in  this  country.  I  stand 
on  principle,  and  go  with  those  who  hold  the 
same  principles  that  I  do.  I  have  confidence 
that  the  Democratic  party  throughout  the 
length  and  bread  tli  of  the  land  hold  the  senti- 
ments on  this  subject  which  I  have  just  ex- 
pressed. 

Mr.  McMuLLixV.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  that  the  speech  of  Senator 
Mason,  as  reported  and  read  by  the  ^n tie- 
man,  docs  not  express  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  and  every  member  from  Virginia 
upon  this  floor  rcpuJiate  the  doctrine  of  squat- 
tor  sovereignty  us  promulgated  by  General 
Cass.  A  senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trum- 
bull] came  here  this  morning  and  reported 
that  Mr.  Mason  had  made  such  a  speech  as 
the  gentleman  refers  to.  I  called  on  Mr.  Ma- 
son m  reference  tu  the  matter,  and  he  told  me 
that  he  repudiated  the  doctrine  of  that  speech, 
and  would  correct  it. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.     Ah  !  correct  it ! 

Mr.  McMuLLiN.     It  is  a  misprint. 

Mr.  II.  Mar:5Uall.  No,  it  i«»  not  a  misprint. 
I  heard  it  with  my  own  cars. 

Mr.  McMuLLiN.  D«>es  tlic  gentleman  sav 
that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason*] 
sustains  the  doctrine  of  that  speech? 

Mr.  II.  Makmoall.     I  do  not  say  what  senti- 
ments Mr.  Mason  entertains ;  nor  do  I  quote 
from  him  except  to  ascertain  the  true  Demo-  j  time   suspended  over  my  head  by  a  single 
cratic  doctrine,  an<l  to  as'Ji^t  in  establishing :  hair. 

the  j)rincij>les  decided  l.»y  the  last  election.  Mr.  Qi.'itman.  I  would  inquire  if  the  gen- 
[Laughter.]  I  eannot  f?My,  except  fn)m  the  tlonian  vot<»J  for  tlic  admission  of  Caiifurnia 
speech,  where  the  di.stiii;j;uislied  Seniitor  from  as  the  measure  was  prescntetl  by  General 
A  irijiiiia  Ktaiids.  Tavlor? 

^I^.  II.  Marsuall.     1  did  vote  for  the  ad- 

Iois^i!.^  of  Calirornia,  and  whenever  the  i;en- 

tlenian  (i<.'>iriM  it   I  shall  be  happy  to  show 

him  the  reasfjn  wliv  1  so  voted. 

Mr.  QriTM  VN  roso. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.    Mr.  Speaker,  whenever 


touch  the  questitm  that  presses.  PerhsiM 
that  is  the  kmd  of  souatter  sovereignty  which 
the  Senator  from  \irginia  is  a^nst  also. 
What  I  mean  by  squatter  sovereignty  I  will 
proceed  to  define.  I  assert  the  propositiont 
that  the  people  of  a  territory,  while  it  is  a  ter- 
ritory, wuetner  with  law  or  Without  law — no 
matter  whether  Congress  has  passed  a  law 
giving  them  the  power  or  not — ^iiave  no  rights 
and  Congress  cannot  ^ive  them  the  right,  t» 
exclude  slavery  from  that  territory. 

Mr.  McMuLLiN.     That  is  my  doctrine. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  Very  well,  that  is  what 
I  denounce  as  squatter  sovereignty.  There  I 
take  my  position,  and  there  I  took  my  positioa 
during  the  late  canvass.  And  it  was  becaiisa 
the  position  taken  by  the  Democratic  party 
upon  this  point  was  construed  to  mean  iust 
what  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
says  it  did  mean,  that  I  announced  every- 
where upon  the  stump  in  my  own  state,  that 
there  was  not  a  whit  difi'erence  between  the 
principles  put  forth  by  the  northern  branch  of 
the  Buchanan  Democracy  and  those  held  by  the 
moderate  ptrtion  of  the  Fremont  Kepubfican 
partv.  I  said  that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I 
would  not  toss  a  cc>pper  between  them,  since  the 
active  restriction  advocated  by  the  one  and  the 
sr^uatter  sovereignty  advocated  by  the  other, 
with  equal  certainty  deprived  me  ultimately 
of  my  constitutional  right.  I  had  about  as 
lief  be  told  I  should  not  carry  my  slave  to  the 
territory',  as  to  tell  me  I  might  take  him,  bnft 
that  the  swonl  of  Damocles  should  be  all  the 


But  1  do  moan  to  say  that  1  haj>ponod  to  1)0 
nrcscnt  and  heard  the  spec  'h  of  the  Senator 
irom  Virginia.  It  was  s]>i»kcn  substantially 
as  reported,  an<l  with  a  pn'risinn  that  jj'ft 
up'jn  uiv  mind  no  d(in)»t  that  lie  was  exprcss- 
nig  his  seiitiinents.     1  am  lia]  |>y  to  hriir  tisat 

he  will  cornM't  it;  and  I  am  ;:ia<l  to  know  I  attonij)t  ti»  •.'nli;rht(Mi  the  people  a^i  to  what 
fnuu  the  grntlciiiiin  fnun  \'ir;;iriia  |Mr.  Mc- ■  are  tho  prineiph's  and  doctrines  of  the  Demi>- 
l^lullin]  ihait  tl;«' ^I'litinx-nt   is  n^t  responded  I  crmir  party,  gontlonien  do  not  allow  uie  to 


:et  thmuiih  with  two  consecutive  remarks 
withonr  interru}>tion.  Let  u?*  have  fairness 
and  plainness  :ibout  this  nuitter.  I  (.^tmie  here 
wit)i  a  spee«:h  not  three  days  old,  delivered  id 
th<.'  Senate,  and  I  am  told  that  it  doe^4  not  i*<!n- 
tain  the  views  of  the  gentleman  wh«»  F(>oke  it. 
I  ]>rest»nt  statements  brought  into  the  Senate 
})y  gcntloineu  occupying  the  distinguished 
position  of  Senators,  and  I  am  told  that  tliey 
are  not  true,  that  the  Democratic  party  did 
not  go  before  the  jieople  of  the  North  declar- 
ing th(»nisidves  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of 
*•  po])ular  hovereignty,"  or  as  op|M>8ed  to  the 
extension  of  slaver v  to  the  territories, 

Mr.  Jewett.  ^^r.  Speaker,  the  reference 
()f  iny  c(dleai:ue  to  his  court<e  and  line  of  dis» 
cus-<ion  in  the  late  canvass,  renders  it  proper 
tory,  had  r.«»  sihh  j) -wo:-,  lie  was  against  that  1  shouM  propound  to  liim  a  single  que«- 
thu  in/icrcnl  popular  sovereignty,  but  did  not  I  tion.     Did  you  not,  in  your  speech  at  the  Big 


to  bv  anv  iT'V.ill'Moan  rcpros<'M(inL::  the  state  of 
>  irgiiiia  up  n  l!il^  floor. 

Mr.  McMrfj.r.v.  Not  by  any  nienilior  from 
Virginia;  and  it"llieg<'nthMMan  from  Kentucky 
will  call  upon  Senator  Mason,  he  will  learn 
that  that  S'Muitor  utterly  repudiates  the  doc- 
trine of  sjjuaiti'r  sovereignty. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  This  d«)Otrine  of  squat- 
ter so\erei;rntv  is  variousK- defined.  I  heard 
It  <lcliued  liy  a  distinguished  Democrat  in  my 
own  scctifiii  <>f  the  country  last  summer,  to  be, 
that  while  the  ]nM»ple  of  a  territory  have  the 
right  to  deiivle  on  the  (piestion  jf  the  establish- 
inr-nt  or  e.\(  lusion  of  shivery  at  the  time  of 
forming  a  constitution  and  state  government, 
the  fi:st  squattersj  before  the  passage  of  an 
organic  law  tor  the  ;r;v»'rnnicnr  of  the  terri 
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Spring,  declare  that  the  Constitution  did  not 
carry  slavery  into  the  territories  ? 

Mr.  H.  MjiRSHALL.  I  said  nothing  in  any 
speech  which  I  made  in  Kentucky,  inconsist- 
ent with  the  exact  statement  I  have  made  to- 
day. I  will  state  now  for  the  gentleman,  for 
his  party,  and  for  the  country,  that  I  du  hold 
tliat  the  Constitution  does  not  carry  slavery 
'*  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Let 
the  gentleman  make  the  most  of  that.  I  never 
li^vc  held  that  the  Constitution  carries  slavery 
iiilo  a  territory. 

Mr.  Keitt.  Does  it  carry  any  kind  of 
pn>perty  ? 

Mr.  it.  Marshall.  No,  sir,  it  does  not  carry 
any  kind  of  property  there.  Now,  let  my  c<»l- 
Iciigue  answer.  Will  my  colleague  go  before 
the  people  of  Big  Spring,  and  tell  them  that 
the  C4>nstitution  does  carry  slavery  into  the 
territories  ? 

Mr.  Jewett.     I  will. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  Then  my  collea^e  and 
I  make  the  issue  fairly.  My  position  is  this  : 
that  the  Constitution  neither  establishes  any 
domestic  institution  in  a  territory,  nor  pro- 
hibits it,  but  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  protects  whatever  of  right  exists 
there.  That  is  my  doctrine.  I  take  the  po- 
sition held  by  Mr.  Clay.  I  would  be  as  far 
from  voting  to-day  to  extend  slavery  into  a 
territory,  as  I  would  from  prohibiting  it.  I 
am  neither  an  Alx)litionist  on  the  one  side, 
nor  a  slavery  propagandist  upon  the  other.  I 
want  the  constitutional  rignts  of  American 
citizens  preser^-ed. 

Mr.  Orr  of  S.  C.  Now  I  admit  that  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  amongst  Democrats 
as  to  whether  this  feature  of  squatter  sov- 
ereignty be  in  the  bill  or  not.  But  the  great 
point  upon  which  the  Democratic  party  at  Cin- 
cinnati rested  was,  that  the  government  of  the 
territories  had  been  transferred  from  Congress, 
and,  c-arrying  out  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our 
institutions,  had  been  given  to  the  people  of 
the  territories.  I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not 
believe  in  the  doctrine  of  squatter  sovereignty. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill 
establishes  or  recognises  squatter  sovereignty 
within  the  limits  of  the  territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska ;  and  the  process  of  reasoning 
by  which  I  reach  tliat  result  is,  that  I  see  no 
authority  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  authorizes  Congress  to  pass  the 
Wilmot  proviso  or  any  anti-slavery  restrictions 
in  the  territories ;  and  I  do  not  apprehend 
how  Congress,  not  having  the  power  itself, 
can  create  an  authority  and  invest  a  creature 
with  greater  power  and  authority  than  it  pos- 
sesses itself.  I  know  there  are  other  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  Democratic  i>ariy  >\4io 
think  that  the  territorial  legislatures  are  in- 
vested with  authority  U)  prohibit  or  introduce 
slavery  within  the  territories. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
fimith]  the  other  day  struck  the  true  point  in 
this  controversy,  and  it  takes  all  the  wind  out 
of  the  sails  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  and 
leATes  him  high  and  dry  upon  land;  and  I 


inyite  hia  attention  to  the  statements  and 
guments  in  reference  to  it. 

I  say,  although  I  deny  that  squatter  sov- 
ereignty exists  m  the  territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  by  virtue  of  this  bill,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter practically  of  little  consequence  whether 
it  does  or  not ;  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  gentlemen  of  that.  The  gentleman 
knows  that,  in  every  slaveholding  community 
of  this  Union,  we  have  local  legislation  and 
local  police  regulations  appertaining  to  that 
institution,  without  whicn  the  institution 
would  not  onlybe  valueless,  but  a  curse  to  the 
community.  Without  them  the  slaveholder 
could  not  enforce  his  rights  when  invaded  by 
others ;  and  if  you  had  no  local  legislation  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  protection,  the  institu- 
tion would  be  of  no  value.  I  can  appeal  to 
every  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  repre- 
sents a  slaveholding  constituency,  to  attest  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  stated  upon  that  point. 

Now,  the  legislative  authority  of  a  territory 
is  invested  with  a  discretion  to  vote  for  or 
against  laws.  We  think  they  ought  to  pass 
laws  in  every  territory,  when  the  territoij  is 
open  to  settlement,  and  slaveholders  go  there, 
to  protect  slave  property.  But  if  they  decline 
to  pass  such  laws,  what  is  the  remedy  f  None, 
sir.  If  the  majority  of  the  people  are  opposed 
to  the  institution,  and  if  they  do  not  desire  it 
engrafted  upon  their  territory,  all  they  have  to 
do  IS  simply  to  decline  to  pass  laws  in  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature  for  its  protection,  and  then 
it  is  as  well  excluded  as  if  the  power  was  in- 
vested in  the  territorial  legislature,  and  exer- 
cised by  them,  to  prohibit  it.  Now,  I  ask  the 
gentleman,  what  is  the  practical  importance 
to  result  from  the  agitation  and  discussion  of 
this  question  as  to  whether  squatter  sovereignty 
does,  or  does  not,  exist  ?  Practically  it  is  a 
matter  of  little  moment. 

Mr.  11.  Marshall.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  take  the 
position,  that  if  it  is  his  constitutional  right  to 
take  his  negro  into  Kansas,  or  any  other  terri- 
tory, he  believes  tliat  his  right  becomes  of  no 
practical  consequence  unless  he  has  a  territo- 
rial legislature  which  will  protect  him  in  hold- 
ing that  property  ? 

Mr.  Orr.  No,  sir.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  lives  in  a  slaveholding  state,  and 
knows  that  there  must  be  peculiar  laws  passed 
within  the  limits  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  that  peculiar  species  of  property. 
Suppose  a  party  in  a  territory  inveigles  away 
his  slave,  and  there  is  no  law  making  it  a 
criminal  offence,  how  do  you  reach  him? 
Suppose  an  individual  harbors  your  slave 
while  in  the  territory,  what  remedy  have  you 
against  him?  What  remedy  have  you  to 
enforce  the  rights  of  the  owner  against  trcs- 

{>assors  and  intermeddlers,  unless  you  have  a 
ocal  legislature  to  pass  laws  to  enforce  those 
rights?  I  undertake  to  say  that  in  the  state 
01  Kentucky,  if  there  were  no  local  legislation 
to  protect  the  institution,  the  institution  would 
be  an  unmitigated  curse  to  the  country. 
Mr.  H.  Marshall.    The  Constitution  pro- 
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tecte  the  slave  as  prof>erty.  It  dooa  not  estab- 
lish slavery  or  foruid  it  in  a  territory.  When 
the  citizen  goes  into  the  territory  with  his 
slave,  holding  him  as  property,  the  political 
law  of  this  country  protects  him  in  nis  pro- 
perty, whatever  that  property  is  of  right,  and 
the  common  law  of  England  furnishes  him  the 
remedies  to  assert  his  right  If  my  slave  is 
beaten,  I  can  maintain  trespass — if  he  is  con- 
verted or  detained,  I  can  maintain  detinue  or 
trover.  The  remedies  I  draw  from  the  com- 
mon law,  the  right  to  my  slave  from  the  rela- 
tion legally  osta!)lished  m  a  state,  and  which 
docs  nut  change  by  my  passage  to  a  territory 
of  my  own  country,  where  no  law  proliibits  it. 
Mr.  Orr.  I  suspect  that  the  only  common 
law  which  the  gentleman  could  appeal  to 
would  be  the  common  law  of  the  territory.  It 
certainly  would  not  be  the  common  law  of 
England.  The  Constitution  ^f  the  United 
States  gives  to  me,  or  recognises,  all  the  mere 
right  of  property  I  care  to  have  in  my  slaves 
in  a  territory,  it  recognises  and  enforces  it. 
It  is  not  the  right  otprajterty  in  slaves  I  speak 
of  as  requiring  protection  ;  but  it  is  the  local 
legislation  of  the  territory  to  prevent  that  pro- 
perty being  trespassed  upon,  tampered  or  in- 
terfered with  by  others. 

But  I  pass  on.  The  gentleman  said  he  told 
his  ctmstituents,  as  I  understood  him,  that  he 
would  not  give  the  Uysa  of  a  copper  between 
the  Buchanan  Democracy  of  the  North  and 
the  Fremont  party.* 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  I  want  to  be  undeiv 
stood  on  tbis  subject. 

Mr.  Orr.     And  I  wish  to  understand  the 
gentleman  ;  for  the  comparison  he  inude  was  i 
to  me  Moinewhat  singular. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.     I  said  that  I  would  not 
give  the  toRs  of  a  coi»]>er  for  a  choifC  botwooii 
the  Wihnot-provisoism  of  Mr.  Fremont  and  \ 
tlie  squatter-sovereignty  doctrine  of  the  Nortli- 
ern  Democracy. 

Mr.  Orr.  Am  I  to  understand  that  the 
gentleman,  in  the  last  presidential  contest,  did 
not  care  the  toss  of  a  copper  whether  the  De- 
mocratic or  the  Kepublican  party  was  suc- 
cessful ? 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  If  the  gentleman  is  m)t 
astute  enough  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
a  remark  in  regard  to  my  general  policy  and 
one  in  reference  to  a  particular  position,'  then 
I  cannot  expect  him  to  understand  me.  I  re- 
fer the  gentleman  to  the  connexion  in  which 
I  made  the  remark  on  which  he  comments.  I 
was  speaking  of  (he  ])ractical  conseciuences 
of  the  construction  referre<i  to,  and  said  that 
they  were  the  same  to  us  whether  we  had  the 
Wilmot  proviso  or  squatter  sovereignty.  If  I 
was  to  he  hung,  I  would  not  care  whether  it 
was  with  a  rope  or  a  grape  vine.    [Laughter.] 

•  The  liOiiiloun  (\n.)  Df mncratic  Mirror,  upcaktn^  of  n 
Hp<»M*h  iimiii*  by  Hun.  HuuipLrey  Marahall,  at  I^eenbur):, 
ircently.  My*: — 

*•  II*?  wn«  ali-o  very  gerere  upon  Mr.  Barhiinftn,  chargMl 
htm  with  lN>ing  the  ^}uatt«r  Rovereignty  candidate  of. the 
Niirth.  Hiid  dfi!lart!il  that  be  would  as  leave  aee  John  C. 
fremnnt.  i)r  the  Devil  hloii>elf,  made  President,  as  Jameit 
Bschanan.'' 


If  both  views  take  away  from  me  my  ooiistit» 
tional  rights,  it  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  deprivation  he  sudden,  or  slow  but  cer- 
tain. 

Mr.  Orr.  Did  the  gentleman  feel  no  intei^ 
est  in  the  presidential  contest  iust  closed,  m 
between  the  Democratic  and  the  Hepublicaa 
party? 

Mr.  n.  Marshall.  I  believed  that  tlie  Re- 
publican party  only  presented  tlic  distinctive 
feature  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  on  the  sLaverT 
question,  and  that  it  did  not  present  any  ad- 
ministrative question. 

Mr.  Stanton.  It  presented  the  question 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  U.  Marshall.  The  fact  is  that  I  did 
not  examine  the  platform  of  the  Kepublican 
party  very  ck>sely  and  fully.  I  stopi>ed  at  the 
threshold.  Learning  tlieir  doctrine  of  Con- 
gressioual  power  to  jirohibit  slavery  in  the 
territories,  I  knew  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them;  and  in  regard  to  the  Cincinnati 
platform  I  found  myself,  as  in  days  gone  by, 
with  all  my  antagonism  tp  the  Democratic 
party.  With  reference  t<.)  one  tiling.  I  never 
did  know  whether- there  was  any  platform  on 
it  or  not.  I  allude  to  the  fon^gn  mdicy  of  the 
country.  Sometimes  it  was  said  that  tne  reso- 
lutions on  that  subject  were  a  part  of  ilie  plat- 
form, and  at  others  that  it  made  little  differ- 
ence how  men  felt  alK>ut  them. 

Mr.  Orr.  The  gentleman  replies  to  my 
question  with  a  good  deal  of  qualification.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  my  obtuseness  which 
prevents  me  from  clearly  seeing  what  is  his 
answer.  Let  me  ask  him  another  quest i4in. 
What  would  have  been  bis  posit  inn  if  Mr. 
Filluinn'  luul  been  out  of  the  way?  Or,  if  it 
was  evident  tlmt  Mr.  Fillmore  eoiild  i.ut  be 
eleelcd.  ])y  wliitli  party,  the  Deiuoorali*.'  ur 
llepubHean,  does  bo  think  the  best  intere&ts 
of  the  i'(»untry  w<)uld  l>e  substTvod  ? 

Mr.  11.  Maumiall.  I  never  contemplated 
tliat  ]»ni|'i!^ition,  as  I  always  knew  be  wuuld 
})e  in  tlie  way ;  ami  what  there  is  uf  us,  we 
always  will  keep  in  the  way. 

Speech  of  Hon.  W.  H.  Knolisii,  or  Indiana, 

DELIVKKKD    IN    THE    lloL'>E   OF    KErRE:)ENTA- 

TiVEs,  lH:('EMnEU  IT,  l.sSC). 

The  ll'Mise  bavin;;  umler  eonsideration  the 
questiini  of  rulerrin;^  the  l*r»*sident's  mes.'^uge 
to  the  ConuuitK'e  of  the  Wh«)le  on  the.  state  of 
the  Union,  and  the  printing  of  ton  thousand 
copies  thereof, 

Mr.  FiNCLisii  said : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  not  sought  the  flixir 
upon  any  previous  oecasion  during  this  ses- 
sion, not  only  because  of  a  general  <lisinoIiiia- 
tion  to  speak,  but  also  because  I  deem  the  dis- 
cussion which  is  going  on  in  reference  to  the 
President's  message  as  siutiewbai  uninterest- 
ing and  un])r(iiitable  to  this  Iluuse  and  the 
ccmntry.  I  always  regret  to  hear  the  i(uestion 
of  African  slaverv  dibcussed  in   these  hulls. 

m 

In  my  humble  juilgment,  it  would   be  wisier 
and  better  for  Congress  to  consume  less  time 


SQUATTER  SOTBREiaNTr.  617 


in  taOdDg  about  this  delicate  and  daneerone  "l  *^  S*Sf^  ^J^  iMakm  if  ^mpptm  tb« 

«.iv:>.^i.   ^^A  ^^^^  :»  ««4a«^:.«»   ♦«  ^k^  1<>»;4:  ?•*>?*•  <>'  "»•  North— of  Ohio,  P«ni^TlT«nla,  IndianA.  aod 

subject,  and  more  in  attending  to  the  legiti-  EiSoin-win  ame  to  the  «xteiuion  <i  tUr^y  int..  Kaimm. 

mate  business  of  legislation.       As  a  general  Tboy  expeet  that  territory  to  eomo  Into  the  Union  at  • 

ihinir,  sir,  the  speeches  of  eentlemen  upon  the  H?*  "*^  undw  aUdrcunwtwicea.  i  am  ror«  tiiat  6v«i 

•i^   *I  1.       ""^  oj/^^^Mwv*  i^w    Mvu.%.     -t^         li  tboM  who  aro  oppowd  to  me  in  politics,  and  oominfffttim 

Republican  side  have  been  mere  rehashes  of  the  free  itates,  will  admit  laeh  to  he  the  ezpecution  of 

those  uttered  by  them  upon  the  stump  during  **»*  people.    They  were  led  to  believe  it  will  be  a  ftw 

AV-.  1^4.-.  ^^^^^Ji   ^^A  T  Xn  ««.*  4u:»u  *!«»:.  «.— T  ■*»^  "^  voted  onder  that  imprcceioo.    Had  not  tnA 

the  late  canvass,  and  I  do  not  think  their  ora-  been  the  cane,  Buchanan  and  B^enridge  nerer  would 

torical  efforte   are   of  a  character  likely  to  do  bare  reeeiTcd  any  of  their  Totea.** 

much  good,  or  to  change  the  political  senti-  .    , 

mento  of  anybody.    Perhaps  tnere  has  been  **  again : 

no  more  striding  instence  of  this  than  in  the  **The  Demoeratk  party  of  the  North,  instead  of  taking 

««e  of  my  colleague.  fMr.  Cumback,]  who  ad-  Jft^TipT^tr^r^t.'^Siru^ 

dressed   the    House    this    morning,      sir,    the  determine,  then  Kanmi  might  come  hi  as  a  daTe  atata^ 

rinte  made  by  my  colleague  are  the  same,  if  ^•^^  ^«  *«»•»  »p*  in-isted  that  it  wonu  oome  in  as  « 

^:<.»»kA  ^^i    «:«/!«   K-,  k;«.   «rw^«   w»««!r  o  ^'^  ■'•^^    They  themMfUee  declared  their  determinatioB 

mistake   not,    made    by   him   upon   many  a  to  resist  the  extennion  of  slavery,  and  to  resist  eren  ib» 

stump  during  the  late  canvass  ;  and,  if  I  am  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  state." 

correctly  informed,  he  had  the  field  all  to  him- 


make  a  speech  during  the  whole  canvass,  feel  it  my  duty  to  repel  these  charges  because 

Now,   Mr.  Speaker,  if  my  colleague,   after  Indiana  is  my  native  state,  wid  because  I  have 

having  occupied  some  two  months  of  time  in  ^een  identified  from  boyhood  with  her  gaUant 

making  this  speech  before  the  people,  where  Democracy.    With  them  I  have  stood  in  many 

he  was  unanswered  by  his  competitor,  failed  a  hard-fought  contest,  have  reioiced  over  their 

to  convince  them  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  many  victories,  and  mourned  over  their  de- 

gwitions,  how  can  he  hope  to  convince  this  feats,  which,  thank  heaven,  have  been  very  few 

ouse  upon  the  present  occasion?    He  and  ^^  number.    Notwithstanding  the  advent  of 

his  doctrines  were  repudiated  at  home  by  a  ma-  new  political  oreaniiations,  and  the  mutation 

jority  of  some  fifteen  hundred,  notwithstand-  of  things  generally,  I  have  never  found  it  ne- 

mg  he  had  been  elected  at  the  preceding  elec-  f ^^57,  ^  .^'^  1  !!.Y.!il^®  .l^*L  ^'  ^ 

tion  by  I  "  ~"''  *^  *'~ 

He  twits 

demned  l^  —  ^_.j.__, „ -      -j     •  u  l  •  is  •    i 

own  unqualified  condemnation ;  and  when  he  compared  with  any  other  party,  as  mfinitely 

arraigns  the  Democracy  of  the  North  he  seems  preferable  and  better  for  the  safety  and  proa- 

to  forget  that  his  position  may  be  likened  to  Parity  of  the  country.     It  is  a  "  healthy  orttir 

that  of  the  man  found  guilty  by  a  jury  of  his  nization,"  and  under  it  the  people   breathe 

country,  who  asserts  the  right  to  change  posi-  freer  and  deeper,  because  it  respects  the  righte 

tions  with  the  prosecutor,  placing  himself  in  «f  all»  »nd,  in  spite  of  every  fanatical  combi- 

that  character  and  the  prosecutor  in  the  box  nation,  stands  firmly  by  the  Constitution  and 

of  the  prisoner.     He  should  rather  speak  of  the  Union.   Sir,  I  am  proud  of  the  old-fashioned 

the  Democracy  of  Indiana  in  the  spirit  of  that  Democratic  party,  and  feel  like  clinging  to  it 

language  applied  by  one  of  old  to  his  enemy :  ^th  the  afiection  which  Ruth  manifested  for 

Naomi.     It  has  stcKwi  the  Union's  friend  in  the 

"Great  let  me  call  him,  for  he  conquered  me,"  time  of  the  Union's  greatest  peril.    May  I  not 

«.     T  J        ^   •        'xi-  xt     •  ^     x«         i»  i»  1  refer,  with  feelings  of  pride,  to  the  fiict,  that 

Sir,  I  do  not  nse  with  the  intention  of  fol-  j^  ^i.^  j^^^  ^  struggle,  Indiana,  my  own 

lowing  the  example  which  has  been  set  by  my  ^^i^,.^  ^^^fl^^r,  so  to  speak,  loomed  up  the 

colleague  and  others  in  making  any  extended  ^^^^^^  Democratic  state  of  the  North-giving 

remarlb.     I  only  sought  the  floor  for  the  pur-  ^  i  majority  over  the  combined  enemy 

pose  of  answermg  certem  charges  which  have  ^^an  any  other— and  may  I  not,  as  one  of  her 

representatives,   claim  the  attention   oi 
House    and    the   country    in    repelline 

...,,,,  ,,  1     -J  1.  charges  brought  by  the  Black  Kcpubl....»« 

pied  in  the  late  canvass.    It  was  charged  by         j^^gj.  ^^0  consistency  and  soundnew  of  her 

my  colleaj^e.  that  the  Democratic  party  of  In-  ^^i^^^  Democracy  T 

link  I  know  something  ( 
y  occupied  in  the  late  ca 

,  .  ^  ,  ,  *  «— *.  ^^  pardoned  for  claiming  -^  . . .^ 

gentlemen,  m  even  stronger  language,  and  of  their  position  than  the  geutleman  from  Ohio, 

gwUcularly  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  rj^j^  Sherman,]  who  attended  none  of  their 

Sherman,]  of  Kansas-investigating-committee-  Public  meetingi  has  no  sympathy  or  associar 

humbug  notoriety,  who  said :  ^^^^  ^j^l^  ^^^^^  ^„j^  ^^f  ^^^^^  ^^^^  have  re- 

"From  what  I  heaid  and  hare  read,  I  am  satinfled  that,  ceived  his  information  from  Others — ^perhaps 

taOhio  and  Indiana,  the  »Bmoc«tic  1^^  through  a  colored  medium.    I  under  ake  to 

the  qnestion  of  the  repeal  of  the  Bflssoori  compromise.**  ^P  i.i.         ^     i.  ^       •  ^u 

e    ^e     e     e     iT^  m     m     e     e*^*     e     e  Say  there  was  no  attempt  at  eyiftton  on  to* 
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part  of  tbc  Democratic  party  of  my  state  in  the 
late  contest.  Thoy  fouj^Iu  the  great  buttle  on 
tho  principles  ouunciuced  by  the  Cineiniiuti 
convention.  There  was  no  attempt  to  dinl^e 
the  is-sues.  They  inaJe  the  ti;^hi  fairly  niul 
squarely,  u))on  broad  national  princi[>ies;  und 
my  coLlea;;ue  and  his  ussticiates  of  ilie  oriier 
side  ou;j:ht  to  be  the  last  men  to  accuse  the 
Democratic  party  of  Indiana  with  any  desire 
to  pander  to  the  spirit  of  abolitionism.  They 
know,  or  ou;rht  to  know,  thai  in  their  own 
ranks  were  not  only  to  liC  found  Free-Soilers 
but  Abolitionists.  Yes,  sir,  the  lowest  and 
most  God* forsaken,  nigger-stealing  Abolition- 
ists were  to  be  found  in  that  state  doing  battle 
aeainst  the  national  Democracy,  side  by  side 
with  my  colleague  and  the  leaders  of  the 
Black  Republican  party ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  of  the  Know-Nothing  party  also.  I  find 
in  the  Louisville  Courier  the  following: 

"  A  Conductor  os  the  U.  0.  H.  R.  C\pturei> — St^rtuxq 
I>>V£L>>i'MK\T.s.— On  Sunday  morning  tho  Kov.  WIUi:iin  An. 
d«r.4<)ii,  a  tall  yellow  iie^m,  ariue>I  with  a  carpet  hny[  full  of 
inciMjili.-iry  doi'Uini>nt<,  wnn  cnpiuml  on  thu  mall  Im».ii  Tel»> 
IpHph  No.  :i,  liy  offlcors  Uli:rh  and  Powull.  Tlii^y  tfM)k  him 
yentcrJuy,  on  the  iitiMiuer  SufMrlor.  to  CarroUton,  wht-rt*  his 
pru.'i-ncK  wai  in  fjotkt  doinand.  a  reward  of  $i}UO  hariu/  been 
ofT^^rt'd  for  hlA  apprvhttnKiim  by  the  citizeua  of  tliat  plure. 
This  ebuny  reverend  had  li**un  en^ni^tHl  tur  some  tioiD  in  the 
employ  of  his  white  AU>lition  breihrKU  at  the  North,  in 
running  off  nla^e  propiTty  n*.im  this  i<tat(*  to  the  Iiypothoti- 
cal  fnit  Moil  of  tho  North.  He  hna  been  particularly  atten- 
tiFf  Ui  the  ne;;ru  owners  about  Carroll  tun  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky,  rarryiii)(  off  the  KUveit  in  gantn. 

*•  Aiiilervm  hi  a  cAam  leader  and  ahoutiug  dertcyman  In 
the  Methi^tiMt  KpiKCopal  Church  North,  and  chief  of  the 
Ab<)Iiliontstit  in  .Maiiitton.  He  carries  with  him  the  records 
of  thif  flucial  fmternity  iuHtitut4>d  by  our  up-river  ueiKhbors, 
and  U  the  ^rand  emissary  of  that  soeiety  to  promote  humuii 
libiTty.  bi'lievin^.  with  the  Journal  of  thl:4  city,  tliat  ail  men 
are  trntltled  to  lil><>rty,  no  mutter  of  whnt  colnr. 

"In  the  p<»sjM*Mion  of  AndiTson  were  found  wveral  do<'u- 
meiit<<  im|ill<*atinic  distin>;uii<hi><|  pcrjiouM  in  the  North  in 
Oil?  I'uu-H  of  n»';;ro-.».tealin}5.  Wh^n  proper  w(i  shall  make 
8uc;i  •.•xi)0'mr"8  in  niny  be  vn-Offis-Ary.  It  it  «»vident  thiit 
thi'<  I"  but  oni'  of  n  nan^r  of  men  n^jjolirly  P*''*  ^*y  reli'^ioux 
iKi-'»i»»M  a>  the  North,  t'>  stoil  our  ^hivvf*  and  briKHl  iiisur- 
P'<'*i  "n.-iry  fii'lln^s  anionir  them.  It  is  j^nitifyitif;  to  know 
thdt  lie  has  bven  arrc^titl  in  hi:*  infamous  career." 

Xuw,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  "  Rev.  "William  An- 
derson''  was  an  ally  of  mv  collcairuo  in  the 
lat'M^anvass.  [Lau;;iiter.J  Like  my  collea^^ue 
h^  sriimpud  a  portion  of  Indiana,  denouncing; 
tiie  Domocratit:  party,  savin":  that  they  were 
pro-.slaverv  in  belief  and  sentiment,  and  in  fa- 
vor of  the  extension  of  that  institution.  This 
saine  man  made  abolition  speeches  in  my  own 
district.  lie  is,  I  am  t^»lil,  as  black  as  the  ace 
of  .'^padc.> — a  regular  full-blooded  ne;5ro,  not 
only  in  .'jcntiment  but  in  color.  |Lau';hter.] 
And  yet  the  men  who  acted  with  such  sable 
di-ciplo"*  as  "the  Kev.  William  Anderson," 
conic,  here  and  denounce  the  DennMiratic  party 
3f  t!)e  North  with  having;  Abolition  proclivi- 
tie-;  I  While  nej;roes  were  ff^'m^  to  the  pidlH 
in  Oiiio,  and  votin;^  to  send  Black  Republicans 
U.)  this  House,  ne<;roes  in  Indiana  were 
tra\oilin;i;  about  makin;;  Republican  stump 
Bpi'cchcs  I 

Mr.  CuMBACK.  Do  I  understand  my  col- 
lea;rue  to  say  that  the  individual  to  whom  he 
refers  canvassed  my  district  with  me  ? 

Mr.  Kncusii.  I  say  that  this  negro  made 
Bla>'k  Republican  speeches  at  the  same  time 
Diy  colleaj;ue  was  making  similar  speeches. 


They  wore  hail  fellows  well  met — brethren  id 

one  cause. 

Mr.  Cl'MBack.  lie  may  have  innile  f>peech- 
es,  but  1  never  saw  the  man.  Ho  unuie  no 
speeches  in  my  district. 

Mr.  Enulisii.  This  man.  and  (I  l>elipve) 
other  colored  men,  made  spoe.dies  in  the  north- 
em  part  of  the  state.  It  is  known  to  the 
country,  that  on  several  o<;casi«)ns  these  Re* 
publicans — I  mean  the  black  ones — were  senl 
tu  meet  (Governor  Willard  when  he  was  caii> 
vassin^  Indiana  on  broad  national  priiiciplee, 
which  would  be  held  sound  in  any  itoutui  part 
of  tlve  United  States. 

Mr.  Colfax.  I  have  heard  something  about 
this  Mr.  Anderson  ;  and  I  will  state  what  1 
have  heard.  He  was  sent  up  to  Elkhart  coaD- 
ty,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  the 
Republican  Central  Committee  utterly  repu- 
diated him.  It  was  charj^e<l  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  had  sent  him  there  to  make 
speeches.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  English.  I  have  never  heard  that 
charge,  and  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it 
is  true.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is  not  true,  lie  was  a 
Black  Republican  in  principle,  lie  spoke 
what  he  believed,  and  was  encouraged  to  80 
speak  by  his  Black  Republican  allies  with 
white  faces.     [Lau;;hter.] 

Mr.  Cumback.  I  have  no  disposition  to  em- 
barrass my  colleague,  lie  says  that  these 
colored  speakers  ware  sent  to  meet  Gov.  Wit- 
lard  during  the  oanvass.  Did  not  Oovernor 
Willard  invite  any  speaker,  black  or  white,  to 
meet  him  ?  and  did  he  not  back  out  when  the 
bhn;k  one  came? 

Mr.  Enolish.  If  Governor  Willard  «'m,t 
invited  any  man  to  meet  him,  he  always  pri»v- 
ed  himself  eipial  to  the  occasion,  and  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  shrink  fntm  any  contest  with 
his  political  enemies  which  a  gentleman  might 
honorably  engage  in.  If  he  backdl  out  frt>m 
an  association  on  the  stump  with  a  negro,  as 
I  presume  ho  did,  it  was  more  than  many 
of  my  colleague's  associates  would  have  dime. 

Now,  with  a  view  of  showing  the  position 
the  Democratic  party  of  Indiana  did  occupy 
in  the  late  canvass^ an<l  als(»  with  tho  further 
view  of  showing  the  position  the  Black  Republi- 
can and  the  Know-Xothing  parties  occupii*d  in 
the  same  canvass  in  my  state,  I  will  read  the 
resolution  of  the  Indiana  Fusion  convention, 
a<lopted  May  1,  18">(),  being  the  same  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Mr.  Mortem,  tho  fiisitin 
camlidate  for  governor,  at  the  late  elect i^iu  : 

•'  J{fAi>lttt1.  That  we  un*  un<'«imi>n»mislnjrly  nppii«i>d  to  lh« 
extennon  of  HlaviTy;  ami  tlial  wh  utt<-rly  rHpiniiate  thf 
plattnnn  cif  |iriiiri|tI(<N  adopted  \i\  the  «flf-filyliil  Iit-mncratk 
ci>nventii*iMif  tlilKMlnte.  i>ndi»rt>inj;aiida]iproviu);  the  K«n*4l 
anti  NehruKku  iniquity. 

••  /iV.*.Vrr'/.  Tliat  we  will  rehirtt.  hy  all  pr»»p«'r  n1<•llnf^  tbt 
.idmi-hion  of  any  slare  htat«>  into  thin  I'niiai.  fiinnrd  not 
of  llie  terriu»rie8  Mecured  tu  freedom  hy  th«  MifMfUn  eon- 
proniiMe,  or  ttUie.nciite.'* 

Now,  these  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a 
state  cimvention  of  Black  Republicans  and 
Know-Nothings,  and  they  show  conclusiTcly 
not  only  the  position  which  tho  DemocratM 
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pnrtj  occupied,  Lut  Iho  position,  also,  of 
thiH  fusion  party.  The  Demucratiu  pftrtj 
BTovreii  Itself  in  fanir  of  the  principles  and 
ductrincd  of  the  Kansns-Nebnukn  bill,  whilt' 
the  Republican  piirtj  repuiiiatrd  tlimte  due- 
trine:',  aiiU  annnuuced  to  the  vurhl  tliat  they 
were  upjwfcJ  to  the  eitenaiun  of  tiliivery  uudor 
sny  mid  all  i:in;uuiiitaiiucs,  and  would  nut  vote 
ti)  udiiiit  a  slate  if  sho  presented  herself  with 
«  cuDstltutioD  lolcratin;;  slavery,  even  though 
it  iliould  be  tlie  unaniiuouR  wish  of  the  people 
of  the  territory.  And  what  is  more,  this  samt 
uiaDMortun.whowaftDominatedhythatcuaTen-^ 
tioD  a^  the  Fojiioa  candidate,  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  oelebrated  Pittsburgh  convention, 
over  which  Mr.  Blair  presided,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  resolutions.  And 
yet,  sir,  in  a  contest  lietwceu  this  man.  cover- 
ed all  over  with  Frce-S.iilii<m,  and  standing; 
upon  the  sectional  olntfurm  which  i  have 
read,  and  Governor  Willanl,  who  stiiod  upon 
broad  national  grounds,  I  re;|;rct  to  say  thai 
not  only  the  Block  Itepublican  party  support- 
ed MorloQ,  but,  in  the  m;un,  the  Know-No- 
thing party  did  the  same  thing.  And  i 
may  be  a  matter  of  Kurprise  to  aouio  persona 
npon  this  Hiior,  I  will  state  that  in  a  contest 
of  this  kind  liolwcen  sectionalism  njwQ  onesidc, 
anil  nationalism  ni>un  the  other,  involving  th« 
lU'st  vital  inlerc«ls  of  the  South,  in  a  ucigli- 
buring  state,  and  in  tho  district  a'^oining  Che 
one  I  represent,  in  tlie  district  represented  bv 
the  ublo  and  distinj^uishcd  gentleman  who  ad- 
dressed the  House  the  other  day,  [Mr.  II.  Mor- 
shall.J  tlie  I/iuisville  Journal,  the  orj^n  of 
tlie  Know-Nolhing  party  in  that  region  of 
country,  enciuraged  his  Know-Sothing  bre- 
thn^u  of  Indiana  to  rush  to  the  rescue  in  aid 
of  thiit  alHilitinnist,  Morton,  in  order  tii  defeat 
Willard.  and  prostrate  the  Democratic  party. 

3Ir.  II.  M.iRsuALL.  I  merely  wish  to  correct 
a  mi^uppretieiision  of  the  gentleman  in  repre- 
ecDting  tlie  Louisville  Journal  as  my  organ. 
He  is  mistaken  in  point  of  fact ;  and  when  he 
speaks  of  tho  paragraph  in  that  paper  to  which 
be  hns  alluded — nnicn  I  never  saw,  but  bare 
heard  commented  upon — I  merely  desire  to 
>ay,  that  the  suggestion  imputed  to  that  jour- 
nal— and  correctly,  I  presume — of  a  desire 
upon  the  part  of  that  journal  that  the  Knuw- 
hothings  of  Indiana  should  take  part  in  the 
election  of  Morton  an  ajn'mst  Willard,  docs 
not  find  a  response  in  the  Know-Sothing  party 
iu  my  KTL'tion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  K.-iOLisii.     I  have  no  desire  to  miere- 

S resent  the  gentleman,  and  certainly  shall  not 
Oiio  intentionally ;  bnt  the  fact  is  notorious, 
that  in  several  articles  preceding  the  election, 
tho  Know- Nothings  of  Indiana  were  encour- 
aged and  solicited  to" cast  their  votes  fiir  Mor- 
ton as  against  Governor  Willard.  Hero  is  one 
ftrtido  from  the  Journal,  which  will  do  for  a 


Such  hints  as  thehe  met  with  a  cordial  re- 
sponse on  the  part  of  the  Know-Nothing  bra- 
thren  in  Indiana.  Listen  to  the  foltuwing 
neremptory  order  issued  to  the  faithful  by  the 
Now  Albany  Tribune,  the  chief  orgikn  of  the 
party  in  that  state,  nod  which  is  published 
within  four  miles  of  the  Louisville  Journal : 


In  pie^  if  F.lli 


I  think  the  gentlembn  from  Kentucky  will 
not  make  an  issue  wuh  me  touching  this  pointy 
that  the  Know-Nuitiings  of  Indiana,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  suettestiuns  of  the  greikt  organ  of 
that  partv  in  li^s  own  state,  generally  voted 
with  the  blari  Republican  party  and  with  th« 
Abolition  is  te  for  this  man  Morton  and  tho  rest 
of  the  fusiou  state  ticket.  And  I  undertake 
to  say,  thai,  not  only  did  llie  Know-Nothinge 
of  Indiana  pursue  that  course,  but  that  many 
of  the  Know-Nuthings  of  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  that  particular  region,  svmpathiiad 
with  the  Black  Republiuans  and  with  the  Abo- 
litionists in  their  contest  with  the  national 
Democracy. 

Mr.  ILMMtsBALL.  I  desire  to  know  of  the 
Ecnllcnian  whether,  when  be  speaks  of  tiia 
Know-Notbings  of  Indiana,  be  means  Iha 
Fillmore  men  of  Chat  slate,  and  wliether  he 
means  to  represent  here  that  the  Fillmore 
men  of  tlie  state  of  Indiana  coat  their  vote* 
for  Morton  T 

Mr,  ENGLisn.  I  do ;  and  I  have  the  evi- 
ilcnce  uf  the  New  Albany  Tribune,  and  many 
jther  uf  the  Fillmore  organs  of  Indiana,  to 


I  the 


r  the  a: 


Mr.  II.  M.iRsnALi..  I  ask  the  gentleman 
trhctber  he  does  not  know  that  tho  Hon.  Ri- 
jhnrd  W,  Tllomn.^on — whose  character  is 
Icnown  to  cvcryboily  there,  and  who  stood  at 
:he  hca<l  of  the  Fillmiire  ticket  in  the  etale  oif 
Indiana — was  on  tbo  stump,  as  actite  an  ad- 
rocatu  of  WilUrd's  election  as  the  gctiilemon 
jimsclf! 

Mr.  EsciUsH.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  entire  Know-Notblng  p.irty  uf  Indiana  vo- 
ted for  Morton,  hut  iriu-'nO.';/  ihcy  did.  There 
were  a  few  ho:ii)raljlc  e\i-P]ition.t.  I  licliove 
tir.  Tb<imps<)n  did  not  su|.port  Willard — at 
least  upon  the  stump,  or  with  his  vote — hut, 
lieing  a  national  man,  it  is  likely  his  sympa- 
Ihies  were  with  the  Democratic  [uirty  us 
against  the  Bla.'k  Republican. 

There  were  only  32*24  more  votes  cost  at 
the  prcsidrutial  election  than  at  the  govern o^a 
fllectioi),  Mr.  Buchanan  receiving  but  GDI  more 
otes  tliun  Willard;  thu  firmer  receiving 
Ig.GTO  v>.tcs,  and  the  Jatler  117,'JKl.  Morton 
Bceived  112.139vDtes,FrcminilH-1T6,nnd  Fill- 
>ore22,3S0.  These  figures  show  conclusively, 
ihat  the  Fillmore  party  of  Indiana,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  voted  for  Morton  and  die 
Republican  state  ticket,  and  that,  too,  with 
ihe  full  knowledge  that  the  result  uf  that  oon- 
leet  wonld  have  a  great  influence,  and  WOoU. 
peihkpa deodtt— wL \iMA'&<ft^'toriJ«»  ■'I'hit. 
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fate  of  the  presidential  election  itself.  Of  the 
22,386  men  in  that  state  who  voted  for  Fill- 
more, I  have  no  idea  that  over  one  thousand 
voted  for  Willard. 

I  suppose  I  need  not  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  the  Louisville  Journal  be  the  organ 
of  the  Know-Nothing  p!^rty  in  Kentucky.  I 
will  venture  to  ask  hini  whether  it  is  not  gen- 
erally reci^gnised  as  such  ? 

Mr.  II.  Marsuall.     It  is. 

Mr.  fiNOLisn.  Tlicn  I  repeat  my  position, 
that  the  gentleman's  brethren  in  Indiana  not 
only  acted,  in  tlic  main,  with  the  Abolition, 
acainst  the  Democratic  party — not  (mly  frater- 
nized with  sectional  men  against  national  men, 
but  that  his  brethren  in  the  state  of  Kentucky 
Bympathized  with  their  brethren  of  Indiana, 
and  encdurugeil  them  to  stand  firm  in  support 
of  the  Bhick  Republican  state  ticket. 

Mr.  II.  Mar.su ALL.  Ill  order  thut  this  mat- 
ter may  go  to  the  country  right,  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  that  appeal  of  the 
Louisville  Journal  to  the  Know-Nothings  of 
Indiana  to  support  Morton  instead  of  Willard, 
was  not  put  up<m  the  ground  that  Willard  was 
the  biggest  Abolitionist  of  the  two,  and  whe- 
ther that  is  not  true  ? 

Mr.  KNULiisii.  I  can  answer  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  gentleman's  question  decidedly  and 
emphatically,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  not  true ; 
ana  I  am  surprised  that  tlie  gentleman  should 
ask  such  a  question. 

Mr.  Orr.  I  presume  no  well-informed  gen- 
tleman in  the  country  lielievos  it  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Englisu.  Sir,  I  have  already  read  an 
official  resolution,  whi(;h  sht)ws  a  marked  dif- 
feronco  !)etween  the  ])osition  occupied  by  Gov- 
ernor Willard  and  the  I>omc)cratio  T)arty  and 
that  oconj)ied  by  Mr.  M«»rton   and  the   liision 

Sarty  of  that  state,  i  h:iv«j  shown  that  the 
ifl['«M'o.n':ft  is  as  tjrrjit  as  could  possibly  be  be- 
tween two  p;M"ti(»s :  the  one  plantin;;  itself 
upon  the  d.u-trim";  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  and 
the  other  repudiatinir  it :  one  reuilv  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  ]>e<»itle,  ami  ann«)uneing 
theniselves  rea<ly,  whenever  that  will  was  fair- 
ly asoerlained  and  exjirrssctl,  to  ji'lniit  Kansas 
as  a  state,  whether  with  a  <.'onstitution  re- 
co;^ni>in;ir  or  not  roco;^nisin<^  the  institution  of 
slavery. 

L'pon  the  other  hand,  the  other  party  pro- 
clainiiiif;  that  they  would  not  admit  Kansas  as 
a  state  with  a  »-oiistitutii)n  tolerating  shivery, 
whether  so  expressed  by  the  pe>)|de  of  the  ter- 
ritory or  not.  Their  hattle-ery  was  "  No  inon? 
slave  states,"  *'  Kesistance  to  the  extension  t>f 
African  slavery  under  any  and  all  circum- 
stances." 

Now,  under  this  state  of  facts,  can  the  gen- 
tleman from  KeniiK.'ky  see  no  difiorence  be- 
tween these  two  part  ie-*;  and  is  he  prepared 
to  come  before  this  House,  and  ileehire  that 
he  would  not  toss  a  copper  for  choice  hetwoen 
them?  Does  he  e»)nsi(ier  one  as  st»und  upon 
the  rights  of  the  South  as  theoth(»r,  when  one 
partv  declares  itself  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  sfavery  under  any  and  all  circumstances — 
that  they  will  under  no  state  of  the  case  con- 
tent  to  tne  admisiiioQ  of  an^  moro  slave  «la^<i^ ; 


while  the  other  plants  itself  upon  the  do» 
trine  of  non-intervention,  of  the  equalitv  of  the 
states,  and  the  right  of  the  people  of  a  tW" 
ritory  to  decide  what  shall  be  the  character  of 
their  own  institutions,  and  pledges  itself  to 
recognise  those  institutions,  whatever  they  may 
be? 

I  want  it  to  go  to  the  country,  and  especially 
to  the  people  of  the  south,  that  when  we  were 
engaged  in  the  most  fearful  contest  that  ever 
was  waged  in  this  country — involving  issues 
and  institutions  of  vital  importance  t«)  them, 
but  of  comparatively  little  to  us— j-ea,  even 
repugnant  to  the  tastes  and  ideas  of  our  peo- 
ple— that  when  **  the  Kansas  aid  fond"  was 
contributing  its  thousands ;  when  the  worst 
passions  of  the  worst  men  (even  negroes)  were 
roused  against  us ;  when  the  storm  of  fanati- 
cism was  howling  all  around  us,  and  the  great 
army  of  sectionalists  was  bearing  down  upon 
us  like  an  avalanche,  there  came  no  wortis  of 
cheer  to  us  from  the  Know-Nothings  of  the 
south  ;  but  there  did  come  a  voice  from  their 
leading  organ,  cheering  on  the  enemy,  and  en- 
couraging the  Know-Nothings  of  my  state  to 
join  ttie  enemy's  standard.  I  want  the  people 
of  the  south  to  know,  that  whilst  thc:«e  things 
were  going  on  in  tlic  Know-Not  hi  ng  camp, 
thousands  of  foreigners  by  birth  and  Catholici 
(whom  the  Know-Nothings  would  have  yoa  per- 
secute) were  standing  with  us  in  defence  of  yoor 
constitutional  rights,  and  in  beating  baclL  the 
cohorts  of  Black  Kepublicanism. 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  Will  the  ^ntlcman 
from  Indiana  enlighten  me  upon  his  opinion 
of  the  doctrine  of  squatter  sovereignty  7 

Mr.  ExoLisn.  Oh,  that  is  a  matter  of  minor 
importance.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Irnliana,  will  he  permit  me  to  remark, 
that  it  may  be  published  with  hi«  speech,  and 
go  wherever  his  speech  goes,  and  wherever 
Democratic  speeches  generally  go,  that  in  the 
remark  I  have  made  indicating  that  I  would 
not  toss  a  copper  between  Buchanan  and  Fre- 
mont, tliat  I  confined  it,  and  mean  that  it  shall 
be  confined,  to  the  declarati«m  that  the  south- 
ern people  could  rely  as  little  upon  one  as  the 
other.  In  other  words,  that  the  doctrine  of  ex- 
clusion and  squatter  sovereignty  are,  to  the 
slaveholder,  the  same  doctrine  proci'«cly. 
There  1  stand  ;  and  1  challenge  the  gentleman 
or  his  party  to  meet  me  here  or  elscwliere  uji'jn 
that  proposition. 

Mr  Knolisii.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  di*- 
position  to  evade  the  issue  tendered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  am  willing  to 
concede  to  him  and  his  party,  that  there  it 
some  difference  between  the  ]H»siti«ms  ooeupied 
by  the  Democratic  party  at  the  North,  and 
that  occtipied  by  a  portion  of  the  Dem«.»cratio 
party  at  the  South,  upon  this  particular  ques- 
tion of  popular  or  sciuatter  sovereignty;  but  I 
dt)  n(»t  re;rard  that  difference  to  an v  considers- 
ble  extent  as  material,  as  some  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  do;  because  we  all  agree,  that 
whenever  the  people  of  a  territory  ci>nie  to 
form  a  state  government,  the  will  of  tlie  pe(H 
V^<i>  clearly  expressed,  shall  be  the  panunomU 
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law,  and  that  that  shall  be  an  end  of  the 
whole  matter.  That  I  conceive  is  the  essen- 
tial point,  and  upon  it  there  is  no  material 
difference  between  the  position  which  I  occupy, 
and  which  the  Democratic  party  of  Indiana 
occupy,  and  that  occupied  by  the  Democratic 
party  at  the  South,  as  I  understand  it. 

But  can  the  gentleman  see  no  difference  be- 
tween the  position  which  we  occupy  and  that 
occupied  by  the  Black  Republican  party? 
Why,  sir,  to  what  do  we  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  North  hold  ?  We  say  that,  al- 
though we  have  no  particular  love  for  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery — ^notwithstanding  we  may 
in  some  respects  regard  it  as  a  social  evil,  as 
many  of  us  do,  yet  we  go  further  and  declare 
that  it  is  not  for  us  to  intermeddle  with  the 
affairs  of  another  people,  that  we  will  leave  it 
with  them  to  decide  as  to  the  character  of  their 
own  institutions,  and  that,  whenever  we  know 
decidedly  and  fairly  what  that  will  is,  we  in- 
tend to  respect  it,  and  to  do  our  part  towards 
carrying  it  faithfully  into  execution. 

I  go  still  further,  and  come  direct  to  the 
most  essential  point,  for  I  have  no  disposition, 
nor  have  mv  amstituents,  to  evade  the  ques- 
tion, that  while  I  may  prefer,  and  do  prefer, 
that  Kansas  shall  bo  a  free  state,  yet  if  the 
will  of  her  people,  fairly  and  fully  expressed, 
decide  that  it  shall  be  a  slave  state,  I  shall 
vote  to  admit  her  if  I  occupy  a  seat  upon  this 
floor ;  and  I  believe  that  every  Democrat  from 
every  northern  state  will  do  the  same  thing. 
Does  that  look  like  pandering  to  Abolitionism  ? 
Does  that  look  as  if  the  charge  of  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor  that  the  Democratic  party  took 
singer  erounds  in  favor  of  abolition  than 
the  Republican  party,  was  well  founded  ?  Can 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  point  to  one 
Renublican  representative  in  this  hall  who 
will  vote  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people  of 
Kansas,  no  matter  how  clearly  and  decidedly 
expressed,  if  that  will  should  be  in  favor  of 
making  Kansas  a  slave  state  ?  I  apprehend, 
sir,  not  one ;  certainly  not  one  from  my  own 
state ;  and  yet  the  gentleman  can  see  no  ma- 
terial difference  between  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  party,  and  "  would  not  toss  up  a 
Conner  for  cnoice  between  them !" 

Mr.  CuMBACK.  I  ask  my  colleague  if  he  did 
not  last  summer,  in  an  adaross  to  his  constitu- 
ents, state  that  there  was  not,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  a  Democrat  in  all  Indiana  who  was  in 
favor  of  making  Kansas  a  slave  state  ?  And 
did  he  not  repel  the  charge  made  by  the  Re- 
publicans that  such  was  the  object  of  that 
party? 

^  Mr.  English.  I  do  not  remember  the  pre- 
cise language  I  used  in  the  address  to  which 
the  genUeman  alludes ;  but  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  now,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  considerable  number  of  Democrats  in 
the  state  of  Indiana — I  do  not  know  a  man  of 
any  party  there — who  is  in  favor  of  extending 
ihe  institution  of  slavery.  But  we  of  the  De- 
mocratic party  are  willing  to  allow  other  peo- 
ple to  do  as  they  please  upon  this  subject,  and 
Mi  their  own  opmiona  in  respect  to  it 


Mr.  GvMBACK.  Does  my  colleague  state 
that  he  did  not  make  such  a  statement  to  Ui 
constituents  ? 

Mr.  English.  I  think  it  altogether  possi- 
ble that  I  did,  because  I  have  substantially  re- 
peated the  same  thing  to-day.  I  am  not  in 
lavor  of  extending  the  institution  of  slavery. 
I  have  never  voted  to  extend  it,  and  I  never 
expect  to  vote  to  extend  it.  If  I  were  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  I  should  no  doubt  do  what  I 
honorably  and  fairly  could  to  make  it  a  free 
state,  because  my  sympathies  are  with  free- 
dom— having  been  horn  and  educated  in  a  free 
state,  and  being  a  representative  from  one — 
but  I  am  willing  to  accord  to  others  the  same 
free  exercise  of  their  opinions  and  sentiments 
upon  these  subjects  which  I  claim  for  myself. 
As  far  as  I  can  now  call  to  mind,  I  have  pub- 
lished no  sentiment  upon  this  subject  which  I 
desire  to  recall. 

I  do  remember  having  said,  upon  a  previous 
occasion  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Indiana, 
what  I  might  repeat  now  with  very  little,  if 
any,  modification :  that  "  they  are  a  people 
who  have  always  acted  with  strict  fidelity  to 
the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of  all  the  states ; 
making  it  their  proud  boast,  that  in  duty  and 
respect  to  the  aifferent  sections  of  our  com- 
mon country,  they  know  no  North,  no  South, 
no  East,  no  West — nothing  but  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union. 

As  a  community  they  have  no  sickly  sen- 
timentality upon  the  subject  of  slavery;  they 
do  not  forget  that  it  existed  in  all  the  states 
at  the  formation  of  the  general  government, 
and  that  where  it  exists  now  it  is  a  matter  of 
necessity  rather  than  of  choice ;  they  believe 
OS  a  general  thing,  that  negroes  are  but  little 
better  off  in  a  state  of  freedom  at  the  north 
than    they  are  in  a  state  of  slavery  in   the 
south  ;  they  have,  bv  an  unprecedented  major- 
ity, excluded  the  whole  black  race  from  com- 
ing into  their  borders  by  constitutional  provi- 
sions, and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  not  at 
this  time  one  negro  in  the  whole  county  where 
I  reside.    If  a  slave  escapes  into  Indiana,  we 
give  him  up  promptly  to  his  master ;  not  be- 
cause it  affords  us  pleasure  to  do  so,  but  be- 
cause it  is  a  right  secured  to  the  master  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country,  which 
it  is  our  duty,  as  good  citizens,  to  obey.    We 
may  not  like  the  institution  of  slavery,  either 
in  its  moral,  social,  or  political  bearings,  bul 
we  consider  that  it  is  a  matter  which  tad 
organized  community  ought  to  be  allowed  t 
decide  for  itself.    We  have  free  institution 
and  are  happy  and  prosperous,  and  it  is  n» 
tural  that  our  sympathies  should  be  in  favw 
of  freedom.    Whilst  we  intend  to  act  in  pet 
feet  good  faith  towards  our  brethren  of  th« 
south,  we  do  not  conceal  that  we  ardentl) 
hope  that  slavery  may  not  be  extended ;  an4 
this  I  believe  is  a  sentiment  common  to  all  th« 
free  states. 

Mr.  CuMBACK.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man, then,  to  state  he  is  opposed  to  the  extent 
sion  of  slavery  ? 

Mr.  Ekoluh.    I  did  so  state,  andy  as  I 
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thought,  80  distinotly  as  not  to  be  miRunder- 
Btood. 

Mr.  Cu  If  BACK.  IIow  does  tho  gentleman, 
then,  reconuilo  that  upiuiun  with  the  statement 
just  made,  that  he  would  vote  to  admit  Kansas 
as  a  slave  state  ? 

Mr.  English.  Simply  in  the  fact,  that  if 
Kansas  be  made  a  slave *i<tate,  it  will  not  be  by 
my  action ;  and  it  i8  not  a  matter  which  will 
concern  mc.  It  is  cnou;;li  for  me,  as  a 
citizen  of  Indiana,  to  hH)k  to  the  character  of 
the  institutions  of  that  state,  leaving  the  in- 
stitutions of  Kansas  to  be  care<l  for  and  regu- 
lated by  the  people  who  are  to  live  under  those 
institutions.  We  think  it  is  enough  for  us 
to  attend  to  our  own  liusiness,  and  let 
the  business  of  our  neighbors  alone;  and 
that,  if  the  Abolitionists  would  attend  to  their 
own  business,  and  stop  their  eternal  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  it  would  be  better  for 
the  slaves  and  the  whole  country. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Nichols]  yesterday  spread  before 
the  House,  as  a  matter  of  great  importance,  a 
handbill  calling  a  Democratic  meeting  in  some 
one  of  the  northern  states,  during  tho  late  can- 
vass, headed    "  BrCIIANAN,  BRErKlNRIUOE,  AND 

FREE  Kansas."  Otiier  gentlemen,  I  believe, 
have  paraded  the  sauK^  liandljill,  and  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  too,  as  mm:h  as  to  say,  "This 
will  be  regarded  at  the  soutli  as  conclusive 
evidence  <»f  the  unsoundness  of  the  m>rthern 
Democracy  upon  the  slavery  questii>n."  I  saw 
no  such  handlfill  in  the  late  canvass ;  but  if 
there  was,  what  <)f  it  ?  Why,  sir,  what  does 
it  amount  to?  Have  nf)t  1  already  said  that 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  extendinj'  slavery,  and 
that  the  Democratic  party  of  the  ni^rth  are  not 
in  favor  of  extending  shivery — that  they  are 
in  faivor  of  Kansas  being  a  free  state  ?  But 
how  niaile  a  free  .slate?  N«it))y  (^)ngressional 
intervention.  Xot  by  tlu»  impertinent  interfe- 
rence of  emi;;r;uit  aid  societies.  Not  at  all. 
But  by  the  frer,  unliia^scd  will  of  her  own 
citizens.  We  sny  to  '*  Bonier  Ruffians''  in 
^Iiss«)uri,  to  Ab»»litii»Mists  in  tlie  nortli,  and  to 
fanatics  evervwlicre.  "  llandsoft'of  tlii-*  iieonlc; 
give  them,  a><  far  a<  possible,  //vyvZowt  to  gov- 
ern themselves,  and  to  work  out  llicir  own 
de-iiny." 

We  are  in  favor  (»f  ''free  Kansas'  in  that 
sense.  If  there  was  any  such  han»lbill  as  has 
bi't-n  referred  t'» — thou;;h  I  never  heard  of  any 
— that  was  its  meaning  ;  or  else  that  we  were 
in  favor  of  y'/w  white  men,  in  c<mtrailistinc- 
ti  »n  to  black  men  ;  that  we  wantod  the  ]»'o- 
plij  who  wenttc»  a  territory  to  beyWr  to  deter- 
nilne  the  oharaotor  of  their  own  institutions. 

.Mr.  II.  Maksuall.  I  wish  my  fricnil  from 
Ih'liana  would  stale  his  opini«»n  on  a  >ingle 
qui'}<tU)n. 

!^lr.  r.NfJMsn.  I  know  the  gentleman  is  an 
ev;»fr'.in'('d  d^'uHer,  and  may  possibly  get 
«*  -ijip  ailsantaie  ovi-r  me  if  1  give  him  the 
flour  ;  liut  I  will  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  roi;:j,  (if  <ilMr;:i.i.  lie  has  not  done  so 
yet.  that  is  certain. 

Mr.  H.  iMARsiiAr.i..     When  the  gentleman 


from  Indiana  speaks  of  the  freedom  of  the 
people  of  a  territory,  does  he  mean  that  the 
people,  when  in  a  territorial  condition,  haT« 
that  freedom  ? 

]^Ir.  ExGUsn.  "  Monsieur  Tonson  come 
ajniin  !"  [Laughter.]  I  believe  that  the  will 
of  the  people  ought  to  be  carried  out  The 
Democratic  party  north  and  south  differ  some* 
what  as  to  the  time  when  that  will  is  tu  be 
a.scertained  ;  but  wc  all  agree  that  when  it  \» 
ascertained  it  should  be  fairly  executed.  I 
think  I  may  safely  say  that  there  is  nut  a 
southern  man  within  tlie  sound  of  mv  vmi^e 
who  will  not  vote  for  the  admission  of  Kansu 
as  a  free  state,  if  she  brings  here  a  oonstita* 
tion  to  that  effect.  Is  there  a  southern  roan 
here  who  will  vote  against  tho  adnii.<Mnn  t.-f 
Kansas  as  a  free  state,  if  it  be  the  undoubted 
will  of  the  people  of  that  territory  that  it  ^halt 
be  a  free  state  ? 

M.\NV  Mem BER.S.    Not  one. 

Mr.  Englisu.  No,  sir,  there  is  not  nr.^ 
southern  man  who  will  vote  againsi  the  »J- 
mission  of  a  territory  into  the  Union  as  a  fro* 
state,  if  she  presents  her.<:elf  with  a  free  sukte 
con8tituti<m,  made  such  by  the  clearly  expre-i*- 
ed  will  of  her  people.  Then,  if  the  i^cntl-.-uien 
of  the  south  arc  willing  to  act  thu<«  fiurlT 
and  liberally  towards  mc  and  the  insiitu:ioT)« 
I  prefer,  why  shall  not  I  nu-et  them  in  a  simi- 
lar spirit  ?  We  agree  that  the  will  uf  the  pc- 
ple  shall  prevail.  When  shall  wo  a.s<.'ertain 
that  will  ?  A  portiim  of  the  gentlenien  fritn 
the  south  hold  that  the  ])roper  time  is  when 
the  people  meet  for  the  purpu.<e  uf  framing  :i 
state  constitution.  I  believe  that  is  the  ji  .>i- 
tion  of  southern  men  generally.  It  is  not  i\jf 
position  of  them  all.  A  porti<»n  hoM.  a.s  I  \  \ 
that  the  right  of  the  people  begins  at  an  tar- 
lier  period — that  this  question  is  wiiliiu  tJi'ir 
control  from  the  time  the  organic  act  is  pa-t- 
ed antl  put  into  operation. 

Mr.  II.  Maksi{.\ll.     They  are  very  few  v.! 
believe  that. 

Mr.  Enciish.  I  am  sorry  there  are  n  : 
more.  If  that  be  not  the  true  grounil.  I  ti. 
not  see  what  has  been  gainod  ]»y  the  pa^^.n** 
of  the  Kansas-Ne)»raska  bill.  There  wu*  u 
clause  in  the  Missouri  com])r( anise  restrioiirc 
slavery  f'orcn'r.  It  was  generally  i.'.ini'cl*"-! 
that  the  term  /J/r/^rc/*  was  not  ti^  )»e  tak«Mi  in  !> 
literal  sense — that  it  onlv  meant  ihinn-;  t'.t 
cxislt/in:  of  tJu:  /••rriiori>jl  ;;nrrrnnt»^ttf.  In  f.i  i 
it  has  b»'cn  deciiletl  in  the  Supromo  C  ur:  ' 
the  United  States  in  several  in^tajice-..  :!r  : 
a  restriction »)f  the  kin«l  would  not  be  ji'nlir.j 
after  i.he  organization  <if  a  state  govri-i  ,ii*i,'.. 
(See  :>d  Howard,  ])age«*  1212  and '>>^'.) ;  al*  , 
lUih  Howard,  ]ni'^e  HI.)  T\w\\  none  'w.-uii 
dool.t  il;a:  a  state  had  t!ie  right  to  set::-;  '.lit 
(pieNtiui  f'ip  itself. 

Mr.  SnrHM\N.  Prior  to  the  probil>:!i-  v  •  f 
slavery  in  a  ten-it'. rv  bv  ;i  terr:*'»ii:il  ■»!  vere- 
nient,  !iave  ti:e  <riti/"iis  ni'  tlio  simth  th'.»  rigiit 
to  take  tl.i'ir  '^!.:^e-  i;i":e.  and  h  dd  them  a.- 
su.di  ? 

Mr.  Kv.ii^n.  I  will  continue  l?io  line  uf 
argiimont  1   was  pursuing  before  I  was  inter 
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nipted  ;  bat  before  I  take  my  seat  I  will  reply 
to  the  gentleman's  interrogatory.  I  was  go- 
ing on  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  unless  the 
people  of  a  territory  had  the  right,  under  their 
territorial  government,  to  decide  this  question 
for  themnelves,  I  could  not  conceive' the  neces- 
sity  for  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  restriction. 
The  people,  under  that  law,  could  establish  or 
prohibit  slavery,  when  they  came  to  be  admitted 
at  a  siafe,  just  as  well  as  under  this  cofastruc- 
tion  of  the  Kansas  bill.  Then  what  was  gain< 
ed  f  I  hold  my  position  to  be  the  correct  one, 
that  the  people  have  the  right  to  determine 
the  question  for  the  time  being,  when  they  are 
organized  into  a  territorial  government.  I  will 
now  hear  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Sherman.  My  question  is  this :  Does  the 
gentleman  hold  that,  prior  to  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  in  the  territory,  and  while  it  is  in  a 
territorial  condition,  the  people  of  the  southern 
states  may  carry  their  slaves  into  that  territory, 
and  hold  them  there  as  such  ? 

Mr.  English.  That  is  a  question  purely  of 
constitutional  law,  and  will  probably  be  soon 
determined  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country.  I  am  willing  to  acquiesce  in  that 
decision,  whatever  it  may  be.  But  my  indi- 
vidual judgment  is,  that  Rlavery  is  not  carried 
into  the  territories  of  the  United  States  under 
the  operation  of  the  Constitution.  I  cannot 
see  that  that  instrument  carries  the  peculiar 
institution  of  the  south  there,  any  more  than 
it  does  the  peculiar  institution  of  any  other 
section. 

Mr.  Sherman.  In  that  opinion  does  not  the 
gentleman  differ  from  the  southern  wing  of  his 
party? 

Mr.  English.  I  apprehend  that  I  do  with  a 
portion  of  it ;  but  the  difference  is  not  mate- 
rial. The  question  is  a  constitutional  one  ;  and 
the  Democratic  party,  North  and  South,  will 
acquiesce  in  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of 
the  court.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if 
the  Constitution  carries  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery into  the  territories  by  its  operation,  whether 
the  constitution  would  not  just  as  much  carry 
the  institution  there  if  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill  had  never  been  passed,  and  the  Missouri 
restriction  had  not  )>een  repealed  ? 

Mr.  Sherman.  That  question  presents  a 
double  reading.  My  answer  is  this :  tlie  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  carries  slavery 
nowhere ;  that  it  is  a  local  institution,  confin- 
ed within  state  limits,  and  goes  nowhere  ex- 
cept where  express  law  carries  it. 

Mr.  English.  In  the  main  I  think  so  too : 
but  then,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Constitution 
C4irrics  slavery  into  tl^e  territories,  I  say  it  is  a 
eonstituti<»nal  right  which  Congress  cannot  j 
le^slate  away.  Of  what  use,  then,  are  the 
Missouri  restriction  an<l  the  Wilmot  provis(»,  if 
the  Constitution  carries  slavery  into  the  terri- 
tories ?  It  is  a  power  \Wiich  we  cannot  take 
away  by  legislation — the  Constitution  being 
the  paramount  law. 

I  will  ask  the  gentleman  farther:  if  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  should 


decide  that  the  constitution  does  carry  Blavery 
into  the  territories,  will  he  acquiesce  in  that 
decision  ? 

Mr.  Sherman.  I  answer,  yes. 

Mr.  Scott.  As  my  colleague  is  speaking  for 
the  Democratic  party  of  Indiana,  I  wish  to 
know  whether  that  party  has  any  opinion  upon 
the  question  which  he  is  speaking  upon :  and 
if  they  have,  what  is  that  opinion  ? 

Mr.  English.  The  Democratic  party  of  In- 
diana regard  the  Constitution  as  the  highest 
law  of  this  land,  and  they  will  carry  out  the 
Constitution  as  it  may  be  construed  by  the  pro- 
per judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  let  that 
decision  be  what  it  may ;  but  prior  to  that  de- 
cision, I  will  give  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
position  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Indiana — 
and  it  certainly  is  my  own — and  that  is,  that 
they  do  not  consider  that  the  Constitution  car- 
ries the  institution  of  slavery  into  a  territory ; 
they  think  that  there  must  nrst  be  some  law 
establishing  or  recognising  the  institution  be- 
fore it  can  bave  any  legal  existence.  Gentle- 
men might  go  there  with  their  slaves,  and 
hold  them  by  sufferance  and  permission,  but 
I  apffrehend  not  by  such  a  legal  right  as  could 
ever  be  enforced  in  the  courts. 

Mr.  Scott.  I  wish  to  know  of  the  gentleman 
whether  he  and  his  party  in  Indiana  hold  that 
slavery  is  lawfully  in  Kansas  at  this  time? 

Mr.  English.  I  have  never  sufficiently  ex- 
amined in  reference  to  tliat  question,  or  read 
the  laws  of  Kansas  upon  that  subject  with 
sufficient  care  to  give  a  very  definite  or  posi- 
tive reply  ;  but  I  nave  this  to  say,  that  it  sla- 
very be  there  legally,  and  by  the  will  of  the 
people,  I  shall  not  interfere  with  it.  I  shall 
do  whatever  in  my  power  lies  to  carry  out  the 
will  of  the  people,  no  matter  whether  that 
will  recognises  slavery  or  prohibits  it.  If 
slavery  is  now  in  Kansas,  or  shtmld  get  there 
hereafter,  and  the  people  do  not  want  it,  it  is 
an  easy  matter  for  them  to  get  rid  of  it.  If 
the^'  are  restricted  at  all,  it  is  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  otherwise  thia 
subject  is  always  and  entirely  under  their  con- 
trol. 

Mr.  Scott.  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  my 
colleague  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  In<iiana  up<m  that  question  f 
As  he  speaks  for  the  party  of  that  state,  I  want 
to  know  whsit  their  ground  is,  and  what  ground 
they  took  in  the  last  canvass? 

^*Ir.  English.  Their  ground,  in  brief,  wae 
and  is  simply  this :  that  Congress  <»u;?:lit  not  to 
interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  the 
states  or  in  the  territories  ;  that  there  ought  to 
1)0  an  equality  between  the  states;  and  that, 
the  people  of  the  territories  should  have  the 
right  to  regulate  and  determine  those  matters 
just  as  they  please,  subject  only  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  That  was  the- 
broad  position  the  party  occupied  in  the  late 
canvass ;  and  I  can  tell  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  that  the  canvass  was  conducted  fairly 
and  squarely  upon  the  ^reat  national  doctrines 
laid  down  {>y  the  Cincinnati  convention ;  and 
that  there  was  no  attempt  at  eyasioQ,  or  triek!* 
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•ry,  find  no  concessions  made  to  Abolitionism, 
Free-Soilism,  Sectionalism,  Know-Nothin^^sm, 
or  any  other  ism.  It  was  a  square,  straight- 
out,  unsullied  Democratic  victory. 

Mr.  Scott.  I  want  to  know  one  way  or  the 
other — and  I  care  not  which — ^whether  the 
Democratic  party  of  Indiana  holds  to-day  that 
Blavcry  lawfully  exists  in  Kansas  ? 

Mr.  ENCiLisH.  I  have  already  explluned  that 
I  have  nut  examined  that  particular  subject 
myself  with  sufficient  care  to  give  a  positive 
answer ;  Kut  I  say  again,  that  if  it  be  true 
that  slavery  has  been  recognised  by  the  actual 
citizens  of  the  territory — ^if  it  has  been  adopted 
by  the  proper  law-making  power  of  the  country, 
I  shall  not  interfere  with  carrying  out  the  will 
BO  expressed.  That  is  a  matter  to  be  deter- 
minea  within  the  territory,  and  by  the  people 
immediately  interested ;  not  by  Congress,  and 
those  who  live  within  the  states. 

Now,  the  only  evidence  brought  forward  to 
show  that  the  Democracy  of  Indiana  have 
been  tainted  with  Free-Soilism  was  a  resolu- 
tion of  a  Democratic  convention  in  that  state, 
read  to  the  House  a  few  davH  since  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  upon  my  left  [Mr.  ^  icholsj — 
a  resolution  which,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
was  adopted  as  far  back  as  1849.  That  was  a 
long  time  ago,  Mr.  Speaker;  and  perhaps  I 
might  be  justified  in  pleading  the  statute  of 
limitations.  But  I  shall  not  do  that.  I  concede 
that  upon  a  certain  occai^ion,  when  there  was 
a  convention  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Indi- 
ana, a  resolution  was  adopted  somewhat  Free- 
Soilish  in  its  tendency.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
be  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  this,  to  say  that  it 
occurred  before  the  passage  of  the  great  com- 
promise act  of  1850,  which  inaugurated  a  new 
era,  which  asserted  the  same  great  principles 
of  popular  sovereignty  and  congressional  non- 
intervention afterwards  incorporated  into  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  and  which,  in  1852, 
was  solemnly  received  and  adopted  in  the  Na- 
tional conventions  of  the  Whig  and  Democratic 
parties  as  a  final  settlement,  in  principle  and 
substance,  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  I  can  tell  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, that  it  might  be  accounted  for  in  still 
another  way.  At  the  time  this  resolution  was 
adopted  there  were  a  great  many  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Democratic  party  who  were  not  Demo- 
crats in  good  faitli,  but  had  Free-Soil  proclivi- 
ties, and  tlio  j^entleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Nich- 
ols] was  perhaps  one — for  he  claimed  formerly 
to  be  a  Democrat.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  CumbackJ  was  another,  and  some  other 
of  his  Kcpublioan  colleagues  from  Indiana  were 
afflicted  with  the  same  ugly  complaint.  When 
this  Free-Soil  element — when  such  n;entlemen 
as  these  were  hanging  upon  the  skirts  of  the 
Democratic  party,  this  resolution  was  smug- 
gled through  a  democratic  convention  in  my 
state. 

But  I  can  tell  gentlemen  that  our  party  has 
been  purified  sincre  then,  that  this  corrupt 
Free-S<jil  portion  has  sloughed  off,  and  a  part 
of  it  has,  by  some  stranpe  combination  in  the 
chapter  of  accidents,  drifted  into  this  ball — 
AD  tae  name  priDciple,  perhaps,  that  dirty  scum 


sometimes  rises  to  the  top  of  boiling  wmtv. 
We  have  lost  the  seotioDal  portion  of  our  P^rtj^ 
but,  thank  Heaven,  we  have  gained  what  u 
far  better,  the  national  portbn  of  the  old  Wlug 
party.  We  have  jnst  achieved  a  great  vietOTj 
over  the  Black  Republicans  of  the  North,  ana 
their  Know-Nothing  allies  of  the  South.  We 
have,  for  the  time  being,  at  least,  and  I  tmil 
forever,  checked  the  onward  march  of  section- 
alism at  the  North.  We  have  fought  it,  not 
because  it  was  in  the  North,  but  because  it  was 
sectionalism.  Sir,  we  are  iust  as  ready  to  fight 
the  same  spirit  in  the  South,  or  wherever  else  it 
may  lift  its  hydra  head.  When  Mr.  Bachanan 
said  that  "  the  object  of  his  administration 
would  be  to  destroy  any  sectional  party — ^North 
or  South — and  harmonise  all  sections  of  the 
Union  under  a  national  and  conservative  gor^ 
ernment,  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago/'  he  attered 
a  sentiment  which  should  meet  the  coxdial 
approval  of  every  patriotic  heart.  This  is  no 
time  for  violent,  extreme  men,  or  extreme  views. 
The  country  demands  peace.  We  want  a  firm, 
conservative,  national  administration,  which  I 
have  confidence  we  shall  have — one  looking  to 
the  happiness  of  the  whole  people  and  the  per- 
petuation of  the  Union  under  tne  Constitution, 
OS  paramount  objects — conciliatory  in  its  char- 
acter— respecting  the  riehts  of  all  and  just  to 
all,  but  firm  and  decided  in  rebuking  section* 
alism  and  fanaticism,  no  matter  from  what 
quarter  it  may  come. 

These  are  what  I  conceive  to  be  some  of  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Demt)cracy  of  my 
state.  In  repelling  the  charges  made  against 
them,  and  in  defining  their  position,  I  have 
been  led  to  extend  my  remarks  l)eyond  what  I 
had  at  first  designed.  I  believe  it  is  their  in- 
tention, as  it  certainly  is  mine,  to  stand  by  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  an  organized  territory 
to  determine,  under  the  Constitution,  this  ques- 
tion of  slavery  for  themst'lves,  witliout  inter- 
forence  on  the  part  of  any  outsiders  whatever. 
We  intend  to  stand  by  the  equality  of  the 
states,  by  the  Constitution  and  the  In  ion,  to 
the  la^'t,  and  to  war  upon  Aholitionism  and  its 
kindred  heresies  to  the  bitter  end. 

"  I  diflcr  with  many  of  my  Simthern  friends. 
not  as  to  the  right,  but  as  to  the  source  fn)m 
whi(?h  that  right  is  derived.  I  d«»  not  think  it 
comes  from  the  Constitutitm  of  the  I'nitei] 
States.  Before  the  Union  was  formed,  before 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  udofttcd. 
slavery — man's  right  of  pn)perty  in  man — 
was  recognised  and  admitted  then,  as  it  is 
now,  all  over  the  country,  and  by  every  one. 
This  right  of  property  is  not  the  creature  of 
local  laws  or  municipal  regulations ;  but  it  is 
the  law,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  of  com* 
mon  consent,  protected  and  sanctioneil,  it  is 
true  by  local  legislation,  but  not  derived  from 
it.  Slavery,  then,  existing  before  the  Cimsti- 
tution  was  framed — slaves  being  recognised 
as  property  everywbere — I  have  n  right,  by 
virtue  (»f  this  universal  recognition,  to  carry 
this,  as  any  other  property,  into  any  territory 
or  any  state  of  this  country  where  there  is 
not  some  local  law  bearing  npoa  this  right 
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and  preTonting  its  exercise ;  bot  where  there  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state.    The 

are  these   looal    prohibitonr  laws,  however  mMor  includes  the  minor — that  is  to  saj, 

unJQst,  however  unequal,  however  unfair  I  under  the  power  to  "admit,''  Congress  pos- 

may  deem  them,  I  must  yield  them  obedience  sesses  the  right  of  paving  the  way  for  that 

until  repealed  or  declared  unconstitutional  by  act—of  making  the  preliminary  arran^mcnts 

the  prupcr  tribunals  of  the  country.    I  hope  for  the  important  chanee  of  the  political  con- 

I  am  understood/' — Mr,  A.  K,  Marshall  ofKy.  dition  of  a  territory.    It  is  under  that  power, 

in  H.  o/Ji.y  Feb.  4,  1857.  then,  and  not  under  the  ri^t  to  make  **  rules 

—  and  regulations"  for  the  disposal  of  the  cum- 
Rbyarks  of  Hon.  John  A.  Quitman  of  Miss,  mon  territory  that  Congress  can  legislate  fur 
IN  Housi  OF  RipassBNTATiVKS,  Dkc.  18,  the  territories,  or  establish  municipal  govern- 
1856.  ments  therein.  But,  sir,  this  authority  is 
I  come  now  to  apply  this  principle  of  limited  to  legiHlation,  and  does  not  extend  to 
sovereignty  to  the  territories.  At  the  time  of  the  exercise  of  any  power  properly  appertain- 
the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ing  to  sovereignty,  much  less  to  the  delcga- 
therewcre  not  in  existence  any  such  muni-  tion  ofsuch  attributes  to  the  territorial  govern- 
oipal  communities  as  those  we  now  term  terri-  ment.  The  power  of  legislation,  and  that  of 
tories.  Consequently  the  language  of  that  making  organic  laws,  are  distinct  things- 
instrument,  which  confers  upon  Congress  the  the  one  may  be  exercised  by  the  legislative 
authority  "  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  need-  branch  of  the  government ;  the  other  is  the 
fnl  rules  and  regulations  for  the  territory  and  exclusive  attribute  of  the  sovereign  power, 
other  property  of  the  United  States,"  was  not  In  the  wliolc  process,  this  high  authority  is 
intended  to  convey  to  Congress  the  right  of  brought  into  action  in  only  one  instance— on 
legislation  uver  the  territories  as  subsequently  the  admission  of  a  new  state.  In  the  act  of 
constituted.  This  is  clear.  The  context  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  the  people 
itself  shows  that  the  word  "  territory"  was  of  a  territorj-  are  at  once  collectively  invested 
palpably  used  in  the  sense  of  property,  for  with  sovereignty.  From  that  instant  they 
the  disposal  of  which  Congress,  the  common  stand  as  tlie  peer  of  every  other  jstate.  The 
agent  of  the  states,  was  to  make  the  "  need-  sovereign  power  passes  to  them,  not  from  the 
ful  rules  and  regulations,"  such  as  to  survey  federal  government  (for  that  f;overnmeiit  can 
the  lands  and  to  provide  for  their  sale.  This  "ot  hold  it),  but  by  the  cession  of  the  other 
is  further  shown  by  the  stronger  and  more  states,  in  conformity  with  their  constitutional 
explicit  language  used  in  conferring  the  power  compact,  by  which,  by  empowering  Congress 
of  legislation  over  such  cession  as  might  be  as  their  common  agent  to  admit  new  states 
made  by  the  states  for  the  seat  of  govern-  upon  an  equality  with  themselves,  they  have 
ment.  Whence,  then,  is  derived  the  power  bound  themselves  to  cede  their  joint  sever- 
of  Congress  to  legislate  for  a  territory,  as  we  eignty,  until  that  moment  retained,  to  their 
now  understand  the  term?    Before  I  proceed  new  sister. 

to  answer  this  question  of  the  power  of  muni-  From  the  principles  I  have  laid  down,  Mr. 

cipal  legislation,  I  should  state,  what  neces-  Speaker,  the  inference  clearly  follows,  that 

sarily  follows  from  the  views  which  I  have  Congress,  possessing  merely  the  power  of 

already  presented,  that  the  people  of  a  terri-  municipal  legislation  to  prepare  the  territories 

tory  possess  no  sovereign  power.  They  occupy  for  admission  into  the  Union,  has  no  power  to 

the  common  territory  of  all  the  states,  over  exclude  or  abolish  slavery  in  the  territories, 

which  the  states  jointly  not  only  possess  the  Much  less  have  the  inhabitants  of  a  territory, 

eminent  domain,  but  also  the  ultimate  sover-  possessing  no  inherent  sovereignty,  and  hav- 

eignty.    The  inhabitants  of  a  territory  possess  mg  no  political  powers  except  those  derived 

no  more  sovereignty  over  it  than  if  they  had  from  Congress,  tliis  rieht. 

established  their  residences  in  the  Russian  A  glance  at  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 

empire.     All  the  political  powers  that  the  of  any  jwrtion  of  our  common  territory,  before 

people  of  a  territory  possess  or  acquire  must  ^e  establishment  of  any  territorial  govem- 

come  from  the  states,  either  by  the  common  mont,  may  still  further  tend  to  illustrate  my 

Sant  of  all  the  states,  or  by  cession  from  views.    What  is  the  condition  of  the  residents 

eir  agent,  the  federal  government,  under  the  now  upon  the  Gadsden  purchase— the  inha- 

Constitution.    Now,  sir,  having  fixed  their  bitants  of  the  rich  and  fruitful  hilb  and  dales 

true  relations  to  the  states,  I  shall  proceed  to  of  Arisonia?    Are  they  in  a  state  of  nature, 

answer  the  inquiry,  Whence  does  Congress  lik«  the  wild  savage,  vrithout  a  pobUcal  status, 

derive   '       "  "              -  -    -                          -  ..      .   i         .     ^    .         xl                  .l^..^ 

tories 


power  aelegated  by  tne  states  to  tk)ngress  in  «»nor  irvm  uiy  iricuu  irvm  oouut  v^acvuu* 

the  Constitution,  to  admit  new  states  into  the  [Mr.  Orr],  in  the  opinion  which  he  the  other 

Union  upon  equal  footing  with  the  original  aay  advanced,  as  to  the  state  of  a  territory, 

states.     This  right  necessarily  implies  the  There  is,  sir,  in  my  opmion,  a  common  law, 

right  of  Congress  to  prepare  the  peopU  (or  which  exists  in  every  portion  of  our  oommon 

rather  the  inhabiianta,  for  the  term  "  people"  eountry.  as  well  in  the  sUtes  as  in  the  omor- 

taehnically  signifies  a  oommnnity,  poUticaUy  mon  twrritory,  from  the  mstant  of  Ita  aoaiup* 

organised,  and   cannot,  in   that   sense,  be  tion ;  and  tha*  law  i»  the  ConeUtution  of  tha 

^plied  to  the  inhabitante  of  a  territozy)  for  United  Statea. 
40 
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Mr.  Orr.  In  speaking  of  fhe  oommon  law, 
I  had  reference  to  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land. I  stated  expressly,  that,  in  my  belief, 
the  Constitution  extended  over  the  territories. 

Mr.  QuiTXAN.  I  then  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  take  the  ground  that  no  law  for  the 
protection  of  property  existed  in  an^  of  the 
territories,  until  made  by  the  territorial  legis- 
lature. I  think  that  I  now  comprehend  nis 
idea  better.  I  maintain,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  such  portions  of  our 
territory  have  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  provided  or  reserved  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Furthermore,  every  citizen  of  any 
of  the  states,  from  whatever  section  of  the 
country  he  goes,  taking  up  his  residence  on 
the  common  territory  of  the  states,  carries  with 
him  all  the  essential  rights  which  he  posses^<cd 
in  his  own  state.  The  states  being  joint  pro- 
prietors and  co-sovereigns,  the  citizen  of  each 
state  stands,  as  it  were,  upon  the  soil  of  his 
own  state,  as  much  so  as  if  he  stood  upon  the 
deck  of  an  American  vessel  on  the  liign  sean. 
The  general  principles  of  law  that  are  common 
to  all  the  states,  founded  on  usage  and  general 
conformity,  prevail  in  and  constitute  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  territory.  There  may  be  no 
judicial  organization  to  enforce  that  law,  but 
it  has  vitality,  and  exists ;  and,  upon  the  esta- 
blishment of  judicial  tribunals,  would  be  re- 
cognised and  acted  upon  without  positive 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  these  rights. 
Prominent  among  these  rights,  is  that  pro- 
perty recognised  by  any  of  the  states.  When 
that  right,  as  in  the  ease  of  slaves,  is  recognised 
by  the  organic  law  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
states  in  the  Union,  and  at  least  in  one  instance 
acknowledged  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  not  only  exi^^ts  and  is  available  in  the 
common  territory  of  the  states  before  the  esta- 
blishment of  civil  government  there,  but  is  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  both  the  federal  and 
territorial  governments  when  found  on  the 
common  possessions  of  the  states.  There  is 
but  one  power  that  can  destroy  my  right  to 
my  slavCy  and  that  is  the  state  in  which  I  hold 
him,  or  to  which  I  voluntarily  carry  him.  If 
the  federal  government  does  not  possess  Hie 
right,  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  one  of  its  de- 
partments has  it.  While  1  concede  to  that 
high  tribunal,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  right  to  determine  finally 
all  cases  of  law  and  equity  which  come  within 
its  jurisdiction,  1  deny  its  autliority  to  settle 

auestions  which  involve  the  political  rights  of 
le  states.  The  Constitution  is  the  work  of 
the  states,  and  they  must  construe  it  for  them- 
selves upon  all  questions  aifectiug  their  rights. 
These  would  cease  to  be  rights,  if  subject  to 
the  nntagrmistio  power  against  which  they 
were  limited.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  states,  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
jealous  of  their  great  essential  political  rights, 
would  have  left  tnom  at  the  mercy  of  that  very 
power,  against  the  encroachments  of  which 
they  were  erecting  a  barrier.  It  is  yet  more 
absurd  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  left 
them,  by  construction,  to  one  department  of 


the  goremment-— And  that  deputmanty  bodi 
from  iti  mode  of  appointment  and  its  tenure 
of  offic*. ,  the  least  responsible  to  the  people. 

I  approve,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principles  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  I  claim,  under  it, 
and  under  the  Constitution,  the  right  to  carry 
my  slate  into  either  of  those  territories.  I 
know  that  this  right,  if  a  cane  can  be  made  on 
it,  may  be  the  subject  of  the  examination  and 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  * 
States,  and  that  that  decision,  in  any  given 
case,  would  be  final.  I  would  abide  by  it,  as 
a  settlement  of  the  case  decided ;  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  let  it  go  to  the  world  that  I  would 
respect  the  precedent,  or  that  I  would  sur- 
reuiler  the  principle  that  tlie  assertion  of  such 
essential  rights  oelongs  exclusively  to  the 
states  aggrieved  by  their  violation.  The 
Supreme  Court,  in  my  opinion,  poftsesses  no 
jurisdiction  to  decide  finally  upon  the  political 
rights  of  the  states.  I  am  still  old-fashioned 
enough  to  stand  sriuarcly  upon  the  doctrines 
of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of 
17ys-'99. 

At  last,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  whole  subieot 
resolves  itKclf  into  several  great  questions 
connected  with  the  theory  of  our  political 
system. 

Is  this  essentially  a  national  government, 
or  is  it  a  union  of  sovereign  states  7 

Does  the  sovereignty,  «)r  supremo  power, 
reside  in  the  central  government,  or  the  mass 
of  the  people  of  our  country,  as  a  nation,  one 
and  indivisible  ?  or  does  it  yet  rep<^iso  in  the 
sovereign  states? 

The  sfihition  of  these  great  questions  has 
at  various  periods  of  our  political  liisti>rj, 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  best  statesmen 
of  the  country.  The  radical  principles  in- 
volved in  them  divided  the  gigantic  intellect.'' 
of  Calhoun  and  Webster.  Almost  all  the 
differences  of  opinion  that  exist,  as  to  the 
action  of  the  federal  government  on  the  prac- 
tical issues  which  8]>rmg  up  from  day  to  day. 
grow  out  of  the  various  solutions  of  those 
questions.  Therefore  they  are,  indeed,  worthy 
of  repeated  discussion. 

"  It  is  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it  establishes 
'squatter  sovereignty,'  by  which  is  meant  the 
riglit  of  the  people,  in  their  territorial  chanuy 
ter,  l)y  their  JjOgislative  Council,  to  establish  or 
prohibit  slavery.  Now,  a  word  nmre  on  thip 
sulijoct.  If  it  wore  true  that  the  'squatter 
soveroigntv'  feature  exi;?ted  in  the  bill,  what 
would  the  S^Juth  lose  by  it?  As  lung  as  the 
Missouri  restriction  stands,  slavery  oannot  gt 
into  this  territory.  If  you  repeal  the  restric- 
tion, and  estalilish  'souatter  sovereignty.' 
slaves  may  be  admitted  there.  It  would  tls'.'n 
depend  on  the  will  »»f  the  settlers  of  the  terri- 
torv.  They  might  admit  it  or  not.  The  (hv 
cisum  would  be  according  to  the  popular  will : 
and  there  would  be  a  <'hance  for  the  Siuth : 
while,  under  the  Missouri  restriction,  she  has 
no  chance." — Mr.  Ready  of  Tnr.n,  in  Hoimtof 
HeprcseniaiiccSt  Isi  itesgion  33'<i  CongnM, 
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Mr.  WvBSTiR,  in  the  debate  upon  tiie  Ore- 
gon bill,  in  1848,  Bays : — 

"  I  am  not  going  into  metaphysics,  for 
therein  I  should  encounter  the  nonorable 
member  from  South  Carolina,  and  we  should 
wander,  in  *  endless  mazes  lost,'  until  after  the 
time  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  The 
Southern  states  have  peculiar  laws,  and  by 
those  laws  there  is  property  in  slaves.  This 
is  purely  local.  The  real  meaning,  then,  of 
Southern  gentlemen,  in  making  this  complaint, 
is,  that  they  cannot  go  into  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  carrying  with  them  their 
own  pect^iar  local  law — a  law  which  creates 
property  in  persons.  This,  according  to  their 
own  statement,  is  all  the  eround  of  complaint 
they  have.  Now,  here  I  uiink  gentlemen  are 
unjust  towards  us.  How  unjust  thev  are, 
others  will  judge— generations  that  will  oome 
after  us  wiO  judge.  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  this  sort  of  personal  slavery  exists  by 

general  law.  It  exists  only  by  local  law.  I 
o  not  mean  to  deny  the  validity  of  that  local 
law  where  it  is  established ;  but  I  say  it  is, 
after  all,  nothing  but  local  law.  It  is  nothing 
more.  And  wherever  that  local  law  does  not 
extend,  property  in  persons  does  not  exist. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  now  the  demand  on  the 
part  of  our  Southern  friends?  They  say,  *We 
will  carry  our  local  laws  with  us  wherever  we 
go.  We  msist  that  Congress  does  us  injustice, 
unless  it  establishes  in  the  territory,  in  which 
we  wish  to  go,  our  own  local  law.'  This  de- 
mand I  for  one  resist  and  shall  resist.  It  goes 
upon  the  idea  that  there  is  an  inequality,  un- 
less persons  under  this  local  law,  and  holding 
property  by  authority  of  that  law,  can  go  into 
new  territory,  and  there  establish  that  local 
law,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  law.  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, it  was  a  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  that 
between  slavery  and  freedom,  freedom  should 
always  be  presumed,  and  slavery  must  always 
be  proved.  If  any  question  arose  as  to  the 
9UUus  of  an  individual  in  Rome,  he  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  free  until  he  was  proved  to  be  a 
slave.  So,  I  suppose,  is  the  general  law  of 
mankind.  An  mdiyidual  is  to  be  presumed 
to  be  free  until  a  law  can  be  produced  which 
creates  ownership  in  his  person.  I  do  not  dis- 

fute  the  force  and  validity  of  the  local  law,  as 
have  already  said,  but  I  say  it  is  a  matter  to 
be  proved ;  and,  therefore,  if  indiyiduals  go 
into  any  part  of  the  earth,  it  is  to  be  proved 
that  they  are  not  freemen,  or  else  the  pro- 
sumption  is  that  they  are. 

"  Now,  our  friends  seem  to  think  that  an 
inequality  arises  from  restraining  them  from 

gang  into  the  territories,  unless  there  be  a 
w  proyided  which  shall  prolSect  their  owner- 
ship in  persons.  The  assertion  is,  that  we 
create  an  inequality.  Is  there  notlung  to  be 
said  on  the  other  side  in  relation  to  inequality? 
Sir,  from  the  date  of  this  Constitutioh,  and  in 
the  councils  that  formed  and  established  this 
Constitution,  and  I  suppose  in  all  men's  jud^ 
ment  since,  it  is  received  as  a  settled  truth, 
that  slave  labor  and  free  labor  do  not  exbt 
well  together.  I  haye  before  me  a  deolaratioii 


of  Mr.  Mason,  in  the  eonyention  lltat  fomied 
the  Constitution,  to  that  effect  He  says  thai 
the  objeetaon  to  slave  labor  is,  that  it  puts  free 
white  labor  in  disrepute;  that  it  makes  labor 
to  be  re^MQcted  as  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  the  free  white  man,  and  that  he  despises  to 
work — to  use  his  expression — ^where  slaves 
are  employed.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  free  states,  if  it  be  true,  as  to  a 
great  extent  it  certainly  is,  that  wherever 
slave  labor  prevails,  fr^e  white  labor  is  ex- 
cluded or  discouraged.  I  agree  that  slaye 
labor  does  not  necessarily  exclude  fr^e  labor 
totally.  There  is  fr^e  white  labor  in  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  and  other  states ;  but  it  necessarily 
loses  something  of  its  respectability  by  the 
side  of,  and  when  aasociatea  with,  slave  labor. 
Wherever  labor  is  mainly  performed  by  slaves, 
it  is  regarded  as  degradmg  to  free  men.  The 
free  men  of  the  North,  therefore,  have  a  deep 
interest  to  keep  labor  free— exclusively  fre&— 
in  the  new  territories. 

"But,  sir,  let  us  look  further  into  this 
alleged  inequality.  There  is  no  pretence  that 
Southern  people  may  not  eo  into  territory 
which  shall  be  subject  to  the  ordinance  of 
1787.  The  only  restraint  is,  that  they  shall 
not  carry  slaves  thither,  and  continue  that  re- 
lation. They  say  this  shuts  them  altogether 
out.  Why,  sir,  there  can  be  nothine  more 
inaccurate  in  point  of  fact  than  this.  I 
understand  that  one-half  the  people  who 
settled  in  Illinois  are  people,  or  descendants 
of  people,  who  came  from  the  Southern  states. 
And  I  suppose  that  one-third  of  the  people  of 
Ohio  are  those  or  descendants  of  those,  who 
emigrated  from  the  South ;  and  I  venture  to 
say,  that  in  respect  to  those  two  states,  they 
are  at  this  day  settled  by  people  of  Southern 
origin  in  as  great  a  proportion  as  they  are  by 
the  people  of  Northern  origin,  according  to 
the  general  numbers  and  proportion  of  the 
people,  South  and  North.  There  are  as  many 
people  from  the  South,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  people  of  the  South,  m  tnose  states,  as 
there  are  from  Uie  North,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  people  of  the  North.  Tnere  is,  then, 
no  exclusion  of  Southern  people:  there  is 
only  the  exclusion  of  a  pecuhar  local  law. 
Neither  in  principle  nor  in  fact  is  there  any 
inequality. 

"The  question  now  is,  whether  it  is  not 
competent  to  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
fair  and  just  discretion,  to  say  that,  consider- 
ing that  there  have  been  five  slaveholding 
states  added  to  this  Union  out  of  foreign 
acquisitions,  and  as  yet  only  on&  free  state, 
whether,  under  this  state  of  things,  it  is  un- 
reasonable and  unjust  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  limit  their  further  extension  ?^  That  is  the 
question.  I  see  no  injustice  in  it.  As  to  the 
power  of  Congress,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
what  I  said  the  other  day.  I  have  said  that  I 
shall  consent  to  no  extension  of  the  area  of 
slavery  upon  this  ocmtinent,  nor  any  increaaa 
of  slave  representadon  in  the  other  Hoose  dT 
Congress." 

In   Mr.  Webster's  speech  of  tfie  Ifk-oi 
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Hftrcb,  1850.  on  tbe  compromue  mearoTeB  of 
Uuit  jear,  tukid : — 

"  bir,  wheraver  there  U  ft  jArticolar  eood 
to  be  doDe~-wlierever  there  is  a  foot  of  land 
to  b«  stayed  bock  fi-um  becoming  slave  teiri- 
tarj — I  am  ready  to  auert  tbe  principle  of 
the  exclusion  of  sluverj.  I  am  pledged  to  it 
fn)Di  the  year  183T ;  I  have  been  pledged  to  it 

X'n  and  again ;  and  t  will  perform  thoM 
gOB." 


Besertitio.'vs  or,  ik  TniiRlnSTRncTioNsTO 

TBIIR    DeLIOATES    IN     TBI    CONTimNTAL 

CovoREsa. 

Tai  Pennsylvania  instruotions  contain  the 
folloning  reservation; — 

"Keserviog  to  the  people  of  this  colony  the 
sole  and  eiuluaive  ri;^t  of  regulating  the  in- 
terosl  government  atid  police  of  the  same." 

And,  in  a  aubiequent  instruction,  io  refei^ 
ence  to  suppressing  the  British  authority  in  the 
colonies,  FennnTlvania  uses  this  language; — 

"  UnanimnUHly  declare  our  willingness  to 
ooncur  in  a  vote  of  the  Congress  declaring  the 
United  Colonies  free  and  independent  states, 
provided  the  forming  the  government  and  the 
regnlation  of  the  internal  police  of  this  colony 
be  always  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  said 
colony." 

Connecticut,  in  aathorizing  her  delegates  to 
vote  for  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  at- 
tached to  it  the  fidlowin^  condition : — 

"  Saving  that  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment, and  tbe  power  of  forming  governments 
fur,  and  the  regulation  of  the  internsl  concerns 
and  police  of  each  colony,  ou^jht  to  bo  left  and 
remain  to  tlic  rcApectivo  colonial  legislatures." 

New  Hnmpshiro  annexed  this  proviso  to 
her  instructions  to  her  delegates  to  vote  for 
independence : — 

"  Provided  the  regulation  of  our  internal 
polico  be  under  tlic  direction  of  our  own  As- 
New  Jersey  imposed  the  following  condi- 

■'  Always  observing  that,  whatever  plan  of 
confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regnlaling  the 
internal  police  of  this  prtivince  ia  to  be  ro- 
ecrvcd  to  the  colonial  legislature." 

Maryland  gave  hot  consent  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  upon  (he  condition  con- 
tained in  this  provis') : — 

"And  (hat  said  colony  will  hold  itself  hound 

K'  f  the  resolutions  of  a  miyority  of  (he  United 
olonies  in  the  premises,  provided  the  sole 
And  exclusive  right  i>f  regulating  the  in(ernal 
goverunicnt  and  police  of  that  colony  bo  re- 
serveil  to  the  people  thereof." 

Virginia  annexed  the  following  condition  to 
her  instructions  to  vote  for  the  I&loration  of 
Independence : — 

"  Provided  that  the  power  of  forming  govem- 
ment  for,  and  the  regulations  of  the  internal 
oouoems  of  the  colony,  be  left  to  respective 
ODl<mikl  legisUtutea." 


Ok  a  Suti  Cao  im  Eitolaicd. 

Salem,  near  Boston,  SepL  22, 1S28. 
To  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lord  S(nwelli 

My  Lord ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acktiowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  JannaiT  ftnd  Uaj 
last,  the  former  of  which  reacEied  me  in  the 
latter  part  of  spring  and  the  Utter  quite 
recently.  •  »  •  • 

I  have  read  with  great  Rtt«itic«,  yonr  jtidg- 
meut  in  the  slave  case  from  the  Tice-Admuklty 
Court  in  Antigua.  Upon  the  fullest  eoasidera- 
tions  whiob  I  hare  been  able  to  ^ve  ths  mb- 

Ci,  I  entirely  concur  in  yonr  Tiews.  If  I 
been  called  upon  to  prononOM  «  juds- 
ment  in  a  like  case,  I  should  certwnlj  ban 
arrived  at  Uie  same  result,  tbonfch  I  mi^ 
not  have  been  able  to  present  Uie  reaMoi 
whiob  led  to  it  in  such  a  sbciking  Rod  oob- 
vincing  manner.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
decision  is  impregnable. 

In  my  nabve  stat«  (Mass.),  the  state  of 
slaverv  is  not  recognised  as  legal ;  and  jct. 


think  that  the  local  law  would  reattach  npo 


redintegrated.  I  have  had  occasion  to  know 
that  your  judgment  has  been  extensirelj  nod 
in  America  (where  questions  of  this  oatnrt 
are  not  of  unfrequent  discussion),  and  I  never 
have  heard  any  other  opinion  but  that  of  ap- 


questions  of  this  sort,  as  well  as  general  mori- 
time  law,  it  were  well  if  the  common  lawyers 
hod  studied  a  little  more  extensively  the  prin 
ciplC9  of  public  and  civil  law,  and  had  looked 
beyond  their  own  municipal  jurisprudence. 
^  *  1  remain  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  most  ob  t  serv't, 

JoSRFD  SroBr. 


In  the  House  of  HepresenlatiTea,  Jan.  1831. 
Mr.  Davis  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiuinry,  to  which  the  Judici- 
ary Act  had  been  referred,  made  the  following 

That  the  committee,  profoundly  impressed 
with  (he  importance  of  matter  referred  to  tb«r 
consideration,  have  bestowed  u^n  it  that  de- 
'''eration  it  so  eminently  required ;  and  the 
estigation  has  resulted  in  a  solemn  coutIc- 
n  that  the  25th  section  of  an  act  of  Conermt. 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  ju2icial 
M  of  the  United  State:*,"  passed  on  the 
4th  Sept.,  1780,  is  unconstitutional,  and  ought 
to  bo  repealed.     Thia  »ecl.  it  in  (Ae  folloicmg 

"  Sac.  25.  And  1)C  it  further  enacted.  That 
Jinal  judgment  or  decree  in  any  tuit,  in  lit 
htj/hesl  court  oflauiOTequili/oJ'atfaltinichieh 
a  decision  in  the  suit  could  lie  kai^  Khen  i* 
draien  ia  quettion  the  ealiditjf  of  a  treaty  or 
tiaiule  tff,oran  aut&orilj/  et^eittd  tmcter,  tit 
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UniUd  States,  and  (he  decision  is  against  their 
validiiy;  or  where  is  drawn  in  qtiestion  the  vali- 
dity of  a  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under,  any  state,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  treaties,  or  laws, 
oj  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  in  fa- 
vor of  such  tJieir  validity,  or  where  is  drawn  in 
question  the  construction  of  any  clause  of  the 
Coiustituiion,  or  of  a  treaty,  or  statute  of,  or 
commission  held  under,  the  United  States,  and 
the  decision  is  against  the  title,  right,  privir 
lege,  or  exemption,  specially  set  up  or  claimed 
by  either  party,  under  such  clause  of  the  said 
Constitution,  treaty,  statute,  or  commission,  may 
'«  re-examined  and  reversed  or  aMrmed  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniteti  States,  upon  a 
wnt  of  error,  the  citation  being  signed  by  the 
chief  justice,  or  judge,  or  chancdlor,  of  the 
court,  rendering  or  passing  the  judgment  or 
decree  complained  of ,  or  by  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of'  the  United  States,  m  the 
same  manner  ana  under  the  same  regulations, 
and  the  writ  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as  if  the 
judgment  or  decree  complained  of  had  been 
rendered  or  passed  in  a  Circuit  Court,  and  the 
proceeding  ujxm  the  reversal  shall  also  be  the 
same,  except  that  the  Supreme  Court,  instead 
of  remanding  the  cause  Jor  a  final  decision,  as 
before  provided,  may,  at  their  discretion,  if  the 
cause  shall  hate  been  once  remanded  before, 
proceed  to  a  final  decision  of  t/ie  same,  and 
award  execution.  But  no  other  error  shall  be 
assigtied  or  regarded  as  a  ground  of  reversal, 
in  any  such  ctise  as  aforesaid,  than  such  as  ap- 
pears on  the  face  of  the  record,  and  immedir 
atdp  respects  the  before-mentioned  questions  of 
validity  or  construction  of  the  said  Constitution, 
treaties,  statutes,  commissions,  or  authorities, 
in  dispute,** 

The  Supreme  Court  virtually  claims  the 
right,  under  the  Constitution,  to  pronounce 
j)olitical  judgments,  and  asserts  tlie  power, 
under  the  judicial  act,  of  carrying  them  into 
execution,  by  coercing  sovereign  states.  The 
comniittoe  readily  admit  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  political 
laws  and  judgments,  and  civU  laws  and  Judg- 
ments, in  most  of  the  governments  of  the 
world,  but  confidently  befieve  that  it  was  fore- 
seen and  provided  for  by  the  framers  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  by  the  division  and  limit- 
ations of  power  we  find  there,  between  the 
federal  and  state  governments.  None  deny 
that  such  a  division  of  powers  was  made  by 
the  Constitution,  between  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  the  states,  by  the  grant  of  specific 
p(iwer8  to  the  former,  and  the  reservation  of 
all  un^ranted  powers  to  the  latter;  but  a  great 
diversity  of  opmion  has  existed  as  to  the  power 
to  which  res^ort  must  bo  had  to  determine 
questions  and  controversies  that  might  arise 
between  the  several  departments  of  our  feder- 
ative system.  The  question  is  not  a  new  one. 
In  the  great  political  contest  in  1798  and  1799, 
this  very  question  made  a  distinction,  and 
marked  the  line  of  division  between  the  two 
parties  that  then  divided  the  country.  The 
Federal  party,  who  were  then  in  power,  assert- 
ed, that  the  federal  court  (which  bad  just  then 


declared  and  enforced  as  oonstitatlona],  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws,)  was  the  tribunal  of 
last  resort  established  by  the  Constitution,  to 
judge  of  and  determine  questions  of  contro- 
versy between  the  departments  of  the  federal 
government,  and  between  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  the  states.  The  Republican,  or  State 
Rights  party  of  that  day,  on  the  contrary,  de- 
nied that  the  judicial  department  of  the  fed- 
eral government,  or  all  the  departments  of 
that  government  conjointly,  were  empowered 
to  decide  finally  and  authoritatively,  m  ques- 
tions of  sovereignty,  controversies  between  a 
state  and  the  federal  eovemment,  and  as- 
serted and  insisted  that  Uiere  was  no  common 
tribunal  established  by  the  Constitution  for 
such  a  purpose,  and  that,  consequently,  each 
party  had  uie  right  topudgeof  and  determine 
the  extent  of  its  own  rights  and  powers.  The 
avowed  political  creed  of  that  party  was,  that 
the  Union  was  the  result  of  a  compact  between 
the  people  of  the  several  states,  in  their  sove- 
'  reign  and  corporate  capacities  and  characters 
!  of  separate  and  independent  societies  or  states, 
and  not  as  one  entire  people  forming  one  na- 
tion. That  these  were  the  opinions  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  of  that  day, 
is  proven  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
many  other  able  constitutional  lawyers. 

The  committee  do  not  mention  the  names 
of  these  distinguished  men  for  the  purpose 
merely  of  using  their  opinions  as  authority  for 
the  principles  they  advocate,  but  to  establish 
tlie  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people  did  pass  upon,  sanction,  and  adopt  these 
principles,  as  forming  the  true  theory  of  our 
government,  which  was  manifested  by  the  pro- 
motion of  these  ^ntlemen  to  the  very  stations 
where  these  principles  were  to  be  tested  by 
action  and  practice.  As  it  is  now  a  matter 
of  unquestioned  history,  tliat  Mr.  Jefferson 
penned  the  memorable  resolutions  commonly 
called  the  Kentucky  Resolutions,  and  that  Mr. 
Madison  wrote  the  Virginia  Report,  the  com- 
mittee feel  entitled  to  quote  them  as  authority 
upon  questions  of  constitutional  law.  ♦    *    ♦ 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  dele- 
gated powers  resulting  fmm  the  compact  of 
governments  to  which  the  state-s  are  parties, 
are  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention 
of  the  instrument  constituting  that  compact, 
and  are  no  farther  valid  than  they  are  au- 
thorized by  the  grants  enumerated  in  that  com- 
pact, and  that  it  is  incumbent  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  exercise  of  power  by  the  feileral 
government,  to  prove  from  the  Constitution 
Uiat  it  grants  the  particular  power  exercised, 
that  if  the  powers  granted  be  valid,  it  is  solely 
because  they  are  granted,  and  all  otiier  powers 
not  pKnted,  are  not  valid.  Testing  the  25th 
section  of  the  act  afriresaid,  by  the  foregoing 
principles  and  expositions,  the  committee  can- 
not perceive  any  grant  of  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  warrant  the  enactment. 

That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer  power 
on  the  federal  judiciary  over  the  judicuJ  de- 
partments of  the  states,  by  any  express  grant, 
IS  certain  from  the  fact  that  the  stale  judi- 
ciaries are  not  once  namfid.  >&.  ^bai^  Vuta^ 
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ment.  On  the  contrary,  it  declares  that  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Tested  in  one  Supremo  Court,  and  in  such  in- 
ferior courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to 
time,  ordain  and  establish ;  thus  giving  power 
to  organize  a  judicial  system  capable  of  exer- 
cising eVery  function  to  which  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  extended,  '*  and 
intending  to  create  a  new  judiciary,  to  exercise 
the  judicial  powers  of  a  new  goyemment," 
unconnected  with,  and  independent  of,  the 
state  j  udiciaries.* 

It  IS  no  more  necessary  to  the  harmonious 
action  of  the  federal  and  state  governments, 
that  the  federal  courts  should  have  power  to 
control  the  decisions  of  state  courts  by  appeal, 
than  that  the  federal  le^slature  should  nave 
power  to  control  the  legislation  of  the  states, 
or  the  federal  executive  a  state  executive,  by 
a  negative.  It  cannot  be,  that  when  a  direct 
negative  on  the  laws  of  a  state  was  pn^poscd 
in  convention,  as  part  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  rejected,  that  it  was  intended  to  con- 
fer on  the  federal  courts,  by  implication,  n 
power  subjecting  their  whole  le^iHiation,  and 
their  judgments  and  decrees  on  it,  to  this 
negative  of  the  federal  courts.  It  cannot  be, 
that  this  prostration  of  tlie  independency  of 
the  state  judicatories,  this  overthrow  of  the 
state  jCOvernments  as  co-ordinate  powers,  could 
be  leu  to  any  implication  of  authority. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  the  power  to  enact  the  25th  section  uImjvc 
recited,  is  not  expressed  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  nor  properly  an  incident  to 
any  express  iH>wcr,  and  nccossury  to  its  exe- 
cution*. That,  if  continued  and  juniuioscod  in 
as  construed  by  the  Supremo  Court,  it  raises 
the  decision  of  the  judiciary  above  the  autho- 
rity of  the  sovereign  parlies  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, may  be  a  warrant  for  the  assumption  of 
powers  not  dele;^atcJ  in  the  «itlier  departments, 
nor  carried  by  the  furms  <»f  the  Constitution 
l)efore  the  judicial  department,  and  whuse  de- 
cisions would  be  equally  a»itlioritati\o  and 
final  with  the  decisions  of  that  tlepariuient. 

However,  therefore,  it'nuiy  be  admitted  or 
denied,  that  the  judicial  tlepartment  of  the 
federal  government  is,  in  all  questions  sul> 
mitted  to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution, 
to  decide  in  tFie  last  resort  in  relation  U)  the 
authorities  of  the  other  departments  of  that 
ffovemmeut,  it  can  never  be  authorixed  so  to 
decide  in  relation  to  the  ri;^ht.s  of  the  parties 
to  the  constitutional  compact,  from  which  the 
iudicial,  as  well  as  the  other  departments, 
hold  their  delegate«i  trusts;  on  any  other 
hypothesis,  the  dele^jjation  of  judicial  power 
wouhl  annul  the  power  delegating  it,  and  the 
concurrence  of  tliis  department  in  usur[)ed  ' 
powers  might  subvert  for  ever,  and  beyimd 
the  p<iS8ibh?  reach  of  any  rightful  remedy,  the 
very  Constitution  which  all  were  instituted  to 
preserve.* 

The  whole  ju«licial   power  of  the  United 
States  is  declared  bv  the  Constitution  to  be 
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vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  ordain  and  establish.    Can  Gongren,  bf 
legislation,  invest  state  courts  with  any  portioa 
of  that  power  ?    Did  the  Convention  content 
plate,  in  using  the  term  appellate  juriadictioa. 
the  right  and  power  of  taking  an  appeal  from 
a  state  court  to  the  Supreme  Court?    The 
answer  to  these  questions  must  be  found  in 
the  Constitution.  The  Supreme  Coart  is  given 
original  jurisdiction  only  in  two  classes  of 
cases,  to  wit :  in  all  cases  affecting  ambassi^ 
dors,  other  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and 
those  in  which  a  state  shall  be  a  party.    The 
only  cases  in  which  a  state  can  be  a  party  aie^ 
1st,  where  the  controversy  is  between  two  or 
more  states ;  and  2d,  where  the  controversy  is 
between  a  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and 
foreign  states.    In  nil  other  coses,  before  mei^ 
tioncd,  says  the  Constitution,  the   Supreme 
Court  shall  haveappellate  jurisdictiun.   What 
courts  have  the  original  jurisdiction  in  all 
those  cases  betbre  mentioned  in  the  second 
section  of   tlie  third  article,   of  which  the 
Supreme  Court  bus  only  the  appellate  juris- 
diction?    Let  the  Constitution  answer:  in 
"  such  inferior  courts  ns  Congress  shall,  from 
time   to  time,  ordain   and   esta1)li^dl.''     Is  a 
state  court  an  inferior  court?     The  Constito- 
tion  <loos  not  say  so.    If  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  had  so  considered  them,  and  )isd 
intended  the  right  and  power  of  taking  an 
appeal  from  their  judgments  to  the  Supreme 
C(nirt,  it  was  an  easy  matter,  and  they  doub^ 
less  would  have  said  so:  their  omitting  to  do 
St),  is  proof  irresistible  that  the  power  wjw  not 
intended  to  be  given.     It  is  unreosimable  to 
believe  that  they  who  were   so  very  precise 
and  specific  in  the  enumeration  of  cases  and 
powers  of  intinit«»ly  less  moment,  would  have 
left  to  implication  and  inference  a  pt»wer  that 
breaks  <k)wn  all  the  barriers  between  state 
and  federal  gf)vernments. 

The  Constitution  not  onlv  invests  the  wh^Ie 
judirial  i»ower  of  the  United  States  in  two 
si»«'cified  tribunals,  but  also  prescribes  and 
tl«'«-lares  the  duties,  and  rights,  and  tenure  of 
office  of  th<' jutlges  who  shall  constitute  them: 
not  one  <jf  which  is  applicable  to  the  courts  or 
judges  of  state  courts.  The  courts,  in  the 
first  place,  must  be  such  as  are  establislie<l  by 
Congress;  the  judges  must  receive  their  ap- 
pointments from  the  President,  with  the  o«»n- 
sent  of  the  iSenate ;  they  are  to  hold  their 
oflices  during  goml  behavior;  their  ci*m])en- 
sation  cannot  be  diminished,  durinc:  their  con- 
tinuance in  office :  and  are  made  liable  to  be 
impeached  and  renuived  fn.>m  office  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  Such  are  the 
courts  and  judges  that  the  Constitution  -in- 
vested with  the  jurisdiction  of  all  "other  eases 
beft>re  mentioned''  in  the  secttnd  section  of 
the  third  article  of  that  instrument,  with  the 
exception  of  two  classes  of  cases  over  which 
original  iurisdictit)n  is  given  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  2s ot  one  of  all  these  requisites  rha* 
racterizes  state  courts  or  judges.  The  state 
courts  are  not  established  by  Congress;  the 
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state  judges  do  not  receiye  their  appointments 
from  the  President,  bj  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate;  they  hold  their 
offices  not  necessarily  during  good  behavior, 
but  by  such  tenure  as  the  state  shall  choose ; 
their  compensation  may  be  diminished  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  states ;  and  they  are  not  re- 
sponsible to,  or  liable  to  be  impeached  before 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  *        * 

The  committee  believe  that  it  is  the  imperar 
tive  dutj  of  Congress  to  repeal,  without  dela^, 
any  of  its  acts  in  contravention  of  the  Consti- 
tution, be  the  consequences  what  they  may. 
If  Congress  had  no  power  to  pass  such  laws, 
they  are  null  and  void,  and  ought  not  to  re- 
main on  the  statute  book ;  if  such  be  really 
necessary,  the  power  that  created  the  Consti- 
tution can  and  will  amend  it.  Necessity  and 
expedience  are  the  pleas  of  the  tyrant;  amend- 
ment the  dictate  of  the  Constitution.  By  pur- 
suing the  former  course,  we  trample  upon  the 
Constitution ;  by  following  the  latter,  we  go 
back  to  the  people,  the  original  source  of  all 
power.  ♦♦**♦♦ 

It  has  also  been  urged  as  a  branch  of  this 
argument,  that  the  25th  section  is  indispen- 
sable to  Uiat  supremacy  of  the  federal  court 
which  is  required  to  prcscr\'e  the  peace  of  the 
country  witn  foreign  powers,  and  to  render 
uniform  all  judgments  in  treaty  cases.  The 
an^er  to  these  objections  (to  the  repeal  of 
the  25th  section)  the  committee  believe  to  be 
fiill  and  perfect  in  the  case  of  Ilunter  v.  Mar- 
tin, and  prefer  presenting  it  in  the  language 
of  the  able  judge  who  delivered  it. 

**I  have  said  that  this  controlling  power 
was  not  essential  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
nation ;  (Hunter  v,  Fairfax,  4  Mumford.) 
Without  going  to  other  considerations  or  au- 
thorities on  the  subject,  it  is  sufficient  to  re- 
mark that  the  American  people  have  decided 
that  it  is  no  cause  of  offence  to  foreign  nations 
to  have  their  cause  decided,  and  exclusively 
and  finally  decided,  by  the  state  tribunals.  In 
that  amendment  to  the  Constitution  by  which 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts  is  pro- 
hibited in  suits  brought  against  the  states  l>y 
foreign  citizens  or  subjects,  this  construction 
is  most  undoul)ted,  and  has  never  been  com- 
plained of.  Since  the  adoption  of  tbat  amend- 
ment, the  election  of  jurisdiction  has  been  en- 
tirely taken  away  from  foreigners  in  all  suits 
against  the  states ;  and  those  suits  can  now  be 
brought  in  the  states'  courts  in  exclusion  of 
every  other ;  and  that,  too,  in  cases  in  Which, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  states  themselves 
being  parties,  it  might,  nerhap^  be  plausibly 
urged  that  the  judges  ot  the  state  courts  were 
not  free  from  bias.  I  consider  that  this  de- 
claration by  the  American  people,  and  which 
has  never  excited  a  murmur  m  foreign  nations, 
has  put  down  the  notion  now  in  question.  It 
has  settled  the  Question  for  ever,  that  it  is  no 
cause  of  war  to  toreign  nations  that  the  state 
judiciaries  should  uially  decide  Uie  causes 
elected  to  be  broueht  therein  by  their  subjects. 
It  has  oonsequentW  overthrown  the  only  foun- 
dation on  which  the  whole  •upentnictaie  of 


the  25th  section  of  the  judicial  act  has  been 
supposed  to  rest. 

"That  pretence  is  the  onlv  one  on  which 
the  power  in  Question  could  be  attempted  to 
be  justified.  That  of  rendering  uniform  all 
judgments  in  the  case  of  treaties,  is  still  less 
tenable,  and  is  even  not  attained  by  the  actual 
provisions  of  the  judicial  act.  Under  that  act 
the  appeal  equally  lies  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  where  such  uniformity 
already  exists,  and  is  denied  where  it  is  loan^ 
ing. 

"  If,  for  example,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  has  decided  against  a  treaty, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  state  decides  me 
same  way,  there  this  uniformity  already  ex- 
ists, and  yet  the  appeal  is  allowed.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  former  court  decides  a^unst 
a  treaty,  and  the  latter  in  favor  of  it,  this  uni- 
formity is  wanting,  yet  the  appeal  is  denied." 

The  following  is  tne  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Virginia,  in  tne  above 
stated  case : — 

"  The  court  is  unanimouslr  of  opinion  that 
the  appellate  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  does  not  extend  to  this  court, 
under  a  sound  construction  of  the  ConstituUon 
of  the  United  States ;  that  so  much  of  tlie  25th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  establish  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  as  extends 
the  appellate  judicial  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  this  court,  is  not  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
the  writ  of  error  in  this  case  was  improvi- 
dently  allowed  under  the  authority  ot  that 
act ;  that  the  proceedings  thereon  m  the  Su- 
preme CoUrt  were  coram  non  judicemy  i^  rela- 
tion to  this  court ;  and  that  obedience  to  its 
mandate  be  declined  by  this  court.'' 

The  committee  will  present  one  more  judi- 
cial opinion  of  a  state  court  against  the  pow- 
ers contended  for  by  the  Supreme  Court  or  the 
United  States. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Penunylvania,  in  the  case  of  the  Common- 
wealth r.  Cubbctt,  (3  Dallas,  473,)  solemnly 
and  unanimously  refused  to  permit  the  de- 
fendant, who  was  nn  alien,  to  remove  a  cause 
in  which  he  was  sued  by  the  state  in  its  Su- 
preme Court,  into  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  notwithstanding  the  comprehensive- 
ness of  the  words  of  the  I2th  section  of  the 
judicial  act.  The  court,  after  deciding  in  the 
most  explicit  terms  that  all  power  not  granted 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  re- 
mained with  the  several  states ;  that  the  fede- 
ral government  was  a  league  or  treaty,  made 
by  uie  individual  states  as  one  party,  and  all 
the  states  as  another ;  that  when  two  nations 
differ  as  to  the  construction  of  a  league  or 
treaty  existing  between  them,  neither  has  the 
exclusive  right  to  decide  it;  and  that  if  one 
of  the  states  should  differ  with  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  grant  made  to 
them,  there  is  no  common  umpire  between 
them  but  the  people,  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution ;  went  on  to  declare  its  own  opi- 
nion on  the  8ul^eot»  and  ovetruled  the  motum, 
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on  the  ground  that  the  sovereign  state  of 
Pennsylvania  could  not,  on  account  of  its  dig- 
nity, be  carried  before  that  court.  This  was 
the  solemn  and  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  one  of  the  most  respectable 
and  republican  states  of  the  Union. 

Views  of  the  Minority. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  will  proceed 
10  advance,  in  a  distinct  form,  a  few  of  tlie 
reasons  why,  in  their  opinion,  the  25th  section 
of  this  act  ought  not  to  bo  repealed. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  be  the 
chief  object  of  all  governments  to  protect  indi- 
vidual rights.  In  almost  every  caHO  involving 
a  question  before  a  state  court  under  this  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act,  the  Constitution, 
laws,  (ir  treatieri  of  the  United  States  are  inter- 
posed for  the  protection  of  individuals.  Docs 
a  citizen  invoKe  the  protection  of  an  act  of 
Confess  upon  a  trial  before  a  state  court, 
whicli  decides  that  act  to  be  unconstitutional 
and  void,  and  renders  judgment  against  him  ? 
This  section  secures  his  right  of  appeal  from 
such  a  decision  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

When  a  citizen,  in  a  suit  before  a  state 
court,  contends  that  a  state  law  bv  whicli  ho 
is  assailed,  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  void  (ii' 
his  plea  should  be  overruled),  he  may  bring 
this  question  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiio 
United  States. 

In  like  manner,  when  an  individual  claims 
anv  right  before  a  state  court  under  the  Con- 
Ptitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  tho 
decision  is  against  his  claim,  ho  may  appeal 
to  tlic  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Jlitates. 

If  this  section  were  repealed,  all  thes(»  iin- 
IK>rtnnt  individual  rights  would  be  forfeited. 

The  history  of  our  country  abundantly 
proves  that  individual  states  are  liable  to  high 
excitements  and  strong  prejjdices.  The  judges 
of  these  states  would  l>e  more  or  less  than  men 
if  they  did  not  participate  in  the  feelings  of 
the  community  by  which  they  are  surruundod. 
Under  the  iniuicnce  of  these  excitements,  in- 
dividuals whose  rights  happen  to  clasli  with 
the  prevailing  feeling  of  the  state,  would  have 
but  a  slender  hope  of  obtaining  justice  belore 
a  state  tribunal.  There  would  be  the  power 
and  the  influence  of  the  state  sovereignty  on 
the  one  side,  and  an  individual  who  had  made 
himself  obnoxious  to  popular  odium  on  the 
other.  In  such  ctuses,  ou^'ht  the  liberty  or  the 
property  of  a  citizen,  so  far  as  he  claims  the 
same  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  finally  decided  before  a 
Ntate  court,  without  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  whom  the  con- 
struction of  this  very  Constitution  and  these 
laws  has  iicen  conferred,  in  all  cases,  by  the 
Constitution? 

The  Supreme  C-ourt,  c(msidering  the  elevated 
character  of  its  judges,  and  that  tliey  reside 
in  parts  of  the  Uni(m  remote  from  each  other, 
can  never  be  liable  to  local  excitements  or 


local  prqjudiees.  To  that  tribunal  oar  dti] 
can  appeal  with  safety  and  with  oonfidflnea 
(as  lone  as  the  25th  section  of  the  jadidal 
act  shaU  remain  upon  the  statute  book),  when- 
ever they  consider  that  their  rigfata,  under  tfas 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  StatM^ 
have  been  violated  by  a  state  court.  Beeidafy 
should  this  sectiou  lie  repealed,  it  wonld  pnh 
duce  a  denial  of  equal  justice  to  parties  dim«^ 
ing  in  question  the  Constitution,  laws,  or 
treaties  of  the  United  States. 

In  civil  actions,  the  plaintiff  might  thea 
bring  his  action  in  a  federal  or  state  coart,  as 
he  pleased,  and  as  he  thought  he  shoold  be 
most  likely  to  succeed ;  whibt  the  defendant 
would  have  no  option,  but  must  abide  the  con- 
sequences, without  the  power  of  removing  the 
cause  from  a  state  into  a  federal  oonrt,  except 
in  the  single  case  of  his  being  sued  out  of  the 
district  in  which  he  resides ;  and  this,  althoueh 
he  might  have  a  conclusive  defence  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stotes. 

Another  reason  for  preserving  this  section 
is,  that  without  it,  there  would  be  no  udh 
fi^rniity  in  the  construction  and  administra- 
tion ot  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of 
the  United  States.  If  tlio  courts  of  twentj- 
four  distinct,  sovereign  states,  each  possess  the 
])ower,  in  the  last  resort,  of  deciding  upon  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
their  construction  mav  be  different  in  evcij 
state  of  the  Union.  I'hat  act  of  Congr^M 
which  confiirms  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  is  valid,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia,  may  ho  a  direct 
violation  of  the  provisicms  of  that  instrument^ 
and  be  void,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  S>uth  Carolina.  A  state  law  in  Vir- 
ginia might  in  this  manner  be  declaroil  oon- 
^ititutionill,  whiljst  tho  same  law,  if  passitni  bv 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  would  Ik*  void. 
Nay,  what  would  be  still  more  absurd,  a  law 
or  treiitv  of  tho  United  States  with  a  foreign 
nation.  :idi:>itted  to  be  constitutionally  made, 
might  >..!<'ure  rights  t(»  the  citizens  of  one 
state,  whieh  might  be  denietl  to  those  of 
another.  Althimgh  the  same  Constitution  and 
laws  govern  the  Union,  yet  the  rightrt  acquired 
un<ier  them,  would  vjiry  with  every  degree  of 
latitude.  Surely  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion wt)uld  have  left  their  work  incomplete, 
had  they  established  no  common  tribunal  to 
decide  its  own  eonstruetion,  and  that  tif  the 
laws  and  treaties  made  under  its  authority. 
They  are  not  liable  to  this  charge,  because 
they  have  given  express  power  to  the  judi- 
ciary of  the  uni<m  over  *'all  cases,  in  law 
and  equity,  arising  under  this  Constitution, 
the  laws  of  the  Uniteil  States,  and  treaties 
miule,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority." 

The  first  Congress  of  the  Uniteil  Stat«i 
have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  carried  this 
power  into  exe(*uti<»ii  by  the  passage  of  tho 
judicial  act ;  and  it  contains  no  provision  more 
important  than  the  2r)th  section. 

This  section  ought  not  to  be  repealed, 
because,  in  tho  opinion  of  tlie  minority  of  the 
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Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy,  iti  repeal  would 
■erioasly  endanger  the  existence  of  this  Union. 
The  chief  evil  which  existed  onder  the  old 
Confederation,  and  which  gave  birth  to  the 
present  Constitution,  was,  that  the  general  go- 
vernment could  not  act  directly  upon  the  peo- 
ple, but  only  by  requisition  upon  sovereign 
states.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  states 
either  obeyed  or  disobeyed  these  requisitions, 
as  they  thought  proper.  The  present  Consti^ 
tntion  was  intended  to  enable  tne  ^Temment 
of  the  United  States  to  act  immediately  upon 
the  people  of  the  states,  and  to  carry  its  own 
laws  into  full  execution,  by  virtue  of  its  own 
authority.  K  this  section  were  repealed,  the 
general  government  would  be  deprived  of  the 
power,  bv  means  of  its  own  judiciary,  to  eive 
effect  either  to  the  Constitution  which  ciuled 
it  into  existence,  or  to  the  laws  and  treaties 
made  under  its  authority.  It  would  be  com- 
pelled to  submit,  in  many  important  cases,  to 
the  decisions  of  state  courts,  and  thus  the  very 
evil,  which  the  present  Constitution  was  in- 
tended to  prevent,  would  be  entailed  upon  the 
people.  The  judiciary  of  the  states  might  re- 
luse  to  carrv  mto  effect  the  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  and  without  that  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  which  the  25th  section  authorizes, 
these  laws  would  thus  be  entirely  annulled, 
and  could  not  be  executed  without  a  resort  to 
force. 

This  position  may  be  illustrated  by  a  few 
striking  examples.  Suppose  the  Icj^slature 
of  one  of  the  states,  believing  the  tariff  laws 
to  be  unconstitutional,  should  determine  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  executed  within  its  limits. 
They  accordingly  pass  a  law,  imposing  the 
severest  penalties  upon  the  collector  and  other 
custom  nouHO  officers  of  the  United  States 
^  within  their  territory,  if  they  should  collect 
^  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
merchandise.  The  collector  proceeds  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  office  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  condemned 
and  punished  before  a  state  court,  for  violating 
this  state  law.  Repeal  this  section,  and  the 
decision  of  the  state  court  would  be  final  and 
oonolnsive ;  and  any  state  could  thus  nullify 
any  act  of  Congress  which  she  deemed  to  be 
unconstitutional. 

The  executive  of  one  of  the  states,  in  a 
message  to  the  legislature,  has  declared  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  the  land  belon^ng  to  the 
United  States  within  her  territory  is  now  the 
property  of  the  state,  bv  virtue  of  her  sove- 
reign authority.  Should  the  le^slature  be  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  pass  a  law  for  the 

gunishment  of  the  land  officers  of  the  United 
tates  who  should  sell  any  of  the  public  lands 
within  her  limits,  this  transfer  of  property 
might  be  virtually  accomplished  by  the  repeal 
of  the  25th  section  of  the  judicial  act.  Our 
land  officers  mi^ht  then  be  severely  punished, 
and  thus  prohibited  hj  the  courts  of  that  state 
from  pertorming  their  duty,  under  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  without  the  possibility  of  redress 
in  any  constitutional  or  legal  form.  In  this 
nuumer,  tb.*  title  of  the  United  States  to  a  vist 


domun,  which  has  cost  the  nation  many  mil- 
lions, and  which  justly  belongs  to  the  people 
of  the  several  states,  would  oe  defeated  or 
greatly  impaired. 

Another  illustration  might  be  introduced. 
Suppose  the  legislature  of  ^nnsylvania,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  charter  of  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  is  unconstitutional,  were  to  de- 
clare it  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  inflict  penalties 
upon  all  its  officers  for  making  discounts  or 
receiving  deposites.  Should  the  courts  of  that 
state  carry  such  a  law  into  effect,  without  the 
25th  section  there  would  be  no  appeal  from 
their  decision ;  and  the  legislature  and  courts 
of  a  single  state  might  thus  prostrate  an  insti- 
tution established  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.    ♦        ♦        » 

It  has  of  late  ^ears  been  contended  that  this 
section  of  the  judicial  act  was  unconstitu- 
tional, and  that  Congress  do  not  possess  the 
power  of  investing  Uie  Supreme  Court  with 
appellate  jurisdiction  in  any  case  which  has 
been  finally  decided  in  the  courts  of  the  states. 
It  has  also  been  contended,  that,  even  if  they 
do  possess  this  power,  it  does  not  extend  to 
cases  in  which  a  state  is  a  party.  On  this 
branch  of  the  question  we  would  refer  the 
House  to  the  very  able  and  conclusive  argu- 
ment of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  cases  of  Martin  v.  Hunter's 
lessee,  (1st  Wheaton,  304,)  and  Cohens  v.  the 
state  of  Vir^nia,  (6  Wheaton,  2C4,)  by  which 
the  affirmative  of  these  propositions  is  clearly 
established.  It  may  be  proper,  however,  that 
we  should  make  a  few  obser\'ations  upon  this 
part  of  the  question.  Those  who  have  argued 
in  favor  of^  these  positions  assert  that  the 
general  words  of  the  Constitution,  extending 
the  judicial  power  of  the  Union  "  to  all  cases, 
in  law  and  equity,"  arising  under  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  ought, 
by  construction,  to  be  restricted  to  such  cases, 
in  law  and  eouity,  as  may  originate  in  the 
courts  of  the  Union.  They  would  thus  esta- 
blish a  limitation  at  war  with  the  letter,  and, 
in  our  opinion,  equally  at  war  with  the  spirit 
of  the  instrument.  Had  such  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  they 
well  knew  in  what  language  to  express  tiiat 
intention.  Had  it  been  their  purpose  to 
re*trict  the  meaning  of  the  general  language 
which  they  had  used  in  the  first  clause  of  the 
section,  they  could  have  done  so  with  much 
propriety  in  the  second.  This  clause,  after 
providing  "  that,  in  all  cases  affecting  ambas- 
sadors, other  public  ministers,  and  consuls, 
and  those  in  which  a  state  shall  be  a  party, 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  juris- 
diction," proceeds  to  declare  "  that,  in  all  the 
other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  iurisdiction,  both 
as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions,  and 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall 
make.  On  the  supposition  contended  for,  it 
is  wholly  unaccountable  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  did  not  limit  the  natural 
effect  of  the  words  used  in  the  first  clause,  by 
making  tiie  teeond  to  read,  "  that»  in  all  the 


634 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


other  csees  before  mentioned/'  arising  in  the 
inferior  courts  of  the  United  States,  *'  tlie , 
Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion." But  no  such  re^triotiou  exists ;  and, 
from  the  fair  iiii(x»rt  of  the  words  used  in  l)oth 
clauses,  the  Supreme  Court  possess  the  power 
of  finally  deciding  '*aU  cases,  in  law  and 
equity,"  arising  under  the  Constitution,  the 
laws,  and  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  no 
matter  whether  they  may  have  originated  in  a 
federal  or  in  a  state  court,  and  no  matter  whe- 
ther states  or  individuals  be  the  parties. 
*  *  * 

The  eleventh  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  interferes  in  no 
respect  with  the  principles  for  which  we  have 
contended.  It  is  in  these  words :  "  The  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
oonstrued  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or 
equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  a&uinst  one 
of  the  United  Stiites  by  citizens  of  another 
state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign 
state," 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Cohens  v. 
\  irginia,  has  given  so  clear,  and,  in  our  opi- 
nion, so  correct  an  exposition  of  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  amendment,  that  we  shall,  in 
conclusi<»n,  present  to  the  House  a  few  extracts 
from  that  opinion,  instead  of  any  or^ment 
of  our  own.  lie  says  that  "  the  nrst  impres- 
sion made  on  the  romd  by  this  amendment  is, 
that  it  was  intended  for  those  cases,  and  for 
those  only,  in  which  some  demand  against  a 
state  is  made  by  an  individual  in  the  courts  of 
the  Union.  If  we  consider  the  causes  to  which 
it  is  to  be  traced,  we  are  conducted  to  the  same 
conclusion.  A  general  interest  might  well  be 
felt  in  leaving  to  a  state  the  full  power  of  con- 
sulting its  convenience  in  the  adjustment  of  its 
debts,  or  of  other  claims  upon  it ;  but  no  in- 
terest could  be  felt  in  so  changing  the  relation 
between  the  whole  and  its  parts,  as  to  strip 
the  government  of  the  means  of  protecting, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  its  courts,  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  from  active  violation.  The 
words  of  the  amendment  appear  to  the  court 
to  justify  and  require  this  construction." 

'*  To  commence  a  suit  is  to  demand  some- 
thing by  the  institution  of  process  in  a  court 
of  justice :  and  to  prosecute  the  suit  is,  accord- 
ing to  tlio  common  acceptation  of  language,  to 
continue  that  demand.  By  a  suit  commenced 
by  an  individual  against  a  state,  we  should 
understand  process  sued  out  by  that  indivi- 
dual against  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of 
estnblisjiing  some  claim  against  it  by  thejudg- 
iiioiit  of  a  court ;  and  tlie  prosecution  of  that 
suit  is  its  continuance.  Whatever  may  be  the 
stages  oi"  its  progress,  the  actor  is  still  the 
same.  Suits  nad  been  commenced  in  the 
Supreme  Court  against  some  of  the  states 
before  the  amendment  was  introduced  into 
Congress,  and  others  might  l>e  commenced 
l^efore  it  should  be  adopted  by  the  state  legis- 
latures, and  might  be  depending  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption.  The  object  of  the  tvmendment 
was  not  only  to  prevent  the  commencement 


of  future  suits,  but  to  arrest  the  prosccutSop 
of  those  which  might  be  cummcuceu  when  this 
article  should  form  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 
It,  therefore,  embraces  ijotK  objects ;  and  its 
meaning  is,  that  the  judicial  power  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  which  may 
be  commenced,  or  which,  if  already  com- 
menced, may  be  prosecuted  against  a  state, 
by  the  citizens  oi  another  state.  If  a  sui^ 
brought  in  one  court,  and  carried  bj  legal 
process  to  a  supervising  court,  be  a  continasr 
tion  of  the  same  suit,  then  this  suit  is  not 
commenced  nor  prosecuted  against  a  state. 
It  is  clearly,  in  its  commencement,  the  suit  of 
a  state  against  an  individual,  which  suit  is 
transferred  to  this  court,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  asserting  any  claim  against  the  state, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a  consti- 
tutional defence  agains  a  clium  made  by  a 
state." 

"  Under  the  judiciary  act,  the  effect  of  a 
writ  qf  error  is  simply  to  bring  the  record  into 
court,  and  submit  the  judgment  of  the  infe- 
rior tribunal  to  re-examination.  It  does  not, 
in  any  manner,  act  upon  the  parties  ;  it  acts 
only  on  tlie  record.  It  removes  the  record 
into  tlie  supervising  tribunal.  Where,  then, 
a  state  obtains  a  judgment  against  an  indi- 
vidual, and  the  court  rendering  such  jud|^ 
ment  overrules  a  defence  set  up  under  the 
Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  Stateit,  the 
transfer  of  this  record  into  the  Supremo  Court, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  inquiring  whether  the 
judgment  violates  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
the  United  States,  can,  with  no  propriety,  ws 
think,  be  denominated  a  suit  commenced  or 
prosecuted  against  the  state,  whose  iudgment 
is  so  far  re-examined. — Nothing  is  demanded 
from  the  state.  No  claim  against  it  of  any 
description  is  asserted  or  prosecuted.  The 
party  is  not  to  be  restored  to  the  {Ku^sessiun 
of  anything. — Essentially,  it  is  an  appeal  on  a 
single  point ;  und  the  defendant  who  appeals 
from  a  judgment  rendered  against  him,  is 
never  said  to  commence  or  prosecute  a  suit 
against  the  plaintiff  who  has  obtained  the 
judgment.  The  writ  of  error  is  given  rather 
than  an  appeal,  because  it  is  the  more  usual 
mode  of  removing  suits  at  common  law,  and 
because,  perhaps,  it  is  more  technicallv  proper 
where  a  single  point  of  law,  and  not  the  whole 
case,  is  to  be  re-examined.  But  an  appeal 
might  be  given,  and  might  be  so  regulatea  as 
to  effect  every  purpose  of  a  writ  of  error. 
The  mode  of  removal  is  form,  and  not  sub- 
stance. Whether  it  be  by  writ  of  ern>r  or 
appeal,  no  claim  is  asserted,  no  demand  is 
made,  by  the  original  defendant ;  he  only  as- 
serts the  ccmstitiitional  right  to  have  his  de- 
fence examined  by  that  tribunal  who>o  ]in.»- 
vince  it  is  to  construe  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Union."        *        ♦        • 

The  point  of  view  in  which  thin  writ  "f 
error,  with  its  citation,  has  been  i'on>iden\l 
uniformly  in  the  courts  of  the  Union,  has  U-cn 
well  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the  i-i.urM* 
of  this  court  in  suits  instituted  bv  tlio  Viiiti'd 
States.    The  universally  rccoivcJ  opinion  i^, 
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tlmt  no  8uit  can  be  commeDced  or  prosecated 
against  the  United  States  ;  that  the  judiciary 
act  does  not  authorize  such  suits :  jet  writs 
of  orror,  accompanied  with  citations,  have 
uniformly  issued  for  the  remoTal  of  judgments 
in  favor  of  the  United  States  into  a  superior 
court,  where  they  have,  like  those  in  favor  of 
an  individual,  been  re-examined,  and  affirmed 
or  reversed.  It  has  never  been  suggested 
that  such  writ  of  error  was  a  suit  against  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  appellate  court. 

It  in,  then,  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the 
defendant  who  removes  a  jud^ent  rendered 
against  him  by  a  state  court  into  this  court, 
for  the  purpose  of  re-examininc  the  question 
whether  that  judgment  be  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  does 
not  commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  azainst  a 
state,  whatever  may  be  its  opinion,  where  the 
effect  of  the  writ  majr  be  to  restore  the  party 
the  possession  of  a  thing  which  he  demands/' 

Jaxes  Buchakan, 
William  W.  Ellsworth, 
E.  D.  White. 

A  bill  wikH  accordingly  reported  (4  against 


3  in  committee),  and  on  an  objection  to  its 
second  reading  by  Mr.  Doddridge,  it  was  re- 
jected by  the  following  vote :— ^ 

Tjui.— BiMnrt.  Aadcnon,  AruMtwug,  Arnold,  Btilaj, 
Noyey  Barber,  John  S.  Barboar,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Batra, 
Bajrlor,  Beekmao,  John  Blair,  Boekea,  Boon,  Borst  Drodhcad, 
Brown,  Bufffaaaan,  Bofgaa,  Butmaa,  Oahoon,  Chilton,  Clark, 
Oondiet,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlea,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Crughtoo.  Crodieron,  Crowninahield.  John  Datia, 
Deberrj,  DennT,  De  Witt,  Biekinaon,  Doddridge,  Dorwy. 
Drajton,  Dwight,  Bager,  ICarU,  Blkworth,  Q.  Brana,  Johua 
Erana,  Edward  Brerett,  Vlndlaj,  fflnch.  Fbrward,  Fry, 
Gilinore,Ck>rhain,  Green,  GrenneU,0iu1y.  Halaey,  Hemphill, 
Hodgeea,  HoHand,  Hoffknan,  H«bbard,Uaghea,  Hunt,  Huutp 
tngton,  Ihrle,  IngeraoU,  Thomaa  Irwin,  Wm.  W.  Irrin,  Johna, 
C.  Johnston,  Kendall,  Kennon,  KineaM,  Perkina  King, 
Adam  King,  Leairitt,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letdwr.  Ifagee,  Mallary, 
MarCindala,  Lewia  Slaxwell,  MeCreery,  MoDnffle,  Mclntire, 
Mereer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Honell,  Muhlenberg,  Norton, 
Pearoe,  PleraonLPowera,  Reed,  RSefaardaon,  Roae,  Ruaaell, 
Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Hieppeni,  SUelda, 
Sill,  Speight,  A.  Spencer,  B.  Spencer,  Sptigg,  Standeftr, 
Stoigere,  Henry  B.  StorrB,Win.  L.  Storre,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  J.  Thomson,  Tanee,  Yammm* 
Terplanck,  Vinton,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  0.  P. 
White,  E.  D.  White,  WHliama,  Wilson.  Wingate,  Tonng^— 137. 

Nat& — ^Measra.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel,  BamweU, 
Bell,  Jamea  Blair,  Bcnoldin,  Outbreleng,  CMnpbell,  Chandler, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Coleman,  Conner,  Daniel,  DaTenport,  W.  B. 
Daris,  Deuba.  Draper,  Foster,  Oaither,  Gordon,  Hail,  Harr^y, 
Haynea,  Hinds,  Jarria,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Leeompte, 
Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Loron,  Martin,  Thomaa  Maxwdl, 
McCoy,  Nuckolls,  Orerton,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Roane,  Wiley  Thompaon,  Trsarant,  Tucker,  WloklUb,  Wild, 
Yaaeey^-61. 


TariOs. 

The  seyxral,  in  acted  bt  Congress  from  1789  to  1857. 


Character  of  the  Bill  and  other  remarks. 


Date  of  each  Aet 


No.  1. 
o 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 
0. 

10. 


11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


18. 
19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 
24. 
25. 


Specific  and  ad  valorem  rates,  latter  from  5  to  15  per  cent,  .  . 
Specific  and  ad  valorem  rates,  latter  from  3  to  15}    "  ... 

This  act  only  affected  "  spirits"  paying  specific  duties,  .... 
Specific  and  ad  valorem  rates,  latter  from  7}  to  15  per  cent.,  .  . 
Specific  and  ad  valorem  rates,  latter  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  .  . 
Tnis  act  affected  but  few  articles  paying  specific  and  ad  valorem 

rates, 

This  act  affected  but  few  articles  paying  specific  and  ad  valorem 

rates, 

This  act  only  affected  **  salt"  paying  a  specific  duty, 

This  act  affected  but  few  articles  paying  specific  and  ad  valorem 

rates, 

This  act,  commonly  called  "  Mediterranean  fund,''  imposing  an 

additional  duty  of  2}  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  duties  now 

imposed  by  law,       

This  act  affected  but  few  articles  paying  specific  rates,  .... 
This  act  imposed  double  duties,  knovrn  as  war  dtUies,  .... 
This  act  only  sheeted  "  salt"  paying  a  specific  dutf ,  .... 
This  act  continued  the  double  duties,  No.  12,  to  30th  June,  1817, 
Specific,  minimum,  and  ad  valorem  rates,  latter  from  7 i  to  30  per 

cent., 

This  act  affected  but  few  articles  payinjg  specific  rates,  «... 
This  act  affected  but  few  articles  paying  specific  and  ad  valorem 

rates, 

This  act  only  affected  **  wines"  paying  specific  rates,  .... 
Specific,  minimum,  compound,  and  m  valorem,  latter  from  12  to 

50  per  cent., 

Specific,  minimum,  compound,  and  ad  valorem,  latter  from  20  to 

50  per  cent., 

This-act  only  affected ''wines"  paying  specific  rates,  .^  .  .  .  . 
This  act  omy  affected  "  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa,"  paying  specific 

rates,  and  reducing  the  rate, 

This  act  only  affected  "  molasses"  paying  specific  rates,      .    .    . 

This  act  only  affected  "  tM'  paTing  speoific  rates* 

This  act  only  affected  "  wines  of  France"  paying  spedflo  rates,  . 


1  4  July,  1789. 
10  August,  1790. 
3  March,  1791. 

2  May,  1792. 

7  June,  1794. 

29  January,  1795. 

3  March,  1797. 

8  July,  1797. 

13  May,  1800. 


26  March,  1804. 

27  March,  1804. 
1  July,  1812. 
29  July,  1813. 

5  February,  1816. 

27  April,  1816. 
20  AprU,  1818. 

20  April,  1818. 
3  March,  1819. 

22  May,  1824. 

19  May,  1828. 
24  May,  1828. 

20  May,  1830. 
29  May,  1830. 
29  May,  1830. 
13  Ji 
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Character  <tf  the  bill  and  other  remarka. 


Date  of  each  JUL 


26.  ;  Specifio,  minimum,  compound,  and  od  valorem,  the  latter  from  5 

to  50  per  cent., 

27.  '  This  act  oSected  but  few  articles  paying  ad  valorem  rates,  .    .    . 

28.  ;  Compromise  Act — ^looking  to  a  reduction  of  duties  to  20  per  cent., 

29.  ;  Specific  and  ad  valorem,  latter  from  12}  to  20  per  cent,    .    .    . 

30.  ,  Specific,  minimum,  compound,  and  ad  valorem,  the  latter  from  1 
to  50  per  cent, 

The  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  this  act  are  exclusively  ad  valorem, 
and  arranged  by  schedules,  and  from  5  to  100  per  cent.,     .     . 

The  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  this  act  are  exclusively  ad  valorem, 
arranged  by  schedules,  and  from  4  to  30  per  cent.,    .... 


31. 


90 


14  July*  1832. 
2  March,  1833. 

2  March,  1833. 
11  Sept'r,  184L 

30  Augnet,  1842. 

30  July,  184G. 

3  March,  1857. 


1.  Entitled  "An  act  for  laying  a  duty  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States." 

Tliis  act  consists  of  specific  and  ad  valorem 
duties,  the  latter  ranging  from  five  to  fifteen 
per  centum.  The  free  list  quite  small.  It 
was  approved  on  the  4th  July,  1789. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  not  taken  in  either  House  of  Congress. 

2.  Entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provi- 
sion fur  the  payiueut  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States." 

This  net  consists  of  specific  and  ad  valorem 
duties,  the  latter  rangmg  from  five  to  fifteen 
and  a  half  per  centum.  The  free  list  quite 
small.  It  was  approved  on  the  10th  August, 
1790. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows: — Yeas  40; 
nays  15. 

In  the  Senate  the  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

3.  Entitled  "  An  act  rcapealing,  after  the 
last  djiy  of  June  next,  the  duties  hen^toforc 
laid  upon  distilled  spirits  importel  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and 
also  njvm  spirits  ilistilled  within  tlie  United 
States  and  f^r  appropriating  the  same." 

This  act  only  affijctcd  **  spirits,"'  the  duties 
beino;  jilto^other  specific.  It  was  approved  on 
the  ;ld  March,  1791. 

The  votn  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  ]>assage  stood  as  follows : — Yeas  35  ; 
nav-<  21. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was,  yeas  20 ;  nays  5. 

4.  Entitled  *'  An  act  for  raising  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned!." 

This  aot  consists  of  specific  and  ad  valorem 
duties,  the  latter  rangmg  from  seven  and  a 
half  to  fifteen  per  centum.  The  free  list 
quite  small.  It  was  approved  on  the  2d  May, 
1792. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — ^Yeas  37 : 
nays  20. 

In  the  Senate  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

5   Entitled  **  An  act  laying  additional  duties 


on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
tire  United  States." 

This  act  consists  of  specific  and  ad  ▼idorm 
duties,  the  latter  ran^ne  from  ten  to  tiventy 
per  centum.  The  free  list  not  extended.  R 
was  approved  on  the  7th  January,  1794. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  not  taken  in  either  House  of  Congress. 

6.  Entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise." 

This  was  limited  to  but  few  articles  (five) 
specific  and  ad  valorem,  the  latter  being  ten 
and  twenty  per  centum.  It  was  approved  on 
the  29th  Januarv,  1795. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  not  taken  in  either  House  of  Con;'re6S. 

7.  Entitled  "  An  act  for  raising  a  further 
sum  of  money  by  additional  duties  on  certain 
articles  imported,  and  for  other  purni^scs." 

This  was  limited  to  but  few  articles  (ten) 
specific  and  ad  valorem,  the  latter  being  at  fif- 
teen per  centum.  It  was  approved  on  the  3d 
Marcn,  1797. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Represenatives  ou 

its  passage  stood  as  follows  : — Yeas  60  ;  nays 
oi 

In  the  Senate  tlie  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

8.  Entitled  "  An  act  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

This,  as  its  title  indicates,  only  affected  the 
duty  on  "  salt,"  fixing  the  same  at  20  cents 
per  bushel.  It  was  approved  on  the  8th  Julv, 
1797. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — Yeas  45 ; 
nays  40. 

In  Senate,  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

9.  Entitled  "  An  acttf>  lay  additional  duties 
on  certain  articles  imported." 

This  act  is  confined  to  certain  enumerated 
articles,  which  pay  specifics  and'  ad  valorems. 
the  latter  being  at  twelve  and  a  half  per  eeii- 
tum.    It  was  approved  on  the  13th  May,  l^^N). 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  not  taken  in  either  House  of  Congress. 
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10.  Entitled  '*  An  act  farther  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbary  powers." 

This  act  is  commonly  called  the  **  Mediter- 
ranean fund/'  and  imposed  an  additional  duty 
of  2^  per  centum  ad  Talorem,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  upon  all  goods 
paying  an  ad  valorem  duty.  It  was  approved 
on  the  26th  March,  1804. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage,  stood  as  follows: — Teas  98; 
nays  — . 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  20,  nays  5. 

11.  Entitled  "An  act  imposing  more  spe- 
cific duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  arti- 
cles, and  also  for  levring  and  collecting  light 
money  on  foreign  snips  or  vessels,  and  for 
other  purposes.'' 

This  act'Consists  altogether  of  articles  pay- 
ing specific  duties,  and  the  free  list  extended 
to  six  articles.  It  was  approved  on  the  27th 
March.  1804. 

The  vote  in  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows: — Yeas  65; 
nays  41. 

In  the  Senate,  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

12.  Entitled  *'  An  act  for  imposing  (double) 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

This  act  was  approved  Ist  July,  1812,  and 
the  duties  imposed  commonly  known  as  the 
war  duties,  being  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — Yeas  76 ; 
nays  48. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  20,  nays  9. 

13.  Entitled  "  An  act  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels 
employed  in  the  fisheries." 

This,  as  its  title  indicates,  only  affected  the 
duty  on  "  salt,"  fixing  the  same  at  20  cents 
per  bushel,  computing  the  same  at  56  pounds. 
it  was  approved  on  the  29di  July,  1813. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — Yeas  90 ; 
nays  55. 

The  vote   in  the  Senate  was    yeas   20, 
nays  10. 

14.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  other  purposes.' " 

Double  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  Ist 
July,  1812,  continued  until  30th  June,  1817. 
Additional  duty  until  a  new  tariff  of  duties 
shall  be  levied  by  law  after  30th  June,  1817 ; 
this,  however,  never  went  into  operation,  being 
superseded  by  the  act  approved  27th  Apri^ 
1816.    It  was  approTod  on  the  5th  Feb.  1816. 


In  the  HoQse  of  RepreeentaUves,  yeas  and 
nays  not  taken. 
The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  25,  nays  5. 

15.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnaee." 

By  this  act  the  whole  tariff  system  was  re- 
modelled. It  consists  of  specific  and  ad  valo- 
rem duties,  the  latter  ranging  from  seven  and 
a  half  to  thirty  per  centum.  For  the  first 
term  the  minimum  feature  is  introduced  and 
applied  to  cotton  cloths  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion, and  on  cotton,  tvnst,  yam,  and  threaa. 
It  was  approved  on  the  27th  April,  1816. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows: — ^Yeas  88; 
nays  54. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  25,  nays  7, 
on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading.  On 
its  passage  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

16.  Entitled  *'  An  act  to  increase  the  duty 
on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  iron  in  pigs,  cast- 
ings, nails  and  alum." 

This  act,  as  its  title  indicates,  only  affected 
the  duty  on  certain  articles  (seven)  payins 
specific  duties.  It  was  approved  20th  Aprif 
1816. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows: — Yeas  88; 
Nays  4/ . 

m  the  Senate,  yeas  and  nays  not  taken. 

17.  Entitled  '*  An  act  to  increase  the  duties 
on  certain  manufactured  articles." 

This  act  affected  the  duties  on  but  thirteen 
articles,  paying  specific  and  ad  valorem  duties, 
of  the  latter  ranging  from  twenty- four  to  thirty 
per  centum.  It  was  approved  20th  April,  1816. 
The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
not  taken  in  citlier  House  of  Congress. 


18.  Entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  wines." 

This  act,  as  its  title  indicates,  only  affected 
the  duty  on  wines  not  enumerated  in  the  act 
of  27th  April,  1816,  fixing  the  rates  of  duty  at 
20  and  25  cents  per  gallon.  It  was  approved 
3d  March,  1819. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
not  taken  in  either  House  of  Congress. 


19.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

This  act  changed  the  whole  system  of  duties. 
It  consists  of  specifics,  ad  valorcms,  compounds 
and  minimums,  in  addition  to  cotton  cloths, 
twist,  yam  and  thread,  the  minimum  system 
is  extended  to  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  hats 
or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip  or  graMs,  the  ad  va- 
lorems  range  from  twelve  to  fifty  per  cent.  It 
was  approved  on  the  22d  May,  1824. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — Yeas  105 ; 
nays  94. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was: — ^Yeas 
nays  21. 
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20.  Entitled  "  An  act  in  alteration  of  the 
BOveral  acts  iinpOBing  duties  on  imports." 

T\m  act  changes  tne  rates  of  duty  upon  the 
articles  name<l  therein — which  pay  specifics, 
ad  valorems,  compound  and  minimums,  the 
latter  is  now  extended  to  manufactures  of 
wool  and  form  four  clasRes,  Ist,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed 50  cents,  shall  be  deemed  to  cost  50  cents ; 
2d,  si  Kill  exceed  50  cents  and  not  exceed  $1, 
shall  l>e  deemed  to  cost  $1.00 ;  3d,  shall  ex- 
ceed ;i<l  and  not  exc^^eil  $2.50,  shall  be  deemed 
to  onst  $2.50 ;  4th  shall  exceed  $2.50  and  not 
exceed  $4,  shall  l>e  deemed  to  cost  $4,  and 
t  livroon  ti»  pay  a  duty  of  forty-five  per  centum. 
AVool  is  subject  to  a  compound  duty  of  4  cents 
per  pound  aaid  ad  valorem  of  40  per  cent  for 
one  year,  45  per  cent,  two  years  and  there- 
iifler  50  per  centum  in  addition.  The  ad  va- 
iDrunis  range  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  centum, 
ii  wa.s  apjiruved  on  the  19th  May,  1828. 

'J'iu*  vi»te  on  its  passage  in  the  IIouso  of 
Kr-prc-'ciitatives  stood  as  follows: — Yeas  105  ; 

LUVS  94. 

I 

Yr.  ».'■,— .M^-isr*.  Andermn  of  Pa..  Armstrong  of  Va.,  Bald- 
wii.1  i>i'  <'iiiiu.,  lUrWr  of  Conn.,  Barlow.  Barnard  of  N.  Y., 
H'lrhiT  of  0..  Bi'ldcn  of  N.  Y.,  Blake  of  Ind.,  Brown 
of  N.  If.,  niichaniin  nf  I>a.,  Buckn(>r  of  Ky.,  Buck  of  Vt, 
]:iirin«T  (if  N.  Y..  linrgtfn  of  IL  I..  Chaw  of  N.  Y.,  Chilton 
lit  Vu  .  riiirkp  nf  N.  Y..  ClarkH  of  Ky.,  Condiot  of  Ky.,  Coul- 
t'T  of  1*11..  (^n-i^bton  of  O.,  Crownin«hield  of  MwtL,  Daniel 
v(  Kv,.  D:ivi'ii|iort  of  0.,  De  Graff  of  N.  Y.,  Dickinaon  of 
N.  v..  Diinr-an  of  111.,  Dwl^^ht  of  Mass.,  Earll  of  N.Y.,  Flnd- 
l.iv  of  (>.,  Forwnnl  of  Pal,  Fry  of  Pa.,  Oamiwy  of  N.  Y., 
<i!trr»iw  r.f  \.  Y.,  Urtoti  of  Pa.,  Harvey  of  N.  II.,  Ilealy  of 
N.  H..  Ilolil.ie  of  N.  Y.,  Hoffman  of  N.  Y„  Hunt  of  VL, 
.T«Miiiiii(r'«  of  Ind.,  .lohnH  of  Dol..  Kwtie  of  N.  Y..  King  of  Pa., 
I.Mwreiiro  of  Piu.  lAM*ompt4)  of  Ky.,  Leffler  of  Va.,  Lietchor  of 
Kv  ,  Urtli^  of  Md.,  Lyon  of  Ky.,  Magee  of  N.  Y.,  Mallary  of 
Vt..  Miirk.'ll  of  N.  Y.,  Marttndale  of  \.  Y.,  Marvin  of  N.  Y., 
>I:i\wh1I  of  Va..  McHatton  of  Ky..  McKean  of  Pa.,  McLean  of 
U,  MiTwiii  of  0)nn.,  Metcnlfr  of  Ky.,  Miller  of  Pa.,  Miner  of 
I'a..  Mltiliell  of  Pa.,  M«/ore  of  Ky.,  Orr  of  Pa..  PholpR  of  Conn., 
PiiT.-on  of  N.  J..  Kanifley  of  Pa,,  Kumu*I1  of  O.,  ^<6rKeant  of 
Pa .  Slouno  of  O.,  Smith  of  Irnl..  Stanberry  of  0.,  Stevenson 
of  Pa.,  Su-rijf^re  of  i*a..  Stewart  of  Pa..  Storrs  of  N.  Y., 
Slow.T  of  N.  Y.,  Stronj?  of  N.  Y.,  Swann  of  N.  J.,  Swift  of 
vt..  Siithrrlaii.l  f.f  Pa.,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Thompron  of  N.  J., 
Trai'v  of  N.  Y..  Turker  of  N.  J.,  Vunce  of  O.,  Van  Horn  of 
Ph..  Van  Uenssel.icr  of  N.  Y.,  Viuton  of  0.,  Wales  of  Vt., 
Whipple-  of  .\.  ir..  Whiltl...M»v  of  (►.,  Wickllff«  of  Ky.,  Wiliu.n 
of  Ph.,  J.  J.  W.iyd  of  N.  Y..\<ilR«  WikkI  of  N.  \'.,  Woods  of 
I).,  W<H>.|«K:k  of  N.  Y..  Wolff  of  Pa.,  Wright  of  X.  Y.,  Wright 
of  (>..  Yanooy  of  Al«.— lO.i. 

Nats. — MeFsni.  Alexander  of  Va.,  AlMi  of  MaRi*..  Allen  of 
Va..  Alston  of  N.  C.,  Anil«*n«on  of  Me.,  Arrlier  of  Va.,  Bniley 
of  Maii.*.,  P.  P.  liarlKxir  of  Va..  Barker  of  S.  H..  Barrintntr 
of  N.  C.  Bartlett  of  N.  II.,  Bates  of  Miu*.-.,  Batou  of  Mo..  U*'ll 
of  T«nn..  Blair  of  T^nn.,  Brent  of  La.,  Itryau  of  N.  C,  Rut- 
mttii  of  Me.,  Oambreleug  of  N.  Y.,  Car»*on  of  N.  C,  CartiT  of 
S.  C,  Claiborne  of  Va.,  Conner  of  N.  C  Crockett  of  T«'nn., 
Culpepper  of  N.  C.  Davenport  of  Va.,  Davis  of  Majtv.,  Davis 
of  S.  <.\,  De«ha  of  Ti-nn..  Dorsey  of  .Mil.,  Drayton  of  S.  C. 
Kven-tt  of  Mass*..  Floyd  of  Oa.,  Fort  of  (Ja.,  (Inle  of  .Md..  fiil- 
mor  of  tJa..  (Jorham  of  .Mans^  Gurli-y  of  La..  Hail*'  <if  Mis-*., 
Hallock  «»f  N.  Y,,  II.1II  of  X.  C.  Hamilton  of  S.  C,  Hnyne.s 
of  Ua.,  Hoiltjes  of  .Maiui.,  Holmes  of  N.  C,  lugersoll  of  Conn.. 
lNirk<  of  Tenn.,  Johnson  of  N.  Y.,  McCov  of  Va..  McDuffie 
of  J*.  C,  Mclntire  of  Me.,  McKeeof  Ala.,  Mcn-er  of  Va.,  .Mitrh- 
ell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Newton  of  Va..  Nuckolls  of  S.  C, 
Oakley  of  N.  Y.,  O'Brion  of  -Me.,  Owen  of  Ala..  Pt-arre  of  K.  I., 
J'lunt  ««f  Conn..  Polk  of  Tenn.,  Randolph  of  Va..  lleM  of 
Maw.,   Hichanisnn  of  .Maps..  Kipley  of  Mo..  Rive««  of  Va.. 
iloaw.;  of  Va.,  Sawyer  i>f  N.  C,  Shcppord  of  N.  C  Smyth  of 
Va..  Spriiifue  of  Me.,  Taliaferro  of  Va..  TLomps<»n  of  (Ja. 
Trrzvimt  of  Va.,  Tucker  of  S.  C.  Turner  of  N.  C.  Vamum 
»»f  .\Ia«a.,  Verplanck  of  N.  Y.,  Ward  of  N.  Y.,  Wahhinxton  of 
3Id.,  WiM«m8  of  Md.,  Wilde  of  Ga.,  WUliama  of  N.  C,  Win- 
gate  of  Me.--94. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  20,  nays  21. 

YF\a.— Messrs.  Barnard  of  Pa.,  Barton  of  Mo..  Bateman 
of  N.  J.,  Benton  of  .Mo.,  Bonligny  of  La.,  Cliaae  of  Vt, 
Dickenwm  of  N.  .7.,  Katon  of  Tenn.,  Foot  of  Coun.,  Harris* >n 
of  O..  Hendricks  nf  Ind..  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kane  of  111., 
Knit:htof  K.  I.,  McLane  of  Del.,  Blarkp  of  Pa.,  Noble  of  Ind.. 
Bidgelfj  of  Del.,  Iluwau  of  Ky.,  KugglM  of  0.,  tfanfonl  of 


N.  T.,  SeymoDf  of  Tt.,  Thomu  of  IB-  ▼■■  liuia  cC  K.  T., 
Webster  of  Has*..  Wllley  of  Omui.p-46L 

NAT&r->Me«n«.  Berrien  of  du,  Bmndi  cf  N.  C*  Chi» 
bert  of  Md..  Qiandler  of  Me.,  Cblib  of  Qa,  Ellia  of  Wm. 
Hayne  vt  8.  C.  Johnston  of  La.,  King  at  Ala..  McKIbIotcC 
Ala.,  Macon  of  N.  C.  Purla  of  Me.,  Robbios  of  B.  I^  8a#> 
bee  of  Man.,  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of  8.  C,  Taiewrll  of  Va, 
Tyler  of  Va.,  White  of  Tenn.,  WilUamaof  Mm.,  Woadbar 
of  N.  H.— 20. 

21.  Entitled  "An  act  altering  the  duties  en 
wines  imported  into  the  United  States."  As  tbe  • 
title  (tf  tnis  act  indicates,  it  only  affects  the 
duties  on  wines,  which  are  all  specific  and 
range  from  ten  to  fifty  cents  per  gallon.  It 
was  approved  24th  May,  1828. 

Tlie  vote  on  its  passage  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  stood  as  follows :— Yems  79 ; 
navs  72. 

I'ho  vote  in  the  Senate  was: — ^Yeas  25; 
nays  10. 

22.  Entitled  '*  An  act  to  rednoe'the  duties 
on  cofiee,  tea,  and  cocoa." 

The  duties  on  the  articles  named  were  re^ 
duced  hy  this  act — the  rates  fixed  being  all 
specific.    It  was  approved  20th  May,  1830. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
hill  not  taken  in  either  Ilouse  of  Cong;res9. 

23.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the  dutr  on 
molasses,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  spirits 
distilled  from  foreign  materials." 

The  duty  on  molasses  was  reduced  to  5 
centi«  per  gallon  specific. 

It  was  appro vea  on  the  20th  May,  1830. 

The  vote  on  its  passap^e  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives stood  as  follows : — Yens  118 ;  navs 
60. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  on  a  third  reading 
was  yeas  30,  nays  8  ;  the  yeas  and  nays  not 
taken  on  a  final^passage. 

24.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  no 
salt." 

The  duty  on  salt  was  reduced  to  15  cents 
per  bushel  of  5C  pounds  specific.  It  was  ap- 
proved 29th  May,  1830. 
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The  vote  in  the  House  of  Kcprei«ontative« 
on  its  passage  stood  ils  follows: — Yeas  U^: 
navs  83. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was: — ^Yeas  24; 
nays  15. 

25.  Entitled  "  An  act  to  carrv  into  effect 
the  convention  betwocn  thr  (hiiteil  State:^  fnnl 
his  majcstv  the  Kin;xof  the  French,  conolud<si 
at  Paris  on  the  4th  .lulv,  1H31." 

This  act  affcH-tcd  the  duties  <m  the  wine"  i  f 
France,  the  10th  section  fixing  the  rates  « i 
duty  which  are  spooific.  It  was  approve*]' 
on  the  loth  July.  1S32.  The  voas  and  niiv* 
on  the  pa.y.sage  of  the  })ill,  n<.»t  taken  in  eitlK-r 
House  of  Congresis. 

2C.  Entitled  ''An  lU't  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposin;;  duties  on  impurts." 

This  act  repealed  all  previous  (knes  in  rela- 
tion to  fixing  the  rates  of  dutie.s,  and  inuHhSCil 
new  ones,  heing  fcee,  specifics,  ?oni pound,  ad 


Talorema,  and  mminnnnfl.  Tbt  free  list  h 
greatlj  extended,  manj  articles  subject  to  h 
oompound  dutj,  specific  md  ad  TaloremB — tlic 
ad  ^'alu^eIIlB  ranging  fram  five  bt  fifty  pee 
oeDtum — the  fuinimuiiu  only  applied  to  cottoii 
clotlis,  cotton  twiBt,  jani  and  thread.  Itwu 
approved  on  the  Uih  Julj,  1832.  The  vot« 
in  the  House  of  RepresentatiTefl  on  its  passage 
stood  as  follows :  Yeaa  132 ;  tuTi  65.  ! 

The  Tote  ia  the  Semite  was,  jeas  32  navk  ; 
16. 

27.  Entitled  "  An  aM  to  ecpliun  and  ameod 
the  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  'serenl  actK 
imposing  duties  on  imports  paaaed  July  14, 
1832,  so  far  as  relates  to  hardware  and  certain 
manufactures  of  copper  aod  brass  and  other 
articles." 

This  act  only  affected  certain  articles  oou- 
merated,  (seven)  all  payine  ad  valorem^.  It 
was  approved  2d  March,  1833. 

The  yeas  and  uays  nut  taken  in  the  Ilouae 
of  Representatives. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  waa  yeas  17,  nays  8. 

28.  Entitled  "  An  act  ta  modify  the  act  of 
the  14th  July,  1832,  and  all  other  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  imtiorts." 

This  is  ^nerallj  known  as  the  Compromise 
Act,  its  object  being  to  effect  a  gradual  reduc-  < 
tion  of  duties,  as  follows ; — 

From  and  after  31st  December,' 1833,  on  all 
articles  where  the  duties  shall  exceed  twenty 
par  centum  ad  valorem,  a  deduction  of  one  ' 
tenth  of  snah  excess. 

From  and  afierSlst  December,  1835,  another 
tenth  part  to  be  dedacted;  from  and  after 
Slst  December,  1837,  another  tenth  n^t  to  be 
deducted;  from  and  after  31st  December,  1830,  i 
another  tenth  part  to  be  dedncted ;  from  and 
after  Slst  December,  1S41,  one  half  of  the  resi- 
lue  to  be  deducted;  from  and  after  Slst  De- 
eerabor,  1842,  the  other  half  to  be  deducted ; 
thna  bringing  all  articles  down  to  a  uniform 
rate  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem.  This 
act  was  approved  2d  March,  1S33. 

The  TOte  in  the  House  of  Kepresentalives 
on  its  passage  stood  as  follows  :^¥cas  119 ; 
nays  85. 

Tlu^Mwn.  Ad*lr  ot  Kj.,  Alriandaot  Ti,  Chlllon 


«i.(^  THt»rfT«^11mwuriFfMlm.  Pidk  oflta*, 
Kaacbm  af  N.  C-  Bohm  of  Vl,  Root  of  N.  V.,  grmmai 
or  Ud.  Bewill,  Via.  O.  Stx^rd  or  M.  C.,  Au^nitiu  K. 
SbtnoteoTN.  C..8alib«(l^Spel^tor  V /•  ■___» 
Hd,  atuben;  sf  O,  S<u«lhr  ol  TcBEL,  Fi 


Wtti  of  K.Y,  WiAlncIOB  m 
of  N.  IL,  nidi*  WhHtlfln  u 
V.  Y,  Until  n.  White  ot  Im 

of  N,  C,  WotUiln(toii  of  Hd- 


WIlM  TbooiMiHi  of  On, 
Drfh.,Vfrp[aockorN.r, 
ltd,  ffiTU  olQia.  Wnta 


n.  Arnold  D{  Ttnn.,  Aditn 
11  of  I^,  No;m  Bu-bM  at 


N.  n,  Cbota  of  Man.,  aiUlsr  of  N.  T^  Ltmii  Oindirtllt 
H,  J,.  SlUii  OoBdll  of  N.  J^  Cookaof  O..  CoikoolN.  r, 

of  A.  V^  Povboni  or  Mm.  Dcddi  of  1'l,  Dowirt  ofh- 
IH«aioorN.  T^lni»orUiafC<inii..aKiria  Ktuu  ofSl^ 

VL.  Ford  of  Pi.,  OnBUII  of  Jlut,  Ililud  Uill  of  VL,  IM» 
Urof  L'lL.  HodnnofUu*..  llnKHiafH.r.,  KoEhnofN.J, 
RaaUntidinorOHni..  Ihriaof  Ph..  lonnnll  nrOouu-  Bfl»- 
dalL  of  UiK.  l(«iiioii  of  0.,  Klnif  of  Pa..  King  of  K.  V. 
IltMirrKIiigorPi.,  LMiIUofO.,  Mmnofp..,  StJCtrtr  ot 
Ind..  MiCxj  of  P.,  McKiDoiii  of  Pl.  Mw  *  "  ■*" " 
mn  of  DtJ~  MuUnbdrg  of  Pb.,  Ntinn  of 


«H7vtT0( 

if  Va^  iiOii- 


n  the  Senate  was  yeas  29,  nays 


L.  RlnK  of  Aim.,  StiniHiiii  .rf  N-CMillHOf 
*ofllI°,  Sprafuii.it'M^!T™:i...on^ 


»  of  da.,  Cnkt  < 


K.  ¥, 


I  of  Ill_  FoMn  n 


S.  Y,  Dniloi 

%  C  PlDd1» 

IMtlHr  of  Kjr.  aUokn  of  Pl.  Conlnn  of  Vl,  GtHBd  of 
8.  C  nonuu  U.  U>ll  of  N.  C.  Wm,  ilill  of  T^B..  nanwr 
of  N.H..  Ham* of  Kr.  irawklvi  uf  H.O.  HoffDiin  of  N.V, 
HoltiDd  of  Uk.  Horn  of  PL.  HowanI  sT  Mil.,  ilubburdof 
N.  a,  Irrlo  of  0.,  IxH-kiof  Tfiin.  Janl-or  Uf,  Jmllrrof 
lId.,RlrhanI  M.  JuliDvin  nf  Kt- Can  J.4>n«n  of  TrniiM 
Jwpb  Jobmon  of  Va.,  Karaa^rtt  <>f  M*,.  lUn*  of  Md. 
biur  of  Ua..  f^aatiHi  of  N.  v..  Lnuupta  of  Kt.,  Jirtrlut , 
of  Kt.,  Loirh  of  Ala.  I.toh  of  Kj.  VarJIi  of  Ah,  ni»n 
•f  Ta.  !ltar>hn11  of  K*..  HhwhII  of  Va.  Wmiam  UcC«  ot  | 
Va.,  HrDaaa  ot  a.  d,  Urinlin  at  iU,  HcKv  f  X.  a,  I 
UitdwU  of  S.  O,  Niwaao  (f  Oa.  .NVuna  af  Ta.,  NULtoUi  I 


a>ua..Tj\tT  of  Va,  Wmggtm, 
tTrighlotN.  v.— W. 

Pa.  IHrkiiMii  of  N.  J..  DndltT  of  N.  V„  Usn.iilcis  nf  Ind, 
Kolfht  of  R.  I.,  PrmUn  of  VU  Robblol  of  l{.  I..  RUKSlH 
ifU..SnDOIUOf  VL.  61U1»D(l(aia.,  l^mitlM.fMil.,  TlpUn 
>f  lod,  Wilatar  ctf  Mua,  Wllkloi  of  Pa.— 14, 

29.  Entitled  "  An  act  relating  to  duties  and 
Irawbacks." 

The  rates  of  duty  fixed  by  this  net  of  an 
td  valorem  character  did  not  exceed  twenty 
per  centum,  that  beiiig  the  maximum  rate— 
:he  lowest  being  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum, 
frhile  there  were  only  twelve  anicic.i  which 
aoid  a  specific  doty;  the  free  list,  however, 
ivas  extended,  and  embraced  a  great  many 
articles  heretofore  subject  to  pay  a  duty.  It 
rax  approved  on  the  lltii  Scpteml>er,  1841. 

The  vote  in  the  Hou!<c  c.f  ReprcKontatives 
9n  its  passage  stood  as  follows: — Yeas  llfi; 
nays  101. 

The  vote  in  tl^e  Senate  was  yens  ZZ,  nays 


30.  Entitled  "An  act  to  provide  revenue 
from  imports  and  to  change  and  nuHlcfy  exiss 
ing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  ntid  for 
iither  purposes." 

This  act  changed  the  entire  rates  of  duties 
!ind  fixed  the  same  at  specific,  ni 

iMuod  and  ad  valorenr ■■■- 

i'roraoneto  fifty  per  C( 

in  the  30th  August,  1842. 

TIm  TOta  in  the  House  of  It«presontatftes 
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oti  its  passage  stood  as  follows : — ^Yeas  105 ; 

nays  1U3. 

YciR.— Menm.  Allen  of  Me.,  Luideff  W.  AndrewB  of  Ky., 
Sherlock  J.  ADdrewi  of  0.,  Appleton  of  Mara.,  Aycrlgg  of 
N.  J..  Babrock  of  N.  \%  Baker  of  Mam^  Barnard  of  N.  Y., 
Barton  of  Va.,  BeeHon  of  Pa.,  Bidlack  of  Pa^  BInlacje  of 
N.  Y..  Blair  of  N.  T.,  Roardman  of  Oonn.,  Borden  of  Mau., 
BriKgf  of  .Ma.<«.,  Brockway  of  Conn.,  Charles  Brown  of  Pa., 
J.  Brown  of  ['a.,  Brunell  of  Man.,  Calhoun  of  Maiuu,  Childs 
of  N.  Y..  Cliitttfitdou  of  N.  Y.,  John  a  Clark  of  N.  Y.,  Jamea 
Cooper  of  Ta.,  Cowen  of  0.,  Cranston  of  R.  I.,  Cashing  of 
Maaii^  Daviii  of  Ky.,  DavL*  of  N.  Y.,  Edwards  of  Mo.,  Ever- 
ett of  Vt..  FurriH  of  .N.  Y.,  Fessenden  of  Me.,  Fillmore  of 
N.  Y..  <»erry  of  Pa..  Olddlugs  of  0.,  Patrick  ti.  Goode  of  0- 
Gordon  of  N.  Y.,  Grantor  of  N.  Y.,  Qustine  of  Pa.,  Hall  of 
Vt,  Ilaiiftt'fid  of  N.  J.,  llouck  of  N.  Y.,  Howard  of  Mich., 
HodMon  of  Mars..  Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  C.  J.  Ingereoll  of  Pa.,  Jo- 
■eph  IL  iDgeraoil  of  l>a.,  James  Irwin  of  Pa^  William  W. 
Irwin  of  Pa..  Kane  of  Pa..  John  P.  Kennedy  of  Md.,  Robert 
McClellan  of  N.  Y..  McKennan  of  Pa.,  Thomas  F.  Marshall 
of  Ky..  Manon  of  t ).,  Mattooks  of  Vt,  Maxwell  of  N.  J.,  May- 
nard  of  N.  Y.,  Mooru  of  La.,  Morgan  of  N.  Ym  Morris  of  0., 
Morrow  of  O..  Newbard  of  Pa.,  Osoomeof  Conn.,]^nnenter 
of  Mass.,  i'earco  of  Md.,  Piumer  of  Pa.,  Pope  of  Ky.,  Powell 
of  Va.,  L'rofRt  of  Ind.,  Ramwy  of  Pa.,  Randall  of  Me.,  Ran- 
dall of  .>Id..  lUudolph  of  N.  J..  Read  of  Pa.,  Rldgway  of  0^ 
Brlgi^  of  N.  Y..  Rodney  of  Del.,  Rosaell  of  0.,  Russoll  of 
Pa.,  8altoiiHtall  of  Mass.,  Sanford  of  N.  Y.,  Shule  of  Vt, 
Smith  of  Conn.,  iktllcni  of  Bid.,  Stratton  of  N.  J.,  John  T. 
Stuart  nf  III..  Taliaferro  of  Va.,  Richard  W.  Thompson  of 
Ind.,  Tniin(;h.iBt  of  R.  I.,  Toland  of  Pa..  Tomllnson  of  N.  Y., 
Trumbull  of  Conu.,  Van  Boren  of.N.  Y.,  Van  RensMlaur  of 
N.  Y..  Wnlluri:  of  Ind.,  Ward  of  N.  Y..  Edward  D.  White  of 
La.,  Willlrtms  of  Conn^  Joseph  L.  Williams  of  Tenn.,  Yorke 
of  N.  J.,  Young  of  Vt— 105. 

N.\Tri.— .Mi'B^rs.  Adams  of  Mass.,  Arnold  of  Tcnn.,  Arring- 
ton  of  .\.  C.  Atherton  of  N.  H.,  Black  of  Ga.,  Botts  of  Va., 
Boyd  of  Ky.,  Aaron  V.  Brown  of  Tenn.,  Milton  Brown  of 
Tcun..  Burke  of  N.  H.,  Butler  of  Ky.,  Caldwell  of  N.  C, 
Caldwell  ufS.  C.  John  Campbell  of  S.  C,  W.  B.  Campbell  of 
Tenn.,  Tliomas  .f.  Campbell  of  Tenn.,  Osruthers  of  Tenn., 
Cary  of  Va.,  Caoey  of  111.,  Clifford  of  Me.,  ainton  of  N.  Y., 
Coles  of  Vn.,  O^liuitt  of  Ga..  Doan  of  O.,  Dolg  of  N.  Y.,  Kd- 
wanlH  i)f  Mo..  K;sl>ort  Floyd  of  X.  Y.,  Foster  of  N.  Y.,  Fos- 
ter of  Ga.,  (}amblc  of  Ga.,  Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Gilmer  of  Va., 
GogKlo  "f  Va.,  Goode  of  Va.,  Graham  of  N.  C,  Green  of  Ky., 
Gwin  (>f  .Mifw.,  Ilaborvham  of  Ga.,  Harris  of  Va.,  Hastings 
of  0.,  Uityi*  of  Va.,  Ilolmesof  S.  C.  Hopkinx  of  Va.,  HouHton 
of  Ala.,  iiuhnrd  of  Va.,  Hunter  of  Va.  Jobnnon  of  .Md..  Cave 
Juhn-ion  of  Tfuo.,  .Tones  of  Va.,  Kennedy  of  Ind..  King  of 
Ga.,  LnnK  of  In.l..  Lewis  of  Ala..  Linn  of  N.  Y.,  Littlefield 
of  Me..  .M<-Clcllan  of  Tenn.,  McKuy  of  N.  C,  .McKeon  of 
N.  Y..  .Mallory  of  Va.,  Mason  of  Md..  .Mathiot  of  O.,  Math- 
ewii  of  •>.,  Mo<lill  of  ().,  Miller  of  .Me..  Mitchell  of  N.  C.  Ows- 
Iny  of  Kv.,  Pnvne  of  Ala,,  Rayner  of  X.  C  Reding  of  N.  II.. 
Reynr>lds  of  III.,  Khutt  of  S.  C,  Rogers  of  8.  C,  Rootterelt  of 
N.  y..  Saiin.lers  of  N.  0..  Shaw  of  N.  H.,  Shepperd  of  .N,  C, 
Khi«;I(l8  of  Al:t.,  William  Smith  of  Va..  Sprigg  of  Ky..  Stcen- 
rod  of  Va..  sJummerN  of  Va..  Sumter  of  S.  C.,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son of  Mi«<(..  Jolin  B.  Thompfion  of  Ky.,  Triplutt  of  Ky., 
Turuey  of  Tenn.,  Underwood  <»f  Ky.,  Warren  of  Ga.,  Wash- 
ington Of  N.  r..  Waterwn  of  T^nn.,  Weller  of  0.,  Wllliamn 
of  Md.,  H.  Willlaud  of  Tenn.,  Wise  of  Va.,  Wood  of  N.  Y., 
—103. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  24,  nays 
23. 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barrow  of  La.,  Bates  of  Mass.,  Bayard  of 
Del..  Burhanan  of  Pa.,  Choate  of  Mass.,  Conrad  of  La..  CrnfiM 
of  vt..  Crittenden  of  Ky.,  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Evann  of  .Mo., 
Huntin>rt<n  of  Conn..  .Miller  of  N.  J.,  Morehead  of  Ky.. 
PhclpR  of  Vt..  Porter  of  MIcli.,  Simmons  of  R.  I.,  Smith  of 
Ind.,  Spranue  of  .Me.,  Sturgeon  of  Pa.,  Tallmadgc  of  N.  Y., 
White  of  Tenn.,  Williams  of  Mc,  Woodbridgo  of  Mich.. 
WrL'ht  of  X.  Y.— 24. 

Nat.".— MeH«rs.  Allen  of  0.,  Archer  of  Va.,  Bagby  of  Ala., 
Benton  i>(  Mo.,  Rerrlen  of  (la.,  Calhoun  of  S.  C,  Clayton  of 
Del.,  Cutbbert  of  Oh..  Fulton  of  Ark.,  Graham  of  N.  C.,  Ilen- 
der!«on  of  .Miss.,  King  of  Ala.,  Linn  of  Mo.,  Mangum  of  X.  C 
Merrick  of  Md.,  Pn;HU)n  of  3.  C,  Rives  of  Va.,  Sevier  of  Ark., 
Smith  of  Conn.,  Tappan  of  0.,  Walker  of  Miss.,  Woodbury 
of  N.  11.,  Young  of  111.— 23. 


31.  Entitled  "  An  act  reducing  the  duty  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes." 

For  t!ie  first  time,  the  rates  of  duty  are  ex- 
clusively ad  valorem,  and  arranged  by  sche- 
dules ;  paying  from  5  to  100  per  centum.  It 
was  approved  on  the  30th  July,  1846. 

The  vote  in  the  llome  of  Representatives, 


Grorer  of  N.  Y.,  Hamlin  of  Me.,  HaraliOD  of  Ga-  U 
of  La..  Henly  of  Ind.,  Hllllard  of  AUu  Uo^  of  HI.,  Ilolafli  of 
8.C.,  Hopkins  of  Va.,  Hough  of  N.  Y.,  Honatoii  of  Ala.,  Bafeud 
of  Va.,  Hunt  of  Mich.,  Ilnnter  of  Tsu,  Jofanaon  of  N.  IL, 
Johnson  of  Va.,  Andrew  Johnson  of  Tenn,  Joiiai  of  Taon, 
Jones  of  Ga.,  Kanflnan  of  Texas,  Kennedy  of  Ind..  Tm^um 
King  of  N.  Y.,  Lawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Leake  of  Ta.,  Ia  tea  of 
La.,  Lumpkin  of  Oa.,  Maelay  of  N.  Y.,  MeCloUaBd  of  WA- 
McClemand  of  Ind.,  MoConneU  of  Ala,  HeOata  of  Ma,  M^ 
Dowell  of  U..  McDoweU  of  Vs.,  McKay  of  If .  CL,  Martin  if 
Ky.,  Martin  of  Tcnn.,  Monia  of  0.,  Morse  of  La,  MmillOB  of 
N.  H.,  Niven  of  N.  Y.,  Norris  of  X.  U,  Parish  of  O,  Fl^w 
of  Ala.,  l*errill  of  0.,  Phelps  of  Mo,  PiUibary  of  Texas.  Bal^ 
bun  of  X.  II..  Reld  of  I>a,  BalCi  of  Ho,  RbeU  of  &  C,  Xa^ 
orts  of  Miss.,  Sawtelle  of  Me,  Sawyer  of  0,  Simpaon  or  8.  CL 
Scammon  of  Me.,  Seddon  of  Va..  Alexander  D.  Simmi  or 
S.  C,  Sims  of  Mo.,  Thomas  Smith  of  Ind,  Soalth  of  HL, 
Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Starkweather  of  0,  St  John  of  O, 


on  its  passage,  stooa  ai  follows: — YeM  114} 
nays  95. 

YEA8.~Mosart.8toplun  Adanu  of  MIm,  Andmmi  aCMi, 

Atkinson  of  Va,  B^fly  of  Va,  Bedlnger  of  Ta,  Bsaloa  m 
N.  Y.,  Uiggs  ofN.  G,  Uaek  of  S.  0,  BowHd  of  Mo,  Bovdiff 
Ky .,  Brinkerboff  of  0,  Brockanbroa^  of  Fia..  Blown  of  Ta, 
Burt  of  S.  C,  Gatheart  of  Ind.,  Chapman  of  Va^  OhMW— ■ 
of  Ala..  Chase  of  Tenn,  Chipman  of  Mlrh.,  Clarfce  of  If.  G« 
Cobb  of  Ga..  OolUn  of  N.  Y,  Oullom  of  Tmn,  CnanlnihaH 
of  0..  Daniel  of  M.  C,  Bargan  of  Ala,  OavU  of  Min,  Da  Mott 


of  N.  Y.,  Dobbin  of  N.  C,  Douglas  of  III,  Dnngoola  of  Va, 
Dunlap  of  Me.,  IQhiworth  of  N.  Y.,  Faran  of  O,  nekllnof  HL, 
Fries  of  U.,  UUea  of  Md.,  Goodyear  of  N.  Y,  Gonkm  of  y.  T, 


of  N.  v.,  Thompson  of  Miss,  Thurman  of  0,  Tfhatta  of  Ky. 
Towns  of  Gam  Tredway  of  Va,  Wick  of  IwL,  WiUlau  cf 
Me.,  Wiluiot  of  Pa,  Wood  of  N.  Y,  Woodward  of  B.  CTa» 
cey  of  Ala. — 114. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Abbott  of  Man,  Adams  of  Maaa,  AimU 
of  Tenn..  Ashmun  of  Mass.,  Barringer  of  N.  G,  Boll  of  Kr, 
Jauifst  lUack  of  Pa..  Blanchard  of  Pa,  BrodhMd  of  Pfe,  MD- 
ton  Brown  of  Tunn.,  Bufflngton  of  Pa,  Oampbril  of  N.  T, 
CampWIl  of  I>a.,  Carroll  of  N.  Y,  Cocke  of  Tenn,  OnllaiMr 
of  Vt.,  Cranston  of  K.  I.,  Crosier  of  Tenn,  Gnlvar  of  !f.  T, 
Darnigh  of  I'a..  Davis  of  Ky.,  Delano  of  O,  Dixon  of  Cbna- 
Dockery  of  N.  C  Edsall  of  N  Jm  Krdman  of  Pa,  Rwing  of 
Pa.,  Kwiug  of  Tenn,  Foot  of  Vt,  Foster  of  Pa.,  Garvin  of 
Pa..  Gentry  of  Tenn..  Gkidings  of  0,  Graham  of  N.  C,  Oi^ 
der  of  Ky.,  Grinnell  of  Mass.,  Hampton  of  M.  J.,  Harprr  of 
O.,  Holmes  of  N.  Y.,  Houston  of  Del.,  Hubbard  of  OoWi« 
llud.xon  <^f  Mass..  Hungerford  of  N.  Y.,  Hunt  of  N.  Y,  Cbftb 
J.  lugorMill  of  Pa.,  JaM»|>h  IL  logMraoIl  of  I'a..  J«>nklns  of 
X.  v..  King  of  Mass.,  Uib  of  Pa..  Li.'wh  of  N.  Y,  Uvln  of 
Pa.,  Long  of  .Md.,  McCiean  of  Pa..  .McUaughey  of  Ind .  MO' 
Henrv  of  Ky..  Miillvalneof  Pa.,  Mnr>h  of  Vt..  Miller  of  X.  Y, 
Moiii»'l  V  of  S.  v.,  Pendli'ton  of  Va.,  I»erry  of  >Id.,  Pc>Il«v*k  of 
Ph.,  KaiuiFity  of  Pa.,  Hitter  of  I'a.,  Koi^kwell  of  Mamu  Etock- 
well  of  Conn.,  K<x.t  of  O.,  Kunk  of  X.  J..  Itussell  of  N.  Y, 
i*cluMick  of  O.,  Seaman  of  X.  Y.,  S«*vrtranit»  of  Mo..  Suifth  of 
Coun.,  }<inith  of  N.  Y.,  Caleb  I).  Smith  of  Ind,  Stitphen*  of 
Ga..  8t4.'wart  of  Pa..  s>trohm  of  I'a.,  Sykes  of  X.  J..  ThiboJvaux 
of  La.,  Tliomasson  of  Ky.,  ThompHiin  of  Mass.,  Tliomptna  of 
Pa.,  Tildoii  of  O.,  Toomlw  of  Ga.,  Trnmbo  of  Ky..  Vancwof 
O.,  Vinton  of  <)..  Wheatonof  X.  Y.,  White  of  X.  Y..  WiulhtTfp 
of  .Ma^H..  WotKlruflT  of  X.  Y,  Wright  of  X.  J,  Yuung  of  Kv.. 
Yost  of  Pa.— 95. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  28,  nays  2S. 

Yeam. — MeKtiri*.  Allen  of  O.,  Af^hley  of  Ark.,  AtcIiLmn  i>l 
Mo..  Atherton  of  X.  II.,  Ilaghvof  Ala..  Bv'nton  of  Mo..  Br«v<ie 
of  111..  Hrii:ht  of  Ind..  Calhoun  of  8.  C,  C«iti«  of  Ml«4]..  Ctaak 
mors  of  .MihS.,  C^oliiuiU  of  Ga.,  Dirkinmn  of  X.  Y.,  Dix  I'f 
X.  Y..  FiilrlieM  of  Me.,  Ilsnnognn  of  Ind..  Iiuu-t<n  nf 
Texns.  .Iarnn^'in  of  Tenn.,  I/ewis  of  Ala.,  MrDuffle  <>f  .<  C. 
Pennybaekvr  of  Va..  Itusk  of  Texas,  tfemple  <if  HI.,  ^tI*^ 
of  Ark.,  .*<peight  of -Mii^s..  Turuey  of  Tenn,  We.«.icott  of  Fb.. 
Yiili-e  of  Fla.— 28. 

X.vYd. — Mifssrs.  Archer  of  Va.,  Derrien  of  Ga.,  Harrow  of  La« 
Cameron  "f  l»a.,  alley  of  X.  H..  J.  M.  Gay  ton  of  I>».1..  T.  CJjy- 
ton  of  D^I.,  Corwln  of  0.,  Orlttvnden  of  Ky,  Daviji  vf  Mass, 
Daytim  of  X.  J.,  Kvans  of  Me.,  Greene  of  K.  1.,  Iluntingtoa 
of  Conn.,  .Tohnmn  of  La.,  Johni^n  of  Md.,  .Maugum  of  N.  C, 
Miller  of  X.  J.,  Morehead  of  X.  C,  Ml««  of  Conn..  I*earc«  o' 
yu\.,  PhelpM  of  Vt,  t^immons  of  K.  I..  8turgcon  of  pa..  l> 
ham  of  VL,  Webster  of  Mass.,  Woodbridgo  of  aJirh.~<Mb 

Thus  making  a  tie,  when  the  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  (Mr.  DalUia)  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  bill  passed. 

32.  Entitled  *'  An  act  reducing  the  duty  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

This  act  is  exclusively  ad  valorem,  paying 
from  4  tc  30  per  oentom,  and  a  recroolioa 
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upon  the  rates  of  the  act  of  1846  (No.  31). 
The  free  list  is  extended,  and  now  embraces  a 
ereat  many  articles  heretofore  sabject  to  duty. 
As  this  is  the  present  law,  and  goes  into  effect 
on  the  1st  July,  1857,  the  Editor  should  re- 
mark that  this  does  not  indicate  the  views  of 
the  Uouse  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  sabject  of  the  tariff; 
but  is  the  result  of  a  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses. 
It  was  approved  on  the  3d  March,  1857. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, stood  as  follows : — ^Teas  122 ;  nays  72. 

Tiia.— Blenra.  Aikerif  AUen.  Barday.  BendUy  SI  Bametty 
BtDflon,  Bishop,  Bocockj  Bowie,  Branchy  Bofflnton,  Burlin- 

Sme,  Burnett,  OadwakuUrt  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Caiujlk, 
tlU^  Chaffee,  Esra  ClarkeL  Clinjman,  Wiaiamton  B.  W. 
CbM,  Comins,  Craigt,  Crawfird,  Damrdl,  Damdion^  HiuaiT 
Wnrrni  Davis,  Timothy  BaTis,  Day,  Dean,  Denoer,  De  Witt, 
DIckaoD,  DowddL  EimamdUan,  ElliotL,  Xttfflithf  SrontiDOi, 
Buans,  EvAwa.  i^mU-n^,  Flagler,  Flcrencet  Fostzr,  Thomae 
/.  D.  Fuller,  Ocumett,  Qtod*,  Oreenwoodj  Auffu$hu  IlalL,  J. 
BfORUBOTf  IlARais,  Sumpion  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Datist,  Herbert,  Tbomaii  R.  llorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton, 
ffouston,  JetoeU.  George  W.Jmes,  Keitt,  Ketty,  KidweOj  Knapp, 
Knowlton,  Lake,  Ldcher,  Lumpkin,  Mace,  Auxaxdeb  K. 
Mauball,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  MaxweUy  McMulUn,  JikQueen, 
KlUlan  Miller,  Smith  MOUr,  Mittaon,  Mmrrism,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  On-f  Acfc,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pike,  PoweU,  Purtear, 
Ouitman,  Rbadt,  Ruffin.  Rust,  Sa^,  Sandidffe,  Savage, 
Stward,  Shorter,  Samud  A .  Smith,  WiRiam  SnWi,  Wiluam  R. 
Shrb,  Spinner,  Stewart.  Stranahan,  Itdbott,  T^pan,  Tuylor, 
ThantOD,  Tralton,  Underwood,  F2iiZ,VALK,Wakeman,  Waiker, 
Israel  Washhume.  Welch,  Wells,  Wheeler,  WemrET,  WiUiams, 
Winslow,  Wood.  Woodruff,  Danid  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright, 
EOLUOOFTIR.— 123. 

Nats.— MeiPrs.  Akers,  Albright,  Allison;  Ball,  Barbonr, 
Heory  Bennett,  Billinghnrst,  Bingham,  Bliss.  Bradshaw, 
]lto«nt(m.  Broom,  James  II.  Campbell,  Oiruthers,  Colfax, 
OoTode,  Cragin,  Ccllen.  Cnmback,  Dodd,  Dukic,  Dnrfee,  Edie, 
HmT  M.  FULLER,  Galloway,  Granger,  Harlan,  Harrisoit, 
HbdgML  Holloway,  Howard,  Kelsey,  KiNirxTT,  King,  Knight, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Udxpbrxt  Marshall,  McCirty,  Mill- 
vard,  MooRi,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Norton,  Andrew  Ollyer, 
ncker,  Parker,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Prinze,  Purrlanee, 
RzcAms  Roberts,  Roblson,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Stanton,  Swops,  Tborington,  Tbdd,  T^son,  Wade, 
Walhridge,  Waldron,  Gadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Elihu  B. 
Waahbume,  Wataon,  Woodworth.— 72. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was  yeas  33,  navs  8. 
That  is,  upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
eommittee  of  conference. 

TkAB.— Messrs.  Adams,  Bill  of  Tenn.,  Bemjamin,  Biggs, 
Bigter,  BvtUr,  Clay,  Douglas,  Evans,  Fish,  FUoh,  Fitnatrwk, 
mter,  Oreen,  Qwin,  Uousroir,  Hunter,  Johnson,  Mallory, 
Jfoson,  Nourse,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Seward,  Stuart, 
tbombs,  Ibueey,  Trumbull,  WeOer,  Wilson,  ruke^—3&. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Mien,  Brodhoad,  Collamer,  Foot,  Oeyer, 
James,  Wade,  Wright,— 9, 


Temporal  Allegiance  dae  the  Pope. 

Extracts  from  the  declarations  and  testi- 
monies of  six  of  the  principal  universities  of 
Europe,  on  the  three  following  propositions, 
•ulmitted  to  them,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
by  the  Catholics  of  London,  in  1789  :— 

The  Propositions. 

1.  Has  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or  any  body 
of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  any  civil  authority,  power,  iurisdiction, 
or  pre-eminence  whatsoever,  withm  the  realm 
of  England? 

2.  Can  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or  any  body 
of  men,  or  any  mdiyidual  of  the  Church  of 
Bome,  absolve  or  dispeme  with  his  Migesfcy'B 


subjects  fhmi  their  oath  of  allegiance,  upon 
anv  pretext  whatsoever  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  principle  in  the  tenets  of 
the  Catholic  faith  by  which  Catholics  are  jus- 
tified in  not  keeping  faith  with  heretics,  or 
other  persons  differing  from  them  in  religious 
opinions,  in  any  transaction,  either  of  a  public 
or  a  private  nature? 

After  an  introduction,  according  to  the 
usual  forms,  the  Sacred  Faculty  of  Divinity 
of  Paris  answer  the  first  query  by  declaring: 

Neither  the  Pope,  nor  the  Cardinals,  nor 
any  body  of  men,  nor  any  other  person  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  hath  any  civil  authority, 
civil  power,  civil  jurisdiction,  or  civil  pre-emi- 
nence whatsoever  in  any  kingdom ;  and,  con* 
sequently,  none  in  the  kingdom  of  England, 
by  reason  or  virtue  of  any  authority,  power, 
jurisdiction,  or  pre-eminence  by  Divine  insti- 
tution inherent  in,  or  eranted,  or  by  any  other 
moans  beloneing  to  the  Pope  or  the  Church 
of  Rome.  This  doctrine  the  Sacred  Faculty 
of  Divinity  of  Paris  has  always  held,  and  upon 
every  occasion  maintained,  and  upon  every 
occasion  has  rigidly  proscribed  the  contrary 
doctrines  from  her  schools. 

Answer  to  (he  Second  Query, — Neither  the 
Pope,  nor  the  Cardinals,  nor  any  body  of  men* 
nor  any  person  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  can, 
by  virtue  of  the  keys,  absolve  or  release  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  England  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

This  and  the  first  query  are  so  intimately 
connected,  that  the  answer  of  the  first  imme- 
diately and  naturally  applied  to  the  second, 
&c. 

Answer  to  the  Third  Query, — There  is  no 
tenet  in  the  Catholic  Church  by  which  Catho- 
lics are  justified  in  not  keeping  faith  with 
heretics,  or  those  who  differ  from  them  in 
matters  of  religion.  The  tenet,  that  it  is  law- 
ful to  break  faith  with  heretics,  is  so  repug- 
nant to  common  honesty  and  the  opinions  of 
Catholics,  that  there  is  nothing  of  wnich  those 
who  have  defended  the  Catholic  faith  against 
Protestants  have  complained  more  heavily, 
than  the  malice  and  calumny  of  their  adversa- 
ries in  imputing  this  tenet  to  them,  &c,,  An, 

Given  at  Paris,  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Sorbonne,  held  on  Thursday,  the  eleventh 
day  before  the  calends  of  March,  1789. 

Signed  in  due  form. 

University  of  Douay,  January  5,  1789. — At 
a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  Divinity  of  the 
University  of  Douay,  Ac. 

To  the  first  and  second  queries  the  Sacred 
FacultT  answers: — That  no  power  whatsoever, 
in  civil  or  temporal  concerns,  was  given  by 
the  Almiehtv,  either  to  the  Pope,  the  Card> 


nals,  or  the  Church  herself,  and,  consequently, 
that  kings  and  sovereigns  are  not,  in  temporal 
concerns,  subject,  by  the  ordination  of  God,  to 
any  ecclesiastical  power  whatsoever ;  neither 
can  their  subjects,  by  any  authority  granttd, 
to  the  Pope  or  the  Church,  firom  above,  bo 
freed  from  their  obedience,  or  abeoWed  mm 
their  oath  of  aUeg^aiioe. 
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l%ia  i>  tbe  dootrin*  whioh  tlM  doeton  Mid 
prnfesBoni  of  dmoitr  bold  ud  tencb  in  our 
tchooli,  and  tiiia  til  uie  candidate!  for  degT«ee 
m  diTiniQr  maintain  id  their  public  thesei,  Ac. 

To  the  third  quBstion,  the  Sacred  Faculty 
•luwers: — That  there  ie  no  principle  of  tht- 
Catholic  faith,  b;  which  Catholioa  are  iustified 
in  not  keeping  faith  with  heretioa,  wno  diffeh 
from  them  in  religiouB  Opinions.  On  the  cod- 
tnrj,  it  is  the  nnanimone  doctrine  of  Catho- 
lics, that  the  respect  due  to  the  name  of  God 
•0  i^Ied  to  iritne»!i.  requires  that  the  oath  be 
hiTiolablj  kept,  to  whomsoever  it  in  pledged, 
whether  Catholic,  heretic,  or  iaftdeli,  &c. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  dae  fbrm. 

Dnieertiij/  of  Lowain. — The  Faculty  of 
IKvinity  at  Louvaia,  having  been  rcqueiitcd 
to  give  her  opinion  upon  tho  questions  above 
■tMed,  does  it  with  roidinese — but  struck  with 
Kstonishment  that  such  qnentions  sliould,  at 
theendof  this  eighteenth  con turj,  be  proposed 
to  anj  learned  body,  bj  inhabitants  of  a  king- 
dom that  glories  in  the  talenta  and  discern- 
ment of  its  natives.  The  Faculty  being  ax- 
sembled  for  the  above  pnrpose.  it  is  agreed, 
With  the  unanimous  assent  of  all  voices,  tu 
answer  the  first  and  seoond  queries  absolutely 
in  the  negative. 

The  Faculty  docs  not  think  it  incumbent 
upon  her  in  this  place  to  entf  r  upon  the  proofs 
of  her  opinion,  or  to  show  how  it  is  supported 
by  passages  in  tho  Holy  Scriptures,  or  the 
writings  of  antiquity.  That  has  already  been 
done  by  Bossnct,  De  Marca,  the  two  Barrlays, 
OoldaHtaa,  the  PithaeusO!),  Argenlre  Widring- 
tun,  and  his  Majesty,  King  Jaine»  the  First, 
in  his  dissertation  against  Bollnmiine  and  Du 
Perron,  and  by  many  others.  &c. 

The  Faculty  then  proceeds  to  declare  that 
the  sovereign  piwcr  of  the  stale  is  in  no  wise 
(not  even  indirectly,  as  it  is  termed)  subject 
to,  or  dependent  upon,  any  other  power, 
though  it  be  a  spiritual  power,  or  even  though 
it  bo  instituted  for  eternal  salvation,  &c. 

That  no  man,  nor  any  assembly  of  men. 
however  eminent  in  dignity  and  power,  not 
even  (he  whole  body  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
though  assembled  in  general  council,  can, 
upon  any  ground  or  pretence  whatRoevor, 
weaken  the  bond  of  union  between  the  sove- 
reign and  the  people ;  still  less  can  they  al)- 
solve  or  free  the  subjects  from  tiicir  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Proceeding  to  the  third  question,  the  said 
Faculty  of  Divinity  (in  perfect  wonder  that 
such  a  question  should  be  propnsed  to  her) 
most  positively  and  unequivocally  answers: 
That  there  is  not,  and  there  never  has  been, 
among  the  Catholics,  or  iu  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  any  law  or  principle 
wiiich  m^os  it  lavrful  for  Catholics  to  break 
their  faith  with  heretics,  or  others  of  n  diSer- 
eot  persuasion  from  themsolvCi',  in  mattem  of 
religion,  either  in  public  or  private  concerns. 

The  Faculty  declares  the  doctrines  of  the  ! 
Catholioa  to  be,  that  the  divine  and  natural , 
law,  wbiofa  m»kes  it  ft  du^  to  keep  faith  and ' 


prombw.  Is  tbe  «uae,  »M  ia  neilhar  whtkm 
nor  diminished,  if  those  with  whom  tb«  im- 
gagement  is  mside,  hold  errofieoiu  opinionB  b 
matters  of  religion,  Ac. 

Signed  in  due  form,  on  tho  18th  of  Noras 
her,  1788. 

Uttlrtrnty  of  AUala. — To  thafint  qoMtisi^ 
it  is  answered ;  That  none  of  the  persons  UMt- 
tionqd  in  the  proposed  i^oestioD,  either  indi^  . 
ilually  or  coltectirelj,  in  counsel  ftu«mbM, 
have  any  right  in  civil  mattera ;  but  that  all 
civil  power,  jurisdiction,  and  pre-eminence 
Lire  derived   from   inheritance,   election,  tht 


To  the  second,  it  is  aDswervd  in  lika  mao- 
ncr:  That  none  of  the  persons  above  men- 
tioned have  a  power  to  absolve  the  snLjecta 
(•fhis  Britannic  Majesty  from  their  oaths  nf 

To  the  third  question,  it  is  answeT«d :  Tbu 
the  doctrine  which  would  exempt  Catbolioi 
From  the  obligntion  of  keeping  faitn  with  hei^- 
tii-a.  or  with  any  otiicr  persons  who  dissent  fixm 
them  in  mattcrHofrelicion,  instead  of  being  an 
article  of  Catholic  faith,  is  onurely  repngnanl 

Signed  in  the  usual  f(>rm,  March  17,  17S9. 

Umtreniiy  of  Saiamnuea. — To  tbe  first  qiic» 
aoa,  it  is  answered  :  That  neither  Pone  nor 
Cardinals,  nor  any  assembly  or  indiviilual  of 
[he  Catliulio  Church,  hare,  as  snoh,  any  ehil 
authority,  power,  jurisdiction,  or  pre-«minenee 
[n  the  kingdom  of  Englan<l. 

To  the  M-i-orid,  it  is  answered:  That  neither 
Po|te  nor  Cnnlinals,  nor  any  aascmbly  or  in- 
Jividual  of  the  Catliolic  Church,  can,  as  sncb, 
absolve  the  subjt'cts  of  Great  Britain  fr(>oi 
their  oaths  of  ullcgi;ince,  or  dispense  with  in 
ubligations. 
To  the  (bird,  it  is  answered :  That  it  is  no 
■tide  of  Catholic  faith,  not  to  keen  faith  with 
liereticB,  or  with  persons  of  any  other  descrip- 
lion,  who  dissent  from  them  in  matters  of  re- 
signed in  the  ubual  form,  March  7,  1789. 

Vuirersitg  of  Pala^olid,— To  tho  first  ques- 
in,  it  is  answered ;  That  neither  Pope,  Car- 
dinals, nr  even  a  general  council,  have  any 
civil  authority,  power,  jurisdiction,  or  pre- 
eminence,  directly  «r  iiidireinly,  in  tho  kiuf- 
(loni  of  Ureal  Britain,  or  over  auy  other  kin|- 
ir  province  in  which  they  piissCEs  no  t«m- 

To  the  second,  it  w  answered:  That  nrithn 
Pope  nor  Cardinals,  nor  even  a  senoral  couo- 
til,  can  absolve  the  sub^euts  of  (ircat  BriluD 
fnim  their  iiatlis  of  allegiance  or  dispense  with 
their  obligation. 

To  the  third,  it  is  answered :  That  the  obU- 
Ijution  of  keeping  fuith  is  grounded  on  the  hw 
>)f  nature,  which  binds  all  men  et^ually,  with- 
itut  respect  to  their  religious  opinions ;  and 
with  regard  to  CalhoUes,  it  is  still  mure  oogenL 


TEMPORAL  ALLMIANGB  DUB  THl  POPS. 


MS 


as  it  18  oonflmied  by  the  prineiplefl  of  tibeir 

religion. 
Signed  in  the  usual  form,  February  17, 

1789.  _ 

"  The  Roman  Catholic  Archbishops  of  Ire- 
land, at  their  meetinc  in  Dublin,  in  1791, 
addressed  a  letter  to  tne  Pope,  wherein  they 
described  the  misrepresentations  that  had  been 
recently  published  of  their  consecration  oath, 
and  the  great  ii^ury  to  the  Catholic  body 
arisinc  from  them.  ♦  ♦  » 

"  Aner  due  deliberation  at  Rome,  the  con- 

Segation  of  Cardinals  appointed  to  superintend 
e  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  these  kmgdoms, 
returned  an  answer  (of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract),  by  the  authority  and  command 
of  his  holiness : — 

"  Most  Illustrious  and  most  Reverend  Lords 
and  Brothers : — 

"We  perceive  from  your  late  letter,  the 
great  uneasiness  you  labor  under  since  the 
publication  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  '  The  Pre- 
sent State  of  the  Church  of  Ireland/  from 
which  our  detractors  have  taken  occasion  to 
renew  the  old  calumny  against  the  Catholic 
religion  with  increased  acrimony;  namely: 
that  this  religion  is,  by  no  means,  compatible 
with  the  safety  of  kings  and  republics ;  be- 
cause, as  Uiey  say,  the  Roman  Pontiff  being 
the  father  and  master  of  all  Catholics,  and 
invested  with  such  great  authority,  that  he 
can  free  the  subjects  of  other  kingdom.s  from 
their  fidelity  and  oaths  of  allegiance  to  kings 
and  princes ;  he  has  it  in  his  power,  they  con- 
tend, to  cause  disturbances  and  injure  the 
public  tranquillity  of  kingdoms,  with  case.  We 
wonder  that  you  could  be  uneasy  at  theste 
complaints,  especially  after  your  nfost  excel- 
lent brother  and  apostolical  fellow-laborer,  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  other  strenuous 
defenders  of  the  rights  of  the  Holy  Sec,  had 
evidently  refuted  and  explained  away  these 
slanderous  reproaches  in  their  celebrated 
writing.  In  this  controversy,  a  most  accu- 
rate discrimination  should  be  made  between 
the  genuine  ri^ts  of  the  Apostolical  Sec,  and 
those  that  are  uiputed  to  it  by  innovators  of 
this  age  for  the  purpose  of  calumniating.  The 
See  of  Rome  never  taught  that  faith  is  not  to 
be  kept  with  the  heterodox :  that  an  oath  to 
kings  separated  from  the  Catholic  communion, 
can  be  violated:  that  it  is  lawful  for  the 
Bishop  of  Rome  to  invade  their  temporal  rights 
and  dominions.  We,  too,  consider  an  attempt 
or  design  against  the  life  of  kings  and  princes, 
even  under  the  pretext  of  religion,  as  a  horrid 
and  detestable  crime.  *  *  %.        * 

"  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  yet  in- 
fant church,  blessed  Peter,  prince  of  the  apos- 
tles, instructing  the  faithful,  exhorted  them  in 
these  words :  Se  ye  subject  to  every  human 
creature  for  God's  sake,  whether  it  be  to  the 
king  as  excelling,  or  to  governors  as  sent  by 
him  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for 
the  praise  or  the  good :  for  so  is  the  will  of 
God,  that  by  doine  weU  you  may  silence  the 
t^orance'^^ibolisnmeD.  The  Oattwlio  Church 


being  directed  by  these  precepts,  the  most  re- 
nowned champions  of  the  Chrbtian  name 
replied  to  the  Gentiles,  when  raging  against 
them,  as  enemies  of  the  empire,  with  furious 
hatred :  we  are  constantly  praying  (Tertullian 
in  Apologet  chap,  xxx.)  that  all  the  emperors 
may  eigov  long  life,  quiet  government,  a  loyal 
household,  a  brave  army,  a  figdthful  senate,  an 
honest  people,  and  general  tranquillity.  The 
bishops  of  Rome,  successors  of  Peter,  have  not 
ceased  to  inculcate  this  doctrine,  especially  to 
missionaries,  lest  any  ill  will  should  be  ex- 
cited against  the  professors  of  the  Catholie 
faith  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  enemies 
of  the  Christian  name.  We  pass  over  the 
illustrious  proofs  of  this  fact,  preserved  in  the 
records  of  ancient  Roman  Pontiffs,  of  which 
yourselves  are  not  ignorant  We  think  proper, 
notwithstanding,  to  remind  you  of  a  late  ad- 
monition of  the  most  wise  Pope  Benedict  XIV., 
who,  in  his  regulations  for  the  English  mis- 
sions, which  are  likewise  applicable  to  yon, 
speaks  thus :  The  vicars  Apostolic  are  to  take 
diligent  care  that  the  missionaries  behave  on 
all  occasions  with  integrity  and  decorum,  and 
thus  become  gtiod  models  to  others ;  and  par- 
ticularly that  they  be  always  ready  to  cele- 
brate tlie  sacred  offices,  to  communicate  proper 
instructions  to  the  people,  and  to  comfort  the 
sick  with  their  assistance ;  that  thev,  by  all 
means,  avoid  public  assemblies  of  idle  meu 
and  taverns.  *  *  «  The  vicars  them- 
selves are  particularly  chargeil  to  punish,  in 
such  manner  as  thoy  can,  but  severely,  all 
those  who  do  not  speak  of  the  public  govern- 
ment with  respect. 

"En;^land  nersclf  can  witness  the  deep- 
rooted  impressions  such  admonitions  have 
made  on  tiio  minds  of  Catholics.  It  is  well 
known  that,  in  the  late  war,  which  had  ex- 
tended to  the  greater  part  of  America,  when 
most  flourishing  provinces,  inhabited  almost 
by  pcr8(ms  separated  from  the  Catholic  Church, 
hail  renounced  the  government  of  the  king  of 
(ireat  Britain,  the  Province  of  Canada  aione, 
filled,  as  it  is,  almost  with  innumerable  Catho- 
lics, although  artfully  tempted,  and  not  yet  for- 
getful of  the  French  government,  remiuned  most 
mithful  in  its  allegiance  to  England.  Do  you, 
most  excellent  prelates,  converse  frequently 
on  these  principles ;  often  remind  your  sufiVa- 
gant  prelates  of  them ;  when  preaching  to 
your  people,  exhort  them,  again  and  again,  to 
honor  all  men,  to  love  the  brotherhood,  to  fear 
God,  to  honor  the  king. 

**  Those  duties  of  a  Christian  are  to  be 
cherished  in  every  kingdom  and  state,  but 
particuliirly  in  your  own,  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  where,  from  the  benevolence  of  a 
most  wise  king,  and  other  most  excellent 
rulers  of  those  kingdoms,  towards  Catholics, 
no  cruel  and  grievous  burden  is  imposed,  and 
Catholics  themselves  experience  a  mild  and 
gentle  government.  If  you  pursue  this  Una 
of  conduct  unanimously ;  if  you  act  in  the 
spirit  of  chanty ;  if,  while  you  direct  the  people 
of  the  Lord,  you  have  nothing  in  view  but  the 
salvation  of  souls,  adversaries  will  be  ashamftd 
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(wo  repeat  it)  to  cnlumniate,  and  will  freely 
acknowlcilgo  that  the  Catholic  faith  is  of 
heavenly  descent,  and  calculated  not  only  to 
procure  a  blesscil  life,  but  likewise,  as  St. 
Augiistin  observes,  in  his  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eighth  letter,  addressed  to  Marcellinns, 
to  promote  the  most  lasting  peace  of  this 
earthly  city,  inasmuch  as  it  is  tne  safest  prop 
and  shield  of  kingdom.  Let  those  who  say 
(the  words  are  those  of  the  holy  doctor)  that 
the  doctrine  of  Clirist  is  hostile  to  the  republic, 

S reduce  an  army  of  such  soldiers  as  the 
ootrine  of  Christ  has  required;  let  them 
furnish  such  inhabitants  of  provinces,  such 
husbands,  such  wives,  such  parents,  such 
children,  such  masters,  such  servants,  such 
kings,  such  judges,  finally,  such  payers  of 
debts  and  collectors  of  the  revenue,  as  the 
doctrine  of  Christ  enjoins,  and  then  they  may 
dare  to  assert  that  it  is  inimical  to  the  repub* 
lie — rather  let  them  not  hesitate  to  acknow- 
ledge that  it  is,  when  practised,  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  tlie  republic.  The  some  holy 
doctor,  and  all  the  other  fathers  of  the  Church, 
with  one  voice,  most  clearly  demonstrate,  b^ 
invincible  arguments,  that  the  whole  of  this 
salutary  doctrme  cannot  exist  with  permanent 
consistency  and  stability,  or  flourish  except  in 
the  Catholic  society,  which  is  spread  and  pre- 
served all  over  the  world,  by  communion  with 
the  See  of  llome,  as  a  sacred  bond  of  union, 
divinely  connecti|ig  both.  From  our  very 
hijgh  esteem  and  affection  for  you,  we  earnestly 
wish  that  the  groat  God  may  very  long  pre- 
serve you  safe.    Farewell. 

"  As  your  lordship's  most  affectionate  bro- 
ther, 

"  L.  Cardinal  Antonelli,  Prefect. 
**  A.  AncnnisHOP  of  Adex,  Secretary. 
"  liome,  Juno  23,  1791." 

The  following  document  was  drawn  up  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  committee  in  Dublin,  and 
published  by  them  on  the  17th  of  March,  1792, 
after  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  Archbishops 
and  Bishops  of  Ireland,  and  received  their 
entire  sanction.  To  give  it  greater  weight, 
tiie  same  instrument  was  put  into  the  form  of 
an  oath,  retaining,  as  far  as  possible,  the  very 
words.  It  was  tlien  submitted  to  the  Pope 
and  Cardinals,  who  solemnly  declare<l  that  it 
was  consonant  to,  and  expressive  of,  the  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine ;  and  then  it  was  taken  by 
the  Catholic  archbishops,  bishops,  priests,  anil 
laity  of  Ireland. 

"AVe  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  many  respectable  bodies  and 
individuals  among  our  Protestant  brethren,  do 
hereby,  in  the  face  of  our  country,  of  all  Europe, 
and  before  God,  make  this,  our  deliberate  and 
solemn  declaration. 

"We  abjure,  disavow,  and  condemn  the 
opinion,  that  princes  excommunicated  ])y  the 
Fope,  and  council,  or  by  any  ecclesiastical 
authority  whatsoever,  may,  therefore,  be  de- 
posed or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  by  any 
other  j>er8on8.  We  hold  such  doctrine  in  de- 
testation, as  wicked  and  impious;  and  we 


declare  that  we  do  not  belief«  that  either  tiM 
Pope,  with  or  without  the  general  ooanciL  or 
any  prelate  or  priest,  or  any  eccleeiMtical 
power  whatsoever,  can  absolve  the  sulgects  of 
this  kingdom,  or  anj  of  them,  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King  George  III^ 
who  is,  by  authority  of  Parliament,  the  lawful 
king  of  this  realm. 

"2.  We  abjure,  condemn,  and  detest  as  un- 
christian and  impious,  the  principle  that  it  is 
lawful  to  murder,  or  destroy,  or  anywise  iigure 
any  person  whatsoever,  for  or  nDder  the  pre- 
tence of  beine  heretics ;  and  we  dedare  aolemn- 
ly  before  God,  that  we  believe  no  act  in  ifcMlf 
unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked,  can  ever  be  jiul>> 
fied  or  excused  bv  or  under  the  nretence  or 
color  that  it  was  done  either  for  toe  flood  of 
the  Church,  or  in  obedience  to  anyecclesiaiti- 
cal  power  whatsoever. 

"  3.  We  further  declare,  that  we  bold  it  if 
unchristian  and  impious  principlet  that  'no 
faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics/  This  doc- 
trine we  detest  and  reprobate,  not  only  as  CQn> 
trary  to  our  religion,  but  as  destmotiTe  of 
morality,  of  society,  and  even  of  common 
honesty ;  and  it  is  our  firm  belief,  that  an  oath 
made  to  an  v  person  not  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
is  equally  binding  as  if  it  were  made  to  any 
Catholic  whatsoever. 

"  4.  We  have  been  charged  with  holding,  m 
an  article  of  our  belief,  that  the  Pope,  with  or 
"without  a  general  council,  or  that  certain 
ecclesiastical  powers,  can  acquit  or  absolve  as 
before  God  from  our  oaths  of  allegiance,  or 
even  from  the  just  oaths  or  oontracte  entered 
into  between  man  and  man. 

"Now  we  utterly  renounce,  abjure,  and 
deny  that  we  hold  or  maintain  any  such  belief, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  society,  inconsistent  with  morality,  and 
above  all,  repugnant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Catholic  religion." 

Below  we  give  an  extract  from  an  address 
of  the  Bishops  of  tlie  Catholic  Church  recently 
assembled  in  council  at  Baltimore : — 

Beloved  brethren  of  the  laity,  we  embrace 
you  all  with  paternal  affection,  and  entreat 
you  U)  walk  circumspccth*,  for  the  days  are 
evil.  You  know  what  manner  of  precepts  we 
have  given  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus : 
for  this  is  the  will  of  Goil,  your  sanctification. 
Be  peaceful,  sober,  just,  and  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  all  duties  towards  all  mankind. 
Practise  patience,  forbearance,  charity  to- 
wards all.  In  the  exenMse  of  your  richts  as 
free  citizens,  remeinl>er  your  re^»ponsibllity  to 
G<Hi,  and  act  as  frocmen :  but  not  as  having 
liberty  as  a  cloak  for  malice,  but  as  the  ser- 
vants of  God.  Respect  and  obey  the  con- 
stituted authorities :  for  all  power  is  from 
God,  and  they  that  resist  the  ordinances  of 
(t(h1,  purchase  for  themsolves  damnation.  Tt» 
the  general  and  state  governments  you  owe 
allegiance  in  all  that  regards  the  civil  order . 
the  authorities  of  the  Church  challenge  vonr 
obedience  in  the  things  of  salvation.  We  Lave 
no  need  of  pressing  this  distinction,  which  yon 
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fully  anderstand  and  eonstantly  obterre.  You 
know  that  we  have  uniformly  taught  you, 
both  publicly  and  privately,  to  penorm  all 
the  duties  of  good  citisens,  and  that  we  have 
never  exacted  of  you,  as  we  ourselves  have 
never  made  even  to  the  highest  ecclesiasti- 
cal authority,  any  engagement  inconsistent 
with  the  duties  we  owe  to  the  country  and  its 
laws. 

On  every  opportune  occasion  we  have 
avowed  these  principles,  and  even  in  our  com- 
munication to  the  late  pontiff  we  rejected  as  a 
calumny  the  imputation  that  we  were  in  civil 
matters  subject  to  his  authority.  Be  not 
disturbed  at  the  misstatements  of  our  tenets 
which  are  daily  made,  or  at  the  efforts  to 
deprive  us  of  our  civil  rights  and  of  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
Formidable  as  is  the  combination  for  this  pur^ 
pose,  we  do  not  despair  that  the  justice  and 
good  sense  of  the  nation  will  soon  discover  the 
groundless  character  of  the  suspicion  thrown 
on  the  fidelity  of  Catholics,  whose  religion 
teaches  them  to  respect  and  maintain  the 
established  order  of  society,  under  whatsoever 
form  or  government  they  may  be  placed. 
Brethren,  let  the  light  of  your  example  shine 
before  men,  that  they  ms^  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  your  lather  who  is  in 
Heaven.  Pray  for  the  conversion  and  salva- 
tion of  all  men,  for  this  is  the  will  of  God,  who 
desires  that  men  may  be  saved  and  may  oome 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

Given  under  our  hands  in  Provincial  Coun- 
cil at  Baltimore,  the  13th  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1855. 

t  Francis  Patrick,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore. 
t  Rich.  Vincent,  Bishop  of  Wheeling. 
t  Michael,  Bishop  of  Pittsburgh. 
t  John,  Bishop  ot  Richmond, 
t  John  Nepomucene,  Bishop  of  Philadelphia, 
t  Josue,  Bishop  of  Erie. 
John  Berry,  Adm'r  of  Savannah. 
P.  N.  Lynch,  D.  D.,  Adm'r  of  Charlestown. 


Richmond,  April  18,  1855. 

Rev.  Sir:  Having  heard  and  read  much 
declamation  against  the  Catholics,  because  of 
the  alleged  temporal  power  of  the  Pope,  I 
lake  the  liberty  to  inquire  of  you  whether  the 
Catholics  in  Virginia  do  acknowledge  any 
temporal  allegiance  to  the  Pope;  and  whe- 
ther, if  this  country  could  be  and  was  assailed 
or  invaded  by  the  army  of  the  Pope  (if  he  had 
one),  or  bj[  any  other  Catholic  power,  the 
Catnolic  citizens  of  this  country,  no  matter 
where  born,  would  not  be  as  much  bound  to 
defend  the  flag  of  America,  her  rights  and 
liberty,  as  any  native-bom  citizen  would  be ; 
and  whether  the  performance  of  that  duty 
would  conflict  with  any  oath,  or  vow,  or  other 
obligation  of  the  Catholics  ? 

My  purpose  is,  with  your  leave,  to  make 
this  note  and  your  reply  to  it  public. 
With  high  respecti  year  friend,  &c, 

Jameb  Lyons. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  April  19, 1855. 

Dear  Sir :  The  letter,  which  you  have  ad- 
dressed to  me,  contains  three  questions,  to 
which  you  ask  an  answer,  with  a  view  to 
publication. 

First  Question :  '*  Whether  the  Catholics  ia 
Virginia  do  acknowledge  any  temporal  alle- 
giance to  the  Pope  V 

To  this  I  answer,  that  unless  there  be  in 
Yirffinia  some  Italians  who  owe  allegiance  to 
the  Pope  as  a  temporal  prince,  because  ther 
were  bom  in  his  states,  and  are  not  naturai- 
iied  citizens  of  this  country,  there  are  nd 
Catholics  in  Yirsinia  who  owe  or  acknowledge 
any  temporal  allegiance  to  the  Pope. 

Second  Question :  "  Whether,  if  this  oountrj 
could  be  and  was  assailed  and  invaded  by  the 
army  of  the  Pope  (if  he  had  one),  or  by  anj 
other  Catholic  power,  the  Catholic  citizens  of 
this  country,  no  matter  where  born,  would  not 
be  as  much  bound  to  defend  the  flag  of  Ame- 
rica, her  rights  and  liberty,  as  any  native<bom 
citizens  would  be  ?" 

Answer :  To  me,  the  hypothesis  of  an  inva- 
sion of  our  country  by  the  Pope,  seems  an  ab- 
surdity ;  but  should  he  come  with  armies  to 
establish  temporal  dominion  here,  or  should 
any  other  Catholic  power  make  such  an  at- 
tempt, it  is  my  conviction  that  all  Catholic 
citizens,  no  matter  where  born,  who  enioy  the 
benefits  and  franchises  of  the  Constitution, 
would  be  conscientiously  bound,  like  native- 
born  citizens,  to  defend  the  flag,  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  republic,  and  repel  such  inva- 
sion. 

Third  Question:  *'  Whether  the  performance 
of  that  duty  would  conflict  with  any  oath,  or 
vow,  or  other  obligation  of  the  Catholic  ?" 

Answer:  Cathmics,  reared  in  the  Church 
as  such,  have  not  the  custom  of  taking  any 
oaths  or  vows,  except  the  baptismal  vows,  '*  to 
renounce  the  Devil,  his  works  and  pomps.'' 
Persons  converted  to  the  faith,  or  those  receiv- 
ing degrees  in  theolo^,  may  be  required  to  take 
the  oath  contained  m  the  creed  of  Pius  lY. 
of  obedience  to  the  Pope,  which,  as  far  as  I 
know,  has  always  been  understood  and  inter- 
preted to  signify  a  spiritual  obedience  to  him 
as  head  of  the  Church,  and  not  obedience  to 
him  as  a  temporal  prince.  Bishops,  on  their 
consecration,  also  take  an  oath  wnich,  in  our 
country,  is  different  from  the  old  form  used  in 
Europe.  But  none  of  these  vows,  oaths,  and 
no  otner  obligation  of  which  I  am  aware,  con- 
flicts with  the  duty  of  a  citizen  of  the  Unitt^d 
States  to  defend  tne  flag  and  liberties  of  his 
country. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  state  that,  as  we 
have  no  article  of  faith  teaching  that  the  Pope, 
of  divine  right,  enjoys  temporal  power  as  head 
of  the  Church,  whatever  some  theologians  or 
writers  may  have  said  on  this  poin^  must^ 
like  my  answers  to  your  inaniries,  be  consi- 
dered as  opinions  for  which  tne  writers  them- 
selves only  can  be  held  responsible. 
Years,  very  tmly,  Ac, 
J.  McGiLL, 
Bishop  of  Biehmond* 
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TettneMM* 

Th£  Act  approved  May  2G,  1790,  provided 
a  government  for  the  territory  of  tiie  United 
States  soath  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  same  as 
that  for  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, except  so  far  as  was  otherwise  provided 
in  the  conditions  expressed  in  an  act  of  Con- 
gross  entitled  An  act  to  accept  a  cession  of  the 
claims  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  to  a  cer- 
tain district  of  western  territory. 

Amongst  the  conditions  referred  to  above, 
contained  in  the  act  of  A[>ril  2,  1790,  em- 
braced in  the  deed  of  cession  from  North 
Carolina  to  the  United  States,  was  the  follow- 
ing:— 

'*  Provided,  that  no  regulations  made  or  to 
be  made  by  Congress,  shall  tend  to  emanci- 
pate slaves." 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1796,  President  Wash- 
ington communicated  to  Congress  that,  amongst 
«  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages  sei^ured 
to  tne  inhabitants  of  the  territoir  south  of  the 
Ohio,  b^  the  act  of  May  2G,  1790,  a])pcnrcd  to 
be  the  rieht  of  forming  a  permanent  constitu- 
tional and  state  government,  and  of  admission 
BB  a  state,  &c. ;  that  Governor  Blount  hud 
transmitted  proofs  of  the  several  rc(|uisite8  to 
entitle  the  territory  south  of  the  Oliio  to  such 
admission,  which,  with  the  constitution  there- 
of, and  form  of  government  on  which  they  have 
agreed,  &c.,  ho  now  laid  before  Congress. 

The  Senate  instructed  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  laying  out  into  one  state  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  state  of  North  Carolina  to 
the  United  States,  and  pnjvidin;;  for  tlie  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  This  in- 
struction was  in  pursu:iU(M'  of  tluj  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  wjw  relerrod    Presi<lcnt 


their  immediate  admission  as  a  state,  and  o|^ 
posed  the  plan  of  the  Senate  to  delay  tfae  same, 
and  order  a  census  to  be  taken,  Ac.  The  re- 
port was  supported  by  Messrs.  Giles,  Nieb(^ 
las,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Venable,  W.  Lyman, 
and  Holland;  and  opposed  b^  Mesjtrs.  W. 
Smith,  Sitgreaves,  Thatcher,  Coit,  and  Harper. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  amendnng 
the  Senate  bill  to  conform  to  the  report,  when 
the  amendment  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows : — 

Ye.«a.— MiMsni.  Rafl^  of  K.  T.,  Baldwin  of  Oa.  Bari  oT 
Pa.t  Bra  ton.  Blount  of  N.  0..  Brnit  of  Va^  Ikyu  of  N.  GU 
CBbell  of  Vr..  CUdliorBA  of  Va^  Col»ii  of  Va^  CnTih  of  MA, 
Earle  of  8.  C  lluJIrj  of  Pa.,  rranklln  of  N.  C,  tiaUalia  of 
Pa^  011i4  of  Va.,  Gilleiiplo  of  N.  C  OnNnup  of  Ky^  Gro?»  cf 
N.  C^  IlamploB  of  8.  C^  Ilaneork  of  Va..  llHrrbon  of  Va, 
IlathoTD  of  N.  Y.,  UavvDA  of  N.  Y«  Uoath  of  Va^  Jlcfatcr  of 
Pa.,  Holland  uf  N.  C.  Jaekion  of  Va..  Locke  of  X.  C.  LjBaa, 
Maelar  of  1>h.,  Maron  of  N.  C,  HadiMm  of  Va..  SiilMaatf 
(la.,  Moore  of  Va.,  Kdw  of  Vs.,  Nk-faolaii  off  Va.  I^rvMoa  vt 
Va..  Rkhardu  of  Pa^  Kutberford  of  Vs.,  Smith  of  Yt..  9priB . 
of  Mil.,  ThiMi.  AprifTK.  Swanwtrk  of  Pa.  Tatam  of  N.C,  Va» 
oortlKDdt  of  N.  Y.,  Vvnable  of  Va.,  Wlan  of  A.  C— 4a. 

Nats.— MeMn.  Bourne  of  B.  I.,  Bradburr  of  Slaiw.  CuK 
of  Conn.,  Cooper  of  N.  Y.,  Dent  of  Md..  A.  Poptrr  of  N.  B., 
D.  FoKtor  of  Maim.,  Oilbnt  of  N.  T.  GUnan  of  N.  H.fllta 
of  N.  Y.,  tioodrich  of  Conn.,  Qrinwold  of  Conn.  Ilarpwr  iif  & 
C.  llindman  of  Md.,  Klttera  of  I'a.  Lyman  of  Mjikh..  Mal- 
bon»*  )if  K.  I.,  MnrraT  of  Md..  SitirrpHTrs  of  l*ii..  J.  :>Biith  of 
N.  H..  N.  .<m}th  of  Ounn.,  J.  Suiith  of  N.  J.  W.  SSnlih  uf  & 
C.  Swift  of  Conn..  Thatcher  of  Maafi.  Thorapumi  of  N.  J., 
TriuT  of  Coitn..  Vnn  Allen  of  X.  J.,  Hadswortb  of  Slaii. 

wiiiuuwof.v.  Y.— an. 

The  Ilonse  th(>n  provided  that  soid  state 
(Tcnnpwt'e)  KhouUl  be  entitled  to  one  reprc^ 
sentiitivo  until  the  next  genera]  census. 

On  the  :^Oth  of  May,  17%,  the  bill  wat 
passoil  by  the  Ilonse. 

A  oonferoncc  was  agreed  on  by  the  two 
Ilnusos,  which  reported  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  its  disajrrccmont  to  the  amendment  of 
th«?  Ibmso.  The  Senate  receded,  and  the  act, 
hy  t!io  approval  of  the  I'rosident,  Wcame  a 
law  oil  the  lut  of  June,  1796.  and  Tenne«>ee 


Washington's  message. 

That  report  opposed  the  imniediato  admis- 1  was  jidniittod  into  the  Union  up»m  a  constita- 
sion  of  the  state  so  fi>rnied  out  of  t^aid  terri-  ti(»n  formed  witljout  the  pre^-ious  authority  ot 
tory,  upon  the  ;];round —  Congress  assenting  to  her  doing  so. 

**  That  Congress  must  have  ])rcviously  en- 
acted tliat  the  whole  t»f  the  territory  c(h1o<1  by 
North  Carolina,  an<l  which  is  only  a  part  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  Stutcs  8«»utli  of 
Ohio,  shoula  be  laid  out  by  (/ongross  fur  one 


state  l)efore  the  inliabitants  thereof  (admitting 
them  to  amount  to  sixty  thousand  free  per- 
sons) could  claim  to  be  admitted  a.s  a  new 
utate  into  the  Union." 

The  bill  reported  from  the  eomniittee  boinp: 
Jiefore  the  Senate  on  tlie  2Cth  of  Muv,  1700, 
it  was  pa^seil  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Yra9. — Mewr^  BinRbam  of  Pa.,  Brailfiird  of  R.  I.,  Brown 
Of  Ky..  Fo]it4«rof  K.  I..  (iunnof<ia.,  Latlin«>r  of  Del..  Martin 
of  .N.  C.  VUU  of  Md.,  Tt«'ad  of  S.  C.  Uom  of  l>a..  IlutherfMnl 
of  .N.  J.,  Sintnir  of  I^Ihsh.,  T»tnall  of  Ua.,  Taiewell  of  Va., 
Tramlmll  of  (Vmn.— 15. 

Kkyh  — .Mt'jwn*.  Bloodworth  of  .N.  C,  Burr  of  N.  Y.,  Bntler 


Texan. 

Anne.\.\tion  of. 

The  treaty  negotiated  with  Texas  for  her 
annexation  to  the  Union,  by  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Tyler,  was  rejecteti  by  the  Senate 

1)V  the  followin«j  vote : — 

Yc\<<.— Mtiutrii.  Atchison  of  Mo.,  Itaf;l>r  of  Ala..  Bi«<!M  of 
III.,  Ilufhnnan  f>f  Vn.,  (V.lqnltt  of  Oa..  I^ultnn  of  Ark..  liar- 
Wink!  i>f  .\.  (\,  liendfnMin  of  }l\t9.,  linger  of  S.  C  l^temUvt 
Aln.,  >Irl>uaitf  of  S.  V^  Sfmple  of  Mia..  Sfvivr  of  .\rk« 
Slur^iiiu  i.f  I'R.,  Walker  of  Mim..  Woodbury  of  N.  U  — 7«l 

N\ri4. — M(•s^^l.  Allen  f>f  o..  Arrfaer  of  Va..  Atht*rtm  of 
N.  II.,  Barrow  of  Ia..  Batiti  of  Maaa.  Bayard  of  IM..  BentMi 
of  Mo.,  ]U'rri«>n  of  Oa..  Choatv  of  .Mhmh..  T.  Clayton  i^f  IVL 
CritUnden  of  Ky..  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Kran*  of  Mo..  FairflrU 
of  Me.,  Foirter  of  Tvnn.,  Franrin  of  K.  I .  linn lincHm  of  Oma, 


of  S.  C.  IK-nrv  of  Md..  Unirdon  of  N.  H.,  Llrermora  of  N.  i  JarnaKlnof  Tenn.,JohnK.nof.\ld..ManKunnif  N.CMerrkk 

U.,  Marahall  of  Ky.,  Itobinann  of  Vt.— «.  j  '^f  M'l-  Miller  of  N.  J.,  Morvlirail  of  Ky..  Mk-a  of  Conn.  W-nm 

r\      xu      rtOi.1       r  ■»«■         i-n/»     -a*      i-»-i  of  Md.,  l'h«'li>B  of  Vt.,  TortiTof  Mich..  RWi*  of  Va..  MmBmni 

.     Un   the   28th   of  May,    1<1)0,    Mr.   Giles,    in  !  «.f  K.r.  Tallmad,?*  of  N.  Y..  Ta|.pan  of  <>..  Urban  of  v^ 

the  House  of  Representatives,  made  a  report '  whit*.  of  ind.,  Wuodbridgwof  Mich.,  Wright  of  N.  Y — u. 
from  the  coinmittoe  to  wlmm  was  refernMl  the 


bill  from  the  SM^mte,  roeom mending  a  change 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  12ih  of 


in  the  principles  of  th*'  S»«niitM  bill.  The  ri»-  Dec,  1S44,  Mr.  C.  J.  IngersoU  of  Pa.,  from 
p4)rt  contended  that  tli«»  ] in •<•«'«•« Hugs  of  these  the  Committ«»e  on  Ft>n*igii  Ivelatiuns,  reiiorted 
people  had  been  «><>  far  regular  as  to  authorize  i  joint  resolutions  fur  the  annexation  of  To: 


TEXAS. 
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Meflsre.  Weller  of  Ohio,  Douglas  of  IlL,  Tib- 
))atu  of  Ky.,  Belser  of  Ala.,  Milton  Brown  of 
Tenn.,  Dromeoole  of  Ya.,  McDowell  of  Ohio, 
Burko  of  N.  ll.,  Preeton  King  of  N.  Y.,  and 
Robinson  of  N.  Y.,  respectively  introduced 
bills  for  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 

and  those  introduced  by  Messrs.  Weller,  Bel- 

*  Bor,  as  also  the  bills  of  Messrs.  Dromgoole  and 

MoDowell,  were  silent  on  the  subject  of  the 

Missouri  compromise  and  slavery. 

Mr.  Tibbatts'  bill  contained  a  prohibition 
•f  slavery  north  of  W  3(K. 

Mr.  Douglas's  rwolutions  embraced  the  fol- 
lowing provision : — 

"  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  affect,  or  in  any  way  to  interfere, 
with  the  6th  section  of  the  act  approved  the 
Gth  of  March,  1820,  admitting  tno  state  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  commonly  called 
the  Missouri  compromise ;  that  act  having  been 
passed  and  approved  prior  to  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  commonly  called  the  Florida 
treaty,  by  which  Texas  was  ceded  to  Spain." 

The  propositions  of  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Burke  contained  the  following  provisions  re- 
spectively : — 

*'  And  such  states  as  may  be  formed  out  of 
that  portion  of  said  territory  lying  south  of 
36^30^  north  latitude,  commonly  known  as 
the  Missouri  compromise  line,  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,  as 
the  people  of  each  state  asking  permission  may 

The  bill  of  Mr.  Preston  King  of  N.  Y.,  and 
that  introduced  by  Mr.  Robinson  of  N.  Y., 
contained  this  provision  respectively : — 

"  That  such  constitution  shall  contain  a  pro- 
rision  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  iurisdio- 
tion  of  the  residue  of  the  territory  of  Texas, 
in  which  slavery  shall  not  exist,  unless  Con- 

Sess  shall  hereafter  so  determine  by  law ;  and 
is  act  of  admission  shall  not  be  construed  to 
imply  any  assumption  of,  or  intention  on,  the 
part  of  the  United  States  ...  to  impair 
the  right  of  said  stat«  to  the  soil,  &c.,  .  .  . 
or  the  right  of  the  state  of  Texas  to  determine 
whether  slavery  shall  or  shall  not  exist  in  said 
state." 


On  the  28th  of  January,  1845,  Mr.  M.  Brown 
of  Tenn.  moved  his  resolutions,  containing  the 
provision  before  referred  to,  as  an  amend- 
ments 

Mr.  Douglas  of  111.  asked  the  gentleman  to 
«0cept  the  following^  as  a  modification  of  his 
amendment,  to  come  in  after  the  last  clause : — 

**  And  in  such  states  as  shall  be  formed  out 
9i  said  territory,  north  of  said  Missouri  com- 
promise line,  slavery  or  inyoiuntary  servitude 
except  for  crime  shall  be  prohibited.'' 

Mr.  Brown  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Brown's  proposition  as  modified  was 
adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Tne  Question  in  the  House  on  the  amend- 
ment or  the  Committee  of  the  Whule,  being 


the  proposition  of  Mr.  Brown  as  modified  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  it  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  end 
nays  as  follows : — 

Tkas.— Mflwn.  AnrlngtOQ  of  N.  0..  Aibe  oCTeoii.,  AtklnaoD 
of  Va^  Bayly  of  Va^  BsImt  of  AU.,  BIdlaek  of  Pm  B.  J.  Black 
of  Oa.,  Jamet  Black  (tf  Pa^  Jan.  A.  Black  of  8.  a.  Blarkwell 
of  Tenn.,  Bower  of  Mo.,  Bowlin  of  Mo.,  "Boyd  of  Ky.,  Brod- 
head  of  Pa..  A.  V.  Brown  of  Tenn.,  M.  Brown  of  Tson.,  Wn. 
J.  Brown  of  Ind.,  Bark«  of  N.  II.,  Burt  of  8.  C,  Oaldwell  of 
Ky.,  Campbell  of  8.  C^  Shepherd  Gary  of  Me..  R.  Chapman 
of  Ala.,  chapman  of  Ta..  Chappell  of  Ga.,  Qindi  or  Oai, 
ainton  of  N.  Y.,  Gol>b  of  Ga..  Coim  of  Va.,  CroM  of  Ariu, 
CnJlom  of  Ttonn.,  Daniol  of  N.  C,  J.  W.  Davis  of  Ind.,  Dawmn 
of  L4L,  Dean  of  0.,  Dellet  of  Alal,  Donglas  of  HL,  Dromkoolo 
of  Va..  Dancan  of  0.,  UIIm  of  N.  Y.,  Farlaa  of  N.  J.,  FldUln 
of  111..  Foetor  of  Pa.,  French  of  Ky.,  Fuller  of  Pa.,  Hammett 
of  Stiiw..  Ilaralaoo  of  Oa.,  Ilaya  of  Pa.,  Ilenly  of  Ind.,  H(dmea 
of  S.  C  Iloce  uf  lU.,  Hopklnn  of  Va.,  IlonaUm  of  Ala.,  Hnbari 
of  Va.,  llubbell  of  N.  Y.,  Uof  hea  of  Mo.,  Cbaa.  J.  InffemU 
of  l*»^  Jamoeon  of  Mo.,  Cave  Johnson  of  T^nn^  Andrew 
.luhnKOn  of  Tenn.,  George  W.  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy of  Ind.,  Kirk  Patrick  of  N.  J„  Labranche  of  La.,  Leonard 
of  N.  Y.,  Lucas  of  Va..  Lumpkin  of  Ga.,  hjoa  of  Midu,  Maelaj 
of  N.  Y.,  Blcaertiand  of  111.,  McConnell  of  Ala.,  McDoweU 
of  O.,  McKay  of  N.  C,  Mathews  of  0.,  Morse  of  La.,  Mnrpby 
nf  N.  Y.,  Newton  of  Va.,  Norrls  of  N.  II.,  Owen  of  Ind.,  Par- 
mtinterof  Maiw.,  Pajneof  Ala.,  Pettlt  of  Ind«  Peyton  of 'Tran., 
B.  D.  Putter  of  Conn.,  Pratt  of  N.  Y.,  D.  S.  Held  of  N.  C,  Belli 
of  Mo..  Rhctt  of  S.  C,  Kltter  of  Pa.,  Roberts  of  Misa.,  RussrU 
of  N.  Y.,  Saundvrs  of  N.  C,  Benter  of  Tenn..  Thomas  D. 
Seymour  of  Conn.,  Simons  of  Conu.,  Simpson  of  S.  C,  SUddl 
of  La.,  John  T.  Smith  of  Pa.,  Thomas  Smith  of  Ind^  Robert 
Smith  of  111..  Steenrod  of  Va.,  Stephens  of  Ga.,  Jno.  Stewart 
of  Coon.,  StUAS  of  Ga.,  Jas.  W.  Stone  of  Ky.,  Alfred  P.  Stona 
of  0.,  Strong  of  N.  J.,  Sykes  of  N.  J.,  Taylor  of  Va^  Thompson 
of  MisK.,  Tlbbsfttn  of  Ky.,  Tucker  of  Misa..  Weller  of  0., 
Wentworth  of  111.,  Woodward  of  8.  C,  Jos.  A.  Wright  of  Ind., 
Yancey  of  Ala.,  Yost  of  Pa.— 118. 

Nats.— Meram.  Abbot  of  Maf».,  Adams  of  MaRs.,  Anderson 
of  N.  Y.,  Baker  of  Maiw^  Barringer  of  N.  C,  Barnard  of  N.  Y., 
Benton  of  N.  Y.,  Brangle  of  Md.,  Brinkerhoff  of  0.,  J.  Brown 
of  Pa.,  Bufflngton  of  Pa.,  Carpenter  of  N.  Y.,  J.  E.  Carr  of 
N.  Y.,  Carroll  of  N.  Y.,  Catlin  of  Conn .,  Gausin  of  Md.,  Chilton 
of  Va.,  Cllngman  of  N.  C,  Collamer  of  Vt.  Cranston  of  R.  I., 
Dana  of  N.  Y..  Darragh  of  Pa.,  G.  Darls  of  Ky.,  R.  D.  DaTis 
of  N.  Y.,  Deberxy  of  N.  C,  Dickey  of  Pa.,  Dillingham  of  Vt„ 
Dnnlap  of  Me..  Elmer  of  N.  J.,  Fish  of  N.  Y..  Florenoe  of  <X, 
Foot  of  Vt,  Gkldings  of  0.,  Goggin  of  Va.,  Willis  Green  of 
Ky.,  B.  Green  of  N.  Y.,  Orinnell  of  Mans.,  Grider  of  Ky.,  Ilala 
of  N.  U..  H.  Hamlin  of  Me.,  K.  8.  Ilamlln  of  0„  Uardfai  of 
111.,  Harper  of  O^  Herrick  of  Me.,  Hudson  of  Mara.,  Wash. 
Hunt  of  N.  Y..  Jas.  B.  Hunt  of  31ldi.,  Jos.  R.  IngersoII  of  Pa., 
Inrln  of  Pa.,  Jenks  of  Pa.,  P.  B.  Johnson  of  0.,  J.  P.  Kennedy 
of  Md.,  P.  King  of  N.  Y.,  D.  P.  King  of  Msss.,  McCauslen  of 
0.,  McClelland  of  Mich.,  MrlllTalne  of  l*a..  Marsh  of  Vt, 
Kdw.  J.  Morris  of  Pa.,  Joa.  Morris  of  0.,  F.  H.  Morse  of  Me.. 
.MoAely  of  N.  Y..  Nes  of  Pa..  Patterson  of  N.  Y.,  Phonilx  oC 
N.  Y.,  Pollock  of  I>a.,  £.  K.  Potter  of  R.  I.,  Preston  of  Md., 
Purdy  of  N.  Y.,  Ramaey  of  Pa.,  Rathbun  of  N.  Y.,  Raynor 
of  N.  C  Redding  of  N.  B.,  Robinson  of  N.  Y.,  Bockwell  of 
Mara.,  Rodney  of  Del.,  Rogers  of  N.  Y..  8t  John  of  0.,  Sample 
of  Ind^  Srhenck  of  0.,  Severance  of  Me.,  David  L.  Seymour 
of  N.  Y.,  Albert  Smith  of  N.  Y.,  C.  B.  8mlUi  of  Ind..  Sp«M« 
of  Md.,  Stetoon  of  N.  Y.,  Andrew  Stewart  of  Pa.,  Sammen 
of  Va.,  Thomasson  of  Kt.,  Tilden  of  0.,  Tyler  of  N.  Y.,  Vance 
of  O.,  Van  Metre  of  0.,  Vinton  of  O..  Wethered  of  Md.. 
Wheaton  of  Mass..  John  White  of  Ky.,  White  of  Ma, 
Williams  of  Mass.,  Winthrop  of  Mass.,  Wm.  Wright  of  N.  Y. 
—101. 

The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  the  same  as  the  above  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment, with  the  exception  that  Messrs.  Mc- 
Causlen and  Morris  of  Ohio,  who  voted  against 
the  amendment,  voted  for  the  resolution,  and 
Mr.  Spence  of  Md.,  who  voted  against  the 
amendment,  did  not  vote  on  the  resolution  at 
all,  which  made  tiie  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  yeas  120,  nays  98. 

In  the  Senate,  Feb.  27,  1845.  The  resolu- 
tions from  the  House,  providing  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas,  being  before  the  body,  Mr, 
Walker  of  Miss,  offered  as  an  amendment  %t 
the  same  sec.  3  of  the  resolution,  as  herein- 
after published  in  the  form  in  w'nich  they  be- 
oame  a  law. 
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Mr.  Foster  of  Tenn.  offared  the  following 
M  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Walker  :— 

And  provided  Jurihert  That  in  fixing  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  such  admission,  it 
shall  be  expressly  stipulated  and  declared, 
that  the  state  of  Texas,  and  such  other  states 
as  may  be  formed  of  that  portion  of  the  pre- 
sent territory  of  Texas  lying  south  of  36°  30' 
north  latitude,  commonly  known  as  the  Mis^ 
Bouri  compromise  line,  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  peo- 
ple of  each  state  so  hereafter  asking  admis- 
sion may  desire. 

Mr.  f'oRter's  amendment  was  rejected  by 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows : — 

Ykab.— 3I(«8ni.  Arrher  of  Ya^  Bayard  of  Del^  Barrow  of 
1a~  Bt<!rrien  of  Oa.,  Clay tou  of  Del^  Czitt«ndon  of  Ky^  Fos- 
ter of  Tfnii..  Ilannegau  of  Ind^  Iloffer  of  H.  C.  Jarnagin  of 
Teun.,  JolinRon  of  Md^  Manfcum  of  N.  C,  Merrick  of  Md^ 
Mnreboail  of  Kr..  Tcarce  of  Md.,  Phelps  of  VU,  Klvet  of  Va^ 
8«Tkfrof  Ark.— IS. 

Natk. — MeHt>n<.  Allfn  of  0.,  Aibley  of  Ark.,  Atrbison  of 
Mn.,  Atbitrton  of  N.  IT.,  Bafcby  of  Ala.,  IWit(*K  of  M«tt«..  Iteu- 
ton  of  Mo..  Hrvew  of  III.,  Rucbanan  of  I'a..  Choate  uf  Mokii., 
Colquitt  of  Ga..  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  IMckinron  of  N.  Y.,  Dix  of 
N.  v..  ETan0  of  Me.,  Fairfield  of  Me.,  Franrifl  of  R.  I..  liny- 
vood  of  N.  C.  Ilendereon  of  Mlw..  IluiitinKton  of  Conn.. 
Lewis  of  Ala.,  McDuflle  of  S.  C,  Miller  of  N.  J^  Niles  of 
Conn.,  I'urtfr  of  Blirh.,  fleniple  of  Misii.,  Stur};eun  cf  I'a., 
Tapi>an  of  0..  Ilpham  of  Vt,  Walker  of  Miss..  White  of  lud., 
Woo«lliriUge  of  Slleh.,  Woodbury  of  N.  II.— ;S3. 

Tlio  amendment  of  Mr.  Walker  was  tlien 
agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  yeas  27,  nays  25  ;  atid 
the  resolutions  of  the  House,  as  amended,  were 
paHsod.  The  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  third 
reading,  were  as  follows : — 

Team.— Merars.  Allen  of  0.,  Asblcy  of  Ark.,  Atchison  of 
Mo.,  Atherton  of  N.  II.,  Bairby  of  Ala.,  Benton  of  Mo..  BreAse 
(>rill»  Buchaoan  of  I*a..  Colquitt  of  Ola..  Dirkiueon  of  N.  Y., 
D\x  of  N.  Y..  Fairfield  of  Me.,  Ilannegan  of  Ind..  Haywood 
of  N.  C,  llendfrmn  of  Mi«.,  llutrer  of  S.  C,  Johnson  of 
Md.,  I^wiH  of  AIh.,  McDuflle  of  S.  C,  Merri<>k  of  .Md..  Niles 
of  ('onn..  S«.>niplu  of  y\\f»^  So^itr  of  Ark..  Sturjrwiu  of  l»a.. 
Tupimn  of  n..  Walker  of  .Miss..  Woodburj-  of  -\.  H.— 27. 

5iAi>. — McsKrs.  Arcb««r  <»f  Va.,  Barrow  of  Ia,,  BatHS  of 
Ma^iM..  Bayard  of  ih*l.,  Berrien  of  Qa.,  Choiite  of  Mami.,  (.'Iny- 
ton  of  IM*.,  Crittrnden  of  Kentnckj',  Dayton  of  N.  J.,  Kvnns 
of  Me.,  FoKt^r  of  Tonn.,  FrauciKof  11. 1.,  IIuntiniTtnn  of  C»)nu., 
Jarnagin  of  Ti'nn.,  .Mamcum  of  N.  C,  Millvr  of  N.  J.,  More- 
head  of  Kv..  Powrce  of^Iil.,  Phelps  of  VL,  I'ortor  of  Mi.-h., 
Klreii  of  Vit.  Simmons  of  R.  I,,  Upbam  of  Vt.,  White  of 
Ind.,  Wood)irid|:e  of  Mirb.— 25. 

The  uinendinent  of  the  Senate  was  concur- 
red in  l>y  the  House  the  28th  of  Fob.  1845,  by 
a  vote  of  yeas  132,  nays  76,  and  the  resolu- 
tions biH*anie  a  law  in  the  following  shupf : — 

Resolveil  by  tho  Senate  and  House  of  Ke- 
T)re.«»cntative8  of  the  United  State.««  of  Anicrica 
in  Confess  as.«*enible<l.  That  Con  j:;ros8  doth  con- 
sent tlmt  the  torritorv  properly  included  within 
and  rightfully  belonging  to  tho  republic  of 
Texa.",  may  })e  erectetl  into  a  new  state,  to  })e 
called  the  state  of  Texas,  with  a  republican 
form  of  government,  to  be  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple of  said  republic,  by  deputies  in  convention 
assembb'tl,  with  the  consent  of  the  existing 
government,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
admitted  as  one  of  the  states  of  this  Union. 

2.  And  bo  it  further  resolved.  That  the  fore- 
going consent  of  Congress  is  given  upon  the 
following  conditions,  and  with  the  following 
guarantees,  to  wit:  First.  Said  state  to  be 
fbrmeil,  subject  to  the  adjustment  by  this  go- 
vernment of  all  (luestions  uf  boundary  that 
may  arioo  with  otlier  governments ;  and  the 


conatitation  thereof,  with  the  proper 
of  its  adoption  by  the  people  of  said  repabKe 
of  Texas,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Pnti- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  for  its  final  action,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six.  Second,  Said  state,  when 
admitted  into  the  Union,  after  cedins  to  the 
Uuited  States  all  public  edifices,  fortificationii 
barracks,  ports  and  harbors,  navy  and  umlyj* 
yardn,  docks,  magazines,  arms,  armamenti^ 
and  all  other  property  and  means  pertaining 
to  the  public  defence  belonging  to  said  repnb* 
lie  of  Texas,  shall  retain  aU  the  public  fundi, 
debts,  tuxes,  and  dues  of  every  kind,  which 
may  belong  to  or  be  due  and  owing  said  re- 
public; and 'shall  also  retain  all  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  iu 
limitH,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  and  liabilities  of  said  repuTilic  of  Texas, 
and  the  residue  of  said  lands,  after  dischar^ 
iiig  said  debts  and  liabilities,  to  be  disposw 
of  as  said  state  may  direct;  but  in  no  event 
arc  said  debts  and  liabilities  to  become  a 
charge  upon  tlie  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Third,  New  states,  of  ooiiyenient 
size,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  in  addi- 
tion to  t>aid  state  of  Texas,  and  having  suflh 
cicnt  population,  may  hereafter,  by  the  consent 
of  said  state,  be  formed  out  of  the  territory 
thereof,  which  shall  be  entitled  to  admissioa 
under  the  provisious  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. And  such  states  as  may  be  formed  out 
of  that  portion  of  said  territory  lying  sonth 
of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  lati- 
tude, commonly  known  a8  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  people  of  each 
state  asking  admission  may  desire.  And  in 
such  stat<^  or  states  a^^  shalt  be  furmed  nut  tif 
8ai<l  territory  north  of  said  Mi.«souri  compro- 
mise line,  slavery,  or  involuntary  Horvitudc 
(except  for  crime),  shall  be  prohibited. 

3.  And  he.  it  JurUier  resohed.  That  if  the 
Presiih  ni  of  the  United  Statejt  shall  in  hie 
Jinli/ment  and  discretion  deem  it  most  {idrisO' 
hh\  instead  of  proceed  imj  to  submit  the  Jbreyih 
inff  resolution  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  as  an 
overture  on  the  jtart  of  the  United  States  for 
wimission,  to  nef/ofiate  vit/i  thai  rt'jntblic; 
tlien. 

Be  it  resolved.  That  a  state  to  he  formeti  out 
of  the  present  rej»ddic  of  Texas  vith  suitable 
extent  and  boundaries,  and  with  ttco  represent' 
atives  in  Congress,  until  the  next  apftortionmeni 
of  representation,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  an  equal  fooi- 
inry  with  the  existimj  states,  as  soon  as  th^  termi 
and  conditions  of  such  admission,  and  the  cfs- 
sion  of  the  remainintj  Texan  territory  to  the 
United  States  shall  be  ayned  w;w>m  by  the  <ft}C 
ernments  of  Texas  and  the  United  States:  And 
tliat  the  sum  of  one  hnndral  thousand  dollars 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  de- 
fray  the  expenses  of  missions  and  netjotiaiions, 
to  agre^  upon  the  terms  of  said  admissiim  and 
cession^  either  by  treaty  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  or  by  articUs  to  be  submitted  to  t)u  Ub% 
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^.          ^          -sr        '                                          7  AtcMaoB  of  Mo^  Atherton  of  N.  H^  Bagby  of  Alai,  Bmtov 

f>K§,  of  La^  Benton  of  Mo.,  Berrien  of  Ga^  Breeae  of  111^  Calbooa 

Approyed  March  1,  1845  of  S.  C^  Oaaa  of  Blkh.,  Chalmers  of  Mias.,  Colquitt  of  Qa^ 

^                                               Tadv  TiTf  vo  BieUoaon  and  Dix  of  N.  Y.,  Valrfleld  of  Me^  Uanneeaii  of 

tC^      X  ^^^  Ifaywood  of  N.  (L  Jenneas  of  N.  IL,  Johnaon  of  U, 

Fresiaent.  Lery  of  rla^  Lewla  of  Ala^  Manfram  of  N.  O,  Nn«>8  of  Conn^ 

_  Pennybacker  of  Va^  Sarlar  of  Ark.,  Speight  of  Miaa.,  8tv^ 

geon  of  Pa.,  Tnm^  of  Tenn^  Waatoott  of  Fla.p~81. 

President  Tyler,  in  pursuance  of  the  dlscre-  nats.— Meawa.  f.  curton  of  Dei.,  j.  m.  aayton  of  Del, 

&.n  veptedinlim  by  the  reaolntiong,  adopted  ^;Z^:!l^i^S:n1^S'^1^--JSTl^ 

the  legisiatiye  clause  thereof  and  sent  a  special  of  vt,  sinunonn  of  r.  i.,  upham  of  vt,  Weteter  of  ium., 

messenger  to  Texas  to  procure  its  sanction  by  woodbridge  of  Mich.— 14. 

^at  republic.  So  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Texas  having  assented  to  and  accepted  the  On  the  26th  of  March,  1846,  the  Hon. 

propossds,   conditions,  and   suarantees   con-  Thomas  J.  Rusk  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate 

tained  in  the  resolutions  providing  for  her  an-  as  a  Senator  from  Texas,  and  on  the  30th  of 

nexation,  Mr.  Douglas  or  Illinois  introduced  March  his  colleague,  the  Uon.  Samuel  Uoub- 

•and  reported  a  joint  resolution  in  the  House  of  ton,  took  his  seat. 

Representatives  on  the  10th  of  December,  1845,  On  the  Ist  of  June  Mr.  David  S.  Kaufman, 

from  the  Committee  on  Territories,  providing  member  elect  from  the  state  of  Texas,  took  his 

for  her  admission  into  the  Union.  seat  in  the  House,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  his 

The  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Douglas  admit-  colleague,  Mr.  Timothy  Pillsbury,  also  took  his 

ting  Texas  was  passed  in  the  House  on  the  seat  

16th  of  December,  1845,  by  yeas  and  nays  as 

follows: Thompson's  Claim. 

Yeas.— Me88ni.Ada]naofMit8.,AnderaonofN.T.,  Atkin-  OPINION     OF     AttoRNET-GbnERAL     BlaCK 

BOO  of  Va.,  Baker  of  IlL,  Barrlnger  of  N.  C.,  Bayly  and  thereov 

Bedinger  of  Va.,  Bigga  of  N.  C,  Black  of  !»».,  Black  of  8.  C,  «*i**.v/.  . 

Bowlin  of  Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky.,  Brinkerhoff  of  0.,  Brodhead  of  Att.  Gen.  Office,  March  24,  1857. 

Pa.,  Milton  Brown  of  Tsnn.,  Brown  of  Va.,Bnrt  of  S.C.,  Cabell  c;.. .   t  v,nv«  r^^AirraA  -<*<%,i»  1^4^^.  .a1«4^:„»  *-* 

of  FU.,  CampbeU  of  Pa.,  Cathcart  of  IikL,  Cbapman  of  Va.,  .  ^^J^;  }  "*y%5^J?,*^®^  ^^^^  ^®"®'  relative  to 

Cbanmanof  AljL,Chaae  of  Tenn.,Cblpman  of  Mich.,  Clarke  the  Claim  ot  K.  W.  Thompson,  together  With 

•^f  Kil^-; 2Pi***/?L2*-' SP?*  ''^ nTi"**  ^"^  **^  ^n^' ^"^  Mr.  Guthrie's  letter  calling  your  attention  to 

stable  of  Md.,  Crotler  of  Tenn.,  Collom  of  Tenn.,  Cummlna  ..          ,                i     xu                 ^  "^       ^   .    .      V       , 

of  Oh  Cunningham  of  0.,  Daniel  of  N.  c,  Daria  of  Miaa.,  De  ^h  and  several  other  papers  pertaining  to  the 

Mott  of  N.  Y.,  Dillingham  of  Vt,  Dobbin  and  Dockery  of  N.  same  matter. 

SiSr.^„S!  S3,Sr:r?lu'.  F^'i-  ^Tli^li^':^^  »?  t^e  27th  Bectlon  of  the  Civil  and  Diplo- 

Poater  of  Pa..  Friea  of  C  Garvin  of  Pa.,  Gentry  of  Tenn.,  matiC    Appropriation    Bill,    passed     and    ap- 

2"?  ""n}}^"  ^?t}^^  ''^^'  '^/'v^  v"* « **'»  •  ^"S^^'i*"  **/  proved  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  it  is  enacted 

M.  GL,  Grlder  of  Ky.,  OroTer  of  N.  Y.,  Hamlin  of  Me.,  Haral-  ii.    i.   xi       o         a            /•  xi.     m                   o^/    w^*^-** 

aon  of  Ga.,  Heuiey  of  ind.,  UiiiUrd  of  Ala.,  Uoge  of  111.,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  pay 

Hopkins  of  Va.,  ifough  of  N.  Y.,  Uonaton  of  Ala.,  Uubard  to  R.  W.  Thompson,  out  of  any  money  in  the 

of  va.,  Hungerford  of  N.  Y..  Hunt  of  Mich.,  Hunter  of  Ve..  a^-.^„o„«-.  -»,,»,  «,*U4v-™.:o«  ^^^„^^t,:^i.^  i   f^^  u^ir 

IdmSoII  of  Pa.,  Jenkins  of  N.Y.,  Johnaon  (rfN.ir.,  Johnaon  l/casury  not  Otherwise  appropriated,  one-half 

of  Va.,  Johnaon  of  Tenn.,  Jonea  of  Tenn.,  Jones  of  Oa.,  King  of  the  amount  Stipulated  for  between  him  and 

^^'i:^^7nV6l:i:Z1,l^ifL1J:u'^^,  '»>«  Menomonee  Sndian.,  in  a  njemorial  and 

McOeiiandof  Mich.,  McCieonandofiiUMcOonneUofAU.,  an  agreement.  Which  are  specifaed  and  de- 

McCrate  of  Me.,  McDowell  of  Va.,  McUenn^  of  Ky.,  McKay  scribed  in  tllC  act. 

of  N.  C,  Msrtin  of  Ky.,  Martin  of  Tenn.,  Morris  of  0.,Morae  t  i.„_a  ~:r^„    ^«*.   ^U^  ^^.mA^   v.,*.   *u^   -  .v 

of  La.,  Moulton  of  N.  H.,  NlTen  of  N.  Y..  Norria  of  N.  H..  ^   "^^6   &^^^*  ^0*   "i©  WOrds,  but   the   Sub- 

Oweo  of  Ind.,  Parish  of  0. 

PwrillofOM  Perry  ol 

bu&  of  N.  Y..  Beid 

Koberta  of  Miaa.,  Riusell 

ofYa.,  simaofs.  csimms  of  Mo.,  Simpson  of  8.  c,  Smith  ever  been  raised  about  its  meaning,  or  thai 

of  lod..  Smith  of  111.,  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Stephens  of  Ga.,  ___  *„^  ,^«.«.v»«  ;•»   «.«  «.,*  .^  *u^  ^    \              a 

St.  John  of  0.,  Strong  of  N.  Y,  Sykea  of  N.  J.,  Thiixxieau:  J^J  ^^^  Dcrsons  m  Or  out  of  the  government 

of  La.,  Thomasaon  of  Kr.,  ThomMon  of  Pa.,  Thompaon  of  have  understood    its    mandate    in    different 

^J^'J^^^^lPi^^^'^^^C'^^SiiSTSi  '^r'-   ^°'  can  there  be  any  intrinsic  diffi- 

Me.,  Wick  of  Ind.,  Wiimot  of  Pa.,  Woodward  of  8.  c.  Wood-  culty  in  the  way  Ot  rendering  obcdicnce  to  It. 

worth  of  N.  Y.,  Yanoey  of  Ala.,  Yell  of  Ark.,  Young  of  Ky.  W  nat  it  Commands  to  be  done  may  eaHily  be 

""Nsifc-Mesars.  Abbott  of  Maaa.,  Ashman  of  Maas.,  Adams  ^^^^*  »^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  see 

of  Mass.,  Arnold  of  R.  I.,  Blanchard  of  Pa.,  Bufflngton  of  Pa.,  proper  to  do  it.      It  IS  but  looking  at  the  me- 

of  Conn.,  Swing  of  Pa.,  Foot  of  Vt,  oiddingii  of  o.,  Grinneii  ttn<*  dividing  the  amount  there  stipulated  for 

of  Maaa,  Hampton  of  N.  J.,  Harper  of  0.,  Herrick  of  N.  Y.,  into  halves,  and  one  of  the  halvos  18  the  sum 

Uolmea  of  N.  Y.,  Hooaton  of  Del.,  Hubbard  of  Conn.,  Hud-  „u:^u  „^„  ^^^  ^^^^^^a^a  *«-,-.     ^   j.    r       _ 

son  of  Mass.,  flSnt  of  N.  Y.,  J.  IL  ingersoii  of  Pa.,  King  of  ^^^ich  you  are  Commanded  to  pay  out  of  any 

Mass.,  King  of  N.  Y.,  Lewis  of  N.  Y.,  Levin  of  i>a.,  .McQau-  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury.    J  re- 

fheyoflnd.,  McHvaine  of  Pa.,  Marsh  of  vt.  Miller  of  N.Y.,  Y>eat    therefore     that  on  the  fft/»«  nf  tliA  Iaw 

PoUoek  of  Pa.,  Ramaey  of  Pa.,  Rockwell  of  Conn.,  RockweU  Vt^^'           u         -.u       j      v.^  I*     m/    tne  law 

of  Maaa.,  Root  of  0.,  Bank  of  N.  J.,  Schenck  of  0.,  Seaman  there  Can  DC  neither  doubt  01  Mr.  Thompson's 

of  N.  T.,  SoTerance  of  Me.,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith  of  N.  Y.,  right,  nor  difficulty  about  the  performance  of 

Smith  of  Ind.,  Stewart  of  Pa,  Sirohm  of  Pa.,  Thompson  of  „^,«  ;i„f„                 "^                         '^ 

Pla-TIMen  of  0.,  Vance  of  0.,  VInUm  of  0.,  Wheaton  of  N.  J^"'  ^V^J-           ^           ,      , 

Y..  vf  hite  of  N.  Y.,  winthrop  of  Maaa.,  Wood  of  N.  Y.,  Wood-  But  it  seems  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Quthrio 

rutt  of  N.  Y.-67.  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gushing  that  soon  after 

The  resolution  of  the  House  was  passed  in  the  passage  of  the  act  an  allegation  was  made 

the  Senate  on  the  22d  of  December,  1845,  by  by  some  one  that  a  proviso  materially  chang- 

yeas  and  nays  as  follovrs : —  ing  its  effect  had  been  agreed  to  by  boUi 
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Houses,  but  left  out  of  the  enrolled  bill.  What 
evidence  this  osaertion  was  Rupportod  hy  I 
know  not.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  mu8t 
have  been  Btron^i;,  since  it  was  sufficient  to 
convince  the  judgment  of  your  prcde<*esPor 
and  mine.  You  have  not  made  the  evidence 
on  that  point  a  part  of  the  present  case,  and, 
for  reastms  which  will  be  apparent  hereafter, 
I  have  not  sought  it  out.  We  cannot  go  he- 
hind  the  written  law  itHclf  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  the  law  is.  An  act  of  Con- 
gress examined  and  compared  hj  the  pn)per 
officers,  approved  by  tlie  President,  and  en- 
rolled in  the  Department  of  State,  cannot 
afterward  be  impugned  by  evidence  to  alter 
and  contradict  it.  It  imparts  the  absolute 
verity  of  a  record,  at  least  in  so  far  that  no 
intrinsic  proof  can  be  received  to  erase  one 
thing  from  it-,  or  to  interpolate  another  into  it 
If  there  be  an  apparent  conflict  between  the 
journals  and  the  law  as  finally  approved  and 
6nn)lled,  the  journals  have  no  claim  to  supe- 
rior authenticity.  It  certainly  has  happened 
very  often,  and  may  happen  any  day,  that  a 
clerk  neglects  to  note  down  the  result  of  a 
vote  whicn  strikes  out  a  clause  or  section  from 
a  bill  on  its  passage.  On  the  strength  of  such 
a  hiatus  in  the  journal,  who  would  say  that 
the  section  stricken  out  should  be  considered 
part  of  the  law  after  it  is  passed  and  enrolleil  ? 

If  the  law  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  journals, 
the  President  ought  to  examine  all  the  journals 
of  both  Houses  before  he  approves  a  bill,  for 
they  may  contain  evidence  or  provisions  which 
are  not  in  the  bill,  and  which  he  would  not 
approve  of.  But  this  mode  of  finding  laws  uy 
the  journals  would  make  enactments  ncithor 
approved  by  the  executive  nor  passed  hv  the 
constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds.  Tfiisi  is 
not  all.  If  the  law  may  be  changed  })y  refer- 
ence to  the  journals,  any  other  evidence,  writ- 
ten or  parol,  may  be  receiveil  for  the  same 
purpose.  An  act  of  Congress  whieli  han  gi»nc 
through  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  and 
is  authenticated  according  to  law,  nuiy  after- 
ward be  mended  or  marred  ])y  the  testimony 
of  anjr  spectator  who  happened  to  })e  y>rescn't 
when  it  passed.  What  is  in,  or  what  is  not 
in  a  statute,  must  then  be  a  question  as  open 
to  contradictory  proof  on  both  sides  as  the 
terms  of  a  horse  trade.  And  who  shall  decide 
such  disputes  when  they  arise  ?  The  judi- 
ciary? It  would  be  a  new  service  to  the 
judges;  but  perhaps  with  the  aid  of  juries 
and  some  enlargement  of  equity  powers,  to 
perpetuate  testimony,  a  sort  of  justice  might 
he  accomplished  in  some  cases  with  a  great 
deal  of  trouble.  But  an  executive  or  minis- 
terial officer  wanting  those  aids  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  truth  would  often  be  obliged  to 
decide  at  random.  We  must  take  the  acts  of 
Oonp*ess  as  we  find  ohem,  without  addition  or 
diminution.  This  rule  is  so  obviously  neces- 
sary that  no  other  has  ever  been  seriously 
proposed. 

The  clause  which  it  is  said  Congress  in- 
tended to  insert,  but  did  not,  in  the  bill 
ftathoriiiog  the  payment  to  Mr.  Thompson,  is 


'  as  follows :  "  Provided,  That  the  same  be  pud 
j  with  the  consent  of  the  Menomonees."  If 
this  had  actually  ]j^im  part  of  the  law  it  woaU 
have  made  his  right  to  the  money  conditiunaL 
He  would  in  that  case  have  been  obli<:!:ed  to 
get  from  the  Indians  a  new  assent  in  addition 
to  that  which  thev  had  pre\ioosly  pvea  in 
their  memorial  and  agreement.  But  this  pVK 
viso  being  omitted,  his  right  to  the  money  was 
absolute.  I  need  nrt  nay  that  such  an  om» 
sion  cannot  be  supplied  by  construction,  nor 
do  I  see  how  tlie  omitted  proviso  can  upon  any 
ground  whatever  be  treated  as  part  of  the 
law. 

On  account  of  the  supposed  accident  or 
design  by  which  the  proviso  was  omitted,  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aetine  under 
advice  of  the  Attomey-Ueneral,  refused  ta 
pay  Mr.  Thompson  the  money  which,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act,  he  was  entitled  to,  and  the 
execution  of  the  law  as  it  stood  was  saa* 
pended  by  the  President  until  Congress  couU 
be  c(msulted  on  it    I  do  not  presume  to  dis* 
cuss  the  propriety  of  this  measure.     That  it 
was  well  meant,  I  am  sure ;  but,  at  all  erenta, 
it  is  ])ast  and  done.    If  it  was  right,  the 
country  has  the  benefit  of  a  good  example; 
and  if  it  was  wrong  it  cannot  now  be  reoaUed. 
But  the  object  and  purpose  for  which  the 
Attorney-Cienoral  advised  the  suppression  of 
the  law,  has  been  fully  carried  out.     Congresi 
was  consulted,  and  the  facts  communicated  in 
a  message  of  the  President.    There  have  been 
three  scssiims  since  that  time,  and  the  lav 
stands  yet  unchanged  in  every  letter.     The 
lower  itouse  seems  to  have  taken  no  notice  of 
the  sulijert.     But  the  Senate,  on  the  8ih  of 
August.   ISoG,  passed  a  res»»lution   solemn 
expressing  its  opinion  that  Kichard  W.  Thorn 
;  son  \vas  entitled  to  l>e  paid  the  sum  appv 
printed  hy  the  27th  section  of  the  civil  ai 
diplomatie.   a]>propriution    bills   of  March   • 
1855.    After  such  a  response  fn>m  the  Senat 
an<l  the  silent  acquiescence  of  the  House  fi 
three  whole  sessions,  any  postponement  ca 
hardly  he  thought  necessary  for  the  purpof 
of  consulting  Congress.     The  qnesticm  mm 
now  he  hetween  ohedience  and  disobedienc 
to  the  admitted  wills  of  the  national   legii 
lature. 

After  payment  to  Mr.  Thompson  had  beei 
refused  at  *the  Treasury,  an  aeent  was  ap 
pointed  to  take  the  sense  of  the  ^Ienomonee1l 
and  ascertain  whether  they  would  assent  oi 
not  to  the  payment  of  his  claim  under  the  law 
The  agent  reported  their  refusal  to  assent,  and 
Mr.  Thompson  complained  that  they  were  pre 
vented  from  giving  their  assent  by  the  im- 
proper interference  uf  the  agent  himself. 
Should  these  facts  have  any  iiifiuence  on  the 
decisi(m  now  to  be  made  ?  Congress  declared 
that  Mr.  Thompson  should  be  paid  a  cer- 
tain sum  out  of  funds  in  their  own  treasury, 
which  thev  had  a  right  to  api>ropriate  to  that 
object.  From  this  determination  of  Congresi 
no  appeal  lay  to  the  Menomonee  Indians.  The 

Sayment  of  the  money  was  not  made  depon- 
ent on  any  future  expression  of  their  wilL 
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Tlioir  refusal  to  sanction  the  law  could  not  re- 
peal it,  or  in  anywL>e  diminish  the  obligation 
tlic  executive  to  carry  it  out.  When  Congress 
conmiands  a  thing  to  be  done,  and  the  Meno- 
inoiiee  Indians  forbid  it  to  bo  done,  it  is  not 
very  difficult  to  decide  where  oliedience  is 
due  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  gov- 
erumciit.  To  follow  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
not  the  decision  of  the  Indians,  would  be  a 
tolerably  plain  dut^  in  any  case,  but  here  it  is 
rendered  plainer  still  by  the  consideration  that 
it  is  a  disputed  and  <K>ubtful  question  of  &ct 
whether  the  unbiassed  opinion  of  the  Indians 
is  oppased  to  the  law  or  not  ? 

But  Mr.  Thompson  agreed  to  take  the  sense 
of  tlie  Indians,  and  to  that  end  assented  that 
an  agent  should  be  appointed.  Did  this  bind 
him  to  stand  or  fall  b^  the  agent's  report  ?  If 
he  had  an  absolute  right  under  the  law  to  be 
paid,  I  cannot  say  that  I  think  he  forfeited  that 
right  by  an  abortive  attempt  to  comply  with 
a  condition  which  the  law  did  not  impose  on 
him.  lie  made  a  voluntary  effort  to  strengthen 
himself  with  the  Treasury  Department  by 
doing  what  he  could  not  legally  have  been  re- 
quired to  do.  This  does  not  prevent  him  from 
mlling  back  on  the  naked  law,  and  standing 
there  in  defence  of  the  rights  which  it  gives 
him. 

These,  I  presume,  are  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances to  which  you  refer  as  having 
transpired  since  the  passage  of  the  acts. 
There  is  but  one  point  more  to  be  noticed. 
That  is  raised  by  your  inquiry  "  Whether  the 
provision  authorizing  the  payment  of  Mr. 
Thompson  is  rendered  nugatory  by  the  subse- 
aueut  provision  requiring  that  amount  to  )>e 
deducted  from  the  future  payments  to  the 
Meiuunonee  Indians  V 

Congress  has  no  authority  to  abrogate  a 
treaty  maile  by  the  executive,  any  more  than 
the  executive  has  to  abrogate  a  law  passed  by 
Congress.  But  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
Buch  was  the  intent  of  the  act  under  consider- 
ation ;  Congress  took  the  responsibility  of  pay- 
ing a  debt  due  from  the  Indians  to  Mr.  Thomp- 
son out  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  Their 
power  to  do  this  cannot  be  denied,  and  Mr. 
Thompson  has  no  interest  in  any  other  part  of 
the  law.  The  other  provision  for  deductmg  the 
amount  from  the  future  annuities  to  become 
due  under  the  treaty  was  inserted,  no  doubt, 
upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  Indians 
were  agreed  to  it.  We  cannot  act  now  upon  the 
assumption  Uiat  thej  will  resist  the  deduction 
when  the  proper  time  comes  for  making  it. 
But  if  we  know  that  such  would  certainly  be 
the  fiftct,  Mr.  Thompson's  rights  could  not  be 
affected  by  it.  Con jp*e88  hiw  chosen  to  say 
that  he  shall  be  paid  at  all  events,  and  has 
taken  upon  the  government  all  the  risk  (if 
there  be  any)  of  getting  a  deduction  from  the 
Indians. 

The  United  States  have  bound  themselves 
by  treaty  with  the  Menomonees  to  pay  them 
aertain  sums  of  mone^.  At  the  stipulated 
limes  we  must  meet  this  responubility  either 
bj  payment  of  the  money  to  the  Indians,  or 


else  by  proof  that  it  is  already  paid,  with  then 
consent,  to  an  individual  who  is  their  just 
creditor.  The  act  of  Congress  awarding  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Thompson,  and  ordering  tfie  dfe- 
duction  from  the  Indians,  will  not  conclude 
them  on  the  question  of  fact  whether  they  did 
assent  or  not.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  has  the  act  of  Congress  in  his 
favor,  should  not  receive  what  it  gives  him. 

Not  seeing  any  reason  for  resisting  the  will 
of  Congress,  as  expressed  in  this  law,  I  can 
only  conclude  by  advising  your  literal  obedi- 
ence to  its  provisions.  That  course  is  always 
the  safest. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  S.  Black. 

The  Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tonnage  Duties  to  maice  RiTer  and  Har» 
bor  ImyroToments* 

Letter  or  Senator  Douglas  thereon. 

Washington,  January  2,  1854. 
Sir  :  I  learn  from  the  public  press  that  you 
have  under  consideration  the  proposition  to 
convene  the  legislature  in  special  session.  In 
the  event  such  a  step  shall  be  demanded  by 
the  public  voice  and  necessities,  I  desire  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  a  subject  of  ^eat  in- 
terest to  our  people,  which  may  require  le^s- 
lative  action.  I  refer  to  the  estabhshment  of 
some  efficient  and  permanent  system  for  river 
and  harbor  improvements.  Those  portions 
of  the  Union  most  deeply  interested  in  mtcmal 
navigation  naturallv  feci  that  their  interests 
have  been  neglected,  if  not  paralyzed,  by  an 
uncertain,  vacillating,  and  partial  policy. 
Those  who  reside  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mi^ 
sissippi,  or  on  the  shores  of  the  great  northern 
lakes,  and  whose  lives  and  property  are  fre- 
aucntly  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  elements 
for  want  of  harbors  of  refuge  and  means  of 
safety,  have  never  Itcen  able  to  comprehend 
the  force  of  that  distinction  between  fresh  and 
salt  water,  which  affiniis  the  power  and  duty 
of  Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  to  pro- 
vide security  to  navigation  so  far  as  the  tide 
eb1)8  and  flows,  and  denies  the  existence  of  the 
right  beyond  the  tidal  mark.  Our  lawyers 
may  have  read  in  English  books  tliat,  by  the 
common  law,  all  waters  were  deemed  naviga- 
ble so  far  as  the  tide  extended  and  no  further ; 
but  they  should  also  have  learned  from  the 
same  authority  that  the  law  was  founded  upon 
reason,  and  where  the  reason  failed  the  rule 
ceased  to  exist.  In  England,  where  they  have 
neither  lake  nor  river,  nor  other  water  which 
is,  in  fact,  navigable,  except  where  the  tide 
rolls  its  briny  wave,  it  was  natural  that  the 
law  should  conform  to  the  fact,  and  establish 
that  as  a  rule  which  the  experience  of  all  men 
proved  to  be  founded  in  truth  and  reason.  But 
it  may  well  be  c|uestioned  whether,  if  the  com- 
mon law  had  originated  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan—- a  vast  inland  sea  with  an  average 
depth  of  six  hunched  feet— it  would  have  \ma 
deemed  *^  not  narigable,''  merely  because  tha 
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tide  did  not  flow,  and  the  water  was  fresh  and 
well  adapted  to  the  uses  and  necessities  of  man. 
Wo  tlieroforc  feel  authorized  to  repudiate,  as 
unrcnsouablc  and  unjust,  all  injurious  discri 
minatioiis,  predicated  upon  salt  water  and  tidal 
argument^*,  and  to  insist  that  if  the  power  of 
Congress  to  protect  navigation  has  any  exist- 
ence in  the  Constitution,  it  reaches  every  por- 
tion of  this  Union  where  ttie  water  is  in  fact 
navigable,  and  only  ceases  where  the  fact  fails 
to  cxiKt.  This  power  has  been  affirmed  in 
some  form  and  exercised  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  by  each  successive  Congress,  and  every 
administration  since  the  adoption  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution.  All  acts  of  Congress  pro- 
vidin«5  for  the  erection  of  light-houses,  the 
planting  of  buoys,  the  construction  of  piers, 
the  removal  of  snags,  the  dredging  of  channels, 
the  insneotion  of  steamboat  lM)ilers,  the  carry- 
ing of  life  boats,  in  short,  all  enactments  for 
the  security  of  navijjation  and  the  safety  of 
life  and  pro}>erty  within  our  navigal)le  waters, 
assort  the  exi.stencc  of  this  power  and  the  pro- 
priety of  its  exercise  in  some  form. 

The  great  and  growing  interest  of  naviga- 
tion is  too  important  to  be  overlooke<l  or  dis- 
regarded. Mere  negative  action  will  not  an- 
swer. The  irregular  and  vacillating  p«)licv, 
which  has  marked  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject,  is  ruinous.  Whenever  appropriations 
have  been  proposed  for  river  and  harl>or  im- 

{)rovemcnts,  and  especially  on  the  northern 
akes  and  the  western  rivers,  there  has  usually 
been  a  death  struggle,  and  a  doubtful  isnue. 
We  have  gcnerallv  8ucceede<l  with  an  appro- 
priation once  in  lour  or  live  years ;  in  other 
words,  we  have,  upon  an  average,  been  beaten 
alKjut  four  times  out  of  five  in  one  House  of 
Congress  or  the  other,  or  both,  or  by  the  pre- 
sidential veto.  Wlien  we  did  succeed,  a  lar^e 
portion  of  the  appropriation  was  expended  m 
providing  dredging  machines  and  snag  b{)ats 
and  otlier  necessary  matrliinery  and  imple- 
ments ;  and  b}'  the  time  the  work  was  fairly 
begun,  the  ap^iropriaiion  was  exhausted,  and  . 
further  operations  suspended.  Failing  to  pro-  ' 
cure  an  additional  appropriatiim  at  the  next 
session,  and  perhaps  lor  two,  three,  or  four 
successive  sessions,  the  administratiim  has 
construed  the  refusal  of  Ctmgress  to  provide 
the  funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the  works 
into  an  abandonment  of  the  system,  and  has 
accordingly  deemed  it  a  duty  to  sell,  at  public 
auction,  the  dred;;inf;  machines  and  snajj 
b«>ats,  implements  and  materials  on  hand  for 
whatever  they  would  bring.  Soon  the  country 
was  again  startled  by  the  frightful  acicouiits 
of  wrecks  and  explosiims,  tires  and  snags 
unon  the  rivers,  the  lakes,  and  the  sea  coast. 
The  responsibility  of  these  appalling  sacrifices 
of  life  and  property  were  charged  upon  those 
who  defeated  the  appropriations  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  works.  Sympathy  was  excited, 
and  a  concerted  plan  of  agitation  and  or- 
ganization formed  by  the  interested  sections 
and  parties  to  bring  their  combined  influence 
to  bear  upon  Congress  in  favor  of  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  system  on  on  enlarged  scale, 


sufficiently  comprehensiTe  to  embrace  the  loetl 
interests  and  influences  in  a  majoritj  of  tltf 
Congressional  districts  of  the  Union.  A  legw* 
lative  omnibus  was  formed,  in  which  all  foria 
of  works  were  crowded  together,  good  and  bad, 
wise  and  foolish,  national  and  local,  all  cram- 
med into  one  bill,  and  forced  through  Congress 
by  the  power  of  an  orgjanized  ma|ority,  after 
the  fearful  and  exhausting  struggle  of  a  night 
session.  The  bill  would  receive  the  votes  ma 
majority  in  each  house,  not  because  any  one 
Senator  or  Representative  approved  all  the 
items  containea  in  it,  but  for  the  reason  that 
humanity,  as  well  as  the  stem  demands  of  an 
injured  and  suflering  constituency,  required 
that  they  should  make  every  ncedtul  sacrifice 
of  money  U)  diminish  the  terrible  loss  of  ho- 
man  life  by  the  perils  of  navigation.  The 
result  was  a  simple  re-enactment  of  the  former 
scenes.  Machinery,  implements,  and  mate^ 
rials  purchased,  the  works  recommenced — the 
money  exhausted — subsequent  appropriations 
withheld — and  the  operations  suspended,  with- 
out completing  the  improvements,  or  contribu- 
ting materially  to  the  safety  of  navigation.  In- 
deeil,  it  may  be  well  questioned  whether,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  money  has  been  wisely  and 
economically  applied,  and  in  many  ca5e8 
whether  the  expenditure  has  been  productive 
of  any  useful  results,  l)eyond  the  mere  distri- 
bution of  so  much  money  among  contractors, 
laborers,  and  superintendents  in  the  favored 
localities ;  and  in  others,  whether  it  has  not 
been  of  positive  detriment  to  the  navigating 
interest. 

Far  be  it  from  my  purpose  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  integrity,  science,  or  skill  of  those 
whose  professi<mal  duty  it  was  to  devise  the 
plan  ami  superinten<l  the  construction  <if  tlie 
works.  But  1  do  insist  that  from  the  iiatnre 
of  their  profession  and  their  habits  uf  life 
they  could  not  1)0  expected  to  p<.issess  that 
local  knowledge — that  knowledge  <»f  currents' 
and  tides — the  effects  of  storms,  lhMMi.<t.  and 
ice,  alwavs  different  and  ever  changing — in 
each  locality  of  this  widely-extended  i\>untry, 
wliich  is  essential  in  determining  upon  the 
proper  site  and  plan  for  an  improvement  to 
the  navigation.  Without  depreciating  the  value 
of  science,  or  disregiinling  its  precepts,  1  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  opiniim  of  an 
intelligent  captain  or  pilot,  who,  for  a  loug 
scries  of  years,  had  sailed  out  of  and  into  a 
given  port  in  fair  weather  and  f(ml,  and  who 
had  carefully  and  daily  watched  th<»  change* 
produced  in  the  channel  by  the  currents  and 
storms,  wrecks  and  other  t>bstructioiis,  would 
inspire  me  with  more  confidence  tlian  that  of 
the  most  eminent  professional  gentlomsn. 
whose  knowledge  and  science  in  the  line 
of  his  profession  were  onlv  e<\uallod  by  his 
pnifound  ignorance  of  alf  those  hxral  and 
practical  questions  which  ought  to  determine 
the  site  and  plan  of  the  proposed  imprnT^ 
ment.  To  me,  therefore,  it  »  no  longer  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  errors  and  blunder! 
occur  in  the  mode  of  constructing  the  works, 
and  that  follies  and  extravagance  everywhere 
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appear  in  the  expenditare  of  the  money. 
These  evils  seem  to  be  inherent  in  the  system ; 
at  leoflt,  they  have  thus  far  proTcn  unavoida- 
ble, and  have  become  so  palpable  and  noto- 
rious that  it  is  worse  than  folly  to  dose  our 
eves  to  their  existence. 

In  addition  to  these  facts  it  should  be  borne 
ill  miiid  that  a  large  and  intelligent  portion 
of  the  American  people,  comprising,  perhaps, 
a  majority  of  the  Democratic  party,  are  in  the 
habit  of  considering  these  works  as  consti- 
tuting: a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
mciitH  b^'  the  federal  government,  and  there- 
fore in  violation  qf  the  creed  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
iStates.  These  two-fold  objections — the  one 
denying  the  constitutional  power  and  the 
other  the  expediency  of  appropriations  from 
tlio  national  treasurv — seem  to  acquire  addi- 
tional Htrcngth  and  force  in  proportion  as  the 
importance  of  the  subject  is  enhanced,  and  the 
necessity  for  more  numerous*  and  extensive 
improvements  is  created  by  the  extension  of 
our  territory,  the  expansion  of  our  settlements, 
and  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
country.  As  a  friend  to  the  navigating  inte- 
rest, and  especially  identified  by  all  the  ties 
of  affection,  gratitude,  and  interest  with  that 
section  of  the  republic  which  is  the  most 
deeply  interested  in  internal  navigation,  I  see 
no  nope  f  )r  any  more  favorable  results  fn)m 
national  appropriations  than  wo  have  hereto- 
fore realized.  If  then  we  are  to  judge  the 
system  by  its  results,  taking  the  past  as  a  fair 
indication  of  what  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected in  the  future,  those  of  us  who  have 
struggled  hardest  to  render  it  efiicient  and 
useful,  are  compelled  to  confess  that  it  has 
proven  a  miserable  failure.  It  is  even  worse 
than  a  failure,  because,  while  it  has  failed  to 
accomplish  the  desired  objects,  it  has  bad  the 
effect  to  prevent  local  and  private  enterprise 
from  maxing  the  improvements  under  state 
anthorify,  by  holding  out  the  expectation  that 
the  federal  government  was  about  to  make 
them. 

By  way  of  illustration,  let  us  suppose  tliat 
twenty-five  years  ago,  when  we  first  be^an  to 
talk  about  the  construction  of  railroads  m  this 
country,  the  federal  government  had  assumed 
to  itself  jurisdiction  of  all  works  of  that  de- 
scription to  the  exclusion  of  state  authority 
and  individual  enterprise.  In  that  event,  does 
any  one  believe  we  would  now  have  in  the 
United  States  fourteen  thousand  miles  of  rail- 
road completed,  and  fifteen  thousand  miles  in 
addition  under  contract?  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
that  if  our  own  state  had  prostrated  itself  in 
humble  supplication  at  the  feet  of  the  federal 
government,  and,  with  folded  arms,  had  waited 
»)r  appropriations  from  the  national  treasury, 
instead  ot  exerting  state  authority,  and  stimu- 
lating and  combining  individual  enterprise, 
VF9  should  now  have  in  Illinois  three  thousand 
miles  of  railroad  in  process  of  construction  ? 
Let  the  history  of  internal  improvements  by 
the  federal  government  be  fairly  written,  and 
it  wiU  furnish  conclufiTe  aniwers  to  these  in- 


terrogatories. For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  the  ener^es  of  the  national  govern-, 
ment,  together  with  all  the  spare  funds  in  the 
treasury,  were  directed  to  the  construction  of 
a  macadamized  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
state'  of  Maryland,  to  Jefferson  City,  in  the 
state  of  Missouri,  vrithout  being  able  to  com- 
plete one-third  of  the  work.  If  the  govern- 
ment were  unable  to  make  three  hundred 
miles  of  turnpike-road  in  twenty-five  years, 
how  long  would  it  take  to  construct  a  railroad 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  make  all  the  har- 
bor and  river  improvements  necessary  to  pro- 
tect our  widely  extended  and  rapidly  increa»- 
ing  commerce  on  a  scacoast  so  extensive,  that 
in  forty  years  we  have  not  been  able  to  com- 
plete even  the  survey  of  one-half  of  it,  and  on 
a  lake  and  river  navigation  more  than  four 
times  as  extensive  as  that  seacoast?  These 
q^uestions  are  worthy  of  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  those  who  think  that  improvements 
should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  present 
generation  as  well  as  for  our  remote  posterity ; 
for  I  am  not  aware  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment ever  completed  any  work  of  internal  im- 
provement commenced  under  its  auspices. 

The  operations  of  the  government  have  not 
been  sufficiently  rapid  to  keep  pace  with  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  The  Cumberland  lvoad,when 
commenced,  may  have  })een  well  adapted  to 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed ;  but 
after  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
before  any  considerable  portion  of  it  could  be 
finished,  the  whole  was  superseded  and  ren- 
dered useless  by  the  introduction  of  the  rail- 
road system.  l)ne  reason,  and  perhaps  the 
principal  cause,  of  the  slow  progress  of  all  go- 
vernment improvements,  consists  in  the  fact 
that  the  appropriation  for  any  one  object  is 
usually  too  small  to  l»e  of  material  service.  It 
may  be  sufficient  for  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  but  before  it  can  be  completed,  or  even 
so  far  advanced  as  to  withstand  the  effects  of 
storms,  and  floods,  and  the  elements,  the  ap- 
propriation is  exhausted,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  work  swept  away  before  funds  can  be 
obtained  for  finishing  it  or  even  protecting 
that  which  has  been  done.  The  ruinous  con- 
sequences of  these  small  appropriations  are 
well  understood  and  seriously  deprecated, 
but  they  arise  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
and  constitute  some  of  the  evils  inseparable 
from  the  policy.  All  experience  proves  that 
the  numberless  items  of  a  river  and  harbor  or 
internal  improvement  bill  cannot  pass,  each 
by  itself,  and  Upon  its  own  merits,  and  that 
the  friends  of  particular  works  will  not  allow 
appropriations  to  be  made  for  the  completion 
of  others  which  are  supposed  to  be  or  para- 
mount importance,  unless  theirs  are  embraced 
in  the  same  bill.  Each  member  seems  to 
think  the  work  in  his  own  district  to  be  of 
the  sternest  necessity  and  highest  importance, 
and  hence  feels  constrained  to  give  his  own 
the  preference,  or  to  defeat  any  bill  which 
does  not  include  it  The  result  is  a  legisla- 
tive omnibus,  in  which  all  manner  of  objects 
are  crowded  together  indiscriminately;  aadt 
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as  there  never  is  and  never  can  be  money 
enough  in  the  treasury  to  make  adequate  ap- 
pn)priation8  for  the  whole,  and  as  Uie  bul 
cannot  nai^s  unless  each  has  something,  of 
course  trie  amount  for  each  item  must  bo  re- 
duced so  low  as  to  make  it  of  little  or  no  ser- 
vice, and  thus  render  the  whole  bill  almost  a 
total  luss.  In  this  manner  a  large  portion  of 
our  people  have  been  kept  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pense and  anxiety  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, with  their  hopes  alwavs  excited  and  their 
expectations  never  realized. 

I  reiKJat  that  the  policy  heretofore  pursued 
has  prtA-en  worse  than  a  failure.  If  we  expect 
to  provide  facilities  and  securities  for  our  navi- 
gating interests,  we  must  adopt  a  system  com- 
mensurate with  our  wants— one  which  will  be 
just  and  equal  in  its  operations  upon  lake, 
river,  and  ocean  wherever  the  water  is  navi- 
g:il)lc,  fresh  or  salt,  tide  or  no  tide — a  system 
wlii.'Ii  will  not  depend  for  its  success  upon  the 
dii1)ious  and  fluctuating  issues  of  political  cam- 
pai«rns  an<l  Congressional  combinations — one 
which  will  ]>e  certain,  uniform,  and  unvaryin"; 
in  its  results.  1  know  of  no  system  better  raC 
culated  to  accomplifih  these  objects  than  that 
which  (H>nimanded  the  approbation  of  the 
founders  of  the  republic,  was  succeHsivelv 
adopted  on  various  occjisionn  since  that  period, 
and  directly  referred  to  in  the  message  of  the 
President.  It  is  evidontlv  the  system  coutcm- 
platod  by  the  fnimers  of  the  Ctmstitution  when 
they  incorporated   into  tliat  instnnnont  tlie 


for  the  improvement  of  naTigation  midit 
conflict  with  the  general  enactment!  fir 
regulation  of  commerce.  Yet  the  firn  C 
^ress,  which  assembled  under  the  Consti 
tion,  commenced  that  series  of  eontra^ct 
and  partial  enactments  which  has  condiH 
to  the  pre^nt  time,  and  proven  the  fivh 
source  of  conflict  and  dissension. 

The  first  of  these  acts  provided  that  all 
peuses  for  the  support  of  nghthooses,  heaco 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  should  be  paid  oat 
the  national  treasury,  on  the  oonditiotttl 
the  states  in  which  tne  same  should  be  fi 
ated  respectively,  should  cede  to  the  Uai 
States  the  said  works,  "t<lgether  with  \ 
lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  i 
together  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  sam 
A  few  months  afterwards  the  same  Gongr 
passed  an  act  consenting  that  the  statKt 
Rhode  Island,  Maryland,  and  Georgia^  ni; 
levy  tonnage  duties  for  the  purpose  of  impr 
ing  certain  harbors  and  nvers  within  th 
respective  limits.  This  oontradictorv  legh 
tion  upon  a  subject  of  great  nationaf  im{^' 
anee,  altliough  commenced  by  the  first  0< 
gress,  and  frequently  suspended  uid  rene* 
at  uncertain  and  irregular  periods,  wt 
never  to  have  been  entirely  abandoned.  Wl 
appropriations  from  the  national  treafurrhi 
been  partial  and  irregular — sometimes  gran 
and  at  others  withneld--stimnhiting  hf] 
only  to  1)0  succeeded  by  disappointment^  t 


nage  duties  have  also  been  cullected  liv 
clause  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties  ))\'  t lie '  consent  of  Congress,  at  various  times  and 
states  with  the  assent  of  Congress.  The  de- .  limited  periods,  in  Pennsylvania,  Mar}'la] 
bates  show  that  this  provision  was  inserted  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Si»uth  CanJii 
for  the  express  ]>uqiose  of  enabling  the  states  (Jeorgia,  Alabama,  Massachusetts,  Kfc» 
to  levy  duties  of  tonnage  to  make  harbor  and;  Island,  and  pcrhap  other  states.  Irn2< 
other  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  naviga- ;  tliere  has  never  Ikjcu  a  thue,  since  the  Pef 
tion.  It  was  objected  that  the  power  to  regu-  ration  of  Independence,  when  tonnage  dr.: 
late  commerce  having  already  been  vested  ex-  have  not  lieen  collected  under  state  nuthiff 
clusively  in  Congress,  the  jurisdictir)n  of  tlic  i  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  or  harbors 
states  over  harl>or  and  river  improvements,  both.  The  last  act  giving  the  ccmsent  r»f  0 
without  the  consent  or  •«upervisiou  of  the  fcde-  gress  to  the  coHection  of  these  duties,  i 
ral  government,  might  l>o  so  exercised  as  to  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  jwrt  of  Baltini* 
conflict  with  tlie  Congressional  regulations  in  in  ISoO,  and  will  not  expire  until  1S61. 
respect  to  commerce.  In  order  to  avoid  this  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pniposition 
objecticm,  and  at  the  same  time  reserve  to  the  '  pass  a  general  law  j^iving  the  consent  of  O 
states  the  power  of  making  the  necessary !  gress  to  the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  J 
improvements,  consistent  with  such  rules  as  ■  cording  to  a  uniform  rule,  and  upon  eqi 
shtmld  be  prescribed  by  Congress  for  the  re-   terms  in  all  the  states  and  tcrritones  of  t 

fulation  of  commerce,  the  provision  was  modi- ,  Union,  docs  not  contemplate  the  introdudi 
ed  and  adopted  in  the  form  in  which  we  now  of  a  new  principle  into  our  legislation  up 
find  it  in  the  Constitution,  to  wit:  "no  state  this  subject.  It  only  proposes  to  ctm^erl 
Mhall  lay  duties  oftonnape  except  by  the  consent ;  partial  and  fluctuating  pilicy  into  a  pennanf 
of  Congress^*  It  is  evident  from  the  debates  an<l  eflBcient  system, 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  looked  to  •  If  this  proplsition  should  reeeive  the  sar 
tonnage  duties  as  the  source  from  which  funds  tion  of  C<mgres8,  and  be  carriwl  into  sacoe 
were  to  be  derived  for  improvements  in  navi-  ful  operation  by  the  states,  it  would  withdn 
Bition.  The  only  diversity  of  opinion  among  river  ond  harlK»r  improvements  from  the  per 
them  arose  upon  the  point-,  whether  those  .  of  the  ]Mditical  arena,  and  commit  them  tot! 
duties  should  oe  levied  and  the  works  ccm- '  fostering  care  of  the  local  authorities,  with 
structed  by  the  federal  government  or  under  steady  and  unceasing  source  of  revenue  i 
state  authority.  These  doubts  were  solved  by  '  their  prosecution.  The  system  would  beplu 
the  clause  quote^l,  providing,  in  effect,  that  while  direct,  and  simple,  in  respect  to  harbt»r  ii 
the  j>ower  was  reserved  to  the  states,  it  should  pr«)vements.  Kach  town  and  city  would  ha' 
not  be  exercise<l,  except  by  the  consent  of  charge  of  the  improvement  of  its  own  harbo 
Congress,  in  order  that  the  local  legislation   and  would  l>e  authorized  to  tax  ita  own  eoi 
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iwn.  The  moineyeoiildte  applied  to  no  other 
fd^foctthaii  tbo  im|HOv«mflnt  of  the  harbor; 
^|mI  no  hi|^ior  datiM  oooU  bo  kfiod  than  w«ra 
(MotMatylbrthatpaipooa.   Tbetowooldaeem 

tbo  no  d«pgar  of  too  poww  being  aboBod, 
■  in  addition  to  the  vMferiotion^  limitaftions, 
eeoiiditioni»  iHiieh  ihoDldbe  embiaoedin 
Inwa  oon&iving  the  omiant  of  Oongrees, 
fllMitoraat  wiSl  fomiah  adeqnate  and  ample 
•feananoes  and  motiYea  iar  the  fidthfbl  ezeoo- 
^flonof  thetmats.    If  anj  torn,  whoae  harbor 
^njieda  improTcment»  ahoud  &il  to  imjpoae  the 
dbtiea  and  mahe  the  aeoeaBaiy  woru,  anoh 
'  SMfUet  woold  ineifitaUy  tend  to  drm  the 
^eopnnierce  to  aome  riral  port,  whioh  would  nae 
^  Ihe  meana  in  ita  power  to  render  ito  harbor 
-aafb  and  ooaunodioaa^  and  afind  all  neoeaaaij 
Mpfeaolion  and  Ihwlitiea  to  navigation  and 
,wiido>  If^  on  tiie  other  hand,  any  plaoeahoiild 
■Attempt  to  impoae  hi^r  dotiea  tnan  will  be 
iteolatoly  neoeaaary  m  the  bonatmotion  of 
i^  lequuito  improToments,  this  line  of  polioy, 
jto  4be  estent  oc  the  eseeaa,  would  haye  me 
.aame  ddeteriona  efiiMsto  npon  ito  proaperi^. 
iXhe  aaiae  iigarioaa  inflaenoea  would  reaolt 
from  errors  and  blnndera  in  the.  plan  of  the 
-work,  or  firon  extravaganoe  and  oorraption  in 
;tiie  expenditure  of  the  money.    Henoe  each 
.loeality,  and  erery  dtiaen  and  peraon  into- 
iwated  therein^  woold  have  a  direct  and  peiv 
•imal  intereat  m  the  adoption  of  a  wise  plan, 
4wd  in  aeenxing  atriet  eeonomy  and  entire 
flMity  In  the  expenditure  or  the  money. 
[Jtthile  npon  the  riTeri  the  plan  of  operations 
'mn)d  not  be  so  direet  and  aimple  as  in  the 
improvement  of  harbora,  jret  even  there  it  is 
.piA  peroetTod  that  any  seriooa  inoonyenience 
er  obotaole  woold  arise  to  the  soocess  of  the 
mrtem.    It  woold  be  neoesaary  that  the  law, 
iraioh  ahall  grant  the  oonaent  of  Congress  to 
tbe  impoaition  of  the  dotiea,  shall  auo  give 
ja^  like  oonaent  in  confixrmity  with  the  same 
INporiaion  of  the  Conatitotion,  that  where  the 
nver  to  be  improyed  ahall  fiinn  the  boondair 
o(  or  be  dtoaied  in^  two  or  more  states,  soch 
atntoa  may  enter  mto  oompaots  with  each 
•tiiar,  by  whioh  they  may,  onder  their  joint 
.pnthori^,  levy  the  dotiea  and  improve  the 
ittvigation. 

In  tlda  manner  Pennsyl^wua,  Delaware, 

and  New  Jersey,  ooold  enter  into  a  compact 

.for  the  impovementof  the  Delaware  river,  by 

whioh  eaon  woold  ^ipoini  one  commissioner, 

and   the  three  oommissionera  ocmstitoto  a 

board,  which  woold  levy  the  doties,  prescribe 

die  mode  of  their  colleetion,  dervise  the  plan 

-of  the  inpravementi  and  anperintend  the  ex- 

.Mi4itare  of  the  monqr*    Tne  six  states  bor- 

owing  on  the  Ohio  river,  fai  like  manner,  ooold 

^mfh  appoint »  oommisaioner,  and  the  six  oon- 

-^tatnto  ft  board  &r  the  iia^ovement  of  the 

ggyiaatJon  oJ  that  river  ftem  PHtaborgh  to  the 

jfimadufii.    The  same  plan  ooold  be  applied 

cii»  the  Mississippi,  by  wnioh  the  nine  states 

'  nofdeiing  o|>on  that  stream  oonid  each  appoint 

Jiip^toMniaBipner,  and  the  mneftrm  a  Doard 

lor  ite  removal  of  anags  and  oflier  obatmctiona 


in  the  diannel  f!rom  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony 
to  the  Golf  of  Mexioo.  There  seems  to  be  no 
diJBooltv,  therefore,  in  the  execution  of  the 
plan  wnere  the  watercourse  lies  in  two  or 
more  states,  or  forms  the  boundary  thereof  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  where  the  river  is  en- 
tirely within  the  limits  of  any  one  state,  like 
the  Illinois  or  Alabama,  it  may  be  improved 
in  soch  manner  as  the  legislature  may  pre- 
scribe, sul^ject  only  to  such  conditions  and 
limitations  as  may  oe  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress  ^ving  its  consent.  All  the  necessi- 
ties and  difficultiee  upon  this  subject  seem  to 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  for  in  the 
same  clause  of  the  Constitution,  wherein  it  is 
declared,  in  effect,  that,  veitb  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, tonnage  duties  may  be  levied  foi  the 
improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  that 
the  several  states  may  enter  into  compacts 
with  each  other  for  that  purpose  whenever  it 
shall  became  necessarv,  subject  only  to  such 
rules  as  Congress  shall  proscribe  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  notice  some  of  the 
olfactions  which  have  been  urged  to  this  sys- 
tem. It  has  been  said  that  tonnage  duties  are 
taxes  upon  the  commerce  of   the  country, 
which  must  be  paid  in  the  end  by  the  con- 
sumers of  the  articles  bearing  the  burden.    I 
do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  the  soundness 
of  this  proposition.     I  presume  the  same  is 
true  of  all  the  duties,  tolls,  and  charges  upon 
all  poblic  works — ^whether  constructed  W  go- 
vernment or  individuals.    The  state  of  New 
York  derives  a  revenue  of  more  than  two 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  from  her  canals. 
Of  course  this  is  a  tax  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  and  is  borne  bv  those  who  arc  in- 
terested in  and  benefited  by  it.     This  tax  is 
a  blessine  or  a  burden,  dependent  upon  the 
fact  whether  it  has  the  effect  to  diminish  or 
increase  the  cost  of  transportation.    If  we 
could  not  have  enjoyed  tne  benefit  of  the 
canal  without  the  payment  of  the  tolls,  and 
if,  by  its  eonstruotion  and  the  payment,  the 
oost  of  transportation  has  been  reduced  to 
one-tonth  the  sum  which  wo  would  have  been 
compelled  to  have  paid  without  it,  who  would 
not  DO  willing  to  mi^e  a  still  further  cuntribu- 
tion  to  the  security  and  facilities  of  naviga- 
tion, if  thereby  the  price  of  freights  are  to  do 
reduced  in  a  still  greater  ratio?    The  tolls 
upon  our  own  canal  are  a  tax  upon  commerce, 
yet  we  cheerfully  submit  to  the  payment  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  indispensable  to  the 
construction  of  a  great  work,  which  has  had 
the  effect  to  redoce  the  cost  of  transportation 
between  the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  far 
below  what  it  would  have  been  if  the  canal 
had  not  been  made.    All  the  charges  on  the 
iborteen  thousand  miles  of  railroad  now  in 
operation  in  the  different  states  of  this  Union, 
are  Jnst  so  many  taxes  upon  commerce  and 
travel,  yet  we  do  not  repuaiate  the  whole  rail- 
road system  on  that  account,  nor  object  to  the 
payment  of  such  reasonable  charges  as  are 
neoeaaary  to  defray  the  expenses  ofconstmct- 
ing  and  operating  them.    Bat  it  may  be  said 
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that  if  all  tho  railroads  and  canals  were  built 
with  funds  from  the  national  treasury,  and 
were  then  thrown  open  to  the  uses  or  com- 
merce and  travel  free  of  charge,  the  rates  of 
transportation  would  be  less  than  they  now 
are.  It  may  be  that  the  rates  of  transportur 
tion  would  be  less,  but  would  our  taxes  t>e  re- 
duced thereby  ?  No  matter  who  is  intrusted 
with  the  construction  of  works,  somel)ody 
must  foot  tho  bill.  If  the  federal  government 
undertake  to  make  railroads  and  canals,  and 
river  and  harbor  improvements,  somelxKiy 
must  pav  the  expenses.  In  order  to  meet  this 
enlarged  expenditure,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  augment  the  revenue  by  increased  taxes 
upon  tho  commerce  of  the  country.  The 
wnole  volume  of  revenue  which  now  fills  and 
overflows  the  national  treasury,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  small  item  resulting  from  tlie 
sates  of  public  lands,  is  derived  from  a  system 
of  taxe8  imposed  upon  commerce  and  collected 
through  the  machinery  of  the  custom  houses. 
No  matter,  therefore,  whether  these  works  are 
made  by  the  federal  government,  or  ])y  stimu- 
lating and  combining  local  and  individual  en- 
terprise under  state  authority :  in  any  event 
they  remain  a  tax  upon  commerce  to  the  extent 
of  the  expenditure. 

That  system  which  will  insure  the  construc- 
tion of  tne  improvements  upon  the  best  plan 
and  at  the  smallest  cost  will  prove  the  least 
oppressive  to  tlie  tax-payer  ana  the  most  use- 
ful to  commerce.  It  requires  no  argument  to  \ 
prove — for  every  day's  experience  teaches  us —  ' 
tliat  public  works  of  every  description  can  be  ! 
made  at  a  much  smaller  cost  by  private  enter- 
prise, or  l>y  the  local  authorities  directly  in- 
terested in  the  improvement,  than  when  con- 
structed by  the  federal  government.  Hence, 
inasmuch  as  the  expenses  of  constructing 
river  and  harlx^r  improvements  must,  under 
cither  plan,  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  upon  com- 
merce in  the  first  instance,  and  finally  upon 
the  whole  people  interested  in  that  commence, 
I  am  of  tne  opinion  that  the  burdens  would 
l>e  less  under  the  system  referred  to  in  the 
message  than  by  appropriations  from  the  fed- 
eral treasury.  Those  who  seem  not  to  have 
understood  the  difference  have  attempted  to 
excite  prejudice  against  this  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  navigations  by  comparing  it  to 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  the  navigation  of 
tlie  Rhine,  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  other  rivers 
running:  through  the  German  states.  The  peo- 
ple residing  upon  those  rivers  did  not  com- 
plain that  they  were  required  to  pay  duties 
tor  the  improvement  of  their  navigation.  Such 
was  not  the  fact.  No  duties  were  imposed  for 
any  such  purpose.  No  improvements  in  the 
navigation  were  ever  made  or  contemplated 
by  those  who  exacted  tho  tolls.  Taxes  were 
extorted  from  the  navigating  interest  by  the 
petty  sovereigns  through  whose  dominions  the 
rivers  run,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  pomp,  and  ceremonies,  and 
follies  of  vicious  and  corrupt  courts.  The 
complaint  was,  that  grievous  and  unnecessary 
baraens  were  imposed  on  navigation  without 


expending  any  portion  of  the  money  lor 
protection  and  improvement.  Tbeir  eo 
plaints  were  just.  They  should  have  p 
tested,  if  tliej^  had  lived  under  a  gpTcnmu 
where  the  voice  of  the  people  oouia  be  hta 
aeainst  the  payment  of  any  more  or  higl 
tolls  than  were  necessary  for  die  improTem 
of  the  navigation,  and  have  insisted  that  1 
funds  collected  should  be  applied  to  that  ^ 
pose  and  none  other.  In  shorty  a  plan  simi 
to  tlie  one  now  proposed  would  have  beei 
fall  and  complete  redress  of  all  their  gri 
ances  upon  this  subject. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  mj  objeet 
addressing  you  this  communication  is  feoini 
your  especial  attention  to  so  mnch  of  I 
President's  message  as  relates  to  riyer  i 
harbor  improvements,  with  the  view  thai wl 
the  legislature  shall  assemble,  either  in  spec 
or  general  session,  the  subject  may  be  <J 
tinctly  submitted  to  their  consideration 
such  action  as  the  great  interests  of  oommei 
may  demand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectful 
your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

S.  A.  D0UGLA& 

Joel  A.  Matteson, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Union,  History  of  the.* 

A  BRIEF  History  of  the  Evexts  axd  Ci 

CUMSTANCES  WHICH   LED  TO   THE  UxiOS 

THE  States,  and  the  form atio^t  of  t 
Constitution. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  New  Engla 
colonics,  we  find  the  first  instance  of  the  1 
sociation  of  the  people  of  America  fur  muti 
defence  and  protection,  vrhile  they  owed  al 
giance  to  the  British  Crown.  In  •1643,  t 
colonics  of  Massachusetts,  Plymouth.  Coud( 
ticut,  and  New  Haven,  under  the  impre«i 
of  danger  from  the  surmunding  tribes  of  1 
dian8,  entered  into  a  league,  ofien^ire  a 
defennive,  firm  and  perpetual,  under  the  nai 
of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England.  Th 
vested  in  an  annual  congress  of  eonimi^ 
ers,  delegated  from  each  colony,  the  authi4i 
to  regulate  their  general  concerns,  and  es| 
cially  to  levy  war  and  make  requisitions  < 
men  and  money,  upon  the  several  niemben  < 
the  union  in  a  ratio  to  their  respective  niu 
bers.  This  c(mfederacy  subsisted  for  upwa 
of  forty  years,  luid,  for*  part  of  the  time,  wi 
the  countenance  of  the  government  in  £a 
laud,  and  was  dissolved  under  King  James  11 
in  tlic  year  1686. 

Til  is  association  is  generally  considered  \ 
the  foundation  of  subsequent  eoforts  for  a  mo 
extensive  and  perfect  union  of  the  Brifck 
North  American  colonies ;  and  the  people  1 
this  country  continued,  after  the  dissuliilM 
of  this  league,  to  afford  other  instructive  pi 
cedents  of  associations  for  their  safety.  A  os 
gross  of  governors  and  commissioners  fie 
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Mmt  oQiloiiios»Mw«nM  from  New  Sndsnd, 
ivas  ooeadofuiU  J  heldt  te  better  to  muu  lo^ 
nagementi  for  the  preteetioitef  their  interior 
ll^tetfer,  of  which  we  hsre  u  iastanoe  tt  Al- 
Inh^  in  the  ymt  1722;  end  ft  maeh  more  In- 
iitiiting  conmM  was  held  ftt  the  same  plaoe 
l^jllie  j%9X  1754^  which  eimflieted  of  oommis> 
Amere  from  the  ooloniec  of  New  Hampshire, 
Wa«Mnhiinnttrf,  Rhode  Idand,  Ck>miectioat| 
IMw  Torfc,  Pennajlnttiay  and  Maryland.  It 
i#aa  cdled  at  the  inctance  of  the  British  cor* 
Mment,  to  take  into  eoosideration  iht  best 
meant  of  defending  America,  as  a  war  witili 
Aance  was  then  apprehended.  The  oljeot 
dPthe  British  goremmen^  in  callinff  this  con- 
oreaai  was  to  eibot  treaties  with  the  Indian 
SHm  :  bat  the  commissioners,  among  whom 
l|fii  Dr.  Franklin  and  other  distiikcoished 
fliita  1b  tiie  colonies,  had  more  enlarged  Tiews. 
Tktij  asserted  and  promulgated  some  inirala- 
■Ue  troths,  the  proper  recepti<fa  of  which  in 
Ik  minds  of  th«r  coontrjmen  prepared  the 
way  for  their  fatore  independence  and  union. 
The  commisrioners  nnanimoif  jIj  resolTcd  that 
s  UNION  of  the  colonies  was  awolntely  neces- 
■arj  for  their  preservation.  They  ukewise 
fiqected  all  proposals  for  a  division  of  the  co> 
kmies  into  separate  confederacies,  and  adopt- 
ed a  plan  of  federal  goremment,  drawn  up 
a  Dr.  Franklin,  consirang  ef  a  ssneral  coon- 
of  delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  &e  prorincial 
'  mblies,  and  a  president  fleneralto  be  ap- 
ited  by  the  crown.  In  this  council  were 
Bd  to  be  Tested,  snlgect  to  the  nentiye 
president,  mauT  A  the  rights  <n  war 
see,  and  the  ngnt  to  lay  and  levy  im- 
and  taxes;  ana  the  union  was  to  em- 
ail ttie  colmues  from  New  Hampshire 
tOLOeurgift.  But  the  times  were  not  yet  ripe, 
narthe  minds  of  men  sufficiently  enlarged, 
ftt  such  a  eomprdiensive  proposition;  and 
iiria  bold  prcjeot  for  a  continental  union  had 
Che  rinxnlar  fate  of  bmng  rejected,  not  only 
W  the  King,  but  by  every  provincial  assem- 
iSf,  We  were  to  rem^  some  years  longer 
ayrate  and  alien  commonwealths,  emulous 
o^oaeb  other  in  obedience  to  the  parent  state, 
btl  Jealoas  of  each  other's  prosperity,  and  di- 
vUed  by  polioy,  interest,  prejiiaice,  and  man- 
men.  So  strong  was  the  rorce  of  these  oonsi- 
derathms,  and  so  exasperated  were  the  people 
of  the  oobniee  against  each  other  in  their  dis- 
poles  ahunt  boundaries,  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in 
urn  year  1761,  obeerved  that  a  union  of  the 
eoimiies  was  absolutely  impossible,  or  at  least 
widioot  being  forced  by  the  most  g^evous 
granny  and  oppression. 

Che  seeds  of  union,  however,  had  been  sown« 
mM  itM  principles  were  to  gi^er  strength  and 
adVttUoe  toward  maturity,  when  the  season  of 
ootaoon  danger  approacned.  When  the  first 
aWe<BPt  upon  our  liberties  was  made  bv  the 
WMmtk  government,  by  the  pasnage  oi  the 
ttiump  act,  in  1766,  a  congress  of  delegates 
MMabie  colonies  assembied  in  New  Tora,  in 
Oilober  of  thatyear,  al  the  instanee  and  re- 
meudaftifla  of.  MamaohosetlB.  -  The  toh^ 
of  MasmahniSrtiH  Bhodt  XriaadKawm^ 

4m 


Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina, 
were  represented.  This  congress  adopted  a 
declaration  of  rights,  in  which  the  sole  power 
of  taxation  was  asserted  to  reside  in  the  colo- 
nial legislatures,  and  they  also  declared,  that 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  several  late  acts 
of  Parliament  on  the  colonies  were  burden- 
eome,  and  wonld  render  them  unable  to  pur- 
chase the  manufoctures  of  Great  Britain.  An 
address  to  the  King,  and  a  petition  to  each 
house  of  Parliament,  were  adopted. 

These  state  papers  evince  the  talents,  as 
well  as  firmness,  tempered  with  wisdom  and 
moderation,  of  tiiis  first  American  Congress ; 
composed,  as  it  was,  of  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  from  the  several  colonies 
therein  represented. 

The  Congress  of  1765  was  only  a  prepara- 
tory step  to  a  more  extensive  and  permanent 
nnum,  which  took  place  at  Philaaelphia,  in 
September,  1774,  ana  thereby  laid  the  foundar- 
tions  of  this  great  republic.  The  more  serious 
and  impendinj;  oppressions  of  the  British  par- 
liament at  this  last  critical  era,  induced  the 
twelve  colonies  which  spread  over  this  vast 
continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia,  to  an 
interchange  of  political  opinions,  and  to  concur 
in  choosinff  ana  sending  delegates  to  Philadel- 
phia, **  with  authority  and  direction  to  meet 
and  consult  together  for  the  common  welfare."  * 
The  assembling  of  this  Congress  was  first  re- 
commended by  a  town-meeting  of  the  people 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  followed  by  the 
colonial  assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  by  other  public  bodies  and  meetings 
of  the  people.  In  some  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  colonies,  delegates  were  appointed  by  the 
popular  or  representative  branch ;  and  in  other 
cases,  they  were  appointed  by  conventions  of 
the  people  in  the  colonies.  The  Confess  of 
delegates  (calling  themselves,  in  their  more 
fimnal  acts,  "  the  dele^tes  appointed  by  the 
good  people  of  these  colonies'  )  assembled  on 
the  4ta  or  September,  1774 ;  and  having  chosen 
officers,  they  adopted  certain  fundamental  rules 
for  their  proceedings.  All  the  colonies  were 
represented,  except  Georgia. 

Thus  was  organized,  under  the  auspices,  and 
irith  the  consent,  of  the  people,  acting  directly 
in  their  primary,  sovereign  capacity,  and  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the  functionaries  to 
whom  the  ordinary  powers  of  government  were 
delegated  in  the  colonies,  the  first  general  or 
national  government,  which  has  been  very 
aptly  called  **  the  revolutionary  government,'' 
since,  in  its  origin  and  progress,  it  was  wholly 
conducted  upon  revolutionary  principles.  The 
Congress,  thus  assembled,  exercised,  de  facto 
and  de  Jure,  a  sovereign  authority ;  not  as  the 
delegated  asents  of  the  governments  de  facto 
of  the  colonies,  but  in  virtue  of  original  powers 
derived  from  the  people.  The  revolutionary 
government  thus  formed,  terminated  only  when 
It  was  regularly  superseded  by  the  oonfederated 
government,  under  articles  finally  ratified^  «ik 
we  shall  see,  in  IT&l. 

Tha  first  and  xaoiX  \sa«wN«QXi  ^^  ^i«a_^ 
wim»d«Aa»tos>abaJtV!iAtft«^^ 


668 


THE  POUTICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


hftTe  one  YOte ;  and  this  became  the  established 
course  during  the  revolution.  They  proposed 
a  general  congress  to  be  held  at  the  same  place 
in  May,  in  we  next  year.  They  appomted 
committees  to  take  into  consideration  their 
r^ts  and  grievances;  asserted  by  number 
01  declaratory  resolutions,  what  they  deemed 
to  be  the  unalienable  rights  of  English  free- 
men ;  pointed  out  to  their  constituents  the  sys- 
tem of  violence  which  was  preparing  against 
those  rights;  and  bound  them  by  the  most 
sacred  of  all  ties,  the  tics  of  honor  and  their 
country,  to  renounce  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  as  being  the  most  salutary  means  to 
avert  the  one,  and  to  secure  the  blessings  of 
the  other.  These  resolutions  were  received 
with  universal  and  prompt  obedience ;  and  the 
union  being  thus  auspiciously  formed,  it  was 
continued  by  a  succession  of  delegates  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  through  every  period  of  the  war, 
and  through  every  revolution  of  our  govern- 
ment, it  has  been  revered  and  cultivated  as  the 
tutelary  guardian  of  our  liberties. 

In  Ilay,  1775,  the  second  continental  con- 

Sress  of  delegates  from  all  the  colonies  (except 
eorgia)  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  were 
invested  by  the  colonies  with  very  ample  dis- 
cretionary powers.  These  delegates  were  cho- 
sen, as  the  preceding  had  been,  partly  by  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislatures  when  in 
session,  but  principally  by  conventions  of  the 
people  in  the  various  states.  In  July,  Georgia 
acceded  to,  and  completed  the  confc<leracy. 
Hostilities  ha^l  already  commencod  in  the  pro 
vince  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  uncondi- 
tional sovereignty  of  the  British  parliament 
over  the  colonies  was  to  be  asHorted  by  an  ap- 
peal to  arms.  Congress,  charged  with  the 
general  interests  and  superintentiiiitr  direction 
of  the  Union,  and  supported  by  the  zeal  and 
confidence  of  their  cimstituents,  prepared  for 
defence.  They  published  a  declaration  of  the 
causes  and  necessity  of  taking  up  arms,  and 
forthwith  proceeded  to  levy  and  orjL!;anizo  an 
army,  to  prescribe  rules  for  the  regulation  of 
their  land  and  naval  forces,  to  emit  a  paper 
currency,  contract  debts,  and  exercise  ail  the 
other  prerogatives  of  an  independent  sovereij^n- 
tv,  till  at  last,  on  the  4th  Jay  of  July,  1776, 
tney  took  a  separate  and  etjual  station  amon^ 
the  powers  of  tne  earth,  Vjy  declaring  the  united 
colonies  to  be  free  and  independent  states. 

This  memorable  declaration,  in  imitation  of 
that  published  by  the  United  Netherlands  on 
a  similar  occasion,  recapitulated  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  British  king,  asserted  it  to  be  the 
natural  right  of  every  people  to  withdraw  from 
tyranny,  and  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  man- 
kind, in  vindication  of  the  necessity  of  the 
measure.  By  this  declaration,  diade  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  people, 
these  United  IStates  were  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  British  crown,  and  all  political 
connexion  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britain  M-as  totally  dissolved.  The  principles 
of  self-preservation,  and  of  social  happiness, 
save  a  olear  sanction  to  this  act  of  separation. 
When  the  government  established  over  any 
people  becomes  inoompetoiiti  qi  ^«ft\iuQ\ii^  \a 


the  ends  for  which  it  was  institatfld.  it  if 
right  and  the  duty  of  such  people^  fioiandcd 
the  law  of  nature,  and  the  reason  and  pnc 
of  mankind,  to  throw  off  such  govenuneat,  t 
provide  new  guards  for  their  nitore  aeoorii 

The  establishment  of  the  repahlict  of  i 
land  and  Switierland  bears  a  striking  ansli 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  in  the  can 
which  produced  them,  and  in  the  nuumei 
which  tney  were  oonducted.  The  United  ] 
therlands  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  irnmc 
dominions  of  the  Spanisn  empire ;  but 
violent  government  of  Philip  the  Second,  i 
the  unrelenting  intolerance  of  the  inqnisiti 
drove  those  distant  provinces  to  union  i 
resistance.  In  1579,  by  the  celebrated  tie 
of  Utrecht,  they  entered  into  a  league  for  tl 
mutual  defence,  and  that  treaty  was  alw 
considered  as  the  bond  of  their  niuon,  and 
foundation  of  their  republic.  But  althn 
they  had  for  some  time  made  open  resisai 
to  the  force  of  Spain,  yet  it  was  not  till 
26th  of  July,  1581,  after  all  hopes  of  recopd 
tion  were  lost,  and  the  authority  of  Philip  1 
been  for  some  time  virtually  renounced,  t 
the  confederated  provinces,  equally  dis 
guished  for  their  lorbearance  and  firmn 
solemnly  declared  themselves  independ 
states,  and  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to 
Spanish  crown.  It  is  well  known  that  Sf 
continued  to  make  long  and  powerful  effiOt 
reduce  them  to  obedience,  till  at  la^t,  exhaoi 
herself,  she  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  a  | 
manent  recognition  of  their  iudependenci 
the  treaty  of  Westphalia.  Similar  to  thai 
the  Netherlands  was  the  case  of  Swiuerli 
which  formerly  fell  under  the  dominion  of 
German  empire,  acknowlciiging  the  ctMinu 
Ilapsburg  for  her  protectors,  and  faithfi 
preserving  her  ttllo>;iance  after  that  fan 
under  the  well-known  name  of  the  houM 
Austria,  succeeiled  to  the  imperial  crown.  ' 
tyranny  of  the  imperial  bailiffs  became  bf 
portable,  and  three  of  the  Swiss  cantons  ih 
off  the  Austrian  yoke  in  the  year  loi)8,  i 
confederated  t^jgetlier  fur  their  common  defei 
The  house  of  Austria  carried  on  an  impla<a 
war  against  them  for  more  than  a  centi 
That  celebrated  confederacy,  which  ori^oi 
consisted  of  onlv  the  three  cantons  of  I 
Schweitz,  and  l/iiderwalden,  kept  continai 
increasing  in  strength,  by  the  accea»i(in 
other  cantons  from  conquest  or  alliance; 
the  union  of  the  thirteen  cantons  was  not  o 
pleted  for  two  centuries,  nor  was  their  ii 
pendence  fully  and  finally  acknowled^ 
i  the  house  of  Austria,  till  the  treaty  of  W 
phalia,  in  1G48. 

To  return  to  the  history  of  our  own  gow 
ment :  the  general  sentiment  of  the  impiirta 
of  the  union  appears  evident  in  all  tne^ 
proceedings  of  Congress.  In  July,  1775 
year  before  the  declaration  of  indepcndei 
Dr.  Franklin  submitted  to  the  cimsidoratioi 
Congress,  a  sketch  of  articles  of  oonfedeial 
between  the  colonies,  to  continue  autil  U 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain*  and  m  i 
ure  of  that  event,  to  be  perpecuaL  Xhis  J^ 
^^^^ean  to  hare  never  Men  diioiMMd  ■  u 
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ims.  But  dnrittg  tfra  iSmt  tiitl  the  deekra- 
Bon  of  independenoe  wm  under  eonsideration, 
fhmgrew  took  mewafee  fi>r  tlw  fonnation  of  a 
Mtttitational  plan  of  ntaion.  On  the  11th  of 
J«ne.  1776,  it  was  tesolTed  that  a  oommittee 
Aeald  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digest  the 
ftfttt  of  a  confederation  to  oe  entered  into  be- 
M^Bta  the  oolonies;  and  the  daj  fbllowing  a 
6onpKnittee»  eoneieting  of  one  nieniber  front 
Mh- colon  J,  was  appouited,  to  perform  that 
*^V.  Upon  the  report  of  this  committee, 
idi  was  laid  aside  on  the  20tf&  of  Augost, 
^  and  not  resumed  till  the  7th  of  April, 
ffT7i  the  snUeet  was  from  time  to  time  de- 
Mtted,  until  the  ISHi  of  Norember,  1777,  when 
i'itopy  of  the  articles  of  confederation  being 
iMMfe  oat,  the  same  was  finally  amed  to. 
CUsJmss,  at  the  same  time,  directed  that  the 
MbSes  should  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures 
Will  the  United  StatM,  to  be  considered,  and, 
iflfpproTed  of  by  them,  they  were  adfised  to 
iMborise  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  same  in 
1fee.€ongre8S  of  the  United  States;  which  being 
Ame,  the  same. should  become  conclusiTe.  On 
iM'29th  of  NoTcmber  ensuing,  a  committee  of 
Mt&  was  appointed,  to  procure  a  translation 
of  the '  articles  to  be  made  into  the  French 
linguage,  and  to  report  an  address  to  the  in- 
Mwtants  of  Canada,  dbo.  On  the  26th  of  June, 
1778^  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  articles 
of 'oonfoderation  was  adopted,  and  it  was 
^Msred  that  the  whole  should  be  engrossed  on 
tilMoliment,  with  a  yiew  that  the  same  should 
yfB  '^gned  br  the  delegates,  in  virtue  of  the 
gAwers  fumnhed  by  the  several  states. 
"^^  the  9tii  of  July,  1778,  tne  articles  were 
i^h^ed  by  the  delegates  of  New  Hampshire, 
JoMohusetts  Bar,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
incl.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina.  The  delegates  from  New 
«lbrSey,  llelaware,  and  Haryland,  informed 
Congress  that  they  had  not  yet  received 
^iwers  to  ratify  and  sign.  North  Carolina 
iSiA  Georgia  were  not  represented — and  the 
tiiCification  of  New  York  was  conditional,  that 
tSL  the  other  states  should  ratify. 
*  Ue  delegates  fhmi  North  (Carolina  signed 
tSr  Articles  on  the  21st  of  July,  1778 ;  those  of 
Ctorgla  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month ;  those 
of  New  Jersey  on  the  26th  of  November,  1778 : 
Ijhoee  of  Delaware  on  the  22d  of  February,  and 
jHb  of  May,  1779 ;  but  Maryland  held  out  to 
ilMf  lasti  and  positively  reftised  the  ratification, 
ulMl  the  question  of  the  conflicting  claims  of 
thi^  Union  and  of  the  separate  states,  to  the 
ffwfntj  of  the  crown-lands,  should  be  ad- 
jKiMd.  This  was  flnally  accomplished  by 
ceiaions  from  the  claiming  states  to  the  United 
Smtes,  of  the  unsettied  fands,  for  the  benefit 
tfCihe  whole  Union. 

^>nie  cessions  of  the  elaimin|s  states  of  the 
<feowii4ands  to  the  Union,  orinnated  the  ter- 
«|i(xrml  system,  and,  eventnsSiy,  in  the  ordl- 
ni&ee  for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
iitoitory  (passed  by  Congress  hi  July,  1786). 
niho  removed  the  uunperable  ot^jection  of 
Ijtejitateof  Marvlaad  to  the  tStjMim  of  eon- 


months  alter  tiiey  had  been  submitted  by  Con- 
greJM  to  the  sovereign  states,  with  a  solemn 
averment  that  they  could  no  longer  bo  de- 
forred ;  that  they  seemed  essential  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  Union  as  a  free  people  ;  and 
that,  without  them,  they  might  be  constrained 
to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  liberty,  and 
safety. 

The  confederation  thus  beins  finally  com- 
plete, by  the  ratification  of  the  delegates  from 
Maryland,  on  the  Ist  of  March,  1781,  the 
event  was  joyfully  announced  by  Congress, 
and,  on  the  2d  of  March,  that  body  assembled 
under  the  new  powers. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  term  of  the 
continental  Congress  is  properly  divided  into 
two  periods,  namely:  the  flrst  extending  from 
the  first  meeting,  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1774,  until  the  ratification  of  the  confedera- 
tion, on  the  Ist  of  March,  1781 ;  the  second, 
from  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  until  the  organi- 
sation of  the  government  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, on  the  4th  of  March,  1780.  The  first 
period  may  be  called  that  of  the  **  revolution- 
ary national  government;"  the  second  was 
that  of  '*  the  confederation." 

The  question  naturally  presents  itself,  if  the 
declaration  is  to  be  considered  as  a  national 
act,  in  what  manner  did  the  colonies  become 
a  nation,  and  in  what  manner  did  Congress 
become  possessed  of  this  national  power? 
The  true  answer  must  be,  that  as  soon  as  Con- 
gress assumed  powers  and  passed  measures, 
which  were  in  their  nature  national,  to  that 
extent  the  people,  from  whose  acquiescence 
and  consent  they  took  effect,  must  be  consider- 
ed as  agreeing  to  form  a  nation.  The  Con- 
gress of  1774,  looking  at  the  general  terms  of 
tne  commissions  under  which  the  delegates  ' 
were  appointed,  seem  to  have  possessed  the 

Sower  or  conoertine  such  measures  as  they 
eemed  best  to  redress  the  grievances,  and 
preserve  the  rights  and  liberties,  of  all  the 
colonies.  The  Congress  of  1775  and  1776  were 
clothed  with  more  ample  powers,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  their  commissions  generally  was  suffi- 
clenly  broad  to  embrace  the  right  to  pass  meas- 
ure of  a  national  character  and  obligation.  The 
Congress  of  1775  accordingly  assumed  at  once 
the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest  functions 
of  sovereignty.  They  took  measures  for  na- 
tional defence  and  resistance ;  they  followed 
up  the  prohibitions  upon  trade  and  intercourse 
with  Cfreat  Britein ;  they  raised  a  national 
army  and  navy,  and  authorized  limited  na- 
tional hostilities  against  Great  Britain  ;  they 
raised  money,  emitted  bills  of  credit,  and  con- 
tracted debto  upon  national  account;  they 
established  a  national  postoffice ;  and,  finally, 
they  authorised  captures  and  condemnation  of 

E rises  in  prise  courto,  with  a  reserve  of  appel- 
kto  iurisoiction  to  themselves. 
Tne  same  body,  in  1776,  took  bolder  steps^ 
and  exerted  powers  which  could  in  no  other 
manner  be  justified  or  accounted  for,  than  upon 
the  supposition  that  a  national  Union  for  n»- 
tionial  purposes  already  existed,  and  that  the 
'^" "         was  invwtoi/?i\\yiVw^si«v!Bx'^mta. 
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fferrinfl;  the  common  riehts  and  liberties  of  i  of  Independence — ft  go?erameni  eoaetitafe 
all.    The  validity  of  tliese  acts  was  ne?er  by  the  people, 
donbted  or  denied  by  the  people.     On  the       "     " 


odmtrary,  they  became  the  loundation  upon 
which  the  saperstructure  of  the  liberties  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  has  been 
et^ted 

From  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, if  not  for  most  purposes  at  an 
antecedent  period,  the  united  colonies  must  be 
considered  as  being  a  nation  de  fcKto,  having 
a  general  government  over  it,  created  and  act- 
ing hj  the  general  consent  of  the  people  of  the 
colonies.  The  powers  of  that  government 
were  not,  and  indeed  could  not  be,  well  defin- 
ed. But  still  its  exclusive  sovereignty,  in  many 
cases,  was  firmly  established;  and  its  con- 
trolling power  over  the  states  was  in  most,  if 
not  in  all  national  measures,  universally  ad- 
mitted. The  articles  of  confederation  were 
not  ratified  so  as  to  become  obligatory  upon  all 
the  states,  until  March,  1781.  In  the  inter- 
mediate time,  Congress  continued  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  a  general  government,  whose 
acts  were  binding  on  all  the  states.  In  respect 
to  foreign  governments,  we  were  politically 
known  as  the  United  States  onlv  ;  and  it  was 
in  our  national  capacity,  as  such,  that  we  sent 
and  received  ambassadors,  entered  into  trea- 
ties'and  alliances,  and  wore  admitted  into  the 
general  community  of  nations,  who  might  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  belligerents,  and  claim  an 
equality  of  sovereign  powers  and  preroga- 
tives. 

The  continental  Congress,  upon  trial,  soon 
found  that  the  powers  derivea  from  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  were  inadequate  to  the 
legitimate  objects  of  an  effective  national  gov- 
ernment. Defects  were  more  particularly 
manifest,  whenever  it  became  nccessaiy  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  commerce  and 
that  of  taxes ;  and  it  was  at  length  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  amend  the  articles  in  such 
a  way  as  to  give  authority  and  force  to  the  na- 
tional will  in  matters  of  trade  and  revenue. 
This  was  from  time  to  time  attempted,  until 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted.  The  most  important  movements 
in  Coneiess  showing  the  progress  of  constitu- 
tional legislation,  were  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1781,  April  18.  1783,  April  20, 1783.  April  30, 
1784,  March  3.  1786.  September  29, 1786,  and 
October  23,  1786. 

Peace  came  (in  1783.)  The  heroic  leader 
of  the  revolutionary  army  surrendered  his 
commission.  The  armies  were  disbanded,  but 
they  were  not  paid.  Mutiny  was  Suppressed ; 
but  not  until  Congress  had  bnen  surrounded  by 
armed  men,  demanding  justice,  and  appealed 
in  vain  for  protection  to  the  sovereign  state 
within  whose  jurisdiction  they  were  sitting.  A 
single  frigate,  the  remnant  of  a  pliant  navy, 
which  had  richly  shared  the  glories,  and  deep- 
ly suffered  the  calamities  of  the  war,  was  dis- 
mantled and  sold.  The  expenses  of  the  nation 
were  reduced  to  the  minimum  of  a  peace 
establishment,  and  yet  the  nation  was  not  re- 
lUred,  The  nation  wanted  a  ffovemment 
ibvided  oa  the  prinoiGitoi  oC  ttM  utKibx%)aa&. 


In  the  Congress  of  the  oonfedenUioB,  t) 
master-minds  of  James  Madison  and  Alexi 
der  Hamilton  were  constantly  enjji^ged  ihIOl^ 
the  closing  vears  of  the  revolutumarr  n 
and  those  of  peace  which  immedifttely  n 
ceeded.  That  of  John  Jay  was  ■■endift 
with  them  shortly  after  the  peaoe^  in  the  etf 
city  of  secretary  to  the  Conmss  fbr^  tunq 
affairs.  The  incompetency  of  the  articlei  c 
confederation  for  the  management  of  the  i 
fairs  of  the  Union  at  home  and  abroad,  wi 
demonstrated  to  them  by  the  painfol  and  lu 
tifying  experience  of  every  day.  Waahin 
ton,  though  in  retirement,  was  orooding  Ofii 
the  cruel  injustice  suffered  by  his  asamali 
in  arms,  the  warriors  of  the  revelation ;  on 
the  prostration  of  the  public  credit  and  A 
faith  of  the  nation,  in  tiie  neglect  to  prorid 
for  the  pavment  even  of  the  interest  upon  A 
public  debt ;  over  the  disappointed  hopes  ol 
the  friends  of  freedom ;  in  the  language  of  tb 
address  flora  Congress  to  the  states,  of  the  Uti 
of  April,  1783~"  the  nride  and  boast  of  Am 
rica,  Uiat  the  rights  for  which  she  oontende 
were  the  rights  of  human  nature." 

At  his  residence  of  Mount  Vernon,  in  Maidi 
1785,  the  first  idea  was  started  of  a  reffisal  e 
the  articles  of  confederatbn,  by  an  organiii 
tion  of  means  differing  from  that  of  a  eompac 
between  the  state  legislatures  and  their  om 
delegates  in  Congress.  A  convention  of  deh 
gates  from  the  state  legislatures,  independei 
of  the  Confess  itself,  was  the  expedient  whid 
presented  itself  for  effecting  the  purpose,  aai 
an  augmentation  of  the  powers  of  Cong^-e»  ft 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  as  the  object  h 
which  this  assembly  was  to  be  convened.  L 
January,  1786,  the  proposal  was  made  m 
adopted  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  am 
communicated  to  the  other  state  legislatures. 
The  convention  was  held  at  Annapolis,  ii 
September  of  that  year.  It  was  attended  I] 
delegates  from  only  five  of  the  central  statM 
who,  on  comparing  their  restricted  powcn 
with  the  glaring  and  universally-acknowledig 
ed  defects  of  the  confederation,  reported  onlj 
a  recommendation  for  the  assemblage  of  anothtf 
convention  of  delegates,  to  meet  at  Philadel 
phia  in  May,  1787,  from  all  the  states,  voi 
with  enlarged  powers. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  wm 
the  work  of  this  convention.  But  in  its  eea 
struction,  the  convention  immediately  per 
ceived  that  they  must  retrace  their  steps,  tnd 
fall  back  from  a  league  of  friendship  betweeo 
sovereign  states,  to  the  constituent  sovereigat) 
of  the  people— from  power  to  right — from  thi 
irresponsible  despotism  of  state  sorereigntv,  to 
the  self-evident  truth  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. From  the  day  of  that  declaradon 
the  constituent  power  of  the  people  had  ne«r 
been  called  into  action.  A  confederacy  had 
been  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  govemiaenl, 
and  state  sovereignty  nad  usurped  the  ooa- 
stituent  sovereijgnty  of  the  P^opJ*- 

The  convention  assembled  at  PhihMpM* 
Va4  \hftinaelve8  no  direct  aathoii^r  Ima  tto 
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as  there  never  is  and  never  can  be  money 
enough  in  the  treasury  to  make  adequate  ap- 
propriations for  the  whole,  and  as  the  bul 
canuut  pasd  unless  each  has  something,  of 
course  the  amount  for  each  item  must  ]>c  re- 
duced Ko  low  as  to  make  it  of  little  or  no  ser- 
vice, and  thus  render  the  whole  hill  almost  a 
total  lofis.  In  this  manner  a  large  portion  of 
our  people  have  been  kept  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pense and  anxiety  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, with  their  hopes  always  excited  and  their 
cxiKictations  never  realized. 

I  rci>eat  that  the  policv  heretofore  pursued 
has  proven  wor.«e  than  a  milure.  If  we  expect 
to  provMe  facilities  ond  securities  for  our  navi- 
g}itii)g  interests,  we  must  adopt  a  system  com- 
meuHurate  with  our  wants — one  which  will  be 
just  and  equal  in  its  operations  upon  lake, 
rivor,  and  ocean  wherever  the  water  is  navi- 
gjil)lo,  fresh  or  salt,  tide  or  no  tide — a  system 
w!ii«;Ii  will  not  depend  for  its  succx^ss  upon  the 
ddbinurt  and  fluctuating  issues  of  political  cnm- 
pai!*ri!*  and  Congressional  combinations— one 
which  will  be  certain,  uniform,  and  unvarying 
in  its  results.  I  know  of  no  system  better  cal- 
culated to  accomplish  these  objects  than  that 
whii'h  (H^nniiandod  the  approbation  of  the 
founders  of  the  republic,  was  successivelv 
adopted  on  various  ocea**ionp  since  that  period, 
and  directly  referred  to  in  the  message  of  the 
President.  It  is  evidcntlv  the  system  contem- 
plated by  the  fniiners  of  the  Constitution  wlien 
they  incori>orated  into  that  instrument  the 
clause  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties  liv  the 
states  with  the  assent  of  Congress.  The  de- 
bates show  that  this  pro\ision  was  inserted 
for  the  express  ]>urposc  of  enabling  the  states 
to  lew  duties  of  tonnn<;o  to  make  narlior  and 
other  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  naviga- 
tion. It  was  .objected  tlutt  the  power  t(»  regu- 
late commerce  having  already  been  vested  ex- 
clusively in  Congress,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
states  over  harbor  and  river  improvements, 
without  the  consent  «)r  supervision  of  the  fe(l«> 
ral  government,  might  be  so  exercised  as  to 
conflict  with  the  Congressional  regulations  in 
respect  to  commerce.  In  order  to  avoi«l  this 
objection,  and  at  the  same  time  reserve  to  the 
states  the  power  of  making  the  necessary 
improvements,  consistent  with  such  rules  as 
should  be  prescribed  by  Congress  for  the  re- 

fulation  of  commerce,  the  provision  was  modi- 
ed  and  adopted  in  the  form  in  which  we  now 
find  it  in  the  Constitution,  to  wit :  "  7io  state 
sfiall  lay  duties  of  tonnage  except  by  the  consejit 
of  Congress.*'  It  is  evident  from  the  debates 
that  tlie  framers  of  the  Constitution  looked  to 
tonnage  duties  as  the  source  from  which  funds 
were  to  be  derived  for  improvements  in  navi- 
sation.  The  only  diversity  of  opinion  among 
them  arose  upcm  the  point,  whether  those 
duties  should  be  levied  and  the  works  con- 
structed by  the  federal  government  or  under 
state  authority.  These  doubts  were  solved  by 
the  clause  quoted,  pn)viding,  in  effect,  tliat  while 
the  power  was  reserved  to  the  states,  it  should 
not  be  exercised,  except  by  the  c(»nsent  «>f 
Congress,  in  order  that  the  local  legislation 


for  the  improTement  of  nAvigfttion  iniriit  wn 
conflict  with  the  general  enactments  tat  the 
regulation  of  commerce.  Yet  the  first  God- 
(^ess,  which  assembled  under  the  Gonstitii- 
tion,  commenced  that  series  of  oontradicton 
and  partial  enactments  which  h&s  oontiniiM 
to  the  present  time,  and  proTen  the  fruitfol 
source  of  conflict  and  disseDsion. 

The  first  of  these  acts  proTided  that  all  ex- 
penses for  the  support  of  ligfathonsee,  bealCOf)^ 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  should  be  pud  oat  of 
the  national  treasury,  on  the  condition  that 
tlie  states  in  which  tne  same  should  be  rim- 
ated  respectively,  should  cede  to  the  United 
States  the  said  works,  *' together  with  the 
lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  tod 
together  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same." 
A  few  months  afterwards  the  same  Congrws 

gassed  an  act  consenting  that  the  states  rf 
Ihode  Island,  Maryland,  and  Georgia,  might 
levy  tonnage  duties  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing certain  h%rbors  and  rivers  within  their 
respective  limits.  This  contradictoir  IcgisUi- 
tion  upon  a  subject  of  great  national  import- 
ance, although  commenced  by  the  first  Con- 
gress, and  frequently  susx>ended  and  renewed 
at  uncertain  and  irregular  periods,  seems 
never  to  have  been  entirely  abandoned.  While 
appropriations  from  the  national  treasury  have 
been  partial  and  irre^laz^-eometimes  granted 
and  at  others  withneld — stimulating  hopes 
only  to  l)e  succeeded  by  disappointments,  trm- 
nage  duties  have  also  l^cn  collected  by  the 
consent  of  Congress,  at  various  times  and  f  ^r 
limited  periiKls,  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Cun«Iina. 
(.icorgia,  Alabama,  Massachusetts,  Khi^^f' 
Island,  and  jwrhaps  other  states.  Indrfl 
there  has  never  been  a  time,  since  the  l)ei-!n- 
ration  of  Independence,  when  tonnage  dntles 
liave  not  been  collected  under  state  authMrirv 
for  the  inii)rovement  of  rivers  or  liarbi^rs,  «'r 
botli.  The  last  act  giving  the  ccmsent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  c«»l lection  of  these  duties,  wa* 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  port  of  Baltimrr*' 
in  1850,  and  will  not  exnire  until  18(51. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  propositirm  ir' 
pass  a  general  law  giving  the  consent  of  C«*n- 
gress  to  the  iniposition  of  tonnage  duties  a«N 
cording  to  a  uniform  rule,  and  upim  cqa&l 
terms  in  all  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
Union,  does  not  contemplate  the  introduction 
of  a  new  principle  into  our  legislation  «p"n 
this  subject.  It  only  propo>es  to  o^nvert  s 
partial  and  fluctuating  p>licy  into  a  porinancnt 
and  eflicient  system. 

If  this  j)n»position  should  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  and  be  carried  into  siicce*"- 
ful  operation  by  tlie  states,  it  would  withdraw 
river  and  harlwr  improvements  from  the  perils 
of  the  ] political  arena,  and  commit  them  to  th<! 
fostering  care  of  the  local  authorities,  with  a 
steady  and  unceasing  sounre  of  revenue  f«^ 
their  prosecution.  TJie  system  would  bo  plain, 
iliroiit,  and  simple,  in  res|>ect  t«)  hariMir  im- 
prttveuients.  Eacli  town  luid  city  would  have 
charge  of  the  impn)vement  of  its  own  harW. 
and  would  be  authorized  to  tax  its  own  oooi- 
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merce  to  the  extent  neoessarj  for  its  oonstrno- 
tion.  The  money  could  be  applied  to  no  otlier 
object  than  the  improvement  of  the  harbor ; 
and  no  higher  duties  could  be  levied  than  were 
necessary  fi)r  that  purpose.  There  would  seem 
to  be  no  danger  of  the  power  being  abused, 
for  in  addition  to  the  restrictions,  limitations, 
and  conditions,  which  should  be  embraced  in 
the  laws  conferring  the  consent  of  Congress, 
•elf-interest  will  furnish  adequate  and  ample 
assurances  and  motives  for  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  the  trusts.  If  any  town,  whose  harbor 
needs  improvement,  should  fail  to  impose  the 
duties  and  make  Uie  necessary  works,  such 
neglect  would  inevitably  tend  to  drive  the 
commerce  to  some  rival  port,  which  would  use 
all  the  means  in  its  power  to  render  its  harbor 
safe  and  commodious,  and  afford  all  necessary 
protection  and  facilities  to  navication  and 
trade.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  any  place  should 
attempt  to  impose  higher  duties  than  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  construction  of 
the  requisite  improvements,  this  Ime  of  policy, 
to  the  extent  oi  the  excess,  would  have  the 
same  deleterious  effects  upon  its  prosperity. 
The  some  injurious  influences  would  result 
from  errors  and  blunders  in  the  plan  of  the 
work,  or  from  extravagance  and  corruption  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  money.  Hence  each 
locality,  and  every  citizen  and  person  inte- 
rested therein,  would  have  a  direct  and  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  adoption  of  a  wise  plan, 
and  in  securing  strict  economy  and  entire 
fidelity  in  the  expenditure  of  the  money. 
While  upon  the  rivers  the  plan  of  operations 
would  not  bo  so  direct  and  simple  as  in  the 
improvement  of  harbors,  yet  even  there  it  is 
not  perceived  that  any  serious  inconvenience 
or  oostacle  would  arise  to  the  success  of  the 
^tem.  It  would  be  necessary  that  the  law, 
which  shall  grant  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  imposition  of  the  duties,  shall  also  give 
a  like  consent  in  conformity  with  the  same 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  that  where  the 
river  to  be  improved  shall  form  the  boundarv 
of,  or  be  situated  in,  two  or  more  states,  such 
■tates  may  enter  into  compacts  vrith  each 
other,  by  which  they  may,  under  their  joint 
authority,  levy  the  duUes  and  improve  the 
navigation. 

In  this  manner  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  New  Jersey,  could  enter  into  a  compact 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Delaware  river,  by 
which  eacn  would  appoint  one  commissioner, 
and  the  three  commissioners  constitute  a 
board,  which  would  levy  the  duties,  prescribe 
the  mode  of  their  collection,  devise  the  plan 
of  the  improvement,  and  superintend  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money.  Tne  six  states  bor- 
dering on  the  Ohio  river,  in  like  manner,  could 
each  appoint  a  commissioner,  and  the  six  con- 
stitute a  board  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navi^tion  of  tiiat  river  from  Pittsburgh  to  the 
JKississippi.  The  same  plan  could  be  applied 
to  the  Mississippi,  by  which  the  nine  states 
bordering  upon  tnat  stream  could  each  appoint 
«ie  commissioner,  and  the  nine  form  a  board 
lor  the  removal  of  snags  and  other  obstructions 


in  the  channel  from  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthonj 
to  the  Qulf  of  Mexico.  There  seems  to  be  no 
I  difficultv,  therefore,  in  the  execution  of  the 
plan  where  the  watercourse  lies  in  two  or 
more  states,  or  forms  the  boundary  thereof  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  where  the  river  is  en- 
tirelv  within  the  limits  of  any  one  state,  like 
the  Illinois  or  Alabama,  it  may  be  improved 
in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  pre- 
scribe, subject  only  to  such  conditions  and 
limitations  as  may  be  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress  giving  its  consent.  All  the  necessi- 
ties and  difficulties  upon  this  subject  seem  to 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  for  in  the 
same  clause  of  the  Constitution,  wherein  it  is 
declared,  in  effect,  that,  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, tonnoge  duties  may  be  levied  foi  the 
improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  that 
the  several  states  may  enter  into  compacts 
with  each  other  for  that  purpose  whenever  it 
shall  boc(ime  necessarv,  subject  only  to  such 
rules  OS  C(»ngres8  shall  prescribe  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce. 

It  only  remaiiiH  for  me  to  notice  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  urged  to  this  sys- 
tem. It  has  been  said  that  tonnage  duties  are 
taxes  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
!  which  must  bo  paid  in  the  end  by  the  con- 
I  Rumers  of  the  articles  l)earing  the  burden.  I 
do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  the  soundness 
of  this  proposition.  I  presume  the  same  is 
true  of  uU  the  duties,  tolls,  and  charges  upon 
all  public  works — whether  constructed  W  go- 
vernment or  individuals.  The  state  of  iCew 
York  derives  a  revenue  of  more  than  two 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  from  her  canals. 
Of  course  this  is  a  tax  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  and  is  borne  by  those  who  arc  in- 
terested in  and  benefited  by  it.  This  tax  is 
a  blessing  or  a  burden,  dependent  upon  the 
fact  whether  it  has  the  effect  to  diminish  or 
increase  the  cost  of  transporUition.  If  we 
could  not  have  enjoyed  tne  benefit  of  the 
canal  without  the  payment  of  the  tolls,  and 
if,  by  its  construction  and  the  payment,  the 
cost  of  transportation  has  been  reduced  to 
one-tenth  the  sum  which  we  would  have  been 
compelled  to  have  piud  without  it,  who  would 
not  be  willing  to  make  a  still  further  contribu- 
tion to  the  security  and  facilities  of  naviga- 
tion, if  thereby  the  price  of  freights  are  to  m 
reduced  in  a  still  greater  ratio?  The  toUe 
upon  our  own  canal  are  a  tax  up<m  commerce, 
yet  we  cheerfully  submit  to  the  payment  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  indispensable  to  the 
construction  of  a  great  work,  which  has  had 
the  effect  to  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation 
between  the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  far 
below  what  it  would  have  been  if  the  canal 
had  not  been  made.  All  the  charges  on  the 
fourteen  thousand  miles  of  railroad  now  in 
operation  in  the  different  states  of  this  Union, 
are  just  so  many  taxes  upon  commerce  and 
travel,  yet  we  do  not  repuaiate  the  whole  rail- 
road system  on  that  account,  nor  object  to  the 
payment  of  such  reasonable  charges  as  are 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  ofconstmct- 
ing  and  operating  them.    jBnt  it  may  be  said 
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that  if  all  ihc  nulroads  and  canals  were  built 
with  funds  from  the  national  treasurjr,  and 
were  then  thrown  open  to  the  uses  of  com- 
merce and  travel  free  of  charge,  the  rates  of 
transportation  would  be  less  than  they  now 
are.  It  may  be  that  the  rates  of  transporta- 
tion would  be  less,  but  would  our  taxes  I)e  re- 
duced thereby  ?  No  matter  who  is  intrusted 
with  the  construction  of  works,  somebody 
must  foot  the  bill.  If  the  federal  government 
undertake  to  make  railroads  and  canals,  and 
river  and  harbor  improvements,  somebody 
must  pay  the  expenses.  In  order  to  meet  this 
Alargcd  expenaiture,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  augment  the  revenue  by  increased  taxes 
upon  the  commerce  of  me  country.  The 
wnole  volume  of  revenue  which  now  fills  and 
overflows  the  national  treasury,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  small  item  resulting  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  is  derived  from  a  system 
of  taxes  imposed  upon  commerce  and  collected 
throu<;h  the  machinery  of  the  custom  houses. 
No  matter,  therefore,  whether  these  works  are 
made  by  tlie  federal  government,  or  })y  stimu- 
lating aud  combining  local  and  individual  en- 
terprise under  state  authority :  in  any  event 
they  remain  a  tax  upon  commerce  to  the  extent 
of  the  expenditure. 

That  system  which  will  insure  the  construc- 
tion of  the  improvements  upon  the  best  pbm 
and  at  the  smallest  cost  will  prove  the  least 
oppressive  to  the  tax-payer  ana  the  most  use- 
ful to  commerce.  It  requires  no  argument  to 
prove — for  every  day's  experience  teaches  us —  I 
that  public  works  of  every  description  can  be  j 
made  at  a  much  smaller  cost  by  private  enter- 
prise, or  by  the  local  authorities  directly  in- 
tcreste<l  in  the  improvement,  than  when  con- 
structed by  the  fcucnil  government.  Hence, 
inasmucli  as  the  expenses  of  constructing 
river  and  harbor  improvement*  must,  under 
cither  plan,  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  upon  com- ! 
merce  in  the  first  instance,  and  finally  upon 
the  whole  people  interested  in  that  commence, 
I  am  of  tne  opinion  that  the  burdens  would 
be  less  under  the  system  referred  to  in  the 
message  than  by  appropriations  from  the  fed- 
eral treasury.  Those  who  seem  not  to  have 
understood  the  difi*erence  have  attempted  to 
excite  prejudice  a^^ainst  this  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  navigations  by  comparing  it  to 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  the  navigation  of  | 
the  Rhino,  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  other  rivers  | 
running  through  the  German  states.  The  peo-  • 
pie  residing  upon  those  rivers  did  not  com- 
plain that  they  were  required  to  pay  duties 
tor  the  improvement  of  their  navigation.  Such 
was  not  the  fact.  No  duties  were  imposed  for 
any  such  puri>08e.  No  improvements  in  the 
navigation  were  ever  made  or  contemplated 
by  those  who  exacted  the  tolls.  Taxes  were 
extorted  from  tlie  navigating  interest  by  the 
petty  sovereigns  through  whose  dominions  the 
rivers  run,  ior  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  pomp,  and  ceremonies,  and 
follies  of  vicious  and  corrupt  courts.  The 
complaint  was,  that  grievous  and  unnecessary 
burdens  were  impoi^  on  navigation  without 


expending  any  portion  of  the  moiiey  lor  i 
protection  and  improYement.  Their  etm 
plaints  were  just.  They  should  hare  pio- 
tested,  if  tliey  had  lived  under  a  ffOYemauBl 
where  the  voice  of  the  people  ooala  be  heardv 
aeainst  the  payment  of  any  more  or  highsr 
tolls  than  were  necessary  for  the  impdroTemenl 
of  the  navigation,  and  nave  insisted  that  tha 
funds  collected  should  bo  applied  to  that  pari 
pose  and  none  other.  In  short,  a  plan  similar 
to  tlie  one  now  proposed  would  have  been  a 
full  and  complete  redress  of  all  their  grier* 
ances  upon  this  subject. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  my  object  in 
addressing  you  this  communication  la  to  invite 
your  especial  attention  to  so  much  of  tha 
President's  message  as^  relates  to  river  and 
harbor  improvements,  with  the  riew  ihatwbea 
the  legislature  shall  assemble,  either  in  special 
or  general  session,  the  subject  may  be  di^ 
tinctly  submitted  to  their  consideration  fiv 
such  action  as  the  great  interests  of  oommeroi 
may  demand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfuDy, 
your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

S.  A.  Douglas. 

Joel  A.  Matteson, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Union,  Historf  of  the.* 

A  BRIEF  IIlSTORT  OF  THE  EvENTS  AND  ClB- 
CUHSTANCES  WHICH   LED  TO  THE  UsiOS  Of 

THE  States,  and  the  fo&mation  of  tbi 
Constitution. 

In  tlie  early  history  of  the  New  England 
colonies,  we  find  the  first  instance  of  the  a» 
sociatiim  of  the  people  of  America  for  mutual 
defence  and  protection,  while  they  owed  alle 
giance  to  the  British  Crown.     In  .lG4.'i,  tb« 
colonics  of  Mussaohusetta,  Plymouth.  Counee- 
ticiit,  and  New  Haven,  under  the  iuiprestsiun 
of  danger  from  the  surrounding  tribes  uf  In- 
dians,   entered   into   a  league,  offcnH re  and 
defensive,  firm  and  perpetual,  under  the  name 
of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England.  They 
vested  in  an  annuul  congress  of  coinmiRj^ion- 
crs,  delegated  from  each  colony,  the  autbtiritv 
to  regulate  their  general  eon  corns,  and  cipi- 
cially  to  levy  war  and  make  requisitions  uf 
men  and  money,  upon  the  several  member.*  of 
the  union  in  a  ratio  to  their  respective  num- 
bers.    This  confetleracy  subsit$tetl  fur  upwari 
of  forty  years,  and,  for  part  of  the  time,  wiw 
the  countenance  of  the  government  in   tne- 
laud,  and  was  dissolved  under  Kiog  James  11., 
in  the  year  108(>. 

This  asNociation  is  generally  considered  an 
the  f«)undation  of  subsequent  efforta  for  a  mor« 
extensive  and  perfect  union  of  the  Brilith 
North  American  colonies;  and  the  people  of 
this  country  continued,  after  the  dissolution 
of  this  league,  to  afford  other  instructive  pre- 
cedents of  associations  for  their  safety.  A  con- 
gress of  governors  and  commissioners  from 


*  This  article  it  from  tbt  BtettsmMi'k 
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other  colonies,  m  frell  as  from  New  Eneland, 
was  occasionally  held,  the  better  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  protection  of  their  interior 
frontier,  of  which  we  have  an  instance  at  Al- 
bany in  the  year  1722 ;  and  a  much  more  in- 
teresting congress  was  held  at  the  same  place 
in  the  year  1754,  which  consisted  of  commis- 
sioners from  the  colonies  of  New  Ilampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Turk,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland.  It 
was  called  at  the  instance  of  the  British  cov- 
emmeut,  to  take  into  consideration  the  best 
means  of  defending  America,  as  a  war  with 
France  was  then  apprehended.  The  object 
of  the  British  government,  in  calling  this  con- 
gress, was  to  effect  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  but  the  commissioners,  among  whom 
was  Dr.  Franklin  and  other  distinguished 
men  in  the  colonies,  had  more  enlarged  views. 
They  asserted  and  promulgated  some  invalu- 
able truths,  the  proper  receptiiM  of  which  in 
the  minds  of  their  countrymen  prepared  the 
way  for  their  future  indepeni^^nce  and  union. 
The  commissioners  unanimoi  Ay  resolved  that 
a  UMOX  uf  the  colonies  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  their  preservation.  They  likewise 
rejected  all  proposals  for  a  division  of  the  co- 
lonies into  separate  confederacies,  and  adopt- 
ed a  plan  of  federal  government,  drawn  up 
by  Dr.  Franklin,  consisting  of  a  general  coun- 
cil of  delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  the  provincial 
assemblies,  and  a  president  eeneral  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown.  In  this  council  were 
proposed  to  be  vested,  subject  to  the  negative 
of  the  president,  many  of  the  rights  of  war 
and  peace,  and  the  right  to  lay  and  levy  ini- 

Eosts  and  taxes;  and  the  union  was  to  em- 
race  all  the  colonies  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Georgia.  But  the  times  were  not  yet  ripe, 
nor  the  minds  of  men  sufficiently  enlarged, 
for  such  a  comprehensive  proposition ;  and 
this  bold  project  for  a  contiueiital  union  had 
the  singular  fate  of  being  rejected,  not  only 
br  the  King,  but  by  every  provincial  assem- 
bly. We  were  ^)  remain  some  years  longer 
eeparate  and  alien  commonwealths,  emulous 
of  each  other  in  obedience  to  the  parent  state, 
bot  jealous  of  each  other's  prosnerity,  and  di- 
vided by  policy,  interest,  projuaice,  and  man- 
ners. So  strong  was  the  force  of  these  consi- 
derations, and  so  exasperated  were  the  people 
of  the  colonies  against  each  otiier  in  their  dis- 

Sutes  ab  -ut  boundaries,  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in 
le  year  1761,  observed  that  a  union  of  the 
colonies  was  absolutely  impo!>!sil)ie,  or  at  least 
without  being  force<l  by  the  most  grievous 
tyranny  and  oppression. 

The  seeds  of  union,  however,  had  been  sown, 
and  its  principles  were  to  gather  strength  and 
advance  t<jward  maturity,  when  the  season  of 
common  danger  approached.  When  the  first 
Attempt  up<>n  our  liberties  was  made  by  the 
Britisn  government,  by  the  passage  of  the 
Ptamp  act,  in  17C5,  a  congress  of  delegates 
from  nine  colonies  assembled  in  New  Yorx,  in 
October  of  that  year,  at  the  instance  and  re- 
commendation of  Maaaachusetts.  The  colo- 
nies of  MamachoMtts,  Rhode  Island,  Conneo- 
tUnlk  New  Ycnrk,  New  Jtney,  PemuylTMiiai 
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Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Soath  Carolina, 
were  represented.  This  congress  adopted  a 
declaration  of  rights,  in  which  the  sole  power 
of  taxation  was  asserted  to  reside  in  the  colo- 
nial legislatures,  and  they  also  declared,  that 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  several  late  acts 
of  Parliament  on  the  colonics  were  burden- 
some, and  would  render  them  unable  to  pur- 
chase the  manufactures  of  Great  BriUun.  An 
address  to  the  King,  and  a  petition  to  each 
house  of  Parliament,  were  adopted. 

These  state  papers  evince  the  talents,  as 
well  as  firmness,  tempered  with  wisdom  and 
moderation,  of  this  first  American  Congress ; 
composed,  as  it  was,  of  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  from  the  several  colonies 
therein  represented. 

The  Congress  of  1765  was  only  a  prepara- 
tory step  to  a  more  extensive  and  permanent 
union,  which  took  place  at  Philaaelphia,  in 
September,  1774,  ana  thereby  laid  the  foundar- 
tions  of  this  great  republic.  The  more  serious 
and  impending  oppressions  of  the  British  par- 
liument  at  tliis  last  critical  era,  induced  the 
twelve  colonies  which  spread  over  this  vast 
continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia,  to  an 
interchange  of  political  opinions,  and  to  concur 
in  choosing  ana  sending  delegates  to  Philadel- 
phia, "witti  authority  and  direction  to  meet 
and  consult  together  for  the  common  welfare."  * 
The  assembling  of  this  Congress  was  first  re- 
commended by  a  town-meeting  of  the  people 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  followed  by  the 
colonial  assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  by  other  public  bodies  and  meetings 
of  the  people.  In  some  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  colonies,  delegates  were  appointed  by  the 
popular  or  representative  branch ;  and  in  other 
cases,  they  were  appointed  by  conventions  of 
the  people  in  the  colonies.  The  Congress  of 
delegates  (calling  themselves,  in  their  more 
formal  acts,  "  the  delegates  appointed  by  the 
good  peoDle  of  these  colonies'')  assembled  on 
the  4tn  of  September,  1774 ;  and  having  chosen 
officers,  they  adopted  certain  fundamental  rules 
for  their  proceedings.  All  the  colonies  were 
represented,  except  Georgia. 

Thus  was  organized,  under  the  auspices,  and 
with  the  consent,  of  the  people,  acting  directly 
in  their  primary,  sovereign  capacity,  and  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the  functionaries  to 
whom  the  ordinary  powers  of  government  were 
delegated  in  the  colonies,  the  first  general  or 
national  government,  which  has  been  very 
aptly  called  "  the  revolutionary  government," 
since,  in  its  origin  and  progress,  it  was  wholly 
conducted  upon  revolutionary  principles.  The 
Congress,  thus  assembled,  exercised,  de  fado 
and  de  jure,  a  sovereign  authority ;  not  as  the 
delegated  agents  of  the  governments  de  facta 
of  the  colonies,  but  in  virtue  of  original  powers 
derived  from  the  people.  The  revolutionary 
government  thus  formed,  terminated  only  when 
it  was  regularly  superseded  by  the  confederated 
government,  under  articles  finally  ratified,  as 
we  shall  see,  in  1781. 

The  first  and  most  important  of  their  tots 
was  ft  dedftratum*  tiiat  in  mtsrmininj^qaMtiflAik 
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hftTe  one  yote ;  and  this  became  the  established 
course  during  the  revolution.  They  proposed 
a  general  consress  to  be  held  at  the  same  place 
in  May,  in  tne  next  year.  They  appomted 
committees  to  take  into  consideration  their 
rights  and  grievances;  asserted  by  number 
or  declaratory  resolutions,  what  they  deemed 
to  be  the  unalienable  rights  of  English  free- 
men ;  pointed  out  tu  their  constituents  the  sys- 
tem of  violence  which  was  preparing  agunst 
those  riehts;  and  bound  them  by  the  most 
ncred  of  all  ties,  the  ties  of  honor  and  their 
country,  to  renounce  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  as  being  the  most  salutary  means  to 
avert  the  one,  and  to  secure  the  blessings  of 
the  other.  These  resolutions  were  received 
with  universal  and  prompt  obedience  ;  and  the 
union  being  thus  auflpiciouslv  formed,  it  was 
continued  by  a  succession  of  uelegates  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  through  every  period  of  the  war, 
and  through  every  revolution  of  our  govern- 
ment, it  has  been  revered  and  cultivated  as  the 
tutelary  guardian  of  our  liberties. 

In  m.&Y,  1775,  the  second  continental  con- 
gress of  delegates  from  all  the  colonies  (except 
Qeorgia)  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  were 
invested  by  the  colonics  with  very  ample  dis- 
cretionary powers.  These  delegates  were  cho- 
sen, as  the  preceding];  had  been,  partly  by  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislatures  when  in 
session,  but  principally  by  conventions  of  the 
people  in  the  various  states.  In  July,  Georgia 
acceded  to,  and  completed  the  confederacy. 
Hostilities  had  already  commenced  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  uncondi- 
tional sovcrei<;nty  of  the  British  parliament 
over  the  colonics  was  to  be  asHorte<l  hy  nn  ap- 
peal to  arms.  Con«;rcss,  charj^od  with  the 
general  interests  and  superintoii'iiii;!;  direcrtion 
of  the  Union,  and  supported  by  the  zeal  and 
confidence  of  their  constituents,  prepared  for 
defence.  They  published  a  deolaratiim  of  the 
causes  and  necessity  of  taking  up  arms,  and 
forthwith  proceeded  to  levy  and  or;Li:anize  nn 
army,  to  prescribe  rules  for  the  regulatiun  of 
their  land  and  naval  forces,  t^j  emit  a  paper 
currency,  contract  debts,  and  exercise  all  the 
other  prerogatives  of  an  independent  soverpi«;n- 
tv,  till  at  last,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1770, 
tney  took  a  separate  and  equal  station  among 
the  powers  of  tne  earth,  by  declaring  the  united 

colonics  to  be  free  and  INDErENOENT  STATES. 

This  memorable  dcclaratiim,  in  imitation  of 
that  published  by  the  United  Netherlands  on 
a  similar  occasion,  recapitulated  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  British  king,  asserted  it  to  be  the 
natural  right  of  every  people  to  withdraw  from 
tyranny,  and  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  man- 
kind, in  vindication  of  the  necessity  of  the 
measure.  By  this  declaration,  ihade  in  the 
uauie,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  people, 
these  United  States  were  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  British  crown,  and  all  political 
connexion  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britain  was  totally  dissolved.  The  principles 
of  self-preservation,  and  of  social  happiness, 
save  a  clear  sanction  to  this  act  of  separation. 
When  the  government  established  over  any 
people  becomes  inoompeten^,  qi  ^tft\iucftii^  \a 


the  ends  for  which  it  was  iii8titnted«  it  if  te 
right  and  the  duty  of  such  people^  firandad  oa 
the  law  of  nature,  and  the  reason  mad  pnetici 
of  mankind,  to  throw  off  such  ffownment*  aad 
provide  new  guards  for  their  ratnre  Mouri^. 

The  establishment  of  the  repablica  of  IU> 
land  and  Switierland  bears  a  striking  anslcgy 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  in  toe  canaet 
which  produced  them,  and  in  the  manner  in 
which  tney  were  conducted.     The  United  N»> 
therlands  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  immensi 
dominions  of  the  Spanish  empire ;    bnt  the 
violent  government  of  Philip  the  Second,  and 
the  unrelenting;  intolerance  of  the  inquiritioa, 
drove  those  distant  provinces  to  union  and 
resistance.    In  1579,  oy  the  celebrated  treatf 
of  Utrecht,  they  entered  into  a  league  for  tbeir 
mutual  defence,  and  that  treaty  was  alwan 
considered  as  the  bond  of  their  union,  and  tM 
foundation  of  their  republic.    But  althoogh 
they  had  for  some  time  made  open  resiataneo 
to  the  force  of  Spain,  yet  it  was  not  till  the 
26th  of  July,  1581,  after  all  hopes  of  reconcilifr' 
tion  were  lost,  and  the  authority  of  Philip  had 
been  for  some  time  virtually  renounced,  that 
the    confederate    provinces,   equally  distin- 
guished for  their  xorbearance  and  firmneM, 
solemnly   declared    themselves    independeni 
states,  and  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
Spanish  crown.    It  is  well  known  that  Spun 
continued  to  make  long  and  powerful  efforts  to 
reduce  them  to  obedience,  till  at  laAt,  ezhauMed 
herself,  she  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  a  pei^ 
manent  recognition  of  their  independence  at 
the  treaty  of  Westphalia.     Similar  to  that  of 
the  Netherlands  was  the  case  of  Switzerland. 
which  formerly  fell  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Gf^rman  empire,  acknowledging  the  counts  of 
Hapsburg  for  her  protcct4>rs,  and    faithfully 
preserving  her  alle;;iance  after  that  ftunily, 
under  the  well-known  name  of  the  house  of 
Austria,  succeeded  to  the  imperial  cr»>wn.  The 
tyrannv  of  the  imperial  bailiffs  became  insup 
portabfe,  and  three  <»f  the  Swiss  cantons  threv 
off  the  Austrian  yoke  in  the  year  1308,  and 
I  confederated t();;ether  for  theiroummon defence 
;  The  house  of  Austria  carried  on  an  implacable 
i  war  api^ainst  them  for  more  than   a  centurv. 
That  celebrated  confederacy,  which  originallT 
consisted  of  only  the  three  cantons   of  Uri. 
I  Schweitz,  and  Underwaldcn,  kept  continuallv 
.  increasing   in   strength,  by  the  ncocssitm  i»? 
other  cantons  from  con(|uest  or  alliance;  bnt 
'  the  union  of  the  thirteen  cantons  was  not  ci>di- 
pleted  for  two  centuries,  nor  was  their  inde- 
pendence fully  and  finally  acknowledged  by 
the  house  of  Austria,  till  the  treaty  ut  Wef^ 
phalia,  in  1G48. 

To  return  to  the  history  of  our  own  govera 
ment :  the  general  sentiment  of  the  impitrtanoi 
of  the  union  appears  evident  in  all  the  early 
proceedings  or  Congress.  In  July.  1775,  a 
year  before  the  declaration  of  independence. 
Dr.  Franklin  submitted  to  the  dmsideration  of 
Congress,  a  sketch  of  articles  of  confederation 
between  the  colonies,  to  continue  until  their 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  and  in  fail- 
are  of  that  event,  to  be  perpetual.  Tliis  ptaa 
a^\^ear8  to  hare  nerer  Men  diacoased  in  Uaa*. 
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l^resfl.  Bat  dnring  the  time  that  the  declara- 
tion of  independenoe  was  under  consideration, 
Congress  took  measares  for  the  formation  of  a 
constitutional  plan  of  union.  On  the  11th  of 
June,  1776,  it  was  resoWcd  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digest  the 
form  of  a  confederation  to  oe  entered  into  be- 
tween the  colonies ;  and  the  day  following  a 
committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  colony,  was  appointed,  to  perform  that 
duty.  Upon  the  report  of  this  committee, 
which  was  laid  aside  on  the  20th  of  August, 

1776,  and  not  resumed  till  the  7th  of  April, 

1777,  the  subject  was  from  time  to  time  de- 
bated, until  the  15th  of  November,  1777,  when 
a  copy  of  the  articles  of  confederation  being 
made  out,  the  same  M-as  finally  aCTCcd  to. 
Congress,  at  the  same  time,  directed  that  the 
articles  should  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures 
of  all  the  Uniteil  States,  to  be  considered,  and, 
if  approved  of  by  them,  they  were  advised  to 
liutliorize  their  delep^tcs  to  ratify  the  same  in 
iheCunnjress  of  the  United  States;  which  being 
done,  the  same  should  become  conclusive.  On 
the  29th  of  November  ensuing,  a  committee  of 
three  was  appointed,  to  procure  a  translation 
of  the  articles  to  be  made  into  the  French 
lanjruugc,  and  to  report  an  address  to  the  in- 
habitant?* (»f  Canada,  dbc.    On  the  26th  of  June, 

1778,  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  articles 
of  confeileration  was  adopte«l,  and  it  was 
<»rdered  that  the  whole  should  l»e  engn)8se(l  on 

ttanthnient,  with  a  view  that  the  same  should 
)e  signed  bv  the  delegates,  in  virtue  c»f  the 
powers  furnished  by  the  scveml  states. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  tiic  articles  were 
signed  by  the  delegates  of  New  llunipshiro, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Coiinecti- 
cat,  New  York,  Pennsylvanin,  Virginia,  and 
Siiuth  Carolina.  The  delegates  from  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryhind,  informed 
Congress  that  they  had  n.»t  yet  received 
powers  to  ratify  and  sign.  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia  were  not  reprcsont^Ml — and  the 
ratification  of  New  York  was  conditional,  that 
all  the  other  states  should  ratifv. 

The  delegates  from  North  Carolina  signed 
the  articles  on  the  21st  of  July,  llli< ;  those  of 
Georgia  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  ;  those 
of  New  Jersey  on  the  26th  of  November,  1778; 
those  of  Delaware  on  the  22d  of  February,  and 
5th  of  May,  1779 ;  but  Maryland  held  out  to 
the  last,  and  positively  refused  the  ratification, 
until  the  question  of  the  conflicting  claims  of 
the  Union  and  of  the  separate  states,  to  the 
property  of  the  crown-lands,  should  be  ad- 
justed. This  was  finally  accomplished  by 
cessions  from  the  claiming  states  to  the  United 
States,  of  the  unsettled  lands,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  Union. 

The  cessions  of  the  claiming  states  of  the 
crown-lands  to  the  Union,  originated  the  ter- 
ritorial system,  and,  eventuaTly,  in  the  ordi- 
nance for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
territory  (passed  by  Congress  in  July,  1786). 
It  alno  removed  the  insuperable  objection  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  to  the  articles  of  con- 
Meration ;  and  ner  deleeates  signed  them  on 
tlw  IbI  of  March,  17S1,  four  yean  and  fbor 


monthfl  after  they  had  been  submitted  by  Con- 
gress to  the  sovereign  states,  with  a  solemn 
averment  that  they  could  no  longer  be  de- 
ferred ;  that  they  seemed  essential  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  Union  as  a  free  people  ;  and 
that,  without  them,  they  might  be  constrained 
to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  liberty,  and 
safety. 
The  confederation  thus  being  finally  coin- 

Rlete,  by  the  ratification  of  the  delegates  from 
[aryland,  on  the  Ist  of  March,  1781,  the 
event  was  joyfully  announced  by  Congress, 
and,  on  the  2a  of  March,  that  body  assembled 
under  the  new  powers. 

It  will  be  oDserved,  that  the  term  of  the 
continental  Congress  is  properly  divided  into 
two  periods,  namely:  the  first  extending  from 
the  first  meeting,  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1774,  until  the  ratification  of  the  confedera- 
tion, on  thi'  1st  of  March,  1781;  the  second, 

i  from  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  until  the  organi- 
zation of  the  government  under  the  Constitn- 
ticm,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1780.  The  first 
period  may  be  called  that  of  the  "  revolution- 
ary national  government;"  the  second  was 
that  of  **  the  confederation." 

The  question  naturally  present-s  itself,  if  the 

j  declaration  is  to  be  considered  as  a  national 
act,  in  what  manner  did  the  colonies  become 
a  nation,  and  in  what  manner  did  Congresa 
become  pcissessed  of  this  national  power? 
The  true  answer  must  be,  that  as  whjxi  as  Con- 
gress assumed  powers  and  passed  measures, 
which  were   in  their  nature  national,  to  that 

'  extent  the  people,  from  whose  acquiescence 
and  Consent  they  took  effect,  must  be  c^)n8ider- 
ed  as  agreeing  to  form  a  nation.  The  Con- 
gress of  1774,  looking  at  the  general  terms  of 
the  commissions  under  which  the  delegates 
were  appointed,  seem  to  have  possessed  the 
power  or  concerting  such  measures  as  they 
deemed  best  to  redress  the  grievances,  and 
lireserve  the  rights  and  liberties,  of  all  the 
colonies.  The  Congress  of  1775  and  1776  were 
clothed  with  more  ample  powers,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  their  commisbions  generally  was  suffi- 
cienly  broad  to  embrace  the  right  to  pass  meas- 
ure of  a  national  character  and  obligation.  The 
Congress  of  1775  accordingly  assumed  at  once 
the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest  functions 
of  sovereignty.  They  took  measures  for  na- 
tional deduce  and  resistance ;  they  followed 
up  the  prohibitions  upon  trade  and  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain ;  they  raised  a  national 
army  and  navy,  and  authorized  limited  na- 
tional hostilities  against  Great  Britiun ;  they 
raised  money,  emitted  bills  of  credit,  and  con- 
tracted debts  upon  national  account;  they 
established  a  national  postoffice ;  and,  finally, 
they  authorized  captures  and  condemnation  of 

I)rize8  in  prize  courts,  with  a  reserve  of  appel- 
ate jurisaiction  to  themselves. 

The  same  body,  in  1776,  took  bolder  steps^ 
and  exerted  powers  which  could  in  no  other 
manner  be  justified  or  accounted  for,  than  upon 
the  supposition  that  a  national  Union  for  na- 
tional purposes  already  existed,  and  that  the 
Congress  was  inyested  ivlUi  ucn^fRkVci^^^m^st 
oyer  ail  CkA  qoX^rums  fut  HkA\ra3VM»  ^'V^ 
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■erring  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of 
all.  The  validity  of  tliese  acts  was  never 
doabted  or  denied  by  the  people.  On  the 
oOntrary,  they  became  the  foundation  upon 
wiiioh  the  superstructure  of  the  liberties  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  has  been 
ei^ted 

From  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, if  not  for  most  purposes  at  an 
antecedent  period,  the  united  colonies  must  be 
considered  as  being  a  nation  de  facto,  having 
a  general  government  over  it,  created  and  act- 
ing b^  the  general  consent  of  the  people  of  the 
colonies.  The  powers  of  that  government 
were  not,  and  indeed  could  not  be,  well  defin- 
ed. But  still  its  exclusive  sovereignty,  in  many 
cases,  vras  firmly  established ;  and  its  con- 
trolling power  over  the  states  was  in  most,  if 
not  in  all  national  measures,  universally  ad- 
mitted. The  articles  of  confederation  were 
not  ratified  so  as  to  become  obligatory  upon  all 
the  states,  until  March,  1781.  In  the  inter- 
mediate time.  Congress  continued  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  a  general  government,  whose 
acts  were  binding  on  all  the  states.  In  respect 
to  foreign  governments,  we  were  politically 
known  as  the  United  States  onlv  ;  and  it  was 
in  our  national  capacity,  as  such,  that  we  sent 
and  received  ambassadors,  entered  into  trea- 
ties'and  alliances,  and  wore  admitted  into  the 
general  community  of  nations,  who  might  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  belligerents,  and  claim  an 
equality  of  sovereign  powers  and  preroga- 
tives. 

The  continental  Congress,  upon  trial,  soon 
found  that  the  powers  derived  from  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  woro  inadequate  to  the 
legitimate  objects  of  an  effective  national  gov- 
ernment. Defects  were  more  particularly 
manifest,  whenever  it  became  necessaiy  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  commorco  and 
that  of  taxes ;  and  it  was  at  length  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  amend  tbc  articles  in  such 
a  way  as  to  give  authority  and  force  to  the  na- 
tional will  in  matters  of  trade  and  revenue. 
This  was  from  time  to  time  attempted,  until 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted.  The  most  important  movements 
in  Congress  showing  the  progress  of  constitu- 
tional legislation,  were  on  the  3d  of  Februarv, 
1781,  April  18,  1783,  April  20, 1783,  April  30, 
1784,  March  3,  1786,  Soptember  29, 1786,  and 
October  23,  1786. 

Peace  came  (in  1783.)  The  heroic  leader 
of  the  revolutionary  army  surrendered  his 
commission.  The  armies  were  disbanded,  but 
they  were  not  paid.  Mutiny  was  s^uppressed  ; 
but  not  until  Congress  had  t>«*cn  surrounded  by 
armed  men,  demanding  justice,  and  appealed 
in  vain  for  protection  to  the  sovereign  state 
within  whose  jurisdiction  they  were  sitting.  A 
single  frigate,  the  remnant  of  a  gallant  navy, 
which  had  richly  shareil  tlie  glories,  and  dee{»- 
ly  suffered  the  calamities  of  the  war,  was  dis- 
mantled and  sold.  The  expenses  of  the  nation 
were  reduced  to  the  minimum  of  a  peace 
establishment,  and  yet  the  nation  was  not  re- 
Jtered.  The  natioa  wanted  a  ^vernment 
Asaded  on  the  prinoiplmoE  Uia  I>«c&Kn)aoa 


of  Independence—a  govennntnt  oonetitiitad 
by  the  people. 

In  the  Congress  of  the  confedemUoDv  the 
master-minds  of  James  Madison  and  Alexan- 
der Hamilton  were  constantly  enijaged  thnwgb 
the  closing  years  of  the  reTolutionarr  war, 
and  those  of  peace  which  immediate^  loo- 
ceeded.  That  of  John  Jay  was  associated 
with  them  shortly  after  the  peace,  in  the  capa- 
city of  secretary  to  the  Congress  for  foreign 
affairs.  The  incompetency  oi  the  articles  of 
confederation  for  the  management  of  the  if* 
fairs  of  the  Union  at  home  and  abroad,  wis 
demonstrated  to  them  by  the  painful  and  mot- 
tifying  experience  of  every  day.  Washing- 
ton, though  in  retirement,  was  orooding  over 
the  cruel  injustice  suffered  by  his  assodatei. 
in  arms,  the  warriors  of  the  revolution ;  ow 
the  prostration  of  the  public  credit  and  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  in  tne  neglect  to  provide 
for  the  payment  even  of  the  interest  upon  the 
public  debt ;  over  the  disappointed  hopes  of 
the  friends  of  freedom ;  in  the  language  of  the 
address  flom  Congress  to  the  states,  of  the  ISA 
of  April,  1783 — *'  the  nride  and  boast  of  Ame- 
rica, that  the  rights  for  which  dhe  contended 
were  the  rights  of  human  nature." 

At  his  residence  of  Mount  Vernon,  in  March, 
1785,  the  first  idea  was  started  of  a  rerisal  of 
the  articles  of  confederation,  by  an  organiia- 
tion  of  means  differing  from  that  of  a  compsel 
between  the  state  legislatures  and  their  own 
delegates  in  Congress.  A  convention  of  ddie* 
gates  from  the  state  legislatures,  independent 
of  the  Confess  itself,  was  the  expedient  which 
presented  itself  for  effecting  the  purpose,  and 
an  augmentation  of  the  powers  of  Congress  for 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  as  the  object  for 
which  this  assembly  was  to  be  convened.  In 
Jauuarv,  1786,  the  proposal  was  made  and 
adoptea  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and 
communicated  to  the  other  state  legislatures. 

The  convention  was  held  at  Annapolis,  in 
September  of  that  year.  It  was  attended  by 
delegates  from  only  five  of  the  central  states, 
who,  un  comparing  their  restricted  powers 
witli  the  glaring  and  universally-acknowledg- 
ed defects  of  the  confederation,  reported  onW 
a  recommendation  for  the  assemblage  of  another 
convention  of  delegates,  to  meet  at  Philadel- 
phia in  May,  1787,  from  all  the  states,  and 
with  enlarged  powers. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
the  work  of  this  convention.  But  in  its  con- 
struct iun,  the  convention  immediately  {»er- 
ceived  that  they  must  retrace  their  steps,  and 
fall  back  from  a  league  of  friendship  Ijetween 
sovereign  states,  to  the  constituent  sovereignty 
of  the  jfeopU, — fr(.)ni  power  to  ritjht — from  the 
irresponsible  despotism  of  state  sovereignty,  to 
the  self-evident  truth  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. From  the  day  of  that  declaration 
the  constituent  power  of  tlie  people  had  never 
been  called  into  action.  A  confederacy  had 
been  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  government, 
and  state  sovereignty  had  usurped  the  con- 
stituent sovereignty  of  the  people. 

The  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia 
VaA  ^hftmaelTes  no  dixeot  authori^  frooi  the 
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people.  Tneir  antboritj  was  aU  derived  fn)m  I 
the  state  leeislatures.  But  they  had  the  arti- 
cles of  eomederation  before  them,  and  they 
saw  and  felt  the  wretched  condition  into  vrhich 
they  had  brought  the  whole  people,  iind  that 
the  Union  itself  was  in  the  agonies  of  <]eath. 
They  soon  perceived  that  the  iudispcnttably- 
noeded  powers  were  sucli  as  no  state  govern- 
ment, no  combination  of  them,  wa9,  by  the 
principles  of  the  Declaration  of  ludepeniienoe, 
competent  to  bestow.  They  could  emanate 
only  from  the  people.  A  highly  vcs|>eotabIe 
portion  of  the  assembly,  still  clinging  to  the 
confederacy  of  states,  pmposeii,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  Ciinstitution,  a  mere  revival  of  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  with  a  grant  of  addi- 
tional powers  to  the  Congress.  Their  plan 
was  respectfully  and  thoroughly  discussed ; 
but  the  want  of  a  government,  and  of  the 
sanction  of  the  people  to  the  delegation  of 
powers,  happily  prevailed.  A  constitution  for 
the  people,  ana  the  distribution  of  legislative, 
executive,  and  ju<licial  powers,  was  prepared. 
It  announced  itself  as  the  work  of  the  people 
themselves  ;  and  as  this  wa?)  unquestionably  a 
power  assumed  by  the  convention,  nut  dele- 
gated to  them  by  the  people,  they  religiously 
confined  it  to  a  simple  power  to  pn>posie,  and 
carefully  provided  tnat  it  should  lie  no  more 
than  a  proposal,  until  sanctioned  by  the  con- 
federatum  Congress,  by  the  state  legislatures, 
ftnd  by  the  people  of  tCie  several  states,  in  con- 
ventions specially  assembled,  by  authority  of 
their  legislatures,  for  the  single  purpose  of  ex- 
amining and  passing  upon  it. 

And  thus  was  consummated  the  work,  com- 
menced by  the  Declaration  of  Independence ; 
a  work  in  which  the  people  of  the  North  Ame- 
rican Union,  acting  under  the  deepe^^t  sense 
of  res^Kmsibility  to  the  Supren)e  Uuler  of  the 
universe,  had  achieved  the  most  transcendent 
act  of  power  that  social  man.  in  his  mortal 
condition,  can  perform;  even  that  of  dissolving 
Uie  ties  of  allegiance  by  which  he  is  bound  to 
his  country — of  renouncing  that  country  it- 
self—of demolishing  its  government,  of  insti- 
tuting another  government,  and  of  making  for 
himself  another  country  in  its  stead. 

The  revolution  itself  was  a  work  of  thirteen 
years — and  had  never  been  completed  until 
that  day  (when  Washington  was  inaugurated, 
on  the  SOth  of  April,  1789).  The  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  are  parts  of  one  ccmsistent 
whole,  founded  upon  one  and  the  same  theory 
of  government,  tnen  new,  not  as  a  theory,  for 
it  had  been  working  itself  into  the  mind  of 
man  for  many  ages,  and  been  especially  ex- 
pounded in  the  writings  of  Locke,  but  had 
never  before  been  adopted  by  a  great  nation 
in  practice.  

Proceedings  of  commissionertt  from  certain 
gtafcSf  assembled  at  Annapolit,  in  September, 
1780,  to  consider  on  the  best  means  of  reme- 
dying the  defects  of  ike  federal  government, 
Annapolis,  in  ike  state  of  Maryland,  Sepiem' 
ftsr  11»  1786. — At  a  meeting  of  commissioners 
iirom  the  states  of  New  York,  New  Jeney, 


Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia:  pre- 
sent, New  York:  Alexander  Hamilton,  Egbert 
Benson ;  Xew  Jersey:  Abraham  Clark,  Wil- 
liam C.  Houston,  James  Schureman ;  JVan- 
sylcaniaz  Tench  Coxe;  Delaware:  Qeorge 
Head,  John  Dickinson,  Richard  Basset ;  Ftr- 
ginia:  Kdmund  Randolph,  James  Madison^ 
Jr.,  Saint  George  Tucker 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  unanimously  elected 
chairman.  The  commissioners  produced  their 
credentials  from  their  respective  states,  which 
were  read.  After  a  full  communication  of 
sentiments,  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
what  would  be  proper  to  be  done  by  the  com- 
missioners now  assembled,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre* 
pare  a  draught  of  a  report  to  be  made  to  the 
states  having  commissioners  attending  at  this 
meeting.    Adjourned  till  Wednesday  mominc. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  13. — Met  agreeable  to  ad- 
journment The  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose  reported  the  draught  of  the  re- 
port, which  lieing  read,  the  meeting  proceeded 
to  tlie  consideration  thereof,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday,  Sept.  14. — Met  agreeable  to  ad- 
jtmrnment.  The  meeting  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  draught  of  the  report,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  and  amendments 
made,  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : — 

To  Vie  honorable  the  legislatures  of  Virginia^ 
Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and 
New  York,  the  commissioners  from  the  said 
states,  respectively,  assembled  at  AnnapoliSf 
humbly  beg  leave  to  report: — 

That,  pursuant  to  their  several  appoint- 
ments, they  met  at  Annapolis,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  on  the  11th  day  of  September,  in- 
stant, and  having  proceeded  to  a  communiour 
tion  of  their  powers,  they  found  that  the  states 
of  New  YorK,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia, 
had,  in  substance,  and  nearly  in  the  same 
terms,  authorized  their  respective  commission- 
ers "  to  meet  such  commissioners  as  were  or 
might  be  appointed  by  the  other  states  in  the 
Union,  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  said  commissioners,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  to  consider  how  far  a  uni- 
form system  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
and  regulations,  might  be  necessary  to  their 
common  interest  and  permanent  harmony, 
and  to  report  to  the  several  states  such  an 
act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as,  when 
unanimously  ratified  by  them,  would  enable 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  same." 

That  the  state  of  Delaware  had  given  simi- 
lar powers  to  their  commissioners,  with  Uiii 
difference  only,  that  the^  act  to  be  framed  in 
virtue  of  these  powers,  is  required  to  be  re- 
ported *'  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, to  be  agreed  to  by  them,  and  oon^ 
firmed  bj  the  legislatures  of  eveiy  state*'' 

That  the  state  of  New  Jerae^  ^mAl    ~ 
the  ob9«eV  of  \bi«hx  v^^^xkataaMBi^ 
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their  oommxuionen  "  to  oonsider  how  far  a 
uniform  system  in  their  commeroial  regula- 
tions, and  other  important  mctiters,  might  l)e 
necessary  to  the  common  interest  and  perma- 
nent harmony  of  the  sevenil  states ;"  and  to 
report  such  an  act  on  the  subject,  as,  when 
ratified  hy  them,  "  would  enable  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Union/' 

That  appointments  of  commissiouera  have 
also  been  made  by  the  states  of  New  Ilamp- 
ahire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  North 
Oarolina,  none  of  whom,  however,  have  at- 
tended ;  but  that  no  information  has  been  re- 
ceived by  your  commissioners  of  any  appoint- 
ment having  been  made  by  the  states  of 
Connecticut,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  or 
Georgia. 

That  the  express  terms  of  the  powers  to 
▼our  commissioners  supposing  a  deputation 
from  all  the  states,  and  nuving  for  object  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  vour 
commissioners  did  not  conceive  it  advisable  to 

Sroceed  on  the  business  of  their  mission  un- 
er  the  circumstances  of  so  partial  and  defect- 
ive a  representation. 

Deeply  impressed,  however,  with  the  mag- 
nitude and  importance  of  the  object  confided 
to  them  on  this  uccasion,  your  commissioners 
cannot  forbear  to  indulge  an  expression  of  their 
earnest  and  unanimous  wish,  that  speedy  mea- 
aares  may  be  taken  to  effect  a  general  meeting 
of  the  states,  in  a  future  convention,  for  the 
same  and  such  other  purposes  as  the  situation 
of  public  affairs  may  be  found  to  require. 

If,  in  expressing;  this  wish,  or  in  intimating 
any  other  sentiment,  your  conuniHsionera 
should  seem  to  oxceed  the  strict  bounds  of 
their  appointment,  tiicy  entertain  a  full  confi- 
dence that  a  conduct  diolatucl  by  an  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  will  not 
fail  to  receive  an  iuduljijent  construction. 

In  this  pe^sua^ion,  your  commissioners  sub- 
mit an  opinion,  that  tlie  idea  of  extending  the 
powers  of  their  deputies  t«>  ntlier  o]>jects  than 
those  of  commt.Tce,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  was  an  improve- 
ment on  the  original  phin,  and  will  deserve  to 
be  incori>orate«l  into  that  of  a  future  convon- 
tit)n.  They  are  the  more  naturally  led  to  this 
conclusion,  as,  in  the  course  of  their  reflec- 
tions on  the  subject,  they  have  been  induced 
to  think  that  the  power  of  regulating  trade  is 
of  such  comprehenKive  extent,  and  will  enter 
so  far  into  the  general  syntem  of  the  federal 
government,  that  to  give  it  efficacy,  and  to 
obviate  questions  and  doubts  concerning  its 
precise  nuture  and  limits,  may  require  a  cor- 
responding adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the 
federal  system. 

That  tiiere  are  important  defects  in  the  sys- 
tem of  the  federal  government,  is  acknow- 
ledged by  the  acta  of  all  those  states  which 
have  concurred  in  the  ])resent  meeting ;  that 
the  defei:ts,  upon  a  closer  examination,  may 
be  found  greater  and  more  nunienms  than 
even  these  acts  implv,  is  :ii  least  so  far  proba- 
tjp,  from  the  emli5irrus.snients  which  cliarac- 
teri/.c  the  present  slate  ol*  ««uv  wauownV  \x\SLtt\tv 


.  foreign  and  domestic,  as  may  remaonably  be 
.  supposed  to  merit  a  deliberate  and  candid  dia- 
I  cussion,  in  some  mode  which  will  unite  the  stih 
timents  and  councils  of  all  the  atatoe.  In  Uie 
choice  of  the  mode,  your  conimisiiioners  are 
of  opinion  that  a  convention  of  deputies  (rom 
the  aifferent  states,  for  the  special  and  sole 
purpose  of  entering  into  this  inveAtigaliioB^ 
and  digesting  a  plan  for  supplying  such  de* 
fects  OS  may  be  discovered  to  exist,  will  be 
entitled  to  a  preference,  from  eonaideratioos 
which  will  occur  without  being  particularised. 

Your  commissioners  decline  an  enumeration 
of  these  national  circumstances  on  which  thuc 
opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of  a  future 
convention,  with  more  enlarged  powers,  is 
founded;  as  it  would  bo  a  useleaa  intrusioD 
of  facts  and  observations,  most  of  which  have 
been  frequently  the  suljeot  of  pablic  di»CB^ 
sion,  and  none  of  which  can  have  escaped  the 
penetration  of  those  to  whom  they  would,  in 
this  instance,  be  addressed.  They  are,  how- 
ever, of  a  nature  so  serious,  as,  in  the  view  of 
your  commissioners,  to  render  the  situation 
of  the  United  States  delicate  and  critical,  call- 
ing for  an  exertion  of  the  united  Tirtue  and 
wisdom  of  all  the  members  of  the  confede- 
racy. 

Under  this  impression,  your  commissiuncrsa 
with  the  most  respectful  deference,  beg  leave 
to  suggest  their  unanimous  conviction,  that  it 
may  essentially  tend  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  Union,  if  the  states,  bv  whom  they 
have  been  respectively  delegated,  would  them* 
selves  concur,  and  use  their  endeavors  to  pro* 
cure  the  concurrence  of  the  other  states,  in 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May 
next,  to  take  into  consideration  the  situatiuu 
of  the  United  States,  to  devise  such  further 
provisions  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary 
to  render  the  Constitution  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Union  ;  and  to  roj)Ort  such  an  act  fur  that  pur- 
pose, to  the  United  States,  in  Ctmgres*  a*- 
sombed,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  thein,  and  after 
ward  confirmed  bv  the  legislatures  uf  every 
state,  will. effectually  provide  for  the  same. 

Thoughff.'our  commissioners  could  not,  with 
propriety,  address  these  observations  and  sen 
timents  to  any  but  the  states  they  have  th# 
honor  to  represent,  they  have  nevertheless  ci»n 
eluded,  from  motives  of  respei*t,  to  traiismi* 
co])ies  of  this  report  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  and  to  the  executives  of 
the  other  states. 

By  order  of  the  commis^^ioners. 

Dated  at  Annapolia,  September  14th,  I7^'6. 

In  Cojif/ress,  Wt^dnesday,  Fthrtiary  21, 
17H7. — The  report  of  a  grand  committee,  inm- 
sistingof  Messrs.  Pane,  Yarniim,  S.  M.  Mitch- 
ell, Smith,  Cadwallader,  Irvine,  N.  Mitchell, 
Forrest,  Grayson,  Blount,  Bull,  and  Few,  tu 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  I4ih  Sep- 
tember. ITHCi.  from  J.  Dickinson,  written  nttiie 
request  of  commissioners  from  the  states  of 
Virginia,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  Now  Jersey, 
asivL  N«w  York,  assembled  at  the  oitj  of  Aanar 
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poliii,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
said  commissioners  to  the  logislatares  of  the 
states  bj  whom  they  were  appoiDted,  being  an 
Older  of  the  day,  was  oallea  up,  and  which  is 
oontained  in  the  following  resolution,  Yii. : — 

Congress  having  had  under  oonnideration  the 
letter  of  John  Dickinson,  Eaq.,  chairman  of  the 
commissioners  who  assembled  at  Annapolis, 
during  the  last^ear ;  also  the  proceeding  of 
the  said  commiseioners,  and  entirely  coincid- 
ing with  them,  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the 
Fedaral  government,  and  the  necessity  of  devis- 
ing such  further  provisions  as  shall  render  the 
■aaie  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union, 
i'  *^ngly  recommend  to  the  different  legisla- 
cures  to  send  forward  delegates,  to  meet  the 
proposed  convention,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
May  next,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New  York 
thereupon  laid  before  Congress  instructions 
which  they  had  received  from  their  constitu- 
ents, and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  instructions, 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following 
proposition,  viz. : — 

**  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  com- 
posing the  Union,  that  a  convention  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  said  states  respectively,  be 
held  at ,  on ,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
vising the  articles  of  confe^ioration  and  per- 
petual union  between  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  reporting  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  and  to  the  states  respec- 
tively, such  alterations  and  amendments  of  the 
sud  articles  of  confederation,  as  the  represen- 
tatives, met  in  such  convention,  shall  judge 
proper  and  necessary  to  render  them  adequate 
to  ine  preserviition  and  support  of  the  Union." 

On  the  question  to  postpone,  for  the  purpose 
above  mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  the  delegates  for  New  York,  the 
question  was  lost  Ity  the  following  vote,  three 
states  only  voting  in  the  affirmative.  The 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive are  in  Ualic. 

Msfwuhritetta:  Mrmni.  Kiwj^  Daw;  Connecticut:  Mnwrs. 
JWbuofi,  8.  Mitchell;  New  York:  Mif^rn.  Smith,  Brnvm; 
New  Jmmj :  MeitBrR.  OidicanaitKr,  Hark,  Sehareman ;  Penn- 

Slvaoia:  Measn.  Irvine.  Mrrfdith^  Bingham;  Delaware: 
r.  N.  Mitchell;  Marprland:  Mr.  Forre^it;  Virginia:  M«>i>4in>. 
flkwytott,  Madiitm:  North  Carolina:  MeMirs.  Blount,  IIaw> 
Una;  tlnnth  Carolina:  Meivrs.  Bull,  Knan,  linger,  Parker; 
Qeorgia:  Meisn.  Fcw^  fierce. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegates 
for  Massachusetts,  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report^  m  order  to  take  into 
consideration  a  motion  which  they  read  in 
their  place ;  this  being  agreed  to,  the  motion 
of  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts  was  taken 
up,  and  bemg  amended  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
low i : — 

*'  Whereas,  tliere  is  provision  in  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  for  mak- 
ing alterations  therein,  by  the  assent  of  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states ;  and  whereas,  ex- 
perience hath  evinced  that  there  are  defects  in 
the  present  confederation,  as  a  mean  to  reme- 
dy which,  eeveral  of  the  states,  and  partico- 
vmj  the  state  of  New  Yoricy  bj  express  in* 


slmotions  to  thmr  delejgatss  in  OoDgresa 
have  suggested  a  oonvention  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  following  resolution ;  and  sueh 
convention  appearing  to  be  the  most  probable 
means  of  establishing,  in  these  states,  a  firm 
national  government: 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrass» 
it  is  expedient  that,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
May  next,  a  convention  of  delegates  who  shall 
have  been  appointed  by  the  several  states,  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  sole  and  express 
purpose  of  revising  the  articles  of  oonfederib- 
cion,  and  reporting  to  Congress,  and  the  seve- 
ral legislatures,  such  alteration  and  provisions 
therein,  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress, 
and  confirmed  by  the  states,  render  the  Fed»* 
ral  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigendes 
of  the  government,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Union." 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of 
C(mgress,  delegates  were  chosen  in  the  several 
states,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  articles 
of  confederation,  who  assembled  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  second  Monday  in  May,  1787. 
General  Washington  was  chosen  president  of 
the  convention.  On  the  17th  of  September, 
1787,  the  convention  having  agreed  upon  the 
several  articles  of  the  Fedend  Constitution,  it 
was  adopted  and  signed  by  all  the  members 
present. 

On  Friday,  the  28th  of  September,  1787,  the 
Congress  having  received  the  report  of  the  oon- 
vention, with  the  constitution,  recommended 
for  ratification  by  the  several  states,  and  by 
Congress,  adoptea  the  following  resolution  :-^ 

"  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  re- 
port, with  the  resolutions  and  letters  accompa- 
nying the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several 
legislatures,  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  chosen  in  each  state  by 
the  people  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  re- 
solves of  the  convention,  made  and  provided  ia 
that  case." 

The  Constitution  having  been  ratified  by  the 
number  of  states  required,  the  following  pro- 
ceedings took  place  in  the  old  Congress,  pre- 
paratory to  organizing  the  new  government. 

Saturday,  ^ptemba- 13, 1788.---On  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  following  proposition,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  unani- 
mous votes  of  nine  states,  viz.,  of  New  Ilamp 
shire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Yorx, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

'*  Whereas,  the  convention  assembled  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  21st  of  February,  1787,  did,  on 
the  17th  3f  September,  in  the  same  year,  re- 
port to  the  United  States,  in  Congiess  assembled, 
a  Constitution  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  whereupon.  Congress,  on  the  28th  of 
the  same  September,  did  resolve  unanimously, 
*  that  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  and 
letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted 
to  the  several  legislatures,  in  order  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  in 
each  state  by  the  people  thereof,  in  eoofotmit^ 
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pnmded  in  that  esse ;'  and  whereas  the  Oon- 
■titation  so  reported  by  the  oonvetjiion,  and  by 
Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures, 
has  oeen  ratified  in  the  manner  therein  declared 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  the 
same,  and  such  ratifications,  duly  nuthenticar 
ted,  ^ave  been  received  by  Congre88,  and  are 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary,  therefore — 
**Jiesolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January  next  be  the  day  fur  appointing  elec- 
tors in  the  several  states  which  l>efore  the  said 
day  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Constitution  ; 
fliat  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next  be 
the  day  for  the  electors  to  assemble  in  their 
respective  states,  and  vote  for  a  President ;  and 
that  the  first  W^ednesday  in  March  next  be  the 
time,  and  the  present  seat  of  Congress  [New 
York]  tlie  place,  for  commencing  proceedings 
under  the  said  constitution/' 


Vermont. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1791,  a  message 
was  received  by  Concress  from  the  Prcaideiit 
of  the  United  l^atCH,  inforiuing  tlic  House  that 
he  hod  received  documents  expressing  the 
consent  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  and 
the  territory  of  Vermont  that  the  said  terri- 
tory be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  distinct 
member  thereof. 

A  bill  immediately  passed  both  Houses  and 
became  a  law  by  the  approval  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  18th  of  February.  1791,  admitting 
Vermont  as  a  state  into  the  Union. 

Another  law  was  passed  and  approved  Feb- 
ruary 25, 1791,  giving  her  two  representatives 
in  Ccmgress. 

Act  approved  March  2,  1791,  gave  effect  to 
all  the  laws  of  the  Unite:!  States  over  said 
state  which  wore  not  locally  iuapplioable. 


Virginia  Resolutions  of  1798. 

PRONOUNCINO     THE     A  LIEN      AND      SeDITION 

Laws  to  be  rNCoxsTiTUTioNAL,  and  de- 
fining THE  Rir.irxs  op  tue  States. — 
Drawn  by  Mr.  Madison. 

In  the  Virginia  IIoise  of  Delegates.  , 

Fri^lay.  Dec.  21,  IT'.'S. 

Resolved,  That  th(!  (lenenil  Assembly  of 
Virginia  <loih  uneiiuIvDcallv  express  a  iirm 
resolution  to  uiuintain  and  ifefeiKl  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  state,  against  evory  aggression 
cither  foreign  or  donicstie  ;  and  tiiat  they  will 
supfK)rttho  government  of  the  United  States  in 
all  mea«<ures  warranted  ]>y  the  former. 

That  this  Assembly  most  solemnly  declares 
u  warm  attachment  to  the  Union  of  the  states, 
to  maintain  which  it  pledges  its  powers;  and, 
that  for  this  entl,  it  is  their  duly  to  watch 
over  and  oppose  every  infraction  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  constitute  the  only  l.iasis  of  that 
Union,  because  a  faithful  observance  of  them 
can  alone  secure  its  existence  and  the  public 
happiness. 

That  this  Assembly  doth  explicitly  and  pc- 
rcmf  turily  declare,  that  it  views  the  powers 


of  the  federal  goramment,  aa  remltiBg  from 
the  oompaot  to  which  the  atfttee  mre  pertMii 
as  limited  by  the  plain  sense  end  intentioii  of 
the  instrument  constituting  that  compact,  at 
no  farther  valid  than  ihey  are  anthonicd  by 
the  grants  enumerated  in  that  compact ;  ana 
that  in  case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and 
dangerous  exercise  of  other  poweni,  not  gran^ 
ed  by  the  said  compact,  the  states,  who  are 
parties  thereto,  have  the  right,  and  are  in 
duty  bound,  to  interpose,  for  arresdng  the 
progress  of  the  eril,  and  for  maintaining  with- 
in their  respective  limits  the  authorities,  rights, 
and  liberties  appertaining  to  them. 
That  the  Qenerai  Assembly  doth  also  e^ 

Sress  its  deep  regret^  that  a  spirit  has,  in  san- 
ry  instances,  been  manifested  by  tJie  fedend 
government,  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  forced 
constructions  of  the  constitutional  charter 
which  defines  them;  and,  that  indicationi 
have  appeared  of  a  design  to  expound  certvn 
general  phrases  (which,  having  been  copied 
from  the  verv  limited  grant  of  powers  in  the 
former  Articles  of  Confederation,  were  the  \v* 
liable  to  be  misconstrued)  so  as  to  destroy  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  the  particular  enumera- 
tion which  necessarily  explains,  and  limits 
the  general  phrases,  and  so  as  to  consoHdncc 
the  states  by  degrees  into  one  sovereignty, 
the  obvious  tendency  and  inevitable  resuti  «V 
which  would  be,  to  transform  the  present  re- 
publican system  of  the  United  States  into  an 
absolute,  or  at  best,  a  mixed  monarchy. 

That  the  General  Assembly  doth  partica- 
larly  protest  against  the  palpable  and  aUirm- 
ing  infractions  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  tw:> 
late  cases  of  the  "  Alien  and  Sedition  Ac:>," 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress:  ilie 
first  of  which  exorcises  a  pt)wer  nowiie.-e 
delegated  to  the  federal  government,  aiiil 
which,  by  uniting  legislative  anrl  judicial 
powers  to  those  of  executive,  subverts  the 
general  principles  of  free  governniont,  as  wrll 
as  the  particular  organization  and  pitsitivo 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and 
tliu  other  of  which  acts  exercises,  in  like  man- 
ner, a  power  not  delegated  by  the  Const  it »• 
ti(m,  but  on  the  contrary,  expressly  and  p.»si- 
tively  forbidden  by  one  of  the  ninendmonts 
tliereto ;  a  power  which,  more  than  any  other, 
ought  to  produce  universal  alarm,  beeau<<e  it 
is  lovelleu  against  the  right  of  freely  examin- 
ing public  characters  and  measures,  and  of 
free  communication  among  the  people  thore«in, 
which  has  ever  been  justly  deemed  the  only 
effectual  guardian  of  every  other  right. 

That  this  state  having  by  its  Ci»nvention, 
which  ratified  the  Fe<leral  Constitution,  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  among  other  e^seudal 
rights,  "the  liberty  (»f  conscience  and  the 
press  cannot  be  cancelleil.  abridged,  rostra in«i I, 
or  modified  by  any  authority  «^f  the  Uniiml 
States,"  and  fr«»m  its  extreme  anxiety  to 
guard  these  rights  from  every  ptissiMe  attack 
of  sophistry  and  ambition,  having  with  other 
states  recommended  an  amcndmont  for  that 
purpose,  which  amendment  was.  in  due  time, 
annexed  to  the  Constitution,  it  would  mark  a 
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reproachful  inooDsiBtency,  And  erimiiud  de» 
generacj,  if  an  indifference  were  now  shown 
to  the  most  palpable  violation  of  one  of  the 
rights,  thus  declared  and  secured ;  and  to  the 
establishment  of  a  precedent  which  may  be 
&tal  to  the  other. 

That  the  good  people  of  this  oommonwealth, 
having  ever  felt,  and  continaing  to  feel  the 
most  sincere  affection  for  their  brethren  of  the 
other  states ;  the  truest  anxiety  for  establish- 
ing and  perpetuating  the  Union  of  all ;  and 
the  most  scrupulous  fidelity  to  that  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  the  pledge  of  mutual  friendship, 
and  the  instrument  of  mutual  happiness ;  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  doth  solemnly  appeal  to 
the  like  dispositions  in  the  other  states,  in 
confidence  tLat  they  will  concur  with  this 
commonwealth,  in  declaring,  as  it  does  hereby 
declare,  that  the  acts  aforesaid  are  unconsti- 
tutional ;  and,  that  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  will  be  taken  by  each  for  co-opera- 
ting with  this  state,  in  maintaining  unimpaired 
the  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties,  reserved 
to  the  states,  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

That  the  governor  be  desired  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  execu- 
tive authority  of  each  of  the  other  states,  with 
a  request  that  the  same  may  be  communicated 
to  the  legislature  thereof ;  and  that  a  copy  be 
furnished  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Kepro- 
sentatives  representing  this  state  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

Attest,  John  Stewart. 

1798,  December  24th.  Agreed  to  by  the 
Senate.  H.  Brooke. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  General  Assembly. 

John  Stewart,  Keeper  of  Rolls. 

Extracts  from  the  Address  to  the  People, 
which  accompanied  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions : — 

Pellow-Citizens :  Unwilling  to  shrink  from 
our  representative  responsibiuty,  conscious  of 
the  purity  of  our  motives,  but  acknowledging 
your  right  to  supervise  our  conduct,  we  invite 

Jour  serious  attention  to  the  emergency  which 
ictated  the  subjoined  resolutions.  Whilst  we 
disdain  to  alarm  you  by  ill-founded  jealousies, 
we  recommend  an  investigation,  guided  by 
the  coolness  of  wisdom,  and  a  decision  bot- 
tomed on  firmness  but  tempered  with  modera- 
tion. 

It  would  be  perfidious  in  those  intrusted 
with  the  guardianship  of  the  state  sovereignty, 
and  acting  under  the  solemn  obligation  of  the 
following  oath :  "  I  do  swear,  that  I  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
not  to  warn  you  of  encroachments,  which, 
though  clothed  with  the  pretext  of  necessity, 
or  disguised  by  arguments  of  expediency,  may 

Set  establish  prec^ents,  which  may  ultimately 
evote  a  generous  and  unsuspicious  people  to 
all  the  consequences  of  usurped  power. 

Encroachments  springing  from  a  govern- 
ment whose  organisation  cannol  be  main- 


tuned  without  the  oo-operation  of  the  states, 
furnish  the  strongest  incitements  upon  the 
state  legislatures  to  watchfulness,  and  impose 
upon  tnem  the  stron^t  obligation  to  pre- 
serve unimpaired  the  line  of  partition. 

The  acquiescence  of  the  states  under  infrao" 
tions  of  the  federal  compact,  would  either 
beget  a  speedy  consolidation,  by  precipitatinjr 
the  state  governments  into  impotency  and 
contempt ;  or  prepare  the  way  for  a  revolution, 
by  a  repetition  ot  these  infractions,  until  the 
people  are  aroused  to  appear  in  the  maiestjr 
of  their  strength.  It  is  to  avoid  these  calami- 
ties, that  we  exhibit  to  the  people  the  momen- 
tous question,  whether  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  shall  yield  to  a  construcdon 
which  defies  every  restraint,  and  overwhelms 
the  best  hopes  of  republicanism. 

Exhortations  to  disregard  domestic  usurpa- 
tions until  forei^  danger  shall  have  passed, 
is  an  artifice  which  may  bo  for  ever  used ;  be- 
cause the  possessors  of  power,  who  are  Uie 
advocates  for  its  extension,  can  ever  create 
national  embarrassments,  to  be  successively 
employed  to  soothe  the  people  into  sleep,  whilst 
that  power  is  swelling  silently,  secretly,  and 
fatally.  Of  the  same  character  are  insinua- 
tions of  a  foreign  influence,  which  seize  upon 
a  laudable  cnUiusiasm  against  danger  from 
abroad,  and  distort  it  by  an  unnatural  appli- 
cation, so  as  to  blind  your  eyes  against  danger 
at  home. 

The  sedition  act  presents  a  scene  which  waa 
never  expected  by  the  early  friends  of  the 
Constitution.  It  was  then  admitted  that  the 
state  sovereignties  were  only  diminished  by 
powers  specifically  enumerated,  or  necessary  to 
carry  the  specified  powers  into  effect.  Now 
federal  authority  is  deduced  from  implication, 
and  from  the  existence  of  state  law  it  is 
inferred  that  Congress  possesses  a  similar 
power  of  legislation ;  whence  Confess  will 
be  endowed  with  a  power  of  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  and  the  states  will  be  stripk 
of  every  right  reserved  by  the  concurrent 
claims  of  a  paramount  legislature. 

The  sedition  act  is  the  offspring  of  these 
tremendous  pretensions,  which  inflict  a  death 
wound  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  states. 

For  the  honor  of  American  understand- 
ing, we  will  not  believe  that  the  people  have 
been  allured  into  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion by  an  affectation  of  defining  powers,  whilst 
the  preamble   would    admit  a  construction 
whicn  world  erect  the  will  of  Congress  into  a 
power  paramount  in  all  cases,  and  therefore 
limited  in  none.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident 
that  the  objects  for  which  the  Constitution 
was  formed  were  deemed  attainable  only  by  a 
particular  enumeration  and  specification  of 
each  power  granted  to  the  federal  government ; 
reserving  sll  others  to  the  people,  or  to  the 
states.    And  yet  it  is  in  vain  we  search  fbr 
an^  specified  power,  embracing  the  right  of 
:  le^lation  against  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
I     Had  the  states  been  despoiled  of  their  sove- 
I  reienty  by  the  generality  of  the  preamble,  and 
'  had  the  federal  goyemment  been  endowed  with 
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whatever  they  should  judge  to  bo  inatrumontal 
towards  union,  justice,  tranquillity,  common 
defoncc,  general  welfare,  and  the  preservation 
of  liberty,  nothing  could  have  been  more  frivo- 
lous tlian  an  enumeration  of  powers. 

All  the  preceding  arguments  rising  from  a 
deficiency  of  constitutional  power  in  Congress, 
apiily  to  the  alien  act,  and  this  act  is  liable  to 
other  objections  peculiar  to  itself.  If  a  sus- 
picion that  aliens  are  dangerous  constitute  the 
justification  of  that  power  exercised  over  them 
by  Congress,  then  a  similar  suspicion  will  jus- 
tify the  exercise  of  a  similar  power  over  na- 
tives. Because  there  is  nothing  in  the  Consti- 
tution distinguishing  between  the  power  of  a 
state  to  permit  the  residence  of  natives  and 
aliens.  It  is  therefore  a  right  originally  pos- 
sessed, and  never  surrendered  by  the  respect'- 
ive  states,  and  which  is  rendered  dear  and 
valuable  to  Virginia,  because  it  is  assailed 
through  the  bosom  of  the  Constitution,  and 
because  her  peculiar  situation  renders  the 
easy  admission  of  artisans  and  laborers  an 
interest  of  vast  importance. 

But  this  bill  contains  other  features,  still 
more  alarming  and  dangerous.  It  dispenses 
with  the  trial  by  jury ;  it  violates  the  judicial 
system;  it  confounds  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial  powers ;  it  punishes  without 
trial ;  and  it  bestows  upon  tne  President  des- 
potic power  over  a  numerous  class  of  men. 
Are  such  measures  consistent  with  our  consti- 
tutional principles?  And  will  an  accumula- 
tion of  power  so  extensive,  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  over  aliens,  seciiro  to  natives 
the  blessings  of  republican  liberty? 

If  iiiojisurcs  can  mould  governments,  and 
if  an  uncontrolled  power  of  construction  i.s 
surrendered  to  those  who  administer  them, 
their  ]>rogress  may  bo  easily  forosoen  and 
their  end  etisilv  foretold.  A  lover  of  mon- 
archy,  who  opens  the  treasures  of  corriiptit)n, 
by  «li.-»tributing  emolument  among  devoted 
partisans,  may  at  the  same  time  be  apj)roach- 
mg  his  object,  and  deluding  the  people  with 
professions  of  ropublioanism.  He  may  con- 
foun<l  monarchy  and  republicanism,  by  the 
art  of  dotinition.  lie  may  varnish  over  the 
dexterity  which  ambition  never  fails  to  dis- 
play, with  the  pliancy  of  language,  the  seduc- 
tion of  ex|ie<licncy,  or  the  prejudices  of  the 
times.  And  he  iiuiy  come  at  length  to  avow 
that  so  extensive  a  t^^rritory  as  that  of  the 
Unito<l  States  can  only  be  governed  by  the 
cner^rie.-*  of  monarchy ;  that  it  cannot  be  de- 
fenderl.  except  ))y  standing  armies  ;  and  that 
it  cannot  be  united,  except  by  consolidation. 

Measures  have  already  been  adopted  which 
may  lead  to  these  consequences.  They  con- 
sist: 

In  fiscal  systems  and  arrangements,  which 
keep  an  host  of  commerrial  and  wealthy  indi- 
viduals, enibo<lied  and  obe«lient  to  the  man- 
dates of  the  treasury. 

In  armies  and  navies,  which  will,  on  the 
one  hand,  enlist  tlie  tendency  of  man  to  pay 
homage  to  his  fellow-creature  who  can  feea  or 
honor  him;  and  on  the  other,  employ  the 


principle  of  fear,  bj  punishing  iiiuig;inBi7  in- 
surrections, under  the  pretext  of  preventive 
justice. 

In  swarms  of  officers,  civil  and  militarr, 
who  can  inculcate  political  tenets  tondine  to 
consolidation  and  monarchy,  both  by  indul- 
gences and  severities;  and  can  act  as  spies 
over  the  free  exercise  of  human  reason. 

In  restraining  the  freedom  of  the  preas,  and 
investing  die  executive  with  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial  powers,  over  a  numeroai 
body  of  men. 

And,  that  we  may  shorten  the  catalogue,  in 
establishing  by  successive  precedents  suck  a 
mode  of  construing  the  ConsUtation  as  will 
rapidly  remove  every  restraint  upon  federal 
power. 

Let  history  be  consulted;  let  the  man  of 
experience  reflect ;  nay,  let  the  artificers  ef 
monarchy  be  asked  what  farther  materiib 
they  can  need  for  building  up  their  favcrili 
system  ? 

These  are  solemn,  but  painful  truths ;  and 
yet  we  recommend  it  to  you  not  to  forget  the 
possibility  of  danger  from  without,  altiiough 
danger  threatens  us  from  within.  Usurpation 
is  indeed  drea<lful,  but  against  forei^  inv^ 
sion,  if  that  should  happen,  let  ua  rise  with 
hearts  and  hands  unitea,  and  repel  the  attack 
with  the  zeal  of  freemen,  who  will  strengthen 
their  title  to  examine  and  correct  douiestie 
measures  by  having  defended  their  oountij 
against  furoign  aggression. 

Ple<lged  OS  we  are,  fellow-citizens,  to  these 
sacred  engagements,  we  yet  humbly  and  fer- 
vently ini]>lore  the  Almighty  Disposer  of 
events  to  avert  from  our  land  war  and  usurpa- 
tion, the  scourges  of  mankind;  to  permit  our 
fields  to  bo  cultivated  in  peace ;  to  instil  into 
nations  the  love  of  friendly  intercourse;  to 
sufier  our  youth  to  l>e  educated  in  virtue :  and 
to  preserve  our  morality  from  the  pollution 
invariably  incident  to  habits  of  war ;  to  pre- 
vent the  Ial>orer  and  hus))andman  from  beinp 
harassed  by  taxes  and  inipr>8tH ;  to  remove 
from  ambition  the  means  of  disturbing  the 
commonweath  ;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for 
power  afforded  by  war ;  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  to  bless  our  nation  with  tran- 
quillity, under  whose  benign  influence  we 
may  reach  the  summit  of  happiness  and 
glory,  to  which  we  are  destined  by  Naturt 
and  Nature's  God. 

Attest,  John  Stewart,  C.  U.  D. 

1799,  Jan.  23.     Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

II.  Brooke,  0.  S. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  dc|Ki»ited  in 
the  office  of  tne  General  Assembly. 

JouN  Stewart,  Keeper  of  Rolls. 

Answers  of  the  several  State  Legisla- 
tures. 
State  of  Delaware. — In  the  House  of  Re- 

Eresentatives,  Feb.  1, 1799.  Resolved,  By  the 
enate  and  House  of  Ueprescntatives  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met, 
that  they  consider  the  resolutions  from  the 
state  of  Virginia  as  a  very  m\jastifiaUe  intie^ 
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fercncc  with  tho  general  government  and  con-  b^  the  goTemment  thereof,  and  boin^  con- 

etitutod  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  vmced  that  the  Federal  Constitution  is  cal- 

uf  (Jan^crous  tendency,  and  therefore  not  fit  culated  to  promote  tlie  liappineas,  prosperity, 

8u])je<!t  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  andsafety  of  the  people  of  these  United  States, 

(ji  on  oral  Assembly.  and  to  maintain  that  union  of   the  several 

Isaac  Davis,  Speaker  of  the  Senate.  states,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole ; 

Stephen  Lewis,  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  R's.  and  being  bound  by  solemn  oath  to  support 

1*e:jt — John  Fisher,  C.  S.  and  defend  that  Constitution,  feel  it  unnecea- 

John  Caldwell,  C.  H.  R.  sary  to  make  any  professions  of  iheir  attach- 

Statb  op  Rhode  Island  and  Provid.nck  "»*"*  ^  .'/'  »'  .*>\**"  *™  determination  to 

Pla.ntat.ons.-Iu  General  AMombly.  Febru-  ""PP"?;'  '*  "S*"""*  «'«^  aggression,  foreign 

arT,  A.  D.  1799.  Certain  resolutions  of  tliele<ri8-  o'^omestic.          ..  ^i.  .    j  ^    ,       i    *   j 

lature  of  Virginia,  passed  on  21st  of  DeoemW  ,  ^''V*^^  '^^f'  t  *^«',"  .^"'y  '^^'"j'y  *9  ^t 

last,  being  communicated  to  this  Assembly,  «  »". '"jat  while  they  hold  sacred  the  prinw 

1.  UesJlved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  ple.  that  consent  of  the  people  is  the  onfy  pure 
legislature,  the  second  section  of  third  article  '^^  "f />»«*  '."I.  *6it«wite  power,  they  can- 
ofthe  CoAstitution  of  the  United  States  in  not  admit  the  neht  of  tiie  state  legisUitures  to 
these  words,  to  wit:  The  judicial  power  shall  denounce  *•»«  administration  of  that  govem- 
oxtend  to  all  cases  arising  under  t^  laws  of  "f"*  *"  ^^'"^  *«  P«°P'*  themselves,  by  a 
the  United  States,  vesta  fn  tiie  federal  courts.  J?'*""  "^""P'}*'*'  '»»'«  exclusively  committed 
exclusively,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiic  *1"  ,'"**'°"'^  concerns :  That,  altiiough  a 
United  sites  ultimately,*^  tiie  authority  of  liberal  and  enlightened  vigilance  among  the 
deciding  on  the  constitutionality  of  any  lit  or  P*"P'*  I",  ".'^fy*  *"  bo  cherished,  yet  an  un- 
law of  tlie  Congress  of  Uie  United  States.  reasonable  jealousy  of  the  men  of  their  choice, 

2.  Resolved,  Wt  for  any  state  legUlature  *'"*  »  recurrence  to  measures  of  extremity, 

to  assume  that  autiiority,  would  be.  "P"°  gr-nf  >"««  or  trivial  pretexts,  havea 

1st.  Blending  togethw  legislativi  and  judi-  "f^"*?  tendency  to  destroy  all  rationiJ  liberty 
,•  I  p^j^yrg       OB  o  •'at  home,  and  to  deprive  the  United  States  of 

o »    ir«.«~i:««  o«  :nf  A«M,^f:/x.«  ^f  +11*  »»»»^   tlic  ni<»st  essential  aavantages  in  their  relations 
Ji*i.  llazaruiiiff  an  interruption  of  the  peace     1       ji      n^i    ,.  ai.*    1     •  1  ^  j  j 

•  *u^  „a^*^»  u°  ..:-.:i   j:-^/-j    : ^^c  ^    abroad :    That  this  lecislature  are  persuaded. 


cial  powers. 

2.1.  Ilazai 

of  the  states  by  civil  discord,  in  came  of  a   ..,.,,.  .       ^  \Y  •    1       '    i       -x- 

A\^-^^i¥^  r.f  /x^;;[:/^»o  «»«r.n»  ♦K«  «.♦«♦.*  Ia»:«u     "**it  the  decision  of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity, 
dncrMty  of  opinions  among  the  state  legisla-   „  .  .^„  „„.!«.  ♦!,«  r!^««f;fnf;^«  ^f  ♦i,.  ifr,;*i 


turc8 ;  each  stite  having,  in  that  case,  no  Asort  ^''/"^  """wif  ^  °  C<)nstitution  of    he  iTnited 

for  vindicating  its  own  opinions,  but  to  the  ?^*^^"'  «^"*^  the  construction  of  all  laws  made 

strength  of  its  own  arm.    *^  Jf  P"^«^ancf  tliereof,  are  exclusively  vested 

3d.^Submitting  most  important  questions  \7  ^^^  R^f  ^  *"  ^«  J"^*^**^  ^"^  ^^  **»« 
of  law  to  less  competent  tribunals ;  and  "iu  ^  ^i  1     •     xv  i.      1  ^ 

4th.  Aninfractilm  of  the  Constitution  of  tiie      ^-Y.  '"'f  rt\'"  *f.'  •"^*°"'  ""PP*"^. 

United  States,  expressed  in  plain  terms.  ^    f  i'  .•^"^^"""^  *"  ''«.'''*  ,'TT!   f '  •**' 

3.  Resolved,  TW  although  for  the  above  «'«  land  have  not  «)n8tituted  the  state  legia- 
reasons,  this  legislature,  in  &eir  public  capa.  »turos  the  judges  of  the  acts  or  measures  of 
city,  do  not  feel  tiiemselves  authorized  to  cSn-  *t«  ^'^^'"^  government,  but  have  confided  to 
sid^r  and  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  *''*'"  tbe  power  of  proposing  such  amend- 
tbe  sedition  and  aUen  laws  (so  called) ;  yet  T°*^  "  '  "  Constitution,  as  shall  appear  to 
they  are  called  upon  by  ttie  exigenby  of  'j«7  "f  essaiy  to  the  interests,  or  conformar 
this  occasion,  to  decWe,  that  in  theiT  private  ^^^  *»  f"  '"*>'**  "^  ^^^  P«"P'«  ^^""^  ^'^'^  ^ 
Opinions,  these  laws  are  within  the  powers  ^^mu^.'v  xv.-  *  *•  r  *i  n  **x 
delegated  to  Congress,  and  promotive  of  tiie  ,.  ^^"^  ^y  tb"  construction  of  the  Cons^itu- 
welfure  of  the  Unfted  States.  *•»."•»"  "^'c^ble  and  dixnassionate  remedy  is 

4.  Resolved,  That  tiie  governor  communi-  pomted  out  for  anv  evil  which  experience  may 

cate  these  reso  utions  to  tiifsupreme  executive  P,r'%*,' -."'l' t  ?**  *''*'  ^T"  "      P"'?''*".^  °f 

of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  at  tiie  same  time  ?^*  J""''?*^  ^'""^  '^^  ^  preserved  witiiout 

express  to  him  that  this  legislature  cannot  "°-d  a"P/^"i'i  xu^  ^    ^*  1.1     *  *^  ^r  v-^«:-. 

KmaVSoTf^m  the^S^LT^^^^^  ^ -^J^^  the  natijLl  government ^^^^^^ 

fesolutioni  aforesaid,  of  the  legisbture  of  Vir-  tutional,  and  should  she  ^5^^  «^«^^7^««^«J|^y 

ginia,  passed  on  the  twenty-firJt  day  of  Decern-  J^^'  ^r^l''''^  ^'V^'y^'!^''^  \  !  "*t*^°' *^? 

ber  last  •'•""V  uio.«»jr  ui  s^^«;ui  Constitution  would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  ci- 

A  t^ue  copy,  Samuel  Eddy,  Sec.  P^\^'  ^^  t^  ^^™  *"^  pageantry  of  authority^ 

M  «  ^-v/^ijr,  •^A«u*ii^i/i/i,  k7^.  without  the  energy  of  power.    Every  act  of 

CoiixoNWEALTH    OT    MASSACHUSETTS. — In  the  federal  government  which  thwarted  the 

Senate,  Feb.  9,  1799.  The  legislature  of  Mas-  views  or  checked  the  ambitious  projects  of  a 

nchusetts    having   taken  into  serious  con-  particular  state,  or  of  its  leading  and  influen- 

dderation  the  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Vir-  tial  members,  would  be  the  ol^ect  of  opposi- 

ginia,  passed  the  2l8t  day  of  December  last,  tion  and  of  remonstrance ;  while  the  people, 

mnd    communicated   by  his   excellency  the  convulsed  and  confused  by  the  conflict  betweer 

governor,  relative  to  certain  sapposed  inlrao-  two  hostile  jurisdictions,  enjoyins  the  protec- 

turns  of  the  OonstitatioB  of  tha  Uaxtod  Ststos,  tion  of  neither,  would  be  weaxvoii  vo^i^^wi^ 
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mSssion  to  some  bold  leader,  who  would  estab- 
lish himself  on  the  ruins  of  both. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  although 
they  do  not  themselves  claim  the  right,  nor 
admit  the  authority  of  any  of  the  state  goYorn- 
ments,  to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of 
the  acts  of  the  federal  government,  still,  least 
their  silence  should  be  construed  into  disap- 
probation, or  at  best  into  a  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  acts  referred  to  by  tlie 
state  of  Virginia ;  and,  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia  has  called  for  an  expression  of 
their  sentiments,  do  explicitly  declare,  that 
they  consider  the  acts  of  Congress,  commonly 
called  **  the  alien  and  sedition  acts,"  not  only 
constitutional,  but  expedient  and  necessary : 
That  the  former  act  respects  a  description  of 
persons  whose  rights  were  not  particularly 
contemplated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  entitled  only  to  a  temporary 
protection,  while  they  yield  a  temporary  alle- 

fiance  ;  a  protection  which  ought  to  be  with- 
rawn  whenever  they  become  "  dangerous  to 
tlie  public  safety,"  or  are  found  guilty  of 
"  treasonable  mnchinntion"  against  the  gov- 
ernment :  That  Congress  having  been  especial- 
ly intrusted  by  the  people  with  the  general 
defence  of  the  nation,  had  not  only  the  right, 
but  wore  bound  to  protect  it  against  internal 
as  well  as  external  foes.  'That  the  United 
States,  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act  concern- 
ing aliens,  were  threatened  with  actual  inva- 
sion, had  been  driven  by  the  unjust  and  am- 
bitiouH  conduct  of  the  French  government  into 
warlike  prepai*ations,  expensive  and  burthcn- 
sonic,  and  had  then,  within  the  bosom  of  the 
country,  thousands  of  aliens,  who,  we  doubt 
not,  were  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  external 
attack. 

It  cannot  be  seriously  believed,  that  the 
United  States  should  have  waited  till  the 
poignard  Iiu<l  in  fact  been  plunged.  The  re- 
moval of  aliens  is  the  usual  preliminary  of 
hoHtility,  and  is  justified  by  the  invariable 
usages  of  nations.  Actual  hostility  had  un- 
happily long  been  experienced,  atui  a  formal 
declaration  of  it  the  government  had  reason 
daily  to  expect.  The  law,  therefore,  was  just 
and  palutarv,  and  no  officer  could,  with  so 
much  propriety,  be  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  it,  as  the  one  in  whom  the  Constitution 
has  reposed  the  executive  power  of  the  United 
Statf's. 

Tlie  sedition  a^t^  so  called,  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  loojiHltiture,  equally  defensible.  The 
General  Assembly  of  \  irginia,  in  their  resolve 
under  consideration,  observe,  that  when  that 
state  ]»v  its  convention  ratified  the  Fe<leral 
Constitution,  it  expressly  declared,  **  That, 
among  t)tlier  essential  rights,  the  liberty  of 
conscience  and  of  the  press  cannot  l>e  can- 
celled, abridged,  restrained,  or  modified  by 
any  authority  of  the  United  States,"  and  from 
its  extreme  anxiety  to  guard  these  rights  from 
every  possible  attack  of  sophistry  or  Ambition, 
with  other  states,  recommend  an  amendment 
for  that  purpose :  which  amendment  was,  in 
due  tiine^  annexed  to  the  Constitution ;  but 


they  did  not  eurely  expect  that  the  proceed 
ings  of  their  state  convention  were  to  expUn 
the  amendment  adopted  by  the  Union.  The 
words  of  that  amendment,  on  this  subject,  ere^ 
"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press." 

The  act  complained  of  is  no  abridgment  of 
the  freedom  ox  either.  The  genuine  liberty 
of  speech  and  the  press,  is  the  liberty  te  utter 
and  publish  the  truth ;  but  the  cunstitutioDsI 
right  of  the  citizen  to  utter  and  publi^ih  the 
truth,  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  licen- 
tiousness in  speaking  and  writing,  tliat  is  cmlj 
employed  in  propagating  falsehood  and  slan* 
der.  This  freedom  of  the  press  has  been  ex- 
plicitly secured  by  most,  if  not  all  the  state 
constitutions;  and  of  this  provision  there  hsi 
been  generally  but  one  construction  among 
enlightened  men ;  that  it  is  a  security  for  the 
rational  use  and  not  the  abuso  of  the  precs; 
of  which  the  courts  of  law,  the  juries,  and 

Eeople  will  judge ;  this  right  is  not  infringed, 
ut  confirmed  and  established  by  the  late  act 
of  Congress. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial  departments  of  government 
are  ordained  and  established ;  and  gcncrsl 
enumerated  powers  vested  in  them  respective 
ly,  including  those  which  are  prohibited  to  the 
several  states.  Certain  powers  are  granted  in 
general  terms  by  the  people  to  their  genersi 
government,  for  the  purposes  of  their  safetj 
and  protection.  The  government  is  not  only 
empowered,  but  it  is  made  their  duty  to  repd 
invasions  and  suppress  insurrections ;  to  gua- 
ranty to  the  several  states  a  republican  f.>rm 
of  government ;  to  protect  each  state  a;;uui«s 
invasion,  and,  when  applied  to,  against  d«>- 
mestic  violence ;  to  hear  and  decide  all  easei 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  Constitu- 
titm,  and  under  any  treaty  or  law  made  ia 
pursuance  thereof:  and  all  cases  of  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction,  and  relating  to  tLc 
law  of  nations.  Whenever,  therefore^  it  !»e- 
comcs  necessary  to  effect  any  of  the  objecu 
designated,  it  is  perfectly  consonant  to  all  ju»t 
rules  of  construction,  to  infer,  that  the  mmal 
means  and  powers  necessary  to  the  attainment 
of  that  object,  are  also  granted :  But  the  Con- 
stitution has  left  no  occasion  to  restart  to  ic> 
plication  for  these  powers;  it  hiis  made  an 
express  grant  of  them,  in  the  8th  section  of 
the  first  article,  which  ordains,  "That  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  fiiregomg  powers,  an«l  all 
other  powers  vested  bv  the  Constitution  in  rhc 
g:)vcrnment  of  the  Cnited  States  or  in  any 
department  or  oflicer  thereof." 

This  Constitution  has  established  a  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Unitcil  States,  but  has  manic  no 
provision  for  its  protection,  oven  against  ^^uoh 
improper  conduct  in  its  presence,  as  might 
disturo  \\A  proceedings,  unless  cxpresse<l  in 
the  section  before  recited.  But  as  no  statute 
has  been  passed  on  this  sulyeot,  this  protei> 
tion  is,  and  has  been  for  nine  years  pai^t.  uni- 
formly found  in  the  application  of  the  princi- 
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pi  OS  and  usages  of  the  common  law.  The 
tsame  protection  may  unquestionably  be  afford- 
ed by  n  statute  passed  in  virtue  of  the  befbre- 
nicnti(>iie<l  secjtion,  as  necessary  and  proper, 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested 
in  that  department.  A  construction  of  the 
difftTcnt  parts  of  the  Constitution,  perfectly 
just  and  fair,  will,  on  analoj^us  principles, 
extend  protcotion  and  security  against  the 
offfiiccs  in  question,  to  the  other  departments 
of  govcnimont,  in  discharge  of  their  respec- 
tive tru««ts. 

The  Pro^ivlent  of  the  United  States  is  bound 
by  his  i>ath  **  to  preser>*e,  protect,  and  defend 
tfie  Con!jtitution,"  and  it  is  expressly  made 
his  duty  '*  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed ;"  but  this  would  be  impractica- 
ble by  any  created  )>eing,  if  there  could  be  no 
legal  restraint  of  those  scandalous  misrepre- 
sentations of  his  measures  and  motives,  which 
directly  trnd  to  n>b  him  of  the  public  confi- 
dence. And  equally  impotent  would  be  every 
other  public  officer,  if  thus  left  to  the  mercy 
of  the  seditious. 

It  is  lioMon  to  be  a  truth  most  clear,  that 
the  imp'^rtant  trusts  before  enumerated  cannot 
be  discharged  by  the  government  to  which 
they  are  ctmimitted,  without  the  power  to  re- 
strain seditious  practices  and  unlawfal  com- 
binations against  itself,  and  to  protect  the 
officers  thereof  from  abusive  misrepresenta- 
tions. Had  the  Constitution  withheld  this 
power,  it  wouhi  have  made  the  government 
responsible  for  the  eifects  without  any  control 
over  the  causes  which  naturally  produce  them, 
and  would  have  essentiallv  faifeu  of  answering 
the  great  ends  for  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  declare,  in  the  first  clause  of 
that  instrument,  that  they  establish  the  same, 
vis :  "  To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
ourselves  and  posterity." 

Seditious  practices  and  unlawful  combina- 
tions against  the  federal  government,  or  any 
officer  thereof,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
as  well  as  licentiousness  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  wore  punishable  on  the  principles  of 
common  law  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
l^efore  the  act  in  question  was  passed.  This 
act  then  is  an  amelioration  of  that  law  in  favor 
of  the  party  accused,  as  it  mitigates  the  pun- 
ishment which  that  authorizes,  and  admits  of 
any  investigation  of  public  men  and  measures 
which  is  regulated  by  truth.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  protect  men  in  office,  only  as  they 
are  agents  of  the  people.  Its  object  is  to  afford 
legal  security  to  public  offices  and  tmstB  cre- 
ated for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  the  security  derived  from  it  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  is  their  rieht 

Tliis  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
the  existing  law  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the 
act  complained  of,  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts most  deliberately  and  firmly  believe 
results  from  a  just  and  fiul  view  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Constitution :  and  they  conaider 


that  act  to  be  wise  and  necessary,  as  an  auda- 
cious and  unprincipled  spirit  of  falsehood  and 
abuse  had  been  too  long  unremittiuj^ly  exerted 
for  the  purpose  of  perverting  public  opinion, 
and  threatened  to  undermine  and  destroy  the 
whole  fabric  of  government. 

The  legislature  further  declare,  that  in  the 
foregoing  sentiments  they  have  expressed  the 
general  opinion  of  their  constituents,  who  have 
not  only  acquiesced  without  complaint  in  those 
pasticular  measures  of  the  federal  government, 
l>ut  have  given  their  explicit  approbation  by 
re-electing  those  men  who  votea  tor  the  adop- 
tion of  them.  Nor  is  it  apprehended,  that  the 
citiiens  of  this  state  will  be  accused  of  supine- 
ness  or  of  an  indifference  to  their  constitu- 
tional rights;  for  wiiile,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
regard  with  due  vigilance  the  conduct  of  the 
government,  on  the  other,  their  freedom,  safety 
and  happiness  require,  that  they  should  de- 
fend that  government  and  its  constitutional 
measures  against  the  open  or  insidious  attacks 
of  any  fue,  whether  foreign  or  domestic. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  legislature  of  Massfr* 
chusotts  feel  a  strong  conviction,  that  the  sev- 
eral United  States  are  connected  by  a  common 
interest  which  ought  to  render  their  union 
indissoluble,  and  that  this  state  will  always 
co-operate  with  its  confederate  states  in.  ren- 
dering that  union  productive  of  mutual  secu- 
rity, freedom,  and  happiness. 

oont  down  for  concurrence. 

Samuel  PuiLirs,  President. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  13, 
1799, 
Read  and  concurred. 

Edvtard  II.  RoBDiNs,  Speaker. 
A  true  copy.        Attest, 

John  Averv,  Secretary. 

State  of  New  York. — In  Senate,  March  5, 
1799. — Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  established  for  themselves  a  free 
and  independent  national  government :  And 
whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  cxi-^^encc  of  every 
government,  that  it  have  authority  to  defend 
and  preserve  its  constituti(mal  powers  invio- 
late, inasmuch  as  every  infringement  thereof 
tends  to  its  subversion:  And  whereas  the 
judicial  power  extends  expressly  to  all  cases 
of  law  and  equity  arising  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  whereby 
the  interference  of  the  legislatures  of  the  par- 
ticular states  in  those  coses  is  manifestly  ex- 
cluded :  And  whereas  our  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness,  eminently  depend  on  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union,  m  order  to  which,  a 
reasonable  confidence  in  the  constituted  au- 
thorities and  chosen  representatives  of  the 
|>eopIe  is  indispensable :  And  whereas  every 
measure  calculated  to  weaken  that  confidence 
has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  usefulness  of 
our  public  functionaries,  and  to  excite  jeal- 
ousies equally  hostile  to  rational  liberty,  and 
the  principles  of  a  good  republican  govern- 
ment: And  whereas  the  Senate,  not  per- 
ceiving that  the  rishts  of  the  particular  states 
have  neen  violated,  nor  any  unconstitutional 
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powers  tisBiiiiied  bj  the  general  '^vemment,  lotions  of  the  legislatim  of  Kentnokr,  of  the 

cannot  forbear  to  express  the  anxiety  and  re-  10th  of  November,  1798 ;  report  as  follows:— 

grot  with  which  they  observe  the  mflammar  The  legislature  of  New  ifiunpshire,  haTiDC 

tory  and  pernicious  sentiments  and  doctrines  taken  into  consideration  certun  resoluti(»nflof 

whV'h  are  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  dated  D^ 

lef;islatures  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky — senti-  cember  21,  1798 ;  also  certain  resolutions  of 

montj}  and  doctrines,  no  less  repugnant  to  the  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  the  10th  of 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  November,  1798, — 

principles  of  their  union,  than  destructive  to  Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  New 
the  federal  govemment>,  and  unjust  to  those  Ilampshire  unequivocally  express  a  firm  reso- 
whom  the  people  have  elected  to  administer  lution  to  maintam  and  defena  the  Constitntxon 
it:  wherefore.  Resolved,  That  while  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitution  of 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  bear  unequivo-  this  state,  against  every  aggression,  eithfr 
cal  testimony  against  such  sentiments  and  foreign  or  domestic,  and  that  they  will  sujv- 
doctrinc^,  they  deem  it  a  duty  no  less  indis-  port  tlie  government  of  the  United  States  m 
pcn!«ablc,  explicitly  to  declare  their  incompe-  all  measures  warranted  by  the  former. 
tency,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislature  of  ttiis  That  the  state  legislatures  are  not  the  pro- 
state, to  supervise  the  acts  of  the  general  gov-  per  tribunals  to  determine  the  oonstitatiou- 
cniment.  ality  of  the  laws  of  the  ^neral  gOTemmcnt: 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  that  the  duty  of  such  decision  is  properly  antl 

be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  a  exclusively  confided  to  the  judicial  depart- 

copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  exccu-  ment. 

tives  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  That  if  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshiiv, 

to  the  end  that  the  some  may  be  commuui-  for  mere  speculative  purposes,  were  t4>  expre*! 

cated  to  the  legislatures  thereof.  an  opinion  on  the  acts  of  the  general  goverc- 

A  true  copy.  ment,  commonly  called  "  the  Alien  and  Scdi- 

Abx.  B.  Baucker,  Clerk.  tion  Bills,"  that  opinion  would  unreserved] v 

State  of  CoxNEcricuT.-At  a  General  A«-  li®'  ^^""^  those  acts  are  constitutional  and,  ik 

scml,ly  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  tjje  Prewnt  critical  situation  of  our  couniry. 

Hartford,  in  the  said  state,  on   the  second  hie^ily  expedient. 

Thursday  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1799,  his  ex-  „^^»^*  \^®  constitutional itv  and  expediencj- 

ocllency  the  governor  having  communicated  of  the  acts  aforesaid  have  been  vefry  ably  au- 


and  particularly  the  opposition  to  tho  -  Alien  ^*^"^r^"7  «^^*"  *"«|  acknowledged. 

and  Sedition  Acts"— aJts  which  the  Constitu-  ^^^•^^•*»  f^l'^^V  ^""'"'^  ^T"^  'V'*^  cun.*;iden:..l, 

tion  authorized;  which  the  exigency  of  the  was  unannnously  received  and  acoeptci ,  ..i.e 

country  rendered  necessary ;  which  the  con-  *»"»»'lre«l    and    tliirty-seveu    member*    hoiue 

stituted  authorities  have  enacted,  and  which  P''^^^"^* 

merit  the  entire  approbation  of  this  Assem])ly.  '^^^"*  "P  ^^^  concurrence. 

They,  therefore,  clecidedly  refuse   to  concur  ^                   '^'^^^  ^  RENtice.  ^peakcr. 

with  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  pn>motinfl^  In  Senate,  same  day,  read  and  concurred  in 

any  of  the  objects  attempted  in  the  aforesaid  unanimously. 

resolutions.  Amos  Shepard.  Presidents 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  That  his  excel-  Approve<l  June  15,  1799. 

lency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  J-  T.  Oilman.  Governvir. 

a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  go-  A  true  copy. 

vemor  of  Virginia,  that  it  may  he  communi-  Attest.  Joseph  Pearson.  Sec'ry, 

cated  to  the  legislature  of  that  state.  c„.„„    „  v„„«^. ..,      t.  ♦!  ^  ir           ri> 

n  1     •        Tu       IT  c    T>  L   J.'  J>TATE  OF  \  ERMOXT. — lu  thc  J  lousoof  Kci>re- 

Passed   m  the   House  of  Representatives   ^^„,,x:,.,_     n  *  i  ...    •>a  .      i-i^.i      ti 

unanimously.  «cnUvt.ves,    October    oO,    a.     i>     1 ,  OJ.-t  x 

^Attest,  John  C.  Smith,  Clerk.       l^T^  ^'Ttl.u^'      '^'ti""rr  ^^^^.^-^'^^^^ 
r%  J  •  ^       '       i.L  ratKm  the  resolutions  ol  the  General  AsscmlkW 

Concurred,    unanunously.    m    the    upper  ..j-yj^^j,,;^^  ^^,^,i^.^.j,,  ^.^^,,^i„  „,,.^^^^^^^^^,j^,.. 

Teste.  Sam.  Wri,Lrs,  Sec'ry.       P^'t^l f  ";rr"'T!!!:  '""'T}'''"^  "'•  V"  >''" 
*  '  -  lature  ol    this  state  for  their  c<inNuleratit<ii: 

State  of  New  IIampsiiirk. — In  the  House   whereupon, 

of  Representatives,  June  14, 1799. — The  c(mi-       Resolved,  Tliat  the  General  Assembly  cf 

mitteo  to  take  into  considerati<m  the  resolu- .  the  state  of  Vt-rnmnt  do  hi;!;hly  <li^a<fipn>\«(if 

t-iims  of  the  General   Assembly  of  Vir<;inia,  |  the  res(»lutiotis  of  the  General   As>miilily  of 

dated  December  21,  1798;  also  certain  res«>-|  the  state  cf  Virginia,  as  LteinguiuMnstitutiuiial 
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in  their  natare  and  dangerous  in  their  ten- 
dency. It  belongs  not  to  state  legislatures  to 
decide  on  the  constitutionality  or  laws  made 
by  the  general  goyemment ;  this  power  beinff 
czclusivclj  yested  in  the  judiciary  courts  of 
the  Union. 

That  his  excellency  the  soyemor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copjr  of  this  resolution 
to  the  executiye  of  Virgmia,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  General  Assembly  of  that  state ; 
and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  Ooyernor 
and  Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Saxuil  C.  Gbafts,  Clerk. 

In  Council,  October  30,  1799.— Read  and 
concurred  in  unanimously. 

Richard  Whitnit,  Sec'ry. 


Walker  Amendment. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1849,  the  Civil 
.ind  Dij)lomatio  bill  being  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Isaac  P.  Walker,  a  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  having  moved  to  that  portion  of 
the  bill  proposing  to  provide  governments 
for  the  new  territories,  the  following  amend- 
ment : — 

"  That  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States, 
in  so  far  as  the  provisions  of  the  same  may  be 
applicable  to  the  condition  of  a  territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  and  singular  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  re^^is- 
tering,  recording,  enrolling,  or  licensing  ships 
or  vessels,  and  the  entry  and  clearance  thereof, 
and  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  all  the  acts  respecting  the  imposing 
and  collecting  of  duties  on  imports,  and  aU 
acts  respecting  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  all  acts  respecting  the  pub- 
lic lands  or  the  survey  or  sale  thereof,  and  all 
and  singular  the  other  acts  of  Congress  of  a 
public  and  general  character,  and  the  pro- 
visions whereof  are  suitable  and  proper  to  be 
applied  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  acquired  from  Mexico  by  the  treaty  of 
the  2d  of  February,  1848,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  extended  over  and  given  full  force 
and  efficacy  in  all  said  territory ;  and  the  Pre- 
aident  Of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  prescribe  and  establish  all 
proper  and  needful  rules  and  regulations,  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  herein  before  referred  to, 
and  of  said  laws  in  said  territory,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  order  and  tranquillity,  and  to 
thQ  establishment  of  justice  therein,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  modify  or  change  the  said  rules 
and  regulations  in  such  a  manner  as  may  seem 
to  him  discreet  and  proper,  and  to  establish 
temporarily  such  divisions,  districts,  ports, 
offices,  and  all  arrangements  for  the  execution 
of  said  laws,  and  appoint  and  commission  such 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  administer  such 
laws  in  said  territory  for  such  term  or  terms 
■s  he  may  prescribe,  whose  authority  shall 
oontinue  until  otherwise  provided  V>y  Con- 
cress  ;  said  officers  to  receive  sach  compensa- 
tion as  the  President  may  prescribe,  not  ex- 


ceeding double  the  compensation  heretofore 
paid  to  similar  officers  of  the  United  States  or 
Its  territories  for  like  services ;  and  to  enable 
the  same  to  be  done,  the  sum  of  $200,000  be 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appr(ipriated." 

It  vras  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Teas.— Mewra.  AtrhtMm  of  Mo.,  Bell  of  Teno.,  Berrien 
of  Gu..  Borland  of  Ark.,  Butler  of  S.  G^  Daris  of  Mlw.,  Dick* 
inmn  of  N.  Y..  Dod^e  of  Iowa.  Douglas  of  111..  Dowof  of  Ia., 
Fitsgerald  of  Nlrb.,  J-lupatrkk  of  Ala.,  Foota  of  Miiv., 
Ilannefran  of  Tnd.,  Uounton  of  Texan,  Ilanter  of  Va^  Jobnmn 
of  La.,  JohnaoD  of  Ua.,  Klni?  of  Ala.,  Mangom  of  N.  C.,  HaMm 
of  Va.,  KuFk  of  Texan.  Sebaatian  of  Ark.,  StariteoD  of  Pa., 
Turner  of  Tenn..  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Walker  of  WU.,  Weitoott 
of  Fla.,  Ynlee  of  Fla^29. 

Natiu— Memrn.  Allen  of  0.,  Atberton  of  N.  II.,  Bedfcer  of 

N.  r.,  BaldwiQ  of  Oonn.,  Bradbury  uf  Me^  Briiebt  of  Tnd., 

Ckmerou  of  l*a.,  Clarke  of  R.  I.,  Corwin  of  O.,  Davis  of  Maw., 

Daytou  of  .N.  Y.,  Dlx  of  N.  Y..  Dodjte  of  Win.,  Felch  of  Mkb., 

:  Greene  of  R.  I.,  Ilnle  of  N.  II..  Hamlin  of  Me..  Jobnmn  of 

I  Mit..  Joneo  of  la..  Miller  of  N.  J  ,  Nilei  of  Oonn^  Fearre  of 

.Md.,  rheUm  of  Vt..  i^praann-  o-  Del.,  Upbam  of  Vt,  Wakf 

<  of  Del.,  Weboter  of  Maia— 27. 


The  bill  havinc;  paj«sed  as  amended,  and 

I  ))ciii^  before  the  llousc,  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  Walker  was  disagreed  to  by  yeas  and 

navs,  as  follows : — 

Yka8.— MeMrii.  Adama  of  Ky.,  Atkinaon  of  Va.,  Barringer 
of  X.  C..  Barrow  <»f  Tenn..  BJiyly  <»f  Va..  llpale  <if  Va.,  Bcd- 
Inprr  of  Va..  Hirdxall  of  N.  Y.,  Itocock  of  Va..  BotU  of  Va., 
linwdon  of  Ala..  BowUii  of  Mo.,  Boyd  of  Ky..  I)oyd<fn  of  N.  C, 
UriUiiuK  of  Ta..  Brudhcail  of  Fa.,  Cbaa.  Brown  of  Pa..  Albert  G. 
Brown  of  Mlaa.,  Buckner  of  Ky..  Burl  of  8.  C,  CaU'll  of  Fla., 
Cbapman  of  Md.,  B.  L.  Clarke  of  Ky.,  Glinfcinan  of  N.  (?.. 
Howell  Cobb  of  Gn..  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Cocke  of  Tenn..  Cri>fieM 
of  Md  ,  CrfizliT  of  Ti*nn.,  Daulel  of  N.  C,  Donnoll  of  N.  C., 
Gamett  Dnnran  of  Ky.,  AI^x.  Krana  of  Md..  Kf^itherffon  of 
Miaa.,  Ficklln  of  HI.,  Flournoy  of  Va.,  French  of  Ky..  >'u]1ou 
of  Va.,  Gaiuea  of  Kv.,  Gaylea  of  Ala..  Gentry  of  Tcun..  (itf/^rln 
of  Va.,  Gnwn  of  Mo.,  Willard  P.  Hall  of  Mo..  Haralson  of 
Ga..  Ilarmanwn  of  La..  Harria  of  Ala..  Ilaakell  of  Tenn..  Hi>I 
of  Tenn..  lliJlard  of  Ala.,  Iiwac  £.  Holmea  of  £i.  (\,  Geo  S. 
Houston  of  Ala.,  Jno.  W.  Ifouaton  of  Del.,  \n%K'  of  Ala..  0.  .7. 
Infj^rmll  of  Fa.,  iTemnn  of  Ga.,  Jameson  of  Mo.,  Andrew 
•lohnsou  of  Tenn.,  R.  W.  Johnson  of  Ark..  GtHi.  W.  Jnnea  of 
Tenn.,  Jno.  W.  Jones  of  Ga.,  Kaufman  of  Texaa,  Ki>nnou  of 
C  Th09.  B.  Y^Xi^  of  Ga..  La  Sere  of  La.,  I<*'fHer  of  la..  licv^n 
of  Fa.,  Llffon  of  Md.,  Lumpkin  of  Ga.,  McClemand  of  .^^f-h., 
McDowell  of  Va.,  McKav  of  N.  C,  McLanc  of  .Md.,  McQueen 
of  S.  C^  Sleade  of  Va.,  Morehead  of  Ky..  Morse  of  La.,  Outlaw 
of  N.  0.,  Pendleton  of  Va.,  Peyton  of  Ky.,  Pbelpi*  of  Mo.. 
HNbury  of  Texaa,  Preston  of  Va^  Rbett  of  S.  C,  Bichardaou 
of  111..  Boman  of  Md..  Sawyer  of  O.,  Sbepperd  of  N.C.  Simpi<>on 
of  S.  C  Stanton  of  Tenn..  Stephens  of  Ga.,  Tliibodeaux  of  Ijaj^ 
Tbomaaof  Tenn..  Jacob  Hiompaon  of  Miw.,  Jno.  B.  TbompaoB 
of  Ky.,  Robt.  A.  Tbompaon  of  Va..  Tompkini*  of  M  Lw.,  Tooroba 
of  (Ja.,  Venable  of  N.  C,  Williams  of  Me.,  Woodward  of  8.  C 
—100. 

Nat». — Meamrs.  Abbott  of  Maas.,  Aahmun  of  Masa..  Belcher 
of  Me.,  Bingham  of  Mich.,  Blarkmar  of  N.  Y..  Bra<iy  of 
Fa..  Butler  of  Pa.,  Canby  of  O.,  Oathrart  of  Ind.,  Collamer 
of  Vt.,  Collins  of  N.  Y.,  Conger  of  N.  Y.,  Cranaton  of  R.  L, 
Crowell  of  0..  Cummina  of  0^  Darllni;  of  Wia.,  Dickey  of 
Pa..  Di.xon  of  Conn.,  Duer  of  N.  Y.,  Dunn  of  Ind..  Kekert 
of  i>a ,  KdraJl  of  N.  J.,  Edwarda  of  O.,  Kmbree  of  lud..  Na- 
than Evans  of  0.,  Faran  of  0.,  Farrelly  of  Fa..  Fisher  of  0., 
Frvwlley  of  Pa.,  Friea  of  0.,  Glddinjra  of  O.,  Gott  of  N.  Y  . 
Greeley  of  N.  Y-  Gregory  of  N.  J..  Grinnell  of  Maas..  Hale 
of  MaFS.,  N.  K.  Hall  of  N.  Y..  Hammons  of  Me..  Jam«ic  (i. 
Hampton  of  N.  J..  HenSt-y  of  Ind.,  Hi-nry  of  Vt..  KHn»  B. 
Holmes  of  N.  Y.,  Hubhanl  of  Conn..  Hudson  of  Mn»:'«..  Hunt 
of  N.  Y..  Jenkins  of  N.  Y..  James  H.  Johnson  of  N.  H..  Kel- 
lo)rK  of  N.  Y.,  Daniel  P.  King  of  Mara..  Lahm  of  O..  Wm. 
T.  Lawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Sidney  Ijiwn^nce  of  N.  Y..  Lincoln  of 
HI..  Lord  of  N.  Y.,  Lynde  of  Wis..  McClelland  of  Mich..  Me- 
I  Ilvaiii  of  Fa.,  Job  Mann  of  l*a..  Horace  Mann  of  Mnf*., 
■  Mnrah  of  Vt,  Margin  of  N.  Y.,  »Uller^>f  O..  .MorHs  of  r».. 
Mullin.  Murphy  of  N.  Y.,  NeUon  of  N.  Y..  Nea  of  I'a..  New- 
ell of  N.  J..  Nieoll  of  N.  Y.,  l*alfr«7  of  Masa..  K'a»lce  of  N. 
H.,  Peck  of  VL,  Petrie  of  N.  Y.,  Peltit  of  hid.,  Pollnrk  «tf 
Fa.,  I>utnam  of  N.  Y.,  Reynolds  of  N.  Y..  Kfehey  of  O^  Ri>> 
binaon  of  Ind.,  JttUos  Roekwdl  nf  Maaa..  John  A.  Buckweil 
of  Conn^  Rose  of  N.  Y.,  Hoot  of  0.,  Kumaey  of  N.  Y.,  .*^^t. 
John  of  N.  Y.,  Schenek  of  0..  Sherrill  of  N.  Y..  SIlTeMer  of 
N.  Y.,  Sllngerland  of  N.  Y.,  Smart  of  Mi*..  Oaleli  B.  ^mfth 
I  of  Ind.,  Kobart  Smith  of  UL,  Trunum  Smltb  of  Gunn..  Stark- 
1  weather  of  N.  T.,  Aadfrir  BItwart  of  Fa.,  Gtauks  K  iH«w 
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art  of  Mkh.,  Strolim  of  Plk,  Strong  of  Pil,  Tbllmdgo  of  N. 
Y^  Taylor  of  0^  Jamea  Thompaon  of  Pa^  Rkhard  W. 
Thompnon  of  Ind.,  William  ThompaoD  of  la.,  Tharaton  of 
K.  I.,  Tuck  of  N.  II.,  Turner  of  lU.,  Tan  Drko  of  N.  J., 
Vloton  of  0^  Warran  of  N.  Y.,  Wentworth  of  111.,  White  of 
N.  Y„  Wick  of  Ind.,  WUey  of  Me.,  Wilmot  of  Pa.,  Wilaon 
of  N.U.-1U. 

The  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment, 
end  the  bill  became  a  law  without  it. 


Washington,  George. 

Farewell  Address  of,  to  the  People  of 
THE  United  States,  Sept.  17»  1796. 

Friends  and  Fellow-citizens  : — 

The  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  oitisen 
to  admmister  the  ezecntive  govemment  of 
ihe  United  States  being  not  far  distant,  and 
the  time  actually  arrived  when  your  thoughts 
must  he  employed  in  designating  the  person 
who  is  to  oe  clothed  with  that  important 
trust,  it  appears  to  me  proper,  especially  as 
it  may  conduce  to  a  more  distinct  expression 
of  the  public  voice,  that  I  should  now  apprise 
vou  of  the  resolution  I  have  formed  to  decline 
being  considered  amone  the  number  of  those 
out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made.  I  beg 
vou,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me  the  justice  to 
DC  assured  that  this  resolution  has  not  been 
taVen  without  a  strict  regard  to  all  the  con- 
siderations appertaining  to  the  relation  which 
binds  a  dutiful  citizen  to  his  country;  and 
that  in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  service, 
which  silence,  in  my  situation,  might  implv, 
I  am  influenced  by  no  diminution  of  zeal  for 
your  future  interests ;  no  deficiency  of  grate- 
lul  respect  of  your  past  kindness ;  but  am 
supported  by  a  full  conviction  that  the  stop 
is  compatible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  hither- 
to in,  the  office  to  which  your  suffrages  have 
twice  called  me,  have  been  a  uniform  sacrifice 
of  inclination  to  the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a 
deference  for  what  appeared  to  be  your  desire. 
1  constantly  hoped  that  it  would  have  been 
much  earlier  in  my  power,  consistently  with 
motives  which  I  wa.s  not  at  libertv  to  disrc* 

fird,  to  return  to  that  retirement  from  which 
had  boon  reluctantly  drawn.  The  strength 
of  my  inclination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the 
last  election,  had  even  led  to  the  preparation 
of  an  address  to  declare  it  to  you  ;  but  mature 
reflection  on  the  then  perplexed  and  critical 
posture  of  our  afiairs  with  foreign  nations, 
and  the  unanimous  advice  of  persons  entitled 
to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  to  abandon  the 
idea. 

I  rejoice  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  ex- 
ternal as  well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders 
the  pursuit  of  inclination  incompatible  with 
the  sentiment  (^f  duty  or  propriety ;  and  am 
persuaded,  whatever  partiality  may  be  re- 
tained for  my  services,  that,  in  the  present 
ciroumstanccs  of  our  country,  you  will  not 
disapprove  my  determination  to  retire. 

The  impressions  with  which  I  first  under- 
took the  arduous  trust  were  explained  on  the 
proper  occasion.  In  the  discnarge  of  this 
trusty  I  will  only  say,  tiiat  I  have  with  good 


intentions  oontrilmted  towards  the  orjgunt 
tion  and  administradon  of  tlie  govomment  the 
best  exertions  of  which  a  very  fallible  jadg> 
ment  was  capable.  Not  unconscious  in  the 
outset  of  the  inferiority  of  my  qualificatioms 
experience,  in  my  own  eyes — perhaps  still 
more  in  the  eyes  of  others— has  strengthened 
the  motives  to  diffidence  of  myself ;  and  every 
day  the  increasing  weight  of  years  admon- 
ishes me,  more  and  more,  that  the  abode  of 
retirement  is  as  necessary  to  me  as  it  will  be 
welcome.  Satisfied  that  if  any  circumstances 
have  given  peculiar  value  to  my  services,  they 
were  temporary,  I  have  the  consolation  to  be- 
lieve that,  while  choice  and  prudence  invite 
me  to  quit  the  political  scene,  patriotism  does 
not  foroid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  u 
intended  to  terminate  the  career  of  my  paUie 
life,  my  feelings  do  not  permit  me  to  suspend 
the  deep  acknowledgment  of  that  debt  of  grati* 
tude  which  I  owe  to  my  beloved  oountrj  for  the 
many  honors  it  has  conferred  upon  me ;  still 
more  for  the  steadfast  confidence  with  which 
it  has  supported  me ;  and  for  the  opportuni- 
ties I  have  thence  enjoyed  of  manifesting  my 
inviolable  attachment,  by  services  faithfuTand 
persevering,  though  in  usefulness  unequal  to 
iny  zeal.     If  benefits  have  resulted   to  oar 
country  from  these  services,  let  it  always  be 
remembered  to  your  praise,  and  as  an  ins'truot- 
ive  example  in  our  annals,  that,  under  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  passions,  asitated  in 
every  direction,  were  liable  to  mislead ;  amidsl 
appearances  sometimes  dubious,  vicissitudes 
of  fv)rtune  often  discouraging ;  in  situations 
in  which,  not  unfrequeutly,  want  of  succew 
has  countenanced  the  spirit  of  criticism, — tlie 
constancy  of  your  support  was  the  essential 
prop  of  the  efforts,  and  a  guarantee  of  tlie 
plans,   by   which  they  were   effected.     Pro- 
foundly  penetrated   with  this   idea,   I  shall 
carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  strong  in- 
citement to  unceasing  vows,  that  Heaven  may 
continue  to  you  the  choicest  tokens  of  its  be- 
neficence ;    that  your    union  and   brotherly 
aflection   may   be  perpetual ;    that   the   fr«« 
Constitution,  which  is  the  work  of  your  hands, 
may  be  sacredly  maintained  ;  that  its  admin- 
istration, in  every  department,  may  \)e  stamped 
with  wisdom  and  virtue ;  that,  in  tine,  the  ha|>- 
pincfls  of  the  people  of  these  states,  under  the 
auspices  of  liberty,  may  be  made  complete,  bv 
so  careful  a  preservation  and  so  prudent  a  une 
of  this  blessing  as  will  acquire  to  tliem  tlie 
glory  of  recommending  it  to  the  applause, 
the  affection,  and  the  adopti(m  of  every  nation 
which  is  yet  a  stranger  to  it. 

Hero,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop ;  but  a  soli- 
citude for  your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but 
with  my  life,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger 
natural  to  that  solicitude,  urge  me,  on  an  oc- 
casion like  the  present,  to  offer  to  your  scdemn 
contemplation,  and  to  recommend  to  your  fre- 
quent review,  some  sentiments,  which  are  tfaus 
result  of  much  reflection,  of  no  inconsiderable 
observation,  and  which  appear  to  me  all-im- 
portant to  the  permanency  of  your  felici^  m 
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a  people.  These  will  be  aflbrded  to  yon  with 
the  more  freedom,  as  you  con  only  see  in  ihem 
the  disinterested  warnings  of  a  parting  friend, 
who  can  possibly  have  no  personal  motive  to 
bias  his  counsel ;  nor  can  I  forget,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  it,  your  indulgent  reception 
of  my  sentiments  on  a  former  and  not  dissimi- 
lar occasion. 

Jnterw(»ven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with 
every  ligament  i>f  your  hearts,  no  recommend- 
ation of  mine  is  necessary  to  fbrtify  or  confirm 
the  attachment. 

The  unity  of  eovemment  which  constitutes 
you  one  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  It  is 
justly  so ;  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice 
of  your  real  independence — the  support  of 
your  tranquillity  at  home,  your  peace  abroad, 
of  your  safety,  of  your  prosperity,  of  that  very 
liberty  which  you  so  highly  priie.  But  as  it 
is  easy  to  foresee  that,  from  different  causes 
and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains  will 
be  taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken 
in  your  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth ;  as 
this  is  the  point  in  your  political  fortress 
against  whicn  the  batteries  of  internal  and 
external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and 
actively  (though  often  covertly  and  insidi- 
ously) directed, — it  is  of  infinite  moment  that 
you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense 
value  of  your  national  union  to  your  collective 
and  individual  happiness ;  that  you  should 
cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable 
attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourselves  to 
think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of 
your  political  safety  and  prosperity ;  watohing 
tt>r  its  preserx'ation  with  jealous  anxiety ;  dis- 
countenancing whatever  may  suggest  even  a 
suspicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  aban- 
doned; and  indignantly  frownins  upon  the 
first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  luienate  any 
nortion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  en- 
feeble the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together 
the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  ererj  inducement  of  sym- 
pathy and  interest.  Cfitisens,  by  birth  or 
choice,  of  a  common  country,  that  country  has 
a  right  to  concentrate  your  affections.  The 
name  of  American,  which  belongs  to  you  in 
^^r  national  capacity,  must  always  exalt  the 
just  pride  of  patriotism,  more  than  appella- 
tions derived  from  local  discriminations.  With 
sli^t  shades  of  difference,  you  have  the  same 
rehgion,  manners,  habits,  and  political  prin- 
ciples. You  have,  in  a  common  cause,  fought 
and  triumphed  together;  the  independence 
and  liberty  you  possess  are  the  work  of  joint 
counsels  and  joint  efforts,  of  common  duigers, 
■niferings,  and  successes.  But  these  conside- 
rations, however  powerfully  they  address 
themselves  to  your  sensibility,  ai%  generally 
outweighed  by  those  which  apply  more  imme- 
diately to  your  interest ;  here  every  portion 
of  oar  country  finds  the  most  commanding 
motiyes  for  carefully  euarding  and  preserving 
the  anion  of  the  whok. 

The  North,  in  an  anrestrained  intercourse 
jrith  the  South,  protected  by  the  equal  laws 
of  ft  oominoiii  floyenunon^  ftodB.  in  the  ino- 
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daotions  of  the  latter,  great  additional  re- 
sources of  maritime  and  commercial  enterprise^ 
and  precious  materials  of  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. The  South,  in  the  same  intercourse 
benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the  North,  sees  ita 
apiculture  grow,  and  its  commerce  expanded, 
luming  partly  into  its  own  channels  the  sea- 
men of  the  North,  it  finds  its  particular  navi- 
^tion  invigorated ;  and  while  it  contributes, 
'  in  diffierent  ways,  to  nourish  and  increase  the 
general  mass  of  the  national  navigation,  it 
looks  forward  to  the  protection  of  a  maritime 
strength  to  which  itself  is  unequally  adapted. 
The  East,  in  like  intercourse  with  the  West, 
already  finds,  and  in  the  progressive  improve- 
ment of  interior  communication,  by  land  and 
water,  will  more  and  more  find,  a  valuable 
vent  for  the  commodities  which  each  brings 
from  abroad,  or  manufactures  at  home.  The 
West  derives  from  the  East  supplies  requisite 
to  its  growth  or  comfort,  and  what  is  perhaps 
of  stillgreater  consequence,  it  must,  of  neces" 
sity,  owe  the  secure  enjoyment  of  indispen- 
sable outlets  for  its  own  productions,  to  the 
weight,  influence,  and  the  maritime  strength 
of  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  Union,  directed  t>y 
an  indissoluble  community  of  intereste  as  one 
nation.  Any  other  tenure  by  which  the  West 
can  hold  this  essential  advantage,  whether 
derived  from  its  own  separate  strength,  or 
from  an  apostate  and  unnatural  connexion 
with  any  fureign  power,  must  be  intrinsically 
precarious. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our  country  thus 
feels  an  immediate  and  particular  interest  in 
union,  all  the  parte  combined  cannot  fail  to 
find,  in  the  united  mass  of  means  and  efforts, 
greater  strength,  ^ator  resource,  proportion- 
ably  greater  security  from  external  danger,  a 
less  frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  by 
foreign  nations;  and  what  is  of  inestimable 
value,  tliey  must  derive  from  union  an  exemp- 
tion from  those  broils  and  wars  between  them* 
semselves,  which  sd  fre€|uently  afflict  neigh- 
boring countries,  not  tied  together  by  uie 
same  government ;  which  their  own  rivalship 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  produce,  but  which 
opposite  foreign  alliances,  attochmente,  and 
intrigues,  would  stimulate  and  embitter. 
Hence,  likewise,  they  will  avoid  the  necessity 
of  those  overgrown  military  establishments, 
which,  under  any  form  of  government,  are  in« 
auspicious  to  liberty,  and  which  are  to  be 
regarded  as  particularly  hostile  to  republican 
liberty ;  in  this  sense  it  is  that  your  union 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  main  prop  of  your 
liberty,  and  that  the  love  of  one  ought  to  en- 
dear to  you  the  preservation  of  the  other. 

These  considerations  speak  a  persuasive 
language  to  every  reflecting  ana  virtuous 
mind,  and  exhibit  the  continuance  of  the 
Union  as  a  primary  object  of  patriotic  desire. 
Is  there  a  doubt,  whether  a  common  govern' 
ment  can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere?  Let 
experience  solve  it.  To  listen  to  mere  specnii- 
lation,  in  such  a  case,  were  oriminaL  We  an 
aothorixed  to  ho^  that  a  proper  wynifatiim 
of  the  whole,  with  the  aoulinrj  HBanor  <^ 
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I^Terameiitp  for  the  n0p6ciave  sabdiTinons, 
will  afford  a  happy  inaae  to  the  ezperimeni. 
It  is  well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experiment. 
With  snch  powerfal  and  obvious  motives  to 
Union,  affboting  all  parts  of  our  country,  while 
experience  shut  not  have  demonstrated  its 
impracticability,  there  will  always  be  reason 
to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who,  in 
any  quarter,  may  endeavor  to  weaken  its 
bands. 

In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may 
disturb  our  Union,  it  occurs  as  a  matter  of 
serious  concern,  that  any  ground  should  have 
been  furnished  for  characterizing  parties  by 
geographical  discriminations — Northern  and 
Southern — Atlantic  and  Western :  whence  de- 
signing men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief 
that  there  is  a  reid  difference  of  local  interests 
and  views.  One  of  the  expedients  of  part^  to 
acquire  influence  within  particular  districts, 
is  to  misrepresent  the  opmions  and  aims  of 
other  districts.  You  cannot  shield  yourselves 
too  much  against  the  jealousies  and  heart- 
burnings which  spring  from  these  misrepre- 
sentations ;  they  tend  to  render  alien  to  each 
other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together 
by  paternal  affection.  The  inhabitants  of  our 
Western  country  have  lately  had  a  useful  les- 
son on  this  head ;  they  have  seen  in  the  nego- 
tiation b^  the  executive,  and  in  the  unanimous 
ratification  by  the  Senate,  of  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  and  in  the  universal  satisfaction  at 
that  event  throughout  the  United  States,  a 
decisive  proof  how  unfounded  wore  the  suspi- 
cions propagated  among  them,  of  a  policy  in 
the  general  government,  and  in  the  Atlantic 
States,  unfriendly  to  their -in tcreRts  in  regard 
to  the  Misnissipni — that  with  Great  Britain, 
and  that  with  ^pain.  which  secure  to  them 
evervthing  they  could  desire  in  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations,  towards  confirming  their 
prosperity.  Will  it  not  he  their  wisdom  to 
rely  for  the  preservation  of  these  advantages 
on  the  Union  by  which  they  were  procured  ? 
Will  they  not  henceforth  be  deaf  to  those  ad- 
visers, if  such  there  are,  who  would  sever 
them  from  their  brethren,  and  connect  them 
with  aliens  ? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your 
Union  a  government  of  the  whole  is  indispens- 
able. No  alliance,  however  strict  between 
the  parties,  can  be  an  adequate  substitute; 
they  must  inevitably  experience  the  infractions 
and  interruptions  which  all  alliances,  in  all 
time,  have  experienced.  Sensible  of  this 
momentous  truth,  you  have  improved  upon 
your  first  essay,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Consti- 
tution of  government,  better  calculated  than 
your  former  for  an  intimate  union,  and  for 
the  efficacious  nmnagomont  of  your  common 
concerns.  This  government,  the  offspring  of 
our  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  unawed — 
adopted  upon  full  investigaticm  and  mature 
deliberation,  completely  free  in  its  principles, 
in  tlie  distribution  of  its  powers — uniting 
security  with  ener«i^,  and  containing  within 
itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment,  has 
a  just  claim  to  your  confidence  and  your  sup- 


port Respeet  f»  iti  antborilgrf  eompIiaiMe 
with  its  laws,  acquiesoenoe  in  its  memnirei, 
are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fondamenial 
maxims  of  true  liberty.  The  basis  of  our 
political  systems  is  the  ri^hfc  of  the  people  to 
make  and  to  alter  their  Constitations  of 
government;  but  the  Constitation  which  at 
any  time  exists,  till  changed  by  an  explicit 
and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  peopiei  is 
sacredly  obligatory  upon  all.  The  very  idea 
of  the  power  and  right  of  the  people  to  estab- 
lish government,  presupposes  the  duty  of 
every  mdividual  to  obey  the  established  govern* 
ment. 

All  obstructions  to  the  execntion  of  laws, 
all  combinations  and  associations  under  whafr 
ever  plausible  character,  with  the  real  desiga 
to  direct,  control,  counteract,  or  awe  the  regu- 
lar deliberation  and  action  of  the  constituted 
authorities,  are  destructive  to  this  fandamentsl 
principle,  and  of  fatal  tendency.  They  serve 
to  organize  faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial 
and  extraordinary  force,  to  put  in  the  {tlace  of 
the  delegateil  will  of  the  nation,  the  will  of  a 
party,  of^en  a  small  but  artful  and  enterpris- 
ing minority  of  the  community ;  and,  according 
to  the  alteniate  triumphs  of  different  parties, 
to  make  the  public  administration  the  mirror 
of  the  ill-concerted  and  incongruftus  projects 
of  fashion,  rather  than  the  organ  of  consistent 
and  wholesome  plans,  digested  by  common 
counsels  and  modified  by  mutual  interests. 

However  combinations  or  associations  of  the 
above  description  may  now  and  then  answer 
popular  ends,  they  are  likely,  in  the  course  of 
time  and  things,  to  become  potent  engines,  by 
which  cunning,  ambitious,  and  unprincipleu 
men  will  Ikj  enabled  to  subvert  the  power  of 
the  people,  and  to  usurp  for  themselves  the 
reins  of  government ;  destroying,  afterwards, 
the  very  engines  which  had  lifted  them  to  un- 
just dominion. 

Towards  the  preservation  of  your  govern- 
ment, and  the  permanency  of  your  present 
happy  state,  it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you 
steadily  discountennnccirregular  on  pd^itions  to 
its  acknowledged  authority,  but  also  that  you 
resist  with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation  upon 
its  principles,  however  specious  the  pretexts. 
One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  effect,  in  the 
forms  of  the  Constitution,  alterations  which 
will  impair  the  energy  of  the  system,  and  thac 
to  undermine  what  cannot  bo  directly  over- 
thrown. In  all  the  changes  to  which  you  may 
be  invite<l,  remember  that  time  and  habit  are 
at  least  as  necessary  to  fix  the  true  character 
of  governments  as  of  other  human  institu- 
tions ;  that  experience  is  the  suroi^t  standard 
by  which  to  test  the  real  tendency  of  the  e36- 
isting  constitution  of  a  country  ;  that  facility 
in  changes,  upon  the  credit  of  mere  hyjv it heii^ 
and  opinion,  exp4)ses  to  perpotu.'\l  chaiigf. 
from  the  endloss  variety  of  liv]>othe!ii?  auJ 
opinion ;  and  remember,  especmlly.  that  fvr 
the  efficient  maiingcment  of  yimr  common  in- 
terests, in  a  country  so  extensive  as  »'ur^.  a 
government  of  as  much  vigor  ns  iti  c*onsi»tent 
with  the  perfect  security  of  liberty  is  indit- 


WASniXGTON,  GBOROS. 


676 


penfifthle.  Liberty  itself  will  find  in  saeh  a 
gr)\'crnment,  with  powers  properly  distributed 
and  adjusted,  its  surest  guardian.  It  is, 
indeed,  little  else  than  a  name,  where  the  gov^ 
ernniont  is  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  enter- 
priHC  of  faction,  to  confine  each  member  of 
tho  society  within  the  limits  proscribed  by  the 
lawR,  ana  to  maintain  all  in  the  secure  and 
tranqail  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  person  and 
property. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger 
of  parties  in  the  state  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  founding  of  tliem  on  geographical 
discriminations.  I^t  me  now  take  a  more 
comprchensire  view,  and  warn  you,  in  the 
raosr  Holomn  manner,  against  the  baneful 
cfi*!'*-*. '  of  the  spirit  of  party  generally. 

This  spirit,  unfortunately,  is  inseparable 
fh)m  our  nature,  having  its  root  in  the 
strongest  passions  of  the  human  mind.  It 
exists  under  different  shapes  in  all  govem- 
nents,  more  or  less  stifled,  controlled,  or  re- 
pre»se<l ;  but  in  those  of  the  popular  form  it 
IS  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  is  truly 
their  worst  enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over 
another,  sharpened  by  the  spirit  of  revenge, 
natural  to  party  dissensions,  which,  in  differ- 
ent aj^fl  and  countries,  has  perpetrated  the 
mf>8t  horrid  enormities,  is  itself^  a  frightful 
despotism.  But  this  leads,  at  length,  to  a 
more  formal  and  permanent  despotism.  The 
disorders  and  miseries  which  result,  gnidually 
incline  the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security  anU 
repoUe  in  the  absolute  power  of  an  individual ; 
and  sooner  or  later,  the  chief  of  some  prevail- 
ing fiiction,  more  able  or  more  fortunate  than 
his  competitors,  turns  this  disposition  to  the 
purposes  of  his  own  elevation  on  the  ruins  of 
public  liberty. 

Without  U)oking  forward  to  an  extremity  of 
this  kind  (which,  neverthelej^s,  ought  no*t  to 
be  entirely  out  of  sicht),  the  common  and  con- 
tinual mischiefs  of  the  spirit  of  party  are 
nifBcient  to  make  it  the  interest  and  duty  of 
a  wise  people  to  discourage  and  restrain  it. 

It  serves  alwavs  to  distract  the  public  coun- 
cils, and  enfeeble  the  public  administration. 
It  agitates  the  community  with  ill-founded 
jealousies  and  false  alarms ;  kindles  the  ani- 
mo^itv  of  one  part  a^inst  another ;  foments, 
occa^iionally,  not  and  insurrection.  It  opens 
the  doi^r  to  forei;ipri  influence  and  corruption, 
which  find  a  facilitated  access  to  the  govern- 
ment itself,  through  the  channels  of  party  pas- 
Btonn.  Thus  the  policy  and  the  will  of  one 
Country  are  subjected  to  the  policy  and  will 
of  another. 

There  is  an  ontnion  that  parties,  in  free 
eonntrics,  are  useful  checks  upon  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  government,  and  serve  to  keep 
alive  the  spirit  of  liberty.  This,  within  oer^ 
tain  Iiuilt!4,  is  probably  true;  and  in  govem- 
nicnt<«  of  a  monarchical  cast,  patriotism  may 
look  with  indulgence,  if  not  with  favor,  upon 
the  spirit  of  party.  But  in  those  of  the  popu- 
lar cnanictcr,  in  governments  purely  elective. 
It  is  a  spirit  not  to  be  encouraeed.  From  Uieir 
natural  tendency,  it  is  certain  were  will  always 


J  be  enough  of  that  spirit  for  every  salutary  pur- 
.  poee.  jSid  there  being  constant  danger  of^ez- 
<  cess,  the  effort  ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public 
opinion,  to  miti^te  and  assuage  it.  A  fire  not 
to  be  quenched,  it  demands  a  uniform  vigiUnce 
to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a  flame,  lest^  in- 
stead of  wanning,  it  should  consume. 

It  is  important  likewise,  that  the  habits  of 
thinking,  m  a  free  eountry,  should  inspire 
caution  m  those  intrusted  with  its  administra- 
tion, to  confine  themselves  within  their  re* 
spective  constitutional  spheres,  avmding,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  one  department 
to  encroach  upon  another.  The  spirit  of 
encroachment  tends  to  consolidate  the  powers 
of  all  the  departments  in  one,  and  tnus  to 
create,  whatever  the  form  of  government,  a 
real  despotism.  A  just  estimate  of  that  love 
of  power,  and  proneness  to  abuse  it,  which 
predominates  in  the  human  heart,  is  snfiioient 
to  satisfy  us  nf  the  truth  of  this  position. 

The  necessitv  of  reciprocal  cnecks  in  the 
exercise  of  pofitical  power,  by  dividing  and 
distributing  it  into  different  depositories,  and 
constituting  each  the  guardian  of  the  public 
weal,  against  invasions  by  the  others,  has 
been  evinced  by  experiments,  ancient  and 
modern ;  some  of  them  in  our  own  country, 
and  under  our  own  eyes.  To  preserve  them 
must  be  as  necessary  as  to  institute  them. 
If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  distribu- 
ti(m  or  modification  of  the  ctmstitutional 
powers  be,  in  any  particular,  wrong,  let  it  be 
corrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which 
the  Constitution  designates.  But  lot  there  be 
no  change  by  usurpation ;  for  tliough  this,  in 
<me  instance,  may  be  the  instrument  of  good, 
it  is  the  ^customary  weapon  bv  which  free 
governments  are  destroyed.  The  precedent 
must  always  greatly  overbalance,  m  perma- 
nent evil,  any  partial  or  transient  oenefii 
which  the  use  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which 
lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion  and 
morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain 
would  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriot- 
ism, who  should  labor  to  subvert  these  great 
pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  props 
of  the  duties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere 
politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought 
to  respect  and  to  cherish  tnem.  A  volume 
could  not  trace  all  their  connexions  with  pri- 
vate and  public  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be 
asked,  where  is  the  security  for  property,  for 
reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religions 
obligation  desert  the  oaths  which  are  the 
instruments  of  investigadon  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice? And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the 
supposition,  that  morality  can  be  maintained 
without  religion .  Whatever  may  be  conceded 
to  the  influence  of  refined  education  on  minds 
of  peculiar  structure,  reason  and  experience 
botn  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality 
can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  prin- 
ciples. It  is  substantially  true,  that  virtue  or 
morality  is  a  necessary  suring  of  popular 
government.  The  rule,  indeed,  extends  with 
more  or  less  force  to  every  speeias  of  free 
government.    Who^  thai  \a  ^  wa!Q«i%tnRSb^>» 
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it,  can  look  with  indifferenoe  opon  attempts  to 
shake  the  foandation  of  the  faoric? 

Promote  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance, institutions  for  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  structure 
of  a  government  gives  force  to  public  opinion, 
it  is  essential  that  public  opinion  should  be 
enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and 
security,  cherisn  public  credit  One  method 
of  preserving  it  is  to  use  it  as  sparingly  as 
possible,  avoiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cul- 
tivating peace,  but  remembering  also  that 
timely  disbursements  to  prepare  for  danger 
frequently  prevent  much  j^reater  disburse- 
ments to  repel  it ;  avoiding,  likewise,  the  accu- 
mulation 01  debt,  not  only  by  shunning  occa- 
sions of  expense,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  in 
time  of  peace  to  discluurge  the  debts  which 
unavoidable  wars  may  have  occasioned;  not 
ungenerously  throwing  upon  posterity  the 
burden  which  we  ourselves  ought  to  bear. 
The  execution  of  these  maxims  belongs  to 
your  representatives,  but  it  is  necessary  that 
public  opinion  should  co-operate.  To  facilitate 
to  them  the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  is 
essential  that  you  should  practically  bear  in 
mind,  that  towards  the  payments  of  debts 
there  must  be  revenues ;  tnat  to  have  revenue 
there  must  be  taxes ;  that  no  taxes  can  be 
devised,  which  are  not  more  or  less  inconve- 
nient and  unpleasant ;  that  the  intrinsic  em- 
>)arra9sment  inseparable  from  the  selection  of 
the  proper  objects  (which  is  always  a  choice 
of  difficulties)  ought  to  be  a  decisive  moment 
for  a  candid  construction  of  the  conduct  of 
the  government  in  making  it,  and  for  a  spirit 
of  auquicscence  in  the  measure  for  obtaining 
revenue,  which  the  public  exigencies  may  at 
any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all 
nations;  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with 
all ;  religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct: 
and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does  not  equally 
enjoin  it?  It  will  be  worthy  of  a  free, 
enlightened,  and  at  no  distant  period  a  great 
nation,  to  give  to  mankind  the  magnanimous 
and  too  novel  example  of  a  people  always 
guided  by  an  exalted  justice  ana  benevolence. 
Who  can  doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  tihie  and 
things,  the  fruits  of  such  a  plan  would  richly 
repay  any  temporary  advantages  which  might 
)>e  lost  by  a  steady  adherence  to  it?  Can  it 
be  that  Providence  has  not  connected  the  per- 
manent felicity  of  a  nation  with  its  virtue  ? 
The  experiment,  at  least,  is  recommended 
by  every  sentiment  which  ennobles  human 
nature.  Alas!  is  it  rendered  impossible  by 
its  vices  ? 

In  tlie  execution  of  such  a  plan,  nothing  is 
more  essential  than  that  permanent,  invete- 
rate antipathies  against  particular  nations,, 
and  passionate  attachments  for  others,  should 
be  excluded :  and  that  in  place  of  them,  just 
and  amicable  feelings  towards  sdl  should  be 
oaltivated.  The  nation  which  indulges  to- 
wards another  an  habitual  hatred,  or  an  ha- 
bitual fondness,  is,  in  some  degree,  a  slave.  It 


is  a  slave  to  its  animosity  or  to  its  affection ; 
either  of  which  is  sufficient  to  lead  it  astray 
from  its  duty  and  its  interest  Antipathy  in 
one  nation  against  another,  disposes  each  more 
readily  to  offer  insult  and  ii^ury,  to  lay  hold 
of  slight  causes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be  haughty 
and  un tractable,  when  accidental  or  trifling 
occasions  of  di**pute  occur.  Hence  frequent 
collisions,  obstinate,  envenomed,  and  bloody 
contests.  The  nation,  prompted  by  ill-will 
and  resentment,  sometimes  impels  to  war  tfia 
government,  contrary  to  the  best  calculatiooi 
of  policy.  The  government  sometimes  parti- 
cipates m  the  national  propensity,  and  aaopts, 
through  passion,  what  reason  would  reject ; 
at  other  times  it  makes  the  animosity  of  the 
nation  subservient  to  projects  of  hostifi^, 
instigated  by  pride,  ambition,  and  other  sinis- 
ter and  pernicious  motives.  The  peace  often, 
sometimes  perhaps  the  liberty,  of  nations  has 
been  the  victim. 

So  likewise  a  passionate  attachment  of  ons 
nation  to  another  produces  a  variety  of  evils. 
Sympathy  for  tHo  favorite  nation,  facilitatiiig 
the  illusion  of  an  imaginary  common  interest, 
in  cases  where  no  real  common  interest  exists, 
and  infusing  into  one  the  enmities  of  the  other, 
l>etrays  the  former  into  a  participation  in  the 
quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter,  without  ade- 
quate inducement  or  justification.  It  leads 
also  to  concessions  to  the  favorite  nation  of 

Srivi  leges  denied  to  others,  which  is  apt 
oubly  to  injure  the  nation  making  the  con- 
cessions ;  by  unnecessarily  parting  with  what 
ought  to  have  been  retaiuen,  and  by  exeiting 
jealousy,  ill-will,  and  a  dis^Ktsition  to  retaliate, 
in  the  parties  from  whom  equal  privileges  are 
withheld  ;  and  it  gives  to  ambitious,  corrupted. 
or  deluded  citizens  (who  devote  themselves  to 
the  favorite  nation)  facility  to  betray,  or  sac- 
rifice the  interest  of  their  own  country,  with- 
out odium  :  sometimes  even  with  pv)pularitj : 
gilding  with  the  appearance  of  a  ^"irtuous 
sense  of  obli^tion,  a  commendable  deference 
for  public  opinion,  or  a  laudable  zeal  fur  pul>- 
lic  ^M>d,  the  base  or  foolish  compliances  of 
ambition,  corruption,  or  infatuation. 

As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innu- 
merable ways,  such  attachments  are  particu- 
larly alarming  to  the  truly  enlightened  and 
independent  patriot.  How  many  opportuni- 
ties do  they  afford  to  tamper  with  oiimestic 
factions,  to  practise  the  art  of  seduction,  to 
jnislead  public  opinion,  to  influence  or  awe 
the  public  councils  ?  Such  an  attachment  of 
a  small  or  weak,  towards  a  great  and  powerful 
nations,  dooms  tlie  former  to  be  the  satellite 
of  the  latter. 

Against  the  insidious  wiles  oi  foreign  intlu- 
ence  (I  conjure  you  to  believe  me,  feflow-citl- 
zons),  the  jealousy  of  a  free  people  ought  to 
be  constantly  awake ;  since  history  and  expe- 
rience prove  that  foreign  influence  is  one  of 
the  most  baneful  foes  of  repul>lican  ciivero- 
ment  But  that  jealousy,  to  be  useful,  must 
be  impartial ;  else  it  becomes  the  iustrument 
of  the  very  influence  to  bo  avoided,  instea<i  of 
a  defence  against  it.    Excessive  partiality  fur 


WASHIVOTOH,  OBOBQB. 


677 


one  foreign  nation,  and  ezcessire  dislike  fbr 
another,  cause  those  whom  they  actuate  to  see 
danger  only  on  one  side,  and  serve  to  veil,  and 
even  second,  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other. 
Real  patriots,  who  may  resist  the  intrigues  of 
the  favorite,  are  liable  to  become  suspected 
and  odious  ;  while  its  toils  and  dupes  usurp 
the  applause  and  confidence  of  the  people,  to 
surrender  their  interests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to 
foreign  nations,  is,  in  extending  our  commer- 
cial relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little  politi- 
cal connexion  as  possible.  So  far  as  we  have 
already  formed  engagements,  let  them  be  fnl- 
iiUed  with  perfect  ^od  faith.  There  let  us 
stop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which 
to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation. 
Hence  she  must  be  engaged  in  frequent  con* 
troversies,  the  causes  of  which  are  essentially 
foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it 
must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate  ourselves, 
by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordinary  vicissitudes 
of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  combinations 
and  collisions  of  her  friendships  or  enmities. 

Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invites 
and  enables  us  to  pursue  a  different  course. 
If  we  remain  one  people  under  an  efficient 
government,  the  period  is  not  far  off  when  we 
may  defy  material  injury  from  external  an- 
noyance ;  when  we  may  take  such  an  attitude 
OS  will  cause  the  neutrality  we  may  at  any 
time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scrupulously  respect- 
ed ;  when  belligerent  nations,  under  the  im- 
possibility of  making  acquisitions  upon  us, 
will  not  lightly  haxara  the  giving  us  provoca- 
tion ;  when  we  may  choose  peace  or  war,  as 
sar  interest,  guided  by  justice,  shall  counsel. 

Why  foreso  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a 
lituation  ?  w  h v  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon 
foreign  ground?  Why,  by  interweaving  our 
destiny  with  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  en- 
tangle our  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  toils 
of  European  ambition,  rivatship,  interest,  hu- 
mor, or  caprice  ? 

It  is  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  perma- 
nent alliances  wiUi  any  portion  of  the  foreign 
world;  so  far,  I  mean,  as  we  are  now  at 
liberty  to  do  it ;  fbr  let  me  not  be  understood 
as  capable  of  patronising  infidelity  to  existing 
engagements.  I  hold  the  maxim  no  lees  ap- 
plicable to  public  than  to  private  affairs,  that 
iionesty  is  always  the  best  policy.  I  repeat 
it,  therefore,  let  those  engagements  be  observed 
in  their  genuine  sense.  But,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be  unwise  to  ex- 
tend them. 

Taking  care  always  to  keep  ourselves,  by 
suitable  establishments,  on  a  respectable  de- 
fensive posture,  we  may  safely  trust  to  tempo- 
rary alliances  for  extraordinary  emergencies. 

Uariuony,  and  a  liberal  intercourse  with 
all  nations,  are  recommended  by  policy,  hu- 
manity, and  interest.  But  even  our  com- 
mercial policy  should  hold  an  equal  and  im- 
partial band;  neither  seeking  nor  granting 
exclusive  favors  or  preferences:  consulting 
die  natural  cause  oi  things ;  diffusing  and 


*  diversifyinff,  by  gentle  metaB,  &e  streams  of 
Icommerce,  out  forcing  nothine;  establishinffy 
-  with  powers  so  disposed,  in  order  to  give  trade 
I  a  stable  course,  to  define  the  rights  of  our 
:  merchants,  and  to  enable  the  government  to 
I  support  them,  conventional  rules  of  inter- 
I  course,  the  best  that  present  circumstances 
and  mutual  opinions  will  permit,  but  tempo- 
rary, and  lial>le  to  be,  from  time  to  time, 
abandoned  or  varied,  as  experience  and  cir- 
cumstances shall  dictate ;  oonstanUy  keeping 
in  view,  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  look 
for  disinterested  favors  from  another ;  that  it 
must  pay,  with  a  portion  of  its  independenoe, 
fbr  whatever  it  may  accept  under  that  oharao- 
ter;  that  by  such  acceptance  it  may  place 
itself  in  the  condition  of  naving  given  equiva- 
lents for  nominal  favors,  and  yet  of  being  ro* 
proache<l  with  ingratitude  for  not  giving  more. 
There  can  be  no  greater  error  than  to  expecti 
or  calculate  upon,  real  favors  from  nation  to 
nation.  It  is  an  illusion  which  experience 
must  cure,  which  a  just  pride  ought  to  discard. 
In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these 
counsels  of  an  old  and  affectionate  friend,  I 
dare  not  hope  they  will  make  the  strong  and 
lasting  impression  I  could  wish;  that  they 
will  control  the  usual  current  of  the  passions, 
or  prevent  our  nation  from  running  the  course 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  na- 
tions ;  but  if  I  may  even  flatter  myself  that 
they  may  be  productive  of  some  partial  ben^ 
fit,  some  occasional  good ;  that  they  may  now 
and  then  recur  to  moderate  the  fury  of  party 
spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of  foreign 
intrigues,  to  guard  against  the  impostures  of 
pretended  patriotism ;  this  hope  will  be  a  full 
rccompcntje  for  the  solicitude  tor  your  welfare 
by  which  they  have  been  dictated. 

How  fur,  m  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  principles 
which  have  been  delineated,  the  public  r^ 
cords,  and  otlier  evidences  of  n^y  oonducti 
must  witness  to  you  and  Uie  world.  To  my- 
self, the  assurance  of  my  own  conscience  is, 
that  I  have  at  least  believed  myself  to  be 
guided  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in 
Europe,  my  proclamation  of  the  23d  of  April, 
1793,  is  the  index  to  my  plan.  Sanctioned 
by  your  approving  voice,  and  by  that  of  your 
representatives  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
the  spirit  of  tliat  measure  has  continually 
governed  me,  uninfluenced  by  any  attempts 
to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination;  with  the  aid 
of  the  best  lights  I  could  obtain,  I  was  well 
satisfied  that  our  country,  under  all  tlie  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  bad  a  right  to  take, 
and  was  bound  in  duty  and  interest  to  take 
a  neutral  position.  Having  taken  it,  I  deter- 
mined, as  far  as  should  depend  upon  me,  to 
maintain  it  with  moderation,  perseverance, 
and  firmness. 

The  considerations  which  respect  the  right 
to  hold  this  conduct,  it  is  not  necetfsary  on  this 
occasion  to  detail.  I  will  only  observe,  that, 
according  to  my  understanding  of  the  matter. 
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that  right,  so  far  from  being  deniod  by  any 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  haa  been  virtually 
admitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  neutral  conduct  may 
be  inferred,  without  anything  more,  from  the 
obligation  which  justice  and  humanity  im- 
pose on  every  nation,  in  cases  in  which  it  is 
iree  to  act,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  relations 
of  poace  and  unity  towards  other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  interests,  for  observing 
that  conduct,  will  best  be  referred  to  your  ovm 
reflections  and  experience.  With  me,  a  pro- 
dominant  motive  has  been  to  endeavor  to  gain 
time  to  our  country  to  settle  and  mature  its 
yet  recent  institutions,  and  to  progress,  with- 
out interruption,  to  that  degree  of  strength 
and  consistency  which  is  necessary  to  give  it, 
hnmanly  speaking,  the  command  of  its  own 
fortunes. 

Though,  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my 
administration,  I  am  unconscious  of  inten- 
tional error ;  I  am,  nevertheless,  too  sensible 
of  my  defects  not  to  think  it  probable  that  I 
may  have  committed  many  errurs.  Whatever 
they  may  be,  I  fervently  lieseech  the  Almighty 
to  avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which  they 
may  tend.  I  shall  also  carry  with  me  the 
hope,  that  my  country  will  never  come  to  view 
them  with  indulgence ;  and  that,  aflter  forty- 
five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to  its  service 
with  an  upright  zeal,  the  faults  of  incompetent 
abilities  will  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  as  my- 
self must  soon  bo  to  the  mansions  of  rest. 

Relying  on  its  kindness  in  this,  as  in  other 
things,  and  actuated  by  that  fervent  love 
towards  it  which  is  so  natural  to  a  man  who 
views  it  in  the  native  soil  of  himself  and  his 
progenitors  for  several  geuerations,  I  antici- 
pate,  with  pleasing  expectation,  tliat  retreat 
m  which  I  pnmiisc  myself  to  realize,  withnut 
alloy,  the  Hwoet  enjoyment  of  partaking*  in 
the  mid^t  of  my  fellow-citiaens,  tlio  benign  iu- 
flucnco  of  gix)d  laws  under  a  free  guvernmeiit 
— the  over  favorite  object  of  my  jfieart — and 
tJie  happy  reward,  as  I  truat,  ot'  our  mutual 
cares,  labors,  and  dangers. 

George  Washington. 

United  States,  17th  of  Sept.,  179G. 


Webster,  Daniel* 

Memorial  to  Congress  on  tuk  Increase  of 
Slavery,  prepared  by. 

The  following  memorial,  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Webster,  on  the  subject  of  restrainmg  the 
inoreaso  of  slavery  in  new  states  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  was  prcDare<l  in  pursuance 
of  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity,  assembled  at  the  State  ILmse,  on  the 
3d  of  December,  1819.  It  is  signed  by  Daniel 
Webster,  George  Blake,  Josiah  Quincy,  James 
S.  Austin,  and  John  Gallison. 

Memorial  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled : — 

The  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  Boston 
Aud  its  vicinity,  beg  leave  most  respectfully 


and  humbly  to  represent :  That  the  onestion 
of  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  tiie  new 
states  to  be  formed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Missbsippi  river,  aj^pears  to  them  to  be  a 
question  of  the  last  importance  to  the  futim 
welfare  of  the  United  States.  If  the  progress 
of  this  great  evil  is  ever  to  be  arrested,  it 
seems  to  the  undersigned  that  this  is  the  time 
to  arrest  it.  A  false  step  taken  now  cannot 
be  retraced ;  and  it  ap^rs  to  us  that  the 
happiness  of  unborn  millions  rests  on  the 
measure  which  Congress  on  this  occasion  may 
adopt.  Considering  this  as  no  local  question, 
nor  a  question  to  be  decided  by  a  temponrf 
expediency,  but  as  involving  groat  interests 
of  the  whole  United  States,  and  affecting 
deeply  and  essentially  those  olnects  of  com- 
mon defence,  eeneral  warfare,  and  the  perpeta- 
ation  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  for  which  the 
Constitution  itself  was  formed,  we  have  pre 
sumed,  in  this  way,  to  offer  our  sentiments 
and  express  our  wishes  to  the  national  Icgisltr 
ture.  And  as  various  reasons  have  ueen 
suggested  a^inst  prohibiting  slavery  in  the 
now  states,  it  may  perhaps  be  pemutted  to  as 
to  state  our  reascms  botn  for  believing  that 
Congress  possesses  the  oonstitntional  power 
to  make  such  prohibition  a  condition  cm  the 
admission  of  a  new  state  into  the  Union,  and 
that  it  is  just  and  proper  that  they  should  ex- 
ercise that  power. 

And  in  Uie  first  place  as  to  the  oonfltitn- 
tioual  authority  of  Congress.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  has  declared  that  **  Oon- 
gress  shall  have  i)ower  to  dispose  of  and  make 
all  neeilful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonginj'  ^> 
the  United  wStates  ;  aud  nothing  in  this  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  as  to  projudit'e 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  p.n^ 
tiiMilar  stat<^."  It  is  very  well  known  that  the 
saving  in  this  clause  of  the  claims  of  any  par- 
ticular state,  was  designed  U>  apply  to  claims 
by  the  then  existing  states  of  territory  which 
wa^  aL<K)  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  their 
own  property.  It  has,  therefore,  no  bearing  on 
the  present  question.  The  power,  then,  of  Ci»n- 
gress  over  its  own  territories  is,  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  unlimited.  It  mav 
make  all  '^needful  rules  and  regulations, 
which  of  c<mrse  include  all  such  regulations 
as  its  own  views  of  pfdicy  or  expediency  shall 
fn)m  time  to  time  dictate.  Ii.  therefore,  in 
its  judgment  it  be  needful  for  the  benefit  of  a 
territory  to  enact  a  prohibition  of  slavery,  it 
would  Hcem  to  be  as  much  within  its  power  of 
legislation  as  any  other  act  of  local  policy. 
Its  sovereignty  being  complete  and  univerQl 
as  to  the  territory,  it  may  exercise  over  it  the 
most  ample  juris<liction  in  every  re.<pcct.  It 
{M)ssesses  in  this  view  all  the  authority  which 
any  state  legislature  possesses  over  Its  own 
territory ;  and  if  any  state  le|2:islature  may,  in 
its  discretion,  abolish  or  prohibit  slavery  with- 
in its  own  limits,  in  virtue  of  its  general  legis- 
lative authority,  for  the  same  reason  Congress 
also  may  exercise  the  like  authority  over  iti 
own  territories.    And  that  a  state  ~ 
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unless  restnuned  by  some  constitiitional  nro- 
viiiion,  may  so  do,  is  unquesdonable,  and  lias 
been  established  by  general  practice.    *  *  * 

The  creation  of  a  new  state  is,  in  effect,  a 
compact  between  Congress  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  proposed  state.  Congress  would 
not  probably  claim  the  power  of  compelling 
the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  to  form  a  consti- 
tution of  their  own,  and  come  into  the  Union 
as  a  state.  It  is  as  plain  that  the  inhabitants 
of  that  territory  have  no  right  of  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  state  without  the  consent 
of  Congress.  Neither  party  is  bound  to  form 
this  connexion.  It  can  be  formed  only  by 
the  consent  of  both.  What,  then,  prevents 
Congress,  as  one  of  the  stijpulating  parties,  to 
propose  its  terms?  And  if  the  other  party 
assents  to  these  terms,  why  do  they  not  effect- 
ually bind  both  parties?  Or  if  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  territory  do  not  choose  to  accept 
the  proposed  terms,  but  prefer  to  remain 
under  a  territorial  government,  has  Congress 
deprived  them  of  any  right,  or  subjected  them 
to  any  restraint,  which,  in  its  discretion,  it 
had  not  authority  to  do?  If  the  admission 
of  new  states  be  not  the  discretionary  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  but  in  all  cases  an 
imperative  duty,  how  is  it  to  be  performed  ? 
If  the  Constitution  means  that  Congress  shall 
admit  new  states,  does  it  mean  that  Congress 
shall  do  tliis  on  every  application  and  under 
ail  circumstances?  Or  if  this  construction 
cannot  be  admitted,  and  if  it  must  be  conceded 
that  Congress  must  in  some  respects  exercise 
its  discretion  on  the  admission  of  new  states, 
how  is  it  to  be  shown  that  that  discretion  may 
not  be  exercised  in  rei^ard  to  this  subject  as 
well  OS  in  regard  to  others  ? 

The  Constitution  declares,  **  that  the  migrar 
tion  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  states  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress, 
prior  to  the  year  1808."  It  is  most  manifest 
that  the  Constitution  does  contemplate,  in  the 
vary  terms  of  this  clause,  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  authority  to  prohibit  the  migration 
or  importation  of  slaves ;  fur  it  limits  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  authority  for  a  specific  period  of 
time,  leaving  it  to  its  full  operation  ever  afler^ 
wards.  And  this  power  seems  necessarily  in- 
cluded in  the  authority  which  belones  to  Con- 
gress, '*  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  states."  No 
person  has  ever  doubted  that  the  prohibition 
of  the  foreign  slave  trade  was  completely 
within  the  authority  of  Congress  since  the 
year  1808.  And  why?  Certainly  only  be- 
•ause  it  is  embraced  in  the  regulation  of 
foreign  commerce ;  and  if  so,  it  may  for  the 
like  reason  be  prohibited  since  that  period  be- 
tween the  states.  Commerce  in  slaves,  since 
the  year  1808,  being  as  much  subject  to  the 
regulation  of  Congress  as  any  other  commerce, 
if  it  should  see  fit  to  enact  that  no  slave  should 
ever  be  sold  from  one  state  to  another,  it  is  not 
perceived  how  its  constitutional  richt  to  make 
fuch  provision  could  be  questionea.  It  would 
■Mn  to  be  too  plain  to  be  queskio&edythat  Con- 


sress  did  poesess  the  power,  before  the  yetr 
1808,  to  prohibit  the  migraticxi  or  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  territories  (and  in  point  of 
fact  it  exercied  that  power)  as  well  as  into  any 
new  states ;  and  that  its  authority,  after  that 
year,  might  be  as  fully  exercised  to  prevent 
the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves  into  any 
of  the  old  states.  And  if  it  may  prohibit  new 
states  from  importing  slaves,  it  may  surely,  as 
we  humbly  submit,  make  it  a  condition  of  the 
admission  of  such  states  into  the  Union,  that 
they  shall  never  import  them.  In  relation, 
too,  to  its  own  territories.  Congress  possesses 
a  more  extensive  authority,  and  may,  in  vari* 
ous  other  ways,  effect  the  object.  It  might, 
for  example,  make  it  an  express  condition  of 
its  grants  of  the  soil,  that  its  owners  shall 
never  hold  slaves ;  and  thus  prevent  the  po0- 
sesHion  of  slaves  from  ever  being  connected 
with  the  ownership  of  the  soil. 

As  corroborative  of  the  views  which  have 
been  already  suggested,  the  memoriallstt 
would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  history  of  the  national  legislation, 
under  the  Confederation  as  well  as  under  the 
present  Constitution,  on  this  interfering  sub- 
ject. Unless  the  memorialists  greatly  mis- 
take, it  will  demonstrate  the  sense  of  the  na- 
tion at  every  period  of  its  legislation  to  have 
been,  that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  was  no 
infringement  of  any  just  rights  belonging  to 
free  states,  and  was  not  incompatible  with  the 
enjoyments  of  all  the  rights  and  immunities 
which  an  admission  into  the  Union  was  sup> 
posed  to  confer. 

The  memorialists,  after  this  general  survey, 
would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  state  of  the  question  of  the  right 
of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  in  that  part  of 
the  former  territory  of  Louisiana,  which  now 
forms  the  Missouri  territory.  Louisiana  was 
purchased  of  France  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th 
April,  1803.  The  third  article  of  that  treaty 
is  as  follows  :  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  cede^ 
territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
of  the  (Jnited  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  the  employment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  religion  which  they  profess. 

Although  the  language  of  this  article  is  not 
very  precise  or  accurate,  the  memorialists  con- 
ceive that  its  real  import  and  intent  cannot  be 
mistaken.  The  first  clause  provides  for-  the 
admission  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the 
Union,  and  the  succeeding  clause  shows  thia 
must  be  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution ;  and  tnis  very  qualifica- 
tion necessarily  excludes  the  idea  that  Con- 
gress were  not  to  be  at  libertj  to  impose  any 
conditions  upon  such  admission  which  were 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  that  Consti- 
tution, and  which  had  been  or  might  justly  be 
applied  to  other  new  states.  The  langua^  is 
not  by  any  means  so  pointed  as  that  or  the 
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Resolve  of  1780 ;  and  yet  it  has  been  seen 
that  that  Resolve  was  never  supposed  to  inhibit 
the  authority  of  Congress,  as  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery.    And  it  is  clear,  upon  the 
plainest  rule  of  construction,  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  restrictive  lan^ago,  a  clause, 
merely  providing  for  the  admission  of  a  terri- 
tory into  the  Union,  must  be  construed  to 
authorize  an  admission  in  the  manner  and 
upon  tlic  terms  which  the  Constitution  itself 
would  iustify.    This  construction  derives  ad- 
diti(mal  support  from  the  next  clause.    The 
inhabitants  *'  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."    The  rights,  ad- 
vantages,  and  immunities   here    spoken  of 
must,  from  the  very  force  of  tlio  terms  of  the 
clause,  be  such  as  are  recognised  or  commu- 
nicated  by   the  Constitutiuu  of  the   United 
States ;  such  as  are  common  to  all  citizens, 
and  are  uniform  throughout  the  United  States. 
Tlie  clause  cannot  be  referred  to  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities  derived  exclusively 
from  the  state  government,  fur  these  do  not 
depend  upon  the  Federal  Constitution.     Bc- 
fiides,   it  would  be  impossible  that  all   the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  diiforent  states  could  be  at  the  same 
time  enjoyed  by  the  same  persons.    These 
rights  arc  diflTcrent  in  dilferent  states  ;  a  right 
exists  in  one  state  which  is  denied  in  others, 
or  is  repugnant  to  other  rights  enji»yed   in 
others.     In  some  of  the  states  a  freeholder 
alone  is  entitled  to  vote  in  elections  ;  in  some 
a  quiilificution  of  personal  property  is  suffi- 
cient ;  and  in  others  anjo  and  freedom  uro  the 
sole  f|UJilifications  of  electors.     In  some  states, 
no  citizen   is   permitted  to   hold  slaves :   in 
others  he  ix>ssosscs  tliat  power  absolutely  ;  in 
others  it  is  limited.     The  obvious  meaning, 
therefore,  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  rights  «h'- 
rived  under  the  Federal  Constitution  shall  })e 
enjoyed  hy  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in  the 
same  manner  as  by  the  citizens  of  other  states. 
The  Uiiite<l  States,  by  the  Constitution,  ar<; 
lx)und    to   guaranty    to    every   state   in    the 
Union  a  re[»ublican  form  of  government :  and 
the   inhabitants  of    Louisiana  are    entitled, 
when  a  state,  to  tliis  guarantee.    Each  state 
lias  a  right  to  two  senators,  and  to  represen- 
tatives according  to  a  certain  enumeration  of 
population,  pointed  out  in  the  Constituti<m. 
The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  upon  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  are  also  entitled  to 
these  privileges.     The  Constitution  further  de- 
clares, **  that  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be 
entitled  t<»  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  states."     It  would 
seem  as  if  the  moaning  of  this  clause  e(mld 
not  well  be  niisinteri>rc^ted.     It  obviously  ayv 
plies  to  the  case  of  the  removal  of  a  citizen  of 
^ne  state  to  another  state ;  and  in  such  a  case 
it  secures   to   the  migrating  citizen  all   the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
state  to  which  he  removes.     It  cannot  surely 
';o  contended,  upon  any  rational  interpreta- 
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zens  of  every  other  state,  at  the  lame  tine^ 
and  under  all  circiuustancea.  Such  a  con- 
struction would  leiui  to  the  most  extraordinair 
consequenccR.  It  would  at  once  destroj  aU 
the  fundamental  limitations  of  the  state  con- 
stitutions upon  the  rights  of  their  own  citi- 
zens ;  and  leave  all  those  rights  to  the  meter 
of  the  citizens  of  any  other  state,  which  shonfi 
adopt  different  limitations.  According  to  Uua 
construction,  if  all  tlie  state  constitutions,  sare 
one,  prohibited  slavery,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  that  single  state,  by  the  admission 
of  the  ri^ht  of  its  citizens  to  hold  slaves,  to 
communicate  the  same  right  to  the  citizens  of 
all  the  other  states  within  their  own  exclnsvs 
limits,  in  defiance  of  their  own  eonstitutionsl 
prohibitions ;  and  to  render  the  absurdity  still 
more  apparent,  the  same  constraction  would 
communicate  the  most  opposite  and  irrecon- 
cilable rights  to  the  citizens  of  different  states 
at  the  same  time.  It  seems,  therefore,  to  be 
undeniable,  upon  any  rational  interpretation, 
that  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  ooramonh 
catcd  no  rights  in  any  state  which  its  own 
citizens  do  not  enjoy ;  and  that  the  citizens  of 
Louisiana,  upon  tiieir  admission  into  the 
Union,  in  receiving  the  benefit  of  this  clause, 
would  not  enjoy  higher  or  more  extensii'S 
rights  than  the  citizens  of  Ohio.  It  would 
communicate  to  the  former  no  right  of  hold- 
ing slaves  except  in  states  where  the  citizens 
already  possessed  the  same  right  nndor  their 
own  state  constitutions  and  laws.    *     *     • 

Upon  the  whole,  the  memorialists  would  mobt 
respectfully  submit  that  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  pnictice  of  the  g»»vem- 
ments  untlcr  it.  must,  as  thev  huniblv  i^nu-eive. 
entirely  justify  the  conclusion  that  Ctmj^russ 
may  prohibit  the  further  introduction  of  sla- 
very into  its  own  territories,  and  also  make 
such  prohibition  a  condition  of  the  admission 
of  any  new  state  into  the  Union. 

If  tlic  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
make  the  pn)posed  prr>hiDition  l>e  sati.sfacu>rily 
shown,  the  justice  and  pidicv  of  such  prohibi- 
tion seem  to  the  undersigneti  to  be  8uppi>rted 
by  plain  and  stn.>ng  reas(ms.  The  permission 
01  slavery  in  a  new  state  necessarily  draws 
after  it  an  extension  of  that  inequality  of  rep- 
resentation, which  already  exists  in  regard  to 
the  original  states.  It  Ciinnot  be  expect<-d 
that  those  of  the  original  states,  which  do  not 
hold  slaves,  can  hnik  on  such  an  extensiun  as 
lacing  politically  just.  As  between  the  origi- 
nal states  the  rojirescntation  rests  on  comiwct 
and  plighted  faith ;  and  your  meinorialiyts 
have  no  wish  that  that  ci»mpact  should  be  iit* 
turbed,  or  that  pli^hteil  faith  in  the  slighteitt 
degree  violaterl.  lint  the  subject  assumes  on 
entirely  differiMit  character,  wlien  a  new  state 
pro])08es  to  be  admitted.  "With  her  there  is 
no  compa(!t,  and  no  faith  plighte<l ;  and  whers 
is  the  reason  that  she  should  ciuiic  into  the 
Union  with  more  than  an  e<pial  share  of  ]Nilit»- 
cal  importance  and  political  power  ?  A  Irtuidj 
the  ratio  of  representation,  established  by  the 
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Constitution,  has  given  to  the  states  holding 
sfaves  twenty  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives more  than  they  wonld  have  be^ 
entitled  to,  except  under  the  particular  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution.  In  all  probability 
this  number  will  be  doubled  in  thirty  years. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  deem  it  not  an 
unreasonable  expectation  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Missouri  should  propose  to  come  into  the 
Union,  renouncing  tne  right  in  ouestion,  and 
establishing  a  constitution  prohioiting  it  for 
ever.  Without  dwelling  on  this  topic  we  have 
still  thought  it  our  duty  to  present  it  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress.  We  present  it  with 
a  deep  and  earnest  leeling  of  its  importance, 
and  we  respectfully  solicit  for  it  the  full  con- 
sideration of  the  national  legislature. 

Your  memorialists  were  not  without  the 
hope  that  the  time  had  at  length  arrived  when 
the  inconvenience  and  the  danger  of  this  de- 
scription of  population  had  become  apparent 
in  ail  parts  of  this  country,  and  in  all  parts 
of  the  civilized  world.  It  might  have  Ibeen 
hoped  that  the  new  states  themselves  would 
have  had  such  a  view  of  their  own  permanent 
Interests  and  prosperity  as  would  have  led 
them  to  prohibit  its  extension  and  increase. 
The  wonaerful  increase  and  prosperity  of  the 
states  north  of  the  Ohio  is  unquestionably  to 
be  ascribed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  conse- 
quences of  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  and  few, 
indeed,  are  the  occasions,  in  the  history  of 
nations  in  which  so  much  can  be  done,  by  a 
single  act,  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations, 
as  was  done  by  that  ordinance,  and  as  may 
now  be  done  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  We  appeal  to  the  justice  and  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Councils  to  prevent  the 
further  progress  of  a  great  and  serious  evil. 
We  appeal  to  those  who  look  forward  to  the 
remote  consequences  of  their  measures,  and 
who  cannot  balance  a  temporary  or  trifling 
«>nvenience,  if  there  were  such,  against  a  per- 
manent, growing,  and  desolating  evil.  We 
eannot  forbear  to  remind  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  that  the  early  and  decisive  measures 
adopted  by  the  American  government  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  traae  are  among  the 
proudest  memorials  of  our  nation's  glory.  That 
slavery  was  ever  tolerated  in  the  republic  is, 
as  yet,  to  be  attributed  to  the  policy  of  another 
government.  No  imputation,  thus  far,  rests 
on  any  portion  of  the  American  confederacy. 
The  Missouri  territory  is  a  new  country.  If 
its  extensive  and  fertile  field  shall  be  opened 
as  a  market  for  slaves,  the  government  will 
seem  to  become  a  party  to  a  traffic  which,  in 
so  many  acts  through  so  many  years,  it  has 
denounced  as  impolitic,  unchristian,  inhuman. 
To  enact  laws  to  punish  the  traffic,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  tempt  cupidity  and  avarice  by 
the  allurements  ot  an  insatiable  market,  is  in- 
consistent and  irreconcilable.  Government  by 
such  a  course  would  only  defeat  its  own  pur- 
poses, and  render  nugatory  its  own  measures. 
Nor  can  the  laws  derive.,  support  from  the 
manners  of  the  people,  if  the  power  of  moral 


sentiment  be  weakened  by  enjoying,  under  the 
permission  of  government,  great  facilities  to 
commit  offences.  The  laws  of  the  United 
iStates  have  denounced  heavy  penalties  aeainst 
the  traffic  in  slaves,  because  such  traffic  is 
deemed  unjust  and  inhuman.  We  appeal  to 
the  spirit  of  these  laws :  We  appeal  to  this 
justice  and  humanity :  We  ask  whether  they 
ought  not  to  operate,  on  the  present  occasion, 
wim  all  their  force  ?  We  have  a  strong  feel- 
ing of  the  injustice  of  any  toleration  of  sla- 
very. Circumstances  have  entailed  it  on  a 
portion  of  our  community,  which  cannot  be 
immediately  relieved  from  it  without  conse- 
ouenccs  more  injurious  than  the  suffering  of 
tne  evil.  But  to  permit  it  in  a  new  country, 
where  yet  no  habits  are  formed  which  render 
it  indispensable,  what  is  it,  but  to  encourage 
that  rapacity,  and  fraud,  and  violence,  against 
which  we  have  so  lonz  pointed  the  denuncia- 
tions of  our  penal  code  7  What  is  it,  but  to 
tarnish  the  proud  fame  of  the  country  ?  ^iVliat 
is  it,  but  to  throw  suspicion  on  its  good  faith, 
and  to  render  questionable  all  its  professions 
of  regard  for  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
liberties  of  mankind  ? 

As  inhabitants  of  a  free  country — as  citi- 
zens of  a  great  and  rising  republic — as  mem- 
bers of  a  Christian  community — as  livine  in 
a  liberal  and  enlightened  age,  and  as  feelinz 
ourselves  called  upon  bv  die  dictates  of  reli- 
gion and  humanity,  wo  have  presumed  to  offer 
our  sentiments  to  Congress  on  this  question, 
with  a  solicitude  for  the  event  far  beyond 
what  a  common  occasion  could  inspire. 

WhiiTSf  Address  to* 

The  following  address,  takeu  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  27tli  of  Oct.,  1840, 
was  issued  by  the  State  Whic  Central  Com- 
mittee to  the  Whig  party  in  Maryland,  and 
shows  the  doctrine  of  the  Whig  party,  both 
OS  to  the  naturalization  and  the  Catholio 
question. 

To  THE  Whios  of  Maryland. 

The  undersigned,  as  members  of  the  Whig 
Central  Committee  of  the  state,  have  deemeS 
it  their  duty  to  present  this  statement  of  their 
views.  The  Wnigs  of  Maryland  will,  we  have 
no  doubt,  sustain  this  proceeding,  and  ac- 
quiesce in  its  propriety. 

General  Duff*  Green,  as  editor  of  the  Pilot, 
has  discussed  in  his  paper  subjects  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  have  no  pro- 
per connexion  with  the  Presidential  election. 
Within  a  few  days  this  gentleman  has  pub- 
lished a  prospectus  for  a  newspaper,  in  which 
he  expresses  his  determination  to  continue, 
after  the  election,  discussions  on  questions 
with  which  the  Whig  party  has  not  li^en,  and 
will  not  be  identified.  As  an  individual.  Gen. 
Green  has  an  undoubted  right  to  take  such  a 
course  as  his  own  judgment  may  approve. 
As  an  editor  of  a  party  paper  he  has  tnought 
proper  to  persevere  in  conduct  which  he  knew 
was  disapproved  of  by  the  Whig  party  of 
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Maryland.  He  has  repeatedly  been  requested 
to  avoid  all  discussions  in  reference  to  religious 
sw^ts,  but  such  requests  have  always  been  dis- 
regarded, lie  has  ever  assumed  the  position 
that  he  alone  is  responsible  for  what  may  ap- 
pear in  his  editorial  columns.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly true ;  and  our  object  now  is  to  make 
this  manifest  beyond  all  dispute  to  the  people 
of  Maryland.  We  now  em]jhatically  declare 
that  the  Whig  party  is  not  m  any  way,  or  to 
any  extent,  responsible  for  what  has  hereto- 
fore been  publisncd  in  the  Pilot  on  the  subject 
of  Catholicism  and  naturalized  voters,  and 
will  not  be  responsible  for  what  Gen.  Green 
may  be  pleased  ncreafter  to  do. 

It  is  our  decided  conviction  that  the  election 
contests  in  this  country  are  already  sufficiently 
exciting  and  absorbing  in  their  character.  If 
the  differences  of  opinion  between  the  religious 
denominations  are  to  be  appealed  to,  and  to 
be  used  as  incentives  to  party  action,  no  man 
can  foresee  how  terrible  may  be  the  result. 
Heretofore,  after  the  elections  have  been 
settled  by  the  ballot  box,  a  calm  has  succeeded 
the  political  storm.  With  the  close  of  the  con- 
test nave  subsided  the  excited  and  often  angry 
feelings  which  prevailed  during  its  continu- 
ance. Those  who  were  alienated  one  from  the 
other  by  political  discussions  have  generally 
returned  to  their  friendly  relations  afkcr  the 
s«'Ulcment  of  the  questions  which  divided 
them.  But  if,  in  addition  to  the  causes  of 
di.sfussion  which  ordinarily  exist,  a  religious 
ontnA-ersy  is  to  take  place,  who  can  allay  the 
cxiritement  which  these  combined  causes  may 
pr«><luvo,  and  when  will  such  a  contest  be 
liiially  8ottlod? 

In  this  country  every  man  is  pcnnitted  to 
Wiirship  his  Maker  in  such  way  as  his  cnii- 
HcitMMMi  may  approve.  Our  laws  and  oonsti- 
tiiti<»ns  w^r«  framed  to  secure  to  all  this  «;lfH 
rinus  privilege.  The  native  and  naturalized 
citizens  are  equally  entitled  to  the  Messings 
of  our  gciveniment.  All  are  equal;  and  when 
a  Htranj^cr  takes  up  his  abode  here,  and  has 
T'^Miained  among  us  during  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  naturalization  laws,  he  has  a  right  to 
beoHK;  a  citizen,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the 
l>riviic;!:f  s  of  citizenship. 

Such  being  the  views  of  the  committee  and, 
a.-*  th<n'  believe,  of  their  constituents,  the 
great  Vi'hig  party  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
th-'v  horchy  declare  their  disavowal  of  any 
c  MiVurrcnee  in  the  present  or  prospective  edi- 
t-jrial  onurse  of  General  Green,  and  devolve 
upon  him  alone  the  entire  responsibility  of  his 
c»urse. 

N.  F.  Williams,  Chairman. 
Tii^o.  R.  Richardson,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Wm.  II.  Gatchell      Sam'l  McLellau, 
James  (jrievcs,  A.  G.  Cole, 

Sanuiol  Harden,        Hugh  Birckhead, 
Goo.  W.  Krebs,         Jas.  L.  Ridgely, 
Ana  Needham,  Gustav  W.  Lurman, 

Clias.  H.  Pitts,  Jas.  Frazier, 

Neilson  Por,  Wm.  R.  Jones, 

Geo.  M.  Gill,  James  IIarwood« 

Wm.  Chesnut,  T.  Yates  Walsh. 


AVniGS    OF  LOUISTILLK    OW    TRS  SAKE  SUB* 

JECT. 

At  a  mass  meeting  of  the  Whiffs  of  Loab- 
ville,  convened  at  the  Whi^  Pavilion,  on  tha 
evening  of  the  27th  inst,  ior  the  purpo«e  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  propnety  of 
making  public  expression  of  their  opinions  in 
relatiou  to  the  course  of  the  Louisville  Tribune^ 
recently  established  in  this  city,  profewing  to 
be  a  Whig  newsjpaper,-— on  motion  of  Xalbar 
niel  Wollc,  President  of  the  Louisville  CUy 
Club,  William  J.  Graves  was  called  to  tbe 
chair.  Thereupon  Mr.  Wolfe,  after  some  ex- 
planatory remarks,  offSsred  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Whereas,  A  newspaper  called  the  Louisvilla 
Tribune,  recently  established  in  this  city,  pro- 
fessing to  be  a  Whig  pafjer,  has  pulAianed 
editorials  and  communications,  one  of  which 
was  signed  "  A  Native  American,"  of  a  moil 
anti-republican  character,  reflecting  npon  the 
Catholic  persuasion,  and  especiidly  the  Cathc^ 
lie  priestoiH>d,  charging  them  with  hostility  to 
American  liberty :  Be  it,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs,  as  a  party,  ut- 
terly repudiate  and  denounce  the  anti-repub- 
lican and  unjust  strictures  indulged  by  the 
Louisville  Tribune  towards  the  Catholio 
Church  of  this  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs  of  this  city  re- 
gard the  continued  separation  of  Church  and 
State  a?*  ciisential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  free 
inslituiions ;  and  we  hereby  denounce  the  e^ 
forts  of  the  Loctifoco  party  to  array  against 
each  oth(T  the  different  religious  i>er8ua8ioiifl, 
and  to  create  a  line  of  ]M)litical  aemarkation 
between  the  Prote.stauts  and  the  Catholics,  as 
sn])versivo  of  the  best  interests  of  religion  and 
inimical  to  the  perpetuity  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty. 

Resdlvf'il,  Tliat  the  Louisville  Tribune,  in 
the  opini(»n  of  this  meeting,  is  not  a  correct 
exponent  of  Whig  principles ;  and  we  hereby 
:  rescind  a  resolution  adopted  by  us  upon  the 
esta))lishinont  of  that  pa])er,  tnat  we  should 
subscrilx'  for  and  recommend  it  to  the  support 
of  the  Whig  party. 

Wm.  J.  Graves,  Ch^nuan. 


Whigs. 

Address  of  certain  Wnia  Repxessnta 
TivES  IN  Congress  against  tub  Nohins- 
TioN  OP  Gen.  St'OTT  in  1852. 

Washington,  July  3, 1852. 

To  prevent  all  mistakes  and  misapprehen- 
sion, we,  the  undersigned,  meml>er8  of  Con- 
gress, adopt  this  method  of  making  a  joint 
statement  to  our  constituents,  respcctivclv, 
and  to  all  who  may  take  an  interest  in  tfie 
subject,  that  we  cannot  and  will  not  support 
General  Scott  for  the  Presidency,  as  he  now 
stands  before  the  American  people,  for  the 
following,  amongst  other  reasons : — 

lie  obstinately  refused,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
nomination,  to  give  any  public  opinion  in 
favor  of  that  series  of  measures  of  the  last 
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Congrefls  known  as  the  compromise ;  tbe  per- 
manent maintenance  of  which,  with  us,  is  a 
qaestion  of  paramount  importance.  Nor  has 
he  since  his  nomination  made  any  declaration 
of  his  approval  of  those  measures  as  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  issues  in  controversy. 

It  is  true  the  resolutions  of  the  convention 
that  nominated  him  are  as  clear  and  as  explicit 
upon  this  question  as  need  be ;  but  General 
Scott,  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  which  con- 
taints  all  that  we  have  from  him  on  that  matter, 
docs  not  give  them  the  approval  of  his  judg- 
ment. This  he  seems  studiouslj^  to  have 
avoided.  Ho  accepts  the  nomination,  "  with 
the  resolutions  annexed."  This  is,  he  takes 
the  nomination  cum  onere,  as  an  individual 
takes  an  estate,  with  whatever  encumbrances 
it  may  be  loaded  with.  And  the  only  pledge 
and  guarantee  he  offers  for  his  "  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  the  resolutions,"  are  **  the 
known  incidents  of  a  long  public  life,"  &c. 

Amongst  these  "  known  incidents"  of  his  life 
there  is  not  one,  so  far  as  we  are  aware  of,  in 
favor  of  the  principles  of  the  compromise.  In 
one,  at  least,  of  his  public  letters,  he  has  ex- 
pressed sentiments  inimical  to  the  institutions 
of  fifteen  states  of  the  Union.  Since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compromise  he  has  suffered  his  name 
to  be  held  up  before  the  people  of  several  of 
the  states  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  by 
the  open  and  avowed  enemies  of  those  mca.s- 
ures.  And  in  the  convention  that  conferred 
this  nomination  upon  him  he  permitted  himself 
be  used  by  the  Free  Soilers  m  that  body  to  de- 
feat Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  Webster,  because 
of  their  advocacy  of  these  measures  and  their 
firm  adherence  to  the  policy  that  sustained 
them. 

To  join  such  men,  and  aid  them  in  complet- 
ing their  triumph  over  and  sacrifice  of  the  true 
and  tried  frienas  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
faithful  discharge  of  all  its  obligations,  is  what 
we  can  never  do.  The  dictates  of  duty  and 
patriotism  sternly  forbid  it. 

We  consider  General  Scott  as  the  favorite 
candidate  of  the  Free  Soil  wing  of  the  Whig 
T>arty.  That  his  policy,  if  he  should  be  elect- 
ed, would  be  warped  and  shaped  to  conform 
to  their  views,  ana  to  elevate  them  to  power  in 
the  administration  of  the  government,  can  but 
be  considered  as  a  legitimate  and  probable  re- 
sult. And  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  views 
of  that  faction  of  mischievous  men  are  danger- 
ous not  only  to  the  just  and  constitutional 
rights  of  the  southern  states  (which  we  repre- 
sent in  part),  but  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  whole  country,  and  to  the  permanent 
anion  of  the  states,  we  regard  it  as  the  highest 
duty  of  the  well-wishers  of  the  country  every- 
where, whatever  else  they  may  do,  to  at  least 
withhold  from  him  their  support.  This  we 
intend  to  do. 

Alezakder  H.  Stephens  of  Ga., 

Charles  Jas.  Faulkner  of  Ya., 

W.  Brooke  of  Miss., 

Alex.  White  of  Ala., 

James  Abbrcrombib  of  Ala., 

R.  Toombs  of  Ga., 

James  Jobmbon  of  Ga. 


For  reasons  to  some  extent  indicated  in 
speeches  and  addresses  heretofore  made  by  the 
undersigned,  they  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
withhold  their  support  from  General  Scott  as 
a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  If  it  should 
seem  to  be  necessary,  we  will  hereafter,  in 
some  form,  exhibit  more  fully  to  our  consti- 
tuents the  facts  and  reasons  which  have 
brought  us  to  this  determination. 

M.  P.  Grntrt  of  Tenn., 
C.  H.  Williams  of  Tonn. 


Whif  ConYention  and  Platform  of  185^ 

President  :  lion.  Edward  Bates  of  Mo. 

Vice  Presidents :  Col.  Jos.  Paxton  of  Pa. ; 
Luther  V.  Bell  of  Mass.;  Dr.  James  W. 
Thompson  of  Del. ;  Charles  P.  Krevals  of 
Conn. ;  James  A.  Hamilton  of  N.  Y. ;  Kx-Gov. 
Charles  Stratton  of  N.  J. ;  Esekiel  F.  Cham- 
bers of  Md. ;  Wyndham  Robertson  of  Ya.; 
Gov.  Wm.  A.  Graham  of  N.  C. ;  Elbert  A. 
Holt  of  Ala. ;  A.  M.  Fonte  of  Miss. ;  Dr.  Geo. 
W.  Campbell  of  La. ;  Gov.  Allen  Trimble  of 
0. ;  Uenry  T.  Duncan  of  Kv. ;  John  Shanklin 
of  Ind. ;  Walter  Coleman  of  Tenn. ;  James  H. 
Matheny  of  III. ;  Gov.  Wm.  G.  Lane  of  Mo. ; 
John  Finney  of  Fla. ;  Col.  £.  A.  Ilolbrook  of 
Ark. ;  G.  T.  Dortie  of  Ga. 

Secretaries :  Laz.  Anderson  of  0. ;  Jamea 
M.  TownHcnd  of  Conn. ;  Hon.  Thomas  Jones 
York  of  N.  J. ;  E.  V.  Machette  of  Pa. ;  S.  II. 
Kennedy  of  La. ;  James  U.  Charless  of  Mo. ; 
Col.  Huntingdon  of  N.  Y. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  following  plat> 
form : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs  of  the  United 
States  now  here  assembled,  hereby  declare 
their  reverence  fur  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  their  unalterable  attachment 
to  the  National  Union  ;  and  a  fixed  determi- 
nation to  do  all  in  their  power  to  presene 
them  for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  They 
have  no  new  principles  to  announce ;  no  new 
platform  to  establish ;  but  are  content  to 
broadly  rest — ^where  their  forefatliers  rested — 
upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
wishing  no  safer  guide,  no  higher  law. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  the  deepest 
interest  and  anxiety  the  present  disordered 
condition  of  our  national  anairs — a  portion  of 
the  country  ravaged  by  civil  war,  large  sec- 
tions of  our  population  embittered  by  mutual 
recriminations  ;  and  wo  distinctly  trace  these 
calamities  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  duty  by 
the  present  national  administration. 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  by  the  conjunction  in  poli- 
tical unity  of  wide-spread  geographical  sec- 
tions, materially  differing,  not  only  in  climate 
and  products,  but  in  social  and  domestic  insti- 
tutions ;  and  that  any  cause  which  shall  per- 
manenUy  array  these  sections  in  political 
hostility  and  ommized  parties,  founded  only 
on  geoeraphioal  distinctions,  must  inevitably 
prove  utal  to  a  oontinuanoe  of  the  National 
Union. 
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States  deolaro  as  a  fandamental  article  of 
political  faith,  an  absolute  necessity  for  avoid- 
ing geographical  parties.  The  danger  so 
clearly  discerned  by  the  Father  of  his  country, 
has  now  become  fearfully  apparent  in  the 
agitation  now  convulHing  the  nation,  and  must 
be  arrested  at  once  if  we  would  preserve  our 
Constitution  and  our  Union  from  dismember- 
ment, and  the  name  of  America  from  being 
blotted  out  from  the  family  of  civilized  na- 
tions. 

^  Kesolved,  That  all  who  revere  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union  munt  look  with  alarm  at 
the  parties  in  the  field  in  the  present  Presi- 
dential campaign — one  claiming  only  to  re^ 
present  sixteen  northern  states,  and  tlio  other 
appealing  maitilv  to  the  passions  and  preju- 
dices of  the  southern  states ;  that  the  success 
of  eitlier  factitm  must  add  fuel  to  the  flame 
which  now  threatens  to  wrap  our  dearest  in- 
terests in  a  eommun  ruin. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  remedy  for  an  evil 
80  appalling  is  to  support  a  candidate  pledged 
to  neither  of  tlic  geographical  sections  now 
arrayed  in  politi«:aI  antagonism,  but  holding 
ly^th  in  a  just  and  e<|uul  regard.  We  congra- 
tulate the  friends  of  the  Union  that  sucu  a 
canditlsite  exists  in  Millard  Fillmore. 

Resolved,  That,  without  adopting  or  refer- 
rin«^  to  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  party 
which  has  nlresniv  selocted  Mr.  Fillmore  as  a 
candidate,  we  l(M»lk  to  him  as  a  well-tried  and 
faithful  friend  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  eminent  alike  for  his  wisdom  and 
firmne«»s — for  his  justice  aii<l  m'Mleration  in 
ourfnpiii;;!!  relations — for  his  calm  and  pacific 
temponuncnt  so  woll  becciniin-!:  the  head  of  a 
great  nation — for  his  devotion  to  tlie  Constitu- 
tion in  its  true  s[»irit — his  inth'xiliility  in  exe- 
cuting tin;  laws;  hut,  ].K»yon«l  all  those  attri- 
butes, in  j)-»ss('ssin;^  the  one  transrondent 
merit  of  hcuj;^  a  n'[>resentative  of  neither  of 
the  two  sertional  parties  now  struggling  for 
political  supronia<*y. 

Kosolved,  That  in  the  present  exigency  of 
political  affairs,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  <li9- 
cuss  the  suliordinato  (piestions  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  exercisin;^  of  the  constituticmal 
powt'rs  of  the  government.  It  is  enough  to 
know  that  civil  war  is  ra^^ing,  and  that  the 
Union  is  in  p(?ril :  an<l  proclaim  the  c(mviction 
that  the  i-cst<»rari<»n  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the 
Presuli'ricy  will  furnish  the  best  if  not  the  only 
means  of  rostoring  peace. 

Ke-iiilvo'l,  That  we  cordially  approve  the 
nomination  of  Andrew  J.  I>onelson  for  the 
Vice  Pi(;sidency ;  regarding  him  as  a  national 
0  »n«M-v;irivc  ]iatriot,  faithfully  devoted  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union. 

Ui'>.»lved,  That  a  spontaneous  rising  of  the, 
Whi;rs  throughout  the  country  and  their 
prompt  rally  to  the  sup|)ort  of  the  highest 
national  interests,  and  the  spirit  here  dis- 
played, sufiiciently  attest  the  national  impor- 
tance of  preserving  and  reinvigorating  their 
party  organization — tliat  a  National  Whig 
Committee  of  one  from  each  of  tlie  states,  be 
Appointed  by  the  president,  with  authority  to 


call  any  future  eooTention,  and  generallj  ji^ 
mote  any  effective  orcanixation  of  their  pvly 
throughout  the  Unit^  States. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  pab- 
lished  and  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Uon- 
vention  as  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 


WhiiT  Memben  of  Consreet. 

Proceedings  of  Meetixo  of. 

An  adjourned  meetine  of  the  Whig  mem- 
bers of  Congress  was  neld  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  20,  1862. 

At  a  quarter  before  eight  o'clock  Mr.  Man* 
GUN  took  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  previoua  meeting 
were  read. 

Mr.  Stanly  of  N.  C.  offered  the  fullowing 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  the 
Whig  National  Convention  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  on 
Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  June  next,  for 
the  j^urpose  of  nominating  candidates  for  the 
Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Ky.  then  offered  the  fuUow- 
ine  as  a  substitute  for  that  by  Mr.  Stanly : — 

Whereas,  the  determination  of  the  time  and 
place  for  holding  a  National  Whig  Convention 
nas  Ix^en  refcrrc<l  to  the  Wliigs  of  C<»iigre8fi 
the  Whig  members  of  the  Senate  and  llunse 
of  Representatives,  having  a'*semblcd  in  con- 
vention, with  the  explicit  understanding  that 
they  reganl  tlie  series  of  nets  known  as  the 
adjustment  measures  as  forming,  in  their  mu- 
tual dependence  and  connexion,  a  svstem  of 
compromise  the  most  conciliatorv.  and  the  l)0«t 
for  the  entire  countrv  that  could  be  obtained 
from  conflicting  sectional  interests  nnd  opin- 
ions :  and  that  therefore  they  ought  to  Ik?  ad- 
hered to  and  carried  into  faithfill  execution,  as 
a  final  settlement  in  princijtle  and  >ubstanot*, 
of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  sulij-.vts  which 
they  embrace,  and  do  unite  on  this  basis,  as 
well  as  upon  the  long-estal>lished  principles 
of  the  Whig  party,  do  hereby  reeomnieml  the 

day  of ,  and  the  city  of as  the 

time  and  place  fir  holding  the  National  Whig 
C<fnvention,  for  the  choice  of  Whig  candidatci* 
for  the  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  n*- 

speotivelv. 

The  Cfiair  decided  that  the  rcsolutitin  was 
out  of  order,  and  contrary  t«»  the  established 
usage  of  the  i)arty.  Rut  as  a  sulistantivo  nv 
solution,  it  was  to  be  considered  and  decide*! 
by  the  meeting  whether  it  w«mld  be  aci»*«l  on 
after  the  transaction  of  business,  u|miil  which 
alone  the  meeting  had  assembled,  viz. :  that 
(;f  recommending  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing the  Whig  National  Convention. 

From  this  decisicm  Mr.  Mar^ihall  t<M)k  an 
appeal,  nnd  after  consideralde  debate,  in 
which  great  latitude  was  allowed,  the  nrntiun 
was  put,  •'  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  meeting?"  and 
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the  qaestion  was  decided  in  the  alfinnatiYe  by  Gen.  Cullom  of  Tenn.  then  gare  notice  thai 

aj68  46,  nays  21,  as  follows : —  as  the  particular  friends  of  the  resolotions 

Ayes  and  nays  on  the  appeal  of  Honorable  which  had  been  ruled  out  of  order,  in  connex- 

Humphrey  Marshall  from  tne  decision  of  liie  ion  with  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Stanly,  were 

Chair: —  not  present,  he  did  not  feel  called  on  to  pre- 

Sbnats. — Ayes — Messrs.  J.  H.  Clarke,  John  sent  the  resolution  of  which  he  had  given  pre- 

Davis,  H.  Fish,  J.  W.  Miller,  Truman  Smith,  yious  notice. 

P.  Spruance,  J.  R.  Underwood,  and  B.  F.  It  was  resolred  that  the  Chairman  of  the 

Wade.  meeting   have  authority  to  re-couTene  this 

Nays — ^lesRTs.  Brooke,  James  Cooper,  and  meeting,  should  circumstances,  in  his  opinion, 

Jackson  Morton.  render  necessary  such  a  step. 

House. — Ayes — Messrs.  Allison,  Barrere,  It  was  ordered  that  the  Chairman  of  the 

Bowne,  Brcnton,  Briggs,  Campbell,  Chandler,  meeting  cause  the  resolutions  recommending 

Cullom,  Fowler,  Go<x[enow,  Goodrich,  Grey,  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  Whig 

Ilascall,  Ucbard,  Ilosford,  Howe,  T.  W.  Howe,  National  Conyention,  to  be  inserted  in  the 

Hunter,  King,  Kuhns,Meacham,  Moore,  More-  Whig  newspapers  of  this  District,  signed  by 

head,  Parker,   Penniman,    Porter,    Sackett,  himself,  ana  countersigned  by  the  secretaries ; 

Schoolcraft,  Scuddor,   Stanly,  Stanton,  Ste-  and  then,  at  a  quarter  before  tweWe,  the  meet 

yens,  Taylor,  Walbridge,  Ward,  Washburn,  ing  adjourned. 

Wells,  \Vhite  of  Ky.,  Williams.  A  true  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  meeting, 

Noes — Appleton,  James  Brooks,  E.  C.  Ca-  Joseph  R.  Chandler,  )  c^-.^a«oB 

bell,    Clingman,  Dockery,    Ewing,    Gentry,  Altbed  Dockebt,        |  oecreianes. 

Haws,  Haven,  Landry,  H.  Marshall,  Martin,  — 

Moore,  Outlaw,  Schermerhorn,  Strother,  Wil-  Senate  Chamber,  May  10,  1852. 

^**2**  n    *        err         *u        4r   ^  *v  .  ri  To  the  Editors  of  the  Globe : 

Mr.  Gentry  of  Tenn.  then  offered  the  fol-  j^  ^^^                 cursorUy  over  a  part  of 

lowmg,m  addition  or  amendment  to  the  reso-  the  debate  in  the  House,  in  the  Daily  Globe 

lubon  of  Mr.  btanly :—  ^f  thjg  ^^^    j^  relation  to  the  CoDgreasional 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Whig  members  of  Con-  ^          j  g^^  ^^        discrepancies  tnd  some 

rress  m  thus  rec<,mmending  a  time  and  place  ^^^„     tj^^  -^^^  ^^  ^j^^  proceedings,  re- 

Tor  the  National  Whig  Convention  to  assem-  p^yished  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  i^ 

ble,  are  not  to  be  understood  as  pledging  ^„^^  ^^  ^^^^  upon  every  matenal  point 

themselves  to  support  the  nominees  of  said  ^y^^^  ^^  ^^^^^    T^^  Chair  ruled  botll  Mr. 

convention,  except  upon  the  condition  that  Marshall's  and  Mr.  Gentry's  resolutions  (»ut 

the  persons  then  and  there  nominated  as  can-  ^f  ^^^       ^  amendments  to  the  resolution 

didates  for  Uie  President  and  A  ico  President,  ^^^^^  y^    ^^  g^^j       T^e  Chair,  however, 

shaU  be  publicly  and  unequivocally  pledged  ^^^^^^  ^  receive  Mr.  Gentry's  resolutions  as 

to  regard  the  series  ofraeasures  known  as  the  ^  substantive  proposition,  if  it  should  be  so 

comnromise  measures,  as  a  final  settlement  of  offered— not  Mr,  Marshall's,  which  could  be 

the  dangerous  questions  which  they  embraced,  received  only  by  the  assent  of  the  majority 

and  to  maintain  that  settlement  inviolate.  ^j-  ^jj^  meotinc 

The  Chaif  decided  the  resolution  or  amend-  ^he  reason  of  the  discriminalion  in  the 

ment  of  Mr.  Gentry  to  be  out  of  order,  unless  ^j^^j  ^^  ^^^  Chairman  was,  that  Mr.  Gentry's 

as  a  substantive  proi>o8ition.    As  such  the  purported  t»  construct  no  platform  for  others, 

Chwr  would  receive  it.  j^^t  ^^     i   ^  ^^^^^  ^he  position  of  those  sup- 

Fromthis  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal  porting  it    Mr.  Marshal's  went  further,  anS, 

was  taken ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  was  fn  thetpening  of  the  Chair,  was  inadmissible, 

suMained  without  division.                          .  on  the  ground  of  assuming  to  construct,  in 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Stanly  then  coming  ^  a  political  platform,  which  the  Chair 

up,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio  moved  to  strike  out  ^j^^  L  in  no  extent  warrantable  by  the 

Baltimore  and  insert  Cincinnati,  which  was  „g         ^f  ^^  y^tj      ^     but  a  naked  usur- 

ne^tived.    A  motion  by  Ibe  same  gentleman,  ^p  ^^  ^^      ^^^  properly  exercisable  only  by 

to  insert  Louisville,  was  also  lost.  fbe  people,  or  theu-  representatives  in  the 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  Bal-  National  Convention 

timore  and  insert  Pittsburgh,  which  was  nega-  ^^  Chandler's  statement,  as  sustained  by 

^^f?'   ^,      ^,        *.  T*              1  .      .  -1         .  Mr.  Stanly  and  others,  is  entirely  accurate. 

Mr.  Chandler  of  Pa.  moved  to  strike  ^ut  Your  obedient  servant. 

Baltimore  and  msert    Philadelphia ;  which  Willie  P.  Mangum. 

motion  was  negatived.  ^  ^ 

Gen.  Cullom  of  Tenn.  then  gave  notice  that, 

aft«r  Mr.   Stanly's   resolution  should    have  Whig  Platform  of  1852. 

been  disposed  of.  he  would  renew  the  resolu-  The  Whigs  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 

tions  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  vention  assembled,  firmly  adhering  to  the  groat 

[Mr.  Marshall], and  die  gentleman  from  Ten-  conservative  republican  principle  by  which 

iiCKsee  [Mr.  Gentry],  if  fliey  would  remain,  they  are  controlled  and  govenied,  and  now,  as 

The  question  on  Mr.  Stanly's  resolution  ever,  velying  upon  the  intelligence  of  cIh» 

Kas  theu  put.  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  American  people,  with  an  abiding  oonfidesee 

W^out  a  division.  in  their  eapaoi^  for   self-goyemment,  and 
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cheir  continued  devotion  to  the  Constitation 
Mid  the  Union,  do  proclaim  the  following  as 
the  political  «ientImentB  and  determination, 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
which  their  national  organization,  as  a  partj, 
b  eflRiHitcd : — 

1.  That  the  ^Tcmment  of  the  United 
States  is  of  a  limited  character,  and  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  exercise  of  powers  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  and  such  as 
may  be  necessary  and  nroper  for  carrying  the 
granted  powers  into  full  execution ;  and  that 
all  powers  not  tlms  granted  or  necessarily  im- 
plied are  expressly  reserved  to  the  states  re- 
spectively, and  to  the  people. 

2.  Ttiat  the  state  governments  should  be 
held  secure  in  their  reserved  rights,  and  the 
general  government  sustained  in  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  and  the  Union  should  be  revered 
and  watched  over  as  the  palladium  of  our 
libcrticA. 

3.  That^  while  struggling  freedom  every- 
where enlists  the  warmest  sympathv  of  the 
Whig  party,  we  still  adhere  to  tne  doctrines 
of  the  rather  of  his  Country,  as  announced  in 
hi8  Farewell  Address,  of  keeping  ourselves  free 
from  all  entangling  alliances  with  foreign 
countries,  and  of  never  quitting  our  own  to 
stand  upon  foreign  ground ;  that  our  mission 
as  a  republic  is  not  to  propagate  our  opinions, 
or  impose  on  otlicr  countries  our  form  of 
government  by  artifice  or  force,  but  to  teach 
by  example,  and  show  by  our  success,  modera- 
tion and  justice,  the  blessings  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  the  advantages  of  free  institutions. 

4.  That  where  the  people  make  and  con- 
trol the  government  they  siiould  obey  its  Con- 
stitution, laws,  and  treaties,  as  thfy  would 
retain  their  self-respect^  and  the  respect  which 
they  claim  and  will  eiifi)rce  from  foreign 
powers. 

5.  That  the  government  should  be  con- 
ducted upon  principles  of  the  strictest  economy, 
and  that  revenue  sufficient  for  the  expenses  of 
its  economical  administration  in  time  of  peace 
ought  to  be  mainly  derived  from  a  duty  on 
imports,  and  not  front  direct  taxes;  and,  in 
levying  such  duties,  sound  policy  requires  a 
just  discrimination,  whereby  suitable  encou- 
ragement may  be  afforded  to  American  in- 
dustry, equally  to  classes,  and  to  all  portions 
of  the  country. 

6.  That  the  Cmstitution  vests  in  Congress 
the  power  to  opon  and  repair  harbors,  and  re- 
move obstructions  from  navigable  rivers ;  and 
it  is  expedient  that  Congress  should  exercise 
that  power  whenever  such  improvements  are 
necessary  for  the  common  defence,  or  for  the 
protection  and  focility  of  commerce  with 
roroign  nations  or  among  the  states — such 
improvements  in  every  instance  being  national 
and  general  in  their  character. 

7.  That  the  fwieral  and  state  government* 
are  parts  of  one  system,  alike  necessary  for 
the  common  prosperitv,  peace,  and  security, 
and  ought  to  be  regarcfed  alike  with  a  cordial, 
habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  Kespeet 
for  the  authority  of  each,  and  the  acquiescence 


in  jost  oonstitatioDal  mAMorM  of  Mch,  an 
duties  required  by  the  plainest  oonaidenitiaiit 
of  national,  of  state,  and  of  individiial  welfiurtL 
s.  That  the  series  of  acts  of  the  thirky-fizat 
Con^ss,  the  act  known  as  the  fbgitive  slsvi 
law  mchided,  are  received  and  acquiesced  in 
by  the  Whi^  party  of  the  United  States  m  • 
settlement,  in  principle  and  substmnce,  of  the 
dangerous  ana  excitmg  questions  which  thov 
embrace,  and,  so  far  as  thej  are  cunoeraeo, 
we  will  maintain  them,  and  insist  upon  their 
enforcement  until  time  and  experience  shaU 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  further  leBSsIa- 
tion  to  guard  against  the  evasion  of  the  laws 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  abase  of  their  powen 
on  the  other,  not  impairing  their  present  A 
ciency ;  and  we  deprecate  all  further  agitatioa 
of  th/>  questions  thus  settled  as  dangeroos  to 
our  peace,  and  will  discountenance  all  effbtts 
to  continue  or  renew  snch  agttadon,  whenever, 
wherever,  or  however,  the  attempt  may  be 
made ;  and  we  will  maintain  this  system  as 
essential  to  the  nationalitv  of  the  Whig  party, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

■ 

Williams,  Captain  James,  of  NaskTille, 
Tenn. 

Extract  frox  thb  Speech  of,  on  tiib  Bab- 
gain  AXD  Intrigue  Slanoek,  dbutered 
AT  Nashville,  August  18,  1856. 

For  the  purpose  of  presenting  at  one  view 
to  the  true  friends  of  Henry  Clair  the  rocord 
of  the  noble  and  manly  course  of  Mr.  Bachannn 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  "  bargain  and 
corruption,"  I  will  group  togcthi»r  with  the 
evidence  fumimhed  by  Mr.  Buchanan  the 
universal  recognition,  by  all  3Ir.  Clay's  liifr- 
graphers  and  historians,  of  the  importance  of 
that  testimony  to  his  defence.  Superadded 
to  this  positive  proof — ^inviting  scrutiny,  and 
defying  contradictiim — I  assert,  that  fn>m  the 
day  this  charge  was  first  preferred  azain(>t 
Mr.  Clay,  up  to  the  good  hour  when  the  Cin- 
cinnati Convention  made  its  noininnti(»n  fur 
the  Presidencv,  no  friend  of  Henry  Clay  ever 
alluded  to  Mr.  Buchanan's  connexion  with 
that  charge,  or  his  testimony  in  reforem-e 
thereto,  who  di«l  not  de<^lare,  that  he  fully  and 
unequivot^allv  established  Mr.  Clay's  inno- 
cence 1  During  a  pericMi  of  thirty  long  year*, 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay  have  triumphantly 
pointed  to  this  testimony,  as  of  itselt  ample 
and  conclusive,  in  his  vindicatitm,  and  nerer 
was  the  himorable  character  of  his  eondact 
towards  Mr.  Clay  oalled  in  ouestion,  until 
those  who  claim  to  l^e,  i>ar  excellence,  the  per- 
petuators  of  Mr.  Clay*s  ]>arty  under  n  new 
name,  adopted  as  their  candidate  for  the  Vice 
Presidency,  the  man  of  all  others  most  th:'r- 
oughly  identified  with  this  charge  in  its  in- 
ception and  perpetuation ! 

And  now  to  tlic  d«M'umentary  cestimony.  I 
read  from  the  Nashville  Banner  of  the*  15th 
of  August,  1S:'>0  : — 

ftfn<ral  Jarl-fcn'i  Stat^m^f. 

"In  .TuDDiirv,  1kl>5,  «  membrr  of  Con^n*^  *^  Mvh  r^ 

rtability  [Mr.  RurhHnatil  vMteil  mo  one  morning,  ani 
rred — *  Ue  had  been  infl>rni«d  hj  tbc  frieadi  Of  Mr 
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Chj,  tihst  ilw  fHvndt  of  Vr.  Adnni  Ind  mu§B  oieitiUM  to 
tbnn  WTinf  If  Mr.  daj  Koi  his  flrleoda  wvraid  qbIIb  in  aU 
of  the  eMoon  c/  Mr.  Adamf,  Mr.  Ctaj  ibould  be  Secretary 
of  State ;  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  wer«  nrgirf  as  a 
reason  to  Induce  the  friends  of  Mr.  day  to  aoeede  to  this 
propositloB,  that  If  I  was  elected  Piesklent,  Mr.  Adams 
would  be  continued  Sc«retai7  of  State  (innuendo  there  would 
be  no  mom  fi>r  Kentucky)— that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay 
stated,  the  West  dM  not  wish  to  separate  from  the  We»t, 


and  If  I  would  say,  or  permit  any  of  my  oonfldenUal  Monds 

Sthat,  In  cam  I  i         -    -  -  

not  be  coutinned  Secretary  of  State,  by  a  complete 


to  say  that.  In  cam  I  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Adams 


union  of  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends,  thity  would  put  an  end 
to  the  Prpsidentlal  contest  in  one  boor ;  and  he JJf  r.  Bucha- 
nan] was  of  opinion  It  was  rl|^t  to  l^ht  snn  Intriguers 
with  th«>ir  own  weapons.'  ** 

**  This  disclosure  was  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  a 
member  of  ConRrew  of  the  first  reapectoMHty  and  Intelll- 
penee.  The  ereninir  belbro,  he  had  eonmnnlented,  snbatan- 
tlally.  th»  Kame  proportion  to  Mi^jor  Eaton,  my  eoUcaffue  In 
the  .^ustif,  with  a  desire  warmly  manlfMted,  that  he  should 
eommnntriUe  with  me  and  ascertain  my  Hews  on  the 
sultfeet" 

•  e  e  e  e  e  e 

**Tn  be  thus  approached  by  a  genttoman  of  Mr.  Burba- 
van's  hi^h  character  and  standinc,  with  an  apology  prof 
fered  at  tlie  time  for  what  he  was  tMoui  to  remark  to  me — 
one  who,  as  I  undemtnod,  had  iJways,  to  that  moment, 
been  on  Ikmiliar  and  friendly  terms  with  Mr.  Clay,  assuring 
ne  that  on  certain  t^rms  and  conditions  being  assonted  to 
on  my  piirt,  then,  *  by  an  union  of  Mr.  Clay  and  hiii  friends, 
they  woukl  put  an  end  to  the  Presidential  contest  in  one 
hour*— what  other  ooneluslon  or  Inference  was  to  be  made 
than,  that  he  spoke  by  authority  either  of  Mr.  Clay  hlmnelf, 
or  iiome  of  hiff  confidential  friends?  The  character  of  Mr. 
nnrhanan  with  me.  furblds  the  idea  tliat  he  was  acting  on 
his  own  iwponnibility,  or  that  under  any  rirrumfltaooes,  he 
eould  hare  licen  induced  to  propose  an  arrangement  unlew 
posMShoJ  of  satislkctory  assurances  that  If  aceeptifd,  it 
would  be  carried  fully  into  eflisct.  A  weak  mind  would  sel- 
dom or  ever  be  thus  disposed  to  act,  an  intolllgeut  one 
nerer. 

'*  Under  all  the  drrumstances  appearing  at  the  time,  1 
did  not  resist  the  Impres^^ion  that  Mr.  Buchanan  had  ap- 
proached me  on  the  rautlouslr  submitted  mt)position  of 
some  anthoriieil  ponton ;  and  therefore,  in  grrlng  him  my 
answer,  did  request  him  to  say  to  Mr.  CIsy  and  his  friends, 
what  that  answer  had  been."— 5te  pMished  Utter  of  Gen. 
JiKkmm,  dated  Bermiiagt,  Jtdy  18, 1827. 

This  Statement  coyers  the  entire  charge 
mode  against  Mr.  Bachanan,  in  all  its  lcng£, 
breadth,  and  thickness.  It  is  not  pretended 
that  at  any  other  time  or  apon  any  other  occa- 
noD,  he  was  in  any  manner  connected,  up  to 
that  period,  with  the  matter  in  controversy. 
Assume  for  the  moment  that  Mr.  Buchanan 
had  never  made  any  response  whatever  to  the 
subject  of  this  interview  with  General  Jack- 
son, I  ask  my  old  Whig  friends  to  analyse  it, 
and  sift  its  true  meaning.  Can  anything  more 
be  made  of  it,  than  that  preceding  and  pend- 
ing the  election  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  Presidency,  many  rumors  were 
▼ery  naturally  in  circulation  as  to  the  political 
combination  that  might  be  formed  to  effect  an 
election?  Amongst  others  it  vras  reported 
that  if  General  Jackson  should  be  chosen 
President,  he  would  continue  Mr.  Adams  in 
his  position  of  Secretary  of  State.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  according  to  this  hypothesis,  de- 
Hircd  General  Jackson  to  disabuse  the  public 
mind  upon  this  point,  and  to  let  it  be  stated 
authoritatively  that  no  such  arrangement  had 
bficn  entered  into,  and  that  this  simple  decla- 
ration of  neutrality  between  Adams  and  Clay 
would  Hatisfy  the  friends  of  the  latter. 

Tiic  only  crime  which  can  be  discovered 
fi::;uinst  Mr.  Buchanan  in  this  whole  state- 
uio:it,  hy  the  moHt  thorough  and  rigid  analysis, 
wa-H  th:it,  in  the  event  of  the  election  ot  his 
friend  General  Jackson  to  the  Presidency,  he 


appointment  of  Secretary  of  State,  rather 
than  John  Qaincy  Adams.  But  I  will  now 
read  the  reply  made  by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  the 
statement  or  General  Jackson,  dated  8th 
August,  1827,  and  addressed  to  the  editor  of 
the  Lancaster  Journal : 

[Here  Captain  Williams  read  Mr.  Buch- 
anan's reply  to  General  Jackson's  statement 
on  page  76  of  this  work.] 

Could  any  language  have  been  fuller,  more 
conclusive,  or  more    explicit?     Throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  or  the  land  Mr.  Clay's 
friends  hailed  its  publication  as  a  complete 
vindication  of  his  innocence.    Mr.  Clay  waa 
everywhere  congratulated  upon  his  triumph, 
and  in  every  (quarter  his  friends  gave  evidence 
of  their  gratitude  towards  Mr.  Buchanan  for 
this  noble  act  of  devotion  to  truth  and  justice. 
I  trust  the  old  followers  of  Clay  will  not  for^ 
get  the  time  when,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  called  upon 
to  display  this  act  of  moral  heroism.     The 
Jackson  party  was  then  in  the  ascendancy  all 
over  the  country.     Mr.  Clay,  almost  crushed 
by  the  unpopularity  of  his  connexion  with  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  torrent 
of  public  opinion  which  seemed  everywhere 
to  set  against  him,  nobly  breasted  the  storm, 
but  still  all  eves  were  turned  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
who  was  called  upon  to  testify  as  to  his  guilt 
or  innocence.     One  word  from  him — one  in- 
sinuation that  he  had  been  authorized  by  Mr. 
Clay  or  his  friends  to  make  a  corrupt  propo- 
sition upon  the  subject  of  the  pending  election, 
and  it  is  admitted,  by  both  friendH  and  foes, 
that  that  word  would  have  crushed  Mr.  Clay, 
and  would,  perhaps,  with  many  persons,  have 
left  an  impression  of  his  guilt,  never  to  be 
eradicated.  But  that  word  was  never  spoken  I 
True  to  the  instincts  of  a  noble  nature,  Mr. 
Buchanan  said,  '*  If  there  is  an^  guilt,  it  is 
mine;  I  spoke  only  upon  my  individual  respon- 
sibility ;  Mr.  Clay  is  innocent." 

All  honor  to  the  man  who,  in  the  midst  of 
such  a  conflict,  rose  superior  to  the  appliances 
and  the  blandishments  of  party,  and  aared  do 
justice  to  a  political  adversary. 

But  I  stand  not  alone  among  the  friends  of 
Henry  Clay  in  the  estimate  I  have  placed 
upon  the  honorable  conduct  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 
Eivery  single  biographer — every  historian— 
every  friend  of  Mr.  Clay,  whose  opinions  have 
been  recorded  up  to  the  period  of  Mr.  Buch- 
anan's nomination  for  the  Presidency,  em- 
bracing a  period  of  thirty  years — has  expressed 
the  same  degree  of  admiration  for  his  course, 
and  the  same  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of 
his  testimony  to  Mr.  Clay's  defence.  I  will 
read  to  you  an  extract  from  Colton's  Life  of 
Clay,  vol.  1,  pages  138-9 : — 

**  In  the  form  of  a  reply,  dated  June  5.  1827.  he  [Oen. 
JacksonJ  dirertly  charged  the  friends  of  Mr.  CUy  with 
having  made  the  alle^  propositions,  through  a  dlBtlD> 
Knlnhod  member  of  Cominress,  and  acmmpanled  his  alUofr- 
(if»ns  with  InsinuaUons  that  the  offer  was  made  by  the  autfi»> 
rity  of  Mr.  Clay.  Mr.  Clay  immediately  demanded  the  nana 
of  the  *  dlAtiofcuishcd  member  of  Oonisrcss*  throogh  whoa 
the  overtures  had  been  made,  and  recelTsd  from  General 
Jackson  the  name  of  Mr.  Boehanaa  of  PsnnaylTanla.    Thna 


•jreferred  that  Mr.  Clay  should  receive  the  I  Kd*^^utkii'fr3°i?Ss^e'^^ 
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BMlrtoanilndirttlMflateiiiHL . 

1  ^- _  — J  __n  ,■._.!_  "u  onlr  eoiiTm«tkiii  h* 

iioiDliliKtorntilnlDi 

u  SKirtm?  of  state,  ba  hid  not  Ow  mart  dlt- 

nm  un-  Um  Uin.nl  btUntd  or  iHiHteil  ha  anu  on 

iir  of  Mr,  Cla;  «  bli  Mcndi.    Thni  lb>  iNHtion  of 

ifil  JockKio  vu  Dot  onlj  lafl  DUBiibpattsd,  but  phown 

b  DWD  wltuMn  to  b>  ■  nUtd  bbebnd.    Bat  It  wu 

•  bf  ■  illrUiigolxhea  ami,  ud  lUn  artfed  vllb  11  •ami 

BO  of  vckbl.  ciift>r«d.  ■>  It  Taiv  lij  th*  wbols  oppoal- 

.  wUch  dmjlatad  tfaa  cbiTga,  aod 

j.t.ji 1   'tproduad 

dvprlTad  of  ttivLr  oalj  fbow 
Uararl}  In  IMI.  npliHtlj 

llMsd  oirrtura  to  vhkb  ba  had  flnt 
■  lirtlar  of  IStL,  than  waa  not  tba 


•f  arUaBor  l^  a  IrUrt 


0Ur( 


It  will  be  utjRFrved  that  this  historian  de- 
Mr.  Buolianan's  testimony  to  Mr.  Clay'i 


^  so  concluBiTe,  taat  the  charge 
bf^inst  him  was  "  left  ectinily  unsupported." 
And  furtlicr  nddo,  thnt  the  onlj  shoir  of  evi- 
dence left  vas  annihilated  by  ue  diBclaimer 
of  Curter  Beverly,  in  1R41.  How  ia  it  pos- 
sible tu  reconcile  these  dculaiationi  with  the 
idea  that  Mr.  Buchanan  ever  intimated  a  soli- 
Urj  doubt  of  Mr.  Clay's  innocence  !  Let  us 
DOW  sec  what  weight  was  attached  by  Mr. 
George  D.  Prentice,  the  editor  of  the  Louis- 
ville Journal,  tn  the  eTidenoooFMr,  Buchanan. 
A  number  of  years  ago  ho  left  New  England 
anil  visited  LexingtoD  fur  the  purpose  ofwrit- 
ing  the  Life  of  Ucnrv  Clay.  lie  completed  it 
under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  in  the  veir 
■hades  of  Ashland.  1  read  from  Qeorgo  D. 
Prentice's  Life  of  Clay,  page  237 : — 
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Uab 

nb  and  dtclan 

loiia,Mr. 
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'madala 
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^I1U»^ 

■nd 

Bownal  Mh'K    Mr 

Buc 

t  to  ni  pabllcly,  that  ba 
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ri-r  to  ll.'ii.  Ja«kai>D 

ude 

U.ai»^an-lD 

aufdlco. 

jlbKlhiultbelMUt  K 

■nn  to  tham.    Tha  yt\n- 

ffi 

■KUHT  waa  DOW  fllfliti 

ut  hia  partlMna  ilDpiKd 

tlic  phurge  Imd  been  first  made,  Prentioe 
declares  that  Mr.  Buchanan  was  on  honorable 
man,  nnil  fully  acquitted  Mr.  Clay  of  all 
wrong.  It  is  true  tliat,  since  the  oommence' 
ment  uf  the  present  contest,  this  unsurunuluus 
man  has  eaton  his  own  words ;  and  now 
charges,  without  ii  syllable  of  proof,  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  iiiit  "an  honorable  man,"  and 
that  be  did  mit  "  exonerate  Mr.  Clay."  but  ho 


oqIv  proves  thereby  that  he  then  deliberately, 
«ud  with  full  knowledge,  falsified  lustory  ' 
defend  Mr,  Clny.  or  that  he  is  now  the  sic 


dercr  of  Ixith  the  living  and  the  dead. 


Sar- 


■uony  as  to  the  honorable  conduct  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and,  in  common  with  all  the  other 
Itiends  of  Mr.  Clay,  points  to  his  testimony  as 
k  triumphant  vindication  I 

I  rooA  from  E[)eti  Sorgcont's  Life  of  Clay, 
page  114:— 


U  puUdpUba  Is  ll 

But  there  is  sHU  another  distingniahvd  eW 
zen  who  ho*  unqualifiedly  commended  tba 
honorable  and  noble  conduct  of  Mr.  Bnebaaaa 
in  reference  to  this  question.  AltboDgfa  now 
an  enemy  to  the  Union,  a?id  a  desertor  ft«i 
the  great  conservative  principles  of  Mr,  Clm, 
his  testimony,  deliberately  uttered  before  hi* 
detection,  cannot  now  be  reported. 

n«>  Hh.  B.  ftuBFifl  Lift  fJJ.  Q.  AAtmt-Vf.  VR-*. 

-  llFniwu  ■  dlract  inlllahn  hatWHaOmanl  Jacfcaosal 
Hi.  CUj.  AU  DOW  niUd  witb  Kr.  Bscbuu.  Hk  bWV 
iDODf  wonld  althar  mamia  Ur.  Clv>  «t  f*»  kim,  la  » 

I     •- J      ••"  " ^   •    ••     ail 

of  (alamnj.  Id  dot  tlia^  Ur.  BnrhaDU  mad*  Ua  ttS^ 
aaot,  in  whlcb  ha  danM,  m  naaiiulnaal  li»f«,  kaakf 
madamiiT  >ucb  pniwalttOB  to  0«iMr*l  Jaekna.  fUartu* 
meol  rblir  and  titami^ullr  OMPatatad  Hr.  On,  lb. 
Adama.  and  Ihalr  frioHl*,  fnm  IbacbaiHa^ 'banidi  Mi 
isrnipilDs.'  whkta  bW  baaa  K  baMl;  sod  wt^tf  dkaa* 

This  author,  it  will  b«  obeerrod,  declani 
that  Mr.  Buchanan's  testimony  in  faror  4f 
Mr.  Clay  was  absolutely  necesaanr  to  1^ 
defence ;  without  it  he  would  be  cnisbed.  fiol 
B  time  (says  Hr.  Seward)  "he  fiilly  and 
t  ri  umpb  an  tly  exonerated  Mr.Clay.Mr.  AdaoM, 
and  their  friends." 

We  have  thus  before  us  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  and  the  commenta  and  eou- 
clusiona  drawn  thcrefroia  by  Mr.  Clay*! 
friends.  Let  us  now  see  what  Mr.  Clay  liiia- 
self  thought  of  the  nature  and  probable  e&eet 
of  Mr.  Buchanan's  publicatbn. 


in  to  Ihr  public;  and  allliouKh  hi<  rTkU-Dllr  lakon 

thmuEhout  the  wlii.lc  of  It  Up  »far>!  aud  roiar  Ui-ri'iwl  Jaik- 
•ciD.  bit  lalla.  la  etit)'  niwntial  )>arllrn1ar.  to  But'talD  Ite 
"inaral.     In-ltnl,  I  cnolil  not  dfidiv  a  ilroiiErr  (UtaBwnl 

a  UpDaial.    I  dlniclwl  a  cD|ijr  to  bo  ancloaad  x™>«daj  M 

'-It  rnuat  vuDflrni  anjjtood  ImprobalDn  iindmed  hj  aj 

If,  then,  Mr.  Clay  "could  not  desire  a 
stronger  statement  from  Mr.  Buchanan,"  and 
;lII  his  friends  and  bingrapbers  fnm  that  day 
[o  the  !M  day  of  June.  I8.)fi,  coincided  wita 
Cluy  in  opinion,  will  it  not  strike  the  public 
id  with  some  force,  thnt  his  ]ioslhumoa« 
odiiiirers  uf  the  "old  Kiti-hon  Cdbiiiet,"  to 
■r  with  their  fi^llowcrs.  ouslit  to  be  satis 
iied  with  tlie  part  enacted  by  Mr.  Iluehaiian* 
lAnguu)^  could  not  lie  slmnfcer  than  thai 
used  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  he  coiu'ludos  by  declar- 
ing thiit  Mr.  Buchanan's  stiiteniftit  must  ron- 
lirni  any  favorable  iinpressii  in  produced  by  the 
speech  lie  had  recently  delivered. 

Upon  many  other  occasiijns  Mr.  Clay  reite- 
rated the  same  opinions  in  rejinrd  to  Mr. 
iluchanan's  conduot.  On  his  relireinenl  fnini 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  Stale,  his  friinids  in 
Washington  gave  him  a  public  dinner,  and  in 
a  speech  u]ion  thnt  occasmn  he  said  : — 

••  That  dUaen  [Ghii'ihI  Jarkaunl  baa  dona  nt  innl  )■>» 
tioo.  It  waa  Infllclfd,  I  iniul  «trr  btHria,  far  (ho  4nbk 
pnnwao  of  (tbUI^Iik  piiTaU  rwntmM  ■nd  mawiirlM 
Miaoaal amhltliiD.  WbFD.durlnc  tba  laUruvaiakbaiUM 
■Inwajil  tbiODnh  the  public  prints  mdar  hla  papyag  asm^ 
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lie  trlKnnxl  bi«  fHrad  md  only  wItBMi  [Mr.  BodWBMiJ  to 
nublUh  it.  thH  •nxloiM  attention  of  tbo  vhole  Amarittn 
people  wa.1  direct!^  to  th«  tontlmony  whteh  that  wltaaM 
inlttht  ri'tuler.  Up  proniptly  obffjed  tbo  cmll  and  taotilled  to 
what  lie  kiifw.  Hi;  coald  Mjr  notbioK.  And  he  taid  nothing 
whlrli  rant  the  sU^hUwt  shade  upon  my  honor  or  inteKritj. 
What  be  did  sny  wm  the  rerenc  of  any  implication  of  me.** 


it 


Again,  in  December,  1827,  Mr.  Clay,  in  his 
MdrcsH  to  tlie  Public,"  which  he  published 
in  his  defence,  says : — 

*  Mr.  Bnrhanan  ban  been  heard  by  Uie  pnblle.  and  I  Ml 
jnetified  in  a«iifrUuf;  that  the  first  impreffiion  of  the  whole 
nutlon  wax.  a*  it  in  ^et  that  of  every  intelligent  mind,  un- 
bia^Mil  by  party  prrjudloe,  that  his  taetimony  fully  exonera- 
ted me." 

In  this  connexion,  I  desire  to  direct  your 
attention  to  a  historical  fact  which  should  not 
be  oyerlooked.  Mark  the  coincidence  between 
the  conduct  of  the  Kitchen  Cabinet  then  and 
now.  A  portion  of  Mr.  Clay's  personal  ene- 
mies endeavored  to  break  the  force  of  Mr. 
Buchanan's  testimony,  by  giving  to  his  lan- 
guage an  interpretation  differert  from  its 
plain  import.  Thoy  insisted,  just  as  is  now 
oontendeu  by  the  liouisvillc  Journal,  Francis 
P.  Blair,  the  revived  Kitchen  Cabinet,  and 
many  others  who  are  no  doubt  acting  without 
a  due  knowledge  of  the  facts,  that  Mr.  Buch- 
anan did  not  in  fact  fully  acquit  Mr.  Cla^. 
All  of  tlice,  however,  were  his  uncompromis- 
ing enemies:  and  in  the  address  from  which 
wc  have  a  noted,  Mr.  Clay  alludes  with  bitter- 
ness to  this  effort  to  deprive  him  of  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Buchanan's  conclusive  vindication,  and 
says  that  it  is  *'  the  most  extraordinary  inter- 
pretation of  Mr.  Buchanan's  statement  that 
ever  was  given  to  human  language  V* 

If  tliere  are  any  true  friends  of  this  departed 
patriot  and  statesman  who  have  unwittingly 
loined  in  this  clamor  against  Mr.  Buchanan, 
lot  them  remember  that  they  are  now  occupy- 
ing the  same  ground  on  which  the  most  reck- 
less and  unrelenting  of  Mr.  Clay's  enemies 
stood  thirty  years  ago;  and  let  them  likewise 
remember  Mr.  Clay's  indignant  rebuke,  when 
he  declared  that  such  an  interpretation  of  Mr. 
Buchanan's  conduct  towards  him  involved  the 
most  extraordinary  interpretation  ever  given  to 
human  language. 

I  desire  now  to  direct  particular  attention 
to  the  following  letter  from  the  pen  of  K.  P. 
Letcher.  It  will  be  perceived  that  it  fully  and 
entirely  refutes  the  utterly  groundless  aecla- 
ration  of  the  Louisville  Jourruil,  that  if  Mr. 
Letcher  was  permitted  to  niuko  public  the 
matter  of  the  private  convcr.-ation  therein  re- 
ferred to,  it  would  place  Mr.  Buchanan  in  a 
very  different  attitude  before  the  public  from 
that  which  he  now  occupies.  Can  any  honora- 
ble man  who  has  read  tne  articlcM  referred  to 
in  the  Louisville  Journal  avoid,  upon  reading 
the  closing  paragraphs  of  this  letter,  an  in- 
Tolontary  feeling  of  contempt  and  detestation 
for  that  species  of  party  warfare  which  hesi- 
tates not  to  give  utterance  to  any  falsehood 
which  may  hold  out  the  prospect  of  deceiving 
the  ignorant  or  uninformed?  The  letter,  it 
trill  oe  borne  in  mind,  was  written  upon  the 
oooasion  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  published  state- 
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ment  in  reference  to  the  question  mi  issue  b^ 
tween  Mr.  Clay  and  Oen.  Jackson : — 

B.  p.  Ldeher  to  Mr.  OUtg. 

"  My  Dear  Sir :  With  your  letter  of  the  9th,  Mr.  Biidi»> 
nan's  re^nonie  to  the  hero  wai  reeelred.  lli«  anawer  la  weQ 
put  together.  As  they  say  in  Oonneetleat,  *  there  is  a  gi«at 
deal  of  good  reading  in  Biick*s  reply.'  It  Is  modeat  and 
genteel,  yet  strong  and  oondosiTa.  I  am  tmly  deUghted 
with  the  manner  in  which  B.  hat  acquitted  himselCl  am 
greatly  gmtlfled  with  the  resnlt,  and  must  baHera  It  will 
have  a  happy  effect  upon  the  Presidential  deeUoa.  It  is 
impoeviblr  It  should  turn  out  otherwiae. 

"  Virginia,  after  this,  will  not,  can  not,  support  the  Oe- 
neraL  I  never  haTS  had  the  least  hope  of  viiglula  until 
now.  I  |in>snme  Buck's  reply  supersedes  the  neeesrity  of 
any  reference  to  the  eonTorsation  In  mjr  room.  I  am  idad 
of  It"  ~*  a- 

And  now,  gentlemen,  permit  me,  in  con« 
nexion  with  this  letter  of  Mr.  Letcher,  to  call 
you  attention  to  the  scheme  set  on  foot  by  Cal- 
vin Colton,  the  historian  before  referred  to, 
and  Oeorge  D.  Prentice,  to  create  the  false 
impression  upon  the  public  mind  that  if  Mr. 
Letcher  was  allowed  to  relate  the  substance 
of  a  private  conversation  between  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan and  himself,  the  public  would  be 
startled  by  the  horrible  atrocity  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's conduct.  The  letter  I  have  just  read 
positively  and  flatly  and  unequivocally  con- 
tradicts any  such  inference.  Colton,  m  his 
statement  in  the  Nashville  Banner,  says : — 

"  It  may  nlso  be  proper  for  me  to  say,  that  Mr.  Clay  ap- 
pended a  note  to  the  same  document.  adTisIng  me  to  ippir 
to  Got.  Letolier  for  further  inlbrmation  on  the  ftut()ectk  I 
accordingly  c&lle<l  on  (Jot.  Letcher,  and  found  his  lips  seale4 
by  a  pledge  of  silence  given  to  Mr.  Buchanan." 

Now,  one  of  two  things  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain :  Either  Mr,  Colton  and  George  D.  Pren- 
tice are  endeavoring  to  make  a  false  impres- 
sion upon  the  public  mind,  or  Mr.  Letcher,  in 
the  letter  I  have  just  read,  stated  as  true  what 
was  absolutely  and  essentially  false  I  L<mg 
after  the  mysterious  conversation  referred  to, 
Mr.  Letcher,  in  the  confidence  of  private 
friendship,  writes  to  Mr.  Clay  that  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's statement  is  so  "modest  and  gen- 
teel," yet  so  "  strong  and  conclusive,"  that  it 
**  supersedes  the  necessity  of  any  reference  to 
the  conversation  in  his  room;"  that  is,  it 
covers  the  whole  ground  of  tliat  conversation, 
and  there  was  notning  left  to  tell. 

That  subjects  of  a  private  character  mny 
have  been  discussed  in  Mr.  Letcher's  room, 
may  or  may  not  be  true ;  but  that  the  whole 
of  that  conversation,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
question  of  bargain  and  corruption,  was  co- 
vered by  Mr.  Buchanan's  statement,  is  incon- 
tcstibly  established  by  the  solemn  declaration 
of  Mr.  Letcher  himself.  Until  Mr.  Letcher 
announces  that  his  letter  contains  a  deliberate 
falsehood,  no  man  can  put  any  faith  in  the  de- 
clarations thus  wantonly  made  in  the  North 
by  the  Black  Republican  Colton — remroduced 
in  the  South  by  the  Know-Nothinj^  Prentice, 
with  the  unworthy  purpose  of  securmg  a  party 
advantage,  and  echoed  in  Nashville  by  the  old 
organ  otthe  " Kitchen  Cabinet," 

An  event  in  the  history  of  political  parties 
in  the  past  affords  a  memorable  parallel  to  tha 
one  now  under  consideration.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  Henry  Clay,  pending  the  Pre 
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ridential  election  of  1825,  addressed  a  letter 
to  that  arch  traitor,  Francis  P.  Blair,  who  has 
by  turns  deserted  every  party  or  public  man 
who  has  confided  in  him.  He  was  at  that  time 
regarded  by  Mr.  Clay  as  his  unwavering 
fHend.  As  Mr.  Clay's  political  fortunes 
waned,  however,  so  did  Mr.  Blair's  friend- 
ship, until  at  length  he  sold  out  ba^  and  bag- 
£ge  to  Mr.  Clan's  enemies.  Then  it  was  that 
rk  and  mysterious  hints  began  to  bo  dissemi- 
nated, that  Mr.  Clay  had  written  a  confidential 
letter  to  Blair,  in  wnich  the  whole  bargain  and 
intrigue  was  fully  admitted.  Blair  counte- 
nanced the  rumor,  and  so  the  enemies  of  Mr. 
Clay  assumed  the  dark  hint  to  be  a  black 
reality,  and  the  whole  country  rang  with  the 
charge.  At  length,  after  many  years,  Blair 
was  called  upon,  and  was  obliged  to  publish 
the  letter  in  full.  It  turned  out,  as  all  will 
remember,  to  be  utterly  insignificant.  Blair, 
however,  witnessed  the  tremendous  influence 
which  the  hint  exercised  upon  the  public 
mind  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Clay ;  and 
hence,  no  doubt,  the  pertinacity  with  which 
the  old  Kitchen  Cabinet,  and  its  adjunct 
of  the  Louisville  Journal,  cling  to  the  above 
story  of  the  private  conversation  l>etween  Mr. 
Letcher  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  which  we  have  bo- 
fore  shown  Mr.  Letoher  emphatically  denies. 
I  have  thus  called  up  from  the  records  of 
the  past  the  declarations  of  all  Mr.  Clay's 
biographers  and  friends,  together  with  his  own 
solemn  assurances,  all  agreeing  that  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's conduct  was  noble,  manly,  and  con- 
clusive of  Mr.  Clay*s  innocence.  I  will  now 
read  to  you  the  testimony  of  his  son,  James 
B.  Clay,  who  surely  cannot  be  suspected  of 
doing  or  saying  anything  which  would  bo 
calculated  to  injure  the  reputation  of  his  noble 
father : — 

from  J.  B.  Clay's  Sptttch  in  Mason  Obunty^  Ky^  J\dy  26, 1856. 
'*  I  have  fully  and  carefully  Rtndiod  the  wholo  hLitory  of 
the  bargain  and  intrigup  Rlandnr,  with  the  cxpivpii  purpow 
of  ascertaining  the  truth  or  the  falsity  of  the  rhaive  againitt 
Mr.  Buchanan,  and  the  renult  of  my  ftoarch  ha.-*  been,  that 
w  an  honeKt  roan.  I  am  br>und  to  arijuit  him  of  having  had 
any  part  in  the  ori;rlnal  nlander,  or  of  having  done  mv  father 
any  wrong,  when  ho  wan  nummoned  before  tlie  public  aH  a 
witne.4H  againiit  him.  I  am  bound  to  acquit  him  upon  the 
tetitimony  of  the  very  peraon  whom  he  is  mid  to  have 
wronged  and  ulanderfd.  and  iiowever  little  partisan  editors 
-ami  partisan  orators  may  esteem  the  evidence  of  my  father 
himself,  it  is  abundantly  sufflciitfit  for  mo,  his  son.  The 
charge  of  liargain  and  intrigue  was  first  made  by  Mr.  Kremer. 
in  an  anonymous  letter,  subsequently  reiterated  by  Carter 
Beverly,  In  bis  celebrated  Fayetteville  letter,  and  finally 
asserted  by  Gen.  Jackson,  who  assumed  the  responMibility 
of  it,  and  to  prove  its  truth,  summoned  Mr.  Buchanan  before 
the  public  as  his  only  witnei>s.  Mr.  Buclianan  promptly 
miponde<l  to  the  call  for  his  testimony.  Did  ho  sustain  Mr. 
Kroracr,  Carter  Beverly  and  Gen.  Jackson,  the  last  of  whom 
summoned  him  7  On  the  contrarv,  his  evidence  was  clear 
and  difitinct,  and  fiilly  ezculpiitod  Mr.  Clay  from  the  charges 
made  against  him.  So  Mr.  Clay  regarded  it  himself,  and 
he,  the  person  accused,  testified,  publicly  and  privately,  that 
he  lonsldercd  Mr.  Buchanan  had  done  him  no  wrong." 

I  have  thus  far  furnished  the  recorded  tes- 
timony of  Henry  Clay  himself,  and  of  every 
single  individual  claiming  to  he  his  friend  who 
has  written  upon  the  subject,  from  the  moment 
the  charge  was  first  heralded  to  the  world,  up 
to  the  hour  when  James  Buchanan  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  Presidency.  I  will  now  direct 
your  attention  to  the  testimony  furnished  since 


that  tune  b}r  the  reoogniBed  "  Kitehen  Cabi- 
net," in  conjunction  with  their  ally  of  tfat 
Louisville  Journal,  who  has  recentiy,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  onerous  duties,  taken  charge 
of  the  reputation  of  Gen.  Andrew  Jackaon, 

A  few  week^  ago  the  Nashville  Banner,  the 
old  home  organ  of  the  "  Kitohen  CabiDet," 
paraded  in  its  columns  an  extract  of  a  letter 
written  in  1845,  by  Gen.  Jackson  to  Wm.  B. 
Lewis,  the  old  member  of  the  Culinary  Cabi- 
net before  referred  to,  of  which  the  foflowing 
is  a  copy : — 

**Vour  obwrratlonB  witb -regard  to  Mr.  BnrhftDUi  m 
cnrrert  He  showed  %  want  of  mtnral  eoiinga  hi  th»  aSdr 
nf  the  intrigue  of  Adams  and  Clay— did  not  do  mo  Jvatloo  )m 
tht*  expose  he  then  made,  and  I  am  sare  about  thmt  iIbn 
did  believe  there  was  an  nnderafaodlng  between  Adnawosi 
Clay  about  the  i*reflidency  and  SarreurT  of  Stnte.  This  I 
am  sure  of.  But  whether  bo  viewed  that  tborv  was  mmf 
corruption  In  the  case  or  not,  T  know  not,  but  one  tbinft  1 
know,  that  he  wi!i|ie«l  me  to  mraliat  tbom  with  thi4r  own 
weapons — that  « as  to  let  mj  friends  sajif  1  wan  elorl»d  I 
would  make  Mr.  (^ay  Secretary  nf  Siati>.  This  to  mo  wppsand 
gross  corraption,  and  I  repellHl  it  with  that  honest  InUi^ 
nation  as  [which]  I  thought  it  deserrML** 

This  much  of  the  letter  of  Gen.  Jackson 

had  boon  published  for  months,  when  it  was 

charged  that  an  important  portion  had  been 

suppressed.    The  Banner  finally  admitted  the 

fact,  and  (>n  the  15th  innt.  published  the  entire 

letter,  from  which  we  discover  that  the  para* 

graph,   instead  of  being  terminated   at  the 

word  *'  deserved,*'  is  ciintinned  in  the  follow^ 

ing  words : — 

*'  Mr.  Bnchanan  Is  a  man  of  fine  talents,  and  If  hr  mmei 
Into  the  Department  of  State,  will  exaeoto  tha  datfaa  whh 
abUitj." 

Without  pausing  to  comment  upon  the  in- 
justice of  this  suppression  to  Mr.  Buclianan, 
I  would  n.<>k,  what  does  this  letter  prove? 
Why,  first,  that  Oeu/  Jackson  did,  in  all  pro- 
bility.  to  the  end  of  his  life,  entertain  hi«  old 
prejudices  apiinst  Henry  Clay.  What  next 
docs  it  cstaI)li^ih  ?  Clearly  this,  that  it  was 
the  (minion  of  Gen.  Jackson,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Buchanan  had  at  all  times,  orally  and  in 
writing,  pn)claimc<l  Mr.  Clay's  innocence,  yet 
that  in  the  depths  of  his  heart,  he  real  I  v  and 
in  all  sincerity  did  believe  Mr.  Clay  guilty,  as 
charged.  Mark  you.  Gen.  Jackson  (loes  not 
say  that  Mr.  Bu(rhanan  ever  made  the  charce ; 
on  the  coutmry,  he  in  effect  complains  that 
he  did  not  do  so,  but  ho  expresses  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Buchanan  did  nevertheless  believe  it 
true. 

For  one,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  Gon.  Jack- 
son did  honestly  entertain  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Clay's  guilt.  For  myself,  I  entertained  no 
doubt  of  his  inno<'onco.  No  two  public  men 
since  the  days  of  Washington,  have  filled  so 
large  a  space  in  the  public  mind,  or  in  the 
afiections  of  the  American  people,  as  Jackson 
au<l  Clay.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
their  great  strujjjgle  convulsed  the  natiirn. 
Both  are,  and  will  be  in  all  time  to  come,  Un- 
loved and  revered  for  the  services  thoy  ren- 
dered to  their  country.  Gen.  Jacks«in's  hoot  r 
is  not  irreconcilable  with  ^Ir.  Clay's  innocence 
of  the  charge  of  bargain,  and  posterity  will 
confirm  the  decision  to  which  the  unprejudiced 
public  mind  is  fast  arriving,  as  the  paeaioni 
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engendered  by  the  oonflict  are  subsiding,  that 
Jackson  honestly  believed  Mr.  Clay  to  be 
guilty  of  an  offence,  of  which  Mr.  Clay  was 
altiigether  innocent. 

And  now,  if  there  is  a  single  sincere  friend 
Ut  the  memory  of  Henry  Clay,  who  is  giv- 
in<;  countenance,  aid,  and  comfort,  to  the 
Kitchen  Cabinet^  in  circulating  this  passage 
frtim  the  pen  of  the  dying  hero,  let  me  ask 
him  what  ne  expects  to  accomplish  by  estab- 
lishing— First,  tnat  almost  upon  his  death-bed 
Gen.  Jackson  believed  Mr.  Clay  guilty ;  and, 
secondly,  that  James  Buchanan,  whose  re- 
corded testimony  has  been  in  all  times  past, 
triumphantly  adduced  to  establish  Mr.  Clay's 
innooenco,  did  nevertheless,  on  his  honor  and 
his  ctmsciencc,  and  in  the  secret  recesses  of 
his  heart,  believe  Mr.  Clay  to  bo  guilty  as 
charged !  Oh,  if  this  is  the  token  of  your  love, 
may  heaven  protect  the  memory  of  Clay  from 
the  tender  mercies  of  his  friends !  No,  as  the 
friends  of  Ilenrv  Clay,  let  us  rather  say  that 
tliis  ebullition  of  ill  humor  was  extracted  from 
him  after  his  physical  and  mental  energies 
liai]  been  prostrated  by  disease,  by  the  insidi- 
ous wiles  of  Mr.  Clay's  oldest,  and  bitterest, 
anil  m(M<t  unrelenting  enemy.  That  this  is 
true,  is  fully  established  by  a  letter  which  I 
will  rciul,  addressed  by  W.  B.  Lewis,  of  the 
nld  Kitchen  Cabinet,  to  Gen.  Jackson,  and  to 
which  the  letter  upon  wliich  I  have  been  com- 
menting is  in  reply : — 

*' Wanhlnston.  Feb.  17.  ISW. 

^  My  Dear  (fvnerftl:  Yoar  two  coufldential  and  vory  inte> 
reittin;;  letter*  of  tbe  4th  and  i>th  ia«t.,  liave  bwn  receiTed 
and  liiHpnftfd  of  as  rcqueiited.  I  am  happy  to  ray  that  I  am 
«nUn*ty  aatlicfl«it,  and  m>  ia  Mr.  Blair,  with  the  gentlemen 
who  it  is  RuppoMod  will  constitute  the  new  Cabinet.  .Mr. 
Ulair  and  myself  both  think  it  doabtAil,  howoTcr,  whether 
Mr.  Hvrlianan  will  accept  apon  the  termii  proponed  (he 
frtionld  not  be  appointed  unices  be  doee),  an  he  is  full  of  the 
idea,  a*  atated  to  you  in  my  preTious  letters,  of  be1n;{  a 
candidate  fhr  the  sueceation.  If  he  shoold  not  accept,  1 
aapp(*i«  the  S^tafie  Department  will  then  be  offered  to  Mr. 
HtfTenraii.  With  or  without  Mr.  Buchanan,  howerer,  I 
tfalnli  the  Oftbinet  will  be  an  able  one.  and  fully  entitled  to, 
and  doabtl«i«  will  recetre,  the  eonfldence  of  the  nation. 

**The  truth  ia.  Oimeral,  I  hare  never  had  any  Tory  great 
respiM^  Ibr  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  of  late  I  hare  even  had  leM 
timu  Cnrmerly.  lie  did  not  come  out  upcm  the  suluect  of 
that  *  baripiin,  Intrlf^ue  and  corruption*  raarj^  upon  Meenv. 
(lay  and  AdamK,  in  1825,  aa  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  aa 
wan  expected  ofblm.  Besides,  I  have  heard  him  nay,  not 
iHon  than  a  month  ago,  that  he  did  not  and  never  had 
lielieved  there  waa  any  truth  in  the  charge.  This  occurred 
at  Mr.  'ii  dinner  table,  and  the  remaricH  were  addrceeed 

to  J  ■d.re  Mangum,  the  President  of  the  Senate.  But  having 
taken  plaiv  at  the  time  and  place  when  It  did,  I  have  said 
iKithing  aUiut  it  to  any  one.*' 

And  now,  gentlemen,  behold  the  secret 
origin  of  the  hatred  of  the  Old  Kitchen  Cabi- 
net for  Mr.  Buchanan,  as  furnished  in  the 
above  letter,  which  it  was  never  supposed 
would  see  the  light  of  day.    An  impression 

f prevailed  that  all  of  Qen.  Jackson's  papers  had 
•cen  consigned  to  Francis  P.  Blair,  and  it  is 
well  known  that  if  such  had  been  the  destinar 
tion  of  the  letter  I  have  just  read,  the  light  of 
Jay  never  would  have  shown  upon  this  record 
of  Mr.  Buchanan's  incorruptible  integrity. 
See  how  naicefy,  and  how  like  a  diplomat 
schooled  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  &itcben 
Cabinet,  he  approaches  his  purpoee.  "Thetruth 
is,  General,  I  nave  never  had  any  very  great 
respect  for  Mr.  Buchanan."    And  why,  Mi^. 


Lewis  ?  "  Because  he  never  stood  up  to  na 
when  we  were  denouncing  Henry  Clay  I"  On 
the  contrary,  he  declared  his  belief  in  Mr. 
Clay's  innocence — he  did  not  come  out  on  the 
question  of  bargain,  intrigue,  and  corruption, 
as  the  Kitchen  Cabinet  expected  of  him! 
'*  But,"  continues  Maj.  Lewis,  *'  I  have  had 
less  respect  for  him  of  late  than  formerly." 
And  why  ?  Because  in  a  private  conversation, 
at  a  private  dinner  table,  I  heard  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan solemnly  declare  that  he  never  did  be- 
lieve Mr.  Ckiy  guilty!  And  yet— ^tran^ 
perversion  of  reason  and  common  sense— Uua 
letter  of  Qen.  Jackson,  thus  elicited,  is  put 
forth  by  the  Kitchen  Cabinet,  with  a  view  of 
creating  the  impression  upon  Mr.  Clay's  old 
friends,  tlmt  Mr.  Buchanan  was  the  originator 
and  propagator  of  this  very  charge  of  bargain 
and  corruption  I  Sirs,  if  you  were  to  strike 
from  the  records  of  the  past  every  syllable  of 
testimony  which  has  been  adduced  upon  this 
subject,  those  two  letters,  the  one  the  produc- 
tion of  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  the  other  the  reply 
thereto  of  Gen.  Jackson,  would  of  themselves 
lie  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  always  and  under  every  trying 
emergency  done  justice  to  Henry  Clay. 

I  have  thus  presented  an  array  of  testimony, 
gleaned  from  the  munty  records  of  the  past  to 
the  present  moment,  all  or  any  part  of  which 
establishes  conclusively,  that  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Buchanan  towards  Mr.  Clay  throughout 
that  great  struggle  of  a  past  generation,  waa 
characterized  l>y  that  honoraljle  and  noble 
bearing  for  which,  through  life,  he  lias  been  eo 
eminently  distinguished.  I  have  brought  to- 
gether the  sing^  and  accumulated  evidence 
of  George  D.  Prentice,  Epes  Sergeant,  Calvin 
Colton,  and  Wm.  H.  Seward,  the  historians 
and  biographers  of  Mr.  Clay.  I  have  added 
thereto  the  unanswerable  evidence  of  his 
Ijosom  friend  and  companion,  R.  P.  Letcher, 
and  of  his  own  son,  the  present  occupant  of 
the  old  homestead  of  Ashland.  I  have  arrayed 
l)ef<>ro  vou  even  the  declarations  of  Clay's  bit- 
terest foen  of  the  old  '*  Kitchen  Cabinet,''  &nd 
of  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson.  And  I  have  crowned 
the  pyramid  of  proofs  by  the  testimony  of 
Henry  Clay  himself,  furnished  upon  many 
different  occasions,  all  of  which,  without  a 
solitary  exception,  triumphantly  claim  that 
Mr.  Buchanan's  testimony  fully  wd  unre- 
servedly established  Mr.  Clay's  innocence.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  I  now  solemnly  declal^e, 
that  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  facts,  no  friend  to  Henry  Clay,  from  tbe 
time  when  the  charge  of  "  bargain"  was  first 
made  in  1824,  up  to  June,  1856,  when  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency, 
ever  assumed  that  Mr.  B's  testimony  did  not 
fully  and  completely  exonerate  Mr.  Clay. 

Wilmot  ProTlso. 

Ox  the  12th  of  August,  1846,  a  bill  being 
under  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  entitled  "  Ar. 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  expenses 
attending  the  interoourae  bftitvratsGi  ^&&ft  v^xic^^. 
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States  and  foreign  nations,"  Mr.  David  Wil- 
mot,  a  representative  from  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, moved  tlie  following  amendment : — 

"  Provided,  That  as  an  express  and  funda- 
mental condition  to  the  acquisition  of  any 
territory  from  the  republic  of  Mexico  by  the 
I'nited  States,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  which 
may  be  negotiated  between  them,  and  to  the 
use  by  the  executive  of  the  moneys  herein 
appropriated,  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part  of  baid 
territory,  except  for  crime,  whereof  the  party 
ffhall  first  bo  duly  convicted." 

This  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  by  a  vote,  by  tellers,  of 
yeas  77,  nays  58.  There  was  no  vote  had  on 
It  in  the  Iiouse  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  bill 
having  passed  the  liody  as  it  came  from  the 
Committee  of  tlie  AVhole,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  87, 
nays  C4.  The  bill  was  not  voted  on  in  the 
Senate,  on  account  of  a  discussion  as  to  Mr. 
Wilmot's  amendment  having  engaged  the  time 
of  tlie  body  until  the  hour  arrived  for  an  ad- 
journment SIM  die. 

On  the  8th  of  Feb.,  1847,  the  three  million 
bill  being  under  consideration  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Wilmot  moved  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  — .  '*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  in  any  territory  on  the  continent  of 
America,  whicfi  shall  hereafter  bo  acquired 
by,  or  annexed  to  the  United  States,  except 
for  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted:  Provided  always.  That  any 

I>erHon  escaping  into  such  territory  from  whom 
abor  or  service  is  lawfully  clamicd  in  any 
one  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may 
)>e  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  out  of 
said  territory  to  the  persons  claiming  his  or 
her  labor  or  service." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  15th  of  Feb.,  1847,  the  question  com- 
ing up  in  the  House,  upon  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Ccmimittee  of  the  Whole, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : — 

Ykas. — MMsn.  Abbott  of  Mrwl,  John  Qninoy  Adamn  of 
Mms..  AiMtenion  of  N.  Y^  Arnold  of  R.  I.,  Aiihmun  of  Maao., 
Denton  of  N.  Y.,  Blanchard  of  Pa.,  BrinkerhofT  of  0.,  Bufflnu;- 
ton  of  Fa.,  William  W.  Campbell  of  N.  Y..  John  H.  Campbell 
of  IHi.,  Carroll  of  N.  Y.,  (^nthcart  of  Ind.,  GoUamer  of  Vt.. 
Collin  of  N.  Y.,  Granstun  of  It.  I.,  CuWer  of  N.  Y„  CuniminM 
of  0.,  DarraKh  of  Pa.,  Delauo  of  C.  De  Mott  of  N.  Y.,  Dilling- 
ham of  Vt..  Dixon  of  Conn..  Dunlap  of  Me.,  (Vlsall  of  N.  J„ 
KlUworth  of  N.  Y.,  John  II.  Kwinjt  of  Pa.,  Faran  oft)..  Foot 
of  Vt,  Yii^ter  of  Pa.,  Friej  of  0.,  Garrin  of  Pa.,  QWdinics  of 
O.,  Oooilyonr  of  N.  Y..  Gordon  of  N.  Y.,  Grlnnoll  of  Maiw., 
Giover  of  N.  Y.,  Ilall  of  Masn.,  Hamlin  of  Me..  Hampton  of 
N.  J.,  Harper  of  0.,  Hvnloy  of  Ind..  Hennr  of  III.,  Iloge  of 
IIU  Elian  n.  HolmuR  of  N.  V..  Ilongh  of  N.  Y.,  J.  W.  Houi^ton 
of  DvL,  Samuel  D.  Hiibbani  of  Conn.,  Hudson  of  Manit., 
llungerford  of  N.  Y..  Wai*hington  Hunt  of  N.  Y.,  Jamen  B. 
Hunt  of  Mich.,  Joseph  R.  Infcenoll  of  Pa.,  JonkinK  of  .\.  Y., 
Jame^  H..Tohn»on  of  N.  II.,  Kennedy  of  Ind.,  Daniel  P.  Kin^; 
Of  Maatf.,  Pmton  Kinfi;  of  N.  Y.,  Lavrrenoe  of  N.  Y.,  I^rin  of 
Fa..  Lewis  of  N.  Y..  Maclay  of  N.  Y.,  McClelland  of  Mich., 
McCrate  of  Me.,  Joseph  J.  McDowell  of  O.,  McGaujrhey  of 
Ind.,  Mullraine  of  Pa.,  Marsh  of  Vt,  Miller  of  N.  Y.,  Moeuley 
9t  N.  Y.,  MooltOD  of  X.  H.,  NlTen  of  N.  Y.,  Xorrin  of  N.  IL, 
PtaTiU  of  a,  Fettlt  of  Inl.,  Pollock  of  Pa.,  Ramsey  of  Pa., 
lUthlmii  of  N.  Y.,  Rlplsy  of  N.  Y.,  Rlttsr  of  Pa.,  Julius 
JtockwtU  ot  Mjun.,  JohaiL.BoAv«U  of  Oonn.,  Root  of  C 


Rnnk  of  If.  Jm  Riunell  of  N.  T..  Savtsll*  of  9fou 
of  Me.,  Schenck  of  0.,  Seaman  of  K.  Y..  ggTrraaci  of  He., 
Truuutn  Smith  of  Conn..  Albert  Smith  of  V.  T..  Thoaai 
Smith  of  Ind.  Caleb  B.  £<mtth  of  Ind..  Stark wsatbrr  of  0.. 
Stewart  of  Pa.,  Strohm  of  Pa.,  S^kex  of  N.  J.,  BenJ.  ThnopMB 
of  Mass.,  Jamevi  Thompnon  of  Pu..  ThurDiao  of  1)..  Tnden  of 
0..  Vance  of  0.,  Vinton  of  C  Wentworth  of  HU  miwatsa 
of  N.  Y.,  M'hite  of  N.  Y.,  Wllliama  uf  Me..  Wltmot  of  Pk, 
Winthrop  of  .Ma**..  Wood  of  X.  Y.,  WoodnilTof  M.  Y.,  WooJ- 
worth  of  \.  Y.,  WriKht  of  X.  J^  Yr<at  of  !*&.— 11^ 

N.%T8.— Mea-.ni.  ^^t(•phen  A<lams  of  Miss..  AtklnaoD  nf  Ta.. 
BarrinKer  of  N.  C.  Bay  It  of  Va..  Bedinger  of  Va..  Urll  of  St.. 
Bitrffflof  N.  C  Jawoi*  Black  of  I'a.,  James  A.  Black  of  8.  C, 
Bowduu  of  Ala..  Bowlin  of  Mo..  Boyd  of  K  j.,  Brockenbff«mtk 
of  Fla.,  Brodhoad  of  I>a.,  MJIton  Brown  of  Tenn..  William  9. 
Brown  of  Va..  Burt  of  8.C..  J.O.  Chapman  of  Md.,  Aognliil 
A.  Cliapman  of  Md..  R<»uben  Chapman  of  Aliu  Cha^w  ef 
Tenn.,  Cliipman  of  .Mich..  Clarke  of  N.  C.  &>bb  of  fla..  Ctirk* 
of  Tenn.,  Conittable  of  Md.,  Cottrell  of  Ala..  Croiter  of  Tom., 
Calloro  of  Tnnn.,  Chinnineham  of  0.,  Daniel  of  X.  C«  Dtargsa 
of  Ala..  Garrett  Davis  of  Ky.,  DobMn  of  H.  &«  Dockorr  of 
N.  C,  Doufclan  of  HU  Dromicoole  of  Va.,  Ellett  of  Mb«, 
Enlman  of  Pa.,  FVlwin  H.  Ewinx  of  Tenn.  Flelilin  of  DL. 
Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Graham  of  X.C.,  GrUer  of  Ky.  llamlsoB 
of  Ga.,  Harmanson  of  La.,  UUlkinl  of  AUu,  Isaac  JB.  UoliMi 
of  8.  C,  Hopkins  of  Vs.,  Gcorg»  S.  Iloustno  of  Ala..  ISdmvnd 
W.  Hntiard  of  Va.,  Hanter  of  Va..  Charles  J.  f  BKeraoD  sf 
Pa^  Jorepli  Johnson  of  Va.,  Andrew  JohnMnn  of  Teau-  O.  W. 
Jones  of  Tinin.,  Seaborn  Jones  of  Ga..  Kanftnan  of  Tnaik 
Thomas  Butler  King  of  Ga.,  Leake  of  Ta..  La  Sorv  of  La., 
Ligon  of  MUm  liong  of  Md..  Lumpkin  of  Ga.,  NrCIean  of  Plu 
McClemand  of  HI..  McDanlel  of  Mo.,  Jnme«  McDow«l|  of  Va, 
McHeury  of  Ky.,  McKay  of  .\.  C.  John  P.  Martin  of  Ky. 
Barclay  .Martin  of  Tenn.  Morriji  of  O..  Mofm  of  La..  X^wcoa 
of  Ark.,  Owen  of  Ind.,  I^arrhh  of  l».:l'aTne  of  Ala..  PeadMoa 
of  Va..  Perry  of  Md..  i'helpsi  of  %lv„  lillsburv  of  Teaas.  RsU 
of  N.  C  Uelfe  of  Mo..  Rhett  of  S.C.  Uobertji  of  MtMk,  Sawyvr 
of  0.,  Stxlilon  of  Va.,  A.  D.  Sims  of  S  C  Leonara  H.  Sims  of 
Mo.,  Simiiivtn  of  S.  C.  Stanton  of  Tunn.,  Stephens  of  Ga.,  Sl 
John  of  O.,  Strr.ng  of  N.  Y..  ThiUideanx  of  La.,  Tboauusoa 
of  Ky.,  Jarob  Thompson  of  Miss..  Tlbbatta  of  Ky..  Tbemba 
of  Ga.,  Towns  of  Ga.,  Tredway  of  Va..  Tnimho  of  Kj.,  Wiek 
of  lud..  Woodward  of  S.  C,  Young  uf  Ky.— 10(1. 

The  Senate  havinp;  pansed  a  similar  YjilL 
which  came  before  the  House  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1847,  Mr.  Wilmot  moved  to  amend 
the  name  by  addins:  his  provist)  thereto. 

The  motion  was  rejcftCil  by  yeas  nnd  nays 
as  follows : — 

Ykas. — Mei<sni.  Abbott  of  Ma<>«..  .John  Quiney  Adam^  of 
Mas8.,  AnOemm  of  N.  V.,  Arnold  ot  K.  I.,  A^hmun  of  Mas^ 
Benton  of  N.  V..  llriuk<  rbolT  of  0..  William  W.  CampVII  of 
N.  T..  John  H.  rnmpt.««ll  of  I'll.,  Carroll  <.f  N.  Y  ,  Ctethcait 
of  lud.,  Oollaoier  of  Vt..  Collin  of  N.  Y.,  Oanston  of  R.  I.. 
Cummins  uf  <)..  Darrnuh  of  I'a..  Delano  of  G..  De  Mott  of 
N'.  Y.,  Dillingham  of  Vt..  Dixon  of  ronn..  Dunlap  of  Me^ 
Kll8worth  of  N.  Y.,  John  II.  Kwinf;  of  Pa.,  Foot  of  VL,  Fries 
of  0.,  Giddlnfcs  of  0..  Gonlon  of  .\.  Y..  Griunell  of  Mane 
(JroTor  of  N.  Y..  Hab*  of  Miimi..  Hamlin  of  Mi*..  Hampton  ^f 
N.  J..  Harper  of  0..  Henry  of  HI..  Klins  B.  linlmea  of  .S.  Y.. 
Hough  of  N.  Y.,  John  W.  Hounton  of  Del.,  i^muel  D.  Hob- 
banl  of  Conn..  Hudson  of  Ma^s..  Ilungorford  of  N.  V.  Wa»h- 
in(;ton  Hunt  of  N.  V..  Jamefl  B.  Hunt  of  Mich..  J(>Kerh  R. 
Inp^nwll  of  Pa..  Jenkins  of  N.  V..  Jame*  H.  Jphnmrn  of  N.  iU 
Kennedy  of  Ind.,  D.  P.  Kiug  of  Mb>'^..  I^rfston  King  of  \.  Y.. 
Lawrence  of  N.  Y.,  Ijevln  «if  Pa..  I^wii^  of  N.  Y..  Mcilrllani 
of  Mich.,  .To.4.  J.  .McDiivrcIl  of  (K,  MrOau-.:h«y  of  lad.. 
.McIlTaine  of  Pa.,  Marsh  of  Vt..  Miller  of  .\.  \.\  Moneiyof 
N.  Y..  Moulton  of  N.  II.,  Niwn  of  N.  Y..  Ni-rris  of  S.  II., 
Perrili  of  0.,  Pettit  of  Ind..  I'ollock  of  I*h..  l:aniM-y  of  V^. 
Kathbun  of  N.  Y.,  Kipley  of  N.  Y.,  Kilter  of  Pa..  Juliu« 
Rockwell  of  Mass..  John  A.  Rockwell  of  Conn..  Kootof  0^ 
Kunk  of  N.  J..  Sa«tt>lle  of  Me.,  Scammond  i>f  Mi>..  Scheark 
of  O.,  Seaman  of  N.  Y.,  >*eTerance  of  Me.,  Truman  Smith  f4 
Conn.,  C^leb  B.  Smith  of  Ind..  Starkweather  of  (>..  ^wart 
of  l*a.,  8tr(*hm  of  Pa.,  Sykes  of  N.  J.,  Benjamin  Thonp"on 
of  Ma«i.,  Thurman  of  0.,  Vanre  of  O..  Vinton  of  0-,  Wear- 
worth  of  111.,  Wheaton  of  N  Y.,  White  of  N.  Y..  Williams 
of  Me.,  Wilmot  of  Pa.,  Winthrop  of  Masa.,  Wood  of  .>'.  T, 
Wri«ht  of  N.  J.,  Yost  of  Pa.— «7. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams  ot  Miss.,  Atkiaann  of  Va., 
Barrinfter  of  N.  C,  Bayly  of  Va..  Bedin^^r  of  Va.,  Bell  of  Ky., 
James  Black  of  Pa..  Jnmes  A.  Black  of  8.C.,  Rnwdon  of  Ala., 
Bowlin  of  Mo..  Boyd  of  Ky..  Brockenbrouffhof  Fla..  Brodlisad 
of  l*a..  M.  Brown  of  Teiin.,  William  O.  Brown  of  Va.,  Bart 
of  8.  C,  John  G.  Cbapntan  of  Md.,  Augustas  A.  Chapman 
of  Va.,  Keu>)en  Chapman  of  Ala.,  Chase  of  Tenn..  dilpaiaa 
of  Mich..  Cobb  of  Ga..  Cor-k<.'  of  Tenn.,  GottrHI  of  Ala..  Crrvsirt 
of  Tenn..  Cnlloni  of  Tenn..  Cnnnlnpham  of  0.,  DanM  of 
N.  C  Dargan  of  Ala..  Garrett  DstIs  of  Ky..  Iloekerj  of  N'.  C 
Douglas  of  111.,  Mnall  of  N.  J.,  RlleU  of  Ml«^  Rnlman  of 
Pa.,  Edwin  U.  Kwln^  of  Tenn.,  Foster  of  Pa..  Garvia  of  Pa. 


WILUUT  t'ROriSO.— WISE.  HENBT  A. 


IffiS 


nebti7  ol  LeKa.t  OHM  of  M<L,  Onbam  of  N.  C.  IlftniuuiKm 
of  La..  lUuUy  of  Jnd.,  Iltlliard  of  AU.,  Imae  B.  Holme*  of 
8.  C^  Ilopklu*  of  Va..  George  8.  Ilnuston  of  AU.,  Kdmaiul 
W.  Ilubanl  of  \Wl,  llanter  of  Va..Cb«rle«  J.  Ingeraull  of  Pa., 
Juieph  Jubnwa  of  Va.,  Andrew  JohniKm  of  Trnn.,  Gi-orge  W. 
Jooes  of  Teniu  Soaborn  Joneii  of  Oa.,  Kaafman  of  Tela*, 
Tboman  R.  King  of  Gn.,  Leakt*  of  Va..  LelBer  of  la.,  La  Sere 
uf  La.,  Ligno  of  .Md.,  Lung  nf  Md..  Lumpkin  of  (la.,  MeCleaa 
of  !*&.,  MrDaniel  of  Mo^  McIIennr  of  &y^  McKaj  <»f  N.  a, 
Jobn  I*.  Martin  of  Kj»  Itarrlay  .Nlarlin  of  Teun.,  Morrln  of 
0.,  Morse  of  l«.,  Newton  of  Ark.,  Oweu  of  Ind^  Parrl«b  of  O., 
Pi^ne  of  Ala..  Pendlnton  of  Va.,  Perry  of  Md.,  lillsbnry  of 
Tezaii.  ll«id  of  N.  C,  R^Ife  of  Mo..  Rbett  of  EL  C,  Roberts 
of  Mia<,  UuKM)lI  of  N.  Y.,  Sawyer  of  0.,  Feddun  of  Va^ 
Alexander  D.  Sims  of  S.  C,  Leonard  II.  S\mn  of  Mo..  Simpeon 
of  5.  C  K4>U)rt  Sroitb  of  III.,  Stanton  of  Tenn.,  Strong  of 
\.  Y..  Thomamon  of  Ky.,  Jamea  Tbompmn  of  Pa.,  Jacob 
TbompMfin  (if  Mii«a.,  Tlbbatta  of  Ky.,  Townn  of  Oa.,  Tredway 
of  Ta..  Trumho  of  K/.,  Wick  of  lud..  Woudward  of  8.  O, 
Woodw.>rth  of  N.  T.,  Young  of  Ky.— lOi 

The  Senate  bill  without  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wihuot  became  a  law. 

This  celebrated  proviso  has  been  moved  b^ 
different  Senators  and  Representatives  to  vari- 
ous bills  since.  The  votes  on  it  are  seen  under 
the  caption  of  the  various  measures  to  amend 
which  it  has  been  moved. 


them  sovereign  and  their  wills  the  soorces  of 
constitutions  and  laws. 
If  the  Archbishop  might  say  to  King  Johot 

**  Let  every  Briton,  as  bis  mind,  be  Ckw; 
Ills  peraon  safe;  bin  property  stcure; 
Ilia  bouse  as  racred  as  toe  Ikne  of  HeaTeii; 
Watching,  anMen,  hb  erer  open  door, 
Watrhlng  the  realm,  the  spirit  <tf  the  laws; 
His  fiUe  detttimloed  by  the  rules  of  right, 
Ills  Toloe  enacted  in  the  common  Tolce 
And  general  suffhige  of  the  asawa bled  nalait 
No  band  Invialble  to  write  his  dona; 
No  demon  starting  at  the  mklnlgbt  honr, 
To  draw  his  cnrtain.  or  to  draif  him  down 
To  mansions  of  despair.    Wide  tt>  the  wori4 
Disclose  the  sscretii  of  the  prison  wmUi^ 
And  bid  the  groanings  of  tne  dungeon  strlkt 
The  public  ear^Invlolable  pweerre 
The  sacred  shield  that  eoTers  ail  the  land. 
Tbe  Ileaven-confsrr'd  palladium  of  the  Isle^ 
To  Britain's  sons,  the  Judgment  of  their  peMi^ 
On  these  great  pillars:  fivedom  of  tbe  mind. 
Freedom  of  speech,  and  freedom  of  the  pea. 
For  ever  changing,  yet  Ibr^rer  snre, 
The  base  of  Britalns 


Wisconsin. 

By  the  act  of  April  20,  1830,  this  territory  j 
was  constituted  out  of  that  remaining  after  dc- ; 
ducting  the  state  of  Michigan  from  that  which 
the  government  of  the  territory,  as  Michigan, 
had  exercised  jurisdiction  over. 

The  bill  oh  it  became  a  law  embraced  a  sec- 
tion subjecting  it  "  to  all  the  conditions  and 
restrictions  and  prf>hibitions,"  iniposed  upon 
the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  by 
tlie  ordinance  of  17fi7. 

By  act  passed  August  6,  184C,  the  people 
of  ^V'iscon8in  territory  were  authorized  to  form  . 
a  constitution  and  state  government. 

By  act  of  March  3,  1847,  the  constitution 
was  recognised  by  Congress,  and  she  was 
deularcd  to  be  a  state  up)u  the  express  funda- 
mental condition,  that  tne  said  constitution  be 
assented  to  by  the  qualified  electors  thereof, 
in  the  manner  and  at  the  times  prescribed  in 
the  20th  article  of  said  constitution. 

The  act  of  May  29,  1848,  admitte<l  Wis- 
consin into  the  Union,  and  gave  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  conven- 
tion of  said  state,  relative  to  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  therein. 


} 


Wise,  Henrr  A. 

Letter  of,  os  Know-Nothingism. 

Only,  near  Onancock,  Va., 
Sept  18,  1854. 
To :— 

Dear  Sir :  I  now  proceed  to  give  you  the 
reasons  for  the  opinions  I  expressed  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  inst,  as  fully  as  my  leisure 
will  permit. 

1  said  that  I  did  twt  "  think  that  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  this  country  b  such  as  to 
Justify  the  formation,  by  the  people,  of  anif 
secj-et  political  society.'' 

The  laws  of  the  l/nited  States-^federal  and 
state  laws— declare  and  defend  the  liberties  of 
our  people.  They  are  free  in  every  sense- 
free  m  tne  sense  of  Magna  Charta  and  bevond 
Magna  Charta ;  free  by  the  surpassing  tran- 
ebise  of  American  charten,  which   makes 


— ^we  may  say  that  our  American  charters 
have  more  than  confirmed  these  laws  of  tbe 
confessor,  and  our  people  have  given  to  them 
"  OS  free,  as  full,  and  as  sovereign  a  consent" 
as  was  ever  given  by  John  to  the  bishops  and 
the  barons  "at  Runnimcde,  the  field  of  free- 
dom," to  which  it  was  said — 

**  Britain's  sons  shail  come, 
Fhall  tread  where  heroes  and  where  patriots  trod, 
To  worship  as  they  walli  I  ** 

In  this  country,  at  this  time,  does  any  man 
think  anything?  AVould  he  think  aloud? 
Would  he  speak  anything  ?  Would  he  write 
anything?  His  mmd  is  free;  his  person  is 
safe ;  his  property  is  secure  ;  his  house  is  his 
castle ;  the  spirit  of  the  laws  is  his  body-^ard 
and  his  house-guard ;  the  fate  of  one  is  the 
fate  of  all  measured  by  the  same  common  rule 
of  right;  his  voice  is  heard  and  felt  in  the 
general  suffrage  of  freemen;  his  trial  is  in 
open  court,  confronted  by  witnesses  and  ac- 
cusers ;  his  prison  house  has  no  secrets,  and 
he  has  the  judgment  of  his  peers ;  and  there 
is  nought  to  make  him  afraid,  so  long  as  ho 
respects  the  rights  of  his  equals  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  Would  he  propagate  truth  ?  Truth 
is  free  to  combat  error.  \Vould  he  propagate 
error  ?  Error  itself  may  stalk  abroad  and  do 
her  mischief,  and  make  night  itself  grow 
darker,  provided  truth  is  left  free  to  foUow* 
however  slowly,  with  her  torches  to  light  up 
the  wreck  I  Why,  then,  should  any  portion 
of  the  people  desire  to  retire  in  secret,  and  by 
secret  means  to  propagate  a  political  thought, 
or  word,  or  deed,  by  stealth  ?  Why  band  to- 
gether, exclusive  of  others,  to  do  something 
which  all  may  not  know  of,  towards  some  po- 
litical end  ?  If  it  be  good,  why  not  make  the 
good  known?  Why  not  think  it,  speak  it, 
write  it,  act  it  out  openly  and  aloud  ?  Or,  is 
it  evil,  which  lovetu  darkness  rather  than 
light  ?  When  there  is  no  necessity  to  justi^ 
a  secret  association  for  political  ends,  what 
else  can  justify  it?  A  caucus  may  sit  in  se- 
cret to  consult  on  the  general  policy  of  a  g;reat 
public  party.  That  may  be  necessary  or  eon' 
venient;  but  that  even  is  reprehensible,  if 
carried  too  far.  But  here  is  proposed  a  great 
primary,  national  organization,  in  its  inoep** 
lion— What?    Nobo^  knows.    T<k  dc^  m^bBift»\ 
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Nobody  knows.  How  organised?  Nobodj 
knows.  Governed  by  whom  ?  Nobody  knows. 
How  bound  7  By  wiimt  rites  ?  By  what  test 
oaths?  1\'ith  what  limitations  and  restraints  ? 
Nobody,  nobody  knows  I  All  we  know  is  that 
persons  of  foreign  birth  and  of  Catholic  faith 
are  proscribed;  and  so  are  all  others  who 
don't  proscribe  them  at  the  polls.  This  is 
certaini;^  against  <he  spirit  of  Magna  Charta. 

Such  IS  our  condition  of  freedom  at  home, 
showing  no  neceHHity  for  such  a  secret  organ- 
isation and  its  antagonism  to  the  very  basis 
of  American  rights.  And  oar  comparative 
native  and  Protestant  strength  at  home  repels 
the  plea  of  such  necessity  still  more.  The 
statistics  of  immigration  show  that  from  1820 
to  Ist  January,  1853,  inclusive,  for  32  years 
and  more,  3,2(]4,848  foreigners  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  at  the  average  rate  of  100,151 
per  annum ;  that  the  number  of  persons  of 
toreijgn  birth  now  in  the  United  States  is 
2,210,839 ;  that  the  number  of  natives,  whites, 
is  17,735,578,  and  of  persons  whose  nativitv  is 
"  unknown,''  is  39,154.  (Quere,  by  the  by : 
What  will  "  Rnow-Notliings"  do  with  the 
"unknown?")  The  numW  of  natives  to 
persons  of  foreign  birth  in  the  United  States. 
IS  as  8  to  1,  and  the  most  of  the  latter,  of 
course,  are  naturalised.  In  Virginia  the 
whole  number  of  white  natives  is  813,891, 
of  persons  born  out  of  the  state  and  in  the 
United  States,  57,502,  making  a  total  of  na- 
tives of  871,393 ;  and  the  number  of  persons 
liorn  in  foreign  countries,  22,953.  So  that  in 
Virginia  the  number  of  natives  is  to  the  num- 
ber (if  persons  bom  in  foreign  countries,  nearly 
us  38  to  1. 

Again :  The  churches  of  the  Unite<l  States 
]»n>vidc  acconimodjitions  ft»r  14,234,S25  vota- 
rioH ;  the  iloman  Catholics  fur  but  007,823 ; 
u limber  of  votaries  in  the  Protestant  to  the 
r.umber  in  the  Iloman  Catholic  in  the  Unitod 
States,  as  21  to  1.  In  Vir(;inia  the  whole 
numlH.T  id  850,436,  the  Koman  Catholics  79o0, 
or  108  to  1. 

The  number  of  churches  in  the  United 
States  is  38,001,  of  Catholic  churchen  1221; 
nu»re  than  31  to  1  are  Protestant.  In  Vir- 
ginia the  number  of  churches  is  2383,  of  Ca- 
tholic churches  is  17  ;  more  than  140  to  1. 

The  wluile  value  of  church  property  in  the 
Unitwl  States  is  $87,328,801,  of  Catholic 
«.hurch  property  is  $9,250,758,  or  9  to  1.  In 
Virj^inia  the  whvile  value  of  church  property 
is  §^2,850,070;  of  Catholic  church  property, 
$120,100,  or  22  to  1. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  four  Protest- 
ant sects,  either  of  which  is  larger  than  the 
Catholics : — 

Th#  RAptlHtM  provide  accoramodAtloDi  tar        •  3,247.020 

The  Methodl««  for 4^H.679 

The  Pn'Bliytoriimn  for 2,07*J.tJ'.t(J 

The  GongrctKatluDalbiU  for         ....  80I.S35 

Ancr^At^  of '>ur  I'roWeUnt  Mctfl,  -  •  •  10.472073 
The  Catholics  tor 067.823 

Mi^h)rity  of  only  Ibnr  rrotitUnt  McU,  -  -  0.8O4,2.'iO 
Add  the  Epiicopal^us  fi>r ti43.6US 

Jbjortty  of  only  flTe  Proteetant  swta,      •       -     10^447,848 


I  In  Yirginia  there  are  Ire  Rpulwtont  aaete. 
either  of  which  is  larger  than  the  number  of 
Catholics  in  the  state : — 


BeptM,      • 
EplMopii,  • 
Lathentn,  - 
MethodlfiL 
Preat^tema, 


U.7M 


Oftthollei, 


na^SM 

.    7<6.42i 
•     9il»l 


Majority  of  free  Prolettut  ncti  In  YlrginlA, 
OriiKariy  --.----- 

Thnu  Dathrae  are  to  penoot  of  tonigm  Urtk 

In  the  United  SUieis  m •  to  1 

InVlndnia.u »tol 

The  I'rotestant  efamrch  afwiiwiidaftfini  ai»  to  tko 
Githolic 

In  the  United  Staten,  M titol 

In  VirgiiiM,  ■!!...-•--        «    Ml  to  I 

The  niiniWr  of  Protcatut  churckM  ta  to  tho 
nunilwr  of  Ciitholie 

Inlhi'Uniird  !<tatef>,at aitol 

Id  Yiniiiiin.  w UStol 

Tlie  vjiiiii-  of  l*n>leetani  chardi  p>0|i>x^y  ta  to  tho 
Talue  (>r  Untbnlie 

In  the  Uiiil«rdSUtee,M -       etol 

In  VInfiiiki,  M         -       •       •       <-       •       •        -Btol 

There  are  four  Protestant  aecia,  each  of 
whicii  is  lar;!;er  than  the  Catholic^  in  the 
Uniteil  States,  and  the  aggregate  of  which  ex- 
cctsls  the  Catholic  hy  a  minority  of  9.8U4.250 
votaries  un<I.  uii(lin«;  one  sect  amnller,  by  a 
mujoritv  of  10,447,^43. 

in  Virginia  there  are  five  Protestant  sects, 
each  lnr»;cr  than  the  number  of  Catholics  in 
the  state,  and  the  aggrcj^te  of  which  exceeds 
the  Catholics  by  a  majority  of  765,426  Yotarice. 

Now,  what  IiMH  Hui'h  a  migoritY  of  numbers 
and  of  wealth,  of  natives  and  ol  Protestants, 
to  ffar  from  sui;h  minorities  of  Catholics  and 
naturaliztnl  citizens  ?  What  is  the  necessity 
for  this  niasti^r  uiajoritv  to  resort  to  secret 
or;rani7.:itinii  a;;aiiist  tiuch  a  niinoritT  ?  1  put 
it  t'airlv :  Woulil  tlicv  organize  at  atl  against 
tlie  <'a'thoIi(-N  and  naturalized  citixeus,  if  the 
(.atholirs  and  naturalized  citizens  were  in  the 
like  majority  of  numbers  and  of  wealth,  or  if 
niajoritieit  and  minorities  were  reversed?  Ti» 
retire  in  »«(.vrot  with  huch  a  majority,  does  it  not 
conffHH  to  something  which  dares  not  subject 
it^«elf  to  the  scrutiny  of  knowledge,  and  would 
have  discussion  Know-Nothing  of  its  designs 
and  operations  and  ends?  Cannot  the  Kniiw- 
Nothiii;^s  trust  to  the  leading  l*rot«tant 
churches  to  defend  themselves  and  the  souU 
of  all  the  saints,  and  sinners  too,  against  the 
influence  t»f  Catholics?  Can't  they  trust  to 
the  ]mtri4>tism  and  fraternity  of  natives  tn 
guard  the  land  against  immigrants?  In 
defence  of  the  great  American  Pn»testant 
churches,  I  venture  to  say  in  their  belialf. 
that  the  Pope,  and  all  his  priests  combined, 
are  not  more  zealous  and  watchful  in  their 
master's  work,  or  in  the  work  for  the  mastery, 
than  are  our  Kpiscopal,  Presbyterian,  Ba(»tiM, 
Methodint,  Lutheran,  and  'Congregational 
clergy.  They  are,  as  a  whole  church  mili- 
tant, "with  their  armor  bright:  they  are  zeal- 
ous, they  are  jealous,  they  are  watchful,  they 
are  organizeil,  embodied,  however  divideil  by 
sectarianism,  yet  banded  together  against 
Papacy,  and  Itnirned  and  active,  and  pfditio 
too  as  any  brotherhood  of  monks.    Thej  need 
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•10  moh  pc^itieal  orgaaisauoa  to  defend  the 
faith.  Are  they  united  m  it?  Bo  thej  fhTor 
or  countenance  it  among  their  flocks?  To 
what  end  ?  In  the  name  of  their  religion,  I 
ask  them — ^^Vhy  not  rely  on  Qod?  And  do 
tiie  Knotr-Nothings  ima^ne  that  the  pride 
and  love  of  country  are  so  dead  in  native 
hearts,  thnt  secret  organisations  are  necessary 
to  beget  a  new-bom  patriotism  to  protect  us 
from  foreign  influence?  Now,  in  defence  of 
our  people,  I  say  for  them  that  no  people  upon 
earth  are  more  possessed  with  nationality  as  a 
strong  passion  tnan  the  freemen  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America.  Nowhere  is  the 
filial  and  domestic  tie  stronger,  nowhere  is 
the  tie  of  kinship  more  bindme,  nowhere  is 
there  more  amor  tod — the  love  of  home,  which 
is  the  Hurost  foundation  of  the  love  of  country 
— nowhere  is  any  country's  romance  of  history 
more  felt,  nowhere  are  the  social  relations  on 
a  better  moral  foundation,  nowhere  is  there  as 
clear  identity  of  parentage  and  offspring,  no- 
where are  sons  and  daughters  so  "  eoucated  to 
liberty,''  nowhere  have  any  people  such  cer- 
tainty of  the  knowledge  of  the  reward  of 
vigilance,  nowhere  have  they  such  freedom 
of  self-eovernment,  nowhere  is  there  such 
trtuned  liatred  of  kings,  lords,  and  aristocra- 
cies, nowhere  is  there  more  self-independence, 
or  more  independence  of  the  Old  World  or  its 
traditions — m  a  word,  nowhere  is  there  a 
country  whose  people  have,  by  birthright,  a 
tithe  of  what  onr  people  have  to  make  them 
love  that  land  which  is  their  country,  and 
that  spot  which  is  their  home!  I  am  an 
American,  a  Virginian !  Prouder  than  ever 
to  have  said,  **  I  am  a  Roman  citizen  I"  So 
far  from  Brother  Jonathan  wanting  a  national 
feeling,  he  is  justly  suspected  abroad  of  a  little 
too  much  pride  and  bigotry  of  country.  The 
Revolution  and  the  lut  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain tried  us,  and  the  late  conquest  of  Mexico 
found  us  not  vranting  in  the  sentimentality 
of  nationalism.  Though  so  young,  we  have 
already  a  dialect  and  a  mannerism,  and  our 
customs  and  our  costume.  A  city  dandy  may 
have  his  coat  cut  in  Paris,  but  he  would  fight 
a  Frenchman  in  the  cloth  of  his  country  as 
quick  to-day  as  a  Marion  man  ever  pulled  the 
trigger  of  a  Tower  musket  against  a  red-coat 
Englishman  in  '76.  And  peace  has  tried  our 
patriotism  more  than  war.  What  people  have 
more  reason  to  love  a  country  Arom  tue  labor 
they  have  bestowed  upon  its  development  by 
tlie  arts  of  industry?  No:  as  long  as  the 
memory  of  George  Washington  lives,  as  lonff 
as  there  shall  be  a  22d  of  February  ^d  a  4th 
of  July,  as  long  as  the  everlasting  mountains 
of  this  continent  stand,  and  our  Father  of 
Waters  flows,  there  will  be  fathers  to  hand 
Jovm  the  stories  which  make  our  hearts  to 
gluw,  and  mothers  to  sing  *'  Hail  Columbia" 
to  their  babe8*-«nd  that  song  is  not  yet  stale. 
There  is  no  need  to  revive  a  sinking  patriot- 
ism in  the  hearts  of  our  people.  And  who 
would  have  them  be  selfish  in  their  freedom  ? 
Freedom  1  Jaberty  I  selfish  and  exclnsiye  I 
tferor;  for  it  oonsnmeth  not  in  its  lue,  but 


is  like  fire  In  mmguMnm,  by  inmarCing  ill 
sparks  and  its  rays  of  li^t  and  or  heat.  la 
tuere  an^f-  necessity  iVom  abroad  for  suoh  e^ 
cret  political  organisations?  Against  whoos, 
and  against  what,  is  it  levelled?  Against 
foreigners  by  birth. 

When  we  were  as  weak  as  three  millions, 
we  relied  largely^  on  foreigners  by  birth  to 
defend  us  and  aid  us  in  securing  indepen- 
dence. Now  that  we  are  twenty-two  millions 
strong,  how  is  it  we  have  become  so  weak  in 
our  fears  as  to  apprehend  we  are  to  be  de* 
prived  of  our  liberties  by  foreigners  ?  Verily, 
this  seemeth  as  if  Know-Nothines  were  re- 
versing the  order  of  things,  or  that  there  ie 
another  and  a  different  feeling  from  that  of 
the  fear  arising  from  a  sense  of  weakness.  It 
oomes  rather  from  a  proud  consciousness  of 
overweening  stren^^.  They  wax  strong  rar 
ther,  and  would  kick,  like  the  proud  grown 
fat.  It  is  an  exclusive,  if  not  an  aritfhMiralic 
feeling  in  the  true  sense,  which  would  Bay  to 
the  friends  of  freedom  bom  abroad:  "We 
had  need  of  you,  and  were  glad  of  your  aid 
when  we  were  weak,  but  we  are  now  so  inde- 
pendent of  you  that  we  are  not  compelled  to 
allow  you  to  enjoy  our  republican  privileges. 
We  desire  the  exclusive  use  of  human  rights, 
though  to  deprive  you  of  their  common  en- 
joyment will  not  enrich  us  the  more,  and  will 
make  you  '  poor  indeed  I' "  But  not  only  is 
it  levelled  against  foreigners  by  birth,  but 
against  the  Pope  of  Rome. 

There  was  once  a  time  when  the  very  name 
of  Papa  frightened  us  as  the  children  of  a 
nursery.  But  now,  now  I  who  can  be  fright- 
ened by  the  temporal  or  ecclesiastical  autho- 
rity of  Pius  IX  ?  Has  he  got  back  to  Rome 
from  his  late  excursion  ?  Who  are  his  body- 
guard there  ?  Have  the  lips  of  a  crowned  head 
kissed  his  big  toe  for  a  century  ?  Are  any  so 
poor  as  to  do  his  Italian  crown  any  reverence? 
Do  not  two  Catholic  powers,  France  and  Aus- 
tria, hold  all  bis  dominions  in  a  detestable  de- 
pendency ?  What  army,  what  revenue,  what 
diplomacy,  what  church  domination  in  even 
the  Catholic  countries  of  the  old  or  the  new 
world,  has  he  ?  Why,  the  idea  of  the  Pope's 
influence  at  this  day  is  as  preposterous  as  Uiat 
of  a  gunpowder  plot.  I  would  as  soim  think 
of  dreading  the  ghost  of  Guy  Fawkes. 

No,  there  is  no  necessity,  from  either  op- 
pression or  weakness  of  Protestants  or  natives. 
They  are  both  free  and  strong ;  and  do  tliev 
now,  because  they  are  rich  in  civil  and  reli- 
gious freedom,  wish  in  turn  to  persecute,  and 
exclude  the  fallen  and  the  down-trodden  of 
the  earth  ?— God  forbid  I 

2d.  But  there  is  not  only  no  necessity  for 
this  secret  political  organization,  but  it  is 
against  the  spirit  of  our  laws  and  the  fiscts  of 
our  history.  Some  families  in  this  republic 
render  themselves  ridiculous,  and  offensive, 
too,  by  the  vain  pretensionii  to  the  exalting 
aooidents  of  birth.  We,  in  Virginia,  are  not 
seldom  pointed  at  for  our  F.  F.  V.'s  of  ances- 
tral arrogance.  But  whoever  thought  that 
pratenaion  of  this  sort  was  ao  soon  to  be  set  op 
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hj  ezelnnyes  ibr  the  republic  itself  7    Some 
of  the  ancient  European  people  may  boast  of 
their  ''protoplasts,'' and  of  their  being  them- 
selyes  "  autochthones" — ^that  thov  hod  fathers 
and  mothers  from  near  Adam,  wnom  they  can 
name  as  their  first  formers,  and  that  they  are 
of  the  same  unmixed  blood,  original  inhabit- 
ants of  their  country.    But  who  were  our 
protoplasts?   English,  Irish,  Scotch,  German, 
Dutch,  Swedes,  French,  Swiss,  Spanish,  Ita- 
lian, Ethiopian — all  people  of   all  nations, 
tribes,  complexions,  languages,  and  religions! 
And  who  alone  are  "  autochthones"  here  in 
North  America  ? — AVhy,  the  Indians !    They 
are  tlie  only  true  natives.  One  thing  we  have, 
and  that  more  distinctly  than  any  other  na- 
tion:  we  have  our   **cponymas."    We  can 
name  the  very  hour  of  our  birth  as  a  people. 
AVe  need  recur  to  no  fable  of  a  wolf  to  whelp 
us  into  existence.    It  may  be  hard  to  fix  Anno 
Mundi,  or  the  year  of  \oah's  flood,  or  the 
building  of  Home.    Rume  may  have  her  Ju- 
lian cp^Hrha,  the  Ethiopian  their  epooha  of  the 
AbysHines,  the  Arabians  theirs  of  the  flight 
of  Mahomet,  the  Persians  theirs  of  the  coro- 
nation of  Jesdegerdis ;  but  ours  dates  from 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  among  tlie 
nations  of  the  earth,  the  4th  day  of  July,  a.  d. 
1776.    As  a  nation  we  are  but  78  years  of 
ase.     Many  a  person  is  now  living  who  wan 
aUve  before  this  nation  was  born.    And  the 
ancestors  of  this  people,  about  two  centuries 
only  ago,  were  foreigners,  every  one  of  them 
coming  to  the  shores  of  this  country,  to  take 
it  away  from  the  aborigines,  the   "autoch- 
thones," and  to  take  possession  of  it  by  autln>- 
rity,  either  directly  or  derivatively,  o'f  Papal 
power.     His  holiness  the  Poyie  was  the  great 
grantor  of  all    the  new  countries  of  North 
America.     This  fiction  was  a  fact  of  the  his- 
tory of  all  our  first  discoveries  and  settlements. 
Foreigners,  in  the  name  of  the  Pope  and  Mo- 
ther Church,  took  poRsession  of  North  Ame- 
rica, to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  their 
heirs  agaiuKt  the  heathen  for  ever ! — ^and  n«:>w 
already  their  descondents  are  f(»r  excluding 


presflion  of  opinion  was  the  most  odiotw  of  At 
abominations  of  the  Old  World's  '•— — ^— — 


its  only  glory  and  grace  is  that  it  made  tlio» 
sands  of  martyrs.  It  deluged  ereiy  cooBtrj. 
and  tainted  tlie  air  of  every  clime,  and  staiiiM 
the  robes  of  righteousness  of  ererj  sect  with 
blood,  w^ith  the  blood  of  every  human  saern 
fice,  which  was  honest  and  earnest  in  its  fidth, 
the  hypocrites  and  hinds  of  profession  akmt 
escaping  the  swords  or  the  flames  of  perseea- 
tion.  The  colonies  were  blackened  by  te 
burnings  of  the  stake,  and  were  dyed  vsd 
with  the  blood  of  intolerance.  The  Americu 
Revolution  made  a  new  era  of  liberty  to  dawa 
— tlie  era  of  the  liberty  of  conscience.  If 
there  is  any  essence  in  Americanism,  thel  very 
salt  wherewith  it  is  savored  is  the  freedom  cf 
opinion  and  the  liberty  of  conscience.  Is  il 
now  proposed  that  we  shall  go  back  to  the 
deeds  of  the  dark  ages  of  despotism  T  That 
this  broad  land,  still  unoccupied  in  more  thaa 
I  half  of  its  virgin  soil,  shall  no  longer  be  la 
ofiylum  for  the  oppressed  ?  That  here,  as' 
elsewhere,  and  again,  as  of  old,  men  shall  be 
burthencd  by  their  births,  and  chained  i«>r 
their  opinions  ?  I  trust  that  a  design  of  that 
intent  will  remain  a  secret  buried  fur  ever. 

I  have  said  this  organisation  was  against 
the  spirit  of  our  laws.  Our  laws  siirang  frara 
the  necessity  of  the  condition  of  our  early 
settlers.  They  brought  with  them  from  Eng- 
land their  Penates,  the  household  goiis  of  so 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  the  liberties  of  Magna 
Gharta,  the  trial  by  jury,  the  judgment  of  the 
peers,  and  the  other  muniment.s  of  humaa 
di'i'nitv  and  human  rij^hts  secured  bv  the  firvt 
English  Charta.  The!»e,  forei'jncrA  br»Aipht 
with  them  fnun  Kurope.  11  ere  thev  found  the 
virtues  to  extend  these  rights  nai  their  luu- 
niments.  The  neglect  of  the  mother  ci»untry 
left  them  sol f-^lepen dent  and  tself-reliant  untS 
they  were  thor«»u''htv  tau^rht  the  le.4S(iii  4.f 
selj'-ffoceniment — that  they  conld  be  their  own 
ft 'vereiirn.- — tiud  the  very  experience  of  des- 
p(  tism  i*.<  V  had  once  tasted  made  them  hate 
tvrji:it»,  either  elective  or  hereditary.     Their 


foreigners  and  the  Pope's  followers  from  an  j  iie>iitute  and  exposetl  condition  trametl  them 


equal  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  this  ^mne 
])ossession!  So  strange  is  human  histMiy, 
Christopher  Columhus !  Ferdinand  and  i-;!- 
hella!  What  would  they  have  thought  of 
this  had  thev  foreseen  it  when  they  touched  a 
continent,  and  called  it  theirs  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  by  authority  of  the  keeper 
of  the  keys  of  Heaven,  and  of  the  great 
grantor  of*^  the  empire  and  domain  of  earth  ? 
What  would  have  become  of  our  national 
titles  to  northeastern  or  northwestern  bound- 
aries, but  for  the  plea  of  this  authority,  valid 
of  old  among  all  Christian  powers  ? 

Following  the  discovery  and  the  possession 
of  the  country  by  forefgnors,  in  virtue  of 
Catholic  majesty,  came  the  settlements  of  the 
c^juntry  by  force  and  constraint  of  religious 
intolerance  and  persecution.  Puritans,  Hu- 
guenots, Cavaliers,  Catholics,  Quakers,  all 
«nime  to  western  wilds,  each  in  turn  perse- 
cuted and  persecuting  for  opinion's  sake.  Op- 


to  hardy  habits,  and  cultivate*!  in  thera  every 
sterner  virtue.  They  knew  privation,  fatigue, 
endurance,  self-denial,  fortitude,  and  were 
made  men  at  arm*' — cauti(ais,  courugeons, 
generous,  just,  and  trusting  in  G»kJ.  They 
had  to  fight  Indians,  fnmi  Philip,  on  Ma&^.i* 
chusetts  Bay,  to  Powhattan,  on  the  river  of 
Swans.  An<l  they  hinl  an  unex]dored  oo'ntinent 
to  subdue,  with  its  teeming  snil,  its  majestic 
forests,  it^  towering  in>>untain<«,  und  its*  une- 
qualled rivers.  Above  all  ihingsi,  they  needed 
I>opulation,  more  fellow-settlers,  moiv  j'onv/rt' 
ers  to  immigrate,  and  to  aid  them  in  the  tusk 
of  founders  of  empire  set  beft»re  them,  to  open 
the  forests,  to  level  the  hills,  vid  to  raise  up 
the  valleys  of  a  giant  new  country.  Welt 
these  forcii/nci'if  iVu\  their  task  like  men.  SuA 
a  work  I  wlio  can  exaggerate  it?  They  did  it 
against  all  odds,  and  in  spite  of  European  op* 
])rcssion.  They  grew  and  thrived,  until  they 
were  rich  enough  to  be  taxed.    They  wera 
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lold  taxation  wm  no  granny.  Bat  theae 
foreigners  gave  th««  world  a  new  truth  of  ire^ 
dom.  Taxation  without  representation  was 
tyranny.  The  attempt  to  impose  it  upon 
them,  the  least  mite  or  it,  made  them  resolve, 
''that  they  would  give  millions  for  defence, 
but  not  a  cent  for  tribute."  That  resolve 
drove  them  to  the  necessity  of  war,  and  they, 
foreigners,  Protestants,  Catholics  and  all,  took 
the  aire  alternative,  united  as  a  band  of  bro- 
thers, and  declared  their  dependence  upon 
Ck>d  alone.  And  they  entered  to  the  world  a 
oomplaint  of  grievances— a  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence! This  was  pretty  well  to  show 
whether  foreigners,  of  any  and  all  religions, 
just  fresh  from  £urope,  could  be  trusted  on 
the  side  of  America  and  liberty.  One  of  the 
first  of  their  complaints  was : — 

Ue  (George  III.)  has  endeavored  to  prevent 
tlie  population  of  these  states,  for  that  purpose 
obstructing  the  laws  for  ntUuralissaiion  offo- 
rdgnerSf  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
their  emigration  hither,  and  raising  the  oon- 
diti<ms  of  new  appropriations  of  land." 

There  is  the  proof  that  they  valued  the  na- 
turaliiation  of  foreigners,  and  the  immigration 
of  foreigners  hither,  and  they  desired  appro- 
priations, now  appropriations  of  land,  for  im^ 
migrants. 

Another  complaint  was,  that  tliey  had  ap- 
plied in  vain  to  **  British  brethren."  They 
said: — 

'*  We  have  appealed  to  their  Tiaiite  justice 
and  magnanimity;  and  we  have  conjured 
them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to 
disavow  these  usurpations,  &c.  They,  too, 
have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  con- 
sanguinity. We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in 
the  necessity  which  denounces  our  separation, 
and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind, 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends." 

There  is  proof,  too,  that  Nativism  can't 
always  be  reued  on  to  help  one's  own  country- 
men, and  that  brethren,  and  kindred,  and  con- 
sanguinity, will  fail  a  whole  people  in  trouble, 
Just  as  kinship  too  often  fails  families  and  in- 
dividuals in  the  trials  of  life. 

"  And,"  lastly,  "  for  the  support  of  this  De- 
claration, with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protec- 
tion of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge 
to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honor." 

There  was  tolerance,  there  was  firm  reliance 
on  tlie  same  one  God ;  there  was  mutuality  of 
pledge,  each  to  the  other,  at  one  altar,  and 
there  was  a  common  stake  of  sacrifice — *' lives, 
fortunes,  and  honor."  And  who  were  they? 
There  were  Hancock  the  Puritan,  Penn  tne 
Quaker,  Rutledge  the  Huguenot,  Carroll  the 
Catholic,  Lee  the  Cavalier,  Jefferson  the  Free 
Thinker.  These,  representatives  of  all  the 
signers,  and  the  signers,  representatives  of  all 
the  people  of  all  the  oolonies. 

On !  my  countrymen,  did  not  that  " pledge" 
bind  them  and  bind  us,  their  heirs,  for  ever  to 
faith  and  hope  in  God  and  tc  charity  for  eaoh 
other — to  tolerance  in  religion,  and  to  "  mutu- 


ality" in  political  freedom  T  Dovm,  down  with 
any  organisation,  then,  which  "denounoes^' 
a  '*  separation"  between  Protestant  Yirginift 
and  Catholic  Maryland — ^between  the  child* 
ren  of  Catholic  Carroll  and  Protestant  George 
Wvthe.  Their  names  stand  together  among 
"the  signatures,"  and  I  will  redeem  their 
"  mutual"  pledges  with  my  "  life,"  my  "  for- 
tune," and  my  "  sacred  honor,"  **  so  far  as  in 
me  lies — so  help  me,  Almighty  God !" 

I  think  that  nere  is  proof  enough  that  "  fo* 
rei^ners"  and  Catholics  both  entered  as  ma- 
terial elements  into  our  Americanism.  But 
before  the  4th  day  of  July  there  were  laws 
passed  of  the  highest  authority,  to  which  thia 
secret  organization  is  opposed. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1776,  the  convention 
of  Virginia  passed  a  "  Declaration  of  Rights." 
Its  4th  section  declares :  "  that  no  man,  or  set 
of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or  separate 
emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community, 
but  in  consideration  ot  public  services ;  which 
not  being  descendible,  neither  ought  the  offices 
of  magistrate,  legislator  or  judge  to  be  heredi* 
tary." 

Now,  does  the  Know-Nothing  organization 
not  claim  for  the  "  native  born"  "  set  of  men" 
to  be  entitled  to  exclusive  privileges  from  the 
community  as  against  naturalized  and  Catho- 
lic citizens ;  and  thus,  by  virtue  of  birth,  to 
inherit  the  right  of  election  to  tlie  offices  of 
magistrates,  legislator,  or  judge,  which  are  not 
descendible  7  They  set  up  no  such  claim  for 
the  individual  person  native  born,  but  they  do 
set  up  a  quality  for  nativity,  to  which,  and  to 
which  alone,  they  claim,  pertains  the  privi* 
leges  of  eligibility  to  offices. 

Ap;ain : — Does  this  organization  not  violate 
the  7th  section  of  this  declaration  of  rights, 
which  forbids  **  all  power  of  suspondins  laws, 
or  the  execution  ot  laws,  by  any  authority, 
without  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  as  injurious  to  their  right.s,  and  which 
ougnt  not  to  be  exercised  Y"  When  the  laws 
say,  and  the  representatives  of  tlie  people  say, 
that  Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens  shall 
be  tolerated  and  allowed  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  and  eligibility  to  office, 
have  they  not  organized  a  secret  power  to 
suspend  these  laws,  and  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  them,  by  their  sole  authority,  without 
consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  ? 
This  declaration  denounces  it  as  injurious  to 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  as  a  power  which 
ought  not  to  be  exercised. 

Again  : — ^Does  not  this  organization  annul 
that  part  of  the  8th  section  of  this  declaration, 
which  says :  "  That  no  man  shuli  be  deprived 
of  bis  liberty,  except  by  the  law  of  the  land, 
or  the  judgment  of  his  peers?"  This  don't 
apply  alone  to  personal  liberty,  the  freedom 
or  the  body  from  prison,  but  no  man  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  franchises  of  any  sort,  of  his 
liberty  in  its  largest  sense,  except  by  the  law 
of  the  land  or  the  judgment  of  nis  peers,  the 
tnaX  by  jury.  Has,  then,  a  private  and  secret 
tribunal  a  right  to  impose  qualifications  for 
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office,  aiid  to  enforce  their  laws  b^  teat  oaths, 
80  o«  to  deprive  any  maa  of  hia  liberty  to  be 
elected? 

Again: — Is  this  organization  not  an  im- 
]»erium  in  impcrio  a^inst  the  14th  section  of 
this  declaration,  which  says:  **That  the  peo- 
ple huve  a  riglit  to  uniform  government,  and, 
therefore,  that  no  govorninent  separated  from 
or  independent  of  the  government  of  Virginia, 
ought  to  1>e  erected  or  established  within  the 
limits  thereof"  It  is  not  a  government,  but 
does  it  not,  will  it  not,  politically  govern  the 
portion  of  the  people  l>elonging  to  it,  differently 
from  wliat  the  portion  of  tlie  people  not  be- 
longing to  it,  are  governed  by  the  laws  of 
Virginia? 

Again : — It  does  not  adhere  to  the  '* justice 
and  moderation"  inculcated  in  the  15th  section 
of  the  deolanition.  And  lastly,  it  avowedly 
opposes  tlie  16th  section,  which  declares,  "that 
religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
Creator,  and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can 
be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction,  not 
by  force  or  violence ;  and,  therefore,  all  men 
are  c(iually  entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience ; 
and  that  it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practise 
Christian  forbearance,  love,  and  charity  to- 
wards each  other." 

But  this  organiiation  not  only  contravenes 
the  rules  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  rights,  but  it  is  in  the  face  of  a  positive 
and  perpetual  statute,  now  made  a  part  of  our 
organic  law  by  the  new  Constitution — the  Act 
of  Religious  Freedom,  passed  the  16th  of  De- 
cember, 1785.  AgainHt  this  law,  this  Know- 
Nuthinji;  order  attacks  the  freedom  of  the 
mind,  by  imposing  ''civil  incapacitations:"  it 
*'  attonn»t.s  to  ]mnish  one  religion  and  to  pn>- 
j»a^atM  another  by  coereion  uu  both  Inxly  and  j 
mind  ;"  it  "sets  up  its  own  opinions  and  modes 
of  thinking  as  the  only  true  and  infallil»le;" 
it  niakoM  (»ur  "  t'ivil  riglits  to  have  a  dopwnd- 
enco  on  our  religious  opinions;"  it  "deprives 
citizens  of  their  natural  rights,  l)y  proscribing 
them  as  unworthy  the  public  04»ntidence,  by 
layin;;  upon  them  an  inca])acity  of  being  called 
to  (iftices  of  trust  and  emolument,  unless  they 
pn)f«'.ss  to  renounce  this  or  that  religious 
opinion  ;"  **  it  tends  to  corrupt  the  principles 
(>f  tliat  religion  it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by 
bribing  witli  a  monopoly  of  worldly  honors 
and  emoluments,  those  who  will  externally 
prof<».>8  and  conform  to  it ;"  it  lacks  confidence 
in  truth,  which  **  is  great  and  will  prevail," 
if  left  to  herself;  that  she  is  the  proper  and 
sufiicient  antagonist  to  error,  and  has  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  ccmflict,  unless  by  human 
interposition  disarmed  of  her  natural  weapons, 
free  argument  and  debate ;  it  withdraws  errors 
from  free  tirgument  and  debate,  and  hides 
them  in  secret,  where  they  become  dangerous, 
because  it  is  not  permitted  freely  to  contradict 
them. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  this  is  a  restraining 
statute  u{K»n  government,  and  is  a  prohibition 
to  'legislators  and  rulers,  civil  as  well  as 
tcdesiastical."    If  they  even  are  restrained 


by  this  law,  afoHioTi^  wtrj  miyato  orffom^ 
tion,  or  order,  or  indiTidaoX  >>  restramid. 
The  Know-Nothmgs  will  hardly  pretend  to  dt 
what  the  government  itself,  and  iepalakm, 
and  rulers,  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical,  dait 
not  do.  If  such  be  their  pretensions  tbsy 
claim  to  be  above  the  law,  or  to  aet  up  a  higher 
law— then,  sic  vola,  to  ctmpel  a  man  to  fr^ 
quent  or  support  any  religious  wonhip^  said 
to  enforce,  restrain,  molest,  or  burthen  him, 
or  "to  make  hiiu  suffer"  ob  aoeonni  of  his 
religious  oyiinions  or  belief;  or  to  depnTesMB 
of  their  freedom  to  profess,  and  by  argnment 
to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  of  r^ 
ligion,  and  to  make  tne  same  diminish,  enlai^gs, 
or  affect  their  civil  capacities.  No,  when  oar 
constitutions  forbid  the  legislators  to  exerciss 
a  power,  they  intend  that  no  sooh  power  shall 
be  exercised  by  any  one. 

Not  <mly  is  the  law  of  Virginia  thus  libenl 
as  to  religion,  but  also  as  to  naturalisatkm. 

So  far  as  **  Know-Nothingism"  opposes  our 
naturalization  laws,  it  is  not  only  a|junst  our 
statute  policy,  but  against  Americanism  itmUL 
In  this  it  is  especially  anti-American.  One 
of  the  })e»t  fruits  of  the  American  Revolntka 
was  to  establish,  for  the  first  time  in  the  wwld, 
the  human  right  of  expatriation,  prior  to  oer 
separate  existence  as  a  nation  of  the  earth,  ths 
de8]HUisms  of  the  old  world  had  made  a  law 
unto  themselves,  whereby  they  oould  hold  for 
ever  in  chains  those  of  mankind  who  were  ss 
unfortunate  as  to  be  bom  their  sul^jects.  In 
respect  to  birthright  and  the  right  of  expatriap 
tion,  and  the  duty  of  allegiance  and  protectioii, 
and  the  law  of  trciison.  orownc<l  heads  held  to 
the  ancient  dogma:  **Once  a  citizen  always  a 
citizen."  If  a  man  was  so  miserable  as  to  be 
born  tlie  slave  of  a  tyrant,  he  ^ust  remain  his 
slave  for  over,  lie  cuuhi  never  renounce  fai^ 
ill-fate<l  birthright — could  never  expatriate 
himself  to  seek  for  a  l)ettcr  country — and  could 
never  forswear  the  allegiance  whiuh  bound 
him  to  his  t^hains.  Ue  might  emigrate,  might 
take  the  wings  uf  the  morning  and  fly  to  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  might  cross  seas 
and  continents,  and  put  oceans,  and  rivers, 
and  lakes,  and  mountains  between  him  and 
the  throne  in  the  shadow  of  which  be  was 
iKtrn,  and  he  would  still  *'  but  drag  a  length- 
ening chain."  Still  the  despotism  might  pur- 
sue him,  find  and  bind  him  as  a  subject  slave. 
If  America  beckoned  to  him  to  fly  to  her  for 
freedom,  and  to  give  her  the  cunning  and  the 
strength  of  his  right  arm  to  help  ameliorate 
her  huge  proportitms  and  to  work  <mt  her 
grand  destmy,  the  tyrant  hod  to  be  asked  fi^r 
passjKjrts  and  permission  to  expatriate.  But 
they  came — ^lol  they  came!  Our  laws  en- 
couraged them  to  come.  Before  '7G,  Virginia 
and  all  the  colonies  encouraged  immigration. 
It  was  a  necessity  as  well  as  a  policy  of  the 
whole  country.  Early  in  the  Revolution,  the 
king's  forces  hung  some  of  the  best  bltHxl  of 
the  coh)nies,  under  the  maxim,  **  Once  a  citi« 
zen  always  a  citizen."  They  were  traitors  if 
found  fighting  f(»r  us,  because  they  were  ones 
subjects.    Washington  was  obliged  to  hold 
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hostages,  to  prerent  the  applieation  of  this 
barbarous  doctrine  of  tyranny.  At  last  our 
struggle  ended,  and  our  inaopendence  was 
recognised.  George  III.  was  eompelled  to  re- 
nounce our  allegiance  to  him,  though  we  were 
bom  his  subjects.  But  still,  when  we  came 
to  our  separate  existence,  we  were  called  on 
to  reoognise  the  same  odious  maxim,  still  ad- 
hered to  by  the  despots  of  Europe :  **  Once  a 
citizen  always  a  citizen."  Subjects  were  still 
told  that  they  should  not  expatriate  them- 
seWes,  and  America  was  warned  that  she 
should  not  naturalize  them  without  the  con- 
sent of  their  monarch  masters.  Spuming  this 
dogma,  and  the  tyrants  who  boasted  the  power 
to  enforce  it,  the  4th  power  which  the  Conyen- 
•tion  of  1787,  that  formed  our  blessed  Constitu- 
tion, enumerated,  is:  "The  Congress  shall 
haye  power  '  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization.' " 

The  meaning  of  this  was,  to  say  by  public 
law  to  all  Europe  and  her  combined  courts, 
**  Tour  dogma,  *  once  a  citizen  always  a  citi- 
sen,'  shall  cease  for  oyer  as  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America.  We  need  popula- 
tion to  smooth  our  rough  places,  and  to  make 
our  crooked  places  straight ;  but,  aboye  and 
beyond  that  policy,  we  are,  with  the  help  of 
God,  resolved  that  this  new  and  giant  land 
shall  be  une  vast  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of 
every  other  land,  now  and  for  ever  I"  That 
is  mj  reading  of  our  law  of  liberty.  Thone 
bom  in  bondage  might  raise  their  e^es  up  in 
hope  of  a  better  country  I  They  might,  and 
should  if  they  would,  expatriate  themselves, 
fly  from  slavery  and  chains,  and  come  I — IIo, 
every  one  of  them,  come  to  our  country  and 
be  free  with  us  I  They  might  forswear  their 
allegiance  to  despots,  and  should  be  allowed 
here  to  take  an  oath  to  liberty  and  her  flag, 
and  her  freedom,  and  they  should  not  be  pur- 
sued and  punished  as  traitors.  When  they 
came  and  swore  that  our  country  should  be 
their  country,  we  would  swear  to  protect  them 
as  if  in  the  country  bora,  as  if  natives — i.  e.,  as 
naturalized  citizens,  and  they  should  be  our 
citizens  and  be  entitled  to  our  protection. 
And  this  was  in  conformity  to  the  only  true 
idea  of  '*  Naturalization,"  which,' accormng  to 
its  legal  as  well  as  its  etymological  sense, 
means,  *'  when  one  who  is  an  alien  is  made  a 
natural  subject  by  act  of  law  and  consent  of 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  state."  The  con- 
sent of  our  sovereign  power  is  written  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Con- 
gress, at  an  early  day  after  its  adoption,  passed 
the  acts  of  n aturaKzation .  The  leading  statute 
is  that  of  April  14,  1802.  It  provided  that 
any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  may  be 
admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions, and  not  otherwise:-* 

1st  That  he  shall  haye  declared  on  oath  or 
affirmation  before  the  supreme,  superior,  dis- 
trict, or  circuit  court  of  some  one  ofthe  states, 
or  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  Circuit  or  District  Court  of  the 
United  States,  three  years  (two  years  by  act 


of  May  96,  1824)  at  least  before  his  admis- 
sion, that  it  was  his  bona  fide  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
renounce  for  ever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
any  foreien  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sover- 
eignty, wnereof  such  alien  may  at  the  time  be 
a  citizen  or  subject 

2d.  That  he  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  appli- 
cation to  be  admitted,  declare  on  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  one  of  the  courts 
aforesaid,  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  ana  that  he  doth  abso- 
lutely and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all 
allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince, 
potentate,  state,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and 
particularly,  hj  name,  the  prince,  potentate, 
state,  or  sovereignty  whereoi  he  was  before  a 
citizen  or  subject ;  which  proceedings  shall  be 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  tne  court. 

3d.  That  the  court  admitting  such  alien 
shall  be  satisfied  that  he  has  resided  vrithin 
the  Uuited  States  five  years  at  least,  and 
within  the  state  or  territory  where  such  court 
is  at  the  time  held,  one  year,  at  least ;  and  it 
shall  further  appear  to  their  satisfaction,  that 
during  that  time  he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of 
good  moral  character,  attached  to  the  prin« 
ciples  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and  hap* 
piness  of  the  same :  Prorided,  That  the  oaUi 
of  the  applicant  shall  in  no  case  be  allowed 
to  prove  nis  residence. 

4th.  That  in  case  the  alien  applying  to  be 
admitted  to  citizenship  shall  have  borne  any 
hereditary  title  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders 
of  nol>ility  in  the  kingtiom  or  state  from  which 
he  came,  ho  shall,  in  addition  to  the  a]x)ye 
re<{uif(ite9,  make  an  express  renunciation  of 
his  title  or  order  of  nobility  in  the  court  to 
which  his  application  shall  be  made,  which 
renunciation  shall  be  recorded  in  the  said 
court :  Provided,  That  no  alien  who  shall  be 
a  native,  citizen,  denizen,  or  subject  of  any 
country,  state,  or  sovereign,  with  whom  the 
United  States  shall  be  at  war  at  the  time  of 
his  application,  shall  then  l)e  admitted  to  be 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  act  has  other  provisions,  and  has  since 
been  modified  from  time  to  time.  This  statute 
had  not  operate<l  a  legal  lifetime  before  Great 
Britain  again  asserted  the  dogma :  "  Once  a 
citizen,  always  a  citizen  I"  The  base  and 
covrardly  attack  of  the  Ijcopard  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, at  the  mouth  of  this  very  bay,  in  sight 
of  the  Virginia  sh4)re,  was  made  upon  the 
claim  of  right  to  seize  British  born  subjects 
from  on  board  our  man-of-war.  The  star- 
spangled  banner  was  struck  that  day  for  the 
last  time  to  the  detestable  maxim  of  tyranny: 
"Once  a  citizen,  always  a  citizen."  It  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  it  was  upon  this  doctrine 
of  despots  that  the  Right  of  Search  was 
founded.  They  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
prerogative  to  search  our  decks  on  the  high 
seas,  and  to  seize  those  of  our  crews  who  were 
born  in  British  dominions.  In  1812,  we 
declared  the  last  war.  For  what  ?  For  *^  Free 
Trade  and  Sailors' Ki^ts."    That  is,  for  the 
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right  of  oui  nataralised  oitiEon-flailors  to  soil 
on  the  high  seas,  and  to  trade  abroad  free 
from  search  and  seizure.  They  had  been 
required  to  "  renounce  and  abjure,"  all  **  alle- 
giance and  fidelity"  to  any  other  country, 
state,  or  sovereignty,  and  particularly  to  the 
country,  state,  or  sovereignty  under  which 
they  have  been  natives  or  citizens,  and  vro 
had  reciprocally  undertaken  to  protect  them 
in  consideration  of  their  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  the  United  States.  IIow  pro- 
tect themf  By  enabling  them  to  fulfil  tneir 
obligations  to  us  of  allegiance  and  fidelity,  by 
making  them  free  to  fight  for  our  flag,  and 
free  in  every  sense,  just  as  if  they  had  been 
bom  in  our  country.  Fight  for  us  they  did  ; 
naturalized,  and  those  not  naturalized,  were 
of  our  crews.  They  fought  in  every  sea  for 
the  flag  which  threw  protection  over  them, 
from  the  first  gun  of  the  Constitution  frigate 
to  the  last  gun  of  tlie  boats  on  Lake  Pontr 
chartrain,  in  every  battle  whore 

*^Cftnnon's  inoutha  were  each  othur  greetlnj;, 
And  yard  arm  was  with  yard  arm  meetintf.** 

• 

That  war  sealed,  in  the  bl(K>d  of  dead  and 
living  heroes,  the  eternal  American  prin- 
ciple:— *'Tho  right  of  expatriation,  the  right 
and  duty  of  naturalization — the  right  to  fly 
from  tyranny  to  the  flag  of  freedom,  and  the 
recipr(>cal  duties  of  allegiance  and  protection." 
An(f  does  a  party — an  order  or  what  not, 
calling  itself  an  American  party,  now  oppose 
and  call  upon  me  to  oppose  thene  great  Amer- 
ican truths,  and  to  put  America  in  the  wrong 
for  declaring  and  fighting  the  lust  war  of  In- 
dependunco  against  Great  Britain  ?  Never !  I 
would  s<joii  go  back  to  wallowing  in  the  niirc 
of  Kun)pean  serfdom.  I  won't  do  it.  I  can't 
do  it.  No :  I  will  lie  down  and  rise  up  a  Na- 
tive American,  for  and  n(»t  ugiiinst  tlirso  im- 
perishable American  truths.  Nor  will  any 
true  American,  wlio  understands  what  Amer- 
icanism is,  dt)  otherwise.     I  put  a  ca>?e  : — 

A  Prussian  born  subject  came  to  this  coun- 
try, lie  complied  with  our  naturalization 
laws  in  all  respects  of  notice  of  intention,  ni- 
sidence,  oath  of  allegiance,  and  proof  of  good 
moral  character,  lie  remained  continuously 
in  the  United  States  the  full  period  t)f  five 
years.  When  he  had  fully  tillou  the  measure 
of  his  probation  and  was  consummately  a  na- 
turalized citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  then, 
and  not  until  then,  returned  to  Prussia  to  visit 
an  aged  father,  lie  was  immodiutely,  (m  his 
return,  seized  and  forced  into  the  Landwehr, 
or  militia  system  of  Prussia,  under  the  maxim : 
'*  Once  a  citizen,  always  a  citizon  !"  There  he 
is  forced  to  do  service  to  the  king  of  Prussia 
at  this  very  hour,  lie  applies  for  protection 
to  the  United  States.  Would  the  Know- 
Nothiugs  interpose  in  his  l>ehalf  or  not? 
.iiOok  at  the  principles  involved.  We,  by  our 
laws,  encouraged  hiin  to  come  to  our  country, 
and  here  he  was  allowed  to  become  natural- 
izeil,  and  to  that  end  required  to  renounce 
and  alyure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the 
king  of  Prussia,  and  to  swear  allegiance  and 


fidelity  to  the  United  Stfttee.  The  kiiiffjf 
Prussia  now  olainui  no  l^gal  forfeiture  fian 
him — ^he  punishefl  him  for  no  crime — ^he  c1a»h 
of  him  no  legal  debt— he  claims  alone  that 
very  allegiance  and  fidelity  which  we  required 
the  man  to  abjure  and  renounce.  Nut  ooly 
80,  but  he  hinders  the  man  from  returning  to 
the  United  States,  and  from  discharging  the 
allegiance  and  fidelity  we  required  him  to 
swear  to  the  United  States.  The  king  d 
Prussia  says  he  should  do  him  service  fur 
seven  years,  for  this  was  what  he  was  bom  to 
perform ;  his  obligations  were  due  to  him  first, 
and  his  laws  were  first  binding  him.  The 
United  States  say — true,  he  was  bom  under 
your  laws,  but  he  had  a  right  to  ezpatrisM 
himself;  he  owed  allegiance  first  to  you,  but 
he  had  a  right  to  forswear  it  and  to  swear  al- 
legiance to  us ;  your  laws  first  applied,  bet 
this  is  a  case  of  political  obligation,  not  of 
legal  obligation ;  it  is  not  for  any  crime  or 
debt  you  claim  to  bind  him,  but  it  is  for  alle- 
gianiM} ;  and  the  claim  jou  set  up  to  his  sc^ 
vices  (m  the  ground  of  his  political  obligatioo, 
his  allegiance  to  you,  which  we  allow  him  to 
abjure  and  renounce,  is  inconsistent  with  his 
political  obligation,  his  allegiance,  which  we 
required  him  to  swear  to  the  United  States; 
he  has  sworn  fidelity  to  us,  and  we  have,  by 
our  laws,  pledged  protection  to  him. 

Such  is  the  issue.  Now,  with  which  will 
the  Know-Nothings  take  sides?  With  the 
king  of  Prussia  against  our  naturalized  citiieu 
and  against  America,  or  with  America  and 
our  naturalized  citizen  ?  Mark,  now.  Know- 
Xothiugism  is  opposed  to  all  foreign  influence 
— against  American  institutions.  The  kin^  »f 
Prussia  is  a  pretty  ]>otent  foreign  infiuoiK-c — 
he  was  one  of  the  holy  alliance  of  cruwneJ 
heads.  Will  they  take  part  with  him,  and 
not  protect  the  citizen?  Then  they  will  aiJ 
a  fcireign  iniluence  against  our  laws  I  Will 
they  takes  sides  with  our  naturalized  citizen? 
If  8i»,  then  up(m  what  grounds  ?  Now,  tlu-y 
must  have  a  gixni  cause  of  inter] Ktsi tit >n  to 
justify  us  against  all  the  received  dogma:«  of 
European  despotism. 

Don*t  tliey  see,  can't  they  perceive,  that 
they  have  no  other  ^nmnds  than  those  I  have 
urged  ?  lie  is  our  citizen,  nationalized,  owing 
us  allegiance  and  we  owing  him  pn»tei*tii>u. 
And  if  we  owe  him  protection  abruiul,  l»ecau>* 
of  his  sworn  allegiance  to  us  as  a  naiunUizoJ 
citizen,  what  then  can  deprive  him  of  his  pri\i- 
leges  at  home  among  us  when  he  returns?  If 
he  be  a  citizen  at  all,  he  must  be  allows**!  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  or  he  will  not  be  il.C 
equal  of  his  fellow-citizens.  And  must  U'-t 
Kni>w-Nothingism  strike  at  the  verv  Cf|UH]ity 
of  citizenship,  or  allow  him  to  enjoy  all  ifa» 
lawful  privileges  ?  If  Catholics  and  natural- 
izcMl  ritizcns  arc  to  be  citizens  and  yet  to  be 
]>roscribed  from  ofiice,  they  must  be  rated  aa 
an  inferior  class — an  excluded  class  of  citi- 
zens. Will  it  be  said  that  the  law  will  n:>t 
make  this  distinction  ?  Then  are  wo  to  under- 
stand that  Know-Xotiiings  wtmld  uut  make 
them  equal  by  law  ?    If  not  by  law,  how  caa 
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they  pretend  to  mnke  them  nneqaal,  by  their 
secret  order,  without  law  and  agamst  law? 
For  them,  by  secret  combination,  to  make 
tliem  unoqaat  to  impose  a  burthen  or  restric- 
tion upon  their  privileges  which  the  law  does 
not,  i^  to  net  themselves  up  above  the  law,  and 
to  supersede  bv  private  and  secret  authority, 
intangible  andlrresnonsible,  the  rule  of  public, 
political  right.  Inaced,  is  this  not  the  venr 
OKsence  of  the  ** Higher  Law"  doctrine?  It 
cannot  be  said  to  be  legitimate  public  sentiment 
and  the  action  of  its  authority.  Public  senti- 
ment, proper,  is  a  concurrence  of  the  common 
mind  in  some  conclusion,  conviction,  opinion, 
taste,  or  action  in  respect  to  persons  or  thin^ 
9ubject  to  its  public  notice.  It  will,  and  it 
mu<«t  control  the  min<ls  and  actions  of  men,  by 
public  and  conventional  opinion.  Count  Mol^ 
naid  that  in  France  it  was  stronger  than  stat- 
utes. It  is  so  here.  That  it  is  which  should 
decide  at  the  polls  of  a  republic.  But,  here  is 
a  secret  sentiment,  which  may  be  so  organised 
as  to  contradict  the  public  sentiment.  Candi- 
date A.  may  bo  a  native  and  a  Protestant,  and 
may  concur  M'ith  the  community,  if  it  be  a 
Know-Nothing  community,  on  every  other  sub- 
ject except  that  of  proscribing  Catholics  and 
naturalized  citizens ;  and  candidate  B.may  con- 
car  with  the  community  on  the  subject  of  this 
proscription  alone,  and  upon  no  other  subject ; 
and  yet  the  Know-Nothings  might  elect  B.  by 
their  secret  sentiment  against  the  public  senti- 
ment. Thus  it  attacks  not  only  American 
doctrines  of  expatriation,  allegiance,  and  pro- 
tection, but  the  equality  of  citizenship,  and 
the  authority  of  public  sentiment.  In  the 
fllTair  of  Koszta,  how  did  our  blood  rush  to  his 
rescue  ?  Did  the  Know-Nothing  side  with  him 
and  Mr.  Marcy,  or  with  Ilulseman  and  Aus- 
tria ?  If  with  Koszta,  why  ?  Let  them  ask 
themselves  for  the  rationale,  and  see  if  it  can 
in  reason  abide  with  their  orders.  There  is 
no  middle  ground  in  respect  to  naturaliiation. 
We  must  either  have  naturalization  laws  and 
let  foreigners  become  citizens,  on  equal  terms 
of  capacities  and  privilej^s,  or  we  must  ex- 
clude them  altogether.  It  we  abolish  natural- 
isation laws,  wc  return  to  the  European  dog- 
ma :  **  Once  a  citizen,  always  a  citizen."  If 
we  let  foreigners  be  natunilized  and  don't  ex- 
tend to  them  equality  of  privileges,  we  set  up 
classes  and  distinctions  or  persons  wholly  op- 

5 used  to  republicanism.  We  will,  as  Kome 
id,  have  citizens  who  may  be  scourged.  The 
three  alternatives  are  presented — Our  present 
policy,  liberal,  and  just,  and  tolerant,  and 
equal ;  or  the  European  policy  of  holding  the 
noses  of  native  bom  slaves  to  the  grind-etone 
of  tyranny  all  their  lives ;  or,  odious  distinc- 
tions of  citizenship  tending  to  social  and  noli- 
tical  aristocracy.  I  am  ^r  the  present  taws 
of  naturalization. 

As  to  roligitm,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  art.  6,  sec.  3,  especially  provides  that 
no  religi(»ns  t-est  shall  ever  be  required  as  a 
qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under 
|ho  United  States.  The  state  of  Virginia  has, 
from  her  earliest  history,  passed  the  most  lib- 


eral laws,  not  only  towards  naturalisation,  but 
towards  foreigners.  But  I  have  said  enough 
to  show  the  spirit  of  American  laws  and  tne 
true  sense  of  American  maxims. 

8d.  Know-Nothingism  is  against  the  spirit 
of  Reformation  and  of  Protestantism. 

AVhat  was  there  to  reform? 

Let  the  most  bigoted  Protestant  enumerate 
what  he  defines  to liave  been  the  abominations 
of  the  church  of  Rome.  What  would  he  say 
were  the  worst  ?  The  secrets  of  Jesuitism,  of 
the  Auto  da  fe,  of  the  Monasteries  and  of  the 
Nunneries.  The  private  penalties  of  the  In« 
(j^uisition's  Scaven^'s  iMughter.  Proscrip* 
tion,  persecution,  bigotry,  intolerance,  shutting 
up  of  the  book  of  the  word.  And  do  Protest- 
ants now  mean  to  outJesuit  the  Jesuits  ?  Do 
they  mean  to  strike  and  not  be  seen  ?  To  be 
felt  and  not  to  be  heard  ?  To  put  a  shudder 
upon  humanity  by  the  masks  of  mutes  ?  Will 
they  wear  the  monkish  cowls  ?  Will  they  in- 
flict penalties  at  the  polls  without  reasoning 
together  with  their  fellows  at  the  hustings  7 
AVill  they  proscribe  ?  Persecute  ?  Will  they 
bloat  up  tiicnLselves  into  that  bigotry  which 
would  burn  non-cunformists  ?  AVill  they  not 
tolerate  freedom  of  conscience,  but  d(N>iii  die* 
senters,  in  secret  conclave,  to  a  forfeiture  of 
civil  privileges  for  a  religious  diifercnce?  Will 
they  not  translate  the  scripture  of  their  faith? 
Will  they  visit  us  with  dark  lanterns  and  exe- 
cute us  by  signs,  and  test  oaths,  and  in  secrecy  ? 

Protestantism !  forbid  it ! 

If  anything  was  ever  open,  fair,  and  free— 
if  anything  wiu*  ever  blatant  even — it  was  the 
Reft^rmation.  To  quote  from  a  mighty  British 
pen :  "  It  gave  a  mighty  impulse  and  increased 
activity  to  thought  and  inquiry,  agitated  the 
inert  mass  of  accumulated  prejudices  through- 
out Europe.  The  cficct  of  the  concuHsitm  wai 
general,  l)ut  the  shock  was  greatest  in  this 
country"  (Engluiuh.  It  toppled  down  the 
full  grown  intolerable  abuses  of  centuries  at  a 
blow ;  heaved  the  gn>iind  from  under  the  feet 
of  bigoted  faith  and  slavish  obedience ;  and 
the  roar  and  dashing  of  opinions,  loosened 
from  their  accustomed  hold,  might  bo  heard 
like  the  noise  of  an  angry  sea,  and  hns  never 
yet  subsided.  Germany  first  broke  the  spell 
of  misbegotten  fear,  and  gave  the  watchword ; 
but  England  joined  the  shout,  and  echoed  it 
back,  with  her  island  voice,  from  her  thousand 
clifis  and  craggy  shores,  in  a  longer  and  a 
louder  strain.  iVith  that  cry  the  genius  of 
Great  Britain  rose,  and  threw  down  the  gaunt- 
let to  the  nations.  There  was  a  mighty  fer- 
mentation :  the  waters  were  out ;  i)ublic  opinion 
was  in  a  state  of  projecuon  ;  liberty  was  held 
out  to  all  to  think  and  speak  the  truth ;  men's 
brains  were  busy;  their  spirits  stirring ;  their 
hearts  full ;  and  their  hands  not  idle.  Their 
eyes  were  opened  to  expect  the  gp'eatest  things, 
and  their  ears  burned  with  curiosity  and  seal 
to  know  the  truth,  that  the  truth  might  make 
them  free.  The  deatli  blow  which  had  been 
struck  at  scarlet  vice  and  bloated  hypocrisy, 
loosened  tongues,  and  made  the  talismans  and 
bye  tokens  S  popish  sopentitioiiB  mth  whieh 
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■be  liad  begailad  hot  foUowen  uid  oommitted 
abomiDationa  with  the  people,  fall  harmlesfl 
from  their  necks/' 

The  translation  of  the  Bible  was  the  chief 
engine  in  the  great  work.  It  threw  open,  by 
a  secret  spring,  the  rich  treasures  of  religion 
and  morality,  which  had  then  been  locked  up 
as  in  a  shrine.  It  revealed  the  visions  of  the 
Prophets,  and  conveyed  the  lessons  of  inspired 
teachers  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.  It  gave 
them  a  common  interest  in  a  common  cause. 
Their  liearts  burnt  within  them  as  tliey  read. 
It  gave  a  mind  to  the  people,  by  giving  them 
common  subjects  of  thought  and  feeling.  It 
cemented  their  Union  of  character  and  senti- 
ment ;  it  created  endless  diversity  and  collision 
of  opinion.  They  found  objects  to  employ 
their  faculties,  and  a  motive  in  the  magnitude 
of  the  consequences  attached  to  them,  to  exert 
the  utmost  eagernens  in  the  purfiuit  of  truth, 
and  the  most  daring  intri^piaity  in  maintain- 
ing it.  Religious  controversy  sharpens  the 
understanding  by  the  subtlety  and  remoteness 
of  the  topics  it  discusses,  and  braces  the  will 
by  their  infinite  importance.  We  perceive  in 
the  history  of  this  period  a  nervous,  masculine 
intellect.  No  levity,  no  feebleness,  no  indiffer- 
ence ;  or,  if  there  were,  it  is  a  relaxation  from 
the  intense  activity  which  gives  a  tone  to  its 
general  character.  But  there  is  a  gravity  ap- 
proaching to  piety,  a  seriousness  of  impres- 
sion, a  conscientious  severity  of  argument,  an 
habitual  fervor  of  cnthusiiiHui  in  their  method 
of  handling  almost  every  subject.  The  de- 
bates of  the  schoolmen  were  sharp  and  sui)tle 
enough:  but  they  wanted  interest  and  griuul- 
eur,  and  were  besides  confined  to  u  lew.  They 
did  not  affect  the  general  mass  ot*  the  com- 
munity. But  the  Bible  wus  tin-own  open  to 
mil  ranks  and  conditions  **  to  own  and  read," 
with  its  wonderful  table  of  contents,  from 
Genesis  to  the  Revelations.  Everv  vilJsijre  in 
England  would  prcHcnt  the  scene  so  well  des- 
cribed in  Burns's  "Colter's  Suturdav  Nidit." 
Kow unlike  thisa«j;itation,  this  shock,  this  an^ry 
sea,  this  fermentation,  this^shout  and  its  echoes, 
this  impulse  and  a<.'tivity,  this  concussion,  this 
general  effect,  this  blow,  this  earthquake,  this 
roar  and  dashing,  this  hunger  and  louder  strain, 
this  public  opinion,  tliis  liberty  to  all  to  think 
and  speak  the  truth,  this  stirring;  of  spirits, 
this  opening  of  eyes,  this  zeal  to  know — not 
nothing — but  the  truth,  that  the  truth  might 
make  tncm  free.  How  unlike  to  this  i«»  Know- 
Nothingism,  sitting  and  bnKKlinj^  in  secret  to 
pro8cril)e  Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens! 
Prot<?stantism  proteste<l  against  secrecy,  it 
protested  against  .minuting  out  the  lijcht  f 
truth,  it  protested  ajj^ainst  pros(Tii»tion,  l>igotry, 
and  intolerance.  It  l.ioscned  all  tongues,  ond 
fought  the  owls  and  bat*;  of  night  with  the 
light  of  meridian  day.  The  argument  of 
Know-Xothings  is  the  argument  of  silence. 
The  order  ignores  all  kni»wledge.  And  \x^  pni- 
scription  can't  arrest  itself  witliin  the  limit  of 
excluding  Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens. 
It  must  pmscribe  native-«  and  Protestants 
both,  who  will  not  consent  fu  unite  in  pro- 
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Nor  18  thftt  all ;  it  nnui  not  onl  j^  Hf^l  ^ 
birth  and  rdigion,  it  moat  neoeaaaiily  eiieid 
itself  to  the  bwnesa  of  life  aa  well  aa  to  poli- 
tical prefermenta.  The  inatancea  have  ahea^ 
occurred.  SchoolmiatreBsea  bare  been  dit- 
miflsed  from  sohoob  in  Philadelphia*  and  en^ 
penters  from  a  building  in  Ginoiimaiti. 

4th.  It  18  not  only  oppoeed  to  the  R^ 
formation  and  Pftytestantiam,  but  it  ia  opposed 
to  the  faith,  hope,  and  charity  of  the  goneL 
Never  was  any  trinmph  more  complete  toiB 
that  of  the  open  conflict  of  Proteatanta  ngaiail 
the  Pope  ana  priestcraft.  They  did  not  oppose 
proscription  because  it  waa  a  policy  of  Craih 
tics ;  but  they  opposed  Catholicfi  becanae  tfaiy 
employed  proscription.  Plroscription,  not  (» 
thoiics,  was  the  odiom  to  them.  Here,  new, 
is  Know-Notliingism  combating  proscnpliBB 
and  exdufliveness  with  proscriptum  and  si- 
clusiveness,  secreoy  with  secrecVt  Jesoitim 
with  Jesuitism.  !A>leration,  by  American  ex- 
ample, had  begun  its  march  throughout  dv 
earth.  It  trusted  in  the  power  of  truth,  had 
faith  in  Christian  love  ana  charity,  and  in  the 
certainty  that  Grod  would  decide  the  eontsst 
Here,  n(»w,  is  an  order  proposing  to  destm 
the  effect  of  our  moral  example.  The  Pops 
himself  would  soon  be  obliged,  by  our  monl 
suasion,  tq  ^ield  to  Protestanta  in  GathcAic 
countries  their  privileges  of  worship  and  ritfs 
of  burial.  But,  no,  the  proposition  now  is,  **  to 
fight  the  devil  with  fire,"  and  to  pro««ribe  and 
exclude  because  they  proscribe  and  exclude. 
And  they  take  up  the  weapons  of  Popen 
without  knowing  now  to  wield  them  half  si> 
cunningly  as  the  Catholics  do.  The  Popish 
priests  are  rejoiced  to  see  them  giving  e(nu> 
tenance  to  their  example,  and  expect  tii  make 
capital  and  will  make  capital  out  of  thisstc]* 
backwards  from  the  progress  of  the  Reforma- 
tion. Protestantism  has  Tost  nothing;  bv  tolrra- 
tion,  but  may  lose  much  by  proscription. 

5th.  It  is  against  the  peace  and  puritv  cf 
the  Pn)testant  churches  and  in  aid  uf  priest- 
craft within  their  folds,  to  secretly  organize 
orders  for  religious  combined  with  ]K>litic&I 
ondn.  The  world — I  mean  the  sinner's  world 
— will  be  set  at  war  with  the  -Meets  who  unite 
in  this  crusade  against  tolerance  and  frrtNiom 
of  conscience  and  of  speech.  Christ's  king- 
dom is  not  of  this  worla,  and  freemen  will  nui 
submit  to  have  the  Protestant  any  more  ti:au 
the  Catholic  churches  attempt  to  intluenee  p<ti- 
tical  elections,  without  a  struggle  from  with- 
out. And  the  churches  from  within  uiuM 
reach  a  point  when  they  must  struggle  amo«<* 
;  thcmpelves  and  with  each  othor.  Ponce  \^  th*' 
I  fruit  of  righteousness,  and  ri};hro<ni*<ne(is  aotl 
j  peace  must  flee  away  t<»gether  from  a  tientr 
I  worldly  war  for  secular  p<iwor.  And  ths 
j  churches  must  he  corrupted,  too.  ns  e\il  ])ay- 
:  sions,  hatred,  and  jeahmny.  and  »;n)iition.  and 
I  envy,  and  revenge,  and  «trife  arl>f.  and  temp- 
tations steal  awav  the  hearts  of  votaries  fr.^n 
the  hum1)lc  service  of  tlie  '^nieek  and  hnrly 
Je^us.''  Pn>testant  priestcraft  is  irouiiin  ger- 
main  to  Catholic ;  and  where  is  tliis  toonil  but 
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in  giTing  to  our  Pkotdstint  priests  tli6  wont 
of  them,  I  mean— saeh  as  will  **  put  on  the 
livery  of  heaven  to  serre  the  deril  m" — a  oon* 
trol  of  political  power,  and  thus  to  bring  about 
the  worst  union  which  could  be  devised,  of 
churoh  and  state !  The  stato  will  prostituto 
and  corrupt  any  church,  and  any  churoh  will 
enslave  any  stato.  Corrupt  our  Protestant 
priests  OS  the  Catholics  have  been,  with  tem- 
poral and  political  power,  and  they  will  be  of 
the  same  '*  old  leaven"— 4he  same  old  beast — 
the  same  old  oz  eoing  about  with  straw  in  his 
mouth!  And  where  will  the  war  of  sects 
end  7  AVhen  the  Protestant  priests  have  gotten 
the  power,  which  of  their  sects  is  to  provail  ? 
The  Catholics  proscribed,  which  denomination 
next  is  to  fall?  The  Episcopal  church,  my 
mother  church,  is  denounced  by  some  as  the 
bastard  daughter  of  the  whore  of  Rome.  Is 
she  next  to  be  put  upon  the  list  of  proscrip- 
tion? And  when  she  is  excluded,  how  are 
the  PredeRtinarians  and  Arminians  to  agree 
among  themselves  ?  Which  is  to  put  up  the 
Governor  for  Vir^nia  or  the  President  for  the 
United  States  ?  Which  is  to  have  the  offices, 
and  how  is  division  to  be  made  of  the  spoils  ? 
Sir,  this  secret  association,  founded  on  pro- 
scription and  intolerance,  must  end  in  nothing 
short  of  corruption  and  persecution  of  all 
sects,  and  in  a  civil  war  against  the  domina- 
tion of  priestcraft,  Protestant  or  Catholic. 
Indeed,  it  is  so,  alrcMidv,  that  a  real  reason  for 
this  secrecy  is  that  the  priests,  who  have  a 
zeal  without  knowlod^  against  the  Pope,  are 
unwilling  to  be  seen  m  their  union  with  this 
dark-lantern  movement  I  Woe,  woe,  woe  1  to 
the  hypocrite  who  leaves  the  work  of  his 
Master,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Great  High 
Priest  after  the  order  of  Melchisedeck,  for  a 
woridly  work  like  this  I 

6th.  It  is  against  free  civil  government,  by 
instituting  a  secret  oligarchy,  beyond  the 
reach  of  popular  and  public  scrutiny,  and 
supported  by  blind  instruments  of  tyranny, 
bound  by  test  oaths.  If  the  oaths  and  pro- 
ceedings of  induction  Of  members  publisned 
be  true,  they  bind  the  noviciates  from  the 
start  to  a  passive  obedience  but  to  one  law,  the 
order  of  intolerance  and  proscription.  Men 
are  led  to  them  by  a  burning  curiosity  to 
know  that  they  are  to  Know  Nothing  1  The 
novelty  of  admission  beguiles  them  into  ad- 
herence. They  assemble  to  teke  oaths  and 
promise  to  obey.  To  obey  whom?  Do  the 
masses,  will  the  masses,  is  it  intended  that 
the  masses  of  their  members  shall  know 
whom?  Where  is  the  central  seat  of  the 
Veiled  Prophet?  In  New  York?  New  Eng- 
land? or  Old  England?  Who  knows  that 
Know-Nothingism  is  not  influenced  by  a 
cabal  abroad — bv  a  foreign  influence?  Whence 
passes  the  sign  7 — Of  course  from  a  common 
centre  somewhere.  Is  that  centre  in  Virginia, 
for  the  orders  here?  If  not,  is  it  not  alarm- 
ing that  our  people  in  this  state  are  to  be 
•(werved  by  a  sign  from  somewhere,  anywhere 
else,  to  go  for  this  or  that  side  of  a  cause,  for 
thia  or  that  candidale  tor  ekolioii?    Thoee 


oidOTs  must  have  degrees;  the  decrees  an 
higher  and  lower,  of  course,  and  the  higher 
must  prescribe  the  rule  to  govern.  Each  de- 
gree must  have  its  higher  officers,  and  all  the 
orders  must  be  subject  to  some  one.  Now, 
how  many  persons  constitute  the  select  few 
of  the  highest  functionaries,  nobody  knovrs. 
Nobody  knows  who  they  are,  where  they  are, 
or  how  many  of  them  there  are.  They  exist 
somewhere  in  the  dark.  Their  blows  can't  be 
guarded  against,  for  they  strike,  not  like  free- 
men bold,  bravely  for  rights,  but  unseen,  and 
to  make  conquest  of  rights.  Their  adherents 
are  sworn  to  secrecy  and  to  obey.  They 
magnify  their  numbers  and  influence  by  the 
very  myfltery  of  their  organisation,  and  the 
timid  and  time-serving  fly  to  them  for  fear  of 
proscription  or  for  m)pe  of  reward.  They 
quietly  warn  friends  not  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  their  axe,  and  friends  begin  to  apprehend 
that  it  is  time  to  save  themselves  by  Knowing 
Nothing.  They  threaten  their  enemies,  and 
some  of  their  enemies  skulk  from  fear  of  of- 
fending them.  They  alarm  a  nation,  and  a 
nation,  with  its  political  and  church  parties, 
gives  them  at  once  consideration  and  respect 
as  a  power  to  be  dreaded  or  courted.  Tnus, 
in  a  night,  as  it  were,  has  an  oli^rchy  grown 
up  in  secret  to  control  our  liberties,  to  dictate 
to  parties,  to  guide  elections,  and  to  pass  laws. 
They  are  cstabiishing  prc8ses,  too,  but  we  can- 
not define  from  their  positions  a  ningle  princi- 
ple wnicl.  we  can  say  JKnow-Notninj^a  may  not 
disown  and  disavow.  The  Pn»phct  of  Khora»- 
san  never  gave  out  words  more  cabalistic- 
words  to  catch  by  sounds,  and  sounding  the 
very  opposite  of^^  what  they  really  mean 
When  tiiey  have  men's  fears,  curiosity,  hopes, 
the  people's  voices,  the  ballot  boxes,  the  press, 
at  their  command,  how  long  will  our  minds  be 
free,  or  persons  safe,  or  property  secure? 
'low  long  will  stend  the  pillars  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  pen,  when  liberty  of  con- 
science is  gone  and  birth  if  ^nade  to  "  make 
the  man  ?"  He  is  a  dastard,  indeed,  who  fears 
to  oppose  an  oligarchy  or  secret  cabal  like  this, 
and  loves  not  human  rights  well  enough  tc 
protect  them. 

7th.  It  is  opposed  to  our  progress  as  a  nation. 
No  new  acquisition  can  ever  be  made  by  pui^ 
chase  or  conquest,  if  foreigners  or  Catholict 
are  in  the  boundaries  of  the  acquired  countries; 
for,  surely  we  would  not  seek  to  take  jurisdic- 
tion over  them ;  to  make  them  slaves ;  to  raise 
up  a  distinct  class  of  persons  to  be  excluded 
from  the  privileges  of  a  republic.  If  not  for 
their  own  sakes,  for  the  ssixe  of  the  republic 
we  vrould  save  ourselves  from  this  example. 

As  early  as  1787,  we  established  a  great 
land  ordinance.  The  most  perfect  system  of 
eminent  domain,  of  proprietary  titles,  and  tf 
territorial  settlements,  which  the  world  had 
ever  beheld  to  bless  the  homeless  children  of 
It  had  the  very  housewarming  of  hoe- 


men. 


pitality  in  it.  It  wielded  the  logwood  axe, 
and  cleared  a  continent  of  foresto.  It  made 
an  exodus  in  the  old  world,  and  dotted  the 
new  with  log-cabins,  around  the  heartibs  of 
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which  the  tears  of  the  aged  and  the  oppressed 
were  wiped  away,  and  cherub  children  were 
bom  to  liberty,  and  Hang  its  songs,  and  have 
grown  up  in  its  strength  and  might  and 
m^esty.  It  brought  together  foreigners  of 
every  country  and  clime — immigrants  from 
Europe  of  every  language  and  religion,  and 
its  most  wonderful  effect  has  been  to  assimi- 
late all  races.  Irish  and  German,  English 
and  French,  Scotch  and  Spaniard,  have  met 
on  the  western  prairies,  in  the  western  woods, 
and  have  peopled  villages  and  towns  and 
cities — queen  cities,  rivalling  the  marts  of 
eastern  c/)mmcrce;  and  the  Teutonic  and 
Celtic  and  Anglo-Saxon  races  have  in  a  day 
mingled  into  one  undistinguishable  mass — 
and  that  one  is  American!" — American  in 
every  sense  and  in  every  feeling,  in  every  in- 
stinct and  in  every  impulse  of  American  pa- 
triotism. The  raw  German's  ambition  is  first 
to  acquire  land  enough  upon  which  to  send 
word  Dack  to  the  Baron  he  left  behind  him, 
tliat  he  docs  not  envy  him  his  principality ! 

The  Irishman  no  loncer  hurra's  for  "mj 
Lord"  or  "  my  Lady,"  but  exclaims  in  his 
lieart  of  hearts  that  "  this  is  a  free  country." 
The  children  of  all  are  crossed  in  blood,  in  the 
first  generation,  so  that  ethnology  can't  tell  of 
what  parentage  they  are — ^they  all  become 
brother  and  Rister  Jonathans— Jonathans  to 
sow  and  plant  grain — Jonathans  to  raise  and 
drive  stock — Jonathans  to  organize  townships 
and  counties  and  states  of  free  election — 
Jonathans  to  establish  schools  and  colleges 
and  rear  orators,  sagos,  and  statesmen  for  the 
Senate — Jonathans  to  take  a  true  heart  aim 
with  the  rifle  at  any  foe  who  dares  invade  a 
common  country — fJonathans  to  carry  con- 
quest of  liberty  to  other  lands,  until  the  whole 
earth  phall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  Ameri- 
canism !  As  in  the  colonies,  as  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  in  the  hist  war,  so  have  foreigners  and 
immigrants  of  every  religion  and  tongue,  con- 
tributed to  build  up  tlie  temple  of  American 
law  and  liberty,  until  its  spire  reaches  t«) 
lioaven,  whilst  its  shadow  rests  on  earth ! ! 
If  there  has  been  a  turnpike  road  to  be  beaten 
out  of  the  rocky  metal,  or  a  canal  to  be  dug, 
foreigners  and  immigrants  have  been  armcnl 
with  the  mattock  and  the  spade;  and,  if  a 
battle  on  sea  or  land  had  to  be  fought, 
foreigners  and  immigrants  have  been  armcil 
with  the  musket  and  the  blade.  So  have 
foreigners  and  immigrants  proved  that?  their 
inftuence  hns  not  impaired  the  genius,  or  the 
grace,  or  gladness,  or  gl(»ry  of  American  in- 
Htitutions.  At  no  time  have  they  warred  upon 
our  religion  in  the  west,  and  tney  have  been 
at  peace  am^g  themselves.  The  Pope  has 
lost  mom,*fmn  he  has  gained  of  proselytes  by 
the  Gaelics  coming  here.  No  nroscriptitm 
but  9nc  has  ever  disturbed  the  religious  tole- 
raxyfe  of  the  west^  and  that  one  was  to  drive 
ohC  the  religion  of  an  impostor  which  struck 
at  everv  social  relation  surrounding  it.  If 
Know-lJothingfl  may  tolerate  Mormons,  I  can't 
see  why  they  leave  them  to  their  religious 
liberty  and  select  the  very  mother  church  of 


Protestantism  liRelf  for  peraoenUon  wad  pn* 
scription.  But  the  west,  I  repeal^  made  «p 
of  foreigners  and  immigrants  oferery  Rtigjkn 
and  tongue,  the  west  is  as  purely  patrioCk^  M 
truly  American,  as  genuinely  Jonathan,  ai 
any  people  who  can  claim  our  nslionati^. 
Now,  is  not  here  proof  in  war  and  in  peaes 
that  the  apprehension  of  foreign  influence, 
brought  here  by  immigrants,  is  not  only 
groundless  but  contradicted  by  the  facts  of  oar 
settlements  and  developments  T  Did  a  natioB 
ever  so  grow  as  we  nave  done  under  land 
ordinances  and  our  laws  of  natnraliiatioH  f 
They  have  not  made  aristocracies,  but  sove- 
reigns and  sovereignties  of  the  people  of  the 
west  Thej  have  strengthened  the  stakes  of 
our  dominion  and  multiplied  the  sons  sad 
daughters  of  America  so  that  now  she  csa 
muster  an  army,  and  maintain  it,  too,  ovt- 
numbering  the  strength  of  anv  invaden,  sad 
making  "  a  host  of  freedom  which  is  the  hort 
of  God  1" 

Now,  shall  all  this  policy  and  its  proud  sad 
happv  fruits  be  cast  aside  for  a  contracted  and 
selfish  scheme  of  intolerance  and  ezelusica? 
Shall  the  unnumbered  sections  of  our  pnhho 
lands  1)0  fenced  in  aeainst  immigrants  T  Shall 
hospitality  be  denied  to  foreign  settlers  t  &baSl 
no  asylum  be  left  open  to  the  poor  and  thf 
oppressed  of  Europe?  Shall  the  clearing  of 
our  lands  oe  stopped  ?  Shall  populatiun  It 
arrested?  Shall  progress  be  made  to  stand 
still?  Are  we  surfeited  with  prosperitT  ?  Shall 
no  more  territory  be  acquired?  Stiall  bermuda 
be  left  a  mare  clausum  of  the  Qulf  of  Mexict', 
and  Jamaica,  a  kev  of  South  Anieric:in  eno- 
quest  and  acquisition,  in  the  hands  of  Kn^i^- 
land ;  Cuba,  a  depot  of  dominiition  over  tlie 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  just  strong  enough  to  keep  it  from  iii 
for  some  strong  maritime  power  tu  ticii^. 
whenever  they  will  conquer  or  furco  a  pn^ 
chase;  Central  America,  in  the  gateway  of 
ci:>mmerce  between  our  Atlantic  and  Pafific 
possessions — ^lest  foreigners  be  let  in  amcDj^ 
us,  and  Catholics  come  to  participate  in  our 

{privileges  ?  Verily,  this  is  a  strange  way  to 
lelp  jimerican  institutions  and  to  pminot« 
American  progress.  No,  we  have  institutioc- 
which  can  embrace  a  world,  all  mankind  wiiL 
all  their  opinions,  prejudices,  and  passions 
however  diverse  and  clashing,  provide-i  v>\: 
adhere  to  the  law  of  Cliristian  charity  and  ■' 
free  toleration.  But  the  moment  wedispeivtr 
with  these  laws,  the  pride,  and  progress:,  ai  1 
glory,  and  good  of  American  institutions  w::l 
cease  for  ever,  and  the  memory  of  them  wiii 
but  goad  the  afftK'tions  (»f  their  mourner*!. 
Selfishness,  utter  selfishness  alune,  can  enjov 
these  American  blessings,  without  dOHirUii; 
that  all  mankind  shall  participnto  in  thi*.r 
glorious  privileges.  Nothing,  nothing  i«  H) 
dangerous  to  them,  nothing  can  dci^troy  thoui 
so  soon  and  so  oertainlv,  as  secret  Bt»cicti«-<. 
formed  for  political  an(f  rolieiuus  end.4  com- 
bined, founded  on  proscription  and  intole- 
rance, without  necessity,  a^inst  law,  against 
tlie  spirit  of  the  Christian  Refonaataon,  agaiahi 
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the  whole  soope  of  ProtesUntifm,  agaiiuit  the  | 
faith,  hoi>o,  and  oharitj  of  the  Bible,  against 
the  peacti  and  purity  of  the  churches ;  against 
free  government  by  leading  to  oligarchy  and  a 
union  of  church  and  state ;  against  human  pro- 
cess, agiiinst  national  acquisitions,  against 
American  hospitality  and  comity,  gainst 
American  maxims  of  expatriation,  anu  alle- 
giance and  protection,  against  American  set- 
tlement 8  ana  land  ordinances,  against  Ameri- 
canism in  every  sense  and  shape  I 

Lastly.  What  are  the  evils  complained  of, 
to  make  a  pretext  for  these  innovations  aeainst 
American  policy,  as  heretofore  practised  with 
so  much  puccess  and  such  exceeding  triumph  ? 

1st  The  first  cause,  most  prominent,  is  that 
the  native  and  Protestant  feeling  has  been 
exasperated  by  the  course  pursued  by  both 
political  parties,  in  the  last  several  Presiden- 
tial campaigns ;  they  have  cajoled  and  "  ho- 
ney-fugled'' with  both  Cathofios  and  foreign- 
ers by  birth,  naturalized  and  unnaturalixed, 
ad  nauseam. 

Foreigners  and  Catholics  were  not  so  much 
to  blame  for  that  as  both  parties.  And  take 
these  election  toys  from  them,  and  does  any 
one  suppose  that  they  would  not  resort  to 
8ome  other  humbug?  Is  not  another  hobby 
DOW  arising  to  put  down  both  of  these  pets  of 
party  ?  Is  not  the  donkey  of  Know-Nothing- 
ism  now  kicking  its  heels  at  the*  lap-dogs  of 
the  "  rich  Irish  brogue"  and  the  "  sweet  Ger- 
man accent,"  for  the  fondlings  and  pettings 
of  political  parties? 

2d.  Both  parties  have  violated  the  election 
laws  and  laws  of  naturalization,  in  rushing 
green  emigrants,  just  from  on  ship-board,  up 
to  the  polls  to  vote. 

This,  a^in,  is  the  fault  of  both  parties. 
And  this  is  confined  chiefly,  if  not  entirely, 
to  the  cities.  It  don't  reach  to  the  ballot 
boxes  of  the  oouniary  at  laree,  and  is  not  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  of  our  political  influence. 
In  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Cin- 
cinnati, and  New  Orleans,  the  abuse,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  don't  number,  in  fact,  500  votes. 
It  is  nothing  everywhere  else,  in  a  country  of 
universal  suffrage  and  of  twenty  millions  of 
free  people.  And  would  perjury  and  fraud 
in  elections  be  arrested  by  the  attempt  to  ex- 
elude  Catholics  and  foreigners  by  birth  from 
office? — or,  by  extending  the  limitation  of 
time  for  naturalization  ?--or  hj  repealing  the 
naturalization  laws  ?  Either  of  these  remedies 
for  the  error  would  multiply  the  penuries  and 
the  frauds  and  the  foreign  votes.  '  Then  there 
would  be  a  pretext  for  obtaining  by  fraud  and 
force  what  was  denied  under  law.  By  making 
naturalization  rather  to  follow  immediately 
upon  the  oath  of  allowance,  and  that  to  de- 
pend on  the  will  and  the  good  character  of 
the  applicant,  fraud  and  perjury  would  rather 
be  stripped  of  their  pretexts.  The  foreigners 
would  be  at  once  exalted  in  their  self-respect 
ftnd  dignity  of  deportment,  right  would  enable 
them  to  exercise  tne  elective  franchise  in  peace, 
And  the  oountry  would  eeoape  tbe  demoraliza- 
Uon  resulting  iram  a  violfttioo  of  the  laws,  and 
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from  the  means  employed  to  set  at  nought 
their  force  and  effect. 

3d.  Foreigners  have  abused  the  protection 
of  the  United  States  abroad. 

If  they  have,  it  was  a  violation  of  law. 
They  cannot  well  do  it,  without  the  want  of 
care  and  vigilance  in  our  consular  and  diplo- 
matic functionaries  abroad.  Citizens  at  home 
abuse  our  protection,  and  they  are  not  always 
punished  for  their  crimes. 

4th.  Catholics,  it  is  urged,  have  been  com- 
bined and  obeyed  the  signs  of  their  bishops 
and  priests  in  elections,  and  have  been  influ- 
enced in  their  votes  to  a  j^at  extent  by  reli- 
gious and  exclusive  considerations. 

If  they  have,  that  is  one  of  the  beet  reasons 
why  Protestants  should  not  follow  their  ox- 
ample.  It  is  evil,  and  the  less  there  is  of  it 
the  better  for  all.  Let  bigotry  and  proscrip- 
tion belong  to  any  sect  raUier  than  to  Protest- 
ants. When  they  follow  alleged  Catholic  ex- 
amples, which  they  arraign  as  dangerous  and 
mischievous,  then  they  themselves  oecome  as 
Catholics,  according  to  their  own  opinions, 
dangerous  and  miscnievous. 

5th.  Catholics  and  Catholic  governments,  it  is 
urged,  have  always  excluded  Protestants  from 
ren^ous  and  social  privileges  in  their  coun- 
tries. 

And  how  much  have  we  gained  upon  them 
by  following  the  opposite  policy?  By  toler- 
ance we  have  grown  so  great  as  now  to  make 
them  feel  the  necessity  to  respect  our  title  to 
comity  and  right  to  a  separate  enjoyment  of 
the  privileges  of  Protestants.  Our  govern- 
ment is  interposing  in  that  behalf,  and  I  fear 
it  will  not  be  assisted  any  in  its  negotiations 
by  the  attempt  here  to  proscribe  Catholics  an<l 
strangers  by  birth. 

6th.  It  is  complained  that  in  some  instances, 
in  New  York  particularly,  the  Catholics  have 
been  arrogant,  exclusive,  and  anti-republican 
in  their  attempts  to  control  the  public  schools, 
and  to  exclude  from  them  the  free  and  open 
study  of  the  word  of  God. 

How  can  this  bigotry  be  subdued  by  bigotr}*, 
which  retires  itself  in  secrecy  and  proscribes 
all  who  don't  proscribe  Catholics?  There  is 
no  homoeopathy  in  moral  disease.  Proscrip- 
tion and  bigotry  and  secrecy  must  not  be  pre- 
srribed  for  the  maladies  of  proscription, 
bigotry,  and  hiding  of  the  woral  The  dis- 
cuses would  then  be  epidemics  among  Pro- 
testants, Catholics,  and  all.  The  open  and 
hivrful  and  liberal  means  for  either  preven- 
tion or  correction  of  this  evil  are  simple  and 
efficacious  if  righteously  applied. 

7th  Tt  is  urged  that  Catnolics  reco^ise  the 
supremacy  of  tlie  Pope  and  submission  to 
priestcraft,  which  might,  under  circumstances, 
DC  destructive  of  our  free  government. 

Suppose  that  to  be  so,  there  are  vrorse  sects 
among  us,  whom  Know-Nothings  pretend  not 
to  assail.  There  are  the  Mormon  pol]^^ 
mists ;  there  are  the  necromancers  of  Spintp 
ual  Rappings ;  and  jthere  is  a  sect  whion  as- 
pires not  omv  to  destroT  free  ^vemment^  but 
the  great  i^obe  and  all  that  it  inhabit— the 
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millennial  Milleritos.  And,  it  is  about  as 
likely  that  Millerites  will  set  the  world  on  fire 
in  one  day,  as  that  Popery  will  ever  be  able 
to  break  up  or  bow  down  this  republio.  The 
prophecies  must  all  fail,  and  Cnrist's  domi- 
nion upon  earth  must  cease,  and  printing 
presses  and  telegraphs  and  steam  must  be 
tost  to  the  arts,  and  revolutions  must  go  back- 
wards, and  the  sky  must  fall  and  catch  Know- 
Nothines,  before  the  times  of  Revelations  are 
out,  and  the  Pope  catches  **  Uncle  Sam." 

No,  no,  no— there  is  not  a  reason  in  all 
theso  complaints,  which  is  not  satisfied  by  our 
laws  as  tney  exist,  and  not  an  error,  which 
may  not  be  corrected  by  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  lawful  authority  at  our  command, 
without  resorting  to  the  extraordinary,  extror 
judicial,  revolutionary,  and  anti-American 
plan  of  a  secret  society  of  intolerance  and 
proscription. 

I  belong  to  a  secret  society,  but  for  no  poli- 
tical purpose.  I  am  a  native  Virginian  tntus 
et  in  catty  a  Virginian ;  my  ancestors  on  both 
sides  for  two  hundred  years  were  citizens  of 
this  country  and  this  state — ^half  English, 
half  Scotch.  I  am  a  Protestant  by  birth,  by 
baptism,  by  intellectual  belief  and  by  educa- 
tion and  by  adoption.  I  am  an  American,  in 
every  fibre  and  in  every  feeling  an  American ; 
yet  m  every  character,  in  every  relation,  in 
every  sense,  with  all  my  head,  and  all  my 
heart,  and  all  my  might,  I  protest  a^inst 
this  secret  organization  of  native  Americans, 
and  of  Protestants,  to  proscribe  Roman  Catho- 
lic and  naturalized  citizens  I 

Now,  will  they  proscribe  mo  f 

That  question  weighs  not  a  feather  with 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 


Witte,  Wm.  H^  of  Fa. 

Anti-Secre't-Political-Association   Reso- 
lutions OF. 

Tiis  astonishing  increase  about  the  meeting 
of  the  second  session  of  the  33d  Congress  of 
the  then  new  political  party  commonly  called 
Know-Nothings,  had  involved  in  the  changes 
it  produced  that  of  the  politics  of  no  small 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Many 
representatives  who  had  been  elected  under 
.the  auspices  of  the  old  parties  had  joined  the 
new  order,  others  sympathized  with  it,  whilst 
others,  fearing  its  apparent  gigantic  pr()i>or- 
tions,  were  afraid  to  show  their  hands  against 
it.  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Witte,  a  Democratic  repre- 
sentative from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  bringing  the  House  to  an 
expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  new  order, 
through  the  modium  of  resolutions  in  opposi- 
tion to  it.  lie  was  aware  that  it  would  bo 
impossible  to  bring  tho  I*  niy  to  a  direct  vote, 
■•0  he  proposed  to  make  tho  vote  on  the  sus- 
•ponsion  of  the  rules  for  the  introduction  of  the 
ii.>oiutioii8  the  test.    The  following  are  the 


resolutions  were  reported, 


proceedings  which  took  plaoe  in  the  Heoie 
on  the  6th  of  February,  1855,  which  fvlly  ex- 
plain themselves : — 

SICRIT  POLITICAL  ASSOCLATIOW. 

Mr.  Witte.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Uouse  to  enable  me  to 
introduce  a  preamble  and  three  short  resolu- 
tions. 

rCries  of  "  Read  them  I"] 

The  preamble  and  resolutK 
as  follows : — 

Whemis  dlacniriwn  !mT«  bMn  Indidfftd  In  XUm  Baan 
In  C(immittai*  of  the  Whtile  which,  wfth  other  ef renmalaiietii, 
litMl  to  the  couTietkra  thut  there  cziatt  Id  thfi  eoliBtey  M 
fxtenfrtre  wcret  OAth-boand  political  — lOflaiton.  whM 
wnnR  Intended  to  hiterfrre  with  the  purity  of  elevdim,  sM 
the  lef^inlation  of  the  oonntry,  naol  an  aaMWletloa  haa 
ezHted  the  feara,  and  Indneed  the  adlemn  wamhig  ef 
WMhlnff ton  In  hiii  Farewell  Addraaa :  Theialbia 

RefoWed,  That  In  the  o^nion  of  thla  Iloim.  the  eilaKnw 
of  Mcrvt  ofttb-biiiind  political  anmetatlona,  having  In  view 
an  interfrrmre  with  the  laoctity  of  the  ballot-box  aod  the 
direction  of  the  ennne  of  national  or  municliMil  le^eiafioa. 
is  ineonslfltent  with,  and  dAnseroue  to,  the  Inatltatioiif  f4 
republleaniain  and  directly  hoatlle  to  the  genlaia  of  ihSi 
gOTernmwnt 

Kesulved,  That  erery  attempt  to  proarribe  any  riaM  (4 
citlxenti  un  account  of  tui>lr  nllgiotui  oplniona,  nr  to  Ikvoror 
injurp  any  relijdoua  denomination  by  natlotial  legMatiw. 
is  lu  direct  Tloiatlon  of  the  npirit  of  the  Oooftltatkm  of  thr 
UnlUsU  Statpe. 

llcwilTed,  That  while  a  earefiil  and  atrict  aidiBinl«tral1«n 
of  the  natamliiation  lawn  ie  a  Memn  doty,  yet  erery  l1lle^ 
fisrenoe  with  tlie  guarantied  ritphbi  of  natuntliaed  cftlamL 
Ifl  luconsiBteiit  with  the  pllKhtpd  ftlth  of  tho  natlOB,  and 
mutft  diinlniiih  Ita  growth  and  proiiperity. 

Mr.  Mace.    I  object. 

Mr.  Witte.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  intri> 
duce  these  ret^olutions,  and  on  tliat  motion  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nn3's. 

The  voas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Witte.  I  wish  that  the  vote  by  which 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  may  T^c  adopteil 
or  rejected,  may  be  regarded  as  a  test  vote  cm 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Florence  and  other  members.  Oh  I 
every  one  understands  that. 

Mr.  AVentworth  of  III.  I  wish  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Chair.  Will  it  now  be  in 
order  to  have  a  call  of  the  House  ?  I  think 
all  the  members  ought  to  be  present  when 
this  vote  is  taken.  I  therefore  move  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House. 

rCries  "  Oh  I  no."    "  We  are  all  here."] 

Mr.  Wentworth.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  ani 
nays  on  my  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Hoa«e. 
That  will  show  the  opinions  of  members  on  tlie 
matter. 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Va.  Nol)ody  can  make  le«ts 
for  the  members  of  tho  House.  This  i?  m* 
proper  matter  of  legislation,  and  I  nhall  vtite 
against  tlie  suspension  of  tho  rules. 

The  vcas  and  nays  were  not  ordercl. 

Mr.  AVENTWORtn  demanded  tellers  on  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  the  demand. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Tcnn.  I  wish  to  ask  if  it  i« 
in  order  now  to  move  to  suspond  the  nili's  fur 
the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Ctnnmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union? 

The  Speaker.  Not  while  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Witte]  is 
pending. 


Wim,  WItUAH  H.  Vft 


Hr.  KiiTt.    ffnfeH  Ih*  MntlemHi  bom 

-   iirow.. 


Ohio  be  ftUowod  to  vote  1  wiirobJMt. 

Mr.  Lbwh.  Then  I  will  m;  that  if  I  were 
permitted  to  give  my  vote,  I  should  hare  voted 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cvtuni.  If  I  lud  been  within  the  bw 
when  mjuune  was  called,  I  ehould  have  voted 


Mr.  Joxis  of  Tenn.    I  tm  eaUtSed  t 

there  will  be  no  good,  but  lome  hum  done  ( 
here  to-da;  ;  and  I  therefore  move  that  thi« 

House  do  now  ac|joDm.  | 

The  question  wti  taken  {  and  the  motion  1 
WOK  not  agreed  to. 

The  quesiioD  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Witte  i 
VEds  then  taken  ;  and  it  wat  decided  in  tlie  •  in  the  n^ative. 

negBtiTO — jeae  103,  navi  78,  aa  follows: —  — 

Y.-- »_,  j™,  c.  .,!.»  «»  i»..,  ^p^-,..,  ,  "'•  '-I'™-  »r  Tv  ""^  <*  "f  '"^ 

Aihf,  Darkd  J.  BiUcj,  iiirkmii]'.  Barr}.  BrirhiT.  liuBtnu,  1855,  made  the  follovnng  espIanaDon  of  m 

o^^^^u,^l^a!l.^.'cS^Z-":°SlX:  rewoo"  'biol'  governed  hU  vote  and  that  of 

S??*f  ?■'!!■  5f.T'S°';S™'&_^..'"'S?;'  ^*?»"^  other  Democrats  in  the  Bouse  npon  it  :— 

ralltr.  fiuiniiaa,  Ona,  OiManod,  HunnuiD.  HuUiei^  I  ask,  sir,  then,  with  what  propne^  could 

HniHAM.ii*an,mi»mit.BifMcr,jriU,  iiui..rjog««li.  I  have  uded,  by  my  vote,  the  introduction  be- 

Kriit,Kid«u.itort«.ljiii.b,L«rtir,lilly,  liod.lv.  M.^  fore  this  HouMi.  of  reeoktiODB  auch  ae  those 

■louM.  MeDousiU.  HcUalUn,  HeNalr,  McQiuxn,  Muwiil.  submitted  by  the  iKntleman  from  Pennsvlva- 

M*Y,  SmlUiMUlM,  »loirtoni,SlelKitfc»iohU,OWfcOrT,Ji,lia  ■      whiph    howfiVPr  Roiiod  thnv  mnv  lit  in 

i>iAiu,i-h*ii>i.Bkbuii»n.RUiU^lisbUu,i(o<n,R>iinn.  "•*;  "iicn,  nowever  BouoQ  loey  may  oe  m 

JhuHll,  Srymnur,  ahxr.   ShcnKir,    Aknmu,  Slnglebtn.  their  political  teachings,  propose  QOleEiBlatiOn 

«"'uA*'a^"^  ?^Dj7ui's^t'°'^jJhl'Tn.i''l*'r"'^u  ''*i"*«"r  l>y  Congrena;  are  merely  decUralory 

Tan). o^lJm^\tt".ni,  'v»i^H'?iOi»lk"r,"iiiX^'H>i)h  of  individual  opinion,  and  would  onlj  lead  to 

w.m-n.  eiwh  B.  WuWuu^e.  wdI^  John  Vniwotih,  debate  and  a  useloM  consumption  of  Ijme  that 

'^N™-M™\'l£Ji'Th™*S:^^  should  be  devoted  to  the  urgent  wants  of  the 

annitt.amiim,Baffg,carpailer,l^iiiaen.ciaK,daBgiBiiiL.  country  1     1  ask,  more  especially,  with  what 

^'h.V*^!!:?'"-'^'^!"'*"'!?^''?}?!!'^!'^  propriety  could   I  record  my  assent   to  this 

Cio'iffnronv,  Uraw.  Jumi  Ihriun.  AnH-nij.  ikriao.  waale  of  time,  wbcD  that  branch  of  the  public 

»miH.lluu>ii>n. '/hk,  ifimi.DiDislT.Joii<»,j[irr,  JTinz.  service  which   has,  in   some   measure,  been 

Monitrai  Mrrcr.  /(iriir.  I'MkbuB.  ztiuHwini,  Phillip*.  IB,  at  this  tnotacnt,  most  grievouBlv  Buffering 

mS^J'Ti"  fur  wantof  thelegiBktion  ofthiBilouBef  Sir, 

^  r.  AaifcHiW  I  thought  it  better  to  submit  to  a  temponUT 

a.  Tiijiiw,  tuicr,  ThuiKon,  TriKj,  Wuir,  wbRtn-,  I'tiKi,  misconstructioi)  of  my  motives,  than  to  exhibit 

aiunftr~n.  g^j.ji  infidolitj  lo  the  trust  repoeed  in  me. 

Those  in  roman,  Democrats :  classification  The  views  which  inSuenced  my  vote  were, 

according  to  politics  when  elected.  I   believe,   participated   in   by   nearly   everj 

So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  chairman  of  an  important  committee  in  this 

the  rules  of  the  House  were  not  suspended.  House,  who  manifested,  bv  their  course,  the 

Pending  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  same  repugnance  that  I  did,  to  see  the  time 

Mr.  SoLLEBs  asked  to  have  the  resulutioOB  of  this  body  consumed  in  action  upon  mere 

attain  read.  abstract  resolutions,  when  the  necessBitios  of 

t Cries  of  "Object!"]  the  country  so  loudly  call  for  practical  mea- 

he  SpEAExa.    It  is  not  etrictlj  in  order  nireK  of  legislation.    J  may  here  refer  to  the 

while  the  vot<> 's  being  taken,  olyectiun, being  chairman   of   Ibe   Committee   of   Ways   and 

made  Means  [Mr.  Ilouaton],  to  the  churman  of  the 

Mr.  CoRWts.     Is  it  proposed  to  make  this  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  Ba^ly], 

test  vote  on  the  resolutions  T  to  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 

The  Spiakbr.     The  Chwr  knows  nothing  [Mr.  Stanton],  to  the  chairman  of  the  Conr- 

about  that.  mitlee  on  Public  Lands  [Mr.  Disney],  to  the 

Mr.  CoRwiN.     Do  my  brethren  around  here  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  [Mr. 

■uppoec  this  to  be  a  test  vote  J  Edgerton  j,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 

Several  members.    Ob  no.  on  Revolutionary  Claims  [Mr.  PeckhamJ,  to 

Mr.  CoRWiN.     If  BO,  I  vote  DO.  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 

Mr.  Cam PBBix.    I  was  called  out  of  my  seat  Canals  [Mr  Dunham^,  to  the  chairman  of  the 

OD  business,  and  was  not  within  the  bar  when  Committee  on   Printing  [Mr.   Murray],  and 

my  name  was  called.     I  ask  the   unanimous  perhaps  others  who  concurred  in   their  vote 

consent  uf  the  House  to  mj  voting.  with  me ;  but  of  those  gentlemen  named,  I 

Several  members.     I  otnect.  can  speak  with  confidence,  as  they  all  have 

Ttlr.  Lancastek.     I  would  inquire  from  the  seats  near  to  me,  and  my  opposition  to  the  sae- 

Chair  whether  Delegates  can  be  permitted  to  pension  of  the  rules  was  the  result  of  a  ooo- 

vote  on  resolutions  of  this  character  t  sultation    between    three   of   the  gentlemen 

The  Sfeakbr.     Delegates  are   not  enUUed  named  and  myself,  founded  upon  the  pressing 

to  vote.  condition  of  tne  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis.    I  was  not  within  the  bar  when  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  abuse  the  oonrlecy 

my  name  was  called,  bat  I  mppose  that  it  is  which  has  been  so  kindly  ertended  to  me  bj 

competent  for  me  to  uk  the  unanimous  con-  the  House,  by  indulging  in  onv  general  re- 

•ent  of  die  House  to  record  m;  vote.  marks  on  the  merits  of  the  rewlatioos  whkk 
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irere  aoai^t  to  be  intfodoAed  by  the  senile- 
man  firom  Pennsylvania.  But  I  tmst  1  mav 
be  allowed,  in  oonolufiion,  to  say  that,  although 
I  did  not,  and  will  not,  hereafter,  under  simi- 
lar oiroumstanoes,  vote  for  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  yet,  that  I  do  not  yield  to  that  gen- 
ileman  or  to  any  other  member  of  this  hodj 
in  my  firm  detorminatioh  to  maintain  the 
rights  of  oonscience,  and  the  inyiolability  of 
the  great  principles  of  religious  freedom.  I 
am  not^  neyer  have  been,  and  never  expect  to 


be,  a  member  of  any  oalli4KMaid  ■acwi  poKd- 
oal  association.  I  claim  ownmunSfwi  wim  bat 
one  political  organisation — and  that  is  the 
great  national  Democratic  party  of  this  eoon- 
try — a  party  that  has  shown  itself  after  the 
most  ample  experience,  broad  enoii^  to  cm- 
brace  all  the  vast  interests  of  liber^  and  hu- 
manity, and  strong  enou|^  to  uj^md  by  ili 
firai  and  conservative  fTup^  the  Constitiitioo 
of  my  country  and  the  Union  of  theao  statoa» 


APPENDIX. 


A4MliBi«n  «r  Kkiuu,  KB4er  Uw  Leeomv 
toB  Conttltnlto*. 

Th*  foDowlDi.  tiikm  from  th*  detatai  dnrlgj  tha  Bnt 
•Mkn  of  tk*  lUitT-Sfth  OoDgHH,  iiul  horn  potiliibid 


lata  tb*  Uului  oDdv  Ih*  Ldanptan 

Hon.  auMm  B.  Asudi  or  N*w  3»tty,  In  tbt  Iliniai  of 
B*pnMdt4tlm,  Much  aoth,  ISM. 

"  Bnt  (b*  total  Hr.  Gbaimu,  od  (ha  LeoomploD  oodMI- 
Mka  DD  Oh  «h  If  Juout,  wu  >  ]ii(t]  cfiu.  Tfaa  ]■>  of 
lb*  taniUclal  ItgUMun  utlMriiliiK  II  *u  l^al.  ThiL 
h^ikitai*  bwl  hUl  bowk  to  luks  it,  inl  it  wanld  h>i> 
bm  dtnllst  Is  III  dul;  to  Iha  ptoplt  of  Kuiu,  not  to 
b***  doM  ■&  It  ni  tlw  tKiJtorU  IwMiitaia  Tbtcb 
■DtborlHd  tbi  bnUlBK  «(  tb*  coDTntloo  tbu  ado^Ud  tbt 
LnrnptoB  iDHlltDtlcai  uilllnithB  iRrtlarl*]  l«lil»- 
tanwhkhuUuflHdttwntoDDtlwUliofJiiiiuvT.  Tli> 
tOBnaOoa  bM  no  |iM»r  lo  d^nlTa  tbtt  t<«U>lo»  at  Iba 
il^  af  giarini  Uvi  for  Iba  bnaflt  aad  pralaUaB  of  tba 


Iston,  hUu  H  Iba  nwdlu  to  tbt  ilchu  ud  Ubac» 
u  ptopl^  BHHt  tba  &w  ■Badtaf  U  Ukta  tb>  rtabt  to 
vbMlMr  tba  LaEUBpUHi  cootltnUoii  vu  Heapltblt  to 
la-d  or  not,  bafcrt  It  wu  aaat  to  OoBfrtK  ir  il  lud  do 
■Bcfc  aatboriH  to  pan  tbt  liw,  Ibn  tb*  annntlaD  OM 
■bm  tb>  liflaUtim,  tba  mj  pewtr  obkb  allsd  It  IdIo 
briaf.  Tb*li(frd*tunn«MlUlBtiMiHa,uidoalTaut* 
K*  ttiTltoilil  ponr  OB  Ibt  tdmbikin  of  Kbuu  u  ■  atiu 

M  tnll  iBd  BMBia  oe  tbt  17tb  diT  Df  Dtembtr,  whao  tb* 
law  VI*  tvBDtrd  prorldlDK  ^jt  tbt  *B6mltttoB  ol  tbt  aofutt 


a  olliBt  Iba 


rt,  In  tb*  HO«M  of 


"Wb^B  tbHW*tb*p*(vleofth*KonhlBHl^  1>T> 
■BlfH  of  Bud  fcmttij— ,  orcBBlilBf  lun  msBand  laaad** 
tbJM  BBd*r  tba  utborltj  afmaf^NM**  of  ibh  UbIob, 


OD^fcr  tba  ninni* 

._, UtDUoaioT  fhM  t«i 

(Or  tb*  nnjurtanl  usaoBCtltutloiwl  fmptm  et  dta 

tb*  Bfoiila  or  Iba  Biintb  of  tbair  ItfltlmBta  loUi ... 

Kltb  tba  BBdlafBlnd  otfaet  la  tI*w  at  ooBpdiBf  Ibo** 
wbo  bid  lOiM  sr  nl^  |ra  wHb  ■!■»  pnpar^,  nadir  lb* 
proMittoo  tod  tn  tba  aolborttr  •(  Iba  CMNItnttoB  of  lb* 
Dallad  Btatn,  ttlbtr  to  fenabi  -  ■    ■  .... 


nabli  Bt  )e*rt,  If  noi  JDitUil 

■  B  Bbolj  enuBd*.  la  aldbkf  In 
'LHattiMOmj.iu.tr— — 


id  wbm  Iht  tUtbfDI  U 

i*,  Iba  paD^  of  tbh  anotrj  VIU 


of  tba  NoTtb— br  tbt  eb 


parvatimtnl  DTOB 

t.D.a. 


UltBiiLat 
•UaaatttB 


In  tba  HoBvt  of  Bapn- 
KOTenuDant;  It  It  ni  giiurki 


idon,  tlUwr 

fcctlTuabodtatbanpr  

tbit  bU  poawli  lDb*rHil  In  tbt  ptopla, 

■Bd  Mtelkabllltr  m  dtfagat*  tbal  power  to  (faotta  oni*  fcr 
VscllM  pnipoaat,  to  tct  at  oar  ttrrut*  or  annl*. 

••Now,  tbHvknorBlaortBwbttttr  tattbUabid, and tte 
TaUdllj  of  wbleb  to  Bon  natniMllT  aOnowMgad,  Ibu 
that.  wbUaiar  K  dee*  br  a  dalr  and  tKatlr  snIhoifBtd 
■want,  tba  prindpal  1*  boond.    It  to  Hpadallj  tm  wbs 

— !._.. ..-_._.j,„    Wtaiaam^adBdlr »»•••■ 

bdMxrtwmd.  WbatwadoiM 


I  CbofTtaBiOnr  cooBlltueBFT,  tbroBffb  iia,bai 

ra  (ha  Dedliim,  to  to  tpcah,  throagh  whidi  tboT  coaamnt 

utouwltbaaotb«',andlDlbtB>utd.    nr,wIUUb*(B» 


*  dotlMd  wltba 


Tbtproortoi 

e  Itgiai;  altcttd;  tbtf  « 

"fanniiBtU  HWMTllalliad  bj  IbttoUm of  Sa  bhSI 
i  oDOArnd  npn  tbetr  Mivilea,    It  waa  In  UMlr  isr*- 

It  «a  alrtt  lodinftiB 


ubtrlXtfTi 


lit  baapaaato  0* 

TooncaAdrir 


,cii 


ra  alrtt  Id  1« 


Hob.  Wtuus  T.  Ami  of  Tinnitin.  In  tb*  BoiM  <f 
BtTwaantatlfit  J*anuj  !•  tb,  IBU. 

"OnDHDf,  Ibr  arcaaMnt^a  lakt,  that  tbt  Kama*  tmt 
"■      -  ■ttbaOtorit     


n? 


.....  .1  blalftTD.  Ibtt  tb*  dne- 

o(  tba  DHunatlt  parlj,  tbat  lb*  btbtata  of  tba 
,._,._,  all  demandad  tbat  l£a  qntKloa  dioatd  b*  nbaHtUd 
lo  tbt  Hoiilt  bj  Iba  Imnaft  of  Uw  act  aad  of  tbt  ptetftnt. 
It  to  ^ala  that  Iht  raMw*  or  tnbniWilna  of  an  etbar 
qniiwa  waa  eontaBplatad.  Tba  laofaaga  of  Iba  act  la,  Ibat 
It*  m*  Intml  lad  ataalni  to  not  la  lactdala  tlerfrf  IsM 
aa7ttnllorT°' •>•■«»"  to aclodt  It  IbtrtflnBii  bat,  ta. 
Tbt  LaB(Ba«  of  tb*  QadBBBd  platftn  to,  tbat  It  r*o(^ 
DtiH  lb*  rt^t  of  tb*  ptoplt  to  Ism  ■  tDoMKaHoa.  with  <r 
wlihontilBairwnnd  b*  admlltad  tato  lb*CalOD,ba.  8a, 
If  ItwaatoataaplBtadthatBBTlbtac  at  afl  Atald  b>  tab- 
(iltl*l  to  lb*  paopla,  tloora  waa  that  ifafaiE,  aud  ibai  alooa. 
It  I*  tba  OBl;  tUBi,  tb*  obIt  latttlatlon,  S*  onlr  doatttl* 
iBMltattoanfandtohfaaM.  It  waa,  and  Itbi  laildt» 
■ioB :  Ibt  (nat,  abaortlBa.  d totnetlDf  alnMBt  ahiM  tboBcH 
o( «T ihalTlatMtod aartody.  ItwaadoatHntbilbaBaMli 
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SfsHL 


D  br  Itw  triitr  or  Ih*  Blvfc  HfpnMtrai 


■r.  Buuuu.    Whit,  Ihini.  la  Iba  rroBnd  of  Ita*  oppci-  wa  iur. 

Mob  M  Uw  adiiilwlDn  uT  Kuw!    Ill*  lru>  nuDul,  ilr.  „'  ^ .  ,     ^    .  _.     ,   , 

aij^iilii  It  •■  gndwri  mKT,  it  tbcl  111  mmtitutkiD  nEo(-  "^T"'  >■  <«  «"■  «  ■< 

bBWdud  fiwl™  tou-k  hlmoav  <ib'UiTr.irLl]lt»pi»|>la  f^"'"'^r  "1'™  li  thrt  t 


•n,  Jmu  a.  BtTUB,  of  Mann,  In  Iho  Snria,  li 


BFCOMMlJy  rvtulto  tl 
UiUorl  nmiuunJUH 

>    PUWH-  of   Hlf-«DT.I 


Ur.  OoLTU.    Till  I 


as  tlM  otbtr  lUt  or  lU  hsui.  or  ih>  Dlitk  Krputjl 
■vtr.  vould  TOD  Till*  f  T  lliB  iHlnli-l-in  nf  Kunw  Inli 
n»loo  nilb  ■  ooBrilhuluB  tolmtlni  ilaTcrf.  If  ■  bun 

Ur-BiDHirait.    UowtlwjirgllaiuaukiiuF 

lit.  Biainiu.    I  uk  mil  or  :r'»' 

Mr.  OiMim.   Than  1  UMar  tha  pinlli>inan  lliat  I  will 
mmr  wsgIMk  pallikialtr.  ■iUim 
•u  blip  Ik    I  wUI  nern  nu  to 
*llk  HwUitr  il 

■r  kanaka  fcrbiiparlT  I  -   — 

Mr.uniMlKM.  lFpaikRirttatlhlBklni.ri-n<>cllr 

laitloBor  BuklBdinnnsllj.    rLaunliwr.J 
Mr.  BuuiuL^    Ulack  Hapablkan  n»DkliHi 

[UUffalir.J    I  hiTo  DO  doubt  or  It.    I  rrjwat  ihit  the  trui 


ball  (oled  tbr  tba  adob-lini  or 


wlikh  did  Dol  "Ollmiljr  thp  will  iS  Ibr  |W^lt— * 
:liiD  whirb.  B'iivlihi-iaiHllnK  (Mr  pn-IV-wd  doin. 


BWroM  frua  Kaani. 
Mbod*  flvm  that  tfrrli 


l>  TliHjiDI 


HT.KmnH.    tn 
Bank  I  wloh  lu  Mv  I 
— '-  batm,  that  tL     _ 
ia  fhja  KaDF44.  it 

'         -  rrlD,, _.  . 

M.  It  pnirlilH  thi 

~  Hr'aViMHUi.  "ku  thiL  nn'i<\uui»n">^ 
IhtiiaoflF iBil  nitnl  un  b;  IbMB I 


wllla]l.»inF|lir  ann- 
I'D!  >likb  I  haiF  hnnl 


Hr.BnHNiH.    Vnnlr. 


HI  irtiM  ptA|iht  uf  (h«t  tmlliHT  all  dvuvd  il!  ' 

I  ni^l.  tb«ii.  ilr.  that  Ihr  Dut>ii-|ii.. 
r  Kuair-  ■ ■-  ■-     ■ 


.    OrUlDlyDM. 


tnrik'orSEBai-.  '  "" 

Mr.  Xdtt.   irni  >iq  (obUi  oiixfl  ai-! 

Mr.  BiiuIKiuku.    Tba  EFiillnnaD  aiiFakatit  hiaio^C  I  ni^ 


k  «<r  bta  n 


pa  Ibat  ih'<4aut 

a  iQhiliH  ibF  I 

-..uvDSIalniirthI'  . 

■ui>r  <t  tk*  l<nala  II  liaa  ■■nwly  U 

iV-r  fkniD  Nrv  Yiirk.  { Vt  A-vaH-   1] 

wi>4  uliall  U>  iulinltl.id  ■ 

bnKuap.urtliFS!liM»r: 

had  ta  rlau,  bU  am  !•  •( 


inttalraHiorihaai 

nDiUtuHao.    ItlathaixOltlslulDaiainivhkb  tb*a» 
ditntkiD  Itaiir  la  «>uDd>d. 

bannTaadri/:  but  tb' tbanr  la  that  tbannKalorallla 
Imslloil,  and  an  IndaflDlt*  aBtborllr  axbu  In  tba  B^fiaiV 

"Thh  lanmad  rtjibt  at  tha  m^crltT  miliar  tka  aiia 
"Wh-n»  diva  Iha  liubt  of  tba  nOmllJ 


liifbt  of  tba  mOaTlIx  aprini  ti>  feav 
art.  ai  tba  tfui  baft  of  fOTanmaDtf 


iiKtcr  tba  law  uT  U 

in  tbat  BajMltjr  bi  naikr  U»  (Oianimant  tiip]  km  d» 
ilh'nUa,  Mtut  tw  twmlj  or  ItD  jLva.  nr  Cir  nna  jnr: 
up.niua  iiirh  ■  n<triMi>.D  l>  limBi-litanl  with  Itarlr  o>b 
lillb.irltir  b>  ftrm  a  p^H-nal.'nl.  and  al  war  'IIL  ll.r  rrtj 
■iL.mrnai  wMililbi'lroWBinworlniirt  li  drrt»<]. 

-Tbr  frDilnr  ftiu  llll<H4a  adiDllii  lhi>  rlrbl:  but  an* 
ilib-n  Ibni.  wta»i¥  lb«  cnnMIIDtun  |iivblblte  cbtDR*.  or  tm- 
'ktri  I  ■■■If  iirrhaDiF.  allrcallxa  In  as;  otbar  Bind*  wuuM 

'lianm  t*  •TKaBk'  law  in  niUM  Mbrr  ibu  IbnM  ■fn-IAt.t  la 


,  npan  prinrlpb-.  tha  pKipIo  or  ■  larrllaiT.  vUbaat 
or  Iba  b^lnrtal  bvldiituns  without  bb  aaaUla* 
>iii!fvaa»  cam  belli  luihlli  miitliiiaanii  aliil  diinalii 


ManyfcnatnnniiBtrn 
fniliila  riK'it  r.r  Ibf  ■•■ 


NMUiw  at  all. 


Stbi-  aoltaiirltr  uf  Owiiiwa.    knj  iiinFivdlBjga^XvM  >■ 
IT  flud. '  HhFthfr  oHi:lnalii>K  with  Ibr  Ircitlann  or  Ibr  frr^U.  raa 
I  udIj  bt  nfanlad  ai  as  UDauUmrliod  tulDDlBij  appUnlli^ 
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wmA  it  cBtllM  to  BO  oonrtdtration,  ezc«pt  u  mi  nTpwiwinn 
«f  tba  pentlmcDto  mmI  wiihM  of  the  pnofiltt.  If  it  to  dearly 
ihown  to  b«  thn  expruu>iun  of  the  will  of  a  mnjoritj  of  toe 
people,  CongreM  may  aJupt  it;  other vLra  it  i>hould  be  ro- 
Jactod. 

**Thc!  territorial  legislature,  as  awh.  hai  do  power  to  call 
a  eoDTentioo  to  (omi  a  itate  constitutifin.  in  unier '  to  sub- 
Yert'  the  territorial  govcrnnieDt.  In  th«  caw  uf  Arkaonas, 
thia  waa  k>  decided  by  the  AUoruey-Oeneral,  Mr.  Butler. 
Ue  mid : 

**'To  luppone  that  the  le^HiIai [to  powers  grauted  to  tb<* 
Qeatral  Aneuiblj  inrlu<le  the  authority  to  almigate.  alter. 
or  modify  th««  Urrrit^irUI  guTt-rninent  catahlidiMl  by  the  act 
of  Gongreiim  and  of  which  the  Asaenibly  in  a  coiii«titut*ut 
Mrt,  would  be  manlfmitly  abourd.  Orawquently.  it  ia  not 
in  the  pnw«r  of  the  tl('n<*ral  AMemMy  <>f  Arlunfoe  to  |iani 
•ay  lew  fur  tho  pnrp(ii<e  of  electing  un'mlifrs  to  a  oi»nTeiition 
to  fbrm  a  coii«UtutioQ  and  utate  govern mi^nt.  nor  to  do  any 
other  act,  dinTtly  nr  Indiivrtly,  tn  m>ntt»  euch  new  govem- 
ment.  Erery  nn'oh  law,  even  th»u.£h  it  werw  approTi;d  by 
the  gOTernor  of  tlie  territory,  would  be  null  and  volil :  if 
MMed  by  them,  notwithstaniling  hi*  veto,  bv  a  vnte  of  two- 
ftbinla  of  each  branch,  it  would  i>tlll  be  equafly  Told.' 

"In  the  caM  uf  Mlchiican,  the  I'reNident  (then  in  the 
Senate)  held  the  name  doctrine.    He  Mid : 

^*No  Senator  will  pretend  that  the  ti'rrltnrinl  K^glnlnture 
had  any  right  whatever  to  pan  lawN  enabling  the  iHjnple  to 
deet  ddegatea  tn  a  convention  fiir  the  purpnee  of  forming  a 
■tate  mnntf  tutlon.   Jt  vku  an  act  f*/  wiurpatiim  en  their  pari.* 

**  But  the  Frenident  and  hiii  friemin  loatat  that  the  organic 
■et,  Id  thkt  eaHe,  conferred  upun  the  people  of  KanMi  the 
light  to  form  thiir  utite  cunatitutiou  in  their  own  wuy.  If 
tfaJi  were  conceded,  the  aiitlmrity  wan  given  to  the  pffplf, 
and  not  to  the  legislature.  The  authority  granted  to  the 
legislature  Ia  iipecitied  in  that  a<*c  and  n<mo  was  given  in 
any  fbrm  to  call  a  conrrntion  to  fnnn  a  state  coiijititntiun. 
If  the  art  authorised  tlie  p^-pU  to  f'>rm  a  state  cnuHtitution, 
It  was  Independent  of  the  legU>latiirv;  and  tba  Topelia  run* 
atitutlon  was  made  aud  adopted  iu  a  legal  and  regular 
Buumer." 

lion.  Job*  A.  Bnrouix  of  Ohio,  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatlvea,  January  26th,  1808. 

**This  is  the  prerl«e  principle,  the  bald  and  atheistic  aver- 
ment, of  this  Ix*oompt«in  constitution:  and  wu.  by  afHrmlng 
It,  are  only  to  become  the  avtiwed  n|>h«.ildt*n«  of  the  stup«*n- 
dous  lie,  that  one  chss  of  men  have  no  right*  which  another 
Mite  bound  to  respect;  and  hence,  the  partial  aud  exduitlvo 
yrorislon  of  this  Initrumont, 

**  *THat  no  freeman  shall  be  taken.  Or  imprisoned,  or  dis- 
■eised  of  his  freehold,  lihertiea.  or  privileges,  or  outlswe«i, 
or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed  or  deprived  of  his 
Ufe,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  Judgment  of  his  peers 
or  tho  law  of  the  land.' 

*'*No  FREKMAX:'  Ibe  words  of  nect'ssity  Import  that  any 
ptraon  not  a  freeciHn.  any  i<Iave,  any  human  chattel,  may 
be  taken  and  impriMinwd,  dii'seleed  of  hi^  freehold,  in«rties. 
and  privilHgi*s,  outlawKl.  exiled,  and  murdered,  without 
the  Judijnient  of  Mn  (-ettrs,  ami  mithout  the  protectkjn  uf 
law.  That  this  instrument  may  want  in  n»  feature  of 
horrid  cruelty,  it  is  dirthcr  therein  pn^vlded.  that  */r«^ 
megroes  ihall  nU  U  pn'mitUd  to  lire  in  this  st'ite  under  any 
mtoumMtanet*.*  8ir.  they  are  m»re  *  visionary  theorii*ts*  who 
■uppoae  that  this  world  was  ntit  made  for  Cawar.  but  fi«r 
Buui — that  it  belongs  only  to  the  rouiuion  FAthor  of  all,  and 
Is  for  the  uaa  and  susifiuiiirv  of  all  hli  children.  By  our 
vSmiance  of  thia  ini<trunient.  w**  are  to  say  to  certain 
human  beings  in  llitt  territory  of  Kansas,  thuuch  you  were 
bom  in  this  territiTy,  and  bi>rii  uf  frue  parents,  though  you 
•re  huDuui  beings,  and  no  chatti>ls,  yet  you  are  not  free  to 
live  here  upon  your  nntlve  heath :  you  must  be  disseised  of 
your  frHchold.  iiliertk>i^  HUd  privileges,  without  the  Judg- 
ment of  your  peers  and  withi»ut  the  protection  of  law. 
Thnngh  U^m  here,  you  fh.ill  ni>t,  undmr  any  circumstances, 
be  pemiitieil  to  live  hwre.  You  nia<«t  sunnr  exile  or  death — 
you  cannot  and  shall  nut  live  h*>re.  I'hat  sky  which  you 
first  saw,  and  to  which  w««ry  nH*n  look  up  fur  hope  aud 
eonsolntion — that  beautiful  sky  which  bends  above  your 
bumble  home  like  the  arms  of  beneficeDCv.  clasping  iu  itx 
tmbrace  the  evil  and  tlie  good,  the  Jm<t  and  the  ui^ust — 
that  sky  was  not  made  for  you;  you  shall  not  live  under  It. 
Thi'*  liioil.  thi<«  gorMlly  land,  with  its  fertile  flelils.  aud  quiet 
WaU'rs,  ami  rustic  home.-*,  wlieru  you  first  learned  to  lifip  the 
hallowed  name  of  lather,  sister,  brother,  and  where  slevps 
in  hunililt*  tio|M*  the  sacn^  dust  of  your  poor  dead  mother— 
thi^  land  wajt  not  made  A>r  you ;  you  sliail  not,  under  any 
drcnmitanres,  be  peimltted  to  live  upon  it;  go  hence,  never 
mom  to  return :  that  Is  our  law.  Kepreaentatlves!  will  yon 
give  to  this  proposed  atrocity  yoor  official  sanction  f  An> 
■wer  npon  your  oaths,  to  your  oonacience,  to  your  country, 
•Bd  to  your  Ood '" 


Hon.  W.  D.  BUHor  of  OmnMtleat,  in  the  HooM  of  Eepr»> 
ientaUvai,  Hareb  22d,  1868. 

**  No  man  haa  more  rwpeet  for  the  ]Mrlndple  oi  popular 
■nverelgnty,  or  will  go  farther  to  secure  to  the  people  Iha 
right  to  goTcm  themaelvcs,  than  royaelC  But  who  are  th« 
people  in  a  legal  aense,  and  how  do  they  speak  and  expraai 
their  will?  Why.  our  government  Is  a  repreaentatlva  go- 
vernment, and  the  iklll  of  the  people  is  espresaed  through 
their  representatives.  In  every  stato  In  this  Union  lawa 
are  frequently  pasaed,  which,  if  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  tor  ratification  or  r^jecU(»n,  would  be  voted  down  bj 
an  overwhelming  majority;  and  yet  who  wonid  presume  to 
say  that  thoae  laws  are  of  no  binding  force,  beesnM  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  are  oppoaed  to  them,  and  would  vola 
them  down  if  an  opportanltv  was  offered?  Oandhlatai  am 
nominated  as  exponenta  of  tne  will  of  the  people;  if  elected, 
the  power  and  authority  of  tlie  people  Is  veated  in  them— 
their  will  is  the  will  of  the  people ;  and  should  they  torn 
traitor  to  thoee  by  whom  they  were  elected,  no  matter  how 
great  the  majority  by  which  they  were  elected,  stiU  thqr 
would  express  the  legal  will  of  tho  people.  The  people  or 
Kansas  wer«  asked  to  form  and  regulate  their  InstitutioBt 
In  their  own  way  when  they  nomhioted  and  elected  dela> 
l^tes  to  the  consUtotional  conventton.  All  the  peoplo  wero 
included  in  the  InTitation.  They  must  haTe  known  tha 
character  aud  opinions  of  the  candidates  presented ;  and  if 
the  majority  held  back,  and  allowed  the  minority  to  eleek 
their  candidates,  the  legal  presumption  Is  that  tlie  nuOorilgr 
were  satisfied  with  the  result  How,  tlien,  ean  It  be  daimad 
that  the  Lecompton  oiosUtntion  doea  not  express  the  legal 
will  of  the  people  of  Kansas?  The  territortol  legiaUtiuro 
being  a  legal  body,  being  invested  br  the  organie  aet  with 
full  power  to  legislate  upon  all  ri^tfnl  suldecta,  having 
pafved  a  law  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  form  a  oonstltu* 
tion,  having  conforred  upon  these  delegatea  full  powara 
without  limitation  or  restrictk>n.  the  delegates  elected  not 
having  violated  the  law  or  exceeded  the  authority  eonCsRad 
upon  them  by  the  legislature,  1  cannot,  fbr  the  llfo  (tf  ma, 
discover  upon  what  gi\>und  it  can  be  claimed  that  the  eon- 
stltutioo  framed  by  them  was  not  a  legal  Instrument  Vor 
these  reasons  I  regard  the  Lecompton  constitution  as  tlio 
legal,  the  only  legal,  constitution  of  Kansas.  Thus  ftr  I 
have  referred  to  ^e  Liecompton  constitution  only  aa  a  legal 
constitution.  Another  quntion  which  presente  itaelf  to 
our  minds  is,  to  it  just  and  right,  under  all  the  drcnm- 
stences  of  the  case,  to  admit  Kani>as  into  the  Union  aa  a 
stete  under  that  constitution?  Now,  Oungrees  muj/  admit 
new  stotes  into  the  Union,  but  she  is  not  obliged  to  dp  so 
until  she  sees  fit  I  care  not  how  strictly  in  aooordanoe 
with  law  the  conatltutltm  of  a  state  mav  have  been  fbrmed, 
if  the  people  whose  ri^rhte  ara  to  be  affi^ted  by  it  have  bad 
no  opportunity  to  shape  and  model  it  according  to  their 
own  views,  I  would  avail  myself  of  that  little  word  sMijr, 
and  would  never  eonaent  to  her  admlsi4on  until  such  an 
opportunity  was  afforded.  How  stonds  tho  Lecompton  oon- 
stitution  in  this  respect?  Have  not  the  people  had  a  fhll  and 
fiiir  opportunity  to  form  such  a  constitution  aa  they  wanteJf 
Has  any  dHception  been  practised  upon  them?  Were  they 
not  told  in  advance  by  the  I'resident  uf  the  United  Btataa, 
were  th^y  not  told  by  Oovtsrnur  Walker  and  Secretary  Stan- 
ton, that  the  law  uf  the  legiNiatnre  providing  for  the  ele<v 
tfcin  of  delegates  was  binding  upon  them  ?  Were  they  not 
told  that  the  constitution  framed  by  thom  deli'gatas  woudd 
be  recogniji<*d  by  the  party  in  power  ?  Were  they  not  then 
invitidL,  urged,  im^ired  even,  by  Governor  Walker,  to  TOtt 
for  thus**  delepites?  Were  they  not  promised  full  proteo- 
tion  ?  Were  they  not  warned  of  the  consequences  In  eaac 
they  decliued  to  vote  ?  Were  they  not  warned  not  to  delude 
themselves  with  the  kiea  that  the  cunstltutioB  would  be 
submitted  to  them  fur  their  adoption  or  ndeciion?  Did 
they  not  have  aa  full  and  fair  an  opportunity  aa  waa  over 
presented  to  any  people  npon  the  Csoe  of  the  earth  to  elect 
Just  such  delegates  as  they  chose,  who  would  have  adopted 
just  such  a  constitution  aa  they  wanted?  No  man  ean 
dfuy  but  that  an  opfiortunity  was  then  offered  to  the  peo 
pie  of  Kansas  to  form  and  regulate  their  own  instituttous  In 
their  own  way.  The  whole  |>uwer  of  tho  government  was 
pledged  to  insure  them  a  fiilr  election.  They  choee  not  to 
exercise  that  power,  and  suffenil  the  two  thousand  mvB 
who  did  vote  to  exerriite  it  for  tht-m.  Why  did  they  nul 
vute  ?  Thu  returns  were  to  be  made  lo  Walker  and  Stanton, 
and  they  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  would  cheat 
and  defraud  them.  Why,  I  ask  aain,  did  uey  not  rote? 
1  can  tell  yon  why :  Kansas  h.id  already  been  selxed  upon 
by  the  lUipubllcan  party  as  the  prt»per  field  for  pc41tlcal  war- 
fare. Her  Btmgicles,  her  rafferlngs,  and  her  blood,  wore 
necessary  to  furnish  sustenance  to  that  starving  polltirai 
organizntion.  Itepubllcan  Stnatora  and  wire-pnllera  weva 
prowling  about  that  territory  by  day  and  by  night  ad vislDg 
the  people  not  to  undertake  to  manage  their  instltutiona  in 
their  own  way.  The  Republican  prcaii  all  over  tNi  >orth 
gave  them  further  advke,  and  urged  them  not  to  vote. 
Don't  vote,  don't  Toto,  waa  tha  mUverasl  exclamation  of 
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fbnm  HMD  vbo  §n  bow  eomplAlnlBK  uid  lammitliig  that 
ttt  dear  people  ere  deiwired  of  their  forerdgn^.  Why  did 
thtr  tell  them  not  to  Tote  f  Ah,  they  belieTed  that,  if  they 
foM,  KaiMUi  would  be  a  free  and  pn»niToiiii  «tate.  They 
kDew  that,  when  peace  was  nutored  to  KaniaA,  the  daye  of 
their  partr  would  be  numbered ;  tlify  knew  that,  when  the 
woandi  of  bleocilng  Kanraa  were  healed,  the  life  of  rvpub- 
Ucanlnn  woold  be  eztlnguli>hed.  Twice,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Lenompton  confutation,  had  the  friN^state 
Ben  of  Kiinsas,  if  they  were  In  the  nrnjurity,  an  opportu- 
nity to  assoQie  the  control  of  her  itoTernnifnt.  The  army 
«f  the  Uidte^ States,  wut  Into  the  territory  upon  their  own 
requeflt,  was  pledj^jd  to  prot*^  them  again Kt  invatdou  from 
abroad  and  Htimidatlon  at  hrune.  Ouldeii  by  the  ad  rice  of 
outside  polit.jians,  twice  did  tliuy  refuse  the  profli*red  boon. 
The  legiMlatare  by  which  the  ouiivention  wns  called  wan 
oflered  to  them  and  refusiH*  *  thedele^tatee  to  that  conrrntlon, 
dothed  with  full  power  to  kilopt  such  a  citustjtutiun  as  they 
pleased,  were  offered  to  them  and  refuMd.  After  these  too 
distinct  a!<MrLions  on  tho  part  of  the  pe«)ple  thai  they  would 
have  nothiuK  to  do  with  tlie  fiirmAtii»n  and  ref-ulation  of 
tbelr  own  d(iiiii*iitic  iastitutions.  Mill  the  leKnlly  mnktituted 
eonTention  of  Kansas,  though  not  rtMiuired  by  the  territo- 
rial law  to  submit  any  p.irii<>n  of  thi>  cunMltation  to  the 
people,  saitl.  *  though  you  harp  r»fui(<>d  t<i  participate  in  the 
elections;  though  yon  havedeflt^  our  auttiority  and  tram- 
pled the  laws  under  y«iur  fwt.  yiit  your  Toice  may  be  heard 
upon  the  groat  <|ii*'Kt lull  whirh  Iws  c<juvul>e«l  the  eouotry, 
and  so  long  disturlwil  thi*  pearn of  thi^  territory:  though  we 
Iwve  the  puwer  in  our  own  tmnds;  tlionj^h  we  are  anxious 
to  make  Ksnsan ai^lave  state. yrt  we  will  liHTe  that  question 
for  you.  and  you  aloiit*.  to  decide.'  Wtint  was  tlie  n'spoiiM;? 
Away  with  your  cunititutic*n.  Who  caree  about  slavery? 
]jct  us  kill  the  wholn  const! tutii>n.  I^t  us  undo  all  th:it 
jou,  the  le^al  reprvitentallTttt  nnd  exponent*  of  tho  |ieopIe. 
haTe  dune.  Let  us  o|M!n  afrevh  the  wnunds  of  blmiling 
Kansas.  Let  us  keep  up  this  a^itiitiun  until  l*Mk).  until  uinni 
this  sea  of  oxcitcment  wo  have  w:ifted  our  candidate  into 
the  pn^identiul  chair;  or  you  rony  intik*i  KansMS  a  Kla\« 
state  as  soon  aw  you  please.  Tlim.  when  that  tiee«l  is  accoin> 
plished.  we  will  raiw;  ttie  cry  nt  tint  North,  liehold  how  our 
prophe<>l«s  are  fulfllle<l !  Wc  told  you  that  tho  result  of  thi* 
Kansas  nud  Nebrtii<ka  bill  wooM  be  to  make  Kauian  a  hliive 
state.  Under  these  cin'umHtMntvji  KaoMH  presents  hersvlf 
f-.r  admi'<fiilr>n  into  the  Union  under  thti  lAVomplou  con.«tl- 
tntion.  and,  so  (at  as  the  fact-*  now  apptrar,  I  dittm  it  due  to 
Ksnsiis  aud  due  w  the  country  tluit  slie  shouM  beadmitto«l. 
!She  will  be  a  hlnvo  state  in  name,  and  In  uami-  only,  nnd  tliat 
for  a  brief  period-  I  csiro  not  how  deeply  Klavery  may  be 
on;;(mrted  In  lifr  constitution,  fur  th<T*.*  in  nn  unwrittiMi  liiw 
far  ab'i\e  all  huuiau  conNtitiitioiis  ami  lawn  wliirli  must 
ever  control  and  reifnlato  thnt  iiiHlitutioii.  It  is  th^  {rr>>- 
jH'nlatilc  law  of  natun*.  of  <>lim.it<'.  pro-lni-tion.  and  ^'<il. 
Tliat  law  I.  as  n  Northern  ni:iti.  am  wiUiii:;  to  triiHt.  Wi> 
linvtt  MH-n  it*  ofK-ration  in  ('.ilif'riii.t.  t'lah,  Orivou,  New 
MuJkicii,  WavbiugtMD,  Nflirn-kn,  anil  AlinncAtta." 

Hon.  F.  V.  Dlair,  .Tr.,  of  MlM(.iuri,  in  IImiso  of  iU-prosi'n- 

tativu9S  March  '2Gtl,  l^OH. 

**N'ow.  T  Hpplv  another  f^-st.  The  olljrsrcby  say  that  thi'V 
haT««  the  rl'.;bt  to  taknilM-ir  p|-ivi«j4  Int*'  th<'  t''rril'-rie'«''f  tli- 
Union,  and  employ  them  an  tti 'y  k<'c  lit.  nn<ler  the  (^)^Kli- 
tution  of  till*  I'liit'Mi  StJitex,  n\u\  nolindy  c.-ui  tike  th.it  ri.riit 
fnun  th'-m.  They  can  tuk<'  ihcui  Into  the  terrilorie»,  jiinl 
miike  them  nii><'hanic').  and  work  (hem  in  rh*'  niine<<.  in  tic- 
faotorieK.  «ir  in  any  «.thi»r  wiiv;  :iiid  if  wliitf  mm  dnn't  like 
that  fu»rt  of  rnmp*'titii»n.  the  Di'nuNTaiy  will  t«ll  ih-in  '.  ;;o 
noDiewIiere  cNe  In  Kii».-ia,  a  in;»n  can  educate  \\\t  .  i :"  or 
•Oave.  and  tlnty  frenuently  «lii,  an^l  make  l.iwyers.  d  ■  i  rs. 
and  miTchant*.  of  tlu-m.  Ni-w,  Hupp'-si;  thi'*«'  .""o'.r  :  ■  n 
;;entlemcn  chMuM  e.v>T.i'>-  th«-lr  con««ti  ntioniil  ri;rhl  «■!  i  i.i- 
f-atin;;  ihi-ir  mIiivcm.  nnd  put  ihem  into  Ih**  Ieiirn»d  iii:.i>-s- 
iii<>ii";  dii  you  iiiip|Ki>e  tlie  pi'<>I>le  of  tlii:<  country  wnuld 
submit,  for  on-'  instant,  to  tliirf  Hnwirin  innotaiion  ?  Would 
there  not  U*  a  cry  isi<«ed  fr<>in  nw  eml  (»f  tbiH  land  to  the 
other?  And  why?  Ilnve  ihev  not  the  ^ame  con-itilutional 
rlirht  to  msike  lawycn*.  d'»-ti'i"*.  and  luenh.-inl.-.  of  their 
slare*.  as  tle-y  \y.\vv  to  m:«ke  tlii-m  nv-ehiniicK?  1'n*«'1*'ly 
the  name  There  i«.  no  riiil.Teoi-e  wliai-ver.  Hut  the  IIom- 
►ian  nohle*  nc\iT  en'.:iii;e  in  tle-s-'  aviicnti-in.''  themj"'lvcs. 
and  lln'rf'fnn*  tliey  ilo  nit  T  li  ili-  il"_'ni!aiiin  of  jiuttin;; 
their  nerfK  intii  the  pnife^sjufK  Uur  with  u-  th.-it  wnnld  In- 
trenchln  r  upm  tip-  rn'cp;i;it«on  of  the  ^l:lVl•llo'd••^H  iheni- 
wlveK— tlu»  oli-^arfhs-anil  here  the  kIum  pinehefi.  Thej- 
demanil  that  tTiey  sliall  >ie  nl'iowi''!  in  |.ut  their  ^Invi-s  ffi 
work  si'te  hv  !<i'le  with  meili.injiK  and  Iul"inT«j;  and.  in  the 
•ame  bn'iith.  tbov  einim  tli.it.  nn  -4|-i\e  shall  Im>  a'lowed  to  | 
ileirnide  tlie  emplnvnien:-  i  i  wliii-li  Tli-y  finileM-i-u'l  to  eu-  , 
fl.ijje.  I  C'lnt.Mid  t!i:iT  fliev  havi»  no  iri-in*  rl.rlit  t"  inllii'l 
ihiH  i|eL'ni'!ati'»n  om  me -hinii-M.  by  pl.einc;  .^l.-ivn  l-ilmr  in  ; 
ronii'i'titi'in  with  th-lr  fiei-  l.ilmr.  .Ni.t  a  wlm  ni<»re;  and. 
4S  they  i>xeri-i>e  ihi-  rl.:l:f  r»f  •■T-Miidlni;  «*lave-i  fn'»ni  tlie  pn>- 
tsAiKTii  in  whi«-h  they  an*  thetiijftdvi-n  cn'.rmre1  'an  th'-y  ilo  ' 
by  inhihitln:;  their  hiIui  iiiinn'.  I  say  Ih^y  admit  the  ri/hl  of  [ 
»!Ltrs  to  exclude  them  from  the  muvhanical  tradus,  aud  ' 


fktND  ooflnpettCloB  with  trtiT 
ealllDf." 


Hon.  TiiOMAs  8.  BococK  of  Virginia,  in  tba  Iloiai*  of 
■entoUTes,  Slarch  8tb,  1868. 


'■In  the  flrat  place,  then.  I  admit  fhat 
stituted  among  men  derlre  their  Just  powers  from  tta* 
sent  of  the  goTemvd.  That  Is  the  lint  admission.  Bat  X 
deny  that  It  is  a  necimsary  corollary  from  this  prlndpls  tiMt 
the  constitution  of  a  state  shall  be  submitted  to  tns  volm 
of  all  the  goTenied.  On  the  contrary,  nn  rvastltiitlua  thtf 
was  ever  framed,  either  in  this  or  any  other  ronntrj. 


erer  hobmitted  to  the  yote  of  all  the  people  who  weiw  to  bs 
governed  by  It  How  many  of  the  slates  of  this  Unlsn 
allow  tbe  African  rare  to  rote!  I  think  .New  Engtaod  sni 
New  York  alone  aiiplre  to  that  *l«d  emln^n««.'  Tet  tti 
African  race  an>  among  the  goTemed.  How  manr  ststss  li 
this  Union  allow  a  Htlsen  Just  landed  npon  it*  srjl  from  tan 
other  ptate.  or  fh»m  a  ftwvlgn  country,  to  vot4p P  Not  oM|I 
bi'lieve.  In  m«)st  of  the  statve  In  tlie  Union,  ihey  rtqnln  | 
luan  to  have  refd<lrd  In  the  State  fbr  twelTs  months.  «v«a  If 
a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  befbre  he  b  allowed  to  voIl 
Aud  yet,  sir,  they  are  among  the  goTemsd.  Ilow  many  of 
the  states  of  this  Union  allow  fenwles  and  children  to  vitsf 
.Not  one;  aud  yet,  are  they  not  In  the  list  of  the  gOTsmcdf 
Then  it  hi  a  clear  proposition,  that  tbe  &et  that  a  ftwm  d 
goTemment  derives  its  powers  from  the  conarat  of  Ihs 
goremed,  does  nut  ivquire  the  constitution  to  he  ralMnltlBd 
to  all  who  are  to  be  gnwrneil  under  It.  I  will  shuw,  la  ths 
MHinei.  that  tlie  consent  of  the  gorcmed  to  given  on  tti 
repreHentative  prinoinle. 

"The  next  conn>9iiion  which  I  make  Is  to  hi*  fnnnd  la  a 
certain  letter  written  by  the  late  goremor  of  Kaniiasy  upon 
thu  on.-aj<iou  of  his  resl^ation  of  ofBca.    U«  says  that— 

**  *  {Sovereignty  makes  constitntions :  that  soeerrignty  nsii 
exclu>lvely  with  tbe  people  v4  each  state:  that  sovcrHgniy 
cannot  lie  dei4>gated ;  that  it  b  inalknaUe,  in<li«isiU«i  a 
unit  innaitable  of  partition.' 

*•  Now,  sir.  T  ailmit  all  that ;  but  T  will  not  concede  fiv  a 
moment,  becauite  aireniignty  is  inaHenaUf,  that  acfs  of 
sovereignty  cannot  be  exercised  through  sanii*  mrdiuai, 
orzauism.  or  reprcentative  agency:  far  from  it.  I  think 
thiit  the  celebrattsl  lettor  to  which  I  n>fcr  aRenls  a  remarks 
hie  Instancu  (if  how  •  really  able  man.  when  suetalniDg  a 
hi>rcsy,  may  entangle  and  overthrow  hisuelf  in  the  oiaasl 
of  liN  own  nu'taphyslcs.    Robert  J.  WalLi-r  decUn  s>- 

"  •  It  will  not  W  denle«l  that-srivorei.:nty  Is  the  nrly  pr-wer 
rh.it  can  make  a  state  cimKtitutiun.  and  that  It  re^ts  fX'ln- 
.•ively  witb  the  people:  and  if  it  i^  inail-naMr*.  and  rannnt 
>-'  4ie;f<;:iti4 1.  uK  I  have  .-h<iwn,  then  it  cno  only  1^  vxerriied 

by  the  i»«'iiple  them■«elve^.' 

"  An  I  atTKin.  in  r«-fen>nce  to  the  «.'ouslitdtion  of  the  United 

States,  he  !<»_\s: — 

'••  Karh  i*tAti'  act^-d  f>r  iL-ielf  alone  in  aorcdinR  to  th«  .Irtt- 
clex  of  (Vinfedi*nitii>n  in  177S,  and  eat  h  mIUh  a(t*«l  fur  itself 
alone  in  fr:«iiiin;r  no  I  ratifying,  caeh  for  ilKrlf,  i||.«  t>rn»titQ> 
tion  of  th-  I  oii.-i  .<tates.  Siven-iirnty.  then,  with  u*.  rMts 
ex<-li]<(i\i  ;,■  \Mib  the  people  of  ea-.'h  state.* 

"  Il-re,  sir,  hi*  assumes  thnt  each  state  aioptt-d  tb<>  roDi<t> 
t'iti  II  of  the  rnite<l  States  tor  it.ulf.  ami  thnt  rhr  (V'n«tit»- 
ti<in  of  the  United  States.  Immuic  so  adi>pti>4.  haii  l>««tiiH>  the 
conRtitutioii  of  each  iiariiciilar  »iat<>.  Vet  lie  ••«i>mii  n«it  to 
htve  borne  in  mind  th.nt  tliat  very  fart  ap-^t<«  bm  wh'jls 
thiH^ry.  Sir.  tho  ('  >n*tituii  -n  of  the  I'iiit4>«l  Stv-itnn  \m  D>-r  b> 
ilay  bindlns;  in  the  ».tate  of  Virjini.-u  Kr  in  any  other  stats 
of  thi!<  Unit -11.  or  else  the  il<H*iriiie  is  ernMie>  ui  that  it  n-quirss 
the  }h-<ip'ti  in  their  primary  capHi'lty  to  ratify  it.  Why.  sir* 
the  ('■•n!<titiitl>m  ('f  the  rnltisl  ^'talt•lt  waa  fraHiei  by  a  cn^ 
vention  aiiil  nitifieil  hy  conventions  ami  hvi^iatun-s  in  ike 
several  stiites:  not  in  any  one  case  waa  it  referrvai  to  a  dirad 
Vote  of  what  \|r.  Walker  i*hIU  th*'  soventdtfn  pM^ple. 

"Sir.  til  ili*clan>  war  and  to  make  |kiw— an>  they  nof  arti 
of  ^ov«'pd'^iitv  >  .\n<l  nre  tbi'v  mt  d->iH*  b>  rff  r.-«et.tailve 
apMieics  ^  Why  may  ni>t  a  •-oii.-.'it>iiii-ii  lie  fxruied  In  hke 
manner?  Mr.  t'hairnmn.  a  ^r»*:ir  il'-al  of  c<iiitu«!on  i-s^tato 
the  puhlie  mind  in  reliiliiiii  t>>  the  i|UfKtii>n.  iitii>  ar^  tha 
people  in  wh"in  the  MiviTi-l-.'iity  n-^i  l'-«« .'  1  aecrtrl  with  tbs 
do«'irineof  lloU-rt  .1.  Wiil>\fr,  ninl  •:!%  It  ntilifeiiii  tlirms**'*% 
Kvery  man  and  i-very  citixen  mIi'i  1ia>>  ri^ht>  and  po«eriQ 
the  eiimmiinity  ii<  n  part  nt  the  M<\eni.-ii  ina^n.  .Ml  nf  the 
citi/i-iKk  toirelh'^r  i*<in<titiite  the  uri  'inal  f<innlain  nrd  M-iinw 
of  all  piwer  in  a  cxinmuniiy.  They  are  tin*  ji'-p-r-p.-.TtfiL 
Now.  lilr.  if  t^iViTi-iL'uty  i*  a  unit  ahd  inili\[-i!i|>'.  ihv  «iii«-|p 
.*i\irei^M  ms-s  innst  net  tveiht-r.  If  "oe  ritisMn  I-  «aaV 
inir.  the  unity  it*  Ip-ki-n  an  I  the  S'>vtni;:iity  d'-'tr-viM.  It 
it  rlear.  then,  tliat  if  t"  vi-n-ijroty  r«>i<ieii  in  the  m.-^^s.  «ud  li 
lu-li\i*(ii  le.  it  cMiiiol  l-e  earned  ••ut  inln  a<'ts  Hilhcal  a 
mitlium.  :in  fr^aniimi.  i-r  a  repr»m-ntalive  n■.^>nry.  as  the 
fi-ee  mind  eaiiiii>r  act  vx>iM>t  thri-uirh  the  BKen^v  of  the  Im^t 
This  rui>ui'.8  Irum  the  tavt  that  it  ia  iupi^saible  ever  lo  get  all 
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Om  dtliMU  tnftBClMr  In  eOHMfBUneooi  action.  If  thto 
t^kgatj  ill  a  unit,  can  a  mi^oritj  exereine  that  aoreralgntTf 
nioM  who  do  nut  act  with  the  majorltj  have  a  part  of  ttia 
aorereigntj  in  themwlTei,  and  tiu*ir  diannt  breakii  tha 

UBitT. 

**  I  wliih  now  to  Inqolre  upon  what  prinrlple  the  majorltr 
acts  for  a  comniunitjr,  and  what  reaulta  txom  that  tact?  I 
■ay  that  the  midority  doea  not  act  fur  tha  commanitjr  upon 
may  principle  of  natural  right  Let  ua  suppoae  that  the 
wlkole  firame-work  of  gortsmment  could  by  aome  mighty 
aonTulaion  be  »tmck  from  exiatenee  in  any  atate  of  the 
Vnlon:  what  would  follow  T  A  primary  meeting  of  the 
people  would  be  held,  to  put  Into  operation  aome  rude  atrne- 
tvra  of  government  Would  all  the  people  aaaemble  f  By 
DO  raeaua.  That  is  alwayn  ImpoMiUe.  A  great  many  would 
■taj  away,  and  thoae  who  Rtayed  away  would  have  a  part 
of  the  aovereignty  in  themwUee.  But  aooonling  to  the 
principle  deeUuvd  by  Qovemor  Walker,  thoae  who  came 
would  be  the  repreeentatlTea  of  thoae  who  stayed  away. 
Kadi  man  who  should  attend  the  primary  meeting  would 
it  his  abeent  neighbor  and  family;  and,  upon  the 

Inelple  of  reproMntation,  that  primary  meeting  could  act 
the  wliole.  If  the  community  left  without  gorernment 
should  oonsiat  of  one  hundred  thouaand  people,  not  more 
than  eii;hty  thousand  could  assemble  in  primary  meeting. 
How  would  they  act?  Tlie  eighty  thousand  would  not 
agree  upon  all  questions,  or  perhaps  upon  any  queation; 
and  fh>m  necessity,  a  majority  would  control  their  decisiuna, 
unleas  a  different  rule  were  agreed  on.  Then  forty-one  thou* 
sand,  being  the  maj(irily  of  the  eighty  thousand,  would 
apeak  for  the  whole  community.  Upon  what  principle  of 
natural  right  or  undivided  Kowreignty,  I  a/<k,  can  forty-one 
tboasand  declare  the  opinion  of  one  hundred  thousand  f 
Again,  take  tlie  ca!«e  of  the  ▼ot4>rs  of  a  •■ommunity.  Upon 
what  prineii>le  do  they  act  for  the  wliole  f  Are  they  the 
aoTirrelgn  mass?  No,  sir.  by  no  means.  Tnke  the  cash  of 
Kaosas  itaelf;  and  allowing  that  there  are  one  bundrvd 
thousand  peopltf  in  that  territory,  tkutn  say  that  the  ronsti- 
tution  is  to  tM  submitted  to  the  voters.  According  to 
■tatlstinm  the  num^ier  of  yntfs  would  be  about  one-flftn  of 
the  entire  maas.  Take  the  census  of  IMt)  or  1860.  and  then 
the  Tot**  at  the  intervening  and  ^ucceediIlg  preiddentlal  elec- 
tion, and  you  will  And  that  the  vot4)4  sre  mrely.  if  evur,  mure 
than  one-flfth  of  the  entire  number  of  the  peojtle.  Then,  if 
there  were  one  hundntl  thouMnd  people  in  Kani«as,  the 
number  of  Tutors  mi;j;ht  have  ix-nn  as  high  aM  twenty 
thousand.  Of  that  twenty  thnuwind,  a  majority  would 
control,  and  eleven  thousand  would  constitute  tliat  mnjo- 
ilty.  Now,  1  ask,  upon  what  principle  of  natural  right, 
or  of  indlvijiiblo  soVL-rvUuty,  can  elwen  thousand  voters 
declare  the  voice  of  one  bundre<J  thousand  people?  ThfV 
are  the  organism  or  repruavutJitiTe  agency  merely,  through 
which  the  whole  body  speaka,  Ju^l  aa  a  convention  is  the 
month-piftre  of  the  petiple. 

** Chief  Jnxtlce  Tanvy.  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  court 
in  tha  Dred  Kcolt  caae,  aays  :— 

« *  Undoubte«Ily.  a  person  may  bo  a  cIMxen — that  Is  a  mem- 
ber  of  th«  eummunity  whu  form  the  sitvvrelgnty — although 
ba  exercises  no  share  nf  the  jiolitical  power,  and  is  inrapaci- 
tated  firom  holding  partlinilar  ofllces.  Women  and  minora, 
who  iarm  a  part  of  thn  political  fomily.  cannot  vote ;  and 
when  a  property  qualifieation  is  reqiiirvd  to  vote  or  hold  a 
nuiieolar  offlce.  those  who  hare  not  the  ni>cesi«ary  qunlifiea- 
nona  cannot  vote  or  hold  the  oinov,  yvt  ttiey  are  citixens.' 


I  are  a  number  of  the  cltixi'ns  in  every  community 
who  eoDstltute  a  part  of  the  body  pi>lilic.  wbt*  have  a  portion 
of  tha  aoverelgnty  in  themselves,  but  whu  are  not  allowed 
to  vote.   Th«*  vot*>r«,  then,  only  rHpTfttent  tho  pi*nple.    Thtty 
are  not  in  fa<*t  the  S'^verelirn  pcopio.   So  I  show  tlie  unlvcr- 
■ali^  of  the  repr**aputatlve  prinrlple.    A  primary  me«'tlDg. 
as  usually  oonritituteii.  is  a  repreM^nratlve  agency.    A  con- 
vention is  a  repreiientative  agnnfy.    The  voters  arc  a  n-pre- 
■entative  agtmcy,  ami  any  questinn   >ietwn*n  them   b  a 
queatioo  between  diffen>nt  reprosentativw  a^ceni-ieK.     Karh 
one  speaks  the  voice  of  the  p«K>ple  in  its  sphent.  Just  a^  thn 
agent  when  acting  within  his  p-iwer  fpenks  the  voi'-o  of  his  ; 
principal.  Talk  alMut  ap|>«*Aling  from  thi>  convention  to  thi* 
aovcT««gn  p«fi'>ple!     1  Kay.  If  you  api^'nl  to  the  vnt^TS.  you 
only  ai^pral  frofn  one  n*prv:«eiiUitlon  In  atrnther  n»pn»<«eutn-  j 
tion.    I'erhiips  broailer,  perhaps  better,  but  still  a  repruscn- 
tative  agency.  You  deny  the  voiiv  of  one  organism  throuiih  ' 
whiith  the  fw^ii'le  speAk.  aud   take  the  roli'e  of  anotlii'r  i 
organLfln.    Wh<>n  there  is  no  Inw  to  determine  who  ^hnW  j 
declare  thu  Tol<-e  uf  the  fHNipIe.  the  fwfople  are  a  law  unto  , 
them!«elves.   nnd   ut'cessitv  and  circumstances  determine. 
When  you  have  sn  or.cnnlr.ed  s<irioty.  the  law  derUres  who  ; 
shall  speak  for  the  penp|i<  in  earh  particular  case.  j 

"Now,  apply  thi'Ke  prinri;iles  t«i  tliif  cast*  of  Kansas.  Who 
was  authonxe*!  to  spi-ak  the  voli-e  of  the  |>e«»ple  of  Kansas 
in  relation  to  the  constitution?  The  mnreniltm.  and  the 
oonventlon  only.  .sir.  the  r»uveuti«)n  was  tlie  orgnni^m 
through  wliitrh  Kovereljnty  spoke.  Its  voii*c>  was  the  voire 
of  the  people.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  framed,  j 
■i  I  hava  laid,  Iff  a  eonvaotloD,  and  ratified  in  aadi  atata  bj 


a  eonTtntion.  nerartbeleaa  announeaa  Itaelf  aa  the  act  <^  tbf 

Ole.  In  Its  preamble  It  laya:  *We,  the  people  of  tl 
ed  States,  Ac,  Ac.,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  cunad- 
tntion.*  So  In  Kansaa.  the  conventk>n  waa  merely  tha 
mouth  through  which  tha  people  were  presumed  in  law  tn 
speak.  The  constitution  adopted  by  them  waa,  therefore^ 
tne  act  of  the  people.  You  may  tldnk  that  another  agcncj 
would  have  been  better,  but  you  cannot  properly  interfarBi 
for  thia  Li  that  which  waa  spolien  when  we  said  that  wa 
would  '  laare  the  people  thereof  (of  Kansaa)  perfectly  firae  lo 
form  and  regulate  thair  domeatio  inatltutiona^lu  tbelx  own 
way." 


lion.  W.  W.  BoTGi  of  Sonth  Oarollna,  in  tha  Honaa  of  B» 
preaantattvea,  Blarch  26th,  1868. 

'*  Empowering  other*  to  make  the  oonatltnUon  for  theoi, 
la  agreeing  in  advance  to  ba  bound  by  the  aetkm  of  thoaa 
others,  and  thua  In  advance  giving  their  asaent  to  tha  eo» 
stitutloo.  There  are  aeveral  molea  by  which  the  paopla 
might  give  their  asaent  to  a  constitution.  They  might  meat 
in  maaa  meeting,  and  make  their  constitution,  clause  bj 
clause.  Thla  would  come  neareet  perhaps,  to  actually  maklnc 
their  own  eonstltntion ;  but  there  are  so  many  practical 
oljectfons  to  this  mode,  that  It  will  find,  perhaps,  fcw  adT»> 
catea;  though.  In  the  progreas  of  the  democratic  mania, 
even  this  mode  may  come  to  be  Insisted  on  eventually  ai 
the  only  legitimate  mode  having  due  regard  to  popular 
aoverelgnty.  Again :  the  people  might  anthorixe  their  del^ 
gatea  to  fbrm  and  establish  their  constitution  for  them ;  and 
this,  perhaps,  Is  Uie  best  mode  of  accomplishing  the  purpose, 
if  the  delegatea  are  Judiciously  chosen;  for  it  is  most  likely 
that  in  this  mode  the  constitution  will  be  the  embodiment 
of  the  highest  wialom  of  the  community,  acting  independ- 
ent of  popular  errors  or  prvjudloes. 

**  Yet  further,  the  people  might  confer  upon  their  delegatet 
the  power  of  forming  the  constitution,  but  deny  them  tha 
power  of  giving  It  vitality,  but  reserve  to  thomselvcs  thla 
sovereign  right  At  first  view  thii«  mode  may  appear  deslxip 
blc ;  but  when  we  consider  that  the  mere  power  to  say  yea 
or  no  upon  an  entire  constitution  in  the  lump,  not  permits 
ting  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  every  clauf<e,  but  only 
upon  the  aggregate,  amounts  to  very  liille.  If  every  man 
were  allowed  to  vote  upon  every  claiu«.  It  is  likely  that  ao 
constitutirm  that  could  be  devised  would  obtain  a  nuijority 
of  votes  for  all  its  dausre.  yet  if  the  same  constitution  were 
submitted  to  a  popular  vole  It  would  In  all  probability,  aa  a 
general  rule,  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  ** 

Hon.  JEsax  D.  Bkioot  of  Indiana,  In  the  Senate,  HarA 
26th.  1868. 

"  In  our  country,  however,  where  the  people  are  reco^ 
nised  as  the  origin  and  seat  of  pr>litlcal  power;  where  ooi>- 
stltutions  tluw  frtttn  them.  Instead  of  being  concesi'ions  (a 
them ;  where  the  remedy  for  an  abuse  is  in  their  own  hands, 
to  be  exercised  at  any  time  and  in  their  own  way,  thi*  easa 
is  far  different    With  us.  state  nmt<titutions  are  mere  org^ 
nixationa.    They  are  merely  pieces  of  political  mechanism- 
simple  contrivancMi  fur  firganising  leglrdative,  judicial,  and 
executive  branches.    One  power  is  mailij  to  lodge  in  one 
place,  and  another  resides  elsewhere.    In  tbvlr  declaration 
of  general   principles,  they  Init  repeat  the  cfjmmon  law, 
which  our  fathers  brought  with  them,  and  which  would  ba 
law  without  such  n'fietition.    So  far  even  as  the  Umiiatlona 
in  them  are  concerned,  tliey  are  but  rcstriclions  upon  tha 
agents  of  ttie  people,  which  ran  be  removed  or  mo<Jifled  at 
their  pleasure.     Kven  against  a  provlsiun  ct)ntninetl  in  tha 
constitution  Itself,  it  can  be  amemled.    Wherever  the  doo> 
trine  praviiils  that  all  power  is  lodged  with  the  ))eoplc  to  bt 
exerrived  by  them  for  tlieir  own  Iwneflt  curb  mu^t  be  tha 
ntNva«ary  conm^quence.    Where  the  power  to  make  exii>tis 
there  also  the  power  to  modify  exists,  if  the  ri»;lits  of  nona 
others  intervene.    If  royal  power  could  not  ri>:htfu]ly  abro* 
gate  consUtutions  ami  churtorn,  it  ix  liecauMe  the  righta  of 
other  parties  do  intervene.    In  our  country,  however,  there 
is  no  other  party  but  the  people.  Tliey  make  for  themselvea, 
and  can  unmake.    There  is  no  power  anywhere  to  prevent 
When  the  pei^ple  of  a  sliite  detennine  to  rhsnfre  their  con> 
f'titniion.  there  is  no  |M>Ilti<>iil  Nxly  in  exlxieme  which  can 
interptise.    The  distinction,  in  this   re^iiect,   l>etwi-en  uui 
fedenil  and  state  cfm)<tiru t ions  is  a|ip:irent.    One  la  a  conk 
p:ict  1»etw«i>n  several  parties.    Any  one  nin  flaim  the  obaer^ 
ance  of  sny  provision.    To  a  state  constitution,  however, 
there  i"  but  one  party.   Ir  it  merely  a  rule  of  actiun  devlacd 
by  themi^lves  f-r  theni«?lves  alone.    Tliere  are  no  ohll^ 
tion«  In  il  of  which  other  ifditii-al  liodie.-«  ean  claim  the 
benefit.    At  ihc  pleasure  of  the  party  whi.'h  made  It,  it  can 
be  unmade.    Any  pm vision  in  It  wliirh  pretends  to  take 
away  that  {lower  or  delny  its  exercire  is  impotent  againat 
the    miijesty   of   the    p<>o]ili\      I    hold    it   therefitre,   Mr 
l'ru-<iili>nt.  a^   incoulnvertlUle,   that   the  constltntkin   of 
Kansas  now  prvst:ht«>iL  so  fiur   aa    It   conflicts  with  the 
intereata.  or  even  capriees,  of  the  people  of  that  territorya 
can  be  altered  at  any  time  and  In  any  way,al  tlielr^laaenB». 
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Uw^t  mctm  1  bold  tnat  If  U10  propoied  contUUtfcm  be  ob> 
■oxk>ii4  to  tba  peopiv  of  Kiumsi  Um  raiMt  and  Bp«ediiist 
W«7  of  fccuiinK  to  KaiiNM  a  runatitution  aKmmblv  to  bur 
paopltt  wunid  bo  tn  atlmlt  ber  to  Uio  (wmpaniODtliip  of  suti^ 
Biuwr  tbe  Lecooiptou  ctiiihtituliou,  aiiil  tiK'u  l«*avi>  ber  aa  a 
■orerrlicn  powir  to  a<ljiaf«t  Iter  own  alfiilra  without  iut«i> 
flnwDcv  fmu  any  quart«r.  Univ  admitted  into  tba  Union, 
Um  eunti'at  lonis  ita  naikmal  cljaructer  (an  event  wbicb 
•vary  true  patriot  aiiould  ilt^mnOi  and  tlie  duternii nation  of 
bar  people  will  stand  ai  tlio  law  and  tbo  fact  fur  the  joatb' 
taX  atate." 

Hon.  D4V1D  C  BaoDEKiCK  of  California,  in  tbe  Senate, 
March  i2d,  1868. 

**  In  t)i«  inutfnt?!  of  tho  Kanitaa-NVbmaka  Ull,  tbe  rampart 
that  protrcted  Miavery  in  tbe  Siiutbern  t«.'rritoriMi  wa«  broken 
down.  >'orihi>ru  opiniuuH.  Norihurn  idf&H,  and  Nortlieru 
loatitutionii  were  invited  to  tlie  conteAt  fur  the  puiuteasion  of 
Iheae  tRrritorle^. 

"  llow  fix)li^h  for  the  South  to  htpe  to  contrnd  with  su(v 
OMi  In  auch  an  en«»unt6r!  Slavery  fii  old.  dei  n*pid,  and 
•OBSomptive.  Freedomiayounir,  strong,  and  TiK«irou».  One 
if  naturally  tftatiooary  and  luxv*  ea>e.  Tbo  other  ia  miicra- 
torj  and  enterprlainic.  Tbt're  are  six  niillinuji  of  ^x^'ple 
Interertud  in  tbe  eztenaiun  of  i^lavMry.  Thorv  are  twenty 
BilUona  of  fWumen  to  contend  for  the*e  tcrriiOrirs.  out  of 
wbldi  to  ("arve  for  tbvmM^lves  houoA  where  labor  la  bonur- 
•Us.  Up  to  the  time  of  tlie  pasMasce  of  the  KaoMiw-Nebraska 
•et,  a  lance  niaji>rity  of  tbe  people  of  the  North  did  not  quea- 
tkm  tbe  risbt  of  the  South  to  control  the  deiiUoit^  of  tbe 
Urrltorfea  mutb  of  the  Mihaouri  line.  Tbe  people  tif  the 
North  fihoakl  hare  welcomed  the  paau^e  of^  tbo  KnnttaM- 
Kebraaka  ant  I  am  aHtoni^lu'd  that  Kepublicans  f>h<>uld  call 
for  a  reirtoratlon  of  tbe  .MisMiuri  CompromlM.  With  the 
terrible  odd*  that  are  a^uMt  her,  tbe  South  should  not 
bave  repi'alud  it,  if  she  dei4red  to  retain  ber  rights  in  the 
torritorles." 

Hon.  Janeb  Bumirro!!  of  Massaebusetta,  in  tbe  House 
of  Kcprcsentativeii,  Marrh  24th.  ISbK 

**  There  is  an  attempt  niaile  to  establish,  by  viol^nre.  or 
frauii,  or  any  iniquity  »hirh  may  be  uece^rary  to  uTompliKli 
the  pun^OM.  the  relation  of  slavery  amung  a  pu«>|le.  a  grvat 
Bsjority  of  whom  detent  it:  a  Krcsat  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  country  Hyuipnthizing  with  them  in  tbfir 
sbhorrenre  uf  it.  They  oppi).4e  it  because  tlicy  believe  it  an 
Inntitutlon  nefiirious  in  itM'lf.  ami  iierniriuurt  in  ItH  iiiftui^nce. 
It  I*  a  run'**  ui>«»n  any  ntato  whfir  it  exlKtu:  it  affiitu  all  thi* 
relations  of  a  comnrunlt y.  intfroHl  and  fxti'mnl ;  it  it  a 
blltrbt  u|Min  moral  and  .-oi-UI  pni^rfM^;  It  alT-rts  nil  tie- 
mati'rial  inl»»rf>tH:  it  lifjip-H—n  tbo  value  of  l.init*.  it  «li>- 
Conn»'i«*ii  and  «n"bii>»^  fni*  laJxir:  aiu\  kIv«'h  tbe  P'>!itifiil 
control  nn'l  WK'ial  pr>-<|'iiiiiiiHn(*i*  to  h  ffW  uri^tocrHtii'  pn" 
prifltir;*  of  hlHVi'.'i;  it  n-ianls  nml  pn-v.-ntH  tln»  ili-vt'lnprMi-nt 
of  ail  th<>  n'sounvK  of  a  ^tat(^  and  I-  a  withering  blight 
upon  its  pr'>s*p«rity. 

**Tlii»  Fn'«'-.'^f.Ht»^  jii'opl*'  of  Kansii  n-jki-t  IbiH  s.-iiurn**. 
whLb  wiMiM  .-ifUict  aiitl  injurf  thi-m.  anil  wouM  Ix*  a  a*iii>** 
op-m  thiMF  |»<':*ti'rity.  Y»-i  by  tbo*e  Inws.  wbiib  Jir-  uph>'ld 
by  tin*  ppHsbiTory  party,  thi-y  :u"<*  torbidil'Mi  to  writ-*.  stM.':ik. 
or  I'in'ulate  In  any  whv.  t:n*  rxpreMHion  of  tln-lr  bn-tility  to 
thlM  i:r«'at  wmntr:  and  lbi>  NationHl  Ailtnini)«triiti<>ri  euiu- 
hUi'fi  tbf>  oiipi-i^Koion  iif  fi»n'ii;n  d«*H|HitiHni.  in  itit  etTirtu  to 
SUHtaln.  by  tlo'  fniploynoMit  of  United  Sitatefl  trx>p(<,  the 
enfurc«'meiit  f.f  thin  tyranny.'* 

Hon.  Avox  BtT.MNO^MK  r.f  MniMarhu8«ttii.  In  the  linn-e 
of  lt«'i»rf*'ntaliveH.  March  3Nt.  li.'iS. 

'■I  bi'ld  it  nUo  thi'ir  tlnty  t<-  U;ir  H'sHniony  a«  to  tbo 
manner  in  wbirti  the  I)<iu;;litH  men — .tnil  thi>y  will  panloii 
mo  f-r  ;;ivin-i  tb«-ni  tbe  nnnie  cif  tb»'ir  L'allant  .tnd  ulfted 
liiader—to  bi'iir  ti-MliiiMiiy  to  the  niHnniT  in  wbi<*b  Ihey  b.-t\e 
borne  tbi-ni^i'lves.  Tliev  Ikito  kept  th«f  fiiltli ;  tbey  h»\v 
adberfl  to  tin*  doi-trine  of  iv<]Mdiir  suvep'i.'nty :  tht-y  bnve 
Ti»t»"d  it  in  tbi<  llou^e.  nml  tbf\  l.nve  n«>t  fnwiH'd  and  trem- 
bled in  1b<>  pr>>^>-n<'eof  a  doiiiiiiHliii^r  •liiiniiiiNtraliiin — in  ibe 
r»n'-eiir«'  nf  tb:it  uTeiil  tyr:»nnv  ttbieh  IimIiIs  iIiii  |r«ivernuient 
n  its  tliriill  at  \Vit*biniii  n.  Tbey  biive  j^ivm  tlti-h  fir  flfmb 
t-.">  eT«ry  imiiirn'tnl  biok ;  and  wben  a  t;'*nt|i-mnn  fn>m  Vir- 
gini:i.  tbe  other  ilay.  tauntin.'lv  told  tie'm  tbnt  (vrtain  Inn- 
gui»j:»»  wbicb  tbey  niu>d  opm  the  tl<>«ir  r)f  tlii<  IImuh-  was  the 
lan^Uii^e  I'f  relwllloii,  tbey  hboutetl  out,  tliron>rh  the  lips  of 
the  •rentleman  rp>ni  Indi.ina  :>Ir.  I>.tv|tl.  >it  w:i<<  the  lan- 
gua::e  of  fieciinii.'  I  my  tb.-it  it  in  «hio  fn  th-ni  Ibnt  we 
fliouM  »»ny  that  tbev  bavf  bi.rn<'  Hie  brniit  -"f  the  bnttb> — 
anil  that  tbey.  wlii'tber  fn»ni  New  Y'»rk.  I't-nn^yhania.  Ohio, 
Inliitna.  IT  Illiii'>i'<.  h:\\r  k'  ]>f  th-*  «  bi»i  in'-s  of  tlp-lr  «-»nl)c. 
and  b:oe  iii.ile  a  nvi>nl  y  bl  -b  li<ts  hiiri  in  IL'bi :  and  if  my 
Toi'.e  run  have  any  wi'ijhr  wjih  the  ynunr  men  of  the 
country  when>  tiii>!<e  nn-n  d\vi-ll.  1  >ib'>uld  !*»\  in  tbem.  htand 
by  tbem*  men  ultb  all  your  youni;  entbuHln«m.  iitand  by 
them  wItleMit  diotinetliin  <»f  party:  tin*)  ni-iy  not  aijree 
•JWcUy  with  you,  but  they  liare  stuoj  tb«  teat  herei  where 


braTe  men  ftlter  ■m!  ftlL  Let  tlwm  tMrh  thto 
ulcal  adwinlatratlon,  tbM  !*  it  la  euuDf.  the 
stprntrer  beliiud  it  Thus  I  would  ap«ak  to  tbe  yomg 
of  the  oouDlry.  I  differ  In  soma  polnta  with  tbrne 
I  do  not  wl»b  to  eompUcate  tbem.  I  ymy  alao  Ibe  k^ 
tribute  of  my  admiration  to  that  bund  of  men  «bo  hsft 
been  rvpneing  ontalde  of  tbe  boumlarW*  of  f  bar  fn^t  peitisi 
of  tbe  country  as  a  |<ariiitlc  curpa  uf  r»«rr%iii,  fbr  lb*  pa^ 
pose,  I  ^appose,  of  snTlng  tbe  Union  mb»m  it  la  endanfmi. 
Vllien  tbey  raw  this  sectional  toeue  Bade.  utaDdtDV  ■»  Ihiy 
did  in  a  poellion  to  Innk  fiilrly  on  betwerii  th**  partireL  thcj 
raw  who  made  It,  and  tbey  lustantly  took  iddre;  end  in  ttie 
language  of  Mr.*  Bell,  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Tuomba,  Ib^ 
acreptisi  the  iiianeofdi> union.  They  actvpted  It :  and  wbca. 
air,  Uiey  saw  that  Ijeoompton  was  synunymoua  with  *frma^ 
with  forgery,  with  verjury,  with  balIot-bi>x  ataBnc.*  tbsm 
tboy  trampled  It  with  their  high  manly  faoniMty  under  tbib 
feet  They  bave  taken  It  in  charge  to  preserve  tbe  taaOul 
box  pure  and  open  to  American  dtisHna.  Sir.  it  utm  a  proMk 
day  to  me,  when  I  beard  tbe  speech  of  tbe  veneraMe  Seoalor 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden].  Tlie  melody  of  bis  TOlei^ 
and  bis  patrii>tic  accent,  still  aound  In  my  cars.  I  was  glad 
tn  bear  him  denounce  fkmnd;  I  was  glad  U>  bear  him  ftaad 
for  the  truth.  As  I  listened.  It  swmed  to  me  that  the  mM 
of  tbe  Kentucky  commoner  had  come  back  asalD  to  tMI  kk 
old  place  in  the  Senate.  It  seemed  to  me  aa  if  bit  sptrtt  wm 
boTering  there.  looking,  as  In  the  d^s  of  c4d,  after  tki 
interests  of  the  Union.  At  that  moment,  th«  heart  of  ]li» 
saebusetta  beat  responslre  once  again  to  that  of  graDd  flM 


Kentucky ;  and  I  longed  to  have  the  daT  romc  acsln,  vhM 
there  shnnld  be  such  feelings  as  in  tbe  oUen  time,  wbca  lbs 
Bay  Sute  bore  the  name  of  Henry  Clay  on  h«r  bAoiMfS  oftr 
her  bills  and  thmugb  her  ralleya,  erery where  to  Tleloiy. 
and  with  an  affecUiw  equal  to  tbe  afltellun  of  Keataritj 
lienielf. 

**  I  also  felt jprond  to  brar  tbe  speech  of  tba  dIstingfllAsd 
Senatiir  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Belli.  I  was  glad  to  beardMr 
cnnf^pres  on  this  floor,  Messrs.  Underwood  of  Keotockyi 
Oilmer  of  North  Canilloa.  Klcaud  and  Uarria  of  Marjlaa4 
au<l  Davis,  with  bin  surxMisidngeloqaenee,  worthy  of  thebsil 
day  of  I'Inkney  and  of  \Vlrt;  and  1  also  expn«s  my  gratitodi 
tn  .Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky,  who  has  laburvd  so  kmc  IB 
Secure  this  union  of  patriotic  men.  I  owe  it  to  these  mca. 
and  to  myself,  tn  »y  that  I  do  not  agree  with  them  en  As 
Bulfjert  of  slavery,  and  I  know  that  tbey  do  not  agree  wllh 
me.  NeithHt  do  I  agree  with  the  Douglas  men;  I  take  wbal 
I  think  Is  a  btght^r  position.  I  hold  to  the  pnwerof  Od» 
grexH  over  the  terrltJiries:  tbey  do  not.  Bat  while  I  oppose 
the  iitfeonipton  c(>netltmion  for  one  ryaam.  and  while  tbe 
I>(>nt;liiii  Deni'Krratji  i.iii{HM<4>  it  for  nn<»tbrr.  the  Stiiilh  Awcri' 
ean!«  may  <i|ii»t|it>  it  f<ir  ^till  anoth-r.  (iod  kn-iws  we  haw 
nil  i-au^e  of  i»nr  ai;aln>il  it.  and  a;:;iin«t  tbo  a«lDiiiii»tralfc& 
.Vml  Wf  bnve  ooniu  t>>uerber  ht'ii'  aii  a  unit,  m-t  ty  any  pre- 
ei>ni-i>rt.  n<>r.  Iiv  any  truiJo  anioni;  leaieri*,  but  l>y  tbe  spoa- 
tuneoiiK  i-onv  {etionfi  of  our  own  biMif  ht  mindi*.  I  iruft  that 
tbii4  may  l>e  an  omen  of  what  may  bap^n-n  in  tlte  fotura. 
Ak  to  what  may  hxppea.  It  i*  n"t  Ar  me  ti)  pri^plH«y.  Lei 
time  anil  rhautv  determine.  We  come  tom-tlwr.  not  la  a 
Npirit  of  nimitnimife.  lieeause  we  iftnipromi^  nothing,  ^lat 
in  a  spirit  of  patrititiam.  .\n<i.  aetuii;  in  that  fplrit.  1.  fwr 
I  one.  am  prepared  to  vu-tain  the  tcultftitntu  nfliri-d  by  tbe 
di«tluguishvd  Senator  frum  Kentucky  i^.Mr.  Crittendt-nj.^ 

lion.  IIexrt  C  Burmett  of  Kentucky,  Id  tbe  Honse  of 

IU'i)resentatives,  .March  23ii,  186S. 

•>  We  are  told  that  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Mil.  by  leavfaif 

the  pefiple  of  the   terriloni>ii  fr*>e  to   rvgiilate   iheir  own 

domes'ie  inKtitutions,  bmi  reference  ti>  tdber   instltuthMti 

than  tbatof  doBeHiir  slavery;  that  it  was  mrant  toembrww 

nil  domeKtii'  ln^titution•.    Sir.  this  is  not  a  true  cnnstnirti>D 

of  that  set.     Previous  to  tLM  paH>age.  umler  the  Miienun 

Oimpnimifu*.  the  p(>4iple  were  left  free  to  regulate  all  tb<4r 

domootlfi  Instituliiint  ex«>ept  that  of  slavery.    It  was  in  R4r^ 

enee  to  that  institution  abme  that  they  were    restrielrd. 

Tbe   K.nnMb«-Nel<raska  bill   remntcd   that  r^^trktina.     It 

n>ferred  t<>  no  other  domesile  ini<titntinus.  be«-nn-««i  no  others 

t\Hrv  rertrlcted.    It  wn^^  to  th"  ioiitilution  »f  *Sr«ry  ali>ne 

;  tbnt  it  had  referenee;  and  it  wasi  n-peri!illy  ti  leCir  tb» 

]M'«>plo  fri>e  to  bave  Hiavery.  or  net.  in  the  tf'rrifi«T}',  as  tkef 

I  pli>a*>ei),  that  that  clauM'  of  the  bill  was  inMrtnl.    Tbv  «bf'M 

'  liiHtory  of  the  Htru^glc  in  Kansas  Khi>WK  that  tliiii  was  tbe 

only  question  involved:  itha^  l»e^>n  the  IsfiUe  of  «irery  tiatUe 

f(ui»;bt;  it  baa  la^en  the  bone  of  contention  Nith  in  and  vat 

of  tiie  territory.    In  the  lavt  pri*didential  ean^aai  it  was  aa 

ivsue  made  upon  the  I>i'nio<'mLii*  |urty  by  th**  Itlark  i^epalh 

■  lieuns.    JudgA  lKiu|Ela4  hlniM*If  m>  reganled  it;  f^r  in  tbe 

I  Knnu«-Nebra(>ka  bill,  a*  oii^inally  n'iHirt«'<l  by  him  fK^ 

tbe  tVimmlttee  on  Territoriea.  the  material  t<M-(ktn  Biade 

refi-renei>  only  to  the  qntivtiim  of  slavery;  and  b^  pnjpvsed 

to  Kettle  tbat«  even,  nut  by  a  voti*  of  the  iitnili*.  but  dirottgk 

their  representatives  in  conv«nt>in.    I  rtead  it: 

"  *  All  the  questions  apportaiuing  ti  slavery  In  tba  tsn^ 
tory,  and  in  the  new  states  to  ba  furusd  tharstem,  an  li 
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b»  left  to  the  d«rMoo  of  Ui«  peopk  r««MlQg  tlmclii,  fluoogh 
th«lr  ApproprUte  mpreMOtatlTwi.' 

**  TLui  it  will  be  Mra  that  Jadfe  Dnntclu  did  not  then 
ptopo«e  t<>  go  an  fkr  M  thw  lietfmiptun  coavrntlon  baa.  He 
4kl  not  «Ten  proptHM  to  r«(ur  th«  aUverjr  qumtlon  to  the 
people.  The  Lfcompton  cunTPDtion  dM.  The  oonTentkm, 
m  BubnittlnfE  tliU  iaulatwl  qawtloD— It  beioK  the  abMirblnK 
one  of  all  othf  n»— had  met  the  denuuitU  of  thoae  who  in 
good  failh  diieirvd  to  aee  it  eetUed  by  the  peopto.** 

Hoo.  Chablu  Cau  of  Indiana,  in  the  Ilooae  of  Repreaen- 
teUv«a,  Marrh  llth,  1B&8. 

**  8lr.  dove  the  Pre^idfnt  imagine  that  Norlhem  men  ajre 
•Utoef.  that  in  tho  flrve  utatiM  of  thia  Union  tliere  will  be  no 
'keen  fwlin^*  on  thie  quMtlon?  If  our  :<outhem  brethren 
may  be  m  atrvnuoua  about  a  barren  vlcinry,  may  not  we 
u  «tr«uuou«ly  decline  to  yield?  &npp<He  wc  roTerae  the 
argument.  aitU  aay,  *in  pn>portion  to  ila  in«iKnlficence.  Ac; 
ftr  thia  Trry  hmmou  the  aiUqiiitm  uf  thiii  cunatitutlon  will  be 
■o  much  Uie  mure  keenly  felt  by  the  people  of  the  sixteen 
fUte*  of  thi*  Union  whore  i«IaTrry  la  nU  nfcnxnintMl.'  !■  not 
the  reaionlng  equally  lound  ?  Yet  he  wema  t«>  be  UiwfuUy 
vnoonacloua  that  the  pvopltf  of  the  North  have  any  intereet, 
or  any  ri^ht  to  l<e  iniuruittiKi,  in  ttiU  matter.  But  on  this 
I  do  not  dwi>ll.  I  wMi  rather  to  refor  to  a  graver  error,  ap- 
Muwit  In  the  pasMjee  lai-t  quoted,  and  more  prominent  otUI 
Id  other  parts  of  the  meaMige.  It  In  the  aMumption  that 
this  conatitutlon  is  to  bo  rejt'cti'd.  If  at  all.  becauao  it  tole- 
rmtea  a  certain  peculiar  inslitutiun.  In  another  place,  you 
auy  nrniember,  he  spt^aka  of  thi*  *  disasters  to  rwult  if  we 
n^ect  KanMfcS  becautie  slaTery  r«>mains  in  her  constitution.' 
Now,  i4r.  this  ai«suuiptiun  is  sailly  wrong.  With  me,  and 
with  many  others,  under  thn  rirrumiitances.  it  would  be  a 
■ofllcient  n>a-i<»n  for  voting  afcaiust  the  adoptinn  of  thatcon- 
■titutlun,  if  there  were  no  other.  But  the  l*reiddent  must 
know,  or  (ihiiuld  know,  that  in  this  Ilnuee  there  are  those 
vho  are  earnustly  opputud  to  Its  adoption,  with  whom  the 
■laTery  clauim  Is  of  svroiidary  or  no  im|)ortanoe;  and,  sir, 
be  iHuht  to  knnw.  if  he  dot*s  not  that  all  over  the  land 
thenf  are  thou^inds  of  men — mi.'n  who  were  his  supporters 
a  twflrem<>iith  a;{o— who  care  little  about  slaverr,  but  who 
vill  lo<>k  up«in  the  ndmij-sion  of  Kansas  umlur  this  constitu- 
tion as  an  outrage  unparalleled  in  all  our  past  legislation." 

Hon.  C.  C.  Cii.irFEC  of  Ma^mrhuaetts,  In  the  House  of  Ro* 
presentativrs,  February  24th,  ItiM. 

**  .KwX  now.  I  ajik  of  the  cons'Trative  men  of  the  Si)uth  if 
they  an'  willing  that  the  institution  of  slnvery  shall  take 
this  H<liliti<>n:il  Tuad  uptui  itMdf,  in  this  day  and  generation? 
la  it  n«it  enoufh  that  it  has  concentratml  upon  itself  the 
world's  unnilttKated  scorn,  but  it  must  needs  take  upon 
Itaelf  the  additional  bunlen  of  Hecondinic  the  administration 
In  its  rrusaili!  aifainst  thn  free  labor  f>f  tlie  country?  Are 
fon,  th«  C4ini*orvative  slavchnlders  of  the  country,  willing  to 
allow  the  liiHtitutionii  of  your  Kcth>n  to  become  the  CKiuse 
and  xnArumtut  of  tlie  further  afrgrandiiement  of  this  ad- 
ministration— of  building  up  ami  further  extending  the 
power  and  rule  of  the  African  Democracy  of  this  country, 
who  seek  by  their  policy  to  Africaniie  its  productive  indus- 
try? I  tell  gi>ntlemen  plainly,  that  while  chivalry  once  had 
a  namt  and  a  prrttigf.  yet  in  these  African-Democratic  hands 
Its  gold  hits  liecome  dim  and  its  lustre  is  fiuled :  and  nuleaa 
it  i«  speedily  rearued.  Its  glory  will  have  departed  fbrever. 
£^ir,  the  civilised  world  cannot,  and  will  not,  look  on  com- 
placently, and  see  this  great  and  monstrous  wrong  consnm- 
■lated  upon  this  people;  and  their  anathemas  and>  ezecrar 
tions  will  be  hurled  against  the  inditution  in  whose  name 
and  in  whose  behalf  It  la  perpetrated.** 

Hon  Daxul  Clabk  oi  New  Hampshire,  in  tbo  Senate, 
March  15lh,  1858 

**  Thus  much,  Mr.  Pn>sldent,  for  the  law.  I  now  oome  to 
more  general  considerations  which  are  going  to  govern  me 
la  ref^rd  to  the  vote  I  may  fcive.  I  said  a  short  time  ago— 
I  aaid  it  ileliberat^'ly.  I  said  It  upon  mature  conviction,  1  said 
It  under  the  full  knowleilpB  of  what  I  did  say.  ai  something 
which  I  meiin  to  stand  liy  without  committing  anybody 
•lae— that  I  do  object  to  Kansas  coming  Into  the  Union  as  a 
•lave  state.  I  object  to  slavery  going  Into  that  territory 
now,  henceforth,  and  ftir  ever,  unlea*  the  sovereign  people, 
after  It  is  made  a  state,  in  virtue  of  their  sovereiin  power, 
Aooee  to  carry  it  there:  an>l  I  had  almost  said  that  I  then 
would  have  object i«in  to  It,  because  that  atate  was  a  part  of 
tbo  territory  covered  by  th**  old  .Missouri  Onnpromiw.  You 
trroed  that  compromi«e.  Mr.  PrenldenL  The  people  of  the 
IVorth  did  not  want  to  take  it;  they  did  not  went  slavery 
to  CO  into  Missouri:  they  wanted  that  to  be  free  territory; 
but  at  the  time  she  was  about  to  be  a<lmitt4Ml  as  a  slave 
■tete,  yon  put  in  a  provision  that  all  the  rest  of  that  territory 
■boald  be  free.  II  hy  have  you  not  kept  it?  Why  haa  not 
that  compact.  If  you  call  it  a  eompact,  been  kept?  Why  this 
■citation,  growing  out  of  tht  qoestlon  to  tece  slavery  ia 
Vumt   Do  yon  tall  ma  tbat  thai  oottpmnlit  waf  iineoaitl> 


tatlonalf  BappoM  ft  was:  I  aak  wfaelhor,  wban  yoo 
that  prov1«fcm,  and  agreed  Cdrly  to  It  at  that  time.  It  now 
beeomes  you,  if  you  can  do  It  hr  the  form  of  law.  to  wrsrt 
that  territory  flrom  ftvemeu  ?  That  ia  the  point  1  make.  1 
want  to  know  why  then*  has  not  been  honor  enough  in  tho 
people  of  the  other  side  to  malutain  that  pledge,  even  if  tliey 
were  not  obliKed  to  do  so.  when  they  forced  that  diviaion  oi 
the  territory,  and  said  slavery  shonld  not  go  to  Kansaa?  I 
want  to  know  why  the  other  aUo  are  not  willing  now  that 
it  ahooid  be  a  ftee  state!" 

Hon.  J.  B.  Glabx  of  MimourL  ia  the  Houae  of  RepresenU- 
tlvea 

**  The  delcgatea  to  the  convention  embodied,  prrsumpUvi  ly, 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  to  be  presumed  to 
have  acted  honestly  and  fiilriy.  No  one  haa  a  right  to  qvuM- 
tion  their  actfon  in  that  regard,  it  is  a  matter  between  tha 
delegates  and  their  eonstituenta.  If  the  delegates  mlarepra* 
sented  their  constituents,  let  them  settle  that  between  them- 
aelvee— we  hsve  nothing  to  do  with  It ;  and  whenever  wo 
undertake  to  control  the  matter,  and  asoertaln  by  other 
means  the  popuhtr  will,  we  bring  about  the  si«nes  that  wo 
have  had  on  this  flooiv-oeenes  of  crimlnatkm  and  recrimina* 
tion — and  we  strike  down  the  strongest  pillar  of  our  govom- 
ment 

*'  But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  some  counties  were  disfkvnebiaad, 
and  were  not  represented  in  the  eonventkm  at  all.  Walkar 
and  Stanton  say  so  now ;  and  yet.  If  it  is  true,  they  war* 
the  cause  of  It  Stanton  made  the  apportionment  hlmadl 
disfranchising  these  counties,  if  they  were  disfranchlasd ; 
but  yet,  he  and  Walker,  when  the  oonatitution  did  not  pre- 
cisely meet  their  views,  turnM  round  and  proved  recreant 
to  their  duty.  They  then  found  out,  for  the  first  time,  that 
the  delegates  did  not  ivpreMnt  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
that  tbey  had  no  power  to  represent  thoee  counties  to  whkh 
no  repreiv*ntation  wa«  given. 

**  1  make  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  order  to  relioTa 
that  purl  of  the  subgect  of  the  charge  of  non-mpreeentation 
in  the  convention.    The  charge  is  untrue." 

Hon.  Jaxks  B.  Clat  of  Kentucky,  in  the  Houae  of  Rcpro* 
senUtivvs,  March  3(Hh,  1858. 

'*The  only  matter  of  evidence  strongly  in!<isted  upon,  and 
appearinir.  iwlocd,  like  proof  that  the  ounstitution  is  not  tbo 
will  of  the  people,  is  the  vote  of  the  4th  of  January  last. 
But.  sir.  in  my  judgmvut,  that  vote  cannot  properly  be  oon> 
sidnred  by  us  at  alL  I  do  not  believe  that  the  lejdidatura 
called  by  Mr.  Stanton,  competent  as  it  may  have  been  for 
other  i)orposes,  bad  any  power  to  lubniit  to  a  vote  of  tba 
peopii.>  the  ronstitution  formul  by  the  represented  sova> 
reignty  of  the  people,  which  had  not  chosen  in  its  sovereign 
cap.t(*Uy  to  su>»mit  it  That  a  lan;e  portion  of  tho  people  of 
Kniisan  thought  so  themselves  Is  evkient  from  the  fact  that 
the  vote  was  all  on  <ine  sldu.  As  against  the  constilutlon,  if 
it  were  not  their  will,  I  lielieve  the  people  of  Kansaa  had  a 
cl«»r  le^l  n'medy.  I  b«<lieve  it  was  in  their  power  to  bavo 
furniithed  Congreiv  with  nimpetcnt  testimony  ai;alni>t  it  I 
mean  by  pt'Uttou.  They  liave  not  chosen  to  exercise  that 
right :  an<l  I,  for  one,  cannot  regard  a  one-i(i«led  party  vote, 
directed  by  incompetent  authority,  in  the  light  of  a  potition. 
which  is  a  clear  legal  rigbt  Sir,  I  do  not  as  a  member  or 
Congress,  give  any  weiicbt  whatMiover  to  individuNi  or  news- 
paper charices  againrt  the  Iieoiim|>ton  coustitutiiin.  1  beltevo 
there  haa  licen  fraud  and  vh»lenc»— fiir  too  much  of  fjraud 
and  violence  on  all  sides;  but  aside  from  the  question  of 
policy.  I  do  believe  that  the  Wfi'.:ht  of  testimony  licfore  us 
la  altogether  in  favor  of  the  propu<eil  re<inirement  that  tbo 
*constitntion  presi'iiteil  was  nt  the  time  of  its  sdoption  the 
will  of  the  |i«ople  of  Kansas  hvj.'fuUjf  expressed."* 

Hon.  Sbkreakd  Clxmrts  of  Vlnrinia,  in  tho  House  of  Ba- 
presentatives,  February  18th,  1858. 

**  The  American  distinction  between  a  conventi<m  and  a 
legislature  implies  ouly  a  dilTvrence  in  power  and  authority. 
A  legislature  can  Hct  under  a  consiltutiun ;  and  t(  ia  tue 
only  competent  Nidy  to  call  a  convention  to  change  It 
ThrouKh  thoi<«  mediums  the  whole  ikiwiT  and  maj^iy  ol  tht 
people  are  ss  fully  exercised  as  if  each  man  were  present  at 
an  active  partioipator.  It  is,  indeed,  the  percolation  of  tha 
will  of  the  people  throuKh  the  legb>lature,  and  thence 
through  a  convention,  tliat,  like  die  filtration  of  vrater 
throuirh  pomns  stonea  clears  and  purifies  it.  The  (leoplecan 
exercise  no  art  of  supremacy  or  letri^latiou  at  alL  except  by 
aawmbling  all  In  a  mass  conventlno  of  the  wholt  atate,  and 
taking  the  vote  by  the  he:id,  or  by  chosiiu  repreaen tatlvea 
As  the  first  is  imponsible.  the  last  became  here  the  grand 
advanced  idea  In  prjiitics;  and  the  exercise  of  inillvidual 
aovereignty  was  made  to  consist  In  the  choice  of  rejiresenta- 
tires,  with  such  powers  as  the  people  derided  to  give  them. 
The  very  power  competent  to  bind  the  people  In  otbor 
respects  is  competent  to  bind  thorn  in  tho  formation  ct  a 
conatltutkm.  Tho  idea  of  re-snbmlsskm  to  the  peopio  tbam- 
aalvsa  of  a  eimatltatkm  for  lati&ealion  or  rqjaetton,  or  li|dt> 
laUTO  Mti  whtob  tlM7  bad  t  xprwdy  aatbocted^viA  na^^H^ 
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kta  of  TspubHrniini  «t  tht  nm  of  tht  Rsvolatlon,  nor  «t 
ttM  ttbie  tbe  Federal  OoDetltntton  wm  fhrmed.  That  fprest 
iiistniib.«fit,  the  moot  iiii^|e»tic  product  of  Intellect  in  the 
world,  if  not  the  work  ^  the  people  of  the  Uokm,  u  n 
whole  <r  M  b  acgnif(ate  muA.  There  ie  no  provinion  any- 
where in  It,  nor  no  Uw  peiued  nnder  it,  nor  no  stipulation 
1^  the  fitderal  oonTentinn,  by  which  It  wae  poesible  to  afwer- 
tain  whether  a  miOnrity  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
Btateii,  counted  by  numbers,  were  In  favor  of  it  or  not  John 
AdamB,  in  one  of  hii  letter*  to  Jay,  eays  If  it  had  been  eub* 
mitted  directly  to  the  people,  it  would  have  benn  Tot«d 
down.  It  came  very  near  beini;  defrated  In  eeveral  of  the 
fltate  conTentlons  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  who  were 
«npow»«red  to  eonelder  it.  It  wa*  the  dliiruBsion  and  tcrutiny 
of  dellberatiTe  bodien  which  saTed  it,  to  throw  it*  broad 
hleanlnei  oTei  thU  continent.  Four  of  the  prewnt  etatee  of 
thh  Union,  dontalnlua;  a  majority  of  the  whole  population, 
vwM  haTe  rejected  the  conetltntlon,  and  yet  it  would  hare 
been  binding  as  a  coni*tltnt1on  of  the  United  States  npon 
the  nine  itates  which  ratifled  it,  containing  a  minority  of  the 
people. 

■*The  Declaration  of  Independence  itself  was  nnt  the  act 
of  the  people,  counting  by  the  head.  That  great  deed  which 
eliuged  our  relations  to  the  whole  world  nercr  was  sub- 
mlttd  to  the  people.  It  was  the  work  of  delesates  appointed 
bj  a  convention  In  each  of  the  colonies,  eaen  colony  acting 
fcr  Itself  They  were  Yested  with  a  general  grant  of  power, 
<  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measnres  which  said  Congress 
■hall  deem  necessary  to  obtain  redress  for  American  fn^er- 
aacea.'  They  announced  themselTes  as  acting  as  the  re- 
preeentatWes  of  tbe  Unit<>d  StattMi.  in  general  Onngress 
■WfimMifl  when  thfy  sppealeil  to  the  Supntme  Judge  <^  the 
world  for  the  reeUfoiie  of  th^Ir  IntMntluns.  Khode  Island 
existed  from  the  Revolution  np  to  1H42.  unJer  a  royal 
charter  from  Charles  II..  granted  in  1043.  Hut  (W»m  the  first 
colonial  cinatitutioo.  lurmed  by  Virginia.  6th  July,  1770, 
down  to  tb«9  last  of  the  orii^inHl  thirteen,  not  one  of  them 
was  submltt^-d  to  the  piK)plf;  but  th«lr  dulegatc*,  in  con- 
Tentl>m  afa«>mbled.  ordnintMl  and  fstnblUhed  thfiu,  in  com- 
pliaii<*e  with  the  plenary  powers  granted  to  them  by  the 
people  thi;m»elTus,  or  the  legislature.'* 

Hon.  Clark  B.  Cochrane  of  New  York,  in  the  House  of 
BepresentatlTes.  January  26th,  18AR. 

**  Had  1  been  a  momlicr  of  a  constitutional  cnnrentlon  of 
Kanifff  fairly  elected  and  constilutud  by  it^  people.  1  might 
have  acfordeil  to  tbe  owner  of  this  spt'cii'S  of  property  (as 
was  done  at  Topt'ka)  a  reasonable  time  to  riMuove  bis  slavos 
flrom  the  territory,  to  be  diR|M)Ked  of  in  any  manner  be 
thought  proper:  but  I  should  hHVfdnne  it  as  a  matter  of 
fsTor,  and  mtt  comxuleil  it  as  a  claim  of  right.  I  JcMiy  that 
any  snob  rii{ht  exiitts.  No  such  rlaim  is  rHC0i;nis<*d  by  any 
rule  of  jii.xlioe  or  equity.  *Tlie  praclice  of  the  oldiT  state's 
which  liave  atioli^hwl  flavt'ry'  has  nnthini;  to  do  with  tlio 
ease  under  consideration,  either  by  annlo;;y  or  olherwise. 
The  Justice  of  this  claim  iv  to  be  determined  by  tin*  Kani<a!<- 
Ncbnu>ka  art.  Ah  thi^  art  wam  put  forth  as  inauKuruting  a 
new  policy  in  rei^p^ct  to  the  territoriei*,  we  luve  a  claim  to 
know  (though  not  reNpi<nf<ilile  for  th<*  measun-)  wliat  are  the 
rights*,  if  any,  of  tho  petiple  undiT  it?  Is  it  (MmotNled  that 
the  people  of  a  territory,  when  they  come  to  form  a  state 
government,  may  exi'luile  and  alKilUh  Klavery  ^  Then,  sir, 
every  person  who  rarries  bis  slaTe«  into  the  ti>rritories,  carries 
them  with  nntiee  of  thi'*  unqui<!<itione<i  right  of  tho  {K'ople, 
and  suhjiTt  to  th«^  exercise  of  that  right.  He  gtM*".  knowing 
and  acknowle<l;^ing  thiit  tlie  |M!op1e  may  say.  whenever  they 
proceed  ti>  form  n  consiilution,  tli.it  property  in  human 
rning!*  Khali  no  Ion;;er  exi'«t  in  the  territory,  and  bo  goes  at 
his  peril.  If  the  pc«ip!e  j»ay,  *  We  give  you  timn  t<»  remove 
and  ditipo«e  of  your  plavei*  elsewhere.'  very  well:  if  not,  be 
has  no  ciiUM'  of  complaint  whiitHoever." 

Hon.  .T«inv  r«x'iiu\r«r  of  New  York,  at  Tammany  Hall. 

March  4th.  li*6S. 

*•  Kan-as  Mnir  admitte.l  8««  a  Mate  under  the  Lecompton 
conilituli-m.  have  her  ptn>ple  the  jwiwer  to  i-hanKe  or  in  any 
niaip*er  to  .titer  it  and  .it  any  time  tht-y  plon*»i' »  I  am  ntiti'»T- 
taln  that  1  am  warranti'd  in  detfiinin}{  thin  iiu-liemv  lon;;er 
thiin  with  an  aOiruiation  oi'  the  pmpoNition  nitplird  >iy  thi'« 
|nterro^at«»ry :  vet.  wi  ;f«'ueral  is  the  inf4Te'»l  which  (•••r»!ol«*s 
all  rliit<^-M  niMin  thi^i  moineiiiouH  Mil>j<-4>t.  tliHt  everything; 
pertinent  \\\  It  is  iMM»<ii«>st;d  "f  an  anitU-iHl  if  not  ii  nalur.il 
lm|K)rtiin'*<t.  It  ci-rt^tinly  cannot  W  .seiiiiux'y  (lUe^tioned 
that  thJH  power  r.^i-ie'*  in.  and  U  in>»epar:ililH  fpini  the 
pot^ph*.  f^njua  I  ft  iuatititfri'.  i^ju*  rft  nhnniiir^.  U  the  ianuU.l}.'!' 
cf  Ai^ernon  Sydney.     Kven  the  riivt>>rs  of  I^iv1i:ii-h  fuhni- 


wlth  ample  mtliurily,  oA 
James  Uadlmi,  la  Na  40  of  th« 


triL 


sent  CVmstitntloa  as  the  act  of  the  peopk^  ttaoBgh  M|ii—Hf 
recommended  by  *a  Tery  fcwdeputfaafrooi »  ^wn  fcw  ifaisy 
and  aseerto  that  tbe  •pp.^saty*-  of  tb«  paopla  *  Hoti  o^  al 
antecedent  erron  and  Irrsgolarltles.'  Kwy  eoMdtallsa 
of  the  original  tldrtsen  italss  has  undergone  dianno,  aal 
yet  the  oonstltntk»s  of  nonet  except  New  Huspilura,  ft> 
Tkled  for  alterations  or  admittSMl  them.  Tbe  eonrtUorin 
of  1821  of  the  sUte  of  New  York  waa  djaplaned  and  abn^lid 
against  its  express  providona  in  1846,  antl  a  newooewat 
adopted  by  the  people.  In  the  ease  or  Lather  «.  Bordn  (T 
Howard,  pp.  2^),  the  Supreme  Comt  of  the  United  Stttsi 
(Taney,  Chief  Justice)  esys:  <No  one,  we  beUere,  tm 
doubted  the  proiwsitlon  that  aoeonling  to  the  loeiStaHoei 
of  this  oountiy  tne  soverrignty  in  eTery  elate  reeidea  la  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  that  they  may  alter  aad  chay 
their  form  of  government  at  their  own  pleasure.*  la  Mi 
convention  which  framed  tbe  late  ooaetitatioii  of  Tliitah. 
a  proposiUon  was  made  to  insert  a  clause  providing  a  mode. 
for  its  farther  amendment  Tbe  prcqioBtUon  was  tijieiii 
on  the  ground  tliat  a  nu^jority  of  the  people  had  the  pewa 
at  an V  time  and  in  any  manner  thej  pleaaed  to  amend  tt* 
constitution,  or  to  make  a  new  one.  Amonc  the  roles  W 
which  it  was  r^ieetcd  wens  thoee  of  Jamrn  Madison,  Chin 
Justice  Marshall,  John  Tyler,  and  Littleton  TauvelL  I 
will  add  anc^er  anthorilj  whidi,  thou|^  eontcmi 
is  entitled  to  all  the  reepect  and  veneration  bei 
to  tho  great  past  During  the  debata  upon  tbe 
ekm  of  Michigan  in  the  Senate  of  tha  United  SteML 
Mr.  Benton  remarked,   'that  eooTentlone  were  iirldMi 


without  any  provision  in  their  constitution,  and  ma^ , 
or  abolish  the  whole  frame  of  government  aa  tbej  pleH& 
The  sovereign   power  to  govern   themselTee  was  la  Ike 


msjority,  and  they  could  not  be  divested  of  it/>^GeIei  k 
Seaton's  Debates,  vol.  12.  part  1,  p.  1036.)  ttr.  Am  k  M 
room  for  comment  upon  this  fonaalaUe  amy ;  no  cxeepdte 
to  their  general  current  Is  anywhere  to  be  fonnd.  They  m 
full  and  conclusive  upon  the  point  that  a  people,  tbion^ 
the  intervention  of  tludr  reprasentativea  In  eonventifoo,  U9 
clothed  with  tbe  power  of  abrogating  oU  conatltotiooe  ui 
of  establishing  new  constitutions  at  their  own  arUtiaiy 
pleasure,  rogardlees  of  legislative  law,  ori^anle  law,  cr  m$ 
other  law." 

lion.  ScBurLKR  Colfax  of  Indiana,  In  the  Honseof  Bepie 
sentatives,  March  20th,  1858. 

"  When  the  gentleman  from  MLtsisalppI  [Mr.  Barksdale] 
was  upon  the  floor,  a  little  while  ago,  he  pnt  eom«*  iulrrn^ 
gatories  to  van.  He  winhed  to  know  whether,  if  Kaasee 
came  here  with  a  ooustliution  adopted  by  her  pcuele 
reix)gniiiing  slavery,  I  would  vote  fur  her  admission  imdiff 
tliul  ctinctitution?  I  tell  him  now,  emphatirallv,  in  adtaaos 
of  the  speivh  which  1  have  pn>pare<l.  that  1  wimld  net 
When  the  MisKouri  compromise,  that  time-honor»l  oooipset 
was  repealed.  I  declared  then,  and  I  maintain  it  i»->w, 
that  by  no  vote  of  mine  shall  that  rvpeal  be  carTi^d  out  to 
what  1  feartHi  was  Intended  to  be  its  result:  and.  ihrrefor^ 
I  would  refuiHf  to  admit  iiLausas  as  a  slave  elate  under  axj 
contiugency.'* 

Hon.  MAKmr  J.  Crawtord  of  Geoixta,  in  the  Uooas  fi 

Representatives,  February  24th,  1^58. 

*<  But  It  is  urged  that  nlthouKh  thechsrges  made  Wkrai^ 
and  that  a  majority  of  the  i»eopledid  not  vi^i«>  at  all  rvawr 
elections,  yet  tli»  Le<<oniptuii  c<oiuiiitutl<Mi  wa«  voird  npcei 
legally  and  decided  against  liy  the  |«i«,>pU>  nn  tin?  4lh  *4 
.lanuary  Iai>t.  This  demand*  Ci>ni>|ilcniti<in.  but  is  nsalj 
o\ercomc.  Tlie  uuei«tion  made  is.  that  the  U>gisUtur«  uflfae 
territory,  (tilled  by  Secretary  Htanton.  dir«H>icni  thai  a  vole 
should  be  taken  ai^ainst  tbeconMtitutlou,and  ilut  thisWf» 
lature  was  legally  a/>semt 'In I,  and  p'tweNied  pi>wvr  to  ecad 
to  the  pe<iple  the  Leooniptou  oonstilutitm  tur  Mk^pttua  or  r^ 
jiN'tion.  Our  answer  is.  that  the  Ugi^lature  cnViug  ihe  ro» 
\ention  and  clothing  it  with  power  mi}:bt  liav**  liini^^^  it  in 
its  actiiiu.  and  required  the  whi'le  iv>n*(ltution  tf  l«  sa^ 
niiltetl  to  the  p4H)plc;  but  A'f  it  failed  t'l  do  «o,  thi-u  ibe  eon* 
ventii'U  WH4  fn-e  to  a<'t  a«  it  th(.u.£ht  prnper.  and  iitiia^e^ 
'{Wht  h>;;iMiiiture  couM  trammel  or  direct  iL*  action.  Tc  tfM 
oihemim;  woulil  lie  to  huld  that  Ihe  l»qi*lntwr*.  was  superloc 
in  p^iu-fr  anil  hoven'ignty  to  th<>  cnr  -n<i'"i«.  for  If  it  rouM 
Min'i't  and  (-ontnd  this  Kuhjeit  and  tliU4  tUfi^ii  tlie  rnustto 


nated  thedogmn  tli;ittlieM>\ci'>iin  piiweraloiif  {sfonip<>i<.>nt :  timi.  it  would  Iw  the  bitfh«*r  |Niwer.  and  lu  I4^swsinn  of 
t«)  the  nvi'Mlificnti-m  ><f  iTOMTMiMiMit.   What  w:i<i  thun  as-iani'il     nttri!>utcM  unknown  to  U:n»luUrf  lMiJii>it.    Tliis  legi»Utare 
by  tbe  parties  U\  the  h«ilv  alliance  I-  inherent  in  th«'  people 
of  the  United  .>tateK--iii>vereLMity :  anil  the  tiuiMU  is  innip-  : 


nblu  of  ar^cument  that  sui  r««MH'  jiowor  Is  irrespntmihle  even 
to  Itself  r>r  tbe  exi-rcJn'  nf  it>  functions.  Ihit  we  are  ohl{;rt^l 
to  depend  on  neither  theory  nor  foreign  Inntances  for  the 
fOf  port  of  the  ],>r«.>p<jaltiun.    Our  own  history  furuiahes  us  I 


(iiuid  |Mii<«  any  law  within  the  «n>pe  ot  its  JuriMll*:iif>n.  but 
nothing  more;  the  power  once  enjoyml  by  the  leginUlure 
hiiil  |»aM(ed  away  tn>Mi  it,  and  the  'ul'jtTt  was  alKtve  a'-d  be^ 
yond  its  rearh:  th>'  d<M>r  whu  t'l«'«cd:  tlie  art  was  nugaliry. 
and  the  election  waa  as  much  without  effect  aa  thou^  ll 
had  boen  upon  the  Kansu  act,  initeed  of  the  emuttt»Oa& 


.•  ilKlrliin  irMrh  twn  ban  u 


hmri  (b*  hi(ti  lulburln  of  II 
tUl  Iba  Kaniu-Mtbruill  (Ct 
UBftUj  cfmftmd  bj  vhat  b 
ptinl*  of  ft  terrflorj.     I  btrm 


laltrmgt;  liidpfd,  lh>t  It  !•  ItM  eight 

...    .  lot  »gr™  tu  Ibit  dotlriiH.    Th*  pro- 

plain  too  »T»rrl|rn  1o  ba  nqulnd  (0  do  thit.     TbtJ  «n 
flDllJbr  BpOD  4  oorT'DtlDD  tha  potrrr  In  mwkr  a  niniUlDlli>D 

Ttw  lOTanlcntT  OTar  tba  ttrrltorr  In  In  (hia  provrrnmanL 

~    '  '     n  to  tin  pvple  of  tlii  I'nitad  Stalxa.  ooa  and  all. 

<■  ova  It :  iiKl  tb'T  an  tht  raaJ  xiT^ 

•b*  aaluia  of  £lB(a  that  thaf  ihagH  liara.  *  All  iquatlK 

•ontiliiitlaa,  (ml  WTtnlgnlli*  of  all  anrta,  raolah  bilbca 

tha  mmtlgiitj  of  tfca  paopla  of  ita  Unliad  Btaira. 

■  BDt  l£a  PnaMant  mjt,  Id  nRr 


paopla  (or  tb.  p 
of  tba  peoplA  to 

it  baloon  to  tl 
Tba  paoplenf  it, 


itltotSom  ftpmad  bj  tha  p«of4a  i 


DMnaadVluTVU;  vilao 
dILj  In  tbhlr  proflvdlnia  1 


fu  CongTfM  to  adaHTao- 


Kasna  con- 


tnrr,  ahaag*  It  aa  IbcT  plaaM.  »\r.  Ilili  li  a  tny  blab 
Mlbaiil*,  lb*  l-niManl  of  tha  Ubllcd  Slat«;  bal  it  K  Id 
B;huniUajm]|niHnt,aTarTilaDCFTTiuiidDcirlnBaDa  a  vpry 
■Blma  OQO.  Tha  prople  rannnt  Mnd  IbanuvlkfH  \iy  a  nm- 
atttntlDBl     I  tboDKht  Ibat  wai  ona  of  Iha  ^raa(  vlrtupi  anil 

wb;  aaDDot  thtir  make  what  port  of  a  eonadtutkin  tlioT 
■Itual  Tfu  niDiUtuttoD  whicb  porarrlfat}  tnakca.  In  all 
Jta  parta  and  [d  at]  Ita  pDrpom,  EBnat  bo  Uia  rala  of  ronduct 
br  all.    It  nnDOt  t«  al<ilLhi<l,  ainfit  la  Iha  niDnnnr  pro- 

aaniiar  la  praKtibcd. 

itttatiofk,  tba  paapla,  by  thi^lr  Irraal'tlUe  povar,  aaj  In  an/ 

■onrwDHit.  Tbanhsotattatasnutltalknln  thr  UnloB 
&■!  doaa  not  Impcaa  aoma  ndrnlot  aa  to  (ba  oannrT  nf 
(hnia.  WbatvonU  a  eonatltDtkiB  ba  If  It  ttn  jDai  aa 
IkMatocbaoRaaa  anj  ordiBarji  art  of  Iha  laglalatsn  T    It 


'Tha  Irrrltorka  ill?Ua  Ibvm 

Uhln,  llllaMa,  iHUana,  11 „„ 

unla^  aod  iMBaawa,  and  MicbliiaB.  Iba  ItKMa(i 
I  -  povBF  to  maha  Uwa  In  aJi  aurt,  fiir  tba  (ood  gurarn- 
D(  of  tha  ptopka  of  iba  aaU  tarrlutr.  Ml  rnofsant  M 
iBCODidatant  stth  tha  OMaWstloB  aod  lawi  i/tba  UnHad 

In  WlKDDiln.  UlaBaaota,  Okcob,  rUriUa.  Ion,  t^ 

MsnlkBl  >nrd>  of  Iha  Kaoiaa  ^(bniiIaKt~' lo  all  rl(h(fBl 
But  vllh  tba  CUoatltBlIn 

vmaof  axpraadofk  bjpai^ 
.    Nataal]rlbr(IUi,6nl> 

— „ MM.  IlUnala,  Indlaoh  brt 

.  Hliamila,  and  Ontton,  did  Coofiaaa 

pan  acta  ipaclailji  avHaritfiv  IbaB  locallaaoBniBtloBurf 
ibnii  a  alata  tcyntaatiDt;  and.  In  anri  Inattaw.  aaaaMlu 
WlMBHa,  Ihaaa  bUli  pnnUad  all  tba  dalalla  of  tba  ooona- 
»oo,  Iba  DBDbar  of  dalagatns  lU  tima    ' 


-CanitiaHhi 
InKanablliwae 


apovar  Ihaj  pua^iaa  ara  Isich- 
Tbat  la  a  »rl  of  tatartlgotj 


Sbih  tl 


■OitanrrtoalliafeljtbraiuhnDttltDlloniL  iribajonild 
■a*  mak*  conaatDtlou  Mnd  IhamivlTaa.  tbair  anraralntT 
■anrmold  ba  aafc.  It  It  wanuot  lonolad  In  tbafnaitt 
tallBtt,  It  wnnU  ba  onataatlT  aatsplBK  lato  tha  haadi  of 
wn*  of  tboaa  gniUaDaB  vbo  eonia  talk  naal  al«|uaiiUT 

I*  Iba  pmola  about  tbafr  Imriatlbla  i ■ 

■vtfd  ha  lb*  aod  or  lb  - 


'atnly  In  Iha  pmpla. 

—  ,..., ,..J  tbrlr  aoranlpitT, 

Ih^  practical  aonnlfDij,  li  to  ba  aiarelKd  Uuouah  npiv' 
wtitiflm  «Bd  MapalaL  orar  nbom  Iba*  aia  (a  hold  tha 
incar  contnlj  anif  lo  Md  that  (ObikI.  and  to  Oi  aod 
«■&<  paraaont  and  opntlmhalc  •DTarrigBlT,  thai  muat 
patninUMIbcmof  aeonatltulloB,  Ttat  la  tba  only  an- 
iHrhr  popular  aoraralnlj.  ThmlD  It  aillt*.  ud  Arralg 
■kaaaultaiM.    H  h  »et  tma  that  tha  pwpto  caanol 

(b*  nsaUtDtloB.  Thar  au  nbal  anlnit  tbalr  on  eoB- 
■Htatkni  thejniy  ttoJatadidrovDlawaiidnnitltDllan, 


flB  thaoiiflTaa  bj  a  nioiidtutkni,  only  to  aioanti 

■■flt  la  tha  fILvdnl,  taDipna(a,  fi^oal  Biatbofl  wmcn  loa 

•OOftllnlkiD  may  ban  pnildad  tx  aad  ptcwrlbid.' 

Baa.  nmiT  WnrtB  Dana  of  MaarlaBd,  In  Iba  Houa  oT 

tm lalliii.  March  nth,  UU. 

■Iba  qiMlbn  b  nst  whatbar  ODapaM  aHV  bi  Iti  db«» 


'■iriha  tarrlloHal  law  can  aulborlu  >  CO 
can  binpt  a  mnp'tltutloD  hatlpg  atjjr  Iqpal  I 
ncDpiltlon  of  Oonirmjs  It  maMl  hata  Iba  rift 
appn)pria(«  (ha  larrKflij  Df  Iba  alala  l(  rrr 


awai  a  half. 
aooOiar  lUI 


Hd.  Dina  of  iDdlaoa,  In  th*  Hosa*  of  RapnMB- 

wka-Kanaaa  bill)  U  mihiall  anf  xCher  portiOD  gf 
mant(lh*aiDnlti]tliniuimn«ilw(laii.iinpttbM 
>a(o  (ba  'domcatlc  initltollun  oralaTcrr-' 
a  noiarhablo  aivultlptloQ.  What  f:aTa  rlia  Id 
on  Id  the  KaDH:i-\rbn>lia  art  'that  (ha  paopla 
aft  fFTT  M  tiimi  and  ngnlat'  Ihalr  JomHtlo  Isatt- 
ihi'lr  umi  war:'  ivhT.  Cnnanw  had.  rrom  tlB* 
lUlali'd  UD  Iba  luhjarl  of  dDmaatic  alaTtrr.  b«H 
HinoiBd  the  autbortlj  to  fcgliitatoiipoii  anj  otbai 
laatlc  lBTUtBtli>iu  ut  Iha  itiua  or  Icrritoclaa 
nl  Iha  liitbl  II  had  liatbta  aai 
KoUoB.  and  lall  II  on  Iha  (an 
lUalBitllDtlaiiaof  tba  itataa  i 
■d.  Ilka  Ibn.  bj  Iba  paa^  wl 
and  I  tbink  It  wrobl  fit  OU 


Yl8 

deed,  to  main  my  wcll-hifniiied  penon  §!▼•  it  a  diflln«nt 
•nnf traethm.    AgiUn  the  President  eaye : 

•«*  Domestic  instUutioDs'  are  limited  to  the  fhmlly.  The 
nUtioa  between  maater  and  elave.  and  a  few  others,  are 
*  domestic  iupUtutions,'  and  are  entirely  distinct  from  insti- 
tatlouH  of  a  political  character.  Besldea,  there  was  no  aues- 
tion  then  iMfore  Congrosis  nor  indeed  han  there  ^nce  been 
any  serious  question  before  the  people  of  Kansas  or  tlie 
eonntry,  except  that  which  relates  to  the  'domestio  institu- 
tion' ( f  dlavery." 

<*This  assumption  Is  still  more  noTol  and  remarkable. 
If  domestic  lnstitutk>nii  are  limited  to  *  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave,  and  a  Tew  others,'  the  *  few  others'  may  be  a^  im- 
portant to  thH  people  as  *  the  relation  of  manter  nnd  slaTe,' 
•nd  tbey,  by  the  TresidenVsown  showinic,  are  included  in  the 
tnms  of  the  act,  and  tthould  bare  been  submittud  to  tlie  peo- 
ple; and  why.  Int  me  ask,  not  submit  the  few  othem,  as  w«ll 
as  that  one?  Until  this  ingenious  disooTery  of  the  I'lwldent. 
I  Tenture  the  assertion  that  nobody  dreamed  of  ($ivinK  to 
the  phrase  *  domestic  institutions,'  sh  used  in  (ho  Kauras- 
Keliraxka  act,  a  narrower  scope  than  that  of  enibrocluK  ^li 
Institutions  belonging  to  a  territory  or  a  stale,  as  contra- 
dlMngulithM]  from  tlKise  placed  under  the  control  of  Con- 
by  the  Federal  OonsUtution." 
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"Id  Medon  twenMmr,  tt  k  ftafihtr 
leglslatlTe  power  of  the  territory  than  extend  to  off  rMCfsl 
tidoeeti  qf  iigigUai<m  coDsialont  with  the  OonatltatloaJ 

**  But,  sir,  this  aeetlon  not  only  Umlta  tbo  power  flf  lbs 
legislature  by  tb«  Constitution.  1»ut  It  Impowa  Che  ftaifhir 
Hmit  that  all  logisUtfcm  shall  also  hm  eomdatent  with  tkf 
prorislons  of  the  act  that  rrmted  the  leefalatara.  Tic  ew 
is  Just  as  ol«ar.  Just  ss  express,  aa  tho  other.  JSrpty  k|jiSa- 
tlve  art  whirh  conlllcls  with  the  or^nic  law.  is  hsra  msdi 


h 


■b- 


Ilon.  RroBX!v  Davis  of  Mississippi,  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatlTes,  February  '24th,  1858. 

*'  The  Terr  act  of  the  goTemment  giring  to  the  people  of 
Kansas  a  charter,  authorising  them  to  pass  laws  wr  Uwm- 
■elTes,  enables  them  to  do  anytLing  and  everything  necvMHry 
to  make  a  state  government  when  their  nnmbers  will  Justify 
it.  This  bi'iiig  the  case,  the  people  of  the  territory  can  only 
detormlne  for  themselves  wh«u  It  suits  tbuui  to  rliange  their 
political  htatns,  and  when  they  will  exerriira  the  full  so«  ereign 
act  of  making  a  stMtc.  Having  come  to  this  detemiin.itiiui. 
tliey  can.  for  the  first  time.  lncor|Mrate  In  th«>  n>mpact  b«>- 
tween  tbemwlves.  an  agreement  aH  to  whiit  vhall  Ik*  pniperly 
and  what  not — and  they  may  ali<o  aierec  that  ci-rtain  ihlixgH, 
recofcnifltnl  as  property  by  other  states  in  the  Union,  hlia'l 
not  exi»t  with  tli<>in  as  hucli,  and  can  oul>  be  exerclt<-J  in 
conventiiii.  l>y  which  the  compact  in  made— beraufie,  it  in 
only  in  ti:t'  exercise  of  the  high«t^t  art  of  Mverelitnty  that 
this  dei-iKl'iu  i-an  1m;  made.  It  it  the  result  of  the  agt'eemeut 
Bade  hv  each  of  tlie  members  who  compose  the  society,  with 
oach  other— whereby  everything  lielU  as  property  may  be 
divested  of  that  attribute  and  InvMtitd  with  the  elementh  of 
Other  property  not  previously  so  exlHting. 

**  When  the  people  have  thus  agretHl,  the  legislative  power 
cannot  change  the  condition  of  thiiics,  or  altiT  their  derree 
in  relntion  thereto.  It  is  thin  reasoning  which  pnthibit.i  the 
terrilurial  legiftlaturo  from  divesting  anything,  taken  tu  the 
territory  as  property,  of  th.-it  element.  ConKre^s.  b.ivinit  no 
powers  but  legislative,  cannot  do  it  lierKrlf,  and  of  cdurrie 
cannot  authorise  it  to  be  done. 

"Tho  people  of  the  territorj',  in  a  ptnti'  of  society,  cannot 
determine  whetlier  slavery  bhall  exist  or  not.  U!«  in  that  con- 
dition they  cannot  exercise  any  legal  control  ovi>r  th<>  ri};)its 
of  pen<on«  or  things — nor  ••an  Uioy  do  8  •  in  their  le^rfHl-ttive 
character.  They  havint;  derived  from  the  government  jKtwer 
only  to  enact  ruled  and  n-gu1nlionK.  whicli  in  Inferior  to  the 
power  inherent  in  the  peopla  li>  form  a  compact  h(«tween 
themw'lres.  To  my  mind,  then,  it  it*  most  clear  that  the 
only  peritMl  at  which  the  question  of  Hlavery  con  be  deter- 
mined is  in  the  convention." 

Hon.  IIenrt  Ti.  Dawes  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Ilouse  of 
Representatives.  March  8th,  1858. 

**The  Lecompton  convention  wss  the  creatunj  of  the  ter- 
ritorial IcgiHlature.  It  derived  all  its  authority  and  power 
from  that  legislature.  Xo  one  evpr  claimed  for  It  that  it 
derived  any  power  fn>m  tho  people  outside  of  tb<>  formn  of 
territorial  law:  for  to  do  that,  would  i»e  to  go  to  the  same 
source  from  which  the  Topcka  convontion  «lerivp«l  its  autlio- 
rity.  And  if  it  b««  'treas<Mial.le  for  the  one  to  drink  at  that 
fS^untain.  it  cannot  h«?  •  hijuV  for  the  other  to  partake  of  the 
same  iioisonous «lraui;)it.  If  then,  the  i/econipton  convention 
deriv.'d  .ill  its  power  an'l  authority  from  the  frritorial  lejris- 
Uture,  the  lluo^tion  next  ari^i*.  h.td  thf  Ii-uiitlature  its»'lf  the 
power  to  clothrt  this  cnivention  with  authority  to  form  a  n in- 
stitution and  ntate  povernnient .'  Now,  the  territorial  leiri^- 
liitnn*  derlvM  nil  it*  p<>wer  from  the  orsrimic  ai't.  It  ciiti 
terlve  i^iwer  from  no  other  jxiurce*.  el-m  it.  too.  will  tind 
'.tself  pilnn  for  sutliority  to  that  tn-a.-onahle  Mturce.  the 
)N>0|>le.  where  the  men  of  T^iH'ka  were  dohaui'h'-d.  In  the 
firganic  act  will  be  fttund  Itoth  the  creatiou  nnd  the  nieasun' 
of  all  lfdJ«lHtive  p'»wer  in  the  territory.  And  that  act  ha.s 
defliK^l  Hiid  M>t  limits  to  the  |iower  of  the  le;;i*«lature.  which 
It  creates,  in  express  tennx,  l»ey»>nd  wiileh  it  cannot  go,  in 
those  words — w-clion  twenty-fourth  of  the  act: — 

•**The  legislative  power  of  the  territory  shall  extend  to 
all  rightful  suLjccts  of  legislation  consistent  with  the  t^}n• 
■tltatlon  of  the  United  States  and  th*  piwisivnt  </  tHi$  atU  " 


voki  fv  want  of  power  in  the  leglalatiire ;  Jufit  as  mock,  aii 
for  the  same  reason,  that  It  would  b«  wokl  If  it  tmufliitii 
with  the  Cnnstltntion.  The  nricanle  act  Is  bMP»  made  a  pM 
of  the  eonsUtutlon  of  the  trrritory,  and  is  aupicaie  orcrta 
Intislature.  And  this  must  have  been  ao  in  tho  Datorsef 
thing*,  in  the  abM^neo  of  any  pnivision  In  tiM  onanie  kw 
upon  the  ruljeeL  For  either  the  organic  act.  or  the  ii'tWl 
lure,  must  be  supiwme;  both  cannot  be.  But  the 
act  creat*^  tlw  It^slaturei.  aud  could  not  thawforo 
with  greater  power  than  itself  bad,  and  could  not 
supreme  over  itself. 

*•  Now,  the  organic  act  nnwhera  providao  for  its 
version,  or  |i)r  the  substitution  of  another  governDMBt  in  to 
place.  It  is  the  charter  of  tlie  territory,  ami  Is  to  be  ■► 
nulled  only  by  the  power  whIrh  cnmted  It.  actiBff  npoa  11 
directly  by  re|ieal  or  modifieatinn.  or  iDdlrerdy  1^  fta  aft- 
mis^ion  of  tlie  territory  into  the  Union  with  a  alale 
tution.  whi<-h  is  itself  a  repeal.  It  necda  bo 
ahow  that  the  legiaUiture  could  not  dcleimto  to  a  cdbv 
powerii  which  it  did  not  itfeif  possnaii.  Nur  doao  it  i 
of  any  grvater  doubt  that  to  form  a  cnDBtitatloB  and 

fovemment  in  to  act  Inonnsiateutly  with  the  orgaala  law. 
t  Ih  an  attempt  to  transfer  the  fsaeratlv*  and 
power,  the  whoH^  machinery  of  guverument,  into  i 
and  if  put  in  ofieration  would  subvert  all  tenrlUirial 
•        *«•*        e««        *««s 

*'  There  is  anotlier  clause  in  the  orKanlo  act.  oAin  wmHaL 
from  which  it  is  thought  byimrae  that  aathority  iaderiiid 
to  form  a  oonstilutiou  aud  state  govemnsoot  withoot  aif 
further  enaliling  act.  That  clause  l«  the  ceMralsd  cas 
which  '  leaves  the  people  therettf  perfei-tly  ft«e  to  IbiBiaid 
regulate  their  domestic  InHlituilons  lu  tlieir  own  way.  nij^ 
Jecl  only  to  the  Constitutioii  of  the  United  8tatoa.'  Thai 
who  claim  lliat,  under  thii  clauw,  tlie  ^yuMvrc  hm 
rity  to  cTMite  a  niuventii>n  clothed  with  power  to 
constitution  and  state  government,  claim  |iir  the  _ 
nothing  h>ss  than  power  unliiuite«l  save  bj  the  OooAtital 
of  the  Uniteil  States,  end  forget  that  liy  a  subaeqaent  i 
the  (ower  of  the  i>ame  leglidature  lit  reatrlcted  to  « 
with  tlie  onranic  act  preckiely  as  It  ia  to  the  OonfCltnlfcMa. 
If  the  Ie.;islature  has  ^^ower,  under  thl*  clAtti«.  to  Inlliatea 
state  kTovernment  subverting  the  organic  ai-t  itMf.  tbca  it 
would  have  authority,  under  the  same  clnu'e,  to  prorkJr  to 
tho  election  of  a  territorial  governor  by  tlie  {•eople,  or  t-jdi» 
]ien$<e  with  the  prestMiee  «if  such  a  functiimnry  alt<>i7ethpr.i<r 
any  of  his  ofHiial  tluiies*iike  the  approviil  of  an  art  iff  the 
legislaluiv.  Ail  thiit  would  Imi  'their  own  way'  of  diin| 
buxiness.  and  would  cerTainly  be  no  more  subversive  (^(  liie 
orgauio  act  than  tlie  formation  of  an  entirely  new  icitver» 
ment.  Dibits  any  one  claim,  that  if  the  territiirial  Irgtolalart 
of  Kan^ait  i^bnuM  declare  that  its  acts  should  be  vnlkl  wn^ 
out  the  appmval  of  the  gitvi-ruor  or  a  vota*  nf  two-lhiria 
sui'h  acts  would  l>e  of  any  Mnding  (hnv?  And  why  lUrt? 
That  woulil  be  '  their  own  way.'  The  answer  is.  tliat  lbs 
organic,  law  h:k«  taken  thiit  power  away  frt>ni  tlie  leieislalws*. 
and  clothed  the  pivernor  with  a  \i:ti>'upiin  all  th«4r  acfk  to 
be  overrid'len  only  by  a  vote  of  twit-tliirda.  So.  U*y,  h«i  g 
taken  away,  or  rather,  never  grant«%U  lli*>  power  to  make  s 
constitution.  If  the  orir-tnic  act  ha**  created  a  legi^latwv 
supreme  over  iti^elf;  it  i^  a //.i  ti^  f.  It  was  iiut  at  tbr 
tM'ginning  of  tbiff  Si'^siun.  ami  in  his  aiiniul  mespap*.  tl-it 
the  President  hiniiNL>lf  i-laiuuti  that  the  full  iutent  and  ferv 
of  tliis  (-Iau>«e  was  exlnuwteil  by  an  offer  to  the  pv«>|>lf  *d  a 
vote  up.m  the  (lueiti'ih  i>f  slavery  merely,  without,  at  ihtt 
time,  tlie  sligh^i'St  pret«>ucc-  that  it  liad  (Kh  forne  of  an  cne 
hllng  act." 

Hon.  J.  F.  >'\RX!iW0RTii  of  Illinnl!<,  in  the  Houiv  of  Rspes- 

sentatives.  March  JOth.  lS.-.*<. 

"  I  oppow  the  a-Imissi  m  of  Kansas  as  a  «Jave  rtate.  a'wi. 
for  the  n-.T^m  tnat  "-Invery  i-i  a  curse  bi  any  mnntry.  aad  U 
any  pcofile;  it  c<)rrupt-i  ilie  nionils  aud  tlie  manners  of  tlie 
peoplH  when-^cr  It  e.\i^t^•:  it  pn-moii-B  poverty  and  i:'r.- 
mnce:  it  «legnnl<'s  iaV«tr.  :in<l  c<>itst-i)ueutly  baniale^  Wvr  Irw 

]  Inlior  from  th--  lan-l.  V-'U  uiL'ht  as  wv'.l  pn>hUii  by  sn  ail 
of  C.'ttt'gri'SH  iln'  «-rni'.:ra:i'>ii  of  thi>  free  laUiriiig  man  I'f  iLr 
North  to  th.ll  »»;!tf,  as  1 1  {H-runt  »lavory  li>  e\i!<t  ijjtri*. 
.Slavery  cranif-s  .iii>i  clujjri  the  ener;rlt»a  a'-i!  prioress  ^-f  a 
stnte;  retard*  imi-roveni'-ntn  :  wear^  out  en  1 1!<'| TrcutrV'.lie 

'  vnlne  I'f  the  soil :  in  tine.  Kir.  it  Ik.  in  aim  si  «-*erj  n  nroif* 
a>>1i*  liuht.  a  lur^e:     In  thii  coiirectioit  I  wi«h  to  rt-f-^  to 

J  s-ime  of  the  •H-niinient«  «hi>h  li.ive  U'en  uttered  by  ■  auia 
Iht  of  p>ntU>in  -n,  nieinlu'iM  of  Iht*  and  the  vth^-r  brir>i*h-( 
Coni;ress,  durtn^'  the  pfi-M>ut  se>sion.  and  to  reply  t<-  tkk 
threiit  of  disunion,  which  baa  liecome  so  oimomii  of  lalsi  ff 
wu  Jo  not  admit  KauNui  auder  the  iiaoomptoa  i 
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Son.  BsuBiv  XL  JtMfOsi  of  Ntw  York,  In  tli«  Boom  of 
lUpraMnUtivei,  Febnury  Uth,  1868. 

■*  Ociitlemen  oa  tb«  other  aide  of  the  Hooee  tell  ni  that  If 
the  LMompUm  oonatltullon  lenotendoned  tqr  OooKnM,  the 
Onion  will  bo  diMoWed.  As  much  u  I  love  the  Union,  and 
dieriih  its  hallowed  recollections;  an  much  as  I  reverenro 
the  memory  of  Its  fonudeim,  and  their  living  and  last  wlnh 
tx  its  perpotuation ;  as  much  as  I  hope  from  its  mii«iun  in 
the  field  of  liberty— I  would  try  the  ezperimenL  if  1  had 
the  power,  to  defoat  this  usurpation,  this  cheat,  this  ft-aiid 
upon  the  riRhUi  of  the  people  of  Kansas.  But,  sir,  1  laave  no 
nar  of  dlMolution  from  this  cause.  I  scarcely  believe  there 
are  fifty  thoumnd  men  in  all  the  South  that  wtiuld  rally 
■nder  the  black  standard  of  DinMlntion.  The  Union  in  not 
to  be  dissulved.  I  fear  vastly  mote  in  the  consummation  of 
lUa  Kreat  wrong— commotion,  atrifr,  and  bloodshed — and  a 
faptoach,  if  not  a  blot,  upon  the  great  ozperiwent  of  self- 
fOTenunenU" 

Hon.  L.  F.  8.  Fosm  of  Connecticut,  In  the  Senate,  March 

8th,  1858. 

**  In  the  territory  of  Kansas,  we  know  that  the  people  are 
•sceedinirly  divided  in  their  sentiments  In  regard  to  govern- 
ment. We  know  that  a  very  larf^e  portion— ninetven-twfu- 
tieths  of  the  peo|de  of  that  tenitnry.  a*  I  bi-lleve— are  in 
fiiTor  of  haviijg  it  a  five  Ht^te.  t)nv-twentleth  may  be  iu 
fcvor  of  having  it  a  slave  rtate.  Ilcre.  however,  Ik  a  roni<tf- 
tution  wbk'h  tvtabliKhe*  slavery  In  It  for  ever.  Now,  I  mv. 
establish  this  cnoRtitutlon,  and  it  ran  never  be  lawftilly 
abolished,  except  by  connent  of  every  slarehnlder  in  the 
•tats  of  Kanma.  If  it  can  never  be  lawfully  aUiIished  exr«*pt 
by  the  content  of  every  alavvholder  In  the  state,  it  idmply 
recognises  thin  principle,  that  where  a  rl|;ht  Is  secured  under 
a  eonstitutlon,  and  a  mode  is  provided  In  that  constltntion 
Ibr  amending  or  altering  it,  that  right  ran  never  be  afflicted 
or  taken  away,  except  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  mn- 
■tltution  itself.  Tlie  ac(iuli>irence  of  every  one  »  hose  ri;rht 
b  to  be  affected  has,  no  doubt,  the  same  effect  And  this 
principle  Is  applicable  not  only  to  the  owner  of  property,  but 
the  holder  of  office,  as  the  Judge  of  a  court,  a  sheriff,  or  any 
Other  officer  who  might  be  holding  an  office  under  the  old 
constitution.  If  the  people,  under  this  Inalienable  right  thnt 
la  talked  about,  should  make  a  new  conirritutlon,  elrrt  rew 
oAcers,  ordain  and  establl!ih  new  court*  of  Jo?<tlre.  and  set 
op  a  new  state  govemnieat.  all  tliose  who  are  holding  office 
mider  the  former  constitution  and  under  the  old  guvern- 
■•at,  unless  they  chose  to  give  up  their  poHitlons  and 
nequlesoe  In  this  revolution  of  their  government,  would  be 
lawfully  in  the  places  to  which  they  had  been  appointed 
under  the  original  constitution  and  under  the  original  law. 
•nd  ootUd  call  upon  the  Kxecutlve  of  the  Unlte-l  i^tates,  if 
thqr  were  atxiot  to  be  fhrcibly  removed  from  their  offices,  or 
tf  their  legal  behests  were  not  obeyed,  and  the  Kxecutivo  of 
tha  United  {(tates  would  lie  bound  to  call  in  the  physical 
of  the  country,  the  militia— the  Army  of  the  United 
carry  out  awl  to  execute  the  mandates  and  Juiig- 
its  of  the  original  and  lawfiil  legal  trlbnnali  under  the 
old  eonstitutlon,  and  never  allow  those  tribonsU  or  those 
oflUmns  legally  in  power  to  be  overthrown  and  dlxplaced  by 
tko  new  claimants.  Would  the  Supreme  Cbnrt  allow  whnt 
gntlemen  here  call  *  property*  to  be  disposed  of  hv  the  will 
of  tiie  majority  in  any  other  manner  than  as  pn^vided  in  this 
OMWtltntion  7  Ne,  sir ;  nobody  helicvei  it :  and  that  Is  a  tt-st 
of  the  question,  because  there  are  other  rights  as  dear  as  tho 
"Ight  to  property ;  and  If  that  may  not  l>e  done  there  is  an 
ood  of  thia  loose  talk,  as  it  seem*  to  me.  alir>ut  the  inalienable 
l^^t  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves." 

Hon.  Stbtrbi  C  Fostiii  of  Msine.  In  tho  House  of  Roprc- 
■antatlves,  March  10th,  1858. 

.**  We  are  also  opposed  to  the  reiluctlon  of  imr  own  fhw 
laboring  classes  to  tho  level  of  slaves,  by  c<»mpclling  them 
to  work  by  their  side.  We  claim  the  common  territories  as 
the  eomni'Mi  heritage  of  the  people — the  free  pet^ple.  Cer- 
tainly, if  slaves  cannot  nwo  themselves,  they  cku  have  uo 
tight  to  go  Into  the  territories.  Tlio  territories  must  eithi-r 
he  fn>e  or  slave.  If  the  latter,  then  free  lalKirent  have  uo 
fkirther  interest  In  thera;  for  It  is  a  wt>ll-estnhllshed  fuel. 
that  whereTer  slavery  exists,  the  slavehC'ldem  get  possessiun 
of  all  the  lands  that  an^  k'l^od  ft*r  anytliing.  Hnd  rn>wd  out 
Che  poor.  Miivery  and  frei)Juin  are  irrcniiiciiiibli'  an  oil  and 
water,  lln-y  rannot  be  tenant*  in  couiui*'ii  of  the  samn 
trrrlt'.»ry :  and.  slncv  one  mu>t  give  way.  whi.h  t-hitU  It  U; 
*Ji9  black  sisTe  or  the  wliito  ('n>rinanf  I  |ll^iHt  that  the 
plavu  n>u«t  In*  eZ''liide<i.  but  not  the  Suith.  Tlie  ;:runt  luas?* 
ol  the  ^uthtTi)  |M<o)ile  are  not  slAveholders.  mid  thry.  Ilk** 
v.^of  the  North,  an*  inti-re'te*!  in  kivping  out  the  Hlavec 
The  slavelinldrrs  themselves  may  20  nod  eiij<>y  tlie  ti*rri- 
torlM.  hut  they  niu"t  leave  tlieir  slaves  at  home.  But  it  h 
flrnely  asked,  shall  we  not  carry  our  property*  I  answer, 
■a!  There  Is  no  hartlship  In  excluding  a  particular  species 
#f  property  from  a  state  or  territory ;  it  is  a  enmnon  and  no 
90V7  heavy  grieranoe.    In  the  ttate  firum  wlileh  I  came^  the 


banks  are  permitted  to  Issue  one  dollar  bills;  and  we  find  It 
impossible  to  avoid  taking  them.  They  are  my  money,  mj 
property ;  and  yet,  when  I  arrive  in  Washington  with  nj 
pocket  fbll  of  them,  1  find  that  I  dare  not  jiass  them,  under 
a  penalty  of  ten  times  their  value.  Your  Congressional 
legislation  has  rendered  them  uMslees  to  me.  In  like  man- 
ner. 0>ngress  prohlMts  the  Institutions  of  mm.  gin.  and 
whUkev,  in  the  Indian  territories:  and  why  may  It  not  pr» 
hlhit  the  still  mors  pernicious  and  wicked  initltution  of 
negro  slavery  1" 

Hon.  M.  R.  H.  Oarnxtt  of  Yli^nla,  Ip  the  House  of  ll» 
presentatives,  March  22d,  1858. 

*<  Sir.  thi^  point  has  been  so  well  treated  by  Mr.  Oslhonn, 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  my  colleague  [Hon.  WHliam  Smith], 
that  you  will  excuse  me  (or  adi^tlng  his  words,  so  muca 
better  than  any  1  could  offer. 

*'*With  this  answer  to  your  second  question.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  reply  to  your  third.  It  is  In  the  fbllowing  words: 
'After  a  stale  has  been  admitted  Into  the  Union,  has  tho 
numerical  majority  of  the  people  of  such  state  tho  right  to 
alter  or  abolhh  the  constitution,  regardless  of  the  mode  pr^ 
scril»ed  for  Its  amendment,  if  any :  and  where  there  is  nonOy 
of  the  refusal  or  assent  of  such  utate  ?* 

"  *  I  answer— no ;  neither  after  nor  before  admission.  If 
the  right  exists  at  all,  it  must  l«  either  a  natural  or  acquired 
right.  It  cannot  be  the  former;  bocauso  all  such  rights  b^ 
long  to  man  in  what  Is  railed  the  state  of  nature— that  is, 
In  the  state  which  Is  supposed  to  precede  the  existence  of 
government,  or  what  Is  ca'4rd  the  political  state.  Although 
the  human  race  cannot  exist  without  society,  nor  socletj 
without  government,  yrt,  In  the  order  of  things,  man  must 
have  exii'ted  before  society,  and  society  before  government 
And  hence  it  has  not  been  unusual  fur  clt>nientary  writen 
on  morals  and  politlcji,  In  treating  of  the  rights  and  dutiei 
of  man.  to  regani  him  in  each  of  thei^e  siiites.  In  his  na> 
tural  state,  he  Is  considered  simply  as  an  indlvldiml,  with 
no  superior:  and  his  rights  and  duties  are  deduced  from 
those  fkciilileA  and  endowment.-*,  pbyslral.  lnt"Il<-<"lUHl.  and 
moral,  which  sre  common  to  the  race.  Keganli'd  In  this 
litate.all  art*  eqnal  in  rights.  In  it.  each  Individual  is  the  solo 
master  of  IiIm  own  actions;  and  there  arc  neither  nmjorttlei 
nor  minorities,  nor  the  rights  of  msjoritii^  and  uilnoritlei. 
In  tho  fither  or  political  slate,  be  ren<M-8  to  L»i>  n'gunled  In 
this  Isolated  and  Independent  character,  and  is  vh'weil  as  a 
mrmlier  of  a  ttody-polltic,  or  a  state:  thst  isi,  a  society  or^ 
ganiziHl  under  a  trovernment,  which  represents  it"  sovereign 
will,  and  through  which  It  act^.  It  is  In  this  state,  and  this 
only,  that  mnjoritirs  aud  minoritlea  are  known,  or  have.  •■ 
such,  any  rights.  Whatever  rights  they  posses,  are  (lolttloal 
rights — the  whole  class  of  which  arr*  a<Hjuiead — and  art 
culled  conventional;  tltat  is.  rights  deriveil  from  agreement 
or  compact,  expressed  or  Implied.  How  aliSUnL,  then,  is  Itf 
to  Suppose  the  right  of  a  migoritv  to  alter  or  abolish  the 
conftitutlon  Is  a  natural  right— angbt  belonging  to  man  r*- 
gardo<1  as  existing  in  a  state  of  nature— when,  in  that  state, 
majorities  and  minorities  are  unknown. 

***If,  then,  the  right  of  the  majority  exist  at  all,  it  must 
be  as  a  conventional  right;  and  fortunately  fi^r  tlie  derision 
of  the  question,  if  It  reallv  exists  In  that  character  in  our 
syotem,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  In  finding  It.  The  provi- 
dent fore»>lght  of  our  ancestors  has  not  left  to  conjecture  or 
implication,  In  whom  the  right  to  abolish  constitutions,  or 
forms  of  government,  resides;  nr  how,  for  the  moj<t  part,  it 
irt  to  be  exercised.  In  every  case  (Including  the  Federal 
Constitution)  except  Now  Jersey  snd  Virginia— and  recent- 
ly Rhode  Island — the  authority  by  which  It  is  to  be  exe^ 
cised,  and  In  what  manner.  Is  designated  in  the  coustlti^ 
tions  themselvca*  •  ♦  •  e  • 

*' '  Now.  as  the  right,  if  it  exists  st  alU  must  exiftt  as  a  eoi^ 
ventional  right;  that  Is,  a  right  founded  on  express  agreo- 
mcut  or  compact,  or,  in  the  atsenct>  of  such  an  one,  implied, 
it  follows,  from  the  statement,  that  it  does  not  exlnt  by  es> 
press  agreement  or  compart,  in  any  of  the  cases  where  pn^ 
virion  is  made  for  amending  the  constitution;  nor  (tin  It 
exist  by  Implication.  In  any  state,  unless  In  tho  only  two 
where  constitutions  m:iku  no  provisions  on  the  subject.* 

'*'Wliy  was  it  not  left  to  the  discretion  of  Cbngresa  and 
the  <ktate*  legislatures,  to  rail  conventions,  or  propose  amend- 
ments Ui  the  people  for  their  ratification?  It  is  not  iiecause 
the  )iowi'r  of  doing  either  was  iloubteil.  but  because  thoso 
who  framiHi  them,  while  they  were  too  wise  not  to  see  that 
amendments  would  liecomc  neresfary,  were,  at  the  saoio 
time,  too  di-epiv  impresi'ed  with  the  danger  of  frequent 
i-hsngeH  In  the  nindamental  law  of  a  state,  to  permit  amend- 
nients  to  lie  made  with  tiio  murh  CiriUty.  To  meet  tlie  one^ 
It  was  nccesMary  tliat  they  should  Is*  left  open  to  amend- 
ments, and  to  guard  again  «t  the  other,  that  rustrlctlono 
should  be  Imposed  on  the  amending  power;  or,  without 
Chcii),  (he  numerical  miOorlty  of  the  legislature  might  call 
conventions,  or  propose  amendments  at  pleasure,  to  bo 
adopted  by  a  like  majority  of  the  perjple.  The  eooeeqiMnoo 
wodld  be,  that  consUtntlona  mi|^t  be  changed  with  almot 


IHtimln  tfalMhdUtr.UuI  In  nil 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 

fis  ]*gU«lvri.   Tt  b  to    Hn  dr 


■"Td  daoTlnCt  bowerer.  lb 
nwd]«a  Df  tb»  funzu  prevr 


«tld  not  nfctunl  ri^hti  kx*  tht  tahinet,  Ibn  pfoptv.  v  b 
t«M  lUbul.  nn  rwirdcd  u  soimlltutlnil  ■  bod]r-p>UUc.  nr 
■tate,  iDd  Dot  marrlv  u  w  inanT  ludlililoiU.  Il  ti  nnlr 
vhsB  »  n(t*Td«d  uut  t^eH  poueat  antf  pqfificnf  ridAf' 
T1i»d  IsdiTlduilIf ,  m>  Uix  ^Itmsoti  oT  >fal>^  lb*  badr-ppl 
tin  If  hvmed,  tb*j  poiwi  none  but  DAtan]  rlgbtn,  Tus 
In  dtbtt  llxhl,  tlie  pMtik  tnaji  tiltr  nr  *1»l)i>b  Iheli  ainil 
tnUon;  bot  witb  Cbl>  dlOWcrin-tliil  la  Ih*  tormxr  Ibry 
au  onlT  do  It  bf  KllDg  uotdinit  lu  (hv  prrKrilMd  ftnnr 
wban  tban  in  ludi,  ind  *IWD  tb«n  *r*  aaitrthTaug 
tha  M«iWJ  oC  It!  TepnfeDtalhv  and  orffaii,  tba  i^rtaincii 
l(  tb*  (UM 1  vhUs  Id  tbt  litlM-  tb«  art  IndlTldnillT.  an 
M  iDdMdul  MponiaUlitT-  n»  ow  Ik  h  poUUisI,  ud  tt 
OUiu  B  ulonl  riithl,  Dr.  u  nriull;  «11«t  Id  iwh  n» 
i(f  rmthiliim:  ud  an  bt  Nnrtaid  to.  riibtfullT, 

.   ..._    t..    ..    ._    y^    ij,^,   5(|J,^„  )[, 

LOd  UpfllllllHI 


OdlTwht 
vUolilt 


n  ODlj  wl 


nuDli;  lixbLfull;  R 


K,  Uk*  lixtlTtdnili  < 


In  Uh  Kn*(  ol|}Kri 
niritT  and  upaiiiH  ~  ~'  ' 

M  OIlHr  Ml«(r  CI 


wlfaaro 


I.  Bui  u  ■  naluni  rli^L,  II  l>  thn 
I  iiotlliiitnrDiiOwlIln!  allJmuKh  I' 
id  pmdrDtly  dk«v[hk1  by  onm  mm 


S-rSfwiin^ull?. 
<^hr>ow  lb«  nTmwnti 


gruidrliictlnn.fhril 


''-  th.  n»...    ,..„,„._^     „ 

....  md  wivlf ,  I  njH' 

■alnnt  n-h  i,nd  i>rKl|<IUt*  rhaacp.    Hapfrr  tha  rUiw 
■d  nid  Uut.  KtiHtiFiFi  Ibt  IrxItlKtiirp  think  It  nni^mi? 

>  ammd.  It  imj,  at  lt«  mnilar  ipailnu.  hj  a  twn-t'-'"* 

■UaaninBllou:  wodM  It  Mtnii  tbal.  il  an  nil 
awtnajori^nitcBiliAtrallariinnDlliint  fi 
Dd  neHharOmlbBrnarrrnrnD-iblnbihiixll  amafntlno 

""""  tin|>1)r  thb  prinvr  iif  a  vnjiHU  only  to 


ItDtlijonl  pri'jirrlptiiiii  rd 

OVturmiDi-li  whu  hIinU  inrhd 


ndi^t  111  I< 
'    Thia  rln 


on-tnti-tbird'  -t  ll»  ln.-1-lali 


|p  cmintry.  nf  Ihr  Ni 


ni"unt  wllh  rat  Imlay. 
id  f>f  tbt  niuntTT.  and 
■■41  an  llw  >h<nt1b  aiT 


iiulil  awl  wui  tfaifir  lilwrilrii.  and 
mar  driTr  mefrmn  vy  imItihw? 
w.  wl.U..  1  hat-  an  inu  to  mlat 
It  10 1><1  or  a  haad  to  tlitlU)  lOB 


iiKtadDltKaiuaaiaBalaia  wlik  ikaUM* 
«.   loanaKadnllbMaaiodanMalava 


'    It  dapMida  BpiB  ■  >lNEta  |T<«»ll 
(  aoD-laknnillni.  nvunad  by  Oa 

^._yot  tkanaBbyln  tb>  laat  lYnMn- 

■Idartkw.    DaamM*  ft«a  )<■«  ¥ork.  l^awylnaM^aBi 


Hon.  Umi  C.  OaoBWCr  ef  Hfw  Tok,  la  tk*  Bsh*  tf 
RapKntnutlTK,  Tcbiwy  Mtk,  IWS. 

"  NstwIUutandbii  aU  lUa,  t^  admlBlatrattiK  bbhAh 
to  lb*  ma  of  Itaa  BatMa  Ua  da* Mte  to  tko  taUtJH 
alarary.  baatna,  wUh  tha  powtT  and  InlnsBiaaf  tba  »<■» 
BiBiit  it  (oatndik  ui  DOBipWa  tUa  dailM  and  labeaMa  ih- 
fpliwyi  and  oriia  UUn(niia.at  tba  nab  of  dtll  atilfctai 
liloi-d^brd.  to  tm*  ml  obIi  Ibia  canalltaUim.  bat  alata  1» 
cvmaiHl  ihv  iBiUtotlDD  DfidatatT.  upon  tba  paaaUatliBi 
•ah  aitalurt  tbHr  cnrdnl  and  nowiM  itilL  8ik  M> 
aluiniitwniawabaBaiiMiTtrllorTttribaUaa;  toa^ 
wwld  amuaa Uia irbiila laad^aad  tail brth a  iiiumiil^ 
Ihr  Inlli.i-boi,  coaipaTad  vltb  wbkb  tba  wIbIh  it  »a 
la-ooh;  nflba  Ira*  aUtM  at  lb*  PrtaUtBtlal  JaeUaBrfm. 
HDuld  ba  but » tba  *hW«ln|i  of  tba  ubmc  aladi  li  A* 
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•  And  It  li  Ihr  Mm  MMv  sDd  piod  of  mankind,  that  ft  MUnii 
opportunity  of  d*Ang  thlii  tTrry  nliMttaen  or  Cwonty  jMn 
noold  b«  pmTidnl  by  th*  coniitliutlon.'  Ao.  (JeifenoD'i 
Work^  Toluin«  7 :  jMigMi  14. 16,  and  Id.) 

*'What  mifaint  th«  nanmraaii  nmTantloni  which  haTv. 
flrnm  tinii*  to  time,  bi^n  bi-ld  to  fratne  and  ehanga  cnniitlta- 
Uoniif  Wb,^  pat  the  pttvirnf  amt^fidmnnt  Into  yonr  roniti- 
tutioB*  bimI  iMiintnut  a  pKrtlrular  minSaof  anMiMlmcnt,  If 
thin  phram  In  your  bill  of  rtiehta  enablit  the  p«0|i|e  at  any 
time  in  any  way,  crmiititntfnnatty  and  lnKally,  to  tumbln  their 
|{OTcrnnu*iitM  to  the  itniund?  Why  require  two-thirds  i>f  b 
WftMaturu  to  past  an  art  ttt  eiwemblc  a  oonTeution  ?  Why 
ffo  into  all  thiH  li)nnBlity  if  the  piwple  have  the  ligciit,  at  all 
ttmxi,  and  In  nny  mannor  they  see  flt,  t^aUjft  and  not  by 
revolution.  Ui  chanire  tlie  conitituUonf 

^9lr,  thny  r^niiot  do  It.  If  thfty  undertake  to  ebanfce 
tbHr  connlltuiinn  in  a  nunner  not  authorlavd  by  the  eon- 
•titntion  Itiielf.  it  in  the  riifht,  and  may  become  the  duty. 
Off  the  exiftin^t  i^nvemment  to  redit  audi  an  attempt;  and 
I  tell  you  that  if  blond  be  epllt  in  such  raviiitance.  It  i*  not 
•Iwayt  a  penul  act;  if  life  be  taken,  It  ia  not  manalaufshter; 
If  property  be  tnken  and  houaea  entered  and  aMtrrhwl,  It  ia 
not  treapufl.  Look  at  tlie  Kboile  laland  caae.  It  furnhheti 
an  llluairation.  At  the  periiMt  *]t  •lie  American  Kerulutlon. 
Rhode  laland  did  not.  liku  the  other  iitatea.  adopt  a  mnnti- 
tntlon,  but  ontinued  the  ftrm  if  fforemment  eatabllKhi><l 
by  the  charter  of  Charlet  the  dei-ond.  In  IMl.  the  pRf>ple 
hield  me«tin^D  and  P-nni-d  aAMtrlmioua.  whirh  r<HiultiKl  In  the 
4eetli>n  of  a  conTentton  to  f«n»  a  mnatltntton,  to  be  «ub- 
mitted  to  the  pi^pIe  fhr  t!ii»ir  adoption  or  rejection.  The 
oonrentlon  framed  a  conatitutkia.  directed  a  T(»tn  to  be  takon 
upon  It,  declared  afterwanla  that  it  had  been  adi>ptpd  and 
ratified  by  a  inxjorlty  of  thf  people,  anil  waa  the  paramnant 
law  and  conatitulion  of  Khf>le  laland.  Vndi*r  ft  eW'tiona 
were  held  fir  p>Temor,  m>*iiibera  of  the  letsi'latar^,  and 
Other  ofllcira.  who  aB!iem>il<.-l  tttpithi.'r  in  .May,  1S4'J.  and 
proreeded  to  orf^niie  the  ii>fw  {coTernment.  Ilut  tbr  old 
foremmrnt.  under  the  charter  of  (Tharlesi  the  Hecnnd.  did 
not  acquitf^otf.  On  the  cnntrary,  it  paaaed  atringent  lawg. 
and  finally  deciarrd  the  atate  under  martial  law.  I  will  not 
•top  to  give  furthiT  partkulara.  Th«»  people  tried  tn  enforc** 
the  now  govemnicnt :  the  old  charter  f;ovHmment  nt<lrtv<l. 
The  people  W(>ro  put  dt>wn.  Tht*  legHlity  of  tlii-Ir  moreinout 
waa  teated  in  the  cf»urta.  and  It  waa  decided  to  be  lUi'i^l. 
becau**  douv  without  the  Miictlon  of  the  old  guTernment. 
The  effort  of  the  piniple  waa  treated  aa  ivheliloui  and  inMur- 
rardonary.  I  iriTe  no  opinion  upon  the  determination  of 
thla  caMS  aa  being  right  or  wrong.  I  allude  to  It  aimply  aa 
an  Inatanee  where,  in  an  extreme  caae,  the  people  were  not 
•lloweil.  on  their  own  motion  and  without  cunNent,  to  reform 
or  alter  their  government  In  their  own  way." 

Hon.  0.  A.  Qnow,  In  tha  Honae  of  RepreaantatlTta,  March 
Kth.  185S. 

**  Peace  among  a  hraw  people  la  not  the  fruit  of  injuatkro, 
Bor  doeA  agitation  ceaae  by  the  perpetration  of  wrong.  Ftir 
a  third  of  a  century,  the  advocatea  of  aUvery,  while  exer- 
ciaing  unreatrlcted  apeech  in  Its  defence,  hare  airuggled  to 
prevent  all  diacuaalon  a.!ainat  it-~in  thii  South,  by  penal 
■tatutea,  mob  law,  and  bmta  fbrce  *,  in  the  North,  bv  die- 
penlng  aaaemblagea  of  peaceable  citlzi'ua.  pelting  their  lec- 
fturara,  burning  tlieir  balla,  and  deatroying  their  prcanea;  in 
thla  Ibnim  of  the  people,  by  finality  rrmilvfa.  on  all  lawa  f>^r 
tha  benefit  of  alavery,  not,  however,  to  afft^t  thoae  in  behalf 
of  flraedom.aud  by  attenipta  tn  atlfle  the  great  conatitutioniU 
rlghtof  the  people  at  all  timei  to  petitiun  thi>ir  gOTernmeut 
Tat,  deapite  thrvata,  mub  law,  and  finality  rertolvc<<.  the  dl*- 
'  in  Koea  on.  and  will  continue  tn,  no  long  aa  right  and 
it  juftica  and  injuatjce,  humanity  and  iuhomaolty, 
riall  fftrnggle  for  aupMma:^  In  the  alTiiira  of  men." 

Hon.  JoH!f  P.  IIau  of  New  Uampahlre,  In  the  Senate, 
January  21at,  1858. 

"  Sir,  you  are  now  propodng  to  carry  out  thla  Dred  Scott 
dodalon  by  forcing  upon  the  people  of  Kantaa  a  cnnatitutinn 
against  which  they  have  renionatrati-«l,  and  to  whirh  there 
ean  be  no  aliaditw  of  doubt  a  very  large  portion  of  them  are 
oppoaed.  Will  it  aucreeil?  T  do  not  know:  it  Ii*  not  fbr  me 
to  aay :  but  I  will  nay  tbl^ :  If  you  fiirce  that— if  you  perKe- 
Tere  in  that  atti*mpt — I  think,  I  hopi'.  tho  nifu  d  Kamtaa 
wiO  fi^ht  I  hope  ihey  will  reaijit  to  blih-|  And  to  dH»th  the 
attempt  to  fon-e  them  to  a  HubmlMlon  H.;iiln)>t  which  their 
fkthen  contended,  and  to  which  they  nevrr  would  have  aul>- 
mitled.  Lf-t  ine  t<>ll  you,  air.  I  stand  net  hi'ro  to  uw  the 
languagt*  of  intimidation  or  of  menace:  liut  y<iu  kindle  the 
Area  of  dvil  war  in  tlint  country  by  an  nttvmiit  to  fonv  that 
oonttitution  on  the  nocka  of  an  unwillln:;  p«iiple:  and  you 
will  light  a  fire  that  all  Democracy  oaiiui<r  i|uench— ay,  idr, 
Ibaia  will  come  up  many  another  Peter  the  Hermit,  that 
wDl  go  thrr'Ugh  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  thla  land, 
tolling  tiM  atory  of  your  wrongs  and  your  outragi'S :  and  they 
wU  stir  the  publw  heart;  they  will  raimi  a  Jeeiing  In  this 
•oontry  auch  aa  baa  never  jot  oeen  raided ;  and  the  men  of 
fido  eoontry  wlU  fo  Ibrth,  •■  Ihoy  dM  of  oUob  tuna,  In 
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aoollier  emoado;  bat  H  wfll  not  bo  a  etvoado  to  redeem  Ika 
dead  aepnichre  where  the  body  of  the  Cmcifled  had  lain 
fkom  the  ptofiuiatkm  of  the  Infidel,  but  to  redeem  thie  fUr 
land,  which  Ood  baa  given  to  he  the  abode  of  freemen.  fh»c 
the  deaecration  of  a  deepotlam  aought  to  be  Impoaed  upon 
them  in  the  name  of  *  peHeet  fhiedom'  and  *  popular  aora- 
raigntj."* 


Hon.  T.  U.  HAMMOsra  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  Senate^ 
Mareh  4th,  1968. 

**  I  think  that  the  Seimtor  MI  into  a  fundamental  error 
in  bia  report  dhteentlng  (W>m  the  report  of  the  m^ority  of 
the  territorial  committee,  when  he  naid  that  the  convention 
which  framed  this  conntituUon  waa  *  tha  creature  of  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature;'  and  fVom  that  error  has  probably  arison 
all  his  subsequent  crrora  on  thla  auhject  How  ean  It  be 
poealble  that  a  convention  abould  be  the  creature  of  a  terrW 
torial  l^alature?  The  convention  wan  an  asiiembly  of  the 
people  in  their  higheat  aovereign  capacity,  about  to  perform 
thtdr  highest  poaaitile  act  of  wvrreignty.  The  territorial 
legislature  Is  a  mere  provlnional  gnremment;  apettf  eoi^ 
poratlon,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Omgreaa  of  the  United 
i^tatea.  without  a  p.irti('k>  uf  sovereign  power.  Shall  that 
interfere  with  a  aovervlgnty— inrhi^te,  but  still  a  aova> 
reignty  ?  W  by,  Congr**aa  cniiiiot  interfere :  Congreaa  cannot 
conftsr  on  the  territorial  legUlnture  the  power  to  interfere. 
Cungrera  is  not  sovereign.  Congreaa  haa  sovereign  powers, 
hut  no  sovereignty.  CongnMM  hoa  no  power  to  act  ontside 
of  the  llmiutions  of  the  Constitution ;  no  right  to  carry  Into 
effect  the  supreme  vrlU  of  any  pe^iple;  and,  tbarofura,  Cbn- 
greas  is  not  aovereign.  Nor  doea  Congreaa  iKild  the  sove- 
reignty of  Kansas.  The  sovereignty  of  Kanaaa  resides,  if  it 
re"|tii*a  anywhere,  with  the  aoven-i^rn  atates  of  thU  Union. 
They  have  ounft-rnnl  upon  0)ngn*ai>.  among  other  powers, 
the  authority  of  admlniKterin'.;  aurh  aoverelgnty  to  their 
aatlAfiiction.  Thi-y  have  given  ConKrean  the  power  to  make 
needful  rules  an<i  regulatlona  regarding  the  terriloriea,  and 
they  have  given  Congreaa  power  to  admit  a  state.  Under 
these  two  powera,  Congreaa  may  flrat  eataUiMh  a  provisional 
territorial  government  merely  for  niiiniri|>ai  purposes;  and 
when  a  state  haa  lerown  into  rii;htful  sovereignty,  when 
that  sovereignty  which  has  been  kept  In  abeyance  demands 
recognition,  when  a  community  ia  fi  rm*>d  there,  a  aodai 
Compact  created,  a  sovereignly  liorn  aa  It  were  upon  the 
aoil,  tlien  Congreaa  la  gifted  with  the  power  to  acknowledge 
it,  and  tlie  legiitlature,  only  by  mere  usage,  oftentimes  neg^ 
lected,  aasiata  at  the  birth  of  it  by  paaning  a  preoedent  raoo* 
lutlon  aasembling  a  convention. 

**  But  wh^n  that  convention  asaemblea  to  Ihrm  a  constitu- 
tion, it  assembles  in  the  highwt  known  rapacity  of  a  people, 
and  haa  no  superior  In  thla  government  but  a  state  aove- 
reignty;  or  rather  the  atate  aovereign  ties  of  all  the  stains 
alone  can  do  anything  with  the  art  of  that  convention. 
Then  if  that  convention  waa  lawful.  If  there  ia  no  ot^ertkm 
to  the  convention  itself,  there  <*an  be  no  objection  to  the  action 
of  the  con  ventlun :  and  there  la  no  power  on  earth  that  haa  a 
right  to  inquire  whether  the  iimvention  n'lin* •viit*Hl  the  will 
of  the  people  of  Kansas  or  not.  1  tin  not  ikmbt  that  there 
might  be  some  cases  of  aurh  gross  and  iwlpable  fk^uda  com- 
mitted in  the/riratfi/iott  of  a  mnventktn,  aa  miieht  anthorlie 
Congress  to  investigate  them,  but  I  can  scarcely  mncelve  of 
any :  and  I  do  not  think  that  Congre«a  ha«  any  other  power, 
when  a  atate  knocks  at  th>*  door  for  admitwlon.  liut  to  Inquire 
if  her  conhtitutii'U  la  republican,  llmt  it  embodies  the  will 
of  her  people  mu!«t  neiv-iarily  be  taken  for  granted.  If  It  la 
thnir  lawful  art.  I  nm  att-iuming.  of  course,  that  her  boon* 
darie^  arc  fettled,  and  hi-r  popnlatlnn  siiffli-ient. 

**  If  what  1  have  mid  I<e  cornet,  then  the  will  of  the  people 
of  Kanaaa  Is  ti>  be  f  mnd  in  the  artion  of  her  constitutional 
convention.  It  U  imni.iterial  wheilier  It  is  tlie  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Kansa*  nntn.  or  not.  The  conven- 
tion wa-«,  or  might  have  been,  i-livted  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Kansa)!.  A  convention,  elected'  In  April,  may  well 
frame  a  ronstitufion  that  would  not  he  agreeable  to  a 
majority  of  the  p«Kiple  of  a  new  Ktatc,  rapidly  filling  up.  In 
the  sucretHling  .Tnnuary :  and  If  letfisUtnre^  are  to  be  allowed 
to  put  to  Tote  the  arts  of  a  convention,  and  have  tbem  an- 
nulled by  n  subnequent  influx  of  emigrants,  there  is  no 
finality.  If  you  were  to  send  Kirk  the  Leeoropton  oonstltn- 
tk>n,  and  another  was  to  lx>  framed,  in  the  slow  way  in  which 
we  do  public  business  in  this  country,  1>e<bre  It  would  reedi 
Congr^  and  be  pnwed.  perhaps  the  m:0^'^7  would  be 
turned  the  other  way.  \Vhenever  you  go  outside  of  the 
regular  firms  of  law  and  ciYnstitutiona,  to  aeek  for  the  will 
of  the  people,  yon  are  wandering  In  a  wlldemeas  a  wUd«^ 
ncss  of  thorn«. 

**If  this  was  a  minority  constitution.  T  do  not  know  that 
that  would  be  an  ottjectlon  tn  It.  Conatituttons  ai«  made  for 
mlnoritlea.  Perhaps  minorities  ought  to  have  the  tiglit  to 
make  constitutions,  for  they  are  administered  by  nuJoritta. 
The  Constitution  of  this  Union  was  made  bv  a  minontj,  and 
as  lata  aa  IMO  a  minority  bad  it  In  their  handg,  and  oonM 
have  altered  or  abollsbed  It;  for.  in  1840,  fix  ovt  oT  the 
twonty-AsetrtoiortkoUBloBMdtlMm  -   -    - 
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tka  cfttMBi  tofiXbi&r  In  eeumtaaccmf  aetSofiL  If  ttili  mm- 
nlgnty  la  a  unit,  can  a  miOnrlty  extreiae  that  lOTerelgntT? 
HioM  who  do  not  act  with  the  miO<>'rttj  have  a  part  of  the 
aorereigntjr  in  themwlTea,  and  their  dijeent  breaki  the 

UBltT. 

*'I  wiiih  now  to  Inqnire  upon  what  prinriple  the  majorltr 
aeCt  for  a  eomninnity,  and  what  result*  from  that  tert  ?  I 
■ay  that  the  nudority  does  not  aet  ibr  the  community  upon 
•ay  principle  of  natural  right.  Let  ue  euppoee  that  the 
whole  fnune-vork  of  government  oould  by  tome  mighty 
aoaTolelon  be  etmck  flrom  ezletenoe  in  any  state  of  the 
Unioo:  what  vonld  follow  f  A  prlmaiy  meeting  of  the 
Mopb  would  be  held,  to  put  Into  openUkm  eome  rude  stme- 
tare  of  goremment  ¥ronId  all  the  people  assemble  f  By 
DO  meana.  That  Is  always  Impossible.  A  great  many  woold 
■taj  away,  and  those  who  stayed  away  woold  have  a  part 
of  the  sDTervlgnty  in  themselveB.  Bnt  aooonling  to  the 
principle  declared  by  Oovemor  Walker,  those  who  came 
would  be  the  repreeentatlTes  of  those  who  stayed  awar. 
Kadi  man  who  shonki  attend  the  primary  meeting  would 
repreeent  his  abeent  neighbor  and  fiunlly:  and,  upon  the 
pnndple  of  repreMntatkm,  that  primary  meeting  could  act 
Ibr  the  whole.  If  the  community  left  without  government 
should  consist  of  one  hundred  thousand  people,  not  more 
than  eighty  thousand  could  assemble  In  primary  meeting, 
now  would  they  act?  The  eighty  thousand  would  not 
agree  upon  all  questions,  or  perfaape  upon  any  question; 
and  from  necessity,  a  mi^)ority  would  control  their  dedsionB^ 
unleM  a  different  rule  were  agreed  on.  Then  forty-one  thou- 
sand,  being  the  msjority  of  the  eighty  Ihousand.  would 
speak  for  the  whole  community.  Upon  what  principle  of 
natural  right  or  undivided  sovereignty,  I  a^k,  can  forty-one 
thousand  declare  the  opinion  of  one  hundreJ  thousand? 
Again,  take  tlie  case  of  the  voters  of  a  community.  Upon 
what  principle  do  they  act  for  the  whole?  Are  they  the 
sovereign  mass?  No.  Kir,  by  no  means.  Tnke  the  case  of 
Kansas  itself;  and  allowing  that  th«Hre  are  one  hundred 
thoosaod  pe'»ple  In  that  territory,  then  say  that  the  const!- 
tutioB  b  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters.  According  to 
statistics,  the  number  of  votes  would  be  about  one-flfth  of 
the  entire  mass.  Take  the  census  of  1H40  or  1860.  and  then 
the  vote  at  the  intervening  and  nucceeding  preitidential  elec- 
tion, and  you  will  And  that  the  vi »tes  art)  mrely,  if  ever,  mure 
than  one-flfth  of  the  entire  number  of  the  people.  Then,  if 
there  were  one  hundml  thouMind  people  in  Kani>as,  the 
number  of  voters  mljjht  have  been  as  high  an  twenty 
thousand.  Of  that  twenty  thourand,  a  ra^ority  would 
control,  and  eleven  thousand  would  constitute  that  majo- 
ilty.  Now,  I  ask,  upon  what  principle  of  natnral  right, 
or  of  indiii^iblo  sitvurei/nty.  can  eleven  thousand  voters 
declare  the  voice  of  one  hundred  thnusand  i>enplar  Thtry 
•re  the  organism  or  representntivo  agency  merely,  through 
which  the  whole  body  fpeaks,  Just  as  a  convention  is  the 
mouth-plene  of  the  people. 

** Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  givlug  the  opinion  of  the  court 
in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  says : — 

« <  Undoubtedly,  a  person  may  be  a  citizen — that  is  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  eommonlty  who  form  the  euvereignty— -although 
ha  azerdseii  no  sharv  of  the  political  piiwer,  and  In  incap^i- 
tatad  from  holding  partl«-ular  ofll<'efi.  Women  and  minors, 
who  fi>rm  a  part  of  the  political  fiimily ,  raunot  vote :  and 
when  a  property  qualiflcation  is  required  to  vote  or  bold  a 
particnlar  offloe,  those  who  have  not  the  ni'ceMary  qualifica- 
tlMM  cannot  vote  or  hold  the  office,  yet  they  are  dtuens.' 


I  are  a  number  of  the  dtiiens  in  every  community 
who  eonstltate  a  part  of  the  body  |M>l{tic.  »ho  have  a  portion 
of  tlia  aovereignty  In  themselves,  but  who  are  not  allowed 
to  vote.  The  voters,  then,  only  represent  the  piiople.  They 
are  not.  in  fo^t.  the  snvereign  people.  So  I  show  the  univer- 
sality of  the  repn'senutive  prinriple.  A  primary  mef>ting, 
as  uanally  conntituteil.  is  a  represi*utatlT«  agency.  A  con- 
vention to  a  representative  ageui'y.  The  voters  are  a  repre- 
■enfiative  agency,  and  any  questiitn  iHitweeo  them  is  a 
qaesUon  between  different  r<>presHntative  a^^ndei*.  Kach 
one  speaks  tlie  voice  f>f  the  people  in  its  aphere.  just  ax  the 
agent  when  acting  within  his  p->wer  ^i^eaks  the  voire  of  hi«i  , 
principal.  Talk  about  ap[ienling  frtuu  the  convention  to  the 
■ovcfMgn  pe<>pl«*!  I  My.  if  you  appeal  to  the  voters,  you 
only  app««l  from  one  representation  to  another  rHpn>!^?nta-  ' 
tinn.  iWh.ips  tiroader.  fierhape  better,  but  still  a  reprunen- 
tatlva  agenry.  Vou  deny  the  voii-e  of  one  organism  throu:;h 
whl«*b  the  P'^T-le  speak,  and  take  the  voire  of  anoth*>r 
organUm.  Wh<>n  there  is  no  law  to  detrnnine  who  rhiili 
tferlare  the  voi'-e  of  the  people,  the  (»eople  are  a  law  unto 
tbemMlves.  and  neceMiUy  and  cirrumstanres  determine. 
When  you  have  an  or^ranixt^  ^■■«*lety.  the  law  declares  who 
shall  spenk  for  the  |>eoplf  in  earh  particular  case. 

**  .Now,  apply  tliest*  prinriple^  to  the  case  of  Kansas.  Who 
was  autbfirixed  to  speak  the  voire  of  the  fteople  of  Kansas 
in  relation  to  the  constitution  f  The  mnventltm.  and  the 
eonventlon  only.  Kir.  the  ronveutlon  wm^  the  nrganltm 
through  which  iw)vere{/ury  spok*-.  Itsvidi*v  wsji  the  voire 
dT  the  people.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  frame'l,  i 
aa  I  hava  mkl,  Ifj  a  oonvoiitloa,  and  imtlfled  in  each  itate  by 


a  eonTtntlon,  nawrtheleM  annonness  Ita^ai  tba  act  of  Oit 
people.  In  its  preamble  It  says:  *W«,  the  people  of  ti 
United  Kates,  Ac  Ac.,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  eonsti* 
tntion.'  80  in  Kansas,  the  oonv«ntion  was  merely  tha 
mouth  through  which  the  people  were  presumed  in  Law  to 
speak.  The  constitution  adopted  by  them  was,  thereforai 
toe  act  of  the  people.  You  may  think  that  another  agency 
would  have  been  better,  but  you  cannot  properly  Inieriiaa, 
Ibr  this  b  that  whkh  was  qmken  when  we  said  that  wa 
would  *  leave  the  people  thereof  (of  Kansas)  perfectly  free  ta 
form  and  xegnlate  their  domeetio  Inatitutloa^ln  thslz  owa 
way.** 


IIon.W.W.BoTGBof  South  OaroUna,  in  tha  HooM  of  Sa> 
presentatlvea,  March  26th,  1868. 

"  Empowering  others  to  make  the  constitution  for  them, 
Is  agreeing  in  advance  to  be  bound  by  the  action  of  thooo 
others,  and  thus  In  advance  giving  their  asnnt  to  tha  con- 
stitution. There  are  several  modes  by  which  the  peo|da 
might  give  their  assent  to  a  constitution.  They  might  meal 
in  mass  meeting,  and  make  their  oonstltntion,  clause  bj 
clause.  This  would  come  nearest,  perhaps,  to  actually  nrnking 
their  own  constitution;  but  there  are  so  many  practkal 
ol^eetions  to  this  mode,  that  it  will  find,  perhaps,  few  advi^ 
cates;  though,  in  the  progreas  of  the  democratic  mania* 
even  this  mode  may  come  to  bo  Insisted  on  eventually  aa 
the  only  legitimate  mode  having  due  regard  to  popular 
sovereignty.  Again :  the  people  might  authorise  their  del»' 
gates  to  form  and  estaMish  their  constitution  for  them ;  and 
this,  perhaps.  Is  the  best  mode  of  accomp]i*hing  the  purpose, 
if  the  delegates  ar^  Judiciously  chosen;  for  it  is  most  likely 
that  in  this  mode  the  couittitntion  will  be  the  embodiment 
of  the  highest  wisdom  of  the  community,  acting  independ* 
ent  of  popular  errors  or  prejudices. 

*'  Yet  further,  the  people  might  confer  upon  their  delrgatea 
the  power  of  forming  the  constitution,  but  deny  them  tha 
power  of  giving  it  vitality,  but  reserve  to  themselves  thit 
Mvereign  right.  At  first  view  thl>t  mode  may  appear  deslrip 
blc:  but  when  we  consider  that  the  mere  power  to  say  yet 
or  no  upon  an  entire  coni«titntion  in  the  lump,  not  permit* 
ting  an  expression  of  oplnl«m  upon  evtry  claura,  but  only 
upon  the  agicregate,  amountt  to  very  little.  If  every  man 
were  allowed  to  vote  upon  every  rltune.  It  is  likHy  that  no 
constitution  that  could  be  devised  would  obtain  a  majority 
of  votes  for  all  its  clauses,  yet  if  the  same  ronstitutlon  were 
submitted  to  a  popular  vote  It  would  in  all  probability,  at  a 
general  rule,  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  ** 

Hon.  Jcsu  D.  BaiOBT  of  Indiana,  in  the  Senate^  Hardi 
25  th,  1858. 

**  In  our  country,  however,  where  the  people  are  reeog> 
nised  as  the  origin  and  sr«t  of  political  power;  whrre  con- 
stitutions flow  from  them,  instead  of  tielng  cnncesi'ions  te 
them ;  where  the  remedy  ^it  an  abuse  is  in  thfir  own  hands, 
to  be  exerrised  at  any  time  aud  in  thrir  own  way,  the  casa 
is  far  different.  With  us,  stnte  niustitutioiis  are  mere  org^ 
nUaUons.  They  are  merely  pier««  uf  politiral  mechanism- 
simple  contrivances  for  organising  Ir^ii^lative,  judicial,  and 
executive  branches.  One  power  is  made  to  lodge  in  ona 
place,  and  another  resides  elsewhere.  Id  their  declaration 
of  general  principles,  they  bnt  repeat  the  rommnu  law, 
which  our  Itithfri*  bn)UKht  with  them,  and  whidi  would  ba 
law  without  surh  repetition.  i<o  fiir  even  ss  the  limilatloni 
in  them  are  conrerned.  thry  are  but  nwtrictionit  upon  tha 
agont^  of  the  people,  which  ran  be  rrmoved  ur  mo<Jifled  at 
thdr  pleasure.  Kven  against  a  provision  rDntiiiued  in  tha 
constitution  itself,  it  can  l>e  amendinl.  Wherever  the  doty 
trine  pnivsils  that  all  power  is  lodged  with  the  people,  to  ba 
exercised  by  them  fir  their  own  iMfoefit.  furh  niuH  be  tha 
necessary  consequence.  Whore  the  power  to  make  exi»tl^ 
there  also  the  power  to  modifjr  exists,  if  the  riirlits  of  nona 
others  intervene.  If  roysl  power  could  not  ri^^htfully  abro* 
gate  constitutions  and  rhnrters.  it  ii  bersuse  the  rights  of 
other  parties  do  intervene.  In  our  country,  however,  there 
is  no  other  party  but  the  people.  Tliey  make  fur  themselvefl, 
and  can  unmake,  lliere  is  no  power  anywhere  to  prevent 
When  the  people  of  a  state  determine  tn  rlinnsrc  thi*ir  con> 
ftitution.  triMte  Is  no  pi>liti(*al  IkmIv  in  exislrore  whirh  can 
inU>rp«>se.  The  distlnrtitni.  in  this  rea>pert,  lietwivn  uni 
federal  and  stato  ron»ll!utitins  is  aiparent.  One  is  a  conk 
piict  between  stVHral  parties.  Any  one  t'nn  claim  the  obeer^ 
ancA  of  any  provi«i<in.  To  a  ststi'  rourititution,  however, 
thttre  is  but  one  party.  It  is  merely  a  rule  of  action  devlaoa 
bv  them^Ives  f  t  theni!«elveR  alone.  There  are  no  oblln^ 
tfon*  in  it  of  which  other  iMilitical  liodies  mn  claim  taa 
henoflt.  At  the  pleaiiure  of  the  party  whi.'h  made  it,  it  can 
be  uuniNdo.  Any  pniviition  in  it  which  pretends  to  taka 
awny  that  powiT  or  delay  it»  exf-rriae  is  Impotent  agaluff 
the  mHJe5ty  of  tlie  pittplin  I  hold  it,  therefi>re,  Mr 
rre^ddenL  a«  inojutrovHrllblo,  that  the  constitution  (^ 
K.-insas  now  presented,  so  far  as  It  Cf>nflirts  with  tha 
Interests,  or  even  caprices,  of  the  people  of  that  territory, 
ean  be  altered  at  any  tlmaand  in  any  way,  at  th^  1  ~ 
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Haji  magti  I  bold  that  If  tlie  propoMd  conaUtntion  b«i  ob- 
BO&ioa^  to  th«  people  of  KkdiMi  th«  rarMt  mnd  spveiltRSt 
Vaj  of  MvurinK  (o  KaiiHii  a  mntlitution  ai;n!rable  to  hur 
peopta  would  liO  to  wlmll  h«r  to  the  compunioDtbip  of  «ut«^ 
Oiultfr  the  Lecmupton  iMnHtiiutiun.  and  tbuii  leavv  her  u  a 
■OTervlKn  pi)wt*r  to  a^ljuHt  Iwr  own  affitln  without  Intor- 
flNWrv  fmiii  any  quaruir.  Uoiv  admitted  into  the  Union, 
tba  oont«>«t  loiut»  its  national  cLaructur  (an  «9v<!ut  which 
every  true  patriot  stiould  (]«*iiiri')»  and  th»  dvtennliiatiuu  of 
her  people  will  atand  aa  the  law  and  the  lact  &r  the  jooth- 
lU  atato." 

lion.  D\yiD  C.  Bkoderick  of  California,  In  the  Senate, 
Harch  2:!d,  1868. 

"  In  the  pHMin^e  of  the  KanMia-NehnHka  bill,  the  rampart 
that  protected  Klavery  in  the  .^nuthern  U'rrltoriita  wm  brolien 
down.  Norihfrn  tlpiliioll>^  Noriheru  IdeaN,  and  Northern 
loatitutlon*  wore  invited  to  tlie  content  &r  tiie  poiuwaalon  of 
llieae  Utrrit«»-iep. 

**IIow  fooliith  fbr  the  South  to  hope  to  contend  with  auc- 
mm  in  aneh  an  encounter  1  SlaTery  ia  old.  de<repid.  and 
•onanniptlTe.  FreedumiHjountc,  atrong.  and  viituroua.  One 
|g  naturally  atationary  and  loveii  earn}.  The  other  ii>  mitcrar 
tec7  and  enterpriaing.  Thi're  are  aix  niilli«»nii  of  people 
intereatrd  in  the  extenaiou  of  slavery.  There  are  twenty 
miWona  of  fhremen  to  conteo<i  for  tlieae  terrltoriea.  out  of 
vhich  to  carve  fbr  theniMilTeH  homot  where  lu\)or  ia  honor- 
able. Up  to  the  time  of  tlie  pawMiice  of  the  Kani>ai»-Nebra«ka 
•et,  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  North  did  not  quea- 
llon  the  right  (»f  the  South  to  control  the  denUniee  of  the 
tanltoriee  B»uth  of  the  .MiMiouri  line.  The  peopli'  of  the 
Korth  alioukl  have  welcomed  the  paaaage  of  the  KnnMiit- 
Mebraaka  arL  1  am  ajitouinhed  that  Kepublioana  hh>>uld  call 
tar  a  reatoratlon  of  the  Miamuri  Oompromlne.  With  the 
terrible  odda  that  are  ai»inat  her.  the  South  ahouM  not 
have  rept>aled  it,  if  abe  deyired  to  retain  her  righta  in  the 
tenitoriea." 

Hon.  James  Burn-Trox  of  Maaaachnaetta.  In  the  Uonae 
of  lUprcaenUtivea,  March  24th.  ISiS. 

**  There  ia  an  attempt  mede  to  oatabliah,  by  violence,  or 
flrau'i,  or  any  ini({uity  which  may  le  uvceiwary  to  arcumpllrii 
the  piin><>M.  the  rela'tion  of  >lavery  among  a  pcO|'le.  a  grvat 
minority  of  whom  detent  It :  a  (.nmit  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  country  aym|inlhlzlug  with  thom  in  their 
abhorrence  of  it.  They  npptiHf  it  becMUFe  th«>y  h4>1{eve  it  an 
inittitutlnn  nofnriouii  in  itiM>If.  nml  p«rnici«)U4  In  it«t  iufluonif. 
It  i*  a  cnpH*  upon  any  tt.ite  whoiv  It  exiKt.s :  it  affi-i-tR  all  tlu' 
relatiiinH  uf  a  counnunity.  internnl  and  exdrn.nl;  it  in  a 
MIcht  u\^*n  montl  and  ^vM  |>n>i:reii«:  it  atr'Ttn  nil  tht> 
mati'Hril  inl«Ti-t^:  it  dt-i''''''*'^'*  t''«*  v.iliic  «»f  l:in  I*,  it  lii-- 
Connii;<i*  and  ih'l>a*i-»  tns*  l.iUir;  an<l  ^ivi'n  tlie  p-<Mri<-al 
eontml  KO'I  WK'lal  pn*<i'iUiln}inrH  lo  n  fi'W  .irlj^tmrratic  pn.- 
prietiini  n(  nl.tv«'r»;  it  n-larilii  antl  pr«'Vi'ntH  the  i|i'Vrli»i  nu-nf 
of  ail  th*'  ri>s(iunv8  of  a  htalc,  and  i.'«  a  witlierinK  blii;ht 
Upon  iti  pniHiMTlty. 

••Tli.»  Kn'«'-St,ti«*  |»i'«i|ile  of  Kansas  n-xi-t  lhi8  ai.urgc. 
wbicli  wonM  JiJllict  ami  injnn»  »hrm.  anJ  wmiM  Ih>  a  <'uif*e 
np'in  th«'li  |»«»htiTity,  V«t  l>y  llii»-e  lawn.  whj«h  nr*  iiph«>Id 
by  tin*  ppHilavery  party.  thi«y  un*  forhiilil'tn  ti»  wnti*.  >i|N>:ik. 
or  ciri'ulale  in  .uny  wiiy.  t'.n*  »'\pr«i»j'loii  t»r  tln-ir  h<i«tillfy  to 
thla  ^nat  wmntr:  ami  tlM>  National  .Ailininljitrition  emu- 
hitfs  the  fippn'MiiiMi  <i|'  fiin-i'.;n  dii«[M>tii«ni.  in  itit  <'lTirtff  to 
auNtain,  liy  the  iMnpli<yini'iit  uf  tnite<l  stales  tr>)up:<.  the 
aufurLvment  of  thi«  tyranny.** 

II(tn.  AN."«o?f  BrKMNO\Mr.  I'f  Mamachua^'ttH.  in  the  llmMe 

of  ll<'i»r«'j!i'nt.iUve8.  March  3Nt.  iS.'iS, 

••1  Im'M  it  al-Mt  th-'ir  iluty  tr  l»i-:ir  tfsti'nnny  .i«  to  th«? 
manner  in  wliirli  tlii*  IKiu:;liw  men — ami  thi-y  will  panlun 
nie  f'T  i;ivinir  tln-m  thf  iianii'  of  tiifir  c^llant  and  (lifted 
leaflfr — to  I'l-ar  t»'»<lini"nv  t"  the  nianinT  in  whl<'h  they  h.ive 
Liiriii'  lh<'m«>lvi>K.  Tln-y  Irive  ke|>t  tlu*  fHltli;  Diey  liii^i* 
a(Ihi'n-«l  to  th«'  iloctrlne  of  ivjmli«r  sovfp'i.'nty ;  th«'y  havr 
Viitf<i  it  in  this  lion'-*',  and  tii»-y  l..tv»*  not  fiiwn«»d  and  tn'Oi- 
bU**!  in  till'  pri>^<-ni'i' of  adoiniiiiitin>;  .■niinlnistrilion — in  thi* 

firi'-i-nri-  iifthnt  LTi'at  tynnnv  whi*"h  IkiIiU  ilii*  ^overnmmt 
n  it»«  tlirnll  at  \VH-hin.:ii  n.  Th^-y  Imti-  Kl*»"n  flii^-h  f  »r  tlnnh 
t-')  t>v»ry  imli^rnMnt  l«»ik:  an*!  when  u  K-'titliMoan  fnmi  Vir- 
gini:i.  the  orhiT  «lay.  taunrtn/lv  told  tli^m  th:it  rrrlain  lan- 
gnii^f  wliirh  thi»y  nsrd  np-m  tin-  lloor  of  thix  II')«>*i'  wan  th«» 
l.ui/n.nKr  of  n-lx'llion.  tl»"«y  Kli<iuf«Hl  ont.  thnMitrh  the  lljm  of 
thi*  uentli'iniin  tr<>m  lnili.ina  |.Mr.  I>ati«). 'it  wns  the  I'ln- 
gu.i;r<-  uf  fn-'MMi'M.'  I  wy  tli.it  it  \s  dne  !■»  th-ni  tliat  wt* 
iihi>iiM  "ny  that  th^-y  havr  li.'rn«'  thi*  l»rnnt  n!  tin'  imltli' — 
and  tluit  tliev,  Mrhfthcr  fn'ni  N«'w  York.  iVnn-ylvania.  t)hin, 
Inliiiia.  'T  ilUnoi-j.  hnvi-  k-  pt  ih*  whitfiji-n  t.f  th«'ir  •"">ul^ 
and  liiivi*  malt-  a  rii->inl  yhi  -li  h.is  ':iin  In  IL'ht:  and  if  my 
voii-i'  Clin  huvi*  any  m-iu'ht  wjih  rhi*  y»nni;  men  of  thi> 
Oiuntry  wli>-re  thoxi.'  nuTi  dwell.  I  fhnidd  wiy  i<i  them,  ^^tand 
by  tln'hi'  ni«'n  with  ill  your  yi»nni:  rnthui4ia«ni.  Htand  by 
tlicm  wItlii'Ut  di!-tini*tii>n  of  |iarty;  thi'j  may  not  azreo 
iJUcUy  with  you,  but  they  iMve  atuod  th«  te*t  here,  where 


brave  meD  flUter  and  ftU.  Lei  tbtm  tMck  tbii 
nical  admlnlatratlon,  that  !*  it  la  atiuog.  iIm  people  urn 
Finmicer  behind  iL  Thna  I  woul^l  apeak  to  the  young  maa 
of  the  country.  I  difler  in  aome  pnlnta  with  tlN*«  nea.  and 
I  do  not  wieh  to  eompUcate  ih>:Di.  1  pay  nbo  the  h%% 
tribute  of  ray  admiration  to  tliet  band  of  mtm  w  bo  hate 
been  repnelng  ontaide  of  the  boundariiHi  of  the  gnatt  partitt 
of  the  country  aa  a  |*triotle  curpa  uf  nhvr^vn  fcr  ibe  po^ 
pone,  I  ^•ppoae,  of  aaving  the  Union  when  It  la  endangciei. 
When  they  aaw  thia  aectkMiid  laaue  made.  elMidlDg  mm  ihaf 
did  in  a  poaliion  to  look  fiiirly  on  betwt^n  the  piirtbik  they 
Mw  who  made  it.  and  they  Inatantly  took  aldni:  and  bi  tkt 
language  of  Mr.'  Uell,  in  hia  rep'.y  to  Mr.  Toonba,  lba| 
acceptctl  the  iiwue  of  disunion.  They  ai-wp(ed  it ;  and  when, 
air,  they  saw  that  Lecompttm  waa  aynonymoua  with  *f^aa^ 
with  fitrgery,  with  iierjury,  with  ballot-box  atuBng.*  Ihn 
they  trampled  it  witn  their  high  manly  lioiieety  an<hr  thair 
feet.  Tiiey  liave  taken  It  in  charge  to  prvaerre  the  baOul 
box  pure  anil  open  to  American  citisena.  Sir.  It  waa  a  pnWL 
day  to  me,  when  I  heard  the  apeech  of  the  veneraMe  Saaator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden].  The  melody  of  hia  vota^ 
and  hia  patriotic  accent,  atitl  aound  in  my  cara.  I  wa#  giad 
to  hear  him  denounce  fraud;  I  waa  glad  to  hear  him  ftanl 
fbr  the  truth.    Aa  I  Uatened,  it  aeemed  to  me  that  the 


of  the  Kentucky  commoner  had  come  back  again  toriailUi 
old  place  in  the  Senate.    It  aeemed  to  me  aa  if  bla  aplrlt ' 


hovering  there,  looking,  aa  In  the  daya  of  old,  after  Ifef 
interwt^  of  the  Union.  At  that  moment,  the  b««rt  of  ll» 
aachuaetta  beat  reapondve  once  again  to  that  of  fraad  oU 
Kentucky ;  and  I  longed  to  have  the  dar  oome  again,  whta 
there  ahonid  be  such  ftelloga  aa  In  the  okkm  time,  when  Iki 
Bay  State  bore  tlM  name  of  Henry  Clay  on  her  faannara  Oftr 
her  hilla  and  through  her  valleya.  everywhere  to  vlrtoiy. 
and  with  an  affection  equal  to  the  affKUcA  of  Kentacfcy 
beraelf. 

**  1  alao  felt  proud  to  hear  the  anecch  of  the  tfatinfuMad 
Senator  f^m  Tenneaaee  [Mr.  Bell ..  I  waa  glad  to  hear  iMr 
confh*rea  on  thia  floor,  Meaara.  Vnderwond  of  Rentaeky, 
Ullmer  of  North  Carolina,  Ilicaud  and  llarria  of  Marytaad, 
and  Davin,  with  bin  aunuunlng  eloquence,  worthy  of  tba  bait 
day  of  I'inkney  and  of  \Vlrt;  and  I  alao  exprree  my  untilodi 
to  Sir.  Marahall  of  Kentucky,  who  haa  laboivd  no  long  to 
atcure  thia  union  of  patriotic  men.  I  owe  it  lo  theae  man, 
and  to  myaelf.  to  my  that  I  do  not  agive  with  then  on  tba 
aubject  (»f  alavery,  and  I  know  that  they  do  not  agree  wItt 
me.  .Neither  do  I  agree  with  the  Douglaa  men;  I  lake  what 
I  think  la  a  higher  position.  I  hold  to  the  p»wer  of  Cb» 
^re>M  over  the  terrlUiriea;  they  do  not.  But  while  I  oppeae 
the  l^*oniptou  conftituiion  tor  one  reaam.  and  while  the 
l)<Mii;laf(  lit'niiKTaiii  opi)-.>iM*  it  fi>r  Hiiuthrr.  the  Miuth  Amerl* 
ran!«  may  iipp<av'  it  t  ir  ftill  anntlfr.  ii<Hi  kn>>wii  we  have 
all  mn**'  of  war  aiiCainpt  it.  and  ai*:iinj«t  the  a«l ni I iii»t ration 
.Vmi  wi'  Iia\f  citnii*  iii>;i-t)M-r  hcn'  an  a  unit,  not  iiy  any  ptv 
i-«)ni'>'rt.  iiiit  )>y  any  tr.ule  anion.;  leaili'pt,  but  by  the  a|ioa- 
tancoiiH  i-t>n\ti-tioni<  of  our  nwu  honest  mind*.  1  tru»t  thai 
thill  may  Ih*  an  unien  of  what  may  hap^ien  in  tlio  future 
Am  to  what  may  hap[*<>n,  it  i*)  ii'>t  fi-r  me  to  prnpluvy.  lift 
time  anil  chauiv  det*Tmine.  We  ri>me  toiretbf  r.  not  in  a 
nplrit  of  minpnimixe.  Iierauae  we  ompmnii'ie  nothing.  l4it 
ia  a  apirit  of  patriiaiam.  Ami.  uflin;<  in  that  spirit.  I,  Imt 
one.  am  pr^^tareil  to  <u«tain  the  Kuhstilnt^^  utftTi^  hj  tlka 
diHtiuguiahed  c^euator  from  Kentucky  [.Mr.  Crittoudrn,.'* 

Hon.  IlexRT  C  nuRNETT  of  Kentucky,  In  the  Elooac  of 
Kepreiieutativea,  March  ISSd,  1858. 

*'  We  are  told  that  tin*  KanKis-Vehraeka  bfll.  by  having 
the  people  of  the  territorii'ii  free  to  rvgiilate  ihefr  uwb 
lionu-aMr  in«titutionft.  hail  refen-nre  t)  other  Inatlzutkiu 
than  thatof  diimeHtk'  vlavery;  that  it  waa  meant  to  rmLraie 
all  doinedtir  in>titntiiUH.  Mr,  thia  iii  not  a  true  mnatmetino 
of  that  act  Previoua  to  its  panraire.  umler  the  Mbeouri 
(\tm[>n>mim;.  the  pe«iplc  were  left  free  in  regulate  all  tb4l 
dome^ilic  inHtitutioni*  fxnspt  tluit  of  alavery.  It  waa  in  rvlM^ 
enci'  t(i  that  in>titution  aloue  that  tbey  were  ivatrictodi 
The  KamuM-Nehniaka  Mil  removed  that  i^wtrktion.  It 
referred  to  no  other  dorai'aticiniiritutlnna.  bwwiim*  no  otbria 
nire  n-htrli'ted.  It  Wax  ti>  the  inKtitutli>n  of  iiST>r>  al«>ne 
thnt  it  had  referent^:  ami  it  wax  e.*perial!y  ti  \t\.\r  the 
[M.-iipIc  fn*e  to  have  ulaviTy.  i^r  mtt.  In  thi*  lerriffy.  aa  tbe| 
nli'a-eil,  thnt  that  clauw  ol  the  liil!  waa  inM-rted  The  whew 
tittitory  of  the  xtruggle  In  Kau«aA  ^how»  th^t  tbi*  waa  lh« 
only  f|U«*Ktion  involvi'd :  it  has  K-en  the  imnw  i>f  wrery  beltla 
fought;  it  hna  lieen  the  btme  of  ointenlifiii  Imth  in  and  eat 
of  tiie  territory.  In  the  laat  presidential  can\a»-  it  waa  aa 
{•iNUi*  made  upon  the  DemiM-raiic  |«irty  liy  the  l(l»'k  llepul^ 
lii'ana.  Judge  iKiUBlan  hiniH'lf  mi  niEanlrd  it:  fir  in  tlv 
KanKa«-Nebrai>ka  bill,  aa  iiii-,{inally  r«'|iort«Nl  by  him  frifll 
the  Oiuimittee  on  Terrltiviea.  the  material  fw^ttinn  mada 
ri'fi'ri'nce  only  to  the  i|ne#tion  of  alawry ;  and  he  propoMd 
to  Kettle  tliat,  ev«<n.  nut  by  a  vote  of  the  |-«<f  ipl.i.  but  (liiough 
thi'ir  repreeentalive*  in  convention.    1  ivad  ii: 

" '  All  the  queatiimii  appertaining  tj  alavnry  in  the  terf^ 
tory,  and  in  the  new  itatei  to  be  furnied  thanritem,  an  M 
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b»  left  to  the  dMMon  of  th*  peopto  T^iddlng  thmvln,  Ihrongh 
VMr  approprUto  rvpraMntAtiTen.' 

**TLtt«  it  wUl  ha  nera  that  Jiu1k«  DoukIm  did  not  then 
■ropoM  tn  go  Mil  fiir  a*  th»  l/«tf iraptun  tx>uTi*utkin  hmi.  He 
ild  not  even  propueii  to  rvfur  the  ilaTery  qiuiition  to  the 
peoplo.  The  Lrcomptun  coaTvntion  did.  The  ooavention. 
In  submlttinfc  thii  Inolatttl  qae»tloD — It  belnfc  the  ebmrblnK 
ODe  of  all  othHTfr— had  mot  the  demand*  of  thoM  who  in 
food  Mth  deawMl  to  Me  it  MtUed  by  the  people." 

Hon.  CkABua  Cabc  of  Indiana,  in  the  lloue  of  Repreaen* 
lkUv«e,  March  11th,  li»68. 

**  Sir,  doM  the  President  Imagine  that  Northern  men  are 
ttatuec,  that  in  the  fh.'e  atalej*  of  thia  Union  there  will  be  no 
'keen  fwlinjc*  on  this  question f  If  our  jk>utheni  brethren 
maj  be  to  itivnuona  about  a  barren  Tirtury.  may  not  we 
n  atrenuou*>ly  decline  Vt  ylfid  1  siupp<ife  we  reierse  the 
Argument,  and  my,  *■  in  pn>portinn  to  Ita  in^lKnlflcence.  Ae. ; 
fbr  thie  Ti^y  rvaaon  the  adi^4inn  of  thiji  conetitutlon  will  be 
■0  much  the  more  keenly  felt  by  the  people  tif  the  alKteen 
ft*t«a  of  thlii  Union  where  Mlarrry  Li  luA  recogulaed.'  li  not 
tt»  reaaoning  equally  anund  ?  Yet  he  H>ein«  t**  be  blivfuUy 
vneonacloua  that  the  prople  of  the  North  have  any  Intereet, 
er  any  rUht  to  be  Inwrestttl,  in  thin  matter.  But  on  this 
X  do  not  uwrll.  I  wirii  rathor  to  reftT  to  a  icniTer  error,  ap- 
terent  in  the  paamjEe  lai^t  quoted,  and  more  pnimlneut  utill 
Vk  other  parts  of  the  mesM){M.  It  I*  tlie  aMSumptlon  tliat 
thia  constitution  1^  to  be  n*ji^t*Ki,  if  at  all.  because  it  tole- 
rates a  certain  peculiar  institution.  In  another  plafe.  you 
Bay  nfDiember,  he  speaks  of  the  *<ltiiaiiter«  to  rei^ult  If  we 
r^}flCt  Kamaaa  becauw  alawry  rHmainii  iu  her  conatitution.* 
Now,  fir,  thia  ansuuiptit'ii  Li  miJIy  wrong.  With  me,  and 
trith  many  othens  under  thn  drruroiitaD<v4.  it  would  be  a 
■afllclfnt  reaMtn  for  votinit  airainat  the  ad<)ptl'>n  of  thatcun- 
■titotlun,  if  there  were  nn  other.  But  the  l^reaident  must 
know,  or  ^hnuld  know,  that  in  thia  Ilriuse  there  are  thoae 
who  are  carnvetly  oppmivd  to  Its  ailoption,  with  whom  the 
alaTery  cIruihi  is  of  aecimdary  or  no  imiiortance;  and,  sir, 
be  ou^ht  to  know.  If  he  dues  not  that  all  over  the  land 
there  are  thnuMnda  uf  men — men  who  were  bia  supporters 
•  twelvemonth  ajfo^who  care  little  obout  alaverv,  but  who 
will  Im'k  upitn  the  admi«i|on  of  Kan^iui  under  thlN  conatitu- 
tion as  an  uutra]{e  unparalleled  in  all  our  past  legislation.** 

Hon.  C.  C.  CiiiFFEB  of  MaMwchusetts,  in  the  House  of  Ke- 
oUtives,  February  'J4lh.  1858. 


"  .\nd  now.  I  aitk  of  tht>  ron»>rTatlTe  men  of  the  South  if 
lh(»y  an'  willing  that  the  institution  of  slarery  ahail  take 
thh  a'MilkinnI  IihhI  up«)ii  itiivir,  in  this  day  and  geoKration? 
Is  It  nut  ennu.fh  that  it  has  runrentratcMl  U|)on  itself  the 
world**  unniltifiniiteil  scorn,  but  it  mui«t  needs  take  upon 
Itaelf  the  addilli'nal  bunlen  of  wconcling  the  administration 
In  it*  rrusatlo  aijalnitt  the  free  labor  of  the  country  ?  Are 
foo,  the  ci inner vatire  alavfh'ilders  of  the  country,  willing  to 
Allow  the  instituliiHii*  of  your  section  to  boronie  the  cimm 
and  iiulruiHf.Hl  of  the  further  afcgrandliement  of  thiji  ad- 
minlatrallon— i)f  building  up  and  further  extending  the 
|»ower  and  rule  of  the  Aflrioan  L)emocracy  of  ihin  country, 
who  seek  by  their  policy  to  Africaniie  Its  productlTe  indus- 
try? 1  tell  gentlemen  plainly,  that  while  chiralry  once  had 
a  nam^  hnd  a  pr^ttiy^,  yet  in  these  African-Democratic  hands 
Its  gold  lins  become  dim  and  Its  lustre  is  fiuliHl;  and  unless 
it !«  Kpeedily  rescued.  Its  glory  will  hare  departeti  f  >rever. 
I»lr,  thu  civilised  world  cannot,  and  will  not,  look  on  com- 
placently, and  we  this  great  and  monstrous  wrong  consum- 
mated UDon  this  people;  and  their  anathemas  and-  ezecrar 
tlons  will  be  hurled  against  the  inttiUUion  in  wlioae  name 
and  In  whnm  behalf  It  is  perpetrated.** 

Hon  Daxul  Clakk  of  New  Hampshire^  in  the  Senate, 
March  16lh,  1858 

"Thus  much,  Mr.  Prerideot  for  the  law.  I  now  come  to 
Bore  general  considers tlon*  which  are  going  to  gorem  me 
in  reord  to  the  vote  I  may  gire.  I  sitlil  a  short  time  ago— 
X  said  it  ileliberati-Iy.  I  raid  It  uimn  mature  conviction,  I  said 
it  umler  the  fall  knowleilge  of  what  I  did  my.  aji  something 
wfal<4i  I  menu  to  stand  by  without  onmmltting  anybody 
•lae—that  I  do  i^hjeet  to  Kansas  coming  into  tlie  Union  as  a 
fllaee  statn.  I  object  to  siarery  going  Into  that  territory 
now,  henrefnrth.  and  ft>r  ever,  unless  the  sorereign  people, 
•Iter  It  is  made  a  state,  in  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power, 
^oose  to  carry  it  there:  an^l  I  had  almost  said  that  I  then 
would  have  onjectinn  to  It,  I)i<cau.w  that  state  wm  a  part  of 
the  territory  covered  by  tlie  old  Missouri  Compnimi<ie.  You 
Ibrosd  that  compromixe,  Mr.  PresldenL  Thn  people  of  tlie 
North  did  not  want  tu  take  it;  they  did  n^t  want  slavery 
to  go  Into  Mi^muri:  they  wanted  th.nt  to  be  free  territory; 
bat  at  tlie  time  she  waa  about  to  be  admitted  ns  a  slave 
■late,  yon  put  in  a  provlalon  that  all  the  rest  of  that  territory 
■bonld  be  free.  'Why  have  yf>n  not  kept  it?  Why  has  not 
tfiat  compact,  If  you  call  it  a  compact,  been  kept?  Why  this 
Mltatlon,  growing  out  of  the  qoestloa  to  fbrco  davery  la 
Vbant   Dd  yoa  taO  ma  that  that  eomproadat  was  unooBitl- 


tutkmal  Y  SuppoM  It  was :  I  aak  whether,  whan  yon  madt 
that  provision,  and  agreed  Ikirly  to  it  at  that  time,  it  now 
becomes  tou.  If  you  can  do  It  by  the  form  of  law,  to  wrait 
that  territory  flrom  flneemen  ?  nat  la  the  point  I  make.  1 
want  to  know  why  there  has  not  been  hon<»r  enough  in  tha 
people  of  the  other  side  to  maintain  that  pltrdge.  even  if  they 
wore  not  obliged  to  do  ao,  when  they  forced  that  division  of 
the  territory,  and  said  slavery  should  not  go  to  Kansas?  I 
want  to  know  why  the  other  aide  are  not  willing  now  that 
it  ahoald  be  a  fVee  sUtef" 

Hon.  J.  &  Clakk  of  SilaaourL  ia  the  Ilouae  of  Repreaenta- 
tivei 

**  Tlie  delegates  to  the  convention  embodied,  preeumptlvt  ly, 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  to  be  presumed  to 
have  acted  honestly  and  fiilrly.  No  one  has  a  right  to  qiie» 
tion  their  action  in  that  regard,  it  is  a  matter  lietween  tha 
delegates  and  their  eonstltoents.  If  the  delegates  mlsrepra* 
sented  their  constituents,  let  them  settle  that  between  them- 
selves—we have  nothing  to  do  with  It;  and  whenever  we 
undertake  to  control  the  matter,  and  ascertain  by  other 
means  the  popular  will,  we  bring  about  the  srenes  that  wa 
have  had  on  tnis  flooi^-aeenes  of  crimlnatltm  and  recrlnilaa- 
tk>n— and  we  strike  down  the  strongest  pillar  of  our  govern- 
ment 

'*  But,  sir.  It  Is  said  that  aome  counties  were  dkfhinrhiaad, 
and  were  not  represented  In  the  conrentlon  at  all.  Walker 
and  SUnton  nay  so  now ;  and  yet,  if  it  la  true,  they  were 
the  cause  of  It  Stanton  made  the  apportionment  hlmsall 
diflfranchlMlng  these  counties.  If  they  were  disfhwehlflad; 
but  yet,  he  and  Walker,  when  the  oonstitutinn  did  not  pra- 
cisely  nient  their  views,  turned  round  and  proved  recreant 
to  their  duty.  They  then  ftiuod  out,  for  the  first  time,  that 
the  delegates  did  not  represent  the  will  of  the  people,  aad 
that  they  had  no  power  tu  represent  those  counties  to  whldi 
no  representation  wa*  given. 

**  1  make  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  In  order  to  rsllara 
that  psrt  of  the  subject  of  the  charge  of  non-rupreaeutatlon 
In  tike  convenUoo.    Tike  cliarge  b  untrue." 

Hon.  Jamfs  B.  Cl.\t  of  Kentucky,  in  the  House  of  Rcpi^ 
sentatlvi-s,  March  30th,  1858. 

**  Tlie  only  matter  of  evidence  strongly  innlAted  upon,  and 
appearing,  indeed,  like  proof  that  the  ninstitutlon  is  not  the 
will  of  the  people.  Is  tiie  vote  of  tlie  4th  of  January  laat. 
But.  idr.  in  my  judgment  that  vote  canoiit  properly  be  coop 
si(l«>nKi  l>y  us  at  all.  I  do  not  believe  that  (he  leglitlaturi 
callnl  by  Mr.  Stanton,  competent  an  U  may  liave  been  for 
othrr  piirpoves,  had  any  power  to  ftubmit  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  the  conatitution  formcil  by  the  represented  sova- 
reignty  i)f  the  peop|«i,  which  had  not  chosen  In  its  sovereign 
cap.irity  to  nubmit  it  That  a  large  portion  of  tlie  people  of 
KansHM  thought  so  themselves  is  evident  from  Uie  fact  that 
the  vote  was  all  on  one  »i4l«.  As  against  the  constitution.  If 
It  were  not  ihrir  will.  I  lielieve  the  people  of  Kaosas  had  a 
clenr  lepil  n-medy.  I  b«>lievo  it  was  in  their  power  to  hare 
furni^lled  (.'ongrcM  with  competent  testimony  agalnitt  it  I 
menu  by  p<' lit  Ion.  Thoy  have  not  chosen  to  cxen'ise  that 
right;  ami  1.  fur  one,  cannot  regard  a  oue-»lded  party  vote^ 
directed  by  incompetent  authority,  in  thi?  light  of  a  petition* 
whirh  U  a  riear  legal  right  i^lr.  I  do  not  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  give  any  Wright  whaiHX>ver  to  iudiviitual  or  newa* 
paper  charges  against  the  i^ecompton  constitution.  1  b(>llev« 
there  has  ^>e«n  fniud  and  violence— far  tu»>  much  of  fraud 
and  violence  on  all  i<ides;  but  aside  from  the  question  of 
policy.  I  do  Ijelicve  that  the  wt-iubt  of  testimony  liefore  us 
is  altogether  in  favor  of  the  prop  «peil  reijulrement  tluit  the 
*constiluti(»n  presi'nle<1  was  at  lh>f  time  (»f  its  adoption  the 
will  of  the  pe«>ple  ut  Kan»as  hrrj'tdly  expressed.*** 

Hon.  SoRRBARD  CLUir.xs  of  VIrtrInU,  In  the  House  of  R^ 
presentatlves,  February  18th,  18&3. 

^  The  American  distinction  between  a  convention  and  a 
legislature  luiplios  only  a  difTerence  in  power  and  authority. 
A  legislature  can  not  under  a  constitution:  anil  it  la  tue 
only  ctimpetent  UkIv  to  call  a  convention  to  change  it. 
Through  tlivHS  nietiiunis  the  whole  power  snd  m.ijesty  nl  the 
people  sre  as  fully  eieniMxl  as  If  each  man  were  present  at 
an  active  partHiiat<>r.  It  is.  Indeed,  the  p«reolati«m  of  tha 
will  of  the  piiO]iIo  through  the  leglrlature,  and  thence 
through  a  convention,  that,  like  the  filtration  of  water 
throu'/h  popins  stones,  dears  anil  piiritieff  it.  The  people  can 
exercise  no  art  of  supremacy  or  le-.;i!>lation  at  alL  exoept  by 
aa!<embliiig  all  in  a  mass  ctmvuntl.-in  of  the  whrdt  slate,  and 
taking  thrt  vote  by  the  hciui,  or  by  chosen  reprvsentatlvea 
As  the  flrt>t  is  impoMible,  the  last  liecame  here  the  grand 
advanced  Idea  in  politics;  and  the  exerclK  of  individual 
aoverei;£uty  was  made  to  consist  in  the  choicii  of  representa- 
tives, with  such  powers  as  the  people  derfcled  to  give  them. 
The  very  power  competent  to  bind  the  people  In  other 
respects  Is  competent  to  bind  them  In  the  fbnnatlon  of  a 
oonatitution.  The  Idea  of  ro^nbmlaBlon  to  tlie  peopla  tbam* 
aalren  of  a  eonatitntfcm  for  ratlfieatloa  or  i^Jaedon,  or  U|da- 
UUra  acta  whkh  thaj  hadaipniriy  aolhoriaad^waa  «alL%ik 


716 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


Mw  of  TCpnbHeAnitm  at  ih«  na  of  the  Rnrolntion,  nor  at 
flM  time  the  Federal  Ooimtltatioa  wm  fhrmed.  That  great 
lintnii&'*«it,  the  moet  m^Jeetic  product  of  Intellect  In  the 
vorkl,  hi  not  the  work  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  at  a 
whole  c  a*  cu  aggnsf  ate  nutii.  Th^re  ie  no  proTiiiion  any- 
where In  it,  nor  no  law  peaaed  under  It,  nor  no  etipulatlon 
bj  the  fiHleral  conrratlon,  bj  which  it  wae  poeelble  to  enrer- 
tiun  whether  a  nnsjnrity  of  tlie  whole  pM>ple  of  the  United 
Statem  counted  by  uumbera,  were  In  favor  of  it  or  not  John 
Adams,  in  one  of  hie  letten  to  Jay,  Myn  if  it  had  been  rab- 
mitted  directly  to  the  people,  It  would  hare  be^n  Toted 
down.  It  earae  rery  near  b<>inic  defeats  in  eereral  of  the 
■tate  conTentlon*  by  the  delegatiw  of  the  people  who  were 
empowtfred  to  eooBidcr  it.  It  wa«  the  lilarunion  and  icnitiny 
of  deliberatlre  bodied  which  eaved  It,  to  throw  itH  broad 
hleninei  orei  thin  cuutlnent.  Font  of  the  preeent  etatee  of 
tbli  Union,  contalatug  a  miO'^'i^7  ^^  ^^  whole  popnlatfon, 
vmld  hare  rejected  the  conntltutlon,  and  yet  it  would  hare 
been  binding  a^  a  eoniftltntlon  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  nine  states  which  ratified  It,  containing  a  minority  of  the 
people. 

"The  Declaration  of  Independence  Itself  was  not  the  act 
of  the  people,  counting  by  the  hend.  That  grvat  deed  which 
chMiged  onr  relations  to  the  whole  WtirM  never  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  peoi>le.  It  was  the  work  of  delesates  appointed 
by  a  oonvention  In  each  of  the  rolonles,  each  eolody  acting 
Ibr  Itself  They  were  vested  with  a  ^^Hneral  grant  of  power, 
*  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures  which  said  Congress 
■liall  deem  neeessary  to  obtain  redress  for  American  ^ct- 
aocM.'  They  announced  tbeniselvcM  as  aetinc  as  the  re> 
preflentatlvofl  of  the  United  i^tati*s.  iu  general  Oongress 
assembled,  when  they  appealed  to  tin*  Supn^me  Judge  of  the 
world  for  the  reelltud>'  of  their  lnt«ntiiins.  Rhode  Island 
existed  from  the  Revolution  up  to  1K4*2,  under  a  royal 
charter  from  Charles  11..  granUnl  in  lOOU.  Rut  from  the  first 
colonial  cinjititutinn.  torme<i  l>y  Virginia,  6th  July,  1776, 
down  to  tho  last  of  the  oritrinsl  thirteen,  not  one  uf  them 
was  subniltt(*d  to  the  p«>0|ile;  but  thitir  di'logatc*,  in  con- 
Tent{>>n  nR!«>roMe«l.  ordnhieil  and  ostublifthed  them,  in  com- 
plbiii'v  with  the  plenary  powers  granted  to  them  by  the 
people  thvmt-elves,  ur  the  legislature.'* 

Uon.  Cl\rk  B.  CocnRANE  of  New  York,  In  the  House  of 
RepreseutatlTcs.  January  36th,  VOtS. 

**  llad  I  lieeu  a  memlter  of  a  cnnstitutional  conTontlon  of 
Kansas,  fuiriy  elected  and  cuiwlituted  by  ili<  peuple.  I  might 
have  aci*onle*d  to  ihe  owner  "f  this  s|H'cicK  of  proporly  (as 
was  done  at  Topi>ko)  a  reasonable  tiuiit  t<i  n-iuove  liis  KlaTos 
from  the  territory,  to  lie  dispi>f«d  of  in  any  manner  be 
Uiought  proper;  but  I  shoiilii  hHv«' done  it  as  a  nmtter  of 
furor,  and  net  concivied  it  sh  a  claim  of  H>;ht.  I  deny  that 
any  snch  rl-^ht  exii-ts.  No  such  rhiim  its  rHct>£(ni8>'d  by  any 
rule  of  j notice  or  equity.  'The  praetice  of  the  older  Ktat4'N 
which  liave  (il)ollHhi>il  slavery'  ba8  nothing  to  do  with  thtt 
rase  under  conxidiiratioii,  ritbur  by  aiiHlo;:y  or  otlirrwiHo. 
The  Justice  of  thin  claim  id  to  W  deUTDilued  by  the  Kansay- 
Ncbriutka  act.  Aa  thi.<<  act  wa><  put  forth  ax  inau^ui-ating  a 
new  policy  in  resp«>ct  to  the  UirritorieH,  we  luive  a  claim  to 
know  (though  not  responsible  for  the  nicviun-)  what,  are  the 
rights,  if  any,  i»f  the  {XNjpli*  umlcr  it?  I5  it  coiii'i^ittd  that 
the  pe«iplo  of  a  territory,  wlien  tb(>y  come  to  firm  a  state 
gomrnment,  niay  fxcluile  and  ali<>li»h  Mlavery  ?  Then,  ^i^, 
every  [lernon  who  carries  bi»  »Iave8  into  the  territorii'S.  carries 
them  with  notire  of  tbi>>  un4UeNti«>neil  ri>!bt  of  tln^  |H!op|i>, 
and  MubjiM't  to  the  exercis*'  of  that  riji;ht.  He  pM*s.  knowing 
and  acknowliwizlnjj:  that  the  iti»(»ple  may  s-ty,  whenever  they 
proceed  to  torm  a  ci>nKiitution.  that  property  in  human 
oeingK  shall  no  Ion-.;er  exi^t  in  the  territor>',  and  ho  goes  at 
his  pf-ril.  If  the  jie.jp'e  hay.  *  We  give  you  time  ti»  remove 
and  dis|>o«e  i»f  your  j«i:iviH  elsewhere.'  very  well;  if  not,  he 
has  no  r.iu<e  of  complaiiit  what«oover.'' 

lion.  Jonv  OK'HRvNr  of  New  York,  at  Tammany  Hall. 
»Ianth4th.  1S5S. 

'•  Kan.-a'*  UAn*:  admitt(>>I  a-*  :i  slate  nn>li>r  the  Lecompton 
con«tituti<iii.  havi'luT  people  the  i»«iw»t  t<i  rhiin;;e  or  In  any 
man'M-r  lo  .ilrnr  it  and  ."it  .iny  tlm*-  they  pl«>iir<«>  *  I  am  noiivr- 
tain  that  I  am  warrantfil  iu  JctMiniinr  tlii^  it n  Hence  l>in^*-r 
th.tn  wiili  an  anirniiilion  ot  the  pn>|Hi!iiti»n  nnpliifl  hv  lhii« 
lnterr'i;:at'»ry  ;  yet.  ^o  ^n-ni-nil  i-;  the  inttTi><'t  w  Ijjrh  |»«'rvrtih'H 
all  rl:i*>M-*<  n|Mtn  thi*  ni"menl'oiri  ^u■J|-4■t.  thnt  evi<rvtliiii;r 
piTtini'nt  to  it  ii*  ]>iw'i"i-fwA  "f  an  ariitiiial  if  not  a  natural 
lui|KirLiuii-<^  It  rirtainly  lannot  U-  .H«-ri'ius'y  (^no^iionel 
that  thi.H  p-iwi'r  P'si'fe-  in.  anri  ii  inM>|i:ir:ili!i'  fnini  th>' 
peoph*.  f^tj'i^  '.lit  ittjdttiwrr.i-jusi  tft  iihriM/iiiY.  U  the  lan'.'U.i'j'K 
of  Altrernoii  Sydney.  Kvi-u  tlif  iJi><*t<>rK  of  LayJcu-h  fulmi- 
nated thedotzmn  thnt  the  K^i\ei"i.;n  power  hI'ii.c  i<<  'onipi'toiit 
to  the  ni'ilincatiiMi  ■/ ::<iv»TiMii«Mit.  What  wa*  tJms  jis-nin'*!! 
by  the  parties  to  the  h<>1y  .ilHunce  I>  iiihemit  in  the  people 
i»f  the  United  .■'tateF--«uvi-riii.'nty:  iiml  the  tiuiNm  {<>- incap- 
able of  ii<->rum<-nt  that  nu]  n'me  j.ow<»r  Is  irr(.'H|-in«il>h>  e\eii 
to  itself  fi>r  the  ex<  nrine  i>r  its  functions  Rut  we  ht*'  oMi^red 
to  depend  on  neither  tbivry  n«)r  f  m-ign  iniitanc^'M  for  the 
fUfport  of  Uiu  pn.>i>'^»iUon.    Uur  own  history  furnishes  us 
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James  MadfaoB,  in  Na  40  of  ttaa  FadBtaHrt,  dalMAs  oar  f» 
sent  ConstitatioB  at  the  aet  of  the  pmpK  tboosh  wlgi—Hr 
recommended  by 'aTeryftwdepatMsfroaiaTaryfewstaw 
and  asserts  that  the  app.'T^iinM  of  tha  paopU  *  MdU  out  tB 
antecedent  errors  and  Irregolarltiea.'  Evivy  nmMllndH 
of  the  original  thirteen  states  lias  undertone  clianMit  and 
yet  the  oonstltntioos  of  none,  except  Naw  lUmpaUrc.  po* 
vided  for  alterations  or  admiued  them.  The  erastllnikm 
of  1821  of  the  sUte  of  New  York  was  displaced  and  abmcattd 
against  its  ezpiess  provisions  in  1846,  and  a  naw  ona  wai 
adopted  by  the  people.  In  the  ease  of  Luther  w.  BordM  (7 
Howard,  pp.  2-47),  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uuit«d  Statsi 
(Taney,  Chief  Justice)  says:  *No  one,  we  believa,  rvw 
doubted  the  pronusltkm  tliat  aoeording  to  the  Inatltotlnit 
of  this  country  the  soversignty  in  cver^  state  reaiilee  In  Ihi 
people  of  the  state,  and  that  thej  may  alter  mad  rhay 
their  form  of  government  at  their  own  pleasure.*  In  tt^ 
convention  which  framed  the  late  oonitituUou  of  ytqttah, 
a  proposiUon  was  made  to  insert  a  clause  providing  a  Mod^ 
for  its  further  amendment  The  proposition  wan  i^tdel 
on  the  ground  that  a  nujority  of  the  people  had  iIm  powtc 
at  anv  time  and  in  any  manner  they  pleased  to  amend  Ifea 
constitution,  or  to  make  a  new  one.  Among  the  voles  to 
which  it  was  nuectcd  were  those  of  James  aladisoD,  Chisi 
Justice  Marshall,  John  Tyler,  and  Littleton  TazevelL  X 
wIU  add  another  authority  which,  tlioush  eootcmpowyv 
is  entitled  to  all  the  respect  and  veneration  belOB^^| 
to  the  great  past  During  the  debate  upon  the  edod^ 
sion  of  Michigan  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  SlatiL 
Mr.  Renton  remarked,  'that  conventions  wex«  oridail 
acta  of  the  pei>ple.  They  depended  upon  inheivnl  and  l» 
alienable  rights.  The  people  of  any  state  may  at  any  IUm 
meet  in  convention,  without  a  law  oi  their  legislaturs,  ini 
without  anv  provision  in  their  constitution,  and  maj  slltf 
or  abolish  the  whole  frame  of  government  as  tbej  plsesfc 
The  sovereign  power  to  gorvrn  them«elve8  was  in  thi 
minority,  and  they  could  not  be  dlvokted  of  IL'— (Qaise  A 
!teaton*s  Debates,  vol.  12,  part  L  p.  1036.)  Sir,  Aers  Is  BS 
room  for  comment  upon  this  formidabl*i  array ;  no  cuspliBB 
to  their  general  current  is  anywhere  to  be  Iband.  They  tN 
full  and  conclusive  upon  the  point  that  a  peuplew  thrMl^ 
the  Intervention  of  tlwir  repreeentativea  In  convention,  ail 
clothed  with  the  power  of  abttwatiug  oM  constltutkms  sal 
of  establishing  new  oonstltutions  at  their  own  arUnnij 
pleasure,  regardless  of  legislative  law,  organic  law,  or  ms 
other  law.*' 

Hon.  ScHtTTLEii  CovtAX  of  Indiana,  in  the  Uonse  of  Bcpr^ 
sentatlves,  .March  20th,  1858. 

*^  When  the  gentleman  Arom  Mir<sirs!ppl  [Mr.  Barksdale] 
was  u(Kin  the  flfior,  a  little  while  r-.{o.  h»  put  fvnie  intrno 
eateries  to  me.  lie  winhed  to  know  whether,  if  Kansss 
c«me  here  with  a  constitution  adopted  by  her  pvupie 
recoicnlKing  slavery,  1  would  vote  fur  h<>r  adHiiMsl>-n  undaC 
that  con^litutionf  I  tell  him  now,  euiphaticallv,  in  adianos 
of  the  speech  which  I  have  pn>pareii,  that  1  would  net 
When  the  MiiiMuuri  compromise,  that  timtf>linoore<l  crjrapaety 
wari  repealed,  I  declared  then,  and  I  waintairi  it  u-w, 
that  by  no  vote  of  mine  shall  that  repeal  U*  carrifd  nut  to 
what  l' feared  was  Intended  tn  he  its  result;  and.  iher^fursi 
I  would  refu--^*  to  admit  Kansas  as  a  nla^e  ataie  under  aaj 
contlugeucy.*' 

Hon.  MARn?r  J.  Crawford  of  Georgia,  tn  the  Ilonie  ri 

Representatives,  February  24th,  18.'>8. 

"  Out  It  is  urged  thnt  althouish  th^chanrc*  made  Iw  true, 

and  that  a  majority  of  the  pe«ipleilid  not  vol-*  at  all  f»riBvr 

electiouH,  yet  the  fjocompton  i*ouKt|tuli>jii  wa<i  ^otw|  opuQ 

lepiUy  and  deci<J«Hl  a(;ain«t  by  the  |>e«^pl«>  on  Uw  4th  '^f 

•lanuary  last.    This  demands  c<in!>iderati-Hi.  b(<t  \*  enMly 

overcome.    The  ijueiition  made  Ik.  that  the  ItgtKlaluie  of  Ike 

tHrrilnry.  culhni  by  Se*Tetary  f'tanton.  din^f'iiii  th^tt  a  vole 

Khould  be  taken  agnlnxt  thecouMtituttun.  aiNl  ih.tt  tbMtrf» 

lature  was  le»!ally  aKseniMi-d,  and  i'H«tfe»»Ml  pii«ii>r  t>^  »«itl 

to  the  people  the  liooouipton  cimi>ti'.uti'm  ^T  iMlnpimn  n  r^ 

jt'ctiiin.    Our  answer  is,  that  the  icgislature  cxtl'ing  ibif  ma- 

vcnlion  and  clothing  It  with  |Miwrr  niiuht  have  liini:*^  it  la 

'  its  action,  and  requiriKt  the  whi'h'  coniititutMui  in  \^  naU 

j  milted  to  the  |NNiplu:  but  as  it  failinl  to  di*  •to.  thi  11  ibe  f\«A- 

!  vt;nti<>n  WMf  trcM  tu  act  as  it  th<ai::lit  pr<p,^r.  ami  r.o  it^4e- 

'limtl  hvihiaturecoultl  trammel  (t  direct  it»aciliiu.    T->  hnid 

olhiMWtNe  would  In;  t4i  hold  that  ibe  UiiiyUttHTt  va«  rupt-fflnf 

I  in  p<j-.\i>r  auii  HiVt>n-ignty  lo  thH  c>"irfi'i<>N.  fur  if  it  •twhl 

'  tiirtTtand  <-ont.n>l  thiK  KU^'jei-t  an>l  tbux  kUfeiit  the  c«iu*liUi» 

tion.  il  Would  lie  the  hittlK-r  |Mtwcr.  and  in  |)C«i>»-f%iott  of 

nl'ri!<ut4>8  unknown  to  U-jmlatiw  \*x\\v*,    Tbin  le;;nlataia 

I  f-Dulil  {latisany  law  within  the  iti-opi-  ut  itp  Juri-<ii<.'ii>>n.  hut 

.  nothing  mort*:  the  povivr  once  •'nj«\vt*l  by  i|i»«  |i-i:i«]jturs 

.  hail  imsM^t  away  tn^ni  iU  and  the  i-uljeet  wb!«  al-ive  a-.d  b^ 

yond  ilH  reach;  th<>  do->r  ^ixt^  ci'.>r.d;  the  art  was  nUiZatiry^ 

I  and  the  election  was  as  much  wlthtiut  effect  as  thoU|Ji  il 

I  had  been  upcn  the  Kansas  act.  initeil  of  the  OQUstlKnUa& 
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Bob.  Jms  J.  ttmm  vf  Kntackj,  In  Qa  Soata, 
March  lltt,  IBU. 

■'Tim  u*  Biiit  docWiua  whirh  tun  Ixn  wtnnnd 
hm  HlUi  irtileli  1  diHpaa.  ud  npin  Thkb  T  will  Mttlj 
ntam  ny  tIwi.  S«»  intitaai  h»<  irconl,  idJ  thu* 
lun  tUblKh  (BtliorllT  i?  Ok  PmldMit  ta  luitMln  Ihnn. 
ttat  Iha  KiBH»Nf bnAk  ut  fna  Ul  Ite  latborltr  Uut  l> 
omllT  tulHnd  bj  skit  la  oIM  n  natiUiiK  art  on  tha 
fnl*  of  •  t(nli«7.    I  HTir  nsMmd  It  an.    I  do  bh 

othic  IWBd,  DalDtalB  thai,  nodat  Uw 
tka  aOBTtnlloii  wen  bondd  ta  aabmll  t 


It  b^Hiaa  la  A*  p< 
IWpaoplaaf  ttwtti 


7bi  In  u£  p 
ollad  Bum 


a  Um  tarrlUHT,  than  n  alra. 

„        _.     _.  jol    ■   -  '       -    ■  ■ 

ainp  that  ttH7 

_^ , ,  aibd  aoTcndfntlaa  uj  bm  vn 

Utnnnlptjr  of  tta  pM|d«  oTtht  UnlUd 
"Bat  tb*  PnaMml  aaya,  In  nfrnnca  to  < 
i*«t-«««~.,  tbBt,  alcbonih  II  conUlna  a  pniT 
UMaaaBnBUsBnajteailMtarlwnitall 
BnMkrlMh  chaoHa  II  bakin  tlat  tlm~ 
tbc  peii|>la,  1^  tbalr  Irnairtlbla  pawar 
■lllwlaiiilhn  the  piovMontafUMir  I 


in  pnil  </liiB  anLhorily  u  If^llia  IhaakclkiDura  coaitn- 

Usn,  to  ^r*  Ibo  (oDTanUon  llaelf  a  l«iij 'ilitdn,  to  TKt  if 
wUh  IcfOl  powtr  ts  UBd  DM  mrral)  (b>  jwfjlc  but  Iba  (taa- 


CoDKTriH  Uwi-Fujam  ara  il«ckliT4. 

•■Tlia  larrMnclM  illrbila  IboBiaaln 
In  Ohio,  llllnnki,  Indlua,  MImhl 
ArkMBimt,  and  Tangaiias,  wid  Uiefal||u.  Um~  lt(V4alu«a 
bad  '  povar  lo  naka  Uwa  u  atl  aurA  !■«  Iha  pvd  gortn^ 
'  -'  "--  Hople  of  iha  aaJd  torrtteij,  Dot  ivpiiiHiaht  10 


**  CnofT— a  baa  coDatrimd  bUh  fanaa  of  ajpiawton  br  T«> 
log  anaEliiiK  acu  Ibr  bulb  cJaMH.  Mot  oaW  br  ufaki,  Unl- 
aJana,  Uia»urt.  Mlnlialppl,  Alabana.  IlUncila,  Indlua,  bat 


ill  thadaliOIaatlbaa 


aaa  IhDaf  hi  tbt  povvr '  (a  maka  lavaln  aj]  oiai^ 
nlmOrd  1 1 '  lo  ad  r^(fiiJ  nJ^i  of  ItgMatloa.* 

-   - CDBKTraa  tbD(l||bt  Diilbar  Kina  of  alpnailMl 

ulbdrtml  Iha  t«nparaiT  [arritmiik  foaarnmint  to  craata  a 


tan  cbaan  II  aa  IhoT  olcan    Hr  tbla  la  a  tbtt  talih    "^  motrtianea  *r  a  tnavTaiT  iwry    Inwlwd  la  aJ 

■jh«.tLjiidrnant,a«fTd.a(aroaadortrtn..»la.>,,7  J?,"-^''  '°*"',"'™'^"''''  '^PLr^"'?*  *''™"^ 
■Btraaooa.  Tta  pagpl.  cannnt^tart  Ihamatl™  b.  a  ron-  "°°_'"  "  "'ir''  fw  -ore  authwta.d  in  maka  lawil 
HMuUBnl    r  thought  that  wai  oaanf  Iha  iraat  ilnwa  and  t  P  ^      I        S-'l.     ^  137       '  "'"'•'•"•^  »••  "  "' 


I  thought .  _ 

MupoaHofacoutttaUoB.  ITt 
llhj  eaiBBM  thar  naka  vbat 


■laaiat  Tba  omalltatloD  wUeh  antatrhnt/  makM.  In 
Mfaitaandhi  alllu  pniwiaFa.  naat  ba  Uieriilt  of  itnidi 
ftralL    It  ounol  bg  lUillrh-^  aicrpl  Id  Iha  maonrr  p 

•■IftbaFmUeDl'adoetriBton  tbIaniUoelbatnn,  whi 
taameaaf  Iha  OunaUtutloB  of  Iho  Unllad  gUuar  IbiM 
■f  MawlBCthaBodaafaiiKBdBMDl  pnacribidtn  tbcCm 
lUtitloa,  tEa  paaph,  bf  their  ImabtlUa  sowar.  Diaf  In  an 
MhH  ■aima'  at  am  tlma  ehaai*  Iha  wMg  Iknina  of  oi 
■vrBBiDaBL  TtwnkDatafMaonitttmtkMln  thaUBlo 
Sit  daai  am  tepoa*  aonw  laatmlnt  ai  to  tba  BanBari 
AM(a.  What  naU  a  aanillttulaa  ba  It  tt  war*  JOat  ■ 
IMtetadufaaianf  oi«inrTBetoflbalgcli]alnrar  1 
wMti  \om  Kt  rhaiKtrr.  Tbnaa  who  talk  to  tba  paoBla  abet 
tta  WBUmHfd  and  tlUBllaUa  powv  tlST  tnaw  an  load 
be  a  daofaiena  OaetHM.  Tiiat  li  a  mt  et  lOTrralKBl 
Acta  tha  paeiila  aWBot  aiardia.    It  Otj  ba  mada  lar 


Maeii.ltwniM 
(PHofthaap 

la  Iha  pro|4*  ahoat  thab 
«*aM  be  Iba  and  of  that  aort  of  wnffalinili  In  tha  paofila. 
'tta  pagpla  nnit  nndentand  that  tbeli  riTtnlpitj, 
Ikafe  pnctkal  BTerdcDtj.  la  to  ba  aiardaad  Ihreuab  rapn- 
aaataaraa  and  delafiM,  mar  when  that  an  to  hold  tba 
MHT  eontnl;  anf  ts  boll  that  ontnl.  and  lo  li  and 
■■■*  urmanaBt  and  oparaUTa  tbalr  aoraratentj,  thgj  moat 


laurmanaBtai 
,  It  1b  tha  fun  I 


ilr  aoTaraltDti 
>.    TiMtlitb 

}r^^"itirBM  Iraa  that  tte  Tut^  manat 

Uat  IbemaalTa^  aad  ara  not  boirad,  by  Iha  MabrteUona  of 
tbilr  onatnaltoB.  Thn  BhT  nM  anlnt  Ihalr  own  aoD- 
MNiUuu;  UHfrnnTMatatMrowBlavaBdHiBalltutloa, 
Ittt  M  tba;  conld  TMala  tha  law  at  oaaaUIBUoB  of  anr 
other  peoiila;  bat  11  doaa  not  Mlow  list,  beaoaa  thar 
*ald  to  thai,  thai  haya  not  enalad  a  peltttial  oblltattec 
aB  thaBaalraa  h)>  a  esaaaialhia.DBlr  ta  aoaod  that  loatra- 
■anl  In  the  (oaidad.  lanprnta,  grwlBal  mathnd  wUeh  tba 
■"'■''^'-^' jjn^i  piDTldad  n  and  ptaartlbad." 

BTB  lUm  of  HvflaBd,  In  tha  Hoaaa  of 


ml/  pdllUoniM  tut  admlsilr 


•-  9taU-    That.  I  aopF'*^  'a 


rV  of  OiDgna  auIhi>rlaJB( 
mbadr 


itbnrltf  ta  hrr  « 

'lo"h"™lrt™U'r  llll  thrj  an  di«i>a4 
tr;  anar  \ivfn  li  a  atalv,  Congrw  mm- 
riKbt  of  trnitory.     On  (ha  tanicaiT 

alona,  the  apportfonnaBtt  of  r'-praaeplalkna,  the  rarr  paarta 


rllT  to  Icjrlalala  npon  anj  nhar 
ut  Iba  a)aLa  or  trrrttailga 
-  h«l  bafbra  aa 
t  It  Da  tha  ma 
ef  tba  etotaa  i 
r  tha  paoBia  w! 
IwoaUbadU 


♦18 


dead,  to  mik*  lA;  nlMDbfflltd 
•■■■■ttiuOBn.    A^lD  Ihc  PnMileni.  njn . 

Donwtk  [iHlln>UDD>->r>  llmllid  to  DuftmHir.  Tha 
(Alllan  tMtWMl  multf  'fid  iUf^.  j>nd  a  hw  Dlbvl.  arc 
'OODiHllo  luilltullinii.'  and  >r«  untlrelj  iluUurl  tnm  Inul- 

Uin UwD  bebnCongFDB,  nor  IndLtnl  ba> Uwn  ilnn  t«n 


Icabnjikm  ut.  fl  QirmHar  ■cou  Uuui  uut  of  ambrpdiiK  all 
ilutltuElnns  beJoQgfaiE  U  t  IattIUI^  di  ji  jUU.  iui  cohln' 
dllUnpulniiHl  fnim  Ukw  pIkmI  dqiIu  Uw  ouiiUol  uT  Cuo- 

ilm.  Knnm  VAiaar»lniUrt|>pl,  In  U»  »<"•••  BriKVn- 
HDiall'H.  ■^<br1lUT  34a>.  ix^. 

JUam  ft  charbir,  anUiorlilnE  llMin  to  psHliwt^r  Ihrm- 
MiM.  cniblM  Ihon  to  do  HjUiDg  »ul  ncrithlng  Dnnurr 

»,'°Tb!.'b..|nn  £■  ciH,  111>  p«t>ls  et  U>a  larrilor/  an  onl/ 
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inClnltai 


_]  ibayi: ' 

tamitnlsiJ  M  prepert^  *j 


atotid  lu  the  Viiloii.>b.'1 


-.-   _,      I  Ui«  oaiiuafl  u  niadt— bemiH.  U  if 

Matt  »T  nHh  or  Ibi  memlnn  who  cuidikh  Uii>  aocMy.  wJUi 
aai^  Dvar-^vliarttT  aTvrylblD)(  bdd  aa  Drupvrty  may  la 
UtntedDl  tliat  atltlbiKa  ana  lo'iilad  wllli  Uis  cInniaDta  oT 
-Dtli^  propprij  pot  pnvfenal;  aoexLiUpf^ 
■'Wbeb  tbn  ifftottlD  havaUiui  n,rrti«l.  tbDlr^latltflnowrr 

XrnitoFj  aa  propvrtj.  oT  thht  etuDi«i  \  l^oerr'ii.  IjjiTlnK  ink 
-powQTi  but  ^•EUlAtLrD,  canciDt  ^Jo  it  htni-ir,  and  if  oairK 
oiiDot  anOiortK  it  to  be  ilone. 

Tbs  peopla  of  tbi  larrllorr.  In  a  atatv  ••f  rrr^^tJ,  Mnnnl 
dalannJnv  nhcItaiT  idiTsmtMll  aiMar  ikiLu  Iii  that  n-n- 
dttloQ  Ihof  canoof  ciardn'  an)  Iml  onntml  IbjiTlcbli 

of  iMiyiMU  or  IhiHgii— nnr  ibity  do  lu  ibeir  IfKbda'J't 
diaJKlar.  The;  birluK  dirlred  renin  tfa«  niiF-rntDenl  l^Hr 
Onlj  (o  eaapC  TOlvfl  and  rriculi  iooii.  !r1j  Ij  loferlnr  to  Lbp 
powBf  InboTCDt  -to  thfl  rflopla  to  -form  a  comparl  betww 

unlf  poriwl  at  vbicfa  tbe    uralioii  of  trUvfTy  ran  b«  dptvr- 
Ilon.  lIcniT  L.  Ilt'O  of  »auHfhu»lU,  in  tha  nonw  ol 


itthtimaj  pt-tinlrom  ihi  pmpl*  nntaldaof  tbr  Ritm 

4imra  fmniTbli-b  the  ^po(t  mnvontJna  dprirn]  4a  All( 
tlty  Andifltbi?  treaiHinB  >1^' Ibr  tbe  ODB  to  drink -at  1 
ftttolain,  ■  cannot  bo  UffH  Rj  ibe  nib  '  to  parrakp  of 
lIllnicTi"!*™''"'!   raoebt.   iriJi-n.tbf  fionamn  _t.... 

dorlv-dal    lapfliterBodau'lirFriijfmni  ho  tirriiortal  Imii- 
.<.»  •l.-^n.^^-.»t.ri.,A],id1h-ln(l>]atarB  .Uiini 
oniilA    utbnrltfluifiinii     r- 


"pmrFr  to  «IMha  thb  vii 


)f>Et>IallTi!  pcnr  of  llu  btnilnt]'  iball  eilnd  Id  aO  rw'tfW 
tullifai  nf  UgislaUifn  ctmBlal«Dt  with  th^  Cobatnn1if4 

But.  i-lr,  Ihli  nclkin  s<it  onlr  llmili  Ihfl  prrvn-  gf  ika 
Unit  thai  ail  b^al^toa  "ti™' a>^  l«  n^itllt^Dt  villi  Ihi 
t  Juat  ■«  cl«r,  Jml  ■■  *^J,r.Jt  w  (be  i^r.  tSrvrj  btMt- 
nUl^iT  wantofgnorrln  lb*  1ndJ-IilBn ;  JniR  ■■  Bsi^a^ 

«llh  Iba  C^iutilntbiii.  Thr  rraanli  art  ii  In  in  inarta  >  fl 
*tt  Uienn>tltiitt(ni«rtb«  trtTHArr,  *Dd1arapTViV0frlk 
l-lrtiilatnn.  And  IMa  nait  har*  bna  » In  lt»  nalwrf 
ilngi,  in  tbaBbHBoaar«iT?<'*<<'l»  ta  *•*  mjmbh* 
pon  tha  niblM.    TorrttlwrlbaoiTUlca.l.Drlbkctft' 

-'":£& 


iy  V<lwa* 


nf  anTcrMhriloDM  thaiolunii  nvilltiilta>  ■■« i 
nnamBant  la  to  ait  InowtiUBll;  with  &•  iiaaBt 
It  ii  an  atirupt  to  innalir  tha  tatmUn  ^^  ^ 
povrr.  ilia  w  iLul.  jmhlnfurf  iHiTaia»int.fa»n  «■■>! 


from  vblrb  ]t  Ja  UuncbtVifo 

farihfT  rnxhllniE  act 

■hii-U  ■  l-avM  (fl.  w 

niiulata  tbulr  d>iiniaUc  iiMuuuHna  in  tMlr  mn  1|L^« 

iacl  orilt  1.1  Uh  lODnatUnllOD  of  lb.  UnlMdCWM.'    ««• 

vlioriaiin  llial,      dm  thh  ahum.  Iba^iiMwi  b»a«W 

rUf  !■•  cMiu  a  nHiTiDlkiB  dstbad  wllb  urn  to  fci»  a 

Bvtblnjr  luH^lbao  pMlw^mll^iMIIIH.  bf  lfc.OliallW»i 
'CiCiliaDnlI«dSt*lH.>Bdfcr(BibutTAMil«a^MM4MlM 

vKh  tha  ^nlTl^t'pr.'ck.ly       It  ia  ts  tha'oudttntK 

>ha  WlilUun.  la»  l»'ar.     ndar  tilb  «Ubw.  «•  laHhM 
f latl- IIITf  mm^ll    KubiRlinic    ba  oivalc  ad  IHiJt;aMi 

wduld  liDia  autbivllT,  niidcr  iliawna  rkiaiv,  hi  pnUtite 


insUatuiT, 

LiuilniM.uid  nDsldcwiainiylia: 

DrgiiJF  art  iban  tba    >ruailnn  -Y  an  -ffeiMi  s 
-   -'     "        '    r  dnii  rlalm     b.1  If  tba  larrluitia 


wvMilc  lai>  b«  takfi  ibiipnwrr  nay fr-M ih.  WWwm 
aDdrloUirrt  (btif.Triwt  ■ilbS'tu  u|»nallU^Hb.M 
b.  dTarrldilFn  «nlT  1}  ■  t,.W  uf  t<>..ll.inlL  &>.  h...  bu  II 
takcD  i>a>-.  ur  ikUw.  '  *'>r  innTeit.  U.I'  piioar  hi  nallr  a 
CDUtllutina.         ]fa>  •nilDlr  ad  tiiu  rivalnj   a  lv(l-tauia 


U^.X"l 


■«W1.?    I 
■lyitcal  pRImiv  tbat  it 


Id  thtllaufvDTIl'pfw 


-...J  .-. „      .-  ,.     anr  n«>|i>.  It     irm|if4  III*  VI 

liiw    )in  tnrlinHal  liqEh-   -piMplii  -nli^rvTiir  II  -tilit* 
lali  re  <iw1»«        lu  I*'*     irom  Iba  nraund-  »i-t.        sm  i  mnn'  H  .  Eiaadrt  alici;      i<l 

:t<i>ir  ir-lnit  'it  autlirxlly  i"  that  In-ammikli-  .  thr  of  riii>|[r>M  i1h>  I'niLrnlliin  .1 
iMilili'.  ■Kbrrr  lb'  nii'n  nf  Tlvha  Wurr 'di-lnui^i'd.  Ill  thr  N-irtb  I"  that  •lnll^  >i>  t  I  ] 
onanlr  ai-l  <rlll  be  d.und  bolli  Iharrnllon  and  lliit  mniinip'  i  Slairry  rrami".  aii<l  rkv  ili 
nfall  l^^nlallta  |H>*Hr  In  Ibr  >^r^lIo^  And  tilnlarlbaK  >l»t..:  ri'linln  lniiT>i1i'ni"iit>  . 
drfl[|i-li"ili»tllFnlHtolli«  inJWiT.'f  l»ll»l»lurf.  whWi  ■  i:jiliir"f  tlu<  *ii;  in  iiii-,  .It, 
It  rrmt.'i.  In  -IblVJB  b■Iln^  bfvond  which  ll  raim.Pt  iTO,  In  al-l.'  ii^ln  i  r  .  In  tlii~ 
lhi»ow,.nl8--ivi™t'"eplJ'-fourthi.ftl).*iil:—  '. -1, 11 
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nbn.  Ritmr  S.  ftamnr  of  New  Toik,  in  tlM  Boom  of 
lUpNMiitaUTM,  rabrauy  lUth,  1868. 

*'G«ktl0men  on  tlM  other  aid*  of  Um  IIoow  tail  na  that  If 
tba  Laeompton  oonatitutloa  ia  not  andoraed  by  Ooogr«aa,  the 
Dnlon  will  be  diaaolvad.  Aa  much  aa  I  love  tha  Union,  and 
cheriah  ita  hallowed  racollactiona ;  aa  mnch  aa  I  reTerencc 
tba  mamory  of  ita  foundera,  and  their  living  and  laat  with 
fir  tta  perpetuation ;  aa  much  aa  I  hope  from  Ita  mlKaiun  in 
tha  flaid  of  libertj— I  would  ti7  the  experiment.  If  1  had 
tba  power,  to  defiiat  thia  nimrpatlnn,  thia  ebeat,  thia  fraud 
upon  the  riffhta  of  the  people  of  Kanaaa.  Bat,  air,  I  hare  no 
max  of  diaralution  fhxn  thia  cauaa.  I  aoaroaly  bellevt  there 
•ra  fifty  thouMUid  men  in  all  the  South  that  would  rally 
■ndar  tba  black  atandard  of  Sinolutioo.  The  Union  ii»  not 
to  be  dlaauUed.  I  fear  vaatly  more  in  the  eonanmmatUm  of 
lliia  icraat  wrong— commotion,  atrife.  and  bloodahed — and  a 
fapnadi,  if  not  a  blot,  upon  tha  great  azpeiiment  of  aelf- 
floranunent" 

Hod.  L.  f .  8.  Vosm  of  Oonnactteut,  In  the  Senate,  March 

8th,  1858. 

**  In  the  territory  of  Kanaaa,  we  know  that  the  people  are 
•xoaadinKly  divided  in  their  aentimenta  in  regard  to  goTem- 
■aent.  We  know  that  a  very  large  fiortlon — ninetven-twen- 
tiatha  of  the  people  of  that  territory,  tat  I  brlleTe— are  In 
faror  of  iMving  It  a  ftve  atate.  i)nw-twentieth  may  1m  in 
flafOr  of  having  it  a  alave  rtate.  Here,  however,  i*  a  ron^tl- 
tatkm  whk'h  twtabll»heii  alavery  In  It  for  ever.  Now,  I  mt, 
aababllah  thia  conxtltution,  and  It  can  never  be  InwfQlly 
•boUahed,  except  by  conaent  of  every  ulavehnlder  in  the 
atata  of  Kanaaa.  If  it  can  never  be  lawfully  abollahed  except 
by  the  eonnent  of  every  alavkholder  in  the  atate.  it  iilmply 
raoognlMw  thia  principle,  that  where  a  right  Is  aecurwl  under 
a  eonatitution,  and  a  mode  ii  provided  lu  that  conatltution 
§n  amending  or  altering  it.  that  right  ran  never  Ite  afft^cted 
or  taken  away,  except  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  mn- 
atitutkin  Itaelf.  The  acquiMti^ence  of  every  one  whose  ri^ht 
la  lo  ba  affoeted  baa,  mi  doubt,  the  aame  efTi-ct.  And  tbii* 
fwindple  la  applicable  not  only  to  ihe  owner  of  property,  but 
the  holder  of  ofBce,  aa  the  judge  of  a  rourt,  a  sheriff,  or  any 
other  ofloer  who  might  be  holding  an  office  utuler  the  old 
eonatitution.  If  the  people,  under  thia  InalienaMe  right  that 
la  talked  about,  should  make  a  new  eonatitution.  tUft  new 
ofBeara,  ordain  and  establish  new  courts  of  Ju^tice.  and  set 
ap  a  new  atate  government,  all  those  who  an*  holding  office 
mdar  tha  former  eonatitution  and  under  the  old  govern- 
■aat,  nolasa  ihey  chose  to  give  up  their  poidtlona  and 
•ei|Bleaee  In  this  revolution  of  their  government,  would  l>« 
tawAiliy  In  the  placea  to  which  they  had  been  appointed 
vmlar  the  orljdnai  eonatitution  and  under  the  original  law. 
and  oould  call  upon  the  Kxecutlve  of  the  Unite<l  ^^tatefl,  if 
th^  were  a^-out  to  be  forcibly  removed  fh>m  their  office^),  or 
If  thalr  legal  beheata  were  not  obe/ed,  and  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  would  be  bound  to  rail  in  the  physical 
fMoa  of  tiie  country,  the  militia— the  Army  of  the  Ihiited 
Btatea  to  earry  oat  and  to  execute  the  mandates  and  Juilg- 
menta  of  the  original  and  lawful  legal  tribnnalx  under  the 
old  eonatitutloD,  and  never  allow  thoae  tribunals  or  those 
oAoan  legally  In  power  to  be  overthrown  and  dl^tplaced  by 
the  now  elalmanta.  Would  the  t«upreme  Court  allow  whnt 
gantleaien  here  call  'property*  to  be  disposed  of  bv  the  will 
of  the  m^rlty  In  any  other  manner  than  ns  provided  In  this 
oonatitotion  ?  Na,  air ;  nobody  believer  it :  and  that  is  a  tt'St 
of  tha  qoeatlon.  bacauae  there  are  other  rights  as  dear  an  the 
*lght  to  property;  and  If  that  may  not  be  done  there  is  an 
end  of  thia  looae  talk,  aa  It  aeems  to  me,  about  the  inalienable 
il^t  of  the  people  to  govern  themaelvea." 

Hon.  BnPHBi  C.  Fosm  of  Maine.  In  tho  House  of  Repre- 
■entaUvea,  Bfareh  10th,  1858. 

.**  We  are  alao  oppooed  to  the  reduction  of  our  own  fhfc 
laboring  claaaea  to  the  level  of  slaves,  hy  compelling  them 
to  work  hy  their  ride.  We  claim  the  common  lerritorivM  as 
the  common  heritage  of  the  people — the  free  pei^ple.  Cer- 
tainly, if  slaves  cannot  own  themselves,  thoy  chu  have  no 
light  to  go  into  tbu  territories.  The  terrilories  mu^t  eitbir 
be  free  or  slave.  If  the  lallcr.  then  free  lab«)rers  have  no 
further  Intervst  In  them ;  fiir  It  is  a  wellH-atablished  fiicU 
that  wherever  slavery  exists,  the  slaveholders  get  pomeasion 
of  ail  the  lands  that  aru  ;;oi»d  fitr  aiiytliliig.  niid  rn>wd  mit 
Che  p(K>r.  l^Uve^y  and  frci.<dotn  are  lrre<i<nriluble  ns  oil  and 
water.  They  cannot  be  tenant*  in  couimmi  of  the.  sume 
trrritiiry :  and.  since*  one  mu>^t  give  wav.  hIiMi  »ball  it  Us 
'he  btack  sIk%i;  or  the  white  rn>einsnt  1  ill^il(t  liuit  the 
ilave  mu«t  be  exfluileil.  but  not  the  .S>«th.  Tlie  ;:reat  maaH 
ol  thn  ^foutheru  i^eople  are  not  slaveholders,  an>l  they,  like 
"w.*  of  the  North,  an*  Int'reMt^l  In  kee|king  out  the  alavei'. 
The  alaveh»Id»>ni  theinsehes  may  ^o  and  enjoy  the  terri- 
tori«>is  but  they  must  leave  their  slaves  at  houio.  But  It  is 
ftereely  aaked,  shall  wp  uol  carry  our  property  ?  I  answer. 
S3 1  There  la  no  hardship  In  exciuJIng  a  particular  apoclen 
•f  property  from  a  atate  or  terrltotT ;  It  la  a  eommon  aud  no 
vorj  hcavj  grIeYanee.    In  the  atate  fton  wliich  I  cam^  the 


hanks  are  pannltted  to  lanio  one  dollar  Ulla;  and  wt  flo4  II 
impossible  to  avoid  taking  them.  They  are  my  money,  mj 
property:  and  yet,  when  1  arrive  In  Washington  with  mj 
pocket  fhll  of  them,  1  find  that  I  dare  nut  pasa  them,  undi^ 
a  penalty  of  ten  timea  their  value.  Your  Cnngrearional 
legialatlon  baa  rendered  them  n^elcaii  to  me.  In  Tike  man- 
ner. Oongreas  prohililts  the  luatltotlons  of  rum.  gin.  and 
whiiikeT,  In  the  Indian  territories:  and  why  may  it  not  pnh 
hibit  the  f^ni  more  pernldona  and  wicked  inftitntlon  of 
negro  slavery  T" 

Hon.  M.  R.  H.  QAvmr  of  Virginia,  Ip  the  Houae  of  Br 
preaentatirea,  March  22d,  1858. 

**  Sir.  this  point  baa  been  ao  well  treated  by  Mr.  Oalhoan, 
In  a  letter  addreaaed  to  my  ccrfleague  [Hon.  WHliam  Smith], 
that  you  will  excnae  me  Ibr  adopting  hia  worda,  ao  muea 
better  than  any  I  could  offer. 

"'With  this  answer  to  yonr  second  question,  I  shall  now 
proceed  tp  reply  to  your  third.  It  la  in  the  followhig  worda: 
'  After  a  atate  haa  been  admitted  Into  the  Uulon,  baa  tho 
numerical  majority  of  the  people  of  such  state  tho  right  to 
alter  or  aboli<«h  the  constitution,  regardle8A  of  the  mode  pnh 
•critied  for  lis  amendment,  if  any :  and  where  there  ia  noni^ 
of  the  refusal  or  assent  of  such  htate  ?* 

** '  I  anawer— no ;  neither  after  nor  before  admlaskm.  If 
the  right  exists  at  all,  it  must  be  either  a  natural  or  acqiUrad 
righu  It  cannot  be  the  former;  because  all  such  righta  bi^ 
long  to  man  In  what  la  called  the  state  of  nature— that  k. 
In  the  stale  which  ia  supposed  to  precede  the  existence  or 
government,  or  what  ia  m}ioi  the  political  state.  Althoogb 
the  human  race  cannot  exL«t  wltnout  society,  nor  sodetj 
without  government,  yet,  in  the  order  of  things,  man  must 
have  existed  beforo  K)ciety,  and  aociety  before  government. 
And  hence  it  has  not  been  unusual  for  elementary  writen 
on  morals  and  politics.  In  treating  of  the  rights  and  duties 
of  man,  to  reeard  him  in  each  of  thei%  states.  In  hia  ni^ 
tural  state,  he  Is  considered  simply  aa  an  individual,  with 
no  sui^rior;  and  his  rights  and  duties  arc  deiluccd  from 
those  faruKlea  and  endowment!*,  physical,  Inti'llcctual,  and 
moral,  which  are  common  to  the  raco.  Ke<ranl(Hl  in  thia 
state,  all  are  c<iual  in  rights.  In  it,  each  indiviilual  is  the  s»lo 
n)aster  of  his  own  actions;  and  there  are  neither  nmjoritiei 
nor  minorities,  nor  the  rights  of  majorltieii  and  minorities. 
In  the  other  or  political  state,  he  ccnM's  to  !><'  nvanied  In 
this  Isolated  and  Independent  character,  nnd  is  vlewntl  as  a 
monilter  of  a  body-politic,  or  a  state:  tltat  is.  a  stHriety  or- 
ganized under  a  government,  which  represents  its  sovereign 
will,  and  through  which  it  acts.  It  la  iu  this  state,  and  this 
only,  that  majorities  aud  mLnoritlea  are  known,  or  bnve.  aa 
such,  any  rights.  Whatever  rights  they  posses^,  arc  poUtkal 
rights— the  whole  elaj<a  of  which  are  a<-quirad — and  aro 
called  conventional:  that  la,  rights  derived  from  agreement 
or  compact,  expressed  or  Implied.  IIow  alvsurd,  then.  Is  1^ 
to  suppose  the  right  of  a  m^jori^  to  alter  or  abolish  tho 
constitution  la  a  natural  right— a  right  belonging  to  man  ro> 
garded  as  existing  in  a  state  of  nature — when,  in  that  state, 
majorities  and  minoritiee  are  unknown. 

***lf,  then,  the  right  of  the  majority  exist  at  all,  it  must 
be  aa  a  conventional  right:  antl  fortunately  for  the  dedalon 
of  the  question,  if  It  reallv  exists  In  that  charactftr  in  our 
system,  thera  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  it.  The  provi- 
dent foresight  of  our  ancestors  has  not  left  to  conjecture  or 
impliration.  in  whom  the  right  to  aboll^tb  constitutions,  or 
forms  of  government,  resides;  or  how,  for  tho  mo"t  part.  It 
is  to  be  exerciaed.  In  every  caae  (including  the  Federal 
Constitution)  except  New  Jersey  and  Tirginla — and  recent^ 
ly  Khode  Island — the  authority  by  which  it  ia  to  be  exa»> 
ciaed,  aud  lu  what  manner,  is  dedgnated  in  the  conatit» 
tions  themaelvea'  ♦  •  •  ♦  • 

*■  *  Now.  aa  the  right  if  It  exists  at  all,  muat  exist  aa  a  eo»* 
ventional  right ;  that  is,  a  right  founded  on  ezpreaa  agreo> 
meiit  or  compact,  or,  in  the  aoaenco  of  auch  an  one.  Implied, 
it  follows,  from  the  statement,  that  It  doea  not  exbt  by  ex- 
press agreement  or  compact.  In  any  of  the  casea  where  pro- 
vi«ion  is  made  fur  amending  the  constitution;  nor  can  It 
exist  by  iroplicatlnn.  in  any  atate,  unless  in  the  only  two 
where  constitutions  make  no  provisions  on  the  aulject.* 

•'  *  Why  waa  It  not  left  to  the  discretion  of  Congreaa  and 
the  Mate'legislaturea,  to  rail  eonventioos,  or  propose  amend' 
nioiitii  to  the  people  for  their  ratification?  It  i^  not  i»ecauae 
the  |KiWi'r  of  doing  either  waa  doubted,  but  because  thoao 
It  bo  fhimi'd  them,  while  they  were  too  wise  not  to  aee  that 
amendments  would  liccome  n<-c«tssary,  were,  at  the  aame 
time,  too  deeply  impressed  with  tlie  danger  of  frequent 
( hnngf^  in  the  fundamental  law  of  a  slate,  to  permit  amend- 
ments U>  l«  made  with  too  murh  fiirllity.  To  meet  the  os% 
it  was  necnssary  that  they  should  W  left  open  to  amend- 
ments, and  to  guard  against  the  other,  that  rustrictlons 
should  be  inipowpd  on  tho  amending  power:  or,  withoitt 
Cbcni,  the  numerical  majority  of  the  legialature  might  call 
conventiona,  or  prfipoee  amendmenta  at  pleaaore,  to  bo 
adopted  by  a  like  majority  of  the  people.  The  eonieqaenoo 
would  be,  that  eonstitntlonf  might  be  dianged  with  alBNil 


T2: 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


Ib«  MOM  ftoDltj  «  oidhMUjr  ■eti  of  the  lef^Uaturt.  Itlito 
yartimlD  this  Ihdllty,  that  In  all  mm*,  whare  the  eoiutlta* 
tbm  proridea  tar  lU  aiiMndnitnt.  It  impoaeii  nurtrictioiM  on 

tht  power  of  amaidlng,  which  would  not  otborwlse  «xiet' 

•  •••*•• 

'"In  deojing,  howerer,  the  right  of  the  numerical  ma- 
jority, w  such,  to  alter  or  abolish  the  cnnntitatlon  of  a  utate, 
resanlleeR  of  the  forms  prewrlbcd,  or.  where  there  are  none, 
without  the  conmnt  of  the  governuent.  I  am  far  from  deoj- 
ing  that  the  people  are  the  mmnv  of  all  power:  and  that 
their  authority  is  paramount  over  all.  But  when  politicel, 
and  not  natural  righte  are  the  subject,  the  people.  a«  has 
been  stated,  are  regarded  as  constituting  a  body^litic,  or 
■tate,  and  not  merely  as  so  many  IndiTtdnala.  It  la  only 
Vben  po  regarded  that  Vieu  posau  any  polUieal  rights. 
TIawed  Indlviduallyyas  the  elements  of  which  the  body-poll- 
tto  Ib  formed,  they  poetess  none  but  natural  rights.  TiJcen 
In  either  light,  the  people  may  alter  or  almlish  their  coniti- 
tation:  but  with  this  dilferenee— that  In  the  former  they 
can  only  do  It  by  acting  aooordlng  to  the  preaoribed  forms, 
^lare  there  are  such,  and  when  there  are  noner  through 
the  agency  of  Its  representative  and  organ,  the  gOTemment 
of  the  state;  while  in  the  latter  they  act  indirldually,  and 
OB  individual  rcfponslbillty.  Hie  one  Is  a  polltloal,  and  the 
Other  a  natural  right,  or,  as  ufiually  oall«Mi  in  such  raiies, 
Vu  r^ht  qf  retclutinn;  and  can  be  resorted  to,  rightHilIy, 
OiUt  where  government  has  filled  in  the  great  ofjects  fbr 
l^Msh  it  was  ordained— the  security  and  happineiv  of  the 
people;  and  then  only  where  no  other  romedy  can  be  ap- 
plied. In  such  easoa,  the  Individuals  who  compo!*e  the  mm- 
nnnity  rightfully  resume  tlieir  natural  rights,  which,  how- 
trer  restricted  or  modified  they  may  be  in  the  political  stati*, 
•re  never  extinguished.  But  a.<>  a  natural  right.  It  is  thf> 
right  of  individual,  and  not  that  of  majorities :  altliough  it 
mi^  not  be  so  safisly  and  prudently  exercised  by  one  man, 
or  a  minority  as  a  majority,  it  btdongs  to  one  as  well  as  the 
Other.' 

**Thls  admirable  rsaaoning,  Mr.  Chairman,  leaves  us  only 
to  inquire,  what  mode  has  KanieiN  provldml  for  tlii*  anicnJ- 
ment  of  her  eonstltutlou  ?  The  fourteenth  section  of  the 
tohedule  answers : 

***Aftertheyear  1864.  whenever  thelegialatnre  sfanll  think 
It  neeeasary  to  amend,  alter,  or  change  this  ronrtitutlon, 
ttiey  shall  recommend  to  the  electors  at  the  next  general 
elaetion,  two-thirds  of  the  memben  of  each  houKe  ei>nrur- 
ring,  to  vote  for  or  against  calling  a  convention:  and.  If  it 
ahali  appear  that  a  mnjorltv  of  all  ritScHn!i  nf  the  state  have 
voted  for  a  c<mvention,  the  leginLiture  ahall,  at  ite  next 
tegular  session,  call  a  convenli«tn.  to  oonxiHt  of  as  many 
nembera  as  there  may  bo  in  tho  housn  of  repreK^ntativvs 
ftt  the  time,  to  l>e  chosen  in  the  xamt*  manner,  at  the  Mine 
places,  and  by  the  same  electors  that  fh'KMe  the  rHpr*>fM>iitu- 
tlvee.  Said  delngntci*,  so  elortnl.  kIimU  mt^'t  within  thri'«* 
monthji  after  Mid  election,  for  tht*  purp'itM*  uf  rvvi.sin'X.  nninml- 
ing,  or  changing  the  conKtituMon ;  but  no  alteratinn  Hhnll 
be  made  to  alTert  tho  rights  of  pniperty  in  the  owuersliip  of 
alaves.' 

**The  time  here  namod — after  the  y««ir  1861 — ix  m  much 
A  part  of  the  prevoriboU  mode  of  HimmtlinK  as  tho  two-ihlnls 
Tote,  or  any  of  the  othur  nrndltinns.  It  goes  to  the  very 
eaaence  of  the  pruviHl'^n.  and  wipely,  I  repeat,  n%  a  gunrnntee 
against  rash  and  precipItJite  rhaugn.  ^iipp«)^e  lhi>  cIhuk*; 
had  raid  that,  whi-nevt^  the  le^iNlntnre  think  It  niMt'^Hnry 
to  amend,  It  nwy,  nt  ItM  regular  sps-inti.  by  a  tw(»-ihlrd  v(»te. 
call  a  convention;  would  It  follow  th.nt.  at  an  extra  Ki'.<»<ion, 
a  men*  majority  vote;  might  <*all  a  conTention  f  s'urely  not; 
and  neither  due:*  the  (K>wer  of  two^tliinl.^  to  call  a  convention 
after  18(U  Imply  the  power  of  a  majority  only  to  call  one 
before.  The  conVtltutional  pp-siTiptioii  of  a  particular  mode 
of  exercising  a  power  pre<'Iuiles  all  other  modes:  in  leiial 

Shrane.  •/■jr^/rfMiVi  uniuf.  est  ijrclujtio  altfrius'  This  rlau-*'* 
eterminnK  who  shall  anien<l — a  ifmvenlion;  who  shall  rail 
arunveution — two-thirds  of  th*'  leuij^latun';  and  tho  time 
when — after  18<U.    It  define!*  tho  futire  aaiendliig  power. 

Hon.  L.  .T.Oartp.ku.  nf  (lenrgia.  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tativeii,  Januar>'  2.5th,  lSo8. 

*•  I  doflre  to  say.  for  my  time  I;*  very  brief,  that  what  I 
have  f>ald  hai«  lM>en  ilirttoted  nininly  tu  the  attainment  of 
two  o)»je4'ts.  TlicH'.'  (ilijiMrtK  are  paramount  with  me  to-day. 
Prou't  aa  an  American  citiM^n.  ]iroud  of  the  country,  and 
the  whole  country,  of  the  North  at  wi>ll  as  the  Smth.  my 
objfH'l  ii<  toilciiiand  fitrli^arance  >it  your  han'l.s.  ami  pn'^M'rve. 
If  wo  c.an.  til"  I'fiion  of  uur  fitlier-.  My  Keron«l  auil  gnyit- 
eat  object  ix  to  liavi;  jtei-nn**!  to  the  iKMipleof  the  .South  their 
eonHtitutimnl  ri^htK.  fh!Iy.  entirely.  iin<l  etTcctUNlly.  You 
Bay  drive  nu-  fr-.in  my  I'lvs'..  (fO'hion:  vmi  may  force  nje  to 
abandon  th<*  I'ninn  :  ymi  ni.iy  tfar  the  stara  and  t^triiK's  | 
voder  whioh  our  father:*  fon^ht  ami  won  their  liljerlles,  and 
Irample  it  under  fxil;  you  may  drive  me  from  my  advocacy 
af  the  Union;  I'Ut,  hir.  never.  'wl.il«  I  have  an  arm  to  raise 
■r  a  tongue  tu  spe^k,  a  lieart  to  feel  or  a  hand  to  strike}  can 


yon  drivo  ma  fnm  tha 
Sonthem  equality. 


**  I  tall  gentleman,  ftarther.  that  in  order  U%  piaaf  a  tti 
Union,  you  must  admit  Kansas  aa  a  atnta  with  iha  l«aM» 
ton  eonsUtiitlon.    Yon  muat  admit  her  aa  a  aUn  alnlai  with 


that  oonsUtntioii.  And  why?  Sir,  this  wbotoKnMaai 
tlon  Is  '  in  a  nnt-alieU.'  It  dependa  upon  a  jdaRla  prioalpli 
— it  ia  tha  duotrlna  of  aon-inUirrentlon.  ■nataiwad  hf  tts 
gruat  Democntie  party  of  the  eonntrj  in  tb«  laat  naaUaB* 
tial  elertlon.  Danocrata  fknn  Now  Yofh.  INgoaaylTanla,ao< 
other  Northern  atatea.  have  galiantlv  and  manfallf  alaad 
by  this  prlncipla.  I  honnr  them  for  It.  The  Soath  hoaarp 
them  for  it.  Thay  are  Satinmal  DemtioratM.  and,  an  «iefc,aie 
doar  to  the  people  In  ny  acctton.  W«  honor  tlma  fbr  Ihrir 
devotion  to  principle.  Ihit,  air.  I  aald  thta  Kan— a  qoaattsa 
dependa  upon  the  great  principle  of  nnn-luterv«Ailoa.  Rsa 
that  principle  bean  obasrvadf  I  aay  H  baa  not  Wehon 
had  interventkin  thara.  It  baa  been  the  lalerveatiBB  af 
Walker  and  Stanton  agalnat  the  South,  and  in  fliiur  of  the 
North,  and  it  doaa  not  He  in  the  numlha  of  gentleaan  to 
make  ol^Jectlon  to  bar  admlMdon  now.  It  la  tnio  the  Baalb 
baa  achieved  a  triumph  in  Kanaaa;  but  ttwaaavktuif  wm 
over  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  oAoera  of  the  | 
government  agalnat  alavaiy  and  agninai  tha  Sovlh.*^ 

Hon.  llmT  C  Goodwdt  of  New  York,  In  tko 

Ropreoentativea^  Febmaiy  24tb,  1858. 

*«  Notwlth»4anding  all  tUa,  tha  admlnlatntloa, 
to  the  gaae  of  the  nation  ita  davoCkm  to  the  inl 
alavery.  baatena,  with  the  power  and  inflnenco  of  the  | 
ment  it  controls,  to  complete  thia  daring  and  Inlai 
spiracy ;  and  urg«a  Congreaa,  at  Uie  risk  of  civil  atrili  aai 
Muodshed.  to  foree  not  only  this  eonatltutloa,  bnt  atata  c* 
cers  and  the  Inalltutlon  of  slavarv,  upon  the  people  of  Xaa- 
MS,  against  their  eaEprcsseif  and  reoordad  tciXL  fflr,  lUi 
attempt  will  awaken  a  Jnst  apirit  of  retributloB ;  ita  aaBsaa 
would  HmtMi  the  whole  land,  and  call  forth  a  leapuaioft— 
the  Iwllot-box,  com|iared  with  which  the  nptislnff  af  As 
people  of  the  free  states  at  the  Prealdential  election  af  UM^ 
wuulil  be  but  as  the  whispering  of  the  nunmer  wlada  li  Aa 
loud  wail  and  foarfbl  blaata  of  tha  awakened 

Hon.  WiLu  K%  8.  GROEtaKX  of  Ohlo^  In  the  He 
sentatives,  March  Slat,  1858. 

"It  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  tho  people  < 
themaeiraa  In  this  way.  We  have  heard,  thai 
ti'm  cannot  bind  ancMher.  I  do  nut  caiv  to 
propo«iti«.in ;  I  do  not  care  to  argue  the  pmpoeliion  whelhiT 
the  living  can  legally  bind  the  dead.  1  may  gnat  thai 
they  cannot  That  is  not  the  question.  Tin*  queetkm  la 
ran  the  livhiK  bind  themselves.  The  qne«ti(>n  I  have  Is 
coni*iiler  in  n- ference  to  this  provision.  K  whether  yuu,  aad 
I,  and  all  of  ua,  have  the  right  to  biml  ourf^lvee  for  Iht 
brief  perio-l  of  six  years,  from  1858  to  iNtU?  What  aiv  w«* 
sy)vereigus— esMentlal  parts  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  goearo- 
ment,  wearing  ao^'ereignty  as  it  were,  u|ion  our  shoahfara 
'Dierc  is  no  power  aliove  us,  and  no  power  to  control  aa 
Where  is  the  power  above  me,  which  aays  I  eannoC  Mad 
myself?  If  there  be,  sovereignty  is  there  and  not  la  9tt. 
Do  yon  tell  me,  sir,  I  cannot  bind  myself  for  rlx  years?  I 
am  no  freeman  If  I  cannot.  You  treat  me  aa  If  1  weie  aa 
infant,  aa  if  I  were  a  lunatic,  as  If  I  were  an  imbvcllc.  Yoa 
put  me  under  guan1lani>htp.  To  whom  .*  I  ran  go  into  a 
partnerahip  and  bind  myeelf  for  Ax  yeara  to  carry  nut  aoaia 
two-penny  arrangement:  but  when  I  eomo  to  the  oeat 
mattc-rs  of  government,  where  staMlity  ia  mnat  nerdvd.  and 
wherein  my  highest  rights  are  cared  for  and  d^p-«tcd.  ihra. 
according  to  the  theory  of  these  gentlemen,  tlinugh  a  fW^ 
man,  I  lia? e  no  power  to  hind  myaeJf  tiir  f>ix  yeaml  Thai  ia  a 
curious  notion.  In  my  juilgment.  of  the  ri^chta  of  a  fr«^  maa. 

'■  What  mean  the  itimnientatora  n|«on  this  ml^ert,  fn  »1- 
vislng  that  r<mf>tltution9  lie  framed  to  secure  H-m«  de^rpri  f 
i*tability  and  permanence  in  government }  W  XjxX  im«pt 
Thomas  Jeflt'rson.  when  In  treating  of  tlils  aultjert  hf  mh- 
vixtMl  that  constitutions  should  tw  mnde  nlti^Nbl^  vvery 
twenty  years.  With  the  tables  of  mortality  In  his  hand,  and 
with  a  rlnw  ami  careful  re«'kunlnc.  he  a«ivrtaiu*-tl  how  lor; 
the  minority  of  any  given  gener.-«iion  wimiM  sur«ln*.  and  re- 
commended that  as  the  {icriod  ^t  which  r»<nstituilo>is  4ioiild 
be  made  liinding.  What  did  he  mean  1>y  thi«.  If  tbey  v%n 
Ite  changnl  at  any  time  regardie«s  of  their  )in>vfsK^ns?  Lei 
me  give  hli*  Uncnage.  In  s^ioaklng  of  the  pmpri.-ly  of  pr* 
vlding  for  pericnllcdJ  amentlment-*  i^f  cnn«tltutiiin<'he  says 

"*  liet  us,  as  our  smu'r  states  ha%e  done.  STniJ  imr^irlVi-* 
of  our  reason  and  exi»erienoe.  to  cfirri'et  the  rrn  I-  c«<a_vs  i-f 
our  flntt  and  nnexperienci^l.  although  wIa*.  vfrtni>n«' ant 
well-meaning  counrila  And  lastly.  let  n«  provide  in  nur 
constitution  for  its  revlxlon  at  stated  (•erii«!*'.  What  the** 
l>erii¥la  should  be.  nature  Itaelf  indh'atea.  Hy  IIm  Kurcfcaa 
tables  of  mortality,  of  the  adnlta  living  at  any  i>ne  mooeel 
of  time,  a  roiOorlty  will  be  dead  in  about  nin'-t'wn  yraia 
At  Uie  end  of  that  period,  then,  a  new  m^forlty  la  ea»a  tau* 
place;  or  in  other  words,  a  new  fmenUoo.'  •    •    •   e  ■ 
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•And  Ml  ftir  the  pmct  and  BnodofaumkindttbataMltniB 
OMortunlty  of  tl'Ang  tbh  •? rnr  nlnet«en  gr  twvoty  jwn 
■noatd  be  providfld  bj  tba  eoiiiititatloii,'  ftc  (Jeffenon'i 
Work*,  ToluuM  7 :  |mgp#  14. 16,  and  Iti.) 

**What  meant  th«  namwoafi  nmTentions  which  have, 
from  time  to  time,  bi^n  held  to  frame  and  changv  ooontltu- 
tloniit  Why  imt  the  pcrvtr of  ane'idment  Into  your  eonfti- 
tatioiiR  and  piiint  oat  a  particular  mode  of  am«n«Imi*nt,  If 
thfai  phraM  lo  yoar  Mil  of  rlKhta  enablwa  the  penplf  at  anj 
timo  in  any  way.  nonnitatinnally  and  loKnlly,  to  tumble  thair 
■OTemnwnlH  tu  tbi»  Kmuiid?  Why  rvquira  two4hird«  of  a 
MSMaturM  t>  pa«>t  an  art  to  aiv«mblc  a  oonrantlon  ?     Why 

ainto  all  UiIm  fiirmality  If  th«  people  have  the  risrht,  at  all 
kifU  and  In  any  manner  they  nee  fit,  tegaUjf^  and  not  by 
Isolation,  to  rhanire  the  conitltatlon? 

**81r,  they  cannot  do  It.  If  they  undertake  to  change 
flwlr  conHtlcuiion  In  a  manner  not  aathorlird  by  the  enn- 
•tltatlon  ItReif.  it  Ia  the  riKht,  and  may  become  the  duty. 
or  the  exininjt  ^vemraent  to  reelit  nch  an  attempt:  and 
I  Ml  yon  tliat  If  blond  be  split  In  inch  renliitance.  It  bi  not 
•Iwaye  a  penal  act;  If  life  be  taken.  It  la  not  maniilaufsbter; 
If  ptoperty  be  taken  and  houww  entered  and  srarrhMl,  It  in 
BOt  trevpan.  Look  at  the  Rhnile  Inland  caae.  It  fuml^heti 
an  lUuairatlnn.  At  the  periml  uf  •  lie  American  Kerolutlon. 
Rhode  laland  did  not.  like  the  other  ntatea,  adopt  a  coiiDth 
tntlon,  but  continued  the  fitrm  «'f  fOTernnumt  eiitabliiihi*>l 
by  the  charter  of  Chartim  the  ^-ond.  In  IMl,  the  people 
neld  meetings  and  f  •nni<d  a^iHiciniioua.  whirh  resulted  In  the 
Section  of  a  couTentton  to  fi«n»  a  cnnatitutlnn,  to  be  aub- 
Bhted  to  the  people  fir  llielr  adoption  or  rejecUfin.  The 
eonventlon  framed  a  conptitiitina.  direrted  a  Tote  to  be  taken 
Vpon  It,  declared  afterwanla  that  It  had  been  adopted  and 
radfied  by  a  mnjority  of  thi>  r**opl^«  *nd  waa  the  paramount 
law  and  constitution  of  Kh'>le  laland.  I'ndcr  ft  el**ftiona 
were  held  dr  governor,  niiMiibers  of  the  let;i!<Iatare.  and 
other  ofllcers,  who  aaiteml'b.-l  tl^^rth•!r  In  May.  IMJ.  and 
pneeeded  to  organlie  the  i^'w  ii^Ternment.  ihit  the  old 
gOTemment  under  iho  charter  of  lliarlea  the  t^ecfrnd.  did 
not  acquiesce.  On  the  mutrary,  It  passed  atringent  laws, 
and  finally  detflare<J  the  state  under  martial  law.  I  will  not 
•top  to  give  furthi^r  particulars.  The  people  tried  to  eofi-irce 
the  new  govemmi>nt :  the  old  charter  i;OTi'mment  realMted. 
The  people  were  put  down,  llie  legality  of  their  moTenieut 
waa  tested  in  the  courts,  and  It  waa  di'dded  to  be  Illegal. 
becaua*  dune  without  the  sauction  of  the  old  guvemment. 
The  effort  of  the  p*^iple  was  treated  as  rvbulliouH  and  lni>nr- 
nctlonary.  I  give  no  opinion  upon  the  determination  of 
this  cane,  as  being  right  or  wrong.  I  allnde  to  it  simply  as 
an  instance  where.  In  an  extreme  case,  the  people  were  not 
allowed,  on  their  own  motion  and  without  consent,  to  reform 
or  alter  their  government  In  their  own  way." 

Hon.O.  A.  Qnow,  In  the  Oonse  of  Representatives,  March 
»th,186S. 

**  Peace  among  a  brave  people  la  not  the  f^uit  of  Injustice, 
Bor  does  agitatimi  cease  by  the  perpetration  of  wrong.  For 
a  third  of  a  century,  the  advocates  of  aiavery,  while  ezer- 
eadng  unrastricted  speech  In  its  defence,  have  straggled  to 
pivvent  all  diacusslon  a.cainst  It — In  the  !*outh.  by  penal 
■tatntas,  mob  law,  and  bnite  force :  in  the  North,  bv  dls> 
ptning  aMemblagea  of  peaceable  citizens,  pelting  their  lec- 
turars,  burning  their  halls,  and  deatroying  their  preivca;  In 
this  fomm  of  the  people,  by  finality  re»>lvra,  on  all  lawa  for 
ttw  benefit  of  aiavery,  not,  however,  to  afiect  those  In  behalf 
of  flraedom,and  by  attempts  to  atlfie  the  ^reat  mnstitutiunal 
rifhtof  the  people  at  all  tlme«tu  peiitl«in  their  government. 
Tat,  dsspite  threats,  mob  law.  and  finality  re^^lve'.  the  dl4- 
'  in  cues  on.  and  will  continue  Ui,  m  long  as  right  and 
J,  Justice  aud  Injuiitice,  humanity  and  Inhumanity, 
riali  struggle  (or  supreme-.^  in  the  afTairs  of  men." 

Hon.  JnH!i  P.  IIali  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  Senate, 
Jannary  21st,  1808. 

"  Sir,  yon  .ire  now  propodng  to  carry  out  this  Dred  9cott 
decision  by  forcing  upon  the  people  of  Ivan*«s  a  cfraatltutlon 
against  whli:h  they  Imve  romonstrat<-<l.  ami  to  which  there 
can  be  no  idiad'iw  of  di.»ubt  a  very  large  portion  of  them  are 
oppoeed.  Will  it  succeed  ?  I  do  not  know :  It  1^  not  «)r  mo 
to  asy ;  but  I  will  say  thl5 :  if  you  f  >n>e  that— If  you  per»e- 
vere  in  that  attempt— I  think,  I  hop>.  thf  mcu  of  Kani<aN 
will  fight  I  h'ipe  Uiey  will  resii(t  to  bJiNi'l  and  ti*  di-ath  the 
attempt  to  fovf  them  to  a  snbmiaslon  n.;»lni<t  which  their 
bthem  contended,  and  to  which  they  nevi-r  wuuM  have  aul>- 
mitted.  Let  mi.-  tell  you,  air.  I  staml  nut  here  ti»  iw  the 
language  of  intimidation  or  of  menaci>:  but  yi>u  kindle  the 
fires  of  civil  war  in  that  country  by  an  nti««m)it  to  forre  that 
flonstitution  on  ihs  nivkn  of  an  unwIKlii:;  p*>opIe:  and  you 
will  light  a  fire  that  all  Uemoerary  canuof  ((uench— ay.  sir, 
Ibaia  will  come  up  many  another  Peter  the  Hermit,  that 
wfli  go  through  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  this  land, 
tailing  the  story  of  your  wronga  and  your  outragi-s :  and  they 
Will  sUr  the  public  heart;  thevwill  r»i»e  a  Ineling  In  this 
•oantry  sooh  as  has  never  jat  Dean  raised ;  and  the  men  of 
taUa  eomitry  wlU  go  Ibrth,  tm  ttaoy  did  of  oUob  tUna,  tm 
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i;  bat  H  will  not  bo  a  ctwndo  to  rtdeom  Ike 
dead  sepnlchra  where  the  body  of  the  Crndfied  had  lain 
from  the  pro&nation  of  the  infidel,  but  to  redt«m  thia  fliir 
land,  which  Ood  has  given  to  be  the  abode  of  freemen,  fraoc 
the  desevration  of  a  despotism  sought  to  be  imposed  upon 
them  in  tlio  name  of  ■  peHset  fhiedom'  and  *  popular  sove- 
rsignty.' " 


Hon.  T.  II.  IlAimosm  of  South  Carolina,  In  the  Senate, 
Mareh  4th,  1968. 

**  I  think  that  the  Senator  fiell  Into  a  fundamental  error 
in  his  report  dbaentiog  from  tlw  report  of  the  m^ority  of 
the  territorial  committee,  when  he  said  that  the  oonTeutlon 
whirh  (himed  thia  constitution  wan  *  the  creature  of  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature;'  and  fh)m  that  error  has  probably  arisen 
all  his  subsequent  errors  on  this  sul^t  How  can  it  be 
possible  that  a  convention  shoukl  be  the  creature  of  a  terrW 
torial  legislature?  The  convention  wan  an  a»*embly  of  the 
people  in  their  highest  sovereign  rapacity,  about  to  perfbrm 
their  highest  pcmsible  act  of  sovereign^.  The  territorial 
legislature  U  a  mere  provlitl'inal  government;  apetlreor 
poratlon,  apiKrinted  and  paid  by  tlie  CongreNS  ot  the  unitad 
S^tates,  without  a  particle  of  sovereign  power.  Shall  that 
interfere  with  a  soverelKnty— Inrhitate,  but  still  a  sov^ 
relgnty  ?  Why,  Congn^s  cainict  interfere ;  Congress  cannot 
conftir  on  the  territurliil  Iegl>lNture  tlie  power  to  Interftre. 
Congress  is  not  sovereign.  Congress  has  sovereign  powers, 
but  no  sovereignty.  C-ongreas  hoa  no  power  to  act  ont^e 
of  the  limitations  of  the  (institution;  no  right  to  carry  into 
e£EBct  the  supreme  vrlll  of  any  people ;  and,  therofucei,  Cbn- 
gress  is  not  sovereign.  Nor  doeti  Oongress  hold  the  sore- 
relfcnty  of  Kansaii.  The  sovereignty  of  Kanaaa  resides,  if  it 
re«ld*^  anywhere,  with  the  soven'i,ni  states  of  this  Union. 
They  have  oinfernil  uprm  Congn'ai>.  among  other  powers, 
the  authority  of  Rdminii>tertng  anrh  aoverelgnty  to  their 
aatlftfiiction.  Thi  y  have  itlven  CungreKi  the  power  to  maka 
needful  rules  anif  regulations  regarding  the  territories,  and 
they  have  given  Omgress  power  to  admit  a  state.  Under 
these  two  powers.  Congress  may  first  estaMiah  a  provisional 
territorial  government  merely  for  niuniri|»al  purposes;  and 
whi*n  a  state  has  grown  Into  ri|{htful  tnvereignty.  when 
that  sovereignty  which  has  been  kept  In  abeyance  demands 
recognition,  whim  a  community  la  ft  nuM  there,  a  sodal 
e<impact  created,  a  aovnrelgnty  Isirn  as  it  were  upon  the 
soil,  then  Congress  Is  gifled  with  the  power  to  acknowledge 
it.  and  the  leghlature,  only  by  mere  usage,  often timee  neg- 
lected, assistii  at  the  birth  of  It  by  paseing  a  preesdent  reao* 
lution  aaaembling  a  convention. 

**  Rut  when  tliat  convention  aasemblea  to  Ibrm  a  eonstitu- 
tlon.  It  assembl<>s  In  the  highest  known  rapacity  of  a  people, 
and  has  no  superior  In  thia  gov«.>rnment  but  a  atate  sove* 
reignty ;  or  rather  the  state  sovereignties  of  all  the  states 
alone  can  do  anything  with  the  act  of  that  convention. 
Then  If  that  convention  was  lawful,  if  there  is  noolijeclion 
to  the  convention  Itself,  there  <*an  be  no  object  I  on  to  the  action 
of  the  conventli>n :  and  there  is  no  power  on  earth  that  has  a 
right  to  Inqutn*  whether  the  iimvention  r^^'H'siMiti^l  the  will 
of  the  people  of  Kansas  or  noL  I  tin  uut  doubt  that  there 
mlcht  be  some  cases  of  such  grfiss  and  imlpable  flraada  com- 
mitted in  the/or»M(iVm  of  a  cnnveiilkm,  as  nilitht  authoriM 
Congreaa  to  Investigate  them,  but  I  can  warcely  conceive  of 
any:  and  I  do  not  think  that  Congreaa  ha*  any  other  power, 
whon  a  atate  knocks  at  lh«*door  for  admission.  lint  to  Inqnire 
If  her  confetltull'in  \s  n>publican.  Tli.it  it  embrnlieH  Urn  will 
of  her  people  mu.>it  neiv« warily  be  taken  for  granted.  If  It  is 
their  lawful  act.  I  am  nsc-nnilng.  of  counie,  that  her  boun* 
darie*  arc  settled,  and  h<T  population  sufn<-lent. 

'•  If  what  1  have  said  U*  corr»vt.  then  the  will  of  the  people 
of  Kansas  is  to  be  fiond  in  thn  actlun  of  her  constitutional 
convention.  It  Is  linni.iifriai  whi-tber  It  Is  Uie  will  of  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  Kansas  wnn,  or  not.  The  conven- 
tion wa4.  or  might  ha^e  bO(*n,  eN>ried  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Kansas.  A  convention,  elected*  In  April,  nuy  well 
fhime  a  cunatltutlon  that  wouM  not  be  agreeable  to  a 
mivi<">^'y  "f  ^bi*  P«^>ple  of  a  new  Ktate.  rapidly  filling  up,  in 
the  succeeling  .Fannary :  and  if  l»};l^lhtun>s  are  to  be  allowed 
to  put  to  vote  the  acts  of  a  convention,  ami  have  them  an* 
nulled  by  a  anbse«iui>nt  influx  of  emigrants,  there  is  no 
finality.  If  you  wi-n*  to  fetnl  Mi'k  the  Lecompton  eonsUtn- 
tion.  and  another  was  to  1m>  fmined.  In  thi*  slow  way  In  which 
we  do  public  biisine«s  In  this  country,  \wfnn  It  would  reach 
CongniH  and  be  parsed,  nerhapii  the  m^^^'^T  vonid  ba 
turm^  the  other  way.  When** ver  you  go  notslde  of  tho 
regular  frirms  of  law  and  citn«titnt{ons,  to  seek  Ibr  the  win 
of  the  people,  you  arc  wandering  In  a  wIMemsM  a  wlkUr^ 
ness  nf^thorns. 

■*  If  this  was  a  minority  constitution.  T  do  not  know  that 
I  that  would  be  an  otijcctlun  to  It.  Constitutions  ai«  made  Ibr 
minorities.  {*erhaps  minorities  ought  to  have  the  right  to 
make  ennstitutions,  fnr  they  are  sdininistercd  by  m^lorltlM 
Hie  Constitution  of  this  Union  was  made  hv  a  minoiitj,  and 
as  late  as  1840  a  minority  had  it  in  their  nandi,  and  eooM 
haTe  altered  or  aboUsbed  it;  fir.  hi  1810,  six  ovt  oT  tho 
twoBtj-As  tlrtoi  or  tho  UbIob  Md  ths  m 
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Hon.  JAim  Bailai  of  Ibva,  1b  tbt  Smalib  Awwiy  Sftth, 
1868. 

*Bot  wbftt  ii  <li6  eztnit  of  the  boon  attnnpfed  to  be 
wnrtod  fttmi  the  nnwUIlng  band  of  the  Preeideiiti  (br  the 
people  of  Kftnrae,  by  the  Northern  Demoemey  ?  A  negative 
HgniaiQyl  The  right  to  withhold  their  enent  from  constl- 
tntione  »Dd  lews  I  The  naked  right  of  denial  I  At  the  pollSf 
the  people  ean  do  nothing  more.  They  cannot  there  delibe- 
rate, modify,  and  mature  meaanree  of  policy. 

**  It  ia  not  a  bold  and  manly  eonteRt,  like  that  of  the  com- 
monen  of  Kngland  with  the  crown,  fbr  conntltntional  llber- 

a;  but  it  In  a  conteet  with  the  President  and  hii  impportem, 
■  the  power  to  vdo  law*  enacted  hj  nsnrpera  and  tyrantn. 
By  their  argamenta  we  are  carried  beck  thoumnds  of  years 
111  the  history  of  f^  gOTrrnments,  to  the  period  when  the 
ptebelan  orders  were  engKced  in  a  similar  contest  with  those 
of  senatorial  rank  In  Imu'rial  Rome.  In  that  contest  the 
plebeians  did  indeed  achieTa  a  great  triumph  when  they 
acquired  the  right,  In  the  person  of  thiHr  tribunes,  to  sit  at 
tlie  Ibet  of  senators,  and  write  '  veto*  on  Roman  laws.  T\\\a 
WBB  certainly  one  step  towards  their  emancipation.  But 
doee  thla.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Northern  Democrary.  flU  the 
whole  measure  of  the  liberty  of  American  ft-eemen  ?  'to  choose 
between  the  law  proptieed  and  no  Inwf  to  decide  bntween 
the  constitution  submitted  and  nn  cnnttitution  f  I  had  vwor 
posed  that  In  this  country  the  pimple  pnsiH>Meil  tfao  riKht,  in 
tike  persons  of  their  representatlTes,  to  march  boldly  into 
the  *  Senate  Chamber'  Itself,  and  there  take  seats  side  by 
dMe  with  the  Ciceros  and  Caesars  of  that  asMmbly:  that 
tfafty  had  the  right  not  only  to  iA^ettX  to  the  pasm^e  of  a  bad 
law,  but  had  the  right  boldly  to  step  forward  and  make 
their  own  laws.  Yet  the  whole  Northern  Democracy,  led  by 
the  honourable  Senator  fW>m  Illinois,  the  honorable  i^nsr 
lor  from  Michigan,  and  others,  stand  here  begging  tbi*  I're- 
aident  and  Congress  to  allow  the  people  of  Kansas  to  nio  a 
eODstltution  dictated  to  her— not  the  right  by  their  legally- 
ooostltuted  delegates,  fidrly  elected,  to  Mokt  a  constitution." 

Hon.  TB0M4a  L.  IlARaM  of  Illinois,  in  his  letter  to  the  Phl> 
ladelphla  meeting,  February  6th,  1868. 

**  I  hold  it  to  be  sound  Demorrstlc  dnctrino.  that  no  peo- 
ple possessed  of  an  equality  of  rights  can  yield  up  those 
rights  9r  their  liberties,  either  to  Individuals  or  socioty,  by 
mere  implication.  To  constitute  government,  a  grant  of 
power  Is  Indispensable,  and  to  obtahi  it  in  a  manner  con* 
sonant  with  our  Democratic  theory,  ttiere  muxt  be  a  sur- 
render made  by  the  i>eopln;  but  sui*h  snrrendHr  ran  go  not 
one  hair's  breadth  beyond  what  is  specifially  stateil.  When 
eitUens  vote  'yes'  or  *  no'  on  a  prr>position  to  call  a  conven- 
tion, is  it  to  be  said  that  th)'>-  th(;reby  sanction  in  advaure 
whatever  such  convfntion  in.iy  m*o  fit  to  iln?  Whon  the 
people  vote  for  deleaaten  to  nii-ii  convi-ntious,  do  thi-y  then^ 
by  ratify  and  cotiflrm  irn<v«N-u)tly  the  aiTti'm  of  a  body  not 
yet  constituted,  which  can,  ir  it  choose,  disfranchise  nine- 
tenths  of  them,  and  dcstnty  py.^tnnM  and  institutions  which 
are  universally  chcrijihctd,  or  fasttiti  np^m  them  Huch  as  are 
abhom^T  Does  any  Democrat,  cinim  for  c«)nventioiiH  such 
powers  as  these?  Im  there  »  citixKU  of  nay  MtAte  who  would 
eonced«3  purh  powers  to  any  delci^fite  l>ody  on  earth  \  If  not, 
why  permit  a  body  uf  men  in  a  territory,  just  un  the  point 
of  emergence  into  sovereitrnty — and  a  body,  too.  said  not  to 
have  been  elected  from  the  wIioIr  body  of  the  people,  but  to 
have  been  spawned  into  lM>ini;  from  corrupted  Ixtlioti) — to 
fasten  or  attempt  to  fasten  u|>on  an  outmgp<l  and  protcHtlug 
public  an  organic  law  a^»in«t  their  will?  Fedcralit>in  in  its 
rankerst  form  never  enunciated  a  doctrine  more  hoNtiio  to 
republican  liberty."  __ 

Hon.  John  B.  HAaxi^  of  New  York,  March  10th,  1868. 

**Stop  agitation  upon  thli  pubject  by  a  presidential  edict, 
or  by  olBoe-boIders  cryin-^  'pcare,  Iw  still!'  Impossible! 
When  this  can  be  don«4  wo  Hball  not  be  fit  (br  the  lil>erty  we 
enjoy ;  and  the  pnt>«*»nt  Dtunocratic  pnrty  will  be  buriiAl  so 
low  in  pfilitical  infamy  »<  to  prevent  its  rei>urn>ction  by  the 
united  efTortd  of  the  ontire  South.  Stop  that  ni^itiition  which 
demands  that  popular  Hoveroignty  shall  rei.rn  omnipotent 
in  thii  Republic!  No.  never!  Sir.  it  is  tb«>  rhild  of  lii^ht; 
it  gambols  on  the  hill-topK  and  in  the  valleys,  throughout 
our  beautiful  country.  It  i'»  that  spirit  w|»irh  livwl  where 
a  Tell  dwelt:  It  had  a  Tlampien  for  a  votary;  It  wrestif! 
Marina  Charta  from  KInz  John ;  jrave  thi*  hnlie,tt  mrjtM  act 
to  liritHin:  ami  the  iMlar-iti'in  of  liiilop<>ndence  to  thiR 
COUTitry.  It  ba.-*  ever  lun^n  tin*  lif"  of  tbi«  IVmoiTatir  party. 
Jefferson  was  an  agitator.  Monroe  was  an  agitator,  wlit'n 
he  .tnnounc'.il  thedfMrtrine  of  •  non  inti«rf«'r«Mnw  of  KwriiM^an 
powers  on  tblj*  continent' — a  ■'ound  d<H'tiine,  and  one  that  I 
hope  to  WH'  thij"  AilnilnI<<tra(ion  enfmi'.  An^lrew  Jai'kson 
was  an  ai;i(ut(ir.  and  utrlt.itifl  thi.>  Tnited  Si:iti-a  Kank  out 
of  existeniv.  We  n;;i'>ite4|  Texa^*  into  th-;  Uninn:  und.  by  a 
system  of  bird  agitation.  f<>ui;ht  'Kansas*  and  *pi<pular 
sovereignty'  into  mvor  with  the  people,  and  agitated  Mr. 
Buchanan  upon  It  Into  the  prnxidentlal  chair.  Opp'ii<ition  to 
agitation  b  the  child  of  darkness;  It  was  begotten  by  a 


oBtand  ftrtmd^klMiMiomiMnni  II  hi 
Fruice  established  the  eeDSorshlp  of  the  pmo,  aa4.  fa 
to  keqi  light  froa  the  opprewsd  people,  sad  tliMa  la 
ance.  As  a  Democrat,  coooMeiiDc  kow  mneh  benoAt  i  _ 
tlon  has  eonCsmd  upon  the  pet^  of  thla  eummlif  In  Ike 
adoption  of  all  the  wholesome  pmgrsMJy  aaaeoM  ol  *k« 
Democratic  party,  I  can  never  oooaeni  to  oppnaa  ngl*nt*-nt 
aspedallT  when  I  belieTe  Justice  will  flnaUy  fbllow  rigkL 
No.  air,  I  glory  In  witafeion,  and  I  am  praml  of  brtig  tn 
agitator  against  the  Lseompton  eonstttntMrn." 

Hon.  Israel  T.  Hatch  of  New  Torts,  Uaith  80lh,  1858L 

"Sir,  Kansas  ran  never  become  a  aiaTe  state.  Otoatt 
and  snJI  will  mark  the  boundaries  of  slaveiT.  The  lava  of 
political  economy  have  already  determined  thik  Popvlu 
assent  has  been  given  to  thla  doctrine.  It  la  not  in  tta 
power  of  this  government  to  make  Kanaas  a  alave  stalft 
The  executive,  leglslatlTe,  and  the  Judicial  power  all  en«* 
Mned.  and  acting  in  concert,  could  not  make  and  keeo 
Kansas  a  slave  stiUe,  or  make  one  Inch  of  tnem.  alaTe  lan^ 
tory.  The  laws  of  climate,  production,  and  emigrmtioa  an 
supreme. 

**  Mr.  Chairman,  my  time  will  only  permit  me  to  &dd,  ia 
conclusion,  that  in  the  view  I  Uke  of  all  these  mnmentou 
Issues,  there  is  one  that  tranaeenda  all  others  In  the  maga^ 
tude  of  fearful  conaeqnences.  It  Is  not  whether  Kaniaa 
shall  be  admitted  as  a  slave  state  or  a  free  state,  ^ir  the  Uv 
ter  is  conceded  a  fixed  bet,  but  It  is  whether  the  Xhttaucney 
of  this  Union  shall  be  overthrown  or  survive  the  coming  • 
conflict.  To-day  it  Is  the  only  survlvinir  party  in  tbr  hUtoty 
of  our  government,  all  others  have  disappeanni.  To^y  It 
is  the  only  party  that  carries  the  flag  of  our  L'oi^n ;  the  c«lf 
party  whose  ranks,  filled  with  the  tollin:;  nilllliins,  keep 
step  to  the  '  music  of  the  Union.'  In  Ite  past  atniffglcs  Ibr 
ascendancy,  many  have  deserted,  many  have  Calien:  bat, 
thank  God,  their  places  have  been  fillMl  in  it»  advaadag 
columns.  None  know  so  well  as  our  oft-beaten  Mteakke  ea 
the  other  side  that  their  only  path  t>  victory  la  over  the 
prostrate  Democracy  uf  this  Union. 

**  We  are  now  warned  by  the  other  skle  that  a  cil^  has 
arrived  In  our  political  history,  and  that  the  (iite  ef  tbil 
great  party  is  aealed.  It  may  lie  so.  If  it  be  true.  &4 
knows  I  desire  not  to  lift  the  veil  which  luings  over  tbe 
future  of  my  country.  I  am  no  alarmist;  but  I  will  utisr 
the  honest  sentiment  of  my  heart,  that  I  as  solemnly 
bellave  as  I  believe  In  my  Qad«  so  solemnly  do  I  Imltevei,  that 
If  the  Democracy  of  this  Union  goes  down,  the  llaic  of  the 
Union  will  go  down,  to  be  trampled  in  fraternal  td'Md  oadsr 
the  feet  of  D'>rthern  and  southern  hosts,  C4>ntfnding  for  tfas 
empire  of  t his  continent  Yes,  sir,  go  down  to  rit*^  no  nKve. 
Never  again  to  (loat  fb^m  the  dome  of  tliis  capitol. 

"  Hut,  fir.  it  will  not  go  down.  The  Dem>vcra<7  of  this 
Union  ha^  a  hi;;ti'>r.  it  has  a  divine  dw^tiny.  Its  mission 
must  and  will  N'  fulfilled.  Its  mis^ion  In  thla  rvpublk  is 
to  maintein  this  rninn^Hiuality  to  ail  it.*  sections,  t^uaiiiy 
to  all  Ite  citizens  in  tlieir  c<ini<titutional,  religious,  ci^il.  aihl 
personal  rii^hts. 

**It*  mis(>ion  on  this  earth  Is  universal  emancipation. 
Wirt,  in  bin  eulogy  on  the  immortal  JtifTorKuQ.  the  furh«r  cf 
Democracy,  said :  "  From  the  working  of  th-*  iirrone  enTpife 
within  blm.  there  aroan  an  early  viMon  which  cheerv*!  his 
youth  and  accompanied  him  thfiugh  life — the  vii4i>n  cf 
emancipHte«l  man  thruughout  tlie  world." 

Hon.  Joshua  Hill  of  Georgia,  to  Tammnny  Hall  meeticx- 

<^  House  of  Itepreaentetives. 

•  Wa>hinu'ton.  Mar-h  IsU  15ML 
"Di*ar  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  the  appro- 
priate comuiitt(>i*s,  to  unite  with  them  in  a  public  raeetiag 
to  be  lield  at  Tammany  Hall,  on  Thursday  evening  n/tiC. 
at  half  pa^t  seven  o'clock.     I  trust  I  am  pp-perly  wnsible 
of  the  honor  Intended  me.    I  mttst  corxlially  agree  with  the 
I'rettident  of  the  United  States  in  the  >«t*ntimeiit  which  w 
ju^tly  demand'*  the  approval  of  yitur  aapo<-i-tlt^,  that  'lbs 
peaci>  and  <{uiet  of  the  wlmle  c<iuntry  are  of  ;;r«-at*>r  imp«>rV 
.  an(*e  than  tiie  more  ternpt^rary  triumph  n|   e;(fat-r  of  ibe 
'  political  jNirtie.4  in   Kaiisas;'  au^t   I  e%'en  go  further,  aid 
>  add.  or  of  any  political  party  in  any  stale  or  in  the  United 
States. 

•'  I  further  give  my  hearty  a4Si«nt  to  tli»«  pro-^^itirtn  of  lb* 

Pn'^ident.  that  *  Kansaa  has.  for  yeiin>.  occup i>^l  Uf*  mu  h 

of  pulilic  attention,  and  thAt  it  i.-i  liif:h  tune  llii«  »ii'»MiiI  >« 

dir«'<'t«Hl  to  far  nion*  inip)rtiint  olj  i-iy."     I    am   ^b-ar.i  -f 

.  opiiii'in  that  it  was  iiulte  an  unnei-^siry  ad  uinl-'t.  .!•• 

turlwn<'e  iif  the  puldie  tranquillity  li^  en.;  t  :»  I  »w  f-.-  il.^ 

organizati" in  of  a  territory  in  a  wIUIi-hh.*^.  wLli-.m  j»  i  u- 

lation.  an-i  with  cf>iiditinii4  attarhisi  p  poirnai-l  :•  i;,>.    d 

servative  M>ntimeut.  of  the  e.iuiitry.     I  ii,"T,r  th-  «.:!:!  :!.* 

.  Mi<i!((>uri  <"«irapp>niiM>  C'lnotimriunil.  bnr  i!s  rvji.:il  *.»*  •  li- 

i  den,  unii.oke-1   fr.   unexi>e<  |in|.   and.   1    f.-ar.    uiipn-fi;:k<  Iv. 

I  Ojupled  a''  it  w.r-*  with  th--  llad.'er  pr  vis.».  with<-u.  wl.l  h, 

I  am  well  a'isure<l  it  coulil  not  iiave  iH-^n  ni*pea*rd.  1i  «v 

nothing  of  Its  accompanying  i-overt  <'iuai(**r  Hoven-igntt  r^t.  I 

patent  alien  suHragt',  loth  piTUiclous  dootrtnes.  I  rr^rJ>>l 
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II M  «f  ao  pHMiHiial  adfUitiffB  to  flit  Bonfli,  and  hmtftd  to 
tbo  nafcloD  at  Uuf». 

**  I  am  not  lo  well  eooTliieed  ttaat»  *  when  onee  admitted 
Into  the  Union,  whether  with  or  without  iUreiy,  the  ex- 
dleaieut  beyond  her  own  Itmiti  will  epeedlljr  paiw  awaj.* 
I  Incline  to  the  opinion  that,  ao  toon  a«  the  too  langntne 
people  of  the  Southern  utatM  low  all  hope  of  Kanras  be- 
oooBlng  a  flave  litate,  or  continuing  one,  they  will  advert  to 
the  Inflneorea  which  have  dlMppolnted  thdr  hopea,  and  If, 
by  poaslbility,  It  ehonld  oeeur  to  them  that  the  past  and 
present  adminLttrations  of  the  funeral  goTemment  hATc,  in 
any  maaner,  contributed  to  uroilnoe  eo  unpalatable  a  recult, 
they  will  Ml  and  exhibit  a  just  indignation. 

**  Apart  from  Ita  Infiucnrvt  upon  partieis  I  am  unable  to 
atlarh  any  great  Importance  to  the  admlfelon  of  Kaniiaii.  I 
am  free  to  own  that,  if  I  had  any  wi-U  grounded  hope  that, 
when  admitted,  it  would  continue  »  slaTe  state,  I  iihonld 
fM  deep  sollritude  Ibr  its  admission.  If  any  man,  firom 
any  Perdi>n,  sustains  the  Lecompton  constitution  because 
be  de^lrea  the  ailmbvion  of  the  new  state  to  be  followed 
noon  by  the  aswmbling  of  a  new  couTention  of  her  people, 
ftrr  the  purpoae  of  cxclndlog  slavery  fh>m  her  system,  1 
frankly  declant  that  I  bare  no  sympathies  with  such  sup- 
porter, and  rannot  re^srU  him  at  my  *  natural  ally.* 

**  Hoping  that  good  counnel:*  may  proTail  In  your  meeting, 
and  tliat  guoil  may  rt>me  of  your  deliberations,  I  have  the 
taonor  to  renuin,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  JosiniA  Hill. 

*  PETcm  B.  SwKnr,  Esq., 

**  Chairman  Gf-nertil  CbrnmitUtj  IbtmHuing  RilV* 


Hon.  Jaxbs  Hcobis  of  Indiana,  at  the  Moiart  Hall,  New 
York,  meeting,  March  2d,  1858. 

"But  It  was  unred  against  the  T<ecompion  constitution, 
tliat  the  nou-subiiiis-ion  of  that  instrument  to  the  popular 
vote  was  a  vinlatlon  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  of  the  CindnnaU 
platlbrm.  and  of  promls>.«  mti-ie  to  the  people  in  18d6.  Fal- 
low-citizens, a  more  iHirefocMi  imi>«)eition  upon  the  public 
never  was  atteniptffd,  ami  a  mere  stati^nifnt  of  the  isnue^ 
dlsouiissd  and  decidnl  in  thit  pretddentiitl  rlnction  will  shuw 
it.  Waa  thi*re  any  iwue  pn»<ent«*d  to  tbn  people  a<«  to  the 
manner  in  whkh  the  people  nf  KHU«as  sliould  ratify  their 
eOBStltntlon — whether  by  delegates  ur  a  popular  vote  ?  What 
waa  the  issue  f 

**  Oue  party  proposed  to  make  Kansas  a  fh>e  state  by  e^it- 
gmfimal  aetvm,  and  to  refune  h^T  acimisHion  as  a  slave  state, 
notwithstanding  her  people  might  desire  it.  and  without  re- 
Ipud  to  the  manner  of  ailoiitin;;  her  con<(tittiti«m.  And  up  to 
thia  day  we  hear  the  ivpiinllcan  orators  wind  up  thfir  long 
harangues  about  popular  Siiven>i<;iity,  to  wliirli.  in  (act.  thoy 
have  always  been  oppose<I.  by  dei-laring  that  they  would  not 
TOCa  to  admit  KauMs  un<ier  the  ijecoin|iton  constitution  if 
all  her  penpU  d/girtd  it,  becau*e  the*/  am  npponed  to  her  admis- 
jipN  OS  a  dave  daif. 

**  The  other  party  ignored  all  right  to  detormine  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  for  thn  pt^tplo  of  Kansas  either  b}f  thepenpl* 
4tf  the  jftjW  or  by  (^>ntjr*f»^  and  di?cl!«red  that  Kansss  ou;rht 
to  he  ail^lttetl.  in  the  languatre  of  the  Nebraska  bill.  *  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  her  c<m.«tituflon  nii;{ht  prescribe,*  and 
there  was  uo  i»sue  whatever  as  to  the  manner  of  raiifjing 
that  constitution. 

'*The  Cincinnati  |Jatfonn,  aftrr  pmolatming  iiox-i?mit- 

FIXKNCS  DT  CONGRKHS  WITH  8L\V£Rr  IX  STAT£  OR  TIBtlTOKT, 

ot  ur  TBI  UitrruicT  or  Columbia,  says:— 

**  *  Retotretl,  That  wc  recognise  the  ri);ht  of  the  people  of 
all  the  territories,  InrUiding  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  acting 
throogh  the  leRally  and  fsirly  uxpn-ssWIariU  of  a  majority 
of  actual  rnidents.  and  whenever  the  numlier  of  their  in- 
baUtants  justifies  It.  to  form  a  constitution  with  or  without 
domestic  slavi-ry.  and  Im*  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
terms  of  perfect  G«iuality  with  the  other  states.* 

''It  Is  a  fair  Inference,  and  doubtlees  a  cinreetone,  fh)m 
all  tUs,  that  as  to  tlie  mode  of  framing  and  ratlfjing  their 
constitution,  the  {Nfiplr  uf  Kansas  wen'.  llki>  other  states, 
to  regulate  that  matter  for  theuisclvc.  and  custom  had 
eatabllahed  two  uielhod^^one  l>y  drU'ipite-s  tlie  other  by 
popular  vote."  

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hu?iTn,  in  the  Senate,  March  12th,  1858. 

**  But.  Mr.  Ih>esldent.  1  tiki*  nno(h<>r  view  of  it  Suppose 
that  this  wrong  wannbour  tu  bi>  p>'ip ''rated;  suppose  that 
in  the  adinittrfi'i  i  of  l\a:iiuis  wc  wi-r>  i^^ing  to  bring  Into  the 
Union  a  ix^itpSf.  tlie  lUNJurii y  ot  wlmm  did  not  (tet«ire  the 
constitution  under  wliii*li  ii  Is  aimitU^, It  li<  a  wrong  which 
oaities  itjt  own  reuu-ly  with  it.  It  will  carry  ita  own  remedy 
immedlHtely  >in<l  !«wirtly.  beraus^  the  main  sulject  of  griev- 
ance, as  wc'ull  know,  is  liint  of  tlavery,  and  the  Laoompton 
constitution  Itfetf  al;owi>  a  majority  of  the  legislature  to 
•mani.-ipate  the  sliive^.  provideil  they  will  pay  for  them:  and 
b  there  any  civilised  Koyeruiiient  In  the  world  which  would 
omaodpata  slaves  without  paying  flbrtham?  Did  not  tba 
Bai^ldi  and  French  govemmenta  eoapanaate  tha  ownazi? 


Would tbt lagMaton of  aiiTftata  fmaclpate  tht 
without  paying  Ibr  tham?  what  would  he  the  burden  on 
that  territory  of  paying  Ibr  aoma  ona  hundnsd,  or  two  hun- 
dred, or  perbapatlirae  hundred  negroes?  laitamaUarto 
be  oonaidercd  when  they  could  thua  aecoapilsh  their  wiahaa 
and  give  peace  to  the  country  at  so  small  an  expense?  and 
shall  we  say  that  we  will  keep  up  all  the  compilcatioua  and 
agitations  of  this  question  meauae  they  are  unwilling  to 
make  even  that  amall  exartioB  in  order  to  carry  out  tiieir 
wlahea?  Thia  matter,  it  saama  to  mev  cannot  be  censldcrad 
by  gentlemen  who  have  been  complaining  that  the  will  of 
the  paopla  of  Kansas  has  faaea  disappointed.  In  the  aeeond 
section  of  the  seventh  article  the  Leoompton  oonstitntlon 

C'ovidea  that '  the  lef^atura  ahall  have  no  power  to  paaa 
ws  for  the  emancipation  of  alavea  without  uie  consent  of 
the  owners,  or  without  paying  the  owners,  previoua  to  thair 
emandiMtion,  a  full  equlvaJant  in  money  mr  the  slavoa  at 
emancipated.*  Is  not  the  power  to  emandpata  upon  ooBa> 
penaation  ezpreasly  given  oy  these  words? 

**  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  the  qoaation  of  ilaTary 
waa  not  the  only  one  in  regard  to  which  there  waa  contio- 
verqr;  and  that  the  people  might  desire  to  change  the  eon 
stitntJon  itaelf.  I  believe  there  la  a  Urge  injvjority  la 
Gongrress,  a  laiig;e  minority  everywhere,  who  think  that  tha 
people  of  Kansas  will  have  the  right  to  change  this  oonat^ 
tutfon  even  before  1864 — ^not  Ibr  the  reason  given  by  tha 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  for  I  am  not  one  of  thoaa 
who  believe  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  convention  to  limit 
the  right  of  ita  sneeeesors  as  to  a  change  (that  is  for  a  limitad 
period  of  time),  or  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  ba 
done;  but  1  incline  to  tliink  there  is  no  provision  fiir  the  eaaa 
before  1864.  If  there  he  no  provision.  It  stands  like  all  other 
statea  in  contimili  cant ;  and  then,  with  the  assent  of  tba 
existing  government  to  the  call  of  a  convention,  such  a  body 
could  change  the  constitution. 

**  \rhethor  this  be  so  or  not  it  will  depend  on  the  poo^ 
of  Kansas  themselves  to  say ;  because,  If  there  be  a  mi^}oraj 
who  believe  tliey  have  the  right,  and  who  desire  to  ehanga 
It,  that  majority  will  get  possessktn  of  the  legislature,  and 
there  will  then  be  harmony  between  the  existing  govern- 
ment and  the  new  one  called  into  being  under  the  second 
constitution.  The  same  majority  would  control  them  both, 
and  If  there  were  harmony  between  both,  there  la  no  one 
who  could  apply  to  the  general  government  Ibr  ita  interfer- 
ence. The  case  In  which  a  legislature  would  apply  for  feda- 
ral  int«*rlVrence,  under  such  circumstiincos.  is.  when  thera 
Is  an  old  government  whlih  Is  oontei<ting  with  the  new  for 
authority  and  Jurisdiction;  but  no  such  case  conld  aiiaa 
here,  because  the  aaine  minority  would  rule  them  both. 

**]f  this  be  so,  if  this  poople  would  have  the  power  to 
change  their  coustltntton,  I  ask  If  they  could  not  remedy 
the  evil  much  more  readily  and  completely  after  they  wara 
brought  In  as  a  state,  than  if  th«>y  were  remanded  and  sent 
back  to  their  territorial  condition  ?  If  they  came  to  act  on 
this  sul^Ject  as  a  state,  thev  would  act  on  It  in  refnenea  ta 
Kansas'  interests  and  feelings  alone.  They  would  not  ba 
disturbed  by  the  fear  that  unless  their  constitution  ahouhl 
suit  the  views  of  a  majority  of  Oongress,  they  would  not  ba 
admitted ;  but,  being  in  the  Union,  they  would  have  nothlnr 
to  consider  except  the  Interest  of  Kansas  Itself.  They  would 
therefore  come  to  a  conclusion  much  more  r«adllv,  and  under 
much  sonnder  and  safer  Influences  than  If  they  were  to 
attempt  it  after  they  were  remanded  to  a  territorial  con- 
dition. 

""I  say,  then,  sir.  that  if  it  ha  the  great  oljject  of  tbelr 
wishes  to  be  enabled  to  govern  Kansaa  according  to  tba 
wishes  of  a  majority,  and  they  do  constitute  such  a  majority 
the  rea^est  and  easiest  mode  of  gratifying  that  deslra  Is  to 
admit  Kansas  as  a  state  In  the  Uniof .  We  do  tba  majoritf 
no  wrong,  therefbre,  by  such  an  admlsaion;  but,  on  tba 
contrary,  we  afford  them  the  moat  certain  and  aaaleit  moda 
of  aecuring  their  righta.**       

Hon.  WiuiAX  KnuMO  of  Illinola,  In  tba  Honaa  of  Bap>% 
sentatives,  March  28d,  1868. 

'*Tho  equal  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  emigration  to  tbt 
territories  and  new  states  is  one  of  the  Important  featwai 
of  our  system  of  government:  and  any  element  introdnead 
into  the  organic  act  of  a  territory  or  new  atate,  in  darogatfcM 
of  such  principle,  is  aubverdve  of  an  Important  elamant  of 
our  Inatitutioos.  Aud  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  X 
should  feel  compelled  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  Kanaig 
as  a  slave  state. 

"  I*rohiMt  slavery,  and  the  laboring  maases  of  the  Nortb 
and  ^uth,  of  the  teeming  East  and  the  growing  West,  antar 
that  country  on  exact  and  certain  equality.  The  reward  of 
honorable  toil,  the  t:reat  avenue  to  wealth  and  power  in  onr 
fn^;  governmont.  I.<«  secured  to  all  alike.  The  eny^ranti 
from  every  part  of  the  extended  confederacy  meet  In  Kiinaa% 
then,  upon  that  high  equality  that  American  freeman  alont 
can  appreciate.  With  that  element  of  wealth— fk«a  labor; 
undebased— thay  become,  in  fact,  lorda  of  the  aoiL  paara  of 
the  land.  Their  hooB«s  rearad  by  the  industry  of  tbdr  owa 
band,  are  consecrated  m  fitting  babltatlona  of  thoaa  bk  Vbon 
bands aralDtnutad tba doatialai of  tbIaBapahUe.  Yi^ri^ 


726 


THE  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


It  '  When  Qreek  meeti  OrecAc  then  eomei  the  tiur  of  war/ 
But,  idr,  they  rnunt  meet  upon  the  plnln*  of  Ilefias,  upon 
Uie  iborae  of  the  HeUeepont,  or  the  tog  of  war  doe»  not  come. 

<*Mr.  Chairmmn,  I  might,  if  I  chose,  commend  to  my 
]>emoentio  Menda,  Ibr  their  eooeldoraUon— Ju«t  h*n  I 
ml^t  show  them  and  point  to  tliem  aa  a  varulnic — how 
their  prlnclplea  and  policy,  whirh  tbey  hare  been  for  yean 
inaugurating  upon  the  country.  anJ  whirk  have  gruatly 
tended  to  elunge  the  goremment  from  a  pure  republic  to  a 
ilmple  democracy,  hare  now  return«Nl  upon  them  tci  plague 
the  inventon.  This  Idea  of  eubmitting  a  conetitution  to  the 
people,  fbr  the  popular  Tote,  ia  only  one  of  them,  perhaps 
Uie  leant  oUectionablo— I  do  not  nay  that  it  is  olgt^lionable. 
I  have  no  time  to  discuss  the  subject  as  I  conceire  It  should 
ha  dlKuaied.  But  when  gentlemen  rUe  hire,  and  lnfli<it  that 
It  ia  necessary,  to  gire  TaUdity  to  a  constitution  framed  by 
aoonventiou  of  the  peopio.  that  it  shall  first  lie  submitted 
to  the  people  at  the  ballot  box,  for  their  ratification  or  rejec- 
tion, and  approfed  by  them,  tliejr  announce  a  doctrine  that 
would  have  startled  George  Washington,  James  Madb«n, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  Kogvr  Sherman.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Bnftis  King,  the  Morrises  and  Hinrkneys,  and  the  other 
■ages  who  fhimed  our  American  Constitution.  Thow  great 
Bon  unanimously  recommended  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uulted  States  should  be  nubmltUMl  *  to  a  convention  of  del*- 
gates,  clioaen  In  each  state  by  the  people  thereof  under  the 
noommendation  of  Its  leKlsUtnre.  for  th«fir  asstrnt  and  rati- 
ieaAlon.'  The  Idea  of  submitting  their  handiwork  to  the 
test  of  the  baliotrbox,  to  give  it  vitality  and  validity,  did  nut 
oacnr  to  them.    They  did  not  deem  it  rx|»edieiit  even. 

**  Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  gnsat  question  before  us, 
I  has  to  be  Indulged  iu  a  single  sukki'mUud  with  r^ard  to 
the  Lecompton  constitution.  There  Is  one  fatrur^  of  that 
iaatmmenfe  which,  permit  me  to  say.  meuts  my  most  ronllal 
^probation ;  call  It  *  Amerlcaulsm.''  *  Know-.Notblnglsm.'  or 
What  yon  please.  It  proTidos  that  the  governor  and  llen- 
tonantgoremor  of  that  state  shall  Iw  at  iea:>t  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  shall  have  been  citiiens  of  the  Unite<l  Statv*  for 
At  least  twenty  years,  to  bn  eligible  to  nnti^e.  And  It  furtlwr- 
■kore  provides  that  tlmm  who  are  eiiti(le<l  to  vote  shsll  bv 
tUuent  qf  the  UniLvt  Ulitfn  above  the  age  of  twonty-one 
yaarm,  anid  shall  have  resided  iu  tlie  state  one  year.  That, 
air,  is  one  of  the  principles  whirli  hns  ever  btH'U  regarded  as 
among  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  American  party." 

Hon.  W.  PoRCHER  M1LC8  of  S4)Uth  Carolina,  In  the  ILuuim 
of  RepresentaUves,  March  3Ut,  18;>8. 

"  I  have  heard,  sir.  with  nurpri^n  nml  .<imnzi'Tn«)nt,  the  Il;;ht 
and  almost  flippant  manner  in  which  uiviy  honorable  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor  have  spoken  nf  i-li.tiuioL;  »nd  nnnul- 
ling  ctinstitutiiino.  nt  any  time  .nn<l  u\ym  the  li>:ist  pn.iviic;i- 
tion,  by  a  iK>pul.tr  v>»t«>.  Nothing  but  t)ip  fm-i  th-it  iho  tiiJu 
of  party  fe«?ltni;  !•<  rMntiini;  no  hi^h  tlmt  It^  hwarso  n>»r 
drowns  for  the  time  th<*  iiuiet  \iiii;«!  of  n-asoii,  run  Hiriiont 
for  the  nuih  nnd  ha-^ty  expn-.^Ki-oH  of  fpinl'm  tu  whi<-h  1 
allude.    D<)  tho:H>  vrh*  conteuil  so  liD.-ully  fur  thr  ri^ht  i>t  th*) 

Kople,  at  any  time,  without  rt-'trirti'in.  ti»  rhan^«*  tln-ir 
ndttmenlsl  or^niii.-  law  nt  th<*  i^^tH!ll*e  of  every  tem{H>ru- 
ry  whim  or  eHprS<*<v  realize  the  morni'titmis  c-iMfi'-iiu-Miif.i 
whii'h  ni.*»y  tinvi  tr'»n»  suoh  n  d'^f,rnin*  \>  h.il  e.-ifi  ;»ii:ir>i  h.ive 
tlie  riielits  of  pM(M*rtr.  alwnyi*  in  tin.*  Imud'^of  tin-  uiin'>riiy, 
if  thl:»  <io«-trine  be  true?  \Vhat  is  lo  j'i\«vi'nt  thi-  ui>iH.i<ii 
inflitmed  by  the  artful  appeaU  of  ili'in!»^:»::iu''.  In>nj  brivik- 
ing  down  the  harrl'in*  whi'h  hH'l-.;f»  in  pr-ipi-rty  iiikI  rapiial, 
and  e)Ttablishin>;  Hi'oninninity  of  ^mmIs  — innui:unititi-j:  :ij;rji- 
rlani^m?  Beware,  irentlrni'-n  nf  the  .Vorth— «-<|M>Hiilly  you 
who  live  in  lnri;e  eltie*.  when>  nitlli'inK  .im  i->mii  I'ntrnti-d  in 
the  haiidM  of  a  f.-w.  and  whero  a  hunirry •eyi-'l  nioii  nre  »«ver 
ScowliniT  at  l)ii>  luxury  whii-li  teni|)ts  while  ir  nvH'k'v  lh<-m; 
beware  how  you  teach  the  latxtrlni;  rl;t«>*«.  outnuinU-rin*; 
your  niilliitnnlreh  thoutetoil-'i  to  on«.  »»  <lin.:i'r.iMs  a  les.-iui. 
What  you  'tea'h  them  they  may  pni'-ii-ie.  and  It  "hall  i;o 
hanl  with  you  but  tii-y  will  \ eitvr  yiur  in»tiu'"li.in>»i.' 

^I  have  faith.  )<ir.  in  the  ho!ie>i  in'-tiii<*ti«  nn-i  ju-<t  inten- 
tions— the  lie-iro  to  d<»  rlulit — nf  the  ^r«"it  mass  uf  th'*  pe.i. 
plo.  If  1  h:ul  nor,  I  wiuld  (lesp.nir  of  thi:  exiKrinieiit  of 
self-jrovernnient  whl-.-h  w«  have  {n.^'itutcd  up-in  a  tivaiu.  nn<i 
to  an  exti'Ut.  never  hefori'  »tteinple«l  iSut  if  we  desire  th:it 
gn-at  exiM'rinient  to  su(  cued — if  we  do  not  wish  to  run  jnu» 
anan'hy  and  {xtpular  lie'p'iti^in.  if  wo  wouM  not  lifx-<<nie  a 
reproiu-h  and  warnios::  to  ih-r  natlou!4 — li-i  us  mt  tlaHi-r  lhn 
pvop|i>  int^i  lielierin*;:  ihiit  thi*v  riui  <lo  no  wrons;  tint  they 
ran  put  no  liri-ile  upon  nt  m-oiiary  s!  irl.n  of  iiu|iu-*e  .mil 
passion,  and  th-it  thi>v  can  'it  any  Tinii-  rhatrer  tli>\\h>l' 
Cthrii-  of  so<inty  Jit  a  sinple  Mow.  No.  sir!  Ilf  Is  the  inu 
friend  r>f  the  {N-iple — th"  reil.  rtMi«;ituti.i:il' \lii;r.  I:iw- 
al>i  lin-;  p"ople.  in  their  se.f.mii  soI^t  th  oi^lit.  will  r«'i-'».rni»e 
Idni  a-  tiioir  lri<jnii — who  warin-  tli'-ni  nu'ain-t  th«'ni«elvi"», 
|»oiiif*  our.  to  ihiMi  tin-  dinc'T  whwh  utay  ari'<  •  Irom  su'lden 
exei-ss«>»  ot  |iiipiil:ir  fr<Mi/.y.  and  ur.:en  il:cni.  in  their  e.-tlin 
«uoini-ni'i.  til  put  up  s  'inethi'i.:  .■«••  urely  on  the  ?helf  in  the 
inner  adyta  ot  the  teni)'l'-o:  IiU.-rt>.  i^.ninst  the  >;l<Miniy  day 
wl»en  the  nturmN  '.-f  faction  anil  rir  an.irchy  nuxy  fhre.iteii 
fc  raVMjfe  the  land.    But  It  may  be  a.-ked,  *  Have  not  tlw 


people  the  right  to  abolhdi  their  conalitvtloii.  to 
every  vestige  of  It  away :  tn  tear  down.  If  it  a«emt  neel  lb 
them,  their  entire  polltieal  fiihrlr,  and  oraet  on  Ita  raioa 
any — the  must  fkntastic  atruetuK— under  which  it  may 
please  them  to  live?  Yes,  they  have  this  ultlnaie  ligtai— 
the  right  qf  revoluUim ;  tlie  right  to  rwtlve  themn>4ves  IsIs 
the  primordial  elements  of  society ;  and  f^rm,  without  any 
restrictions,  a  new  s<H;la1  mmpnet.  But  It  is  a  daocvRfOi 
state  of  trani<ltion  through  wblr-h  to  pa:>s — yn»  too  often 
markutl  by  blood  and  fire.  It  should  be  extn'ma  and  ifii« 
nwxmlty  alone  which  would  t^mpt  them  to  p»4  lo  tlie  Mas 
heights  beyoud — fancy -pain  ted  tuo  often — thmu;^  a  fli«d 
Ailed  with  swift  whirlpools  and  treachcroaa  quirk^Dda. 
HtlU  there  are  times  when  it  must  be  tried—though  snores*- 
fully  only  theu  when  cmd  hcadii  and  great  hearts  lead  on, 
cautiously  feeling  anil  e'>undlng  the  way. 

**  Sir,  I  have  been  trained  in  a  school  that  iM>ks  upon  ««•• 
sUtutlons  as  sacred  things,  not  to  he  Inwvep'ntly  handM 
or  li^tly  clianged,  and.  I  repeat.  I  Imrc  Iteen  snrpriaid  at 
the  little  respect  or  regard  whkrh  many  gentlcmca  hm 
seem  to  entertain  for  them.  That  a  nmstiiatkm  dn^ 
formed  by  the  rhosen  delegates  of  the  people,  is,  ao  ioob  as 
formed,  and  without  snbmlsskm  to  a  impular  vnUf.  (eflpsct' 
ally  where  no  such  submission  Is  req nlnsd  by  the  art  ealllig 
the  convention,)  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  I  flrmly  heUeviL 
That  this  constitution  cannot  !«  amended,  sava  in  the  pr» 
else  form  and  motlw  prettrrlhud  by  itaelf,  I  bHllevr  as  flrmly. 
That  the  cftnstitutlon  of  Kansas,  with  whirh  ahe  now  ^ 
piles  for  admlsulon  Into  this  Union,  was  duly  ftmned  by  tM 
chosen  delegates  nf  the  people,  with  the  stricteat  nh^ervanee 
of  the  forms  of  law,  has.  again  and  apiin,  bm^  demnu* 
strated.  That  it  d«iea  embody  the  will  of  Chat  portimi  of  the 
people  who  were  willing  to  onform  with  the  requlmneats 
of  law  ami  erect  themselrca  into  a  state,  theiv  ran  be  no 
doubt.  That  the  only  portion  of  it  whirh  Invidvyd  aqy 
vexed  question  was,  by  the  ronventlon  which  frwniMd  il, 
fairly  submitted  to  the  entire  body  of  the  people.  Is  eqn^Iy 
certain.  That  becauiNt  any — however  larire  a  portion— of 
the  pe<'<pie  n'ruxu  to  take  part  in  the  fiirmation  nf  the  eoiifti' 
tutinn,  or  refuse  to  vole  upon  tlie  fbaturH  In  It  which  In- 
volves the  whole  question  which  has  so  long  dlstnefed  the 
territory,  that  therefore  tVingn*!!*  ou'^ht  not  to  listen  la  er 
treat  with,  those  who  have  steadily  and  legally  endcavmrSil 
tu  lorm  a  stato  and  enter  onr  mnfedency.  la  an  aiwumenl 
ail  unreas'inable  as  the  spirit  whii-h  prompts  It  f<  foL-tioaa. 
That  the  provi-iifin  of  the  constitution  wblrh  pimirribtf  the 
vote  of  the  it>;;islNture  necesioiry  to  call  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  amendinj;  the  constitution  anbaeqnent  tn  ISM. 
■IiK'K,  by  neees^Mry  an<l  inevitable  iniphVatlim.  pn*Vf>nt  a  call 

I  of  .'I  citnvention  by  any  v'.i<.  prior  to  that  p^rlM.  i*  |t^  plsn 
to  a'liuitof  i*ivil     Tlie  ari;unient  th.tt  U^'nunethe  pmvt«i^a 

I  Aixy*  that.  'in*r  lKr'4  a  convention  can  only  !■»  enlleil  In  * 


■MTlain  s)><--itied  nrnde  an>i  by  a  certain  pn^irii-^nal  vni«. 
tli:it,  tlier<'!.»r.'.  /»r  ri'»»/.<  lo  th-it  tiin"  it  maj*  tv  ralleil  id  sny 
mode.  HU'l  l»y  a  h.-ir-  niaj'rity.  in.  with  all  due  def.-n-tic-  •  ■ 
tlio-e  who  U!ti>  it.  in  my  judj^mrut  a  !«p<ct«i.«  of  apeeUl  pltaJ- 
\ug  liltle  ^hort  uf  puiriU .'* 

Hon.  J<»ri>  :4  MiLL-yox  of  Virginia,  iu  the  House  of  Reprv 

f>entatlvi->.  K.-limary  J4th.  IKW. 

"The  territory  c,i|t«|  to  the  L'niteii  Stated  hj  Fmncr  in 
isirt.  w:is.  ui  we  all  know.  H  rtlavf  hoMinj;  '^>'.intry  thr\«ii:h 
oni  i^H  whole  extent.  'I  ho  institution  of  d"m'-<tic  Klavvty 
•.v;n  ret-o.-nlM-l  Hill  e.-<taMi),l:i:tl  by  law  liefore  we  ao|uir«-l 
it.  Il  WHS  ciintirin<Ni  au-1  Minctioneal  by  the  trmty  with 
Friinci>.  ut  the  nioin«-nt  we  ai'*|Uire.|  it.  and  wa^  prutK^Ml 
by  »H'\eMl  c  .n'.tr«"s*«i»UHl  and  territorial  enactuvnts  after- 
Hard-*.  It  \«oulil  liMve  etinlinuitl  u  *-la\i-h'>1ilin{  «*.>unlr>  Ui 
this  ho»ir — :i  i-ountrv  in  wliii-h  slavery  nr  involuntary  v-t- 
viiulu  vrni*  i  fixed  and  le^al  rela'iim  U>!ween  per:".n* — but 
for  the  [i:i>.->t^tf  III  tho  act  of  the  lith  of  >lan:h.  l*>i<>.  kn  i«n 
Hi  till.'  Missouri  Conipn'mis".  by  whi'h  it  wai«  ena-.^titl  th«l 
in  to  nnii-lj  of  it  ax  lay  north  of  ."••»^ : 4 1'.  .slavery  and  int>>luu 
Uir)  >irvttode  shouM  !>«■  f<)re>er  pnihil-ititi. 

"  The  r<inipb>  prohibition  l-.a!l  tliat  (.^'n^reos  then  th-^ugfat 
it  iieivwfiiiry  to  do  to  excluile  ^]avery  from  that  •■•■untry.  li 
!•*  ail  that  wiu>  rver  •imf  uulil  the  pao^aicc  of  ih,*  Nfl.pt^ka 
bill.  If,  thi'Ti.  sl-ivi-ry  wai»  ever  aUiiiubvl  lhen«.  it  «a«  \\ 
ihat  avt  of  IHjii.  .ir.il  notlilnj  e|M<>.  If  it  was  n'^t.  an>i  'tu<  I 
not  he,  r>};htfully  and  i-^oftitutiiuially  alHilNhi-d  !•*•  Tlul 
:icl.  then  it  never  vi'.i>  .'ili  ili.xh-d  it  all:  fur  that  Mtn*  tbf 
onl\  ifcTt  which  unl>-rto>-k  to  pr<>Mbit  It 

••  N'ljw.  ulr.  the  r=upreni»  Ouirt  "f  the  Vnlli-d  St  iteik  h*» 
I.it<>Iy  divideil  that  the  i-iolii>>iti  m  in  th:it  lot  wa<i  un<^ •!!«'. ■ 
tuliij:il,  nnd  utt'-rly  null   nU'Itoit;    that    it    v^ti^  «!  .'>y 
nn..;a:"ry.  and  without  any  valtil  I  t.v  or  etTeii*t     Tb»n  }■*  U  i 
*>.  lie*  ieriiii-ry  ctintinui-'l  t^»  t*  a  p'.a^eh  •!  lin;  k-'unin 
Klavery.  or  involunt.ity  >4r\itule,  ivntinuitl  l-i  In-  an  ,■•■.; 
bii'>bed  aiiJ  li't^al  n'lation  lM>tw«tcii  |-,-nii-no'.  an>l  w<u'-.t  h^^•• 
s-t  continued  to  ihir«  <iav.  but  fir  llu;  p t<-«i.v  •  f  ih>-  Ki:  *a- 
Nel.r.i*k.i   bill   In   IV'.i.     If  the  Nebrn>ka   bill   I1...I   n-^rr 
Iki^s-hI,  then.  a*<  k<-<>ii  ttt  tin-  juil;;inent  of  Ihi*  Suprem.-  t'nurt 
was  mole  known,  declarlnic   null  and  void  the  Nlwnri 
Compromiae,  which  was  the  only  lupwUinrBt  thyal  had  ever 
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bMB  thrown  In  the  waj  of  tb*  lUTdiolder,  tht  right  to  boM 
■lavM  would  hMW9  buon  mcotwI  hj  Axiatlnfe  Uwh  to  the 
MBM  extoat  predMly  m  before  the  peraage  of  thnt  met.  But 
the  Xebraika  bill  undertakes  to  annul  thoe<»  law^  by  pro- 
Tiding,  In  the  laoguaffe  I  haTe  Juet  quotc^l,  tbnt  they  xiiall 
■ot  be  rerifed  or  pot  1q  foree.  In  other  worda.  the  rfleet 
of  the  judtpnent  of  the  Supreme  Court  waa  to  auoul  the 
mionnri  prohibition  abeDlut«*lv.  and  without  any  eondi- 
tiona;  wIuIh  the  Nebmilia  bill  impoaeit  up^n  the  South  v^ry 
hard  and  unfkTorable  couditiona.  Ami  yet  thi)«  bill  hiut 
hoan  supported  to  flatter  Southern  opinion  and  advance 
Southern  intere^L 

**  Why.  f>ir,  now  that  the  Supreme  Onurt  haR  diTidMl  the 
Mlawuri  Comprumli«  to  be  unronatitutional,  thHr  divinlon 
la  nf  no  practical  value  to  uii  whaieTer.  I  f  we  j^i  to  Nebraska 
and  aay.  'hero,  under  the  Judicm<fnt  of  the  Suprrme  Omrt, 
may  we  hold  our  ilaTea  In  tecurity  and  find  adt^uate  laws 
fbr  our  protection;'  we  thall  be  tud,  ^aoftly,  gentbonen;  it 
la  tme  that  that  Judgm«*nt  haa  annnllrd  the  orIi;iDaI  pro- 
hibition which  legislated  riaTery  out  of  the  territory:  l^ut 
you  forget  that  your  own  Nebraska  bill  exprti*slj  declan-* 
thai  it  was  not  your  intention  to  l«»giviate  ulavrry  back  a;:ain 
Into  the  territory.  You  forget  that  your  own  NVbraMka  bill, 
to  put  that  intent  Ijeyond  all  doubt,  preTent«  the  nsTival  or 
putting  In  force  of  those  wry  laws  whoM  pnit4M:tI(in  you  are 
BOW  oountlng  upon.  You  l(>rget  that  your  own  Nebraska 
UU  laaTes  it  to  us,  the  Inhebitants  of  the  territory,  to  My 
vhather  tho«e  laws,  or  any  other  laws,  fir  your  protection, 
ihall  he  rerlred  or  put  in  fome ;  anil  w**  hare  not  thoutrht 
t  proper  to  revlre  them,  or  put  them  In  fbree.  ^Ve  shall  let 
hem  sleep  on/ 

*'  If  we  go  to  Kansas  we  shall  find  that  thero— yes.  there, 
iter  a  fleree  and  desptrate  strufnrl**,  inTolving  thp  most  de- 
dorable  saerifl<*e  of  pmiwrty  nnd  life.  estran^inK  the  people. 
Ad  threatening  eren  the  destruction  of  the  Union — we 
lare  snereeded  in  gcttini;  Kirk  to  the  position  which  we 
olnntarily  abandoned  a  lihort  time  Wfitre;  but  only  to  And 
uraeWea  surrounded  with  nii-li  cirrunintanees  of  enibarrasa- 
lant,  uneurtainty,  and  danger,  tlmt  our  very  ritrtory  haa 
Imoat  undone  a^ 

**0«ntlemen  may  tell  me,  as  some  i:i>ntlemen  hare  told 
lA,  *how  could  we  know  that  the  .Supr-inif  Court  would  de- 
da   the   Miarauri   Coroiiruniise   to  be  unroiii«titulliinMl7* 
entlamen  may  tell  me  that  I  sm  atti'nipting  to  jiutify  my 
>te  againt<t  the  Nebraska  bill  hy  relyin»;  upon  events  whirh 
%A  not  then  happened,  which  wero  not  then  known,  and 
hteh  could  not  be  tlien  fire^een.    I  know.  *i|r.  that  it  is  no 
icommon  thing  to  excuM  a  fnlse  step  in  Ktalesuiauship  by 
iilng  upon  an  unvxpi*«-t(.>d  acrideut  wlilch  ccnrertH  the 
under  into  a  happy  stroke  of  pulicy.    But.  fortunately.  I 
B  enabled  to  show  that  it  was  not  the  lieciiiion  of  the 
ipreme  Court  which  first  KUf:i:e^ti-d  U>  me  those  ol>Je<*tions 
the  Nebraska  bill  which  1  ^m  now  iirer-entiug;  tliat  these 

Sf  obieetions  formed  a  part  of  the  conftiileratlons  which 
uenovd  mycoune;  and  thnt  thvr  were,  in  public  and 
en  debate,  communicated  to  the  House.  On  tlie  lUth  day 
Hay.  I^i.  the  gentleman  from  (}e«ir;da.  [Mr.  Seward,] 
w  hefont  me,  in  the  eoum**  of  a  T^ry  randid  S|M>e<'h  upon 
B  Mil.  in  whirh.  while  lie  ptiiuted  out  with  i;reut  clearness 
il  fiirce  many  objertions  to  it,  yet  declared  his  purpose  to 
Ui  for  it.  made  this  request  of  me : 

'  <I  ask  the  |;entleman  from  Virginia.  [Mr.  MillKon,]  who 
tke  the  other  day  in  rip|Hviiion  to  this  bill,  to  tell  me, 
1  tell  the  committep.  hnw  thu  part^age  of  this  bill  could 
rk  an  injury  to  the  flcuth. 

'  *  Mr.  MiLUii^?r.    Do"S  the  i^otleniau  wbih  a  reply  7 
•Mr.  Sf.ward.    1  iIo. 

*  Mr  MiLLsoN.    Ah  the  gentletnan  desire^  that  I  should 

ly  to  his  imiuiries.  1  will,  with  pleasure,  accede  to  his 

uest;  of  ctMinu*,  I  can  ih»w  aay  but  a  few  word:*.    In  the 

larks  to  whirh  the  irentlenian  alluiles.  I  commenced  by 

wing  that  the  South  had  al«ays  bivn  in  opposition  to 

organ iz.ition  of  a  goTi>mment  in  Nebraska.  1  explained, 

otne  ext'-nt,  the  reasi>us  »li|rh  iiad  induced  Southern 

tlenieu  to  oppoae  the  I'^tablidhmeut  of  a  territorial  go- 

iment    there.    I  then    Htated    tluit  inducements  were 

id  nece!*>4iry  to  be  held  out  to  us  to  on-rronie  these  ob- 

lons.     It  was  supiK^seii  that  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri 

iproniise  would  remore  them.    I  undertook  to  examine 

the  rt«l  weight  and  Tslue  of  the  inducements  held  out 
purptiM  wss  to  show  thst.  under  the  operation  of  the 
^r  proTitio.  the  seeming  repeal  of  the  Mis^iourl  Oompro- 

•  woulil  be  nulliflwi.  and  that  tlie  restriction  would  still 
1  O|<entlion.  An<i  now  I  will  state  how,  as  I  undfratand 
ie  South  will  be  injureti  liy  the  pacsage  of  this  bill  with 

proTlMo.  to  a  greater  exti'nt  than  by  tlie  continuance 
le  Mis«iuri  Compromise  itself. 
Mr.  Srward.    Tnat  Is  what  I  want  to  know. 
Mr.  MiLLHO!!.    I  will  tell  the  gentleman.    The  Missouri 
promise  simply  prohiliit<^  slavery  in  the  territory  north 
°  3t/,  but  did  not  undertake  to  repeal  any  law.  ftther 
ngrvss  or  of  the  territorial  legislature,  by  which  slavery 
before  that  time,  been  protected  there. 
Svw,  rir.  If  thli  UlMmrt  Oompiowlat  act  ahoold  ht 


dedarad  to  ht  uneonsUtotloiiil,  aa  many  gontlemen  maltt- 
tain  It  la,  then  these  laws  protecting  alavery  would  Imm^ 
diataly  ba  put  In  forre  again,  beeause  nothing  now  InterforM 
with  them  but  a  law  which,  by  the  supposition,  is  nnconvtl- 
tulional  and  toUL  Bnt  the  Badger  proviso,  in  effect,  keeps 
up  the  .MisBourl  restriction,  and  repeals  the  pre-existing  lawa 
bv  which  slavery  waa  protected  in  that  territory,  by  pr^ 
viding  that  ther  ahall  not  be  put  In  force.  Whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  ronatltntlooallty  of  the  Missouri  Compro* 
misH  act.  no  one  can  doubt  the  ronstitutionallty  of  tha 
Badger  proviso,  to  the  extent  of  its  applicatiou  to  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  and  the  territorial  government  No  man 
can  doubt  that  Congress  have  ttie  power  of  repealing  law* 
already  made  by  themselvea.  or  by  their  authority.  In  thia 
state  of  the  ease,  therefore,  the  Miwonrl  Compromiae,  If 
de<'lared  unconstitutional,  would  leave  the  laws  proteetiuf 
slavery  In  full  force,  while  the  Badger  proviso  would  repeal 
thow  laws,  and  thereforo  operate  nuwe  inJnrfc>ualy  to  tho 
South.' 

*^  Sir.  is  it  not  strango  that  the  advocates  of  the  Nebnskn 
bill,  who  excuae  all  that  is  unconstitutional  in  their  own 
measure,  by  aaying  it  was  intended  to  refbrit  to  the  deriakm 
of  the  courts,  should  not  hsve  seen  that  the  easiest  way  of 
settling  tlie  question  of  the  power  of  Congrsas  oeer  alaTeiy 
in  the  territories,  was  tf»  subject  the  Miasonri  Oranpranlsa 
itself  to  the  dedsfon  of  the  courts  7  What  waa  the  oaa  of 
passing  s  new  law  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  question  for 
tlie  courta,  when  the  very  same  question  was  presented  bj 
a  law  already  existing  7  If  Southern  gentlemen  suppoaad 
that  this  question  would  be  decided  sgalnst  ns,  what  did 
they  expect  to  gain  by  the  Nebraaka  bill  7  If  they  believed 
it  would  be  decided  In  our  fiivor.  as  they  sav  they  did,  and 
aa  it  lately  haa  been,  how  could  they  overlook  the  dlsuA* 
vantages  of  the  new  luirKaln  they  entered  into.  In  annnllfaiK 
all  the  lawa  which  had  protected  slavery,  and  In  surrandar* 
Ing  the  institntkm  itself  to  the  haaards  of  a  popular  mn> 
Jority7  Well  might  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  aay.  In  hia 
letter  toMr.  Leake, last  Oetr4>or.  that  tho  'bill  waa  not  sueh 
aa  woulu  have  been  firamed  by  the  delegatea  fhmi  elthtr 
section,  If  it  had  been  submitted  to  tliem  alone.'  Yea,  afr, 
it  waa  a  kew  coMPaoMiaa  to  supplant  an  oki  compromiae. 
1 1  was  the  Missouri  Compromise  supitraeded  by  the  Nebraakn 
Compromise;  and  I  trust  I  have  shown  that  the  new  waa 
even  mora  disadvantageous  to  us  than  the  old.  How  long 
it  will  be  befora  this  will,  in  its  turn,  be  superseded  by  scMue 
more  modem  contrivance  for  making  everybody  support 
what  nobody  la  In  favor  of,  of  course  I  cannot  telL' 


Hon.  WiLUAM  MosfTOOMKaT  of  Pennsylvania,  In  tha  Houaa 
of  Repreaentativea,  March  19th,  1868. 

**  Constitutions  may  differ  in  their  provisirna.  but  still  thay 
are  none  the  lesa  constitutional  rompacts,  and  being  the 
basis  on  wiiich  the  law  making  power  re«ta,  are  property 
called  fundamental  laws.  The  p«>wer  <if  the  legivlatura  to 
pasi«  laws  must  always  be  in  subonilnation  to  Uie  warramt 
of  utturnry  contained  in  the  ronatitutiiin.  The  law-making 
power  munt  act  in  strirt  subordinatiou  to  the  limitatlonaof 
theconi>titution ;  and  like  all  other  agents,  wlien  they  exceed 
tlie  powers  granted,  their  acUaru  not  binding  on  the  people; 
heuco  it  is  railed  a  fundamental  law. 

**  But  beyond  this  there  is  no  resemblance  tietween  a  oon- 
stilutiun  aud  a  law,  and  the  arguments  founded  on  aurh 
resemblao<*e  have  no  solid  foundall<m.  The  coni*ent  of  the 
people  to  the  laws  passi-d  by  their  legislature  is  expresa,and 
not  Implh^d,  aud  is  fi)uiid  in  thu  warrant  of  attomer  cun> 
tained  in  the  const ituthm.  which  authorixM  the  legisLatura 
to  posa  laws.  A  law  la  from  its  very  nature  an  act  of  aovo- 
reignty.  A  law  in  defined  to  l»e  a  rule  of  human  conduct 
*prt»erihtfl  bjf  the  $ujprtme  pownr  uf  a  fOiU.'  If  the  leglsla> 
ture  was  not  Mupreme  their  Irgidntum  wimld  not  lie  binding, 
and  would  want  the  escenthil  requisite  ((f  u  laio.  If  the  Icfdi^ 
j  lacure  were  to  pass  a  law  «hirh  was  made  dependent  on  the 
I  approval  of  the  (leople  fiir  its  validity,  such  law,  although 
afterwanis  approved  b)  Uie  piMipl**,  umild  be  %oid.  liecause 
the  pfiwer  of  legislatinn  must  rrat  with  aud  be  exercised  by 
the  legislature.  Will  any  one  contend,  however,  ttint  If  a 
constitutional  ninveution  wi>re  to  make  tlie  legul  validity  of 
the  constitution  depi>nd  on  tlie  approval  of  the  people,  that 
it  would  therefore  be  void?  No  man  will  say  so.  And 
therein  Cfmiilsta  the  diffen'uee.  Legislation  Is  the  act  of  a 
supreme  power;  thi-ir  act  \»  ^finality;  but  a  eouxtitntlonal 
convention  has  only  tiie  power  to  draw  up  the  provislona  of 
a  copipiict:  biit  its  ratifiration  bi-louga  to  the  contracting 
parties,  the  people.  Hie  dintiuirtion  is  dear  and  obvlooa, 
and  no  unpnjuiiiood  inquirer  can  be  milled  by  reasoning 
founded  on  analogies  drawn  from  the  acta  of  a  legislatura.** 

Hon.  Stdixham  Mooek  of  Alabama,  In  the  House  of  Bepr^ 
eentaUves,  25th  March,  1858. 

"The  gentleman  fh>m  Illinois  [Mr.  Famsworth],  mys  he 
ailmils  thii  principle  as  regards  all  |ro|ierty  save  tlint  of 
siavea.  He  denies  that  slavery  osbta  yy  the  common  law. 
but  contends  thnt  It  la  by  itatute  law   lily ;  and  douiia  that 
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fhli  ptupMlj  ihoald  bt  taken  to  any  of  tha  tarritoriaa  of  iha 
Union. 

"I  tdl  that  gantlanan  that  thla  in  no  longw aqmatlon  ft»r 
diapato.  It  ifl  the  law  of  tho  land,  k>  pronounced  by  the 
htgheatjudlelal  tribunal  In  our  oonntry.  IlwaaalaodMlded 
by  twalTe  of  the  able«t  Judges  In  Kngland— among  whom 
was  Lord  Holt—"  that  negroM  were  murrhandlse.'*  I  refer 
the  gentleman  to  Burgee's  Commentaries,  toL  1,  p.  785; 
Oialmers's  Opinions  of  Kmlnimt  Lawyers,  toI.  2,  pp.  262, 
Sn^  864 ;  and  Gokiuboun  on  Roman  and  Civil  Law,  not  haT- 
Ing  time  to  read  them  now. 

^  We  do  not  ask  you  to  regard  slayery  as  we  regard  it  It 
k  not  suited  to  your  northern  clime,  but  it  in  suited  to  oars. 
We  ctf  the  South  belinre  that  it  Is  recognised  and  vnnctlooed 
iff  the  Almighty  In  his  rerosled  Word.  We  think  Its  iotro- 
dveUon  into  our  country  has  boen  the  efflciont  means  of 
drlliBlug  and  Chri^tianuing  tho  African  race.  We  know 
ttmn  to  be  happy  and  contented.  Agriculture,  commeroR, 
and  manulkcturee.  have  all  derived  benefits  incalculable 
tnm  this  Inslitutlon.  By  it  the  world  ban  bwn  clothed  and 
fM.  Think  of  it  as  you  will,  but  deny  to  us  none  of  our 
eonititutloniU  ri^^hts;  OMme  to  molest  uh,  and  wo  may  yot 
llTe  on  in  peiee.  We  are  content  to  assume  all  Its  responsi- 
bllltles,  both  here  and  hfreafter.  and  arc  willing  to  abide  the 
enlitfhtoned  public  opinion  of  tho  Wf>r!iL  And  mnv  we  not 
hope  that  there  U  siiftti-Iout  virtue.  iiitollfgeiit'«,  and  patriot- 
iim,  at  the  Norih  to  i-.irn^t  this  unsound  public  wntimentF 
nr  shall  tr^Hson.  folly  and  fanaticism  be  peroiitU'd  to  rule  the 
day,  an<l  Ihiii  I<f*pu)illi'  with  nil  it^  |<n'Ht>ut  {rreatness,  and  its 
gloriouh  prooiis-H.  lHMlci4troy«xl,  uuTfly  m  lO'Htify  the  thirst 
lor  power  of  those  Hlni-k  Kepublirsn  l«*iidvr«,  in  whose  hearts, 
as  1  lielieve.  there  lurks  treanun  as  dark  a;*  ever  actuated  the 
blood-bound  tuuioclatej*  of  Catilhip's  mnsplnu^.  They,  too, 
madlCatvd  an  ini>urrectlon  of  the  slsvea  in  tlm  Koman  tirrrl- 
torles,  as  one  of  their  mvans  of  efTet'tinp  their  unholy  pur- 
poses. (Jicero,  after  detoeiing  their  plot,  and  arreetin;;  their 
person*,  boldly  asked,  if  they  deMTve  pnu»>  who  laid  Uie 
foundaUun  of  the  republic,  do  not  we,  aluo,  who  preserved  it 
from  ilo  enemies?  $Uy  not  thoiM*  now  innd  I  allude  ptirii- 
cularly  to  thoee  residing  in  the  North),  who  unite  to  restore 
peace  to  this  distracted  country,  by  provKntiiii;  the  triumphs 
of  treason  and  rebellion  in  KansM.  and  by  tliwarting  the 
dedgns  of  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution  aud  the  Uniun. 
ask  in  the  same  spirit  if  they,  too,  have  not  deserved  well  uf 
tlieir  country  r* 

Hon.  E.  Jot  Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  March  2iith,  1858. 

^'The  infamouN  co<Ie  of  laws  enacted  by  this  lr*;;ii;Iature, 
and  pn>perly  iltwigiiHt*^!  tL^  tliu  Unc-c  cr/.-.  wuuld  hare  di;«- 
gruced  the  most  ults^lute  (;ov«*rnroent  In  lh<*  old  worM.  A 
legiblaturv  which  could  iiinku  it  a  iieuiivutiiiry  offcuiv'  tn 
deny  tljc  ri;;ht  to  liuliJ  slcivch  in  a  ttrrilory.  wIktu  th<i  qui>!«- 
tion  of  filjivpry  wiw  t-xprt'ss'v  uiiuio  n  dchxtulili*  «Mie  by  ur-t 
of  Ouncress,  aud  coulil  n'quim  nil  volfrx  and  ofliivrn  to  tako 
an  oath  to  Hiip)>ort  thv  fiiLM(iv)*  hIhvl*  law ;  aud  lt<<  other  un- 
constitutional, iohuuian.  and  unchrivtiim  artH.  vtim  n*  uiiiit 
to  pasA  laws  fi>r  ihi>  goveruiuont  of  a  in-o  i>tM^ple  h*  tlic 
Turkixh  Uivau  itKidf.  The  only  wonder  is,  not  that  the 
people  of  Kan^iHS  n'fuM^l  to  iv<><>!;nis<*  it,  but  that  th«*y  )»er^ 
mittwl  it  to  bold  itK  S'.'S!>ii>iiK  at  nil.  Whiiterer  thh  counter- 
feit It^iftlalurt)  <lid  yntif  ri»:ht  iu  the  jud;;ni<iit  of  tlu*  ruMii)r 
aulhoritieri  at  \Va>biii>ctiin  ;  its  htwK  mu^t  b<'  olify^d.  r-diitUH 
and  despolii*  ao  Ib^y  wlt«-.  and  utterly  at  vsriaiirn  with  tbi> 
first  prinripltrsof  frtv  iii>iitutionK.  \Vhat«*«i'r  thi-  pi«>pludiii 
by  way  of  r«'Uiouj<tr:nicv  lo  ir.s  ivraniii>>.'il  iii-is.  or  of  oppofii- 
tion  to  its  u.>-urp.-itioiiK.  r)i.>  uiitnini-tration  of  l'r(*hld<*nt 
Pierce  drnoutin-*!  ur  ret.fllinii  and  tr>'Nviu.  If  Lord  (^hat- 
ham  could  n'joiri*  that  tlircf  niilllon.x  nf  Anifricuii  culouists 
rose  in  arms  ii<;iun.4t  l1i*>  Ur.-iMuy  uf  thi>  HritKoh  p.-nlianifnt. 
I  may  be  ii«'riuitt«Ml  t'»  n  j<.i'i'  tliat  tlw  si-tfl«'r-«  oi  KauMs. 
loyal  to  tbn  fre«'  hpirit  of  iheir  n-volutionarr  aiKViittp.. 
never  ruuld  be  co*'r(.-<:d  iiit-i  Hubji-rtiu:!  to  thu  usurped 
author .t.y  of  thia  lN>;;ujt  i.-L;irilalur>'.  Tlii>  empluymont  of  the 
United  !jlat«s  tn)<>p'<  to  fiu-Uiiu  tin;  t'xi'iutiou  of  ihid  Dra- 
conian code  oflaw  wai  a-<  fuMb*  in  it«  ri*iiiiltM  an  tho  atteuipl 
to  enfonx'  the  stamp  a<:t  by  Driii.ih  r>-f;uhini  iu  AmeriL«.'* 

lion.  Jis.wc  N.  Mor.ris  of  I!lin:di>,  in  iUv  IIourc  uf  Repre* 
sentatives,  Fi-bruary  i:.'id.  l>*'iS. 

")Ir.  Clinirinan,  nnotlior  aric'irncut  In  favor  of  the  sd- 
ml«Nli>ii  )if  KaiiKis  iiDvr.  i*  th:it  it  ii  ni'ci'R''iiry  to  kpop  up  a 
HennloriMl  i-quilibriufu  Ih'Iwci'u  llu;  fn-f  and  sbivf  (tlat***.     I 
had  su;;Ki.sed  th:it  ih<'  f-iir.h-st  h<^p-">f  i^ui-h  a  llnii^  hul  hm^ 
Mnce  Ih'-n  abrindontnl.     \on   nii;:bt  a.^  w«-ll    uudi'itake  to 
poi^<^  a  beam  tiiHin  a  pivnt  vvitli  thn'p  inilli'ius  uf  |t.iiindi«  on 
■  •ni!  end  himI  not  bin/  fu  tbfotlii-r.    A  f-»  facts  Mill  iiin-ctrate 
this.     A"  tin*  r«»rii-loHiiiii  of  p"!ich.  iu  lTv>  <]  ijunti'  from  a 
fiH-orli  of  a  diMrlii-*iii<ibi;4l  ."<o'r.h».'rn  S'lial'ir)  then-  wan  only  I 
Id.uSl  i-'im.r?  inib"*  nl  icrrirorv  north,  nod  M7,->  "J  M]uari«  ; 
uiiK-i  of  tiTritiiry  aoiitli.  nf  Ma<c>n  autl   IX-.'mi's   lint*.    Of  I 
eour!>e  the  South  then  bad  l)w  Kr^nt  bulk  of  th<>  popnlatitm.  I 
Now  tlMtro  i»  H'yl'I'i:*  *iHAr^  mill's  of  ^inw.  and   l.lNi;i.'jn4  ' 
•guare  miles  uf  free  t(?rriii.ry,  shuwiug  that  while  slave  tcr-  ' 


ritory  has  ineraaaad  latf  than  flity  par  eeBi« 
baa  inereaaed  nearly  one  thooaand  one  hundred  fsr 
At  the  last  censna  the  population  of  the  frea  atetaa  mm 
13,4»,7m;  of  the  slave  sUtes,  MUWfiOS;  alaeia,  3,a0O,4U| 
territories,  140,274;  showing  the  lact  that  the  popalatiDO  is 
the  froe  states  is  more  than  double  nvater  than  Iha  whila 
population  of  the  aUve  states.  But  this  ia  not  aU.  Is  UU 
the  tt9v  states  Iiad  93  BeprcaentatiTca  in  Oonjcraai:  la  IM^ 
123:  in  1K31, 141 ;  in  1842, 135;  and  In  18^  144.  IMw 
the  same  pcriodi*,  the  slave  states  luid  a  repnsaentatioB  cf  n^ 
79. 99,  87.  and  90;  dlfEitrence  in  Csvor  of  frve  aUtea,  IS^ak 
42, 48,  and  54 ;  and  aftor  tho  ntfXt  oenaos  thi^t  diBtfanfOe  will 
be  more  stn>ngly  marked.  During  tlie  grrater  part  uf  tUi 
time,  the  government  has  been  in  the  possri^l-in  of.  md  as» 
trolled  by,  tho  slave  statea.  At  its  organisation,  tliare  wm 
only  one  fren,  while  there  were  twidve  alaie  stntrv;  nad  «■ 
now  have  sixteen  f^eo  and  lUteen  al*ve  atmtoiL  The  i4aif 
states  IumI  all  the  advantages  of  a  start,  and  why  hava  tbif 
fallen  so  far  Itehind,  and  are  they  destined  to  laU  etIU  fi» 
th<>r?  It  h.-wt  uot  sir.  resulted  from  the  actlou  nf  f'nnpat. 
No  Ntale  has  wer  been  kept  out  of  the  Union  beranaa  ksr 
constitution  rorognieed  slavery;  and  no  serioua  eflart  waa 
ever  made  to  keep  one  out,  except  Missouri.  Xo  reatficthi 
line  was  over  run  betweeu  frveJom  aud  alavery  ejbcept  tha 
Missouri  compromise  Hue,  and  no  one  is  ailly  enooj^  la 
believo  that  that  Una  made  Iowa  and  Minaeeot*  fraa  tent 
tory.** 

Hon.  GxoRGi  W.  PAuntE  of  New  Tork*  In  tfaa  IIosm  if 

ReprceenUtlvoa,  March  26th,  1868. 

*■  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that  the  natkm  la  to  be  calM 
upon  to  determine  which  of  the  two  antagmilatical  syataSM^ 
freedom  or  slaveiy,  is  to  prevail,  to  the  exclusion  of  tha 
other.  If  the  trial  of  this  Issue  is  insisted  upon  by  oar 
Southern  fdeiida.  the  North  will  meet  it.  Thu.*  &r.  she  haa 
not  forced  h«*r  institutions  upon  the  South.  Whrihcr  akt 
i^hall  bt:  r-iuipiflled  to  do  so.  to  adopt  the  policy  of  an  mggnf' 
sitf  deviflopmout  and  extenrion  of  her  aysiem.  is  a  qurrtjrai 
to  be  considered  by  Southern  statesmen.  If  they  will  ne 
longor  abide  by  fompromiaes  if  they  will  insi^  npoa 
crowding  us  to  the  wall— let  them  poudcr  the  «'B»rqueni:«& 
I  tell  th«U}  tliat  this  attempt  to  push  slavery  Wt<-ul  llw 
local  JurliMilction  which  mnctions  it,  will  not  only  CtiL  bat 
it  will  lead,  if  pemlnted  in,  to  an  earnest  Inquiry  w  the  part 
of  the  Nortli  into  the  means  by  which  an  iu^iutkm  m 
fruitful  of  continual  evil  may  be  removed  entirely  oai  ef 
the  way.  The  campaign,  once  begun  uu  the  hroa  1  plan  1^ 
down  by  th>)  t^<iuth,  will  end  only  iu  the  srtlb-meiit  of  the 
qufytiou,  whether  freedom  or  KJavrry  L>  t^t  coutnd  iW  dn^i- 
niva  of  thid  crmtincnt.  That  fn*«fJ<:m  mill  win,  i>  a<<  vuresi 
that  tho  battle  Iri  to  U'  foUKht  in  tlii.N  ^t^UIlr^y.  ai><l  in  llda 
ajo  of  proifrcA  and  r«-l'<>iui.  An<I  ttiat  triui'npli  m'!  ii- at 
omi'  th"  friumpli  ot  lilvr'-y  and  thi;  triumph  >  f  the  L'ov-n. 
Therti  will  be  no  d{>ui>i<in.  no  infriii.;enii;nt  uj.'!!  •>tatf  *.'ri^ 
rel-.rnty.  no  versoinn.  ii^ir.  thi^  «onii*<l«nition  of  «r.<krr*  L«  a 
1>nrlueri>hip  for  life.  Ait  new  uki-uiierfi  (i<nui't  c<.ni<f  in.  m 
none  chu  ^ro  out  of  it.  Ki\e  by  the  ri>minun  ctkn^-nu  Tlwy 
are  j'dni.'<!  loi^Mther  SkaT  Utter  or  f<>r  won>«,  aud  thi.n*  i*  ao 
powur  of  divorce." 

Hon.  Marcith  J.  l'\-  -.r.TT  of  Kanws,  in  tb<'  IIuui«  of  R» 
preeentaiivtvi,  Marcli  -V  -t.  IviiS. 

1  should  like,  if  tb.i  •  I  •miittfHl.  to  draws  parallel  I-^|«<>n 
theee  two  nin^'-'iiiiMiiji:  Top«>k.t.  iheeUililt.f  piipuiar  htvi^ 
ndguty,  Hr>l  U-iti'nptou.  the  iljii  it  ofT^prins  '^f  )ni)'ular  «hv 
lence  :■!,  l  prMiMcntial  inl'.Tventi<»ii — a  wret^'hej  lia.«tard. 
pr«-ti  iiUer,  ** scarce  half  ni.id<>  up.'*  that  now  Htan-ls  with 
biaxeu  mendacity  at  yonr  bar.  a  randidnto  tiir  the  hunoiV 
which  lielnii^  to  iviritimiey  alone. 

Thi-  f'lrnur  cinfe>.»iHlly  Kpran.;  spiiir'mei.uriy  fr**™  the 
p4!<>pie.  a-ikinc  the  ri>>itiiutiiiu  of  rh<'ir  rights;  the  Utirr  is 
the  vllu  s|»awu  of  usurpation,  eniitied  by  spuri^tua  kn.*LoIa* 
tion:  and  so  far  from  liarin,:  any  >>npihirt  fr<Mn  the  p«viple, 
it  HlinkN  away,  like  a  c<intict*«<l  felnn.  fn^m  any  t<ul>mi'>ioa 
of  its  p^efen^iouM  to  The  jud-.;iiieTit  "f  a  popular  v»-r.'.ii't 

Mr.  ('l:.xk>».  [Intt-rnipt.nz  .  I>|>  I  uiiiU'r^ian-i  ibi«  g«» 
tleman  fr^ini  Kansn""  ti»  cir.fi  lel  that  tht>To|ifka'<''>n«'t:tntloii 
is  either  lei;al  or  h'lntimnte:  diil  ili.ii  he.  a  d»li-ir.tt«'  ^f  the 
people  of  KauKari.  niaintains  in  'b-- iti.chari'e  "t  |ii«  t  fflf ia] 
•luty.  that  eoiiKiiiutl' II  in  pref  >nr.>-*'  to  the  Iathiui  '.^n  • 

.Mr.  I'AiT.oTT.  I  paid.  R  uioni«rit  airn.  tb«i  ih-  in-  p:^^  r/ 
Kansai«  h.ul  viitnally  withdraW'i  th-ir  aoplii-itiuM  iiU'ler  the 
T«ii'«'ka  ('<inKtituil''n.  In  ar,!«*vir  !"i:i**irr.  bunevi-r.  •-  the 
^'entb-mnn  fmni  Vlri»ini».  I  f.iv  I  ili  lo  th"  di'-i-har^e  .if  my 
ofllciiil  duty,  elve  the  Topeka '-<>Ti!^i!tniii  n  vastly  tl-  yrvfgf^ 
eorc.  Ill  every  |»oini  of  \'w.  It  i»  lTi'-iiinp.-ir..b!y  suj-  -i  ,t  U* 
th"  oii»  fniiiic«i  at  lje<--inipt<-n.  I  w.i"  ■.:->iii^  on  to  nu^  ^  wi^l 
of  thi>  attltu<le  ••<*•  upi<><i  by  fbi*  fi-U'iuU  and  franivr-  nf  the 
T'ljM-ka  n>iiNrituti<m.  iu  nlntion  to  Ihif  tprntinSal  c^vt^iH 
nient.  ThoM'  who  made  and  iipbi  M  thiN  r,>nt«tifu:ii'n  whilst 
it  wan  a  livin;r  nietsun*.  »i  fur  fntm  ^ubrt•rtine  th*  IrrriC^ 
rial  ^(ueriiment.  have,  in  twility,  n-acned  it  froFi  tn«  Miaa 
and  IwlKcUity  beneath  which  It  «aa  urostrata,  life*;  kavt 


ttunwn  Id  (biin 
Nabiuk*  UU  uu. 


i^tlH  Soj 


SBmaaii  pmblbliioo  ubioluUlT.  (iid  wIUidhI  anr 
tiadi;  iihUettii>NffaT»lc>bniJu<|K>w-UD'>nll»Si>ii 


"*lir,iir,  now  Uul  tl 


smr  Court  lus 

nnltuilDail.il    _ 

•T«.   ItngateNitHwikit 

■■J  ■(  bold  lint  tliiii  Id  iMDritT  itod  ISai]  tdiquU  ten 

ii  tiu  Uuit  Qui  iv^tiumx  bu  mnBolIni  tlw  ericlQ*!  |iIt> 
J^Mmi  wbkb  ligUiWA  aUm?  oBi  of  Ibi  Univrj--  «< 
jMbrpC  Uuujnurinia  Nahrulu  bill  uprvnI.T dHlina 
Ibiit  tl  vw  iHl  7001  fnUnUan  (a  h«l>liii  tUirtj  twk  inln 
Soto  Oil  («i1b»j.  roHfaintUtaTQuraan  N*bruk*lill1, 
.Is  HI  Uul  IniHit  brjand  dl  dooU,  »t»nt<  iti«  »ili*l  or 
puUlBjIo  hmcif  thoas  Tsrr  livi  wIUH  protKiton  ;ou  m 

Mn  l«T»  ittansflia  JnbsUlaDti  si  lb«  tnrlliir;,  Is  Mf 
■rhcUui  IhDV  Ini.  DT  in;  ottw  Uoi,  Ibr  TOUr  tuotHlloa, 
jWlUnrtirdorpLiilnlbrMi.qawah.™  nM  Ibnotibt 

,     "If  m  KS  lo  KuHi  no  ihull  Ond  tbal  Uian— ji^  Oiite, 


bUhwh  bk;  hi  uu.  u  Bnir  k*"')™* n  b»«  told 

OHiD  iB>)r  tell  BBtbal  I  on  iltrtniiilng  ta]uiU(]'  mr 
rilnat  ih<  .Vibrwka  bill  bjf  n1  jiog  upon  dtdbU  vhb^ 
Jt  Ibali  Llipp«ncd.  ■blthwsppnol  thra  linoWB.Mhl 
ivuM  uut  bt  Lb«  tvwB.  Iknon.ilr.thitlltiDa 
.euwa  hlBaUr  inatilmnanihlp  l>f 


Supnuu  Cuarl  vbtch  tm  iiiibehM  to  nw  IhoH  ol^clleoi 
tiilfai  Nsbruklbil]  wUcb  1  4iniuiirptw«iiUiii;  Uiat  lh«M 

^f«» oti^vcUaui  Vvnvd  a  part  of  Ibt  matUHrmtlDiu 
laOwwHl  "J' ""*  "■""'  ■"" " '" 


TUf. 


Mild  lo  Iha  Wouift    Ob  lb*  10th  dai 

SM.  IV  p^iillvniui  from  (luirrgt^.  [Mr  Spwanlj 


w)lb  ibrm  bnl  a  ]m*  I^b.  bj  Ilie  >n 

(allOlnl  and  TMl     Bat  lb*  Blder  |.r.>-i».  m  riu^h  •in 

uplha  HiuDBri  rw(HcIk>n.aDd  rei-itit  lb.'  i.p'  ^ibtlnt  ti« 
bv  vblrb  llaTafJ  *aa  prol«ctT*d  ko  tbnC  ti^miarj,  bj  pr> 
•Hthig  tbit  UwT  itian  BN  ba  pat  In  <">iv  wluCam  muf 
ba  ainabt  or  OM  KmiUluOioalUy  "f  ilm  M:r.riuri  CotDpra- 
Bba  ut,  ao  ana  eu  (Inobt  tb^  conVllnikmnlltT  of  tht 
Badia  BCWllPi  W  Uw  1rt«Bt  of  lt>  appllcaUon  to  lfailagl» 

""'■'■  tbs  pawar  of  npnllBir  lava 

hj  (hib-  lutboTilj.   la  tUa 


"  Hr.  U  H  wt  otiaMia  that  tb*  BdToeilH  or 
Mil.  I'M  W»  aU  that  ta  Bimiixtlliitlonal  In  ti»tr  on 
maaimib;  Mjrlic  It  wu  ialaadid  b>  nfcr  II  to  tha  dacMOB 
or  (hi  iHrta,  abnaU  Ht  hBTB  aCTD  tbat  tba  aaataal  nf  a( 
or  lb*  pawar  of  OniKiMa  mir  (laTttT 

a  fa>  aa^t  Uw  ■" '  " •— 

oftfa*     —  - 

lav  fcp  Qia  pi   .  ^      _.._... 

Ibi  oabRak  vhsa  lb*  na;  •*b*  qnxnkni  va>  pnaaotad  b; 
a  la«  Oimit  wthMdgf    irBratbetD  grallaBHn  nppaaad 


W  lb*  «mMob  of  tfa*  « 


Kwoall  barti^lia  fa  onr  Amr,  ai  tbar  aar  tbay  did.  and 
aa  U  latalj  baa  baan>  bov  could  Ibpy  DtarloDb  tha  dImA- 
Tantai^aB  of  tba  oav  barjaln  Dmt  antand  Into.  In  annnlllac 
■II  Ihg  hva  irbU  bad  pmtctrA  hIbtrt,  and  in  inrraiulv- 
Ins  tba  iHtttatioa  ItaaTt  to  tba  baaarda  of  a  noMlar  tOf 
JsrllTl  Wm  Bl|bt  Mr.  DnnKr.  of  VlTslnIa,  Hf,  hi  bb 
tittirlft  Mr.  Laaba,  laat  <Mobar,  tliat  tba  '  Mil  vaa  Dot  aoah 
■a  vaiA  bna  baM  ftiBad  \rr  tba  dilaataa  fttta  altbar 
Itttla4ban  nilDlttad  10  thamalona.-    Taa. 


"i   ■'IcttlbaaMllaaaaB  ttaBTlr|lBlB,nir.>imag^vhg    ^uliu^a  auTalii 

.■^l""      "^       'j'      II .  -At- .-  .-  iTft-       „.„.,„iauin  bita  1 

r^MlthaaB^lSH.bi>vlhapa«Ws«f^llbmaMM  ;  [„>^-,.  to  tba  lava  i>a«d  b;  their  IcKuU 
rfMfkMlhilairlBt^lHtL  I  .».!  KnpUtd,aiKl  la  fcund  In  ibc 'amr.l  of  alIw»Ta>ii- 

k,  "'Mr.HiLun.    DaMtb*casllaB*a  vlahanpljT  ii, i  b  tbatoutllDtlnn,  vbkh  auib<irlua  tfa>  lagUlatan 

'P'Jb.^maa.    Ida.  '  i..  r<.."lan.    A  biw  1>  ftsm  lUorT  naiuri.-aa  aeiot  aoia- 

.'  >-lT.»IIMn>:.    lallHBMtlauadBdMthBtlAaiildi  r..;^M>,.    A  Uvli  daSned  lo  1»  a  rul»  ^  baman  amdntt 

■*-■■'■■■"    t  vU,  >ttb  flaaaara,  anada  to  bla    -MrrK-ilad  li»l*«a.«»™<  pou-r  ..fo  rfuJf    If  tba  laaUa- 

1^  .  ._ >.     i_  .1..  .......   iij  iIjjIi.  [,j^^,u^  ,„„]j  not  1^  LliQl™, 

-  -     i|i;l.lia..falaw.  Iftb.la^ 
rallall;.  luch  law.illhsngb 


b  WamiloB- 

Aa  Soulb  *lll  ba  InliiM  I.;  lb 
Hi  pratlao.  la  a  (craatiir  altanl 
-*  -  "' — ~ — •  OonrMnlau  Ibvlf 

^■•Mf.ibUJO*.    IvIUtalliiiapailanun'' TbaHtaom  ''° 

BManBlaoluplipKibltltidabiianlaUialanltatTBOftll  ■™" 

Btapw.  baldU  not  ■BdarlaXa  to  npnl  anylaw,  iMm  "T 

BOaacTMa  or  af  Iba  lairltorlal  li«falatur*.  by  whl*  rfanty  adml 


nnre.  L«l,]aU 
•»pa-w:  thHr«!ll.ajSiia(ily;  but  a  Hu.tltutiniial 
iittonbaaoolj  lb«pav«T  Lo  (In*  up  tba  pTOTlafoiia  of 
.(■act;  but  Ita  ratlBcaUnn  h'luDin  tu  Ihi  rmlneUai 
.1.  tha  paoplr.  Tba  dlillnclion  Sm  rlaar  and  ablloa*, 
■  f  DDpr^udlcad  Inqulrar  can  t*  m"  '"'  ' ■^- 


'■Sav,  air,  It  Ibii  Ulwuii  Oampiuuit 


mUaman  from  Rllnoli  [Mr.  rarnavorth).  iBTa  ba 
lit  prlMlpla  aa  irfardi  all  inptrtj  mtp  Hint  of 
ladaniaa  Ibat  flaiaij  aibta  ij  lb*  cooiRion  lav. 
BOt  ttet  II  li  bf  llalala  lav    ulf^  and  daula  Ibat 
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jwn  eannot  Uke  up  tho  Btatnte*  of  lUta  leiiislatunMi.  or  the  t 
•cti  of  OongreM,  without  fludlug  Ihwh  oiiactiu^  tlint  •ifUrik.  '■ 
4fty  Boeh  ahall  Im  the  lav;  and  if  that  hnn  bct*u  muiiirufd 
to  ni«aa  that  the  law  should  uot  f;o  inlu  vITiH.'t  till  (hut  tliii«, 
I  want  U>  sea  the  Judgw  who  vuulJ  comftruu  diirerviifj)  a 
nstriction  contained  in  thb  clauao  upon  tho  l^ipitlalive 
power. 

**!  bold  tho  doctrine  that  the  Ifgifilaluru  of  a  «t'it«)  has  nil 
the  aofervign  it^Mlatlre  power,  excfpt  nui'li  tu  id  C>r  uccl"*- 
■acy  purpoaet  reMrvoil,eith«'r  exprHMily  or  by  iuii)liciitiuu,  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  new  doctrine  tJiut  I  am  fnuiiciatinjt 
ben;  but  Thare  been  antoui^hed  at  the  gniund  tjikeu  l>j 
■ome  membert  in  thii  iiinttvr.  I  do  uot  kuow  that  the/ 
want,  wilfully,  to  perfurt  the  cfmdition  of  thinge;  but  the 
Idea  \»  abriurd  that,  bt^aune  a  i^ertain  clause  in  a  uoiiiiUtution 
doclaree  that  tho  legislature  shall  bo  rtrntricted.  afUr  a  cer- 
tain time  arrirem  from  anionding  it,  except  In  a  particular 
way,  that  it  lit  to  be  construed  fo  aa  to  restrain  thuir  action 
b^re  that  time  arrives.  Until  after  1864  it  b  inoperative, 
w  though  it  had  been  nid  that  the  clause  idiouM  uot  be  in- 

tod  in  the  constitution  till  tliat  time  arrives." 


selros  the  fHendi  of  the  down-trodden  and  oppcuid.  tfaonsh 
the  tiotims  of  oppr«a»1iin  may  be  of  anoilier  ct>lor,  or  cf 
another  clime.  With  up.  nir,  tlir  Con<itliutioo  uf  mir  eoanby 
has  di-pfwiiwl  a  high  dincretioDary  power  In  Tviarloo  to  the 
admiiMiou  of  new  Mai^  into  the  i.^inf«iliTacy«-a  p  'wer  vhkh 
devolvM  upon  um  the  most  important  and  Mli'mi  duty  which 
we  can  be  called  upon  to  dL^rharg^.  Yliat  {lowrr  w«  shall 
soon  be  railed  upim  to  exercise.  The  instrument  heliNn  niL 
pur|H>rting  to  be  the  oonstiiution  of  Kansas,  wa  know  to  to 
that  of  a  sfliaii  minority  of  hor  pM>pli%  tho  irnMt  mass  ef 
whom  moat  solemnly  and  oarrie«tly  pn>ttt«t  aualnst  iM  to> 
position  upon  them.  It  recognises  die  right  of  proper^  in 
man — a  priuclplo  which  her  peoplo  abhor." 


non.  T.  Polk  of  Miasonri,  In  the  Senate,  March  11th,  1858. 

<*  The  article  in  her  constitution  which  was  to  fix  the  ron- 
ditton  of  Kansas  as  a  slaveholdlngor  non-slarrholding  state, 
was  the  sole  point  of  contmL  This  was  the  ({UOMtlim  that 
had  agitated  that  territory  from  the  poriod  of  its  flrst  organ- 
iiatlon.  Indeed,  it  was  this  that  had  populated  her  with 
eminaries  sent  out  by  the  Emigrant  Aid  corporations.  And 
this  It  was  that  bad  drawn  to  Kansas  the  attention  of  overy 
Motion  of  the  entire  country. 

**  This  questit)n  was  submitted  to  a  (air  vote  of  tho  ])onpIe ; 
•nd  that,  too.  In  the  fairest  mode  In  which  It  cuuld  bit  done ; 
that  Is  it  was  submitted  alone,  as  an  isolated  Iwue.  If  it 
bad  been  encumbered  with  other  questions  there  would  not 
have  been  so  fair  an  ezprenlon  of  the  popular  will  upon  it. 
A  man  might  hare  voted  for  or  against  the  slavery  article. 
in  order  to  reach  some  other  object.  And.  Mr,  this  sul)mit- 
ting  a  particular  provision  of  a  state  constitution,  as  a  ringle 
quoKtion,  to  !)««  voted  on  by  tbe  people,  is  no  strange  pro- 
ceeding. It  has  been  done  in  the  cai^e  of  (.>rognn.  whoiie 
eonstituiion  Is  now  before  this  Senate.  And  it  hss  oftou 
been  done  in  other  statee. 

*'  Mr.  PnisiJcut,  in  tho  e«timation  of  those  who  prnffss  in 
eonsidor  this  artion  of  tho  liocompton  convention  a  iiri'iit 
Outra;;f  upfin  tliH  rights  of  tb*?  penple  of  Knni<n!»,  the  i»e<>(>l)' 
of  Ini.M.nii.i  niu««l  have  Ix'en  nuwt  deeply  a-.-grl«'r»Ml  by  ^\^\^- 
gre.<.s  whi'n  tictt  .«tate  was  adiiiitti'd  into  Ww  riii'ui:  fur,  1 
am  to!<l,  by  oiu>  of  h<'r  i^enatijrH  un  this  tltNir.  that  :iii  itrtl<-l«' 
eMtahlifihiiig  Hhivcry  in  that  stat«;  was  voted  out  o!  Iut  n.n-  : 
stituii-in  by  a  m;iji'rily  of  two  vott-»  i»nly:  ami  y»'t  Ui:it  run. 
stituti'in  w:iM  n»'ver  ?:uhniltted  to  n  vcit.'  ■)f  tin*  pi".»pli'  of  thrti 
stale.  Still  she  w.iii  a>liiiiii('il  int>»  th>'  l^nioii  ii-<  a  non  <\n\v 
bolilhit;  Ht:ite.  t*lr.  wh-n  that  \ntf  w.i-«  >^*  \>ry  i-ldM-  in  tin- 
eon  vev.tion.  It  ij»  alt««g«*th"r  pny-iihli'  th:it  IIh"  Fi-^uU  \«iiii1iI 
have  tK*en  ilKT^rri'nt  If  it  h:til  l*«-i>n  iiuhniitti><l  to  n  dlp-t  vote 
of  the  pcojile.  Itut  Con^re.M'  dlil  not  htop  to  niiiki'  this  a 
condition  im-rt'dcnt,  whUh  must  l>o  uiel  Iwforu  ihc  btate 
•houM  N.i  H>Iinit!eiJ.  i 

*'S».  to<»,  thf  Kariie  whs  tnio  in  llliiuii^.  Then*,  an  artii-Ie  i 
propotiing  to  e.^tuhlish  shivt-ry  hy  her  coiHtitiition  was  vofj«| 
d-iwti.  in  her  ronxlitutio'itil  ci'Mventinii.  hy  hut  n  huinll 
m:ij:>rity  of  Voles;  und  Ihiit  (Miixtiturion  was  iiovi>r  sut>- 
niittril  to  avoti'of  th»  pi'xp'.o.  Yet  the  (x-ople  of  Illinois 
have  never  found  out  tnat  thrir  ri;:lits  vvt^ro  tmnipled  on  by 
CougreM*,  whou  that  state  whs  ndmitUKl  into  the  Uuiun." 


Hon.  Joir.N  F.  i*orT».R  of  Wiwonxin.  in  thi.'  IIoum  of  Kcpre- 
fontalivoM,  IMarrh  II^M,  IK-'h. 

••Such  ar«'  the  demonilizing  iriliiu-nrin  of  ^lavery,  which 
aoi'ivK  to  i'«iahli>h  niul  e\li>n<l  its  )Hm-i>r  throughout  the 
leu'^th  and  hn'adth  of  thi*  conlinont — a  iHJwr  which  ex- 
hnusts  th«r  life  Hml  tigor  of  niiiiiiiniiwt'aithN:  destroys  the 
prosperity  of  nation}*:  corrupt*  th«  prinriplH  of  p.irtifs: 
dehii.M.s  iiiid  hiut.tlizes  its  victinix.  ani  •lrH;!K  down  to  Um 
own  lrVi-1  of  hill  li:tri-!ni  all  that  yii-ld  to  iis  cnihr.tcH.  I  lulcr 
the  KV'ti-in  of  |i>rritori.tl  ^>v<>rnniiMit  adopttnl  hy  our  f.ithers, 
and  whirh  hiis  prevnih-d  for  more  than  half  a  i:«-ntury.  a 
sy^tem  which  »H-erteii  the  rUht  as  wi-U  a-«  the  duty  of  Ci»n- 
griHh  to  fxiluijc  hUv'-ry,  the  will  of  the  niaj  irity  hai«  nlways 
gi)vi-ni>-d.  au'l  w.is  always  n'K|iecte«l.  Th<*  hintory  of  c;ur 
country  div^  not  furnish  an  iust.ince  «»f  civil  commotion,  or 
evon  of  an  a'-t'-ini't  on  the  part  ot  a  min  'lity.  to  usurp  the 
pi>Her  ill  the  c.'<lah|l»hm»'nt  of  a  tHrritorlnl  cuvernment,  pn- 
vloUH  to  the  enactment  t)f  the  K a ns.i>-. Nebraska  hill.  Jji-t 
ns  ih--n.  return  to  the  original  |Kilicy  of  ihi*  government, 
and  |t-att>  anil  harmony  will  foIl<>w.  Ij<'t  u.'«<lare  to  do  ri^ht. 
because  ii  is  ri^ht.  I^et  us  {ii<ll.:nHiilly  spurn  from  us  the 
StbeUlic  ventiment  that  thi>re  e.in  Ite  |>r'|<«'rty  in  man.  I^>t 
US  di- -lare  lieloro  the  world  that  no  lo|l^t{Tutiou,  whicli 
rHix-<;uiM*i<  mail  hs  a  chattel,  i-an  lie  'reputilii-an'  in  furm. 
Let  us  liave  the  coarai^e  and  the  manhood  to  dedani  uur- 


Uon.  Chablu  llBAiiT  of  TpuneMee,  in  Doiim  oi  Bo|i» 
BonUtivea,  March  29th,  1863. 

**  Bat  suppOHs  at  the  eleetkn  on  the  4th  of  Jannory.  all  tbe 
votea  were  given  by  legal  voters,  and  that  there  to  actrnPy 
a  m^oritv  in  the  territory  againvt  tbe  Lerompton  euutlllB- 
tlon.  ontibt  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  KnnMm  nnder  It  1b 
be  r^ected?  I  answer,  no.  Tbe  mnttitncion,  u  f  bB>o 
shown,  was  regulariy,  legally,  pmperly  madje,  accortUnf  le 
law,  to  tho  forms,  nature,  and  practice  of  our  gDremBMotd 
system.  It  was  ordained  by  the  cnnrentlon,  ofoMorf  mM  flkc 
cn<ir<  piTfTtignty  nfthepenpU,  as  tbe  constitntinn,  futgtet  ID 
the  approval  or  rnoction  by  the  peoplo  of  tho  slavery  daaH^ 
In  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  power  they  preocrfbod  It 
the  constitution  the  time  and  manner  of  Ita  approval  or 
rejection ;  and  they  could  not  be  alterNi  by  a  legMatlvo 
assiinibly,  the  mere  creators  d  the  organic  law  of  tho  In^ 
ritory,  without  any  sovereign  power.  If  th«y  had  power  ti 
do  it,  they  had  the  same  power  to  alter  any  other  prorWiA 
section,  or  article  in  the  constitution.  Tho  establwimeat  el 
such  a  doi-trlne  would  sap  the  foundation,  and,  at  ooo  htaw, 
strike  down  all  constitutional  government.'' 


Hon.  WiLSOM  KeiUT  of  Penni^lvnnla,  In  tbo  Boon  of 

UeprcMmtatives,  March  25th.  1858. 

"  If  the  {MMiple  of  Kansas  shall  desire  to  alter,  amend,  or 
aKilUh  the  |ji><-«)uiptMU  nmstitutlon.  if  tbe  state  shall  to 
ailinitti-d  with  that  iionstitution.  all  they  have  to  do  is 
t)  gnt  art  a^t  <  f  the  legiHlature  pas^^ed.  calling  a  coma- 
ttoii  ti)  niter  rr  aiiienit  the  Ktme:  and  if  Ibe  peoplo.  by  a 
vote  fiil.er  .I'lofii  or  aiN|uieH<*e  in  the  ivnstituti«>n  wo  allM^ 
or  amvU'i'il.  ho  |M»i|4e  in  any  oihi<r  htale  ot  this  rniiA  ran 
Interien-.  I  v^ill  ve:,iiire  to  i(.iy  th.'it  tb-n*  is  nut  a  uwalier 
on  the  oiliiT  Kile  of  tli'>  11  >us.>  Mho  will  hay  that  if  lb* 
le.;iK'atur'v  n\  ii»  t.rAt  "e^hioii.  «i.:.ll  |<ns'  an  act  calling  s 
ciim>'nti>n  ami  tin'  »■•'  i"  appri^id  by  the  g^iTerm'r.  acl 
the  convention  ^houM  htriku  out  .ill  the  J^-ooinplon  mLvTi- 
liUiou.  which  p--<i.riiiie<  -.l.ivery  ai«  om-  of  the  ilnme^lW-  iosfi- 
lUtioiiK  of  Kailvw.  Hud  if  tlie  |>'i>ple  Silopt  the  amende] 
miistitotioii.  it  woiihi  not  ht.>vali>i  trnd  binding  on  aii  pr*'pi* 
resiilliig  there,  if  this  cm  Im-  difue.  why  not  al*>iikh  ih« 
wiiole  (-onf>tilutioii  and  make  an  entire  iifwone?  If  th''T 
do  M).  no  ]iitwer  umler  heavi*n  can  iiit«rf>T«i  with  them  anJ 
their  ri.i;hts  under  that  coiihtitution.  as  h^ng  as  it  mnan* 
unallen*d.  This  may  U'  called  revolution,  if  It  la.  it  is  a 
peaceful  rtfvolution,  under  form  of  law,  and  dcstro}s  u 
man's  rights." 


Hon.  .ToHN  A.  Skarino  of  Now  York,  In  the  Ilonsc  of 
KopreitentaUves.  .March  'JiUh,  IViS. 

'*Tho  game  of  the  Ropuhlii-.tn  party  haA  Ihvu  tbeantl  law 
and-(>nier  game  frrim  the  U>i;inninir  to  tit**  prwwut  tiiack 
They  refuse  to  act  and  >ote  unlei>M  in  the  wuy  and  at  tbo 
time  presi>rilie<l  by  them  as  a  p^ilitical  party,  and  then  only 
when  they  can  insure  to  theius*'lv«'4  th>*  whide  gam^.  .Vt 
tine  time  pronouncinit  the  oi'ti.  of  the  territorial  nfieials  and 
l>'gi-laturtt  an  Itogus  and  not  biniluig.  and  at  am-thfr  roc«- 
nising  them  ami  acting  und"r  them,  in  the  i-hxti-  n  i>f  f>fli- 
ivi's,  jiiHt  as  the  niove  M'emed  to  Im  the  i>u**  e>-n-tU'ite  to 
their  a.-ioendaucy.  Itut  in  the  uiid»t  of  all  tln-XH  iTraLf 
movements,  a  legally  r«jnotitut<><i  t«*rrilikrial  ieci*i:»tarT 
passed  nn  act  to  take  llie  ven'^e  '-f  the  pM^pit-  uf  Kan»as  CD 
the  Huhjeirt  of  forming  a  slate  government,  ai.d  a»<i^ 
ailmls'ion  into  the  Union.  At  thi"  (l-«tion  the  t<<re  wa« 
almost  unanimou!*  of  the  jienple  of  Kanvf  in  t-i%  -r  <>t  a  c'-n* 
vention;  and  aflerwardn  th<'  t-rrioTi.tl  legislature,  by  « 
t»o-thinlH  vote,  paa^eJ  a  law  provi>lliic  f>->r  ti.r  rWtton  (f 
delegates  to  a  constitutiiinal  iH>uveuiion  I'liJer  that  law 
delegates  were  electi^J.  who  met  In  riiu%i<nliiin  and  made 
this  i*unKtitutiou,  submitting  to  the  pv><p'.e  iif  Kan^b<,  al  a 
Hpet'ial  election,  on  the  *Jl»t  uf  Lkvt-mber.  lS:'i7.  the  i{iieflti>'»a 
whether  the  fhrrrji  clauke  should  In*  i>trifkeu  out  or  not 
At  this  election  the  minority  of  viitei,  cast  wen*  in  bvorof 
the  con.sUtutlon  as  It  was  passed  by  the  convention ;  ftnj 
now  this  omttituium  rami's  to  us.  and  thi>  queiktitin  ilk  can 
wo  rsfuae  to  admit  Knnaas  undur  that  ooastiiuthin  «r  ■oCf 


Appiin>n. 

t.  Sounu  of  ArkuBi,  tn  th*  tUut^  Uaidi  |  mwrnitniitlml  i 


tu^B  udUI  llii  T«r  Uat.    Thn<  in  orUIn  fuinluii 
prindplH  of  Amvnrlnn  nrgtnLc  Uw.  vh^b  I  bnp* 


Dugbtto 


cd*.    Wbaihcr  U  r 


Lt  bigb   tj 


L    Mnw.nam.    LritW 

D  It!  in1<U~l  HDUmmU 

n  jiut  auOmriff.  bnl  n 


ro  eiaodiKl  «i  IbHr  i 


re  tbcT  bo 


benmlTrs,  d'pvnd  apon  Itiln 

„ olwUiw  tJt  fn.'s  lUIn  will  •> 

idrHilonUiuibtJI  But  iinljrb«unJuR,>nitfn 


11  IKlUMI 

DDfRlthfu!  hindf.  uid  cnmmlt  it 
io  ib\t  DOW.     fbsjViDt  unlT  ■  llttl«  mon 


fanwBl  Mil  lildrflMlbl*  tiBhl  lo  ■Itof,  retbrm,  or  ibollub  I  ^,  ^  a,|,  oo^,  ^bei  w«dI  unlj  ■  lltU»  nior»  hinronil  of 
Uidr  teB  of  ninnmrat  in  inch  miiiTor  m.  Uwj  mw  i  Barpiw  ind  >  little  mon  nrnipltteiiiH  nt  oridnlullfto, 
think  ptvpn;  Thi<  li  ODO  of  Uiw.  fumUiMBt^  BiiBdplM  ^„  ,,ii  „„(,  f,™  ^j^  a,  f,,^  rfilllon  to  lb*  pm- 
gJ^hkbTtawjidd  tJ^UwJ  'J'"""  b.  M*™-*^  "  !■  ■  ,  .un  of  ri-tr.  upon  Ihtm.      Yno  u.  IndliiK  .11  Ihil  It 


i>riwiof:.w,»l 
11  la  brttw  tbt 
LlioB.    Ttaiirigbl 


IIOM  WDdld  b*  pviKliul  uiil  (lunia  ut  (oviiniairBI  Immor- 
tal. If  thlt  LuguM.-*  of  Ibe  rouMiluttMi  ii  h«t]ls  to,  or 
iDauui'tcDl  Bltli,  lb*  bnl  nf  ilnlibs  It  miul  In  thU  «- 
iMljrMd  la  Iti  iDparior  luUiorlt).  Tlili  bi  oh  i>f  ItacH 
oriflDil  iDd  RKma  rlabU  ut  lb*  pmpln.  not  da1«[nl''d  « 
■UcDhlisI  bv  thf  pnoplVi  naltlHr  iiirrendcrtfd  dot  iiupi'iided, 
but  vilbbrl.l  from  ihr  iiut  whirh  rnikn  up  Ibe  Juit  jonn 
of  Evrvrnmonl,  awl  vblrb  ira  muntnlnl  In  Uw  coiiiUtB- 

tiih.'iKDddi'leinlwl  pi>wv.  llli'an  lo  datcrBtu  ulikb  li 

Uk  bijbcr  nnd  wblch  Uh  (ulnnliui*  Uw," 

fl.Ti.  Wm.  It,  Sewus  of  New  Vock.  hi  thi  Siuta,  Uucb 
"Th*  fvc  mnd  rarr*m  vhHi  itlmdHl  the  iirUfr  pollrj 

h*  iMbUnn  wbhb  Ihr  coD'-q><-  policy  of  iDlmrnlloo  Id 
kTor  <if  el4T*  litbor  And  plaT«  ptBlen  f  iirnarilcn  eufflclimtlir 
«tllbll*h  thq  «iil4t*IKV  of  Ibp  nnUiEOnbni  bvtwfvn  the  jpif- 
ncitnl  >n<l  Ihu  iialinn  whkb  I  !»•■  iiwcIhI.  A  thkI 
wnqBlMljr  iiid  p-UThillf  wbtk  It  ilrKMidi  with  thu  mi> 
nt.  VsaiHMkltawnhjlliefiiiuiiinKiliwknDljrwhiinll 


b>M>.   I  *m 


.SSZST.ST^'S^ 

ITnlmt.  1  huntbuifii  whT  It  b  lb* 

lb*  KlDW 

i>Uini  ».r  thr  i>al«il»loD  of  mj  opln 

wblrh  Hut 
d.    I  Ihluk.  WIIB  ftttl  d.tmn»  to  the 
n.  tbiil  lh>  ripedlagt.  p>vrful.  Md  right 
It.  b  lu  irjtnr  Of  «{ulD|t  polkT  of  Id- 

w  tho  MWinicI  pnUUtkn  of  tlaniT  In 


Nrihnjika.    Tb^r*  vi 


tmrtfl  It  la  Iru  Ihat  llivre  wm  frequtnt  drbUn 
rend  Ibe mldf^rtfriftnry.vid  tlut  thero  wen  prohMiDd 
npothin  KBonit  tbe  M>)i|e»  awnkenml  by  or  tvpoiHlIng 
lbne>dr)iotM.  Biitw^utwuClinertMlnelltDtnllbrbut 
■kleV  VtaHt  Hnkve  tho  Auifl'wi  people  to  differ  fFom 
Mb>T  mtn-na,  but  Ibis— Ibel  wbllr  mvag  tbni  pMR 
!im«  iillrni^  ban  fttl  puMIr  qomtloueere  rrlkfnd  to 
itiL  Hm  dn)_i>  la  Cdirra'.  [Minw  tell  bm  thai  the 
w  UnHid  llliitv>  ba>  ri^Bored  the  Ittan- 
HtnlBtal  I  mptj.  Ihu  thejr  biiie  doDi 
-  •■-  ':    "nej  hue  reinMd>d 


t    m<  b  iba  eilent  of  the 


the  judnimi  Kni--Tti. 
roufd  reDiliT,    Already 


^oorloftbe 


and  that  Ihajr  mnet  Raanntr  the  InTtolabllllj  of  that 
and  peralelima  proprrtT.  Tba  peovlo  of  tba  United 
•  D*TarcaB,aadlh«jainr*ll(  aaeiiit  priM^lMM 


iwlMiT  prnrokMl.  taosbt 
I  cboeeD  bT  themeeln*.  HbM  would  the/ (alnt 
b^'^^naU^Jn-ttSd'o'l^UieTnDldl    Via 


pnJIe  thrir  con  Jlllon.  bf  drawlnf  down 
themH-'lTKii  Would  tbej  gala  mj  Dew  • 
Would  ttaejr  not  baaiid  aier-"'-  "■-■  - 


Uowvould  Itaar  Im- 


•DlalkM  IdlMalkwhit  Ihejrdo  not  know  tt 


lloo.  Otho  R.  Suidutjk  of 
Brprronlatlni^  >liuih  U<1,  ItMI. 

'-Mr.ChilnuD,  I  eball  mik'  no'loDn  for  the  p«<ple  of 
mraliit^iTdi'trictluiU'hliuUilaiutiiMt.  I  eball  undatik* 
to  pMii'  Ibrm  lo  no  «iuiK>'<r»niliirl.  Xlulnlpid.  In  lUl, 
ibrou^G  a  FonTcDtioD  of  drl(|9ile!i  oinstnl  bj  ihr  rroBle, 
■ftvrdiTlarlufl  Ihat,  i1lbai«b  nit  lattebd  wllh  a  lalee  sf 
nciiicillnlibernniiimilM.  tut  rbe  would  aninlFVt  In  IhHi, 
resdTi'd  lhat  a  iMalitiu  of  Ibe  ilxbu  of  Ihr  propW  ot  Ibe 
eUto  mlElii  •TTur.  'wbhh  widld  emount  lo  iDtnitnMt 

uue,'  luicHii  whk'h  wai  •ledgDited  the  lOliowliig: 

"■TberefDul  bj  CVintTFU  lo  admll  a  new  etnle  Into  Ih* 


InpTmiwaUMi 
■Ivte  ai  lb*  lena 


e  lenaUn?  IH*ad<  and  gnurdMai  i^  i 

m..   Tbetr  pMil^ne  went  taken  l<T  lb*  feepte  I 
r  falD  Ktor.T.  I  a|>prehmd.  ipir  with  a  view  to 


npnn  Ibe  'arao  plaKUni;  and  nnleii 

'  "^-1  vleveai^  frallajEasf  Ibapaopla 

le  nlrah-aUled  a*  lo  their  tplril 

ifKbwa'l* 

_ - r-«inecAn> 

IB  fnrlh  ran  nuke  ihr  |iia>la 


.      ._.,..  dinlitn' aa  ]rou  nay  I 

uakea  fldnt  In  tble  dlnvtl^n  or  tliat;  fljr  wlial  rolun  jnn 
Iileaw  al  jDur  nuil-hfad ;  Ihr  fnilb  !•  Bi>t  tn  tv  whttdled. 
eajolod.  or  •hnlred  anj  hnr^  ^j  vinir  raniHaiiile.  Mr 
1  —.1  „i» — "legt  «1h Ii  watehliH;  joor  BaKroTraa; 


faoplBii  Ihr  Itw  bMt.  ^  pivpaied  tw  Ihe  wi 

her  Bumerlral  itrenKlb  ban  deimRMl.  and  the  ■tiviijr.h  of 

priibriple  onlj  rennlne  lo  prolf  I  her  fn>iB  Idlenl  aaert» 

to  trnat  to  her  own  naoureea,  t  eItm  the  nl  '     ' 
l^t  her  rlghla  and  bar  tkOBor  will  b*  "'- 
la*  not  that  Mnnglb  llet  ah«>  In  i 


Stf- 


Si'ffli 
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In  th*  Hdiui  af  Bfpn-    l4  ft  twMhtMi  toI* 


Ban.  B.  A.  Snn  sf  Tni 
HBtitiTtB,  Kvbnui;  Mth,  If 

*•  I  xmil  nut  rnlirgi  apxi  Ihlm  btniua,  u  I  bttiir*  rUlal, 
Ikm  In  ID  ouhlhiR  act  Kir  tbe  fSmulMi  of  n  nUtr  luririi- 

W1ID  ^flRlofian  IkIoiikwI  Ui  Iba  DHOinratlc  parlr.  uv 
■pialoa  tliat  ilm*  imi^i  ta  biiTa  bmi  iii  (d^uIiu;  *c 
nich  H  tfac  JlallDKnWwil  ScnUor  [toB  Illlnnii  [Mi.  Do 
1m}— bKt  it  tbi  BBiF  llBir  Hlnit  Ibat  sn  anabllnK  mrt  hi 

tlBB,  I  ami  llial  tk*  tnair  Imvimi  thn  Uqllnl  MaM  ■ 
ttuira,  nt  tba  3UUi  AprlL  IIW3— thM  tnatj  sbhta  bi 
■■pRBa  lav  oT  (he  land—pTorlilni :  That  1    Tbal  Conjcr 


"The  Mkiwlsg  la  tha  arilcla  or 


li  tlbnt/,  prupartjr,  and  (h* 


lUa  amiuat.  If  II  pn.nn  anjFlhlnit.  pn 
It  apWrna  Ik*  wIwIf  i-j-ntrn  nf  iv|inHuUU 
KUnUa  llirHirlEiif  <iv*liiiitl<uaouai  II  di 
■I*  <^  »  aula  or  larrilncr,  Um  rixlii  b>  ■ 
naka  ■  miatilaltnii  G*  Ukb  sHbeiit  ibrlr 

■maL    Ifthaiijchtil-WDOt  ailaltnai'l«rl..r 

than  HMhnra.  tbal  IIk  p»pl«  iDwl  art  i)Maa>4vH.  M'bin 
IharaanvtbtrollKtad  ("(laHlKraWai'litct  ta  Ihr  ticina 


•lUMit  ap- 


tbniMli  Ibr'  miirKuni  ..f  ■  ri.!.-'ii  1..rii  .1  rf&Na,  Kh.w 

lowwlfl.v  it  in  t-ai'<w^f  .'r  imii\r«i>.iWnii.iX  Vi'vh 
aai>h  a  ri'iiiltll'm.  It  inii  ■•II  liiii^n  tliai  lli"  |'iil>ll<-  i'4n>. 


ii;;i>..i;;i«:i;„:v.:u.;;..:tv;rii 

pur|..< 

WSHH't 

ri-,«» 

luUu'I^ilTiiiim'."</tl»<"F.-[.'i'ii 

u'.  ■:.' 

l«*-(i.nr,.rflhrr„l,nlOHl.ril 

'i'Hiiil 

or  Uil'  Kaiioi  n.i.'Il'uil  :!  >»  d. 

Indhi.lunl.  ap  lai^l.l  all  -l-^iK'.  n 

l'i'Hi 

artI,al^.n...at|.,ur.*,jH.al.l.;l 

T.« '    1  T 

vt  that  iiilin-  rr«.UIritl.ai  b.  th 

ri^luTliK  l'<iiiu|i(.ni  r<ni»utl<.i. 

'>;r 

plBi  fur  LI  nb  hanllr  be  auppoaeil  lliat  t« 
laflalaliira  ■Impnaaptacl  Iha  popular  wUL" 


ro-tbtrda  of  Ika 


"Wall,  air,  In 
(hat  (fmffreu  b 


u  (rf  Uaijlaud,  bi  tha  Uaow  of  Itef« 
n  U  Ibe  adaiiailon  of  a  atala  Ibis  Iha 


r.^.'TS 


l^ailfrf  JbbK.    It  diiia  nut  hi  lint  Iba  t'aOnl  dhifai  ak«a 
idmll  »■  atalaa  lato  Iba  tiitiHi.  anil  tha  Omigmt  *al] 

hat  l\miptn  ihall  admit  naif  atatra.  and  the  I'ttOra  mtK 
ihaU  itiiaraaty  to  Iba  atalearvpublkaB  fonaa  nf  fprgraBiBL 


It  that  Ibe  Dulled  H 


a  Unlaa  or  m.   Wbani 


of  that  AnD,  1<«-auaa  ibe  a^a 


IlilH  urnlur  Ihe  rbatt 

all  hiTprWbiUlnp  in  ina^  CLtDVvqtJtfh  w  ina  Ur^blatna 
AwanUj."  ^ 

"^lairrj.  fai  nthrr  nnUHnllnua  anil  In  k-xblatlre  rurl- 
ni'Dta.  may  batv  br* n  tvn  vuln'd  aa  an  eihiine  laiUiuti*: 
but  nrnt  IpfKik.  tu  nj  liiiu>lrd.i>>.  haa  tha  alb-aii.i  Uan 
Biiilr.  lu  npiwa  lam*  In  a  ■rllln  enmrtllBti'ji.  In  pK 
|ipi|vrif  In  man  apiv  thi-aaur  vMund  of  natural  ridlai 
Ihal  bjr  wldch  other  pmpntr  la  brU.    Mr.  tbb  JucltlH  ll 

Km  Iha  pnwrraa;  pbibntlirApi.  dvllliallitii.  and  aplril  if 
<  mf  In  whirh  >a  llta.  It  i<  a  nant-m  d..|»irtarv  bam 
Iha rarlr lilthof  Iha bth't* uf  tin. npubli,' mi  ikr via ril-* 
LiT  alaTair.  and  wUt  V  a  atl>;ua  and  a  r^piai-h  upun  [ha 
nnuitiy  ia  all  nmiiiiK  thEr." 

ll'in.  Cntatn  K.  tiiruir.  ot  Uii-hi.-aii.  In  th-  S*nVf.  Vr 
■mlirr  -JM.  lUT. 


whn«.  „r  In  part,  Hi  IIii-  r-iiple  V  nllDraliMn.    TIh-  lall  '  m-.^  u   I  hAf  (ilnL 

tnXan.  auliuitlr.1  aa^  iflrt  iiT  it  !■■  H-  Menhir  '\-r.  Tlv  1a1l.l'  an,!'  aU  tb'a  Mil  -pilas  .a'aVa. 
paiiilp,  lhr>iiafa  Orlr  li'jbaitiirr.  ha.1.  bi  Ih,-  nant-alHin  liunl*  nHHaarr  tn  1h^lru«-.  I  iImII 
•rt.apHftviii^iiBhaia  mguind  th*  coDMbuLhai  lo  be.  Iianidarln  and  •■•'  wli,.tfarr  uiy.M 
aatBtllnl,  and  tb>  au  vaa,  aa  we  km  alrwl)  •biiru. ;  ITbIi>4  hUlra.  I  haie  lu.!  prr^u^ 
Trtoad  hy  UoTaraorlrafr.  haaaiiae  it  did  Kit  ii>atatn  a  pro- 1  Nnnhir  of  nnra  vhMi  an  aireHHt 
tUob  S>t  lla  aubmlaateo  to  *.Bb  faopla.    Iha  act  vaa  paMd  [  sutreDlkn  vUl  n^uin  iia  hi  (li*. 


a  llnir  llwHi  M  aiarh  •rh-d  imtA  a* 
Iriiallvanllnkw-vlheHMn.  MM* 
>  uiia-h  had  In  aUtlt.  »>t  nllnad  pb> 


layoMi  kfU 


\m  IWLMUUIhMMlt*— 


xasA 


I  wkM  •hoiil*  U  ■Miifcl  in  rtii^i  ■ 

■  »^l^»«laCth»no»»«.jSf  igriPilitM 
■u . —^  — ■ ■     ■    ■  ii  rf  laiiilMi  III 


hwkmHiMdiBitotil]  ofilikta.    II  dxdm 'lli^ 

MBUmI  roiw  binlmat  la  Um  an»l«,  msd  lU  bit  aorcn- 

'  nnrt>  in  Ibondafl  on  I1u4r  ntliarttr>  and  IndUnHi]  ■» 

banut  jiiMJ  iiiLlnfnullila  rithi  m  ■<!>(.  nfiirm,  or  ■boM 

er  wlikh  I  ha't  Bill  Uut  thfr  itiBiilil  b*  clcmir  Illfk 

l^ijiluflwiitjroroiir  Ibnsor  goitrmwnt.    ItUIti 

■two  nvni>uiaLlT>udr>pDUinnBi>n'rnueiil«*n  • 
tt«  rtidit  Ij  iMnlliil  to  Mlf  gmBraiMnl;  uillwbU*  I 
dipTKaL*  ■  lAO  rnqDflit  rwcTt  to  It*  nartUt,  vid '     ..  _ 

n  t>  nut  MbWhM  nnt  In  ImporUiica.  lod  It  U  tnttor  t£>l 
ttili''C<M1~-(u1iJaclu  ibuMlliuIoiluitLUtini.    Thitililil 

or  tu>t^'n<l<""r  >  nanunt.  ""iTu  «ii  l»  'oinuHlad  (br  ■ 

ID4  it'iiiIl:  t>A  pur^tDHl  BUd  Ibrnui  or  tforttfnmimt  L( 

laiMUlJicta  »lUi.  Hia  bBI  of  itghta.  It  miul  U  thi 
•  tral^Md  lu  lu  tsparior  authiitlijr.    TUa  b  «•  of 

-_»_i — I  — A n^  flubU  of  tbi  pn|)L«.  nol  dtl«|ji 

'>pl#,  niilUivr  turmadBrpd  aw  mitpi 


J . ion  inlhorllj.Trat  m 

AiH  iiiinii  thri  UA  Mlniiiil  liHir  to  iha  pnnHkiii  Ir 
n^U  to  ulntaln,  ilDM  Ml  ■»/ ln«lo(M(  rliEu  of  dU 
HB%  and  tnu  of  IIMi*  dHBHlTe^  deptnd  npfa  It*  bb 
■Kttimr  and  lu  *Moa. 
£D  TOO  tall  ■»  Uwt  Ob  •■■•■  iditH  vlll  not  trqufw*.  bnt 


qak«M  1b  ■  dscldoalbMitaill  not  onl;  1»  uajDR,  but  fniiA 
u*BL  Tn&lli*f  wmDOtSKam  tba  npuMkc  Ttarj  hn* 
■7  ■nd  diBill*  iwiBdr,  nusalj,  to  telle  Oi*  gnTin- 
ott  at  sBjort  and  BDMihral  hinda.  uid  mminlt ' 


•(•DilHtikh  tbt  nbonltuw  Uw,' 


w  Tork,  Id  tlio  fistula  Sduoli 
tta  mttRidid  thiwlln  poll^ 


:.  >1«rif  dtnUtorudilniHKtHnnoaiilvn  inSc 
B  MaMMb  Ik*  (xtalBa  If  Jta  ukaMkB  lutw—  n 

J—wartWly  md  ihih»M1t  wMh  »  immti,  irHfc  W»  ew- 
■jIHb  rHiiuktl>nTlva*<>*m«iltatHA«lTwMBU 
r^AmdNBlMtbaH^' IwfllBMdwtataaUMrtr    * 


■MkMUlal  feAnl  OBtaB 


lb(flk>ftMitM«,tk 


a  <r  npanllBii  Mr  thi  iBbaliAia  of  ■;  sptakna  ta  np«d 

u«>  te  kMBMT  Im  vttH  llwl  qHMBn  maitt  la  M  <h 

MlHd  aad  atUid.    I  tlilak.  *ltb  Bnat  Mhh*  IB  _. 

tadamal  nr  nrbnn  Ihit  Tbi  i¥ii<kiit.  piairifnl.  ani  ilrtl 

H  K.  I*  u  irnm  ttw  aaliiliv  psUn  <rb- 

-  ■ DrMdditaaMMril " 


kvlHla  rMoiatki  Xlnnl  pmUUIhiB  af  linn  |q 
SaHaa  and  Halnrta.  Thaca  wai  MM  la  to  MlgMi 
'^MbnaltateUUIIIiUcnat  SlMM  (f^iamna 
-  ■■fciwfcd.      It  la  traa  Aal  lb«  mn  >ifM  f^^- 

'  iMaaaiWaal4Mli<daf*n,»Ddltainti*«M*VR 

•■-— iillil  ia»B«tb«  ankianlMMl  tvarnqoodlK 
' la l£aid>tetii.  Bat wWwiaCUianivlBitllaMftrbat 
^iMMal  Vbat  aaiw  ttaa  Annlfu  ^aeplt  to  dlSbi  bam 
^M  *aMr  BHIrai^  bat  tbla-tbal  wMl*  anasf  Ibaa  ponr 
"fclaaia  altaM,  bwa  all  pabHt  nanUoimra  ntarai  Id 
■■ttlak.  ftaa  dahlia  id  Oaowrm.  Do  tm  Ml  aa  Oat  Ok 
-«^aM  OoDrt  If  Iba  CaKad  Btala*  (m  rtBinad  th*  tea- 
-'«Aaia(ltel|ivlrMrttt  I rHlf.  Ibat tbqr  tara dBBa 
'^■•Mab  IMif;  niqreaaUDBtdDfi  tbty  hata  TwaanflaJ 
s«i  aan  aaa  Dnd  fcHt  to  tba  sdnadT  of  Ui  mmm. 
rHklhal  daoaa  •*  tHTaiwtklDC  baia,  at  Iwl  MUac 
~9,\otn.  (Mali  tba ailMtcflbaJadiBaDlnaMrri, 
-  ilsraBTliidimaBt  tbar  oalilnBdar.  ilMar 
— *  "-IfcaTdi^D  ta  nbia^  Id  Xaiwa.   Id 


.    Laltka 


IT  the  ftva  iUl«  vl 


W  ttOM  wtakb  (Tin  b*  Jut  and  blthful.  Tbg;  ua  rwljr 
todoOkDow.  TWvt  BDlyi little  Bwra  hamuanot 
nrpan  aDd  ■  Ultla  awia  eoBBlat«uaii  nf  organliadnD. 
naHaHltMidllMitioalrlbeleait  addlt)«D  to  lb*  |>fi» 

f  ttanrr  apoa  ttwi.      Too  an  IndlBR  aU  (bat  It 

UI.  iDJ  Biin  BCaa,  Id  Ibli  nrr  ut.  Bat  wlU  lb* 
lUlMHltnUt  Wfaft  Bhuh  Qirr  baTo  Inn  at  lut 
«  tliat  ttaar  BDOld  Dot  wiD,  DbvlaelT  pnrokrd.  ftiagfat 
ill  llii  uliuitaca*  otMratan  aDdlnloniDllDD,  aad 
Md  choKD  brtbenlH*.    What woDld  tlH>ffalBl 

,  " iQ  edopt  ulaTtrj  axalDit  bar  vlll  F 

-  — --10  11,1?  iK7ainlJ  I   Waa 


WDuldUbenuoiiablaor  iDKliodo 
D^ro  HTiUude  iTardwodbr  lb*  n 
iDbfrilxl  tbe  blood  irbkh  ejnulilei  lu  l 


sr  ><ii  B*t 


..  _  ^.  , „ Uow-WBuld  IhejlBt 

?lr  diuilUloil,  br  drmiruif  dovn  m  mrtaln  ralD  DpOD 
■11  Would  UMTialDaPi  new  lecnrtlTftirriiTint 


II  Id  inch  nuircaB- 


■*  Ur.  Ctialrman.  I  dull  Diake  nn  Innei  tbr  tbt  peo^t  of 
BU nateorilkKtrLrt laocUnslhlBADlijrct.  I  flull  utiJn-taka 
to  pledgr  Ib.in  ( .'  no  name  of  conduct.  Ml»li>lppl.  In  lUl, 

aftar3»l< <  il.ic,  allbouEh  not  Htliflcd  >flh  >  e«rtnor 

aetacalir-J  IN"  iiTiipfi>inUe,y*liibf  would  kpiuIi^ptbId  (boni, 
laaolvrd  IbiL  n  ^loUtloD  of  the  rlicbl*  of  tJie  people  of  tb* 

oppneFlnnT  »iiii  *<ODWJUrtlfT  ■  r*«rlf)  nn-i^urctof  ruSiV 
aDC«i'  aaoiiM  wliliJi  vaa  dfifgDAlei]  tbe  rojlovlng: 

"■Tbartftil*l  bf  CongTW  lo  vlmlt  entw  itnlF  Into  Iba 
UnlaDon  tbii  groaBdofber  toIeretlnEilATprir  lu  h^^rllmlu.' 

"Tbe  cDDv»i)U«  wbkfa  »ivd  t)il>  WBlotlen  via  nnt 
aamaoieil  of  FtivBalait,  ai  the  BU(«KrUMi>  men  of  Nliili- 
■M  an  nIM ;  bat  at  Oalon  wn.  who  hioli  nnon  tbuu- 

DnL    TbUr  |K>-llklDa  were  Ukrn  I'V  lbs  prople  in  do  apMt 


ilr  Tifrll 


■heodMl 


Bda  a  fclDl  lo  tbit  dliHllon  or  'Iml 
plaaaaat  joDiDuafrbead;  tb*  Fmith 
HlgM,  Br  deeelTtd  aDjF  tnniiFT  by  yciur  mnn-m-'iiU. 
n^  DBd  HlFflnftlnit.  iha  b  nUhlue  your  inanvi 
■oplBf  tv  tba  beet,  jat  prtparrd  Ihr  tbe  m^rvt.  Koa  hi« 
b*  ■■oerlral  MitBftll  baf  deparlol.  and  lh>  •limg'ii  of 
ntadale  oolr  nnwln*  to  protect  ber  fcoin  IMrnil  enTta- 
*B,  wbenci'rr  ibh  barrier  b  brokea  dcwD,  and  >bi-li  left 

^barrlgbUindbMboDBrwUl'berDlWTSdlnlMl.  Ttl! 
ma  Bot  that  etrrvth  Haa  aloDe  Ib  BDioUrt.    A  hbm  af 
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''Oaoigla,  lij  eonrvntloiit  <ni  tht  88d  of  Xiy,  1708^ 

"  AlabMDA,  in  1810^  bj  ennT«nttuB  ander  an^iUnff  Mi. 
(8m  Code  of  AUbuna,  pag*  ao,  MetloD  5,  pi^e  28.) 

**  MiMlnlppi.  by  coaTentUm,  In  1817 ;  and  rerlMd  In  like 
■uraner  in  1833. 

**  TsnnMwe.  by  eonTration,  In  1830. 

**  Kentocky,  by  conTcntinn,  In  1799. 

**  ArlianMS,  by  coDTcntton,  wUhoat  enabling  act  (See 
Uevieed  :«tatat«e  of  ArkanMa,  paffet  17-18.) 

**  3il«ouri,  by  oonTentlon,  in  1820;  and  not  submitted  to 
tbt  people. 

**  llllnoti.  by  conTention.  In  1818;  alio  appean  not  to  have 
baen  lubmltted  to  tb*  people. 

"  The  following  were  compplled  br  etatate  to  Rnhmtt  the 
eonstitutlODii  framed  by  the  uoDTentlona  to  the  puople : 

"New  York,  conttitation  adopted  In  1846.  (SoeUon  9, 
Aot  of  1816.  providing  fur  the  convention,  required  Its  ratifl- 
ation  by  the  people.) 

**  New  Jerwy.  Act  of  1844.  appnired  Vebmary  23.  Section 
9  required  ltd  ^ubmlAMlon  to  the  people.  It  was  oubmitted 
and  ratlOed  in  1844. 

**  Maryiaud,  formed  In  1851,  and  ratified  by  the  people,  In 
Moofdance  with  preTlooii  act  of  legislature.  (Sue  Act  of 
1848.  chapter  346,  section  8  ) 

•^Vlndnla,  liMrmed  in  1851.  Act  March  18, 1861,  required 
Its  ratification  by  the  people. 

**  Indiana,  fimued  In  1S61,  ratlfl«>il  by  the  people,  as  re- 
quired  by  the  law  authorising  the  cnnventlon.  (.*>ee  Ant  of 
1860,  appntTHl  .lanuarv  IK,  M^'tlonH  14  and  16.)  The  iHH-tion 
relative  to  the  exclusion  aud  CDionixatlon  of  netEpMi*  was 
submitted  a«  a  distinct  propo«ltioD.  (iSve  Kevlsed  ;>tatates, 
Tolume  1,  pnffH  Ti.) 

■*  WiwMiiiNiu.  1848.  Pertion  9  of  srhrdulo  requinnl  Its 
ratification  by  the  people.  (ReTliK>d  iSUtutes,  184V.)  In 
April,  1847,  thi*  constitution  wnn  defi-Ated  by  ovf>r  N'ven 
thousand  msjonty.  (Mles's  K^ntcr.  vniume  72,  page  114} 
A  new  ronRtitution  was  then  formed,  aud  tbo  Mtato  admitted 
under  it  May  '.%  184 ». 

**Iowa.  fi)rmKl  In  1846.  Previous  laws  of  June  10. 1S4.'» 
(over  the  veto  of  the  governor),  and  of  January  17, 1846,  re- 
quired ratification  by  the  pi>nple. 

^'Ohlo,  the  first  eouHtitutiun.  foimed  under  an  enabling 
act  of  OnntrreMU  atlopte*!  'J9th  i.>ctohi%r.  1NU2,  viii  not  sub 
mttted  to  the  people*,  tliat  of  the  Ii»tii  Mnrch,  1S67,  was  iiub- 
nlttf'd  to  the  people  and  approved  by  them. 

**  LouUiaua,  formed  IHo'i.  The  constitution  wax,  by  pre* 
tIous  eniictment,  required  to  be  vubmitled,  snd  was  rutifusd 
by  the  ^M'ople. 

»*Mlrhi.;an,  fnrmi>d  1^50.  A^-t  of  Mnn-b  0,  IS.'.O.  rc«iair>Hl 
It  to  l>e  Kubmltteil  to  the  (M.'i>ple.  (.See  Luw.s  uf  1^.'»U,  Su.  TS 
section  6.  patrc  M.) 

"M.'iine.  formetl  in  1S19.  by  mnvfution  (Ifli'kfy*K  Oonsfi- 
tntion.  page  43L'j ;  amcndiiifUt^  Nubuiittcil  to  tin*  p>N)i>U'  IS34. 
1837,  l>«Ji. 

•*  .Now  llampjihiro.  fi»rrao«l  1792.  (.Seo  rompili-*!  Statute*. 
pa^cn  15  )  AppniVtMl  by  thi*  twvthiril  votf  uf  thi'  p<xi]iU',  and 
astablii>lied  by  nmvontinn  rn'pti'nilMT  h,  171*2. 

*'  Khode  Irtiand,  firmi'd  IS4'J.  Katifii'd  hy  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  puriEUHn<N>  of  ai-t  ot  tlif  leciKlHl  urn. 

**  Ma:ii<A(*huvtt8  riniii-d  17v.).  CiniVfution  ailjournod  till 
eonstitution  was  r»t.ifi*'<l  bv  twivtliir>i  vo;i>. 

"Texax.  furuie-i  IM.'i.  iiubuiitt<.-d  to  and  ratifltHl  by  the 
people. 

*<The  ronMtitutlonit  of  the  fullowin^;  nt.itos  wnv  su1imitt«Hl 
by  eonvontioim  to  tb"  iit^tpli*,  without  tlit-ir  bt-ing  nijtiired 
by  law  to  du  ».) : 

*•  Florida,  f.irmp.1  in  1S3<1.  Territorial  art  of  183S  (s«'e  Act 
of  183H,  pit(re  h)  did  not  rf«iuire  the  rntiflvation  of  the  con- 
stitution by  the  peop'u.  There  wiut  n<i  Authority  of  OongreM. 
The  convention  {inf  Diireht  of  i^WK  of  Florida.  |iage  9j  re- 
quired rati(icnli<in  by  *>:«•  'Msiple. 

"California,  forini'il  in  )M*J.  (^)nvention  miuired  the 
ratification  of  tJip  conslitu(i>tp  by  th<-  pt^iple.  There  wan  no 
authority  of  (T^inccri'SH  or  li'icishitiw  net  lu  fmme  .n  coUKtitu- 
tion.  (NM  Statntes  of  Californiit.  pa:;e  24.  nertions  5.  6, 
and  7.)" 

Hon.  Cti»nor  B.  Tomi'KIN*  of  Ohiis  in  the  Ilonse  of  Repre- 
sentati\e«*,  February  \sxh,  XSCt^, 

**  I  have  Nii>l  there  Im  now  to  Ik*  ii  ri^ntejit  between  freedom 
and  slavery:  and  I  sni  prou  I  V^  suy  tb.it  the  pvat  HepuMi- 
mn   imrty  of  thi*  roiintry,  of  whii*b   I  am  but  an  ImniMe 
memK-r.  (itHn<jls  f'-r'li  no  the  ■■hanipinn  of  rrtHiinni  and  the  • 
riirhts  of  innn.     I   will  miv  ivw.  ilmt  1  rlaiin  no  ri.'lit  to  [ 
\uV^rl''T*'  wlih  slavery  in  th"  fclat-K  wlnr"  it  «>\i'>!ii:  ni'ilh<>r  i 
do«-s  the  Ui>|<nblirnn  pirty,  ii-<  .-t  l^xly.  <l:iiMi  nny  Korh  ri.:ht 
I  do  not  deoiro  to  iiiterfxn-  with  it  in  the  stau-^.     Mnt  1  i 
avow  tliiit  I  b:ive  B  ]i>.r:il.  contct itutii-nui  ri^ht  to  rcnist  the  i 
^aU'tt'-itiU  of  slavvry  iot^i  any  fni«  t-Tritory  lH-l'in;;iii;;  nnw 
to  thin  goverameut;  and  no  mrtlily  |Kiwer  in  exifHemv  mu 
deprive  me  of  it    1  have  ainady  -;iid  that  I  um  freti  trum 


an  BatiMial  obUfattooi  to  vote  iir  tbe 
Into  any  of  the  territories  bakmgiiig  to  this  aumamean 
and  I  wlU  TMslst  its  extension  whenever  and  whec«v«  1 
chooM  to  do  SOL  This  Is  the  doctrina,  1  beUava,  thai  «■ 
Inaugurated  three  years  ago,  and  is  now  cvotonded  fbc  bf  a 
verv  Isrge  majority  of  anti-slavery  men  Id  this  eaanliy.  I 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that  tberw  really  an 
but  two  partius  In  this  country.  Them  Is  the  alavrry  yailtf 
and  the  anti-slavery  party.  There  nally  U  no  m»iM«mai 
party.  There  Is  a  party  that,  out  of  peraonal  rtTipect  and 
courtesy,  we  call  the  Dem'jcnilic  party.  But  It  this  day  ksi 
no  separate  and  dlidinct  ealstence.  It  has  been  swallewad 
up,  utterly  absorbed,  by  the  slavery  party.  I  do  not  mj 
this  by  way  of  Insult,  or  to  make  myasif  offensive  lo  aaj 
one.  Uit  1  ssy  it  becnuKe  truth  aud  candor  rvqnlra  Uf- 
becauMe  thing*  that  are  tnuiKpirlnK  evi>rj  day  batee  aaf 
eyes  carry  tlii.<«  conviction  borne  to  the  heart." 

lion.  RonEKT  P.  Tnim  of  Georgia,  in  tbe  Ilovaa  of 
arntatives  March  31st,  IH&N. 

**  Mr.  Chairman.  If  Kansas  Is  admitted  ander  this 
tution,  and  there  be  thi«  gn'at  overwhelming  majority  cC 
three  to  one,  what  great  liarin  can  prai>tlrBl!y  entoe  t  Sort 
especLiIly  Is  this  question  pertinent  wh«^  that  m^Jortfy  bM 
the  whole  machinery  of  the  state  gnvemment.  I  know  Ihf 
reply  Is  maile  to  tlii«  that  the  Lemmpton  vonstitutioB  docf 
not  provide  for  any  chan^-  until  ISt'4;  and  that  It  la  oafy  a 
revolutionary  rii;ht  which  the  }ienplr  have  to  rhan,2v  that 
constitution  liefore  that  tlinn.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Chalnun, 
a«sume  anv  A>rmal  poidtiou  now  on  that  qoestlon,  aa  fbi 
brief  timH  \  have  doe*  not  allow  me  rither  fully  to  stab'  it 
or  to  fortify  it.  I  cannot  ennrur  in  what  the  l*re#id*nt  kai 
said  on  thiR  fiolnt;  but  prarticaliy  as  applicable  to  thi«  eaai^ 
1  will  My  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Iie<ttmptnn  r«^ns!lff» 
tlon  that  in  term  a  prohibits  any  change  before  1864.  Aad 
if  the  majority  in  Kaunas  in  favor  iif  a  change  Is  »9  greal. 
iH-ing  ten  thousand  out  of  tbirtei'n  thouiand  three  bnndnd, 
and  that  mnjorlty  haft  now  the  whole  goreranent.  no  c« 
ran  doubt  wluit  the  rpsult  will  bo.  With  all  ofllrial  yowv. 
and  that  |M>wer  willing;  with  snch  numerical  i>o«er.  asl 
that  power  anxious;  no  government  on  earth  ever  dM  er 
could  stand  six.  ur  five,  or  four  yenrt  against  it.  If  It  to 
p'vidutionary  it  would  of  course  be  a  peaceable  i«vr4otina, 
for  one  g(ivemm<>nt  w<iuM  simply  abilirate  In  &v(«r  of  the 
other :  and  th.tt  other  sufttaini-d  by  three  to  one  of  th»  pesfle. 
\l'hst  I  mean  la.  that  It  would,  all  this  being  troe.  obey  tht 
greiit  law  of  human  nature,  anil  ebanpe  Itstdf  I  spask  '*t 
what.  In  all  prolmbility.  would  \f  the  practical  end  of  tha 
whole  nintter.  and  not  of  miiKtitutional  ri-.:ht:  nor  do  T 
N-lieve  it  to  \h*  competent  fur  Cou^n-M  in  this  bill  In  jasf 
upon  that  iiufstion." 

Hon.  W.  L.  rxDERwnon.  of  Kentucky,  in  the  Ilonw  rf 
Keprewntative^.  Mar-h  3"Ub.  l-.'iH. 

'-Your  I're^iiient.  nir.  had.  in  a  laUir^l  arzuci.'Ot.  in  his 
KHnKi»>  nievMHiCe,  announi^d  tlm  divtrine  that  *  a  nu«ji>riiy 
ran  make  nnd  unmake  oonhtitntii-n^  at  ple;i«urH.'  It  ^■•uU 
lie  alrfiunl  to  say  they  t:an  iminfu*  fi'tlen  upun  thiir  u«0 
{MiHi-r  whieh  th'-y  ennnot  afterward^  reiuov*-.  ♦••!(, 
tberi'f  >re,  the  i>roTiiiIiin  ebnnkiin-^  the  Kauj<M4  cnnstitutka 
after  the  year  lh''4  rould,  by  pnwiliiiity.  !■•  cunstniid  intn  a 
pndiibition  to  make  siii'h  a  •.-hani!^.*  fm-vious  tu  that  twri  i^ 
thin  prohjhiti'in  wnuld  i><>  wholly  nnav:iilinK.  Thi*  UvfrW^ 
ture  ain'ady  ehvteil  may.  at  itf<  vtrry  tir-t  iti«i}.ion.  tkubra::  tL« 
iiueflion  t^i  a  vote  of  tlu'  p«-<<plu,  nhetlivr  they  wUlor  aill 
not  have  a  r«  in  vent  ion  to  nnim-l  th'-ir  roa'*titati'iB  ard 
aiiopt  all  nere^iifiry  ni^-aiit  for  iclvinj;  elft^t  to  the  p^niar 
will.*  it  wa«  netvHcary.  thfn'ft>re.  t"  insert  tite**  pr\jtl<«>B« 
in  the  bill:  hut  l<>iit  an  oiitniinkMU  expreiuinn  ot  them  »bi>ib4 
justly  ofTend  the  pnhiic  i-ar.  and  justly  nlurm  (he  artlU-l  and 
con^e^vlltive  elemenlc  of  iKM-iety.  they  bnre  b«K>n  coui'b»d  la 
tbtfroVfft  and  anil li.' linn' vhruK'qnoteil  in  llie  law.  Rut  ihry 
will  not  the  leiw  of>ntiiieiitIy  i>«>  api-eahii  to  as  the  exf  rv-k>a 
of  the  U-.;al  right,  in  the  aUdititm  |><>r;i>>n  uf  the  pi«  p'l-  ,>f 
Kannas,  tu  aUdlKh  the  few  rcoinantri  <-f  ulavory  that  ^x\K  m 
that  lievott'd  territory  un  th*>  instant,  pbxuiii  Kan»ap  le 
adniittiHl  under  the  I.*<v>m]it4m  i-oiiolitnlioii.  And  tb«a  eiU 
iiiniH.  sir.  in  the  event  KansHH  I*  thu«  admitted  \ntt*  th» 
I'nion  with  her  !<«:(■•  imiiti'n  ronolitiitiKn,  under  the  pn-^t' 
i>ion<  of  thiit  net  of  adniih*ion,  one  u|  ih>iM«  ptruexb^  w««k 
stmI  tW'ble  |ii'rha|ts  it  may  be.  nmipan^i  with  iithfr«  whi^h  1 
yet  contemplate  in  her  evriilfnl  hi-t><ry,  a  ptru^vle  in  wbirh 
her  I'eure  Ui  ly  lie  M>riNn9>ly  ji-o|».n!di-.l.  and  the  rights  cf  the 
flavrlioMpr— ri;rhta  wbiih  I  W-\  it  uiy  duly  lirnc  fo  fr* 
Hiirn.  if  1  cannot  forearm — will  in>-riiA>':y  !«•  AiirriaieJ- 
.\<v<inlink;  to  the  pri.:rdmme  thui*  i^ucceof  - 1  hy  i}%^  t'reie- 
di'iit.  nnd  M^n'.r*(-ant]v  and  olnu-iniiu-iy  intima'bxl  to  Ka» 
fiiiM  by  the  Si  nate  bill,  a  new  o>ni>titutiii:i  wiii  be  ad.^plMl 
prior  to  iSfil.  in  di»rf,Mrd  if  tin  I<i'<-«>iupl>in  muvtitaUi^ 
It  \iil1  ulMili«li  *U%ery:  the  f-lati'lu-ldtini  in  Kj»uha»  aiU 
ii<i}M-vt  their  n/ht>!  under  the  !.<>n>nipt>.in  •vn^tiruti'-n.  wrocii^ 
fuily  o\erlurneti.  In  vi<datl<in  of  the  protiMnns  Cr  i<s  own 
amnn«lment;  and  I  dn  not  Lenitate  t<>  divlare  my  opiuloa 
tlMt  there  is  not  au  eulightenvd  Jurist  in  Anartca  tst  will 
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bavB  bMn  Id  Di«  &Bdt  nf  thM*  l!«cnAptAn  omfvntttmiilf; 
lit  «pln  Ino  l(  tlM  tbaf  IWTC  OBdwtakn  B  kini  wiKfc  OwB 
fhH  «o  utoiB^Ui.  In  tt*  *M  jft*.  &»  bM  aolr 
nad«r4*l»  u  rlobta  tki  Makla  oT  Um  wfl*  ef  Ku«f  ud' 
pdt  Ibni  nnov  Ibrfr  M;  but.  U  &•  bbI  Bbia,  Act 
oMnUtu  to  MM  Obuim  bta  ■  tvpils  Ital  ii  moa- 
MtmtTi  luiDHMMt.  Iriek  tbado^.MltanMlH- 
mnlM  •>m*.iifiM|MBlD|niMttk*pHipl*iirKH«u 

ift  a<i  onjnrnM arMk  Ttfak M  kBiHika  dmror' 

Omgna  Id  irnMl  tb*  KAft  Of  Hi*  UnHul  Uatm.  Onii-, 
^flHHlll  1w  lltaiiultalaHabH  biH  Htanl  irllb  llw 
B«w  tthita.  la  (MM«  •(  lua  *r  tdaniliaa]  ud  latMad 
tmpmenmt  pnrMiai  bat  H  KOI  adi  adall.  It  nmr  ■■■ 
itdAlt,  Ibit  lonAi  v^A  bilonf  to  Um  TiBltHi  Steta,  vUah 
llhaaimiiinDftiHHHVHuqiilndb}-'--- "— * 


m  Hw—i  IMM*  tt  W—  Tork,lBtbi  Ibtcua  of  B^rt- 


ilMM  IpW  had  H  ot^Htliiii  to  Ibt  cauUtutlat 
|H  tmSimr  ttooMi  ud  I  OwUenn  lb*  Hnol 
•b^Mi Ivvllt  snt  ■  ilnil*  cMnttmtoli 
tot  tato  «  oTilaniT,  wUeh  fi,  In  tiMlr  aplBloi 
AlMteMUK.  Iltonnllka  nM  of  ow  lUto  nudta 
Wngii.tinl  htqit  to  a>»  bit  af  lb— ■    Tin  im^liii  ii 

^&°tbhMiDt.l  "*       "^ 

k<  M&^lH  of  Ji 
mdn  Ih^lWABi 
I'Mplhi  aaMttBlba  Mi«  Or  mm^Oipmltltii 
<MNl%r<rr    nwHcMHUiofiUniTni  tbc^drqa* 

= '■'-'■  "~  twpK  mn  dliliM,  imd  Uw  *oto  fer 

-Ih!mN*  Anndli  to  OonnMeotf 

MMtoo  Ulrti-fMrtli  Ooa(i««  pv*  lOJ 
«ft  «Mn  fto*  «•  «Mwt  tbrt  ib*  kiMUb  antl*- 
iiaTiin     iTriTiiiii   i|-iiiiBiiri        iii 

*l»OTarp>«tiftt.totb*p«ilh  HiMrtbanbdlmd 
■Mv»S(a>«tlM,nd  Uwt  tbiv  VIM  bnnd  IbE 

K     lB-«l>IIW>WM<r>Ul  lhlbsKinWB|MtlNMB.l 


4bi:1bUi  TlTUB  of  lAtaUUoi,  Id  lbiHoa«tf  1 
.l|lil>HI,liuA»h.UW. 

•«««•■  *!■  fh*  loMt «( InnbKT.  bM  I  vfll  *< 

^1'tMl»il  !■  BJ  Hj.   I  •       T   I  Turn  il  III! 


ib*iWttoHOi>T« 


t  will  ban  bKflinn  ll»  ntttad  pnUo; 
^kdflc  ilopv  to  nfuH  to  fwnnlt  tb* 

(drpollUr*]  f>orlctv:  (o  deny  to  IhiBI 

_„ ,  Df  tli>  poimnl  nrivlliiH  or  inmiut- 

—  -—-■ UcttlHiii(tfUHnDlt>d6b>l«>.    Thanwlllb* 

vU,  la  (U  UlraUhonI,  U  nUwOxl  to  On  amntlon  al  tb* 
mmi  m^  of  tan  tUA  Xonlud  hu  wMbllihed  In  tb* 
HaoiiUM  iBd  Tilnidaa  t^  Ou  Vttt  Itidlii  lilsndi,  ud 
I^Mi  Fnm  1*  MUai  to  tnUblinfa  •rirr^bu^ 
■WlBtklhitcmdHloaorxxlatrt    Tb*  mitloa  oT  tb* 

ariDferi*fJQ;l(baB*i?n«iU*«>;ltlie<igDftwu>'>1ii<>F.iT. 
Bat  wbklant  It  mii  b*,  ud  bowanr  phUulbropIc  Knr 
Ind  md  iDprrlil  riun  bijf  apaUal*  ajan  Itn  cItU 
■dnntiit**  iBd  inonl  bauthi  u  mnlniwd  wLtta  >l»erTj 
on*  thlBt  I*  ctrttin :  th*  e*opl*  siooiig  vtaom  Hpil*u  vUl 
taix  w  irapalJiT  with  iW  ftolliiK  whtdi  hu  JiapliiTttl 
IKilflDiuarimiioiuDftbaNortb.  It  will  bg  found  tbit 
auitu  tbflfln  MDpJfl  ■  hpw  iplTltvlll  be  born.  And  tb*A 
■plrlt.  rir,  will  b*  DonrlobHl  bj  Ul*  ItraunDof  •mlinttOB 


11*  nmnilta,  nnd  II*  m 


CoontetlDiit,  l«M,  pi 

--xiviaivHn,  bf  CD11T«nOD,  Iq  1 
B*«4a;  UKlBaTiM 
'•hDnailTuU.b] 


llDllnnJulTt.nBS.  InosB- 

a.    (S»  Cnmnllatlan 
39>BdlS.) 

.  (3«  Act*  of  im. 


"SOOtb  C»B>lilul,  in  lieO,  bjr  CO 


I*  lo  ba  nlllM  by  iho  ivapie.    (B** 
0^  hrr  Dnoelit  conllltutioo  la  IITI!^ 


land*.    lnid«lt 
ll«  land!  Id  the  i 


It  of  tb*  fnxvtdi  or  thi  i*l«  of  Oh  fni^ 
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**  ^Tli«  rigbt  of  prapnij  li  before  and  higher  tban  any  eon- 
fltttiiUonal  Mnctloiif  and  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  flare  to 
•udi  alaTtt  and  It*  Inereaw  is  the  mnv.  and  an  Inviolable  as 
the  right  of  the  owner  of  anj  property  whaterer.' 

**  llere  In  a  declaration  that  the  ConKrew  of  tht*  Cnlted 
States  la  called  upon  tn  endone  by  Toting  In  KauHa*  an  a 
•tate.  an  in  unw  proponed,  under  the  Lerumpton  eon<ititutkvn. 
that  property  In  Hlavet  la  higher  than  any  conmltutionHl 
■anetlon;  and  every  Senator  or  Kepreaentatlvc  who  votHi  for 
Kanaan  with  thU  ronRtitution.  muRt  be  held  an  admit  ting 
that  there  It  notJiing  in  that  conslltution  Inconipatlhln  with 
the  proper  inittitutionii  and  junt  policy  of  a  Mate.  Thin  pn>- 
▼Ision.  it  muKt  b**  perceived.  I*  fundamental,  and  goes  to  the 
▼try  foundattnii  df  civil  |H)lity  of  the  Inchoate  utate.  If  the 
propoidtion  contained  in  it  be  correct,  there  rnn  be  no  objec- 
tion in  admitting  a  state  under  it;  but  if  Incorrect  and 
annound,  it  In  ih>  important  and  vital  aii  to  ftirm  en  imiuper- 
able  otgectlou  to  ili«  admission,  lly  votiug  to  receive  the 
ftata,  we  de<.'larn  it  in  nut  object  ion  a  >>le,  and  tliat  we  do 
ncognim  the  correctnesii  of  the  declamtion  of  the  principle 
annnclated  in  the  ftection.  It  is  not  like  thi!  onllnnr^  pro- 
Tl^ns  of  a  ronotltutiun.  which  we  mi»;ht  decro  Impolitic  and 
unwise,  and  over  which  we  cannot  routn>l.  a<i  being  entirely 
within  the  province  of  the  people  of  tlie  new  state:  but  it  is 
of  that  dewrlptiou  which  goe^  to  the  very  foundation  of  the 
■tate  and  deteruiiiieR  Its  charucter.  and  n'<N>gniM'B  a  principle 
which,  if  sound,  affects  Iho  people  of  every  htate  in  the 
Union:  for  if  we  admit  that  it  iii  true  in  KaURaJS  it  i.'*  true 
In  and  for  ev*Ty  ptate  in  the  Uniim.  We  cannot  admit 
Kan«ai<  aH  a  statu  without  thereby  swiTling  that  slavery  is 
•anctionvd  by  an  authority  trnnxiviuling  that  of  the  ponp]«> 
of  the  Btnti-H,  and  which  it  w  nnt  r«iiiipi-ti-iit  fi>r  Ihi'm  prncti- 
cally  to  deny.  Tlie  8enat>ir  frtui  (Wiinfia  vot>*R  to  nilniit 
Kansas,  and  ho  thereby  dcvlnn's  Unit  it  ts  tlie  ritfht  of 
Kansas  to  build  its  lofctitutinnr*  up<m  iliio  r<>titnil  iilea.  This 
Idea  is  woll  fiiumletl.  <ir  othcrwintf.  If  ucl]  fuundcd.  thi>  <ititte 
may  profu'rly  l>e  Hdmitled  under  it:  liut  if  not.  it  in  »i  cn-at 
an  crn>r,  of  Kiich  swtH-p  and  im|Mirt:in(t>.  tlmt  no  man  i*»n  In* 
jOstifiMl  in  vttting  f<>r  it.  it  is  nini)ir'->i:,  thiTefore.  fr<^ra 
what  I  have  said,  that  a  vnte  fur  the  )>III  'I'm-n.  in  elTi'Ct.  affirm 
the  doctrines  which  an>  contaiue<l  in  ifa"  lAi.iiiiiplon  ci^nsiU- 
tation."  _ 

Hon.  I.  WASitiiVR9,  Jr..  of  Mnine.  In  tli>»  House  of  I'.epre- 
•eatatives,  January  7th.  1K:>S. 

"The  PresMi'nt  and  hh  fHends  in  th'.*  .''••nnti*.  Mr.  Higlor 
and  Mr  Kitrb.  s'lmit  that  t)ii>  iiuofitioii  i>i'  >«Iavi*r,v  shi>uM 
bf  submitted  to  tht*  ;iro|-tr.  ]{ut  even  tlii>  bni  lint  yHTn  done. 
The  people  nre  iMt  tn  ssiy  wbi-ih'-r  JIj-v  will  liave  .-la^i-ry  nr 
not,  but  unlv  in  wli.il  wtv  th'-v  w.I!  lri\»'it ;  <  nlv  In  P'fi-renee 
to  the  futiin*  Jiifini"'  fit  sii)i|>l y :  t  r.  i'.  i  f'l^r  i/"-n/*.  t/irj/  .in'  tn 
b^  alloWiii  f'f  ity  irfnt'f  r  irr  i'"t  f'u-;/  vilt  iiir-'  ti  t>.-  In>intji 
qf  ihiff-ftrii'tlinfi.  mf'iin  thv  .«■^».^■.  tW  ■uh-'iiif  i-i'-  nf  nh^t-fuff 
prtffcrtion  a/Hin-f  fnrriin  r.-.uj  i-tinti.  Vi)t<' any  w.iy  the 
people  ean.  uikI  sLnvi-ry  '\*  tl\"il  in  thr  ttule,  .-mil  fMr-vr-r.  or 
until  tht*  ciiiKtiMition  kIiiiII  bo  iiverlhmMii  by  r  rHViiliiiioii. 
The  liirrfS""'  «»f  thi'  hl.iws  in  K;m».i-«  iin'  pruUn-ieil  1  y  the 
•  tvinslilnti'tn  wjfb  n'-  ."-l.-ivrrv.*  tiinl  thi-re  i.x  no  prnvi^ion  liv 
whieli,  uhdrr  \\\>*  ron-itiiutron.  aiiy  rliH-.iiriw  nm  be  ni;vle. 
hereafttT.  to  NlFi-'t  tin*  (oniiitioii  ri  th"  sl.-tvi'S  now  witliiii 
th^  territory, :iii'l  thi-ir  ilrMcnilNiilH.  Not  >>nl>  till  l^'>i.  but 
to  the  en"!  of  iitni>.  \*  the  I'xi-tt'iii-e  of  ^l^lve^y  KMMir- d  'y 
thit  conFtiintMii.  Th>u^''i  tbi*  *r<iri<-tiiu1ii'n  uith  uu 
slavery'  li*  mli.;.'.!.  if  i.ill  U>  uiih  ih-  fMii<liti>>n  Mb.-it  tin- 
riiSht  "f  i»n»inTiv  in  .|h»i»s.  now  in  lliic  X>\r\U'ry.  A\-\\\  in  no 
ni.tnner  I**  inlf.-!  n-l  with:"  nml  «.- ii  if»|»--'li«  Mn*  tiiture. 
under  thi'i  (iii<>'i!iiii  .  it  is  ]iro\iiiiii  ili.-it.  :ifii'r  lHt'4,  wh-'U 
the  coiistiiutii'ti  nii«  !••  a';"rfd  in  i>ll  oilit-r  n'i>f»eot!«. 'no 
altemtioii  fliall  !••■  iif.-i  .■  t  i  :i;I>»-t  ihi-  ri.'litit  of  ):ro|MTty  in 
the  ownership  nt'  hla.--  '  liLiii  the  pi'-ipiv  .k.t-  (o  !■«?  IniuiiU. 
hand  nml  f--ir.  :in<l  li  ff>v  il|t|•lIo)|•^^  ;in<l  niiiuTohnt'i. 
as■^.>Ulb^■«l  at  Li-iouipton,  in  I^-'m.  \m1i  e<.nirol  the  iiiiil'.oriN 
of  peopl.<  Willi  .ti  >  III  iiih.'il'it  Ib-'it  bn^ad  au<i  leuulifiil  land. 
fi»r  a;re"«  aii<i  a^;'i'.>-."' 

Hon,  IlfNRT  Wii.«JiN  «r  Mas«.ii:iiii'><-tt*>,  iu  tin*  S-nate, 
Fel'rniiry  "^l.  1  *»'>•«. 

*•  I  tliink  llii-r*'  will  f>t^*^^\  |»h  h  '•••iii«r»l  onion  in  lb"  Ni-rlh, 
as  then*  W  now  In  the  Smtli.  We  iin»  fn^t  iMininrf  Xo  it: 
and  let  me  ttll  th<'  Si  rmtor*  nn  lli-  adniliiiHrniti-in  ijile  of 
thii  ehnniN>r,  tlint  If  tb<'v  roiisiimin.'iti*.  if  lh>-v  Kiip|iort — 
whether  thi-y  «ni"iv"-f|  nr  tail  —Tin*  Irin-.-ini;  of  Kan-r.H  into 
the  1,'niiin  unil<r  Hie  l^-i'iiniptun  i-<)n«ti(nti<>n.  Mi'li  it  know- 
led\:»^  of  fill  llif'i*  inon«>tr.»ii''  fraud"  «*i-ti»ter»Hf  over  the 
land,  emnpri'lu-fuli^l  iiy  tli-  wh<»li  (•■unilry,  tln-y  will  ib) 
niMr«'  to  iMiili-  all  boiie't.  lil'«.Tt\-l<''.  in-^.  iii>lti-.irliip  nn'n  in 
the  Nor«h.  tliiii  liii!*  |rt«fn  n»■^•oln|^]|-bl^l  by  any  .vt  ever 
adopti-d  by  fbii  ■_•■•<  i-rnnhMt.  Yinir  K"iii«a>-N«-brii-k:i  joljry 
of  I*«."4  -bi\er..|  til  hl«>ni-  iliit  ,'reat  Ul.l^  party  wbii  h  biii| 
battlini.  »iin'-tinM«i  fciini-i.-Kfii  |y,  f  r  imwf.r  hert*.  undrr  the 
lead  o|  y-t  in,>  oC  tbe  iniHi  iiri-<.ni|iJI>lii-d  MtiiteMnen  of  the 
oouiilrv.  Anofhi-r  pnrty  -iinini:  up— tin*  Anierieiin  party. 
It  puUMwI.  ft  fNl'i-nd.  and  It  went  down  und-r  the  general 
^U'iffUJeul  of  the  jHTCtplc  of  the  (hie  i<taleii.    The  Kepubltcan 


party  roae  In  ono  yenr  from  a  ftw  tboooBd  mm,  oat  | 
at  the  last  l*resldentUI  election  om  mlllloa  thrsa  ~ 
and  forty  thousand  votes.  It  ramo  much  Be«nv  ttea  yoi 
wiMhed  It  to  do.  taking  the  control  of  this  BOvenim«nl-~«r 
this  ci'untry.  Qoon,  genlleman  of  (he  alavehuMInf  tlMiii 
in  your  avnwMl  poll^  of  alavery  exmnsiua  ami  slavery 
snpniinaoy,  by  forcing  KanMs  iuin  tiM  I'nion  nnder  the 
Lecomptfin  constitutioUf  against  the  knnwa  will  of  the 
people  of  that  territory,  and  tlieir  earnt  at  appeals  to  yuir 
seiiMi  of  Justice,  trnth,  and  honor,  and  yon  will  Arovar  Ihs 
pcoplo  of  the  North,  already  deeply  liici*nsiml  by  your  puUey. 
by  the  violence  and  frauds  your  cniitunv  have  perprtratsd 
in  KaoMR.  tn  rise  In  the  majesty  of  ctinsci*  lus  powc-r.  Uiruic 
your  sulHuirvient  allies  from  power,  take  thr  grtvemmeai. 
and  ovi>rthrow  li)rever  you  ami  yimr  |ki1Icj.  I  tell  yoa  h^ve 
to-day,  that  your  snppMt  of  this  gigantle  crime  T>ga*»#  the 
liberties  of  tiie  pef>ple  of  Kanaas  Is  bringing  upon  job  tkt 
condemnation  of  the  country  and  tho  world." 


lion.  Janeii  Wilsosi  of  Indiana,  In  tho  Hooat  of 
resentatives,  March  2Bth,  1858. 

**  Bnt  I  object  to  this  constitution  for  anotbor  c 
is,  slavery.  And  wlMt  of  alavrry  In  the  Leoomptim 
tution  ?  Why,  sir.  it  comes  to  us  in  its  moet  delrataMe  fbfm; 
not  bold  anrl  defiant,  aa  if  ririil,  bnt  ahleMing  itaelf  bsMnd 
the  form*  of  law,  and  skulking  behind  fraud  and  IhmU 
for  its  protection.  What  further?  At  the  very  untsat  H 
annnunnH  a  pnipnsition,  so  untrue,  and  utterly  at  varlaBei 
with  Justire  and  humanity,  that  hail  it  not  beon  praeeded  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  should  have  coma  ti 
the  cond union  that  all  human  fanatkiitm  and  rvflned  hdtf 
ferenct*  to  the  rights  of  man  had  fhnnd  an  appropriate  r^Nft 
in  the  Iiecoiiipton  convention.  What  ia  the  proposltfcwt 
Thn  inviolnliility  of  property  In  hnmau  hefuRs:  and  yoa 
and  T.  and  all  of  us,  have  so  tn  ileelare,  or  reject  tUa  ee»- 
Htitiition.  And  not  only  la  pro]H>rty  in  a  sfavo,  and  Ui 
incri'dse  for  ever,  InviolaMo,  but  beCiiw  and  higher  Una 
any  CKii.^tiiutional  nanctlon.  Approve  thia  pmpwritlon.  and 
wlitit  followH?  Univenal  Mavery.  State  lines  will  to  bo 
pnitei-li^n:  st.tte  cnnatitutliuis  will  l*e  no  shi«kl:  alatf 
richti  no  ciiard;  slaves  as  propiirly  will  be  as  aerure  in  Ito 
sl\tii>n  fi-ee  states  a«  in  the  flfteicn  slave  stalea;  for  II 
asuumfs  that  Rlave  property  \*  not,  and  cannot  be 
except  l<)n  or  gnverne«I  by  different  rnk-s  than  any 
prii|MTty.    I  diRMiUt  wholly. 

*■  Why.  iiir.  if  slavery  and  the  right  to  hold  slavei  an 
befon>  ami  higher  than  any  count  it  utional  sanctifin.  why  noC 
niako  thnt  isvueT  Why  evade  it  l>y  claiming,  wherevtr  it 
CHti  W  iloiie,  'conMitiitiiiiial  Hanetion?'  C<>iue.  wc  arrvft 
the  elmllf  nge.  Erase  frrmi  thlt  lirr«'>niiit"n  eon-titution  iW 
'ooni«(ituti4iiinl  Mnction'  of  ^lav••ry,  ami  you  will  iJi«arni.  H 
a  greAt  extent,  <ip(in«itlon  to  its  rr<vption.  Krase  \r*jm  the 
constitution  of  Arluin.xas.  Sou'h  ranlinn.  and  other  slave 
biildliii;  Kt]itH](.  the  *constitutbina]  MUn-iinn'  of  slavery,  asi 
you  will  ofT'T  a  tribute  to  humanity.  Kr««e  from  ih^  Ci<» 
^li  tut  ion  of  the  Unirnd  .^taten  the  'constitutional  Minctii«' 
of  the  ref  iiptiire  of  fugitives  f^<m  serviee.  and,  sir.  the  n  » 
M'lenee  and  the  duty  of  the  North  will  nn  l''>ng>fr  eonforl 
Ah  :  gentlemen  of  the  H'lUth.  1  advlie  yon  to  clin^  to  'roo- 
Rtitutioiial  saiictlnns,'  and  uot  truiit  youri^^lve^  and  y«r 
pnipiTty  ufvin  tho  uncertain  tenure  of  inviidNbili1>.  Now. 
1  hold  lliiM  to  l-e  true:  that  Hiaverr  in  m>-re1y  a  loral  los:> 
tntion,  sn<l  that  slaves  are  hi-M  arid  u<  v»>rne<l  by  the  U»t 
of  th"  MfVeral  stiitev  Hint  recoznl'-t-  il»*  exirt^niv.  Wuh 
them,  I  an<l  we  have  nothiii.r  t<>  do.  U  i-  o'^ii.^v^lM  thai 
i«l:iver>'  in  the  ^tatrs  h  lieyunil  tbeinteTfer»«n«>e  of  fh-  F*^»rai 
(ioVerniiU'llt.  Of  the  ^tnten.  or  the  |HNtp]ii  nf  the  -talr«  whicll 
do  not  rect>g!iiiH*  itn  exii<teu>-e.  It  In  '-••iiOM!e<l  that  th^j  a.-v 
pnipi'rty  in  thrine  state« — niaile  imi  by  b-gl-Uti-  n  r>uL  cr. 
stale  IrLflKlntion  cannot  make  them  pni|»Tty  evt>rywb»n 
\\%  li^bt  is  restricted— it  1^  liniii'Hl.  It  isniiot  e«>  l^y- *  i 
Ktaf>  lilies,  lleyond  thosH*  limil-«.  the  M'lVr  U  a  man,  an<J  in 
longiT  pmperty.  ?uch  1  un>lerNt.ii:'l  to  1^  ■  nr  l.-iw^i.  mi* 
Jii-iirial  di'rixions.  and  the  rule  of  nrtiun  in  the  Trvi>  i-tAt'* 
:ind  of  the  civilixetl  world;  and.  «ir,  it  is  t'>o  Itte  *«•  %ltrri-; ; 
to  priinnili::iti'  any  other  and  a  •liif'Teiit  d>>-trii-.e.  Ii  raiiu-t 
U'  doin'.  The  inviolability  of  .-Inve  pn  p^^r**  m  arin.'>t  ih» 
unlverxal  laws  of  ri'^bt,  humani>\.  nii  I  jui>tii^.  anl  cjiniy'i 
prevail.  Hut  slavery  is  in  Kan^n".  f*\:x\  ]i.«lied  l-y  thisKti: 
."titutimi:  and.  aR  fir  ns  thi^  lon-titiiiiow  in  mi  cercM.  »* 
firmly  e-talili>l)e<l  u«  in  any  ^lave  «iate  in  this  I'nl-  a.  .Kt\>x. 
now.  wh:it  Ih  demanded?  Why.  sir,  thnt  KiniuiR,  ur.kr  :b* 
l.tMiinptonitm^litiition.  shall  i>e  ndiiii'.ted  liit'i  tl.i«  rni><c-- 
ndinitli-tl,  too,  RgRliint  the  will  of  h«T  i>e«>|  Ii.  «lth  rSsv#'T 
]HTpfluHte(|  in  her  llniitK,  and  the  Invli.lnbility  .  T  «!»*«  \f* 
{.erty  writt<-n  in  her  c<>ni«titutli>n.  .»''!i.»ll  It  ln«"d  -n*-'  ll-rr-* 
PH'ntntlve^  <'f  the  Ameriean  {M^iple.  «ill  y<  u  t.inifh  y(il<!  t> 
the  Kxecutive  demand?  Jupti>i-  furl-id^  thf  |«^i|*l«- '^•r:•i, 
let  their  voice  lie  n-^fi^-teil.  I  a-k  you.  air  addr*-s>iri);  .Vr 
tSilnier.  of  North  Can^lina].  Suithem  man  as  you  af^* 
hunorable  and  hich-miuiied  as  I  Avioipyou  to  N^-hall  it  l<a 
done  7  IHvs  Southern  honor  demand  it  1  \to  Southern  right! 
demand  it  7  No!  Thvn  why.  for  e^en  a  aingl*  hnur.  Imp* 
upon  a  peoples  au  Amcrkan  peopla,  n  eoaatttotloB  tha? 
abhor r 
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Oof  traor  Wire  of  VlrrlDU.  in  hia  letter  to  the  Phllftdelphte 
■Mctlng,  February  Gth«  1868. 

*  And  vhy  Impone  thfn  ronRtitntlnn  of  a  minority  on  a 
majority?  Cui  t^nnof  IK<«4i  any  Southern  uinn  iriimdne  that 
thla  it  a  praf'timble  or  aufforaM^  wty  of  iiiakiiiK  a  ^lave 
etatef  Who  brlieTen  now  thnt  Knnicui  will  be  made  a  Mare 
rtate,  or  kept  one  for  any  time,  by  the  ailnilMinn  of  thiK 
conptitution  ?  Who. will  carry  a  rfnve  th«»re  now.  to  bwonie 
•  bonp  <»f  contention  In  a  horiiT  war :  the  ^itort  of  Tlnlence. 
and  frmnd.  an«l  forre,  liki-  thsl  whirh  haa  m  lonj?  endanf^rH 
person,  and  property.  an<l  p'iM(t<.-al  fninchir*e.  In  that  unhiippy 
MtUe-tfround  of  •I'Cti'^nal  ft<u<l4?  To  what  end  i«  thla  Itiiiig 
tr>  be  Jooe.  If  apeiflUy  it  \*  to  >«  und'me  with  ^tate  autho- 
rity, nvateU  to  driTe  iilare  pn^piTty  frnm  th«  ti»rrltory  ? 

-  We  haT»>  iimudly,  hen*t. Ti irH.  CMHO'ndml  only  f«»r  iipialtty 

•ml  Juati'v;  but  if  thiM  In*  wantr  nly  done,  wltlmnt  winninc 

a  litakL- — the  |*>wer  of  a  uln^t*  Unle  ilu-n-by — It  will  N»  worne 

than  Tain.     It  will  lie  pnat^^hln^  pnwer  /xV  /m  ant  n^/^ix,  to 

be  lunt  -Fpeedlly'  with  the  ir'M<  'if  iwiiirtliiiif;  of  far  more 

worth  than  poll  Ileal  vot*-!* — fur  mural  pmtiff*.    If  we  are 

not  willinK  to  do  juetlrc  wi*  ran't  ai>k  for  Jimtii-e:  If  wc  ran't 

agree  to  equality,  we  niii!*t  expet't  lo  be  denied  it.    It  la  our 

boll  goriuK  the  anti-tilavi-ry  (>x.    Suppose  we  ha<l  h.-id  a 

mi^orltj oiHbiveholdeni  in  that  trrritory :  Kuppoi4)  a  mlDority 

of  abolitk>nlatii  had  |p>tt«*n  the  veuMisaud  rviftry  intu  their 

band*  and  had  kept  flftefu  out  of  thirty-fuiir  cnuntiea  out 

of  tiie  conreutk>n ;  aupiMite  they  hod  formed  a  conntitutlon 

with  a  clauae  pmbibltintr  slavery,  ami  hail  aent  It  to  Con- 

gnei  without  itubnilttin;;  it  to  a  luigority  of  the  loi;al  Toterx; 

or  Buppoae  they  had  mihtnitttNl  all  parta  of  the  couitltutlon 

to  the  popular  vote,  tjrfvpi  tht  nnr  rlauae  prtihibitin^  alaTery, 

knowiog  It  would  be  voted  il<-wn  if  }<uliinilted  to  the  mnjorlty 

>f  the  people;  auppoae  «ii<'h  a  *  IX'Ot  on  the  other  1*%'  had 

jeen  rabmitled  to  C(>n»fre«<i.  and  we  Iiad  then  heard  the 

tbituluteneiM  uf  a  convention  e<iDten>l«d  for  liy  BUu*k  Kepub- 

li'ana,  demaudint;  of  Coni:reii.4  to  RUktain  the  doctrine  of 

t€!/itimai^*  I  tell  you  in.tt  every  .Southern  man  would 

lave  been  in  arma,  and  would  be  ruuaed  to  the  riiedding  of 

iuod.  rather  than  niUmit  to  Con){re«>a  fa>(teulnic  u}K)n  a 

i^jorlty  of  pro-jilavery  people  an  arbitrary  remTlpt  of  a 

lere  conTentiun.  unauthiirize<l  to  proolnim  ita  conttkutinn 

iChout  an  exprew  grant.   Thif:  i.«  the  khioc  prlnriple*  aocom- 

%nled  by  trickery  ami  frniid.    *  We  are  wlliinfr  to  do  unto 

hera  a*  we  w^ould  have  th'.-m  ilo  unto  ua.'    Xlie  ik)utbern 

M)plc  auk  for  no  iDjuj^tice,  no  inequality.** 

lion.  J.  R.  WoRTEJfi>TKP  of  N«'w  Jenfey.  In  the  Ilourn  of 
rpnn*entatlve«.  Manh  '2:>1.  IS'.S. 

"One  word  morn,  ami  I  will  <li*mifiii  the  whole  ca«e  for 

e  preaent.     It  I*  Mid  thnt  thit  c<Mii>Utntion  cannot  he 

ere>i  tiefore  \H»A.    J  tlii.ik  ditTcn-ntly.    1  have  no  upace 

'  ar/uuent  on  that  |i«riiit  ni'W.     If  it  ran  !«  altered,  an  I 

U'Ve  it  can  be.  It  wiil  !•<•  d'Mie  In  Miuie  le;^al  way.    If  It 

luot  be  done,  an  Roun*  >.V'  It  cnnnni.  |  cannot  help  It.     I 

'.  not  make  It,  and  ii;n  not  n-!«j>onMlMi>  In  thii  behalf. 

w  Jeney  once  had  a  o>n>tituti<in  whii-h  waa  up<>n  ita  fare 

lared  to  lie  *flrm  and  intii-luble.'     Uut  it  ho  happened 

t.  In  1844,  a  minHtltuli>in:d  convention  wiui  rallnl  liy  the 

ifllature,  and  a  new  cmiMitution  nuide,  under  which  we 

r  live  and  liave  uur  li'dnir.  ail  peoure  and  Mif(%  a^  we 

ik.    TtMt  oniititutlou  waii  i^nSniittfd  to  the  people,  sh 

legialative  act  which  enlh-d  the  convention  retjuired  it 

M  done.    It  wan  nilitifd  by  n  mnjiirity  {if  all  the  votes 

.  the  whole  of  which  vxtia.  fur  :ind  aimintt  it.  Itelng: 

70,  all  t«dd:  while  at  th<*  l'r»-<>ileiilnl  elei-tinn.  held  the 

e  year,  "rt.'JOT  votea  Wfr*>  i:i>t.     It  was  adi<pted  hy  a 

U  minority  of  vutppi  |:i  the  Mt'iti*.    Sn  our  conittitutinn 

changed,  notwithftandinc  it'<  ilirlirci  tirmnewt  and  in- 

iltUity.  and  that  by  a  mlnoritv  i.f  v-tern  In  the  Mate. 

ppoae  the  aame  thing  may  \-r  <l<>iif  I'lfu-wliere.  nlthou(;h 

not  mean  to  dictate  that  it  ahall  be  dune  eli*ewhere 

IS  wWdu." 

m.  J0R5  Y.  Wrioiit  of  Tenneraec.  in  the  House  of  Re- 
ntetlvoa.  March  '20th.  l^JiS. 

t  baa  been  paid,  tl'.at  bef^u«e  the  whole  ronptltutlon 

lot  hubmltteii  to  a  vote  of  tht<  peoph*  for  their  ratiUca- 

ir  r^|iH*tinn.  the  gn^t  doctrine  of  {lopulnr  sovereignty 

iolated:  ami  that  ft>r  thin  renaon  we  ought  to  refuae 

nit  Kanxaa  Into  th*.*  Union.     I  do  not  airn.>e  with  thn.«« 

irgne  lhw»\  for.  olr.  whiUt  I  do  n<it  olye^-t  to  the  prln- 

>f  allow! n;;  the  pefjile  of  uny  ti-rriiory  or  Rtale  to  vote 

ly  on  thi'lr  fund:imi*i:l:il  l:itr.  yrt  I  ran.  by  no  nicanii, 

to  the  comlu^ion,  thnt  b«*o»ii»e  they  have  i«-en  pro|N>r 

othcrwim*.  and  )leN';;at«*  t<>  thfir  r**preiH>ntntlves  the 

tn  form  their  r<m>titulion.  the  doctrine  of  popular 

ignty  \n  vioIiife<l.    Onr  covernnienta.  Ptate  and  feile- 

)  reiireaentative  In  thvlr  character.  Can  it  he  finid  that 

vi  which  we  enact  h^Tu  do  nrtt  eniliody  the  will  of  our 

uenta,  becauiie  th^y  are  not  all  submit tfd  for  their 

vtion,  after  we  have  enacted  thum?     And  is  it  true 

)•  Ifgislaturet  of  the  Tarit>n<)  states.  In  regulating  the 

Jo  eoDcema  of  the  puoplOi  do  not  represent  the  popu* 
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lar  Judgment?  Are  not  their  enactments  lo  flict  the  arts 
of  the  people?  It  may  not  be  true.  plr,  and  doubtless  it  Is 
not  true,  that  every  law  whieh  liait  received  the  sanction  «>f 
tlie  legislature  doen  reflect  popular  aentiment  properly  and 
entirely;  but  in  the  meaning  of  Ihf  phrai<e.  when  npplieil 
to  our  syntem,  it  is  true  in  theory,  that  the  repreai'ntathe'* 
of  the  people  are  the  people.  i*ir.  It  wa<i  the  buxlmifs  of  I  hi* 
people  of  Kan«aa,  not  oun«.  whether  they  would  have  their 
conatitntion  aubmitted  to  thenf^lven  frtr*ratiflcatii)n.  Thi'V 
did  not  see  proper  tn  do  k>.  If  artvervlinity  re!i|d4>i  with  the 
people,  the  right  to  delegate  their  authority  la  inn*)iara>>lf 
ftrom  their  sovereignty.  Tlie  rl;:lit  to  delegate  their  powrr 
la  as  important  to  the  people  an  the  riirht  t<»  act  for  them- 
pelvea.  The  people  of  KamtaK.  thnmgh  their  lawful  agcntK. 
the  delegates,  frameil  their  constitution  In  their  own  way. 
and  ratitie<l  it  in  their  own  way.  aa  wa^  very  foreilJy  argxn  «1 
by  ray  friend  and  colleague  [>lr.  Avery]:  and.  In  my  hum* 
ble  opinion,  if  we  complain  that  the}-  have  formed  their  con- 
stitution in  their  own  way.  as  they  had  a  rii:ht  to  do  nuder 
the  wlaeprovlMoniof  the  Kanpa»*Nefira«ka  bill,  and  demand 
of  them  before  they  are  mlmitted  that  they  shall  fbrm  It  In 
nur  way.  or  as  we  may  chooiie  to  dictate  to  them,  or  thnt 
they  sliall  ratify  it  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  a  miyorlty  of 
Congresii.  we  violate  the  great  doctrine  of  mm- intervention, 
and  open  afresh  the  wounilfl  which  have  so  long  afflicted 
the  country.  A  majority  of  the  Ktatea  that  have  been  ad- 
mitted Into  the  Union  since  the  formatk>n  of  the  Fi-deral 
Constitution,  came  In  without  liaving  tiad  their  c^mstitu* 
tions  firMt  rabmitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people.  Many  of 
them  did  thns  vote  uptm  their  coni«titutions,  and  ratify 
them;  and  to  that  plan  I  offer  n<i  oVfiHi*tiiin,  where  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territories  themselvsa  see  proper  to  take  tliat 
course. 

»But  shall  It  be  said  that  all  thoM>  states  which  have  been 
added  to  the  cfinfinliTacy,  which  did  not  take  that  course. 
committ4>d  great  outraizes  and  violntions  of  sacred  prinri- 
plee?  I>iM«««  any  one  na-nrt  that  an  ontrasw  was  committed 
when  my  own  native  Ktate  was  ailmitted  into  the  Union, 
because  her  people  had  nmfldence  in  the  Integrity  and 
honor  of  the  delegat^'p  who  mouldeil  her  fundamental  law: 
and  because  they  saw  pro|M>r  to  a(«ide  by  itn  provlMions  with- 
out having  first  voteil  un  It  thfmpelvei'?  It  strikes  me,  sir. 
that  ll  wuuld  be  going  very  far  for  any  one  to  awumo  that 
position :  and  that  it  cannot  sn(r*'stcrully  be  maintained  by 
any  course  of  n>ai*oning.  stir,  tht-y  who  are  the  real  friends 
of  popular  sovcreikToty,  and  who  houently  believe  that  tlie 
diHitrine,  when  fairly  and  iir«.>|ierly  coni4true<l.  b>ads  to  a 
fiubmisKiun  to  the  vote  of  the  jteople  of  i.'very  question  In- 
volved In  the  fundam»-utal  law,  may  l<o  excused  for  their 
course,  to  itume  exti'nt,  on  thi^  quei<tion.  If  they  beliern 
that  in  no  other  niannt'r  can  the  p^ipular  will  be  made 
nianifi>t.  I  Hiiy.  sir.  that  in  my  hc»rt  I  can  tind  some  excuse 
for  their  acti'in.  ntftv  this  tbe  only  consideration  involved 
in  the  qnt'i-lion :  but  I  can  find  no  excus**.  even  for  them, 
wheu  1  c«>n>lder  th"  oiher  ureal  n-^ulfs  which  a  wrong  step 
may  brine  aNiut.  IhiL  m*  tor  the  Itlitck  liepublirau  party — 
that  party  which  has  for  its  fundamental  d<M*trine  that  Con- 
gn'sa  tins  full  and  entire  authority  to  legi)<lHte  in  all  things 
whatKoever  for  the  people  of  the  ttrritoriei*,  and  which 
denies  to  the  pi>ople  thereof  the  ri'^ht  to  sovem  themselves 
in  their  own  way — It  ha.<<  no  excuse  for  it*  pretended  love 
for  the  will  of  tfie  majority ;  and  I  confci«*  tliat  I  can  hear 
them  prating  aUmt  ]i<ipiilar  rights  nml  the  freedom  of  the 
pi^opie  with  no  other  than  feeliuga  of  disgust." 

lion.  F.  K.  Z<jLf.ici»FFER  of  Ti>nnessec,  In  the  IIooM  of 
Ileprer«n  tat  Ives.  March  ."1st.  1S6S. 

"  It  is  said  that  th^  convention  ousbt  to  have  submitted 
tbe  whole  con«titntl<n  to  a  I'^tpular  Tote.  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  wa<i  nf>t  at  all  niTi'i^.try.  The  (i««ple  had  already 
twice  voted^once  Ufion  calling  a  convention,  and  secondly 
upf»n  the  election  of  delrgatcs  to  firm  the  constitution — in 
which  th<>y  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  electing,  and  did  elect, 
deleuates  reflecting  slid  emlKMlying  their  will.  They  had  the 
ri;;ht  to  Instruct  those  di>l»>:rales.  hail  thi>y  seen  proper,  itt 
frame  a  comktilution  and  Hubi'nit  it  to  them  for  ratification. 
Hut  they  did  not  see  pn)p<'r  so  to  do.  (Jn  ithe  contrary,  the 
delegates  Were  expressly  ln.*ilruct«'d  to  '  frame  a  constitution 
and  htate  government*  '  for  admUsion  into  tlie  Union.'  with- 
out A  woni  as  to  submitting  It  to  the  people.  This  was  well 
undert^tood  at  the  time  the  delegates  were  elected ;  and  tlda 
mode  was  adopted  u}ion  the  well-ectabli-ihed  theory  that  tlie 
people  can  as  leirilloiately  make  a  conhtitution  through  their 
delegates,  chithed  with  full  power  to  carry  <mt  their  will,  as 
by  a  direct  vote  of  the  wholo  piiiple.  Such  mode  had  been 
pursued  in  the  adoption  of  tin'  first  constitution  of  more  than 
one-half  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  It  was  the  republican 
miMlf,  and  that  which  is  most  ctmipatible,  perhaps,  with  the 
common  u^affes  in  a  reprei>cntativc  government.  Whether 
it  Is  the  better  m(>do  or  not.  unquestionably  It  Is  one  of  the 
moHt  stereotyiHsl  processes  known  to  the  inatitationa  of  oar 
country. 

*'  Indeed,  in  the  organic  act  of  Kansas,  Oongten  had  ptidffd 
itself  to  leave  the  people  *  perfectly  free  to  Ibnn  and  mcnlata 
their  domestic  inatitutlost  in  tkur  • 
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the  Coii«tltution  nrtfi«  UnitM  RtatM.*    Tf  thej  hare  rhoiten  I     "Do  yoa  not  Imprmp  in  iinJD«t  and  dp  fair  noodlUoB  If 

•  way  of  thi'ir  own.  Hatif^factury  to  ttipmi-  Ive* — thu  Iniitru-  '  tbL>  bill  whfu  y«>u  tticn-in  •i>-<l;.rft  iLaL  if  irnf  |i^-r'i« 

l^lntr  repuMicau  ami  Ddi  violittitt!  of  the  CoiiHtiluti-in  ^O^if  hrttf^  tL«'y  il.ali  v- ui'^  inlu  tl.M  l'ni>.u  uij>lrr  t 

t  l-niti-d  Statrti— what  ri^iit  have  fifrihin«.  riui>iil«  i>f  |  ninp-trn  rotiriitu:iou.  aMi'-'U^li  ihry  bav**  i<niy  fifrj 

?rritory.  to  ol-JKi-t  to  itt     Whiil  riu'ht  Ifi-*  0»n»rrv*ii»  to  ,  Kiiiil  ffopul.itii  n:  l-ul  if  ih-v  J'...*  ih»»  t  riU    tl.r>  • 

y^-i'.  and  prvMTi>;«  to  thp  nKtide  of  a  sUtttf  A  UKi^lf.  dif-  '  n  t  C4>iiie  iu  uiid'T  a  c.ii>ti;u'.i  -i.  of  iL-lr  ibi.  v*-  till 


neut  l^lntr  repuMicau  and  Ddi  violatitt!  of  the  ('oiiHtiluti-i||  ^  i/«ijc  /ini^,  tL«'y  il.ali  v- ui'^  inlu  tl.M  l'ni>.u  uij>lrr  ttit  li^ 
cf  tbti 
tho  territ 

interpf^-''.  and  prvnTi'^tf  to  thp  nKtide  ul  a  sUtttf  a  uh^iIh  dif-  '  n  t  C4>iiie  iu  uiid'T  a  c.ii>ti;u'.i  -i.  of  iL-lr  ibi.  v*-  till  fktj 
fiirent  fn>in  that  tlu-y  th*'mm'lv*-«  A*:l«H-t  for  turmiiit;  fur  .  !«h.ill  l.aiv  a  p' l<u.rit:'-ii  <  I  i.iii- 1\  iLn*  lit-.  u»au^  f"ur  hg» 
th('iii>-bpx  a  Ktatf  (>o:i»tltuIi<-i] .'  What  rifcht  to  miy  to  lh«  j  dn-»l.  tht*  im^ot  fhthi '-f  nprvs— rtriiiTi.  «.r  a  >>iiil 
pMf>|ili*  I'f  Ka  II  u-^' Trill',  yon  bavi*  adopud  a  nifiKtiluti<>n  nuD)>«r,  if  liMt<>re  thnt  (hiif  ir  ••  :aTii  >«  iiji-na*«'d? 
unil''rilieru:lsuiirii<.n>:«'f  lhfor^«iii<-law.  wi:b'Hit  ^inlMlhig  "Hut.  ^i^,  ihi-re  it  aii>-tb>r  <  IJr -i:- o  !•!  :li* 
•iih^T  the  I  rinrii.le<>  cf  that  a'-t  or  th«  (>>nii'.ituiion  of  thf  Su|>(i-««  that  tin-  {•otii!*' rf  K:iii-h.o  «>rv  f«.-rn'.itl<-J  toiuH 
United  ^t.tti-«:  Kut  you  )i.-tvr  not  |'r<'i'.'i'4-dt-d  in  ibv  ifi/4/<;  wi;  ,  liii •■•!,¥  n|'.:ii  this  l■•«Il^'Itllrl  n — 1  sty  ili:.i  ilw  «.•  iisrwarf 
tMuk  pr'/^raU' .  an'i  tli-rffurv  we  f<.i>  tn  y<iu.  your  wurk  |  thf.  Inttcd  Staifn  b.i»  •iiiii'-  to  {•t-riorni  wi.iih  i:  i^nnirtT 
aliall  If  Ui>ut;  over  n/.iiii  V  It  is  omtvd"!  ib.U  lbii>  npn-  ;  li)"  riy  Vi  w»i\i':  nnd  oii"  <  f  Il.-^•■  'lu'l -^  i>  t>>  i—c  fu  it  ikl  , 
aentiitivc  u»r'il<*.  adopt' ■!  iu  Kunca^-  hHi*  Im**!!  pur^iM  in  n  .  uociui.-tiTiiti-iii  hlfsll  .;>•  ibt><  oiMrnti-'n  with  tl.i- o.-ii^atff 
a\:ij'T\ty  o(th^  hUiW*  tritht.iit '-^^M/it'iiitt — .'ind  who  chii  di  Milt  C<!ii::rt-n»  wbii-b  d>'ijii'*  (lii;  ri;:ii' "f  a  ii..ij -rit>  'if  lb«^ 
tbiit  hiit  for  ^la\ery  in  tbl)  oaav,  tbia  otji-ctli^u  would  uot 
now  to  bvanl  ?'' 


The  Kansas  Conference  Dill. 

Tub  follriwiu',:  pren^nt  thi;  opiniona  nf  iMidint;  mon  on  tlif 
Kanma  Confi'r>'nc**  ItiJ,  taken  from  the  dL-lMitfi«  iu  CiMi^jreM, 
lettt-ra,  |ipe*^heB,  Ac : — 

Ilnn.  John  A.  Diniuiw  of  Obln,  in  tho  Ifouw  of  Reprc- 
acDtalivi-o.  April  2JiI.  lb6S. 

'*  T  dr>  not  t:nd  fault  with  thi*  lilll  lM'mn.«o  it  oitrvrt*  tho 
pnwi-rfOO'iiirr'-c*  ti»  iinnnx  mndiiiinii"  pn-'vdt'iit  u|)ou  whii'h 
vl'iiif  til"  itaiM  cif  Kan.xus  i>  tn  it>iuv  int'i  th**  I'nion.  1  find 
t:iu.r  witii  thi*  l.iil  )<W4UM>.  in  my  JMd.'nu-ut.  it  in  a  irrrat 
<  riiii'-.  U'^l  only  ii^:iin<  tb*:'  |iMi|i|i>iif  Kau.-^-o*.  but  a^'oinvt  tlic 
('••ii-liiuti'in  I'f  r)ur  eiiniui''n  couutry.  and  hgaiunt  the  Micrvd 
ri,zUt.4  iif  liuiuan  ii.itup.*. 

"(il'izo  that  bill  over  with  what  wnrdn  you  may.it  \n  a 
teri'ltrn  rrinir.:  I'nuct  It  iuto  n  law.  and  it  will  he  a  It-gislutivc 
atriN-ity  en;:r(i>-<"d  \i\>im  ]an"hinent  Diicnify  tbix  ai-t  with 
what  iIlIi*  you  plf.-t-r,  bi>tory,  t<tern,  truthful,  impartial 
l.irt'TV.  will  i-ntiilf  it  'An  a^-t  to  talc«r  awav  the  liljertifis  of 
Am-rii-.-tn  dliyiiN.'  That  tbix  bill  iit  a  criut*.  I  will  try  to 
Mii>w.  In  till-  tiiHt  pl.-iiv.  t)ii'  bill  ti'ifA  n(»t  rubniit.  a«  tb«? 
U-iitli-ni.iu  fniiii  *i*»rA:i  I  Mr.  SiPi»li«'nH  vtry  fninkly  (K'kn'>w- 
i••'z<'^•  til  ib>>  fH  (i|i]i' of  KunMH  thir  iiiififtion.  wbi-ihcr  they 
will  tt].,trnr'  i.r  ;</•'.-/  ili>>  I^it-cuniptun  c<in»titution. 

"Inn  i-.i>i  «f  (but.  "ir.  it  MOnnitn  ti>  tlicm  a  brih^.  in  the 
way  iif  liiudii  and  iiiom-y.  and  .oayii  to  tbt-m.  'if  you  will  Tote 
f>>i  llii^  pr  ip'-l'.inn  >iiii  may  iiinie  into  I  be  riiion  uniler  tbf 
I'oii-  Ti'  iii'i-i  fi  :iiiii-l  :il  l<»-»'n:!ipt(.M  in  tb»?  7tb  dny  uf  Nuti-ui- 
1  'T.  I'  .'.7  :  I'UI  ii"  v.iu  ij<i-t  till"  bril:--  tb.-  (N-t.alty  wbii-b  will 
f  •!!  i-A-  «li:iil  li»  ili.tt  ,«iiii  sli.iii  iioi  r.inn-  inin  tli<-  I'lii'.n  a.-i  a 
fluU*  iin'iil  \<iil  sli.-|!l  b:'%>'  :i  )i-.ji.:l.ili<.ii  iM|i|.tl  In  lb>-  r.llin  i'f 

r-pii>^<-ii':i;i<>n  -it  iln-  ti!ii»«  <.i'  y<.ur  -ul ju-.-tit  iippli>-:ttii»ii.' 

I  .M.'iv  «-iii  Ii  :i  tliinr  i-  witli.iuf  pn- ■•■••■nt  in  tin*  lc;:i->l:iti<>n  i-f 

till"  n  iiiirr\  :  i>  uniiiHn'ri/i  •!  J  y  riijii  irt  iiu-' t  «viiit  raven  t  ion 

f>i"  ♦;!.■  i'<iii<-'i!iiti.>M  iij"  till'  liiir-'l  ."Fatis.    TlnTif  in  notbio-^ 

in  till' C  .(ihii'ini'iij  iif  lb"  rji!i»-l  .^r-it' s  wbicli  i:i\<'s  (mI-t- 

aM'-  atitb'-rify  t  "r  mi-Ii  li-_j."«!.-ili"n.    Tln-n-  is  ii<t)iini  iti  the  ,  niaji-rify  will  :i.-.fp»  tlii-  hn  ,.  tli 

p.i-l  Ji-.-i-Liti  -ii  r.f  ti.i- .■iiiiiMry  that  L'ivi'-fv,l.,ral  le  autb'irily 

fiir  it.      It  i-  H  >iiii!iii-  .ii-t  of  ili-s|>-''i'iii   air'-nipl'-il    to   Im- 

riiat.tfd  luiv  1>>  tl.f  •' ■ii-.iii-s-  «t  th-'  Tniii  d  Smn-s  uiidi-r 

'•  \.T  ''i"  tji.'ir  ('Mii-ii'-Hi'-ii  wli|.-li  ln-.(r».  ill-'  jii-'rli-''  nauir  •  f 

U'.i.biiijtdii.     Ii    w-ri*  Ufii-r.  .-ir.  tint   I  bat   mi'PiI  iii>-tru- 

niiMil    ?-iii>iil-i   I '-ri^b  :l-i  tb-  u_b  mii<-i.'  )■>  tin-  lisfliluiii;;  of 

louM-Ii.  th-iii  III  i:   -i.  >  <•>•  h  :i<-l  :t>  tlijt  ii<.w  )  p-pu^.'-!  sbmild 

Im>  p!.ii-i-<l  •.ip'ii  tiiir  -J.itiii. -l-i -i!;.     Wb.it  \t  it*     Why.  that 

tli-    ('■■!. /ii--- 'if  tb"  r'i!:i-l   .-tall-.-  .-b;i;l   ij;- Lit"  to  ri-i'i>Tni>n 

tli:it   th  •>  -li.l  :i'-i-|.t    i.-ii  !"r  paiii.-*  ai.d    |  <  .i.iUii>  ft  l-rili-. 

ami   tiiii-liv   l-c.uii'  ♦.iil'ji- t   to  a  cto-'tif  i  i-.n  wbiob  ibey 

n«-vi-r  iiiavl".  wi-.S   I:."-.    :i!'ii  T.  nuil  \«iii  b   tb-v   lia^e  ci»n- 


Jifl  vl'.r*  I.I  auieiid.  altt-r.  l-x  'bji  z^  it  aC  li.rir  I'lci 
AU'b  a  ciiijntitntiou  i>  ii>>t  r-j-Al-  lu.        *         * 

"Tlii.-n*  i- aniitli^r  rr-vl-j.'n  i:i  t!.i<*  r«-notifuii<  n  b* 
I  d">ire  I'M.iil  tttt«.ni»'  n;  and  tbat  i<.  lU*?  i-rn^i-txn  that! 
^lJHil  n**%.>r  be  if)  auit  n-Nil  a>k  to  afliil  ll.e  <  n  n<rrLi)p  rf 
pp. furry  In  ^la\l-«.  W  lut  l«- '. 'n*^*  •  f  ;:'-riTlt  luvn*  i-otkH 
tf  «taie  s>.»veni.;nty.  if  tb"  <*«'r.»:r«  -•  •  f  lb-  I'l.i:--!  State* 
K>vii  f'n.-e  and  •.■tT>'<-t  ti.  si.vb  ^  law  a>  tbi.*;  Ivt^  n«  C  i-^ 
man  bi-re  kn>w  tbnt  •■^i-ii  it  my  •i^iiFinulion  >  t  the  roo^ 
tn'.i'iu  were  wniriir.  and  a  ni:iji^r:ly  rf  th"  ■{:'.»' if. i-^J  ti'tenul 
Kan-'a-i  wi-ro  to  Htt'tnpi  to  Hiiiriid  th-ir  <  i>:  -fitutinn  wo 
tu  alN■Ii^h  the  own>.'r*hip  'f  pr>-|"rty  in  !>!aTi-».  afl'T  tib 
atnirious  ibin-.;  liaJ  !»•■.■•. me  tbe  fi:r.dini<-i:lal  law  of  fh 
Htate  by  the  a>hent  i>f  ('•■n^ri->ii.  nur-b  ani***  ilm'-iit  wi-old  Ii 
held  iiy  that  lit.iii-l  <f  i>:Kvery  i.j.i>  b  i-  ii<c:i*>-l  in  the 
of  thiit  (.'apilfl  t'l  I-'  in  \i  lati-  n  if  \*.f>:*-d  rrjLr«.  ard  tl 
fi»re  void*  Tin'  wl'-'o  |<iiiir  i-f  tl.e  cvinml  jT'-v-rni 
Would  be  arniyiiJ  to  hii.-ihin  tb.it  ^i-iii-d  rlclf.  if  «•  u  pl«an 
a;;nitivt  the  vxjirete'rd  uiji  of  a  uiuj.ir.iv  uf  tij«  i^v^lm  d 
Kan«(a<i. 

'•^lr.  thi.«  i%  the  frrt  inntanr*.  in  wbi-h  th-  C«  njmwoftfei 
Unitiil  I^taten  has  aiTeiupt'  d.  by  '.>  ruial  i,  ii.*f  tiui-nt.  M  pn 
jfrj>tfuit}/  to  tbiM  institution  of  <I  i\<  ry  witbin  the  limitji  ani 
Jurirdi'-tinn  cf  a  fi<A-r^  i-.:n  ^?■«t''.  .A!(  a  i>t.it**rijiitj- 
Ktandiu;;  ben*,  pln'l^i-d  a-  I  atn  ii.<  m.iiiitain  ih**  ri^^bt"  f4llw 
ptNiple  and  the  ri'^l.ts  r-f  tl.r  -t:it»-.  I  ip'!«-»i  aj;>in<t  tbv 
dnntrerouR  a.SKUinpti<)n  of  |itiwir.  an  I  riaim  Uinl  1*  in  Iki 
ri(rbt  of  the  iiOTeP'i.'n  p>-  pb-  unbin  l\,v  ]iiiiitf>  «.f  a  kiaif 
nlH'iiiib  the  insMtntioii  nt  ."l-ni-ry  at  (b*-:r  id'-ri.-'ure  If-wU 
any  rvpn -Mutative  fnni  tl.v  r-'irli  :i-:»-rt  thi.-  pi>w»T to  t« ii 
(>/nirn-ttH»  •  *  *  -  «  • 

"Hy  thi*  Mil,  sir.  we  arc  not  oti1>  to  mnriinQ  th<>  mm*- 
."trou-  atn-nty  of  i-battvl  p'..t»try.  i  i>:  »•-  .i-i-  Ij.  --.y.  if  ri.» 
majoiily  will  ai'nj-t  tin'  l-iil--.  li  nr  .it  •  ;*y  ^f.  •.■.■^•' ;-r 
|K.tual.  We  ;iri'  t"  a'_'f  -  tin!  tb"  -1  il';r'-ii  i.f  wr- ru  ai^ 
oppn-^i'in  in  Kuri-:i-i  ^b  .11  ba\"  n--  i  ■'.•.\  --Ht;---  .n  i,.i-  fniiuv. 
that  tb"y  and  tb'  ir  •  hi  i.-"ii  -J-.i!'..  ]i  m  _.  :.  r-.'M  »•  i-»  li  r.- 
raiion,  toil  on  m  tb>>  b  a-'  '  t  th-ir  '■■  !  _•.-.  in  rbvw.r:* 
I't  Ibis  inslrnni-nt.  Ibit  ;■'.'..'.'.  .#'.■  ;.  *  .  V  ■-  #..  ',  t.-rr.ii 
t"  uj^'t  l.'if  t»vt4  r.'f-ift'f  j-r-fif'i  Ml  .'  .  • «.  *:',  •!..-  \n:-i» 
ran  <"oii:;r'S«',  ly  tbi"  »■:  :>  ■'m-iil.  I*  t  -  -N-'ir"  !l  it  ;f  »l» 

f-  :  .-:.-'-  •  f  '.'  •■  rni'ii-i 
.^tates  will  perp-.- tiL.it"  the  b  Tril  Ii-  ti:  »f  •..-  n.:ui  niay  (f 
ri;;bt  i*' II  hi.-  brotbi-r  f -r  thirty  j  j.-. "-  '.  f  *i". i..  r  :— .i-  ji'^lsM 
Mild  our  lyird  ! 

"1  Mv  t'»  ^"n'l'-iiM'n.  Villi  nny  i.i-.-*  tii-  1  11.  buT  y-n  rao- 
ll'il  make  the  lie  J  •  ij--  i;  i!.  \  II--  ■  ini:-  T  ".v-.  f.  r  i-\-  r.  :t  f  U 
no  vitality  in  ir..  .■'^-  :.■  r  '  r  l.it.  r  it  im-'  i  ■  ri-I.  |'--:tT<u!* 
till-  alntity  ibat  a  iiirij  ri'y  ii  iy  if  rl  jb".  f  -l.iV"  t|.,  u];i- 
rily.  or  <!ii\"  it  iii'.i  r- tur!-.!!--*  >\t\-.  M  ^.-  •\,-~  r:il-  • 
WP'nj:  pi'riM-tiiiii:  Tl.i-ie  i-  i..'!i:ii;'  p"'f'-  !».ii  ■'■  it  <•  •».  \\^ 
truth.  Hi*  jup'ti'i',  aii'l  ih"  rT»ati:ri- ••!  Ii.-  i  .it -I  1  «ay  li. 
pMill'-nuti  on  til-'  itbir  »i  i  ■.  y.  ii  Iri."  it  in  y  i:r  j  wir  •• 
i*ii^«-  onn.oni.lry  fr.-m  tl  is  t"."il  ih«b"HT.    U  »j»    i  .  \..y  }j-i^ 


<l-''iin'  '1!    i  -  y.  i";  '  -  r.  it  w  iilimir  th-  !■■  ir  «  riontradictinn.  !  tafe  to  deny  your  n-^-.-nt  t"  ih>  _'i"tt  w  p.ii^  ■      |,  i;  ^>A.tiii« 


tb.ii  tiff  ;.-«'iiiii- I  ,  •■:.'- ('oii-ti:iiti-i!i  i^'li:-:  that  new  htate 
eo,i»i jintiu:-  iiiu-i  •-•iianHt"  Ir -m  tbi-  ii-'j-I**  within  the 
liiiil'<  of  th"  p"  .  >■■  I  "t:!!",  aii'l  /"»»»iM  !!•>  •  Ci^r  it'nirr^.  In 
fr.niiiiiir  i  ■«•.  '•■  ■•■■i.-'i:iiii'  ti.  tli"y  ;ii"  .«i|t.J  ■'•t  Id  the  liinltu- 
ti'iii-  t'f  til-'  i'l-d-r.ii  r'>ii'>tit utiiii.  ami  tti"  linilt<iti<ini«  or 
re-t  :i'-ii 'Ii.- iiiip'---l  '■%  .ji't"!  of  »''-ii.ir"-.«i.     'I  b"y  may  do  any- 


yiiu  l-'liev"  with  ll.i-  Pr— !i-.i-i.t  'lb  i?  -I:i\ery  i-\;»»»  i  ;  Kan- 
Ki»  under  and  by  virtue  of  tb"  <  oii^trnti'-ii  .  r  Ti.-  I'l-itfil 
Slat"?.''  Is  it  l..i\iu<.«  y- 'I  l-.Ii"\".  »i?b  «'■■:■:%;■.■  ]■  ;i'.--J 
ii;un':iiii-t»  of  i.ur  d-iy.  iii:ir  ^'.:l^-r\  i«  tb»*  ti-.'u-  .1  i-nl  n  r 
Uial  ccndilioii  <-f  lb"  IiI-th.:  iti.tn  ;  ll  tb-i:  l-e  t  nr  n-o- 
^ii'iimi.  Hi-t  it   fi'it ;  ••'iv  -<  ::i  w  ■!d^      Ii  i«  \  .iir  i.-.-hl  aL<t 


fl  i:i:  in  iV.iriii.i.  t-nir  i-.r -iiiiri"u  tli:it  i.s  not  inninxitti'nt  |  junrdiity  to  d'-i-Lirr  it.  .\iiil  by  -»:i  •■p-n.  ni<iii>  -.\.  «iii  r* 
wi;li  t!."  pj-ii.i'i  .i»"".:' tti.it  iii-fn!iiii-tii.  finif  .-iui'li  re-tri-'tive  i  It.  yuu  will  i-'»mm.iii-l  lb-'  r- ■'.«■■?  ■  I  tb  ■^.■  »!.■■  .!:il"..i  fn*u 
>'in--:i!i<-iit.-.  Til"  i.'i-"iiMit  tb.y  \i'i|;»r.«  the-e  provi.MMnM,  yon  f  t  yonrranJor.  if  vmi  <  ..n  i:- ^i-r  b'-n- T'^r'-niiniinj  f|j-» 
II.-.-  i-i;:-!!!!!'!.!!!  Durut  to  I-'  ii-j'-ffrd  bv  CongToW.  That  1  appP'Val  of  your  priij.-ipli'ji.  Il.'-I  ir- •  jvnly  \.  ur  tru"  |  ti»^ 
i- II  II  p-i-iri-»ii.  I  |Ki->i«  and  inti'iit.    Fi-r  tii-r- ».ii.«-l'' tint  ^bir.^  tl  .-  j-. aj  i«-o» 

lint  tbi-  bill  i-'SuiriiH  lb"  Vf-ry  ri.ntr.irr,  and  provides  niider  falH<«.  and.  il  I  mav  Ii- mI- n.  d  tin- -x;  r.-->*  -!.»::b  nt 
tlia-  <  -Ml.::"!-*  ^b.l;l  al-'|.'  i  'oii-'ir'i'"  .i  wbii'h  wan  frauH'd  !  nieanini:  to  \v  oiTiu-lve.  fniuil-.ib'nl  }  r-  li'M--*-?'  <  f  <:.it.  rl_'!  :• 
b\  i-<  •>«;  ii.it  .r- -it  1,1  iii|i""Ti  Tli"  jicople  of  Kanxai*  never  '  and  p<ipiiUr  Mivep  i/nt\-.  \N  l.y -li  \'-ii  b--.'T.-i't- 1 ---..  i  |.r»  iv 
f:i'ii-l  it.  I.y  I*  •!.  _'ai"s  '.p  I'thiTwi-*".  On  the  r«.»ntrary.  on  what  your  ((u,i|i>irl  of  ibio  lill  ni.iiiiti*':y  imjn  rc«»— r;-\t  It  "Ji 
t)ii-  i  ll  iri\  if  |:i>-t  .I.'iii.iary.  ten  ibonr<uid  of  the  lawful  .  your  purpoo"  to  i>4|.tbli>b  and  ii<-l.<il  I  i  bittt-l  -iitiry  in  Kun- 
>ii;ii  of  tl.tt  tl  iri'  iry.  a  l:i!  :o  I'.iij  -ri;y  of  nil  iU  i|nii1itiH,]  I  i-ua  under  the  fTtiii  if  liw  .-ti.ii  nt  itll  bn/in!-:  U  by  ifc- 
iL-.tiirj,  ."'III  b-iiiii"d  tbi-*  in^'nrii'-iit  at  tin*  ballot-liux.  I  you  lieMtute  fi»  avow  tbi-  piirp' •*' ."  If  i;  ii>  i  U->^i-j^'ti« 
Tb'-v  never  fia:ii"d  that  in><'.riimenr.  It  w.-iM  fniiiied.  I  I'oel  and  know  that  ii.-<  d.-sti'ii  t  a%>>w:(i  \i.ini-l  •|.-'-::-tfy  Uh> 
al'iiir.  by  d"!i---"iii--:  at  r.'--<r.i|>t  in:  but.  n*  I  had 'Mi'HMnn  to  .  nation,  and  Miinnion  it  i"ai>i<  rn.  ui.it-  I.  d-tiini  r'-i^turev.' 
«■.'  oil  a  forrii'T  'n"' a-ij-iii.  «I..y  Wi-r.*  d'l"-.:nteii  wboill  the  !  **  I  Hay  to  L'"litl"iuen  on  t'le  i-'b--^  "-i  h  .  wb-'  '-.^ni^^^^  il« 
^•pi"  bad  ii'W-r  (-bii'i"ri.  iM.r  aii!iioii7,e.l  to  be  rbos<>n,  and  '  majority  of  this  IIhuhi;.  yuu  ui-y  ins-  l)4i.'>  I  ill  itit  'a  la*; 
lb  y  idy  -;it  in  aafely  I'l  Li-:..imptrin  und"r  eover  of  ftileral  ,  you  may  iinluee  the  mHJuriiy  i-'  in-'-pt  it-  p^'lTe'r<'l  l«iL«' 
b'i.>oij<-t<'.         •         *         *         .«A*«««j  yQQ  mjiy  tluTvby  iuip'JStf  uiion  tbat   toumk  Irmlbfj  lb* 


a«f  nwr  Wm  at  Xiiiin\m.  in  hli  letlsr  to  Iba  FhlUdripbii 

■And  nbj  Inpow  Uitf  nmiUlnllnD  of  ■  minnrllj  on  ■ 
■iJwItTT  CgllnKKt  ».*>»n)iSoiitb"niii™nlinii(.'lnelhiit 
Ifab  ii  ■  pwtlnible  or  nutTinbl*  mj  of  i»klnK  *  plin 
'  itolat  n)»  MlaTT*  now  tlHl  Kanwi  wni  Ih>  madr  ■  tlim 
KbM,  or  kfpt  oiM  fcr  tmj  ttn*.  by  thiii  Jmlwi™  iJrtH 

a  InBr  iif  emtf  MlnB  In  ■  tmnlur  wu :  tlw  (port  uT  ilulrnn'. 
mat  tavl.  ml  ^htc,  Ww  lint  vhtrb  k»  to  Inns  •ndintrml 
Bcnoo,  ina  BRiHTtj,  ml  pnllUnl  n*Bthlll^lll  Ibat  uiilbiip|>j 
EiulHniiiidnrMClliailbad*!  Tnwbalmdli  tbiii  Ihlii); 
ts  bi  Jiw.  If  iiwltlir  II  ft  10  br  mD-tww  wlUi  tfiuo  «iihB- 
tItT,  rn-ntnl  to  ilrin  rtm  pnip-^y  fTuin  thi  tnrHoiT  I 

-  V*  liiTB  prciudlj.  bHptuCin.  ciuitTiiAnl  nnlj  fix  nnullt; 
■til  }iiitl»;  but  If  tlilK  br  miKdlr  doiir,  wltCnut  wfinlnir 
■  (take—tbrnnwrr  itfa  i4b»  Mare  llmrbr— Hum  ba  *niv 
tbiD  niD.  II  will  In  HBti^iliie  pnwrr  prr  /u  «•(  ik/Ih,  to 
be  luN  ipmlll}'*  with  Ihe  bM  iT  ivwrtl<1ii(  of  ftr  nun' 
wortb  tlBD  if>flil™l  wtiii  aw  »•>•«'  prnl^.  IT  w»  ■«' 
Dot  willltiK  u>  diijiuibv.  «•  ntn't  uk  «ir Jiutliv:  V  ■»  nat 
(KMbKiiBaliir.naiiMnpHttoUdinainltt.  Ithoot 
toll  ■nfni  tlin  anU-abrrrjr  ot.  Siqipiw  oe  h(d  luid  ■ 
■akrllf  oIiila»bolilrni  In  Ibat  fnitorj  j  iiu|iBni*s  mlonrili 
af  abiillthnlau  h(4  (ntb-n  Um  iiyaua  uDd  n-vl-lrjr  lata  Ib^r 
hwli  aail  hHl  k«l  iflmn  nut  uT  Ihlrtj'tiur  cuiuith«  not 
er  th*  toaTanUap  1  aopf-iK  lb«T  bad  finud  a  iBiuUlalVia 
vllb  aclaunprublblUiii:  ilavirrv,  aiuL  bad  Mnt  II  to  Cm- 
fNM  vUluul lubailltlnii  it lu iiBiijnrdjr iiT Iba  lr«*I  iMcni 
«  aoppgw  Oimy  had  ■nlmUlHl  all  ihvIii  at  tb»  cou 
to  Um  pcipslar  *Mn  urn''  Or  •'"  elaiiM  iirnblblliiu 
kiMivtBft  U  niild  be  TMcd  «'*B  It  >abnilU<l  to  th>' I 
Bf  tlu  paDpI*;  lUMnHiU'li  a  'luit  ou  tbo  olfaer  .  „  — 
iMaa  ttbaullxd  to  Ovgnvi,  aad  >a  bad  tbm  branl  Ibe 
kbnlBtMHM  uf  a  mnmiiliiB  (nDltndal  f >f  l<j  Blaik  llr)iub- 
Ikana,  damiiidlnii  «r  Cuiivm'  <u  anoaJn  Iba  dortrlaa  of 
•IwitiMacv,'  I  t4l  JOB  turn  otvj  i<0Bttan'D  van  wonlil 
kaio  bno  la  arau,  ami  vmld  b*  rounl  lo  ibi  ■hMldliif  of 
Uuod.  rathar  than  nbiBll  to  Ciiamwa  l)i<taiLliv  opon  a 
majmllj  of  pnnlaTHT  i>r«|ilr  n  arhitrari  rruriiit  of  a 
nun  eontimtluii.  aaiBlboiiiHi  lo  pmrlaim  Ita  rnn<UlutliiB 
vlthoulan  cipRi«|[rint.  DibiltllisiiiuK  priiicipla,  acoiin- 
pajdtol  bj  trkkorj  aad  ITaiid'  *Wp  it*  irillioic  Iri  ilo  uutn 
ctbara  Hi  va  vdiiLI  Iwtv  (btta  do  unio  uil^  Tfaa  ^ulbarn 
pvDple  aik  tin  do  lujaalkv.  Du  iOH|UaUt]r." 


ultcfwl  bafiiT^  IHM.  I  Llii[ik  illd^-rratlj.  I  bate  b»  ^aco 
Kirar/uui-BtuB  tbaliaanl  luv.  It  It  ran  bs  ailrnd.)!*  I 
I>r1lji(  It  un  In  It  will  br  d"iir  In  niB*  linal  war.  If  II 
miiBM  to  done.  a>  •■■»•■  ir  V-  nBant.  I  >«Bau(  IkIb  It.    I 


au(  brlB  It 
.n  tUi  bfl 


ulbn  «■•  mi'nbUIi^  lo  lb*  panplr.  aa 
liMinlk'4  Uia  Hiaki'UtbiB  niiiibwl  It 
ntUkd  l<r  a  n^]>«4t]' nr  all  1)iv  ' 
hldi  *.4>HL  Cr  ami  BBli  -  -  ' 
le  at  lb*  tlrihlrlilalvlavtl 
,-_,  ,- .rib*  ■►P*  i-BNt.      II  ■■■  w^-r-^  --, 

jlUV.anil  Ihut  bjr  a  uilii<<rlii  i.t  V..I1T.  In  Ihi)  rtali 

1  rappiiH'  lb*  (iiiii,-  lbln«  BiiT  I-  .\:nr  rlx^ahi'lT.  nllhoBEl 
1  do  not  mHU  tu  dloulc  Ibat  It  alia.l  W  dun*  clnrDbar 

DoB.JninV.WiuaiiKiIT.-nDunn.'.ln  >Ihi  IIouw  of  It» 


Dix.  7S7 

ha  ii^latun  4w<  Kllrct  i»|<nlar  FoBiiiDi-nt  iiMpi'tl;  and 
intiralj'i  but  III  Ibr  nMauIni:  i<f  lh|-  |<hni>r.  i>b>'ii  aviu*''! 
JO  Dur  (yitwi.  ft  \*  tne  lu  thwiy.  iluit  iIh- nTr-y-tiinilii'- 
ef  the  pMipla  art  tbf  i>Miple-  Sir.  U  wa<  thi*  l-H^ini'J*  iif  i>i" 
tda  of  Kaa-aa.  nut  .-ara.  vhi'tl..^  tlx'T  m^iiM  1»vi-  th-ir 
itllathu  ouhnllM  In  tiitn>.'1>.T  ^r  nillflniil..n.    11  .i 

Bcnpla.  tba  ri«hl  ti<  drli^lr  llii'lr  aiitlu'riir  in  Ini^.iinl  ]>' 
rnm  Ibalr  wweiwi^ity.    Thi>  riiilil  I'l  il-l*-iniii>  tln-tr  pi-H-^. 

srlraa.    Tha  pHi|ilt-i«rKanHH  t1iniii::h  1  hi 'Ir  lawful  HT^'ni-. 

>llC*d  II  In  UiHr  inrn nr. ■•  n< r-ry  {.Ti-Wij  nt-.iu .1 

X  Ofdllfcra.  It  na  cnaplBln  tl^al  Ih  .r'biT.''  f'niUi  llu'lr  n  11 
——■'va  In  ■iH'lr  .»■  wst.  »  »¥■;  lin.l  a  ri::1it  In .]..  im.i. .- 

_j«>»inlBluB4iiflhf  Kann^Vrl'n-knMll.iiiddnHiiri' 

of  Ibafli  belii»  tb<T  an  ailiBliti'ri  Ihal  iIi't  rhiJI  «inn  It  \:, 

the;  riui)  niuy  it  In  ■  ■•inia^  rr-'-rri^-I  I'.r  a  uin)>'ritT  '>'r 
" — nw.n  Thdati-  llir  imlrliTiiliiaiit  uiaiiiiiirirMhiii. 

iipin  afRah  tbp  wniii.ia  vblih  hai''  h>  l"ii;  sIGH-d 

th*  mmitlj.  K  nwinrilT  of  Dia  i.lnln.  tiint  haM'  S-m  Hi|. 
■mod  Into  tbo  riilin  aln.T  lh»  fl.nniil<-.n  at  Uk  F<>d.^[ 

BtH  Mihnlll^d  to  Ihf  vnt-  lit  thii  [■■O].!!'.    Minj  vf 

, .  and  I'l  Ihal  iplnii  I  nlM*  uo  iil^'tiiin,  wJhti-  rbi>  jh^h 

]ja  of  Ibe  lerriliTleii  tht-umL-lTia  mv  pptjiiir  lo  lake  that 

'  Hat  (hall  It  N>  Hiil  that  an  ihix'  Ftalii  «hlrb  hiiTe  hwo 
Min  tl.pn<al>nl.'nrT.«lii<-li  dl<<  !.«'  bika  iliat  roiinu-. 

■  >     Dun  anjrnnatpvrt  that  an'.'n'nfFaflanninlttad 
en  niruwB  nallTr  ptati-vn;'  a<linllii'd  Inln  th>- Unlnn. 

beeaiwe  brr  1*Kip>  had  nufbli^niv  In  Iba  Inli-ifrllr  and 
bnnnrt'f  Ilia  di-k^ln  wh"  ni»iildr,t  hi-r  fiinilaiurntal  law: 

:  wuuld  U  ip.inu'  Terr  oTr  G>r  any  i>n.-  f  a-^anir  Ihai 
■ni  ami  tint  it  i-aiiiiui  -mi-iwHrui1y  !«  mKlnlaiiwI  \tr 
luraa  uT  raaHninir-    Sir,  tiiay  wTin  an<  iIk-  tviA  fH>>Tiil' 

■  ailon  in  tlw  nOr  i.f  l!l..'p,-.i;ip7(  I'li'^'  qiu^allnn  In- 
I  In  IhH  riii.daniHntnl  l-n.  iiin>  \-  ci-ux'.l  tT  liii-ir 
^  tu  xnaa  rxli'iil.  ui ■  •lu.-rlnn.    If  llmr  h'tki" 

■brii  I  nmtlilrr  III-  mbar  urt^t  n-<-ii1ia  vMi-h  a  arinz  ati>t> 
Bar  brint  Blinil,  lluL  w  ^.^  t1«'  11I.»A  ll.  |iiH.ii.'»n  |«irty— 
Ibal  pattjr  vhb'h  liBH  rv  lu  niiiiUiii-'PlnliU-IHii' llinl  dAi- 

lau'tar  ><r  Ilia  iviiil"  i-f  ih>  i-ciliork-.  U'l  ublrb 
I'F  t<i  ilia  iinipl'  tta'tnir  tln'  ii'jlit  ti<  i:<'iiTii  lli<'niia'ln<j> 

tr  llHF  »ll  'If  tha  BU>>Tlly  I'a'itI  U-i't-,'^  iliat  Vnii  hnr 
"- — pnllnR  Bloiil  |>i|>ular  rluliid  ni>.|  llin  rnnlon  of  tbe 
I  Bltb  i»  iilber  lliau  Ti  llii.»  uf  <il-^-u.t." 

I.  F.  K.  Z<'UiiMrrRk  iiT  T<-nn<->.'M.  lu  the  IIidm  of 


-It  bw  b< 


al  Airlplne  iif  laipulnr 


boanfiw  Iboa;  bt,  Itr.  urbil'i  1  dii  U"!  (djnt  to  Ibe  |>rii>- 
»lv  or  allowliijs  tlie  vaipbi  iit  anj  Ivrrlliir  or  atale  tn  eolo 
kHr  tUnilaia^ntal  Jaw.  jrl  I  nB.  tif  no  Bwna. 


ai»wei^tj  la  rk^aiailp  iior  fltfaninH'nla-  jilafe  abd,  .  -. 
nl.  an  rrpnaHiUtloln  Ihnlri'liiirai.'tFr.  Can  It  be  laild  thai 
Iba  lawa  wbli'b  wa  aivH't  bant  dn  nnEprabndj  tlwQIofiiiir 
■'- — --  ' ma  th-j  are  ncd  all  nbflilllad  Ibt  tbeb- 


tbal  tba  legMalBiw  of  Iba  n 


ilrb  thaj  hailaliilrnj<^prt 


•  b:>  I 


katt-u. 


Dot  lliny  did  b'pI  are  jmit^i 

OBtaKunTaaX'ouhiiimiu/ltlullil-'i^.p'b-. 'Tlilatt'a'W.'ll 
nndiuvbni  nl  tbp  time  tli>  ■t-'lreati''  y.nv  "l-i'li'il :  ami  tlih 
mndai'aHa.liipie-luiion  tbemdl-i'rtai.li.linl  ihnry  thittT 

ajrnlra.  rbrihrd  >llh  III' 
tvaitimt 


ia:(llluialalji 

one-half  of  Shtrtalranniii 
mnda.  and  that  >liirlib  nil 
eomomn  B-acaa  iu  ■  ivpn" 
It  b  tbo  Iwllar  naid-  <t  u<il 
miHt  rrrraotJlied  pnnaH'l 
country. 
•■Inil<-'d.lBllii-< 


-jqibliran 

■  lib  Iba 
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the  Con^tltntfnn  of  th«  UnltM  StatoH.*  If  tfaey  haTe  rhoHen 
•  way  of  thi'ir  own.  satiiiractory  to  t.hcinR«-lv«s — tho  lni»trii- 
fluoni  bnlnf;  rfpublican  and  not  Tiolativu  of  the  CoiiKtitutloii 
cf  tbe  Uiiittnl  StAtiui — what  riKlit  havH  penMHin,  out»iiiu  nf 
tho  territory,  to  olJtM-t  to  itf  Wbnt  rljrht  hsw  Ci>ujrr«w  to 
Interpose*,  and  pre.-i(Ti>)«  to  t\w  pi^oplr  uf  a  pUite  a  iiitnltt  diF- 
Ibreiil  fmm  that  thi.'y  tbi'iiiwIveK  ^hnrt  tor  furniiiiK  f«'r 
thciti't' M  HS  a  utato  cfnihtltutinu  ?  \Vh:it  risht  to  my  to  the 
p<>opIc  of  Kniiras — ■Tnu',  yon  hnro  a<inpu>d  r  roiiKtiluiiun 
\id(Kt  (he  tu!l  snurlluni<  of  the  organic  law.  without  \ioh<ting 
either  the  iirinoiplex  cf  that  act  or  the  ("onKtitutinn  of  the 
United  .Stales:  hut  yuu  have  ncit  proo^oded  In  the  mixir.  wo 
think  juv/t-rrtW.*,  au'j  llicri'tore  wo  «iy  to  you,  your  work 
ahall  Ik.1  doue  over  nKainf*  It  is  i'onci«di«l  thut  thiM  n*pn>- 
aentiitivu  uiode,  adoptrtl  in  Kauiqui.  haif  h<*(^n  purFiu«il  in  a 
m:^iirity  (ifthe  Hlale!*  inithfut  cf*mpUiint — :tnd  whu  ran  dtnil-l 
that  hut  for  slaver}'  iu  thli  raac,  thifi  ol'JL'Ctiuu  would  not 
nuw  bo  hvanir* 


The  Kansas  Conference  Dill. 

TiiK  foHnwinp  pren*nt  the  oplnionn  of  h'adinn;  men  on  tho 
KanKM  CoDfenjDce  Bill,  takeu  from  the  di'lwteA  in  CongreNi, 
letterHf  iip«echcR,  Ac : — 

Hon.  Jonir  A.  nixr.iiiii  of  Ohio,  in  tho  IIouw  of  Reprc- 
■entilivrn,  April  '2;J<1,  1K5S. 

"  I  do  not  tind  fault  with  tbi'«  hill  1)rran-*A  it  a^ert.x  the 
pow«'r  ofG'iijirj'}*'*  to  ann^x  ninditiiMH«  pixwdi-nt  n|xm  whioh 
«loiii>  thi;  .ilaiii  of  KanKtiH  is  to  ixmw  into  tli«*  I'nion.  I  And 
tnnit  with  thi-«  hill  liiM-nuM\  in  my  jiid>;iiHnt.  it  in  a  (rrrat 
rriiM".  not  only  u,:ainKt  the  pi>«>pic  of  Kaiisai*.  hut  against  the 
t^)U^tituti•^l  of  our  (tmiui.m  country,  and  agHlnht  the  hocred 
rl^^hM  of  human  nature. 

"(iloz*)  that  hill  over  with  what  wordN  you  may,  U  in  a 
«triU'H  crime :  onact  it  iuto  a  law.  and  it  will  be  a  loplslativo 
atriH-ily  en^nihs<-d  U|)OD  parrhinent  Dlcnify  thlii  ai-t  with 
what  title  you  pb>aM>,  history,  ntorn,  truthful,  impartial 
l.irt'irv,  will  ml  it  If  it '  An  act  tn  take  away  the  lilH.*rtiei<  of 
AmiTi<-tin  oitixonn.'  That  thiii  hill  lit  a  crime.  I  will  try  to 
kIiow.  In  tlie  lirst  plan*.  thl.<  I'lU  din'ii  not  RuhmiL  an  the 
K'utli-mau  from  Jlforiria  |  Mr. StJ-iiiii^nH'  Tery  fninkly arknow- 
icl,;''!'.  to  tho  p'  opl<>  i)f  K.iiiMtH  till'  qni'Htiim.  whether  they 
will  ai>iinnf  "V  nf't  thf  l.i*c«iUipt<>ii  conRtitution. 

"Iiih'iMd  of  that.  *ir.  it  itnbinitH  to  tlii'm  a  hnhf  in  the 
way  of  i.amlti  and  iiioni-y.  and  hayM  to  thcin,  'if  you  will  vote 
for  tliiK  pr'>|<'i.>iiir<ii  \i>ii  ihhv  ronie  into  thi'  Tnion  uiuh>r  the 
('oii<'tit -iiiMii  fniiiiiii  iit  liiH:u:iipt'>ii  on  tlm  7th  dtiy  of  Novt-ni- 
\-:>T.  X"-'.,!  '.  Iiiit  iryou  r'jit't  lliis  liriln-  lli-  jMMialty  whii-h  will 
f)l]nv  >>)i;ill  If  ili.'it  Mm  shall  ni)t  (-•inu*  into  tin*  TTnioii  as  a 
i>t.iie  iiiiiil  Yoii  hii;ill  )i:iv>'  )i  j)<<]u:liiti>n  I'lpMl  to  thi*  ratio  of 
r-''|iri"i>-ri!:iii'>:)  -it  tlif  tinh>  li"  ytiur  ^u^"■•lU'.'nl  applicittinn.' 
I  Kiy  Mi./li  a  thin;  j«  wirlnmt  prfn-di'nt  in  tin*  h';^isl;ili<iii  nf 
tin*  ••■nutry  :  is  iin.iudniri/.iil  1  y  fiiid  in  ilii»-<'t  rontravi-ntion 
of  till-  ('<Mi><Mtuti<)n  -If'  till"  I'liiti'il  M:iti"i.  TImto  w  nothiof; 
ill  thf  ('■'nstiiiinnii  of  tlii>  l'iiii».->l  Stiiti'H  uhlrh  ;;i\es  eclnr- 
aMi"  aulh  inty  t  r  Miih  lf:;i>!alii>n.  Tii^n^  is  n.ithin:;  in  the 
p.i«>t,  Itvi^liiii  )ii  of  tl.is  <>iuiiilry  that  L'ivi'.i  i>ol<,r:i)>lti  antliorily 
fiir  it.  It  i'4  a  oiii,i,|i>  i«rt  itf  d<-sp<iri>ni  ntli-uiptril  to  Ih> 
i>n;irli'd  In-iii  li\  lli»-  < '. iiij;ii-s-  ».f  thi'  '"nitrd  Stiitt-'!  un<li-r 
c'Vircr  tli.il.  Coiistit  iiti-iii  ^^liirii  Im-mps  lii.*  jm-itIi'-'J  iiarin^  <<{' 
W.i-liin.:t<iti.  It  wiTi"  Ihtii-r.  .-ir.  tii:it  lli:it.  s.icpii  in>-trn- 
nu'iil  "IkiuM  |<>ii(>h  iL-i  tli-ii-_li  Miii-l<>  l>y  tlii>  li,;lili)iii^  of 
li)-avi-n.  tlhin  lli.it  :t..y  n-ivI:  iw\  .-is  ll.  it  now  i-P'Iio.m'iI  Khi'uld 
Ik*  |iIm'i-1  np-'ii  <»iir  si.ilii:i-)"  <>!;.  \\\\.\\  \n  it*  Why.  that 
til"  (''•ii;.'ii«-s  n!"  till'  I'rriini  ,"^|;ili'.-;  >liall  (h'l.ttn  In  frin'tiiHU 
that  tli-y  .«lii!l  .-ii-it|it  uniltr  p.kins  aini  |ir:i:ilti<!s  a  T>riU'. 
and  tiiiT-li\  I 'M-unii'  >-nliji«l  to  n  cinstiru'lnn  which  th>^y 
n<Mri>  iii.-i>li'.  vvlii  ll  tlit'v  :tMi<  r.  .■ii)<i  wliiili  tln'y  h.t\e  (\>u- 
d-Miini-iil  I  '.)y.:i';-i  >.\.;  irwirln-ut  tl:>f  li-:ir  Kfiontrailictlon. 
th:if  till"  ^ciiiii«;  «i.  "ur  CoiiKfimti'i'i  i^ihi*:  ihat  new  .state 
(^•imtii  iiljons  niii.-<r  i-mrtiiiitc  tV  lOi  the  ( i-oplt>  within  tlic 
linii!s  of  III"  pri'-'M-l  ^ttl^l•.  .'inil  _/"#••. ;ii  itn  >it'u'r  murc^.  In 
fniinin.4  a  x'-i*-'  •■■•n«.iiriitii  n.  tlii'\  ai"  su'-j-.-ci  to  tiic  liiiiita- 
ti'iii.j  <<f  \U<'  i-'i-d'-r.il  ('i>iisii>utiiii.  and  thi>  liuiiLatioiis  ur 
rc"'tri-'ti.in"»  ini|v>-' 'I  h\  .i.'t«  oM'- ni;rff»«.  Tlii'v  may  do  any- 
tlii:i;  in  fnuiii.iu  tiirir  i-iJi-itiiuS-'ij  tli:it  is  imt  iniH-inxistiMit 
w'W'n  tin*  prii.  isi-<ii-j  ll!"  that  in»trr.iiu'nt.  ur  df  sueh  re»lri''tiv« 
••n:i-"Mii«'iits.  Till'  i(i>Mi.'nt  t)ii-v  vi'ilni*'  llii>>e  provi<ii'iiis, 
til  ir  c-ii!<4!iinii->ii  oii.^^nt  t'l  h.'  ji-ji-cti;-i  liy  (.\>n;;ruiiA.  That 
1-4  .i-ir  ii'i-iti-'ii. 

■■lint   thi-  l>i11  •i--sii!n.-H  llw  Ti-ry  rnnlr.iry.  and  providei* 
lliii'  r<>n  :!!■>■•  hliii',1  a  ii-pi  a  •-l>;l^•'irlll.i..l  uhich  wah  framed 
hy  •■i!>.|'ii.»t-.r-<  -it.  I,f  •I'lc'-nn.     Tli"  ]M-i'ple  of  KaUKim  never 
frini-- 1  il,  liv  i! -if.'ati's  "r  i.tliiTwis".    »)n  tlie  contrary,  on 
tl.i-  4;li  ■i:i\    «l°  ^l^t  .'.'in.i.iry.  ten   tli'iiDv'ind  of  the  lawful 
xmIi  r-  of  lliil  liiri'ry.  a  l.-ir-^i-  ii;\i  liiv  nf  all  iL-i  i|ualifii.*.l 
i-Ii'.'jnr-;,   ■-•iti'Ii'inni-d    this    in-itrirnciit    at   the    hnllot-Ujx.  ■ 
Th«'v    ncviT   frajiii'ii    ll::it    in'>'niiii>':ir.     It   wan    framed,   I 
.111  iiil.  I'V  •i('li"^:iti'S  at  F.ii*'-fn|>t.in :  hut,  nn  1  had  •"M-i'awon  to 
nay  oil  a  forin-r  o<"i-.t-«i-)ii.  lli-'V  ■wi'"<'  d:"li'..:nti'9  whom  the  ' 
^•sil'li*  liai  ni'\i-r  i-lio^'n.  nor  imtiiori/i'>l  to  be  rhu.m'n,  and  [ 
th-  V  .  ntv  ."at  in  icifety  ,-it   hi'>-uni|>tun  und<T  cover  of  fe<leraJ  : 
bt/ouctj*'.         •         »         *         ,*••♦♦! 


"Do  yon  not  In  pone  an  nnjniitand  anhfr  roodiUnB  hf 
thlji  bill  whi'n  you  thorviu  declare  that,  if  tli«  |)iH>pl«  artcpi 
tJii*  bnbe.  they  ahull  com«4  into  the  Uniou  uuder  thtf  Ij^ 
»'Uiptoii  conhtituliou.  although  they  bavf  imly  fifty  th(«* 
Niiid  population;  but  It  IlifV  ifjift  lb*)  bnl*.  ihty  rbouM 
not.  nonie  iu  under  a  n-nrtii'ution  of  lh>'lr  rboii'i-  till  they 
Nbail  hare  a  population  of  nin>'ty  threi>  thuuaand  f<>ur  huu- 
drvd.  the  pn-Nent  ratio  of  rfpn*sentatloii.  ur  a  Mill  grvul^' 
uuinLN>r,  If  litftiire  that  lime  thn  ratio  )je  iucnaMtl* 

"lint,  hir,  there  ia  anolhi-r  «>l>jection  to  thin  ni^A^nrtk 
SuppiiHe  Ihat  the  pCHi[d<>  of  Kali^aa  ««ni  ptrrmitled  to  ^i>tft 
diici-tly  U|i«.)n  thiri  conmltniinn — I  hay  that  like  Con isrHMt  t-f 
tliK  United  ^tali'H  hasdiiiim  to  p«-rli»rin  whieli  It  ir  not  al 
UN  rty  to  waive;  and  i>ne  of  thcM*  dot  Km  ia  to  ■«■«•  u*  it  tlwl 
no  coiiHlitUtion  ahall  y^  iuto  u|ierathin  with  the  n indent  <>f 
l'oll)£rv•)^  which  dcnien  Iho  ri^lit  of  a  majority  of  t\iV4/initw 
/id  r<;f'.rs  to  auiend.  alter,  oi  cfaan^  it  at  tli»  ir  pU-aaure. 
sjuch  a  c«)Urttitution  if  not  rtjjul'/ifvjii.        •        «.        « 

"There  Lh  annlhfr  provi-^inn  in  thin  nmi'titulinn  to  whirh 
I  dcfire  to  call  atU'iition;  and  that  is  the  pro^i»i4>n  that  il 
hhall  ne\er  be  «o  auieiidiil  an  to  afltHt  tbo  t-wnerahip  t4 
prii|Mrty  in  nlave-«.  What  U-iinncn  of  jrHutbim-n's  i<(itloii< 
of  Ktate  H«n>fn'iinty.  if  the  lV>njrrei«f.  of  the  ri.ib-l  ."^tat***  ran 
pvi!  force  and  uITirt  to  auch  a  Inw  ah  tbih?  IH  (-«  no|  eVfry 
man  here  know  that  even  if  my  o»ni>trucli«in  (  f  the  conaii* 
tntirin  wvre  wrrai);.  and  a  ui-tjority  of  the  qunlifiiTi  %o(en>  of 
Kao^as  were  to  attempt  to  amend  their  roti«>tituti<>n  m>  M 
to  aliulifh  tho  oHner^hip  of  pn>|i«'ny  In  nlanii.  after  Uiit 
atnN'iouH  thim;  had  lHii«me  the  fundamental  law  of  fb<» 
HLite  by  the  ar:^ent  of  ContrreitM,  surh  anii'iidnieiif  wi  ulii  l« 
held  by  Ihat  citadel  of  tilnvery  ««l.irh  in  hn'aii'd  in  the  bar* 
of  thin  Tapitul  to  lie  in  violalinn  of  vcfcti-d  ri,;hi«.  ami  thrre- 
ffire  void?  The  Mln»le  jniwer  of  the  (renenil  tri^vi-rnnimt 
would  be  arrayed  to  ^u^tNin  that  vt^Kieil  r1i«lit.  if  yr-u  pleaa*. 
apiiiint  the  e^pretui.'d  will  of  a  majority  vf  the  (n.-4t(.l«  vt 
Kannart. 

"^^ir.  thin  In  thn  first  ln>tanre  In  whir-h  th<»  Con^rreMr.f  tha 
United  States  ban  attempted,  by  tormal  enaduient.  to  piva 
fh-rfiefiiitjfln  thia  iii>litutiiin  of  >Iavi  ry  wllbiu  tbe  limit'  and 
juriMliction  of  a  noven  li:n  ftato.  As  a  ^t1tt-^il;llti>  mau. 
I'tandlnR  here.  pled»(til  ai>  1  am  to  niiiinlain  tin*  rt^hi«  of  the 
pitiple  and  the  ri.^lttn  of  tlie  stater,  I  |  rot  eat  a.ri'in*'t  thin 
daii^feroua  aiwuuiplion  of  |Miwer.  and  rlaim  that  it  ia  tbr) 
right  of  the  Novereijn  {MHipie  within  tbe  limit*  of  a  btal*  tn 
abolish  the  in^tllutilin  of  .ohi^i-ry  ut  their  plt^axure.  lii«« 
any  repreiwnlalive  frt-ui  the  N>uih  aM-«-rt  tliU  powirr  to  be  m 
Coiixn-K-*?  •  •  •  •r  •  • 

"  Hy  thia  bill,  nir,  we  are  not  nuly  to  aant'tiim  tha  mf^n- 
htroui  atnif-ity  of  elmttel  rl.iiery.  I  ut  we  iiti-  !#»  xr.y.  il  iU» 
niajmity  will  accept  the  l.rih'.  tl.at  arr-«-ily  «lj:il.  »,-  ;- r 
IHitUiil.  We  are  to  a,rp^«»  th.it  the  cbiMren  if  wr- n::  :.iil 
o|ipre-'.>.ion  in  Kan»H.'<  ^h-ill  h^ivi-  n>><li-ltv'-r.-4ti<i'  in  t;  •■  lutur*-: 
that  they  and  th<-ir  ihil-lre!i  .shall.  ti<-m  •.'tin-n'ti  n  (••  ci-ri^- 
nilion,  ti'il  on  in  the  hi>u-e  i-f  tloir  I'liifl:.:^'-.  in  ihe  viri< 
of  tlli.><  ili^trnUl'-nt.  that  nin,itr,\ttu,n  t'l  -U  ••  e-i.--.'.  V'Ttt, 
Ut  afftti  th*'  nwH.i-jiii/t  •./  j'r>-f"itif  in  r'  t-:*.  >.p.  ih^  .Nn.-rt- 
can  ('ori};r»S"«.  l-y  tlii"»  eiiiii-ino  nt.  i-  t-i  ■!#  c'ap'  t}:ii  if  Mk 
niiiji.rity  will  aci-ipt  tin' /»ri'/,  t||.«  Ciin.'re--  of  t!.-  lijiN-.! 
.^tateri  will  perpetuate  the  ll -rrid  lie  that  iii.«  uian  n..a>  i-f 
ri;:ht  .■*«*11  hi'«  brother  f'»r  thirty  j  iece-*  uf  ►ihtr;  -.*««  Ju>L;« 
^olll  our  Lord ! 

"  I  Niy  to  iientli-nii'n,  you  insiv  pi-n  th**  bill.  !»nt  vr.u  .-aB- 
nol  make  liie  Ii«  {•••r|.<.-io:il.  \  li.- i-iniet  li^i- fr  i'«.  r.  it !.  up 
iio^ii.Hlity  in  it.  .'*oo;ii-ri  r  lati  r  it  ions'  p*  ri.-h  r»-r--tiMT# 
the  atni-ity  that  a  injiji-riry  tii.ty  of  ri:rhi  e:i-laT»'  tl,.  mmh  - 
rit>,  t»r  iliiie  il  into  n  ttiriiI<-><  •  v:l«"!  Mnk*-  tin*  ru.-  "f 
wrr'n-.;  perp»'ti..nl!  Tl.'-te  is  iiuMuni:  jM'rp.-in-ii  Imt  ii  •!.  Hit 
truth,  llis  jii^li<e.  and  the  enaiiir*-*  of  Hi-  li.ticl.  I  iss>  ti- 
p'ntli'men  on  the  othiT  'iilc  v.'ii  hsvi-  i:  in  >i>ur  i-mw.t  i«i 
i«ive  onrco(ii:try  from  thic  I'.'-il  di>h'ii.«>r.  Wliy  i|i.  \i.i\  b.*t 
late  to  deny  your  a*s«'nf  tn  thi»>  i.'i'*«t  *  n-n-^  ?  I»  i'  »r-,  iu>a 
you  iN'Iievi-  Hlth  the  I'r-si- lept  •  III  it  dnerv  ♦■\i«.».i  1.1  Ka*i 
WIS  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  ri>ii»:iiiili'>n  of  ih  .  Iriitil 
Sftate.*?'  In  it  l.it.iU"*"  >iii  t-i  Ijeve.  wiili  ivri-,ii,  j-:-'!^.! 
tounotiii«t>s  of  our  day.  tliat  Kiaverj  is  tlie  ii/.iu-.l  nrnl  i-  r 
uial  condition  of  the  Lilx-rin.:  man  :  It  ih.i;  1"  \  u-  n  i>- 
\iction,  act  it  oiit :  hay  -«  m  wi'nl.-.  It  !<•  yi-nr  t;.Mi*  ni.i 
your  duty  to  de«-lare  it.  .^nd  by  an  '•\"U.  in:ii.iji  aM>wal  if 
it,  you  wiil  ci>iiiniau-l  the  ii-«:e<;  •  f  ih- m*  i»bii  liitl.'!  fttiii 
you  fir  yourcand'ir.  if  ^ou  can  i:>-^ir  li>i)e  t<i  ••t.||iiii:,iij  tb>-( 
appmvai  of  your  prim-ipli's.  I^---!  ire  ••peidy  yi-ur  irin*  i  nr- 
{KiM' and  intent.  Fi'r  limj"-*  i-.tkei|>  not  <|;irk  tb.*  :^".\i  j«-j" 
under  falsi*,  auii.  if  I  may  }•*•  alW  ««•  d  the  ex|.ri->»i'  i:  wli  til 
meniiini;  to  lie  ofToii-ive.  fraii>iiil>']it  iTeN-n-c^  if^tai'  rij.'iT* 
and  iMipiihir  Kovcn}.;niv.  Wliv  il>  \"n  l-i-sit.-iie  i-.:i\  ei-ilr 
what  \»iiir  ».Ui>iMirt  of  thi"!  l-dl  loainli-Htl*  iHH--rr»— i!:M  It  i« 
your  puriMjse  to  e4|»blish  .iinl  ut  b- 1 1  cli.itti-l  oj.iti  r.'i  m  ka-- 
riis  under  the  firms  of  Jaw  aod  nt  nil  luir:inl>>  W  liy  d- 
you  hesitate  to  n\ow  ihi-«  purj"-'-:  N  il  ni-t  tf-.tiiM*  >•■« 
feel  and  know  Ihat  Its  diotin-i  a«i>Mil  wniini  « l.'-|.-if%  th« 
nation,  and  hiimm>in  it  l<>  a  sl«  rn.  unit-  I.  •l-tk.tnT  ri  «i«!4r.n'  ? 

"  1  say  to  L;t'nl|i-nien  on  the  orb--p  ^i  i,-.  Mb"  •-.Mtit-<-^  iiia 
majority  of  thin  li.iiiM«>,  yuu  iir.y  I  HS"  (hi-  liil  ii.t  •  a  La«; 
you  may  liidue<'  the  maj'irily  ti>  mvpi  ii*  pn-irerM  tnU* 
you  may  thereby  impose  ui>ou  tiuii  young  tcrrili^ry  tba 


r 


'pixnralUi  itmnalgiwiiBtl  npatHdrhuid.  Ths 
nd  dongitAiu  Af  IT'^'**'^  (hw^  srmvvB  dT  huDtn 
nr.u*  icIiInK  uptlu-lr  dMnl.  Tbnn  lii  hibh  la  Ibi 
Hdfi (iwii  telUi.  IM  iHBun  otomiUrl,  irliMi  batrn- 
^  "■»  ittmmti  Horn  I'ui*  id  Sl  l>rianbanE,  »»  furinJ  j 
teAij  IbD  mlelil]>  liMirt  Dt  tiM  mrld  Rmid*  ilJII,  »*<(- 
Uia  nsurTMtkm  oT  tlm  nutiiiiH,  ud  tbil  finil  t[liinl|ih 
ta  r4|[hl  IbnUliI  <n  praptiwr  inil  InTnkiil  hi  nnt,  "hm 
Anssl  of  [»Hi«.n»  .bill  l«.l  HipU.lljr  OPH'*'  I" 
•rtnw  lb*  ehJId  dul  thai>lii;<irtht>iir(h'I<jld  •g^.pnnc 
■  tB  bcT  niMI  Bicnd  tnOJUoiii,  Alw  U  tast  knllHSt  friul, 
»j  All  propon.^  •nulnwol,  (nnwal  lo  rtrlllB  dnwn 
— r  ta  hK  owa  lampJa,  lod  Kiiia  cbiliu  tbr  lur  Dvn 

I.  Bonn  Bcnnm  of  Ne>  York,  In  the  ElaaH  or  Be- 
'Tka  flrrt  jiilliio  of  llii«  Kl  offoni  Ihe  ii»i>l«  nf  II«b«i 

~  '  kiaiiMtK''l«u<h  iuMMMIUupiiblii;  l»od>i)  term- 
_-.  J  mMQM  mr  «  aUto  nnlr«nltyi  ten  iwU™"  ftirpab- 
mlldlnn !  Imlvi  nit  tprtuc*  trilti  ili  Kcttona  of  Und 
mW^  ««1>,  .Dd  flw  |M  nrnt  o(  Iba  pw=«H  of  lb. 
0  of  all  Kb*  pnlillo  Imbd*  in  tbt  torrilnry.  I  rure  prv- 
"  '  A  ttaekudoHlcoa'Ut'meiitDf  thaabomit: 

:uuu, 12«,ffi3  art.  mtloi. 


APrailSIZ. 


tw 


PTOtMh  Ibrthar.  tbit  m  ■  iDaj"rl<T  •"Ude  'propMltlnD 

>U>lii>l>viT,  ahull  b>»B>Bl>l>  and  tlKilnts.'   MhiUt, 
^...ili™  n)<Xd,«  itaall  bt  ' —  ■'—■ ■  ■■-'■■  ■■—  -■- 

pualtioa.'   And  thea,  n«anliiii: 


•BM]inalhi|c1ha«ipBliUiiQ  nl  Knnna  ai  ftrtir  thmmmd 
»■ .. — ..1  u_,  ,,  ,  f^i^  oirurM  out  nt  Ihf  »iibll8 

(Hbe  IB  HMIbc  p»ii1>  innundrr  Ibair  rt(tat  nt  adapUn« 

id  to  tiiiB  b)r  liu  alan  p"vHr.  ublrh^a)'  hava  oiini 
Mlad.bjxoMitnoMDnaiilwBit  Fa  ba  palrt.  If  Ui^ 
nt  tba  (rim  and  oUanKa  lli'lr  ruW^  ntlwwlaa  Is  ba 
l&UI  If  an  Individual  had  rMfaml  a  Tol-rll'ednllva 
^ — VI- _^..  „,  ttio«inai™W<irl,b«irfiBld  juitlr  ba 

_._ and  InAnwu  puaMmmitl     Y*CthU 

Bnnoiaa  a  itholiuitia  ■r'l'iu  uf  tnbcry.  *>T  ibf  pmrhMw 
t  Mia  Bf  a  DiigarKy  at  all  tba  •sWn  In  U»  Urrllur;  I 
4  lllati  tMi  TllLout  «]F  Hfatd  ts  tba  vdlnarjr  ruUu  vf 

ila  M  dsH  nr  lutntt  Iha  oniimallnB  to  tfaa  twipti. 

■nlna  Itaa  impla  lu  ••JmU  to  tha  noKUtuDna  I  Tba 
b'thlacubanwdupimli'.  ab-lbaF  Iha  paopla  tif  Kan- 
^"^-111  Mwpt  a  gift  i«rlh  |i*.»Do,WUI  h.w7»ota(  Id 
11  It  la  Ibror  nf  EbaG  pm^wiiliinii  I    And  If  arwpWtd. 

«a  lo  ba  adnllM  w  •  (taU.    That  la  a  lUll  tU 

wam^L     But  tba  tav  anuu,  Iha>  if  tho  .rift  b  ■ 


9.  lal  Hia  wnisaaBUna  ba  nhal  Uu-J  maj.    Th 
M  Qm  niialtariibja  dfh'milaallon  of  Ok  pnopl*' 
„__  jadarihafrM>Mli->.    Whila  >h>  HopI' of  Knniaa 
HlM  glailly  *<«tK  IhT  irtfl.  and  whlla  Ibij  rarBintli  da- 
IB  Itajr  abaodw  tbalr  prIUeipMi  or  iiiriendK  Uisb  jiui 

Sob.  1L  L,  BonuK  at  Bonlh  CarvUiu.  la  tht  Uoiua  «f 

mdantaUtaa,  Ma;  dUi,  IH»i. 

'Tba  tai  obJMIon  »  Iha  Mil  U,  that  It  nihinl..      . 

''    LaronfibIB  nii^llUiltlnB  bdrfc  U  tha  p«opl"  of  Khnvia 

Mlsn  AT  nJntlon,  la  daaplit  of  tba  di'lnmLMn  of  Iba 


I  and  bfid  Ibni  llic 


tlil>  U  .inaallr  a  ai>bala4aD  or  Ita 

:=i.Si™,"'.T= 

Dol  Datlar 

■  bathar  Iba  nUnf  bo 

on  Iba  land  grant,  thu 

Ullog  pova 

r,  tc.  or  on  BBa  tutallr  iDjlSfrenl  quellluB  : 

miula , 

«alt  ba  thai  SaoA*.  a 

ba  adLulllad.  aod  on  tha 

la^  >^>^  t,  r«mn  i/  Ua( 

ii  tlHuallir  labmlltac 

back  la  tba  ptopla  Dir 

'^"  Itafldaa 

if^araialanded  Id 

KhrlBlrodimlBUtba 

Pill  Iba  wot 

VuHin,-*e, 

"Afiala, 

Iba  DMKlas  BMnon-il 

n.  htbraabilfd,  haied 

IbdroppnUIbiB  InlKa  Scitau  till 

,.,;„K  upon  th.  ground 

.1.'  ...nKmullDD  to  Iba 

-Pl-;,^''„ 

'!,.  1-  II  In  IbacDofcraoaa 
■T  II. m  Iha  ltenat«bUI, 
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btjond  thftfbar  milUons  of  acres.  No  one,  up  to  the  fiilure 
ot  the  Senate  bill,  saw  any  difllculty  as  to  the  ordinance, 
which  was  in  tact  no  part  of  the  constitution ;  and  ihvre 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  there  could  bo  any ;  for  Kansas 
had  herself  proposed  to  oome  in  with  the  Lecompton  con- 
stitution, and  would  haTe  been  in.  and  been  rectiived  by 
Oongress  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy,  by  the  act  of 
■ending  her  Senators  snd  memlMr  here  to  take  their  smts ; 
aiKl  neid  neTer  again  (and  probably  would  not)  liare  alluded 
to  her  ordinance.  No  Tute  by  her  people,  in  such  case, 
would  hare  been  necessary  to  admission.  Or.  she  might,  if 
rtie  had  preferred  so  to  du,  throuf^h  her  state  lt>Rislature, 
hare  wembled  a  convention,  and  thruu^fh  that  hsTp  aban- 
doned her  ordinance,  and  have  accenteti  our  pnipOMitiun.  In 
ttie  other  case,  br  the  conffrence  bill,  the  people  of  Kansas 
mutt  voU  offairty  before  thoy  can  get  into  the  Union  under 
the  lieoompton constitution.  Her  remaining  out,  under  the 
Senate  bill,  would  have  licen  voluntary  on  her  own  part; 
but  her  being  out,  imder  the  conference  bill,  is  oompulsorj; 
on  ours. 

**Bat  snppose  Kansas  had  said.  We  will  come  Into  the 
Union,  and  will  send  our  delegates  to  take  their  seats,  but 
will  negotiate  as  to  the  questions  of  taxation,  tlie  land 
grants,  Ac  8lie  would  unqueiftiiinably  linve  thus  been  in 
the  Union.  Yuu  could  not  nave  refumid  her  adniiMiiun.  If, 
then,  the  terms  of  ailjustment  could  not  have  IxH'n  agreed 
vpon  between  the  partieis  wlio  would  have  l>t>en  the  arbiter* 
^6  United  titatva  cnurtx,  who  could  have  tlmie  uothtng  more 
nor  less  than  have  ducided  that  Kanras  had  afHiuicst-ed  in 
our  proposition.  If  Kansas  had  In-en  content  with  the 
dedsion,  that  would  have  been  the  end  of  the  matter.  If 
ihe  had  insUted  upon  her  pruptwition,  she  would  thereby 
have  placed  herself  out  of  the  Union,  and  would  have  hod 
to  Ibrego  the  U>n<'flts  thereof. 

**  But  suppttM*  ^he  had  said,  upon  the  pa<tsagc  of  the  Senate 
bUl,  she  preftTred  staying  out  of  the  Unicm  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  that  bill  ?  The  South  would  have  lost  nothing,  as 
It  turns  out,  and  CougreM  could  tlien.  with  much  better 
grace  than  by  applying  such  rule  to  Kan<tts  In  the  confer- 
ence bill,  have  iNiiised  a  general  law  to  exclude  all  new  states 
till  they  should  have  the  federal  ratio  to  entitle  them  to  ad- 
mission. 

"  It  is  supposed  that  the  right  to  tax  the  public  lands  Is 
an  attribute  of  sovereignty  of  which  Kansas  could  not  be 
deprived,  or  deprive  herself,  and  yet  be  'admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  thirl»>n  states 
In  all  respects  whatever.'  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  difference  between  the  orijdnal  thirt^«>n  Mtate^  ami  the 
territories  is  very  marked.  TLio«y  utatfH  woro  inileiM'ndHnt 
sovereicntics.  poH.4es!<cHl  or  thu  right  of  eminent  doinrtin  out- 
fide  of  tlio  Unitm.  and  anterior  to  thn  .ii1n|»ti'in  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.  The  sovcreigMty  '>f  lh«  t<Trilf»r !••!*.  nn  th«  o>n- 
trary.  is  in  the  states  of  this  Union — the  right  of  t.txing  the 
public  lands  along  with  it  Now  it  se«>m4.  at  li.tH  Kvn  dont* 
again  and  again,  that  ConcreHs  niiiy  ntsHfve  this  (uu-civijrn 
right  of  taxKtinn  in  the  enabling  u«*t.  or  in  the  act  admitting 
a  state,  carved  out  of  these  territories.  But  if  wo  grant  the 
position  to  be  true,  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  sovervis^nty 
of  the  UnittHi  StHt(>s  confers  upon  a  new  state  at  on<-c  this 
sovereign  right  of  taxation.  Ktill  Knnrta.",  sn  hiany  of  the 
other  states  have  done,  mi-.rht  waive  the  exercLse  of  it  in 
con»ider.ition  of  the  land  granti*  and  other  udvnnlagM 
arising  from  incorporation  into  the  Union. 

'*  It  is  further  said  for  the  conference  hill   that  it-i  first 
clause  admits  Kansas  into  the  Union.    That  clause  i"  im  fol- 
lows:— "That  the  state  of  KanMix  lie  and  is  hereliy  admitttxl 
into  the  Union  on  an  eipinl  fo«.ifing  with  tho  ori;;inaI  f>tHte.<« 
in    all    rfsp«'cts   whatever.*      Tlie    Crittondi'n-Montgom'TV 
amendment  d'jes  the  same  thing  in  the  same  word)*.     Hut  .' 
what  is  such  ailmi>«:4ion  in  the  <ronforonre  bill  worth  when 
the  bill  goes  on  to  pri>Acritio  a  condition  ]>r>^-edent  which 
must  be  fnldlleil  liefure  cho  u  fiihmftrtl,  nml  f.iilini:  to  fulfil 
which,  sh»?  will  nU  Itc  admiltid,  nnd  wtU  nmr  hnm  fffu 
ailmitUdf   There  it  a  condition  to  In*  perfornicil.  prt rrti.tit  to  . 
mimOfitoi.     Hour  cmi  the  xtute  K>  -utid  to  be  now  admittinl 
into  the  Uuiun  wlien  xhe  it  told  in  the  tdll.  your  people  munt 
vote  ag.iin.  ami  if  they  don't  voti- '  pro]Hisition  acc».jit«Mr  you 
must  i^tay  out  of  the  b'nion  till  you  h.iVH  the  feilernl  ratio, 
after  which  y.-u  may  furm  n  new  con-'fitntion.(ind  then  "be  ^ 
entitle<l  to  sdniishioii  into  the  Uni'in  lui  a  xtate  under  Huch  ■ 
constitution  r     hoe^  any  one  |in  trml  tliat  Kansas  in  now  . 
actually  in  the  Uuiun ?     Thi«  bill  in  truth  giibjisMH  tlie  con-  I 
•titutiiin   1. 1  II  viite  of  r»'jecii:in.     Ind^vd,  its  adoption  by  ! 
U-oDgresK  WiiH  thu  adopfiun  nf  »  ni>>:isiin«  of  exi^lu>inn,  fur  ' 
the  result  «f  the  vnti'  of  the  pipl.*  of  Iviin>m4  under  th»»  ' 
Cfinfen-niv  bill,  in  AugU'«t  n"Xt.  !■<  -•i"an'''ly  now  pniMem*ili- 
eal.     No.  ^ir,  h)  far  from  Knn-«.ii  lii-in^  adniitti-d.  we  .tn'  no 
nearer  the  md  of  our  iIinit-ulti--N  n-iw.  tlmn  we  wi-re  bi-fore  ■ 
the  psssag  ■  t»t  thi*  c<»nferen(.'  Iiill.     K»ni;iK  will  ^eiid  up  to  ; 
ns  next  wiiittT.  in  nit  pndi.il.ility,  ;t  t'r>><'  stnte  constitution.  : 
ibrmed  by  a  convention  culli'il  tiy  th"  t<-rriiori.il  le^ri-l.ttiin*. 
having  the  other  sanctions  nf  tie*  L'<->'in|ilon  constitutiuu  ! 
(except  so  far  a*  it  will  b»  re<tri<-ti-l  by  th'-  cttnfcn-nci'  bill  j 
M  to  the  fiileral  ratio),  with  the  .tddilion  of  having  N-en  ' 
tuhmittedi  eniircf  to  the  poople  fur  their  approvaL    And  1 1 


now  ask,  gentlemen,  will  that  eonstltutifm  he  ivj«rtH  ^« 
Congress?  I  think  not.  ThiitCftoference  bill  will  that  srcn^ 
to  the  opposition  within  one  short  year,  fiml  If  not  so  «juu, 
at  some  day  not  very  distant,  tlie  vieinry  fur  whirh  they  have 
from  the  first  contended,  and  the  South  be  shorn  of  tbe 
triumph  of  principle  in  having  a  slave  iftate  admitted. 

**  It  is  claimed,  moreover,  that  the  nmfemice  Ull  reeo<9> 
nlscs  the  right  of  a  slave  state  to  admis^iion.  The  Crittend'-ii- 
Montgomery  amendment  can  lay  claim  to  equal  merit:  fr>r 
that  bill  provides  for  the  admisslim  of  Kans«i  under  the 
Lncompton  constitution,  if  upon  *  that  constitutional  lustra- 
menC  being  flrtft  submitted  to  avuti^  of  the  people,  a  naj(> 
rity  shall  assent  thereto.  Hut  to  what  end  is  this  rKvigniiion 
in  either  bill 7  What  Ilepnbliran  wuuld  ever  hat^  sup- 
ported the  Crittenden-Montgfimvry  amendment  but  for  tlie 
certainty  that  the  Lecomptou  cr>nstItntion  would  ne%-er 
again  have  seen  Congress  7  And  what  Douirlas  Pi>aiorral 
would  over  have  supported  the  conference  Irill  but  f  >r  iu 
securing  virtually  to  the  petiple  of  Kansas  the  oppurtunlty 
of  voting  down  the  Ijecompton  conKtitutinnr 

**This  bill  is  further  objectionable  as  not  liHng  a  manly. 
straight-forwarJ  measure.  It  is  t«»  lie  contfinied  one  way  ia 
one  section  of  the  Union,  and  a  diffi^rent  way  In  th«  oppoell* 
section.  Tliis  double  couytructiou  pn>vall><  her^.  already,  ai 
I  have  showa  It  Is  a  mode  of  legiKlation  I  cannM  admire* 
one  which  can  never  result  fiivorably  to  the  establij>hnieDt 
of  sound  principles,  or  in  iMneflt  to  the  weak*^  soctii  n. 
To  preserve  the  constitutional  riithta  of  the  South  in  this 
Union,  the  legislation  should  be  plain — unmlstakeaMft. 

**  I  further  object  to  this  bill  beeau.«e,  in  acreptlng  that, 
instead  of  making  our  stand  upon  the  defeatot  Senate  hill, 
we  abandoned  the  question,  in  this  case.  i»f  the  admiwi'Mi 
of  a  slave  state  north  uf  36  degrees  3^)  minutes— a  ttmcH^ 
sion  which,  it  strikes  me,  the  S)uth  should  hare  avoidtitl 
even  the  apixrarance  of  making.  It  is  no  ani^wer  to  say 
that  the  Southern  States,  which  wern  cimmitted  to  «ecvi«di>B 
in  the  event  of  tlie  rejcctitm  of  a  slave  ictati*.  would  have  re> 
ceded  from  their  pusitif^u  beeaiiso  of  the  rai*t  that  the  acti- 
slavery  party  in  Kansas  so  greatly  outnumber*  the  pn^ 
slavery  |>arty.  Tli«>Mt  states  would  havo  betrn  then  In  no 
worm)  condition  tlian  tliey  are  now.  The  people  of  the 
whole  South  would  have  felt  Indignant  at  the  rrjecti<>n  of  the 
Senate  bill ;  fur  it  had  been  made  plain  to  them  that  If  r^ 
Jectcd,  it  would  be  owing  to  the  slavery  clause  cnntainnd  in 
the  constitution.  The  inference  Mil  faintly  purp'trt^  tn 
recognise  the  principle  that  a  slave  state  may  he  admlttAL 
and  thus  furnisbeM  the  pntund,  thi>iigh  such  was  not  tb< 
purpose  of  its  advocates.  u|H>n  which  the  touff  of  the  South 
will.  I  fear,  l>e  let  down  fmni  its  formi>r  elevnti'iu. 

'*But  gentk'nii*n  say  the  ciinfiTi-nc»»  l-ill  i*  a  Ntt»'r  b-K 
tluin  the  S-n.-it«*  bill.  Had  it  bei'ii  ^ut>Inilt■•l  .ist  an  :im-u<l- 
ment  to  the  Senate  bill  at  the  time  wi*  i*\|H>i>it'd  tn  p.aj>«  itiC 
S«.nnto  bill,  by  a  Kepu)i!ii*iin,  or  ert-ii  u  l)irin<»-r!«t.  1  <l-.iut>r 
if  it  would  hiivi'  re<',dved  the  f>U|>[rirt  often  S-iuth'Tii  iMo- 
cXTati4.  It  would  have  liei'ii  re^unUil  at  iuvi.iiini;  tlie  a)«i:i 
donment  of  the  iMi><itions  t.iken  in  th'>  S^-nate  l-iit.  \Mi»l 
niak<>s  it  a  lietter  billr  Is  there  an\thiii.;  in  the  bid  jw-lf. 
or  in  Its  psRsice,  fntm  which  the  nio:-t  !>.iii^uini'  ^nn  au^cr 
the  future  admission  of  a  Hhive  >t.ite  from  ib>-  ti  rn*  fii' 
north  of  :i(i  degrees  CO  minutej>— <>r  e>cn  Hiuthr  i:atLi(.-7 
the  contrary. 

'*  As  fur  mymdf,  Mr. Chaifnian.  I  fee  no  r^>%cr>n  t«->  d.^n'l 
the  c.(»rr»'ctni'K<4  of  my  ci'nvi«'lions  but  mu-.h  t<i  cmfirii-.  it. 
I  vote<l  Hg.iinst  the  ni(e.t'»un*  with  regret  at  ►••pnnilin^  ir'-\: 
my  collea/ues  and  ko  "many  other  tru"  .^utliern  ni»-n;  I'-.i 
with  my  viewit  I  kIiouM  do  the  ■Hin<-  tbiin;  a^iiu.  uii!i-r  lb- 
H-ime  cin'umstan(*eR.  The  liill  coniin.tuds  no  m.-.r-  mj  .nr-J-f  " 
Itation  now  th.in  it  did  at  the  llini'  r>f  its  |<Hs<:a;r».  I  tot-d. 
it  is  true,  with  niy  hononiMe  frien>l  Inmi  Mii>i>i!-tii>pi.  f  iriKt 
motion  to  l.-\y  u|N)n  thi>  tabic  a  motion  t>i  ri-i'-in^iii'-r  tiMt 
vote  tiy  wbii-h  tlie  hill  w.is  pHHS'-d;  ihuo  indi"iT:iiir  our  IQ- 
<Iis|Mi>>irion  to  pn>lra'-l  a  conri-t  in  wbii-h  w-  dif^- r<->i  from 
so  many  fif  our  fri<'iiil«.  ]{ut  if  any  |iri  -ticm?  W  c^l  cvui-1 
have  iK'en  att:iini*d  l>y  the  sui'-ndmunt  of  the  o>nfi-ivnn» 
bill,  or  by  the  sut«tiluti>ii  of  the  S«-r-i.tt«<  l-ill.  or  Mouxthiag 
more  dcKirable.  i»f  ci)ursi«  we  wouM  bnv^T.-t**!  f  r  tlw  Pen-n- 
Hideration.  I  do  not  recognise  m«'n'  |iirty  kii<>-«-j(4  and  fairly 
supn'macy  as  paramount  tn  :i]l  ciin^iilri-iiii-mt  «f  priimilv. 
I  Would  coDcecle  much  for  the  harm>ny  of  the  {•arty  I  >a 
acting  with — a  grent  de.tl  t^r  the  hnnuony  «f  tlir-  party  I'f 
the  S>nith — but  wlnt  1  wtiuM  conc«ile  must  f:ili  -hort  <  f  the 
c<inci>KMon  of  principle  iuvnlivil,  in  my  cuni.vpit.-n.  in  tl<c 
confereuee  bill."' 

Hon.  A.  V.  Hsuwx  of  Mi»rtLssippi,  In  the  Senate.  April 
21»lh,  IS.'i'i. 

"How  much  i^  th»n«  in  the  bill,  to  f.rblil  our  faV'nir  Ir* 
Fir-t.  if  is  KniJ  l,y  r<orne  df  lh"«.'  wh-i  vote  ajr<iiri«t  if.  tl.ti  it 
I-  a  submission  of  tho  I..«cf»nii»toii  cm^iituTinn  ti»  tb.«  r^ofW* 
<»f  K:t:i»a.s.  An<i  thm  :i!rnin  othi'r*  vi.te  ar«in«l  it  l»s-aii*» 
it  is  nit  a  siiViini^>i.in.  I  mean  |o  utate  njy  i^wn  vifw^  «l;h 
iv>rfect  candor  and  with  entire  fnirnoo*.  1  d<*  n-^t  un-ii^ 
stand  it  t<i  Ite  the  HubmisHlon  of  the  mnstilntion  to  The 
people,  hat  I  do  understand  thla  to  bo  tnm,  that  jo%  w^ 
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it  eoll«t»r«l  an«tioiM— tlM  land  qoMtion,  and  othen  in- 
>lT«Ki  in  the  BLaniMui  ordlnjuiro— bu  the  pwiple  of  Kantu; 
id  that  if  io  Totiog  upon  thuM  qu»»tii>uf  thcj  chouKe  to 
ilanniiie  that  they  will  nut  ocinie  into  the  Union  under 
i«  LfeCwmpLou  countitutiun  they  have  a  right  to  do  it. 
**They  pans  no  jud(nnent  directly  at  the  polU  on  the  con- 
itatioUf  one  way  or  the  other,  but  each  voter  can  control 
a  own  vote  by  hia  own  rea«uni4 ;  and  if  he  choosea,  under 
•T«r  of  voting  to  auKtaiu  the  ordiubnce,  to  vote  againut  the 
Imle  constitution,  and  a^jluHt  ci>oiing  into  the  Union,  he 
A  do  eo;  and  if  a  mHJdrity  take  ttial  view  of  the  lul^ject, 
le  atate  is  nut  in  the  IJuiou. 

**That  mui-h  i«  CwirnoMi  Hud  candor,  for  thua  stands  the 
icetion  if  I  pniperly  ittuipreheud  it. 

**  Now  what  juHt  gn>uiid  have  wu  ^utborn  men  to  ol^ect 
'  tliat?    Wliat  juht  rvtuuiu  is  there  fur  our  opporing  it? 

•  tooli  the  ground  in  tiio  U'lfiniiing.  and  maintain  It  now, 
lat  we  would  not  an<l  wilt  uut  >ustaia  a  vubmiMiun  of  thia 
•natitutiou  to  tlie  people  under  the  circumstances  of  its 
imiug  here.  But  we  took  the  ground  at  the  name  time 
ukt  we  would  not  sanction  this  ordinance,  making  as  it 
d  eaorbiunt  laud  deiauuds  U|>«>u  the  (jovemment,  and 
<itiug  up  other  pretences  which  had  not  Iteen  tolerated  in 
10  aduitsi'in  of  other  new  stati'N.  From  the  t>eginning  the 
iends  of  the  Lecouipton  cuii^iitutiuu  struck  at  that  ordi> 
lace,  determined  nut  to  reciMve  it,  and  not  to  give  it  their 
nction.  The  ori)(iiud  ^ienate  bill  dut  lared  tliat  it  was  no 
It  of  the  conMtitutiou,  and  amid  not  be  so  recognised  by 
•ngress.    After  we  made  that  dfclaration,  I  apprehend,  if 

•  bill  had  pajosfd,  it  would  have  rented  with  Kanras  to 
oUe  whether  she  would  or^rani^**  under  the  coniitituUon 
not;  whether  she  would  ciime  into  the  Union,  or  be  con- 
lered  a  member  of  it.  You  hud  stricken  off  her  ordinance. 
a  cboM  not  to  regani  it  sm  a  part  of  the  constitution.  But 
I  Kansas  so  regard  it?  S^he  did  not.  You  struck  it  off 
ikovit  her  ounseut.  She  thought  it  a  material  part  of  her 
tposition. 

'  Then,  was  she  in  the  Union  ?    She  wsj*  not  until,  either 

silent  aoquieeceuce  in  your  action,  or  by  some  poxiiive 

laration  of  her  own,  shf  plH(-«>d  horM'lf  into  the  Union. 

lokl  that  if  you  bad  |)a^s«Kl  tlie  re;:ular  Senate  bill,  and 

Dsaa  had  refusi-d  to  organise  a  .ntate  government  under 

Lecompton  constituiiou,  and    under  tliat  bill,  thtrc 

Ud  have  been  no  power  in  this  government  to  furce 

,  and  therefore  that  slio  would  not  have  been  in  the 

ion.    She  would  not,  U-cauito  you  Itad  not  met  her  pro 

ition,  and  she  had  not  ucrepted  yourn.     Your  minds  had 

agreed.    She  wouM  not  acivpt  th«*  propo^ition  you  had 

t  to  her.    Y'ou  had  changed  her  pp>p->sition  so  far  as  to 

te  off  her  ordinance,  and  she  had  not  agreed  to  have  it 

cken  ofll 

Then  it  rested  with  her  to  aiy  whether  she  was  in  the 

»n  or  not;  and  what  does  this  pn>|HMiiti(m  amount  to? 

Imply  declares  that  Kansasi  may  dflurniine  for  heriielf 

ther  she  is  in  or  out  of  the  Luion— a  ri^ht  which  she 

without  your  ^aylng  so;   aiid  which  she  would  «till 

I,  whether  you  said  im>  or  noU     You  do  not.  by  this  de- 

ition,  confer  any  ri>;lit  on  K.-in«a«.     You  >iu)ply  rtfc«>g- 

a  rijfht  which  alrtvidy  exi^tt*.  an<i  which,  if  xhe  chose.  I 

it  again,  she  c«iuM  ha^e  excri-irtitl  without  your  rouKenL, 

as  well  a^  with  it.     When  th.K  il^'biitc  first  upt-ned.  the 

tor  from  Mirhigitn  i^.Mr.  £^tiiarlj«-inployfd  thii«  languaixe 

lis  point:  *Thi->' — uiH.tuing  the  i><'«»ple  of  Kansas — 'ore 

ng;  they  are  dftiriuiucd  to  re-^ihl  an  admisfciou  under 

citnstitutiou.  I>y  any  and  every  ^>vb(<r  with  which  Uod 

k>the<i  ih  m:  and  y^t  «e  are  to  hC  here  and  say,  *  we 

t  you  into  thi>  I  itio:i  of  the  l.uilcd  >tates.'     As  Wull 

t  you  take  a  ;>ris  twr,  under  thf  pentence  of  a  court  of 

re,  handcuffeii.  with  your  otliturw  surnmuding  him  by 

Io  the  prison,  and  mv  to  him.  *  there  is  no  coercion; 

Imit  you  into  the  p<Miiienii»ry.' ' 

thought  then,  »iir.  nnd  w>  declared,  that  there  was  no 

r  to  fierce  Kan^aJl  into  the  (.Hion.    If  she  propo>es  to 

in,  and  you  accept  her  up<m  the  terms  which  phe  pn> 

then  she  is  in.  and  she  caunot  recede.     Hut  if  she 

MS  to  come  in.  and  you  alter  her  prupoi>ition,  then  it 

ds  upon  her  to  say  whether  Mhe  accepts  or  rtgnvU  the 

tlon.    That  right,  I  n*peat  agaiu  aud  again,  she  has, 

ler  you  admit  it  or  not. 

I  reduce  it  to  a  simple  qui'stion  of  Isw,  suppose  you 

,  Mr.  Pre;«ideut,  have  dealings  in  reference  to  an 

and  we  agree  upon  terms ;  1  draw  the  boud  of  the 

ind  attach  to  it  a  memornndum.  or  conditioq,  or  ordi- 

explaining  what  1  understand  to  bn  the  meaning  of 

per,  how  1  exfiect  to  see  it  executed,  and  send  it  to 

nd  you  siicn  it,  but  strike  out  the  memorandum,  or 

On,  or  uniinance:  1  a-k  any  lawyer  whetlier  the  con- 

s  binding  on  me  until,  either  by  fileut  arquies«>ence, 

proceeding  to  execute  it,  or  by  some  positive  declarer 

make  it  my  owu  deed?    Ju^t  so  with  Kansas,    ifhe 

ou  a  constitution:  nhu  sent  along  with  it  her  ordi- 

the  memorandum  which  ex^ilaiued  the  reasons  why, 

e  terms  u|>on  which  she  pn>|HMed  to  enter  into  the 

U  and  beeome  a  niemlier  of  the  Union.    You  choose 

s  the  onUaanoB  out;  jruu  chuone  to  strike  it  from  the 


eoDstitatfoD.  Then  I  bold,  as  a  simple  legal  propodtkm, 
she  had  a  light  to  say,  *  you  have  changed  the  terms  npoB 
which  1  pn>poee  to  comn  in;  1  will  not  rf»me  It:  I  choose 
entirely  to  recede  from  the  proposition.'  It  docs  not  depend 
on  you,  sir.  as  one  of  the  contracting  parlies,  to  say  wltether 
she  shall  recede  or  not ;  the  right  exists  lndep**ndent  of  you. 
If  you  meant  to  bind  Kansas  aLjfulutely,  you  fbould  have 
accepted  her  proposition  in  totidem  verbis.  You  could  not 
strike  out  what  you  did  not  like,  stand  by  what  you  did 
like,  and  still  insist  that  Kansas  was  bound  by  her  propo- 
sition. •  •••••• 

**  Under  this  bill,  as  I  hare  admitted,  and  as  other  Sen»> 
tors  have  claimed  in  broader  language  than  1  haw,  the 
people  of  Kansas  may,  if  they  choose,  arrept  or  r^eet  the 
Lecompton  constitution.  The  Senator  thinks  they  ought  to 
haye  a  right  to  reject  or  ai-ci-pt  it;  or,  if  that  be  denied 
them,  that  the  people  be  authorized  to  form  a  state  consti- 
tution only  when  they  have  the  full  ratio  of  representatlTO 
population.  Very  well ;  this  bill  takes  both  horns  of  the 
dilemma ;  and  yet  the  Senator  r^ects  it.  For  myself,  I  am 
free  to  say,  I  hope  the  people  of  Kansas  will.  If  this  bill 
passes,  adhere  to  their  ordinance,  and  Insist  on  remaining 
out  of  the  Union.  If  tlxy  come  in.  they  must  come  ia 
under  the  Lecompton  constitution ;  if  they  stay  out,  they 
mu>t  stay  until  thoy  have  the  itopulation  to  entitle  them  to 
one  reprirseuiatlve  in  Cougre>a  That  suits  me.  I  close  in 
with  that  offer. 

**  But,  says  the  Senator  tmm  Illinois,  this  land  grant  Is  a 
bounty  held  out  to  the  people  of  Kansas  to  accept  this  oon- 
stitutiou — a  t>ribe.  as  it  has  been  elsewhere  termed.  How, 
sir?  It  reduces  tlie  amount  of  tlic  grant  claimed  in  the 
ordinance  by  more  than  twelve  miiliou  acres.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan,  in  acan>rully  prepared  table,  which  he  intro- 
duces! into  hi«>s|)ee«'h.  dell ven<l  on  Decern l>er '23d  last,  shows 
that  the  whole  grant  wan  upwards  of  gixtecn  million  acrve; 
tliat  the  railroad  grant  alone  was  upwards  of  seven  millions. 
I  understand  from  the  Soiiator  fn>in  Missouri  [.Mr.  Grec^]^ 
who  brought  f  irward  this  bill,  that  he  has  had  a  calculatk>a 
made,  and  that  the  grant  propo!>ed  for  all  purposes  is  about 
four  million  acres.  And  yet.  when  you  reduce  the  grant  from 
sixteen  uiillionM  to  four  millions,  the  Senator  from  Ulinuia 
comes  furward  and  says  that  ix  a  bribe  held  out  to  theea 
P<-ople  to  accept  the  con»tiiuti  ii.  It  is  a  queer  way  of 
Iril'ing  them  to  offer  twel-. »  nol  ion  acres  of  laud  less  than 
they  Claimed  in  their  orUiuauce.*' 

Hon.  J.  U.  CocK£RiLL  of  Ohio,  in  his  letter  to  his  ooosll> 
tuents. 

"  Thi9  bill  seruros  to  the  p«>ople  of  Kansas  all  their  poltti* 
cal  rights;  they  are  not  c«>u)pelled  to  come  into  the  Union 
^gainft  their  consent;  they  are  not  required  to  live  under  a 
constitution  which  tticy  abhor;  the  popular  voice  is  to  be 
consulted,  and  U>  them  at  the  l«llotbox  Ls  committed  the 
arliitrainent  of  the  whole  question.  The  question  of  admis- 
sion with  the  couHtitution  is  tairly  submitted,  and  there  la 
no  difference  between  submitting  the  question  of  admis>lon 
with  the  con.<ititutlon.  and  the  constitution  and  admission. 
The  su)«tance  of  everything  tlmt  lias  been  claimed  in  their 
behalf  i-(  grnnte.1,  aud' the  sovereign  people  can  now  decide 
for  themKelvea.**  

Hon.  .T4C0D  CoiXAMEa  of  Vermont,  in  the  Senate,  April 
27  th,  1808. 

»•  Now,  Mr.  TrcsWent.  I  come  to  the  next  step :  the  pro- 
po^ition  which  is  offered  as  a  ><nbt<titnte  for  both  those  bllls^ 
the  prop^»*.iti()n  of  the  committee  of  conference.  I  do  not 
pro|M>se  to  go  into  its  details;  hut  let  us  see  whether  it  gives 
to  tbo^e  c)f  us  who  voted  against  enforcing  tlie  Lecompton 
ooni<titution  uinm  the  people  without  their  consent  and  who 
voted  for  the  pn>pohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tho>e  leading  features  of  security,  and  those  objects  which 
we  desired  to  attain.  whi«*h  were  given  to  us  in  the  latter 
pntposition.  I  will  state  its  leading  provisions.  The  first 
is,  that  the  Lecompton  constitution  shall  !«  presented  to  tha 
people  of  Kiins:i«  f)r  their  acceptance  or  rejection.  *0h.  no.* 
says  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Ilanter}.  'It 
ioes  not  submit  the  conslitation  to  the  poi>ple.'  The  msjority 
of  the  Senate,  by  the  bill  they  have  passed,  detideil  that  It 
was  a  constitution  perfect.  v>  far  as  Kansas  was  concerned, 
not  to  be  passed  upon  any  further  by  th#  people ;  and  !>• 
says  this  bill  so  treats  It.  If  I  understand  it.  It  does  not  so 
treat  it.  It  submits  a  certain  question  to  the  people;  that 
is,  whether  they  will  accept  those  land  grants;  anditpn^ 
▼ides  thaU  if  they  accept  those  land  grants,  then,  and  la 
that  case,  Lecompton  shall  stand  as  the  constitution;  but  it 
further  provides,  that  if  they  reject  that  proposition  la 
regard  to  the  land  granta.  they  reject  the  Lecompton  eoastl- 
tulion.  Now.  I  ask,  is  it  true,  as  the  Senator  from  Vininia 
says,  that  thst  is  consistent  with  any  former  action  <^  tha 
Senate?  Does  it  not  submit  a  question  to  the  peojde  bj 
which  they  may  r^ect  the  Lecompton  constitution  f  Oer- 
taiuly  it  does.  Did  not  the  Senate  say.  In  the  flMmer  hDl,  to 
thoM  people,  *  it  Is  all  pexfected  on  jonr  sUa  and  job  diaU 
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liare  no  opportunity  to  n»j<»ct  Lcroni])toii  ?'  Yen,  th«fy  did, '  ymn  ago.  If  th^y  woiiM  makp  a  coniiiHatinn  t«  «nft  yrn 
VQmnditioiially;  and  1  fay  they  ii»w  prnpfise  a  qnt-'.^tiOD  to  ;  You  tli<>uglit  thtiy  li>id  iiiiinlKTit  'iioujrh  to  admit  it-i  rr, 
tbc  pct^ple  by  which  tin?  i»«»«»plf  may  r>-jwt  IjK^nnpton:  mid  undrr  th«  Ijeii/in'pton  n>ii-titiitlon.  Thi-ru  ar»»  finn»*».'» 
yet  you  Niy  th.tt  yi'U  dn  not  Mibjivt  th»  lii'cuiuptoii  ctniAti-  i  0DOU};h  of  (Ii'mh  now  to  jui<l:fy  their  a«lnii^I<tn  a«  a  s'aU-  if 
tutioii  to  their  rotcl  Th<'  two  iin*  utterly  inoonMft<>nt:  and  I  they  vote  for  thh  c<>nKtituti'.iii :  but  y^u  ii}y  ••  lh<-Tii  i'>  n-  •!  r 
thero  irf  no  in^>nuity  it  so])hi'Stry.  though  the  gcntleuiaii  Ptand  that  tJic-n*  .in*  nut  nuuiU-rn  onou^h.  if  th- y  i  r* 
may  bnvH  intich  t>f  Ihi' fitrimT.  if  nut  oftii"  lartor,  Hhich  can  i  flfraln^t  thi.'*  ninKtitiition.  to  niiik^*  a  fri^  niir  ^V--  ?:':^ 
by  jH^sHiMlity  di>^sriii.so  •  r  Mink  ihl-"  «ut  of  sljrht.  |  hrrp  a  proposition  thiil  KanKiN  ghall  \f^  adriiittMl  if  'li-  wi  '■ 

"  Hut^  Hir,  an  1  Kiiil.  tl-.is  pn>]K)>ition  pnn iilui*  for  submit-  j  hiiTe  a  ulave  conHMtiition.  and  «h:dl  n>»t  I***  ailiiiirt*'!  i'  •}  - 
tlii^  tu  th(*  iM'oplu  of  K:in«aH  a  ijui-Mlinn  in  ri'l.itlon  t«t  land  |  will  n>it  bavo  a  abivi>ci'n-titiiti>>n.  There  nr»*|K-«>pi<*  <-»•■<).-■! 
grants — wh^tlinr  tlioy  will  ncT«-pt  a  cortaiii  propOHition  in    to  hold  KlaTi*.'*.  Imi  not  jxt'iHit  fnou'.'h  tn  *i*i"y    trt^d'-i   ' 


ri']:tti->n  to  land.i.  It  furllier  pr«'vlili-»  Jli.-it.  If  the-y  will  not 
iiCi'(;pt  that,  then,  nod  in  th.-it  i-iisi'.  I<«>iM-iiiptnn  goes  axido. 
and  the  pi*<>pl<.'  of  Kinnas  ure  to  n-iiiiiu  in  ih<'lr  tvrritorial 
niiidlll<'>u  fur  a  lun:;th  of  tunc  nntip-ly  ini«ffinite.  It  Hiiyfi 
they  inuy  have  a  (Miiventioti  wiicn  th(>y  have  a  Kufliclent 
uuniiNT  of  |ioople  to  i-utltlo  thcui  to  a  i:eprHW*ntittire  in 
(>m^r>rt.'<.  That  nniiilivr  Is  now  nlncty-fitur  thou!«iind;  but, 
after  the  next  cennuK.  in  1^>.^.  It  may  Ihi  ono  huniirtHl  and 
twonty  or  one  hundrtul  and  fifty  thouxund;  we  know  n(»t. 
WhuM  that  time  will  nrrivr.  wo  know  not.  Thi'n,  th(>  amount 
of  ii  is.  that  it  is  an  indttinitu  didny :  it  ahull  be  InJeliuItcly 
dcfi'rn*«l. 

"  Bf:*i  Ic«.  it  I?i  a<  moi-h  n.-«  Kiylnj^  to  thi*m.  *  Wi*  make  you 
thi!<  olTiT  of  land,  but  if  you  t>ill  net  iak<>  thi>  olfor  of  land, 
liberal  as*  it  i-.  now.  »«•<•  tin.'  djinL'or  you  run  of  nowr  t;(^tliti>( 
it.'  Airain.  thin  snuiL'  Ijill  pm\lJt>it  thnt  a  difT-Tonl  Ixvird 
■ball  be  rrfiitoti  to  diitrct  and  hii^-t-rviM*  (ho  clt-ction.  It  pn>- 
pcmiA  to  aijil  a  moml-vr.  tho  dl-trict  atturnny.  u]»poiiiti'd  by 
tho  I're-'idi'ut.  to  tho  j^overnor  and  >'erTi'tary.  W)  that  they 
fbuU  ha^e  thret! — a  cuntntllint;  ni.ijoiily  ot'  thnt  l>onrd  over 
th<)  pri-iii'Iini;  otthviM  of  the  two  11ouik>.<<  of  the  lti;;i.4lature. 
Wu  viow  this  iin  ontinMy  unfair. 

'■Tlu'  first  fdjjwtiiMi  that  cMvurs  t<"»  my  mind  \n  tlu'  form  in 
vbich  this  ([Ufrition  is  alt<-mpti>d  to  Ik>  pn>Ni'nted  Vi  thu  )h;o- 
pl«  *>f  KiinsiiR.  Tbisi  hai  >K'«mi  vrry  well  dffini>«l  by  tlie 
bononiblH  SMi.ttor  fn.»m  Kenturky  |  Vfr.  Crittenjlen].  It  i*  to 
put  to  Unwn  one  question,  by  the  Hnnwor  to  which  Ihcy  an 
to  dncidc  nnotlier  ijucKtlfin  that  has  no  relatioiiitbip  to  It. 
Ton  mi;:>it  aH  widl  put  the  queotion  to  that  ]>eople,  *  will  you 
vote  tliat  you  will  he  fp'rUH-n  ?'  and  now  we  »ity  to  you,  '  If 
you  Tute  thnt  you  will  b**  freemen,  you  i^liall  have  the 
To|x>ka  ronMitution;  but  if  you  vote  thnt  you  will  not  be 
fK«'ninn,  thim  ynu  ^ha^  remain  in  a  territorial  ctmditlon.' 
There  l*  no  more  rt?IatioiiHhip  I»^t»p<^n  the  a«iH-ptanreof  thin 
{n'untof  land  anil  tbn  rhHracter  of  tblt  i-onRlitution.  than 
then>  would  \jv  belwetMi  the  (]iii>'->ti'in  pn-po'^-d  ami  the 
riwult  that  wax  to  f  illuw  in  tin-  easi-  1  hivi- ju.-t  put.  TIuto 
is  i\n  neci'.-sary  If^al  msiu.-'ii--'  nr  lomn'otinn  In'tween  the 
two  i|ni>.<>|i(ins.  Tin-  prupo-^itiiui  \*  thi-ri-lWri'  aiiitiriul.  ile- 
eepti^r  ill  its  rr.»nN»<|Ui'ni*«-s.  Yon  put  tn  n  mm  thi'-pn-stinn. 
'I'lr.  will  you  i;ikf  .itirli  jrraiifs  i-l  l.iiid;  n*  a  i'ifi/.«ii  uf 
K.msa-*.  »!».■  yi>n  \\llliii  :  t«M-iii\i- >u"h  i:i  ants;''  *  Yc^.'  s:t>  »j 
h",  *  1  iiin.'     *  Wi.-.l.  will  ytii  \i>'"  »'>?'     •  F  A"  not  lee  wliv  I 


Tliix,  it  fioenii  to  uh.  in  a  }iaiphMe   inju-(ti4'e — ub  ent!:>.j 
difTon-nt  aflTalr  fnim  the  IIoum*  nnienduienr. 

'•In  the  next  phu-e.  the  |<rn|ioMition  which  i?  ii'tw  Vf-.i- 
UR  pn)du«vi<  no  finality:  It  make-i  no  m-ftjcnirnt.  It  f'  / 
makeK  a  .<M>ttlement  pnividiil  the^  u>|ti|»t  thi*  I.*v^'«Tnptnn  -* :  • 
ptitution.  by  voting;  in  favrir  of  these  irranth  of  l.iii!.  Tli  .r 
will  mnko  a  finaiity ;  and  that  i*  the  only  finality  un<l*-r  •^:• 
propoftition — a  finality  In  i»ne  n"<nlt.  If  th«»  p«f»ple  J  •  ii  r 
vote  to  a«Tept  lhi'«.'  prant^.  it  pro^i'le*  (t'T  no  limii  j.  ■»■ 
Hettlement.  but  lenveN  thin^x  in  fl-itit  'fff*  by  der-Iaiui^  i!.u 
the  (K-opIe  of  Kanhaa  nhiill  remain  under  n  tenr'^<ri-i)  fru 
of  }CijVerunH-nt  l»>r  an  Indefinite  anil  nnliaifti-«i  pi-rid-f 
time.  I  i|o  not  know  that  th.tt  imrt  of  thi*  prf»pit>iiii-Ti  «;.'l 
really  have  mui-h  prucllial  efri--t.  It  sceuiM  to  ni«-  In  )•* 
rather  bruttim  fuhu^n,  1>ei-anM>  1  Fup)<i(«  C"onKr»*^  ean  n'. 
any  time  admit  iheni.  notwiih»taii-linv;  tbla  dedarjitiit: ; 
but.  after  all,  that  Ih  the  effttt  It  U  intendeii  to  bavf  k^i  t>i» 
minds  nf  the  pfiple  of  Kan.«a>i.  it  f«  inl»>nd*^1  if  thi*  >  ill 
piwe*.  that  they  >h.(II  un(li<r>iand  that  if  th«T  il*!  no»  i-rr-.t 
thi!<  }iro|>o8i(ion.  tlii.n  sh.ill  Ui  a  bar  to  their  ctrtnlrr;;;  in  nulii 
they  li.-tve  a  certain  population. 

••'An-«tlnrobjpftiiin.  an<l  tuie  to  «}ili'h  T  harf^  alhid'd 
before.  i««  that  we  are  not  ouitenl  with  thi^  n«wlr-«^»nfctifnt"l 
Itainl  to  ^ufH1rvt«c)  the  elHtlons;  w»»  are  not  wilMng  to  t»»ki» 
rcMiItK  pnHiuceil  under  >ui-h  ^upervUlon.  ipt  a»  Xf*  k«t  tbst 
the  I'n-HidenL,  ufion  tho  r'-turnt  Ix-inK  modo  to  liim.  •bail 
Ivsue  IdH  proclaniatii.-n.  and  KHUb.iK  bt^-nmo  a  state,  wfth-  ul 
thoMi  n>turnK  tieini;  f(ubmitte«l  to  our  exarninatl'in.  If  s 
bt>aril  were  n>n»ttituted  In  the  manner  proviileii  in  the  Ibn:^ 
amendment,  we  had  xo  much  conliden'-e  In  that  manner- 1 
couBtitutinir  the  tioctnl  that  we  wtre  willlnt:  to  pn—  it:  hut 
we  are  not  williu!;  to  have  a  Nmrd  c>)n>t1tntet1  In  the  manxi>r 
providi-*!  in  thin  bill.  ai:d  tru-'t  in  the  rennlt.  TIi*  IiHtt 
of  afTiiir-i  In  Kanxan  it  Hii<-h  a»  b'a<i!<  UAtol^cautic-u*  on  that 
ouhjei't.  We  all  cannot  hut  know,  at  any  rite  a  lar^*  pi.r 
tinn  of  u^  p.p^  cunrin.iHl.  that  the  eh-ctioiifi  In  Kaii«isKarr 
lieeii.  either  hy  vii-li'nce  at  tin-  fioll.«.  or  by  fr»n>i  an  t  fii" 
returns  iifti^rwnrd?:.  ?*o  ci'ndurti^l  thnt  h  sni.tl!  inhi-  rity  ■  f 
I  hi'  pt"'ple  h.ivi'  liei-n  k'-i-t  in  jiow»-i.  1  net--!  n'-t  l-?  ■  «•'  ■'• 
e\id''iMv>«  of  tliis.  The  hi-t'TV  ol  the  tr.iii*ai*tioii  l<  fu':"  ■  : 
tht-m  at  r\<rv  -ti'p. 

'•'Ilu-ri"  is  an-'il-iT  thin;;  th.it  mv  .vinn'-t  >  n*  nm.  r.!>-r 
WlnreviT  'iftl,'-iT*.  "s;  ".i.ilh  h-'oln;  *  otM  fr".  w|;.i  }  i\  •■  N-  ■ 


^luMlld  n.f  vi'ti'  .-o  '     ■  \\  i'!l.  wi*  (<  !1  \  on  u'.w.  if  yn  will  \'-t««  I  n]>|Miiiiti>  1  in  ih.it  Ti  iri'  •\\  \>\  th--  11"  ii  u:i\-'  •  f  ibi-  ■.-■\.~i 


to  .ii"  •<pt  tll'-^i'  uT.'tiits.  \i'l  -IimII    t:i,;i'  tl:i'  l^>- ■  lilplon  rini>ti 

ti!'iou  that  >nu  111*"  p-i--!iMi.'  Irj  .-li'it.  ' if  \"iu  will  n'lf 
T«ite  a..:;iiti>f  a  fav-nhli-  iiiFt.  v-mi  .-liall  h-ivt  iniir-^iHl  ujvin 
>pu  a  •■i'n.>titutiiiii  t'<whiihvou  m"  ••}<;•»  i-*!- aivl  .\on  niu-ii  '  fr.iiiii.  h-ive  itifiirri-i|   t},(.   |:\,>T!:\e  •li.pli-.  •iii>-      1 1.-. 


ini'iit,  the  iTi-^'Kli-nr  of  !!.•■  lMir--l  ^Vif  •«.  h.tv- •in-:  •■  i  i:  • 
ih-Liri-e  (  f  f.-iirn<"">  to  ti-.-'  i-injn'  ir\  .  f  rh  it  ^..-mh-.  h  it  -  i  i 
t'l  >i'i'nii'  tliiiii  .\*  all  :i_:i:M>f  !  Ji- i:iM  ii'-ni*' "f  vr-    •»•■>'  .o 


Vote  n'.MiM.«t  a  taxorahle  ijl-r  in  '-'il  t  to  -^i-t  riil  of  an 
tilinoxi'ii"  ciin«sti'uli-iri,  Yo-.;  ino-..  >  't--  :i..':iiii»il  wh'«l  yi-o. 
d--'ir".  ill  onlcr  lliit  you  \u.\;  j.-t  nil  <  !"  a  .:ii-:itHr  i-vil.  I| 
Tt>u  \"t«'  fr  tlji'x.'  .'rail's  whifh  .ni  ■  a'"-.- -I.t.-O'li-  to  \<»vi.  :iii"I 
liln-ial  in  th-'ir  '-liaraili','.  >'.u  iln  il  at  tli  ■  p«-Til  t»l'  laMn-.; 
xijioii  you  a  c-Mi-stituii-ii   iliMt   yu  (l.-ti'-t*     Il  Is  thi' veO" 


ni.ir):  w ill  ai<ply.  I  think.  1'>  all  th- .■•i-Ttinu-n' «-ff  •■•.-■*•■■' 
wli-i  havi*  •vfii'-i- 1  Jir:\  iiim- »-.  ■«  !i-"lrT  «■•  n-f-T  !■■  «i"^    r'l  r 
K-itliT.  loiw-ii'-r  <i-irv.  a.-liuL'  S-rret:«ry   .*'>l:iiit-  n.  ■  -  'i  ■ 
v.-rii-ir  W:,IK'-r.     In   a. I  i  .i*-!-*  wli.  re  tlor*'   I  i»  >■.    i-  —.  o  ■ 
f.-ti-l  II  ih^jui-iti'.tl    t'-  .I't   ::.irT!'->.  .n  -I    »■•   'Jt't  rid  ■  1    f r    ■:  '•. 

till-  «i!rni-rs  who  h;Hi*  II  ai.ir'i -t-'d  Mnh  a  di-j-.wiri-   i   >;.i 


l'ia!ini-r  in  which  the  nu'-s'i  'U  is  \>\V  t"  iIp-  p'oph-  which  i«  j  c-fr!a:iil^  i-i'-niri-l  l!\iTi:»ii  e  \\>y.\.  isnif  m  il « i  ■■:  .-'  ,ii  •■■■<.-. 

«i!j.-tj.Mi:il'le.     It  I- iiiUli..ial  jii  its  i  haract'-r;  it  israku.a'.ed     >indth>r.-f  n- wi- siip;  ..m- thit  v  Ir'- \' r  i  •^'  ■-•  .ir-    ij-;-   ;.■    1 

>iy  Ih"  Kt itiv  wi.l  p-mI  tin- hi-'    i  v  ■  t  '-hSr  .wn       ■.    =- 

tli.it  lit'  th"<«*  w  h.i  h.-;Vi-  pn*''i"li  d  f  h-  :».  J'O-!  w  i!3  •  ■  i.  r  '  • '  ■  .: 
own  s-i-iiiitv  ill  what   tli'V  .iii-  •!■  ni-.v     \^  e  '■■ii-i    \--  ■    - 


Ti>  iiii-li-a-l 

'•  \V"  li.ive  coniphiini'il  n  jrpa?  ■?•  il  tn-it  thi'  L'-c-impton 
Ci>n<tit iitioii  wa-i  "uhmitfrd  to  flo-  |m-.i|i:ii  pi  ri-^arl  to  tl.r 
4Ue-iit'H  "-f  >l.ivery.  in  a  certain  iiiaiiii<>r  uhlfli  wan  unfair. 
d.*i'ep!ive.  Mii.l  dcalin;;  in  duplii'iry.  Thai  onhiiii-.-ion  wa- 
Ihi^:  'You  niav  \oti'  for  th'.-  i<»n«.Mtulii'n  with  .«^la»irv,  «t 
f"»r  tho  «''ui.'4tituli<>n  without  -':;\irv;  Imt  you  h-ixefn  \n\f 
]->r  the  coiiotitiiiiiiii.  at  any  ratf.  whi-li  h-  •<  s.aM-iy  In  it  in 
»iihiT  ia<  ■.'  Nt.'W.  h)W  ii,  it  h--ii*:'  W*-  put  t  •  y.'.i  th-  'lUis. 
ti  11.  •Will    you  voto   for  ihrv,-  Jaiid  ;rrin!».?     lint,  ikov   n-- 


ii-it  tiiiil  any  .-af-'iy  i:i   Thi-  pr.;p.  •:*;■  n   Mh-n   fh-'   i     ^ 
'if  ih»*  M)per>  i-io!,'  ht'MpI  «  ho  hi%«'  ■  h:ir.'»*  ■  !  th--  ■  !■  ■ ; 
/ivi'ii  into  tile  i-.inirol  of  i.flh'»-r>  iTf.-«t"il  li  ib^- u'  '•'■   "••' ' 
of  t  Iif  fnititl  Stjit"!*:  ."kUpiTvi'din'.;  and  «  \ri*-MiTi::  1 1  #-..?!■• ' 

:i[.i-i.!i.ii«.i  hy  thi-  I pii*  "f  Kan;%a'«.     Tt'ii  i-  .i  fi.iti|r.    ,«    ■ 

We  re.'ai'l  .K  I'f  vital  liiip>rTaiii-i'   iiii-l  t'>  wliili  *i    ■    -i 
mn-i  nf.      When  1  say  tliat.  I   ^p•ak   for  iii\ '■•■If  nn  I 


liieiiil-'.-.  it"  \"U  A'-te  for  Ihi- Itnd  iriaot-  \ou  lip- t..  ha\i' thi-  '  iiutl.oi  ity   fn't:!  a?iy  of   my  a<'S  >■  i.il   '.  aii»    T'unh   r   -i-y-     I 


>la\i' c '".i-ti:  utiiwi,  aril!  il  >on  vii!i'  :i:'aiii-t  tlo*  l.irid  irr-iiit.s  ' 
;  111  aii-  t'l  h'lw-  >!:iviiy  i:i  V'-iir  r»ri'itoi  v  wiM.  -iit  a  i'i>ii'<iiitu- 
it'iii.'  Th  .t  i-.  .M'.i  aie  t'l  haNe  a  ion-tituti  iii  wiili  -la\erv. 
•  •r  "hiv^TV  v.i.O.  .iit  a  roll  fitiiti<-n.  hut  -Ia\iT"/  iil  anv  rati-. 
Th.it  Hi:-iii-  t  I  1. 1"  ti  h>*  ih-  «  ly  in  whih  lb-  .jii-'ti  >ii  i> 
p-!t  to  tln-n  ;  '..  i-iii-.-  \.io  },  ,;  \  "tlmi.  uii.'.it  III-'  I"n.'<l  Sc  tt 
d»-'i.«.i  '11-  it  !•'  -'1  siuVili.  Mill,;  I''rii1'>ry.  aii'l  thi-r -r'-re.  if  lln' 
p'op.i-Ao!.'  ti  r  Mi.'S'-  l-.li'l  .T.-iiit-.  they  are  t:i  tiVi- n -!aM'- 
II  'I'liior  sl-i'i-  e.>Ti..tit \ili  in.  ::n  I  if  they  \.it<'  aj:im-t  th'-m, 
th  -y  are  t.-  i-ninir  >l,ivir  v  uiid  -r  a  ti-iiil'-rial  f  no  "f  puern- 
nieiit       T!iaf  i^  llie  alli  r;:a!iM'. 

"Th"  n«\i  ohj.«-ii  ei  I  li:i\c  tn  the  niannor  in  whi-'li  thi- 
t!-'w  hill  lu".  fsj-iits  t!.i- -lo. ■-:!■. t:.  i«  t>i  ;hi' |.ro\  !.:]•. II  Pi  i-.'aril 

':i     ' 


il'iiv"  il  ipMii  the  iii-tioii  whhli  I  h-t\e  ii|r»  .t  i^   wf 
tl'i-ir  haii'lv.     1  h;ive  n.i  ifirci  f  .luth  >ri*s  To    •*  ik  (■■: 
••  N'nw.  «ir,  the  wholi-  of  this  pii-i"-ition   "'Uo  mr- 
it   I-  '*.;»\  in;r  to  the  ji-nph- ••I  I\iii->-.>'  o  ii.tT  »«-t« 
li<>  ■•iiiptoii  ronstilu(ii>ri.  i>iil  if  vioi  d->  n<>T   \-\\ 


r  .  •». 


ti 


.-hall    ha\e  li'ithin.;.     Ue  i,r»*  i-nhir.if    n|i*<ii    ;h- 


thi* 

?■■  :■■- 

KaTi!Ka«*  t«»  art  •^n  th«-  '..rr.'at  »|iiist:-ir  i.f  t--rmin_-  tl..  «r  ■■ 
tiiti'-n — of  |orinin_'.  ratifyiii,:.  *'T  y-i'-^\wz  in  .»f.  rn'i.  o   »■ 

j.ha-e.  by  Ih'-ir   \ot-«,   Il .-nMii'Mti  -n  •■!    Iin-ir    i  ■  ; 

-ta'ii  e,,\|.rnnient.     It  i*  fun<I:iii-' i.'.tl    it  i-  tl  i-  i':--'   .;i 
prin-'iple  of  M-lf  .rovi-nimeiit.     Now.  *ou  p.ill  ni  ■  t;  \\  -i'  i 

Th-  :i    • 

fr.  .'- 


fih'  t'la't  i-n  that  -uhj-ct.  and  il"  \f-'\  "n-i-ur-  !■■ 
what  was  proiui-i'd  in  the  <";n.  iufi  .ri  p'ltf-ini' 


.»■ 


to  jKipiiiiitinn.     It  s :n  1  ■■-  I  ■    i.-r  fl  on  all  Iri'nl-.  aiel  It  '  ▼'n-,  th.it  in  f'-nniii-'  a  «r:iti'  ••■•n^.tiin'i  n  th>-  |..  ■  ph 

wa,  p:.>\id"l  ii"  t>'i'  hiM  ji-.  «.  ■■  liv  th-  Sen  tt-  th.it  th-  iiuiii-  ;  If  left  p«r!.'.lly  ipe  to  nioni<l  Ihi-lr  ii'>lila»io  ie.  •I,.:'' 
\i^-<  i»t'  the  pi-ijile  iif  Kai.-.i<4  were  ^u:'i■'i>•llt  t  i  JiHtiiv  th-'ir  ,  own  w.iy.  Now.  tlie  p'ople  i-f  K.-'U-ai  ftp-  •■aMid  i;i»-e.  ■■■ 
liliiji*^on.    Xh'.'y  bud  iiumbent  enough  to  Jbduiit  them  two  i  take  acUuu  ubuut  the  adcpliou  vi  a  c«Mi!(l!tuix»B,  to  \9m  • 
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^roU  wbleh  shall  pttfc  that  eofButltation  fa  force,  or  itjeH  U; 

ftod  are  tb«y  left  free  ?    They  are  tramiuttlled  up  to  thnt  one 

■ingle  act.  whether  they  will  have  the  Leconiplon  ruustitu- 

tioD  or  hare  nothlnx.    They  ar«  not  left  free  to  form  any 

cinrtitution  Umt  want*  to  nhape  any  conntituiion  ah  tliey 

may  desire  it  to  be.  In  ruUtion  to  any  of  th*«ir  inntitutionit. 

In  •hi>rt.  the  Tote  aeema  to  be  Tery  much  like  the  caM}  of 

Na|M*ltH>n  III.,  who  allowed  the  pt'fipl'nf  Fr.iutv  to  rote,  not 

whether  you  will  hare  an  emperor.  w>t  who  vill  you  have 

as  emperor,  but  will  you  have  me  for  efiiperur?    That  iii 
ijl,         *        •         e        *         «**«*« 

^'Thia  propofiition  l*  sultJoct  to  all  the  oxr«>ptionii  I  hnvp 
made  to  it,  and  yet  more.  It  prripoMM  to  submit  the  quej»- 
tion  to  the  people  of  Kansas  at  such  a  timn.  in  »uch  a  torm, 
a.Ml  undff.  such  peculiar  cirruuistance*.  that  ve  mii.ot  »•«• 
tltat  it  bi  intended,  at  levt  it  is  well  calcuhui^l  luid  injceui- 
ounly  devised,  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  HurceM  of  the  Ia^' 
cumpion  constitution,  whether  the  people  really  d«-«ire  it  or 
not.  Amontc  the  other  meaiiM  which  may  be  counted  upon 
for  possible  suoceiw  in  thLi  vote,  is  the  improbability  of  iret- 
ting  the  people  to  vote  a^aiuAt  a  proposition  for  lands, 
which  proposition  they  like,  becauju*  a  I'onstitntiun  may  ful- 
low.  Is  it  not  operating  as  a  blind  on- the  people  1  *  ll^re  is 
a  fkir  and  liberal  propoiiiLion  of  land  to  you :  do  you  not  like 
it?'  Every  man  may  sav,  *  I  like  it'  Then  comes  the  ques- 
tion. 'Will  YOU  vote  f«ir  It?'  <No;  I  will  not  vote  for  it, 
llpcauKe  I  will  have  to  take  Huch  a  constitution  with  it.'  Is 
ft  to  be  ezperted  that  every  man  in  Kansas  will  and<*r>tand 
tiiat?  is  not  the  very  manner  in  which  the  question  ii>  pre- 
sented to  him  calculated  to  disguise  the  real  question,  and 
tu  delmle  him? 

*'  Aipiin,  we  know  that  that  people  hare  been  hararaed  and 

dn^(ooned.  and  continued  under  all  sorts  of«violent  (ippr«»- 

lions  which  the  forms  of  law  would  allow,  for  many  years  in 

tuoc«iwioiL    I  need  not  go  over  the  story  of  the  violence  and 

tlie  wrongs  which  they  have  suffered ;  but  they  have  suf- 

Vred,  and  that  long  ami  severely.    They  very  much  need 

-epoae.    Now,  you  propoM  to  them  that  they  may  have  re- 

loae.    Uow?    If  they  will  take  slavery.    OtherwiiM  they  are 

i>  have  no  reprtse.  no  security,  but  are  to  be  subjected  U)  a 

till  longer  continuance  of  their  suffering!*,  and  to  endure 

unger  tribulation.        ••••♦♦♦ 

*•  There  is «nother  consideration  to  which  this  prop'<fdtlon 

ddrrtises  Itself,  calculated  to  give  it  succcim.    Th»?  pfn)i|e  of 

iausaA  have  been  told  by  the  Kxecutive  of  the  Uiiit4>d  States, 

tiat  if  they  would  only  get  to  be  a  state,  csp«'cially  if  they 

'ould  get  to  be  a  flave  state,  it  would  be  the  shortest  and 

nickost  road  to  obtain  a  free  state,  because  they  have  the 

ght  any  day  to  alter  the  constitution,  and  can  do  it  imme- 

lately.    The   I*resident  toM  them  so.    The  rciK^rt  of  the 

>mmittee  on  Territories,  who  presented  tlie  bill  passed  by 

le  Senate.  sul>^t&nttAlly  endorsed  the  same  doctrine;  and 

•ntlemen  here  s.iy  it  bt  contained  in  the  Lerompton  connti- 

itlon.  although  that  constitution  provid«*s  for  one  mode  of 

nendmenL  whi'-h  mode  Is.  that  it  may  be  amended  after 

t4.  by  a  twivthirdi*  mnjority  in  lK>th  houies  of  the  lejcislar 

re,  and  then  submitting  tlie  amendment  to  the  people — 

i  imprarti''aMH  mode. 

**  Now,  the  piHiplc  of  Kansas  are  to  be  preM>nt(>d  with  this 

lastion,  in  the  form  of  which  I  have  sp'tken,  under  this 

"tof  assnrani*e.    I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  exp«-cti'd.  cer- 

nly  it  is  very  well  calculated,  to  Induce  that  p^ttplt^  to 

te  for  the  conKtitutlon:  and,  indeed,  in  a  reoentlypul»- 

bud  letter  of  Uoveruor  Kobinwin.  he  says,  that  if  there 

a  no  doubt  as  to  how  the  (vrti1icat<«s  would  lie  jrivfo  to 

I  officers  ch'>aen  at  tlie  election  which  ha;*  »lr(>a<ly  taken 

<oe,  he  thinks  it  would  U*  well  even  to  have  the  Leromp- 

1  constitution  put  on  them,  because  they  wouM  hnvu  the 

trolling   power;  and   he  says  that  people  are  fati;;ue<t 

h  their  long  polltii*al  agitation,  and  in  nee«l  of  rest,  and 

irout  of  going  About  their  industrial  pursuits.     Is  not 

I  whole  proposition  well  calculated  to  secure  a  vote  of 

t  long-oppres*e<l  )MMipl«i.  desirous  of  peace,  even  for  what 

y  do  not  want?    The  truth  ix,  it  addresses  them  on  mo- 

«  of  that  kind.    If  they  follow  It.  they  will  n-rtainly  be 

ided.    Just  so  sure  as  the  I>ecumpton  constitution  I.h  put 

>  effect  and  operation,  it  will  not  be  altore*!  and  amend- 

If  they  attempt  to  amend  it  imme<iiately  upon  it*  be- 

fiut  into  operatiim  by  the  action  of  the  nowly-elected 
aiure.  the  governor  would  veto  the  act.    The  free  state 
tie  have  not  got  two  thirds  of  the  legisl.-iture.  and  they 
•lot  t)  have  it  aoyliow.    The  atU^mpt  to  amend  the  am- 
ition  will  be  stoppt>d;  but  if  it  were  to  go  on,  whenever 
resolves  itself  into  a  jiidi:-ial  queNtion,  ai?  it  may  at  any 
,  and  ia  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
's,  it  will  no  doubt  be  decided  that  the  people  cannot 
their  constitution  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that 
UtutioD.    It  will  be  held  that  it  is  a  sort  of  national 
tact  b^  which  pet^le  hare  come  into  the  government 
le  majority  on  that  condition ;  and  being  thus  in  the 
re  of  a  compact,  it  Is  incapable  of  being  changiM].  ex- 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  compact  itself.    They 
»  deluded  in  that;  and  I  suppose,  indeed  I  know,  that 
la  well  calculated  tu  delude  them.    Whether  it  will  do 
ectoall/,  tloM  Buiii  determine. 


**l  hare  very  little  heaitation  Id  laying  that  whatever 
may  take  place,  if  this  question  of  acri>pring  the  land  simuts 
is  prfwented  to  the  pe«iple  under  this  bill,  rely  upon  it.  Mr 
President — 1  ^peak  merely  from  the  les-toiM  wiiich  ihi-  hixlo- 
ty  of  Kansas  has  taught  me — a  majority  will  bi>  n-turriHlin 
fiivor  of  aoceptinL;  the  land  grants.  I  say  thiit  a  ui-jority 
will  be  returnt-d  itr  it,  in  all  human  pr>baliiiiiy,  uhiite\er 
theactual  votes  may  be.  I  do  not  agre*'  with  thehon  irable 
^nator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  reMult  will  be  otherwise, 
and  that  the  pniposiiion  will  be  rejvcti'd.  1  do  not  say  that 
1  d«)  not  b«-lieve  a  msjority  of  the  (leople  will  vote  ngiilnst 
it;  but  I  say  the  returns  will  sh<iW  a  majority  the  other 
way ;  and  when  I  say  that,  I  speak  merely  from  the  lessons 
taught  me  by  the  history  of  Kansas  itMelf 

"  There  is  another  matter  that  equally  liears  on  this  pro- 
position, and  addresses  its4>lf  to  us  on  this  ocra»lon.  An 
election  has  lieeu  held  under  the  Lecumpton  constitution; 
and  if  the  people  accept  these  land  grants  itith  thia  condi- 
tion, of  coupie,  then,  I  take  it  they  are  to  abide  by  that 
election.  Now,  can  anyboiiy  tell  me  what  is  the  result  of 
that  election?  Does  not  the  final  and  ultimate  determina* 
tion  of  it  rest  with  a  certain  )Ir.  Calhoun  to-day  ?  Is  it  not 
altogether  within  his  hands  and  under  his  control?  Host 
unquestionably  it  is.  If  the  people  do  as  they  may  do  nnder 
this  proposition,  and  aa  it  ia  calculated  to  have  them  do- 
accept  the  Lecompton  constitution  under  the  liellef  that 
the  certificates  of  election  are  to  be  actually  issued  tp  a 
minority  of  the  representatives  of  the  free  state  peo|de, 
they  will  certainly  be  deluded. 

**  I  have  attempted  to  show  that  all  these  motivee  and 
purposes  are  presiMited,  by  the  arrangement  of  thb*  bill,  cal- 
culated, not  to  carry  int4>  effect  the  true  wi<(l)<ni  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Kansax,  but  to  fru«trate  au<i  evade  them,  and  obtain, 
in  point  of  fact,  from  the^e  motivc>s  and  considerations,  a 
vote  of  that  people,  by  which  they  ahall  take  u(>on  them- 
selves this  slave  constitution,  abhorrent  to  their  feellngs." 

lion.  J.  J.  CETfTEXDiif  of  Kentucky,  in  the  Senate,  AprH 
27  th,  1858. 

**  The  committee  of  conference,  absndoning^ias  I  say,  the 
enforcement  of  the  iietvmpton  constitution  as  an  absolute 
one.  and  the  admission  of  the  state  as  an  altsolute  admis- 
sion, come  to  our  ground,  so  far  as  Ui  ugret>  thatth.it  io-^tru- 
ment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people.  The  committee  of 
conference  say  it  shall  l>e  submitted  t4>  the  pt-opie;  but  how 
submitted?  In  the  lair,  open,  uneneumbered  manner  that 
it  was  to  be  by  the  bill  of  the  House  of  llepresentatives  ? 
No.  sir. 

**  I  have  said  that  this  new  amendment  proposes  the  sub- 
mission of  the  constitution.  I  am  sulistantially  correct  In 
tliat  statement.  Literally,  however.  It  is  but  a  submission 
of  certain  grants  of  land  which  hare  i»een  haMtually  ma«i» 
by  Congress,  upon  the  formation  and  adniit5ion  of  new 
states — grants  for  school  purpfises.  grants  f>»r  a  university, 
gmnts  for  establishing  a  seat  of  government  It  submits 
these  grants  and  the  condition  upon  which  Ihey  are  made, 
to  wit  that  the  state  accepting  them  shall  not  be  at  liberty 
to  interfere  with  the<li!<po<ial  of  the  puMir  lands  or  to  imposa 
taxes  upon  them — it  refers  this  formal  part  of  the  instru- 
ment of  aduiiMion  t)  the  people.  It  submits  to  them  the 
question,  are  you  willing  to  take  these  grant*  of  land  or 
not?  That  is  the  only  question  tn  be  submitted  to  the 
people,  but  by  legislation  a  c(UHi>i}uencH  is  to  flow  from  their 
action  perfectly  arbitrary  in  its  nature,  and  altotfelber  illo- 
gieal  in  the  conclusion.  If  they  are  willing  tn  take  the  land, 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  they  are  willing  to  take  a  constitu- 
tion which  is  known  to  Ix*  «ibnoxious  bi  tliem:  and  If  Uiey 
reje<!t  the  itr.-itits  of  land  for  any  reaMm.  vr  without  any 
re.-oion.  then  they  are  to  be  considered  as  rejecting  the  coi>- 
stitution.  Here  is  a  side  ia-tue,  or  n  collateral  cont>equeucis 
infinitely  more  important  than  the  direct  questioo  pro- 
pounded to  the  people. 

*'Now,  sir.  why  is  this?  It  Is  In  effect  I  grant  for  I  do 
not  wi-h  to  stand  on  mere  formalities  or  technicalities,  a 
subniisaioii  of  the  umstitutiim  to  the  people.  It  is  a  sort 
of  feigned  insue  out  of  Congress.  That  ir<sue  the  people  on* 
to  try.  The  world,  looking  at  that  issue,  mi^ht  say :  *  Well, 
what  of  this;  what  do  you  say  aiiout  the  constitution;  there 
is  nothing  here  aUiat  it?'  Oh.  well,  but  we  will  annex,  by 
law.  a  legal  consequence.  thou|;h  no  man  would  ever  think 
of  deriving  it  as  a  legitimate  and  lonieal  conse4|uenee:  and 
that  nmsequenoe  shall  be.  if  you  take  the  land,  you  take 
another  thing  entirely  distinct  from  it — a  ci'rtain  constitu- 
tion. You  agree  to  waive  all  your  ol^jections  to  wliat  you 
regard  as  its  obnoxious  character  or  obnoxious  parts  if  yon 
take  the  land.  If  yon  do  not  want  tlie  land,  or  if  you  reject 
it  because  it  is  not  as  much  as  you  desire  or  as  much  as  you 
hoped  for,  th*m  you  shall  be  considered  as  rejecting  the  cot., 
stitution,  though  you  may,  In  fact  Iw  Fatbtfl'«d  with  it  Is 
this  a  fair  submissioD  of  it  to  the  people?  Ycu  say  tn  them, 
in  effect  *  vote  for  this  obnoxious  constitution ;  agree  tn  put 
this  little  yoke  on  your  necks;  and  you  shall  be  rewarded 
fiir  it  with  Unds  without  limit  almost' 

**air,  isnotthatoSiBriocatsmptatiOBf  Tbfytretolmvs 
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M  (The  ligbt  of  praptrtj  li beftm  ind  higher  than  any  oon- 
■tttaUonal  aanctioD,  and  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  vlave  to 
■udh  Blare  and  ita  Inereaae  Is  the  same,  and  an  Inrlolable  aa 
the  right  of  the  owner  of  any  property  whaterer.' 

**  Hera  is  a  declaration  that  the  Congrera  of  th^  United 
Btatea  li  called  upon  to  endone  by  TOting  in  Kanfae  a«  a 
Mate,  as  Is  now  proposed,  under  the  Lecompton  constitution. 
tbat  property  in  slaTee  la  hij^her  than  any  constitutional 
aanctton;  and  erery  Senator  or  Itepresentatlve  who  vutos  for 
Kansas  with  this  constitution,  must  be  held  ax  admitting 
that  there  is  nothing  in  that  constitution  incompatible  with 
the  proper  institutions  and  Just  policy  of  a  state.  This  pro- 
Tiaion,  it  must  be  perceired,  is  fundamental,  and  goes  to  the 
Tery  foundation  of  dvil  polity  of  the  inchoate  state.  If  the 
proposition  contained  in  it  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  obJi>o> 
don  In  admittiog  a  state  under  it;  but  if  incorrect  and 
unsound,  it  Is  so  Important  and  vital  iu^  to  fbrm  an  Insuper- 
able ol^ection  to  ilit  adnilMsion.  By  voting  to  receire  the 
atata,  we  declare  It  is  not  oluectionaliln,  and  tluit  we  do 
reoogniae  the  correctness  of  the  decIsrHtion  of  the  principle 
•onndated  in  the  section.  It  Is  not  like  the  ordinarj  pro- 
▼ialona  of  a  conntitution,  which  we  mij^ht  deem  impolitic  and 
nnwlae,  and  over  which  we  cannot  control,  as  being  entirely 
within  the  province  of  the  people  of  the  new  state;  but  it  is 
of  that  dewription  which  goes  to  the  very  foundation  of  the 
■late  and  determines  Its  charoctur,  and  recognises  a  principle 
which.  If  sound,  affects  the  people  of  every  state  in  the 
IJnion :  for  if  we  admit  that  It  in  true  in  Kansas  It  t*  true 
In  and  for  every  state  in  the  Union.  We  cannot  admit 
Kansas  as  a  state  without  then>by  sHserting  that  slavery  is 
■ancttoned  by  an  authority  trauHceiiiJintc  that  of  the  people 
of  the  states,  and  which  it  is  not  competent  fur  tlii*m  practi* 
tally  to  deny.  The  Senator  fr»m  (iintrifia  vot*>s  ti)  a<luiit 
Kansas,  and  he  thorehy  diflares  tiiet  it  is  tho.  right  of 
Kansas  to  build  its  InstitutinnM  upon  tliis  ci'utral  id^n-  This 
Idea  la  well  founded,  or  otherwise.  If  well  founded.  1  luf  state 
may  properly  be  admitted  under  it:  but  if  not,  it  is  s<i  grent 
an  error,  of  such  swwp  and  iraportnnf*e.  tlmt  no  man  can  Iw 
justified  in  voting  fur  it  It  is  ni»nir«">t,  thcrcfure,  fnmi 
what  I  have  said,  that  a  vot>)  fi>r  I  lie  bill  '^^M•^^.  in  cffi-ct,  affirm 
the  doctrines  which  are  containini  in  thu  Jjccompton  consti- 
tution." __ 

Hon.  I.  Wasrhuri*,  .Tr.,  of  M.tine.  in  the  IIouso  of  Kepro- 
•entaUves,  January  7th.  1>J5S. 

**The  Presl<k*nt  and  his  frij'nds  in  the  Si-imtc.  Mr.  Biplcr 
and  Mr.  Fitrh,  admit  that  tlin  ({uh!4|joii  nf  rilav«>ry  slmual 
be  submitted  to  the  peoiilc.  Itut  i-wn  tliiii  lias  not  Ixmmi  done. 
The  people  art*  not  tf»  jwy  whithiT  th«*y  will  have  lel.ivcry  or 
not,  out  only  In  what  w.ty  th"y  will  hnv»»  it;  only  in  reference 
Co  the  future  sources  of  Kiip])!^ :  nr,  in  nthrr  vfrth,  Viry  ore  to 
he  allowfd  fo  fny  irhrlhT  or  fmt  they  will  tfivr  tt  tlif  hvsinr** 
tif  tt'Ore-brrating.  wiViin  Vtf.  Ftntf,  thr  ativant.iiif  of  ahmliitt! 
prf)Utiion  agniitst  /urrujn  onnf^fi'tinu.  Vote  any  ws)-  the 
people  can,  and  Flaverr  is  fixed  in  thu  Ntate,  and  ff>rHT(>r.  or 
nntil  the  con<itiuition  shsU  )>«  overthrown  i>y  n  revolution. 
The  increase  of  the  hinves  in  KunsA«  are  protected  ly  thu 
•  conKtitution  with  no  Fl.iverv."  and  th*»rH  is  no  provi.'^io'n  by 
which,  uudfr  the  conyititutliin,  aiiy  chsnires  can  be  miule. 
hereafter,  to  afFei-t  the  coniiirion  of  thn  slaves  oow  within 
the  territory,  and  thfir  de^l(>(•ndHnts.  Not  only  till  l>>t>4.  but 
to  the  end  of  time,  is  the  existence  of  slavery  s«K'urcd  t^y 
this  convtitulion.  Thouph  thi*  >con.«titution  with  nu 
alavery*  l)e  adoiiti^l.  it  will  Ite  with  the  cundiiiun  'that  the 
riiifht  of  proi^rtv  in  sIhvps,  now*  in  thif*  ti>rritory.  nh.-ill  in  no 
manner  Ixi  intcrfri-d  nith:'  and  ax  it  respects  the  future, 
under  thin  constiiiitiuii  it  is  proviih'd  that,  sfler  1S(>4,  when 
the  conHtitutir>ii  nny  !•  •  aliered  iu  all  other  r»fi))ects,  *  no 
alteration  shall  \ny  ma^i-  t  *  alNfi  ihe  ritihla  of  property  in 
the  ownership  of  blavcri.'  Tims  the  |»e<i|iitf  *.x>  to  iw  bnund. 
hand  and  fin^..  and  a  f^w  inti>rl'i]ifni  and  misfreHnt«t, 
as.4cnibl*Hl  at  LiK-onipton,  in  isfiT.  will  control  the  millions 
of  people  wlio  ar<.i  tu  inhabit  that  brttad  and  l>eautifui  lond, 
for  ages  and  ajru.-.*'  

Hon.  TleNRT  Wilson  of  Mnssachufietts.  In  the  Senate, 
February  Od,  1S58. 

**  I  think  there  will  soon  be  a  ireneral  union  in  the  North, 
aa  there  Is  now  in  the  .'^onth.  We  are  fast  coming  to  it; 
and  let  me  tell  t)ie  ^lenntopt  on  th«'  adniinisrrntlon  Kide  of 
this  chamber,  th.it  if  thi'V  cimsummate.  If  they  sup|M>rt — 
whether  they  nurrj'i'd  or  tail — thu  tirin-.;tn(;  of  linii!'ns  into 
the  Union  under  the  l/nvinpton  ron.-titulion.  with  a  know- 
ledi^e  of  all  thi"*e  mon»<trou:*  fraud."<  si*atler»Mi  over  the 
land.  er»mpn*hendod  by  the  whol"*  counlry,  they  will  d«> 
morn  to  unite  all  honest.  Ii1)erty-li>vin);.  4io<l-fi-nrin(;  men  in 
tlie  North,  than  has  l>een  ai'*"ompH>hi'd  by  any  ai't  ever 
adopted  liv  tliit*  ;r"vernniiMit.  Yt)nr  K«iina»»-N»'briiska  fxdley 
of  IKM  chivered  to  iitoin*:  ihnt  .i^reat  Whij  party  whii-h  lind 
battled.  ^■>mi-tlmt'«  sucivhsliidy.fr  iMivier  here,  under  tho 
lead  of  Kme  of  the  nit!«t  iici*omplished  ststesmeu  of  the 
oountry.  Another  party  fiprang  U|>— the  American  party. 
It  pausci,  it  fal'end.  and  it  went  down  under  the  general 
jud^suieui  of  tho  people  of  the  few  states.    The  Republican 


party  row  In  ono  year  nvm  ft  ftw ' 
at  the  hut  Presidential  election  one  mfliioa 
and  forty  thousand  votaa.  It  eama  nurta 
wished  It  to  do,  taking  the  control  of  thl4  govt 
this  country.  Go  on,  gentkoian  of  the  riav^oUli 
In  your  avowed  policy  of  alaTery  expanetoa  mm 
iupremafqr,  by  foreing  Kansas  into  the  Tnloa  v 
Lecomplon  constitution,  agi^nst  the  known  wU 
people  of  that  territory,  and  their  csu-nrat  appoah 
■ense  of  Justlos,  truth,  and  honor,  and  you  will  a 
people  of  the  North,  already  deopiy  IncMisrd  bj  yo 
ty  the  viol«4ice  and  frauds  your  rrentUfv*  hava  pt 
in  Kansas,  to  rise  In  the  msjesty  of  ronacWtna  pf>» 
your  sttbaervlent  allies  fifun  power,  take  the  ffn 
and  overthrow  forever  you  and  your  (ollcy.  I  tell 
to-day,  that  your  support  of  this  gigantic  crime  a|| 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Kanaaa  Is  brloiring  upoa 
condemnation  of  the  enuntry  and  the  world.** 

Hon.  JAJRa  Wiuoa  of  IndUna,  In  tho  Bonsi  < 
retenUtivce,  klarch  28th,  1658. 

**  But  I  object  to  this  oonstituthm  Ibr  anetiifr  eai 
ISf  slavery.  And  what  of  alavery  In  the  Leooaptr 
tntlon  f  Why,  sir,  it  eoaea  to  us  In  Its  most  dctrtCi 
not  bold  and  defiant,  aa  If  rirht,  but  «hl«4ilinf  Itaa 
the  forms  of  law,  and  skulking  behind  fnrod  am 
for  its  protection.  What  further?  At  the  Tety 
announci^  a  proposition,  so  untrue,  and  uiteriy  at 
with  Justice  and  humanity,  that  had  it  not  beon  pn 
the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  should  havi 
the  conclusion  that  all  human  fanaticism  and  n4i 
ference  to  the  rights  of  man  had  found  an  amoprii 
in  the  I/ec«inipt(>n  convention.  What  ia  the  pie 
The  inviolHbility  of  property  In  human  hefm^; 
and  1.  and  all  of  tt^  have  so  to  deelare,  or  njact 
stitution.  And  not  only  Is  property  In  a  dave 
increasi'  for  ever,  inviolable,  but  befiire  and  hl^ 
any  constitutional  sanction.  Approve  thia  pRi|K«l 
wliMt  follows?  Universal  slavery.  State  lines  wi 
protection:  state  constitutlnos  will  W  m>  ahi^ 
ri>!htJi  no  cuard;  skves  as  property  will  be  aa  seci 
sixteen  fi>>e  sUtes  as  in  the  fifteen  slavo  fteu 
assumes  that  slave  property  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
exception  or  governetl  by  dilferent  rules  than  ■ 
pnipTiy.    1  dNNent  wholly. 

'Why,  Mr.  if  slavery  and  the  ripht  to  bold  « 
before  and  hiirher  than  any  cons' it  utikinal  sanct>4i 
make  that  issue?  Why  evade  it  by  claiming,  wfa 
can  lie  di)ne,  'constitutional  sanction?'  Onae.  i 
the  challnnge.  Erase  from  this  lieci»ni|>t/m  cun<til 
'  constltutiohal  sanction*  of  slavery,  ami  you  will  i3 
a  great  extent,  opposition  to  its  reception.  Era#e 
constitution  of  Arkansas,  South  Carolina,  and  ott 
holding  states,  the  'constitutional  sanction'  of  sla^ 
you  will  offer  a  tribute  to  humanity.  Kraee  firom 
•titntton  of  tho  United  .<^tates  the  'constitutional 
<if  the  recapture  of  ftigitivea  from  aervire.  and.  sir 
scieni-e  and  the  duty  of  the  N<Tth  will  no  loogei 
Ah  :  trentlemen  of  the  Siuth,  1  advi^  you  to  cHni 
stitutlonal  sanctions.'  and  not  trust  yourseivcw  \ 
propiTty  npon  the  uncertain  tenurw  of  Inviolabilil 
I  hold  this  to  be  true:  that  slaverr  h  ueivly  a  U 
tntlon,  and  that  slaves  are  held  and  prvemed  by 
of  the  several  states  tliat  rec»»cni«e  Its  existew 
them,  I  and  we  have  nothing  to  do.  It  Is  cori#t 
slavery  in  the  states  is  beyond  the  inierferen*^  <<  (b 
Governinent,  or  the  ^tates.  or  the  |>e«»ple  of  the  stal 
do  not  recognise  its  existence.  It  Is  conceded  that 
prop»'rty  in  those  states— maile  so  by  li'gl-latioB. 
state  le'irislation  cannot  make  tliem  property  eve 
its  liffht  is  restricted— it  is  limited.  It  cannot  p. 
state  lines.  Bevond  tho9«  limit'i,  the  slave  la  a  roai 
lonp»r  property.  Such  I  understand  to  U  our  1 
Judieial  derifiioDS.  and  the  rule  of  action  in  fha  f\ 
and  of  the  civilised  world;  and.  .-ir.  It  is  to«  lale  v 
to  promul(;ate  any  other  and  a  different  ilnrfrina.  1 
be  done.  Tlie  invfolahility  of  slave  property  is  ar 
universal  laws  of  right,  humanity,  and  justice  aa 
prevail.  But  sUvery  hi  In  Kansas,  of  tablbhed  I7 
stttution;  and.  as  far  as  this  constitution  is  onw 
firmly  establiflied  as  in  any  slave  »Ute  in  this  Unk 
now,  what  is  demand«>d?  Why,  sir.  that  Kansas  u 
lyi-C(>iiipton  constitution,  shall  be  admitted  Into  Uils 
aiJmltted.  t/»o,  Mgainst  the  will  of  her  peofle,  wifb 
perpetuate«l  in  her  limits,  and  the  In^lolaMliry  .^  ■ 
l»erty  written  in  her  constitution.  Shall  it  be  d-^oe! 
mfutatives  of  the  American  people,  will  yon  tamely 
the  Kxecutive  demand?  Justlop  furUda.  the  yt«%V 
let  their  voice  be  respected.  I  ask  you,  sir  ,addr^ 
(Jilmer,  of  North  Carolina],  Southern  man  m  Jt 
honorable  and  high-minded  aa  I  knam  yon  to  bo— el 
done?  Doee  Southern  honor  demand  It?  Doflsntbtf 
demand  It?  No!  Then  why.  for  even  a  iingk! 
upon  a  people^  an  Amefften  peopK 
abhor  ?** 


oTlalhtFldl^Mlihla 


B  i>  ■  pfwclobli  or  irall!i>r*bt*  wit  of  ntatilnc  ■  ilaii 
bt    WboMlimtMvUitl  bniMwHIbiiBuidisUii. 

kipt  ™  ^  ■'■>'_^<*«_^<^  •^''llf'i!!?  lis'' 


n■.;,',■",^l,|■,'.■"i...-■:^,.rft.^.*.^ft^« 

Ll,   LI,..   )...  ..|   .  .,.,.il,t»<t  of  llir  UH. 
„, .  „,  .,(  ,.„j;~     irvaar* 

„_.^ ,.,j,  ..,  iu4j«iH.ip^..t  uj  b«  Uvnlfd  K.    ft  laDiit 

EOrluc  Ui*  Bdli  ibtvprj  ■^i,  SiipptiH  wa  bail  had  a 
lir  tfalanboUan  Id  Ihil  Wnittar ;  iumih*  a  mlaorlM 
,  ahm^"  *— '  r"—  i'"~—- ■t-''-W-'T'"'"""'' 
Eh4  bitf  kavt  IftMB  oal  b(  Ihlrty-Knir  coaBiM  ont 
^^^^1  cMitiatlWB  <  (uppiio  Lh>]>  1m4  hrmad  a  DtmUliuHin 

nB<B  ■llboul  •nbiutliiuii  inn  *ai^(i3j>Df  lbal>c>l>Man! 
nc  wplKHv  U»;  kdl  KulHulib^  all  MfU  of  Ihi  nnatltiiUiHi 
IB  tte  imuUr  'ot^  ■Krji'  I'll  iMi  elauw  prahlbtUng  llanry, 
'-— KlaallmmM  lieTiiL«lilc<wDir-abiiilll«dIiiih«iBiJinil^ 


•nitndTtha  wdl  ntour 


taU0D<iuriDitilKllDaHU«i1>M«ir  rallflraUgn.  Thi-jr 
*  aae  pmp«T  to  do  ib  If  innfFvlKii'X  rHld*«  wItTi  Iha 
nrntflt.  Itia  rl|[b(  loiMlVata  Uirlr  aulhivUT  li  InirpaTBlilg 
nnn  Ihalr  KTirricalT.  Tha  rliclil  la  dilfgiM  Itwir  pnvi^r 
ta  ai  ImivvtaDt  tn  tbawaple  ma  Ihp  H^hl  tn  aft  ftir  Ltmt- 
mItm.  Tha  pM^laof  fouiiBa.  throneh  Ihelrlawfiil  (Krnla, 
tba  gteltinu*.  fninid  (halt  eoniUtatlon  In  Ihalr  ami  ny. 

am)  rftaofl  and  cDnRUDa  [Mr,  Avorjl;  and,  In  mj  hnm- 

UmatHpHlHilaBaar  Ilia  Kaniu-Nfhn'kn  till,  and  datnurt 
of  (ban  baftn  Ibtj  an  admUlnt  Itaat  tbcr  tball  tarn  It  lu 
iHir  wtj.  ar  aa  ■>  max  <^<»»  M  dlrMle  la  thra.  or  Ulnl 
Ihaf  iliaU  ntliy  U  la  a  mannar  pwartlwd  bj  ■  nKOnrlt;  of 

Bllud  Inu'tba  rnton  alnH  thx'lbndallon  of'iba  T^ml 
OooilllDHoa,  ana  In  (ilboal  haitnii  luul  th?ii  mRaUTD- 
Itona  Aral  nblplltad  to  the  rolr  at  Iha  propla.     Han^of 


jf  tlia  dfllagalaa  vbo  mould* 


BIT  brioK  nl-.uL  Dot  a«  fw  Ihi:  Bluk  Kfpnbjlranpar^ 

(»«  liai  full  and  FDtira  antborlly  tu  li^ilala  Id  alJ  Ibliwi 

daol*"  ifr  tba  praplB  tharaof  (ba  riubt  to  icoTarn  tfaoDnflTat 
id  tlialr  o*ti  aaj — \t  bat  nn  airuH  for  IIji  pntaoded  loaa 
fcr  tha  olU  of  Ilia  rnxjorllr :  and  I  conrc~  Ib.t  I  can  bMt 
IbaD  pratlof  about  p^ular  rk^liLi  und  Iha  fraadoa  of  tba 
paupEa  wllb  no  othar  tbaa  ftallojjii  of  UlUKOat.'' 

UnD.  F.  K.  Kotuiwrm  of  TaoouHa,  In  tba  IIoiuh  of 
RrpraHDUUiaa,  Mardi  Slal,  IsiS, 

"  i(  ii  nlil  Ibat  Iha  nniTeDiInn  nu;hl  lo  ban  labmlllad 
Iba  vhala  FUnaQlutfan  to  a  popular  vole.  It  appears  to  tna 
that  Ihla  vaa  not  al  all  aapaa-ary,     Tlio  paopla  had  ■Iraadjf 


f.  Tbej  had  (he 


anin  tha  alaalkiD  of  dala 
irlilch  tbaj  hadaWrop 


tHipa  a  gopatlEutlun  mod  aabOilt  II  la  tham  fbr  ntlflcaUon. 
But  tba;  did  not  raa  propar  hi  to  do.  On  4ba  anntrarj',  tba 
dalegMea  wan  atpmi];  tnilrurlrd  lo  '  frama  a  eonnUtilUon 
and  atata  fov aremanf  'for  admlKiloo  loio  tba  Uolon/  wJib- 
oul  a  worJ  aa  to  anhaklMnK  It  to  iha  peopla-  Tlilj  waa  wall 
nndanbnd  al  Iha  Hat  Iha  dalantu  aarselaatad:  and  Uila 
niDda  waa  adoplad  upas  tba  walW>talill-bnl  tbaurji  that  tha 

dalagataa,  alolfaad  with  full  powar  u  oiitt  mil  Ibair  will,  a> 
l^adlrvct  Toteof  tha  vbnle  pMiple.    Surh  mode  bad  baao 


■d  tba  organle  act  of  KanntJ,  Con^raafi  bad  pladfad 
a  tba  pvpU  *  parfacllt  tnto  to  Jbrm  and  Ta«u^>A 
it  iBaUUUana  te  Uwfr  own  «<ai,K£u>tV  wA-i  ^ 
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MM  and  nnyR  on  tho  prenmMe  and  ampn'lmpnt  of  Mr.  i 
Montf((im«ry»  which  muiititute  tho  entire  1I«U!M'  bill.    On  ' 
that  votM  my  rfiilm^uc's  iinniL'  is  recurdnd  Tur  ilie  prfauible 
and  anivntliiieut,  pu^u  l«U7,  fourth  liuefruiu  tliv  buttuui  of  ; 
tho  lnHt  mluuiii. 

Mr.  lii'iTKR.    It  iiuHt  lie  rcmomborvd  that  nrHoIutionx  and  j 
bllirt  an*  nlwivF  pui'-^fij  U.-forr  tho  pri.'ambli'S. 

Mr.  (,'ox.  \V«)  will  cnim*  t(i  tlial  in  a  iiKMiiciit.  !!<>  (Ii<l  not 
vote  fur  that  pn-itinlie:  nini  hu  never  voii'h  by  niiKtuke,  hn 
my».  Thore  i^  iw  «tir.t|.u  for  thi;  gvntlvuiait  In.mi  tliih 
:ilunimj.  I  wmiid  not  i-hII  atti'utiun  U)  it.  I'lit  fdr  th>>  fnct 
that  my  (■(>11<-n-.rni'*s  pulitic-ul  tVit'inlrt  in  Oliin,  in  tli«?  rniin<it  of 
ihoir  uiii'\iiiii|iliMl  rtl.ii!4i-  of  my  vot»!  fir  tlio  ronUn'HC*'  bill, 
bavr 'I'luic  I  liii- S.IIII-  iir«.':iiiibltf  whicli  all  tliu  lU'publit-tiiirt 
ri'liHl  I'm-.  f<<i  my  o.i|.l,.':iiiiaii<iii.  1  do  not  pri»fi'>.'«  to  und-.'r- 
El«n'.^  Jiiii  •liiii;;  u-  Wi-il  IKS  tlie  p-ntlHinan.  II«!  iiovcr  voica 
_;iy  Uiistiikr:  liiHuiure.  he  must  have  HUxtained  ihnt  bill  bk 
It  went  t'ri.iii  ilii;  ll>ii.>:i>  to  the  S<'nate;  and  th:it  bill,  hk  it 
1MM<-«1  IIm  lIuiiM-.  had  ihi'  ]trfaMible  in  it.  Hfiweduld  It 
Jkave  p>t  thrtiu>;li  thi'«  llonoe  without  his  v<ite?  fur  on  thlK 
bill  hr  vmIimI  ,;vi'ry  tiini.i  witli  tlie  ui;ijcirity!  Oin  therti  be 
any  dunbt  alxtut  it?  Turn  u\or  to  pa.;e  lA^iH,  and  ynu  will 
Me  that  Mr.  MiMit^innTy.  after  "  Vf.  hill,  a.-*  amendod,  wa> 

CiBsed."  ujuvfd  tu  "ttriliu  out  of  the  preamble  a  part  of  thb 
nsuH|;e  U(<eil." 

Mr.  Lkiti:u.  We  nu>;iit  tu  have  had  a  soparatf*  rote  on 
that  pn'Hinble.  It  was  piKirly  unghui-red.  1  luokvdon  the 
niaTia):eui«-nt  then  ari  bun.:lin'4. 

BIr.  Oj.\.  WliHtluT  ic  wua  Ko«xi  endnoerlnff  or  not,  my 
eollea>;utf  T(iti<4i  for  tlx*  preamble;  and  ho  never  votes  by 
mistuke.  IfitwitMliad  enjxineerinK  and  buni;Iiii{|f.  my  dl- 
lei4;ue  iii  in  for  il;  ai*t|  rannot  help  ii  by  hii«  demial.  Ah !  the 
ftvutleman  is  lN•^innill^  lo  undefbtand  the  matter.  If  it  waa 
all  ritfht.  and  In-  maiii>  no  miitake,  and  hu  did  nnt  Tute  fur 
tb«  preamble.  wh<>r>5  is  thi>re  any  buu;;lint{?  Where  the  Uui 
inaiia:;enii'nt  ?  If  ni\  ci>llea};ue  did  ni;t  vote  for  the  preamble. 
there  \h  no  bun^lin;:.  noni>  at  alt.  Why  Khould  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery innve  lo  Htrike  out  a  ]art  of  the  pn>amble,  if  the 
Rfntleman  [Mr.  lA-ilcr;  votlnt;  with  the  majority  did  not 
Tute  fur  il !'  Allow  me  to  quote  fi-om  tlie  Cilobe,  pag«  1438. 

**  Mr.  MoNTdOMKRT.  Is  it  in  order  to  more  to  strike  oat  of 
the  pn'umbit*  u  p.ini'm  rif  the  IiiniCiiaffi'f 

"The  SPKAKMt.  Tlu!  Oh.dr  is  "of  opinion  that  it  is  not. 
Thequi-Mtion  ba^  Inwu  hn;r:;rsteil  within  the  last  few  minutvM 
The  proper  lime  to  linvo  moved  auy  amf>ndment  to  the  pre- 
amble wan.  in  the  (ipiuion  of  the  Chair,  before  the  bill  wad 
OfiieriMl  to  a  tiiird  ri>adin({.*' 

f*o  th:it  it  was  tbt- n  t'm  Into,  an  it  l*  Uf>w  too  late,  for  any  of 
us  to  fvt  1  id  of  that  M.ti"  lor  ilu-  .Montgomery  bill.  I  have  no 
fue!)  di'sire  I  think.  iM-inn?  the  tnll  t-l.-i'tioii  i.s  ovir,  I'erlHin 
^entl'incn  will  U'  •■•.ri'y  fi-rlb'.'ir  nti:ii-Us  upon  incmlK>rs  who 
bone-lly  \ot'-.l  f-.r  tin*  (v.nf.T'MKN'  hill,  whlirh.  u-*  Mr.  ^^Hlt- 
gointry  liini-'-lr  s.iy-.  i-J  th.'-amH  thin;;  in  ^'ub.'^t:ln(:e,  exci-pt, 
porhaps  a  •*  Il  w  v.-i  hiil  altt-rations." 

Ilow.  then,  laii  th'-  ::riit!«-ni:in  bay  there  la  a  preamhlo  to 
the  Hon-i'  hill.  miI>  .»<  h-*  vo|.>iJ  fur  iff    lb-  n-M-r  u.ive  a  v<»li; 
acain^t  tho  hill  i»,  any  xhap-.     Tb"  pn-atuhh.  \i.ts  voli-d  lor  ; 
by  iiim  wliiMi  h>-  \-'t<--l  for  the  hi  1  .-i.s  iinii'n(lr<l. 

Mr.  1^1  II I. II.  1-  \v.i-  pnnitt.'-l  t')  n«iJi:iiu  there,  when  it 
•houlil  Inivi*  U-(  Il  -ir-.  k'oi  onT.. 

Mr.  C'ox.  \tr\  w.-ll.  I  b.iVM  w;|j,|  „:|  j  dcvintl  to  on  tliat 
point.  Th  It  ri  m  iiU  of  my  roll.  't.:\i.-  i-  cn'-U'jb  for  bini.  I 
do  not  r'frr  !•»  ibi<  lo.-it'i-i  iriv*  f.i  .iny  otlicr  ]>\irp'isi>  than 
to  advi>«>  li'OiSli'  n-n  ihit  tiic-y  nri-  n'>i  to  Ih«  alloW'-d  to 
put  the  PiMi)o<T.i->  o!'ii)ii>  to  th-  il.-f.  n<-<'  of  that  whii-h 
they  tli<-in<>i-lNi  <  ill  I  — ;>ii<<\\in'jly  did  ui  1  niid<-r  no  nii^-  ■ 
apprnlik-n-ion.  Aul  \\  h-Mi  «••  arc  diar;; -I  wi'.h  votin-,j, 
by  wny  of  pr-'!Oiil'<'.  th-it  th.j  ••  |ifin.i«>  nf  ivaii>.:iH''  m.uh' 
Leeon»,«toti  -fir  :h  -ni'-lv •■.■*,■  «<>  |>uiiit  to  the  entire  Ib'pub-' 
liean  rei>i>rr|  (II  Niinniliii  co'leno'ii.  iind<'r  " uo  mistake," 
recorded  tlie  fame  tiling  a-«  tlo'ir  ojiinii^in. 


lion.  A\i:>v  II.  (!r. \(ii>r  of  New  Il.tiiipshire,  in  tho  Ilou.'e 
of  lb>pri-.-i-nta;i\.-..  M.iy  'Jllh,  I^.'.n. 

*•  1  ean  think  of  hot  i^ne  transa-tion  in  s:ifr<'d  or  profine 
hI«torv  >silh  wilt  h  to  i-iniiian?  Ibl<  the  l^n^^li.sh  Couter- 
eure  hill  .     Th"  r.i'.l"  r.-.-onK  ii.  a«^  f.llovn*: — 

***1b»-  dvil  fak'*'h  him  up  inbtan  exiviilin;;  biub  moun- 
tain, nn-l  >>liov\M;ii  him  all  tli--  kiu;;<l>jn>-<  ol  the  world,  and 
the  i:liry  of  tin-in  : 

'••.\nd  -;iith  nii'i  hi-n.  all  the<e  thiu;;s  will  I  give  thee, 
if  thou  will  I'lil  do'.«ti  .tnd  Mor.>hip  nir>. 

'"Then  -"aiili  .l.-.ij.'.  unto  hini.  jjel  ibeo  hence.  Satan.' 

'"The  sl:«ve  p'-w-r.  in  thin  latter  tran-aetlun,  pi-rsrinate* 
U»e  ii«"vil.  an  i  ;..iys  t  •  th:*  |..-  .(.le  of  l\an»:i.s. '  All  tb"se  tbin.;s 
will  1  urive  th<'<'.  if  iliou  wiit  t.ill  (I  iwn  and  won<hip  me.'         I 

"The  ]»-.•>. pie  o|  K,iM.-.LS  uill   make  the  .siuie  repl\ — 'Get  ' 
Ihee  huuiie,  .'^aluu.' "  *  | 


Letter  from  the  lion.  Jefccilsoti  Datis,  to  F.  IVy«:idk. 
of  Yazoo  city,  Mhudwlppi. 

\Vnshin;rton  City.  May  U,  1!»09l 

••l>i'ar  Sir:  It  civt^mi*ph>ai-un' toai-kii<tu]inl^«  ih#-  ri<^'tp4 
of  your  letter  of  the  Int  inxtaul.  to  «ib|i  h.  it-vm  >till  uuable 
to  write,  I  must  reply  by  availiij;{  myM.dt  ul  lL«'  h«i:d  uf 
another. 

'■You  a^k  my  viewfi  iis  to  what  thi>  Stuitfa  «bnuld  d>>  in  th« 
event  lliat  Kantms  should  Ifelmii  )y  relu>eitadniiK-iiiM  iiiTiiIIm 
Union  umler  the  Uvompion  mu-lituiiou.  Your  i;  ipdry 
shows  Ihni  you  had  not,  at  the  dute  ol  >>-iir  leittr.  Ujtruid 
the  Hctiou  wideh  (..onKroMi  ba-«  t.nken  np-n  the  .jUi-s'i  in  of 
the  ailmUsion  of  Kuumm  uuilf  r  tlte  roustitutiuu  Iraiut-U  al 
Let'ompton. 

"The  questions  whl'*h  ai^tated  the  \,^^^t]t»  nf  Mis-t->ip|<l. 
when  I  wai«  last  amon>:  you.  wen>  a^  bi  tbfti<ur«H  uhe-a  tb«- 
imI ministration  would  pumue  in  r<  iaiion  !••  ih>'  a^tiiui  i<r  ih^ 
coiiventitm  in  Kan>as,  and  wbrtbfr  tlie  i  <<n;:n-^s  «ou.J 
apply  to  the  applieatl-ni  of  Kan(<U'<  tto-  <li>.;nia  ul  '  .\i>  m-trv 
slave  stales?*  Fortunately  for  u.-s  hi  itber  of  lb:'  i^'Ui^  mi 
which  I  took  poiiition  twfore  my  felliiWHiti<:eu9<if  M !.■«;> i>»ippl 
remains  now  for  conhlderation. 

••Tiie  Executive,  so  far  fn»m  opimninif  nh!>:tj|(-lHi  u>  the 
admission  of  KanKSS.  b«Krnuse  the  •-•mveniion  hail  mt  .out- 
mitted  the  constitution  fi»rme>l  by  ii  for  tin*  r3iiiflr:«i|.in  of 
the  people,  by  a  popular  \ote.  hai*  usi-d  alt  of  his  intturnr* 
to  pmniote  fii>orabie  artion  bv  ('(in;:r^iis  U|s»n  th>  apidk'ie 
tion  of  the  new  slate;  and  ifiM  CViuterei**.  Imrrinic  all  nide 
pretences,  and  overthrowing;  all  opjiit^ition  tci  the  iiiiiHtirn- 
tion  of  Kansas,  berau«e  il  r*T<.i.:nis*H|  ihe  rl^ht  nf  pn)[^Tty 
in  slaves,  have  derided  to  admit  Kan-as  Into  Uie  I'nlwn  wiih 
the  roni'titutfon  framed  at  Ije«Tt)mpt/.u :  ihus.  at  the  m«« 
time,  decidini;  that  the  reeO);nitioii  of  rlavery  in  the  rnn^t:- 
tution  of  a  new  slate  should  notexrluile  her  from  adini^lon 
into  the  Union,  and  that  tlie  inhabitantM  of  a  tfrritory.  wh<ii 
awuming  the  powers  and  re>ponMbilitli-^  of  (he  |ie«>Vle«tr  a 
state,  have  a  right  to  reiruiate  their  domoittlr  lustitutioof  in 
their  own  way — framiuic  their  fund.tntental  law  either  by 
delejcatos  assenildeil  in  convention,  by  the  pe<»|de  iimteoH 
in  ma.«s.  or  by  any  othiir  mode  whieh  to  th«*m  may  sivm  bc-«t 

"Ap)iend'td  to  the  n.«nMitution  as  a  iiiuditloD  n>nnert»d 
with  tlie  application  for  the  admission  into  thf  I'Dlnn.  the 
convention  of  Kansai  submitted  an  ordinamv  whbh  ««t  np 
extraonilnary  and  inadmibsible  claims  In  relation  to  tb« 
public  domain,  and  demanded  exorbitant  };ninli>  uf  land  (v 
eilurutlonal.  railn>ait.  and  other  purposes.  Then*  the  Con- 
KH'SS  refused  V*  reco^ni^e  as  a  ri'.:ht.  or  to  ?rant  a*  an 
endowment,  at  the  same  time  pn  pl»^iTll;  t<>  the  |-<>>'|]e  t} 
Kansfix  tiTms  which,  thoii.'h  mi-n*  nnnier-iti-.  »■  re  ■piii  ■ 
equal  to  tbos4>  which  had  Ui-n  grantiil  tti  ilo- nii»i  iA\.r->l 

Hijite  at  the  <iate  rf  her  admission.     The  only  <|i!--.ti tb- n. 

wliii'-h  rfmaiu'^  m.  will  the  petq.le  of  Knn)>,i»  a'--«-pi  ti.e  i-t:  • 
prop  mh|   by  Con^re^M.  or  not?     If  they  ai-- •  pt   tl  >•  srn,». 
then   the  ae|ion  of  (\.n^re.-««.  U  c.>in|let.>:  ih-  toi  •.•iimf -j 
bavin;;    l)een    alread>    ri-i*ei\i-d.  ar-|>r<<vi->l.    ni.-i    <!■•>    •'   ti- 
admitted  uo'lerit:  ami  the  I're-'ident  of  t)„.  |  ni-d   '•-'•> 
iij-in  nitlificiition  of  the  a<'(-i'|>tHn(*e  i«f  ibe  ^ifii.:-  •.  :j:.ir-- 1 
haviiK  ixH'ii  antb  ri/eii.  by  ppel.tmation.  :■•  .inn-  u-.i-    ■•  • 
fact  that  K:in»as  l-  a  ^t:^le  in  the  luion.    If  tin-  t-rm*  .  ':  :    . 
by  C'liiLire-K  Ik*  lieelined.  fbi*n  Kaii<(a-«  remain^  .-»  i -rr:: 
of  the   l.'niU-i  .Slal".i.  an<l.  a**   |roAi.i«|  in  tl:e   ■».♦  f  r  I.,  r 
:iiInii>i'ion,  nin.xt  i"*  n'lnaiii  until  .-he  ha-  a  i-m  m!  iti  ■•  » i  ■>  r, 
will  entitle  her  to  at  h-a-t  one  re]Tf«i-iit-iti\e  in  r'-n.-n"- 

"The  mode  in  whi.-h  the  .-ii.-i  i  prjiiiii-  i.r  i  i.i-.-i-i  •-;  t'.- 
frrnnts  olTered  l»y  Con;re»K  in  lii-n  of  ih-e.-*  cinino'^l  )  \  id  . 
sa-  slionid  U^  de-'idcd.  wji>  s|>e.  iiiid  in  the  :»  i  tut  a-ltni"!  . 
TIds  wan  a  mere  question  of  iH>.i--\  t.r  e  nti-nifi  <•••  f.r  n-- 
tbin^  ran  lie  more  eiear  than  that.  Mben  ih-  iMiilirxin* 
annexed  to  their  applie.iti  >ii  tor  Hdnii-*:!  n  hi  t  U- n  >i  ii.%-l 
by  the  tVinj;res'i.  th  •  i»'iipleot  Kaii«*  sw.-n- :«  t  J-inn  i  *'\  il-nr 
proposition,  and  had  a  riirbl  to  \iiilii=r.iu  it.  if  th>y  k-lv-ti.l 

it  to  be  f<o  mateiially  alteeli  d  by  th- I'.i.iejri- .-r  i» ;.; 

tions  a^  to  n>nder  admU^ion  into  the  I'niou  ttu  lr.n.:>'r  d-.-«ir- 
able  to  them. 

"Ity  the  art  of  admi'-'ion  a  territory  be.-.»niei.  an  ^^nal  in 
the  si.xterhoud  of  states,  and  ib'.^e  wlV^  riiuni  the  ::>?:<  ■: 
(?onKrej<8  to  modify  thi'  coiistiiiiii  n  of  a  ►tn'-  a-K;n.-  f  r 
admis.-4ion.  or  to  coen*e  lu-r  to  enier  tb"  1  :  i-.-i  uu'-'T 
terms  uiiaCfvptAbUi  by  the  iiimiiinnity  ■  :Tt  ntf  -i:-..:*..'  iii> 
iloetrinr'  of  htate  richt*.  and  d<n.\  i.i'  f'.-.d  lO  ;ii)  i  .,,■..■ 
ity.  whirh  are  iuai'parabb;  fr>-m  tiii)  id<a  of  »iar-  *-.\r 
rel'.;nty. 

"The  consequence.*  of  admitting;  a  >-t.ifi>  wlib.nir  a  r-^'-.-id 
tion  pHHi'dent  of  the  ri.rht'*  of  the  l"nit.-l  ."ii  it.  ••  i..  th.-  y„> 
lie  domaiu,  are.  in  my  opinion,  thv  tr:ini>ter  ••.  r*->   i.-di  I 
with  the  eminent  domain.  b>  Uie  }iii>ile  (<f  ll.>-o'-iii  il.u* 
admititHl  without  reserv.ation. 

"The  bill  first  pa-srxl  by  the  Senate,  like  th  •:  ul.  ?i  I- 
rame  a  law,  cfiven-d  the  two  p-iints  ^Iin-Ii  in  niv  i- !■ »-. 
contained  all  that  wan  im|>'»rtant  t>i  th**  Smkh  -  M'-r.  'l- 
rei'oi:nition  of  the  rijriit  of  the  |ic«.p]e  ti>  fxenl^-  e-tir-  <-  n- 
tml  over  the  nuhle  in  wbi«h  th«y  woiiM  |.n'ii«*  !.■  f.<»:  i 
tJieir  cuuiititutiua;  second,  that  the  reco^nitiun  «.f  the  ri«;Li 
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tn  Tinid  (tIaTM  fhoald  not  be  a  barrier  to  the  admlwdon  of  a 
new  BtaU)  into  the  Union.  Ai*  a  question  of  prvfereore  be- 
tirupn  thH  bill  of  the  Senate,  whioh  failtHl  in  the  lloune,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  of  C(;nfi'reDi-e.  which  beranio  a  law, 
DH)  Jud^mieitt  ii*  in  favor  of  the  latter,  bccauw}  it  distinctly 
reee»vM  the  ri:£htM  of  the  United  State-*,  and  doeti  nut  at- 
tempt to  coiifftrue,  or  He**mingly  to  su^rtreRt  any  mcKliflcatiun 
of,  the  conNtitution,  or  to  offer  any  justification  fur  haTiiig 
Mioiitttid  Uie  RtMttt.  but  leaven  it  to  i<tiiud  ns  the  tdrnple  re- 
rognitioo  c<  the  ri<;ht  of  the  peoplf — lht>y  liaving^  funned  a 
DODvtitutKm  '^publican  in  iut  character — to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union. 

"The  importance  which  I  attached  to  the  snccera  of  the 
meaauru.  and  my  williitgm's^  to  incur  any  rfsponoibility 
which  attached  to  a  paoticipntion  in  it,  nmy  be  inferred  from 
the  Iket  thnt.  thou;;h  an  invalid,  wliow condition  rendered  it 
Uh»  than  prudent  tluit  he  should  leavu  hiH  chamber.  I  went  to 
tlM  Senate  for  two  d.tys  in  succession,  tlutt  I  mi^ht  have  an 
Importunity  t<>  vote  for  the  hill.  It«  pa.>aagp  was  then,  and 
la  DOW,  re-^arded  by  mf  as  the  triumph  of  nil  for  which  we 
Bonten^leil  and  the  succeMt  of  a  fprvmt  constitutional  princi- 
ple, the  rec<>>;niti(»n  of  which,  thuu^ch  it  fhould  bear  no  pre- 
nnt  fruit  to  Iw  fi^thered  by  the  South,  was  an  object  worthy 
9f  a  MtruxKl*^-  and  may  redound  to  our  future  advantage. 
By  the  same  means  the  country  was  relieved  from  an  Luuo 
•hich.  bail  it  been  prejiented  as  threatened,  our  honor,  our 
ttfety.  oar  re«p«*ct  n>r  our  Hnoe8t«>r8.  and  our  regard  f<>r  our 
KMterity,  would  have  required  the  South  to  meet,  at  what- 
ivar  racrifice. 

**I  have  thus  thrown  out  rather  hints  than  complied  with 
Hmr  reque-tt  to  give  my  views  fully,  which  you  will  pli>aflM 
iWbute  to  the  physiail  emhorras^ment  under  which  I 
•ply. 

**  Very  respectfully  and  truly,  youn,  Ac 

»*j£FF'H  DATB.*' 

Hon.  SriPBin  A.  Douglas  of  Illinois,  la  the  Senate,  April 
Kh,1858. 

''The  question  now  arises.  Lo  there  such  a  submia«lon  of 

M  liei-ompton  constitution  as  brines  it  fairly  within  that 

iodple?    In  terms,  the  constitution  is  not  suhmitted  at 

1;  but  yet  we  are  told  that  it  amounts  to  a  submission, 

Hsause  there  is  a  land  trrant  attached  to  it,  and  they  are 

irmitted  to  vote  for  the  land  fcrant,  or  against  it;  and,  if 

«y  accept  the  isnd  grant,  then  they  are  required  to  take 

•  couMtitution  with  it;  and.  if  they  reject  the  land  grant, 

■hall  bo  held  and  deemed  a  decision  at;.ninst  comin;^  into 

■  Union  under  the  I<ecompt4m  constitution.    Hence  it  will 

argued  in  one  portion  of  the  Union  thnt  thiit  is  a  subiniK- 

tn  of  the  constitution,  and  in  another  portion  that  it  is 

t    We  are  t)  be  told  th>it  snbmimdon  is  popular  sover- 

:oty  in  one  Miction,  and  subml-ation  in  another  section  is 

t  popular  sovereijjnty. 

*sir,  I  had  hopi-i  that  when  we  came  Anally  to  adju<it 

B  question,  we  stiould  have  been  able  to  employ  lanj^ua^re 

clear,  so  unequivocal,  that  thi-re  wuuld  have  been  no  room 

doubt  a.4  to  wliat  was  meant,  and  what  the  line  of  poliey 

t  to  be  in  the  future.     Are  thew>  people  left  free  to  talce 

reject  the  I^ecomptm  conKtitution  t    If  they  nrcept  the 

d  icrant,  they  ar»j  comp«lled  to  take  it.    If  they  rej«»^t  the 

d  grant,  they  are  out  of  the  Union.     Sir.  I  have  no*spe- 

ohjection  to  the  land  grant  as  it  is.    I  think  it  is  a  fair 

,  and  if  they  had  pot  thi<«  further  addition,  thnt  if  they 

ised  to  come  in  under  the  L<H*r)mpton  constitution  with 

land  g^nt,  they  niijrht  proct>ed  to  firm  a  new  constitu- 

I,  and  that  they  should  then  have  the  mme  amount  of 

Is.  there  would  have  been  no  bounty  held  out  for  coming 

inder  the  Leo>mnton  constitution;  but  when  the  Inw 

•  them  the  six  million  ncrec  in  the  event  they  take  this 

ititution,  and  does  not  indicate  what  they  are  to  have  in 

event  they  n>ject  it.  and  wnit  until  they  can  form  ano- 

',  I  submit  the  quesition  whether  there  is  not  an  induoe- 

t.  a  bounty  held  out  to  influence  these  people  to  vote 

he  Lecompton  constitution? 

[t  may  he  ^u\d  that  when  they  attain  the  ninety-three 

t  thousand  population,  or  the  population  required  by 

then  ratio— which  may  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 

aand — and  form  a  constitution  under  it,  we  shall  give 

1  the  same  amount  of  land  that  Is  now  given  by  this 

t.    Tliat  may  be  so,  and  may  not    I  believe  it  will  be 

nd  yet  in  the  House  biU.  fbr  which  this  is  a  substitute, 

troTislon  was  that  they  should  have  this  same  amount 

nd,  whether  they  c^ime  in  under  the  Lecompton  consti- 

n.  or  whether  they  formed  a  new  constitution.    There 

lo  douht,  no  uncertainty  left  in  reganl  to  what  were  to 

eir  rights  under  the  land  grant,  whether  they  took  the 

nn!«titution  or  the  other.     Hence  that  proposition  was 

'  submission,  without  any  penalties  on  the  one  side,  or 

tounty,  or  sitecinl  fovor.  or  privilege  on  the  other,  to 

nice  their  action.    In  thi.^  view  of  the  case,  I  am  not 

o  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this  is  a  fair  submission, 

r  of  the  question  of  the  constitution  itself,  or  of  admis- 

into  the  Union  under  the  constitution  and  ths  proposi- 

mbmitted  by  this  bUl. 


**  Again,  sir,  there  is  t  further  contingency.  In  (he  srent 
that  they  n^ect  this  constitution,  they  are  to  stay  out  of  the 
Union  until  they  shall  attain  the  requisite  population  fbr  a 
member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  ratio  of  repre- 
Njnlation  in  the  other  II<mse.  I  have  no  objection  to  mak- 
ing it  a  general  rule  that  territories  shall  be  kept  o?t  until 
they  have  the  requisite  population.  I  have  proposed  it  over 
and  over  again.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  it  and  make  it 
applicable  to  Kansas  if  you  will  make  it  a  general  rule. 
But.  sir.  it  is  one  thing  to  adopt  that  rule  as  s  general  rule 
and  adhere  to  it  in  all  case-*,  and  it  is  a  very  different,  and  a 
very  difitinct  thing,  to  provide  that  if  they  will  take  this 
constitution,  which  the  )»eoplo  have  shownlhat  they  abhor, 
they  may  come  in  with  forty  thousand  people,  but  if  they 
do  not.  they  shall  stay  out  until  they  get  ninety  thousand; 
thus  di.scrlminating  tM*tween  the  different  character  of  insti- 
tutions that  may  be  forme«l.  I  submit  the  question  whether 
it  is  not  Cfmgre&oional  intervention,  when  you  provide  that 
a  territory  may  come  in  with  one  kind  of  constitution  witli 
forty  thousand,  and  with  a  different  kind  of  constitution, 
not  until  she  gets  ninety  thousand,  or  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand?  It  is  intervention  with  inducements  to 
control  the  n^sult.  It  is  intervention  with  ■  bounty  on  the 
one  side  and  a  penalty  on  the  other.  I  ask,  are  we  prepared 
to  construe  the  great  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  In 
such  a  manner  as  will  recognise  the  right  of  Congress  to 
Intervene  and  ctmtrol  the  decision  that  the  people  may  make 
on  the  quention  ? 

*•  Tlie  gri'at  principle  for  which  we  have  all  contended,  in 
the  language  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  is  to  leave  'the 
people  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
lnMtitution.4  in  their  own  way,  subjci>tonly  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.'  If  you  hold  out  large  grants, 
and  pecuniary  inducements,  to  influence  the  affirmative 
vote,  and  the  terror  of  staying  out  of  the  Union  to  inflnenoe 
the  negative  vote,  I  submit  the  question,  whether  that  peo* 
pie  are  left  perfectly  fn'e  to  form  and  regulate  their  institu- 
tions? I  insist  that  where  there  are  inducements  on  one 
side,  and  penalties  on  the  other,  there  is  no  freedom  of 
eb^ction.  'Hie  election  must  be  free.  The  electors  must  he 
left  unbiassed  by  the  action  of  the  government,  if  you  are 
goini;  to  have  fair  elections,  and  a  fair  decision. 

"  For  these  reasons  I  do  not  think  that  this  bill  brings 
the  qut>stion  within  thst  principle  which  I  have  held  dear, 
and  in  defence  of  which  I  have  stood  here  for  the  last  five 
months,  battling  against  the  large  majority  of  my  polltloul 
friends,  and  in  defence  of  which  I  intend  to  stand  as  iong  as 
I  have  any  a.«so<'intion  or  connexion  with  the  politiira  of  the 
country.  I  must  rep<>at,  sir,  that  I  do  not  think  this  brings 
it  within  the  principle  thus  laid  down,  nor  do  the  Draao- 
crncy  of  Illinola  think  this  bill  comes  within  that  principle. 
[Here  Jud);e  Duuirlas  alluded  to  the  late  Democratic  State 
Convention  in  Illinois,  and  read  its  platform  ] 

'•It  was  not  patiHfactory  to  me  to  have  Congress,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  n>commendntion  of  the  {'resident,  intervene  and 
recogni.se.  hy  any  implication,  the  right  of  the  people  to 
change  their  state  ronstitution  in  a  manner  different  ftt>in 
that  preM>rihe<I  in  the  instrument  itself.  I  deny  the  right 
of  Contcn>m  to  exercise  any  such  power.  I  deny  the  right 
of  Congress  to  intervene  and  authoritatively  construe  the 
constitution  of  a  state.  If  the  constitution  was  their  act 
and  deed:  if  it  embodieil  their  will — it  was  sacred,  and  it 
ought  not  ti>  be  touched  by  Congress  in  any  respecrt  what- 
ever, except  to  receive  it  unconditionally,  or  reject  it  uneon- 
ditiona'ly.  That  ronces^ion  was  made;  but  still  it  did  not 
reach  the  point  which  I  hnd  felt  it  my  duty  to  make.  It 
did  not  come  to  my  prinriple.  I  do  not  claim  that  Senators 
are  un<ler  any  more  oblitration  to  come  to  me  thnn  I  am  to 
go  to  them.  I  claim  the  ri;:ht  to  determine  for  myself 
according  to  my  own  judgment  and  my  own  conscience, 
what  my  duty  is  to  a  great  fumlnmental  principle;  and  if 
Senators  cannot  bring  the  bill  within  the  principle,  I  most 
exercioe  my  riifltt  and  duty  of  dissenting  from  it.  I  did 
not  think  that  c(mc<>S(«ion  brougiit  it  withii!  the  principle, 
or  obviated  nny  of  mv  obJH'tions.  It  only  mnde  the  bill 
more  obnoxious  to  me  by  violating  another  principle  equally 
sacred  in  our  political  systom — that  of  the  sorereignty  of 
the  states. 

**  Next  came  the  declaration  that  the  Free-State  legislature 
was  elected;  and  hence,  if  Kansas  was  forced  into  the  Union 
with  a  pro-Mlavery  con:*tituUon,  ngninst  tlie  will  of  her 
people,  it  would  not  last  long,  for  the  reason  that  there  was 
a  Free-State  legislature,  wlio  would  Immediately  take  stops 
to  change  it  and  aliolish  slavery.  That  argument  did  not 
address  itself  favorably  to  my  judgment,  for  the  reasoi;  that 
it  did  not  affect  the  principle  involved.  What  difference  did 
it  make,  so  far  as  the  principle  was  concerned,  whether  there 
was  a  msjority  of  Free-State  men  or  a  miO^'nty  of  pro-slavery 
men  in  that  legislature?  What  difference  did  it  make  to  m«^ 
wtiether  then!  was  a  majority  of  Democrats,  or  a  msjority 
of  Republirnns.  or  a  maturity  of  Americans  in  that  l^ri»> 
ture,  provid(>«l  they  were  fairly  and  honestly  el«>cted?  If  the 
people  of  Kansas  desired  a  pro-slavery  legislature,  they  haA 
a  right  to  it  If  they  desired  a  Republican  legislature,  thtj 
bad  a  right  to  it    If  they  desired  an  American  ledslAfeuv 
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they  h9d  a,  ri;rht  to  It.  If  thoy  <1ei(lnrd  a  lej^iHlAtare  purely 
l>eiuiK*r»tiu.  olu<.'ted  wiUioiit  rcfHrfiiou  to  the  questioa  of 
■Uf  ery,  it  was  their  ri/ht  to  K'Uvt  Mich  u  oiiv :  nnd,  oir.  it 
WM  the  duty  of  Mr.  Callmuii  to  di>rlHri>  tliiiiv  eU-^'ted  who 
had  rwvivcd  a  inajurity  of  ilu*  It'iral  vut««s  fairly  aiid  h<.iiii>.<itly 
returut>il.  TIim  di>'.'lai'ittJ<)tj  of  th:it  rf<nlt  could  unt  chaiit;fti 
the  priuciplf  iiivol\i>tl  in  this  di-^u^Ki  m,  for  the  (rniit  |<riu- 
ciple  WAS.  rihiill  th.il  |M!Opl(>  )n)  I>'l't  ]i>rf>rtly  and  uiilin-Iy  fnm 
to  form  Mid  r»Kulattf  thc-ir  owu  iustituiious  iu  their' own 
way? 

**ThefP  TAriouii  cnnossW-nH  rmuld  not  contn)!  Totos  enough 
to  carry  the  hill.  What  in.'Xl  1  ThtMi  (niiiit>M  a  dJKiiirrt'fiitftit 
botwtN>u  tlie  two  Il«jii»»'^  of  ('onjire-"*.  The  Senate  in-^iiitiiig 
U|)Oii  tlie  hill  whii'h  it  liad  p.isHi"!  fi>r  the  aiimictdon  of  Le- 
AomptoD  uiicoiiditinnnlly.  ^ xivpt  whiit  ix  oilUtd  the  Pu;;Ii- 
Ure«*n  auiKudnieut;  aud  tin'  lluus"  in!>i<itin!;  on  the  bill 
which  it  had  pa>»ii^J  an  a  Kiilixtitute.  known  aa  the  C-rit^ 
tanden-.Moutgomcry  hill.  Thl^i  cimimittiH)  of  conference 
prOTide  for  a  qucHtiou  of  xnltmi^Kioii  to  the  peopht,  but 
what  do  they  hui>iuit>  Th«'  ctiairinan  of  tliat  comuiittve  of 
ConfcroncH,  tlu*  Senator  fnmi  .MiK!;<uiri  [Mr.  llreen).  haa  iu- 
fbrmcd  you  that  tint  mni-titutiou  It  not  subniltKnl;  the 
Senator  from  Virtduia  [Mr.  nuntc>rj.  who  waa  hin  colleague 
on  the  coMimittee.  ha:<  inforinrd  ynu  that  the  conalitution  irt 
liotsubmitt<«l:  and  I  belieyc  Uith  of  them  have  addul  that 
they  would  not  vote  fir  the  bill  if  the  constitution  waii  kuIh 
mitted.  I  unilerstaml  that  t<inii!ar  declaratlona  have  b«ten 
made  in  the  other  H<ui8eof  (Vnigre><  by  the  uieuilHTa  of  the 
oomraittee  of  confertincA  thiTA.  ^howiul;  that  this  wa«  their 
undentlaiidinit  and  their  ciinKtrui'tinn  of  the  bill. 

''Then,  if  the  f-trUKtitution  is  nor  HiiliuiittM;  if  the  people 
an  not  alloweii  to  vote  fur  it  or  airain-t  it,  fret- ly,  without  a 
bounty  on  the  one  sl<le  or  a  |ienMlty  fm  the  other,  how  ran  it 
bo  aaid  that  it  cum<-i*  within  1h:it  ^re.-it  principle  of  popular 
povereiKiity  wlili-h,  I  inhiKt,  oii-.:ht  to  be  i-irriiMl  out  in  all 
the  territoriefi?  It  Is  no  aoNHriT  to  this  olijiM'tion  to  tell  uie 
that  becauxe  m<>n  liave  ciincxd>'il  xn  nin<*li.  1  oucht  to  con- 
cede. No  nnitter  how  miiny  nnd  how  '.rrcat  their  conr*es>-ion.s 
are,  if  they  havi*  not  coM«vdi*^l  the  principle  for  which  I  con- 
tend. I  nionut  take  wh-it  t}i>-y  pro|Mi«e.  It  is  not  for  niu  to 
•liy  wheilii«r  ih.-M'  ronwsl.iui  an*  ritrht  or  wronj»,  whether 
they  are  wise  or  unwise.  It  i-*  cnnu'ib  for  me  that  the  prin- 
ciple for  whl<-h  I  in»ist  hiu  not  U<en  clearly  and  distim'tlv 
recO|cnis<*d  in  thi:<  i>ill.  I  dislike  the  indinnMion  by  which 
the  cuhmistti'in  y  pro{io<.i>fl  t<>  1m>  made — made  to  ile]N'nd  on 
a  land  urant.  In  onlcr  t<»  eiiahle  the  pi'ople  of  Kan.»:o<  to 
reject  tiie  Li>"ompt<>n  r>iiig'itution.  you  cumfxi'l  Ihi-ni  to  voii* 
a;;ainst  a  bind  i;r.-i!it.  which  i-vitv  tnan.  woiii:in.ai!<i  <*liil<i  in 
the  territory  woul-l  ihsiri'  to  h.ivi'.  Vnu  will  ni»t  allow  tlifui 
to  tuk'j  the  hinii  trnmt  niil*-»s  tin  y  t:ik>'  tlii>--oii>.t;tnti<>n  with 
it.  and  y.>u  will  ri't  allnw  thi-in  to  pn.civd  iinnfdi  itfly  an-i 
niakH  a  n)*w  (>on'<titut|i>n.  with  tin*  o:u:k>  p<>|>ul:i'i<in.  and 
have  the  .-anie  l.tml  irr-mc,  if  th'\  njii-l  thl-.  If  yii  di>I 
that,  thi'U  the  ]iriii(-ii>|i>  wiiild  l.u*  f.iirly  carrii-d  out;  hut 
unh*s-i  you  'III  mIU»w  ihal  to  h.;  done.  I  insi.^t  that  the  prin- 
ciple ii  violtiti-il. 

"  .N«)w.  Mr.  I'r-'sifli'nt.  I  can  say  to  you  very  fr.mklv,  that 
if  there  w»T'-  two  ;iini'n.lniiMitr'  nri.h'  tu  thi"  Mil.  alt li-ui^h 
it  wouM  still  !»!•  s->tui-Mh-it  olj.-cti-iniiM<>  in  its  i-qnivx'al 
featup's,  1  •■ouM  and  would  take  '/.rtrO  plc-i^inv  in  ;;ivin.;  it 
my  hupiort.  iMe*  would  Ik»  to  ^trik•.•  out  tin*  laini  i:rant 
Hlto|:etlier.  and  thnoihi-r  t'*  strike  out  the  litnitiiion  i\i*  to 
p<'ipulalion.  TIm'U  tin-  ^iniple  iiui-;iiiin  prr-rMti'd  to  tli- 
pcoph"  Would  i»e.  will  vou  rnnii*  in  und-r  tin-  Li-coinpton 
con'^titution  or  not  r  ami  if  vt>n  ilo  noi.  you  m.-iv  jtrKviNi  iin- 
mt<diat«  ly.  with  the  Katu>'  popul.iti-in.  to  inak.*  a  ii'-w  i"ii>i|- 
tuticn.  In  that  then*  wunld  U-  perfect  fiirnc!>s:  then-  w<uilil 
be  no  co!);rr,.s*i.innl  intervention  with  it""  imluiN-nicnt.^  to 
c^nitrol  the  results,  or.  ifyou  WMnt<-il  to  leavi-  ihe  laU'l 
frrant  in.  why  not  ni-ikt*  it  upplii'uMe  to  the  new  ciinstiiutiou 
AK  wi'll  as  th"  old  on",  as  tin-  fritfi-uilen  .'iin'-iidui<>nt  di-1 ;' 
Thwu  they  Would  itet  the  H.inie  anioutit  of  land  under  the 
one  a«i  the  ofh'-r.  In  other  wur'ls.  if  y<»u  wi-h  to  make  this 
pnposltion  f:iir,  you  inu^l  L'ive  K  uij-n-  tli"  saiiii'  l.-iiiil.  uiid'-r 
any  new  i-i>n-titntiou  .-Im  nny  fi-rtn.  n-^  yoi  do  ninb-r  thl-« 
one.  and  you  must  allow  hiT  to  iiim,.  in  wjrli  the  ymiw 
popul:tti-->n  uuiier  the  one  AS  innler  the  otlii-r  conKiitn'ion. 
Thi-n  there  would  N'  falrnos.  then  lli-ri'  would  1n»  cijujili'v. 

*•  I  appi-al  to  my  fri'-uil  from  Vii^'inia  to  kiii'W  whether  i 
he.  as  a  Southern  iiiau,  desires  to  hm-  thi*  |!rinei|.li!  r.f  ci  n-  I 
Hre.-<ioiial  inti-rveniion  to  contr'^l  and  inflnencf  the  votin;:  ] 
of  tlj<'  people  carried  out  h'-re.ifii-r  in  ih.'  ailiiiis<.i  >n  of  now 
^tatej.?    The  lime  may  couu-  whi-n  the  cas»"  will  Im»  r»-V(Ts«'d. 
The  tirue  may  come  when  th>'re  will  In-  aii  anti  -la^ery  nui-  . 
jority  in  l.oih  IIoukck  of  (''on-.:riss.    \Vhen  th:it  time  con)e.s.  | 
it  may  so  h.ipiM-n  that  a  t>ill  may  tte  1>r>ui:;ht  forwurl  with  a 
lantl  L'rant  of  i^ n  niilJion  aeres  for  a  fi'-i-  Htati*.  and  five  njil- 
lion  for  a  -lave  Kt-iTe;  or  all.iwin:r  a  in*"  ^^■^tl'  to  ninie  in 
with  a  iKipuhition  of  forty  th 'ni-au'l.  and  pro\i<liri^  that  a 
slavi*   state   shall    not    come    in    without   liinety   thousaiiil.  _ 
WouM   our  Southern  friends   rerinl  that  an  lieinij  h  fiir  '. 
intcrpretifioii   «»f    the    priniiple   id"    ]<o|>ular    wivereicnty  ?  j 
Wiiul'l   they    not  s.iy  that    was   thi*   nv>>t   d!in;j<'r«iu'j  .and 
iini*on.stitutional    hv-tem    of   inti-rrention    that    wan    ever 
d«vi«'.^l,  Hbeu  the  Federal  Uovcvmueut  atep^  into  the  ter- 1 


ritorfets  and  hy  it^  boantles  on  one  lUde.  and  it*  r^'ialtW 
on  tlie  otluTf  attemptA  to  iulluuuce  uud  fiintrv-i  ihv  ;-.':lkD 
of  the  people  ? 

"  I  do  not  n*jfnnl  thin  as  a  matti'r  of  nin-h  <  ni*  iiu»-i*-r  to 
KansAx:  I  do  not  U'liiivw  thi-ie  i^  ei!iiii(;h  in  lSi>  >  it:.iy.  '-r 
enout;h  iu  thi.s  penalty,  t^)  exi>].i«i>  .inv  ni:ii<-  i.ii  i:.:i  k--n<-« 
U)>ou  tlie  pitiple  of  KaUNtx  in  thiw  rU-i  ii-  i.;  ■  '..  i'  l:l^ -.%•-« 
the  Kr*^-At  fuudamentjil  principle,  it  inv<li<<-  ih  \>  :;i  i  !i-'-f 
frea'dom  of  election,  and  II  iii«oi\e>  the  trii.ii  pm.  :|...-  r  —  f- 
Kovorumeut,  uiam  which  liur  i)i>rv-iitioii;-  r>  >i  \>  >  L  i  I  IL« 
anxiety  tliat  1  have  hai  to  In-  al  l->  to  urirn-  iit  a  ■•>.  lud  a 
in  harmony  with  tiie  o^erwh 'inii  >_  uiij'ii-.^  of:.!.  ^.  .i.^l 
frlvndo  iu  Con|{^e^>(.  I  coul  1  uoi  brio.;  my  ji.d.:.if -.;  .  -^ri- 
xoieuce  U>  the  conclusi-.>u  tint  thi.*  wa»  a  l-iir.  iui-,i:ii  i:.ii.  aii-1 
e«iUAl  application  of  the  prim  ipu*. 

"Tliere  ia  another  olgiclion  to  thir  pn*  p  ^ili  -n  i  in-  !li4t 
I'Mks  biidly  uiHin  ith  face.  I  ta!.>*  ii  for  jintiiiid  li  :■:  i  wm 
inteudi'd  to  Iv  fair  and  just:  but  il  t!k\e«  i:iii?>  i-  r  ipi-r** 
huuNion.  aud  will  {generate  i<os{.ii-iiiii  auion^r  tin-  |>i<  i  .  riiat 
the  ele(Mii>n  under  il  will  uut  !>••,  ami  can  not  b- .  t^ttr.  I 
allude  to  tile  provisiuii  as  i<i  the  l4^urd  i-f  i-«iiiijiii*>*:i  <-rK. 
liy  the  bill  framed  by  ttu*  eminent  .S'liati-r  ftiuu  l\<:it.i..ky, 
and  (unwed  by  the  lloui*eijf  Kt']»ri;>eniatives.  th-re  w.-i^  ■  i  b« 
a  bi^nl  of  four  commisKiomrit  tt>  auiinrinteud  the  eI.i-t:--D 
on  the  couhtitution;  two  nrpre-enlin.;  the  |  eo;-le  of  :j  v  (*r- 
ritory.  beinn:  the  pn'>idiu4  oin<*<-rfi of  ihe  luik  Iriii-  \.>-^  ••f 
the  iet;if(lature:  the  other  two  rt-jiresenMn.;  ihe  ti|>-ral 
GovennuenU  WiU};  the  pivernor  and  >t.iretary.  ai  |-<i..h-d 
hy  the  i're>iilent  aud  the  Senate.  In  that  way  m:-  K-m- 
mifsiouem  wuuld  nec<'s>arily  1«  of  'rne  claw*  of  p  li  i. ..  -.lui 
the  other  two  of  auotlier  cla-if  of  poliiicn.  l'nd>-r  ih.<r  -'it^ 
of  the  ca-se,  it  w  not  pro>ial>le  that  uiifitime»>  wi-tild  l.are 
been  |»er|wti-:ite<l  in  the  fK*<>iiou.  irnder  that  l-.j(r>l.  a-  |  n«> 
Kcribed  by  the  Si>nator  fmm  K»-ntu<-ky.  you  wi-nlil  h.i;e  iha 
aMuranee. from  llii*  >ery  law  jticdf.  that  oiie-hallot  :li»  juJ.:4j 
of  election  would  tH.-!on»r  to  one  party.  aiii|  iMi*^h-il:  :■■  iLm 
other;  that  oucdialf  ut  ilie  ch-rks  would  beluUr;  to  .^•n.-.  aud 
onedialf  to  the  other. 

**llut  hdw  is  it  when  you  add  a  fifth  nM>m)^T  tn  the 
Ixiard.  an>i  provide  that  tne  >si.inl  Klia'd  ct>u»tsi  ii*  I'lVf  t:.« 
two  pre!-ldin;;onici>rs  of  the  le:siNlalure.  and  then  fin-  •■  \.  r- 
nor,  atwrelary,  andthedifttriel  attorney.  maW in/ tir  e  i  !ii:-.->i 
iSlatHs  oni(vr>,  and  di'clare  that  thrii-  hhall  coi>iiiur.-  i.-^ 
lK«nl  *  Is  it  not  clear  that  if  thi-^-  thn-e  ;:i'ntleii:»«M  i  b  ■•■!•', 
they  am  have  all  the  j-id:;i-)<  of  eh-ciion  and  m>1  'Uf  ■ !  rki 
of  election  anil  all  the  n:turniii}:  oliiifrK  if  om  it:-*!*  .\t  ]*v 
liticul  faith,  t))e  ^ame  aii  .^i^.  I'lithuUii  diti  at  the  i-i«-.iiioia 
which  took  )ilace  on  the  'JJst  of  l)i-c.-uilu  r  aiil  tl.<-  lir.-t 
Monday  of  January .'  l>is>s  not  ihe  <  hao^'-- i<  :].i-  (-"ji^C 
^'i%e  eround  for  nppn  li'Mi-ii  n  thai  y-u  mi;  1  .-t\-  i:  •  '\- 
f'rd.  the  Shawnee.  «iid  llii>  hi  I.tw.ire  t 'ro"-:!-.!  z  •ni-l  Ki  ;  .i;--> 
frauiis  r*i.-na'-|cil  lit  this  eli-ctioii .  I  nhi-nld  !•  i\r-  \.,n  i*:- 
ter  ^ali-«^^■•l  if  it  had  been  lelt  a-  the  II  1-1-  i  t  .  I.  .  ir.  i*iib 
the  |oiirctiinmi-!*ioi  t-r^.  two tV'>m  «-ai-h  p 'lit i>  a. )  i-iy  i  Kjh- 
rtiK.  two  lepreK'Htiii;;  the  F^-ieral  tJov-.  n.no-i.f. '^i ..  i-ji?- 
nentiii;;  the  I  euple  of  111-'  I.  rnlory.  r-i'iiri  .::  tlii  •  s  .  i*- 
a  4Uoruiii.  thus  r.-:i(li-tin.;  it  iiii|Mi><.i!,if  i->r  p-kj!i».iii  ,  .\'-:* 
tocontnd  the  a-tioii  i-l  th-  l»<-aid.  The  \fr;.  !.i'-:  :li.i:  !■  rt.s 
divineii  neii'-t.iry  or  wi-i;  to  rha  !!.:••  ihi»  f>-Mt'.ii'«-.  »-  t>  ini-  a 
>crioUs  olj-ciion  to  this  |<ro|  o-il:<in. 

"Then,  r<ir.  Mli.-it  is  ni\  liutv  u:>'U  thiK  iiu>*<i>'i  •!■  ><r 
thi»  >taie  «.'t  the  ivim-;  I  havi>  In:  >-tu'  iii-e  ■  !  l-iv  ,%•  ■ 
that  1>  to  vote  av:-iiii-t  th--  bill;  l■^-^•.lu^e.  in  iii\  i  j.;..-  u. 
tlieit'  is  not  a  fair  subuiinsinn  to  tne  p--ii|>le  iii.  !•■:-  >.■■  ■  ■  i,-- 
cuniKtantvK  as  to  in<>ure  an  unbi.i^!».->l  «  l---  ti  >ii  and  f-.r  r-- 
turuK.  I  luue  ii.dieateil  two  aineieluient.*.  uhi'-h  it  'h-y 
had  Ixttn  inaile,  wonid  have  enabe-il  nie  in  support  :tii-  '.<•  .. 
notwiihstdiidin>r  other  ilefei  ts  ill  It.  I  wj::  ii,ii -iti-ai  i-  r 
I  am  williniz  tosub"!  rilh- to  tiie  |.i  Mi-tj>le  ili.tt  .*  te.r :'.  r\  >;  ..li 
i*oiitain  the  re'inihiie  pojiulatiMn  f:i|-  ,t  nn  ni:  -r  <  !  ■  oii/r'  •• 
lj4>fore  ailmissi-iu.  pro\id"<l  it  i>  laadi'  a  Liie-rai  iaa  lie 
Senator  from  tUiio  jMr.  i'u.;h  le-tei-lny  cit-il  no- .t*  .iii'U - 
rity  lor  that  pr.'\ii.ioM  of  ilni   ijli.     II--  i.r  n.- 1  i    i    .    — 

jH-rt.  ai*  chairuian  of  the  ruinini't n  T«T:it-ii-  *.  .,i   .  -i-.f 

bill  accomprinyin>;  it.  in  I^'*'*.  in  whi- h  1  tie-u  |-i  ii  •  ;  *  .i 
Kaii-as  mi;rht  pnn-«*iHj  to  form  a  «.  ■nsiiinti  ii  ^^!e■  -:  .i. ; 
the  re<iui<-ile  |i<^pulail>in,  {'•  wit,  niiieiy  thi'ec  lie  u-... ;  :  w 
hunilred  and  twenty.  umliT  the  prfsi-nt  rati  ■  i  :  i'  ■  •« 
my  jud,;ment  then  of  tlie  iru-  role  u|-oii  He  «ii.-j.  r  ii* 
•{iioii'sairtoa  i)n*|visition  thai  1  hate  brou.:hi  iti  .i:  ii.'l-  \-:\ 
sestjon  aK  a  cul'^titute  for  the  Arl^'-na  bi.i.  pi--%  iili.i .  .i  ..  ■  ■• 
ral  law  that  no  ti>rritory  -ball  e\er  l<>riu  a  •-••natituij  ■:>  t»i 
slate  ;joVerninent  until  it  h.is  i]t»  ii-|iiik|i,i  p  |,i|  j;i  i  -  .% 
member  of  CoUfiresK.  I  .ini  f  >r  th-«t  |  p-p  •■tii->..  i.'-.*-  a- -I 
If  S-n.iti-rri  will  ifUJiient  to  any  air'.ili;;-ne-lil  b\  w  :  ■  •■  .1 
<'aii  .strike  out  the  whole  .if  this  bill,  niiil  in  li.-n  ■  f  i  v  -,  -: 
a  pMviKion  that  neith'-r  KaiiKi«s  n  >r  ativ  'itii-  r  i-  iii*  .     ■  ' 

till'  I'nited  .'^tates.  sh.tll   |-roi'i"«'d  lo  torni  a  c.  ii-'i  n;  ■  n i 

Htate  irovernnient  for  ailmissMn  into  the  I'liioi]  m.-i  ii  ):  h 
the  reipiisite  populHtion  tor  u  meinU'r  of  Coiij, :.-.■.  »■•  i-i* 
in^  to  the  exi.stiii:;  fi-deral  ratio.  I  uiii  i:iteii  my  w,i  i'-    : 

*' Mill,  Mr.  if  I  nsiuire  it  iu  Kanca^  1  wi-h  i-  n-iu:  ••  it 
in  other  terrltorie!< ;  and  if  I  am  to  apply  tli'.l  •i:iii-t!;>B 
to  the  new  rrjnsiitutiuu  that  i*  to  W  inHd-*.  I  «i>>h  i  ■  B|-;'^f 
it  to  the  one  that  ia  in  existence.      1  aui  uut  wiiilug  lu  prr 


VBtarnliut  Uwt  Ui»>  ■luLut  oiuw  law  U»  Uotnn  i 
lb  Ih*  1*:-1U|-1<>1>  nludlluUuu  lUv;  llM'  ■  ligtit  Is  du  iL 

A  VlMi'  a)U>IIIi>liuu,  tiiil  ualiul  CUDlli.g  iDlD  tbE  VnluB.  b* 
t-a  euidvuu,  iiiij  ir  iin>(l»rtif  uks  tbu  iirv  or  iba  «"    - 


^^g  tuu :     «mi , 


U  mil  DM  HuiSa  ■ 


U  iht  nai'la  uutw  lb*  rinrimnMimMi  at  lu 


"  111  Mtir  IhhIddIdIG  tbv 

'.I'J  u.iib'itnKUiiIr 
tiUuu.  I  aliiinliaiiil,  a 


'■'■ I  oHFiMuk    "fr"  tht'ujcht  U  K  nuvrul  |iul  of  b«r 

"'j.  "  -.■■u-lDUxDnUinl    Sbtau  not,  sdW,  tlltw 

,1.  .]..i.,'.,  ,.  .li  hwe.u.di.  iil.™ilidl«lfTi.w  lb«Uiil«j.. 
I  b-M  Uiiil  ir  lull  bud  nn—l  Uw  r»i(ulir  Snntu  UU.  ukI 

UM^wuiituB  MuUlaiHtB.  ud   uutor  IbW  Ull,    ' 

b*t.  >ul  Ui>rr[im  UU  (h*  vDold  aa[  luvi  bMO  1 

faMU>n,aa<J  ■]»  li«l  DolKnpwdjDuni.    Voar  ulnibi  hid 


li   - '    :  '    '!  "   i^-^ixix  OKrdoumliweirlvrwK 

•■">■   ■    '    :- rilwIJuilii.-.  light  "hUJi  ih. 

b.^i  .'.:.  ..,;  .^  ■btch  (ki  •HUM  (UU 
li'i'i.  'II  '  '  '  I  iir  unl.  \<Hia»iwt.bItU»ir 
<l'"''i I  ri  ILuiNVi.    Viid  4a)flj'nrti» 

fcwt*  DwB  Hlr<.lic>>ii  IMr.  Biuu-'iiliiu|uJ>*d  Ibii  l*n«uwn 

(lib  i>ii>.iliuU>M>.  Iv  ■D)'  uDd  ■«H'i  fa«r  Kllh  otilfli  U.d 
liucUxiioi  rt,  mi  (OH  »i  ■■tr>  M  (U  Imis  lud  ■■)',■  w> 
lutoiti  ]i.iu  luiuthalji^  uT  tlM  Uulud  KUlii*.'  Aiwnll 
•DWbi  j-Mi  Oku  1  [uu>ui«.  Bndar  iIh  iMilaiiai  vfioiuitst 

•mk,  >u  iu.  iMwa,aiHt  aa  ta  bin, 'Umib  la  do  caucuai 

-1  Ihwufat  Uwn,  ilr.  •nd  an  dnlHvd,  (b*l  Ibua  m  u 


»""(«■••  luaiBM  IB.  ftiid  TDH  alur  tiH'pMiuidilan.  thru  II 
dtwiida  Bpau  hw  la  x/  atisUiw  tli>  uwuu  «r  njnu  itis 
aftamlloa.  Tbul  rliiht.  1  nu«i  uiId  (mi  ualii.  tiM  fau, 
wbrtbar  jFou  idinli  It  >ir  nut. 

Md  L  Ur.  I'ruldnU  b»>  SmTili'^  Id  nt^SS^'n 
w^tlit.  *Bd  itx  icrp*  upnii  Uiv*i  1  dnw  U»  bowl  ut  Uw 
d««d.  ftiid  Biuh  to  11  •  iyiD<iriiii<luiu,  u(  omdUlua,  dt  unlk 
miMa,  npWnlBi  vbit  I  midinuiHl  tv  ba  tb«  sinuilnc  il 
I      Uh  pipit,  ban'  I  sijwct  IB  m  II  Mwiilod.  ind  Mad  U  la 

'  caSllMD,ur<i«l<BUinr>:  I  vKuj  Kv/'r  *k*ilurlb«MV 
Inalk  tiindln(cn  ■•umiL  riibn  byilWnt  uqalMnnn. 
■■  f  jr  prmnling  u  iikhIb  ii,  ut  by  iuii»  LMIUfn  dKliin- 
Uolk>  >  Bulla  II  loji  uaDdMdl    JiM  hi  vllb  Sibhil    llu 


««q>lml  hLT  proporilion  .<i  I.Ji,!,.-  rrrlju.    Vou  rauld  UU 


•■  Dodfr  tbk  bni,  u  t  bmtn  idmJlUd.  lod  u  iXhgr  E>d» 

Cple  of  fCoDfU  B>l/,  if  (hu^  cboun,  vrvpl  or  njJR  Ihfl 
Doipton  cuDnUlulloii.    Tbr  ^nilor  Uiliik-i  Uif;  oufbt  id 
hail  ■  ilghl  la  rcJUDt  or  ircriii  It:  or,  If  that  In  dEBlad 


Sj^lui  ud  >>LIb«  eSDUor  r^wliil.    For  lurwK.  I  u 
Aw  lu  oy.  1  Ikiix  Uk  penpk  of  KiDM  ■111.  if  mil  M 


<UluUDQ--«  britw.  ■*  IL  bM«  b«pn  elh-nhen  leminL  Hov, 
•iff  II  rtyiimfl  thfl  hDanitl  aribn  enBl  dklBivd  Ib  Um 
onllvAiiq  bj  Bikrii  UuB  IwelvD  Dililloa  fecrfl*-  Tba  etniiUH 
thus  HIcbloD,  in  mmraDf  prsiiuvd  ublB,Tblrli  bilii(i«. 

Ibn  Uu  nHHMd  gnnl  nhHiii  wu  upnrdiuf  HiiiD  mllllnni. 
1  UBdgtltiad  froa  IbtesniUr  rnini  Mlvuurt  (llr.UniAiL 
■llu  bruBiihl  timnt  Ibb  bill,  thai  hu  1im  bid  i  nkulatloa 
BI>d>,aDdIlial  Ibalruttnnpcwd  fDrdl  purpiwa  litboat 


iji  UiB>  abhnf;  tbi  (lopuL 


DHJ  all  lliolr  KJItV 


lb.  auUtaBH  wf 


peojile  ^  Kmqm^  IIa- Iheir  acr.  pl.1  r .i 'i    n.  " 


OODKiMltfeu  jiBrlbflt,  •"  hr  \^  '-.        , 

rKtt  tlwi.  If  tfiay  uixpi  ibOM  liud  granii,  tbMi,  and  Ik 

lar   pro.!d«,  thai  II  lb«y   rHJsi^t'lli.t   lilvportitnB   In 
rd  lo  tlm  laiiJ  HTViUh  Ibwj  PpJtMi  Ihe  Lwumplr *■ 


VimiBii 


h  Ihry  niaj  r^Bf4  l£it  Lc^iotoptAB 
J^  ■  II  la  ill  pifftclisl  on  joui 
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■hall  iMf  recpired  into  the  Union  with  the  Lccninpton  con- 
Mitutii'ii  u|>nn  equal  tortiifl  with  thi*  otht^r  FtntHt:  upon  th«* 
fuiiilaiiMM.ini  roiitliii'iii.  huwcvir,  thnt  die  vhitll  hlj^uxTyf  tiT 
n  Toto  of  iii'r  fKKipiL'.  thi-ir  ncct'i-lMiu-ti  uf  thin  iii<>(lifl<'iili«>ii  of 
thij  ooulra-t  whlcli  0>n:rr».».-M  jiMim-R'n.  It  Jhon  pnKWHds  to 
ofTer  uii  altiTnutivi*  |inip»i(itii»ii  in  the  ewnl  tliat  h  ni^jurtty 
uf  tlic  iit-nplc  of  Kaiisiixi  litmulil  dvtonuino  uni  to  aci*vpt  tliiN 
moflitird  ('(•iitrnct.  and  not  to  W  iidmitt*Hl  Into  ttu*  Uninn 
uudi>r  it.  It  tliPii  pniviiK's  that  thrre  KhuU  \mt  no  more  coii- 
Tontions;  thnt  tli<*y  hliAll  not  nlTiT  tlifnitieivex  fur  ailnilHvion 
until  Ihf.v  liitvr  iK'puliitiitn  ruoii^ih  to  ontltlo  thi'ni  to  onp 
iDcniltor  uf  the  I['i««8t«  i-f  Itt-pn'Sfntallvi'n,  ncoonlhifr  to  the 
e.xistiii;:  rutin.  Now.  I  niainiaiii  tli.it  b.th  of  ihvue  pnipo- 
iiitioiiH  iin>  rntiri'Iy  Htiht  in  th^nl^**Ivl■FI.  nnd  perffctlv  coO' 
Hjftoiit  with  lb«  pp'vinuH  net  ion  of  tlif  S«'natc.*'      •    •    • 

"  liut  the  ]ti<*|>Of.ition  of  tho  «'nminitt<-<>  of  ronferann*  i;oe8 
furtlii-r  than  the  hill  (>f  t)ie  Saiuti).  TIk*  1>ill  of  the  i<entite 
Htoi'pc*!  tlii-re.  nnd  <lid  not  Hei<k  to  ]ir<ivide  for  the  coutin- 
gency  that  a  inajitrity  of  the  peo]iIe  of  Kiinmut  might  not 
Atft'epl  tills  uiixiiliratinu  of  tlu'  rontra<t  whirli  we  propOKe  to 
them.  Tli<>  lill  paMMil  by  the  Senate  to«>l\  tlie  risk  thai  the 
piHiplf  in  thiit  tnnil'lcd  n-^inn  niiiiht  asM^mhle  in  convention 
and  dei'laro  tlmt  they  wnuld  not  acn^fpt  tiiis  condition,  and 
would  tlitTi'fiirr  liH  oiitL'f  tlie  T*niou.  Tlie  bill  pimM'd  by  the 
Senate  provid^nl  for  noni»  of  tliew  contln;:encie8,  but  acted 
upon  th**  Kiip{K>>iti<in  tiiat,  a.s  Iibh  iMX'n  done  fmrneliaiea 
before,  tliat  th>.'  itfitplt^  of  KnnKis  would  n>n(-nr  in  ail  tbettc 
thint;^,  nuil  rii>l;i'ii  tlo'  eh n nee  of  niHHtin^  theKe  diffienltiex. 
The  n'iieine  i>f  tin*  iiMifiTiMire  r>^mtuittei>  i»o<'B  fnrtlier.  It 
provide)<e»i)K>ciHlly  for  ilie  •iiiViruliy  1  hnvo  jui>t  8Uf|;;(eKt<'d.  It 
Bav«.  *l>i-fi  ii"  we  nilndt  y<-u  niu^t  May  whothiT  yuu  will  ron- 
ceiln  away  tli<'  taxini'  grower  fur  thi"  iiioiUtic:iiii>n  of  tbe^rnnt 
whicii  Mii  have  ^i\fii  }mii.  If  you  are  willinjr  to  muctilo 
Away  thi'  taxing  |niwi-r  fir  tii«*  ••<'nr*iilerHti<»n  we  n(iw  iifler 
vou.  then  YOU  fiiali  i*"  iiilini(l<-.l  up^m  prtMlamation  by  the 
l^re^idi'iil.'  In  doin^  llii^  r>ii>  bill  undiT  mnKideration  Iiaa 
]>rt)iv«;Ii'd  in  prifisif  iiMii'  nnity  with  principii'.  ^VIlat  was 
tliu  ni.Mf  of  Ohirt?  Slit>  I'lb-nil  herr%lf  fur  miniifijiiou  witli  a 
citnMtitutlon  n'piiliiii-:iTi  in  fi.nn.  and  HithriTtain  iMmndariea 
whirli  0»!ipreK.-«  c'li.inj;'-'!.  ('unj^n-s:'  ailniitted  hiT  upon  con- 
ditiun  thnt  Iht  p^'o^Ic  wnulJ  (\ioK«'nt  to  that  niMlitiration  uf 
Uiunilary.  t'on^rcrs  Kild  tht*  as-ient  was  to  lie  Ki;;nlfl»'*i  by 
a  Tiiti'  of  the  pi.HipIi}.  aiiil  thuH  tho  priMvilent  is  preeiiEnly 
|>andk'l  \t  iili  tliu  priipoKitinn  that  \»  no'.v  niadi>;  and  (VMmn>XK 
declareil  thnt  if  thry  (ii«l  a>'H'nt  by  a  vot«  of  the  ni.njurity  of 
the  ]H>opIe.  then  tlie  xtnt»-  »<h'<uld  Ia>  aiJniittetl  int4i  the  Union 
on  aue«|it.tl  fo<itiii^  witli  tli«>  othiT  Ntatfx  by  pnielamiitiiin 
of  the  l'ri"i(b-nt.  \iuw  ua«  it  with  ri'irard  tf>  Mirhizan? 
I'hu  K:inii>  thill;;  u'-rurr'-'l.  Th<«s:iiiii>iMiiiiiiiiin  was  iniiMi<>iHi. 
tx<t-pf  that  ('«>iiL'i<-s-j  "^.ti'l  it  sli(>ii!  I  Im'  ri'fiMT«'d  to  a  oinven- 
tion  of  til"  |i»'iipli»  that  w.i-  to  lu'  railed  tn  ain-itlrr  thin  on«* 
quexti'lii  nuly. 

"In  n-zar-l  to  :io  or-iinan-vr'aiinin:^  Innil-*.  I  know  of  but 
two  r:\sfi  in  whicii  (•haii.:'S  «"ii»  loai*'.  «>ne  was  in  Arkan- 
KiR.  ami  th.'  o(.|ii-r  in  ('alifonii.i.  In  Aik.-uiN-ct  thi>  s'.ate  wa*' 
a<imilt«-il  njion  tii.*  r>\pi-cs-  I'liuiiltiin  tli:it  slo' .•h<>nl<i  i'('«le 
the  t:i\in:;  power  ;iv«'r  th"  pr'p'-rly  of  tli»*  liiitf-d  Stnto-s. 
and  a  rhimtro  ua.-4  ina«]"  in  tli«>  quantitv  ('f  lan<N  whii-li  ^h(• 
pn-ipox  il  t'l  t-tke  ill  iiiii'i'li'rutioii  of  that  r'unvs-inn.  The 
bill  <if  a•lllli.u^i•ln  was  pas^nl  on  ilii>  l.'iMi  r-f  .lunc,  an<l  on  tbf 
ST^.I  iif  the  ruiiiii*  niKoth  a  ><np;>li-iiiciit?Ll  art  w.ts  p.'i^s<-d  ."ult- 
liiitfinj:  it  t'l  tin- li-^islatiin'*)!'  \rka:!s:is  to  ttriv  uh<>th<T  tliny 
wonlii  ai'ci'pt  fi'it.iiii  pri'p'.«iii-.ii— -  tlii-rc  wt-n*  ti\(' «■!  them. 
I  Ik'II-vi'— in  riinsiii,.r:tfi.iii  ff  this  ri'm-t-'-iiin  uf  ilii*  ri^ht  tn 
tax  th"  ;ir"p('it\  of  tl'r  riii'i-d  rittts.     t'i>ii}rri'>.-i  nlfiri-l  it  ;  siibniisNi'»n  of  the  iiin»titiitli»n,  but   l.i-:-iii~-  h.-  n 


to  the  itat^  that  we  nbonlil  a*rertaln  whether  »Kf>  wn«H 
idve  her  DRaent  to  the  rhanice  in  the  euntn^t  7  \\  bv.  air.  it 
takeH  two  parties  to  make  a  miitrnet.  and  It  taki-K  two  t. 
rhange  it  Wonid  any  <»ne  liuve  of  Jif>ii-d  ?  ^Huid  c<^r  tli 
havf  said  tliat  |M*rhH|-«  it  \»ai*  tbt*  wiM-t  way.  U'eaii^  lhi>* 
we  avoid  the  danpT  of  thf  ix-<  pi**  Uiei-tii.>r  in  ci  iiveLU^i. 
an>l  paying  that  tbi-y  would  n<'t  nfn'i-t  tbi«  fund^Dn^Lil 
mnditlon  ufain  ithii-h  th^y  w>'re  niiuiitii-.-t  ?  W  ••  M\i>;d  (Lt- 
danjeer  of  all  the  miw*hi>-fii  that  wnuld  <K->urfniij  ibf  ao 
arehy  and  mnfu>ion  whiih  wouM  iirlM-  if  liny  win-  liiU'  ii< 
av.sioible  and  reject  the  ron<liiii>n — a  li.inji  i  wlhli  U\t* 
Crreaterina  troulihil  lerritt'ty.  wh^'re  ira  |--{.ujiiti>iij  fed;* 
tnrtied  and  divided,  than  in  i>ri!in.iry  i->.!M>r:  fi-r  in  d.>«« 
caM^a  it  niifcht  be  preaunn-d  with  Kifrty.  iIihI  in  ■  idrr  To  >« 
admitted,  tli*^  state  would  ar-i|uieM-«.'  in  tlif  (-liui  iilf  u.<*  «lirh 
were  pn>poM'd.  lUit.  sir.  it  is  u  ri»k  tliut  w.<ulJ  bi-  rnb  ia 
all  sueh  ea»<es:  and  no  one  can  fay  that  it  i«  i  ff  Knty  sa^ 
and  Wttcr  to  pursue  the  pntvdpnlM  to  whiih  1  Iiaie  r» 
ferred,  but  thnt  it  i>i  rl^iitand  pro^wfrin  it.oelf;  tlial  it  is  tin* 
to  the  people  of  the  r^tnte  who  a^k  adnil»i<'n. 

**  Now.  sir,  I  ask  h^w  can  it  \<o  said  that  by  this  act  «v 
submit  the  constitution 7  "We  do  no  tiurh  thin;;.  IVcfr- 
knowlefltfe  tlie  valitJlty  of  the  coni<titutiiin.  uu<l  we  mt,  an 
n*Kard  to  thli<  contract  wliirh  Is  offereil  tu  u.<s  ■  lh«f  tfms  k* 
not  acceptable:  we  will  not  accept  tlie  temi^  you  uffi-r:  ^*t 
we  will  accept  others,  naming  thi-ni.and  If  you  f  h«•<•^e  h*  \^ 
admitted  on  them,  you  may.*  It  is  true  that,  in  ultintt  Uwl 
vote  fi>r  adlui.«^Ion.  tln-y  may  lie  govi'riiM  li'  ortn-r  r'-msiva 
than  those  which  relate  men-ly  to  the  prDj^'pliion  iu^li. 
But  is  that  any  mncern  of  ours?  (.'an  wp  li^ik  iulu  ibe 
human  breast  and  sean-h  for  motlvi-s?  Pan  we  prtsrriif 
what  are  to  lie  the  n-asons  which  ar«>  to  Rovrrn  thi-  |m  pular 
vote?  By  no  mean«.  All  that  we  have  to  do  i-  to  ke^p 
within  tiie  liuiitit  of  our  iiowcrs,  and  to  resj^vt  thur«  ii(  tbf 
states. 

**  And  what  is  it  that  we  hare  afTlrmHl  in  r>*irard  t^  t^» 
submiN>iiiii  of  tliecoiiftitutiony     We  lia\e  i:eTir  Kitd  ihtr 
the  people  miu'ht  not  submit  their  own  con!4iluti..n:  «• 
have  never  Kaid  tliat  it  was  improp^'r  to  do  «■•:    »hat  t«r 
have  said  is,  that  it  t<i  n  matttt  fi>r  the  pHop|<i  tlifmfiriii-s  w 
detvnnine:  that  they  must  detfrmlnH  it  vitlier  thn  iiL!b  thi" 
art  which  t*a}led  tlie  cmvention  into  Yi-ln^.  limitfn:;  ai:>l  A>- 
flnintr  Its  fiowcrs.  or  they  ninst  di'termlnc  it  thnMiirh  tht-ir 
own  convention  ;  and  we  have  aaid  that  If  they  dnl  it.-.t  r» 
quire  the  submission,  (^Hi)(n'S4  ciMild  n<>t  n-iiuire  it  *4  tiifi*. 
bemu-'i'  that  wa**  an  ai't^ihii'h  l«'Iont!t<'l  to  tin-  «.n rri ■!.■•■ 
power  of  the  stale  itM^lf.    That  is  our  d'lctrine.    If.  tl:i-n.  •»- 
submit  this  propositi'>n  in  n-iranl  to  the  mi<Iif.t^t  fn'r**' 
h'lw  d«»  we  depart  frrmi  tliN  d.<<*ttlnf*     MV  li*  !•*<  '■»»  » 
th«*m,  •  YiMir  c<»nNtituti'ifi  i- uniuJi-frwliTv.*     \\-  '.■   i-.-'«-. 
to  tlit'iM.  *  You  niUF't  haiHs  |h  pi;i:.r  v>>t"  i.n  ll:.-  ■    .    'i- 
tii»n.'     We  do  not  ^ny,  *  We  il'-,'iiti»  lb-'  t-\i.'i-n  i-  v  |  »  b  » 
have  j-rej'fnt^'d  nr«'i'r«liM.r  1"  t\\>>  It-j-.-ii  f.-rrn."     «".  •]   .  ■    • 
trary.  we  «iy. '  Wi-  n-fi-ive  it  all:  w-  ."i-kiin*  'i  ij  ■  t: 
rity  of  your  c«.nvenlii-n:    ue  iii-kiinHb- !;:•■  tlh-  *-. 
ymir   crMistitutii>ii.  an«l  \vi-  iirkn«'Wli-«l.'i-   ili.i*  w 
p'lwer  eitlinr  to  chanj"  th;ft  iii-i'runi' iit  rr  in  r'-jni: 
l>a4H  uprn  it  in  any  nther  form   thrtn   th:it  uiii  i;  . 
d«'t«^rniii:e<l   f«T  yoursi'lve-":  but   in   p.rir.l   »ii  t!-- 
that  ynii  iirfij»'i»i"»d  t<»  u*.  we  have  tli"  rl:ht  t-t  ,->i    i, 
and  we  >-iibmit  it  to  y«iii  t«i  f-tiy  nhiihi-r  y«iti  wT".  .  • 
accept  this  iiKMlitiealioii  wbirfi  We  ]r<>i  >.•.-•' I -f  d.i-  - 
!-■*  not  that  a  fair  ••talem.'nt  i.f  tli.'  iH-ft  *     N  li  :i  .r  ;. 
we  prej^Tve  our  iYinsi.«lt-nev  Nh.ih^"  ««■  n-'t  •  t.\^   r  • 
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t«)  til"  if. i>l;»l!iri«  t.i  d-teniiipe;  l»e.'«u^«-.  as  tl.-y  .-^aiil  in  tin* 
a'*t.  III-*  p..«i'r  li:tit  lie.'ii  /i\iii  thvm  l-y  th"  <'"nvi«titi<in 
wlii"-ii  f-iriiii'-l  tli'<  roiiv||i  oti -ti ;  fliU'*  >h"«  io_' that,  in  the 
o;uiii'>n  I't'  <'"n':;ri"M.  tlo-  li-.-lit  to  r«i\,-  tiv:iv  the  jwiwit  to  tax 


ai'kiicH  le(b.;e  il  :  we  Kiibmit  unly  wli.if  w«-  |.:i*"   s  n/^-*  ■ 
•dibiiiit.  anu  Hint  i*  the  i.li:ii.;^e  we  niaLe  in  ii:e  on::!*  i 
that  they  i»ro|vi>!e  to  mj". 

••  Ihit,  Mr.  I're-iibiit.  th<'  S»Tiuti  r  fr'im   Ken»ii"*-v  ■\  -ft 


any  p-ini   ii  uf  th"  pnipeviy  i-r  l:iiii|-i  wilbiti  it-  d-  main  was  ,  that  in  d"iiip:  tl;i«<    wenn*  dojt-.j  what  N  r.r.!':ir.     lit-  *■■  • 
a  rii.'lit  V.  hill  1h1.»iii;i'I   to  Mivi-niu'r-.fy.  a  ri;ihl  t*»  be  jiivi'ii  j  I  his  way  we  utbT  tb<-m  a  reu.-inl  tiiaii-i-|i(   i-ie- c -ii-i.Ti-ii.  • . 

1  V  the  h.nti"  p  iw'T  v.lii'-.'i   n::i'!e  (■•>ii-tituli'>ns.  and  which  i  nnii  we  prnp-xe  tn  puiii.'>ii  iIk-iii.  in  1 1 le*  r   ib:it   ih  >■    ■■ 

■i--itf|   « .iiiveiiti--n«.     I;    i.-N   i-lni.Hi.M   that    if.  in  ri*;rard  t;»  i  n<>t  arrvpt  it.    Thi'*  is  an  tiitire  n-ist.-iht.  «i|)  tie  p'nt'f  '■ 
b-. on. I. try    if.  r«<|ulr- il  :«ti  Sit  of  the  <ii\>-r"i/n  penple.  either  '  >enat«>r:  anil  it  Jlr^■^'l•  iMiii   b.';:-.in.'   il»e  11111.1:1.;:.     W, 
ihioiuh  ihi-ir  o^ui  V"te.  or  thrnc.rli  ennvi-ntiims,  or  throiiuh  '  not  submit  the  etiu«.iltMiioTi  (■'  th"  ]■•  -p!"  m  u'.l.     \V.-  «,-.  • 


livi»<l  ttniv.'"  Iliai  h.il  been  .>i«--ir'i-ally  emloHiil  with  tluH 
pOHer  by  tie  ri.n\eiiijoii,  tdOMli-  Hw;iy  the  juriwlirtion  over 
c««rlain  te'iit-iry.  It  rerl.iinlv  «"u!d  reijuire  It  in  order  to 
oeile  a  p.trtieiil.ir  ji'irtiioi  of  tiiat  Juri.-«>li<-tion ;  thnt  in  to  tay, 
the  riuht  l>>  tax. 

"I.«ii'>t  i|ji"<  pra'-tii'e  fnrtifii-il  and  supported  by  reason? 
Ts  n<  t  tl:i>-  loiiditiiiiial  slibtul^^i'>n  (if  the  ordinamM' — nnd 
nothiti'j;  i-l^i-  is  •iulmiitti'd — this  .'>uiimi'<«ion  of  a  chance  in 
the  teriiH  of  ;i  r-<iiirra>'i.  in  p-.raril  to  land,  proper  in  it>elf> 

8up|^>s*'  tlieie  liail   I n   no  nmtniversv  in   n^ard  to  the 

Constitution  oifi-ri'd  by  Kaii>a'<:  .-upjin-e  it  were  admittnl  on 
all  hand-  tliat  the  conventiin  whi<*h  n^>em1)|e<l  nt  L"comf>- 
tnn  Mac  ppip<Tly  antliori/"d  ;  thiii  its  |iroiiN'din:;s  wep-  le;r;il 
and  vali'l:  and  i<nppi-e  this  pri<-i«e  'lifTen'tirj-  h.el  iiri.>eii  in 
re?anl  to  the  lainl.  that  thi>y  had  deiiiMndeil  the  t\\.-nty-thri><- 
million  ai-res  provi  li-d  f-ir   in   t!i->lr  oi-,|iimi|fe.  :uid  that  we 

had  tli!ii:_-|it  jiii-p-r  ti»  iiive  not  inor,;  than  the  |h or  f"ur 

niilli:>iis  whi.-li  tlii-*  propfifijii.iii  <d'  fh"  '■oniiMltti'e  of  coi|f,T- 
etii'c  prop  K.  s  to  ■^ivi"  tl.<ni;  vvooM  if  o' t  have  Ih-i'm  k.-ij.I  to 
le  perlLvtly  fair  aud  ri^jlit  and  ]'."  pi-.;  and  that  it  wa*>  du" 


thiMu:  •.•*o  far  as  \ oil  haM*  i:-  lo',  }■  11  l.a\i'  |.--.|r  m--.|  i 
iiiti>  the  Union  ii|Min  ce'-l.tin  tirnis:  \.<u  ||.,.|.  yiTi-i-M!i  j   -.• 
a  citn>litiition ;  \ou  )rivi<  »i..-i  )  re.<Mi,ti.i   im  nn  -Tdiis-   ■ 
which  eontains  n  contr.-o  I   in  r«-;;.ird  l-i  tlie  ti.xLi..:  ]-■«>. 
We  ai-eept  your  con^'iciili-.);! :   %.e  ai-'Ki-r-w.t  ■) -i.  ti  ii  t-.  »• 
n'pul  lli'an  in  form;  but  we  ilo  n-.t  ni.-pt  ih-  .--tivn;   • 
If,  howexer,  jmi  cIh-  «<•  to  take  a  l-»ifi-r  t[i:  -i.tiv  ot  i-»'ii    ■ 
make  you  a  irniiil  whii-h  i'<  lilN-ral ;'  l<nt  m1:i  b  i<i:.-hf  1    I  i> 
have  lieen  raUixl  exeessive  by  the  S-n»tor  f"i»m  K'-oTiuj.-. 
Iw'cau.Ke  I  Udieve   it  is  fin^-i-ely  the  ^:imi*-  ..-ihii!   »l '-h  !■" 
priip'Hed  in  hi**  o«n  nuo  inlniei  t  to  ibi   .'ni  ..;.   I>:il      lli  •  :• 
it  unequal  and  unf.iir^    Mow  i^  it  iK.i:  if  i<  ti  !•>  nin*.'t«i 
as  ri-ven^reful  or  fi-ftl'iil  Ie-.:i>liitii.ii.  if  »,•  .i\  i..  it.'U,   • 
the  event  tli.tt  you  ilo  I'.oi  i-<>nii>  ill  uiob  r  ibi'  a;»'i<  ii 
Mhi-h  3*i»u  y(■ur^elv••■.  haveiii.<di>  Vt  n-  i.»r  mln  i.»i  n.  1 
muxt  nui.ii:i  in  a teriitorl.-il  ouiiitT'iii  uii;il  Ann  hat     («'  (',• 
en:>U|:h  to  entitle  vou  to  mie  ni'-mlHT.  ak'-i-init:?  ik  iK-  r^u< 
of  repre>eiitalion>'     He  hiiii<4-il.  iu  Wu  o«n  n  ui  okv  ^-i^e 
the  .if.swvr  to  it. 
"  Wti  maintiin,  as  a  general  pm|ioMfiiin,  that  L<r  |v<f-ie 
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«f  no  territory  ooglit  to  be  admit t«d  «■  a  nUU  tintll  they 
hHTe  pipalatlon  enough  fi)r  one  nifmbiT  of  Coiifcrem. 
DoM  any  one  cliHpute  that  principle?  In  it  not  ovirli>nt  upon 
iti  fiice?  Hut  wo  aay  in  this  caao  of  Knn<n<i — and  wh  are 
•Inrerv  in  it;  fiir  we  Mi>l  it  two  yean  ap^  in  th"  bill  (itfcred 
by  the  Senator  from  Qe-trgia— wh  will  waire  thenf  iHinKiiicra- 
ttona  f<>r  the  Kikc  of  the  peace  of  the  roiintry,  anil  in  «ird'T 
to  M'ttle  the  a^tatint^  qu»'«tl(>n,  provid>Hl  you  will  cime  in 
and  make  a  final  di^poflilion  of  the  whole  matter.  If,  how- 
ever, yiiu  refu.«e  to  come  in  and  make  a  final  diRpoititi-m  of 
the  whole  matter,  the  cnni*iderfttlnn  MU  Ufiou  which  we 
were  willing  tn  incur  the  niinrhief  of  admitting  a  new  Ktate 
with  an  inHufflcient  population.  We  can  no  li>n;ri*r  attain 
that  grmii.  The  next  l»ei>t  thing  we  can  do  tor  th«*  i^'nci)  of 
the  country  is  to  nay  to  her.  'you  muKt  \h>  quirt  until  you 
have  iM*opfe  enon;;h  to  entitle  you  to  at  least  <iue  tnf  uiUt 
lii'f»re  you  enter  the  Union.*  Wi»  thus,  at  Inst,  put  down 
theM  attemptM  at  conTentiona.  which  may  dinturb  and  diA- 
trart  that  people,  and  introduce  qneKtioni  of  dfiv^rd  and 
confu!<ion  In  Congres*.  We  thus  ostabliNh  a  sound  gi'nenil 
priDflpI.*.  whoM  Justice,  I  think,  Ckinnot  be  ili^putt.'d.  In 
re<rarii  to  the  grants  of  land,  it  wan  not  noci><^itry  to  Kay 
anything  of  tht*m  in  the  contingency  of  a  n*Jection  of  our 
propo-ition,  U'cau^e  it  i<  obrioun  that  wh.»iicver  th>!  per>ple 
of  Kanaaa  ome  in  hereafter,  if  thi\T  shouliJ  fail  to  ronie  in 
nndnr  thij*  rnbmiMMon  of  the  ordinance,  th»y  «ill  make 
their  own  propnaitionit  in  regard  to  laud,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  hnt  th-it  we  sball  deal  with  tliem  a.4  liberally  as  we 
hare  always  done  with  the  new  st.ites.  If  they  d  >  n^t  come 
in  undiT  this  constitution,  and  we  cannot  H>ttlH  thi*  que-^lion 
in  that  way.  i*  it  not  obrluus  that  the  neap'st  sp)iri>:t(>l>  we 
ran  make  to  putting  an  end  tn  the^te  ngit:ttionii.  i*  to  say  to 
them,  *you  mu.«t  remain  in  your  ti-rriti-rial  (i>ndttim  until 
roa  have  mure  Htability.  more  people,  and  glre  us  at  least  a 
'.ruce  and  a  breathing  spelif  " 

lion.  WitUAM  Lawrzxcb  of  Ohio,  to  Robert  3.  Clark.  May 
0th.  1R5<J. 

**  Again,  it  is  saitl  that  thn  Iiocompton  eon«titnti'>n  \ft  not 

nbmitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peopb*.    You  will  agn^*  with  me — 

it  it  mu-t  bo  oont-ed*^!— that  the  nuT.» /'irm  «if  th»«  Uillot  i.-* 

f  no  conseciUt'ncv.    The  important  in>iuir}'  i«,  what  is  the 

ftCi  I'f  the  Tote?     Tills  art  pp»vidi»H  fur  two  forms  of  ballot. 

nd  that  in  rase  one  form  previdl".  K.tn<<as  is.  njviu  thi* 

niclamation  of  tlie  President,  adniitte*!:  but  if  the  oth.«r 

•nn  prevails,  •  then  it  is  d«»em«l  and  held  that  the  p<v.ple 

r  Kan^as  do  not  d«rslre  admission  under  saiil  ( l^'cornptf^n ) 

institution,'  and  that  instrument  U  without  vali<:ity— it  is 

ifinit*^.    Tliu-*  you  will  |>erreive  that  th»  people  nf  Kaii-<aH 

iTe  It  in  their  i»owor  as  fnlly  and  completely  to  vc.U'  fur 

id  against  the  Lerompton  conKtitution.  as  though  the  ac-t 

i<l  exprejioly  provided  tliat  the  Itallots  to  l)e  uionI  at  the 

jcti  »n  «hould  contain  the  word*  •for  /V  couMtitu/hmJ'  or 

f/iiinxt  thf  atnditiitiiin.*    ()n  thi-se  V'^nts  there  ran  he  no 

ulit— none  at  all.    The  language  uf  the  act  itielf  clearly 

stains   this  construction.      Ei*eu   the   opponents  of    the 

Mi<iure  admit  this:  but  they  claim  that  it  is  not  a  'hold 

d  manly  submiivion.'    This  objection  is  purely  ?«/.///.  not 

t/.    I  am  not  particular  a<  to  names  or  form;*,  so  that  the 

bstance   is  decided,  which   un'ine^litinably  is  tlie  caiu'. 

e  people,  voting  for  or  against  the  pn>])op<Ition  for  admi.<<- 

n,  will  decide  whether  they  will  come  into  the  I'nion  as 

iate,  with  the  Lecompt<m  cfMi«titntion.  or  whether  they 

1  remain  as  a  territory  until   they  have  tho  rtMiui^ite 

lulation  entiUlog  them  to  admi.c>>iou." 

Ion.  Bexjaxix  F.  Lmxr.  of  Ohio,  in  the  IIouw;  cf  Itepn*- 
tatives.  May  :M^t.  1H.V). 

The  £ng}ish  bill  waa  the  result  of  their  deHheratl.m««,  a* 

last  resort,  to  make  a  slave  state  of  fre««  Kats-a*— a 

ired  scheme  of  tliese  men.    That  bill  is  no  I.?«s  a  frauil 

cheat  than   the  submission  scheme  prt>p«>!"-i|  in  the 

>mpton  constitution.    We  have,  in  this  cii.M>.  the  ^r^t 

c  of  the  kind  ever  attempted  i»y  any  party  tt»  iiiKncuiv 

people  to  vote  for  slaverj'  in  cirnHderation  of  a  land  hrilx* 

their  ailmiw'ion  into  the  Union  as  a  soverei</n  .»*afe. 

a  pro-riavery  constitution  and  forty  thoni«:tnd  {lopula- 

while  they  had  the  penalty  fi>r  n^fusal  heM  out  t'l  them 

e  propoidtlon.  that,  if  they  did  not  acei'jit  it,  they  *li"iuM 

he  admltte<i  into  the  Union  until'there  shoiiil  u*  a 

lation  within  that  territory  of  ftnm  one  hundred  and 

o  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand.    Tills  is  tliv  first 

nee  of  an  infliction  of  punishment  fiT  the  lo\e  u{  fnv 

since  the  davs  of  fleorjre  HI.  and  the  American  P.cxo- 

1.    I  specially  call  the  attention  of  this  llonoe  anti  the 

ity  to  this  matt-r  and  now.  in  my  placu  hi-n-.  irive  th,* 

neraocracy  n-iiice  that  I  rhall  hold  them  re«p«insihle 

-the  p«'«»ple  fi-r  this  flagrant  outratr«t  ui»on  the  people 

n^a".  and  their  usurpation  of  ih~  riuiits  of  tlie  fp*en»<-n 

»  !'nit«'d  Statr-s.    This  tlisitarngxnient  ut  fn-e  ]n«titu- 

liy  the*(»  pn-ti-niiing  I>>mocratK.  «hall   tie  pnt>li:<heil 

gh«»ut  the  vh'le  Icnsth  and  hr.'jidlh  of  the  land,  and 

it  we  will  g")  l>-rore  the  wmntry  and  lake  the  judgment 

peo(*l«  at  our  eominjf  eluctious.*' 


lion.  IltTXFBKiT  MAB8RAU  of  Kentockj,  in  the  Hovn  ef 
Representatives,  April  29th,  IS&S. 

"  I  desire,  before  we  take  the  vote  on  this  bill,  frankly  to 
state  the  objections  I  have  to  it.  The  bill  does  substantially 
submit  the  Lecompton  constitution  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  my  fritmd 
from  OeorgiA,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  anil  notwithstanding  the  de- 
clarations which  have  been  made  in  another  place,  that  in 
the  drafting  of  this  bill  there  wa.s  an  attempt  to  preserve 
the  principle  of  non>submission.     If  you  were  to  put  to  tho 
people  of  Kansas  the  propoaltion  that  the  m'xm  wa»  maoe 
of  green  cheese,  and  sav  to  them  that  tliey  miteht  take  Vn 
I  tfiuMifm  nf  oflmiBsimi  teith  thnt  propfntUiim.  ami  if  they  vote.1 
:  in  the  affirmative  on  that  prriposition.  they  should  he  ad- 
i  mitted  under  the  liecompt^m  constitution:  but  if  they  vote«l 
I  in  the  negative  on  that  proposition,  the  LuTompttm  consti- 
tution should  be  con!'idere<l  dead,  it  does  not  require  any 
very  severe  logic  to  d(>duce  the  conclusion  that,  in  lact,  they 
had  an  opportunity,  thr^tugh  an  immuUrial  ;»rojNutfton,  to 
vot«  on  the  questicm  of  adminslon. 

'•  But  I  objei't  to  thf  mnnnrr  nf  tu*'mif»{nn.    It  seems  to 
be  intended  to  save  the  pulses  of  gentlemen  here  at  the  ex- 
pense of  theliistfiry  uf  the  country,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  sense  of  the  p«K)pIe  of  KanKi<«.     Yr  u  re«|uire  them  Ut 
vote  fur  the  rejection  of  this  prfi|Mtsition,  which  Is  immat^ 
rial  in  it-wdf.  and  to  cfmtyit  the  fact  that  t'ify  art.  vtitfrnf 
'  tiffninni  tbf  lyromjifun  cmttifiitinn.    Why  take  this  course? 
j  What  m<»tive  have  you,  except  tluit.  by  the  manner  of  this 
;  propo-dtion.  you  s«*«'k  toci»nci'al  fn»m  the  country  that  you. 
who  vault  "o  hi;;b.  hiir^,  in  fni.  rtnif  fi  -i"**  f 

*'To  another  branch  of  that  reimrt  I  uui  determinedly  op- 
posed. iMH-aiuM'  it  presents  a  condition  /'<•//  ijr  ti^yrtulimjin  V*t 
pritplf  fif  th^  Xnrth.  I  ask  the  pMiple  of  the  South  to  hoar 
me.  We  of  the  slaveholding  stale-i  hh'  in  this  chamber  in 
a  minority  of  fifty.  Suppoiw  that  this  I^ecomplon  consti- 
tution, instead  of  IntnMlucing  a  slave  state,  introduced  a 
free  state,  and  that  the  majority  of  th"  representatives  of 
this  country  had  sent  that  c(m.«titution  back  with  this  lm> 
material  proportition  attached  to  it,  saying  to  the  pe<»ple  rf 
Kansas,  'take  these  lands,  ami  you  can  come  in  as  a  fn-« 
sUte;  but  if  you  attempt  to  come  here  wiih  a  slave  state 
constitution,  you  most  come  '*  under  a  legal  ct>nsns,"  show- 
ing ninety-three  thousand  inhabitants;  come  here  with  a 
slave  constitution,  and  you  mn<t  show  rf'/ular  ptpt.r; ;' 
woulil  not  my  fellow-cili7.«'ns  <»f  the  slaM'holdio);  states  luve 
n'jected  such  a  proposition  with  indignation  and  scorn?  By 
what  sort  of  ethics,  in  this  eoun'll  of  equals,  i-an  we  who 
an*  legislating  for  all  sections,  atl'-mpt  to  prupose  one  thine 
to  the  North,  which  we  would  conhid  -r  onrsrlv»»«  insult'*! 
by,  if  propose*!  to  tlie  .*<outh  ?  Sir.  the  men  who  send  mo  here 
do  not  s«'nd  me  here  to  play  the  secti'-nal'.st ;  they  do  not  fend 
me  here  as  a  stewanl.  to  t^.'  how  \nnch  I  rtn  n-t  f'T  Vif.  rUiT4 
rtntfx,  ami  hmc  murh  I rin  irrflfr'tm  tht  fne  ff-tt^f.  When- 
ever they  want  to  degrade  me  to  that  |:<>sitioii,  1  shall  lie 
he»e  no  longer.  I  iiave  ]eHru«il  in  the  s  liool  of  morals  in 
which  I  was  rai.se<!,  that  amont;  e<|ual.s.  it  is  not  fair  and 
prop«'r  to  pmpose  what  you  would  not  lh»  willing  t»  accept 
and  as  a  Southern  man — no.  not  an  a  Southern  mbo.  for  I 
never  claiuiM  to  >>•»  a  S*»uthem  man — but  as  a  Weatei'n  man, 
as  a  citixen  belonging  to  that  xfitinn  of  th-  cf»untry  which 
hax  a  minority,  by  n'presentntion.  ujvin  this  floor,  I  am  un- 
willing to  lay  down  a  rule  of  action  which  in  its  tue  [uencr* 
offers  notliing  )>ut  sackcloth  an^l  a««be-.  to  my  i)eople. 

••And  when  you  men  of  the  S"uih  api  ly  thi.«  rule  to  the 
North,  how  can  you,  when  the  n^xt  ca«  •  ari*«»s  in  this  eonn- 
try  of  a  similar  natun*.  re«|.t  th"  a|'i:!iejit;'in  (T  the  same 
rule?  With  what  faos  will  you  >-t«n<l  up  and  complain  (>f 
any  inequality  which  may  be  atieinptel  to  Injcnforce*!  upon 
you  by  a  majority  »)f  thi*  rcprc^fiitatives  of  this  i-ountry? 
They  will  n-fer  you  to  your  <>wr»  aet,  \i.ur  own  vote,  as  bav- 
ins established  the  precedent.  ^Vhat  o(  |hirtunity  vtonid 
you  have  to  e^iip<»  fn^m  the  cons"«|iienivs  of  this  artf 

••(ifUtlfmen  hug  a  deliid'>n  to  :heir  l»or:oins.  when  they 
stir>p'>se  thst  under  this  bill,  animated  l»y  a  df-slre  to  have 
this  ijrant  of  laml.  or  to  acjiiire  immediate  (lolili-al  pfi^ition, 
the  pii'ple  of  KaT:s<is  will  he  ioilnecd  to  aivept  thi"  propcffd- 
tioii.  and  that  we  shall  then  have  a  summer's  sea  I»efon»  n". 
Tins  is  .^heer  d(lu.si<m.  Kans:i«  wiP  noirt  this  proposition. 
If  you  are  prudent  men.  n^nsun  \»iMi  me  nisin  the  fuppori- 
ti  m  of  its  rejiHtion,  at:d  kick  tlu-u  to  the  cousequencrs 
whi:-h  are  to  flow  from  that  fscf. 

•*  Uliat  will  thtiae  conse<iuences  b«»?  Every  free  state r>f 
this  Union  will  at  once  anuise  {trielf  {/>  rf}<fal  thf.  dualMnm 
jxir*  f/t'ti*  "f-ry  hUl.  All  tin*  xluices  of  that  pernicious  agt> 
tat  Ion  which  h-is  flowed  over  this  country  lik^  lava  for  yeara 
past  nill  be  re-op>ned.  Itei-eal  will  1m>  the  shil>>K>leth of pai^j 
inth«-  next  e'e<  tt'onof  tho  .North.  The  free  states  will  ry  In 
yon.  'In  April  Kansas  had  population  enough  to  be  ILjWTe 
Htate:  in  la**  endxsr  fuUuwing  hhe  has  population  cnoH^^to 
Uj  a  fni"  state.' 

*•  >'t\  help  nie  Ood !  if  I  were  a  Northern  man  T  fbonld 
feel  it  my  duty  too(.en  that  direct  attack.  I  would  feel  tliat 
you  had  attac)it*d  a  coudlilon  to  the  |*asKaw  of  tuis  mearare 
which  dt^radcd  me  from  that  equality  about  which  to% 
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tlk»liiiidif  thoysmepttheoonRtitution:  Iftheydonotthey  '  Ttnufd,  would  hart  Ibmird  ft  foniitltution,  which  wrwM 
MID  not  to  have  it  DiWrt  It  dh-ao  to  hold  out  tli«*  idva  tliat,  hnw  \n-vn  iwtvd  u\*)n.  and  we  iih"uld  rome  hmt  flb-iiiif 
by  firiviiibiUty.  thb  is  thrlr  Uit  cliaiice  for  oUainiiif;  that  Kiiii»n«  a  itlnte  in  tiie  I'lihin— »l  any  rate.  Ilii*  i|w*it>>n  pbl 
land:  and  that  having;  oiu*e  njiK'tod  it  in  duo  form  of  iuw,  out  of  our  hand":  f>r  if  th^y  rfji-rrt*!  thiM.  wr  pmtidinl  T)ir 
thin  furin  of  law  iihall  Im  wt  up  a^iust  tht'ni  an  an  «i(to|»-  nu^init  of  tli«*ir  niakint;  anothrr.  Thi«  Idil  mi%p.  if  thw  t*- 
pel — I  think  the  word  we  liavu  hi^rd  ho  oft«*n  i*  eMtoppel —  jnct  thlsi.  thiTO  Ik  nu  iniTiii''  of  th«*ir  nkikiiijf  an)ilti«T.  jni 
againNt  their  ever  hnvin-j;  any  uiorv  land?  Will  the  world  th«*y  ^hn^  not  have  Hoothcr:  it  i>hn1l  1«  piifiiiMiiii^l  nri'A- 
eonaiUfr  it  fitir ?  Will  the  pi>4i|iU>  of  thu  United  States  i*on-  :  uiti'ly ;  and  wo  lier«  HUihMiiyi>  tlivin,  when  thiry  ha^i?  ■•>»■ 
aider  it  fuir?  If  thn  ))i'i)(i]ii  of  Kim*>aK  arc  entitled  to  Tote  j  tiiined  a  rcrt.iin  anionnt  i-f  iMpnlMtion.  hut  n3t  till  thi-n.  to 
Upon  the  lA>eoiit]»ton  c>n.xlihiti<>n.  they  are  entitUil  to  it  in  make  a  n>n-iitution,  thw  l**n\in::  thii*  vexed  and  TraAri.iUf 
virtue  of  their  ri:rhl  of  H'lf-irotcrnnient;  they  are  entitled  t|ueKrion  o|H>n|  to  pnur  out  fuithrr  tP>uMf«  on  lip*  laud, 
to  ft  in  virtue  of  that  trnat  ii<iverei(;u  {Hipnlar  ri;:ht.  hy  "  It  (ihaiKi-ms.  tb<'n — and  that  ii(.i!l  it  dtx-s  inc-niarri^t 
virtue  of  which  every  pi\ernnient  that  wo  represent  here  with  n»y  i'lwi.-*  i»f  thf  pr«»|ii'r  rtiur«e  on  tiii<»  smlji-*-!— *Ij# 
■tandt.  Wt- have  no  riiilit  to  li i mi nish.  uo  ri^rht  to  control,  •  I^'eom|ii(>n  eoniititutioii.  liy  airnt'int;  to  ^u^mi;  ii  i>'  ira 
BO  ri|$ht  t^i  eiicuuilH>r  it.  It  ix  their  ri;;ht,  and  you  have  no  <  iM-iiple.  It  does  nfi  nrire  ihnu  \\u»  !!•  iv**  )>ill  di-i  '^n  ihhi 
rt|i;ht  li>  anuttx  i>euaitiini  or  eonditionsi  to  the  exerciito  of  it.  '  |Miiut.  In  all  the  re^i  it  i.<*  fniiltv:  in  all  the  nat  it  i*  a 
Although  I  have  no  idita  that  it  ii*  the  inteiitiou  of  ConKri'"*  !  }*<ior,  mainiiii  iniit.itUMi  of  th**  Mil  i>f  the  iliio^k*.  wor«p  f-r 
to  withholil  fmin  them.  Ht  any  time  hereafter.  thcM  Undx;  every  ohanice  that  h.i^  been  niiide.  and  by  th«iM*  ver>  fh-iD^-*^ 
yet  n-ad  thiit  bill,  and  we  if  tliHt  i.n  not  the  Impn<«sion  it  rreiitinfc  iiiiin)terai>le  obstaele»  to  prevent  thi>»*  wh'i  ih-n  ii 
may  make.  At  any  ruti*.  thlH  1h  a  izreat  bonun  offered  to  ■  as  I  do  from  td^in};  th<'ir  nmrurrenrv  to  thir  re|M<rt  "f  tbia 
them  fi>r  imuie<liat<!  adiuiK^ion.    This  i^  ralculateil  to  tako  |  nmimittei-.     1  n-ji'ir**  at  it.  mi  Cir  aa  tliey  (:«•  U*  uiuiiid>>u  tb- 

e  roni|i])'xion  of  faimeKi  and  '  Lefiuipt/in  mnHiilutinn;   but.  i>ir.  how  ^trantfely  ar^  ti.« 

viewM  <-liHii:.'fi|  upi>n' thii<  nutjert,  tiliivb  will  U-  »ati*t:«-4 
»ith  thiK  re|Kirt  nf  tin*  ri'uiinittet;  hore?  The  rre-i<leiit.  ia 
luK  iiiitvial  uie?>«a^i-.  ufler  arkSnlni;  the  question  aui|  n>vt-ue 
nieiidini;  ar<il  ur^iuu;  ui*  t>>  ad«>|it  tlio  Ix<rum|itou  ntttatitntii  n. 
aniofit;  other  reno<ii'i«.  mvo  it  i*  the  ahortt^t  aikl  qui<*kf»i 
way  to  el(iH>  up  thU  IvanMin  queHtlon,  and  all  the  aL'itaik'U 
that  haie  crown  out  of  it.  That  In  one  of  the  lYei-i-ieDl't 
iudiireuiento.  He  ti-ll«  iw,  that  will  be  thr  iv>niks|ijfiK». 
He  tell-i  uH,  if  wi-  dii  n<ii  u^^ive  to  It.  <laneen>ua  rt*it«lt*  W:d 


away  from  I  hi'  r<ubunssiiin  the 

aquality ;  U  ia  culculaU'd  to  take  away  from  It  the  face  of 

ju»tif«>. 

**Mi>re  than  ^hat:  not  only  in  thia  reward  to  accompany 
one  vote  that  tbt y  may  ^i\o,  but  there  ia  another  con.-**- 
quenee.  This  nieusu.*i  Miyt  b>  the  people  of  Kan taa:  *  If  you 
rbooM*  to  take  thi8  I^>(''*uipton  ronsiitution,  witii  all  ita  im- 
perfei-tiouK  on  il-s  liead:  il  yvn  ehiKwe  to  Kilenre  all  the  com- 
plaint* aud  all  the  denniicSUons  wliicii  yuu  have  made 
ai^nat  it :  if  you  clKN^.^e  ti»  linniiliaLi'  y.Mirselvea  ai*  frvi-meu 
by  a  runfe-isii'ii  of  ari  mnrh  l>asiiii'aj<  ns  thu!  wouki  imply,     fxllow.    Thij*  wn;<  the  argument  hvT*\    W  liat.  ur^w.  d*i  iii- 


then.  nu  matter  whnt  ynur  numU-rK  ans  wu  nhnli  inake  ihi 
innniry,  hut  »i.me  into  the  Tnion  nt  omv.  with  all  the  d«iP  «;>■ 
of  lan>l  whii  h  we  i^ive  our  newly  adniitteil  and  infant  Maleii; 
you  Khali  come  in  at  once  to  thf  ^rreut  family  of  a:iveri-i;rn 
ptateri:  you  fhall  come  into  the  ;<eniiteof  the  United  Staten; 
you  ifhall  (vm**  into  the  IIoum*  of  UejireMMirativeH:  aiMl  you 
aball  bit  Mile  by  fti>Ie  with  thoH.>  ^n>at  an<l  nii;;hty  stateji 
which  a>-hievt-l  tho  Kevoiutinn.  and  ailiii'\fi|  the  iili<>rtieK 
which  we  hi-r*  enjoy — i*ome  in  and  -ihare  with  uti  the  crcwu 


MimmitliH*  of  MniiriTeni-i'  pnipoH>?  They  at mh don  tlic  l'r*~h 
dent,  they  al-andon  nil  hiM  n-axomi.  they  abnudi-D  lit-  n» 
••ommendaiitiii,  liis  authority  ik  <it*t  >il  ni>u-.^it~^i»i  wb«l  'i>i 
lht'4'.do?  Afl-r  baviu-^  -^ivi-n  the  I'n^ldeut  uiui'ta  r>^i-Mi  t'l 
U>iie\e^"*^>  b>  lbi'<  extent  :it  ItM.ot — that  i«.  of  Kborii-rir  • 
the  nH'th(tr».<'f  M-itlin;;  the  Kitn!«:ihi|ur*»tiiiii — ili«>y  c>.iM'urTk-d 
witli  him  in  n^ini'^n.  lu*  tlie  ar::umi.'nU  i.f  f-iiib-nx-n  <li>l  "a 
tlu*  orl;:ln.il  liill.''ltji'^y  i*"^  turn  round  and  ^ay  it  i«  Mr  frrfu 
their  pur]Mi-4«>  t>i  a<K4**   ^^**  ''bortf>>t  and   Ibe  i|nicf:«~l  ^»y 


and  the  >!ieiitre:  mtvpt  th«-e  jriantH  with  thin  cfinatitutioii,  i  for  tln'  aiimi^i*:on  ul  K^'"*"'"*  ^» '»"•*"  "H  ih«-at'  <ii«iiirt«tn- 
anii  you  .•-Ikiill  ilo  it  im>tanily.  iimi  wi*  will  malce  no  imiuirv     and  to  qiiiet  the  land,  Yi\^  "'*•"*•'*"-  *'«''"  *"**  "■"  *  »•»"»• 
Bf  tfiyour  numlH>rN.    Only  a«v.|.t  thii*  fmalitution.  ami  ail    that  ia  not  ilh'ir  purj-.se  liNtJ*'  ""*  l*»' 
theM  thin;:^  ure  yoiiru:  but  r-jeit  It.  aud  you  shall  not  only    do.«H  not  t.ike  this  tbinjc.  hhi-T?^*'  ""'  "' 


not  amie  iu  now  as  »  «ovcrei,'n  atate,  hut  we  will  inqnirt* 
into  your  numlierit.  and  you  phall  not  ctmie  in  m^w  nutler 
any  fi»rm  of  ci.Mi.s(itnti:in.  nor  hIihU  you  ever  ("ome  In. 
under  any  firm  (jf  Cfn^iiiutinn.  until  yMir  |>>pulati"n  .^h.tll 
amount  to  that  numbiT  which  i*  tlxol  by  tlie  K>'>or:il  law 
aa  the  ratio  of  ifpri'-'ntnlt-in  thriiii.:h<iiit  the  ci.imtry." 

"Hen*,  Mr.  ure  ti»e  l^-ii.tits.  and  h«ri«  an-  thf  (MinaltieH 
that  an-  t'>aiteiii|  u|i.>n  ihi'  voti-  in  lif  i^i\,u  in  K.-iiism.  Ih 
this  a  f:ijr  Mihiiii-<i(>ii>  I.  ii  f,.r  n — ;;u;iriii:uM.  if  of  nothing 
eli*e,  tif  the  |><>Iil;i..il  m<ir,«lily  of  the  cnunfry — to  ]iut  Mich  a 
temptiitioii  in  th<«  w;iy  of  nir  |K'i-pI<'.  th<.>.s4>'who  nre  ^ullject 
to  our  lawH.  and  iiin-t  fulliw  «iur  l.id-liiiLr?  If  iIhvm-  «re  un- 
fair eniMiinbi:ui(-iH  u|Hin  thi'ri;:)it  .if -ulfr:i,'e.  is  it  ni>t  wron^ 
in  UK  tn  phiii-  thi«  ;rrc:it  tr»-'  [niiii  ipb-  und^r  ^<Ul'h  trainnielx 
ami  encumbraiii'^"*  a"  wi-  an*  nnw  ib.iu;^?  S«>  it  wi«m»  t<i  me. 
an«i,  in  my  ■•|<iiiii>n.  thi"H«  wlm  con>ii]iT  it  caniiiilly  will 
rtiniH  to  the  '-Auw  (iiiii-lnM<<ii.  If  my  tntii<I.<'.  wh«i  l.a\i«  been 
in  t;i*<»r  nf  tie*  lj«-ciiinpi<>ii  cnn>tituti>n,  and  e«|»t'ri.illy  th<>-t- 
who  l)uvi'  lii-4Mi  (I'lpiK-il  til  its  !-nbmi«<-ioii  in  the  iM-npl','.  ^Imii 
biok  c:in<iiiliy  at  it.  thi-j  will  we.  u<>t  >inly  that  the  hubmii*- 
fion  which  th.-y  opiHiM-  has  Im-mj  ^;r;uititl.  but  (ai-  that  that 
HubmiM-i'in.  ami  tin-  ^.ilf  whi.-h  jj.  to  U'  i:ivi-n  umb^r  it.  are 
encumbere>i  \.\  ci>ii<liti<>nH.  by  hiLuinirls. anl  by  t«-iiiiitatii>n.o, 
whirli  fuu'lil  n.»t  til  1..'  pri-i>iit<'.l  1-y  u«  to  any '|».irtion  of  «iur 
pi.-'ip  f.     .Mu't  n  -t  tlt:il  I.I'  thiir  ciiiii-!u<-iiiti  r 

"  .Mr.  I'i<  >i  I.  ut.  an\i"iisa>  I  am  t-i  .«!•.•  tbi*  Kubjii-t  entirely 
"k.ttliil.  and  ii.i-i  Kaii-a*  ^nl-an-)  ivtin.:ui«hiir.  il-  s«-.l  up. 
tilli^l  n|«f<  n  \.  r.  I  \«>.u.<l  rjuh-  r  that  them*  nii>i.<.nifs  ^ll<>uld 
all  fiil.  and  Kaji.-i-i-  Ih-  l.-tt  just  wli.-n-  yuu  f.-uini  hi-r,  than  ■  nluii.->ii!i.    nnil    tin-   lmm<-li.it'-   ■  |.i  t'liiutv    ..j    .  •  i  ■  i.i 

when-  Ihi-i  I  ili  w.iuM  |ila'i'  h.-r.    'i'l.  «i..  U'llhiii.^  w-miM  pl;wv  I  tl ihiTMi.-d  and  hi.p,- l-ti-r  I i?.;  I.;U  r-  ■-.  I  i!.:i!,.'  ■. 

her  wh«T.»  rhii  hill   \v.u:.l:  hut  it  woull   pl.ne  h.-r  there  I  hh  ill  N- indrlinit-h  ^w.^tJ|..n.1l.■■ '    -ll-it  i.^  i,'..-  |   .r      Wi.T' 
without  thi-i  iiijuti.iu-;  aiid   unju>t   li-i.-l.iti.iu  on  our  jcirt.  i  wnuM  the  .^i.uth  .-ay  if  th<>  ea-*-  wi-r-  re\e'«.  -i    .ml    ii.^ 
Thm  bill,  il  s|i.    r.|ii«-  t.i  a- ,•;  t  tl..-  i.iiiMiiiit.Mi  i-m-tilu-  |  Nuith  w.-re  t'l  pu!  ibi!.f.rm  nl'  .ni.-Ji-  n  ♦  .  ■(  |.|.  ,.   ..  .1  ^:  ifa' - 
tlon.  r.-init-  hi  r  tn  u  t.  iril..i  lal  i-.u.lili..u.     .-be  i-  tmw  m  u     that  had  u  m.ijoiity  iu  l.tv-r  .if  ••In-rv  itii.l  .i  -'.ne  .•  ,f..  ^■ 

I    *'"t 

::u  -I :    r 

■.I    u    u:  -u* 


ii-y  K-iy  fii  btT.  if  xIm 
'HUM  iuio  thf  ('ui-ih: 
Klie  ahall  waif,  how  lon^  '  d..  mX^""*— *'»"  l*r*-:.i.|.nf  d— • 
nut  know.  All  the  celeritv  i-f  niovV"""*  ^' "  J«rtii  olnr  j««l 
i-*  laid  « Bide:  and  now.  if' the  Pr.->i>t"*  •■"rfurs  m  il.  a- :f 
il  were  ill  reM-Mtuunt  ..u  his  j^rt.  w\\''  *  ^  »l\  i  •■:  atrrH 
bute  1-,  him— but  resi-nfment  ii-.  Ji  .■.i-V;'  '»"'  •  '^■*  '•■  *  *  '• 
a(iiui>i>  m-n-  imI-uI-iIi-I  tn  a>-ii/f  ti.iV*''''"^'  ■  '  r».ii-i.r 
th-  l.,<-'i>Mi|.i<iii  c<>ii>titii:i-  II  ab- .|i.|.  l\.  tV""  "•""  '  '■  ■"  '  ■  - 
i^  Hurt  |.n>p>  .ti-il,  that  iiob-ss  ib.y  t.iiv-  -TV'"'  '  ''  '  =  "  ' 
niiiie  iiiti  the  riiimi  1  r  an  iiiii- rii,i;i  tiiise-  W^  '*"'  *■  ■  '  ■■ 
of  ihiMMiiendineiit  hi-  filiii  I-.  s:iv  f..  tl..-  1':iy''''  '■''■   •"  •  ".*■ 

thiK  ri'ji'irt  the  oimmitt f  i-i-ni.  n  ii'>-  «iv  fV'  '■•»■'  *■  ■  ' 

ni»l  nuc  whethiT  th:it  time  i-  bm:  »»r  -li-  r'\  ^      '*  "  '"  * 
ai:r»-*»  ^lilh  >ou.  Kjr.  nu  the  •|Ui-«tHiii  nf  th-   I,.  i^V'"'   ",''.' 
Mitiitinn,  or  a  contiTiuati'  n  uf  all  .i;m-u  ti--.  j\  "'  '  '  '   "' 
lii-turluitii-i-M.  and  all  the  |  i-ril-  whi.  h  Ihm-  ^i-.w  a'  ' ''/    '  ■' 

in  tl»i'  iiiuntry."     Th.-it  i-  the  a-t tL.ii   i-  tl,.-  I-V""*"'*'  ^* 

f'f  (.'■•nKr«-i>»,  it'  Ihi- lep  >rt  If  ad  pti'i.  ■         *     V     *        * 

•*  I  a*k  my  friend)>  nl  tl^•  S>uth.  iith*-  «:•—  w,  r--  iVV*'*^* 

iH'twi-i'n  the  Nnrth  :itid  th-  S'uli.  wlitt  «  .|jl  i   rhi-  *■'*'  =•''■ 


Niy  to  Niich  a  mode  nf  subnii-^i'ii :     U  l.st  vi'-'iM  thi-  * '''■*^^ 
My  to  the  Niirth,  if  the  Ni-rtli  pr-fios.-.)  !•■  I.i-r  •  **••  «  ii;  ^.Jlf" 

!■  u  a.    .  !■'  It  ^ 


prp 
mil  thiH  roiivtitutiou:  w.-  villi  ^ii\  ilMt  if 
will  j:ive  yoii  bind;  we  will  ii\c.Mii  inim> 
into  the  i'nion  a<>  a  >taii':  Wf»wi;l  «.iv  t>' nil  fbi-    t-firmtt 
in  tin'  territory  -y'lii  ^»llll  w.iu'  r«  N-  •>.  ii  i:   r*.  \'  ii    »  h. 
hi|>e  to  i>btain  that  li'iiin-.d    |-l:t  ••.  yi-u  «ii.     w-.i-t    i  .   r  ■< 
n-prf-^MitatlM-i  fn>in  th- iiew  .iiUe    mti>I  tli.--    ii-    :  •-.  i    "iA 
the  tirfl  anil  inflm  uii.il  viti/'- t-  >.iii  w-  .   ;.  ■  iii   .  •  -u  i\i 

i.i:: 


territirial  c.n.liti  i».  >bewiil  ieiii.,iii  in  it  if  i. .  li-LiMatMu  .  Wuuld  th.-v  nut  think  if  lerv  h.-itd-  I  w  n  .i 
l)e  ad  plil  by  (•..i...;r.-v,.  \M..-»r  _-.-h|.  rheii.  i- tbi- t.i.rl.-.-t:'  -.pum  n:  I'wi.ull  rf«.i-t  it— n'-i.-t  if  t..  rb-  i.i* 
In  lint  .-iiry  ^•..liil.Miin  bei.-  lu-rilly  i>rl  on  that  all  lh.-:i'  "■  wnuld  >l-inHnd  lor  ihu-^'  .-f  iny  iwi  ti.<i  a  Tair  ♦  . 
tempi.tti'iici  vv.ii  fnK  ;iiid  that  thi-  tmif  itiiti'>M  will  Ik-  p.-  j  i-jud  termi». 
j«i-b-l .'  1  iim  i-if-  tly  leri.iifi  th..t  it  will  b-  i.  jii  ted:  she  :  ••  V..u  have  WsiitM  t«-o  b'n_'  frr  tbn  ai.p'.,  -i?:  .t,  ,..  i;  iw  ,■.■».* 
will  U-  n  te:iit..r\  ih.-n.  uiid-r  ih-  |..r..e  ..f  ibii  l.-^i-latinu.  I  «-f  a  nil.-  r-iuiriii.:  a  .^-rtiiii  j»p'iljii.  u  ?  -r-re  K.i.i.  i»  i-»h 
Mie  i- a  t..|-nt.iry  n-iw  ;  and  -be  will  e..ritoiii-  to  K-  a  f.  rri-  U'  mlniitt.d.  I  »N-lii've.  a>  l:ir  I -.ok  a-  ib.  i.i-i  •■-  i,.i.  ..  •;  -. 
tory  il  this  bill  )iiiv<M-..  ;ii.,i  -11..  rijeit-  tl'i'  c'.u<.;ituiii  II. 
Then.  whiT  have  we  :;:iiii.-d  J.y  if  -  .\.  thin/:  n-t  a  straw  ;  ' 
not  tlo'il.iit  in  the  bal.iije- iii'wb.i  It  the  i«;e  .- 1.|  lli- cuii- 
iiy  i*«  «ei   bill. 

••  .\u..t!i.i  .lud  forth,  r  ili-Mu-li'.n  litw,-,-!!  ili,.  Ib.n—  1  l:l 
anl  till-  bill  i>.  lliit  th."  II  -.1-.  lull  pr<.'.  ib-.l.  in  i  n  i-  .,(  the 
reji-i-ri  .n  i.f  tliM  1^-  ..nipt. .11  .■.ii»!itii«i  III.  .tn  iiiiii)...;nt.. 
r»'miil\  f  .r  tb.it.  by  ialliii.r  a-.i-ilii-r  niiivi-nti'.n.  wlii.  h  mn- 


hill  nl' my  friend  fmm  «Ji«ii_'ii  -Mr  Tim.fi.i-,  .^  j,....i  i, 
aiitbori/..' tlffUi  to  (iiui-  iiiin  Ihv  Ini.-?,  u|'^   t)i>    i.iiinl.r* 

Tiiey  tir-ll  biul.      1   Viiti-I  I'll-  it:  a'lil  ii<    mi  d    •'  !■  e.    .  :  -  =-  'I 

in  ie-it,-t  t"  Kan»a-.  i.ii  th- jr..!!!,.!  i,..;  m.-i.-ii    .■  r,^\\     u 

b'T  |i.«rt.   I.llt   beeitllM'  -he  W,|-  thi-  »     l|-..i|     -       l.i;     J.  It       .■    ,., 

and  >  ■  lull- il  :ijll.->t:iiii  l|.r  II  h  III  '1.-  l-.-:  l  fb.lw  !-  r.d 
r<,  .ii|i- I-.  ...  tn-  i'\  ii.  anl  li.>i  i  inii--i  n  \i  i«  "..i.  J,;  •  ' - 
the  U'-t  mibb'  I  f  ilniii:^  il.     Th-  pr-  |  ■  -i'i..;i   t  -r  h-r  »l(r.i»- 


reutiMii.  l*f.ro  the  uexi  h.-.vi.iu  of  a-nirre^.^,  the  Li.l  ttup-  .  »\m  iu  that  bill,  1  amivrlAin,  %iua  I  luud.d  u|K'U.*ud  lu.  ii^ 


APPENDIX 


p  Um  Ibnl  Inuiii  iinpUniHj  nM,  HI  itaiird  a  julnit  Iha 

^  "  «  Uul  Kinm  hud  trmMd  UmaehoDl  thr  nuT — 

Mlakobu-lnlalbs  Union,  bint ^cr  in  Ibi  V^ 


„.  _    .  ..    'ODBcli:  Intl.  ilr,  Mka  id;  fsh. 
btpmltlDn  dF  nir  iliitot    I  kanw.  Id  the* 

iMaiUUnI  «animpli,>.  [he  FiimnH  nf  Norih  (nd'eonth 


iitv ' '   II  ..iL  -.  1,1-1  irn«i«rti  AMI.   Owgnphlalljr 

1  ■ '■■  I  Mr>'mph<>tn>nltinil  iUpmillir 

nol  aiKil  ft  Mil-.  IlFIM\  I'r  fi*nX  ot  |lQ|lll1>(ioD.  U  cUlwr  Uui 

BQrtlHre  or  tl»  KiuilMtu  nrflDn.  m  hi  iMllned  lo  ha 

.      won  1b  nipinalk'D  iban  boOi  nf  Uitiapat  hmthci^-da*- 

'     awTli  In  "xr  handa  tinn  an  Ih*  ran  »r  ttai  ^nllad  BUM: 
'vn^'lvf  Ih'.  m-wt  Ihpil)*  raelun  nt  tba  *»ld  In  all  that  la 

til  Ih"  Miii;iiiiw  iir  lliM  einBW  pFwneb  •ritor.  Da  Tupqne- 
Tills,  » I  iii'Vliiit  a  fvirttn  Iba  tliuMt  and  Iha  di«i  ^orbiua 

TTiil  I-  niit  mlinWt  tu   Iht  mrt,     Wa  lOBPh  nnorMO;  itc 
mil  liiiori.ii,    Halli-  10  DO  niiiD*ilnn  HlUi  tbs  nonb;  wa 

I  "Whal  pamilWr  Intaiwl  dua  Ihia  KWlfnipHiTal  Boillioo 

I      (bilr  [ii'-1"na  •iC'ilrr*!  In  thbiK  t1>al  nn*  ar  tlxi  DUm-  would 


>i^»[  lii.jii  "  I    I ,'in.  Is  .u  I  I   rlj.,  mishtkll  bmvni 

*J^tBKS   bn    ooi^-biuall;  of   bpiDiiD    mai 

J",it    majr    U    (lalrtollcally.    PnUrlalnad;     b 

2  •'•''■■'''''I)'   '■•   "•*  awiUin""*   "f  'hal   jnat  wenom 

C.nClbn  nf  Funntri'  te  wbifli  I  baTaallndwIT    Tbt'lr  IdIvthI, 

**U^BV  ™l'  "  •»•  *>>^'  pamlUr  Intonat,  la  Uu.  UnhiD. 


antlonrd,  KiFIb  oi  Snolh 


"  dIBtmT-<l.    t  a>K  KautlnMii  bar*,  mnlng  tmai  tb*  raalan 
*    or  whlcb  I  aiwak.  bow  naaj  man  ani  Ibart  tbat  too  burg 

r*  tU  of  on*  nlnit-^MUaeUrsly 

J  ■b^'  nfaNUod  tbalr  Intaraai; 

..  _   .       .ilintnnilnnrntiikliid.invfalph 

>l..[.,-  .Iji.il.l.  r-'Ktb^m  «n  W  axtablWiad.    Wb*l  l>  Tonr 

(hably.  iin<]  n^or  pnnliMlnila,    Wbot  us /nu  M  do!    .ir 
jDUTpr«Ltuia  In  nf  upofi  ^oftf  banda,  HDd  toba  Iba  f'>"- 
dT  paalllrun  aaoBc  jnuF    Vi:  bat  li  diimI  ba  an.  <iti:< 
p     ip)    lt«dlw«ab»ro*atoft»«UBl*BtokiagMtai.l. 


■k(l«nrN.wTorkwgo'l°BllNnill';i,.^""Vll'h"utbalDe 
)act  la  (irili  aD«  Ui«i  and  co^ld  iliil  W  b.m«l    li 

at  to  ITi^d  tbat  bnr^an.  11  If  Ihi^lr  Llittr'-«U  Ihirlr  paru- 
iDleiaaC,  aqd  iDDft  nrrr  remain  mi.  In  k-vp  Ih4  IidIod 

I  tnd«  vhkrti  Ibey  bpw  aiij«>y.  Tbi'j  will  olwaj*  bava 
-al0aa]ltbHEiaDTnttiar«qnBlnnnih<TDfpeoplDODi1]aCki« 
batwib.   Ttaaf  baTaiBDniUiinwnnIi  tiiul  NawOrlHoa, 


■ban  la  >  iMil.  • 


It  all  U 


■  dHtln^. 


,  agrtrullunl 
Inlcn.andin 
[hat  bciUi  lb4 


"  tliB  'uniorforSa 


UrlnleRat    ThtKirUiBi 

llaithl. 

binora.    YnnoflWararioo 
mii.dbTlhI.lnlerwt.rfpo 

ouEhl  lo  ram 

lerjou 

Mliraaa 

Blhlo.  lo  -up-i 

.Dd.W- 

Wo,h..laElb 

aa  well  aa  a 

JuJIilu 

!«ss; 

aundlnf  balwHD  Ihaaa  tu 

Cbt  lo  l»ke  nn 

that  Jnailn,  bo  dOH  by  on 

s.lrcmllj  1 

er.    W. 

halB  DO  Interait,  (aDtlamao 

•  nrtTonc«.»tarunu 

■°anlDn  i^i 

iDMr.RtefOnd>b.l;nba 

aanalerlal. 

Intenit 

bUtHpfwrnUwortbaU 

ko  of  tht«  ■ 

tba«k. 

Df  tha  tnda  aod  Iba  Durka 

a  ODght 

to  goram  our  artloni    Wa 

boufd  HiTi.lde 

'faatb. 

2S;s.:s±;j.i',;'„ 

panloular  1 

oitbf^H 

aTlng  m 

r^  BIT  mlTe4siii-'i  [Mr.  Le^l*f]  apeorli. 


tbe   Crltlasden-Un 


a  tb«  4>h  ila;  at  Keplnnbin'.  1^ 
D  !■  npubUm 


K)  nlleirna  dtolad  hiilnpi  ■ 
bla  •Ola  Id  Iba  Olnba.  paga  1  t:<T. 

ebJirlMbljr.  tbat  bo  do  dunlit  di 


Ml.  Lata.    Thai  pnambl.-  »as  naiir  adoptL-d  bf  Ibla 

Mi.r  ,.i.„       I    ..-,  -.W  Oi, .  .■,.:,:,.,. 1,1, -.li.'BDiao* 
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MM  md  nnjn  on  tho  prramMr  and  amtii'lmont  of  Mr.  r      I^'ttor  from  thn  Hon.  JKrr.ixso?i  Datis,  to  F.  Ih^'J.k.  Ei^ 
Mont^iiifry,  whi>h  (tin>titutv  thu  I'litirv  lli>u<t*f  Mil.    Uii    of  Yuzuu  city,  Mifcii»lppi. 


that  vfit**  my  nilicii^uwi*  tiitiuf  U  nftirUi-d  for  tin*  |>rraiiibl»* 
and  miK'U'liiii'Dl.  pa^H  1*01,  fuurtb  linefnfiu  Xliv  bottuiu  of 
tho  la>4i.  (iiluiuii. 

Mr.  lii.ir^K.  It  iiMixt  hv  rcinoiiiN^n-iI  ilrit  n-RolutionM  and 
Willi  itri*  ulv.'iy8  {•:l^'>l••l  iM'fiirt'  ihi-  |iii'.-iiiitili'K. 

Mr.  Cnx.     VVu  wi  1  o<>iii«-  to  that  in  a  inntin-nt.    II>'  dM  not 
vntH  fur  that  iinMiiil>Ii>:  hihI  In*  iieviT  vnWi*  \*\  mistiiUc,  hit 
nayM 
.'ilHiiiiii 

liint  my  ci^ll-'a;.'!!!-'-*  |Mi|iiicjtl  liii-ml.-^  Iiidhiu. in  Ih"  ioun«i' of 
ihrlr  iiii<-Kitiii)'!t'ii  .ilii.-ii'  of  my  ^oic  f-r  t\u:  ain  I«  rouci*  I>II1. 
havi' 'I'lit'i' I  (!)••  "•mi  ■  prHiiiiililf  which  all  Ihi;  Ki''pittilii-:ii>> 
v<<ttil  I'M',  ii'i  ill',  ■-•■n-l,-  iinMti'in.     I  il<i  imt  pmtr.'^'i  tu  undT- 

tlAUl  Jil.-  'lllli;;  :i.«  \Vi-;i  HM  thi-   p'tlUi'lUiin.       II<'    UfVer  Viili-!( 

.'•y  nlis|.l•^••;  liicii  (or-,  ho  niii!<t  )i.ive  KUKtHim^l  that  t-ill  ah 
U  Wfiii.  fri.iii  :hi:  11  Ills.*  ti>  thtf  S-ti:itf:  and  lit  it  Mil.  iik  it 
MU.-41  tli>'  llo.!-^'.  h.rl  ih<*  ]<ri-.iiiih:(>  in  It.  Hnw  eould  it 
JkaVi*  iTot  thniUirli  thi"  llnust*  wiihuiit  \\\*  vi>te?  for  on  this 
iiUl  lii>  %'i-t4"l  it\i'ry  tiiiif  Vkith  tin*  ni.ijtirity!  Can  thertt  hi* 
any  d-mht  alMtiit  it  ?  Turu  out  to  |i.-t4i-  \l'\S.  ami  you  will 
let)  lli.it  Mr.  MonT;»»imiTy.  nftt-r  "  t't*  hilf  a*  aun-mWl.  wa.s 
paMU'd.''  niuvid  to  "ctriki*  out  uf  lh<-  firiMiuhle  a  piirt  ul  th<) 
Uncuiip'  u.xfil.'* 

Mr.  liKiTr.K.  HV  on'.;ht  to  Luv"  had  a  Hoparnti*  vote  on 
that  |in^uinlili>.  It  wax  ^MHirly  cu^inifriMi.  1  lookud  un  Ihv 
lDanu,:;iMn<'iil  ttuMi  its  bun'.'iin-;. 

Mr.  (-ox.  ^Vhi>tluT  ii  WiiM  i:oi:<l  cn-jElnctrin);  or  not,  my 
eollfa^ciiu  vtiti-*!  ii»r  tin*  pri>am>>lc:  and  Im  ni'vrr  votes  l»y 
miNtak(>.  If  it  wa**  l>:iil  t>n;:iii<>('rin};  and  hiin'jcling^.  my  c«>l' 
li*aKiie  in  ill  fur  it ;  aiMl  cannot  lii-lp  it  hy  hin  dmial.  Ah !  th<« 
fCttiitlfUiaii  i.4  )**'<; ill II itij:  to  umlorxUiiid  tlii>  matter.  If  It  wan 
all  riithl.  and  h<-  iii.tdi'  no  iui<<tak('.  and  he  did  not  rotu  fiir 
the  prcaiiililtf.  whi-rn  i-i  thiTi*  any  imn'.;]in);?  Wli(>ro  the  l4ui 
mana^fi'iui-nt .'  It  ni\  (mIIi'.i£Ui>  liiii  not  vott*  for  th«'  preamhlo. 
thnr«i  ii  no  linn,:liii;:.  iiniii'  at  all.  Why  iihould  Mr.  Mont- 
guniory  uiovo  to  hlrik»*  out  a  part  of  tho  prvamlilf,  if  the 
gi-ntlfOian  (^Mr.  Ij<ii<Ti  vntiii;;  with  thi*  majority  did  not 
Tutu  f>ir  it  *  Allow  nil*  to  i^uotr  from  thv  (jIoIm.  pa;;e  14JS. 

**  Mr.  MiiNTooMKKr.  I^i  it  in  or.lfr  to  move  to  iitrike  oat  of 
tho  pn-ainlil'*  n  p'irti-»n  of  th"  l-ui;;:iaii'? 

»*TIk' .^iHF.^KKH.     Th««  C1i:iir  in  of  opinion  that  It  l»  not. 
ThL'i|U(.4ti<>n  h.ih  lii'cii  •>u^.;i-.«ti*<i  within  thi'  la<tf«w  minutox 
The  proper  iiiiii>  i<i  li:iv«.'  m-ivoil  any  aiiirntlmeiit  t<>  Xht  pre- 
ainhl'*  wa''.  in  tli(>  (ipi;ii<in  of  tho  Chair,  U'forv  the  bill  wait 
onii>rL>«l  to  a  third  rf;iliii}(.'' 

iift  tint  It  wru  thi'ii  t  >o  l;itt».  ns  it  i-*  now  toi  1:iti».  f  >r  any  of 
nittotTi-i  ri'l  (if  tli.ii  \i-ii- lur  ili«' Mnni;^<iiiii-ry  bill.  I  have  no 
fui-!i  il.'siri'  I  think.  b.'i<.r<'  tin-  full  t-l.  .'lii':!  is  ovit.  <'frCaiti 
jtiMitl  Miiu  will  If  "-.riy  t'T  tb"ir  iiliu-U-  ii|"in  iui-iiiIk.'P'  wb> 
h-iUf'tly  vi'tl  f'lr  ii.i-  .■••nf.Ti'H'-i'  liil.  wlii.-h.  a-  Mr.  Mi>iit- 

ptmiciy  l.iiii-lf -.ly.  I-*  th  • -u'li- tiling  ill  •>ul.>t:»rii'.'.i'Xi:<^pt,  I  ''"-ii   thi'  a.-timi  of  t'oii.'P-!.  i-i  nmjl»t-:  tii.-  ..r  ■.•,■!• 
|iiTha|)-«  a  ••  I' \v  \'M 'ill  alt.rati'iis."  ba\iii:r    }.«i-ii    a1ri-atl\    rn'ti\»tl.   nir-vi-l.    n?   .    M-    - 

H'<iv,  th<M).  1.4  I  III-  L'' iUl»-m.in  Kiy  Ibi'r-  i*  a  pri'.-tiiiMi*  in  '  a-llnittnl  unb-r  It;  ii;i>|  tbi"   l'r.-i'b-.it  •  f  '.\f   I  r.i  ■   I    «! 

thi' li<>ii-i- bii;    u    !■  «>  li"  \i|'d  I"t  li  •    II    ii-\ti  _  i*.(' a  voti"  j  npi-n  m-iili. 'iti if  tli<>  a- ••  |  tnno- ^f  tbi>  ji;i- :.-.  i 

ncaiii-t  til"  bill  i-.  :iiy  ^\:i\-".     lb.-  pi- ;.iii.  I.-  m.is,  vut-d  lur  '.  I>:ivin-i  lM«i-n  aiith  ri/.-il.  by  p!'-.'l;iin?iti..i>    :  ■  .im.:   u- 
by  him  wli-n  I..-  \-l-l  f-r  lb-'  li  1  i",  .i:ii.-ii.lr.i  ,  facttb.it  K:iii«a»  i>  a  >t  iti- in  lb**  1.  i,i>n.     If  !».■  f.  m.- 

Mr.  l.mir.     1     «  i-    priinii-.i   i-i  rci.riirj  llivrt*,  wb«'n  it     by  (■■lH:;r•■'^  \f  iii>cliii<'d.  tbi-n  IvaiKi-*  ri-iiuiitM  ;t  i   rr 


Wasbinirtoii  City,  May  U.  l«»jl 

'*  I)«'nr  Sir:  It  i^iverim"  pb>ji>i)rft>'M>  knoubii.v  tht>  ri«i't|4 
'  of  ymir  b'tU>r  of  ihf  l!>t  iuolant.  t<i  «bt<  h.  l«4-ii^  »iill  tinatil« 
I  to  writf,  1  iuu»t  n>ply  by  »\aitlii;;  misfit  ol  itiv  baLd  vf 
;  auothiT. 

*' Y<<u  afk  ray  t1ow.«  a»  ti>  what  tin*  South  ^houM  d<i  in  tl' 
There  is  no  «ihi-;i|-i*  for  th(>  p-nllt-maii  Irmn  thin  ;  ov^nt  that  KatmiiH  should  lie  tma.ly  ri'fn-'>-'iadni)h-i><ii  iuiniiH 
.1.     I  wkuI'.I  not  call  atti>nlioii  i<i  it,  but  fir  th>'  fact  |  fni'in  un<b>r  tl.o    IitiiiuipiDii  t4;ii>.|iriiii..ii.     \niir   i;  >\'.i\rj 

hhiiWH  that  you  hii'l  mi.  hi  tb«'  dati- oi  x-mr  It-ivr.  !-.triiii| 

till*  m-tioii  which  Con i;ri-ss  ban  laki-ii  up  n  Ihi'  -iii--*:! I 

the  Ailmliaiun  of  Kun!ta«  uuiivr  the  o<nKtiin'.iou  iraui<U  at 
l/e<-oinpt<>n. 

"Thf  i|uii>tionii  nhi-'h  a::itati*d  the  |k-i>plf  i.f  Miiid>dipl. 
when  I  w«4  biMt  anioiijc  you.  wrn>  a^  t"  I)--  •-<ni>>-  u  hi  ii  tli^- 
ailuiiniKiratbin  wiuild  purs^ui*  in  r  iaiiun  !••  ih-*  H.-n-m  ■  r  th- 
ronventi'iii  in  Kan'a!*.  nn^l  Hbetbi-r  llii*  i  •■ii^ii->ii  «<.uJ 
apply  to  the  appli'-atbin  ot  Kaioia'^  tin*  <!ii.;iiia  ••!  '  .\<>  m  rt- 
Klave  stati'K?*  Kr.rtuiiHtely  f«T  u-«.  ii«-:tliiT  »:  t\y  i«.ui>»  un 
which  1  tiNik  puiiition  IwfiTe  my  f.-ilow-mki  ii!«iif  .^li«-i>Mp|i 
remalnit  now  fur  (XinfliltTalion. 

'*The  Kxecutive,  iu>  far  from  np-fwing  iih<.r.ii'-!i^  to  tha 
ailmixKiou  of  Kan^aK,  liecanve  the  i-iinvi-nlifn  h:td  i.i>|  ^ul- 
mitteii  the  ronMtltuilon  formeiJ  by  i*  for  tli>*  raiiiiciii-.u  uf 
the  pi>ople,  bv  a  iiopular  «ote.  hai<  u»-«i  all  i.f  I.im  iiktlnfn<« 
to  promote  favorable  artlon  by  (.Vm;;rx-(<it  u|hmi  th"  apiilim. 
tion  of  the  new  state;  and  th»  C<Mi){re>».  Imrriiitf  ad  nfcJa 
pn'tenees,  and  UTerthn>win<  all  f>p|ii>Miiiin  to  tin*  i-<^>n-titii- 
tion  of  KanHui<.  I»eca^^^.•  it  r*^ijnii<«i|  tin*  ri.dil  xf  pn'pvTfy 
in  slaves,  have  decided  to  ailmit  Kan-as  lntf»  Uie  Cnb>n  with 
the  rfm^titutiun  framed  at  lit^viuipt'-n:  ihu;*,  at  the  r«aiBe 
tinn*.  deci<iiiit;  that  the  re<'0);nitiiiii  of  ^l.lv••ry  in  thi  r<>n«t:- 
tutb»n  of  H  new  state  ^hould  not  excliKli*  her  frttm  adna'^ri-  a 
into  the  Union,  and  that  tln'  luhabitnntH  of  a  tiTriti>ry.  vhm 
a«suniiiif;  the  powers  and  r*'«iii>ii>itiiliiii>-<  of  th»  |ie<>i  if  nf  a 
state,  have  a  ri);lit  to  rejsulate  their  donii-<'tie  Instiluihinn  ia 
thidr  own  way — frauiin);  their  fund.tnii'nial  law  t-ilhvr  ty 
dele'pCates  aMU'nilile<l  in  eouventton.  by  tli**  itMipU  mnteDrJ 
in  nia^s.  or  by  any  othi>r  mole  whii*h  tii  them  may  H«-t-in  lir^t 

"Ap|tend-.*d  to  the  eoiistitution  as  a  C4iniliti<>n  e>-iini»-t»d 
with  the  upplli.HtiiMi  for  the  aihuiMiim  into  ttie  Cninn.  tliv 
omvt'ntion  of  KanM«  submitti'd  an  ordinann*  mhi  h  -ct  np 
extnu)riJlnary  and   Inailmisnible  claims  in   r<-laii><n  ti»  fltr 
publir  domain,  anil  di-niai:ded  exorbitant  tcranti*  nf  lan-l  f  >r 
iidufnitiiinal.  rujin>a<i.  and  other  purpi»se«.    These  the  Cm, 
HP'ss  refusi>d    to  ree«vnij«e  n^  a  ri.:ht..  or  to   Rran*   h*  an 
endowiiieiit.  at  the  suni"'  time  pr  |io'iiii:  ti-  tb-  |i-..|ii*i: 
Kaiiwi*.  terms  which.  th>n_'h   nr  n-   m-ibrit-'.  w-r-*  'lui: 
tiin.ll  to  tbo«M'  Hhlrh  hail  U-i-n  vjrantiil  in  tlii-  in  -t   i.i\.  r-  ! 
-tJiti"  at  tin'  (late  i  f  bcr  ailnii<sioii.     Ttif  nn'y  'j::---!!  ■  ■.  ti---  i 
which  ri'iiiain<  i^.  will  tbi*  {iii>|le  of  Kan«.i>>  :i     •j-r  i    i-  r*  r    • 
pr<»p  M^l   by  Ciiiiu'ri»H.  nr  n«it*     If  tl'i'_\   a-    -pi   ti   ■   i.n   .. 
(hen   the  a<'tii>n  o|  ( 'i.in.;p-''!«  i-^  n  mi  bt 


ShoiiM  b:i\i'  1m-i  u  -Ii-  ■  k-.-ii  on! 

.Mr.  (.'-ix  \i  r\  w.|  .  i  bn.-  -li-l  .-i;!  (  ib->irifl  to  on  tbnt 
point.  Th  it  fi ';i  .rk  iif  inv  •  <'ll.  .1  u  ■  i- i-n  n  rb  f'>r  biiii.  1 
do  nut  ri-fi  r  i-i  ibi-  iii:i;'i'r  i,iw  f.  t  .•mx  otb'-r  |>u:p  >sc  thitn 
to  ndvi-i*  j:Mil!«'.n  n  lUtt  fii>-y  ar.-  ii'-t  t'l  In-  alinvvi-il  i.» 
put  the  1>im:i>>  r  i<  >  <it'iiliii  t-i  tb<-  ib-l.  in- ■  nf  that  \vhi<-h 
they  tbi-iii^ -hi-  iliI  kimw  jii..-|\  ii,.i  iii  i  un-ii-r  mt  mii- 
appn-b<-ii-i->ii.      Ao  1    w'l  II    » f    an-  ciri'.:  ■!   \»i'b  vntin^. 

by  Um  i-I  ;n--;.liili".'  fb:il  111.'  •■  |.i">|Ii"  111  Kii|i>:ih"  m.ul- 
l^*c<ilii,>ti.ti  ••  I  ir  'b  ■iii-;v«'-.'  Ml-  |i>iiit  t'>  tin-  fiitin*  Ib'piib-" 
ilcan  ri'.-"i'l  t-i  -in  w  iliif  '^"n  l-nii-ii.  ninliT  "no  miipiake." 
rttconbHl  the  Kini<.'  thiii;i  :.■<  tli<-ir  ojiiitiiin. 


Hon.  .Vmi»\  II  ('::\i;i\  ff  N.-w  IF  l^lp^hiri'.  in  the  IIon«e 


of  lb|'r<--i  II*. 11 


l.iv  -JJlb.  1-..S. 


*•  1  c.tti  think  >'f  'lit  .nii.  tr.iri>:i.-l|<>n  in  hri«T--il  '>t  prrifane 
hl'tiTv  uiil:  wl.i  )i  r-.  .  ■••linn,  ibis  'tli,'  i:n;:li.'.h  Confer- 
ence l.ill  .     Tb-  r.ii  ••'  r.-.'-i.t..  ii.  .1*  1  .lli.wn:— 

**'1b»-  diil  t:iU«*'b  biiii  np  intu  an  ••xifitlinir  bLdi  moun- 
tain, aiii  '.li-v.rih  Iiii:i  all  lli-  kiti^il  uns  of  the  Wi»rid.  and 
thf*  ifl  >rv  iit  I  In  ii<  : 

'".Vii'l  '.ti'li  iriif  I  hill.  iiM  tins.'  thin(r-i  will  I  ^iie  thee, 
if  thou  wil;  r,:i  il'i'AM   iikI  vwiiobip  in«> 

♦"Th-'ii  •»jiiih  .1  -I-.  Miit'i  liiiii.  ^I't  ib"i'  bi-m-i'.  .^atan.* 

'•Tin-  I 
Uieibvii. 


Mil*  p  A  -r. 
an  1  -.r.  -.  t  ■ 


IM 


tlii«i  I.UTiT  fran*ai'tiiii.  persiMnab'.'i 
I"-  I !  ■  <■!  Kin<  I-..  •  All  tb"sc  thin 's 


of  the   I'uiii-l  .'<tat«-.',  ami    a"   |ri'\i.|«-|  m   tl  •■   ■!<  t   ;  r  I  ■  • 
ailini>»>i<in.  iiiuKt  .^'i  remain  uniil  t<h>'  b.t<  a  |->i  •t\r.\  i.  ••'  ^  ■ 
will  i-mitii'  bi-r  to  at  b-a-t  i<iie  rc|'rf«fUt-itiM-  in  i  ■  n.*:'  •■■ 

•'Tin-  ni'idi'  in  wbi-h   Mn    jn-i  liiraiii r  i  .■  ■  •  i  ■(    •■'  •' 

irmnt-  oiTcrcii  by  Cnn^rc'K  in  iii-n  <»t  lln'se  c!  itn:-*  M  \   kh 

'  >a«*  !(h'>uld  li«  d>'citb«l.  wa.-;  s|"'-ilii->l  in  ihe  .i-  f  '.-r  ..  I:i..«-i    ■ 
This  wan  a  mere  •(io"itiiiii  ni'  |i-i.i-\  «t  c  n*«?r-i  ■  ••    t  '  n-- 

I  tbiin;  cm  In-  nmre  drar  tb.tn  tbat.  ubfii  th  <--i  Ii'.iin< 
anncxi*«l  to  thi'ir  ap|ili' ati  >ii  t  r  ■-o|iiii--:.Ti  h  1 1  !*- 'i  \.  'i.t-l 
by  Ilie('iin^rt-i4.  th--  pii;.|ii.t  Kan-  !*\v.t«'  i'«  f  >»  ui:  I  '-.  t!.»  r 
pnipii«itii>n,  ami  hinl  a  ri::ht  to  w  ii!.i=r-i»  it.  if  i?  •-«  ■  •■::  -t-^ 
it  to  be  M)  mati'iial!y  atl<M-if.i  by  li  -  ••!i.ii^:.-  i.f  i'  .■  .  : .; 
tions  a*  to  render  ailmi»rbiu  n:t<>  the  Lui-n  ii"  b  ii.'>  r  d  ->. 
able  to  thi-m. 

•'  lly  the  art  of  admi'-Ion  a  t.Tril"i-y  U  -iiioi-«  .n  ••  ;inl  m 
the  >i.»terhoofl  of  states  aii.l  lb'—-  wb-^  c  liin  itn-  'i_:  i  ■  ; 
('on^;re>s  to  nioilify  tin'  (■■•n««:itnfi  n  of  a  *!••.•  i.i,.i.  ■  •  r 
a<Iiiiii>ni<>n,  or  to  e<^tn.ti  \i..f  |,,  i>ii!i.r  iti.i  ]■  |  .|  i~  .r 
terms  unacfvptable  by  thi>  t*<'miiiuiiir>.  •  :''ri<i    i/  -r -i  ni- 

iloCtrllie    of  htati'    rii^ht".    Ulnl    ib-nx    t.i--    I'->>>I  >i>    i:    I    I    |;.. 

ily.   which   are   inseparable  frni    tu>'    i-b-i   ^f    -i.i:.-  •>  tc 
ri'lirnty. 

'•The  consequence.*  of  admit  tin:;  a  *t,it.^  Mitb,iiir  .,  -►.- ..( i 
tion  pniNitent  of  the  ri.:hts  of  the  l'iuti>-l  .'•ii'  >  t-   ;b'  p  i'>- 
lie  domain,  tint.  In  my  opinion.  ih>>  triri>r-r  ■-.  *>••   •i-<<i 
uiththe  eminent  domain.  t«>  tiie  {hi.i|1o  *(  tb-  <•■  i*.  •>  .• 
admit ti<d  without  reservation. 

••The  bill  first  pa^siHl  by  ilie  .Sinate.  like  tin?  v. ..    !   I  • 
came  a  law.  iiirentl  the  two  i^iintM  \<ii  i-b.  i:i    mv       i   i  • 
voiitained  all  that  was  imii>r:aiit  to  the  .^'Ukh  -   ti--r    i'.,- 


will  I  '^i.e  ;ii.....  j;  t.)..ii  m.r  I  111  li  ittn  :iiid  wi>r«lii|i  till-.'  reco^'iiition  of  the  n-jbt  of  the  |«i.;.b>  T'l  f-x-r.  Ik.  ...-ii-.-wm 

"The  p.- pie  nf  K,i:i-.t.s  Mill   in  ike  the  .-ame  reph— -Get     tml  ovi-r  the  mmle  in  wbbh  tb- v  «.  .jlt  pr....».  t  ,  j..r 
loee  henv,  >aiau.    '  |  their  cuusUluUou ;  wivnJ,  that  the  rntj^Diii.'U  .f  ihr  n#;l.l 
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in  "hcM  riaves  ithoold  not  be  »  bftrrier  to  the  admUrion  of  a 
new  8tat«  into  the  L'ninn.  An  a  quoKtinn  of  prvfWrence  be- 
tfrfc<rn  lht>  bill  of  the  Senate,  which  failed  in  the  Ilnuiie,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  uf  Confirent-e.  which  became  a  law. 
ID>  juti^nnent  i«  in  lavor  of  tliH  latter,  bcoauite  it  diiftinctly 
nmik  veil  the  rizbtn  of  the  Unitc«l  StAte:^,  and  doeH  nut  at- 
t«'uipi  to  roiifitrae,  or  iveemingly  to  sutqwst  any  modification 
of^  the  comttitutioD,  or  to  offer  any  juatificatiou  for  having 
admitted  the  RtNt*>.  but  leavee  it  to  HtMud  «k  the  dimple  ro- 
rof(uiti<m  c^  the  ritsht  of  the  people — they  having  ft)nncd  a 
ootuititulioD  ''epubiican  in  it^  character — to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union. 

**TbM  importanna  which  I  attached  to  the  RUcoeM  of  the 
meaaure.  and  my  willingncsA  to  incur  any  respon-'ibility 
which  attat'hed  to  a  pa^tiripation  in  it,  may  be  iuferred  from 
the  fact  thnt.  though  an  invalid,  whose  condition  rendered  it 
IflM  than  prudt'nt  that  he  >hould  l«tavu  hitf  chamber,  I  went  to 
the  htenatf  for  two  days  in  surce*^on,  that  I  mi^ht  luive  an 
opportunity  to  vote  for  the  hill.  Ita  pa^8agK  wna  then,  and 
la  now,  rtvanle<l  by  me  m  thtt  triumph  of  all  for  which  we 
eonten^leil  and  ihe  Rucoe<--i«  »f  a  great  constitutional  princi- 
ple, the  reco;;uitii>n  of  which  thc>u-^h  it  nhould  bear  no  pre- 
■ent  frnit  to  !«  gathered  by  the  }k>ath,  was  an  object  worthy 
of  a  Mtruggle.  and  may  redound  to  our  future  advantaife. 
By  the  same  m>-ans  the  country  was  relieved  from  an  Imuu 
which,  had  it  l*een  prtM-nted  aa  threatened,  our  honor,  our 
lafety.  «>ttr  respect  tor  our  ancestors,  and  our  regard  for  our 
^terity,  would  have  required  the  South  to  meet,  at  what- 
yver  sacrifice. 

**!  have  thus  thrown  out  rather  hints  than  complied  with 
nmr  request  to  give  my  vi^ws  fully,  which  you  will  ploaitn 
ittrlbute  to  the  physical  embamuwment  under  which  I 
wply. 

**  Very  respectfully  and  truly,  youn,  Ac 

**Jun*n  DATa.*' 

Hon.  8nPBia  A.  Docquui  of  lUinola,  in  the  Senate,  April 
»th,1858. 

"The  question  now  arises.  L«  there  such  a  submisoion  of 

M  I^'ompton  constitution  as  brines  it  fairly  within  that 

rindple?    In  terms,  the  constitution  is  not  submitted  at 

1;  but  yet  we  are  told  that  it  amounts  to  a  submission, 

>cause  there  is  a  land  grant  attached  to  it,  and  they  are 

>nuitted  to  vote  for  thn  land  grant,  or  against  it;  and.  if 

ley  accept  tlie  land  grant,  then  they  are  required  to  take 

jd  constitution  with  it:  and.  if  they  reject  the  land  grant, 

ahall  be  held  and  de«>me<l  a  decinion  a<rainst  coming  into 

e  Union  under  the  I^ecompton  constitution.    Hence  it  will 

argued  in  one  portion  of  the  Union  that  thiN  U  a  submiM- 

>n  of  the  constitution,  and  in  another  pfjrtion  that  it  is 

i.    We  are  t(>  be  told  thnt  submL«sion  is  popular  sover- 

;uty  in  one  MK*ti<>n.  and  submbeion  in  another  section  is 

t  popular  sovereignty. 

*  Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  when  we  came  finally  to  adjust 

la  question,  we  should  have  been  able  to  employ  language 

cl*iHr.  so  unefiuivocal.  that  there  would  have  l»een  no  room 

doubt  as  to  what  was  meant,  and  what  the  line  of  policy 

a  to  be  in  the  fumre.    Are  th<««e  people  left  free  to  take 

reject  the  l/ecompt/»n  constitution?     If  they  accept  the 

d  grant,  they  are  comp-^lb-d  to  t»ke  it.    If  they  reject  the 

d  grant,  tliey  are  out  of  the  Union.     Sir.  I  have  no»fpe- 

1  objectmn  Vt  the  land  grant  as  it  is.    I  think  it  is  a  fair 

•,  and  if  they  liad  put  thi*  further  ruidition.  that  if  they 

i*ted  to  come  in  under  the  I^ecompton  con.^titution  with 

land  grant,  they  mii^ht  pmc(>ed  to  f  >rm  a  new  conntitu- 

I,  anil  that  they  should  tlien  have  the  same  amf>unt  of 

Is.  there  would  have  been  no  bounty  held  out  for  coming 

inder  the  Lecompton  conttltntion ;  but  when  the  law 

«  them  the  six  million  acre^  in  the  event  they  take  this 

utitution,  and  does  not  indicate  what  they  are  to  have  In 

event  they  nject  It.  and  wait  until  they  can  form  ano- 

'.  I  submit  the  question  whether  there  is  not  an  induoe- 

it.  a  bounty  held  out  to  influence  these  people  to  vote 

;he  Lec(»mpton  constitution? 

It  may  be  said  that  when  they  attain  the  ninety-three 

e  thousand  population,  or  the  population  require  by 

then  ratio— which  may  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 

laand — and  form  a  con'*titution  under  it,  we  shall  give 

1  the  same  amount  of  land  that  is  now  given  by  this 

t.    Tlmt  may  be  so.  and  may  not.    I  believe  it  will  be 

nd  yt*t  in  the  House  biU.  for  which  this  Is  a  substitute, 

iroTision  was  tliat  they  whould  have  this  same  amount 

rid.  whether  they  came  in  under  the  Lecompton  consti- 

n.  or  whether  they  formed  a  new  constitution.    There 

rio  doubt,  Yio  uncertainty  loft  in  reganl  to  what  were  to 

teir  righto  under  the  land  grant,  whether  they  took  the 

Yin<«titutlon  or  the  other.    Hence  that  proposition  was 

'  submiwion.  without  any  penalties  on  the  one  side,  or 

K>unty,  or  speciAl  favor,  or  privilege  on  the  other,  to 

pnce  their  action.    In  this  view  of  the  case.  I  am  not 

x>  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this  is  a  fair  submission, 

r  of  the  question  of  the  constitution  itselt  or  of  admis- 

Into  the  Union  under  the  constitntlon  and  tba  proposi* 

tnbraittad  bj  this  bilL 


**  Again,  sir,  there  Is  a  further  contingency.  In  the  event 
that  tbey  reject  this  constitution,  they  are  to  stay  out  of  the 
Union  until  they  shall  attain  the  requisite  population  for  * 
member  of  Congress,  according  to  tlie  then  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  other  Ilouae.  I  have  no  objection  to  mak- 
ing it  a  general  rule  that  territories  shall  be  kept  ort  nntU 
they  have  the  requisite  population.  I  have  proposed  it  over 
and  over  again.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  it  and  make  it 
applicable  to  Kansas  if  you  will  make  it  a  general  rule. 
But.  sir.  it  is  one  thing  to  adopt  that  rule  as  a  general  rule 
and  adhere  to  it  in  all  case.'*,  and  it  is  a  very  different,  and  a 
very  distinct  thing,  to  pmvide  that  if  they  will  take  this 
constitution,  which  the  (leople  have  shown'that  they  abhor, 
they  may  come  in  with  forty  thousand  i)eopltf,  but  if  they 
do  not  th*'y  shall  stay  out  until  they  get  ninety  thousand; 
thus  discriniinnting  l>etween  the  different  character  of  insti- 
tutions that  may  tw  formeil.  I  submit  the  question  whether 
it  is  not  Congrtf&oional  intervention,  when  you  provide  that 
a  territory  may  come  in  with  one  kind  of  constitution  with 
forty  thousand,  and  with  a  different  kind  of  constitution, 
not  until  she  gets  ninety  thousand,  or  one  huudred  and 
twenty  thousand?  It  is  intervention  with  inducements  to 
contrttl  the  result.  It  is  Intervention  with  a  bounty  on  the 
one  ^i>ie  and  a  penalty  on  the  other.  I  ask.  are  we  pn*pared 
to  con>«true  the  great  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  recognise  the  right  of  Congress  to 
intervene  and  control  the  decii>ion  that  the  people  may  make 
on  the  question? 

**Tlie  great  principle  for  wlilch  we  have  all  contended.  In 
the  language  of  the  Kanoas-Nebraj^ka  act,  is  to  leave  *  the 
people  perfectly  fn'e  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  w.iy.  subject  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.'  If  you  hold  out  large  grants, 
and  pecuniary  inducements,  to  Influence  the  afflrmatifia 
vote,  and  the  terror  of  staying  out  of  the  Union  to  inflneno* 
the  negative  vote,  I  submit  the  question,  whether  that  peo> 
pie  are  left  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  institu- 
tions? I  Insist  that  where  there  are  Inducements  on  one 
side,  and  iwnalties  on  the  other,  there  is  no  freedom  d 
election.  The  election  must  be  free.  The  electors  must  b« 
left  unbiassed  by  the  action  of  the  government,  if  you  ara 
goini;  to  have  fair  elections,  and  a  fair  decision. 

*'  For  these  reasons  I  do  not  think  that  this  bill  brings 
the  question  within  that  principle  which  I  have  held  dear, 
and  in  defence  of  which  I  have  stood  here  for  the  last  five 
months,  battling  against  the  large  majority  of  my  political 
friends,  and  in  dHf«;nce  f»f  which  I  intend  to  stand  as  long  as 
I  have  any  a.«so4'iMtion  or  connexion  with  the  politics  of  the 
country.  T  mu^t  n'pi'at.  sir.  that  I  do  not  think  this  brings 
it  within  the  principle  thns  laid  down,  nor  do  the  Demo* 
cracy  of  Illinois  think  this  bill  comes  within  that  prindplo. 
rilere  Judtre  D  >UL;l;ts  alluded  to  the  late  Democratic  State 
Convention  in  Illinois,  anil  read  its  platform  ] 

'*It  was  not  Fatisfnctory  to  me  to  have  Crtngress.  In  ponm- 
ance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Hresiilent,  intervene  and 
recognintv  by  any  implication,  the  right  of  the  people  to 
change  their  state  constitution  In  a  manner  different  Arom 
that  prescri^)e<l  in  the  instrument  Itself.  I  deny  the  right 
of  Otn^resM  to  exercise  any  j-m'h  power.  I  deny  the  right 
of  Con.;ress  Ut  intervene  and  authoritatively  construe  the 
constitution  of  a  state.  If  the  constitution  was  their  act 
and  dred :  if  it  emtiodiwl  their  will — it  was  sacred,  and  it 
ought  not  to  l>tt  t(>uched  by  Congress  in  any  respect  what- 
ever, except  to  rect'ive  it  unconditionally,  or  reject  it  uneon- 
ditionaiy.  Tlmt  concea<ion  was  made;  but  still  it  did  not 
reach  the  point  which  I  had  f»lt  it  my  duty  to  make.  It 
did  not  come  to  my  principle.  I  do  not  claim  that  Senators 
are  under  any  more  obli<;ation  to  come  to  me  than  I  am  to 
go  to  them.  I  claim  the  ri;:ht  to  determine  for  myself, 
according  to  my  own  jud^imcnt  and  my  own  conscience, 
what  my  duty  is  to  a  great  fundamental  principle;  and  If 
Senators  cannot  bring  the  bill  within  the  principle,  1  most 
exerciw  my  ri;:ht  and  duty  of  dissenting  from  it.  I  did 
not  think  thnt  concession  brought  it  withii:  the  principle, 
or  obviated  any  of  my  objtH-tions.  It  only  made  the  bill 
more  obnoxious  to  me  by  violating  another  principle  equally 
sacred  in  our  political  system — that  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  states. 

"  Next  came  the  declaration  that  the  Free-Stat«  legislature 
was  elected:  and  hence,  if  Kansas  was  forced  into  the  Union 
with  a  pn>slavery  constitution,  against  the  will  of  her 
people,  it  would  not  last  long,  for  the  rea<on  that  there  was 
a  Vree-State  legislature,  who  would  immediately  take  steps 
to  change  It  and  abolish  slavery.  That  argument  did  not 
address  itM'If  favorably  to  my  judgment  fbr  the  reasot:  that 
it  did  not  affect  the  principle  involved.  What  difference  did 
it  make,  so  far  as  the  principle  was  concerned,  whether  there 
was  a  majority  of  Free-State  men  or  a  migunty  of  pro-slavery 
men  in  that  legiMlature  ?  What  difference  did  it  make  to  taut, 
whether  there  was  a  majority  of  Democrats,  or  a  majority 
of  Republiniiis.  or  a  m^ority  of  Americans  in  that  legisla- 
ture. providiHl  they  were  fairly  and  honestly  elected?  If  tba 
people  of  Kansas  desired  a  pro-slavery  leg^islatnre,  they  hA4 
a  right  to  It  If  they  desired  a  Republican  legislature,  tlMy 
had  «  right  to  It    if  thsiy  dedred  ma  Amtrican  kcMiaim^ 
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th«7  hnd  a  rijrht  to  it.  Tf  thoy  ileHlrod  a  lei(i'*Iature  paroly 
I>tiiii(K'nit ic,  ultii'ted  without  rvftriMico  to  thti  qui>3itioa  of 
•lavery,  it  wsts  tlivir  ri:;lit  tn  t>v\*^'A  Midi  a  one :  and,  hit.  it 
waa  the  duty  of  Mr.  C.tl>i>>un  to  dcclHn*  tlni««  ('I(i.t('d  wlio 
bad  rv^t'ivcNl  a.  inHJnrity  of  the  k^jil  vnt^'S  fairly  aud  boufjatly 
returuiHl.  Tint  dechii'iitiuij  of  iliut  re^iult  i*<>uid  not  rhan(;u 
tile  priuciplu  involved  in  thi«  diM-u^si  >n.  for  tin*  <:^l^at  prin- 
clplf  was,  riltitll  Ibal  jieoph-  \h)  icfi  (M.rf.tily  and  tjulin'ly  fr»*« 
to  form  and  n^gulatv  their  uwu  iu^titutiuiid  iu  tbelr  uvrn 
way? 

**  Thejw  variouR  cnnc»»«sionH  couM  not  control  votes  enough 
to  carry  tint  hill.  \Vh;it  iifxi:*  Tlnui  et^iieH  a  diKi^rfement 
betwifn  tliH  two  II'Miiti's  of  ron;;ri"<».  The  Senate  in:<iKting 
upon  tho  hill  wiiii'h  it  had  p»s:<i><l  fur  the  »iIinJM>lon  of  l,e- 
rompton  unnindi(i<>n:illy.  exn.'pt  whiit  ii«  cttUed  tlie  Pii;;h- 
OriHtn  aniHnilnient;  and  tlie  lious"  ini'ii'tinjj:  on  tliu  bill 
which  it  bad  p.i.oKiHl  un  a  Kuhstitute.  known  ati  the  C'rlt- 
tenden-Mont^inery  l>ill.  Thi-*  cotmnittH^  of  onnferonoe 
proTidtf  for  a  question  of  !«u)»ini»Mon  to  th«  pcHtplK,  but 
what  do  thuy  ful>niit?  Tiie  ehnirinan  of  tiiat  ctimmitte<*  of 
confun'uro,  the  Sjontor  fnmi  MiHsouri  [Mr.  Green  J.  hart  iii- 
IbrmiKl  you  that  tlid  furi-titution  Is  not  gulmiitti^d ;  the 
Senator  from  Vir};ini»  [^Ir.  Iluntor].  who  wa^i  bhi  rollen^ue 
on  the  ruuiuiittet),  bax  infurmed  you  tlint  tlio  constitution  iii 
not  submitted;  and  I  believe  lioth  of  tlieui  have  addetl  that 
tboj  would  not  vote  f  >r  the  bill  if  the  constitution  whm  Kub- 
niitted.  I  understaml  that  »iiinilar  d(>clHration8  have  b«>eu 
made  in  the  other  II«>UMeof  (^4iii|gres<  by  tiie  uieuibvrs  of  the 
oomniitioe  of  conferenei*  ttu-re.  ^howili^  tlint  this  waa  their 
understaudini;  and  their  ci^nfitrnriion  of  ttie  l*ill. 

*'Then,  if  the  eonstitution  is  noi  Hubniitteil:  if  the  people 
aro  not  allowed  to  vote  fur  it  or  a:rain>t  it.  freely,  wittiout  a 
bounty  on  the  one  hi<le  or  a  |MMnIty  on  the  other,  how  ran  it 
be  said  that  it  coined  witiiin  tli.-il  );reat  prim'iple  of  pripular 
poTercif;rity  wliieh,  I  inhist.  ou>^ht  to  l)e  r.-irrie«l  out  in  all 
the  terriiorieB?  It  is  no  .tri»»'er  to  this  oltjiH-tiim  to  tell  me 
that  beCHU>H4  men  have  nMifMilihl  *o  niueh.  I  ou):ht  to  con* 
cede.  No  mutter  hnw  innny  and  iiow  u'rent  their  4*onee'«>-iiins 
an*,  if  tliry  liave  not  coneedi'^l  the  prinoiple  fur  wbirii  I  con- 
tend. I  eunnol  take  wb^it  l)i<-y  ]>rot>^»e.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
§tij  whether  lbe«»  I'once-isidU'*  are  rlilit  or  wr*»n;t.  wbi>ther 
they  an;  wi^e  or  unwi^.  It  [•*  enough  for  me  tlut  the  ]Tin- 
ciple  fi>r  uhi-.-Ii  I  iiisiKt  biiH  not  lieeu  clearly  and  distinctly 
recrvnistti  in  thi!<  hill.  I  dislike  thn  indinvtion  liy  wiiich 
the  iiuhmi.<'hi<)n  i.x  proi^fited  to  1n>  mAdi^^nLtde  to  de{H>nd  on 
a  land  tyrant.  In  order  to  enahle  the  pi><jple  of  Kansafl  to 
reject  tlie  L«>"onipt'in  eiMistitution.  ynu  c<)in|)el  them  to  vnu* 
ai^ainst  a  land  t;r.uit.  which  every  luaii.  uoucm.and  ehiM  in 
th«>  territory  w<iul<l  ili-^iri'  to  li:ive.  V>iu  will  iv\  .illow  (h«-ni 
to  tuk>.>  the  Infill  irraiit  unless  tin'V  take  the  •-i>ii'>tituli>>n  wiih 
\L  and  y<>u  will  n  >t  iillnw  th<Mn  to  pr(Hi>e<l  iiiin)edi:kt<-Iy  »nil 
mak')  a  new  emi-'titiitjon.  mjiIi  the  ■^Miiie  populatinn.  and 
have  the  ^arne  Imid  i:r:int,  if  th"V  nj-'i't  thi*.  If  v-'U  di<l  ; 
that.  th"n  the  prini-ii.ii'  wuiiM  li<«  f.tirly  e.irricl  .'Ui:  liut  j 
un!es<4  ynu  d<*  allow  iii.it  to  \tr  d<iiu*.  1  iiiyi>t  that  tho  priii-  ' 
ciple  i'<  viuliitiMl. 

"  Now,  .Mr.  I'r-'siderit,  I  r.in  Rny  to  you  very  fr.inklv.  tlint 
if  th«Te  wri-.'  two  :iiniMiiMiiciil-<  in:i<l»'  Vt  1lii>.  hill,  altl-.'iuu'h 
it  wi>u!d  .still  be  s 'tn<-wh-it  «>l  j^M-ti-iniilhe  in   its  eiinivunil 
featun-s.  I  <iiuM  an-l  wnuld  taki*  irr-al  picii'iire  in  ^ivin-.:  it 
my  supi  ort.    nn«"  wnuld   U»  t«i  strik«'  ^ui  the  land  ;;rant  j 
altoprether,  and  the  otht-r  t-i  Ktrik»  out  the  limit  itioii  ax  to 
p<^pula(ion.    Th«'n    the   simple  i(ui-sti<in  pr'?"'Mt<-d   t.»   th  ?  I 
people  wiiuld   l»e,  will  y>\i  r<>nn'  in   iiinh'r  th"   i^-iMinyit-.u  | 
con-titntioii  or  n-tf'  anil  if  you  <lo  not,  \ou  m.-iy  prtKn-i^i  im-  ^ 
nitHii'itely.  with  the  s.-iiim'  {Hi|iuliti'>n.  to  ni:ik«>  a  iifw  eMn^ti-  i 
tutien.    in  that  flii-re  wonM  Ik-  pi'rfi'<;t  f:iinie>s;  there  would  i 
l>e  no  e(iii;;n><«iiin.il  intiTVention  wllh   it-«  iinluriMiient.'^  ti»  j 
i'r>ntnd  the  results.     Or.  if  ynu  wfuit'il  tn  l>'av<'  the  l.tnii  ; 
Krant  in.  why  not  make  it  appliraMe  to  the  n^'wrnn-liiiitinn 
aH  well  :%•*  (})•>  nlii  (in<*.  as  tlie  ('ritteii-|i>n  !iiiiiii<lui>'iit  did!' 
Then  th>'y  wouM  L'et  the  siiine  iiiii<>iiui  of  lind  under  lln' 
one  a>-  th*'  nth'-r.     In  ntleT  worils,  if  ynu  wi.h  to  nuikf  thi-^ 
pnipoffitinn  fiir.  yoxi  inu''t  irive  K  lu^as  tli-  eanie  l.itnl.  imd'-r 
any  n<-w  C'-n-fif  ution  she  nriy  t'/rin,  :»-  viu  do  uinler  tlii-i 
one.  and  >"n    must  .nllow  lur   to  f>.|||i>  in  Mjtii  tjn.  shiiii> 

popul.-i(i-ui  umiiT  the  one  ii<:  iiiidi>r  the  otlit-r  xtituii<iii. 

Then  IhiTe  would  W  fairiii"-».  then  tli>-rt»  woijlil  Ik*  ••.jnnli'y. 

••  I  ai>p<':il  to  my  fri-'ii"!  fn^ni  Vir^rinit  to  kiiow  wliethor 
he.  as  a  .SiutliiTii  man.  doinn  to  si-e  flie  jriii'-lplo  of  ci-n- 
^resxioiHil  inliTveiition  to  eontrol  and  iiiflii'Mi<-e  the  votiiii; 
of  tie'  peojilr  carried  out  liiTcafiir  in  111'*  adinixsi  ^n  of  new 
f«tiit«'> .'  The  lime  may  eoiiie  wh<-n  tin-  ease  will  li"  revers>'d. 
The  time  limy  I'ome  when  th>'re  will  )»>  an  aiiii  siavt-ry  nia- 
j'»rity  in  >>otli  II>iiisi>h  of  ('itnt!n"<s.  \Vh>*n  that  time  ctuni's, 
it  may  Ki\  luippcp  that  ii  hill  may  \n>  hnui^rht  forward  with  a  j 
land  '.'rant  of  ten  mtiiion  acres  fi-r  a  fn-e  si;ite.  ani  five  niil- 
lioii  for  II  olave  st.'tie;  or  .illouin.;  a  fro-  slati<  to  i-.iine  in 
with  a  popnl:itiiin  of  forty  th'>u-aii'l.  and  priviijiiii;  th:it  n 
filave  xtate  hhidl  not  eonie  in  without  ninety  thnii-ninl. 
Woiiid  iiur  SiMilhern  Iri'-nd"*  re^ranl  that  an  liein>r  a  fiir 
|fil<T|in<».»fion  of  til"  piitiriple  ot  popular  kov«  ivi;;nty  ? 
Would  tln'V  not  >.iy  tiiat  was  th.)  nio-i  d.-in'^'-num  and 
uni'on.xtituiiitnal  Kv>t»m  of  intervention  tlnit  wav  ever 
devis'.'d,  Hbeii  Uiu  Federal  Goverumeut  Ktepn  into  the  ter- 


ritories:, and  by  its  bounties  on  one  sI-K  find  it*  prnajtlr* 
on  the  other,  attempts  to  intlueuce  uud  uMiTn'i  ih-  .i::kiB 
of  the  (^>opIe  ? 

"I  do  nut  rc^ninl  thix  ax  a  matter  of  niii>-1i  •  >Of..  i]u>*i;v*h  to 
Kansas :  I  do  not  beli*'ve  there  i«*  ••i:ou<.;h  in  til-  '■•-  ■■■  ly.  kt 
enouixh  iu  tbiri  pinalty.  !■>  exer<  i*!-  :iny  ni:i!'-.i.ii  1. .:;■.•■»•'« 
U))ou  the  peoplu  of  KauMMx  ill  i|j|«  «  U»  li  i-;  in-  >■  >:i^  l\r% 
tlie  (srviit  fundamental  pniM-ipie.  it  iii\il\>-'>  :li  ]■  ;.  i  '•■  *f 
freatiom  of  eli-etion.and  it  iiitoivi-^  111- ^irai  pm.  i  !■■  :  -i- ' 
p)vernuu!Uti  upon  wliicli  uur  iii>ritiitiii;i.*  n->T  \>  >  h  .  .  '.L« 
anxiety  tliat  1  liaie  lia:!  to  he  a;  I'  to  arrix  :.r  .i  >■•■  ■  ii.-i  'n 
in  harmony  with  the  «i\iT\ih>-liiii  ■\:  iirij<-ii'>  •  t  i.. .  \>  (•  jl 
friendp  iu  OtimWi^t.  I  eonl  1  ie<i  Iriii.;  ui>  joil.:.i- :.:  r  •-■re 
H'iencv  to  tlie  o>iii*lil<iiii  th-tt  tin-  u.is  a  I'j:r.  lui;i-i:-:i.  1,  :<i:>] 
e<iual  application  of  tlie  prim  ipic 

"lliere  ii«  uiioth«>r  olijiction  to  till'  pn  |>-  mcI  >n  •■(•>■  Lat 
looks  biidly  ufiun  itfi  fai*e.  I  tnke  it  for  ^nuiiid  il  -ii  i  *a» 
intended  to  lie  fair  ami  jiisi:  hut  it  i:i\i-s  linio'-  i  i  :<p;-r^ 
beUKion,  and  will  generutf  mifipii-iitn  amoiic  ili"  p>  -  {■  '  ::>at 
the  election  undi-r  it  will  not  In',  and  emiii-t  b< .  tiir.  I 
allude  to  the  provision  as  to  lb*'  ItMrd  uf  e"iiwiii<'!ki  •  *-n. 
Hy  the  hill  frumed  by  the  emiip'nt  S'ii.tli  r  ftmii  Ki-i.;..<-Vy. 
and  {laMed  by  the  IIoutMuf  lleprH:Yntativi-4.  th<TH  wtx  ■  ,  |« 
a  board  of  four  cuuiuiissioni-rN  to  Kup»Tinti-iid  ib<-  i1i;:'Q 
on  the  constitution;  two  repre*eniin4  the  |  <iipl<-  of  '1  •■  trr- 
ritory,  belnjf  the  pre>idiu4  otMci-rs  ot  the  two  hriii-  !.■ -.  ..-f 
tlie  leieifflat uru ;  the  other  two  repref>i'ntiii^  tin*  i-di-riJ 
Ooverumeut.  liein^  the  ^uverniir  and  )>«i-rit:ir>.  ai  ^^-t  lr«l 
by  the  President  and  the  >enate.  In  that  wa\  tM-'  •  'm- 
nii^sloneri*  would  iieeiioarily  W  of  one  i-Iiiim  id  {•■  Ii  i--  lUid 
tho  other  two  of  anoth'-r  c\n>H  of  poliiiiY.  l'nd>-r  ili  it  ^fite 
of  the  euNH.  it  Ik  not  pi-olKiMe  tliat  unfuirn>'i>«  wouM  Lite 
heen  iM»r|n'tnited  in  tbi*  ele-Mi-m.  rnd<-r  th.tt  l-riirJ.  .i»  yrv 
scribed  hy  the  £k'imtor  from  Ivi-ntuik^.  yon  wi-iild  U-w,*  U.e 
uriHurunce.  from  tlii-  ver\  law  itte-lf.  tliiit  uni-halfm'  tli*'  Judji-s 
of  tflii-tiiiii  Would  liflun;;  to  one  |>arty.  anil  one-hiJ:'  t-  rha 
otlier:  that  om-hnlf  ul  tlie  clerks  would  bnioii^  ti>  on.-,  jbd 
one-half  to  the  other. 

"  Itut  how  i-*  it  when  you  add  a  fifth  int-ml-'r  tn  Th« 
Ifoard.  and  proviiie  that  the  UmdI  ^liail  eititoioi  •■;  ijv.'.  ti.e 
two  prc'-idln^ulTici'r^  iif  the  ir^ishit  lire,  and  tti-Mi  ti,i-  ■  T>r- 
nor,  Kccn'tary,  and  thedihtrirt  atioriu-y.  inaKin.'  tl  i>  ••  (  Pii'i.i 
State)!  oflhvrM,  and  dii-lure  that   tbri-«>  Kiiall  <-••-. -riiiir>  t  « 

Imard?     Ih  it  not  eli>ar  tint  if  thi-fii>  thr-^  ;;<-iiili  ni Ii  >«•*. 

they  nin  have  all  the  Jnd/<*Kol  elii-iimi  iiid  aW  tli**  '1  :ki 
of  eleeiion  .ind  all  the  returning  •  tU-iTti  ff  "W  rUis<»  if  ]^- 
litliiil  faith,  the  Ninie  as  .^Ir.  (iilhuiin  diii  ut  the  «l>---;i.>a« 
whieli  took  place  on  the  'JUt  of  1vi-,miiIiit  aii.l  tlf  tir«t 
l^Ioiiday  of  Jiiiiu.iry :  |)>h-<«  not  (he  rhan^i-  ii.  tj.i-  ri*,.-^t 
«ive  irri'iind  for  iipprih''n''i'n  thai  y-'U  m.iv  \-\\'-  \\.-  '\- 
ford,  the  .'<hawii(>i>,  nnd  lUf  l)<  l.iviarcrp.i>.-i:i^  .iii  I  Ki  i:».i 
frauds  r>-riia<-tcd  at  iliis  i-l«-i-ii<iii  '  I  ^lu-nld  l.n<-  I  •  ■  :■  .  ■•;• 
tiT  ^iLli!>I:•1i  it'  it  had  li-cii  It-it  .i*  tie-  II  ■  >-<•  I  i  I  I-.:;  .:  *  :*i 
till'  I'lur.-iinitui-siof.er'.  'wo  trim  •-.I'-h  p-liti.-.u  j.  i: ;;.  •■  K  tie 
^■ij!.  two  ri'preM'iitinu  thf  Ffleral  ilov.-ri-.ni-ijt  n-  .  t  ;  r— 
Milting  the  jeopl')  of  the  t- rrii-u'v.  p-ioim  ^  ihr  .■  i-i  i* 
a  4Uoruiii.  thu*  r.-ndrriii^  it  im|M  >:-r  .*•  l-^r  p:(rt <->.!<  , .  .,:.■  ^ 
to  i.tiiiiroi  the  a<-ti<-ii  of  th-'  iHiard.  Tln-Mrj*  l:i.  T  ■|..i:  i"  v  i* 
di'emed  ini'''-*ar\  or  wi.»«.*  to  i-li.iii;;i>  ihix  Iviitiu«-.  i-  i-  Ui-  a 
.•(.-lious  (il.j-i'tioii  t'l  thi'i  pro|  o-iii<-ii. 

"Then,  pjr,  uhat  is  my  duty  u;-'»n  thi^  •jU'-j'  i-'M  ■!...•  r 
tlii*  .-tale  tjf  llie  la-e^  I  ],:i\-  iiit  oni-  .ju,  .  :  \..'.\.  :ii  1 
that  is  to  v-.)ti'  a/.iiii.-t  th--  hili:  hiH-,iU!»'.  in  ui.v  •  piui  i.. 
thep'  ix  not  a  fair  snhnii-<sii>ii  to  lin-  }M-i>;.i.i  un-H-r  .--k  !i  iir- 
euiiistantX'.s  as  to  insure  an  iiii)>i.i«»--l  fi---ii-ii  :tiet  iMr  r- 
tuniH.  I  have  iii<Iii:itiil  two  .^iii«tidni<ii!>.  u  itii  ]i  ii  ihiv 
h.il  In-en  made,  would  have  ••iinhi<-d  me  iiiiiipjr.rr  :hi-  !•■  :. 
nctMilh'it.-tiidiii:;  othi-r  defiHl*  in  it.  1  wi'!  in  ii  .iti-.-..  ,\  .  r. 
I  um  wiiliii-4  tosuh'xTilH*  to  tio- piiii'-i|-le  ih.it  .1  ii-ii  i!-  i\  -..til 
(.Hiiituin  the  rei^uiHte  |iipul-tti-iii  fn- a  in*  m': -r  •  I  ■  'n.r^'* 
Ih'fonf  admi-si'-n.  provid'->l  it  i<  i.i.i>lc  a  L-i-i.>Tt<  I.im  1:11' 
Senator  from  Ohio  ^Mr.  I'u_h  \e't«!i-iv  ■  ii-  d  nic  .is  .i;itli  - 
rity  fiir  that  pmvision  I'f  thi-  1  ili.  II"  rt-t-Ti-  -i  i  n..  .— 
pi-rt,  H-  chairman  of  the  Oiinmittoi-  on  T<t:  ii'-i'i">.  ■■*■:  ■  '\\* 
hill  aivompanyint;  it.  in  !<>*».  in  wlil  h  1  ih<  11  pr.  •.  ■•■!    i-.t 

l\aiisa.4  miscbt  proii'i-l  to  fiim  a  f  iii>;iiuti>  n  w:. ,■ ! 

the  ni|ui-:ite  |»o|>ulation,  to  wit,  nin<(>-ibri'i-  tf.  ii»  1  :  u' 
hundi-i-d  and  twenty,  uiidt-r  lb-  pre*'iit  i.iti-  1  i^  >  1* 
my  jud.;meut  then  of  tlie  trii--  r  ile  ii^H<n  ti..<  mp^.  t  il> 
•{iioli'tatso  il  prop'i-iiiiiin  th.il  I  havf  l>rou;;lii  in  .il  ;..!•  i-r/ 
M'tiii'iii  aN  a  i<uhrilituti>  for  the  .Xri.'.oiin  hrl.  pi->.t  i.ii  ...t.-i-* 
ral  l.tw  that  no  territory  ^hail  eier  form  a  iMiinliru  1  ■•.  .ui 
statf  ::o\crnment  until  it  ha>  lii"  ri-im^iiH  p  )  u  j;.  :  :  1 
nienihiT  of  ('on>;n->«i.  I  am  for  thnt  |iop->i:i<.  1  ■  a  :  .1  .1 
if  Sn.itor.i  will  ettiiKcnt  to  aii\  tn  ■tii;:*-in-tit  i>  w  ;  *  ■  .1 
eau  ^t^ike  out  the  \ilf>|e  of  thi^  hill,  and  in  ii<->i  -  f  *  ■-  ■■-:'. 
a  provision  th.tt  neiih'-r  Kan Kii^  n  ^r  aii\  '-tli*r '•  i- 1*  -.  ; 
the  1,'nitfd  .^t.'Ues.  -hall  pr-h-i-d  to  f'«riii  a  «-iin<'r<i>i  i-  -n  -i 
state  frovernnient  fir  adnli■<^l•*ll  inti  tbf  I'lii-iti  iin'i  .1  N  .< 
the  reipii-ite  p<ipulMtioii  for  a  mem  I  nt  of  r«iii.:i  •>  »  1  1- 
iiii:  to  the  exi-tiiiK  fiih>ral  ratio,  I  will  ci^eit  in}  »ii<  ;    :C 

"Hut,  sir,  if  I  r(*i4uire  it  in  KaiiNam  I  wi-h  i<<r>',ii:  •'  it 
in  other  terrltorieit;  and  if  I  am  to  apply  th- 1  .i:iii!i-<  ■ 
to  the  new  coni>titntiou  that  i*  to  be  made.  I  wi-L  1  -  A}-p-f 
it  to  the  one  that  ib  In  vxLstence.      I  aui  uut  uiniu^  t^•  pr^f 


APPBHOn. 


vOl  atrlm  oot  ml  ct  tlita  M[l  but  »■  sl^a»  itiil  Khim 
ud  miAo  Hrl 


■t  pnpaU(k4i,  1  « 


■•In  Diif  r  worrij,  Hr.  FrMUaDI,  I  AmIh  to  nn;  out  Ih* 

p(llicl|>lD  of  ImtIde  lh«  pmplB  to  luddii  fli[  [buinirliiM  In 

ErfM  tUnino.    I  "111  tapfnrt  no  ruli  ■pnltnlila  Is  fht 
inbUiBtdiwtnotiiiiplyiollK^Soaib.    I<nlliiiiikiii»rul> 

ISjh*"?  "nl"  *'"i"'  ""'  '  Th""fr""l'*  ""  *'*''' "  "" 
««*Jn«il»v»HHMl[Iulliu.ib)r»n«cIiir0.n(Tiin«,  Inldlni 
antamDldeiDnUiuaDDildouriKniilliaiuDlticiillifr.  auti3 
M  tti*  pBt  )iriiiFlpJ«  of  ef|iul«y;  Inivivta  •UI>nB»» 

hir  liwlltallaoi  nn  or  ihls  tbmOtt  or  llwl  ttniwlrr : 

I  ind  appl;  Uw  tula  Mlh 


c^l>  eriUti  cqnihliTi  of  «■<■  •DrarslfQtf.  of  poplar  mt- 

irnitie  Qtbgr.  MjpotKMD  bUkio.  I  knnw  Dot  chat  1U 
cinug>iuBiu»a  sin  ba  iHinsnillj'  la  mn  t  will  not  Inqnlr* 
vhHl  IhDH  coniwiaBbna  DUf  ba.  If  t  anDol  qaulo  In 
putdie  Ufa.  boldlDC  Armly,  ImtdDtHhlj,  Id  tha  et**I  prlMk 

lvl«BB  andvr  U»  tuovlrtloii  that  I  h&ra  done  m;  diitj  uul 
Mlond  lb*  phoElpla  vbaninr  lu  lo^cal  euiHiiwaiw  ei- 

Basirki  of  Mr.  E^auSH  oT  iDdlui,  Chilnma  of  (ha 
CDDinilMe  or  CoDliirFa.'a,  In  th«  lloius  of  RapmnUUltli, 
vhaa  iv(wrtln|[  tbs  Confaranni  BUI. 

'Mir.  ^'prtahAr.lDTiAw  of  thtfllfttaof  (Iwpubllfbafilrwaftat 

l-wlia|n.  •t.y  Dtbar  BTer  tHTim  Onagnm.  I  dn  oot  propow 
nakloii  lUT  i»l«id>d  mnarka;  bai  1  un  ■nthDrJawT  bj 
a  nnjcrili  of  the  cmnniBM*  of  eonfcnnm  on  Iha  pttt  at 
Ifa*  lloM  to  lubnilt  KOH  of  tho'vlrirt  nhkb  Out  Foti>r- 


ban  kulluntKl  thrlr  uUoD.     Tbay  ■HuiDnil  lh>  di 
liitrvt^  lu  Ibcm  by  iho  IIdum.  donplj  Impruacd  "ilh 

"A  n«[  qnmtb.n— ptlbaji*  Ihogmit«l  of  lbs  ■(•- 
vhldi  bu  iiiltilod  (nd  anKFonnl  lb«  public  ulBd  Ibi 

■dnUoD  la  ttoiuht  illrorU;r  lo  lb*  duli-lau'  of  tlie  »pn 


thM  tl»  HMtnillu*  urn  ablr  tu  igm  up-'O  In  'law  of  U» 
vOibUnallie  MrrnBUlKIHK  rarroundlnit  tba  qiHatVm, 

" III* tfva  thai  II  pmpnv*  tb« admlaatmt  of  tbo  *utt  oo 
(■oadlltaBi  bndn  lUa  mpaci  It  doM  unl  dtOar  (moi  •llhtr 

■  wlMaHb ■■  —    -"'^"*  "■      '  -"^- 


rlso.    Tbliii  tBIIjr 

•AnlnluBlB  ItUondD'-.r 

fMliia  no  pmldoB  hr  tha  aowtatK*  by  U»  dbmiI*  sT  IUd- 
■MSflb>tan»U>an4Bpnac>1M.    •         >  •  • 

Tlila  uvrM  il(hl  ab*  [Kiuixal  nnmn,  on  adnitiHlon.  in 
■flmndn.In  amndimtloii  mat  Iha  Uanfmturifat  Unlbal 
Sttltm  will  DakD  bar  lb-  fullo'liig  fnuto,  nuiBaly: 
LB<nHr.  Esauaa  raid  tlio  lit  HdiM.  lib,  and  tlbavUona 

bdfftlDafl4F  liLjnl«d-I 

*"  Tba  pFOpoalllan  mndo  ia  f>Drraa#  by  tbia  &rdlB*nn  la 

L«Bd  OAt*  at  Um  ruqnofl  or  Ibv  QDiamllt>«,  ahowa  Ibal 


ndndiDd 

ore*  irorlh.  ■!  tfa* 

nt  prl™.  $31 
claln.r.1,  r,r, 

^-l.^n   by  Iba 

lodowl,  b«  *  foarful    rifpHi-r)!!!!!^  t.."li-L.-.r.l_  llir  a  aliill 


."So^h  mn  onairtoq  la  now  pr.-»iil 
Iba;  iHie  all  otbrn  lo  ad  IHuwfHi  I 
Hon.  R.  a.  T.  Ui-Kia  of  Vlr^lnli 


pnFlllon  AlRrraa  (hat  (Iw  iit^plii  ot  t 
Uiroo^b  tbM  eonvuniha  ibdw  rr-.p 


,r  llou-».  In  Ih* 


lliar.    Itn*r.l 

pmpoHd  b>  pfiti 
Uollrd  SUtia. 


l41n<lj,  fliia  W.\  i)wv™™  ^ 
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diall  l>e  rccf^lTed  into  fhe  Fnion  with  the  Liwnmpton  cmt- 
Mltution  n|Mm  fqiml  tvrxuH  with  tlin  othtr  ptRt*«:  upon  th<* 
fuii<liiiniM:tul  roii«lili'>?i.  liowrvcr.  ihnt  fhe  »hiill  f\i!nify,  by 
R  Tolc  of  iuT  |»«-oplL'.  thi-ir  Nrc«-]>tiiii«-o  of  this  iiiodifli'nliou  of 
tho  itmtra'-f  whii-li  0>ii','ri»<H  i-nipo"***!*,  l!  tht-ii  pn)cefd8  to 
ofXvT  Hii  altHriiatfvi*  pnipcFttioii  in  t>ii>  ov4;nt  that  h  oiqjority 
of  tin;  fii-iipit'  of  Kuii<i:i>  xhouiJ  di'tcniiinn  imt  to  a<'c<-pt  tlilH 
iXKKliflcii  iMiitrnrt.  and  not  to  Ih>  (idiiiittH<|  into  th«>  Union 
undiT  It.  It  thru  provide"  that  th«Te  phull  Ik*  no  niorf  con- 
Tenliohs;  th.^t  thi>y  chall  not  ofTiT  llifniifflvcri  for  A4liiilA.»ion 
until  thxy  loivo  iw^pulutir-n  (MUiu;;h  to  iMitltlf  tliom  to  unn 
nii'nili'ir  of  the  Iloiis)  tif  Ili'prrsi'ntntivfft.  ncmniinR  to  the 
exihtiii;;  rutin.  .Now.  I  miiiuiain  that  li«th  of  these  propo- 
nitioiiK  an-  mtiroly  rl;;ht  in  ih^'inHi'lTrs.  and  ptfrfcclly  con- 
iiUtunt  with  llu;  pr»"vi'»us  nction  of  tlin  ^•^■natt\*'      ♦    ♦    • 

**  liul  thf  ])ro|iiirt|tion  ot  th«>  committi>ii  of  mnfcrenre  got* 
furtlnr  thiui  the  bill  «f  the  S-nat(>.  Thi>  bill  of  the  Senate 
•io;-pi-4l  lhi-ri\  and  did  not  neok  to  provide  for  the  cou tin* 
genry  thiit  a  ni.ijiirily  of  the  p«'<}|ile  of  Kanhaji  nii^ht  not 
accept  this  uu»-iifii>ati.iu  of  th<i  roiilrart  whirh  wo  propone  to 
them.  Thi'  >  ill  piiR^urd  by  the  S«-uatf  took  the  rlKK  tliat  the 
people  in  that  tronbb'd  n-^i'>u  niiu:ht  atwinble  in  ronvention 
and  dei-lan.'  lh:tt  they  would  not  accept  tht<i  condition,  and 
wouhl  thcrcriin'  lie  out  nf  the  I'uion.  Tlie  bill  p:i(4(*e<i  by  the 
Senate  pro\ldi-*l  ffir  iw  nc  of  tln'sp  eontin::eiu'ie8.  imt  acted 
upon  the  siipihiMiti'in  that,  vm  Iihk  iNi'n  lione  sonietiuies 
before,  that  thv  {»i'oplt>  of  Ivan^as  wotiM  concur  In  ail  theiM> 
thiij;;^,  and  riskiil  th<t  chunoe  of  niiH*tini;  tlu>fle  diflictdtiu^. 
The  jrhenie  of  tin*  ••onli-nMioe  ennunittee  pH-n  further.  It 
pn>videseK(K;cially  fori  lie  iHflu'ulty  1  huTejll^tf»nfr^eHted.  It 
say*,  'bef.  r,"  we  mlniit  y«iu  niii«t  vay  wljether  ^-ou  will  r«>n- 
re<le  away  tlii>  taxing;  poworilT  tlii'^  nioilitjCMtion  of  thet^mnt 
which  wo  have,  ^neii  ynn.  If  you  are  willin:;  to  concede 
away  the  taxin-^  p-iMi-r  f -r  the  mti^ideralion  we  ni»w  oflVr 

J 'on.  thi'n  }oii  t-h:ii;  li»*  mliiiitd-l  up^in  proi-iainutinn  by  the 
'nwidiiit.'  In  d"\ui  thn  tl:»  tiill  under  ii'nKidtTNtion  hiw 
jiroi-eishtl  in  preei*.*  (.inir  nnily  with  print.-i|di'.  What  wan 
the  case  i)f  Ohio?  She  '.iferitl  her>-elf  fur  adniiHion  with  a 
con>(tiiu!i')n  n|Miblii-:i!i  in  ti-rm.  and  with  crrtain  Ixiundarieii 
which  t.'oiKr«*«  »-iiAi  ,r  -1.  ('on};reS"«  adniittrd  her  ui»on  ron- 
diti>)n  that  her  |t,'0).U>  wi>uM  consent  to  that  ni(Kiitii>ation(»f 
boundary.  (\)n.;rtr-8  f::H  tlie  as-ent  wan  to  Ite  Ki^nifle<l  by 
a  vote  of  the  jKt'ple.  and  llniH  the  prei'edent  Ik  prerlju-ly 
pandlel  \,\\\\  the  |ii-o]><<siiion  that  in  now  made:  and  Con^reM 
Ueciared  that  if  they  did  a»M.'iit  by  a  vote  of  the  ncgority  of 
the  people.  thiMi  theKtafe  sh-  uM  lie  nduiittiNl  into  the  Union 
on  an  ei|M-il  fiKitin;;  wiili  tlie  uther  htute^  by  pnx'Inmation 
of  tl)e  I're-iilent.  Iluw  wa«:  it.  with  n"jard  to  Miehizan? 
The  fi;inii-  thiii^  o-ciirri'd.  The  «.:iriii'  riiiidilii>n  wan  ini|»<i'>e<K 
*xc«'pt  that  ri'iii.'M''*  viid  it  hln-iil  1  !«■  referre«l  to  n  conven- 
tion iif  the  [••■••p|(>  tliat  M:i>  t<>  be  railed  to  i*on»iii(T  this  one 
qne.>(ii>u  miiy. 

••  In  r"--f!inl  to  :m  i>rdin:in.*'>r':nrMiri-r  land-*.  T  know  of  but 
tw(»  c.-js.s  ill  whirh  ch.in.'i's  \ver<?  i:i:i'le.     Hue  wa-*  in  Arkan- 
KiK,  nn>l  fill'  other  in  (')i!ii'<>nii:i.     In  .\i-k:iMs:i-i  the  i>tate  was  ! 
a-luii'trd  upi'ii  111"  expr-s-t  ri'ndi:i>.u  th.it  hhi' -lioiild  ci'de  i 
the  tiixiii'i  jMnver   -iver  th"  pr)'."-rty  of  the  United   State.', 
and  a  ehan^'e  \t:is  miide  i:i  the  quaiitity  of  1:iii<Ih  \%hi<-h  ^he 

finipns  d  l<»  tike  in  ciin.^ileriUinn  of  fh.il  e"U (■•>.«•: ion.  Th« 
till  of  .-idioisKiou  u;i.H  p.'i<:-i-d  uri  the  I.'mIi  i)f  June,  and  on  the 
'I'M  iif  the  hiinie  ni'inth  a  !-up:>Ii>nient:d  art  was  pa-.-w-d  ►ul*- 
niittnii;  it  to  theb-u'iHiatareut  .Vrka'i.s:»«.  to  «:iv  wli'Mlii-r  they 
Would  ;n-e»-jit  eert.iin  pn-p  -'iij-  n- — thi-re  were  five  <'f  them, 
I  bi'lieve — in  eno'ldeniii'iii  i>t  Oil--  Ciini e;-iiin  '»f  the  rl;ht  to 
tax  the  pn'pert>  i-f  tin*  fni''-'l  .-i.iti-.  t'on;crev*  ri-f'-rn-l  it 
to  tl  ••  I'';i'l;i|iire  t'»  d"tiTiiiii.e ;  l«-t-:in-e.  jk  lli'-y  siiii-l  in  the  . 
»ff,  the  p.iMi  r  b:id  l-e-'ti  .'i\i  n  th-ni  by  tlie  ■-••nveniiim 
whii-li  l->rnii'.l  till-  ri»ii-.iif  iiii.in  ;  tiju-  showiii.' th-it.  In  the 
<>;iini'-n  i-t"  tN>n.'.:ri'SS.  the  ri'.'hf  tn  i-i-il.'  mwjiv  the  pnwer  tn  t;ix 
any  pirii  .n  of  the  jir-ipi-viv  •■}•  I.'mhI-  within  if.-  il -niiiin  w;t« 
aii,rlit  v.Iiih  bi-l.in::i-.|  to  .-ii\"rri/i:ty.  .■«  ri;:ht  t«>  !»•  jrjven  j 
Iv  the  Mui-'  p-m,-i'  v\lil.Ii  m.-iti"  <■•  n.titu;i--nr<.  and  Mhich  , 
•rtifl  <  iitiViiifi-'M<.  ii  i..  i.l.\li.n.'4  i|i:it  if,  in  rejr.ird  to 
buin-l.trv.  it  ri'iuip-I  ;in  n<t  i.f  thi*  «-n^»  rei  'u  i-euple.  either 

•  ■  III 

th:on,'h  th.-ir  o.vn  \'<\'-.  or  tlinii:.:h  e<.n\i'iition-«,  or  through  ' 
Iiviwl'tUi-""*   that   h:»>l   i'li'ri    •pii'it'<-:illy  endowed   wiih    thin  I 
power  by  the  c"«,n%entioii,  to  i-iM|«.  nw;iy  the  juriMln-tion  over  « 
O'rtaiu   teriir-.ry.  it  rert.iinly  W"Mld  require  it  In  onler  to 
cede  :i  p.-irti"nhir  portion  ot  tiiat  jnri.».iii-tion;  that  Ia  to  ^Hy. 
tho  rl;.ht  to  i.-ix. 

•'I.snot  ihi-i  pr:t'-ti>-e  fnrTilii'd  anil  <upTK>rted  by  reason? 
I*  n- 1  tl:i«*  I  ••tiilitional   snbjniM-i'in  of  the  ordinanit' — and 
Dothin'.;  e!-e  j.s  >nbniitte<| — thit  '<ubnii.'>-iou  of  a  c]iani;e  in 
the  terni»  of  aeiintraet  in  ie_'j:rd  to  ianii.  proper  in  itself? 
Pupi^iN*  there  I:ad  b««eii   no  co|jtrover*sy  in   re;;!!^!  to  the 
conHtitniixri  iir.-red  by  Kati>-a'<:  fupp-i-e  it  wen*  admitted  on 
all  handHtli.it  the  ennvenu  lU  whii-li  io<*<iinble-.l  at  I..*'(.'om)>- 
ton  wa-  pP'perly  anthini/"d;  tint  it.K  proei-iHiinirs  were  h-ual  I 
and  valid:  and  .^njiivi^e  this  ]ireciiu.'  dilfen'nce  h.id  «ri.-i-n  in  . 
re?arl  to  thi-  l.-nnl.  that  tln-y  hud  ib-ni!inde<t  th«i  twi-nty-thn.H" 
n»i:ii  »n  a.'ie-<  provi  led  f»r   in   th-  !r  or-linamv.  and  tiiat  vn-  j 
had  ih'>i:^|ir  pnip-T  to  iriv«'  n-tt.  ifi>i,>  t'osri  the  three  nr  fi-nr  j 
niillion-i  ul.ii'ii  tlii'  ppipoNition  'f  fhe  <-.i|:iriii«ti«i>  .if  n-nfi-r-  ! 
en(v  prop  ,s-'s  to  '.-.ive  th-  ni;  won'  I  ir  ni  t  Jmve  bei.n  s;|j,|  to 
tie  perfei-lly  fair  uud  rijfht  aud  i-".  p'  .-.  and  thai  it  wa>  <\xiv  , 


tn  the  itate  that  va  shcmlil  aurvrtnio  wbrthcr  ih^  vnu*i4 
Rive  her  ament  to  the  rhnn^se  in  the  mntmrt  ?  M  by.  nir.  J 
take*  two  partiea  to  make  a  contract,  and  |r  ta^-«  two  i 
change  it  Would  anyone  liave  oljiettil?  ^i  u'.d  ij'r»U 
have  uid  that  |M•rhap^  it  wam  th**  wisest  way.  U'l^uik-  thu> 
weaToid  the  iittup'r  ('f  the  |Mf  p|«*  utt-i  tint:  in  ci  i.\«^u,ii-_ 

and  rayiDK  tliat  tliey  would  ui  t  m pt  il.i-  iLndi-DirDial 

condition  upon  whieh  tlo-y  were  admiiifl?  \V«-ji«ii4t^r 
danjter  of  all  the  Diijo'ldefM  that  would  'WMir  In  ni  the  an 
arrhy  and  confusion  whirh  wonM  ari><'  if  th>-\  wi  r^  tl.u*  \- 
a#<)emblo  aud  rej«-ct  the  londitinn — a  danger  wlifh  lit  ihp 
greater  in  a  troublini  terriii.ry.  wliere  It»  |>opul:tt)'>ii  UJk 
tnrlted  and  divided,  than  in  <>n!ni:ir>  noej.:  |i  r  in  ui*i 
ca>eii  It  Diifcht  U>  presumed  with  Kjii;*ty.  tlml  in  <  rd'-r  to  ir 

aiiiuitted.  the  Htate  would  acquiiM-e  in  tht ni:ai*ni*  whifb 

were  pn>poM>d.  Hut.  Mr.  it  it>  a  ri^k  that  wi.iild  l-^  run  ia 
ail  9ucli  caHen:  and  no  one  can  i^ay  that  It  l*>  i  ot  only  mAY 
and  better  to  pursue  the  pn-c^nienls  to  wbiih  I  liaT*  r^ 
furred,  but  that  it  \h  ri^lit  and  pmper  in  llM-:f ;  Uiat  it  u  dw 
to  the  people  of  th«  rotate  who  ai'k  adnd'^ii>n. 

*'  Now.  Fir.  I  auk  how  can  it  lie  Niid  that  I-r  thi«  act  at 
Bubmlt  the  conf>titution?  We  do  no  huih  ihin^r.  W«v- 
knowle<l{rH  the  valiiiity  of  the  coni<titutii>n.  aud  ««-  aty.  is 
ntrani  to  thi^  contract  widch  ii  oCertil  tu  Uj^s  '  the  tt-rmi  arv 
not  acceptable;  we  will  ni»t  accept  the  terms  you  ofli-r:  kit 
we  will  accept  others,  nainin^  them,  aud  if  yt-'u  rb>j'>?4'  ti^  )«• 
admitted  on  them,  you  may.*  It  i»  true  that,  in  ^Ivi:,,];  iK-il 
Tote  fir  aduiiA<-ion.  th**y  may  be  ^iremeil  by  t-thi-r  p:a«iii 
than  those  which  relate  wendy  tu  the  pn>|^i.>itii.n  it«*-li. 
But  in  that  any  concern  of  our«?  f.'au  we  li«ik  lulu  the 
human  brea.^t  and  riearch  for  niotivi**?  (*an  «'••  prt-»i*rii«< 
what  are  to  la*  the  n>a.'(onK  whi«-h  are  lo  p»v«rrn  th>-  |4  puiar 
Tote*  Ity  no  mean^.  Ail  that  wo  ha\e  to  ib>  w  bi  fcrv| 
within  the  limitii  of  uor  {lowerct,  and  to  rva]<ct  thii»e  of  tb* 
utates. 

"And  what  in  it  that  we  have  aflinnMl  In  n-rard  totlt 
HuhmisKion  of  the  OMit'litutlon?  We  hate  i:e\(-r  >.tid  thi; 
tho  ))eople  niit;ht  not  f^ubniit  their  own  mni>liiuti  <n:  w« 
have  never  Ktid  that  it  waa  fmpnip«'r  to  do  ito:  what  r.m 
have  Kiid  ifi,  that  it  \*  n  matter  for  the  p4^ple  Ibfiii.-. •!«•■«  <c- 
di'tennine;  thnt  tiiey  niuf>t  dftermini'  it  either  Ihr  ii.*h  tb- 
act  which  called  the  convention  into  ]>tdni;.  limitiri!;  and  'U- 
fininif  iUi  p«>wer^  or  they  mn.st  determln«-  it  thniii^h  lb«-i" 
own  convention  :  and  wo  have  luiid  tliat  if  they  diil  n-t  r^ 
quire  the  aubmiiwioii,  ('oofcre^^  could  not  nt^uirv  It  M  !l.i-f.>. 
be<"aUK»«  that  was  an  act  wliieh  l>«-|once<1  to  thi*  !tiiti"^-iji 
power  of  the  ftate  ltM»lf.  That  i*  our  doctrine.  If.  tl  ^i.  •- 
Kubniit  tliirt  pn>|infiition  in  re;:.inl  tn  the  nn-Iifi*'!  cjitrv' 
how  do  we  depart  fn»in  tbi.H  <|i«iiinf?  We  d»  i-  1  •:•!  • 
iheni,  ■  Voiir  con«<tiiutioti  in  uns»li-f:vi'ti-rv.*     \\  «•   ',•■  » ..t  <,i- 

to  them. 'Von  mn!>t  haven  pi  ppp.r  i^-te  .n  th.- 

tion."     We  do  not  n:iy.  •  \\  e  di-jMire  th<-  ftiii-ii'-<   vji  ;.  ^ 
have  pre>irnted    MriNirtfitivr   to    the  !e."al  f'Tin  '     «  T.    "i- 
trary.  We  .-ay. '  W  e  n-.-.-lxeli  all;  w.- M'kii-i\»'.  ':.     t!   ■ :.  ■ 
riiy  of  your  otiiveiiti-n:    we  a.-knowl-- lu*--  ?l.-  \il  .:  .     * 
your  eoiiHtiMition.  aiiil  w-  ai-knnwb-il.rM   t1..i!  w  -   ;.:.i- 
piwer  either  to  change  tint  in -truin'-nt  (  r  til  T"-;'>:  .   \    .. 
|K<is.4  niM-n  it  in  any  other  r>->r!n   th-iri   th.tt  ul.i  J.  .    m   }■•■ 
determioiil   f-r  yourwlve-;  bnt   m   r--.:iril   !.•  t-  ••  .    v."-  % 
that  you  prri>«ivd  t'»  u-«.  we  have  the  ri;ht  t-i  ■■!i    •■.■■    ;'■  • 
atitl  We  submit  It  to  von  to  —ly  wlii-rln-r  ym  «rl  ■-.■■■  ■    • 

Mccept  this  nxNiitir.tlJon  wbi.-h  we  j  r->\ f  :}>•■     ■  ■  •:  i  * 

!.■*  not  that  a  fnir  .-tatetnent  i.f  rl."  ivt-si  "    N  it  m  '  ?■"   :■  ■)    • 
we  pn'.^erie  our  ciiiHisleney  l-^-^an-i*  we  n-t  •  i.I'    -.-■■■--• 
cnbiiii^sjon  of  the  iMn-titiUi.in.  bni   l"t-:voi--'  «•■   ■«■■•:?  i* 
«rkn"W|ed^'e  it  :  we  ^utiniit  only  wh:it  w-  |;hv.    i  r  •♦  *    ■ 
knbniit.  an<i  that  is  the  eh.it- :•,•  wi-  umke  in  tin:  ■■  i;;,--..; 
thnt  they  proin'fi*  to  im. 

•*  Uut.  >ir.  Preki.ler.t,  the  S<nKti  r  fr^-ni  Ken*  ni-Kv  .•»;■■ 't 
that  in  doiiij:  thin,  we  are  doii.' w)i;it  \f  iii:i':ir.     lie  »•■• 
Ibis  way  We  i.ffer  tbein  a  fewnrd  tiin..i|t  i-ii'- rt>i:«ri'ii;i- 
and  we  pro|i<4'e  to  ptini.'^h  them,  in  ||  ••  e^i.i  t   tlint   ih  \  • 
not  iieci-pt  it.    Thl^  Ih  an  fii'i.-i*  n-i^t.iUi- on  tt  e  pMt-f  *  - 
.N-nalor;  :iiiil  it  nvo^^  It-Mn   hi-,: 'iii-'  the  i|iii«ti..ii.     \\r 
n>t  Nubniit  thi'  i>i)n.<:titiiiio:i  to  i]i-  p'  <.i.:.-  nt  :i.l.     \\ .  •i.\  • 
them  :  'So  far  a-"  y-iii  have  ;:.-ni-.  ji  :i  l.:i\<'  p-.!]!-  .i-  i  i.. . ,  -  . 

into  the  1'uifin  u]>on  certain  terms:  \<.u  h:i>e  pit- j  i.- 

a  iMli.stitiitioii ;  you   h'i\e  .ai:>:t   ;  re<.  i.tcl    it-  nn   or  I  in    . 
whieh  (HintaiiiH  Ii  con'raet  in  Pu>»rd  t-i  tl  i-  |ii\ii-_  i>fci. 
we  accept  yiiur  coni<titutii>!i:  ve  u'Know.i  i-,.  i,  .i:   i.  >• 
n'puMicau  in  form;  bul  we  do  not   »  ".v-pi   ih.i  ..-'i.-t;-- 
If,  howe\er,  you  eluN  >.e  f..  t.-iki-  .i  !■  *if"r  <;\-  ,i  t■.•^  .t  1%  -i   •  - 
make  you  a  ^niiit  whiih  }.<  liUril:'  bnt  %tlii.-b  11:.  bt  1    t  *, 
have  Wfi)  ralleil  rxec^hive  by  !li.*  S-n.-ito;   f-om   K  ■o'l,,.  1 
I't'cause  I  li^'lifvc  it  i-*  pni-i-i-ly  t''f  "nu"  ri^ot  »ti  :■  •» 
pri)|HiNi'd  in  hii*  own  aimndnient  ti'  tl:'-  >«?>..:•   I;li      ii-  »  1. 
it  ni)ei|uul  and  ut:fair?    II.>\v  i«  It  ih.i:  j:  1.  :-   ) .  i.-n-d't-  1 
m  r«'%em:efiil  or  fn'tfol  l-.-.'i-l.itii-n.  if  we  -n  t>.  '■•,  iv     ■  1 
the  evi-ut  that  you  il>i  n>>l  ei-no'  in  iiiid-r  il.i*  :%:^'.-a!<n 
whi-.h  you  your«-elveN  ha\e  in:ide  to  m-  It  .^.I::  ■••  1  n.  *  u 
iini«t  n  inii:i  in  a  terriiort.-tl  •on<)ilioii  until  \    \>  tin-   !"]'•' 
eninuh  to  entitle  yuu  to  one  nii-mlif-i.  a«-<-iii;ii  1:  tn  rl,»  nit  .■ 
of  npri>>entaiion7'    JIc  him^'ll,  in  In.'!  i<wu  rt-Liirk*.  |:iif 
the  ai:N^yi>r  to  it. 

"  We  mainUtin,  an  a  ijeneral  pniiw^sition.  that  Ibb  p^opia 


I  huaadsDt  fofniiMna.    Wf  Mu  un  lunsM  muUn 


takllnih  bmaw  K  I*  Dbrraiu  UiU  ■titosrH'  Uh  HVDlr 
■lUnM*  OMM  In  twrwftor,  U  thof  •bouU  All  li>  «n»  in 
■  -  ■"-  ulimltilrio  nf  the  nrdliuim,  Ib-T  will  auku 
Opgdllaai  In  ngard  la  luad.  msd  llMn  la  nn 
*t  w"  >h«ll  <l"iU  with  thiii  u  llliir*)!)'  m  "i- 

M  tny.  l>  it  Dot  obrlinu  thii  tb.  >iMt"ii  ibi^iucI.  .. 

UtalopuMaEiinnid  telbaM  iKiUlniii.  In  l'i«]  i" 
....'jiBHIiulniBda  In  jrour  UrrtbirUI  UMidltlDn  ui:tii 
M  InTi  murv  BUfamt^.  mot*  paDpliti  uul  ^rc  ufl  at  kv>«t  a 

V,  Wtuiui  Liviucai  or  Ohio,  (a  Rotwrt  S.  Clvk,  M*t 

tf  AMD,  tl  ll  Bid  Hul  tbs  [MOnplnn  armttHtillnii  <•  not 
|apBUlr>lluaiul«ofUw)H>t>l&  Ydu  l•lll•c^w1rllb^u— 
'^■-  -  ■  ■  I  ~n»l-a— tlwt  t)M  ni.r./un«  r>f  Ui-  Mlut  li 
iHDei.    Tbi  impnrUDt  Iwiiilr;  K  •tat  ti  Uic 


0.  impnui  M'ttniu 


l..«plei.fKl.U«.ll...    !■: 

SFiSSv,,,; 


rill  in  ll'vir.  nii'l 


"fwrcX:? 


>^~^><<[..     lliii  al|jKtkiBl*panl/vi»vl.iuii 
.>~r<l>'ijhrA<ioauMflrnirm, »  ibM  ItM 

^ •  la  dRidfd.  wbli^  nniin^MiitnHfal^  I*  (lu  hh. 

k>  pfnnl^  nUci«  Dir  nc  ugliliM  lb*  pt1II»IUMt  Oir  idmlv 
^fcirtll  ii«14.i.h8lliHr  Uig;wm<nH«lntBth.  tTDloniu 
Hital*,  ■Ull  ()M  Luwniilon  mnUitnllan.  STHhfUin'  th>t 
-  -  Hill  u  ■  l«ril.»-jr  nntll  Ui^y  Iut*  iLb  n«nlrtl« 
»  •BllUlng  UMm  U  udmlnlan." 

PDsb.  Bkhawk  ?.  Lam  at  Ohio,  In  ths  Hobh  i,I  ItipiV' 


■ilmncof  IhBRmnl.    thalbnl  It 

Mnnlaa  rnmUliilloB.    W 
ft  Mtbm  Und  MW  sllun 


propntml  In  ths 


rt-Jflctfld  mail  h  pii>r4Altlnn  wIIIl  initi^ritiiiUnL  jhh 
whit  sort  or  elhl™.  In  Ihi.  b>i,i,.  n  .f  .-.luil. 
>n  ]>«)il>tJi«  Ibr  ill  uritiiii-v  nil'  Mirr ..:  ,.r 


trblcti  I  wan  nlw.1.  \\.  <i 
MBrilln-nWIfTicln'M.   ■ 

rZ-t  Vllh  whntVi'-'i-   . 
jrrio  byn  n.nj-irlly  ..I  .1, 


kt,*kii^^ 


.    fropMiUoo. 
■■Tflriou.  B^ 
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know  wo  have  talk^  so  ronrh.  an>l  ii|inn  which  we  havo  T 
luMHtml  Hu  »lrli'tly.    Ami   until  th.it  fiiu.iliiv  wiui  ro^torvd,  i 
I  Ahoiild  ex«rt  iiiy-rlf.  vron*  I  :i  .NortbiTii  lunn.  up  to  tin- 
ftill  point  of  my  capadiy  to  have  it  rvHtoi-eil  \>y  uU  li>)jcitlmattf 
mcaiiM. 

*»Wliat  will  ho  th<?  next  ofTort?  Tliia  Uousn'  will,  in  th^ 
next  Contcri'HH,  Im*  fillvd  by  im-n  i>i?ut  liuru  to  rt^'tify  this 
wrong.  an<l  tli»  iruulb  will  In;  n^injiflltHl  to  act'iMlu  to  tliat 
demaml  or  t*  rcsixf.  Her  priili;  u-.ay  Iw  wouniliHl :  Iut  Ki-nKi* 
liiliti'.'d  are  to  Lk  ulToi'ttMl :  uii<l  th**ii  lltn  n«>xt  luoviMiumt  of 
those  wlio  play  to  tn'r  pn-Jii'liitM  will  !•(>  to  drac  bi*r  ov4>r  the 
preciiiicc  of  disunion,  iu  tlj.tt  luuniiMit  whoii  »h\'  smarts  un- 
dor  the  elTivt^  of  ittiin^  liinl  wonnilid  pritlc  It  is  exactly 
boeau^  I  ceo  tlii'Hi*  inins('<{iu>ui'e.<«  rihi'.id.  that  I  am  tcnUy 
firm  and  stfadr  in  oppoKition.  I  l«ok  forward  on  the  path 
before  ui,  :i!id  \  t**^  it  !i-:iil><  to  that  Hltenialive  vhicli  I  liaTu 
niM  is  moxt  likidy  to  o>rur.  and  my  ihity  and  iiatrlot-itm 
alike  drmaiid  that  I  «h(>u!d  rfsi.-<t  Ihi-i  bill,  and  advocaUi 
that  e<iu:iiity  whi'-li  Im  (*«|iiity  Iiot.wrcii  all  KHCtiomi  of  my 
country.  I  tako  that  pi>Mi;i<>n,  and  clKvrfiilly  I  chall  reit 
upon  it.  Mtisflrd  that  T  am  ri>;lit,  and  I  aball  be  itusftaiaed  in 
it  by  a  patri'itii"!  c<»nt«lira«Miry. 

'^Sir.  it  werf  >>«>otIf.<u<  to  n'tiirn  to  tho  Sk^natc  bill:  but.  a« 
lam  upon  the  tliM)r.  I  vill  recipitnlat-  in  brii>f  t«.>rm(i — for 
I  do  not  want  to  di'talii  the  Il'>ii«t>— tlu^  hi-ad.4  and  puinta 
upon  whii'h  my  uwn  opintous  have  turned  thu«  far,  and  by 
which  my  courH<>  han  Ifen  (|riiide<].  I  heanl  tlie  Kentlemaii 
from  Oi-orjrla  [Mr.  .Steplp'os"!  yest«'rday  propound  tbixjnefk 
tion  to  the  ^iMitleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  ihiviMj  whether 
he  believed  the  territorial  le>;i.>Iaturi>  wbirh  calleti  tlie  cvu- 
Tention  in  Kanxa-*  Ijad  thu  p^iwer  to  mil  a  convention  f  I 
4o  not  know  what  reaiionse  was  made.  l>ut  I  desire  to  my  to 
the  gentleman  from  Oei)ri:ia.  and  to  thf  country,  that  tiiat 
Tery  point  U  tin  hinging  point  upon  whieh  my  cunvictiona 
on  thh  matter  turn.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  U.>rritoriaI 
leglAiature  poivevHeil  the  power  to  initiate  a  convention  to 
•ach  a  deitree  at  to  bind  either  Kansas  or  the  ComrreMi  of 
the  Uniteil  States.  I  believe  that  when  that  convention  wan 
a«aembled.  and  when  it  had  dr:tfti>d  a  constitution,  the  want 
of  the  pnt^aoRent  of  Om>;re;:ii  prevented  the  inntrument 
from  bindin:;  Conprreiii;  and  if  it  diit  not  bind  Confrreiio,  it 
onuld  not  bind  the  people  of  Kaucaa.  If  1  bad  time  T 
could  drmnnstraU  that  ])ropa«ition.  And,  sir.  when  the  peo- 
ple of  KanKH-t  iit>nt  np  to  \\*.  through  her  delf^ate  upon  this 
lii>.>r.  who  hai*  a  l>*;?il  M'ltux  hen\  by  the  re^tdutionti  of  her 
letflclatun*.  whieh  \9  a  lejcal  bndy — tbrunjch  her  vote  on  the 
4lh  of  January,  reijniar  «»r  irregular — thnin;;h  tlie  territorial 
Kovernor.  who  whi  the  fi-ii'Tal  app  'lIlte^^— and  through  the 
t«'rritorial  -tvn'tary — tbron.rh  all  thi-ne  rhaiin«-lK  the  clear, 
distinct  dfclar.ition.  'we  arc  u<it  wiHitit;  tli.it  this  con>titii- 
tiiin  shall  be  tin;  lundanieiital.  p'i|itii-al  biw  nf  the  iitate;' 
bi'lievinj;  us  I  iliil.  nnl  a-«  I  y»'t  d".  Hiar  th«»  b'lrixlature 
whieh  initl.itf'l  it  hvX  no  |fi;:il  ri^h;  to  il>  -io,  thit  the  I're- 
aiilent  who  euiHi-ii'.i'd  hatl  im  jnri<-dii'ti<iM.  Jiiid  tiKTofore  hU 
eiMli*eiit  \|r|. It'll  no  n-Mitiin.'il  iimwt.  I  frll  !iivsi>|f  Uiiind  to 
pauHe,  ati'i  li«ii'n  to  iIp*  \niri'  of  the  |h-o|iIi..  .<ir.  no  spe- 
cious i«opliistri»"<  rnuM  ilit'^uaii-  nio.  .-im-I  no  i-:iiiii<lry  Ih'tray 
me.  .Vft'rr  all.  it  lio.-illy  t*'>iiii<  t'>  tliis,  wl..'tb.-r  we  ani  to 
oliey  the  iit'inn  nf  tlit*  i:'>iiv(>iitlitn  'ir  tli»'  will  nf  thn  i»€x>plo. 
While  1  Had  liU-rtv  to  a-t.  whili-it  w.i«  wifliiii  my  ''f>iii;re^. 
Fional  fun'-tirui  to  act.  I  did  ni>r  lii>-<ii:ir«>  t-i  take  that  |i«*-«i- 
tlon  wbi'-h  bad  .'i  t"iiiJ«'ni'y  ti>  -jivf  ih"  fain'-'t  '-hjiniv  fn  fhf 
pr'ijif''  ftf  K-ni"!.*  (ft  m-il.i-  a  run.tfif'i/  "/»  ^»  .»•»■'.'  //i'»i.<'/n»-.«.  ]n*. 
tore  cMtnlilisliiM'^  relations  with  tli<'tu  l>>  !a».  uihIit  wbii'h 
relnllnoH  I  mi.'ht  Ik*  ralli-il  iii"-u  n"^t  w—-'.\  m  ciiiiip-l  thi'iii, 
Of  forC''  v/  urm.<.  to  ub^y  that  iiisiruiiiiMii  in  ibelr  <*i>imtltu- 
tion. 

*•  ibit.  sir.  T  will  not  dAiII  t.n  tli,-  Si'nate  bill,  or  the 
amHiiduK-nt  of  thi*  II-m:*-  Imt  -lii".!  it>?i(:ni'  io_\sr|f  to  thij* 
ruport.  \N  I'  liiivi"  li.i  I  a  ■■■■of-  i'-:i'---:  ani  I  fny  that,  in  my 
oplnim.  tliH  {■•-iit'iM-i'is  bn.-  s-r-iiiirN*  i  tb-*  (po-tinn  iw»  that 
the  jKiipie  of  K'iii»-:n  iiiiy  .r-'t   h.-ld  :'!' il.  but  ran  jret  hold 

of  it  only  a«  tb iT-^'O""  nrKrii'tiivin:;  Hi"'us'lv»'s.     It  Ik  ne- 

iimtpaiii'*'-!  w^'b  II  •It^ab'iiii;;  :i- 1.  >v|,,.|i.  i-i  :iiv  o-'ini/in.  niaki'H 
an  invidi'ius  ili-tini'ti<>n  l>i-:-i-i:i  'Ir-  iVc-  a:id  (he  Mave 
««tat"s  of  tlic  I'oMiitry  in  n^rarl  to  Hi- ji  instil utitniH.  wbicli 
will  havi>  H  tfM-.b'Ui-v  to  wuud  tln«  firld'*  of  th,*  niajorily, 
md  to  estal'll-li  a  rul"  if  ai'iiuM  thai  il  i*  u'n  ifi-  tor  uj«  to 
pur*ue.  \V«',  whii  ln'l"!i^  I"  ibit  n"-[i  n  of  llu*  e.niijtry  that 
I'  in  a  minoiitv  'if  r-  pi<'s.. iiljH'>;i.  on.'bi  to  !)••  u.tieliTfnlly 
i-an'ru!  tb:it  «b'.i«'*>  r  wi-  InwiiJiiie  a  rni.*  "f  a'tion  hen*,  it 
-hall  >H'  l.'.i-o'd  ii:'->  I  iiMiiiuiabl.'  priiifipli'4  id  jusili>e  and 
(lin.'tiitnti'-o  II  n_br. 

•' Niiw,  «ir.  ii"i  \\\-W  '■:  {■•  ili-fiin  the  II  hih*.  T  i^ltnt  my- 
*ii'If  n|»oM  tb  •••'  ji;-'ir»'>'i"'i«s  a-,  ni-li-vitior  lb"  ii'i«*iin!i  why 
I  <ippos.'  tbi^  bill.     b"f  U"  bavi-  aii-ib'T  c-iif.  rfiio',  if  yon 
ple:i>.«.     Sriik-' oil' fliii;  li' i''lit!Lr  i^  km<I  buv..  ibn  fnabjiu;; 
»«'t,  »nil   if   will  ii>:!ii'  "«:i"!,i  i   iiliy    tlosi-   to    tin-  (Vlll»'lldpn- 
Mont^  iiiieiy  aMi'-U'l'iii'tit  :"  i-  .iii-t''  \'-te  for  il :  Im«i-.-iii.^  what 
I  waiit«-d  at  the  '■•Mnni- u  ■■.i  nt.  .iiid  wb  it   I  want  at  tli» 
tl'^ii4;,  l-t  ti  /,n'r  fifili-iiii  Hf  ''/  ;'■■  A.''.i'<r«  «'i"'/:-v/''i/.     I  i|ii  not 
want,  and  m-v.-r  bav.'  w.tiii--l  f»  b-ave  the  KaiiMas  diffli'ulty  j 
Open.     Ibid  a  majority  of  :)■•■  iiM-i:iUr>  of  thii  llonx^'  b<-i>n  j 
of  my  opinion  at  tb<-  .«tart.    I   wnuM  have  Iniil  down  the  | 
priociple  that  no  atalv  shouli  U'  admitted  into  the  Uuiou  i 


without  rnifHcient  population — upon  a  lt*iril  r»ns<i»— fi. 
pr(>per  repreitentation.  I  would  liave  vettle-l  thai  i^.int  al 
the  commencement,  and  I  wxuld  have  iruiJi-l  ni>^>-i'bT  it 
iu  the  coae  of  KanMtt:  but  tbf<re  Ia  si>arcely  ani  mji-  hiT* 
of  my  way  of  ibiiikint?.  I  wioilil  rather  ic*  \m\  i<^  ihtt 
rule  and  now  et(tiibli<ih  it.  imiiiuTa)>ly.  if  it  w«*rr  loi-ribl-. 
eat.ablihh  it  ai  th<!  rule  for  the  future,  rather  than  any  ■  tbi'f 
rule.  1  know  1  cannot  find  otbrr  advocati'*  of  it:  on  the 
contrary,  it  ia  propit>»eiI  to  brinirin  KanK-i>  with  ap<-pulati"n 
of  forty,  tifty,  or  aixty  thuUKaiid  |h-<>i>T.>— I  do  ni.t  kn>>w  h'  «r 
many  there  are,  but  I  do  not  think  there  are  oivr  frirty 
thou'tand;  I  have  never  »«M>n  any  nii«ii-  •  f  i-rieiiluti-in  thit 
would  make  her  piipulation  mon*  than  f-Tty  thiiu«arid. 
^me  gentleman  miid  tbl<  niorninir  Ihut  (t>>vimor  ValUi-r 
think*  8he  will  have  a  populati^m  of  ninetv-tbrr^  thousand 
by  the  fall.  I  do  not  know  what  hifi  cabMilatiou:)  an*,  or 
how  fiuit  imniifrratlon  lit  p^inir  Ihrre.  Dnt.  if  hlie  mu^t  be 
admitted,  the  plain,  fair,  i.i|uitabk  pr^.>pii>ition  i<«  iIh-  proprv 
aition  of  the  Crittenden-Montiri.iniery  amendni>-nf  «i"Ull>^ 
men  upon  thia  side  of  tbe  Ilour-e,  who  voteil  for  ilia'  proi-i. 
Hition,  voted  ft*  it  with  Ihi-ir  even  opi-n.  Thev  Vi»t4il  inr  :x 
not  only  an  an  amendment,  but  tiiey  voteil  for  it  to  maki*  if 
an  art  of  Conn^reaH.  They  did  n^  wi-ll  undenir;kndin2  tbet 
it  embraced  the  principle  that  if  it  w ah  the  will  of  lb**  ^'<»- 
pie  of  KanaiK  tliat  ahe  nhuuld  be  a  slave  Male,  tlnty  conoeUi-U 
that  she  should  b**.'* 

Mr.  UUR3I1CTT.  Will  my  eolleagne  allow  m«  to  aak  him 
a  qne^tion } 

Mr.  n.  Marshall.    No,  iiir;  I  ahall  fn-t  thninch  dirvi^tly. 

Mr.  Bl'a?rfcTT.  My  colleaf;iie  doen  not  relire^eut  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  »ide  correctly. 

Several  vi>lc««a  on  thn  Repubtiean  fiile.    *  Vrti,  li"  dnns." 

Mr.  II.  .MAR.SIIAI.L.  I  will  yi^ld  to  any  internipti'tn  from 
any  member  of  the  Itepublican  party  «  ho  waut«  to  rme  and 
contradict  tlie  statem>'nt. 

Mr.  BUR.XETT.  Why  will  not  the  eentlemnn  yield  to  m*-. 
one  of  hia  colleague^  to  put  a  quvntlun  to  gvntk-mm  np^w 
the  other  J»ide  } 

Mr.  II.  .MAB.titALL.  DornuFe  I  do^ot  want  to  be  interrupted 
— becaune  I  am  not  making  a  itpeti'h  here  fi.r  party  eff'-H  nimn 
the  country.  I  repeat  to  my  ctdb'airue,  and  1  repeat  it  f>> 
the  American  penjile  here  in  my  plari>,  tiiat  if  ihtt^  i«  in 
this  Hall  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  who  did  ml 
fully  and  entirely  underhand,  whfn  he  votml  fir  the  Cri'* 
teudeu-Montgomery  pro|>oitilion.  that  lie  was  assuming  tiit 
p(«(ition  which  1  have  stated,  he  cuu  riw  iu  hiii  plaxr  and 
contradict  me. 

•Mr.  Sui:RM\?r  of  Ohio.    Mr.  Speaker 

Tbe  ^*I'l'.^KKR.  Do«h  the  ;i'>nlli'mati  fr..ni  KoniuckyvieM 
to  the  jTHntlenian  fnm  <.>bi  •* 

Mr,  il.  M\Rsii\i.L.    Certainly.  «ir. 

Mr.  Shkhm*n  of  Ohio.  I  ij.  >ir««  to  nay  that  I  arri-e  in 
every  ;>;irli''ulfir  with  lli»*  Moitpiit-tit  jii«t  iitt  r»-l  Iv  ib«".r.'i: 
tlenian  from  Keiitnoky.  aiid  I  will  -.iv.  tba;  i***  f:ir  i-*  Ju\ 
knowliilifif  ••xtrml.'*.  •'Vi-ry  K<'|-iibui-an  nii-nil-'T  of  th«-  li  n*"* 
read,  ran'fully  Pun-ldfreij,  nod  |-«'n  br-l  i-v»-r  the  rritl- ii 
den  amendnit'nt.  hh-I  vof,^i  f'T  it  with  hi-  i-vi—  I'jwn  ;  l-ni 
with  tbe  di'-tioi't  niob'p«tai)ilini:  tbat  tbe  ■_'«"olli'nu'U  fr-  i.'i 
the  fr»t«  state"*,  Iflonjrini;  to  the  I>:'ni'-Taii<"  larty.  b:.  1 
pleilfCifd  to  w*  tlo'ir  fiiith  and  lioii'-r  lliat  tln-y  only  wAnr.-i 
ft  fair.  Htrai.ibtforwar«l,  oi».-n  opi>"rtiiid»y  to  e.trry  out  IJ  -ir 
principle  of  {Kipnlar  so\«'r«i/nty  in  Kan -'a*,  and  tbat  tb  t 
would  stand  by  tnul  ndlnTe  to  tlo*  pr-  i-  *itj<'u  nndi*  m  th.it 
anien<iment.  l:i>l\iii;;  with  ini;>ll<-it  taltb  ii{-oti  tb:<  iiu'Imis 
staniiin'.;.  wu  voted  for  tbe  nineniinient,  auil  have  steadily 
adln"n»d  to  It. 

.^Ir.  lk"RM.TT.    I  a-ik  my  n.Mi'a'.'iif— f-r  1  Vnr.w  h»«  d«»-* 
not  want  the  ftda  to  jro  tn  tbe  f  oTifry  wliri  a  nii-unbr 
litandint; — to  l«;t  me  propouiul  a  i|iii'^iii>ii  to  (be  iri-iitliuii-n 
on  the  other  siil». 

Mr.  II.  Mab-mxi.I-  Why,  tbr*  pi-r.tl.«nian  wi:i  li.ive  an 
opportunity  aft«*r  I  am  dune. 

Mr.  llCRXFTT.     Hut  I  cannot  ir^t  it  iiitu  your  ni«i»-eb.     ilv 
colb'airne  albiw-i  BH^k  Ui-pulliiaizs  to  inaV**  •■\!il;ftu«t<  -n- 
but  will  not  alli>w  hi.t  oun  ci>li«'a;jiie  tu  a»k  e<-o;i  :»  huzI'' 
question. 

Mr.  II.  M\nsTi\i.f«  I  will  vi.-ld  t->  tbi-  «.'tii..r  nienit-T  f-«'r.i 
t^bio  [Mr.  <tiddin.:<>\  who  is  a  inetnlN  r  kI  ihi*  il«-pnbliriin 
party,  as  we  all  know. 

Mr.  GiDUiMi'*.  It  is  pnilmblv  kn«»wn.  Mr  Spi«»ikvr.  tb.'Vf  I 
was  almut  the  last'to  co  into  Mn*  .iiipj-Tt  "f  t!i  it  rritii!)''ic- 
M<mtuomery  am«*ndnii'nt ;  nnd  i  .ipj-nrn  tb-  ::.  drb-man  frim 
K»'ntui-ky,  I  as-nn'  tbe  iie'iiib«-r<«  I'f  lbi«  IIi>n«e  and  ttn- 
n-untry,  that  the  i)iily  indiip'Moi'nt  th'it  1  liail  i.i  »:■»  f'-r  ii 
WHS  that  I  uniler«iooil — I  did  not  biar  it  ni>«*  If— 1-ut  1 
undi>rsto«Ni  tb.tt  every  iffntb'iiiun  li^ionirlm;  fo  the  I^iUtrlas 
win:*  of  the  I>i«m«>emti>'  party  %u^h\  pIhi!-jih|  !••  tbe  r<iuntry 
and  to  tbemsidve.N  and  to  their  o>ni>titui'n<-ies,  Iu  rtand  b? 
that  propf^hition  f«»r  ever. 

[  l.ftud  crie«  from  the  Kejiuflican  »lde  rf  tho  IIoum  of 
••  Tbat  i««  true." 

Mr.  tJId'lincs  wa<  here  taken  with  vndden  Indisp'Hdtlon, 
and  was  carrieii  trnt  of  thi*  Hall  in  n  fainting  ronditioa.l 

Mr.  0)X.    With  the  permiaaion  of  the  geatknaa 
Kentucky—— 


M  tsrrlt0T7  lught  to  ba  mlulltiid 
ir  tl^patv  thatprluclplv! 

1  flu]  dl'padUoD  nr  ills  «l 


lnli7,  .1 


•  tlii4l  dlKpniHIuii  u 

.  .^.,...,^...,  Mit  umu  whlcli  « 

la  tnlMblsf  III  (dinllltM  ■  imw  hUI 

ipoliiUDD.   Wi  un  Bi>  InniM  KlUl 

„      .  .    Hvl  thins  ■*  nu  ita  ftjr  thi*  |Mtu»  o 

S*  fmfle  mmma  ta  anuils  ran  to  *t  IMM  oiia  nitinla 


Ihwninlilkh  k  aonnd  **iif r< 


lla  own  pnpcalltBda  )n  rafant  ta  laod,  kul  Iban  U  oo 
A>  but  Ihut  we  aliill  daal  hIUi  llicni  w  lltunllj  ■*  ir* 
(■■Iwm  linn*  Hi  III  ibani>  atatan.    UUiaj'dii  oulmma 

^■i  wty.  U  It  Qbi  utiTlvm  tbat  tlm  nmir^l  ^Mircvdl  *ta 
■mIw  to  jHieUng  IB  «id  Is  tliaaa  aglttitinM,  b  t"  ny  to 

_ -rainalB  Id  yam  larrtwital  (ondlllua  udUI 

abfllt]r.  nan  pnpla,  ind  (In  na  it  lotal  ■ 

N-Ron.  TiUjlK  I.*niiri]E  of  Ohio,  to  KoIjiitI  S.  Clark,  Vtf 
■Mb,  103). 

L'^Anln.  If  laaaU  Ihit  tlis  ImmpEan  ano'tUulii'ai  la  not 
Vlni>(Hl>uaTnl.nrUir>paopU.  You  win  Mrw  vl'b  i»- 
E^  Bnat  ba  «nD«d«l-l£>t  tba  wsn/wi.  u(  Ut.  Mini  I. 

ic. naKia»nDa.    TIk  Impgrtul  Inqolrjr  H  whsl  la  Ibe 

'>ia  nta  I  Tbli  Kt  prarMxii  tur  Im  turmm  nt  Mlm. 
t  In  aaa  ona  lUrin  praxlla.  K«iMt  la.  nim  lb> 
iU«n  et  Iha  PnaldaaL.  adnltUdi  Imt  U  Iha  Mbar 
inlU,  ■  CbvB  H  la  darntd  and  Ml  Ihai  Um  paopla 
U4n  nht  dixln  admhriliB  usdarmddtLHniBptnii) 
Wo,'  Md  UhI  luatnimaal  b  vltbool  nllclll*— It  la 
.  IbnajUBiHllpeivlnlbrtthEHMiltnrniHad 
Id  Uwit  pnrfr  aa  tBIIj'  and  ■oa^faMr  Is  HUH  Ibr 
■dit^loalUiaUeonBlDB  nmaUhiUnB.u  Ibouitb  ttw  mi 
M  «p»Hly  pro*ldad  that  tha  ballgu  M  ba  uani  at  tba 


.  •  I*  dMld^d.  wUDb  an<in<KUnBabl]F  la  Iba  ttm. 

t,  wW  itM*  whatber  £»x  idll  anina  Inlo  lb*  tUlwn  aa 
"-*-,  wllb  Iba  Ijannaplaii  eoniUiniim.  u  whithar  IIh-x 
— 'B  u  a  larrttnrj  on"!  ih-»  bara  Ibv  ca^ajalia 


fmnx.  751 

BSD.  ffiwrBaiT  Hiuniu  i>r  Kcnlnck;,  In  Ibo  lleam  t 

•■IdMlni.ba)brawaliikatlii-i"1i-onthUl,lII.  tmnMrfs 
aUte  Ihi  ablirlloDa  I  hare  In  It.  Th--  I'lII  <li«<  ,iib.(;iiitlall]' 

of  KaiUM,  BOtwIlbattDdlDg  lb"  .Is-lririli.^ri   u<  Tiiy   trleml 
Mm  OkpJIb.  [Hr.  eupbrll',]  iTr'l  Ti'il..rilL-il.-i[ullhK  tbada- 

lh*drafthi(  of  Ibli  Mil  Ibrru  nn.-  >n  iTIi-nij.!  t^.  iimwTa 


n  •»«!»  loalo  U  di 


panaa  oT  ibahlaliirr  at  th*  I'U 
A«  KDna  of  Iha  proplB  of  Kv 
*DlH  (br  tha  rajacUoa  of  thla  p 

t/mintt  Vif.  I^fimj^rm  r-'^-'''->' 

pnpo«l(li>D,  you  "^'-'li  !■'■   ' 
■  ho  .Mllmliljh.  (,.<,-. 


..I  ,irr   IBUajJ 

■I. I  iliiiiyou. 


anlagM«Un«lbrallimIlona.»Fi'irir.'i.j 

by.lfpnpIWIIarbpSouTJiT     trir.  IM.-itir'Ti 
donnt  t*lid  too  bora  to  plftj  till' ft-.'ll-'iN;!!!.'' 

avBrlbay  want  to  de^^da  mo  to  tbcit  [ 
KorUtliDwmnj^nTwhwMlMM.i'iiU-'i. 


IRHi.  vhlta  IhMT  hut  tha  pnally  Iba  n«iml  hf  Ul  ont  to  Jhrni 
In  UmprapMlbm,  Ibat,  If  thw  dtd  sol  vwi>l  It,  IbaT  *f<-n» 
nM  k*  Htalllad  Inte  the  Onlna  BnUl-tbaiw  thnain  hi.  a 
pnyU'luB  lalUihi  dial  tarriiory  of  n 

*«>  ■ln<*  (lia 
■■■to*,  tapa^ 
mbi^iaUili 

^»lhr«lba  paopla  fnr  tbia 
•«r  Kami^MKl  thati-  MurprXKm 
•roia  llilM  Stalna.    Tlili.lt> 

■atJb  hj  ibaaa  pnMinlni:  Dai _ 

'thpaartnaLTIw  «li'd- Jmalli  and  hrmd.ijiaf' 


ill  rrji'i'l  tfala  nropnalMoB. 


."."j 


alala;  ia  Dn-nnbar  IbllDWIiig  ah<t  bu  pcimUU^u  i<ncrjj 

"So  holp  DwOodl  IT  I  wrra  ft  SnPliiTii  ■nBtt.'n  * 
M  It  BJ  OtlJ  to  oseo  teas.  ^Tort  mx«^.    ^  -qoW  'J- 
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piufiilon  of  It  find!  rapport  In  fomid  rMMm  and  In  wIm 
yraeedont,  Each  proTMon  finds  anthorUy  In  the  argu- 
■Mnts  and  TOtM  of  the  RepoblicanH,  In  refareno*  to  Kanaaa, 
at  this  Tery  Mwlon.  Hiin  bill  provide*  for  the  immediate 
adialwion  of  Kanaaii  nnder  the  Lecmnpton  coniititotinn.  pro- 
Tided  the  people  deiiire  it:  io  did  the  Crittenden  and  Mont- 
gomery amendments.  This  bill  prarides  for  a  donation  of 
eartaln  land,  if  the  state  should  be  orKanlaed;  so  did  the 
Uontgomery  amendment,  prescribing  the  same  land  and  the 
■une  conditions. 

**This  bill  provides  that  in  ease  the  state  be  not  now  ad- 
mitted, it  shall  have  the  rijifht  to  ask  admittanne  whim  it 
attains  the  requisite  population.  This  was  the  Republican 
■eheme  until  the  Democrats  adt^ted  IL 

**T1iiB  bill  provides  that  the  eonvention  shall  be  held 
mder  the  antnority  of  the  territorial  legiidatnra,  elected  by 
the  people. 

**The  Montgomery  aiuemlment  provided  that  It  should  be 
held  under  the  direction  and  oontrol  of  federal  officials. 

**This  bill  provides  that  the  new  oonstitucion  wher 
flmned,  shall  be  sent  to  Congress  prifir  to  the  admiMion. 

"The  Montgomery  amendment  provided  that,  upon  its 
temation,  without  being  sent  to  Googress  or  the  PresidL'ut, 
•0  matter  what  it  contained,  or  how  fraudulently  made. 
the  President  should  proclaim  Kansas  adutiUed  as  a  rtute 
under  it 

**  This  bill  is  very  similar  to  that  for  which  every  nepub> 
Ucan  voted,  and  wherever  it  dinars  from  It,  Ih  obviously 
■iiperior;  and  yet,  in  the  madn«*«  of  their  party  at>al,  tbey 
▼iUfy  it  and  its  supp<n-ters,  fiiivetting  that  every  epiUiet 
they  use  applies  to  their  own  handiwork,  and  every  motive 
ttiey  impute  will  account  for  their  own  votea** 

Hon.  GiOROB  E.  PUGB  of  Ohio,  in  the  Senate,  April  28th, 
185S. 

**  A  committee  of  conference  was  therefore  appointed,  and 
we  have  now  Wfore  Uii  the  agrwsment  of  that  committee. 
What  is  it?  I  do  not  yet  understand  imw  the  Senator  from 
Uichigan  means  to  interpret  thu  bill  now  proposed.  If  he 
undenitiinds  it  as  submitting  the  constitution  of  Kansas  to 
a  vote  of  the  people  by  nH  of  CongroM,  I  tell  him  that  such 
Is  not  my  inttTprftnri'on  at  nil.  We  have  not  the  power  to 
make  a  conjctitutlon  for  Kansas;  we  havn  not  the  power  to 
alter  one  which  hai  been  maile:  and  how,  therefore,  can  we 
prwirribe,  afti'r  the  people  have  acted,  the  manner  in  which 
tfapir  conotltutlon  shall  hi*  mtifled?  IIow  can  we  change  the 
mi.'thod  of  it.4  ratiflmtion  ?  Tliat  Is  as  mu''h  the  ai^t  of  the 
people  a-<  tho  cotitttitutitm  lt'>«'lf:  and  if  Conirrtus  nhouUI 
change  the  methoil  of  ratification.  It  woal«l  nf*HUine  the  ri;;ht 
to  niakp  or  unmnke  the  couhtitution.  Thitt,  therefore,  we 
cauTiot  do. 

*•  But  over  what  quostlon  hare  wi>  ninple  and  complete 
authority?    Over  the  •iiioHtiou  of  a«lmI.'»«'ion.    That  is  our 

^uciition:  it  l«  contiih-d  to  u«  by  Ui«'  Omrtltution  of  the 
fnitcd  Stat<'«,  An'i.  ron!«r><nii.ntly.  nrlu-u  it  wr«  Kt.ited.  at 
an  early  period  of  thi^  d(>bfttf.  that  Kan^.i-*  rame  liither  with 
a  petition  in  her  liunds.  1  stated  truly  the  prayer  of  the 
petit ic>n.  Not  th.al  we  Hh-mld  approve  h»*r  constitution,  or 
ratify  her  c<»nntitutioo,  or  nnuMid  her  ci>n>»tltntlon.  Snch 
was  not  the  petition.  Whnt  whs  it?  To  In*  admitted  int4.i 
the  Union  as  a  state:  that  wan  her  petition — nothing  elso. 
We  ctin  Rrant  the  petition,  or  wo  can  refuse  it.  We  could 
refuse  it  without  any  reference  to  h^r  cmtltution.  We 
may  refune  it  beitiu«<e  fhe  has  not  the  reijuiidte  population. 
We  may  refuse  it  l»emu.*f  the  boundariMS  jirojtowd  are  lin- 
prop«»r.  We  may  refnxe  It  her.nniM?  the  Hdminsion  of  the 
territory  as  a  iitate  would  ilisturh  the  peaceable  n'lations  of 
the  other  states.  Why.  fir.  wo  have  «in  your  table  n  pro- 
poiied  conntitution  fi»r  titah :  and  if  it  were  ou  Itn  fare  entirely 
unobjectionable.  I  would  not  vote  to  admit  that  territ«iry 
into  the  IJuixn  as  a  Htitu.  I  would  vote  on  that  question 
wholly  regardlfimof  what  the  constitution  contains  or  omits. 
I  would  voto  agaln!«t  Utjih  iH^CJiu-m  I  «lo  not  wish  t«>  admit 
into  the  Union  as  a  soven-icn  community  thon;  who  debase 
themselves  to  the  level  of  tlie  bruteii.  I  would  reject  her 
without  any  reference  to  h«»r  niuHtitution.  The  rl^ht  of 
admi«^ion,or  the  power  of  ailmisfion.  U  rep«»>M"i  In  ConcreSK. 
It  Is  a  ptiwer  not  to  be  almstMl.  If  \a  a  jHJwer  to  Im«  u.<i*d 
riehtly,  to  be  uwid  with  due  diseretion ;  and  thHreP)re, 
aithoujrh  1  ohdm  it  aw  an  aiwulnte  jiower  r»»pos4-«.l  in  U!«,  I 
agree  that  to  cNtabli.-ih  any  t>v-t  of  liiMi-riininiition  N-twi-fu 
the  state«  already  in  tb«'  Union,  would  1h>  a  (rn^Hs  abuse  and 
outrage.  At  the  formiitii>n  of  th»  Ft^ieral  Constitution, 
s<»me  of  the  ntnte.-t  w«'rii  ^!a\>'lioIilintf  ami  som*'  non-iilave- 
holding  slal<-s;  and  I  l«eli.-ve  tluit  V*  reji't-t  a  new  nl4«te  !»*•- 
caiiHt;  .'lie  is  eith<*r  a  8lHvi'ho1ilin<:  or  non-Klaveholiiin-^  ritute, 
wonl'l  K«  to  nbu^e  the  ptiwi-r  vi-.-tiHl  in  Con'.rreSH  >>y  the  Con- 
stitution. *••**•♦** 
*•  1  h.Hve  aln'a<Iy  K.iid  thiit  «••  p:iHs  no  juii^ment  up«»n  the 
constitution  of  Kani'a<<  eX'-fpt  tmlHclarethat  it  in  republican 
Inform.  Our  act  U  the  lulminsii^n  of  tliu  Ktati';  and  we 
€<mld  ailmit  her  willioul  any  eonntitution  if  she  had  ouly  u 
form  of  g(»Ternment  in  actual  oiveration.  What  did  thu 
.JuAtor  aUlrBlU)  heour  duty  In  thecastt?    lie  sold  if  there 


wH  any  dlspnte  as  to  the  dsffre  of  the  |MOpla  of  Kauai  ti 
be  admitted  into  the  Unkm,  to  be  admitted  now,  ft  wms  ow 
dnty  to  refcr  that  question— the  qnesHon  of  admiaahwi  li 
a  plain,  lafo,  unmistakable  manner  of  deelskm  by  Che  pecfli 
of  Kanras  themselves.  The  committee  of  confrrvnr**,  ttaair^ 
fore,  has  answered  the  Senator's  own  demand  when  ha 
spoke  on  the  23d  of  December  last.  The  qneetloa  of  tal 
disputed,  the  only  question  is,  whether  the  peoplvof  KassM 
desire  to  be  admitted  now.  That  Is  the  question  reteied  ■ 
them  by  this  bill. 

**  In  a  very  able  argument  doliverMl  by  one  of  mf  co^ 
leagues  In  the  other  Liouse  [Mr.  Oroi*slieck  \  it  was  ww^ 
fctiX»id  that  the  people  of  Kansas  might  have  Ufen  disiiUMS 
in  June  last,  to  come  into  the  Union,  bat  still  bad  a  right  to 
change  their  opinions  and  vote  otherwise,  lie  aaid  tkia^M 
they  had  a  right  to  present  ns  a  petltton,  they  had  a  i%hl 
to  withdraw  it  at  any  time  before  aceeptaoce. 

*'  Well,  sir,  1  concur  in  that.  Admlieiun  is  the  art  of  hoA 
parties.  They  moat  ask,  and  wo  are  to  grant.  And  whea 
we  were  about  to  grant,  the  Senator  fnen  Mkhigan  saM  wi 
ought  to  be  snrethat  the  peitple  desired  admlMdoD  now 
lie  exxtressed  It  aa  strongly  as  I  have  uid.  lie  deebiei 
that  although  the  people  might  say,  *  wa  are  wllllag  to  Ilea 
under  this  I^eeompton  eunstitution  when  we  get  rea^J  tt 
be  a  state,'  they  hail  also  a  rieht  lo  say, '  w«  an*  not  nti&f 
to  lH>muie  a  ^ tate  now.'  The  Hoom  bill  prociwds  oo  the 
same  idea.  It  provides  that  when  a  new  cunvt-niiuo  sliaO 
lie  aNseubled  in  Kansas,  the  first  queetiim  dectded  shall 
be  whether  they  will  come  into  the  Union  at  that  llaa 
Let  me  read  It : 

"  *  When  so  aasemhled,  the  convention  shall  first  detemine 
by  a  vote  whether  it  is  tlie  wish  of  the  proporw<d  Slate  tt 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  at  that  time;  and  If  so,  khall 
proceed  to  form  a  couslilulion.  and  talie  all  nervseaiy  stepa 
for  the  estabUfhrneut  of  a  state  goveriununt,'  4e. 


"  I  relate  this  to  show  tlut  the  qn^stton  nf  admiesino 
no  necessary  connexion,  so  far  as  Omjrress  Is  eonevrecd, 
with  the  constitutloii  of  the  state,  and  to  sh'iw  that  the 
Senator  fh>m  Mirbl^an  ItimsHlf  drew  the  dlstlnetlon :  that 
he  inslHteit  upon  it :  that  it  vxprenud  the  bnnlen  of  his  t^ 
jectioii  to  the  Senate  bill. 

**  The  constitution  of  Kansas  had  been  KnrmMi  wb#a  slM 
applied  f!>r  adnilatlon.  In  the  case  of  an  enabling  art  Uiet 
specifies  the  terms  of  ailmis»l»n  before  the  constitution  fi 
made;  but,  In  the  prei^>nt  cni*^,  the  constitution  was  flnt 
made.  The  con«titution  was  bruuiiht  tti  us,  and  th^  Senalnr, 
by  the  term*  of  his  argument,  arknowUilired  that  the  4fo» 
stitntion  mitiht  l>e  perf'Vtly  accepi;it»le,  and  yet  the  people 
of  Kanca-  raiitht  hotdesin*  to  Iv  admiiteil:  an  I.  thervforSi 
he  inidr-ti'd.  and  I  .iirree  with  hhu.  tliat  tli*'  qui^^tlon  '^•f  ad- 
mittim:  the  slati*  wa«  a  pmper  one  f  irl*oni:n'»>j*.  and  t>tally 
(litl'erent  from  the  queiitlMn  of  retening  the  o  nMtltutlon  tc 
the  people  for  mtitv'ation. 

"  Now,  I  s-HV  the  bill  reported  by  the  commllt*-*  of  epo- 
ference  is  a  hill  t«i  as^ertiln,  in  a  plain  and  unmiRt«kal>le 
manner,  aro^nltni;  to  thf  Senator's  own  demand,  whether 
the  people  of  Kansa.'*  (lf>in!  to  come  into  llic  Union  now.  I 
read  from  the  first  juirt  of  its  first  section  : 

"  'That  the  question  of  sdmi5Miun.  with  the  f 'Ilowing  pro 
positiims  in  lieu  of  the  ordiuaiiee  frani<'d  ut  Iiecf>mptrin.  la 
submittdi  to  a  vote  of  the  pi^*ple  of  Kanra.*.  and  luavntsd 
to  by  them,  or  a  maj<irity  of  tlie  vt)terN  votiui;  at  an  rlirctJui 
to  be  held  for  that  pun>(*se.' 

"Tliat  the  question  of  a<lm1xsion  W  submitted  to  the 
people  of  K.tn'uf.  Aimin,  let  me  read  in  rrforence  to  the 
vote  upon  this  question: 

"  •  At  the  said  election  the  votinc  shall  be  by  balloC  and 
by  endorsing  on  bis  ballot,  as  each  voter  may  p]i<ise.  *n^ 
)iOK|tion  arcepted,*  or  •propo>lti«m  rejected.'  r<h<>uM  a 
majority  of  the  votes*  cant  Ih«  for  •  propouitlon  arcvpt*^.'  lbs 
Preiitdent  of  the  Unite>i  ."^tatfi,  as  ai<m  as  the  fivt  i«daly 
madf  known  ti>  him,  (ihall  annonnre  the  Minte  by  prorie 
mat  ion.  and  thi>renfter  .luii  witb'>Mt  any  further  pn^vcd 
in'.;**  on  the  part  of  Cont;r(>?F,  the  .■««imi>'<ti<>n  of  the  ^Tateot 
KanH.14  into  the  Uniou  uf-in  an  i^iual  fw-ting  with  lbs 
oriurlnal  states  in  all  P'spin'ts  whatever,  »>hail  bv  eagpkts 
and  absolute.' 

**  And  again: 

•••  Hut  nhonld  H  majority  of  the  vrfe*  eaat  b^  for  "prro. 
sitioti  rej>^*teil,'  it  shHli  bf  deemed  and  h*-M  that  the  p*^  |<le 
of  Kiin«aR  do  not  denlre  ailmi'sion  Into  th«-  Union  wlilk  ■»:! 
con<<titutirin  uniler  the  ctinilltion*  M-t  firtli  in  «ai-l  pr  |i**). 
tion.  anil  In  th.il  event  the  people  of  ••hM  trrniory  are 
hereby  nnthorlxe*!  and  em|*owenr«l  to  furui  tor  th*nnsi-ii<-f  a 
coni«lituti(>n  and  stale  g>)vurnmi'nt.' 

*>  So  in  referenci!  to  th«>  convention  tn  tv  called  lu^naftrr 
undt-r  the  coufer>'n«'e  bill.  Thalc<»iivention.  when  aM,nui'irJ, 
\A  first  to  deteruiine  by  a  vot<>  whether  it  I.'  the  wish  of  *hm 
people  of  Kansas  to  be  adnlttsd  inUi  the  Union  at  thai 
time,    go  In  the  preamble: 


nUdun  0/  Kid  UnUarj  Inlu   llw  Lnlan  Ibiinna,  u  ■     Uut  il  ItifnlllUIr  irqulnl  U 


«%  |ivflijrc«»  that  It 


IT™   "i"^ 


tDl  w.  Il»/a»  ri«ht  to  |*u  OB  Ih.  qgMl°B  of  adnib*  "T?™'??';  'S.')!^.jr"J^v  "^  ™Bd«t  .nd  ■h.JTM 

>,  Hd  wUbMt  »j  »fcrJi»  w  Uw  '.iiixMll.tkm.  u  tb.  '*"^"^^'';*»  >^'""  •  *"•«""-  >i»  ■»  «•'•  P™» 

■tn hlBKir  hu  rlmoifd.    liuinnuli.Il»r>t>ir..»ltl«  »«ll>i  *EfnU™!  ">•«■»< 'l"i>l  ™  ui^Ib  Iwr  Mt 

rind,  ■•  tlu  »«it.nr  hii  dwM.  llmt  t  h»  iwi^B  of  Kuw  ;"■  "IT??'^  ""  S      •I??!^ J?.'  "^■.  °.'"°: "  'iT* 

InM bondoltta.!  iBw.  -. miilt  thu .|U«tlDii. >i>l  am  ?T!°'i.'"i,"li'**  ''.•™*"'''« •L5:'JJ^ ™?'»- 

«n<ordlMrpro.«lb»»n>fcl<illon^  NaMrnooldot  jd-l«jJ -tt*  «» <llrtl»rt  OB*»*«idlB(  th»t  Uili  1.  ** 

isrS'.sy'sr."';sfr;„'s^d":Ji.iJ.r^2;:  u™^-T:r^tS.T«;s;,^s,sss'X'S,'<?s:: 

b*  llHdr  RpnHoUtlnt  lu  Ik.  Ifd^atani.  In  Ih.  paUn  "•■  •■WF"-  "'  «"»"  !*»  wMltt uUon  fruied  M  Logoap. 

aS  nnnntloD  M.  >i»l  l.y  tMr  driinif  l>  r«,.Wllot  """ '"  '™', "  Xl""  "".t*  "'  "'.^^IjrJL"  *?  "2" J 

KM  ftj  lkmwl»,  U»  »«pl«  tol  tirtena  (o  nU  bb«i  „|J3i[„"^j„l7j,  "^ThM  .1^'hlII  no  liSU  ■  lodttnt 

iiMwHtii.oir'rwd'^'V^'^l^th^^Bn  S^."lI^,f?fc,^■'J?^"'"f  l!!""'"^="'^"™ 

lrnpm*"lB(lTr<lnllH  l<«l>Utn&  aii^  In  tb*  p  -(-.  i^  ,h.,  fcii.  ^ «,,  .i. ._ 

i,u<thMn  nniMnolaJb-rll:  tbillf  UHMd- 
WMtnbtlTn  hul  Bi><  Iriilj  Eipiwml  (bi  will  ol 
^  It  m  upeirtu«i-\  but  Ihii  we  odM  ipiJ; 
My.  bMW*  n  hid  nil  eowM-.    Wo  amr  obj-^l 
tfnlr.  w  but,  I  R^rr  lUd  (or  ■  miimi^l— to  onr  r 

~  thit  ha 

Mi  Mmidii,  utandii  eamolllcd  tn  thui  tor'lbrr  reorini 

And  Ki,  Ht,  thr  oppanmli  oT  tbi*  U11  biia  aaiviifd 

iltfbt.  or  nlxNl  nut,  b."  Roimi^  Iw  iba  irrili.  tMBwliw,  .1  •'"T  •»«",  In  JwrJ  <"  ""j  MoipWnt, 

■  (S»IKull.a Ito^r    Tl-il. th.lt own qarMun ;  tl..t  ;^»^ '"hTr-'u^r^itTtiTm-^I'i^il.fl.l  HBltf.VSS 

nd'uUw.l w."' ih^ dwin., iLk  ■^i^tC'tald. ^'  ^'''""' ""',"'""'*■  ""^  5''*T"  f)  "'^"^  "^'  '''»*'■!' 

«.illuUn>.  oMM  t«(Id;  ar--na <| JnUi-.n  -hlrb  w-  l!"(^^uJ^l,°of ° dm"^"!^  irthlr'  A'l"°"'nll&;  u!" 

Sr.'wr'^'bllSlV^i.^JlllI'CfiM'^litfSlllS  IfjS.tlluw'^rflk'^  L«.=.pl«i.ou..itmtn!»pr«S 

■d  IbaUnwbUI;  pivHrtkiuvlHt  hvp^BtiaLlii  rtrh,       -■»...[»  i,"?  b_j^»,- i- *--,  tu   ., i    -*  n-     ^  >  j^ 

i_»M.n.,in.to««,u.j.K^»,..it  ,i:5."'',i;-;!l-w"^"'.,ri'"'.5"T™K'" 


Lt  f^'Usn-K'  hflit  tl 
UOB,  .nd  It  h  m  pi 

dn  nut,  rrmlt  Ih*  mntlllBlloB 

B  Dial  vinl.)  br  ti  t[  dsta  Ibi 

. .  dcnM.  tbat.  In  Tatlnu  upon 

wbkb  n  lind  a  right  to  mnlt. 


rna  Kr>  Ilimi*h[n  [Mr.  Ilali]  nada  a 
11*  BtuBUr  fnim  Hkhlina.    U*  bU  Itait 

■laTrhohllnitalilr.    VndmMfdlr^  BobodT 
Ihi'  dIfflcullT  ■•  (bat  rh«  hii  uiil;  applM 


BllMiiniiiiB   NnInBl.4T   l-UT-wp  mlirht  Wrirn  '  "'"■''     »>>l< '■l>  "ban  >•  tb<  lltluXIn  nT  tbati     KanMata 
SJr^"'*?;  ■-7™/?.'.:  '^' l "!  ?_'.■??:  ?"!?  ;?^    »  maalB  a  t«TlloiT  nmn  •he  hu  a  DoDDlatlon  .uBIdnt. 


Id  il  III 


-■■     ,  w..i.ir-  ■ 


iillaMal  ahaHBila  ihg 
an  J  ao  Hja  Iba  ivnatur 

1,^     III.  _i..ji.  i-uBitarial.    WhinAm.  Ihrii, 
i>aMI-at    *»  It  a  ttih. 

nit  Ifbwr..   '    .-b.iof.lJ.'™tf-w.nUd  ioto°M 

!>«'•«)' ««"t"; 


I  Uul.«.a1i-  Mwuld 


■     iflfci  I- 

nna-  nilwltli-l.  IIm 

Iv  Ih-  CMl 


•iiBthntiatnrstlKUl 
ahuBt  aHimTtap;  or  dlnp- 
doB,  thar  Ul  bito  aa  odd 


InaUfOMtordajiaiidall  Ihii*  ''nmTiiii  iiii  lata  aaaii 

prnelalm  ibi  hrt.    I  au<pwl  th-y  tpnak  tha  tralb.  Bad 

mir  tbat  wa  erimnllbO  a  fnat  nbilahe.  In  Julj,  I8M.  vhrs 

in  m  &r  rlcllBl  tu  thvlr  rbiarir  »  lu  lotnduca  and  aiJi^it 

tlw  ToDiabablU.   Ilailii«  lu  jM-\rd,  bowcnr.  on  tha  m-.ct 

Rinnnlapnntbiilia^iiurtbBTooBUbm.  1  lUul  h«v  liKtaf, 
In  KdamprloD  oT  ai^r  ptomlap,  to  toIv  Pt  tJia  ailmlflFilon  a/ 
Kanam  umlrr  [ha  l^ovptnn  ennitliuUnn,    But  I  n->vtf 


Hon.  jKBi  A.  Qcmi:)  of  Wi^HlppI,  In  tho  Ilouag  of  X» 
•raKBtallTn. 

Hr.QimfH.  Will  th>innt1-inana]l<»mrtaiarBtar 
rnni'  In  rrplf  to  hl>  BiHTnlBlluna  on  m;  pnalltoa  • 


of  KanMaDBdaT  tha  LtronirtiHi 
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the  tdoptlon  or  n^ertlon  of  th«  mnstltntlon.  the  roflre  (>b- 
Jeetlonablc  becaiue  that  ref(>r«nc«i  Ifl  not  mailo  to  the  qnarf 
■OTMviKQty  which  acted  upon  that  iiifttruniunt  orii^lnally, 
BOr  to  tn«  people  actln;;  nndor  an  nnmnizefl  uDvemmont,  but 
to  a  diflorganix<*d  maM  of  Toi«n,  who  can  nut  (ipetak  for  the 
■OTordjCntv  of  A  »tatc. 

I  opp«iw  the  moaNiire.  In  the  pe«^»ii.l  plac<*.  heeaiiM*  It  in 
%  eODceaidon  npon  thin  qnontloD  which  I.  an  a  Suuthvm 
man,  am  not  pr«pare«i  to  ntako.  1  roL'.-inl  thin  rontoNt  an  a 
nere  Incident  to  the  nl-ivi^rjr  qn»*!<Mon.  I  nm  ilefimnn  of 
«eeln^  this  gn'at  ianun  h«*tw«^n  Hif  North  nii'l  Sonth  ttrou«;ht 
/>  flih-,  tioneiit.  and  final  Birrtlcnitfnt,  which  Rhnll  fi>r  t^vvr 
rMO^mlae  the  full  <.-on9titutk>ii.il  e<|iiiillty  of  thi*  Htavehold- 
injE  atatcs.  If  wo  can  come  tn  torniis  n<>  man  In  the  Iloiuie 
will  rejoice  room  thin  T.  Tf  we  cannot  )i*t  um  Mcpamtn. 
Theie  are  the  main  reajtons  why  I  oppoNH  thin  bill. 

I  will  anawer  the  other  quMtlon  propounded  by  the  iron- 
tleman,  that  I  look  upon  th«  arc  of  the  people  of  Kanma  an 
eomplete— M  an  act  of  quasi  eorerelgnty,  with  the  consent 
of  the  United  8tAte«,  In  the  formation  of  a  constitution.  I 
regard  that  act  asi  complete  and  binding  upon  the  people  of 
Kansas,  and  as  the  only  voice  that  we  have  received  here  in 
regard  to  their  will,  i  have  opposed  the  reforence  of  thn 
whole  question  back  to  the  people  of  Kanms,  or  even  to  any 
political  power  in  Kansas;  and  I  oppose  it  now  the  more  b«- 
eause  it  is  simply  a  reference  back  to  the  individnal  men 
who  may  be  entitled  to  Tote  at  the  time  thi.H  Tote  1^  to  be 
taken.  These  are,  in  short,  some  of  the  Tt«sons  why,  with 
all  resport  fir  the  opinions  of  my  political  fHcnds,  I  cannot 
•npport  this  bill.  I  will  not  take  any  more  of  the  gentle- 
man's Umu  by  saying  more. 

Letter  of  lion.  Eu  8.  SnOBTza  of  Alabama,  in  defimce  of 
his  Toto  on  the  Gonfinrence  Bill  to  admit  Kansas  into  the 
Union. 

House  of  Kenrcsentatives, 

Washini^ton,  June  4, 1868. 
TO  the  BJitor  of  tho  Abberille  Advertiser  :— 
The  bill  lt«>elf.  when  properly  understood,  cannot  Iw  onn- 
■trued  a«  making  any  concesi<iun  to  the  Xorth.  It  embodies 
no  C'lmpromise  of  th**  plavery  question,  so  ftir  as  the  S^>uth  U 
ooncemed.  If  there  be  in  it  any  element  of  a  •  mmpnjniise.' 
It  is  the  first  triumph  the  8outh  haii  ever  nchieTe<l  orer 
the  North  In  that  line;  for  by  the  hill,  the  North  has  been 
compelled  to  consent  that  Uiviy-Utre-if  thouMml  pvple  in 
Kans€vt  may  be  ailmittcti  into  tlie  Union  a^  a  state  with  a 
pro-tl'tr^ry  ctmftitidi'm^  while  they  cinnnt  Iw  admitte<I  rs 
an  aviiylnrt'rt/ xtifr  until  thi*y  number  ninfty-thrrp  thnnxaml 
muJs.  l1i»!  truth  i«  that  Kan-HR  w.m  nln^aily  pmrfimUij  \n*\. 
to  the  South  as  a  «lnve  ijtate — not  by  any  iiction  of  Om-rr-'M, 
but  iMH^urto  the  F^l*e■^^oiU'^^^  hail  litrr.nlly  taken  tlie  t»'rritory. 
Had  Con^e.tg  alinitt'id  Kansas  int>.>  th«'  Union  and  con- 
sented to  di^nale  lier  th»"  Imnitii-thrtit  milfion  *•/  ncrt*  of  the 
puMic  lan«l"«  whii'Ii  Kh»«  (hmittuhd  in  Iht  oniinance  ns  a  }>irt 
of  fi'ir  prtijfKUti'm  to  r')mo  in.  the  imm«-<lliite  efTeet  wnuld 
nsT"'  bt-en  the  alN>lltion  ttf  Hlavery  in  Kaii!<\!*.  tlie  electi'm 
of  tho.-io  ai>olition  eut-thnntK  Lanf  and  llnl'iu^on,  or  otiit^r* 
of  tlie  tmtiw  Iciilncy,  to  tlie  Senate,  an-l  auoUuT  lUa<*k  Kt»- 

fiuhliran  to  the  House.     It  wa«»  WfW  l%nown  Ihrat  the  Ab'»ll- 
oni^ti   held  a  m.njorliy  hi  the  Kansaa   li-Kislatuit^.     Are 
Southern  men  so  extrvni^ly  anxiouH  t^  incrva**^  iht.  drciuith 

?f  nnr  e.n^mift  in  O^nsrt'H"  a.-*  to  !>••  willlni;  to  liitufHtf  the. 
%inn  for  that  purpit.<i'T  Surely  not.  It  wouM  bo  monj 
tenciMe  to  talk  alN>ut  diiMtf>lvint;  It  In^cause  there  are  nlniidy 
so  many  in  Conj»ref».  You  shmilJ  al!«.>  rememUT  that  at 
the  time  the  cnfereni'e  Mil  berume  a  law.  the  ]i«o|i|e  of 
Kan!4a.s.  uniler  the  auMiority  of  an  art  of  her  lej^l-tlature. 
had  eIert«Hl  «1»^Ief:atu8  to  anoihi>r  conjititntional  rimvi'ntion: 
that  eonvention  h.id  aMxmihled  and  ado|«ti'd  another  couRtl- 
tutl'iQ  by  whi«'h  slavery  woj?  Pt  ever  a'vfilished  in  KnU'Ui.o, 
and  the  eh^'llTe  franchise  cnnr»*rre«l  rvt-n  uiK»n  negitx-^I 

Tli'»  Kr^'at  priif'ipl''  for  which,  durin;^  thf  jin^ent  *!SHion. 
the  f*')uthern  memhers  in  Consfress  have  (Y^ntend<>d  in  this 
Kan*cis  rontmri*r«y  wa««,  that  no  utate  .xhonli]  b«»  nfrnmi  ad- 
mi-Klon  into  thu  Union  beraus^  of  .^Ijivery  In  it*  r«»n-«titntli»n. 
The  ponfi'n'n'e  bill  wvnres  for  u*  the  n*eoijnitlon  of  that  prin- 
cipl»«.  while  the  font's  of  onr  i«nenil«';»  ar»»  nrit  utrenirthened 
•  in  t"V'n}rn"»s.  Thore  wa«  a  lilnrt  vote  in  the  II>»us»f  of  lifprc- 
ientntive".  on  a  ni'ition  Mil  mi  It  ti"!  by  the  notorious  (iitMintr>, 
to  vj^rt  Kiin^fK  toUh  hi-r  prthflivTi/  rnvftHuti'in.  (V)nj;re»«R 
r'fu*i'i  to  vp-ft  her.  Th"  bill,  a-t  it  finally  p:i"«<Hd.  a''i:ept8 
the  I<»'con«i»ton  ronptitutr-n  as  thi*  cfinRtitution  nf  th»»  pt'ople 
of  Kansas — Hiak"«  no  obj^rlion  to  it  bni-Hu^e  it  rero^ni»'S 
slavery;  iuhnitx  the  stab-  into  the  T'nion  nnier  that  consti- 
tution, to  tiike  I'fTeet  by  pnK'lsmation  of  lh«*  l*ref»iilt;nt  of  the 
Unireil  St.ite"  whenever  ht«  i!«  offldally  notlflnd  that  the  \h^\- 
pie  of  Knn«>as  have  ilifidfi  by  an  ebi'tion  to  ai'«i"pt  the  vftint 

?itnvfity  of  pnb'ie  lau'l*  .'»llowi»ii  to  tlie  oth^r  «tat»H  wh"n 
hey  w»»re  admitted.  in«teu<l  of  the  'Ui>nnnu.i  fimnt  fftir*-titv- 
Oktv  itiiVifm  ff  arrrx,  whif^h  KanjiaH  ih\mnvhil  and  rJtim^l 
Of  a  pnri  of  h^r  prnpn/tition  for  admi-sion.  Apvendinl  ti»  tliN 
latter  you  will  find  a  eiipy  of  the  ordinan<v  pasveil  i>y  the 
conrentlon  that  fhuned  i\\'*  Kan^aii  constitution.  Hy  refer- 
•■ce  to  St  you  will  see  that  Kansas  po«ltivi>]y  asserts  that 


she  has  an  inwfo«W«f  HnM  to  tax  withfa  bvr  llmfti  tto 
lands  belomriuK  to  the  United  States  whenwtr  sh*  i»  »^ 
milted  into  the  Union,  and  propowm  tn  rvlinqubh  tlMtT^lir 
if  the  omdilinnt  which  ^he  imp-^^-**  'sbnll  bo  acrertci  mJ 
ain^tal  to  by  the  Concreis  of  the  UnltiNl  State*.'  Hkttan 
thoM  omdiiinnsF  A  demand  that  (^inirrttia  sAnll  iclve  hsra 
cert.ain  quantity  of  our  puMi''  ltnd«.  vhlrh  tb**  Commissi— *t 
of  the  Gt'neral  I/snd  OllHre  ha«  itfttiriaUy  «»tiaiaWd  we«M 
amount  to  ticentif-lhr^  millioH  if/m-rm/  The  eoiifvninee  UXL 
atlmits  Kansas  fully  into  the  Union  as  a  slavf  stnti-,  biitflnl 
r«'quir«*K iii'r  to  n>linquiKh  her  n««erti'<i  r1}:lil  to  tax  thv poJIk 
domain,  or  to  lay  claim  Iberfto:  mihI  <'fr«TS  to  rive  her.  la 
oo!i>{deration  of  that  rvliui4ni<«hmeiit,  the  utiutl  *ji&un*ii§ «t 
Innd^  that  haw  lie^n  given  to  the  new  stattii.  SurJi  0* 
ditvm*  have  always  been  Imposed  by  (VmgreM  vh«n  a  sbts 
wa.s  ailmitted  into  tlie  Union,  and  in  nu  tingle  imakimeekm 
thf  rulf  item  raritd. 

Many  of  Mir  papers,  I  observe,  have  allnd^d  to  the  fell 
that  Minnf>8(jta  has  lieen  fully  admlttf>tl  into  the  Ui 


while  Kansas  is  kept  In  a  state  of  sosiient^,  until  h»r  wstk 
ratify  the  clutn^^^o  propooKd  by  Cotti^rviM  in  her  land  Ml^ 
nance.  Thb,  to«t.  liaii  btwn  uufhiriy  urgisd  ta  breed  dtwa 
tent  in  the  public  mind  at  the  fonth  agalnrt  bar  fUlhfU 
represpiitaliri'rt  iu  (>>ngresi«.  I  was  oppnHed  to  the  ailmisriBa 
of  Minnesota,  as  the  record  shows.  I  had  Mvefal  irnnd  aai 
snAldsnt  reaM>ns  to  impel  me  to  that  coursv.    But  It  Is  pn^ 

Cer  for  roe  to  Kty  here,  that  Minnesota  eapwsaiy  conw lai 
y  an  art  of  the  conventimi  tliat  fkvmed  her  roiwtitutlau, 
to  relini^iih  tlie  rifrht  of  taxation,  Ac  upon  Ute  aame  fciw 
and  far  tJif  mm«  tfwmtUn  o/  land  that  OongrvMi  notr  oCri 
to  Kansas.  Hence  it  appears  that  there  i*  notblnf  la  the 
a«lU)ission  of  Minnesota  which  ran  \\e  fairly  np«^l  to  pfon 
that  an  unjust  diHcrimination  has  been  made  agalBfl 
Kansaa 

Afcain,  it  has  h<vn  asserted  by  some  Kentlmiev  of  A^ 
tinction  in  Alabama,  and  who  nuieht  to  have  known  bcttir. 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  l\)nirress  to  admit  Kanaaa  Intodw 
Union  on  equal  term;!  with  the  orifpnal  UiifUrn  lidfra.  and 
that  l>ecauNe  auch  conditions  appert^nlnir  to  the  ricfatof 
taxation  and  to  the  useful  and  eminent  domain,  wciv  sol 
impoivd  upon  ihotf.  states,  that,  MfTv/rirp,  no  such  cooditloui 
should  be  reqnireil  of  Kansasi  Tlie  anewer  is  shnply  tfaia 
Tlie  ori^'inal  thirtetfii  states  were  each  *ntnrign  ma  indt^ 
])rwl^nt  ff'nymm''nt»  tiefore  they  cnteriMl  InD)  the  Feditil 
compact  and  formci  tlie  Union.  Tlio  lands  were  the  aW^ 
lute  pn.»p».'rty  of  tlie  several  i<tat?<.  rei^iectlvely,  in  wWrk 
they  were  Idcatinl.  It  is  dlfTerent  In  Kansaa  and  all  lbs 
other  states  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  UnkMi.e] 
ln>»  T^xas. 

f^he  wa^  a  soTerel-rn  independent  govprnment  at  the 
time  of  h'T  annnxatiou.  and  still  n>talns  all  ff  her  p«l>lic 
land^.  The  pnblir  domain  in  KanMk<  i>«*lon^  t<i  thi*  perfJt 
of  all  the  litalHti — to  thi*  people  of  .\laV4Uiia  .ind  <2t-^»riri«*s 
wfll  .as  of  \fw  York  anil  Ohio.  Conjcres*  ai-ts  nii»rklv  ai 
thvir  ngf'nt.  and  it  i«  lt,i  'My  to  prttf-^  th-*  prr^p^rtv  lYtlie 
|»f<>plu  of  the  ivvernl  <.tat<>;<.  an^l  not  to  «qiiaiider  It  \»x  rvrk- 
I*'!*-  donatiijns  to  tlie  nirw  iit;it«>«,  men-ly  N-eau^e  thi-T  de- 
mand it,  to  fnahlf  tliiMo  to  F>u(i]><'>rt  a  xtate  ipivcrnnit'Dt.  It 
was,  thi.'n-Pirc.  I  cont«Mi  I.  the  duty  of  CV.inur^«  to  r«-JT<t  lhi» 
lan-l  onlinanc*'  Hul)niltt<-d  by  Kansas.  Tlif  original  S-ntV 
lijll.  whi'-h  was  wannly  supp^rtml  ly  the  saui**  preHW  in 
the  .^'^Mith  which  now  dVnounc<>  the  ciinf«'rerire  bill,  r-^*iri 
tlie  Land  pro}>otiition.  .ami  prr»viii>>ii  f  tr  thf  adroi«iq->n  of 
Kanifas  uitoii  the  '^spreM  vmdititm  that  said  rtate  fdmi: 
never  interf*>re  with  the  primary  di-'i^ Mai  of  thi*  pulili'Ian  t*. 
or  with  any  r«)gulatlon!i  which  Obntfress  may  ftn-1  ni^vsnry 
for  i«>curiu^  the  title  In  said  lands  to  the  hmn  Hd^  par-lLva-?* 
and  iHTintecs  thereof,  or  imitftf^  nr  Wry  tiny  tir.  •ifx-*fmfsi. 
or  imposition  of  any  devription  whatever  U)Hin  them,  '^r 
other  prrtperty  of  the  Unitt;fl  .*<tates.  within  the  lim:l«  -.f 
saiil  state:  and  nothin*^  iu  this  act  shall  In*  c  Mxctrwt  ss  «n 
afnt'nt  hy  Omf/nnu  tn  all,  nrtn  any  of  Ihr  prr*f0,nti'-n.*  ..r  rtn'V 
contained  In  the  oniinance  auuexe«l  to  the  maid  ci>n«tituti-w 
of  the  jKKiple  of  Kannav.  Ac' 

Supi>f)«i>  that  bill  h.-vl  pas*e<I.  was  Kanin«/H/'.v  admlttH 
into  tlo>  rnioii  ?  Not  without  some  tH^itf^fn^nt  a,'tifm,  wlwn^Vv 
(•he  ratifii-«l  thechan^  in  her  land  pp.ipositi«^n  and  <>^nA»ntrd 
to  the  rrtruiiti/m*  Imp<Wt>d  by  fVinirn»*s.  Hut  it  Ij-  ai;ain  sai-l. 
that  Kansii4  would  havi*  bt-fn  a  ^itale  in  the  Vn«''«n  ni>ler  tli* 
jN-nate  bill,  whenever  the  It^dsiature  had  t-|«-ti«|  thrir  ?«eM- 
tor«.  ami  sent  them  on  to  Wa«hinirton.  That,  I  subinit.  \> 
vieMln^r  the  whole  question.  It  a^lmits  that  it  was  ne^vsrary 
fur  Kamtas  to  dt*  tnmethiug  tn  siisnifV  her  nmtrnt  to  the  !■■«!■ 
n>quired  by  Con>rn«'«".  If  the  ANilition  lexi^Iatarv  in  Kan- 
«SR  hail  refu!w«d  to  eh-ct  th»-ir  .*»«*nstnrs,  i^  send  any  Repr^ 
tientntives  to  Washinifton.  and  had  deri'lMl  that  thev  wrM 
niit  acci>pt  the  ti'rras  of  ('iMi-.'n'R-*  in  r»«^piTt  to  the  lands,  th*^. 
itndir  /'f  .v:  tvU.-  hiH  i*.-fr!f  Kan-a:*  WfMiId  ^till  bavf  had  'Jie 
IKiw.»r  indfrrctly  to  di-feat  a  state  iniiernnient  undi*r  th» 
L><fmpton  ctinntitntion— an<i  ^uch  action  may  have  be«« 
baw.l  un«m  their  hiK.tility  to  ^lavrry.  Si>.  umieV  tbt*  cv^frr 
ence  bill,  if  Ksnia^^  om-^nl*  to  the  cliange  maile  by CV>ncTv« 
in  h<T  land  ordinance,  then  she  U  to  Y*  iimclMliaed  tr  the 
l*rc.ildent  a  state  In  the  Union  under  the  Leromplnn  consti- 
tution, which  Congress  has  already  aoeeptad  at  TalM  apd 
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to  ?inl.l  pIitpu  fihoald  n^^t  \te  a  hcirrier  to  tlio  a4ni{ff-«lon  of  a 
new  fitnto  into  ihf  Inum.  A**  a  iiuoistion  of  pn.'f»*ren(H}  be- 
twHMi  thn  l)ill  of  tho  Seimto.  which  failinl  in  the  II<  uw.  an<l 
that  of  th'.'  0<niinilt4>«)  nf  Omr-Tcni-c.  whirh  be<-an)o  a  law. 
m)  jiiil^iu'Mit  \n  in  lavor  of  the  lattor.  be<'aiii<«  ll  jJirttinctly 
i««;iVrN  the  ri.:hti(  of  the  United  Stato<«.  iiii<i  do**?!  not  at- 
t«>ini)t.  to  nuixtrue,  ur  i^'Uiiii^Iy  to  Kii^ircot  any  iiuKlificiitioii 
of,  tlic  o«.inKtiluti(>n,  or  to  offer  any  juHtifiotttimi  for  hiving 
ndniitti;*!  Ih"  Ht:ite.  hut  h*avt^  it  to  titaiid  ns  the  MtnpK*  rt- 
rognitioii  t<  the  riirht  of  thi*  |'«j')pli« — they  }uivin-,i;  fornn^d  a 
OMUitii  iittoa  "tipub.lcan  in  iu  character — to  be  admitted  iuto 
the  Uninii. 

'•The  linportnnra  which  I  attached  to  th«  niccew  of  the 
meaHiirf.  atnl  my  wi.liii};ni'ir<  to  inour  any  n'Kpou-ibility 
whi'tli  airu:-lii.Ml  to  a  pnv-ticiimtion  in  it.  luny  \ha  inferred  from 
tba  fact  ih-it.  thnu;:li  ho  iiiva!i<l.  wliotio condition  rendered  it 
]«Mith:in  pru-l''ntt)iatlu>-hi>uld  limvcfairtcliambi^r,  I  went  to 
the  Senati'  for  two  d.tyH  in  Hoci'u-Rion,  tliat  I  niizht  have  an 
oppitrluuity  to  \<>tn  for  ihn  hill.  Itri  iia.-i«.t^e  wnn  tli*>n,  and 
i»  now,  rciiirdi-l  by  nn*  as  tlm  trluiuph  of  all  f<ir  whi^'h  we 
eontcn<Ieii  nu'i  ilie  sncce-H  of  h  i^rf  at  count  It  ullonat  princi- 
ple, the  rec<'^ni!ii>n  of  which  thnu;;h  it  t^hould  bonr  no  pre- 
sent fruit  to  >«  iratliertHl  hy  tbi'  r'ouili.  w:u(  an  object  worthy 
nf  a  i*tni>;;;|i'.  ami  niny  red  »iini]  to  our  future  adTantajfe- 
By  tht;  Kinie  in'-ann  tlie  country  waa  relieved  from  an  Lvtue 
which,  hud  it  litn^n  prus<nt«'d  hm  lhreatKne<l.  our  Iionor.  our 
■■afcty,  our  ri'^)><vt  for  our  an<*Hiitors.  and  our  ref^anl  fur  our 
posterity,  would  have  required  the  South  to  meet,  at  what- 
•rer  mcrlflct*. 

''I  have  tiiii<»  thrown  out  rather  liinta  than  complied  with 
jonr  reiiue^t  to  >rive  my  vi'-w*i  fully,  whii-h  you  will  p!eart« 
attribute  tu  the  phyRical  emlMrrauMment  under  wliich  I 
nply. 

**  Very  respectfully  and  truly,  youn,  kr.. 

_  **j£/F'5  Datb.** 

Hon.  frrspnES  A.  Docqlas  of  lUinoia,  in  the  Senate,  April 
dDth, ISOri. 

"The  «juept!on  now  arisen,  is  thwre  anch  a  Hubmi^iilon  of 
the  lieiviinpton  constitusion  aH  liriuua  it  fairly  within  that 
princiiile?  In  tenn^,  thi*  c<inf<tituiion  in  not  huhuiittotl  iit 
all;  but  yet  we  nre  toM  that  it  ainouulrt  ti  a  Mibmifssion, 
becaufie  there  is  a  laml  '.rr^nt  attached  to  it,  an<l  they  arH 
p«»nuitted  to  Totu  for  tin*  laml  fcrant,  or  aiminKt  it:  and.  If 
they  accept  the  land  (crant.  then  they  are  required  to  take 
the  ronnitution  with  it:  and,  if  they  reject  the  land  grant. 
It  shall  l>u  held  and  di'«'ni-'d  a  ilecixion  a'.!ait>ftt  coming  Into 
the  Union  und«r  the  l^-ompton  cftiiKtitu'ion.  Hence  it  will 
hi)  ar)nie<l  in  one  portion  of  the  Union  that  thin  Is  a  submls- 
■Ion  of  the  contitituti'Ui.  anil  in  another  p'>rtion  that  It  Ih 
not.  Wh  am  to  l>e  t(»Id  thnt  8ubini'«ftion  ii«  popular  Hover- 
elgnty  in  one  M^rtim.and  Mubmi.>Nion  in  another  iiectioii  Ih 
not  popular  iioverid;;ntv. 

**Sir,  I  had  IiojmhI  tlLit  when  we  came  Anally  to  arljUMt 
thii  qutr^tion,  we  thouM  hnve  tieen  able  to  employ  Ian);ua):e 
•o  cI'Hir.  Ml  unv  luivih'ul.  that  th'-re  w<)uld  have  iifen  no  iixim 
fiir  diuhl  a*i  to  what  w.is  tnimnt.  and  what  the  line  of  policy 
WM  to  bii  In  the  fntnn>.  Are  thi*^*  p<'ople  left  frei*  ti»  lake 
or  r'*je«'t  the  Ii«x^iinipt<in  cmslitntion?  If  they  accept  the 
land  ifrant.  they  nn*  c>nnp"l|ed  in  tnke  it.  If  they  reject  the 
land  ;!rant.  they  am  out  of  the  Union.  Sir,  1  hHVe  no'«iM'- 
cial  ubji'rtion  to  the  land  irrant  tu*  it  Ih.  I  think  it  in  a  fair 
one,  and  if  they  hud  put  thi-i  further  niidition.  that  if  they 
refa.«ed  b)  c»mie  in  under  the  L^funpton  cim'^titutinn  with 
the  land  ;;nint,  they  nii::hL  pniceed  to  f  >rin  a  new  ccm-^titu- 
tlon.  anil  th>it  Ihev  xhouM  then  have  the  Ktnie  amount  of 
land*,  there  would  have  bifu  no  Itonnty  held  out  for  cominj: 
In  under  the  I<ef<imT>toii  coiHtitution ;  but  when  tho  Nw 
given  them  the  h\x  miUi'm  .ncre«  in  the  event  they  take  thlH 
eooiitltuti'in,  and  does  not  indicate  what  they  are  to  have  in 
the  tivent  they  reject  It.  and  wait  until  they  can  form  ano- 
thar.  I  Mubmit  the  qiie«tion  whether  there  Ih  not  an  induce- 
ment.  a  iKmnty  held  <mt  to  infiuencu  thcHe  people  to  vote 
ibr  the  I^M'ompton  c4>n;<titutIon7 

"  It  may  l)e  paid  that  when  they  attain  thn  ninety-three 
thn>«  thou8and  population,  or  the  population  roi|nired  by 
the  then  ratir>— which  may  bo  ono  hundrcil  and  twnuty 
thooaand — and  form  a  constitution  under  it,  we  nhall  (five 
them  tJie  mine  amount  of  land  that  in  now  given  by  thin 
grant.  That  may  Ih>  no.  and  may  not.  I  bidie^e  it  will  b<; 
»);  and  yet  in  the  lloune  M\^  fr^r  which  thJR  i^  a  substitute, 
the  proTirtion  wafl  that  tliey  Hhould  have  thi:*  same  amount 
of  land,  whether  tliev  c.inie  in  under  tiio  IiO<'(mipton  consti- 
tution, or  whether  they  fonniHl  a  new  constitution.  There 
wa-*  no  doubt,  no  uncertainty  left  In  n^tanl  to  what  were  to 
ht:  their  rt(;htt  under  the  land  ffntnt,  whether  they  took  the 
one  cm-tilutiiu  or  the  othi-r.  Hence  that  propc'Sitlon  was 
a  fair  ouhnihi^ion.  wilhout  any  penalties  on  the  one  side,  or 
any  iiounty.  or  H{KviaI  favor,  or  priviloj^e  on  the  other,  to 
inlluMuce  their  action.  In  thin  view  of  the  cane.  I  am  not 
ablH  to  arrive  at  the  concluvion  that  this  in  a  fair  ^ubmii'Mon, 
either  of  the  question  nf  the  constitntion  Itcelf.  or  of  admli^- 
•lou  Into  the  Union  under  the  constitution  and  the  propoil- 
Uun  rabmitted  b/  this  bill. 


**  Ajraln.  rir,  there  Ir  a  further  cnnf iiipcncy.  Tn  the  event 
that  they  reject  thi?*  constiturion,  tln-y  are  lo  .>-tay  <i>.jt  of  (he 
Union  until  they  Mhali  attain  tiic  riH|ni!.ite  |>(i)>ul.ili  n  fur  a 
memU'r  of  Con;;reKii.  acciirdiri;.;  to  the  th<>ii  rnii'ii!'  reiire- 
tHiniation  in  the  other  IloOrie.  I  have  no  oliji-etion  to  mak- 
in|(  it  a  (^encnil  rule  tliat  t*-rrit'irie.s  hl-.all  l>e  kepi  ir*t  until 
th<'y  have  the  n>qiusitc  impMlHiioii.  1  have  piiii»"-ed  it  ovi-r 
ami  over  a^fain.  I  am  willin.::^  to  »<.n-c  to  it  :in<l  iii:ike  it 
appliiTable  to  K.-in-ja-*  if  you  \\\.\  n..ilvf  it  a  -/eiMial  rule. 
But.  sir.  it  is  one  thin^  to  adopt  (Imt  rule  .<i>.  a  .:<'i:<r:il  rule 
and  .ndhere  to  it  in  all  cnw-t.  a.ii  -t  j.;  a  mtv  tlit|.re»it.  .intl  a 
very  distinct  Thin;;,  to  provi-l-  that  if  thi  y  will  t:ike  this 
cinKtilution,  which  the  (^.Hiplf  hiive  shown  that  tlu-y  -il-hor, 
they  may  ••■mie  in  with  f  irty  th>us«n  I  pe*  pie,  hnt  it"  they 
j  do  not  they  ^h.ill  i.f.ny  out  unf-l  iln-y  iT't  niiicfv  ihonsand; 
I  thu>  dis:M-iinInatin>.;  between  the  ■liil.-rent  cliaracter  <  fintli- 
!  tutiourithat  may  be  rormed.  I  sntuuit  tlii-  i|neslinn  wiicther 
it  In  not  Oin;zreS'ional  iiiterv.-nli'in.  wh'-n  \ojj  jiP'"  i-l-'  that 
a  territory  may  »onie  in  with  om-  Kiipl  of  coiis»itnM«  ii  with 
forty  tliouHand.  aiid  with  a  dilTi  r>-rii  kitu!  of  (-i.ii>tii  utioii, 
not  until  she  •^Ati  ninety  thoxmitul.  i>r  oii.>  liuiidiiil  aiel 
twenty  thi-n^and?  It  i««  intervi-nti.ni  wiih  in>iii''<-ni<-nts  to 
control  the  p:sult.  It  is  int.erveiiti«»n  with  a  l-'iojiiy  i-n  the 
one  j^I'Ih  and  a  |iei:nlty  on  the  other.  1  ask.  an'  ^ve  pp  pared 
to  construe  tlie  ^r'*at  principle  of  pipnlnr  f>"o\>-ri-i^nty  in 
Kuch  a  manner  a.s  will  rer"ii;ni«e  tlie  riirht  of  <'/»nirr««^  Ui 
Intervene  and  control  thy  di-.-i.-ion  that  the  people  ni.iy  make 
on  the  question? 

••The  threat  princij>le  fop  vrl:i'h  we  have  all  contendtnl.  in 
the  lan;!)i.'i-jri)  of  the  Kansas  Nehra-ka  act.  is  to  leave  '  the 
I»eoplo  |MTf";'tly  fi\t'  to  f'Tin  aii-l  re^'olafe  tleir  d<  ine«tie 
ln'tituti<:ns  in  their  own  way.  puljeif  «in;y  to  the  ('unKtitu- 
tion  of  the  Unifeii  States'  If  yon  lioi.i  out  lapL'e  u'nintR, 
and  p<'cnniary  inducements,  to  innuenc-..  the  atlinnativA 
Vote,  and  the  terror  of  st.iyinir  out  of  the  I'ni'-n  to  influence 
the  iio.tative  vote,  I  submit  itie  ijiiestiim.  wlietln-r  that  jxw 
pie  are  left  [K-rfi-^-tly  fn*e  to  torm  and  regulate  their  iuKtitti- 
tlons?  1  lnsi.>4t  tluit  wijere  there  are  indii-'cinents  on  one 
fide,  and  ])en.-iltie.s  on  the  other,  there  is  no  free«lom  of 
eli-t'tion.  Th"'  i-lection  must  In*  tree.  Th(«  ehi-ter."!  uiufit  Ito 
left  uiihiassfd  hy  the  action  of  the  ^roveriiiuent,  if  you  are 
goin-.:  it  h.ive  fair  electlnn-*.  anil  n  fnir  tleci«i<in, 

'•For  these  reasonK  I  do  not  think  that  this  bill  briufi^ 
the  que.-tion  wiihin  that  principle  which  I  have  held  dear, 
and  in  def'-nce  of  which  1  have  stoi.d  here  for  the  last  five 
months,  battlint;  airainst  th«'  lar^re  majority  of  my  polltlcsil 
frlenda.  and  in  defenn*  of  which  1  inteipl  to  -tnnd  as  lonj;  aa 
I  have  any  u«fo<iation  or  numexion  with  the  p"li!i'-s  of  tho 
n«untry.  1  mu.-t  n-pc.it.  sir.  that  I  do  n^it  think  this  hriofTs 
it  within  tlie  principle  ihns  hiid  ilown.  ii'-r  do  tlie  Demo- 
cracy of  Illinois  think  this  I, ill  <onii"*  within  that  prin>-i)>le. 
[Here  .luiJire  I»  .n-.rl'is  alliiled  to  the  late  IJeniocralio  State 
C-<mvention  in  IhinoiH.  an-1  rcail  it-  platr-rin  ] 

"It  was  not  ^atl•^fact^lry  to  nie  to  have  ('uiiiirivss.  in  pursu- 
an«v  of  Llie  reconiniendat.ion  ot  tlie  I'rcvicli-nt,  intervene  and 
ri>e<t<rnis«>.  tiy  any  iinplicati'in.  the  riirhi  of  the  pei.plu  to 
chnnjre  their  stale  cniiMtitnrion  in  a  manner  jliMi-rent  fnin 
that  pre<cr|l-'-l  in  the  insTrnnieiif  it>tlf.  I  di-ny  the  ri«'ht 
of  C-oi^vrreSH  In  exercjoe  anv  -U'h  priwer.  1  deny  the  ri^ht 
of  ('i>n.'re>«s  to  intervene  aii«l  anihoiil.itively  con-tnic  the 
coniLtltution  of  .1  ^tate.  If  the  c'-nsf it uti<.n  wa-i  llielr  act 
and  ilei-il :  if  it  emtM>diiM|  their  will — it  \v;i-<  f-acrcd.  and  it 
ou;;ht  not  to  be  Ij>nch-'<1  by  l'on;rn»-(  in  aiiv  n-^jiKi  what- 
e\er.  exei-pt  to  n'Ci-ive  It  nnccnililionally.  or  rej.-t  it  nncon- 
ditiona  ly.  That  ••oncfs«ion  was  made;  hut  >i.ill  it  ilid  nf»t 
n*arh  the  i>oint  which  1  iiad  Ji-it  it  toy  ■Inty  t«i  make.  It 
did  not  come  t-i  my  princij  |e.  I  i|ri  nut  rhiiin  th.it  .-^enatorH 
an*  under  any  nior«'  «»hli'_'afi<in  tn  cunie  t"  n»e  than  I  am  to 
{CO  to  thi-m.  1  claim  the  ri-ht  to  ilrterniiiie  for  mynelf, 
aecordim;  to  my  own  jud^in'-nt  an  1  my  own  ci.nscience, 
what  my  duly  is  to  a  v'reaf  lnn<>-«n)ent,il  prin  ipl<>;  and  if 
Sena  torn  cannot  brinir  the  hill  %^iihiM  the  ]irinciple.  1  inu«t 
exercise  my  li^ht  ami  duly  of  •li«scntini:  Ironi  it.  I  did 
not  think  ih;.t  cinceRNJon  hroncht  it  wiihii  the  principle, 
or  obviated  any  of  my  ol  ji-.-ti'-ns.  It  only  nia<le  lh«  hill 
more  obnoxious  to  tne  liV  vii  latini:  anotl'«-r  priocipie  ennally 
sacred  In  our  poliliatl  Kyslmn— that  of  the  si.Terci'.;nty  of 
the  Mtates. 

"  -Next came  the  declaration  that  the  Fre«'-Stnt«  le.:rik.latnro 
was  elerte<I:  and  hencf-.  if  lv>in<.a-  uas  lorc»-l  into  the  Union 
with  a  pro-slaverv  con^tiiuii'-ti.  cjain^t  the  will  of  her 
people,  it  Would  n-'t  last  lon:;.  fi.r  the  i-i.-i-i^n  tliat  there  Mas 
a  Fri"e-State  legislature,  who  w.iull  iinniediately  tnhe  stcpM 
to  change  it  an<i  HlKiH.h  h'.ivcry.  That  Hijrniuenl  did  md 
addre^H  itself  tavorahly  to  n»>  jul..'-Tnenr.  t<-r  tin-  rt-aNni.  that 
It  did  not  alT«'ct  th"  prin-'iple  involvi'il,  ^Vh:lt  ililhrenct.  did 
It  make.  s<»  far  as  the  principle  \vasc(.necrnMl.  whether  there 
was  a  majority  «)f  F're^'-State  men  i>ra  nia.ioriix  of  pro  slavery 
men  in  that  Ic^i-lature?  Whui  diihreii  e  did  it  make  to  mu, 
whether  th«'re  was  a  in.ij'-tity  of  U'-nioiTat".  "T  a  majority 
of  Uepublieans.  or  a  maj'-riry  of  Aineri-ans  in  that  leiri-la- 
ture.  provjthsl  they  wen;  fairly  and  i;t\vu'v\kN  vV«v\v^»\.».  X^Vvv*. 
people  of  Ka\\s:\s  "A***\TeA  w  vxvvAan »ts  V ^xAvAww , >X\^^ ^^»^ 

1  had  a  rtftXil  to  VV«   U  XX^vi^  ^v^^wvA  i«i  K\vvtwc^AxVe.>^^»!««^*> 
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IIm  kgUUtvf  to  rcKidate  thli  nuAin  of  tbe  land  grant,  u 
▲rkmoHf  did.  tlio  committiw  would  Lave  put  it  there  a« 
Mag  the  moat  conTenient  tribunal ;  or,  if  th«  runTentlon 
kad  rwerTed  to  itaolf  the  power,  it  mi«(ht  hare  Ihwu  put 
there;  but  as  the  eonaticulion  of  IOiumiii  haa  luadi'  no  pro- 
vision fi>r  anybody  elM  a4ju«ting  thimv  riii^hla  of  M^vertfitcnty 
(tor  the  grant*  are  given  in  con«ir|«rutiitu  uf  yitrMinK  the 
■orerelgn  power  of  taxation),  an  the  peitplu  Itave  not  dele- 
gated it  to  anybody  in  their  cunatltutiuii,  the  coiumlltee 
Tory  wtaely  lent  it  to  the  Murce  of  all  power— the  people 
themaelvifA.  The  consequoncmi  am  IJcutlcally  the  naiue  a* 
though  we  had  paMed  Uie  Le<,-uuiptun  bill  with  or  without 
tiia  aioi^ndment  of  the  gentleman  who  intnxiuo^d  it,  uvualty 
ealted  th«t  Oreen  amt'ndmcnt.  It  in  not  in  the  elightent 
degrvo  ^-arlvd,  nor  is  there  any  dieputr  about  it,  nor  are 
there  any  two  cou^trurtions  about  it. 

I  will  allude  now  to  the  only  point  which  gentlemen 
atWmpt  to  torture  Into  double-dualing  In  thifl  hill.  My 
kouorablc  Mend  from  lUinoli  luppneni  It  will  be  repnimuted 
one  way  at  the  douth  and  another  at  the  North.  I  know  of 
no  way  in  tlie  world  to  prevent  partimne— tlie  vlrlini*  and 
the  vile  deml^{ogue  and  deoeiver  of  the  people — from  doing 
that  iu  refipect  to  any  meaMure.  My  honorable  friend  knows 
that  the  liill  of  bis,  which  I  supported  with  »>  murh  pleasnTw 
la  ISM.  met  with  the  same  fate,  though  there  waa  a  perfect 
•grecuiKnt  among  every  one  nf  It^  friends  heiw. 

Mr.  iMiut'.LAi.  Tfie  distinction  hittween  the  eases  is  nhvi- 
ooa.  TliKt  bill  provliliad  that  where  there  was  a  diRerMiee 
#f  opinion  it  f<hi>uld  bo  docided  as  a  judicial  questinn.  Here 
^cre  l4  no  arbiter  mnde  in  this  bill  in  n*gard  to  Kansas. 

Mr.  Tut^Mua.    I  do  not  understand  the  M<>nator. 

Mr.  I>iD«iL\s.  All  questions  rslatiu'i  to  p^rsunal  llU^rty 
anil  nlave  property  were  referred  to  the  Supn^me  Ci>urt  of 
the  United  SUtes  by  tlie  bill  of  1854,  to  which  the  Senator 
Uludoit. 

Mr.  T<)i>3ins.  That  was  not  the  rlsufe.  The  great  clause 
was  wliMt  wast  cnlb'd  the  stump  f<|ieech  that  wat  injected  InUt 
Its  luiwels.  It  was  ROnteii>ltnl  by  it*  eui>rnti'4  Ihst  it  had  a 
different  inHanin-^  at  the  North  and  at  the  Siuth.  It  hail 
BoL  It  was  uiiivers.illy  aiveptini  by  iti  frii^mls  with  th" 
Banic  nii'suiii};  eTerywh»*rrt,  its  far  a^i  I  am  iiit<iriiic(l;  and  I 
never  knew  t«ti  iiiniitrui-ti'>ns  |iut  U|)->n  it  by  th«'Ui.  Atrsin 
and  a^jatn.  hnu-evi>r.  it  was  reiternteJ  hiTit,  and  the  oneniie;* 
of  thiMUeHhUff  <li<l  «)  construe  It.  Of  courts  Dih  enemies 
of  a  mi*uiiun-  hIII  always  do  that,  es|MN'islly  if  it  involves  a 
■ectlonnl  i!*.«u«*.  Oln-ntimes  argnments  will  l)o  nmtX  in  uiaku 
a  meaiiUf,  whirh  is  even  a  just  M*ttlement.  |ialatii)ile  to  ohm 
taction  or  tht'  otIi'T,  wliidi  are  'Hinstrwiil  ti>  prrsont  It  in 
dlfTrri'nt  forniH,  K\>'Pv1ifMiy  nndi>r.>«tniiil:<.  h'lwever.  th.-»t  wp. 
iLtvini;  cark'i  thU  |•r•■|l'•^itiM^  >iy  »thkiii.r  ••ut  th<>  wvent<'en 
million  a>-n'4  nf  i  tril.  >iiiiiily  nay  to  th<'  ii>Hip|«>  nf  KanM4. 
will  y<'H  r-iiiii'int  '  tli-  riii:»n  with  y-mr  «^»ii>»iltiit!».n  a-*  it  \t^ 
l*'i' il  .  ii'it  .■•WiT  th-i*:  v»<- .i"*''«'j"t  tlinf  jfirt  "I"  ymir  |  r'-jn'Mili-'ii. 
and  wi-  ifivi'  yi>u  Ml'-  >'piiii:iry  ^rmt  of  i.t!i>l.  Imt  ui'  will  ii<it 
givf  y»u  ih>' •■xir.i  !»:"Vi'iit"-ii  iinlh'in  m.-p'*  Unf  y<"U  ■•l.iim. 
If  tli'-y  will  n  't  n.:r-»-  ti»  ihi-.  wlnt  i>  Ih-'  (■■.n-'i"|ii'Mjri'^  Tie 
bar.'iiii  U  :it  .in  ••r»«l.  <'f  ii»urM«  iln*  fKii^tKniii'ii  f.ii!".  tin* 
ordiii:irv  ;;ruiit  r'.iiii.  :in<i  <>bo  i.-<  in  rt  t-rrit<irbl  (-■•n'iitinn. 

iii-ni|>MniMi  .^  tr>  tuitiin'  that  into  n  su)<ini'<»'i-iii  u(  tli«- 

eon«!i(uti>in.     L'n<l"iii'»ti*lly  lh»'  i«lT«'<"t  nf  n  n-j-tt -n   I'y  ihf 
fHiipli- <>t  Kun*iirti>r  '  ur  pnipf-t'l  nlt'T-tti-in  -if  tli-ir  pn-j-'si 
tl"n.  liiiniih  tlii<  wrh'>ie  (ontrnrt :  and  ix  ic  t  th.t'  tli-'  •-:i->  iu 
siinil.ir  lrjinxt«'tiou<i'\*.'ry  d.ny  l>i*twt','n  ni-iii  :iri'J  m.-in  '     Vi-n 

Binkf*  nm  un  <'ff<T  to  ^ii'll  nie  :i  j»ii-< f  lutiil:  y  u  ""iv  f  nny 

haTr  it  f'lr  ^iioinj^i  n|i<in  t*n  yrtirn*  tlm-.  I  -.iv  I  vn!)  ,rn.> 
YOU  liint.  but  I  warit  five  yi^ir.H.  You  nj-'-r  th-  flv»>  y.ar-: 
th«*r»*  i*  no  diripule  U'twtvn  us  aUiut  tln'  pii'-i-:  l.tit  ih>- 
wholi*  nMitnw't  falls.  Kan.-ms  in  trt-ittinj  wtili  ii>  :is  in  •■■pi.ti 
enntr.f'tin;!  piirSy:  rilw  ofTrrs  tn  coniM  into  tii>>  1  inoii  •  n  i-«i- 
tain  tcrui.x;  iin<i  wk  ax'fpt  a  purtlim  .mil  nj<  ■  t  •••li  r^. 
Th-n  if  t»h«-  viy«,  "1  will  not  oime  in  n»iil>r  tn»-  mi  il'ti'-l 
terniM."  the  wlioli>  i-ontr:i<-t  faiU,  and  tli.tt  i,  th»  un\  th- 
conKtItntion  frii'*s  It  ix  ii  ui'ile.  a  fiiir  .'inil  li>ji:inrit>*  in  •  I  *. 
an  irri*«l-<tiMi>  ino-le,  a  nnxle  thiit  would  tixiitit  wli'-th'T  V'-ii 
•ubmittiii  it  or  not;  UH-au"**,  1  say,  whi'ti  you  viiriisl'tln* 
ronlraf-t.  evi>n  nn<l>T  Ih**  L«i*oni|tti>n  hill  ax  it  wi>nt  fnnn  thli 
HouNi'.  it  was  thu  ri;;ht  of  Kan<«as  to  n-j«>i-t  It.  and  if  >ho  hud 
r>'j*'<'f*^i  it  ^hi>  \iouM  liH^i'  IxiMi  whHn>  thtt  dill  pnip.iv.'.'^  to 
plai*"'  her  in  th.it  rinllnL:<-nf'y — in  a  ti^rrltoritl  fniiliti'in. 

Thix  olijt»<'ti"n  rotne-*  from  thf  opp^inents  of  ihl*  lull:  they 
are  >«»r  y  thnt  thw  ii  ont»  of  the  r«»HullH  of  the  pn)|»oRH| 
acti'in.  1  am  not.  If  it  Ih*  tru>>  thfit  tht*  fx'opli*  of  Kansw* 
do  not  Mki>  tlii"  i-omtirntion  :  if  it  l«*  true  that  th'>si' whi»  nr<- 
In  retii-llion  n)ay  tzn  to  th)*  ]•*>]]*  ami  voti*  it  down,  whon  wi* 
only  sul-inif  a  |irop<i«iiii  -n  r>r  a  «-litn.;i'  of  tlii>  lamii  thi* 
peiipli'  a^krd.  tlii'V  njay  li*\«'  whil  ri-.T-m"*  for  thi-ir  Vot*- 
th«"y  pU«Ji»»*.  I  do  n<)t  olji.i-t  to  it  Ih—jmh*'  ♦hi-y  m.-iy  u'lvf  ii 
▼ote  up  Ml  a  wfi'iii  n-ji- -n.  "J'hfv  nii.:ht  hnvi-  f.'»in»  thnt 
Vndfr  tlif  .'if Tia !••'■<  bill:  thi*y  iii.iv  do  thit  ini  Nt  any  Mil: 
for  \on  <-iinn>i  r>ri>-  a  ht:it<>  iiit<»  tliU  I'liion.  yon  '-aonot 
hrln^  h'T  i'l  i"xr»'|it  i-n  ti-i'ii-;  to  whi.-h  hI|i»  ;i/ris"»;  an>l  I  say 
tli.it  n:iiur<iU>  ri-Miiits  in  iiU  triiti<'s  with  <'i|Uil.«.  with  sovi*- 
r«'l:^n-,  and  with  riti/<'n>.  If  \<-i\  niiik-  n  i-oiitni<>t  and  the 
>ther  |-:irly  ni  -.k— «  a  >>nl-'>tiinri:t|  vtiri-iii->n.  uiiI<-m  that  %ari:i- 
tl-ju  is  a^r>xtl  I  •  bv  )  otb,  il  uiinuiK  iLe  whole.    Tliat  i*  the 


dmpla  Ihet  about  thh  oontmrt.    Tbt  njaetloo  of  the  i 

stitutiun  may  i«  one  of  the  cuuaoitueur«s  of  It.  I  knew.  I  at 
it  has  DO  duulfle  meaning:  it  Is  not  pretended  by  any  MraA 
of  the  bill,  N«>rlli  or  Sjutli.  that  we  snbmll  th«  ruB«Uliillaa 
We  acctfpt  tiM  Lcci>mpton  coiiiilituiioii  ms  the  will  of  the 
pcupitf  of  Kajisaa.  and  we  ai-*i>pt  a  part  nf  th<-ir  btber  pi» 
(•niiitlon  by  which  thoir  onstttution  is  ac^'xttiianied.  to  wil: 
that  ^hu  sliall  iiave  thi*  aanie  quantity  of  Umls  that  MloB^ 
si>ta  had:  but  we  ngeet  that  rlau'>4>  of  li«r  pfft>|io«lliuB  bj 
which  she  claims  seveutim  milliijn  acres. 

Now  we  are  tuld.  by  the  Senabir  from  I11iiiol<.  nod  ottw 
Senators,  that  lutre  i*  a  brilie  and  a  threat  Mar  tarit»  k 
striking  uflf  H.'vcnt<i'n  niilliou  aLres  uf  land*  that  •he  askid 
to  uf>me  in.  Our  thn>at  is  pn^poeing  &•  Irave  her,  if  ib« 
nuects  our  pn>|MH<ill<'n.  just  aa  stie  wimld  h^  If  wefaaiab 
bill.  That  ij4  a  fair  ^UtHmml  of  tli«  rase.  Uur  bril«,  I  i» 
peat.  is.  striking  uut  the  '*evcnti«n  million  arr**  (*f  land  ItaaS 
she  JeuuindiNl,  with  lA-couipU>n.  If  wu  liad  g1v«n  her  the 
seveute«!n  nilllioii  acn-s  of  land,  an  unQoiaal  sdiI  estnndt 
nary  grant  to  a  ftnU'  iH->inhig  into  the  L'ninn.  whtrh  nsinr 
had  been  uiade  taefiirr,  you  and  1  know,  noil  all  the  cvontiy 
knows,  tliat  a  clamor  wiiiiUl  h^ve  gnue  up  fp>m  Iwpr  ID 
('aiiada,  thnm^ltout  this  bpMul  land  to  the  l*a.-*lflc  Qofaa, 
"  1^.  theie  !>I.iviMlrivt>r<*  give  thfuf  |H<oplii  seven tt>en  BlHtoBi 
of  acres  of  land,  thii  eilraonlinarv  grant,  to  malte  thftt 
take  ulavery  in  their  const! lutb^u:'^  Hut  we  strike  It  oat; 
We  put  her  prfdiu'ly  nn  the  same  lisvis  with  i»ther  slalM; 
and  now.  Imw.-ium-  wu  tell  her  thai  if  she  doea  not  niOM  la  it 
this  timi\  hlio  shail  not  it>me  until  sh*»  has  the  rv«}^riti 
}Nipulutlou.  it  is  atte(npt4->I  to  lie  tofftarvd  Into  a  threat!  I 
suppfftfi!  this  iileti  never  would  Iwve  occurred  tu  tl»e  people 
in  Kansas,  or  to  aiiyUnly  l>ut  in-tnihis  who  w«r*  hantlng  fw 
olgucllonA.  J^riTylH>ily  knows  tliat  when  Kaoaas  is  admit- 
ted, no  uiatier  at  what  time,  she  will  get  th*  mme  ia»l 
th.it  oih»r  ^tJlt'■s  hiiTo  had.  The  bill  dtn-s  nut  prohiMtIf, 
■iml.  I  Mip{4>!.o,  it  w<uM  never  lie  imagined  but  by  wrm^ 
poliiici-in  wh  I  wa.-<  :*-.i;king  for  a  pretext,  when  Ike  coald  an! 
linil  a  n'a«'>n. 

Till-  >r<i;itor  fp>in  rilini>ls  says  that  he  Is  vllling  to  agne 
to  th<-  |<iinrti>l<>  of  not  allowing  a  »tati'  to  be  ailmltt-^l  unnl 
.the  hat  nhii-ty-thriN'  ihou-and  pe>?plrt,or  a  aalBcient  naiohrr 
for  oii«>  nitinU'r,  a<roplintf  {•>  the  ratio.  He  T«>t«^l  flir  IL  aid 
HO  did  I ;  nii>t  whrn.  two  years  wen.  I  introdot'ttil  a  liill  ii 
f»<il\i'  thJ!*  di(n>'ully  by  bringing  her  into  tba  Uni'-n  then.  I 
dcfliiriol.  fr<<ni  my  s.at  h*Ti%  that  it  was  a  violaiion  pf  a 
prini-ipli*.  Tiiis  l>  tho  geni-ral  rule.  I  snppe^l  the  then 
condition  «  f  the  ituintry  niado  Kansas  an  ex»-piional  easf : 
I  |int  it  •■\>-liHiv^-ly  on  the  ground  of  an  e3Lce|<iiiinal  caae:  I 
wa.x  Tt-%\\y  d'-'lrouii  -if  |  ntifSfitiiig  tlv-  iriiunlry  mr  this  •}««* 
tion.  \Vi-  lii\e  l.it-.nil  to  do  it.  Thf  .\dini'nl«tnilion  b.<tf 
I.i}ki(<-1  to  do  1::  ih>*  lk:iif  Tiitii:  |>arty  h:t«  I:ilM-n>d  lo  >1"  i:; 
bill  :i  iinjiilty  of  thi'  I—  I  Ii*  of  K:iiiriS  it  Sifin^  "T  nt  \"^*\ 
:i  lATjiv  !•  r:.'ii  .if  tht  III.  I  ikiii^  tU.-ir  <■  un>i-Is  rp«in  ihif  »»;* 
|)  ■-:! i  -n.  h  i\-,  i-vt'W  to  til-  i-xtent  "f  ri'fu^in;;  t"  ii-'f.  usi-l 
ill!  til'-  111  "ii.-.  Ill  iht-ir  f-'WiT  to  pr>-%iiit  it  \*«-U.  whil  t 
wf  *.,\  n-'w  ■  '■  Wi*  .1  .i-jil  yi-iir  (->in»M|iitioii — it  in  i«iir  a-*. 
v.-  ^i\M  \>.ii  till'  ordiunri  uiTint  il  lumi :  iru:  it  >--u  •*.'  ?■  '. 
wi*h  to  I"..!.!,  ii..  »•■  r,ini'  \m  to  tin-  iri-iiiTtl  rulf  "■-  ih-.:  ;# 
all.  Tli»"  .*»i»i-it'r  Ip'in  Illinois  j.»ji*  that  gi  n>rnl  luU  i«  » 
ri.ht  I  I'l'-.  in-I  «■•  -lu^lit  Mt«vi-r  tu  d--p.irt  fr'  ni  it.  It  i»  <•!■- 
li.i'ii  wliili  « 'i  jri»-  hi!"  ni>l  u-n:il  y  <li  ]'Hrl»^.  ami  w|J^^. 
iii'MT  i-Mi:;it  to  I".'  ilijiiiti-l  fn-iii.  r\«-«-pT  nn<liT  «-itra'r;i- 
irin  iMniiin'^m- «-.  .\*  :i  ;^'n••^:ll  rulr*.  it  !•»  a  *'Un  !■■"•. 
I'lit  ill  p*  111  i>  b-  r\'>|iii..nH  tti  all  riih-s  W  ln»n  I  jrp**"! 
tf  >i  |iiil  Ip'iii  It  I  ii:.>  .(-'in.;  f->r  Kaifnit.  enlea«'rin-j  '.• 
{.iii'i  .iS- !.•  r.  niid  i""*-!  ••iidi-a\<  rlnj  to  t-ik-*  II»h  n'i«-.fi-«*i. 
whi'li  wi'  "I  <li-rnr.>iiii:  and  da»  j'-nms  fb-nii-nt,  *nit  4  tl:!* 
!■ -iti  s  ..f  til  ■  Inii.-i  >.;i:t"i.  Thit  W!i<  not  n-r«..»l  m;  bit 
K.tii«si>  :i<-  III.'  in  tli''  ^)•iril  I'-f  thtt  |<ri'}M'Ntii'M.  bn«  |«r»' 
j-'ht'd  bii-  •  f  f -r  .1  liiii>Hiin.  1  ><;i\  to  btr.  I  will  a''«>p'  :  .- 
■■■iii»titii'i<>:i  >■  II  li!i\<-  in  iili> :  I  will  izi\f  you  the  oriMnvrr 
liiil  ..I  iii'^:  I  lit  1  will  II -t  allow  y-u  t  ■  niski*  i-<ii).«fi'titi  n* 
•■\i'M  ^|\  II,  ■  .:h-.    '!'lie  ronduv't  ot  thi-  |  ••(•ulail'in  of  Kin*>* 

b  !■*  I Ti  -.1  h  :»••  ii'«r  .it  III!  to  inrp-a*-  n»v  e«finin:r  i-t  thi:r 

<M|i-i>-in  I'-r  -  If .•••I'-rniiii-nt.  It  «'-iild  N-  pulllrii-nt  fir  m-*. 
i\-ii  ;iH--r  liaiiiu  *■■<•  I  lor  it.  iu  1""."'0.  t  ■  >ay  now  thikt  f-.- 
i-\»iits  •  t  till-  la-t  two  yar-*  hs\«'  finxiii'i'l  m-  tlwt  ■!»• 
i>ii-jlit  iiiit  to  li.>  iidiiiltti-i  114  a  >lnt>*.  I  ap|dy  this  r^'-nmk  '•• 
.til:  I  do  not  :i;i|ily  it  to  Tho  Fn-i- St.if''  men  m-irn  tl.an  >■ 
othi-P'.  TIk'Ii'  b  IV-  Ixi-ii  w.uA.  niid  rniiiiilit.  nn  I  fmsi  Is.  a-  1 
i-b»al  ill  lift,  ami  a  diJ'p  ••hi'Mi  ni.inife-f"  d  i  v.-r\  wlii  r»'  ir.  t*iit 
ti'iritor)  tor«".iy  t<  di«r'.Miil  th«'  l.iw.  If  mii'  pirtv  i».-r  s 
l''_'i-ljitup'.  lliey  turn  I'v-i'k^H-ly  i-Im"  i'H*.  !>•»  maltt-r  wh*«h 
p.irt\  it  In:  iin>l  n  lu-ij  "rit\  '-f  i-n-'  t*  :\*  !Z-''-*l  n*  n  mix-  if:,  -u 
\otf.  TId-ii'  •"■•'iiiH  to  !•■•  an  in>-ApAi-it>  ii  tlii«  i^'pnlnt!-  ■.. 
thfiwii  In  tli<Ti>.  I  ii  lini;.  iindi-r  tli**  in>i«T  nnf'-rtun^l*«  r.t" 
<Mim»'t;iin*i'*.  t  •  ;;"Vi  rn  tln-iO'i  !%■.■*:  ,i;id  1  am  ir"^  to  arkit-'V- 

li-l;:*'   that    I    -lin'il  ii-l  r«,:p't  if  ■  tn ii<ms|Ui'Ik«'  -f  tbi« 

uiivi«nn>  ."linil  )-•  to  ]iiu  (h--in  Ktck  In  a  ti-rrlt-  \\\i  ix>nitt1i-iv 

TIk'Ii  wli.T.«  n  thf  f.n-''!«"«i.>n  by  the  N-Tih'  N'*ae. 
Nt  ilbiT  lb"'  ."iiiiator  fr- in  Illinid^.  m-r  any  othfr  f«T-"a 
hen-.  d«>ni<-H  that  thf  )>«Hip|f  ••j^'ak  fin  nil  y  tbnnich  a  e^'O- 
Mention.  Tin*  ji-«»irie  of  lvHi:>ns  iia*-  d '.u*  it.  W--  .v>*pl 
lb"  »i't  of  ihlii  fonx  ntiini;  wo  .ii-vpt  »  po.ti'm'^f  lor  j-n- 
|Ktiitloa  fur  lauhi,  and  we  tvil  ber  that  we  d»  nH  aewp:  the 


k  thu  pniwr  inli— is  litM,  h  U>  !<>t»b7t  tna  Dblo 

Br-|hfl  bill  offcml  bf  utf;  And  1  nncai  bo«  tb4t.  If  ton 
ftjUjUi  out  Ul  of  Uii>  biU  but  ih.  cl«»i  ttiM  Kmw 
---   — as  in  UBlll  ili»  hM  lio  n>iBhilM  pa|iubUim  fcr 

nlo  Mill  mtit  v«rt  i>r  Ihe  orfunln  In*  at  nib 
irtat  ut  (Im  Dnibt4  gUIea.  ami  U»l  nonv  llnll 
mnlulai]  until  Omj  luit  ihil  pnpaliUua,  I  vlll 

'  iiDt>l*4  Mr.  PrvildraL  1  dialn  to  mrr}  nul  th* 


•bit  to  ttat  Sonili  ttiM  T  un  ml  wtlllni  to  ipplx  M  <!>• 
.    I  vtD  nol  Inlnrsu*  slthv  hr  ilnl*  tDsitilnltoM 

■ • iiuUtallDn(h)>DiKt«tOi«srai>,l»ldtaa 

MtDpf  vldein  peivilllwaDlbtalbir.  SUhii 
^  —  ,.  .irtpla  Bf  eqailily;  luttiwti  H»t«">n  "n 
ulBawllfatnrreitiiitiiUf;D«ivr  Inqulnwhoili.r 

>  nod  bniianiiillt)'  In  emri  Iruunn, 

Itait,  I  ■D' BOV.U  I  un  ■boD  t  loukt  1«T«  dT  thl9 

E«f  nU*  •rgiMllIJ,  Of  (UU  »>Bnl(n<T.  of  popolac  loi.. 
IBIDi  bj  ■■!;  diKtiBilDailgii.  elUwr  la  clw  dtm  itlnedoD 
Ettwotbw.  MTpairiUmliUkvii.  IknowDotaluElta 
MiuDOM  wUl  bv  pmoDHli^  to  me.    1  will  nnt  Ibifnlrr 

I  MuLl  Uf*.  hnlillni  Brmlj.  ImtDoiilil;,  to  lbs  gmt  prlncl- 
fit*  s/ ■<lf(oi>rniafDt  *o>l  lUIs  i>)iulltr.  I  .liiill  ga  Inlo 
trftlrt»Ufa.1'hw>i™npnHarn.lh«nii.pKloftiirDwr  — 
■vtailM  BBd«  Uu  moilclliiil  Ihit  1  bilB  dans  tnj  dut 
thlkDWfd  Uui  prlDdiili  wfamitw  lu  lagk>l  conMqiKna 


r.  Emuait  af  iDdlnna,  Chulnnan  of  t: 


■■  Ur.  gpsakir.  la  Tisir  of  tbs  aUla  of  tha  nubile  htHlaiu  i 

IMiHlTiiioHlHrUidoftlii — ■ .....-- •^..-.  .^. 

n^AvDl  bna  mirvwiy  b0«ii  i 


M  m^irll;  of  th>  mnn 


tborovghlT  dltmui 
ODOcma.  I  do  nol  piopng 
i;  bot  I  ui  umbBriHil  b)' 


InttiHlwl  iJi  th>gg  t^  th*  tlonfa,  dnul;  lupniHl  villi  lb* 

wbkbliu  wlul*d  tad  (BgnMcil  Iba  publH  idIdiI  thrllig 

vdallan  li  hruuobl  illmUy  lo  lh«  dHMou  of  Ibi  rwrMia- 

uUnii  III  tho  (tula  (Dd  Iha  b«I|>Ie. 

TV  b'lli'T*  lo  ba  eonwl  nrtr^ 
IwliiA 


dplaj.  Iba  owimllWa  BDilaitonid  tadliiMnl  CliJilapIrM  w1 


».>Bid  • 


rf^i^i^i 


qr,tfj,fc 


ta  ruIlT  oianpllSKl  li 


~<r 


la  Onrmauf  lb*  Uull 

SMh  will  makn  bartbg  ftillDwIun  (nui^  unialx: 
|Il«MMr.E!iau*iiraadthi>1at  U.SJ.Iik.  (oiJ&ihivUii 

at  the  IdUil  OHlainn  lu  Ilia  l<«iiiuploD  BMiitlluUi 

b*nili»nn  InwM.] 

(■The  propoaltloD  aiihia  to  Cvntream  bj  tblf  nrtfltunn  - 
ctf  fba  moat  batrtofillnarj  trbaraAir,  jtml  whotly  Inadml^ 
alhbt.  A  cimtullr  prajuuTd  aallBiaHiniuln  at  ife  SHHnl 
Ixnd  Offlre  at  Um  luinaH  of  Iha  nnnltln,  ataowa  Ibal 
KMB*  wooU  nwK*  u  imni***  la  htwbs  «Mk  ftn 
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Tbti  auiFiiilniiMit  ann-ad  tnl.yllM 
dtr  prap:«nl'to  b«  clvrn   1^  Iha 


.  .',l.io 

1  iinjudlns  Bud 

0  to  b..p«  tl 

qii'ruion  depurta 
uc.-riorelurnj 
«n.'  fulura  prrloa, 
ThortlporWI. 

nwlll  benowc 

i^H  thir 

Ik  icaiDp]  ami  nattalog  leat,  ti>  Su'  u 


ba    ODRlrtDliU*    for    tba    r 
- ThF  iwobaUII  MuatZ! 


tattil  of  th.  BHTimlnsa;  aod  hu'l-i-  ill-cliaivrd  tin* 
I  to  tba  tufl  uf  Itailr  aliDilr  umlvr  ihvlr  n-Bttdkiu, 
'  1«T«  all  olban  n  ml  llkawiac  br  IbamaalvM." 

on.  B.  M.  T.  Ilc.ntl  <rf  Ylrslnln.  In  thp  Senate,  April 


imrilloD  afflcma  Hint  i1h  pwpis  ot  Karnan  -JmIiiI  ■  innifB- 
Uon  of  iIxIkhjii-i  wbo  B'HUliM  •!  Lrflinipluii.  *nd  tkit 

Ibua  ai:knDvi>Hdi;>-t  not  Aoly  tbv  andiorily  iif  Iho  L«r»iiiptaq 
nnvvntlon,  boi  U  1u■k^mr^d1cv4  lln'  Talldil)' of  (h«1r  artlani 


UiBlr  nBTanllon. 


u  apvuhiDff  tbnriiKb 


UK&dEMIu.  uF-in  < Ilil^n  I>>,^1  L.-rtalo  irania  nf land 
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kiMm  we  have  inlk^  bo  mu'*!).  nnil  npon  which  we  haro  f 
In5ii<tml  DO  strictly.     Anil  until  that  f|uality  vra^  roritort>«l.  ; 
I  (ihoiild  «xt*rt  inv-ielt.  worr  1  :i  N(>rtliorn  lunn.  up  to  tho  j 
UxW  point  of  luy  capm'ity  to  ba\e  it  risitwi'ed  hy  ull  Iciriliiuate 
mcauA. 

"What  will  )w  (h.-  npxt  offeof?  This  nnii-i.'  will.  In  th<» 
next  Cun(rrt>K4.  be  flMt-d  by  im-n  KtMit  hom  to  m-tiry  tliiK 
wronj;.  and  tbp  !>ruuth  will  bo  c<>ui|<fll>'<l  tt>  Hcccd«  to  that 
dfmand  fir  t*  nsiff.  Ilcr  priiii)  may  i)»  woundiil ;  her  HeuKi- 
hilltirtf  are  to  bi>  Hfrl'^tt^•I:  niiiJ  th>>u  tho  next  niuvi'UiiHit  nf 
thOBu  who  play  U*  lu-r  pnju'lico'*  will  1m>  to  drat;  hot  over  the 
precipice  of  dUunion.  in  that  ni'innMit  whitu  Hhe  smarts  un- 
dor  the  efti^rtd  of  fluii;^  and  wimudi-d  pride.  It  is  exai'tly 
bocau^e  I  i^en  thi<M  nMi*»'<iiipnri>8  uhi>al.  t)i:it  I  am  tonlay 
firm  and  Bt<*ady  In  oiipuHJiinn.  I  liMik  l<>rwnrd  on  the  path 
hitfore  UM.  and  i  s<*o  it  K':id^  to  thut  Hlternntive  uhich  I  haru 
mid  Is  mo^t  lik**ly  to  mrur,  and  my  duty  nntl  {tatrioti-im 
alike  demand  th:it  T  ^hnnld  rcsi.-tt  thiH  bill,  and  advocate 
that  «*<iu:ility  which  U  tipufy  IioImocu  all  M'ctiunii  of  my 
country.  T  'tak«*  that  iM.-4iti..n,  :ind  chuttrfitlly  I  idiall  rest 
apoD  it.  ftatistii-d  that  I  uni  rii^iit,  and  I  ihall  be  liUfitaiDuU  in 
it  by  a  patrii'lin  o<»n»titU4'ncy. 

*^&ir,  it  wen*  >MN>tle!«K  to  n'lurn  to  thn  Ht'uaie  bill;  but  a« 
lam  upon  the  ttm^r.  I  will  rtv.i^titnlut'!  !n  brief  teriUM — for 
I  do  not  want  to  dotnlii  the  11'>un*4 — thu  hniid^  and  p>ilntH 
upon  whii'h  my  nwii  opinfuns  have  turuod  thus  fur,  and  by 
which  my  course  ban  b<im  ;;uiili'<l.  I  hunnl  Uu^  K<^ntlemnn 
from  Gi*orpitt  [Mr.  .St«'pl«L»n8l  yejit'-rday  pnip<Mind  tho  quei*- 
tion  tn  thH  gi'Utlemnn  from  Maryland  [Mr.  l>iiviK]  whether 
lie  l>uliL'THd  thi4  territorial  let;i>lKtur')  which  oalbnl  the  coii- 
Tention  in  Kauifui  ha>l  tbi>  p^iwi'r  to  rrdl  n  ctinvention  ?  I 
do  not  know  what  reHpon^e  waa  made,  but  I  diiMru  to  my  to 
the  gHntlemau  from  <ivortfia.  and  to  the  country,  that  that 
Tery  point  is  the  hingint;  point  upon  which  my  conTlctlona 
on  thi4  matter  turn.  I  do  not  l>elioTo  that  the  territorial 
lei^«lature  powiiHsel  tlie  power  to  initiate  a  convention  to 
such  a  dtf^i^i^  a.s  to  bind  fiilii>r  KanMiK  or  the  OmfrreM  of 
the  Unite<l  Stutefl.  I  N>lii.<ve  tliat  when  that  convention  was 
A'4embb>d.  and  when  ir  had  drafted  n  conrttitution.  the  want 
of  the  pre-ao8ent  of  Con^rLx^^  preventtnl  the  inxtrumont 
from  biudinit  CV)n(;reR<;  and  if  il  did  not  bind  Cxm^^rejiii,  it 
oould  not  bind  ttie  ptK>plH  nf  K.nnvaB.  If  I  had  time  I 
cuald  thimoHiirtit^  thnt  proportion.  Anil,  Mr.  when  the  peo- 
ple of  KanMi'4  Hent  up  to  uh.  tbruu<;h  her  dele-.;nte  npon  thie 
U'Xir.  who  hu:'  a  le;;al  tlntu»  hen>.  by  thx  reRolutionn  of  her 
letfi^lnture.  which  iit  a  lefrn.!  IkkIv — thnniKli  lier  vote  on  the 
4lh  of  January,  reifular  «»r  irrejulur — throu;;h  tlio  territfiHal 
governor,  who  was  the  fiilcral  (ijip-iritif*— nni|  thrf»ujrh  the 
t'Tritorial  •"■"Tf-t.iry — ll>ron-.'ii  nil  tli<'!tu  chtnnelH  the  clear. 
di.<ttinrt  tii-cl.tr.iti<>n,  '  w«*  ar«  n(>t  willing;  that  tiiis  coniotitu- 
tiun  (ihnll  ]>•'  tin*  t'un(iiim<>Mt<tI.  |«i1iti'-al  luiv  (>(  the  state;' 
believiti^j  jis  I  diil.  nnit  .i-;  I  yet.  d-i.  that  thf  letri'-latnre 
which  inithifel  it  had  no  li':;.il  ri^rlit  tn  i|i»  -io,  tbtt  the  I're- 
Kiilent  who  (•.»n!««-nt''d  had  no  jiiri'ilii'tji-n.  nml  then'fon'hii* 
ron.«««nt  yiflJcd  no  allitional  ji  iwi-r.  I  tilt,  niyvlf  iMiund  to 
pnii.ie,  nn-l  listen  to  the  \«'Jo-  o|"  the  im-djiIi?.  .''Ir.  no  sp**- 
cio\w  8ophistri<'>  roul-.l  4|iK-<ua<ii>  me.  :in-i  nu  casui^-lry  Iwtray 
nie.  Afl'T  all.  il  finally  i-'Mik-"'  !•>  thi"«.  wlictht-r  we  nru  to 
olwy  tlie  it''iim  of  till"  rnnvcfifiiin  or  the  will  <if  the  |H?oplo. 
While  1  nail  liN^rtv  t<»  ai-t.  whih-it  w,*"*  within  my  TcMitrres- 
i«ional  function  to  >i<*t.  I  did  ni>t  hesitate  tn  tak>'  Ihiit  |>o.-4i- 
tion  whi<-h  li.id  a  tt'inh'iii'y  t<»  iriv-  tli>>  filiv».t  chnim)  to  thi' 
p^ffA^  of  l\'iit>' lA  ('»  /«"/.•'■  n  'yifittit'il'i'ii  hi  -in'  fh'  msilvi.  Ih*- 
fjre  ei«tHhli««hi!i;;  rel.itinns  with  tli<-iii  by  liw.  under  which 
r>»lnllons  I  nii-.'lit  hi'  calli'tl  u|--'n  n"xt  «••■•!;  \t\  if>in]i"l  theru, 
Uh  force  of  iiriiu.  to  obey  that  instrument  a:»  their  eon.stitu- 
tinn. 

••Hot.  i^Y.  I  will  jjot  ilwr'ii  i:n  the  Sfn.ife  lilll.  or  th«' 
aninndmcMt  i»f  th>'  lb>::-f"  Im^  -lii!l  ci.tiliin'  uiys'-lf  to  this 
report.  Wf  l.nv."  ha  I  a  cniif  r.-ir-';  anl  1  "-ay  that,  in  my 
opiui  >n.  the  cuirf'-is  h;i\<'  -.I'lniif''  I  ih-.'  <jiii'«tii)n  «>  thnt 
the  penplf  "f  I\.;ii«.is  niiv  -.r't  1:  .l-l  :»f  it.  Imt  e:in  i;et  h'dd 
of  it  «»nly  af  th<'  -xitn-'-  of  stn'.ti:.  i.-i;;  tli>;ii'!'lvi'«i.  H  Ik  ac- 
r«)U)pani>'<l  wyh  ii  di-.il>!iiiT  :i<  t.  i^  hi  !i.  i  i  iii\  >i:  i  i.)n.  mnkei* 
an  invi'lidits  ih>(iM<'ti<in  U-t>v,iii  -h-  iV*"*  tn-l  the  hlave 
state*  of  the  ciMMitry  in  p-rar  I  ii.  th' ii  in-tir Mtion.<.  which 
will  have  a  teni'Mn  y  tu  w-umil  the  |.ri  !••  'f  tho  maiority, 
Uiii  to  eHtahli-h  n  rnl'*  i-f  aciimi  that  il  x-*  wx^-xW  lor  un  to 
pursue.  We.  who  K'l"ri.:  l-i  th-M  h-M  >ii  <>f  the  iMimtry  that 
i-  in  a  miu'Tity  <>;'  r-  pp'>v-nt,itiMM.  mi^ihi  t«»  !«•  wnii'l'-rfully 
(•an'fnl  thur.  wh-.-.ievi--  W"  iiisujuti;  :i  ml"  nf  a:ti')n  h»Te,  it 
■ih-ill  Im>  Liii-oil  u  ■••.!  iriiinuiahlo  priui-iplcs  of  justice  ami 
t'uiii>iitnll'>ii:ii  ruh' 

"Now.  »ir.  n  t  »»i-;i  -r  '•'  il*f  un  the  H^u-*'.  T  plint  my- 
neir  n)«>n  th'-"  i'"ij>  -i';'n«!  :i^  inili--alin^  lb-  i"»-n«on.s  why 
I  o|)|iii^  !  thi-^  hill,  h'-i  Us  h:iVi'  ji'.i'th-r  n-nf.  n  iic«',  if  you 
ple:i-i.«.  riMik-  I'iF  thai  Ji'  I'-Iir.-^  a  *  n\\\\  I«-uv,»  the  i-nablini; 
a."l.  and  II  will  ■din;  ^m'..  ■  liliy  ib'se  tn  the  (Vitlenden- 
.Moni;:  >ni«ry  aiii.iid'ncnr  I  ■  un- 1  •  %  ite  for  it ;  Im'c.iU"^  what 
I  wantiil  ai  the  conuie  ::-  n  nt.  anii  wh-ii  I  want  nt  the 
elo.-Je.  is  rt /i»r  .'..'/•  m. /'/'.'■  ."  K  'ifiti  t'ljr-'n'f'/.  I  ilo  not 
want,  and  n«v  r  bav-  want  .■!  t  »  h-iive  the  Kiiii>aH  iliflicully 
Open.  Had  a  majority  of  ;!■••  uninNrs  of  thir>  IIoum!  U-en 
of  my  opiniim  at  th<>  i^tnrt.  I  w<miI  I  have  liiid  down  thoi  | 
principle  that  do  ittatc  shuuU  be  »UmitUKl  into  the  Uuiou  i 


without  vnflBi'ient  population — upon  a  l4*cml  rrnffn»— Av 
pr»per  repntaeutatiun.  I  wouM  have  Mdtle^l  thnt  iMdnl  ai 
the  rommenrcuent.  and  1  Wi>uld  have  truidioi  my.^i*  br  It 
in  the  ca»e  of  KauKi^;  bat  there  i;*  <«earrcly  any  r>uw.  btrt 
of  my  way  of  thinkim;.  I  wioild  rather  l''*  Unk  !••  fh«l 
rule  and  now  eslubliith  it,  immut.-ildy.  if  it  wprr  p-.^^iMe. 
ofttablihh  it  M  the  rub?  for  th^  futun'.  ratli*-r  than  any  clhrr 
rule.  I  know  I  canudt  find  otbi-r  ailvomt'"  of  it :  nn  tli4 
contrary,  it  Ih  prop>i«e<l  to  hrin-;  in  Knii-tiii  t^lth  ap<<pulatit>a 
of  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  IhouHand  |»i"«i|'le— I  do  not  kn-fw  b-.v 
many  there  are.  but  I  do  not  think  there  an*  ortr  t*iy 
thouHand;  T  have  never  w»«»n  any  mmle  tf  f-ileulati-m  that 
wouM  make  tier  population  more  thin  f'-rty  ihniiMind. 
S>me  f^rntieman  Niiii  thin  mornin;r  th:»t  tiovi-rnnr  Valk«r 
thinka  i«ho  will  have  a  pi^pulation  of  ninety-three  thomaad 
by  the  tail.  I  do  not  know  what  hiit  enleubitii^iu  arc.  or 
how  faitt  Iminlcration  i*  f?Aui:  th-rc.  Hut.  if  nhe  mu«t  be 
admitted.  Uie  plain,  Ciir,  equitnide  prt>(i->fdtinn  U  the  |>tov» 
•itiun  of  the  Crittendcn-Montt;oniery  umeniinM'nt  (i-ntl^ 
men  upon  tbiii  fride  of  thn  Ilouxei,  «lio  voteii  fi>r  thar  pnt|k«- 
cition,  voted  for  it  with  tiieir  eyeft  o|»t>n.  Thev  vi»Uti  ht  H 
not  only  a.4  an  amenilnient,  but  lh**T  voim!  fi>r  it  to  make  it 
an  net  of  Goni^resa.  They  dkl  hi.  well  undiT^rundin*  tbRl 
it  eml>raced  tlie  principle  that  if  It  »aa  the  will  of  Ihr  pwk. 
pie  of  Kansia  tl)nt  ahe  ahuuld  be  a  niavo  atate,  tliry  cooo^4 
that  ahe  should  b**." 

Mr.  ItURXETT.  Will  my  eollcagiM  allow  me  to  aak  him 
a  qnef>tion  f 

3lr.  II.  Marshalu    No.  idr:  I  ahall  ^t  through  ilirv^fly. 

Sir.  BtmNRTT.  My  cnllua(;ui>  doeti  n<»t  represent  the  ^» 
tiemen  on  the  other  Ftilc  rorn-efly. 

Several  viricea  on  the  Kopuiili'ran  riile.    '  Ve«.  \v*  doe«." 

Mr.  II.  MiRKiiALi^  I  will  yifld  to  any  Intcrmplion  fh>m 
any  meml)er  of  t lie  Kepublican  parly  who  want*  u>  riw  and 
cimtrodict  the  Htateuieut. 

Mr.  Ih.'RNETT.  Why  will  not  the  irentlpman  yield  to  m". 
one  of  hia  oUleaguea,  to  put  a  queHllun  to  gentlemen  npon 
the  othi*r  Kide  ? 

Mr.  II.  Marshall.  Dornaf'e  I  do^ot  want  to  be  Interrupt^ 
— because  I  am  not  makiiit;  a  ppein-h  here  fi-r  party  e^^»n  urwi 
tlie  country.  I  repeat  to  my  colleague,  and  1  r^pt^t  it  to 
the  Ami*rlcan  people  hen?  In  my  place,  that  if  there  i*  in 
this  Ilail  a  member  of  the  Repubiimn  party  who  did  niit 
fully  and  entirely  uniler!«tand.  when  he  vot>nl  fn  the  Crt*- 
tenden*Montt^mery  profHiKition,  that  Ite  wa<  ai»umlnir  th<f 
poiiition  which  I  liave  stated,  he  can  riM  in  bis  place  and 
cuutradict  me. 

.Mr.  SiiERM\.x  of  Ohio.    Mr.  Ppeak'-r 

TheSrKAKKR.  IK-m-s  the  irwntleman  fr  jm  Kentucky  >ie!  I 
to  the  ]r<*ntlenian  fn>m  <>hi<i]r 

Mr.  II.  Maksmii.l.    f'ertainly.  sir, 

.Mr.  Shkhmw  of  Oldo.  I  lii  sin'  t-i  kit  tbnt  I  a'.Ti*  In 
every  p:irticiil,ir  with  tlie  s<-niirne!it  jn-iT  nlf<-ritl  l-y  ih'-ci-r 
tlenian  fn^rn  Kentucky,  nod  I  will  -:i\.  thi:  »i  far  r«  nir 
knowhil.:«*  exten-ls.  en-ry  li»*|'nbiii-nn  m-  ml—r  of  the  ]|in>' 
r«'«d,  j'arefnlly  con^iibTe-l.  and  ii4inliTrl  «»\ir  the  r«it:.  v 
den  aniendment.  and  vntt-il  liir  it  wt;h  hi*  eyrn  hju'm:  bni 
with  the  dixtini't  un'lfr!»'an<lin".:  (hat  ibe  tret'tlemm  fn-rn 
the  fren  state**,  Ki1oiii;int;  to  tlh'  D.nio'rn'.ii*  i^rly.  Ii^il 
jiled^ed  to  H*  their  ffiltli  and  lion-r  lliat  tie  v  i-i'ly  wanrp.i 
a  fair.  ntrai.ibtfi»rwanl,  op»-n  opp.  rlunlty  to  earry  ■■».it  I*  eir 
prineipli)  of  popular  Ki)verfi.;nt\  in  Kun-a^.  and  >h.il  th  i 
would  t-tand  by  and  ndlnTe  li>  lh<*  pr.i|M'>iti-'ii  ni.iil>-  m  th.if 
amendment.  Ilelyint;  with  inr',ili>'it  faith  ny-'-n  thin  unb-''- 
ftanilini;.  we  voted  tor  the  amendment,  and  have  i>l»iidily 
adhered  to  it. 

Mr.  HiRNETT.     I  n«*k  my  (v.^i-a-^m — f-r  T   kn^'W  h»'  -b"^ 
nnt  want  the  facta  fo  p*  to  tli*'  r- nr.frv  «lih  n  nii-utk  :-r 
><tan<lin!; — to  let  m>'  ]inipound  a  iim-^'ion  i>i  ibi>  ^•■ntb  men 
on  the  other  f>id«>. 

Mr.  II.  Mm;.-um.I-  Why,  the  pT.tl-m.in  wj'l  Iwve  an 
opportuidty  after  i  nm  done. 

Mr.  Iti  KXKTT.     Itnt  I  rnnnot  <r«'t  it  int"  ynir  ft-^fh.     Vlv 
colle.vue  alb»w-«  Illnck   UepuMi-aii*  to  jnati-  H^pl^uat'  m- 
but  will  not  allow  hU  own  (Mliea:;ue  to  ;^k  e^on  3i  Kini.'l-' 
qui'slion. 

Mr.  II.  M\R^n\T.l~  I  vill  vieM  t->  the  «.,.it.,r  member  fmri 
Ohio  [Mr.  (lidilin:;.''],  mLu  \h  a  uir-iul- r  nt  the  Utpul<lir.tn 
I»arty.  aa  wt»  all  kni-.w. 

Mr.  (iiDDiNOi*.  It  Id  ppdmblv  kn'^wn.  Mr  Sponkrr.  tbtt  I 
waa  about  the  last'to  en  into  th**  huiij-rt  ■  ftl.it  «'rJ!ti"Ti.».  n- 
Montv;omery  am>'ndni<<nt :  anil  I  N'^*iire  lb-*  .'<-iilli-m!in  fr"ni 
Kentuiky.  I  aa-mre  the  ni--mber')  -d  thi-*  lion***  snd  ib»" 
country,  that  the  only  indn«^■nrl<nl  th^t  1  Ind  t'*  j'  ?"or  it 
WH«  that  I  understt**!— 1  did  U'-t  hi-ar  it  nn^-lf— l.»»t  I 
underst'Nxl  that  every  trentlenian  W'lon^ln;:  to  the  lkiUi;la» 
win;{  of  the  Demo«'ralie  party  iipy>l  |ib>ili:i-d  fo  theconntry 
and  to  themaelvesi  and  to  their  cr^imiitueni  le:s  to  vtand  Ly 
that  propoKiliim  for  ever. 

\ljnwl  criiw  fn)m  the  llepuUican  aide  rf  tho  lluoas  of 
•■  That  i*  true." 

Mr.  (liddinc^  was  hen)  taken  with  Kudien  Indlop^ritlnn, 
and  waa  carried  out  of  the  llall  in  a  HiintinK  condltlaia.l 

Mr.  0)X.  With  the  permiaaion  of  th«  svntknuB  mm 
Kentucky— 


IT  BO  ttrrltatT  ntigbt  to  bi  ndniltM 
ttta  ■uyouf  iliepulB  that  prliHlpkf 


ipHlsUon.    Wa  can  »>  Tuni 


w  mwIb  <iinii«li  UiHiElila  lau  w«t  Uail  (lut  iij<'iiii< 
m  fDD  •Btor  tfa<  Union.'  V«  thai.«  ImI.  buI  J<"> 
HlUuilpu  ■!  cODnnllDnii,  vUeli  nivdUlarli  htmi  h 
)l  EbU  ^HfiK  ■nA  lBln4B»  qnHHiini  of  <tl*n)r.l  .1.. 
(aikm  In  CDoimii.    Wa  (hna  nUtblkb  ftaitind  t-u:  ■ 

Oaftt  tyania  nit  r' nV,. ::-,■■    ..i  .,  ,.  . 


(he  di»tUoB  of  Ihls  Un  Ibrru  w«.'  •."  xfl^nipt  lo  pramr. 


PiHea.  WiUitH  IrfntacE 


b,  IMS. 

B.  [I  la  villi  that  ths  LFMmMnn  tnn'tttaUKn  li  not 
>d  bi  ■  mb>  of  Uia  DHplo.  Vnu  will  airrw  wllh  IB»— 
M  ba  iwBwdal— lliat  tin  aan/arm  of  tba  Mioi  la 
.,  ..■KHjiwom.    Tlu  lapfrbtnl  Ininlqr  tK.  irbal  d  Ibe 
^ntllMnur    niliKrtpnnldaaltar  (mDumaorijBllot. 
A  ttid  lo  oiM  on*  Hirni  pniiilla.  Kwvu  la.  urnn  lb<f 
»r  Um  Pradihinl,  ailmltul ;  bmlT  <lu  olbar 
'  thMI  H  li  dH-oM  iDd  haU  Dial  Uu  iiwt<l> 

„i/  Md  lh*l  buuunm  "la  vUbiial  nllcll^t  |> 
.    Tbnajua  winiMFB4»lliU  EhapantriaorKanvu 

t.  ...-, ..^„ -MB>M»l]f  U>  «>lo  Ibr 

_ D,  u  lAiMlcb  Iba  aH 

H  «;»■■'>  PRxMad  (hat  Ihi  bkllou  w  ba  uand  a(  Iha 
jM«aliinild<«iiUln  IhawnHf^UrsnKOtffn,'  or 

B*    W"  U  ail,    Tb*  luurai 

■Man  ailnll  Ihlii  bat  ibrj  al 
iliuBlyagbDivbiD.'    Tbia  ol 

ibiiunn  la  d«'b1.i].  vht>b  oi 
tin  pwtK  »Un»  (br  it  ainlBal 
diM.  win  itailda  nbalbT  Ihtj  ir 


«ou  u  ail,    Tb*  luuraiuiii  or  th*  iM  Itaalf  «l«arlj' 

.   .>.i. , .._,       ,[„„   ^1,   oBDonaUW  of    Iha 

_ —  Ib'raUlm  IbU  n  h  Bola'bnM 

EliuBlyagbBilvbiD.'  TbIa  oljaolloB  h  rnralr  (dial,  not 
Mil.  1  >Binatpan)i>iiliipuIaaaiBaaarftnw.ai>  thai  tb* 
(abxann  la  d«'b1,i].  vht>b  DDqaiMloaitbtr  la  iba  nia, 
rhapanf^lajmUojiIbrKrafalBalihaiiniiindilnn  tor  Mimla- 

iniotulhm.  or  vhaUar  thai 


puiiuUilan  euiiillDi  tbvin  1 

•■n»EDii]labUUwaai[ 
llw  laH  naOFl.  lo  iDBlie  1 
AtaMt  achama  ot  U)»«  ni 
nt*  "XmH  than  tb>  aobi 
Itfwnnilsn  roaaUiuiloii. 
tdekof  Ihaktnd  am  atta 


or  Oblu,  In  Uil  llauu  at  Rapn- 
.  raanll  nT  IhHr  ■l-llbfrMInni.  „ 


Fng  nbutrVlimi  ttaouHsd  1 

mlHlai]  iDcb  a  pnimlllon  « 

an  lagl.lallog  tar  att  lapllon' 
m  Um  Nottb.  irlHcb  «g  «oii 
br,  ETpraprtard  to  Ifae  SDUfb  ^ 


ml   By 


nr  tbay  want  la  da^mte  niQ  lo  Ibnt  puslrlon,  I  dial]  ba 
fw  no  loBHcr,    I  biiTB  Inrnnl  In  Lbo  tb-iKml  ot  Dinrali  In 


lu«  BQilMOrir.y,  ^  r^rtivncnliii 


'Ji-cl  Ibia  propoelrloB. 

'    Knrr  fHw  atat*  of 
f  Ihaliwnilciiiu.agt 


■"rtbaUwlii 


i''<i     ,11'":'     :-r-l.   RapaaTwIlltKtlii'alilbboli 

.'      li,ll„.|;'-li'"    1    TlofllHjWth.     ■niaf™...bHM 

1       "»j  bclp  mrttnat  iri  um  *  \(ittbetti  u™ 
I    IW  U"lylllllIIuO^;•ntt^»s.4\>«^I■v^»l^.  "v-*"- 
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yroyidop  of  it  flndi  ravport  la  ■omid  reMon  and  In  wIm 
yraoedent  Etch  pnmidoii  flndi  authority  In  the  argu- 
■Mnts  and  TOtef  of  the  R«pabllc«na,  in  referanee  to  Kaniaa, 
at  this  Tery  eewlon.  This  bill  proiridee  for  the  immediate 
adiaiwion  of  Kannw  nnder  the  Lecmnpton  ooDKtltntion.  pro- 
Tided  tho  people  desire  it;  to  did  the  Crittenden  and  Munt- 
fomery  amendments.  This  bill  proTldee  for  a  donation  of 
etrtain  land,  if  the  state  should  be  organised;  so  did  the 
Montgomery  amendment,  preecriblng  the  same  land  and  the 
nme  cundltions. 

**Tbis  bill  provides  that  in  ease  the  state  he  not  now  ad- 
mitted, it  shall  have  the  rlj^ht  to  sale  admittance  when  it 
attains  tho  requinte  population.  Tills  was  the  Republican 
■eheme  until  the  Democrats  ailopted  It 

**This  bUi  provides  ttiat  the  convention  shall  be  held 
mnder  the  autwuity  of  the  territorial  legislature,  elected  by 
the  people. 

<*The  Montgomery  sinendment  providtNl  that  It  should  be 
bflild  under  the  direction  and  control  of  foiieml  (rfUciala 

**This  bill  provides  that  the  new  eonsUtniion  wher 
ftmned,  shall  be  sent  to  Ounicre-ss  pri<ir  to  the  admission. 

**The  Montgomery  amendment  proridod  that-,  upon  its 
fMrmation,  without  being  wnt  to  Congress  or  the  PreMidKnt, 
BO  matter  what  it  contained,  or  bow  fraudulently  made, 
the  President  should  proclaim  Kansas  admitted  as  a  tUilv 
under  it 

**  This  bill  is  very  similar  to  that  for  which  every  Repub- 
Uoan  voted,  and  wherever  it  diners  from  it,  \*  obviously 
■nperior;  and  yet,  in  tiie  madnifv  of  their  party  ci>al,  tiiey 
▼llUy  it  and  its  supporters,  Ihn^etting  that  every  epithet 
they  use  applies  to  their  own  handiwork,  and  every  motive 
tb&j  impute  will  account  for  their  own  votea** 

Hon.  Quaai  £.  Puoh  of  Ohio,  in  the  Senate,  April  28th, 
1868. 

**  A  committee  of  conference  was  therefore  appointed,  and 
we  have  now  l>efore  ui*  the  ajcrtMment  of  that  committee. 
What  is  it?  I  do  not  yet  undrrxtand  how  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  means  to  interpret  t\w  bill  now  pro)>ON>d.  If  ho 
underHtiindtf  it  as  suhmlttlag  the  constitution  of  Kansas  to 
a  vote  of  the  pvojile  by  net  <»f  Congrom,  I  tell  him  that  such 
ta  not  my  intin'pn'totinn  at  nil.  \Ve  have  not  the  power  to 
msko  aconMtltntion  for  KnnMs;  wo  hnve  not  the  powt-r  to 
alter  one  which  hax  U^en  ms'ie ;  and  how,  therefore,  can  we 
prescribe,  after  the  people  have  acted,  the  manner  in  which 
their  conxtitution  shall  bo  rutlfled  f  How  can  wk  change  the 
method  of  it<i  ratiflt^tion?  That  Is  ns  mnch  the  act  of  tho 
people  a-*  tho  constitution  it.Mtlf:  and  If  Coni;n«ri  should 
change  the  niethofl  of  ratitirntion.  It  wonM  iw^umo  the  ri»;ht 
to  make  or  unmake  the  (-(tustitutlon.  That,  therefore,  we 
cannot  do. 

••  But  over  what  question  have  we  ninple  anil  complete 
authority?  Over  tin*  question  of  »^^rni■«^loll,  That  is  our 
quivtion:  It  L*  confl<ltrd  to  us  by  th<!  Constitution  of  the 
Uniteil  Htatc!^  An<l.  ronsiH-iucntly.  whm  it  wax  stated,  at 
an  early  period  ofthi^  dobnt<>.  that  Kan-^.iM  came  tiith<;rwith 
a  iH'tllion  in  hi»r  luiuds.  I  utateil  truly  the  pray«r  of  the 
petition.  Not  that  wo  phi^ulil  approve  hi'r  constitution,  or 
ratify  her  conf»titation,  or  nniuud  her  contititutlon.  Such 
was  not  the  petition.  AVh.tt  whs  it?  To  b*t  mimittf.'d  into 
the  Union  as  antate:  tiiat  wni«  her  petlti>in — nothing  else. 
IVe  ran  gmnt  the  p«»tition.  or  wo  can  refuM^  it.  We  could 
refuse  It  withont  any  r«*f«Tence  to  h«.'r  <i»ni«tItutlon.  Wh 
may  refuse  it  Ikh-iiu-k?  !«hi*  has  not  the  n-ijulMte  population. 
We  may  refun»»  It  bectiuuM  th«  l)onndarIi;8  pp>|»<».<H»d  are  iin- 
propyr.*  We  may  refu!»«<  it  lnwauwe  the  «dmi*sion  of  thu 
territiwy  «s  a  ftate  would  disturb  the  penci^alile  n^lationH  of 
the  other  states.  Why,  n'xr,  wi*  hnve  on  your  table  a  pro- 
p09>e<l  constitution  for  Utah ;  and  if  it  wen*  on  Its  face  entirely 
unobjectionable.  I  would  not  vote  to  ndmit  that  territory 
Into  the  Union  as  a  st.ite.  I  would  vote  on  that  question 
wholly  regnrdl<>Hn  of  what  th**  constitution  r«tntains  or  omits. 
I  would  voto  against  Utah  U'niU'MJ  I  do  not  wtnh  to  aiimlt 
into  the  Union  aH  a  sovcn-ipn  rommunity  tho^e  who  deba<M 
themsDlves  to  the  level  of  the  brutoa.  1  would  n«ject  her 
witliout  any  rrtferenco  to  her  r«'»nMtitutlon.  The  ri|:ht  of 
iiidmi-<Hlon,  or  tliH  ptiwtTof  ailnils>ion.  l^  rppo^^i  in  0^n.:reM. 
It  Is  a  p<^wer  not  to  bo  abusi-l.  It  U  a  i^iwor  to  l«t«  u.-^'d 
rightly,  to  l»e  used  Mith  due  diitcretion;  an^l  thiTi'fore, 
although  I  claim  It  a«  an  alwolntf  jK-wer  r»»Tio^-d  In  u.«,  I 
agree  that  to  cHtabIi«h  any  ti'>t  of  <lis'Tliiilnii1|i<n  N-twtH'n 
the  statei*  nlrendy  in  tU<'  Uni'm.  wouhi  )h>  h  irrons  abuM*  and 
out^ft^^^  At  the  formation  of  thy  >ViJ,»r«l  O institution, 
ir»me  of  th«'  xtHte.H  Wf»n'  !«lai"b'>ldins;  sinl  sonm  non-»«lave- 
holdtni!  Hlati.-s;  snd  I  IvIIi-m-  iii.it  t«i  rejin-t  a  new  Mt-tto  b««- 
nius*'  -hi*  is  either  a  tilaveb  •l<iiui;  nr  non-flavphitMinvr  i<tHte. 
wonl<l  Ih*  to  abu!<o  tin?  im.wit  v^'.^ti'd  in  t'on;in.'Si«  >»y  thf  Con- 
eUtutlon.        e**.4.*^** 

*'  1  h.ivn  already  !(.ii<I  tliikt  w>*  \y.uts  uu  judixment  u(miu  thts 
con.Htiiutiiin  of  KanKax  ex('<'iit  tii<i<H:lari«  tliAt  it  ifi  re|>ubli.an 
Inform.  Onr  art  I-*  the  aiiuiiitsion  of  thu  Htntc:  anil  we 
Ci'iuid  S4imit  her  without  any  ronntitiilion  if  slie  hsd  only  ii 
form  of  government  in  at'tual  opvratiou.  What  ilid  the 
JijDator  aflinaU)  be  our  duty  lu  the  case?    Ue  said  if  there 


WM  any  dispute  m  to  the  dirirt  of  tho  pioplo  of 
be  admitted  into  the  Unhm,  to  bo  admitted  now.  ft  ww  ow 
doty  to  refcr  that  question— the  qoeatlnn  ot  admlsitoB  H 
a  plsin,  safe,  unmistakable  manner  of  derision  by  tho  pccfli 
of  Kansas  themselves.  The  committee  of  oonfrrencv.  tha» 
fore,  has  answered  the  Senatnr^s  own  demand  wbeii  he 
spoke  on  the  Z)d  of  December  last  Hie  queetioB  oC  feiil 
disputed,  the  only  question  is.  whether  the  pivoploof  XaMM 
desire  to  be  admitted  now.  That  Is  the  qnei^tJun  lafcsw^  M 
them  by  this  bilL 

**  In  a  very  able  argument  dollveretl  by  one  of  wj  ea^ 
leagues  in  the  other  House  ^>Ir.  Groeslwck:.  It  was  h^ 
eeHtvd  that  the  people  of  Kansas  migiit  have  tern  dceiMM^ 
in  June  last,  to  come  into  the  Unkm,  hot  still  bad  a  righl  M 
change  their  optaioos  and  vote  otherwise.  Ho  amU  lhal,H 
they  had  a  right  to  present  us  a  petition,  they  had  a  i4|hl 
to  withdraw  it  at  any  time  before  aeceptaoco. 

"  Well,  sir,  I  ooncnr  in  that  Admtasiun  is  tho  act  of  biA 
parties.  They  must  ai*k,  and  we  are  to  grant.  And  wk« 
we  were  about  to  grant  the  {hrnalor  from  Mlrblgan 
oiifrht  to  be  sure  that  the  pe<^le  desired  admission 
Ho  expressed  it  as  strongly  as  I  have  suid.  Ho 
that  although  the  people  might  my,  *  we  are  wlllias  to  Iha 
under  this  L«oomptim  constitution  when  wo  get  nndy  It 
be  a  state.'  they  liad  also  a  riiiht  to  say,  ^  we  mrv  not  na^ 
to  beoiime  a  ftate  now.'  The  Hones  bill  itroeeeOs  on  tht 
same  iilea.  It  pruviiles  that  when  a  new  oonvrotion  AaU 
be  assembled  in  Kansas,  the  first  question  deckled  fteB 
be  whether  tliey  will  come  Into  the  Union  at  that 
L<et  me  read  it : 


'*  *  When  so  assembled,  the  convention  ihAll  flrnt  detsfBlaa 
by  a  vote  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the  propo««l  State  tt 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  at  that  time;  and  If  sOb  khaU 
proo*^  to  form  a  constitution,  aud  take  all  nectssaiy  stefM 
for  the  establlshmeut  of  a  stite  goveruniunt,'  Ac 

"  I  relate  this  to  show  that  the  qui-stlon  of  adndndnq  fen 
no  necessary  connexion,  so  far  as  (Vingress  Is  concvrevd, 
wltli  tlie  constitution  of  the  state,  and  U*  rnhnm  that  the 
Senator  fnmi  Michit;au  himself  drew  rlie  dlsiioction:  that 
he  infihteil  upon  it;  that  It  expressed  the  burden  of  his  e^ 
jeetion  to  the  Senate  Mil. 

**  The  constitution  of  Kansas  hail  been  formed  wivn  shi 
applieil  fi*r  admlsnion.  In  the  nme  of  an  enabling  Bi-t  lliat 
specifies  the  terms  of  admission  before  the  miiptitetloD  li 
made;  but,  in  the  present  case,  the  const itui ion  was  firrt 
made.  The  constitution  was  brought  to  us.  and  the  Seoativ. 
by  the  tenni  of  his  argument  s<-knowlcilj(cHl  that  the  €»» 
stitntion  niinht  lie  perfi*oily  a(i>>pt.tMe.  and  yet  the  i*«^ 
of  KanMi«  mi;cht  not  d<-slri?  to  U<  ailmittet] ;  aul.  thervfora, 
he  in>(i>tt'd,  and  T  aisree  with  hhu,  that  thn  qn—tii^n  of  aJ. 
mittinte  the  f*tati<  whi*  a  pniper  one  fi>r  Con^trfM.  and  b^talty 
ditfiTent  fri>m  Ihi*  iiue^tiou  uf  referring  the  c(in»titutlon  tC 
the  people  for  nitifirutlon. 

"  Now,  1  s.iy  the  bill  r»*ported  by  the  rommittr**  of  cf* 
ference  is  a  bill  t<>  asr*«'rt.iln,  in  a  plain  and  ui>mi>«takatle 
manner,  aixordiin;  to  th«'  Senator's  own  dfm.tuil.  wbi4hcr 
the  |>oo]ile  of  KanKn4  dl'^in•  to  come  intu  the  Uuion  now.  I 
read  from  the  Aist  (lart  of  ll.<;  first  section  : 

"■That  tho  que«itlou  of  admlf^icn.  with  the  f 'llowing  pro 
positions  in  lieu  of  the  ordinanu'  fran^'d  ut  lAV<'.u|rlnn.  le 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peoph*  of  Kau'i^  and  asseatel 
to  by  them,  or  a  mnjority  of  tlie  voters,  voting  at  ma  rkvtiwo 
to  Ih>  hvld  fiT  that  puriiose.' 

"That  the  question  of  ailmluion  be  submitted  to  tht 
peoplf  of  K-nnsaf.  .Asrain,  let  me  read  In  retfrrnce  to  tht 
voto  upon  this  question: 

**  *  At  the  said  election  the  voting  shall  be  by  bidlot.  ani 
by  endorsing  on  his  ballot  as  eai'h  voter  may'ple^uc.  *f^ 
position  ari«t.pte«l.'  or  'iintpofltlon  rej^'trd.'  i^kb-inlJ  a 
msjorlty  of  llu*  votei*  cast  ln«  for  •pmpowti«>n  arrfp>4.*  ths 
I'niiMent  of  the  I'nitol  .^tattfn,  nn  is -on  as  tli«-  f«ct  i<  Jaly 
made  known  to  him,  ehall  annonnrt*  the  "amo  by  prorla 
mation.  and  tli«>ri>after  an<l  witliout  sny  further  pp.rfT«d 
itvzTt  on  the  pnrt  of  (^lnl;^f'^s,  th«-  adHii-ftton  of  t^i«  ^tatecl 
KanwiM  Into  the  Union  ui^'U  sn  etjual  f  Biting  wiih  Ike 
orlirinal  states  in  ail  rcvpii-ts  whatever,  sh^ll  be  cuKphls 
aud  abnolute.' 

**  And  Bgnin: 

•••  llut  should  H  mnjority  of  the  vrti«?  »T»st  W  for  'pr  pew 
i^ition  n-jtH'te'i.'  it  ^hllll  Im>  divmed  anij  h*-ld  that  the  ft-  y)m 
of  KanMi<  do  not  desire  adinUsit.n  Intu  thf  I'ninn  witk  «ai| 
«*on!<iitulion  undi>r  the  rt>ndltlMiR  A-t  fi>rth  in  Kai-I  pr  (tui- 
tion. Slid  In  that  evi'ut  the  p«^ip>e  nf  oh  1 1  t^rrilfry  ars 
hrfi'by  snthoriieil  snd  emiH'Wi-nol  to  furm  ht  IhiioMhff  a 
o.>ni<titutlon  and  state  goTurnm«'nL* 

*'  !i^  in  refi-rvnce  to  the  ninvrntlon  U*  hi*  called  hi'i^atrr 
undi-r  the  cnifiTMnirv*  bill.  ThalmnvMntion.  when  a«ii>iot'!<^i, 
H  fimt  to  di'terniine  by  a  vot**  wh*4her  it  i^  th^  wi»h  uf  'he 
people  of  Kansas  to  bo  admitted  Intu  tlie  Union  at  thai 
time.    So  In  the  preamble: 


jvhkk  to  to rKUl>  nr  M 


nM  I  aboDW  to  ny  Id  Om  Saalb,  that,  wlwi 
irir  ta  (rt  tbM  Bapntlku  iHmiKn  to  Mil  1)1 
ihit  TOMt  I  dM  ID  with  IB  aje  to  tbi  lluzt  t 


m  lb*  iMr  >—  tMi  Boom  teriv  toM 
ad fcr thi  Twri— wiiihB  >tartg» 
rl*.   nB«TI>«MW«illN|iw*inag« 

■WA  tiM,  kOI  >Uti  tb*  kM  Ud  IMiMI 

mn  «IM  «■!  JaMM  Ml  hUob  iMI  «•■ 
>  «bo  ten  Mt  «90B  Mb  Im  Ik*  mnwlir. 


wtoMW  to  b*<Mt  I  wUiHat  wHktka 
■a  Wito.ir  aoT  otM  liinr  ■>>■  >M  tb* 

thtSoMtrtBCMtH. 

1 1  teta  Mm*  l>  Ikb  B«  low  waaA  ftr 
at  I  ■■  eoBBltUd  Id  thi  lla*  ?aaB9  nan 
MM  la  tUo  MMtwi  wd  e*««M  IdTi,  I 
Hr,*naMa»to.  1  vmU  Ok*  to  ka»  vho- 
pBaAJn  wlfo  wa  taw  n»  tutaitid  Hr, 
«Bdtitl>rt»  UtO,  nbM  no  atoWaol  fai 


w  dn  jsa  ban  »nnd  Mdv 


TfiS" 


■  tirlbol  ptaaMfc «bib  H  fl 

■Mi&airiB<M*ftMiUiAtb»iraliidr  Wbat 
■■»  imwaiidf  WhatBdNrartaiMi  kn« 
■OB  HMa  lb*  mqr  Btladilo  wbab  ttat  >o*t 
K«  Mod  ■poafc  Iwi»  H  n^bal  a  pht- 
<fc  oi«n  bnawt  — ou  ft^  OTaroMlM  if 
oridatMd.  IbirtTMo  ItaMlM  tb«  wMdm 

k*  pMMRi  ((  m  «r  ■■  >bo  adiwoMS 

aakr  nmlnir  la  ba  bno  [Tlf  1  •( 
3i>hatdoj«aM>Fi«aoit  " 


dlharatow. 

•■a  Bval'BO  kal  ava  n  to  ol  ttat  «■ 

1  Ac,  tonUic  ft*  ofBrfHjr  <rib«  itMoi^  aad 

"-  I    r     loMMUIih  IbMran 

lh*n>B nfi  BBd lUr hB*a <aM  B to U 
ttotoito.ltiUbM.  ai*t>»ya»l»JK«» 

MflM  nia^Ml^Kd  to  ajBUdt  AkiJ 

ta  MnMon  to  tbt  Biotamwl  ofBwfc  •. 
hn  tta  lopuHitoBa  Aldid  OH  ran,  vatla. 

■to  lb*  Boott,  OBd  toU  tba  Bovlb  wtat  Ibm 
Mi^Ma^  abM  tfanm  la  tb^viadrh 
fdOngrfenMrnqalnuali.  lAtHOM 
■■ill  Mil  iiiiiiloMoliij  iiii    II  ortba  Pnai- 

a  k  iMMAad,  tbal  >£n  tb*  Un.  a  aANd 
RdHlaUHNBal^  mahad  jhrt^lf  ^ 

a«w  of  1^  Bitiialli  poiy  iiiaiii  H 

d  «dU  arf  <ti«  »(  ohMb.  M  iiSMo  « 
VM.  Wtaa  Iho  lioalgaiBvHMHnI 
■arUod  ftr  dtaiac  It,  ■■  »  minaid  «M 
Iboo ow^U,  tooancH  hiM  AfMy 

a;,  I  hna  tiM  b  Ibta  HtUr  to  to  naoUr 
kt  I  bam  toft  la  ar  uUkTi  ■r*.  aU  Uh 
kaite  I  wm  hiAM  au  In  IhH  matiT.  f 
«Blr  KrtH  hM  mil  |>lut.nBa  npca  wUA. 
■**•»  tori  koaad  M  i«>d<  Itaa  Oh  Uaton. 
>linnid,latlbnitoBad*.  Hii«,ito,«bB 
fcU  OMMtlj,  ■MrlaandiaTibrtAib* 
Itot  omTwIw  h  Ibon.  Id  thla  •wnMi'tSbD 


EHkat  dtanaknl  WbT.  ilr,  "ni  Oh  an  of  rblUbeod 
itkantbaHloMdntT'  I  ban  bd  hw  of  dlmnlon.  t 
n  DO  kar  O^Iba  pnto  of  tbo  Boua  will  ll>b-D  Ibr  a 
■«t to tb* aUqian  ofdbn  ~ 


„  J  ttM  nutr  tbo  MtaU*  of  Bij  haartr  >nd  riBnro 
tknka,  «  boHt  nd  MftsBd  oUIpUnn.  tbit  ilMir 
^fattaa  ma  tqaal  to  th*  tiA  of  ililiif  Ibat  toM,  wbtcb 
rWlm  tbiffMwtth  a  akib  to  MUblMi  poon  ud  naoDrd 


lbaal<8MmWk'  ThoItaDosnnanaotoBMDtwIlb 
tko  propoMtoB  that  Ibo  doatHvo  of  popalar  aownlnitT 
itelf  ba  canlBd  kmri,  aad  tbat  lb*  iMOptg  of  Kuini  duj 
hava  a  itoto  Itoa  orolaf^  aa  (liaj  fivftc.  Tbor  bow  procaad 
coi Map bofood UM  InodtmB|iucriifTi»a]aj,A|irll 
ir.tta  IMbtoBd  ■oato.  I  am  Md  o  rind*  aubiDn,  to 
III  ytm  Ma  Iba  mimiii  to  which  the  nc«FHi  of  thla  coa- 

■■IotbonMBllaw,lf  Um  Sauta  bill  paia,  Kuuu  div 
latoatatotUUBtoataaiUTo  itala,orib*  caoDDt  mmiot 
•n.  BatklbalMa.- 
"Tob  wbe  t^Miat  tba  Soalb,  I  uk  roa  In  tb*  pwbI 
iUbb  aonortaaN  If  that  la  Uh  Imu  npeu  wbich  no  i>n>- 
la*  to  ao  to  tba  aaaalrTt  I  aik  joa  If  thai  !■  Hie  lano 
iiBoa  a  bilk  pm  aia  Koiiacad  to  [melpltaU  tba  flnutbr 
Twa  Blilkwi  ■ado  tto  doHaialtoD  tlialihi  |Kin|il«  ot  Kan- 
II  ■till  rtaBa»liii  Ihh  ■lalTai  TliaT  llii  1 1  ii'i  '  "  i 
ran  to  ban  tb*  ilAt  to  T«a  whatbat  the;  wvald  ba  a  fn* 
tatoBrariamitiSa 
-kal  toa  aia  aakiitoail  la  tb*  (nratir  hi  lbl>  bill  (a 

"°  ?'__"_"P_  .. _. •-'---•■o™.'tI]l.   Doe* 

JOB  an  attcmptlDi 
imalTfl  pTfhBlaT^ 

S[blK  rf'5i.''ij«pl»  of  *U  aaitlma.'^bnt  a  SnuUipm  pro- 

■-  which  tap  now  to  duiBt  tia  banniri  lo  th* 

b«  laaBcB^  and  to  aQ  to  Uwm  tbu  tbiir 
n  to  roar  JannaoII  Tba  paoplu  of  Kaa- 
.  KadJP  to  CO  UM  kr.  I  h*N  nanr  lu  tba 
.r„^  ^,-^—  Of  nj  laiUatlTa  axparioK*  ondaTAtood  a 
falall>«OBUo>ntBbMtorlhaB  Ida  thla  which  TOO  Duso- 
tfatt  pnaoB%  aad  aaraf  bakn  tpera  ajr  eooeiiiMoBa  ao 
InriT  «ud  *■  to  tt*  abaolata  pnariato  of  bit  poUikat 
«am.  I*BwllllvlbMaktFriDrhia,«baiAnoaopbT,  tba 
kotaUlf  ,  aad  Iba  pcadiBaa  of  Uf  •eOM  ■•}  I*  Judiiud  of  by 
Iba  pi^li  af  mj  aattto  Mto;  and  aa  I  ualrmk  to  do  to 

to  art  wtlh  iBMh*.  wtlh  BodMlo^aDj  witb  M^^  In 
tt^aato  oflnkHltoB  wbIA  nioia  to  tha  rinhu  of  ill,  tnt 

■a.  M  ■»  anoBtot  tt  ftp  priaelplaa  w*  fallow.    1  jlcld  tba 
of  Obki,  la  hia  ]<tt«  to  bM 


k  tLt  Oc 


liarifi  tbat  Iht  ntlflntlan  )* 


■uaotto  OBrtooda  llaaaa  flt,a> 
lh*i*a^*iBwllHB(  toa«m*ak.uu.um..u.  F»H»..r 
ntatr  aad  It*  oblipilli»  IneMaflt  to  adnMoo  IMo  lb* 

•>II»lBarilBrjlBBd,llB»ball  of  RiDliKl?,  both  Amari- 
iBD^  aad  Howard  oflbdiUio,  RapabUso,  all  adinKleil  la 
Oftrjlttlbm  Ibat  tUa  UU  Tlftnallr  aobaillttd  the  cea- 

■Qmaabatk.  Lawnant  aad  Oox  all  lUtad  (bat  tbaj  TOttd 
kr  K  tiiiarri  II  dM  as  aabnll  lb*  coBntltBtloD. 

•  Ooltaiaa  of  HIaalHlppI  and  BoDbuB  of  Sooth  Cuom* 
mM  afBlaat  H  tw  tba  lama  naaoa. 

■Aad  DDW  tba  KapabUeaa^  boTtiif  mad*  tbcmaalTaa 
tb*  «>wmllj  cf  adndttloc  K 


.  •*  tf  tta  Taagla  ■!  tt^Ma  ttat  V^u *B>^  <V 
1     a^^iMl  ^■^a.^aa«»X.>i**— >• "—" 
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the  adopilon  or  rejeetkm  of  fhe  ronstltutlan.  the  more  ob- 
Jeettonablo  bfcAiue  that  refifiynce  la  not  mail«*  to  the  quart 
•OTeniKQty  wtikrh  lu'ted  VL\>fin  that  inRtrumimt  orl>;liiAlly, 
nor  to  tliA  people  aetin;;  un«Ipr  an  nnrnnized  ptrvrnrnHnt,  but 
to  a  diHoncanHed  masd  of  TOter«,  who  cannot  fipoak  for  the 
■OTereifnitT  of  a  ftatu. 

I  oppnae  the  meamirc,  in  the  R^^uif  plai*^.  hecanni*  it  In 
•  roneendon  upon  thin  (iui*stlon  whifh  I.  tin  a  iSiHitlivra 
Ban,  am  not  prepared  to  makn.  J  roitard  thin  mnte^t  an  a 
nere  Incident  to  the  rinvvry  qnK^Mon.  I  nin  deoiroiia  of 
feelnt;  thla  gnrcat  is^ue  h«ftwi<en  ihi>  North  imil  ^uth  brfiuirht 
/>  fiiir.  honeet.  and  flnal  RottlHineiit-.  whifii  Mhnll  for  civr 
recQi^iae  the  full  •.'onstitutiunal  CNinulUy  of  tho  alarAhnld* 
Ins  states.  If  wo  can  como  to  tonii!*,  no  man  in  the  Himw 
will  rt-Jniee  mom  thnn  T.  Tf  wn  cannot.  Ift  us  8«*parate. 
These  are  the  main  reaitnns  why  I  opp0A>  thb*  biil. 

I  will  answer  the  otht«r  question  propounded  by  the  (ten- 
tleman,  that  I  look  upon  the  act  of  the  people  of  Kanmui  m 
omnplete— as  an  act  of  quasi  sornreignty,  with  the  consent 
of  the  United  States,  In  the  formation  of  a  constitution.  I 
regard  that  act  as  complete  and  bindini;  up<Mi  the  people  nf 
Kansas,  and  as  the  only  voice  that  we  have  recoivM  here  in 
refpird  to  their  will,  l  have  opposud  the  refi«rence  of  thn 
whole  auestlon  back  to  the  people  of  Kansas,  or  i«Ten  to  any 
political  power  In  Kansas;  and  I  oppose  it  now  the  more  be- 
cause  It  la  simply  a  reference  back  to  the  indiridiukl  men 
who  may  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  time  this  Tute  i^  to  be 
taken.  These  are.  In  short,  some  of  the  n^vwus  why,  with 
alt  respect  ff)r  the  opinions  of  my  political  friends,  I  cannot 
•upport  this  bill.  I  will  not  take  any  mors  of  the  gentle- 
man's time  by  saying  more. 

Letter  of  Hon.  Eli  S.  SnoRm  of  Alabama,  in  dolimce  of 
bis  vote  on  the  Conferenoe  Bill  to  admit  Kansas  Into  the 
Union. 

nouse  of  ReprosentatiTes, 

Washintrton,  June  4, 1868. 
To  the  Erlltorof  the  AbbeTllle  Adrcrtisfr:— 
The  bill  itself,  wlion  properly  underiftnnd.  cannot  be  con- 
■trued  as  making  any  couces<(ion  to  the  North.  It  ombndJHi 
no  compromise  of  th«>  slarnry  qutmtiim.  so  flir  as  the  South  i<t 
eoncemed.  If  there  he  In  it  any  elifment  of  a  '  comprnnlse,' 
It  is  the  first  triumph  the  Sftuth  haii  «'Ter  achii^veil  orer 
the  North  in  that  line*,  for  by  the  bill,  the  North  has  be^n 
eomi>eneil  to  consent  that  tfn'tiy^hrrr  thouMwl  propfe  in 
Kantax  may  be  admittml  into  the  Union  as  a  state  with  a 
pn>-$lir<Ty  crtntiilutiim,  while  they  cannot  be  arlmitt>'d  as 
an  avfi-fltirfry  flnU  utilil  they  numNr  nin-'ty-thrrf  tfionfonU 
mwh.  Til"'  IruHi  '\*  that  Kansis  waf  already  priirlimflif  lo-it 
to  thp  South  as  a  !»lave  stato — not  by  any  Hi-tion  <if  Cf»nirrt*s.«, 
but  beoau!<L'  th*»  Fr»H)SolUTfl  had  llt'Tnlly  tnkon  tho  t'Tiitory. 
ll.'\d  Con^rt'.xs  aimittcd  K.iih.hh  into  the  Union  ami  cou- 
i«nt«"d  to  donate  Iut  thi*  tv^fniti-thnc  miUirm  i-f  acrtg  of  tbo 
public  land"*  whifh  shi»  tlmnrfhii  in  her  onllnnnc*^ «x  a  jyirt 
of  fi'-r  jtrnjyiMtii'n  to  omy  In.  tho  imn)H<Iinte  cfr^ft  would 
navi'  btvu  tho  aljulition  <»f  slsvery  in  Kani<.-ii«,  tho  ebTtion 
of  tbo.-«o  atiolition  out-throats  Lane  and  Kobin.^on,  ur  otht-rs 
of  Ibn  f«:inM'  kidney,  to  the  .Sennti'.  nnd  uuotluT  ULn^k  K»»- 

Sublioan  to  the  IIoiwp.  It  wa«»  vvll  known  thnt  tho  Aiioll- 
oni^fji  held  a  majority  In  tho  Kansas  li'si«i»tun'.  Are 
Southern  men  .so  extnMOi'ly  anxious  to  incrra*f  tht.  strfiitith 
e^  nur  ftnemux  in  Coni:r.;'»'«  ha  to  l>o  willlni;  to  «/ijwr»/}v  t/it> 
Vnion  f'lr  thnt  jmrfVif^f  Suroly  not.  It  wnnli  be  more 
Ben«i)<lo  to  talk  niN>ut  dl^KoIvini;  it  ))ec:tU8e  there  iin>  almidy 
so  mnny  In  Oon^p-pfs.  You  should  al-w  n'mombcr  that  at 
tho  timi'  tho  cnforonoM  Mil  liofame  a  law,  the  i>"0|ilo  of 
Kan!«as.  UTnior  tho  authority  of  an  act  of  hor  loj;:i>«lHturo, 
h&il  olo^t^^l  delof^atos  to  anothiT  oonytitutiorial  c(»nTcntli.>n : 
that  convention  h.id  assomblod  and  adopted  another  consti- 
tution by  which  slavery  was  for  ever  a'^WiKhe*!  in  Kan.ws, 
and  tho  «l»M'iivo  franchise  conf»'rre«l  oven  niK»n  nejrroes! 

Th"  ;;reat  priwip-r  for  which,  during:  th«»  i>ro<^ont  sosnion, 
th"  Sonlh«!rn  m»«nib»»rH  in  Con;.;ro.>«s  have  contended  in  this 
Kan«cis  contrivi»r»y  was,  that  no  gtato  ^honM  W  rrfuftfl  ad- 
mi'"'ion  into  tlio  Union  bocauw  of  slavery  in  its  constitution. 
Tlio  conft'n'n«i»  bill  somres  for  w*  tho  n>co>jnitlon  of  that  prin- 
cipb*.  while  tho  f'Ti-osi  of  our  en»Mni««:«  aro  not  («tr«n-.rt honed 
In  ConjmHR.  There  wa<*  a  din-'t  vote  in  the  IIimisw  of  Kopn>- 
iontsitive."*.  on  a  inoMon  Kubniittttil  by  the  n"tori-in><iiildinjr."*, 
Xnr^jrrf  Kfim-if  vuth  hr  pr<t-flii'<ry  nm^itntiun.  Con>:n»ss 
Tffusfd  In  rr-j'-rf  hrr.  Thr  >)in.  :i"»  it  flnKlly  piir:!«>d.  sci'opts 
the  l/>comiiton  ctinstltuti  ii  as  thi*  oonstilution  of  tho  jMi^file 
of  Kansas — mako-i  no  ohjiM-tlnn  to  it  bo<'au-o  It  rocii;mi*'S 
ilavory:  admits  tho  stat*-  into  the  Union  nn'ler  that  ronnti- 
tutlon.  to  t;iko  effect  !iy  pPM-lanistion  of  ihi*  I'roBiiliMit  of  the 
Unltoil  States  wlionevor  ho  is  offli-iully  notifiiHl  tliut  tho  jhvv- 
pie  of  K.insaH  hnve  dooi-l*'*!  by  .in  elo<*tion  to  at^s'pf  th«'  u.-nif 

Stnntify  of  pnb'ic  lan'H  allowtnl  to  tlio  oth»T  «tat'"«  wh-n 
ley  wop*  ndinitto«i.  inyteml  i>f  tho  tn'<nnnuf  tjmnt nftiPfpfu- 
(krtf  miVum  of  nrr*s,  which  Kansn^  th  intinti>-it  and  rjtfm'ti 
M  c  partffh''r  prnpotitinn  for  admi'sfiMi.  .Appondiil  to  this 
l^t«r  you  will  find  a  c«»py  of  tho  ordlnauiv  pti.H<«i».i  by  tho 
conrentloa  that  framed  th**  Kanm^  c«jn.«t(tution.  By  refer- 
Mioe  to  it  jou  will  see  that  Kansas  poidtivoly  asjerts  that 


she  has  an  uHtfauhlfd  rifjM  to  tar  wfthln  hvr  Hnftv  Ifei 
lands  belonrlni?  to  the  Uiiiti;*!  States  i*hen^v*Y  she  Is  it' 
milled  Into  Iho  Union,  and  fintpnupii  to  n-UnqnUli  that  nilt 
if  tht*  cmdiUtm*  which  she  inipiVi^*  *  shnll  bo  acrerict  asil 
ai;rreed  to  by  the  Contrrens  of  the  Unit"*!  ?ttal««.'  Hkitan 
tliosHi  omdUiimitf  A  demand  that  ('i>fi^rtkM  tftnll  iriv^  hsra 
certain  quantity  of  our  publii^'uidii.  wliioli  the  Cj\tank\n6fmn 
of  the  tieiieral  I^and  OlHoi>  ba-<  offlcfnllT  tvtimitteil  wmU 
amount  to  twentf/t'tft  miUi»M nfacrrti  The eniifvrenr*  MU 
admits  Rau!«as  fully  into  the  Union  as  A  sluTe  Mute,  batflrtf 
n>qnin>.<«  her  to  n>linqui/»h  hi>r  a«sertv<l  rti;ht  to  tax  rhi*  pal  Ue 
domain,  or  to  lay  claim  tlieroto:  arMl  t'DWrn  to  r>ve  hef,ta 
if)n>idi!ratlon  of  iii.it  reliuiiulsliment,  the  yruaJ  >/Muii'<f|rsf 
l-ind'<  that  have  be*-n  given  to  tho  n4*w  j.taliii.  Suck  o» 
dititiM  havn  always  been  imiKwed  by  OngroM  vh^i  aitols 
was  admitted  into  die  Union,  and  in  no  nngU  imtiunet  km 
th^.  rule  liffit  rariiii. 

Many  of  our  pnperv,  I  observe,  hare  alluded  to  the  fat 
that  Minnesota  has  been  fidtjf  admitted  Into  tbe  Uata, 
while  Kansas  is  kept  in  a  stete  of  snsiHfnM.  until  h#r  pasyk 
ratify  the  chan!;o  prnpiMed  by  Congrviw  In  her  laod  wr^ 
nance.  Thl^.  t<to.  lias  been  unfhJrly  urged  t9  breed  dhiisu 
tent  in  the  public  wind  at  the  Soatb  agalnat  her  (UlhM 
reprcsentalivi4i  in  Congress.  I  was  opposed  to  the  ailmiwtw 
of  Minnesota,  as  the  rect>rd  show*.  I  had  seveml  gnnd  aol 
tnfflcient  rKai>nn!«  to  impel  me  to  that  course.    But  it  la  ps» 

Cer  for  me  to  say  here,  that  Minnesota  espivsvly  coonatii 
y  an  art  of  the  convention  that  fhrnied  her  constitaliau, 
to  rel{n)(ui<-h  the  rivrht  of  taxation,  Ac  v/ien  Me  mwu  ttrwa 
ami  for  the  mmt  qunntUy  nf  land  that  OongrvMi  now  cfcfs 
to  KansaM.  Hence  it  appears  that  ther*>  I*  nothing  Im  the 
ailuiission  of  Minnesota  wliirh  ran  be  fclrly  used  to  preve 
that  an  unjust  dlscrluiiuatlon  has  b««n  mads  ag^fait 
Kansas. 

Again,  it  has  boon  assiMted  by  some  gentlMnen  of  dih 
tinction  in  .\l.tbaniH.  and  who  ought  to  hav^  known  bstlir, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Oonirrei«s  to  admit  Kansas  Intotbt 
Union  on  e<iual  term^  with  the  original  thirtfirn  j4iifeiL  as'i 
that  l>ocau»o  auch  contUtlons  appertaining  to  the  right  «i 
tsxation  and  to  the  useful  and  eminent  domain,  were  sol 
Imjioi^i'd  U|>on  t^wsf  states,  that,  thfirfore,  no  such  eomttttooB 
should  bo  roqnIn>il  of  Kansas.  The  amiw#r  Ih  simply  Ihiik 
Tlie  original  thirteen  states  were  each  tntfrfign  and  ttdi^ 
prn'li'nt  ff'itimmmtit  liefore  they  entenni  intti  the  Fid<nl 
com{>act  and  forme^l  the  Union.  The  lands  wvre  tbs  alsi^ 
lute  property  of  the  several  !<tatea.  respectirely,  in  which 
thoy  wen.-  lucnted.  It  is  dilTorent  in  Kansas  and  all  the 
other  Kl.-ttes  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  Unkni,esflBp^ 
injr  T«'xas. 

She  wa^  a  }»veret^n  Inilopendent  goTemment  at  tbe 
time  of  luT  anuHxation,  ami  still  rotnin*  all  cf  h^  puMtr 
lamh.  Th<>  public  iii>m:iin  in  KauKas  liel<>n;74  t<>  tbt;»  p^'H" 
of  hII  tli<*  >-t-tt.e«— to  the  po<^pIe  of  .\taliAina  .ind  Ueonrit  as 
wi*ll  as  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  Coni^ross  ai-ts  men-ly  as 
their  fif/nU.  and  it  i«  it.-  d'lt*/  to  pnif'^i  tho  f>r«iprr(v  •/ tl«» 
jMxiple  of  the  iH-vomI  nt  lU'f,  an>i  not  to  A^uamk^  It  ^y  rMi- 
1«':«M  d<>nati'>n4  to  tho  new  ctiit''^.  m*»n'ly  Ktbu*!*  they  .!■» 
mind  it,  to  (Miiiblo  thi'ni  V>  fiiip|><^rt  a  »tate  e^'Vi-rnnieut.  It 
w;is.  th(T''f<iro,  I  ciMit»*H'J,  the  duly  of  C«»nen!>"»  ti»  r>:j.«i't  th- 
I.niil  ovdinanci*  submitted  by  Kan^fcris.  Th»' original  ."^•■n**.- 
bill.  Hhi>-h  wa«  warmly  .•(Upported  ly  the  xiiuje  prg'ts-*  ii 
the  .'*'inth  which  now  d»Mi'>unco  the  ciinf-n*mi»  bill.  r^^»^.-i 
tho  Land  proposition,  and  pp>viil<>-J  fi»r  th>'  aidnil*d-io  of 
Kantvis  ufMin  tho  '*^xprrfn  cnditwn  that  ml>l  Mat'  slml] 
nwer  interfont  with  tho  priniarv  di<i>i>sal  of  the  i>nbIicIiL>l«. 
or  with  any  regulations  which  <Br>ngr^>sa  may  fln<l  nf^'^u.-y 
for  six'uring  the  titlf  in  said  lands  to  tho  hma  4dr  purrhaieii 
and  grnntoo^  thereof,  or  imfftff  or  l^ry  unj/  t'lr.  .■j*f*>7i'rii. 
or  imposition  of  any  do.*crlplion  whatever  ui*»n  ihom.  or 
other  property  of  the  Unite-l  States,  within  the  llniit«  -T 
said  state;  and  nothing  in  thi.x  act  shall  U'  n>n«tn>-l  s«  an 
iitprnt  b}f  Om'jrta  tn  oU,  ortoanifofth^  pr*qv>fi*>"n*  ••r  H,ii^i 
cont:iino«I  in  the  oniinsnce  auui*xed  to  tho  i<all  I'lni'tituti <a 
of  the  people  of  K.VHai*.  ftc' 

Supiio'e  that  hill  h.\'l  pas*ed,  waa  Khnnx*ftiny  ailmittH 
inti^  tho  Union  ?  Not  without  some  fuhwpi^rnt  orjoin.  •  h^br 
shn  ratifiHt  the  change  in  her  land  proprndtinn  anil  -^'nMi^t-d 
to  the  cfinditionf  ini\tnn't\  by  Uonsrvt^s.  Hut  it  I*  again  Mil. 
that  Kan!«i.<«  wouM  have  l)een  n  Ktate  in  the  I'nixn  n;Mor  th« 
Senate  bill,  whenever  tho  ledslatiut'!  hail  i-let-ti^i  tboir  Senv 
tor«.  and  sent  them  on  to  Wa«hinirtim.  That,  I  submit.  H 
yieldin;;  tho  whole  qm'stton.  It  admits  that  it  was  no>>*iinry 
f>>r  Kan"aM  to  do  pnndttiufj  to  signify  her  r"fritmt  to  Hm'  t-Toif 
roqnin'd  by  Oonirrv-s.  If  tho  .^iMiHtion  Ii%;i-i!atun<>  in  Kan- 
sas had  refu»o<l  to  olii't  their  Senators,  or  jM-nd  any  Rfpr^ 
sentatives  to  Washini;ton.  and  hail  dectiled  that  Iho'v  wonM 
nt^  accept  the  term*  of  < 'on'_'n'Sj«  in  r*"«pi'rt  to  the  land*.  tN-n. 
wirf-r  t'l''  Sn-if''  f-if!  I'v/f".  Kan^a<«  would  ^till  liavt*  had  tb* 
jj-iwi-r  iiiilirrrtly  t'«  dof«'at  a  stat«»  c<>«emn)«'nt  und*^  Th# 
|j*«com])ton  conxiitution— and  xuch  action  may  baio  hron 
l».-«fio:I  tipon  their  ho^tiliiv  to  ulavery.  So.  undi>r  tb^  cvnf-t 
entre  bill,  if  Kan^a^  omrnti  to  tiio  duinge  msifo  byiVuAHO 
in  hor  land  onlinnuce.  then  she  is  to  |i«  prticlaiiMd  by  the 
IM^'sident  a  siatn  in  tho  Uahm  undi-r  the  Lef«.implnQ  consti- 
tution, which  Congress  has  already  aeeeptcd  as  valM  and 


APPENDIX. 


751 


«%lL3Mi  1b  fcnt.  TIm  eatutiUttHm  !■  not  r«t«rr«d  bade  to 
)  pacplo  of  KanflM  for  mtiflcatinii  ur  ivjertii>D;  yt*t  it  it 
MHvnt  to  all,  that  omlM  tlie  oiulereuce  bill,  a^  wvU  a« 
itar  the  Senate  UlL  Kaoiaa  ha«  tbe  iir>«rer  to  UvA'nt  the 
Aicuratlon  of  any  utate  poTvrDmf nt,  by  rl■fu^in^  to  elect 
nben  to  Coiif(re«a,  ami  by  Ui*a^r«<«*inff  tu  tlio  nuiUitiuu* 
•Ired.  It  takes  two  to  uake  a  iNU-f^ain.  Tbe  S«uthfrn 
egeation  would  all  he  to  pmrornNl  tbe  Lii*(Mniit»n  cimetilii* 
n  dMr,  didounnccted  from  the  land  urdhiiuact*,  but  the 
iTBDUon  iu  Kaoiae  that  fkvmed  that  lii»truiu»»t  eocum- 
«d  the  queetioii  with  thoae  condiLiouH.  We  Lml  tu  art 
Ml  tbe  questioD  ae  it  was  presented  to  Cungruak  by  the 
pie  ot  KanM*  tbemmlvM. 

iuppoae  Kania^  had  preifuutnl  her  coiiHtUuliun  arcom- 
iled  by  the  iiropoeitli^n  tu  cuuie  iuu>  tlu.<  I'liion,  aui|  con- 
K  to  the  ojtual  reetrieUunn  about  thi'  pubhi*  laiiUfi.  ^/ro- 
flrfGonioeas  wuuldgive  her  fiei-n/.v  mtl!i"n  u/d'^iart  iu  cath 
I  of  uur  common  treaeory.    la  theiv  a  iiuiii  in  tho  t'uion 

0  would  aay  that  we  ought  tu  have  voieU  hi>r  tJie  muuvy? 
pprehend  not    Suppose  whe  bad  umUe  xut-h  an  applloar 

1  Instead  of  the  on«  wbb'h  nhn  tlid  iu;(kH.  and  Con^rfi** 
I  passed  an  act  derlarlnit  that  Iut  omiUUMfiiat  van  republic 

And  lexally  adopted;  thnt  it  itiuM  nwt  .ilT*>rd  tu  pay  her 
nvmh  money;  but  that  tbi*  l^*t«t«leiit  >ihi>ul<l  admit  tJio 
•  by  proclamation  as  mtou  as  hiT  ]itHtpU>  would  airrw  to 
ivB  erne  niillioo  of  <liilUirs.    HouM  that  lutve  licen  a 
gMen  by  Cuuicree^  of  the  am/tHiUinH,  or  a  rt-fitrence  of  it 
k  to  the  pei^le  tit  cmtincatlMo  cir  n-Jorliou  1    C!<«rlT  not. 
■Id  Kansas  havv  be<*n  /uJljif  admitted  intn  tlie  L'nion 
tt  she  had  done  xome  uKt  i^liervby  tha  i<iKnifl<^i  h«>r  om- 
to  the  proposed  rhtn:n;  in  her  muiH'V  demand  f     l)y  no 
as.     8nppi*w  Nhe  rtftuvil  to  aovpt  llie  t«*rmri  ufTenid  by 
(mas.  where  is  the  p<)wi'r  to  fi-rr^  h.r  tn  tht  it.  und  to  cit- 
her iiU<^tht  Uni/tnf    Tlie  (.'«>n>tiiuti.ui  ff  tlie  Unitfi 
ea  confers  upnn  Om)cres;i  tii**  ri(;ht  In  ailniil  m-w  htjtlc*. 
Ihey  most  cume  ib  Tuluutarily~tbi.*y  cannot  tie  brought 
i  H  armit. 

ippoae  Kamuui  rej«H:tM  the  pnip<>«iti>in  tendervd  to  her 

OUKreai,  in  what  pordtiun  ia  i^lur  left  by  tbe  c<iiifen>nce 

Under  a  territorial  p^vernnient  when-  tlnr*  rjf  in  n.cfy- 

l  trnd  pniedrd  by  iIih  derixinn  of  the  Supn'Uie  Tourt  <if 

United  Statue,  In  the  celebrated  I>red  Ni)tt  vm,*.     Uy 

ig  tu  reject  the  land  pmp<.iHiti<>n,  the  iieiiple  of  Knnnaf 

(Mlves  rtsuaif  their  t4*rritoriaI  Ki'Virnnifut.    Tliey  art* 

required  by  the  bill  to  remain  h  i)n>->ln%'>'ry  terht4iry 

tliey  ba>e  (MiiOiX)  people.     Itnl  It  is  su:;i;i'K(oil  by  si>nie 

omen  that  Kanims  may  apply  fur  ailuiicHon  hh  a  fre«> 

,  lN*fi>re  ah?  liaN  thi>  p(ipulatii>n  Hx«-l  in  tlie  bill.    If  muHi 

'ent  Hhould  oi-cur,  I  do  not  U'li*'Vi*  tli.-it  Cnn^resH  would 

t  her,  uul«M  the  Black  ItepnblimnM  have  h  ni:ijority  in 

enate  and  lionMeof  Repreitentntiv>Hi.     The  IK-miNT.-itii* 

Is  pbfdiced  ajrainfit  it.    But.  (itioulil  KanxiiH  W  lirout^ht 

he  Uniuu  uudvr  (lU'.'h  rlrrumptan<-i*<i.  tLXMU  Hnti-4|aTci'y 

and   in  direct  opposition  to  exi'>tin:;  lawN.  t'tot  act 

1  pnMtitto  the  i<<>uth  a  ninrh  iH-tUrfi'thfthf/  ittiiK  than 

old  have  raii>edovef  \h\s  Kan»-irt  ■{Ufntiou,  had  C«>n^rurts 

rned  without  effecting  a  sttlllement. 

sarkfl  of  Mr.  Tooxiu  in  the  Senate. 

Toomw  Raid : 

I*retfident:  As  it  is  the  very  nliTlnu*  purp^>«i*  of  the 

I,  I  suppom.  not  to  take  tliis  vut«  until  th-re  i.i  actitio 

Mwe,  I  shall  occupy  a  few  mlnutev  of  itn  ti'm*  in  fci^inc 

asons  why  I  approve  the  artion  Qf  the  cumniitto«'  of 

tmoH.    It  is  111  no  wise  dlstajitefui  to  me.    I  )u>artily 

fait:  I  think  it  is  awlie  muasure^a  u^ifMl  mra^^ure. 

it  because  it  tiettles  this  question  upon  a  principle, 

t>t  on  a  ooncef<slon.    It  bi  a  concewittn  by  nobody,  by 

tion  of  the  Union:  but  it  settles  thU  i|uiiitiou  upon 

lies  which  I  have  maintained  from  ttie  iiegiunlug  of 

itroTersy.    It  is  not  subject  to  two  iuter[»re(ation8. 

ipoae  so  is  an  imagination  of  its  op|)ououts.  and  their 

ifflrulty  in  finding  reations  for  their  oppt^iition  tu  it 

engtbened  my  own  opinion  in  ics  favor     I  iH^liere  the 

the  coalition,  took  about  three  days  to  determine 

Mr  they  should  go  for  or  aj^lnst  it.     I  very  much 

Uiat  they  Jid  not  come  to  a  determination  to  maintain, 

I  It  Is  based  upon  principle. 

idi'H  has  lieen   suggejited,   I   belb've.   first  by   my 

ble  frleml  fn)m  Keiitui'ky  JMr.  Critti-nileu'.  and  then 

into  generally  by  th<N«>  wtio  co-o)H'rnte  wfth  him  in 

;iO!<itiou,  that  that  is  capable  of  two  Intcrpretationii; 

Is  a  fubmififiion  and  not  a  subuiii<<«iiio.     Now,  Mr. 

nt.  I  he  bill  Itself  iii  oleiir,  plain,  and  diittinit.  and 

of  no  two  interpretatii»n«.     Kan-an  rrop<>^«Ht  to  the 

>s  of  the  United  Stati'M  tu  come  into  the  Unbm  under 

Itutlbu  made  at  lA>f'umpton,  an<l  u|)«>u  the  further 

m  that  we  should  Krant  tu  her  rertain  land  bountiee, 

'>ther#,  seventeen  millions  for  the  rumplction  of  raiU 

We  entered  into  this  disruNsion  for  and  u:(Hlnst  the 

tun  constitution.    The  friends  of  that  eon ititu tion,  '. 

ho  snnporti^l  the  measure,  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 

ition,  oeld  that  the  I^ecompton  eoni*titution  was  the 

Aod  fririjr  axprmad  will  of  tbe  people  of  Kaoaaa. 


ThcTvfora  «e  accepted  It:  we  acceptad  it  in  tha  maunt 
which  we  sent  to  the  oUier  IIoum;  we  accept  tt  In  thll 
mvaiiure.  We  do  nut  put  that  in  cuntroversy.  We  itaod 
upon  the  ground  that  it  wan  b-g.tllya'lupted;  that  It  wasth* 
lu-^al  expres^i•.•u  of  tli*.>  pi-pular  will  of  KanMis:  and  wu  In  no 
wise  disturb  tlmt.  We  ^imply  mv  to  Kaiii<as.  who  Is  treating 
with  us  here  a4  an  equal.  a>  a  ik»>en'i^n.  we  accept  your  eon- 
stiiutioii  aii  fully  and  freely  ast  we  Ii.ito  thiit  of  any  other  of 
yuur  sirters  wliu  luive  cume  luu>  tiii«  Uni«m.  We  decline  to 
Interpret  it.  We  deny  all  tliebe  allegatiuns  of  its  fraud,  or 
it«  f^rcBf  or  Itn  violence;  we  put  them  under  our  feet,  and  w« 
Kay  we  accept  It  as  your  act  and  deed.  We  say  It  Is  tho 
emanation  of  your  people ;  that  it  is  the  fidr  exercise  of  tho 
popular  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  iCansas.  You  did  not 
choose  to  submit  it  tu  the  people.  Your  convention  adrpted 
it,  promulioited  it — except  as  to  the  one  clauM  which  yoa 
did  submit,  and  that  was  accepted  by  the  people,  llenco 
we  rei-eivo  It  as  the  act  of  the  people.  We  have  laki  out  of 
the  account  wholly  the  ten  thousand,  or  twenty  thousand^ 
or  fifty  thouMud — if  there  were  so  many — who  did  not  Tota. 
We  cure  not  whether  any  of  the  |teople  declined  to  act  when 
the  quc»)tion  was  legally  submitted  to  them;  whether  they 
voted  or  not.  We  hold  that  they  wen*  bound  by  the  action 
of  tlie  legal  voters  who  did  perform  their  duty  as  eltiiena. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  a» 
cepted  that  constitution.  We  sent  uur  bill  accepting  it  to 
the  otlier  lluuse.  Tbey  put  In  a  proposition  to  submit  It* 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives  assuming,  and  the  other  sido 
declaring,  that  it  was  positibly  f^udulent;  that  tliere  wert 
aUegation.-*  of  fraud  against  it :  that  it  was  not  the  popnlac 
will.  Tbey  sent  the  bill  Itark  to  us.  declaring  that  the  oon- 
stitutiou  should  be  fubmitted  t^i  tlir  p"«iple.  We  rejected 
thut  pn>po»ition.  The  two  Houhx  n:;n>t'd  to  a  cmfeivnce  on 
th*-ir  di-vigrtTing  votes.  Tliix  iNinimittiH*  «>f  conference  then 
declared  that  they  wimld  accept  tho  Ije<*onipton  con<titutiott 
as  fully  ai)  the  7<enate  accept«Ml  it  in  their  Mil:  but  the  very 
otTi-r  of  this  Lecoropton  constitution  tu  the  I'nited  States  by 
Kansas,  was  coupled  with  a  fun  her  ctnidiliou  demanding 
the  onllnary  gruiit^  of  lands  fiiven  tu  the  new  states,  and 
seventeen  millioni*  bei<i«l«ii.  What  have  thi*  cummtttee  doneP 
'lliey  have  said,  we  ii<-«^:(t  tbe  lAVonipton  cuu>titution ;  we 
\VA*%  no  jud^'iiient  uiion  that.  iii>  leave  that  where  the 
.S:nut«'s  bill  left  it.  ha  your  net  and  deed,  and  properly 
retlocling  the  legnlly-expn'ssed  will  of  the  ])ei»ple  of  Kansas; 
but  we  will  not  inve  yuu  the  ntvente^'U  millions  of  laud  for 
railroatls:  we  will  give  you  what  we  have  given  your  other 
KiNiers.  What,  tlieti.  an*  the  legal  conM*i{ucncet{  and  effect 
of  thU  declaration?  I'rucisely  thtwe  (»f  the  Senate's  bill, 
)j«*c.iu>4o  the  Seuate's  bill  accepted  r>uly  a  fKirl  uf  the  pruposi- 
tion.  and  r(>i<vted  the  rei>t.  It  ib)es  not  vary  the  land 
^rantetl  by  that  bill  one  acre — not  oneninefveuth  part  of  * 
bair.  We  said,  we  will  not  give  you  the  land  you  ask. 
Your  pn>pi«ition  is.  "ileceive  mi;  into  the  Uni<in  with  tbU 
con»titutlon.  with  the  onllnary  lan^U  granted  tu  tbe  states, 
anil  with  seventiHin  million  be>idi.'S."  The  Senate  said,  we 
will  not  give  you  theHt  wventeeu  millions. 

Wlien  thin  quevtion  was  under  di'l^ate  some  month  or  two 
ag>),  the  honurable  Ki*nator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Douglaa]  stated 
tliat  we  bad  not  a  right  tu  vary  the  pr«>i)o»itions  at  all;  that 
tbe  ordinuncv  as  to  lund  muft  p>  with  the  constitution.  I 
diiTeri'd  with  biiu  in  that  statement.  In  my  judicmeiit  the 
cunstitutiiin  wso  the  bubiuesii  of  tlii!  |>eople  of  Kansas.  The 
land  and  tbe  Ix'undnry  were  our  bu>ine!<s  as  well  as  theirt— 
maltcrit  of  contract  U'tweeii  equaN:  .ind  therefore,  if  we 
varied  the  lioundary,  or  varied  the  propufition  in  any  shape, 
th«  contract  would  not  bi>  complete  until  the  other  side  acted. 

Mr.  D'JroL.iS.  On  the  statement  n->w  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  we  understand  the  matter  exactly  alike.  I 
agree  you  could  not  vary  the  prupuritiou  unless  you  lent  it 
back  to  them  tu  ratify  the  change. 

.Mr.  TouUBd.  I  am  liuppy  to  know  that  we  agree  In  that 
resfiect  That  is  my  own  poalLioo.  I  hold  that;  but  I  did 
not  uudcrstaud  the  Senator  befi  re  as  going  to  tbe  extent 
that  they  had  to  accejit  it  before  thi*  contract  became  bind> 
Ing.  That  was  my  |Nisit|im  then,  it  i;*  mine  to-day.  We 
accept  part  of  the  proponition  of  Kansiis :  we  accept  her  con- 
stitution, and  wn  accept  the  call  for  the  onlinary  grant  of 
land;  we  rc^t  the  extraordinary  land  grant  of  Vveiiteeu 
million  acres.  Well.  If  the  Senate*'*  bill  had  |tasse«l,  **  L» 
compton,"  aa  It  is  KtiuetinieH  called,  without  one  wurd  of 
diawnt,  except  striking  out  the  seventeen  million  a'*re«.  slie 
would  notliave  been  in  the  Union  witbtiut  the  a<-<{oii'srenee 
of  her  people  in  that  rhanire.  If  she  h.td  rtr-pLunl/ed  her  f^tate 
government  under  the  coiirititution.  .ift4*r  our  a^t  of  admL»> 
sion  in  that  furm.  it  would,  according  to  the  geuend  practleo 
hiUierto,  be  an  a<*qulescence:  but  her  propi«ition  being 
changed,  she  could  not  come  Intn  the  Union  without  an 
agreement  Xm  or  an  aniuloMcnce  on  her  part  in  the  change. 

That  would  have  U^en  tbe  result  of  the  S(>nate*s  bilL 
Kansas  could  have  reje<  ted  it.  .**he  made  an  offer.  We 
rejected  her  offer  in  )mrt.  We  made  her  a  pro|iosltion.  She 
could  have  n'jtH:ted  that:  and  whei-e  w.>uld  the  parties  iMve 
l«en  then?  She  wuuM  liave  Itvitn  wlivre  she  was— In  • 
territorial  con<lltion.  There  is  whttre  the  Senate's  bill  would 
hare  placed  her.    If  the  convention  had  pleosd  the  power  in 
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IIm  URUUhtf*  to  ncabto  thb  nuttor  of  tb«  Und  grrnit,  m 
Arkanwr  did.  the  oominittra  would  buve  put  it  there  a* 
Mng  Um  most  conTeniimt  tribunal ;  or.  If  the  mnvt'Dtloo 
kmd  raMTTed  to  Itaelf  the  power,  it  mlKht  have  litH;ii  put 
tbtre;  but  aa  the  oooititution  of  KaoMM  haa  uiaUt*  up  pro- 
Ti#loa  for  anybody  elae  adJuitiiii;  theiK*  rii;bta  of  •K>Terei|:nty 
(for  the  grautd  are  giveu  in  consiilenitiun  uf  yieliling  th^ 
■orerviKD  power  of  taxation),  aa  the  penple  bare  not  dele- 
gated It  to  anybody  in  their  funatituttuii,  the  comiuiitee 
very  wiiiely  aent  it  to  the  murce  of  all  power— tbe  people 
ttiemwlviw.  The  consequences  are  identically  the  i*aine  an 
tliouKh  we  had  pa^ed  the  Leoimptou  bill  with  or  without 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  who  iutroducwl  it,  ujinally 
ealied  the  Ureen  amendment.  It  is  not  in  the  flightest 
degrao  varied,  nor  b  thure  any  dispute  about  It,  nor  are 
there  any  two  constructions  about  it. 

I  will  allude  now  to  the  only  point  which  |»entlemen 
mttampt  to  torture  into  double-dual Ing  In  this  Mil.  My 
kouorable  Mend  frum  Ulinnissuppontni  it  will  be  repraented 
one  way  at  the  Soutli  and  another  at  the  Nortii.  1  know  of 
■o  way  in  tlie  world  to  prevent  partimns— the  TiHouA  and 
the  Tile  deina;cf>Kue  and  deceiver  of  the  people— fh>m  doing 
that  in  respect  to  any  mea^cnre.  My  honorable  friend  knows 
that  tlie  Ull  of  his,  which  I  supported  with  •>  much  pleasure 
la  1964.  met  with  the  same  fate,  thnuKli  there  was  a  perfect 
•grevment  among  every  one  nf  its  friends  here- 

Mr.  I>iC<iLA4.  The  distinction  between  the  eases  is  ohvi- 
flos.  Tlint  blit  proTldwi  that  where  there  was  a  differenee 
«f  opinion  it  »ihiiuid  he  decided  as  a  JudU-lal  questiim.  Here 
then  it  no  arbiter  made  in  this  bill  In  r<*irard  to  Kansas. 

Mr.  To«>Miiii.    I  do  not  understand  the  Amator. 

Mr.  DouoLKS.  All  qunntions  relatinx  to  personal  liliorty 
and  »lave  pro|t<frtv  were  referred  to  the  Sufmnne  Oouri  uf 
the  United  SUtos  by  the  Ull  of  ISM,  to  which  the  Senator 
Uluiles. 

Mr.  TooMDS.  That  was  not  the  clause.  The  great  clause 
was  what  was  called  the  stump  ••fieech  that  wan  injected  iutu 
Its  iMiwels.  It  W.1S  contended  by  its  eucmli-4  that  it  hsd  a 
different  meaning  at  tliH  .North  ami  at  the  .Snuih.  It  hail 
BoL  It  was  univcribUiy  accept^xl  by  it:*  frifinis  with  th» 
fame  nieniiiii^  everywhere,  ns  far  ai*  I  niii  infi'rmed;  and  I 
never  knew  iwo  i^utirui-ti'ins  put  n|w>ii  it  by  tlifm.  Airnin 
•nd  n^aiu.  hnweviT.  it  wn*  rvitu^a^'d  luTit.  and  the  oneniivi* 
of  the  hiea.xurt^  diil  sn  c<>nslrue  it.  Of  ci>urH>.  tli<«  eneml«>s 
of  a  mesiMun*  will  alwsys  do  that,  esfieclally  if  it  invilvfjK  n 
■eetlouul  i'utu'*.  i.Mleiitiines  arguments  will  lie  u«il  tn  make 
•  mevun*,  whi''h  is*  evi-n  a  ju^t  :«*tt lenient,  ftalnlMble  to  one 
■iictimi  or  till'  othiT,  «i>ifh  are  i^mHtrui-I  to  pre'U'nt  it  in 
dlffi'n'nt  fi»rmK  Kvi«rvli>ii!y  underi«tMiiil:<.  h''»vreTi'r.  th.it  we. 
haviiii;  variil  this  |>n-|>i»>itii)n  by  (•trikinj;  <Mit  thi>  se^piit'*<'ii 
milli"n  at-n'x  I'f  liti  I.  siuipiy  wiy  to  thi*  iHiipiM  of  KaoNin. 
will  ymi  ri»iiii>iii'i>  th"  J'lii'm  with  ymir  f«Mi«<»ltnti<^.ii  a- it  i-? 
Vifil  >  not  jilt»-r  till*:  w-  .•i.»<i'|i|  th.tt  p-ir*.  'if  yur  |'ri-ji"«iii>in. 
■nd  wi-  k:iv<'  ynu  lii*-  ••nliiiury  ^r.-«iit  iif  l.-itiij.  Iiiit  Wf  will  i)<it 

fivf  ym  til"  •■xiri  s.'vi':i:>'.-:i  million  nrr—*  th-it  m-m  ••1.'i;:ii. 
f  tl;'-v  w:!l  IJ-<1  .tjn-'-  t>»  llii-*,  wlut  is  tli-*  r"nM-|ii.«ni'i-?  Tli- 
l>jr.'iin  ii  :tt  nii  ■  ii<l.  of  iimr**'  tin-  oiti'-iiitition  fni'«.  ti.t- 
onliii.-iry  ;;rHiit  :':iii-.  aii'J  -hi>  i.<(  in  a  t<i-nt<iri.-il  <  <M<litiiin. 

4ti-MT]iMnen  .>iM>k  III  tortiin*  tli.'it  iiit"  n  -u^'inioi  iii  i>(  thi- 
Coii-^li'iiti'iii.  I'lidoij'iti-Hy  tlii»  t'lTii't  Mf  .1  ri'j-"''i-.ti  I«y  th- 
piii|.|i.  tif  K:iii4>i.'<  "f  ..ur  |in)l»-'»"'»-l  slt'Triti-in  uf  tl;i-ir  |in>;  ■••«!• 
tl>in,  iuiuuIh  lhi<  whi'ie  i-ontrnr-t :  aiiil  1-  ii-<t  thu'  Tti--  i-.i^-  in 
sltnsi.if  lr:inxi''tioii!«  cvi-ry  d.iy  lMitwfi»n  m*in  .in  I  iii:in'  Y<.u 
Biaki*  iin'  ill!  '"-irT  t'>  Si'll  me  -i  pii-****  -if  l-m-l ;  \'  u  "^-ly  I  ni  \y 
havi-  it  li>r  5.H»'>»«»  niMin  two  yiiirs'  tim--.  I  -.iv  I  will  jn^i- 
you  Unit.  I'uJ  I  want  fl^eyi-rirt.  \'in\  nj-'-t  tli«'  llvi-  >i.ii>.; 
th'TH  in  no  ilis|iute  h(<twe,>n  us  ai-'Ut  tin-  i-H'-t  ;  liiit  tin- 
whi<i<*  <niiitrn'*t  f'.tllK.  Knn^i>  i-  tr«iitin-.:  wi<i)  n<<  :•-  in  i-in-t! 
enntnti'tiii;;  I'arty ;  t-Ur  offi-rs  to  rnnu*  into  tlii-  I Hj-m  -n  !••  i- 
taiu  t'Tin^;  »n<i  wh  mo'iit  a  |v»rtion  an<l  n-j.  -t  •••li.-r« 
Th'Mi  if  Hhi<  *:iy»*.  "1  will  iH»t  n»m«'  in  umiIit  tin-  in  •  Iti  ■■•I 
ti^nns."  the  who]i:  «'«)ntr.-i<  t  falN,  and  tli.-ii  is  tli«>  \».iy  thi- 
conxtitution  TnV.s  It  i:«  it  iiiotio,  n  fair  ami  l«'ziiini-it'*  in  'I*, 
an  irr>'!«l'>tiMt'  nio-ie,  ii  inoi|i>  that  wnuld  exiit  wh<>th  t  yii 
su!iniittiil  it  »t  not :  liwau-e.  I  nay,  wh<*n  you  vnrio<|  tli.f 
AHjtriu-t.  evfn  iiiiilir  tile  Lii'ompt^n  bill  x*  it  went  fmin  thii« 
Houm>.  it  was  Dirt  r{;;l>t  of  Knn*iHS  to  ngivt  it.  and  if  iiht*  hiul 
r»*j»'*t«'ii  it  Shu  wou'.il  liHv»«  iwen  wh«'n«  thiM  l>iil  pn>p:isiM  to 
plai'<>  her  in  th.tt  <-  intin.:<'ni'y — in  a  terriloriil  f^inflition. 

Tills  nl»je«'tloii  i*oiiii>s  from  tin*  oppmentM  of  thi-*  bill:  they 
are  Hor  y  thHt  tliiM  in  one  of  the  ri*Hult.<<  of  thn  pr>-i|MiiH*i'i 
action.  I  am  not.  If  it  >>•■  tnu-  Ih.nt  tlie  {HHiplenf  K.in*ci>i 
do  not  like  thi-  iviiAtltntion  :  if  it  \—  triirf  that  th'isi'  who  nn' 
In  reU'lliiiii  may  »:i.»  to  iln*  poll"  ami  vote  ii  ilown.  when  we 
only  Kiilimit  h  |ipi|»-i<ii1i  -n  l<>r  :i  •■htn-.;>'  of  the  lainiri  tlu' 
peopli-  a-ki-d.  tle'V  may  IrLve  whit  re:iMiM«  fur  thi-ir  voti- 
tll^y  ple:is«'.  I  'I"  ii"t  (i^-it-\  t«  it  U>'-:iii«n'  *li,'y  ni:iy  iriv«^  n 
▼ote  ui»-'ii  n  wr>-ir.:  n-a*-  >n.  Th"y  iiii^ht  lii\e  «',in"  tliMt 
Vn'Ier  ilie  ."*f:i.tti»"-i  lijll:  thev  iniv  d<i  iliit  ini  l^-r  anr'-iil: 
for  voii  •  nnnot  fori*'*  u  st.iti*  int'i  this  I'nioii.  ymi  ■-.tiinot 
hrin.'  li'T  I'l  ••\'*fpt  on  t.-rni'  to  «lii'|i  shi*  .■•.rn»»-«:  an>I  I  say 
tlint  n:itnr:ill\  P-ii.tx  in  all  trriti<-s  with  e>|ii.ils.  with  f>ove- 
rei^ii-,  an-l  with  i-iiii^i-ni.  If  }ou  iimUe  h  i-nntruct  .in>l  Die 
>ther  iiirly  ni  ;k"s  »  jinl"<l.'int|:il  viiri-ui-in.  unlfM  that  ^arin- 
ti-ju  iri  a 'n>t.>d  to  bv  1  otii,  it  uunuli  llie  whole.    That  i.t  the 


atmplo  fJMt  abont  thb  contract.   TIm  r^artloa  of  Ibf  i 

stltutlun  may  be  one  of  the  cvusequeures  uf  it.  I  kar-a,  hot 
it  has  DO  double  Dieanijig:  it  is  not  pretended  by  any  Meat 
of  the  bill.  Nor  til  or  South,  that  we  m  built  th«  cua«titilllBC 
Wo  aixvpt  the  Leciimpton  con^iitutktn  as  thv  will  of  Ihs 
people  of  Kansas,  and  wt  aovpt  a  part  <>t  tli«-ir  other  pRh 
I^Miition  by  whii*h  their  constitution  is  arwioipanied.  to  wit: 
that  ^lM  ^hall  have  the  same  quantity  uf  laods  that  Mtaa^ 
tuna  ha«l:  but  we  n-jvct  tliut  dauvj  of  bcr  pro|Kieitloa  If 
which  she  claiuH  sevouti<eu  mlUlun  acTMi. 

^ow  we  are  told,  by  tliv  S*UAtnr  from  IIIIdoIs.  aad  oftv 
Senators,  that  lion'  i>  a  bribe  and  a  ihrvwL  ()ur  hffibsk 
Ktriking  i*tt  itcveiiteeu  million  Mrvt  uf  lauti*  that  fhe  aAid 
to  come  in.  Our  threat  ii>,  prKpueing  t^'  l««ve  k^r.  If  As 
rejects  our  pro|Mii*ition.  Jiwt  as  slie  wimkl  l^r  If  w«|iadae 
bill.  That  i»  a  fair  statement  of  the  cshu.  Our  hrll««  1  l^ 
peat.  In.  ftrikiniSout  the  ^venii-en  million  arn«  of  laodthil 
she deuiandni.  with  Lvcompton.  If  wu  had  gtv^n  berlte 
seventeen  million  acresi  of  land,  an  una*ual  and 
nary  grant  to  a  Ktnte  cnniiiig  into  the  L'nb*n.  which 
had  bueu  made  U'fiTr,  you  and  I  know,  h»1  all  ibc  eooatry 
knows,  that  a  clamor  wuul*!  hi&T»  gnnf  up  fn>ra  her*  K> 
Canada,  thn>u.;bout  this  1>p«>1  land  to  the  I'AiHfic  Oesaa* 
"  tW.  these  !<l.ir«Ml  rivers  give  tlieKe  |H-ofd«  seven  teen  aiRllniis 
of  acres  of  land.  thU  extm4irilinarv  granL  to  nialie  thf 
take  slavery  in  their  c>^ui<tltuil<>n!*  Hul  we  atrika  it  oal; 
we  put  bef  prvciiu'jy  on  the  same  lisiis  with  other  scat«: 
and  now,  iM'fMu-M*  we  tell  her  that  if  she  dnea  nnt  n>m«  la  at 
this  time,  hhi)  shall  ui>t  cvine  uutil  she  has  the  rc^alBMt 
popuUtion,  U  is  atttrmple>l  to  be  tortured  Intu  •  thrrat!  I 
suppose  this  idea  never  w(»uld  have  oc«  urred  to  tln^  p>^b 
in  Kansas,  or  to  anyt ^ly  but  persons  who  werv  faBniiag  fbr 
•  ilO^i'tionN.  Kveryliody  knows  that  when  Kaoaas  Is  adiuil- 
ted.  no  matter  at  what  time,  she  will  gvt  tba  same  U»l 
that  t>th'T  ^blt•■s  have  h.id.  Tbe  bill  d«<i«  not  prdilMlll. 
an>l.  1  Mip|Mi!M>,  It  w  nld  nev««-  be  imagined  ^Mit  by  ■nv* 
fMilitieian  wh  I  wib<  s-.-vkioi;  fur  a  pretaszt,  when  tMeoald  Df)4 
flml  a  n-a^oii. 

Till-  ."^rMiitof  fn>m  Illinois  sayn  that  he  Is  willing  tn  a^# 
to  thf  pr  iiiiiple  i<r  imt  allotiliig  a  State  to  b«  a»lmitt>^  unni 
she  liai  idiiety-thnv  thousand  people,  or  a  suflkient  DamNr 
fi>r  one  mi-niU'r.  a-'conlinc  to  the  ratltu  He  votc<«l  for  IL  un4 
so  ili'l  I ;  ami  when,  two  ye.trs  ago.  I  introdoocki  a  kdll  U 
hoIu<  tliis  ililTli-uliy  by  bringing  her  into  tha  Unioo  then.  I 
di-eliin>-l.  from  my  s.'.tt  hire,  that  It  was  a  Tl>iiaikon  cf  a 
priiiripb*.  This  Is  the  general  rule,  1  sapf^Mi^i  tlie  tbea 
i^militi'iii  (  r  tlie  muiitry  nLvie  Kansas  an  exo-ptional  esae: 

I  put  it  «'\>'liitive!y  on  the  gnnnd  of  an  exceplutnal  rase:  I 
was  nally  »li-.ipr*in  of  )-.irif!callng  tlir  country  nn  Ibl*  qn»*« 
tioii.  We  time  LilHinil  to  •{■^  it.  Tbi>  .\ilniiiii*trafi -n  hv 
laUir-'l  ti  -I'l  i*. :  th-'  l^-m-tiTatl'-  jiarty  \utt  UU'n'd  lo'i"  i'.: 
but  »  iinji'iity  of  the  {••••■|-!<>  of  Kaii>.is.  it  s*»-m«.  or  nt  l-«*l 

II  i.ir.'e  |>  M.  >n  o]  tlii-m.  tikiii;;  ibiir  >-  un-«-lk  from  ll.r  **l^ 
p  "iti-n.  hi\'-.  t-vi'ii  to  tin-  extent  ot  p'fuiing  ti  v.-v  uw^ 
.III  till-  III  -.-ii.-i  111  thi'ir  ji-'Wt-r  io  pri-v--iit  It.  Well,  ahnt  *■' 
»i-".i\  n'>*%  ■  ••  \Vi' a  ■■■••lit  vour  i''ini«»'.fiiti«in— It  i(»  \"iira*. 
V.  <•  ;;iii-  \'  II  tlii>  oplin.^rx  k'tant  <  t  land:  but  it  >-u<l'  ?  : 
wi«h  t-i  I-.. -.I.-  ill.  w.-  i.-iiii'  yiu  to  th"  p'lieral  rul»''"  -  tbV  .• 
all  Tli<-  S.int'i-  tr<ni  Illinois  •avh  tliat  ct  n>  Rtl  i-ul^-  i«  i 
ri.ht  (  i;--.  .Ill  !  u-'  i.ii^lit  lo'i-t-r  t.iil-  jvtrt  fi'-m  it.  It  i*  "i- 
fi-mi  \tlii--li  (' ■I'.T-xi.i  b  ii<  li>>t  u-<u.il.y  ilepHrt**!.  and  «b>  •• 
jiiM.-r  oM'^iit  to  »•■•  ill  p.ii-ti'<|  fn«m.  lA't-pt  unil<r  «  \Tr*  rii^ 
n:ir>  lin  ii'in-i.iii  I.-.  .\s  a  ;r«*n»Tal  nilp*,  it  I*  a  ji'unil  •  r»' . 
I'lii  i1i<  I'l'  iii.iy  III- 1'\  -.'iitl-'n^i  to  all  rules.  \\  ben  \  |-n  |-'>*«1 
\u  'l■^.  .1-1  fvHii  if.  I  i»-i-  .'ii'Mn'^  fur  Kaii*.'i».  cn.ieayrinz  '.' 
pi:ll  .r-  1.1  r.  Hiiil  t"*-!  •■i;.l<-ai"riiij  to  ftke  tbi^  q.it-'i'"!. 
\»!ii<-h  w  i>  •!  'ii«iMr'.  iiii;  ri>iil  Ja<-ji-PMiii  elnui-nt.  out  *4  U-* 
J...  ill.  s  if  th-  I  iiiJ.il  ."i.i;**.  Tbit  wuj*  imr  nixn^^l  fo;  bit 
K.ii.^.f  :t<-  ill.;  ill  till-  sj.irit  of  that  pn'ixiiqtHin.  hum  pr- 
«'iit».|  h>  V-  'I  fir  a  iuii^rti  -n.  I  siv  |o  Inr.  1  will  Bi>'^'p'.  :  ••' 
•■  •ii«titu'i<>ii  >•  II  hn%<- III  ui-- :  I  will  ^ive  you  tb«*  o'^iinirr 
Iiiiil  _i  iii*«:  lijt  I  will  II 't  allow  viii  i>  make  iitii-ii'iifi'iK 
e\or\  -jx  li.  ■  ■.:h-.  '!'lie  i-oiidUi'l  of  the  |  ••)>ul.lt|on  of  Khhm* 
Iii^  lii'fii  'U-  Ii  ."i-  not  -it  III!  to  iniT«-a—  iiiv  r«Tim^;r  >•*.  tbi:r 
f  ip'i'li\  f<  r  -  If ^o\'  mm-  iiT.  It  wouiii  u*  fmtltrient  ^^r  m-*. 
e\-M  .ifii  r  liHiin.:  \-t.ii  J.«r  it.  iu  l*.-".  t  •  "ay  now  thai  :>.■♦ 
e\<-nri*  it    tie-  la-t   two  y>-iir4  ha\i'  i-"U\ilire-|   m<*  ttant   vb* 

onjlii  not  to  l« hiiitli"!  us  a  ^l.il**.    I  .-tpi'Iy  thi*  n  iiinrk  :<• 

all:  I  <1'  not  "['ply  ii  l-i  the  Fret- Stat'*  men  mi»r»«  than  t- 
oth'T'.  ThiT-  li IV.-  liH'ii  w irs.  nn-l  tiiinult-t  ,iU'1  fnsu I*.  •.-■■1 
rh>-ntin>;.4.  aiel  a  l|i^p  i^iti-in  iiisntfe«i<J  eY,T\  «hi-n*  in  Ibit 
teiiilory  t'it«!iy  ti  •li-.r-.:  ml  ih"  la*.  It  one  I'lriy  e»t  i 
l»'_'i-»l!ituri'.  tlifv  turn  I'V-ryfu-ly  elw  nut.  «o  matter  whl-h 
pirt,\  it  is:  iiii'i  :i  iii-ii  iritx  --f  i  n>>  t«  a-  c  d  an  n  unaoiPi  -lU 
Vote.  Thi-n*  ■"■i-in-  !••  !■•■  an  in>aTiai'il>  i:i  !bi*  |-<piiiB'.i--i''.. 
thriwu  III  lb-re.  I  .■jlini:.  inidi-r  ibf  m'^t  t]iiror«un-«t«- '  .7- 
'Mim-^taiiO's.  t  i^owin  iln-iii-i--\.-«:  asi-l  1  am  ffi-**  t.-*  arkr.  <*• 
Iih|;;i.  that  I  »li:i!l  n-l  n'>:t»"t  if  "ne  r--n-eqn»'lie^  -f  f*."t 
mi-.i<inre  xh.ill  tH>  t<>  jiiit  ib'-iii  l.ii-k  In  n  t'-irtti-iMl  i*<'ii<!iit  rv 

Tli»'ii  whi-r--  i4  tli>-  11 -n- "fci-'n  by  the  North'  N«.'Bs 
N«  Uher  th.'  .^.iiati-r  fr  in  lliimil-".  nor  any  i»!b«'r  pc'-^a 
h«T«.  dt'nies  Dint  Dk'  p'-<>|>le  >|H-sk  tinally  thriu,;h  a  c«^a- 
Vi>iitlon.  Th"  i-Hip!-  i.f  Kanx.ii>  Uii ■•  -I  •■.!••  it.  W-  »rrm^•l 
lb"' art  of  tbi«  I'om  niii»ii;  we  ai'^-pt  a  }M'.:i'.n  ^^t  lor  pn* 
Iiosiiiou  fur  laii-is,  aud  wv  teil  her  tlut  wv  d-i  tut  aacvpt  the 


I  Aim  TttbOdt  D)l]rctlnB  IVmn  mr ;  I  th«uh(  It  -nm  prnM 
iDd  ItnrmiiiilbFiK'CancnHirTllTrMUut  tnib*  IsgU- 


■cllj  UwUbv  wldchillllFniKillnl*U*n«ni]  Ihii  SrikU 
■  ■•■Kn]  nilii  wniilil  rf4Bln.  To  tlili  n-mml  nit  I  hai> 
mM>»  uaUtwniT  idbtnd.  ■■>■]  divhrnl  mr  a»rli'llui» 
Iti  frvvrlirtt.    We  ht  tou  iliilt  lUr.  u  eiirj  olbw  l«^ 

prnlaUmi  iDlBrlrDt,  ODilvr  tlu  Fhli-ml  OiD'tltutlnn.  to 
Iltw  >m  lo  *  iapnMntiitln  •RurllNir  to  tbi  iitattnx 
Ua.    fiul  In  ail  Ikon  In  iB  It. 


8f DHor  Wtn  of  Ohio.  In  th*  Snutr,  AprU  ITtb.  t^W.* 
"  Wa  hill  bHn  dlTUrd  line  upon  cgnnllonl  wilh  ngnd 

■tltation  uDilir  wblrh  ih^  •hould  lltx.  It  ■*•  cniit*Bdr4 
110  tbt  wr  iMr  thX  Iba  rwplo.  kIIiik  tlirdDKb  tbo  bin  at 
lav.  bid  [taiDod  0  fODiDtuttoh  vta1i-h  Doj(bt  to  bo  nbllmt^ 
rj.    On  tho  other  bud.  ibu  Mn.iiiiitkHi  mc  iihIM  bn« 

lh>['ttw»  Eot  up  b^lH<'kur>B.l  1'^  rnuJ.  sihI  tint  Um 
Di^urltj  of  tb*  |i«np1rf  Biiht  iiot  bi  lie  jEi'vvciMd  fay  It.  Thai 


tb#)r  nj,  It  In  tmo  It  In  vmrz  but  tl  1i  na 
ght  wsf.  TfaU  uninK  to  be  tbo  nlt|prt|i>a  o 
,    It  li  tnw  tlM  pMipIo  mill  Hj,  ■>>  will  nn 


nrlj  M  una  bait:  ve  liin  nut  Kivrn  Ihmi  tbl<  bribe  tu 

I  gbiiKHl  vltb.  wg  hiTr  nctrd  Ibu  nut  f  ullnh  Part  ny 
lalblH  mrn  oth-  dU.    If  ■*  wiiBtnil  to  bribe  Itieo.  Ba 

■n  tbem  Itao  HTanlfrn  mllllnD  aiMw:  but  «o  cut  oS  tha 
I.  biTO  Rlmi  MID- 

tmaBilitil'  of 
Ik  Mrannth  of 


DhKle  of  nibnlaidoi 
loin  odailta,  In  Ibrt 


■Id  be  mi  lltUa  JIfltMifa  hrtwdan 

icuootaltrr  tfaliiconilllutlonlf  w. 

k  to  bilia  an*  adnntan  In    * 

■miicb  u  KaniH.  Iiulml  of 

kn.  pffipaiul  Mher  tarma  ai 

^  tbem, »  tba  Svonlor  fnn 

Intj—or.  If  Tl  modl^  Ihun,  i 

tt.   That  la  all  tban  bi  In  thli  vn'v'v<»"'   AVBuiu»iii 

b%u.    Yon  did  It  In  Vlacniin.    Vua  did  It  In  Iowa. 

loara  yon  T^)artrd  hrr  a|ip]l<^IWn  nn  IbH  qupvtion  of 

adarj.  vbli'li  !■  qo  KtmnicrT  than  Ul[',  liocauntf  hen  (fa* 

It  U  >l"!thrr  ConiirrM.  In  con-'ldiralkiaof  Ihonrwitato 

ban  and*  to  othir  ■loti'a,  am)  ilve  liar  arTenlean  all' 
aoM  mun  to  milie  nllrmubi.  1  laj^  to  taer.  yoa  Biunt 
aai  jaat  ^tvi^rlmij  lu  Ihia  r^«iavi;  and  jou  bare  no 
t  la  damand  of  tliu  liatrrhniid  nf  •taira  mnre  laoda, 
t  paeoiduj  adTaalaiEva  Ibr  rrlrtirinK  *^^'  lofarelf a 


ilo  (ha  Unlini  bail 

ilK<blln(aut|.>tu< 
•iDld  Wt*  li-r  I? ' 


.'-.lllglio 


lun, -hMilber» 

MM  embodlnl  Ibe 

will  of  the  (»a(  raai  of  tba  pacific  tt 

Kannu.    I  alludP 

lo  tho  Topi-ka  (onititutlon. 

"Ho*.  idT,  wlian 

tlibi  GomiuUtH  wen  about  to  pmi  br  aU 

na-'3r7i.«  laq 

Uwoudd  bate  iKMilbr  tbem  lo  air.  IB 

l-rifrt  jumlre  and 

>ln>»i  lo  all. '  we  wU  not  lake  Iba  Ont 

at  1Vi.-ka.  b^MW  It  la  denUd  Ml  Uw 

Abmr  ilda  to  b>  tb< 

will  of  tba  iMiJai  wr  wm  not  taka  Iba 

wiDpton  conHil 

ibndT  tl>e  wlU  of  tbo  naonla:  bM  va 

win  Q,rJt,*>,  Ilidr.~ud  w.  will  lavtli^-amkr  "arf 

.  jfaiillUBir  tbli  rmuplkabai  ami  Ti-iatloua  quMtInn  agalD 
III  tba  piinpl*.aDd  tlwjrihall  lia  at  lll-ertT  to  frame  lheim» 
■tilaUuD.'  Vbt  Uiat  parp*  lb-  n-mulltir  mliihl  ban  la- 
'  aoT  preeadnit  tbr*  wMml— tbiy  nlKlit  ban  laluB 
.  labliaii  act  ft  Ulnowta.  «r  anjr  alaiUar  one.  and 
tber  woDkl  ban  Ibnnd  BO  eMirlkiD  hi  It.  WoahonUall 
■^-la  toted  fbr  a  prnpwltvn  of  Ihat  kinil.  juit  tu  all  partiM: 
ibnnkl  ban  perullb^  Ihr  people  lu  min^  up  now  Mrij 


FlIlilIHnlntllwuiB- 
ik-b  Ihrjr  bavg  Biadi. 
id  tntivbuiullhilla|b> 


leralloDi  and  If  w 

-WbVdIil  UnotiwnTtoibl. 

Ill   daelrvd?     Tba    pn^pOHtli 

lu  S>ulb.  !•  ubJiuI.  If  not  ai>  iiim  tni 

Iked  their  detemlnatloB  nut  b-riM 
r  Ibvii  Mid.  ■  lat  ua  ba»  Ibe  Lennnutnneoi 
illftowt  <«  tbelBloacanef-   -•    '~- ■ 
ita  larrvndmd;  tlx-T  have  le 

nd  tbat  ll»7  can  nuail  by  ■'-  - - — 

Iliad  and  Ihnvn  ba^k  I"  the  )>i^>la  to  |ia«  u|iih 
1«  ri^ihl;  w>  far  k  t>  Juat!  aiel  I  wai  iitail  l< 

bli4i  had  beni  addniwnl  l»  Ifarni.  •b-win,!  that 

anpliia  ronmn  wu  fraudiil-ul:  thai  It  dbl  nui 


ipil  pu'tlllon  waa  fmiMtht 


•  iBnd|irlBrt(ilaIhal.heiiui:Mnnllneoni»b*muMeM    lubiwiuenl  lime,    Tlial  inlti-ii  bai  (Un  rvpudlatid  aad 
nunilier  preKrtbrd  bj  Ihe  F«l>.Tal  niUu hr  oh  Hepnr    *,  r" nTentlon.  wmlled l.rfr.n"'iMltatlnBt!"wrh!l! 


Ttaaiw  In  eoUng  tn  lUa  n»p«'ltl'in.    I  do  onl  tnte  Iln 

binre!>^<in  liy  (be  Xuith  •«  by  ibi  »nuib,  hut  a  pmwal 
.■air|tfH llrnilr  baled  w^m  abroad. riKtit,eferendtirinit4 
ilaUhnal  prinriidF:  and  u  iiirh.  II  got  odIt  maati  mj 
leIn■n^^  but  mr  beailj  nnrarrenrr. 
'.Hue.  Iwlihloa-klheftFiiaiwfromaKirirtaaqDM 

Iv  mu  It  l<  pn-poTd  tiioubnil  Ible  bnrk  b>  Iha  pnpl* 
aim-  lemu*  there  li ■ '  -'■ ~ 


M^qnentlon  U  whv  the  Krul  S-nata  hill  dlil  not  lend 
k.  t>r  that  nnlilM  th'  pni|>'idll"D  equally  with  Ihk 


la  bill;  bat,  icmtdlnt  to  tha  DThllul  SenaU  I 
Ui  WDf  Bomiaaled  la  tha  bo»l,  KwuM  a 


— ,    -,  TBw  power  to  pM 

upirn  tlie  ni-f'ki  of  Ihe  i«ii.]di'  jii<-t  wb  a  cwlltulbiw  ■> 
(faeyplra'r.  wlllioiit  the  p<i>|4i'  haelnc  pnwer  to  p4  tM  of 
It.  That  waa  Iba  pmltiu  v  biiird  ruiiji  in  "Dr  vara  bma 
llnuthem  erntleoen  -lay  afl-r  dav.  but  a  Ullle  wblla  ^o. 
Niw  tliey  taaee  thrown  thi'  afaaiird  |aiiltlnn  lo  Ibawhlda. 
and  I  lliaall  'hal  t*  II.    Tb<-.r  aeaa  li-  Klnlt  that  tba  pan- 

upon  Ihe  Inititiitinu  ■ndrr  wlilrb  thpy  are  ^>  Iln.    to  ftr. 

peiipleaiT  tniiix  UB>ai  tile  I.FninpIiin  crsiIllnlkin.whT 

doltdiieMly!    Will  any  nail  bo  dacvirm  by 

In  abkb  tbli  pniMlttm  <•  rourbedT    Hara 


nut  let  Ihen  dolt 
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IIm  ItfctaUtvt  to  ncabto  thb  nuttor  of  tb«  luid  gnnt,  m 
AAAwm»  did.  tho  oommltUw  would  bare  put  It  then)  «i 
Mng  tbi  mott  conTsniuat  tribunal ;  or.  If  liie  runTuntloo 
kmd  raMrred  to  Itaulf  the  power,  it  mlKht  liiiv«  kvu  put 
thtrs;  but  m  tht  conttitutlon  of  Kaomw  hmc  made  np  pro- 
Tirioa  for  mnjbody  elM  adyuating  theK'  rights  of  !Hir4rei);nt7 
(Cm*  the  grants  are  glTen  in  coneid<^n»tiou  of  yieldiu)(  tb^ 
■orervtKn  power  of  taxatluu),  as  the  ptitple  have  iiut  dele- 
gated U  to  anybody  in  tlieir  cuaiUtutioii,  the  committee 
vary  wiwiy  aenl  it  to  the  nource  of  all  power— tlie  people 
themaelTee.  The  contcquenceg  are  Uentlrally  the  mom  a* 
thouKh  we  hnd  postied  the  iivvomptou  Mil  with  nr  without 
tho  amendment  of  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  ujiualiy 
called  the  Uroen  amondment.  It  Li  not  in  the  sltghtent 
defcreo  %'arled,  nor  b  thore  any  Uiripute  about  it,  nor  are 
there  any  two  conntructioni  about  it. 

I  will  allude  now  to  the  only  point  which  gratlemen 
attempt  to  torture  into  donble-dvalinK  in  thi«  l>ill.  My 
iKmorablc  Mend  from  lllinniaauppow!*  it  will  be  represented 
one  way  at  the  &>nth  and  another  at  the  North.  1  know  of 
BO  way  iu  the  wurid  to  prerent  partlrana— the  rirlon^  and 
ttie  rile  demai^ogue  and  deoeiver  of  the  people — from  dolnif 
that  in  reipeci  to  any  measure.  My  homirablu  frii'n«l  knows 
that  the  Ull  of  bin,  whfeh  I  snpported  with  to  murh  pleasure 
la  ISM.  met  with  the  same  fate,  though  there  wa«  a  perfect 
agreement  amonjr  every  one  nf  Its  friend*  here. 

Mr.  I)<iuiiU8.  The  distinction  between  the  eaae*  ia  obri- 
noM.  Ttiut  bill  proeiilMl  that  where  there  wan  a  dlflTerenee 
«f  opinion  it  should  be  d<*ciiled  an  a  Jmiicial  queetlnn.  Here 
there  i^  no  arbiu*r  made  in  this  bill  in  n>)rMrd  to  KauRaa. 

Mr.  TouMiM.    1  do  not  understand  the  A'nator. 

Mr.  DouuL\fl.  All  qui-^rionH  relatlnjt  to  permnal  liberty 
and  tilave  pn>))ortv  were  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  by  Uie  bUl  of  1864,  to  which  the  Senator 
aJluiies. 

Mr.  Toosimi.  That  was  not  the  clauoe.  The  great  clause 
vas  what  wan  called  the  stump  !<|<eech  that  was  liijerted  into 
|tsl)i>wels.  It  wad  contemled  by  Its  eiiemifH  tlint  It  hud  a 
different  nieanhu  At  the  North  ami  at  the  Snuth.  It  hail 
not  It  was  uiiiTi>ni.iny  acceptcil  by  Itt  frifii'ls  with  th-' 
Vanie  iiii<Niiin;;  eTi>ry«here.  as  fiir  ai*  I  nm  hif>iriii«>d;  and  I 
Beeer  knew  two  iimMtrui-tinns  put  n|M>n  it  by  tlif>m.  A)niin 
and  a^raiu.  hnwev-T.  it  wn«  reiterated  b<-re,  and  the  enemiert 
of  the  lui.'asuni  <lid  «•>  construe  it.  Of  course,  tin*  eneniifs 
of  a  mensure  will  alwsvH  do  that,  fSptvlally  if  it  invdlTifit  a 
■eetii>nal  i«HHt.  « >rtciit(mes  arguments  will  U*  umiI  to  make 
a  mea!«Hn>,  whirh  i*  ewn  a  ju>t  i«ettieiiient.  fialHlMlile  to  one 
ferti'Mi  ur  thr  fither,  ^hHi  are  nmstruivl  tt»  {irfSi-nt  it  in 
difffivnt  foriiis.  Kv)-rvl"Mlv  «nil»!ri«tsiii|<.  h"WfViT.  th.il  w*-, 
havini*  vari«-l  thl"  ]<n<|x>t>iti<in  by  9«trikii>i  mit  thi'  i<ev<'nti*eii 
million  ntP-x  nf  l.tii-l.  >itii|>ly  say  to  thi-  ixii|ili>  nt'  KanMt.n. 
will  y««ii  «''Hii<*  ill'"  tb-*  Tiii-'n  «itb  V'uiri'oii^iituiirTi  .i^ltiii? 
Ve.i  ■  iidt  jiltt-r  tin?:  w.-  .-iinviit  tb.it  ji-ir!  ■t'y'iiir  i-r'-jitiiiiti'iii. 
■ud  wi'  iri^i'><>u  tli<-  criliiiiiry  :!r.tiit  nt  I.-iepI.  )>\it  we  will  n-it 
givi*  V'lU  till- I'Xira  H-MMit-.-ii  iiiillii>n  »iiT"">  tint  >fii  <"1.i:tii. 
It'lli'^v  will  u-it  ■,\j.f'-  \"  lliw.  whit  i>  thi*  r"ii-»»-ju.M««'f?  TIi- 
bar.'-iiii  i^  :tt  .tii  i-ml.  of  •tuir^t*  thi*  •'"ii'-iiiiiiixii  t.ii's.  tl"' 
onliiinrv  ^tniiit  f:iii-«.  iin-I  «>bi'  \i»  in  ii  t>'rrit<iri.tl  •-••n-litiun. 

lt)'iif|iMneii  ?«.••'!;  lo  ti»rturi'  tint  iritu  »  <iiiiliiiiiw..i..n  t,f  tin. 
ef>ii.-:i!iiti<in.  riiiliiiiitkxlly  tb-*  ffli^-t  nf  a  ri'.i---»i  'H  l>y  tht» 
piitpli*  i.-i  K.iii^ii^  of  'or  prt^|v»««>l  Hlt.T!ifiiiti  nf  tl:.'ir  pr";.-!- 
tl  in,  hiiiuiIh  the  wli-ili^  t-nntrai't :  niul  i-  n-t  tli.i»  tli.-  i-:i'-  in 
timil.ir  (r:iiiKi(-ti<ii)4  every  il.iy  lN>twi>i>ii  imii  ;iii>|  ni'iti  V<u 
lUHk<>  nil*  Hii  "ITiT  t'f  :4i-ll  me  a  iiliTf  >>(  Im  i:  V'-u  «-iy  I  iii-i> 
haTf  it  t'>r  $lu.<hKi  ii|Kin  two  gears'  tlin-.  1  Vav  I  w:ll  ,:i«r 
Tou  tliiit.  but  I  want  five  yejirn.  Ymii  nj—t  th-  tln'  \i.i:^; 
th>>ri>  i^  no  liHpiire  U-twei'n  ux  aUiut  tin-  ]iii>-i  :  1>nt  th- 
whnle  iN)ntrarl  i'.il!ii.  KanMis  W  tn-utin/  wlMi  ii<  .-is  iii  •><|imI 
er>ntr»i-tinir  party;  ?*ln'  <»iriT«  t«>  «»nie  into  Ww  riU'ui  .  n  .-i-r- 
tatn  tfiiiit;  ux\'\  nv  iii  •-••pt  a  imrtion  .-iml  ivj---t  •''lir<. 
Th-'H  if  sill'  s-ivH.  *•!  will  n«»t  mme  in  inulMr  tlu-  m  •-it'.--i| 
ternH."  the  wlinlc  i*iintr:iit  fnlN,  and  t)i:it  i-*  iiii<  \t*i\  i)u- 
conr-tltiitii'M  falls  It  it  >i  ui'ale.  n  fair  :i(ii|  li-jiiiinat**  m-l-*. 
an  irri'oittilili'  in<>iie,  h  nimle  that  wnuM  «txi4t  wb<'th'r  yi>u 
aubmitltil  it  or  not:  U>«mii«i>,  I  say,  when  yon  riiri:-<i  tlii' 
eoritntrt.  even  uiul-r  tin*  l.«i'omptiin  tnll  an  It  went  fn»in  tbi< 
Ilnute.  It  was  the  ri;:tit  <>f  Kari*iHS  t»  r»-ji'<'t  it.  ninl  if  kIm'  hn>l 
leje^'tiil  it  >he  wnulil  h.H^i'  In-en  when>  thI*  Mil  pmpisi'.i  la 
place  her  In  tli-it  »'i>iilini:i'Hi\v — in  a  t"'rrlt'»riil  eftnilitiiin. 

Till*  object I'tii  cf^miw  fpiiij  till-  oppftncntH  of  thi*  lilll;  they 
are  fiiir  y  that  tlilH  i«t  <>u*'  nf  the  rt>!4tiltM  of  the  pni^Hise^l 
action.  I  am  not.  If  it  )•••  tru<>  thnt  th>>  ]M'op]e  df  Kans-v- 
do  u«»t  llko  llii"  cfinMitntiou  :  If  It  )h>  true  tlint  thiis<>  who  arc 
In  relM-lliou  m.iy  i;<j  to  tlic  ]•*•)]*  and  vole  it  il'iwn.  when  we 
only  Miitimit  n  pr<)p>vr>iti'>n  t-T  a  c|nn;;<*  of  the  land*  thi- 
pe(i|i]»  a-(ki-<l.  they  may  hfive  whtl  reasons  for  their  Vi«tc 
th"y  plen!»«'.  I  i|ii  not  o!.j,..-t  t"  it  lN""iiifii»  'lifv  n»iy  i:lv«-  n 
Tote  it]ni\  n  wn-n-.:  n-n>  >n.  They  nii.:ht  hive  I'line  that 
Under  (he  Si>Mati>'-  bill:  Ihi'y  may  d'l  thit  niili-r  aiij  Mil; 
fur  %oii  ■  jinii'it  force  n  htate  into  tliU  I'Tii-in.  yt>ii  i-.i.mot 
brin.;  b-r  1m  •■.\i>-|it  nn  ti-r!n-  !■■  whi--li  ^le*  ajTrin-*;  aoil  I  s^y 
th.it  natiirallv  results  In  all  tn-.tti-'s  mIiIi  ei|u  lis.  with  motc- 
rel^n>,  an-l  Mitli  ciii/,eii->.  If  \>iu  make  a  coiitruct  .inil  tbe 
>thiT  hirl.v  m  ik- ■)  .t  -nl'-tuntl.tl  van  iii  iii.  nnleM  that  v.irja- 
tiuu  is  u^ri;uil  l  •  bv  I  otU.  i:  unnuU  lUo  whole.    'Ibat  U  the 


aimplo  flMt  about  thb  eontraet.   Tba  r^JaetloB  of  Ibf  «■• 

stitutlon  may  be  one  of  the  cvuse«)ueDces  of  it.  I  know.  ><ai 
It  has  no  double  meaning;  it  ii»  not  pr^ifuded  by  any  fiini 
of  the  bill.  Nor  111  or  Siutli.  that  we  Ma  limit  th«  ruimiliiitei 
We  aixvut  the  Lecompton  cnnp^itutiita  as  th«  will  of  lbs 
people  uf  Kansas,  and  we  aovpt  a  part  <>f  tb«-ir  either  pRh 
|.oi,itbin  by  which  their  c«>nHtitnti<^n  la  arctfioipanied.  tn  wit: 
that  ^}le  ehali  havu  the  same  quantity  ul  lands  that  MiBB» 
sota  hu*l;  but  we  reject  tliul  iUu<e  of  ber  pn>|ib«itiua  If 
which  she  daiuM  seventeen  ulllli>n  acreii. 

Now  we  an«  tulil,  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  aad  oAv 
Seuatora,  that  liere  is  a  bribe  and  a  threat.  «.iiir  bribe  k 
HtrikinK  uff  scvvnti-eu  inillii>n  a<:rtf  uf  Ian-I«  that  she  aAid 
to  itime  ill.  Our  threat  1%  pn*pueing  ^•  leare  bt.f .  If  As 
rejects  our  pn'iNinillou.  Ju»t  as  she  wiwU  bie  If  wobadao 
bill.  That  in  a  fair  hUiteuieitt  of  the  caw.  t.iur  brllM,  I  i^ 
peat,  is.  striking;  out  the  -seventeen  niilliun  mtT*m  of  land  thtt 
she  demundeil.  with  lATOmpton.  If  We  had  given  bcrtbt 
serentven  mlllii>n  acn-s  i>f  land,  an  uuQ*ual  and  eztiaoH^ 
nary  grant  t<^  a  state  enmiui;  InM  the  I'liltin.  which  asffif 
hail  been  niaJe  UTore,  ynu  and  I  know,  nuil  all  ihr  eooatry 
knows,  thai  a  rbni'ir  wouM  have  gnm*  up  fp»m  her;  Is 
Canada.  throu.;liout  this  bpw'l  bind  to  the  I'arlfle  OrsW, 
**  See.  these  ^l.lVlMlrivers  ^ive  the^f  pi<o|>le  aevenfiH'B  mifltas 
of  acres  of  land.  thl4  extnionlinarv  grant,  to  make  tbcB 
take  slavery  in  their  ci.>Uhtitutiou:  Hut  w«  atnke  It  out: 
we  put  her  preciiwly  <mi  the  same  Imsis  with  t>tfaer  aWba; 
and  now,  lHi-au<«e  we  tell  her  that  if  she  doea  doC  eove  la  si 
this  time,  libe  nhail  lutt  innne  until  she  has  the  tvqaMte 
IMipulution.  It  is  altempte<i  tn  be  tortured  Into  a  tbrrat!  I 
suppr^se  this  ilea  never  wnuld  liave  tx,turred  tn  the  ptopb 
in  Kao.xas,  or  to  anytolT  but  penk>ns  who  w«rr>  baatlBif  for 
objui^tiun*.  HverjluHly  knuWM  that  when  Kansas  Is  admit- 
ted.  no  matter  at  what  time,  slie  will  get  tbo  same  lani 
th^t  <>l b-r  ftiiti-s  have  had.  The  l>il1  diH*  not  pT»ihIMtll. 
and.  1  i>iip|ii'7<',  it  w  -uld  never  \m*  imai^iued  bat  by  anv* 
pi*liiici.in  ull  I  wiL'<  rt-.-ekin^  fur  a  prvtexl,  wheii  b«  coold  v4 
fliid  A  n-n-on. 

Tli<-  .'^•■Tuitor  fp>m  Illiiioh  says  (hat  he  U  wUllag  tn  agnt 
to  the  |iMnrii>i>'  <<f  not  allitwint;  u  stat*  to  he  iwlnilttM  until 
she  hat  nhuty-threi'  th<>u>and  i>6op}e, or  a  iuflkient aamber 
fi>r  >ine  ni«niUT, aciijriiuit  to  the  ralK   lie  irotr«l  fiir  iL aal 
fl.>  (IM  I :  iiu>l  when,  two  year*  HfHh  I  inlroda<Wii  a  bill  t» 
!fyl\\:  this  ililllculty  by  briniring  her  Into  tha  Union  tbea.  I 
lb  •■Inn>'l.  from  my  n  -at  b>*re.  that  it  was  a  TiKlaii-tn  of  a 
principle.    This  [y  tho  gem-ral  rule.    I  sapp^a^l  the  tbss 
cr<ndili"n  '  f  the  i.tmntry  uux'Uf  Kansas  an  eac^-piional  csn: 
1  ]»nt  it  eM-lii^tiveSy  on  the  Knund  of  an  exceptkiial  ra^:  I 
wa.H  nally  di-^in/iM  ^if  |.icifieating  tli>'  country  on  this  •{»* 
ti<iii.     Wc  haie  l.itiond  t->  •!  •  it.    The  Ailniint*tni'i->n  ba« 
1.iIh>i-.I  to  .1.1  \\;  th-'  iKiu.ieratie  |>arty  Im*  l.-iln-red  io'i<'i:: 
bnt  It  iirij«irity  "f  the  j»-i!.'   -f  Kaii'-.iS.  it  i^-t-in*.  ur  nt  V-*»l 
a  i.tr.:i-  )•■  rii  -n  ■•!  tln-m.  t  tkin^j;  tbfir  c  uiim-U  fn-in  ihe  <*(» 
p  I*:!!'!!.  Iro--.  e\i.n  tfi  th-  extent  m|  refii«in>:  tr  ii  •••.  u.*^ 
nil  tie-  ni  •:>:.*  in  tlnir  [►•wtT  to  pM'K  111  It      V^ril.  whit  : 
vii-*i\  ii-iv*  ;    "  We  :i->-ept  yoiir  i-iimMtntiiiM — It  is>-'nr»-*. 
v.e  i,i\i-  V  n  th«'  Mplinary  v'rant  if  lainl:  but  if  >•  u  il  •  •.  ". 
wi-.lj  Jo  ci  ■.!.■  ill   »••  rt-mi'  ^-lu  to  lb-  jeiu-ral  rul»-' — tbv  * 
a'll      Tip-  .-^i  uitor  l'ii>i:i  Iliiiiri^^  •(.1\^  th;tl  ki  n>-rKl  i-ul>   \f  i 
ri_lit  ?  li- .  Ill  '  V.  •  ■  iii:lit  iie^t-r  lo  •l.-pnrt  fr-  ui  It.     It  i«  •■!■■ 
iVoiii  itlii.li  <'-i.^r-A-  hi.'  ib>t  U'U.il.y  •li-)>nrti«1.  and  •bi'ti 
iiev-T  ■•II,:. it  to  »»■  'l-piiti-l  fp.m.  •'\ii-pt  uiuV'r  i\tra-Mr 
ii.irv  eii.  nni'Mii  I -.     A<  :i  general  ru!-,  it  I*  a  *'uni|  •■■''. 
l.iit  i!i-  n-  m  ly  l»'  f\  •■•ptl"ii«j  tr>  all  rules.     When  I  j  r";*^*-l 
Iw  •t-i>.ii  t'loin  it.  I  >«.-;<  iii-'in^  r.>r  Kan -ti  •>.  i-n. !«■■»• -nri:;  '.  • 
pi'.ti  a''-  l.t  r.  Hii.|    i-Ki  ei;.lt-av'-rin.r  i»  li»ke  tbi*  •i.it-'.fH'i. 
\»lil<-!i  w.i-  -I  .li-ruil  tilt;  nml  ilaT.;;<-PMi^  eb-uient.  ••lit  s.-!  '.ii' 
jF.  ill. ..  ..f  ii,..  Irii:..!  M.i;!-*.     Tint  wa-*  init  a^r."^!  tn;  Kit 
K.ii.v.-i<    IU-  in:  in   the  oiiirit  '-f  that  i<n>(M<si!ii-n.  bH«  pr-" 
N.-iit--l  li-  i->  •  t  (  T  .■i■lnll«^i  'ii.     I  sav  U>  b>T.  I  will  ni^*.  y:  i  .>• 
•-'•iivtitu'i'.ii  \  -11  lit\>- in  III" :  I  Hill  ,:iTe  jiiu  the  <>r>:iniirT 
liifl  jtiii'>:  lut  I  will  n-t  allow  y  •(!  t  •  nitke  i  ••n^ti'uti  ■:i» 
e\.r\  *i\  n.      •h-t.    The  •MndU<'l  «'t  the  |  ■»I»uKTi'»l  of  Ksii»ti 
hit  l.ei-ii  .11  Ii  ;i«  nor  .-it  all  to  inn^'H^e  my  e'tiimir  f>t'  thi.' 
iMp-niu  fi-r  "-If  .:o\>  rnm<-iit.    It  W'liM  !■•■  suittn^nt  ft-r  m.-. 
ei.-ij  att'-r  li.tiiiiz  \'-tf<l  for  it.  in  l-*'-'*.  t--  -»*  imw  thai  !!■■* 
e^eiitn  •■['  tlj>-  hi>t   lu.i  viar'i  hnve  i-'in  iici^'i  iii>i  thst  »)»* 
ou^'ltt  not  to  lie  :i'iiiiitr>'<l  n»  a  :>late.    I  .ijii'ly  thi*  r«  Misik  i 
.nil:  I  lio  noi  :•)  p'.'^  *'  t->  t)ie  Krc**  .'^t.it'*  men  niofv  than  >■■ 
oth'T".    Tli'i''  It  i\i- Ihh'm  \ttrs,nnl  tuiiuiits  lul  fnml«.  a-d 
i-hi-atiii!;s.  an<l  a  disp  »i'io||  iiiNniti'>te,|  i\*<r%  «h- r*>  in  t!-it 
teirilorj  toiiiiiy  I"  ili!«r-,r".ri|  th»'  ki«.     It  one  |*irtr  gif  i 
le^i..l:itnr".  tlii-y  lurii  evi y!i'»ly  eUe  .mt.  ti.i  niatti-r«ht«b 
(>:irt,\  it  1m:  bn<i  ii  in-ij   rilx  .li-n.-  i<  •.i^  c^  d  is  a  iin.ni.ltn   u* 
Vote.    Tbeic  k.'.-iiiH  tn  I'-  an  iiii-af4ii-it\  i  i  tbi^  |k.piilHrif<ii. 
thrown  iu  tb'Ti'.  I  r.lnii'.  iinibT  tin-  n:-***  nnJoi-unnt.- i-.r- 
ciim''taiKH-<.  t  '„'o\.  rn  tin  iii-»lv.-<;  a:i.I  I  um  fr>H«  fi-  arkn  w- 
leiltfH    that    I    "SLril  II' t  re^r>'t   if  ''lie  (-■-•Ti«e<i|a>%r«*  -f  !>»■• 
inea^nre  rli.ill  III'  t-i  put  th'-m  Kvk  in  a  leirif.  li.tl  n-n-tlti--ii 

Tle-n  wbiT*  i*  tie-  n  n-e«hi»n  by  the  N«'rtb?  >c«b*. 
Niltb'-r  till'  .v-imtor  fr-rn  lllini>i«.  ii'h'  any  i-tliT  fwr^-a 
hen>.  ilenli'>«  that  lie*  }.i<ii|ib>  «)i<Hik  !iii:i1l>  thpiuch  a  fv^- 
vvntlon.  The  )ii><i|H->  uf  K.tnibts  L-iv*  ■!  -n-  It.  W-  aivt-j-i 
th-'  act  of  this  coii\  ntii^ii:  we  .ii-vpt  a  p*'.linn^f  li'-T  j«r.» 
IKMitl'in  fur  bfcuJs,  and  we  tei!  her  that  we  Uii  nX  aocvpt  the 


IMt,  ud  wr  mlalt  to  bn  ■  bMU^  pnpniltlan,  Id  p]««  I  r^KI  It  ••  Arkmnl  uiA  lowi  illil.  It  Rileht  bi»  V«a 
oTMr  pri^iw^  eoBti**  In  rrjnril  Id  1>iiiI>.  If,  fcr  nnj  |  rtui»  ulthoot  ohjKtlnn  ftrim  mi';  I  (hnuuht  tt  w««  jir.™ 
nUOB  JDU  nlMM,  you  nhuH  LO  UIib  Lbia  ini.*llPBHon  of  lh»  ,  p>  ddL  It  Ihrtr;  hui  In  Ih--  r»«'.,f  ArViiu-iis.  IW  i-ntil-iitbll 
vW^r  it  b*  bvoQPB  y^n  ^  not  Ilkr  tli*  I^rtraiip-  hM  ■uihniitd  tJip  ti^cliiliiiuri?  ti»  jifvi-pt  u  iiiiHiiiirnifi.ii  nf 
n  now.    If  jmo  r»tu«  lo  Oili*  U»  jimpv    '-  -' "- " .  --  ■  --  -•-- .--  ■' 


[,  I  ■»■  thmft™,  WB  an  BOl  t 

t'  «  O*  ngtMiCT  mucqiMDn 

I  vmroMta,  b«>*»r.  la  that  I 

Z  h  ft  tarKloilal  romtlUOD.  ud 

*  Hj^elb  UW  Hull  wblrh  It  In  «i 

'  tkavHHalinltn 


'SS. 


Otant. ,,-  -    - 

hwiliriii  mUBmlr (dhend. anil 

■r  tb  pnrrilrt}.     W>  MJ  7m  (hall  auiT.  ■■  r..rj  muar  iin- 

■ItotT  BDRht  to  •tat.  BDd  OM  bflnn  two  Sanitnn  Solo  tlil« 
Wf ,  ud  ona  uamlH  Isto  tta*  olhar  lIooaiK  nDlll  yon  h>» 
a  pgnlatlDD  nilBrinl,  Dndsr  llu  I'Klrni)  OiDntltullnn.  In 
•UUIa  jpa  to  ■  RuirwnUMT.  acainllu;!  K.  the  mtoUnii 
ntls.   Tbat  la  ill  Dtrra  la  lu  It. 

n«  ftntta.  IbM,  b>a  nudn  no  ainHnlnni  or VIT  »«.  anil 
Ik* Bortli haa m^a Dong,  ThgdiiBorDr cnniBilD(coii>I>- 
ntlgaa  down  ft**  pwiilv'a  Ihnnti  1<  ■■  an  vnil.  HiM 
iHkrjnie— b«iM  tbfH  t«ui:  TiKy  mntol  Itir  cmnnilnji 
fiiln  I  AltboBKh  lb*  mull,  mrybmlj  Iiihv,  vodIiI  be 
Ob  bb»  vltto  Ua  HDpl*  sf  Kuhh.  «III  It  iroulii   bATi 

bam*.  Ifow,  UHjaa;,  Itlmrw  It  la  nnr:  but  It  la  sol 
■H  ta  Of  ri|M  w*]'.  Tbat  MiBn  to  b«  tba  i>)t|Tllnn  nf 
OcOppoMioB.  It  la  tnii  Ibr  iiKipI«m»i*T,wa  vtttnot 
ttim  mi  BodUlcalkin  1  rni  will  n-ii  ome  fn  anlwi  wltb  Iha 
Mnataam  nlUluna;  bill  I  rati  uiun  ny  fHrn<li  I  will  not 
|i»  Ibani  tba  iw*rnt«ni  mllHon  aon.    U'a  liara  bm  atlird 

Mb^Ib  •  "taTJ  ftotj.     If  ■»  wm  dl«|liMnl  til  dn  what  w» 


oriluBoa  and  Kit*  tbon  unly  wh 
liwnta  and  all  11k  othrr  f tatxa  ridi 
bind.    Naw.  1  app^bflid  tbiit  bul 

ClkmcB,  bnl  tor  palltlcBl 
egdlika  looklnn  m  llw 


iwa.  whI  Iowa  i^Htnl  H.  wid  piaile  h  hfh  nnHlllulliin 

d»a1d  n"!  hiT..  uMc-Kd  !■>  it  ir  It  h>'l  hrm  iii  ilw  xtliilinl 
- '  MIL  Itiu  Iqisl  rDnaiH|<ii'U<-d  wuuld  bs  the  uma, 
er  It  n>  ihm  «  oni. 

Linr  WtUuf  Olilo,  In  thL  ^.lutr,  Ai<m  27lh.  I'M.* 

Mliu'dni  indnr  abMi  lhi«'h)i^ul'd''  iiTr,'"'li  -■•  rimMdrd 
iHi  Ih»iin-i4di-  that  tha  pni|ilr.  arllni  Ihrniuli  tin-  tiraiaof 

17.  On  Uw  •HhH'  liaod.  tbit  iwi-iiluilKn  whi  aHMilxl  bm 
llir  Iha  cipp"idlV;1u  tw  Ihv  punii,!  Mint  J(  KBit  all  httiff  prt- 
mraioQuf  Ilia  will  nf  tlii*  )inj<iiry  ^'f  il>"  |miiiLai>r  KanHu: 

injnily  nftb^p^i^-fDMliMml  t,i  tiri^i^Mrnnl  liy  It.   Tbua 

iltutl'in,  A  iinnbih  of  1b«  i^ipln  luil  mlli^l  a  roiii^ntitin, 
blrb  ftaatd  Ihka  Inflruniqil,  anJ  nllnl  It  a  niuntltiillnn. 
Iw  liMHil- bail  praili'iulyuii^  ami  fnair-l  aniltlicr  nriinlltu- 
Ikni,  wliMi  thax  rallid  th-lr  niii*!lluti<iB.  ant  nblib  tbiv 

iw,  rir,  whm  tbl'  ciuinilltr'  w.-rr  alMiii  tn  »••  19  all 
lb*  piraawhliiu  ItuI  bad  o>iir  lii'C>n\  aiid  M  luVlliuia  a 
aaw  UU,  bow  enj It  mniM  ha>.  I«ni  f^ir  th.ni  In ny.  Ib 
— '--t  Juatl»  and  taini-a  V  all, '  wi-  will  i,a  M-  tlu.  lint 

(Ida  tn br  tbo  wUI •d'  tlir i^nl-:  wi.  vtiriii,"lnk. lb* 
iptim  cmMltDlliin,  hrraii'i'  I1  la  allivol  lolipfnndn- 
ind  nnt  lu  vlaliiily  llir  nil!  irf  tin-   |H>lilrl    liUI   w* 


111  tlw  pwivlr.  and  tbvj  (ImII  I-  at  Ijl^rty  l<i  (mm.-  tli.4r  nio- 
atilBltoB,'  Fiir  that  iiBipor  tbi'  nnmnllt—  ubilil  ban,  ■«, 
irctsd  aB«  nrMnlriit  thr*  wirli-nl— tliry  loljlil  havr  tahaa 
Iba  BBabllnic  —  *-  '" ■-   ■—  ■'-" ' 


{!■•  Ikr  tiwn  hnliUnit  not  ti>  hrr  a  thtra 
wbiw  yni  would  Wta  hrr  li;  dr«;,i>lli>i: 
brirllariai  nnidlDini:  aail  lii  ■  I'rrliiiri 


Ihlli  (rna  llKtTF 
fi>r  Ibu  Mr«D||th  nt 

naU  ba  icrr  lltlla  lUthMiw  N-twtt-n  un  nn  thia  qoaHlnii. 
Va  oanotaltn  ILIjnmalltullAn  If  *<■  would,  U'a  do  bm 
widi  Id  talM  any  adtanta^  In  tMt  uhnln  of  aubmlvlon. 
luUDtidi  aa  KaBHii.  laalmt  nf  anartna  11a  a  rivpla  Fonatl. 
tatlDB.  Mniiiiafd  otba  twioH  ami  ixiB-liilini".  w»  had  to 
■ctapl  1lHai,aa  Iba  !i<mlor  rniu  Illlmiia  admits  lo  tbdr 
•oUnty— or.  If  wa  noJHV  lb«n.  >br  baa  Iha  pnwrr  In  rrjwl 
tbam.  ThalUaUlbarablnlhlapRipoaltliHi.  Vuailidllln 
HkhlfaB-  ^™  dU  H  In  Wbciuiala.  Yuii  lUd  It  In  loan. 
la  lowm  yoo  njartnl  bw  appll-atl™  nn  tba  qimtlon  nt 
bomdaiy.  whirh  la  no  ■troiiinr  than  Ihli.  Iiwbilw  hara  tba 
pelBt  la,  wlirlbir  Gnncrnw.  In  i-iDidil-'ratlipnof  tha  n>>wiitata 
Bhhic  ap  iRr  vowai  of  tniall'in.  thr  bl^bnit  pflwir  oTa  niii- 
nl|cn,0TRlhapubllrlaniKaBd>iT«lliv«1anih  yoa  stant 
to  idbanlH  ■  brkf  Haw.  Bill  ouko  a  itmnt  of  land*  aocb  an 
bM  btro  mada  to  DDi*r>lDlnl.BBdaltahi(rMiraalataall. 

nlaan  jonr  anmrlntr  In  ibia  trtfrn :  and  yna  han  bh 
tW>I  to  daiaand  iif  Ihto  rlaltrrhmaf  i>t  atatni  mora  laMbi, 
nore   pKuidary  adtantmtra  Rir  r^lnutng  Ihl*  mari'lgn 

Car,  thnn  neb  nf  tbn  Mhvr  rbhivMi  nvw  nam  Ibai 
tRioHJnU  tba  Cn^ibail.    W- will  Mint  yoB  Ibaland. 

iTrBarJnal 

linwV'lDb^"  ni.iWI-dTalMW   with  l»a  <haa     "■'«l''"-^<'»«-    Thll^  1 -..  ..-  —..  .- 

Uw  naaibR  |iTH«lbrd  by  (ha  re>li,-nl  mUofor  ana  iUjii*    of  cnnT^nllona  MiwioHnl  l"fnin,M-,iii.rtiiiiiiin«,    wTli^i 
— *"'"-  DO  nii>n- of  thidr  la-lutt  arni'.l  nilh  ■npn-iiif  |>'oi'r  lu  put 

Ih'v  pl«*.  wltlimit  Ihl-  i-n'i-li-  bivlii.'|>ia>-r  lN|!,'lii>lor 
It  Tbatwaa  IIh!  |>*llii>a -i'  1i„,ii.I  riii.u  In  i,iir<-rt  litua 
Poutheni  (rantl^men  da  J  nfli-r  ilit.  Uii  a  ;iriU-  wbllr  aaii. 
N<>w  llu?  ban-  lliRiwn  tbli  hWiit,!  1'i>1i)->ii  I"  lli>  aindii, 
■nd  I  tlnok  llial  Ilir  II.    Tlii'r  >HL'ni  |..  iilBill  tbal  iIh-  |i>n. 

upon  Ihr  Iwllluliniia  BBili.r  vliTrb  thi,y  an- 1"  lln.  Si  Air. 
Il  iBSKn-al  Impnirnai-iit  i,n  :hi<  Iji-oniiipn  iiin>-i,rn.     Ilut 


alaknl  Ibrii  di-lnnlii'dlnii  nol  [<<  -iM  In 

KirthiiyHU, -lat  iiahan<tb>-l.n |it.oin 

wlllmiiut  iif  tbi>l'Dtii|lourwli>»,'     Tbxl 
iliprbav-jli.nlt  u|.; 


t«iil  tbiU  Ihny  ca 

mtttnl  and  tbmwn  ■■■-i«  t-i  ■ 

It  ill  li^ht:  m  Ui  II  l<  Idhi 

coBimleiH  ylrid  IliB'  br  t.i  tbr  riM-Mi-<  »iid  nmniiicnti 

wfalHi bad bMi ■ildns'-J  l-<t1',-in,  -li..>iiie  lliatili'lr  1..^ 

cMnliti>nnninrnwaafr»iiln1.nt:  tiMt  li  <II<1  n<.'  puitKnli 


It  no  n>i>r*i.|,in  by  Iba  Nnitb  nr  bj-  lb*  l<onth,  but  a  pnarBC 
■•tilrmvBi,  ttniXt  baaad  op-'B  •  hnaiL  rlubt  am  HBdurlnn. 
anBaUluAuial  pi1iiiip>{  awl  aa  aurb.  It  anl  tntj  maaU  my 

lit.  lUlc  I  wlnh  In  ask  Ihr  ^rBitur  fnun  nnrda  a  ifUM- 
tbin:  li-ai>a  Itl'rfnpovdti-aalimlltbiibock  to  IhapHipla 
M  Ranoaa  la-ntoiv  Ihara  I*  a  nidUinlton  of  thdr  laad  pio- 

K~  Una.  ami  It  k  unrritrj  bi  aBhmll  tl  brnaiiB  II  if  nndl- 
M^qiKatloB  la,  wby  llw  Hnf  H-nat«  Idll  dU  nnt  anul 
H  tank.  »>r  thai  mnilltl"!  Ik'  i>rnp<<lil'-n  oiually  wIlbtfaK 
bot  atlll  that  admiltrd  tb«alaU- wllbnul  nul^mluliiBt 
Hr.Tn^iBiis.    That  U  ttue;  but,  ai  I  (taint,  tho  cob<* 


111  It  hi  iHi-li  a  lilaiB  u 
lluDdrrataNdltl 


pat  la  tUUIh  bskai: 


d  In  Iba  baBd,  KatUBi  coald  IlitOKiwn.'i  tiii'Iui'1CnKuti&  fi^uuu-." 
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**81r,th]i 


ipropoel' 
forTotei 


tioii  mtdii  upon  its  fue  u  though  it  wu 
B  iiremiam  finr  Totea.  Ars  Uie  people  to  vote  dlractly  upon 
ttM  eonitituUon  under  which  they  live  ?  Not  by  aoy  meand ; 
bnt  they  are  to  Tote  upon  a  Rrant  of  land ;  they  aru  to  Tote 
whether  they  will  accept  a  i^  fmm  the  giiTernuent  of  fire 
or  ciz  million  acres  of  land ;  ami  if  tliey  decide  to  take  the 
land,  that  deelalon  ia  to  dng  after  it  the  Lccoinplon  cunmi- 
tation.  that  they  have  repudiated  over  and  over  iM^aiii.    Wm  |  tliiiit;,  an  yr)u  went  on  with  your  Li«oinp'li>n  dill.    The  Sev- 


erer any  such  thing  as  ihla  concerted  by  a  stntt'enian,  fi)r 
the  action  of  the  people  r  Is  a  land  grant  the  priurlpal 
thing  Id  framing  a  atattt  coni^tltutionT  8ir.  it  «ici'm«  to  be  a 
Ud  of  land  fSir  liberty,  a  brilw  held  out.  *  Will  you,  people 
of  KansaA,  surrender  your  liiMrtiea  ftir  land?'  Thnt  i.s  iho 
qoeatiou ;  it  cannot  be  disi^uisvil.  I  impugn  directly  the 
motlTea  of  no  man,  hut  1  stuto  what  the  vtfvvi  uf  this  actiun 
will  be.  How  will  it  nppe.ir  to  the  worlil,  uny  what  you  will 
about  itf  If  the  iHf<iplu  will  vote  th(;m«olTef«  m  much  land, 
then  they  aurreniler  tlu-mselvoK  to  a  RLi\e  ronptltutlun, 
which  you  ami  I  know  th<'y  Imvu  repudiated  over  and  over 
again.  It  Lt  not  rt^mpet^-nt  f'lr  mi:  tu  Mtatc  the  uiutiveH 
which  have  promptcil  to  iiu«-h  ni^iiou  aK  tliia;  but  you  voti> 
for  the  incMout  and  the  priiu'ipio  \a  Iu  fnUow.  llow  ulM>urd 
and  inoonn>finential !  Why.  Mr.  i'reKidfUt,  If  I  idiould 
make  Juat  KU"h  a  pn>p'»it{un  an  that,  to  f>btain  your  votu 
upon  a  priTattt  bill,  and  it  ^h  <iiM  coiu«>  mit  to  the  wi-trld  that 
I  had  duno  it.  I  pn>giniii*  evt-ry  juht-iniiid-Hl  S-iiator  hero 
would  vote  pntinptly  to  oxp'l  nits  from  tliu  boJy.  aa  un- 
worthy of  a  Milt  ill  ft.  Th^  <»fTiT  Ik:  'So  much  land  if  vou 
rote  fir  thl'i  ronsMtiition:  if  V'ui  vntc  u.;aiiii<t  it,  you  t\m\\ 
haTe  neithiT  land  u<*r  iinyihiii^  olsi>.* 

••Mr.  I'ri'iiJeiit.  1  r«T'ill»vt  wi-ll  ib.tt  in  thecoume  of  pome 
ohaorT.itii'nH  which  F  mndo  imt  lun;:  a;:o.  you,  i(ir  [Mr. 
BlfTJC^  in  the  chair]  put  tb<'  riue-tion  ti>  nit-:  SupjMine  a^hive 
run^titnli"!]  were  pre<«>nted  t  »(?:»n>:re.'>s,  wi*uld  I  vole  for  it? 
I  recollect  Wi.-ll  the  aiiswiT  I  in  i<ii)  tu  you,  and  your  apjiA- 
rent  HurpnH«  at  the  absurlity  of  tin*  an^witr.  Vet  I  flml  the 
Pre^dent  of  tiilit  Imdy  to-d.-iy  ii.'.tuinin^  uiy  p'>ailiou,  and 
Totio^  for  the  Nimn  p^op(J^Iiri>ln.  only  n>vei-«iu}{  itf>  appHoa- 
tion.  1  would  not  vote  f<»r  the  aj mission  nf  n  ^lH▼e  conxti- 
tution;  nor  will  you  v<<ti^  for  a  fni*  one.  I  do  not  eomplHiu 
of  yoii;  I  cHunot  r<^Tnp].iin  of  y^u,  )i»Tau-e  I  oci'upy  ab'iut 
the  Miuin  gn>nnd  that  you  will  il<>  an  Iniur  IiMinf.  when  the 
Tote  in  tnkiMi,  exci>]it  thnt  pnicliiMlIy  our  poiiition^  are 
rcvernevl  In  the  applicntinn  of  th«-m.  Ydu  ctiuu*  from  a  iil.ive 
fitAte.  anil  T  from  a  five  Ktate.  Tiiernunlry  will  uudertKlaud 
the  positions  we  nil  oi'ru|>y  on  this  Hubjuct.  and  I  do  not  cure 
how  Koon  Iher  are  under>to<ifl  by  ull. 

"Mr.  I'n'nid'Mit,  it  ban  Iwcn  fousht  to  break  the  forit*  of 
the  objijcflont  to  tbl-s  j^rlieme  by  isayin;:  tinil  Ibero  w.i<  un- 
certainty .'tlHint  the  p<""»p!t«  of  IvniioiiN  iicc''ptin;;  thi*  ^rnnt 


if  that  matter  labond  Id  jonr  nlad,  bow  In  Ifaa  ■■■•  if 
Heaven  did  yon  luOer  yonr  Lioomptoii  bill  to  be  deUM 
here  day  after  day.  week  aftur  week,  and  I  do  not  know  kn 
I  might  lay  month  after  month,  without  rairi^fftlM;  the 
great  diflVculty  which  muat  interrupt  the  whnle  |iroce«ain|% 
and  lead  you  to  aurreuder  ail  you  had  don«.  aiul  i«t  npa 
scheme  entirely  new?    You  did  n<4  apprehend  any 


ator  fmui  Virginia  never  liugpentifd  then  that  there  waf 
any  trouble  al^>ut  the  laud  granta  that  weiv  proTiled  ftr 
in  that  bill.  Yf>u  voU-d  U  through  thia  body.  It  laa  it 
nmiKith  as  oil.  No  man  Mid  there  waa  anjr  dlfflculty  aVwl 
that,  nor  Miuld  it  be  said :  bocnUM  so  far  as  th<r  ordlnaD** 
wa.«  C4^ncerne«i,  and  the  land  grant  wiu  1utuIv<<1,  the  IA 
stooil  on  exactly  tiie  same  principles  aa  every  other  t«nfl» 
rial  bill,  an>l  (rraute'l  no  inoreu  no  less.  Why.  then,  leektt 
cover  up  this  enckrmlty  undi>r  so  plain  a  proi»'>aiti<in  ae  that! 
Sir,  the  people  will  understand  It,  whether  gentlemen  hm 
will  uniierstami  It  or  not.  It  is  in  the  natunf  of  a  bribiL 
It  \*  nut  eX|K>cted  that  the  unwphistleated  |ie«'p!^  tfarooch 
the  wli>;le  wildi-rneM  tif  KauMis,  will  be  able,  like  Uwyera, 
tu  r<(-.ui  closely  ami  uuderKtaml  nrltkally.  the  Inipfxl  r-f  this 
{franl.  I  will  not  aay  that  the  foct  that  it  waa  known  tbey 
would  not  uiulen-tand  it.  ivinatltutrd  the  reaaon  why  a  qn«» 
tiou  so  >inipte  as  the  adoption  or  the  rejection  uf  the  i^««a^ 
ton  constitution  if  made  to  turn  on  the  bet  wfaethttr  the 
IkMtple  will  ucit'pt  a  donation  of  lands ;  but  ft  hNika  very 
nni:-h  lik«  iL  It  would  l«  out  uf  iwder  tat  me  to  aay  it  «aa 
K'  inteudi^ :  but  that  will  be  ita  effect. 

*■  Well,  Hir,  Ouit  1h  tlie  nalnreof  the  propoaitlnn.  I  ha«i 
Kiid  it  is  bumi  iating  to  the  high-minded  8(>uth.  bMma«eit  is 
a  total  sunviider  of  the  position  upon  which  they  fdanttd 
theni^elveK  nnd  swrirv  in  tlioir  cmiuclla  they  wnuld  stake 
tlii-ir  institutions.  You  liave  gtren  it  up:  you  have  rarm- 
il*Ti-d  i^ttompti^n,  in  tliis  mi(«raUe  way  to  be  sure,  iute  ibe 
Imiiils  iif  tl.f  iieoplo  of  Kansas,  to  reject  It  if  they  p!eft«<*, 
mid  at  I  tru-l  in  (ioil  they  will.  Tlierein.  sir.  you  lie  In  the 
dui't.  i^nutliern  chivalry  U  bfrv  in  these  hHll<.  I^gsinf 
nuMi  t>^  voti*  for  a  uiisKrable  prupositiun,  well  ealeulet^'d  to 
niirtleiid  tlie  people.  1  am  aurry  ftir  it  I  haT«  reapiCted 
Their  ht;:hni hided nes^.  I  have  always fanfvd  hi^rvTofurvthsl 
tliey  weru  aUiTi:  irtmneuting  tu  arran-:?i*uients  that  rouM  net 
stand  out  in  open  d;iy.  I  do  not  »a>  that  aD>thindC  'inMi'r 
i*  intended  in  this  proposition,  but  I  kniiW  it  i-i  w-U  raici^ 
luti.>«l  In  itself  to  decvive  the  people,  and  then-fore  1  pf^ 
nouuiv  it  huiuiliating  to  the  Soutli.  I  say.  furUivr,  it  If 
uiuust,  if  not  an  oin^n  insult,  to  the  North,  Why !  I  ran 
ti'll  you  nothing  new,  aft<>r  the  pro|><iH|{iori  has  been  sn  ahty 
li.-mdled  by  the  honorable  ^nator  from  Kenturky  and  tha 
honxmble  S-naior  fnmj  Venni>nt.  wlio  hav**  pri*  •^•^*l  las. 


fv 


prop'Vcd  ill  yiMir  ori..:inal  Mil.  This  \-t  a  t»triiMi;e  nimliuy.  |  Tlu-y  luivi>  midi>itl4»i  |ii))Mhly  plnln  for  me  l<  j*!-*!:-!  bete 
ami  it  I'oinpH  at  a  stran^t"  um<1  an  iiufirtnii.ite  time.  j^ir.  ib«  j  li-n;  in  i-Iuli-'nitin^  this  ]>"int.  Il-n*  stniids  out  tef.rv  the 
yiiu  not  kimw  th.-tt  th^-  »<iil>j<  •-(  w.-i>«  m-Hit*;!  iu  tin- Omi  mi  :!»-••  j  wli.iii;  witM  tlif  OMht  i;lnrio,{  iiiju>ti'-M.  the  ni-<«T  i-Lm!  e 
(•u  Territ'irli'is,  and  it  \va<  >.il\  that  no  kind  of  (>liji".'ii'.in  ■  wrnii^;  .lul  i.o  niiin  ilHrf  f.trt-  m»'  d'»»n  hi-n*  ni.<l  -:■>  :i'.il 
cfiuld  arlsif  from  uny  >U!'h  ti-.in.r;  that  we  liaii  a  riirbt  l<«  ;  y^iu  pl:i«v  hUvery  uihI  liU-rty  np  in  i'|iiftl  fi-nn  i-iJi-'Tj-  l-y 
ni'Miify  tin*  ordinaihM*.  .in>i  m.ik'-  \vh:it  irrtiit  «•!'  l.tn-l  wn  |  thi-«  mi":i-:urp.  Vnu  t:ilk  i»f  lli<'  e-iuslity  "f  I'.-i-  i>fti«-. 
plea««i'd  bi  thi'  t»'rritoi  y ;  .■ml  if  ili,..y  n'jt.-."t«- 1  th"'  i*itiistitnt!  >n 
on  arconnt  of  <iur  rjoi  nlvin^  tlo-m  as  uiui-h  us  tht-y  lh<>UL;lit 
they  w.-ni  entitl<^l  to.  th'-y  woul  i  no'.  Ix-  a  -fjle;  but  if  tln-y 
aovpto«i  th»'  i*on.-<titnti-tn  liy  or.Mniiiui;  utidnr  it.  .*:utjert  to 
tlie  pr«)vi«lon  we  biul  nmd.«.  thnt  w:!-*  an  •■nd  of  it  ?  llnw 
haPTMMifi  it  MOW  th.it  you  make  this  uholi.^  ivMitroVfrsy  turn. 
as  it  were,  on  tin*  uiiivrtainty  wIu'Uht  the  pifipb-  will 
a?<*ept  a  d'>!intion  mi.'h  !M  you  btive  m.'i-ie  to  i'Vitv  ntlr  r 
slftfc'  Wby.  In  the  niiui*  nf  Ib-.'iv-n.  i-  it  now  p.ir.fU'-l  L.t.- 
ss  the  main  rt-ns  >n  why  yn  h  i\«'  ri-vi-rs-Ni  ynur  ai-ii'-n  .' 

Mr.  tiU'  :.v.  Tln'  ('xiiiMiitt*)'-  >>n  T-rrit'<ric.««  iu'Vi-r  -li '  sny 
that  it  w.i«i  t!)e  riiht  >*(  t},n  r-iinniittit!  i.r  of  t'.>ii^i".s  t  -lie- 
t.it«'  tlio  ti-rms  nj^-iii  whi-h  tli-  st.ifi*  ►!iiiuid  ^>r.  ad  n:  ■  d. 
niHV  htiM'  alw:iy-«  •■liini--l  |!.at :  but  i>n  tlu-  iiue>'i  ■■.  if 
rir«itr«'"t  't!i  till' K.>>'j'--t  Mri.nj.ls,  it  wa*  ina'tt'r  oi'.i^n-i..  ■  t. 
Th«*  form.ili>n  and  a  !«  pti.Mi  i<f  a  roti-titution,  tie*  «■.■!. i  .nt- 
ti'"!  hvld  was  a  4'it'Sfi m  with  wldrh  ll.f  ^l•il)lt(■  iitul  llmis*- 
(■■f  Ki'pri"«i'ntati\i'>*  Irid  n-'rliin.;  i-»  il-i;  im  |  tb.-ii  bus  Itvn 
thi'  p  dnt  nil  tli"  timr.  I  tl.iiik.  th-nTm',  Mw."  N-natT  d-xs 
inju-liiv  to  the  ( i»niitiit*«'»'  w»icu  !:».•  '^ay^  tbi*  tlM-y  tii>>n;(lit 

n 


Why.  sir,  y^u  .irn  trami>lin/  lb»»  lVi-«-  j't:H»-«  in!"  Hi-  rwt, 
and  ••ili'riii^  liriN's  tu  sli^-iy.  It  will  lud  I'.n  V  ti-  ilii  •«- 
uniK*r>tand  ii  or  not.  <ii«i  kitow'4  t]i»  j^-ople  ot  ih-:  L  cited 
Mati'S.  lb"  lit.n.>'Jt  p<-<-ip:«<.  will  undiT'fi.iiid  It. 

"1  \\:\\,-  O.I  r.  ■  iiii  I  Miili  K-ty.  thnt  tbi^  pr«>pii>.ii'''n  i 
urn II I i>  ii:..  II •[  to  the  North,  aiui.  I  think,  an  t|»-n  in^uli. 
Wi  i;  iiii.'ii  thi>  Si*nati>r  from  K«'iitncky  :t.>k.  what  w.hiIJ 
ili<  .^'  itth  think  of  a  prop^miii  m  >lk<*  thii  on  tin-  <>th*r  riir? 
I  liiivi'  toi)  t^H  d  an  opinion  iil'yi<u  to  iK'tievi*  that  vi  u  «>^<::J 
U'ur  il  as  meekly  an  wt*  hlia^l.  I  U-linve  that  %-<u«i  ull 
iNiuduct  yonrmdvi'S.  in  n-fi-r'-in'o  to  )*iieh  a  nef:\ri--ii«  priip^ 
tion.  in  a  manner  morn  frai.ibt  »lth  biiuor  to  vuur  si-i  lioQ 
than  I  Var  we  shnll.  I  wi'b  to  i;>t«l  «,■  b.i'l  m«-n  a-  f-virl-  »* 
to  rttaud  up  f>r  Mo-  ri^ht.  -.*<  you  h^iM*  to  Atjind  up  lor  iii« 
wnm-.;.  I  h  >nui  you  f>r  l!i<-  m-iniier  in  wlii(4\><'n  <taiid  up 
to  wbit  y<Mi  nay  you  n-jarl  a*  ynur  rluhtn.  Wo  '.  nii.:ht  rhr 
S<-iiutt>r  Infill  kentu''ky  a.tk.  \v|i:ii  vi".ild  you  Ttilnk  i-t  •■i'*h 
a  projifoition.  if  tbf  ea-i*  won*  r«'Vt.r.-i-d*  Tb'-ri-  \s  \\>l  i 
SnitliiTU  man  who  will  not  d)i>in  bis  iri'-k*  l».-f.ir.-  b-  w  n'i 
snrn-iidi'r  to  n  pro|hiHili->u  itt  iiiouliifj  (•■  the  S'Ufti  h«  t'M 
rh«*  !*ubj»--'t  of  t!ie  jriant  of  l.iiil-  w.i-i  a  pi>'p"r  maitrr  for  '  inanifesily  in  to  tbt«  North.  I  kni«w  \>  u  w.  iiM  n-'i.  ur..l  I 
the  nm-idiiraii-.m  of  thi-  iiii\i.'nlii'Ti  ol  tin*  ti-rrit'-ry.  Not  i  j:i\i'younll  li  >nor  P»r  it,  lM-"ati^  in  that,  if  in  ii>>rliin.c  »lai, 
fco".   It  il-  a  matf-r  i^f  •i.:r"iiii<-iif.  pr>p-i>i'i  iii.  in  i'-|ita!ii'«':  _  (Jt.l  knows  I  sym|--.-«thii:i*  wiHi  ti-n:  _\ou  ar«»  rijht  in  it 

"Tbi'  pr<*p"i'ii'n  imw  ii||iri>»|  ii  the  |rfO)il,>  ..f  K:«ii«qi|  !• 
till-' :  '  Vou  »>ha!l  lia\e  p<ix  iiiiUion  in  i-i-n  ot  Ian  \.  ani  li:im^ 


but  tlie  cou.^tituli  >u  !-<  a  diiT-r-;iil  tiling  ;  that  i-i  a  finality  j 
nip'aily. 

Mr.  Wmiv.     r  d>   not  denv  tliat.    Tint  U  ju-t  fxiu'tly 
what  wi-  -li  I  .'i.T"'.     Wi.'  ajn'i-l  th«t  it  w.m  a  projio-rd  ■■'■m-  i 
I  .I'-l.  aii'l   lh.it  if  till'    iir-p  i-itii'!i   oil   our  jKirf   sli-mld  In-' 
a-'i'i-]-t>.'d  l>v  thi>  or,:ani/'iM>"i  of  a  -r  »•••  i;ovrtiiin-n'  niidiT  ■ 
it,  it  rtiiiild  }»{.•  vi-rv  Hi'li.  and   l!i -ir  ailiiiii    iiinici    it   wouM 
►h'«w  tli«'ir  Mz«"«"«'!ii'iit  t'  oiir  j'l".  ;■  •-■•■l   o.titiart.     Tint  i< 
%.hat  Wi«  nzrii-<l  f'   i-i  >■  •umiMi—.  .-iiid  it  j.  a  xonn  1   i-riiH'l-  , 
yib-  of  b-.M':  an  I  till-  i!.-i  <  f  r"j-ulii'iii;:  \'  l«  ii'l  t\vci.t\-f'ur 
liourM  oil.    'I  lilt  i«i  I..  V.    wi'  a.:r---«l;  and  y-d  the  ."'■iiat'-r 
fr">m  Vir.:iii:.(  ri- •.■.  h«-i'.  and.  t  >  :'j.<.''-'i-:--  f -r  !lii-«  ini— h:«,'«'ii  , 
pro.|u<*tl  m  of  t!u'  riiMir-it'i'-*  or'  .■■■nf.Ti'ini'.  i:i:ikc.<  it  nil  to 
turn  oil   tbf  irtcfrliiintv  ol  wIliIht  tbi»  jk-ij.Ih  of  Kansas 
—  .uii.l  Hi'ipt  tbi-  p  "jM-i'i'ii.     1  ini;;lil  a-k   tliat  Seiiat-r.  | 


Ian  1.  -iTVl  >i:im^ 
diat"  :iilinii>-<iiin  into  th»  rni*ii,  if  \on  vii)  tiik-^lif' rr; 
but  if  >ou  pnfiT  n  t'i-«'i"  ^tal>s\iin  "ball  l*-  r.'^iiihl.-.l :  *  ■« 
fbull  U*  tUMlt-d  an  ont.^idi:  l>iirl  iriiinK.  nnw«.riby  t-  l« 
members  <°-t  tbi-  I'liii.ti  tor  nn  iiiiirb:iili>  b>n..;ib<ii  fif-i- to 
r«inii-.'  It  i'i  nii<lciii:ildf:  it  •"'and-. 'iiit  -.iro-^  |-a:ptt  !••  ii(«-a 
till*  fa-"' of  ynur  re.-.-rd.  jiiid  «-aiini't  I-' di-;:iii»»i|.  li  r-.j.rrt'il 
n  ^r-i  ■■■1  .Ival  ■::'  a— ur.k'i  •'.  a  ;:"i  I  dnal  «  f  iffn-iitin  ;■■  «••  ..ic 
ill  a  i>i<-]i<i-'i'.ioii  lik<'  IliiM;  but  ^i»i  kio'W  tin-  n'j'fi  i.i.  tc  »*<:■-!• 
you  Wire  a-MieH-iij^  it  u-t  w.ll  to  ft-ar  Ih-  i--'ii-t-,ii"i:ii*^ 
Vi'ii  -uy  by  I  hi-!  pr.-j.-  Mti'-n.  il  t'<'nin>i  aiioiii-i  i*.  •  (*.  m..  m, 
y»*  |t«,'ii|.;i'  of  Ivai.KiH:  bi-i-  aie  inilli'-n-'ifaTerf  of  l>ti:<l :  l.-rv.  is 
i<iime<li»ti>a  liiil<«Ni<>ii  if,\i<u  pr^-f-r  flnt<  r>  ;  bui  it."ii  the-  :k«T 
baiiil,  y«>u  pr':f»r  lil>^rty.  ymi  nre  unHnrtbv  rf  ainno!>i-  n. 


V  uiy  uiIkt  wIio  bii.-'  iiu  1  afi}  lhi:i;^  to  d-.>  with  this  subjeit,  ,  yvu  are  uol  numerous  enough  tu  be  admitted.'    vu\  alav 
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r.ftriha  pvpun  ot  dM  admlMloa  of  »  UitHoi  f  tm  •] 
,  !•  vrrth  mora  than  Woilgr  tnm  bmd.  That  »  th* 
d  proporttioo  irbidi  joo  faaT«  brought  hers  Ibr  the  oon- 
Mwn  of  Northvm  men,  and  I  pemiTo  that  yon  will 
Mortbem  mon  who  wQl  go  with  jon  treo  for  thla.  Tou 
havo  them,  and  you  know  yon  woald;  becaiue  rou 
'  Toa  oonld  not  make  a  propodtlon,  bowrrer  flital  to 
i^lti,  however  flUal  to  the  honor  of  the  North,  without 
ig  here  men  who  woold  etoop  to  St.  When  I  eootrant 
dgk  ehiTalrle  honor  of  the  Booth  in  thie  partknhur  with 
forth,  I  Bometimee  with  to  ebaoRe  plaewt  with  them. 
it  a  proportion  oflEwlng  a  premium  to  flAvery,  and  Im- 
ftto  admiMtlon  without  laqiUry  ae  to  the  numbmv,  if  the 
•  of  Kanaaa  will  come  here  as  a  slave  state;  but  if  they 
a  on  the  side  of  freedom,  they  are  to  be  indefinitely 
oaed  until  a  census  shall  be  taken  at  the  will  of  a 
m  and  beeotted  Exemtive.  That  is  the  propoeition 
4  to  the  hl^h-mlnded  piK^le  of  that  section  from  whidi 
w.  They  wlU  spnm  it,  though  I  perceive  that  some  of 
rspreeentatives  are  about  to  take  it.  *  *  * 
fov,  rir,  I  am  not  so  much  of  an  enemy  to  the  people 
e  South  as  they  suppoes.  I  think  thoy  will  never  piln 
ling  bj  such  a  proposition  as  this.  It  is  not  benauM  I 
»e  tb^  will,  that  I  manlftet  this  seal  against  it;  but 
isa.  like  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  know  that  the 
r«  the  permanency,  the  true  glory  of  our  institutions, 
ha  built  upon  the  solid  foundations  of  eternal  rlnht 
lostioe;  and  this  trickery,  these  frsnds,  although  tlier 
serve  tlie  purpose  of  a  party  Ibr  a  dav.  are  fraugnt  with 
sr  to  the  whole  eoounttnity,  and  will  finally  result  in 
Utms  oonsequeneee,  even  to  those  tar  whose  benefit  they 
to  be  perpetrated. 

at  I  have  saU  that  it  was  no  pert  of  my  purpose  to 

a  the  Senate.    I  have  very  foelily  expressed  the  feeling* 

I  entertain  in  regard  to  this  proposition.    I  do  not  m- 

yon  can  seduce  the  noUe-minded  people  of  Kansas, 

have  withstood  sU  your  pereerotions  so  long,  to  suo- 

to  such  a  scheme  as  tills.    You  have  exereised  the 

t  powers  of  your  government;  you  have  invoked  your 

i^and  let  them  loose  upon  the  defencelow  people  thf  re; 

are  inflicted  upon  them  hsnlship,  and  pumued  them 

%  rrientlcas  pnrtecutiou  tliat  1  imve  n4>v«>r  known  bi^ 

ad  hardly  ever  reaJ  <^  in  bistnry :  end  yot  they  stand 

quered  and  unconi{anrabIe.    It  only  remains  to  deter- 

rbetber  appliances  to  their  cupidity,  arts  nf  deovption, 

vk  out  a  fnll  fbr  a  people  who  bnve  Si>  nobly  withstood 

ar  force.    I  know  well  yun  ran  not  force  them  to  it. 

'nielligHnoe  is  great,  and  i  think  thny  will  be  capable 

ng  tbrou^rh  this  nefiirious  net,  which  Is  (■alcnlHted  to 

Jkem,  to  dL*gnvle  thitm.  to  a  cnnd{tl(»n  of  servitude.    I 

briieve  yon  will  cfTecC  it.    I  ba%-e  a  better  opinion  of 

loble  spirits.    I  think  the  controversy  will  rreult  in 

KWt  ignominious  defeat  bcf  >r(t  tlie  people  of  Kansas. 

ly  danser  I  apprehend  is  fr«im  the  srrangMmt>nt  of 

lame  by  which  you  put  the  whole  powt-r  of  ci>ntrolling 

eMon  into  the  lutmls  of  a  corrupt  Exei-utlve.    The 

are  ag8lnf<t  you  in  overwhi*lmin{;  numbers.    The 

abt  is,  whether  the  executive  ofllrrrs  will  count  their 

IgSit    I  am  willing  to  venture  that  people,  with  all 

1  in  weaving  nets  for  their  def^t ruction  that  yon  can 

provided  at  last  you  lesve  them  to   be  counted 

If  to  their  numbers,  and  make  fair,  and  not  John 

If  returns. 

President,  I  have  no  fesrs  for  the  rmult  of  this  mea* 
1m  noble-hearted,  brave,  an'i  liherty-Iovloic  people  of 
will  spurn  the  Infiunous  pmfHvaition,  as  the  Saviour 
"orid  did  one  in  all  respects  similar  in  principle,  and 
ag  from  a  like  souroe.** 

of  Hon.  RoiiKRT  J.  Walkee,  Iste  Qovernor  of  Kansas. 

Washiufcton  City,  April  27th.  1858. 

Irs : — Your  l^ter  of  thi«  dsfcn  has  Jnst  been  received, 

sten  to  say.  tbnt.  In  my  Jnit;cnient,  the  conference 

ill  sliould  Ini  Hd<M>tHd.    I  exprvssed  this  opinion  on 

ling  the  bill. on  :!^aturday  Inst,  sn*!  must  ailhere  to 

gh.  if  the  bill  ha^l  been,  iis  falA>ly  represented,  a 

Ml  of  the  onlinanc«>  only.  I  sliould  have  sternly  op- 

This  bill,  as  inf^rprcjUxl  6y  m^.  is  in  prct'ise  con- 

ith  my  views  and  roursM'.  not  only  in  Kannis.  but 

return,  ami.  in  f  >llowin};  tbi;  pnlli  whifre  duty  and 

I  b«ide  me,  I  inu«t  Hupport  It.    I  nin'<t  be  permitted, 

to  do  this  in  such  a  way  a«  wi'l  m-t  no  rensnre  on 

ends,  who  honestly  oppose  this  bill,  becauw  thf  ir 

on  of  it  liifTuni  finora  my  own.     Whilst  this  Mil 

d  my  view4  as  to  (lopulHr  vorereltrnty.  it  would. 

.  save  the  Union  from  imminent  pi>ril.    If  tho  Mil 

9  odious  iiacompton  r(«nstitutioii.  lK>rn  in  fraud, 

»!  In  fonrery  and  perjury,  will  Iw  def'^HtHi  by  sn 

ling  vote  of  thi*  people  of  Ksn-cis.  thnii  d*^mon- 

r  practical  msults  the  truth  of  my  Interpretation, 

Mil  does  in  fort  sutmiit  the  roiifitituti<vn  to  the 

iffrsge.  for  mtfflration  or  r*^rri\un.  which  Is  all  I 

required.    With  Buvh  a  bill,  and  such  a  deci!«lon 

)ph^  under  it,  no  formidahlo  eflbrt  will  ever  be 


■gain  mads  to  withhold  from  fhoptople  of  Indaoata  statoo  • 
vote  Ibr  or  against  the  ratification  or  ration  of  their  stato 
constitution,  and  the  oligarchive  doctrine  ot  ooanentfoMil 
sovereign^  will  be  abendoned.  I  write  in  great  hsste,  and 
will,  at  a  future  period,  imbody  my  views  fully  in  a  letttr 
for  publication,  as  ezpreswd  in  our  recent  oonversatlon. 

Yours,  truly, 

K.  J.Walue. 
Hon.  S.  S.  Oox  and  Hon.  Wm.  Lawkxxcx. 

Letter  of  Hon.  Williax  L.  Yaiickt. 

Montgomery  county,  Alabama,  May  24th,  1858. 

Neither  am  I  in  fkvor  of  making  np  an  issue  of  ooiMlem- 
nation  of  our  representatives  in  Oongreas  on  account  of  thiilr 
support  of  **  the  conference  Mil.**  Such  an  issue  would  at 
once  divide  and  distract  that  noble  band  of  Southern  Ki^hti 
men,  who  believe  in  secession,  and  have  ever  been  ready  to 
exercise  it — upon  whom  tho  South  can  alone  rely  in  ner 
greatest  need— who  though  not  perhaps  a  majority,  yet  by 
their  earnest  action — by  their  Intellectual  ascendancy — their 
known  politiral  proMty — the  foiniess  and  intensity  of  their 
faith  have,  since  1H61,  succeeded  in  glvini;  directk>n  and 
control  to  pubUe  opinkm  at  the  South.  .Many  of  the  choicest 
spirits  of  that  class  of  Southern  men  are  now  in  Congrea% 
having  voted  for  that  confiprence  bill,  under  a  sincere  mis- 
apprehenrion,  in  my  opiulon,  as  to  tho  true  design  and  clu^ 
racter  of  that  measure.  I  would  deeply  deplore  making  an 
issue  with  such  men— an  issue  which,  wliatever  might  ba 
the  mere  personal  result,  could  not  but  inflict  a  deep  and 
lasting  wound  on  the  cause  of  the  South.  The  only  set  of 
men  in  our  mid^t  who  are  now  lending  their  energies  to 
produce  such  an  issue,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  Union-loving 
fogies,  who  expect  to  rise  upon  the  ruins  resulting  fh>m  a 
quarrel  among  the  States  Rights  men. 

But  I  am  for  a  free  discussion  of  the  merits  of  that  mea- 
sure. I  am  for  a  ilaily  rcekoning  of  the  pusition  of  tho  South. 
I  think  it  prudent  to  know  our  latituile  and  lonjritade,  daily 
—to  heave  the  lead  hourly,  to  ascertain  our  sou ndinKi^— Hind 
if  the  ship  of  state  has  lioen  wrongly  directed,  she  should  bo 
put  upon  the  right  track  at  once.  In  this  view  I  caudidly 
My  that  in  my  opinion,  Quitman  and  Ilouham  were  right 
in  voting  against  that  '*  conference  bill." 

By  the  treaty  with  France,  bv  which  the  United  States 
acquired  the  territory  of  which  Kanxa^  is  a  part,  the  govern- 
ment guarantivd  in  the  3d  article  that  "  Uic  inhabitants  of 
tho  ceded  territory  shall  bo  incurp^jrated  in  the  Union  of  tho 
UnitiHl  States,  and  admitted  as  mnn  tv  possible,  according 
to  the  principlcit  of  the  Federal  Ci>nstltutl<'n,"  Ac. 

By  the  Kansas  act,  19th  section,  it  was  prnviiled  that  a 
tem|iorary  territorial  government  should  be  erected — **  and 
wlien  admittei]  as  a  state  or  states,  tho  said  tcrrlt^iry.  or  an^ 
portion  of  thi*  same,  shall  be  recelve«I  iut4)  thi!  Union,  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  their  conntitutiou  miiy  pn'scrilie  at 
the  time  of  their  admission.**  Thi*  Z'M  soctiou  pnivlded  that 
the  people  thereof  shall  be  loft  *'  perf<Ttly  frtw  to  form  and 
regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way — sulh 
Ject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unltwl  States." 

The  National  IV'mocratlc  Ciiirlniiati  C>nvuntion  of  .Tune, 
1956,  **  Resolved,  That  we  recognite  the  rizht  of  the  pi'ople 
of  all  the  territories,  indudin;;  Kansat  and  .N'ebnuika.  acting 
through  the  legally  and  folrly  expressetl  will  of  a  minority 
of  actual  revidents.  and  whenever  the  nimi)N>rof  their  in- 
haMtants  justifies  it,  to  form  a  constltutiim  with  or  without 
slavery,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  u^kju  terms  of  pei^ 
feet  e<{uality  with  tho  other  states." 

The  1st  clause,  Kectl<^n  3d,  article  4th,  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution prescribes  that  **  now  states  may  be  admitted  by 
Conf;rv»is  into  this  Union.** 

These,  I  believe,  are  all  the  rules  whi'>h  a  Demfrrnt  would 
Ic^k  to  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  this  question;  and  it 
se«ms  to  me  clear  that  when  construed  together,  he  must 
come  to  the  concluslon./nrf,  that  by  treaty  the  inbabitanta 
of  Kansas  have  a  riV/A/  to  be  admilte>i  into  the  Union  "as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prlncipltni  of  the  F*^enil 
Constitution.'*  and  therefore  that  Ciuf^n'tt  Iiah  bound  Itself 
to  exercise  its  general  constltutionni  disretion  h*  to  ad- 
mitting new  states,  in  favor  of  an  a<ln)is>i<in  of  Kansan. 

tStiond.  that  the  Knn«as  act  has  tninr<fi>rro4l  to  the  |»eopIo 
of  Kansas  the  ri;;ht  *■  to  form  and  n-fcnL-it"  ttwir  d  imestic 
institutions  in  thnir  own  way,  subj>t*t  t^nly  to  the  C-i>nstita- 
tion  of  the  Unlte«l  States."  and  to  In*  Hdiiiitt«'d  as  a  riate. 

Thinl,  that  the  National  Denvi'mtii-  0>nvi<ntii>n  baa 
explIHily  reriipnl^'d  thi»«  riffht  toad'iii<siiiii  — Tlie  iVniiicracy 
and  the  opiKwition  iMiih  oiueedi^d  the  <(uef*tIon  as  to  niim- 
Wrs— theonty  Isyuei  Win:;  were  Nt.  n*i  to  whetluT  the  L^ 
comptim  Oini'tllutlon  express***!  the  will  of  the  fieiple— and 
*2d.  as  to  the  ailinis-iou  ««f  a  slave  state  in  any  event. 

The  iK'UKM-nicv  frstntMla  bill  in  the  Senati*.  to  admit  Kan- 
srts.  It  pa^'ed  th.it  ImnIv.  and  was  defi'att-ft  in  the  IIouko  by 
acomMnation  of  illsek'RApubliCHUS.  of  Douglas  I)eim<craSi 
and  n  few  S'Uth  Americans. 

TliA  K'tn'-art  Confenoire  bill  was  then  subniltteJ  and 
passed.  The  Democracy,  comMued  with  a  few  South  Amo» 
rieauo,  and  a  portion  of  the  Dunglaa-Democrats,  carried  It 
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**  sir,  thla  oropoidtion  mtdii  upon  its  fue  u  though  it  wu 
•  premium  for  Totet.  Ars  the  people  to  vote  dire^y  upon 
ttie  coiutltatku  under  which  they  lire ?  Not  by  any  means ; 
hut  they  are  to  vote  upon  a  grant  uf  land ;  they  are  to  rote 
whether  they  will  aooept  a  gift  fVom  the  government  of  five 
or  six  million  acres  of  land;  and  if  tliey  dc*cide  to  take  the 
land,  that  decision  is  to  d raj;  after  it  the  Lccompton  conMtl- 


if  that  natter  lahor«d  In  jonr  mind,  bow  In  lb* 


great  difAcully  wliich  most  interrupt  tlie  whole  pn)ee«din|% 
and  lead  you  to  surrender  ail  you  liad  don«,  and  art  up  ■ 
scheme  entirety  newT    You  did  nut  apprehend  an/  i 


IVr 

ll.-IVt 


tntion,  tliat  they  have  repudiate<l  over  and  ovor  again.  Was  thing,  as  ynu  went  on  with  your  Lecompbin  Mil.  Tm  S(» 
•rer  any  such  thing  as  this  roucort«d  by  a  stntiMman,  fijr 
the  action  of  tho  people/  Is  a  land  grant  the  principal 
thing  in  framing  a  slato  oon.Ktitutii>u?  Sir.  It  xcoms  to  be  a 
bid  of  land  fSir  lilierty,  a  brilM  h^ld  out.  *  Will  ynu.  people 
of  Kansas,  surrender  your  liliurtii'S  fur  land?'  That  Ih  the 
question ;  it  cannot  lie  di.«Kui!<iHl.  I  impugn  direi'Uy  the 
motives  of  no  man,  but  I  state  what  tho  efTi.'ct  of  this  action 
will  be.  How  will  it  Hp)>e.ir  tu  the  worhl,  Niy  wliat  you  will 
about  it  f  If  the  iKKiplu  will  vote  theumulvus  so  much  land, 
then  they  surrender  tlu'iu'<t;lve'<  to  a  sLt^e  cunsitltutlun, 
which  you  and  I  know  thi>y  linve  ropadiated  over  and  over 
again.  It  1m  not  compet<>iit  fir  mn  to  state  the  mutivetf 
which  have  pronipteti  to  8ii>-li  a<-tii>u  iih  this;  but  you  vot(> 
fin' the  incident  and  the  priiiiMplo  in  to  fillow.  Ilow  alh»urd 
and  inooni>eqocntijil !  Wliy.  Mr.  PreKi{i*fnt,  if  I  should 
make  Just  suoh  a  pro|)o>iti(in  iis  that,  to  obtain  your  vote 
upon  a  privat*)  bill,  and  it  sh  .<iiM  coin<<  out  to  the  world  that 
I  had  done  It.  T  pn'Riniii*  evj-ry  juht-iniudHl  Senator  hore 
would  vote  promptly  to  i-x|v>I  iiie  from  Uie  body,  as  un- 
worthy of  a  M«nl  lit  it.  Thrt  olTiT  is:  '  S")  iiiUL-h  lau«l  If  voii 
▼otii  f)r  thi<*  roTisMtutioti:  if  vmi  vote  u,{aiiii«t  It,  you  ^huU 
haTO  neither  land  n'^r  niiyihiiu  oIm*.* 

"Mr.  Predilent,  I  ri'CulJH't  »^'M  lli.it  ia  the  course  of  pome 
olMi^rv.ntLiiis  which   T   ni.ndn    m-t   lun;;  n;:o,  you,  sir  [Mr. 


Bi(rg<  in  the  chair]  put  tli*'  question  to  n)i<:  SupiM^ne  aM.'ive 
coustituli'in  Wen-  jireskMiteil  t.>(?:iti^n»ss,  wimid  I  vote  for  it? 
I  rucolloet  wl-II  the  answHr  I  lu  i<iu  Vt  you,  and  your  appa- 
rent surpriKo  at  the  alisurlity  of  thf  aii^witr.  Vet  I  find  the 
PresMent  of  thli<  Ixhly  fct-d.-iy  n.'<^UIllin^  uiy  )y>siliou,  and 
Totlng  f«»r  tho  Nimo  projK»>.ifi'in.  only  n'vemujt  its  appliea- 
tion.  I  would  not  TOttt  f>>r  the  adiuiH^lon  of  a  ^lare  euri«ti- 
tutlon;  nor  will  you  v<.t«<  for  a  frw-  imf.  I  do  not  cfimplain 
of  yon;  I  ciinnot  omplain  i»f  yui,  Ix-^-auM?  1  t^'upy  abmit 
the  SiiuiH  Kroun<l  that  you  will  do  an  hour  h^m'e.  when  the 
Tote  Is  tak'Mi,  exc<'pt  that  pnictisMlIy  our  pof<itioort  aiv 
rcviTstnl  iu  the  ap|)liciitlim  of  thfoi.  Vou  iviuie  froiu  a  sKnve 
state,  snii  I  frr>ni  a  free  ^Lttl•.  The  country  Hill  underMtaud 
the  po»ition:<  we  nil  rK'cu|>3'  on  this  subjecl.  and  I  do  nut  enre 
how  soon  th«*v  are  noderi*to<Hl  by  all. 

'*  .Mr.  President.  It  Iiiik  Imm-u  Hiusht  to  break  the  foree  of 
tlie  objei'tionx  to  thl<  sirhi'iue  by  }<:i)lii:r  tli.tt  there  wa^  un- 
ftTtjiiiity  nUiut  th<'  pi'uple  <if  Knus.'ix  :»<\'iptiM;;  th-  irnuit 

pni|w*'ii  ill  viMir  ori^ii.'d  bill,  'lliis  is  a  hiruMZi-  HyMili».:y,  j  Tlu'V  havf  ni:tdi'  it  Vf^  p-tlpably  pl.iin  ft>r  me  l>  psiimI  bf-r* 
and  it  eoineN  ;it  a  slninp'  ,in>l  .in  uni'>rtuii.-ile  tiino.  S^ir,  <io  |  Ion.;  in  L-laboratin^  this  [Kiiiit.  ilcrt'  stniids  out  t*>f  .n*  :lw 
}ou  not  know  th:tt  thi-  s'lhji  rt  w.is  ni'i->ti-I  in  tht' ('oumiisti.t.-  |  wh..l<-  wurld  tii"  ni-ist  tflnrhn;  injii>ii<'>-.  the  ni>«r   {■.  l.-i1e 


ator  fntm  Virginia  never  suggested  then  that  there 
any  trouble  about  tlie  laud  granta  that  were  proTlled  te 
in  that  bill.  Vuu  voted  it  tbrungh  thU  Ixkly.  It  laa  if 
Kmooth  as  oil.  \o  man  said  there  was  any  difllrolly  ab(i«l 
that,  nor  could  it  l>e  said;  because  so  &r  as  thv  ordlnao<* 
w:ii>  cuncvrued.  and  the  land  grant  was  invidved,  tha  MB 
stoinl  on  exactly  the  same  principles  as  every  nthvr  lenfl^ 
rial  bill,  anil  gninte'l  no  moreu  no  leMU  ^^  hy.  then,  seek  la 
(■over  up  this  enormity  under  k)  plain  a  propoaiti'in  as  thatt 
Sir,  the  peo]>le  will  unden>tand  It,  whether  gk>ntl<*men  hm 
will  understand  liornnt.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  brita. 
It  i^  not  ex|K>cted  that  the  uuw>pbistlcat«fd  peoples  throdfh 
till'  whi.le  wildi'rneM  of  Kauims,  will  be  aide,  lik^  lawyer^ 
to  fean  cluSi-ly  aii«i  uuderMtand  nritii«lly,  the  impurt  cf  this 
tyrant.  I  will  not  say  tltat  the  Esct  that  It  was  kn^wn  they 
would  not  nnden-tand  it«  constituted  tlia  rvaimii  why  a  qm^ 
tion  so  Nimpie  n*  the  adoption  or  the  rejectiou  of  the  l/wnn^ 
ton  conMtitutiou  if  made  to  turn  on  the  fket  whether  the 
{ktople  will  ucivpt  a  dnnaiion  of  lands ;  hat  it  l*)vks  Tsry 
much  like  it.  It  would  1«  out  of  urder  tat  u»  U*  say  it  was 
K>  Intendi-ni :  but  tliat  will  be  its  eflScct. 

*■  Well,  Hir,  that  In  the  nature  of  the  piopositlna.  I  ha«i 
r.\\il  it  is  liumi  iating  to  the  fai;ch-uindod  Simth.  becaa«elt  is 
a  total  ."un-i'nder  of  the  poicithHi  U|ion  which  they  plaatfl^ 
thenirelven.  and  sworv  in  their  ouncils  Ihey  wtiuUl  rtake 
tlieir  Institutions.  You  have  given  it  up:  yoa  haT<>  purnra- 
di*rfd  l^i:ompton,  in  tld.<i  uiiMTable  wajy  to  be  sun*,  into  Ibe 
haoils  of  tbc  people  of  KanMi«,  tn  r^^*l  it  if  thry  p:e.-ise, 
iind  at  1  tru.-t  in  Goil  tbey  will.  Tlierrtn.  sir.  you  lie  in  the 
du>t.  Smthern  chivalry  U  here  in  the^e  hulln.  l-enrlng 
nu'n  to  vot«'  for  a  miserable  propiMtion,  well  iTtlrulaltd  to 
niii(|i;!id  the  people.  I  am  sorry  t>T  iL  I  hsrv  respiCtrd 
thi-ir  hi):hmhif|i'dness.  I  have  always  bofvd  fak<r»4'iforethal 
they  Wore  sUiVr  oini>enting  to  arranic^un-nts  that  ei.>a'd  not 
stand  uui  in  open  d^y.  I  do  nut  Niv  lliat  an>thln/  Hid«ti'r 
ix  intended  in  this  prop<^sitiijU,  but  I  know  It  \*  wi-li  rahrti* 
latol  in  Itmdf  to  de(.t>ive  tlie  )>e«iple,  and  thun*fiir»  1  prtv 
n4)unc(>  it  huuiliathig  to  the  Smth.  I  my,  furlh«r.  it  Is 
uojnst,  if  not  an  o|K;n  insult,  to  the  North,  Why  ?  1  ran 
tell  you  nothing  new,  after  tile  pru|i^Nltion  has  l»-«n  so  ably 
linndlel  by  the  honorable  Senator  fn>ai  Kentuc<cy  ami  ths 
honi'mblc  r<>>n.ilor  frttui  Vtrmimt.  whi>  liM\'e  )>ri"t«lH>l 


on  TiTritMr|.-H.  iiml  It  whs  s.iil  that  no  kind  of  'iliji'iiif.n 
c<.iuM  tiri"M.'  fn-ni  any  Nurh  Ihin^;  tlnil  wn  hnd  a  ri-.;lil  tn 
modify  the  ordinance.  an<l  in.ik''  wlj-it  i:niiit  ni'  l.ind  n^i' 
pleiixi'd  to  the  li'iri  lory:  unl  irili..y  r"JL'<t<-l  tlu'i'oustitnti  -n 
«in  aci'onnt  of  onr  not  i:lvin.;  (Ii'-m  as  unnh  as  thi'V  lhi>U::ht 
Ihrty  w-'n.«  cntitltvl  to.  lh<*}  w<iiili  noi  Ik-  h  ^t:lie:  but  if  iliey 
aivvptetl  thv  «v>nr:titiiti<tn  by  •ir.::iiij/.i!n;  under  it.  nulji'i't  to 
the  provi^iiin  we  h.i<l  nmib-.  tint  w;i<)  nn  fml  of  it?  lirtw 
h;ipiHMis  it  now  tint  yen  ni.ikf  thi-(wh<iii>  ojntroViT^y  turn, 
as  it  weri".  i>n  the  iinfi-rtainty  whi'tlnT  thu  |»e«i|il»'  will 
avi'pt  a  it'inntlon  j*ni'h  jm  vnu  luive  in;i-le  to  evi-ry  ofliT 
s»at«'?  Wliy.  in  the  n-uUi-  of  Ibvivi-n.  l-  it  n<iw  par.i<I«'<l  ln-ri- 
as  the  Jniijn  n-asni  wliv  yi.n  h.tvr  p-TorM"-!  ymir  ju-il'in.' 

.Mr.  <ii;i.."N.  Til'*  Cononill*'"  on 'ri.rril.»nc>i  ni-v.-r  il. '  say 
that  it  was  ih«  riiibt  «>f  tin*  ■oinnjirtii'  nr  of  i'lirif^r-'-.N  t  lie- 
tat**  tlnMi'rniM  niKin  wlij.litl,  ■  st.it"*  sM-inM  In-  inl  i;'  ■ -il. 
Tlii\V  b;iv»'  »il«;iv-  rliim,- 1  Wmt :  but  i«n  the  tiUcM  i  if 
contr«"t  on  tbi*  snl>ji-'l  -tf  lui'l-:.  it  w.i-  nn'ter  or.un-i.i  ■  t. 
Th««  fnrniill  «n  aii<l  ;il'pti  'ii  t,f  a  ri>ii>tiinii<in,  th'>  r-  lir.ijt- 
tr»"  hi'l'l.  was  a  ii'ii'^iti  iii  \vi?h  which  tlu-  .'i-:i«ti"  and  llou-w* 
(f  R«pri'*<'nritiiis  h:id  U'tbio^li  iIk  an  I  that  has  ln'.-n 
till'  p.'Int  all  till-  tirn«'.  I  tliink.  tli-pTm'.  thy  Sfuatir  diN'-* 
inju^tii-e  ti>  till'  inmuiitti'i'  wln-u  |..'  '.lys  ihi?  tlmy  tlr>ni;lit 
111*'  j*ubji'.-t  t'f  til.'  trrant  i,:'  l,inl>  wiij  a  pi..pc-r  matter  tor 


wiiin^:  an  I  i.o  nnin  Ann-  faft*  iii»»  d'»wn  h-Tiv  niA  -.i,^  :i -it 
ym  pj.ii-,.  fhtwry  and  liN-rtv  upm  kijuiil  f-ui:  '  iti ':■.•  l-y 
tbh  niivi-urv.  V«»u  t.ilk  ol  tin-  finnlity  of  il---  •i.-»i.-. 
Why.  sir,  \ua  .ire  trurnplin;;  the  iVh-  •i:iti«--  int"  tli-  lu-t. 
and  olTerlun  briK'S  to  i»l.iv.-ry.  It  hiII  iii«i  iln  V,  •!  :li.-'- w» 
undi.-r.-tnnl  it  or  n<*t.  l}>nl  kir>ws  tli"  fH<«iplu  t>f  ih>;  L  tii'i^ 
Statr*.  Ibe  li>in^'=t  pi"ip;„.  will  un>li'r>'.tnd  it. 


I  b.i 


» I' 


r.n-l  1  still  say.  that  tbiw  pr<»|<.''-.ti''n  N  fv 


•:riiii'I\  ii.,:ii-ir  to  the  North,  and.  1  think,  an  <  !»•  u  intuit. 
Will  nii^i.;  :h»  S<>nator  fn>ni  Kentucky  a«ik,  «bat  »••».>! 
till-  .'>-'  >tith  think  of  a  prop(ii>iti-in  like  tbi^  on  the  oth«T  oIik! 
:  \.t,\o  trio  ;;<M  d  an  opuiion  of  v<iu  l>t  U'lit^vi*  tb-tt  >•  u  «r'>i!  i 
U'ar  it  as  mei-kly  a'>  w.«  sbail.  1  l>e!it*ve  tlial  y<u  «  nil 
conduct  yonr»:hv«.  In  nfen-m-e  t«»  Mirh  a  nefiiri>  w-  fr^'p  "* 
tion.  in  a  manner  niore  fi:Mubt  with  honor  t't  }>ur  ••.■■  :K>n 
than  I  Var  we  8h:«ll.  I  wi-b  to  tind  Wf  bail  oiru  a*  t-irl.i-* 
to  <tand  up  ft  r  Mil'  richi.  a>  yi>u  h.t^«*  to  iiijin>l  up  f<>r  tiie 
wronc  I  h  >noi  yuu  fur  lli--  nKUiiii'r  in  v)iif4\  y<>n  '«i)t:i-i  up 
t'.»  what  you  -ay  yon  r»'.'arl  a-*  vour  rltflnn.  W.«"l  nii.:ht  Th* 
.^^'nator  fnjut  k<-ntu<-ky  atk.  \\li.il  wi-ulil  \\u  ttdnk  •  f  •m-h 
a  prn|"i>itiini.  if  IbiM-a^e  wtii«  ri'Vi-r-i-lJ  Tb'-ri'  ii»  n-t  a 
.SiutlMTu  man  who  will  imt  dU  In  hi'*  trark-:  Itcfitr'  b**  w  n't 
snrn-iub>r  to  a  pr>>i»>i]<iii  m  mi  iiiMiltir-/  lii  ibf  S'Mitb  a*  t)  is 
manifi'Sllv  is  to  (be  N><rth.     I   kn<>w  \iu  «•  uM  ni>t.  ;tii>l  I 


the  coiifi'liTati-in  of  thi.-  i- nvctiii-in  oj  tli«;  ti-rrit'-ry.     Nut  |  tri^ryim  all  bm'ir  Pt  it    iMN-.tiii.,*  in  tlmt.  if  in  iii>:|iiii^  «!*•, 
n»;   it  if  a  inatt'r  i^f  a^^ji- in- or.  pr>p"i'iin.  hn-  iitaiife; 
but  the  oxiistitu'.i  111  ii  a  dliT-T-'iit  iliiii;: :  tlmt  i«(  a  liuulity 
filr«»!idy. 

^Ir.  W\i»*',.  T  d  I  not  iliMiv  that.  Tint  N  Jiit  exai'tly 
what  «»''li'l  a.'l'"'.  Wi«  ajn-'-?  IhiJ  it.  wri"  a  pi-"|»'--<'d  ••■•m- 
j-a'"t.  iin-l  that  if  tln'  jirp  >*iti>'n  nn  -niv  part  sli-mlil  lie 
.ao't'i.-toil  by  thi'  nrimi/atii'i  *•{  .-i  »lar»- uov.-rnnn'nt  un'bT 
it.  it  Wiiuld  1m!  vrry  well.  -I'll  t!iiir  a-  (i'Uj  utiiIit  il  w-'uM 
»:ho\v  th'-ir  n^rf«'ijiciit  ti  "Mr  j.r  p  ■-.•.1  Ciiitraot.  'I  b  it  i" 
\.  hit  Wi-  Hin-d  !■.  J'l  i- vii- i-.lfi  ■•.  ani  if  i'  i  "•■mnl  |.jiiiii- 
pb'  of  |:iw:  ai-  I  till-  i  !i-i  ■  f  vi-pu-liaMn.;  i"  I-  n-'t  twiM.I_\-f"nr 
bourn  oil.  'lli.il  i"*  li--\v  IV"  a:.T-.-"<l ;  and  v 't  tb«'  .-•■nati.r 
fi.im  Vit.:iii:.i  ri-i'--t  lui:-  n-nl.  t  •  :-.ji'i''- 'i.v  f-r  ihi-t  ijii-.'<lia;'»'n 
proilu<*ti-.in  iif  t!i«*  ivrnifit'i  •■  o^  r.  iifi-rfni**'.  i!iaki'«  it  hII  to 
turn  on  tin"  u'linrtaititv  •■!  wh  tb<T  the  ii>"i|-|e  uf  Kun-ins 
wioi'id  a- r>'pt  tin-  p-'-i|i.'^i'inn.     I  ini;:lit  n-k   that  i^rn.ttir. 


(ti>il  kuowM  I  «yini<.-ithi/.i-  with  y'>n:  >i>u  ar>«  rijht  iu  ;; 

"Tbr  prop,  i.inn  now  olbr«-«l  li  tlu'  iw-kplo  ■  t  i\:tiivi«  H 
tbi":  '  Vou  sbail  h:ne  r>i.i  niilliun  h.ii><<f  l-in>l  airl  lMit*i(« 
diati>  iuiini*»lMn  into  th<>  I'ni-.ni.  if  xnu  >.i-l  t:ikiAl.iiiry: 
but  if  viiu  pj».'f'-i  K  iVi-i'  rt.'ite.  \iin  "hall  !••  e\'-,U'ii-i|.  \m4 
bhhil  Im>  trtMli.->l  :\i*  i<nl<'l-lf  barl  ariniH.  nnn>.rtbr  t-  t« 
mt-nilitTii  ot  llii"  I.  »ii>n  for  nn  indffniit.-  b'iit.>i)i  nt  tlt::.>  t.i 
rnno-.'  It  i«  uiiib-ni:il<|f:  It  Ht.-in-U  nut  '^rnio.  futlpi!  le  ii<a-<n 
till'  f-t'i"  «'f  ynur  ri'ionl.  and  eaiiiii-t  ^i-'oi-irnl-ed.  Il  r>  ^ 
n  ^"■■'1  tb-al  ■  I  a^'ULi'iv.  a  ::-ki.1  dcsii  i  f  -tli-i  tir\.  i-'  ' 
in<i  i'ri-p'»i'i<>n  liici'  tliix;  but  vnn  Kn<-w  th«-ii;,<t'fiu:  ti'  hI 
\ou  v»«-j«'  a-!ibei>-Mj:;  if  t«»>  w.  H  tn  li-ir  thi-  »i-n-<-«4iivii. ,•*. 
Voii  !-.iy  by  f!ii«.-  prf|i"stti<in.  if  ''"lun-.i*  .til>-pt«  i*.  m'«  ki-:  |p. 
y,.  j  iH.j.li'  uf  Kjii  t>  H :  bi-i  •  are  niillii  xiy  "f  .»frr»  ff  linl :  1  >'r-  iv 
iMinu'<liatcaiind<»ioii  if  \(>u  preb  r  -liiv>  ry :  kiiit  if.-  n  :b^  ■  iter 
b.iml,  yi>u  pr..-f-r  liU-rty.  _\on  arv  unwi»rtby  if  aimi'oi  n. 


r  .n; 


)r  uuy  ollu T  who  bu-?  liu  I  a'i\  thln^  vj  du  with  this  !tul>jei;t,  [  you  are  uul  uumer.ius  ^.'Uough  tu  be  udwittcd.'    Uuv  slavi 
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ill  dvtf  In  TEMJB(r  tXl  lln  exerUoDR  to  bring  Kanitfl  into  the 
Vnlou  **ln  a<«fini*iie«  with  the  vrlwipltM  uf  tho  0>niititii- 
tton.'*  Sbo  hiul  doD4>  it,  kmiwin;;  timt  the  ne«r  atjite  would 
Z»  repTHented  bj  firae-iwii  lieiMtoni  and  KefireiientatiTes. 
8he  had  nobly  perfi>rined  her  duty,  withour  oounting  tlie 
VMt.  Why  ebtmld  »lic  Imvc  haxarded  hi* r  own  unity,  and 
•ompromind  her  poeitkin  by  further  effort?  Oen.  Davis 
Muwers  and  eaye,  by  this  Mil,  ■*  the  country  wati  relieved 
fboin  an  issue  which,  had  it  been  preeentwd  as  threatened, 
oar  honor,  our  Mafety,  our  i«^pert  for  our  anceetora.  and  our 
Ngard  for  our  posterity,  wonkl  have  required  tho  South  to 
anaet  at  what«Ter  sacrlflM.*'  tieneraJ  Uavis  may  be  right, 
bvt  the  liict  is  that  thu  North  lauglis  at  un,  and  wt  stand, 
not  exaetly  a  scom  unto  uurselvvM.  but  osrtaiuly  without 
•ny  cause  of  congratulation  at  th«  rnsuiL 

Virhat  hM  been  the  effi-ct?  Ti)  divide  ttie  South— to  de> 
prang  tha  spirit  ot  its  paiipla — to  abate  th«ir  ronfldunoe  in  their 
dwsan  leadera— to  esusit  them  to  bvii^re  that  they  have  lost 
all  the  puUitantial  benefits  wtileh  w«re  eipected  to  be  re- 
•lind  bf  Vie  country  from  the  rrsult  of  the  canvass  of  186&— 
to  crsato  distrust  and  disMnsion  among  them. 

They  were  prepared  fur  any  result  attendant  upon  fordng 
tba  naked,  simple  issue  of  the  Kansas  questiun — they  were 
not  prepared  for  its  unfortunate  dnnououent. 
AespectfuUy  your  fellow-cltiaen, 

__  W.  L.  Yakoct. 

Uebate  on  tlie  Resoarces  of  the  North  and 
8oath« 

Uba.  J.  H.  Haidcoxd  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  Senate, 
lUrdi  4th,  1858. 

Am  I  am  dispoaed  to  see  this  question  settl«*d  as  soon  as 
pOMlUe,  and  am  perfectly  wiUln;;  to  have  a  final  and  con- 
ansive  settlement  twtw^  after  what  the  Senator  fh>m  New 
York  has  aaid,  I  think  it  not  improper  that  I  should  attempt 
to  InriuK  the  North  and  .South  fitrv  to  fii<'«>.  end  see  what  re* 
■ources  each  of  us  might  have  iu  the  coutiugency  of  Mtparate 
OManiiatiuns. 

If  we  nerer  acquire  another  foot  of  territory  for  the 
Sooih,  look  at  her.  Eight  han4ro«i  and  fifty  thousand 
■qusre  miles.  As  large  as  Ureat  Britain,  France,  Austria, 
^oe^ia,  and  Spain.  In  not  that  turritory  euuu;:b  to  make 
an  empin*  thai  shnll  rule  the  world?  With  thu  fln««t  anil, 
tlie  mo4t  dwlightful  climat*',  whose  staple  productioiin  none 
of  those  great  oountriM  can  grow,  we  have  three  tlionsaiid 
■lies  of  euntinental  sliuru  Hue.  w>  indented  with  bays  and 
erowded  with  li<Ian'is,  that,  when  their  ."hore  Hues  are 
added,  we  have  twelve  thousand  miles.  Thmuifh  the  heart 
Of  our  country  runs  tlie  great  MlssisHlppi,  the  father  of 
waters,  into  whose  bosom  are  poured  thirty-six  thuumnd 
miles  of  tributery  Hfreams;  and  boyond  wi;  have  the  desert 
prairie  wsiites,  to  protect  us  in  our  rear.  Can  you  hera  in 
Mch  a  territory  as  that?  You  talk  of  putting  up  a  wall  of 
lire  around  ei/ht  hundred  and  fifty  thouMud  e«iuare  milus 
■0  aituated  I     How  absurd. 

But,  in  thiH  territory  lies  the  great  valley  of  the  Missls- 
•Ippi,  now  the  real,  and  soon  to  be  tlie  acknowlMij^ini  nnat  of 
the  empire  uf  the  world.  The  sway  of  that  valley  will  be  as 
neat  as  <)ver  the  Nile  knew  in  tho  earlier  agc.i  <>f  mankind. 
We  own  the  mo!ft  of  it  The  meet  valuable  part  of  it  belonpi 
to  us  now ;  anJ  although  thoA*  who  have  setUe>i  above  Ui* 
are  now  O|ipo^ed  to  us,  another  generation  will  tell  a  different 
talc.  They  are  ours  by  all  the  laws  of  nature:  slave  labor 
will  go  over  every  foot  of  this  great  vallev  where  it  will  be 
fband  profitable  to  nw  it,  and  some  of  those  who  may  not 
me  it  are  simn  to  be  united  with  us  by  such  ties  as  will  make 
OS  one  and  inseporable.  The  Iron  horse  will  soon  be  clatter- 
ing over  the  sunny  plains  of  the  South  to  bear  the  products 
of  its  npp«^r  trihuteries  to  our  Atlantic  port*,  as  it  now  does 
through  the  ii«-bound  North.  Thttre  Is  the  great  MiwdiiBippi, 
a  bond  of  union  made  by  Nature  her«olf.  She  will  maintein 
it  for  ever. 

On  this  fine  territory  we  Iiave  a  population  four  times  as 
lai^  as  that  with  wliich  tliese  roioni««  fieparat«d  fh)m  the 
BoUmv  oountry,  and  a  hundred,  I  mixht  nay  a  thuusand  fold 
ftronger.  Uur  piipnlatlou  in  now  sixty  per  cent,  greater 
than  that  of  the  whole  Unite<i  Status  when  we  entered 
Into  the  second  war  of  indepeiHlence.  It  is  n*  large  as  the 
wliole  population  of  the  Uniti'd  Slates  was  ten  years  after 
the  conclusion  of  that  war,  and  our  exports  are  three  times 
a*  great  at*  those  of  the  whole  United  States  then.  Upon 
Oar  muster-rullH  we  liave  a  millioo  of  men.  In  a  defensive 
war,  upon  an  emergency,  every  one  of  them  would  be  avail- 
abla.  At  any  time,  the  South  can  raise,  equip,  and  maintain 
Id  the  field,  a  larger  army  than  any  |tower  of  the  earth  can 
■tod  against  her,  and  an  army  of  eoldiers— men  brought  up 
OB  horseback,  with  guns  in  their  hands 

If  we  teke  the  Nortli,  even  when  the  two  large  states  of 
Kansas  and  Minnesota  shall  be  admitted,  her  territory  will 
bo  one  hundred  thousand  square  miles  less  Uun  ours.  I  do 
not  speak  of  California  and  Orvgon ;  there  is  no  antagonism 
between  the  South  and  thoae  countries,  and  never  will  be. 
She  popolatioB  of  the  North  Is  ttiy  per  cent,  greater  than 


oim.  I  liaTt  nothing  to  ny  in  disparagement  either  of  the 
soil  of  tlie  North,  or  the  people  of  tho  North,  who  are  a  biaro 
and  energetic  rare,  full  of  IntHlWt.  Itut  they  ppnitice  ne 
great  steple  that  the  South  doen  nut  prodiu-e :  whilr  we  pro 
duoe  two  or  tliree.  and  thow  the  very  Kroati-Hi.  thnt  she  cai. 
never  produce.  Ah  to  her  men.  I  may  Le  aWoNtctl  to  hit. 
tliey  have  nevi*r  proved  them>H»lvuH  to  be  su]*«Tiur  to  thote 
of  the  South,  either  in  the  field  «)r  in  tho  Senato. 

But  the  strength  of  a  natiun  dt'peiiils  in  a  ;:n-at  inoasnre 
Upon  ite  wealth,  and  the  wealth  of  a  uarion.  like  ihttt  of  n 
man,  is  to  be  estimated  by  ite  ^urpIuKpnHliiciion.  Yun  may 
go  to  your  tnutby  census  bookH.  t'uli  of  I'alsfbMMl  ami  uoii- 
sense — they  tell  you,  for  exara|ile,  that  in  thr  stute  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  wholo  number  of  hous^^i^rvant*  U  not  o<iu.'il  to 
one-half  thost>  in  my  own  house,  nnd  riuch  thii)<j;!>  :ii<  thnt. 
Yoo  may  estimate  what  is  mudu  tbroiiKhout  tho  i-ouiitry 
from  them)  census  books;  but  it  U  no  nmttiT  bow  niurh  in 
made  if  it  is  all  oonsumed.  If  a  man  p<>sfM*tu  uiillii>ns  of 
dollars  and  consumes  his  incoui«',  itt  ht*  rich?  J«i  lie  com- 
petent to  embark  in  any  new  entiTprise?  Tan  hn  build 
ships  or  railptads?  And  couM  a  (oople  in  thnt  (>«>n<Utiun 
build  ships  and  mads  or  go  to  war?  All  the  ont^rprij)(>ti  of 
peace  anu  war  depend  upon  tho  Kurplu.s  pn>l(i(i)<inK  of  a 
people.  They  may  be  happy,  they  may  U;  coiiifnrtiil)!i>,  they 
may  enjoy  themsulves  in  coD!«uininK  what  they  m;)ko;  but 
they  are  not  rich,  they  are  not  Htront;.  It  ap|M;urii.  I'V  pcoing 
to  the  re|>orts  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trt-nnury,  which  are 
authentic,  timt  last  year  tiio  I'nited  .Statcx  exported  in  roan^ 
numbers  $279,000,000  worth  of  dum<^j>tic  pn^diure,  ex'-ludinq 
g^d  and  foreign  merchandise  re-exported.  K)i  this  amount 
$158,000,000  worth  is  the  cloar  prr>duco  of  Iho  S<)uth:  articlee 
that  are  not  and  cannot  be  mn<lH  nt  the  North.  Thitre  are 
then  $8<),UOO,UOO  worth  of  exp«>rt.-4  of  prr»duct.<:  of  the  forest, 
providions,  and  bn^ad^tufTs.  If  we  n.sKiune  that  the  South 
Buwie  but  one-third  of  these,  and  I  think  that  in  u  low  calcu- 
lation, our  exi)ort}i  were  $li)o,UOO,iX)0,  Ii>aving  to  tiic  NortL 
less  than  $95,u00,0oo. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  sent  to  the  North  $:Mi.OOO,000 
worth  of  cotton,  which  Ik  not  connti^d  in  thi^  ex|xirl((.  We 
sent  $7  or  $H.()uO,OU()  worth  of  ti>hacco,  uhich  in  not  counted 
in  the  exports.  We  sent  naval  tttoroH,  lum>)or,  rife,  and 
mnnv  other  minor  articles.  Tin-re  if  no  doubt  th:it  wo  sent 
to  the  North  $4o.(KH).UO0  in  .i>ldiii<>u:  hut  "uiiiHkse  the 
amount  to  be  $3.'>,000,0ou,  It  will  ^ivo  ur<  a  >iurplus  production 
of  $220.m»0,n00.  Hut  the  r^v/n/.r/  oxj^Tts  ot  ih*-  .^^.-uth  uuw 
are  greater  than  the  whole  exports  ot  tho  Unit-d  Stat(.>s  in 
any  year  befon)  1860.  Thoy  ar*«  );rcnifr  than  tho  whole 
average  export**  of  tho  l'nito«J  Stati-n  fnr  tin!  him  twelve 
years,  including  the  two  extraordin:iry  yi-ar:^  ol'  IKfiOand 
1857.  Thoy  are  nearly  double  thu  aiuounl  of  (hi>  average 
exportM  of  the  twvlve  pmceiiini;  yoin*.  If  I  am  rit^ht  in  my 
cal<uliititm4  as  \n  the  $'^20,000,000  nf  -^uriiluH  pn>du(V.  there 
is  not  a  nation  on  the  liire  of  tho  mrih.  with  nor  nuuicrou.'i 

ropulalion,  that  can  c«)mp«te  with  u<  in  \tvAw\>  fur  otp!t(i. 
I  amounts  to  ^Iti.tVi  per  \wi\i\,  suppoMo.;  th.it  wi«  have 
twelve  million  p«H>ple.  Kii^lan>l  with  all  h)>r  ;ii"-nninlated 
Wraith,  with  h<'r  .c«incentral»tl  and  o-lnfiiti-ti  •mmt^'v.  niakog 
but  sixteen-and-a-half  d'dlarrt  •>f  surplus  pn-luciiun  i»ei 
head.  I  have  not  made  a  ciilculaiioii  as  to  tho  .North,  with 
her  $0r).tXiO.(K)Oi4Urplu.-«:  adniittin-;  thnt  .-ho  oxports  .is  much 
as  we  do,  with  her  eij;hti-on  millions  i>t' )><>pul.'ittoti.  it  wnuM 
be  but  little  over  twelve  dcjiiirs  a  hi-.'x  I.  liui  .»hi>  cannot 
export  to  us  ami  abronil  excisMiiti-;:  t-n  d<>i:nr')  a  Iu  .1 1  Hi;Hin->t 
our rtlxteen dollars.  1  know  woll  iiionv;!)  thnt  tin-  North -^on)]-) 
t)  tbe  South  a  v.-wt  aniouut  of  tli*>  ].r<-dut  tion-  it  Iht  indus- 
try. I  lake  it  f«»r  granted  that  ^b^^  hi  h'.mt.  i»:iys  us  iu  th.it 
way  fiw  the  thirty  or  forty  nulU'-n  dullitis  worth  of  cotton 
and  other  articles  we  send  hi-r.  I  mim  willinu;  to  .1  intlt  thnt 
she  send8  u.i  con!«ii|orably  mop-:  but  lo  brioir  h>r  up  to 
our  amount  of  snrpluK  prolui^iioii.  I'l  brin;^  her  up  to 
$'^20,00O.UO<J  a  year,  the  N>uth  nui-t  t.iko  troTu  h»-r 
$1*25.000.000 ;  and  this,  in  aildittou  to  i.iur  .Kh:ir»'  of  the  con- 
sumption of  thu  $  m;3,U0«1.0iK)  worti)  inlrotlu><i]  into  tho 
country  from  ahrond.  an>l  paid  f^r  el. idly  by  <>ur  own  ex- 
ports. The  thin<;  i.-4  iiliHuril;  it  Is  iiii|><i<.>iblo ;  it  can  never 
ap|H*ar  anywhere  but  in  a  Ixwk  I'f  >ta(isii(-;. 

With  an  export  of  ^J^n.o  i.i.t.ioi  undi-r  tlie  pri'«-iMjt  tariff, 
the  riouth  orifanixe*!  Ht'par.iToly  wmil  bavi'  ;j4ii.iHt.),(iiio  of 
revenue.  With  onH-f<iurih  thn  pthmmiI  tarllf  xhc  would 
have  a  revenue  ade<iii>tto  to  all  hor  w.iri'.-t.  for  tho  Suiilh 
would  ne\or  ^:o  to  war;  r*ho  wiuil-.l  no\t-r  nr.-«l  no  army  or 
a  navy,  beyond  a  few  Ki^rri.-^onit  on  tho  froutiHih  mid  a  tV-w 

revenue  cutter**.     It   i.**  commrrc"  thai   bi Is  w.-ir.    It  i.-i 

manufiicturtts  Uiat  re«|uin»  to  1»h  b.iwk<'d  about  tbo  world, 
that  give  rise  to  n.ivifM and  coniiu<'r<-i>.  Idit  wi>  Imv f  nothing; 
to  do  l>ut  to  take  (>ff  re.'itrii'tions  on  lori'i^ti  iuor«.'h:irdis«>  and 
open  our  pttrti*.  and  the  vthole  world  will  conn'  la  \\*  to 
trade.  They  will  be  too  .;;Iad  t»»  hrlni»  and  carry  for  us,  and 
we  never  shall  dream  uf  a  war.  \Vhy  tic  Suutli  ha-i  never 
yet  had  a  just  cau>H}  of  war.  Kvory  time  she  h.i.s  drawn 
ner  sword  it  has  been  on  tho  point  of  honor,  and  that  }.)otiit 
of  honor  has  lieen  mainly  loyalty  to  her  sist»'r  c*A«.\wv*.^ ^xv\. 
sister  stetets  who  ha7«  vrw  AAic*  \^\i\v\vixvi"\ ^xsA 'a^'^^se^ 

ated  bar.  .      ^ ;.  .^m,«» 

Bat  \I  tt\et%  wata  uo  ^i\.\«x  xv>%a«^^Vs  -^^  ^wu.^xan'R. 
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ttmoi^ta.  That  bUI  wnii.  In  my  opinion.  WiNed  on  tlii«  ftin- 
damenUl  error — that  Conirref«i  hud  a  rifflit  to  rrfiiN»  tr>  oilmit 
Kanw  an  a  ittate,  unl«i()'  Kansuii  would  enter  iiiUi  a  rnntraf-t 
Vith  the  gf  norul  ((ovi'min^nt.  wlien-hy,  in  conxkieraUun  of 
oprtain  la  ml  prant>i.  tho  new  Mtatc  would  reli«nfM>  certain 
powei.  whi-h  nn^  »i(N^rlHel  In  the  ftllowini^  pr^rUn: 

'•TliH  fun'jjnlnj;  ppijumltion*  h»'n-ln  uffrred  unj  on  the 
oonditi«>n  tluit  wiid  8t:ite  of  Kaii*n^  kIiaII  never  Interfere 
vi^  the  primnry  •li>q><>Niil  of  thii  laudic  of  the  l*nitd<l  i»tntef, 
or  with  any  n»i;nlatlon  which  Onij^ren"  nmy  fluU  necessary 
fbr  M>curiii>;  thu  title  In  rinid  koU  to  homt  fiti*.  purehawrt 
theruuf :  nml  th:if  no  t'lx  shall  lie  iinpa^t'd  mi  liindii  belong- 
ing to  the  Unite!  Stateii,  and  that  hi  no  cdhm  ^hall  non- 
raaklent  pniprhftora  he  taxed  htjrhrtr  than  rentiienta.  Hlxth, 
Mid  that  HHi'l  «>tnte  ihall  neYnr  tax  the  lands  or  propiTty  of 
tlie  Unite- 1  ^XjtUt^  \\\  that  !(tate." 

The  leailin;;  preiw  in  Alatmma  which  Mlrorate*  tbat  bill, 
■aid  it  wan  ne<'e«i^ry  to  make  th*'*e  prf)po^itlona  a  condition 

gneedent  to  adnil<<irion,  lieqauw.  otherwiae  •*  the  ripht  to 
IX  and  itispo^Nj  of  the  public  domain  would  be  wholly  in  lb« 
handR  and  at  the  merry  of  the  Mtate,  if  abe  ehoae  to  eze^ 
dae  it"— { (^mffdrraiion.] 

One  of  the'  ablest  nupportem  of  UMt  bill  in  tb*  Senate, 
aays,  ''The  Qonai{quoni*e«  of  admitunK  a  utate  wlthont  a 
reeojimltkin  prt^e^lvnt  of  the  rljshtfl  of  the  United  Statf«i  to 
the  public  domain,  are  in  my  opinion,  the  transfer  of  the 
naeful.  with  the  eminent  domain,  to  the  people  of  the  atate 
thna  admitt4^1  without  n*«vrTatlon."-H //m.  J>/f.  Z^nru.J 

Another  i>rominent  advocate  uf  that  bill  said  In  the 
Senate,  in  Hiieakin?  of  the  Ull  and  the  Kaniia*  constitution. 
**wc  do  not  a1t«-r  that;  we  accept  that  part  of  your  propoel- 
tk>n,  and  we  iHve  you  the  .ordinary  print  of  land,  but  we 
will  not  ■.;lve  yuu  the  extra  serenteMU  million  acrea  that  you 
claim.  If  they  will  not  a<r«e  to  this,  what  Is  tb^  cons^ 
qoence?  The  Tmr^nin  ii*  at  an  end,  of  counte  the  ciHiadtu- 
uon  fjtils,  the  ordinary  v^nX  fails,  and  she  is  in  a  territi>rial 
oondltion.'* — [  Htm,  Jitt/trrt  Tuombg.] 

Tliuc!  extracts  show  the  nrincip1e«i  upon  which  tbecon- 
teenee  bill  n'stx,  as  deflned  hy  lt.«  Mends. 

Now,  a'*  1  hareiahown  that  Kanioa"  is  entitled  to  admission 
**  as  fcwm  as  po^sil)ie.  cf>nHist«*nt  with  the  principles  of  the 
Fedi*rfil  OiiMtltution.'*  it  follows  that  the  prindplvs  aliove 
quot.*!!  a*  irmund  fi»r  hi«r  r»*j«'Ction.  unli>«  she  acrept«*d  th^ 
prop* mkIi ion  <•{  Citngrvss.  to  l>e  vali<l,  must  be  **ln  accordance 
with  the  prinHpIt^  of  the  Ffdnral  Cnnstituthm."  If  they 
art*  not.  th<»n  the  conference  lilll  is  fiin<hiinentally  an  error.' 

I  think  that  I  shall  bf  able  toiihnw  that  it  la  a  fundamental 
CTr>>r.  Iiy  the  deciKlon  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
6tHt«";. 

Thf  Inml-  in  Jlw  territory  lM«lonir  to  the  pi»n«»ral  poyom- 
in<*ut.  n!«  tru-ftiM"  fur  th»»  utitt'-H.  What  Is  calN'^l  tin*  ^ininfui 
dnw'i'n.  \s  vrtti'd  ill  tho  Unit(><l  States  "ff»r  thw  iiuriioe.w  of 
temp'triry  :rnTerriimMit''  al-nx'.  When  the  territory  becunuis 
a  st.-it".  thi'  iii'W  -"til.**  sti'VivIs  lit  nnrv  to  \hf  rif.;htK  of  i-rni- 
nent  •loiii-'iin — nud  n<)t)i{<  •;  reiiiaiitn  to  th<*  Uiiiteil  .'^titi'S 
but  till-  iniliii.-  hnuN.  Tlii-"s«i  |)ri)ii-i]ilfM  nrc  nut  n»'W.  'Ihi*v 
have  U-e  i  «i'"-l:iri'iJ  t"^  >M>f'»rri»>a  fiy  th<>  Sopn'inv  Court  of  the 
Unit-  I  Stafi'-s,  hi  rnll-ii'il'M  \^<f>i*>>  \M.  Ilnpin  et  al..  o-l 
U'^w-ird'**  lli-p.     In  thai  i':mi«  flii*  rnurt  say: 

•'  \Vi«  tl;|-:l;  n  [ir'»i'iT  ex-iiitliiHti'iri  of  this  snhj-><-t  will  show 
that  thi-  rnlrnl  St.iiiw  !>evi'r  hi-ld  any  niuiii<'ip:il  •O'ViTfikrii- 
ty.  jiirS.-i-li'  iiMii  ur  rijht  tif  f-ill.  iu  nnil  hi  fhi*  tcrritDry  of 
whi''h  Al.ihjiiiia  or  .toy  of  thi*  nt'W  iitatvR  wire  fr«iiii'(|. 
exi^-fit  fi-r  toui|i'>riiry  iiurixKi-H.  aud  to  ««xi"'iitH  the  iriiKtN 
erfritiHl  hy  th«'  :u-**  of  the  Viri;iiiift  nnd  tlM-ir^ria  linfiHUtur"-. 
ami  ih«'  ih  i^N  i>f  th"  fc-'sinn  exivuti'-l  hy  th«-iu  t*)  thi* 
Uuii'd  St  t  •-.  .inl  tho  trn«fH  rn'ttwl  t»y  the  tmity  with 
Fnini'-.'.  iif.'V.ifli  Aj.ril.  ixu:i.  re'liuir  I^tuisinna."  Thi-«  iii*ci.«l  m 
tliHM  iiliii'i's  th'»  ti-rriturii'-.  ««  far  «■«  thi-*  I'Tlncij'h'  i*  Invulvn  I, 
all  "II  Ih"  fS'tnH'  f<»<itiiii.  imd  thu  |TiMi-iplo  Npp!i-iil>lp  t<»  Al-i- 
b&in.i  JK  ih'Trr-rt'  nin«li''iiMe  t'l  K.'uiM*!.  Thi'  Siiiir»*mc  (\>nrl 
then  H;iy,  fnrth.T.  ■■  Whi'Ji  Al.iUiiiin  vtn*  niltiiiltml  int">  t.hn 
Union,  mi  .in  i«in:il  fiHitint;  with  tin*  oHiiin^l  ntati*.*.  she  sui*- 
eer-li''!  t"  :ill  thi*  rlirhfx  ^f  MViTi-iruty.  juriiilii'tion.  and 
eminent  •luin.-iin  whirh  (li-^iriii.i  i  Hisses -•■•I  at  tlie  <lHt»»  of  th'.* 
e»»«<<iin.  •■x.-i-pt  «■■>  fir  a-*  this  rirht  wiis  iliininishiHi  by  tin* 
puhll-  l:iiiits  ri'Uininttv.;  in  p-»ssi'«Mi»ii  «n«i  nmli'r  ii^ntrnl  «if 
Ihi*  I'nif.'l  Stitis.  fiTthi'  t»*nii)i>r:iry  pnr;^'"'t*«pr«iTiih»tl  for  in 
the  i|i--il  iif  i-i"*-i(iri.  Nnlhin*.;  pMiiiini'il  li»  ihi*  I^nit«*<i  .'!tjiti'> 
aC'Vir.lin-T  to  till'  ti'rins  of  th"  if.'rfi-nn'nt.  iind  the  li'irlHhitlvi' 
ai*t'«  (iiiiiK'-tiHi  \vi>h  it,  hut  th<*  piihlir  IhuiN.  And  if  an 
expr^-H*  >lipul:iti  m  h.id  hn-.n  in-i'rl«!ii  In  thi*  a'jr»*i*in«-nt, 
prautiii-.'  t)i.'  iiiuni'dp:il  ri^ht  of  i!ovi*rel'.jnty  Kn<l  I'Miini-nl 
domain  t>  rii--  l'niti>i|  Sritii'<4.  siu-h  stip'il'itioii  would  hiive 
l)ei*n  i"id  Mud  inopi*r.itlvi' :  Im^i-hu*!*  th  •  I'nitnil  Stat<*i*  h.i\c 
no  r<.|i>f  tiiri-iii.il  >*:ip«i-ity  to  exi*n"i"»-  ninni'-ipiil  Jurisdii'tiitn. 
i««iviT.'i.'n»v.  r.r  ••iiilncnt  <l->innin.  wiihin  tin-  lluiiis  of  a  st.-itn 
or  "i-'wh-'ii*.  i-xc"ptin  c-i«<'i!<ln  whi'-h  it  is  ^»xprt-—ly  ^^rantiil" 
^ty  '.h-  ri-.l.T:il  •  on-^tituMon). 

In  th''  ipinii-n  i-f  tt>*  'I'Urt.  tln-n.  it  jn'iMn-*  that  neitlpT  an 
a''l  «'f  riiii.rr'-«'  ri-juirin^:  tin?  n-»"nt  of  Khuk-is  'nor  an 
a'Nt'i't '.'p'-'  of  tlnit  r»"iinr"-ini'nt  hy  K-in-iif]  to  a  dianvowal 
of  an>  r-.:ht  t-i  th.i*  i>ini:i«'nt  d<Mn:iin  i»\i«r  tin*  puMi,*  laudK, 
wunhi  •  p  -riitii  til  iiiiifi'r  on  Con^Ti-'ia  nnv  ri-iht^  iiii'iiii*nt  to 
the    emiuviit   domuiu.    for   sucli    w>>uld    b'.>    "void    and 


inoperatlre.**  The  laadi  balonf  to  the  Unltad  tUUa.  At 
soTen'ijrn-munlclpnl  p^warorer  them  balonm  to  th«  rtain; 
ami  no  urt  of  CongivM,  or  aawnt  of  Kansas,  can  altar  till 
atate  of  thlnsa. 

r«t  US  apply  them  prladplea  tn  the  emifervnee  hill.  Tht 
flritt  iind  Second  of  the  conditions  precedent  n^alred  tf 
Conp;re«s.  It  Is  now  clear,  are  "rolti  and  innperad^r'  ia  tfet 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  beean>ie  Kaosaa  hnd  no  ri,M 
In  the  public  land*,  and  tbeiwfbre  could  iio  aciiv  intarfcn 
with  their  sale  by  their  ownrr.  than  aha  ecmld  with  a  mI» 
of  hhi  lands  by  an  IndWldnal  c4tlatn. 

The  litnrth  eondition  pfMoedent  la  of  the  aane  rJiancia; 
theConstlfuilon  of  the  Unltmt  Mates  Ibrldddlnir  a  staM  M 
tax  tlM  property  of  a  oon-resident  higher  than  alniilar  |l» 
perty  of  a  re«Ment  See  caae  of  Wiley  ra.  taimer,  14  Al^ 
Imma  Iteports. 

These  queetlons  have  all  been  adjadlratal :  and  the  eoofti 
hare  Jurisdiction  over  them,  and  the  Cooatltutkni  of  At 
UnltHd  States  preTalls  over  any  state  anarttnont  or  arm 
constitutional  proTleion  ca  the  aaliieet. 

These  Tlews  were  relied  upon  by  CoD^maa.  when  iha  ad- 
mitted Galifhrnia.  a  frscHtoil  state,  and  at  thr  aane  Una 
rejected  her  land  ordinance :  and  on  thcne  priDclpha  the 
Senate  Kansas  bill  was  baaed.  Why  wara  thi^  so  raddtalj 
departed  firom  In  the  oonfeivnfls  Ull  f 

The  remaining  oooditlous  reUte  to  the  taxing  powers  oC 
the  state. 

No  one  contends  that  Coneress  can  alter  a  ronatitutioml 
power  to  tax,  in  a  state  eonstitatkm.  The  original  thirtan 
states  had  that  power,  and  ware  not  reqnlred  to  ccnrsde  M 
before  a«lmiffd<in :  and  Kanns  had  a  right  tn  admiasini  vpoa 
an  Miiial  fitting  with  the  old  states.  Sopposte  Kanaas  slwiiU 
say  to  the  general  goremment  **  I  do  not  chooi><i  to  yIeM  lay 
soverrliin  right  to  tax  property  within  my  borders  fcr  any 
quantity  of  land— I  thf!refiqt>  will  uaka  no  eontrart  with 
you  ?**  Will  it  lie  pretended  that  C^ngreMi  roidd  kaep  Kan- 
sas out  of  the  Union  on  that  aceonnt  T  If  It  Is  m  eoal— ihd, 
I  demand  the  clause  In  the  IVmstltutloa  giving  Jt  that  posnr. 
Congress  may  reqnlre  that  the  constitution  shall  ha  icpnbli- 
CHn--CongreaH  may  require  tbat  her  biiundariea  ba  reasM- 
alile:  but  where  does  Congreas  get  the  |iower  tn  mstrlrt 
exercise  of  tlist  hlirhest  aitrilmte  of  aorerelgnty — the  power 
tn  tax  propt* rty  within  the  llmlta  of  a  new  state?  Hot  it  U 
replied.  %»  claim  n<>  snch  nuwifr  for  CongTMS,  we  only  daha 
that  unl«ii!«  KansHM  yieMa  the  right,  she  shall  not  he  adaittad 
Tliisyle4il>*  th**  question  that  Omgreaahss  no  rirht  to  Ibreatha 
Htate'tn  ivwt  rii't  Its  taxtne  power,  but  claims  thatOonfrrcas  suy 
refuse  admission  of  the  Mate  unli'aa  It  is  restricted  I  This  ii 
whipping  the  •{••ril  amund  thwutunip.  It  ia  Ui>ing  ime  pea? r 
of  (\in'.:rif>4  fi>r  th<*  piir|»iH«tof  getting  the  exerri>e  of  anntht 
Hhii'h  i|iM-f)  not  tif|iin;{  to  It.  Kiit  1  ih-ny  that  Conjifss  can 
mak-  thiiJ  a  ;;niunil  of  refus.il  of  ailm'i<i<l'>iz — ber^use  the 
treaty  wi»h  Kramv  ••htriini*'!  the  jdislef  (if  Conrrve*  U*  adad: 
th**  inhatiiinnt-*  uf  thi*  lu-w  ti»rriiorr  "hs  ikion  n*  pcvxlble 
ai'ciriiii-.:  til  tin*  priiiriph*  "f  tbn  F>ili*ral  I'un^tituiv-n." 
'lln*  prinrlidi"*  iif  tlisl  C-mniltutlMH  im*  that  thn  piwcrs  nrt 
di'liir.iti-ii  to  ihi>  I'nitiHi  ,«:tat(>ii  hy  tin*  Ci>nMilutir-u  ii'.rpr»' 
hit>i:«*d  hy  it  to  thr  p.t:it'— .  urt*  r*-frrr^i  tn  Wn*  st-'t-'t  r',«»fciY.»'fi. 
or  to  tin*  {Hi'plH.-'  Th>*  powr  to  tax  land  witbiii  itj«  k«inl-r4 
ift  a  •'  riiw*rvi'd  rh^ht."  iin-l  any  atti-nii  t  hy  C«*ni:r^-j.  tu-  for^ 
a  i;rant  uf  i(ui-h  a  rijiht.  Iiy  <ii>nyintr  th**  «tAt**  a-lmio^i'm  nnli'^ 
hIm*  yiMld-*  it.  in  th<*  fa^v  ot  that  treaty  Ktipulatkni.  isi  in  urp^ 
sitioii  to  thi>  fipirit  au'l  "the  primipirs  of  the  Fed*-ral  Ctii- 
htitution."' 

It  ii4  i«ttid.  howevor.  that  Kan«a4  aiiked  too  much  lani  s&d 
("oiiKn'Ss  tthonld  nut  have  yii'Mi*!  to  that  ryii]ii*4i.  I  met** 
to  thii(.  Ihtt  thi.i  acTHptan^e  or  n*jnrtion  ot  tin*  land  c-nlh 
n:in(*«'  and  th>*  a-lniiv^ion  of  thi>  statr.  are  twn Mntirvly  disTiact 
n)••a<u^^R  Th"  Liml  onlinanre  and  th**  ciiO'ttituivin  •■■N 
two  di«tin'*t  niitt4>rs — in  no  wny  di*|4*iiitt*nt  on  ••ach  «ith^r— 
fir  thH  Mtatt'  may  refuMM  to  n>-<'i*pt  <if  any  drinaTi-n  of  laa-l 
from  the  ipMicral  iroTernm«»nt  an>i  n«»l  yl«*ld  luie  of  her  ■"T^- 
rf\'J!n  ri^hta.  Tin*  new  »t«ti*  wa«  entill««l  to  ■•Inii!t«ii.u.  tn! 
had  no  rl;:ht  to  any  m»»r»»  lutid  thsn  runtrre**  shnu'd  rb-*>ie 
to  irivc  h>*r.  Tile  state  hnd  a  rii:ht  to  )«  in  the  Union,  with 
or  without  land:  and  Cnn-.;n-s!i  (>n  Just  prininfile^  wa«  in 
duty  Iwnnid  to  admit  her;  hut  inirht  i*y  to  bi  r.  we  r«'>*'t 
\oiir  applii-ntion  fur  lanit,  niid  make  iinirtli*r  pp  >pn«iiii>'i. 
whifh  tho  Btate  could  accept  or  n>j«*t.  But  lViii^r««^j.  hnJ  i?- 
ritflit  to  "Iiy,  your  stlniia^ion  eihall  de|-i>nd  on  \iiur  t\sr*tit:£ 
to  our  land  pn^poaiUon.  lien*  i«  th«  tWv  of  the  <<i.nfrr*i>i-e 
hill,  in  a  c institutional  and  K^irsl  ^Ihw.  rnncr>->-!t  rvfiiMn)  i> 
tho  new  stnte  Its  unJouhti^l  richt  of  ndmiii»l  ^n.  aiid  la 
onler  tc>  it*  enjoyment  of  that  ri.'ht  demanded  >  f  thv  ^Ul« 
thi*  n«*tr|i'tlon  of  another  of  its  rights. 

Ah  a  m(-a<<ure  of  policy,  in  my  opinion,  the  «^tiferenrs  bi'.i 
wa!4  a  Kid  one.  Tlie  otiject  of  the  free  nnil  op|.i«itii*n  was  in 
olit.tin  achiince,  throush  the  Tote  of  the  iw^^ph*  r>f  KaossIi 
to  destroy  the  liwcoinpton  pro-slavery  conalltution.  Tt* 
ohje«:t  of  the  in^uth  wan  to  force  an  liwie  with  the  N<  rth  cq 
the  admiftilon  of  a  slave  stnte.  Tbli>  was  the  |«>inTimat«-  l>f  ue 
arising  under  anti  desiirnod  by  rei4>nl  of  the  Mi«^>nii  nia- 
promise.  The  tsmtfa  ha<l,  in'everv  state,  pli*ii:ed  Iterlf  u> 
meet  all  the  consequences  of  such  {sMie. 

Var  better  had  the  issua  bean  smL    Tbo  Snuth  had  ions 
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rtpnblaaut  In  fbrm.  The  conMtituti^in  js  not  referred  back  to 
the  pecpla  of  Kuima  for  mtlflcaUdn  or  rvj^rtion;  yot  it  It 
•ppMvnt  to  all,  that  undwr  tl)«  ci<ult>reuce  bill,  a«<  wvll  aa 
WMl«r  the  Senate  bill,  Kansas  haii  the  tiower  to  deffut  the 
laMifruratlon  of  anjr  ^tate  {roT«ruiueut,  by  refuNiiii;  to  fieri 
■emoen  to  GongreM,  and  by  diiui::r«>«>inft  to  the  roiiditiouii 
required.  It  takm  two  to  make  a  bargain.  The  SmiuUktu 
fnasatiog  would  all  have  preromHl  the*  LetHnnptnn  ctmstitii* 
tloD  detir,  dilicoanccted  froai  the  laud  urdiuaiiee,  but  the 
eoaTeoUon  In  KaoMa  that  (himed  that  ijiiitruuuint  eiicuin- 
btnd  the  quentkm  with  thoM  eonditiona.  We  hail  to  m-t 
upon  the  queetloD  aa  it  watt  prcwuted  to  ConKre»>  by  tlie 
ptople  ot  KaoMas  themaulvea. 

Sappoae  KauiHU  had  preiteiilt^  her  mriKtitutiuu  arcom- 
panled  by  the  propoaityiD  to  cuine  Into  thv  rniiui.  iin<i  ccin« 
MDt  to  Uie  u-iual  reetrictiunx  about  tliir  puMi'*  lauilit.  pro- 
vidtd  OoDioeetf  would  (^vu  ber  ftrr/i/y  millv'H  ufd"Uat$  in  c*tfh 
out  of  our  common  Ireaaary.  Is  then;  ;i  iiittii  iu  the  Union 
who  would  aay  that  we  ow^hX.  to  have  vc>ttsi  ht^r  the  minify} 
I  npiirehend  not.  Supptiac  yhe  had  iiirulf  such  an  appllcar 
tUmlnatead  of  tlie  on«  which  ¥A\n  illd  lo.ikH.  and  Contends 
had  pnaved  an  act  deolarini;  that  btsr  O'Mfiitutoin  wan  ivpubli- 
am  and  le^slly  adopted;  that  it  (HiuIiI  n-'it  .iffurd  to  iMiy  her 
•omneh  money;  but  tliat  the  I'nsnifleut  •Uoutd  admit  thu 
■tnle  by  proclamation  ah  8<iuu  ne  her  ]ieiiple  wuuld  u^riTu  to 
reo^Te  one  million  of  linliarv.  Would  tiiat  have  iKvn  a 
r^jtdiim  by  Conicreu  of  the  otniiUatU'tu  or  a  rffiiminrv  of  it 
teek  to  the  people  Cir  ratiHcatinn  or  njoctiou?  Clnarly  not. 
Wonid  Kansaa  hare  bc^n  fully  admittvd  into  tbe  t'ulon 
nDtU  ^M  had  done  Moroe  ad  i^iittrvby  t>he  ^iKnifl<-d  lier  om- 
MMt  to  the  prupuMd  ch-tnscv  in  her  mouey  deiuami?  By  ni> 
meant.  Bnupone  iihe  rrfu4nl  tti  ncivpt  tli«  Urma  uTered  by 
GoDKreSBi  where  la  the  (Miwor  to  f'^'i  lor  tn  Oo  it,  tiiid  to  c*- 
nre  her  into- t/u  Cnifnf  The  Oiii><lUiiiiim  nf  tlu'  Uniifd 
Statee  cotifeni  upon  Cuugn*«M  the  rii^bt  to  ailniil  new  fitattm. 
but  they  muet  come  ih  Tolu'ntarily— they  (an not  In*  brought 
la  VI  d  armis. 

Sappoae  Kamuui  n*j*H;tM  the  pnip^n-iliim  tcoden-d  to  her 

Sr  Goufsrea.  in  what  iKmltion  Ia  Mie  ii-fl  by  tiiu  confer^-mv 
11?  Under  a  territorial  pwernnifnt  wlitrc  W^rrrv  Ih  ri.Cf-fj- 
mi9«l  and  pru^vftt/  by  thn  dwiricn  of  the  .Suimrme  K.\>an  of 
the  United  Stnttm,  ia  the  oflebn»t«Ml  Dnii  Stilt  ohim.  ]^y 
voting  to  reject  the  laud  pntpi.iHiiii>n.  the  |ii'fiplt>  of  KanMif 
ttMmnelvea  rtitumf.  their  U>rrit«ri&l  piVfrnmoni.  Tinfv  are 
then  required  by  the  bill  tn  reinnin  h  pn>-slnvi<ry  territory 
until  they  haii*  {Ki.(>00  people.  Ilni  It  is  sHi;t;«»<i«.-il  )iy  sunn) 
gentlemon  that  Kanmia  mafi  apply  for  a>lijiisMi>>u  \ui  h  fix'o 
atate.  bt^fiire  ehe  ha*  the  population  Itxiil  iu  the  bill.  ItMich 
an  event  Mhould  occur,  I  do  not  lM>liMve  (li.tt  ('ori;;rv«8  u<>uM 
admit  her,  uulesa  the  Jllock  ilepuMtranK  Iiati*  a  nmjority  in 
the  8enati*aDd  liouneof  ItMprittentntivfK.    The  i><!niihT.tt{i; 

Grty  In  ]i1inliced  a^rainvt  it.  But,  ^hMiKI  KiinriiiK  U'  hrtiiif^lit 
to  the  Uniou  und«^r  Much  circ^uni-tanivs  iis  trn  unti-.-thirery 
■tate,  and  in  direct  oppoi>itlon  t>>  exi-^tini;  inwR,  V,at  act 
would  pivKot  to  the  ^^uth  a  much  \KA.WTfnjhtiii*i  itfuf.  th.in 
we  could  have  rai<«dovef  this  KaMK.*i«  i(uehUMU.  h.td  Oin^resa 
■djourned  without  effecting  a  mittltfUivnt. 

Remnrkfl  of  Mr.  Toomim  in  the  Senati*. 

Mr.  Toombs  raid : 

Mr.  Preiiident:  An  it  in  the  very  obriou*  purp^-sf'  of  the 
Senate.  I  nupiiOM^  not  to  take  tliiii  vote  until  th-re  [*  aotiun 
riaewhere,!  Hhall  occupy  a  few  niinutef;  of  itn  tiinr  in  Kivinu 
the  reavoDB  why  I  approve  the  tirtion  uf  the  iruuintiitet-  of 
eonfereuce.  It  Is  in  no  wine  distasteful  to  oie.  I  heHrtily 
•miroveit:  I  think  11  is  awii<e  niuasure— a  ki;«iiI  measure. 
I  like  It  b**cHiine  it  liettles  this  question  upon  a  prinripln. 
and  not  on  a  conrorssion.  It  is  a  concession  by  nobtMly,  by 
no  iertinn  of  the  Union:  but  it  ■etiles  this  queittion  *up<>n 
principlea  which  I  have  maintained  fn)m  Ute  liefj^unlnie  of 
the  enntmersy.  It  is  not  subject  to  two  interpretations. 
Tu  soppoae  so  ia  an  Imaglnatton  of  its  opponents,  and  their 
rery  difllcutty  in  flndiuK  rcatons  for  their  uppnsltioa  to  It 
bus  strengthenisd  my  own  opinion  m  Its  favor  I  bclievp  tho 
cabal,  the  coalition,  took  about  three  days  to  determine 
whether  they  sliould  go  for  or  a^cainst  it  I  very  much 
n'gn*t  tlwt  they  did  not  come  to  adeliirmioatiun  to  maiutain, 
iN^use  It  Is  ttaai^  upon  principle. 

The  idtm  has  Iteen  suKitestrdt  I  believe,  first  by  my 
hon«irablL*  friend  fmm  Kentuirky  JMr.  Crittcn«len\  and  then 
fiftllcn  into  Kenerally  by  thoso  who  co-u)M>rnte  with  him  In 
this  opposittiiu,  that  that  is  rapabln  of  two  interprets!  ionn; 
that  it  is  a  hubmisfiun  and  not  a  subniis!fion.  Nuw,  Mr. 
Fn^denL  tho  bill  Itself  Is  dear,  plain,  nnil  UiHtinct,  and 
adniita  of  no  two  intvrpretatioui.  Kan>ai«  rrop<iM>il  to  the 
Congress  of  iho  United  States  to  come  into  tlie  Union  under 
a  eonstitutlbu  made  at  Ijecunipton.  auil  u(>on  the  further 
Condltl>»n  tlut  we  should  grant  to  her  cert.tin  Ltnd  bouutieSf 
among  others,  seventeen  millions  for  the  ri)ni|di!tlt)n  of  rnil- 
ronUa  We  entereil  Into  this  difii'ui<8lim  for  and  ii:(iiinst  the 
Lecompton  constitution.  The  friends  of  that  ciiu^titution, 
those  who  supportfd  tlic  measure,  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
uinistratton,  held  that  the  I^et'ompton  eon<*tirution  was  tho 
i^vnllj  and  liirly  espraaied  wUl  of  tht  |ieo|de  of  Kanaaa. 


Therefore  we  accepted  It:  we  .icrrpted  it  in  the  measnro 
which  we  r^'iil  to  the  otluT  II<iu>e;  wv  an^fpt  it  in  this 
mcaiiure.  Ww  do  not  put  th:tt.  in  c-oritrov(r.-<y.  Wo  stand 
upi'ii  thi>  ;:n.<unii  tli.-it  it  vt.i.-s  !••;:  tllr  a  loptcd :  ttiut  it  was  the 
li.%:al  expre(L-<i-<u  uf  tbi*  popular  will  ct'  Kiii:s!i.«:  nnd  we  iu  no 
wise  dimurh  lliat.  We  ^iln[•ly  .••ay  lo  Khii.-.is.  \s\\<\  Is  treating 
witli  us  here  as  au  n{u:Ll.  .a-  a  S"Afn-i«'ii.  we  :u-<"i-pt  your  <.on- 
stituii'ui  to)  fully  and  fnt'ly  :i«  ^«v•  li.i\i>  th:.t  of  .toy  other  of 
your  iiihUTS  wtiu  ha\e  cunie  inro  liii..  I'tii  n.  \V<>  de<'iinG  to 
iuUrprut  it.  We  dt-ny  sll  ih»'.-:«'  uUcjiJitious  of  its  fraud,  or 
iti*  furce.  or  it/»  vii.lencc:  »»•  pul  Hum  ni;dor  our  loit,  :ind  wo 
say  we  sccept  it  us  your  ai't  ami  d.—l.  We  wiy  it  is  tho 
emanalluu  uf  your  p<.'uple;  tlint  it  i.s  tlit-  fair  cxeri-ivc  of  the 
popular  soven-i^nty  of  the  i>eople  of  K.-ms-is.  You  did  uoC 
chofjse  to  submit  it  to  theiH>f>pK'.  Your  i-i>iivi>ntiiin  nd(pted 
it,  pniniuleated  it — except  as  to  tlu-  oui'  chiu-e  which  you 
did  submit,  and  that  wun  acci'ptiMl  by  thu  jtr^'ple.  Hence 
we  nn-eive  it  as  llie  act  of  the  p«^»ple.  We  ha\e  laid  out  of 
the  account  wholly  the  ten  thousaml.  or  twenty  thou^aud, 
or  fifty  thoU'*and — if  there  were  »u  many — who  did  not  vote. 
We  can:  not  wliether  any  of  the  ptople  dtrliued  fo  art  when 
the  (lUu^tion  was  le^Uy  submitUfd  to  tLi.in:  wbi-thiT  they 
voted  or  not.  We  hold  that  thry  win-  iK^uiid  by  tho  .vtion 
of  the  lecal  voters  who  diil  (lerlorui  their  <liiiy  as  citiz^'Us. 

For  thetio  reason;',  the  SMmte  of  the  r»iite<l  Stales  ao 
cepted  tiuit  couiititntion.  We  sent  our  )>ill  aoL-<ptin;r  it  to 
tho  other  House.  They  put  iu  a  p^op(l^iti•m  to  submit  it, 
the  House  of  Ki.pr^sentalivi.ii  as-iuuiioL;,  and  the  other  Mdo 
declarinjc.  that  it  was  poa-iibly  frau'lnifiit;  tluit  there  were 
aIl«>gatiouri  of  fraud  a:(ninst  it:  that  it  was  not  the  popular 
will.  They  M-nt  the  bill  l«ar  k  to  us,  d(  cliirin;;  th:it  th**  con- 
stituti'iu  should  bo  '•u)>niittL-il  to  tin-  j.'-.n-ii-.  W.>  njci'ti'd 
that  proposition.  The  two  ili>UM"«J  a:;r..-«  d  ti»  :i  Cniifi-ri'm*.'  on 
tht-ir  diMijrnM'iu};  votfK.  Thi"  I'lHitiiittit-  of  d-infiTi'im*  then 
declared  that  they  w«)uM  acce|  t  tho  I.«>-i  niptcii  '^riii>titutioa 
as  fully  a>*  the  .Senate  unN'pt'-d  if  in  thiir  I  ill :  hut  the  very 
(•tier  of  this  lii-eompton  cou.<itiluti<>ii  to  tlw  Ijiited  States  by 
Kanitas.  was  coupled  with  a  tur:li<>r  (-•Mi'lition  dcinaiidin^ 
the  onlinary  ^rant-t  of  lauils  uivi-n  to  tht-  ui-w  stat««s.  and 
srventwu  millions  W-'^ide.''.  What  h^vc  this  rominiitii-  lionef 
'lliey  ha\e  said,  mi«  ncd-,  t  tin*  J^Lvnipt'  n  I'l n.-liluiion;  wo 
\\A*H  no  jud;rnii-nt  upon  that,  wr  h-avi;  that  whtire  the 
M'uate's  bill  l«;ft  it.  as  your  ai-t  and  <i:H'd,  and  propt'ily 
reflectin;;  tlu"  legallyexi-n-sseii  w  ill  of  th«'  pi-ople  of  K.itisa'i; 
but  we  will  not  jrive  you  lh«'  .-txiMit.-r-n  uiiLi-iii.-i  of  l.md  tor 
railniads:  wo  will  give  \ou  what  w-  havi*  ::iviii  jour  ith'.T 
sisters.  What,  tljrn.  are  tin*  I»-^.il  i.-idmhw  n.  i-s  .-tnd  dTi-ct 
of  this  divlaratiou?  I'rct:isidy  tlio->.'  of  the  ."^I'liate's  bill, 
iM-cauiHn  the  SiMiate's  idll  aroept<-il  iiily  a  |ciiJ  «if  th'-  pni-isi- 
tion.  and  rejected  the  rest.  It  d<ii>  m.t  vnry  X\u:  land 
(^ntntMi  liy  that  bill  oto)  acre — n<>t  oiw  nirh-fiu-uth  part  i<f  a 
ikuir.  Wf  SHid.  we  will  not  pve  \ou  tin-  l;iii(i  ynn  «^k. 
Your  pro|)OKition  is.  ''Iteeeivi*  ntr  into  th-*  Ini-in  with  this 
conhtilutiou.  with  the  ordinary  la;:  N  urantt-l  t'»  thr  states, 
and  wiih  sevent««;n  million  hoiil.-.-."  The  .*>'»'nate  naid,  wo 
will  not  ^ivo  you  lheH>  sevr[it'-i.>n  niillinn.-i. 

Wlien  lhl>  questi<m  was  nnd«T  d'-b.ite  .-(■nu-  iikmiIIi  or  two 
aifo,  the  honorable  St-nator  from  IHiti<  is  [.Mr.  T><iu^Ias|  i>tatiMl 
tliat  we  had  not  a  ri;:ht  to  \iiry  llii'  pr"[i<»iti<)ns  at  all:  that 
the  ordinanct.' as  to  hiiid  nin.'-t  p'wilh  th*'  ootislitution.  I 
diifen-d  witli  him  in  that  st:it>-ni(iit.  In  my  ju'lirmeut  the 
constitnti.iu  wa-i  the  busines-^  of  th-  (HuipK*  of  K:ii-..s:is.  The 
laml  and  th«»  iKiundary  were  our  I  H'ini'-h  a"  well  hx  theirs — 
matters  of  contract  lutwit-n  f'tiiii;-;  .nifl  th- refi  re.  if  we 
varied  the  boundary,  or  ^arh**!  the  prf|><i>iti'>ri  in  any  shajN*, 
the  c<)ntract  would  u««t  Ih*  »v'mp'.«te  until  thi>  other  <'.ih'  a-il'-d. 

Mr.  D->niL.iS.  On  the  stfiteim-nt  \v>w  ni.-ide  by  the  .Senator 
from  Georjtia.  we  understand  'hii  nwjfrer  e\!i<tly  alike.  I 
a^ree  you  otmid  not  vary  the  prupo^ition  unless  ,\ou  Ki.'ut  it 
bai'k  b>  them  to  ratify  the  «-)iuni;e. 

Mr.  TooMiis.  I  am  hu[>p>  to  kn-iw  that  we  ;r^rer  in  that 
re«|>ect.  Tliat  is  my  own  p-<siti<  i;.  1  hold  thai:  but  I  •!i>l 
not  uu«Ierstanil  the  Senat'>r  bef.  ri-  as  fr-lni^  t"  tin*  i-\tent 
that  they  had  to  acirepf  it  bef.ire  th-.-  <'iiitr;i -i  liT.um»  li:;.l- 
in>r-  Tliat  w.iji  my  irfi.siiinn  then,  it  {.:  niiiw  t<-ii.iy.  We 
accept  part  of  the  pro|)nsition  of  Katis.is;  we  :t<ie].t  her  r>  i»- 
stilution.  and  we  acivpt  the  r.ill  t'>r  the  m.itn.tr;.  urant  of 
land;  we  r^ect  the  extraonliiu.ry  land  /mnt  of  s.'\..iile^u 
million  acres.  Well,  if  the  Senate  -  bill  had  p  »n>. -1.  ••  !/*• 
cf'mpton."  as  it  is  stunetunes  f:all.i|.  uiih  nr  r.iit>  woril  t-f 
disrient,  ex'vpt  strikini;  out  the  k<  M-nti-en  niiHi>in  a'-n-x.  .<^he 
wonId  not  liave  Wen  in  tin;  I'liion  wirh-iir  tin-  ai-iui:-:  viice 
of  her  people  in  that  chaniie.  It  hhe  ii.i  i  <i:,.ini/e.i  ipi  >i;ite 
(nivernment  uud<.:r  the  i!oi.>iituti<>ri.  .ift'-r  our  art  o}  admis- 
sion in  tliat  form,  it  would,  ai'eord ill-.;  to  the  e,.ni-ral  pra':tico 
hitluTto.  l>e  an  a'^ijiiiesivnci-:  1  u;  h-T  p;op'.-lti-:ii  being 
cliaii};eit,  she  c«>nld  not  ciinn>  into  th<!  l'n'.<>n  \viih<Mit  au 
agreement  to  f>r  an  ai-nuie-r.-iire  on  her  ii;irr  in  the  rhunire. 

That  wouhl  have  U-en  ibe  i»-;nlt  of  ihe  .S.-nafe's  bill. 
KauK.ns  could  have  rejt-i  teJ  it.  She  jimde  ;iri  i^tfer.  We 
rejected  her  olb-r  in  \>^r*.  We  ina-li-  her  .i  iropi>iiiou.  .^he 
ciiuld  hdve  rejictdl  that:  hinl  wbeie  w  nW  the  parties  haro 
l^-en  tinn?  She  wuuM  have  !.ieu  aU-^v-  Av  ^x-x-t — \a^.  ^ 
terrib >riivl  coU'UUoxv.  YVivTo  \*  >k\v*t v  \\\"  V<f \\v.v»  s  V^  ^ <nv^^ 
bare  pbicvd  bst.    It  \}hA  cviun «u\.v^\i. \ijA  \v».-.si\ "Ov^^a  \<x^mx  v^ 
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ttmragb.  That  bill  wnii.  In  my  opinion.  Wi«e<]  on  this  ftin- 
damental  error — that  Cunfcms  had  a  Hi^tit  to  rrfiin*  Vt  Hilniit 
KAniia«  an  astatii,  nnl«f«<  Kanifaii  woulilftitcrinUiannntrart 
Vlth  thtf  gfneral  (i;riTiTninfiit  whriv >>y.  in  mn>*uierall<>n  of 
oprtain  laii«I  i;mntii,  tht*  new  ntntc  would  rvWiM  Mrtain 
powe  «.  whi  -h  ar^  n^Nvine  I  In  the  follnwiiiH:  p^  iviiin: 

'•Tin*  fi<n»j?»iliij;  pruHihltl'Mi*  htTflii  offtinKl  nrn  on  the 
oonditlon  thai  mild  state  of  Kaii«fl^  ^Imll  never  inu-rfere 
with  the  priinury  diipiwiil  of  the  lauds  •  if  the  United  2^tnteK, 
or  with  .iny  rHituI.irlon  which  0(Mi^n'rt<i  may  And  nei'e^'iNry 
fbr  Mourhitr  the  title  in  Hnid  <s<>il  to  f^ftna  ^fith  purchawrt 
thereof:  and  tli:it  no  t:ix  shall  U>  impoHfii  on  lands  helnnt;- 
Ing  to  the  IJniteil  Siateit,  and  thnt  in  no  crs»  phall  non- 
rBaid*«nt  proprietors  lie  tnxed  hhrher  than  r^iiients.  Sixth, 
and  that  saM  Htnte  shall  ni'Tor  tax  the  laud^  or  property  of 
the  I'nitvil  7^tjite4  in  that  ttiAU." 

The  leadln*;  piiem  in  AlHlmma  wliirh  adrneates  that  bill, 
Hid  It  was  nei-Ho-ary  to  niak«)  these  pmpo«itions  a  eondltion 
preeedent  to  aiJmii«ion,  lie<;ause.  otherwise  **  the  rlsrtat  to 
tax  and  dispow  of  the  palilic  domain  would  be  wholly  lu  the 
hands  and  at  the  meny  of  the  stute,  if  she  ebooe  to  exer- 
dae  li:'—{n'H,ff<U;nit*fni.] 

One  of  the  ahli*st  sup|iort«rs  of  Uiat  UIl  in  th«  i^onate, 
laya,  '^The  oonsiMiu(>nrH>s  of  admlttioic  ik  Kt"t*!  without  a 
rero^nltion  prt>ceiiunt  of  the  rl;!hts  of  the  VnitM  StatH<i  to 
th«  puMie  domain,  am  in  my  opinion,  the  transfer  of  the 
useful,  with  the  itminent  doniain,  to  the  penplv  rtf  the  state 
thus  admitted  without  re«erTation." — [litm.Jtff.  Dari*.] 

AnotliHr  prominent  advocatfl  of  tfiat  hill  said  In  the 
Senate,  in  siteakinj;  of  Wm  Mil  ami  the  Kansa.'*  constitation. 
**  wo  do  not  alter  that ;  we  accept  that  part  of  your  proposi- 
tion, and  we  irlte  you  the  ordinary  n^nint  of  land,  but  we 
vlll  nut  ztve  yuu  the  extra  seTente<'n  million  acT»s  that  you 
elaim.  If  they  will  not  a<ree  to  this,  what  Is  tht*  ennse- 
oiuineo  ?  The  )«irp:nin  is  nX  an  end.  of  nmrw  the  rtinstitu* 
UOD  fiil.x,  the  opliuary  ({rant  fails,  and  she  is  in  a  territorial 
oomittiim.*' — [Hon.  Utihtrt  ISmmh*.] 

Tho8<*  extracts  show  the  nrlnctpl<4  npon  which  the  con- 
tevnee  bill  r**«t«.  as  defined  by  its  fHends. 

Now,  n.*  1  haTeiihown  that  KauMs  is  entitled  to  admisMon 
**as  soon  as  possvlble.  eon^i^tent  with  the  principles  Of  the 
Tedenil  ('oiKtitniion.*'  it  ftllows  that  the  principles  altove 
quot*."!  a.1  cri>und  for  her  reji»ction.  nnle*s  sne  aecepteti  the 
prnp-'eiit ion  df  Cmf^reKS.  to  l>e  valid,  must  he  **ln  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  If  tbey 
•re  not.  then  the  conference  hill  is  funchimentally  an  error. 

I  think  that  I  shsU  be  able  to  shout' that  it  is  a  fundamental 
error.  l»y  the  ileri*<ii»n  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
BtatHH. 

The  Irin-N  in  tin"  t^'rrltory  lnOongr  to  the  iren»»ral  govern- 
ments :iM  trii't'.**'  ti»r  the  stMtt««  What  is  cilb'ti  the  i^minriit 
dftmtnt.,  Ik  vestnl  in  the  I'nltisl  States  "for  thn  puntoses  of 
tenip'Tjiry  'riiwrninful''  al<>nf.  \Vh«-n  th«»  territory  Kvimu'S 
a  st:it".  till'  n<'W  *litH  ffU'i'i-e  N  at  oive  to  the  Hirhts  of  emi- 
nent clojutin — nnd  noibl'i'^  rvui.iiiH  Id  thi*  Unite^l  St  it-s 
but  thi'  jiii!iii''  1:iii(Ih,  TIii-s«'  i«rir<*i|i|i's  fir«>  nut  n»'w.  'Ih-v 
havM  iM-e  1  ili-'-lnn-il  to  l«*'fiirrrrt  hy  the:*iif.re»ne  Onirt  of  tlii» 
Unil'-l  >t:iti's,  hi  I'oll.inl*!*  Iji^^w  vs.  IIn.i;»n  el  ul.,  iil 
H<iw;jr.r!4  111-]!.     In  that  ''a^f  the  court  «\v: 

'' \V|.  till  .';  a  {>r<i|>Mr  ex.indniiti''>n  «ir  IhitiHiOij'V-t  will  sluiw 
tliat  tho  I!fiiti  it  Stall-"*  WfVfT  lu'ld  any  niun{rip;i]  MnviTfiirn- 
ty.  .juris  li  ii'»n  nr  ri/hf  m|  i»(i|1,  in  an<i  t'»  the  territury  of 
whl>-h  Al.-thnni.t  or  nny  of  tin*  new  fit.itirs  wi-re  friinu''!. 
exiHpt.  li-r  trnijiorary  purjMi'M'>,  and  tn  fxe<Mitn  the  trn"*i!4 
erenft-.!  h\  tin-  ru-ts  nt"  llie  \iri;ii)ia  and  Tn-ir;:!.!  l«*ui««laHM>*«t. 
and  til'-  d' i'<N  <if  tlic  fv:-siiiii  exwut'"]  by  th«Mn  tt>  lh»* 
Unlf''d  St  t  ■"■•.  nn-l  the  tru-t-i  m-ireil  by  tli»»  tn-aty  with 
Frnin-.  ot  ;):«fli  \|.rl!.  lso:j.  re.lluir  I^Mii.-»lana.''   Thi*  d'l-cisi m 

tliHii  ]il s  th-  t.Trlt"rie"i.  hh  far  hs  ttiii  j'rlncl;>le  \*  involve  i, 

all  (III  III''  Hniii"  f'>'>tin-.r.  and  the  priti(-i|il*'  aiipliiMl'le  t<i  \lii- 
liani.1  it-  ih'-n  t'O'  njiiili^able  to  K.-in**:!-*.  Th<«  Supn'UH!  (^'n^t 
thi-n  H;iy.  fnrtln-r.  ••  Wh'Mi  Alaliaina  wfis  Hiliiiittt<il  into  the 
Uni'"»n.  'in  rtn  i'.ni:il  fmiiinj:  with  the  itri;^lnHl  i>tate-(,  nhe  su'*- 
oe*^lHii  t'»  .ill  thf  riirht-i  of  *iver«'i,;nty.  jurixdi'^tiun.  an-l 
emiiii-nt  ilmii.-iiii  wlibOi  (itHirui:!  |Nis-(fM<iiMl  ai  the  date  of  th<> 
r*»K«i'>ii.  i'X'"'-iit  H")  fir  a-J  this  rirht  wh**  (linlilli^lmi  by  th<» 
puMI'  inD'l-  rr-mniniiii;  in  |» <S!.i'«fsion  aii<l  under  •■••ntrnl  nf 
thi"  rnit.->l  St.iti's.  fur  tin-  t»Mnpitriry  pMrixj-i'-pnivitlf-l  for  in 
the  df-'l  "f  if»i<.i,,ri.  N«»lhln'i  nMiiiiiiu'd  lo  ih»'  I'niliHl  SLifi-* 
acc«»r-liiii  to  th.'  ti-rnis  of  lb''  iivrr»«'nieijt.  and  the  lei:l<|.itlTi« 

act'<  <*oiit t<-<l  w\'Y\  it.  but   thi*  puMi'*  Inniis.      And  if  an 

expri"«->  vilpiihiti-ni  li.t'l  \>*^'\\  iii-i<rt*<d  in  th«>  H:ri'"<'ini'nt. 
irrantin-.:  lb"  iriniii''i;i-il  ri;bt  of  s'ir»"nMirnty  anii  •■nilm'iit 
dom.-ii'i  t '  »ii"  liiite'l  Sf.tt"*.  sm'li  ^•tipul-ttion  Mould  Imve 
Ihh'H  \'M  :«n"l  iiiopiTHtlv." ;  iN-can-ii'  th  •  I'liitfl  States  have 
no  i'i)ii,f  itiiti'.ii.-il  ■MpM-ity  to  H\i»n">^  •  ninnli'ipal  juriniiiftion. 
i«*-ivi'r.-i  Mjiv.  or  iMiiini'iit  iloiniiiii.  wlThin  th--  llmiis  of  a  stato 
or  ••i-'M  Ii'Ti'.  <-x''>*pt  in  c:i.'=»"<  in  whl'-h  it  i^oxpn-.i-ly  t?rant»Hl'* 
Jby  llii-  Ki-l.Til  t'on^iltntion). 

Iij  lb"  ■'piiii'-n  of  th-"  niin-t.  thi-n.  it  wi'in-*  that  neither  an 
act  of  r«!i-^r-s-  r'"|iiirin-.'  tbi*  a-i^'iil  of  Khiis-ik  (nor  an 
ac>"«'5t  ;mc''  of  that  p-'Hiir-ni'-nt  bv  Ivin-.iK'  li>  a  <llsavowal 
of  aTiv  ri.r)it  to  till*  i-iniriiMit  ili»in:iin  i)\-r  the  pulilic  l.tinN. 
would  'ii-  latn  to  iviiifi^r  on  O'n^rn*-*  anv  rl^ht^  inoi<iunt  to 
the    emiuent    damuiu,    fur    mu>-1i    would    b>.*    ''void    and 


I  inoperatlrs.**    The  land*  beloof  to  the  UnllMl  ffUtta    At 
j  soverei^n-rounlclpiil  powarorerthem  bal.iaics  to  tba  ilatu; 
an<l  n«i  unfc  of  t?on^rera,  or  asaent  of  Kanns,  can  altar  till 
I  state  of  tbincs. 

I<el  us  apply  theae  principles  to  th«  onnfinvnr^  bflL  T!:e 
first  and  senmd  of  the  conditions  prervdent  n-q aired  If 
Conjrress,  it  Is  now  rlwur.  are  "Told  and  Inoperative-"  in  ibt 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Ooart,  beeanse  KaiiMM  had  no  rlM 
in  the  public  lands,  anil  tliersfora  could  uo  B'tre  InlerHn 
wlrh  their  sale  by  their  owmT.  than  aha  nmld  with  a  Mb 
of  hi*  lands  by  an  Indivltlnal  rltlaen. 

The  fiinrtb  eondltion  prwcedeat  la  of  the  aam^  tiuamum, 
the  Constltnilon  of  the  ITnitM  Mat^i  fbrtdddln^  a  stM  ti 
tax  the  proptirtT  of  a  non-resident  Mghar  than  «dmllar  U^ 
perty  of  a  rfwddeiit.  dee  ease  of  Wik-y  tb.  Paimer,  U  Al» 
bama  Uepurtii. 

These  ((uevtlons  have  all  been  adjudlrat^l;  and  the  caaiti 
have  Jurisdiction  over  them,  ami  the  Ounstitutkoa  of  At 
United  States  preTalis  over  any  stete  anartniant  or  avn 
oonstilutional  provinlon  oo  the  intflnet. 

Tliese  rlewa  were  relied  npon  by  ConfcroM,  when  ibe  ad- 
mitted Califiwnta,  a  fi«e-soll  state,  and  at  thr  aame  ttoa 
rejecteil  her  land  ordinance:  and  on  thaae  prlnclpha  the 
Senate  Kansas  liill  was  ba^ed.  Why  were  thi^  m  svdduly 
departed  from  In  the  onnferenra  Mil! 

The  remaining  ooodltlona  relate  to  tha  taxing  powen  of 
the  state. 

No  one  etmtends  that  Concreas  can  alter  a  cnnatitntloDa] 
power  to  tax,  In  a  atate  constitution.  Thr  ordinal  Ihirliin 
t-tatea  had  that  power,  and  were  not  required  to  ci'Dcede  It 
before  admission ;  and  Kansas  had  a  rlffht  to  a<1nilsslnti  n|)on 
an  equal  footlnfc  with  the  old  states.  Snppoae  Kanima  tbnoM 
say  to  the  general  gorernmcnt  **  I  do  not  cbooM.>  to  yidd  mj 
soVerflfiu  riKlit  to  tax  pn>i>erty  within  my  bcnlers  Ibr  any 
quantity  of  land — ^I  therefiirs  will  make  no  contract  with 
you  r*  Will  it  lie  pretended  that  (^jngmai  roald  keep  Ki 
sas  out  of  the  Union  on  that  acconnt  ?  If  It  Is  eo  eon' 
I  demand  the  danae  in  the  (/onstitntlon  giving )t  that . 
Conicress  may  reqnirs  that  the  constitution  shall  ba  i«pnbtt- 
cnn— Conjcretw  may  require  that  her  boundarl'W  be  reaaofr 
able:  hut  where  does  Gongrww  get  the  |Mtw«T  to  raatrkt 
exerrljB'  of  that  hiirliest  attribute  of  sovereignty — the  power 
to  tax  property  within  the  limiu  of  a  new  aute}  Hnt  It  Is 
re|died.  wi*  elaim  no  such  power  fir  Oongrcos,  we  only  dakn 
that  unlefts  Kansas  yiel<ls  the  right,  she  shall  not  he  adalttid. 
This  yIeliU  tin*  (luestion  that  Omgraw  has  no  right  to  force  tha 
Htatn  to  rvtit  rii-t  its  taxing  power,  hut  claims  that  CVrngrea*  may 
rt'fiise  adniifsinn  of  the  ctate  unieaa  It  Is  restricted !  This  il 
whipping  the  devil  arouuil  the  i«tump.  It  la  u^lng  one  fo^tct 
of  Crtnjjn-s*  for  the  pur|»<H«eof  »etting  the  exer»:l.«»*  nf  anrtihi^ 
whii-h  do*-?*  not  li*'li>n^  tti  It.  Knt  I  »U*ny  that  0»ncreas  can 
iiiakii  \\\\*  a  t;r«>iind  of  refuml  of  ailmiisiou — b^iuse  the 
treaty  wi»b  Fr.ini-»»  obtained  tht*  p|i»ilKt"if  Om-^ree- ti>alaiit 
the  inhabit:int-<  of  the  n»*w  territory  "as  imin  a*  f*>Mitle 
iu-1-.inlinj;  ti»  tlin  ]>riii<-ipb-i  of  thn  F«l«*Tal  O'ln-iiliiHrn." 
'Ihi*  principl"-  >if  lliat  rontiitnll'in  an-  tliat  tin*  p-  w^r*  ext 
deli-t;ated  to  lb«' I'nittHi  Static  by  ibe  Cmxtituti'in  horppv 
hit'JM'.l  liy  it  to  rb'-  ht.i»— '.  an*  rritrv>l  in  thrtttt>ji  rr<}nrt  Mi. 
or  Xft  till*  |i«*<<plf."  Th**  {fiwi'r  to  tux  land  wiihin  iL*  iBtrvi^r* 
Ik  a  ••  n'iM'rvi*.!  ri-ibt."  aiul  nny  atti-mit  by  roni:r»-M  t*.-  f«Tf^ 
a  erant  of  sm-h a  right  by  ilenyinic  thr-  «tat«* alnii<-^irin  n<i!e«« 
she  yield'  it.  in  th**  face  of  that  treaty  Mipulatixn.  i*  in  orpfw 
(iitioit  to  the  tipirit  an>l  "  the  primiplen  ut  the  Ft>.1fnd  Oen- 
stitntli>n." 

It  ic  MiM.  however,  that  Kan^<  ai<keil  too  much  lan.l  sad 
Oini^n'SH  Hhiiuld  not  have  yii*lile>l  to  that  ro<|ii'>rt.  I  a^nve 
bt  thiit.  Hut  th>'  nccnptanie  \yr  rt-jiartlon  of  th-*  land  nidi* 
nance  and  tho  a-IniiMlon  of  the  stati*.  an*  twi» entire! v  distlaci 
niea-ures.  Th<»  land  ortlinani'e  ami  th»»  •■■•n«.tit«ti--n  »e!M 
two  distinct  ni-ttters — in  no  way  ■b*|-enilent  on  each  otlKf— 
for  the  state  ni;iy  refii-M*  to  a<rept  of  muy  di-nn't-n  of  litl 
from  the  ir»Mieral  pivernment  an<i  not  yi»*M  ou»*  nf  her  -o»,- 
rei<.rii  rights.  Th<>  new  atatM  was  entitle*!  to  aiini^^ixu.  hct 
bad  no  rl^ht  to  any  mon*  Uii<i  than  <'ongrt«w4  sli-uiM  cli^^^ie 
t«i  t;ive  her.  Tlie  atate  had  a  ri:;ht  Ut  W  in  thi*  I  ni-  n.  wiib 
or  without  land;  and  0>n-.;n*.«s  on  Just  prini-ipl*^  wi«  :ti 
duty  iMinml  to  admit  h«>r;  but  ini^rht  iiay  to  In  r.  wi>  ri-j<«rt 
your  application  |i)r  land,  and  ni.ike  another  pr  prwilk*n. 
wbii'h  the  slate  could  acc»*ptor  n-j»*ct.  But  Oiis»;rf%*  ^»d  w^ 
ritflii  t'j  wiy,  ViMir  adml.tsion  »*hall  <li>|HMid  «'*n  \<iir  a.TWfii..; 
t<»  our  lan«l  pn)p'»silion.  Here  is  the  vi«i«  of  th»»  rrtnfcf^in* 
bill,  In  a  cinistitutional  and  l<*<.rsl  vlxw.  Oint:n-«N  rv-fjsi«l  te 
till*  new  stAtn  Its  undoubti-<l  rii(ht  of  ndniit-lon.  and  la 
onler  to  iti«  enjoyment  of  that  rl.'ht  ilemanded  <-f  XYv*  >titw 
the  rifiitriction  of  another  of  {ts  rights. 

Ah  a  nieature  of  policy,  in  my  opinion.  th»«  ccnf-renc*"  Nil 
was  a  Ui'l  one.  Tlie  object  of  the  frne^^Ml  op|ii*it»i«n  was  to 
obtnln  a  chance,  tbrouith  the  vote  of  ihe  p^»pb'  <*f  Kansas, 
to  destroy  the  T/>«'ompton  pnv*ilaviTy  con  silt  utlnn.  Tbs 
objort  of  the  S>uth  was  to  force  an  iitsmt  with  lh*«  North  <«o 
the  admission  of  a  slave  statei  Tbi4  wa^  the  leiriilmst-  i^eae 
arising  umler  and  de!d-.med  by  re)ieal  of  tlo*  >ll<«  uii  nm- 
pnnnife.  The  i^mth  ha«l.  in  every  state,  pU!<il(;>^l  Itartf  to 
meet  all  the  consequences  of  such  laoue. 

Far  better  had  the  Iwue  been  siet.    The  South  had  loos 


tn  couMrailDn  or  wl.  wi  tnk*  It  t 
■nBilnUitb*  Unbm  nnw.    irjvni 
Aim  «hkh  «■  tubwlt  U  jou;  llw 
ttoaiDdall. 
I  MT.  Uuntar*.  w>  do  not  •nhmlt 

Itf  tlw    lUHWMnr*  nilll«nllaaH4  vf    I 
T.  b  Uw(  It  -br 


rt  lt,H 


lbl»ii»>ltlF>ltnnoriha 

^niAt  la  nlw  Ibc  pmpA- 
nnitrul  lUln.  nnwUtn- 

Uh  mmtHuliiHi.    Oi 


If  I  ta- 


ll >  Mntlortil  rn 
mcUj  tkc  UiBi  wMrb  It  In  moivdiiil  ill  nniaii 
IkintnlrnliwoaldiHinln.  ^  tlil*  wimi 
fanSoKir*  nUbmlr  sdbvRd.  and  dcvliui^l  m 
at  lb  jcuf  rlrij.    He  Biy  yoo  A  ■■ 


would  bg  TtTT  III 


IF  li»  Iho  [Kiiirr  tn 


rrnidldlllall'lM' 

irou  i-J«W  »«  »wll-.ti™  w  Ih.  qih'rilan  or 

.wblfbhlWIrMHIrT 

■iKthir  Crmiim  hi  c 

horimwrrnltiiiiatloii. 

llw  hIelMt  pnmtof  ■  ■»>■ 

rlVpDblkkui-tMiH 

<mt  lh»v  UiKt*  iin  mm 
^•■(mnlorindiinichu 

for  ihiltrHni'.  will  m 

n«di  10  oUwUiilH.. 

L-'f'"'rr"~""i': 

bood.    Nov.  1  iptwrhnd  that  but  Rt  ibi>  comnttiuli  tt 

ElbBtni.  but  Rir  TulHlnl  nMuo^  >>iit  Rv  Ibc  urtsftb  o( 
oiidltliiD  Inikint  to  Ibr  othn  Ibttir-mw  utatns  sot  tn 
'    '  til  Itn  nib*!  ODIHi'b'  of  KaniH,  tbRF 
lUhnnrf  hflimn  m«n  tbl>  qiKsMan. 

.nntiV'  In  tb**  <""*'  '■'  nilalvicni. 

_     _  I.  llUlNl  of  oOlThllC  1M  ■  ■liBpln  muMI- 

tnllini,  pcapnMl  oUht  Imnii  and  nnuHtlnni.  «•  bad  to 
■napi  tboo,  ai  (h>  SeiMlnr  ftim  llllW'la 
•DttrtlT— or.  ir  Mr  nkoduy  tii> 
llm.  Tbitlialllbmbla 
Mkblfii      ~       — 


jralBan  yoar  «>*pffri|tatT  hi  Ibk  rv4>«(:  aod  yno  havo  no 
rluhl  tu  d'maiid  vt  tlili  AUttVvA  •<t  •bum  mm  land^ 
BKin  prcuiilaTT  adTaatairK  tni  n4><ulii|  (bh  amtfliiii 
Bwri,  ihno  *acb  of  Din  Mbtr  pkhlrm  Drw  ptiln  thai 
bin  nima  Into  llw  Unliin  bid.    Il'n  will  (In  jna  dial  a»l 


Iba  pHiiid  rrladtilr  tkat  ibn  "Uxbl  dui  io  lome  bm  nnlna 
th*  RBiiihrr  pmcribnl  bj  tlu  Fvdniil  rntio  Ibr  dim  Rctinr 

Fnr  tbiw  m«m,  Ur.  IVvil.lrnt.  I  Hf  that  I  han  no 
ndurtaar*  Id  Totlnc  Kv  Ihi*  pi>i|i-"illi>ii.  1  do  sol  Tot*  IVt 
It  u  *  n«iIir.>alK  •wnio'wii-n.  Imr  I  ben  Xalo.  tbwn  !•  In 
It  nn  e.>nwl<m  by  tb*  Kiwlb  it  by  Iba  tUinlb.  but  a  prH-nl 
■atUnai-at.  Brmlir  biuHl  np-m  n  Lrr*LrlAt.tnTMidurln(, 
•OOMIxnuiaJ  priiKlidFi  and  aa  aurb.  it  not  satj  OMiU  Dj 
•a«ili«n>-.  but  nr  hnrti  natcnrrm. 

Ifr.lltLr.  IvUblnardtthf  ^^■■■iiirAnnaHntisqaM' 
linn  1  bv  in*i  It  l<  pxviM^  Ui  inluull  Ibia  lark  In  Iho  propla 
M  Kaiuv  Unvw  Iben  la  a  iwitinntlnn  of  tbclr  land  |*«- 
»4lllun.  and  It  hi  nnvwirT  ti<  •uhuill  It  bmuar  tt  li  BU^k 
M.  »«4H.-t|nal(,wh;t1i-llntiVii>ilaMndUiintHDd 
It  bark,  i't  that  wodlOwl  th>  im^aitilon  mnally  witb  tbb, 
bnl  MUl  Ibal  admlttrd  Iba  alali  vlthnul  ih  uliaAiilini  T 

Mr.  TiMiiiiii.  Tbat  la  truri  but,  ai  I  rIatiO.  Iba  conn- 
QValiHii  iroulit  hiiTi*  hi'rn  llw  aamn.  vltb  or  vllbout  aab- 
ntiiloii.  t  ilo  Ml  think  (lili  nibinl*4<>n  timtHaj  to  In 
pnt  In  Iba  Ull:  but,  KmnllnK  lo  Iba  uriiilnal  »'Ula  Mlt, 
Wlltout  lla  bilBf  ogalnalMl  In  tb«  bout,  Kantu  amid 


™  "'( !rk'»™';!!;'th,'",lKiES 

Ituw  ^/n.■.■.pt  a  ni.-iili.|.li,.nof 


lad  aultaorl»d 

iHlniT.  In  Uh-  oOmt  naa  tl  km  r.'fiTri-l  ^•  tlir  p—plp'V^ 
luwa.  and  Iowa  n4miid  It.  and  piuJr  ■  w«  •'ii'^iltiitkiB 
iutiMti''><ly-    I  aaj  tbat  ir  It  wi«  U"!  Ibm  Un-  r..n-> 

SiHicra  InwM  bi-  (ho  HDC  a<  TVniuh  It  urn?  tllpn:  Slid  r 
onUt  Dd  baTf  ■djiK'tfd  tn  It  if  it  iind  Iwii  in  tlw  i.ii:.-inal 
•nut*  litll.  Til-  kval  i'nn«.|'iiii.<'B  w.nild  ba  til*  unu, 
ahetbtT  II  WM  lhn<  or  not. 

Stnatnr  WiMnf  Obln,  iu  tbo  *iuN..  A]iril  Klh,  l-W.o 

to  tbo  will  ami  slahiHi  otth'^  uiillti  "'f\>.i>M>  as  I"  ih"  .'•■n- 
atiloHva  nndcr  whkh  Ibty  rli'iuM  ]li-.  11  »■•  I'-nivndnl 
-n  thauBi-rida  Ihat  lb«  nniplis  artliik-  t1ir.iUi:h  IIh'  firniaiif 
-iw,  bul  ftaiard  a  ehiuIiuIhiu  wbkli  «imhl  M  l>-  nl.ll^to- 
Tj.  Un  the  ntlur  Land,  Ihul  flui<iliail<iii  wan  BhHiUal  hrn 
b;  lb*  oBiaaililoih  oa  Ibr  ipiunil  iIihI  ii  mil.  ail  iiiivrpn- 
•Hrfirnurtha  Kill  oT  llw  iu>.il(ji.f  Ibi- |ai<|il>' »r  KanHU; 
■hat  It  wan  (01  np  by  ttVki-ry  aiiil  \y  fnii.J.  aiul  lint  lb* 
>4i>ilVoftlM|ipi^irnibtiiiii  ti  1>' !!'ii-riinl  by  It.   Ilina 

rhkhriMMatblnlnMruarnLhirl  MllHit  ■V^nFiiVulll.n! 
.lia  panple  hail  pnvkiual)  ui-4  an.]  rmiiiKl  ■millu'r  nini>tita- 
liiAt  whlr^  Ihvy  i^alli^i  IbiilT  f^in^lltiilliin,  ami  wbi^h  tbo/ 

.....  ^."-nii^i  ,1^  ,j,i  rf  ||„  „^,  ,„j.,  ,f  ,1^  ^„,^.  (,, 

I  Bllirk-lnlhr'r>.i-kan.ii.-llinili.n. 
.  ilr,  wbrii  thi<  n.Biuilttn.'  wn  al-mt  bi  pan  b/aU 
lb>  pnoiutlbnn  that  Iwil  vor  W't-i*.  and  to  aul-tllul*  a 
iHv  un,  bo*  nar  II  mmlil  bai-  li-ni  firlbi'Bi  I'iniv.  In 
Iwrfivt  Juliwand  ralFKMi  bialL  -v.,  alLl  n>,i  lili- tW  lint 
ronMKnlliin  n 


rill  thn-w  kith  III 


IvIbearlUur  llii' 


i«  tbla  maiiilWIi-l  aii.l  rumil 
nila,  and  Ihi';  aliall  Imt  IILhh; 
'    tor  that  ]ianrv  th-  noinn] 

IpraCTdHll  llii'y  wklli  .1— tlirl 
att  art  Cir  UlBuiri.ni.  w  hm 
ihlhiiva  Minii  iiu  i.M-<-iii<u  i. 
■itait,  pnip>illl"iii-f  Ihat  kiii'l 


IhHV   li;iv.'   I 
>l-ll  null!  Ill 


Sirlhi9iia)>l.'M  on 


mliiathiB 


'r,i'\'. 


K  Ihr  \f* 


(it  llw  I'iiliini'ur'-lr.'-.'    Tb:it|.r 

trndthat  tbr/rani.lanillivllTnnlr'hll  iL  In  : 
'-'  \  and  thniwn  lai-k  l'>  ik-  |"'.|-li'  t"  iii" 

llhv  Tlrl'l   llilM  tar  r'  lliL  riM-'ii-  ai 
bwlbMiaildr.wnlt..ll..in.  •Ii'.-ln.- 


rlll  nT  tha  pnifili'  \  that  il 

M-lifon  waa  ftiiuabt  ■ 


tbaTJ>I«K'.  witb 
It.  Tint  >aa  th 
Bnulhrrn  prntipB 
Nixr  tiiry  ban 
and  I  lliaiikll.. 


triilFpni|drmb>|«.rfiil>.>oi]i.'l.i'.iAiip|..!i 
nntkt  thnnibilt  dlnTtli*  tVllmny  nun 
tha  1tA.\atr  in  ahlrh  thin  1T<0.'~ltl'«i  l< 

HiltlllBi-vh  a  plain  anil 


iGaswiii',  m,TuVwiutu  'i- 
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bftTe  WKr,  would  any  sane  nation  make  vat  on  eotton? 
Without  firing  a  gun.  without  drawing  a  swonL  ahould 
thej  make  war  on  \u  we  eouJd  bring  the  whole  world  to  our 
ivet.  The  South  is  perfectly  competent  to  go  on,  out*,  two, 
or  three  years  without  plantlug  a  mwd  of  cotton.  I  believe 
that  if  eht*  wav  tn  plant  but  half  her  otitton.  fSor  three  years 
t9  come,  it  would  be  an  immense  advantMicu  to  her.  1  am 
not  m  sure  but  that  after  three  years*  total  atwtlnunne  «he 
would  come  out  stronger  than  erer  she  was  before,  and  liet- 
ter  prepared  to  enter  afresh  upon  her  groat  career  of  enter- 
prise. What  would  liappen  if  no  cotton  was  fiiniiHhe«l  fur 
three  years?  I  will  not  8tup  to  depict  what  eTer>'  one  ran 
imagine,  but  thi^  Im  certain :  EnKland  would  topple  head- 
Jong  and  c.irry  the  whole  civilized  world  with  her,  save  the 
South.  No.  you  dare  not  make  war  on  t-otton.  No  power 
on  earth  dares  to  make  w.tr  up'iu  it.  Cotton  is  king.  Un- 
til lately  the  Bank  of  Kn;;lani]  wan  king,  but  she  tried  tn  put 
her  screws,  as  usual,  the  fall  before  last,  upon  the  cottun  crup. 
and  was  utterly  vautiuislied.  The  laxt  power  has  been 
oonquiTttl.  Who  can  doubt  that  has  loi>k«!d  at  renent 
eventa.  that  cotton  in  Kupremef  When  the  abuse  of  credit 
had  di>tToye<i  credit  and  annihilatetl  cunflilouce,  when 
thituHau'lf  of  the  ntrungest  commercial  houstM  in  the  world 
were  couiinsr  down,  and  liundredc  n(  miUii'ns  of  dollani  of 
fuppo^tti  pro|>t>rty  evaporating;  in  thin  air,  when  you  came 
to  a  d>*H<l  lock,  and  reToiutionn  were  thrMiiencd.  what 
brought  yciu  up?  Knrtitnately  fiir  you  it  wa^  the  cr>m- 
menrenient  of  the  cotton  season,  and  we  have  poured  in  upon 
you  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  Just  at 
the  criNii  to  -vlt^  you  from  destr ucU<  ^n.  Tiiat  cotton,  hut  for 
the  burstiiig  of  your  speculative  bubbles  In  the  North, 
which  pr>flii(vii  the  whole  of  this  convulsion,  would  have 
brought  IIS  $lUU.(KK).iXX).  We  have  sold  it  for  $*)5,U00,0()0, 
and  Nivetl  you.  Thirty-fivo  million  dollars  we,  the  slave- 
buldeni  of  t'li4*  South,  have  put  into  the  charity  box  fur 
your  magnlticcnt  financiers,  your  "cotton  lonL,"  your 
"m«fn'li:int  princes." 

Uut,  sir,  the  greatest  strHn;»tIi  of  the  South  arises  from 
the  harinouy  of  her  poUlii-al  und  siK'ial  inittitntlonii.  This 
liaruioiiy  giveo  her  a  frnuie  of  ioK*iety,  the  best  in  the  world, 
and  an  "xtfut  of  political  friH^lom.  combined  with  entire  9^ 
rurity.  such  at  no  other  people  ever  enjoyed  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Shmi'Iv  precedes  goveriiinent:  creates  it,  and 
ought  to  contril  it:  but  as  far  ns  we  can  look  hack  in  histo- 
ric times  we  tiiiil  the  case  dliren-nt:  for  government  Is  no 
■ooner  cruatcil  than  it  bfcom<-!i  to«i  strmg  fur  S(N*iety,  and 
ahape.i  nnil  mouido.  as  well  as  controls  it.  In  later  centuries 
tlie  proLrrffci  of  civilixation  and  of  intelli'^entM  haa  made  the 
diVHrg»'n(:«!M>;^reat  as  to  prfxiuw  civil  wars  and  n*voliitions: 
and  it  i"«  Tiotiiiii^  now  l)ut  the  w:iiit  of  iiurmony  l)*>twitt'n 
gOTenim"tir«  niid  >i(K-ii'tic-<  which  itcciuoionN  all  tiie  unt^asi- 
nes-i  aiiii  tri)ii)>le  and  terror  that  we  see  abroad.  It  wn-t  this 
that  l"r'U:;ht  (m  thi<  .\m-rican  revolution.  Wc  thniw  olF  a 
goveruiii<-iit  not  a-iapti-d  to  oiir!<o<'iaI  M_v>u..ni.  anil  mad<-  one 
f«»r  onr<«'lvi-B.  Thi'  iju-- tii>n  i-*.  how  far  have  w«  su<"nt'«lfd? 
The  S>iHh.  fi  far  a.*  that  is  i-)jncerued,  i.-t  .•mli.srK."!,  harmo- 
IiImU".  Jiiil  pri»*p.'ii>u-«. 

In  all  «'H'i:il  My'.tfnH  then  niuit  be  a  fiia**  to  d«»  Uu:  me- 
nial ilii'.i»'«,  to  iKTiorin  th«'  flrudp»ry  of  life.  That  i-*.  a 
rlN.Ku  ri'>|iiiriiiz  l>ul  a  lnw  onlcr  of  inlHlltrt  and  but  litth; 
skill.    It'.  n"iiil!-it<'-*  iir.;  \i..x<»r.  «li«'ility.ti<ii-lily.    Sm-li  a  clats 

f'ou  nin»t  have,  or  v-n  would  n^t  liavo  thiitoth«*rclas>  which 
rjuls  pri»jc:r«'i<"<,  civili/iitlon.  and  reflioMnent.  It  n)ii.'ititutes 
thf*  very  iiiii  Isill  otsH-ii'ty  aihl  of  poliiioal  governno'nt : 
and  you  Mii.ht  as  wdl  Hlti-iii[it  to  tulM  a  liou.-^e  in  the  aims 
to  bnild  '-hhiT  thri  oner>r  thi>  other,  except  on  thii  iiiuil-iill. 
Kortunai'ly  fur  the  S'Uth.  "hf  foutnl  a  r»ic<»  a-Upteil  to  tli.-«t 
purp'i'fe  TO  h'T  hand.  A  nic,i  ltifi'ri«)r  t«»  ht-r  own.  but  «iiii- 
m^ntly  ■{iia'itled  in  tcifip'T.  in  viu'<>r.  in  diN-ility.  in  capa<*ily 
to  Hfriiil  tliM  cliinate.  t«i  miswer  all  her  pur|«»-<'<f«.  We  u«' 
thenv  I'lr  i-iir  piirpuso.  and  (-all  thi'tn  sbives.  Wrfoutid  flh'in 
siavi-s  liv  the  "fMiiiinoii  o>n«<«'nt  of  lu.iiikinil."  whi<'li.  a«'- 
/onli:i;r  t»  (.'icTi.  "hj-  tfttnrn  ht''  Th-  hiu'hifst  pni'»f  «)f 
what  i*  Nafun*'-*  law.  W'v  .tre  <)Mft'i|ji<ni«''l  at  thi»  South 
c»»t:  it  i-  a  W'»pI  di-irardi-d  n"w  by  "i-ar<  imllt*';"  I  will  nnt 
«*hara-"!<'r  i/.-  thatchiM  at  tin*  .North  witli  that  ti-rra;  but  vou 
havi-  it:  it  l-i  thiTi- — it  ]•*  evrrywlnTe— it  Is  i>t»rnril. 

Tb''  S-'ii:iT-'r  fri>in  New  York  saiil  j-esterUny  that  the  wliole 
world  h  1-1  NUiIi-hinl  slavt-ry.  Ay.  thi'  ii-mir.  tiiit  not  tlie 
thinn:  nil  the  pn»vi-rs  of  the  earth  cHnnut  nl-ili-h  that. 
0'<'i  oijl'.  lan  d')  it  wh"M  b<.*  r«'|M-nls  th"  _/?■»/,  "thi-p-nir  Vf 
a!wa\N  \\iw-  with  y<iii:"'  fir  the  man  who  U\fs  tiy  il.-illy 
lafmr.  Mii'l  s.'!iri'<'I_v  livi-s  at  titat.  and  »li'>  hiiH  to  put  (Mit  ni- 
Isli^T  Im  th  •  inarkit.  :in'i  tnkn  the  N'^t  he  i-aii  j:<'\  lor  it;  in 
short.  \'\\r  nh'ile  lii/eMni;  rla<s  of  uimnial  l.tiMirei-N  Ami 
••  uperatiM-fc."  iH  y(iu  «"all  tlu-in.  are  i— i4i»titi.Tlly  •'I.-ivi-h.  Th" 
difTi'rein-e  lii>i«-if>n  us  is*,  tlmt  our  nlavi««  an*  liiri>d  P-r  lif" 
and  villi  coinp<'n*»at.'d :  tlr-ri- is  no  siarvati')n,  tm  Uvirin-.:, 
no  want  of  rni|il<>vii)ent  a:iMni;  our  piiiplc.  .imi  niit  t**.! 
much  ••iiipk.yineiit  i-ithcr.  Y'»ur.«  are  hir»«l  hv  tli"  day.  not 
cariil  fur.  and  <raiiiily  conipMiHnted.  whieh  nuiy  U-  provml 
in  the  ni')-:i  painful  ni.inner.  at  any  hi<ur.  in  any  .•itr«H-t,  in 
any  of  ynr  large  toivns.  Why,  yon  nie<'t  more  l««i''i8r?'  in 
one  day.  In  any  finirle  street  ot  the  city  of  New  Yi»rk.  than 
you  would  meet  in  a  lUelime  in  the  whole  tiuuth.    We  do 


not  think  ttiat  whltea  ahoiitd  be  slaTH  either  by  law  or  ■» 
ceaslty.  Our  slaves  are  black,  nf  another  and  Infierinr  naa 
The  ttatu$  In  whkrh  we  have  placed  them  la  an  eleratMB. 
They  are  elevatefi  from  the  conditkiu  In  which  lioJ  fint 
created  them,  by  being  made  our  slaves.  Ni^iie  of  that  ran 
on  the  whole  face  of  the  glolie  can  be  compared  with  the 
t<iaves  of  the  South.  They  are  happy.  cout«nL  ona,<^-lrinA 
and  utterly  Inrsipable,  fh>m  intellectual  weekneas.  rv*T  to 
give  US  any  trouble  by  their  aspiration)*.  Vr.urj«  ar*-  whiti^ 
of  your  own  race:  you  are  lirotners  of  one  Idikml.  Thry  irs 
your  ei|UalM  in  natural  endowment  of  Inteltect.  and  thry 
feel  galled  by  their  dei;rad;ition.  Our  slaves  di^  not  mCih 
W«t  gi^e  them  no  |KiIltie«|  |HiWfr.  Vunrsdo  t'd«*.  ai.d  WibC 
the  majority,  they  are  the  deiMisitarien  fif  ail  ynur  (Miirtal 
power.  If  they  knew  the  tvi'niendnus  ^eiTrt  ttL.tt  the  l«l- 
lot  Ik)X  Ix  stron^ier  than  "an  a-'my  with  liauners/'  a-  d  rould 
combiue,  nhere  would  yiiu  Im;?  Yonr  SiK-iety  w«.uld  liei» 
constructed,  your  government  overthrown,  jmir  |»rip*ty 
divklcd,  not  an  they  have  nil-takenly  attenii-tel  l>iibii'ate 
sucii  proeeediugs,  hy  niivtlng  in  p.trk4.  with  aruis  In  thi-it 
hands',  but  by  the  quiet  pri>c«*«K  ol  the  l>Rl]oi-b->!i.  Y'ni  fa.i«e 
been  miikin;;  war  U|i4in  U:*  to  iMir  very  henrth stones.  If^w 
would  you  like  fiir  us  to  send  it^-tun-rs  an-l  ajlan^a 
.Vorth.  to  te.aih  these  fiei^plu  thi»,  tu  aid  lu  voujbliiiU|C  awl 
to  lead  them  * 

.Mr.  Wii.so^  and  other*.     JSond  th-m  along. 

Mr.  IUh^ionii.  You  say  send  thein  iilon'.r.  7liere  i>  no 
neetl  of  thaL  Your  people  are  aw.ikin-.;.  TlH*y  aiv  rriBiiaf 
liere.  They  are  thundering  at  onr  dif-in*  f  >r  hcimivt--?iil«.  r.ce 
hundnnl  and  f<ixty  aen>ii  nf  hiiiil  tiir  n  itidi:;;.  aud  Sintheni 
^ienatorji  are  supporliuj  them.  Nay.  th-'V  niv  uwN'mbliii;, 
as  1  have  K.-dil.  with  armx  in  th^'ir  hand*',  and  ilemaiidiag 
work  at  $10t)U  a  year  fur  six  hitur<  n  ihy.  Have  you  hvard 
that  tlie  trho^THof  .Mend<iKa  and  T<<n(uenindn  ari*  !>lalklin:  iu 
the  stre«*ts  of  your  great  ritiex^  Tliat  the  lniiJii«iU->n  h  sC 
hand  ?  There  is  atSiuit  a  fearful  runmr  lh.it  there  liavr  heea 
consultations  flir  VigilaUM;  Cumuiiitn'a.  Vuu  kuow  what 
that  means. 

TraiiMent  and  temporary  causes  have  thus  f.tr  be^n  year 
preservation.  The  great  Witit  tins  In^mi  o]>fn  l>>  V'^r  tn'^ 
plus  iKipulalion.  and  vour  hot\leii  <-f  iiKiiii  |icirl4riiiu  imn^ 
grants,  who  are  crowding  in  year  !•>  y^ar  Thi^y  niake  a 
great  movement,  and  .vou  mil  U  pn>^D'ss.  Whitln-r?  It  is 
progress:  but  it  i*  pnnrress  towards  Vi.:il;inc"  «'«'mniiit»-^ 
The  South  have  sn-taine-l  yuu  in  ii  gn-.it  nie.-i-ur*-  \oti  «■« 
our  ftetors.  You  briii^c  and  curry  f^^T  \i*.  Ono  luretr'^l  and 
fifty  million  dollars  of  our  money  )kiu>-s  iinuu.i'l>  t|ii>>a.:b 
your  hands.  Miu-h  nf  it  sticks:  all  "f  it  aroip.*  t"  k«^ 
your  macliinery  togetlier  and  In  iiii  timi.  Supp  .■«-■  »••  nt-re 
to  <llj«chanie  you;  sup|K>s«'  we  wi-re  to  talve  "ur  imi-i.-i  -^^  xat 
of  your  hxiuls:  we  iihouM  eoiiKi.rn  >•  ;»  ti»  nT:-%r  1  t  ^'iJ 
p»^verty.  You  ei'miplnin  <if  the  rul-*  '-f  tin*  S-ntji :  ii.«;  hu 
i»»vn  another  cau"«t«  that  Iiik  ]ires«-rveil  \t^\i  \\  e  [j  a\,'  «.  ;ii 
111"  p)viTiinient  conservativf  to  the  ensit  poriK***  if  j^^ 
vi-rniiieiit.  We  bnve  plae«>d  her.  .and  k<M>t  b-r.  ii{<<ii  t.>« 
rtinKtltii;i--n:  and  ih:it  lias  N'»-n  the  «-.m-i-  "\  >-..i  j-.i-i* 
and  pii..<p«Tity.  Th^  .^••iiatur  fr  -ni  New  V..-k  -m ««  'lut  il.it 
is  atiout  to  U>  .ft  .in  end;  tl'nl  ymi  inti  ii>l  ii.  i  .k-  \h* 
);i»vernnient  fnun  \\*\  that  it  uill  |ia>«  fi>irn  o-ir  li -t  !«. 
IVrhajts  what  he  stys  is  true;  ii  !ii:.y  U-:  Itot  i.|.i  ii.tf  I  •.-  — 
it  iiiii  never  In^  fi.rjrotteii — it  is  n'liili'ii  on  »lie  trijfi.*!  \HZt 
of  human  lil-tnry — that  wi-.  th-  ilavfljnM.  rs--"  slu-  v-ii'h. 
t'K'k  our  citii'itry  in  ln-r  infmcv.  hfd  alter  vnlhi^  L'-r  i.-r 
sixty  out  of  the  s*'Venty  yertrs  of  h.T  exi-fen-  -.  we  r)i%\\ 
surrendi«r  her  to  you  withnnt  a  •>tiin  "j-mi  Iht  L  -u-f, 
l)t)unil|eMs  in  pn>sjierity,  Incaleulahli-  in  tier  ^tr«'n^th.  t5ie 
Witiiiler  and  the  admiration  «-f  th"  \\<>rld.  Tiin>«  will  >'.i  W 
what  you  will  make  of  her:  ^ut  no  ti:iie  tun  v«<<r  d4iiuiii''h 
i>ur  glory  or  j'our  n.-*|i»in«ibili.y. 

lion.  Hi^NKT  Wi!.«»us  of  Ma.v>sv*hu!H*tts.  Iu  th.-  S-  ii.^:»% 
March  iOth.  1S;>. 

There  wer«'.  Mr.  Pren-leot.  in  the  vi'sr  lv".->.  In  tb'-  'r^) 
Ht«»»s  STT.'HH)  frtrni'*.  c<inf:i>nui.r  li'.^.iixt.'S-i  .■« ■:■..*.  «  V.xx-^  it 
.•:j.l4."i  o'Ni  iMHi;  U'iri'jt  iilfoi  ftj4i  |i.«r  .n- re.  Tl."  |ir.-4ii  T*  «.f 
the-e  tjirnis  ani'iunteij  t«.  in  »ri'  l)i-4ii  i»«iJMii- 1.1.11.1  lb-** 
w»*re.  in  ll|i» -livii -t.ites.  i'li'.i.o  i>*f:iiuiS  eontuUiin:  1  "^  ■ii'.ii-»l 
ri.p"".  talufil  at  .■•l.llT.mMi.oiM.  •i-in-.i  al«i.it   «;   j -••  •r*'; 

and  the  i»r«idii''ti«  «'f  th p!-iot.-i''.'i.ii«  nmi-uoif  i   t  ■  »)' ..i 

^r,;',o.inh).o'h'.  'Ilh- fnrm- '»f  H  •■  .'r-e  Ki.ite-  .itrra.'-i  *U.ui  IJI 
ai-res;  the  •<  ;ivo  •  late  pl.irtall -us  .i\iT,-ij«"«l  ini.-  tli:ii  .iO 
a'-res.  The  .'.l.tK*!  fiirni- '-f  ■'•■lil.  si.tiU' ^l.issiirhu-.-'t-  i*-r 
ii!.'in-.j  (♦.•  .'irii's  eat h.  •  nihri''"  :i.:'ii»i" iv*>  Jinn.  va!"»«-l  al 
*■  .-.."m»  jxr  a-n*.  ani'iuiilin^  l"  4il'.:'H».m.ii):  rii-.ri.i>  ■•  ^n« 
t:iti'MiKi.f  South  t'»ii"linu.  avi-rx  ;bij  .".i**  sen  i«  t  :i.h.  •-»■  ra  « 
1ii.(HKi.<MMi  (if  a-Tt-s.  va1iii-ii  at  ^.'lOS  |H-r  aer^*.  aoi'iuti'.if  f  to 
#v,MKM».iMN».  The  farm-  of  the  fr.-  srai.-s  .ire  ciilihal-d  by 
•_'..iiSMni.)  p(-rx-ins.  and  \leM  a  pr'liicH  in  of  ro-ti  \  ••  f«-r 
aere.  and  mi»n*  than  JJI'tJ  ihtImm  I  i«»eai'h  ikt---!.:  Hi.-  ••»• 
tatiiiii*>  of  the  itlave  Maten  un*  till<-d  t-.v  nion*  !h  .n  -•  .  «  -"f 
IM-rs4itii«.  and  they  yield  a  ]ir<>lii<ti  in  of  h-»i  tl  a.i  ?•  ,ir 
acre.  Hiid  I^im  than  .-!«•••  jn-r  lit-.vl  to  mti-h  pfr-«n. 

Tumindr.  Mr.  I're>i|>lent.  rnun  th»  a.'riculltir^  nf  :li-  twe 
secli'jDB,  k't  us  glaucc  ut  the  m.-tfiufisii  lui>A    Hera  itir  suf** 
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Itf  of  the  North  ituda  conftved.  In  18M,  the  North 
91,000  establijhmeats;  $190,000,000  of  mpital  InTMtfsd; 
&.O0O.0OO  of  raw  materUl  were  UMd;  790,000  persons 
ilojed ;  |tl!M»,OUOi)00  were  paid  for  labor;  anJ  |S4'lOO0.0u0 

0  produced.  Ttae  South  had  only  27,000  estabUiihinf  nU, 
OOaOOu  of  rapital ;  used  $v).OOO.Oi)0  of  raw  material ; 
•Lo>-ed  lOl.OUu  perM>n;<;  paid  $33,000,000  for  labor;  and 
loued  $105,000,000.  Ma»«chuaetts  had  8300  esUbllsh- 
itn;  $8a,Ou0.uOO  of  capital;  used  $80,000,000  of  raw  ma- 
&1:  empiuvtfd  li)o.O()(i  permns;  paid  $40,000,000  for  labor; 

prodacn)  $l5l,U('0.uuo.  South  Carolina  hail  only  14U0 
blbbmeutii;  $7.0t)iMi00  capital;  ubmI  $4.0a0.onu  of  raw 
«rial;  employed  12,000  persons;  paid  $2,300,000  for 
t;  and  produced  $:i.700.iHX).  The  wngt's  of  women  are 
Ivr  in  the  ct>ttuu-miIL4  of  ManachuKeitu  than  the  wages 
■wn  In  UiH  iron  worlitf  of  South  Carolina.    The  pruduc- 

industry  of  Mawachntivtts,  in  maonlacturQa  and  the 
banic  artK,  have  inrreaaed  immenwly  ^ince  1850.    It 

avaragM  $'2Su  per  head;  and  the  productive  industry 
9Ulh  Garuliua  acronlin^  to  De  Dow,  Is  $A'i  per  head. 

1  liow  O'tlimates,  Mr.  CrvfiJeot.  that  one-half  of  the  agrl- 
oral  pitxlacta.  and  all  of  the  manufiurtnres,  an  subjects 
mtmerce.  If  thltf  be  h>.  the  ralue  of  the  produeta  which 
ir  Into  the  commerve  of  the  North  is  about  $1,400,000,000 ; 
«  of  products  of  the  .South,  $4SO.(iOO,000.  The  value  of 
domeatie  cuiiimerce  of  the  cuoutry  is  estimated  to  be  six 

•  larger  tbau  the  value  of  the  iGreigu  commerce.  The 
>rta  an^  exports  of  the  North  amounted  in  1865  to 
.000,000;  the  exports  and  iniporU  of  the  South  to 
lOOOJuuO.  The  im|tortH  and  exptirts  of  the  dty  of  New 
;  aoiountod  to  $27S,uOO,000 — nuve  than  twice  the  value 

•  Imports  and  exportit  of  the  s>outh.  Manuichusetts  ex- 
id  and  impitrted  in  1S55,  S73.UOt>.U00 ;  i>outh  Oarolina, 
iuO,000.  The  North  had.  in  1450,  l>S,0uO  penuns  engaged 
mmeroe ;  the  South.  70,000. 

UKiog  at  the  means  of  transportation,  we  And  that  the 
i  had,  in  Ibuo.  4.250.000  ti.>us  of  shippini;,  valued  at 
00O.OO0;  the  S^iuth.  h.55.000  U>n*  of  rliipping,  valued  at 
(X).OUO.    Tile  North  built  52>t,0u0  Um*  iu  1S55;  the 
1    built   52.U(tO.    ^lartMichusetts    had,  in    that  year, 
)0  tons  iif  shippiuiT.  valued  at  $4$.00fMK)0:  South  Caro- 
lad  iJO.UOU  touts  vslui^l  at  $:i.U00.U00.    Maitsnchusetts 
M.OOO  V.>n*.  value>lat  $4.000.Ui)0;  .Sjuth  Carolina  built 
as.  Taiui*d  at  $:i(iOO.    The  North  Yui*  IS.000  milos  of 
aito,  fti^tlni;   $riOO.0O0.«XiO;    the  South  7000,  coeting 
Uu.OOO.    l'oi>r  MamachuMftta.  that  producer  no  ricH, 
I  up  uo  p:irt  of  ••  Iviug  Cotton,"  has  $55,000,000  io- 
,  in  raiirioil^  within  her  own  borders,  to  say  nothing 
many  millions  she  has  invested  in  other  states.    £>he 
iO,uuthU(i>i  of  hank  rapiul,  and  her  p^Hjr  **  white  ulsves.** 
mud-«ii;is."  lutve  $;i:i.u00.<KH)  dit|Kftiteil  in  her  savings 
.    Kich  ^ulh  Carolina,  with  her  rice  and  her  cotton, 
rested  $12,1^.000  in  railronds;  she  has  $17,000,000  of 
:m>ital ;  but,  uuhHppily.  we  have  no  statements  of  how 
miilioiis  her  *-  well  uompensated,''  *'  unaspiring^  labor- 
re  on  tlepoMit.    Rerhaps  the  Senator  from  South  Caztv 

0  furnish  us  with  tliom*  statistics. 

1  thin  contrast  of  the  pmdurttve  industry  and  mnte- 

•onrces  of  the  two  se«-tions  which  the  >Srnator  from 

Carolina  put  *'  tauce  to  f  ice."  I  |i»ss  to  a  brief  conslde- 

}f  their  institutionM  and  means  of  intellectual  culture. 

slave  states,  laws  fi»rbi<l  the  education  of  nearly  four 

a  of  her  people ;  in  thu  free  Ktatcs,  laws  encourage 

icatlon  of  the  p4*ople.  and  public  opinion  upholds  and 

s  tbuae  laws.    Iu  l&VK  there  were  02,000  schools. 

irarhers.  2.fK)0.n(N)  schnlnrs.  in  the  public  schools  of 

•  states:  in  the  slave  status,  there  were  18,000  aelioola, 

taacliers.  and  5b0.000  K-hitUrs.     .MnMachusetts  has 

200.(KH)  Khulars  in  her  publiu  schools,  at  a  cost  of 

100;  :fouth  Carolina  ha«  I7.()ttO  si'holarain  her  public 

:  $7.'>.()4iO  i.4  paid  hy  the  state,  and  the  governor,  in 

id  that ''  uu'ler  the  present  m«Kic  of  applying  it.  it 

profusion  of  the  proill-ial  mthcr  than  the|udiclous 

ity  whii'h  confer*  real   beni-fit'<."    New   York  has 

bokiri4  in  her  puMic  K-hools  th.tu  all  the  slave  states 

*.    Ubio  liai*  r>i>2.oi^j  Kchohirx  in  her  public  schools. 

»d  at  an   expcni^e  of  $2,2:K).i.ion.     Kentucky   has 

sbolan*.  supported  at  an  expen»*  of  $14fi.0UO. 

•«8  Ktat«*<*  h»l.  iu  1H50.  more  than  15.000  libraries, 

ug  4.iiuo.CNM)  volumes ;  the  slave  states  hod  700  libra- 

LaiuiiK  050.01  N)  volumes.    Massachu«etts.  the  land  of 

R  operatives,"  has  ]))00  librarii*ii.  which  contain  not 

I  750.UOO  volume*) — more  libraries  and  vcdnmes  than 

■lave  states  eotnbinetl.    The  little  state  of  Rhode 

\  mere  patch  of  13uO  wiiiNre  mi'.es  on  the  surftce 

KuKland,  ha«  more  volumes  in  h'^r  libmries  than 

Ave  erent  states  of  Ot-orfjia.  Florida,  Alabama,  Mia- 
and  I»niiiana.  l>e  Itow,  frooii  Southern  authority, 
u  in  every  country,  thi*  press  muiit  be  regarded  as 
(dnnition'al  ngf  noy.  The  free  states  bad,  in  1850. 
rspepiTt,  with  a  circulation  of  335,000,000;  the 
ice  had.  at  tlwt  time,  700  newspapers,  with  a  drcu- 

81.000,000.  The  free  states  have  seven  timet  as 
igloas  papers,  and  twelve  times  as  many  acieatifle 
a  tlw  eoath.    31iwirt»mtti  has  more  reltglou 


iMi|Mn  than  all  the  daTeh<Ming  itates  of  the  Union.  Sbt 
has  a  circulation  of  2,000.000  for  her  scientific  papers;  tha 
Sonth  luw  but  372.000.  The  "  hireling  operatives,  niechanics, 
and  laborer;!."  the  very  *^  mud-sills"  of  sodety.  read  fivt 
times  ss  many  copies  of  scientific  papers  as  tho  entire  South, 
including  that  cUss  which,  the  Senator  tells  us,  leads  -'pro- 
gress;, civilisation,  and  refinrment.**  Nine-tenths  of  the 
Ijook  puhlUheTB  of  tlie  United  States  are  in  the  free  states. 
The  Charl*'St"n  Standard,  good  authority  with  the  Senator, 
tells  us  "  that  their  pictures  are  painted  at  the  North,  thrir 
bookn  pulilished  at  the  North,  their  periodicals  printed  at 
the  North;  that  should  a  man  rise  with  the  genius  of 
Shakspeare.  or  Dickens,  or  Fielding,  or  all  three  combined, 
and  speak  fh>m  the  South,  he  would  not  receive  enough  to 
pay  the  cost  of  publication.'*  That  class,  that  favored  clasi^ 
which  leads,  as  the  Senator  tells  ua,  **  progress,  civilization, 
and  refinement,"  force  the  liti>rary  taJent  to  the  North,  the 
home  of  **  hireling  operatives,"  to  find,  not  only  pnbliahen, 
but  readers  alsa 

Hon.  A]n>aKW  Jorsson  of  Tennessee,  In  the  Senate,  Maj 
20th,  1858,  in  reply  to  Senator  llammond. 

In  this  portion  of  the  Senator*s  remarks  I  concur.  I  do 
not  think  whites  should  be  slaves;  and  if  sUvery  is  to  exist 
in  this  country.  1  prefer  black  slavery  to  white  slavery, 
liut  what  I  want  to  gut  at  lit.  to  show  that  my  worthy  friend 
from  South  Carolina  should  defend  tlie  homestead  policy, 
and  the  impolicy  of  making  the  invidious  nsmsrks  that  have 
been  made  here  in  rttferonce  to  a  portion  of  (he  population 
of  the  United  Stat*^  Mr.  {'resident,  so  far  as  1  am  con 
cemed,  I  feel  that  1  can  afford  U»  speak  what  are  my  sentt 
ments.  I  am  no  aspirant  for  anything  on  the  face  of  God 
Almighty's  earth.  1  have  reached  the  summit  of  my  amhl 
tion.  The  acme  of  all  my  hopes  has  1>een  attained,  and  I 
would  not  give  the  position  1  occupy  here  to-day  for  any 
other  In  the  Unit«Kl  ."^tates.  Hence,  I  sjy,  I  can  afford  fr 
speak  what  I  believe  to  be  true. 

In  one  sense  of  the  term  we  are  all  slaves.  A  man  Is  § 
slave  to  his  ambition ;  he  is  a  slave  to  his  avarice ;  he  Is  a 
slave  to  his  nLTe«sltie8;  and,  in  enumi'nitioni<  of  this  kind, 
yon  can  scarcely  find  any  man,  hij^h  or  low  in  rwiety,  but 
who,  in  some  seniw.  is  a  slave;  but  they  are  not  slaves  In 
tho  sense  we  mean  at  the  South,  and  it  will  ni>t  do  to  a-<«um« 
that  evnry  man  who  toils  for  his  living  is  a  slave.  If  that 
be  so.  all  are  slavw:  fur  all  must  toil  more  or  lens,  mentally 
or  phyidrally.  Itut,  in  the  otlier  S4*nse  of  the  term,  we  art 
not  slaves.  Will  it  do  to  assume  tiint  the  man  who  Isbon 
with  his  haniis.  every  man  who  i;*  an  o|>er:itivc  ia  a  raanu- 
fiMrturing  establL^hment  or  a  fhop.  is  a  slave?  No,  sir;  that 
will  not  Jo.  Will  it  do  to  assume  that  evwry  man  whf)  does 
not  own  slaves,  but  has  to  live  by  his  own  lobor.  Is  a  slave? 
Tliat  will  not  do.  Tf  this  were  true,  it  wtmld  Ik!  very  uufor* 
tunate  for  a  good  many  of  us,  and  rs[ieciHlly  so  Air  me.  I 
am  a  lalmrer  with  my  hands,  and  1  never  considered  mytelf 
a  slave,  in  the  acc«fptation  of  the  term  i^iiive  in  the  South.  I 
do  own  some:  1  made  them  by  my  indu«try.  by  tile  lalor  of 
my  han«ls.  In  thut  ^mmisi*  nf  the  U-rm  I  xhould  have  been  • 
slave  while  I  was  faniiniC  them  with  tho  Ial4>r  of  my  handa. 

3!r.  llAXXoiifn.     Will  tiie  Senator  define  a  slave? 

Mr.  JoHXSO.x  of  T<>unessee.  What  we  understand  to  be  • 
slave  in  the  South,  is  a  perMin  who  l*  hfld  to  service  during 
hln  or  her  natural  life,  sulgect  to.  and  under  the  control  oU 
a  roaster  who  has  the  richt  to  appn*priiite  the  products  of 
his  or  her  labor  to  his  own  use.  The  urce»=sities  of  life,  and 
the  various  positions  in  which  a  man  may  be  placed,  opem- 
ted  nprm  by  avarice,  gain,  or  ambition,  may  c»n«e  him  to 
labor ;  but  that  does  not  make  a  slave.  How  many  men  art 
there  In  society  who  go  out  and  work  with  thidr  own  hands, 
who  reap  iu  the  field,  and  mow  in  a  meadow,  who  hoe  com, 
who  work  in  the  shops?  Are  they  slaves?  If  we  were  to 
go  back  and  ftAUtw  out  this  Idea,  that  every  operative  and 
laborer  U  a  slave,  we  should  find  that  we  have  hnd  a  great 
many  dlstiniruished  slaves  since  the  world  commenced. 
Socrates,  who  tirst  conceived  the  idea  of  tlie  immortality  of 
the  soul,  I^agsn  ai*  he  was,  latwred  with  his  own  hands;— 
yes.  wielded  the  chirtel  and  the  mallvt,  giving  polish  and 
finish  to  the  stone;  he  afterwards  turnip  to  Ije  a  fashioner 
and  constructor  of  the  mlml.  l*aul.  the  grvat  rxpouuder, 
himself  was  a  tent-maker,  and  worke<!  with  his  Iwiids:  wat 
he  a  slave?    Archimedes,  who  di-clanHl  that,  if  he  bed  • 

f>lace  on  which  to  rest  the  fulcrum,  with  the  pttwer  of  hit 
over  be  could  move  the  world :  wsi)  he  a  slavp?  Adam,  our 
great  father  and  head,  the  lord  of  the  world,  was  a  taUor 
by  trade:  1  womler  if  he  was  a  slave? 

Wlien  we  talk  alMiut  labon'rs  and  operatives,  lorik  at  tht 
columns  that  adorn  ihi-t  Chainl>er.  nnd  see  their  finish  and 
style.  We  are  li>st  in  ailminition  at  the  an-hltocture  of  your 
buil<llnga.  and  their  massive  c4uuins.  We  can  speak  with 
admiration.  What  would  It  have  been  but  for  hands  to 
construct  it?  Was  the  artisan  who  wurk^i  upon  It  a  slave  f 
l^t  us  go  to  the  ttouth  and  see  bow  the  matter  stands  there. 
Is  every  man  that  Is  not  a  slaveholder  to  be  denominated  m 
sUve  lieoaiise  he  labors?  Why  lodulge  In  such  a  notion  f 
Tht  axiwDtnt  cata  at  both  ends  of  the  line,  tad  thttt  kind 
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bftTe  war,  woald  any  sane  nation  make  waf  on  eottonf 
IVithout  tiring  a  gun,  without  drawing  a  swonL  abonld 
thej  luake  war  on  ut  we  oonld  brlniE  the  whole  world  to  our 
feet  The  ;?outh  la  perfectly  competent  to  go  on,  oiif ,  two, 
or  three  yearn  without  pIsnUug  a  mchI  of  cotton.  I  beliuve 
that  if  !>\w  was  to  plant  but  half  her  cotton,  Ibr  three  years 
%y  oome,  it  would  be  an  IrameDMe  advaDtage  to  her.  i  am 
not  M>  sure  but  that  after  three  years'  total  abstinence  che 
would  oime  out  stronger  than  ever  she  was  before,  and  bet- 
ter prepared  to  enter  afresh  upon  her  great  career  of  enter- 
prise. What  would  happen  If  no  cotton  was  fumlKheU  for 
three  ynars?  I  will  not  ittop  to  depict  whHt  cTery  one  can 
ims^duo.  but  this  Is  certain:  KnglanJ  wnuU  topple  hi'.id- 
Jong  and  carry  the  whole  civilised  world  with  her,  sure  the 
8outh.  No.  you  dare  not  make  war  on  cotton.  No  |iower 
on  earth  dsn-!!  to  make  war  \i]vm  it.  Cotton  is  king.  Un- 
til lately  the  llank  of  Kn;;land  was  kiug.  but  she  tried  to  put 
her  screws,  as  lunal.  the  full  before  last,  upon  the  cotton  crop, 
and  wus  utterlv  Tanquishvd.  The  la^t  power  has  been 
eonquore«l.  W^ho  can  drtubt  that  has  Iook«nl  at  recent 
events,  that  crttton  is  sn|>ivnief  W  hen  the  abuse  of  credit 
had  dftitroyel  credit  and  auuiliilated  cnufi-lHUce,  when 
thouxaudf  (»r  tlie  strongest  commerrial  houM.n>  in  t)ie  world 
were  eoiuing  down,  and  hundreilf  of  millions  of  dollarx  of 
tuppoKifd  proferty  cva|inratin;r  in  thin  air,  when  you  came 
to  a  d>.*ifi  iiick,  and  retolutions  were  threatened,  what 
brought  y('u  up?  Kortunately  for  yon  it  wa4  tlie  com> 
menrement  nf  the  I'otton  season,  and  we  hare  poured  in  upon 
yon  one  uiillion  six  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  Ju»t  at 
the  crisis  to  "are  you  from  dcstrncti->n.  That  Djtton,  but  for 
the  bursting  of  y<iur  spcrulative  bubbles  in  the  North, 
which  pri4luce«l  the  whole  of  this  convulsion,  would  hare 
brought  tis  $lUO,(M)n.(H)o.  We  have  sold  It  for  2:iM,U0U.0(A 
and  kiivihI  yuu.  Thirty-five  millioii  dollars  we.  the  slave- 
holdeni  of  the  South,  have  put  into  the  charity  box  for 
your  mngnitlccnt  financiers,  your  "cotton  lords,"  your 
••merchant  princes." 

Uut.  sir,  the  gr«.itest  strengtli  of  the  South  srisec  from 
the  hiiriimny  of  her  |Hilit4i-al  and  sochil  Instltutitm.i.  Tills 
harmony  give.-*  hec  a  fmuie  of  ivHriety,  the  best  in  the  world, 
and  an  extent  of  p<ilitical  frx-eiiom.  comhine<l  with  entire  se^ 
rurity,  siirh  a^  no  other  peiiple  ever  enjoyed  upon  tlie  face 
of  the  eurtli.  Svirly  precedes  government;  creates  it.  and 
ought  to  contnl  it;  but  as  far  ns  we  can  look  back  in  histo- 
ric times  we  find  the  case  dllTenMit:  for  government  b  no 
iooner  creatiil  than  it  b*Tf>ni«*«  too  str>ug  for  society,  and 
Bhajie?}  ami  inouhii.  as  well  as  ri»ntn>ls  it.  In  later  cent iiriea 
the  pnKn.'Ft')  of  civlllx»ti(m  and  of  intelli;rence  hns  maile  the 
divergeni-i' M>  gntfit  ns  t<»  pnK!u«tj  civil  \r;irs  nnil  n'VJiliitions: 
and  it  is  liothiod:  now  hut  tlie  wuiit  of  hnruiony  In-tHit^n 
goyi>niin'*nt«  and  K(h-]i'li'»<  whu-h  4M*r:i>ion.i  all  the  unenni- 
ness  iiixi  troiitilf  ami  terror  tlial  wh  see  a1>roti«l.  It  wat  this 
that  lirniLjht  i.«n  th«*  .\mHrii'.in  revolntifin.  We  tlm-w  oil  a 
govern iM<-iit  imt  H-i:ipN-«l  t'>  onrxo'-inl  •4y)>tem.  an<l  in:idi>  one 
fur  our.'-i'lvrB.  Tib'  iiUi'-ii-m  I-*,  how  far  liavi*  we  ciifjiH-l^i  » 
The  i^'Mith.  '^o  f»r  as  timt  is  couceriinl.  in  ««i(lhtii>>l,  humio- 
liioiiif.  mvl  prii-ip-r  lU*. 

In  all  wial  sv!.i.'ni-*  tlivr'  mu«-t  hft  a  ^a*^  to  d'»  tin*  mo- 
ni»]  iluli"?.  t«)  ]i4Tliirin  the  ilrudirery  of  llfi".  Tlmt  i.-".  a 
clii««  r.'[uirinr  Jmt  h  lnw  Mni»T  of  inlelNTt  iiml  I'Ut  little 
skill.  lt>  n*  jolfil'H*  !tr.«  vi.ri>r. ■Inrility.  tiil«'litv.  Such  a  rl;i<«« 
y')U  most  htve.  or  v  u  would  n-^t  h.ive  that  other  rliuis  w  hich 
h'lid"  pii)irri'S;«.  civUi/.'itlon,  .imi  rellni'mi-nt.  It  rrm^titiites 
the  v»Ty  niiil-<.ill  nfsKji'ly  nn.l  nf  puliiical  govHriim'-nt : 
and  you  mi  .lit  ii»  well  nttrinpt  to  \.\u\.\  h  li>>n''e  in  th"  sir.  nn 
to  build  "iih-.T  th^?  one  Of  th»*  mhir.  i'xe«'|»l  on  thin  niud-^ill. 
Fortunril'ly  f>r  the  Smlh,  fhf  fnitnl  Ji  rHi.'i-  iiih|iti-<l  to  thiil 
purpo-e  to  h'T  hand.  A  m''v  inffrinr  t»»  Ih-r  «'\vn.  hut  euii- 
nentiy  iiuiMticii  in  tenip.-r.  In  vliror.  in  il(»<"ilirv,  in  caiwity 
to  ffiiti  i  thf  cliniitf.  li>  :iTi.'«Wfr  nil  her  pur|H'>.">i,  We  u.m; 
lheii»  li-r  fiir  |iiir|k'>««i*.  and  eall  tii<Mn  sl:ivi»«.  \Vc found  tln-ni 
sl;ivi'4  I.y  the  "ciMuimn  ci'M^fnt  I'f  in.tfikind.''  Hiileli.  sr- 
/onllti^  t'l  CirtTO,  "l>r  ^nititrn  hf."  Tht*  hi<:li<*i(t  jirn'if  of 
what  I"  N;itun'*s  Ihw.  We  ;ire  t»M-fM'<hit'tii"«|  at  the  Suufh 
yet;  it  i-*  .1  w<inl  di.'^c.irdfd  nnw  hv  '•••jirs  ix-llte;"  I  will  nut 
,:h;ira  'J'-ri/,-  th.-it  cXnut  Ht  thi*  N-ifTh  with  tint  Urin ;  but  y<>u 
havf  it.:  it  i-*  thiT'- — ii  t-  ev«'ry where  --It  \*  rt<'rnal. 

The  S  -ii.iJ.T  fp-m  NfMT  Y'irk  -ai-l  ye^ti-rdHy  that  the  wliole 
World  iri'l  .il">H>!hi"il  <i.iViTy.  Ay.  the  h  »/«»■.  hu!  nt-t  the 
Vtinq :  i«ll  tin*  powi-rn  of  the  earth  cannot  H>)«ili-h  tliiif. 
G  'd  oti'v  fini  <|i>  it  wh'-n  h-  r«'p'-uls  lh"_':-i/.  "tin'  p-t-ir  vh 
alw.'i.V"  liav<-  with  yi»u  :"  fir  tltt-  man  »lio  Ii\i-rt  by  dally 
lalior.  are!  '■••anvlx  Imi'-*  at  that.  an<l  wh-i  has  to  pot  out  hi- 
InlfT  in  th"  OMrkft.  ani  tnki'  the  iN'-t  h»'  inn  .:•■!  lor  it:  in 
short,  ^.>llr  \v|i<ili>  hirfiinir  ela-is  «if  tnuoii^l  l.t'H'nM'-i  An<i 
*•  iij>"rativi-.«.'"  IIS  you  ••all  thrtn.  sre  e-f-'iiflally  "Ihvi"^  Th«* 
dilTi'P'n'-i'  l-'twiiMi  nt  i«i.  that  nnr  slave>  nif  hifi-.l  fir  1  iff 
anI  wi'll  eocipen««rtlod :  th  rf  is  no  mKrvation,  nn  li<'_'u'ln-.', 
no  want  of  I'Hiplox  uo-nt  aiooni;  our  pt.'ople.  and  n-t  ton 
niiifh  i-mployiiiiMit  «'ifhiT.  Yours  nrc  hlr«'  I  >»y  th.*  tl«y.  not 
oinil  for.  and  sivintily  ci>inp«.ii'*at''d.  which  nmy  U-  proviil 
In  the  most  piiinful  mnniH'r.  at  any  hour,  in  nny  ntrect.  in 
any  of  your  larg«'  toiirns.  Why,  you  uut't  nuire  U'-rnar-t  in 
one  day.  in  any  single  stn-et  of  the  ciiy  nf  New  Yi»rlc.  tlian 
ycu  woald  meet  in  a  lififtime  in  the  whole  tSouth.    We  do 


not  think  ttiat  wbltcf  shoold  be  liaTai  dtlwr  Vy  law  or  ■» 
ceasity.  Our  slaves  are  black,  of  another  and  Inferlnr  rata 
The  ftaiu$  In  which  we  have  placMl  them  la  an  rIevatXM. 
They  are  elevatetl  from  the  c«»nditiou  In  whidi  God  (tail 
create«l  thetn,  by  being  made  our  via  veil.  None  of  tlial  race 
on  the  whole  face  of  the  glolie  can  be  rcimparwl  with  the 
slaves  of  the  ftouth.  They  are  happy,  cout«nU  uoa^i'lrioji, 
and  utterly  Incapable,  f^m  intellectual  weakness,  ever  to 
give  xx<  any  trouble  by  their  asplmtion^.  Vr.ur«  are  «hlti^ 
of  your  own  rac(>:  you  are  Im^tners  of  onr  blih^l.  They  sn 
your  equals  in  natural  endowment  of  iutelli^t,  and  tbry 
feel  galled  by  their  degrmhithm.  Our  ^lnves  <!•>  not  vota 
We  givir  them  no  ix<Iilical  jiowt-r.    YimrsUt*  lol'*.  auJ  Win{ 

'  the  m>ij(>rity.  they  ni<*  tiu*  d«'|iositaritni  nf  ail  y"ur  p"}i:i'al 
piiwifr.  If  they  kiii:w  the  trfnifudiru*  Mfcrrt.tliat  the  lal« 
lot  Ih>x  Is  stronger  than  *'an  army  with  Imuiurs"  a<  4  tn\i'A 
combine.  Mhf re  wouM  you  U*?  Your  frtcit'ty  wioild  li^  r» 
constructed,  your  government  ovrrihn>wu.  >niir  pr  i^erty 
divliled,  not  ao  they  have  mistakenly  ntt»ni|-tt^l  t»  iiiiiiaie 
such  pro''eediugs.  by  meeting  in  p.irks,  with  arni«  Hi  lli*-ir 
handi*,  but  hy  the  qui^'t  priNvss  of  the  ImlSnt-Utx.  You  hnV4 
been  making  war  U|niu  us  tn  our  vi-ry  h«*anhstoni>«.  How 
would  you  like  for  us  to  send  li^'luiers  and  a;:itariin 
Nnrth.  to  ti>ai-h  thesi'  pecple  this,  to  aid  in  i-ouiUniug,  and 
to  lead  them  * 

Mr.  WiLs«i?i  and  others.  Send  th-m  along. 
Mr.  U^MMONii.  Y(iu  s.-iy  send  tltem  )iliin.r.  Thore  v  no 
need  of  that.  Your  people  ere  awnnim.  I1i**y  are  rtimiB^ 
lu»rc.  Tliey  are  tliundering  at  inir  •li»'>r>  f  ir  lioni-*t.-i'l».  f  tJt 
hundred  and  !<l\iy  acres  of  Ininl  fi>r  n-itliin::.  and  Sialhera 
Senators  are  suii^iortlu.;  thnm.  Nay.  th>-y  an'  u^^emlding, 
as  I  have  s.iid.  with  arnii  in  thi'ir  lian<i<<.  himI  ilemandiDf 
work  at  $l(sHt  a  year  for  six  linun*  n  ilnv.  Ti.ive  yrin  hrarj 
that  the  ghosts  of  Mendoxa  and  T<n]iiem^di  are  sfalkiog  in 
the  stre«'ts  of  your  gn-at  citie-*?  Thai  tlo*  hi<{ulsili'rn  Is  i4 
hand  ?  There  is  al'i'iat  a  fi'arful  runmr  that  thi»r*>  liave  twen 
consultations  fur  Yigilanw  Comuiiliei'ai.  Vou  know  what 
that  means. 

Trail «ient  and  temporary  muses  hive  thus  far  Ih*'^  year 
pi-eser ration.  The  great  West  has  U***!!  uih'ii  X**  yi»ur  fn^ 
plus  population,  nml  vonr  honlei- of  reini  l-Hrlmrian  Imm^ 
gnuiL<«.  who  are  1  rowdhig  In  year  hv  y«*ar-  Tha'V  loakr  a 
givat  ninveincnt,  and  you  call  it  pr< nsrtnK.  Whlthi-r  *  It  ti 
progress:  but  It  b>  pnnrrvss  t(iward.<i  VLilanct*  I'oni mute's. 
The  South  hare  nn-'tained  you  in  a  trrt'.-ti  mi-a^iir-.  Voq  ntv 
our  Cirtors.  Yuu  bring  and  i-arrv  for  us.  One  liu'ih>-%i  aoj 
tifty  million  dollars  of  our  money  )mhi4i-«  iinnu-t  i>  rlnnajfa 
ytmr  hands.  Much  of  it  sticks;  nil  of  it  as^i^.M  ><•  k*«^ 
your  nwhlnery  totP'ther  and  In  m-tl.oi.  ^\\\\'  w  *,■  urns 
to  (IL"i'hHrt:e  yuu;  supixise  we  wi-n*  to  i.tUe  '-uv  i.'o-i>i--sii  .-itt 
of  your  hands;  we  nhould  i'on«'i.:n  yuu  t«»  ai.tr.  I  \  .i-.l 
poverty.  You  coniplniii  of  tlof  rui-*  '-f  tlo-  ^-  o'ii :  lii^r  hii 
in*en  uiiot1ii-r  cause  that  Ims  pr^-srf  ve-l  \».u  \\  ••  ii  m-  n-pl 
till'  gi»veriiineiit  «-i»nseritiilve  l"  lh»»  (TP'iit  p'lrp  ♦.*«  "-f   .-p 

I  \erninent..  Wu  hav»»  plmvd  h«'r.  ait.l  ki-i.i  h-v.  njt.-i  t.ie 
(ViiiNtituiixn:  .ind  that  has  Ims-u  the  (an-**  ot  •.  i.r  ;-a-^ 
and  pi-ii<pfrlty.  Thi*  Si-nator  fr.'Ui  New  Viirk  *:\\*  \h\X  ihtl 
is  alwut  to  U'  at  an  end;  that  you  ititiml  to  i-k-  'h* 
t;uverninent  fpini  U":  that  it  nill  jta*-!  tiorn  ■.<ir  It  m:-K 
Perhaps  what  Ik*  sayti  i^  iru**;  it  lo-.y  U*:  imt  d'l  ii--!  ;  •.;•■■— 
It  ••an  iii'Vi-r  l)e  Pirg«itt."0— ii  is  nriitfii  on  i\if  »-ri.'iit.-*'  ,  r\^ 
< if  human  hi-t'iry — that  w«'.  th.*  <ila\«'ln>ld<  r**  <■?  "le*  '^■a:h. 
t^w'k  our  Ci'uolry  in  lur  iiifan<'y.  ai'd.  Mfj.T  jo'lnj  Li-r  :-r 
slxly  out  of  the  .s.'v»"nty  yi'ar*  of  h-'r  e.\i»tiM|i  *•.  ».-  m.h.1 
Purreii'lHr  Iut  to  you  with-'Ut  a  »T-iin  uj- -ii  hrr  i  ■<«.■*', 
lMiundl»'>s  in  pros{s-rlty,  inrali-ulaMi'  in  \.»'i  «tri-n.rTh.  t^e 
Wonder  and  the  ad?niraUr<n  i-f  lh«<  w-<rld.  Tini<*  will  >(.•■« 
what  you  will  make  of  her:  ''ul  uo  liniu  (\in  v\<'r  dtui:.ii'>b 
our  glory  or  your  rvjjonMhili.y. 

Il'in.  IIknkt  Wii.MiN  of  Ma*iKachu.seltK.  lu  tL-'  >•  r.:i:>\ 
Mari'h  "-Wth.  l?i.VK. 

Tlo'n*  w-n-.  Mr.  I"n«-i'li»nt  in  th"  y'^ar  !'»■''.  in  Iti*  fr»< 
•»taf«'s  **TT.«>oo  farm-,  cnnt  liniu.;  li-^.ir«n,<Hki  t\>-ft.  x:»\\\  1I  it 
.•..'.U:5.«Kio  iHHl;  l—iuj;  iiIhiuI  •'i.'ii  jvp  aire  Tlit-  ).r.i.i.i  ••  i.f 
thetf  firms  :iii|i.nnt<*d   tn   ni  irt-   than  .<MiO  i»i»i -.sn       It-r* 

ttiTf.  in  th"  ■'la*i'>tat"s.  .'•(■4  <•  i>i  ^arniin.  ciintiiiiiin  .-  l** •»! 

.■••■n-,  valu.-il  at  .f  l.llT.'io'Mm".  •■•■in-i  uiinii  i-i  ; -r  «r»i 
and  tie*  pro.|n<'ts  of  tin-*!-  i-l  nt  rio;i«  nTnoni<;t^]  •  .il^-iil 
^ih^'.jH'u.iMH.  ']  hi- firiu>  of  III.-  ir.f.  mat.".  .1  vit.i  .•■-i  »l»  m  Ijtf 
ai'r»'s;  th'*  *  avi» -tati"  planuitiiii-i  a«iTa.'i'"l  lo- i.-  tin  i;  ;•  O 
M-ii'S.  The  ;il.ooii  farm- of  r-'lil.  sifnl'"  M.i»«!.i.'i.u-« '•-  u\-f 
ii-.:io'.;  (i.«  a«-.'-*  f-^e  h.  fml-ri'-"'  :5."hioikhi  jk-r**.  vali.  ]  al 
j-iJ.-Vi  j>.  r  .'r-n'.  .nniounlni;:  I"  »1 1- ■•*•  <  ,iiii»:  ch- .;•.!.■  ■■  ;  ^i^ 
tatioTiJit  of  South  rm-'liiin,  avi-r.i  rhi.?  '•*<•  w^r*  •«  ":■.  h.  i-ui'-n-e 
li..iMio.oiH»  iif  aiTi-«.  vnliM'd  :it  «-'i  o^  )kt  a«-n-.  nui  n:!)!!!!;  lA 
f  ^J.<ioo.(Ht|>.  Tiie  farioi*  of  th«'  In-"  s'aii-s  ar*  I'o'.'iiMtid  liy 
■J,..»HHrti.)  pi<niin«.  and  yh'M  a  pn^iitcti.ni  ol  ni-ni  t"  f»r 
«er«-.  and  inori*  tliiin  ?o'"l>  |M-r  hi-.a-l  to^^irh  j-tT^-.*. :  jh.-  ■ ,  'f- 
tatioim  of  tlii>  >Javi»  Htale"*  an*  tilliNt  liy  iiir.r'*  tli  in  :.  -■•■  •■» 
IHT'ititiN.  and  they  yi"Id  a  pn»-hii-:i«n  of  K'Sn  thai  >t  ,ir 
acre,  ami  1'«sm  than  *  ."si  \ht  ln-a  I  to  i-ai-li  piT»"n. 

Turoine.  Mr.  I'resii|.*nl.  fr»»ni  fh«'  a.-rtcuilurt*  «if  iu*-  two 
sections,  let  us  glauce  ut  the  manuCa*  tui>A     Here  the  iuy» 
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[tf  of  the  North  itaada  conftved.  In  18M,  the  North 
91,000  establbbments;  $t9D.OOO,000  of  cspital  Inveatisd; 
1,000.000  of  raw  materUl  were  uited;  790,000  persons 
ilojed ;  1196,000.000  w«re  paid  for  labor;  anU  $K42.000.0UO 
ft  produced.  Ttae  South  had  only  27,000  estabUtihineDU, 
OOaOOO  of  rapiUI ;  used  $Sti.00O.00O  of  raw  material ; 
loyed  IGl.OUu  prr«on;<;  paid  $33,000,000  for  labor;  and 
laiwd  |lti5.000,0l».  Ma»«chu8etts  had  fi300  esUblish- 
ttn;  $S8,00O.U0O  of  eapiUl;  used  $80,000,000  of  raw  ma- 
d;  emplovtfd  IGo.OtM)  permos;  paid  $40,000,000  for  labor; 

product  $151,000,000.  South  Carolina  had  only  14U0 
UUimeuts;  $7.0UU,000  capital;  usmI  $4,9O0.00u  of  raw 
erial;  employed  12,U00  persons;  paid  $2.30(J,000  for 
r;  and  produced  $'J.700.i)00.  The  wng*^  of  women  are 
IBT  in  the  ctUtou-milki  of  MassachuMettii  than  the  wages 
BWi  In  the  iron  works  of  South  Carolina.    The  pruduc- 

industry  of  Massachnwtts,  in  manufactures  and  the 
hanic  artA,  baTe  inrrensod  immcniiely  itince  If^.    It 

aTsrages  $'2Su  per  bead;  and  the  proiductiTe  industry 
>ulh  C^ruliua.  acronling  to  De  liow,  is  $62  per  head. 
>  liow  estimates,  Mr.  I'reKldeot.  that  one-half  of  the  agrl- 
uml  products,  and  all  of  the  manufhctnres,  an  Hubjects 
iranierGe.  If  thbi  be  m>.  the  ralue  of  the  products  which 
r  Into  the  commerce  of  the  North  is  about  $1,400,000,000 ; 
e  of  products  of  the  South,  $480.1)00,000.  The  value  of 
domestic  ntnimerce  of  the  oooutry  is  estimated  to  be  six 

•  larger  tliau  the  Talue  of  the  iGrdlgu  commerce.  The 
>rts  an^  exports  of  the  North  amounted  in  1865  to 
,000^000;  the  exports  and  iniporU  of  the  South  to 
,00i^U00.  The  imports  and  exports  of  the  dty  of  New 
;  amountdl  to  $278,u0O,0U0 — more  than  twice  the  ralne 

•  Imports  and  exportit  of  the  South.  Ma^saohusetts  ex- 
id  and  imported  in  1K65,  $73.1NI0.(K)0 ;  South  Oaroliua, 
00,000.  The  North  had.  in  1850, 1S8,OUO  persons  engaged 
mmeroe ;  the  South,  70,000. 

UKiog  at  the  means  of  transportation,  we  find  that  the 
1  had,  in  1866.  4.250.000  tous  of  »hipping,  rained  at 
000,000;  the  South,  ^.=)5.<J00  tonx  of  Miipping,  valued  at 
00.000.    The  North  built  528,000  tons  in  1855;  the 
\    built   o'J.OttO.    Mar'Kiichnsetts   had,  in    that  year, 
)0  tons  of  shipping,  valued  at  $4S.000,000:  South  Caro- 
lad  00.000  touts  valued  at  $3,000,000.    .Maitsnchusetts 
80.000  Umn,  valued  al  $4,000,000;  South  Carolina  built 
na,  vaiudl  at  $3u00.    The  .North  Yuv*  18.000  miles  of 
aito,  co»tlni;   $:i<10.000.000;    the  South  7000,  costing 
100,000.     i'oor  Massachusetts,  that  produces  no  rice, 
I  up  uo  part  of  ••  Kiug  Cotton,"  has  $55,000,000  iu- 
,  in  railritoilrt  within  her  own  borders,  to  say  nothing 
many  millions  she  has  invested  in  other  status.    She 
iO,Ooo.oO>>of  bank  capiul,  and  her  poor  ■*  white  slaves," 
mud-eiils."  lutve  $;!:i.OOO,(KH)  depoMiteil  in  her  savings 
.    Kich  South  Carolina,  with  her  rice  and  her  c<}tton, 
rested  $12,000,000  in  railronds;  she  has  $17,000,000  of 
:m>itiU ;  buL  unhappily,  we  have  no  statements  of  how 
millions  her  "  well  compensated,"  *'  unaspiring^  labor- 
re  on  depofdt.    Perhaps  the  Senator  from  South  Coro- 
n  fiurnisb  us  with  thoMe  statistics. 
I  this  «>ntrast  of  the  productive  industry  and  mnte- 
lonrces  of  the  two  sections  which  the  Stnator  from 
Oarollna  put  **  tauce  to  fdce."  I  phss  to  a  brief  conside- 
>f  their  institutions  and  mmns  of  intellectual  culture, 
slave  states,  laws  forbid  the  education  of  nearly  four 
a  of  her  people ;  in  the  five  i«tati>s,  laws  encourage 
icatlon  of  the  people,  and  public  opinion  upholds  and 
s  thuee  Uws.    In  18.=i0,  there  were  62,000  schools, 
veachers.  2.800.0(K)  scbtilnrs,  in  the  public  schools  of 
I  states;  in  the  slave  status,  there  were  18,000  schools, 
teachers,  and  580.000  M-hiiUn.    Massachusetts  has 
lOO.OiX>  scholars  in  hfr  pulrfic  schools,  at  a  cost  of 
00:  South  Uirolina  ha^  I7.0ttO  scholars  in  her  public 
:  $75,0o0  In  paid  by  the  state,  and  the  governor,  in 
id  th.tt  *'  umier  the  present  mode  of  applying  it,  it 
profusion  of  the  prodI<ial  rather  than  the  judicious 
Ity  which  confers  real   benefit''.*^    New    lork  has 
oojeri*  in  her  publit:  schools  tbuu  nil  the  slave  states 
'.    Olilo  has  502.0'JO  scholars  in  her  public  schools, 
id  at  an   exfHrn»>e  of  $i,2.)O.000.     Kentucky   has 
!bolar!<.  support«<l  at  an  expense  of  $146,000. 
•ee  states  tiad,  in  I860,  more  than  15.000  libraries, 
0^4.1*00.000  volumes :  the  slave  states  had  700  libra- 
'juniu:<  060.000  volumes.    Massachusetts,  the  land  of 
K  operatives."  has  1800  libraries,  which  contain  not 
I  750.000  volumes— more  liliraries  and  volumes  than 
dave  states  conibineil.    The  little  state  of  Rhode 
I  mere  patch  of  13o0  square  miles  on  the  surftce 
Knsclnnd,  lias  more  volumes  in  her  libraries  than 
five  ereat  states  of  Oirorgia.  ilorida,  Alabama,  Mis- 
snd  fx>niHiana.    De  itow,  eood  Southern  authority, 
;,  in  every  country,  thv  press  mu«t  be  regarded  as 
Mln<*at1onal  sgency.    The  free  states  bad,  in  1850, 
rs|>aper<,  with  a  circulation  of  335,000,000;   the 
M  had,  at  tliat  time.  700  newspapers,  with  a  drcu- 
81.000,000.    The  free  states  have  seven  times  as 
iglous  papers,  and  twelve  times  as  many  sdentiflo 
a  the  fioath.    Mi»e<  himtti  has  more  reli(kmf 


papon  than  all  the  darohoMhig  itates  of  the  Union.  Bbt 
nas  a  circulation  of  2,000.000  for  her  sdentifle  papers;  the 
South  has  but  372,000.  The  »  hireling  operatives.  mcehanlcSi 
and  laborer.-s"  the  very  *'mud-sill8"  of  society,  read  five 
times  ss  many  copies  of  scientific  papers  as  the  entire  South, 
including  that  class  which,  the  Senator  tells  us,  leads  ''pro- 
gress, civilixation,  and  refinement."  Nine-tenths  of  the 
book  publisheTB  of  the  United  States  are  In  the  free  states, 
The  Charles^^n  Utandard,  good  authority  with  the' Senator, 
tells  us  '•  that  their  pictnras  arc  painted  at  the  Nortli,  their 
books  published  at  the  North,  their  peri<idicals  printed  at 
the  North;  that,  shonld  a  man  rise  with  the  genius  of 
Shakspeare.  or  Dtekens,  or  Fielding,  or  all  three  combined, 
and  speak  from  Uie  South,  he  would  not  receive  enough  to 
pay  the  cost  of  publication.'*  That  class,  that  favored  clasi^ 
which  leads,  as  the  Senator  tells  us.  "  pnigress,  dvilixation, 
and  refinement,**  fbrce  the  literary  talent  to  the  North,  tho 
home  ^**  hireling  operatives,"  to  find,  not  only  publishers, 
but  readers  also. 


Hon.  A]n>uw  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  in  the  Senate,  Sfij 
20th,  1858,  In  reply  to  Senator  Hammond. 

In  this  portion  of  the  Senator's  remarks  I  concur.  I  do 
not  think  whites  should  be  slaves;  and  if  sUvery  is  to  exlat 
In  this  country.  I  prefer  black  slavery  to  white  slavery. 
Hut  what  I  want  to  gut  at  it,  to  show  that  my  worthy  friend 
from  South  Carolina  should  defend  tlie  homestead  policy, 
and  the  impolicy  of  making  the  invidious  r«msrks  that  have 
been  made  here  in  reference  to  a  portion  of  the  population 
of  the  United  Stat*^  Mr.  i'resident,  so  far  as  1  am  con 
cemed,  I  fieel  that  1  can  afford  to  speak  what  are  my  sontt 
ments.  I  am  no  sspirant  for  anything  on  the  face  of  God 
Almighty's  earth.  I  have  reached  the  summit  of  my  ambi 
tion.  The  acme  of  all  m^  hopes  has  been  attained,  and  I 
would  not  give  the  posiuon  I  occupy  hi're  to-day  for  any 
other  In  the  Unit«Kl  States.  I1eni*e,  I  say,  I  can  afford  fr 
speak  what  I  belii^ve  to  be  true. 

In  one  sense  of  the  term  we  are  all  slaves.  A  man  la  ■ 
slave  to  his  ambition ;  he  is  a  slave  to  his  avark;e ;  he  is  e 
slave  to  his  neceMitics;  an<l.  in  enumerations  of  this  kind, 
you  can  scarcely  find  any  man,  hii^h  or  low  in  socl«*ty,  but 
who.  In  some  sense,  ii«  a  slave;  but  thfy  are  not  slaviv  in 
the  sense  we  mean  at  the  South,  and  it  will  not  do  to  a^fdume 
tliat  every  man  who  toils  for  his  iivio}!  is  a  slave.  If  that 
be  so,  all  are  slavw:  for  all  mnst  toil  more  or  lei<s,  mentally 
or  phyiiirally.  But,  in  the  other  sense  of  the  term,  we  are 
not  slaves.  Will  It  do  to  assume  thnt  the  man  who  labors 
with  his  hands,  every  man  who  li»  an  o|)erative  in  a  manu- 
facturing  establishment  or  a  shop,  is  a  slave?  No,  sir;  that 
will  not  do.  Will  it  do  to  assume  that  every  man  who  does 
not  own  slaves,  but  has  to  live  by  his  own  labor.  Is  a  slave? 
Tliat  will  not  da  Tf  this  were  true.  It  would  be  very  unfor* 
tunate  for  a  good  many  of  us,  and  especislly  so  for  me.  I 
am  a  laltorer  witli  my  hands,  and  1  never  coniUdered  myself 
a  slave,  in  the  acceptation  of  the  term  i>lave  in  the  South.  I 
do  own  some;  I  made  them  by  my  industry,  by  the  lalor  of 
my  hands.  In  that  «*•  nst*  f*f  the  term  1  itliould  have  Iteen  s 
slave  while  I  was  earning  them  with  the  lalor  of  my  hands. 

.Mr.  Uasixoxp.    Will  the  Senator  define  a  slave  f 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Teune«isee.  What  we  understand  to  be  • 
slave  in  the  S<tuth,  is  a  pennon  wlio  Is  held  to  service  durinff 
his  or  her  natural  life,  sulyect  to.  and  under  the  control  oi^ 
a  roaster  who  has  the  right  to  appropriate  the  products  of 
his  or  her  Isbor  to  his  own  use.  The  necessities  of  life,  and 
the  various  positions  in  which  a  man  may  be  placed,  opersr 
ted  upon  by  avarice,  gain,  or  ambition,  may  can<«e  him  to 
labor ;  but  that  does  not  make  a  slave.  How  many  men  ars 
there  In  society  who  go  out  and  work  with  their  own  hands, 
who  reap  iu  the  field,  and  mow  in  a  meadow,  who  hoe  com, 
who  work  in  the  shops?  Are  they  slaves?  If  we  were  to 
go  back  and  follow  out  this  idea,  that  every  operative  and 
laborer  l*  a  slave,  we  should  find  that  we  have  had  a  great 
many  distintruished  slaves  since  the  world  o>mmeneed. 
Socrates,  whi>  first  conceived  the  idea  of  the  immortality  of 
the  MiuL  Pagan  as  he  was,  labored  with  his  own  hands;— 
yes.  wielded  the  chisel  and  the  mallet,  giving  polish  and 
finish  to  the  stone ;  he  afterwards  turned  to  be  a  fiuhloner 
and  construcUtr  of  the  mind.  I*aul.  the  great  expounder, 
himHelf  was  a  tent-maker,  and  worked  with  his  hands:  was 
he  a  slave?  Arrhimedes,  who  ducIanMl  that,  if  he  bad  • 
place  on  which  to  rest  the  fulcrum,  witli  the  pitwer  of  his 
lever  be  could  move  the  world :  was  he  a  slave?  Adam,  our 
great  father  and  head,  the  lord  of  the  world,  was  a  taUor 
by  trade:  I  wonder  if  he  was  a  slave? 

Wlien  we  talk  about  laborers  and  operatives,  look  at  the 
columns  that  adorn  this  rhani)>er,  and  see  their  finish  and 
style.  We  are  lost  in  admiration  at  the  archiU'Cture  of  your 
buildings,  and  their  masfive  D:>lumns.  We  can  »pcak  with 
admlraUon.  What  would  It  have  been  hut  for  hands  to 
construct  it?  Was  the  artisan  who  wnrkefl  upon  It  a  slave  f 
liet  us  go  to  the  Sooth  and  see  how  the  matter  stands  there. 
Is  every  man  that  Is  not  a  rlavelnrfder  to  be  denominated  • 
slave  lieosase  he  labors?  Why  fitdulge  In  such  s  notion  f 
The  si|«msnt  cots  st  both  ends  of  tbs  line,  sad  thsss  UmI 
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of  doctrioei  do  ui  inflnlta  harm  la  the  South.   Thtre  an 

rnttlvat  there ;  ihero  are  laborers  there;  there  arc  media* 
Uiere.  Are  thej  BlaTenf  Who  Is  It  in  the  Sooth  that 
clveM  OK  title  and  security  to  the  In^tltation  of  slarery? 
Who  !.■«  it.  let  nie  ssk  every  flouthemer  around  mu7  Sup- 
pose, for  inxtauce,  we  take  the  state  of  Simth  Carolina;  and 
theru  are  inany  things  about  her  and  her  people  that  I 
admire:  we  find  that  the  3S4.9$4  slaves  in  8outh  Gsrollna 
an  owu(U  by  how  many  whiti-s  7  They  ere  owned  by  2&y&60. 
Ikke  the  Atute  uf  Tennessee,  with  a  population  of  800,000; 
S^UUO  Hlares  are  owned  by  33,864  persons.  The  slaves  In 
the  ktattf  of  Alabama  are  owned  by  29.295  whites.  The 
whole  number  of  HlftTekolders  in  all  the  fJsTe  states,  when 
summed  U|s  makes  317,000,  owning  three  and  a  half  million 
slaws.  The  white  p<ipulatiun  in  South  Carolina  is  274.000 ; 
the  sUveit  greater  tbaii  the  whites.  The  aggregate  popular 
tkm  uf  the  state  is  608.607. 

The  operatives  in  South  Carolina  are  G8.649.  Now,  take 
the  25.0UO  Hlave-owners  out,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 

riple  of  South  Carolina  work  with  their  hnnds.  Will  it 
to  SKSume  that,  In  the  state  of  Soutli  Carolina,  the  state 
of  TennusHee,  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  the  other  slavehold- 
ing  atateii.  aU  thoM  who  do  not  own  slaves  are  slaves  them- 
selves 1  Will  this  assumption  do ?  What  does  it  do  at  home 
In  our  own  states?  It  has  a  tendency  to  nine  prrjudloe,  to 
engender  opposition  to  the  iustitutiou  of  slavery  itself.  Yet 
our  own  folks  will  do  it 

Mr.  MAifD.f.  Will  the  Senator  from  Tonnessee  allow  me 
to  Interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Blr.  JoBNSON  of  TenneKM*^.    Ve^  sir. 

ftlr.  MawiN.  The  Senator  is  making  an  exhibition  of  the 
very  few  Hlaveholders  in  the  Southern  states,  In  proportion 
to  the  white  population,  arrording  to  tlie  census.  Tliat  is 
an  exhibition  which  hns  bevn  made  bi-fore  by  Senators 
who  »it  on  the  oth  r  iij<|it  of  the  Clmmber.  They  have 
brought  Im* fore  the  .V  i  i  i<'.iii  piK>ple  what  they  allege  to  be 
the  fart,  shown  by  tli-.*  i\:iit<uii,  ttiut  of  the  white  population 
In  the  i^uthi>rn  stnteM,  Ihvre  ure  very  few  who  are  sieve* 
holders.  Thn  i^nator  from  T«niMiMi«  it  now  duing  the  hame 
thing.  I  under^^nd  him  to  Niy  there  nn>  but  NMne— 1  do 
not  remi'iuhvr  exactly  the  numbers,  but  I  tliiuk  thri<e 
hnmlri'd  tbouMind  or  a  fhiotlon  more  of  the  whites  in  the* 
Slaveholding  states,  who  own  three  million  slavfs;  but  be 
made  no  further  ex|N>sition.  I  ask  th«.i  Senator  to  state  the 
additiotml  fact  that  the  holders  i>f  thu  slaves  are  the  lu-ads 
Ot  fauiilieii  of  the  white  p'.>pnlati<in ;  and  aeilhrr  that  Sena> 
tcr  nor  thosi!  whose  exauiiilu  he  has  followed  on  the  other 
side.  hoM  stated  the  fact  that  the  whit«)  population  In  th«> 
Southern  states,  a*  in  the  other  stattis  embraces  men, 
women,  and  children.  11*)  ha«  exhibitKl  only  the  number 
of  slaveliulderri  who  are  hemU  of  f^iiiuIieH. 

jMr.  JoiixriON  of  TenneSMH*.  The  Senator  f^.iys  T  have  not 
made  au  exhibit  of  the  fiict.  The  K^-iiHtor  inturruptMl  mo 
before  I  had  ccncluded.  I  irive  way  «.<*  a  matter  of  court«>«y 
to  him.  I'erhap.t  hin  hpo<'rh  wouM  have  had  no  place,  if  he 
had  waited  to  hear  mu  a  few  momeiitM  h^oKer. 

Mr.  .Maj^ox.  I  shall  wait  1  llmuglit  the  Senator  had 
passed  that  jnunt 

Mr.  JoiiNsox  of  Tcnne*ifMi>.  I  w.i«  Kt.itiiiK  (bo  fact,  that 
according  to  the  ceimuK  UiI>Ihs  tlin*e  humlreil  awl  forty-i<even 
tboucKiid  white  per>onN  owned  the  whnle  niimUT  of  Mlave.^ 
in  the  Siutliem  stutes.  I  wtui  utiout  to  ftale  th.it  the  fiiniili(>s 
holding  these  nlaves  iiiisht  nverasci^  hIx  i>r  eicht  or  ten  {M>r- 
sonfl,  all  of  wh(»m  are  intervsteii  in  the  ppMlurts  of  Kla\(' 
labor,  and  many  of  the.->e  slnvr.s  :iri>  he'd  by  minors  and  I>y 
females.  I  wai«  not  ulludlng  to  the  iiiiiltcr  for  the  pur|>OM! 
the  Senator  fnuu  Vir^ilnia  »-ecniK  to  hnve  intiuiated,  and  I 
sliouM  have  been  much  obli^ffd  to  biiii  if  he  IlvI  waited 
until  ho  heanl  my  a)iplication  (»f  then>ti;;uri-M  1  was  goin^ 
to  show  that  expre.-Kions  like  those  to  whI-.-h  1  have  alluded 
0|KTf(te  against  un  in  the  South,  ami  1  whr  following  the  cx- 
amtilrt  of  no  one.  1  wa-t  takin;;  the.M-  fiu-tn  from  the  census 
table«i,  whiMi  were  pnt»ll»he<l  by  onler  of  Connn-H,  to  show 
the  Imd  pftlicy  and  injii»ti«if  of  de\*larin;;  (hat  the  lalmrlng 
portion  of  our  populaliun  were  slaves  und  wuniuls.  Su<'h 
declarationti  should  not  1<e  H]>plied  to  the  peoplo  either 
North  or  t^utli.  I  wihhe^l  t4>  nay  in  that  connexion,  that 
in  wy  opiiiiun.  if  a  few  men  at  the  North  and  at  the  South, 
who  entertHiu  extreme  viewn  on  the  Hu1u''<'t  of  klavory,  and 
deaire  to  keep  up  adtation,  were  out  of  the  way,  the  great 
ma>>H  of  tin;  peirple,  .North  und  Sjuth.  w«inld  go  on  prosi>er- 
oa-«ly  and  hnrmoni'iu.»ly  under  our  iustitutiouK. 

Kxtrs'^t  fW^m  tho  ^peeeh  of  the  Hon  J  M.  S\NDliMiE  of 
Loui^iHna,  deliven;d  in  lhi>  IIouih-  of  Kepresentatives,  March 
30th, ISoS. 

It  ix  s.iid.  that  "  fl.rur»">  won't  lie."  and  T  will  n<»w  proci-e-l 
with  my  prindpal  purit-^^e  in  Pt^kin;<  the  tloor  to  dnv.  But, 
fir.  1  sh:ill  rnutnuit  mt  rini*  Htnto  with  another,  t^ie  leiiKt 
prfi'pertiui  of  one  jH-rtli-n  A<;iiiii>!t  the  most  prr>''pi'n)U'«  of  the 
othiT  iM'i'tl«>n  :  tliat  will  do  well  i*n(>uirh  for  cl.ipt rapper v  im 
the  r^tump— to  nr<>nRe  Mertfoiiul  animoity  or  party  f'fling. 
I  shall  put  the  wholt*  North  a;;ainst  the  entire  South,  and 
then  let  him  strike  the  balance,  who  can,  to  our  di^paragc- 


nmt    I  invite  ny  Mends  on  both  Mas  of  fho  HoMs  li 
fiiilow  mo  hn  my  statsmsotSi  and  U>  eonreet  ai^  srrai  I  wif 

make. 

I  have  taken  ss  authorities,  the  epnnis  of  1SS0,  sod  (l| 
Report  of  the  SeereUry  of  the  Traatnry  tor  1U7,  on  Oh» 
merce  and  Navigation. 

1  state,  ss  an  undeniable  fisct  that  the  ainienltnni  br^ 
ductlons  of  tho  Sonthera  sUtas,  for  the  year  l^ftu.  show  UMI 
each  Inhabitant  of  ail  clasfes,  produnsd  $13  and  M  anil 
mwe  than  each  indivUnal  at  the  North. 

1  state  that  the  avenge  sgrienltural  prodoetlons  •!  te 
South  was  $58  to  each  parson,  when  at  tho  North  it  m 
only  ^  and  70  centa 

JbYom  the  table  I  have  prepared,  showing  the  prodactssC 
different  kinds  in  all  the  sUtes,  I  rMd  that  tho  lo<nli«ii> 
cultural  productiooB  for  IKAO  amounted  U>ii  1,104,467, 7H>— 
say  one  thouxand  one  hundred  and  aixty4irar  milUoss  itf 
d(dlars. 

And,  of  this  sum,  tho  North  prodneed  in  ronnd  nnahn 
six  hundred  and  four  millions,  and  tho  South  five  hnndisa 
and  sixty  millions. 

I  will  now  (ontinoe  the  tables  on  tho  agrictf  tnnl  fi» 
ductiona 

Total  value  sgrlenttoral  prodncts    .    .    .     $1,16ft.457,ni 
"       *•  «  North     .    .    .  m^rSkMi 

**        **  •*  South     .    .    .  SdMt^m 

Population  ofUnllod  States, 3;!.  191 ,870 for 
1850,  will  ;:ive  for  average  production  l^       • 
each  iier-ion,  $50  and  20  tviitii. 
Pi>pnlntinn  North,  13.5*^7.'^)— each  person  |4I.T« 

Population  South.  9.fMU.656— each  person  |MJO0 

Now.  if  we  deduct  from  all  our  agricnl- 
tnral  products,  the  amount  exported, 

to  wit |11<).7fa.lll 

M>  will  have  loft  for  home  consumption       $1,046,707,011 
Whioh  9liow4  that  each  perron  conhumed  f4U8 

Tlie  North  cnnsumed MQ0.S4QLAU 

The  S>uth  cnisumed $t»JtSfiU 

IIen«i\  it  api>e.ir4,  that  the  North  had  a 
deflriency  in  lf«&0,  of  i^rlcultnral  pro- 
ducts, to  the  value  of fOdlOftJM 

Whereas,  the  !<outh  had  a  rarplua  of  .    .        $124.UAJU 

Or  each  Peri<ftn  at  the  North  mn«umed  S8  oents 
more  than  he  produced;  wlien-a.-*.  at  the  S<Nith.  ssrh 
protlucetJ  $12  M)  more  than  lir  eouKumeil. 

We  will  now  examine  the  table  of  the  products  of 
Cutures,  mines,  and  mechanic  arta 

On  page  179.  Census,  we  And  the  value  of  all 

thete  |>roiluet«  of  the  United  States,  de- 

durting  value  of  raw  material,  to  bif     .    .    $45K<¥I.Ui 

The  North  pro.luoed       .    .    .    |:iTS.;.Utt.l75 

The  South  produced      .    .    .        8«.:i7«.*J.'io 

$46S.f».S1.4a 

Let  UK  d«Mlnct  the  manufactures  exported  in 

1S.>().  whirh  amount^'d  ti» |1»».1V.T'T 

And  we  have  left  for  domestic  coiiKumption  |L44u.4«i.fi^ 
D^in^  at  tin-  rate  of  $19  to  viuh  penmn. 

Now  the  North  consumed  at  that  rat*:     .    .  $'257 .HIT .]*'.> 

Ami  the  South  eou'tumi'd |;l!C>,4«>T.44.« 

Tliu.'.  it  np}>HarH.  that  the  South  had  to  purfliase  frnn  ths 
North  «Ui;t.<'*U.1i*'i  of  manufactureo.  to  make  up  hit  <a«* 
fleiencies:  which  she  jisld  for  out  of  htr  icundiiA  iif  arnr>.i> 
turni  prtKlucts.  which  was  ;^124.-S5.').712.  and  th»-u  tbt-rv  "U 
left  til  thu  sktuth.  a  surplus  of  $2l.7<>4.5t4.  for  tlie  Vfjr  l^v'J. 

1  Uiiw  prnpi-Mie  to  Khiiw,  that  at  thit  Sfjuth.  wc  coltinls 
more  land  to  eai-h  |H>ri>fin.  and  that  the  cost  <>f  the  ia!id  A 
the  South  Lf  v*ry  little  more  than  hulf  the  ci.ii>t  of  }.in-l  at  :ha 
North,  and  y«.t  at  the  sfoutli  the  prtidmv  is  only  1*.*  i.f  nu  tc 
the  acre  let»s.  in  value,  than  at  the  North. 

On  pag<«  I C).  r«-nsns.    Total  improTnl  arres      1IC^0i:^J.ft4 
In  tiiM  Sf'Uthern  suteff    .    .    .      54.liVv>M 
In  the  Northern  states  and  ter- 
ritories     5H.i>4*;.0'3) 

ll-^.WifM 

So  that  at  the  .^uth.  there  are  5.<^  improved  ac  rta  u« 
each  inhabitant  and  at  the  North  4.2V  to  each. 

The  total  value  of  fill  m« $\'J7V.'TS.43S 

Value  in  Southern  St ttes LIH-'kO''} 

Value  In  Northern  states  and  territori*'S  .      ^.l^:!.!^,''.^!! 

So  that  at  the  South  the  acre  costs  $20.:>T:  but  at  tbs 
North  j:!7.07. 

Now.  the  acricultunil  products  of  the  North  wer*-.  s«  wf 
havi'  -icen.  S»"!<)o.77.'».01S.  being  ft  10.-W  to  esi  h  sriv.  and  if  the 
South  $10.'J(t  to  ittrh  acre:  and  at  th>'  S  uih  Tt.*-n  ^:r  '•"'Jl 
acre*  to  (■:urh  perron:  In  the  North  4.29  arnM  t<<  eai'h  \<^r*  ■% 
Hence,  nt  the  South.it  is  evident,  that  fa.h  |-er^.n  w-  rkinf 
land.  if..*tlnK  $n.'>.N2.  pn»iluee«i  $.*)R;  hut  in  th**  Wrih.  t-«-S 
lier*"!!  workiT c  land  nwting  $l.V.».  pnMu»-ri  Imt  $44  '•'  i»r, 
in  othi'r  wor<i*<.  the  hurii^nlturali-f  at  the  Stn'h  mn  |  "t^inre 
jl.T.'U)  more  than  an  aurirullurnli^t  at  the  N<irth  out  vf  his 
laud,  though  the  land  uf  the  latter  coals  $43 
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7«Br  1^  tfae  fniB  of  $1,000,000.  The  PMt  Offlee  Department 
drew  from  the  trcMury,  for  the  year  wmlini;  Judh  3Uth, 
1B58,  $3.iM0,173.  Suppoee  the  depertment  shnuld  rcciuire 
the  nme  amount  for  the  year  1869,  an  we  have  pruTld«d  in 
13m  regular  appropriation  bill  fur  3,d00.U00.  we  would  only 
be  calleil  upon  for  the  additional  sum  of  |i4i;U.lT3.  Yliin.  then. 
la  an  errorof  upward*  of  $2.000,0(N)  in  hU  1*4 ti mate  In  regard 
to  this  single  item.  Th«>  n^ular  appropriation  bill  coiitiina 
•11  the  sums  neceiaary  for  public  biiildiufsd.  amonntltiK  tu 
$3,104,000;  and  thin,  thttrefuro,  is  llkewiHo  an  erron«H>u« 
catimat<t.  We  have  bven  char;n>d  once  )>y  the  (ei*ntleman 
with  the  printing  deflciiriiny  of  $*HX>  0(M>  in  the  exppudilurM 
of  18A>t,  but,  for  Nome  rt'omn  that  hH  hoii  not  ckoaen  to 
avign,  ho  aipdn  chiirgei  us  with  it  In  thK  expenditures  of 
tlie  year  1850.  And.  finally,  he  efitimaUM  that  the  aroiy 
deflcieDcy  for  the  year  1^50  will  amount  to  the  rountl  sum 
Of  $^,000,000.  All  thent*  are  conjectures,  and,  so  far  as  their 
accuracy  can  be  tested  by  existing  fiictA.  tVy  are  shown  to 
bo  of  the  moat  unreliable  rhararter.  Tliat  the  gnntlt^man 
himself  is  not  satisflud  with  them  is  clearly  manifest  from 
bis  declaration  that  they  *•  may  lie  trrfT-ettimated.*'  1  submit 
It  to  him  to  say,  whether,  from  the  &ctM  nuw  befi>re  him.  he 
ii  not  entirely  satisfied  that  they  are  gruatly  '*  oper-fttimaUd." 
The  gentleman  then  proceeds  thus  :— 

''Now,  this  sum  of  $f>'2.000.000  does  not  Include  any  of  the 
following  items  of  expi>nditure,  aud  I  wif<h  gentleinvn  to 
add  those,  upon  their  own  estimate,  to  this  aggregate :  for 
protecting  worlcs  commenced  on  our  nnmerons  rivfrs  and 
harbors,  the  lowest  esthnate  of  which  is  $l.M)0,oao:  iind 
then  there  is  your  calendar  of  one  tbousund  prtratn  billn 
demanding  your  attention.  Th^re  is  tliu  pension  bill  fur 
the  old  soldiers  of  the  war  of  181*2,  pmpiMcd  by  the  gi>ii tie- 
man  fh>m  Tennessee  [Mr.  Savagel,  requiring  (*>,OU<MH>0  per 
annum.  Thure  are  the  ten  new  war  steamers,  proposed  by 
my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  BooookJ.  $2.M0.(Hi().  The 
French  spoliation  bill,  urged  so  forcibly  by  the  g<>ntleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis],  whli-h,  if  passed,  will 
xequire  $.5,000,000.  The  duties  to  bo  refund<Hl  on  gnoiis 
destroy(«d  by  fire — I  do  not  kn«)w  how  much.  Cumniutatlon 
to  the  helra  of  revolutionary  soldiers — 1  do  not  know  how 
nuch.  Claims  growing  out  of  Indian  wars  in  Oregon  and 
Washington,  urged  by  the  delegate  from  Oregon,  and  certi- 
fled  by  an  executive  ofllecr,  $$,<XX).000.  Th^n  we  have  the 
Padflo  Railroad,  a  f^ireta^te  of  the  cost  of  which  we  have  h.td 
in  $1,000,000  expen<ii>d  already  in  the  publication  of  the 
nport  of  the  surveys." 

But  two  of  the  measures  enumerated  In  thi-i  forDii<lsl»U> 
list  by  thu  gentlemnii  frt>m  Ohio  have  re<-i>ivcd  the  Ninctinii 
of  Congress — tho  adilltion  of  seven  ste.tincrK  P)r  tlii*  nnvy, 
and  for  that  purpose  an  appropriittion  or$1,2w.i>00  h.is  b>>«ni 
•mbrarnrl  in  the  recuiar  nnval  bill :  anJ  tht'  smDitiit  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  privutA*  i-Iiiiiu.*  hIIi>wim1  by  Oon^rej-s.  Whnt 
turn  will  be  nM4uir"d  for  thiri  l&tter  purp-ist;  i^iinot  now  U> 
determined,  but  I  iinsgiiie  It  will  exreitl  hix  oitiiiiate  of 

tl.OOO.OCKJ.  The  bill  to  refund  iliiiie.<<  on  kixAh  di-slntved  by 
re  was  defeated  iu  the  IIou4<!  l^cfore  thcgeiilleinairs.xpt^i-h 
was  delivertMi.  n«*ur  in  mind  the  fnct,  that  nonn  of  th**Hf 
meastire.o  hnve  U.^en  recouunenJLtl  by  tho  l>i3|>artment!<  or 
the  I'reAiilent. 

Having  thiH  nntlr«'.l  the  <rentli.'ni.iir«i  eMimates.  1  nnw 
d^ire  to  in(|uinf  w-hfthnr  hn  is  not  in  Tivor  of  nil  the  nien- 
•ures  he  has  referr»Ml  t>.  and  whether  hi-  U  not  re«dy  to  trive 
•ach  and  all  Wm  rrmliiil  an<J  hi^urty  iippr<i\.tl?  An'  not  hin 
politli.*al  ssMocinte^,  or.  nt  nny  nite.  nn  ovt^rwliitlmintr  ni.tjority 
of  them.  In  favor  of  nil  tlie<e  me.iKurex.  nnd  sre  they  not 
ready  to  cast  their  v(>te«  in  aid  «»f  tiii-lr  pnH>jnje?  Whiitcver 
may  be  the  gen  tit-man  V  intliviJunl  p<>>ition.  1  apprnhnnil 
there  can  Iw  little,  if  nny.  dmibt  as  t)  the  ]Mii<iiion  of  the 
larger  portion  of  hii  politicnl  frienil.'i. 

I  now  I'orae  to  the  estintstes  of  the  !?e<'rotiiry  of  tho  Tfa- 
nr/,  and  to  the  rf^^omniemtatiuns  of  the  Committee  of  Wayn 
and  Means,  made  to  C<'n^reft>  nt  the  prw^eut  seMion : 

The  Secretary  cstinmtcs  that  of  th«i  apjm>- 

priations  for  the  vear  IH^vi.  there  will  be 

expended  during  they ««ar  ISW  ....  JlO.fiSV^S.OS 
Permanent  aud   Indefinite  aj)- 

propriations 

#Aad  for  collecting  revenue  from 

ca.otouis 


,  aadly  mistaken  in  his  ealculattiNM.  Agaiai*  hla  ooajartwai 
<  e:»tlmat«s  I  now  oppose  conjectural  fatlnialiHi  of  the  Secivtuy 
of  the  Treasury ;  aud  it  ia  palpable  that  tho  nwotleman  hM 
been  mlsuken  to  the  extent  of  only  about  $2;.OMMM0l  Is  ft  b 
be  wondered  at  thai,  with  auch  ernrra  as  1  bavp  pointod  oo^ 
the  »hrewd  editor  of  the  »  New  York  TrlbuDo,**  in  hia  iiaat 
of  tho  third  of  this  month,  in  noticing  lh«  g^ntlafBrna't 
speech,  should  have  said :  "  We  should  have  Itked  it 
better  If  it  hail  worn  no  jKHig  aspect,  and  had  bean 
abiy  ntm-ptntUoH  iu  ita  iwpeand  bearing  T* 

1  prupoee  to  examine  in  10  the  estimates  of  the  {Wreluf 
of  the  Treasury  a  little  fkirther,  t  <  show  chat  h^  ha*«xhiUlia 
sound  Judgment  and  practical  knowlei'g*  of  the  dutlaa  af 
Itls  office : 

The  annual  estimates  of  appropriation  sub- 
mitted are   •    .    .    $M^19,MI.U 

Other  ertlmates  reforred  to  the  Oommittee  of 
VTays  and  Means  at  rarions  times  during 
the  session S,90tjn7.n 

M.222.M1J4 

80  much  for  the  estimates  of  tho  Secretarr.    Now  I  pi» 
sent  the  regular  appropriations  for  tha  sorrlot  of  tha 
I860,  amounting  to  $53^283.22. 


Pension 

Indian,  regular 

Do.     supplemental 

Dp.     deficiency 

Consular  and  diplomatic 

Military  Academy 

Naval 

Sundry  civil 

Le:^slatlTe,  executive,  and  Judicial     .... 

Army 

Mail  steamer 

I*o»it  itffire 

Coll*M'ting  revenue  from  imports  permanaU, 

adJItk/ual 


$i:tt.«io«i 

i;88S.tOUt 

9m,h;jm 

181.M4J9 
14C(lfL3M.SI 

tAZAXSOM 
i;.14.V606.4t 

3,600LO00il0 

1.1M,O00j0O 


To  which  add : 
Trea.4ury  notes      ....  1S58 
Manufacture  of  arms    .    .  1853 
Expeni^s  of  Invefitlgatlng 

I'ommittw's 1^8 

Treaty  with  D«MiniArk  .  .  18.'»8 
Di-Helency  in  printing,  ke.  18,58 
l)o.  for  the  vear  .  .  1W8 
Diaf.  diinili.  and  bfiud.  D.  C.  1858 
Hx;>ens>x<  (»f  invetitignting 

romniittee I808 

i  Clerk.o  in  Oregrtn  U*  regiciter 

I      nnd  r«"<:eiver 1^58 

j  Kunnin-;  Texas  Uiund.iry 

line 1859 

In<M<lent    to    the    loan    of 
$"-UlMj<M^N> 


93,4ftS;S33JS 


$20,000.00 
SGO,000.00 

35,000.00 

408.7,11.44 

341.1«9J^4 

»,704.»i*>.S9 

o,ouij.oo 

12,000.00 
T.OOO.no 

80.000.00 
6.00000 


F.sliniate: 

OthiT  appn>printi'ini<.    bill*   not  printed   and 
tutl'jitnt<.  including  all  private  bills     .    .    . 


I0.9T6.13^«.«1 
64,4:u,;;64.l3 


3.5»V,.iW  <: 


$:.ir^'i.22-i.40 
l.i."VM><>f).no 


&«commendnti(ms  for  the  yeir 
1  fifty,  as  n'portiil  by  the  '"'"in- 
mittee  of  Wayj.  and  M'^in^J    .  5lVJ'.).'i.i)4H.'_>2 

All  other  appropriafioMi  (esti- 
mated) at  present  j«e»J<i' ^n  .     .     3.orn.o<»''».«"»0 


8,31.5.22  l.W 


i.2'.0.<»4v.-J2 


Of  this  sum  th'»re  will  l»e  ex- 
pended during;  the  year  1>'.»  I.'.'Vh).(V)i)'k) 

40.20.=1.04<».2-J 

When  the  gentionuin  fr<iTn  Ohio  made  his  extlm.tte  of 
|92;000^0U>  ai  the  exponditurcs  fur  the  year  186d»  he  was 


68.UUO,<Aii>.uO 

Thu-  we  timl  th<>  exi^n:litnr"8  f>r  the  year  on  din  1:  Jun« 
.'JiMh.  ITi'.J,  r\!jii»nnt  to  th.»  isiim  of  J'i^^.fHsJ.ts^),  inji:r>ad  if 
4-.»'J.iXii».(««<.  a-*  e^tim.itM  Jiy  the  g^-ntlenian  fr»>m  Ob^-.  If 
the  wi^liH.t  I  if  the  l're»l<ii.>nt  and  Cabinet,  and  a  lar/u  txii^v 
rity  i>f  th«*  Pi-nun-ratie  mnn^nTH  of  Congre**,  c-uld  hate  pn^ 
vailed,  the  ex|vnditure:'  would  have  fillen  bel'.<w  this  mm. 
Tho  resnlt,  however,  denion^trates  mo->t  ci'nrlu-ively  thst 
the  roi;Je<:tunil  eAtlmatrs  of  the  gentleman  fntm  tibi*'  w^rv 
not  Mitliiu  niillions  of  th^  true  amnunt,  and  ithouM  cau^ 
the  pif  iple  to  illstra'it  all  th>*<>retir*ul  and  lmai;inatlve  raJru- 
l.Ationi  on  i>nbjv(*t.<i  of  so  much  inijiortance  to  their  wi'llar^. 

And.  in  tlii<*  oinnteilon.  fM>rmit  me  to  expn*ii»  my  runtial 
appproTal  of  thu  fentiments  eiulniiiiiril  by  the  I'ruaidMit  in 
his  annual  mi-esjip*.  in  which  he  declares  tliat — 

»*  An  ovttrflowin;r  in^^un-  has  led  to  haHts  of  pmlt^hty 
nnd  extravn-.rnnce  in  our  l•1:i^lnltnn.  It  has  Indoi^M  Cuch 
gn-*  to  make  I.nrjsr  appiopri.itiou^  X*^  ohy.'rXA  fT  whioh  Itiey 
nevi-r  wrmlij  have  pri>vi.ie<l  hail  it  lieen  n^^iVMary  to  raise 
the  :imi>unt  of  revenue  re<]uin>d  to  meet  them  by  tiirreaM^d 
taxation  or  by  loans.  >\«-  are  now  ei'mpelled  to  |kau«4  is 
our  enreer,  and  to  -^'rutinixe  our  expenilitiires  with  ibe  utr 
uio^t  viirilanre;  and  in  peiforminir  tlii>t  iluty.  I  p}e<tffs  my 
eo-i 'pern t ion  to  the  extent  of  mv  constitutli^nal  eitDi|N>!erM*v. 

"  It  ouzht  to  )•!>  obMTveil  at  the  same  time  that  tru»  |iut»- 
lic  ei'onomy  dftoM  not  eoniiist  In  witKbolillnir  the  means 
nHiv»j.nry  ti>  aceoniiilnh  impi^rtant  national  ohjerls  lntru»t^ 
to  us  )>y  the  Con^iituti'^n.  and  espcHally  such  a^  my  He 
neceM^iiry  fiir  the  common  di>fencH.  In  the  preaeat  criris  uf 
tha  country  it  Is  our  duty  to  conflna  oar  apysoyilatkna  la 
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of  dortrines  do  nt  inflnlta  hann  la  the  South.    Thtre  un 

riilivat  there;  thero  are  Uborera  thcire;  there  are  mecha- 
Uien.  Are  ihey  BlaTenf  Who  is  it  in  the  South  that 
clTeM  art  title  and  Mcatity  to  the  in^itltution  of  ilaTcry? 
Who  U  it.  let  me  ask  erery  Sciuthuruer  around  mu}  Enp- 
poM,  fur  inntanre,  we  take  the  etate  of  t$«»nth  C^arolina;  and 
there  nn  many  things  abuut  her  and  her  people  thiit  I 
admire :  vre  find  that  the  3^4.9$4  ularea  In  South  GBrulina 
an*  owned  by  how  many  whites  ?  Tliey  are  owned  by  '2&.566. 
Tkkc  the  dtuto  of  TennesMu.  with  a  jiopuL&tlon  of  800,000; 
239,uuu  Klaved  are  owned  by  33,864  putrfions.  The  slaves  in 
the  etate  of  Alal>ama  are  owne<l  by  29.295  whiten.  The 
whnli!  number  of  HlaTiiiholdi'r.-i  in  all  the  flare  statcii.  when 
summed  uis  makes  317.000,  ownlnfc  three  and  a  half  miJli»>n 
•laveri.  The  white  population  in  fiuuth  Carolina  is  274.000 ; 
the  sUthh  greater  than  the  whites.  Tlie  aggregate  popula* 
tion  of  the  ftate  Is  608.607. 

The  operatiTes  in  South  Carolina  are  08,549.  Now,  take 
the  2ii.(>)0  lilaTihowners  out,  and  a  larito  proportion  of  the 
Muplo  fif  South  Carolina  work  with  their  hnnds.  Will  It 
do  to  assume  that,  in  the  state  of  tSouth  Carolina,  the  state 
of  TeiiDes«ee.  the  state  of  AUbama.  and  tli«i  other  i^laTclinld- 
in^  ctate:!.  ail  thoM  who  <ln  not  own  ulavrs  are  slares  them- 
■alTes  7  Will  this  asiiumptk>n  do?  What  does  it  do  at  home 
In  our  cwn  states?  It  has  a  tendency  to  raij«e  prrjndlce,  to 
engender  oppotition  to  the  institution  of  slavery  itself!  Yet 
our  own  folks  will  do  it 

Mr.  Ma!1<j!I.  Will  tlie  Senator  from  Tenuessee  allow  me 
to  Int^'rrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  .loiiMflOX  of  TenneMKi'.    Ye^.  sir. 

Blr.  Mam^m.  Tlie  Senat(>r  is  making  an  exhibition  of  the 
Tory  ftfw  slavtfholdtfn  In  tlie  Siutheru  states,  in  proportion 
to  the  white  population,  attninling  to  the  ccnuus.  That  Is 
an  exhibition  which  li.is  U-en  made  U'fore  by  Senators 
who  i>U  on  the  oih  r  ^'■>\^1  of  ttie  Chamber.  Thusy  bava 
brought  liffoni  the  .\>.  -ii>im  people  wliat  they  allege  to  be 
tlie  fuct,  »hown  by  th-  c.:i.<!ii8.  that  of  the  white  population 
in  tlio  skiuthiTn  staU*ii,  then*  iire  very  fvw  who  are  slsre* 
holders.  The  Souatur  from  T«nncpstv  i^  now  doing  the  ^u^le 
thing.  1  undftntfand  him  to  i^y  thvre  nn*  but  s<.iuie— 1  du 
not  riMnHMilxT  exactly  tlu,>  niimU;rs,  but  I  think  thriw 
hundred  tliou5and  or  a  frat-tion  more  of  the  whit<>s  in  the 
•laveholding  Ntaiea,  who  own  three  million  Hlavtui:  but  he 
made  no  further  exiKisition.  I  tu*k  the  Senator  to  state  the 
additiniml  fact  that  the  holders  of  the  ulares  aru  the  heads 
of  fauiiliefl  of  tlie  while  popnlatiou ;  and  neiilier  that  t<en.v 
tcr  uor  thoHu  whoiie  examiile  he  has  fi>Uow»l  on  the  other 
side.  ha.H  Mated  the  fact  that  the  whlti>  i)'>puintion  in  the 
Southern  statojt,  as  in  the  other  statics,  euitirace^  men, 
women,  and  children.  JI<*  hat  e.xhibib'il  only  the  oumlMT 
of  Mlavelinlderii  who  are  hcsulii  of  fninilieK. 

Mr.  .ToiiN!J05  of  TennKi«<e4'.  The  ."^enatnr  civs  I  have  not 
made  .111  exhibit  of  Uio  fiiot.  The  Senat>^r  interrupted  nic 
before  1  had  ccncluded.  I  Kave  way  us  a  niatlor  of  (Tiiurtesy 
to  him.  I'erhapt  hix  f>]^*<><h  wiioM  liavt;  hud  no  place,  if  lie 
hail  waited  to  hear  mu  a  fi>w  niuuientfl  lunger. 

Mr.  Mason.  I  shall  wait  1  tluiu'j:ht  the  Sonutor  had 
panted  th.tt  point. 

Mr.  JuHNijoN  of  Tonne^set^.  T  w.i.h  htnling  (lie  faet,  that 
acconling  tu  thn  cenxux  taldus  thriH*  liuiidre<i  .iii<l  forty->i**Ten 
thourand  white  pt^r.-oos  owmd  the  whole  number  of  f-laves 
In  the  Southern  8t:iteN.  1  wnf  uUiut  to  Ht.itH  thut  the  families 
holding  these  xUives  uii'.;hl  avera:;e  ^ix  or  ei>:ht  or  ten  (K'r- 
■ons,  all  of  whimi  nre  interexteii  in  the  pn)>lui't8  of  Kl.tve 
lalior,  and  m.tny  of  these  slaves  are  hekl  by  niinorH  and  by 
females.  I  wan  not  allniliiig  to  th<>  niiitttT  fxr  the  pur^Ktse 
the  Senator  fnmi  Virginia  !<eeiii«  to  ha\e  intimated,  and  I 
shouM  have  lHM*n  much  oMi;;ed  to  l.ini  if  he  had  waiteil 
until  he  hearti  my  upjtllr.ttion  of  theM>  ti;;nr<-i<.  I  was  fi'tUn: 
to  show  that  expre^hloiis  like  those  to  whi"h  I  iiave  alluded 
opfrriifo  H|;ainht  u»  in  the  S'Uth.and  1  wnn  following  the  ex- 
ample of  no  one.  I  wa.'*  taking  the.xe  factN  fntni  the  reiiHUH 
taiileN.  wlilch  Were  ]MiMi!<he<l  by  onler  of  t'oni;n«sj',  to  show 
the  lutd  policy  and  iojll^til.•e  of  dei'luring  that  the  lulKiring 
portion  of  our  p<^puluiion  were  slav«i8  and  uienluls.  Su«-h 
declaration!*  should  not  l>e  a)iplied  to  the  peitple  citlier 
North  or  South.  I  wisiii\l  to  khv  in  tlmt  connexion,  that, 
iu  my  opinion,  if  a  few  men  at  the  North  and  at  thu  South, 
who  enterlniu  extreme  viewx  on  the  subject  of  >>lavery,  and 
de»ire  to  keep  up  Rciiatiou,  uere  out  of  the  way,  the  great 
ma^i  of  the  p<>ople.  North  and  .^outh,  would  go  on  prosi^er- 
ou-'ly  and  hurmouiou>ly  under  our  luftituiiouH. 

Kxtra>'>t  from  the  tip«Mt<-h  of  the  Ifon  .T  M.  S\XDii>nE  of 
fjouifiana.  deliven-d  in  the  llouik'  of  Itepre^entativeK,  March 

30lh,  i*<:.s. 

It  i"  hiU'i.  that  "  tliruffl  won't  Ho."  and  T  will  now  procetnl 
with  my  prlnri|ial  purpo>e  in  iie«-king  the  Il'jor  to  dnv.  liut, 
sir.  I  sli.ill  rnnti.ist  no  on*-  htnte  with  nnotlier.  the  leust 
pr'»!»peri-n>'  of  <iiii«  »»i'i"ti"n  a;;aiiist  the  most  pnifju-rou!*  (if  the 
oth«T  H's'tion:  thut  will  (!■»  wi.-ll  enons;h  for  rl.iptt.ipperv  on 
th<'  Htump — to  a^••n^••  feetioual  anho>  sity  or  party  fi-eling. 
I  fluill  put  the  vbole  North  against  the' entire  South,  and 
theu  let  him  strike  the  balance,  who  can,  to  our  dh>panigo- 


ment    I  iuTlte  my  fMenda  on  both  Mm  of  tko  Ho««  k 

fiillow  me  in  my  lUtemantai  and  to  comet  any  mnn  I  wi§ 
make. 

1  hare  taken  as  authorftlea.  the  rraras  of  ItSQ,  and  (l| 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiiiiry  for  lS6i,  oo  Oh* 
meroe  and  Navigation. 

1  stale,  as  an  umleniahle  (iurt.  that  the  afarlealtunl  pit^ 
duetions  of  the  Suutlivra  sUlos,  for  the  ye»r  l«ftiii  sbov  IM 
each  inhabitant,  of  all  clasftfS,  pnduced  $13  and  il)  mM 
more  than  each  indivldnsl  at  th«  North. 

1  state  that  the  average  agrienltural  prodnctlona  •!  te 
Sf'Uth  was  f58  to  each  ptrson,  when  at  the  North  it  val 
only  $44  and  70  cents. 

irom  thu  table  I  have  prepared,  showing  the  prodnrtotC 
different  kinds  in  all  the  etatea,  1  ivmI  that  tho  total  i«(i> 
cultural  pniductbins  for  IMO  amounted  ti)($t, 164,457.711;-' 
itay  one  thounaud  on*  hundred  and  sixty-AiMir  rallUoas  df 

And,  of  this  sum.  the  North  prodneed  In  roimd  noatanL 
six  hundred  and  fbnr  millions,  and  the  South  fire  himdna 
and  sixty  mllliona 

I  will  now  eontinoa  the  tablet  on  tha  agiicd tonl  fi» 

ducUuna 

Total  Talne  agrfeattund  prodorts    .    .    .     $l,16«g4&7.TN 

-        -  **  North     .    .    .  «03,r7tj»ll 

<'        "<  •*  South     .    .    .  Mii.6es:7« 

Population  of  Unltwl  Stateti,  23.191.876  for 

1850,  will  icive  for  average  pniducUoB  by       • 

each  |ier.<on.  $!a^  anil  M  eeiitM. 
IVipulat ion  North ,  1 3,627. 22l>— each  pKnaon  |4I.7Q 

population  South.  9.^4.050— each  permn  |MjIM 

Now.  if  we  dedtut  from  all  our  ainieui* 

tural  products,  the  amount  exported, 

to  wit |11fi.TM.ni 

We  will  have  I«>fT  for  home  consumption       |l,OI5,70?.MI 
Which  fIiow*  that  each  perron  couhumed  fIBwOS 

Tlio  North  c'lnKunu-d M09.8SQ41S 

TlieS«)Uth  enni«uiue«l |M6,iS^ 

lienee.  it  ap|<eurx.  that  the  North  had  m 

defleiency  iu  l*t5U,  of  agricultural  prth 

duets,  to  the  vaIiw  of fOdlOMM 

Whereas,  the  South  had  a  rarplus  of  .    .        $ia4,%Hi,;iS 

Or  each  Perfon  at  the  North  cfiiHumed  8R  cents 
more  than  he  produeed:  when-a.'*.  at  the  Southt  aarh 
proilnced  ^1290  more  than  he  rouNuineil. 

We  will  now  examine  the  table  of  the  prodoets  of 
fiieture*.  mineA,  and  mechanic  arts. 

fHi  T-age  179.  Oensuii.  we  find  the  valuo  of  all 

the«^  prodiietji  of  the  United  States,  de- 

durting  value  of  mw  material,  to  t-e     .    .    $45S>.(t$M3i 

The  N«>rth  pnMiuced      .    .    .    ii:;T'«.iii«ft,175 

The  South  produced      .    .    .        Kii..-i7rt.:M) 

«46«.f''1.4a 

\M  UH  deflurf  the  manufacture!*  cxpr>rt(Hi  In 

l>^"iO.  whirb  auiounti.'d  to fl'».1!y,TP7 

And  we  li:ive  left  for  domestic  roniiuniption  |44«i.4''1.''«p 
U»*ing  at  tin-  rate  of  $19  bi  eai-h  pen-iiii. 

Now  the  N«'rlli  cui'iuroed  at  that  rale     .    .  f"2,'.7.'tl7.1'^' 

And  the  South  coiiMumt^ $1^'i.4CT.4i<« 

ThuH,  it  apjNvirK,  that  th^  South  lisd  to  purrti»fv  frrm  rbc 
North  «hUt.«i91,1«<>>  of  ntaniifacturf«.  !■>  make  up  hrr  k- 
firiencies:  which  she  paid  for  ont  of  her  >urplu«  of  seri^ur 
tuml  products,  which  wa«  gl24.So.V712.  and  theu  ibi  re  vrj 
left  to  The  .Siuth.  a  surplus  itf  $2I.7i>4.014.  for  tlie  year  l*'-". 

1  now  propose  t4i  hhow,  that  at  the  Stuth.  w*-  rnltirnii 
more  land  to  each  p4'rK>n.  and  that  the  ci.'St  of  th>*  N'jil  ;it 
the  .South  ib  v^ry  httle  ni'iru  than  half  the  ci>Kt  of  ]  in-l  at  the 
North,  and  y«  t  at  the  S>uth  the  pn«iuii*  in  ubly  1'.*  c«.'u:»  ic 
the  acre  le<>s.  in  value,  than  at  the  North. 

On  pag«>  IC'.i.  rf-ni-nR.    Total  improrM  arras       1i;;.0ri.n4 
In  the  S<»uthern  nati'S    .    .    .      W.^'S'sIAH 
In  the  Northern  stateA  and  ter- 
ritories     RS.t>4f..0ai» 

ll.TaS.fl4 

So  thst,  at  the  P«uih.  tliere  are  r»  iW  improved  acrte  t« 
each  Inluibitant,  anil  at  the  North  4.2^'  ti>  each. 

Tli«tf.tal  rnlneof  frtims $3.271.. '7.^4-.'? 

Value  in  Southern  stites l.llV.'Wi.l  4 

Value  in  Northern  ^tate«  and  terribirks  .      2.1£i2.1v.';d7 

So  that  St  the  South  the  acre  vt^tn  $2<>.r.7:  but  at  tbt 
North  |:J7.07. 

Now,  the  aiH'icultuml  products  of  the  V'-rth  wer*'.  p«  wf 
have  siiin.  4i»iti;;.77.'»,<)l •».  bflnK|lU.nO  to  e.i.  li  ■irr-.  ^nd  ar  th« 
S«<uth  $10.2n  to  eaeh  sen':  and  at  the  .<-  nil,  u  •  r><  iir  ■  '» 
acrefl  to  <-;tch  |ti<mMi:  in  the  North  4  2^^  .■ii-ii*i>  to  r»  -t*  {»r^  il 
llt-nee.  ut  the  .'^outh.it  is  evident,  that  naih  per«>r!  «  rWrnR 
laml.  rofjtlng  <116.*<2.  proiluee*:  fSA;  but  in  th»*  Norib.  i-ii-h 
pefrKU  workii  g  hind  ro«tinK  $1  >'■*.*.  pn<dui'«>s  tut  («1  To  *t, 
in  other  wonN,  thn  »^ri<*nlturali-t  nt  tho  Sioih  r»n  j  rn'oi* 
:  jil3.:<0  more  Than  an  aurii'ultunlUt  at  the  North  nut  >. f  hi* 
1  laud,  though  the  laud  of  the  Utter  cosls  $4S  more. 
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Tbe  blU  en»ferag  «  UeatoiuuiiOenerml,  and  inereMlnfc  tha 

Cy  of  t)i»  ofBocn  and  msn  in  the  amy,  was  paaped  bj  the 
It  OongTttM,  and  was  most  cordially  sapportsd  bj  the 
opposiUon  party  in  thU  House. 

During  the  Thirty-fourth  OongrnsK.  $1A,022  was  Appro- 
priated to  pay  per  diem  and  mileaKu  to  Archer,  Vonke,  Tnr* 
n^,  Raeder,  Milllkeu,  and  R«nnett,  fur  oontestlng  the  seats 
of  members  returned  to  that  Con^n^iw ;  and  in  all  those 
eases  the  oontests  were  decided  against  thum.  The  yeas  and 
Bays  show  that  the  opposition  are  xespnnsible  for  this  ex* 
penditnre. 

During  the  ssme  Congress,  river  and  harbor  bills,  fboting 
up  ttie  sum  of  $745,000,  wcro  pushed  by  the  opposition,  and 
vetoed  by  fresident  Pierce,  ftroatly  to  the  annoyance  of  tlie 

Katleman  and  his  pnrty.  At  the  first  rcwIou  of  the  same 
ngress,  appropriations  aninuuting  to  $;).  188.739,  were 
pasond  for  forty-one  curtcim-houoes,  court-liouses,  post 
ottces,  and  marine  hoiipltals.  ()f  thiit  number,  only  eleren 
were  recommended  by  tho  adminiftnition.  At  the  thlnl 
■aasion  of  the  Nune  Congress.  apprnprlatioDK  for  the  same 
purpose  wore  made  to  thirty-one  buildinir*  of  a  like  kind, 
amounting  to  $2,084,000,  only  four  of  which  had  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  admlnlstntion. 

During  the  Kamo  CVint^>KH  approfiriations  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  |2,'Z7O,O0O  were  madt  for  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol,  thu  dome,  and  workn  of  art.  It  was  out  of  this 
appropriation  for  the  Capitol  ext«*ncinn.  if  I  am  rightly  in* 
formeil,  thiit  dotiki*  wero  p»rcha<ie>l  at  :¥M}  each,  and  chairs 
at  $70  each,  for  the  u«w  hull  uf  the  lli>use  of  Uepresonta- 
tSveii. 

The  appropriations  for  the  •vvhriI  items  of  the  contingent 
Aind  for  the  iioune  of  Kopre«fUtatiTe«  for  thu  Thirty-third 
OongroM  amounted  to  $d<i3.lOO.^>.  Tlie  A|ipntpriatious  for 
tbe  same  objects  for  the  Thirty-fnurth  Coiiicn'sjt  ran  up, 
uider  the  action  of  thu  uppnfiiti<.in  in  thh  Houko,  wlio  hnil 
the  majority,  to  the  sum  of  $l.o>«T.770.  nbowing  an  Incruaso 
In  thlii  braiirh  of  ezpendicuru  of  $lh4.(>(}9.44. 

At  tbe  last  session  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Congrmw  the 
Senate  returned  to  thh  Houifo  tiiH  sundry  civil  iiill  with 
103  amendments,  coreriug  anpropriatiuus  to  the  amount  of 
$3,771,810.45.  It  cam«t  to  this  lluuw*  no  the  last  uL'ht  of 
the  session,  when  we  had  no  o|»|M)rtuiilty  even  Ui  rend  tlie 
amendments  in  the  Houim.  On  the  n*couuneudatlou  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meimii,  the  }Ioii»*  rejected  all  the 
amendments,  and  Uie  liiil  and  unieudmenls  thus  ndeeted 
went  to  a  committee  of  conference,  who  repiirtod  the  next 
morning  that  tbe  Senato  should  re<*ede  fruni  amendments 
covering  $7Ki,260.01.  and  th.tt  the  I lomm  should  n*oi>*le  from 
Its  diHa};^e«^meut  a.H  to  tlie  renMue.  Wh"!!  the  reit'lin^  of  the 
amondmeuts  was  rHllni  for.  S|tfnkf'r  liaiiks  dei-ided  tlint 
thi*y  could  not  Ui  re.-vl.  and  this  IIouho  v>hh  brought  to  a 
vote  on  th»»  adoption  of  the  roiifiToiirt'  n'p<»rt — and  thui*, 
without  any  knuwlr^l^re  of  wnnt  tlo-y  w'-n*  iloin-;.  tin*  nn-m- 
bert.  Tutrtl  ftwsv  ^o.O'.x.fiinj  .14  uf  tin-  piiMi-  n»on«*y,  l»y  ST  ye.tK 
to  07  njivfl.     or  tlie  >S7  yi'aH.  Ti**  b^'loniri'd  to  the  uppuxitlon. 

If  I  had  tin.'  IxuuK  I  would  n't'er  V<  it-mw  nf  tin'  v«iteH  on 
the  i^nstc'H  amendinntit^  to  the  Kunilry  eivil  l>I.|  al  th«.> 
pre(k>nt  s«>K«i(>u.  Fur  tho  (MHt<>Di-lious>>  (ii>d  marine  lio.'.pit.il 
amoiiduii'iits — for  the  nniendniiMit  «lire(;liii!;  tho  ]>ayinent  to 
the  fftate  of  Maine  of  imurions  intereKt  ou  ni'int-y  itorrowM 
to  carry  ou  the  .Arf"0!«ii»iik  w.ir — for  tli<»  nnicnilinent  appro- 
priating to  (iaie«  k  Seaton  ^:Uo.•)<)«>  for  thi>  pui<Ii<-ation  of  the 
Amerii^nn  .State  I'apiT^,  and  otlitr  aniendmentji  tliat  uiL'ht 
lie  eiiuiner.itcil.  a  dix-ided  ni-ij"ritr  uf  the  yean  tvtuie  Iruui 
the  op|Mi^ition  Ri>le  of  the  lliiu*i**. 

Tho  p>ntleinan  cfimplainH  tliat  our  foreirn  intercourse 
expensui*  have  run  up  to  nn  KiiornionH  fl^nn*.  The  gentle- 
man evidently  diH's  not  un-{>>rpt;inil  the  Kiil>j.'i*t.  It  will  be 
rerolloctod  that  awurdH  pait}  und<>r  trentii'x  anil  other  pay* 
mentM  of  a  like  i'h:ii-;u-ter  are  cnibrac«i|  in  tliis  expenditnr<>. 
Br  WMV  of  illuHtrntioii.  I  txke  the  yi*nr  endiii.:  .lunf  -'Mih. 
184'.>.  wlu»n  the  ap].r«ipriatl<»n  for  thisohji-pt  Wiis  .-♦5.'.»ns,«.r.ir).72, 
ma«io  un>ii'r  a  lK>niornitio  Adminli<( ration,  ami  tlieyi-ar  end- 
ing ,hine  riolli,  1^^3.  m:tiie  under  nn  Mp)xiHition  Adniiniiitra- 
tion,  when  the  appropriation  wan  «t».'>o.?(71.;i«>.  In  the  farmer 
year  S0..')(;5,o.S4.79  was  u^e*!  to  fulfil  tn-aty  stipulationn  with 
the  Mexii:aii  n>puhlie,  the  Kin;r  of  the  Two  .^ii;ilie.'<,  and  the 
rep u Mil' of  I'ern.  h-nvin.;  n  iialaufi*  of  $:i43.i>41.*.i,'i.  In  the 
latter  year  only  $J'J7,ln'i  ■'»"  was  rtfiuin^l  to  pay  awanla. 
learinp;  a  lialanne  uf  Ji«\i:;.71;'».7;i  fi>r  foreign  iutnn'oursie 
proper — alniOHt  doiihle  the  iinmuntJ)  n<:e<l  tor  tliis  purjiotu'  in 
1S4!'.  IIow  will  the  gentlenian  explain  thi**  InrrtMHe  under 
Opp<^9(iti«in  rule? 

Swwfiinir  rlmr>r«r'«of  t«xtrav.i;ran'»e.  such  a«  tin*  p'ntlenian 
has  indnl;:--'!  in.  f)-*  not  strike  my  mind  ny*  tlie  n)o^t  antiafrtc- 
torj'  mode  of  di^'ii^sin^r  thif  (iii«Nlion.  If  the  rh.trp'R  sre 
wll  fouiidi'<l,  it  i*  an  exr»'«';iln:.'ly  en*y  matter  for  pMitlnmen 
to  dosiznatt-  ti»'  items  in  tlie  annual  appnrpriati'Uia  that  are 
not  .ju-'tiii.'d  hy  a  pri»|n<r  ru;r!»i»l  f»r  eMin'my.  If  you  are  for 
rffonn.  pn^ft^nt  your  nH>aHure«.  let  thfin  In*  examined,  and. 
If  they  are  wi-M-  ;inj  jUHf.  yon  ean  n«ly  up-m  our  FUp|«ort  to 
aid  in  their  pfiana-.'e.  If  you  are  in  enrne.it.  you  will  do  thii^: 
but.  until  it  ^hail  l-o  done,  you  cannot  r^inrince  thu  |K.xiplo 
nf  your  lilnreritv.  Oa-*!*  your  denuneiationa,  irive  us  the 
aetiLil^,  bilug  forward  your  mva>urfs  of  retrenchment  and 


rsfoffiU)  and  tihoa  ftimUi  piMtlwl  cfldMM  tt  _ 

tlon  lo  ramedy  what  you  eonakler  exlrting  avllB  ta'tti 

admlnistratton  of  the  govenunaat  mnd  In  oar  ajslHi  «f 

legislatioD. 
Anotlier  question  which  has  attraeted  •  largr  ahan  flf 

public  attention  is  the  proper  dispoidtion  to  be  raadeof  tkt 
public  lands.  It  la  undeniably  true  that  the  OppoiMoa  is 
the  Nortli  and  Nortli-west,  as  a  party,  '^  comalcted  to  tfei 
policy  of  railroad  granta.  In  the  Thlrty-fborth  Oimiwh 
when  the  Oppnaitkm  had  andlspntctd  eontrol  in  tbla  aomm, 
the  House  Oommitteo  <m  Pnbllc  Lands  repnrted  aeren  tllli^ 
making  granta  of  alternate  sections  of  land,  aiz  ■ertiona  is 
width  on  each  side  of  the  respvctlTe  roada,  to  tlie  stalH  flf 
Iowa.  Florida  and  AUlMuna.  Alabama,  Louisiana,  WlieOfr 
sin,  Miebisan,  and  Mississippi,  eoTering  13.6g6,ai>l  aava.  A 
liku  grant  was  alM  made  to  the  territory  of  Minnaaoto.  wfekk 
passed  the  ientOe  by  yeas  32.  nays  10.  Of  the  yeaa,  U  wan 
Demfjcnita.  9  il«publirana,  and  2  Fillmore  Americana  Tit 
10  who  voted  in  the  ntffcaUTo  were  all  Demoerala.  Wkan 
this  bill  muid  to  the  House,  It  waa  amended  by  a  grant  ft 
Alabama,  and  aa  amended  waa  paaasd  by  yeaa  87,  nay*  ML 
or  the  yeaa,  tiO  were  KepubUeaas,  18  Democrat*,  and  S  Vfl^ 
more-AmerlcNiis.  Of  the  nays,  22  were  Rcpubltennfl.  M 
Demoeralft.  and  10  Flllmore-Americanfl.  If  I  had  daa  I 
would  refer  to  the  rotea  on  anch  bUls,  on  other  wtaiionii 
to  show  that  tbe  Opposition  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  ha^ 
band  the  public  lands,  and  so  to  manage  then  that  thsy 
may  be  a  sinirce  of  rerenue  to  the  gormunent.  In  mf 
Tlew,  such  dicposltiona  of  tbe  pnbllc  landa  mrs  wnnr-ta 
principle^  unjust  to  the  old  statea.  and  of  mbrhlerons  pulky. 
Such  grants  build  up  monopolle^  and  monopollea  are  alwasi 
prejndieial  tolndlTldual  Interests  and  the  equal  rights  of  silL 

In  1848  the  Opposltkm  raised  the  cry  of  eztrmvacawn 
against  the  Demorratic  party,  and,  In  the  then  vaMIng  eon- 
dition  of  the  publie  mind,  snceeeded  in  obtaining  poeiei'slon 
of  tile  gnvernment.  Taylor  and  Fillmore  were  viertad  la 
the  Prenidenry  and  Vice-I*reiiideney  of  the  United  States,  and 
entered  upon  the  discharge  at  their  dntiea  pn  the  4th  f1 
March,  1S40.  TYiey  came  into  power  avowing  their  purpoia 
to  retn'ueh  expenditnrva  and  reflbnn  abuaea  whini  wfin 
allegeii  to  oxLit  under  the  administration  of  their  pred*««» 
sorv ;  and  tb^  people  were  Induced  to  believe  that  thew  grwal 
result*  would  be  attained.  During  the  admlnl«trati<iO  et 
Mr.  I'olk.  tlie  duty  of  carrying  (in  ttie  war  with  Mexf<t>d» 
volved  upon  him;  and,  aa  a  necessary  consniini'nof.  tbe 
annual  expenditures  were  much  larger  than,  under  c-tli«Y 
circumstances,  they  would  havr  been.  In  the  f^nr  y-an  Ui 
expenditures  amounted  (exclusive  of  the  public 'debt)  ts 
$lii:i.:;sl.02ti..')S — being  au  annual  areraice  expvndltate  of 
$4l.."VI.^.Jort.:VJ.  In  the  four  years  of  Taylor  and  KiMm'Ye 
the  expetiditure't  (exrlufdre  nf  the  puMic  debtj  amonntni  lo 
4irsVr>;i.ii.V)4H— N'ing  an  annual  aremge  ifZ|i*Mi>iiture  <t 
$\\A'2iV.i\*x.'>.  The  Whit;  Administration,  tlier-fxre.  rf 
Taylor  and  Fillmore,  nvt  the  p»-opii'  J7iVti.Vi.i4  a  year  rar-re, 
in  .t  time  of  pr^^fouud  {leNttr.  tiian  the  Item<K*rali*  Adii.inis* 
t ration  of  i'tdk  coKt  thnm  in  a  timnof  war.  If  «u--h  «a8 
the  result  in  that  inManei*.  may  we  not  fv«ri>nalily  nntia* 
pato  a  like  result  if  the  Oppo-itioD  shall  »ii'Yi-«oi  In  fl.^ 
next  pn-Hidential  ^t^u;;gle?  The  -(anie  men  who  rif-rtrd 
Taylor  and  Fillmore  now  Cfmclituti'  The  bfaly  of  tbe  (>pprici> 
tiou  arrayed  agu:  i-t  the  pn-«ent  eminently  patriotic  adin^ 
ni-<tration. 

It  is  known  to  iKi-i  cnnimittee  that  during  my  entiro 
service  iu  this  ImmI  i  Itive  latMired  sealonsly  f^  reduce  ez> 
p4>ndltun'».  S^>  <!••  iie>l  has  l>eeu  my  publie  artfton  i>n  this 
Hul^ect  that  ir  Iwi-  i>utj<-<-teil  un>  to  the  tierce  dvuunciatkios 
of  ag«>nl>  .1  I  all  otliers  interi^Nted  in  largv  e\|>eni|itnrt-»  r-f 
the  i-i:  i-  money.  Indet-ii.  many  of  my  piilitii-al  a^y^-ialcs 
in  ;hs'  lIuuKe.  whose  view*  up«'>n  tliis  fubjt^-t  are  m(4« 
iiiA-ral  than  my  own.  n>>t  unfnNiorutly  rompLiin  of  the 
coun>o  whii'h  ii  hmis<>  i<f  duty  to  tboi,*  I  repr^'^iMit  ronytraftil 
me  to  pursue.  Widle  I  h.-tve  n'f«i*>le<l  all  apprnprintloiin  t'T 
eustoui-liousu,  marine  liOKf-ital.  if>urtdiouiii>.  pitst  ofH'v.  t«* 
ritoriai  and  diKtrirt  bul]din<;s  wliii'h  nrv  now  doiii-d  c>T«r 
thlN  tiintriet.  the  states  nnii  !erritorie».  and  in  the  muxlr^r- 
tion  uf  whirh  millions  of. if  illnn  havi*  Ijet-n  nirwt  pr)>t!l;;at«!j 
di'«hi|.>at«.<«l.  the  Opiwitinn  in  this  lb<uM»  at  the  Um  aessien 
of  Uiu  last  t^inirn'Sf.  riui-ceetliil  in  apppirriattn/  fur  theM 
objerts  no  leM*  a  sum  than  ■4'».41.'i.»i.'»1.4x.  Tb»  :i;  pn^pri^ 
tlons  f(ir  tlie«4>  ohJ*><>tH  alime.  during;  the  Thirty  f  urih  !'««• 
f;reM,  amounl«<l  to  tbe  nii>nitin>U9<  snin  i-r  $s.'>:'.{.j»«t4*»:  • 
The  rountry  will  b«>  astoniiiht-d  to  learn  tlmt  Air  th-*  i%]>itol 
extenition.  the  dome,  and  a  few  works  of  art.  $i  'd'  ■*>!  \  ave 
Ut'n  appropriate! I  rinei*  IK.VZ  An  enonnonh  anii<unt  hfl^sl>n 
lM>en  appropriate)!  to  the  aipiednrt.  tliat  ran  rnlv  Im-  t<  M  tn 
miIll>>nH.  I  have  re^i''t<-l  all  tln-se  thin;:*  td  tbo  rxiint  of 
my  fe»'hle  aldlity,  but  who  of  the  <ipp<^itliin  ha'^  i"«nie  ti» 
my  iiid?  Now  and  then,  rome  one  of  ibeni  lik4  mI*.  I  bta 
Tuice  in  opposition,  hut  it  i'«  nudenlable  that  an  •■«•  rwhrlm- 
ing  majority  of  that  pany  ha*  voti>il  fiir  thf^ni.  Ttie  hnh 
amendment  of  the  SMinite  ro  the  civil  bill  at  thh  »*'<*«<ia 
ni.tde  sppropriationH  ffir  eleven  cnntnmlious**'.  in  iliR»rrnt 
{>arts  nf  the  n^untry.  ami  on  asrei-ini;  to  that  auin*;mint 
the  Tf>t«i  wsiu— yt^x'.'iii  il>einnerati(  1*<.  «>ti}«wiii'>ii  .-^.M  mya 
73  (Democrats  '^il,  Upiicsitkiu  '^).    I  bav«  naiitait  ib«  !» 
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nu.  m  tkil  thm  am  ba  »  ■Ulllni  ta  Ihr  niHonal  drtit ! 
or  M3.aDn.linO  in  ln>  jmn. 

Cnlrr  tbcw  dB!ui™iuii.™«^  ■  Iron  Wll  [•  i.w|b>«I  to  tli- 
Bou'Vk  uul  It '« iw*  WTimiinnW  to  •«.•  mwmmv  «f  n-i«iii». 
■rot  RUf nrhmrnt uil  nt'ilo.  So  pmpialtVin  <■  mail*  la 
tienaMlbetuiKBn  mruiintonl*iii«ilK  oMiur.  Ai 
tba  iMt  ftoHii  nf  iba  A-lulnUntlnii.  n  wv  rnljiiriir.l  in  ■ 
■muiinil  tTthrm  «l  Inuw  tn  »ii|v»rt  ik  p'lrniniPiiL 

I*»ln,fcriini.«-iit,lonilllV«  ■Ilrtiltiii  .Jllwrnoi- 
■Wn  ID  ■nmliH'  rminriuibl"  )iui||ni'li  "f  •!"  *-T»i«ry-i 
kU«T.  Ua  ■!)■<  •'■"'  •<"*  "^  Bwrtliig  iiTOmin*™.  -Ibt 
lliMlv*'  Dnnii  iIm  'mnuT  S<r  Ik-  inwnt  Biinl  jrar  ban 
kMi  ionnMd  li<r  li-^tlrUlkiu  Vi  ui  uuouot  nnt  br  Mov  trni 

IwnaM  IlkrInlunwbTwIiiitlreMMkiawhiiTrliim'nl 
Ow  barm  Ikmwnunou  IIm  TMUijrr  lla»tb«<'"inBimH 
or  Win  ind  H'mat  Inlmlond  niHiniiM  Into  Ibl.  Iluu« 
MaimimiDii  SIWWOJWB  nnl  mittlnntJ  I?  tin  tSirnUlrHt 
Bu  ur  M*  ko*  ■Piworrd  by  tbi  Ili>u-'  wlikh  iprrniirlatc* 

BDJWMna  not  nlM  Bff  by  Um  Sm-UiJ  i>(  th.  tnwurjt 
Cmunw  hM  Ihrmm  «  nimtioniJ  hunlm  upmi  tlw  Ki* 
■Mn  DM«iTtmnii>.  I  »mlrl  like  lo  kniH  hy  -hat  h*  aori 
■irwballHirnaMUhubnDdnM.  I  ham  no  linDnl*d(>  of 
■H  MU  wMth  h«  B.il  b«n  a«naBil.-J  and  UTgii  up-w  «• 
tj  tb»  RnenUTe.  IVrUhiljr  CWutr™  baa  iviucd  im.  d« 
•ipniilllai*.  Ballb*8>Trriaiyi«r'lbli  bwibHoibiMn 
U««.tTnx.  WcdIilpavaili'ad'niYHII.aiid  Ihat  I  •Dp. 
matrlM  Ol*  IffAiliiIlini  nfrrRd  to.  Hnl  at  wirrn*  dnaHndt 
W*  ill  kwiw  hnv  DTinnllT  Uuw  KkivdIIt*  oar>n%  rim 
DOW  Btk  to  cbontB  tbil  <»ioo*»  hnl  IblUWB  Bp-m  th» 
nwnn aa »Mlih>iul  hnnl'D. hrinM  v  to  pw  Ibedfl- 
thill  J  lilTI  Ai>d«bitwullibd-bFlnr7llirl  TnnrTTKa 
tta  Cub  wu^-a  pai«lT  Ki'mtiTii  wir— ■  wit  ■w-I.'  nd 
anfnli««lihmitlbrinMiior(.^nnn>nia.  An  ImrruildvDt 
.  VH^Hi  <rar  la  ftMt  In  fti  cMuvftlnn  in  fi  In  llki'lj  In  b« 
iMIraloH  In  Ibi  (mriaattan.  «hh  imt  fiAir.  and  ■■  F>wl 
•ispwr.  Ih*  AdnlnbtiMlMi  pthrml  inirnHr  an  irrar  In 
«w  tmlInT  II  Kan™  lo  oiimw*  iliil  iniidp,  and  ntjiivA 
hibil*  unltlllirTfcidtnnlifrln  ni!irrll  tn  I'llb  lirf  ifrlfaF 

...r__     =-.j.  --'.-,  Jlmj^nCriibw  nillci 

■nialnl  tun(     ■ """' 


l-Dl^lvZllVKllE*    '. 


niinfcidtnn 


I  iIOr  deOrtncln.  o' 


utM  fanil<}kr<t  lo  ui  lij  Ihir  C\jvimur 
L  ll  D>a>  k>  thKt  Ihi  ann'  d>«4wM 
MnlarcrallbaopnllhrnidniK    II 

SflL  IlnaTWthmtHT.T'illl  iMBiUhlir^r:  but  I  nka 
It  aa  a  mwnaUa  fnfcirnrt  tlial  lh>  irtrt-nc}  nut  T<w 
•lU  hf  aa  Urn.  ai  Uia  d*BelnKT  Ihll  ymr,  liK.-jiia(  daBefcori 

iM  Inrlude  a«|r_nttti 

Id  lhl>  aARwala:  Fi 

Irb  l4  fl.M>l/MO:  laj 
Ibnnlii)  prlialr  blUi 

™d'lm^.(Ow'»aJ™i!l£'^Iv'»"l  by  11«  panlkMO 
1t-Dun<ii>r[XT.ltaig*1.rtqulrin(|Iuun.0nit|.i»aB 
p  aiw  Ibi  In  nav  war  f Imniivi  pRipmrd  hj  nj  Mtad 
Tlnriiite  IMr.  nomk],  tltMiMi.    Tli»  FrriKti  (hI* 

. liHl.  nrRcd  iO  linnNj  by  tb>  ir-aUfaian  rras  Miiw 

rhiiPFUi;Mr,DiTk<!.vMcb.irt<a>*rd.wlll  r-ioln  fi.MHAia. 
Thadiitlii'tu  bat*Aiai|pd  on  uiv-da  drttruyitd  b;  Sn-ldF 
ait  kianr  b<nr  BDFh.    Uninnut>t1<jii  lulba  hilnitf  nnli- 


Cdbwloji  (Ifma  of  HpndllDre. 
add  Ihiii*  Bim  IhrlrawD  ntira 

liartwn.  tb«  kiwiot  oMIbiiIp  Pf 


MlvnrinI  aliHidr  Id  tbg  publlcutin  of  tlia  npnt  tf  tk 

Siii,J  bBT>  •bnsn  tbit  In  all  hnminiwntKMItlr  tha  a- 
HBtlimn  «f  thli  nnirnmaat  Bill  tv  Irm  oIikij  Id  ■■ 
huwlTHl  laUlkm  Mlui.  To  mnUblh  ibi  I^wmut,  !■  bk 
m*at  Inllvr.  mtlniM*' tbo  nrripta  hr  the  nrtt  tvoqawMi 
ll  ^JJiiut^MO.    W*  bsi*.  l!n«  n>ai]arlB>B  wlik  f«B« 


UI  ronRRW  NoM  br  m 
MOiilr.  and  n-pitbtn  li-nnii  i-f  imrr,  b*  vi-trl  Ihl' imnr  i 
br  naninlBiM.  ami  (vniH'Ilr-l  llnw  ti-  1«  4iirP"rlnl  llin 
vltb  Onnr  il  tinr  ibillnTi  i  loml.  and  albrr  imnhhina  i 

n*TlTlvl^"'<^»t>cnwllr>IIIiUFll.^li..-j>UathaiuiLI 

rmriil  ibr  wHr:  iib4  tbrn,  irith  rlianl-rti-  bi»lF.n.Biui      „,.„,,„..,„____       _,_^., 

■iDBFM  an  dE.pnt.'iB'd  l'>inPtlakH  III*  nriuy .   UhmiI  i-Wlin  .  „  ,  ,,,4 ,^^ 

AdBliBMnitiAB  t..i  Mr  nttrtBit.-l  aii-l  lli-n  th.-  Tn;j-ury  ,  f„„^  ,,,,  A.lnilnl^mlimi  lu. 

kH  Ix-H  l.nrdll.il  I'T  thr  uvlM  i.i^a-irlllinv  OI  U.IIIU.IU  ,  ],^g  i,]]]^  „^|  |^-,,  u,nuy  In  tiK  Birni  u  imraiT  K>ik 
erir.N..on-bTannnBUlb..rl«.-da.-tr|f  hx-mlr-p.K.r.  |x„  „,in,ni  la  Biad-  Bt  tbi*  pvBiml:  "'■  »«•■»■« 
Mr.  t-balfiiiB.  I  D.nr  .l.^lrH  t'.  >ulHi;lt  t..  Ibr  O.iiinnltn- ,  rrir^i'hiBi'iil  asl  ifttmt:  Imt  ll>r>r  *-Tainul.it->l  dlft-ilM 
nnl !  ai.d  »•  Avu  thHr  iBf r««^ aii.t wbiTH m- an- .Iridiiis  .  \  ,p,.„i,i,rifl.  WbU* \br  t*a,Uity  f •  ■aiiliic  ti. f «-« 
to.  Th.  iipi-Ddlrui^  ol  111.  I"-!  H-^l  jr-ir.  i«.a;l]Bi  in  |  ^„„^.„rt«.  -t  arr  pivT-olnl  bj  .  parly  n^l-^Iy  (b- 
Um  .Lfnii-Bti.»hHiwlia.-l--J.r..  iii.».-ri.|Tl."7_.IX  |„rfiinltn. frS.rm.  If  »rlo.lfc»t.-««  Ih.-niimrt.rtawl 
lDHvilTeirf|.iyBW-iil<i«  ll*-  inll'll' .b'l.l:  and  V'UiKL.wJ,  i  ,^  Mn'urbinml  or  piiinl  I'Ul  abn-H.  en  ihl.  ■*!■  -'f  lU 
•uluolw  of  thp  puMk  dtl.t.  ThIiiarrfrmI  Iii1l1li<n>  ini^C"  |  ![,,„„.«,  m-al  ■.DCi-UHUid  by Dinnl>mil'ib<l.'.«niUia 
Shi  >ma  -xi«i.l«I  Bv  any  y«T  durliiic  tlip  UAnB  >ar  .  ^  ^-       ,^j  ji.aiia. 

Ilia«eD.b-«..T«ll.iBillBialfta.B.»rlya'lp.nild.lli»'»-|     yh.  ..iilyprl.*!  al  r-tirn.liiB-nt wlil. h  I  b>Tf  wa  ^f* 
■mdlluiw  B.r  IbkruriTBt  tt'nl  >v>t:  >Bd  IB  d-4n=  >■.  I  bav|> .  ^ 

■DdM.wi<.    lli„dlb.l.»tllB.lblnl-.~l«,.OI«-Tlilrly.    it^,  ,i,,,  ,f.,,|, 

Inirib  IV.Biai-<>.  i;!«,lia.'i«  wr.-  ■mmiiriaM:  Bw  tbw  i     ^i„,  (baiVnaBlltwotWayi  aBd  Vnin<  l.aTr  n.<T°T^ 

|ii^^-.!-l    llil>  Kuiu    by  .liAVai-y   Idlfi.   aiaunnllng   tn  I  ,H.,[j!rili7l..D  u'l*  U'iiw'  iif-amn  llian  ■iii)  r'llar  ^i<::t 
(UJJll.T'- ..f.....r..l1...i...  >...-...  .1.  .} 

rnnn.l  di 
PiilitlnM 


,,_:«,,,,  i     Tlih  'Wa  ont  IwlDdr  pnnani-iil  ■jip--prt«tl'-B«,  ai!>  -i* 
^     WI.IM    ,„iu,|,,„„'i|i,Ji^|,ii|,  ^p^^i,i'ii,j  oi-.r-.    ■■■^    ■'!! 

"  -  w  ?.«  '  "III "  V,'kn."^CIiir.-  i-i*?Ub-ri.h-.'i^i!"i'i-.-.-  1"r.  Vf 

■  iiMl-"     all.*  Ull.an.B-.«ainiliil.b-l[lb.i  sr.  ih ».1;..i!b. 

•  '*"■"•'  lt«w.  tlwv  are  wnlln  llv  S-n.!-.  ml  tb.r-  11- •  a-» 
II  ail  Till  ovwInaiW  »lth  lliwa  alrnhly  njrrl.  .1  tv  lh>  II-.i».  »■+ 
ll.Jll.iiii  I  ^1^^  y,,,  ^^^  hu'lii.lparij-.'Im-iiil-'  i.-niii'b-a.-* 


kliiliT.-i  ii-ar  .'L-hTy  rv.-  mlllk'n  .hJI.".  Tbii>  br  lli 
HIIB..U-.1  .M-..)lli.r;.  In-  aiiiinil  rrtl  an-  »:t.1i«.<i.V 
>M  #M.i->....i  Bi-11'l..ii-Mn^  'tli.^'h,!.'  l'.",Tn"fXi'in 
In  hi*  llinrx  h.'— I'.^'n>.  I  pIvB'r^.  rOI.'O  m)  «wii, 

I  lull !■  ni.  nhl  .nr.1^1 1i-  In  |.r,-|ar^  » ,-ltn«'i-  ..f  It 

aoMi'lliun-  li  r  llu-  iwil  i!-j1  yar, 

by  III-  inniinl  i-dlnaT-  .<r  llu-  i<prrHary  •!  th'  Tnwiir) 
tbi  fi>iFHInrM  Bw  llial  yar  wnnM  )•■  {TI/Mt.T'V  Bi 
tUidn.dD.it  liKlud*  naoy  Itvna.  uu>l  uT  ahKb  win  bai 


H  puMk- hriv  tliifl  niMir..[!l>.-  >  I  >t> 

in.[  bar)«Fi  H  111*  W.-t  In  -aln  -S-iu. 

'  .  IIHll.  Whil-  BlIlOl.Ba  »•  'lIMllnl  III  >.niT  ' 
.  Mid  AtUmti.-.bB-iiB.*.  Jill  fTii|.l-  "-r  a  ■■ 
:    HM)lMin.Bh..|uMyii*'vwiii>  t.'k-vlnr.  '- 

' '  '  ir.  >hUa  frunnarn  an-  li>^b  i  i  lii-  i-.i'-:!' 
,  ll..nW  wrto  (IJWtWU  I"  lb-  pr  li.i1t.il  ..r  '!■' 

*  tbi.  gn-ax  iDd  powlnR  j^t^w  In  thii  Xi-ril.* 
,  rhvw  HiBK  kind  <4  luti<a  and  lltMalUr. 

, !  rrslnB  of  niDntiT  Bklii  wUI  Id  ■  <«.<rt  tls- 

[ .  dFAlBln  «f  Ibla  ulbm :  vlilrk  mv.  !■  If  ila 
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THE  POLITICAL  TEST-BOOE. 


Fnmn-k^r 

UihUBK  PrvldaBt'i  Hquh  (mtliniM 
Laiborm  uil  isnkiiini  (nUiutoil) 
BodIu  far  UbniT    -       .       .       . 
Dporkw'r  nd  lalilHit 


12,000 

1,800 

S,DOO 


ftatod.  W(  hm  iDdlnetli  IncrMwi-l  Ihf  Hlnri  mnd  )ur 
dcBtil  «p*DM  Of  llii  PmEdeiit  fmn  |»JJOO  la  •mFibln 
Uka  iLitj  tbonHTid  dotlin.  Hud  that,  too,  In  uldn  iin 
dlnel  iloUtlon  of  Uu  clkiw  or  tha  CuniUtDtlm  vhlrli  tji 
Uda  iiiT  lnnwH  of  Iht  emnlDinnnU  nf  tho  l-niikJMi 
doling  bli  t«iD.    Auolhcr  compuliinB  vll)  lllivlmt*  Ih. 

BUd*  In  U»  feutii.  bjrMr.  Trumiti  aaillli,  (Onii^rcuCuiaf 
<71eib  to),  m.  p*ga  131).  that  tfasautiiKXwni'anrriiriiriDt 
Ib|  Ibr  Uw  Hntj-diUi  Ctnipwi  wu  tl«0,«i)l.  nr  ssii,*ti 

of  tha  CdiueoIUh  OB  PrlD(hi||,  [Mr.  I^lor],  Uul  Ilia  wiwua 
Bit  Uu  prluUnic  fi>T  Iha  ibtn^tilnl  Cunimaa—biinui  Sir  iti 
npm]  nf  tha  Hlmnil  UimpriMaliii-4mouDtiiiIbit3.Utt.S2T, 
or  tl.U3.018  pur  ugiiain :  or  mora  thiin  ten  ihouwnd  d»llin 
to  «Hi7  nieiDbvr  nf  both  Hoilii>«  of  Cnafwa.  HurJi  iii  tht 
chuietar  of  Iha  locroam  Id  Ihat  rlDgla  Ktiu  alona.  Tbit  wu 
tbaiipHuaianimiltcvlhiiiirlhllDitorihflhlrtr-thlnlCoD- 
gnu.  which  I  tbink  au  Iha  ovl  dl^MroDi  Id  tUu  Miturji 
of  our  eorerDm^ut.  bacBuat?  It  rmpt- Bad  ■  itrlhi  liing  balhra 
that  UoiansttlEd,  and  luURUntul  thin  wild  •ratan  ofn-ek- 
Ian  aijHiadltura,  vlrich  w«  will  And  au  dianill  tci  cbnk. 

IhaaxrlT  rrpotta  or  tha  IJiiFrriuii  of  Ika  TniHurT.  tha  mla- 
eBll>nei«lt>D*<ranfc«iuidS>rbat*wn.  Sal.  if  Miito- 
mm  will  lurD  ^l  tha  Tvimrtii  lir  dili  iwion,  (llniiM  Dueu- 
Biant  So.  IS),  Uuj  wIU  And  rmiD  paj*  H  tft  W^  Bt  RIM 
airliulraljr  irilh  llir  datolli  nf  tiK  Bilivvlhinainia  upguam 

CBitoni-bouiaia,  yonr  uiuina  ]i-i4|^tidi'.  jour  iHMt  Mlllrv  de- 
Mr.  Shiiu  of  Vlniiila.    Villi  Totwl  Cir  llirDi. 
Mr.  EuuHui.    Ttia  KvotU'iDun  ■III  Bud.  bf  hxikiDit  at  Iha 


tia  of  W^i  aud  Maas^  Hut  (II 

nrantoea of  aiLttlnf  law.  Kav,  taani 
Ml  Mnrc,  hov  tt  cam«  that.  In  1112.  thi 
Id  Um  «)l)«tlli(  of  Iha  maBOc  tao  IhDui 


hua-houAH  two  Uumiai 
iDlUT,  thnathmaa  - 
balbratbauairtiulB 


aad  (<(hir«lfht  cBphiri 


rwi/wko™ 


how  tliaokk 
loni^lonii 

It  If  It  diM  ni 


mmait  of  Uh  ExaciiUn:  and.  air,  whm  an*  (.f  iia  yl-M. 
mod,  UDdffl  tha  aDBmiatidatilp  daalru  to  aurtalo  the  ^fimim' 
bant,  afan  wben  unwinplir  Bdulnlflliirril,  TotH  fur  lianaml 
AfqiroprUUluB  hills  th*q]  jlKjfa  aKtraraicBnt  appropHntkini 
ua  IhroaD  Id  out  t«i'tb.  vhi-n  wa  ual/  n4a  what  thu;  uk. 
1  tnut  nuUaman  upon  (hla  tido  of  tlw  IloiHa  will  uka  Ihi> 
aa  a  mrolnR  and  aa  b  Ifwd.    It  h  a  (hankk'u  taik  foi 


nDot  Tote  ftir  a  Blnffie  ap 
Ihoae  rODtlngwrifli  and 
hem,  and  IkIda  told.  " 


mlllUrf 


'atabllihi 


a  npiHiitltuiTa.    I  DiiKhliWith 

[r  iiotln,  iiut  1  am  aiimuuli^ 
[0  axamlna.  .od  nniVr  thf  pW 
■n  ta^int  ap^rApriil  i  ina,  Inlfind' 


Kotk/  llounl»lM.«WiiHilIini  im. 
da  that,  Bint>  dd  IMi  ttin  (Mid  In 
>ba  SD  trtct  Iha  aipanditura  nf  I 


tlT«  B*ctiirfty.  11  It  Dot  the  nrra  erj  of  dn^fiu 
pinblen  dDDiaDdlniF  tha  att«ntliu  and  irArthj  tl 
ablllljaf  thirrpmnnbillmat  Ihf  propla.  St] 
tnjroremtblacouBlrjr.  which  GBBBOtnlraJt.  Ii 
in  look  p  Hitntlia  oB~«  Ihr  n*nn.  Thtlri 
liidDfBfa  dapcud  upcpo  Exannlva  ntfnu^Ea;  bM 
jtnnt.  the;  will  aquandrr.  Tha  hula  tr  siitl 
rxot  BdT  •j'lMu  Boi  hj  Raeonindllnn.  1i;i 

_..._  n •— ahaathftDBiBllutloualpiv 

Tha  ComtllulliMi  pFotidt 


taak.    Thlal 


t  lloni 


1 1  III- 


thia  Iri 

■    ■  Dal 

ha»  fallan 


.  .  .  lh«  d»T'i"'"' of 'hu  C™. 
D^  uv  aArim  of  thia  power  we  mav  hold  tha 
and  tha  Smaia  In  rherk,  nat  loxfad  if  udi 
llnuai.  hu,  bj  ilo*  davnu,  allnaMl  ihv  oth-a-  dr 
of  the  foieniDiml  In  aeada  and  lirtuallj  oranhrr 
atltullona]  powtr.  Ttala  ritin^  mai  he  brieflr  11 
Tha  thiwj  nf  onr  (orrmaii-nl  U.  that  a  wkHo 
ha  HpproprlhtL-d  by  a  i.aw  uri^dnallns  In  iLi^  Elg 
irpadfle  purpona,  and  witbin  n  iclrrn  trmi  Taar. 

Mwly  tut  that  pur^naa.  and  no  other.  an>t  wllUl 
Bied.  Ituph  It  the  thenry:  Inn  what  l<  ih.i  pra-l 
der  B  Hctlnu  of  a  law  niwL  in  Anpiit.  l*li  a 
dHdirii'd  oi.lf  far  that  bill  and  P>r  that  joir,  il 
nH'nta  nHnmaltaa  powtr  tn  Ininrfir  Bmiuprialh 
(at  OBP  |>ul]>'<*'-  to  Bujr  othat  [larpoas  In  Iha  mi 


tha  nar  ending  .Tuinr  31.  IN 
bf  Cnnfrav  b<  ai.pnipriiita 
DMrpInc  l»|^4allir  aavinU 


la  llnuiv  ka>  baaO  I 


thtar  Bill 

id  Bk  fir  I 


'nprlalrd  (KNIMW  tt  th 
IB  tlut  HIT.  npKB  thee 

1  dnnabi  b<  th*  fiiiiniD 


For  IhetH/ o(  OiarlMtun.  SoBlh  cat 
pHi^riatlon  nf  t30,MIU  WW  niadK  aa  a 


ofBiV 
iDah.   ' 


^Jl  ^^^ffl^cOb    '\AKKk4:M^\V 
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AgalD.  w»  ipnoprlilF  wart-  "irf  o-nrlninlr*  Intnlti 
•ip.Bdltsr«.    ¥)»'  ftHh  r»k  pro.lJ...  c.r  .  <^.....lil„  ag 

or  IhJ.  .-,»|.,n  ^  U-ojtrw  w  i«.-.-i,(  loy  tH. 

liprivlUiini;  }>^t  thit  riflBmitt.'i!  lu-wtr  lunti.    It  1.  *  n- 
Burkalto  thing  lint  lint  KwmliiH.'.  wblrh  •niKbl  to  h.  out 

lBm.,u,«libgrlBtlKlr«HHru.'l>ui>.    WIUh 

Wh»  it  all  llM  niHiiMi  or  tbr  i^irMDOnil.  md  mwj 

HBiln  nxMh.  I  «>•  nlkd  HpiHi  l><  Kornl  w 

Hon  Out  Etait  rommltlw  !•  honod  la  HuniM  eimj  itiin 

llHntii  liliu.tr.  Hid  Mwil  Ml>pn<.»1^l«l  h 

JHhlitnna  In  Uw  niiuiu  Buculjis  DcpuUimiiU.  TtaHs 
(omiiiltlaia  at  mnniulljr  itipiiliiinl.  but  taihor  for  abnv 
Uwn  WTTln.  Xsthlng  6  nftrrwl  lotbrm.  ItliDMttiilr 
bolt,  bnttbfna^rtofUwllDuw,    Hinlai  nranu  vblrh 

ton  ODglit  to  bo  chorged  br  tbe  Hoimv  viUi  Uia  pnnwr 
llafluntDto.  Had  ibautd  ftllbfullj  perfona  tbi^  rarr  U>b 

•r  Uv  mgbl  1o  bo  bllDircd  ollbn  b^  Impnchmnil  nr  i  Mil 
of  lodoEoaltT.  If  tho  ntTeidtf  In  Aj  urKeDtu  toJniUrf  ui 
•Korutlr*  offlDHT  la  TlolmtlDi  ■  low,  or  tn  tuj  o  lulr^ 
kcndtli  n«n  the  1n>,  thl>  IIouk  nugbt  to  Roiinilw  tlul 
DOGviultj  bf  fOKrio^  ■  bill  or  LDdoiDDltr^  otbvrwiBo  4m  Im- 
bvBcbmant  Eia^bb  to  Tollow,  tbo  mijineDt  tfan  dvllnqamig'  ll 
brought  tn  the  notice  ot  Coogrrq.  In  pit  Jmlgmnn^  the 
Houea  oo^bt  tiot  to  wulo  ltd  timo  in  rororiog  dp  plain  rlo- 


3f  CimgTf^.    1 

tj  of  tiding  tbeoDrtJ*: 


^«Tian°ro"brinj''i 

aiiadtoait^i'illoii™rdo1liir^ii>Bm>hkb«lllb>'>Ilh^ 
tho  public  irtdptL  Hut  1  Iatv  no  hope  that  LldM  «I11  In 
dono.  Wo  kiiDK  bjr  latol  wnTilouw  tbo  pnim  ond  (nlliHiico 
vfthcBnenllTn.nncnrbnlinduBcberktiJ.  It  leonljr  vhra 
thin  lloun  iHamn  U'l  nnintBliia  »•  full  puwi'ni.  ond 
ufurn''  Ibeni,  tbit  tbo  Pmlilrnt  and  the  hwli  of  tbo  Dr- 

Ktdiunli  ran  be  k>pl  wHhin  tb»  Ikw.  1  iatlalh  bod!  of 
arimeoti.  beniuir,  Ihnofh  iml  rMOcnlonl  bj  Ihv  IVnutl- 
tnfluD.  Binpt  M  mon  rlorkiof  tbcEionitlni.  jot  cimtom 
■nd  pDblle  apjnlim  hiTe  clnn  tb<!lr  mandate*  an  unduo 

ftw  IK^plft  and  irc '  •-- ' — '-  - 


_  ..  Lay  r»proai-h,  «H  HbutH^«r  powrr  uat  rtand  in  tl 
mj.    I  knuw  no  rnwar  al-uro  the  poim  M  thbi  llouae. 

But.  >)r,  I  harr  un  b<>p<'.  vhllo  flib  llunn  k  cmiUtnled 
u  It  li  nnv.  oT  InMltiillnii  mj  radical  n:lbnB.  1  hrllco 
that  tbo  Unm  of  K>ipriwDlutliet  (hould  bo  In  oppwillun 
to  tbo  PTH-iilenl.    We  know  the  iutlmat*  rolntloni  made  bj' 

KW  tine  and  part*  twlinin.    Wo  know  that  irtth  a  narty 

tbo  Fraaldint.  it  In  ImponiVle  to  brtiiK  abvnt  n  nttlnu.  It  ii 
only  bj  m  Ann.  ahio.  and  drtvrminod  oppiwiUnn— not  yMd- 
Inf  Co  OTorr  rrlendlj  Tvqoeaii  not  yleldinc  (o  ovorj  unrent 
dooiand,  not  riridlng  to  t%nj  anpnl— (hat  we  can  apert  to 
ntbrm  tbo  abopcg  In  tho  adminMratlon  of  thr  )?mrnnii'nl. 
Al  tha  bfjlnnlne  oT  Ibb  pi'MliHi,  1  lUd  bflrr  that  a  mijorily 

m  tbo  ono  band  It  trubrd  the  outiol;  att-inpt  to  Impuw 
u  odlona  roneLltullon— bj  fiireo.  nr  with  thronlH  vr  (trlboa — 
npini  a  rree  pcopio,  it  wodd  he  nirpafrd  m  c^Kok  lb»  mel;- 
lev  oilniTaKanco  of  tbr  wlmlninrntlxi  in  Ibodli'biirHmont 
of  th>  pnhllc  tlinda.  Bat  the  pnwor  <-rpartx  Ikw  and  Kiecn- 

the  Ttrtni'  and  intrltHtoorr  or  thr  p-'i'hb  wbim  polonl  wlli 
oati  orcrthrow  LYerid'^ntj'.  Amatfv,  aud  inai<Tltli4  I  luTe 
■D  alHiIlnif  bopa  that  tho  nest  Uoih.>  uf  llriti'ientiilirci 
wtll  do  wb4t  tbls  pbouU  have  donp.  and  bm^^f^  llko  Hi 
arcoot  prototype,  tbo  guwdian  of  tbv  ri^hla  and  llbortlua  uf 
U*  people. 


Ur.LrrcnniorTliKli 
In  tho  Uoiue  of  Sort 
Ht.ChllTToai 


nrnpahoi  dirnnenl,  pnpanK'TJi  la  lac  omcu 
take  plaer  thla  IkIL  denaadi..  fn-m  lu  abWtT  ■■ 
animriabmloivpljrtbanttwulnBiTIiCiwcrt 
Tlila  epitcb.  and  olhan  Bad*  la  ibo  latUr 
•aukin.  kI'm  rraHW  to  bellno  tbU  the  «» 
dlTidHlpartlMliiolhwdajaaRainln  to  baw 
thfadjualmenl-'-'-    " ' ' 

Dlberond  of  I...  .  , 
aatdeeti  of  Bon  praclkol  Inporlanra  and  of  Ba 
Inlnnt  to  tha  p(l^  Intkepavt  IWB  Bootb 
■koi  buTo  bun  uaiulj  eonliHil  tn  auaailooi 

Boanrial  charaelM'  and  bHrlng,  tbo  tariff  and 
tbo  dlrvvjtion  af  Ike  piUlo  iaoda  and  their  { 
coDiprrhrnilTe  (ntject  of  intimal  lupnceaav 

niout  aod  the  purpart  and  iib)n>u  to  ahkh 
applied,  and  lart,  but  I7  na  uunr  loaat  In  [nj 
»«i>thir,fe  vlih  thndgn  irorrnunenEa — throe  no* 
acheik  and  dalni  (mm  lu  that  ( 

torrlEor^Hii  of  tllbi  great  nation.  Thnr  lump  1 
luni  In  tbo  pollrj  or  tbo  (trlltr  aud  tvtlor  di 
pnblUi— IboH  diiya  in  wbldi  rrprtwentaUna  ( 
Ir|iilainl  pnetUally  wltbln  iba  Uuiit*  or  Ibr  < 

elbiUUnr  "'■ ' '"" "■'-■■  — ' 

Union  au 


wllebha 


lnt«raid«  and  c«p»bat«d  all  at 


H  ri,;bta  an.)  in 


rutnrv,  whrn  arclloDa]  ronti 
I-bed  fnni  tbo  national  coin 
Tbo  UU  now  Duder  con 
tl(.lliinAU.  wbk'h  ia  ahrulatrly 


DUifaJUaai^    Tlia  |^«l 
aaioaalpivvUidtiiT 


then  refuu 


^  Tolrn  fcr  «i 
la  their  nlpiiort 


The  gontlemin  ehars-a  Ihatun  the  Irt days 
then  naa  anrptoi  of  f I7.T1U-1U  In  the  trooaar 
0.ngm»  baa  a1read.t  giaoK^  '''^^  f,^ 


xuiAiu  nYiVfti  tor*-  \**™  » 


£^£'^^^st^^^''^Ss':^^--^-'i^='^ 
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IX «iv iMtar to  Iht fmtlHMB  ay  aortU 

jwfe,  ■»«  pnpw  flMMMM  whieb  Iw  or  hto 
INPOM  te  llM  niMcaMltai  if 

toOipablkMrviw;  thttfc 

of  tflMn  Morte  ttHlBkMl  aid  «aiwiiri»> 

■nrailai  tr  wtAtswttttamA  to  tkt 

■d  ftklifU  MiitWii  if  tkt  rablli 

vlU  fl«At&i  Mi  if  tkt  BwMi 

^1i  MMB«  an  iArIi  hi  BHV  iHki  to  lUi  iDd»  mA  an 

to  «i  k  to  laitooAMi  hb  aMMUM  it  thi  iwiki* 

Hi  has  kiHi  nlliir  dUatory  iMnlih 

lagiHiiiii  art  lapirtmni  of  thiwocfc 

iVbm, taCitfU  ttiti  ii  oaytolkaa  dailDf  tha  iwit 

to  aoioaaflUi  an  that  MV  ba  Boidid  tofaaafanto 

^ofaoamagr.. 

PitoMDl  awoinar  pntot  Hw **  wdhat  Jeba  aad  oob> 
P-to whkh  tka gwllMaa hm lafctwdL  Whatthoai 
laMoiHtoailirai*  I  ham  bo  ■■ai  of  tawlifc  and 
HifMllMMabMMtiBiinMdMw  ltMraU«jotaia?ooB- 
&il^^5w«m to kl, I  liai|dBi at  kail OM bUdir eooM 
liVfVkiiBftaadiaoac  tko  wnbllHai  to  thi  laak  Ooa- 
~  itooftUtoviB^pMloaat  thaotoaiif  thi 

■dviijioiielwIfalythataMMOfIki  Ba- 
oyaWUi  opia  to  MlM  aMia  ofaaMa^"  aid 
M  fidJBJaati  af  mdk  pimdar  aa  waa  to  bo 

•ttoohidtoBaM» 

.  I  hMt  llrii  nsMit,  lA  nwd  to  "joto  aad  aontnota,* 
wttka^mmU  diirai  of  tmpnm.  tmm  tki  fwtliiw  ftoaa 
SEraaA  I  aai  aaia,  ftoa  aj  kaowtodfa  of  ]idm,  that,  to 
Smmn^cit^m  loiioMpa^biwmiiittalBjmyiiha 
Bjjni  to  thi  narmanf  tlwipHwiiaiial 
.  li^MiainiittMi  Mtirit  HM  to  ay  «hit  thi  DMMMeatIi 
priitopHad  ttwtartrbUlof  UI7— a  mmimn  of  Tart  la- 
mm  aad  toipatoaa  to  aU  aaettoaa  of  tha  aovntqr.    At 

aa  lafoaUviltoa  tato  tbi  auMli  of  tta 

aadtttoaaoaraofpridiaadpliaaaio 

ator  of  tha  BianwatlB  party  of  oUhw 

eoald  bi  fbaad  iriio  vaa  afoa  aa^ 

liaflaaaoid  la  Uaaotloaapoa  Ikii  BMaraia 

I  iNad  It  aaM  oftaa  aad  agiia  to  dM  Uioaii,  dailBg 
aarioB,  vote  fir  aaptaOtaxM,  aad  fhari  oraoto 
fMramvtfalof  tba  doeCrlaa  of  pcotootloa  kr 
W*  ThaoppooltloB^aldad ^J^J^^j^ ^ 
pavtaTf  hava  acted  apoa  ttili  prinolptoi  aad 
f  aatod  fir  aaaMnaaa  Itaaw  of  «spoadltari 
oMhabytlM  PkaMaat  or  tbo  iMadi  of 
Ooaplaiat  hai  iaBwiri  Maiplalat  that  a 
Mik  ffiatooliffa  panmr  haa  not  tooa  neoaawadid  by  tba 
SS&ntloa.  ^k  bad  baaa  mnawaaadid aad  auaea 

kgkktloe,  vbat  praolkBl  wd  floald  H 

II     Oar  anorto  him  kika  off  bmmm 

knai^'pir  ooat  aad  oar  uapork  havi  klko  off  bmw* 

.illy  nr  «■!.  aa  aoaqauad  vltb  kat  yaar.  aa  tba 

rtsff  Mto  daaaaalrato  aoat  eoa<4BidriIy.     Inorta 

to  M^.  taMlaMfa,  la  tba  jmr  1867.  aaaiaat- 

|1««460^1 

SMtdkdSI 

iw^mtwnmm  ti  knl|B  fooda.  tariadlac  a 
to  May*  Iaalv2f%  9»  tba  yaar  18f7, 

ton       • 

InjaW 51,608,108 

sdar  M«aaai  k  aafcaly  drrlvad  flaa  laporto;  aad,  If  tba 
I  kit  iff;  tbaraoiipk  of  Iba  aoTwmaiat  aart  bi 
to  a  iomipoBdlBK  ratio.  Undor  tba  laeaat  laral* 
Mid  ioawairBi.  trad*,  aad  burinia,  tbi 
aaaanarUy  ladaand  to  m>  uraat  aa  astiat 
floa  that  foam  Ml  freatiy  Aoit  of  tbi 
ba  ofdlnary  dnmawtaww,  woald  bava 
; tatotbi traapaiy;  and baana th* aacwwltyof 
taaaaaaoaat  of  aaawy  adMpat  to  vapply  tbi 
mHI  Ika  JBiBikl  itora  dwaU  Uov  ovar.  aad  < 

.dadbarfaaiof  aU  Uadi  Anald  agala  taaaawtbilr 

aaMvltar.   That  ttaMkanahm,  aad  by  tbo  aoatb 

Stptiabir  wa  OhalU  la  all  probaMIHgr,  bata  a 

U^^'lhily  bada.  aad  It  wUI  ooathraato  lapioffa  to  tba 

laf  Ika  aastyaar* 

Bay  tba  antWaan  froa  Obk  and  bk  frkad  ftoa 

Uaad^  fllr  Dafyaa)  aoaatbhif  miMt  bi  doaa  kr 

aakilBafa.   Tba  tirlff  of  lart  jmir  mnrt  ba  ovar* 

iBd  aahilltaiid  by  a  laamii  mnm  blgbly  prataa- 

MMBa  aoNflilnK  Hka  that  of  tA4S.    Tbeasna' 

i^of  aotliwi,  aaollanaj  aad  tlw  bm  mni  oeal  faitw* 

aato  of .tka  aatlpa,  <|^Fa»tfval^  vvqatr*  a  ebma  thai  «UI 

pi'Dtaitli&    Vina  tba  aaaplalata  aada 
1  aia  vnald 


to  Iha  ipailiMtoa  that  tba  maaakotiirlng  tnter- 
tba  oaly  oaa  that  bad  be«n  aflSBcted  by  the  flnandal 
that  baa  mnpt  ova  the  eoantry.  Bat  it  k  not  ao.  All 
oCbar  totaroak  baTo  anibred  and  are  as  Kreatly  depreieed, 
la  tbi  Soatb,  tbi  Jbut,  aad  the  West,  all  buelnen  li  Kri- 
aad  tbay  oonld  with  an  much  propriety 
GoTernment  relief  from  their  pai 
If  the  tariff  of  1857  prontrated 
kba  aad  eoal  Intareata,  and  the  cotton  and  woollen  ia- 
fai  tba  Mortb,  what  has  canned  the  embarrassment 
aad  dapraarion  in  thaw  and  all  other  branches  of  Indnatry 
aad  bnada  la  tba  otbar  ieetions  of  the  Union  r  I  do  not  pro* 
Into  a  nnaral  diseondon  of  this  rabject  at  tha 
it  ttanOi    I  wUTeoataot  myself  with  a  few  ftets  in  re* 

Sto  tba  piodaetloa  of  iron  in  onr  own  country,  to  ahow 
wbatifar  ombanaaRnent  may  now  attend  thk  intM«> 
t  k  aot  Jnstly  atklbotable  to  onr  tariif  kgisktlon  la 
Oa  bat  OoagNaa. 

la  1809  tba  prodnetloB  of  Iron  of  all  kinds  la  onr  country 
aaa  aboat  80,000  tons.  la  1820,  owing  to  the  war,  it  ran 
dofwa  to  aboat  10,000  tona.  Between  the  yeara  1820  and 
1888  tt  roa  itaadily  antll  It  reached  100.000  tona.  In  1838 
It  roii  to  110^000  tona;  in  1830,  to  190,000  tons ;  in  1838,  to 
SlOjOOO  toaa.  la  thk  year  the  compromise-tariff  meaaura 
aai  adoptad,  ander  the  operationa  of  which  tha  dutiea  wera 
ngalaily  redaead  each  year.  Between  the  yeara  1833  and 
IMO  tba  prodaetton  stoadily  increased,  until  in  the  latter 
yar  It  laaebad  810,000  tona.  In  1842  it  dropped  down  to 
MlUnO  toaa.  Batwani  the  yeara  1812  and  1846,  after  tha 
nikoad  kver  had  broken  out  in  our  country,  it  rose  to 
TTflyDOO  tons.  The  prodoetion  continued  to  increase  until  ia 
It  laaefaad  800,000  tona.  In  1840  it  sunk  to  640,000 
:  la  1860,  to  600,000  tons;  and  continued  to  &11  until, 
la  1868,  it  bad  raaebad  600,000  tons.  In  1868  it  rose  rapidly 
to  «6QyM0  toaa;  In  1864,  to  800,000  tons ;  and  oonUnued  to 
ika  aatU,  fai  1866,  It  readied  1,000,000  tons.  If  the  theoxy 
of  gantkaan  now  oontended  Ibr  be  true,  I  call  upon  them 
to  azakia  bow  It  wao  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff 
d  1848^  tba  prodoetion  sunk  from  800,000  tons  in  1848  (two 
yaan  after  tba  bill  waa  paaaad)  to  600,000  tons  in  1852;  and 
aada,  I  eaU  npon  them  to  explain  how  (under  theoperatioa 
of  ttiaaaaM  tariff)  the  prod  action  rose,  in  the  short  apaca 
of  tbiaa  yaan^  f^ym  600,000  tons  in  1852  to  1,000,000  tons  la 
1866?  xhaa  kote  are  important,  and  eminently  deserra 
ooasMaratloa.  Ia  my  Ttew  they  demonstrate  conclurirely 
tbakHaay  of  tba  opposition  theory,  which  charges  the  deprea- 
aioa  of  tba  troa  laterart  to  the  tariff  legislation  of  the  lart 
Qongraa.  Tha  raTalaioQ  through  which  we  are  now  passing 
k  jaatly  ebai^seabla  to  individual  imprudence,  and  not  to 
gofarnmaatal  aetlon.  We  lire  in  an  age  of  the  world 
chaiaotaikad  moat  strongly  by  indiridnal  and  nodal  extra> 
vngaaoa.  Bxtravaganee  has  its  punishment  in  porerty,  and 
oar  oofluserekl,  medianlcal,  sgricultural,  and  manufluv 
tnrlag  tateiaats,  u  wdl  as  all  oth*«r  intererts  In  the  country, 
are  aaflbrtog  that  pnnbbment  which  imprud(>nce  in  expen- 
dltara  baa  brooe^t  upon  them.  Economy,  energy,  indnstry, 
aad  a  dalarmiood  spirit  will  relieve  us  from  our  pecuniary 
trkk,  aad  reatore  to  ns  that  prosperity  which  hsis  been  so 
■addialy  loit,  iad  the  loss  of  which  has  been  accompanied 
by  io  aneb  physical  sufliprlng  and  angainh  of  mind. 

Tba  Damoeratto  party  and  the  country  demand  a  stabla 
poU^  oa  tbk  snldeet.  The  government  must  raitie  iti 
raraaaa  mainly  by  dutiea  on  impcirts,  and  those  dntiee 
abonld  ba  fhlrly  impoaed  with  reference  to  the  amount  of 
ravanna  whidi  may  be  needed  to  carry  on  its  npflmtions,  duo 
ragaird  being  bad  to  eeonomy  in  expenditnre.  All  tha 
latanak  of  tba  aation  and  all  sections  should  be  considered 
la  adjaatlng  tha  details  of  the  measure,  to  the  end  that 
aqaal  and  exact  iaatiea  may  be  done.  This  is  all  the  South 
aika,  aad  snrely  it  is  entitled  to  it 

Tha  **attra  pratteUtmid^  demand  more.  They  demand 
lldJatloa  for  apedlkd  branches  of  industry,  and  would 
bardaa  aU  other  interssta  to  secure  it  This  ppecies  of  lecis- 
latloa  wa  are  inflexibly  oppoaed  to,  becnuse  we  see  and  feel 
Ik  tajaatles^  and  know  that  it  mnst  end  in  the  creation  of 
Mellonal  jaaloaaiea.  prejudicial  to  that  harmony  and  cordial- 
1^  wbldi  k  a  greativ  to  be  chcrishetl,  and  so  important  to 
oar  progrea  aa  a  nation.  The  exceed vi>ly  and  oppressively 
nrotaetlve  tariff  of  1S28  produced  recultfi  that  shook  the  na- 
tbm  to  Ik  esntra,  and  at  one  time  seriously  Imperilled  tha 
axktaaea  of  tha  Union.  Patrintifm.  hovroTer,  triumphed, 
aad  tbi  measure  of  1838  was  passed,  which  gave  peace  to 
oar  distracted  country.  A  hiph  dc-rree  of  prosperity  Ibl* 
lowad.  bnt  the  proteetioniata  were  not  Rttisfled.  and.  to  carry 
out  tbair  altra  views,  paned  the  tariff  of  IS42.  So  much 
dkatkkction  resulted  from  it,  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  wpal  it  In  1846.  The  iattor  ni«>f<inr«  remained  in  full 
tnaa  and  effect  until,  in  1857.  it  whs  a.^certained  thai  it 
ndsad  more  revenue  than  waa  needcl  for  an  economical  ad- 
atolatratinn  of  the  government.  We  thus  see  thst  hi^ 
tarUk  ailopted  with  more  refrrenre  to  protection  than  rev^ 
nna,  bava  been  short-lived,  and  efninently  mi»chievoaatA 
tba  pablk  peace  in  their  n^eratlQw^  «.tv\  tvk\:\v»>. 

9tva  aa,  \b«n^  wa^t^bKn^g;  taVt,  'v^**--  ^^^  ^wjm^^'mA.  ^a^a 
i  wiiiiiinj  anil  tftinjiaa  ifi  ■  ^n^t^nT^  -^^>  ^^  «>*«v-ma. 
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ADDITIONAL  APPENDIX. 


n  of  Parties  in  the  present  Presi- 
Al  Contest  of  I860. 

bllowing  constitute  the  varioas  plat- 
pon  which  the  several  candidates  for 
lidency  and  Vice  Presidency  are  run- 
the  present  contest  of  I860,  and  also 
brated  Senate  Resolutions,  and  the 
Teon.  Following  them,  we  insert  the 
ces  of  the  respective  candidates. 

M  OF  THE  "  Constitutional  Union" 

NTION,  ADOPTED   MaY,    1860,  AT   BaL- 

e. 

ideni, 

John  Bell,  of  Tennessee. 
Prendent, 

iRD  Everett,  of  Massachusetts. 

as,  experience  has  demonstrated  that 

1  adopted  by  the  partisan  conventions 

untrv,  have  had  the  effect  to  mislead 

ive  the  people,  and,  at  the  same  time, 

the  political  divisions  of  the  country, 

reation  and  encouragement  of  geo- 

.  and  sectional  parties  ;  therefore, 

3d,  That  it  is  both  the  part  of  patriot- 

>f  duty  to  recognise  no  political  prin- 

tr  than  ilie  Constitution  of  the  coun- 

lion  of  the  States,  and  the  enforcement 

ws;  and  that,  as  representatives  of 

itutional  Union  men  of  the  country, 

al  Convention  assembled,  we  hereby 

rselves  to  maintain,  protect,  and  de- 

rately  and  unitedly,  tnese  great  prin- 

public  liberty  and   national  safety 

1  enemies,  at  home  and  abroad,  be- 

ereby  peace  may  once  more  be  re- 

the  country,  the  just  rights  of  the 

d  of  the  states  re-established,  and 

iment  again  placed  in  that  condition 

\,  fraternity,   and  equality  which, 

I  example  and  Constitution  of  our 

18  solemnly  bound  every  citizen  of 


the  United  States,  to  maintain  a  more  perfect 
union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity. 

Platform  of  the  Republican  Convention, 
ADOPTED  May,  1860,  at  Chicago. 

For  President, 

Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois. 
For  Vice  President, 

Hannibal  Uamlin,  of  Maine. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegated  represen* 
tatives  of  the  Republican  electors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  convention  assembled,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  wo  owe  to  our  constitu- 
ents and  our  country,  unite  in  the  following 
declarations : 

First.  That  the  history  of  the  nation  during 
the  last  four  years  has  established  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  the  organization  and 
perpetuation  of  the  Renublican  partj^;  and 
that  the  causes  which  called  it  into  existence 
are  permanent  in  their  nature,  and  now,  more 
than  ever  before,  demand  its  peaceful  and 
constitutional  triumph. 

Second.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  is  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  republican  institutions,  and  shall 
be  preserved ;  that  we  solemnly  reassert  the 
self-evident  truths  that  all  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
among  which  are  those  of  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  governments 
are  instituted  among  men  to  secure  the  enjoy- 
ment of  these  rights. 

Third.  That  to  the  Union  of  the  States  thi« 
nation  owes  its  unprecedented  increase  lu 
population,  its  surpnsing  development  of  ma- 
terial resources,  its  rapid  augmentation  of 
weftltby  its  happiness  at  home,  and  its  honor 
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abroad ;  and  we  hold  in  abhorrence  all  schemes 
for  disunion,  come  from  whatever  source  they 
may;  and  we  congratulate  the  country  that 
no  Republican  member  of  Congress  has  uttered 
or  countenanced  a  threat  of  disunion,  so  often 
made  by  the  Democratic  members  of  Congress 
without  rebuke,  and  with  applause  from  their 
political  associates;  and  we  denounce  those 
threats  of  disunion,  in  case  of  a  popular  over- 
throw of  their  ascendancy,  as  denying  the 
vital  principles  of  a  free  government,  and  as 
an  avowal  of  contemplated  treason,  which  it 
is  the  imperative  duty  of  an  indignant  people 
strongly  to  rebuke  and  forever  silence. 

Fourth.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  especially  the 
rights  of  each  state  to  order  ana  -control  its 
own  domestic  institutions  according  to  its 
own  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  the 
balance  of  power  on  which  the  perfection  and 
endurance  of  her  political  faith  ucpcnds.  And 
wc  denounce  the  lawless  invasion  by  an  armed 
force  from  any  state  or  territory,  no  matter 
under  what  pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  of 
crimes. 

Fifth.  That  the  present  Democratic  admin- 
istration has  far  exceeded  our  worst  apprehen- 
sions in  its  measureless  subserviency  to  the 
exactions  of  a  sectional  interest,  as  is  esneci- 
olly  evident  in  its  desperate  exertions  to  torce 
the  infamous  Lecompton  constitution  upon 
the  protesting  people  of  Kansas ;  in  constni- 
ing  the  personal  relation  between  master  and 
servant  to  involve  an  unqualified  property  in 
person ;  in  its  attempts  at  the  enforocment 
everywhere,  on  land  and  sea,  through  the  in- 
tervention of  Congress  and  the  Federal  court?, 
of  the  extreme  pretensions  of  a  purely  local 
interest;  and  in  its  general  and  unvarying 
abuse  of  the  power  entrusted  to  it  by  a  con- 
fiding people. 

Sixtli.  That  the  people  justly  view  with 
alarm  the  reckless  extravagance  which  per- 
vade^ every  department  of  the  Federal  go- 
vemujcnt;  that  a  return  to  rigid  economy 
and  accountability  is  indispensable  to  arrest 
the  system  of  plunder  of  the  public  treasury 
by  favored  partisans ;  while  the  present  start- 
ling developments  of  fraud  and  corruption  at 
the  Federal  metropolis  show  that  an  entire 
change  of  administration  is  imperatively  de- 
manaed. 

Seventh.  Tliat  the  new  dogma,  that  the 
Constitution,  of  its  own  force,  carries  slavery 
into  any  or  all  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  dangerous  political  heresy,  at  va- 
riance with  the  explicit  provisions  of  that 
instrument  itself,  with  its  contemporaneous 
exj>o>ition,  and  with  legislative  and  judicial 
prct'cdent ;  is  revohitionary  in  its  tendencies, 
and  subversive  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Country. 

Eighth.  That  the  normal  condition  of  all 
the    territory  of   tlie   United  States,    is   that 
of  freedom.     That  as  our  republican  fathers,  i 
when  they  had  aboH>he«l  slavery  in  all  our 
national  territory,  ordained   that  no   person  ! 
should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  ' 


without  due  process  of  law,  it  beoometi  our 
duty,  by  legislatioii,  whenever  such  legislatioii 
is  neoessary,  to  maintain  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution  against  all  attempts  to  violate  it 
And  we  deny  the  authority  ot  Congress,  of  a 
territorial  legislature,  or  of  any  individuals, 
to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  ten> 
toiT  of  the  United  States. 

Ninth.  That  we  brand  the  recent  reopeninc 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  under  the  cover  of 
our  national  flag,  aided  by  perversions  of 
judicial  power,  as  a  crime  against  humanity, 
a  burning  shame  to  our  country  and  age  ;  and 
we  call  upon  Congress  to  take  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  wv  the  total  and  final  sup- 
pression of  that  execrable  traffic. 

Tenth.  That  in  the  recent  vetorn  by  the 
governors  of  the  act)  of  tlie  legislatures  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  prohibiting  slavery  in 
those  territories,  we  fin<l  a  practical  illustra 
tion  of  the  boasted  Democratic  principles  of 
non-intervention  and  popular  sovereignty, 
embodied  in  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  biu, 
and  a  denunciation  of  the  deception  and  fraud 
involved  therein. 

Eleventh.  That  Kansas  should,  of  right,  be 
immediately  admitted  as  a  state,  under  the 
constitution  recently  formed  and  adopted  by 
her  people  and  accepted  by  the  boaso  of 
representatives. 

Twelfth.  That,  while  providing  revenue  for 
the  support  of  the  general  government,  by 
duties  upon  imports,  a  sound  policy  requires 
suuh  an  a/ljustment  of  these  impt)rtfl  as  to 
encourage  the  development  of  the  industrial 
interest  of  the  wliole  country;  and  we  rj»ra- 
mend  tlie  policy  of  national  exirhunges.  which 
secures  to  the  workin;;  men  lil)eral  wages,  to 
agriculture  remunerating  prices,  to  merhaniir* 
and  manufacturers  an  adequate  reward  fr 
their  skill,  labor,  and  enterprise,  and  to  the 
nation  commercial  prospciiiy  and  indepen- 
dence. 

Thirteenth.  That  we  protest  against  auy 
sale  or  alienation  to  others  of  the  public  i;inds 
held  by  actual  settlers,  aM<l  against  any  view 
of  the  free  homestea«l  pcdicy  which  regards 
the  settlers  as  paupers  or  supjdicants  fur  pub- 
lic bounty ;  and  we  demand  the  passage  by 
Congress  of  the  complete  and  satisfactory 
homestead  measure  which  has  already  passed 
the  House. 

Fourteenth.  That  the  national  Repuldit^n 
party  is  opp)sed  to  any  change  in  our  natu- 
ralization laws,  or  any  state  legislation  by 
which  the  rights  of  citizenship  hitherto  ac- 
corded to  emigrants  from  foreign  huKi**  shall 
be  abridged  or  impaired,  and  in  fav«»r  of 
giving  a  full  and  etficient  ]»rotection  t.>  the 
rights  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  whether  na- 
tive or  naturalized,  either  jir  home  or  abroad. 

Fifteenth.  That  ap]tropriation'*  by  Ci'ii;;r»*-* 
for  river  and  harbor  imi»rove:iii  nrs  of  u  ra- 
ti<mal  character,  re(iuire<l  for  tl.e  accoinni-  d.i- 
tion  and  socuritv  of  our  existini'  cjmincrtf, 
are  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  jusii- 
lied  by  an  obligation  of  the  governmeui  K 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens. 


^Sixteenth.  That  a.  Tailrond  to  the  Piccififi 
imperalirely  demaii<Ied  bj  thp  inter- 
t  oF  the  whole  oountrj ;  that  the  Fediinil 
iincnt  ou|!;ht  to  render  iminediate  and 
it  aid  in  ita  construction,  nnd  th&t.  as  n 
leliminar;  thereto,  a  daily  overland  mail 
jkould  beprginptl^  established. 
'  Sevealcenth.  Fid&IIt,  havinf^  thus  act  Porlh 
irdlstinctire  [irincipies  and  tioitb,  we  invite 
t  co-operation  of  all  eitisena,  however  dif- 
"'■■-  n  other  queitioiKi,  who  Bub"tmitially 
til  ns  in  their  affirmunco  and  8up[>ort. 


t'BACr     WUIcn     HOltlNATEtl     roK     PnK?ID*»T 

SntPBEN    A.    Doroi.is,    or    Illinois,    roa 

-    TlCK-PaiSlDBNT,    JleRSCUBLL  V.   JoHNSTON, 

I   or    Georoia.     adopted     at     Baltibor*. 

>  Sum  £2d,  1860. 

^  BoBolTed,  that  we.  the  domooraey  of  the 
Dnion,  in  convention  aB«em1>1od,  hereliy  ile- 
ftre  oor  afGrroance  uf  the  rewliitiimH  nnnni- 
Dpusl^  adopted  and  declared  as  a  PlatFiiriii 
rPnoeiplea,  bj  ths  Democratic  Convention 
H  Cincinnati,  :o  the  year  185G,  believing  that 

'^   principles   are   unohangeablo    In 

ire,  when  applied  to  the  aoine  eub- 
it-mattera;  and  we  recommend  as  the  only 
rther  resolutiona  tie  following; 
LBesolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  uf  the  United 
States  to  aflbrd  ample  and  complete  protection 
B  b]1  its  citizens,'  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 
led  whether  native  or  foreij^n  born. 
.  Sosolved,  That  one  of  the  necessities  of  the 
1^,  in  a  military,  commercial,  and  postal 
Mint  of  view,  is  ipoedy  comnionication  bo- 
hraen  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Slates ;  and 
lie  Democratio  party  pledge  stich  uonstitu- 
bttal  government  aid  as  will  insure  the  ccd- 
fenction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  coast,  at 
fts  earJiest  practicnble  period, 
ftteeoliod.  That  the  Democratic  party  are  in 
Mar  of  tbe  acquisition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
B  taoh  terms  oa  shall  bo  buiiorablo  to  i>ur- 
Uves  and  just  to  Spain. 
EHeBolved,  That  tbo  enactments  of  State 
Walatures  to  defritC  the  faithful  execution 
Vthe  Fugitive- slave  law,  are  hostile  in  char- 
Bter,  iubversive  of  tbe  Constitution,  nud 
■folutionary  in  their  efieut. 
FTbe  following  is  the  additional  resolution 
If  lame  party,  adopted  al  Baltimore,  on  mo- 
Iw  of  Qov.  Wickliffe,  of  Louisiana. 
I  Resolved,  That  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Kbcinnatt  platform,  that  during  the  eiislcnce 
9-  territorial  goterDmenis  Uw  measure  of  r»- 
trktiocK,  whatever  ii  may  be,  impDied  by 
M  Federal  Constitution  on  the  power  of  the 
■vitorial  legislature  oier  ihe  subject  of  the 
■mestio  relatioe*,  as  the  same  has  been  or 
Ull  her«nner  be  finally  determiond  by  tbe 
hpremo  Court  of  the  l/niied  Stotea,  s^rjuld 
p  responded  to  by  nil  grmd  citiiens,  and  en- 
•mod  wiib  promptness  and  tidelity  by  every 
fftnch  of  Ihe  Oeiieral  Government. 
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Tub  Dihockatic  PlatforiI 

Reported  from  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tso  on  retolutioDS  at  CbarleHtoo,  ami  adopted 
by  that  portion  of  tlie  Demoeruty  which  met 
at  the  tlaryland  Institutf^,  It  ill  ti  in  lire,  on  tbe 
23d  of  June,  1860,  and  noniinaled  for  Presi- 
dent, JoBN  C.  Brecebnridce.  of  Kentucky, 
fitr  Vice-President,  Joseph  Lane,  of  Oregon. 

Itesuked,  That  tbe  platform  a<lopted  by 
the  Demooratio  party  at  Cincinnati  lie  af- 
ftrmed,  with  the  following  eigilunatory  reso- 
lutions : 

First.  That  the  government  of  a.  Territory 
orwinised  by  an  act  of  Cuni-reus  is  provisional 
and  temporary,  and  during  ita  existence  oil 
citiiens  of  the  United  States  have  an  equal 
right  to  settle  with  their  property  in  the  Tci^ 
rltory,  wjtliont  their  rightf,  either  of  person 
or  property,  being  destroyed  or  impaired  by 
congressional  or  territorial  IcgiNlutidu. 

(second.  That  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Federal 
Ouvemment,  in  all  its  departments,  to  protect, 
when  necessary,  the  rights  uf  jicraons  and 
property  in  the  Terrilorie!",  and  wherever 
else  its  conslitotional  nutburity  extends. 

Third.  That  when  the  settleri  in  n  Terri- 
tory having  on  adequate  po|)ulnlion  form  a 
Slate  Constitution,  the  right  uf  B.ivereiKnty 
commences,  and,  being  con su minuted  by  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  they  stand  on  an 
eijual  fooling  with  the  people  r,f  ntliitr  States; 
and  the  Stale  thus  organized  iiught  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Federal  L'nion.  ivijcther  ita 
Constitution  prohibits  or  recogniKes  tlie  insti- 
tution of  slavery. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratii;  party  are  in 
favor  of  the  acquisition  of  the  Lliind  of  Cuba, 
on  auoh  terms  as  shall  be  huooriiMe  to  our- 
selves and  jnst  to  Spain,  at  the  earliest  prac- 
tj cable  moment. 

Resolved,  That  the  ennctments  of  Slate 
legixlatures  to  defeat  the  faithful  etecutioD 
of  tbe  Fugitive-slave  law,  are  hostile  in  char- 
acter, snbversive  of  the  Conslilution.  and  rev- 
olutionary in  their  effect. 

Resolved.  That  the  Demncraoy  of  the  United 
Slates  recognise  it  as  the  iinperativo  duty  of 
this  Onvemmcnt  to  protect  ihc  nnturaliied 
citiEen  in  all  his  rights,  whether  at  home  or 
in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  extent  as  ite  na- 
tive-born citizens. 

Whereas,  One  of  the  grealetit  necessities  of 
the  age.  in  a  political,  commercial,  postal,  nnd 
military  point  of  view,  is  a  spct'dy  comnmni- 
cation  between  the  Pacific  and  Atluiicic  coasts; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved.  That  the  national  Democratio 
pnrty  do  hereby  pledge  ihemscKea  to  use 
Gvorv  means  in  iheir  power  to  (Ccure  the  pae- 
Fnge'df  some  bill,  to  the  client  of  llic  consti- 
tutional authority  of  Congre«a,  for  the  con- 
struction of  B  Pacifio  railri'inl  from  the  Mie- 
aleeippi  river  to  the  Patillc  ocean,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 
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The  Senate  Resolutions. 
We  republish  below  the  democratic  senato- 
rial resolatious,  vith  the  vote  on  each  resolu- 
tion, as  finally  adopted  in  June,  1860.    Thej 
are  as  follows : 

1.  Resolvud,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the 
same  acted  severally  as  free  and  independent 
sovereignties,  delecting  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
emmoni  for  the  increased  security  of  each 
aga^at  dangers,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign ; 
aod  that  any  intermeddling  by  any  one  or 
more  States,  or  by  a  combination  of  their  cit- 
izens, with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
others,  on  an^  pretext  whatever,  political, 
moral,  or  religious,  with  the  view  to  their  dis- 
turbance or  subversion,  is  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  insulting  to  the  States  so  inter- 
fered with,  endangers  their  domestic  peace 
and  tranquillitr — objects  for  which  the  Con- 
stitution was  ^rrned — and,  by  necessary  con- 
sequence, tends  to  weaken  and  dostroy  the 
Union  itself. 

Yeas. — Meurs.  Benjamin,  Rl^Ior,  Bn^re,  Bright,  Brown» 
Chennut.  Clay,  Gingman.  Crittenden.  Davlft.  Fitzpatrlrlc, 
Oreen,  Gwin,  ilammond^  Hemphill,  Hunter.  Ivfri^n,  John- 
flon  of  ArkansaSt  Johnson  of  Tet)nej^««<>t>,  Kenn'^Nly,  I^ane, 
lAtbam,  Mallory,  Mason,  Nicholson,  i'Karcis  I\>lk,  Powell, 
Pueh,  Rice,  ^baflUan,  SliduU,  Th(>mp»tn,  Toombs,  Wigfall, 
and  Yulee.— .36. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler.  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  FesAtnilou,  Foi^t  Foster,  Urimeff,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Kyck.Wadc, 
and  Wilson.— lU. 

2.  Resolved,  That  negro  slavery,  as  it  exists 
in  fifteen  States  of  this  Uuion,  composes  an 
important  portion  of  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, inherited  from  their  anoestors,  and  ex- 
isting at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by 
which  it  is  recognised  as  cv)nstitiitint]^  an  im- 
portant element  in  the  apportionment  of  pow- 
ers among  the  States:  and  that  no  chanj;e  of 
opinion  or  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  of  the  tnion,  in  rehition 
to  this  institution,  can  justify  them  or  their 
citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks  there- 
on, with  a  view  to  its  overthrow  ;  and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  viohition  of  tlie 
mutual  and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  de- 
fend each  other,  given  by  the  States  respect- 
ively on  entering  into  tiie  constitutional  com- 
pact which  formed  the  l'nit>n.  and  are  a  man- 
ifest breach  of  faith  and  a  vi-ihition  of  the 
most  solemn  obligations. 

Yeah, — Messrs.  B»'nJMUiin.  lii^kr,  Uni.';;.  Hriiflit.  Un>wn, 
Cluvnut.  riuy.  Clin^nian.  Critt.-mJiMi.  iJiivi-*,  FitzjMtrlck, 
(fft't'ii.  <iwin.  Ilnminini'l,  Ili'iiijihlll.  IIntU'T.  Ivitsoti,  .Tohu- 
8^»n  «»f  Arkansas.  Juhnson  <>f  'IVniu'^-'fH*.  K«Min»*i|y,  Liin<>. 
Lalhnin.  MullDry,  M.'tsun.  Nich'ls"n,  I'v-mtch,  pnlk.  Powill. 
I'uiih.  Kico,  .S'liiusiiaij,  c^liJell,  ThouiiiM.>n.  TooujIh,  Wlnlall, 
an«l  Yul.M'.— :ir.. 

Nats. — .M«»H-rs.  r.in^'hiuu.  ninnillcr.  ('l^rk.  C<illamor, 
IMxoii,  D<K>littlf«.  y«'M)?»'inU'ii,  FiMit.  Fi>«ttT.  <!rim»'S.  HnlH, 
HiiDiliti.  II;irl:iii,  Kiiiir,  .''iinnions,  Suihikt.  T' ii  Ky«'k,  Trum- 
bull, \Va.l.»,  and  Wil^■•n.— J", 

o.  Jlesolved.  That  the  L'nion  (>f  these  States 
rests  on  the  ojuality  of  rights  an«l  privile^^es 
amoni;  its  members,  and  that  it  is  es])et;ially 
tlic  duty  of  the  Senate,  which  re})resents  the 
States  in  their  soverei^^n  capacity,  to  resist  all 
attempts  to  discriminate,  either  m  relation  to 
person  or  property  in  the  Territories — which 


are  the  common  poflseBsion  of  the  Unitad 
States — so  as  to  give  advantaf^es  to  the  citi- 
zens of  one  State  which  are  not  equally  «»- 
sured  to  those  of  every  other  State. 

Tbas.— Memrt.  Bn^jamln,  Blgler,  Bragft.  Rriirht,  BmvB. 
ChMnot,  Gky,  Cllngman,  Crittenden.  Davia.  fiUpatrirk, 
Green,  Qwin,  Haaunond,  Uemphill,  Hnnter,  Ivctdou,  J(iki»' 
son  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennesn^e,  KeniMdy.  Laaa. 
Latham,  Mallory,  Mason,  Nlcbolsrin,  Pearee.  l*olk,  FwaU, 
PuiKh,  Rice,  SebatUan,  Blidall,  Thompson,  Toomba,  W^sfkli, 
and  Yulee.— -36. 

Nats.— MesFTs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark.  OoHancr. 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Feoeodeo,  Foot,  Foster.  Uala,  llamiia, 
Harlan,  Simmons,  8omner,  Ten  £yek,  Trumball,  Wad% 
and  Wilson.— 18. 

4.  Resolved,  That  neither  Congress  nor  a 
territorial  legislature,  whether  by  direct  leg- 
islation or  legislation  of  an  indirect  and  un- 
friendly character,  possess  power  to  annul  of 
impair  the  constitutional  rieht  of  any  citisen 
of  the  United  States  to  take  nis  slave  property 
into  the  common  territories,  and  there  bold 
and  enjoy  the  same  while  the  territorial  con- 
dition remains. 

Tka8.— Mentni.  Benjamin,  Blgler,  Bragjc«  Brijrfat,  Bnnra, 
Chednut.  Clay,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Daviii,  Fitzpatrirk, 
Oreen,  (Iwin,  Hammond,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Irervon,  John- 
i^n  of  Arkanms,  Johnaon  of  Tennva^ee,  KcDoedy,  liaoe, 
Latham,  )Iallory,  MaM>n,  Nicholson,  Pearrv,  Polk.  Piim«lt. 
Rice,  Soltastlan,  Slidell,  Thompson,  Toombs,  Wi^fUl,  and 
Yubf.— ^.'i. 

Nays. — Merara.  Bini|;ham,  Chandler,  Clark.  CDHaowr, 
Dixon,  D(wi|lttle,  Fe»<en<len,  Foot«  Fo«ter,  Crimea,  Hal^ 
Hamlin.  Harlan,  King.  Pugh,  Simmoms  Bumnar,  Tan  Elyrk, 
TrumtiulU  Wade,  and  Wilson.— 21. 

5.  Resolved,  That  if  experience  should  at 
any  time  prove  that  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive authority  does  not  possess  mean^  to  in- 
sure adequate  protection  to  constitutional 
ri<;hts  in  a  Territory,  and  if  the  territorial 
government  should  fail  or  refuse  to  provide 
the  necessary  remedies  for  that  pur{K»se,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  supply  !*ucb 
deficiency  within  the  limits  of  its  constitu- 
tional powers. 

\r.k9. — Mo«i*r!<.  Benjamin.  BigW,  BragjK,  Bri;:ht.  Cb^Riut 
riay,  (^'liTJtjman,  Crittonden.  I>avi»i,  Fitzpatriik.  iinvb. 
(rifTin.  Hammond.  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Ivonvn,  .1ohn»ia  cf 
ArknnHiLS.  Johnson  of  Tennepsee,  Kennedy,  I^ane.  LaTtism. 
Mallory.  Ma.-on,  Nicholson,  lVarr«»,  Polk.  IV 'W*-! I,  Ihvrh, 
Kiie,  Sibn^tian,  SlidoU,  Ten  Kytk,  Toombs,  WiKfkll,  and 
Yulee. — 3.'>. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Hftmlin  and  Trumbull. — 2. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  a  Tcr 
ritory  of  the  United  States,  when  they  ri;:hi- 
fuUj*  form  a  Constitution  to  be  admitted  jh  a 
State  into  the  Union,  may  then,  for  the  !in»t 
time — like  the  people  of  a  State  when  firm- 
ing a  now  Constitution— <lecide  for  the!nse!v^> 
whether  slavery,  as  a  domestic  instituii.i  . 
shall  be  mainUiined  or  prohibited  witliin  tlioir 
iurisdiction;  and  **  thev  tihall  be  rov'civfMl  jnt' 
the  Union  with  or  without  ^lav^'rY,  as  tl.^^ir 
Constitution  may  prescribe  at  the  liine  I'f 
their  admission. 

Yt..k». — MenTs.  It4*njamin,  IIij?l*r.  Rrav".'.  IVu-ht  rhrjinot- 
riay.  Cllii;rman,  rrittemlen,  I>a\K  Kitrp-irii-k,  Mr^r, 
(Iwln.  Hftmmond.  llempliill,  llunt«r.  lv»*rM.ri.  J<•l.n^«•u  «'f, 
ArkMni<at,  .Iohn->«Mn  of  T«.'nu«'.*!*tv,  Kvini-  «1\ .  I.  mh-.  I.ithi-t... 
MriHoii,  Nirh<'l-«in,  r-'.-^nf*.  I'i»lk.  i*owi|l.  I.;.—.  S'1  A^'ift.i 
Slidell,  TlK>mptM>n.  Toombs,  Wigfall.  and  Yiili-r  — :  '.\. 

Nats. — MfH.«»rn.  Bingham.  Chandler.  PlX"U.  F'"'t,  K  »!»t. 
Ilnle,  PuKh,  i^immoiij),  Ten  Ky<k.  Trnml'Ull.  Wmli-.  ..i.  1 
Wllwn.— 12. 

7.  llesolved,  That  the  pn)vision  of  the  Co*  - 
stitution  for  the  renditicm  of  fu;;itivos  fnar. 
service  or  labor,  **  without  the  atloption  .d 
which  the  Union  could  not  have  been  lormed," 


1  that  the  lawa  of  1793  ftnd  1850,  vbich 
re  enttcted  to  secure  its  eiecutioD,  and  che- 
in  featuTBt  of  ^hich  beiog  HimilKr.  bear 
itipresB  of  nearly  seventy  jenrs  of  pane- 
I  '^y  the  biehefl  judicial  suthority,  should 
.  nestlj  and  faithfully  observed  aod  inaio- 
«il  by  all  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  out 
pact  of  Union ;  and  that  all  acts  of  indi- 
lals  or  of  State  legislatures  to  defeat  the 
[KMB  or  nallify  the  requirements  of  that 
ision  and  the  laws  made  in  pursannce  of 
re  hostile  in  character,  sobversiTe  of  the 
ItitutioQ,  and  revolutionary  in  their  effect. 

ti,— Maun.  B«n>iEla.  .Blflei,  Brus,  Brlalit.  Bniwn, 
iDt.  CUr.  ClInEtniD.-Crlltandm,  Dt'li,  Flii[iatrkk, 
,  <)>li>.  Huomoiid.  IlHDplllll.  Hunter.  Irinaa.  John- 

m.  Uallurj.  Mmoo.  McbcOtaa,  Palk.  Fovall.'  Piiib. 
kbultu,  SIMall,  Tsn  Ejfik,  nonpBii,  TboDb^  Wig. 
•dTolH,— SS. 
■.— Hmbl  Cbuidlar,  Cluk,  Post,  Hal*,  Wida,  ud 


LeiUr  of  Mr.  Bugi  lo  Xr.  BeU. 

Baltimore,  May  11,  I8C0.- 
IF  Sir :  It  has  become  my  acreeable  duty. 
)  presiding  officer  of  the  National  Union 
in  lion,  which  terminated  its  session  in 
ity  last  evening,  to  inform  you  that  you 
received  the  tiominaticn  of  that  body  as 
adidate  for  the  office  of  I'resident  of  the 
d  States. 

er  a  frank  interchange  of  sentiment,  in 
the  merits  of  all  the  distinguished  can- 
e  presented  for  our  consideration  were 
<sed  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  the  con- 
n  roiolved,  with  entire  ananimity  and 
enthusiasm,  to  place  your  name  before 


oerican  people  as  the  chosen  representa- 
■ -.--.S — -  ...   .-.   •■jo^  lii^rty 


pies  of 


'  Its  prmcipl 

h  a  just  appreciation  of  your  known 
ition  and  justice;  your  uniform  sup- 
f  wise   and    beneficent    ~"~- -'' 


repe^  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
I  kindred  measures  calculated  to  en- 

eectioDal  discord;  and  your  life-long 
D  to  the  union,  harmony,  and  pros- 
of  these  states,  it  was  aecided  with 
cord  that  you  are  the  man  for  the 
and  that  with  your  honored  name 
ed  on  our  banner  an  earnest  appeal 
e  made  to  the  people  to  rally  for  the 
ation  of  our  national  inetitations.  We 
le  and  all,  that  your  election  to  the 
noy  would  iasare  the  integrity  of  our 
nent,  restore  the  peace  of  the  Union, 
'ord  an  unfailing  guarantee  for  the 
acy  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

e  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 
edient  servant, 

Washinotok  Hcm. 

e  noD.  JoBH  Bkll. 
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Bepl]/  qfMr.BdUo  Mr.  Stint. 

Nashville,  May  21, 1860. 
Dear  Sir:  Official  information  of  my  Domi- 
ation  to  the  Presidencv  by  the  ifational 
Inion  Convention,  of  wnich  yon  were  the 
ireaiding  officer,  was  communioated  to  me, 
■y  jour  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  eve  of  my  departure,  with  my 
family,  for  myplace  of  reaidence  in  Tennesaee, 
and,  diffident  as  I  was  of  my  worthiness,  1  did 
not  hesitate  to  signify  my  intention  to  accept 
the  position  assigned  to  Die  bv  that  disdn- 
guished  and  patriotic  body.  .  But  for  conve- 
nience, and  'jndor  a  tense  of  tbe  propriety 
of  acting  in  co  grave  a  matter  with  great 
deliberation,  I  concluded,  as  1  informed  yon 
at  the  time  by  a  private  note,  to  defer  % 
formal  acceptance  until  otter  my  mrrival  at 

Now,  that  I  have  hod  all  the  leisure  that  I 
conld  desire  for  reflection  upon  tbe  circmn- 

stances  under  which  the  nomination  waa 
made,  the  purity  of  tbe  motives  and  the 
lofty  spirit  of  patriotism  by  which  the  con- 
vention wau  animated,  as  evinced  in  all  its 
proceedings,  I  can  appreciate  more  jaetlv 
the  honor  done  me  by  the  nomination ;  and, 
though  it  might  have  been  more  fortunate 
for  the  country  had  it  fallen  upon  some  one 
of  the  many  distinguished  statesmen  whose 
names  were  brought  to  tbe  notice  of  the  con- 
vention, rather  than  myself,  I  accept  it,  with 
all  its  possible  res  pons  i  bill  ties. 

Whatever  may  ne  the  issue  of  the  ensuing 
canvass,  as  for  myself  I  shall  ever  regard  it 
18  a  proud  distinction — one  worth  a  life-long 
effort  to  ottaln^to  be  pronounced  worthy  to 
receive  the  highest  office  in  the  government 
it  such  a  time  as  the  present,  and  by  such  a 
convention  as  that  which  recently  met  in  Bal- 
timore— a  convention  for  less  imposing  by  tbe 
Dumber  of  its  members,  large  as  it  was,  than 
by  their  hi^h  character.  In  it  were  men 
venerable,  alike  for  their  age  and  their  public 
•ervices,  who  could  not  have  been  called  from 
Lheir  voinntary  retirement  from  public  life  but 
by  the  strongest  sense  of  patriotic  dutv;  others, 
though  stilt  in  the  prime  of  life,  ranking  with 
the  first  men  of  the  country  by  honors  and 
iiatinctiona  already  ocquired  in  high  official 
positions,  state  and  national ;  many  of  them 
ttatesmen  worthy  to  fill  the  highest  office  in 
tbe  government;  a  still  greater  number  oc- 
;upving  the  highest  rank  In  their  respective 
profeseional  pursuits  ;  others  distinguished  by 
their  intelligence  and  well-earned  influence  in 
rariouR  walks  of  private  life ;  and  all  animated 
ind  united  by  one  spirit  and  one  purpose,  the 
result  of  a  strong  conviction  that  our  political 
system,  under  the  operation  of  a  complication 
if  disorders,  is  rapidly  approachinK  a  crina 
ivhen  a  speedy  change  must  take  place,  indi- 
:ating,  as  in  diseases  of  the  physical  body. 
recovery  or  death. 

The  convention,  in  discarding  tbe  OM  of 
platforms,  eiaola  no  pledges  from  those  whom 
they  deem  worthy  of  tlie  nighe«t  trusts  nodar 
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the  goyemment ;  wisely  considering  that  the 
surest  guarantee  of  a  man's  future  useful- 
ness and  fidelity  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  in  any  official  station  to  which  he 
may  be  chosen,  is  to  be  found  in  his  past 
history  connected  with  the  public  service. 
The  pledge  implied  in  my  acceptance  of  the 
nomination  of  tne  National  Union  Convention 
is,  that,  should  I  be  elected,  I  will  not  depart 
from  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  my  past  course ; 
and  the  obligation  to  keep  this  pledge  derives 
a  double  force,  from  the  consideration  that 
none  is  required  from  me. 

You,  sir,  in  your  letter  containing  the  offi- 
cial announcement  of  my  nomination,  have 
been  pleased  to  ascribe  to  me  the  merit  of 
moderation  and  justice  in  my  past  public 
career.  Yon  have  likewise  given  me  credit 
for  a  uniform  support  of  all  wise  and  benefi- 
cent measures  of  legislation,  for  a  firm  resist- 
ance to  all  measures  calculated  to  engender 
sectional  discord,  and  for  a  life-long  devotion 
to  the  union,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of 
these  states.  Whether  your  personal  par- 
tiality has  led  you  to  overstate  my  merits 
as  a  public  man  or  not,  in  your  enumeration 
of  them  you  have  presented  a  summary  basis 
of  all  sound  American  statesmanship.  It  may 
be  objected  .that  nothing  is  said  in  this  sum- 
mary, in  express  terms,  of  the  obligations 
imposed  by  tlie  Constitution ;  but  the  duty 
to  respect  and  observe  them  is  clearly  im- 
plied ;  for,  without  the  due  observance,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  government,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, its  restrictions  and  requirements,  fairly 
interpreted,  in  accordance  witli  its  spirit  and 
objects,  there  can  be  no  end  tx)  sectional  dis- 
•cord,  no  security  f^r  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

I  have  not  the  vanity  to  assume  that  in  my 
past  connection  with  the  public  jiorvice  I  have 
exemplified  the  course  of  a  sound  American 
statesman ;  but  if  I  have  deserved  the  favor- 
able view  taken  of  it  in  your  letter,  I  may 
hope,  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  maxims 
by  which  I  have  heretofore  been  guided,  not 
altogether  to  disappoint  the  confidence  and 
expectations  of  those  who  have  placed  me  in 
my  present  relation  to  the  public ;  and  if, 
under  Providence,  I  should  be  culled  to  pre- 
side over  the  afi'airs  of  this  great  country  as 
the  Executive  Chief  of  the  government,  the 
only  further  pledge  I  feel  called  upon  to 
make  is,  that  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability, 
and  with  whatever  strength  of  will  I  cau 
command,  all  the  powers  and  influence  be- 
longing io  my  official  station  shall  be  em- 
ployed and  directed  for  the  promotion  of  all 
the  great  objects  for  which  the  government 
was  instituted,  but  more  especially  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  against  all  o[)poaing  influences  and 
tendencies. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  ex- 
pressing my  high  gratification  at  the  nomina- 
tion to  the  second  office  under  the  government 
of  that  eminently  gifted  and  distinguished 
statesman  of  Massachusetts,  Edward  Everett, 


a  gentleman  held  by  general  oonMDt  to  be 
altogether  worthy  of  the  first. 

Tendering  my  grateful  acknowledgmenu 
for  the  kind  and  complimentary  remarks 
with  which  yon  were  pleased  to  acoompany 
the  communication  of  my  nomination^  I  am, 
dear  sir,  with  Uie  highest  respect,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

JcHX  Bill. 

To  the  Hon.  Washington  Huxi. 

Mr,  HwU  to  Mr.  Evertit. 

Baltimore,  11th  May,  I860. 

Dear  Sir :  It  has  become  my  agreeable  duty, 
as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  National  Union 
Convention,  wbuch  terminated  its  session  in 
this  city  last  evening,  to  inform  yoa  that  yoa 
have  received  the  nominaUon  of  that  body  as 
its  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  far  beyond  my  power  to  convey 
to  you  an  adequate  impression  of  the  intense 
ardor  and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  nomi- 
nation was  made.  Without  the  formality  of 
a  ballot,  your  name  was  on  every  lip,  and 
was  adopted  with  loud  acclamations  coming 
h^m  grateful  and  patriotic  hearts. 

State  after  state  vied  with  each  other  for 
the  privilege  of  rendering  to  you  its  tribute 
of  affectionate  homage  and  admiration. 

The  high  estimate  of  your  valuable  pnblie 
services  entertained  by  the  whole  country,  and 
the  universal  gratitude  excited  by  your  volun- 
tary efforts  as  a  private  citizen,  to  imbue  the 
minds  of  your  countrymen  with  feelings  of 
love  and  veneration  for  the  character  of 
Washington,  and  respect  for  his  example  and 
teachings,  were  reflected  by  the  convention  in 
a  manner  at  once  impre^ive,  appropriate,  and 
gratifying. 

It  was  believed,  moreover,  that  the  associa- 
tion of  your  name  with  that  of  John  Bell,  as 
candidates  for  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift 
of  the  nation,  would  of  itself  constitute  an 
irresistible  appeal  to  the  patriotism,  loyalty, 
and  national  spirit  of  the  whole  American 
people. 

In  this  season  of  discord  and  distraction, 
we  feel  it  to  be  a  paramount  duty  to  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  revive  seniiraents  of  harmony 
and  brotherhood  between  the  different  states 
and  sections  of  our  Union. 

We  were  not  ignorant  of  your  cherished 
purpose  to  decline  in  futiire  the  cares  and 
honors  of  official  station :  yet  we  do  not  per* 
mit  ourselves  to  doubt  that  the  same  sentiment 
of  patriotism  which  your  voice  and  example 
have  inspired  in  the  hearts  of  otherj*.  will 
prompt  you  to  yield  to  the  call  now  made 
upon  you,  by  a  large  and  respectable  porti"n 
ot  vour  countrymen. 

r  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Wasoixuton  Hunt. 

To  the  Honorable  Edward  Everett. 
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Jfr,  EcertlCs  Repljf  to  Mr,  ffunt, 

Boston,  May  29,  1860. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your 
ter  of  the  11th,  in  which  you  inform  me 
cially  that  the  National  Union  Convention, 
ently  in  session  at  Baltimore,  had  done 
the  honor  to  nominate  me  as  its  candidate 
the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  United 
ites. 

[  am  deeply  impressed  with  this  manifesta- 
n  of  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  conven- 
Q,  comprising  as  it  did  among  its  members 
many  persons  distinguished  for  public  ser- 
e,  patriotism,  and  intelligence,  and  fairly 
resenting  a  considerable  porticm  of  the 
servative  feeling  of  the  country.  For  the 
at  cordiality  vrith  which,  as  you  inform 
m}'  name  was  pr(» posed  and  received,  my 
Tnest  thanks  are  due. 

'he  grateful  acc<^ptance  of  such  a  nomina- 

wouM,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 

latter  of  course ;  but  it  *ha«  unavoidably 

1  with  me  the  subject  of  long  and  anxious 

tation.     The  grounds  of  this  hesitation  I 

to  this  convention  which  has  honored  me 

\  this  murk  of  its  confidence,,  and  to  ijiy- 

to  explain  ;    loth  as  I  am   to  dwell  on 

:ers  of  personal  interest  of  no  importance 

le  public. 

is  generally  known  that  I  have,  for  some 
B  past,  retired  from  active  participation  in 
ical  life,  not,  as  I  hope  I  have  shown,  from 
Icncc  or  want  of  sympathy  with  my  fellow- 
ms  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great  objects  of 
1  life.   The  reasons  of  my  retirement  have 
more  than  once  publicly  stated,  and  I 
to  repeat  them  here  from  my  speech  at 
fnion  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  last  De- 
er:— 
did  not  suppose  that  anything  could 
which  would  make  me  think  it  my 
to  appear  again   on   this  platform  on 
3Ccasion  of  a  political   character;   and 
his  meeting  been  of  a  party  nature,  or 
led  to  promote  any  party  purpose,  I 
1  not  have  been  here.    When  compelled 
3  prostration  of  my  health  five  years  ago 
Ign  the  distinguished  place  which  I  then 
in  the  public  service,  it  was  with  no  ex- 
ion,  no  wish,  and  no  intention  of  ever 
mingling  in  the  scenes  of  public  life.   I 
icconiingly,  with  the  partial  restoration 
health,  abstained  from  all  participation 
tical  action  of  any  kind,  partly  because 
3  found   a  more  congenial,  and,  as  I 
e  to  think,  a  more  useful  occupation,  in 
g  to  rally  the  affections  of  my  country- 
Vorth  and  South,  to  that  great  name 
•ecious  memory  whirli  are  left  almost 
►f  all  th'»  numerous  kindly  associations 
once  bound  the  dilVorent  sections  of  the 
f  together;  and  also  because,  between 
trenies  of  opinion  that  have  long  dis- 
,   and  now  threaten  to  convulse  the 
r,  I  find  no  middle  ground  of  practical ! 
less  on  which  a  friend  of  moderate  | 
B  can  stand/'  ' 


[  It  havinff  been  suggested  to  me,  notwitb- 
standing  these  avov^ls,  that  I  might  be 
thought  of  at  the  Union  Convention  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  I  requested  by 
telegraphic  message  and  by  letter  that  my 
name,  if  brought  forward,  might  be  with- 
drawn. It  is  true  that  in  these  communica- 
tions I  had  only  in  view  a  nomination  to  the 
Presidency,  none  other  having  been  sag^sted 
to  me;  but  all  the  reasons  above  ind^ated, 
which  led  me  in  advance  to  decline  such  a 
nomination,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
Vice-Presidency.  These  reasons  of  coarse 
still  exist  in  unimpaired  force,  and  I  cannot 
now  take  an  active  part  in  politics  without 
abandoning  a  deliberately  formed  purpose, 
and  even  exposing  myself  to  the  suspicion 
of  insincerity  in  its  persistent  avowal. 

Without  dwelling  upon  these  considerations, 
of  which,  however,  I  am  sure  the  weight  will 
be  admitted,  I  beg  leave  to  advert  for  a  moment 
to  my  connection  with  the  movement  for  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon,  to  which  your  let- 
ter alludes  in  such  obliging  terms.  l!ne  favor 
which  has  attended  my  exertions  in  that  cause 
(if  I  ma^  without  indelicacy  say  anything  on 
the  subject),  has  been  mainly  the  result  of 
my  known  and  recognised  disconnection  from 
party  politics.  If  it  could  have  been  even 
plausibly  insinuated  that  I  was  or  intended 
to  become  a  candidate  for  high  political 
honors,  I  should,  in  my  various  excursions 
in  aid  of  that  fund,  have  laid  myself  open 
to  the  imputation  of  speaking  one  word  for 
Mount  Vernon  and  two  for  myself.  As  it  is, 
the  people  throughout  the  Union  have  gener- 
ously given  me  credit  for  having  a  single  eye 
to  that  meritorious  object.  As  far  as  tne 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  is  concerned,  that 
object  has  been  effected  under  the  judicious 
and  efficient  management  of  the  regent  and 
vice-regents  of  the  association,  with  the  aid  of 
their  intelligent  and  active  assistants  through- 
out the  Union.  But  a  sum  of  money  equal  to 
that  already  raised  is  still  wanting  for  the 
repair  of  the  mansion,  the  enclosure  of  the 
land  purchased,  the  restoration  of  the  house 
and  grounds,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  their 
condition  in  1800,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  fund  for  their  conservation.  I  own 
that  I  am  desirous  still  to  enioy  the  privilege 
of  co-operating  in  this  noble  work,  which, 
however,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  to 
any  advantage,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  present  canvass,  if  I  am  now  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  a  strenuously  contested  election. 
There  are  many  parts  of  the  country  which  I 
have  not  yet  visited.  I  had  promised  myself 
a  rich  harvest  from  the  patriotic  liberality  of 
the  states  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  those 
on  the  Mississippi  river  (which  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  visit,  with  the  exception  of  9u»- 
souri,  though  often  kindly  invited),  and  I 
confess  that  it  is  very  painful  to  roe  to  with- 
draw from  that  broad  field  of  congenial  labor 
to  tread  the  thorny  and  ihankUts  paths  of 
politics. 

Apart  from  the  pecuniary  aspects  of  the 
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ch,  however,  are  of  considomblo  im- 

I  will  candidly  say,  thnt  in  holding 

)  admirins  veneration  of  the  Ameri- 


countrj  are  sandered,  and  the  kindlv  toc'ial 
relations  of  North  and  South  fleriou<>]T  ic- 


paired.    The  national  House  of  Ilepre«enu- 

e  the  pecrlosfl  name  of  Washington  ;  lives,  hovering  on  the  verge  of  anarohv. 
ho  only  bond  of  fraternal  sentiment '  requires  weeks  to  effect  the  organ izatM3. 
?  bitternes!4  of  our  sectional  contro- 1  which  ought  to  be  the  work  of  an  hour,  to^ 
IS  left  us),  I  feel  as  if  I  was  doing !  it  holds  its  sessions  (many  of  its  memler'.  I 
1,  as  far  as  I  am  a1)le  to  do  any  good,  i  am  told,  armed  with  concealed  wcapims)  on 
-ibuting  mure  to  revive  the  kindlv  j  the  crust  of  a  volcano.  The  candidate*  fur 
hich  once  existed  between  Xorth  >  the  Presidency  representing  respectively  ii« 
h,  and  which  is  now,  I  grieve  t^)   dominant  sectional  ideas,  will,  at  the  ensaio; 

election,  in  all  probability,  be  supported  by  a 
pure  geographical  vote.  In  other  words,  we 
are  already  brpught  to  a  pass  at  which  North 
and  South  cannot  and  will  not  co-operate  is 
the  periodical  re-organization  of  the  govem- 
ment. 

Can  such  a  state  of  things  lon^  continue, 
especially  with  the  ever-present  nsk  of  new 
causes  of  exasperation  7  I  own  that  it  secns 
to  me  impossible,  unless  some  healing  ooane 
is  adoptea,  that,  the  cata^itrophe,  which  the 
mass  of  good  citizens  sc»  much  deprecate, 
should  be  much  longer  delayed.  A  sfjiiil 
am  lei  to  believe  a  public  duty.  It  of  patriotic  moderation  must  be  called  isu 
urged  upon  me,  and  I  cannot  deny  action  throughout  the  Union,  or  it  will  is- 
is  my  own  feeling,  that  we  have  suredly  be  broken  up.  Unless  the  warfare  of 
)n  times  which  call  upon  all  good  inflammatory  speeches  and  incendiary  publi- 
it  whatever  cost  of  personal  conve-  cations  is  abandoned,  and  gi»od  citizens,  as  in 
)  contribute  their  share,  however  \  177G  and  1787,  North  and  South,  will  agree 
[)  the  public  service. 


h 

ly  extinct,  than  I  could  possibly  do 
ing  in  the  wretched  scramble  for 
ich  is  one  great  source  of  the  dan- 
threaten  the  country, 
considerations,  and  others  of  a  still 
sonal  nature,  have  necessarily  occa- 
)  to  reflect  long  and  anxiously  be- 
lting the  nomination  with  which  the 
ivention  has  honored  me.  In  yield- 
gth  to  the  earnest  solicitations  which 
I  addressed  to  me  from  the  most  re- 
sources in  almost  every  part  of  the 
nake  a  painful  sacrifice  of  inclination 


that,  in  my  opinion,  it  cannot  be 

ger  kept  up  without  rending   the 

do  not  mean   that  either  of  the 

ies  in  the  country  desires  or  aims 


id  a  baneful  influence  is  exercised 
this  class,  in  both  sections  of  the 
riortion  of  the  conservative  masses 
bly  and  [gradually  goaded  into  con- 
rith  opinions  and  sentiments  with 


to  deal  with  the  same  elements  of  discord  Ifir 
*<e  it  to  be  the  almost  universal  im- '  thoy  existed  then  as  now)  as  our  fathers  dealt 
it  is  certainly  mine)  that  the  existing  i  with  tlirm,  we  shall  but  for  a  very  few  years 
fairs  is  extremely  critical.  Our  poli-  •  li.>ngf»r  be  even  nominally  brethren  of  one 
■oversies  have  substantially  assumed  '  family.  The  suggestion  that  the  Union  cas 
purely  sectional  character — that  of  be  maintained  by  the  numerical  predominance 
^trugglo  between  the  North  and  the  and  military  prowess  of  one  section,  exerted  to 
t  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  at  coerce  the  other  into  submission,  is,  in  my 
}  perilous  nature  and  tendency  of  judgment,  as  8elf-<'ontradictory  as  it  is  dan- 
gle ;  but  I  can  only  say,  on  this  gerous.  It  comes  loaded  with  the  death-smell 
'*--"    *  •   *        •  ■      from  fields  wet  with  brothers'  bloo^J.     If  ibe 

vital  principle  of  all  republican  grivernment 
is  '*  the  consent  of  the  governed,*'  much  more 
does  a  union  of  co-equal  sovereign  stares  re- 
ition  of  the  states  as  a  final  object,    quire,  as  its  basis,  the  harmony  of  its  member* 
here  are  extremists  in  considerable  |  and  their  voluntary  co-operation  in  its  organio 
'ho  have  that  object  in  view.   While   functions. 

Believing,  for  these  reasons,  that  healiar: 
counsels  must  l>e  listened  to,  if  we  are  mucL 
l(»nger  to  remain  one  people,  I  regard  the  late 
National  Union  Convention  as  a  movoraeni  ir. 
the  right  direction.    I  could  wish  that  it  h»i 
the  outset,  they  had  no  sympathv. ,  been   earlier  assembled,  with  less  cxcIusit* 
almost  wholly  neglecting  the  mam  |  reference  to  official  nominations,  ami  with  a 
L»rosts,   our   political   controversies  |  more  comprehensive  representation,  if  po#*i- 
and  more  on  questions  in  refer- '  ble,  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  C')untry. 
ich,  as  abstract  formuhv,  the  great    On  general  principles,  and  in  ordinary  tinie>. 
the  country  (lifTer  irreconcilably,    I  admit  that  thiru  parties  are  objectionable, 
re  is  notliing  practically  important  j  but  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  if  there  i« 
licli  rccjuires  the  discussion  to  be  j  to  be  any  escape  from  the  present  ill-omened 
fhese  controversies  are  carried  on    conflict,  it  would  seem  that  a  commencement 
ly  increasing  bitterness  and  exas-   must  be  made  with  such  a  meeting  as  that  of 

the  0th  and  10th  at  Baltimore.  It  was  a  fair 
ions  thus  kindled  have  already  led  representation  of  the  conservative  opinion  of 
olence  and  bloodshed,  approaching  I  the  ctmntry,  and  the  calmness,  gravity,  and 
in  the  territories,  and  attempted   g<jod  feeling  with  which  its  proe^inp  were 

conducted  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 
In  adopting  as  its  platform  the  Constitutioa 


! 


rrection  in  the  states.     The  great 
^A'^y/audlrjvpJeaasocJatJODa  (S  the 
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ent,  the  oonvention,  as 
ed  a  wise  and  patriotic 
irse  was  thought  of  in 
republic.  Electioneer* 
Doet  without  exception 
e.  It  is  objected  that 
neaning  of  the  funda- 
differ  not  less  as  to  anj 
The  Constitution,  in 
erpretation,  is  the  only 
tizens  in  every  part  of 
lite;  and  any  attempt  to 
lave  no  other  effect  than 
^ee  on  ^eat  practical 
netapbysical  subtleties, 
by  artfully  constructed 
notives,  those  who  have 
on. 

be  Presidency  presented 
ion  is  every  way  worthy 
K)rt.  I  speak  from  perso- 
•ng  association  vnth  him 
lis  distinguished  talent, 
kffairs,  proved  integrity, 
m,  furnish  tbe  amplest 
ind  efficient  administra- 
it  at  home  and  abroad, 
b,  and  loyal  to  her  con- 
impartial  and  concilia- 
ic  man  affords  a  ground 
pported  in  either  section 
ut  dereliction  of  princi- 
parties,  witbout  a  pain- 
preferences. 

hat  tbe  convention  has 
>wer  to  pay  an  equally 
tribute  to  some  worthy 
^Presidency,  but  feeling 
»ired  proof  of  synipathy 
)rt8  to  restore  tbe  happy 
sord  between  tbe  diner- 
oved  country,  I  remain, 

ITS, 

Edward  Everett. 


Lincoln  and  Haxlin 

INATION. 

d,  111.,  May  23,  1860. 
omination  tendered  me 
)r  which  you  presided, 
•rmally  apprised  in  the 
others,  acting  as  a  com- 
on  for  that  purpose, 
rinciples  ana  sentiments 
jTOur  letter,  meets  my 
.  be  my  care  not  to  vio- 
any  part. 

stance  of  Divine  Provi- 
regard  to  tbe  views  and 
rere  represented  ui  the 
hts  of  all  the  states  and 
I  of  the  nation ;  to  the 
nstitution,  and  tbe  pei^ 
f,  and  prosperity  of  all, 


I  am  most  happy  to  co-operate  for  the  practi- 
cal success  or  the  principles  declared  oy  the 
convention. 
Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

Abraham  Lincoi^. 
Hon.  George  Ashmun,  President  of  the  Re- 
publican National  Convention. 

Washin^n,  May  30,  1860. 

Qentlemen :  Your  official  communication  of 
the  18th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Kepublican  party  of  the 
United  States,  assembled  at  Chicago,  on  that 
day,  had,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  selected  me 
as  their  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
convention  as  its  declaration  of  principles. 

These  resolutions  enunciate  clearly  and  for- 
cibly the  principles  which  unite  us,  and  the 
objects  proposea  to  be  accomplished.  They 
address  themselves  to  all,  and  there  is  neither 
necessity  nor  propriety  in  my  entering  upon 
a  discussion  of  any  of  them.  Tbey  have  tbe 
approval  of  my  judgment,  and  in  any  action 
of  mine  will  be  faiUifully  and  cordially  sus- 
tained. 

I  am  profoundly  grateful  to  those  with 
whom  it  is  my  pride  and  pleasure  politically 
to  co-operate,  for  the  nomination  so  unexpect- 
edly conferred  ;  and  I  desire  to  tender,  through 
you,  to  the  members  of  the  convention,  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  confidence  thus  reposed 
in  me.  Should  the  nomination  which  I  now 
accept  be  ratified  by  the  people,  and  the  du- 
ties devolve  upon  me  of  presiding  over  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  my 
earnest  endeavor  faithfully  to  discharge  them 
with  a  just  regard  for  the  rights  of  all. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  in  connection  with  the 
doings  of  the  Kepublican  Convention,  that  a 
paramount  object  with  us  is  to  preserve  the 
normal  condition  of  our  territorial  domain  as 
homes  for  free  men.  The  able  advocate  and 
defender  of  Republican  principles,  whom  you 
have  nominatea  for  the  highest  place  that  can 
gratify  the  ambition  of  man,  comes  from  a 
state  which  has  been  made  what  it  is  by  spe- 
cial action  in  that  respect  of  the  wise  and 
good  men  who  founded  our  institutions.  *  The 
rights  of  free  labor  have  there  been  vindicated 
and  maintained.  The  thrift  and  enterprise 
which  BO  distinguish  Illinois,  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  states  of  the  glorious  West,  we 
would  see  secured  to  all  the  territories  of  tbe 
Union ;  and  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
whole  country,  by  bringing  back  the  ji^vern- 
ment  to  what  it  was  under  the  wise  and  patri- 
otic men  who  created  it.  If  the  Republicans 
shall  succeed  in  that  object^  as  they  hope  to, 
they  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by 
the  busy  and  teeming  millions  of  future  ages. 
1  am,  very  truly  yours, 

H.  Hamlin. 
The  Hon.  Qeorob  Ashmun,  President  of  the 

Convention,  and  others  of  the  Committee. 
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sroad ;  and  we  hold  in  abhorrence  all  schemes 
T  disunion,  come  from  whatever  source  they 
ay;  and  we  congratulate  the  country  that 
>  Kcpublican  member  of  Congress  has  uttered 
'  countenanced  a  threat  of  disunion,  so  often 
ade  by  the  Democratic  members  of  Congress 
ithout  rebuke,  and  with  applause  from  their 
)litical  associates;  and  we  denounce  those 
ireats  of  disunion,  in  case  of  a  popular  over- 
irow  of  their  ascendancy,  as  denying  the 
tal  principles  of  a  free  government,  and  as 
I  avowal  of  contemplated  treason,  which  it 
the  imperative  duty  of  an  indignant  people 
rongly  to  rebuke  and  forever  silence. 
Fourth.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of 
e  rights  of  the  states,  and  especially  the 
ghts  of  each  state  to  order  and  control  its 
vn  domestic  institutions  according  to  its 
vn  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  the 
ilanco  of  power  on  which  the  perfection  and 
idurance  of  her  political  faith  depends.  And 
e  denounce  the  lawless  invasitm  by  an  armed 
rcc  from  any  state  or  territory,  no  matter 
ider  what  pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  of 
imes. 

Fifth.  That  the  present  Democratic  adniin- 
tration  has  far  exceeded  our  worst  apprehcn- 
ans  in  its  measureless  subserviency  to  the 
[actions  of  a  sectional  interest,  as  is  especi- 
ly  evident  in  its  desperate  exertions  to  force 
le  infamous  Leoompton  constitutitm  upon 
le  protesting  people  of  Kansas ;  in  constiii- 
g  the  personal  relatii)n  between  mii<5ter  and 
rvant  to  involve  an  unqualified  property  in 
Tson ;  in  its  attempts  at  the  enfore.enient 
erywhere,  on  lanrl  and  sea,  through  the  in- 
rvcntion  of  Congress  and  the  Federal  courts, 
the  extreme  pretensions  of  a  purely  local 
terest;  and  in  its  general  and  unvarying 
)use  of  the  power  entrusted  to  it  by  a  con- 
ling  people. 

Sixth.  That  the  people  justly  view  with 
arm  the  reckless  extravagance  which  per- 
.dc<  every  department  of  the  Federal  go- 
rnnicnt;  that  a  return  to  rigid  economy 
d  accountability  is  indispensable  to  arrest 
e  system  of  plunder  of  the  public  treasury 
'  favored  partisans ;  while  the  present  start- 
ig  develomncnts  of  fraud  and  corruption  at 
3  Federal  metropolis  show  that  an  entire 
ange  of  administration  is  imperatively  de- 
inded. 

Seventh.  That  the  new  dogma,  that  the 
nstitution,  of  its  own  force,  carries  slavery 
:o  any  or  all  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
ites,  is  a  dangerous  political  heresy,  at  va- 
ince  with  the  explicit  ]>rovisions  of  that 
itrument  itself,  with  its  contemporaneous 
position,  and  with  legislative  an<l  judicial 
n'edent;  is  revolutionury  in  its  tcnilencies, ; 
(I  subversive  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
i  country. 

Eightli.  That  the  nnnnal  condition  of  all 
i   territory  of  the   United  .States,    is   that  I 
freedom.     That  as  our  republican  fathers, 
icn  they  had  abolishoil  slavery  in  ail  (mr 
tional  territory,  ordained   that  no  person  ! 
!«W  i^  diyprh'hd  i>/ Jife,  liberty,  or  property  ' 


without  due  process  of  law,  it  become?  cs 
duty,  by  legislation,  wheneTer  such  legi8kt>: 
is  necessary,  to  maintain  this  pn)vision  ti  u« 
Constitution  against  all  attempts  ti>  Tii»late:: 
And  wo  deny  the  authority  ot  Cungre**,  ^ » 
territorial  legislature,  or  uf  any  individiuA 
to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  ten> 
tory  of  the  United  States. 

Ninth.  That  we  brand  the  recent  reopeaiai 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  under  the  cover  u 
our  national  fltig,  aided  by  perversions  d 
judicial  power,  as  a  crime  ngamst  humaDitj. 
a  burning  shame  tu  our  country  and  age ;  tai 
we  call  upon  Congress  to  take  prompt  lod 
efficient  measures  for  the  total  and  final  up- 
pression  of  that  execrable  traffic. 

Tenth.  That  in  the  recent  vetor.^  by  d* 
governors  of  the  acL<  of  the  leginlatures  >f 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  prohibiting  slavery  is 
those  territories,  we  find  a  practical  illostn 
lion  of  the  boasted  Democratic  principle  J 
non-intervention  and  popular  soverei^ir. 
embodied  in  the  Kansas  and  Nebratks  l^L 
and  a  denunciation  of  the  deception  and  fru: 
involved  therein. 

Eleventh.  That  Kansas  should,  of  ri^htbi 
immediately  admitted  as  a  state,  un(^r  tk 
constitution  recently  formed  and  adopted  It 
her  people  and  accepted  l»y  the  hun^  i 
representatives. 

Twelfth.  That,  while  providing  revenne  fc 
the  support  of  the  general  guvemnient,  h 
duties  upon  imports,  a  siian«l  p«ilicy  rer|urrr 
suuh  an  adjustment  t>f  tliose  imfH^rtA  a«  ■ 
encourage  the  ilevolopment  .if  the  indi>rr!ai 
interest  of  ilie  wlnde  country:  and  we  o»a- 
mend  the  policy  of  national  exohangcs,  wild 
secures  to  the  working  men  liberal  wage*,  t 
agriculture  remunerating  prices,  to  nifdianic* 
and  manufjicturers  an  a«ioquate  reward  f-r 
their  skill,  labor,  and  enterprise,  and  U  !» 
nation  commercial  pn^peiiiy  and  indepcD- 
dence. 

Thirteenth.  That  we  pnitest  again«t  sst 
sale  or  alienation  to  others  of  the  public  i^in:* 
held  by  actual  settlers,  and  against  any  litt 
of  the  free  homestead  policy  which  ^ega^l■ 
the  settlers  as  paupers  iir  supplicants  forf«^ 
lie  bounty ;  and  we  demand  the  passa^  h 
Congress  of  the  complete  and  satisfacti^r 
homestead  measure  which  has  already  («sm2 
the  House. 

Fourteenth.  That  the  national  Ropabli.'tt 
party  is  opposed  to  any  change  in  rmr  »(&• 
ralization  laws,  or  any  state  legislati««  It 
which  the  rights  of  citizenship  hitherto  »> 
corded  to  emigrants  frv>m  foreign  landM  fthil 
be  abridged  or  impaireil,  and  in  faA"»T  '-^ 
giving  a  full  and  cmcici-.t  protection  to  lb« 
rights  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  whether  «■ 
tive  or  naturalized,  either  at  Ixune  or  abn-ii 
Fifteenth.  That  appnipriatlMU'*  by  Ci-r.^rp*- 
for  river  and  harbor  improvennnrs  of  a  r>> 
tional  character,  required  for  ibi.'  aci.\'mmtl)- 
tion  and  security  of  our  existing  oummertf- 
are  authorized  by  the  Constitutitm,  and  jitfo- 
fted  by  an  obligation  of  the  governmeot  v 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizesL 
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nulroad  to  the  PaoiSc 
demanded  bj  the  inter* 

mtry;  that  &t  FedcmJ 
reader  iounediate  and 

ttructioo,  and  that,  aa  a 
a  daily  OTerlaod  mail 

t«b1iehed. 

It,  having  thuB  set  forth 

U  oitiiena,  however  dif- 
aoD8,  who  Hubfitautially 
;  affirmance  and  support 

PORTIOH    OF 
IIN&TKD     rOR     PrR31I>B\T 

DOLAS,  OF  Illinois,  roa 
Ubrschbll  V.  Johnston, 

MPTID       AT       BaLTIHOBI, 

e,  the  democracy  of  the  ' 
in  assembled,  hereby  de- 

of  the  resoluli.inn  nnani- 
[  declared  as  a  Platform 
e  Democratic  Convention 
I  year  1850.  belieTiog  tbat 
as  are  unchangeable  in 
applied  to  the  same  sub- 
's recommend  as  the  only 
be  fullowing: 

is  the  duty  of  the  United 
le  aiid  complete  protection 
aether  at  home  or  abroad, 
or  foreign  bom. 
leof  the  necessities  of  the 
commercial,  and  postal 

and  Pacific  States;  and 
ty  pled^  such  coiistitu- 
m  as  mil  insure  the  con- 
ad  to  the  Pacific  coast,  at 
ble  period. 

e  Democratic  party  are  in 
ion  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
■all  be  honorable  to  our- 

Sie  enactments  of  State 
at  the  faithful  aiecotion 
e  laiT,  are  hostile  in  char- 
f  the  Constitution,  and 
ir  effect 

tits  additional  resolution 
■ted  at  Baltimore,  on  nio- 
9e,  of  Luuisiana. 

is  in  accordance  vith  the 
,  that  during  tlie 


s  the 
'  it  may  be,  imposed  by 
ution  on  the  pnner  of  the 
«  over  the  suiiioct  of  the 

aa  the  same  lias  been  or 
Snail;  determined  by  the 
Jie  United  States,  should 

all  good  citiiens,  and  en- 
Bess  and  fidelity  by  every 
ral  Government 


HDIX.  791 

Thb  Dexocbatic  Platform 

Reported  from  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee on  resoluUoDfl  at  Charleston,  and  adopted 
by  that  portion  of  the  Democracy  -which  met 
at  the  Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore,  on  the 
23d  of  June,  I860,  and  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent JonN  C.  Brgckenridoe,  of  Kentucky, 
for  Vice-President,  Joseph  Lane,  of  Oregon. 

Resolved,  That  the  platform  adufitcd  by 
the  Democratic  party  at  Cincinnati  he  al- 
firmed,  with  the  following  espionatory  reso- 
'  Intiona  -. 

First.  That  the  government  of  a  Territory 
organiied  hy  an  act  of  Congress  ii  (irovisional 
and  temporary,  and  during  its  eiistence  all 
citixens  of  the  United  States  have  an  equal 
right  to  settle  with  their  property  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, without  their  rights,  eitlier  of  person 
or  property,  being  destroyed  or  impaired  by 
congressionnl  or  territorial  legislation. 

Second.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government,  in  all  its  departmentn,  to  protci't, 
when  necessary,  the  rights  of  persons  and 
property  in  the  Territories,  and  wherever 
else  its  consUtutional  authority  extends. 

Third.  That  when  the  settlers  in  a  Terri- 
tory hating  an  adequate  population  form  a 
Slate  Constitution,  the  right  of  «i>vercit;nty 
commences,  and,  being  oonsummatcd  by  iiil- 
miision  into  the  Union,  they  stand  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  people  of  other  States ; 

nd  the  State  thus  organized  ougiit  to  be  ad- 
nitted  into  the  Federal  Union,  whether  ita 
^institution  prohibits  or  recognises  tlic  insti- 
tution of  slavery. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  are  in 
favor  of  the  acquisition  of  the  Ii>luiiil  of  Cuba, 
on  such  terms  as  shall  be  honorable  to  our- 
selves and  just  to  Spain,  at  the  earliest  prnc- 
tjcable  moment. 

Resolved,  That  the  enoctmeuts  of  State 
legislatures  to  defeat  the  faithful  execution 
of  the  Fugitive-slave  law,  are  hostile  in  char- 
acter, subversive  of  the  Constitution,  and  rev- 
olutionary in  their  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democracy  of  the  United 
States  recognise  it  as  the  imperative  duty  of 
this  Government  to  protect  tlio  nntunifizcd 
citizen  in  all  bis  righn",  whether  at  home  or 
in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  eitont  as  its  na- 

Whereas,  One  of  the  greatest  necessities  of 
the  ago,  in  a  political,  commercial,  poBtnl.  and 
militarv  point  of  view,  is  a  speedy  communi- 
cation between  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts; 
therefiire,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  national  Deini>cmlio 
party  do  hereby  pledge  theiiiselves  to  use 
every  moans  in  their  power  to  pceure  the  pas- 
sage of  some  bill,  to  the  extent  of  the  consti- 
tutional authority  of  Congress,  fur  the  con- 
struction of  a  Paeifio  railroad  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 


I  of  17S3  and  18S0,  whicb 
wure  ita  eiacution,  and  th» 
which  being  eimilKT,  bear 
ttrlj  Beventj  jeure  of  Mnc- 
t  judicial  authority,  should 
itbfally  observed  and  iiiain~ 
I  enjoy  the  benefits  nf  nut 
;  and  that  all  acU  of  indU 
e  legislatures  to  defeat  Iht 
I  the  requiremente  of  thai 
BWB  made  in  pursuance  of 
character,  aubveTsiTe  of  tlio 
reTolutioaarj  in  tbeir  effect. 

iJuBlB.Jllglef,  BM|«,  nri.hl.  Brown. 
^mU.'Cilttandni,    DiTJi.  ni 


1,  Ilvn 


n,JotaD 


LI,  Tea  Ef ek,  TtioDpfoo,  ToDinb*,  Wlp 
udlar,  dtik.  Font,  Bale,  Wid*,  mi 


.  Bill  akd  Mr.  EviRnr  ac- 

JTr.  Hufil  to  Mr.  Bdl, 

Baltimore,  May  U,  1800.. 
at  become  my  agreeable  duty, 

officer  of  the  National  Union 
:ch  terminated  ita  seaaion  in 
taing,  to  inform  you  that  you 
e  nomination  of  that  body  as 

the  office  of  President  of  the 

interchange  of  sentiment,  in 
)  of  all  the  distinguished  can- 
d  for  our  consideration  were 

most  friendly  spirit,  the  con- 
,  with  entire  unanimity  and 
n,  to  place  your  name  ciefbre 
ople  as  the  chosen  representa- 
iples  of  eonstitutioQ^  liberty 

appreciation  of  your  kDtnrn 
.  justice ;  your  uniform  sup- 
ond  beneficent  measures  of 
our  firm  and  heroic  resistance 
1  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
*ed  measures  calculated  to  en- 
lal  discord;  and  jour  life-long 
he  union,  harmony,  and  proa- 
le  states,  it  was  decided  with 
hat  yOD  are  the  man  for  the 
bat  with  your  honored  name 
our  banner  an  earnest  appeal 
}  to  the  people  to  rally  for  the  ' 
■t  OUT  national  institutions.  Ws ' 
all,  that  your  election  to  the  ' 
)uld  insure  the  integrity  of  our  i 
restore  the  peace  of  the  Union,  i 
D  unfailing  guarantee  for  the , 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  j 
honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  I 

MTTOIlt,  I 

'Wasbikqton  Hcnt. 
.  JoHH  Bxix. 


Stply  of  Mr.  BOl  to  Mr.  Banl. 

Nashville.  May  21,  ISCO. 


Dear  Sir:  Official  infom 


nof  t 


'11 


udency  l)y  tbi 
in  Convention,  of  which  you 
iding  officer,  was  coiumunicstcd  to  tne, 
,our  letter  of  the  Ilth  instant,  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  eve  of  my  departure,  with  niv 
family,  for  my  place  of  residence  in  Tcnnes^t-e, 
and,  diffident  as  I  wasofmy  worthincE!<.  I  did 
esitate  to  signify  my  intention  to  accept 
losition  assigned  to  me  bv  that  diatiu- 
guished  and  patriotic  body.  .  liut  for  conve- 

"' and  'inder  a  sense  of  the  propriety 

1^  in  LO  grave  a  matter  with  great 
deliberation,  I  concluded,  as  I  informed  you 
at  the  time  by  a  private  note,  to  defer  a 
formal  acceptance  until  after  my  arrival  at 

Now,  that  I  have  hod  all  the  leisure  that  I 
could  desire  fur  reflection  upon  the  circum- 
stances nnder  which  the  nomination  won 
made,  the  purity  of  the  motives  and  the 
lofty^  spirit  of  patriotism  by  which  the  con- 
vention was  animated,  as  evinced  in  all  its 
proceedings,  I  can  appreciate  more  justly 
the  honor  done  me  by  the  uominalion ;  una, 
:houeh  it  might  have  been  more  fortunate 
or  the  country  had  it  fallen  upon  some  one 
of  the  many  distinguished  statesmen  whoso 
names  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  con- 
rention,  rather  than  myself,  I  accept  it,  with 
all  its  possible  responsibilities. 

Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  ensuing 
canvass,  as  for  myself  I  shall  ever  regard  it 
u  a  proud  distinction — one  worth  a  life-lung 
effort  to  attain — to  be  pronounced  worthy  tci 
receive  the  highest  office  in  the  government 
at  such  a  time  aa  the  present,  and  by  such  a 
convention  as  that  which  recently  met  in  Bal- 
timore— a  convention  far  less  imposing  lij  the 
number  of  its  members,  large  as  it  was,  than 
by  tbeir  hizh  character.  In  it  were  men 
venerable,  alike  for  their  age  and  their  nublif 
•crvices,  who  could  not  have  been  called  from 
iheir  voluntary  retirement  from  public  life  but 
by  the  strongest  senseof  patriotic  duty ;  others, 
though  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  ranking  with 
the  first  men  of  Uio  country  by  honors  and 
distinctions  already  acquired  in  high  ullii'ial 
positions,  state  and  national :  many  of  tiicm 
statesmen  worthy  to  fill  the  liighosl  office  in 
ihe  government;  a  still  greater  number  oc- 
i.Tjpying  the  highest  rank  in  their  resijectlve 
professional  pursuits ;  others  distingui^licd  by 
their  intelligence  and  well-earned  inllucncc  in 
rariouB  walks  of  private  life ;  and  all  animated 
iind  united  by  one  spirit  and  one  purpoi-e,  the 
result  of  a  strong  conviction  that  our  polilii'ul 
nystem,  undor  the  operation  of  a  complication 
uf  disorders,  is  rapidly  approaching  a  crisis 
when  a  speedy  change  must  take  pluco,  indi- 
cating, as  in  diseases  of  the  physical  body, 
recovery  or  death. 

the  convention,  in  discarding  the  use  of 
platforms,  esoota  no  pledges  from  those  whom 
ihej  de«m  worthy  of  the  highest  trusts  under 
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the  goyemment ;  wisely  considering  that  the 
surest  ^arantee  of  a  man's  future  useful- 
ness and  fidelity  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
oountry,  in  any  official  station  to  which  he 
may  be  chosen,  is  to  be  found  in  his  past 
history  connected  with  the  public  service. 
The  pledge  implied  in  my  acceptance  of  the 
nomination  of  tne  National  Union  Convention 
is,  that,  should  I  be  elected,  I  will  not  depart 
from  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  my  past  course ; 
and  the  obligation  to  keep  this  pledge  derives 
a  double  force,  from  the  consideration  that 
none  is  required  from  me. 

You,  sir,  in  your  letter  containing  the  offi- 
cial announcement  of  my  nomination,  have 
been  pleased  to  ascribe  to  me  the  merit  of 
moderation  and  justice  in  my  past  public 
career.  Yon  have  likewise  given  me  credit 
for  a  uniform  support  of  all  wise  and  benefi- 
cent measures  of  legislation,  for  a  firm  resist- 
ance to  all  measures  calculated  to  engender 
sectional  discord,  and  for  a  life-long  devotion 
to  the  union,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of 
these  states.  Whether  your  personal  par- 
tiality has  led  you  to  overstate  my  merits 
as  a  public  man  or  not,  in  your  enumeration 
of  them  you  have  presented  a  summary  basis 
of  all  sound  American  statesmanship.  It  may 
be  objected  .that  nothing  is  said  in  this  sum- 
mary, in  express  terms,  of  the  obligations 
imposed  by  the  Constitution ;  but  the  duty 
to  respect  and  observe  them  is  clearly  im- 
plied ;  for,  without  the  due  observance,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  government,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, its  restrictions  and  requirement**,  fairly 
interpreted,  in  accordimce  with  its  spirit  and 
objects,  there  can  be  no  end  to  sectional  dis- 
•cord,  no  security  for  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

I  have  not  the  vanity  to  assume  that  in  my 
past  connection  with  the  public  service  I  have 
exemplified  the  course  ot  a  sound  American 
statesman ;  but  if  I  have  deserved  the  favor- 
able view  taken  of  it  in  your  letter,  I  may 
hope,  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  maxims 
by  which  I  have  heretofore  been  guided,  not 
altogether  to  disappoint  the  confidence  and 
expectations  of  those  who  have  placed  me  in 
my  present  relation  to  the  public ;  and  if, 
under  Providence,  I  should  he  called  to  pre- 
side over  the  afi'airs  of  this  great  country  as 
the  Executive  Chief  of  the  government,  the 
only  further  pledge  I  feel  called  upon  to 
make  is,  that  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability, 
and  with  whatever  strength  of  will  I  cau 
command,  all  the  powers  and  influence  be- 
longint;  to  my  official  station  shall  be  em- 
ployed and  directed  for  the  promotion  of  all 
the  great  objects  fi>r  which  the  government 
was  instituted,  but  more  especially  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  against  all  oppoi^ing  influences  and 
tendencies. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  ex- 
pressing my  high  gratification  at  the  nomina- 
tion to  the  second  office  under  the  government 
of  that  eminently  gifted  and  distinguished 
statesman  of  Massachu^e'ts,  Edward  Everett, 


a  gentleman  held  by  general  oonMDt  to  be 
altogether  worthy  of  the  first. 

Tendering  my  nrateful  acknowledgmenu 
for  the  kind  and  complimentary  remarks 
with  which  you  were  pleased  to  aooompany 
the  communication  of  my  nomination,  I  am, 
dear  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

JcHiir  Bill. 

To  the  Hon.  Washington  Huni. 


Mr.  HwU  to  Mr,  Everttt 

Baltimore,  11th  May,  1860. 

Dear  Sir :  It  has  become  my  agreeable  dutj, 
as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  National  Unioa 
Convention,  which  terminated  its  session  in 
this  city  last  evening,  to  inform  yoa  that  yoa 
have  received  the  nomination  of  that  body  as 
its  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  far  beyond  my  power  to  convey 
to  you  an  adequate  impression  of  the  intense 
ardor  and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  nomi- 
nation was  made.  Without  the  formality  of 
a  ballot,  your  name  was  on  every  lip,  and 
was  adopted  with  loud  acclamations  coming 
h^m  grateful  and  ]tatriotic  hearts. 

State  after  state  vied  with  each  other  for 
the  privilege  of  rendering  to  you  its  tribute 
of  affectionate  homage  and  admiration. 

The  high  estimate  of  your  valuable  publie 
services  entertained  by  the  whole  country,  and 
the  universal  gratitude  excited  by  your  volun- 
tary efforts  as  a  private  citizen,  to  iuibue  the 
minds  of  your  countrymen  with  feelings  of 
love  and  veneration  for  the  character  of 
Washington,  and  respect  for  his  example  and 
teachings,  were  reflected  by  the  convention  in 
a  manner  at  once  impre^ive,  appropriate,  and 
gratifying. 

It  was  believed,  moreover,  that  the  associa- 
tion of  your  name  with  that  of  John  Bell,  as 
candidates  for  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift 
of  the  nation,  would  of  itself  constitute  an 
irresistible  appeal  to  the  patriotism,  loyalty, 
and  national  spirit  of  the  whole  American 
people. 

In  this  season  of  discord  and  distraction, 
we  feel  it  to  be  a  paramount  duty  to  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  revive  sentiments  of  harmony 
and  brotherhood  between  the  different  states 
and  sections  of  our  Union. 

We  were  not  ignorant  of  your  cherished 
purpose  to  decline  in  future  the  cares  and 
honors  of  official  station ;  yet  we  do  not  per- 
mit ourselves  to  doubt  that  the  same  sentiment 
of  patriotism  which  your  voice  an<i  example 
have  inspired  in  the  hearts  of  others,  will 
prompt  you  to  yield  to  the  call  now  mnde 
up(m  you,  by  a  large  and  respectable  portl-n 
of  your  countrymen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  re.^pcot, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WASniN(;TON  IIuxT. 

To  the  Honorable  Edward  Everett. 
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Mr.  EceretTs  Reply  to  Mr,  Hunt, 

Boston,  May  29, 1860. 

J  Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your 
p  of  the  11th,  in  which  you  inform  me 
dUv  that  the  National  Union  Convention, 
itly  in  session  at  Baltimore,  had  done 
iie  honor  to  nominate  me  as  its  candidate 
he  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  United 

iS. 

im  deeply  impressed  with  this  manifesta- 
of  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  conven- 
comprising  as  it  did  among  its  members 
any  persons  distinguished  for  public  ser- 
patriotism,  and  intelligence,  and  fairly 
jsenting  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
'rvntive  feclinp:  of  the  country.  For  the 
;  cordiality  with  which,  as  you  inform 
ny  name  was  proposed  and  received,  my 
jest  thanks  are  due. 

e  grateful  acceptance  of  such  a  nomina- 
^ould,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
tter  of  course ;  but  it  *has  unavoidably 
with  me  the  subject  of  long  and  anxious 
ition.  Tlie  grounds  of  this  hesitation  I 
[)  this  convention  which  has  honored  me 
tliis  mark  of  its  confidence*  and  to  my- 
<»  explain ;  loth  as  I  am  to  dwell  on 
rs  of  personal  interest  of  no  importance 
pubfic. 

\  generally  known  that  I  have,  for  some 
past,  retired  from  active  participation  in 
al  life,  not,  as  I  hope  I  have  6ho\\'n,  from 
nee  or  want  of  sym path}'  with  my  fellow- 
,s  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great  objects  of 
life.  The  reasons  of  my  retirement  have 
nore  than  once  publicly  stated,  and  I 
repeat  them  here  from  my  speech  at 
lion  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  last  De- 

iid  not  suppose  that  anything  could 

which  woula  make  me  think  it  my 

}  appear  again   on   this  platform  on 

casion  of  a  political   character;   and 

is  meeting  been  of  a  party  nature,  or 

sd  to  promote  any  party  purpose,  I 

not  have  been  here.    When  compelled 

prostration  of  my  health  five  years  ago 

n  the  distinguished  place  which  I  then 

I  the  public  service,  it  was  with  no  ex- 

•n,  no  wish,  and  no  intention  of  ever 

lingling  in  the  scenes  of  public  life.   I 

cordingly,  with  the  partial  restoration 

ealth,  abstained  from  all  participation 

cal  action  of  any  kind,  partly  because 

found   a  more  congenial,  and,  as  I 

to  think,  a  more  useful  occupation,  in 

to  rally  the  affections  of  my  country- 

Drth  and  South,  to  that  great  name 

cious  moniory  whiith  are  left  almost 

all  th<i  numerous  kindly  associations 

ice  bound  the  different  sections  of  the 

together;  and  also  because,  between 

ernes  of  opinion  that  have  long  dis- 

and  now  threaten  to  convulse   the 

I  find  no  middle  ground  of  practical 

98  on   which  a  friend  of  moderate 

can  stand/' 


It  havinff  been  suggested  to  me,  notwith- 
standing &e8e  avowals,  that  I  might  be 
thought  of  at  the  Union  Convention  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  I  requested  by 
telegraphic  message  and  by  letter  that  my 
name,  if  brought  forward,  might  be  with- 
drawn. It  is  true  that  in  these  communica- 
tions I  had  only  in  view  a  nomination  to  the 
Presidency,  none  other  having  been  suggested 
to  me;  but  all  the  reasons  above  indicated, 
which  led  me  in  advance  to  decline  such  a 
nomination,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
Vice-Presidency.  These  reasons  of  coarse 
still  exist  in  unimpaired  force,  and  I  cannot 
now  take  an  active  part  in  politics  without 
abandoning  a  deliberately  formed  purpose, 
and  even  exposing  myself  to  the  suspicion 
of  insincerity  in  its  persistent  avowal. 

Without  dwelling  upon  these  considerations, 
of  which,  however,  I  am  sure  the  weight  will 
be  admitted,  I  beg  leave  to  advert  for  a  moment 
to  my  connection  with  the  movement  for  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon,  to  which  your  let- 
ter alludes  in  such  obliging  terms.  llie  favor 
which  has  attended  my  exertions  in  that  cause 
(if  I  may  without  indelicacy  say  anything  on 
the  subject),  has  been  mainly  the  result  of 
my  known  and  recognised  disconnection  from 
party  politics.  If  it  could  have  been  even 
plausibly  insinuated  that  I  was  or  intended 
to  become  a  candidate  for  high  political 
honors,  I  should,  in  my  various  excursions 
in  aid  of  that  fund,  have  laid  myself  open 
to  the  imputation  of  speaking  one  word  for 
Mount  Vernon  and  two  for  myself.  As  it  is, 
the  people  throughout  the  Union  have  gener- 
ously given  me  credit  for  having  a  single  eve 
to  that  meritorious  object.  As  far  as  tne 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  is  concerned,  that 
object  has  been  effected  under  the  judicious 
and  efficient  management  of  the  regent  and 
vice-regents  of  the  association,  with  the  aid  of 
their  intelligent  and  active  assistants  through- 
out the  Union.  But  a  sum  of  money  equal  to 
that  already  raised  is  still  wanting  for  the 
repair  of  the  mansion,  the  enclosure  of  the 
land  purchased,  the  restoration  of  the  house 
and  grounds,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  their 
condition  in  1800,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  fund  for  their  conservation.  I  own 
that  I  am  desirous  still  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  co-operating  in  this  noble  work,  whicn, 
however,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  to 
any  advantage,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  present  canvass,  if  I  am  now  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  a  strenuously  contested  election. 
There  are  many  parts  of  the  country  which  I 
have  not  yet  visited.  I  had  promised  myself 
a  rich  harvest  from  the  patriotic  liberality  of 
the  states  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  those 
on  the  Mississippi  river  (which  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  visit,  with  the  exception  of  Mis- 
souri, though  often  kindly  invited],  and  I 
confess  that  it  is  veir  painful  to  me  to  with- 
draw from  that  broad  field  of  congenial  labor 
to  tread  the  thorny  and  thankless  paths  of 
politics. 

Apart  from  the  pecuniary  aspects  of  the 
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case,  whicb,  however,  are  of  oonsidornble  im- 
portance, I  will  candidly  baj,  that  in  holdinj^ 
up  to  the  admiring  veneration  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  the  peerless  name  of  Washington 
(almost  the  only  bond  of  fraternal  sentiment 
which  the  bitterness  of  our  sectional  contro- 
versies has  lefl  us),  I  feel  as  if  I  was  doing 
more  good,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  do  any  good, 
and  contributing  more  to  revive  the  kindlv 
feeling  which  once  existed  between  North 
and  oouth,  and  which  is  now,  I  grieve  to 
say,  nearly  extinct,  than  I  could  possibly  do 
by  engagjing  in  the  wretched  scramble  for 
office,  which  is  one  great  source  of  the  dan- 
gers that  threaten  the  country. 

These  considerations,  and  others  of  a  still 
more  personal  nature,  have  necessarily  occa- 
sioned me  to  reflect  long  and  anxiously  be- 
fore accepting  the  nomination  with  which  the 
Union  convention  has  honored  me.  In  yield- 
ing at  length  to  the  earnest  solicitations  which 
have  been  addressed  to  me  from  the  most  re- 
spectable sources  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
Union,  I  make  a  painful  sacrifice  of  mclination 
to  what  I  am  led  to  believe  a  public  duty.  It 
has  been  urged  upon  me,  and  I  cannot  deny 
that  such  is  my  own  feeling,  that  wo  have 
fallen  upon  times  which  call  upon  all  good 
citizens,  at  whatever  cost  of  personal  conve- 
nience, to  contribute  their  share,  however 
humble,  to  the  public  service. 

I  suppose  it  to  bo  the  almost  universal  im- 
pression (it  is  certainly  mine)  that  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  is  extremely  critical.  Our  poli- 
tical controversies  have  substantially  assumed 
an  almost  purely  sectional  character — that  of 
a  fearful  struggle  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  at 
length  the  perilous  nature  and  tendency  of 
this  struggle;  but  I  can  only  say,  on  this 
occasion,  that^  in  my  opinion,  it  cannot  be 
much  longer  kept  up  without  rending  the 
Union.  I  do  not  mean  that  either  of  the 
great  parties  in  the  country  desires  or  aims 
at  a  separation  of  the  states  as  a  final  object, 
although  there  are  extremists  in  considerable 
numbers  who  have  that  object  in  view.  While 
a  potent  and  a  baneful  influence  is  exercised 
by  men  of  this  class,  in  both  sections  of  the 
Union,  a  portion  of  the  conservative  masses 
are  insensibly  and  gradually  goaded  into  con- 
currence with  opinions  and  sentiments  with 
which,  in  the  outset,  they  had  no  sympathy. 
Meantime,  almost  wholly  neglecting  the  mam 
public  interests,  our  jmlitical  controversies 
turn  more  and  more  on  (juestioiis  in  refer- 
ence to  which,  as  abstract  forinuhi},  the  great 
sections  of  the  country  diff*er  irreconcilably, 
though  there  is  nothing  practically  important 
at  stake  which  rcijuires  the  discussion  to  be 
kept  up.  These  controversies  are  carried  on 
with  steadily  increasing  bitterness  and  exas- 
peration. 

The  passions  thus  kindled  have  already  led 
to  acts  of  violence  and  bloodshed,  approaching 
to  civil  war  in  the  territories,  and  attempted 
servile  insurrection  in  the  states.  The  great 
religious  and  philanthropic  associations  or  the 


country  are  sundered,  and  the  kindly  social 
relations  of  North  and  South  serioualj  im- 
paired.   The  national  House  of  Represenu- 
tives,    hovering    on    the  verge  of   anarchy, 
requires  weeks    to    effect  the  organ  ixAtioo, 
which  ought  to  be  the  work  of  an  hour,  and 
it  holds  its  sessions  (many  of  its  memberis  I 
am  told,  armed  with  concealed  weapons)  oo- 
the  crust  of  a  volcano.    The  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  representing  respectively  the 
dominant  sectional  ideas,  will,  at  the  ensuing 
election,  in  all  probability,  be  supported  by  a 
pure  geographical  vote.    In  other  words,  we 
are  already  brpught  to  a  pass  at  which  North 
and  South  cannot  and  will  not  co-operate  in 
the  periodical  re-organization  of  the  govern* 
ment. 

Can  such  a  state  of  things  lone  oontinne, 
especially  vrith  the  ever-present  nak  of  new 
causes  of  exasperation  7  I  own  that  it  seems 
to  me  impossible,  unless  some  healing  coorse 
is  adoptea,  that,  the  catastrophe,  which  the 
mass  of  good  citizens  so  much  deprecate, 
should  be  much  longer  delayed.  A  spirit 
of  patriotic  moderation  must  be  called  into 
action  throughout  the  Union,  or  it  will  a^ 
suredly  be  broken  up.  Unless  the  warfare  of 
inflammatory  speeches  and  incendiary  publi- 
cations is  abandoned,  and  good  citizens,  m  in 
1776  and  1787,  North  and  South,  will  agree 
to  deal  with  the  same  elements  of  discord  (fir 
they  existed  then  as  now)  as  our  fathers  dealt 
with  them,  we  shall  but  for  a  very  few  yean 
longer  be  even  nominally  brethren  of  one 
family.  The  suggestion  that  the  Union  can 
be  maintained  by  the  numerical  predominance 
and  military  prowess  of  one  section,  exerted  to 
coerce  the  other  into  submission,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  as  self-contradictory  as  it  is  dan- 
gerous. It  comes  loaded  with  the  death-smell 
from  fields  wet  with  brothers'  bloi^d.  If  the 
vital  principle  of  all  republican  gf>vernraent 
is  *'  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  much  more 
docs  a  union  of  ctvequal  sovereign  states  re- 
quire, as  its  basis,  the  harmony  of  its  meinl>ers 
and  their  voluntary  co-operation  in  ita  organic 
functions. 

Believing,  for  these  reasons,  that  healing 
counsels  must  be  listened  to,  if  we  are  much 
longer  to  remain  one  people,  I  regard  the  late 
National  Union  Convention  as  a  movement  in 
the  right  direction.  I  could  wish  that  it  ha*! 
been  earlier  assembled,  with  less  exclusive 
reference  to  official  nominations,  and  with  a 
more  comprehensive  representation,  if  pij^i- 
ble,  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  country. 
On  general  principles,  and  in  ordinary  tinie^. 
I  admit  that  third  parties  are  olyectionabh'. 
but  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  if  there  is 
to  be  any  escape  from  the  present  ill-4"unened 
conflict,  it  would  seem  that  a  commencement 
must  be  made  with  such  a  meeting  as  that  of 
the  0th  and  10th  at  Baltimore.  It  was  a  fair 
representation  of  the  conservative  opinion  of 
the  country,  and  the  calmness,  gravity,  and 
good  feeling  with  which  its  proceedings  were 
conducted  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 

In  adopting  as  its  platform  the  Constitution 


APPENDIX.  7B7 

lOot  note  or  oomment,  the  oonTention,  as  I  am  moet  happy  to  oo-operate  for  the  praoti* 

»em8  to  me,  pursued  a  wise  and  patriotic  cal  success  or  the  principles  declared  uj  the 

se.    No  other  course  was  thougnt  of  in  conyeDtion. 

earlier  days  of  the  republic.   Electioneer^  Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow-citixen, 
platforms  are  almost  without  exception  Abraham  Lincoln. 
?ocal  and  delusire.    It  is  objected  that  Hon.  George  Ashmun,  President  of  the  Re- 
differ  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  funda-  publican  National  Convention. 

'a1  law ;  but  they  differ  not  less  as  to  any  

or  commentary.    The  Constitution,  in  tir    v-  _x       ^r      oa  ioaa 

ir  and  natural  interpretation,  is  the  only  ^     ,,              Washm^jton,  May  30, 1860. 

on  which  good  citizens  in  every  part  of  ,^Q?S*}«?«°  •  7^"^  °®?'^  communication  of 

>untry  can  now  unite;  and  any  attempt  to  *^«  ^^^  mstanUnforminc;  me  that  the  repre- 

rtherViU  usually  have  no  other  effect  than  "J*^.^*;^!!  ^  *^®  Kepublican  party  of  tiie 

use  those  who  agree  on  great  practical  ?°'^^  ?^*«»»  assembled  at  Chicago,  on  that 

iples  to  differ  on  metaphysical  subtleties,  aaj.  nad.  by  a  unanimous  vote,  sdectedme 

bring  together,  by  artfully  constructed  ^  ^^«"^i*°i^^*«/°' H*^  ""^"^^^  Vice-IW 

es,  from  wlfish  motives,  those  who  have  ?«°\^^  the  United  States,  has  been  wceiv^, 

Dg  else  in  common.  together  with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 

3  candidate  for  the  Presidency  presented  contention  as  its  declaration  of  principle. 

J  Union  Convention  is  every  way  worthy  .  TheM  resolutions  enunciate  clearly  and  for- 

fidence  and  support.  I  spei  from  persi  cibly  the  pnncioles  which  unite  js,  andthe 

lowledge  and  iSng  association  witfc  him  ^^-If  ^ts  proposed  to  be  accomplished.    They 

blic  service.    His  distinguished  tolent,  ^^^^^"^  themselves  to  all,  and  there  is  neiUier 

experience  in  affairs,  proved  integrity,  necessity  nor  oropnety  in  my  entering  upon 

terUng  patriotism,  furnish  the  ai^plest  *  discussion  of  any  of  them.    They  have  the 

)  for  an  Eonest  and  efficient  adminiitra-  approval  of  niy  judement,  and  in  any  action 

r  Uie  government  at  home  and  abroad,  f.  ™|?e  ^^^^  ^«  faithfully  and  cordially  su^ 

Kon  of  the  South,  and  loyal  to  her  con-  *a>ned.           _       _,           .  r  ^  .     .r           ..• 

onal  rights,  his  impartial  and  concilia-  J  ^'P  profoundly  grateful  to  those  witii 

)urse  ^  a  public  man  affords  a  ground  Y^""""  '^  "  my  pride  and  pleasure  pohtically 

ich  he  can  b^  supported  in  eiUier  Section  to  cooperate  for  the  nomination  so  unexpect^ 

country,  without  dereliction  of  princi-  ^^ly  conferred  ;  and  I  desire  to  tender,  Uirough 

d  by  men  of  all  parties,  without  a  pain-  y/»u»  to  the  members  of  the  convention,  my 

rifi^  of  former  preferences.  ?»°c«^«  thanks  for  the  confidence  thus  reposed 

)ly  regretting  that  the  convention  has  »°  me     Should  the  nommation  which  I  now 

It  it  m  my  power  to  pay  an  equally  accept  be  ratified  by  tiie  people,  and  the  du- 

and  emphatiVtribute  to  some  worthy  ^J^^  devolve  upjm  me  of  presiding  over  the 

ate  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  but  feeling  Senate  of  the  United  States   it  Will  be  my 

ty  to  give  tiie  desired  proof  of  sympathy  earnest  endeavor  faithfully  t<>  discharge  them 

eir  patriotic  efforte  to  restore  the  happy  ^»th  a  just  regard  for  the  rights  of  alf. 

•  brbtherly  concord  between  the  differ-  ^  ^  "  *^  ^  observed  in  connection  witib  the 

dons  of  oGr  beloved  country,  I  remain,  <^«^°gs  ^^  tiie  Republican  Convention,  that  a 

r,  sincerely  yours,  paramount  object  with  us  is  to  preserve  the 

Edward  Everett.  normal  condition  of  our  territorial  domain  as 

homes  for  free  men.    The  able  advocate  and 

defender  of  Republican  principles,  whom  you 

have  nominated  for  the  highest  place  that  can 

gratify  the  ambition  of  man,  comes  from  a 

s  OF  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  state  which  has  been  made  what  it  is  by  spe- 

TiNG  THE  Nomination.  cial  action  in   that  respect  of  the  wise  and 

Springfield,  111.,  May  23,  1860.  S!>^  men  who  founded  our  institutions  ;  The 

[accept  tiie  nomination  tendered  me  rights  of  free  labor  have  there  been  vindicated 

convention  over  which  you  presided,  ^nd  maintained.     The  thrift  and  enterprise 

jfhich  I  am  formally  apprised  in  the  ^**»eh  so  distinguish  Illinois,  one  of  the  most 

•yourself  and  otiiers.  acting  as  a  com-  flourishing  states  of  the  glorious  West    we 

f  the  convention  for  that  purpose.  ^^^^^  see  secured  to  all  the  territories  of  the 

Bclaration  of  principles  and  sentiments  ^nion ;  and  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  the 

iccompanies   your   letter,   meets  my  ^^ole  country,  by  bringing  back  the  govern- 

l ;  and  it  shall  be  my  care  not  to  vio-  "?»*  ^  ^*>at  it  was  under  the  wise  and  patn- 

isregar'd  it,  in  any  part  <>tic  men  who  created  it.    If  the  Republicans 

ring  the  assistance  of  Divine  Provi-  shall  succeed  in  that  object,  as  they  hope  to, 

ind  with  due  regard  to  the  views  and  they  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by 

of  all  who  were  represented  in  tiie  ^^  ^"7  «^nd  teeming  millions  of  future  ages. 

on ;  to  tiicriehts  of  all  tiie  states  and  1  am,  very  truly  yours, 

w,  and  people  of  the  nation;  to  the  „,     ^       ^             .              _     .,     ^^^IJ'r. 

Jity  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  pei-  The  Hon.  George  Ashmun,  President  of  tiie 

Dion,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  all.  Convention,  and  others  of  the  Committee. 
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Accept ANCX8  of  Messrs.  Douglas  and  John- 
son 

Washington,  TLursdaj,  June  27,  1860. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  verbal 
assurance  which  I  gave  you  when  you  placed 
in  my  hands  the  authentic  evidence  of  my 
nomination  for  the  Presidency  by  the  National 
Convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  I  now 
send  you  my  formal  acceptance. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  platform 
of  principles  adopted  at  Charleston,  and  reaf- 
firmed at  Baltimore,  with  an  additional  reso- 
lution which  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
others,  I  find  it  to  bo  a  faithful  embodiment 
of  the  time-honored  principles  of  the  Demo- 
oratic  party,  as  the  same  were  prochiimcd  and 
understood  by  all  ]>arties  in  the  Presidential 
contests  of  1848,  1852,  and  185G. 

Upon  looking  into  the  priweedin^^s  of  the 
convention,  also,  I  find  that  the  nomination 
was  made  with  great  unanimity,  in  tho  pre- 
sence and  with  the  concurrence  of  more  tiian 
two-thirdsof  the  whole  number  of  delegates,and 
in  exact  accordance  with  tlie  long-cstablishcd 
usages  of  tlie  party — my  inflexible  purpose 
not  to  be  a  candidate,  nor  accept  the  nomma- 
tion  under  any  contingency,  except  as  the 
regular  nominee  of  the  Xuiional  Domocratic 
party,  and  in  that  c:ise  only  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  usages,  as  well  us  the  principles 
of  the  party  should  be  strictly  adhered  to, 
had  been  prochiimcd  for  a  long  time,  and  be- 
come well  known  to  the  country.  These  con- 
ditions having  all  been  complied  with  by  the 
free  and  voluntjiry  a«^ti«in  of  tho  l>em(nTiitic 
mas>.os,  and  thfir  fiiitliful  n^prosoiitatives, 
without  uny  ai;<.Mifv,  intorlVn'Mcr,  nr  |irneuro- 
nieut  on  my  ]>;irt,  1  iVol  b'»uiifl  in  houor  and 
duty  to  a^'oerpr  tiio  ir)min:ifi.)u. 

In  takin;::  this  step  I  am  not  unmiij<lful  (>f 
tho  rospousil»ilififs  it  iiiip(»os,  bur  witii  firm 
reliance  upon   !>ivine  Proviiio!nr«\  I  have*  the  j 
faith  that  the  people  will  i"onipn«!n'n«l  thetrn*.?  | 
natur*^  of  ihi?  i>-!m?s  involvcl.  i;i;il  (.'vciitnailv 
maintain  the  riirht. 

Tho  poaco  of  the  country  and  thi*  ])orprtuity 
of  the  Tnion  have  boon  put  in  i*r!»panly  bv 
attempts  to  interfen;  with,  and  to  control  the 
domestic  affairs  «)f  the  people  in  ih«^  t«'rritories, 
throif^h  tho  agency  of  the  Krderal  <lovcrn- 
ment.  If  tJiO  power  and  the  <lu-y  (»t'  Federal 
interference  is  to  be  coneedod/  tW(»  hostile 
sectional  parties  must  be  tho  inevitable  resnlt; 
the  one  inflaming  the  passions  Jind  amhition 
of  the  Xorth,  and  the  other  of  tho  South,  and 
each  struggling  to  use  the  Federal  power  and 
authority  for  ag^ramlizement  ot'  its  own  sec- 
tion at  the  expense  of  the  0'(ual  rights  of  the 
other,  an<l  in  derogation  of  tliose  fundamental 
principles  of  self-govornment,  which  were 
firmly  ostabrLshed  in  this  country  by  tho  Ame- 
rican revolution,  as  the  basis  of  our  entire 
republi(!an  system. 

I>uring  the  memorable  period  of  our  ptditi- 
cal   history,   when   the  advoeate>  of  Federal  j 
intervention  up(m  the  subjoet  of  slavery  in  ! 
the  territories,  had  well   ni-li   "  preeipitated  < 
the  country  into  revolution,"  the  Northern  ' 


interventionists  demanding  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso for  the  prohibition  of  slavery,  and  the 
Southern  interventionists,  then  few  in  num- 
ber, and  without  a  single  representative  ia 
either  House  of  Congress,  insisting  upon  Con- 
gressional legislation  for  the  protection  of 
slavery  in  opposition  to  the  wishes   of  the 
people  in  citner  case,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  it  required  all  the  wisdom,  pi»wer,  and 
influence  of  a  Clav,  and  a  Weiister.  and  a 
Cass,  supported  bv  the  conservative  and  patri- 
otic men  of  the  Tf  big  and  Democratic  parties 
of  that  daj,  to  devise  and  carry  oat  a  line  of 
policy  which  would  restore  peace  to  the  cuitn- 
try  and  stability  to  the  Union.    The  essential, 
living  principle  of  that  policy,  as  applietl  to 
the  legislation  of  1850,  was,  and  now  is,  noa- 
intervention  bt/  Congress  with  slavery  in  Ike 
territories,    l^hc  fair  application  of  this  jast 
and  equitable  principle  restored  harmony  and 
fraternity  to  a  distracted  country.     If  we  now 
depart  from  that  wise  and  just  policy  which 
produced  these  happy  results,  and  permit  the 
country  to  be  again  aistracted ;  if  precipitated 
into  revolution  by  a  sectional  c<mtest  between 
pro-slavery  and  anti-slavery  intervcntioniifts, 
where  shall  we  look  for  another  Clay,  another 
Webster,  or  another  Cass,  to  pilot  the  ship  of 
state  over  the  breakers  into  a  haven  of  peace 
and  safety  ? 

The  Federal  Union  must  be  preserved.  The 
Constitution  must  be  maintained  inviolate  in 
all  its  parts.  Every  right  guarantied  bv  the 
Constitution  must  be  protei-tcd  by  law  in  all 
cases  whore  legislation  is  necessary  to  it* 
engajrement.  The  judicial  authority',  us  pro- 
mi>eii  in  the  Constitution,  must  l)e  !<u>taine'l. 
and  its  ih»eisions  imjdicitly  obeyed  and  faith- 
fullv  executod.  The  laws  must  ho  admini«- 
teretl,  and  the  constituted  authorities  upheld, 
and  all  unlawful  resistance  to  these  thinir^ 
must  be  met  with  firmne>s,  impartiality,  and 
lidelity,  if  we  ex[iect  to  enjoy  and  tran^niit 
unimpaired  to  our  posterity  that  bles>eil  in- 
heritance which  we  have  recei\ed  in  tru*'t 
from  the  ])atrit>t'?  and  sages  of  the  Uovnlutiiin. 

With  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  and  agr«*e- 
able  manner  in  which  v<>u  have  made  known 
tr>  me  tho  action  of  tlie  c»>nvention,  I  hate 
the  honor  to  be, 

A'ery  respoetfully. 

Your  frientl  and  fellow-citi7.»>n, 

S.  A.  l)')i'«;i.AS, 
Hon.  Wm.  IT.  TiVnLow,  of  Xcw  York ;  K.  I*. 

Dirk,  of  North  Carolina;  P.  C.  WuKLirrE. 

of  Louisiana  ;  and  others  of  Ccunmittee. 


SpErcn  or  ILln.  IIerschel  V.  JonN.«ov. 

The  following  is  the  speech  of  the  IL.fU. 
IIerschel  V.  Johnson,  of  Oc()rgia,  delivered  in 
Washington  at  the  National  Hotel,  .luntj  26, 
ISGO,  on  accepting  the  nominati(m  for  the  Vice- 
Presidency  on  the  ticket  with  tho  Hon.  Sie- 
phen  A.  Douglas : 

Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  of  the  Nation ul 
Democratic  party,  and  fellow  citizens:  I  w&j 
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by  surprise  when  I  received  a  tele- 
do  message  in  Baltimore,  at  three  o'clock 
aj,  that  uie  Hon.  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick 
eclined  the  nomination  tendered  him  by 
democratic  Convention,  and  that  it  was 
oded  of  me  to  accept  it.    It  is  known  to 
of  yoa  that  my  name  was  freely  men- 
I  in  Baltimore  in  connection  with  this 
lation,  and  that  I  persistently  refused  to 
enance  it ;  bnt  invariably  argued  that  if 
;ia  were  to  be  thus  honored  it  was  due 
)ther  of  her  sons,  most  distinguished  for 
lents  and  great  public  services. 
8  was  my  earnest  desire,  and  the  desire 
)  delegation  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
he  convention,  in  its  wisdom,  deemed  it 
o  nominate  a  statesman  of  Alabama. 
(  entirely  satisfactory.    Alabama  is  the 
of  Georgia,  and  the  mother  cordially 
ids  to  any  compliment  bestowed  upon 
mghter.    These  are  the  circumstances 
which  I  have  been  assigned  thb  distin- 
d  position,  and  which   demand    that 
oination  should  yield  to  the  voice  of 

National  Democratic    party  is  in  a 

ir  condition.    It  is  assailed  in  the  house 

professed  friends,  and  threatened  with 

'ow.     The  country  is  in  a   peculiar 

on.     It  is  on  the  eve  of  a  sectional 

;,  which  may  sweep  down  all  political 

and  terminate  in  a  dissolution  of  the 

It  IS  the  duty  of  patriots  and  states- 

I  unite  in  averting  these  threatened 

ies. 

ly  not  be  inappropriate  to  refer  to  the 

ttances  which   imperil    the    National 

*acy.    The  Alabama  delegation  went 

onvention  at  Charleston,  instructed  to 

I  the  incorporation  into  the  platform 

party,  the  proposition  that  Congress 

.ntervene  for  the  protection  of  slavery 

Territories,   and  to  withdraw  if  the 

should  be  refused.     It  was  refused, 

ink  properly  refused.  That  delegation 

re,  and  with  them  a  large  portion  of 

eations  from  the  Cotton  States.    Why 

hey  have  retired  ?    The  record  shows 

hey  had  remained  at  their  post,  they 

power  to  prevent  the  nomination  of 

lidate  who  might  be  obnoxious  to  the 

*educed  by  the  secessions,  the  conven- 

ourned  to  Baltimore,  and  requested 

is  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  their  respec- 

mttons.   The  convention  re-assembled 

Sth.    The  seceding  delegations  were 

— some  accredited  to  Ricnmond,  and 

Baltimore,  by  the  way  of  Richmond, 

d  to  make  the  same  demand,  and  to 

r  if  it  be  refused.    Delegates  were 

1  in  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Geor- 

le  National  Democrats  of  those  States 

vacant  seats  of  the  seceders.    Those 

vma  and  Louisiana  were  admitted, 

seceding  delegates  rejected,  and  the 

lelegates  from  Georgia  were  admitted 

and  they  all  took  umbrage  at  the 


decisions  of  the  convention  touching  the  vari- 
uus  contests  for  seats.  They  retired,  organ- 
ized, and  nominated  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency and  Vice-Presidency.  And  they  claim 
to  be  the  National  Democracy  of  the  United 
States. 

Now  if  they  were  actuated  hy  principle;  if 
it  was  their  purpose,  in  good  faith,  to  obtain 
the  recognition  of  the  principle  of  Congres- 
sional protection  for  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
why  not  wait  until  a  proper  time  to  bring 
that  subject  before  tlie  convention,  and  then, 
according  to  their  instructions,  withdraw  from 
the  body?  The  reason  is  palpable:  they 
were  waging  war  against  a  distinguished  man, 
not  for  the  maintenance  of  principle.  They 
were  willing  to  jeopardize  the  integrity  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  the  triumphs  of  its 
cherished  principles,  rather  than  see  its  will 
proclaimed  in  tne  nomination  of  its  favorite. 
Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  ar^ment,  Mr. 
Douglas  to  be  as  obnoxious  as  tney  allege  he 
is,  yet  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  SSuth, 
united,  could  not  have  defeated  his  nomina- 
tion. Why  then  should  they  have  seceded? 
Why  not  remain  at  their  post  ?  Why  seek  to 
dismember  and  destroy  the  party  ? 

I  question  not  the  patriotism  of  any,  but 
the  people  will  hold  tliem  responsible  sooner 
or  later  for  all  the  ills  that  may  flow  from 
their  errors.  I  said  the  demand  for  Congres- 
sional intervention  was  properly  rejected  at 
Charleston.  And  why  do  I  say  so?  Because 
it  was  the  agreement  between  the  North  and 
the  South  that  the  slavery  agitation  should  be 
removed  from  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  of  the  Territories  be  left  perfectly  free 
to  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way,  subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  the  principle  of  the 
Compromise  Measures  of  1850,  and  practi- 
cally applied  to  the  Nebraska-Kansas  Act  in 
1854.  It  was  adopted  by  the  great  political 
parties  of  the  United  States  in  1852.  It  tri- 
umphed in  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce  in 
that  year,  and  of  James  Buchanan  in  1856. 
It  is  perhaps  the  best  ground  of  compromise 
between  the  North  and  the  South  which 
human  ingenuity  can  devise. 

It  is  understood  by  the  people  of  all  sec- 
tions, and  by  it  the  Democratic  party  at  least, 
of  all  sections,  should  be  willing  to  abide.  It 
gives  advantage  to  neither  section  over  the 
other,  because  it  refers  all  questions  of  dis- 
pute between  them  as  to  Congressional  or 
Territorial  power  over  the  subject  of  slavery 
to  the  final  arbitrament  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  therefore  safe  for 
the  North  and  safe  for  the  South.  Its  practi- 
cal working  is  not  without  satisfactory  results. 
Where  the  people  of  a  Territory  desire  elave 
labor,  and  tne  soil  and  climate  are  suited  to 
it,  slavery  will  go ;  where  these  conditions  do 
not  exist,  it  will  not  ^o.  That  finds  an  illus- 
tration in  New  Mexico,  where  slavery  is  es- 
tablished, and  this  in  those  Territories  where 
it  is  excluded.  Only  a  few  days  ago,  proposi- 
Uons  to  repeal  the  slavery  laws  of  New  Mex- 


800 


THE  POUTICAL  TEXT-BOOK. 


ioo,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  anti-fllaverj 
laws  of  Kansas,  on  the  other,  were  made  and 
rejected  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Suppose  these  propositions,  or  either  of 
them,  nad  prevailed,  is  it  not  certain  that  the 
country  would  have  been  thrown  into  the 
highest  excitement  ?  But  by  their  rejections, 
non-intervention  was  practically  adhered  to, 
and  the  public  mind  is  satisfied  and  quiet. 
Let  us  maintain  it  firmly  and  faithfully.  We 
are  bound  to  it  by  every  consideration  of 
interest  and  obligation  of  compact.  Its  aban- 
donment will  prove  fatal  to  the  National 
Democratic  ^arty,  and  ultimately  to  the  Union 
itself.  It  will  drive  the  South  into  intense 
sectionalism,  and  the  North  into  the  ranks  of 
Black  Republicanism. 

I  do  not  say  every  man  of  the  North,  for  I 
know  that  the  great  body  of  the  Northern 
Democracy  will  remain  true  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, despite  the  overwhelming  flood  of  its 
relentless  cohorts.  But  I  mean  that  the  free- 
labor  States  would  be  controlled  by  Black 
Republicanism,  and  would  not  be  able  to 
return  a  single  member  to  either  House  of 
Congress,  friendly  to  the  Constitutional  rights 
of  the  South. 

I  trust  that  this  condition  of  things  may 
rtever  exist,  but  if  it  should,  I  know  of  no 
way  by  which  the  Union  can  be  saved.  Ilenco 
the  doctrine  of  Congressional  intervention,  as 
advocated  by  the  new-born  sectional  party,  is 
fraught  with  peril  to  the  country. 

The  question  is  now  distinctly  presented  to 
the  people  whether  they  will  adhere  to  the 
doctrine  of  non-intervention,  or  whether  they 
will  abandon  it;  whether  they  will  re-open 
the  slavery  agitation  by  requiring;  Congress  to 
take  jurisdiction  ov<.u*  it,  or  wliether  tiicy  will 
give  repose  to  the  public  mind  and  eecurity 
to  the  Union  by  leaving  it  whore  the  compro- 
mise leaves  it,  to  the  free  action  of  the  people 
of  the  Territories,  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  issue  is  fairlv  made 
up.  It  is  intervention  or  non-interventit)n. 
Its  decision  involves  the  destinies  of  this 
great  Kepublic,  and  tiie  highest  interests  of 
the  civilized  world.  Compared  with  it  the 
aspirations  of  men  and  the  late  oi'  pitliical 
parties  sink  into  utter  iMsi;;nificauce.  Where 
shall  wo  look  for  doliveranco  from  ihese 
threatened  evils  ? 

It  has  l)ecn  the  mission  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  Union,  in  a  thou«<and  perils,  to 
rescue  our  country  from  imi)eniling  calami- 
ties. Its  past  career  ahounds  with  heroic 
passages,  and  is  illustrated  with  the  most  glo- 
rious achievements  in  the  cause  of  constitu- 
tional liberty.  It  is  the  party  t>f  Jetierson, 
and  Madison,  and  Jackson,  and  Polk,  whose 
administrations  constitute  grand  epochs  in 
our  Natitmal  history.  It  is  the  party  of  the 
Constitution.  I  lo.ik  to  it  with  eoniiilence. 
Where  el^e  shall  the  luitriot  look  in  these 
times  of  political  defection  and  sectional  agi- 
tatiiui?  Lot  its  inte;;rity  be  pcnnanentiy 
destroyed,  and  the  <lootrine  of  n«»n-interven- 
tion  overthrown,  and  tiieu  the  best  hopes  of 


the  statesman  may  well  be  dooded  with  ^eoni 

and  darkness. 

It  is  to  maintain  these  that  I  ooneeBl  to 
take  the  position  now  assigned  me,  and  wel- 
come the  consequences  of  perscnal  good  or 
personal  ill  which  that  position  may  bring. 
Nothing  else  could  induce  me  to  brave  the 
detraction  which  it  invites,  and  incor  the 
heavy  responsibility  which  it  imposes.  I  have 
nothing  to  add  but  the  expression  of  my  pro- 
found thanks  for  the  honor  so  unexpectedly 
conferred  upon  me,  and  my  cordial  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  flattering  terms  in  which  I 
liave  been  notified  of  my  nomination.  What- 
ever may  be  honorably  done,  I  shall  cheeHally 
do  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  par^  ana 
the  triumph  of  its  principles. 


Acceptance  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Breckineidgk  or 
THE  Nomination  for  the  Pbesidknct. 

Democratic  National  Convention, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  June  23,  1860. 
Sir:  I  am  directed,  by  vote  of  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention,  to  inform  yon 
that  you  have  been  this  day  unanimoasly 
nominated  by  it  as  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  for  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and,  in  their  behalf,  to  request 
you  to  accept  the  nomination. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time,  to  enclose  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  ty  the 
convention  as  the  political  platform  on  which 
the  party  stands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

"C.  CusniNG,  President. 

Hon.  J.  C.  BRECKLVRIIKiE. 

Washington  City,  July  G,  ISuO. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  *2?A 
ultimo,  by  which  I  am  officially  informed  »if 
my  nomination  for  the  office  ot  President  of 
the  Uiii.r  1  States  by  the  Democratic  National 
Onn vr.it ion,  lately  assembled  at  Baltimore. 
'!1ii>  circumstances  of  this  nomination  will 
justify  me  in  referring  to  its  personal  asnecL 

I  have  not  sought  nor  desired  to  be  placed 
before  the  country  for  the  office  of  President. 
When  my  name  was  presented  to  the  conven- 
tion at  Charleston,  it  was  withdrawn  by  a 
friend,  in  obedience  to  my  expressed  wishes. 
My  views  had  not  chang»nl  when  the  conven- 
tion re-assembled  at  Baltimore ;  and  when  I 
heard  of  the  differcnocs  which  o«u!urred  there, 
my  indisposition  to  be  connected  prominently 
with  the  canvass  vras  c«>utirmeJ,  and  expressed 
to  many  friends. 

AVithout  discussing  the  occurrences  which 
preceded  the  nominations,  an»l  which  are,  ir 
soon  will  be,  well  undcrst'Mul  bv  the  cnuntrv, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  1  approved,  as  ju?l 
and  necessary  to  the  preserxation  of  the  na- 
tional organization,  and  the  f^acred  riirht  of 
representation,  the  act  inn  «)f  the  conxeution 
over  which  you  continucil  to  prc-iidc;  und 
thus  approving  it,  and  having  re.M.)lved  to  pus- 
tain  it,  1  feel  that  it  docs  not  become  me  to 
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«  the  position  I  shall  ocoapy,  nor  to 
k  from  the  respoDsibilities  of  uio  post  to 
1 1  have  been  assinied.  Accordingly,  I 
«t  the  nomination  from  a  sense  of  public 
and,  as  I  think,  uninfluenced  in  anj 
6  by  the  allurements  of  ambition, 
yaii  mjself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that 
ionfidenoe  in  my  personal  and  public 
cter  implied  by  the  action  of  the  con- 
>n  will  always  be  gratefully  remembered ; 
b  is  but  just  also  to  my  own  feelings  to 
ss  my  gpratification  at  the  association  of 
lame  with  that  of  my  friend  Gleneral 
,  a  patriot  and  a  soldier,  whose  great 
ies  in  the  field  and  in  council  entitle  him 
)  gratitude  and  confidence  of  his  coun- 
m. 

e  resolutions  adopted  by  the  conyention 
my  cordial  approval.    They  are  just  to 
irts  of  the  Union — ^to  all  our  citizens, 
3  and  naturalized — and  they  form  a  noble 
r  for  any  administration. 
3  questions  touching  the  rights  of  per- 
uid  property,  which  have  of  late  been 
discussed,  find  in  these  resolutions  a 
tutional  solution.    Our  Union  is  a  Oon- 
icy  of  equal,  sovereign  States,  for  the 
ses  enumerated  in  the  Federal  Constitu- 
Whatever    the   common   government 
in  trust  for  all  the  States,  must  be 
Mi  equally  hy  each.    It  controls  the  tei^ 
ts  in  trust  for  all  the  States.    Nothing 
lan  sovereignty  can  destroy  or  impair 
;hts  of  persons  or  property.    The  terri- 
govemments  are  subordinate  and  tem- 
r,  and  not  sovereign ;  hence  they  cannot 
y  or  impair  the  rights  of  persons  or  pro- 
While  they  continue  to  be  Territories, 
re  under  the  control  of  Congress ;  but 
onstitution  nowhere    confers   on    any 
1  of  the  Federal  Oovemment  the  power 
criminate   *»gainst   the   rights   of  the 
or  the  property  of  their  citizens  in  the 
}ries.    it  follows  that  the  citizens  of  all 
ates  may  enter  the  Territories  of  the 
with  their  property,  of  whatever  kind, 
joy  it  durine  the  territorial  condition, 
it  let  or  hindrance,  either  by  Congress 
he  subordinate  territorial  governments, 
se    principles  flow  directly  from    the 
0  01  sovereignty  in  the  territorial  eo- 
Bnts,  and  from    the    equality  of  the 
Indeed,  they  are  essential  to  that 
y  which  is^  and  ever  has  been,  the  vital 
ne  of  our  constitutional  Union.    They 
)een  settled  legislatively — settled  judi- 
-and  are  sustained  by  right  reason, 
rest  on  the  rock  of  the  Constitation. 
^ill  preserve  the  Constitution.    They 
eserve  the  Union. 

idle  to  attempt  to  smother  these  great 
or  to  misrepresent  them  by  the  use  of 
n  phrases,  which  are  misleading  and 
e.  The  people  will  look  beneath  such 
dons  as  ''mtervention,''  "Congressional 
9de,''  and  the  like,  and  will  penetrate 
real  questions  involved.  The  friends 
ititutional  equality  do  not  and  never 
51 


did  demand  a  "  Congressional  slave  code,'*  noi 
any  other  "  code"  in  regard  to  property  in  the 
territories.  They  hold  the  due  trine  of  non- 
intervention by  Congress,  or  by  a  territorial 
legislature,  either  to  establish  or  prohibit 
slavery;  but  they  assert  (fortified  by  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  Union]  the 
plain  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
its  departments,  to  secure,  when  necessary, 
to  the  citizens  of  all  the  States,  the  enjoyment 
of  their  property  in  the  common  Territories, 
as  everywhere  else  within  its  juri8<liction. 
The  only  logical  answer  to  this  would  seem 
to  be  to  claim  sovereign  power  for  the  Territo- 
ries, or  to  deny  that  the  Constitution  recog- 
nises property  m  the  services  of  negro  slaves, 
or  to  aeny  that  such  property  can  exist. 

Inexorable  logic,  which  worl^yts  steady 
way  through  clouds  and  pas8^^^Ay)cls  the 
countrjr  to  meet  the  issue.  "^^^Hbo  eva- 
sive, middle  ground.  Already^^^ns  mul- 
tiply of  a  fanatical  and  growing  party,  which 
denies  that  under  the  Constitution,  or  by  any 
other  law,  slave  property  can  exist ;  and  ulti- 
mately the  struggle  must  come  between  this 
Earty  and  the  National  Democracy,  eastaiued 
y  all  the  other  conservative  elements  in  the 
Union. 

I  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  a  candid 
mind  to  discover  hostility  to  the  Union  or  a 
taint  of  sectionalism  in  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  convention.  The  Constitution  and  the 
Union  repose  on  the  equality  of  the  States, 
which  lies  like  a  broad  foundation  underneath 
our  whole  political  structure.  As  I  construe 
them,  the  resolutions  simply  assert  this  equal- 
ity. They  demand  nothing  for  any  State  or 
section  that  is  not  cheerfully  conceded  to  all 
the  rest.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the 
chief  disorders  which  have  afflicted  our  coun- 
try, have  grown  out  of  the  violation  of  state 
equality ;  and  that  as  long  as  this  great  prin- 
ciple has  been  respected,  we  have  been  blessed 
vnth  harmony  and  peace.  Nor  will  it  be  easy 
to  persuade  the  country  that  resolutions  are 
sectional  which  command  the  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  States,  and  are  approved  by 
the  bone  and  body  of  tlie  old  Democmcy,  and 
by  a  vast  mass  of  conservative  opinion  every- 
where, without  regard  to  party. 

It  has  been  necessary,  more  than  once  in 
our  history,  to  pause  and  solemnly  assert  tlie 
true  character  of  this  government.  A  memo- 
rable instance  occurred  in  the  strujijrle  which 
ended  in  the  civil  revolution  of  lisoO.  The 
Republicans  of  that  day,  like  the  Democracy 
of  this,  were  stigmatized  as  disunionists,  but 
they  nobly  conducted  the  contest  under  the 
Constitution,  and  saved  our  political  system. 
By  a  like  constitutional  struggle  it  is  intended 
now  to  assert  and  establish  the  equality  of 
the  States  as  the  only  basis  of  union  and 
peace.  When  this  object,  so  national,  so  con- 
stitutional, so  iust,  shall  be  accomplished,  the 
last  cloud  will  disappear  from  the  American 
sky,  and  with  common  hands  and  he|rt8,  the 
states  and  the  people  will  unite  to  develop  the 
resouroes  of  tne  whole  country^  t^  \a\A  Sx. 
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together  with  the  bonds  of  interooane  and 
brotherhood,  and  to  impel  it  onward  in  its 
great  career.  The  Constitation  and  the 
equality  of  the  States  1 — ^these  are  symbols  of 
everlasting  Union ;  let  these  be  the  rallying 
cries  of  the  people. 

I  trust  that  tnis  canvass  will  be  condaoted 
withoat  rancor,  and  that  temperate  arguments 
will  take  the  place  of  hot  words  and  passion- 
ate accusations.  Above  all,  I  venture  hum- 
bly to  hope,  that  Divine  Providence,  to  whom 
we  owe  our  origin,  our  growth,  and  all  our 

1>rosperity,  will  continue  to  protect  our  be- 
ovea  country  against  all  danger,  foreign  and 
domestic.  ^ 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend, 

John  C.  Breckinridge. 
Hon.  0.  OnsHiNO,  President  of  the  Democratic 
Natioii^B^ention. 


Gin.  Lane's  Acceptance  of  his  Nomination 

VOB  THE  YiCE-PrESIDENCT. 

Democratic  National  Convention, 
Baltimore,  June  23, 1860. 

Sir :  I  am  directed,  b^  a  vote  of  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention,  to  inform  you  that 
you  have  been  this  day  unanimously  nomi- 
nated by  it  as  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the 
united  States,  and  in  their  behalf  to  requesT 
you  to  accept  the  same. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time,  to  enclose  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
convention,  as  the  political  platform  on  which 
the  party  stands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  CusuixG,  President. 

lion.  Joseph  Lane. 


Washington,  June  30,  18G0. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  communication  you  make  in 
behalf  of  the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion, in  which  you  inform  mo  that  on  the  23d 
instant  I  was  unanimously  nominated  by  that 
body  as  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party 
for  the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  request  that  I  shall  accept 
the  nomination. 

The  platform  adopted,  and  of  which  you 
enclose  me  a  copy,  meets  with  my  hearty  ap- 
proval, as  it  embodies  what  I  have  been  con- 
tending for  as  the  only  means  of  stopping  sec- 
tional agitation,  by  securing  to  all  equality 
and  constitutional  rights,  the  denial  of  whicn 
has  led  to  the  present  unhappy  condition  of 
public  affairs. 

Compromises  of  constitutional  principles 
are  ever  dangerous,  and  I  am  rejoiced  that 
the  true  Democracy  has  seen  fit  to  plant  a  firm 
foot  on  the  rock  of  truth,  and  to  give  the  peo- 
ple an  opportunity4to  vindicate  their  love  of 
justice  and  fraternal  regard  for  each  otlier's 
rights. 

Non-intervention  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 


I  may  emphatically  say,  ia  the  cardinal  maxim 
of  the  Democracy — non-intervention  by  Cob- 
erejM,  and  non-intervention  ^  by  territorial 
legislatures,  as  is  fully  stated  in  the  first  reso- 
lution of  the  adopted  platform.  In  vain 
should  we  declare  the  former  withoat  insistins 
upon  the  latter,  because,  to  permit  territorial 
legislatures  to  prohibit  or  establish  slavery, 
or  by  unfriendly  legislation  to  invalidate  pfo- 
perty,  would  be  granting  powers  to  the  cretr 
ture  or  agent  wnich,  it  is  admitted,  do  not 
appertain  to  the  principal,  or  the  power  that 
creates ;  besides  which  it  would  be  fostering 
an  element  of  agitation  in  the  territory  that 
must  necessarily  extend  to  Congress  and  the 
people  of  all  the  States. 

It  the  Constitution  establishes  the  right  of 
every  citizen  to  enter  the  common  territory 
with  whatever  property  he  legally  possesses, 
it  necessarily  aevolves  on  the  Federal  Go* 
vemment  the  duty  to  protect  this  right  of 
the  citizen  whenever  or  wherever  asaaued  or 
infringed.  The  Democratic  partjy  honorably 
meets  this  agitating  question,  which  is  threat- 
ening to  sever  and  destroy  this  brotherhood  of 
states.  It  does  not  propose  to  litigate  for  the 
extension  of  slavery,  nor  for  its  restriction,  but 
to  give  to  each  state  and  to  every  citizen  all 
that  our  forefathers  proposed  to  sive— namely « 
perfect  equality  of  rights,  and  then  to  commit 
to  the  people,  to  climate  and  to  soil,  the  deter- 
mination as  to  the  kind  of  institutions  best 
fitted  to  their  requirements  in  their  constita- 
tional  limits,  and  declaring,  as  a  fundamental 
maxim,  that  the  people  of  a  territory  can  only 
establish  or  prohibit  slavery  when  they  come 
to  form  a  constitution,  preparatory  to  their 
admission  as  a  state  into  the  Union. 

If,  happily,  our  principles  shall  prevail,  an 
era  of  peace  and  harmony  will  be  restored  to 
our  distracted  country,  and  no  more  shall  we 
be  troubled  with  the  agitation  of  this  danger- 
ous question,  because  it  will  be  removed  as 
well  from  the  territorial  legislatures  as  from 
the  halls  of  Congress — when  we  shall  be  free 
to  turn  our  attention  to  more  useful  isi^ue?, 
promotive  of  our  growth  in  national  gr€»atncss. 

Our  Union  must  be  preserved !  But  this 
can  only  be  done  by  maintaining  the  Consti- 
tution inviolate  in  all  its  provisifms  and  pinr 
ran  tees.  The  judicial  authority,  as  provided 
by  the  Constitution,  must  be  sustained,  and 
its  decisions  implicitly  obeyed,  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  property  in  the  ter- 
ritories as  in  all  other  matters. 

Hoping  for  success,  and  trusting  in  the 
truth  and  justice  of  the  principles  of  our 
party,  and  in  that  Divine  Pn)Vidence  that 
nas  watched  over  us,  and  made  us  one  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  earth,  and  that  we  may 
continue  to  merit  Divine  pn^tection,  I  cheer- 
fully accept  the  nomination  ho  unanimously 
conferred  on  me,  and  cordially  endorse  the 
platform  adopted  by  the  convention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much 
respect,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lam. 
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